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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. What are Sattras?

Context:

It is common to see politicians often going to
different Sattras to seek blessings or extolling t
virtues of Sankardeva, especially in the-qumto
elections.

N
Q\ D

¢ ¢

>

N
Ve
©

What are Sattras?
Sattras are monastic institutions created;
as part of the 16th astury Neo S
Vaishnavite reformist movement started §
by Vaishnavite saineformer Srimanta ==
Sankaradeva (1449596).

These Sattras/Thans were established as centres of religious, social and cultural reforms in the 16th
century across Assam.

Sattras promulgat¢ | Y1 F NRS@I Qa dzyAljdzS daé2NEKALI (KNP dz3aK
(xattriya) and theatre (bhauna).

91FNOK {FGGNY KIF& F yYIFEFY3IKEFENI 062NBKALI KFff0 &
Monks, known as bhakats, are inductetb Sattras at a young age. They may or may not be celibate,
depending on the kind of Sattra they are inducted into.

2KFG A& {FylFrNRSGIQa LIKAf2a2LKeK
Sankardeva propagated a form of Bhakti called-ghkarananaamdhrama, and espoused a society
based m equality and fraternity, free from caste differences, orthodox Brahmanical rituals and
sacrifices.
His teaching focused on prayer and chanting (naam) instead of idol worship. His dharma was based
the four components of deva (god), naam (prayers),Kalta (devotees), and guru (teacher).

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: What are Sattaras? Discuss their significance.
1. What are Sattaras?
2. About NeaVaishnavite reformist Link:
movement. https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
3. About Srimanta Sankaradeva. nedthe-politicalsignificanceof-assarmsattras
4. His teachings. 7217118/

2. Declaration Of World Higage Sites By UNESCO:

Context:
Ministry of Culture said:
1. W5 K2t | @A NI Y has beensdibimittdd §6r nordinat@rtof World Heritage Site in 2P020.
2. Nominationdossierso¥{ I YOGAY A1 SOl y> LYRAI Q | iaRe beehbubnigs R 9
to UNESCO for the year 2022 cycle.
At present, India ha88 World Heritage Properties. Besiddadia has 42 sites listed under Tentative List
which is a preequisite condition for inscription as World Heritage Site.

What is a World Heritage st?

A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or-made area or a structure that is of international
importance, and a space which requires special protection.
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..Ta; Mahal
Key facts: Fateéu&z]r Agra Fort P o Kazu'anga National Park
. 1 I i i i H Ram ka Vau Kha‘uraho Monuments "‘glfg\!lrl‘%i“g g Manas Wikdilfe anctuary
1. The list is maintained by the internations o

. Elcra Caves
member states which are elected by the ., c.,. %t st
General Assembly. W Ghats ),
. . . (Sahyadri) Monuments
2. Each World Heritage Site remains part c ot Pattadakal
. . N I
the legal territory of the state wherein cSurchesand\e e emar
the site is locatedrad UNESCO consider: Wn Ghas )
It in the intereSt Of the international “fa’"f“aka Nilgiri Monuments at Mahabalipuram g
- - 28 Rallway ’
community to preserve each site. g R, R o %

3. To be selected, a World Heritage Site (Nigin) -ttt i ?
must be an already classified landmark, °
unique in some respect as a .
geographically and historically identifiable place hawpgcial cultural or physical significance.

Instalinks: 2. What is endangered list?
Prelims Link: 3. What is tentative list?
1. Who declares a site as world heritage site? 4. WHS in India and their locations?

3. Konark Sun Temple:

Context:
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is carrying out the conservation of the Sun Temple at Konark.

About the Temple:
1.

2.
3.

www.insightsonindia.com 8 InsightslAS

These sites are officially recognised by 0 1000
the UN and the United Nations e
Educational Sentific and Cultural
Organisation, also known as UNESCO.
UNESCO believes that the sites classifie s e

as Wor'ld Heritage are important for Lecf;';%gfn' G
humanity, and they hold cultural and Nujonl e
physical significance.

o Cultural Heritage

= Natural Heritage

» Mountain Railway

0 Mixed heritage (in several countries together)

Humayun's Tomb

Qutub Minar.g
Keoladeo ~ Red Fort

o National Parkm

Hill Forts of Rajasthan

Khangchendzonga
National Park!

Chan paner-Pavagadh o Buddhlsl Monuments, Mahabodhi T
Archaeological Pagrk Sanchi Bodh Gaya
o Rock Shelters

of Bhimbetka

World Heritage Programme administere«
by the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO

Sundarbans
National Park

Aanta Caves Sun Temple

Bult in the 13th century, the Konark temple was conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with
12 pairs of exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses.

It was built byKing Narasimhadeva the great ruler of Ganga dynasty.

The temple was inaded inUNESCO World Heritage Site1984 for its architectural greatness and
also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work.

The temple is a perfect blend &hlinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient natural
beauty.

It is protected underthe National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its

Rules (1959).

The Konark i K S KANR Ay f( \4

Triangle.The first link is Jagannath Puri and th Cliissn
secondlink is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of "

Odisha). - :
This temple was also knownds. [ ! / Y t {f)ﬁ"“‘:vw

due to its dark color and used as a navigationa '
landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha. Similarlyw
the Jagannath Temple in Puri was caties MmN

G2 KAGS tF3I2RI £
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8. It remains a major pilgrimage site for Hindus, who gather here every ye#nddChandrabhaga Mela
around the month of February.

Instal inks: 4. Which temple is popularly known as White
Prelims Link: Pagoda?

1. About Konark Sun temple.

2. About Kalinga architecture. Mains Link:

3. About Chandrabhaga Mela. Write a note on Kalinga Style of Architecture.

4. Tomar king Anangpal II:

Context:

The government has recently formed a committee to popularise the legacy ofcehtinry Tomar king,
Anangpal II.

Who was Anangpal I1?

1. Belonged to e Tomar dynasty that ruled parts of presatay Delhi
and Haryana between the 8th and 12th centuries.

2. Anangpal Tomar Il was succeeded by his grandson Prithviraj Chaut
who was defeated by the Ghurid forces in the Battle of Tarain (prese
day Haryanagfter which the Delhi Sultanate was established in 1192 ,

3. The Tomar dynasty shifted its capital in the 8th century), to Dhillikapes s
(Delhi) during the reign of Anangpal 1.

4. He gave Delhi its present name and also repopulated it.

5. He built Lal Kot fort asthAnangtal Baoli.

InstalLinks: 4. Important battles and outcomes.

Prelims Link:
1. About Tomar Kingdom. Link:
2. Important Kings and their contributions. https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tomar
3. Their capitals. -king-anangpalii-legacydelhi-7237182/

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. Lachit Borphukan:

Context:

In the runup to the polls in Assam, the name Afiom general Lachit
Borphukan,credited with defeating the Mughals in the Battle of
Saraighat (1671), has been frequently invoked.

Who was Lachit Borphukan?
He wasa commander in the Ahom kingdom. L
Known for his leadershipthe 1671 Battle of Saraighahat thwarted a drawrout attempt by Mughal
forces under the command of Ramsingh | to take over Ahom kingdom.
Thebattle of Saraighatvas fought on the banks of the Brahmaputra in Guwahati.
TheNational Defence Academy (NDAver since 1999 has been conferring the best passing out cade
with the Lachit Borphukan gold medal.

Background:

During the last phase ¢ifie Battle of Saraighatwhen the Mughals attacked the Assamese forces through the
river in Saraighat, many Assamesddiers began losing their will to fight. It was Lachit's clarion call to all the
soldiers that made them fight till their last breath, ultimately resulting in the defeat of the Mughals.

Instal inks: 1. Lachit Borphukam is famously remembered
Prelims Link: for?
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2. Battle of Saraighat was fought between?
3. Which Indian Organization awards Lachit Mains Link:Discuss the causes and outcomes of
Borphukan gold medal. the Battle ofSaraighat.

Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/articlegxplained/borphukarbjp-13th-century-ahomgeneralasa-hindu-
swadeshiwarrior-7242058/

Topics: The Freedom Struggle T its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from diff erent parts of the country.

1. Padyatra to commemorate salt march:

Context:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off the foot march temact the historic Mahatma Gandhd Salt
March, while launching KS W! T F RA Yl ! YNYzi al K2Gal #Qx G(KS 320

LYRAIFI Qa4 LYRSLISYRSyOS®

The march from Sabarrtiddshram in Ahmedabad to Dandi in Navsari district, a distance of 386 km, Wi

take 25 days.
It will markthe 91st anniversary of the historic march against the tax on salt imposed by the British in
India.

About the 75th anniversary celebrations:
To becontinued till August 15, 2023 under five themes of the celebrations as the guiding force for moving
forward, keeping dreams and duties as the inspiration. The themes are:
Freedom Struggle.
Ideas at 75.
Achievements at 75.
Actions at 75.
Resolves at 75.

arhoObPE

About the Salt Satyagraha:
hy al NOK MHX M@
l KYSRIFIOFR (2 GK
on salt.
The Salt March began on March 12, 1930 and continued till April 6, 1930.
It was a 24day Salt March, which was natolent in nature, is historically significantia$ed to the
mass Civil Disobedience Movement.
Upon reachig the seashore in Dandi, Mahatma Gandhi broke the law by producing illegal salt.

4

nz al K Y YOI NJSR | KAZ
AT I y  ( tKeSBrit&hildviédS Q 2

I
2T

<

F KT
tI 3

) O

Why Gandhiji chose Salt Satyagraha to start the civil disobedience movement?
In every Indian household, salt was indispensable, yet people were forbidden from makiegesealor
domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high price.
The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular; by making it his target, Gandhiji hoped to mobil
a wider discontent against British rule.
Salt was chosen to symbolize tharstof civil disobedience movement because salt was deemed as
something on which each Indian had the basic right.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the significance and outcomes of Dandi
1. About Salt March. March.
2. Causes, effects and outcome
3. About the Civil Disobedience Movement. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Hone/MShareA
4. Key leaders. rticle?0rgld=GJV8CC176.1&imageview=0
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Topics: Women and women related issues.

1.Y¢KS hLILIRZNUdzyAué LYRSE HAHMQ NBL
Context:
It is a new report by LinkedIn.
The survey, conducted in January, saw patrticipation from more than 10,000 respondentstiaeross
Asia Pacific (APAC) regidhcovered 2,285 respondents in India.

Key findings:
1. 9in 10 or 89 per cent of women were negatively impacted by the coronavémnggmic.
2. About 85%, or four in five working women in India believe they have missed out on a raise, promotig
or work offer because of their gender. This average stands at 60% for the Asia Pacific (APAC) regio
3. More women in India have experienced thepatt of gender on career development when compared
to the APAC region.

Challenges for women:
1. Lack of time and discrimination for family care.
2. Gender is a barrier when it comes to attaining opportunities.
3. Lack of guidance through networks.
4. Workplace discmination because of household responsibilities.

InstaLinks: Mains Link More women in India have
Prelims Link: experienced the impact of gender on career
1. W¢KS hLILRNIdzyAG& Ly RS developmem RheMddrhparatlio the dsia Pacific
released by? (APAC) region. Discuss.
2. Sex Ratiolndia.
3. Women in workforcebrief overview. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA

rticle?0rgld=GOR8B2PBG.1&imageview=0

Jz2 |

=

2. Disha (Special Courts for Specified Offences against Women and Children

Bill:
Context:
The Union government infmed the Lok Sabha that an intarinisterial consultation for the Andhra Pradesh
Disha (Special Courts for Specified Offences against Women and Children) Bill, 2020, had been initiated.
The Bill paves the way for awarding the death penalty for rape and ggpe.

Background:

The Bill was reserved by the Governor for assent of the President.
Bills received from States for assent of President are processed in consultation with the nodal
ministries/departments.

Key features of the Bill:

1. It envisages theompletion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 working daybere there is
adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing the total judgment time to 21 days from the existing fou
months.

2. It prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offencgaiast children and include®ection 354 F
and 354 G in IPC.

3. In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act states two years
imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for second and subsequent convictions. Far this,
new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860.
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4. As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, operate and maintain a register in
electronic form, tobe called KS W2 2 YSy g
| KAt RNBY h T T SlyisRegibtdy wilhbs i .
made public and will be available to law Tackling crime

The key aspects of the A.P. Criminal Law (Amendment)

enforcement agengles. . . . Bill, 2019, which will be tabled in the ongoing winter
5. The government will establistxclusive special session of the State Legislature
courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. = Death penalty for

. . . ff
These courts will exclusively deal with Cases Of e s gamarane

offences against women and children including . sobe and trial

rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social will be completed
] in 7 and 14 working

media harassmemf women, sexual harassment  days respectively

and all cases under the POCSO Act. = Judgment time reduced

. : : : to 21 days from the
6. The government YVI|| constitutspecial p_ollc_e Sithig] & ont
teams at the district leveto be called District
Special Police Team to be headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women agual. childr

7. The government will also appoiatspecial public prosecutor for each exclusive special court.

InstalLinks: 3. About POCSO Act.
Prelims Link: 4. Highlights of the Disha Bill.
1. Powers of Governor to reserve state bills
for President's asss. Mains Link:
2. Procedure to be followed. Discuss the significance of AP Disha Bill.

3. Plea to constitute district medical boards:
Conext:
The Supreme Court has asked the government to respond to a plea to constitute district medical boards wit
expert gynaecologists and even paediatricians to help rape survivors.
The court also said that if a woman is raped and is pregnant, she mustdoabout her legal rights.

What's the case?

The court was hearing the case of ayetrold rape survivor seeking an abortion.

However, following a report from a medical board, to which the top court had referred her, she withdrew her
plea fortermination of pregnancy.

Need for:
This case highlighted the need for setting up medical boards in every district so that rape survivors could
benefit from early medical intervention and not be forced to go through more trauma.
There has been a strong push against the law, which imposeseseestrictions on the reproductive
choice of a woman, her personal liberty and bodily autonomy.
Several affected women, even rape survivors,
have approached the apex court against the 19 i .

law. = Cabinet Decision
i Medical Termination of Pregnancy
So fqr, the apex court has dealt with pleas for ki e
medicaltermination of pregnhancy on a case- =
case basis. SALIENT FEATURES OF AMENDMENTS
Enhancing the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks
What the law says? “ for special categories of women which will be defined
Section 3 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act in the cmendmentsto the MIbRules
1971prohibits termination of pregnancy after 20 weeks. :
. . . . Upper gestation limit not to apply in cases of substantial
An e_xceptlon .t(.) the IaVY .IS made if a reglstered @ foetal abnormalities diagnosed bt Medical Board.
medical practitioner ceifies to a court that the
continued pregnancy is ldgreatening for the Name and other particulars of a woman whose
pregnancy has been terminated shall not be revealed
mother. “ except to a person authorised in any law for the time

being in force.
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Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 208(passed by the Lok Sabha and it will be discussed|

in the Rajya Sabha.
It seeks to extend the upper limit for pertting abortions from 20 weeks to 24 under special
circumstances.

Abortion vs Fundamental Right:
¢KS GNRIKG (2 SESNDAAS NBLNRBRAzOGAGS
full term or to terminate it. This choicelisi G KS O2NB 2F 2y SQ LINA @ Oz R

integrity, self determination and right to health recognised!bXi A Of S H ™ 2 F GKS /2ya
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link Mains Link:
1. Provisions in the new bill vs 1971 act. Discuss how Medical Termination of Pregnancy
2. Time limit for abortion in India vs other (Amendment) Bill, 2020 strives to provide
countries. reproductive rights to women in India.
3. Contraceptivefailure clause.
4. Constitution and composition of Medical Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Hme/MShareA
Board. rticle?0rgld=GJV8CC172.1&imageview=0

4. Orunudoi scheme:
Context:

OKZ)\OS Aad GK

i A

Launched in December 2020 by the Assam Government, Orunudoi scheme is one of the most popular schgmes

of the state.

About the Scheme:
Under the scheme, a monthly assistance of Rs 830 is transferred to women members of marginalise
families of Assam.
Onaccount of being a DBT, or a Direct Benefit Transfer scheme, the money is credited directly to the

ol yl FOO02dyd 2F GKS s2YLy KSR 2F b FLYAtR® o
¢ S a C)K SYS 3IA@Sa 4Gl OK2 A @Sonbha théykvant thigpentldhdiry Ry
2ySe¢
Eligibility:

1. The applicant, a woman, has to be a permanent resident of Assam, whose composite household
income should be less than Rs 2 lakh per annum.

2. Families with specialgbled members and divorced/widem/separated /unmarried women are
prioritised. Poorer families, those without National Food Security Act (NFSA) or ration cards, are als
given priority.

3. Families without any women members, MPs, MLAs (former and current), members of Panchayati Ra
institutions and urban local bodies, government officials and employees of cooperative societies are
excluded from the scheme.

4. Families owning fouwheelers, mechanised boats, tractors or refrigerators, ACs and washing
machines, or more than 15 bighas of agtietdl land, are not eligible either.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of the scheme.
1. Key features of the scheme.
2. Eligibility. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
3. Beneficiaries. ssamorunudoischemeexplained7230383/

5. Corrective voice from top court against stereotyping women:

Context:
in its latest judgement, the Supreme Court has:
Forbid judges from making gender stereotypical comments.
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Stopped courts from trying to mandate marriage or compromise between a sex offender and his
victim.
The judgment was based on an appeal against a Madhya Pradesh High Court order directingdn allege

Y2t SaadSNI G2 altt2gé KAa QGAOGAY G2 GAS I NI{KA 2y K
Need for:

'[he judgment came days after the court ran into a maelstrom of criticism after the Chief Justice ofJnina (CJ),
RAZNAY 3 | @ANIdzZ f KSFENAYy3 2y a llaMi@Kio enguireNBetider NiicBeRtt & | | &

would marry the survivor.

Need for these measures:
Gender stereotypical comments by the top court diminish a sexual offence and tend to trivialise the
survivor.
Even a solitary instance of such order or utteranceoiart, reflects adversely on the entire judicial
system of the country, undermining the guarantee to fair justice to all, and especially to victims of
sexual violence (of any kind from the most aggravated to theadled minor offences).

Notable judgments which have lashed out at sex stereotyping include:
The framing othe Vishaka Guidelinesn sexual harassment of women in working places.
Wdza G AOS 5®, & / KIyRNI OKdzZRQa KA&AG2NARO 2dzRAYSy
Pamanent Commissiom KAf S RSodzy{Ay3a GKS SadGlrofAaKYSydaQ
weaker than men.

Inthe AnujGargcase] KS { dzLINSYS / 2dz2Nli KFR NBo6dzl SR adKS
GAY LINY OGAOIT STFSOuUEtDIzodza2 X$YyE PeaAS2Y I LIS
Instal inks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Gender stereotypical comments biyet top court
1. Vishaka Guidelines. diminish a sexual offence and tend to trivialise the
2. Anuj Garg case is related to? survivor. Comment.

3. About Permanent Commission for women.

Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/supremeourt-forbidsjudgesfrom-
makinggendetrstereotypicalcomments/article34125046.ece/amp/

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1. City Innovation Exchange (CiX):

Context:
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affailas launched &ity Innovation Exchange (CiX)

What is it?
1. The CiX will connect cities to innovators across the national ecosystem to design innovative solution
for their pressing challenges.
2. The platform will eae the discovery, design & validation of solutions through a robust, transparent an
usercentric process that will reduce barriers for innovators and cities to discover fitting solutions.
3. .dAfd 2y GKS O2yO0SLII 2F w2 WSy KSY d @160 RFy AR Sit
inside out, enhancing the skills and capacity required to deliver smart urban governance.

Significance of the platform:
The platform brings together Citizei@rganisationsAcademic Business€3overnment to cecreate
sdutions for the future of Urban India.
The platform will help cities in adopting solutions that will enhance the quality of life for their
residents. Moreover, it will significantly improve the Ease of Doing Business.
It will also be a significant additido the growing innovation ecosystem of India as it focuses on
fostering innovative practices in cities.
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InstaLinks: 4. About Smart Cities Missio

Prelims Link:
1. About CiX. Mains Link:
2. Objectives. Discuss the challenges involved in the
3. Features. implementation of the Smart Cities Mission.

2. Ease of Living Index (EoLl):

Context:
The Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry In@leased the final rankings of Ease of Living Index (EoLlI) 2020.

What is it? o . Ease of Living Framework

The Ease of Living Index (EoLl) is an assessment tool -

evaluateghe quality of life and the impact of various

S quaiity P 35% 15% 20% 30%

initiatives for l-_”ban development.. ] Weightage Weightage Weightage Weightage
It pr_owde; a C_o_mprehen&vun_derStandmg of . Quality of Economic Sustainability ~ Citizen
participating cities across India based on quality  Life Ability Perception
of life, economieability of a city, and its oy

sustainability and resilience. }
i

How were the cities ranked?

Education Environment Citizen
The analysis categorises them into: s P Percepton
1. Million+ populated cities (those with a S and Buldings Y
population of more than a million). Shelter oo | o
2. Less than Million populated cites (those with a . WASH and OPPOTONES | Consumption
population of less than a million) along with all City Resiience
the cities under the Smart Cities Program. R
+ Sofety and

Security

EoLI 2020 ranking:

1. Million+ category: Bengaluru emerged as the to
performer folowed by Pune, Ahmedabad,
Chennai, Surat, Navi Mumbai, Coimbatore, Vadodara, Indore, and Greater Mumbai.

2. Inthe Less than Million category: Shimla was ranked the highest in ease of living, followed by
Bhubaneshwar, Silvassa, Kakinada, Salem, Vellore, Gagehi Gurugram, Davangere, and
Tiruchirappalli.

Recreation

Instal inks: Mains Link Discuss the significance of recently
Prelims Link: released Urban Affairs Ministry's Ease of Living
1. About EoLlI. Index (EoLl).
2. Ranking Methodology.
3. Top performers. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA

rticle?0rqgld=GQ8BELUO0.1&imageview=0

3. Municipal Performance Index 2020:

Context:
Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has relegeedMunicipal Performance Index 2020
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It seeks to simplify and eluate the complexities in local governance practice and promote the ethos
of transparency and accountability. RN S A
Municipal Performance Index (MPI) 2020: Rank Erprsetitont i
The MPI examined the sectoral performance of 111 Municipality S Municipality o
municipalities (with Delhi being assessed separately
for NDMC, and the three Municipal Corporations)
across five verticals which comprise of 20 sectors ar
100 indicators in all totality.

The five verticals under MPI ar8ervices, Finance,
Policy, Technology and Governance. | Brana Chnciiyad a2.0d B 2B

Indore 66.08 New Delhi MC 52.92

~

Surat 60.82 Tirupat: 51.69

3 Bhopal 59.04 Gandhinagar 51.59

5 Pune 58.79 Salem 49.04
Ranking of cities:
The assessmerftamework under MP1 2020 has
classified municipalities based on their population 7 Raipu 5498 Bilaspur 4799
Million+ (municipalities having over a million
population) and Less than Million Population.
1. Inthe Million+ category: Indore has emerged °  Visakhapamam Thansi 4104
as the highest ranked municipalitpllowed o
by Surat and Bhopal.
2. Inthe Less than Million category: New Delhi Municipal Council has emerged as the leader, followed
Tirupati and Gandhinagar.

6 Ahmedabad 57.60 Tiruppur 489

8 Greater Mumbai 3436 Udaipur 4797

Vadodara 52.68 Tirunelveli 47.02

Instal inks: Mains Link Discuss the significance of recently
Prelims Link: released Urban Affairs Ministry's Municipal

4. About MPI. Performance Index (MPI) 2020.

5. Ranking Methodology.

6. Top performers. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA

rticle?0rgld=GPQS8BELUOQ.1&imageview=0

Topics: Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the
Indian subcontinent)

1. North East Cane and Bamboo Developn@mincil (NECBDC):

Context:
TheUnion Territory of Jammu & Kashmivill set up three Bamboo Clusters through technical knowhow and
collaboration fromNorth East Cane and Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC).
Each of the three clusters will be devoted to {m@duction of Agarbatti, baskets and charcoal
respectively.

About NECBDC:

Formerlyknowna®/ I yS I yR . | Y022 58S @SKNEERDCSvgsincarparamd@iththe o6 /| .
objective of organizing the hitherto untapped bamboo sector of North East India.
WIYyS YR .1Y022Q Ay W3YY
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has huge Bamboo reserves that can boost its economy in
future.

Bamboo cultivation can revolutionise the industry in Jammu and Kashmir in-aftedive manner

and can open new gates for thewmg startups.

The UT Gouvt. is in the process of identifying 100 venues and will identify the programs to be held the
in the first phase.

National Bamboo Mission (NBM):
The mission was launched in April 2018.
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It aims toincrease area unddyamboo cultivation and also adopting region based strategies to promote
bamboo products.
The NBM envisages promoting holistic growth of bamboo sector by adoptingbasedal, regionally
differentiated strategy and to increase the area under bamboo culbwasind marketing.
The NBM will be a subcheme oNational Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) under the
umbrella scheme Krishonnati Yojana.

InstaLinks: 3. Climatic conditions.
Prelims Link: 4. About NBM.
1. BambooCultivation in India. 5. About NECBDC.

2. Key Bamboo growing states.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. What is space hurricane?

Context:

Scientists from China recentllyscovered a space hurricane for the first time ever above the North pole.
Previously, it was believed, space hurricanes were a theoretical phenomenon.

Key facts:
As per their report, the hurricane measured roughly 600 miles across and rained down charged
electrons for as long as eight hours.
The space hurricane spun counterclockwise at speeds up to 4,700 miles per hour, the academic pa
reported.
The hurricanevas reported in space directly above the North Pole.

Why it matters?
The new finding could help scientists learn more about how the Sun affects Earth's atmosphere, gathering
more details on how space weather might harm satellites and other objects i orb

What are space hurricanes?
They are thought to be a result of the solar wind and Earth's magnetic field interacting.
It is a huge, funndike, spiral geomagnetic storm that occurs above the polar lonosphere of Earth,
during extremely quiet conditias.
They are related to the aurora borealis phenomenon, as the electron precipitation from the storm's
funnel produces gigantic, cyclosdaped auroras.
They are made up of plasmas, consisting of extremely hot ionized gases that rotate at extremely hig
speeds.

a
Formation: ,.
Space hurricanes are caused by Hecron SE
plasma unleashed from the sun Mo
as solar wind. These charged
particle clouds travel through
space and fuel magnetic storms
as they interact with magnetic
fields.

<P Electron
Precipitations

Projected Reconnection Site
lonospheric Flow

Impact:
The researchers think
these kinds of storms
could create more drag
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on satellites and interfere with radio signals and communications, making these events particularly
important to understand.

Instal inks: 4. Where is it formed?

Prelims Link: 5. How is it different from regular hurricanes?
1. What is a space hurricane?
2. Formation. Mains Link:
3. Key features. Write a note on space hurricanes.

INSICEESS
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme

with that of other countries.

1.{/

Context:

18814 { GO%icRponquita S64 2V

The Supreme Court has decided to examine whetherdndira Sawhney verdict of 1992eeds a relook.

What's the issue?

In 1992, the Supreme Court fixed reservation for the marginalised and the poor in government jobs and
SRAzZOI GA2y Il AyadAaddzZiazya G pm:x SEOSLIW Ay GSEGN
However, over the years, several States, suddalsarashtra and Tamil Naduhave crossed the Rubicon and
passed laws which allow reservation shooting over 60%.

Recently, a fivgudge Bench set up to hear the challengghe Maratha guota law,decidednot to

confine the question of reservation spilling over the 50% limit to just Naashtra.

The Bench expanded the ambit of the case by making other States party and inviting them to make

their stand clear on the question of whether reservation should continue to remain within the 50%

boundary or not.

Why 50%7
The Other Backward Glaa S a =

4 ARSYGAFTASR oeé
according to the 1931 Census, the last enumeration of castes in the country. The court, however, did not de

iKS

al yRI f

with the question of population while ruling that althougéservation was fine, it must be capped.

Tamilnadu's case:
¢KS aidlrisqQa 'aasSvyof e

Act, 1993 to keep its reservation limit intact at 69%.

LJ a&SR
(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutions and Appointments or PostsSeitviees under the State)

iKS

¢ YAt

b I Rdz

The law was subsequently included inb@ Ninth Schedule of the Constitution through the 76th
Constitution Amendment passed by Parliament in 1994.

Overview of Maratha Quaa law:
The Bombay High Court had, in June 2019, reduced
guantum of reservation for Marathas from the 16%
recommended by the Gaikwad Commission to 12% ii
education and 13% in employment.
With the implementation of the Maharashtra
law, the vertical quda in the state could go up
to 68% which was earlier 52% before the
passing of the lawThis aspect will also come
under question.

Since the Indra Sawhney verdict gives a pass

breach of the 50% quota rule only in
exceptional circumstances, the courtiiave
to test if the Maharashtra law qualifies to be
an exception.

Under scrutiny

The Constitution Bench will decide on these broad issues:

= Whether the /ndira
Sawfiney ludgment of 1992,
which fixed reservation at
50%, requires a relook by a
larger Bench “in the light of
subsequent constitutional
amendments, judgments
and changed social
dynamics of the society”

= Whether the Maratha
quota law Is covered by the

exemption of “exceptional _—

circumstances” by
which reservation can =
cross the 50% mark .

How does the Maratha reservation relate to the Indra Sawhney case?
1. Based orthe 102nd Amendmento the Constitution, which gives the President powers to notify
backward classes, the cawvill have to look into whether states have similar powers.

2. Also, since this power flows from the Constitution, whether the President is still required to comply

with the criteria set by the Supreme Court in the Mandal case.
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= Whether the 102nd
Constlitutlanal Amendment
Act deprives a State legis-
lature of its pawer to enact
a legislation to identify
socially and economically
backward classes within
the State to confer quota
benefits to them

= Whether Article 342A
abrogates a State's power
to legislate for or classify
“any backward class of
" citizens", and thereby,

"X ~ affects the federal

policy/structure

"
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3. The relevance of the Indra®hney criteria is also under question in another case in which the validity
of the 103rd Amendmentas been challenged. The 103rd Amendment, passed in 2019, provides for
10% reservation in government jobs and educational institutions for the economigsdliyer section
in the unreserved category.

Instal inks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Recently, a fivgudge Bench set up to hear the
1. About the 103rd Constitutional challenge to the Maratha quota law, decided not to
Amendment Act. confine the question of reservation spilling over the
2. 102 CAAoverview. 50% limit to just Maharashtra. Discube
3. About Maratha Quota law. implications of this move.
4. What is 9th schedule dghe Indian
Constitution. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
5. Indira Sawhney Judgment. rticle?0rgld=GQC8BSR3L.1&imageview=0

2. No-trust vote:

Context:
The noeconfidence motion moved by the Congress against the Bharatiya JanataJRangyak Janta Party
coalition government in Haryana has been defeated by 55 votes to 32.

What is a NeConfidence Motion?
A Council of Ministers is collectively resporesitad the Legislative Assembly and it remains in office till it enjoys
the confidence of majority.
Therefore, a motion of ngonfidence is moved to remove the council of ministers and to remove the
government from the office.

Constitutional provisions:
According to theArticle 750f the Indian Constitution, council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to
the Lok Sabha and as p#rticle 164, the council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative
Assembly of the State.
LokSabha/Legislative Assembly can remove the ministry from the office by passocpnfidence
motion.
Lok Sabh&ule 198 specifies the procedure for a motion of-nonfidence.

What is the procedure to move a NGonfidence Motion?

Against the Governmen& motion of NeConfidence Motion can be introduced only in the Lok Salimaler

rule 198.

