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1. Economy 
 
1) Which of the following was not the criteria used by 11th-14th Finance Commission to recommend allocation of 

resources to the states? 
a) Fiscal discipline of the state 
b) Forest Cover of the state 
c) Area of the State 
d) Poverty rate in the state 
 
Solution: d) 
 

 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Cryptocurrencies. 
 1. Cryptocurrencies are digital or virtual currencies in which encryption techniques are used to regulate 
the generation of their units. 
 2. In most of the countries they operate within the framework of central bank. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Cryptocurrencies are digital or virtual currencies in which encryption techniques are used to regulate the 
generation of their units and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central bank. 
 
Source 
 
3) An inverted duty structure for a particular product will tend to discourage its 
 1. Domestic value addition 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-open-to-evaluate-explore-cryptocurrencies-says-anurag-thakur/article34006457.ece
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 2. Associated Foreign Direct Investment  
 3. Import of finished goods as compared to its raw material  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 2 only 
 
Solution: a)  

 
Inverted duty structure is a situation where import duty on finished goods is low compared to the import duty on 
raw materials that are used in the production of such finished goods.  
For example, suppose the tariff (import tax) on the import of tyres is 10% and the tariff on the imports of natural 
rubber which is used in the production of tyres is 20%; this is a case of inverted duty structure. 
 
When the import duty on raw materials is high, it will be more difficult to produce the concerned good 
domestically at a competitive price. Several industries depend on imported raw materials and components. High 
tax on the raw materials compels them to raise price.  
The disadvantage of the inverted duty structure increases with the increased use of imported raw materials. An 
inverted duty structure discourages domestic value addition.  
 
On the other hand, foreign finished goods will be coming at a reduced price because of low tax advantage. In 
conclusion, manufactured goods by the domestic industry becomes uncompetitive against imported finished 
goods. 
In such a case, even foreign investors would not be interested in setting up a firm for production in the country.  
 
Statement 3: It will be just the opposite.   
 
4) Which of the following is not a non-tariff measure? 

a) Technical Barriers to Trade 
b) Phytosanitary restrictions  
c) Import licencing procedures 
d) All of the above are non-tariff measures.  
 
Solution: d)  

 
Non-tariff measure (NTMs) are defined as policy measures, other than ordinary customs tariffs, that can potentially 
have an economic effect on international trade in goods, changing quantities traded, or prices or both. 
As a result, NTMs cover a broad range of policies including traditional trade policy instruments, such as quotas or price 
controls. 
However, they also comprise technical regulatory measures that pursue important non-trade objectives that relate to 
health and environmental protection, such as Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures and Technical Barriers to 
Trade (TBT). 
 
Source 
 
5) The government introduced amendments to which of the following laws to introduce electoral bonds? 
 1. Income Tax Act of 1961 
 2. Companies Act of 2013 
 3. Representation of the People Act of 1951 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/non-tariff-measures/NTMs-Introduction
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 Solution: d) 
 
Using the money bill route to bypass the Rajya Sabha, the government introduced regressive amendments to 
laws, including the Income Tax Act of 1961, the Companies Act of 2013, and the Representation of the People 
Act of 1951, to introduce electoral bonds. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The share of small and marginal farmers in India have decreased from the year 1980-81 to 2015-16. 
 2. The Centre has encouraged farmer producer organisations (FPOs) under the Small Farmers’ Agri-
Business Consortium (SFAC), NABARD, state governments and NGOs.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
One of the reasons for agrarian distress is the declining average size of farm holdings. The average farm size 
declined from 2.3 hectares (ha) in 1970-71 to 1.08 ha in 2015-16. The share of small and marginal farmers 
increased from 70 per cent in 1980-81 to 86 per cent in 2015-16.  
 
In the last decade, the Centre has encouraged farmer producer organisations (FPOs) to help farmers. Since 2011, 
it has intensively promoted FPOs under the Small Farmers’ Agri-Business Consortium (SFAC), NABARD, state 
governments and NGOs. 
 
Source 
 
7) Which of the following committees suggested privatisation of some operations in Indian railways? 
 a) Usha Thorat Committee 
 b) N Gopalaswami Committee 
 c) Subhash Garg Committee 
 d) Bibek Debroy committee 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Bibek Debroy committee has suggested privatisation of some operations in Indian railways. 
 
8) Internationalization of Rupee would mean 
 1. Paying in rupees both for imports and exports 
 2. Repaying in rupees for the bonds issued globally 
 3. Accumulating Indian rupee as a reserve currency all over the world by the central banks 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Internationalisation of Rupee means the following: 
 1. When Indians import, they should be able to pay in rupees 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/ensuring-trust-in-the-electoral-process/article34022063.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/nabard-agrarian-distress-farmers-protest-farm-laws-7222830/
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 2. When they export, they should accept payments in rupees 
 3. when they issue bonds globally, they should be able to repay in rupee regardless of the fact that they 
borrowed in foreign currency 
 4. All over the world individuals, companies and central banks should accumulate Indian rupee as a 
reserve currency because of its global demand. 
 
9) This government department is mainly responsible for policy issues relating to Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and 

Financial Institutions. It also deals with matters relating to National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD). It is? 

a) Department of Financial Services (DFS) 
b) Department of Disinvestment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) 
c) Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) 
d) Department of Expenditure (DoE) 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Department of Financial Services (DFS) oversees several key programs/initiatives and reforms of the 
Government concerning the Banking Sector, the Insurance Sector and the Pension Sector in India.  
 
The Department provides policy support to the Public Sector banks (PSBs), Public Sector Insurance Companies 
(PSICs) and Development Financial Institutions (DFIs) like National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD). 
 
Source 
 
10) The term demographic trap is used by demographers to describe the combination of 
 1. Sub-replacement level fertility rates 
 2. High Fertility rate 
 3. Declining mortality 
 4. Increasing Mortality 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The term demographic trap is used by demographers "to describe the combination of high fertility (birth rates) 
and declining mortality (death rates) in developing countries, resulting in a period of high population growth 
rate (PGR)."  
 
Sub-replacement fertility in demography refers to any fertility rate below the replacement rate that would cause 
the population of a certain group of people to decrease over time. 
 
11) Swiss challenge method, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) Resolving Stressed Assets  

b) Public Procurement 
c) Reducing Interest rate in the economy 
d) Public Private Partnership 

 
Solution: b) 

 
A Swiss Challenge is a method of bidding, often used in public projects, in which an interested party initiates a 
proposal for a contract or the bid for a project. The government then puts the details of the project out in the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://financialservices.gov.in/about-us/about-the-department
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public and invites proposals from others interested in executing it. On the receipt of these bids, the original 
contractor gets an opportunity to match the best bid. 
 
A Swiss Challenge may entail two rounds of bidding for a distressed company or its assets. Assume that Company 
A wins the first round of bidding by a quoting a price of ₹5,000 crore for a power plant. This will be made public 
and a second set of bids invited. If Company B quotes ₹5,500 crore, Company A will be offered a second 
opportunity to match it. If it refuses, Company B would be declared the winning bidder. If Company A steps up, 
then it will bag the power plant at ₹5,500 crore. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Union Finance Commission tries to rectify the vertical and horizontal imbalances in resources and 
expenditure responsibilities between Union and States. 
 2. State Finance Commissions that supplement the resources of panchayats and municipalities are 
constituted along with Union Finance Commission. 
 3. The Fifteenth Finance Commission for the first-time recommended performance-based grants to 
panchayats and municipalities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The primary task of the Union Finance Commission is to rectify the vertical and horizontal imbalances in 
resources and expenditure responsibilities between Union and States, which after the 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional Amendments includes the third tier of local governments. This Commission is the fifth after the 
incorporation of Part IX and Part IX-A to the Constitution which mandate the Union Finance Commission to 
supplement the resources of panchayats and municipalities on the basis of the recommendations of the State 
Finance Commission (another institution created by the Amendments).  
 
The performance-linked grants thoughtfully introduced by the Thirteenth Finance Commission earmarked 35% 
of local grants specifying six conditions for panchayats and nine for urban local governments and covered a wide 
range of reforms: from the establishment of an independent ombudsman to notifying standards for service 
sectors such as drinking water and solid waste management. 
 
The Fourteenth Finance Commission, however, cut the performance grant share to 10% for gram panchayats and 
20% to municipalities with the conditionality that all local governments will have to show improvements in own 
source revenue.  
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. More than two-thirds of India’s crude comes from the Gulf region. 
 2. India is the top importer of crude oil and products via the Suez Canal. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/a-new-auction-design-for-a-bad-bank-to-achieve-its-goals-11616432407384.html
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/still-no-recognition-of-the-third-tier/article34209337.ece
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India is the top importer of crude oil and products via the Suez Canal, higher than China, South Korea or 
Singapore, according to data from Vortexa, an oil and gas analytics platform. And more than two-thirds of India’s 
crude comes from the Gulf region. 
 
Source 
 
14) Recently the central government promulgated an ordinance allowing the use of pre-packs as an insolvency 

resolution mechanism for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) with defaults up to Rs 1 crore, 
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. Consider the following statements regarding Pre-packs. 

 1. A pre-pack is the resolution of the debt of a distressed company through an agreement between 
creditors and investors wherein creditors will agree to terms with a potential investor and seek approval of the 
resolution plan from the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).  
 2. A resolution professional takes control of management of the debtor in the case of pre-packs. 
 3. The pre-pack mechanism allows for a swiss challenge for any resolution plans. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The central government has promulgated an ordinance allowing the use of pre-packs as an insolvency 
resolution mechanism for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) with defaults up to Rs 1 crore, under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 
 
A pre-pack is the resolution of the debt of a distressed company through an agreement between secured 
creditors and investors instead of a public bidding process. 
 
Under the pre-pack system, financial creditors will agree to terms with a potential investor and seek approval 
of the resolution plan from the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 
 

What are the benefits of pre-packs over the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP)? 

• One of the key criticisms of the CIRP has been the time taken for resolution.  At the end of December 
2020, over 86 per cent of the 1717 ongoing insolvency resolution proceedings had crossed the 270-day 
threshold. One of the key reasons behind delays in the CIRPs are prolonged litigations by erstwhile 
promoters and potential bidders. 

• The pre-pack in contrast is limited to a maximum of 120 days with only 90 days available to the 
stakeholders to bring the resolution plan to the NCLT. 

• Another key difference between pre-packs and CIRP is that the existing management retains control in 
the case of pre-packs while a resolution professional takes control of the debtor as a representative of 
financial creditors in the case of CIRP. 

