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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

1. Sri Ramanujacharya:  
Context:  
1004th birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021.  
 
About Sri Ramanujacharya:  

● Born in 1017 CE in Tamil Nadu.  
● He is the most respected Acharya in the philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism.  
● He was also referred to as Ilaya Perumal which means the radiant one.  
● His philosophical foundations for devotionalism were influential to the Bhakti movement.  
● He is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita subschool of Vedānta.  
● He wrote influential texts, such as bhāsya on the Brahma Sutras and the Bhagavad Gita, all in Sanskrit.  

 
What is Vishishtadvaita?  

● It is a non-dualistic school of Vedanta philosophy. It is non-dualism of the 
qualified whole, in which Brahman alone exists, but is characterized by 
multiplicity.  

● It can be described as qualified monism or qualified non-dualism or 
attributive monism.  

● It is a school of Vedanta philosophy which believes in all diversity 
subsuming to an underlying unity.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Sri Ramanujacharya.  
2. About Advaita Philosophy.  
3. About Bhakti movement.  

 
Mains Link:  
Differentiate between Dvaita and Advaita schools 
of philosophy.  

 

2. Khajuraho Temples:  
Context:  
Ministry of Tourism had recently organised webinar on “Khajuraho – Temples of Architectural Splendour” 
under Dekho Apna Desh.  

● Dekho Apna Desh Webinar Series is an effort to showcase India’s rich diversity under Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat.  

 
About Khajuraho Temples:  

● Khajuraho Temples (in Madhya Pradesh) are among the most beautiful medieval monuments in the 
country.  

● Built between 950-1050 AD by the Chandela Dynasty.  
● The monuments include Hindu and Jain temples.  
● The temple site is situated within Vindhya Mountain range.  
● These Temples got the status of UNESCO’s World Heritage 

Sites in 1986.  
● The temples are famous for their Nagara-style architectural 

symbolism.  
● Reported for the first time by Abu Rihan al Biruni in AD 1022 

and Ibn Battuta in AD 1335.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Khajuraho Temples.  
2. What is Nagara style of architecture?  

3. Differences between nagara and Dravida 
styles?  

What are UNESCO World Heritage sites? 

 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Jyotirao Phule:  
Context:  
He was born on April 11, 1827, and his birth anniversary is celebrated as Jyotiba Phule Jayanti every year.  
 
About Jyotirao Phule:  

● Born in 1827 in Satara district of Maharashtra.  
● Phule was given the title of Mahatma on May 11, 1888, by Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar, a 

Maharashtrian social activist.  
 
Social reforms and key contributions:  

1. His work is related mainly to eradication of untouchability and caste system, emancipation and 
empowerment of women, reform of Hindu family life.  

2. Along with his wife, Savitribai Phule, he is regarded as pioneers of women’s education in India.  
3. The couples were the first native Indians to open the first indigenously-run school for girls in India in 

August 1848 at Pune in Maharashtra.  
4. Later, the Phules started schools for children from the then untouchable castes such as Mahar and 

Mang.  
5. In 1863, he opened a home for pregnant Brahmin widows to give birth in a safe and secure place.  
6. He opened an orphanage home to avoid infanticide. In this regard, he is believed to be the first Hindu 

to start an orphanage for the unfortunate children.  
7. In 1868, Jyotirao decided to construct a common bathing tank outside his house to exhibit his 

embracing attitude towards all human beings and wished to dine with everyone, regardless of their 
caste.  

8. In 1873, Phule founded the Satyashodhak Samaj, or the Society of Seekers of Truth, for the rights of 
depressed classes, to denounce the caste system and to spread rational thinking.  

 
His famous works:  
Tritiya Ratna (1855), Gulamgiri (1873), Shetkarayacha Aasud, or Cultivator’s 
Whipcord (1881), Satyashodhak Samajokt Mangalashtakasah Sarva Puja-vidhi (1887).  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link:  

1. Important literary works of Mahatma 
Phule.  

2. Who gave him the title Phule?  

3. Objectives of Satyashodhak Samaj.  
4. Which state has launched a scheme on 

Jyotirao Phule and what is it related to?  
5. Notable contributions of Savitribai Phule.  

 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country. 

1. Jallianwala Bagh massacre:  
Context:  
On April 13, 1919, British forces opened fire on unarmed Indians at Jallianwala Bagh killing hundreds of people.  
 
About the incident:  
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● It was Baisakhi that day, Local residents in 
Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that day to 
discuss and protest against the confinement of 
Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew, two leaders 
fighting for Independence, and 
implementation of the Rowlatt Act, which 
armed the British government with powers to 
detain any person without trial.  

● The crowd had a mix of men, women and 
children. They all gathered in a park called the 
Jallianwala Bagh, walled on all sides but for a 
few small gates, against the orders of the 
British. While the meeting was on, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had crept up 
to the scene wanting to teach the public assembled a lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he had brought with 
him to the venue to open fire on the crowd. Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many 
jumped into the well located inside the park.  

 
Outcomes:  

● Considered ‘The Butcher of Amritsar’ in the aftermath of the massacre, General Dyer was removed 
from command and exiled to Britain.  

● Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, as a sign of condemnation, renounced their British 
Knighthood and Kaiser-i-Hind medal respectively.  

● In 1922, the infamous Rowlett Act was repealed by the British.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who was the Viceroy when this incident 
took place?  

2. Outcomes of the incident?  

3. What is Rowlatt Act?  
 
Mains Link:  
The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh is a shameful scar 
on British Indian history. Comment. 

 

Topics: History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 
revolution, world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, 
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on 
the society. 

1. Armenian Genocide:  
Context:  
US President Joe Biden is preparing to formally acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.  

● Every year, Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day will be marked on April 24.  
 
What is the Armenian Genocide?  
While Turkey disagrees, the consensus among historians is that during the Armenian Genocide, between 1915 
to 1922, in the First World War, thousands of Armenians 
perished due to killings, starvation and disease, when they 
were deported by Ottoman Turks from eastern Anatolia.  

● The International Association of Genocide Scholars 
estimates that more than 1 million Armenians may 
have died.  

 
Why is the acknowledgement significant?  
Researchers say that the acknowledgement by the US 
government would have little legal impact on Turkey, other 
than becoming a cause for embarrassment for the country 
and perhaps giving other countries the impetus to also acknowledge the genocide.  
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● However, this acknowledgement in the international community may be unwelcome and unpalatable 
for Turkey.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About World War 1.  
2. Key events during the war.  
3. What is Armenian Genocide?  

 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss how acknowledgement of Armenian 
Genocide affects Turkey.  
 

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/us-biden-prepares-to-recognise-armenian-genocide-heres-
why-its-important-7284974/lite/.  
 

2. What happened to Armenians in 1915?  
Context:  
U.S. President Joe Biden has officially recognised the mass killings of Armenians by Ottoman Turks in 1915-16 
as “an act of genocide”.  
 
Background:  
Up to 1.5 million Armenians are estimated to have been killed in the early stage of the First World War within 
the territories of the Ottoman Empire.  
 
Turkey’s response:  
Turkey has acknowledged that atrocities were committed against Armenians, but denies it was a genocide 
(which comes with legal implications) and challenges the estimates that 1.5 million were killed.  

● The Turkish Foreign Ministry has issued a strong statement to Mr. Biden’s announcement saying it 
doesn’t not have “a scholarly and legal basis, nor is it supported by any evidence”.  

 
What were the reasons behind?  

● Armenians were victims of the great power contests of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
● When the Ottoman Empire was in decline in the 19th century, Armenians were seen by the rulers in 

Constantinople as a fifth column.  
● The resentment started building up after the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78 in which the Turks lost 

territories.  
● In the Treaty of Berlin, big powers dictated terms to the Ottomans, including putting pressure on 

Sultan Abdülhamid II to initiate reforms “in the provinces inhabited by Armenians, and to guarantee 
their security against the Circassians and Kurds.  

● The Sultan saw this as a sign of strengthening ties between the Armenians and other rival countries, 
especially Russia.  

● Later, in October 1914, Turkey joined the First World War on the side of Germany. The Ottomans 
suffered a catastrophic defeat in the Battle of Sarikamish by the Russians in January 1915.  

● The Turks blamed the defeat on Armenian “treachery”.  
Following this, there were a series of attacks on Armenians.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key events during world war 1.  
2. Who are Armenians?  
3. Where is turkey?  

 

 
Mains Link:  
Turkey has acknowledged that atrocities were 
committed against Armenians, but denies it was a 
genocide. Comment.  
 

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GC78H6J5S.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. Plea in SC against uniform civil law on divorce and alimony:  
Context:  
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A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court against the “blatant attempt” to take away the fundamental 
right of Muslim women to practise their religion, in the guise of providing a “uniform law” across all faiths. 
 
What's the issue?  
The petitioner has asked the Supreme Court to hear her before deciding whether a uniform civil law for 
divorce, maintenance and alimony will leave Muslim women like her better-off.  

● Last December, the Supreme Court agreed to examine advocate A.K. Upadhyay’s plea for a single law 
covering divorce, maintenance and alimony for all religions.  

● Mr. Upadhyay had argued that laws governing them in certain religions discriminate and marginalise 
women.  

 
Need for a uniform law:  
Existing anomalies, varying from one religion to another, are violative of the right to equality (Article 14 of the 
Constitution) and right against discrimination (Article 15) on the basis of religion and gender and right to 
dignity. 

● Therefore, the laws on divorce, maintenance and alimony should be “gender-neutral and religion-
neutral”. 

 
Status of Personal Law in India: 
Personal law subjects like marriage, divorce, inheritance come under Concurrent list. 

● Hindu personal laws have been by and large secularized and modernized by statutory enactments (The 
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955). 

● On the other hand, Muslim personal laws are still primarily unmodified and traditional in their content 
and approach (Eg: Shariat law of 1937). 

● Apart from it, Christians and Jews are also governed by different personal laws. 
 
Article 142: 
Article 142 “provide(s) a unique power to the Supreme Court, to do “complete justice” between the parties, 
i.e., where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a 
dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case. 
 
Alimony: 
Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, which applies to all communities lays down the provision 
for maintenance of wives, children, and parents if they do not earn enough and reasonable means to maintain 
themselves, or suffer from any physical or mental incapacity. Under this section, even a wife who has not 
divorced her husband has the right to get maintenance from her husband. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Uniform Civil Code? 
2. About Articles 13, 14 and 19. 
3. Section 125 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure. 
4. Article 142 is related to? 
5. 7th schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for having uniform guidelines on 
divorce, maintenance and alimony for all religions.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G6J8EDVMB.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. WEF’s global gender gap report:  
Context:  
World Economic Forum has released the Global Gender Gap Report 2021.  
 
India specific findings:  

1. Overall Ranking: India has fallen 28 places- it is now ranked 140 among 156 countries.  
2. Among Neighbours: It is now one of the worst performers in South Asia, trailing behind neighbours 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Myanmar.  
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3. Political empowerment: India has declined on the political empowerment index as well by 13.5 
percentage points.  

4. In the index of education attainment, India has been ranked at 114.  
5. India has fared the worst on “Health and Survival”, which includes the sex ratio, and economic 

participation of women.  
6. The estimated earned income of women in India is only one-fifth of men’s, which puts the country 

among the bottom 10 globally on this indicator.  
 
Global Scenario:  

● For the 12th time, Iceland is the most gender-equal country in the world.  
● The top 10 most gender-equal countries include Finland, Norway, New Zealand, Rwanda, Sweden, 

Ireland and Switzerland.  
● Many countries have fared worse in this year’s rankings compared to last year’s, on account of 

economic performance.  
● The gender gap in political empowerment remains the largest: women represent only 26.1 per cent of 

some 35,500 parliament seats and just 22.6 per cent of over 
3,400 ministers worldwide.  

● In 81 countries, there has never been a woman head of 
state, as of January 15, 2021.  

● Bangladesh is “the only country where more women have 
held head-of-state positions than men in the past 50 years.  

● The countries with the largest gender gaps in economic 
participation include Iran, India, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan.  

 
About the Global Gender Gap Report: 
First published in 2006. 
It benchmarks 156 countries on their progress towards gender 
parity in four dimensions: 

1. Economic Participation and Opportunity, 
2. Educational Attainment, 
3. Health and Survival and 
4. Political Empowerment. 

Over the Index, the highest possible score is 1 (equality) and the lowest possible score is 0 (inequality).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Gender Gap Report.  
2. How are countries ranked?  
3. India's performance.  
4. India and neighbours.  
5. Global Scenario.  

 

Mains Link:  
Comment on India's performance in the latest 
Global Gender Gap Report.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/we
fs-gender-gap-index-india-slips-28-places-ranks-
140-among-156-
countries/article34206867.ece/amp/.  

 

3. UNFPA’s population report:  
Context:  
Recently, The United Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 
titled ‘My Body is My Own’ was launched.  

● This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy.  
 
What is bodily autonomy?  

● The report defined ‘Bodily autonomy’ as the power and agency to make choices about your body 
without fear of violence or having someone else decide for you.  
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Highlights of the report:  
● Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions regarding 

their bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality.  
● In countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully empowered to make choices over 

healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex.  
● Only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to contraception.  
● Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily autonomy with the COVID-19 

pandemic further exacerbating this situation.  
 
Facts about India in the Report: 

● In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of currently married women (15-49 years of 
age) independently make decisions about their own healthcare.  

● For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse that mainly takes decisions about healthcare.  
● Information provided to women about use of contraception is also limited.  

 
About United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA):  
It is the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency. 

● The organization was created in 1969, the same year the United Nations General Assembly declared 
“parents have the exclusive right to determine freely and responsibly the number and spacing of their 
children.”  

● UNFPA’s mission is to deliver a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and 
every young person's potential is fulfilled.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UNFPA. 
2. Reports.  
3. What is bodily autonomy?  
4. Key findings of the latest report.  

 

Mains Link:  
Comment on the key findings of the report.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G7J8G3308.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. Gender bias and inclusion in advertising in India:  
Context:  
"Gender bias and inclusion in advertising in India" is a study released recently by UNICEF and the Geena Davis 
Institute on Gender in Media.  

● The research measures over 1,000 television and YouTube advertisements aired across India in 2019. 
The ads analysed were those that received the most reach.  

 
Key findings (Have a brief overview):  

● While they are superior to global benchmarks insofar as girls and women have parity of representation 
in terms of screen and speaking time, their portrayal is problematic as they further gender 
stereotypes.  

● They are more likely than male characters to be shown as married, less likely to be shown in paid 
occupation, and more likely to be depicted as caretakers and parents.  

● Female characters are more likely to be shown doing the following activities than male characters — 
shopping (4.1% compared with 2.3%); cleaning (4.8% as against 2.2%); and being involved in the 
purchase or preparation of meals (5.4% against 3.9%).  

● For characters where intelligence is part of their character in the ad, male characters are more likely to 
be shown as smart than female characters (32.2% compared to 26.2%).  

● Two-thirds of female characters (66.9%) in Indian ads have light or medium-light skin tones. Female 
characters are also invariably thin.  

 
What's the issue and concern?  
While we do see female representation dominate in Indian ads, they are still marginalised by colorism, 
hypersexualisation, and without careers or aspirations outside of the home.  
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Misrepresentation and harmful stereotypes of women in advertising have a significant impact on women — 
and young girls — and how they view themselves and their value to society.  

● The stark inequality must be addressed to ensure an equitable society.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UNICEF.  
2. Its functions and members.  
3. Highlights of the report.  

 
  

Mains Link : Misrepresentation and harmful 
stereotypes of women in advertising have a 
significant impact on women and young girls. 
Comment.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8B8GOR8P.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Maharashtra’s two-child norm for govt employees:  
Context:  
A woman officer from the Maharashtra Prison Department was dismissed from service after an inquiry 
revealed that she violated the Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration of Small Family) rules because she 
suppressed the information from the authorities that she has three children.  
 
What is the ‘two children’ service rule for Maharashtra government employees?  
The Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration of Small Family) Rule of 2005 defines a small family as wife, 
husband and two children.  

● It stipulates that a person is not eligible for a job with Maharashtra Government if he or she has more 
than two children after 2005.  

● The definition of child under these rules does not include adopted children.  
 
Background:  
Maharashtra is one of the few states in the country that have a ‘two children’ policy for appointment in 
government jobs or even for the elections of some local government bodies. Other states such as Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, Gujarat, Odisha, Uttarakhand and Assam being the latest 
addition to the list in 2019.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Maharashtra's two child policy.  
2. Applicability.  
3. Exemptions.  
4. Reasonable restrictions.  
5. States with similar laws.  

 

Mains Link : Discuss the issues associated with the 
Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration of Small 
Family) rules.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/maharashtra-two-child-
norm-for-government-employees-explained-
7292173/lite/.  

 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. What are heat waves?  
Context:  
As per the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Heat wave conditions very likely in isolated pockets over 
Rajasthan, Vidarbha and interior Tamil Nadu.  

● The warning comes after maximum temperatures of more than 40 degrees Celsius were recorded 
recently in most pockets.  

 
What is a heatwave?  
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The IMD says heatwave is considered when the maximum temperature of a station touches at least 40 degrees 
Celsius or more for plains, 37 degrees Celsius or more for coastal regions and at least 30 degrees Celsius or 
more for hilly regions.  
 
What are the criteria?  
Heatwave is declared when the departure from normal temperature is by 4.5 to 6.4 degrees Celsius and a 
severe heatwave is when the departure from normal is more than 6.4 degrees Celsius.  

● For plains, based on actuals maximum temperature, IMD considers heatwave when actual maximum 
temperature is more than 45 degrees Celsius and severe heatwave when it is more than 47 degrees 
Celsius.  

 
Reasons why India is experiencing more heat waves are:  

1. Magnified effect of paved and concrete surfaces in urban areas and a lack of tree cover. 
2. Urban heat island effects can make ambient temperatures feel 3 to 4 degrees more than what they are. 
3. More heat waves were expected as globally temperatures had risen by an average 0.8 degrees in the 

past 100 years. Night-time temperatures are rising too. 
4. Higher daily peak temperatures and longer, more intense heat waves are becomingly increasingly 

frequent globally due to climate change. 
5. High intensity of UV rays in medium-high heat wave zone. 
6. Combination of exceptional heat stress and a predominantly rural population makes India vulnerable to 

heat waves.  
 
Way ahead for India- How India should deal with heat waves?  

1. Identifying heat hot-spots through appropriate tracking of meteorological data and promoting timely 
development and implementation of local Heat Action Plans with strategic inter-agency co-ordination, 
and a response which targets the most vulnerable groups. 

2. Review of existing occupational health 
standards, labour laws and sectoral 
regulations for worker safety in relation to 
climatic conditions. 

3. Policy intervention and coordination 
across three sectors health, water and 
power is necessary. 

4. Promotion of traditional adaptation 
practices, such as staying indoors and 
wearing comfortable clothes. 

5. Popularisation of simple design features 
such as shaded windows, underground 
water storage tanks and insulating 
housing materials. 

6. Advance implementation of local Heat 
Action Plans, plus effective inter-agency 
coordination is a vital response which the 
government can deploy in order to protect 
vulnerable groups.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When is a heat wave declared? 
2. Criteria? 
3. Difference between heatwave and super 

heatwave? 

4. What is IMD?  
 
Mains Link:  
Examine the adverse impacts caused by heat waves 
and how India should deal with it? 
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2. Skymet forecasts a ‘healthy normal’ monsoon:  
Context:  
Skymet (a private weather forecast company) Weather report:  

1. The monsoon is likely to be 103% of the long period average (LPA) this year. The LPA refers to the 
average all-India monsoon rainfall of 88 cm, which is a 50-year mean.  

2. The odds of an El Nino, characterised by a heating of the equatorial central Pacific over half a degree, 
are low this year. Currently, the Pacific is in a [converse] La Nina mode.  

3. The plains of North 
India, along with a 
few parts of 
northeast India, are 
at risk of being rain 
deficient through the 
season.  

4. The Indian Ocean 
Dipole, 
characterised by a 
temperature 
gradient in the 
western and eastern 
Indian Ocean, is 
expected to be 
slightly on the 
negative. A positive 
dipole usually aids 
the monsoon.  

5. The monsoon in 
2019 and 2020 was 
only the third time in a century of back-to-back years of above normal rainfall (rainfall that is 5% 
above normal, or 105%) during the season in India.  

 
What is Indian Ocean Dipole?  
It is an atmosphere-ocean coupled phenomenon in the tropical Indian Ocean (like the El Nino is in the tropical 
Pacific), characterised by a difference in sea-surface temperatures.  
 
Key features:  

● IOD is the difference between the temperature of eastern (Bay of Bengal) and the western Indian 
Ocean (Arabian Sea).  

● This temperature difference results into pressure difference which results in flowing of winds 
between eastern and western parts of Indian Ocean.  

● A ‘positive IOD’ — or simply ‘IOD’ — is associated with cooler than normal sea-surface temperatures 
in the eastern equatorial Indian Ocean and warmer than normal sea-surface temperatures in the 
western tropical Indian Ocean.  

● The opposite phenomenon is called a ‘negative IOD’, and is characterised by warmer than normal SSTs 
in the eastern equatorial Indian Ocean and cooler than normal SSTs in the western tropical Indian 
Ocean.  
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Impacts:  

● Studies have shown that a positive IOD year sees 
more than normal rainfall over central India.  

● A negative IOD complements El NiNo leading to 
severe drought.  

● At the same time, Positive IOD results in more 
cyclones than usual in Arabian Sea.  

● Negative IOD results in stronger than usual 
cyclogenesis (Formation of Tropical Cyclones) in 
Bay of Bengal. Cyclogenesis in Arabian Sea is 
suppressed during this time.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is El Nino?  
2. What is La Nina?  
3. What is ENSO?  
4. When do these events occur?  
5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and 

Australia.  

6. What is Indian Ocean Dipole?  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the impact of La Nina weather 
phenomenon on India. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GK68FRU5V.1&imageview=0.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

1. Overseas Citizens of India (OCI):  
Context:  
Union Home Ministry has clarified that the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) will not be required to register for 
a fresh OCI card every time a new passport is issued in their name.  
 
Background:  
At present, the OCI card is required to be reissued each time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age and 
once after completing 50 “in view of biological changes in the face of the applicant”.  
 
As per the latest changes:  

1. A person who has got registration as OCI cardholder prior to attaining the age of 20 years will have to 
get the OCI card reissued only once when a new passport is issued after his/her completing 20 years of 
age, so as to capture his/her facial features on attaining adulthood.  

2. If a person has obtained registration as OCI cardholder after attaining the age of 20 years, there will be 
no requirement of reissue of the OCI card.  

 
Who are OCI cardholders? 

● Government of India launched the 
‘Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 
Scheme’ by making amendments to 
Citizenship Act, 1955 in 2005. 

● On 09 January 2015, the Government of 
India discontinued the PIO card and 
merged it with OCI card. 

 
Eligibility: 
Government of India allows the following 
categories of foreign nationals to apply for OCI 
Card. 
 
Exceptions: 
Anyone who is applying for OCI card should hold a valid Passport of another country. 

● Individuals who do not have citizenship of any other country are not eligible to gain an OCI status. 
● Individuals whose parents or grandparents hold citizenship of Pakistan and Bangladesh are not eligible 

to apply. 
 
Benefits for OCI cardholders: 

1. Lifelong Visa to visit India multiple times. (special permission needed for research work in India). 
2. No need to register with Foreigners Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) or Foreigners Registration 

Officer (FRO) for any length of stay. 
3. Except for acquisition of agricultural and plantation properties, OCI card holders have similar facilities 

that are extended to NRIs in economic, financial and educational fields. 
4. Same treatment as of NRIs in respect to Inter-country adoption of Indian children. 
5. Also treated at par with NRIs regarding – entry fees for national monuments, practice of professions 

like doctors, dentists, nurses, advocates, architects, Chartered Accountants & Pharmacists. 
6. At par with NRIs to participate in All India Pre-medical tests and such.  
7. Treated at par with Indian citizens in matters of traffic in airfares in Indian domestic sectors. 
8. Same entry fee as for Indians for entry into India’s national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. 
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9. OCI booklet can be used as identification to avail services. An affidavit can be attached with local 
address as residential proof. 

 
There are certain restrictions placed on OCI card holders: 

1. Do not have right to vote. 
2. Do not have right to any public service/government jobs 
3. Cannot hold offices of – Prime Minister, President, Vice -President, Judge of Supreme Court and High 

Court, member of Parliament or Member of state legislative assembly or council. 
4. Cannot own agricultural property. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of Citizen. 
2. POI vs OCI vs NRI. 
3. Who can grant and revoke citizenship? 
4. Dual citizenship in India. 
5. Applicability of right to vote and contest in 

elections for OCI card holders. 
6. Can OCI holders buy agricultural land? 

7. Who cannot be issued OCI cards? 
 
Mains Link: 
Who are overseas citizens of India? What are the 
benefits available for OCI card holders? Discuss.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7J8G3304.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Plenary jurisdiction of Supreme Court:  
Context:  
Former law minister Ashwani Kumar has written to the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and other judges of the top 
court urging them to take note of the worsening COVID-19 situation and issue “suitable directions” to the 
Centre and State governments to ban political rallies, protest assemblies and religious or festive congregations 
of more than 50 people.  

● He asked the Supreme Court to issue suitable directions suo-moto in the exercise of its plenary 
jurisdiction (Under Article 142).  

 
Need for:  
It is officially acknowledged and medically confirmed that the life-threatening surge in the number of corona 
cases, which is highest in the world, is substantially on account of a free run enjoyed by the super-spreading 
events, including political rallies, religious congregations and festive events. While there may be a case against 
a complete lockdown, it was essential to put a stop to mass gatherings that spread the COVID-19 infection.  
 
What is Article 142?  
Article 142 “provide(s) a unique power to the Supreme Court, to do “complete justice” between the parties, 
i.e., where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a 
dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case.  

● Article 142(1) states that “The Supreme 
Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may 
pass such decree or make such order as is 
necessary for doing complete justice in any 
cause or matter pending before it, and any 
decree so passed or order so made shall be 
enforceable throughout the territory of 
India in such manner as may be prescribed 
by or under any law made by Parliament 
and, until provision in that behalf is so 
made, in such manner as the President may 
by order prescribe”. 

 
InstaLinks:   
Prelims Link:  

1. Examples of invocation of Article 142 by 
the Supreme Court.  
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2. Similar powers to High Courts.  
3. Original vs Appellate jurisdictions.  

 
Mains Link:  
“The Supreme Court’s use of its vast powers under 
Article 142 has done tremendous good to many 

deprived sections. However, it is time to institute 
checks and balances.” Discuss.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCM8G6M3O.1&imageview=0.  
 
 

3. Goa’s Civil Code:  
Context:  
Chief Justice of India S A Bobde recently appreciated the uniform civil code (UCC) in Goa, the only state to 
have one.  

● The CJI urged intellectuals to seriously study the Goa UCC.  
 
About Goa's UCC:  

1. Goa’s Portuguese Civil Code, 1867 is basically an alien code given by the Portuguese.  
2. Goa’s Civil Code has four parts, dealing with civil capacity, acquisition of rights, right to property, and 

the breach of rights and remedies.  
3. It begins in the name of God and Dom Luis, King of Portugal and Algarves.  
4. The Code has survived by virtue of Section 5(1) of the Goa, Daman and Diu Administration Act, 1962 

that permitted its continuance.  
 
What the constitution says?  
Article 44 of the Constitution says that there should be a Uniform Civil Code. According to this article, “The 
State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India”. Since the 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UCC.  
2. What are DPSPs.  
3. Enforcement of DPSPs.  

4. Shah Bano case is related to?  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss why is UCC not desirable for India at this 
point?  

 

4. Article 311(2)(C) of the Constitution:  
Context:  
The J&K government has constituted a Special Task Force (STF) for identifying and scrutinising the government 
employees who are involved in any cases related to posing threat to the security or anti-national activities.  

● STF will scrutinise cases of employees suspected of activities requiring action under Article 311(2)(C) of 
the Constitution.  

 
Background:  
The move comes as a number of government employees in the past were found expressing their political 
opinion in public space on the Kashmir conflict.  

● According to an official data, scores of employees were found involved in stone-pelting, participating in 
anti-India demonstrations and expressing anti-national sentiments on the social media during the five-
month long agitation in 2016.  

 
Under proviso (c) to Article 311 (2):  

● Where the President is satisfied that the retention of a person in public service is prejudicial to the 
security of the State, his services can be terminated without recourse to the normal procedure 
prescribed in Article 311 (2).  

● The satisfaction referred to in the proviso is the subjective satisfaction of the President about the 
expediency of not giving an opportunity to the employee concerned in the interest of the security of 
the State.  
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● This clause does not require that reasons for the satisfaction should be recorded in writing. That 
indicates that the power given to the President is unfettered and cannot be made a justifiable issue, 
as that would amount to substituting the satisfaction of the court in place of the satisfaction of the 
President.  

 
Is suspension or compulsory retirement a form of punishment?  

● The Supreme court in case of Bansh singh Vs State of Punjab clearly held that suspension from service 
is neither dismissal nor removal nor reduction in rank, therefore, if a Government servant is suspended 
he cannot claim the constitutional guarantee of Article 311.  

● In Shyam Lal Vs State of U.P Supreme Court held that compulsory retirement differ from dismissal and 
removal as it involves no penal consequences and also a government servant who is compulsory 
retired does not loose any part of benefit earned during the service so it doesn't attract the provisions 
of Article 311. 

 
Safeguards to civil servants:  
Article 311(1) : It says that a civil servant cannot be dismissed or removed by any authority subordinate to the 
authority by which he was appointed.  
Article 311(2): It says that a civil servant cannot be removed or dismissed or reduced in rank unless he has 
been given a reasonable opportunity to show cause against action proposed to be taken against him.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Article 311(2).  
2. Safeguards available to civil servants under 

the constitution.  
 

