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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

What is Mandal Judgment? What are the different views of higher judiciary over 

Mandal case in recent years? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains why the Supreme Court thinks the Mandal verdict should be referred to a larger 
Bench. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the Mandal judgment and the different views of higher judiciary over Mandal case in recent 
years. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what Mandal Judgment is. 
Body: 
The question is straight forward and one must explain in detail the Mandal judgment. 
Discuss the issue with quota system, the verdicts so far. 
Explain in detail the past judgments on a ceiling for quotas. Take hints from the article and elucidate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such judgments. 
 Introduction: 

The Second Backward classes commission headed by Indian parliamentarian B.P. Mandal is 

popularly known as ‘Mandal Commission’. It was established in India in 1979 by the Janata Party 

government with a mandate to “identify the socially or educationally backward.” It considered the 

question of seat reservations and quotas for people to redress caste discrimination, and used eleven 

social, economic, and educational indicators to determine backwardness. The commission 

recommended that OBCs should get 27% reservation in jobs in central government services and 

public sector units. 

The decision changed the narrative of Caste that had been the basis of unbridled torture and 

ostracisation into the instrument of social justice. However, it also opened up a Pandora’s Box, 

leading to widespread opposition and vote bank politics. 

Body: 

The Mandal movement: 

 In 1980, the commission’s report affirmed the affirmative action practice under Indian law 

whereby members of Other Backward Classes (OBC), were given exclusive access to a certain 

portion of government Jobs and slots in public universities.  

 27% seats in central government jobs and educational institutions are reserved for the backward 

classes after Mandal Commission recommendations. 
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 In 1990, the then Prime Minister V P Singh announced in the Parliament that the 

recommendations of the Mandal Commission would be implemented, resulting in a paradigm 

shift in the national polity. 

 The announcement witnessed violent protests all over India, especially in northern and western 

India, and many students immolated themselves in protest and a few of them died as well. 

 Following the severe opposition, the issue of OBC reservation reached the Supreme Court in 

1992. 

 The decision of 27% reservation for OBCs was later upheld by the Supreme Court in the Indra 

Sawhney Case.  

 The SC also stated that the only caste was not an indicator of social and educational 

backwardness. 

 To ensure that benefits of the recommendations of the Mandal Commission percolated down to 

the most backward communities, the creamy layer criteria was invoked. 

the different views of higher judiciary over Mandal case in recent years: 

 M.R. Balaji vs State of Mysore (1962) 

 The Supreme Court first ruled that reservation, being a special provision for backward 

classes, should not normally exceed 50%.  

 It held that the order earmarking 68% of seats in engineering, medical and other technical 

courses was a “fraud” on the Constitution.  

 However, it added that it would not attempt to lay down in an inflexible manner what the 

proper percentage of reservation should be.  

 “Speaking generally and in a broad way, a special provision should be less than 50%.  

 The actual percentage must depend upon the relevant prevailing circumstances in each 

case,” it said. 

 State of Kerala vs. N.M. Thomas (1975): 

 the majority of the Bench disagreed with the proposition.  

 It said the special measures in favour of backward classes in Articles 15 and 16 were not 

exceptions to the rule.  

 On the contrary, these were an emphatic way of ensuring equality of opportunity — to 

the point of even making reservations.  

 Justice S.M. Fazal Ali wrote that in his opinion, the 50% norm in Balaji was only a rule of 

caution and does not exhaust all categories. 

 Indra Sawhney: 

 even though most judges agreed that reservation was not an exception to the equality 

norm, the court ultimately laid down the 50% limit.  
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 “Just as every power must be exercised reasonably and fairly, the power conferred by 

Clause (4) of Article 16 should also be exercised in a fair manner and within reasonable 

limit — and what is more reasonable than to say that reservation … shall not exceed 50% 

of the appointments or posts...?”  

 Citing Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s opinion in the Constituent Assembly that reservation should be 

“confined to a minority of seats”, the Bench fixed the maximum permissible quota at 50%.  

 At the same time, it said the strict rule could be relaxed in extraordinary situations given 

the country’s great diversity. 

 Supreme Court, (Sept, 2020): 

 the Supreme Court stayed the implementation of the 2018 Maharashtra law granting 

reservation to Marathas in education and job 

Way forward: 

 Reservation has remained a powerful tool of affirmative action. However, after nearly 75 years 

of independence, India’s socio-economic polity has not transformed as expected. 

 There is an urgent need to ensure that the benefits of reservation reach the really needy and 

deserving. 

 Preparations for Census 2021 are on-going due to the current pandemic. There is still time to 

create an expert group to evaluate the methodology for collecting caste data and include it in 

the Census forms.  

 Losing this opportunity would leave us hanging for another 10 years without good data for 

undertaking sub-categorisation of OBC quota or evaluating claims to OBC status by different 

groups. 

 This should probably be taken as a good opportunity to reshape the nature of affirmative action 

in India. 

 The government will have to expand the economic aspect and create fresh opportunities so that 

people, especially young people, who leave agriculture are absorbed in non-farm sectors. 

 It is time that India made a critical assessment of its affirmative action programmes. 

 The government should consider the economic, political and social wellbeing of the community 

and make a balanced decision. 

 Problems of these castes should be addressed through government schemes and programmes. 

 Progressive steps should be taken to ensure that poorer section among the backward 

communities get the benefit of reservation system. 

 The policy of reservation should be gradually phased out after it serves its purpose. 

The electoral bond scheme disrupts the basic principles of India’s democracy by 

infringing upon the citizens’ ‘right to know’. Evaluate.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 
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Electoral bonds will allow donors to pay political parties using banks as an intermediary. Although 

called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes will not carry any interest. The 

electoral bond, which will be a bearer instrument, will not carry the name of the payee and can be 

bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore. 

Body: 

Rationale behind the electoral bonds: 

 Electoral bonds have been introduced to promote transparency in funding and donation 

received by political parties. 

 The scheme envisages building a transparent system of acquiring bonds with validated KYC and 

an audit trail. A limited window and a very short maturity period would make misuse 

improbable. 

 The electoral bonds will prompt donors to take the banking route to donate, with their identity 

captured by the issuing authority. This will ensure transparency and accountability and is a big 

step towards electoral reform. 

 The previous system of cash donations from anonymous sources is wholly non-transparent. The 

donor, the donee, the quantum of donations and the nature of expenditure are all undisclosed. 

 According to government the system of Bonds will encourage political donations of clean money 

from individuals, companies, HUF, religious groups, charities, etc.  

 After purchasing the bonds, these entities can hand them to political parties of their choice, 

which must redeem them within the prescribed time. 

 Some element of transparency would be introduced in as much as all donors declare in their 

accounts the amount of bonds that they have purchased and all parties declare the quantum of 

bonds that they have received. 

 The electoral bonds are aimed at rooting out the current system of largely anonymous cash 

donations made to political parties which lead to the generation of black money in the economy. 

Findings on Electoral bonds: 

 In the process of vetting the Centre’s electoral bonds scheme in December 2017, the Law 

Ministry repeatedly objected to the Finance Ministry’s stipulation that political parties must 

have a 1% vote share in Lok Sabha or State Assembly elections in order to be eligible for the 

scheme, documents obtained through an RTI query. 

 The documents obtained through RTI show that the Law Ministry recommended the imposition 

of a 6% vote share requirement or the removal of the vote share requirement entirely. 

 The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) also objected to the vote share requirement as 

discriminatory, while political parties themselves were not consulted. 

Electoral bonds can distort democracy due to: 

 The move could be misused, given the lack of disclosure requirements for individuals 

purchasing electoral bonds. 
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 Electoral bonds make electoral funding even more opaque. It will bring more and more black 

money into the political system. electoral bonds would cause a “serious impact” on transparency 

in funding of political parties 

 With electoral bonds there can be a legal channel for companies to round-trip their tax haven 

cash to a political party. If this could be arranged, then a businessman could lobby for a change 

in policy, and legally funnel a part of the profits accruing from this policy change to the politician 

or party that brought it about. 

 The amendments would pump in black money for political funding through shell companies and 

allow “unchecked foreign funding of political parties in India which could lead to Indian politics 

being influenced by foreign companies 

 Companies no longer need to declare the names of the parties to which they have donated so 

shareholders won’t know where their money has gone. 

 They have potential to load the dice heavily in favour of the ruling party as the donor bank and 

the receiver bank know the identity of the person. But both the banks report to the RBI which, in 

turn, is subject to the Central government’s will to know. 

Alternative mechanisms for electoral funding: 

 According to Former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi, an alternative worth exploring is 

a National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 The funds would be allocated to political parties in proportion to the votes they get. Not only 

would this protect the identity of donors, it would also weed out black money from political 

funding. 

 The total cost of MPLADS funding for all MPs is nearly ₹4,000 crore every year, and scrapping the 

scheme even for one year in an MP’s five-year term will be enough to bankroll state funding of 

Lok Sabha candidates. This is a legalized way of allowing MPs and MLAs to shower money on 

their constituencies at state expense. 

 Direct funding of candidates, who will be reimbursed according to their final share of the votes 

cast. 

 The best way to bring about such transparency in political funding is to put a complete ban on 

cash donations by individuals or companies to political parties.  

 Making it mandatory for all parties to receive donations only by cheque, or other modes of 

money transfer. 

 There should be clear provisions for getting tax benefits for all those making such donations. 

 Make it mandatory for political parties to submit details of all donations received with the 

Election Commission and also with the income-tax department. 

 State funding of political parties can be considered. The Indrajit Gupta Committee on State 

Funding of Elections had endorsed partial state funding of recognised political parties. 

 The mechanics of this process need to be carefully worked out to establish the allocation of 

money to national parties, State parties and independent candidates, and to check candidate’s 

own expenditure over and above that which is provided by the state. 
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 Voters have to be made aware through awareness campaigns about ill effects of money power 

during elections. Bringing political parties under the preview of RTI act. 

Conclusion: 

The 255th Law Commission Report on Electoral Reforms observed that opacity in political funding 

results in “lobbying and capture” of the government by big donors. Various commissions, including 

the Election Commission, have given detailed recommendations on suitable remedies. Public 

funding needs to be examined and introduced with proper checks and balances. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Analyse the possible role that e-governance can play in upbringing the local self-

governments in the country. (250 words) 
Reference:  researchgate.net 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The Panchayati Raj Institutions play a major role in the socio and economic development of people at 
the grassroots level. Thus the question. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the current conditions of local self-government in the country. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Firstly explain the significance of Panchayat raj institutions in the country. 
Then discuss the major concerns associated with it. 
Bring out the possible role that e-governance can play in resolving the inherent issues pertaining to 
the local self-government system in the country. 
Hint at the initiatives of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
 Introduction 

If the Panchayats and municipal bodies are to perform efficiently and effectively all the mandated 

tasks, which are increasing day by day, extensive use of Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) is needed. Moreover, there is a strong need to build a "digital inclusive society" where large 

sections of rural population are able to benefit from new technologies; can access and share 

information and services freely and can participate in the development process more effectively. 

Body 

Importance of Self-governance institutions 
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● A democratic form of government must be sustained by a system of vigorous local self-

government institutions.  

● Local government institutions provide an opportunity to the people to participate freely and 

actively in the governance and policy making which they formulate for their respective 

areas. 

● These are necessary to encourage and foster initiative, independence, and enterprise on the 

part of the people.  

● While inaugurating the first local self-government minister’s conference in 1948, our late 

Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru said “local government is and must be the basis of any 

true system of democracy. Democracy at the top may not be a success unless built on its 

foundation from below”.  

● Prof. Laski said “local government offers the best opportunity to the people to bring local 

knowledge, interest and enthusiasm to bear on the solution of their problems. 

● It not only relieves congestion at the centre but it also checks the increasing power of 

democracy. It stands positively for the distribution and diffusion of power leading to 

administrative de- concentration and de- centralization. Being closer to the original base, it 

finds solution for local problems more efficiently (No ‘one size fits all’ approach). 

Role of e-governance in Local self-governments 

● Transparency: Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and transparent. 

● Automation of internal workflow processes of Panchayats: PRIASoft – an online cash-based 

double entry accounting software that implements the Model Accounting System for PRIs, 

has been a major success with 1.2 lakh Panchayats on board and about 65,000 Panchayats 

are making online voucher entries during 2011-2012. 

● Budgeting: Cities such as Bangalore and Pune have experimented with citizen budgeting 

receiving many online budgets. This shows the most important issues that need resources 

from local bodies. 

● Improving delivery of services to citizens: Citizens can be part of governance and  

● Capacity building of Panchayat/Municipality Representatives and Officials: Online 

materials and training to Panchayat representatives can go a long way in achieving  

● Social Audit: Social Audit can become much easier, if the information on all the 

development details are made publicly available. 