There should be a minimum of 50 members to accept the motion. If not, then the motion fails. Before 10 am

any member may provide written notice.
The motion of neconfidence is read by the Speaker within the House and asks all those favouring the
motion to rise.
If 50 MPS are there in favour then the Speaker could allot a date for discussing the motion. But this has
to be done within 10 days.
Then, the motion is puto vote and can be conducted through Voice Vote, Division of Votes or other
means.
If the government loses a confidence motion or if theaomfidence motion is accepted by the majority
then the government has to resign.

What are the conditions related to n@onfidence motion?
It can be moved only in the Lok Sabha or state assembly as the case may be. It cannot be moved in|the
Rajya Sabha or state legislative council.
The neconfidence motion is moved against the entireu@cil of Ministers and not individual ministers
or private members.

InstaLinks: Prelims Link:
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1. What is a neconfidence motion? 7. Articlel164.

2. Who can move it? 8. Difference between censure motion and no

3. Procedure to be followed? confidence motion.

4. Can it be introdued in Rajya Sabha?

5. Majority needed to pass the noonfidence Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
motion. rticle?0rgld=G798C4GC9.1&imageview=0

6. Article 75 is related to?

3. State Election Commissioners:

Context:
The Supreme Court has held thatlependent persons and not bureaucrats should be appointed State
Election Commissioners.

What's the case?
An appeal was filed by the Goa government agaansbrder of the Bombay High Counthich had issued a
stay on certain municipal election notifications issued by the Goa State Election Commission.
The Supreme court has nawpheld the High Court order regarding municipal reservaticarsd
directed the state government to notify reservati® for the municipalities of Mormugao, Margao,
Mapusa, Quepem and Sanguem within the next 10 days.
It also directed the State Election Commission to complete the election process by April 30.

Supreme Court's observations/judgement on independence of #tate election commissioners:
Independent persons and not bureaucrats should be appointed State Election Commissioners. This
necessary because giving government employees the additional charge of State Election
Commissionersis G Y2 O] SNEAG@zIi A B$E 2y al
The States should appoint independent persons as Election Commissioners all along the length and
breadth of the country.

Need for:
¢tKS O2dzNI &l AR (KIFG Ad 61 a8 aRA&(Gdz2NDAYy3IE G2 &aSS 3
an add-on job.
Besides, under the constitutional mandate, it is the duty of the State to not interfere with the
functioning of the State Election Commission.

About the State Election Commission:
The Constitution of India vests in the State Election Comonmissonsisting of a State Election Commissioner,
the superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls for, and the conduct of all
elections to the Panchayats and the Municipalifiagticles 243K, 243ZA)
The State Election Conissioner isappointed by the Governor.
As perarticle 243the Governor, when so requested by the State Election Commission, make availabl
to the State Election Commission such staff as may be necessary for the discharge of the functions
conferred on theSEC by clause (1).
Under the Constitutionestablishment of local selgovernment institutions is the responsibility of the
states (entry 5, List Il, Seventh Schedule).

Powers and removal of state election commissioner:
The State Election Commissioma&sthe status, salary and allowance of a Judge of a High Court and cannot
be removed from office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of a High Court.

The ECI and SECs have a similar mandate; do they also have similar powers?

The povisions ofArticle 243Kof the Constitution, which provides for setting up of SECs, are almost identical t
those ofArticle 324related to the EC. In other words, the SECs enjoy the same status as the EC.

In 2006, the Supreme Court emphasiskd two constitutional authorities enjoy the same powers.
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In Kishan Singh Tomar vs Municipal Corporation of the City of Ahmedatia Supreme Court
directed that state governments should abide by orders of the SECs during the conduct of the

panchayat and municipal elections, just like they follow the instructions of the EC during Assembly and

Parliament polls.

In practice, are theSECs as independent as the EC?

Although state election commissioners are appointed by the state governorsaandnly be removed by

impeachment,in the last two decades many have struggled to assert their independence.
One of the most widely rememberazases of confrontation happened in Maharashtra in 2008. Then
state election commissioner Nand Lal was arrested and sent to jail for two daydarch 2008 after
the Assembly found him guilty of breach of privilege in an alleged conflict over his jucisdiotil

powers.
InstalLinks: 5. Elections to Parliament and state
Prelims Link: legislatures vs Local Bodies.

1. Breach of privilegeapplication,
implications and provisions in this regard. Mains Link:

2. Applicability of impeachment process for Are the State Election Commissions in India as
various bodies under the diian independent as the Election Commission of India?
Constitution. Discuss.

3. Article 243 vs 324, similarities and
differences in powers of state election Link:
commissions vs Election Commission of https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
India. ?0rgld=G3C8CC6I8.1&imageview=0

4. Appeals against decisions of Election
Commissions.

4. National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021.:

Context:
The bill was recently moved in Lok Sabha.

The BiIll:
1. Proposes to amend Sections 21, 24, 33 and 44 of the 1991 Act.

2.t NeLRaSa (KFd GKS a320SNYYSyiGé Ay GKS bl GAz2y}

Governor of Delhi.
3. Gives discretionary posvs to the EG even in matters where the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is
empowered to make laws.

4. Seekstoensurethatthe A& daySOSaadal NARfe& 3INIYGIGSR |y 2 LR NI

any decision taken by the Council of Ministers (orEreghi Cabinet) is implemented.

5. AddsthatthetDQ& 2LIAYA2Yy akKlFft 6S 200FAySR 0ST2NB
on decisions taken by the Cabinet or any individual minister.

6. Bars the Assembly or its committees from making rules ke @ matters concerning dag-day
administration, or to conduct inquiries in relation to administrative decisions.

How is Delhi currently administered?

Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature and it came into being in 1991 under Article 238®A of
Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Skiinth Amendment) Act, 1991.

As per the existing Act, the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws in all matters except public or|
police and land.

What's the issue now?
The Bill has revikthe dispute on the distribution of powers between the elected government and the

Lieutenant Governor (G).
The Supreme Court too had intervened in the matter and delivered its verdict in 2018.
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Supreme Court's 2018 verdict:

_ X e e mm a ) ¢
L D_ Qa 02y 0Odz : dred O *| 7] SCsays LGis bound by ‘aid and advice’
on issues other than police, public| ! of the council of ministers, doesn't have

'IT'S ELECTED GOVT THAT'S ANSWERABLE TO PEOPLE'

Vindication For AAP But There Are Some
Important Caveats

] Centre and the lieutenant

‘independent decision-making powers’ _governor retain exclusive power
orde_r ,and land. ) ~) “Ministers’ decisions must be communicated to LG over land, police, law and order
Decisions of the Council of £_ but this does not mean LG's concurrence is required” |~ no full statehood. “It is clear as
Ministers will , hOWGVGf, have to 2 “LG must remember that it is the elected £_noon day that by no stretch of
b icated to the-G -/ government that is answerable to the people” imagination can NCT of Delhi be

[e1 Commum(l;a e dcl)) i’ . d and | LG can't be obstructionist. “The proviso (that) forms :mm;?ec;::z:; z;‘:;;:ge_’
The G was boun the aid an ~ 1 the bone of contention... envisages a situation where : g
y i LG has a ‘difference of opinion’... ‘on says CJl, reading the order

advice of the council of ministers.
The status of the Lieutenant
Govenor of Delhi is not that of a
Governor of a State, rather he
remains an Administrator, in a
limited sense, working with the
designation of Lieutenant
Governor.

any matter’. The words ‘any matter’ - Under Article 239AA(4), LG can

cannotbe il:nferred to mean _ refer matters to President under
every matter “exceptional circumstances”

If Modi govt had not withdrawn the powers of elected govt
| through illegal orders, precious three years would have been
saved. People of Delhi are grateful to the judiciary — cM Arvind Kejriwal

..It has always been so. We ran a government for 15 years and
whatever the cabinet decided, LG always agreed
."5. —sheila Dikshit, former CM

Concerns:
By making it mandatory for the elected government to route all its files through-t&, the amendments will
SaaSydaAartte Gr1S lFglre (GKS 3I2@0SNYYSyiaQa ldzizy2vye

Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Articles 239A vs 239AA. Write a note on the Constitution (Sixtynth
2. Powers oDelhi Government vs LG. Amendment) At, 1991.
3. How administration of Delhi is different
from administration of other states having Link:
a legislature? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle
4. When did Delhi get a legislature? ?0rgld=GM78CLTCI.1&imageview=0

5. How is Delhi LG appointed?

5. Applicability of Antidefection law for nominated MPs:
Context:
Nominated MP Swapan Dasgupta has resigned from Rajya Sabha, a year before completion of his term.

What's the issue?

The opposition had raised the issue of his disqualification fromaR&pha under the antiefection law
because the BJP had fielded Dasgupta as its candidate for Tarakeswar constituency in the West Bengal
Assembly elections.

Who are Nominated members?
The Rajya Sabha has 12 nominated members from different walks.of lif
The broactriterion for their nomination is that they should have distinguished themselves in fields
like literature, science, art, and social service.
ThePresident nominates such individuaés recommended by the Centre.
Nominated members have the same rightsdarivileges as elected members, with one notable
differencet they cannot vote in the election of the President.

Anti-defection law:
In 1985 the Tenth Schedule, popularly known as the-@efiection law, was added to the Constitution.

The purpose oftte Amendment was to bring stability to governments by deterring MPs and MLAs froim

changing their political parties on whose ticket they were elected.
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The penalty for shifting political loyalties is the loss of parliamentary membership and a bar on
becomirg a minister.

The law specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by MPs invite action under the
law. It covers three types of scenarios with respect to an MP switching parties:
1. When a member elected on the ticket of a polifica LJr NIi & & @2 dzy Gk NAf & 3IAD
party or votes in the House contrary to the wishes of the party.
2. When an MP who has won his or her seat as an independent candidate after the election joins a
political party.
3. For nominated MPs, the lagpecifies that within six months of being nominated to the House, they
can choose to join a political party. But, if they join a party thereafter, then they lose their seat in

Parliament.
InstalLinks: 6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts.
Prelims Link:
1. Names of various committees and Mains Link:
commissions with regard to Anti Defection Examine the provisions of Antlefection law. Has
law. this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss.
2. Committees vs Commissions.
3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
review. nti-defectionlaw-swapandasguptarajyasabha
4. Merger vs Split of political parties. resignation7231491/
5. Is anti defection law applicabléo the

presiding officer?

6. Appropriation Bill gets the nod of Lok Sabha:

Context:

The Lok Sabha has cleateé Appropriation Bill,allowing the Central government to draw funds fréine

Consolidated Fund of Indior its operational requirements and implementation of various programmes.
The Bill was passed after Speaker Om Birlatghtough guillotine, a legislative mechanism to approve
the fasttracking of the passage of outstanding demands for grants without discussion.

What is Appropriation Bill?
Appropriation Bill is a money bill that allows the government to withdraw funai® the Consolidated
Fund of India to meet its expenses during the course of a financial year.
As perarticle 114 of the Constitutionthe government can withdraw money from the Consolidated
Fund only after receiving approval from Parliament.
To put it smply, the Finance Bill contains provisions on financing the expenditure of the government,
and Appropriation Bill specifies the quantum and purpose for withdrawing money.

Procedure followed:

1. The government introduces the Appropriation Bill in the loWweuse of Parliament after discussions on
Budget proposals and Voting on Demand for Grants.

2. The Appropriation Bill is first passed by the Lok Sabha and then sent to the Rajya Sabha.

3. The Rajya Sabha has the power to recommend any amendments in this Béléipiis the
prerogative of the Lok Sabha to either accept or reject the recommendations made by the upper hou
of Parliament.

4. The unigue feature of the Appropriation Bill is its automatic repeal clause, whereby the Act gets
repealed by itself after ineets its statutory purpose.

What happens when the bill is defeated?

Since India subscribes to the Westminster system of parliamentary democracy, the defeat of an Appropriati
Bill (and also the Finance Bill) in a parliamentary vote would necessatsigation of a government or a
general election. This has never happened in India till date, though.

www.insightsonindia.com 24 InsightslAS

(0p))
QX

se



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/

Scope of discussion:
The scope of discussion is limited to matters of public importance or administrative policy implied in
the grants covered bghe Bill and which have not already been raised during the discussion on
demands for grants.
The Speaker may require members desiring to take part in the discussion to give advance intimatior
the specific points they intend to raise and may withholdrpisssion for raising such of the points as in
his opinion appear to be repetition of the matters discussed on a demand for grant.

InstalLinks: 6. Guillotine applicability and implications.
Prelims Link: 7. Components of annual financial statement.
1. Appropriation vs Finance billsimilarities
and differences. Mains Link:
2. Scope of discussion and amendments to Differentiate between appropriation bill and
appropriation bill. finance bill under Article 110 of the Indian
3. Powers of Rajya Sabha wrt to Constitution.
Appropriation Bill vs role of speaker.
4. Procedure to be followed while passing Link:
appropriation bill vs financial bills. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Consolidated vs Comtgency funds. ?0rgld=GRH8CT4K8.1&imageview=0

7. Supplementary demand for grants:

Context:
The Lok Sabha has passed the supplementary demand for grants (second batch 212020

What are Supplementary Demands for Grants?
The supplementary demand for grants is needed for government expenditure over and above the amount fa
which Parliamentargapproval was already obtained during the Budget session.

Constitutional provisions:
Supplementary, additional or excess grants and Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants ar
mentioned in the Constitution of India 1949.

Article 115:Sipplementary, additional or excess grants.

Article 116:Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants.

Procedure to be followed:
1. When grants, authorised by the Parliament, fall short of the required expenditure, an estimate is
presented before the Parliament for Supplementary or Additional grants.
2. These grants are presented and passed by the Parliament before the end of thediyaaci
3. When actual expenditure incurred exceeds the approved grants of the Parliament, the Ministry of
Finance presents a Demand for Excess Grant.
The Comptroller and Auditor General of India bring such excesses to the notice of the Parliament.
The Pblic Accounts Committee examines these excesses and gives recommendations to the
Parliament.
6. The Demand for Excess Grants is made after the actual expenditure is incurred and is presented to
Parliament after the end of the financial year in which éxpenses were made.

ok

Other grants:

Additional Grant:lt is granted when a need has arisen during the current financial year for supplementary or
additional expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the Budget for that year.

Excess Grantt is granted when money has been spent on any service during a financial year in excess of th
amount granted for that year. The demands for excess grants are made after the expenditure has actually b
incurred and after the financial year to which it riglg, has expired.
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Exceptional Grantslt is granted for an exceptional purpose which forms no part of the current service of any
financial year.

Token Grant: It is granted when funds to meet proposed expenditure on a new service can be made availaljle
by re-appropriation, a demand for the grant of a token sum may be submitted to the vote of the House and, if
the House assents to the demand, funds may be so made available.

Instal inks: 3. Exceptional Grants.

Prelims Link: 4. Token grant.

What are? 5. Procedure to be followed.
1. Additional grants. Constitutional provisions related.
2. Excess grants. About CAG and PAC.

8. Right tocounsel in custody:
Context:

| NNBailiSR adzyol A LR2fAOSYlLY {IOKAY 2| 1S KIFra az2dAaAK{] K
has argued that this insistence is hampering the probe.

Is access to a lawyer the right of an accused?

In India, thesafeguards available to a person in such circumstances are enshrined in the Constitution.
Article203a G G SayYy ab2 LISNE2Y | O0dzaSR 2F lye 2F7FSy
KAYaStTeéo
Article 22states that a person cannot be denied thight to consult and to be defended by a legal
practitioner of his choice. Thisy Of dzZRS& LINRPGA &aA2ya GKIFG INF Yyl Yy
lawyer.

Section 41D of the Criminal Procedure Code (C#P@)F 6 Sa G KI &G Fy | 00dza SR
advaOl S 2F KA&a OK2AOS Rdz2NAYy3I AYGSNNRBIAFGA2Yy S
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Supreme Court judgments:

In the D K Basu case of 1997:

The Court considered the guiding principles to be followed by investigating agencies in cases of arrest or

detention.
¢tKS 2dzRIYSyd adlrisSa (Kl
0K2dzaAK y2i 0(0KNRBdJzZaAK2dzi
¢KS {dzZLINBYS / 2dzNIi adiNBa
ONRYSakbt SaL®syp Ol asSa 27
remain present throughout the interrogation.

In Senior Intelligence Officer vs Jugal Kishore Sharma (2011):

Fy FNNBAGSS YIF@é 0S| LX
S AYUSNNRIIGAZYEOD
SR UKS aF ¥S3dzr NRa F2NJ |
GKFNRO2NB ONAYAYVLE £ &4 :

Z
Q)¢
m
™~

LG FEf26SR GKS I OOdZASRQANRNGESRAGE | FDIST QNI FRE YLINIEE
odzi AFAR aKS gAff y20 06S 6A0GKAY GKS KSFENRYy3I RAa(dlY
O2yadzZ GFrGA2ya 6A0GK KAY Ay O2dzZNES 2F (KS AYOISNNRBIAI G

However, in many criminal casefsis left to the discretion of the court that has remanded an accused to the
custody of the police, to decide on whether the lawyer can be permitted to meet the perfmma stipulated
time in private when interrogation is not in progress.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the issues associated with rights of an
1. What is the right to counsel? individual in custody to counsel.
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Relevant Supreme Court judgments. Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/artite/explained/s
4. Rights of an accused. achinwazeareestnia-investigationmukesh

ambanibomb-scarecase7238988/
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9. Sixth Schedule areas:

Context:

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has informed the Lok &K | (i K | { thafelidhi groposal b & T
AYLX SYSyild LI yOKFeld aeaidsSYy Ay {AEGK { OKSRdzZ S I NF

Efforts in this regardConstitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019:
Introduced in the Rajya Sabha on February 6, 2019, the Bill provides for elected village municipal
councils.
The Bill that is still active proposes thiag State Election Commissions would hold elections to the
autonomous councils, village and municipabuncils.

About the Sixth Schedule:
It protects tribal populations and provides autonomy to the communities through creation of

autonomous development councils that can frame laws on land, public health, agriculture and otherg.

As of now, 10 autonomousouncils exist ilssam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
This special provision is provided undeticle 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the Constitution.

Key provisions:
1. The governor is empowered to organise anebrganise the autonomous districts.
2. If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several
autonomous regions.
3. Composition:Each autonomous district has atdist council consisting of 30 members, of whom four
are nominated by the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise.

4. Term:The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlief

and nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor.

Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council.

Powers of councilsThe district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction.
They can make laws aertain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation,

oo

village administration, inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all

such laws require the assent of the governor.
7. Village councilsThedistrict and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute

village councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them.

The jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases isfiggeby the governor.

InstalLinks: 6. Tribal Advisory Councilsomposition and
Prelims Link: functions.
1. Difference between 5th and 6th schedule
of Indian Constitution. Mains Link:
2. Powers of governor under 5th Differentiate between 5th and 6th schedules of the
3. Who can include or exclude areas under Indian constitution.
5th
4. What are scheduled areas? Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
5. Forest Rights Aekey provisions. rticle?0rgld=GTU8DIM3P.1&imageview=0

10. A-G says no to contempt proceedings:

Context:

Attorney Generabf India K.K. Venugopal has denied consent to the initiation of contempt proceedings again

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi on the basis of a plea that he scandalised the judiciary in an interview.
The Attorney General said no specific mentions were made aheusupreme Court or its judges.

What is the law on contempt of courts?

TheContempt of Courts Act 197definescivil and criminal contemptand lays down the powers and
procedures by which courts can penalise contempt, as well as the penaltiesatihéie given for the offence of
contempt.
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Contempt of courtisthe offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful toward a court of law and
its officersin the form of behavior that opposes or defies the authority, justice and dignity of the court

Why is the consent of the Attorney General required to initiate contempt proceedings?

The objective behind requiring the consent of the Attorney Gernlegédre taking cognizance of a complairst

to save the time of the court.
This is necessary becayadicial time is squanderedf frivolous petitions are made and the court is
the first forum for bringing them in.
¢tKS 1 DQa 02y a Sgaleguard agairStfrivaiousip&titionsS it is deemed that the AG, as
an officer of the court, wiiindependently ascertain whether the complaint is indeed valid.

'YVRSNI 6KI G OANDdzraidlyO0Sa Aa GKS 11'DQa O2yaSyid yz2i
¢ KS | DQA&a méndayoey Sy a pkivate citizen wants to initiata case of contempt of court against a

person.

However,wherii KS O2dzNIi AdGaSt¥F AyAGAlIdG§Sa + O02yGSYLi 27

This is because the court is exercising its inherent powers under the Constitution to punish for
contempt andsuch Constitutional powers cannot be restricted because the AG declined to grant
consent.

What happens if the AG denies consent?
If the AG denies consent, the matter all but ends.
Thecomplainant can, however, separately bring the issue to the notidele courtand urge the court to
take suo motu cognizance.
Article 129 of the Constitutiorgives the Supreme Court the power to initiate contempt cases on its
own, independent of the motion brought before it by the AG or with the consent of the AG.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link Mains Link:
1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases. Discuss how contempt cases are handled by
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard. Supreme Court in India.
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of
Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006. Link:
4. Civil vs Crimmial contempt. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Rights under Article 19. ?0rgld=GUJ8BDMB11.1&imageview=0

6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act
of 1971 is related to?

11. Freedom of Relign:

Context:

A public interest litigation has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking declaration of 26 verses of the Quran as

unconstitutional, noneffective and non functional on the ground that thes@romote extremism and
terrorism and pose a serious threat to the sovereignty, unity and integrity of the country.

Can such a belief be protected under freedom of religion?

Certainly not, as freedom of religion underticle 25is subject to public ordehealth, morality and other
fundamental rights.

b2 2yS OFy GF1S Fél & | yeo 2Rl wlhich Juéranteds rightto liie andzf R
personal liberty to everyone.

What's the issue now?
1. The petitioner has named three secretavief the Centre as respondents. But, in purely legal terms,

0KS GNRG 2dzNR & RA O sl tiede Persorts BAdmadyas réspainder@s ace Zditainly S

y2i waidl dSQ ¢ AlitKe1Pof theCBnsttufidny A y3 2 F
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2. Also,UnderiIndianlavg yt & | afl gé¢ OFy 0S5 OKlefinddondar&itle I a d
13(3). Any religious scripture including the Quran is not considered a law. The divine books can be
sources of law but not law in themselves.

Instal inks: MainsLink:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of freedom of religion
1. Definition of state under article 12. under the Indian Constitution.
2. Article 13(3) is related to?
3. Writ jurisdiction of Supreme Court and Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/q
High Courts. uran-unconstitutionalpil-wasimrizvicasejudiciat
4. Overview of Articles 21 and 25. review-7249760/lite/.

12. Uniform Civil Code:

Context:

A O

Chief Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde recently lddd@edd Qa | YA T2INWR / $YWQA 2 dzZNI2RSER ¢ Ay

AYRdzt 3AYy3 Ay al OF ®SJordad mare abdutit. G2 GAaAG GKS ad
UCC in Goa applies in marriage and succession, governing all Goans irrespective of religious affiliat

Background:

Whereas the founders of the ConstitutionAmticle 44 in Part I\dealing with the Directive Principles $fate
Policy had hoped and expected that the State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a Uniform Civil Cod
throughout the territories of India, till date no action has been taken in this regard.

What is uniform civil code?
A generic set of govaing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion.

What the constitution says?

Article 44 of the Constitutiora @ & (G KF i GKSNB &dK2dZ R 06S | ! yAT2NY
State shall endeavor to secure fortbeA G AT Sy a | dzyAF2NY OAQGAf O2
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them.

India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons:
Asecular republic needs a common ldar all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on
religious practices.
Gender justiceThe rights of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim.
Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundaaheights guaranteed in
the Indian Constitution.
Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform
civil code including the judgementihe Shah Bano case.

Does India not already have a uniform code iivicmatters?

Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil mattegsindian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, Sale of
Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evidence Act etc. States, however, have made hundr
of amendments and therefore in certain matters, there is diversity even under these secultavedvi

Why is UCC not desirable at this point?
Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country.
Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a
reason for threat to the territoal integrity of the nation.

InstaLinks: 3. Enforcement of DPSPs.
Prelims Link: 4. Shah Bano case is related to?
1. About UCC.

2. What are DPSPs.
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Mains Link:Discuss why is UCC not desirable fo

India at this point? Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explaineafter-cji-bobdesremarkson-uniform-civikcode-a-look-
at-its-statusdebate-around-it-7249410/lite/.

13. Overseas Citizens oflia (OCI):
Context:

People of Indian origin and the Indian diaspora having Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) cards will not have
carry their old, expired passports for travel to India,

as \.N.aS reqwred earlier, accordlng to a government Is a Citizen of India at time of or after the Constitution came into
notification. effect i.e. 26 January 1950.
Who are OCtardholders? Eligible to become citizin of India on 26 January 1950
Government of India launched theh @ S N. Eligible T —— T ET—
/ 7\.(]7\ | SYé.K)\ LJHQ-'F .L)/.R7\ | g - 1;;407nge 0 a territory that became part of India after 15 Augus'
making amendments to Citizenship Act, categories
1955 in 2005 io apply Child or descendent of a person from any of the above mentioned
’ categories
On 09 January 2015, the Government of
India discontinued the PIO card and mergel for A minor child of the persons belonging to any of the above.
it with OCI card. OCl Card
A minor child of whom either or both the parents are citizens of
Eligibility: India
Government of India allows the fOIIOWing categorie: Foreign origin spouse of Citizen of India or of a person holding OCI status .
of foreign nationals to apply for OCI Card. - Marriage needs to be registered.
- They are married for more than two years continuously beore the date of
EXCEptiOﬂS' application.

Anyone who is applying for OCI card should hold a

valid Passport of another country.
Individuals who do not have citizenship of any other coyiatre not eligible to gain an OCI status.
Individuals whose parents or grandparents hold citizenship of Pakistan and Bangladesh are not eligi

to apply.

Benefits for OCI cardholders:
1. Lifelong Visa to visit India multiple times. (special permission ribémteresearch work in India).
2. No need to register with Foreigners Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) or Foreigners Registration
Officer (FRO) for any length of stay.
3. Except for acquisition of agricultural and plantation properties, OCI card holdersinaler facilities
that are extended to NRIs in economic, financial and educational fields.
Same treatment as of NRIs in respect to Irdeuntry adoption of Indian children.
Also treated at par with NRIs regardiggntry fees for national monuments, ptce of professions
like doctors, dentists, nurses, advocates, architects, Chartered Accountants & Pharmacists.
At par with NRIs to participate in All India Pnedical tests and such.
Treated at par with Indian citizens in matters of traffic in airfaresidian domestic sectors.
{IrYS SyiNE ¥SS Fa F2NILYRAIFya F2NJI SYyiNE Ayidz2
OCI booklet can be used as identification to avail services. An affidavit can be attached with local
address as residential proof.

ok

©®NOo

There are certain restrictions placed on OCI card holders:
1. Do not have right to vote.
2. Do not have right to any public service/government jobs
3. Cannot hold offices af Prime Minister, President, VieBresident, Judge of Supreme Court and High
Court,member of Parliament or Member of state legislative assembly or council.
4. Cannot own agricultural property.
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InstaLinks: 7. Who cannot be issued OCI cards?

Prelims Link:
1. Definition of Citizen. Mains Link:
2. POIlvs OCI vs NRI. Who are overseas citizens of India? Whag tie
3. Who can granand revoke citizenship? benefits available for OCI card holders? Discuss.
4. Dual citizenship in India.
5. Applicability of right to vote and contest in Link:
elections for OCI card holders. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
6. Can OCI holders buy agricultural land? ?0rgld=GDO8E9S6P.1&imageview=0

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challenges therein.

1. SC stays HC decision barring aided school teachers from contesting palls:

Context:
The Supreme Court has stayed a Kerala High Court decision barring aided school teachergeachiran
staff from contesting Assembly elections or engaging in political activities.

What's the issue?

The High Court had declar&action 2 (1V) of the Igislative Assembly (Removal of Disqualifications) Act of

1951,which allowed aided school teachers to become legislators, as unconstitutional.

Petitioners in the High Court had challenged the 1951 law, s@ya@igparticipation in politics would affect

the quality of education.
They had argued in the High Court that since Kerala Government Servants Conduct Rules prohibits
government school teachers from taking part in political activities, the rule should extend to aided
school teachers also.

What the government says?
The government had contended in the High Court that as per a government order issued in 1967, the teachgrs
of aided schools had political rights.

There were no Rules or Act prohibiting them from not participating in political actieitiesntesting

the elections. Besides, special leave without pay could be granted to aided teachers elected to local

bodies and Assembly.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Participation of teachers in politics would affect the
1. Who can contest in Asswbly elections? quality of education. Discuss.
2. Who is debarred from contesting in
Elections? Link:
3. Who can cast their vote in Assembly https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
Elections? m/news/national/sestayshc-dedsionbarring
4. Assembly vs Panchayat elections. aidedschootteachersfrom-contesting

polls/article34103645.ece/amp/

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. HowElection Commission decides on party symbols?
Context:

¢KS {dzZLINBYS / 2dz2NI KIFR dzLJKSf R YSNI € F | A3IK [/ 2dz2NIQF C
group led by Jose K. Mani as the official Kerala Congress (Mani) and granting it the official election symbol pf
Weg2 [SEHPSAaQD
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DIVISION IN PANEL

Background: T —
The Keala High Courhad, in November 2020, dismissed the petitions :adTofdeef;J'iﬂ"fgecr)'::‘:)sfs'o"

challenging the Election Commission's order declaring the group led by Jos| Jose K Mani MP on August

Mani as the official Kerala Congress (M) and grantitigibfficial election 30 by 2:1 majority, with

< = _ s A PP election commissioner
The Court sdi it cannot, in the exercise of the jurisdiction under dissenting voice
Article 226 of the Constitution of India, interfere with the finding of | » The order had cited the
the Commission. test of majority support

principle upheld by the
. . Supreme Courtin the
How are symbols allotted to political parties? Sadig Ali (supra) caseto

Sl . recognise the faction led by
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted: o5 Kan]

1. A party/candidaﬁ KI & 02 LINE A RS | fAad z T TN S —ae YO0 2

free symbols list at the time of filing nomination papers.

2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a-fimnhefirst-serve basis.

3. When a recognised political party splits, thediten Commission takes the decision on assigning the
symbol.

Powers of Election Commission:
TheElection Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1@88owers the EC to recognise political parties
and allot symbols.
Under Paragraph 15 of the Ordercén decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a recognise
political party staking claim to its name and symbol.
The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court uph
its validity in Sadig Ali arehother vs. ECI in 1971.

How many types of symbols are there?
As perthe Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2@arty symbols are either:
1. Reserved9 A A K{G Yyl A2yt LINIASE yR cn &REl (82 YO 2NIa
2. Free¢ KS 9f SOGA2Y [/ 2YYAaarzy |faz2z KFLa | LkR2ft 27F
thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.

InstaLinks: 6. Article 226 $ related to?
Prelims Link:
1. Recognition of political parties. Mains Link:
2. What are state parties and national Discuss how are symbols allotted to political
parties? parties?

3. Benefits for recognized parties.
Who assigns party symbols? What are the Link:
types? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Who decides on issues related to merger of  ?20rgld=GM78CLR4D.1&imagevi®n
political parties?

B

2. Mullaperiyar dam isssue:

Context:
The Supreme Court has issued a warning to Tamil Nadu in the Mullaperiyar case.

What did the court say?
¢ YAf bl Rdz / KAST { SONBiOI NE @At
FIAfdzZNBE G2 3IAGBS AYF2NNIGAZ2Y 2V
appointed Supervisory Committee.
The Supervisory Committestould issue directions or take stefosaddress the three core safety

t GLISNBE2YI ¢

S
S WNXz S OdzNJ
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issuest 1 KS Y2yAG2NAY3I YR LISNF2NXIyOS 2F (GKS AyadN

and fixing the gate operating scheduleand submit a compliance report in four eles.
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What's the issue?