Mains Link:  
Write a note on safeguards provided to civil 
servants under the constitution.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G1M8GOVMF.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Article 217 of the Constitution of India:  
Context:  
In exercise of the power conferred by clause (1) of Article 217 of the Constitution of India, the President has 
appointed Smt. Justice Vimla S. Kapoor, Additional Judge of the Chhattisgarh High Court, to be Judge of the 
Chhattisgarh High Court with effect from the date she assumes charge of her office.  
 
Overview of Article 217 (1):  
Appointment and conditions of the office of a Judge of a High Court:  
(1) Every Judge of a High Court shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal after 
consultation with the Chief Justice of India, the Governor of the State, and, in the case of appointment of a 
Judge other than the chief Justice, the chief Justice of the High court, and shall hold office, in the case of an 
additional or acting Judge, as provided in Article 224, and in any other case, until he attains the age of sixty two 
years Provided that:  

(a) a Judge may, by writing under his hand addressed to the President, resign his office.  
(b) a Judge may be removed from his office by the President in the manner provided in clause (4) of 
Article 124 for the removal of a Judge of the Supreme Court.  
(c) the office of a Judge shall be vacated by his being appointed by the President to be a Judge of the 
Supreme Court or by his being transferred by the President to any other High Court within the territory 
of India.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Article 217 and sub clauses.  
2. Transfer of High Court judges.  

3. Appointment and removal.  
4. Acting Judges- appointment, roles and 

responsibilities.  

 

6. Delhi govt.’s responsibilities remain: Centre:  
Context:  
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The Union Home Ministry has said that the Government of National Capital Territory (GNCTD) Amendment 
Act, 2021 “in no way alters the constitutional and legal responsibilities of the elected government” to take 
necessary action in areas of health and education.  
 
Background:  
The Act passed by Parliament on March 24 gives more teeth to the office of the Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of 
Delhi.  
The objective of the Amendment Act is:  

1. To make it more relevant to the needs of the capital.  
2. Further define the responsibilities of the elected government and the Lt. Governor (LG).  
3. Create a harmonious relationship between the Legislature and the Executive.  

 
Key Provisions:  

1. The Act says that “government” in the national capital territory of Delhi means the Lieutenant-
Governor of Delhi.  

2. It gives discretionary powers to the L-G even in matters where the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is 
empowered to make laws.  

3. The Act also seeks to ensure that the L-G is “necessarily granted an opportunity” to give an opinion 
before any decision taken by the Council of Ministers (or the Delhi Cabinet) is implemented.  

 
What's the concern now?  
The Act gives the Lieutenant-Governor more teeth compared to the CM in administering the city.  

● It has inherent potential to trigger a confrontation between elected representatives rendered 
powerless in one stroke and an unelected appointee chosen by the Centre.  

 
How is Delhi administered?  
Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature and it came into being in 1991 under Article 239AA of the 
Constitution inserted by ‘the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991.  

● As per the parent Act, the legislative assembly of Delhi has power to make laws in all matters except 
public order, police and land.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Articles 239A vs 239AA.  
2. Powers of Delhi Government vs LG.  
3. How administration of Delhi is different from administration of other states having a legislature?  
4. When did Delhi get a legislature?  
5. How is Delhi LG appointed?  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GPK8HLMQ6.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. People are free to choose religion: SC:  
Context:  
In a recent case, the Supreme Court has said people are free to choose their religion.  
 
What's the case?  

● A petition was filed in the court claiming there is mass religious conversion happening “by hook or by 
crook” across the country.  
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● The petition alleged that the court should direct the Centre and the States to control black magic, 
superstition and religious conversion being done through threats, intimidation or bribes.  

 
Observations made by the Court:  

1. People have a right under the Constitution to profess, practise and propagate religion (Article 25).  
2. Every person is the final judge of his/her choice of religion or who their life partner should be. Courts 

cannot sit in judgment of a person’s choice of religion or life partner.  
3. Religious faith is a part of the fundamental right to privacy.  
4. The Constitution Bench judgment has already upheld inviolability of the right to privacy, equating it 

with the rights to life, of dignity and liberty.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Exceptions under Article 25.  
2. Rights available to only Indian Citizens.  
3. Right to religion under the Indian 

Constitution.  

Mains Link:  
Every person is the final judge of his/her choice of 
religion or who their life partner should be. Discuss.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUG8FEF17.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. PM CARES:  
Context:  
The PM CARES Fund has approved allocation of funds for setting up 551 Pressure Swing Adsorption medical 
oxygen generation plants at public health facilities across the country.  

● The Fund had earlier this year allocated ₹201.58 crores for the installation of 162 such plants.  
 
What is Pressure swing adsorption (PSA)?  

● It is a technology used to separate some gas species from a mixture of gases under pressure according 
to the species' molecular characteristics and affinity for an adsorbent material.  

● It operates at near-ambient temperatures and differs significantly from cryogenic distillation 
techniques of gas separation.  

● Specific adsorbent materials (e.g., zeolites, activated carbon, molecular sieves, etc.) are used as a trap, 
preferentially adsorbing the target gas species at high pressure.  

● The process then swings to low pressure to desorb the adsorbed material.  
 
About PM-CARES:  
The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) Fund was set up to 
accept donations and provide relief during the Covid-19 pandemic, and other similar emergencies.  
 
PM-CARES Fund:  

● PM-CARES was set up as a public charitable trust with the trust deed registered on March 27, 2020.   
● It can avail donations from the foreign contribution and donations to fund can also avail 100% tax 

exemption.  
● PM-CARES is different from the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF). 

 
Who administers the fund?  
Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, Minister of Home 
Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are ex-officio Trustees of the Fund.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a public account?  
2. Who administers PM CARES fund?  
3. Which organisations are exempted from 

the ambit of RTI act?  
4. What is Consolidated fund of India?  

5. What is a charitable trust?  
6. About NDRF.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought 
within the ambit of RTI act?  
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G0P8H6STF.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. Why Haryana amended rules for conduct of business in Assembly?  
Context:  
Haryana has amended several provisions under its Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Legislative Assembly of the state.  

● Several new provisions have been added.  
 
What are the new Rules in the amended provisions? What was the need for them?  

1. During every sitting of the House, presence of at least two ministers is a must, which was not 
maintained at times during discussion on certain Calling Attention Motions or other Business of the 
House.  

2. The members “shall not tear off documents in the House in protest”. There had been instances where 
Members occupying opposition benches had torn copies of documents in the House as a mark of 
protest.  

3. A supplementary question shall be held out of order by the Speaker if, in his opinion- (i) It does not 
arise from the main Question or its answer; (ii) Instead of seeking information, it gives information; (iii) 
It seeks confirmation or denial of an opinion; and (iv) It infringes any of the rule regarding question.  

4. The Speaker shall allow not more than two supplementary questions to be asked on any question.  
 
What is the new definition of Leader of Opposition?  
Leader of Opposition means Leader of a Legislative Party having the largest number of members other than the 
party/parties that has formed the government and having the strength at least equal to the strength of the 
quorum of the House and recognised as such by the Speaker.  

● Provided that if more than one party has got equal number of members competing for recognition, the 
number of votes polled to the which has polled more number of votes in the Assembly elections, shall 
be recognised as the official opposition and its leader as the Leader of the Opposition.  

● Provided further that if the total number of votes polled to both the groups equal, then the Office of 
the Leader of the Opposition shall be held alternatively and the order in which they will hold Office 
shall be decided by draw of lots.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the new rules.  
2. Who is the leader of opposition in 

parliament?  
3. Leader of opposition in state legislatures.  
4.  Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business in the Legislative Assembly vs 
Parliament.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of these rules.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-haryanas-new-and-amended-rules-of-
procedure-conduct-of-business-of-legislative-
assembly-7254606/lite/.  

 

2. Leaders call for House panels’ meet:  
Context:  
MPs have appealed to Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla asking them 
to allow virtual meetings of the parliamentary panels.  
 
Background:  
With the country in midst of a virulent second wave of COVID-19 pandemic, there has been no meeting of the 
standing committees for more than a month now.  
 
What are Parliamentary Committees?  
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A parliamentary committee is a “committee which is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the 
Speaker and which works under the direction of the Speaker and presents its report to the House or to the 
Speaker and the Secretariat”.  

● Parliamentary Committees are of two kinds - Standing Committees and ad hoc Committees. The 
former are elected or appointed every year or periodically and their work goes on, more or less, on a 
continuous basis. The latter are appointed on an ad hoc basis as need arises and they cease to exist as 
soon as they complete the task assigned to them.  

 
Constitutional Provisions:  
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business).  
 
Composition of Departmentally-related standing committees (DRSCs):  

● Until the 13th Lok Sabha, each DRSC comprised 45 members — 30 nominated from Lok Sabha and 15 
from the Rajya Sabha.  

● However, with their restructuring in July 2004, each DRSC now has 31 members — 21 from Lok Sabha 
and 10 from Rajya Sabha, to be nominated by Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya Sabha chairman, 
respectively.  

● They are appointed for a maximum period of one year and the committees are reconstituted every 
year cutting across party lines.  

 
Composition of Financial Committees:  
The estimates committee has 30 members, all from the Lok Sabha. 
Both the public accounts committee and the committee on public undertakings have 22 members each — 15 
elected from the Lok Sabha and seven from the Rajya Sabha.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between Parliamentary vs 
Cabinet committees.  

2. Standing vs select vs finance committees.  
3. Who appoints chairperson and members of 

these committees?  
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.  
5. Committees where Speaker is the 

chairperson.  

 
Mains Link:  
What are Parliamentary Standing committees? 
Why are they necessary? Discuss their roles and 
functions to bring out their significance.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUN8HEG71.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies. 

1. Chief Election Commissioner:  
Context:  
Sushil Chandra has assumed charge as the 24th chief election commissioner of India.  
 
About Election commission of India:  
The constitution under article 324 provides for an Election Commission for the superintendence, direction and 
control of the preparation of the electoral rolls for the conduct of elections to parliament, state legislatures and 
to the offices of president and vice president. 
 
Composition Election commission of India:  
The constitution provides for the following provisions in relation to the composition of the election 
commission:  

1. The election commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and a such number of other 
election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to time fix. 
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2. The appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election commissioners shall be made 
by the president. 

3. When any other election commissioner is so appointed the chief election commissioner shall act as the 
chairman of the election commission. 

4. The president may also appoint after consultation with the election commission such regional 
commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the election commission. 

5. The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the regional 
commissioners shall be such as the President may by rule determine. 

 
CEC vs ECs:  
Though the Chief Election Commissioner is the chairman of the election commission, however, his powers are 
equal to the other election commissioners. All the matters in the commission are decided by the majority 
amongst its members. The Chief Election Commissioner and the two other election commissioners receive 
equal salary, allowances and other benefits. 
 
Tenure:  
The Chief Election Commissioner and other election commissioners hold office for 6 years or till they attain the 
age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. They can resign at any time by addressing their resignation to the 
president. 
 
Removal:  

● They can resign anytime or can also be removed before the expiry of their term. 
● The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from his office in the same manner and on same 

grounds as a judge of the Supreme Court. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  
About CEC and ECs.  
Appointment.  

Removal.  
Tenure.  
Functions.  
Related constitutional provisions. 

 

2. Centre to push judges’ appointments:  
Context:  
The Union government has offered to decide in three months the Supreme Court Collegium recommendations 
for appointment of judges in the High Courts pending with it for over half a year.  
 
Does the Constitution of India specify any deadline for the appointment of judges?  
No. The Memorandum of Procedure guides the government and the judiciary through the appointment 
process. The procedure does not insist on a deadline but only loosely says the process should be completed 
within a reasonable time.  
 
Collegium System:  
It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved through judgments of the SC, and not 
by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the Constitution.  

● The SC collegium is headed by the CJI and comprises four other senior most judges of the court.  
● A HC collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four other 

senior most judges of that court.  
 
Related Constitutional Provisions:  

1. Article 124(2) of the Indian Constitution provides that the 
Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the 
President after consultation with such a number of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts in the 
States as the President may deem necessary for the 
purpose.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       25  InsightsIAS 

2. Article 217 of the Indian Constitution states that the Judge of a High Court shall be appointed by the 
President consultation with the Chief Justice of India, the Governor of the State, and, in the case of 
appointment of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of the High Court.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is collegium?  
2. How are Judges of Supreme Court and high 

courts appointed?  
3. Appointment of retired judges. 
4. Related constitutional provisions.  
5. Powers and functions.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues associated with collegium system 
for the appointment of judges.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GC48G3747.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. SC paves way for ad-hoc judges in HCs:  
Context:  
Terming pendency of around 57 lakh cases in High Courts as “docket explosion”, the Supreme Court activated 
Article 224A to pave way for appointment of retired High Court judges as ad-hoc ones for a period of two to 
three years to clear backlog and came out with guidelines to regulate appointments.  
 
What is Article 224A?  
Article 224A, used rarely, of the Constitution deals with appointment of ad-hoc judges in High Courts.  

● It says “the Chief Justice of a High 
Court for any State may at any 
time, with the previous consent 
of the President, request any 
person who has held the office of 
a Judge of that Court or of any 
other High Court to sit and act as 
a Judge of the High Court for that 
State”.  

 
Reasons For huge Pendency:  

● The Government is the Biggest Litigant.  
● Less Budgetary Allocation: The budget allocated to the judiciary is between 0.08 and 0.09% of the 

GDP.  
● Practice of Seeking Adjournments.  
● Delay in Judicial Appointment.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Appointment of retired judges.  
2. Related constitutional provisions.  
3. Powers and functions.  
4. Procedure.  

 

Mains Link:  
The Supreme Court has pushed for the 
appointment of retired judges to battle pendency 
of cases in High Courts. Comment.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G1M8GOVMH.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. Article 223 of the Constitution:  
Context:  
The President of India in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 223 of the Constitution of India, 
appointed Justice Rajesh Bindal, senior-most Judge of Calcutta High Court, to perform the duties of the office of 
the Chief Justice of the court.  
 
About Article 223 of the Indian Constitution:  
 "Appointment of acting Chief Justice" 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GC48G3747.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GC48G3747.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1M8GOVMH.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1M8GOVMH.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       26  InsightsIAS 

When the office of Chief Justice of High Court is vacant or when any such Chief Justice is, by reason of absence 
or otherwise, unable to perform the duties of his office, the duties of the office shall be performed by such one 
of the other Judges of the Court as the President may appoint for the purposes.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Article 223 is related to?  
2. The procedure.  
3. Powers and functions.  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the procedure to be followed while 
appointing a Chief Justice to a High Court.  

 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Ordinance, 
2021:  

Context:  
The President of India has promulgated the Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) 
Ordinance, 2021.  

● The proposed changes are based on the directions issued by the Supreme Court last year in the Madras 
Bar Association case.  

 
Key changes:  

● The ordinance seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions to other 
existing judicial bodies.  

● It seeks to empower the Central Government to make rules for qualifications, appointment, term of 
office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and conditions of service of 
Members of Tribunals.  

● It provides that the Chairperson and Members of the Tribunals will be appointed by the Central 
Government on the recommendation of a Search-cum-Selection Committee.  

● It also provides the composition of the Committee, to be headed by the Chief Justice of India or a 
Judge of Supreme Court nominated by him.  

● Tenure: Chairperson of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he attains the age of 70 
years, whichever is earlier. Other Members of a Tribunal shall hold office for a term of 4 years or till he 
attains the age of 67 years, whichever is earlier.  

 
The Ordinance omits following Tribunals/ Appellate Authorities from the purview of Finance Act:  

1. Airport Appellate Tribunal established under the Airport Authority of India Act, 1994.  
2. Appellate Board established under the Trade Marks Act, 1999.  
3. Authority for Advance Ruling established under the Income Tax Act, 1961.  
4. Film Certification Appellate Tribunal established under the Cinematograph Act, 1952.  

 
What are tribunals?  
Tribunal is a quasi-judicial institution that is set up to deal with problems such as resolving administrative or 
tax-related disputes. It performs a number of functions like adjudicating disputes, determining rights between 
contesting parties, making an administrative decision, reviewing an existing administrative decision and so 
forth.  
 
Constitutional provisions:  
They were not originally a part of the Constitution. 
The 42nd Amendment Act introduced these provisions in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Swaran Singh Committee. 
The Amendment introduced Part XIV-A to the Constitution, which deals with ‘Tribunals’ and contains two 
articles: 

1. Article 323A deals with Administrative Tribunals. These are quasi-judicial institutions that resolve 
disputes related to the recruitment and service conditions of persons engaged in public service.  
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2. Article 323B deals with tribunals for other subjects such as Taxation, Industrial and labour, Foreign 
exchange, import and export, Land reforms, Food, Ceiling on urban property, Elections to Parliament 
and state legislatures, Rent and tenancy rights.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are tribunals?  
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.  
3. Composition and functions.  
4. Overview of the latest ordinance.  

 
Mains Link:  
Are tribunals a panacea for judicial efficiency? Does 
tribunalisation of justice undermine the principles 
set in our constitution? Examine.  

 

2. Vigilance officers to be transferred every 3 years:  
Context:  
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has modified the guidelines pertaining to the transfer and posting of 
officials in the vigilance units of government organisations.  
 
As per the latest guidelines:  

1. Personnel can have two continuous postings in vigilance units at different places of posting, each 
running to a maximum of three years.  

2. Personnel who have worked for over three years at one place should be transferred in phases, with 
priority given to those who have served for the maximum period.  

3. Those having completed over five years at one place should be shifted on top priority basis.  
4. In case someone has served at one place for over three years, his tenure at the next place would be 

curtailed to ensure that the combined tenure was limited to six years.  
5. After transfer from the vigilance unit, there would be a compulsory cooling off period of three years 

before anyone could be considered again for posting in the unit.  
 
Need for:  
Undue long stay of an official in a vigilance department has the potential of developing vested interests, apart 
from giving rise to unnecessary complaints or allegations.  
 
About CVC:  

● The CVC was set up by the Government in February, 1964 on the recommendations of the Committee 
on Prevention of Corruption, headed by Shri K. Santhanam.  

● In 2003, the Parliament enacted CVC Act conferring statutory status on the CVC.  
● The CVC is not controlled by any Ministry/Department. It is an independent body which is only 

responsible to the Parliament.  
● It submits its report to the President of India.  
● The CVC receives complaints on corruption or misuse of office and to recommend appropriate action.  

 
Who can approach CVC?  

● Central government 
● Lokpal 
● Whistle blowers  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CVC. 
2. Appointment. 
3. Removal. 
4. Powers and functions. 
5. Reports. 

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the roles and functions of CVC.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GAV8F2S8M.1&imageview=0.  
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3. Film Certificate Appellate Tribunal (FCAT):  
Context:  
The government by an ordinance has abolished the Film Certificate Appellate Tribunal (FCAT).  
The Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation And Conditions Of Service) Ordinance, 2021, which came into effect 
on April 4, amends the Cinematograph Act, 1952 by omitting some sections and replacing the word “Tribunal” 
with “High Court” in other sections.  
 
About FCAT:  

● FCAT was a statutory body constituted by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting in 1983, under 
the Cinematograph Act, 1952.  

● Its main job was to hear appeals filed under Section 5C of the Cinematograph Act, by applicants for 
certification aggrieved by the decision of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC).  

● Composition: The tribunal was headed by a chairperson and had four other members, including a 
Secretary appointed by the Government of India to handle. The Tribunal was headquartered in New 
Delhi.  

 
Implications of the move:  
The abolition means filmmakers will now have to approach the High Court whenever they want to challenge a 
CBFC certification, or lack of it.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CBFC.  
2. Composition.  
3. About FCAT.  
4. Decisions of FCAT.  
5. About the Cinematograph Act, 1952.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the roles and functions of FCAT.  
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-
role-significance-of-film-certification-tribunal-now-
abolished-7263409/lite/.  

4. National Startup Advisory Council:  
Context: 
The first meeting of the National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) was held recently.  
 
What is the NSAC? 

● Constituted by the ‘Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).  
● Its role is to advise the 

Government on measures 
needed to build a strong 
ecosystem for nurturing 
innovation and startups in 
the country to drive 
sustainable economic 
growth and generate large 
scale employment 
opportunities.  

 
Functions of NSAC:  

● Suggest measures to foster a culture of innovation amongst citizens and students.  
● Promote innovation in all sectors of economy across the country, including semi-urban and rural areas.  
● Support creative and innovative ideas through incubation and research and development to transform 

them into valuable products.  
 
Structure of NSAC:  

● The National Startup Advisory Council will be chaired by the Minster for Commerce & Industry.  
● The Council will consist of the non-official members, to be nominated by the Central Government. 
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● The nominees of the concerned Ministries/Departments/Organisations, not below the rank of Joint 
Secretary to the Government of India, will be ex-officio members of the Council.   

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NSAC.  

2. Composition.  
3. Functions.  

 
Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. Places of Worship Act, 1991:  
Context:  
Experts have pointed out that the Places of Worship Act, 1991, prohibited inquiry into religious places such as 
Kashi and Mathura.  
 
What's the issue?  
This comes after a Varanasi court recently ordered an ASI enquiry at the Kashi Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi 
Mosque premises.  

● Experts have also questioned if a civil court judge was competent to give such a direction against a law 
upheld by a Constitutional bench of the Supreme Court.  

 
About the Places of Worship Act, 1991:  

● The Act declares that the religious character of a place of worship shall continue to be the same as it 
was on August 15, 1947.  

● It says no person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a 
different denomination or section.  

● It declares that all suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding converting the character of a place 
of worship, which are pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947, will abate as soon as 
the law comes into force. No further legal proceedings can be instituted.  

 
Objectives of the Act:  

● To freeze the status of any place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.  
● To provide for the maintenance of the religious character of such a place of worship as on that day.  
● To pre-empt new claims by any group about the past status of any place of worship and attempts to 

reclaim the structures or the land on which they stood. 
 
Exceptions:  
These provisions will not apply to:  

1. Ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are covered by the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

2. A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been settled by the parties 
or conversion of any place that took place by acquiescence before the Act commenced.  

3. The Act also does not apply to the place of worship commonly referred to as Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any other law in force.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the law.  
2. Objectives.  
3. Exceptions under the law.  

Mains Link:  
Write a note on issues surrounding this law.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUG8FEF0L.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Plea to decriminalise begging:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked Centre and four States to respond to a plea to decriminalise begging. These 
states include Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana.  
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Background:  
The court, in February 2021, sought a response from the Centre, and five States on the plea which claimed that 
the sections of the statute criminalising begging were violative of constitutional rights.  
 
What's the case?  
The plea has referred to the August 2018 verdict of the Delhi High Court which had decriminalised begging in 
the national capital and said provisions of the Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959, which treats begging 
as an offence cannot sustain constitutional scrutiny.  

● It argues that the provisions of the statutes criminalising the act of begging put people in a situation to 
make an unreasonable choice between committing a crime or not committing one and starving, 
which goes against the very spirit of the Constitution and violates Article 21 i.e. Right to Life.  

 
Other Issues involved:  
As per the Census 2011, the total number of beggars in India is 4,13,670 and the number has increased from 
the last census.  
The government has the mandate to provide social security to everyone and ensure that all had basic facilities, 
as embedded in the Directives Principles of State Policy in the Constitution. However, the presence of beggars 
is evidence that the state has failed to provide these basic facilities to all its citizens.  

● Therefore, instead of working on its failure and examining what made people beg, criminalising the act 
of beggary is irrational and against the approach of a socialist nation as embedded in the preamble of 
our Constitution.  

Begging is also a peaceful method by which a person sought to communicate their situation to another, and 
solicit their assistance. Thus, criminalising begging is violative of Article 19(1)(a)-freedom of speech guarantee.  
 
Beggary Laws In India:  
There is no central Act on beggary, however, many States and Union Territories have used certain sections of 
the Bombay Prevention of Beggary Act, 1959, as the basis for their own laws. The Act, 1959 criminalises 
begging. 

● Through these legislations, the governments try to maintain public order, addresses forced begging or 
“begging rackets”, prevent annoyance to tourists. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key Provisions of the Bombay Prevention of 
Beggary Act, 1959.  

2. About Article 19(1)(a).  
3. Directives Principles of State Policy related 

key facts.  
4. Rights under Article 21.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss why begging should be decriminalised.  
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/sc-asks-centre-four-states-to-
respond-to-plea-to-decriminalise-
begging/article34291189.ece/amp/.  

3. Chandigarh drafts cycling policy:  
Context:  
Chandigarh’s recently released first-of-its-kind draft cycling policy.  

● It is for the first time that a city has drafted a cycling policy in India. The policy has been drafted by the 
Chandigarh Smart City Limited.  

 
Highlights of the Draft:  

● Safe refuge points equipped with panic buttons for women cyclists.  
● Parking space with roof outside offices.  
● Half-a-day earned leave for every seven days cycled to work.  
● Monetary incentive for a particular distance traveled.  
● Increase in non-motorized transport lanes to reduce fear of accidents.  
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● Each government office/private bodies of all types must have a separate policy to encourage 
commuting to work by cycle.  

● To enhance safety, safe refuge points for women and persons with disabilities should be created by 
introducing 24X7 CCTV surveillance and panic buttons.  

 
Need for a policy:  
‘Cycling Policy’ can be a powerful tool for the government to encourage cycling in the city. It is environmentally 
friendly, clean and sustainable mode of transport. It has potential to be an alternative to cars for short distance 
travel in urban areas. Therefore, the urban transport policy must consider cycling in an integrated context with 
other urban travel and land use policies.  
 
Benefits of cycling:  

1. Free of emissions and noise.  
2. Cost effective– as it can be purchased and maintained for a modest price and is also energy efficient.  
3. Low space requirements, and thus, cycling paths and parking facilities for the same can be developed 

at lower costs than required for cars.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/chandigarh-cycling-policy-
maps-cycling-network-incentives-7252362/lite/.  
 

4. Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN):  
Context:  
The Nagaland government has reportedly been trying to revive the RIIN exercise.  
 
What is RIIN?  
Launched in July 2019.  
The objective is to prevent outsiders from obtaining fake indigenous certificates for seeking jobs and benefits 
of government schemes.  

● The RIIN will be the master list of all indigenous inhabitants of the state.  
● The RIIN list will be based on “an extensive survey”.  
● It will involve official records of indigenous residents from rural and (urban) wards and would be 

prepared under the supervision of the district administration.  
 
What's the concern?  

● Locals are apprehensive of “dreadful consequences” if the “advocates of RIIN” implement the 
identification process with December 1, 1963 – the day Nagaland attained statehood – as the cut-off 
date for determining the “permanent residents” of the State. This date is likely to exclude Nagas who 
have come from beyond the boundaries of Nagaland.  

● They also fear that the non-indigenous Nagas could be treated as “illegal immigrants” and their lands 
and property confiscated.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About RIIN.  
2. Applicability.  
3. RIIN vs NRC.  

 
 Mains Link: Discuss the Concerns associated with 
the Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland 
(RIIN) exercise.  
 

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/tribal-body-flags-
concerns-over-nagalands-version-of-nrc/article34314341.ece/amp/.  
 

5. RBI sets up committee to review working of ARCs:  
Context:  
The RBI has set up a committee headed by Sudarshan Sen to undertake a comprehensive review of the 
working of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) in the financial sector ecosystem and recommend suitable 
measures for enabling them to meet the growing requirements.  
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Terms of reference:  

● To review the existing legal and regulatory framework applicable to ARCs and recommend measures to 
improve efficacy of ARCs.  

● To review the role of ARCs in the resolution of stressed assets, including under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and give suggestions for improving liquidity in and trading of security receipts.  

 
What is an Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC)?  
It is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) from banks and financial 
institutions so that they can clean up their balance sheets. This helps banks to concentrate in normal banking 
activities. Banks rather than going after the defaulters by wasting their time and effort, can sell the bad assets 
to the ARCs at a mutually agreed value.  

● The asset reconstruction companies or ARCs are registered under the RBI.  
 
Legal Basis:  
The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) 
Act, 2002 provides the legal basis for the setting up of ARCs in India.  

● The SARFAESI Act helps reconstruction of bad assets without the intervention of courts. Since then, a 
large number of ARCs were formed and were registered with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) which has 
got the power to regulate the ARCs.  

 
Capital Needs for ARCs: 

● As per amendment made in the SARFAESI Act in 2016, an ARC should have a minimum net owned fund 
of Rs. 2 crores. 

● The RBI raised this amount to Rs. 100 crores in 2017. The ARCs also have to maintain a capital 
adequacy ratio of 15% of its risk weighted assets. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are ARCs?  
2. What is SARFAESI Act?  
3. Sudarshan Sen committee is related to?  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the roles and functions of ARCs.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0A8GH398.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. Startup India Seed Fund Scheme:  
Context:  
The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) has been launched.  
 
About the Startup seed fund:  

● The Fund aims to provide financial assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype development, 
product trials, market entry, and commercialization.  

● Rs. 945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to eligible startups 
through eligible incubators across India.  

● The scheme is expected to support an estimated 3,600 startups through 300 incubators.  
● Nodal Department: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade.  

 
Significance:  

● The SISFS will Secure seed funding, Inspire innovation, Support transformative ideas, Facilitate 
implementation, and Start startup revolution.  

● The Scheme will create a robust startup ecosystem, particularly in Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India, 
which are often deprived of adequate funding.  

 
Need for the scheme:  

● Easy availability of capital is essential for entrepreneurs at the early stages of growth of an enterprise.  
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● Funding from angel investors and venture capital firms becomes available to startups only after the 
proof of concept has been provided. Similarly, banks provide loans only to asset-backed applicants.  

● It is essential to provide seed funding to startups with an innovative idea to conduct proof of concept 
trials.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Startup India scheme?  
2. About the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme 

(SISFS).  
3. Eligibility.  

4. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the Startup India Seed 
Fund Scheme (SISFS).  

 

7. World Press Freedom index:  
Context:  
The World Press Freedom Index 2021 has been released by the media watchdog group Reporters Without 
Borders.  