 
The pre-pack mechanism allows for a swiss challenge for any resolution plans which proved less than full 
recovery of dues for operational creditors. Under the swiss challenge mechanism, any third party would be 
permitted to submit a resolution plan for the distressed company and the original applicant would have to either 
match the improved resolution plan or forego the investment. 
 
Source 

 
15) All the Prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) at present helps facilitate which of the following operations? 
 1. Purchase of goods and services 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-indias-crude-oil-price-could-rise-following-blockage-of-suez-canal-7246170/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-how-does-the-pre-pack-under-insolvency-and-bankruptcy-code-work-7260652/
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 2. Money transfer 
 3. Cash withdrawal 
 4. Remittance facilities 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) help facilitate the purchase of goods and services, including financial 
services, remittances and fund transfers to family and friends against the value stored on such instruments. 
 
There are three types of PPIs—closed system PPIs, semi-closed system PPIs and open system PPIs. 
Closed system PPIs and semi-closed system PPIs do not allow to make a cash withdrawal. 
 
Open system PPIs: The most commonly used PPIs are debit and credit cards. You can make a cash withdrawal 
from these PPIs. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding G-SAP initiative, recently seen in news. 
 1. It is the initiative of the RBI, where it buys Government bonds from the secondary market. 
 2. It is long term in nature and its main intention is to stimulate the economy. 
 3. This will help the government borrowing sail through smoothly.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The RBI Governor unveiling the secondary market G-sec acquisition programme – G-SAP – in the recent monetary 
policy had many experts pointing out that this move is very similar to the quantitative easing programmes 
initiated by central banks of advanced economies. 
But while the programme is styled like QE of advanced economies, the RBI has not gone that path entirely. It’s QE 
is very short-term in nature, is restricted to G-secs and the intention is not to stimulate the economy. 
 
The announcement of G-SAP 1.0, which promised to buy government bonds worth ₹1 lakh crore from secondary 
market in the first quarter of 2021-22 was done mainly to calm bond markets. Yields of 10-year bond yields, that 
had hovered around 5.90 per cent prior to the Union Budget had shot higher past 6.20 per cent since then, mainly 
due to the large central government borrowing of ₹12.03 lakh in FY22. If the State government borrowings are to 
be added, the total borrowings could near ₹20 lakh crore. 
 
The other reason behind the G-SAP was to help the government borrowing sail through smoothly.  
 
While the G-SAP looks like a QE programme, it is not entirely so. One, the RBI has given visibility about the 
purchases in just one quarter. The quantum of purchases can be much lower/higher in the subsequent quarters. 
Typical QE programmes of other countries promise purchase of specified value of bonds for an extended period. 
Two, the QE programmes promise purchases of variety of securities such as mortgage backed securities and real 
estate bonds in order to provide liquidity to specific sectors. RBI’s program is limited to government bonds. 
The aim of the QE programmes in other countries is to impart liquidity in to the system to promote growth. The 
aim of the G-SAP is not to infuse liquidity.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/three-must-know-prepaid-payment-instruments-11617611317926.html
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Source 
 
17) Depreciation in the rupee would negatively impact Indian in which of the following areas? 
 1. Foreign education  
 2. Foreign Travel 
 3. Investments abroad 
 4. NRI sending money back home 
 5. Crude import 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 5 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Depreciation in the rupee impacts all expenditure in dollar terms— imports, foreign education, travel, 
investments abroad, medical treatment etc. On the other hand, if you are an exporter or an NRI sending money 
back home, depreciation would fetch you more rupees per dollar. 
 
A depreciating rupee increases the cost of crude import, which accounts for almost 20% of India’s imports. A rise 
in cost of crude raises fuel prices and inflation. That, in turn, leads to a rise in interest rates, which increases our 
borrowing cost. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/data-stories/data-focus/g-sap-10-has-rbi-embarked-on-the-path-of-quantitative-easing/article34311345.ece
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Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
 1. WPI pertains to only goods, not services. 
 2. WPI captures the average movement of wholesale prices of goods and is primarily used as a GDP 
deflator. 
 3. WPI has a higher weight of manufactured goods and the CPI has a greater constitution of food items. 
 4. RBI considers WPI as the main metric for the purpose of setting monetary policy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
While the Consumer Price Index-based retail inflation — the more widely tracked policy tool — looks at the price 
at which the consumer buys goods, the WPI tracks prices at the wholesale, or factory gate/mandi levels. Between 
the wholesale price and the retail price, the difference essentially is the former only tracks basic prices devoid of 
transportation cost, taxes and the retail margin etc. And that WPI pertains to only goods, not services. 
 
So, the WPI basically captures the average movement of wholesale prices of goods and is primarily used as a 
GDP deflator (the ratio of the value of goods an economy produces in a particular year at current prices to that of 
prices that prevailed during the base year). 
 
In recent years, the WPI and CPI have shown a degree of dissonance, given that the WPI has a higher weight of 
manufactured goods and the CPI has a greater constitution of food items.  
 
WPI numbers are not the RBI’s main metric for the purpose of setting monetary policy. 
 
Source  Source 
 
19) Mobile wallets in India are regulated by 
 a) Department of Telecommunications 
 b) Ministry of Finance 
 c) Reserve Bank of India 
 d) Indian Banks' Association 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The RBI proposed to enable, in a phased manner, payment system operators like mobile wallets regulated by the 
central bank to take direct membership in RTGS and NEFT. 
 
Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is the largest producer and exporter of rice in the World. 
 2. Basmati rice constitutes the largest share of rice exports from India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/bse-sensex-crash-us-dollar-vs-india-rupee-value-reserve-bank-of-india-7265176/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-despite-not-being-a-policy-tool-why-the-wpi-surge-is-worrying-7275931/
https://eaindustry.nic.in/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-money-transfer-outside-banking-system-signals-7275472/
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China is the largest rice producer in the world followed by India. 
 
India is the largest exporter of rice in the world.  
 

 
 
Source 
 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/as-more-buyers-queue-up-for-indian-rice-2020-21-exports-set-to-top-16-million-tonnes/article33930715.ece
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2. Ecology and Environment 
 
1) Making Peace with Nature report, recently seen in news is released by 
 a) World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
 b) Germanwatch   
 c) UN Environment 
 d) Conservation International 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The first UNEP synthesis report is titled: “Making Peace With Nature: A scientific blueprint to tackle the climate, 
biodiversity and pollution emergencies” and is based on evidence from global environmental assessments. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Aerosols. 

 1. Some aerosols are reflective, i.e. when the sun’s rays beam down on them, they bounce the rays 
back out of the atmosphere. 
 2. Mist, dust, particulate air pollutants and smoke are the examples of anthropogenic aerosols. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Solution: a) 
 
An aerosol is a suspension of fine solid particles or liquid droplets in air or another gas. Aerosols can be natural 
or anthropogenic. Examples of natural aerosols are fog, mist, dust, forest exudates and geyser steam. Examples of 
anthropogenic aerosols are particulate air pollutants and smoke. 
 
Aerosols influence climate in two primary ways: by changing the amount of heat that gets in or out of the 
atmosphere, or by affecting the way clouds form. 
Some aerosols, like many kinds of dust from ground-up rocks, are light-colored and even a little bit reflective. 
When the sun’s rays beam down on them, they bounce the rays back out of the atmosphere, preventing that 
heat from ever reaching Earth’s surface. The effect can be dramatic: The Mt. Pinatubo volcanic eruption in 
1991, in the Philippines, spewed the equivalent of 1.2 square miles of tiny, reflective rock particles into the 
high stratosphere—cooling the planet for two full years afterward.  
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding coal gasification and its advantage. 
 1. Coal gasification is the process of converting coal into syngas, which is a mixture of hydrogen, carbon 
monoxide and carbon dioxide. 
 2. Low-grade coal cannot be used in the coal gasification process. 
 3. It reduces dependence on imported Liquified Natural Gas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature
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Coal gasification is the process of converting coal into synthesis gas (also called syngas), which is a mixture of 
hydrogen (H2), carbon monoxide (CO) and carbon dioxide (CO2). The syngas can be used in a variety of 
applications such as in the production of electricity and making chemical products, such as fertilisers. 
 
According to the International Energy Agency’s Energy Technology Systems Analysis Programme (ETSAP), the coal 
gasification process holds good potential in the future, with coal being the most abundantly available fossil fuel 
across the world, and that even low-grade coal can be used in the process. 
 
According to the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers, urea is currently produced using pooled natural gas, which 
comprises of both domestic natural gas and imported LNG. The usage of locally available coal for making 
fertilisers would help reduce the import of LNG. 
 
4) Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
 Tiger Reserve   State 
 1. Satkosia Tiger Reserve: Maharashtra 
 2. Kanha Tiger Reserve:  Madhya Pradesh 
 3. Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve: Odsiha 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Sundari — a tigress shifted as part of India’s first inter-state translocation project in 2018 from Madhya Pradesh 
to Odisha — returned home. 
 
The tiger relocation project was initiated in 2018 wherein two big cats, a male (Mahavir) from Kanha Tiger 
Reserve and a female (Sundari) from Bandhavgarh from Madhya Pradesh were relocated to Satkosia Tiger 
Reserve in Odisha, to shore up the tiger population in the state.  
 
Source 
 
5) Many countries are aiming to achieve a net-zero emission scenario by the middle of the century. Consider the 

following statements regarding net-zero emission. 
 1. Net-zero emission mean that a country would bring down its greenhouse gas emissions to near zero. 
 2. Net-zero emission can be achieved by creating more carbon sinks such as forests and relying on 
futuristic technologies such as carbon capture and storage. 
 3. The net-zero goal does not figure in the 2015 Paris Agreement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Several other countries, including the UK and France, have already enacted laws promising to achieve a net-zero 
emission scenario by the middle of the century. Even China has promised to go net-zero by 2060.  
 
Net-zero, which is also referred to as carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a country would bring down its 
emissions to zero. Rather, net-zero is a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption and 
removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-the-first-inter-state-tiger-relocation-project-failed-7243200/
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● Absorption of the emissions can be increased by creating more carbon sinks such as forests, while 
removal of gases from the atmosphere requires futuristic technologies such as carbon capture and 
storage.  

 
The net-zero goal does not figure in the 2015 Paris Agreement, the new global architecture to fight climate 
change. The Paris Agreement only requires every signatory to take the best climate action it can.  
 