¢KS YSNIXfF 3I320SNYYSyYyld KFra | 0O0dzaSR ¢FYAf bl Rdz 27
to 1939. It has also expressed apprehensions about the lack of proper supervision of water levels in the dar
located alonghe Periyar tiger reserve.

What is the rule curve?
¢tKS WNHzZ S O
RIY A& ol as

G§KS Tt dzOGdz GAy

dzNJD a
R 2 ® LG A& LINIL 27

U» X«
QW

A
NI

Mullaperiyar Dam what you need to know?
Althoughthe dam is located in Keraldt, is operated by Tamil Naddollowing an 1886 lease indenture for 999
years (the Periyar Lake Lease Agreement) that was sighed between the Maharaja of Travancore and the
Secretry of State for India for the Periyar Irrigation works.
Constructed between 1887 and 1895, the dam redirected the river to flow towards the Bay of Benga
instead of the Arabian Sea and provide water to the arid rain region of Madurai in Madras Presidenc

¢tKS RIFIY A& t20F0SR 2y GKS O2yFftdsSyO0S 2F GKS
What Tamil Nadu says? N R Weoreu L WA B
Tamil Nadu claims that \ S it A s

rar

although it has undertaken

~ Tamil Nadu : 114 sq km
o . Periyar lake Kerala :534s5q km M Command area

resulting in losses for Madurai Mfiseeryar &

farmers. :{:;-E; :Mz::n;g:hr@n 1997, History of the Periyar dam with century long performance, Central Board of Imigation
Mullaperiyar dam is in Kerala, Tamil Nadu its main beneficiary

YSNY fFQa F NHBHdAzySyday

Kerala, however, highlights fears of devastation by residents living downstream in the earthuyoake

district of Idukki.

Scientists have argued thattifere is an earthquake in the region measuring above six on the Richter scale, th

lives of over three million people will come under grave danger.

measures to strengthen the - ?\\‘

dam, the Kerala government 3 /@j\ w

has blocked any attempib 24 Il . 5
raise the reservoir water level M e (e E

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Locations of Mullar and Periyar rivers. Examine why the Mullapery dam issue has
2. Location of Mullaperiyar dam? become bone of contention between Tamil Nadu
3. Who manages the dam? and Kerala. Examine if the union government can
4. About the 1886 Periyar Lake Lease help resolve this issue.
Agreement.
5. About the Interstate River Water Disputes Linkhttps://epaper.thehirdu.com/Home/MShareA
Act, 1956 (IRWD Act). rticle?0rgld=GOF8CPV6T.1&imageview=0

3. Demarcate how amicus curiae can help: SG tells top court:

Context:

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta has made a strong appeal to the Supremddioanie guidelines to rein in
fIrg@8SNAE | LILRAYGSR | i vaidkisScases? edpediallySsensitivelo@es. O dzNA | S

Need for guidelines:
Courtappointed amici curiae argtepping beyond their assigned role. They tend to even interfere in
0KS GNUzyyAy3de 2F 2NAlFyAaldAzya adzOK Fa GdKS /
In some cases, they are even running the administration or dictating the executive.
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Who is an amicus curiae?
Amicus Curiae, which liteig translates as friend of the court, is a neutral lawyer appointed by the court to
assist it in cases which require specific expertise.

They are advocates appointed to assist the court in adjudication of important cases.

Roles and functions:
India, thus, if a petition is received from the jail or in any other criminal matter if the accused is
unrepresented, then, an Advocate is appointed as amicus curiae by the Court to defend and argue t
case of the accused.

ne

In civilmatters also the Court can appoint an Advocate as amicus curiae if it thinks it necessary in cake

of an unrepresented party.
The Court can also appoint amicus curiae in any matter of general public importance or in which the
interest of the public at larges involved.

InstalLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the roles and funetis of Amicus Curiae.
1. Who can be an amicus curiae?
2. Roles and responsibilities. Link:

3. Guidelines by Supreme Court in this regard.  https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GRH8CT4FP.1&imageview=0

4. How Supreme Court chooses the Chief Justice of India?
Context:
Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde has recommended Justice N.V. Ramana, tmecsthuoige of the
Supreme Court,sathe next top judge.
Justice Ramana is now set to take oveth&s48th Chief Justice of India from April 24.

Appointment of CJI:
The Chief Justice of India is traditionally appointed by the outgoing Chief Justice of India on the day
his (orher) retirement.
By convention, the outgoing Chief Justice of India selects the most seniesittiag Supreme Court
judge.

Seniority at the apex court is determined not by age, but by:
1. The date a judge was appointed to the Supreme Court.
2. If two judgesare elevated to the Supreme Court on the same day:
3. The one who was sworn in first as a judge would trump another.
4. If both were sworn in as judges on the same day, the one with more years of high court service wou
WgAYyQ Ay GKS aSyAaAz2NRGe adli1Sao
5. Anappoil YSYy i FTNRY (GKS o0SyOK g2dz R WIiNHzYLIQ Ay &S$s

Is it a part of the Constitution?
The Constitution of India does not have any provision for criteria and procedure for appointing tAgiclél.
124(1) of the Indian Constitwind | € & G KSNB aaakKlftft 0SS | {dzZZINBYS / 2d
LYRALI ¢ @

The closest mention is #rticle 126 which deals with the appointment of an acting CJI.

In the absence of a constitutional provision, the procedure relies oroousind convention.

What is the procedure?
The procedure to appoint the next CJl is laid out in the Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) between the
government and the judiciary:
1. The procedure is initiated by the Law Minister seeking the recommendation ofuiigwiog CJI at the
WELILINRLINRFGS GAYSQX 6KAOK Aa ySIENI G2 GKS RIFG
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2. The CJI sends his recommendation to the Law Ministry; and in the case of any qualms, the CJI can
consult the collegium regarding the fitness of an SC juddpe elevated to the post.

3. After receiving recommendation from the CJI, the law minister forwards it to the Prime Minister who
then advises the President on the same.

4. The President administers the oath of office to the new CJI.

Appointment of the CJliad the appointment of SC judge&ey difference:
In the former, the government cannot send the recommendation of the CJI (or the collegium) back to them f
reconsideration; while in the latter, the government can do so. However, if the collegium resdtaise
names, then the government cannot object any further.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Critically analyze the process of selection of
1. About CJI. supreme court judges in India. How can the process
2. Appointment. be made more transparent?
3. Removal.
4. Articles 124 and 126. Link:
5. Appointment of the CJI and the https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
appointment of SC judgekey difference. ?0rgld=GFR8DMGKS5.1&imageview=0

5. SC suggests posting retired judges to clear baokld@s:
Context:
The Supreme Court has pushed for the appointment of retired judges to battle pendency of cases in High
Courts.
The court said retired judges could be chosen on the basis of their expertise in a particular field of
dispute and allowedd retire once the pendency in that zone of law was over.

Constitutional Provisions in this regard:
The appointment of adhoc judges was provided for in the Constitution undeicle 224A.

Procedure to be followed:
Under the Article, the Chief Justice of a High Court for any State may at any time, with the previous
consent of the President, request any person who has held the office of judge of that court or of any
other High Court to sit and act as a judge of thghHCourt for that State.
Such a judge is entitled to such allowances as the president may determine. He will also enjoy all th
jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a judge of the Supreme Court. But, he will not otherwise be
deemed to be a judge of thBupreme Court.

Instal inks: Mains Link The Supreme Court has pushed for the
Prelims Link: appointment of retired juges to battle pendency

1. Appointment of retired judges. of cases in High Courts. Comment.

2. Powers and functions.

3. Procedure. Link:

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=G7M8DPV5V.1&imageview=0

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures i structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

1. Termination of Session:

A sitting of Parliamnt can beterminated by adjournment or adjournment sine die or prorogation or
dissolution(in the case of the Lok Sabha).

Adjournment It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be hours, days or weeks.
Adjournment sine dieit mears terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period.

In other words, when the House is adjourned without naming a day for reassembly.
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The power of adjournment as well as adjournment sine dies withthe presiding officer (Speaker or
Chairman) of the House.

Prorogation The President issues a notification for prorogation of the session after the business of a session is

completed and the presiding officer declares the House adjourned sin&lgePresident can also prorogue

the Housewhile in session.

Dissolution Only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolutidRajya Sabha, being a permanent House, is not subjec
to dissolution.

—

A dissolution ends the life of the existing House, and a new House is constituted after general elections

areheld.
ThePresident is empowered to dissolve the Lok Sabha.

Context:

Both Houses of Parliament were adjourned sine die recently nearly two weeks before schedule, keeping in
mind requests made for the curtailment of the second part of the Budget sesgiMPis from West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Assam, Puducherry and Kerala owing to the Assembly elections.

InstaLinks

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Who summons the Houses of Parliament. What needs to be done to increase the productivity
2. Powers oPresident vs Powers of of both the houses of Parliament? Discuss.

Chairperson.

3. What is adjournment sine die? Link:
4. What is dissolution of the house? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Why Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved? ?20rgld=GNR8DQ1BL.1&imageview=0

2. How theelectoral bonds scheme has worked so far, and why it has been
challenged in SC?

Context:

The Supreme Court has dismissed petitions seeking to stay the sale of fresh electoral bonds ahead of Assembly

elections in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assar®addcherry.
Although the court said there is no justification to stay the current sale, the larger constitutional
challenge to the electoral bonds scheme filed in 2017 is still pending.

What is the pending challenge?

Apart from challenginthe constitutionality of the electoral bonds schemehe petitioners had asked the
courtto declare all political parties as public offices to bring them under the ambit of the Right to
Information Act and compel political parties to disclose their income and expéma.

What are electoral bonds?
Announced in the 2017 Union Budget, electoral bondsrerest-free bearer instruments used to
donate money anonymously to political parties.
A bearer instrumentoes not carry any information about the buyer or payee.
The holder of the instrumen{which is the political party) is presumed to be its owner.

The bonds are sold in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh, and Rs 1 crore, and Htate

Bank of India is the only bank authorised to sell them.

Donors can buy and subsequently donate bonds to a political party, which can encash the bonds
through its verified account within 15 days.

There isno limit on the number of bonds an individual or company can purchase.

LT | LI NI& KI ay @ithin S5yi&y& 5B @&posits tfiese ili® § RANA YS a Ay
Fund.

Why have they been challenged?

The printing of these bonds & SBI commission for facilitating the sale and purchase of the bonds is paid

FNRY GKS (FELI @SNAGmMNenySe o0& G(KS OSydNrt 32
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Anonymity provided to donors of electoral bonds.
Through an amendment to the Finance Act 2017, the Centre has exempted parties from disclosing
donations received through electoral bonds.
According to transparency activists, these infritlgeOA G AT Sy Qa WwAIKG (2 Yyz26Q
even more unaccountable.

2 KIG A& GKS 9/ Qa aidl yRK
The EC hadbjected to amendments in the Representation of the People Act that exempt political parties
from disclosing donationshrough this route.
In a situation where the contribution received through electoral bonds are not reported, on perusal o
the contribution report of political parties, it cannot be ascertained whether the political party has
taken any donation in violation of provision undgection 29(b) of the RP Aathich prohibits the
political parties from taking donations from government companies and foreign sources.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:Critically examine the effectiveness of
Prelims Link: electoral bonds in ensuring transparent political
1. What are electoral bonds funding and suggest alternatives?
2. Eligibility.
3. Denomination. Link:
4. Features. https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how
5. Who can issue these bonds? the-electoratbondsschemehasworkedso-far-

andwhy-it-hasbeenchallengedn-sc7247184/

Topics: Salient features of the Representation oft S 2 LXctS Q &
1. Registration of political parties:

Context:
The Election Commission has said it had reduced the public notice perioelw political parties seeking
registration from 30 days to seven days due to the delays caused by the - COpHddemic.
The relaxation in notice period would remain in force till the last dates of nomination for the Assam,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puthecry and West Bengal elections, that is March 19 and April 7
respectively.
According to guidelines, the applicants are supposed to publish the proposed name of their party in
two national and local daily newspapers each on two days, seekiegtions, if any, within 30 days.

Registration of political parties:

Registration of Political parties is governed by the provisior&eotion 29A of the Representation of the

People Act, 1951.
A party seeking registration under the said Section with Election Commission has to submit an
application to the Commission within the said period following the date of its formation as per
guidelines prescribed by the Election Commission of India in exercise of the powers conferred by
Article 324 of the Comiigssion of India and Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act,
1951.

¢2 0SS StAIAGES F2NI I Wbl GA2ylrf t2f AGAOFET tF NIe& 3
1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in any four or more states, at a general electic

to the Houg of the People or, to the State Legislative Assembly.
2. In addition, it wins at least four seats in the House of the People from any State or States.

3. It wins at least two percent seats in the House of the People (i.e., 11 seats in the existing House having

543 members), and these members are elected from at least three different States.

¢2 0SS StAIAGES F2NI L W{aGFrdS t2t AGAOFE tINIey
1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in the State at a general election, either to the
House of the Peopler to the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned
2. In addition, it wins at least two seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned.
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3. It wins at least three percent (3%) of the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the Stafe,

or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more.

Benefits:
1. LT | LI NIe& A& NBO?2 aenitledfd eclusige allotméntidf iis &setved Myinbuf) >
the candidates set up by it in the State in which it is so recognised, apaifyais recognised as a
bl A2yt t I NIe&Q aldmehtdfitSrgséried dyrBbdio tRexantidatesdét dpsbk &
it throughout India.

2. wSO023ayAaSR 6{ il G4SQ bnyBne propbsérXofiing th@norhihatclarid &ra y SBR

al entitled for two sets of electoral rollsree of cost at the time of revision of rolls and their
candidates get one copy of electoral roll free of cost during General Elections.
They als@et broadcast/telecast facilitie®ver Akashvani/Doordarshan dugmeneral elections.

w

4. Thetravel expenses of star campaigners are not to be accourfimdn the election expense accounts
of candidates of their party.
InstaLinks: 6. Article 324 of the Indian Constitution.
Prelims Link: 7. Section 29A of RPA 1951.
1. Registration of Political Parties.
2. Recognised vs Unrecognised political Link:
parties. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/electio
3. State vs National parties. n-commissiorcuts-notice-period-for-new-politicat
4. Benefits for recognised political parties. parties/article3394016.ece/amp/

5. Who is a star campaigner?

2. NOTA (None Of The Above):

Context:

ur»

==
(et

The Supreme Court has asked the Centre and the Election Commission of India to respond to a plea that frgésh

elections should be conducted in constituencies where the highest number of votes polled are NOTA (None
The Above).

Petitioner's demands:

A 2 4 oA~

Of

Cand RI 1§34 WNB2SOGSRO 68 @20SNB aK2dAZ R y2id 0S5 FA

The electorate will be armed with K S & NJA 3 Kaiad this 8halNdR@de 6 letter choice of
candidates to pick from.

Challenges:
If voters kept rejecting candidates, Parliament/Assembly seats would continue to remain vacant,
affecting legislative functioning.
Political parties could also influence voters to not vote in a particular constituency.

The use of NOTA in elections:
Theoption of NOTA for Lok Sabha and assembly elections was prescribed by the SC in 2013. Thus, India
became the 14th country to institute negative voting.

2 Keé KIS bhe¢! AF GKSNBQa Wyz2 StSO02NIft @It dzSQK
NOTA gives people dissatisfied with contesting aatdis an opportunity to express their disapproval.
This, in turn, increases the chances of more people turning up to cast their votes, even if they do not
support any candidate, and decreases the count of bogus votes.
Also, the Supreme Court has obsenie® I & yS3IF GA @S @2G4Ay3 O2dzZ R o)
LRftfa yR LRtfAGAOIE LI NIASA gAatf 0SS F2NOSR i

NOTA in Rajya Sabha:
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InstalLinks: Mains Link Right to reject and electaw

Prelims Link: candidate will give power to the people to express
1. Whatis NOTA? their discontent. Discuss.
2. Procedure to cast NOTA vote.
3. When was it for the first time used? Link:

3. VoterVerifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT):

Context:

The Election Commission has decided toVsger Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAdlpng with Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM) at all the Polling Stations in the upcoming assembly elections in fouarsgddteson
territory.

What is VVPAT? WHAT IS  A. voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
Voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) is a methoc VUPAT? e onoie they have e

provide a means to audit the stored electronic results | .

It contains the name of the candidate for whom vote .y :

has been cast and symbol of the party/individual HOWIT -

candidate. WonKs? = A candidate

v.,," serial number

Significance and the need for VVPATS:

The WPAT helps to detect potential election fraud or ~ 4 Shbgdann

malfunction in the Electronic Voting Machine. %'pl?iﬁ;'?s‘e“ s

It provides a means to audit the stored electronic e designed for printing

results. It serves as an additional barrier to change o~ 5uoratcaly g;zggggfggﬁm

destroy votes. compartment ([

The EVMs with VVPAT system ensureatt@iracy of z ﬁ s

the voting system with fullest transparency and [ ' e

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of Voter Verifiable Paper
1. About VVPAT. Audit Trail (VVPAT) in Elections.
2. Features.
3. What are EVMs? Link:
4. About the right to vote. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
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The Supreme Court, in 2018, held that the NOTA option is meant only for universal adult sarfilage
direct elections and not for polls held by the system of proportional representation by means of the
single transferable vote as done in the Rajya Sabha.

The court held that making NOTA applicable in Rajya Sabha elections is con&eigi¢o80(4) é the
constitutionF YR G KS { dzZLINBYS [/ 2dzNIiQa 2dzRIAYSyld Ay t !/
It is becaus®OTA defeats the fairness in indirect elections, it ignores the role of an elector in such
an election and destroys democratic values and encourages matmres like defection and

corruption.

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GM78CLQ10.1&imageview=0

It consists of:
= A printer that gives a record of
/ voters' selection
= Adisplay unit that shows any error

WHAT THE
VVPAT SLIP
CONTAINS?

of providing feedback to voters using EVMs.

A VVPAT is intended an independent verification
systemfor voting machines designed to allow voters
to verify that their vote was cast correctly, and to

restores the confidence of the voters.
EVMs and VVPATSs also speed up the election process as counting votes on EVMs takes much less
time than counting paper ballots.

?20rgld=GC48DEKOH.1&ireeigw=0

—
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4. What are postal ballots?

Context:

The postal voting for electors aged above 80 is under way in various Assembly constituencies of Tamil Nad
This ighe first time certain sections of the public in the State are allowed to cast postal ballots.
Earlier, only service voters and those deaftfor election work were allowed the facility.

What is postal voting?
A restricted set of voters can exercise postal voting. Through this facility, a voter can cast her vote remotely
recording her preference on the ballot paper and sending it badkée election officer before counting.

Who else can avail this facility?

by

Members of the armed forces like the Army, Navy and Air Force, members of the armed police force of a state

(serving outside the state), government employees posted outside Imdidheeir spouses are entitled to vote
only by post.
The exception to the abowveentioned category of voters is provided undgection 60 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

Representation of the People Act, 1951:
This act provides for the actual conduct of elections in India. It deals with the following matters:
1. Details like Qualification and Disqualification of members of both the Houses of Parliament and the
State Legislatures,
Administrative machinery for condting elections,
Registration of Political parties,
Conduct of Elections,
Election Disputes,
Corrupt practices & Electoral offences, &
By-elections.

NogosM®ON

Instalinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Whatis Postl Voting? Discuss the features and benefits of postal voting.
2. Who is eligible?
3. Who can decide matters related to postal Link:
voting? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Role of Election Commission of India. ?0rgld=GDG8DQORC.1&imageview=0
5. Is Right to vote a constitutional right?

5. Model code of conduct:
Context:

In a complaint against Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Trinamool Congress has alleged that his recent tg
of Bangladesh amounts to a violationtbé model code of conduct.

Background:
Mr. Modi visited Bangladesh to participate in the 50th anniversdrthe Independence of Bangladesh and the
OANI K OSyiGSyFNE 2F W. lFy3rolyRKdzQ { KSA{1K adz2AodzNJ

Model Code of Conduct (MCC):
What is MCC?
These are the guidelinéssued by the Election Commission of Ind@ conduct of political partieand
candidates during elections mainly with respect to speeches, polling day, polling booths, election manifestos
processions and general conduct.
This is in keeping witArticle 3240f the Constitution, which mandates EC to conduct free and fair
elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures.
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Aim: To ensure free and fair elections.

When it comes into force?
So far, the Model Code of Conduct came into force immediately on announcement of the election schedule
the commission. The Code remainsarce till the end of the electoral process.

Status:

The need for such code is in the interest of free and fair elections. However, the code does not have any
specific statutory basis. It has only a persuasive effect. It contains what is kn@wNAgt &e@toral F

Y 2 NJ fButiihés fack of statutory backing does not prevent the Commission from enforcing it.

Evolution:

The Commission issued the code for the first time in 1971 (5th Election) and revised it from time to time. Th
set of norms has been elved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide by the
principles embodied in the said code and also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit.

What it contains?

The salient features of the Model Code of Cottday down how political parties, contesting candidates and
party(s) in power should conduct themselves during the process of elections i.e. on their general conduct
during electioneering, holding meetings and processions, poll day activities and fungtadrthe party in
power etc.

Enforcement:
The EC has devised several mechanisms to take note of the violation of the code, which include joint task f
of enforcement agencies and flying squads. The latest is the introduction of the ovikile app through
which audiavisual evidence of malpractices can be reported.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Whatis MCC? Discuss the need for and significance of MCC.
2. Does it have any statutory backing?
3. Issued and enforced by? Link:
4. What happas if violated? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle
5. Evolution. ?0rgld=GDOS8E9S81.1&irsagw=0

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

1. The Chief Minister: Appointment, Power, Functiod Bosition:

Context
Tirath Singh Rawat is new CM of Uttarakhand.

Appointment:

The Chief Minister iappointed by the governor.
Art. 163 of the Constitutionprovides that there shall be a Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister
at its hand to aid and advise the governor.

Who can be a Chief Minister?
After general election to the State Legislative Assembly, the party or coalition group which secunety imajo
this House, elects its leader and communicates his name to the Governor. The Governor then formally appd
him as the Chief Minister and asks him to form his Council of Ministers.
When no party gets a clear majority in the State Legislative Aslgethe Governor normally asks the
leader of the single largest party to form the government.

Tenure
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Theoretically, the Chief Minister holds office during the pleasure of the Governor. However, in actual practic
the Chief Minister remains in office fung as he continues to be the leader of the majority in the State
Legislative Assembly.

The Governor can dismiss him in case he loses his majority support.

The State Legislative Assembly can also remove him by passing a voteoofidence against him.

Powers and Functions of the Chief Minister:
To Aid and Advice the Governor.
The Chief Minister is at the Head of the Council of Ministers.
He is the Leader of the House.
He has to communicate to the Governor all the decisions of the council of ministating to the
administration of the states.
All the policies are announced by him on the floor of the house.
He recommends dissolution of legislative assembly to the Governor.
He advises the Governor regarding summoning, proroguing the sessions ol 8tastative Assembly
from time to time.

InstaLinks 6. Tenure.
Prelims Link:
1. Who can be a Chief Minister? Mains Link:
2. Role of Governor in appointing a Chief Discuss the roles and functions of a Chief Minister.
Minister.
3. Council of Ministers. Link:
4. Powers. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Functions. ?0rgld=G798C4GCN.1&imgaigsv=0Q

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.
1. Insurance ombudsman:

Context:
The government has amended insurance ombudsman rules.

As per the new rules:
1. Insurance brokers are now covered under ombudsman rules.
2. Policyholders are now allowed to file online complaints.
3. The scope of complaints has been enlarged to ombudsmen from only disputes earlier to deficiencies
service on the part of insurers, agentspkers and other intermediaries.
4. The ombudsman may use videonferencing for hearings.

About Insurance Ombudsman:
The Insurance Ombudsman scheme was created by the Government of India for individual policyholders to
have their complaints settled ouff the courts system in a cosffective, efficient and impartial way.

Who can approach?
Any person who has a grievance against an insurer, may himself or through his legal heirs, nominee or
assignee, make a complaint in writing to the Insurance ombudsman

One can approach the Ombudsman with complaint only if:
One has first approached insurance company with the complaint and,;
1. They have rejected it
2. Not resolved it to satisfaction or
3. Not responded to it at all for 30 days
And the value of the claim inclugjrexpenses claimed should not be above Rs 30 lakhs.

Appointment of Ombudsman:
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The Ombudsman is a person in the insurance industry, civil or judicial services, and is appointed by the

Fresh
Complaints
Internet IGMS
Portal

Insurer

insurance council.
The serving term of the Insurance Ombudsma
is threeyears.

The settlement process:

Recommendation

The Ombudsman will act as mediator and ‘
Arrive at a fair recommendation based on the \

facts of the dispute
respond

If you accept this as a full and final settlement,

b

aper
oice
email

<

IRDA
Grievance

CallCentre

the Ombudsman will inform the company
which shoulccomply with the terms in 15 days.

Award: ot el
If a settlement by recommendation does not work, the Saﬁs";:;ow
Ombudsman will Pass an award within 3 months of

receiving all the requirements from the complainant “

and which will be binding on the insurance company.

Once the Award is passed:

The Insurer shall comply with the award within 30 days of the receipt of award and intimate the compliance

the same to the Ombudsman.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Insurance Ombudsman scheme. Ombudsman.
2. Process.
3. Appointment. Link:
4. Award.

Responds
to
complaint

. Not
Salisfactory, Satisfactory

Ombudsman/
Consumer

forum/
Civil Court

Discuss the roles and functions of Insurance

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GSE8BAF7T.1&imageview=0

2. Banks Board Bureau (BBB):

Context:

¢ KS Fyla 2 NR dzNBlFdz 6. . .0 Yl &

0S Syl Nvzad&R ¢4

croredevelopment financial institution (DFIpeing set up to accelerate infrastructure financing.

About the proposed DFI:
The infrastructure financier, to be calléoe
National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and

BBB | Agency under former
CAG Vinod Rai set up, but

Development,is to anchor the ambitioullational e hm_'md o
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP). fmundlw‘saing et

inadequate in view of

About BBB: unprecedented surge in NPAS

It wasset up in February 2016san autonomous body
based on theecommendations ofhe RBiappointed
Nayak Committee.

It was part ofthe Indradhanush Plan.

De-Stressing | More
stress due to RBI diktat
on provisioning, panel under

help in settling bad debt

It will make recommendations for appointment of
whole-time directors as well as neexecutive
chairpersons of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and

state-owned financialnstitutions.

SOME CRACKS IN INDRADHANUSH'S 7 PILLARS

)

former CVC Pradeep Kumar to c,_ -

www.insightsonindia.com 43

Appointments | Several Empowerment | Govt
vacancies on bank boards, schemes keep bankers busy
no clear-cut policy Accountability | Key
[ Governance | Very little performance indicator-
Jgovl interference in based review system has
day-to-day operations been worked out
Getty images
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The Ministry of Finance takes the final decision on the appointmemgonsultation with the Prime
aAyAaidSNRa hFFAOSO®

Composition:

Banks Board Bureau comprises the Chairman, threzffeoito members i.e Secretary, Department of Public
Enterprises, Secretary of the Department of Financial Services and Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank gf
India, and five expert members, two of which are from the private sector.

InstalLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. About BBB. Discuss the roles and functions of BBB.
2. Composition.
3. Functions. Link:
4. What was the Nayak Committee appointed https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
for by the RBI? ?0rgld=GMP8BSCT2.1&imageview=0

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. National Population Register:

Context:
TheRegistrarGeneral of India (RGI$ preparing to

conduct field trials of the first phase tife Census and N0 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS NEEDED

the National Population Register (NPR3$ing a mobile

Nattid _ el » NPR, a pan-India exercise | declared by respondent &
application in all the States and Union Territories. excluding Assam, will seek no proof or supporting
The app will contain questionnaires on house | info regarding date & place documents will be sought
listing and housing census and the NPR. of birth of a usual resident’s | » Sharing Aadhaar, passport,
mo;!ne/rh am_ldfat{l_:; zs t\l;f-;” driving licence & voter ID
, . . : as his/her identity detalls © _ 1 details will be voluntary.
The_ Centre is ple_mnlng to allow residents to fill the like Aadhaar, passport, | 430| PAN details won't be sought
National Population Register (NPR) form on their own, | driving licence & voter ID D% No biometrics will be
through theonline mode, a month before the dodo- > A‘usual resident’ is collected during NPR,

door enumeration by Census officials starts. defined asapersonwho | though the same can be
has resided in an area for the | sourced from UIDAI if needed

The olan: past 6 months or more or who | on the basis of Aadhaar
e plan: N _ ¢ _ intends to reside in thatarea | ». NpR was last prepared in
After filling the form online, residents will get a | for next 6 months 2010 along with Census 2011,

reference code that they can mention to the fiel(| » Data will be recordedas | followed by updation in 2015
enumerator at the time of her or his visit.
The detai of the respondent will be displayed

on a mobile application developed for The b|g count ,
ducti the C . but A look at the next stage for updating the NPR database
CIEOI:I ucting t q ensgsvexeruse lﬂ I’IOV ® The questions for ® No 'biomatrics or documents’ .
AGOAZ2ZYSUNROAE 2 NJ R2 OdzY . the fresh NPR have not are to be collected by R ®
These details will then be stored in the systen beenmade publicyet  EumErators
d” de‘prgoe{; 'COT-d = A month before Census/NPR
gcte h ";f UG~ begins, residents will be given an
What is National Population Register (NPR)? date and olace of binth _ 0Ption to enter details online, a
. . . reference code will be generated
It isa Register of usual residents the country. of father and mother, 2+ will be provided tg’the

! . . last place of residence,
It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub sk e tongue, :gggr‘;’gi?é‘c‘;g

Town), sukDistrict, District, State and National Aadhaar (optional), 7 “sfaz on the mobile app,
level und o fe Citi hi voter ID card, apart _Zg# 27 the details will
evel under provisions dhe Citizenship Act from mobile phone [ (il /) be displayed and

1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of S diver.sicenes further updated in
Citizens and issue dfational Identity Cards) the database
Rules, 2003.

It ismandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR.
Objective:To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the country.
The NPR wd#rst collected in 2010 and then ugated in 2015.
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Who is a usual resident?
A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the pas
months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more.

Instal inks: 7. About RGI.
Prelims Link:
1. Constitutional provisions related to Mains Link:
Citizenship. Why are states opposed to the collection of data
2. Components of NPR data. under NPR. Discuss.
3. Who is an usual resident?
4. Who prepares NPR? Link:
5. How can a person acquire Indian https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
citizenship? ?0rgld=G2I8BATPR.1&imageview=0

6. Can an Indian citizen hold dual citizenship?

2. National Capital Territory Bill:

Context:

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the National Capital Territohiof &¥es (Special Provisions) Second
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.

Key Provisions:
It seeks to regularise unauthorised colonies that existed in the National Capital Territory of Delhi as
June 1, 2014, and had seen development up to 50% as on January 1, 2015.
It amended the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special ProviSecs)d Act, 2011.
The bill would give protection to unauthorised colonies from sealing till December 31, 2023.

Background:
The 2011 Act was valid till December 31, 2020. The 2011 Act provided for the regularisation of the
unauthorised colonies that ésted in the national capital as on March 31, 2002 and where constructior
took place till June 1, 2014.

Need for:

Large number of people living in unauthorised colonies in Delhi are not receiving proper amenities and this
provided ownership rightsatthose living in these colonies. It would facilitate access to institutional credit and
also improve the basic amenities.