● Norway topped the index for the fifth year in a row.  
● The report labelled 132 countries as “very bad”, “bad” or “problematic”.  
● It stated that the pandemic was used as means to deny journalists this access and promote 

government sponsored propaganda regarding the Covid-19 outbreak.  
 
Performance of India and neighbours:  

● India remained at the 142nd position among 180 countries.  
● India was ranked in the “bad” category, along with Brazil, Mexico and Russia.  
● The report says India is one of the world’s most dangerous countries for journalists trying to do their 

job properly.  
● In 2016, India’s rank was 133, which has steadily climbed down to 142 in 2020.  
● India drew flak for “extremely violent social media hate campaigns” against journalists who “dare to 

criticise” the government.  
 
About World Press Freedom Index:  

● Published annually by Reporters Without Borders since 2002, the World Press Freedom Index 
measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries.  

● It is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media independence, the 
quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists.  

● It also includes indicators of the level of media freedom violations in each region.  
● It is compiled by means of a questionnaire in 20 languages that is completed by experts all over the 

world. This qualitative analysis is combined with quantitative data on abuses and acts of violence 
against journalists during the period evaluated.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Reporters Without Borders. 
2. Performance of India and its neighbours. 
3. Top and bottom performers. 

4. Comparison of countries and their 
performance in previous years. 

 
Mains Link: 
Comment on the findings of the World Press 
Freedom Index on India.  

 

8. Vehicle Scrappage Policy:  
Context:  
A Crisil Research analysis shows that the Centre’s scrappage policy is unlikely to have freight transporters 
queuing up to replace old vehicles with new ones. The scrappage volume of buses, passenger vehicles (PVs) 
and two-wheelers will be limited as well.  
 
Issues with the new policy:  
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1. Limited incentive and poor cost economics for trucks.  
2. Lack of addressable volumes for other segments.  
3. The potential benefit from scrapping a 15-year-old, entry-level small car will be ₹70,000, whereas its 

resale value is around ₹95,000. That makes scrapping unattractive.  
 
Need of the hour:  
With this background, for the scrappage policy to be seamlessly implemented, we should have a 
comprehensive plan in terms of removing ELV (End of life vehicles) from the road. Freight transporters need 
stronger financial support. However, that said, it is important to note that unless old fleet vehicles are off the 
road, the benefits of implementation of BSVI vehicles will not be fully leveraged.  
 
About the Vehicle Scrappage Policy:  

1. Old vehicles will have to pass a fitness test before re-registration and as per the policy government 
commercial vehicles more than 15 years old and private vehicles which are over 20 years old will be 
scrapped.  

2. As a disincentive, increased re-registration fees would be applicable for vehicles 15 years or older from 
the initial date registration.  

3. The state governments may be advised to offer a road-tax rebate of up to 25% for personal vehicles 
and up to 15% for commercial vehicles to provide incentive to owners of old vehicles to scrap old and 
unfit vehicles.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the policy.  
2. Applicability.  
3. Incentives.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues associated with the policy.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G1T8HHCS9.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS):  
Context:  
The government has extended the ₹3-lakh-crore emergency credit line guarantee scheme by another three 
months till June 30 and also widened its scope to new sectors, including hospitality, travel and tourism.  
 
Details:  

● ECLGS 3.0 would involve extending credit of up to 40% of total credit outstanding across all lending 
institutions as on February 29, 2020.  

● The tenor of loans granted under ECLGS 3.0 would be 6 years, including a moratorium period of 2 
years.  

 
About the scheme: 
The scheme was launched as part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package announced in May 2020 to 
mitigate the distress caused by coronavirus-induced lockdown, by providing credit to different sectors, 
especially Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).  

● 100% guarantee coverage is being provided by the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company, 
whereas Banks and Non Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) provide loans.  

● The credit will be provided in the form of a Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility.  
● No Guarantee Fee shall be charged by NCGTC from the Member Lending Institutions (MLIs) under the 

Scheme.  
● Interest rates under the Scheme shall be capped at 9.25% for banks and FIs, and at 14% for NBFCs.  

 
Eligibility:  

● Borrowers with credit outstanding up to Rs. 50 crore as on 29th February, 2020, and with an annual 
turnover of up to Rs. 250 crore are eligible under the Scheme.  
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● On 1st August 2020, the government widened the scope of the Rs. 3 lakh crore-ECLGS scheme by 
doubling the upper ceiling of loans outstanding and including certain loans given to professionals like 
doctors, lawyers and chartered accountants for business purposes under its ambit.  

 
Benefits of the scheme:  

● The scheme is expected to provide credit to the sector at a low cost, thereby enabling MSMEs to meet 
their operational liabilities and restart their businesses.  

● By supporting MSMEs to continue functioning during the current unprecedented situation, the Scheme 
is also expected to have a positive impact on the economy and support its revival.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Classification of MSMEs- old vs new. 
2. Contributions of MSMEs to GDP. 
3. What are NBFCs? 

4. What is GECL facility? 
5. What is NCGTC? 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGQ8EDQEJ.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. Draft National Migrant Labour Policy:  
Context:  
NITI Aayog, along with a working subgroup of officials and members of civil society, had prepared a draft 
National Migrant Labour policy.  

● The Policy is a clear statement of intent to better recognise migrants’ contribution to the economy and 
support them in their endeavours.  

 
Highlights of the Draft- key Recommendations:  

● Facilitate Migration: Migration should be acknowledged as an integral part of development, and 
government policies should not hinder but seek to facilitate internal migration. 

● Increase Wages: The draft asks source states to raise minimum wages to bring major shifts in local 
livelihood of tribals which may result in stemming migration to some extent.  

● A central database should be created to help employers “fill the gap between demand and supply” and 
ensure “maximum benefit of social welfare schemes”.  

● Grievance Handling Cells: The National Legal Services authority (NALSA) and Ministry of Labour should 
set up grievance handling cells and fast track legal responses for trafficking, minimum wage violations, 
and workplace abuses and accidents for migrant workers.  

● It also proposes a new National Migration Policy and the formation of a special unit within the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment to work closely with other ministries 

 
What ails the policy?  

● The policy does not delve deeper into the causes underlying the poor implementation of labour laws 
that are linked to the political economy of recruitment and placement.  

● There is a reference to unfair recruitment practices in the document, but virtually no analysis of why 
the system persists and how it is enabled by the employment structure of businesses and enterprises.  

● It does not address gender differences in employment.  
 
Background:  
The latest government data on migration comes from the 2011 Census. As per the Census, India had 45.6 crore 
migrants in 2011 (38% of the population) compared to 31.5 crore migrants in 2001 (31% of the population).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Data on internal and external migration.  
2. About the Inter State Migrant Workers Act, 

1979.  
3. Overview of the Draft.  

 

  
Mains Link: Comment on NITI Aayog's Draft 
Migrant Labour Policy.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/india-draft-migrant-labour-
policy-priya-deshingkar-7262236/lite/.  
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3. Project Ladakh Ignited Minds:  
Context:  
To provide better educational opportunities for Ladakhi students, the Indian Army has initiated the project 
Ladakh Ignited Minds: A Centre of Excellence and Wellness.  
 
About the Project:  
The project is aimed at providing better training facilities to 
disadvantaged Ladakhi students to give them opportunity to study 
in niche educational institutes.  
 
Implementation:  

● Fire and Fury Corps of Indian Army with the support of 
HPCL and execution agency NIEDO will provide a holistic 
training for Ladakhi youth.  

● In the first batch, comprising 20 girls, 45 students from Leh and Kargil districts, would get training for 
JEE and NEET entrance examinations.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link and Mains Link:  
About the Project and its significance.  
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. What is vaccine wastage, and how can it be prevented?  
Context:  
The Health Ministry has told the States and the Union Territories that 
there was no value in conserving vaccines for the second dose and 
directed that prompt supply should be ensured to all government and 
private hospitals where there was a demand.  
 
Guidelines by the Centre to States:  

● Maintain vaccine wastage at less than 1% (present national 
wastage percentage being 6%).  

● Regularly review wastage across all levels to minimise the 
same.  

● Ensure timely utilisation of available stocks to avoid expiry of 
vaccines without usage.  

● Only eligible beneficiaries should be registered and 
vaccinated under the category of healthcare and 
frontline workers.  

 
What is Vaccine Wastage?  
Vaccine wastage is an expected component of any large 
vaccination drive. But high vaccine wastage inflates vaccine 
demand and increases unnecessary procurement.  
 
Different stages where wastage occurs:  

1. Cold chain points.  
2. District vaccine stores.  
3. Vaccination session site.  

Ways to prevent wastage:  
● Proper planning.  
● Each vaccine session should serve maximum 100 beneficiaries.  
● Proper training to vaccinators.  
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Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G6J8EDVMJ.1&imageview=0.  
 

2. National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021:  
Context:  
Caregivers to patients with ‘rare diseases’ and affiliated organisations are dissatisfied with the National Policy 
for Rare Diseases, 2021.  
 
What's the issue?  

● The policy specifies increasing the government support for treating patients with a ‘rare disease’— 
from ₹15 lakh to ₹20 lakh. But, caregivers say this doesn’t reflect actual costs of treatment.  

● Advocacy groups, however, have expressed concerns about the lack of funding support in the policy for 
patients diagnosed with life-threatening rare, genetic disorders.  

 
Highlights of the National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021:  
Patients of rare diseases will soon be eligible for a one-time 
treatment under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY).  
Beneficiaries for financial assistance would not be limited to 
below poverty line (BPL) families, but extended to about 40% of 
the population, who are eligible as per 23 norms of Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), for their treatment in 
Government tertiary hospitals only.  
The policy has categorised rare diseases in three groups - 
disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment; those 
requiring long term or lifelong treatment; and diseases for 
which definitive treatment is available but challenges are to 
make optimal patient selection for benefit.  
 
What is a rare disease?  

● A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease, is 
any disease that affects a small percentage of the 
population.  

● Most rare diseases are genetic, and are present 
throughout a person’s entire life, even if symptoms do 
not immediately appear.  

 
The commonly reported rare diseases, include:  
Primary immunodeficiency disorders, Lysosomal storage disorders (Gaucher’s disease, Mucopolysaccharidoses, 
Pompe disease, fabry disease etc.) small molecule inborn errors of metabolism (Maple Syrup urine disease, 
organic acidemias, etc.), cystic fibrosis, osteogenesis imperfecta, certain forms of muscular dystrophies, and 
spinal muscular atrophy. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims link:  

1. India’s policy on rare diseases.  
2. Which diseases can be classified as rare 

diseases?   
  

Mains Link : What are rare diseases? How do they 
spread? And how can the spread be prevented? 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G008ELH0G.1&imageview=0.  
 

3. E9 initiative:  
Context:  
Consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9 countries on E9 initiative to be held tomorrow.  

● The consultation is the first of a three-phased process to co-create an initiative on digital learning and 
skills, targeting marginalised children and youth, especially girls.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G6J8EDVMJ.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G008ELH0G.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G008ELH0G.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       38  InsightsIAS 

 
What is E9 initiative?  
The initiative aims to accelerate recovery and advance the Sustainable Development Goal 4 agenda by driving 
rapid change in education systems in three of the 2020 Global Education Meeting priorities: (i) support to 
teachers; (ii) investment in skills; and (iii) narrowing of the digital divide.  
 
Participants:  
Spearheaded by the UN, the E9 countries include Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Nigeria and Pakistan.  
 
Benefits:  
Building on the established partnership of E9 countries allows 
these nine countries the opportunity to benefit from this global 
initiative and accelerate progress on digital learning and skills 
towards the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 4 – 
Quality Education.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is E9 initiative?  
2. E9 countries.  
3. SDG 4 is related to?  
4. Is India part of this initiative?  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of E9 initiative.  

 

4. Vaccine Passports:  
Context:  
Several types of coronavirus vaccination records, sometimes called “vaccine passports,” already exist, in paper 
and digital form. Hundreds of airlines, governments and other organizations are experimenting with them.  
 
What is a “vaccine passport?”  
It is an electronic record of vaccination, possibly in the form of a QR code, that is easily accessible through a 
smartphone or possibly stored on the device, though it could also be printed out. It is mostly used for 
International travel.  

● In February 2021, Israel became the first country to introduce a 
certification system that allows those who have been vaccinated against 
Covid-19 to access certain facilities and events.  

 
Challenges and criticisms:  

● World Health Organisation (WHO) is against the introduction of Covid-19 vaccination proofs as a 
requirement for international travel.  

● There are still critical unknown facts regarding the efficacy of vaccination in reducing transmission.  
● There is also the lack of uniformity across jurisdictions in requirement and issuance of proofs of 

vaccination.  
● Preferential vaccination of travellers could result in inadequate supplies of vaccines for priority 

populations considered at high risk of severe Covid-19 disease.  
● There is a possibility that they would be used by authorities to track the movement of their holders. 

This may give rise to privacy concerns.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/vaccine-passports-what-are-they-and-who-might-need-one-
7269400/lite/.  
 

5. What is Vaccine Nationalism? 
Context:  
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The All India People’s Science Network (AIPSN) has said vaccine nationalism was a “wholly misconceived” idea 
and it must be given up.  
 
What's the issue?  
The Centre has imposed some restrictions on exports, potentially undoing the goodwill earned earlier by free 
supply of vaccines to friendly developing countries and by its substantial contribution to the international 
COVAX programme to supply vaccines to lower-income countries.  
 
What is vaccine nationalism?  

● Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens or 
residents before they are made available in other countries.  

● This is done through pre-purchase agreements between a government and a vaccine manufacturer.  
 
How was it used in the past?  
Vaccine nationalism is not new. During the early stages of the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic, some of the wealthiest 
countries entered into pre-purchase agreements with several pharmaceutical companies working on H1N1 
vaccines.  

● At that time, it was estimated that, in the best-case scenario, the maximum number of vaccine doses 
that could be produced globally was two billion.  

● The US alone negotiated and obtained the right to buy 600,000 doses. All the countries that negotiated 
pre-purchase orders were developed economies.  

 
Why its not good? What are the associated concerns?  

1. Vaccine nationalism is harmful for equitable access to vaccines. 
2. It further disadvantages countries with fewer resources and bargaining power. 
3. It deprives populations in the Global South from timely access to vital public health goods. 
4. Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderately at-risk populations in wealthy countries over 

populations at higher risk in developing economies.  
 
What needs to be done?  
International institutions — including the WHO — should coordinate negotiations ahead of the next pandemic 
to produce a framework for equitable access to vaccines during public health crises. 
Equity entails both, affordability of vaccines and access opportunities for populations across the world, 
irrespective of geography and geopolitics. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is vaccine nationalism? 
2. Which drugs are being used in the 

treatment of COVID 19 disease? 
3. Various tests to detect SARS- COV 2. 
4. What is H1N1? 

 

 
 
Mains Link:  
What is Vaccine Nationalism? What are the 
concerns associated? Discuss. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G138G31QP.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. Swine fever:  
Context:  
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Certain areas in four districts of Mizoram have been declared as epicentres of the African swine fever (ASF) 
that has so far killed 1,119 pigs in a month.  
 
About African Swine Fever (ASF): 

● ASF is a highly contagious and fatal 
animal disease that infects domestic 
and wild pigs, typically resulting in an 
acute form of hemorrhagic fever.  

● It was first detected in Africa in the 
1920s.  

● The mortality is close to 100 per cent, 
and since the fever has no cure, the 
only way to stop it spreading is by 
culling the animals.  

● ASF is not a threat to human beings 
since it only spreads from animals to 
other animals.  

● According to the FAO, “its extremely 
high potential for transboundary 
spread has placed all the countries in 
the region in danger and has raised the 
spectre of ASF once more escaping 
from Africa. It is a disease of growing 
strategic importance for global food 
security and household income”.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between Swine fever and swine 
flu? 

2. Can swine fever affect humans? 
3. Is it a viral disease? 
4. Where was it first discovered? 
5. Which countries have been affected by this 

in 2020? 

6. Is there any vaccine available against this? 
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note African Swine Fever, symptoms and its 
spread. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHI8GSTV2.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. Fifth session of the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs 
(CCSCH):  

Context:  
The session was recently inaugurated by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).  

● CCSCH has been established under Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC).  
 
 
About the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH):  

● Formed in 2013.  
● Its main function is to elaborate worldwide standards for spices and culinary herbs in their dried and 

dehydrated state in whole, ground, and cracked or crushed form.  
● It will also consult, as necessary, with other international organizations in the standards development 

process to avoid duplication.  
● India is the host country and Spices Board (Ministry of Commerce and Industry) is the Secretariat for 

organising the sessions of the committee.  
 
About the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC):  
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It is an intergovernmental body established jointly by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1963, within the framework of the Joint Food Standards 
Programme.  

● The Secretariat of the CAC is hosted at FAO headquarters in Rome.  
● It was established to protect the health of consumers and ensure fair practices in the food trade.  
● It meets in regular session once a year alternating between Geneva and Rome.  
● Currently, it has 189 Codex Members.  

 
Codex Alimentarius:  

● It is a collection of international food standards that have been adopted by the CAC.  
● The Standards cover all the main foods, whether processed, semi-processed or raw, materials used in 

the further processing of food products.  
● Codex provisions concern the hygienic and nutritional quality of food, including microbiological norms, 

food additives, pesticide and veterinary drug residues.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Codex Alimentarius.  
2. About CAC.  
3. What is CCSCH?  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the Codex Committee on Spices 
and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH).  

 

8. Rising prevalence of U.K. strain in Delhi:  
Context:  
The proportion of the U.K. variant (B.1.1.7) in genome samples sequenced from COVID-19 cases in Delhi has 
risen from 28% in the second week of March to 50% last week.  
 
What's the Issue?  
The U.K. variant has a mutation N501Y that is reported to 
increase the transmission of the virus, leading to more 
numbers and a knock-on consequence of increasing disease 
severity and mortality.  
 
Background:  
Delhi was among the States, along with Punjab, Chhattisgarh 
and Gujarat, where instances of the U.K. strain in the wider 
community far outnumbered those detected among 
international travellers and their contacts.  
 
Why do viruses mutate?  

● A mutation just means a difference; a letter change in the genome.  
● Mutations in viruses are a natural part of evolution.  
● The pressure on the virus to evolve is increased by the fact that so many millions of people have now 

been infected.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Covid 19?  
2. What is mutation?  
3. What is mRNA?  
4. What is RTPCR test?  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the concerns associated with mutations of 
Covid- 19 virus.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GKM8H105K.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

1. The 2006 Supreme Court ruling on police reforms:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has stated that the landmark judgment of Prakash Singh v. Union of India (2006), which 
dealt with police reforms, is used periodically only as a mantra, to suit the occasion whenever it arises.  
 
What's the issue?  
The latest episode of allegations of lobbying by several IPS officers in Maharashtra and of ‘power brokers’ 
deciding on postings in cahoots with the government shows little has changed in the system.  
 
What is the SC’s Prakash Singh judgment on police reforms?  
Prakash Singh, who served as DGP of UP Police and Assam Police besides other postings, filed a PIL in the 
Supreme Court post retirement, in 1996, seeking police reforms.  

● In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court in September 2006 had directed all states and Union 
Territories to bring in police reforms.  

 
What measures were suggested by the Supreme Court?  

1. Fixing the tenure and selection of the DGP to avoid situations where officers about to retire in a few 
months are given the post.  

2. In order to ensure no political interference, a minimum tenure was sought for the Inspector General of 
Police so that they are not transferred mid-term by politicians.  

3. Postings of officers should be done by Police Establishment Boards (PEB) comprising police officers 
and senior bureaucrats to insulate powers of postings and transfers from political leaders.  

4. Set up State Police Complaints Authority (SPCA) to give a platform where common people aggrieved 
by police action could approach.  

5. Separate investigation and law and order functions to better improve policing.  
6. Set up of State Security Commissions (SSC) that would have members from civil society.  
7. Form a National Security Commission.  

 
How did states respond to these directives?  
Following the 2006 judgment, not even one state was fully compliant with the apex court directives.  

● 18 states passed or amended their Police Acts in this time, but not one fully matches legislative models.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When was the National Police Commission 
established? 

2. Ribeiro committee is associated with? 
3. Key recommendations made by Malimath 

Committee. 
4. Police under 7th schedule of the Indian 

Constitution. 

5. Prakash Singh case is more popularly 
associated with?  

 
Mains:  
Write a note on police reforms. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-2006-sc-ruling-police-reforms-states-
circumvent-influence-postings-7251526/.  

 

2. Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI):  
About the Index:  
The Chandler Good Government Index is an annual Index, built by government practitioners, for government 
practitioners, measuring the capabilities and effectiveness of 104 governments around the world.  

● The Chandler Institute of Governance (CIG) is an international non-profit organisation, headquartered 
in Singapore.  
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The index focuses on seven pillars:  

● leadership and foresight; robust laws and 
policies; strong institutions; financial 
stewardship; attractive marketplace; global 
influence and reputation; and helping people 
rise. 

 
Significance of the index:  
Good government is a deciding factor in whether 
nations succeed. The Chandler Good Government 
Index (CGGI) shows why investing in strong 
government capabilities is vital to securing positive 
outcomes for citizens and businesses.  
 
Highlights of the 2021 index:  

1. Seven of the top ten countries are in Europe, but there are four continents represented in the top ten, 
with Singapore first in Asia, New Zealand leading Oceania, and Canada foremost in the Americas.   

2. All of the top ten countries are high-income, as defined by the World Bank.  
 
India's performance:  
India has been ranked 49th.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the index.  
2. Released by?  
3. Parameters used for ranking.  
4. Performance of countries.  

Mains Link:  
Write a note on the Chandler Good Government 
Index.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G9H8HAB8I.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

1. SC turns down release of Rohingya in Jammu:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has said the Rohingya illegal migrants, detained in Jammu, will not be deported to 
Myanmar without following law.  

● Centre assured court that law will be scrupulously followed in deporting Rohingya migrants.  
 
What's the case?  
A plea was filed in the court to “release the detained Rohingya refugees immediately and direct the Union 
Territory government and the Ministry of Home Affairs to expeditiously grant refugee identification cards for 
the Rohingyas in the informal camps”.  
 
What has the court said?  
Though Article 14 and Article 21 enshrined in the Constitution are available to both citizens and foreigners, 
the right “not to be deported” is ancillary to citizenship.  

● The right not to be deported, is ancillary or concomitant to the right to reside or settle in any part of 
the territory of India guaranteed under Article 19(1)(e).  

● Article 19 (1) (e) of the Constitution guarantees to every citizen of India, the right “to reside and settle 
in any part of the territory of India”.  

 
Laws and regulations regulating refugees in India:  
In India, no legislation has been passed that specifically refers to refugees. Hence, the Rohingya refugees are 
often clubbed with the class of illegal immigrants deported by the government under the Foreigners Act 1946 
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and the Foreigners Order 1948. Legally, however, a refugee is a special category of immigrant and cannot be 
clubbed with an illegal immigrant.  
 

 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Rohingyas?  
2. Location of Rakhine State.  
3. About the International Court of Justice.  
4. ICJ vs International Criminal Court.  

 

 
Mains Link : Write a note on Rohingya Crisis. 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/rohingyas-shall-not-be-
deported-until-procedure-is-followed-supreme-
court/article34272232.ece/amp/. 

 

2. Bhutan, China to schedule boundary discussions:  
Context:  
Bhutan and China have agreed to hold boundary talks between them “as soon as possible” and discuss a 
roadmap for expediting the boundary resolution.  

● The upcoming talks, the 25th round of the boundary talks mechanism, will be the first since the Doklam 
standoff in 2017, and the first since China made new claims on Bhutan’s eastern boundary bordering 
Arunachal Pradesh in June 2020.  

 
Disputed areas:  
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The talks have thus far focused on two areas of dispute: Pasamlung and Jakarlung valleys to the North of 
Bhutan and Doklam to the West of Bhutan, 
along the tri-junction with India. However, at 
a UN environmental meeting in June 2020, 
China raised an objection to a grant for 
Bhutan’s Sakteng Sanctuary to the East 
frontier as well, saying that it was disputed as 
well.  
 
Concerns for India:  

● China’s new territorial claim is a part 
of the larger Chinese tactics of 
putting pressure on India’s smaller 
neighbours, to punish them for any 
closeness to India.  

● In 2017 China had intruded into Doklam plateau, which is claimed by Bhutan, leading to a standoff 
between Indian and Chinese Armies.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Locate the following on map: Sakteng, 
Doklam, Jakarlung, Chumbi valley and 
Doklam.  

2. Tri- junction border between India, Bhutan 
and China.  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on Doklam Stand-off. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GIK8FE7D8.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. China, Pakistan to back each other’s ‘core interests’ at UN:  
Context:  
China and Pakistan have pledged to back each other’s “core and major interests” in the United Nations after 
holding bilateral consultations on UN affairs.  

● Beijing will back the Kashmir issue at the UN Security Council and Islamabad will back China on Hong 
Kong and Xinjiang.  

 
Concern for India:  
China- Pakistan describe their relationship officially as one of “all-weather partners” and “iron brothers”. They 
have in recent months stepped in to provide crucial support to the other on issues they see as sensitive.  

● This development comes amid heightened Chinese criticism of what it calls United States-led “selective 
multilateralism”, aimed particularly at the India, U.S., Australia and Japan Quadrilateral framework, as 
well as the “rules-based order” advocated by the Quad.  

● China in 2019 and 2020 raised the Kashmir issue at the UNSC on at least three occasions, calling for 
discussions in the wake of India’s dilution of Article 370, reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir and 
revocation of special status.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GIK8FE7DE.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. India restores e-visa for 156 countries:  
Context:  
The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries who 
intend to visit India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants.  
 
Background:  
It was available to people of 171 countries before restrictions were announced in 2020.  
 
What is e-visa?  
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● An e-visa is provided in five categories — tourist, business, conference, medical, and medical 
attendant.  

● Under the arrangement, a foreigner can apply online four days prior to travel.  
● After the details are verified, an electronic travel authorisation (ETA) is generated, which has to be 

presented at the immigration checkpost on arrival.  
● Entry through e-visas is allowed only at 28 designated international airports and five major seaports 

in India.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is e-visa?  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Benefits.  

Mains Link:  
Write a note on e-visa scheme.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G4Q8G2T3J.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. EU Council approves conclusions on Indo-Pacific strategy:  
Context:  
The Council of the European Union has approved conclusions on a European Union strategy for cooperation in 
the Indo-Pacific to “reinforce its strategic focus, presence and actions” with the aim to contribute to “regional 
stability, security, prosperity and sustainable development,” at a time of “rising challenges and tensions in the 
region.”  
 
The renewed EU commitment to the Indo-Pacific will:  

● Have a long-term focus and will be based on “upholding democracy, human rights, the rule of law and 
respect for international law.  

● Aim to promote effective rules-based multilateralism.  
● Work together in order to mitigate the economic and human effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

work towards ensuring an inclusive and sustainable socio-economic recovery.  
 
What necessiated this?  
Current dynamics in the Indo-Pacific have given rise to intense geopolitical competition adding to increasing 
tensions on trade and supply chains as well as in technological, political and security areas. Human rights are 
also being challenged. These developments increasingly threaten the stability and security of the region and 
beyond, directly impacting on the EU’s interests.  
 
What is Indo- Pacific? 
The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China’s growing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the 
oceans to security and commerce. 
 
Importance of Indo-Pacific region: 

1. Maintaining regional stability. 
2. Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for 

enhancing India’s strategic posture. 
3. For the long-term vision of national interest. 
4. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean 

region as well as its efforts to expand geopolitical reach 
in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military. 

5. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade environment. 
6. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms. 

 
Role and Implications for India in the Indo – pacific region: 

● The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security strategy, represents the most populous and 
economically dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast of India to the western 
shores of the United States. 
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● India has always been a country with great national ambitions and is one of the most important 
advocates of the concept of “Indo-Pacific Strategy”. 

● With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian Ocean neighbours and major 
maritime powers of the world. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Pacific Region. 
2. Overview of Indian Ocean Region. 
3. Important straits, bays and passes in these 

regions. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the strategic significance of Indo- Pacific 
region for India. 

 

6. Project Dantak:  
Context:  
Project DANTAK completes 60 years in Bhutan.  
 
About the project:  

● Project DANTAK was established on April 24, 1961.  
● DANTAK was tasked to construct the pioneering motorable 

roads in the Kingdom.  
 
Notable projects executed by the project include:  
The construction of Paro Airport, Yonphula Airfield, Thimphu – 
Trashigang Highway, Telecommunication & Hydro Power 
Infrastructure, Sherubtse College, Kanglung and India House Estate.  
 
Significance:  

● Over the years, DANTAK has met the myriad infrastructure requirements in Bhutan in accordance with 
the vision of Their Majesties and the aspirations of the people in a symbiotic manner.  

● The medical and education facilities established by DANTAK in far flung areas were often the first in 
those locations.  

● The food outlets along the road introduced the Bhutanese to Indian delicacies and developed a sweet 
tooth in them.  

 

7. Karen rebels:  
Context:  
Myanmar’s military has launched air strikes on a village and outpost near the Thai border, after ethnic 
minority Karen insurgents attacked a Myanmar army post in some of the worst clashes since a Feb. 1 coup.  

● The Karen National Union (KNU), Myanmar's oldest rebel group, has also said its fighters had taken the 
army camp on the west bank of the Salween river.  

 
Who are the KNU?  

● The KNU is the dominant political organisation representing ethnic minority Karen 
communities in Karen, or Kayin, State, bordering Thailand.  

● Its aim is self-determination for the Karen people in a region of about 1.6 
million people, roughly the size of Belgium, where they are the ethnic majority 
in the state.  

 
What is the Karen Conflict?  
Marginalised in then Burma's post-independence political process, the KNU started a 
rebellion in 1949, which it waged for nearly 70 years. One of its key grievances was the majority 
Bamar community's dominance of Myanmar's state and military.  

● The conflict has been described as one of the world's "longest running civil wars".  
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What's the demand?  
Karen nationalists have been fighting for an independent state known as Kawthoolei since 1949.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Karens?  