Source 
 
6) Which of the following practices can reduce emissions from agriculture? 
 1. Alternate wetting and drying of paddy.  
 2. Increasing the productivity of milk and meat production.  
 3. Organic agriculture. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
There are a number of practices that can reduce emissions from agriculture. One is alternate wetting and drying 
of paddy. “By reducing the frequency of irrigation (letting the fields drain periodically), methane emissions from 
flooded rice production can be cut in half. 
 
Another method that can work is increasing the productivity of milk and meat production. “Increasing animal 
and herd productivity means that fewer animals are required to produce the same amount of milk or meat, which 
also reduces the emissions generated in producing that food.” 
 
Many of the practices used in organic agriculture are climate smart. Organic agriculture enhances natural 
nutrient cycling and builds soil organic matter, which can also support resilience to climate change and sequester 
carbon in soils. 
 
7) Brahmaputra River is often flooded in India, but not in Tibet. What can be the possible causes for it?  

1. In India it passes through a region of high rainfall, while Tibet is a dry cold area.  
2. Brahmaputra is marked by huge deposits of silt on its bed causing the river bed to rise.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  

 
In Tibet the river carries a smaller volume of water and less silt as it is a cold and a dry area. In India it passes 
through a region of high rainfall. Here the river carries a large volume of water and considerable amount of silt. 
Every year during the rainy season, the river overflows its banks, causing widespread devastation due to floods in 
Assam and Bangladesh. Unlike other north Indian rivers the Brahmaputra is marked by huge deposits of silt on 
its bed causing the river bed to rise. The river also shifts its channel frequently. 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Namdapha National Park. 
 1. Namdapha National Park lies in the international border between India and Bhutan. 
 2. Noa-Dihing River, a tributary of the Brahmaputra flows through it. 
 3. It is India’s only reserve to have four big cat species the tiger, leopard, clouded leopard 
and snow leopard. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Namdapha, a National Park and Tiger Reserve, lies in the international border between India and Myanmar 
(Burma) within Changlang District in the state of Arunachal Pradesh in the northeast India. Namdapha National 
Park is located at a few kilometre away from Miao amidst misty blue hills along the turbulent Noa-Dihing river 
lies in the sprawling tropical rain forest. 
 
It is only park in the World to have the four Feline species of big cat namely the Tiger (Panthera Tigris), Leopard 
(Panthera Pardus), Snow Leopard (Panthera Uncia) and Clouded Leopard (Neofelis Nebulosa). 
 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Natural Gas. 
 1. Natural gas consists primarily of Nitrogen but also includes small percentage of carbon dioxide 
and methane. 
 2. Natural gas is found in deep underground rock formations or associated with other hydrocarbon 
reservoirs in coal beds. 
 3. It is used as a chemical feedstock in the manufacture of plastics and organic chemicals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Natural gas is a naturally occurring hydrocarbon gas mixture consisting primarily of methane, but commonly 
including varying amounts of other higher alkanes, and sometimes a small percentage of carbon 
dioxide, nitrogen, hydrogen sulfide, or helium. It is formed when layers of decomposing plant and animal matter 
are exposed to intense heat and pressure under the surface of the Earth over millions of years. 
 
Natural gas is a non-renewable hydrocarbon used as a source of energy for heating, cooking, and electricity 
generation. It is also used as a fuel for vehicles and as a chemical feedstock in the manufacture of plastics and 
other commercially important organic chemicals. 
 
Natural gas is found in deep underground rock formations or associated with other hydrocarbon reservoirs 
in coal beds and as methane clathrates. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 
 1. Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) have the property of long-range environmental transport (LRET). 
 2. As we move up the food chain, concentrations of POPs tend to decrease so that animals at the top of 
the food chain tend to have the low concentrations of these chemicals. 
 3. Exposure to POPs can lead to cancer and diseases of immune system. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: b) 
 
Exposure to POPs can lead to cancer, damage to central & peripheral nervous systems, diseases of immune 
system, reproductive disorders and interference with normal infant and child development. 
 
Uniqueness of POPs: 

● POPs are lipophilic, which means that they accumulate in the fatty tissue of living animals and human 
beings. 

● In fatty tissue, the concentrations can become magnified by up to 70 000 times higher than the 
background levels. 

● As you move up the food chain, concentrations of POPs tend to increase so that animals at the top of 
the food chain such as fish, predatory birds, mammals, and humans tend to have the greatest 
concentrations of these chemicals. 

 
11) Which of the following sources produce sulphur dioxide emissions? 
 1. Volcanoes 
 2. Phytoplankton 
 3. Burning of coal and oil 
 4. Smelter ovens 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Natural sources (volcanoes, fires, phytoplankton) produce sulphur dioxide, but burning sulphur-rich fossil 
fuels—primarily coal, oil, and petroleum—is the main source of the gas. Smelter ovens, which are used to 
concentrate metals found in ore, also produce it. 
 
In addition to harming human health, Sulphur dioxide reacts with water vapour to produce acid rain. Sulphur 
dioxide also can react in the atmosphere to form aerosol particles, which can contribute to outbreaks of haze and 
influence the climate. 
 
12) Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services is a report by 
 a) World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
 b) Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
 c) Conservation International 
 d) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The first ever Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, which assessed the status of 
biodiversity on the planet, said that the rate of decline in biodiversity is lower in areas where indigenous people 
own land.  
 
The Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services is a report by the United 
Nations' Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, on the global state 
of biodiversity. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Antarctic Treaty, 1961 

1. More than 100 countries are parties to Antarctic treaty. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. According to treaty, Antarctica shall continue forever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 
3. It prohibits military activity, except in support of science and prohibits nuclear explosions and the 

disposal of nuclear waste. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 2 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements, collectively known as the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS), 
regulate international relations with respect to Antarctica, Earth's only continent without a native human 
population. The treaty entered into force in 1961 and currently has 54 parties. 
 
The main objective of the ATS is to ensure in the interests of all humankind that Antarctica shall continue forever 
to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and shall not become the scene or object of international discord. 
Pursuant to Article 1, the treaty forbids any measures of a military nature, but not the presence of military 
personnel or equipment for the purposes of scientific research. 
 
Any nuclear explosions in Antarctica and the disposal there of radioactive waste material shall be prohibited. 
 
Source 
 
14) According to recent Bird census, there is a decline in the migratory birds. What could be the probable reasons 

behind this? 
 1. Increasing human footprints 
 2. Disturbance, especially around the habitats for the migratory birds 
 3. Cultivation of water chestnuts at water bodies 
 4. Increasing water level of water bodies 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What are the probable reasons behind the decline number of birds in/around Chandigarh wetlands? 
Increasing human footprints, disturbance, especially around the specific habitats for the migratory birds like 
regulatory ends of Sukhna Lake, along with increasing water level of water bodies are among major reasons for 
this trend. 
 
Contractual fishing, cultivation of water chestnuts at certain water bodies, unregulated human activities are 
among other reasons behind the disturbance in the habitats of birds. 
 
Increasing water level in Sukhna Lake is also a matter of concern. A majority of waterfowl especially migratory 
birds prefer shallow water bodies for easy availability of food.  
 
Source 
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3. Government Schemes and Programmes 
 
1) The Ministry of External Affairs too manage science and technology issues in the nation’s diplomatic matrix. In 

this context, which of the following comes under the Ministry of External Affairs? 
 1. Cyber Diplomacy Division 
 2. E-Governance & Information Technology Division 
 3. New Emerging & Strategic Technologies Division 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Ministry of External Affairs too has seen a restructuring with a Cyber Diplomacy Division, an E-Governance & 
Information Technology Division and a New Emerging & Strategic Technologies Division to manage science and 
technology issues in the nation’s diplomatic matrix. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020. 
 1. The National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 is a National Mission document providing 
the roadmap for the faster adoption of electric vehicles and their manufacturing in the country.  
 2. As part of NEMMP 2020, Ministry of Road Transport & Highways formulated Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India (FAME India) Scheme to promote manufacturing of electric 
and hybrid vehicle technology. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 2020 is a National Mission document providing the vision 
and the roadmap for the faster adoption of electric vehicles and their manufacturing in the country. This plan has 
been designed to enhance national fuel security, to provide affordable and environmentally friendly 
transportation and to enable the Indian automotive industry to achieve global manufacturing leadership. 
  
As part of the NEMMP 2020, Department of Heavy Industry formulated a Scheme viz. Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India (FAME India) Scheme in the year 2015 to promote 
manufacturing of electric and hybrid vehicle technology and to ensure sustainable growth of the same. 
 
Source  Source 
 
3) Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C), sometimes seen in news works under 
 a) Minister for Science & Technology 
 b) Niti Ayog 
 c) Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
 d) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) established under Ministry of Home affairs (MHA) to act as a nodal 
point at National level in the fight against cybercrime by providing a platform to deal with cybercrimes in a 
coordinated and comprehensive manner.  
 
Source 
 
4) The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) can designate individuals as “terrorists” under which of the following 

provisions 
 a) National Security Act, 1980  
 b) Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002 
 c) The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 
 d) Only organisations can be designated as terrorist and not individuals 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) can designate individuals as “terrorists” under the amended anti-terror law 
that was passed by the Parliament in 2019. 
 
The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), enacted in 1967, was first amended in 2004, 2008 and 2013. 
 
The UAPA as amended in August 2019 gave the MHA the power to designate individuals as terrorists. 
 
Initially in 1967, the Act concerned itself with banning “unlawful” associations alone and had no mention of 
terrorism. “Unlawful activity” was defined as activities including speeches, writings etc that supported 
secessionist claims or questioned India’s sovereignty.  
 
Source 
 
5) The Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM) component of Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus) under 

the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) will be monitored on the basis of output-outcome indicators for which 
of the following areas? 

 1. Plastic waste management 
 2. Bio-degradable solid waste management 
 3. Greywater management 
 4. Fecal sludge management 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The SLWM component of ODF Plus will be monitored on the basis of output-outcome indicators for four key 
areas: plastic waste management, bio-degradable solid waste management (including animal waste 
management), greywater management and fecal sludge management. 
 
Source 
 
6) Section 69A of the IT Act was recently in news. The powers under Section 69A of the IT Act can be exercised 

by the Government in the interest of 
 1. Sovereignty and integrity of India 
 2. Security of the State 
 3. Friendly relations with foreign States 
 4. Preventing incitement to the commission of any cognisable offence relating to public order  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The powers under Section 69A can be exercised only in the interest of “sovereignty and integrity of India, 
defence of India, security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing 
incitement to the commission of any cognisable offence relating to above.” 
 