InstaLinks: 6. Key features of the new Bill.
Prelims Link:
1. Articles 239A vs 239AA. Mains Link:
2. Powers oDelhi Government vs LG. Write a note on the Condtition (Sixtyninth
3. How administration of Delhi is different Amendment) Act, 1991.
from administration of other states having
a legislature? Link:
4. When did Delhi get a legislature? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. How is Delhi LG appointed? ?20rgld=G798C4GCB.1&imageview=0

3. One Nation One Ration Card System:

Context:

¢KS YAyAal
i &

N TAYIYOS KI &
OF NR a&dadsy

B2 27 |
Q FTGSNI ' GGFNFTKEYR 0S80l
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[@=tN
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About the scheme: Ration card-
One Nation One Ration Ca{fdC) will ensure all Easy access Andtiaa: ladcage

Under the 'One nation, one ration card’ must to access

beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across system, beneficiaries can buy subsidised the portability
foodgrains from a ration shop in any part scheme
of the country

nation from any PDS shop of their own choice.
Benefits:no poor person is deprived of getting subsidise Oy
foodgrains under the food security scheme when they shEEEEEE U TR
from one phce to another. It also aims to remove the
chance of anyone holding more than one ration card to
avail benefits from different states.

SignificanceThis will provide freedom to the beneficiaries
as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and reduce

their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances ¢
COI’ruption, A migrant will be allowed to buy

States providing portability
of PDS entitlements:

= Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharasthra, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Tripura

= A person will only be
eligible for the subsidies
supported by the Centre,
which include rice sold at
¥3/kg and wheat at ¥2/kg

a maximum of 50% of the family = Even if a beneficiary
quota. This is to ensure that the moves to a State where
5l 5 | » . « individual, after shifting to another  grains are given for free, »
{ u I }[ R I NR T2 .NJ{ I u 2t W2 }[ S y place, does not buy the entire he/she will not be able to \NR ¢
A standard format for ration card has been prepared afte family quota in one go access those benefits

taking into account the format used by different states.
For national portabilitythe state governments have been asked to issue the ration cardlimgoial
format, wherein besides the local language, the other language could be Hindi or English.
The states have also been told to have adigit standard ration card number, whereiinst two digits
will be state code and the next two digits will be running ration card numbers.
Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended with ration card number to create unique
member IDs for each member of the household in a ration.card

Instal inks: 4. Key features of One Nation One Ration
Prelims Link: Card (RC) scheme.

1. Whatis PDS?

2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits? MainsLink:

3. How are fair price shops established? Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration

Card scheme.

4. Places of Worship Act:

Context:

The Supreme Court has asked the government to respond to a plea challenging the Places of Worship Act
enacted in 1991 which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on August 15, 1947.

What's the issue?
A petition has been filed inthecourthe®y A y 3 G KS fF ¢ & &l NDAGNI NBZ A NN
The cutoff date (August 15, 1947) as per the law bars Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from
F LILINR I OKA Yy 3OO0 dN a0 KiRA NUNBf  0Sa 2F g2NARAKAL KA
08 aFdzyRIYSyidltAadg oFNBFENRO Ay@dl RSNEE @
The petitioner also said the Sections of the Act that dealt with the bar on legal claimsgaenst the
principles of secularism.

What is the objective of the Act?
The aim of the Act was to freeze the statusay place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.
It was also to provide for the maintenance of the religious character of such a place of worship as on
that day.
It was intended to preempt new claims by any group about the past status of any méeership and
attempts to reclaim the structures or the land on which they stood.
It was hoped that the legislation would help the preservation of communal harmony in the long run.

Key features:
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The Act declares that the religious character of aglaicworship shall continue to be the same as it was on
August 15, 1947.

It says no person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a different
denomination or section.

It declares that all suits, appeals or any otpenceedings regarding converting the character of a place of
worship, which are pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947, will abate as soon as the law
comes into force. No further legal proceedings can be instituted.

Exceptions:
These provisions will not apply to:
1. Ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are covered by the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.
2. A suit that has been finally settled or diseal of; and any dispute that has been settled by the parties
or conversion of any place that took place by acquiescence before the Act commenced.
3. The Act also does not apply to the place of worship commonly referred to as Ram JanmaBlaboimi
Masijid in Arodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any other law in force.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GJV8CC170.1&imageview=0

5. MMDR Amendment Bill, 2021:

Context:
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2021 introduced $akhlo.
The Bill amends the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957.

Highlights of the Bill:

Removal of restriction on endise of mineralsThe Bill provides thato mine will be reserved for particular
end-use.

Sale of minerals by qaive mines:The Bill provides that captive mines (other than atomic minerals) may sell
up to 50% of their annual mineral production in the open market after meeting their own needs. The central
government may increase this threshold through a notifimati

Auction by the central government in certain casékhe Bill empowers the central government to specify a
time period for completion of the auction process in consultation with the state government. If the state
government is unable to complete theietion process within this period, the auctions may be conducted by
the central government.

Transfer of statutory clearance:he Bill provides that transferred statutory clearances will be valid
throughout the lease period of the new lessee.

Allocation of mines with expired leasesthe Bill says that mines (other than coal, lignite, and atomic minerals),
whose lease has expired, may be allocated to a government company in certain cases. The state government
may grant a lease for such a mine to a governtrtmpany for a period of up to 10 years or until the selection
of a new lessee, whichever is earlier.

Significance:
This will speed up the process of implementation of projects, ease of doing business, simplification @
procedure and benefit all theapties in areas where minerals are located.

It will create an efficient energy market and bring in more competition as well as reduce coal imports
India imported 235 million tonnes (mt) of coal last year, of which 135 mt valued at Rs 171,000 crore
could have been met from domestic reserves.

LG YAIKG faz2 Lzt Iy SyR G2 /21t LYRAF [UGURQA| Yz
It would also help India gain access to hégiu technology for underground mining used by miners
across the globe.

—

InstalLinks: 1. What are major and minor minerals?
Prelims Link: 2. How they are regulated?
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3. Who grants permissions?
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/mmdr
Mains Link Write a note on Mines and Mineral -amendmentbill-2021-explained7233672/
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021.

6.{/ &a2dAKG / SYyGidNBQad NBaLRYyAaS Ay &N

Context:
The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to respond to a plea related to the cancellation ofeserate
ration cards for not linking them to Aadhaar.

Also, the SC has sought a report on the implementation of the grievances redressal mechanism. It ig

contained in Sections 14, 15 and 16 of the National Food Security Act, 2013.
High Aadhaar linkage

What's the issue? Of the 23.58 crore ration
" T . . . cards (RCs) issued in India,

Apetition has been filed in the Supreme Court which said that such 89% are Aadhaar-seeded,

cancellations had led to starvation deaths across the country. while 33% use mobile

00
Right to food,which the ration card symbolised, cannot be curbec 2§$3§;§ igg 177 bank

or cancelled because of lack of Aadhaar, says the petitioner.

7.76 crore
4.05 crore

Concerns:

The Court said the issue is concerning because the government
cancelled cards of even tribal people and the poor, solely leea

they could not be biometrically linked with Aadhaar. TOTAL MOBILENO.
The Union of India casually gives an explanation that these AADHAAR BANK A/C
cancelled cards were bogus. The real reason is that the SEEDED SEERED
technological system based on iris identification, thumb prints,-noR- - onAs FoeR SECuRiTY FoRTAL
possession ofadhaar, norfunctioning of the Internet in rural and remote areas, etc., led to largescale

cancellation of ration cards, without notice to the family concerned.

What are Ration Cards?
Ration card is an official document issued by state governmeitglia to households. The Household should
be eligible to purchase subsidized food grain under the National Food Security Act (NFSA). They also serve as a
common form of identification for many Indians.
Under the NFSA, all state governments have to idgetifjible households under the Public
Distribution System and provide them with ration cards.

India's ranking in global indices:
The Hunger Watch Report of the Right to Food Campaign in 2020 characterised the hunger situation in
LYRAI & &a3INI OS¢
Indi- NI yl1a on 2dzi 2F mnt O2dzyiNAS& Ay GKS Df 209l f
[P STI2NEQOD

InstaLinks: Mains Link: Discuss the concerns associated with
Prelims Link: the cancellation of over threerore ration cards for
1. What are ration cards? not linking them to Aadhaar.
2. Features.
3. Beneficiaries identification. Link:
4. Benefits. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GMMS8CSO0F2.1&imageview=0

7. Insurance Amendmemill, 2021:

Context:
The bill was recently passed by Rajya Sabha.
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Key features of the Bill:
The Bill amends the Insurance Act, 1938 to increase the maximum foreign investment allowed in an
Indian insurance company.
The Bill increases the limit oareign investment in an Indian insurance company from 49% to 74%,
and removes restrictions on ownership and control.
While control will go to foreign companies, the majority of directors and key management persons will
be resident Indians who will be cawsl by law of the land.

Significance:
Insurance companies are facing liquidity pressure and the higher limit would help meet the growing capital
requirement.

Background:

Foreign investment in the insurance sector was first permitted in the year 2@0 26%.
Subsequently, vide an Amendment Act of 2015, this limit was raised to 49% of thegpadplity
capital of such company, which is Indian owned and controlled.

InstalLinks:

Preims Link: Mains Link:
1. FDIlin insurance sector. Discuss the issues associated with allowing 100%
2. Recent amendments. FDI in the insurance sector.
3. About IRDAI.

8. Places oWorship Act:
Context:
A comutawalli of 356yearold "TeelyWali masjid" of Lucknow, Wasif Hasan, has approached the Supreme
Court seeking intervention in the pending PIL challenging provisions of the Places of Worship Act.
The applicant has opposed tipjdea claiming that the petition is a mischievous one which aims at
isolating the Muslim Community as a separate category from other religious communities in India.

What's the issue?

A petition filed in the court challenged a special lewPlaces of Wolsp (Special Provisions) Act of 1991

which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on August 15, 1947.

¢KS LISGAGA2YSNI KIR GSNYSR GKS fFg6 & &l NDAGNI NBS

What are the objectives of the Act?
To freeze the status of any place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.
To provide for the maintenance of the religious character of such a place of worship as on that day.
To preempt new claims by any group about the past status of any plae®rship and attempts to
reclaim the structures or the land on which they stood.

Key features:
The Act declares that the religious character of a place of worship shall continue to be the same as if
was on August 15, 1947.
It says no person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a
different denomination or section.
It declares that all suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding converting the character of a place
of worship, whibt are pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947, will abate as soon as
the law comes into force. No further legal proceedings can be instituted.

Exceptions:
These provisions will not apply to:
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1. Ancient and historical monuments and arch&epcal sites and remains that are covered by the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.

2. A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been settled by the parties
or conversion of any place thatak place by acquiescence before the Act commenced.

3. The Act also does not apply to the place of worship commonly referred to as Ram JanmaBlatomi
Masijid in Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any other law in force.

InstalLinks: Write a note on issues surrounding this law.
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the law. Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
Mains Link: ?0rgld=GFG8DEP4F.1&imageview=0

9. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA):

Context:
The government has been grantédhe till April 9 by Lok Sabha and July 9 by Rajya Sabha to frame rules undgr
the citizenship law.
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) was notified on December 12, 2019 and came into fgrce
from January 10, 2020.

(Note: Rules are mandatory for the implementation of any new or amended law and normally framed within
six months of its enactment.)

Background:

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 seeks to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955.
The Citizenship Act,1955 provides various ways in which citizenship may be acquired.
It provides for citizenship by birth, descent, registration, naturalisation and by incorporation of the
territory into India.

About CAA:
The objective of the CAA is to grant Indian citizenship to persecuted mineritigsdu, Sikh, Jain,
Buddhist, Pasi and Christiar- from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Those from these communities who had come to India till December 31, 2014, facing religious
persecution in their respective countries, will not be treated as illegal immigrants but given India
citizenship.
The Act provides that the central government may cancel the registration of OClIs on certain grounds.

Exceptions:
The Act does not apply to tribal areas of Tripura, Mizoram, Assam and Meghalaya because of being
included in the 6th Schedeilof the Constitution.
Also areas that fall under the Inner Limit notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873
will also be outside the Act's purview.

Issues surrounding the law:
It violates the basic tenets of the Constitution. Illegaiigrants are distinguished on the basis of
religion.
It is perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities.
It makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate Article 14 of
the Constitution whiclguarantees the right to equality.
It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region.
It allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that may cover a
range of violations, including non offences.

InstaLinks: Prelims Link:
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1. About CAA. Mains Link Discuss the issues surrounding the

2. Features. implementation of CAA.

3. Religions covered.

4. Countries Covered. Link:

5. Exceptions. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle

?0rgld=GOU8DITM8.1&imageview=0

10. GST compensation:
Context:
¢tKS / SYyiNB oAttt NBEtSIFas onnnn ONRBNB |a D{¢ O2
collections during the year.
The pending compensation dues to States for282@ | N8 SELISOGSR (2 65 Y

Why should the Centrgay states for GST loss?
TheGST Compensation Act, 20fjdaranteed States that they would be compensated for any loss of revenue
in the first five years of GST implementation, until 2022, using a cess levied on sin and luxury goods.
Howeverthe economicslowdown has pushed both GST and cess collectidmsn over the last year,
resulting in a 40% gap last year between the compensation paid and cess collected.
{dFrGdSa INB tA(1Ste (G2 FILOS I D{¢ NBIDSydzS tdUel]
to COVIBLY, which Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman termed an unforegéelerOli 2 ¥ D2 R

What is compensation cess?
The modalities of the compensation cess were specifieth€ycST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017.

r LIS

2 NF

o 4

This Act assumed that tHeST revenue of each State would grow at 14% every year, from the amount collected

in 201516, through all taxes subsumed by the GST.
A State that had collected tax less than this amount in any year would be compensated for the
shortfall. The amount would & paid every two months based on provisional accounts, and adjusted
SOSNE &SINJIFFASNI GKS {dFGSQa | O02dzyia 6SNB |
This scheme is valid for five years, i.e., till June 2022.

Compensation cess fund:
A compensatio cess fund was created from which States would be paid for any shortfall. An additional cess
would be imposed on certain items and this cess would be used to pay compensation.
The items are pan masala, cigarettes and tobacco products, aerated watematdtebeverages, coal
and certain passenger motor vehicles.
The GST Act states thiatK S O0Saa 02f f SOGSR YR &dadzOK 2GKSNJ I Y2
| 2dzy OAf ¢ @2dd R 6S ONBRAGSR (2 GKS FdzyR®

Instalinks 6. What is a surcharge?
Prelims Link: 7. What is compensationess fund?
1. Whatis GST?
2. What are SGST and IGST? Link:
3. Related Constitutional provisions. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Goods outside the purview of GST. ?0rgld=GTU8DIETO0.1&imageview=0
5. Whatis a Cess?

11. Consumer Protection {Eommerce) Rules, 2020:
Context:
A parliamentary panel has submitted its report@rt KS / 2 Y & dzY SNR YNB NDSh A gzt &a

Key recommendations:
The government should offeramorecleatRSTAYAGA 2y 2F 6KI G O2yaidai
The government should spell oatpractical legal remedy to tackle the issue.
Fixa cap on delivery chargdsvied by ecommerce firms.
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Provide forpenal provisiongor violation of rules related to misinformation.

TheMinistry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distributishould issue broad guidelines for the
fixation of deivery charges charged by the marketplace entities along with a cap on the highest limits
of the delivery charges in peak hours of service.

The Ministry should also clearly defideR NJA LIt LiNdkeld khg fih& cost of the product goes up

due to additioral charges, and provide for protecting consumers against this by including penal
provisions for violation.

What's the issue?
While ecommerce enterprises offer many benefits, the development of the segment has rendered consumeys
vulnerable to new formsef unfair trade practices, violation of privacy and issues of unattended grievances.
Predatory pricings one such issue and it may result in competition being wiped out and prove detrimental to
consumers in the long run.
Predatory pricing is a sheterm strategy, adopted by some of the market giants with deep pockets to
sustain shorterm losses and reduce the prices of their products below the average variable costs.
This may lead to wiping out competition from the market and could be detrimentddda@bnsumers in
the long run.

What the recent rules CONSUMER PROTECTION (E'COMMERCE) RULES, 2020

specify?
The Consumer PROVISIONS FOR E-COMMERCE FIRMS
Protection (E
Commerce) Rules,
2020, notified on
July 23, regulate all
commercial
transactions sold
over a digital or
electronic network.
The ecom rules
currently recognise
two e-commerce
business models,
namely,
marketplace model
and inventory
based model.
The rules have
separate specified
provisions for marketplaceand inventorybased entities.
The ecom rules require that all information on the return, refund, exchange, wayrand guarantee,
delivery and shipment of the goods or services being sold, including their country of origin, be provided
on the platform.
Such details enable consumers to make an informed decision.

2
3)
4
5,
6
0
8
0

Please note:
The Consumer Protection-@®mmerce) Rules, 2020 are notified undee new Consumer Protection
Act, 2019.
The Consumer Protection-®mmerce)Rules, 2020 are mandatory and are not advisories.

InstaLinks: 3. What is predatory pricing?
Prelims Link:
1. About the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.
2. Consumer Protection {Eommerce) Rules, Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
H N H Ruf@s. rticle?0Orgld=GL98DM2IL.1&imageview=0
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Mains Link:

The new Consumer Protection Act (CPA) has come into operation replacing the earlier law, which was over|
three decades old. What are the fundamental differences between the two Acts anevilew law serve the
expectations of the consumer better than its predecessor? Explain.

12. No digital tax if goods sold via India arm:

Context:
Through the amendment to Finance Bill 2021, the government has clarified that offslvoraraerce
LX FGF2N¥a R2y Qi KIFI@S G2 LI & W LISNI OSyid Sldz tAal
income tax here.

However foreign firms who arenot paying any tax will have to pay.

Who has to pay the digital tax?
The digital tax introduced in April 2020, applies only to-nesident companies with annual revenues in excess
of Rs 2 crore, and covers online sales of goods and services to Indians.

¢CKS a9ljdzr t ATFGAR2Y [S@eé AY LYRALY

It is a tax aimed at foreign digitcompanies. It has been in place since 2016.
The new amendment, effective from April 1, 2020, expands the equalization levy from online
advertising to nearly all online commerce activities done in India by businesses that do not have
taxable presence imdia through applicability of 2% on its revenues.
Specifically, it is levied on consideration receivable by theramerce operator for supply or services
or facilitation of supply or service ©Person resident in India, Nemsident under specified
circumstances such as through sale of data collected from a person resident in India, and Person wk
buys goods or services through an IP address located in India.

Please Note:
GAFA tax named after Google, Apple, Facebook, Amaz@na proposed digital tato be levied on large

technology and internet companies. France has decided to introduce the tax (3% tax on revenues from digital

activities).
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the issues associated with the
1. About the equdkation levy. implementation of equalization levy.
2. Applicability.
3. Exceptions. Link:
4. About GAFA tax. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GL98DM2IH.1&imageview=0

13. Development of Iconic Tourist Destinations Scheme:
Context:

Tourism Ministry, in association with Madhya Pradesh Tourism and India Convention Promotion Bureau are
2 NBI Yy AT Ay 3¢ Méetihgs, hcedtiaek, Cénferences and
Exhibitions) Roadshowa S S (i A y Khajyraha, M&ihyh
Pradesh.

About the Scheme:
It is a central sector scheme for the development of
identified iconic destinations in the country following a
holistic approach.
The objective of the scheme is to boost the tourism influx
India and serve as a model for other tourisites.
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The nodal agency for the scheme is the Tourism Ministry while other ministries such as civil aviation
railways, etc. are also involved.

About Khajuraho temples:
Khajuraho Temples are among the most beautiful medieval monuments in the cotliherge temples
were built by the Chandella ruler between AD 900 and 1130.
They are worldvide known for their erotic sculptures. The first recorded mention of the Khajuraho
temples is in the accounts of Abu Rihan al Biruni in AD 1022 and the Arab trweBatiuta in AD
1335.
The Khajuraho group of temples were built together but were dedicated to two religions, Hinduism ap

Jainism, suggesting a tradition of acceptance and respect for diverse religious views among Hindus fand

Jains in the region.

InstaLinks: 3. Al Biruni.
Prelims Link:
1. Khajuraho dance festival, temples. Mains Link:
2. Chandella rulers. Discuss the significance of the scheme.

14. Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) scheme:

Context:

TheUnique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) schdrag been launched in 10 States this year and

will be rolled out across the country by March 2022.
This plan has been laid out in a parliamentary standing committee report submitted to the Lok Sabh4
as part ofthe Digital India Land Records Modernisati&®ttogramme (DILRMRyhich began in 2008
and has been expanded several times.

Land Identity

About the Scheme: 14-DIGIT SIX STATES
T . . . . ULPIN will will get
Under the scheme, a digit identification number will be issued to provide the unique
. coordinates | number in
every plot of land in the country. of the land | first phase
“ . _ A ~ A . X - A X « poL & IT WILL BE LINKED TO . D ¢
LU Aa O0SAYy3a RSaONAO® Kruhber thatweutl ! o S U e aystem I} RE

uniquely identify every surveyed parcel of land and prevent land frauc
especially in rural India, where land records are outdated and dispute
The identification will be based on the longitude and latitude of the lar

parcel, and is degndent on detailed surveys and gesferenced .,o%v.,.u'.;..ag
cadastral maps. LAND ACQUISITION

ESTATE PUT AN END
Benefits: E%::":: e
tral ownership

The benefits of ULPIN are multitudinous. The single source of information ca
authenticate the ownership and in turn it can end the dubious ownership. It will help identify thergoeat
lands easily and protect land from shabby land transaction.

InstalLinks: Mains Link Write a note on the Digital India Land
Prelims Link: Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP).

1. About ULPIN.

2. Key features. Link:

3. About DILRMP. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle

?0rgld=GSUSE3NQU.1&imageview=0

15. NRC rejection @ié to be issued soon:

Context:
¢KS /SYiNB KIFIa G2tR GKS taaly 328SNYYSyd GKIFG a
excluded from the final National Register of Citizens (NRC) which was published in 2019.

Background:
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More than 19 lak of the 3.29 crore applicants in Assam were left out of the final register that took five years
O2YLIAES FyR 024ai MZ H H gl ALDALE

About NRC: | THE CITIZEN COUNT

Atits core, the NRC is an official record of What is NPR? How is NPR different from Census?
i it 288 | Itis an identity database of residents. Census is a primary source of (XA
Fhose who are Ieg al I n d lan C“':I zens. It 1 It does not offer the right to claim socioecqnor%ic ané demographic i
includes demographlc infmation about all citizenship. data, which is shared as aggregates.
those individuals who qualify as citizens of i .
. . . Is privacy guaranteed under NPR? How will government use NPR?
India as per the Citizenshi p ACt, 1955. 0 grivacy is nodt offered fr?’;mally, Thgl EPR }Nill be u?ed foqfidentifying pa—
H H ata covered under NPR is available eneficiaries for welfare programmes, =,
The reg ister was fi rs_.t pre pal_‘ed after the for government use. like in the case of Ujjwala.
1951 Census of India and since then it has
not been updated until recently_ Is NPR linked to NRC? Does NPR have any links to CAA?
#) | The home minister says no. Buta No. CAA is meant to grant citizenship
So far Su ch a database has o nbee n (4 ) 201849 govt report says NPR s the first to non-Muslims fleeing Pakistan,
step towards the creation of NRC. Bangladesh and Afghanistan.

maintained for the state of Assam.

Cost of conducting Deadline for completing
Why was NRC updated for Assam? ?12,695 T Census, updating NPR. § Feb 2021 both the exercises.
In 2014, the SC ordered the updation of the NRC, in

accordance with Citizenship Act, 1955 and Citizenship Rules, 2003 in all parts of Assam. The process offici
started in 2015.

InstalL inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Relation between Census and National Discuss why a nationwide NRC exercise may not be
Population Register. feasible.
2. NPRvs NRC.
3. How NRC is related to Assam accord. Link:
4. Constitutional provisions wrt to grant and https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
revocation @ citizenships. ?20rgld=GSU8SE3NRO0.1&imageview=0

5. Who carries out Census?

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

lly

1.t FyStf FfFr3a /SyadNBQa YSFINB LISyar

Context:
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development submitted its report tokh®abha recently.

Highlights of the report:
The reportsuggesi§ KS / SY G NB G2 Ay ONE pravilediioK@dor seNi@ titEaidS ¢
widows and disabled people.
Assistance undehe National Social Assistance Programme (NS#d®) been verjow ranging from
Hnn G2 pnn LISN) Y2Y(GK dzy RSNJ 6KS RAFFSNByd O
It also highlighted disparities in the payment of wages and unemployment allowances under the
flagship MGNREGA scheme.

About National Social Assistance Programme (IREA

The NSAP is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of Rural Development. It came into effect fr
15th August,1995.

It represents a significant step towards the fulfillment of the DP3Rtiale 41 of the Constitutior(It directs

the State toprovide public assistance to its citizens in case of unemployment, old age, sickness and
disablement and in other cases of undeserved want within the limit of its economic capacity and developme
It aimsto provide financial assistance to the elderlwidows and persons with disabilities in the form of

social pensions.

Coveragelt currently covers more than three crore people who are below the poverty line (BPL), including
about 80 lakh widows, 10 lakh disabled and 2.2 crore elderly.
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Presently NSAP comprises of five schemes, namely:

1. Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS).

2. Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS).

3. Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS).
4. National Family Benefit Scheme NEBS)
5

. Annapurna.
InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on NSAP.
1. About Annapurna Scheme.
2. About NSAP. Link:
3. NSAPeligibility. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Articles 41 and 42 of the Constitution. ?0rgld=GA28C12BM.1& mageview=0

2. Statewelfare boards for building and other construction workers (BOCW

Context:
The Centre has ordere$tate welfare boards for building and other construction workers (BOGW)to
distribute household and other articles to workers and instead stick to transferring monetary assistance into
their bank accounts.
The BOCW boards are meant to carry out welfare activities for workers from the cess on constructio
collected by Stas.

Background:

The building and other construction workers (BOCW) are the most vulnerable segment of the unorganized
sector workers in India. They work under aggravating conditions with uncertain future. A large chunk of then
are migrant labourers worikg in different states far away from their native places. They play a significant role
in nationbuilding yet find themselves on the margins of the society.

About the Building and Other Construction Workers Act, 1996:
Enacted to regulate the employmeand conditions of service of these workers and to provide for
their safety, health and welfare measures.
Under the Act, the State Governments through their State Welfare Boards are mandated to frame ar
implement welfare schemes for construction workers.
The fund, under the legislation, comprises the Cess @1% of construction costs which is levied and
collected by the State Governments and remitted to the Welfare Fund.

What is a cess?
A cess is levied on the tax payable and not on the taxable incomaesénse, for the taxpayer, it is
equivalent to a surcharge on tax.
A cess can be levied on both direct and indirect taxes. The revenue obtained from income tax,
corporation tax, and indirect taxes can be allocated for various purposes.
The proceeds of blaxes and cesses are credited in the Consolidated Fund of India (CFl), an account
the Government of India.

InstaLinks: Mains Link: What is Cess? How is it different from
Prelims Link: a surcharge? Discuss.

1. Difference between Cess and Tax.

2. Who can levy andollect cess? Link:

3. About BOCW Act. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=G7M8DPNN3.1&imageview=0
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Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

1. QS World University Rankings by Subject 2021

Context:

12 Indian Institutions have secured positions in top 100idQS Subject Rankings for the year 2021.
These are IT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, 1ISC Bangalore, IIT Guwahati,, IIM Bang
IIM Ahmedabad, JNU, Anna University, Univedditpelhi, and O.P Jindal University .

Amongst these: Top universities
1. IIT Madras has been ranked 30th in the world fc Four Indian institutions feature in the top 100 list of QS

World University Rankings under two subjects -

Petroleum Engineering, Engineering and Technology and Natural Sciences
2. 1T Bombay has been ranked 41st and IIT Engineering and Technology
Kharagpur has been ranked 44th in the world fo "" TS "" ~TATE
Minerals and Mining Engineering, 2 Stanford, U.S. 2 Stanford, U.S.
3. Univesity of Delhi has been ranked 50th in the 3 Cambddge, U.K, 3 Harvard, U.S.
Id f D | t Studi 49 11T, Bombay 92 115c, Bangalore
world for Development Studies. = I, Delhi
94 IIT, Madras
About QS World University Rankings by Subiject:
Compiled annually to help prospective students A el
identify the leading universities in a particular Nk

subject.
Research citations, alongttithe results of major global surveys of employers and academics are use
to rank universities.

The QS World University Rankings by Subject 2021 cover a total of 51 disciplines, grouped into five broad
subject areas.

1. Arts & Humanities.

2. Engineering and Technology.

3. Life Sciences & Medicine.

4. Natural Sciences.

5. Social Sciences & Management.

What is QS World University rankings?
It is an annual publication of University rankingsQmacquarelli Symonds (QSA british company specialising
in the analysis of higher education institutions around the world.
Previously, it was calleimes Higher EducatiogQS world University rankingd'he name changed since
2010.
It isthe only international ranking to have received the approval of Internat@rnRanking Expert
Group (IREG).

InstalLinks: 4. Top 1Q0institutions worldwide.
Prelims Link:
1. Indicators used to rank institutions. Link:
2. Performance of Indian Institutions. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
3. When was institutions of eminence scheme ?0rgld=GGDS8BERNA.1&imageview=0
launched?
2. El Salvador becomes first central American country to be declared malz
free:
Context:

El Salvador has becorttee first country in central America and the third in all Americasget the malaria
free certificate from the World Health Organization (WHO) in recent years.
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Malaria elimination certificate is awarded to a country when the chain of indigenous traneméfsi
the disease has been disrupted nationwide for at least three consecutive years.

The only other countries in the WHO Regions of Americas to have eliminated malaria in recent years
are Paraguay (2018) and Argentina (2019).

High Burden to High ImpagHBHI) initiative:
Initiated by WHO in 11 high malaria burden countries, including India.

In India, Implementation has been started in four states i.e. West Bengal and Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh

and Madhya Pradesh.

About Malaria:
Caused by parasitethat commonly infects a certain type of mosquito which feeds on humans.
Spread:Female Anopheles mosquitoes deposit parasite sporozoites into the skin of a human host.

Four kinds of malariparasites infect humans:

Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax, P. ovale, Rnohalariae. In addition, P. knowlesi, a type of malaria that
naturally infects macaques in Southeast Asia, also infects humans, causing malaria that is transmitted from
FYAYEE (G2 KdzYty 6641 22y2GA0¢ YFEIFINREFOO®

Durgama Anchalare Malaria Nirakaran (DAMaNitimtive:

Among statesh RA A K Q& 5dzNBF YIF | yOKLF f I NB ais dighificdnt. b A NJ
The initiative aims to deliver services to the most inaccessible and hardest hit people of the State. The

initiative has irbuilt innovative strategiesat combat asymptomatic malaria.
The programme ipintly implemented byIndian Council of Medical Reseaiidational Institute of

Malaria Research (ICMRMR), National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP), Odisha

and Medicines for Malaria Ventu(®MV).

Insta Links: 2. Malaria causes and treatment.
Prelims Link: 3. About DAMaN initiative.
1. Difference and examples of various 4. HBHiinitiative.

diseases caused by Virus and Bacteria. 5. Malaria elimination certificate.
3. Rare diseases:
Context: l
TheDelhi High Courhas set up a special RARE DISEASE FACTS NORD @ RARE
committee to find a timebound solution on Learn more at rarediseases.org L—INSIGHTS
WaYS to provu_je treatmeqt mhtherapy RARE DISEASE: Any disease, disorder, There are approximately
options to patients suffering from rare illness or condition affecting fewer

: than 200,000 le in the United

diseases. s e e e 71000

The committee has been asked to 4

RARE DISEASES

It’s estimated that

AAPS AAYYSRAI (S ( Mostrarediseases
. are genetic or have a
for crowdfunding of the costs of Henetic com actents

treatment for children with rare —
RA&SIAS4¢® AT\ of raredis 25_30
1 90%/
What's the issue? N MILLION AMERICANS

(almost 1 in 10) have rare diseases’

hearing a bunch of petitions filed by patients glansmiyke cheenied

X R at birth or in childhood:
suffering from rare diseases such as

TRRRTRIRTR
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) and n

‘ There are | = p ;fr * -
| dzy ( SND & saekipgRiinBtivh3cithe ﬁ JUU . =

government to provide them uninterrupted -

free treatment in view of the exorbitant cost MANY RARE DISEASES PEDIATRIC Y
result in premature deaths of A L

of treatment. infants and young children, CANCERS n
or are fatal in early childhood.* are rare?
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DMDis a condition that causes progressive muscle degeneration and weakness in the victim.
| dzy i SN & isiarafeRINGase $hit is passed on in families. It mostly affects boys and their
bodies cannot keak down a kind of sugar that builds bones, skin, tendons, and other tissues.