● Accountability, Efficiency and RTI compliance of Panchayats: e-governance in local self-

government will lead to better utilisation of funds and decrease the discretionary powers of 

officials. Thereby reducing scope for any misappropriation. 

Conclusion 

The Panchayats being the basic unit for planning and implementation of a large number of schemes 

and services, the e-governance initiatives in this sphere, would also go a long way in improving 

public service delivery through PRIs and municipalities with better outcomes. 
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 “No Panchayati Raj is better than bad Panchayati raj”. Discuss in the context of 

democratic decentralisation in India while weighing its successes and failures. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
73rd and 74th constitutional amendments have often been asked in the exam. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question makes an assertion that it is better to have no Panchayati Raj as compared to bad 
Panchayati Raj because of the faith of people in democratic decentralization will weaken. Hence we 
have to assess the performance of the Act, shortcomings and suggest way forward. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about the Panchayat Raj act. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss about the PRI act. 
Highlights the positives and negatives of the Act. 
Suggest reforms to ensure good governance at the grassroots. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize your answer while highlighting the need for democratic decentralization in India 
Introduction 

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act 1992 is a significant landmark in the evolution of grassroot 

democratic institutions in the country. It transformed the representative democracy into 

participatory democracy. It is a revolutionary concept to build democracy at the grassroot level in 

the country. 

However, after decades of this historic amendment, Panchayati Raj Institutions have remained 

laggard in the developmental process. 

Body 

Success of Panchayati Raj 

Gandhiji’s dream of Gram Swaraj and Oceanic Circles of Power were realised through the Panchayati 

Raj System. 

● The PRIs are the local self-governing bodies that ensure the opportunity for people’s 

participation and involvement in the formulation and implementation of rural development 

programmes. 

● The main objective of Panchayat System in India is to strengthen the base of democracy at 

the grass root level. 

● It was introduced as a real democratic political apparatus which would bring the masses into 

active political control from below, from the vast majority of the weaker, poor sections of 

rural India. 
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● They play the role of a catalytic agent in integrating development of tribal masses in rural 

areas. 

● Plan documents of both the central and state governments and various committees have 

emphasised the importance of these bodies in the polity. Five-year plans have also laid 

special emphasis on the role of Panchayats in rural developments. 

● Rural Development includes measures to strengthen the democratic structure of society 

through the PRIs.  

● PRIs have been used to improve the rural infrastructure, income of rural households and 

delivery systems pertaining to education, health and safety mechanisms. These institutions 

are to be galvanised to become effective instruments of social and economic change at the 

local level. 

● Reservation for women (33%) has increased their presence in the public life. 

Failures of democratic decentralisation especially in Panchayats 

● Overwhelming dependency on government funding: Panchayat’s own resource base to 

raise finances is low and the financial resources are tied to certain schemes and initiatives. 

When Panchayats do not raise resources and instead depend on external funding, people 

are less likely to enforce social audit and efficacy of the schemes. 

● Eg: In case of Urban local bodies, majority of municipalities have not increased 

property tax since many years and have not leveraged the municipal bonds for 

betterment of city infrastructure. 

● Creation of Parallel Bodies: Parallel Bodies have usurped the legitimate space of local 

bodies. For instance, Smart City scheme is being implemented in major cities through Special 

Purpose Vehicles, squeezing the limited space of urban local governance in municipalities. 

● Lack of adequate Devolution: Many states have not devolved the 3F’s of function, funds and 

functionaries, to enable local bodies to discharge their constitutionally stipulated functions. 

● Excessive control by bureaucracy 

● In many Gram Panchayats, Sarpanches have to spend an extra ordinary amount of 

time visiting block Officers for funds and/or technical approval. These interactions 

with the Block staff office distort the role of Sarpanches as elected representatives. 

● Multiple institutions like parastatals, development authorities, public works 

departments, and ULBs themselves report to different departments of the state 

government and have been entrusted with overlapping responsibilities. 

● Poor Infrastructure: It is found that nearly 25% of Gram Panchayats do not have basic office 

buildings. Capacity building of elected representatives is another hindrance in the grass 

roots democracy. In case of urban local bodies, Mayor position is merely cermonial. 

Measures Need to strengthen Panchayats 

● Central Government has started the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan. The campaign is 

undertaken under the name of "Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas". 
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▪ It aims to draw up Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) in the country and 

place them on a website where anyone can see the status of the various 

government’s flagship schemes. 

▪ Gram Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of GPDP for economic 

development and social justice utilizing the resources available to them. 

▪ Government of India formulated E-Panchayat Mission Mode Project for e-

enablement of all the Panchayats, to make their functioning more efficient and 

transparent. 

● Social Audit: The power of social audit was proven by Jan Sunwai in Rajasthan. Transparent, 

third party Social Audit can enable people to hold the representatives accountable. 

● Citizen Participation: In case of Gram Sabhas, their functions and roles must be clearly 

defined as in the PESA Act, to enable to function effectively. 

Conclusion 

The need of the hour is to bring about a holistic change in the lives of people among the villagers by 

uplifting their socioeconomic and health status through effective linkages through community, 

governmental and other developmental agencies. People’s demands for the sustainable 

decentralisation and advocacy should focus on a decentralisation agenda. The framework needs to 

be evolved to accommodate the demand for decentralisation. 

The provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution devolve some essential powers 

to the lower levels in order to cater to the needs of the tribal community. Discuss, while 

examining the modern day challenges faced by the institutions set up under the Sixth 

Schedule. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is themed on the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution and examine its merits and challenges. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the nuances of sixth schedule. 
Body: 
The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram to safeguard the rights of the tribal population in these states. This 
special provision is provided under Article 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the Constitution. 
Discuss its provisions of devolution of powers to the lower levels and benefits associated. 
Then move onto discuss the modern day challenges faced by the institution set up under it. 
Give relevant examples if required to better substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 Introduction: 
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Article 244 in Part X of the Constitution envisages a special system of administration for certain areas 

designated as ‘scheduled areas’ and ‘tribal areas’. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, deals with 

the administration of the tribal areas in the four north-eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 

and Mizoram. 

Body: 

Need for Sixth Schedule: 

 The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram have not assimilated much the life 

and ways of the other people in these states.  

 These areas have hitherto been anthropological specimens. The tribal people in other parts 

of India have more or less adopted the culture of the majority of the people in whose midst 

they live.  

 The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, on the other hand, still have their 

roots in their own culture, customs and civilization.  

 These areas are, therefore, treated differently by the Constitution and sizeable amount of 

autonomy has been given to these people for self-government. 

Sixth Schedule areas: Benefits of devolving powers: 

 The rationale behind the creation of Autonomous District Councils is the belief that 

relationship to the land is the basis of tribal or indigenous identity.  

 The culture and identity of indigenous people can be preserved by ensuring their 

control over land and natural resources, as these factors to a large extent determine 

the lifestyle and culture of the indigenous people. 

  Under the Sixth Schedule, autonomous districts and councils have a varying degree of 

autonomy to frame laws to protect the interests of the tribal. 

 Eg: The Bodoland Territorial Council can make laws on 39 additional subjects such as 

culture, education, health and agriculture, labour and employment, land and 

revenue among others. 

 The District Council and the Regional Council under the Sixth Schedule have real power to 

make laws, possibility on the various legislative subjects, receiving grants-in-aids from the 

Consolidated Fund of India to meet the costs of schemes for development, health care, 

education, roads and regulatory powers to state control.  

 The mandate towards Devolution, de-concentration and divestment determine the 

protection of their customs, better economic development and most importantly ethnic 

security.  

 Furthermore, the Sixth Schedule has certain features that can be implanted in any 

governance model for tribal areas, particularly concepts of constitutional and legislative 

subjects that are exclusive to local governments. 

Issues related to sixth schedule areas: 
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 There are frequent conflicts of interest between the District Councils and the state 

legislatures. For example, in Meghalaya, despite the formation of the State, the whole of the 

State continues to be under the Sixth Schedule causing frequent conflicts with the State 

Government. 

 Various tribal communities with different cultures and customs within one autonomous 

council for example Bodo Council and Chakma Council in Assam. 

 Inflow of migrants has caused demographic imbalances and increased social tensions. 

 The tribal elite have appropriated all the power and common citizens left helpless. 

 Competition among local officials, police and communities has chocked the development 

and has increased resentment among the people. 

 These areas lack political mobilization i.e. Mainstream parties having regionalism, localism 

and communism as political ideology which has drag down the developmental work. People 

here have low political participation. 

 In case of conflict between the District Councils and the State Legislature, the state enjoys 

the superiority, but then it is alleged that autonomous councils are mere platform for 

aspiring politicians who nurture ambitions to contest assembly polls in the future. 

 However, there are certain issues due to which the sixth schedule has ended up creating 

multiple power centers instead of bringing in a genuine process of democratization or 

autonomy in the region such as Conflict of Power, governor functioning and disparity among 

autonomous bodies and local bodies. 

 Thus, despite autonomy, development benefits have not reached the people and caused 

isolation in the region. 

 Newly created Union Territory like Ladakh is also demanding sixth schedule status on par 

with Bodoland Territorial council. 

Conclusion: 

Though issues persist, the Sixth Schedule mandating the state to devolve certain political, 

administrative and fiscal powers to local governments elected by the communities due to which, it 

has been quite successful in countering the so-called Separatist movements, militancy etc, of which 

some have become active insurgencies, as a key issue in North-East. It ensures the tribal culture is 

protected upholding diversity. 

Give an account of the issues that arise due to short tenure of civil servants in India. 

Critically analyse the move of setting up a civil services board in order to address this 

problem. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Governance by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the account of the issues that arise due to short tenure of civil servants in 
India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically discuss the move of setting up a civil services board in order to address this problem. 
Directive: 
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Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give a brief picture of civil servants and their tenure in the country. 
Body: 
Such answers are best explained with examples; discuss the demerits and issues concerned with 
transfers and shot duration of tenures of civil servants in the country. 
Discuss each concern in detail and explain the need for reforms and one such reform is setting up of 
civil services board. 
Present the pros and cons of it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction: 

Good governance and better administration of development is often offered as a plausible solution 

to conflict management. At the heart of this solution are public administrators. Civil servants, no 

matter how dedicated, innovative and efficient they may be, need a stability of tenure to govern 

well. Frequent transfers act as demotivation and a hindrance to make real impact on governance. 

Body: 

Issues due to short tenure of civil servants in India 

 Morale: Frequent transfer has been a concern for most public servants as it adversely 

affected job satisfaction and the effectiveness of their initiatives. 

 Moreover, even public servants suffer from work life imbalance. Their children’s education, 

and family togetherness has placed officers at the mercy of corrupt influences. 

 Frequent transfers also lead to committed bureaucracy and goes against political neutrality. 

It will strengthen the politico-bureaucratic nexus that is detrimental for true democracy and 

good governance in India. 

 Eg: Officers such a s Ashok Khemka were transferred more than 50 times in their 

careers. It can act as a matter of demotivating factor in carrying out their 

responsibilities. 

 Weakening Administration: Public servants need a buffer period of 2-3 months to get 

acquainted to a new position and to head the department they are given the responsibility. 

 It leads to a situation of half-baked cake in implementation and execution of the mandate 

of the public servant. 

 There is also discontinuity of innovative schemes of officials and it leads to unfruitful results 

as it is not seen to completion. 

 The Hota Committee, which argued against frequent transfers, noted that “absence of a 

fixed tenure of officials is one of the most important reasons for tardy implementation of 

government policies, for lack of accountability of officers, for waste of public money because 
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of inadequate supervision of programmes under implementation and for large-scale 

corruption.” 

While fixed tenures have not materialised, the reduction in the last five years in the number of 

transfers, and a corresponding increase in average tenures across both Centre and states, is a silver 

lining. But true, and lasting gains, calls for systemic reforms, and that is not visible at the moment. 

Civil Services Board: Efficacy in solving frequent transfer issue 

 To insulate the bureaucracy from political interference and to put an end to frequent 

transfers of civil servants by political bosses, the Supreme Court had in 2013 directed the 

Centre and the states to set up a civil services board to consider transfers and postings of 

bureaucrats among others. 

 As per rules, all states should have a civil services board to decide on transfers and postings 

of the bureaucrats. 

 The board is mandated to decide on the transfer of a civil servant before completion of his 

or her fixed tenure.  

 The rules mandate the civil services board to submit an annual report on January 1 to the 

central government about the date of the meetings held by them. 

 If the directives of Supreme Court in Prakash Singh case is also made legible for civil servants 

and implemented strictly, the issue of frequent transfers and also politically motivated 

transfers will be resolved. 

Conclusion: 

Transfers often reflect administrative favouritism and create divisions among civil servants. If they 

are done on a political basis, this impacts the neutrality of the civil services. The core values of the 

civil services — neutrality, impartiality and anonymity — cannot be maintained without an efficient 

transfer policy. 

