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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

1. What are Sattras?  
Context:  
It is common to see politicians often going to 
different Sattras to seek blessings or extolling the 
virtues of Sankardeva, especially in the run-up to 
elections. 
 
What are Sattras?  

 Sattras are monastic institutions created 
as part of the 16th century Neo-
Vaishnavite reformist movement started 
by Vaishnavite saint-reformer Srimanta 
Sankaradeva (1449-1596).  

 These Sattras/Thans were established as centres of religious, social and cultural reforms in the 16th 
century across Assam. 

 Sattras promulgate {ŀƴƪŀǊŘŜǾŀΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ άǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǊǘέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ όōƻǊƎŜŜǘύΣ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
(xattriya) and theatre (bhauna).  

 9ŀŎƘ {ŀǘǘǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŀŀƳƎƘŀǊ όǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀƭƭύ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƴǳŎƭŜǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ά{ŀǘǘǊŀŘƘƛƪŀǊέΦ 
Monks, known as bhakats, are inducted into Sattras at a young age. They may or may not be celibate, 
depending on the kind of Sattra they are inducted into.  

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ {ŀƴƪŀǊŘŜǾŀΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΚ  

 Sankardeva propagated a form of Bhakti called eka-sharana-naam-dhrama, and espoused a society 
based on equality and fraternity, free from caste differences, orthodox Brahmanical rituals and 
sacrifices.  

 His teaching focused on prayer and chanting (naam) instead of idol worship. His dharma was based on 
the four components of deva (god), naam (prayers), bhakats (devotees), and guru (teacher). 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are Sattaras?  
2. About Neo-Vaishnavite reformist 

movement.  
3. About Srimanta Sankaradeva.  
4. His teachings.  

 

Mains Link: 
What are Sattaras? Discuss their significance.  
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-the-political-significance-of-assam-sattras-
7217118/.

2. Declaration Of World Heritage Sites By UNESCO:  
Context:  
Ministry of Culture said: 

1. Ψ5ƘƻƭŀǾƛǊŀΥ ! IŀǊŀǇǇŀƴ /ƛǘȅΩ has been submitted for nomination of World Heritage Site in 2019-2020.  
2. Nomination dossiers of Ψ{ŀƴǘƛƴƛƪŜǘŀƴΣ LƴŘƛŀΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ŀŎǊŜŘ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ƻŦ IƻȅǎŀƭŀǎΩ have been submitted 

to UNESCO for the year 2021-22 cycle.  
At present, India has 38 World Heritage Properties. Besides, India has 42 sites listed under Tentative List 
which is a pre-requisite condition for inscription as World Heritage Site.  
 
What is a World Heritage site? 

 A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of international 
importance, and a space which requires special protection.  
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 These sites are officially recognised by 
the UN and the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation, also known as UNESCO.  

 UNESCO believes that the sites classified 
as World Heritage are important for 
humanity, and they hold cultural and 
physical significance. 

 
Key facts: 

1. The list is maintained by the international 
World Heritage Programme administered 
by the UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO 
member states which are elected by the 
General Assembly. 

2. Each World Heritage Site remains part of 
the legal territory of the state wherein 
the site is located and UNESCO considers 
it in the interest of the international 
community to preserve each site. 

3. To be selected, a World Heritage Site 
must be an already classified landmark, 
unique in some respect as a 
geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who declares a site as world heritage site? 

2. What is endangered list? 
3. What is tentative list? 
4. WHS in India and their locations?  

 

3. Konark Sun Temple:  
Context:  
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is carrying out the conservation of the Sun Temple at Konark.  
 
About the Temple:  

1. Built in the 13th century, the Konark temple was conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 
12 pairs of exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses. 

2. It was built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty. 
3. The temple was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural greatness and 

also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work. 
4. The temple is a perfect blend of Kalinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient natural 

beauty. 
5. It is protected under the National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its 
Rules (1959). 

6. The Konark is ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƭƛƴƪ ƻŦ hŘƛǎƘŀΩǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ 
Triangle. The first link is Jagannath Puri and the 
second link is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of 
Odisha). 

7. This temple was also known as Ψ.[!/Y t!Dh5!Ω 
due to its dark color and used as a navigational 
landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha. Similarly, 
the Jagannath Temple in Puri was called the 
ά²ƘƛǘŜ tŀƎƻŘŀέΦ 
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8. It remains a major pilgrimage site for Hindus, who gather here every year for the Chandrabhaga Mela 
around the month of February. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Konark Sun temple.  
2. About Kalinga architecture.  
3. About Chandrabhaga Mela.  

4. Which temple is popularly known as White 
Pagoda?  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on Kalinga Style of Architecture.  

 

4. Tomar king Anangpal II:  
Context:  
The government has recently formed a committee to popularise the legacy of 11th-century Tomar king, 
Anangpal II.  
 
Who was Anangpal II?  

1. Belonged to the Tomar dynasty that ruled parts of present-day Delhi 
and Haryana between the 8th and 12th centuries.  

2. Anangpal Tomar II was succeeded by his grandson Prithviraj Chauhan, 
who was defeated by the Ghurid forces in the Battle of Tarain (present-
day Haryana) after which the Delhi Sultanate was established in 1192.  

3. The Tomar dynasty shifted its capital in the 8th century), to Dhillikapuri 
(Delhi) during the reign of Anangpal II.  

4. He gave Delhi its present name and also repopulated it.  
5. He built Lal Kot fort and Anangtal Baoli.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Tomar Kingdom.  
2. Important Kings and their contributions.  
3. Their capitals.  

4. Important battles and outcomes.   
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tomar
-king-anangpal-ii-legacy-delhi-7237182/.  

 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Lachit Borphukan: 
Context: 
In the run-up to the polls in Assam, the name of Ahom general Lachit 
Borphukan, credited with defeating the Mughals in the Battle of 
Saraighat (1671), has been frequently invoked.  
 
Who was Lachit Borphukan? 

 He was a commander in the Ahom kingdom. 
 Known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat that thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal 

forces under the command of Ramsingh I to take over Ahom kingdom. 
 The battle of Saraighat was fought on the banks of the Brahmaputra in Guwahati. 
 The National Defence Academy (NDA), ever since 1999 has been conferring the best passing out cadet 

with the Lachit Borphukan gold medal. 
 
Background: 
During the last phase of the Battle of Saraighat, when the Mughals attacked the Assamese forces through the 
river in Saraighat, many Assamese soldiers began losing their will to fight. It was Lachit's clarion call to all the 
soldiers that made them fight till their last breath, ultimately resulting in the defeat of the Mughals.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Lachit Borphukam is famously remembered 
for? 
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2. Battle of Saraighat was fought between? 
3. Which Indian Organization awards Lachit 

Borphukan gold medal. 
 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the causes and outcomes of 
the Battle of Saraighat. 
 

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/borphukan-bjp-13th-century-ahom-general-as-a-hindu-
swadeshi-warrior-7242058/. 
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from diff erent parts  of the country.  

1. Padyatra to commemorate salt march:  
Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off the foot march to re-enact the historic Mahatma Gandhi-led Salt 
March, while launching ǘƘŜ Ψ!ȊŀŘƛ Yŀ !ƳǊǳǘ aŀƘƻǘǎŀǾΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ тр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ  

 The march from Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad to Dandi in Navsari district, a distance of 386 km, will 
take 25 days.  

 It will mark the 91st anniversary of the historic march against the tax on salt imposed by the British in 
India. 

 
About the 75th anniversary celebrations:  
To be continued till August 15, 2023 under five themes of the celebrations as the guiding force for moving 
forward, keeping dreams and duties as the inspiration. The themes are:  

1. Freedom Struggle.  
2. Ideas at 75.  
3. Achievements at 75.  
4. Actions at 75.  
5. Resolves at 75.  

 
About the Salt Satyagraha:  
hƴ aŀǊŎƘ мнΣ мфолΣ aŀƘŀǘƳŀ DŀƴŘƘƛ ŜƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ŀƭǘ aŀǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀōŀǊƳŀǘƛ !ǎƘǊŀƳ ƛƴ DǳƧŀǊŀǘΩǎ 
!ƘƳŜŘŀōŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀƴŘƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǘŀȄ the British levied 
on salt.  

 The Salt March began on March 12, 1930 and continued till April 6, 1930.  
 It was a 24-day Salt March, which was non-violent in nature, is historically significant as it led to the 

mass Civil Disobedience Movement.  
 Upon reaching the seashore in Dandi, Mahatma Gandhi broke the law by producing illegal salt.  

 
Why Gandhiji chose Salt Satyagraha to start the civil disobedience movement?  

 In every Indian household, salt was indispensable, yet people were forbidden from making salt even for 
domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high price. 

 The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular; by making it his target, Gandhiji hoped to mobilise 
a wider discontent against British rule. 

 Salt was chosen to symbolize the start of civil disobedience movement because salt was deemed as 
something on which each Indian had the basic right.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Salt March.  
2. Causes, effects and outcomes.  
3. About the Civil Disobedience Movement.  
4. Key leaders.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance and outcomes of Dandi 
March.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJV8CC176.1&imageview=0.  
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Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. Ψ¢ƘŜ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ LƴŘŜȄ нлнмΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
Context: 
It is a new report by LinkedIn. 

 The survey, conducted in January, saw participation from more than 10,000 respondents across the 
Asia Pacific (APAC) region. It covered 2,285 respondents in India. 

 
Key findings: 

1. 9 in 10 or 89 per cent of women were negatively impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
2. About 85%, or four in five working women in India believe they have missed out on a raise, promotion, 

or work offer because of their gender. This average stands at 60% for the Asia Pacific (APAC) region. 
3. More women in India have experienced the impact of gender on career development when compared 

to the APAC region. 
 
Challenges for women: 

1. Lack of time and discrimination for family care. 
2. Gender is a barrier when it comes to attaining opportunities. 
3. Lack of guidance through networks. 
4. Workplace discrimination because of household responsibilities. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Ψ¢ƘŜ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ LƴŘŜȄ нлнмΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ 
released by? 

2. Sex Ratio- India. 
3. Women in workforce- brief overview. 

 

Mains Link : More women in India have 
experienced the impact of gender on career 
development when compared to the Asia Pacific 
(APAC) region. Discuss. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0R8B2PBG.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. Disha (Special Courts for Specified Offences against Women and Children) 
Bill:  

Context:  
The Union government informed the Lok Sabha that an inter-ministerial consultation for the Andhra Pradesh 
Disha (Special Courts for Specified Offences against Women and Children) Bill, 2020, had been initiated. 

 The Bill paves the way for awarding the death penalty for rape and gang rape.  
 
Background:  
The Bill was reserved by the Governor for assent of the President.  

 Bills received from States for assent of President are processed in consultation with the nodal 
ministries/departments.  

  
Key features of the Bill: 

1. It envisages the completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 working days, where there is 
adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing the total judgment time to 21 days from the existing four 
months. 

2. It prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children and includes Section 354 F 
and 354 G in IPC. 

3. In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act states two years 
imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for second and subsequent convictions. For this, a 
new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860. 
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4. As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, operate and maintain a register in 
electronic form, to be called ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ϧ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ hŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅΩΦ This registry will be 
made public and will be available to law 
enforcement agencies. 

5. The government will establish exclusive special 
courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. 
These courts will exclusively deal with cases of 
offences against women and children including 
rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social 
media harassment of women, sexual harassment 
and all cases under the POCSO Act. 

6. The government will constitute special police 
teams at the district level to be called District 
Special Police Team to be headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women and children. 

7. The government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each exclusive special court. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Powers of Governor to reserve state bills 
for President's assent.  

2. Procedure to be followed.  

3. About POCSO Act.  
4. Highlights of the Disha Bill. 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of AP Disha Bill.  

 

3. Plea to constitute district medical boards:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked the government to respond to a plea to constitute district medical boards with 
expert gynaecologists and even paediatricians to help rape survivors.  

 The court also said that if a woman is raped and is pregnant, she must be told about her legal rights.  
 
What's the case?  
The court was hearing the case of a 14-year-old rape survivor seeking an abortion.  
However, following a report from a medical board, to which the top court had referred her, she withdrew her 
plea for termination of pregnancy. 
 
Need for:  
This case highlighted the need for setting up medical boards in every district so that rape survivors could 
benefit from early medical intervention and not be forced to go through more trauma.  

 There has been a strong push against the law, which imposes severe restrictions on the reproductive 
choice of a woman, her personal liberty and bodily autonomy.  

 Several affected women, even rape survivors, 
have approached the apex court against the 1971 
law.  

 So far, the apex court has dealt with pleas for 
medical termination of pregnancy on a case-to-
case basis.  

 
What the law says?  
Section 3 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 
1971 prohibits termination of pregnancy after 20 weeks.  

 An exception to the law is made if a registered 
medical practitioner certifies to a court that the 
continued pregnancy is life-threatening for the 
mother.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020 is passed by the Lok Sabha and it will be discussed 
in the Rajya Sabha.  

 It seeks to extend the upper limit for permitting abortions from 20 weeks to 24 under special 
circumstances.  

 
Abortion vs Fundamental Right:  
¢ƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
full term or to terminate it. This choice is ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΣ ōƻŘƛƭȅ 
integrity, self determination and right to health recognised by !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦέ  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Provisions in the new bill vs 1971 act. 
2. Time limit for abortion in India vs other 

countries. 
3. Contraceptive-failure clause. 
4. Constitution and composition of Medical 

Board. 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss how Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 strives to provide 
reproductive rights to women in India.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJV8CC172.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. Orunudoi scheme:  
Context:  
Launched in December 2020 by the Assam Government, Orunudoi scheme is one of the most popular schemes 
of the state.  
 
About the Scheme:  

 Under the scheme, a monthly assistance of Rs 830 is transferred to women members of marginalised 
families of Assam.  

 On account of being a DBT, or a Direct Benefit Transfer scheme, the money is credited directly to the 
ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘέΦ  

 ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ άŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘȅ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻlds on how they want to spend their 
ƳƻƴŜȅέΦ  

 
Eligibility:  

1. The applicant, a woman, has to be a permanent resident of Assam, whose composite household 
income should be less than Rs 2 lakh per annum.  

2. Families with specially-abled members and divorced/widowed/separated /unmarried women are 
prioritised. Poorer families, those without National Food Security Act (NFSA) or ration cards, are also 
given priority.  

3. Families without any women members, MPs, MLAs (former and current), members of Panchayati Raj 
institutions and urban local bodies, government officials and employees of cooperative societies are 
excluded from the scheme.  

4. Families owning four-wheelers, mechanised boats, tractors or refrigerators, ACs and washing 
machines, or more than 15 bighas of agricultural land, are not eligible either.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Beneficiaries.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the scheme.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
ssam-orunudoi-scheme-explained-7230383/.  

 

5. Corrective voice from top court against stereotyping women:  
Context:  
in its latest judgement, the Supreme Court has:  

 Forbid judges from making gender stereotypical comments.  
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 Stopped courts from trying to mandate marriage or compromise between a sex offender and his 
victim.  

The judgment was based on an appeal against a Madhya Pradesh High Court order directing an alleged 
ƳƻƭŜǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ άŀƭƭƻǿέ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƛŜ ŀ ǊŀƪƘƛ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΦ  
 
Need for:  
The judgment came days after the court ran into a maelstrom of criticism after the Chief Justice of India (CJI), 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ǊŀǇƛǎǘΩǎ lawyer to enquire whether his client 
would marry the survivor.  
 
Need for these measures:  

 Gender stereotypical comments by the top court diminish a sexual offence and tend to trivialise the 
survivor.  

 Even a solitary instance of such order or utterance in court, reflects adversely on the entire judicial 
system of the country, undermining the guarantee to fair justice to all, and especially to victims of 
sexual violence (of any kind from the most aggravated to the so-called minor offences).  

 
Notable judgments which have lashed out at sex stereotyping include:  

 The framing of the Vishaka Guidelines on sexual harassment of women in working places.  
 WǳǎǘƛŎŜ 5Φ¸Φ /ƘŀƴŘǊŀŎƘǳŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

Permanent Commission ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜōǳƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƘȅǎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
weaker than men.  

 In the Anuj Garg case, ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƘŀŘ ǊŜōǳƪŜŘ άǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ 
άƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ Ǉǳǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀƎŜέΦ  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Vishaka Guidelines.  
2. Anuj Garg case is related to?  
3. About Permanent Commission for women.  

 

Mains Link:  
Gender stereotypical comments by the top court 
diminish a sexual offence and tend to trivialise the 
survivor. Comment.  
 

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-forbids-judges-from-
making-gender-stereotypical-comments/article34125046.ece/amp/.  
 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. City Innovation Exchange (CiX): 
Context: 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched a City Innovation Exchange (CiX). 
 
What is it? 

1. The CiX will connect cities to innovators across the national ecosystem to design innovative solutions 
for their pressing challenges. 

2. The platform will ease the discovery, design & validation of solutions through a robust, transparent and 
user-centric process that will reduce barriers for innovators and cities to discover fitting solutions. 

3. .ǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨƻǇŜƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
inside out, enhancing the skills and capacity required to deliver smart urban governance. 

 
Significance of the platform: 

 The platform brings together Citizens-Organisations -Academic Businesses-Government to co-create 
solutions for the future of Urban India. 

 The platform will help cities in adopting solutions that will enhance the quality of life for their 
residents. Moreover, it will significantly improve the Ease of Doing Business. 

 It will also be a significant addition to the growing innovation ecosystem of India as it focuses on 
fostering innovative practices in cities. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About CiX. 
2. Objectives. 
3. Features. 

4. About Smart Cities Mission. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the challenges involved in the 
implementation of the Smart Cities Mission. 

 

2. Ease of Living Index (EoLI): 
Context: 
The Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has released the final rankings of Ease of Living Index (EoLI) 2020. 
 
What is it? 
The Ease of Living Index (EoLI) is an assessment tool that 
evaluates the quality of life and the impact of various 
initiatives for urban development.  

 It provides a comprehensive understanding of 
participating cities across India based on quality 
of life, economic-ability of a city, and its 
sustainability and resilience.  

 
How were the cities ranked? 
The analysis categorises them into: 

1. Million+ populated cities (those with a 
population of more than a million).  

2. Less than Million populated cites (those with a 
population of less than a million) along with all 
the cities under the Smart Cities Program. 

 
EoLI 2020 ranking: 

1. Million+ category: Bengaluru emerged as the top 
performer followed by Pune, Ahmedabad, 
Chennai, Surat, Navi Mumbai, Coimbatore, Vadodara, Indore, and Greater Mumbai. 

2. In the Less than Million category: Shimla was ranked the highest in ease of living, followed by 
Bhubaneshwar, Silvassa, Kakinada, Salem, Vellore, Gandhinagar, Gurugram, Davangere, and 
Tiruchirappalli. 
 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About EoLI. 
2. Ranking Methodology. 
3. Top performers. 

 

Mains Link : Discuss the significance of recently 
released Urban Affairs Ministry's Ease of Living 
Index (EoLI). 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GPQ8BELU0.1&imageview=0. 

 

3. Municipal Performance Index 2020: 
Context: 
Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has released the Municipal Performance Index 2020. 
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 It seeks to simplify and evaluate the complexities in local governance practice and promote the ethos 
of transparency and accountability. 

 
Municipal Performance Index (MPI) 2020: 
The MPI examined the sectoral performance of 111 
municipalities (with Delhi being assessed separately 
for NDMC, and the three Municipal Corporations) 
across five verticals which comprise of 20 sectors and 
100 indicators in all totality.  
The five verticals under MPI are Services, Finance, 
Policy, Technology and Governance. 
 
Ranking of cities: 
The assessment framework under MPI 2020 has 
classified municipalities based on their population- 
Million+ (municipalities having over a million 
population) and Less than Million Population.  

1. In the Million+ category: Indore has emerged 
as the highest ranked municipality, followed 
by Surat and Bhopal. 

2. In the Less than Million category: New Delhi Municipal Council has emerged as the leader, followed by 
Tirupati and Gandhinagar. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

4. About MPI. 
5. Ranking Methodology. 
6. Top performers. 

 

Mains Link : Discuss the significance of recently 
released Urban Affairs Ministry's Municipal 
Performance Index (MPI) 2020. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GPQ8BELU0.1&imageview=0.

 
Topics: Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the 
Indian subcontinent)  

1. North East Cane and Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC): 
Context: 
The Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir will set up three Bamboo Clusters through technical knowhow and 
collaboration from North East Cane and Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC).  

 Each of the three clusters will be devoted to the production of Agarbatti, baskets and charcoal 
respectively. 

 
About NECBDC: 
Formerly known as Ψ/ŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳōƻƻ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ ό/.5/ύΣ NECBDC was incorporated with the 
objective of organizing the hitherto untapped bamboo sector of North East India. 
 
Ψ/ŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀƳōƻƻΩ ƛƴ WϧYΥ 

 Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has huge Bamboo reserves that can boost its economy in 
future. 

 Bamboo cultivation can revolutionise the industry in Jammu and Kashmir in a cost-effective manner 
and can open new gates for the young start-ups.  

 The UT Govt. is in the process of identifying 100 venues and will identify the programs to be held there 
in the first phase. 

 
National Bamboo Mission (NBM): 
The mission was launched in April 2018.  
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It aims to-increase area under bamboo cultivation and also adopting region based strategies to promote 
bamboo products. 

 The NBM envisages promoting holistic growth of bamboo sector by adopting area-based, regionally 
differentiated strategy and to increase the area under bamboo cultivation and marketing. 

 The NBM will be a sub-scheme of National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) under the 
umbrella scheme Krishonnati Yojana. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Bamboo Cultivation in India. 
2. Key Bamboo growing states. 

3. Climatic conditions. 
4. About NBM. 
5. About NECBDC. 

 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. What is space hurricane?  
Context:  
Scientists from China recently discovered a space hurricane for the first time ever above the North pole.  

 Previously, it was believed, space hurricanes were a theoretical phenomenon.  
 
Key facts:  

 As per their report, the hurricane measured roughly 600 miles across and rained down charged 
electrons for as long as eight hours.  

 The space hurricane spun counterclockwise at speeds up to 4,700 miles per hour, the academic paper 
reported.  

 The hurricane was reported in space directly above the North Pole. 
 
Why it matters?  
The new finding could help scientists learn more about how the Sun affects Earth's atmosphere, gathering 
more details on how space weather might harm satellites and other objects in orbit. 
 
What are space hurricanes?  

 They are thought to be a result of the solar wind and Earth's magnetic field interacting.  
 It is a huge, funnel-like, spiral geomagnetic storm that occurs above the polar Ionosphere of Earth, 

during extremely quiet conditions.  
 They are related to the aurora borealis phenomenon, as the electron precipitation from the storm's 

funnel produces gigantic, cyclone-shaped auroras.  
 They are made up of plasmas, consisting of extremely hot ionized gases that rotate at extremely high 

speeds.  
 
Formation:  
Space hurricanes are caused by 
plasma unleashed from the sun 
as solar wind. These charged 
particle clouds travel through 
space and fuel magnetic storms 
as they interact with magnetic 
fields.  
 
Impact:  

 The researchers think 
these kinds of storms 
could create more drag 
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on satellites and interfere with radio signals and communications, making these events particularly 
important to understand.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is a space hurricane? 
2. Formation.  
3. Key features.  

4. Where is it formed?  
5. How is it different from regular hurricanes?  

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on space hurricanes.  
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries.  

1. {/ ǎŜŜƪǎ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ 50% cap on quota:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has decided to examine whether the Indira Sawhney verdict of 1992 needs a relook.  
 
What's the issue?  
In 1992, the Supreme Court fixed reservation for the marginalised and the poor in government jobs and 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ рл҈Σ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ άŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέΦ  
However, over the years, several States, such as Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, have crossed the Rubicon and 
passed laws which allow reservation shooting over 60%.  

 Recently, a five-judge Bench set up to hear the challenge to the Maratha quota law, decided not to 
confine the question of reservation spilling over the 50% limit to just Maharashtra.  

 The Bench expanded the ambit of the case by making other States party and inviting them to make 
their stand clear on the question of whether reservation should continue to remain within the 50% 
boundary or not.  

 
Why 50%? 
The Other Backward ClaǎǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŘŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ рн҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
according to the 1931 Census, the last enumeration of castes in the country. The court, however, did not deal 
with the question of population while ruling that although reservation was fine, it must be capped. 
 
Tamilnadu's case:  
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ .ŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ /ŀǎǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ¢ǊƛōŜǎ 
(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutions and Appointments or Posts in the Services under the State) 
Act, 1993 to keep its reservation limit intact at 69%. 

 The law was subsequently included into the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution through the 76th 
Constitution Amendment passed by Parliament in 1994.  

 
Overview of Maratha Quota law:  
The Bombay High Court had, in June 2019, reduced the 
quantum of reservation for Marathas from the 16% 
recommended by the Gaikwad Commission to 12% in 
education and 13% in employment.  

 With the implementation of the Maharashtra 
law, the vertical quota in the state could go up 
to 68% which was earlier 52% before the 
passing of the law. This aspect will also come 
under question.  

 Since the Indra Sawhney verdict gives a pass to 
breach of the 50% quota rule only in 
exceptional circumstances, the court will have 
to test if the Maharashtra law qualifies to be 
an exception. 

 
How does the Maratha reservation relate to the Indra Sawhney case?  

1. Based on the 102nd Amendment to the Constitution, which gives the President powers to notify 
backward classes, the court will have to look into whether states have similar powers. 

2. Also, since this power flows from the Constitution, whether the President is still required to comply 
with the criteria set by the Supreme Court in the Mandal case.  
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3. The relevance of the Indra Sawhney criteria is also under question in another case in which the validity 
of the 103rd Amendment has been challenged. The 103rd Amendment, passed in 2019, provides for 
10% reservation in government jobs and educational institutions for the economically weaker section 
in the unreserved category.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the 103rd Constitutional 
Amendment Act.  

2. 102 CAA- overview.  
3. About Maratha Quota law.  
4. What is 9th schedule of the Indian 

Constitution.  
5. Indira Sawhney Judgment.  

Mains Link:  
Recently, a five-judge Bench set up to hear the 
challenge to the Maratha quota law, decided not to 
confine the question of reservation spilling over the 
50% limit to just Maharashtra. Discuss the 
implications of this move.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQC8BSR3L.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. No-trust vote:  
Context:  
The no-confidence motion moved by the Congress against the Bharatiya Janata Party-Jannayak Janta Party 
coalition government in Haryana has been defeated by 55 votes to 32.  
 
What is a No-Confidence Motion?  
A Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly and it remains in office till it enjoys 
the confidence of majority.  

 Therefore, a motion of no-confidence is moved to remove the council of ministers and to remove the 
government from the office. 

 
Constitutional provisions:  
According to the Article 75 of the Indian Constitution, council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to 
the Lok Sabha and as per Article 164, the council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative 
Assembly of the State. 

 Lok Sabha/Legislative Assembly can remove the ministry from the office by passing a no-confidence 
motion.  

 Lok Sabha Rule 198 specifies the procedure for a motion of no-confidence.  
 