The Delhi High Court has asked the Centre to finalise and notify the National Health Policy for Rare Diseas¢
March 31.

What is a rare disease?
A rare disease, also refed to as an orphan disease, is any disease that affects a small percentage of the
population.

a2dli NINB RA&SIFaSa INBX 3ISySGAOI FyR INB LINBaFP

not immediately appear.

The most common rare diseases recorded in India are:

Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sicklell anaemia and primary immuno deficiency in children, antmune
RAaSlIasSax [eazaz2YlFf aid2N)r3IS RA&A2NRSNB &dzOK Cyséic t 2
Fibrosis, Hemangiomas and certain forms of muscular dystrophies.

Concerns and challenges:

1. They pose a significant challenge to health care systems because of the difficulty in collecting
epidemiological data, which in turn impedes the procesardfing at a disease burden, calculating
cost estimations and making correct and timely diagnoses, among other problems.

2. Many cases of rare diseases may be serious, chronic artrifatening. In some cases, the affected
individuals, mostly children, nyaalso suffer from some form of a handicap.

3. As per the 2017 report, over 50 per cent of new cases are reported in children and these diseases afe

responsible for 35 per cent of deaths in those below the age of one, 10 per cent of deaths between t
ages obne and five, and 12 per cent between five and 15.

Efforts by India towards this:
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has publishedy I G A 2 y I £ LJ32f A O& F2 NJ
RAaSIHasSaqQo
The policy intends to kickstart a registry ofgaliseases, which will be maintained by the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Under the policy, there are three categories of rare diseasesquiring onetime curative treatment,
diseases that require loAgerm treatment but where the cost isVg, and those needing loAgrm

s by

YL

he

treatments with high cost. Some of the diseases in the first category include osteopetrosis and immune

deficiency disorders, among others.
Financial assistancéss per the policy, the assistance of Rs 15 lakh will be prowideatients suffering from
rare diseases that require a oitiene curative treatment under the Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi scheme. The
treatment will be limited to the beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.

Justification for state's intervention:

1. State has responsibility for providing affordable, accessible and reliable heakttservices to every
citizen.

2. Constitution also mentions importance of heattare services under articles like 21, 38 and 47 and
thus state cannot evade this responstlyilinder the pretext of nofustifiability of articles.

3. Even if pharmaceutical companies are incentivized to develop drugs to treat rare diseases,
pharmaceutical companies remain beholden to the laws of economics and, given the low demand fo
orphan drugsprice these drugs as high as they choose to. Hence there has to be regulation of the
government in restricting the exorbitant prices of the drugs.

InstaLinks: 2. Which diseases can be classified as rare

Prelims link: diseases?
1. Lylv?)\I- Qa Lkrfaode 2y NI NE RAaSIFasSao
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Mains Link: What are rare diseases? How do they Link:
spread? And how can the spread be prevented? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GU38BP2LE.1&imageview=0

4. Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi:

Context:
Union Cabinet has approved tleeeation ofPradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN).

About the fund:
It will bea single noAapsable reserve fundor share of Health from the proceeds of Health and
Education Cess.
The accruals into the PMSSN will be utilised for the flagattipmes of the Health Ministry including
Ayushmann BharatPradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (ABAJAY) and National Health Mission and
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) and also disaster preparedness, and respons
during health emergencies.
In any financial year, the expenditure on such schemes of the Health Ministry would be initially
incurred from the PMSSN and thereafter, from Gross Budgetary Support (GBS).

Significance:
The major benefit will be enhanced access to universal and afbbechealth care through availability of
earmarked resources, while ensuring that the amount does not lapse at the end of financial year.

5. Maths, physics, chemistry not compulsory for engineering admissions:
AICTE:

Context:
TheAll India Council foiTechnical Education (AICTE)the technical education regulatar has made Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics (PCM) optional for students who wish to pursue technical courses like
biotechnology, textile or agriculture engineering at the undergraduate Iddelvever PCM remains
mandatory for most engineering subjects like computer science.
The revised regulation is in line witie National Education Policy (NE¥sion that encourages
flexibility in the choice of subjects.

As per the latest guidelines:

Students only need to score 45% in any three subjects from a list of 14 in order to qualify.

The universities will offer suitable bridge courses such as madhies) physics, engineering drawing, etc for
the students coming from diverse backgrounds to achieve the desired learning outcome of the programme.

About the New Education Policy:
The aim of the Policy 2020 is to create an education system which isydeepgd in Indian ethos and can
rebuild India as a global knowledge superpower, by providing-dpigttity education to all.

Highlights of the policy:
Public spending on education by states, Centre to be raised to 6% of the GDP.
Ministry of Human ResouedDevelopment renamed as Minister of Education.

Digital Educationrelated:
An autonomous body, the national educational technology forum, will be created for the exchange o
ideas on use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning andstuchtidmn.
Separate technology unit to develop digital education resources. The new unit will coordinate digital
infrastructure, content and capacity building.

Teacher Educatioirelated:
By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will ieua year integrated B.Ed.

www.insightsonindia.com 60 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU38BP2LE.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU38BP2LE.1&imageview=0

Teachers will also be given training in online educational methods relevant to the Indian situation in
order to help bridge the digital divide.

School Educatiofrelated:
Universalise the pr@rimary education (age range of@3years) by 2025.
Universalization of Education from psehool to secondary level with 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in school education by 2030.
A new school curriculum with coding and vocational studies from class 6 will be introduced.
AOKAf RQa Y2UKSNJ l2y3dzS Attt 06S dzASR a4 (KS Y
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCES IS NOW MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

\v
¢
>

New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure:
. s FOR SCHOOLS FOR COLLEGES §
The NEP proposes changing the existing 104 from 1042 to 5+343+4: Current 1042 structure  SAT-Like College Test: National Testing A%
in which policy covered schooling from Agency to conduct common college

Curricular and Pedagogical Structure With (" Class 1to 10 (age 6;16) and then Class entrance exam twice a year
5+3+3+4 designovering the children in the [V M2 (age l619) gvesway 105YearS Year Bachelor: 4-year mult-disciplinary
preparatory, 3 of middle & 4 years //
\

. 7 bachelor's programme to
agegroup 318 years. Under this ot Sndass Actaoming D)), orctrrc miciarm topouts
i H | . S0 \ to be given credit with optionto & )
1. Five years of the Foundational Stage: Multi-Stream: Flexibility to choose NN/ complete degree aftera reak ~
subjects across streams; all subjects to be

years of preprimary school and offered at two levels of proficiency No Affiliation: Over next 15 years colleges will
be given graded autonomy to give degrees,

. Diluted Board: Board exams to test only core 1ol with inlunnetst
Grades 1, 2; competencies; could become modular (object and :@:ﬁﬂmﬂ;{‘yg&'xs to end, so would

2. Three vears of the Preparatory (or subjective) and will be offered twice a year
y . . P y ( Multilingual: 3-language policy to continue Fee Cap: Proposal to cap fee
Latter Primary) Stage: Grades 3,4, 5 .. with preference for local language > charged by private institutions

3. Three years of the Middle (or Upper | 2‘::':’;“;',,':;;’";;‘;‘;;’;’5:,&:::: g‘,ﬂ;‘ Z:,?:,Zh;;i::?r;m?dg|oba.
Primary) Stage: Grades 647, diring whic ey e ypoeed 108 vosatin :/ cone tolnd, o ndian ntfutons
4. Four years of the High (or Secondary] of choice (i.e. informal internship) == tobe encouraged to go global
Stage: Grades 9’ 10, 11, 12. TOI FORMORE INFOGRAPHICS DOWNLOAD 0o NESew Q
Instal inks: 6. About the proposed national educational
Prelims Link: technology forum.
1. Overview of new Pedagogical Structure
with 5+3+3+4 design. Mains Link:
2. What are Special Educational Zonegar Disass the significance of recently announced New
the new policy? Education Policy 2020.
3. Who will set up the Gender Education Fund
as per the policy? Link:
4. Role of the proposed Academic Bank of https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
Credit. ?0rgld=GJV8CC160.1&imageview=0
5. Gross Enrolment Ratio target in higher
education?
6.W52dz0f S Ydzil yGi Q GANHzA QG NAIFYyld F2dz
Context:

Genome sequencing of a section of virus samples by a consortium of 10 laboratories across the country, called

the Indian SARE0V2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACO®@)s revealed dzy A |j dzS G R2dzo t S Y ¢z |

coronavirus variantt with a combination of mutatios not seen anywhere else in the world.
The new variant has been found in at least 200 virus samples from Maharashtra, as well as a handfdl
from Delhi, Punjab and Guijarat.

What's the concern?
Mutations in the virus per se are not surprising but speaifitations that help the virus evolve to thwart
vaccines or the immune system or are linked to a spike in cases or in disease severity are causes of concetn.

Why do viruses mutate?

A mutation just meanasa difference; a letter change in the genome.
Mutations in viruses are a natural part of evolution.
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In the case of SARS0VY2, which is an Ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, a mutation meansrgehn the
sequence in which its molecules are arranged.

A mutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making copies
itself.
InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Lmk: Discuss the concerns associated with mutations of
1. Whatis Covid 197 Covid 19 virus.
2. What is mutation?
3. What is mRNA? Link:
4. What is RTPCR test? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

7. National Commissin for Allied and Healthcare Professionals Bill, 2021:

Context:
National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill passed by Parliament to regulate practice o
allied and healthcare professionals.

Key features of the Bill:

Definitions:
1.

3.

Significance:

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Overview of the Bill. Discuss the significance of the Bill.
2. About the National Commission.
3. Functions. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
4. Definitions. rticle?0Orgld=GUJ8DMBOR.1&imageview=0
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The pressure on the virus to evolve is increased by the fact that so many millions of people have no
been infected.

?0rqld=GFR8DMGK3.1&imageview=0

The Bill seekstset upa National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professitmeegulate and
standardize the education and practice of allied and healthcare professionals.

The functions of the proposed National Commissimelude framing of standards for educati@and
practice, creating and maintaining an online Central Register of all registered professionals, providin
basic standards of education, and providing for a uniform entrance and exit examination.
Under the legislationpnly those enrolled in a Statedgjister or the National Register as a qualified
allied and healthcare practitionewould be allowed to practice a allied and healthcare
practitioner.

TheBIRSTAY Sa |y WI ff A& RnaksBeiate,dekhnitiaN,Bbiesknaloyigt fdined®o

<

of

support the diagnosis and treatment of any illness, disease, injury, or impairment. Such a professiornal

should have obtained a diploma or degree under this Bill.

I WKSIE f G§KOI NludesInierdisi, hdrapigt) of ay other professional who studies,
advises, researches, supervises, or provides preventive, curative, rehabilitative, therapeutic, or
promotional health services. Such a professional should have obtained a degree undék. this B
Allied and healthcare professiorthat are mentioned in the Bill include professionals working in life
sciences, trauma and burn care, surgical and anaesthesia related technology, physiotherapists, and
nutrition science.

The legislation will increase employment opportunities for the allied and healthcare professionals an
provide dignity to their valuable works.

Also, there is an immense demand for the qualified healthcare professionals and the legisifition
provide necessary impetus in providing affordable healthcare to the people.
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8. CBSE rolls out assessment framework:
Context:

The Central Board of Secondary Education has rolled aeiv assessment framework for Classed®in

English, Maths and Sciend@e collatoration with the British Council.

It is aligned wittthe National Education Poliqga @A aA2y 2F | OKAS@GAy3 | Hf 3

Key facts:
¢KS FTNIYSG2N)] oAttt NBLX I OS

based on their competencies needed to solvettaR I & LINRP O6f SYa ®¢
Under the systemTeachers will be trained to create question papers and other assessnetinods
that test the actual competency of students in these subjects, rather than their ability to memorise

chunks of text.

In the first phase, the framework will be implemented in select Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya
Vidyalayas, CBSE schools in Chyamtj and a few private schools.
By 2024, it will be rolled out to 25,000 CBSE schools across the country, with 1.32 lakh teachers anc

two crore students.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GUJS8DMB1F.1&imageview=0

GKS GaSEAalGAY3I NERI

Context:
As per the latest order of the Karnataka No respite from tests Srom | 3684 ﬂ;ﬁ
Government, passengers arriving from any State tc Besidespreventive messues, teauthores haveaso | £ orcses  W2.09477 /
! ) enhanced testing to contain COVID-19. The graph shows 1,680 |RECOVERED
Bengaluru must possess a-RTR negative report. thespread of the pandemicin the southern States 2 TomaL | okl

e — & ﬁg-ﬂ\~

4 o0 s NUMBER DEATHS
= o OF CASES 850,091 N

How RTPCR is used for detecting Covi8?

The causative agent for Covid19 is the SA
Co\f2 virus. It is an RNWrus, that means it
infiltrates a healthy cell to multiply and
survive.

Thus, the R'PCR test is for the identificatio
of SARE0V2 RNA. In this, the RNA is
converted to DNA through a process called

S o & & s e % . Patient wait: People i to gi I
WNBGSNBS (NI yaONR LI ; fretwsreonemsqmeooieamles | ramsmnstrsee o ity | S

Thursday. = K.v.S. GIRI

How it is carried out?

The SARS0V2 RNA is generally detectable in respiratory specimens during the acute phase of

infection.

For that upper and lower respiratory specimens (such as nasal, nasopharyngeal) are collected.
This sample is treated with several chieal solutions that remove substances, such as proteins and

fats, and extracts only the RNA present in the sample.

Realtime RTPCR setup usually goes through 35 cycles, which means that by the end of the process
around 35 billion new copies of the semts of viral DNA are created from each strand of the virus

present in the sample.

% 873,219 | 12641

TOTAL ‘ 3469

. NUMBER .

% OF CASES 8,85,209
8,95,879 |7.201

; TOTAL | 18,207

& NUMBER
£ oF CasEs 947,781
£ 978478 [124n

TOTAL
NUMBER I 24,380

& oF cases
§ 11,11,897 | 4539 R

has 19 non-COVID deaths | ***Kerala has a mismatch of 310 cases
due to unaccounted deaths, missing persons

ur»

TR

As new copies of the viral DNA sections are built, the marker labels attach to the DNA strands and then

NEfSFHasS || Ffd2NBaoOSyid ReSs

the screen. The computer tracks the amount of fluorescence in the sample after each cycle. When the
amount goes over a certain level of fluorescence, this confirms that the virus is present.

InstaLinks: 3. What is a RNA virus? How it survives?
Prelims Link: 4. What are antibodies?

1. Difference between RNA and DNA.
2. Differences between RT PCR and antibody Mains Link:

tests. Discuss the significance of-FPCR test.
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10. Happiness Curriculum:
Context:

Uttar Pradesh government is likely to introduce WK |- LJI WHAT IS HAPPINESS CURRICULUM
O dzZNNX @sdrpildrrject from this academic session. | > It calls for schools to

Objectives: and apply life skills to
The purpose to launch the curriculum in UP is to support
students in their journey to sustainable happiness through | » The scheme of Delhi
engagement in meaningful and reflective stories and in July 2018

activities.

What is Happiness Curriculum?
The happiness curriculum was first introduced by the Delhi government in 2018.

How is the curriculum implemented?
The curriculum is designed for studentsctdsses nursery through the eighth standard.

The learning outcomes of this curriculum are spread across four categories:
1.

2.

3.
4.

How assessment is carried out?

Tobecalled NS | f A & ® difA d\euEDImzNINF | happiness of students along

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

address the well-being and

. ) : : ith inculcating skills of
introduced in Mathura schools this session onward: | ritical thinking and inquiry

» It aims to enable learners
to communicate effectively

stressful and conflicting
situations

» Shravan Kumar Shukla, a
government school teacher
from Gorakhpur, was a core

member of the team in Delhi

government was launched

The curriculum calls for schools to promote development in cognition, language, literacy, numeracy
and the arts along with addressing the wellbeing and happiness of students.

Group 1consists of students in nursery and KG, who hawedgkly classes (45 minutes each for one
session, which is supervised by a teacher) involving mindfulness activities and exercise. Children
between clases 12 attend classes on weekdays, which involves mindfulness activities and exercises
along with taking up reflective questions.

The second groupomprises students from classe$and the third group is comprised of students
from classes ® who apartirom the aforementioned activities, take part in selpression and reflect
on their behavioural changes.

Becoming mindful and attentive (developing increased levels ciselfeness, developing active
listening, remaining in the present).

RSOSt2LIAY3A ONRGAOIE (GKAY1lAy3a FyR NBTtSOGAZ2Y
and behaviours, thinking beyond stereotypes and assumptions).

developing sociaémotional skills (demonstrating empathy, coping with anxiety and stress.
developing better communication skills) and developing a confident and pleasant personality
(developing a balanced outlook on dalily life reflecting-setifidence, becoming responsibledchn
reflecting awareness towards cleanliness, health and hygiene).

=]
pufi
A

For the evaluation, no examinations are conducted, neither will marks be awarded. The assessment under {his

OdzNNA Odzf dzY A& ljdzl t A& GRNIOBEES NJ2 DA yAK & y2 deiK G2 ¥ EINE I(
journey is unique and different.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of Happiness Curriculum.
1. Whatis it?
2. Components. Link:
3. States implementing Happiness Curriculum.  https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
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Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

1. Rajasthan Information Commission penalises five officials for negligence:
Context:
The Rajasthan Statafbrmation Commission has adopted a tough stance against government officials showiifg
negligence in providing information undgre Right to Information (RTI) Act.
The Commission has imposed fines on five officials of different departments (Includiatasgcr
Village Development Officer and village secretaries) and passed adverse remarks about their condu

<)
—

What's the issue?
The officials have been fined for not providing information to applicants. Besides, the officials had not

respondedtothe Comma a A2y Qa y20A0Sao

About the RTI Act, 2005:

It sets out the rules and procedures regarding citizens' right to information.

It replaced the formeFreedom of Information Act, 2002.
This act was enacted in order to consolidtdie fundamental right in the ldlian constitution ‘freedom
of speech'SinceRTl is implicit in the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression under Artiaé 19

the Indian Constitution, it is an implied fundamental right.

Key Provisions:
Section 4 of the RTI Acequires suo motu disasure of information by each public authority.

Section 8 (1jnentions exemptions against furnishing information under RTI Act.
Section 8 (2provides for disclosure of information exempted under Official Secrets Act, 1923 if large

public interest is serk

Information Commissioners and PIOs:
The Act also provides for appointment of Information Commissioners at Central and State level.
Public authorities have designated some of its officers as Public Information Officer. They are
responsible to givenformation to a person who seeks information under the RTI Act.

Time period:
In normal course, information to an applicant is to be supplied within 30 days from the receipt of application |by
the public authority.
If information sought concerns the life iberty of a person, it shall be supplied within 48 hours.
In case the application is sent through the Assistant Public Information Officer or it is sent to a wrong
public authority, five days shall be added to the period of thirty days or 48 hourseasse may be.

Applicability of RTI to:

Private bodies:

Private bodies are not within the Act's ambdirectly.
In a decision o$arbijit roy vs Delhi Electricity

KEY POINTS OF DIFFERENCE

The bill seeks to empower the central govt on deciding salaries,
and other terms of service of information commissioners.

RTI Act, 2005 RTI (Amendment) Bill, 2019

Regulatory Commissiorthe Central
Information Commission also reaffirmed that
privatised public utility companies fall within
the purview of RTI.

Political parties:

The Central Information Commission (CIC) had held t
the political parties are public authorities and are
answerable to citizens under the RTI Act.
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Term

Quantum of salary

Deductionsin salary

CHIEF information
commissioner (CIC)
and information
commissioners will
have a tenure of
five years

CENTRE will notify
the tenure of all
information
commissioners
(ICs) at state and
central level

CIC pay equivalent
to CECs, Central ICs
and state CIC to
election commis-
sioners and state ICs
to chief secretary

SALARIES and
allowances of
these officers will
be determined by
the Central
government

IF such officials are
receiving pension
or other retirement
benefits, their
salaries will be
reduced by an
amount equal to the
pension

THESE provisions
have been removed

Source: PRS Legislative Research
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But in August 2013 the government introduced a Right To Information (Amendment) Bill which would remove
political parties from the scope of the law.
Currently no parties are under the RTI Act and a case has beefofilednging all political parties
under it.

Chief Justice of India:
Supreme Court of India on 13 November 2019, upheld the decision of Delhi High Court bringing the office o
Chief Justice of India under the purview of Right to Information (RTI) Act.

=

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Definition of Public Authority under the act. Discuss the significance of the RTI Act, 2005.
2. Exceptions under the act.
3. About Chief Information Commissioner. Link:
4, State Information Commissioners. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Publicinformation Officers. ?0rgld=GB8CC6IS.1&imageview=0
6. Latest amendments.

2. Index Monitoring Cell:

Context:
Index Monitoring Cell (IMC) recently submitted its report to the centre.

Key recommendations:

Decriminalise defamation.
Consent of the Press Council of India should be made a prerequisite before filing an FIR against the media pr a
publication.

About the Index Monitoring Cell:
Set up bythe Information and Broadcasting Ministrin 2020.
Itstad { A& (G2 AYLINRGS LYRAIFQA NIylAy3a Ay GKS 2 2NI
yardstick to gauge media freedom.
The group will also put in plaegemechanism for States to come up with their own rankings of press
freedom.

Composition of the IMC:

It will include the directoigeneral of the Press Information Bureau, officials from the Registrar of newspapers
of India, Bureau of outreach and commeation, and from the press facilitation unit, apart from the secretary
of the Press Council of India and Niti Aayog.

About Press Freedom Index:
ParisbasedReporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), or Reporters Without Bordemsnprofit organisation that
works to document attacks on journalists around the worlthked India 142 out of 180 countries in its
annual Press Freedom Index report published on April 22, 2020.
The parameters that are evaluated for these rankings, include pluralism, media independence
environment and sel€ensorship, legal framework, transparency among others.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Suggest ways to improve India's ranking in the
1. When and why was the IMC setup? annual Press Freedom Index.
2. About the Press Freedom Index.
3. Parameters. Link:
4. India's performance. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GDCS8CICNN.1&imageview=0
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3. SC to hear plea against sale of electoral bonds:
Context:
The Supreme Court has agreed to urgently hear a plea by NGO Association for Demaocratic Reforms to stay the
sale of a new set of electoral bonds on April 1, before the Assembly elections in crucial States such as Wes}
Bengal and Tamil Nadu.
What's the issie?
The petitioner pointed out that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Election Commission had both said that
the sale of electoral bonds had become an avenue for shell corporations and entities to park illicit money
and even proceeds of bribes witholitical parties.
How An Electoral Bond Works
What are electoral bonds?
Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for % 3
making donations to political parties. m Notified banke ars chosen
The bonds are issued in mUItIples of Rs. The notified bank issues electoral bonds
1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh ¢
Rs. 1 crorevithout any maximum limit. Inquu%r}%ggbituglsp:r;;lgﬁttoral bond using a
State Bank of Indigs authorised to issue
and encash these bonds, which are valid fc Ihedonor g&ej&f}g‘g baity ol hiecher choice the bond
fifteen days from the date of issuance. . .
These bonds are redeemable in the EotaaE oF whiah are with the Blectoral Commission
designated account of a registered political
party.
The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or
established in India) for a period of ten days each in the months ofdanipril, July and October as
may be specified by the Central Government.
A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals.
52y2NR& yIYS A& y2i YSYyliGAz2ySR 2y (KS 062yRO®
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Critically examine the effectiveness of electoral
1. What are electoral bonds? bondsin ensuring transparent political funding and
2. Eligibility. suggest alternatives?
3. Denomination.
4. Features. Link:
5. Who can issue these bonds? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GF88D0L0J.1&imageview=0
Topics: Role of avil services in a democracy.
1LW[FEGSNI £ SYGNBEQ Ay(G2 o0dzNBIF dzONI Ogy
Context:
wSOS8yidtes (KS !'yAz2y tdotAO {SNBAOS /2YYraarzy ot
talented and motivated Indian nationalshwt f Ay 3 (2 O2y UNARO6dzGiS G261 NRa y I (A
Secretary and 27 of Director in central government Departments.
These individuals, who would maké& | G SNI £ Sy dNEBé Ay d2wdldike 32 FSINY
contracted for three to fie years.
¢tKSaS LRaida ¢ Siedingivand Ndsofadr SGs¢ STs and OBCs.
2 KIFG A& WEIFGSNIE SyidNRQ Ayid2 3I3208SNYYSYiGK
Recommended by NITI Aayog, in its thyear Action Agenda.
The induction of personnel will take place at the middle and seanmmagement levels in the central
government.
¢tKSaS WElFiSNIt SyiNlrydaQ é62dZ R 6S LI NI 2F GKB (
career bureaucrats from the All India Services/ Central Civil Services.
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Need for and significance:
1. Lateral etrants have specialised knowledge and expertise in the domain area.
2. Meets the twin objectives of bringing in fresh talent as well as augment the availability of manpower.
3. It provides stakeholders such as the private sector andprofits an opportunity © participate in
governance process.
4. It will help in bringing change in organisation culture in Government sector culture.

Why is lateral entry sometimes criticised?
There is no reservation in these appointments.
They are seen as back doors fqudditical party to bring its own people openly.

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the pros and cons of lateral entry into civil
Overview of Articles 309 to 312. services.

2. Annual democracy report:

Context:

CATUK Fyyddt RSY2ONI O& NBLR NI NBK St S8 RY 1odi X GNIRBA 2

Varieties of Democracy (Dem)Institute.
The report summarises the state of democracies of the world against the backdrop of developments
that have taken place over the past decade.

Highlights of the report:
Regarding India:
1. India's position has been downgraded frémi K S gl2N\H a0 RSY2 ONJI Oe ¢ (i 2
I dzi 2 ONJ O& ¢ @

2. Reasons behind the downgradé: Ydzi T t Ay3é¢ 2F GKS YSRAIFII | yR 2¢
laws.

3. In censorship, India is noms autocratic as is Pakistan, and worse than both its neighbors Bangladesh
and Nepal.

4. TheuseoORS T YF GA2Y & F N 1agig1: TOP-10 AUTOCRATIZING COUNTRIES, 2010-2020
uz2 aAtSYyoS e22daNy I f .
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA)have placed constraints on civil

| cHANGE | LDI2010 | LDI2020 | REGIMETYPE 2010 REGIME TYPE 2020
Poland -0.34 0.83 (ZER Liberal Democracy | Electoral Democracy

universities engaging in protests against Mauritius  -023 073 DX Liberal Democracy  Electoral Democracy |
- & Cx T &\ X | : Bolivia ~ -018 041 0231 QAECUEIVINIEEENE G ERET
6 l:l K'S /tf:\ U A ItS )t/ at:f }t\ LJI by 10 Thailand ~ -0.17 0.34 (AVA Electoral Autocracy | Closed Autocracy
. owever, the report notes that Civi
society is being increasingly muzzled whi
organisations alignre g A UK 0KS
Y20SYSyué KIS Il A

1
2 Hungary -0.32 0.68 k7R Electoral Democracy Electoral Autocracy
society and gone against the 3 Turkey  -029 040 (YN Flectoral Democracy Electoral Autocracy
| 2 y 3 l] A l.'l le] A 2 y' oF:] C’) 2y 4 Brazil -0.28 0.79 (1B Electoral Democracy Electoral Democracy
. - L 5 Serbia -027 051 (W23 Electoral Democracy Electoral Autocracy
5. Universities and authorities have also 6 Benin -0.26 0.55 (SN Electoral Democracy  Electoral Autocracy
punished students and activists in 7 India YR Y TRl Eloctoral Democracy Electoral Autocracy
8
9

The classification of regime type is not only based on the LDl score but also the
Electoral Democracy Index, as well as the extent to which elections overall have
been free and fair. See Liihrmann et al. (2018) for details.

\

Freedom at global level:

1. Liberal democracies have diminished over the past decade from 41 countries to 32 countries.

2. The global decline during the past 10 years is steep and continues in 2020, Bppetee AsisPacific
region, Central Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin America.

3. The level of democracy enjoyed by the average global citizen in 2020 is down to levels last found
around 1990.

4, §9f SOUG2NIf I dzi2 ONI OAS&¢é NBndhldng with doSed dusbératiesl.J? LIdz
ydzYo SNyt adlridSas K2YS G2 cy LISNI OSyid 2F GKS
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5. Several G20 nations such as Brazil, India, Turkey, and the United States of America are part of this frift.
6. The number of democratising countries has dreg@y almost half to 16, hosting a mere 4 per cent of
the global population.

Why should India be worried?
1. ¢KAa NBLRZ2NI 02YSa gAl0KAY | ¢6SS1T 2F ! { 61 6OKRg13
FTNBSEWONB SARREY Ay (GKS 22NI RQ NBLRNI®
2. InMarch last yearReports Without Borders (RSBlaced India alongside China, Russia, Iran and Saud
I' N} 0AF Ay | fAald 2F LINBaa FTNBSR2YQa ag2NRBRG RAI)
3. ¢KS | { 32 BRefgulsF@ebamMonitoN 5 02 YYSYRSR (KFG GKS 0O2dyyi
aK2dzZ R AyOf dzRS LYRAI Ay (GKS tAad 2F aO2dzyiNAKBa
4. Again in April, India was ranked 142nd out of 180 countriesfnC Q& t NB & & smINGEoR 2 Y| L
ranks down.
5. The country also fell 26 places to rank 105th among 162 countries and territorieglobah economic
freedom indexreleased by the Fraser Institute in Canada in September 2020.
6. Finally in December 2020, India was ranked 111th out of 162 countriesinithd 2 Ly a 4 A { dzi|S Q
Freedom Index 2020.
LYRAIFIQa a4fARS Ay (KSaS NBLER2NIa 2yteé YANNRNE Ada
democratic freedoms over the past few years.

puji
(¢p))

InstalL inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Various reports mentioned above and their Comment on India's performance in recently
publishers. released annual democracy report.

2. India’s performance.

3. The Bihar police Bill:

Context:

The Bihar Special Armed Police Bill, 2021 was passed recently amid pogtdssOpposition.
The Bill is aimed at boosting security, and will have limited scope as it is applicable only to certain
specified areas.

Aim of the BiIll:
LG aFAYa G2 RSOSt 213 (K Srained dod flly equipped armadiiot fod WitlDS A y i 2
multi-domain expertise to cater to the development needs and the larger interest of the state.

Key Provisions:

1. Renames the Bihar Military Police as the Bihar Special Armed Police, and gives the force more teetl, on

the lines of the Centidndustrial Security Force (CISF), so it can better secure the commercial and
industrial assets of the state.

2. ¢KS YFYyRIGS 2F GKS F2NOS gAatt 0SS GKS aYFAYGSyly
better protection and security of specifiebtablishments in such manner as may be notified and
LISNF2NY adzOK 20GKSNJ RdziASaz Fa YIFed 06S y20AFASRODE

3. Empowers Special Armed Police officers to carry out searches and arrests without warrant.

4. Courts can take congnizance of certain offences by the ofimely after government sanction.

Need for:
h@dSNJ GKS LI ad RSOFRSET (GKS aidldSQa RSLISYRSYyOS 2y |/ S
force of its own will save government expenses and create more jobs for locals.