The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 needs to 

fit in with constitution for healthier governance in the Union territory. Elucidate. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The question is in the backdrop of recently passed bill of the Government of National Capital Territory 
of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain in what way the NCR of Delhi bill is not in congruence with the constitution leading 
to dissonance with constitution. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the background of the Bill. 
Body: 
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Present in detail the critical analysis of the Government of NCT of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 
Contents of the Bill: Amendments to Article 239AA – Re-positioning the Government: Expression 
“Government” referred to in any law to be made by Legislative Assembly in Delhi shall mean 
“Lieutenant Governor”. Check on executive action. 
Present the criticisms against the Bill – Violation of separation of power, Undemocratic precedence, 
May induce administrative chaos, Violation of Doctrine of pith and substance etc. 
Support your arguments with suitable observations of the Supreme Court. 
 Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 Introduction: 

The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Lok 

Sabha on March 15, 2021.  The Bill amends the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi 

Act, 1991.   

The Act provides a framework for the functioning of the Legislative Assembly and the government of 

the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi.  The Bill amends certain powers and responsibilities of 

the Legislative Assembly and the Lieutenant Governor. 

Body: 

Provisions of the new Amendment: 

 Restriction on laws passed by the Assembly: The Bill provides that the term “government” 

referred to in any law made by the Legislative Assembly will imply Lieutenant Governor (LG).  

 Rules of Procedure of the Assembly: The Act allows the Legislative Assembly to make Rules to 

regulate the procedure and conduct of business in the Assembly.  The Bill provides that such 

Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha. 

 Inquiry by the Assembly into administrative decisions: The Bill prohibits the Legislative 

Assembly from making any rule to enable itself or its Committees to: (i) consider the matters of 

day-to-day administration of the NCT of Delhi and (ii) conduct any inquiry in relation to 

administrative decisions.   Further, the Bill provides that all such rules made before its 

enactment will be void. 

 Assent to Bills: The Act requires the LG to reserve certain Bills passed by the Legislative 

Assembly for the consideration of the President.  These Bills are those: (i) which may diminish 

the powers of the High Court of Delhi, (ii) which the President may direct to be reserved, (iii) 

dealing with the salaries and allowances of the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and members of the 

Assembly and the Ministers, or (iv) relating to official languages of the Assembly or the NCT of 

Delhi.   

 The Bill requires the LG to also reserve those Bills for the President which incidentally cover any 

of the matters outside the purview of the powers of the Legislative Assembly. 

 LG’s opinion for executive actions: The Act specifies that all executive action by the 

government, whether taken on the advice of the Ministers or otherwise, must be taken in the 

name of the LG.  The Bill adds that on certain matters, as specified by the LG, his opinion must 

be obtained before taking any executive action on the decisions of the Minister/ Council of 

Ministers.   
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Criticism of the Bill: 

 While purporting to implement the Supreme court judgement in 2018, the Bill has, in fact, 

planted several curbs on the functioning of the legislative assembly of Delhi as well as its council 

of ministers. 

 The amendment contradicts the right of the legislature to frame rules for the conduct of its own 

proceedings. It is the privilege inherent in every legislature to conduct its own proceedings as 

per the rules made by it. 

 Another amendment, if passed, has very serious consequences. It says that the Delhi assembly 

shall not make rules to enable itself or its committees to consider matters of day-to-day 

administration.  

 It further says that no rule shall be made by the assembly to conduct inquiries in relation to 

administrative decisions and if such a rule exists now, it will become void after this amendment 

comes into force. 

 Every democratic legislature has the inherent right to scrutinise the decisions taken by the 

executive, which flows from the executive being responsible to the legislature. 

  Executive accountability is the essence of the parliamentary system of government, which is a 

part of the basic structure of the constitution. 

 The Bill also requires the government to obtain the LG’s opinion on decisions before executive 

action is taken, which runs counter to the constitutional bench’s specific interpretation on the 

need to inform but not to have to wait for a return of the LG’s opinion, something which could 

take days, or never come. 

 This amendment nullifies the decision of the Supreme Court which has clearly held that the 

elected government of Delhi can take all decisions within its jurisdiction and execute them 

without obtaining the concurrence of the LG. 

Conclusion: 

The Supreme Court had adopted the principles of democracy and balanced federalism as the basis 

for its decision to give unfettered freedom to the elected government to carry out its decisions. The 

above amendment Bill while nullifying the decision of the Supreme Court does not attempt to 

change its basis. On the contrary, as the statement of objects and reasons indicates, the Bill tries to 

define the responsibilities of the elected government and the LG in line with the constitutional 

scheme of governance of the NCT of Delhi. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Anti Defection law has reduced legislators to being accountable primarily to the party 

and failed to preserve the stability of governments. Critically Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by M. Laxmikanth. 
Why the question: 
This question is the part of static syllabus of G-S-2. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To comment of the effectiveness of the anti-defection law in preventing defections. 
Directive: 
Critically comment – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘comment’ is prefixed, we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and 
form an overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start your answer with brief description of anti-defection law in the country. 
Body: 
Mention briefly what is Anti-Defection law, its importance but how it has been misused. Mention 
about the working of Anti-Defection law, the issues concerning the same. 
Also, mention the importance of intra-party debates and dissent and the effect of anti-defection law 
on healthy democracy. 
Present relevant court judgments to substantiate your stand wherever required. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is a need to define the procedure clearly and set a definite and reasonable time 
limit for each step of the process, ensuring transparency. 
 Introduction: 

The Anti-Defection Law was passed in 1985 through the 52nd Amendment to the Constitution, 

which added the Tenth Schedule to the Indian Constitution.  The main intent of the law was to 

combat “the evil of political defections” which may be due to reward of office or other similar 

considerations.  The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. However, there are several 

issues in relation to the working of this law. 

Body: 

Grounds for disqualification: 

 If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

 Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or  

 Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party.   

 However, if the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 

15 days from such voting or abstention, the member shall not be disqualified.  

 If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election.   

 If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

Exception: 

 Merger: A person shall not be disqualified if his original political party merges with another, and:  

 He and other members of the old political party become members of the new political 

party, or  

 He and other members do not accept the merger and opt to function as a separate 

group.  
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 This exception shall operate only if not less than two-thirds of the members of party in the 

House have agreed to the merger. 

Power to disqualify: 

 The Chairman or the Speaker of the House takes the decision to disqualify a member.    

 If a complaint is received with respect to the defection of the Chairman or Speaker, a member of 

the House elected by that House shall take the decision. 

Advantages of anti-defection law: 

 Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance.  

 Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 

 Promotes party discipline.  

 Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 

 Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 

 More concentration on governance is possible. 

 Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 

Challenges posed by anti-defection law: 

 The anti-defection law raises a number of questions, several of which have been addressed by 

the courts and the presiding officers.  

 The law impinges on the right of free speech of the legislators: 

 This issue was addressed by the five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 

1992 (Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachilhu and others). The court said that “the anti-defection 

law seeks to recognise the practical need to place the proprieties of political and 

personal conduct…above certain theoretical assumptions.” It held that the law does not 

violate any rights or freedoms, or the basic structure of parliamentary democracy. 

 Doubts regarding “voluntarily” resigning from a party: 

 According to a Supreme Court judgment, “voluntarily giving up the membership of the 

party” is not synonymous with “resignation”.  

 It has interpreted that in the absence of a formal resignation by the member, the giving 

up of membership can be inferred by his conduct. 

 In other judgments, members who have publicly expressed opposition to their party or 

support for another party were deemed to have resigned 

 Regarding Whips: 

 Political parties issue a direction to MPs on how to vote on most issues, irrespective of 

the nature of the issue.  
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 It restricts a legislator from voting in line with his conscience, judgement and interests of 

his electorate.  

 Such a situation impedes the oversight function of the legislature over the government, 

by ensuring that members vote based on the decisions taken by the party leadership, 

and not what their constituents would like them to vote for. 

 Challenging the decision of the presiding officer in the courts: 

 The law states that the decision is final and not subject to judicial review. There are 

several instances that presiding officers take politically partisan view. 

 The Supreme Court struck down part of this condition. It held that there may not be any 

judicial intervention until the presiding officer gives his order. However, the final 

decision is subject to appeal in the High Courts and Supreme Court. 

Various Recommendations to overcome the above challenges: 

 Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms: Disqualification should be limited to 

following cases: 

 A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party 

 A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote 

of confidence or motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when 

the government was in danger. 

 Law Commission (170th Report) 

 Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.  

 Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection law.  

 Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is 

in danger.  

 Election Commission 

 Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the 

binding advice of the Election Commission. 

Conclusion: 

The anti-defection law seeks to provide a stable government by ensuring the legislators do not 

switch sides. The true objective to enhance the credibility of the country’s polity by addressing 

rampant party-hopping by elected representatives should be pursued rather than using it as a 

political tool to pursue narrow interests of party. 

Lawmaking should not be a mechanical stamping of the government’s legislative 

proposals but their careful examination by the Parliament. Discuss this statement in the 

light of the role played by parliamentary committees. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by M. Laxmikanth. 
Why the question: 
This question is part of static syllabus of G-S-2. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss what parliamentary committees are and explain in what way they ensure legislatures and 
executive’s efficiency and accountability. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time according to the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. Parliamentary 
committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and Article 
118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business). 
Body: 
In the answer body explain in what way these committees play important role in ensuring legislature 
and executive efficiency and accountability in following ways – The deliberations and scrutiny by 
committees ensure that Parliament is able to fulfill some of its constitutional obligations in a 
politically charged environment. They also help in obtaining public feedback and building political 
consensus on contentious issues. They help develop expertise in subjects, and enable consultation 
with independent experts and stakeholders. The committees perform their functions without the 
cloud of political positioning and populist opinion etc. They increase the efficiency and expertise of 
Parliament. Their reports allow for informed debate in Parliament. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Parliamentary committees increase the efficiency, expertise of Parliament and act as 
check and balance which must be constituted at the earliest. 
 Introduction: 

In the Indian Parliament, a Parliamentary Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members 

of Parliament. It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time 

according to the provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. 

Both houses of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha have similar Committee structures with a 

few exceptions. Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of 

Parliament members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its 

procedure and conduct of business). 

The Parliament of India has been a victim of the coronavirus pandemic. The Budget session ended 

early — and rightly so, given the surge in Covid-19 cases. The monsoon session has not been 

scheduled yet. Given the compulsions of social distancing, the predicament of officials in coming up 

with a workable formula to ensure that India’s most important democratic institution is functional — 

but safe — is understandable 

 

Body: 

Significance of Parliamentary Standing Committees: 

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are an instrument of Parliament 

for its own effective functioning.  

 Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 31 

 The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of 

individual parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, 

intensive and better-informed discussions. 

 Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which 

allows them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full 

and open Houses where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

 Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of 

experts in dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is drawn 

into law-making.  

 Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, 

which are answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step 

further and hear from senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for more 

detailed discussions. 

 This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes closely. 

Role of committees: 

 Support Parliament’s work. 

 Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Grants, analyse legislation and scrutinise the 

government’s working. 

 Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 

 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and referred 

to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

Challenges faced: 

 Current challenges during COVID-19:  

 virtual meetings of panels have not been allowed, and physical meetings are difficult given 

that Members of Parliament (MPs) are spread out across the country, with difficulties in 

mobility and state-specific quarantine rules 

 The Parliamentary rules doesn’t allow virtual meetings of the Parliamentary committees. 

 The need for secrecy — which may not be possible during a virtual meeting is another 

major concern. 

 Insisting on physical meetings — just recently, MPs who attended a committee meeting had 

to go into quarantine because a staff of a committee secretariat tested positive — isn’t 

wise. 

 Other challenges: 

 Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should 

cost MPs their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a 
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meeting of chairpersons of the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu 

recently. 

 Eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the ongoing session of Parliament have been passed, 

which makes it a highly productive session after many years.  

 But these Bills have been passed without scrutiny by parliamentary standing committees, 

their purpose being to enable detailed consideration of a piece of legislation. 

 After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, parliamentary standing committees have not 

been constituted as consultations among parties are still under way.  

 Partly as a result of this, the Bills were passed without committee scrutiny. They were 

discussed in Parliament over durations ranging between two and five hours.  

Measures needed: 

Immediate measures: 

 Ensuring the use of technological platforms which are secure, and owned and vetted by the 

government.  

 The prime minister, for instance, uses video conference facilities for a range of meetings; Same 

can be replicated for the legislature too. 

Long-term measures: 

 Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. The 

knowledge gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other 

stakeholders.  

 Their work could be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific 

research staff. 

 The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in 

order to strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 

 Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary 

committee for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to 

speed up legislative business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-

making body.  

 Mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of 

legislative business. 