What is the procedure to move a No-Confidence Motion?  
Against the Government, a motion of No-Confidence Motion can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha under 
rule 198.  
There should be a minimum of 50 members to accept the motion. If not, then the motion fails. Before 10 am, 
any member may provide written notice.  

 The motion of no-confidence is read by the Speaker within the House and asks all those favouring the 
motion to rise.  

 If 50 MPS are there in favour then the Speaker could allot a date for discussing the motion. But this has 
to be done within 10 days. 

 Then, the motion is put to vote and can be conducted through Voice Vote, Division of Votes or other 
means.  

 If the government loses a confidence motion or if the no-confidence motion is accepted by the majority 
then the government has to resign. 

 
What are the conditions related to no-confidence motion?  

 It can be moved only in the Lok Sabha or state assembly as the case may be. It cannot be moved in the 
Rajya Sabha or state legislative council. 

 The no-confidence motion is moved against the entire Council of Ministers and not individual ministers 
or private members.  

InstaLinks: Prelims Link:  
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1. What is a no-confidence motion? 
2. Who can move it? 
3. Procedure to be followed? 
4. Can it be introduced in Rajya Sabha? 
5. Majority needed to pass the no-confidence 

motion. 
6. Article 75 is related to?  

7. Article 164.  
8. Difference between censure motion and no 

confidence motion.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G798C4GC9.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. State Election Commissioners:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has held that independent persons and not bureaucrats should be appointed State 
Election Commissioners.  
 
What's the case?  
An appeal was filed by the Goa government against an order of the Bombay High Court which had issued a 
stay on certain municipal election notifications issued by the Goa State Election Commission.  

 The Supreme court has now upheld the High Court order regarding municipal reservations and 
directed the state government to notify reservations for the municipalities of Mormugao, Margao, 
Mapusa, Quepem and Sanguem within the next 10 days.  

 It also directed the State Election Commission to complete the election process by April 30.  
 
Supreme Court's observations/judgement on independence of the state election commissioners:  

 Independent persons and not bureaucrats should be appointed State Election Commissioners. This is 
necessary because giving government employees the additional charge of State Election 
Commissioners is ŀ άƳƻŎƪŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 The States should appoint independent persons as Election Commissioners all along the length and 
breadth of the country.  

 
Need for:  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƳŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 
an add-on job.  

 Besides, under the constitutional mandate, it is the duty of the State to not interfere with the 
functioning of the State Election Commission.  

 
About the State Election Commission:  
The Constitution of India vests in the State Election Commission, consisting of a State Election Commissioner, 
the superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls for, and the conduct of all 
elections to the Panchayats and the Municipalities (Articles 243K, 243ZA). 
The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the Governor.  

 As per article 243 the Governor, when so requested by the State Election Commission, make available 
to the State Election Commission such staff as may be necessary for the discharge of the functions 
conferred on the SEC by clause (1).  

 Under the Constitution, establishment of local self-government institutions is the responsibility of the 
states (entry 5, List II, Seventh Schedule).  

 
Powers and removal of state election commissioner:  
The State Election Commissioner has the status, salary and allowance of a Judge of a High Court and cannot 
be removed from office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of a High Court.  
 
The ECI and SECs have a similar mandate; do they also have similar powers?  
The provisions of Article 243K of the Constitution, which provides for setting up of SECs, are almost identical to 
those of Article 324 related to the EC. In other words, the SECs enjoy the same status as the EC.  
In 2006, the Supreme Court emphasised the two constitutional authorities enjoy the same powers.  
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 In Kishan Singh Tomar vs Municipal Corporation of the City of Ahmedabad, the Supreme Court 
directed that state governments should abide by orders of the SECs during the conduct of the 
panchayat and municipal elections, just like they follow the instructions of the EC during Assembly and 
Parliament polls.  

 
In practice, are the SECs as independent as the EC?  
Although state election commissioners are appointed by the state governors and can only be removed by 
impeachment, in the last two decades many have struggled to assert their independence.  

 One of the most widely remembered cases of confrontation happened in Maharashtra in 2008. Then 
state election commissioner Nand Lal was arrested and sent to jail for two days in March 2008 after 
the Assembly found him guilty of breach of privilege in an alleged conflict over his jurisdiction and 
powers.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. Breach of privilege- application, 
implications and provisions in this regard. 

2. Applicability of impeachment process for 
various bodies under the Indian 
Constitution. 

3. Article 243 vs 324, similarities and 
differences in powers of state election 
commissions vs Election Commission of 
India. 

4. Appeals against decisions of Election 
Commissions. 

5. Elections to Parliament and state 
legislatures vs Local Bodies. 

 
Mains Link: 
Are the State Election Commissions in India as 
independent as the Election Commission of India? 
Discuss.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3C8CC6I8.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021:  
Context:  
The bill was recently moved in Lok Sabha.  
 
The Bill:  

1. Proposes to amend Sections 21, 24, 33 and 44 of the 1991 Act.  
2. tǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜƭƘƛ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ-

Governor of Delhi.  
3. Gives discretionary powers to the L-G even in matters where the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is 

empowered to make laws.  
4. Seeks to ensure that the L-D ƛǎ άƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

any decision taken by the Council of Ministers (or the Delhi Cabinet) is implemented.  
5. Adds that the L-DΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴȅ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ 

on decisions taken by the Cabinet or any individual minister.  
6. Bars the Assembly or its committees from making rules to take up matters concerning day-to-day 

administration, or to conduct inquiries in relation to administrative decisions.  
 
How is Delhi currently administered?  
Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature and it came into being in 1991 under Article 239AA of the 
Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991.  
As per the existing Act, the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws in all matters except public order, 
police and land. 
 
What's the issue now?  
The Bill has revived the dispute on the distribution of powers between the elected government and the 
Lieutenant Governor (L-G).  
The Supreme Court too had intervened in the matter and delivered its verdict in 2018.  
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Supreme Court's 2018 verdict:  

 L-DΩǎ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ required 
on issues other than police, public 
order and land.  

 Decisions of the Council of 
Ministers will, however, have to 
be communicated to the L-G.  

 The L-G was bound by the aid and 
advice of the council of ministers.  

 The status of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Delhi is not that of a 
Governor of a State, rather he 
remains an Administrator, in a 
limited sense, working with the 
designation of Lieutenant 
Governor.  

 
Concerns:  
By making it mandatory for the elected government to route all its files through the L-G, the amendments will 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Articles 239A vs 239AA. 
2. Powers of Delhi Government vs LG. 
3. How administration of Delhi is different 

from administration of other states having 
a legislature? 

4. When did Delhi get a legislature? 
5. How is Delhi LG appointed? 

 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the Constitution (Sixty-ninth 
Amendment) Act, 1991. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM78CLTCI.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Applicability of Anti-defection law for nominated MPs:  
Context:  
Nominated MP Swapan Dasgupta has resigned from Rajya Sabha, a year before completion of his term.  
 
What's the issue?  
The opposition had raised the issue of his disqualification from Rajya Sabha under the anti-defection law 
because the BJP had fielded Dasgupta as its candidate for Tarakeswar constituency in the West Bengal 
Assembly elections.  
 
Who are Nominated members?  

 The Rajya Sabha has 12 nominated members from different walks of life.  
 The broad criterion for their nomination is that they should have distinguished themselves in fields 

like literature, science, art, and social service.  
 The President nominates such individuals as recommended by the Centre.  
 Nominated members have the same rights and privileges as elected members, with one notable 

difference τ they cannot vote in the election of the President.  
 
Anti-defection law:  

 In 1985 the Tenth Schedule, popularly known as the anti-defection law, was added to the Constitution.  
 The purpose of the Amendment was to bring stability to governments by deterring MPs and MLAs from 

changing their political parties on whose ticket they were elected.  
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 The penalty for shifting political loyalties is the loss of parliamentary membership and a bar on 
becoming a minister.  

 
The law specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by MPs invite action under the 
law. It covers three types of scenarios with respect to an MP switching parties:  

1. When a member elected on the ticket of a politicaƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ άǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǇέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
party or votes in the House contrary to the wishes of the party.  

2. When an MP who has won his or her seat as an independent candidate after the election joins a 
political party.  

3. For nominated MPs, the law specifies that within six months of being nominated to the House, they 
can choose to join a political party. But, if they join a party thereafter, then they lose their seat in 
Parliament.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Names of various committees and 
commissions with regard to Anti Defection 
law. 

2. Committees vs Commissions. 
3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial 

review. 
4. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the 

presiding officer? 

6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 
 
Mains Link:  
Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has 
this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
nti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-
resignation-7231491/.  

 

6. Appropriation Bill gets the nod of Lok Sabha:  
Context:  
The Lok Sabha has cleared the Appropriation Bill, allowing the Central government to draw funds from the 
Consolidated Fund of India for its operational requirements and implementation of various programmes.  

 The Bill was passed after Speaker Om Birla put it through guillotine, a legislative mechanism to approve 
the fast-tracking of the passage of outstanding demands for grants without discussion.  

 
What is Appropriation Bill?  

 Appropriation Bill is a money bill that allows the government to withdraw funds from the Consolidated 
Fund of India to meet its expenses during the course of a financial year. 

 As per article 114 of the Constitution, the government can withdraw money from the Consolidated 
Fund only after receiving approval from Parliament.  

 To put it simply, the Finance Bill contains provisions on financing the expenditure of the government, 
and Appropriation Bill specifies the quantum and purpose for withdrawing money.  

 
Procedure followed:  

1. The government introduces the Appropriation Bill in the lower house of Parliament after discussions on 
Budget proposals and Voting on Demand for Grants. 

2. The Appropriation Bill is first passed by the Lok Sabha and then sent to the Rajya Sabha. 
3. The Rajya Sabha has the power to recommend any amendments in this Bill. However, it is the 

prerogative of the Lok Sabha to either accept or reject the recommendations made by the upper house 
of Parliament. 

4. The unique feature of the Appropriation Bill is its automatic repeal clause, whereby the Act gets 
repealed by itself after it meets its statutory purpose.  

 
What happens when the bill is defeated?  
Since India subscribes to the Westminster system of parliamentary democracy, the defeat of an Appropriation 
Bill (and also the Finance Bill) in a parliamentary vote would necessitate resignation of a government or a 
general election. This has never happened in India till date, though. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/anti-defection-law-swapan-dasgupta-rajya-sabha-resignation-7231491/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       25  InsightsIAS 

 
Scope of discussion:  

 The scope of discussion is limited to matters of public importance or administrative policy implied in 
the grants covered by the Bill and which have not already been raised during the discussion on 
demands for grants. 

 The Speaker may require members desiring to take part in the discussion to give advance intimation of 
the specific points they intend to raise and may withhold permission for raising such of the points as in 
his opinion appear to be repetition of the matters discussed on a demand for grant.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Appropriation vs Finance bills- similarities 
and differences. 

2. Scope of discussion and amendments to 
appropriation bill. 

3. Powers of Rajya Sabha wrt to 
Appropriation Bill vs role of speaker. 

4. Procedure to be followed while passing 
appropriation bill vs financial bills. 

5. Consolidated vs Contingency funds. 

6. Guillotine- applicability and implications. 
7. Components of annual financial statement. 

 
Mains Link:  
Differentiate between appropriation bill and 
finance bill under Article 110 of the Indian 
Constitution.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GRH8CT4K8.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. Supplementary demand for grants:  
Context:  
The Lok Sabha has passed the supplementary demand for grants (second batch for 2020-21).  
 
What are Supplementary Demands for Grants? 
The supplementary demand for grants is needed for government expenditure over and above the amount for 
which Parliamentary approval was already obtained during the Budget session. 
 
Constitutional provisions:  
Supplementary, additional or excess grants and Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants are 
mentioned in the Constitution of India 1949.  

 Article 115: Supplementary, additional or excess grants.  
 Article 116: Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants.  

 
Procedure to be followed:  

1. When grants, authorised by the Parliament, fall short of the required expenditure, an estimate is 
presented before the Parliament for Supplementary or Additional grants.  

2. These grants are presented and passed by the Parliament before the end of the financial year.  
3. When actual expenditure incurred exceeds the approved grants of the Parliament, the Ministry of 

Finance presents a Demand for Excess Grant.  
4. The Comptroller and Auditor General of India bring such excesses to the notice of the Parliament.  
5. The Public Accounts Committee examines these excesses and gives recommendations to the 

Parliament.  
6. The Demand for Excess Grants is made after the actual expenditure is incurred and is presented to the 

Parliament after the end of the financial year in which the expenses were made.  
 
Other grants:  
Additional Grant: It is granted when a need has arisen during the current financial year for supplementary or 
additional expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the Budget for that year.  
Excess Grant: It is granted when money has been spent on any service during a financial year in excess of the 
amount granted for that year. The demands for excess grants are made after the expenditure has actually been 
incurred and after the financial year to which it relates, has expired.  
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Exceptional Grants: It is granted for an exceptional purpose which forms no part of the current service of any 
financial year.  
Token Grant: It is granted when funds to meet proposed expenditure on a new service can be made available 
by re-appropriation, a demand for the grant of a token sum may be submitted to the vote of the House and, if 
the House assents to the demand, funds may be so made available. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  
What are?  

1. Additional grants. 
2. Excess grants.  

3. Exceptional Grants.  
4. Token grant.  
5. Procedure to be followed.  

Constitutional provisions related.  
About CAG and PAC.  

 

8. Right to counsel in custody:  
Context:  
!ǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ aǳƳōŀƛ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴ {ŀŎƘƛƴ ²ŀȊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ bL! 
has argued that this insistence is hampering the probe.  
 
Is access to a lawyer the right of an accused?  
In India, the safeguards available to a person in such circumstances are enshrined in the Constitution.  

 Article 20 (3) ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άbƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέΦ  

 Article 22 states that a person cannot be denied the right to consult and to be defended by a legal 
practitioner of his choice. This ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘέ ŀ 
lawyer.  

 Section 41D of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ άƳŜŜǘ ŀƴ 
advoŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 
Supreme Court judgments:  
In the D K Basu case of 1997:  
The Court considered the guiding principles to be followed by investigating agencies in cases of arrest or 
detention.  

 ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  

 ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ŎǊƛƳŜǎέΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ άƘŀǊŘŎƻǊŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
remain present throughout the interrogation.  

In Senior Intelligence Officer vs Jugal Kishore Sharma (2011):  
Lǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘΩǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ǘƻ άǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴέΣ 
ōǳǘ ǎŀƛŘ άƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 
However, in many criminal cases, it is left to the discretion of the court that has remanded an accused to the 
custody of the police, to decide on whether the lawyer can be permitted to meet the person for a stipulated 
time in private when interrogation is not in progress.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is the right to counsel?  
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.  
3. Relevant Supreme Court judgments.  
4. Rights of an accused.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues associated with rights of an 
individual in custody to counsel.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s
achin-waze-areest-nia-investigation-mukesh-
ambani-bomb-scare-case-7238988/.  
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9. Sixth Schedule areas:  
Context:  
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has informed the Lok SŀōƘŀ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅΣ there is no proposal to 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀƴŎƘŀȅŀǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ {ƛȄǘƘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ !ǎǎŀƳέΦ  
 
Efforts in this regard- Constitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019:  

 Introduced in the Rajya Sabha on February 6, 2019, the Bill provides for elected village municipal 
councils.  

 The Bill that is still active proposes that the State Election Commissions would hold elections to the 
autonomous councils, village and municipal councils.  

 
About the Sixth Schedule:  

 It protects tribal populations and provides autonomy to the communities through creation of 
autonomous development councils that can frame laws on land, public health, agriculture and others.  

 As of now, 10 autonomous councils exist in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.  
 This special provision is provided under Article 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the Constitution.  

 
Key provisions:  

1. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts.  
2. If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 

autonomous regions.  
3. Composition: Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four 

are nominated by the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise.  
4. Term: The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) 

and nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor.  
5. Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council.  
6. Powers of councils: The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. 

They can make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, 
village administration, inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all 
such laws require the assent of the governor.  

7. Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute 
village councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. 
The jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between 5th and 6th schedule 
of Indian Constitution. 

2. Powers of governor under 5th 
3. Who can include or exclude areas under 

5th 
4. What are scheduled areas? 
5. Forest Rights Act- key provisions. 

6. Tribal Advisory Councils- composition and 
functions. 

 
Mains Link:  
Differentiate between 5th and 6th schedules of the 
Indian constitution.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GTU8DIM3P.1&imageview=0.  

 

10. A-G says no to contempt proceedings:  
Context:  
Attorney General of India K.K. Venugopal has denied consent to the initiation of contempt proceedings against 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi on the basis of a plea that he scandalised the judiciary in an interview.  

 The Attorney General said no specific mentions were made about the Supreme Court or its judges.  
 
What is the law on contempt of courts? 
The Contempt of Courts Act 1971 defines civil and criminal contempt, and lays down the powers and 
procedures by which courts can penalise contempt, as well as the penalties that can be given for the offence of 
contempt. 
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 Contempt of court is the offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful toward a court of law and 
its officers in the form of behavior that opposes or defies the authority, justice and dignity of the court. 

 
Why is the consent of the Attorney General required to initiate contempt proceedings? 
The objective behind requiring the consent of the Attorney General before taking cognizance of a complaint is 
to save the time of the court. 

 This is necessary because judicial time is squandered if frivolous petitions are made and the court is 
the first forum for bringing them in.  

 ¢ƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ a safeguard against frivolous petitions, as it is deemed that the AG, as 
an officer of the court, will independently ascertain whether the complaint is indeed valid.  

 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΚ 
¢ƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ mandatory when a private citizen wants to initiate a case of contempt of court against a 
person.  
However, when ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ !DΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

 This is because the court is exercising its inherent powers under the Constitution to punish for 
contempt and such Constitutional powers cannot be restricted because the AG declined to grant 
consent. 

 
What happens if the AG denies consent?  
If the AG denies consent, the matter all but ends.  
The complainant can, however, separately bring the issue to the notice of the court and urge the court to 
take suo motu cognizance. 

 Article 129 of the Constitution gives the Supreme Court the power to initiate contempt cases on its 
own, independent of the motion brought before it by the AG or with the consent of the AG. 

 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases. 
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard. 
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of 

Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006. 
4. Civil vs Criminal contempt. 
5. Rights under Article 19. 
6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act 

of 1971 is related to? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss how contempt cases are handled by 
Supreme Court in India.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GUJ8DMB11.1&imageview=0.  

 

11. Freedom of Religion:  
Context:  
A public interest litigation has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking declaration of 26 verses of the Quran as 
unconstitutional, non-effective and non- functional on the ground that these promote extremism and 
terrorism and pose a serious threat to the sovereignty, unity and integrity of the country.  
 
Can such a belief be protected under freedom of religion?  
Certainly not, as freedom of religion under Article 25 is subject to public order, health, morality and other 
fundamental rights.  
bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ Article 21, which guarantees right to life and 
personal liberty to everyone.  
 
What's the issue now?  

1. The petitioner has named three secretaries of the Centre as respondents. But, in purely legal terms, 
ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘŜΩέ and all these persons named as respondents are certainly 
ƴƻǘ ΨǎǘŀǘŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Article 12 of the Constitution.  
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2. Also, Under Indian law, ƻƴƭȅ ŀ άƭŀǿέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ (Defined under Article 
13(3)). Any religious scripture including the Quran is not considered a law. The divine books can be 
sources of law but not law in themselves.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Definition of state under article 12.  
2. Article 13(3) is related to?  
3. Writ jurisdiction of Supreme Court and 

High Courts.  
4. Overview of Articles 21 and 25.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of freedom of religion 
under the Indian Constitution.  
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/q
uran-unconstitutional-pil-wasim-rizvi-case-judicial-
review-7249760/lite/.  

12. Uniform Civil Code:  
Context:  
Chief Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde recently lauded DƻŀΩǎ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ /ƛǾƛƭ /ƻŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ άƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭǎέ 
ƛƴŘǳƭƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ άŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǘŀƭƪέ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘate to learn more about it.  

 UCC in Goa applies in marriage and succession, governing all Goans irrespective of religious affiliation.  
 
Background:  
Whereas the founders of the Constitution in Article 44 in Part IV dealing with the Directive Principles of State 
Policy had hoped and expected that the State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a Uniform Civil Code 
throughout the territories of India, till date no action has been taken in this regard.  
 
What is uniform civil code?  
A generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion. 
 
What the constitution says?  
Article 44 of the Constitution ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ /ƛǾƛƭ /ƻŘŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
State shall endeavor to secure for the ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŎƻŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them. 
 
India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons:  

 A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on 
religious practices.  

 Gender justice: The rights of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. 
Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in 
the Indian Constitution. 

 Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform 
civil code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case.  

 
Does India not already have a uniform code in civil matters?  
Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil matters ς Indian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, Sale of 
Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evidence Act etc. States, however, have made hundreds 
of amendments and therefore in certain matters, there is diversity even under these secular civil laws.  
 
Why is UCC not desirable at this point?  

 Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country.  
 Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a 

reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the nation.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About UCC.  
2. What are DPSPs.  

3. Enforcement of DPSPs.  
4. Shah Bano case is related to?  
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Mains Link: Discuss why is UCC not desirable for 
India at this point?  

 
Link:

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-after-cji-bobdes-remarks-on-uniform-civil-code-a-look-
at-its-status-debate-around-it-7249410/lite/.  
 

13. Overseas Citizens of India (OCI):  
Context:  
People of Indian origin and the Indian diaspora having Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) cards will not have to 
carry their old, expired passports for travel to India, 
as was required earlier, according to a government 
notification.  
 
Who are OCI cardholders? 

 Government of India launched the ΨhǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ όh/Lύ {ŎƘŜƳŜΩ ōȅ 
making amendments to Citizenship Act, 
1955 in 2005. 

 On 09 January 2015, the Government of 
India discontinued the PIO card and merged 
it with OCI card. 

 
Eligibility: 
Government of India allows the following categories 
of foreign nationals to apply for OCI Card. 
 
Exceptions: 
Anyone who is applying for OCI card should hold a 
valid Passport of another country. 

 Individuals who do not have citizenship of any other country are not eligible to gain an OCI status. 
 Individuals whose parents or grandparents hold citizenship of Pakistan and Bangladesh are not eligible 

to apply. 
 
Benefits for OCI cardholders: 

1. Lifelong Visa to visit India multiple times. (special permission needed for research work in India). 
2. No need to register with Foreigners Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) or Foreigners Registration 

Officer (FRO) for any length of stay. 
3. Except for acquisition of agricultural and plantation properties, OCI card holders have similar facilities 

that are extended to NRIs in economic, financial and educational fields. 
4. Same treatment as of NRIs in respect to Inter-country adoption of Indian children. 
5. Also treated at par with NRIs regarding ς entry fees for national monuments, practice of professions 

like doctors, dentists, nurses, advocates, architects, Chartered Accountants & Pharmacists. 
6. At par with NRIs to participate in All India Pre-medical tests and such.  
7. Treated at par with Indian citizens in matters of traffic in airfares in Indian domestic sectors. 
8. {ŀƳŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦŜŜ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎΦ 
9. OCI booklet can be used as identification to avail services. An affidavit can be attached with local 

address as residential proof. 
 
There are certain restrictions placed on OCI card holders: 

1. Do not have right to vote. 
2. Do not have right to any public service/government jobs 
3. Cannot hold offices of ς Prime Minister, President, Vice -President, Judge of Supreme Court and High 

Court, member of Parliament or Member of state legislative assembly or council. 
4. Cannot own agricultural property. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of Citizen. 
2. POI vs OCI vs NRI. 
3. Who can grant and revoke citizenship? 
4. Dual citizenship in India. 
5. Applicability of right to vote and contest in 

elections for OCI card holders. 
6. Can OCI holders buy agricultural land? 

7. Who cannot be issued OCI cards? 
 
Mains Link: 
Who are overseas citizens of India? What are the 
benefits available for OCI card holders? Discuss.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GDO8E9S6P.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the  federal  structure,  devolution  of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein.  

1. SC stays HC decision barring aided school teachers from contesting polls:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has stayed a Kerala High Court decision barring aided school teachers and non-teaching 
staff from contesting Assembly elections or engaging in political activities.  
 
What's the issue?  
The High Court had declared Section 2 (IV) of the Legislative Assembly (Removal of Disqualifications) Act of 
1951, which allowed aided school teachers to become legislators, as unconstitutional.  
Petitioners in the High Court had challenged the 1951 law, saying their participation in politics would affect 
the quality of education.  

 They had argued in the High Court that since Kerala Government Servants Conduct Rules prohibits 
government school teachers from taking part in political activities, the rule should extend to aided 
school teachers also.  

 
What the government says?  
The government had contended in the High Court that as per a government order issued in 1967, the teachers 
of aided schools had political rights.  

 There were no Rules or Act prohibiting them from not participating in political activities or contesting 
the elections. Besides, special leave without pay could be granted to aided teachers elected to local 
bodies and Assembly.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who can contest in Assembly elections?  
2. Who is debarred from contesting in 

Elections?  
3. Who can cast their vote in Assembly 

Elections?  
4. Assembly vs Panchayat elections.  

 

Mains Link:  
Participation of teachers in politics would affect the 
quality of education. Discuss.  
 
Link:  
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/sc-stays-hc-decision-barring-
aided-school-teachers-from-contesting-
polls/article34103645.ece/amp/.  

 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and  
institutions.  

1. How Election Commission decides on party symbols? 
Context: 
¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƘŀŘ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ YŜǊŀƭŀ IƛƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
group led by Jose K. Mani as the official Kerala Congress (Mani) and granting it the official election symbol of 
Ψ¢ǿƻ [ŜŀǾŜǎΩΦ  
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Background:  
The Kerala High Court had, in November 2020, dismissed the petitions 
challenging the Election Commission's order declaring the group led by Jose K 
Mani as the official Kerala Congress (M) and granting it the official election 
ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ άǘǿƻ ƭŜŀǾŜǎέΦ 

 The Court said it cannot, in the exercise of the jurisdiction under 
Article 226 of the Constitution of India, interfere with the finding of 
the Commission. 

 
How are symbols allotted to political parties? 
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted: 

1. A party/candidatŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9/Ωǎ 
free symbols list at the time of filing nomination papers. 

2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis. 
3. When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the 

symbol. 
 
Powers of Election Commission: 
The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers the EC to recognise political parties 
and allot symbols. 

 Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a recognised 
political party staking claim to its name and symbol. 

 The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a merger. The Supreme Court upheld 
its validity in Sadiq Ali and another vs. ECI in 1971. 

 
How many types of symbols are there? 
As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2017, party symbols are either: 

1. Reserved: 9ƛƎƘǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ сп ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ άǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘέ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΦ 
2. Free: ¢ƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǉƻƻƭ ƻŦ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нлл άŦǊŜŜέ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Recognition of political parties. 
2. What are state parties and national 

parties? 
3. Benefits for recognized parties. 
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the 

types? 
5. Who decides on issues related to merger of 

political parties? 

6. Article 226 is related to? 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss how are symbols allotted to political 
parties? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM78CLR4D.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Mullaperiyar dam isssue:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has issued a warning to Tamil Nadu in the Mullaperiyar case.  
 