Issues and concerns axsated:
The bill gives absolute powers to the police personnel in some cases.
Section 15 of the Act says a court cannot take cognisance if a special armed police officer is involvefl in
a serious case barring some exceptions.
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The government says the Bill is applicable only to certain areas. But it has not specified which areas
nor has it said on what basis would these locations be notified.

InstalLinks: Discuss the issues assated with the Bill.
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the Bill. Link:
2. Police subject under 7th schedule. https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/bihar
police-bill-explainedprotestsin-assembly
Mains Link: 7246113/

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.

1. International North South Transpd®orridor:
Context:
India has made the following demands wrt INSTC attRel38 dGal NAGAYS LYy RAI ¢ adzYy
virtually:
1. Include Chabahar port ithhe 13-nation International North South Transport Corridor
2. Expand INSTC membershipibgiuding Afghanistan and Uzbekistan.

Moscow
[

Need for and significance:

Establishing an eastern corridor through Afghanistan

would maximise its potential. ‘
Vienna

About INSTC:

Itisa 7,200km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail,

and road routefor moving freight.

Regions involvedindia, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan,

Russia, Central Asia and Europe.

= Rall corridor
North-South

. Zahedan  Trensport Corridor
Dry runs of two routes were conducted in 2014: E Ashgabat Agreement

1. First was Mumbai to Baku via Bandar Abbas. Chabahar @ Port
2. Second was Mumbai to Astrakhan via Bandar fort

Abbas, Tehran and Bandar Anzali. ™
umbai

Source: CS15; Reconnecting Asia

dgnificance of the corridor:

1. /| 2y OSA@PGSR ¢Sttt o0ST2NB /KAylrQa .Std IyR w2l R

and time taken for transfer of goods from India to Russia and Europe via Iran but also provide an
alternative connectivitynitiative to countries in the Eurasian region.

2. This will also synchronize withe Ashgabat agreemeng Multimodal transport agreement signed by

India, Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, for creating an international transport

and trarsit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf.

InstaLinks: Mains Lirk:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of INSTC.
1. About INSTC.
2. Countries covered. Link:
3. Important cities. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Key ports. ?0rgld=GGD8BERNZ2.1&imageview=0

2. India reaffirms Lanka defence ties:

Context:

With the participation of the Indian Air Force Chief and 28rait in the threeday event in Colombo to mark
the 70th anniversary of the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAIEja sought to reaffirm its strong defence cooperation
with Sri Lanka.
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The last time Indian aircraft took part in such an event was in 2001, on the@dc2y 2 F (KS
year.

India Lanka Defence ties historical background:
5dzZNRAyYy 3 { NR [ |y ] dciddavar, 2ndi&Hds playedlBcRucidR S1€) poRtiSally and at times,
using its military.
The controversidindian Peace Keeping For@¢KF)was present in Sri Lanka.
India also launche® h LIS NJ & A 2 yf 1987 2wHiéntthe lhdan Air Force dropped food supplies
in Jaffna.

Ly { NR& [wayeka)}Idéd ankdanditéry partnership has focused mostly on training and capacity

building. About 1,200 Sri Lankan military personnel are trained in India every year.
In 2020, Indian Navy and Coast Guard personnel helped the Sri Lankan Navy in a ckiglairige
2LISNI GA2YyT 6KSy |y 2Af GFy1SNI ¢Syl dzLd Ay FtlI

Geopolitical Significance of Sri Lanka:

{NRA [yl Qa t20FLG4A2y Ay GKS LYRALFY hOSIy NB3IAZY

several major powers.
Some examples that highligiitestern an
AYyGSNBadGa Ay { bkiongrd
the British Defence and External Affairs
Agreement of 1948, and the Maritime
Agreement with USSR of 1962.

Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China fo \

Port city project and for continuation of Chinese

funded infrastructure projects iBri Lanka.
/| KARINQA y3 27T  ldSimadiatQ
encircling India to establish dominance in
the Indian Ocean.

{NRA [yl Qa t20FG4A2y OF

industrial purposes and be used as a military base.
{ NA [Qolgnibb Fbéis the 25th busiest |
container port in the world and the natural
deep water harbor at Trincomalee is the fifth largest natural harbour in the world.

......

Port city of Trincomaleavas the main base for Eastern Fleet and British Royal Navy during the Secor
World War.
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: I 2YYSYy(d 2y [/ KAYlFUda {{iNx
Locations of:
1. Port city of Trincomalee. Link:
2. Colombo port. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
3. Chabahar port. ?0rgld=GGD8BIDG9.1&imageview=0

3. China plans to buildownstream dams on Brahmaputra:
Context:
In its new Fiverear Plan (2022025), China has proposed to build first dams on the lower reachéarbfng
Zangbo riverasthe Brahmaputrais known in Tibet before it flows into India.
Other major projects include the construction of coastal nuclear power plants and power transmissio
channels.

What are India's concerns?

1. China's dam building overdrive is a concern becdlusee are no bilateral or multilateral treaties on
the water.

2. ChHna believes dam building on the Brahmaputieps it assert claim over Arunachal Pradesh.
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3. India believes China's projects in the Tibetan platdmeaten to reduce river flows into India.

4. Dams, canals, irrigation systems can turn water inpolétical weaponto be wielded in war, or during
peace to signal annoyance with aigparian state.

5. Denial of hydrological data becomes critical DAGU =1 JIEXU ‘ 1 ZANGMU - JIACHA
when the flow in the river is very high. 640 MW 510 MW 320 MW

6. China is contemplating northwardreuting TIBET AUTONOMOUS REGION CHINA
of the Yarlung Zangbo. ~Z :

7. Diversion othe Brahmaputra is an idea 1"'«».,,.. N {‘”i’f’fﬁ“"%_ww e =)
China does not discuss in public, because it "*'\M 3: g
implies devastating India's northeastern Nepy, . ’,-"'"-.........,_ D
plains and Bangladesh, either with floods or 7 BHUTAN »vﬁvﬁ
reduced water flow. e

Significance of Brahmaputra river for India:

The Brahmaputra flows for ovef@0km through Tibet, India and Bangladesh.
It is crucial for India too as its basin is a critical water source for Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Nagaland and West Bengal.

The Brahmaputra valley supports the lives of several indigenous coities.

Instal inks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Countries through which Brahmaputra 5Aa0dzaa K2g¢g / KAYIl Q& dzLJa (i NX
flows. Brahmaputra River have impacts on countries
2. Dams constructed across Brahmaputra. downstream and the ecology surrounding.
3. What is Brahmaputra called in China? Its
tributaries. Link:
4. Himalayan region tlough which this river https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
pass. ?0rgld=G2J8BP9VM.1&imageview=0

4. Indus water panel holds meeting:
Context:
After a gap of more than two and half years Indian and Pakistani delegations égue the 116th Meeting of
the Permanent Indus Commission.
The meeting is being viewed as part of the broader process of normalisation of bilateral ties betweern
the two neighbours.

About the Indus Water Treaty:
It is a WatetDistribution Treaty, signeith Karachi on 1960, between India (Pm Jawaharlal Nehru) and
Pakistan (President Ayub Khan), brokered by the World Bank.
Under the treaty, India has control over water flowing in the eastern riyBesas, Ravi and Sultle;.
Pakistan has control over the wesn rivers; Indus, Chenab and Jhelum.

As per the treaty, the water commissioners O Indus river system CHINA
Pakistan and India are required to meet twict Area ceded by Pakistan to Chins,
' @SEFENJFYR NN y3sS s zdmmedbylndla Arcaheldbychna, S S P U
sites and critical river head works. T e
Both the sides share details of theater flow L,'“ N l
H Line of control NINL
:}nd the quantum of water being used under s 5 . ‘._,N;____hm;nd Kimw 7‘
e treaty. Shabaadar {_i B o
/ ";, by India \ \"’\c
Permanent Indus Commission: » Ravi Virtual fine
The Permanent Indus Commission is a J""""' '\'“”“L»\ :‘am:::.’m
bilateral commission of officials from India s

and Pakistan, created to implement and o
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manage goals of the Indus Waters Treaty, 1960.
The Commission according to the treaty must meet regularly at least once a year, @igindndia
and Pakistan.

The functions of the Commission are:
to study and report to the two Governments on any problem relating to the development on the
waters of the rivers.
to solve disputes arising over water sharing.
toarrangel SOKY AOFf @AaArda (G2 LINR2SOGaQ aiaasSa FyR

to undertake, once in every five years, a general tour of inspection of the Rivers for ascertaining the

facts.
to take necessary steps for the implementation of the provisions of the treaty

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Indus and its tributaries. Discuss the significance of Indus Water Treaty.
2. When was Indus Water treaty signed?
3. Who brokered the treaty? Link:
4. Highlights of the treaty? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Functions of Permanent Indus Commission.  ?20mgld=GTU8DIM2B.1&imageview=0
6. Hydmwelectric projects in News in this

regard.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or

affecting I ndiads interests.

l1.vdzZr R f S| RS NAIndbRadificw2 LISY X FTNBSQ

Context:

Firstever leadership summit of the quad We are united by our democratic () Welointogetheras -~

grouping was held virtually. opentpiesandour ommimenc o217 e T A
India, Japan, U.S. and Australia Our agenda, covering areaslike /™ be a new dawn in the Indo- o & )

participated. emerging technologies, make the | L~ 1% scort MORRISON,

vaccines, climate change and '8 Pacific through our gathering
Quad a force for global good PM, AUSTRALIA

NARENDRA MODI,
PM, INDIA

0 1 wish to firmly advance our
Outcomes of the meet: ot s

We are renewing our afree and open Indo- y
The Quad meml?e[S :_':lgreed_’_to ) f, Qcommltmemtoensure Paclﬁc.nndil)remkcalanmhlc { o
aSljdza G 0f ~ % thatour is contribution to the peace, .

Sy a dzNB .
vaccines. 4
They also observed that the Indo
Pacific region should be governed i
accordance with human rights.
The leaders also discussed the challenge posed by China.

governed
international law, committ stability, and prosperity

to upholding universal values  BTETES TR TR TH
and free from coercion overcoming COVID-19

ko: BIDEN, PRESIDENT, U.S. YOSHIHIDE SUGA, PM, JAPAN B

What is Quad grouping?

The guadrilateral security dialogumcludes Japan, India, United States and Australia.
All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of
unhindered maritime trade and security.

Genesis

The grouping traces its genssd 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate relief operations

in the aftermath of the tsunami.

It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of South East Asian Nations

(ASEAN) summit.
The intention was to erdnce maritime cooperation between the four nations.

Significance of the grouping:
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Quad is an opportunity for likeinded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual
interest.

Members share a vision of an open and free hidwific. Eacls involved in development and
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security.

It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should n
be seen in amxclusive context.

2KIFG FNB / KAYlIQa @ASga 2y GKS vdzZ RK

There is a general understanding thlhé Quad would not take on a military dimension against any country.
The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded/it SYSNEA Y3 a&a! &A+Fy bl ¢
Notad £ & = WL LI y S & Sa /t 2ay K {KdeS/i @S atan@Ss@etheindigrSPariiaient gave a fresh
impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: A formal revival and rnvigorationof the Quad is
1. Quad composition. called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and to
2. When was it first proposed? ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas.
3. Countries and important islands in the Examine.
Indian Ocean region.
4. Geographical overview of Ine®@acific Link:
region. https://epaper.thehindu.com/HoméMShareArticle
5. Important seas and straits in the region. ?0rgld=G3C8CC6IG.1&imageview=0
Topi cs: Effect of policies and politics of d

interests, Indian diaspora.

1.¢ KS ! { HnH Wrade Ngenrild arRd20aD @rinual Report:
Context:
It is an annual report submitted by the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to the US Congress.

Key observations made by the USTR:

1. 2 KAt S LYRAFQA fFNHS YIN]SGsz d@Bphenymake it AiNBséniidk >
market for many U.S. exporters, a general and consistent trend of r@steictive policies have
inhibited the potential of the bilateral trade relationship.

2. wSOSyid LYRAFY SYLKIFaiAa 2y AYDKRNMG ¢a dd &dXd AdyA K
challenges facing the bilateral trade relationship.

3. ¢KS NBLER2NI RSaONAROGSa (KS ¢NHzYL) FRYAYAAUNI (A2
the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) progradune 201@nd the ensuing discussion to
F OKASPS | YAYA GNIRS RSIFEf 6aLI O1F3AS¢0 GKNRdAA

About the Make in India campaign:
Launched by Prime Minister Modi in 2014 to incentivise production in India.
It seeks to encourage manufacturing in India and galvahzeconomy with dedicated investments in
manufacturing and services.

To achieve it's goal, targets were identified and policies outlined.

1. ¢2 AyONBlas (KS YI ydzFI OdldmFeyadnuni i @detdiiRasatie? ¢ § K

aSO002NDaeedokdmMdBE Ay K
2. To create 100 million additional manufacturing jobs in the economy by 2022.

ot

he

F Al
/ Q2

K 2 C

3.¢2 SyadaNB G(KIG GKS YIydzZFI OGdzNAy3I aSOG2NRa Oz2ydal

2025) from the current 18.6%.

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GOR8B336D.1&imageview=0
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2. d{ d GKAY{1GFYy]l NBLER2NI Of I 33AFASY
Context:

¢KS NBLER2NI GCNBSR2Y A¥ dpkRBSRIZNX R3I & nanlya 5EB&OWG O
Freedom House.

Key findings:
1. CNBSR2Y4a AY LYRAIF KIFI @S NBRddzOSR NBadzZ GAy3a Ay L
2. LYRAIQa a02NB 46Fa c1X | RNERLJ FNEP Yfree category last T NP |V

year.

3. Reasons for the downgrad&he government and its Statevel allies continued to crack down on
critics during the year.

4. The private media are vigorous and diverse, and investigations and scrutiny of politicians do occur.
However attacks on press freedom have escalated dramatically under the Modi government, and
reporting has become significantly less ambitious in recent years.

5. Security, defamation, sedition and contempt of court laws have been used to quiet critical media
voices.

6. Revelations of close relationships between politicians, business executives and lobbyists on one hand
and leading media personalities and owners of media outlets, on the other, have dented public
confidence in the press.

Freedom in US and China:
The U.Sdropped three points over one year, down to 83/100.
The United States will need to work vigorously to strengthen its institutional safeguards, restore its
civic norms and uphold the promise of its core principles.
| KAyl T Ofl aaaT¥AaA S Poitt fiom Wsf gedr goinHoHX@9/IBONE LILIS R |
¢KS YIfAIYy AyFfdzSyOS 2F (G(KS NBIAYS Ay [/ KAYLl X
profound in 2020.

About the Report:
Since 1973, Freedom House has assessed the condition of political rigttisibhiderties around the world. It
is used on a regular basis by policymakers, journalists, academics, activists, and many others.

How are the countries ranked?
¢KS NBLRNIQa YSGK2R2f 2 3@ tha @nivédsalNDRci@ratien ok HunmRIgtsE S Y S |
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948.
Freedom in the World assesses the realrld rights and freedoms enjoyed by individuals, rather than
governments or government performance per se.

What topics do the scores cover?

. Electoral Process.

. Political Pluralism and Participation.

. Functioning of Government.

. Freedom of Expression and Belief.

. Associational and Organizational Rights.

. Rule of Law.

. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights.

GTMMmMmOoOwW>

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link Freedoms in India have reduced
1. About the Report. NBadzZ GAy3 Ay LYRAITNESSKQPH
2. Latest findings. Comment.
3. How are countries ranked?
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Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=G2I8BAUUE.1&imagetie

3. China warns U.S. over its Taiwan stand:
Context:
/| KAyl NBOSyGfte 6FNYSR (GKS . ARSY FTRYAYAAUGNI GA2y
LINI OGA OS¢ 2F a&mdAy3d AdzLILI2 NI F2NJ ¢
China has also warned Taiwan that any attempt to seek independence "means war".

What's the issue?
China sees demaocratic Taiwan as a breakaway province, but Taiwan sees itself as a sovereign state, with it
own constitution, military, and elected leaders.

China Taiwan relations Background:
China has claimed Taiwan throughdt® y S/ K A sfrieeéhe Clgnesk O war forced the defeated
Ydz2 YAY Gl y3as 2N bl GA2ylfAaGE (2 FtSS (2 GKS Aatly
if necessary.
I KAYlF A& ¢lFAglyQa (2L G0N RAyYy 3 LI Niiliayf GimsIa largeitrade
surplus with China.
While Taiwan is selgovernedand de facto independent, it has never formally declared independence
from the mainland.

' VRENJ GKS 62yS O2dzyiNB:E (62 deaidSvyaé afminadd |

similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong.
Taiwan is a member of the World Trade Organizatior
AsiaPacific Economic Cooperation and Asian CHINA

. oTaipei
Development Bank under various names. -,
Indo- Taiwan relations:
Although they do not have formal diplomaties,
Taiwan and India have been cooperating in various
fields. 5 South China Sea
LYRAI KIF a NBTdza S/RK Aly2l €Syl .
since 2010.
4. Countries in South China Sea.
InstalLinks: 5. Qing dynasty.
Prelims Link:
1. Location of Taiwan and its histasic Mains Link:
background. Write a note on IndiaTaiwan bilateral relations.
2. Regions being administered by China under
One China policy. Link:
3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
United Nations? ?0rgld=GUO8BP270.1&imageview=0
4. What does Bide@d LISF OS LI Iy YSty F2NJ ! ¥
Context:

The Joe Biden administration has proposed a new peace plan to the Afghan government and the Taliban,
seeking to bring violence to a halt.

What's there in the American proposal?
1. It has propose@ UNled conference of representatives of Russia, China,iftak, Iran, India and the

USai2 RA&AOdzAA |+ dzy ATASR | LILINRBF OK (2 &dzlJLi2 NI
2. It seeks to accelerate talks between the Afghan leadership and the Taliban.
3. Ld dzZNBSa 020K aARSa G2 NBIFOK I O2ngdosshiagza 2y
F NN y3ISYSyGaT FAYR I NRFR YIFLI G2 | ySé aAyoOf

GLISNXYIYySyild YR O2YLINBKSyairg@dS OSIaSTANBE d
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Need for intervention:
According to the agreement the U.S. signed with the Taliban in February 2020, Ameragas are set to leave

Afghanistan by May 1. The Taliban and the Afghan government started peace talks in Doha in September last

year but reached no breakthrough.
The Biden administration is concerned about the slow pace of the talks. The U.S. asséssnae if
American troops are pulled out of Afghanistan, the Taliban would make quick gains.
.Sa4ARSazI ¢FtAOlYy KIFI@S FEtNBIRe GF1Sy 20SN YdzO
neck of its cities.

LYRAFQa LRaAdGAz2y 2y ¢lLfAGlFYY
For New Delhi, which has protested being left out of regional formulations in the past both in the original
az2zal02¢ LINRPOS&aazr FyR Ay (KS & KIAL SARy Oofl dzRRSR/ QAT 3 KLINYRAS
YSAIKOo2dzNERE 2yfeéx (KS ! of{ dQa &adz3aSaidrzy Aa I NBf
Previously, India refused to recognise the Taliban regime of-200& and rather supported the
Wh2NIKSNY !'tftALFyOSQ Ay FAIKIAYI GKS ¢lFfAol Yy
India has long held the position of dealing only with the elected government in Kabul, and bgs alw
considered the Taliban a terrorist organisation backed by Pakistan.
India supports an Afghaled, Afgharowned and Afghaicontrolled peace process.

Need for reconsideration:

LYRAFQa NBFdzaFf G2 Sy3k3S 6A e Se IALA alay |6 ALINGR EBA A tl

matters.
DA@SY LYRAIFIQa NBIAZ2YIE yR 3f20tf LRAAGAZYAX
in Afghanistan, not only in terms of the government but also in terms of political forces, sociktijean
Afghan body politics.
LYRALI Qa LJ2eagaderehtyvith2Tylibayi Bag reduced its role in international diplomatic
efforts.

Way ahead for India:

India should now upgrade its channels of communication with the Taliban.
LYRALF Qa Sy Hlb&cnditoyfalion Aaamjpining the mainstream politics.
LYRAI akK2dzZ R y20 3IABS tSIAGAYFOe (G2 || 3I20SNY
its own neighbourhood.

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=G0D8C490C.1&imageview=0

5. The Indian Ocean border dispute between Kenya and Somalia:
Context:

Kenya has said it will not take part in proceedings of the Internati€ourt of Justice (ICJ) over its maritime
border dispute with Somalia.

What's the issue?
The main point of disagreement between the two neighbours is the directit
in which their maritime boundary in the Indian Ocean should extend.

 Keng |
Where is the dsputed area?
According to Somalia, the sea border should be an extension of th ¥ os
same direction in which their land border runs as it approaches the o~
Indian Ocean, i.e. towards the southeast. S i

Kenya, on the other hand, argues that the territorial southeast boraer
should take a 45 degree turn as it reaches the sea, and then run in a latitudinal direction, i.e. paralle
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the equator. Such an arrangement would be advantageous for Kenya, whogtéreoaf 536 km is

Y2NB GKFy ¢ GAYSaA

Why is this area important?
The triangular area thus created by the dispute

AYFEESNI GKIEY {2YFEAl Q&

is around 1.6 lakh sq km large, and boasts of rich marine

reserves. It is also believed to have oil aad deposits.

InstalLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis UNCLOS?
2. Countries in the Indian Ocean region.

3. Horn of Africa.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Indian Ocean Region.

6.WARFRK LINBaSyiGta OSIFASTFANB LI Iy

Context:

Saudi Arabia presented a new peace initiative to end the war in Yemen.

The initiative includes:

A nationwide ceasefire under UN supervision and the reopening of air and sea links.

Reopening of Sana'a airport, and allowing fuel and food imports through Hodeidah port, both of whig

I NB O2y(iNRfftSR o068

Restarting of political negotiations between the Salbdcked government and the Houthis.

The war in Yemen: Background:
The conflict has
its roots inthe
Arab Springof
2011, when an
uprising forced
0§KS 02 dzy

January

Arab Spring spurs mass
protests leading to splits ir
the Yemeni army

longtime

authoritarian 26|1"I o
president, Ali

Abdullah Saleh, 2815 2016

to hand over
power to his
deputy,
Abdrabbuh
Mansour Hadi.
The political
transition was
supposed to
bring stability to
Yemen, one of
GdKS

June
Houthis fire a scud

0Obama authorizes U.S
military support to

placate Saudi Arabia in
the wake of the JCPOA

a A R R for8st ratiods{ibOt®Prediddnt Hadi struggled to deal with various proble
militant attacks, corruption, food insecurity, and continuing loyalty of many military officers to Saleh.

wligred HWMRrEovedwwng YA Sas GKS LNI Y
Timeline of the Yemen Crisis (2011-2018)
February September October
ps d Houthis seize Yemen's

AQAP, strengthened

by the war, increases
attacks on Houthis

interim president

ous political
ating violence

Yemen's civil war intensifies, pitting
factions against one another with es

I I I
2013 2014 2015
2017

2018

2019
|

December
Saleh killed after ending alliance
with Hor

December
Obama administration

April
Houthis strike

t er ol

one of missile strike
ainst AQAP almost

Fighting began in 2014 whehe Houthi Shia Muslimebel movementook advantage of the new

LNBAARSY (04

68 1ySaa

The Houthis is a group of Zaidi Shia Muslims who ruled a kingdom there for nearly 1,000 years.

Why is Saudi Arabia in Yemen?

SaudiAra Al AYUGSNFSNBR Ay
AYGSNYFGAZ2yltte NBO23
126 O0FR A& . SYSyQa

www.insightsonindia.com
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Since the Saudi interventian 2015, at least 10,000 people have been killed in Yemen, according to the WHQ.

The widespread damage caused to infrastructure by the coalition airstrikes and lack of supplies of food and
medicines due to the blockade have pushed Yemen into a humamitesiastrophe. About 12 million people
FNB Fd GKS NRA]l 2F adFNBFiGA2y AT AR R2SayQi NBI
outbreak. A child dies every 10 minutes in Yemen from preventable causes, says UNICEF.

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Link:
1. Who are Houthis? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
2. What is the crisis all about? ?0rgld=GFG8DEP39.1&imageview=0

3. Location of Yemen.

7. U.S. peacelan:
Context:
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani will propose a new presidential election within six months, under a peace pl
he will put forward as a countesffer to a U.S. proposal that he rejects.
Mr. Ghani will unveil his proposal at a gatheringunk€y next month, signalling his refusal to accept

A 2 4 A x

iKS ! ®o{ dQa LI Iy F2N) Kia StSOGSR 3I28SNYYSyd

U.S- Taliban peace deal:
A peace deal between the U.S. Government and the Taliban was signed on 29 February, 2020.
The deal calls for U.S. and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) troops to leave Afghanistan.

Significance of Peace in Afghanistan for India:
India has called for renewed efforts for establishing enduring peace and stability, and putting an end to
externally-sponsored terrorism and violence in Afghanistan.

Economically, it is a gateway to the oil and mingieth Central Asian republics.

Afghanistan has also become the secéadjest recipient of Indian foreign aid over the last five years.

Some ofthe important elements of the deal include:
The withdrawal of US troops along with bringing down NATO or coalition troop numbers within 14
months from when the deal was signed.

The main counteiterrorism commitment by the Taliban is that:
Taliban will noallow any of its members, other individuals or groups, includin@easda, to use the
soil of Afghanistan to threaten the security of the United States and its allies.

Instal inks: Mains Link Discuss the significance of the deal.
Prelims Link:

1. About the deal. Link:

2. What is NATO. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GTU8DIGR3.1&imageview=0

8. South China sea:

Context
The Philippine military has ordered the deployment of more navy ships to the South China Sea amid a grow
diplomatic row over a fleet of Qiese boats parked near a disputed relReed Bank.

About the South China sea dispute:
It isa dispute over territory and sovereignty over ocean areas, and the Paracels and the Speatlysisland
chains claimed in whole or in part by a number of countries.
Alongside the fully fledged islands, there are dozens of rocky outcrops, atolls, sandbanks and reefs,
such as the Scarborough Shoal.
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Beijing often invokes the scallednine-dash lire to justify its apparent historic rights over most of the
South China Sea, parts of which are also claimethbyan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Brunei.
China has ignored 2016 international tribunal decision that declared its assertion as withouslsa

Who Claims What?

Ch|na e CHINA TAIWAN
claims by far the largest portion of territoryan area defined o~ soutn SDASH LINE /
08 UKRIAKAYIYSE GKAOK aiuNBIL sea- CHAUM YA f
south and east from its most southerly province of Hainan. e s /

\ “ﬂ_"_,/';m_"_vlsmos PHILIPPINES
Vietnam: veram P
K2Gf@& RA&LMzi S accaurk safihg@hinakad & ) e
never claimed sovereignty over the islands before the 1940s cavenReets >
Vietnam says it has actively ruled over both the Paracels anc e ¥ ,h;:::'.fnfeef
the Spratlys since the 17th Centuryand has the documents to / ‘““"E'fif““‘ e / © Reots China's
prove it. Natuna islands BRUNE‘_ s
PhlllpplneS R msm INDONESIA

NES THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

both the Philippines and China lay claim to the Scarborough
Shoal (known as Huangyan Island in Chiral)ittle more than 100 miles (160km) from the Philippines and 500
miles from China.

Malaysia and Brunei:

They lay claim to territory in the South China Sea thay say falls within their economic exclusion zones, as
defined by UNCLG&he United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Brunei does not claim any of the
disputed islands, but Malaysia claims a small number of islands in the Spratlys

InstalLinks 6. Locate Taiwan strait and Luzon Strait.
Prelims Link:

1. Countries involved in the dispute. Mains Link:

2. What is nine dash line? Write a note on South China Sea dispute.

3. Disputed islands and their locations?

4. Important straits, passes and seas in the Link:

region. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle
5. What is UNCLOS? ?0rgld=G7M8DPPH&imageview=0

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AllB):

Context:

Centre signs $30dhillion pact with AlIB for power transmission network in Assam.
The fund will be utilised for the 'Assam In&tiate Transmission System Enhancement Project’, aiming
to improve reliability, capacity and security of the power transmission network in the.sta

What is AlIB?
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve so
and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of the Bank.
It isheadquartered in Beijing.
It commenced operations in January 2016.

Aim:

By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aimanecqeople,
services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future.
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Membership:
There are more than 100 members now.
Fourteen of the &0 nations are AlIB members including France, Germany, Italy and the United
Kingdom.

Voting Rights:
China is the largest shareholder with 26.61 % voting shares in the bank followed by India (7.6%), Ry
(6.01%) and Germany (4.2 %).

The regional members hold 75% of the total voting power in the Bank.

Various organs of AllB:
Board of GovernorsThe Board of Governors consists of one Governor and one Alternate Governor appointe

ssia

d

by each member country. Governors and Alternate Governors serve at the pleasure of the appointing memh)er

Board of DirectorsNonresidentBoard of DBOG 2 NE A& NBalLRyairioftS FT2N GKS
operations, exercising all powers delegated to it by the Board of Governors.
International Advisory PanelThe Bank has established an International Advisory Panel (IAP) to support the

President YR { SYyA2NJ al yI 3SYSyid 2y G4KS . ly1Qa adNy GdS3
issues.
InstaLinks: Mains Link: Write a note on the Asian
Prelims Link: Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB).
1. AIIB vs ADB vs WB.
2. Members of AlIB.
3. Top shareholders. Link:https://www.hindustantimes.com/india
4. \Votingpowers. news/centresigns304-million-pactwith-aiib-for-
5. AlIB supported projects in India. powertransmissiometwork-in-assam

101614093392032mp.html

2. OPEE+ move to hit recovery:
Context:
OPECH+ has agreed not to increase supply in April as they await a more substantial recovery in demand am
COVIEBEL9 pandemic.
Crude prices rose after the announcement and are up 33% this year.

Concerns for India:
LYRALF A& ( Kigges @il dpdrt€r indidintpdrtbldbout 84% of its oiind relies on West Asian
supplies to meet over threéfths of its

OPEC share of world crude oil reserves, 2018
demand.

W Algeria
As one of the largest crude m fngola
consuming countries, India is o m Congo
concerned that such actions by 1,189.80 biion barrels  eorlcs
\ . 79.4% quatorial Guinea
producing countries have the B Gabon
potential to undermine - :eran
. raq
consumptionled recovery and Kuwait
more so hurt consumers, B libya
. . . . Nigeria
especially in our pricsensitive S
market. W United Arab Emirates
W Venezuela
What is the Opec+? OPEC proven crude oil reserves, at end 2018 (billion barrels, OPEC share)
Opec+ refers to the alliance of Venezuela 30281 25.5% | Kuwait 10150 8.5% | Algeria 12.20 1.0% | Gabon 200 0.2%
SaudiArabla  267.03 22.4% | UAE 97.50 B.2% | Ecuador 8.27 0.7% | Equatorial Guinea 110 0.1%

crude producers, who have been
undertaking corrections in supply
in the oil markets since 2017.

IR Iran 155.60 13.1% | Libya 4836 41% | Angola 8.16 0.7%
Iraq 145.02 12.2% | Nigeria 36.97 3.1% | Congo 298 0.3%

Source: OPEC Annual Statisticol Bulletin 2019,
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OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Ryssia,
South Sudan and Sudan.

What is OPEC?
1. TheOrganization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OP&&3founded in Baghdadirag, with
the signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five countnesnely Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezudlhey were to become the Founder Members of the Organization.