Conclusion:  

India is confronted by a range of serious issues, from the pandemic to economic distress, from the 

security threat from China to rapidly changing global geopolitics. All of them require careful 

examination. MPs have a role in providing inputs, scrutinizing the executive’s approach, involving 

domain experts in the discussion, and ensuring accountability. Thus, the PSC act as check and 

balance which must be constituted at the earliest. 
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“Constitutionally, the American Senate is the more powerful than Indian Rajya Sabha”. 

Do you agree? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to bring out a fair comparison of powers of American senate and that of Rajya 
Sabha of India and highlight in what way former is constitutionally stronger than the later. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the bicameral nature of both the constitutions. 
Body: 
In bicameral legislature, the upper house is setup to provide representation to the states and to 
prevent any hasty decisions by the lower house. In USA, the upper house of Congress is known as 
Senate, whereas in India such body is called Rajya Sabha. 
Then explain the Upper house’s power against Lower house in both cases. 
Then talk about Upper house’s power against Executive. 
Explain that American federalism is a result of the agreement among the states. Therefore, to 
provide adequate strength / effective checks and balances to the states against the Union Executive, 
their senate is given more powers than any upper house in the world -including Rajya Sabha of India. 
Conclusion: 
Thus from the above features, it is evident that US Senate is much powerful than any upper house in 
the world -including the Rajya Sabha of India. 
 Introduction: 

The Rajya Sabha in India and the American Senate in USA are the upper houses or second chamber 

of the Parliament. In a bicameral legislature, the upper house is setup to provide representation to 

the states and to prevent any hasty decisions by the lower house. 

Body: 

American Senate more powerful than Rajya Sabha: 

 Joint Session: In the Senate, Vice President (Chairman of Senate) presides over the session, 

while it is the Speaker in India.  

 Budget: In India, Rajya Sabha does not vote on demand for grants. In USA, finance bill, 

appropriation bill, originates in the lower house but must be passed by Senate separately. 

 Money Bill: Rajya Sabha cannot reject a money bill. The senate has the power to reject the 

same. 

 Representation of States: Each state in USA has two representatives in the State. Even 

territorially small states with less population have equal representation on par with bigger 

states. In India, representation is based on population. 

 Foreign Policy: Senate must advise and ratify the treaties negotiated by the President. (US 

Constitution Article II Section2). In India, this is done by the executive, parliament 

participation comes into picture only if a law is to be passed. 
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 Appointment to key posts: US Secretary of State, Treasury, US Judges, attorneys, 

ambassadors, chairmen of regulatory bodies such as American RBI (US Federal Reserve), 

American SEBI (Securities and Exchange Commission SEC), even military appointments and 

promotions have to be confirmed by Senate. 

 Rajya Sabha does not have this power. The only power is to create an All-India 

Service. 

 Impeachment: Lower house of USA brings charges and accusations. Senate holds 

investigation trial, and has 2/3rd majority requirement for removal. In other words, only 

Senate can act as Judge & Jury. 

Conclusion: 

American federalism is a result of the agreement among the states. Therefore, to provide adequate 

strength and effective checks and balances to the states against the Union Executive, their senate is 

given more powers than any upper house in the world -including Rajya Sabha of India. Thus, from 

the above features, it is evident that US Senate is much powerful than the Rajya Sabha of India. 

Explain the mechanism for examining the constitutionality of government bills in Indian 

parliamentary system. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express  , Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II.   
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to examine the mechanism for ensuring constitutionality of 
government bills in the country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with importance of constitutional procedure involved in passage of a bill. 
Body: 
The answer is straightforward and one must briefly put forth the procedure suggested in the Indian 
constitution for examining the constitutionality of government bills in Indian parliamentary system. 
Parliament has three mechanisms for examining whether a government bill adheres to constitutional 
principles. First, any member of the Parliament can oppose the introduction of a bill by stating that it 
initiates legislation outside the legislative competence of the Parliament. There is limited debate, and 
the house in which the bill is getting introduced does not delve into constitutional niceties. MPs also 
get an opportunity to discuss a bill’s constitutionality while debating it in the Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha. But on both these occasions, the strength of the argument does not determine the legislative 
outcome. The Parliament’s decision depends on the numbers that the treasury and opposition 
benches command on the house floor. So, when the treasury benches have the numbers, the 
government faces no difficulty getting its legislative proposals through Parliament. 
Conclusion: 
Present the shortcomings and conclude with suggestions. 
Introduction: 
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The basic function of Parliament is to make laws. All legislative proposals have to be brought in the 

form of Bills before Parliament. A Bill is a statute in draft and cannot become law unless it has 

received the approval of both the Houses of Parliament and the assent of the President of India. The 

process of law making begins with the introduction of a Bill in either House of Parliament. A Bill can 

be introduced either by a Minister or a member other than a Minister. In the former case, it is called 

a Government Bill and in the latter case, it is known as a Private Member's Bill. A Bill undergoes 

three readings in each House, i.e., the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, before it is submitted to the 

President for assent. 

Body: 
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The mechanism for examining the constitutionality of government bills in Indian parliamentary 

system: 
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 The ministry drafts a text of the proposed law, which is called a ‘Bill’, after calling comments 

from other ministries, and even from the public.  The draft is revised to incorporate such inputs 

and is then vetted by the Law Ministry. It is then presented to the Cabinet for approval.  

 After the Cabinet approves the Bill, it is introduced in Parliament. In Parliament, it goes through 

three Readings in both Houses.  

 During the First Reading the Bill is introduced. The introduction of a Bill may be opposed and the 

matter may be put to a vote in the House.  

 After a Bill has been introduced, the Bill may be referred to the concerned Departmentally 

Related Standing Committee for examination.  

 The Standing Committee considers the broad objectives and the specific clauses of the Bill 

referred to it and may invite public comments on a Bill. It then submits its recommendations in 

the form of a report to Parliament.  

 In the Second Reading (Consideration), the Bill is scrutinized thoroughly. Each clause of the Bill is 

discussed and may be accepted, amended or rejected. The government, or any MP, may 

introduce amendments to the Bill.  However, the government is not bound to accept the 

Committee’s recommendations.  

 During the Third Reading (Passing), the House votes on the redrafted Bill.  

 If the Bill is passed in one House, it is then sent to the other House, where it goes through the 

second and third readings.  

 After both Houses of Parliament pass a Bill, it is presented to the President for assent.   He/She 

has the right to seek information and clarification about the Bill, and may return it to Parliament 

for reconsideration. 

 If both Houses pass the Bill again, the President has to assent. 

 After the President gives assent, the Bill is notified as an Act. 

Conclusion: 

Before passing the legislative baton to the Parliament, the government puts its bills through legal 

vetting and inter-ministerial consultations. Then, it is the responsibility of the legislature to satisfy 

itself that the legislation before it is constitutional. Lack of robust scrutiny processes weakens its 

image as the highest legislative institution and encourages judicial encroachment on its powers. 

“Sixth schedule of the Indian constitution has been successful in protecting the tribal 

culture and inclusivity”. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to analyse the success and achievements of sixth schedule of the Indian 
constitution. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Sixth Schedule in the Indian Constitution established Autonomous District Councils (ADC) in four 
northeastern states, namely Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. These ADCs envisage 
protecting and preserving tribal culture. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Talk about the origin of sixth schedule, The Sixth Schedule was originally intended for the 
predominantly tribal areas (tribal population over 90%) of undivided Assam, which was categorized 
as “excluded areas” under the Government of India Act, 1935 and was under the direct control of the 
Governor. 
Then discuss the concerns associated and assess the success of it till date. 
Conclusion: 
Special constitutional protections are indeed required for marginalized sections to ensure that 
historical wrongs done to them are reversed and not repeated, but it has denied justice to the non-
tribals, who have lived in ADCs for generations but ended up marginalized. 
 Introduction 

Article 244 in Part X of the Constitution envisages a special system of administration for certain areas 

designated as ‘scheduled areas’ and ‘tribal areas’. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, deals with 

the administration of the tribal areas in the four north-eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 

and Mizoram. 

Body 

The rationality behind the special arrangements in respect of only these four states lies in the 

following:  

● The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram have not assimilated much the life 

and ways of the other people in these states.  

● These areas have hitherto been anthropological specimens. The tribal people in other parts 

of India have more or less adopted the culture of the majority of the people in whose midst 

they live.  

● The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, on the other hand, still have their 

roots in their own culture, customs and civilization.  

● These areas are, therefore, treated differently by the Constitution and sizeable amount of 

autonomy has been given to these people for self-government. 

Sixth Schedule areas: Role in protecting tribal culture 

● The rationale behind the creation of Autonomous District Councils is the belief that 

relationship to the land is the basis of tribal or indigenous identity.  

▪ The culture and identity of indigenous people can be preserved by ensuring their 

control over land and natural resources, as these factors to a large extent determine 

the lifestyle and culture of the indigenous people. 

●  Under the Sixth Schedule, autonomous districts and councils have a varying degree of 

autonomy to frame laws to protect the interests of the tribal. 
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▪ Eg: The Bodoland Territorial Council can make laws on 39 additional subjects such as 

culture, education, health and agriculture, labour and employment, land and 

revenue among others. 

● The District Council and the Regional Council under the Sixth Schedule have real power to 

make laws, possibility on the various legislative subjects, receiving grants-in-aids from the 

Consolidated Fund of India to meet the costs of schemes for development, health care, 

education, roads and regulatory powers to state control.  

● The mandate towards Devolution, de concentration and divestment determine the 

protection of their customs, better economic development and most importantly ethnic 

security.  

● Furthermore, the Sixth Schedule has certain features that can be implanted in any 

governance model for tribal areas, particularly concepts of constitutional and legislative 

subjects that are exclusive to local governments. 

Issues related to sixth schedule areas 

● There are frequent conflicts of interest between the District Councils and the state 

legislatures. For example, in Meghalaya, despite the formation of the State, the whole of the 

State continues to be under the Sixth Schedule causing frequent conflicts with the State 

Government. 

● Various tribal communities with different cultures and customs within one autonomous 

council for example Bodo Council and Chakma Council in Assam. 

● Inflow of migrants has caused demographic imbalances and increased social tensions. 

● The tribal elite have appropriated all the power and common citizens left helpless. 

● Competition among local officials, police and communities has chocked the development 

and has increased resentment among the people. 

● These areas lack political mobilization ie. Mainstream parties having regionalism, localism 

and communism as political ideology which has drag down the developmental work. People 

here have low political participation. 

● In case of conflict between the District Councils and the State Legislature, the state enjoys 

the superiority, but then it is alleged that autonomous councils are mere platform for 

aspiring politicians who nurture ambitions to contest assembly polls in the future. 

● However, there are certain issues due to which the sixth schedule has ended up creating 

multiple power centers instead of bringing in a genuine process of democratization or 

autonomy in the region such as Conflict of Power, governor functioning and disparity among 

autonomous bodies and local bodies. 

● Thus, despite autonomy, development benefits have not reached the people and caused 

isolation in the region. 

● Newly created Union Territory like Ladakh is also demanding sixth schedule status on par 

with Bodoland Territorial council. 

Conclusion 
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Though issues persist, the Sixth Schedule mandating the state to devolve certain political, 

administrative and fiscal powers to local governments elected by the communities due to which, it 

has been quite successful in countering the so-called Separatist movements, of which some have 

become active insurgencies, as a key issue in North-East. 

“The creation of union territories is an expression of India’s geography”, Discuss in the 

light of recent creation of the union territory of Ladakh and J&K. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the recent state of affairs being witnessed in the erstwhile state of J&K which 
has been bifurcated into two UTs. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the relevance and context of Indian geography and the formation of UTs. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short discuss about the UTs in India. The constitutional status and provisions associated with them. 
Body: 
Explain in short, the reasons for which the union territories came into existence in India. 
Explain the reasons behind the creation of each union territory 
Evaluate how it helped in geographical continuity and state in what way they are an Expression of 
India’s geography. Discuss the impact of having UTs in general on various aspects of the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
Introduction: 

A union territory is a type of administrative division in the Republic of India. Unlike the states of 

India, which have their own governments, union territories are usually federal territories governed 

directly by the central Government of India. 

The Central government on August 5 did away with the special status awarded to Jammu and 

Kashmir by abrogating certain provisions of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. The government 

also introduced the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill in the Rajya Sabha, bifurcating the State 

into two Union Territories (UT) — Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. The UT of Jammu and Kashmir 

will have a legislature, similar to Delhi and Puducherry, while the UT of Ladakh will not, mirroring 

UTs like Chandigarh and Daman and Diu. 

Body: 

UTs- the history: 

 After independence in 1947, States were divided into 4 lists: Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D. 