What did the court say?  

 ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ /ƘƛŜŦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ άŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ 
ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭŀǇŜǊƛȅŀǊ ŘŀƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ-
appointed Supervisory Committee.  

 The Supervisory Committee should issue directions or take steps to address the three core safety 
issues τ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳΣ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩ 
and fixing the gate operating schedule τ and submit a compliance report in four weeks.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM78CLR4D.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM78CLR4D.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       33  InsightsIAS 

 
What's the issue?  
¢ƘŜ YŜǊŀƭŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ ƻŦ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ άƻōǎƻƭŜǘŜέ ƎŀǘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 
to 1939. It has also expressed apprehensions about the lack of proper supervision of water levels in the dam 
located along the Periyar tiger reserve.  
 
What is the rule curve?  
¢ƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ 
ŘŀƳ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅέ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀƳΦ  
 
Mullaperiyar Dam- what you need to know?  
Although the dam is located in Kerala, it is operated by Tamil Nadu following an 1886 lease indenture for 999 
years (the Periyar Lake Lease Agreement) that was signed between the Maharaja of Travancore and the 
Secretary of State for India for the Periyar Irrigation works. 

 Constructed between 1887 and 1895, the dam redirected the river to flow towards the Bay of Bengal, 
instead of the Arabian Sea and provide water to the arid rain region of Madurai in Madras Presidency. 

 ¢ƘŜ ŘŀƳ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳƭƭŀȅŀǊ ŀƴŘ tŜǊƛȅŀǊ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴYŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ LŘǳƪƪƛ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  
 
What Tamil Nadu says?  
Tamil Nadu claims that 
although it has undertaken 
measures to strengthen the 
dam, the Kerala government 
has blocked any attempt to 
raise the reservoir water level ς 
resulting in losses for Madurai 
farmers. 
 
YŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ  
Kerala, however, highlights fears of devastation by residents living downstream in the earthquake-prone 
district of Idukki.  
Scientists have argued that if there is an earthquake in the region measuring above six on the Richter scale, the 
lives of over three million people will come under grave danger.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Locations of Mullar and Periyar rivers. 
2. Location of Mullaperiyar dam? 
3. Who manages the dam? 
4. About the 1886 Periyar Lake Lease 

Agreement. 
5. About the Interstate River Water Disputes 

Act, 1956 (IRWD Act).  

 
Mains Link:  
Examine why the Mullaperiyar dam issue has 
become bone of contention between Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala. Examine if the union government can 
help resolve this issue.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0F8CPV6T.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Demarcate how amicus curiae can help: SG tells top court:  
Context:  
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta has made a strong appeal to the Supreme Court to frame guidelines to rein in 
ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŀƳƛŎƛ ŎǳǊƛŀŜ in various cases, especially sensitive ones.  
 
Need for guidelines:  

 Court-appointed amici curiae are stepping beyond their assigned role. They tend to even interfere in 
ǘƘŜ άǊǳƴƴƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /.LΦ  

 In some cases, they are even running the administration or dictating the executive.  
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Who is an amicus curiae?  
Amicus Curiae, which literally translates as friend of the court, is a neutral lawyer appointed by the court to 
assist it in cases which require specific expertise.  

 They are advocates appointed to assist the court in adjudication of important cases.  
 
Roles and functions:  

 India, thus, if a petition is received from the jail or in any other criminal matter if the accused is 
unrepresented, then, an Advocate is appointed as amicus curiae by the Court to defend and argue the 
case of the accused.  

 In civil matters also the Court can appoint an Advocate as amicus curiae if it thinks it necessary in case 
of an unrepresented party. 

 The Court can also appoint amicus curiae in any matter of general public importance or in which the 
interest of the public at large is involved.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who can be an amicus curiae?  
2. Roles and responsibilities.  
3. Guidelines by Supreme Court in this regard.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the roles and functions of Amicus Curiae.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GRH8CT4FP.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. How Supreme Court chooses the Chief Justice of India?  
Context:  
Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde has recommended Justice N.V. Ramana, the senior-most judge of the 
Supreme Court, as the next top judge.  

 Justice Ramana is now set to take over as the 48th Chief Justice of India from April 24.  
 
Appointment of CJI:  

 The Chief Justice of India is traditionally appointed by the outgoing Chief Justice of India on the day of 
his (or her) retirement. 

 By convention, the outgoing Chief Justice of India selects the most senior then-sitting Supreme Court 
judge. 

 
Seniority at the apex court is determined not by age, but by:  

1. The date a judge was appointed to the Supreme Court. 
2. If two judges are elevated to the Supreme Court on the same day: 
3. The one who was sworn in first as a judge would trump another. 
4. If both were sworn in as judges on the same day, the one with more years of high court service would 
ΨǿƛƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƪŜǎΦ 

5. An appoinǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨǘǊǳƳǇΩ ƛƴ ǎŜƴƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΦ  
 
Is it a part of the Constitution?  
The Constitution of India does not have any provision for criteria and procedure for appointing the CJI. Article 
124(1) of the Indian Constitution ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ άǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘƛŜŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
LƴŘƛŀέΦ  

 The closest mention is in Article 126, which deals with the appointment of an acting CJI.  
 In the absence of a constitutional provision, the procedure relies on custom and convention. 

 
What is the procedure?  
The procedure to appoint the next CJI is laid out in the Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) between the 
government and the judiciary:  

1. The procedure is initiated by the Law Minister seeking the recommendation of the outgoing CJI at the 
ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘ /WLΦ 
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2. The CJI sends his recommendation to the Law Ministry; and in the case of any qualms, the CJI can 
consult the collegium regarding the fitness of an SC judge to be elevated to the post. 

3. After receiving recommendation from the CJI, the law minister forwards it to the Prime Minister who 
then advises the President on the same. 

4. The President administers the oath of office to the new CJI.  
 
Appointment of the CJI and the appointment of SC judges- key difference:  
In the former, the government cannot send the recommendation of the CJI (or the collegium) back to them for 
reconsideration; while in the latter, the government can do so. However, if the collegium reiterates those 
names, then the government cannot object any further.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About CJI.  
2. Appointment.  
3. Removal.  
4. Articles 124 and 126.  
5. Appointment of the CJI and the 

appointment of SC judges- key difference.  

Mains Link:  
Critically analyze the process of selection of 
supreme court judges in India. How can the process 
be made more transparent?  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GFR8DMGK5.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. SC suggests posting retired judges to clear backlog in HCs:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has pushed for the appointment of retired judges to battle pendency of cases in High 
Courts.  

 The court said retired judges could be chosen on the basis of their expertise in a particular field of 
dispute and allowed to retire once the pendency in that zone of law was over.  

 
Constitutional Provisions in this regard:  
The appointment of ad-hoc judges was provided for in the Constitution under Article 224A.  
 
Procedure to be followed:  

 Under the Article, the Chief Justice of a High Court for any State may at any time, with the previous 
consent of the President, request any person who has held the office of judge of that court or of any 
other High Court to sit and act as a judge of the High Court for that State.  

 Such a judge is entitled to such allowances as the president may determine. He will also enjoy all the 
jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a judge of the Supreme Court. But, he will not otherwise be 
deemed to be a judge of the Supreme Court.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Appointment of retired judges.  
2. Powers and functions.  
3. Procedure.  

 
  

Mains Link : The Supreme Court has pushed for the 
appointment of retired judges to battle pendency 
of cases in High Courts. Comment.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7M8DPV5V.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Parliament  and State Legislatures  ï structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges  and issues arising out of these. 

1. Termination of Session: 
A sitting of Parliament can be terminated by adjournment or adjournment sine die or prorogation or 
dissolution (in the case of the Lok Sabha). 
Adjournment: It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be hours, days or weeks. 
Adjournment sine die: It means terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period. 
In other words, when the House is adjourned without naming a day for reassembly. 
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 The power of adjournment as well as adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer (Speaker or 
Chairman) of the House. 

Prorogation: The President issues a notification for prorogation of the session after the business of a session is 
completed and the presiding officer declares the House adjourned sine die. The President can also prorogue 
the House while in session. 
Dissolution: Only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolution. Rajya Sabha, being a permanent House, is not subject 
to dissolution. 

 A dissolution ends the life of the existing House, and a new House is constituted after general elections 
are held. 

 The President is empowered to dissolve the Lok Sabha. 
 
Context:  
Both Houses of Parliament were adjourned sine die recently nearly two weeks before schedule, keeping in 
mind requests made for the curtailment of the second part of the Budget session by MPs from West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Assam, Puducherry and Kerala owing to the Assembly elections.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who summons the Houses of Parliament. 
2. Powers of President vs Powers of 

Chairperson. 
3. What is adjournment sine die? 
4. What is dissolution of the house? 
5. Why Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved? 

 
Mains Link: 
What needs to be done to increase the productivity 
of both the houses of Parliament? Discuss. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GNR8DQ1BL.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. How the electoral bonds scheme has worked so far, and why it has been 
challenged in SC?  

Context:  
The Supreme Court has dismissed petitions seeking to stay the sale of fresh electoral bonds ahead of Assembly 
elections in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam and Puducherry.  

 Although the court said there is no justification to stay the current sale, the larger constitutional 
challenge to the electoral bonds scheme filed in 2017 is still pending.  

 
What is the pending challenge?  
Apart from challenging the constitutionality of the electoral bonds scheme, the petitioners had asked the 
court to declare all political parties as public offices to bring them under the ambit of the Right to 
Information Act and compel political parties to disclose their income and expenditure.  
 
What are electoral bonds?  

 Announced in the 2017 Union Budget, electoral bonds are interest-free bearer instruments used to 
donate money anonymously to political parties.  

 A bearer instrument does not carry any information about the buyer or payee.  
 The holder of the instrument (which is the political party) is presumed to be its owner.  
 The bonds are sold in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh, and Rs 1 crore, and State 

Bank of India is the only bank authorised to sell them.  
 Donors can buy and subsequently donate bonds to a political party, which can encash the bonds 

through its verified account within 15 days.  
 There is no limit on the number of bonds an individual or company can purchase.  
 LŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴȅ ōƻƴŘǎ within 15 days, SBI deposits these into ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ wŜƭƛŜŦ 

Fund.  
 
Why have they been challenged?  

 The printing of these bonds & SBI commission for facilitating the sale and purchase of the bonds is paid 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ Ǝƻvernment.  
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 Anonymity provided to donors of electoral bonds.  
 Through an amendment to the Finance Act 2017, the Centre has exempted parties from disclosing 

donations received through electoral bonds.  
According to transparency activists, these infringe the ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ YƴƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
even more unaccountable.  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 9/Ωǎ ǎǘŀƴŘΚ  
The EC had objected to amendments in the Representation of the People Act that exempt political parties 
from disclosing donations through this route.  

 In a situation where the contribution received through electoral bonds are not reported, on perusal of 
the contribution report of political parties, it cannot be ascertained whether the political party has 
taken any donation in violation of provision under Section 29(b) of the RP Act which prohibits the 
political parties from taking donations from government companies and foreign sources.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are electoral bonds? 
2. Eligibility. 
3. Denomination. 
4. Features. 
5. Who can issue these bonds? 

  

Mains Link: Critically examine the effectiveness of 
electoral bonds in ensuring transparent political 
funding and suggest alternatives?  
 
Link:  
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-
the-electoral-bonds-scheme-has-worked-so-far-
and-why-it-has-been-challenged-in-sc-7247184/.  

 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation  of tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Act. 

1. Registration of political parties: 
Context: 
The Election Commission has said it had reduced the public notice period for new political parties seeking 
registration from 30 days to seven days due to the delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The relaxation in notice period would remain in force till the last dates of nomination for the Assam, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry and West Bengal elections, that is March 19 and April 7 
respectively. 

 According to guidelines, the applicants are supposed to publish the proposed name of their party in 
two national and local daily newspapers each on two days, seeking objections, if any, within 30 days. 

 
Registration of political parties: 
Registration of Political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951. 

 A party seeking registration under the said Section with the Election Commission has to submit an 
application to the Commission within the said period following the date of its formation as per 
guidelines prescribed by the Election Commission of India in exercise of the powers conferred by 
Article 324 of the Commission of India and Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 
1951. 

 
¢ƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ tŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΥ 

1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in any four or more states, at a general election 
to the House of the People or, to the State Legislative Assembly. 

2. In addition, it wins at least four seats in the House of the People from any State or States. 
3. It wins at least two percent seats in the House of the People (i.e., 11 seats in the existing House having 

543 members), and these members are elected from at least three different States. 
 
¢ƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ tŀǊǘȅΥ 

1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in the State at a general election, either to the 
House of the People or to the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned 

2. In addition, it wins at least two seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned. 
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3. It wins at least three percent (3%) of the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State, 
or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more. 

 
Benefits: 

1. LŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ entitled for exclusive allotment of its reserved symbol to 
the candidates set up by it in the State in which it is so recognised, and if a party is recognised as a 
ȫbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊǘȅΩ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ allotment of its reserved symbol to the candidates set up by 
it throughout India. 

2. wŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ȫ{ǘŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ȫbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ only one proposer for filing the nomination and are 
also entitled for two sets of electoral rolls free of cost at the time of revision of rolls and their 
candidates get one copy of electoral roll free of cost during General Elections. 

3. They also get broadcast/telecast facilities over Akashvani/Doordarshan during general elections. 
4. The travel expenses of star campaigners are not to be accounted for in the election expense accounts 

of candidates of their party. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Registration of Political Parties. 
2. Recognised vs Unrecognised political 

parties. 
3. State vs National parties. 
4. Benefits for recognised political parties. 
5. Who is a star campaigner? 

6. Article 324 of the Indian Constitution. 
7. Section 29A of RPA 1951. 

 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/electio
n-commission-cuts-notice-period-for-new-political-
parties/article33974016.ece/amp/. 
 

 

2. NOTA (None Of The Above):  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked the Centre and the Election Commission of India to respond to a plea that fresh 
elections should be conducted in constituencies where the highest number of votes polled are NOTA (None Of 
The Above).  
 
Petitioner's demands:  

 CandƛŘŀǘŜǎ ΨǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘΩ ōȅ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦƛŜƭŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇƻƭƭǎΦ  
 The electorate will be armed with ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘέ and this shall provide a better choice of 

candidates to pick from.  
 
Challenges:  

 If voters kept rejecting candidates, Parliament/Assembly seats would continue to remain vacant, 
affecting legislative functioning.  

 Political parties could also influence voters to not vote in a particular constituency.  
 
The use of NOTA in elections:  
The option of NOTA for Lok Sabha and assembly elections was prescribed by the SC in 2013. Thus, India 
became the 14th country to institute negative voting.   
 
²Ƙȅ ƘŀǾŜ bh¢! ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ψƴƻ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜΩΚ  

 NOTA gives people dissatisfied with contesting candidates an opportunity to express their disapproval.  
 This, in turn, increases the chances of more people turning up to cast their votes, even if they do not 

support any candidate, and decreases the count of bogus votes.  
 Also, the Supreme Court has observed ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 
Ǉƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎέΦ  

 
NOTA in Rajya Sabha:  
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 The Supreme Court, in 2018, held that the NOTA option is meant only for universal adult suffrage and 
direct elections and not for polls held by the system of proportional representation by means of the 
single transferable vote as done in the Rajya Sabha. 

 The court held that making NOTA applicable in Rajya Sabha elections is contrary to Article 80(4) of the 
constitution ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ t¦/[ Ǿ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ όнлмоύΦ  

 It is because NOTA defeats the fairness in indirect elections, it ignores the role of an elector in such 
an election and destroys democratic values and encourages malpractices like defection and 
corruption. 

  
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is NOTA? 
2. Procedure to cast NOTA vote. 
3. When was it for the first time used? 

 
  

Mains Link : Right to reject and elect new 
candidate will give power to the people to express 
their discontent. Discuss.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM78CLQ1O.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT):  
Context:  
The Election Commission has decided to use Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) along with Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVM) at all the Polling Stations in the upcoming assembly elections in four states and Union 
territory.  
 
What is VVPAT?  

 Voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) is a method 
of providing feedback to voters using EVMs.  

 A VVPAT is intended as an independent verification 
system for voting machines designed to allow voters 
to verify that their vote was cast correctly, and to 
provide a means to audit the stored electronic results.  

 It contains the name of the candidate for whom vote 
has been cast and symbol of the party/individual 
candidate.  

 
Significance and the need for VVPATs:  

 The VVPAT helps to detect potential election fraud or 
malfunction in the Electronic Voting Machine.  

 It provides a means to audit the stored electronic 
results. It serves as an additional barrier to change or 
destroy votes. 

 The EVMs with VVPAT system ensure the accuracy of 
the voting system with fullest transparency and 
restores the confidence of the voters. 

 EVMs and VVPATs also speed up the election process as counting votes on EVMs takes much lesser 
time than counting paper ballots.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About VVPAT.  
2. Features.  
3. What are EVMs?  
4. About the right to vote.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPAT) in Elections.   
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GC48DEKOH.1&imageview=0.  
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4. What are postal ballots?  
Context:  
The postal voting for electors aged above 80 is under way in various Assembly constituencies of Tamil Nadu.  

 This is the first time certain sections of the public in the State are allowed to cast postal ballots. 
Earlier, only service voters and those drafted for election work were allowed the facility.  

 
What is postal voting?  
A restricted set of voters can exercise postal voting. Through this facility, a voter can cast her vote remotely by 
recording her preference on the ballot paper and sending it back to the election officer before counting. 
 
Who else can avail this facility?  
Members of the armed forces like the Army, Navy and Air Force, members of the armed police force of a state 
(serving outside the state), government employees posted outside India and their spouses are entitled to vote 
only by post.  

 The exception to the above-mentioned category of voters is provided under Section 60 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951.  

 
Representation of the People Act, 1951:  
This act provides for the actual conduct of elections in India. It deals with the following matters:  

1. Details like Qualification and Disqualification of members of both the Houses of Parliament and the 
State Legislatures, 

2. Administrative machinery for conducting elections, 
3. Registration of Political parties, 
4. Conduct of Elections, 
5. Election Disputes, 
6. Corrupt practices & Electoral offences, & 
7. By-elections. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is Postal Voting? 
2. Who is eligible? 
3. Who can decide matters related to postal 

voting? 
4. Role of Election Commission of India. 
5. Is Right to vote a constitutional right? 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the features and benefits of postal voting.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GDG8DQ0RC.1&imageview=0.  

 

5. Model code of conduct:  
Context:  
In a complaint against Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Trinamool Congress has alleged that his recent tour 
of Bangladesh amounts to a violation of the model code of conduct.  
 
Background:  
Mr. Modi visited Bangladesh to participate in the 50th anniversary of the Independence of Bangladesh and the 
ōƛǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ Ψ.ŀƴƎŀōŀƴŘƘǳΩ {ƘŜƛƪƘ aǳƧƛōǳǊ wŀƘƳŀƴ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нсΦ  
 
Model Code of Conduct (MCC): 
What is MCC? 
These are the guidelines issued by the Election Commission of India for conduct of political parties and 
candidates during elections mainly with respect to speeches, polling day, polling booths, election manifestos, 
processions and general conduct. 

 This is in keeping with Article 324 of the Constitution, which mandates EC to conduct free and fair 
elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures. 
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Aim: To ensure free and fair elections. 
 
When it comes into force? 
So far, the Model Code of Conduct came into force immediately on announcement of the election schedule by 
the commission. The Code remains in force till the end of the electoral process. 
 
Status: 
The need for such code is in the interest of free and fair elections. However, the code does not have any 
specific statutory basis. It has only a persuasive effect. It contains what is known as άǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ electoral 
ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅέΦ But this lack of statutory backing does not prevent the Commission from enforcing it. 
 
Evolution: 
The Commission issued the code for the first time in 1971 (5th Election) and revised it from time to time. This 
set of norms has been evolved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide by the 
principles embodied in the said code and also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit. 
 
What it contains? 
The salient features of the Model Code of Conduct lay down how political parties, contesting candidates and 
party(s) in power should conduct themselves during the process of elections i.e. on their general conduct 
during electioneering, holding meetings and processions, poll day activities and functioning of the party in 
power etc. 
 
Enforcement: 
The EC has devised several mechanisms to take note of the violation of the code, which include joint task forces 
of enforcement agencies and flying squads. The latest is the introduction of the cVIGIL mobile app through 
which audio-visual evidence of malpractices can be reported. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is MCC? 
2. Does it have any statutory backing? 
3. Issued and enforced by? 
4. What happens if violated? 
5. Evolution. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for and significance of MCC.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GDO8E9S81.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies.  

1. The Chief Minister: Appointment, Power, Function and Position: 
Context: 
Tirath Singh Rawat is new CM of Uttarakhand.  
 
Appointment: 
The Chief Minister is appointed by the governor. 

 Art. 163 of the Constitution provides that there shall be a Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister 
at its hand to aid and advise the governor. 

 
Who can be a Chief Minister? 
After general election to the State Legislative Assembly, the party or coalition group which secures majority in 
this House, elects its leader and communicates his name to the Governor. The Governor then formally appoints 
him as the Chief Minister and asks him to form his Council of Ministers. 

 When no party gets a clear majority in the State Legislative Assembly, the Governor normally asks the 
leader of the single largest party to form the government. 

 
Tenure: 
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Theoretically, the Chief Minister holds office during the pleasure of the Governor. However, in actual practice 
the Chief Minister remains in office so long as he continues to be the leader of the majority in the State 
Legislative Assembly. 

 The Governor can dismiss him in case he loses his majority support. 
 The State Legislative Assembly can also remove him by passing a vote of no-confidence against him. 

 
Powers and Functions of the Chief Minister: 

 To Aid and Advice the Governor. 
 The Chief Minister is at the Head of the Council of Ministers. 
 He is the Leader of the House. 
 He has to communicate to the Governor all the decisions of the council of ministers relating to the 

administration of the states. 
 All the policies are announced by him on the floor of the house. 
 He recommends dissolution of legislative assembly to the Governor. 
 He advises the Governor regarding summoning, proroguing the sessions of State  Legislative Assembly 

from time to time. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who can be a Chief Minister? 
2. Role of Governor in appointing a Chief 

Minister. 
3. Council of Ministers. 
4. Powers. 
5. Functions. 

6. Tenure. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and functions of a Chief Minister. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G798C4GCN.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.  

1. Insurance ombudsman: 
Context: 
The government has amended insurance ombudsman rules. 
 
As per the new rules: 

1. Insurance brokers are now covered under ombudsman rules. 
2. Policyholders are now allowed to file online complaints. 
3. The scope of complaints has been enlarged to ombudsmen from only disputes earlier to deficiencies in 

service on the part of insurers, agents, brokers and other intermediaries. 
4. The ombudsman may use video-conferencing for hearings. 

 
About Insurance Ombudsman: 
The Insurance Ombudsman scheme was created by the Government of India for individual policyholders to 
have their complaints settled out of the courts system in a cost-effective, efficient and impartial way. 
 
Who can approach? 
Any person who has a grievance against an insurer, may himself or through his legal heirs, nominee or 
assignee, make a complaint in writing to the Insurance ombudsman. 
 
One can approach the Ombudsman with complaint only if: 
One has first approached insurance company with the complaint and; 

1. They have rejected it 
2. Not resolved it to satisfaction or 
3. Not responded to it at all for 30 days 

And the value of the claim including expenses claimed should not be above Rs 30 lakhs. 
 
Appointment of Ombudsman: 
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The Ombudsman is a person in the insurance industry, civil or judicial services, and is appointed by the 
insurance council. 

 The serving term of the Insurance Ombudsman 
is three years. 

 
The settlement process: 
Recommendation: 
The Ombudsman will act as mediator and  

 Arrive at a fair recommendation based on the 
facts of the dispute 

 If you accept this as a full and final settlement, 
the Ombudsman will inform the company 
which should comply with the terms in 15 days. 

 
Award: 
If a settlement by recommendation does not work, the 
Ombudsman will Pass an award within 3 months of 
receiving all the requirements from the complainant 
and which will be binding on the insurance company. 
 
Once the Award is passed: 
The Insurer shall comply with the award within 30 days of the receipt of award and intimate the compliance of 
the same to the Ombudsman. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Insurance Ombudsman scheme. 
2. Process. 
3. Appointment. 
4. Award. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and functions of Insurance 
Ombudsman.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSE8BAF7T.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. Banks Board Bureau (BBB):  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ .ŀƴƪǎ .ƻŀǊŘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ό...ύ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ a5ǎ ŀƴŘ 5a5ǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ м-lakh 
crore development financial institution (DFI) being set up to accelerate infrastructure financing.  
 
About the proposed DFI:  

 The infrastructure financier, to be called the 
National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and 
Development, is to anchor the ambitious National 
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP).  

 
About BBB:  
It was set up in February 2016 as an autonomous bodyς 
based on the recommendations of the RBI-appointed 
Nayak Committee.  

 It was part of the Indradhanush Plan. 
 It will make recommendations for appointment of 

whole-time directors as well as non-executive 
chairpersons of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and 
state-owned financial institutions.  
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 The Ministry of Finance takes the final decision on the appointments in consultation with the Prime 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  

 
Composition:  
Banks Board Bureau comprises the Chairman, three ex-officio members i.e Secretary, Department of Public 
Enterprises, Secretary of the Department of Financial Services and Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India, and five expert members, two of which are from the private sector.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About BBB. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. What was the Nayak Committee appointed 

for by the RBI?  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the roles and functions of BBB.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMP8BSCT2.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.  

1. National Population Register: 
Context: 
The Registrar-General of India (RGI) is preparing to 
conduct field trials of the first phase of the Census and 
the National Population Register (NPR) using a mobile 
application in all the States and Union Territories. 

 The app will contain questionnaires on house 
listing and housing census and the NPR. 

 
The Centre is planning to allow residents to fill the 
National Population Register (NPR) form on their own, 
through the online mode, a month before the door-to-
door enumeration by Census officials starts.  
 
The plan:  

 After filling the form online, residents will get a 
reference code that they can mention to the field 
enumerator at the time of her or his visit.  

 The details of the respondent will be displayed 
on a mobile application developed for 
conducting the Census exercise but no 
άōƛƻƳŜǘǊƛŎǎ ƻǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ 
These details will then be stored in the system.  

 
What is National Population Register (NPR)? 
It is a Register of usual residents of the country. 

 It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-
Town), sub-District, District, State and National 
level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 
1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of 
Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) 
Rules, 2003. 

 It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 
Objective: To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the country. 
The NPR was first collected in 2010 and then updated in 2015. 
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Who is a usual resident? 
A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the past 6 
months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional provisions related to 
Citizenship. 

2. Components of NPR data. 
3. Who is an usual resident? 
4. Who prepares NPR? 
5. How can a person acquire Indian 

citizenship? 
6. Can an Indian citizen hold dual citizenship? 

7. About RGI. 
 
Mains Link: 
Why are states opposed to the collection of data 
under NPR. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2I8BATPR.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. National Capital Territory Bill:  
Context:  
The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.  
 