Decency or morality is a ground available under Article 19(2) of the Constitution to impose reasonable restrictions 
upon free speech. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM (G)]. 
 1. It will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), which includes ODF sustainability and Solid and 
Liquid Waste Management (SLWM).  
 2. The program aims to ensure that no one is left behind and everyone uses a toilet.  
 3. The program will be implemented with 100 percent financial assistance from the Centre. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, had approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen) [SBM (G)] till 2024-25, which will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), which includes ODF 
sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM). The program will also work towards ensuring that 
no one is left behind and everyone uses a toilet.  
 
SBM (G) Phase-II will also be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25. 
 
The fund sharing pattern between Centre and States will be 90:10 for North-Eastern States and Himalayan 
States and UT of J&K; 60:40 for other States; and 100:0 for other Union Territories, for all the components.  
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre 

(NCIIPC). 
 1. National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) is an organization of the 
Government of India created under the Information Technology Act. 
 2. It is designated as the National Nodal Agency in respect of Critical Information Infrastructure 
Protection. 
 3. It exchanges cyber incidents and other information relating to attacks and vulnerabilities with Indian 
Computer Emergency Response Team and other concerned organisations in the field. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: d) 
 
National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) is an organisation of the Government of 
India created under Sec 70A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (amended 2008), through a gazette 
notification on 16th Jan 2014 based in New Delhi, India. It is designated as the National Nodal Agency in respect 
of Critical Information Infrastructure Protection. 
 
Vision: To facilitate safe, secure and resilient Information Infrastructure for Critical Sectors of the Nation 
 

 
 
Source  Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted pursuant to Article 15 of 
the Constitution. 
 2. According to the POCSO Act, 2012, it is the legal duty upon a person who has knowledge that a child 
has been sexually abused to report the offence. 
 3. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child protects children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and 
pornography. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Aggravated penetrative sexual assault under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 is 
the equivalent provision for aggravated rape. A person can be charged with this offence in certain aggravating 
circumstances, such as if the rape occurs within a relationship of trust or authority, or if it leads to pregnancy, 
among others. Under POCSO, the consent of a person under the age of 18 is irrelevant, regardless of the nature 
and circumstance of the sexual interaction, or the particulars of the person with whom it takes place. This means 
that any sex with a minor is rape. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The Act also provides for mandatory reporting of sexual offences. This casts a legal duty upon a person who has 
knowledge that a child has been sexually abused to report the offence; if he fails to do so, he may be punished 
with six months’ imprisonment and/ or a fine. 
 
POCSO was enacted pursuant to Article 15 of the Constitution, which allows the state to make special provisions 
for women and children, and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, to protect children from sexual 
assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding National Dairy Development Board (NDDB). 
 1. National Dairy Development Board is an institution of national importance set up by an Act 
of Parliament of India. 
 2. Cooperative principles and cooperative strategies are fundamental to the board's efforts. 
 3. It organises farmer’s orientation programmes across the country, under which women farmers are 
trained in scientific best practices on animal health and clean milk production. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The National Dairy Development Board is an institution of national importance set up by an Act of Parliament 
of India. 
The Board was created to finance, support and support producer-owned and controlled organisations. Its 
programmes and activities seek to strengthen farmer cooperatives and support national policies that are 
favourable to the growth of such institutions. Cooperative principles and cooperative strategies are fundamental 
to the board's efforts. 
 
The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) now organises farmer’s orientation programmes across the 
country, under which women farmers are trained in scientific best practices on animal health, fodder quality, 
clean milk production, and accounts management. 
 
Source 
 
11) Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, which paved the way for issuing a certificate of 

transgender identity, is in spirit with international conventions like 
 1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
 3. Yogyakarta Principles 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The recently enacted Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, which paved the way for issuing a 
certificate of transgender identity, is in spirit with international conventions, particularly the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, 1948, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966, and the Yogyakarta 
Principles, 2006. 
 
Source 
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4. Science and Technology 
 
1) With reference to Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), consider the following statements. 

1. It is the second generation launch vehicle 
2. It successfully launched two spacecraft such as Chandrayaan-1 and Mars Orbiter Spacecraft. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is the third generation launch vehicle of India. It is the first Indian launch 
vehicle to be equipped with liquid stages.  
 
After its first successful launch in October 1994, PSLV emerged as the reliable and versatile workhorse launch 
vehicle of India with 39 consecutively successful missions by June 2017. During 1994-2017 period, the vehicle has 
launched 48 Indian satellites and 209 satellites for customers from abroad. 
 
The vehicle successfully launched two spacecraft – Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and Mars Orbiter Spacecraft in 2013 – 
that later travelled to Moon and Mars respectively. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous 

Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 
 1. GSLV was developed to launch low-Earth Orbit satellites into polar and sun synchronous orbits. 
 2. PSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites into orbit.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Differences between PSLV and GSLV: 

1. India has two operational launchers- Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 

2. PSLV is the third generation launch vehicle of India and the first Indian launch vehicle which is equipped 
with liquid stages. 

3. GSLV, on the other hand, is the fourth generation launch vehicle and is a three-stage vehicle with four 
liquid strap-ons. 

4. PSLV was developed to launch low-Earth Orbit satellites into polar and sun synchronous orbits. It has 
since proved its versatility by launching geosynchronous, lunar and interplanetary spacecraft successfully. 

5. On the other hand, GSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous 
satellites into orbit. In its third and final stage, GSLV uses the indigenously developed cryogenic upper 
stage. 

6. PSLV is designed mainly to deliver the earth observation or remote sensing satellites, whereas, GSLV has 
been designed for launching communication satellites. 

7. GSLV delivers satellites into a higher elliptical orbit, Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) and 
Geosynchronous Earth Orbit (GEO). 

8. PSLV can carry satellites up to a total weight of 2000 kgs into space and reach up to an altitude of 600-900 
km. GSLV can carry weight up to 5000 kgs and reach up to 36,000 km. 
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3) A research project has been flagged off for gathering samples for genome mapping of microorganisms in the 
Indian Ocean. The genome mapping in the ocean will help to 

 1. Understand the internal working of the ecosystem of the Indian Ocean.  
 2. Identify the factors controlling the changes in RNA and DNA of microbes in the oceans. 
 3. Understand the adaptation of microbes to various micronutrients like nitrates, sulphates and silicates 
in the ocean. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What will the scientists learn from the genome mapping in the ocean? 
 
This will help scientists understand the internal working of the ecosystem of the Indian Ocean. The research will 
enable scientists to identify the factors controlling the changes in RNA, DNA in the oceans, and various stressors 
impacting them. The ocean has several micronutrients like nitrates, sulphates and silicates, minerals like iron ore 
and zinc, and trace metals like cadmium or copper. The genome mapping will show the presence of which these 
microbes have adapted to, in addition to their reaction to atmospheric carbon dioxide. This will help in identifying 
which part of the ocean has a greater concentration of which mineral or element. 
 
Exploring the ocean genome will enable an increase in the growing number of commercial biotechnology 
applications, extending from multiple anticancer treatments to cosmetics and industrial enzymes, to antiviral 
molecules… Exploration of the ocean at a genetic level will result in new insights into taxonomy and adaptive 
capacity that can help optimize conservation efforts 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Brucellosis. 

1. Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that mainly infects cattle, swine, goats, sheep and dogs. 
2. Humans get infected if they come in direct contact with infected animals and not by eating or drinking 
contaminated animal products. 
3. Human to human transmission is very rare. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that mainly infects cattle, swine, goats, sheep and dogs. Humans can get infected 
if they come in direct contact with infected animals or by eating or drinking contaminated animal products or 
by inhaling airborne agents. According to the WHO, most cases of the disease are caused by ingesting 
unpasteurised milk or cheese from infected goats or sheep. 
Symptoms of the disease include fever, sweats, malaise, anorexia, headache and muscle pain. While some signs 
and symptoms can last for long periods of time, others may never go away. These include recurrent fevers, 
arthritis, swelling of the testicles and scrotum area, swelling of the heart, neurologic symptoms, chronic fatigue, 
depression and swelling of the liver or spleen. 
Human to human transmission is very rare. 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Black holes. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 1. A black hole is an astronomical object with a gravitational pull so strong that nothing, not even light, 
can escape from it.  
 2. The area outside the boundary of Black holes, called the event horizon does emit all kinds of radiations, 
even visible light. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Black holes do not emit or radiate anything, even light. So, there is no way their image can be captured. But the 
area just outside its boundary, called the event horizon, which has vast amounts of gas, clouds and plasma 
swirling violently, does emit all kinds of radiations, even visible light. 
 
6) Scientists usually study asteroids for which of the following reasons? 
 1. Asteroids provide information about the formation and history of planets and the sun. 
 2. To look for asteroids that might be potentially hazardous. 
 3. Asteroids offer a source of volatiles and an extraordinarily rich supply of minerals. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The scientific interest in asteroids is largely due to their status as the remnant debris from the inner solar system 
formation process. Because some of these objects can collide with the Earth, asteroids are also important for 
having significantly modified the Earth's biosphere in the past. They will continue to do so in the future. In 
addition, asteroids offer a source of volatiles and an extraordinarily rich supply of minerals that can be exploited 
for the exploration and colonization of our solar system in the twenty-first century. 
 
Scientists study asteroids to look for information about the formation and history of planets and the sun since 
asteroids were formed at the same time as other objects in the solar system. Another reason for tracking them is 
to look for asteroids that might be potentially hazardous. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Among all human pathogens, bacteria tend to become most resistant to antibiotics because of their 
physiology. 
 2. Bacteria does not exchange resistant genes during sexual reproduction.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Among all human pathogens, bacteria tend to become most resistant to antibiotics because of their physiology. 
Since they are unicellular, bacteria have smaller number of genes compared to multicellular organisms. Therefore, 
even the slightest of changes in their genetic system resulting from exposure to antibiotics alters their pathogenic 
characteristic.  
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Moreover, since they reproduce rapidly, an entirely new 'type' of antibiotic-resistant bacteria species can evolve 
from one mutated individual in a very short time. Bacteria also exchange resistant genes during sexual 
reproduction. This happened in the case of Neisseria gonorrhoeae bacterium becoming resistant to penicillin. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding NISAR mission. 
 1. NISAR is a satellite wholly developed by ISRO, that will detect movements of the earth’s surface. 
 2. It uses synthetic aperture radar that produces high-resolution images. 
 3. It will help track changes in croplands, hazard sites and to monitor crises such as volcanic eruptions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
NASA and ISRO are collaborating on developing a satellite called NISAR, which will detect movements of the 
planet’s surface as small as 0.4 inches over areas about half the size of a tennis court. 
 