 In 1956, States reorganization act was passed and mostly states mentioned in Part C and 

Part D were either merged into states mentioned in Part A and Part B and left were termed 

as union territories. 
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 So, in 1956, Andaman and Nicobar, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura and Laccadive 

minicoy and amindivi island (later collectively becomes Lakshadweep) were 6 union 

territories of India. 

 Then, Goa, Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Puducherry ceded to Indian. Some 

Union territories like Himachal Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura later gained statehood. 

 So, now only 7 union territories remain Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Dadra 

and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Puducherry and Chandigarh. 

Reasons behind creation of UTs: 

 Small population and land size: The union territories (except Delhi) has very small 

populations and land size comparing to a state hence, running legislative assembly and a 

council of ministers for them will cost additional burden to exchequer. 

 Strategic locations: Lakshadweep and Andaman and Nicobar Islands are far west and east 

end of our country and they are quite far from mainland hence it is easier to govern them 

directly through Central government because they are very strategically important for India 

and in case of any emergency, Indian government can directly act there. 

 Protection of indigenous cultures: Some of the union territories have different culture than 

surrounding state like Dadra and nagar haveli, Daman and Diu (Portuguese), Puducherry 

(French) and most recently Ladakh. 

 Administrative importance: Delhi and Chandigarh are two union territories which are 

important as administrative capital of India and administrative capital of Haryana and 

Punjab. So, control of these union territories is important for Indian government. 

 Security situation and general backwardness: Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are located 

on the borders neighbouring Pakistan and China. Having faced aggressions from both 

nations and constant terror incidents, the state was economically lagging despite natural 

resources. 

Constitutional status: 

 Article 1 (1) of the Indian constitution says that India shall be a “Union of States”, which are 

elaborated under Parts V (The Union) and VI (The States) of the constitution. 

 Article 1 (3) says the territory of India comprises the territories of the states, the union 

territories and other territories that may be acquired. 

 The concept of union territories was not in the original version of the constitution, but was 

added by the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1956. 

 citizenship (part II), fundamental rights (part III), Directive Principles of State Policy (part IV), 

Judiciary role, the Union Territories (part VIII), Article 245, etc. are applicable to union 

territories as it refers specifically to Territories of India. 

 The executive power of Union (i.e. union of states only) rests with President of India. 

President of India is also chief administrator of union territories per Article 239. 
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 As per Article 240 (2), supreme power is accorded to the President in regulating the affairs of 

the all the union territories except Chandigarh, NCT and Puducherry, including powers to 

override the laws made by Parliament and the constitution of India. 

 Union territories with their own elected legislatures and governments: Puducherry, National 

Capital Territory of Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir (proposed from 31 October 2019), 

Conclusion: 

The Parliament has the power to redraw the political map of India. Over the years, the UTs are 

formed keeping in mind the geographical and other strategic factors. The direct control of the Union 

Government will help the socio-politico and economic developments of the UTs. 

Discuss the factors that have led to deterioration in Parliament’s functioning in India. 

Suggest what needs to be done. (250 Words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Through its oversight function, Parliament holds the government accountable and ensures that 

policies are efficient and in keeping with the needs of citizens.  In addition, parliamentary oversight 

is essential to prevent arbitrary and unconstitutional action by the government. 

The Budget session of Parliament ended recently, two weeks ahead of the original plan, as many 

political leaders are busy with campaigning for the forthcoming State Assembly elections. 

Body: 

Erosion of Parliamentary oversight: 

 the fiscal year 2020-21 saw the Lok Sabha sitting for 34 days (and the Rajya Sabha for 33), the 

lowest ever. 

 The casualty was proper legislative scrutiny of proposed legislation as well as government 

functioning and finances. 

 During the session, 13 Bills were introduced, and not even one of them was referred to a 

parliamentary committee for examination. 

 Many high impact Bills were introduced and passed within a few days.  

 The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021, which is the Bill 

to change the governance mechanism of Delhi — shifting governance from the legislature and 

the Chief Minister to the Lieutenant Governor — was introduced on March 15 in the Lok Sabha, 

passed by that House on March 22 and by Rajya Sabha on the March 24.  

 Another Bill, the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2021, 

amends the Mines and Minerals Act, 1957 to remove end-use restrictions on mines and ease 

conditions for captive mines; this Bill was introduced on March 15 and passed by both Houses 

within a week.  

 A Bill — The National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) Bill, 2021 — 

to create a new government infrastructure finance institution and permit private ones in this 

sector was passed within three days of introduction.  
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 The Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021, the Bill to increase the limit of foreign direct investment 

in insurance companies from 49% to 74% also took just a week between introduction and 

passing by both Houses.  

 In all, 13 Bills were introduced in this session, and eight of them were passed within the session. 

 Importance bills were passed without being referred to Parliamentary Committees. 

 The percentage of Bills referred to Parliamentary committees declined from 60% and 71% in the 

14th Lok Sabha (2004-09) and the 15th Lok Sabha, respectively, to 27% in the 16th Lok Sabha 

and just 11% in the current one. 

 When bills are not sent to committees, then we mostly get to see the political aspect of the 

debate taking place. 

 The Finance Bills, over the last few years, have contained several unconnected items such as 

restructuring of tribunals, introduction of electoral bonds, and amendments to the foreign 

contribution act. 

 Disruption of parliamentary proceedings has become the norm which further erodes 

parliamentary oversight as it reduces time for debate.  

Reasons for erosion of Parliamentary oversight: 

 Covid-19 pandemic was the reason given by the government for the cancellation of zero hour, 

last year. 

 Urgency to pass bills to achieve reforms invites guillotine closure. Ex: Farms Bills, Abrogation of 

Article 370. 

 Lack of Leader of Opposition and effective opposition. 

 Single party dominance in the Lok Sabha.  

 Discussion on matters of controversy and public importance: By virtue of their very nature, 

controversial topics appear to be those matters that have an adverse effect on a region, a State, 

or the country as a whole and dominate the contemporaneous news cycle. There have been a 

number of instances where matters of public importance have been raised by members by 

means of incessant disruptions, rather than through permissible devices with the leave of the 

Speaker or the Chairman. 

 Grandstanding by the leaders and members of the opposition: Most disruptions have been 

initiated by members of the opposition parties. This is because the transaction of business in the 

Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha is, in some sense, as is only to be expected, driven by the 

government and subject to the interplay between various political groups and their associated 

ideologies 

 Privileging Party over Member: The spate of large-scale disruptions may also be attributable to 

the privileging of the political party over the individual parliamentarian in the democratic setup. 

The anti-defection law, which is codified under the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution 

and which endeavours to prevent the breach of faith of the electorate by an MP is a key 

manifestation of such privileging.  
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 Disruptions may help ruling party evade responsibility: The maximum number of disruptions 

have been found to take place in the Question Hour and the Zero Hour. While these disruptions 

are largely attributable to the behaviour of members of the opposition, they may also be a 

consequence of executive action. 

 Lack of dedicated time for unlisted discussion: Disruptions also get triggered due to lack of 

adequate time for raising questions and objections in respect of matters that are not listed for 

discussion in a particular, or during a particular session. 

 Scarce resort to disciplinary powers: Another systemic reason why disruptions are not 

effectively prevented relates to the scarce resort to disciplinary powers by the Speaker of the 

Lok Sabha and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. As a result, most members engaging in 

disorderly conduct are neither deterred nor restrained from engaging in such conduct. 

Implications:  

 Government taking ordinance route 

 Affects the governance of executive as important legislations gets delayed 

 Wastage of public money 

 Ineffectiveness of representative democracy 

 opportunities of holding government accountable are being lost 

Way forward: 

 The normal modalities of Question Hour and Zero Hour must be restored immediately when the 

Pandemic situation improves. 

 According to the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (NCRWC), 

DRSCs should be periodically reviewed so that the committees which have outlived their utility 

can be replaced with new ones. 

 Given the increasing complexity in matters of economy and technological advancement there is 

a need for setting up new parliamentary committees. 

 Major reports of all Committees should be discussed in Parliament especially in cases where 

there is disagreement between a Committee and the government. 

 Have a calendar of sittings announced at the beginning of each year so that members can plan 

better for the whole year.  

 A deep understanding of parliamentary history and traditions and, the constitutional role and 

responsibilities of the Indian legislature is necessary. 

 Law makers must think about institutional reforms needed for strengthening the overall role of 

parliament.  

 The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution recommended that the Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha should meet at least 120 and 100 days a year respectively. 

Conclusion: 
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A considerable amount of legislative work gets done in these smaller units of MPs from both Houses, 

across political parties. In most of the Committees, public is directly or indirectly associated when 

memoranda containing suggestions are received, on-the-spot studies are conducted and oral 

evidence is taken which helps the Committees in arriving at the conclusions. Thus, Parliamentary 

Committees acts as vibrant link between the Parliament, the Executive and the general public. 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

What are Electoral bonds? Critically examine its role in ensuring transparency in 

electoral financing. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of electoral bonds. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of electoral bonds and examine its role in ensuring transparency in electoral 
financing. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the concept of electoral bonds. 
Body: 
Under the electoral bond scheme, an electoral bond, issued in the nature of a promissory note, can 
be bought by any Indian citizen or company incorporated in India. The scheme allows parties to 
receive these bonds. 
This new instrument of political party funding is aimed to ensure greater transparency by addressing 
the issue of anonymous financing. It sought to eliminate black money from the system. 
Present their merits and demerits. Discuss its role in ensuring transparency in electoral financing. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its significance. 
 Introduction: 

An electoral bond is like a promissory note that can be bought by any Indian citizen or company 

incorporated in India from select branches of State Bank of India. The citizen or corporate can then 

donate the same to any eligible political party of his/her choice. The bonds are similar to bank notes 

that are payable to the bearer on demand and are free of interest. An individual or party will be 

allowed to purchase these bonds digitally or through cheque. 

Body: 

Electoral bonds will allow donors to pay political parties using banks as an intermediary. Although 

called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes will not carry any interest. The 

electoral bond, which will be a bearer instrument, will not carry the name of the payee and can be 

bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore. 

Rationale behind introduction of the electoral bonds: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/ensuring-trust-in-the-electoral-process/article34022063.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 47 

 Electoral bonds have been introduced to promote transparency in funding and donation 

received by political parties. 

 The scheme envisages building a transparent system of acquiring bonds with validated KYC and 

an audit trail. A limited window and a very short maturity period would make misuse 

improbable. 

 The electoral bonds will prompt donors to take the banking route to donate, with their identity 

captured by the issuing authority. This will ensure transparency and accountability and is a big 

step towards electoral reform. 

 The previous system of cash donations from anonymous sources is wholly non-transparent. The 

donor, the donee, the quantum of donations and the nature of expenditure are all undisclosed. 

 According to government the system of Bonds will encourage political donations of clean money 

from individuals, companies, HUF, religious groups, charities, etc.  

 After purchasing the bonds, these entities can hand them to political parties of their choice, 

which must redeem them within the prescribed time. 

 Some element of transparency would be introduced in as much as all donors declare in their 

accounts the amount of bonds that they have purchased and all parties declare the quantum of 

bonds that they have received. 

 The electoral bonds are aimed at rooting out the current system of largely anonymous cash 

donations made to political parties which lead to the generation of black money in the economy. 

Findings on Electoral bonds: 

 In the process of vetting the Centre’s electoral bonds scheme in December 2017, the Law 

Ministry repeatedly objected to the Finance Ministry’s stipulation that political parties must 

have a 1% vote share in Lok Sabha or State Assembly elections in order to be eligible for the 

scheme, documents obtained through an RTI query. 

 The documents obtained through RTI show that the Law Ministry recommended the imposition 

of a 6% vote share requirement or the removal of the vote share requirement entirely. 

 The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) also objected to the vote share requirement as 

discriminatory, while political parties themselves were not consulted. 

Electoral bonds and transparency: 

 The move could be misused, given the lack of disclosure requirements for individuals 

purchasing electoral bonds. 

 Electoral bonds make electoral funding even more opaque. It will bring more and more black 

money into the political system. electoral bonds would cause a “serious impact” on transparency 

in funding of political parties 

 With electoral bonds there can be a legal channel for companies to round-trip their tax haven 

cash to a political party. If this could be arranged, then a businessman could lobby for a change 

in policy, and legally funnel a part of the profits accruing from this policy change to the politician 

or party that brought it about. 
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 The amendments would pump in black money for political funding through shell companies and 

allow “unchecked foreign funding of political parties in India which could lead to Indian politics 

being influenced by foreign companies 

 Companies no longer need to declare the names of the parties to which they have donated so 

shareholders won’t know where their money has gone. 

 They have potential to load the dice heavily in favour of the ruling party as the donor bank and 

the receiver bank know the identity of the person. But both the banks report to the RBI which, in 

turn, is subject to the Central government’s will to know. 