Key Provisions:  

 It seeks to regularise unauthorised colonies that existed in the National Capital Territory of Delhi as on 
June 1, 2014, and had seen development up to 50% as on January 1, 2015.  

 It amended the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second Act, 2011.  
 The bill would give protection to unauthorised colonies from sealing till December 31, 2023.  

 
Background:  

 The 2011 Act was valid till December 31, 2020. The 2011 Act provided for the regularisation of the 
unauthorised colonies that existed in the national capital as on March 31, 2002 and where construction 
took place till June 1, 2014. 

 
Need for:  
Large number of people living in unauthorised colonies in Delhi are not receiving proper amenities and this Bill 
provided ownership rights to those living in these colonies. It would facilitate access to institutional credit and 
also improve the basic amenities.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Articles 239A vs 239AA. 
2. Powers of Delhi Government vs LG. 
3. How administration of Delhi is different 

from administration of other states having 
a legislature? 

4. When did Delhi get a legislature? 
5. How is Delhi LG appointed?  

6. Key features of the new Bill.  
 
Mains Link:  
Write a note on the Constitution (Sixty-ninth 
Amendment) Act, 1991. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G798C4GCB.1&imageview=0.  

 

3. One Nation One Ration Card System:  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ мт ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ΨƻƴŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŎŀǊŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¦ǘǘŀǊŀƪƘŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎΦ  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2I8BATPR.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2I8BATPR.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G798C4GCB.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G798C4GCB.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       46  InsightsIAS 

About the scheme: 
One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all 
beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across the 
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. 
Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised 
foodgrains under the food security scheme when they shift 
from one place to another. It also aims to remove the 
chance of anyone holding more than one ration card to 
avail benefits from different states. 
Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries 
as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and reduce 
their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of 
corruption. 
 
{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƻŦ ΨƻƴŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘΩΥ 
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after 
taking into account the format used by different states. 

 For national portability, the state governments have been asked to issue the ration card in bi-lingual 
format, wherein besides the local language, the other language could be Hindi or English. 

 The states have also been told to have a 10-digit standard ration card number, wherein first two digits 
will be state code and the next two digits will be running ration card numbers. 

 Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended with ration card number to create unique 
member IDs for each member of the household in a ration card.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is PDS? 
2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits? 
3. How are fair price shops established? 

4. Key features of One Nation One Ration 
Card (RC) scheme. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration 
Card scheme.  

 

4. Places of Worship Act:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked the government to respond to a plea challenging the Places of Worship Act 
enacted in 1991 which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on August 15, 1947.  
 
What's the issue?  
A petition has been filed in the court teǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀǎ άŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅΣ ƛǊǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέΦ  

 The cut-off date (August 15, 1947) as per the law bars Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǘƻ άǊŜ-ŎƭŀƛƳέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ άƛƴǾŀŘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘŜŘέ ǳǇƻƴ 
ōȅ άŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘ ōŀǊōŀǊƛŎ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊǎέΦ  

The petitioner also said the Sections of the Act that dealt with the bar on legal claims were against the 
principles of secularism.  
 
What is the objective of the Act? 

 The aim of the Act was to freeze the status of any place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.  
 It was also to provide for the maintenance of the religious character of such a place of worship as on 

that day.  
 It was intended to pre-empt new claims by any group about the past status of any place of worship and 

attempts to reclaim the structures or the land on which they stood.  
 It was hoped that the legislation would help the preservation of communal harmony in the long run.  

 
Key features:  
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The Act declares that the religious character of a place of worship shall continue to be the same as it was on 
August 15, 1947.  
It says no person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a different 
denomination or section.  
It declares that all suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding converting the character of a place of 
worship, which are pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947, will abate as soon as the law 
comes into force. No further legal proceedings can be instituted.  
 
Exceptions:  
These provisions will not apply to:  

1. Ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are covered by the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

2. A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been settled by the parties 
or conversion of any place that took place by acquiescence before the Act commenced.  

3. The Act also does not apply to the place of worship commonly referred to as Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any other law in force.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJV8CC170.1&imageview=0.

 

5. MMDR Amendment Bill, 2021:  
Context:  
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2021 introduced in Lok Sabha.  

 The Bill amends the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  
Removal of restriction on end-use of minerals: The Bill provides that no mine will be reserved for particular 
end-use.  
Sale of minerals by captive mines: The Bill provides that captive mines (other than atomic minerals) may sell 
up to 50% of their annual mineral production in the open market after meeting their own needs.   The central 
government may increase this threshold through a notification.  
Auction by the central government in certain cases: The Bill empowers the central government to specify a 
time period for completion of the auction process in consultation with the state government.  If the state 
government is unable to complete the auction process within this period, the auctions may be conducted by 
the central government.  
Transfer of statutory clearances: The Bill provides that transferred statutory clearances will be valid 
throughout the lease period of the new lessee.  
Allocation of mines with expired leases: The Bill says that mines (other than coal, lignite, and atomic minerals), 
whose lease has expired, may be allocated to a government company in certain cases. The state government 
may grant a lease for such a mine to a government company for a period of up to 10 years or until the selection 
of a new lessee, whichever is earlier.  
 
Significance:  

 This will speed up the process of implementation of projects, ease of doing business, simplification of 
procedure and benefit all the parties in areas where minerals are located. 

 It will create an efficient energy market and bring in more competition as well as reduce coal imports. 
India imported 235 million tonnes (mt) of coal last year, of which 135 mt valued at Rs 171,000 crore 
could have been met from domestic reserves. 

 Lǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ /ƻŀƭ LƴŘƛŀ [ǘŘΩǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
 It would also help India gain access to high-end technology for underground mining used by miners 

across the globe.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link: 

1. What are major and minor minerals? 
2. How they are regulated? 
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3. Who grants permissions? 
 
  
Mains Link : Write a note on Mines and Mineral 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021.  

 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/mmdr
-amendment-bill-2021-explained-7233672/.  

 

6. {/ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ άǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǎŜΥ  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to respond to a plea related to the cancellation of over three-crore 
ration cards for not linking them to Aadhaar.  

 Also, the SC has sought a report on the implementation of the grievances redressal mechanism. It is 
contained in Sections 14, 15 and 16 of the National Food Security Act, 2013.  

 
What's the issue?  
A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court which said that such 
cancellations had led to starvation deaths across the country.  

 Right to food, which the ration card symbolised, cannot be curbed 
or cancelled because of lack of Aadhaar, says the petitioner.  

 
Concerns:  

 The Court said the issue is concerning because the government has 
cancelled cards of even tribal people and the poor, solely because 
they could not be biometrically linked with Aadhaar.  

 The Union of India casually gives an explanation that these 
cancelled cards were bogus. The real reason is that the 
technological system based on iris identification, thumb prints, non-
possession of Aadhaar, non-functioning of the Internet in rural and remote areas, etc., led to largescale 
cancellation of ration cards, without notice to the family concerned.  

 
What are Ration Cards?  
Ration card is an official document issued by state governments in India to households. The Household should 
be eligible to purchase subsidized food grain under the National Food Security Act (NFSA). They also serve as a 
common form of identification for many Indians.  

 Under the NFSA, all state governments have to identify eligible households under the Public 
Distribution System and provide them with ration cards.  

 
India's ranking in global indices:  

 The Hunger Watch Report of the Right to Food Campaign in 2020 characterised the hunger situation in 
LƴŘƛŀ ŀǎ άƎǊŀǾŜέΦ  

 Indiŀ Ǌŀƴƪǎ фп ƻǳǘ ƻŦ млт ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ IǳƴƎŜǊ LƴŘŜȄ нлнл ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜǊƛƻǳǎ IǳƴƎŜǊ 
/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΩΦ  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are ration cards?  
2. Features.  
3. Beneficiaries identification.  
4. Benefits.  

 
  

Mains Link : Discuss the concerns associated with 
the cancellation of over three-crore ration cards for 
not linking them to Aadhaar.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMM8CS0F2.1&imageview=0.  

7. Insurance Amendment Bill, 2021:  
Context:  
The bill was recently passed by Rajya Sabha.  
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Key features of the Bill:  
 The Bill amends the Insurance Act, 1938 to increase the maximum foreign investment allowed in an 

Indian insurance company.  
 The Bill increases the limit on foreign investment in an Indian insurance company from 49% to 74%, 

and removes restrictions on ownership and control.  
 While control will go to foreign companies, the majority of directors and key management persons will 

be resident Indians who will be covered by law of the land.  
 
Significance:  
Insurance companies are facing liquidity pressure and the higher limit would help meet the growing capital 
requirement.  
 
Background:  
Foreign investment in the insurance sector was first permitted in the year 2000 up to 26%.  

 Subsequently, vide an Amendment Act of 2015, this limit was raised to 49% of the paid-up equity 
capital of such company, which is Indian owned and controlled.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. FDI in insurance sector.  
2. Recent amendments.  
3. About IRDAI.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues associated with allowing 100% 
FDI in the insurance sector.  

 

8. Places of Worship Act:  
Context:  
A co-mutawalli of 350-year-old ''TeelyWali masjid'' of Lucknow, Wasif Hasan, has approached the Supreme 
Court seeking intervention in the pending PIL challenging provisions of the Places of Worship Act. 

 The applicant has opposed the plea claiming that the petition is a mischievous one which aims at 
isolating the Muslim Community as a separate category from other religious communities in India. 

 
What's the issue?  
A petition filed in the court challenged a special law τ Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act of 1991 τ 
which freezes the status of places of worship as it was on August 15, 1947.  
¢ƘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀǎ άŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅΣ ƛǊǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέΦ  
  
 
What are the objectives of the Act? 

 To freeze the status of any place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.  
 To provide for the maintenance of the religious character of such a place of worship as on that day.  
 To pre-empt new claims by any group about the past status of any place of worship and attempts to 

reclaim the structures or the land on which they stood.  
 
Key features:  

 The Act declares that the religious character of a place of worship shall continue to be the same as it 
was on August 15, 1947.  

 It says no person shall convert any place of worship of any religious denomination into one of a 
different denomination or section.  

 It declares that all suits, appeals or any other proceedings regarding converting the character of a place 
of worship, which are pending before any court or authority on August 15, 1947, will abate as soon as 
the law comes into force. No further legal proceedings can be instituted.  

 
Exceptions:  
These provisions will not apply to:  
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1. Ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are covered by the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

2. A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of; and any dispute that has been settled by the parties 
or conversion of any place that took place by acquiescence before the Act commenced.  

3. The Act also does not apply to the place of worship commonly referred to as Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya. This law will have overriding effect over any other law in force.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the law.  
 
Mains Link:  

Write a note on issues surrounding this law.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GFG8DEP4F.1&imageview=0.  

 

9. Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA):  
Context:  
The government has been granted time till April 9 by Lok Sabha and July 9 by Rajya Sabha to frame rules under 
the citizenship law.  

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) was notified on December 12, 2019 and came into force 
from January 10, 2020.  

 
(Note: Rules are mandatory for the implementation of any new or amended law and normally framed within 
six months of its enactment.)  
 
Background:  
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 seeks to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

 The Citizenship Act,1955 provides various ways in which citizenship may be acquired.  
 It provides for citizenship by birth, descent, registration, naturalisation and by incorporation of the 

territory into India.  
 
About CAA:  

 The objective of the CAA is to grant Indian citizenship to persecuted minorities -- Hindu, Sikh, Jain, 
Buddhist, Parsi and Christian -- from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.  

 Those from these communities who had come to India till December 31, 2014, facing religious 
persecution in their respective countries, will not be treated as illegal immigrants but given Indian 
citizenship.  

 The Act provides that the central government may cancel the registration of OCIs on certain grounds.  
 
Exceptions:  

 The Act does not apply to tribal areas of Tripura, Mizoram, Assam and Meghalaya because of being 
included in the 6th Schedule of the Constitution.  

 Also areas that fall under the Inner Limit notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873, 
will also be outside the Act's purview.  

 
Issues surrounding the law:  

 It violates the basic tenets of the Constitution. Illegal immigrants are distinguished on the basis of 
religion. 

 It is perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities. 
 It makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate Article 14 of 

the Constitution which guarantees the right to equality. 
 It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region. 
 It allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that may cover a 

range of violations, including minor offences.  
 
InstaLinks:  Prelims Link:  
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1. About CAA.  
2. Features.  
3. Religions covered.  
4. Countries Covered.  
5. Exceptions.  

 

Mains Link: Discuss the issues surrounding the 
implementation of CAA.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GOU8DITM8.1&imageview=0.  

 

10. GST compensation:  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ олΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ŀǎ D{¢ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǎǎ 
collections during the year.  

 The pending compensation dues to States for 2020-нм ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ттΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜΦ  
 
Why should the Centre pay states for GST loss? 
The GST Compensation Act, 2017 guaranteed States that they would be compensated for any loss of revenue 
in the first five years of GST implementation, until 2022, using a cess levied on sin and luxury goods. 
However, the economic slowdown has pushed both GST and cess collections down over the last year, 
resulting in a 40% gap last year between the compensation paid and cess collected. 

 {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ D{¢ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƎŀǇ ƻŦ о ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎt due 
to COVID-19, which Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman termed an unforeseen άŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ 

 
What is compensation cess? 
The modalities of the compensation cess were specified by the GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017. 
This Act assumed that the GST revenue of each State would grow at 14% every year, from the amount collected 
in 2015-16, through all taxes subsumed by the GST. 

 A State that had collected tax less than this amount in any year would be compensated for the 
shortfall. The amount would be paid every two months based on provisional accounts, and adjusted 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǳŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ 

This scheme is valid for five years, i.e., till June 2022. 
 
Compensation cess fund: 
A compensation cess fund was created from which States would be paid for any shortfall. An additional cess 
would be imposed on certain items and this cess would be used to pay compensation. 

 The items are pan masala, cigarettes and tobacco products, aerated water, caffeinated beverages, coal 
and certain passenger motor vehicles. 

The GST Act states that ǘƘŜ ŎŜǎǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ άǎǳŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ώD{¢ϐ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘΦ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is GST? 
2. What are SGST and IGST? 
3. Related Constitutional provisions. 
4. Goods outside the purview of GST. 
5. What is a Cess? 

6. What is a surcharge? 
7. What is compensation cess fund?  

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GTU8DIET0.1&imageview=0.  

 

11. Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020:  
Context:  
A parliamentary panel has submitted its report on Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ό9-/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜύ wǳƭŜǎΣ нлнлΩΦ  
 
Key recommendations:  

 The government should offer a more clear-cut ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ΨǳƴŦŀƛǊΩ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  
 The government should spell out a practical legal remedy to tackle the issue.  
 Fix a cap on delivery charges levied by e-commerce firms.  
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 Provide for penal provisions for violation of rules related to misinformation.  
 The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution should issue broad guidelines for the 

fixation of delivery charges charged by the marketplace entities along with a cap on the highest limits 
of the delivery charges in peak hours of service. 

 The Ministry should also clearly define ΨŘǊƛǇ ǇǊƛŎƛƴƎΩτ wherein the final cost of the product goes up 
due to additional charges, and provide for protecting consumers against this by including penal 
provisions for violation.  

 
What's the issue?  
While e-commerce enterprises offer many benefits, the development of the segment has rendered consumers 
vulnerable to new forms of unfair trade practices, violation of privacy and issues of unattended grievances.  
Predatory pricing is one such issue and it may result in competition being wiped out and prove detrimental to 
consumers in the long run.  

 Predatory pricing is a short-term strategy, adopted by some of the market giants with deep pockets to 
sustain short-term losses and reduce the prices of their products below the average variable costs.  

 This may lead to wiping out competition from the market and could be detrimental to the consumers in 
the long run.  

 
What the recent rules 
specify?  

 The Consumer 
Protection (E-
Commerce) Rules, 
2020, notified on 
July 23, regulate all 
commercial 
transactions sold 
over a digital or 
electronic network. 

 The e-com rules 
currently recognise 
two e-commerce 
business models, 
namely, 
marketplace model 
and inventory-
based model. 

 The rules have 
separate specified 
provisions for marketplace- and inventory-based entities. 

 The e-com rules require that all information on the return, refund, exchange, warranty and guarantee, 
delivery and shipment of the goods or services being sold, including their country of origin, be provided 
on the platform. 

 Such details enable consumers to make an informed decision. 
 
Please note:  

 The Consumer Protection (E-commerce) Rules, 2020 are notified under the new Consumer Protection 
Act, 2019.  

 The Consumer Protection (E-commerce) Rules, 2020 are mandatory and are not advisories.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.  
2. Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 
нлнлΩ- Rules.  

3. What is predatory pricing?  
 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GL98DM2IL.1&imageview=0.  
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Mains Link:  
The new Consumer Protection Act (CPA) has come into operation replacing the earlier law, which was over 
three decades old.  What are the fundamental differences between the two Acts and will the new law serve the 
expectations of the consumer better than its predecessor? Explain. 

 

12. No digital tax if goods sold via India arm:  
Context:  
Through the amendment to Finance Bill 2021, the government has clarified that offshore e-commerce 
ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ н ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǾȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ 
income tax here.  

 However, foreign firms who are not paying any tax will have to pay.  
 
Who has to pay the digital tax?  
The digital tax introduced in April 2020, applies only to non-resident companies with annual revenues in excess 
of Rs 2 crore, and covers online sales of goods and services to Indians.  
 
¢ƘŜ ά9ǉǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ [ŜǾȅέ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΥ  
It is a tax aimed at foreign digital companies. It has been in place since 2016.  

 The new amendment, effective from April 1, 2020, expands the equalization levy from online 
advertising to nearly all online commerce activities done in India by businesses that do not have 
taxable presence in India through applicability of 2% on its revenues. 

 Specifically, it is levied on consideration receivable by the e-commerce operator for supply or services 
or facilitation of supply or service to ς Person resident in India, Non-resident under specified 
circumstances such as through sale of data collected from a person resident in India, and Person who 
buys goods or services through an IP address located in India.  

 
Please Note:  
GAFA taxτ named after Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazonτis a proposed digital tax to be levied on large 
technology and internet companies. France has decided to introduce the tax (3% tax on revenues from digital 
activities).  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About the equalization levy.  
2. Applicability.  
3. Exceptions.  
4. About GAFA tax.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the issues associated with the 
implementation of equalization levy.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GL98DM2IH.1&imageview=0.  

 

13. Development of Iconic Tourist Destinations Scheme:  
Context:  
Tourism Ministry, in association with Madhya Pradesh Tourism and India Convention Promotion Bureau are 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ΨaL/9 όaL/9 ς Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and 
Exhibitions) Roadshow ς aŜŜǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ŀǘ Khajuraho, Madhya 
Pradesh.  
 
About the Scheme:  

 It is a central sector scheme for the development of 
identified iconic destinations in the country following a 
holistic approach.  

 The objective of the scheme is to boost the tourism influx in 
India and serve as a model for other tourism sites.  
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 The nodal agency for the scheme is the Tourism Ministry while other ministries such as civil aviation, 
railways, etc. are also involved.  
 

About Khajuraho temples:  
 Khajuraho Temples are among the most beautiful medieval monuments in the country. These temples 

were built by the Chandella ruler between AD 900 and 1130. 
 They are world-wide known for their erotic sculptures. The first recorded mention of the Khajuraho 

temples is in the accounts of Abu Rihan al Biruni in AD 1022 and the Arab traveler Ibn Battuta in AD 
1335. 

 The Khajuraho group of temples were built together but were dedicated to two religions, Hinduism and 
Jainism, suggesting a tradition of acceptance and respect for diverse religious views among Hindus and 
Jains in the region. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Khajuraho dance festival, temples.  
2. Chandella rulers.  

3. Al Biruni.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the scheme.  

 

14. Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) scheme:  
Context:  
The Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) scheme has been launched in 10 States this year and 
will be rolled out across the country by March 2022.  

 This plan has been laid out in a parliamentary standing committee report submitted to the Lok Sabha, 
as part of the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP) which began in 2008 
and has been expanded several times.  

 
About the Scheme:  

 Under the scheme, a 14-digit identification number will be issued to 
every plot of land in the country.  

 Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ !ŀŘƘŀŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŀƴŘέ τ a number that would 
uniquely identify every surveyed parcel of land and prevent land fraud, 
especially in rural India, where land records are outdated and disputed.  

 The identification will be based on the longitude and latitude of the land 
parcel, and is dependent on detailed surveys and geo-referenced 
cadastral maps.  

 
Benefits:  
The benefits of ULPIN are multitudinous. The single source of information can 
authenticate the ownership and in turn it can end the dubious ownership. It will help identify the government 
lands easily and protect land from shabby land transaction.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About ULPIN.  
2. Key features.  
3. About DILRMP.  

 

Mains Link : Write a note on the Digital India Land 
Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP).  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSU8E3NQU.1&imageview=0.  

 

15. NRC rejection slips to be issued soon:  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŀƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƭƛǇǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
excluded from the final National Register of Citizens (NRC) which was published in 2019.  
 
Background:  
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More than 19 lakh of the 3.29 crore applicants in Assam were left out of the final register that took five years to 
ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ мΣннл ŎǊƻǊŜΦ  
 
About NRC:  

 At its core, the NRC is an official record of 
those who are legal Indian citizens. It 
includes demographic information about all 
those individuals who qualify as citizens of 
India as per the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

 The register was first prepared after the 
1951 Census of India and since then it has 
not been updated until recently.  

 So far, such a database has only been 
maintained for the state of Assam.  

 
Why was NRC updated for Assam?  
In 2014, the SC ordered the updation of the NRC, in 
accordance with Citizenship Act, 1955 and Citizenship Rules, 2003 in all parts of Assam. The process officially 
started in 2015.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Relation between Census and National 
Population Register. 

2. NPR vs NRC. 
3. How NRC is related to Assam accord. 
4. Constitutional provisions wrt to grant and 

revocation of citizenships. 
5. Who carries out Census? 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss why a nationwide NRC exercise may not be 
feasible.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSU8E3NR0.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. tŀƴŜƭ ŦƭŀƎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƎǊŜ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΥ  
Context:  
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development submitted its report to the Lok Sabha recently.  
 
Highlights of the report:  

 The report suggests ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŀƎǊŜέ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ provided for poor senior citizens, 
widows and disabled people.  

 Assistance under the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) has been very low ranging from 
нлл ǘƻ рлл ǇŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜΦ  

 It also highlighted disparities in the payment of wages and unemployment allowances under the 
flagship MGNREGA scheme. 

 
About National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP): 
The NSAP is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of Rural Development. It came into effect from 
15th August,1995. 
It represents a significant step towards the fulfillment of the DPSP in Article 41 of the Constitution (It directs 
the State to provide public assistance to its citizens in case of unemployment, old age, sickness and 
disablement and in other cases of undeserved want within the limit of its economic capacity and development).  
It aims to provide financial assistance to the elderly, widows and persons with disabilities in the form of 
social pensions. 
Coverage: It currently covers more than three crore people who are below the poverty line (BPL), including 
about 80 lakh widows, 10 lakh disabled and 2.2 crore elderly. 
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Presently NSAP comprises of five schemes, namely: 

1. Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS). 
2. Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS). 
3. Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS). 
4. National Family Benefit Scheme NFBS). 
5. Annapurna. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About Annapurna Scheme.  
2. About NSAP.  
3. NSAP- eligibility.  
4. Articles 41 and 42 of the Constitution.  

 

Mains Link:  
Write a note on NSAP.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GA28C12BM.1&imageview=0. 

2. State welfare boards for building and other construction workers (BOCW):  
Context:  
The Centre has ordered State welfare boards for building and other construction workers (BOCW) not to 
distribute household and other articles to workers and instead stick to transferring monetary assistance into 
their bank accounts.  

 The BOCW boards are meant to carry out welfare activities for workers from the cess on construction 
collected by States.  

 
Background:  
The building and other construction workers (BOCW) are the most vulnerable segment of the unorganized 
sector workers in India. They work under aggravating conditions with uncertain future. A large chunk of them 
are migrant labourers working in different states far away from their native places. They play a significant role 
in nation-building yet find themselves on the margins of the society.  
 
About the Building and Other Construction Workers Act, 1996:  

 Enacted to regulate the employment and conditions of service of these workers and to provide for 
their safety, health and welfare measures.  

 Under the Act, the State Governments through their State Welfare Boards are mandated to frame and 
implement welfare schemes for construction workers.  

 The fund, under the legislation, comprises the Cess @1% of construction costs which is levied and 
collected by the State Governments and remitted to the Welfare Fund.  

 
What is a cess?  

 A cess is levied on the tax payable and not on the taxable income. In a sense, for the taxpayer, it is 
equivalent to a surcharge on tax. 

 A cess can be levied on both direct and indirect taxes. The revenue obtained from income tax, 
corporation tax, and indirect taxes can be allocated for various purposes. 

 The proceeds of all taxes and cesses are credited in the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI), an account of 
the Government of India. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between Cess and Tax. 
2. Who can levy and collect cess? 
3. About BOCW Act.  

 
  

Mains Link : What is Cess? How is it different from 
a surcharge? Discuss.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7M8DPNN3.1&imageview=0.  
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Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources.  

1. QS World University Rankings by Subject 2021: 
Context: 
12 Indian Institutions have secured positions in top 100 in the QS Subject Rankings for the year 2021. 

 These are IT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, IISC Bangalore, IIT Guwahati,, IIM Bangalore, 
IIM Ahmedabad, JNU, Anna University, University of Delhi, and O.P Jindal University . 

 
Amongst these: 

1. IIT Madras has been ranked 30th in the world for 
Petroleum Engineering,  

2. IIT Bombay has been ranked 41st and IIT 
Kharagpur has been ranked 44th in the world for 
Minerals and Mining Engineering,  

3. University of Delhi has been ranked 50th in the 
world for Development Studies. 

 
About QS World University Rankings by Subject: 

 Compiled annually to help prospective students 
identify the leading universities in a particular 
subject.  

 Research citations, along with the results of major global surveys of employers and academics are used 
to rank universities. 

 
The QS World University Rankings by Subject 2021 cover a total of 51 disciplines, grouped into five broad 
subject areas. 

1. Arts & Humanities. 
2. Engineering and Technology. 
3. Life Sciences & Medicine. 
4. Natural Sciences. 
5. Social Sciences & Management. 

 
What is QS World University rankings? 
It is an annual publication of University rankings by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) - A british company specialising 
in the analysis of higher education institutions around the world. 
Previously, it was called Times Higher Education ς QS world University rankings. The name changed since 
2010. 

 It is the only international ranking to have received the approval of International Ranking Expert 
Group (IREG). 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Indicators used to rank institutions. 
2. Performance of Indian Institutions. 
3. When was institutions of eminence scheme 

launched? 

4. Top 10 institutions worldwide. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GGD8BERNA.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. El Salvador becomes first central American country to be declared malaria-
free: 

Context: 
El Salvador has become the first country in central America and the third in all Americas to get the malaria-
free certificate from the World Health Organization (WHO) in recent years. 
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 Malaria elimination certificate is awarded to a country when the chain of indigenous transmission of 
the disease has been disrupted nationwide for at least three consecutive years. 