2. What is the conflict all about?  
3. What is Kawthoolei?  

 
Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests. 

1. BIMSTEC:  
Context:  
17th BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) Ministerial 
meet, chaired by Sri Lanka, was held recently.  

● The meeting drew participation from all the seven-member States, including Myanmar which is 
witnessing a large-scale crackdown against anti-military protesters.  

 
What is BIMSTEC?  
In an effort to integrate the region, the grouping was formed in 1997, originally with Bangladesh, India, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand, and later included Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan. BIMSTEC, which now includes five 
countries from South Asia and two from ASEAN, is a bridge between South Asia and Southeast Asia. It includes 
all the major countries of South Asia, except Maldives, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
 
Why the region matters?  

● Over one-fifth (22%) of the world’s population live in the seven countries around it, and they have a 
combined GDP close to $2.7 trillion.  

● The Bay also has vast untapped natural resources. One-fourth of the world’s traded goods cross the 
Bay every year.  

 
Why is BIMSTEC important for India?  
As the region’s largest economy, India has a lot at stake.  

● BIMSTEC connects not only South and 
Southeast Asia, but also the ecologies of the 
Great Himalayas and the Bay of Bengal.  

● For India, it is a natural platform to fulfil our key 
foreign policy priorities of ‘Neighborhood First’ 
and ‘Act East’.  

● For New Delhi, one key reason for engagement 
is in the vast potential that is unlocked with 
stronger connectivity. Almost 300 million 
people, or roughly one-quarter of India’s 
population, live in the four coastal states 
adjacent to the Bay of Bengal (Andhra Pradesh, 
Orissa, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal).  

● From the strategic perspective, the Bay of 
Bengal, a funnel to the Malacca straits, has 
emerged a key theatre for an increasingly assertive China in maintaining its access route to the Indian 
Ocean.  

● As China mounts assertive activities in the Bay of Bengal region, with increased submarine movement 
and ship visits in the Indian Ocean, it is in India’s interest to consolidate its internal engagement among 
the BIMSTEC countries.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Bimstec.  

2. Members.  
3. Objectives.  
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Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Bimstec for India.  

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GEP8EHLJP.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI):  
Context:  
In a move to counter China’s dominance of supply chain 
in the Indo-Pacific region, trade ministers of India, Japan 
and Australia have formally launched the Supply Chain 
Resilience Initiative (SCRI).  
 
What is it?  

● The SCRI aims to create a virtuous cycle of 
enhancing supply chain resilience with a view to 
eventually attaining strong, sustainable, balanced 
and inclusive growth in the region.  

● Initially, SCRI will focus on sharing best practices 
on supply chain resilience and holding 
investment promotion events and buyer-seller matching events to provide opportunities for 
stakeholders to explore the possibility of diversification of their supply chains.  

 
Possible policy measures under the initiative may include:  
(i) supporting the enhanced utilization of digital technology.  
(ii) supporting trade and investment diversification.  
 
Significance:  

● The SCRI aims to reduce dependence on China amid a likelihood of rechurning of supply chains in the 
Indo-Pacific region amid the Covid-19 pandemic.  

● It seeks to build upon the existing bilateral frameworks like the Asean-Japan Economic Resilience 
Action Plan and India-Japan Industrial Competitiveness Partnership and attract foreign direct 
investment in the region.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the initiative.  
2. Participants.  

3. Objectives.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the initiative.  

 
Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

1. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA):  
Context:  
The U.S. and Iran will soon begin negotiations through intermediaries to try to get both countries back into an 
accord limiting Iran’s nuclear programme, nearly three years after President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out 
of the deal.  
 
What's the issue?  

● Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of the accord in 2018. Besides, he opted for a “maximum pressure” 
campaign by imposing sanctions and other tough actions.  

● Iran responded by intensifying its enrichment of uranium and building of centrifuges, while maintaining 
its insistence that its nuclear development was for civilian and not military purposes.  

● Iran’s moves increased pressure on major world powers over the Trump administration's sanctions and 
raised tensions among U.S. allies and strategic partners in West Asia.  

 
About the Iran Nuclear Deal:  

● Also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).  
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● The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations from 2013 and 2015 between Iran and P5+1+EU 
(China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European Union, or 
the EU).  

● Under the deal, Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of centrifuges, enriched uranium and 
heavy-water, all key components for nuclear weapons. 

 
What's the concern now?  
In January 2020, following the drone strike on Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Gen. Qasem 
Soleiman, Iran announced that it would no longer observe the JCPOA’s restraints.  

● The collapse of the JCPOA drags Iran towards nuclear brinkmanship, like North Korea, which has 
created major geopolitical instability in the region and beyond.  

 
Significance of the deal for India:  

● Removing sanctions may revive India’s interest in the Chabahar port, Bandar Abbas port, and other 
plans for regional connectivity.  

● This would further help India to neutralize the Chinese presence in Gwadar port, Pakistan.  
● Restoration of ties between the US and Iran will help India to procure cheap Iranian oil and aid in 

energy security.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. What is Uranium Enrichment? 

Mains Link:  
Write a note on JCPOA.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GGE8EL811.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Who are Uighurs? 
Context: 
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi has expressed strong concerns to his Chinese counterpart about 
the human rights situation of China’s Uighur minority.  
 
Who are Uighurs? 

● Uighurs are a Muslim minority community concentrated in the country’s northwestern Xinjiang 
province. 

● They claim closer ethnic ties to Turkey and other central Asian countries than to China, by brute — and 
brutal — force. 

 
Why is China targeting the Uighurs? 
Xinjiang is technically an autonomous region within China — its largest region, rich in minerals, and sharing 
borders with some countries, including India, Russia and Afghanistan. 

● Over the past few decades, as economic prosperity has come to Xinjiang, it has brought with it in large 
numbers the majority Han Chinese,who have cornered the better jobs, and left the Uighurs feeling 
their livelihoods and identity were under threat. 

● This led to sporadic violence, in 2009 culminating in 
a riot that killed 200 people, mostly Han Chinese, in 
the region’s capital Urumqi. And many other violent 
incidents have taken place since then. 

● Beijing also says Uighur groups want to establish an 
independent state and, because of the Uighurs’ 
cultural ties to their neighbours, leaders fear that 
elements in places like Pakistan may back a 
separatist movement in Xinjiang. 
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Therefore, the Chinese policy seems to have been one of treating the entire community as suspect, and 
launching a systematic project to chip away at every marker of a distinct Uighur identity.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Uighurs? 
2. Where is Xinjiang? 
3. Who are Han Chinese? 

4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G738EV3DD.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Centre seeks nod to close Italian marines case:  
Context:  
The government has asked the Supreme Court to schedule an urgent hearing of its application to close the 
criminal trials pending in India against two Italian marines accused of killing two fishermen off the coast of 
Kerala in 2012.  
 
Background:  
Girone and Latorre, who were detained on the Italian ship Enrica Lexie, allegedly shot the fishermen thinking 
they were ‘pirates’.  
 
What's the case?  
In a virtual hearing in August last year, the court had made it clear that it would close the criminal trial of the 
Marines in India only after the victims’ families were heard and paid a ‘hefty’ compensation. The court had 
asked the government to negotiate an ‘adequate’ compensation for the slain fishermen’s families with Italy.  
 
What has the government said?  
Eight months ago, the Centre had informed the apex court about its decision to “accept and abide” by an 
international tribunal’s award that the Marines should be tried 
in their native Italy.  

● The government had explained that India was bound by 
the award of the arbitral tribunal formed under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS).  

● The award was “final and without appeal” as India was a 
party to the UN Convention.  

 
What had the tribunal held?  

● In a close 3:2 vote, the tribunal ruled that the Italian 
marines enjoyed diplomatic immunity as Italian state 
officials under the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of Sea.  

● Taking note of the “commitment expressed by Italy” to 
resume its criminal investigation into the incident, the 
tribunal said India must cease to exercise its jurisdiction.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. PCA- composition, functions and members. 
2. What is UNCLOS? 
3. Articles 87, 90 and 100 of UNCLOS are 

related to? 
4. About International Tribunal for Law of the 

Sea (ITLOS). 
5. What is NIA? 

6. About the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 
7. Article 253 of the Indian Constitution. 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the functions and significance of PCA. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGT8F6HHT.1&imageview=0.  
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4. India, Russia committed to S-400 deal:  
Context:  
Russian Ambassador to India Nikolai Kudashev recently confirmed that both India and Russia are “committed” 
to completing their contract for the S-400 missile system, due to be delivered to India at the end of the year. 
He said both countries opposed U.S. sanctions on the issue.  
 
What's the issue?  
The S-400 deal could attract sanctions under 
US' CAATSA law. The US has already 
sanctioned China and Turkey over similar 
purchases.  
 
What is the S-400 air defence missile 
system? Why does India need it?  
The S-400 Triumf is a mobile, surface-to-air 
missile system (SAM) designed by Russia. 

● It is the most dangerous 
operationally deployed modern long-
range SAM (MLR SAM) in the world, 
considered much ahead of the US-
developed Terminal High Altitude 
Area Defense system (THAAD). 

 
What is CAATSA, and how did the S-400 deal 
fall foul of this Act?  

● Countering America’s Adversaries 
through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)‘s core objective is to counter Iran, Russia and North Korea through 
punitive measures.  

● Enacted in 2017.  
● Includes sanctions against countries that engage in significant transactions with Russia’s defence and 

intelligence sectors.  
 
What sanctions will be imposed?  

1. prohibition on loans to the sanctioned person. 
2. prohibition of Export-Import bank assistance for exports to sanctioned persons. 
3. prohibition on procurement by United States Government to procure goods or services from the 

sanctioned person. 
4. denial of visas to persons closely associated with the sanctioned person. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. CAATSA is associated with?  
2. Powers of US president under CAATSA.  
3. Types of sanctions that can be imposed.  
4. Significant defence deals between India 

and Russia.  

5. Overview of Iran Nuclear deal.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the features and significance of CAATSA.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCT8FUUKP.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. U.S. Treasury keeps India on currency watch list:  
Context:   
The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading 
Partners of the United States. The April 2021 edition of the semi-annual report is the first from the Biden 
administration.  

● The report is submitted to the U.S. Congress and reviews currency practices of the U.S.’s 20 biggest 
trading partners.  
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Three criteria are used to review partners:  

1. A significant (at least $20 billion) bilateral trade surplus.  
2. A material current account surplus.  
3. Persistent one-sided intervention in forex markets.  

 
Highlights of the latest report:  

● India is one of the 11 countries on the ‘Monitoring List’ 
with regard to their currency practices.  

● India was on the list in the December 2020 report as 
well.  

● The other 10 countries on the list with India are China, Japan, Korea, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Mexico.  

● India met two of the three criteria — the trade surplus criterion and the “persistent, one-sided 
intervention” criterion.  

 
What is currency manipulation?  
The US Treasury department defines currency manipulation as when countries deliberately influence the 
exchange rate between their currency and the US dollar to gain “unfair competitive advantage in international 
trade”.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. US Currency Manipulators list. 
2. Countries in watch list. 
3. Criteria. 

4. Implications. 
5. India’s position. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJJ8G6H4A.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. Probe China over Xinjiang crimes: HRW:  
Context:  
Human Rights Watch has appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations China’s government is 
committing crimes against Uighur Muslims in the Xinjiang region.  
 
What's the issue?  
The rights group cited reports of the mass detention of Muslims, a crackdown on religious practices and other 
measures against minorities in the northwestern region. It said they amount to crimes against humanity as 
defined by the treaty that established the International Criminal Court.  
 
What needs to be done?  
As China is not a party to the Rome Statute, and hence, the ICC does not have the territorial jurisdiction over 
the crimes allegedly perpetrated there. China could use its veto power as a permanent UN Security Council 
member to block action against Chinese officials.  

● Therefore, the UN Human Rights Commission should create a body to investigate the charges, identify 
those responsible and provide a road map to hold them accountable.  

 
Background:  
More than 1 million people have been confined to camps in Xinjiang, according to foreign governments and 
researchers. Authorities there are accused of imposing forced labor and birth controls.  

● The Chinese government rejects complaints of abuses, saying the camps are for job training to support 
economic development and combat radicalism.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Uighurs?  
2. Where is Xinjiang?  

3. Who are Han Chinese?  
4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province.  

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCH8GH2BB.1&imageview=0.  

Indian Commerce Secretary Anup 
Wadhawan has questioned the rationale 
behind the U.S. government’s decision 
to put India on the watchlist for 
currency manipulators.  
● Besides, the list also constituted an 

intrusion into the policy space 
needed by central banks around the 
world to meet their mandates.  
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7. Travel bubble:  
Context:  
Sri Lanka has decided to postpone launching the proposed “travel bubble” with India, in the wake of the recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases in India.  
 
What is a travel bubble?  

● Creating a travel bubble involves reconnecting countries or 
states that have shown a good level of success in containing 
the novel coronavirus pandemic domestically.  

● Such a bubble would allow the members of the group to 
rekindle trade ties with each other, and kickstart sectors such 
as travel and tourism.  

 
Significance and potential:  
Potential travel bubbles among better-performing countries around the world would account for around 35 per 
cent of the global GDP. Such arrangements are especially being favoured by smaller countries, who are likely to 
benefit after being able to trade again with larger partners. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a travel bubble?  
2. Differences between travel and social 

bubbles.  
3. Examples of travel bubbles.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the need for and significance of travel 
bubbles.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GN38GL9PC.1&imageview=0.  

 

8. South China Sea dispute:  
Context:  
Philippine is planning to deploy military ships to the South China Sea to assert the country’s claim over oil 
deposits in a contested part of the waterway.  
 
Background:  
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has been facing growing domestic criticism for his reluctance to confront 
China over its activities in Philippine-claimed waters.  
 
Where is the South China Sea?  

● South China Sea is an arm of western Pacific Ocean 
in Southeast Asia.  

● It is south of China, east & south of Vietnam, west of 
the Philippines and north of the island of Borneo.  

● It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the East China 
Sea and by Luzon Strait with the Philippine Sea.  

● Bordering states & territories: the People’s Republic 
of China, the Republic of China (Taiwan), the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore 
and Vietnam.  

 
Strategic Importance:  

● This sea holds tremendous strategic importance for 
its location as it is the connecting link between the 
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean (Strait of 
Malacca).  
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● According to the United Nations Conference on Trade And Development (UNCTAD) one-third of the 
global shipping passes through it, carrying trillions of trade which makes it a significant geopolitical 
water body.  

 
Contesting Claims Over Islands:  

● The Paracel Islands are claimed by China, Taiwan and Vietnam.  
● The Spratly Islands are claimed by China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Brunei and Philippines.  
● The Scarborough Shoal is claimed by Philippines, China and Taiwan.  
● Since 2010, China has been converting uninhabited islets into artificial islets to bring it under UNCLOS 

(For example, Haven Reef, Johnson South Reef and Fiery Cross Reef).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Countries involved in the dispute.  
2. What is nine dash line?  
3. Disputed islands and their locations?  
4. Important straits, passes and seas in the 

region.  
5. What is UNCLOS?  

6. Locate Taiwan strait and Luzon Strait.  
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on South China Sea dispute.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GN38GL9P6.1&imageview=0.  

 

9. USCIRF report:  
Context:  
The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, 
has released its 2021 annual report.  
 
Highlights of the report:  
The report designated 14 countries as “countries of particular concern (CPCs)” as “their governments are 
engaged in or tolerate “systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom.” This includes India.  
 
Observations made about religious freedom in India by USCIRF:  

1. This year, USCIRF said that religious freedom conditions in India “continued their negative trajectory”.  
2. The government promoted Hindu nationalist policies resulting in systematic, ongoing, and egregious 

violations of religious freedom.  
3. It particularly noted the passage of the “religiously discriminatory” Citizenship Amendment Act.  
4. The report indicated that there was seeming police complicity in the Delhi riots.  
5. Further, the report alleged that “government action including the acquittal of all individuals accused of 

demolishing the Babri Masjid mosque—as well as government inaction to address religious violence 
contributed to a culture of impunity for those promulgating hate and violence toward religious 
minorities.  

 
Recommendations made by USCIRF:  

● The administration should impose targeted sanctions on Indian individuals and entities for ‘severe 
violations of religious freedom’.  

● It should promote inter-faith dialogue and the rights of all communities at bilateral and multilateral 
forums “such as the ministerial of the Quadrilateral [the Quad].”  

● Raise issues in the U.S. – India bilateral space, such as by hosting hearings, writing letters and 
constituting Congressional delegations.  

 
Implications:  
USCIRF recommendations are non-binding and the Trump administration 
had rejected the USCIRF recommendation to designate India a CPC last 
year, when it released its own determinations in December.  
 
WHAT IS THE U. S. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (USCIRF)?  
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● USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan, U.S. federal government commission created by the 1998 
International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) that monitors the universal right to freedom of religion or 
belief abroad.  

● USCIRF uses international standards to monitor religious freedom violations globally, and makes policy 
recommendations to the President, the Secretary of State, and Congress.  

 
What are CPCs?  
CPC is designated to a nation guilty of particularly severe violations of religious freedom under the 
International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) of 1998. The term ‘particularly severe violations of religious 
freedom’ means systematic, ongoing, egregious violations of religious freedom.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is USCIRF?  
2. What are countries of particular concern?  
3. About the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights.  
4. India's position.  

 
 

Mains Link:  
How successful Indian polity has been in 
maintaining communal harmony in the state? 
Discuss.  
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/internation
al/india-should-be-a-country-of-particular-concern-
for-religious-freedom-us-
commission/article34379418.ece/amp/.  

 

10. Report on trends in global military expenditure:  
Context:  
The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) has released its report on trends in global 
military expenditure in 2020.  
 
Key findings:  

1. The five biggest spenders in 2020, which together accounted for 62 per cent of global military 
expenditure, were the United States, China, India, Russia and the United Kingdom.  

2. The world’s top military spenders saw their military spending go up compared to 2019, even during a 
pandemic year.  

3. The US spent a total of $778 billion, China spent $252 billion and India’s military expenditure was $72.9 
billion.  

4. In total, the global military expenditure rose to $1981 billion last year, an increase of 2.6 per cent in 
real terms from 2019.  

 
About SIPRI:  

● The Sweden-based SIPRI is an independent international institute dedicated to research into conflict, 
armaments, arms control and disarmament.  

● It was established in 1966 on the basis of a decision by the Swedish Parliament and receives a 
substantial part of its funding in the form of an annual grant from the Swedish Government.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About SIPRI.  

2. Key findings.  
3. Reports. India's spending analysis.  

 
Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

1. International Criminal Court (ICC):  
Context:  
U.S. President Joe Biden has lifted sanctions imposed by previous President Donald Trump on two top officials 
of the International Criminal Court (ICC).  
 
What's the issue?  
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ICC was probing alleged crimes by U.S. troops in Afghanistan. But, the Trump administration was openly hostile 
to the tribunal for pursuing prosecutions of Americans for actions in Afghanistan and Israelis for actions against 
the Palestinians.  
 
About ICC:  

● The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for prosecution 
of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.  

● It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end impunity 
for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community.  

● Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002.  
 
Funding:  
Although the Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it also receives voluntary contributions 
from governments, international organisations, individuals, corporations and other entities.  
 
Composition and voting power:  
The Court’s management oversight and legislative body, the Assembly of States Parties, consists of one 
representative from each state party.  

● Each state party has one 
vote and “every effort” has 
to be made to reach 
decisions by consensus. If 
consensus cannot be 
reached, decisions are 
made by vote.  

● The Assembly is presided 
over by a president and 
two vice-presidents, who 
are elected by the 
members to three-year 
terms.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Differences between ICJ and ICC. 
2. Geographical locations of these 

organisations and overview of surrounding 
countries. 

3. Doha accord between US and Taliban. 

4. What is Rome statute? 
5. Location of Afghanistan. 
6. US taliban peace deal- overview. 

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on ICC. 

 

2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  
Context 1:  
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has urged NATO to speed up his country’s membership in the alliance, 
saying it was the only way to end fighting with pro-Russia separatists.  
 
Background:  
Fears have been mounting of a major escalation of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, where government forces 
have battled separatists in the mainly Russian-speaking Donbas region since 2014. Crimean peninsula was 
annexed by Moscow in 2014.  
 
Context 2:  
NATO has announced that Foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in 
coordination with a U.S. pull-out by September 11.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       58  InsightsIAS 

● After withdrawing, the U.S. and NATO aim to rely on Afghan military and police forces, which they have 
developed with billions of dollars in funding, to maintain security though peace talks are struggling and 
the insurgency is resilient.  

 
Background:  
September 11 is a highly symbolic date as it will be 20 years since al-Qaeda attacked the U.S. with hijacked 
airliners, triggering military intervention in Afghanistan.  
 
About North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  
It is an intergovernmental military alliance.  
Established by Washington treaty. 
Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 
Headquarters — Brussels, Belgium. 
Headquarters of Allied Command Operations — 
Mons, Belgium.  
 
Significance:  
It constitutes a system of collective defence 
whereby its independent member states agree to 
mutual defence in response to an attack by any 
external party. 
 
Composition:  
Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the alliance from the original 12 
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020.  
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
Objectives:  
Political – NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and cooperate on defence and 
security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict.  
Military – NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military 
power to undertake crisis-management operations. These are carried out under the collective defence clause 
of NATO’s founding treaty – Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or under a United Nations mandate, alone or 
in cooperation with other countries and international organisations.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NATO- genesis and headquarters. 
2. What is NATO Allied Command 

Operations? 
3. Who can become members of NATO? 
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty. 
5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic 

Ocean. 

6. Latest NATO member.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the objectives and significance of NATO. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GP98F2EHB.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP):  
Context:  
The US Navy has publicly declared it conducted “freedom of navigation operations” in India’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep earlier this week, without deliberately seeking New Delhi’s prior 
consent.  

● However, India has protested this decision, rejecting the U.S.’s claim that its domestic maritime law 
was in violation of international law- (the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)).  
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Background:  
India’s domestic laws hold any country carrying out military maneuvers in its EEZ must provide prior 
notification.  

● While a country has full sovereignty over its territorial waters, which end at 12 nautical miles from the 
coast, it only has special rights in exploration and use of marine resources in its EEZ, which stretch to 
200 nautical miles from the baseline.  

 
What's the issue?  
The US said, India's requirement of prior consent is inconsistent with international laws and the “freedom of 
navigation operations (FONOPs)”.  

● The US -- which has not ratified the UNCLOS unlike India, China and many other countries -- does 
regularly conduct FONOPs in the contentious South China Sea to challenge China’s aggressive territorial 
claims as well as in other areas including the Indian Ocean Region.  

 
What's the concern now?  
The “tone and tenor of the aggressive public declaration” of FONOPs in India’s EEZ, at a time when the US is 
seeking India’s closer cooperation through the Quad and other mechanisms to foster “credible deterrence” 
against China in the Indo-Pacific, raised the hackles of the Indian security establishment.  
 
What is FONOP?  
Freedom of Navigation Operations involves passages conducted by the US Navy through waters claimed by 
coastal nations as their exclusive territory.  

● According to the US Department of Defense (DoD), the FON Program has existed for 40 years, and 
“continuously reaffirmed the United States’ policy of exercising and asserting its navigation and 
overflight rights and freedoms around the world”.  

● These “assertions communicate that the United States does not acquiesce to the excessive maritime 
claims of other nations, and thus prevents those claims from becoming accepted in international law”. 
  

InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is UNCLOS?  
2. What is EEZ?  
3. About FONOP.  

 

  
Mains Link : Discuss the significance of Exclusive 
Economic Zone.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUG8FEF3F.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. WHO urges halt on sale of live wild mammals in markets:  
Context:  
The World Health Organization, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) have called for a halt to the sale of live wild mammals in food markets to 
prevent the emergence of new diseases such as COVID-19.  
 
Need for:  
Because traditional markets play a central role in providing food and livelihoods for large populations, banning 
the sale of live wild mammals could protect the health of market workers and customers alike.  

● Animals, particularly wild animals, are the source of more than 70% of all emerging infectious diseases 
in humans, many of which are caused by novel viruses. Wild mammals, in particular, pose a risk for the 
emergence of new diseases.  

 
About the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE):  

● The need to fight animal diseases at global level led to the creation of the Office International des 
Epizooties through the international Agreement signed on January 25th 1924.  

● In May 2003 the Office became the World Organisation for Animal Health but kept its historical 
acronym OIE.  

● The OIE is the intergovernmental organisation responsible for improving animal health worldwide.  
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● It is recognised as a reference organisation by the World Trade Organization (WTO).  
● The organisation is placed under the authority and control of a World Assembly of Delegates consisting 

of Delegates designated by the Governments of all Member Countries.  
● The main objective of the OIE is to control epizootic diseases and thus to prevent their spread.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About WTO.  
2. About OIE.  

3. International Conventions governing trade 
of endangered species.  

 
  

Mains Link : Discuss why there is a need to halt the sale of live wild mammals in food markets to prevent the 
emergence of new diseases such as COVID-19.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G4M8FS6GH.1&imageview=0.  
 

5. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact:  
Context:  
Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan recently said that he hoped India would “reassess” its stand 
on regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact that 
India withdrew from in 2019.  
 
Need for India's presence in RCEP:  

● India had “a crucial role” to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of 
increasing global instability.  

● Such trade pacts will also give Indian companies a platform to showcase their strengths across even 
larger markets.  

● Besides, Rising U.S.-China tensions were “deeply worrying” for the region with the pandemic resulting 
in “heightened tension”.  

 
What is RCEP?  

● The RCEP came into force in November 2020 without India. The signatories of the agreement include 
10 ASEAN countries - Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, Laos, 
Myanmar and the Philippines and 5 key partners (China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New 
Zealand). 

 
Aims and Objectives of 
RCEP:  

1. To lower tariffs, 
open up trade in 
services and 
promote 
investment to help 
emerging 
economies catch up 
with the rest of the 
world.  

2. To help reduce 
costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product anywhere within the bloc without 
meeting separate requirements for each country.  

3. It also touches on intellectual property, but will not cover environmental protections and labour rights.  
 
Why India did not join?  
India withdrew from the RCEP largely because of concerns it would open it up to Chinese goods amid an 
already wide trade imbalance with China, and the failure of the agreement to adequately open up to services.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. RCEP- composition and objectives.  
2. India’s free trade agreements with ASEAN 

countries.  

3. Geographical location of ASEAN countries.  
4. Aims and objectives of RCEP.  

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCT8FUUKN.1&imageview=0.

 

6. Kulbhushan Jadhav case:  
Context:  
The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India’s “misunderstanding” about the court’s 
jurisdiction to hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ).  
 
What's the case?  

● Jadhav, the 50-year-old retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military 
court on charges of espionage and terrorism in April 2017.  

● India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of consular access to Jadhav and challenging the 
death sentence.  

● ICJ ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan must undertake an “effective review and reconsideration” of the 
conviction and sentence of Jadhav, and also grant consular access to India without further delay.  

● The ICJ, in its 2019 verdict, had asked Pakistan to provide a proper forum for appeal against the 
sentence given to the retired officer by the military court.  

 
Key observations made by the ICJ:  

● Islamabad has violated Article 36 of Vienna Convention of Consular Relations, 1963, by not informing 
India about Jadhav’s arrest immediately after Pakistan Army had taken him into custody.  

● India had been deprived of ‘right to communicate with and have access to Jadhav, to visit him in 
detention and to arrange for his legal representation’.  

 
About ICJ:  

● ICJ was established in 1945 by the United Nations charter and started working in April 1946.  
● It is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, situated at the Peace Palace in The Hague 

(Netherlands).  
● Unlike the six principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (USA).  
● It settles legal disputes between States and gives advisory opinions in accordance with international 

law, on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies.  
 
Structure:  

● The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United 
Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. These organs vote simultaneously but separately.  

● In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both bodies.  
● In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years and 

Judges are eligible for re-election.  
● ICJ is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its official languages are English and French.  

 
The 15 judges of the Court are distributed in following regions: 

1. Three from Africa. 
2. Two from Latin America and Caribbean. 
3. Three from Asia. 
4. Five from Western Europe and other states. 
5. Two from Eastern Europe.  

 
Independence of judges:  
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Unlike other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of representatives of 
governments. Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking up their duties, is 
to make a solemn declaration in open court that they will exercise their powers impartially and conscientiously.  
 
Jurisdiction and Functioning:  

● ICJ acts as a world court with two fold jurisdiction i.e. legal disputes between States submitted to it by 
them (contentious cases) and requests for advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by 
United Nations organs and specialized agencies (advisory proceedings).  

● Only States which are members of the United Nations and which have become parties to the Statute of 
the Court or which have accepted its jurisdiction under certain conditions, are parties to contentious 
cases.  

● The judgment is final, binding on the parties to a case and without appeal (at the most it may be 
subject to interpretation or, upon the discovery of a new fact, revision).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Differences between ICJ and ICC.  
2. Geographical locations of these 

organisations and overview of surrounding 
countries.  

3. Doha accord between US and Taliban.  

4. What is Rome statute?  
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on ICJ.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G7J8G32VQ.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. International Day for Monuments and Sites:  
Context:  
Every year, the United Nations marks April 18 as the International Day for Monuments and Sites.  
In many countries the day is also celebrated as World Heritage Day.  

● The theme for this year is “Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures”.  
● Globally, the day is promoted by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS).  

 
What is a World Heritage site?  

● These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, also known as UNESCO. UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World 
Heritage are important for humanity, and they hold cultural and physical significance. 

● The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are elected by the General 
Assembly. 

● Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located and 
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.  

 
Eligibility:  
To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some respect as a 
geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance.  
 
Heritage sites in India:  

● India is home to 38 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, out of the 1121 such spots identified around the 
world.  

● Of these, 30 are ‘cultural’ and 7 are ‘Natural’. One is classified as ‘Mixed’, the Khangchendzonga 
National Park.  