2. OPEC ia permanent, intergovernmental orgaaation.

3. ht 9/ Qa 2 i eoSrditiate @8 unkydpetroleum policiesmong Member Countries, in order to
secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of
petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair ratusn capital to those investing in the industry.

4. Itisheadquartered in Vienna, Austria.

5. OPEGnembership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the
ideals of the organization.

InstaLinks: 8. What is OPEC+?
Prelims Link:
1. Founder members of OPEC. Mains Link:
2. Top oil producers? How groups, such as OPEC, influence oil prices
3. LYRAI Qa4 ONMXzRS 2Af A Y Llachdsihk world? Discuss.
4. Components and refining of crude oil.
5. Crude oil storage facilities in India? Link:
6. Geographical lcation of OPEC members. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
7. Type of Crude oil produced by OPEC and ?20rgld=G1T8BI896.1&imageview=0

non-OPEC members.

3. Cairn wins noérom five courts for $1.4 bn award:
Context:

Courts in five countries (the U.S., the U.K., the Netherlands, Canada and France) have given recognition to|an
arbitration award that asked India to return $1.4 billion to Cairn Energy plc.

Background:
Cain Energy had moved courts in nine countries to enforce its $1.4 billion arbitral award against India, which
GKS O2YLIl ye g2y FFFGSNI I RAaALMzIS 6A0GK (GKS O2dzy i NB QA
tax.

A taxing journey
ImplicationSZ A timeline of the conflict

. . . A . . January 2014: Income
The registratn of the award is the first step towards its enforcement in the eve Tax bepartment seeks

X . infi tion fi Cai
of the government not paying the firm. EherEy abeut oodn
reorganisation done

Once the court recognises an arbitration award, the company can then ,%go0e
petition it for seizing any Indian government asset such as bank accoul march 2015: cairn Energy

payments to stateowned entities, airplanes and ships in those L’f:;iiﬁ’?fo‘,ta,ﬁaS;,‘ijiTnf;‘,ﬁt,
jurisdictions, to recover the monies due to it. CIEIHg FSiI Obpact v

legislation to seek ¥10,247
crore in taxes. Cairn reacts
, s by filing a notice of dispute
What's the_ case” . . _ May 2018: Pending
Cairn had challenged the Indian government seeking taxes over an inte arbitration proceedings, I-T

. . . . . Department begins selling
business reorganisation using the 2012 retrospedxelaw, under the Ealen <hares fo facover
UkIndia Bllgteral Investmeqt Trea_tty.. ' _ ' TS T
In 2011, Cairn Energy sold its majority stake in Cairn India to Vedanta | international arbitration

. . . . tribunal concludes hearings
reducing its stake in the Indian company to about 10 per cent. in tax dispute
In 2014, the Indian tax department had demanded Rs 10c2dre ($1.4 December 23, 2020: Cairn

- . Energy wins arbitration
billion) in taxes.

InstaLinks: Prelims Link:
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=

What is Arbitration?

2. Recent Amendments. Mains Link:

3. About the International Court of Discuss the significance of the Arbitration and
Arbitration. Conciliation (Amendment) Act.

4. About the Arbitration Council of India.

5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996 Link:
Act. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
6. Permanent Court of Arbitration ?0rqld=GMP8BSCTE.1&imageview=0

composition, functions and members.

4. UN Human Rights Council:
Context
LYRAF KF& FoaldlrAySR FTNRBY I ONMHzOAlE @20S 2y { NR |
in Geneva.
The resolutionot?t N Y2GiAy3d NBO2YyOAfALGA2Y X | OO®Radzy (i | 6 A
however, adopted after 22 states tife 47-member Council voted in its favour.

About the Resolution:
It gives UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet the mandate to collect and preserve evidence of
ONAYSa NBEFGSR G2 {NAR [FYy1ll Q& OAGAf abdlsNI GKI
The resolution also contended the human rights situation has deteriorated under the Rajapaksa
administration and that rights defenders and ethnic and religious minorities are facing problems.

About UNHRC:

UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisatienlJN Commission on Human Righitshelp

2PSNO2YS GKS GaONBRAOAfAGE RSTAOAGE 2F (GKS LINBJAz
Headquarteredin Geneva, Switzerland.

Composition
The UNHRC has 47 members serving wttiame with elections held to fill up seats every year, based
on allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation.
Each elected member serves for a term of three years.
Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for moeattwo consecutive terms.

Functions
The UNHRC passesn-binding resolutions on human rights issuéisrough a periodic review of all
193 UN member states callé¢lde Universal Periodic Review (UPR).
It oversees expert investigation of violations in sgeabuntries (Special Procedures).

Challenges and Need for reforms:
The human rights record of the membstates such as Saudi Arabia, China and Russia in the council
has also not been in line with the aims and mission of the UNHRC, which has ledgajoestioning
its relevance.
Despite the continued participation of several western countries in the UNHRC, they continue to
harbour misgivings on the understanding of Human rights.
NonrO2 YL At yOS KIFa 0SSy | aSNR2dziioning & dzS & A GK NJ
Non-participation of powerful nations such as the US.

Instalinks 5. Headquarters of UNHRC.

Prelims Link: 6. Countries which have recently left UNHRC.
1. About UNHRC.
2. Composition. Link:
3. Functions. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. What is Universal Periodic Review? ?0rgld=GOU8DITME.1&imageview=0
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5. New Development Bank (NDB):

Context:

Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has tingddew Development Bank (NDB)

O2yaARSNI 62Ny Ay3 Ot2aste

Background:

GAGK LYRAIFQa ySg

NDB has so far approved 18 projects in India, including emergency loans of $2 billion to support health
spending and economic recoyein the aftermath of the COVID® pandemic.

About NDB:

It is a multilateral development bardperated by the BRICS statéBrazil, Russia, India, China and South

Africa).

It was agreed to by BRICS leaderthat5th BRICS summit held in Durban, Southida in 2013.
It wasestablished in 2014at the 6th BRICS SummitFadrtaleza, Brazil.
The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the five emerging

markets.

Headquarteredin Shanghai,

China.
In 2018, the NDB receig®bserver
status in the United Nations General
Assembly establishing a firm basis for
active and fruitful cooperation with the
UN.

Voting:

Unlike the World Bank, which assigns
votes based on capital share, in the
New Development Bank each
participant country will be assigned ong
vote, and none of the countries will
have veto power.

Roles and functions:

The Bank will mobilise resources for
infrastructure and sustainable
development projects in BRICS and
other emerging economies and
developng countries, to supplement
existing efforts of multilateral and

BRICS’ development bank

Initial contributions,

Brazil Russia India China South Africa

$50* « - Initial capital - » $100

J 4

New Development Bank Contingency currency pool

) REUTERS

regional financial institutions for global growth and development.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:

1. NDB members and voting powers.

2. Where it can invest?

6. NDB vs World Bank vs AlIB.

Mains Link:
Discuss the objectives and significance of NDB.

3. Which are the NDB funded projects in

India?

B

5. When was NDB established?

www.insightsonindia.com

Fortaleza declaration is related to?

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GHO8E9ODB.1&imageview=0
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GENERAL STUDZBS

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.
= '
1.1 F NBEFYFEQa ljd2dt fF6Y
Context:
The Haryana government recently notified a new law that requires 75% of private sector jobs in the state

reserved for local candidates.
In July 2019, the Andhra Pradesh government had passed a similar law, which was challenged in cg

About Haryana St Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020:
1. Itrequires private companies to set aside for domiciles 75% of jobs up to a monthly salary of Rs 50,
or as may be notified by the government from time to time.
2. The law is applicable to all the companies;isties, trusts, limited liability partnership firms,
partnership firms and any person employing 10 or more persons and an entity, as may be notified by
the government from time to time shall come under the ambit of this Act.

What are the legal issues isuch laws?

1. The question of domicile reservation in job®Vhile domicile quotas in education are fairly common,
courts have been reluctant in expanding this to public employment. It raises questions relattirey to
fundamental right to equality of citizens.

2. The issue dforcing the private sector to comply with reservations in employmeiftor mandating

reservation in public employment, the state draws its power from Article 16(4) of the Constitution. BUt,

the Constitution has no manifest provision for prie@mployment from which the state draws the
power to make laws mandating reservation.
3. It may not be able to withstand judicial scrutiny on the touchstonAricle 19(1)(g).

Q)¢

2 KOG A& GKS F2@SNYyYSyiuQa NIGA2YIES Ay ONRy3IAy3
1. Public sector jobs castitute only a minuscule proportion of all jobsTherefore, talks about extending
the legal protections to the private sector to really achieve the constitutional mandate of equality for
all citizens has been on.
2. Sinceprivate industries use public infrasticture in many ways from accessing land through
subsidised allotment to receiving credit from public banks, tax exemptions and in many cases subsic
for fuel etc, the state has a legitimate right to require them to comply with the reservation policy.

Do other countries take such affirmative action in employment?
Affirmative action is adopted in many countries in the context of race and gender.

1. For example, in the US, although there is no statutory requirement for employers to have quotas,
courtscan RS NJ Y2y SOl NBE RIFYlFI3ISa |yR AyedzyOuArgdS NB
FLIIINBLINRAF GS£€2 F2NI GAOGAYA 2F RAAONAYAYIlLGA2Y D

2. The Employment Equity Act in Canada also protects minority groups, especially aboriginals from
discrimination in federayl regulated industries, even in the private sector.

Concerns and challenges ahead:
1. It poses challenges for industrial development and private investment in Haryana.
2. It could also provide a shield to some firms indulging in unethical practices to retrench the existing
workforce.
3. Investors and businesses may start moving out of the state in search for best human resources.
4. Against the spirit of the Constitution, whidives citizens of India the freedom to work anywhere in the
country.

Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/haryanagsw-job-quota-rule-
spellsdisastersaysindia-inc/article33991908.ece/amp/
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2. Prompt Corrective Action Framework:

Context:

The Reserve Bank of India has taken IDBI Bank Ltd oupodiitpt corrective action listafter it found the
state-run lender was not in breach of the central bank's parameters.

Background:
IDBI Bank was placed under theaaled PCA framework in 2017 over its high bad loans and negative return
on assets, at a time when Indidéeanders battled record levels of soured assets, prompting the RBI to tighten
thresholds.
Now, the bank has provided a written commitment that it would comply with the norms of minimum
regulatory capital, Net NPA and Leverage ratio on an ongoing basimarapprised the RBI of the
structural and systemic improvements that it has put in place which would help the bank in continuin
to meet these commitments.

What is Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)?
PCA is a framework under which banks with wiadéncial metrics are put under watch by the RBI.
The RBI introduced the PCA framework in 2002 as a structuredieeiyention mechanism for banks
that become undercapitalised due to poor asset quality, or vulnerable due to loss of profitability.
It aims to check the problem of NelRerforming Assets (NPAS) in the Indian banking sector.
The framework was reviewed in 2017 based on the recommendations of the working group of the
Financial Stability and Development Council on Resolution Regimes for Fifvasiitigions in India
and the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission.

When is Prompt corrective action
framework invoked?

The PCA is invoked when certain risk
thresholds are breached. There are three
risk thresholds which are based on certain
levels ofasset quality, profitability, capital

RISK THRESHOLDS AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

and the like. ;

1011 RESTRICTION ON DIVIDEND / IN ADDITION OF ACTIONS DE
What are the types of rEStI’-ICt.IOHS? | DISTRIBUTION/REMITTANC UNDER RI(\K I)HHHH(,)II)I BRTRICTIoNS O OVIDENR
There are two type of restrictions, OF PROFITS. RESTRICTIONS ON BRANCH

. . .. EXPANSION
mandatory and discretionary. Restrictions | wore caniiat 10 g RESTRICTIONS ON BRANCH
. : H BROUGHT IN BY OWNER / EXPANSION - DOMESTIC / OR RESTRICTIONS ON
on dividend, branch expansion, directors | promorers in cast of OVERSEAS MANAGEMENT COMPENSATION
H H FOREIGN BANKS, AND DIRECTOR'S FEES
C(_)mpe_nsatlon’ are_ mandatory Whlle HIGHER "Rf)\/)\ﬂ)_.\'\ AS PART
discretionary restrictions could include DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS By OF COVERAGE REGIME e aal-ACTONS A
curbs on lending and deposit. v DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS BY
REGULATOR

What will a bank do if PCA is triggered?
Banks are not allowed teenew or access costly deposits or take steps to increase thebdsed
income.

Banks will also have to launch a special drive to reduce the stock of NPAs and contain generation of
fresh NPAs.

They will also not be allowed to enter into new lines o§iness. RBI will also impose restrictions on
the bank on borrowings from interbank market.

InstalLinks: 3. Parameters.
Prelims Link:
1. About PCA. Mains Link:
2. Features. Discuss the signifance of PCA framework.
A A A A4
3.t[LY /SYyGNBQad y2R F2NJoo !tlL F LL
Context:
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¢CKS JI2FSNYYSyld KFra FLILWINRPISR oo LI AOFGAZ2yiRe 6 A (K
production linked incentive scheméor active pharmaceutical ingredients.

What is an API?
Every medicine is made up of two main ingredientthe chemically active APls and chemically inactive,
excipients, which is a substance that delivers the effe¢tof L& (2 2y SQa aeadSvyo
API is a chemical compound that is the most important raw material to produce a finished medicine.
In medicine, API produces the intended effects to cure the disease. For instance, Paracetamol is the
for Crocin and it is the Aparacetamol that gives relief from body ache and fever.
Fixeddose combination drugs use multiple APIs, while sidgkee drugs like Crocin use just one API.

How an API is manufactured?
APl is not made by only one reaction from the maaterials but rather it becomes an API via several
chemical compounds. The chemical compound which is in the process of becoming an API from raw
material is called an intermediate.
¢CKSNE INB a2yvy$S 'tLa Kl
FNBY o0SAy3 I N¥Xrg YI GSNR
and reaches a very high degree of purity.

0 LI &aa & précdsR wiz@nkt crarg&sNI
Ff Ayd2 Ly !'tLéDP ¢KS

How India lost its API market to China?

During the early 90s, India was sedfiant in manufacturing APIs.
However, with the rise of China as a producer of API, it captured the Indian market with cheaper
products and it eventually led to high economies of scale for China.
China created a lowost APl manufacturing industry. The isthy was backed by the low cost of
capital followed by aggressive government funding models, tax incentives.
Their cost of operationisore 2 dzZNII K 2F LY RAIFI Qa O2ai o -pgeSoynt (1 KS
F 3 Ayad-14péRant. Q4 wmo
So, due tdow-profit margins and no#ucrative industry, Indian pharma companies over the years
stopped manufacturing APIs.

InstalLinks: 4. Comparison of API production in India vs
Prelims Link: China.
1. Whatis an APIs? 5. What are excipients in Medicine?
2. What is an intermediate?
3. APIsn fixed dose vs singledose drug Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
combinations. rticle?0rgld=GMG8C819R.1&imageview=0

4. The Jharkhand bihat reserves 75% jobs in private sector for locals:

Context:
The Jharkhand government has announced 75% reservation in private sector jobs.

How does the bill define private sector jobs?
The bill will treat shops, establishments, mines, enterprisel)stries, companies, societies, trusts, Limited

Liability Partnership firms and any person employing ten or more persons as the private sector and an entity.

Moreover, the same may be notified by the government from time to time.

Highlights of the Bt

1. Every employer needs to register employees on a designated portal who are receiving gross monthl
salary or wages not more than Rs 30, @00r as notified by the government from time to tinte
within three months of this bill (after turning into an hcoming into force.

2. No person should be engaged or employed unless the registration process is complete on the
designated portal.

3. No local candidate will be eligible to avail 75 per cent benefit without registering herself in the
designated portal.
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4. The employer may claim exemption where an adequate number of local candidates of the desired sKill

qualification or proficiency are not available.

5. The employer will have to furnish a quarterly return about vacancies and employment on the portal
which will ke examined by an Authorised Officer (AO), who is a District Employment Officer, who car
call any records for the purpose of verification.

6. The aggrieved employer may also file an appeal within 60 days of an order passed by the AO or DO
front of an Appdhte Authorityt the Director, Employment and Training, Government of Jharkhand.

Concerns and issues associated with this policy:
1. Violates constitutional provisiongrticle 16.
2. ImpactsW! y A G & A Yhispali& SadIedd doga Gitdation of lacas nodocals in an area, thus
posing a threat to the integration of the country.
3. It might discourage capital investment in the region.
4. Impacts freedom of a business.
5. Against the spirit of competition.

InstalLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss issues associated with Jharkhand's move to
1. Key provisions of the Bill. reserve 75% private jobs.
2. Atrticle 16 of the Indian Constitution is
related to? Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
3. Reservations vs Articles 14 and 15 of the xplainedthe-jharkhandbill-that-reserves75-jobs
Indian Constitution. in-private-sectorfor-locals7230819/

5. Universal basic income:
Context:
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has released the Trinamool Congress manifesto for the 2021
Assembly election.
The manifesto, among other things, promisasversal basic income for every family.

As per theannouncement:
'YRSNJ 6KS AyO02YS a0KSYSs Ftf GKS
YR (KS {OKSRdzZ SR /IFaitSa FyR {OK
The direct transfers will be in the name of the women head offémaily.
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What is Universal Basic Income?
It is a programme for providing all citizens of a geographic area (a country or state) with a given sum of mor
regardless of their income, resources or employment status.

The main idea behind UBIt@sprevent or reduce poverty and increase equality @mg citizens.

The essential principle behind Universal basic income is the idea that all citizens are enttled to

livable incomeA NNB a LISOGA PSS 2F GKS OANDdzvraidlyOSa GKSe

UBI has the following important components:

Universality (all citizenincluded).

unconditionality (no prior condition).

Periodic (Payments at periodic regular intervals).
Payments in cash (not food vouchers or service coupons).

PR

Benefits of Universal Basic Income (UBI):
1. Provide secured income to individuals.
Reduce puerty and income inequality in society.
Increase the purchasing power of every poor which will further increase aggregate demand.
Easy to implement because no identification of the beneficiary is involved.
Reduce the wastage of government money becausenggementation is very simple.

aprwON
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Supporters of the idea:
TheEconomic Survey of India 204 has advocated the concept of Universal Basic Income (UBI) as
an alternative to the various social welfare schemes in an effort to reduce poverty.
Other Supporters of the UBI programme include Economics Nobel LauRsstezsDiamond and
Christopher Pissaties, and tech leaders Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk.

Challenges in Implementing Universal Basic Income in India:
High cost involved in implementing UBI is a major factor contributing towards lack of political will in
working towards the universal basitcome in India.
It would reduce the motivation for work and might encourage people to live off assured cash transfer
and it is simply unaffordable.

InstalLinks: Mains Link Examine the arguments in favour and
Prelims Link: against introduction of universal basic income in
1. Components of UBI. India.

Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=GVE8CTBJ5.1&imageview=0

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.

1. Panelo evaluate applications for Universal Banks, Small Finance Banks:

Context:

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the creation of a Standing External Advisory Committee u
the chairmanship of Shyamala Gopinath for evaluating applicationdriimersal Banks and Small Finance
Banks.

This is part of the central bank's earlier announced plan to give banking permits on a continuous bagi

to candidates, a process that is is commonly known asdphlicensing.

What is On tap licensing?
It means the RBI window for granting banking licences will be open throughout the year.

What is Universal banking?

It is a system of banking whebanks undertake a blanket of financial servicliee investment banking,
commercial banking, developmenabking, insurance and other financial services including functions of
merchant banking, mutual funds, factoring, housing finance, insurance etc.

RBIs universal bank licensing guidelines:
1. LYRAGARdzZr f Ak LINPFSaarAz2ylfa gK2 NS WNBaARSyilGa
finance at a senior level.
2. The initial minimum paidip voting equity capital for a bank shall be " five billion. Thereafter, the bank
shall have a minimumet worth of * five billion at all times.
3. The requirement of Noi®Operative Financial Holding Company (NOFHC) is not mandatory for individy
promoters or standalone promoting/converting entities who/which do not have other group entities.
4. Not less tharb1% of the total paidip equity capital of the NOFHC shall be owned by the
Promoter/Promoter Group. No shareholder, other than the promoters/promoter group, shall have
significant influence and control in the NOFHC.
5. The bank shall get its shares listedtba stock exchanges within six years of the commencement of
business by the bank.
6. The bank is precluded from having any exposure to its promoters, major shareholders who have
shareholding of 10 per cent or more of paig equity shares in the bank, thelatives of the
promoters as also the entities in which they have significant influence or control.
The bank has to open at least 25 per cent of its branches in unbanked rural centres.
The bank shall comply with the priority sector lending targets afietargets as applicable to the
existing domestic scheduled commercial banks.

© N
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9. The board of the bank should have a majority of independent directors.
10. The validity of the isprinciple approval issued by the Reserve Bank will be 18 months from the date o
granting inprinciple approval and would thereafter lapse automatically.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. NBFCsmeaning. Discuss the significance of NBHEIs
2. Types. (microfinance institutions).
3. NBFCs under RBI.
4. NBF@MF} eligibility, functions. Link:
5. What is Net Owad Funds? https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
6. What are Qualifying Assets? m/business/rbisetsup-external-committee-for-
7. What are small finance banks. evaluatingapplicationsfor-universaismallinance
8. Differences between NBFCs, SFBs and banks/article34135398.ece/amp/

Payment Banks.

Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different  types of
irrigation and irrigation systemsstorage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce
and issuesand related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers.

1. Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP):

Context:
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has been strongly demandiital project status for the Eastern
Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP).
Hydropolitics in Desert State

What is the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP)? Eas‘fem,,a,ggha,,cana, Project
The Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project aims to harvest isallsettoget Union Cabinet

. i . N approval within this month
surplus waer available during the rainy seasorrivers

) ; \ The ?40,451-Frore project
in southern Rajasthan such as Chambal and its will be done in 3 phases

. . . . . .. and is proposed to be
tributaries including Kunnu, Parvati, Kalisindh. completed

. . . . . . . inseven
Besides supp_lylng ernklng wa'Fer in _13 cﬁstncts, oaes e
the mega project will also provide irrigation A\ 9@ @
water to an additnal 2 lakh hectares of land. bl s o
SawaiMadhopur P Dholpur

It will also supply water tthe DelhiMumbai
Industrial Corridor and take care of the flood

and drought situation in the area. Tha poiect s

address drinking water  jypajawar
and irrigation demands of *
Need for: .

13 districts of Rajasthan channellsing Chambal

river water that is get-

According to the state Water Resources Department,
Rajasthan, the largest state of tlia with a geographical RENEEITCENDEACTEDN DA INCTHAN
area of 342.52 lakh hectares which amount to 10.4 per cent of the entire country, holds only 1.16 per cent 0
LYRAIFIQa &Adz2NFI OS 4FGSNI YR MdTH LISNI OSyid 27F 3INER dz
Y2y 3 GKS &l (ofyate CiamiiaSikr bagnRasiSiiswater. But, this water cannot be
tapped directly becausthe area around the Kota barrage is designated as a crocodile sanctuary.

Therefore, the ERCP aims to create a network of water channels which will cover 23.67 per cent are

Rajasthan alongith 41.13 per cent population of the state.

Why is the demand of declaring the ERCP as a national project?
The reason cited by the Chief Minister for wanting the ERCP to be a national project is that its estimated co
around Rs 40,000 crore, whighnot possible to be borne by the state government.

InstalLinks: 3. Rivers in Rajasthan and key tributaries.
Prelims Link: 4. National Project statudenefits.

1. About ERCP.

2. Areas covered. Mains Link:
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Discuss the significance of ERCP project.

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices;
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issuesof buffer
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economicsof animal -rearing.

1. Minimum selling price for sugar:

Context:

TheLy RALFY {daAIFNJ aAffaQ ! 4420ALGAa2y o6L{al!0v KIF& I &)
adal NJ G2 on®dpn I 130

(0p))

Sugar Pricing Policy:
Price of sugar are market driven & depends on demand & supply of sugar. However, with a view to protect {he
interests of farmers, concept dfinimum Selling Price (MSP¥ sugar was introduced in 2018 so that industry
may get atleast the minimum cost of production of sugar, so as to enable them to clear cane price dues of
farmers.

In exercise of the powers confed underthe Essential Commodities Act, 1955pvernment has

notified Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018.

Under the provisions of said order, Government will fix the Minimum Selling Price (MSP).

MSP of sugar has been fixed taking into account the compsr#ifrair & Remunerative Price (FRH)

sugarcane and minimum conversion cost of the most efficient mills.

Background:

The Federal/Central Government announces Fair and Remunerative Prices which are determined on the
recommendation othe Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CADR)are announced by the
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, which is chairderimge Minister.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discus the significance of Minimum Selling Price
1. What is Minimum Selling Price? (MSP) for sugar.
2. How is it set?
3. Differences between Minimum Support Link:
Price and Minimum Selling Price. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. What is FRP? ?0rgld=GSE8BAF83.1&imageview=0

2. SubMission on Agroforestry (SMAF) Scheme:
Context:

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Central Silk Board on a comgence model for the implementation éfgroforestry in the silk sectounder the
ongoingSubMission on Agroforestry (SMAF) Scheme.

Significance:
The signing of this MoU aims itaicentivize the farmers to take up sericulture based Agroforestry
modelsthereby contributing to the Make in India and Make for the World vision.
This linkage will add another dimension to agroforestryféster returns to the growers as well as
supportthe production of the range of silks that India is famous for.

About the SubMission on Agroforestry (SMAF):
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC & FW) has been implementing
the SubMission on Agroforestry (SMAF) since 2Q%6as part of the recommendation tfe National
Agroforestry Policy 2014.

This sukmission is undethe National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).
India was the first country to have such a comprehensive policy which was launched at the World
Agroforestry Congress held in Delhi in February 2014.
At present, the scheme is being implemented in 20 Statied 2 UTs.
www.insightsonindia.com 91 InsightslAS
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Aim of the mission:

SMAF aims to encourage farmers to plant mplirpose trees together with the agriculture crops for climate
resilience and an additional source of income to the farmers, as well as enhanced feedstock to inter alia wo
based and herbal industry.

3. Government questions methodology and data accuracy of Global Hung

Index:
Context:
The government has question¢lde methodology and data accuracy of the Global Hunger Index (GHI) report,
alleging that children considered hé&a} were also counted to determine the ranking.

The government has already written KGO Welthungerhilfewhich compiles the report, expressing
concerns about their methodology, data accuracy and sample size and was yet to hear from them.

What's the Bsue?

In the latest report, India was ranked below countries such as Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar when it was

among the top 10 foogbroducing countries in the world.
India was ranked at the 94th position out of 107 countries that were studied.

What isGlobal Hunger Index?

The report is a peereviewed publication released annually by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide.
It tracks hunger at global, regional and national levels.

How are Countries ranked?
The GHI scores are based on a forntbhé captures three dimensions of hungemsufficient caloric intake,
child undernutrition, and child mortality using four component indicators:
UNDERNOURISHMENAe share of the population that is undapurished, reflecting insufficient
caloric intake
CHILD WASTINGe share of children under the age of five who are wasted (low wdighbeight),
reflecting acute undernutrition.
CHILD STUNTINg&e share of children under the age of five who are stunted (low hdighage),
reflecting chronic undernuition.
CHILD MORTALITiMe mortality rate of children under the age of five.

Score

The GHtanks countries on a Where Indis stands
. . . RANK COUNTRY 2020 SCORE
100p0|nt Scale’WIth 0 belng the The Global Hunger Index score is computed using four indicators _1-17" China _

— undernourishment, child wasnr‘q child stunting and child 4 k &
best score (no hunger) and 100 —undemourshment. child wastr e sy o 6 Sri Lanka 16.3

being the worst. Values less thar . moderae () and serious | e e
10 reflect low hunger, values

. 78 Myanmar 203

: H H 88 Pakistan 24.6

from 20 t034.9 indicate serious N =
hunger; values from 35 to 49.9 99 | Afghanistan | 30.3

are alarming; and values of 50 o
more are extremely alarming.

*17 countries have scores of less than 5
“%_ and are collectively ranked 1-17

Key findings:
India haghe highest prevalence of wasted children under five years in the wowidhich reflects acute
undernutrition.
Thereport put India under serious category with the score of 27.2.
In the region of the south, east, and sotghstern Asia, the only countries which fare worse than India
are TimorLeste, Afghanistan, and North Korea.
The child stunting rate in India was 3 P6.
The child wasting was at 17.3 %.
The undernourishment rate of India was at 14% and child mortality at 3.7 %.
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InstaLinks 5. Performance of India.

Prelims Link: 6. India vs neighbours.
1. About GHI.
2. Released by? Mains Link:
3. Scoring. How India has performed in the latest Global
4. Ranking otountries. Hunger Index? Discuss.

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects
on industrial growth.

1. Karnatakd&ngineeringesearch policy:
Context:
Karnataka has launchédK S O2 dzy i NE Q& YI ARSY 9y3aAySSNAy3a wSaSt

Significance of ER&D:
According tandustry apex body Nasscom, ER&D has the potential to become ao8li00 industry in
the country in the next five years.

The ER&D sector in the country is the fastest growing industry with a CAGR of 12.8%. Meanwhile, the

global engineering research addvelopment industry is expected to reach a spend of $2 trillion by
2025.

Highlights of the new policy:
1. It seeks to raise contribution to the sector in the country to 45% in the next five years.
2. It has the potential to create over 50,000 jobs in the ERfaxe in five years.
3. The policy aims to prepare the State to make use of the future opportunities emanating from this
sector.
4. It has identified five key focus sectors such as aerospace and defence; auto, auto components and
biotechnology, pharma and medical devices; semiconductors, telecom, ESDM; and software produc

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=8B¥11J.1&imageview=0

2. Anti-dumping Duty:
Context:

The U.S. Department of Commerce is preparing to tax aluminium sheet exporters from 18 countries includir
India after determining that they had benefited from subsidies and dumping.

The US International ade Commission (ITC), an independent body, must approve the final decision ly

April 15 to impose artilumping or countervailing duties.

What is Dumping?
In international trade practise, dumping happens when a country or a firm exports an item at soprige |
than the price of that product in its domestic market.
Dumping impacts the price of that product in the importing country, hitting margins and profits of loca
manufacturing firms.

What is anttdumping duty?

Anti-dumping duty is imposed trectify the situation arising out of the dumping of goods and its trade

distortive effect.
According to global trade norms, includitige World Trade Organization (WT@gime, a country is
allowed to impose tariffs on such dumped products to provide alplaying field to domestic
manufacturers.

How is it different from CVD?
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Anti-dumping duty is different from countervailing duty. The latter is imposed in order to counter the
negative impact of import subsidies to protect domestic producers.

Countervaihg Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on imported goods to offset subsidies made to produc
of these goods in the exporting country.

CVDs are meant to level the playing field between domestic producers of a product and foreign
producers of the samproduct who can afford to sell it at a lower price because of the subsidy they
receive from their government.

InstaLinks:

Prelims Link: Link:
1. About DGTR. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle
2. What is anti dumping duty? ?0rgld=G2I8BAMRA4.1&imageview=0

3. Whatis CVvD?

3. Remissiomf Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RODTEP) scheme:

Context:
The notification of benefit rates payable to exporters under the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export

A % 4 A x

t NP RdzOGa o6wh5¢9tu0 a0KSYSS Aad SELSOWUSR (2 GF{1S Y2

What are the issues?
Exporters fear the rates may turn out to be lower than recommended by a technical committee.
Inadequate remission of taxes would result in residual embedded taxes in export products and hit
LYRALFY AYRdzi( NB @ddld n@ekeslaSadikdishigih8nfs&i@ witndssing a nascent
recovery, they warn.

Indian exporters are already struggling with volatility in demand from many key markets like the US and EU|i

the aftermath of the pandemic.

About the scheme:

The scheme was announced in 2020 as a replacemetttiddvierchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS),
which was not compliant with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.