 The only other countries in the WHO Regions of Americas to have eliminated malaria in recent years 
are Paraguay (2018) and Argentina (2019).  

 
High Burden to High Impact (HBHI) initiative: 

 Initiated by WHO in 11 high malaria burden countries, including India. 
 In India, Implementation has been started in four states i.e. West Bengal and Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh 

and Madhya Pradesh.  
 
About Malaria: 
Caused by a parasite that commonly infects a certain type of mosquito which feeds on humans. 
Spread: Female Anopheles mosquitoes deposit parasite sporozoites into the skin of a human host. 
 
Four kinds of malaria parasites infect humans: 
Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax, P. ovale, and P. malariae. In addition, P. knowlesi, a type of malaria that 
naturally infects macaques in Southeast Asia, also infects humans, causing malaria that is transmitted from 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ όάȊƻƻƴƻǘƛŎέ ƳŀƭŀǊƛŀύΦ 
 
Durgama Anchalare Malaria Nirakaran (DAMaN) initiative: 

 Among states, hŘƛǎƘŀΩǎ 5ǳǊƎŀƳŀ !ƴŎƘŀƭŀǊŜ aŀƭŀǊƛŀ bƛǊŀƪŀǊŀƴ ό5!aŀbύƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ is significant. 
 The initiative aims to deliver services to the most inaccessible and hardest hit people of the State. The 

initiative has in-built innovative strategies to combat asymptomatic malaria. 
 The programme is jointly implemented by Indian Council of Medical Research-National Institute of 

Malaria Research (ICMR-NIMR), National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP), Odisha 
and Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV). 

 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference and examples of various 
diseases caused by Virus and Bacteria. 

2. Malaria- causes and treatment. 
3. About DAMaN initiative.  
4. HBHI initiative.  
5. Malaria elimination certificate.  

 

3. Rare diseases:  
Context:  
The Delhi High Court has set up a special 
committee to find a time-bound solution on 
ways to provide treatment and therapy 
options to patients suffering from rare 
diseases.  

 The committee has been asked to 
ƎƛǾŜ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 
for crowdfunding of the costs of 
treatment for children with rare 
ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎέΦ 

 
What's the issue?  
¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
hearing a bunch of petitions filed by patients 
suffering from rare diseases such as 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) and 
IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜǎ seeking direction to the 
government to provide them uninterrupted 
free treatment in view of the exorbitant cost 
of treatment. 
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 DMD is a condition that causes progressive muscle degeneration and weakness in the victim. 
 IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜǎ is a rare disease that is passed on in families. It mostly affects boys and their 

bodies cannot break down a kind of sugar that builds bones, skin, tendons, and other tissues. 
 
The Delhi High Court has asked the Centre to finalise and notify the National Health Policy for Rare Diseases by 
March 31.  
 
What is a rare disease? 
A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease, is any disease that affects a small percentage of the 
population. 

 aƻǎǘ ǊŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ Řƻ 
not immediately appear. 

 
The most common rare diseases recorded in India are:  
Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sickle-cell anaemia and primary immuno deficiency in children, auto-immune 
ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΣ [ȅǎƻǎƻƳŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tƻƳǇŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ IƛǊǎŎƘǎǇǊǳƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ DŀǳŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ Cystic 
Fibrosis, Hemangiomas and certain forms of muscular dystrophies.  
 
Concerns and challenges: 

1. They pose a significant challenge to health care systems because of the difficulty in collecting 
epidemiological data, which in turn impedes the process of arriving at a disease burden, calculating 
cost estimations and making correct and timely diagnoses, among other problems. 

2. Many cases of rare diseases may be serious, chronic and life-threatening. In some cases, the affected 
individuals, mostly children, may also suffer from some form of a handicap. 

3. As per the 2017 report, over 50 per cent of new cases are reported in children and these diseases are 
responsible for 35 per cent of deaths in those below the age of one, 10 per cent of deaths between the 
ages of one and five, and 12 per cent between five and 15.  

 
Efforts by India towards this: 
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has published ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ прл ΨǊŀǊŜ 
ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΩΦ 

 The policy intends to kickstart a registry of rare diseases, which will be maintained by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

 Under the policy, there are three categories of rare diseases τ requiring one-time curative treatment, 
diseases that require long-term treatment but where the cost is low, and those needing long-term 
treatments with high cost. Some of the diseases in the first category include osteopetrosis and immune 
deficiency disorders, among others. 

Financial assistance: As per the policy, the assistance of Rs 15 lakh will be provided to patients suffering from 
rare diseases that require a one-time curative treatment under the Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi scheme. The 
treatment will be limited to the beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  
 
Justification for state's intervention:  

1. State has responsibility for providing affordable, accessible and reliable health-care services to every 
citizen. 

2. Constitution also mentions importance of health-care services under articles like 21, 38 and 47 and 
thus state cannot evade this responsibility under the pretext of non-justifiability of articles.  

3. Even if pharmaceutical companies are incentivized to develop drugs to treat rare diseases, 
pharmaceutical companies remain beholden to the laws of economics and, given the low demand for 
orphan drugs, price these drugs as high as they choose to. Hence there has to be regulation of the 
government in restricting the exorbitant prices of the drugs.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims link: 

1. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ǊŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦ 

2. Which diseases can be classified as rare 
diseases? 
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Mains Link : What are rare diseases? How do they 
spread? And how can the spread be prevented? 
 

Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GU38BP2LE.1&imageview=0.

 

4. Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi:  
Context:  
Union Cabinet has approved the creation of Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN).  
 
About the fund:  

 It will be a single non-lapsable reserve fund for share of Health from the proceeds of Health and 
Education Cess.  

 The accruals into the PMSSN will be utilised for the flagship schemes of the Health Ministry including 
Ayushmann BharatςPradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and National Health Mission and 
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) and also disaster preparedness, and responses 
during health emergencies.  

 In any financial year, the expenditure on such schemes of the Health Ministry would be initially 
incurred from the PMSSN and thereafter, from Gross Budgetary Support (GBS).  

 
Significance:  
The major benefit will be enhanced access to universal and affordable health care through availability of 
earmarked resources, while ensuring that the amount does not lapse at the end of financial year.  
 

5. Maths, physics, chemistry not compulsory for engineering admissions: 
AICTE:  

Context:  
The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) τ the technical education regulator τ has made Physics, 
Chemistry and Mathematics (PCM) optional for students who wish to pursue technical courses like 
biotechnology, textile or agriculture engineering at the undergraduate level. However, PCM remains 
mandatory for most engineering subjects like computer science.  

 The revised regulation is in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) vision that encourages 
flexibility in the choice of subjects.  

 
As per the latest guidelines:  
Students only need to score 45% in any three subjects from a list of 14 in order to qualify.  
The universities will offer suitable bridge courses such as mathematics, physics, engineering drawing, etc for 
the students coming from diverse backgrounds to achieve the desired learning outcome of the programme.  
 
About the New Education Policy: 
The aim of the Policy 2020 is to create an education system which is deeply rooted in Indian ethos and can 
rebuild India as a global knowledge superpower, by providing high-quality education to all. 
 
Highlights of the policy:  

 Public spending on education by states, Centre to be raised to 6% of the GDP. 
 Ministry of Human Resource Development renamed as Minister of Education.  

 
Digital Education- related:  

 An autonomous body, the national educational technology forum, will be created for the exchange of 
ideas on use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning and administration. 

 Separate technology unit to develop digital education resources. The new unit will coordinate digital 
infrastructure, content and capacity building.  

 
Teacher Education- related:  

 By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a four year integrated B.Ed. 
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 Teachers will also be given training in online educational methods relevant to the Indian situation in 
order to help bridge the digital divide.  

 
School Education- related:  

 Universalise the pre-primary education (age range of 3-6 years) by 2025. 
 Universalization of Education from pre-school to secondary level with 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio 

(GER) in school education by 2030. 
 A new school curriculum with coding and vocational studies from class 6 will be introduced. 
 A ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƭƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ рΦ 

 
New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure:  
The NEP proposes changing the existing 10+2 
Curricular and Pedagogical Structure with 
5+3+3+4 design covering the children in the 
age group 3-18 years. Under this τ  

1. Five years of the Foundational Stage: 3 
years of pre-primary school and 
Grades 1, 2; 

2. Three years of the Preparatory (or 
Latter Primary) Stage: Grades 3, 4, 5; 

3. Three years of the Middle (or Upper 
Primary) Stage: Grades 6, 7, 8; 

4. Four years of the High (or Secondary) 
Stage: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Overview of new Pedagogical Structure 
with 5+3+3+4 design. 

2. What are Special Educational Zones as per 
the new policy? 

3. Who will set up the Gender Education Fund 
as per the policy? 

4. Role of the proposed Academic Bank of 
Credit. 

5. Gross Enrolment Ratio target in higher 
education? 

6. About the proposed national educational 
technology forum.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of recently announced New 
Education Policy 2020.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GJV8CC16O.1&imageview=0.

 

6. Ψ5ƻǳōƭŜ ƳǳǘŀƴǘΩ ǾƛǊǳǎ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ŦƻǳƴŘΥ  
Context:  
Genome sequencing of a section of virus samples by a consortium of 10 laboratories across the country, called 
the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG), has revealed a ǳƴƛǉǳŜ άŘƻǳōƭŜ Ƴǳǘŀƴǘέ 
coronavirus variant τ with a combination of mutations not seen anywhere else in the world.  

 The new variant has been found in at least 200 virus samples from Maharashtra, as well as a handful 
from Delhi, Punjab and Gujarat.  

 
What's the concern?  
Mutations in the virus per se are not surprising but specific mutations that help the virus evolve to thwart 
vaccines or the immune system or are linked to a spike in cases or in disease severity are causes of concern.  
 
Why do viruses mutate? 
A mutation just means a difference; a letter change in the genome. 

 Mutations in viruses are a natural part of evolution. 
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 The pressure on the virus to evolve is increased by the fact that so many millions of people have now 
been infected. 

 
In the case of SARS-CoV-2, which is an Ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, a mutation means a change in the 
sequence in which its molecules are arranged. 

 A mutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making copies of 
itself. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Covid 19? 
2. What is mutation? 
3. What is mRNA? 
4. What is RT- PCR test? 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the concerns associated with mutations of 
Covid- 19 virus.  
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GFR8DMGK3.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professionals Bill, 2021:  
Context:  
National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill passed by Parliament to regulate practice of 
allied and healthcare professionals.  
 
Key features of the Bill:  

 The Bill seeks to set up a National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions to regulate and 
standardize the education and practice of allied and healthcare professionals.  

 The functions of the proposed National Commission include framing of standards for education and 
practice, creating and maintaining an online Central Register of all registered professionals, providing 
basic standards of education, and providing for a uniform entrance and exit examination.  

 Under the legislation, only those enrolled in a State Register or the National Register as a qualified 
allied and healthcare practitioner would be allowed to practice as an allied and healthcare 
practitioner.  

 
Definitions:  

1. The Bill ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀƴ ΨŀƭƭƛŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩ as an associate, technician, or technologist trained to 
support the diagnosis and treatment of any illness, disease, injury, or impairment.  Such a professional 
should have obtained a diploma or degree under this Bill.  

2. ! ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩ includes a scientist, therapist, or any other professional who studies, 
advises, researches, supervises, or provides preventive, curative, rehabilitative, therapeutic, or 
promotional health services.  Such a professional should have obtained a degree under this Bill.  

3. Allied and healthcare professions that are mentioned in the Bill include professionals working in life 
sciences,  trauma and burn care, surgical and anaesthesia related technology, physiotherapists, and 
nutrition science. 

 
Significance:  

 The legislation will increase employment opportunities for the allied and healthcare professionals and 
provide dignity to their valuable works.  

 Also, there is an immense demand for the qualified healthcare professionals and the legislation will 
provide necessary impetus in providing affordable healthcare to the people.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of the Bill.  
2. About the National Commission.  
3. Functions.  
4. Definitions.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the Bill.  
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUJ8DMB0R.1&imageview=0.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFR8DMGK3.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GFR8DMGK3.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUJ8DMB0R.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUJ8DMB0R.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       63  InsightsIAS 

8. CBSE rolls out assessment framework:  
Context:  
The Central Board of Secondary Education has rolled out a new assessment framework for Classes 6-10 in 
English, Maths and Science in collaboration with the British Council.  

 It is aligned with the National Education PolicyΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
 
Key facts:  

 ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ άŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻǘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
based on their competencies needed to solve day-to-Řŀȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦέ  

 Under the system, Teachers will be trained to create question papers and other assessment methods 
that test the actual competency of students in these subjects, rather than their ability to memorise 
chunks of text.  

 In the first phase, the framework will be implemented in select Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya 
Vidyalayas, CBSE schools in Chandigarh, and a few private schools.  

 By 2024, it will be rolled out to 25,000 CBSE schools across the country, with 1.32 lakh teachers and 
two crore students.  

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUJ8DMB1F.1&imageview=0.  
 

9. RT-PCR:  
Context:  
As per the latest order of the Karnataka 
Government, passengers arriving from any State to 
Bengaluru must possess a RT-PCR negative report.  
 
How RT-PCR is used for detecting Covid-19?  

 The causative agent for Covid19 is the SARS-
CoV-2 virus. It is an RNA virus, that means it 
infiltrates a healthy cell to multiply and 
survive.  

 Thus, the RT-PCR test is for the identification 
of SARS-CoV-2 RNA. In this, the RNA is 
converted to DNA through a process called 
ΨǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎΦ 

 
How it is carried out? 

 The SARS-CoV-2 RNA is generally detectable in respiratory specimens during the acute phase of 
infection. 

 For that upper and lower respiratory specimens (such as nasal, nasopharyngeal) are collected. 
 This sample is treated with several chemical solutions that remove substances, such as proteins and 

fats, and extracts only the RNA present in the sample. 
 Real-time RT-PCR setup usually goes through 35 cycles, which means that by the end of the process, 

around 35 billion new copies of the sections of viral DNA are created from each strand of the virus 
present in the sample. 

 As new copies of the viral DNA sections are built, the marker labels attach to the DNA strands and then 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀ ŦƭǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŘȅŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ and presented in real-time on 
the screen. The computer tracks the amount of fluorescence in the sample after each cycle. When the 
amount goes over a certain level of fluorescence, this confirms that the virus is present. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Difference between RNA and DNA. 
2. Differences between RT PCR and antibody 

tests. 

3. What is a RNA virus? How it survives? 
4. What are antibodies? 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of RT- PCR test.  
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Link:  

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GDG8DQ0RM.1&imageview=0.  

 

10. Happiness Curriculum:  
Context:  
Uttar Pradesh government is likely to introduce ŀ ΨƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΩ as a pilot project from this academic session.  

 To be called ΨǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΩΣ it would be 
introduced in Mathura schools this session onwards.  

 
Objectives:  
The purpose to launch the curriculum in UP is to support 
students in their journey to sustainable happiness through 
engagement in meaningful and reflective stories and 
activities.  
 
What is Happiness Curriculum?  
The happiness curriculum was first introduced by the Delhi government in 2018.  

 The curriculum calls for schools to promote development in cognition, language, literacy, numeracy 
and the arts along with addressing the wellbeing and happiness of students.  

 
How is the curriculum implemented?  
The curriculum is designed for students of classes nursery through the eighth standard. 

 Group 1 consists of students in nursery and KG, who have bi-weekly classes (45 minutes each for one 
session, which is supervised by a teacher) involving mindfulness activities and exercise. Children 
between classes 1-2 attend classes on weekdays, which involves mindfulness activities and exercises 
along with taking up reflective questions.  

 The second group comprises students from classes 3-5 and the third group is comprised of students 
from classes 6-8 who apart from the aforementioned activities, take part in self-expression and reflect 
on their behavioural changes. 

 
The learning outcomes of this curriculum are spread across four categories:  

1. Becoming mindful and attentive (developing increased levels of self-awareness, developing active 
listening, remaining in the present). 

2. ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ 
and behaviours, thinking beyond stereotypes and assumptions). 

3. developing social-emotional skills (demonstrating empathy, coping with anxiety and stress. 
4. developing better communication skills) and developing a confident and pleasant personality 

(developing a balanced outlook on daily life reflecting self-confidence, becoming responsible and 
reflecting awareness towards cleanliness, health and hygiene). 

 
How assessment is carried out?  
For the evaluation, no examinations are conducted, neither will marks be awarded. The assessment under this 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
journey is unique and different.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is it?  
2. Components.  
3. States implementing Happiness Curriculum.  

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Happiness Curriculum.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSU8E3NRM.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures.  

1. Rajasthan Information Commission penalises five officials for negligence:  
Context:  
The Rajasthan State Information Commission has adopted a tough stance against government officials showing 
negligence in providing information under the Right to Information (RTI) Act.  

 The Commission has imposed fines on five officials of different departments (Including secretary, 
Village Development Officer and village secretaries) and passed adverse remarks about their conduct.  

 
What's the issue?  
The officials have been fined for not providing information to applicants. Besides, the officials had not 
responded to the CommƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎΦ 
 
About the RTI Act, 2005: 
It sets out the rules and procedures regarding citizens' right to information. 
It replaced the former Freedom of Information Act, 2002. 

 This act was enacted in order to consolidate the fundamental right in the Indian constitution 'freedom 
of speech'. Since RTI is implicit in the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression under Article 19 of 
the Indian Constitution, it is an implied fundamental right. 

 
Key Provisions: 

 Section 4 of the RTI Act requires suo motu disclosure of information by each public authority. 
 Section 8 (1) mentions exemptions against furnishing information under RTI Act. 
 Section 8 (2) provides for disclosure of information exempted under Official Secrets Act, 1923 if larger 

public interest is served. 
 
Information Commissioners and PIOs: 

 The Act also provides for appointment of Information Commissioners at Central and State level. 
 Public authorities have designated some of its officers as Public Information Officer. They are 

responsible to give information to a person who seeks information under the RTI Act. 
 
Time period: 
In normal course, information to an applicant is to be supplied within 30 days from the receipt of application by 
the public authority. 

 If information sought concerns the life or liberty of a person, it shall be supplied within 48 hours. 
 In case the application is sent through the Assistant Public Information Officer or it is sent to a wrong 

public authority, five days shall be added to the period of thirty days or 48 hours, as the case may be. 
 
Applicability of RTI to: 
Private bodies: 
Private bodies are not within the Act's ambit directly. 

 In a decision of Sarbjit roy vs Delhi Electricity 
Regulatory Commission, the Central 
Information Commission also reaffirmed that 
privatised public utility companies fall within 
the purview of RTI. 

 
Political parties: 
The Central Information Commission (CIC) had held that 
the political parties are public authorities and are 
answerable to citizens under the RTI Act. 
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But in August 2013 the government introduced a Right To Information (Amendment) Bill which would remove 
political parties from the scope of the law. 

 Currently no parties are under the RTI Act and a case has been filed for bringing all political parties 
under it. 

 
Chief Justice of India: 
Supreme Court of India on 13 November 2019, upheld the decision of Delhi High Court bringing the office of 
Chief Justice of India under the purview of Right to Information (RTI) Act. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of Public Authority under the act. 
2. Exceptions under the act. 
3. About Chief Information Commissioner. 
4. State Information Commissioners. 
5. Public Information Officers. 
6. Latest amendments. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the RTI Act, 2005. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3C8CC6IS.1&imageview=0.  

 

2. Index Monitoring Cell:  
Context:  
Index Monitoring Cell (IMC) recently submitted its report to the centre.  
 
Key recommendations:  
Decriminalise defamation.  
Consent of the Press Council of India should be made a prerequisite before filing an FIR against the media or a 
publication.  
 
About the Index Monitoring Cell:  

 Set up by the Information and Broadcasting Ministry in 2020.  
 Its taǎƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ tǊŜǎǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ LƴŘŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾƻƭǾŜ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

yardstick to gauge media freedom.  
 The group will also put in place a mechanism for States to come up with their own rankings of press 

freedom.  
 
Composition of the IMC:  
It will include the director-general of the Press Information Bureau, officials from the Registrar of newspapers 
of India, Bureau of outreach and communication, and from the press facilitation unit, apart from the secretary 
of the Press Council of India and Niti Aayog.  
 
About Press Freedom Index:  
Paris-based Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), or Reporters Without Borders, a non-profit organisation that 
works to document attacks on journalists around the world, ranked India 142 out of 180 countries in its 
annual Press Freedom Index report published on April 22, 2020.  

 The parameters that are evaluated for these rankings, include pluralism, media independence, 
environment and self-censorship, legal framework, transparency among others.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When and why was the IMC setup?  
2. About the Press Freedom Index.  
3. Parameters.  
4. India's performance.  

 
 

Mains Link:  
Suggest ways to improve India's ranking in the 
annual Press Freedom Index.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GDC8CICNN.1&imageview=0.  
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3. SC to hear plea against sale of electoral bonds:  
Context:  
The Supreme Court has agreed to urgently hear a plea by NGO Association for Democratic Reforms to stay the 
sale of a new set of electoral bonds on April 1, before the Assembly elections in crucial States such as West 
Bengal and Tamil Nadu.  
 
What's the issue?  
The petitioner pointed out that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Election Commission had both said that 
the sale of electoral bonds had become an avenue for shell corporations and entities to park illicit money 
and even proceeds of bribes with political parties.  
 
What are electoral bonds?  

 Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for 
making donations to political parties. 

 The bonds are issued in multiples of Rs. 
1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and 
Rs. 1 crore without any maximum limit. 

 State Bank of India is authorised to issue 
and encash these bonds, which are valid for 
fifteen days from the date of issuance.  

 These bonds are redeemable in the 
designated account of a registered political 
party.  

 The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or 
established in India) for a period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October as 
may be specified by the Central Government.  

 A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals.  
 5ƻƴƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘΦ  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are electoral bonds?  
2. Eligibility.  
3. Denomination.  
4. Features.  
5. Who can issue these bonds?  

 

Mains Link:  
Critically examine the effectiveness of electoral 
bonds in ensuring transparent political funding and 
suggest alternatives?  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GF88D0L0J.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy.  

1. Ψ[ŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅΩ ƛƴǘƻ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΥ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΥ 
Context: 
wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό¦t{/ύ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ άŦǊƻƳ 
talented and motivated Indian nationals wƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ Wƻƛƴǘ 
Secretary and 27 of Director in central government Departments. 

 These individuals, who would make a άƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΣ would be 
contracted for three to five years. 

 ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǳƴǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘέΣ meaning were no quotas for SCs, STs and OBCs. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅΩ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΚ 

 Recommended by NITI Aayog, in its three-year Action Agenda. 
 The induction of personnel will take place at the middle and senior management levels in the central 

government. 
 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 

career bureaucrats from the All India Services/ Central Civil Services. 
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Need for and significance: 

1. Lateral entrants have specialised knowledge and expertise in the domain area. 
2. Meets the twin objectives of bringing in fresh talent as well as augment the availability of manpower. 
3. It provides stakeholders such as the private sector and non-profits an opportunity to participate in 

governance process.  
4. It will help in bringing change in organisation culture in Government sector culture.  

 
Why is lateral entry sometimes criticised? 

 There is no reservation in these appointments. 
 They are seen as back doors for a political party to bring its own people openly. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

 Overview of Articles 309 to 312. 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the pros and cons of lateral entry into civil 
services. 

2. Annual democracy report:  
Context:  
CƛŦǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ!ǳǘƻŎǊŀǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǾƛǊŀƭΩΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) Institute.  

 The report summarises the state of democracies of the world against the backdrop of developments 
that have taken place over the past decade.  

 
Highlights of the report:  
Regarding India:  

1. India's position has been downgraded from άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅέ ǘƻ ŀƴ άŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ 
ŀǳǘƻŎǊŀŎȅέΦ 

2. Reasons behind the downgrade: άƳǳȊȊƭƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
laws.  

3. In censorship, India is now as autocratic as is Pakistan, and worse than both its neighbors Bangladesh 
and Nepal.  

4. The use of ŘŜŦŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ άŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) have placed constraints on civil 
society and gone against the 
/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎƳΦ  

5. Universities and authorities have also 
punished students and activists in 
universities engaging in protests against 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ ό/!!ύΦέ  

6. However, the report notes that civil 
society is being increasingly muzzled while 
organisations aligneŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άIƛƴŘǳǘǾŀ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ  

 
Freedom at global level:  

1. Liberal democracies have diminished over the past decade from 41 countries to 32 countries.  
2. The global decline during the past 10 years is steep and continues in 2020, especially in the Asia-Pacific 

region, Central Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin America.  
3. The level of democracy enjoyed by the average global citizen in 2020 is down to levels last found 

around 1990.  
4. ά9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀǳǘƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǘȅǇŜΣ ŀnd along with closed autocracies, 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ут ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ су ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
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5. Several G20 nations such as Brazil, India, Turkey, and the United States of America are part of this drift.  
6. The number of democratising countries has dropped by almost half to 16, hosting a mere 4 per cent of 

the global population.  
 
Why should India be worried?  

1. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ¦{ ǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ IƻǳǎŜ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ άǇŀǊǘƭȅ 
ŦǊŜŜέ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ΨCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

2. In March last year, Reports Without Borders (RSF) placed India alongside China, Russia, Iran and Saudi 
!Ǌŀōƛŀ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ άǿƻǊǎǘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎέΦ 

3. ¢ƘŜ ¦{ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Religious Freedom Monitor ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴέΦ 

4. Again in April, India was ranked 142nd out of 180 countries in w{CΩǎ tǊŜǎǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ LƴŘŜȄΣ sliding two 
ranks down. 

5. The country also fell 26 places to rank 105th among 162 countries and territories on a global economic 
freedom index released by the Fraser Institute in Canada in September 2020.  

6. Finally in December 2020, India was ranked 111th out of 162 countries in the /ŀǘƻ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ IǳƳŀƴ 
Freedom Index 2020.  

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ 
democratic freedoms over the past few years.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various reports mentioned above and their 
publishers.  

2. India's performance.  

 
Mains Link:  
Comment on India's performance in recently 
released annual democracy report.  

 

3. The Bihar police Bill:  
Context:  
The Bihar Special Armed Police Bill, 2021 was passed recently amid protests by the Opposition.  

 The Bill is aimed at boosting security, and will have limited scope as it is applicable only to certain 
specified areas.  

 
Aim of the Bill:  
Lǘ άŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ .ƛƘŀǊ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ tƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-trained and fully equipped armed police force with 
multi-domain expertise to cater to the development needs and the larger interest of the state.  
 
Key Provisions:  

1. Renames the Bihar Military Police as the Bihar Special Armed Police, and gives the force more teeth, on 
the lines of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), so it can better secure the commercial and 
industrial assets of the state.  

2. ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳōŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎƳΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
better protection and security of specified establishments in such manner as may be notified and 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǎǳŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘΦέ  

3. Empowers Special Armed Police officers to carry out searches and arrests without warrant.  
4. Courts can take congnizance of certain offences by the officers only after government sanction.  

 
Need for:  
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
force of its own will save government expenses and create more jobs for locals.  
 