The satellite will be launched in 2022 from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, India, into a near-polar 
orbit and will scan the globe every 12 days over the course of its three-year mission of imaging the Earth’s land, 
ice sheets and sea ice to give an “unprecedented” view of the planet. 
 
The name NISAR is short for NASA-ISRO-SAR. SAR here refers to the synthetic aperture radar that NASA will use 
to measure changes in the surface of the Earth. Essentially, SAR refers to a technique for producing high-
resolution images. Because of the precision, the radar can penetrate clouds and darkness, which means that it 
can collect data day and night in any weather. 
 
During the course of three years, the images will allow scientists to track changes in croplands, hazard sites and 
will help them to monitor crises such as volcanic eruptions. The images will be detailed enough to show local 
changes and broad enough to measure regional trends.  
 
Source 

 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Ocean Energy. 
 1. Various forms of ocean energy include tidal, wave and ocean thermal energy. 
 2. Ocean Energy is considered as renewable energy and is eligible for meeting the non-solar Renewable 
Purchase Obligations (RPO). 
 3. In India, Ocean Energy capacity is installed in Khambat & Kutch regions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has declared Ocean Energy as renewable energy. 
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has clarified to all the stakeholders that energy produced using 
various forms of ocean energy such as tidal, wave, ocean thermal energy conversion among others shall be 
considered as renewable energy and shall be eligible for meeting the non-solar Renewable Purchase 
Obligations (RPO). 
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As of date, there is not any installed Ocean Energy capacity in India. 
 
According to MNRE, the total identified potential of tidal energy is about 12,455 MW, with potential locations 
identified at Khambat & Kutch regions, and large backwaters, where barrage technology could be used. The total 
theoretical potential of wave energy in India along the country’s coast is estimated to be about 40,000 MW – 
these are preliminary estimates. This energy is however less intensive than what is available in more northern and 
southern latitudes. Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) has a theoretical potential of 180,000 MW in India 
subject to suitable technological evolution. 
 
Source 

 
10) NASA’s Ingenuity mission is related to 
 a) Study Neptune and Uranus during planetary flybys 
 b) Deep space exploration systems 
 c) Flying Helicopter on Mars 
 d) Nuclear-powered drone to search for life on Mars 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
NASA’s Ingenuity Mars Helicopter became the first aircraft in history to make a powered, controlled flight on 
another planet. 

 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Remdesivir. 
 1. Remdesivir is an injectable anti-viral that kills the virus in the human body. 
 2. It was used to treat SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome) and MERS (Middle East respiratory 
syndrome). 
 3. It is usually given in the early stages of hospitalisation, since late use has little effect. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Remdesivir is an injectable anti-viral that aims to prevent replication of the virus. It was manufactured in 2014 
to treat Ebola, and has since been used to treat SARS and MERS. In 2020, it was repurposed for Covid treatment. 
Clinical experience has shown it works best in mildly ill patients, and in early stages of hospitalisation; late use 
has little effect. 
 
Source 
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5. International Relations and Organisations 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding the funding of World Health Organisation (WHO). 
 1. WHO gets its funding from Member States paying for their membership dues and voluntary 
contributions from Member States and other partners. 
 2. The WHO Foundation, a legal entity of WHO facilitates contributions from the general public, individual 
major donors and corporate partners to WHO. 
 3. For the 2018/2019 biennium, USA was the top contributor to WHO. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
WHO gets its funding from two main sources: Member States paying their assessed contributions (countries’ 
membership dues), and voluntary contributions from Member States and other partners. 
 
Assessed contributions (AC) are a percentage of a country’s Gross Domestic Product (the percentage is agreed by 
the UN General Assembly). Member States approve them every two-years at the World Health Assembly. They 
cover less than 20% of the total budget. 
The remainder of WHO’s financing is in the form of voluntary contributions (VC), largely from Member States as 
well as from other United Nations organizations, intergovernmental organizations, philanthropic foundations, the 
private sector, and other sources.  
 
The WHO Foundation was launched on 27 May 2020. It is legally separate from WHO and it will facilitate 
contributions from the general public, individual major donors and corporate partners to WHO and trusted 
partners to deliver on high-impact programmes. 
 

 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 

1. The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff system wherein differential tariff 
could be imposed by a nation on various countries depending upon factors such as whether it is a 
developed country or a developing country. 
2. Generalized System of Preferences is outside the purview of WTO. 
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3. India has an untapped export potential in the European Union (EU) and is among the least beneficiaries 
of the EU’s GSP. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western Europe. The top products with 
export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery, chemicals, machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and 
plastic. India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) for several 
of these products. In fact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP 
valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise exports to the EU. 
 
The Generalized System of Preferences, or GSP, is a preferential tariff system which provides tariff reduction on 
various products. The concept of GSP is very different from the concept of "most favored nation" (MFN). MFN 
status provides equal treatment in the case of tariff being imposed by a nation but in case of GSP differential 
tariff could be imposed by a nation on various countries depending upon factors such as whether it is a 
developed country or a developing country. Both the rules comes under the purview of WTO. 
 
Source 
 
3) Which of the following are recognised as "Three Sisters" by the World Trade Organization's (WTO) Sanitary 

and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Agreement? 
 1. International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)  
 2. Codex Alimentarius Commission 
 3. Pacific Plant Protection Organization 
 4. World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) is one of the "Three Sisters" recognized by the World Trade 
Organization's (WTO) Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Agreement, along with the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission for food safety standards and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) for animal health 
standards. 
 
4) Eastern Economic Forum, sometimes seen in news is the initiative of 
 a) China 
 b) Japan 
 c) Russia 
 d) South Korea 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Eastern Economic Forum is an international forum held each year in Vladivostok, Russia, for the purpose of 
encouraging foreign investment in the Russian Far East. 

 
5) Faith for rights (F4R) movement, recently seen in news is associated with 
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a) Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
 b) United Nations 
 c) World Economic Forum (WEF)  
 d) Oxfam International 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Faith for Rights, a UN-led movement which campaigns against incitement to national, racial or religious hatred, 
and exposes legislative patterns, judicial practices and government policies that undercut peaceful coexistence of 
different faiths. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements about International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 

1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral treaty adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
2. The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals including rights to 
due process and a fair trial. 
3. The ICCPR is part of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 
 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly. The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, 
including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights 
to due process and a fair trial. 
• The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR). 
• The ICCPR is monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee. 
• China has signed the Covenant but not ratified it. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI). 
 1. GPAI is a first initiative of its type for evolving better understanding of the challenges and opportunities 
around Artificial Intelligence. 
 2. The goal is to facilitate international collaboration, reduce duplication between governments, and act 
as a global reference point on discussions on responsible AI. 
 3. It is supported by Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) is an international and multi-stakeholder initiative that 
aims to advance the responsible and human-centric development and use of artificial intelligence. Specifically, 
GPAI brings together leading experts from science, industry, civil society, and governments to "bridge the gap 
between theory and practice" through applied AI projects and activities. The goal is to facilitate international 
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collaboration, reduce duplication between governments, and act as a global reference point on discussions on 
responsible AI. 
The OECD hosts a dedicated secretariat to support GPAI's governing bodies and activities. 
 
Source 
 
8) Which of the following countries are members of both BIMSTEC and SAARC? 
 1. Bangladesh 
 2. Bhutan 
 3. Myanmar 
 4. Sri Lanka 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The BIMSTEC member states – Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 
 
SAARC member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
 
9) Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), is related to 
 a) Indian military action carried out in 1984 to remove militant religious leaders in Punjab 
 b) U.S. government’s Global War on Terrorism 
 c) Reassure safe passage of Indian flagged vessels transiting through Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman 
 d) Humanitarian assistance aimed to supply relief packages to Bangladesh for migrant 
Rohingya Muslims 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) was the official name used by the U.S. government for the Global War on 
Terrorism. Operation Enduring Freedom primarily refers to the War in Afghanistan, but it is also affiliated 
with counterterrorism operations in other countries. 
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
 1. NATO membership is open to any country that is willing to accept the terms of the military alliance. 
 2. All decisions are taken by consensus in NATO. 

3.  The Membership Action Plan (MAP) of NATO is a military code that prohibits attack on member 
countries by any of the NATO members.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
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A “NATO decision” is the expression of the collective will of all 30 member countries since all decisions are 
taken by consensus. 
NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military capacity 
needed to undertake crisis-management operations. These are carried out under the Washington Treaty - NATO’s 
founding treaty - or under a UN mandate, alone or in cooperation with other countries and international 
organizations. 
 
The Membership Action Plan (MAP) is a NATO programme of advice, assistance and practical support tailored to 
the individual needs of countries wishing to join the Alliance. 
 
Source 
 
11) Countries that are included in the FATF Grey list may face which of the following  

1. Economic sanctions from IMF and World Bank. 
2. Problem in getting loans from other countries. 
3. International boycott. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
 
Black List: Countries knowns as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 
countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, adding 
or deleting entries. 
 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in 
the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
Considered in the grey list may face: 

• Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB. 

• Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries. 

• Reduction in international trade. 

• International boycott. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). 
 1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an inter-governmental forum for Pacific Rim member 
economies that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 
 2. APEC is recognized as one of the highest-level multilateral blocs and oldest forums in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
 3. China, Russia and India are the members of APEC. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an inter-governmental forum for 21 Pacific Rim member 
economies that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 
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Headquartered in Singapore, the APEC is recognized as one of the highest-level multilateral blocs and oldest 
forums in the Asia-Pacific region, and exerts a significant global influence.  
 
India has requested membership in APEC, and received initial support from the United States, Japan, Australia 
and Papua New Guinea. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Group – 4’ (G4) nations. 

1. G4 nations are group of four countries which support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the 
United Nations Security Council. 
2. G4 nations includes Brazil, India, Australia and Japan. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which support each other's bids 
for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council. Unlike the G7, where the common denominator is 
the economy and long-term political motives, the G4's primary aim is the permanent member seats on the 
Security Council. 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
 1. UNCLOS is a UN specialised agency that defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to 
their use of the world's oceans and the management of marine natural resources. 
 2. International Seabed Authority (ISA) and International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) were 
established by the UNCLOS. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines the rights and responsibilities of nations 
with respect to their use of the world's oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the 
management of marine natural resources.  
 