Alternative mechanisms for electoral funding: 

 According to Former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi, an alternative worth exploring is 

a National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 The funds would be allocated to political parties in proportion to the votes they get. Not only 

would this protect the identity of donors, it would also weed out black money from political 

funding. 

 The total cost of MPLADS funding for all MPs is nearly ₹4,000 crore every year, and scrapping the 

scheme even for one year in an MP’s five-year term will be enough to bankroll state funding of 

Lok Sabha candidates. This is a legalized way of allowing MPs and MLAs to shower money on 

their constituencies at state expense. 

 Direct funding of candidates, who will be reimbursed according to their final share of the votes 

cast. 

 The best way to bring about such transparency in political funding is to put a complete ban on 

cash donations by individuals or companies to political parties.  

 Making it mandatory for all parties to receive donations only by cheque, or other modes of 

money transfer. 

 There should be clear provisions for getting tax benefits for all those making such donations. 

 Make it mandatory for political parties to submit details of all donations received with the 

Election Commission and also with the income-tax department. 

 State funding of political parties can be considered. The Indrajit Gupta Committee on State 

Funding of Elections had endorsed partial state funding of recognised political parties. 

 The mechanics of this process need to be carefully worked out to establish the allocation of 

money to national parties, State parties and independent candidates, and to check candidate’s 

own expenditure over and above that which is provided by the state. 

 Voters have to be made aware through awareness campaigns about ill effects of money power 

during elections. Bringing political parties under the preview of RTI act. 

Discuss the virtues and shortcomings of the concept of “One nation, One election” for 

Indian polity. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
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The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, part Indian polity and theme elections.   
Key Demand of the question: 
One must evaluate the pros and cons of the concept of “One nation, One election” for Indian polity. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain first what is ‘One Nation, One Election’. 
Body: 
It refers to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, Panchayats and Urban local 
bodies simultaneously, once in five year. 
Discuss the concerns with existing election system (frequent elections); Massive expenditure, Policy 
paralysis, Impact on delivery of essential services, Burden on crucial manpower , pressure on political 
parties etc.  
Then talk about the benefits of simultaneous elections such as – Governance and consistency, 
Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration, Continuity in policies and programmes, Efficiency 
of Governance etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
 Introduction: 

Simultaneous elections refer to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, 

Panchayats and Urban local bodies simultaneously, once in five years. The idea of holding elections 

simultaneously is in news after it got a push from Prime Minister and ex-President of India. However, 

political parties are divided on the issue of holding simultaneous elections 

The political parties of Kashmir recently impressed upon the Election Commission of India (ECI) to 

hold the assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir simultaneously with the upcoming Lok Sabha 

elections  

Body: 

The Law Commission of India has also proposed holding simultaneous state and general elections 

and has sought public opinion on its recommendations regarding the same. Simultaneous elections 

were held in India during the first two decades of independence. 

Merits of Simultaneous elections: 

 Governance and consistency: 

 The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance rather than having to 

be in campaign mode forever. 

 Parties and workers spending too much time and money in electioneering can make use of 

the time for social work and to take people-oriented programmes to the grassroots. 

 To overcome the “policy paralysis and governance deficit” associated with imposition of 

the Model Code of Conduct at election time which leads to putting on hold all 

developmental activities on that area and also affects the bureaucracy’s functioning. 

 Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration: 
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 The entire State and District level administrative and security machinery will be busy with 

the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years as per the current practice. 

 Expenditure can be reduced by conducting simultaneous elections. 

 It is felt that crucial manpower is often deployed on election duties for a prolonged period 

of time. If simultaneous elections are held, then this manpower would be made available 

for other important tasks. 

 For instance, for the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, which was held along with 4 state assemblies 

saw the deployment of 1077 in situ companies and 1349 mobile companies of Central 

Armed Police Force (CAPF). 

 Continuity in policies and programmes: 

 Will limit the disruption to normal public life associated with elections, such as increased 

traffic and noise pollution. 

 Large numbers of teachers are involved in the electoral process which causes maximum 

harm to the education sector. 

 Efficiency of Governance: 

 Simultaneous elections can bring the much-needed operational efficiency in this exercise. 

 Populist measures by governments will reduce. 

 Curbs Vices: 

 During frequent elections there is increase in “vices” such as communalism, casteism, 

corruption and crony capitalism. 

 Simultaneous elections can also be a means to curb corruption and build a more conducive 

socio-economic ecosystem.  

 The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections are held at a time. 

Challenges to simultaneous elections: 

 Illiteracy: 

 Not all voters are highly educated to know who to vote for. They may get confused and may 

not know whether they are voting for candidates contesting assembly or parliament 

elections. 

 IDFC study says that there is 77% chance that the Indian voter will vote for the same party 

for both the state and centre, when elections are held simultaneously. 

 Evidence from Brazil, Argentina, Canada, Germany, the US and Europe supports the idea 

that elections that are held simultaneously produce greater alignment between national 

and regional election outcomes. 

 Functional issues: 
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 Frequent elections bring the politicians back to the voters, create jobs and prevent the 

mixing of local and national issues in the minds of the voters. 

 There is a dearth of enough security and administrative officials to conduct simultaneous 

free and fair elections throughout the country in one go. 

 Changes in Constitution and Legislations: 

 The following constitutional changes need to be made: 

 Amendments needed in the following articles: 

 Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament need an amendment 

 Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president) 

 Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures) 

 Article 174 (relating to dissolution of state assemblies) 

 Article 356 (on President’s Rule). 

 The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be amended to build in 

provisions for stability of tenure for both parliament and assemblies. This should include 

the following crucial elements: 

 Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate procedures required for 

simultaneous elections 

 A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the 1951 act 

 Articles 83 and 172 along with articles with articles 14 and 15 of the 1951 act be 

appropriately amended to incorporate the provision regarding remainder of the term i.e.., 

post mid elections, the new loksabha/assembly so constituted shall be only for the 

remainder of the term of the previous loksabha or assembly and not for a fresh term of five 

years. 

 Constructive vote of no confidence: 

 The 170th law commission report suggested a new rule i.e., rule 198-A has to be added to 

rules of procedure and conduct of business in Lok Sabha and similar amendment to such 

rules in the state legislatures. 

 The report suggested introduction of motion of no confidence in the incumbent 

government along with a motion of confidence in the alternative government. 

 To avoid premature dissolution of the house/state assemble in case of Hung parliament 

/assembly and to advance simultaneous elections the rigour of anti-defection law laid under 

in tenth schedule be removed as an exception. 

 Local and national issues will get mixed up distorting priorities. 

 The terms of different state governments are ending on separate dates and years. 

 Spirit of Constitution: 
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 One nation, one election” would make sense if India were a unitary state. So “one nation, 

one election” is anti-democratic. 

 Simultaneous elections threaten the federal character of our democracy. 

 Frequent elections act as checks and balances on the functioning of elected 

representatives. 

Way forward: 

 Any changes must require both a constitutional amendment and judicial approval that they do 

not violate the “basic structure” of the Constitution. 

 A focused group of constitutional experts, think tanks, government officials and 

representatives of political parties should be formed to work out appropriate implementation 

related details. 

 Other alternatives should be explored to reduce election related expenses like 

 State funding of elections 

 Decriminalisation of politics 

 Bringing in transparency in political funding 

 Setting up National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 One year one election as suggested by Election Commission can be executed by amending 

Section 15 of the RP Act 1951. If the six-month stipulation is extended to nine or 10 months, 

elections to all states, whose term is expiring in one year, can be held together. 

 The Law Commission of India in its report of 1999 has dealt with the problem of premature and 

frequent elections. It had recommended an amendment of this rule on the lines of the German 

Constitution, which provides that the leader of the party who wants to replace the chancellor 

has to move the no-confidence motion along with the confidence motion. If the motions 

succeed, the president appoints him as the chancellor. 

 If such an amendment to Rule 198 is made, the Lok Sabha would avoid premature 

dissolution without diluting the cardinal principle of democracy that is a government 

with the consent of the peoples’ representatives with periodical elections. 

 It will also be consistent with the notion of collective responsibility of the government to 

the House as mentioned in Article 75 (3) of the Constitution. 

Conclusion: 

Election Commission’s idea of “one year one election” will better suited as it will require fewer 

amendments to the constitution, it will respect the essence of the exercise of popular will, unlike 

one nation one election which prioritizes economic costs of elections over the exercise itself, it will 

avoid clubbing of national and state issues, it will not disturb federalism much, not much issues 

generated by emergencies like need to hold by-election etc. will be addressed by this option. 

Discuss the need for reforms in the electoral politics of India . (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
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Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, part Indian polity and theme elections.  
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for reforms in the electoral politics of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Talk about significance of elections to Indian democracy first. 
Body: 
India is a vibrant democracy with people electing their representatives at several levels beginning 
from local bodies & panchayats to the Parliament. 
Elections in India (world’s second-most populous country) seek overwhelming popular participation, 
where electoral candidates try to woo the voters by promising long-term reforms, such as better 
governance, greater socioeconomic equity, poverty alleviation, etc. 
However, corrupt politicians with criminal records, caste- and religion-based politics, and allegations 
of vote-buying; have defeated the very purpose of such democratic process. 
Discuss in detail the issues and then suggest reforms accordingly. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 Introduction: 

India is a vibrant democracy with people electing their representatives at several levels beginning 

from local bodies and panchayats to the Parliament. Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has termed 

Indian experience with democracy as a remarkable success story. However, he also pointed out two 

distortions which need to be addressed urgently and those are use of enormous money power in 

politics and elections and the increasing attempts to entice the voters with short term benefits at 

the cost of long term goals of basic amenities, infrastructure, quality education, healthcare, growth 

and job opportunities etc 

Body: 

Electoral reforms refer to the initiatives undertaken with an objective to strengthen the electoral 

processes. They are necessary due to the dynamism displayed in the politics of India. Bringing about 

reforms from time to time is necessary in order to establish India as a democratic republic as 

outlined in the preamble and other constitutional principles. 

Need for electoral reforms: 

 Criminalization of politics: 40% of LS and 23% of RS MPs have criminal background. 

 Money and muscle power still influencing election outcomes. 

 Electoral participation is only 66% in 16th LS elections. So, there is need to increase electoral 

participation. 

 Women constitute only 11.3% in the 16th LS. 

 Role of EC – more Powers should be awarded. Appointments to EC need to be more transparent. 

 Political funding – Highly non-transparent and corruption prone zone. 
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 Victimization of voters – through booth and constituency profiling. 

System of election financing in India: 

The system is two-tiered – based on parties and candidates. The parties are required to disclose 

income but not expenditure, while it’s the other way round for candidates. 

 The parties, whose main source of income comes from donations by individuals and 

corporations, use loopholes in the law to avoid disclosing identities of even the big individual 

donors. As regards corporate donations, despite the availability of tax breaks, most of it is done 

off-the-books mainly to avoid reprisals in case the opposing party wins. 

 On the other hand, the candidates grossly underreport expenditure while actually spending far 

higher than the legal limits allow. Most of the illegal spending by candidates comes from the 

assistance given to them by their parties which carry greater financial heft, and have no ceiling 

on expenditure. 

Measures needed: 

 Prescribe a ceiling for political parties’ expenditure, like that for the candidates. 

 Consider state funding of political parties (not elections) with independent audit and a 

complete ban on private donations. 

 Enforce internal democracy and transparency in the working of the political parties. Bring them 

under the RTI. 

 Set up an independent national election fund where all tax-free donations could be made. It 

could be operated by the ECI or any other independent body. 

 Accept the ECI’s proposal to legally empower it to cancel elections where credible evidence of 

abuse of money has been found. 

 Debar persons against whom cases of heinous offences are pending in courts from contesting 

elections. 

 Empower the ECI to de-register those political parties which have not contested any election for 

10 years and yet benefited from tax exemptions. 

 Make paid news an electoral offence with two years’ imprisonment by declaring it a “corrupt 

practice” (Sec 100 RP Act) and “undue influence” (Sec 123(2)). 

Election commission of India (ECI) suggestions: 

 Election commissioners should be given the security of tenure similar to chief election 

commissioner. 

 ECI should have contempt power same as the court in India. Frequent contempt affects the 

dignity of the institution. 

 There should be transparency in the funding of political parties. 

 ECI should be given the power to make rules under Representation of people act 1951. 

 ECI should have the power to audit the accounts of political parties. 
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 Election to the legislative assembly and to the parliament should be conducted simultaneously. 

 Debar the candidate from contesting election if the criminal cases are pending against him. 

 Make paid news an offence. 

 Do not allow one candidate to contest from more than one constituency. 

The law commission of India’s suggestions: 

 The political parties should be brought under the ambit of the RTI. 

 There should be internal democracy in political parties. 

 greater financial accountability of parties 

 opening party affairs to public 

 experimenting with State Funding of election model to check black money in elections; among 

others. 