Issues and concerns associated:  

 The bill gives absolute powers to the police personnel in some cases.  
 Section 15 of the Act says a court cannot take cognisance if a special armed police officer is involved in 

a serious case barring some exceptions.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       70  InsightsIAS 

 The government says the Bill is applicable only to certain areas. But it has not specified which areas, 
nor has it said on what basis would these locations be notified.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the Bill.  
2. Police subject under 7th schedule.  

 
Mains Link:  

Discuss the issues associated with the Bill.  
 
Link:  
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/bihar-
police-bill-explained-protests-in-assembly-
7246113/.  

 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.  

1. International North South Transport Corridor: 
Context: 
India has made the following demands wrt INSTC at the 3-Řŀȅ άaŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ LƴŘƛŀέ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 
virtually: 

1. Include Chabahar port in the 13-nation International North South Transport Corridor. 
2. Expand INSTC membership by including Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. 

 
Need for and significance: 
Establishing an eastern corridor through Afghanistan 
would maximise its potential. 
 
About INSTC: 
It is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail, 
and road route for moving freight. 
Regions involved: India, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Central Asia and Europe. 
 
Dry runs of two routes were conducted in 2014: 

1. First was Mumbai to Baku via Bandar Abbas. 
2. Second was Mumbai to Astrakhan via Bandar 

Abbas, Tehran and Bandar Anzali. 
 
Significance of the corridor: 

1. /ƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ .Ŝƭǘ ŀƴŘ wƻŀŘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ό.wLύΣ Lb{¢/ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ 
and time taken for transfer of goods from India to Russia and Europe via Iran but also provide an 
alternative connectivity initiative to countries in the Eurasian region. 

2. This will also synchronize with the Ashgabat agreement, a Multimodal transport agreement signed by 
India, Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, for creating an international transport 
and transit corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About INSTC. 
2. Countries covered. 
3. Important cities. 
4. Key ports. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of INSTC. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GGD8BERN2.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. India reaffirms Lanka defence ties:  
Context: 
With the participation of the Indian Air Force Chief and 23 aircraft in the three-day event in Colombo to mark 
the 70th anniversary of the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF), India sought to reaffirm its strong defence cooperation 
with Sri Lanka. 
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 The last time Indian aircraft took part in such an event was in 2001, on the occŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {[!CΩǎ рлǘƘ 
year.  

 
India Lanka Defence ties- a historical background: 

 5ǳǊƛƴƎ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ-civil war, India has played a crucial role, politically and at times, 
using its military.  

 The controversial Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was present in Sri Lanka. 
 India also launched ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƻƳŀƭŀƛΩ of 1987 τ when the Indian Air Force dropped food supplies 

in Jaffna. 
 Lƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-war era, Indo-Lanka military partnership has focused mostly on training and capacity 

building. About 1,200 Sri Lankan military personnel are trained in India every year. 
 In 2020, Indian Navy and Coast Guard personnel helped the Sri Lankan Navy in a crucial fire-fighting 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ƻƛƭ ǘŀƴƪŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΣ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ  

 
Geopolitical Significance of Sri Lanka:  
{Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
several major powers. 

 Some examples that highlight Western 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƭƻcation are 
the British Defence and External Affairs 
Agreement of 1948, and the Maritime 
Agreement with USSR of 1962. 

Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for 
Port city project and for continuation of Chinese 
funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. 

 /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀǊƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ is aimed at 
encircling India to establish dominance in 
the Indian Ocean.  

{Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
industrial purposes and be used as a military base. 

 {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ Colombo Port is the 25th busiest 
container port in the world and the natural 
deep water harbor at Trincomalee is the fifth largest natural harbour in the world. 

 Port city of Trincomalee was the main base for Eastern Fleet and British Royal Navy during the Second 
World War. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link:  
Locations of:  

1. Port city of Trincomalee. 
2. Colombo port.  
3. Chabahar port. 

 

Mains Link: 
/ƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ /Ƙƛƴŀϥǎ {ǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀǊƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GGD8BIDG9.1&imageview=0. 

3. China plans to build downstream dams on Brahmaputra:  
Context:  
In its new Five-Year Plan (2021-2025), China has proposed to build first dams on the lower reaches of Yarlung 
Zangbo river, as the Brahmaputra is known in Tibet before it flows into India.  

 Other major projects include the construction of coastal nuclear power plants and power transmission 
channels.  

 
What are India's concerns? 

1. China's dam building overdrive is a concern because there are no bilateral or multilateral treaties on 
the water. 

2. China believes dam building on the Brahmaputra helps it assert claim over Arunachal Pradesh. 
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3. India believes China's projects in the Tibetan plateau threaten to reduce river flows into India. 
4. Dams, canals, irrigation systems can turn water into a political weapon to be wielded in war, or during 

peace to signal annoyance with a co-riparian state. 
5. Denial of hydrological data becomes critical 

when the flow in the river is very high. 
6. China is contemplating northward re-routing 

of the Yarlung Zangbo. 
7. Diversion of the Brahmaputra is an idea 

China does not discuss in public, because it 
implies devastating India's northeastern 
plains and Bangladesh, either with floods or 
reduced water flow. 

 
Significance of Brahmaputra river for India: 
The Brahmaputra flows for over 3,000km through Tibet, India and Bangladesh.  

 It is crucial for India too as its basin is a critical water source for Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, 
Sikkim, Nagaland and West Bengal. 

 The Brahmaputra valley supports the lives of several indigenous communities.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Countries through which Brahmaputra 
flows. 

2. Dams constructed across Brahmaputra. 
3. What is Brahmaputra called in China? Its 

tributaries. 
4. Himalayan region through which this river 

pass. 

 
Mains Link: 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Brahmaputra River have impacts on countries 
downstream and the ecology surrounding.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2J8BP9VM.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. Indus water panel holds meeting:  
Context:  
After a gap of more than two and half years Indian and Pakistani delegations have begun the 116th Meeting of 
the Permanent Indus Commission.  

 The meeting is being viewed as part of the broader process of normalisation of bilateral ties between 
the two neighbours.  

 
About the Indus Water Treaty:  

 It is a Water-Distribution Treaty, signed in Karachi on 1960, between India (Pm Jawaharlal Nehru) and 
Pakistan (President Ayub Khan), brokered by the World Bank.  

 Under the treaty, India has control over water flowing in the eastern riversς Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.  
 Pakistan has control over the western riversς Indus, Chenab and Jhelum.  
 As per the treaty, the water commissioners of 

Pakistan and India are required to meet twice 
ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ 
sites and critical river head works.  

 Both the sides share details of the water flow 
and the quantum of water being used under 
the treaty.  

 
Permanent Indus Commission:  

 The Permanent Indus Commission is a 
bilateral commission of officials from India 
and Pakistan, created to implement and 
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manage goals of the Indus Waters Treaty, 1960.  
 The Commission according to the treaty must meet regularly at least once a year, alternately in India 

and Pakistan.  
 
The functions of the Commission are: 

 to study and report to the two Governments on any problem relating to the development on the 
waters of the rivers. 

 to solve disputes arising over water sharing. 
 to arrange ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ 
 to undertake, once in every five years, a general tour of inspection of the Rivers for ascertaining the 

facts. 
 to take necessary steps for the implementation of the provisions of the treaty. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Indus and its tributaries. 
2. When was Indus Water treaty signed? 
3. Who brokered the treaty? 
4. Highlights of the treaty? 
5. Functions of Permanent Indus Commission. 
6. Hydroelectric projects in News in this 

regard.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Indus Water Treaty.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GTU8DIM2B.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or  
affecting Indiaôs interests. 

1. vǳŀŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ΨƻǇŜƴΣ ŦǊŜŜΩ Indo-Pacific:  
Context:  
First-ever leadership summit of the quad 
grouping was held virtually.  

 India, Japan, U.S. and Australia 
participated.  

 
Outcomes of the meet:  

 The Quad members agreed to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ άŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
vaccines.  

 They also observed that the Indo-
Pacific region should be governed in 
accordance with human rights.  

 The leaders also discussed the challenge posed by China.  
 
What is Quad grouping? 
The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 

 All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 
unhindered maritime trade and security. 

 
Genesis: 
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate relief operations 
in the aftermath of the tsunami. 

 It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit. 

 The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations. 
 
Significance of the grouping: 
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 Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual 
interest. 

 Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and 
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 

 It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not 
be seen in an exclusive context. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀŘΚ 
There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military dimension against any country. 
The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded it ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ά!ǎƛŀƴ b!¢hέΦ 
NotaōƭȅΣ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ta {ƘƛƴȊƻ !ōŜΩǎ ά/ƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ {Ŝŀǎέ address to the Indian Parliament gave a fresh 
impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition. 
2. When was it first proposed? 
3. Countries and important islands in the 

Indian Ocean region. 
4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 

region. 
5. Important seas and straits in the region. 

 

Mains Link: 
A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is 
called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and to 
ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. 
Examine.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3C8CC6IG.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on Indiaôs 
interests, Indian diaspora.  

1. ¢ƘŜ ¦{ нлнм tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Trade Agenda and 2020 Annual Report: 
Context: 
It is an annual report submitted by the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to the US Congress. 
 
Key observations made by the USTR: 

1. ²ƘƛƭŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ development make it an essential 
market for many U.S. exporters, a general and consistent trend of trade-restrictive policies have 
inhibited the potential of the bilateral trade relationship. 

2. wŜŎŜƴǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Ƙŀǎ ŜǇƛǘƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
challenges facing the bilateral trade relationship. 

3. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) program in June 2019 and the ensuing discussion to 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŘŜŀƭ όάǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлнлΦ 

 
About the Make in India campaign: 

 Launched by Prime Minister Modi in 2014 to incentivise production in India. 
 It seeks to encourage manufacturing in India and galvanize the economy with dedicated investments in 

manufacturing and services. 
 
To achieve it's goal, targets were identified and policies outlined. 

1. ¢ƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ мн-14% per annum in order to increase the 
ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘe economy. 

2. To create 100 million additional manufacturing jobs in the economy by 2022. 
3. ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ D5t ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ нр҈ ōȅ нлнн όǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

2025) from the current 15-16%. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G0R8B336D.1&imageview=0. 
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2. ¦Φ{Φ ǘƘƛƴƪǘŀƴƪ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜǎ LƴŘƛŀ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŦǊŜŜΩΥ 
Context: 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ нлнмΥ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ƛŜƎŜέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ¦{ ǘƘƛƴƪ-tank 
Freedom House. 
 
Key findings: 

1. CǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŦǊŜŜΩΦ 
2. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ стΣ ŀ ŘǊƻǇ ŦǊƻƳ тмκмлл ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ free category last 

year. 
3. Reasons for the downgrade: The government and its State-level allies continued to crack down on 

critics during the year. 
4. The private media are vigorous and diverse, and investigations and scrutiny of politicians do occur. 

However, attacks on press freedom have escalated dramatically under the Modi government, and 
reporting has become significantly less ambitious in recent years. 

5. Security, defamation, sedition and contempt of court laws have been used to quiet critical media 
voices. 

6. Revelations of close relationships between politicians, business executives and lobbyists on one hand 
and leading media personalities and owners of media outlets, on the other, have dented public 
confidence in the press. 

 
Freedom in US and China: 

 The U.S. dropped three points over one year, down to 83/100. 
 The United States will need to work vigorously to strengthen its institutional safeguards, restore its 

civic norms and uphold the promise of its core principles. 
 /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ψƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜΩΣ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀ point from last year going down to 9/100. 
 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭƛƎƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

profound in 2020. 
 
About the Report: 
Since 1973, Freedom House has assessed the condition of political rights and civil liberties around the world. It 
is used on a regular basis by policymakers, journalists, academics, activists, and many others. 
 
How are the countries ranked? 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948. 

 Freedom in the World assesses the real-world rights and freedoms enjoyed by individuals, rather than 
governments or government performance per se. 

 
What topics do the scores cover? 
A. Electoral Process. 
B. Political Pluralism and Participation. 
C. Functioning of Government. 
D. Freedom of Expression and Belief. 
E. Associational and Organizational Rights. 
F. Rule of Law. 
G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Report. 
2. Latest findings. 
3. How are countries ranked? 

 

 
Mains Link : Freedoms in India have reduced 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŦǊŜŜΩΦ 
Comment. 
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2I8BAUUE.1&imageview=0. 
 

3. China warns U.S. over its Taiwan stand:  
Context: 
/Ƙƛƴŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛŘŜƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǌƻƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ άŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ¢aiwan.  

 China has also warned Taiwan that any attempt to seek independence "means war".  
 
What's the issue?  
China sees democratic Taiwan as a breakaway province, but Taiwan sees itself as a sovereign state, with its 
own constitution, military, and elected leaders.  
 
China- Taiwan relations- Background: 
China has claimed Taiwan through its άƻƴŜ /Ƙƛƴŀέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ since the Chinese civil war forced the defeated 
YǳƻƳƛƴǘŀƴƎΣ ƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфпф ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǾƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ǊǳƭŜΣ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
if necessary. 

 /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƛƴƎ Ϸннс ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмуΦ ¢ŀiwan runs a large trade 
surplus with China. 

 While Taiwan is self-governed and de facto independent, it has never formally declared independence 
from the mainland. 

 ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǘǿƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀΣ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ affairs; a 
similar arrangement is used in Hong Kong. 

 Taiwan is a member of the World Trade Organization, 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation and Asian 
Development Bank under various names. 

 
Indo- Taiwan relations: 

 Although they do not have formal diplomatic ties, 
Taiwan and India have been cooperating in various 
fields. 

 LƴŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ-/Ƙƛƴŀέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
since 2010. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Location of Taiwan and its historical 
background. 

2. Regions being administered by China under 
One China policy. 

3. Is Taiwan represented at WHO and the 
United Nations? 

4. Countries in South China Sea. 
5. Qing dynasty. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on India- Taiwan bilateral relations. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GUO8BP270.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. What does BidenΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΚ  
Context:  
The Joe Biden administration has proposed a new peace plan to the Afghan government and the Taliban, 
seeking to bring violence to a halt.  
 
What's there in the American proposal?  

1. It has proposed a UN-led conference of representatives of Russia, China, Pakistan, Iran, India and the 
U.S. άǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴέΦ  

2. It seeks to accelerate talks between the Afghan leadership and the Taliban.  
3. Lǘ ǳǊƎŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀnd governing 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΤ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ άƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΤ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
άǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎŜŀǎŜŦƛǊŜέΦ  
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Need for intervention:  
According to the agreement the U.S. signed with the Taliban in February 2020, American troops are set to leave 
Afghanistan by May 1. The Taliban and the Afghan government started peace talks in Doha in September last 
year but reached no breakthrough. 

 The Biden administration is concerned about the slow pace of the talks. The U.S. assessment is that if 
American troops are pulled out of Afghanistan, the Taliban would make quick gains.  

 .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
neck of its cities.  

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΥ  
For New Delhi, which has protested being left out of regional formulations in the past both in the original 
aƻǎŎƻǿ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнл άсҌнҌмέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎέ ƻƴƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ  

 Previously, India refused to recognise the Taliban regime of 1996-2001 and rather supported the 
ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

 India has long held the position of dealing only with the elected government in Kabul, and has always 
considered the Taliban a terrorist organisation backed by Pakistan. 

 India supports an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled peace process. 
 
Need for reconsideration:  
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻȄȅ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
matters. 

 DƛǾŜƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ 
in Afghanistan, not only in terms of the government but also in terms of political forces, society and the 
Afghan body politics.  

 LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƴƻƴ-engagement with Taliban has reduced its role in international diplomatic 
efforts.  

 
Way ahead for India:  
India should now upgrade its channels of communication with the Taliban.  

 LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳld be conditional on Taliban joining the mainstream politics. 
 LƴŘƛŀ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜȄƛƭŜ ό¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ƻƘŀύ ƛƴ 

its own neighbourhood. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G0D8C49OC.1&imageview=0.  
 

5. The Indian Ocean border dispute between Kenya and Somalia:  
Context:  
Kenya has said it will not take part in proceedings of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) over its maritime 
border dispute with Somalia.  
 
What's the issue?  
The main point of disagreement between the two neighbours is the direction 
in which their maritime boundary in the Indian Ocean should extend.  
 
Where is the disputed area? 

 According to Somalia, the sea border should be an extension of the 
same direction in which their land border runs as it approaches the 
Indian Ocean, i.e. towards the southeast. 

 Kenya, on the other hand, argues that the territorial southeast border 
should take a 45 degree turn as it reaches the sea, and then run in a latitudinal direction, i.e. parallel to 
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the equator. Such an arrangement would be advantageous for Kenya, whose coastline of 536 km is 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ с ǘƛƳŜǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ƻƳŀƭƛŀΩǎ όоΣооо ƪƳύΦ  

 
Why is this area important? 
The triangular area thus created by the dispute is around 1.6 lakh sq km large, and boasts of rich marine 
reserves. It is also believed to have oil and gas deposits.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What is UNCLOS?  
2. Countries in the Indian Ocean region.  

3. Horn of Africa.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of Indian Ocean Region.  

 

6. wƛȅŀŘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŦƛǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ¸ŜƳŜƴΩǎ IƻǳǘƘƛǎΥ  
Context:  
Saudi Arabia presented a new peace initiative to end the war in Yemen.  
 
The initiative includes:  

 A nationwide ceasefire under UN supervision and the reopening of air and sea links.  
 Reopening of Sana'a airport, and allowing fuel and food imports through Hodeidah port, both of which 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ wƛȅŀŘƘΩǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ LǊŀƴ-aligned Houthi movement.  

 Restarting of political negotiations between the Saudi-backed government and the Houthis.  
 
The war in Yemen: Background:  

 The conflict has 
its roots in the 
Arab Spring of 
2011, when an 
uprising forced 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
long-time 
authoritarian 
president, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, 
to hand over 
power to his 
deputy, 
Abdrabbuh 
Mansour Hadi.  

 The political 
transition was 
supposed to 
bring stability to 
Yemen, one of 
ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ Ǉƻorest nations, but President Hadi struggled to deal with various problems including 
militant attacks, corruption, food insecurity, and continuing loyalty of many military officers to Saleh.  

 Fighting began in 2014 when the Houthi Shia Muslim rebel movement took advantage of the new 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ {ŀŀŘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 The Houthis is a group of Zaidi Shia Muslims who ruled a kingdom there for nearly 1,000 years.  
 
Why is Saudi Arabia in Yemen?  
Saudi Araōƛŀ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ¸ŜƳŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {Ƙƛŀ IƻǳǘƘƛ ǊŜōŜƭǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ {ŀƴŀΩŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ IŀŘƛ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ  
 
Iƻǿ ōŀŘ ƛǎ ¸ŜƳŜƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚ  
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Since the Saudi intervention in 2015, at least 10,000 people have been killed in Yemen, according to the WHO. 
The widespread damage caused to infrastructure by the coalition airstrikes and lack of supplies of food and 
medicines due to the blockade have pushed Yemen into a humanitarian catastrophe. About 12 million people 
ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ŀƛŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŎƘƻƭŜǊŀ 
outbreak. A child dies every 10 minutes in Yemen from preventable causes, says UNICEF.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Who are Houthis?  
2. What is the crisis all about?  
3. Location of Yemen.  

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GFG8DEP39.1&imageview=0.  

 

7. U.S. peace plan:  
Context:  
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani will propose a new presidential election within six months, under a peace plan 
he will put forward as a counter-offer to a U.S. proposal that he rejects.  

 Mr. Ghani will unveil his proposal at a gathering in Turkey next month, signalling his refusal to accept 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 
U.S.- Taliban peace deal: 

 A peace deal between the U.S. Government and the Taliban was signed on 29 February, 2020. 
 The deal calls for U.S. and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) troops to leave Afghanistan. 

 
Significance of Peace in Afghanistan for India: 
India has called for renewed efforts for establishing enduring peace and stability, and putting an end to 
externally-sponsored terrorism and violence in Afghanistan. 

 Economically, it is a gateway to the oil and mineral-rich Central Asian republics. 
 Afghanistan has also become the second-largest recipient of Indian foreign aid over the last five years. 

 
Some of the important elements of the deal include: 

 The withdrawal of US troops along with bringing down NATO or coalition troop numbers within 14 
months from when the deal was signed.  

 
The main counter-terrorism commitment by the Taliban is that: 

 Taliban will not allow any of its members, other individuals or groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the 
soil of Afghanistan to threaten the security of the United States and its allies. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the deal. 
2. What is NATO. 

 

Mains Link : Discuss the significance of the deal.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GTU8DIGR3.1&imageview=0. 

 

8. South China sea: 
Context: 
The Philippine military has ordered the deployment of more navy ships to the South China Sea amid a growing 
diplomatic row over a fleet of Chinese boats parked near a disputed reef- Reed Bank.  
 
About the South China sea dispute: 
It is a dispute over territory and sovereignty over ocean areas, and the Paracels and the Spratlys ς two island 
chains claimed in whole or in part by a number of countries. 

 Alongside the fully fledged islands, there are dozens of rocky outcrops, atolls, sandbanks and reefs, 
such as the Scarborough Shoal.  
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 Beijing often invokes the so-called nine-dash line to justify its apparent historic rights over most of the 
South China Sea, parts of which are also claimed by Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Brunei.  

 China has ignored a 2016 international tribunal decision that declared its assertion as without basis.  
 
Who Claims What? 
China: 
claims by far the largest portion of territory ς an area defined 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƴƛƴŜ-ŘŀǎƘ ƭƛƴŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ 
south and east from its most southerly province of Hainan. 
 
Vietnam: 
Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀl account, saying China had 
never claimed sovereignty over the islands before the 1940s. 
Vietnam says it has actively ruled over both the Paracels and 
the Spratlys since the 17th Century ς and has the documents to 
prove it. 
 
Philippines: 
both the Philippines and China lay claim to the Scarborough 
Shoal (known as Huangyan Island in China) ς a little more than 100 miles (160km) from the Philippines and 500 
miles from China. 
 
Malaysia and Brunei: 
They lay claim to territory in the South China Sea that they say falls within their economic exclusion zones, as 
defined by UNCLOS ς the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Brunei does not claim any of the 
disputed islands, but Malaysia claims a small number of islands in the Spratlys 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Countries involved in the dispute. 
2. What is nine dash line? 
3. Disputed islands and their locations? 
4. Important straits, passes and seas in the 

region. 
5. What is UNCLOS? 

6. Locate Taiwan strait and Luzon Strait. 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on South China Sea dispute. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7M8DPPEC.1&imageview=0.  

 

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.  

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 
Context: 
Centre signs $304 million pact with AIIB for power transmission network in Assam. 

 The fund will be utilised for the 'Assam Intra-State Transmission System Enhancement Project', aiming 
to improve reliability, capacity and security of the power transmission network in the state. 

 
What is AIIB? 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve social 
and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond. 
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of the Bank.  

 It is headquartered in Beijing. 
 It commenced operations in January 2016. 

 
Aim: 
By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aims to connect people, 
services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future. 
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Membership: 
 There are more than 100 members now. 
 Fourteen of the G-20 nations are AIIB members including France, Germany, Italy and the United 

Kingdom. 
 
Voting Rights: 

 China is the largest shareholder with 26.61 % voting shares in the bank followed by India (7.6%), Russia 
(6.01%) and Germany (4.2 %). 

 The regional members hold 75% of the total voting power in the Bank. 
 
Various organs of AIIB: 
Board of Governors: The Board of Governors consists of one Governor and one Alternate Governor appointed 
by each member country. Governors and Alternate Governors serve at the pleasure of the appointing member. 
Board of Directors: Non-resident Board of DirŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
operations, exercising all powers delegated to it by the Board of Governors. 
International Advisory Panel: The Bank has established an International Advisory Panel (IAP) to support the 
President ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
issues. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. AIIB vs ADB vs WB. 
2. Members of AIIB. 
3. Top shareholders. 
4. Voting powers. 
5. AIIB supported projects in India. 

 

Mains Link : Write a note on the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
 
 
Link: https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-
news/centre-signs-304-million-pact-with-aiib-for-
power-transmission-network-in-assam-
101614093392032-amp.html.

 

2. OPEC+ move to hit recovery: 
Context: 
OPEC+ has agreed not to increase supply in April as they await a more substantial recovery in demand amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Crude prices rose after the announcement and are up 33% this year. 
 
Concerns for India: 
LƴŘƛŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ-biggest oil importer. India imports about 84% of its oil and relies on West Asian 
supplies to meet over three-fifths of its 
demand.  

 As one of the largest crude-
consuming countries, India is 
concerned that such actions by 
producing countries have the 
potential to undermine 
consumption-led recovery and 
more so hurt consumers, 
especially in our price-sensitive 
market. 

 
What is the Opec+? 

 Opec+ refers to the alliance of 
crude producers, who have been 
undertaking corrections in supply 
in the oil markets since 2017. 
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 OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, 
South Sudan and Sudan. 

 
What is OPEC? 

1. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with 
the signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five countries namely Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. They were to become the Founder Members of the Organization. 

2. OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization. 
3. ht9/Ωǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ to co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to 

secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of 
petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the industry. 

4. It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 
5. OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the 

ideals of the organization. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Founder members of OPEC. 
2. Top oil producers? 
3. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎǊǳŘŜ ƻƛƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΚ 
4. Components and refining of crude oil. 
5. Crude oil storage facilities in India? 
6. Geographical location of OPEC members. 
7. Type of Crude oil produced by OPEC and 

non-OPEC members. 

8. What is OPEC+? 
 
Mains Link: 
How groups, such as OPEC, influence oil prices 
across the world? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G1T8BI896.1&imageview=0. 

 

3. Cairn wins nod from five courts for $1.4 bn award:  
Context:  
Courts in five countries (the U.S., the U.K., the Netherlands, Canada and France) have given recognition to an 
arbitration award that asked India to return $1.4 billion to Cairn Energy plc. 
 
Background:  
Cairn Energy had moved courts in nine countries to enforce its $1.4 billion arbitral award against India, which 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǊŜǘǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ǝŀƛƴǎ 
tax.  
 
Implications:  
The registration of the award is the first step towards its enforcement in the event 
of the government not paying the firm.  

 Once the court recognises an arbitration award, the company can then 
petition it for seizing any Indian government asset such as bank accounts, 
payments to state-owned entities, airplanes and ships in those 
jurisdictions, to recover the monies due to it.  

 
What's the case?  

 Cairn had challenged the Indian government seeking taxes over an internal 
business reorganisation using the 2012 retrospective tax law, under the 
UK-India Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

 In 2011, Cairn Energy sold its majority stake in Cairn India to Vedanta Ltd, 
reducing its stake in the Indian company to about 10 per cent. 

 In 2014, the Indian tax department had demanded Rs 10,247 crore ($1.4 
billion) in taxes.  

 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 
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1. What is Arbitration? 
2. Recent Amendments. 
3. About the International Court of 

Arbitration. 
4. About the Arbitration Council of India. 
5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996 

Act. 
6. Permanent Court of Arbitration- 

composition, functions and members. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the Arbitration and 
Conciliation (Amendment) Act. 
 