International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to organize, regulate and control all mineral-related 
activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (referred to as "the Area"), an 
area underlying most of the world's oceans. It is an organization established by the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea. 
 
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an intergovernmental organization created by the 
mandate of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. It was established by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
 
Source 
 
15) Afghanistan is a member of which of the following organisations and Agreements? 
 1. South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) 
 2. South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)  
 3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
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 4. South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
 5. Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 b) 2, 4, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Afghanistan is a member of WTO, SAARC, Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), and OIC. It holds an 
observer status in SCO.  
 
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) is an agreement reached on January 6, 2004, at the 12th SAARC 
summit in Islamabad, Pakistan. It created a free-trade area in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. 
 2. India has its own refugee policy according to which India accepts refugees who are unable or unwilling 
to return owing to the fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion and nationality. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Under the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and the subsequent 1967 Protocol, the word refugee 
pertains to any person who is outside their country of origin and unable or unwilling to return owing to well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or 
political opinion.  
 
India has welcomed refugees in the past, and on date, nearly 300,000 people here are categorised as refugees. 
But India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention or the 1967 Protocol. Nor does India have a refugee 
policy or a refugee law of its own. 
 
Over the last four years, all efforts by Bangladesh to persuade Myanmar to take back the Rohingya at Cox’s Bazaar 
have been unsuccessful. India managed to send back a handful with much difficulty. 
But in terming Rohingya in India as “illegal” (in contrast to calling them refugees in Bangladesh) and pledging to 
send them back to Myanmar, India is going against the principle of “non-refoulement”, to which it is bound as a 
signatory to other international treaties such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Non-
refoulement means no refugee shall be returned in any manner to any country where he or she would be at risk 
of persecution. 
 
Source 
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6. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people.  
 2. Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutionally mandated body that balances revenue power with 
expenditure responsibilities. 
 3. In the 15th FC recommendations, there is material shrinkage in the relative size of the divisible pool 
from Centre to states because of the increase in the surcharges and cesses. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people. In India, one constitutionally mandated 
body that is designed to deliver on this promise, in a manner that balances revenue power with expenditure 
responsibilities, is the Finance Commission (FC). The FC is constituted every five years and its scope is set out each 
time in a document called the Terms of Reference (ToR). It is received political tradition for the incumbent 
government to accept the FC’s recommendations once they are tabled. 
 
The 15th FC devolves 41% of the Centre’s divisible pool of revenues to states. This number is exactly the same as 
that recommended by the previous FC (with an adjustment for the new status of Jammu and Kashmir as a Union 
Territory). However, there is material shrinkage in the relative size of the divisible pool because surcharges and 
cesses, which are not counted in that pool, have increased materially from about 10% of the total pool in 2010 
to about 20%. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Any member of the Parliament can oppose the introduction of a bill by stating that it initiates 
legislation outside the legislative competence of the Parliament. 
 2. All Government bills automatically go to Parliamentary committees for examination.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Any member of the Parliament can oppose the introduction of a bill by stating that it initiates legislation 
outside the legislative competence of the Parliament. There is limited debate, and the house in which the bill is 
getting introduced does not delve into constitutional niceties. MPs also get an opportunity to discuss a bill’s 
constitutionality while debating it in the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. But on both these occasions, the strength of 
the argument does not determine the legislative outcome. The Parliament’s decision depends on the numbers 
that the treasury and opposition benches command on the house floor. So, when the treasury benches have the 
numbers, the government faces no difficulty getting its legislative proposals through Parliament. 
 
The real opportunity for probing a bill’s constitutionality arises when a parliamentary committee is examining it.  
 
The committee process also has the advantage of drawing on constitutional expertise outside of the law ministry. 
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But our parliamentary committee process has a fatal flaw. Government bills do not automatically go to 
committees for examination. Ministers get an option to refer their bill to a select committee. They often don’t 
exercise this option and request the presiding officers to not send the bill to a ministry specific departmentally 
related committee. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements.  
 1. Prices of milk in the country are decided entirely by market forces.  

2. ‘Preservation of cattle’ is a matter on which the legislature of the States has exclusive powers to 
legislate. 
3. Improving animal husbandry and the quality of cattle breed is one of the Directive Principles of State 
Policy in the Constitution of India.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: b)  
 

Prices of milk in the country are decided by the Cooperative and Private dairies based on cost of production. 
Under the distribution of legislatives powers between the Union of India and States under Article 246(3) of the 
Constitution, the preservation of cattle is a matter on which the legislature of the States has exclusive powers to 
legislate. 
 
As per article 48 of Indian Constitution the state shall endeavour to organize agriculture and animal husbandry on 
modern and scientific lines and shall in particular take steps for preserving improving the breed, and prohibiting 
the slaughter, of cows and calves and other milch and draught cattle.  
 
4) Consider the following statements. 

1. A foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond their validity cannot be 
considered as an illegal immigrant. 
2. Only the Union Government has the power to identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India 
illegally. 
3. Long-term visa (LTV) holders can take up private-sector employment and enrol in any academic 
institution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: d) 

 
In 2011, the Centre circulated to all states and Union Territories a Standard Operating Procedure to deal with 
foreign nationals who claimed to be refugees. 
An illegal immigrant can be a foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond 
their validity, or a foreign national who enters without valid travel documents. 
Cases that can be prima facie justified on grounds of well-founded fears of persecution on account of race, 
religion, sex, nationality, ethnic identity, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, can be 
recommended by states or Union Territories to the Home Ministry for a long-term visa (LTV) after due security 
verification. LTV-holders are allowed to take up private-sector employment and enrol in any academic 
institution. 
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Section 3(2)(c) of the Foreigners Act, 1946 gives the Centre the right to deport a foreign national. The power to 
identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India illegally has been delegated to the states, Union 
Territories and the Home Ministry’s Bureau of Immigration. 
 
Illegal immigrants intercepted at the border can be sent back then and there. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha is subordinate to the speaker of Lok Sabha. 
 2. Till now the Deputy Speaker is always elected along with the speaker of Lok Sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha is not subordinate to the speaker of lok sabha, He is responsible to the Lok 
sabha and the second highest ranking legislative officer of the Lok Sabha. 
 
The Deputy Speaker is elected in the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after the General elections for a term of 5 
years from amongst the members of the Lok Sabha. 
 
A striking feature of the current Lok Sabha is the absence of a Deputy Speaker. Article 93 of the Constitution 
states that “... The House of the People shall, as soon as may be, choose two members of the House to be 
respectively Speaker and Deputy Speaker….” Usually, the Deputy Speaker is elected within a couple of months of 
the formation of a new Lok Sabha, with the exception in the 1998-99 period, when it took 269 days to do so. By 
the time of the next session of Parliament, two years would have elapsed without the election of a Deputy 
Speaker.  
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements about National Commission for Women (NCW). 

1. It has all the powers of a civil court.  
2. It can attend to cases of harassment of women and order appropriate punishments. 
3. It can review the Constitutional and Legal safeguards for women.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2, 3  
b) 1 only 
c) 3 only   
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: c)  

 
The National Commission for Women was set up as statutory body in January 1992 under the National 
Commission for Women Act, 1990 to : 

• review the Constitutional and Legal safeguards for women; 

• recommend remedial legislative measures; 

• facilitate redressal of grievances and advise the Government on all policy matters affecting women.  
It is an advisory body, not a court. It can attend to grievances but only recommend action, and not order 
punishments.  
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding None Of The Above (NOTA) provision in EVMs in India. 
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 1. It was introduced according to the directions of Supreme Court. 
 2. The right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of the voters. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In 2013, the Supreme Court, in a landmark verdict, introduced ‘None of the Above’ or NOTA to allow voters to 
cast a “negative vote” to reject all candidates as unworthy. 
The court held that the right to vote as well as the right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of 
the voters, and said the option would foster “purity” and “vibrancy” in elections. It also expressed hope that 
NOTA would force political parties to choose better candidates, and negative voting would lead to systematic 
change in polls. 
 
Source 
 
8) The NOTA voting option is applicable in 
 1. Lok Sabha elections 
 2. State Legislative Assembly Elections 
 3. Election of the President and Vice-President   
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
"None of the Above" (or NOTA) has been provided as an option to the voters of India in most elections since 
2009. The Supreme Court in PUCL vs. Union of India Judgement 2013 directed the use of NOTA in the context of 
direct elections to the Lok Sabha and the respective state assemblies.  
 
Source 
 
9) Which of the following bodies is the designated authority to examine and act upon purported malpractices in 

local body elections?   
a) The Election Commission of India (ECI)   
b) State Election Commission 
d) Zila Parishad 
d) District Planning Committee (DPC) 
 
Solution:  b) 
 

Article 324 of the Indian Constitution provides for an independent Election Commission for the ‘superintendence, 
direction and control of the electoral roll and the conduct of elections’ in India. These words in the Constitution 
are very important, for they give the Election Commission a decisive role in virtually everything to do with 
elections. 
But, the Election Commission is NOT responsible for the conduct of local body elections.  
The State Election Commissioners work independently of the Election Commission of India and each has its 
own sphere of operation. 
Only the State Election Commission may take necessary actions for the successful conduct of these elections.  
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10) Consider the following statements regarding National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). 
 1. National Commission for Backward Classes is a non-constitutional body under the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment. 
 2. The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India.  
 3. The commission considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of communities notified as 
backward for the purpose of job reservations. 
 4. The commission have the same powers as a Civil Court. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 3, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
National Commission for Backward Classes is a constitutional body (123rd constitutional amendment bill 2017 
and 102nd amendment 2018 in constitution to make it constitutional body) (Article 338B of the Indian 
Constitution) under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment established on 14 August 1993. It was 
constituted pursuant to the provisions of the National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993. 
 
The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India. 
 
The commission considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of communities notified as backward for 
the purpose of job reservations and tenders the needful advice to the Central Government as per Section 9(1) of 
the NCBC Act, 1993. Similarly, the states have also constituted commissions for BC's.  
 
The National Commission for Backward Classes, National Commission for Scheduled Castes as well as National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes have the same powers as a Civil Court. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Parliamentary democracy, with a cabinet form of government, is part of the basic structure of the 
Indian Constitution.  
 2. A balanced federal structure mandates that the States enjoy freedom without any unsolicited 
interference from the Central Government with respect to matters which exclusively fall within State’s domain. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Parliamentary democracy, with a cabinet form of government, is part of the basic structure of the Indian 
Constitution. Its first article reads, “India that is Bharat shall be a Union of States.” 
 