● In 2019, ‘Jaipur City’ became the 38th addition to the India list under Culture.  
● So far, only China, Italy, Spain, Germany, and France have more locations on the list than India.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Who declares a site as world heritage site?  

2. What is endangered list?  
3. What is tentative list?  
4. WHS in India and their locations?  
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8. Boao Forum:  
Context:  
The opening ceremony of the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2021 was held in Boao, south China's 
Hainan Province.  

● This year's conference was attended by more than 2,600 guests from over 60 countries and regions.  
● Theme: "A World in Change: Join Hands to Strengthen Global Governance and Advance Belt and Road 

Cooperation."  
 
At the event, BFA released an annual report on the Asian economy. Key findings:  

● In terms of purchasing power parity, Asia's share in the global economic aggregate in 2020 reached 
47.3 percent, up 0.9 percentage points from 2019, indicating the increasing role of Asia in the global 
economy.  

● The economic integration of all Asian economies is accelerating. By February 2021, there had been 186 
regional trade agreements in force inside and outside Asia, accounting for 54.9 percent of the total 
regional agreements around the world.  

● In particular, the signing of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (RCEP) in 
November 2020 has been injecting strong momentum into regional and global economic growth, which 
is expected to give renewed impetus to further accelerate the negotiation of free trade agreements in 
Asia.  

 
About the Bao Forum:  

● The Boao Forum for Asia was initiated in 2001 by 25 Asian countries and Australia (increased to 28 in 
2006).  

● It is a non-profit organisation.  
● It has provided a high-end platform for political, business and academic leaders in Asia and the world.  
● It is modelled on the World Economic Forum held annually in Davos, Switzerland.  
● The Forum is committed to promoting regional economic integration and bringing Asian countries even 

closer to their development goals.  
● It has made positive contributions to the promotion of regional economic integration, common 

development and the building of a more prosperous and harmonious Asia.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Forum.  
2. Participants.  
3. Objectives.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the Boao Forum for Asia.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GN38GL9PI.1&imageview=0.  

 

9. Global Youth Mobilization Local Solutions campaign:  
Context:  
United Nations agencies and youth organisations have come together to launch a campaign unique to involve 
the youth of the world in building their lives impacted by the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic.  
 
About the Global Youth Mobilization Local Solutions campaign:  

● Launched on April 19, 2021.  
● It is mandated to fund youth in communities impacted by the pandemic to take up innovative 

programmes to rebuild lives.  
● An initial $2 million (nearly Rs 15 crore) be available in four tiers, from $500 through to $5,000 and an 

“accelerator” programme will scale and replicate the most promising solutions, with further funding 
lined up over the coming months.  

 
It is being supported by six of the world’s largest youth organisations:  

1. World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations.  
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2. World Young Women’s Christian Association.  
3. World Organization of the Scout Movement.  
4. World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.  
5. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.  
6. The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the campaign.  
2. Objectives.  
3. Launched by?  

 

Mains Link : Discuss the need for and significance 
of the campaign.  
 
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health
/un-drives-campaign-for-youth-as-covid-19-
pandemic-ups-anxiety-among-90--76583. 

 

10. External auditor for Hague-based OPCW:  
Context:  
India's Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has been chosen as the external auditor by the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) for a three-year term starting 2021.  

● The appointment was made through an election process at the OPCW conference recently.  
● India was also selected as the member of the executive council of the OPCW representing Asia group 

for another two-year term during the OPCW conference.  
 
 
About the Executive Council:  

● It is the governing body of the OPCW.  
● The Council consists of 41 OPCW Member States that are elected 

by the Conference of the States Parties and rotate every two 
years.  

● The Council supervises the activities of the Technical Secretariat and is 
responsible for promoting the effective implementation of and compliance with the 
Convention.  

● Each Member State has the right, on a rotating basis, to serve on the Executive Council.  
 
About OPCW:  

● It is an international organization established by the Chemical Weapons Convention, 1997 to 
implement and enforce the terms of the non-proliferation treaty, which prohibits the use, stockpiling, 
or transfer of chemical weapons by signatory states.  

● The OPCW is authorized to perform inspections to verify that signatory states are complying with the 
convention.  

● By the 2001 Relationship Agreement between the OPCW and the United Nations, the OPCW reports on 
its inspections and other activities to the UN through the office of the Secretary General.  

● The organisation was awarded the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize “for its extensive efforts to eliminate 
chemical weapons”.  

 
The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits:  

1. Developing, producing, acquiring, stockpiling, or retaining chemical weapons.  
2. The direct or indirect transfer of chemical weapons.  
3. Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use.  
4. Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other states to engage in CWC-prohibited activity. 
5. The use of riot control agents “as a method of warfare.”  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About OPCW.  
2. What is CWC?  

3. Members.  
4. Functions of the executive council.  
5. Roles and functions of the external auditor 

of OPCW.  
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Mains Link: Write a note on the chemical weapons convention. 
 

11. Human Rights Watch:  
Context:  
Human Rights Watch said on Tuesday that Israel is committing the crime of “apartheid” by seeking to maintain 
Jewish “domination” over Palestinians and its own Arab population.  

1. It pointed to measures, including movement restrictions, land confiscation, forcible population 
transfer, denial of residency rights and suspension of civil rights.  

2. The report finds that the Israeli government is the “single authority” with control “over the area 
between the Jordan River and Mediterranean Sea”.  

 
What has the Israel said?  
Currently under investigation by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for alleged war crimes, Israel blasted 
HRW’s accusations as “preposterous and false”, accusing it of having “a long-standing anti-Israeli agenda”. 
 
About Human Rights Watch:  

● Founded in 1978, it is an international non-governmental organization, headquartered in New York 
City, that conducts research and advocacy on human rights.  

● The group pressures governments, policy makers, companies, and individual human rights abusers to 
denounce abuse and respect human rights, and the group often works on behalf of refugees, children, 
migrants, and political prisoners.  

● Headquartered in New York.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About HRW.  
2. Functions.  
3. Objectives.  

 

Mains Link:  
Comment on Israel- Palestine conflict.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUN8HE6TT.1&imageview=0.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

1. Inflation targeting:  
Context:  
The Centre has decided to retain the inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance band of +/- 2 percentage points for 
the Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI for the coming five years.  
 
What is inflation targeting?  

● It is a central banking policy that revolves around adjusting monetary policy to achieve a specified 
annual rate of inflation.  

● The principle of inflation targeting is based on the belief that long-term economic growth is best 
achieved by maintaining price stability, and price stability is achieved by controlling inflation.  

 
Inflation Targeting Framework: 
Now there is a flexible inflation targeting framework in India (after the 2016 amendment to the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Act, 1934). 
 
Who sets the inflation target in India? 
The amended RBI Act provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of India, in consultation 
with the Reserve Bank, once every five years. 
 
Current Inflation Target: 
The Central Government has notified 4 per cent Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation as the target for the 
period from August 5, 2016, to March 31, 2021, with the upper tolerance limit of 6 per cent and the lower 
tolerance limit of 2 per cent. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is the current inflation target? 
2. Who sets it? 
3. What is the monetary policy committee 

(MPC)? 

4. Functions. 
5. Composition. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGQ8EDQEP.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Haryana’s quota law:  
Context: 
Haryana's private job reservation law which provides 75 per cent employment opportunities in private sector 
for people belonging to the state will come into force from May 1.  
 
About Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020: 

1. It requires private companies to set aside for domiciles 75% of jobs up to a monthly salary of Rs 50,000 
or as may be notified by the government from time to time. 

2. The law is applicable to all the companies, societies, trusts, limited liability partnership firms, 
partnership firms and any person employing 10 or more persons and an entity, as may be notified by 
the government from time to time shall come under the ambit of this Act. 

 
What are the legal issues in such laws? 

1. The question of domicile reservation in jobs: While domicile quotas in education are fairly common, 
courts have been reluctant in expanding this to public employment. It raises questions relating to the 
fundamental right to equality of citizens. 
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2. The issue of forcing the private sector to comply with reservations in employment. For mandating 
reservation in public employment, the state draws its power from Article 16(4) of the Constitution. But, 
the Constitution has no manifest provision for private employment from which the state draws the 
power to make laws mandating reservation. 

3. It may not be able to withstand judicial scrutiny on the touchstone of Article 19(1)(g). 
 
What is the government’s rationale in bringing such laws? 

1. Public sector jobs constitute only a minuscule proportion of all jobs. Therefore, talks about extending 
the legal protections to the private sector to really achieve the constitutional mandate of equality for 
all citizens has been on. 

2. Since private industries use public infrastructure in many ways — from accessing land through 
subsidised allotment to receiving credit from public banks, tax exemptions and in many cases subsidies 
for fuel etc, the state has a legitimate right to require them to comply with the reservation policy. 

 
Do other countries take such affirmative action in employment? 
Affirmative action is adopted in many countries in the context of race and gender. 

1. For example, in the US, although there is no statutory requirement for employers to have quotas, 
courts can order monetary damages and injunctive relief, including “such affirmative action as may be 
appropriate”, for victims of discrimination. 

2. The Employment Equity Act in Canada also protects minority groups, especially aboriginals from 
discrimination in federally regulated industries, even in the private sector. 

 
Concerns and challenges ahead: 

1. It poses challenges for industrial development and private investment in Haryana. 
2. It could also provide a shield to some firms indulging in unethical practices to retrench the existing 

workforce.  
3. Investors and businesses may start moving out of the state in search for best human resources. 
4. Against the spirit of the Constitution, which gives citizens of India the freedom to work anywhere in the 

country. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the law.  
2. Applicability.  
3. Exceptions.  
4. States with similar laws.  

 
  

Mains Link : Discuss the issues associated with the 
policy of reservation in private jobs.  
 
Link: 
https://m.economictimes.com/news/india/haryana
-to-implement-reservation-in-private-jobs-from-
may-1/amp_articleshow/81875466.cms. 

3. Harmonized System of Nomenclature Code:  
Context:  
It has been made mandatory for a GST taxpayer having a turnover of more than Rs 5 crore in the preceding 
financial year, to furnish 6 digits HSN Code (Harmonized System of Nomenclature Code). This comes into effect 
from April 1.  
 
What does the HS code mean?- Harmonised System, or simply ‘HS’:  
It is a six-digit identification code. Of the six digits, the first two denote the HS Chapter, the next two give the 
HS heading, and the last two give the HS subheading.  

● Developed by the World Customs Organization (WCO). 
● Called the “universal economic language” for goods. 
● It is a multipurpose international product nomenclature. 
● The system currently comprises of around 5,000 commodity groups. 

 
Need for and significance:  
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● Over 200 countries use the system as a basis for their customs tariffs, gathering international trade 
statistics, making trade policies, and for monitoring goods.  

● The system helps in harmonising of customs and trade procedures, thus reducing costs in international 
trade.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About HSN Code.  
2. Features.  
3. Applicability.  

4. Significance.  
 
Mains Link:  
What does the HS code mean? Discuss its 
significance.  

 

4. G-SAP: Securities acquisition plan for market boost:  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has put in place a secondary market Government Security Acquisition 
Programme (G-SAP) 1.0 for orderly evolution of the yield curve in FY22.  

● Under the programme, the central bank will purchase government bonds of worth Rs 1 trillion (or one 
lakh crores of rupees).  

 
Significance:  

● The GSAP 1.0 will provide more comfort to the bond market. As the borrowing of the Government 
increased this year, RBI has to ensure there is no disruption in the Indian market.  

● The programme will help to reduce the spread between repo rate and the ten-year government bond 
yield.  

● The G-SAP will almost serve the purpose of an OMO calendar, which had been on the bond market’s 
wish list for a long time.  

 
What is OMO? 
Open market operations is the sale and purchase of government securities and treasury bills by RBI or the 
central bank of the country. 
The objective of OMO is to regulate the money supply in the economy. 

● It is one of the quantitative monetary policy tools. 
 
How is it done? 
RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public. 
 
OMOs vs liquidity: 

● When the central bank wants to infuse liquidity into the monetary system, it will buy government 
securities in the open market. This way it provides commercial banks with liquidity. 

● In contrast, when it sells securities, it curbs liquidity. Thus, the central bank indirectly controls the 
money supply and influences short-term interest rates. 

 
RBI employs two kinds of OMOs: 
Outright Purchase (PEMO) – this is permanent and involves the outright selling or buying of government 
securities. 
Repurchase Agreement (REPO) – this is short-term and are subject to repurchase. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Monetary vs Fiscal policy tools. 
2. Quantitative vs Qualitative tools. 
3. What are OMOs? 

4. PEMO vs REPO. 
 
Mains Link: 
What are OMOs? Discuss their significance.  

 

5. Ways and Means credit:  
Context:  
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to continue with the existing interim Ways and Means Advances 
(WMA) scheme limit of ₹51,560 crore for all States/ UTs shall for six months i.e., up to September 30, given the 
prevalence of COVID-19.  
 
Significance of this move:  
The increased limit comes at a time when government expenditure is expected to rise as it battles the fallout of 
a spreading Coronavirus. The availability of these funds will government some room to undertake short term 
expenditure over and above its long term market borrowings.  
 
What are Ways and Means Advances?  

● They are temporary loan facilities provided by RBI to the government to enable it to meet temporary 
mismatches between revenue and expenditure.  

● The government makes an interest payment to the central bank when it borrows money.  
● The rate of interest is the same as the repo rate, while the tenure is three months.  
● The limits for WMA are mutually decided by the RBI and the Government of India.  
● States are allowed an overdraft facility (to borrow in excess of WMA limit) of 21 days.  

 
Background:  
The WMA scheme for the Central Government was introduced on April 1, 1997, after putting an end to the 
four-decade old system of adhoc (temporary) Treasury Bills to finance the Central Government deficit.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are ways and means advances?  
2. Types.  
3. Limits.  
4. Interest rate.  
5. Who can avail?  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of ways a 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GLV8H0L1F.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

1. Stand Up India Scheme:  
Performance of the scheme:  
Five years ago the Stand Up India scheme was launched by the government to promote entrepreneurship 
among women, Scheduled Castes (SC) & Scheduled Tribes (ST). So far:  

● Banks have sanctioned more than ₹25,000 crore to over 1.14 lakh accounts.  
● Women-led enterprises have dominated the sanctions so far under the scheme, which has now been 

extended till 2025.  
 
About the Stand Up India Scheme:  

● Stand Up India Scheme was launched on 5 April 2016 to promote entrepreneurship at the grass-root 
level of economic empowerment and job creation.  

● This scheme seeks to leverage the institutional credit structure to reach out to the underserved sector 
of people such as SCs, STs and Women Entrepreneurs.  

● The objective of this scheme is to facilitate bank loans between Rs.10 lakh and Rs.1 crore to at least 
one SC or ST borrower and at least one woman borrower per bank branch for setting up a Greenfield 
enterprise.  

● The offices of SIDBI and NABARD shall be designated Stand-Up Connect Centres (SUCC).  
 
Eligibility under Stand Up India Scheme:  

1. SC/ST and/or women entrepreneurs; above 18 years of age.  
2. Loans under the scheme are available for only Greenfield project.  
3. Borrower should not be in default to any bank or financial institution.  
4. In case of non-individual enterprises at least 51% of the shareholding and controlling stake should be 

held by either an SC/ST or Woman entrepreneur.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Benefits.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the scheme.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G6F8ES7MF.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. RBI gets applications for 'on tap’ licences:  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India has received four applications each for on-tap universal private bank licences and 
small finance bank licences.  

● This is part of the RBI’s guidelines for such licences released in August 2016 and December 2019 
respectively. 

 
Who can apply?  
According to the guidelines released by the central bank in August 2016:  
Eligible entities seeking universal bank licences must be:  

1. Individuals/entities with at least 10 years of experience in banking and finance at a senior level or 
private companies or groups with at least 10 years of successful track record.  

2. Groups or companies applying for such licences must have assets of Rs 5,000 crore or above and the 
non-financial businesses don’t account for 40% or more of these assets.  

 
To be eligible to apply for a small finance bank licence:  

1. Individuals must have at least 10 years of experience in the banking and finance sector at senior levels.  
2. Groups, companies, existing payments banks, non-banking finance companies, microfinance 

companies, local area banks and cooperative banks applying for these licenses must have at least five 
years of successful track record.  

 
Background:  
In April 2014, the RBI had given in-principle approval to Bandhan Bank Ltd. and IDFC Bank to start universal 
banking operations. IDFC Bank has since merged with Capital First Ltd. to form IDFC First Bank.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is on tap licensing?  
2. Eligibility for universal bank licence.  
3. Eligibility for a small finance bank licence.  

4. What is universal banking?  
5. What are NBFCs?   

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G138G2UTO.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Father of banking reforms': Ex-RBI governor M Narasimham passes away 
at 94:  

Who was M Narasimham?  
Narasimham was known for being the chair of two high-powered committees on banking and financial sector 
reforms.  

● Such is the importance of the two Narasimham Committees that some of their aspects are referred to 
and employed to this date. For instance, the idea of bank mergers and creating strong megabanks was 
first mooted by the Narasimham Committee.  

 
First Narasimham Committee Report:  
Presented in 1991.  

● It recommended the creation of a four-tier banking structure with three large banks on top.  
● It also introduced the concept of rural-focused banks such as local area banks.  
● It proposed a phased reduction in banks’ mandatory bond investment and cash reserve limits so that 

banks lend money for other productive needs of the economy.  
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● It introduced the concept of capital adequacy ratio and proposed the abolition of the branch licensing 
policy.  

● The concepts of non-performing assets classification and full disclosure of accounts were also 
recommended by the first committee.  

● By proposing to deregulate interest rates, it brought in greater competition among banks.  
● The committee introduced the concept of an asset reconstruction fund to take over bad debts.  

 
Narasimham Committee Report II – 1998:  
In 1998 the government appointed yet another committee under the chairmanship of Mr Narsimham. It is 
better known as the Banking Sector Committee. It was told to review the banking reform progress and design a 
programme for further strengthening the financial system of India. The committee focused on various areas 
such as capital adequacy, bank mergers, bank legislation, etc.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link and Mains Link:  
Key recommendations by Narasimham headed committees.  

 
Topics: Government Budgeting. 

1. India’s public debt level among highest in emerging economies:  
Context:  
As per Moody’s Investors Service, India’s public debt level is among the highest in emerging economies with a 
quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest.  
 
What is Public Debt? 
Public debt is the total amount borrowed by the government of a country.  
In the Indian context, public debt includes the total liabilities of the Union government that have to be paid 
from the Consolidated Fund of India. It excludes liabilities contracted against Public Account.  
 
Sources of Public Debt:  

1. Dated government securities or G-secs  
2. Treasury Bills or T-bills  
3. External Assistance  
4. Short term borrowings  

 
Public Debt definition by Union Government  
The Union government describes those of its liabilities as public debt, which are contracted against the 
Consolidated Fund of India. This is as per Article 292 of the Constitution. 
 
Types:  
It is further classified into internal & external debt.  
Internal debt is categorised into marketable and non-marketable securities.  

● Marketable government securities include G-secs and T-Bills issued through auction.  
● Non-marketable securities include intermediate treasury bills issued to state governments, special 

securities issued to national Small Savings Fund among others.  
 
What is Debt-to-GDP ratio?  
The debt-to-GDP ratio indicates how likely the country can pay off its debt. Investors often look at the debt-to-
GDP metric to assess the government's ability of finance its debt. Higher debt-to-GDP ratios have fuelled 
economic crises worldwide.  
 
Is there an acceptable level of debt-to-GDP?  
The NK Singh Committee on FRBM had envisaged a debt-to-GDP ratio of 40 per cent for the central 
government and 20 per cent for states aiming for a total of 60 per cent general government debt-to-GDP.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are G-Secs? 
2. What are T-Bills? 
3. What is ways and means advance? 
4. What is FRBM Act?  
5. About Consolidated fund of India.  
6. About Article 292 of the Constitution.  

 
Mains Link:  
How does increased government borrowing affect 
govt finances? Discuss. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCT8FUNU6.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce 
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

1. Govt. mulling ways to boost yield from poppy:  
Context:  
The Union government has decided to rope in the private sector to commence production of concentrated 
poppy straw from India’s opium crop to boost the yield of alkaloids.  

● Alkaloids are used for medical purposes and exported to several countries.  
 
Cultivation of opium:  
Only a few countries are permitted to cultivate the opium poppy crop for export and extraction of alkaloids.  
India currently only extracts alkaloids from opium gum at facilities controlled by the Revenue Department in 
the Finance Ministry. This entails farmers extracting gum by manually lancing the opium pods and selling the 
gum to government factories.  
 
Background:  
India’s opium crop acreage has been steadily declining over the years and using the CPS extraction method is 
expected to help cut the occasional dependence on imports of products like codeine (extracted from opium) 
for medicinal uses.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GGT8F6HI3.1&imageview=0.  
 

2. Mettur-Sarabanga lift irrigation project:  
Context:  
National Green Tribunal has allowed the Tamil Nadu government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga lift 
irrigation project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.  
 
What's the issue?  

● The application claimed that prior environmental clearance was not obtained before work for the 
project commenced.  

● It also alleged irregularity in the construction of the project and said the project was envisaged in total 
disregard of riparian rights of the delta farmers.  

● Also, since the project involved the interests of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala, clearance from the 
Central government was required.  

 
What has the NGT said?  

● The proposed irrigation area under the project was 4,238 acres of land, which was less than 2,000 
hectares and as per the amended 2018 EIA Notification, the project fell under the category of minor 
irrigation systems that are expressly exempted from the requirement of environmental clearance.  

● Besides, the water received from Karnataka was only being regulated and that water from the Mettur 
dam was not being shared by any two States and was being utilised only for the benefit of Tamil Nadu. 
Hence, there was no necessity for obtaining permission from any other authorities.  

 
About the Project:  

● Being implemented by Tamil Nadu Government.  
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● The project is aimed at irrigating 4,200 acres of land in Edappadi, Omalur, Sankagiri and Mettur taluks, 
diverting surplus water from Mettur reservoir through 100 tanks, lakes and ponds.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GCT8FV00Q.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. SWAMITVA scheme:  
Context:  
The scheme has been extended to all states. Earlier, it was launched only for 9 states.  
 
Overview and key features of the ‘Swamitva Yojana’:  
Launched on Panchayati Raj Diwas (April 24th, 2020).  

● The scheme seeks to map residential land ownership in the rural sector using modern technology like 
the use of drones.  

● The scheme aims to revolutionise property record maintenance in India.  
● The scheme is piloted by the Panchayati Raj ministry.  
● Under the scheme, residential land in villages will be measured using drones to create a non-disputable 

record.  
● Property card for every property in the village will be prepared by states using accurate 

measurements delivered by drone-mapping. These cards will be given to property owners and will be 
recognised by the land revenue records department.  

 
Benefits of the scheme:  

● The delivery of property rights through an official document will enable villagers to access bank finance 
using their property as collateral.  

● The property records for a village will also be maintained at the Panchayat level, allowing for the 
collection of associated taxes from the owners. The money generated from these local taxes will be 
used to build rural infrastructure and facilities.  

● Freeing the residential properties including land of title disputes and the creation of an official record is 
likely to result in appreciation in the market value of the properties.  

● The accurate property records can be used for facilitating tax collection, new building and structure 
plan, issuing of permits and for thwarting attempts at property grabbing.  

 
Need for and significance of the scheme:  
The need for this Yojana was felt since several villagers in the rural areas don’t have papers proving ownership 
of their land. In most states, survey and measurement of the populated areas in the villages has not been done 
for the purpose of attestation/verification of properties. The new scheme is likely to become a tool for 
empowerment and entitlement, reducing social strife on account of discord over properties. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When and why is Panchayati Raj Diwas is 
celebrated?  

2. As per the scheme, who issues property 
cards?  

3. Various benefits under the scheme.  
4. Nodal Ministry to implement the scheme.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the need for and significance of the 
scheme.  

 

4. ‘Large Area Certification’ scheme:  
Context:  
14,491 ha area of UT of A&N Islands has become the first large contiguous territory to be conferred with 
organic certification under ‘Large Area Certification’ scheme.  
 
About the ‘Large Area Certification’ scheme:  

● Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare under its flagship scheme of Paramparagat Krishi 
Vikas Yojna (PKVY) has launched this unique quick certification programme to harness these potential 
areas.  
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● Under LAC, each village in the area is considered as one cluster/group.  
● All farmers with their farmland and livestock need to adhere to the standard requirements and on 

being verified get certified en-mass without the need to go under conversion period.  
● Certification is renewed on annual basis through annual verification by a process of peer appraisals as 

per the process of PGS-India.  
 
Benefits of LAC:  

1. As per the established norm of organic production systems, the areas having chemical input usage 
history are required to undergo a transition period of minimum 2-3 years to qualify as organic.  

2. During this period, farmers need to adopt standard organic agriculture practices and keep their farms 
under the certification process.  

3. On successful completion, such farms can be certified as organic after 2-3 years. The certification 
process also requires elaborate documentation and time to time verification by the certification 
authorities.  

4. Whereas under LAC requirements are simple and the area can be certified almost immediately.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims and Mains Links:  
Key features and significance of the scheme.  

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

1. Panel submits report on farm laws to SC:  
Context:  
A Supreme Court-appointed panel has submitted its report on the three agricultural reform laws in a closed 
cover. The report will be revealed during the next hearing of the case.  
 
Background:  
The three laws which were passed by Parliament in September and are being opposed by farmers’ unions are:  

1. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act.  
2. The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act.  
3. The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act. 

On January 12, the Supreme Court suspended the implementation of the three laws and appointed a four-
member committee of experts “to listen to the grievances of the farmers on the farm laws and the views of the 
government and make recommendations”. 
 
What's the issue? 
The laws aim to deregulate India’s enormous agriculture sector.  

● The government says these laws will “liberate” farmers from the tyranny of middlemen.  
● But many farmers fear that they stand to lose more than they could gain from the new regulations 

and that the main beneficiaries will be agricultural corporations with gargantuan financial firepower.  
 
So what do these new farm laws do? 

1. They make it easier for farmers to bypass government-regulated markets (known locally as mandis) 
and sell produce directly to private buyers.  

2. They can now enter into contracts with private companies, a practice known in India as contract 
farming, and sell across state borders.  

3. The new regulations also allow traders to stockpile food. This is a shift away from prohibitions against 
hoarding, which could make it easier for traders to take advantage of rising prices, such as during a 
pandemic. Such practices were criminal offences under the old rules.  

 
Concerns of farmers:  
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More than 86 percent of India’s cultivated farmland is controlled by smallholder farmers who own less than 
two hectares (five acres) of land each.  

● The new rules remove many of their safeguards. Small farmers fear that they just do not have enough 
bargaining power to get the kinds of prices they need for a decent standard of living when they 
negotiate to sell their produce to larger companies.  

● The new laws also do not make written contracts mandatory. So in the case of any violation of their 
terms, it can be very hard for a farmer to prove that he or she has been aggrieved, giving them little 
recourse.  

● The new rules do not guarantee any minimum price for any product, and farmers worry that the 
existing MSP will be abolished at some point.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are APMCs? How they are regulated?  
2. Overview of Model Contract farming act.  
3. The price range fluctuation allowed in the 

Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 
2020.  

4. Stock limit regulation under the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020 will 
not be applicable for?  

5. Other key Provisions of the bills.  
 
Mains Link:  
Do you think the reforms proposed for agricultural 
sector under the realm of Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyaan ensure better price realization for 
farmers? Elucidate.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G6J8EDVMR.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Food sector incentive gets Cabinet nod:  
Context:  
The Union Cabinet has approved a production-linked incentive scheme for the food processing industry with 
an outlay of ₹10,900 crore.  
 
Objectives of the scheme:  

1. Support creation of global food manufacturing champions.  
2. Strengthen select Indian brand of food products for global visibility and wider acceptance in the 

international markets.  
3. Increase employment opportunities of off-farm jobs.  
4. Ensure remunerative prices of farm produce and higher income to farmers.  

 
Applicability:  

● The scheme would cover ready-to-cook and ready-to-eat foods, processed fruits and vegetables, 
marine products and mozzarella cheese, organic products, free-range eggs, poultry meat and egg 
products.  

● The applicants selected for the scheme would be required to invest in plant and machinery in the first 
two years.  

 
Background:  
In all, 13 PLI schemes are being rolled out, including those for automobiles, pharmaceuticals, IT hardware 
including laptops, mobile phones & telecom equipment, white goods, chemical cells and textiles.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Production linked incentive scheme- when 
was it announced? 

2. Incentives under the scheme is available 
to? 

3. What kind of investments will be 
considered? 

4. Duration of the scheme. 

5. Who will implement it? 
 
Mains Link:  
What is the production linked incentive scheme for 
electronics manufacturers? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G6J8EDVMF.1&imageview=0.  
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3. UN Food Systems Summit 2021:  
Context: 
India Holds National Dialogue on UN Food Systems Summit 2021.  
 
What is the Food Systems Summit? 

● The United Nations Secretary General has called for the first ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held 
in September 2021.  

● It seeks to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realize the 
vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

● The Summit will focus on levers and pathways to shape food systems nationally and globally to 
accelerate progress in the SDGs.  

 
Why food systems? 
The term “food system” refers to the constellation of 
activities involved in producing, processing, transporting 
and consuming food.  

● Food systems touch every aspect of human 
existence. 

● The health of our food systems profoundly 
affects the health of our bodies, as well as the health of our environment, our economies and our 
cultures. 

● When they function well, food systems have the power to bring us together as families, communities 
and nations.  

 
Need for: 
Various challenges in food and related systems have further added to the need for reorienting our actions and 
strategies beyond specific cropping or farming systems to entire Agri-food systems covering production, 
distribution and consumption.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. SDGs vs MDGs- similarities, differences and 
time period. 

2. Adoption and administration of these 
goals. 

3. United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment vs Earth Summit.  

4. About the Food Systems Summit.  
 
Mains Link:  
Enumerate the principal goals and targets of 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

4. Agriculture Infrastructure Fund:  
Context:  
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund has crossed the Rs. 8000 crore mark after receiving 8,665 applications worth Rs. 
8,216 crores.  