Link:  
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMP8BSCTE.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. UN Human Rights Council: 
Context: 
LƴŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀōǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
in Geneva.  

 The resolution on ΨtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩ was, 
however, adopted after 22 states of the 47-member Council voted in its favour.  

 
About the Resolution:  

 It gives UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet the mandate to collect and preserve evidence of 
ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нллф ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳƛƭ ¢ƛƎŜǊ Ǌebels.  

 The resolution also contended the human rights situation has deteriorated under the Rajapaksa 
administration and that rights defenders and ethnic and religious minorities are facing problems.  

 
About UNHRC: 
UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights to help 
ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ άŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Composition: 

 The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up seats every year, based 
on allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation. 

 Each elected member serves for a term of three years. 
 Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms. 

 
Functions: 

 The UNHRC passes non-binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review of all 
193 UN member states called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 

 It oversees expert investigation of violations in specific countries (Special Procedures). 
 
Challenges and Need for reforms: 

 The human rights record of the member-states such as Saudi Arabia, China and Russia in the council 
has also not been in line with the aims and mission of the UNHRC, which has led to critics questioning 
its relevance. 

 Despite the continued participation of several western countries in the UNHRC, they continue to 
harbour misgivings on the understanding of Human rights. 

 Non-ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦bIw/Ωǎ ŦǳƴŎǘioning. 
 Non-participation of powerful nations such as the US. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About UNHRC. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. What is Universal Periodic Review? 

5. Headquarters of UNHRC. 
6. Countries which have recently left UNHRC. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GOU8DITME.1&imageview=0.  
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5. New Development Bank (NDB):  
Context:  
Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has urged the New Development Bank (NDB) to 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  
 
Background:  
NDB has so far approved 18 projects in India, including emergency loans of $2 billion to support health 
spending and economic recovery in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
About NDB:  
It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa). 

 It was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS summit held in Durban, South Africa in 2013. 
 It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil. 
 The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the five emerging 

markets. 
 Headquartered in Shanghai, 

China. 
In 2018, the NDB received observer 
status in the United Nations General 
Assembly, establishing a firm basis for 
active and fruitful cooperation with the 
UN. 
 
Voting: 
Unlike the World Bank, which assigns 
votes based on capital share, in the 
New Development Bank each 
participant country will be assigned one 
vote, and none of the countries will 
have veto power. 
 
Roles and functions: 
The Bank will mobilise resources for 
infrastructure and sustainable 
development projects in BRICS and 
other emerging economies and 
developing countries, to supplement 
existing efforts of multilateral and 
regional financial institutions for global growth and development. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NDB- members and voting powers. 
2. Where it can invest? 
3. Which are the NDB funded projects in 

India? 
4. Fortaleza declaration is related to? 
5. When was NDB established? 

6. NDB vs World Bank vs AIIB. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the objectives and significance of NDB. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHO8E9ODB.1&imageview=0.  
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment.  

1. IŀǊȅŀƴŀΩǎ ǉǳƻǘŀ ƭŀǿΥ  
Context: 
The Haryana government recently notified a new law that requires 75% of private sector jobs in the state 
reserved for local candidates.  

 In July 2019, the Andhra Pradesh government had passed a similar law, which was challenged in court. 
 
About Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020: 

1. It requires private companies to set aside for domiciles 75% of jobs up to a monthly salary of Rs 50,000 
or as may be notified by the government from time to time. 

2. The law is applicable to all the companies, societies, trusts, limited liability partnership firms, 
partnership firms and any person employing 10 or more persons and an entity, as may be notified by 
the government from time to time shall come under the ambit of this Act. 

 
What are the legal issues in such laws? 

1. The question of domicile reservation in jobs: While domicile quotas in education are fairly common, 
courts have been reluctant in expanding this to public employment. It raises questions relating to the 
fundamental right to equality of citizens. 

2. The issue of forcing the private sector to comply with reservations in employment. For mandating 
reservation in public employment, the state draws its power from Article 16(4) of the Constitution. But, 
the Constitution has no manifest provision for private employment from which the state draws the 
power to make laws mandating reservation. 

3. It may not be able to withstand judicial scrutiny on the touchstone of Article 19(1)(g). 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ƭŀǿǎΚ 

1. Public sector jobs constitute only a minuscule proportion of all jobs. Therefore, talks about extending 
the legal protections to the private sector to really achieve the constitutional mandate of equality for 
all citizens has been on. 

2. Since private industries use public infrastructure in many ways τ from accessing land through 
subsidised allotment to receiving credit from public banks, tax exemptions and in many cases subsidies 
for fuel etc, the state has a legitimate right to require them to comply with the reservation policy. 

 
Do other countries take such affirmative action in employment? 
Affirmative action is adopted in many countries in the context of race and gender. 

1. For example, in the US, although there is no statutory requirement for employers to have quotas, 
courts can oǊŘŜǊ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƧǳƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άǎǳŎƘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜέΣ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

2. The Employment Equity Act in Canada also protects minority groups, especially aboriginals from 
discrimination in federally regulated industries, even in the private sector. 

 
Concerns and challenges ahead: 

1. It poses challenges for industrial development and private investment in Haryana. 
2. It could also provide a shield to some firms indulging in unethical practices to retrench the existing 

workforce.  
3. Investors and businesses may start moving out of the state in search for best human resources. 
4. Against the spirit of the Constitution, which gives citizens of India the freedom to work anywhere in the 

country. 
 

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/haryanas-new-job-quota-rule-
spells-disaster-says-india-inc/article33991908.ece/amp/. 
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2. Prompt Corrective Action Framework:  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India has taken IDBI Bank Ltd out of its prompt corrective action list after it found the 
state-run lender was not in breach of the central bank's parameters.  
 
Background:  
IDBI Bank was placed under the so-called PCA framework in 2017 over its high bad loans and negative return 
on assets, at a time when Indian lenders battled record levels of soured assets, prompting the RBI to tighten 
thresholds.  

 Now, the bank has provided a written commitment that it would comply with the norms of minimum 
regulatory capital, Net NPA and Leverage ratio on an ongoing basis and has apprised the RBI of the 
structural and systemic improvements that it has put in place which would help the bank in continuing 
to meet these commitments.  

 
What is Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)? 

 PCA is a framework under which banks with weak financial metrics are put under watch by the RBI. 
 The RBI introduced the PCA framework in 2002 as a structured early-intervention mechanism for banks 

that become undercapitalised due to poor asset quality, or vulnerable due to loss of profitability. 
 It aims to check the problem of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) in the Indian banking sector. 
 The framework was reviewed in 2017 based on the recommendations of the working group of the 

Financial Stability and Development Council on Resolution Regimes for Financial Institutions in India 
and the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission. 

 
When is Prompt corrective action 
framework invoked?  
The PCA is invoked when certain risk 
thresholds are breached. There are three 
risk thresholds which are based on certain 
levels of asset quality, profitability, capital 
and the like.   
 
What are the types of restrictions?  
There are two type of restrictions, 
mandatory and discretionary. Restrictions 
on dividend, branch expansion, directors 
compensation, are mandatory while 
discretionary restrictions could include 
curbs on lending and deposit.  
 
What will a bank do if PCA is triggered?  

 Banks are not allowed to renew or access costly deposits or take steps to increase their fee-based 
income.  

 Banks will also have to launch a special drive to reduce the stock of NPAs and contain generation of 
fresh NPAs.  

 They will also not be allowed to enter into new lines of business. RBI will also impose restrictions on 
the bank on borrowings from interbank market.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About PCA.  
2. Features.  

3. Parameters. 
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of PCA framework.  

 

3. t[LΥ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƴƻŘ ŦƻǊ оо !tL ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ  
Context:  
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¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ оо ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ рΣлунΦср ŎǊƻǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ the 
production linked incentive scheme for active pharmaceutical ingredients.  
 
What is an API?  
Every medicine is made up of two main ingredients τ the chemically active APIs and chemically inactive, 
excipients, which is a substance that delivers the effect of !tLǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 

 API is a chemical compound that is the most important raw material to produce a finished medicine.  
 In medicine, API produces the intended effects to cure the disease. For instance, Paracetamol is the API 

for Crocin and it is the API paracetamol that gives relief from body ache and fever.  
 Fixed-dose combination drugs use multiple APIs, while single-dose drugs like Crocin use just one API. 

 
How an API is manufactured?  

 API is not made by only one reaction from the raw materials but rather it becomes an API via several 
chemical compounds. The chemical compound which is in the process of becoming an API from raw 
material is called an intermediate. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ !tLǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉŀǎǎ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘŜƴ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ process when it changes 
ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ Ǌŀǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ !tLέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǳǊƛŦƛŜŘ 
and reaches a very high degree of purity.  

 
How India lost its API market to China?  
During the early 90s, India was self-reliant in manufacturing APIs.  

 However, with the rise of China as a producer of API, it captured the Indian market with cheaper 
products and it eventually led to high economies of scale for China.  

 China created a low-cost API manufacturing industry. The industry was backed by the low cost of 
capital followed by aggressive government funding models, tax incentives. 

 Their cost of operation is one-ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎƻǎǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ с-7 per cent 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ мо-14 per cent. 

 So, due to low-profit margins and non-lucrative industry, Indian pharma companies over the years 
stopped manufacturing APIs. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link:  

1. What is an APIs? 
2. What is an intermediate? 
3. APIs in fixed- dose vs single- dose drug 

combinations. 

4. Comparison of API production in India vs 
China. 

5. What are excipients in Medicine? 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GMG8C819R.1&imageview=0.  

 

4. The Jharkhand bill that reserves 75% jobs in private sector for locals:  
Context:  
The Jharkhand government has announced 75% reservation in private sector jobs.  
 
How does the bill define private sector jobs?  
The bill will treat shops, establishments, mines, enterprises, industries, companies, societies, trusts, Limited 
Liability Partnership firms and any person employing ten or more persons as the private sector and an entity. 
Moreover, the same may be notified by the government from time to time.  
 
Highlights of the Bill:  

1. Every employer needs to register employees on a designated portal who are receiving gross monthly 
salary or wages not more than Rs 30, 000 τ or as notified by the government from time to time τ 
within three months of this bill (after turning into an Act) coming into force.  

2. No person should be engaged or employed unless the registration process is complete on the 
designated portal.  

3. No local candidate will be eligible to avail 75 per cent benefit without registering herself in the 
designated portal.  
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4. The employer may claim exemption where an adequate number of local candidates of the desired skill 
qualification or proficiency are not available.  

5. The employer will have to furnish a quarterly return about vacancies and employment on the portal 
which will be examined by an Authorised Officer (AO), who is a District Employment Officer, who can 
call any records for the purpose of verification.  

6. The aggrieved employer may also file an appeal within 60 days of an order passed by the AO or DO in 
front of an Appellate Authority τ the Director, Employment and Training, Government of Jharkhand.  

 
Concerns and issues associated with this policy:  

1. Violates constitutional provisions- Article 16.  
2. Impacts Ψ¦ƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΥ This policy can lead to a situation of locals vs non-locals in an area, thus 

posing a threat to the integration of the country.  
3. It might discourage capital investment in the region.  
4. Impacts freedom of a business.  
5. Against the spirit of competition.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key provisions of the Bill. 
2. Article 16 of the Indian Constitution is 

related to?  
3. Reservations vs Articles 14 and 15 of the 

Indian Constitution.  

Mains Link:  
Discuss issues associated with Jharkhand's move to 
reserve 75% private jobs. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-the-jharkhand-bill-that-reserves-75-jobs-
in-private-sector-for-locals-7230819/.  

 

5. Universal basic income:  
Context:  
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has released the Trinamool Congress manifesto for the 2021 
Assembly election.  

 The manifesto, among other things, promises universal basic income for every family.  
 
As per the announcement:  

 ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ мΦс ŎǊƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ рлл ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ /ŀǎǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ¢ǊƛōŜǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ мΣллл ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

 The direct transfers will be in the name of the women head of the family.  
 
What is Universal Basic Income?  
It is a programme for providing all citizens of a geographic area (a country or state) with a given sum of money, 
regardless of their income, resources or employment status.  

 The main idea behind UBI is to prevent or reduce poverty and increase equality among citizens.  
 The essential principle behind Universal basic income is the idea that all citizens are entitled to a 

livable income, ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴΦ  
 
UBI has the following important components:  

1. Universality (all citizens included).  
2. unconditionality (no prior condition).  
3. Periodic (Payments at periodic regular intervals).  
4. Payments in cash (not food vouchers or service coupons).  

 
Benefits of Universal Basic Income (UBI):  

1. Provide secured income to individuals. 
2. Reduce poverty and income inequality in society. 
3. Increase the purchasing power of every poor which will further increase aggregate demand. 
4. Easy to implement because no identification of the beneficiary is involved. 
5. Reduce the wastage of government money because its implementation is very simple.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Supporters of the idea:  

 The Economic Survey of India 2016-17 has advocated the concept of Universal Basic Income (UBI) as 
an alternative to the various social welfare schemes in an effort to reduce poverty.  

 Other Supporters of the UBI programme include Economics Nobel Laureates Peter Diamond and 
Christopher Pissarides, and tech leaders Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk. 

 
Challenges in Implementing Universal Basic Income in India:  

 High cost involved in implementing UBI is a major factor contributing towards lack of political will in 
working towards the universal basic income in India.  

 It would reduce the motivation for work and might encourage people to live off assured cash transfers 
and it is simply unaffordable. 

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Components of UBI. 
 

Mains Link: Examine the arguments in favour and 
against introduction of universal basic income in 
India.  
 

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GVE8CTBJ5.1&imageview=0.  
 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.  

1. Panel to evaluate applications for Universal Banks, Small Finance Banks:  
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the creation of a Standing External Advisory Committee under 
the chairmanship of Shyamala Gopinath for evaluating applications for Universal Banks and Small Finance 
Banks.  

 This is part of the central bank's earlier announced plan to give banking permits on a continuous basis 
to candidates, a process that is is commonly known as 'on-tap' licensing.  

 
What is On tap licensing?  
It means the RBI window for granting banking licences will be open throughout the year.  
 
What is Universal banking?  
It is a system of banking where banks undertake a blanket of financial services like investment banking, 
commercial banking, development banking, insurance and other financial services including functions of 
merchant banking, mutual funds, factoring, housing finance, insurance etc.  
 
RBIs universal bank licensing guidelines:  

1. LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎκǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ΨǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
finance at a senior level.  

2. The initial minimum paid-up voting equity capital for a bank shall be ` five billion. Thereafter, the bank 
shall have a minimum net worth of ` five billion at all times.  

3. The requirement of Non-Operative Financial Holding Company (NOFHC) is not mandatory for individual 
promoters or standalone promoting/converting entities who/which do not have other group entities.  

4. Not less than 51% of the total paid-up equity capital of the NOFHC shall be owned by the 
Promoter/Promoter Group. No shareholder, other than the promoters/promoter group, shall have 
significant influence and control in the NOFHC.  

5. The bank shall get its shares listed on the stock exchanges within six years of the commencement of 
business by the bank.  

6. The bank is precluded from having any exposure to its promoters, major shareholders who have 
shareholding of 10 per cent or more of paid-up equity shares in the bank, the relatives of the 
promoters as also the entities in which they have significant influence or control.  

7. The bank has to open at least 25 per cent of its branches in unbanked rural centres.  
8. The bank shall comply with the priority sector lending targets and sub-targets as applicable to the 

existing domestic scheduled commercial banks.  
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9. The board of the bank should have a majority of independent directors.  
10. The validity of the in-principle approval issued by the Reserve Bank will be 18 months from the date of 

granting in-principle approval and would thereafter lapse automatically.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. NBFCs- meaning. 
2. Types. 
3. NBFCs under RBI. 
4. NBFC-MFI- eligibility, functions. 
5. What is Net Owned Funds? 
6. What are Qualifying Assets? 
7. What are small finance banks. 
8. Differences between NBFCs, SFBs and 

Payment Banks. 

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of NBFC-MFIs 
(microfinance institutions).  
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/business/rbi-sets-up-external-committee-for-
evaluating-applications-for-universal-small-finance-
banks/article34135398.ece/amp/.  

 
Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and  irrigation  systems storage, transport  and marketing  of agricultural  produce 
and issues and related  constraints;  e-technology in  the aid  of farmers.  

1. Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP):  
Context:  
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has been strongly demanding national project status for the Eastern 
Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP).  
 
What is the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP)? 
The Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project aims to harvest 
surplus water available during the rainy season in rivers 
in southern Rajasthan such as Chambal and its 
tributaries including Kunnu, Parvati, Kalisindh. 

 Besides supplying drinking water in 13 districts, 
the mega project will also provide irrigation 
water to an additional 2 lakh hectares of land. 

 It will also supply water to the Delhi-Mumbai 
Industrial Corridor and take care of the flood 
and drought situation in the area. 

  
Need for:  
According to the state Water Resources Department, 
Rajasthan, the largest state of India with a geographical 
area of 342.52 lakh hectares which amount to 10.4 per cent of the entire country, holds only 1.16 per cent of 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ мΦтн ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊΦ 
!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ only the Chambal river basin has surplus water. But, this water cannot be 
tapped directly because the area around the Kota barrage is designated as a crocodile sanctuary. 

 Therefore, the ERCP aims to create a network of water channels which will cover 23.67 per cent area of 
Rajasthan along with 41.13 per cent population of the state. 

  
Why is the demand of declaring the ERCP as a national project?  
The reason cited by the Chief Minister for wanting the ERCP to be a national project is that its estimated cost is 
around Rs 40,000 crore, which is not possible to be borne by the state government.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About ERCP.  
2. Areas covered.  

3. Rivers in Rajasthan and key tributaries.  
4. National Project status- benefits.  

  
Mains Link:  
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Discuss the significance of ERCP project.  

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution  System- objectives, functioning,  limitations,  revamping;  issues of buffer  
stocks and food security;  Technology missions;  economics of animal -rearing.  

1. Minimum selling price for sugar: 
Context: 
The LƴŘƛŀƴ {ǳƎŀǊ aƛƭƭǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όL{a!ύ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǎǳƎŀǊ ǘƻ опΦрл ŀ ƪƎΦ 
 
Sugar Pricing Policy: 
Price of sugar are market driven & depends on demand & supply of sugar. However, with a view to protect the 
interests of farmers, concept of Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar was introduced in 2018 so that industry 
may get atleast the minimum cost of production of sugar, so as to enable them to clear cane price dues of 
farmers. 

 In exercise of the powers conferred under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, Government has 
notified Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018. 

 Under the provisions of said order, Government will fix the Minimum Selling Price (MSP). 
 MSP of sugar has been fixed taking into account the components of Fair & Remunerative Price (FRP) of 

sugarcane and minimum conversion cost of the most efficient mills. 
 
Background: 
The Federal/Central Government announces Fair and Remunerative Prices which are determined on the 
recommendation of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and are announced by the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, which is chaired by Prime Minister. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Minimum Selling Price? 
2. How is it set? 
3. Differences between Minimum Support 

Price and Minimum Selling Price. 
4. What is FRP? 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Minimum Selling Price 
(MSP) for sugar. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSE8BAF83.1&imageview=0. 

2. Sub-Mission on Agroforestry (SMAF) Scheme:  
Context:  
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Central Silk Board on a convergence model for the implementation of Agroforestry in the silk sector under the 
ongoing Sub-Mission on Agroforestry (SMAF) Scheme.  
 
Significance:  

 The signing of this MoU aims to incentivize the farmers to take up sericulture based Agroforestry 
models thereby contributing to the Make in India and Make for the World vision.  

 This linkage will add another dimension to agroforestry for faster returns to the growers as well as 
support the production of the range of silks that India is famous for.  

 
About the Sub-Mission on Agroforestry (SMAF):  

 The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC & FW) has been implementing 
the Sub-Mission on Agroforestry (SMAF) since 2016-17 as part of the recommendation of the National 
Agroforestry Policy 2014.  

 This sub-mission is under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).  
 India was the first country to have such a comprehensive policy which was launched at the World 

Agroforestry Congress held in Delhi in February 2014.  
 At present, the scheme is being implemented in 20 States and 2 UTs.  
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Aim of the mission:  
SMAF aims to encourage farmers to plant multi-purpose trees together with the agriculture crops for climate 
resilience and an additional source of income to the farmers, as well as enhanced feedstock to inter alia wood-
based and herbal industry. 
 

3. Government questions methodology and data accuracy of Global Hunger 
Index:  

Context:  
The government has questioned the methodology and data accuracy of the Global Hunger Index (GHI) report, 
alleging that children considered healthy were also counted to determine the ranking.   

 The government has already written to NGO Welthungerhilfe, which compiles the report, expressing 
concerns about their methodology, data accuracy and sample size and was yet to hear from them.  

 
What's the issue?  
In the latest report, India was ranked below countries such as Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar when it was 
among the top 10 food-producing countries in the world.  

 India was ranked at the 94th position out of 107 countries that were studied.  
 
What is Global Hunger Index? 
The report is a peer-reviewed publication released annually by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide.  

 It tracks hunger at global, regional and national levels.  
 
How are Countries ranked? 
The GHI scores are based on a formula that captures three dimensions of hungerτinsufficient caloric intake, 
child undernutrition, and child mortalityτusing four component indicators: 

 UNDERNOURISHMENT: the share of the population that is under-nourished, reflecting insufficient 
caloric intake 

 CHILD WASTING: the share of children under the age of five who are wasted (low weight-for-height), 
reflecting acute undernutrition. 

 CHILD STUNTING: the share of children under the age of five who are stunted (low height-for-age), 
reflecting chronic undernutrition. 

 CHILD MORTALITY: the mortality rate of children under the age of five. 
 
Score: 
The GHI ranks countries on a 
100-point scale, with 0 being the 
best score (no hunger) and 100 
being the worst. Values less than 
10 reflect low hunger, values 
from 20 to 34.9 indicate serious 
hunger; values from 35 to 49.9 
are alarming; and values of 50 or 
more are extremely alarming. 
 
Key findings: 

 India has the highest prevalence of wasted children under five years in the world, which reflects acute 
undernutrition. 

 The report put India under serious category with the score of 27.2. 
 In the region of the south, east, and south-eastern Asia, the only countries which fare worse than India 

are Timor-Leste, Afghanistan, and North Korea. 
 The child stunting rate in India was 37.4 %. 
 The child wasting was at 17.3 %. 
 The undernourishment rate of India was at 14% and child mortality at 3.7 %. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About GHI. 
2. Released by? 
3. Scoring. 
4. Ranking of countries. 

5. Performance of India. 
6. India vs neighbours. 

 
Mains Link: 
How India has performed in the latest Global 
Hunger Index? Discuss. 

 
Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects 
on industrial growth.  

1. Karnataka Engineering research policy: 
Context: 
Karnataka has launched ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƳŀƛŘŜƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ϧ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ό9wϧ5ύ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ 
 
Significance of ER&D: 

 According to industry apex body Nasscom, ER&D has the potential to become a $100-billion industry in 
the country in the next five years. 

 The ER&D sector in the country is the fastest growing industry with a CAGR of 12.8%. Meanwhile, the 
global engineering research and development industry is expected to reach a spend of $2 trillion by 
2025. 

 
Highlights of the new policy: 

1. It seeks to raise contribution to the sector in the country to 45% in the next five years. 
2. It has the potential to create over 50,000 jobs in the ER&D space in five years.  
3. The policy aims to prepare the State to make use of the future opportunities emanating from this 

sector. 
4. It has identified five key focus sectors such as aerospace and defence; auto, auto components and EV; 

biotechnology, pharma and medical devices; semiconductors, telecom, ESDM; and software products. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJ18B71IJ.1&imageview=0. 
 

2. Anti-dumping Duty: 
Context: 
The U.S. Department of Commerce is preparing to tax aluminium sheet exporters from 18 countries including 
India after determining that they had benefited from subsidies and dumping. 

 The US International Trade Commission (ITC), an independent body, must approve the final decision by 
April 15 to impose anti-dumping or countervailing duties. 

 
What is Dumping? 
In international trade practise, dumping happens when a country or a firm exports an item at a price lower 
than the price of that product in its domestic market. 

 Dumping impacts the price of that product in the importing country, hitting margins and profits of local 
manufacturing firms. 

 
What is anti-dumping duty? 
Anti-dumping duty is imposed to rectify the situation arising out of the dumping of goods and its trade 
distortive effect. 

 According to global trade norms, including the World Trade Organization (WTO) regime, a country is 
allowed to impose tariffs on such dumped products to provide a level-playing field to domestic 
manufacturers. 

 
How is it different from CVD? 
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 Anti-dumping duty is different from countervailing duty. The latter is imposed in order to counter the 
negative impact of import subsidies to protect domestic producers. 

 Countervailing Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on imported goods to offset subsidies made to producers 
of these goods in the exporting country. 

 CVDs are meant to level the playing field between domestic producers of a product and foreign 
producers of the same product who can afford to sell it at a lower price because of the subsidy they 
receive from their government. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About DGTR. 
2. What is anti dumping duty? 
3. What is CVD? 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2I8BAMR4.1&imageview=0. 

 

3. Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RODTEP) scheme:  
Context:  
The notification of benefit rates payable to exporters under the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export 
tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ όwh5¢9tύ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ΨǘŜŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎsues.  
 
What are the issues?  

 Exporters fear the rates may turn out to be lower than recommended by a technical committee.  
 Inadequate remission of taxes would result in residual embedded taxes in export products and hit 
LƴŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛn world markets at a time shipments are witnessing a nascent 
recovery, they warn.  

Indian exporters are already struggling with volatility in demand from many key markets like the US and EU in 
the aftermath of the pandemic.  
 
About the scheme:  
The scheme was announced in 2020 as a replacement for the Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS), 
which was not compliant with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.  
The scheme would refund to exporters the embedded central, state and local duties or taxes that were so far 
ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜōŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦ  
 
Significance:  

 Indian exporters will be able to meet the international standards for exports as affordable testing and 
certification will be made available to exporters within the country instead of relying on international 
organizations. 

 Also under it, tax assessment is set to become fully automatic for exporters. Businesses will get access 
to their refunds for GST via an automatic refund-route. 

 This would increase the economy for the country and working capital for the enterprise. 
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GC48DEHFS.1&imageview=0.  
 

4. Centre likely to extend foreign trade policy:  
Context:  
The government is expected to further extend the existing foreign trade policy, which is scheduled to lapse 
from April 1 this year, for a few more months.  

 On March 31, 2020, the Centre had extended the Foreign Trade Policy 2015-20 for one year till March 
31, 2021, amid the pandemic and lockdown.  

 
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2015-20:  

 FTP 2015-20 provides a framework for increasing exports of goods and services as well as generation of 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ  
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 FTP 2015-20 introduces ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ΨaŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ 9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀ {ŎƘŜƳŜ όa9L{ύΩ 
ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 9ȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ό{9L{ύΩ for 
increasing exports of notified services.  

 Duty credit scrips issued under MEIS and SEIS and the goods imported against these scrips are fully 
transferable.  