The Constitution has mandated a federal balance wherein independence of a certain required degree is assured 
to the State Governments. 
As opposed to centralism, a balanced federal structure mandates that the Union does not usurp all powers and 
the States enjoy freedom without any unsolicited interference from the Central Government with respect to 
matters which exclusively fall within their domain. 

 
12) Substantive equality adopted by some countries, means that 
 a) All people must be equally treated at all times. 
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 b) Absolute equality in all spheres and to every person. 
 c) Providing equal opportunities for disadvantaged and marginalized groups 
 d) Abolition of all special rights and privileges 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The stigma attached to menstruation and restrictions in the private and public sphere for the duration of 
menstruation have long been part of women’s lives in India. The notion of menstruating women being “impure”, 
a notion which targets the physiological feature of being women. 
 
The first ground for rejecting such practices is thus differential treatment, which directly discriminates women on 
the ground of their sex and is impermissible under Article 14 of the Constitution. Viewed from another lens, it is 
also against the notion of substantive equality adopted by the Constitution. In fact, it supports a more formal 
notion of equality of ‘separate but equal treatment’.  
 
Substantive equality is a fundamental aspect of human rights law that is concerned with equitable outcomes 
and equal opportunities for disadvantaged and marginalized people and groups in society. 
 
Source 
 
13) 69th Constitutional Amendment Act is related to 
 a) Granting Representative form of government for the NCT of Delhi 
 b) Granting statehood after Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh 
 c) Constitutional status and protection to cooperative societies 
 d) Disqualification on grounds of defection 
 

Solution: a) 
 
The 69th Constitutional Amendment passed in 1991 through which Article 239 AA was added to the Constitution. 
The amendment envisioned a representative form of government for the NCT of Delhi which until then was just 
known as Delhi administration, with officers reporting directly to the lieutenant governor (LG). 
 
It was only after the 1991 constitutional amendment was passed that Parliament enacted the NCT of Delhi Act 
1991 based on the constitutional mandate.  
 
Source 

 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Access to justice for the weaker sections of the society is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair 
treatment under Indian legal system.  
 2. Equal justice and free legal aid is one of the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) under the Indian 
Constitution. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Access to justice for the poor is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair treatment under our legal system. 
Hence, Lok Adalats (literally, ‘People’s Court’) were established to make justice accessible and affordable to all. It 
was a forum to address the problems of crowded case dockets outside the formal adjudicatory system. 
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The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, inserted Article 39A to ensure “equal justice and free legal aid”. 
To this end, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament and it came into force in 1995 “to 
provide free and competent legal services to weaker sections of the society” and to “organise Lok Adalats to 
secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity”. 
 
Source 
 
15) Litigants approach Lok Adalats mainly because it is a party-driven process, allowing them to reach an 

amicable settlement. Which of the following are the attributes of Lak Adalats? 
 1. Speed of settlement of cases 
 2. Procedural flexibility 
 3. Economic affordability 
 4. Finality of awards 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Litigants are forced to approach Lok Adalats mainly because it is a party-driven process, allowing them to reach an 
amicable settlement. When compared to litigation, and even other dispute resolution devices, such as arbitration 
and mediation, Lok Adalats offer parties speed of settlement, as cases are disposed of in a single day; procedural 
flexibility, as there is no strict application of procedural laws such as the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and the 
Indian Evidence Act, 1872; economic affordability, as there are no court fees for placing matters before the Lok 
Adalat; finality of awards, as no further appeal is allowed. This prevents delays in settlement of disputes. More 
importantly, the award issued by a Lok Adalat, after the filing of a joint compromise petition, has the status of a 
civil court decree. 
 
Source 

 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Gram Sabha is a channel to include the less privileged section of society and ensure their participation 
in the village level governance. 
 2. Construction and maintenance of roads within the village is not the responsibility of the Gram 
Panchayat (GP). 
 3. Gram Panchayats generate their own source of revenue in the form of tax or non-tax revenue by 
renting shops, house tax and clean water fee.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Since all eligible voters of the village can participate in the Gram Sabha, it is a channel to include the less 
privileged section of society and ensure their participation in the village level governance wherein they can 
advocate their developmental aspirations.  
 
While connectivity of one village with another is beyond the jurisdiction of a GP, construction and maintenance of 
roads within the village is the responsibility of the GP.  
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Most of the GPs are found reluctant to raise own source of revenue (OSR) in the selected sample. However, some 
of the GPs are able to generate OSR in the form of tax or non-tax revenue by renting shops, house tax and clean 
water fee. 
 
Source 

 
17) As an alternative dispute resolution tool, Lok Adalats are regularly organised to help parties reach a 

compromise. Which of the following cases are usually taken up by Lok Adalats to help parties reach a 
compromise? 

 1. Motor-accident claims 
 2. Disputes related to public-utility services 
 3. Cases related to dishonour of cheques 
 4. Matrimonial disputes including divorce 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
As an alternative dispute resolution tool, Lok Adalats are regularly organised to help parties reach a compromise. 
Motor-accident claims, disputes related to public-utility services, cases related to dishonour of cheques, and land, 
labour and matrimonial disputes (except divorce) are usually taken up by Lok Adalats. 
 
Source 

 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. B.R. Ambedkar asserted that Article 32 is the very soul of the Constitution. 
 2. Under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court has the power to issue writs 
appropriate for enforcement of all the Fundamental rights conferred by Part III of the Constitution. 
 3. No Act of Parliament can exclude or curtail the powers of the Constitutional Courts with regard to the 
enforcement of fundamental rights. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The words of the Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee, B.R. Ambedkar who asserted, inter alia, that 
Article 32 is the very soul of the Constitution and the most important Article in the Constitution. 
Under Article 32 of the Constitution of India, the Supreme Court has the power to issue writs appropriate for 
enforcement of all the Fundamental rights conferred by Part III of the Constitution. 
The top court, on various instances, ruled that in view of the constitutional scheme and the jurisdiction conferred 
on the Supreme Court under Article 32 and on the High Courts under Article 226 of the Constitution that “the 
power of judicial review being an integral part of the basic structure of the Constitution, no Act of Parliament 
can exclude or curtail the powers of the Constitutional Courts with regard to the enforcement of fundamental 
rights”. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/panchayats-as-instruments-of-social-and-economic-progress/article31421460.ece#:~:text=India%20has%20had%20a%20long,discuss%20and%20resolve%20village%20problems.
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/for-lok-adalats-speed-overrides-quality/article34267191.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/an-act-of-colourable-legislation/article34218227.ece#:~:text=The%20Act%20of%201991%2C%20is,are%20prohibited%20from%20doing%20directly%E2%80%9D.


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                     43                                                                                 InsightsIAS 

 1. The concepts of faith, belief and worship are the foundations of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution 
of India. 
 2. The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing 
complete justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Preamble in the Constitution gives prominent importance to liberty of belief, faith and worship to all citizens. 
The concepts of faith, belief and worship are the foundations of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India.  
 
The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing complete 
justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
 
Source 

 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Model code of conduct (MCC). 

1. This code is based on consensus among political parties.  
 2. It is part of the Representation of the People Act 1951. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

• Since it is a code of conduct framed on the basis of a consensus among political parties, it has not been given 
any legal backing. 

• Although a committee of Parliament recommended that the code should be made a part of 
the Representation of the People Act 1951, the ECI did not agree to it on the ground that once it becomes a 
part of law, all matters connected with the enforcement of the code will be taken to court, which would delay 
elections. 
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7. History, Art and Culture 
 
1) Battle of Saraighat was fought between 

a) Marathas and Rajputs 
b) Mughal Empire and Ahom Kingdom 
c) Marathas and Afghans 
d) Marathas and Ahom Kingdom 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The name of Ahom general Lachit Borphukan, credited with defeating the Mughals in the Battle of Saraighat 
(1671), has been frequently invoked. 
 
Source 
 
2) Shigmo, a harvest festival is mainly celebrated in 
 a) Goa 
 b) Assam 
 c) Maharashtra 
 d) Tripura 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Shigmo, or Shigmotsav, is the celebration of a ‘rich, golden harvest of paddy’ by the tribal communities of Goa. 
 
Source 
 
3) Jaapi, Xorai and Gamosa are primarily associated with which state? 
 a) Manipur 
 b) Nagaland 
 c) Assam 
 d) Mizoram 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Decorative jaapis (field hats), hand-woven gamosas and bell-metal xorais are making frequent appearances in 
Assam. 
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8. Defence and Security 
 
1) Software that enables a user to obtain secret information about another computer's activities? 
 a) Malware 
 b) Adware 
 c) Spyware 
 d) Trackware 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Spyware is unwanted software that infiltrates your computing device, stealing your internet usage data and 
sensitive information. Spyware is classified as a type of malware — malicious software designed to gain access to 
or damage your computer, often without your knowledge. Spyware gathers your personal information and 
relays it to advertisers, data firms, or external users. 
 
2) In the context of cyber security, what is a DDoS?  

a) A standalone malware computer program that replicates itself in order to spread to other computers 
b) Network of private computers infected with malicious software and controlled as a group without the 
owners’ knowledge 
c) A computer program designed to assist in the sending of spam 
d) Disrupting the normal traffic of a targeted server or network with a flood of Internet traffic. 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Modern computer threats are more complicated compared to the past. The noteworthy problem faced by many 
network enterprises mostly is from bots. A network of private computers infected with malicious software and 
controlled as a group without the owner's knowledge is known as botnet.  
Botnet is a combination of the words ‘robot’ and ‘network’.  
Botnets have been identified as growing security threat.  
Such infected computers are referred to as a zombie. It is used to steal data, send spam.  
The popular attacks that happen these days using botnets are called the Distributed Detail of Service (DDOS) 
attacks. 
 
A distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) attack is a malicious attempt to disrupt the normal traffic of a targeted 
server, service or network by overwhelming the target or its surrounding infrastructure with a flood of Internet 
traffic. 
DDoS attacks achieve effectiveness by utilizing multiple compromised computer systems as sources of attack 
traffic. Exploited machines can include computers and other networked resources such as IoT devices. 
DDoS attack is like an unexpected traffic jam clogging up the highway, preventing regular traffic from arriving at 
its destination. 
 