● The largest share of the pie is contributed by Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) (58%), agri-
entrepreneurs (24%) and individual farmers (13%).  

 
About the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund:  

● It is a medium - long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects for post-harvest 
management infrastructure and community farming assets through interest subvention and credit 
guarantee.  

● The duration of the scheme is from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years).  
● Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as loans with 

interest subvention of 3% per annum and credit guarantee coverage under CGTMSE for loans up to Rs. 
2 Crores. 
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Eligible beneficiaries include:  
Farmers, FPOs, PACS, Marketing Cooperative Societies, SHGs, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose 
Cooperative Societies, Agri-entrepreneurs, Start-ups, and Central/State agency or Local Body sponsored Public-
Private Partnership Projects.  
 
Interest subvention:  
All loans under this financing facility will have interest subvention of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 2 crore. 
This subvention will be available for a maximum period of seven years.  
 
Credit guarantee:  

● Credit guarantee coverage will be available for eligible borrowers from this financing facility under 
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme for a loan up to Rs. 2 
crore.  

● The fee for this coverage will be paid by the Government.  
● In case of FPOs the credit guarantee may be availed from the facility created under FPO promotion 

scheme of Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare (DACFW).  
 
Management of the fund:  

● It will be managed and monitored through an online Management Information System (MIS) platform.  
● The National, State and District level Monitoring Committees will be set up to ensure real-time 

monitoring and effective feed-back.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Fund.  
2. What are FPOs?  
3. What are Cooperatives? Constitutional 

provisions.  

4. About CGTMSE.  
5. Central sector vs Centrally sponsored 

schemes.  
6. Core vs core of core schemes.  

 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology. 

1. Baikal-GVD (Gigaton Volume Detector):  
Context:  
Russian scientists recently launched one of the world’s biggest underwater neutrino telescopes called the 
Baikal-GVD (Gigaton Volume Detector) in the waters of Lake Baikail, the world’s deepest lake situated in 
Siberia.  
 
About Baikal- GVD:  

● It is one of the three largest neutrino detectors in the world along with the IceCube at the South Pole 
and ANTARES in the Mediterranean Sea.  

● It seeks to study in detail the elusive fundamental particles called neutrinos and to possibly 
determine their sources.  

 
What are neutrinos?  
Neutrinos, first proposed by Swiss scientist Wolfgang Pauli in 1930, are the second most widely occurring 
particle in the universe, only second to photons, the particle which makes up light. In fact, neutrinos are so 
abundant among us that every second, there are more than 100 trillion of them passing right through each of 
us — we never even notice them.  
 
Need for studying:  
Studying this will aid scientists’ understanding of the origins of the universe since some neutrinos were formed 
during the Big Bang, others continue to be formed as a result of supernova explosions or because of nuclear 
reactions in the Sun.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are neutrinos?  
2. Properties.  
3. What are neutrino observatories? Where 

are they located?  
 
  

Mains Link : Critically examine the uses of 
understanding of neutrinos, and significance of its 
research for India.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-is-a-telescope-doing-inside-the-
worlds-deepest-lake-7254805/lite/.  
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2. Convalescent plasma:  
Context:  
Demand for convalescent plasma has grown steadily over the past one week in Gurugram with sudden spike in 
COVID-19 cases.  

● However, there remains a mismatch between the supply and the demand, especially with people 
unwilling to come forward to donate the plasma.  

 
Challenges:  
It is now difficult to find a donor because those vaccinated were 
not eligible to donate and the mismatch between supply and the 
demand has further widened.  
 
What is plasma therapy?  
Plasma is the liquid part of the blood. Convalescent plasma, 
extracted from the blood of patients recovering from an infection, 
is a source of antibodies against the infection.  
The therapy involves using their plasma to help others recover.  

● For Covid-19, this has been one of the treatment options. 
The donor would have to be a documented case of Covid-
19 and healthy for 28 days since the last symptoms. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Differences between vaccination and 
plasma therapy? 

2. What is passive immunisation? 
3. What are antibodies and antigens? 
4. Differences between blood donation and 

plasma donation.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of convalescent plasma 
therapy.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G9N8F2IHQ.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Device to diagnose dengue within an hour:  
Context:  
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi have developed a handheld Surface Enhanced Raman 
Spectroscopy (SERS)-based platform for early diagnosis of dengue and also gives dengue test results within one 
hour (rapid diagnosis).  

● The research work was funded by IMPRINT India programme of the Ministry of Education.  
 
Need for early diagnosis:  
Early diagnosis of dengue is the key to prevent deterioration of a patient’s health. However, conventional 
diagnostic tools like nucleic acid detection using Reverse Transcriptase 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) is a time-taking process and it also 
requires expensive equipment and reagents for the diagnosis of dengue.  
 
What is SERS?  
It is a surface-sensitive technique that enhances Raman scattering by 
molecules adsorbed on rough metal surfaces or by nanostructures such 
as plasmonic-magnetic silica nanotubes.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CV Raman and his key contributions.  
2. What is Raman effect?  
3. What is SERS?  

4. Difference between Rayleigh scattering and 
Raman scattering.  

5. What is Raman Spectroscopy?  
6. About IMPRINT India Programme.  

 
Mains Link: Write a note on Raman Spectroscopy.  
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G7L8F6A2M.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. Iran says it has started enriching uranium to 60%:  
Context:  
Iran has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity — the closest the country has ever come to 
the level needed for a weapon — in response to the sabotage of an Iranian nuclear site last weekend linked to 
Israel.  
 
What is the goal of 
uranium enrichment?  
Uranium contains a rare 
radioactive isotope, called 
U-235, that can be used 
to power nuclear reactors 
at low enrichment levels 
and to fuel nuclear bombs 
at much higher levels.  

● The goal of 
uranium 
enrichment is to 
raise the 
percentage levels 
of U-235, which is 
often done 
through the use 
of centrifuges — 
machines that 
spin a form of 
unrefined 
uranium at high 
speeds.  

 
How much enriched uranium does Iran now possess?  
According to the International Atomic Energy Agency, the nuclear-monitoring arm of the United Nations, Iran 
as of February had amassed 2,967.8 kilograms of uranium — 
roughly 14 times the limit under the nuclear accord and 
theoretically enough to power about three atomic bombs if 
refined to weapons grade. The stockpile includes 17.6 
kilograms enriched to 20 percent — also forbidden under the 
accord until the year 2030.  
 
Why does Iran have more enriched uranium now?  
After President Donald J. Trump repudiated the Iran deal in 
2018, reimposed economic sanctions on Iran and added other 
penalties, Iran undertook a graduated series of steps away 
from compliance with the deal to retaliate — increasing its 
3.67 percent uranium supply, adding centrifuges, raising 
uranium purity in some of the supply to 20 percent and 
restricting international inspectors’ access to some nuclear 
sites. All the while, the country said these were easily reversible actions.  
 
What's the concern now?  
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What makes the 60 percent enrichment level particularly threatening is that the tricky process of enrichment 
becomes far easier and requires fewer centrifuges as it moves into the higher purities. In other words, getting 
to 90 percent purity is much easier starting from 20 percent, and easier still starting from 60 percent.  
 
InstaLinks:.  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. Members of IAEA. 
5. Programs of IAEA. 
6. Board of Governors- composition, voting 

and functions. 

7. What is Uranium Enrichment?  
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on JCPOA. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCM8G6M2T.1&imageview=0. 

 

5. ‘Whitest ever’ paint that can reflect 99 per cent of sunlight:  
Context:  
US engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet.  
 
How was it created?  
The ultra-white paint is made up of barium sulphate, which 
makes it more white.  

● The paint can keep surfaces 19 degrees Fahrenheit 
cooler than their ambient surroundings at night. It can 
also cool surfaces 8 degrees Fahrenheit below their 
surroundings under strong sunlight during noon hours.  

● This paint may be the closest equivalent to the 
blackest black paint called “Vantablack” that is able to 
absorb up to 99.9 per cent of visible light.  

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/white-paint-research-sunlight-weather-7276431/lite/.  
 

Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. Nasa’s InSight lander:  
Context:  
Nasa’s InSight lander has recorded over 500 quakes to date on Mars since its touch down on the Red Planet in 
November 2018.  

● The two recent quakes of magnitude 3.3 and 3.1 originated in a region called Cerberus Fossae.  
● These findings support the idea that the 

planet is seismically active.  
 
About InSight Mission:  

● InSight is part of NASA’s Discovery 
Program.  

● It will be the first mission to peer deep 
beneath the Martian surface, studying 
the planet’s interior by measuring its 
heat output and listening for 
marsquakes, which are seismic events 
similar to earthquakes on Earth. 

● It will use the seismic waves generated 
by marsquakes to develop a map of the 
planet’s deep interior. 

 
Significance of the mission:  
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● The findings of Mars’ formation will help better understand how other rocky planets, including Earth, 
were and are created.  

● InSight would delve deep beneath the surface of Mars, detecting the fingerprints of the processes of 
terrestrial planet formation, as well as measuring the planet’s “vital signs”: Its “pulse” (seismology), 
“temperature” (heat flow probe), and “reflexes” (precision tracking).  

InSight seeks to answer one of science’s most fundamental questions: How did the terrestrial planets form? 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Mission.  
2. Objectives.  

3. Missions to Mars. 
4. Perseverance- objectives. 
5. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 

Tianwen-1 spacecraft. 
 

2. Ingenuity Helicopter:  
Context:  
NASA's Ingenuity mini-helicopter has been dropped on the surface of Mars in preparation for its first flight.  

● The helicopter had been fixed to the belly of the Perseverance rover, which touched down on the Red 
Planet on February 18.  

 
Challenges on martian surface for Ingenuity:  

● Ingenuity will be attempting to fly in an atmosphere that is one percent the density of Earth's, which 
makes achieving lift harder -- but will be assisted by gravity that is one-third of our planet's.  

● It will now have to use its own battery to run a vital heater to protect its unshielded electrical 
components from freezing and cracking during the bitter Martian night.  

 
About Ingenuity Mars Helicopter:  
Part of NASA's Mars 2020 mission, the small coaxial, drone rotorcraft will serve as a technology demonstrator 
for the potential use of flying probes on other worlds, with the potential to scout locations of interest and 
support the future planning of driving routes for Mars rovers.  
 
More About Perseverance:  
Launched on July of 2020.  

● A key objective for Perseverance’s mission on Mars is astrobiology, including the search for signs of 
ancient microbial life.  

● The rover will characterize the planet’s geology and past climate, pave the way for human exploration 
of the Red Planet, and be the first mission to collect and cache Martian rock and regolith (broken rock 
and dust).  

● Perseverance is fueled by electrical power by using heat of plutonium’s radioactive decay.  
● Perseverance will carry a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the 

first time will manufacture molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-
rich atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet human 
needs or requirements of the spacecraft).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Missions to Mars.  
2. Perseverance- objectives.  

3. Instruments onboard.  
4. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 

Tianwen-1 spacecraft.  
5. Pathfinder mission.  

 

3. Space debris:  
Context:  
Aiming to develop a method to predict collision from space debris, Indraprastha Institute of Information 
Technology (IIIT), Delhi, has received research funding from the National Super Computing Mission (NSM), 
implemented by the department of science and technology (DST).  

● The project titled ‘Orbit computation of Resident Space Objects for Space Situational Awareness’ has 
to be completed in two years.  
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What is Space Debris?  
Space debris poses a global threat to the continued use of space-based technologies that support critical 
functions like communication, transport, weather and climate monitoring, remote sensing.  

● Predicting collision probability from these space objects is crucial from the national security 
perspective as well as for the protection of public and private space assets of Indian origin.  

 
Amount of space debris in space:  
The real amount of space debris is said to be between 500,000 and one million pieces as current sensor 
technology cannot detect smaller objects. They all travel at speeds of up to 17,500 mph (28,162 kmph) fast 
enough for a relatively small piece of orbital debris to damage a satellite or a spacecraft.  
 
Significance of the Project:  
Outcome of this project will directly support the Indian space sector, valued at $7 billion (Rs 51,334 crore) by 
providing an operationally flexible, scalable, transparent and indigenous collision probability solution.  
 
Netra:  
To safeguard its space assets from space debris, Isro had set up a dedicated Space Situational Awareness 
(SSA) Control Centre named “Netra” in Bengaluru last December.  

● Netra’s key objective is to monitor, track and protect the national space assets and function as a hub of 
all SSA activities.  

● Only the US, Russia and Europe have similar facilities in place to track space objects and share collision 
warnings.  

 

4. NASA Mars helicopter makes first flight on another planet:  
Context:  
NASA successfully flew its tiny helicopter Ingenuity on Mars on 19th April, the first 
powered flight on another planet.  

● Ingenuity’s goal is to demonstrate its technology works, and it won’t contribute 
to Perseverance’s science goals.  

 
About Perseverance:  

● Launched on July of 2020.  
● A key objective for Perseverance’s mission on Mars is astrobiology, including 

the search for signs of ancient microbial life.  
● The rover will characterize the planet’s geology and past climate, pave the way for human exploration 

of the Red Planet, and be the first mission to collect and cache Martian rock and regolith (broken rock 
and dust).  

● Perseverance is fueled by electrical power by using heat of plutonium’s radioactive decay.  
● Perseverance will carry a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the 

first time will manufacture molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-
rich atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet human 
needs or requirements of the spacecraft).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Missions to Mars.  
2. Perseverance- objectives.  
3. Instruments onboard.  

4. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 
Tianwen-1 spacecraft.  

5. Pathfinder mission.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCH8GH2BH.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Russia to launch its own space station in 2025:  
Context:  
Russia’s space agency is planning to launch its own orbital station in 2025.  
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Background:  
Russia is considering withdrawing from the International Space Station programme to go it alone.  

● Russia lost its monopoly for manned flights to the ISS last year after the first successful mission of U.S. 
company Space X.  

 
About the International Space Station:  
Launched in 1998 and involving Russia, the United States, Canada, Japan, and the European Space Agency, 
the ISS is one of the most ambitious international collaborations in human history.  

● ISS is a modular space station (habitable artificial satellite) in low Earth orbit.  
● The ISS serves as a microgravity and 

space environment research 
laboratory in which scientific 
experiments are conducted in 
astrobiology, astronomy, 
meteorology, physics, and other fields.  

● The ISS circles the Earth in roughly 93 
minutes, completing 15.5 orbits per 
day.  

● ISS is the ninth space station to be 
inhabited by crews, following the 
Soviet and later Russian Salyut, Almaz, 
and Mir stations as well as Skylab from 
the US.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About ISS.  
2. Countries involved.  
3. Objectives.  
4. Previous space stations.  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the International Space Station.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GN38GL9PK.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. NASA’s Perseverance mission has extracted oxygen on Mars:  
Context:  
A device aboard the rover was able to produce oxygen from the thin Martian atmosphere for the first time.  

● It promises hope for future crewed missions that can rely on this technology for astronauts to breathe 
and return to Earth.  

 
Composition of Martian Atmosphere:  
On Mars, carbon dioxide makes up ~96% of the gas in the planet’s atmosphere. Oxygen is only 0.13%, 
compared to 21% in Earth’s atmosphere.  
 
How did Perseverance produce oxygen on Mars?  
The Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization Experiment (MOXIE) produced 5 grams of oxygen from carbon 
dioxide in the Martian atmosphere, enough for an astronaut to breathe for 10 minutes.  

● Like a tree on Earth, MOXIE inhales carbon dioxide and exhales oxygen.  
● To produce oxygen, MOXIE separates oxygen atoms from carbon dioxide molecules. It does so by using 

heat at a temperature of around 800 degrees Celsius.  
● In the process, it also produces carbon monoxide as a waste product, which it releases in the Martian 

atmosphere.  
 
About MOXIE:  

● A technology demonstrator, MOXIE is designed to generate up to 10 grams of oxygen per hour, and is 
placed inside the Perseverance rover.  
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● It is the size of a car battery, weighing 37.7 pounds (17.1 kg) on Earth, but just 14.14 pounds (6.41 kg) 
on Mars.  

● Over the next two years, MOXIE is expected to extract oxygen nine more times.  
 
Why is producing oxygen on the Red Planet so important?  
Oxygen supply on Mars is essential for crewed missions to Mars– not just for astronauts to breathe but for 
rockets to use as fuel while coming back to Earth.  

● As per NASA, for four astronauts to take off from Mars, a future mission would require around 7 metric 
tons of rocket fuel and 25 metric tons of oxygen– around the weight of an entire space shuttle.  

● In contrast, astronauts living and working on Mars would require far less oxygen to breathe, maybe 
around one metric ton.  

● Thus, it will be an enormous challenge to haul the 25 metric tons of oxygen from Earth to Mars for the 
return journey, and that their job would become significantly easier if the liquified oxygen can be 
produced on the Red Planet.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Missions to Mars.  
2. Perseverance- objectives.  
3. Instruments onboard.  
4. About MOXIE.  

5. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 
Tianwen-1 spacecraft.  

6. Pathfinder mission.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-nasas-perseverance-mission-extracted-
oxygen-mars-why-big-deal-7284595/lite/.  

 

7. Crew-2 mission:  
Context:  
Four astronauts were launched to the International Space Station (ISS) from Florida as part of a collaboration 
between NASA and SpaceX under the Commercial Crew Program.  

● The mission is called Crew-2 and is the second crew rotation of the SpaceX Crew Dragon and the first 
with international partners.  

 
What will Crew-2 do at the ISS?  

● Members of the mission conduct microgravity studies, investigate food physiology meant to study the 
effects of dietary improvements on immune function and the gut microbiome and how those 
improvements can help crews adapt to spaceflight.  

● Their central focus during this time will be to continue a series of Tissue Chips in Space studies. Tissue 
Chips are small models of human organs that contain multiple cell types that behave similarly to the 
human body. According to NASA, these chips can potentially speed up the process of identifying safe 
and effective drugs and vaccines.  

 
What is the Commercial Crew Program?  

● The main objective of this program is to make access to space easier in terms of its cost, so that cargo 
and crew can be easily transported to and from the ISS, enabling greater scientific research.  

● Through this program, NASA plans to lower its costs by sharing them with commercial partners such as 
Boeing and SpaceX, and also give the companies incentive to design and build the Commercial Orbital 
Transportation Services (COTS).  

 
Background:  
Boeing and SpaceX were selected by NASA in September 2014 to develop transportation systems meant to 
transfer crew from the US to the ISS.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NASA’s Commercial crew program- 
participants.  

2. Space shuttle program.  
3. Demo 1 vs 2 missions.  
4. What is ISS?  
5. Space stations so far.  
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Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-the-significance-of-the-crew-2-mission-launched-
today-7286184/lite/.  
 

8. Zhurong:  
Context:  
China’s first Mars rover will be named Zhurong after a traditional fire god.  

● The rover is aboard the Tianwen-1 probe that arrived in Mars orbit on February 24 and is due to land in 
May to look for evidence of life.  

 
Significance of the mission:  
China in 2019 became the first country to land a space probe on the little-explored far side of the moon and 
in December returned lunar rocks to Earth for the first time since the 1970s.  
China would become the third country after the former Soviet Union and the United States to put a robot 
rover on Mars.  
 
About Tianwen-1: 

● China’s first Mars probe is called Tianwen-1 (formerly Huoxing 1). 
● The spacecraft consists of an orbiter, a lander and a rover. 
● Launched in 2020 on a Long March 5 rocket from Xichang, China. 
● Landing site: Somewhere in Utopia Planitia, a vast plain in Mars’ northern latitudes and the same place 

NASA’s Viking 2 mission landed in the 1970s.  
 
There are five core science objectives: 

1. Create a geological map of Mars. 
2. Explore the characteristics of the Martian soil and potentially locate water-ice deposits. 
3. Analyze the surface material composition. 
4. Investigate the Martian atmosphere and climate at the surface. 
5. Understand the electromagnetic and gravitational fields of the planet. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Objectives of the mission.  
2. Others Mars missions.  
3. India's Mars mission.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the mission.  
 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/chinas-first-mars-rover-named-
zhurong/article34406877.ece/amp/.  

 

9. Aditya-L1 Support Cell:  
Context:  
Aditya-L1 Support Cell is a community service centre that has been set up to bring all data on board India’s first 
dedicated solar space mission to a single web-based interface.  

● It is a joint effort of Indian Space Research Organisation and Aryabhatta Research Institute of 
Observational Sciences.  

● It will allow every interested individual to perform scientific analysis of the data.  
 
About Aditya- L1 mission:  

● It is India’s first solar mission. It will be launched using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) in XL 
configuration.  

● It will have seven payloads (instruments) on board.  
● It seeks to study the Sun’s corona, solar emissions, solar winds and flares, and Coronal Mass Ejections 

(CMEs), and will carry out round-the-clock imaging of the Sun.  
 
Significance of the mission:  
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The data from Aditya mission will be immensely helpful in discriminating between different models for the 
origin of solar storms and also for constraining how the storms evolve and what path they take through the 
interplanetary space from the Sun to the Earth.  
 
Position of the satellite:  
In order to get the best science from the sun, continuous viewing of the sun is preferred without any 
occultation/ eclipses and hence, Aditya- L1 satellite will be placed in the halo orbit around the Lagrangian point 
1 (L1) of the sun-earth system.  
 
Why do we study the sun and the solar wind?  

1. The sun is the only star we can study up close. By studying this star we live with, we learn more about 
stars throughout the universe.  

2. The sun is a source of light and heat for life on Earth. The more we know about it, the more we can 
understand how life on Earth developed.  

3. It is the source of the solar wind; a flow of ionized gases from the sun that streams past Earth at speeds 
of more than 500 km per second (a million miles per hour).  

4. Disturbances in the solar wind shake Earth’s magnetic field and pump energy into the radiation belts, 
part of a set of changes in near-Earth space known as space weather.  

5. Effects On satellites: Space weather can change the orbits of satellites, shorten their lifetimes, or 
interfere with onboard electronics. The more we learn about what causes space weather – and how to 
predict it – the more we can protect the satellites we depend on.  

6. Safety and preparedness: The solar wind dominates the space environment. As we send spacecraft 
and astronauts further and further from home, we must understand this space environment just as 
early seafarers needed to understand the ocean.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Mission.  
2. Objectives.  
3. What are Langrangian Points?  

4. What are solar winds?  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the mission.  

 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

1. Draft amendment to Forest Conservation Act:  
Context:  
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has proposed several amendments to the 
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (FCA).  
 
Draft amendments:  

● They propose to grant exemptions to railways, roads, tree plantations, oil exploration, wildlife tourism 
and ‘strategic’ projects in forests.  

● They seek to empower state governments to lease forest land to private individuals and corporations.  
● Amendments seek to complete the process of forest identification in a time-bound manner.  
● They also propose to enable the creation of ‘no-go’ areas, where specific projects would not be 

allowed.  
 
What's the issue and concern?  
If the proposed amendments come into force, they would dilute the provisions of the landmark 1996 decision 
of the Supreme Court in Godavarman case (TN Godavarman Thirumulkpad vs Union Of India & Ors).  

● The case had started off as a petition to stop illegal felling of timber in the Nilgiri hills, but ended up 
expanding the coverage of the FCA.  

The proposed amendment purportedly seeks to reduce the scope of this judgment by limiting the applicability 
of the FCA to only such land that has been:  

1. Declared or notified as forest under the Indian Forest Act, 1927.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. Recorded as forest land in the government record prior to 25 October 1980, with the exception of such 
land if its use has been changed from forest to non-forest purpose prior to 12 December 1996.  

3. Identified as “forest” by a state government expert committee up to one year from the date of the 
amendment.  

 
About the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980:  

● The FCA is the principal legislation that regulates deforestation in the country.  
● It prohibits the felling of forests for any “non-forestry” use without prior clearance by the central 

government.  
● The clearance process includes seeking consent from local forest rights-holders and from wildlife 

authorities.  
● The Centre is empowered to reject such requests or allow it with legally binding conditions.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key Provisions of the FCA.  
2. Godavarman case is related to?  

 
 Mains Link : Write a note on the Forest 
(Conservation) Act, 1980.  

 
 
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/forest
s/draft-amendment-to-forest-conservation-act-
may-dilute-protection-to-forests-76145.  

 

2. Chilika was a part of the Bay of Bengal: Study:  
Context:  
The Chilika lake in Odisha, Asia’s largest brackish water lake, was once part of the Bay of Bengal, a study by 
the marine archaeology department of the National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa, has found.  
 
How it was formed?  

● The process of the formation of the Chilika might have begun in the later part of the Pleistocene 
epoch, around 20,000 years ago.  

● India’s peninsular river Mahanadi carried a heavy load of silt and dumped part of it at its delta.  
● As the sediment-laden river met the Bay of Bengal, sand bars were formed near its mouth.  
● These created a backflow of the sea water into the sluggish fresh water at the estuary, resulting in the 

huge brackish water lake.  
 
Historical evidences:  

● Greek geographer Claudius Ptolemy (150 CE) described Palur as an important port of Kalinga and 
referred to it as ‘Paloura’ (located near Chilika).  

● Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (7th century CE) recorded ‘Che-li-ta-lo-Ching’ as a flourishing port. This port 
was located at Chhatargarh on the banks of the Chilika.  

● The Brahmanda Purana (10th century CE approximately) says the Chilika was an important centre of 
trade and commerce, with ships sailing to Java, Malaya and Ceylon.  

● The famous Sanskrit poet Kalidas called the king of Kalinga ‘Madhodhipati’ or ‘Lord of the Ocean’.  
 
About Chilika:  

● Chilika is 64 kilometres long in the north-south direction and 13.5 km wide in the east-west direction.  
● The sea connected with the lake near Satapada through a shallow and narrow channel.  
● The connecting channel was obstructed by shoals, sand spits and sandbars, thus restricting the outflow 

of water and also checking the tidal flow into the lake.  
● Chilika is Asia's largest and world's second largest lagoon.  
● It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-continent and is home to a 

number of threatened species of plants and animals.  
● In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international importance under the 

Ramsar Convention.  
● Major attraction at Chilika is Irrawaddy dolphins which are often spotted off Satpada Island.  
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● The large Nalabana Island (Forest of Reeds) covering about 16 sq km in the lagoon area was declared a 
bird sanctuary in 1987.  

● Kalijai Temple - Located on an island in the Chilika Lake.  
 
Link: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/once-upon-a-time-the-chilika-was-a-part-of-the-bay-of-
bengal-study-76168.  
 

3. Odisha government proposes state’s second biosphere reserve at 
Mahendragiri:  

Context:  
The Odisha government has proposed a second biosphere reserve in the southern part of the state at 
Mahendragiri, a hill ecosystem having rich biodiversity.  

● The 5,569-square kilometre Similipal Biosphere Reserve is Odisha’s first such reserve and was notified 
May 20, 1996.  

 
About the proposed Mahendragiri Biosphere Reserve:  

● It is around 470,955 hectares and is spread over Gajapati and Ganjam districts in the Eastern Ghats.  
● The hill ecosystem acts as a transitional zone between the flora and fauna of southern India and the 

Himalayas, making the region an ecological estuary of genetic diversities.  
● Mahendragiri is inhabited by the Soura people, a particularly vulnerable tribal group as well as the 

Kandha tribe.  
 
What are biosphere reserves?  
Biosphere Reserve (BR) is an international designation by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) for representative parts of natural and cultural landscapes extending over large areas 
of terrestrial or coastal/marine ecosystems or a combination of both.  

● Biosphere Reserves tries to balance economic and social development and maintenance of associated 
cultural values along with the preservation of nature.  

● The concept of Biosphere Reserves was launched in 1971 as a, part of United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)’s ‘Man and Biosphere Programme’.  

 
Criteria for Designation of Biosphere Reserve:  

1. A site must contain a protected and 
minimally disturbed core area of value of 
nature conservation.  

2. Core area must be a bio-geographical 
unit and should be large enough to 
sustain a viable populations representing 
all trophic levels.  

3. The involvement of local communities 
and use of their knowledge in 
biodiversity preservation.  

4. Areas potential for preservation of 
traditional tribal or rural modes of living 
for harmonious use of the environment.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are biosphere reserves?  
2. Criteria.  
3. Protection.  
4. About UNESCO MAB Network.  

 
  

Mains Link : Write a note on UNESCO'S ‘Man and 
Biosphere Programme’.   
 
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlif
e-biodiversity/odisha-government-proposes-state-
s-second-biosphere-reserve-at-mahendragiri-
76198. 
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4. What is net-zero, and what are India’s objections? 
Context:  
In its bid to reclaim the global climate leadership, the US is widely expected to commit itself to a net-zero 
emission target for 2050 at the upcoming virtual Climate Leaders’ Summit convened by US President Joe 
Biden.  
 
Other countries committed to net- zero:  
Several other countries, including the UK and France, have already enacted laws promising to achieve a net-
zero emission scenario by the middle of the century. Even China has promised to go net-zero by 2060.  
The European Union is working a similar Europe-wide law, while many other countries including Canada, South 
Korea, Japan and Germany have expressed their intention to commit themselves to a net-zero future.  
 
What is net-zero?  
Net-zero, which is also referred to as carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a country would bring down its 
emissions to zero. Rather, net-zero is a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption 
and removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.  

● Absorption of the emissions can be increased by creating more carbon sinks such as forests, while 
removal of gases from the atmosphere requires futuristic technologies such as carbon capture and 
storage.  

 
A call for net-zero:  
A very active campaign has been going on for the last two years to get every country to sign on to a net-zero 
goal for 2050. It is being argued that global carbon neutrality by 2050 is the only way to achieve the Paris 
Agreement target of keeping the planet’s temperature from rising beyond 2°C compared to pre-industrial 
times.  

● The net-zero formulation does not assign any emission reduction targets on any country.  
 
Net-zero and the Paris agreement:  
The net-zero goal does not figure in the 2015 Paris Agreement, the new global architecture to fight climate 
change.  