The scheme wouldefund to exporters the embedded central, state and local dugier taxesthat were so far
y2G 0SAy3 NBolIGSR 2NJ NBFTdzyRSR IyR gSNB>X GKSNBT2)

Significance:
Indian exporters will be able to meet the international standards for exports as affordable testing ang
certificationwill be made available to exporters within the country instead of relying on international
organizations.

Also under it, tax assessment is set to become fully automatic for exporters. Businesses will get acc
to their refunds for GST via an automati¢ued-route.
This would increase the economy for the country and working capital for the enterprise.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GC48DEHFS.1&imageview=0

4. Centre likely to extend foreign trade policy:
Context:
The government is expected further extend the existing foreign trade policy, which is scheduled to lapse
from April 1 this year, for a few more months.
On March 31, 2020, the Centre had extended the Foreign Trade Policy2@Gabone year till March
31, 2021, amid the pandemand lockdown.

Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 262G:

SS

FTP 20120 provides a framework for increasing exports of goods and services as well as generatiof of

SYLX 28YS8Syid FyR AYONBI&AAYI BFidS FRRAGAZY AY
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FTP 201®0 introducesi 62 y $¢ aO0OKSYS W
A G2 aLIs

F2NJ SELR2 NI 2F aLISOAT
increasing exports of notified services.

Duty credit scipsissued under MEIS and SEIS and the goods imported against these scrips are fully
transferable.

Specific Export Obligation under Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) scimecase capital
goods are procured from indigenous manufacturers, has bedaaed to 75% of the normal export
obligation, in order to promote domestic capital goods manufacturing industry.

SNDOKE Y RA 2
OA

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Overview of FTP 2013020. Discuss the need for Foreign Trade Policy.
2. What are duty credit scrips?
3. About EPCG scheme. Link:
4. About MEIS. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. About SEIS. ?0rgld=GHO8E90OD7.1&imageview=0

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

1. Cabinet gives nod to Biir setting up DFI:

Context:

The Union Cabinet has approvadill to set up a Development Finance InstitutiefNational Bank for
Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID).

Background:
The government had mentioned in the Budget that it wolddsetting up a national bank for funding
infrastructure and development activity.

Key facts:
bl.CL5 gAff 0SS aSid dzJ ¢AGK | O2NlJza 27 HNnXn
government.
Initially, it will be wholly ownedby the Governmenbut the Government stake will be lowered to a
quarter.

It will also enjoy some tax benefits for an initiakj€ar period and some amendments will be carried
out in the Indian Stamp Act in this regard.

It will have a professional board and at least 50% of members will befiicral directors.

An eminent person will be appointed chairperson.

Need for:
¢t2 Y20AfAaS GKS MmmmMm f 11K ONRNB NBI dzA NB RineF 2 NJ
To enhance credit rating of projects. It would fund projects where others are not willing to enter
because of the risks involved.

InstalLinks: 5. Three committees proposed to be set up as
Prelims Link: per the recommendations made by Task
1. About NaBFID. Force.
2. What is NP? When was it launched? 6. What is India Investment Grid?
3. Projects covered under NIP.
4. Key recommendations made by task force Mains Link
headed by Atanu Chakraborty on NIP. Discuss the significance and features of NIP

252y Q0 LINAGIFGA&S whktAf gl e8az &l &a h
Context:
hlLILI2AAGAZ2Y LI NIASa aSOSNBte ONRGAOAASR (KS az2RA
Railways in the last seven years.
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The Concern:
The Opposition leaders said privatisation of various railway infrastructure would only benefit

corporates and loss of revenue for the railways, pushing it to the brink like the Air India and the Indign

Airlines. It would also mean rise in fares.
Besidesprivatisation did not always mean improvement in efficiency. The catering services were
privatised almost two decades back yet there were complaints from passengers.

Recommendations by Bibek Debroy Committee:
The Bibek Debroy Committegyhich was set upo suggest ways to mobilise resources for the Indian Railways
and restructure the Railway Board, had favoured privatisation of rolling stock: wagons and coaches.

Rail Privatisation:

Pros:

Improved Infrastructure It will lead to better infrastructure Wich in turn would lead to improved amenities

for travellers.

Balancing Quality of Service with High Fateshe move would foster competition and hence lead to overall
betterment in the quality of services.

Lesser Accidents Because private ownership synonymous with better maintenance, supporters of
privatisation feel that it will reduce the number of accidents, thus resulting in safe travel and higher monetar
savings in the long run.

Cons:

Coverage Limited to Lucrative Sectaygé\n advantage ofhidian Railways being governmenivned is that it
provides natiorwide connectivity irrespective of profit. This would not be possible with privatisation since
routes which are less popular will be eliminated, thus having a negative impact on connelttwillyalso

render some parts of the country virtually inaccessible and omit them from the process of development.
Faresg Given that a private enterprise runs on profit, it is but natural to assume that the easiest way of
accruing profits in Indian Raays would be to hike fares, thus rendering the service out of reach for lower
income groups. This will defeat the entire purpose of the system which is meant to serve the entire populati
of the country irrespective of the level of income.

Accountabilty ¢ Private companies are unpredictable in their dealings and do not share their governance

secrets with the world at large. In such a scenario it would be difficult to pin the accountability on a particulaf

entity, should there be a discrepancy.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of privatisation of railways
1. When were Railway and General budgets and challenges involved therein.
merged?
2.LYRAIFI Q&4 FANERG LINR QI G SLnkkNI Ay @
3. Bibrek Debroy Committee is related to? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareAtrticle

?0rgld=GRH8CT4G5.1&eaiew=0

3. Gram Ujala:

Context:

Launched recently.
Under this progranConvergence Energy Services Limited (CESkholly owned subsidiary of Energy
Efficiency Services Limited (EE®Il) distribute high quality LED bulbs, at an affordable cost of 10
rupees per bulb in rural areas.

Implementation:
7 watt and 12watt LED bulbs with 3 years warranty will be given to rural consumers against submission of
working Incandescent bulbs.

Each household will get up to 5 LEDs.

Participating rural households will also have metres installed in their houses to account for usage.

www.insightsonindia.com 96 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GRH8CT4G5.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GRH8CT4G5.1&imageview=0

Financing Mechanism:
The programme will be financed entirely through carbon credits and will be the first sugreprme
in India.
The revenue earned from carbon credits will contribute Rs. 60 per LED bulb piece, with the balance
10 to be paid by the rural consumer.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Key features of the scheme. Discuss the significance of the scheme.

Topics: Science and Technology developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology
and developing new technology.

1. Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP):

Context:
TEQIP [Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme] ingdonan end in March, leaving more than
1,200 assistant professors out of a job and some rural colleges bereft of half their faculty.

What next?
The Centre is preparing its oWERITE projeatith some similar objectives to improve technical education,
but that may be too late for the faculty employed under the current project.

About TEQIP:
In the year 2002, the ministry of Human Resource and Development launched the TEQIP scheme.
The project commenced with the World Bank assistance.
The programme aim®toverhaul the quality of technical education in the Low Income States and
Special Category States (SCS) in India.

The measures include:

Institution based:accreditation of the courses through NBA, governance reforms, improving the processes,
digital initatives, securing autonomy for the colleges.

Student basedimproving the quality of teaching, teacher training, equipping the class rooms, revision of
syllabus, industry interaction, compulsory internships for students, training the students in indekgtwant
skills, preparing them for the GATE exam etc.

InstalLinks: Mains Link Discuss the basic objectives and
Prelims Link: significance of the project.

1. About TEQIP.

2. Implementation. Link:

3. Features of the project. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GNL8AVL5G.1&imageview=0

2. National Science Day:
Context:
28th Februaryis celebrated as National Science Day (NSD) in India.
NSD is celebrated to commemorate discoverid S Ww | Y wiyich BdrtdSB QViRaraan winning the
Noble Prize.
The first National Science Day was celebrated on February 28, 1987.

Theme:"Future of STI: Impacts on Education, Skills, and Work".

What is Raman Effect?
A phenomenon in spectroscopy discovered by the eminent physiciSh&idrasekhara Venkata Raman in
1928.
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Raman Effect ia change in the wavelength of
light that occurs when a light beam is
deflected by molecules. _
1. When a beam of light traverses a dust r —
free, transparent sample of a chemica —_— ot

compound, a small fraction ohé light

Sunlight

emerges in directions other than that o SN0,
of the incident (incoming) beam. Filter light light
2. Most of this scattered light is of
Green

unchanged wavelength. A small part, filter
however, has wavelengths different green l

from that of the incident light; its

presence is a result of the Raman
Effect.

3. What are spectrum auctions?
Context:

¢KS I20SNYYSyYyid KIFa NB
exceedingitsownpr@ AR SAGAYI GS

a 62 NJIK TTIMnNnC (
zii npnnn ONRBNB®

a O«
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Background:

'ANB I @Sa o2 ddrkhave bedrgput ud for $ake across 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz,
2100 MHz, 2300 MHz and 2500 MHz frequency bands.

What are spectrum auctions? SPECTRU M AU CT'O N

Devices such as cellphones an TRAl to propose sale in 7 bands

wireline telephones require SPECTRUM BAND (IN MH2) @ 00

signals to connect from one aa T Supietor

end toanother. These signals @ 800 @) 900 Q@ 1800

are carried on airwaves, which oo o dois ekl S Mo e e

must be sent at designated 2100 € 2300 2500

frequencies to avoid any kind Original band Mainly for Wi-Max Wi-Max, could not be WY
reserved for 3G technology sold earlier % o '

of interference. :
vz, Source: TNN SFTIMESINTERNETE 77

The Union government owns all””
the publicly available assets within the geographical boundaries of the country, which als@includ
airwaves.
To sell these assets to companies willing to set up the required infrastructure to transport these wav
from one end to another, the central government through the DoT auctions these airwaves from time
to time.
These airwaves are called speoitn, which is subdivided into bands which have varying frequencies. All these
airwaves are sold for a certain period of time, after which their validity lapses, which is generally set at 20
years.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Spectrum auction in Indiahas t8R Ay G2 |
1. What are spectrum auctions? market. Discuss.
2. Obijectives of the sale.
3. Need for a new spectrum auction Link:
4. Who can participate in auction? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GOR8B2PBQ.1&imageview=0
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4. Artificial photosynthesis to provide solutions for carbon capture and

conversion:
Context:
Researchers frorthe Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JN®Qag&Rileveloped an
integrated system that can capture carbon dioxide (CO2) and convert it into solar fuel.
They have named this processaatificial photosynthesis (AP} which they €el can aid mitigate
effects of emissions made by use of fossil fuels.

How it works?
This artificial photosynthesis (AP) harnesses solar energy and converts the capt ‘
carbon dioxide to carbon monoxide (CO) (using a photosensitizer), which can be
as a fuel for internal combustion engines. carbion
Here, scientists are essentially conducting the same fundamental proces: dioxide
natural photosynthesis but with simpler nanostructures.
This process of converting CO2 into solar fuel also generates oxygen fro

oxygen

A

water.

InstaLinks: Mains Link:

Prelims Link: Write a note on recent initiatives aimed at reducing
All about Photosynthesis. carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

5. National Technical Textiles Mission:
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) h2@2®) approved the setting up of a National

¢ SOKYAOIt ¢SEGAfSa ardaarzy Id +y G201t 2dziflre 27

CABINET DECISIONS
AI m: 26 February 2020
To position the country as a global leader in technical textiles argEEREERNTEERAE l-
increase the use of technical textiles in the domestic market. Leader in Textile
Industry

The Mison will be implemented for four years from 202021 %jglggr;ﬁ ?sfs'i*:rfionolTechniw'
and will have four components:

1. The first component will focus aesearch and @

development and innovatiorand will have an outlay of PR .
. . ission to be implemented Mission to have 4 components:
1,000 crore. The research will be at both, fibre level an¢  during Y 2020-21to 2023-24 R&D, Market Development,

with an outlay of 21480 crore Export Promotion, Education &

4

applicaticn-based in geo, agro, medical, sports and mobi skill Development
textiles and development of bidegradable technical y s y /\/\I
textiles. tlllls

2. The second component will be fpromotion and et W s ey
development of marketfor technical textiles. The Mission  "emese!thegovemment [ economy £aremoteMake

will aim at taking domestic market sit $40 billion to I
$50 billion by 2024.

3. The third component will focus agxport promotion so that technical textile exportfrom the country
NBII OK FTNRY (KS Mnnnn ONBDRANgrduse 1092 averageigiomth 1
every year till the Nksion ends.

4. The last component will be caducation, training and skill development.

What are technical textiles?

Technical textiles are defined as textile materials and products manufactured primarily for their technical
performance and functional pperties rather than aesthetic and decorative characteristics.

Depending upon their application ared%chnical Textiles products are divided into 12 broad categories:
Agrotech, Buildtech, Clothtech, Geotech, Hometech, Indutech, Maobiltech, MeditechcRy&portstech,
Oekotech, Packtech.
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InstaLinks: 4. Benefits.

Prelims Link:
1. What are technical textiles? Mains Link:
2. Features. Discuss the significance of technical textiles.
3. Types.

6. High Electron Mobility Transistors (HEMTS):

Context:
Indian scientists have developed a highly relidhleMT from gallium nitride (GaN).

Significance:
This is the firsever indigenous HEMT device and is useful in electric cars, locomotives, power
transmission and other areas requiring high voltage anttfiequency switching.
This would reduce the cost of importing such stable and efficient transistors required in power
electronics.
It will also make India set€liant in power transistor technology.

What are HEMTs?
High Electron Mobility Transist§dEMT) is a normally OFF device and can switch currents up to 4A and
operates at 600 V.
HEMTSs areised in integrated circuits as digital eoff switches.
HEMT transistors arable to operate at higher frequencies than ordinary transistorg to millimeter
wave frequencies, and are used in higbgquency products such as cell phones, satellite television
receivers, voltage converters, and radar equipment.
They are widelysed in satellite receivers, in low power amplifiers and in the defense industry.

InstalLinks: 2. How are they different from regular
Prelims Link: transistors?

1. What are HEMTs? 3. Benefits.
4. Applications.

7. Digital Green Certificate:

Context:

¢CKS 9dzNRPLISIY O2YYA&aairzy Kl a dzy @SdldwER citizensvRad Have bderi
vaccinated, tested negative or recovered from Couif to travel more freely within the bloc.

What is it?
The digital document will contain a QR code and can be carried on a mobile phone.
LG KFa RStAOSNIGSte y2G4 0SSy OFttSR | a@l OOA

discriminate against those who had not yet been offered a shot.
All EU ttizens or thirdcountry nationals who are legally staying in the EU will be able to use these
digital certificates and thereby will be exempted from free movement restrictions.

Who will issue these certificates? WHAT IS THE DIGITAL GREEN CERTIFICATE ?

The certificate can be issued by
authorities, including hospitals, testing
centres and health authorities.

What is the need for such a document?
In the EU and across the worttig
tourism industry has been severely
impacted due to the spread of the
disease.

DIGITAL VERSION

|
=
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Many countries have, therefore, ba contemplating digital certificates or passports that will be proof that a
person has been vaccinated or has recovered from CQ¥ID
LYy CSONHzr NBEX LaNFXSt 060SOFYS GKS FANRG O2dzyiNE
allow vaccinatedndividuals to use some facilities and attend events.

8. What are aluminiunair batteries?

Context:

Stateowned Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. has entered into a joint venture with Krastd battery technology
startup Phinergy to develogluminium-air technologybased battery systems for electric vehicles and
stationary storage, as well as hydrogen sgm@aolutions.

What is an aluminiumair battery?
Aluminiumair batteries utilise oxygen in the air which reacts with an aluminium hydroxide solution to oxidise
the aluminium and produce electricity.

Benefits:
Lower cost and more energlense alternative to lithiumion batteries which are currently in
widespread use for electric vehicles in India.
Offer much greater range of 400 km or more per battery compared to lithanrbatteries which
currently offer a range of 15000 kilometres per full charge.
The aluminium plate in an aluminiugir battery & converted into aluminium trinydroxide over time
and that aluminium can be reclaimed from aluminium trihydroxide or even traded directly for
industrial uses.

Challenges:
Aluminiumair batteries cannot be recharged like lithition batteries. Thereforglarge scale use of
aluminiumair battery based vehicles would require the wide availability of battery swapping stations.

2 Keg Aad GKAA (0SOKy2f23@8 AYLERNIIY(d FT2NJLYRAIFIQa 9+
Currently, India is largely dependent on imports of lithiion batteries fom China for electric vehicles. A
viable alternative to lithiurvion batteries and boost the domestic manufacture of batteries will help meet
LYRAFQa 3INBgAY3I RSYFYR F2NJ SYySNHe& &d2N) 3ISo

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/indiail-corporationphinergy
aluminiumbatteries7235560/lite/.

Topics: Awareness in space.

1. PSL\C51 &unch:

Context:

PSLMC51 was successfully launched by ISRO recently.
Thiswasi KS poNR FfAIKG 2F L{whQa I dzyOK @SKAOf S
arm, NewSpace India Ltd.
The mission was undertaken under a commercial arrangemehntSpaceflight Inc., U.S.

Satellites onboard:
LG OFNNASR Mo alidSttAaGSa oLyOf daRazghikl, andllslcapass@riger 2 LI
satellitest five from India and 13 from the U.S.).

Amazonial isthe first fully Brazilianmade satellite, which would help to monitor the Amazon

forests.

The Amazonid was injected into its precise orbit of 758 kmaisunsynchronous polar orbit.
The satellites from India are:

1. The Satish Dhawan SAT (SDSAT) built by Space Kidit hadiaan engraving of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the top panel.
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2. A nancsatellite intended to study the radiation levels, space weather and demonstrateréorge
communication technologies.
3. The UNITYsat, a combination of three satellites for pragidadio relay services.
4. Another satellite belonging to the DRDO.
The Bhagavad Gitavas also sent on board a
SD card to give the scripture, which teaches

oneness as the highest form of humanity, th == ~Polar

highest honour. Sun - synchronous |

What is PSLV? .. ¢ | T Equatorial
Elliptical e

Polar Satellite Launche¥icle is an
indigenouslydeveloped expendable
launch system of the ISRO.
It comes in the category of medium
lift launchers with a reach up to
various orbits, including the Geo Synchronous Transfer Orbit, Lower Earth Orbit, and Polar Sun
Synchronous Orbit.

All the operations of PSLV are controlled from the Satish Dhawan Space Center, Sriharikota.

Geosynchronous

Difference between PSLV and GSLV:
India has two operational launcheBolar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV).
PSLV was developed to launch l&aarth Orbit satellites into polar and sun synchronous orbits. It has
since proved its versatility by launching geosynchronous, lunar and interplanetary spacecraft
successfully.

On the other hand, GSLV was developed to ladhetheavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites
into orbit. In its third and final stage, GSLV uses the indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage.

InstalLinks:

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. What is a geostationary orbit? What are communication satellites? Discuss their
2. What is a geosynchronous orbit? significance for India.
3. What is a polar orbit?
4. What is a transfer orbit? Link:
5. About PSLV. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
6. About Amazonia 1. ?0rgld=GE18AVNO0S.1&imageview=0

2. What is NISAR, the joint Eaflibsering mission of NASA and ISRO?

Context:
NASA and ISRO are collaborating on developing a satellite called NISAR.

About NISAR:

The satellite will be launched in 2022 from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, India, int

nearpolar orbit.

IthIIscantheglobeevery12daysoverthecourseofltstbr FNJ YAdaAzy 2F AYl!
flyRZ AOS aKSSia IyR &SI A0S G2 3AAGS |y adzyLd

~ A LA = a4

Li oAttt RSGSOG Y20SYSyida 27 (KS Isiadoyl Kalf tessizesotizN

a tennis court.

NASA will provide one of the radars for the satellite, a nggh communication subsystem for science
data, GPS receivers and a payload data subsystem.

ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus, the second type @frr@alled the $and radar), the launch
vehicle and associated launch services.

NISAR will be equipped with the largest reflector antenna ever launched by NASA and its primary gd
Ay Ot dzRS (NI} O1Ay3 a4dodtsS OKFy3asa Ay GKS 9F NIK
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eruptions, helping to monitor groundwater supplies analcking the rate at which ice sheets are
melting.

Synthetic aperture radar:

The nameNISAR is short for NASISRGSARSAR here refers tine synthetic aperture radathat NASA will

use to measure changes in the surface of the Earth.
Essentially, SAfefers to a technique for producing highsolution images. Because of the precision,
the radar can penetrate clouds and darkness, which means that it can collect data day and night in &

weather.
InstaLinks: Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on NISAR.
1. About SAR.
2. About NISAR. Link:
3. Obijectives. https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nasa

isro-joint-missiornisar7246785/

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano -technology, bio-technology
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

1. FSSAI guidelines on GMO Crops:

Context:
FSSAI issued an order on February 8 setting the permissible ligéretically modified organisms (GM@)
imported food crops at 1%.

However, trade organisations have said that this threshold is unacceptably high.

It amounts to an advocacy for zeroggence of GMO in food and some other consumables.

GMO regulation in India:
The task of regulating GMO levels in imported consumables was initiallyhgitBenetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee (GEA@inder the Union environment ministry.
Its role inthis was diluted with the enactment dfie Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and FSSAI
was asked to take over approvals of imported goods.

What are Genetically Modified Organism (Transgenic Organism)?
In GMO genetic material (DNA) is altered or artifially introduced using genetic engineering techniques.
Genetic modificatiorinvolves the mutation, insertion, or deletion of genes.
Inserted genes usually come from a different organism (e.g. In Bt cotton, Bt genes from bacterium
Bacillus thuringiensis arinduced).
Genetic maodification is done to induce a desirable new trait which does not occur naturally in the species.

GM techniques are used in:
1. Biological and medical research,

2. Production of pharmaceutical drugs,
3. Experimental medicine (e.g. gene thpya,
4. Agriculture (e.g. golden rice, Bt cotton etc.),
5. Genetically modified bacteria to produce the protein insulin,
6. To produce biofuels from some GM bacteria, etc.
InstalLinks: 2. What are GMOs?
PrelimsLink: 3. About GEAC.
1. What are GM crops? 4. About the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

2. India, Japan agree for greater cooperation in patent verification:

Context:
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LYRAF YR WIHLIY KIF@ZS ANBSR (2 NBO2 Iy AntedatiGal OK 2 {
Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPIBAfiny international patent
application filed with them.
This decision was tak during the recent review meet #fatent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
programme.

About the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) programme:
The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) is a set of initiatives for providing accelerated patent prosecution
procedures bysharing information between some patent offices.

How it works?

This would allow a patent applicant to demand farsicking of his patent application by showing that his

product or process has already been granted a patent in Japan.
Under this Pilot ppgramme, Indian Patent Office may receive patent applications in certain specified
technical fields only, namely, Electrical, Electronics, Computer Science, Information Technology,
Physics, Civil, Mechanical, Textiles, Automobiles and Metallurgy etc.

PPHprogramme would lead to the following benefits for the Indian IP office:
1. Reduction in time to dispose patent applications.
2. Reduction in pendency of patent applications.
3. Improvement in quality of search and examination of patent applications.
4. An opportunity for Indian inventors including MSMEs and Start ups of India to get accelerated
examination of their patent applications in Japan.

Instal inks: 4. Benefits.
Prelims Link:
1. About PPH. Mains Link:
2. Fedures. Discuss the significance of PPH.

3. How it works?

3. Why Centre wants cryptocurrency holdings mandatorily disclosed in RoC

filings?
Context:
The corporate affairs ministry has announeaanpanies will have to disclose any holding or dealings in
cryptocurrencies or virtual currencies in their financial statements filed with the Registrar of Companies.

What does this : o
inclusion indicate? How v,
M, it W ro— Blockchain Technology ..
crypto assets in India i Works '

and will bring in a lot of s . | ;
transparency in -
reporting/filing of O -

The transaction is A verified transaction can

3
Cl’ypto investments. SO broadcasted to a peer- D D involve cryptocurrency, 5 The new block is added to
to-peer (P2P) network D contracts, records or the existing blockchain
fal‘, the government that consists of other information (which is permanent and
. computers (otherwise The iiatuork of iiodis The t tion i bined unalterable)
was planning to ban known as nodes) s Rl Whniitoins s otiot Sraaciions, v
them i | validate the transaction | verified, to create a new

and user's status block of data for the ledger ‘

What are Cryptocurrencies?

Cryptocurrencies are digital gencies in which encryption techniques are used to regulate the generation of
units of currency and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central bank.
ExamplesBitcoin, Ethereum etc.
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InstaLinks: 2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various

Prelims Link: countries.
1. Various cryptocurrencies. 3. What is Blockchain technology?
Mains Link: Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there is a need xplainedwhy-centre-wants-cryptocurrency
for regulation? Discuss. holdingsmandatorilydisclosedn-rocfilings
7246115/

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.

1. Study on snow leopard in Himachal Pradesh:

Context:

I AYFOKI f t MiitRSHIKie@insicdul Be harbouring as many as 73 snow leopards (Panthera
uncia), says a recent study based on a scientific enumeration of the elusive animal.

Habitats:

The snow leopard inhabits the higher Himalayan and ttdimsalayan landscapa the five states of Jammu

and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh.
LY 1TAYIFOKFf tNIRSAKX (GKS ay2¢ fS2LJ NRQASpK!I oA
and Kinnaur.
Its potential habitat als@xtends into the upper regions of the districts of Shimla, Kullu, Chamba and
Kangra.

Most of these areas are remote, with the added challenge of limited accessibility during winter.

Suggestions made by the study:
Local communities are the strongest alliesonservation, if their concerns can be factored into conservation
planning.

Snow Leopard conservation in India:
India has been conserving snow leopard and its habitat thralighProject Snow Leopard (PSL).
India is also party tthe Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection (GSLEP) Programme since
2013.
For conservation, India has identifitttee large landscapes, hameliemisSpiti across Ladakh and
Himachal Pradesh; Nanda Dewbsangotri in Uttarakhash and Khangchendzongal awang across
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.
Project Snow Leopard (PSkas launched in 2009 to promote an inclusive and participatory approach
to conserve snow leopards and their habitat.
Snow Leopards in the list of 21 criticallendangered species fthie recovery programme of the
Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change.

Protection:
{y26 fS2LIF NRa INB OFGS3I2NAT SR & Wzxdz ySNIof S
(Protection) Act 1972.
They are listedn Appendix | of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES

9]

)

and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), revealing the need for the highest conservation status

to the species, both globally and in India.

Conservation efforts lauohed by India are:
1. Project Snow Leopard (PSL): It promotes an inclusive and participatory approach to conservation th
fully involves local communities.
2. SECURE Himalaya: Global Environment Facility-(fBE&) Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
fundedthe project on conservation of highititude biodiversity and reducing the dependency of local
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communities on the natural ecosystem. This project is now operational in four snow leopard range
states, namely, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttargkdnach&ikkim.

Instalinks 5. About Bishkek declaration.
Prelims Link:
1. IUCN Conservation status of snow leopard. Link:
2. About Project Snow Leopard. https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
3. Snow Leopards in Indidistribution and m/sci-tech/energyand-environment/studyfinds-
conservation centres. 73-snowleopardsin-himachal
4. AboutGSLEP. pradesh/article33949806.ece/amp/
2. World Wildlife Day:
Context:

In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 3 gltrelday of signature of the

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)qad®ns

World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise awarenegsoli KS g2 Nf RQa At R F YAYIl 2
The UNGA resolution also designated CITES Secretarias the facilitator for the global observance
of World Wildlife Day.

Theme this year'Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet".

About CITES:

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (SIAES)
international regulatory treaty between 183 party states.

Formed in 1973nd regulates the international trade in over 35,000 wild specigdanfts and animals

The focus of the convention is not solely on the protection of speltialkso promotes controlled trade that is
not detrimental to the sustainability of wild species.

How does CITES work?
The convention works primarily through a system of classifinadnd licensing.
2 AfR aLSO0ASa INB OFrGS3I2NRaSR Ay ! LIWSYR
GKS L!/bX G4KS LYGSNYylFraGA2ylLf !'yAzy F2N
1964.

1. Appendix | prohibits trade in species classified as highly endangered.

2. Appendix Il allows trade under very specific conditions. This requires exporting countries obtain a

permit, but not the importing country.

3. Appendix Il species require only a certifecaf origin to be traded.
National CITES management authoritiggy issue permits once scientific authorities show-detriment
findings.
CITES iggally binding on state partieto the convention, which are obliged to adopt their own domestic
legislation to implement its goals.

~ >
N O

InstalLinks: 5. As per the new guidelines, what is the
Prelims Link: procedure to be followed while importing
1. What are exotic speciesefinition in the new exotic species?
advisory? 6. About chief wildlife warden of the state.
2. What is CITES?
3. Classification of species under CITES? Mains Link:
4. What is Wildlife (ProtectionAct? Species Discuss the significance of recently isdu
protected under various schedules of this guidelines for import of exotic species in the
act. country.

3. What is Species Recovery Programme?

Context:
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TheNational Board for Wildlife and Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Clien@hangdast month
includedthe caracala mediumsized wildcat found in parts of Rajasthan and Gujaréteriist of critically

endangered species.
The recovery programme for critically endangered species in India now includes 22 gjletfes.

About Caracal:

Besides India, the caracal is found in several dozen countries across Africa, the Middle East, Central and

South Asia.

While it flourishes in parts of Africa, its numbers in Asia are declining.

The wildcat has long legs, a shortdalong canine teeth, and distinctive eardong and pointy, with
tufts of black hair at their tips.

The iconic ears are what give the animal its namearacal comes from the Turkish karakulak,
YSFEYAYy3 Wotl 0Ol SINEQO® SMEANVRAYEYSGGdRKEAG Of NI Y &R

Historical Evidences:

It finds mentionin 6 dzf C1I 1 f Qds ahunting aNifial Y I =
in the time of Akbar (1556605). Descriptions and illustrations

of the caracal can be found in medieval texts sucthas
Anvar-i-Suhayli, Tutinama, KhamsaNizami, and

Shahnameh.

About the Species Recovery Programme:

It is one of the three components tie Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitatd DWH).
IDWH was started in 2008 as a Centrally sponsored Scheme.rtteant for providing support to
protected areas (national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, conservation reserves and community reserves
except tiger reserves), protection of wildlife outside protected areas and recovery programmes for
saving critically endanged species and habitats.

The Scheme includes 3 components for which assistance is provided to States. These are summarized below:

Support to Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries,

Conservation Reserves & Community Reserves) 100% Central Assistance for all

non-recurring items, and S0%
All Protected Areas (PAs) in different states are eligible for assistance, except assistance for recurring items

those areas which receive assistance under Project Tiger

Protection of Wildlife outside Protected Areas

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:

Many wildlife habitats fall outside the network of protected areas. Under this
component, funds are granted against Biodiversity Plans prepared by the Chief
Wildlife Wardens of the respective States. Priority is given to regions contiguous
to the Protected Areas

Recovery Program for critically endangered habitats and species

16 species have been identified for recovery under this component. These are
snow leopard, bustard, dofphin, hangul, Milgiri Tahr, marine turtles, dugongs,
edible nest swiftiet, Asian wild buffalo, Nicobar Megapode, vultures, Malabar
Civet, Indian rhino, Asiatic fion, Swamp deer, Jerdon's Courser and Brown-
antlered deer.

A scientific Recowvery Plan has to be prepared by the Chief Wildlife Warden in
each state

1. About IDWH.
2. Components under IDWH.
3. About Species Recovery Programme.

Mains Link:
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100% Central Assistance for all
non-recurring items, and 50%
assistance for recurring items

100% Central Assistance for non-
recurring and recurring items.
Dwring the 11% Plan, financial
assistance was provided for 9 out of
the 16 identified species.

4. About Caracal.
5. About Akbarnama.

Discuss theignificance of IDWH programme.
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