The government has taken following actions as per the recommendations of ECI and law 

commission- 

 NOTA was introduced to provide an alternative to the voters. 

 Limitation on funding to political parties, Electoral bond was introduced to improve the 

transparency in electoral funding. 

However, on Govt’s part, except for the recent proposal for electoral bonds and the ceiling on cash 

donations from anonymous sources, the Parliament has rejected other proposals with following 

excuses: 

 Under vindictive politics candidates often try to sabotage the rival candidates with false 

complaints 

 EC cannot be a body at par with the judiciary to try for contempt 

 suggesting RoPA to be more than sufficient a measure to tame erring legislators etc. 

Way Forward: 

 We have a very successful experience with democracy over the last 70 years but Vice- 

President’s concerns are also very genuine. 

 Political parties have to rise on this occasion and maintain self-discipline. 

 There are many instances where people have rejected money and freebies but instead of people 

rejecting, the political parties should compete with each other on this issue. 

 Legislation will also not do much. 

 Need to educate people more and more to not indulge in this. 

 There should be limits on spending of political parties too. 

Conclusion: 
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However, there is a need of more innovative reforms to ensure – internal democracy, financial 

accountability in parties. A slew of reforms like use of vote- totalizer machines to protect voters’ 

privacy, simultaneous elections, penal provisions for compliance of Sec 29C, statutory backing to 

MCC, bringing political parties in RTI ambit, further increasing transparency in pol-funding, measures 

to increase political participation, etc. are needed for a strengthening our democracy. 

Deliberate the implications of the Supreme Court judgment on the appointment of the 

State Election Commissioner and the conduct of local body elections. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
In a recent judgment Supreme Court has boosted independence of SECs in holding local body 
elections. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail effects of such a judgment and its utility and associated challenges  in the conduct of 
local body elections. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the highlights of the SC Judgment. 
Body: 
The answer body must analyse the challenges faced by the local governments and the recent 
judgment of the Supreme Court in reference to the State Election Commissioner. 
Discuss the Issues related to local bodies in India. 
Present the constitutional position of the local body elections. 
Talk about the Supreme Court observation on giving the Law Secretary an additional charge as SEC. 
Point at the grey area – In practice, most States appoint retired bureaucrats as SECs. Whether the 
apex court’s decision would have a bearing on those who are no more serving State governments 
remains to be seen. 
However, it is clear that these governments will now have to find a way to appoint to the office only 
those who are truly independent and not beholden to it in any manner. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Political parties should accept the new reality, respect the views of the Supreme Court 
and should avoid controlling the local body elections like in the past. 
 Introduction: 

The Supreme Court said State Election Commissioners (SECs) across the country should be 

independent, and not persons holding office with the central government or a state government. 

The observation came in a case relating to the municipal elections in Goa. 

Body: 

Issues with local body elections: 

  Even though more than a quarter century has elapsed since the Constitution was amended 

to make urban and rural local bodies a self-contained third tier of governance, it is often 

agreed by experts that there is inadequate devolution of powers to them.  
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 This may somewhat explain their relative lack of autonomy. However, an entirely different 

facet of the way these local bodies function is that the manner in which their 

representatives are elected is often beset by controversies.  

 Local polls are often marred by violence, and charges of arbitrary delimitation and 

reservation of wards.  

 A key factor in any local body polls being conducted in a free and fair manner is the extent to 

which the State Election Commissioner, the authority that supervises the elections, is 

independent and autonomous.  

 Unfortunately, most regimes in the States appoint senior bureaucrats from among their 

favourites to this office.  

 In practice, SECs frequently face charges of being partisan. Routine exercises such as 

delimiting wards, rotating the wards reserved for women and Scheduled Castes and fixing 

dates for the elections become mired in controversy as a result, as the Opposition tends to 

believe that the exercise is being done with the ruling party’s interest in mind. 

Implications of recent judgement by Supreme court 

 It is in this backdrop that the Supreme Court’s judgment declaring that a State Election 

Commissioner should be someone completely independent of the State government 

acquires salience.  

 It has described the Goa government’s action in asking its Law Secretary to hold additional 

charge as SEC as a “mockery of the Constitutional mandate”.  

 By invoking its extraordinary power under Article 142 of the Constitution, the Court has 

asked all SECs who are under the direct control of the respective State governments to step 

down from their posts.  

 In practice, most States appoint retired bureaucrats as SECs. Whether the apex court’s 

decision would have a bearing on those who are no more serving State governments 

remains to be seen.  

 However, it is clear that these governments will now have to find a way to appoint to the 

office only those who are truly independent and not beholden to it in any manner. The 

verdict will help secure the independence of SECs in the future.  

 More significantly, the Court has boosted the power of the election watchdog by holding 

that it is open to the SECs to countermand any infractions of the law made by the State 

government in the course of preparing for local body polls.  

Conclusion: 

Regimes in the States would have to wake up to the reality that they cannot always control the local 

body polls as in the past. It is a welcome move by Supreme court boosting State Election 

Commission’s powers, to conduct free and fair elections even at the last tier of governance. 
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What is the concept of Right to reject? In what way Right to reject a candidate in 

elections promises systemic political reforms in India? Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Print 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court has sought responses from the Centre and the Election Commission of India (EC) 
on a PIL seeking that an election result should be nullified if NOTA (‘None of the above’ option) gets 
the most votes. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of Right to reject and explain in what way Right to reject a candidate in elections 
promises systemic political reforms in India. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of right to reject. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Briefly explain the evolution of NOTA system in India. 
Discuss the benefits of right to reject a candidate; Empower voters to express their discontent, Bring 
Systemic Changes in Political culture, Right to reject will check corruption, criminalization, casteism, 
communalism, linguisim, and regionalism etc. 
Then move onto tracing the progress made on nota leading to right to reject. 
Explain in what way Right to reject a candidate in elections promises systemic political reforms in 
India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the existing NOTA system is not the same as the right to reject. The current PIL over 
NOTA, thus is part of a wider debate about the voters’ ‘right to reject’ — and the form that it should 
take. It is a necessary precondition to ensure Good governance, which is the motivating factor behind 
the right to reject. 
 Introduction: 

Right to Reject is a condition when Rejection/Negative Votes win majority, it results in re-election. 

The Right to reject empowers electors to not choose any of the candidates during an election. This 

choice is opted by the voter when he/she feels that none of the candidates in a candidacy deserves 

to be elected. Under this system, when there is a majority percentage of negative/neutral votes, the 

election results are nullified and a new election is conducted. This re-election is termed as a run-off 

election. 

Body: 

Background: 

Supreme Court recently issued notices to the Centre and the Election Commission of India (ECI) on a 

petition filed in November 2020 to nullify election results and hold fresh polls if NOTA secures 

maximum votes. The petitioner, a BJP leader, has claimed merely having a NOTA button in voting 

machines does not fully enforce the principle of “right to reject”. 

India is one of the countries having a negative voting system. Before the Electronic Voting Machines 

(EVMs) were introduced, voting was done via ballot papers. During this period, the voters had a 
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choice to put the ballot paper without marking against any candidates. This is to enable voters to 

reject all candidates. Such votes were considered as NOTAs. 

The Supreme Court, in September 2013, upheld the right of voters to disapprove all candidates 

contesting the elections, saying it would go a long way in cleansing the political system of the 

country. The apex court directed the Election Commission to have an option of ‘None of the above’ 

(NOTA) on the electronic voting machines (EVMs) and ballot papers in a major electoral reform. 

Provision of NOTA: 

 It was introduced in India following the 2013 Supreme Court directive in the People’s Union for 

Civil Liberties v. Union of India judgment. 

 India became the 14th country to institute negative voting.  

 However, NOTA in India does not provide for a ‘right to reject’.  

 The candidate with the maximum votes wins the election irrespective of the number of NOTA 

votes polled. 

 The EVMs have the NOTA option at the end of the candidates’ list.  

 Earlier, in order to cast a negative ballot, a voter had to inform the presiding officer at the polling 

booth.  

 A NOTA vote doesn’t require the involvement of the presiding officer. 

Right to reject: 

 The ‘right to reject’ was first proposed by the Law Commission in 1999. 

 Similarly, the Election Commission endorsed ‘Right to Reject’, first in 2001, under James 

Lyngdoh [the then CEC], and then in 2004 under S. Krishnamurthy [the then CEC], in its 

Proposed Electoral Reforms. 

 Besides, the ‘Background Paper on Electoral Reforms’, prepared by the Ministry of Law in 2010, 

had proposed that if certain percentage of the vote was negative, then election result should 

be nullified and new election held. 

Need for Right to Reject: 

In 2009, 162 out of 543 MPs had declared criminal cases against them, while in the current 

Parliament, there are 233 out of 539. Twenty-nine per cent MPs are charged with heinous offences, 

including rape and murder. 

Current limitations of NOTA: 

 NOTA in India does not provide for a ‘right to reject’. The candidate with the maximum votes 

wins the election irrespective of the number of NOTA votes polled. 

 The NOTA votes have not been accounted while calculating votes polled by candidates for 

making them eligible (1/6th of valid votes) for getting back their security deposits. 

 An Association of Democratic Reforms analysis says that since 2013 till March 2018, NOTA has 

secured a total of 1.33 crores votes from all assemblies and Lok Sabha polls combined. 
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 Election Commission currently has no plenary power to call a fresh election even if NOTA 

secures highest votes. 

Way Ahead: 

 rejecting the contesting candidates and electing new ones if NOTA gets the maximum votes is 

not just necessary for free and fair elections, but also essential for de-criminalisation of politics.  

 A direction not to allow candidates who secure votes less than NOTA to recontest is also 

necessary. 

 Maharashtra State Election Commission (MSEC) in June 2018 made an order for local body polls 

that fresh elections should be held if NOTA ‘emerges winner’. 

 Haryana’s SEC issued a similar notification on 22 November 2018, but went a step further and 

modified the law to make all those candidates who individually secure less votes than NOTA 

ineligible from re-filing their nominations to contest in the follow-up elections. 

 Election Commission of India should follow suit to call a fresh election if NOTA secures highest 

votes. 

 To give greater sanctity to NOTA and even order a fresh election, Rule 64 of Conduct of Election 

Rules will have to be amended and can be done by the law ministry. It will not require 

Parliament sanction. 

 To start off with, the candidates who lose to NOTA should not be allowed to contest elections 

for a defined period of time. 

 While NOTA is definitely providing a voice to dissent, it needs to be accompanied with efforts to 

raise voter awareness to prevent the misuse of this measure. 

Conclusion: 

NOTA emanates from our fundamental right of ‘Right to liberty’ and ‘Freedom of Expression’ as it 

gives a way for the voter to register her consent or discontent for candidates chosen by the political 

parties. NOTA as an electoral option will become a meaningful means of negative voting only if it 

becomes a ‘right to reject’ rather than being a symbolic instrument to express resentment as it is 

now. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

Decentralized systems are the quintessential patrons of simplicity. The 15th Finance 

Commission missed its chance to fix imbalances and pre-empt deeper political 

discontent over federalism. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The 15th FC report is unprecedented in the history of independent India, coming as it does after a 
major pandemic and being the first one after the imposition of a nationwide goods and services tax 
(GST). 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To analyze the 15th FC recommendations and comment on the overall nature of the report with 
regards to fix imbalances with respect federalism. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The 15th Finance Commission tenure was extended by a year, requiring it to give an interim report 
first, with its work culminating in a virtual zero-visibility zone as the COVID-19 pandemic broke out 
months before its deadline. 
Body: 
In the body, talk about the various issues concerning the 15th Finance commission. Then write about 
the various aspects of the report presented by the FC. 
Pair of balanced scales maintained by the 15th FC, States’ share in the divisible pool of taxes, States’ 
share in the divisible pool of taxes, sanitation and water services etc. 
Talk about the major concerns from the certain shortcomings of the report. New fiscal framework, 
more cesses and surcharges, undermines cooperative fiscal federalism, dilutes the joint responsibility 
and power equation between the states and local bodies etc. 
Conclusion: 
Sum it off with a balanced judgement regarding the recommendations of the 15th FC. 
Introduction: 

A finance commission is set up every five years by the President of India under Article 280 of the 

Constitution. Its main function is to recommend how the Union government should share taxes 

levied by it with the states. These recommendations cover a period of five years. The Fifteenth 

Finance Commission led by Chairman N K Singh, submitted its Report to the President of India. 

Body: 

The government has accepted the Fifteenth Finance Commission’s recommendation to maintain the 

States’ share in the divisible pool of taxes to 41% for the five-year period starting 2021-22. Given the 

impact of the covid outbreak, it delivered its report in two parts, one referring to the pandemic 

period 2020-21 and the other to a further five-year span from 2021 to 2026. The 15th FC report is 

unprecedented in the history of independent India, coming as it does after a major pandemic and 

being the first one after the imposition of a nationwide goods and services tax (GST). 