● The Paris Agreement only requires every signatory to take the best climate action it can.  
● Countries need to set five- or ten-year climate targets for themselves, and demonstrably show they 

have achieved them.  
● The other requirement is that targets for every subsequent time-frame should be more ambitious than 

the previous one.  
 
What about India? What are its objections?  
India, the world’s third biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, after the US and China, is the only major player 
holding out.  
India is the only one opposing this target because it is likely to be the most impacted by it.  
Challenges unique to India:  

1. Over the next two to three decades, India’s emissions are likely to grow at the fastest pace in the 
world, as it presses for higher growth to pull hundreds of millions of people out of poverty.  

2. No amount of afforestation or reforestation would be able to compensate for the increased emissions.  
3. Most of the carbon removal technologies right now are either unreliable or very expensive.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Climate Leaders’ Summit.  
2. What is net-zero?  
3. Countries committed to net-zero.  

4. About Paris Agreement.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
hy-india-opposes-net-zero-7263422/lite/.  

 

5. Ken-Betwa project:  
Context:  
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Congress president Sonia Gandhi has written to Union environment minister Prakash Javadekar, asking him not 
to implement the Ken-Betwa river linking project.  

● It is because Panna Tiger reserve will be damaged by the river linking project. The state government's 
open estimate is that around 40 per cent of the area of the tiger reserve will be irretrievably damaged.  

 
Background:  
Union jal shakti minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat signed a tripartite agreement with the states of Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh on the occasion of World Water Day to start the work on India's first major river 
interlinking project that will connect the Ken and the Betwa Rivers.  

● The Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) was signed almost 18 years after the idea of the project was 
conceived owing to disagreement between the two states over sharing of water.  

 
About Ken- Betwa project:  
The project aims to transfer surplus 
water from the Ken river in MP to 
Betwa in UP to irrigate the drought-
prone Bundelkhand region spread 
across the districts of two states 
mainly Jhansi, Banda, Lalitpur and 
Mahoba districts of UP and 
Tikamgarh, Panna and Chhatarpur 
districts of MP. 
 
Key facts:  

● Ken and Betwa rivers originate 
in MP and are the tributaries of Yamuna.  

● Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur district of UP.  
● Rajghat, Paricha and Matatila dams are over Betwa river.  
● Ken River passes through Panna tiger reserve.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Project.  
2. Ken and Betwa- tributaries and basin 

states.  
3. About Panna Tiger Reserve. 
4. Biosphere Reserves in India. 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the project. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GFK8FEAAL.1&imageview=0.  

 

6. Dolphin boom in Odisha’s Chilika lake:  
Context:  
Odisha has released the final data on the dolphin census.  
 
Key findings:  

● The population of dolphins in Chilika, India’s largest brackish water lake, and along the Odisha coast 
has doubled this year compared with last year.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Three species were recorded during the 
census, with 544 Irrawaddy, bottle-nose 
and humpback dolphins sighted this 
year, compared with 233 last year.  

● The rise in the Irrawaddy dolphin 
population in Chilika can be attributed to 
the eviction of illegal fish enclosures.  

 
About Irrawaddy dolphins:  

● Found in coastal areas in South and 
Southeast Asia, and in three rivers: the 
Irrawaddy (Myanmar), the Mahakam 
(Indonesian Borneo) and the Mekong 
(China).  

● They are ‘Endangered’ as per the IUCN 
Red List.  

 
About Indo- Pacific Bottlenose dolphins:  

● Lives in the waters around India, northern Australia, South China, the Red 
Sea, and the eastern coast of Africa.  

● IUCN status: Near Threatened (Source: Wiki).  
 
About Indian Ocean Humpback dolphins:  

● The Indian Ocean Humpback Dolphin occurs within the Indian Ocean from South Africa to India.  
● The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

categorizes the Indian Ocean Humpback Dolphin as 
Endangered (Source: Wiki).  

● In India, Dolphins are endangered cetacean species, 
protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972.  

● Indian Humpback Dolphin is listed in Appendix I of The 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the habitats and IUCN status of 
various dolphins found in India.  

2. Their global distribution.  
3. Chilika lake.  

4. About CITES.  
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/dolphin-
boom-in-odishas-chilika-
lake/article34292274.ece/amp/.  

 

7. Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020):  
Context:  
Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to Manas National 
Park, under the aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020).  

● With this last leg of wild-to-wild translocation under IRV2020, a total of 22 rhinos have been 
translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (12) and Kaziranga National Park (10) to Manas National 
Park.  

 
About the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020):  
Launched in 2005.  

● IRV 2020 is an initiative led by the Forest Department, Government of Assam, in partnership with WWF 
India, International Rhino Foundation, and several other organizations.  
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● The goal of IRV2020 was to increase the rhino population in Assam to 3,000 by establishing populations 
in new areas.  

● Rhinos are now found in four Protected Areas in Assam: Pabitora Wildlife Reserve, Rajiv Gandhi Orang 
National Park, Kaziranga National Park, and Manas National Park.  

 
About One- horned rhinos:  

● Only the Great One-Horned Rhino is found in India.  
● Also known as Indian rhino, it is the largest of the rhino species.  
● It is identified by a single black horn and a grey-brown hide with 

skin folds.  
● They primarily graze, with a diet consisting almost entirely of 

grasses as well as leaves, branches of shrubs and trees, fruit, and 
aquatic plants.  

 
Protection Status:  

1. IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.  
2. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES): Appendix I 

(Threatened with extinction and CITES prohibits international trade in specimens of these species 
except when the purpose of the import is not commercial, for instance for scientific research). 

3. Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I. 
 
Other Conservation Efforts by India:  

● The five rhino range nations (India, Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia) have signed a declaration 
‘The New Delhi Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019’ for the conservation and protection of the species.  

● The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has begun a project to create DNA 
profiles of all rhinos in the country.  

● National Rhino Conservation Strategy: It was launched in 2019 to conserve the greater one-horned 
rhinoceros.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Different Rhino species.  
2. One horned Rhino in India.  
3. Habitats.  
4. Conservation status.  
5. Conservation efforts.  

6. About IRV 2020.  
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on IRV 2020.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G4M8FS1RH.1&imageview=0.  

 

8. National climate vulnerability assessment:  
Context:  
National climate vulnerability assessment released. The report is titled ‘Climate Vulnerability Assessment for 
Adaptation Planning in India Using a Common Framework’.  

● It identifies the most vulnerable states and districts in India with respect to current climate risk and key 
drivers of vulnerability.  

 
Key findings of the report:  

● It has identified Jharkhand, Mizoram, Orissa, Chhattisgarh, Assam, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, and West 
Bengal as states highly vulnerable to climate change.  

● These states, mostly in the eastern part of the country, require prioritization of adaptation 
interventions.  

 
Need for vulnerability assessment:  

● Mapping the parts of India that are vulnerable to extreme changes will help initiating climate actions at 
the ground level.  
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● The assessment will help Policymakers in initiating appropriate climate actions. It will also benefit 
climate-vulnerable communities across India through development of better-designed climate change 
adaptation projects.  

● The assessments can further be used for India’s reporting on the Nationally Determined Contributions 
under the Paris Agreement. And finally, these assessments will support India’s National Action Plan on 
Climate Change.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key findings of the report.  
2. states highly vulnerable to climate change 

as per the report.  

 
Mains Link:  
What is climate change vulnerability? Why is it 
significant? Discuss.  

 

9. Sulphur dioxide from Caribbean volcano reaches India, WMO confirms:  
Context:  
The sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions from a volcanic eruption in the Caribbean (from La Soufriere volcano 
eruption) reached India on April 16, 2021 sparking fear of increased pollution levels in the northern parts of the 
country and acid rain.  

● Scientists have also found evidence for the entry of sulphate aerosol particles (precursors for sulphuric 
acid) in the stratosphere, the second layer of the Earth’s atmosphere. This might be the reason that the 
particles have reached as far as India and will likely travel beyond to reach South East Asia. 

 
Impact and Implications:  

● The most significant climate impacts from 
volcanic injections into the stratosphere come 
from the conversion of sulphur dioxide to 
sulphuric acid, which condenses rapidly in the 
stratosphere to form fine sulphate aerosols.  

● The aerosols increase the reflection of radiation 
from the Sun back into space, cooling the Earth’s 
lower atmosphere or troposphere.  

 
Sulfur Dioxide- Source: 

● The largest source of SO2 in the atmosphere is 
the burning of fossil fuels by power plants and 
other industrial facilities. 

● Smaller sources of SO2 emissions include: 
industrial processes such as extracting metal from ore; natural sources such as volcanoes; and 
locomotives, ships and other vehicles and heavy equipment that burn fuel with a high sulfur content. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Sulphur Dioxide.  
2. Sources and impacts on Environment.  
3. La Soufriere volcano.  

4. Various pollutants produced from a 
volcanic eruption.  

 
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/natura
l-disasters/sulphur-dioxide-from-caribbean-
volcano-reaches-india-wmo-confirms-76547.  

 

10. India and Germany sign agreement on ‘Cities combating plastic 
entering the marine environment’:  

Context:  
India and Germany have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‘Cities Combating Plastic 
Entering the Marine Environment’ at a virtual ceremony.  
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Key facts:  
● This project is envisaged under the contours of the Joint Declaration of Intent regarding cooperation in 

the field of ‘Prevention of Marine Litter’ signed between Republic of India and Federal Republic of 
Germany in 2019.  

● The project, aimed at enhancing practices to prevent plastic entering the marine environment, will be 
undertaken at the national level (at MoHUA), select states and UTs (Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands) and in the cities of Kanpur, Kochi and Port Blair for a period of three and a 
half years.  

● The project’s outcomes are completely in line with the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 
focusing on sustainable solid waste management.  

 
Effects of marine litter:  

1. Marine litter threatens ecosystems and adversely affects fishery and tourism industries around the 
globe.  

2. It affects public health with increased concerns about micro-plastic and risk of particles entering the 
food chain.  

3. It is estimated that 15-20% of all plastics are entering oceans via riverine ecosystems of which 90% are 
contributed by 10 of the world’s most polluting rivers. Two of these river systems are located in India, 
namely Ganga and Brahmaputra.  

 

11. Earth Day 2021:  
Context:  
Observed on April 22 every year.  

● The year 2021 marks the 51st anniversary of the annual celebrations.  
● This year’s theme for Earth Day is ‘Restore Our Earth’.  

 
About the Earth Day:  

● First observed in 1970.  
● The event was triggered by the 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill, as well as other issues such as smog and 

polluted rivers.  
● In 2009, the United Nations designated 22nd April as ‘International Mother Earth Day’.  
● Earth Day is now globally coordinated by EARTHDAY.ORG, which is a non profit organisation.  
● The Paris Agreement was also signed on Earth Day 2016.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Earth Day.  
2. Significance.  
3. Objectives.  
4. About Paris Agreement.  
5. ‘International Mother Earth Day’ 

objectives.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Earth Day.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
arth-day-2021-significance-theme-7284224/lite/. 

 

12. Project ‘Pyrasol’:  
Context:  
The foundation stone of the integrated Solar Dryer and Pyrolysis pilot plant was recently laid at Chennai.  

● The pilot is part of the Indo-German project ‘Pyrasol’, launched to transform urban organic waste into 
biochar and energy in smart cities.  

● It was awarded to CSIR-CLRI by the Indo-German Science & Technology Centre.  
● The project will ultimately lead to technology development for the joint processing of Fibrous Organic 

Waste (FOW) and Sewage Sludge (SS) of Indian smart cities into hygienic and highly valuable biochar 
associated with energy recovery, carbon sequestration and environmental improvement.  

 
Project Pyrasol: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The project focuses on managing and organising collection, treatment, and disposal systems of urban wastes in 
Indian Smart Cities as well as in other urban centres with an integrated and interactive approach.  
 
About Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC):  

● Established by India and Germany to facilitate Indo-German R&D networking with emphasis on 
industry participation, applied research and technology development.  

● IGSTC through its flagship program ‘2+2 Projects’, catalyses innovation centric R&D projects by 
synergising the strength of research and academic institutions and public/private industries from India 
and Germany.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About program ‘2+2 Projects’.  

2. About Indo-German Science & Technology 
Centre (IGSTC).  

3. Project Pyrasol.  
 

13. Net Zero Producers' Forum:  
Context:  
Qatar, the US, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Norway have come together to form a cooperative forum that will 
develop pragmatic net zero emission strategies.  

● These countries are collectively responsible for 40% of global oil and gas production.  
 
Roles and functions of the Net Zero Producers' Forum:  
The Net Zero Producers' Forum will consider strategies and technologies which include "methane abatement, 
advancing the circular carbon economy approach, development and deployment of clean-energy and carbon 
capture and storage technologies, diversification from reliance on hydrocarbon revenues, and other measures 
in line with each country's national circumstances."  
 
What is net-zero?  
Net-zero, which is also referred to as carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a country would bring down its 
emissions to zero. Rather, net-zero is a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption 
and removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.  

● Absorption of the emissions can be increased by creating more carbon sinks such as forests, while 
removal of gases from the atmosphere requires futuristic technologies such as carbon capture and 
storage.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is the Net Zero Producers' Forum?  
2. About the Climate Leaders’ Summit.  
3. What is net-zero?  
4. Countries committed to net-zero.  
5. About Paris Agreement.  

 

Topics: Disaster and management. 

1. Forest fires in the spring and their frequency throughout this year:  
Context:  
Since the start of 2021, there has been a series of forest fires in Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland-Manipur border, 
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat, including in wildlife sanctuaries.  

● April-May is the season when forest fires take place in various parts of the country. But, forest fires 
have been more frequent than usual in Uttarakhand and have also taken place during winter; dry soil 
caused by a weak monsoon is being seen as one of the causes.  

 
How prone to fire are India’s forests? 

● Most vulnerable areas: Forests of the Northeast and central India regions are the most vulnerable 
areas to forest fires.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● ‘Extremely prone’ areas: Forests in Assam, Mizoram and Tripura have been identified as ‘extremely 
prone’ to forest fire.  

● ‘Very highly prone’ category: States with large forest areas under the ‘very highly prone’ category 
include Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Maharashtra, Bihar and 
Uttar Pradesh. 

● ‘Extremely prone’ category: Western Maharashtra, Southern Chhattisgarh and areas of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh, along with central Odisha, are turning into ‘extremely prone’ forest fire hotspots. 

Areas under the ‘highly prone’ and ‘moderately prone’ categories make up about 26.2% of the total forest 
cover — a whopping 1,72,374 sq km. 
 
What causes forest fires?  

1. Lack of soil moisture.  
2. Rainfall deficiency.  
3. Natural causes such as lightning, high atmospheric temperatures and low humidity 
4. Man-made causes like flame, cigarette, electric spark or any source of ignition will also cause forest 

fires. 
5. The problem has been aggravated with rising human and cattle population and the increase in demand 

for grazing, shifting cultivation and Forest products by individuals and communities.  
 
Why are forest fires difficult to control? 

● The locality of the forest and access to it pose hurdles in initiating firefighting efforts.  
● During peak season, shortage of staff is another challenge in dispatching firefighting teams. 
● Timely mobilisation of forest staff, fuel and equipment, depending on the type of fire, through the thick 

forests remain challenges. 
● As it is impossible to transport heavy vehicles loaded with water into the thick forests, a majority of fire 

dousing is initiated manually, using blowers and similar devices.  
● Wind speed and direction play a critical role in bringing a forest fire under control. The fire often 

spreads in the direction of the winds and towards higher elevations.  
 
What efforts are being taken to protect forests from fire? 

1. Since 2004, the FSI developed the Forest Fire Alert 
System to monitor forest fires in real time. 

2. In its advanced version launched in January 2019, 
the system now uses satellite information 
gathered from NASA and ISRO. 

3. Real-time fire information from identified fire 
hotspots is gathered using MODIS sensors (1km 
by 1km grid) and electronically transmitted to FSI.  

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-forest-fires-break-out-in-the-
spring-and-why-they-have-been-so-frequent-this-year-7259057/lite/.  
 

2. Disaster Management Act:  
Context:  
Invoking the Disaster Management Act, the Centre has ordered States that all liquid oxygen, including the 
existing stock with private plants, should be made available to the government and will be used for medical 
purposes only.  
The order was issued by the Union Home Secretary, who is the Chairman of the National Executive 
Committee under the DM Act, 2005.  
 
Implications:  

● Supply of oxygen will now be prohibited for industrial purposes, except for nine industries that include 
the pharmaceutical, petroleum, nuclear energy and steel sectors.  
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About Liquid oxygen:  
● It is the liquid form of molecular oxygen.  
● Liquid oxygen has a pale blue color and is strongly paramagnetic: it can be suspended between the 

poles of a powerful horseshoe magnet.  
● Because of its cryogenic nature, liquid oxygen can cause the materials it touches to become extremely 

brittle.  
● Liquid oxygen is also a very powerful oxidizing agent: organic materials will burn rapidly and 

energetically in liquid oxygen.  
 
Uses:  

● In commerce, liquid oxygen is classified as an industrial gas and is widely used for industrial and 
medical purposes.  

● Liquid oxygen is the most common cryogenic liquid oxidizer propellant for spacecraft rocket 
applications, usually in combination with liquid hydrogen, kerosene or methane.  

 
Previous orders:  
On April 22, the Centre issued an order under the DM Act making the district magistrates and senior 
superintendents of police personally liable to allow unhindered inter-State movement of vehicles carrying 
medical oxygen and to ensure that the supply is not restricted to a particular State where the oxygen plant is 
located.  
 
About the Disaster Management Act, 2005:  

● The stated object and purpose of the DM Act is to manage disasters, including preparation of 
mitigation strategies, capacity-building and more.  

● It came into force in India in January 2006.  
● The Act provides for “the effective management of disasters and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto.”  
● The Act calls for the establishment of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), with the Prime 

Minister of India as chairperson.  
● The Act enjoins the Central Government to Constitute a National Executive Committee (NEC) to assist 

the National Authority.  
● All State Governments are mandated to establish a State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA). 

 
Powers given to the Centre:  
Power bestowed by DM Act on Central Government and NDMA are extensive. 

● The Central Government, irrespective of any law in force (including over-riding powers) can issue any 
directions to any authority anywhere in India to facilitate or assist in the disaster management. 

● Importantly, any such directions issued by Central Government and NDMA must necessarily be 
followed the Union Ministries, State Governments and State Disaster Management Authorities. 

● In order to achieve all these, the prime minister can exercise all powers of NDMA (S 6(3)). This ensures 
that there is adequate political and constitutional heft behind the decisions made.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is DM Act? 
2. Bodies established under this act. 
3. Composition of NDMA. 
4. Powers of states and centre under DM act. 
5. What is a notified disaster? 
6. Functions of NDRF.  
7. About Liquid oxygen and its uses.  

 

Mains Link:  
Is the Disaster Management Act, 2005, ill-suited to 
be the main economic law of the country? Analyse 
the need for a pandemic law in the current 
situation facing the world.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GI68H6OT5.1&imageview=0.  
 

3. Assam earthquake:  
Context:  
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An earthquake of magnitude 6.4 on the Richter scale hit Assam recently.  
 
Epicentre:  

● The preliminary analysis shows that the events are located 
near to Kopili Fault closer to Himalayan Frontal Thrust 
(HFT).  

● The area is seismically very active falling in the highest 
Seismic Hazard zone V associated with collisional tectonics 
where Indian plate sub-ducts beneath the Eurasian Plate.  

 
What is Himalayan Frontal Thrust (HFT)?  
HFT, also known as the Main Frontal Thrust (MFT), is a geological 
fault along the boundary of the Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates.  
 
What is a fault?  
A fault as “a fracture along which the blocks of crust on either side have moved relative to one another parallel 
to the fracture”.  
 
Need of the hour:  
The Northeast is located in the highest seismological zone, so we must have constant earthquake preparedness 
at all levels. Continuous tectonic stress keeps building up particularly along the faultlines.  
 
Background:  
Historical and instrumentally recorded earthquake data show the region has seen several “moderate to large 
earthquakes”. The worst of these was the great Assam-Tibet Earthquake that occurred on Independence Day in 
1950.  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-in-assam-earthquake-
reminder-of-seismic-hazard-along-hft-faultline-7292770/lite/.  

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and 
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention 

1. China’s digital currency:  
Context:  
China in February launched the latest round of pilot trials of its new digital currency, with reported plans of a 
major roll-out by the end of the year and ahead of the Winter Olympics in Beijing in February 2022.  
 
How does China’s digital currency work?  
Officially titled the Digital Currency Electronic Payment (DCEP), the digital RMB (or Renminbi, China’s 
currency) is a digital version of China’s currency. It can be downloaded and exchanged via an application 
authorised by the People’s Bank of China (PBOC), China’s central bank. 
 
Key features of the digital currency:  

● This is a legal tender guaranteed by the central bank, not a payment guaranteed by a third-party 
operator.  

● There is no third-party transaction, and hence, no transaction fee. 
● Unlike e-wallets, the digital currency does not require Internet connectivity. The payment is made 

through Near-field Communication (NFC) technology.  
● Unlike non-bank payment platforms that require users to link bank accounts, this can be opened with 

a personal identification number. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various cryptocurrencies.  
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2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various 
countries.  

3. What is Blockchain technology?  

Mains Link:  
What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there is a need 
for regulation? Discuss.  

 

2. National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI):  
Context: 
NIXI has announced to play a supporting role for the 
IPv6 awareness and adoption in the country along with 
the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology 
(MeitY). 
 
About NIXI: 
National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI) is a not-for-
profit organization. 
It has been working since 2003 for spreading the 
internet infrastructure to the citizens of India through 
the following activities: 

1. Internet Exchanges through which the internet 
data is exchanged amongst ISP’s, Data Centers.  

2. .IN Registry, managing and operation of .IN 

country code domain and .भारत IDN domain for 
India.  

3. IRINN, managing and operating Internet 
protocol (IPv4/IPv6).  

 

3. U.K. nod for extradition of Nirav Modi:  
Context:  
The U.K.’s Home Department has approved the extradition of diamond merchant Nirav Modi to India in 
connection with the ₹13,758 crore Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud.  

● This comes two months after the Westminster Magistrates’ Court in London ruled that a prima facie 
case was made out against him.  

 
What next?  

● The accused now has the legal recourse of 
approaching the U.K. High Court within 14 days 
to seek permission for moving an appeal against 
the Secretary of State’s decision.  

● Unless there is an appeal, a requested person 
must be extradited within 28 days of the 
Secretary of State’s decision to order extradition 
(subject to any appeal).  

 
Fugitive economic offender:  
A special court, in December 2019, declared diamond businessman Nirav Modi a fugitive economic offender, 
on a plea of the Enforcement Directorate.  
 
Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender:  
A person can be named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for 
involvement in economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape 
legal action. 
 
The procedure:  
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1. The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the Prevention of Money-
Laundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the 
person’s whereabouts.  

2. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to appear at a specified place and date at least six 
weeks from the issue of notice.  

3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive 
Economic Offender based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies.  

4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High 
Court within 30 days of such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who is a fugitive economic offender?  
2. Composition and powers of ED.  
3. Establishment and powers of CBI.  
4. What is PMLA?  
5. Overview of Fugitive Economic Offenders 

Act.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance and key provisions of the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0K8G6VT7.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. Delhi High Court guidelines on removing offending content from the 
internet:  

Context:  
Observing that “The Internet never sleeps and the Internet never forgets,” the Delhi High Court has issued a 
slew of directions to deal with the complications in removing offending content such as photographs and 
videos from pornographic websites.  
 
What's the case?  
The case stems from a petition by a woman who claimed that her photographs and images, though not in 
themselves obscene or offensive, were taken from her Facebook and Instagram accounts without her consent, 
and were uploaded on a pornographic website with derogatory captions added to them.  
 
Directions issued:  

● A court, when approached with such a grievance, should issue a direction to the website or online 
platform on which the offending content is hosted to remove such content forthwith, and in any event, 
within 24 hours of the receipt of the court order.  

● “A direction should also be issued to the website or online platform on which the offending content is 
hosted to preserve all information and associated records relating to the offending content at least for 
a period of 180 days for use in an investigation.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GN38GLAVD.1&imageview=0.  
 

5. Whatsapp privacy policy:  
Context:  
The Delhi High Court has dismissed plea of instant messaging app WhatsApp challenging a decision of the 
Competition Commission of India (CCI) calling for an investigation into its controversial new privacy policy.  
 
What's the issue?  
WhatsApp had contended that since the issue of its privacy policy was before the Supreme Court, the CCI did 
not need to order the probe. Facebook, which owns Whatsapp, had also filed a similar petition challenging 
decision.  
 
What has the CCI said?  
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The CCI had argued the probe order was made to gauge whether access to data would lead to abuse of 
dominant position.  
The commission had said it was dealing with Whatsapp's new privacy policy that could lead to “excessive data 
collection” of consumers, the use and sharing of the data in anti-competitive context.  
 
Key Features of the Privacy Policy:  
Information Sharing with Third Party Services: When users rely on third-party services or other Facebook 
Company Products that are integrated with our Services, those third-party services may receive information 
about what you or others share with them. 
Hardware Information: WhatsApp collects information from devices such as battery level, signal strength, app 
version, browser information, mobile network, connection information (including phone number, mobile 
operator or ISP) among others. 
Deleting the Account: If someone only deletes the WhatsApp app from their device without using the in-app 
delete my account feature, then that user’s information will remain stored with the platform. 
Data Storage: WhatsApp mentions that it uses Facebook’s global infrastructure and data centers including 
those in the United States to store user data. It also states that the data in some cases will be transferred to the 
United States or other parts where Facebook’s affiliate companies are based. 
Location: Even if a user does not use their location-relation features, Whatsapp collects IP addresses and other 
information like phone number area codes to estimate your general location (city, country). 
Payment Services: WhatsApp says that if anyone uses their payments services they will process additional 
information about you, including payment account and transaction information. 
 
Issues and concerns: 

1. The new Whatsapp policy contradicts the recommendations of the Srikrishna Committee report, 
which forms the basis of the Data Protection Bill 2019.  

2. The principle of Data Localisation, which aims to put curbs on the transfer of personal data outside the 
country, may come in conflict with WhatsApp’s new privacy policy.  

3. With the updated privacy policy, WhatsApp can now share one’s metadata, essentially everything 
beyond the conversation’s actual text.  

4. If users disagree with the messaging platform’s updated privacy policy, they will have to quit WhatsApp 
when the new terms of service are set to come into effect.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GHI8GSTVG.1&imageview=0.  
 

6. Cybercrime volunteer programme:  
Context:  
The Union Home Ministry has said it does not maintain a centralised list of volunteers enrolled under the 
cybercrime volunteer programme since the police is a “State subject” under the Seventh Schedule of the 
Constitution.  
 
Background:  
In response to a Right to Information Act (RTI) application on the total number of volunteers who have applied 
under the Cybercrime Volunteers Programme of the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal, the Ministry said 
the information could be sought directly from the respective States and Union Territories.  
 
About the cybercrime volunteer programme:  
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) has envisaged the Cyber Crime Volunteers Program to bring 
together citizens with passion to serve the nation on a single platform and contribute in the fight against 
cybercrime in the country.  
The volunteers are registered, and their services utilised, by the respective State/UTs as per their requirement.  

● The programme targets to rope in around 500 persons to flag unlawful content on the Internet.  
 
Roles and functions:  

● The volunteers shall “maintain strict confidentiality of tasks assigned/carried out by them”.  
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● The State Nodal Officer of States/UTs also reserves the right to take legal action against the Volunteer, 
in case of violation of terms and conditions of the Program.  

● The volunteers are barred from issuing any public statement about their association with this program 
and are also “strictly prohibited” from using the name of Ministry of Home Affairs or claim to have an 
association with the ministry on any social media or public platform.  

 
Concerns:  

1. No information available on how the Ministry will ensure that the program is not misused by certain 
elements to extract misguided personal or political vendettas.  

2. No process in place for withdrawal of complaints once submitted.  
3. No clear definition of unlawful content which would relate to “anti-national” activities.  
4. This may violate the decision of the Supreme Court in Shreya Singhal v Union of India (2013) which 

highlights the need to ensure that overbroad restrictions on online speech are not used as a tool by the 
State to criminalise free speech on the internet.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About I4C. 
2. Who are Cyber Volunteers? 
3. Roles and responsibilities. 

 

Mains Link:  
Who are Cyber Volunteers? Discuss the Concerns 
associated with their roles and functions.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GI68H706F.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized 
crime with terrorism. 

1. Punjab okays reward policy for drug cases:  
Context:  
The Punjab government has approved a reward policy to encourage information and inputs leading to recovery 
of drugs under the Narcotic Drugs And Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. 
 
Highlights:  

● The policy will recognise government servants-informers-sources for their role in providing inputs 
leading to the recovery of substantial quantity of drugs and in successful implementation of various 
provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985 and PIT NDPS Act, 1988.  

● The quantum of reward for successful investigation, prosecution, forfeiture of illegally acquired 
property, preventive detention and other significant anti-drug work shall be decided on case-to-case 
basis.  

 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985:  

1. The Act is designed to fulfill India’s treaty obligations under the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, and United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances.  

2. The Act 1985 sets out the statutory framework for drug law enforcement in India.  
3. Under the Act, the cultivation, production, manufacture, possession, sale, purchase, transportation, 

warehousing, consumption, inter-State movement, transshipment and import and export of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances is prohibited, except for medical or scientific purposes and in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of any license, permit or authorization given by the 
Government.  

4. The Central Government is empowered to regulate the cultivation, production, manufacture, import, 
export, sale, consumption, use etc of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. 

5. State Governments are empowered to permit and regulate possession and inter-State movement of 
opium, poppy straw, the manufacture of medicinal opium and the cultivation of cannabis excluding 
hashish. 