3) Blackrock and Netwire, recently seen in news are 
 a) Mini satellites 
 b) Superbug 
 c) Malware 
 d) Cryptocurrency 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
4) ShadowPad, recently seen in news is a 

a) Superbug (biotic) 
b) Malware 
c) Bovine infection 
d) Artificial protein 
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Solution: b) 

 
RedEcho, a China-linked activity group, that targets India’s power sector, and facilitates the employment of a 
malware known as ShadowPad. ShadowPad is a network intrusion malware affiliated to both the Chinese 
Ministry of State Security and the People’s Liberation Army. ShadowPad is depicted as a “back-door ‘Trojan’ 
malware which creates a secret path from a targeted system to a command and control server to extract 
information”. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). 
 1. CERT-In is an office within the Ministry of Defence. 
 2. It strengthens security-related defence of the Indian Internet domain. 
 3. It collects, analyse and disseminate information on cyber incidents. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) is an office within the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology of the Government of India. It is the nodal agency to deal with cyber security threats 
like hacking and phishing. It strengthens security-related defence of the Indian Internet domain. 
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9. Reports and Indices 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Agricultural Markets and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index 

(AMFFRI). 
 1. Agricultural Markets and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index evaluates Indian states on the extent to which 
each of them undertook required agri-reforms. 
 2. A low AMFFRI rank implies the state is undertaking desired reforms.  
 3. AMFFRI is the initiative of the Department of Agriculture, Co-operation and Farmers Welfare. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
NITI Aayog’s Agricultural Markets and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index — AMFFRI, an index that evaluates Indian 
states on the extent to which each of them undertook required agri-reforms; a low AMFFRI rank implies the 
state is undertaking desired reforms. It was found that states that undertook reforms, and were thus ranked low 
on AMFFRI, witnessed a relatively faster agri-GDP growth rate and states which did not undertake required 
reforms, and thus were ranked high on the AMFFRI, witnessed relatively lower agri-GDP growth rates. 
 
Source 
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10. Maps / Places 
 
1) Agalega Island and Assumption Island sometimes in news is located in 
 a) Pacific Ocean 
 b) Atlantic Ocean 
 c) Indian Ocean 
 d) Mediterranean Sea 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
2) The Indian Ocean has some large marginal or regional seas such as 
 1. Arabian Sea 
 2. Laccadive Sea 
 3. Somali Sea 
 4. Tasman Sea 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Indian Ocean has some large marginal or regional seas such as the Arabian Sea, the Laccadive Sea, the Somali 
Sea, Bay of Bengal, and the Andaman Sea. 
 
The Tasman Sea is a marginal sea of the South Pacific Ocean. 
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3) Doumeira Islands, sometimes seen in news is located in 

a) Black Sea 
b) Red Sea 
c) Caspian Sea 
d) Mediterranean Sea 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Doumeira Islands are situated northeast of Djibouti and east of Eritrea near the Bab el-Mandeb in the Red 
Sea. 
 

 
 
4) Which of these water bodies witnesses sun rise at the earliest? 

a) Red Sea  
b) Black Sea 
c) Caspian Sea 
d) Mediterranean Sea  
 
Solution: c)  
 

Caspian sea lies the easternmost among all of the options. Black Sea lies to the west of Caspian Sea.    
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5) The Red Sea is a strip of water and an inlet of the Indian Ocean occupying the area separating the continent of 

Africa from Asia. The countries bordering the Red Sea are 
 1. Saudi Arabia 
 2. Yemen 
 3. Ethiopia 
 4. Egypt 
 5. Djibouti 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The six countries that border the Red Sea are the following: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and 
Djibouti. 
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6) The transboundary Indus river basin is spread across which of the following countries? 
 1. India 
 2. Pakistan 
 3. China 
 4. Afghanistan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The transboundary Indus river basin has a total area of 1.12 million km2 distributed between Pakistan (47 
percent), India (39 percent), China (8 percent) and Afghanistan (6 percent). 
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7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Tigris River flows through Turkey and Iraq. 
 2. Mekong River flows through parts of Arunachal Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Tigris is the eastern of the two great rivers that define Mesopotamia, the other being the Euphrates. The river 
flows south from the mountains of south-eastern Turkey through Iraq and empties into the Persian Gulf. 
 
The Mekong is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. From the Tibetan Plateau the river runs through China's 
Yunnan Province, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam.  

 
8) The Mekong is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. It does not pass through which of these 

countries? 
a) India 
b) China 
c) Vietnam 
d) Myanmar 

 
Solution: a) 

 
 
From the Tibetan Plateau the river runs through China's Yunnan Province, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
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9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Galwan Valley region, which China claims is part of Arunachal Pradesh. 
 2. Brahmaputra is the world’s highest altitude river. 
 3. Three Gorges Dam is part of Nile River. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Brahmaputra, the world’s highest altitude river, gathers extremely rich silt in its almost 2,200km Himalayan run.  
 
The Galwan Valley region, which China claims is part of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 
 
Three Gorges Dam, dam on the Yangtze River just west of the city of Yichang in China.  
 
Source 

 
10) Which of these North-eastern states does not border Bangladesh? 

a) Manipur  
b) Assam 
c) Meghalaya  
d) Tripura 
 
Solution: a)  

 

 
 
11) Afghanistan shares its land border with which of the following countries? 

1. India 
2. Iran 
3. Kazakhstan 
4. China 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/chinas-escalating-water-war-on-top-of-other-asymmetric-tactics-brahmaputra-mega-project-is-a-new-threat-india-faces/


INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                     54                                                                                 InsightsIAS 

b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 4  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Afghanistan is bordered by Pakistan to the east and south; Iran to the west; Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
and Tajikistan to the north; and China to the northeast.  

 
12) Bangladesh shares land borders with 
 1. India 
 2. Bhutan 
 3. Myanmar 
 4. Nepal 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Bangladesh shares land borders with India to the west, north, and east, Myanmar to the southeast, and the Bay of 
Bengal to the south. It is narrowly separated from Nepal and Bhutan by the Siliguri Corridor, and 
from China by Sikkim, in the north, respectively.  
 

 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Teesta River. 
 1. Tista River is a tributary of the Jamuna River. 
 2. It originates in Tibet. 
 3. It flows through the Indian states of Sikkim and West Bengal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
Tista River, a tributary of the Jamuna River (Brahmaputra River), flowing through India and Bangladesh. It rises in 
the Himalayas near Chunthang in Sikkim. 
It flows through the Indian states of Sikkim and West Bengal through Bangladesh and enters the Bay of Bengal. 
 
Source 

 
14) The term ‘Heart of Asia’ highlight the location of 
 a) India 
 b) China 
 c) Afghanistan 
 d) Iran 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Heart of Asia – Istanbul Process (HoA-IP) is an initiative of the Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic of 
Turkey, which was officially launched at a conference hosted by Turkey in Istanbul on 2 November 2011. 
It is a platform for promoting regional security, economic and political cooperation centered on Afghanistan 
through dialogue and a set of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs). 
 
Source 

 
15) Which of the following countries borders Myanmar? 

a) Bangladesh, Thailand, India and Vietnam 
b) Cambodia, Laos and Malaysia and Bangladesh 
c) Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia 
d) Thailand, Laos, Bangladesh and China 
 
Solution: d) 

 

 
 
16) Which of the following states do have the common frontier with Myanmar? 

1. Manipur 
2. Tripura 
3. Mizoram 
4. Arunachal Pradesh 

Select the correct code: 
a) 1, 2, 4  
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b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram borders with Myanmar. 

 
 
17) Israel has borders with which of the following countries. 

1. Saudi Arabia 
2. Egypt 
3. Turkey 
4. Jordan 
5. Lebanon 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
b) 2, 3, 4, 5  
c) 2, 4, 5  
d) 4, 5  
 
Solution: c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18) Baltic Sea shares border with which of the following countries? 

1. Russia 
2. Norway 
3. Finland 
4. Poland 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1, 4  
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c) 1, 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The Baltic Sea is an arm of the Atlantic Ocean, enclosed by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden, 
northeast Germany, Poland, Russia and the North and Central European Plain. 
 
19) Which of the following African countries share border with Indian Ocean? 

1. Tanzania  
2. Zimbabwe 
3. Botswana 
4. Mozambique 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 3, 4  
c) 1, 4  
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20) Thwaites Glacier, recently seen in news is located in 

a) South America 
b) Iceland 
c) Svalbard 
d) Antarctica 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The melting of Antarctica’s Thwaites Glacier – also called the “Doomsday Glacier”– has long been a cause of 
concern because of its high potential of speeding up the global sea level rise happening due to climate change. 
 
Source 

 
21) Among which of the following countries the famous Wakhan National Park is located? 

a) Iran 
b) Afghanistan 
c) Bangladesh 
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d) Cambodia 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Wakhan National Park is a national park in Afghanistan. 

 
22) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Myanmar, Malaysia and Vietnam share land boundary with Thailand. 
 2. Kra Canal is a proposed canal that would connect the Gulf of Thailand with the Andaman Sea. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Thailand is bordered to the north by Myanmar and Laos, to the east by Laos and Cambodia, to the south 
by Malaysia. Its maritime boundaries include Vietnam in the Gulf of Thailand to the southeast, 
and Indonesia and India on the Andaman Sea to the southwest.  
 
Kra Canal or Kra Isthmus Canal, refers to proposals for a canal that would connect the Gulf of Thailand with 
the Andaman Sea across the Kra Isthmus in southern Thailand.  
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23) Arrange the following Islands from West to East. 
1. Sumatra Island 
2. Sulawesi Island 
3. Java Island 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1-2-3 
b) 2-3-1 
c) 1-3-2 
d) 3-2-1 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Quite often Islands of Indonesia are into the news. 
 
Indonesia is an archipelagic country located in Southeast Asia, lying between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean. It comprises five main islands: Sumatra, Java, Borneo (known as Kalimantan in Indonesia), Sulawesi, 
and New Guinea; 
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11. Miscellaneous 
 
1) Unlawful content is the one that violates any law in force in India. Such content is 

1. Against Security of the State 
2. Against friendly relations with foreign States 
3. Disturbing communal harmony 
4. Child Sex Abuse material 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1, 2, 4 
c) 1, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: d) 

 
What is unlawful content 
In general, content that violates any law in force in India. Such content may fall under following broad categories: 
i. Against sovereignty and integrity of India 
ii. Against defence of India 
iii. Against Security of the State 
iv. Against friendly relations with foreign States 
v. Content aimed at disturbing Public Order 
vi. Disturbing communal harmony 
vii. Child Sex Abuse material 
 
Source 
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