 Specific Export Obligation under Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) scheme, in case capital 
goods are procured from indigenous manufacturers, has been reduced to 75% of the normal export 
obligation, in   order to promote domestic capital goods manufacturing industry.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Overview of FTP 2015- 2020.  
2. What are duty credit scrips?  
3. About EPCG scheme.  
4. About MEIS.  
5. About SEIS.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the need for Foreign Trade Policy.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHO8E9OD7.1&imageview=0.  

 
Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.  

1. Cabinet gives nod to Bill for setting up DFI:  
Context:  
The Union Cabinet has approved a Bill to set up a Development Finance Institution - National Bank for 
Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID).  
 
Background:  
The government had mentioned in the Budget that it would be setting up a national bank for funding 
infrastructure and development activity.  
 
Key facts:  

 bŀ.CL5 ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊǇǳǎ ƻŦ нлΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ рΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
government.  

 Initially, it will be wholly owned by the Government but the Government stake will be lowered to a 
quarter.  

 It will also enjoy some tax benefits for an initial 10-year period and some amendments will be carried 
out in the Indian Stamp Act in this regard.  

 It will have a professional board and at least 50% of members will be non-official directors.  
 An eminent person will be appointed chairperson.  

 
Need for:  

 ¢ƻ ƳƻōƛƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ммм ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǇƛǇŜline. 
 To enhance credit rating of projects. It would fund projects where others are not willing to enter 

because of the risks involved. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About NaBFID.  
2. What is NIP? When was it launched? 
3. Projects covered under NIP. 
4. Key recommendations made by task force 

headed by Atanu Chakraborty on NIP. 

5. Three committees proposed to be set up as 
per the recommendations made by Task 
Force. 

6. What is India Investment Grid? 
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance and features of NIP

.  

2. 5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘƛǎŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǎŀȅǎ hǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΥ  
Context:  
hǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ aƻŘƛ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘƛǎƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ 
Railways in the last seven years.  
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The Concern:  

 The Opposition leaders said privatisation of various railway infrastructure would only benefit 
corporates and loss of revenue for the railways, pushing it to the brink like the Air India and the Indian 
Airlines. It would also mean rise in fares.  

 Besides, privatisation did not always mean improvement in efficiency. The catering services were 
privatised almost two decades back yet there were complaints from passengers.  

 
Recommendations by Bibek Debroy Committee:  
The Bibek Debroy Committee, which was set up to suggest ways to mobilise resources for the Indian Railways 
and restructure the Railway Board, had favoured privatisation of rolling stock: wagons and coaches.  
 
Rail Privatisation:  
Pros: 
Improved Infrastructureς It will lead to better infrastructure which in turn would lead to improved amenities 
for travellers.  
Balancing Quality of Service with High Faresς  The move would foster competition and hence lead to overall 
betterment in the quality of services.  
Lesser Accidentsς  Because private ownership is synonymous with better maintenance, supporters of 
privatisation feel that it will reduce the number of accidents, thus resulting in safe travel and higher monetary 
savings in the long run. 
 
Cons:  
Coverage Limited to Lucrative Sectors ς An advantage of Indian Railways being government- owned is that it 
provides nation-wide connectivity irrespective of profit. This would not be possible with privatisation since 
routes which are less popular will be eliminated, thus having a negative impact on connectivity. It will also 
render some parts of the country virtually inaccessible and omit them from the process of development.  
Fares ς  Given that a private enterprise runs on profit, it is but natural to assume that the easiest way of 
accruing profits in Indian Railways would be to hike fares, thus rendering the service out of reach for lower 
income groups. This will defeat the entire purpose of the system which is meant to serve the entire population 
of the country irrespective of the level of income.  
Accountability ς  Private companies are unpredictable in their dealings and do not share their governance 
secrets with the world at large. In such a scenario it would be difficult to pin the accountability on a particular 
entity, should there be a discrepancy. 
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. When were Railway and General budgets 
merged? 

2. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ 
3. Bibrek Debroy Committee is related to? 

 

Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of privatisation of railways 
and challenges involved therein.  
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GRH8CT4G5.1&imageview=0.  

3. Gram Ujala:  
Context:  
Launched recently.  

 Under this program Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), will distribute high quality LED bulbs, at an affordable cost of 10 
rupees per bulb in rural areas.  

 
Implementation:  
7 watt and 12-watt LED bulbs with 3 years warranty will be given to rural consumers against submission of 
working Incandescent bulbs.  

 Each household will get up to 5 LEDs.  
 Participating rural households will also have metres installed in their houses to account for usage.  
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Financing Mechanism:  

 The programme will be financed entirely through carbon credits and will be the first such programme 
in India.  

 The revenue earned from carbon credits will contribute Rs. 60 per LED bulb piece, with the balance Rs. 
10 to be paid by the rural consumer.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Key features of the scheme.  

 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of the scheme.  

 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology.  

1. Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP): 
Context: 
TEQIP [Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme] is coming to an end in March, leaving more than 
1,200 assistant professors out of a job and some rural colleges bereft of half their faculty. 
 
What next? 
The Centre is preparing its own MERITE project with some similar objectives to improve technical education, 
but that may be too late for the faculty employed under the current project. 
 
About TEQIP: 

 In the year 2002, the ministry of Human Resource and Development launched the TEQIP scheme. 
 The project commenced with the World Bank assistance. 
 The programme aims to overhaul the quality of technical education in the Low Income States and 

Special Category States (SCS) in India. 
 
The measures include: 
Institution based: accreditation of the courses through NBA, governance reforms, improving the processes, 
digital initiatives, securing autonomy for the colleges. 
Student based: improving the quality of teaching, teacher training, equipping the class rooms, revision of 
syllabus, industry interaction, compulsory internships for students, training the students in industry-relevant 
skills, preparing them for the GATE exam etc. 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About TEQIP. 
2. Implementation. 
3. Features of the project. 

 
 

Mains Link : Discuss the basic objectives and 
significance of the project. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GNL8AVL5G.1&imageview=0. 

2. National Science Day: 
Context: 
28th February is celebrated as National Science Day (NSD) in India. 
NSD is celebrated to commemorate discovery of ǘƘŜ ΨwŀƳŀƴ 9ŦŦŜŎǘΩΣ which led to Sir C.V. Raman winning the 
Noble Prize. 

 The first National Science Day was celebrated on February 28, 1987. 
 
Theme: "Future of STI: Impacts on Education, Skills, and Work". 
 
What is Raman Effect? 
A phenomenon in spectroscopy discovered by the eminent physicist Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman in 
1928. 
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Raman Effect is a change in the wavelength of 
light that occurs when a light beam is 
deflected by molecules. 

1. When a beam of light traverses a dust-
free, transparent sample of a chemical 
compound, a small fraction of the light 
emerges in directions other than that 
of the incident (incoming) beam. 

2. Most of this scattered light is of 
unchanged wavelength. A small part, 
however, has wavelengths different 
from that of the incident light; its 
presence is a result of the Raman 
Effect. 

 

3. What are spectrum auctions? 
Context: 
¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōƛŘǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ттΣмпс ŎǊƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƭŜŎƻƳ ŀƛǊǿŀǾŜǎΣ 
exceeding its own pre-ōƛŘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ прΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜΦ 
 
Background: 
!ƛǊǿŀǾŜǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ оΦфн ƭŀƪƘ crore have been put up for sale across 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 
2100 MHz, 2300 MHz and 2500 MHz frequency bands. 
 
What are spectrum auctions? 

 Devices such as cellphones and 
wireline telephones require 
signals to connect from one 
end to another. These signals 
are carried on airwaves, which 
must be sent at designated 
frequencies to avoid any kind 
of interference. 

 The Union government owns all 
the publicly available assets within the geographical boundaries of the country, which also include 
airwaves. 

 To sell these assets to companies willing to set up the required infrastructure to transport these waves 
from one end to another, the central government through the DoT auctions these airwaves from time 
to time. 

These airwaves are called spectrum, which is subdivided into bands which have varying frequencies. All these 
airwaves are sold for a certain period of time, after which their validity lapses, which is generally set at 20 
years. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are spectrum auctions? 
2. Objectives of the sale. 
3. Need for a new spectrum auction 
4. Who can participate in auction? 

 

Mains Link: 
Spectrum auction in India has turnŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōǳȅŜǊΩǎ 
market. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G0R8B2PBQ.1&imageview=0. 
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4. Artificial photosynthesis to provide solutions for carbon capture and 
conversion:  

Context:  
Researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR) have developed an 
integrated system that can capture carbon dioxide (CO2) and convert it into solar fuel.  

 They have named this process as artificial photosynthesis (AP) τ which they feel can aid mitigate 
effects of emissions made by use of fossil fuels.  

 
How it works?  
This artificial photosynthesis (AP) harnesses solar energy and converts the captured 
carbon dioxide to carbon monoxide (CO) (using a photosensitizer), which can be used 
as a fuel for internal combustion engines.  

 Here, scientists are essentially conducting the same fundamental process in 
natural photosynthesis but with simpler nanostructures.  

 This process of converting CO2 into solar fuel also generates oxygen from 
water.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

 All about Photosynthesis.  
 

Mains Link:  
Write a note on recent initiatives aimed at reducing 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  

5. National Technical Textiles Mission:  
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) had, in 2020, approved the setting up of a National 
¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻǳǘƭŀȅ ƻŦ мΣпул /ǊƻǊŜΦ 
 
Aim:  
To position the country as a global leader in technical textiles and 
increase the use of technical textiles in the domestic market. 
 
The Mission will be implemented for four years from 2020-2021 
and will have four components: 

1. The first component will focus on research and 
development and innovation and will have an outlay of 
1,000 crore. The research will be at both, fibre level and 

application-based in geo, agro, medical, sports and mobile 
textiles and development of bio-degradable technical 
textiles. 

2. The second component will be for promotion and 
development of market for technical textiles. The Mission 
will aim at taking domestic market size to $40 billion to 
$50 billion by 2024. 

3. The third component will focus on export promotion so that technical textile exports from the country 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мпΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ нлΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ōȅ нлнм-2022 and ensure 10% average growth 
every year till the Mission ends. 

4. The last component will be on education, training and skill development.  
 
What are technical textiles?  
Technical textiles are defined as textile materials and products manufactured primarily for their technical 
performance and functional properties rather than aesthetic and decorative characteristics.  
Depending upon their application areas, Technical Textiles products are divided into 12 broad categories: 
Agrotech, Buildtech, Clothtech, Geotech, Hometech, Indutech, Mobiltech, Meditech, Protech, Sportstech, 
Oekotech, Packtech.  
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are technical textiles?  
2. Features.  
3. Types.  

4. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of technical textiles.  

 

6. High Electron Mobility Transistors (HEMTs):  
Context:  
Indian scientists have developed a highly reliable HEMT from gallium nitride (GaN).  
 
Significance:  

 This is the first-ever indigenous HEMT device and is useful in electric cars, locomotives, power 
transmission and other areas requiring high voltage and high-frequency switching.  

 This would reduce the cost of importing such stable and efficient transistors required in power 
electronics.  

 It will also make India self-reliant in power transistor technology.  
 
What are HEMTs?  
High Electron Mobility Transistor (HEMT) is a normally OFF device and can switch currents up to 4A and 
operates at 600 V. 
HEMTs are used in integrated circuits as digital on-off switches. 

 HEMT transistors are able to operate at higher frequencies than ordinary transistors, up to millimeter 
wave frequencies, and are used in high-frequency products such as cell phones, satellite television 
receivers, voltage converters, and radar equipment. 

 They are widely used in satellite receivers, in low power amplifiers and in the defense industry.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. What are HEMTs?  

2. How are they different from regular 
transistors?  

3. Benefits.  
4. Applications.  

7. Digital Green Certificate:  
Context:  
¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ŀ άŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ allow EU citizens who have been 
vaccinated, tested negative or recovered from Covid-19 to travel more freely within the bloc.  
 
What is it? 

 The digital document will contain a QR code and can be carried on a mobile phone.  
 Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

discriminate against those who had not yet been offered a shot. 
 All EU citizens or third-country nationals who are legally staying in the EU will be able to use these 

digital certificates and thereby will be exempted from free movement restrictions.  
 
Who will issue these certificates? 
The certificate can be issued by 
authorities, including hospitals, testing 
centres and health authorities.  
 
What is the need for such a document? 
In the EU and across the world, the 
tourism industry has been severely 
impacted due to the spread of the 
disease.  
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Many countries have, therefore, been contemplating digital certificates or passports that will be proof that a 
person has been vaccinated or has recovered from COVID-19. 

 Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
allow vaccinated individuals to use some facilities and attend events.  

 

8. What are aluminium-air batteries?  
Context:  
State-owned Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. has entered into a joint venture with Israel-based battery technology 
startup Phinergy to develop aluminium-air technology based battery systems for electric vehicles and 
stationary storage, as well as hydrogen storage solutions.  
 
What is an aluminium-air battery?  
Aluminium-air batteries utilise oxygen in the air which reacts with an aluminium hydroxide solution to oxidise 
the aluminium and produce electricity.  
 
Benefits:  

 Lower cost and more energy-dense alternative to lithium-ion batteries which are currently in 
widespread use for electric vehicles in India.  

 Offer much greater range of 400 km or more per battery compared to lithium-ion batteries which 
currently offer a range of 150-200 kilometres per full charge.  

 The aluminium plate in an aluminium-air battery is converted into aluminium trihydroxide over time 
and that aluminium can be reclaimed from aluminium trihydroxide or even traded directly for 
industrial uses.  

 
Challenges:  
Aluminium-air batteries  cannot be recharged like lithium-ion batteries. Therefore, large scale use of 
aluminium-air battery based vehicles would require the wide availability of battery swapping stations.  
 
²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 9± ǇǳǎƘΚ  
Currently, India is largely dependent on imports of lithium-ion batteries from China for electric vehicles. A 
viable alternative to lithium-ion batteries and boost the domestic manufacture of batteries will help meet 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ  
 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/indian-oil-corporation-phinergy-
aluminium-batteries-7235560/lite/.  
 
Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. PSLV-C51 launch: 
Context: 
PSLV-C51 was successfully launched by ISRO recently. 

 This was ǘƘŜ роǊŘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ L{whΩǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
arm, NewSpace India Ltd. 

  The mission was undertaken under a commercial arrangement with Spaceflight Inc., U.S. 
 
Satellites onboard: 
Lǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ мф ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜǎ όLƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ƻǇǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜΣ Amazonia-1, and 18 co-passenger 
satellites τ five from India and 13 from the U.S.). 

 Amazonia-1 is the first fully Brazilian-made satellite, which would help to monitor the Amazon 
forests. 

 The Amazonia-1 was injected into its precise orbit of 758 km in a sun-synchronous polar orbit. 
The satellites from India are: 

1. The Satish Dhawan SAT (SDSAT) built by Space Kidz India. It has an engraving of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the top panel. 
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2. A nano-satellite intended to study the radiation levels, space weather and demonstrate long-range 
communication technologies. 

3. The UNITYsat, a combination of three satellites for providing radio relay services. 
4. Another satellite belonging to the DRDO. 

The Bhagavad Gita was also sent on board an 
SD card to give the scripture, which teaches 
oneness as the highest form of humanity, the 
highest honour. 
 
What is PSLV? 

 Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle is an 
indigenously-developed expendable 
launch system of the ISRO. 

 It comes in the category of medium-
lift launchers with a reach up to 
various orbits, including the Geo Synchronous Transfer Orbit, Lower Earth Orbit, and Polar Sun 
Synchronous Orbit. 

 All the operations of PSLV are controlled from the Satish Dhawan Space Center, Sriharikota. 
 
Difference between PSLV and GSLV: 

 India has two operational launchers- Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 

 PSLV was developed to launch low-Earth Orbit satellites into polar and sun synchronous orbits. It has 
since proved its versatility by launching geosynchronous, lunar and interplanetary spacecraft 
successfully. 

 On the other hand, GSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites 
into orbit. In its third and final stage, GSLV uses the indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a geostationary orbit? 
2. What is a geosynchronous orbit? 
3. What is a polar orbit? 
4. What is a transfer orbit? 
5. About PSLV. 
6. About Amazonia 1. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are communication satellites? Discuss their 
significance for India. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GE18AVN0S.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. What is NISAR, the joint Earth-Observing mission of NASA and ISRO? 
Context:  
NASA and ISRO are collaborating on developing a satellite called NISAR.  
 
About NISAR:  

 The satellite will be launched in 2022 from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, India, into a 
near-polar orbit.  

 It will scan the globe every 12 days over the course of its three-ȅŜŀǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
ƭŀƴŘΣ ƛŎŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀ ƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ άǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘέ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ  

 Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ лΦп ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀs about half the size of 
a tennis court.  

 NASA will provide one of the radars for the satellite, a high-rate communication subsystem for science 
data, GPS receivers and a payload data subsystem.  

 ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus, the second type of radar (called the S-band radar), the launch 
vehicle and associated launch services.  

 NISAR will be equipped with the largest reflector antenna ever launched by NASA and its primary goals 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǳōǘƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ǎǇƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ 
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eruptions, helping to monitor groundwater supplies and tracking the rate at which ice sheets are 
melting. 

 
Synthetic aperture radar:  
The name NISAR is short for NASA-ISRO-SAR. SAR here refers to the synthetic aperture radar that NASA will 
use to measure changes in the surface of the Earth.  

 Essentially, SAR refers to a technique for producing high-resolution images. Because of the precision, 
the radar can penetrate clouds and darkness, which means that it can collect data day and night in any 
weather.  

 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About SAR.  
2. About NISAR.  
3. Objectives.  

 

Mains Link:  
Write a note on NISAR.  
 
Link:  
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nasa-
isro-joint-mission-nisar-7246785/.  

 
Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano -technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.  

1. FSSAI guidelines on GMO Crops: 
Context: 
FSSAI issued an order on February 8 setting the permissible limit for genetically modified organisms (GMO) in 
imported food crops at 1%.  

 However, trade organisations have said that this threshold is unacceptably high.  
 It amounts to an advocacy for zero presence of GMO in food and some other consumables.  

 
GMO regulation in India:  
The task of regulating GMO levels in imported consumables was initially with the Genetic Engineering 
Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the Union environment ministry. 

 Its role in this was diluted with the enactment of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and FSSAI 
was asked to take over approvals of imported goods. 

 
What are Genetically Modified Organism (Transgenic Organism)? 
In GMO, genetic material (DNA) is altered or artificially introduced using genetic engineering techniques. 
Genetic modification involves the mutation, insertion, or deletion of genes. 

 Inserted genes usually come from a different organism (e.g. In Bt cotton, Bt genes from bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis are induced). 

Genetic modification is done to induce a desirable new trait which does not occur naturally in the species.  
 
GM techniques are used in: 

1. Biological and medical research, 
2. Production of pharmaceutical drugs, 
3. Experimental medicine (e.g. gene therapy), 
4. Agriculture (e.g. golden rice, Bt cotton etc.), 
5. Genetically modified bacteria to produce the protein insulin, 
6. To produce biofuels from some GM bacteria, etc. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are GM crops? 

2. What are GMOs? 
3. About GEAC. 
4. About the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.  

 

2. India, Japan agree for greater cooperation in patent verification:  
Context:  
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LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ International 
Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) for any international patent 
application filed with them.  

 This decision was taken during the recent review meet of Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) 
programme.  

 
About the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) programme:  
The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) is a set of initiatives for providing accelerated patent prosecution 
procedures by sharing information between some patent offices.  
 
How it works?  
This would allow a patent applicant to demand fast-tracking of his patent application by showing that his 
product or process has already been granted a patent in Japan.  

 Under this Pilot programme, Indian Patent Office may receive patent applications in certain specified 
technical fields only, namely, Electrical, Electronics, Computer Science, Information Technology, 
Physics, Civil, Mechanical, Textiles, Automobiles and Metallurgy etc.  

 
PPH programme would lead to the following benefits for the Indian IP office:  

1. Reduction in time to dispose patent applications. 
2. Reduction in pendency of patent applications. 
3. Improvement in quality of search and examination of patent applications. 
4. An opportunity for Indian inventors including MSMEs and Start ups of India to get accelerated 

examination of their patent applications in Japan.  
 
InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. About PPH.  
2. Features.  
3. How it works?  

4. Benefits.  
 
Mains Link:  
Discuss the significance of PPH.  

 

3. Why Centre wants cryptocurrency holdings mandatorily disclosed in RoC 
filings?  

Context:  
The corporate affairs ministry has announced companies will have to disclose any holding or dealings in 
cryptocurrencies or virtual currencies in their financial statements filed with the Registrar of Companies.  
 
What does this 
inclusion indicate?  
This is a major step 
towards regulating the 
crypto assets in India 
and will bring in a lot of 
transparency in 
reporting/filing of 
crypto investments. So 
far, the government 
was planning to ban 
them.  
 
What are Cryptocurrencies?  
Cryptocurrencies are digital currencies in which encryption techniques are used to regulate the generation of 
units of currency and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central bank.  
Examples: Bitcoin, Ethereum etc. 
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InstaLinks:  
Prelims Link:  

1. Various cryptocurrencies.  

2. Cryptocurrencies launched by various 
countries.  

3. What is Blockchain technology?  
 

Mains Link:  
What are Cryptocurrencies? Why there is a need 
for regulation? Discuss.  
 

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-why-centre-wants-cryptocurrency-
holdings-mandatorily-disclosed-in-roc-filings-
7246115/.  

 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment.  

1. Study on snow leopard in Himachal Pradesh: 
Context: 
IƛƳŀŎƘŀƭ tǊŀŘŜǎƘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ-altitude hilly terrains could be harbouring as many as 73 snow leopards (Panthera 
uncia), says a recent study based on a scientific enumeration of the elusive animal. 
 
Habitats: 
The snow leopard inhabits the higher Himalayan and trans-Himalayan landscape in the five states of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Lƴ IƛƳŀŎƘŀƭ tǊŀŘŜǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƭŜƻǇŀǊŘΩǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ [ŀƘŀǳƭ-Spiti 
and Kinnaur. 

 Its potential habitat also extends into the upper regions of the districts of Shimla, Kullu, Chamba and 
Kangra. 

Most of these areas are remote, with the added challenge of limited accessibility during winter. 
 
Suggestions made by the study: 
Local communities are the strongest allies in conservation, if their concerns can be factored into conservation 
planning. 
 
Snow Leopard conservation in India: 

 India has been conserving snow leopard and its habitat through the Project Snow Leopard (PSL). 
 India is also party to the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection (GSLEP) Programme since 

2013. 
 For conservation, India has identified three large landscapes, namely, Hemis-Spiti across Ladakh and 

Himachal Pradesh; Nanda Devi ς Gangotri in Uttarakhand; and Khangchendzonga ς Tawang across 
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Project Snow Leopard (PSL) was launched in 2009 to promote an inclusive and participatory approach 
to conserve snow leopards and their habitat. 

 Snow Leopard is in the list of 21 critically endangered species for the recovery programme of the 
Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change. 

 
Protection: 

 {ƴƻǿ ƭŜƻǇŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΩ ōȅ L¦/b ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
(Protection) Act 1972. 

 They are listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 
and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), revealing the need for the highest conservation status 
to the species, both globally and in India. 

 
Conservation efforts launched by India are: 

1. Project Snow Leopard (PSL): It promotes an inclusive and participatory approach to conservation that 
fully involves local communities. 

2. SECURE Himalaya: Global Environment Facility (GEF)-United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
funded the project on conservation of high-altitude biodiversity and reducing the dependency of local 
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communities on the natural ecosystem. This project is now operational in four snow leopard range 
states, namely, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Sikkim. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. IUCN Conservation status of snow leopard. 
2. About Project Snow Leopard. 
3. Snow Leopards in India- distribution and 

conservation centres. 
4. About GSLEP. 

5. About Bishkek declaration. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/study-finds-
73-snow-leopards-in-himachal-
pradesh/article33949806.ece/amp/. 

 

2. World Wildlife Day: 
Context: 
In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 3 March ς the day of signature of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973 ς as UN 
World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise awareness oŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 

 The UNGA resolution also designated the CITES Secretariat as the facilitator for the global observance 
of World Wildlife Day. 

 
Theme this year: "Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet". 
 
About CITES: 
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an 
international regulatory treaty between 183 party states. 
Formed in 1973 and regulates the international trade in over 35,000 wild species of plants and animals. 
The focus of the convention is not solely on the protection of species. It also promotes controlled trade that is 
not detrimental to the sustainability of wild species. 
 
How does CITES work? 
The convention works primarily through a system of classification and licensing. 
²ƛƭŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛŎŜǎ L ǘƻ LLLΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ L¦/bΣ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
1964. 

1. Appendix I prohibits trade in species classified as highly endangered. 
2. Appendix II allows trade under very specific conditions. This requires exporting countries obtain a 

permit, but not the importing country. 
3. Appendix III species require only a certificate of origin to be traded. 

National CITES management authorities may issue permits once scientific authorities show non-detriment 
findings. 
CITES is legally binding on state parties to the convention, which are obliged to adopt their own domestic 
legislation to implement its goals. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are exotic species- definition in the 
advisory? 

2. What is CITES? 
3. Classification of species under CITES? 
4. What is Wildlife (Protection) Act? Species 

protected under various schedules of this 
act. 

5. As per the new guidelines, what is the 
procedure to be followed while importing 
new exotic species? 

6. About chief wildlife warden of the state. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of recently issued 
guidelines for import of exotic species in the 
country. 

 

3. What is Species Recovery Programme? 
Context: 
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The National Board for Wildlife and Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change last month 
included the caracal, a medium-sized wildcat found in parts of Rajasthan and Gujarat, in the list of critically 
endangered species. 

 The recovery programme for critically endangered species in India now includes 22 wildlife species. 
 
About Caracal: 

 Besides India, the caracal is found in several dozen countries across Africa, the Middle East, Central and 
South Asia. 

 While it flourishes in parts of Africa, its numbers in Asia are declining. 
 The wildcat has long legs, a short face, long canine teeth, and distinctive ears τ long and pointy, with 

tufts of black hair at their tips. 
 The iconic ears are what give the animal its name τ caracal comes from the Turkish karakulak, 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ŜŀǊǎΩΦ Lƴ LƴŘƛŀΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƛȅŀ ƎƻǎƘΣ ŀ tŜǊǎƛŀƴ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ΨōƭŀŎƪ 9ŀǊΩΦ 

 
Historical Evidences: 
It finds mention in !ōǳƭ CŀȊƭΩǎ !ƪōŀǊƴŀƳŀΣ as a hunting animal 
in the time of Akbar (1556-1605). Descriptions and illustrations 
of the caracal can be found in medieval texts such as the 
Anvar-i-Suhayli, Tutinama, Khamsa-e-Nizami, and 
Shahnameh. 
 
About the Species Recovery Programme: 
It is one of the three components of the Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH). 

 IDWH was started in 2008-09 as a Centrally sponsored Scheme. It is meant for providing support to 
protected areas (national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, conservation reserves and community reserves 
except tiger reserves), protection of wildlife outside protected areas and recovery programmes for 
saving critically endangered species and habitats. 

 

 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About IDWH. 
2. Components under IDWH. 
3. About Species Recovery Programme. 

4. About Caracal. 
5. About Akbarnama. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of IDWH programme. 
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