6. The Central Government is empowered to declare any substance, based on an assessment of its likely 
use in the manufacture of narcotics drugs and psychotropic substances as a controlled substance.  
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7. Both the Central Government and State Governments are empowered to appoint officers for the 
purposes of the Act.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G8B8GOR8T.1&imageview=0.  
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GENERAL STUDIES – 4 
 

1. Employer can reject candidate acquitted of serious crime: SC:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has held that a public employer can reject a candidate as unsuitable if he had, in the past, 
been acquitted of a serious crime merely on the benefit of doubt.  
What has the court said?  

● The mere fact of an acquittal would not suffice but rather it would depend on whether it is a clean 
acquittal based on total absence of evidence or in the criminal jurisprudence requiring the case to be 
proved beyond reasonable doubt, that parameter having not been met, benefit of doubt has been 
granted to the accused.  

● An acquittal on the benefit of doubt is quite different from an honourable acquittal. A person should 
be honourably acquitted of a heinous crime to be considered eligible for public employment.  

● Besides, acquittal in a criminal case does not automatically entitle a candidate for appointment to the 
post.  

 
Honourably acquitted:  
An accused who is acquitted after full consideration of the prosecution evidence and prosecution has miserably 
failed to prove the charges levelled against the accused, it can possibly be said that the accused was 
honourably acquitted.  
 
Background:  
The case concerned a man acquitted of murder after witnesses turned hostile in Rajasthan in 2009. He was part 
of a group of people who ran a tractor over a woman and later knifed people who tried to resist them.  
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G6F8ES7M5.1&imageview=0 
 

2. Why human cells grown in monkey embryos sparked ethics debate?  
Context:  
Researchers from US have for the first time grown human cells in monkey embryos.   

● By integrating human cells into the embryos of macaque monkeys, researchers have created what is 
called a chimeric tool.  

● Chimeras are organisms that are made up of the cells of two distinct species, in this case humans and 
monkeys.  

 
What’s the purpose of chimeric research?  

● Researchers believe that this ability to grow cells of two different species together offers scientists a 
powerful tool for research and medicine, advancing current understanding about early human 
development, disease onset and progression and ageing.  

● Further, research of this kind could also help in drug evaluation and address the critical need for 
organ transplantation.  

 
What are the ethical concerns about this?  
Generally, different species don’t cross-breed and if they do, their offspring don’t survive for long and are 
prone to infertility. But, Some rare hybrid animals exist naturally and were probably the result of unintentional 
cross breeding between animals of different species.  

● While further research into chimeras might lead to progress, which could mean that they could be used 
as a source of organs for humans, these chimeras would still be a mix of human and non-human cells, a 
thought that makes many uncomfortable.  

● The research raises “the philosophical and ethical issue of moral status: how should we treat other life 
forms?”.  

● Opponents argue that chimera research has the potential to worsen injustice against animals and also 
point out the fairness in using part-human animals to meet human needs.  
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Similar cases in the past:  

● In 2018, Dr He Jiankui made headlines when he claimed to have produced genetically modified babies 
using the gene editing technique CRISPR. Jiankui claimed that he had altered the genes of a human 
embryo that eventually resulted in the birth of twin girls with specific desired attributes — supposedly 
the first instance of human offspring so produced.  

● In developing countries like India, genetically modified crops are also a contentious topic.  
 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-human-cells-grown-in-monkey-embryos-
sparked-ethics-debate-7281659/lite/.  
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

1. Military farms:  
Military farms have been closed after 132 years of service. The formal closing ceremony was held recently.  
What are military farms?  

● The farms were set up with the sole requirement of supplying hygienic cow milk to troops in garrisons 
across British India. The first military farm was raised on February 1, 1889, at Allahabad.  

● Post-Independence, they flourished with 30,000 heads of cattle in 130 farms all over India. They were 
even established in Leh and Kargil in the late 1990s.  

● For more than a century, the farms supplied 3.5 crore litres of milk and 25,000 tonnes of hay yearly.  
Suggestions for closure:  

● In 2012, the Quarter Master General branch had recommended their closure.  
● In December 2016, the Lt. Gen. D.B. Shekatkar (retd.) committee, which was appointed to recommend 

measures to enhance combat capability and rebalance defence expenditure of the armed forces.  
 

2. AIM-PRIME:  
● Launched by Atal Innovation Mission in partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) 

& Venture Center.  
● AIM-PRIME (Program for Researchers on Innovations, Market-Readiness & Entrepreneurship) is an 

initiative to promote and support science-based deep-tech startups & ventures across India.  
 

3. What are culex or common house mosquitoes?  
● Culex mosquitoes are known carriers of some serious diseases.  
● They can fly up to a distance of 1-1.5 km.  
● They breed in dirty, stagnant water.  

Why in News?  
Several resident welfare associations in Delhi have complained that they are 
noticing an increase in the number of mosquitoes in their surrounding, leading 
to the municipal corporations calling high-level meetings and intensifying drive to check their growth.  
 

4. No interest cut on small savings:  
Hours after notifying significant cuts in small savings instruments’ returns for this quarter, the government 
backtracked and reversed the sharp rate cuts.  
How are interest rates decided?  
Theoretically, since 2016, interest rate resetting has been done based on yields of government securities of the 
corresponding maturity with some spread on the scheme for senior citizens. However, in practice, the interest 
rate changes are made considering several other factors.  

● The small savings schemes basket comprises 12 instruments including the Savings Deposit, National 
Saving Certificate (NSC), Public Provident Fund (PPF), Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) and Sukanya Samriddhi 
Scheme.  

 

5. Exercise SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021:  
● It is a multinational military exercise in Bangladesh.  
● Indian army will take part this year.  
● It will be held at Bangladesh to commemorate the birth centenary of Bangladesh ‘Father of the Nation’ 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.  
● Military observers from the USA, UK, Turkey, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore will also 

be in attendance throughout the exercise.  
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6. Third joint logistics node (JLN) in Mumbai:  
● JLNs will provide integrated logistics cover to the armed forces for their small arms ammunition, 

rations, fuel, general stores, civil hired transport, aviation clothing, spares and also engineering support 
in an effort to synergise their operational efforts.  

● The government sanction letter for the establishment of the JLNs in Mumbai, Guwahati and Port Blair 
was signed on October 12, 2020. The JLNs in Guwahati and Tri-Services, Andaman and Nicobar 
Command, Port Blair, were operationalised in January this year.  

 

7. Dadasaheb Phalke Award:  
Rajinikanth has been conferred with the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2019.  
About the Award:  

● Dadasaheb Phalke award is India's highest award in cinema.  
● It is presented annually at the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Festivals (an 

organisation set up by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting).  
● The award prize consists of a golden lotus, a cash prize of ₹10 lakh and a shawl.  
● The award is given to people for their "outstanding contribution to the growth and development of 

Indian cinema".  
● It was first presented in 1969. The first recipient of the award was actress Devika Rani, “the first lady of 

Indian cinema.”  
 

8. Chenab Bridge: World's 
highest Railway Bridge:  
● Arch closure of the Chenab Bridge 

has been completed.  
● The Chenab bridge is part of the 

Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail 
link project (USBRL).  

● It is the World's highest Railway 
Bridge being constructed in 
Jammu & Kashmir by Indian 
Railways.  

● The length of the Chenab bridge 
will be 1,315 metres.  

● It is 359m above the river bed 
level. The bridge is 35-metre 
higher than the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris.  

 
 

9. LA PEROUSE:  
● It is a multilateral maritime exercise being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region.  
● Led by French Navy.  
● India is taking part in it.  

 

10. International Virtual Election Visitors Programme (IVEP) 2021:  
● Hosted recently by the Election Commission of India.  
● Election management bodies of 26 other countries and three international organisations took part in it.  
● IEVP 2021 provided the participants an overview of the large canvas of Indian electoral process, the 

new initiatives taken by ECI on voter facilitation, transparency and accessibility of electoral system etc.  
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11. Lab on wheels:  
It is part of Delhi Technological University’s (DTU) Education Reaches You 
scheme.  

● The lab on wheels is a customised bus with 17 computers, two 
televisions, one 3D printer, cameras and normal printer that will 
hop around the city to give educational lectures, tutorials and 
teach school students as part of its outreach programme for 
guiding students in the domains of maths, science and advanced 
technology.  

● The lab will impart science education to students in Delhi government schools and under privileged 
children.  

 

12. Wolf-Rayet stars:  
Indian astronomers trace rare supernova explosion to Wolf-Rayet stars.  

● The rare Wolf-Rayet stars are highly luminous objects a thousand times that of 
the Sun.  

● They are a heterogeneous set of stars with unusual spectra showing prominent 
broad emission lines of ionised helium and highly ionised nitrogen or carbon. 

● The surface temperatures of known Wolf-Rayet stars range from 30,000 K to 
around 210,000 K, hotter than almost all other kinds of stars. 

● They were previously called W-type stars.  
 

13.  World Health Day:  
● 7th April is observed as World Health Day.  
● The day is observed to mark the formation of the World Health Organisation (WHO) on this day in 

1948.  
● Theme: “Building a fairer, healthier world for everyone”.  

 

14. Madhu Kranti portal:  
● Madhu Kranti portal is an initiative of the National Bee Board (NBB), Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare under the National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM).  
● This portal is being developed for online registration to achieve traceability source of honey and other 

beehive products on a digital platform.  
 

15. Anamaya:  
● Anamaya is a tribal health collaborative supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation (BMGF).  
● It will converge efforts of various government agencies and organisations to enhance the health and 

nutrition status of the tribal communities of India.  
● The initiative is committed to ending preventable deaths in the tribal communities.  

 

16. Baisakhi:  
● Pakistan High Commission has issued over 1,100 visas to Sikh pilgrims from India to participate in the 

annual Baisakhi celebrations.  
● Under the framework of the Pakistan-India protocol on visits to religious shrines, a large number of 

Sikh pilgrims from India visit Pakistan to observe various religious festivals every year.  
● Baisakhi marks the beginning of Hindu solar New year. Vaisakhi marks the first day of the month of 

Vaisakha, is usually celebrated on 13 or 14 April every year and is a historical and religious festival in 
Sikhi.  
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17. Red sea:  
The Red Sea (also the Erythraean Sea) is a seawater inlet of the Indian Ocean, lying between Africa and Asia. 
The connection to the ocean is in the south through the Bab el Mandeb 
strait and the Gulf of Aden. To the north lie the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf 
of Aqaba, and the Gulf of Suez (leading to the Suez Canal). The sea is 
underlain by the Red Sea Rift which is part of the Great Rift Valley.  
The salinity of the Red Sea is greater than the world average, 
approximately 4 percent. This is due to several factors:  

1. Lack of significant rivers or streams draining into the sea.  
2. Limited connection with the Indian Ocean, which has lower water 

salinity.  
3. High rate of evaporation and very little precipitation.  

 

18. NanoSniffer:  
● It is a microsensor based explosive trace detector.  
● It is the world’s first microsensor based Explosive Trace Detector (ETD) 

developed by NanoSniff Technologies, an IIT Bombay incubated 
startup.  

● NanoSniffer is a 100% ‘Made in India’ product in terms of research, 
development & manufacturing. The core technology of NanoSniffer is 
protected by patents in the U.S. & Europe.  

● NanoSniffer can detect explosives in less than 10 seconds and it also 
identifies and categorizes explosives into different classes.  

 

19. Doomsday Glacier:  
● Also called the Thwaites Glacier, it is located in Antarctica.  
● The melting of this glacier has long been a cause of concern 

because of its high potential of speeding up the global sea level 
rise happening due to climate change.  

● It is 120 km wide at its broadest. Because of its size (1.9 lakh 
square km), it contains enough water to raise the world sea 
level by more than half a metre.  

 

20. Advanced Antiquities Management System:  
● Introduced by the Goa government recently.  
● It was the first such system in the country for storage of antiquities.  
● The AAMS is a software-driven automated storage used for the storage of various objects.  
● The system that catalogues 83 antiquities at present is aimed at providing quick information about an 

antiquity linked to the software, saving storage space and ensuring improved preservation of the 
objects of historical significance.  

 

21. Brucellosis:  
● Brucellosis is a zoonotic infection 

caused by the bacteria of the 
genus Brucella.  

● The bacterial infection can spread 
from animals to humans, most 
commonly through the 
consumption of raw or 
unpasteurised dairy products.  
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22. Umngot:  
● It is a river in Meghalaya.  
● It is considered to be India’s clearest river.  
● The river attracts many tourists to Dawki bordering Bangladesh.  
● The river is the natural boundary between Ri Pnar (of Jaintia Hills) with 

Hima Khyrim (of Khasi Hills).  
Why in News?  
There is a stiff resistance from at least 12 villages in Meghalaya on a 210 MW 
hydroelectric project on Umngot.  
 

23. What is Uruka?  
● The day before Magh Bihu is known as Uruka, the last day of the month of Poush as per the Assamese 

calendar.  
● On Uruka, people erect makeshift huts called Meji from bamboo, leaves and thatch. 
● Bihu is a set of three important Assamese festivals which include Rongali or Bohag Bihu in April, Kongali 

or Kati Bihu in October and Bhogali or Magh Bihu, observed in January. 
 

24. EVR Periyar Salai as Grand Western Trunk (GWT) Road:  
● A controversy recently erupted after EVR Periyar Salai was mentioned as Grand Western Trunk (GWT) 

Road on signboards.  
● Following this, Chennai Highways Department has clarified that it is the name of the road as per their 

records.  
● The GWT, whose old number is NH4 and also called as Poonamallee High Road, was formed and named 

so in the 1850s by the British.  
 

25. Seroja:  
● It is a tropical cyclone formed 

recently near western Australian 
coast.  

● The name Seroja means lotus in 
Indonesian.  

 
 
 
 
 

26. Poshan Gyan:  
● It is a national digital repository on health and nutrition.  
● Launched by NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Centre for Social 

and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University.  
● The Poshan Gyan repository is conceptualized as a resource, enabling search of communication 

materials on 14 thematic areas of health and nutrition across diverse languages, media types, target 
audiences and sources.  

 

27. e-SANTA:  
● It is an electronic marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers.  
● Launched by Union Commerce Ministry.  
● It will enable the farmers to get a better price and the exporters to directly purchase quality products 

from the farmers enhancing traceability, a key factor in international trade.  
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● The term e-SANTA was coined for the web portal, meaning Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA 
farmers' Trade in Aquaculture.  

● e-SANTA will ‘RAISE’ the lives & income of farmers by: Reducing Risk, Awareness of Products & 
Markets, Increase in Income, Shielding Against Wrong Practice and Ease of Processes.  

 

28. Infant Toddler and Caregiver-friendly Neighbourhoods (ITCN) Training 
and Capacity Building Programme:  
● Launched by National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) in partnership with Bernard van Leer 

Foundation (BvLF).  
● The Programme is designed to help build capacities of city officials and young professionals for 

developing young children and family-friendly neighbourhoods within cities in India.  
● Under the programme, city officials and young professionals are proposed to be skilled through 

certified training and capacity building modules.  
 

29. Aahaar Kranti:  
● Aahaar Kranti is a 

movement to raise 
awareness of the 
importance of a 
nutritionally balanced diet 
in India.  

● The mission is run by 
Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and 
Global Indian Scientists’ 
and Technocrats’ Forum 
(GIST).  

● The Aahaar Kranti 
movement is designed to 
address the peculiar 
problem being faced by 
India and the world called 
“hunger and diseases in 
abundance".  

 
 
 
 

30. What is Monkeydactyl?  
● It is a flying reptile with the ‘oldest opposable thumbs’.  
● The new pterosaur fossil was discovered in the Tiaojishan 

Formation of Liaoning, China, and is believed to be 160 million 
years old.  

● It has been named Kunpengopterus antipollicatus, also dubbed 
“Monkeydactyl”.  

● The pterosaur species were reptiles, close cousins of dinosaurs 
and the first animals after insects to evolve powered flight.  

Background:  
Opposability of the thumb is being able to “simultaneously flex, abduct 
and medially rotate the thumb” in a way that one is able to bring the tip 
of the thumb to touch the tips of the other fingers. Along with humans, 
some ancient monkeys and apes also had opposable thumbs.  
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31. What is tika utsav?  
● Also called vaccination festival.  
● Launched by India.  
● The aim is to vaccinate maximum number of eligible people 

against Covid-19.  
 
 

32. Raisina Dialogue:  
● 6th edition of the Raisina Dialogue was held virtually.  
● The conference is being hosted by the think tank Observer Research Foundation in partnership with the 

Ministry of External Affairs.  
● The theme for the 2021 conference is “#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control”.  
● Started in 2016, the Raisina Dialogue has grown to emerge as a leading global conference on 

international affairs.  
● It invites leaders from politics, business, media and the civil society to hold discussions on the state of 

the world and explore opportunities for cooperation on several contemporary matters.  
 

33. Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy:  
● It is a newly discovered active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy that has so 

far been stumbled upon.  
● This active galaxy is about 31 billion light-years away.  

 

34. MANAS app launched:  
● MANAS App is a well-being App that stands for Mental Health and 

Normalcy Augmentation System.  
● It is endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister’s Science, 

Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).  
● MANAS is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing 

platform and an app developed to augment the mental well-being of Indian 
citizens.  

● MANAS App integrates the health and wellness efforts of various government ministries, scientifically 
validated indigenous tools with gamified interfaces developed/researched by various national bodies 
and research institutions.  

 

35. RBI sets up authority to review regulations:  
● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up the Regulations Review Authority 2.0.  
● The authority will review regulatory prescriptions internally as well as by seeking suggestions from RBI-

regulated entities for simplification and ease of implementation.  
● Deputy Governor M. Rajeshwar Rao has been appointed as the Regulations Review Authority. The 

authority would have validity for a period of one year from May 1.  
● The RBI had set up a similar authority in 1999 for reviewing regulations, circulars, reporting systems.  

 

36. Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace:  
Microsoft president Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in 
Cyberspace that now has 75 countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world.  

● The Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace is a nonbinding declaration.  
● It calls for states, the private sector, and civil society organizations to work together to promote 

security in cyberspace, counter disinformation, and address new threats endangering citizens and 
infrastructure.  
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● The Paris Call was sent in 2018 by the President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, during the 
Internet Governance Forum held at UNESCO and the Paris Peace Forum.  

37. EatSmart Cities Challenge:  
● Launched by the Housing & Urban Affairs Ministry.  
● The Challenge is envisioned as a competition among cities to recognize their efforts in adopting and 

scaling up various initiatives under Eat Right India. 
● This unique challenge, in partnership with Smart Cities Mission will create an environment of right food 

practices and habits, strengthen the food safety and regulatory environment, build awareness among 
the consumers and urge them to make better food choices in India’s major cities.  

● The challenge is open to all Smart Cities, capital cities of States/UTs, and cities with a population of 
more than 5 lakh.  

 

38. Transport 4 All (T4All) Challenge:  
● Launched by the Housing & Urban Affairs Ministry in collaboration with Institute for Transportation and 

Development Policy (ITDP).  
● The Challenge aims to bring together cities, citizen groups, and start-ups to develop solutions that 

improve public transport to better serve the needs of all citizens.  
● All the Smart Cities Mission cities, capitals of states and union territories (UTs), and all cities with a 

population of over 5 lakhs are eligible for the Challenge.  
 

39. Gender Samvaad:  
● Gender Samvaad is a joint attempt between the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) and the Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in 
the Economy (IWWAGE) to create a common platform to share experiences emerging from this effort.  

● The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related interventions under DAY-NRLM across 
the country and best practices, with a focus on hearing voices from the states and the field.  

 

40. Disc-footed bat:  
● Meghalaya has yielded India’s first bamboo-dwelling bat with sticky 

discs.  
● The disc-footed bat (Eudiscopus denticulus) was recorded in Meghalaya's 

Lailad area near the Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary, about 1,000 km 
west of its nearest known habitat in Myanmar.  

● The disc-footed bat has raised Meghalaya’s bat count to 66, the most for 
any State in India. It has also helped add a genus and species to the bat 
fauna of India.  

 

41. Cholistan desert:  
● Located in Pakistan.  
● The place was in news because of recent shooting of two Great Indian Bustards (GIBs) here.  
● The GIB, which is the State bird of Rajasthan, is considered India’s most critically endangered bird.  
● The GIB’s population of less than 100 in Rajasthan accounts for 95% of its total world population.  
● The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 

Resources (IUCN), which categorised the GIBs as “endangered” in 
1994, was forced to upgrade the species to the status of “critically 
endangered” in 2011 because of continued threats faced in the 
survival of these large birds.  

● The wildlife authorities in Rajasthan had permitted captive 
breeding of GIB, protected under the Wildlife Protection Act, in 
Rajasthan’s Desert National Park (DNP) through a project executed by the Dehradun-based Wildlife 
Institute of India in 2019 after a prolonged debate.  
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42. Tiki Formation:  
● The Tiki Formation is a Late Triassic geologic formation in 

Madhya Pradesh. It is a treasure trove of vertebrate fossils.  
● Dinosaur remains are among the fossils that have been 

recovered from the formation, although none have yet been 
referred to a specific genus.  

Why in News?  
The Tiki Formation in Madhya Pradesh, a treasure trove of vertebrate 
fossils, has now yielded a new species and two genera of cynodonts, 
small rat-like animals that lived about 220 million years ago.  
 

43. Vande Bharat mission:  
The Vande Bharat Mission (VBM), which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 and the 
resultant lockdowns since May 7 last, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by a 
country.  

● Till now, the Air India (AI) Group has operated 11,523 inbound flights to carry 18,19,734 passengers 
and 11,528 outbound flights with 13,68,457 passengers. The national carrier, which carried out the 
bulk of air transfers under the mission, was supported by its budget carrier Air India Express.  

 

44. Council of the European Union:  
● The Council of the European Union is the third of the seven Institutions of the European Union (EU) as 

listed in the Treaty on European Union.  
● It is one of three legislative bodies and together with the European Parliament serves to amend and 

approve the proposals of the European Commission, which holds legislative initiative.  
● It was founded on 1 July 1967.  
● The primary purpose of the Council is to act as one of two 

vetoing bodies of the EU's legislative branch, the other being 
the European Parliament. Together they serve to amend, 
approve or disapprove the proposals of the European 
Commission, which has the sole power to propose laws.  

● Jointly with the Parliament, the Council holds the budgetary 
power of the Union.  

 

45. Civil Services Day:  
● Every year, 21st April is celebrated as the Civil Services Day by the Government of India.  
● It is celebrated as an occasion for the civil servants to rededicate themselves to the causes of citizens 

and renew their commitments to public service and excellence in work.  
● The date is chosen to commemorate the day when the first Home Minister of Independent India, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at 
Metcalf House, Delhi.  

 

46. #FOSS4GOV Innovation Challenge:  
● The Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology has announced a #FOSS4GOV Innovation 

Challenge to accelerate adoption of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) In Government.  
● The #FOSS4GOVInnovation Challenge calls upon FOSS innovators, technology entrepreneurs and Indian 

Startups to submit implementable open source product innovations with possible applications for 
Govtech in Health, Education, Agriculture, Urban Governance etc.  

 

47. KRI Nanggala:  
● It is an Indonesian submarine which went missing recently.  
● The submarine was reportedly exercising in a location 25 miles north of Bali.  
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● The Indian Navy has dispatched its deep submergence rescue vessel (DSRV) from Visakhapatnam to 
support the Indonesian Navy in the search and rescue efforts.  

 

48. Border Road Organisation (BRO):  
● Functioning under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 2015, the BRO is engaged in road 

construction to provide connectivity to difficult and inaccessible regions in the border areas of the 
country.  

● It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army’s Corps of Engineers, Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra regimental 
employment.  

 

49. Leaders’ Summit on Climate 2021:  
● US President Joe Biden hosted a virtual meeting of world leaders titled ‘Leaders’ Summit on Climate’ on 

the occasion of Earth Day (22nd April).  
● It is a two-day conference and is touted by some as a precursor to the United Nations Climate Change 

Conference (COP26) that will take place later this year in Glasglow.  
● The summit is supposed to “galvanise efforts by the major economies to tackle the climate crisis” and 

“underscore the urgency – and the economic benefits – of stronger climate action.”  
Objectives of the summit:  

1. Get the world’s major economies to reduce emission in this decade while also getting the public and 
private sector involvement.  

2. Show how climate action can have economic and social benefits. Build new businesses and industries.  
3. Using the technology available to adapt to climate change but also reduce emissions. Use nature-based 

solutions to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.  
4. Protect lives and livelihoods by finding ways to adapt to climate change.  

Announcements by US:  
1. It was announced that the U.S. would cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 50%-52% by 2030 relative to 

2005 levels.  
2. It was also announced that the U.S. would double its annual financing commitments to developing 

countries by 2024, including a tripling of its adaptation finance by 2024.  
 

50. National Panchayati Raj Day:  
● The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act came into effect on 24 April 1993 marking the formalisation of 

the Panchayati Raj system in India.  
● Hence, the day is commemorated as the National Panchayati Raj Day annually in the country.  

 

51. Deep Time Project:  
● The Deep Time project in France’s Lombrives Cave came to an end. 

As part of the project, a group of 15 people stayed in and explored 
the cave for 40 days and 40 nights.  

● They slept in tents, made their own electricity, and had no contact 
with the outside world.  

● The Deep Time project looked at how a lack of external touch 
affects one’s perception of time.  

● Its aim was to investigate how people adjust to dramatic changes in 
their living conditions and environments.  

● Scientists at the Human Adaption Institute leading the $1.5 million “Deep Time” project say the 
experiment will help them better understand how people adapt to drastic changes in living conditions 
and environments.  
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52.  RBI caps age at 70 for bank MD, CEO, director positions:  
● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has fixed the tenure of MD, CEO and whole-time director (WTD) in a 

private sector bank at 15 years and prescribed the maximum age of 70 years for such functionaries.  
● The maximum age limit for chairman and non-executive directors has been fixed at 75 years.  

 

53. India Joins League of Nations That Can Manufacture Single Crystal 
Components for Helicopters:  
● The DRDO has developed the single crystal blades technology and supplied 60 of these blades to HAL as 

part of its indigenous helicopter development programme.  
● With this, India has joined the league of nations, including USA, UK, France and Russia, that have the 

capability to manufacture single crystal (SX) components which are used for helicopter engines.  
A single-crystal, or monocrystalline, solid is a material in which the crystal lattice of the entire sample is 
continuous and unbroken to the edges of the sample, with no grain boundaries.  
 

54. Places in News- Sahel:  
● Chad, the former French colony is now prime outpost of the West in 

fighting Islmamist militants across the Sahel. France still has a 
strong military presence in the sahel region.  

● The Sahel is the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition in 
Africa between the Sahara to the north and the Sudanian savanna 
to the south.  

● Having a semi-arid climate, it stretches across the south-central 
latitudes of Northern Africa between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Red Sea.  

● The Sahel part of Africa includes northern Senegal, southern 
Mauritania, central Mali, northern Burkina Faso, the extreme south of Algeria, Niger, the extreme north 
of Nigeria, the extreme north of Cameroon and Central African Republic, central Chad, central and 
southern Sudan, the extreme north of South Sudan, Eritrea, and the extreme north of Ethiopia.  

 

55. KOWLOON PENINSULA:  
● Hong Kong is set to grant a site on the western 

Kowloon peninsula, to China’s national security office 
for its permanent base in the city.  

● The Kowloon Peninsula is a peninsula that forms the 
southern part of the main landmass in the territory of 
Hong Kong, alongside Victoria Harbour and facing 
toward Hong Kong island.  

 
 

56. CoWIN:  
● It is a cloud-based IT solution for planning, 

implementation, monitoring, and evaluation 
of Covid-19 vaccination in India.  

● The Co-WIN platform is owned by the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  

 
 
 

57. Exercise Varuna 2021:  
● Exercise Varuna is an Indo-French naval 

exercise that is held annually since.  
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● 2021 was the 19th edition of the exercise and it was held in the Arabian Sea.  
 

58. Python-5:  
● DRDO conducts maiden trial of Python-5 Air to Air Missile.  
● Python is a family of air-to-air missiles (AAMs) built by the 

Israeli weapons manufacturer Rafael Advanced Defense 
Systems.  

● Python 5 can engage enemy aircraft from very short ranges 
and near beyond visual range.  

 

59. Tianhe module:  
● It is the first module of China's planned space station.  
● The core module, currently the largest spacecraft 

developed by China, was launched into low earth orbit 
by a Long March-5B rocket, marking the first step of 
China's efforts to build its own station in two years.  

● The Tianhe module will act as the management and 
control hub of the space station Tiangong.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

60. World's Oldest Water:  
World's Oldest Water Found in Canada Sheds Light on the Beginning of 
Life.  

● In 2019, geologist and earth sciences professor Dr. Barbara 
Sherwood Lollar of the University of Toronto received the top 
science prize of the Gerhard Herzberg Canada Gold Medal for 
Science and Engineering worth $1 million for discovering the 
world's oldest water.  

● It was found at a depth of 2.4 kilometers in Kidd Creek Mine.  
● The water is highly saline, which is ten times saltier than seawater.  

 

61. MACS 1407:  
● It is a high-yielding and pest-resistant variety of soybean developed by Indian 

Scientists.  
● It is suitable for cultivation in the states of Assam, West Bengal, Jharkhand, 

Chhattisgarh and North-Eastern states.  
● The new variety has been developed by scientists from MACS – Agharkar Research 

Institute (ARI), Pune.  
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● The variety was developed using the conventional cross breeding technique.  
● Its thick stem, higher pod insertion (7 cm) from ground, and resistance to pod shattering make it 

suitable even for mechanical harvesting.  
● It is suitable for rain-fed conditions of north-east India.  

 

62. UK becomes first country to announce regulation of use of self-driving 
vehicles:  
● The UK has become the first country to announce regulation of the use of self-driving vehicles at slow 

speeds on motorways.  
● The government will start with Automated Lane Keeping Systems (ALKS) - which use sensors and 

software to keep cars within a lane, allowing them to accelerate and brake without driver input.  
● The use of ALKS would be restricted to motorways, at speeds under 60 km per hour.  

 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