 

Important recommendations of 15th FC: 
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 The Centre has accepted much of the Commission’s broad recommendations, including 

giving States a 41% share of the divisible pool of taxes and revenue deficit grants of 

nearly ₹2.95-lakh crore for 17 States over the next five years. 

 It has also acceded to the Commission’s suggestion to make grants towards urban and rural 

local bodies conditional upon States setting up their own finance commissions and 

publishing online the accounts of local bodies. 

 And 60% of these grants will be further linked to these bodies’ providing sanitation and 

water services. 

 There is an ‘in-principle’ nod to the panel’s suggestion to set up a non-lapsable dedicated 

fund to support defence and internal security modernisation — a response to the Centre’s 

belated request to examine if such a fund can be considered for funding defence capex 

beyond normal Budget allocations. 

 While the panel has suggested moving ₹1.53-lakh crore out of the Consolidated Fund of 

India over five years to partly finance this, the Centre has said the funding nitty-gritties will 

be examined later. 

 States would monitor how the modalities here evolve, even as they have reason to fret 

about the Centre’s non-committal response to the Commission’s recommendations of 

sector-specific and other grants for them adding up to about ₹1.8-lakh crore. 

 Health & Disaster Risk Management: 

 The 15th Finance Commission has recommended that the spending on health by states 

should be increased to more than 8 per cent of their budget by 2022. 

 The commission also noted the need to constitute an All India Medical and Health 

Service as envisaged under Section 2A of the All-India Services Act, 1951 given the inter-

State disparity in the availability of medical doctors. 

 The commission has recommended health grants amounting to Rs. 70,051 crores for 

urban health and wellness centres (HWCs) and other block-level healthcare units. 

 The remaining grant worth Rs 31,755 crore has been suggested for the health sector and 

Rs. 15,265 crores for critical care hospitals, which includes Rs. 13,367 crores for general 

States and Rs 1,898 crore for NEH States. 

 The commission has also recommended Rs. 13,296 crores for training of the allied 

healthcare workforce. 

 The Commission has recommended that mitigation funds should be set up at both state 

and national levels in line with Disaster Management Act provisions. 

 The fund will be used for local level and community-based interventions that help reduce 

risks and promote environment-friendly settlements and livelihood practices. 

 The commission has recommended Rs.1,60,153 crores for States for disaster management 

for 2021-26, of which the centre’s share will be Rs. 1,22,601 crore and States’ share Rs. 

37,552 crores. 
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 On horizontal devolution, while the 15th Finance Commission agreed that the Census 2011 

population data better represents the present need of States, to reward the states that 

have done better on the demographic front, 15th FC has assigned a 12.5 per cent weight to 

the demographic performance criterion. 

 The commission has also re-introduced tax effort criterion to reward fiscal performance. 

Criticisms: 

 The 15th FC devolves 41% of the Centre’s divisible pool of revenues to states. This number is 

exactly the same as that recommended by the previous FC with an adjustment for the new 

status of Jammu and Kashmir as a Union Territory. 

 There is material shrinkage in the relative size of the divisible pool because surcharges and 

cesses, which are not counted in that pool, have increased materially from about 10% of the 

total pool in 2010 to about 20%. 

 The 15th FC has also left unsaid its views on the practice of increasing surcharges and cesses, 

perhaps preferring discretion 

 The timid ‘don’t rock the boat’ approach of the 15th FC, taken together with creeping cesses and 

surcharges, has more or less put paid to the idea of “cooperative federalism".  

 For example, the Centre today shares only about 5% ( ₹1.80) of the excise and cess it receives 

from the approximately ₹32 per litre of diesel it charges above the market price of the global 

commodity. 

 Performance based incentives disincentivizes independent decision-making. Any conditions on 

the state's ability to borrow will have an adverse effect on the spending by the state, particularly 

on development thus, undermines cooperative fiscal federalism. 

 It does not hold the Union government accountable for its own fiscal prudence and dilutes the 

joint responsibility that the Union and States have. 

 Incentive-based devolution to local bodies, while good in theory, will likely exacerbate the 

problem before delivering on its promise. 

 The sharp imbalance between the Centre and states, between states and local bodies, and even 

across states based on inclusiveness criteria like income distance, has the seeds of deep political 

discontent sown within it. 

Conclusion: 

The recommendations made by the Finance Commission are of an advisory nature only and 

therefore, not binding upon the government. It is up to the Government to implement its 

recommendations on granting money to the states. 

As N.T. Rama Rao said, India lives in the States. If the Centre takes them along, it might help attain 

the balance envisaged by the Commission, which is needed to drive the country onto a double-

engine growth trajectory from the current nadir. 
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Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

“The Government is the master of the country and the Prime Minister is the master of 

the Government.” In this context, discuss the Functions and Powers of the Prime 

Minister as the head of the government. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the powers and functions of the Prime minister and expand the 
significance of the statement in the question. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the brief introduction highlighting the role of PM in Indian polity. 
Body: 
The question is straight forward and doesn’t require much deliberation. 
Firstly, discuss the functions and powers of the Prime Minister in detail, one can have the following 
aspects covered: 
 He recommends persons who can be appointed as ministers by the president. The President can 
appoint only those persons as ministers who are recommended by the Prime Minister. 
 He allocates and reshuffles various portfolios among the ministers. 
He can ask a minister to resign or advise the President to dismiss him in case of difference of opinion. 
He presides over the meeting of council of ministers and influences its decisions. 
 He guides, directs, controls, and coordinates the activities of all the ministers. 
He can bring about the collapse of the council of ministers by resigning from office. 
Discuss other functions too. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the role of the Prime Minister in the parliamentary government is so significant and 
crucial that observers like to call it a „Prime Ministerial government. 
 Introduction: 

The prime minister of India is the leader of the executive of the Government of India. The prime 

minister is also the chief adviser to the President of India and head of the Council of Ministers. They 

can be a member of any of the two houses of the Parliament of India—the Lok Sabha (House of the 

People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of the States). The prime minister selects and can dismiss 

members of the cabinet; allocates posts to members within the government; and is the presiding 

member and chairperson of the cabinet. The Union Cabinet headed by the prime minister is 

appointed by the president of India to assist the latter in the administration of the affairs of the 

executive. Union cabinet is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha as per article 75(3) of the 

Constitution of India. 

Body: 

Functions of the Prime Minister: 
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• Formation of the Council of Minister: 

 Article 75, provides that the Prime Minister is appointed by the President and other 

ministers shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

 While appointing Council of Minister, He keeps in his mind- 

• He must include people of different caste, religion, etc. 

• He must give representation to all the states, UTs, and regions. 

• Removal of Ministers: 

 No minister can stay in the council of ministers against the wishes of the Prime Minister. 

 The PM can demand the resignation of such a minister. If a particular minister does not 

resign then the PM can ask the President to dismiss him or he can submit his own 

resignation. 

 The Ministers can be removed by the President on the recommendation of the Prime 

Minister. 

• Leader of the Cabinet: 

 The PM is the chairman or the leader of the cabinet. 

 He convenes the meetings, prepares the agenda for the meetings and controls and guides 

the discussion in the meetings. 

 The PM is the Maker, the Leader, the Chairman and the Destroyer of the Cabinet. 

• Allocation of Portfolios: 

 It is an undisputed privilege of the Prime Minister to allocate portfolios to his ministers. 

Which particular department is to be given to which minister is determined by him.  

 Any minister objecting to such an allotment invites the wrath of the Prime Minister and can 

get completely ignored from the ministry. 

• Coordination among different departments: 

 The PM acts as the General Manager and the Chief Coordinator. 

 It is his responsibility to coordinate the activities of all the departments and to secure co-

operation amongst all the departments. 

 For these purposes, he called the meetings of different departments and coordinate their 

work. 

• The link between the President and the Council of Ministers: 

 The PM is the main link between the President and the Council of Ministers. 

 No minister has direct access to the President except with the permission of the PM. 

• Leader of the Parliament: 
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 The PM is not only the leader of the party, but He is also the leader of the Lok Sabha and 

the Leader of the Parliament. 

 He announces the major policies of the nation on the floor of the Parliament. 

 He decides the complete agenda of the house in consultation with the speaker of the Lok 

Sabha. 

• Director of Foreign Affairs: 

 The PM acts as the Chief Architect of India’s foreign relations. He is responsible for India’s 

prestige and participation in International relations. 

 The PM is chief promoter of India’s National interest and plays an important role in 

International conferences and Negotiations. 

• Role in Economic Planning: 

 He plays a leading role in all fiscal and development planning. 

 All important decisions related to financial matters are made by him. 

 He plays a very significant role in the process of socio-economic modernization. 

• Power of appointment: 

 Formally the appointments to high post are made by the President, yet in reality, the lists 

are prepared by the PM. the approval of the President is just a formality. 

 These appointments include the Governors, the Attorney General, the Auditor, the 

Ambassadors, the Consular, etc. 

 All the high ranking appointments and promotions are made by the President on the advice 

of the PM. 

• As a Chief Administrator: 

 The PM is the Real Chief Executive of the nation and as he is the head of the administration 

who has full power to implement the programmes and fulfil promises of the party. 

• Role as the Leader of the Nation: 

 The PM is the leader of the Nation. 

 He is the channel through which all other Nations deal with India. 

 He alone can speak for the Indian Republic. 

• Role of Prime Minister during an Emergency: 

 The emergency powers of the President are in reality the powers of the Prime Minister.  

 The President declares an emergency only under the advice of the Cabinet, which in reality 

means the advice of the Prime Minister. All decisions taken to meet an emergency are really 

the decisions of the Prime Minister. 

 The Prime Minister can get the imposition of President’s rule in a State.  
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 The Presidential decision in favour of imposing an emergency in a state is always governed 

by the decision of the Prime Minister and his Cabinet. 

Powers of Prime Minister: 

• PM in the Indian context is endowed with immense powers, which makes him a very 

powerful constitutional ruler in the world. 

• PM is the general coordinator of their activities. 

• PM presides over the cabinet meetings, conferences with individual ministers, encourage 

and instructs them. 

• PM can ask any minister to resign. 

• In the Indian system of parliamentary democracy. The PM is the actual ruler or the real chief 

executive. 

• PM enjoys vast administrative, legislative and emergency powers. 

• PM provides leadership in policy formulation and implantation and provides the vital link 

between the government and the people, between the government and the President, etc. 

• PM is the most powerful citizen of our country. 

• The Prime Minister plays an important role in policy making, planning, legislation, decision-

making, etc. 

Conclusion: 

The office of the Prime Minister is the most powerful office in India. If Cabinet is the strongest 

institution, the Prime Minister is the strongest person in the cabinet under the Constitution of India, 

the real centre of power is the office of the Prime Minister. He is the Head of the Government of 

India. He is the real custodian of all executive authority. 

Discuss the purpose of a cabinet committee while explaining the types and their 

composition. Why are cabinet committees important in dealing with the big issues of 

the day and the government’s overall strategy? (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss in detail purpose of a cabinet committee while explaining the types and 
their composition. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In a few lines explain what are cabinet committees, The Cabinet Committee are organizations which 
are instrumental in reducing the workload of the Cabinet. These committees are extra-constitutional 
in nature and are nowhere mentioned in the Constitution. 
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Body: 
The answer must discuss the following: 
Types and Composition of Cabinet Committees: 
üStanding Cabinet Committee: These are permanent in nature with a specific job. The Cabinet 
Ministers are called its ‘members’ while the people without the rank of Cabinet Committee are called 
‘special invitees’. 
üAd-hoc Cabinet Committee: These are temporary in nature and are formed time to time to deal with 
specific tasks. 
Composition: The composition of a Cabinet Committee varies from 3 to 8 people. Even Ministers who 
are not the part of the Cabinet can be added to a Cabinet Committee. Usually, each cabinet 
committee has at least one Cabinet Minister. The members of the Cabinet Committee can be from 
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 
Suggest significance of the committees. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting significance of these committees. 
Introduction: 

The Cabinet Committee are organizations which are instrumental in reducing the workload of the 

Cabinet. These committees are extra-constitutional in nature and are nowhere mentioned in the 

Constitution. However, the Rules of Business provide for their establishment. The executive in India 

works under the Government of India Transaction of Business Rules, 1961. Recently, the Union 

government has released the composition of eight Cabinet Committees, including two new ones — 

one on Investment, the other on Employment and Skill Development. 

Body: 

Types and Composition of Cabinet Committees: 

Standing Cabinet Committee: These are permanent in nature with a specific job. The Cabinet 

Ministers are called its ‘members’ while the people without the rank of Cabinet Committee are 

called ‘special invitees’. Standing committees include the following:  

Appointments committee of the Cabinet; Cabinet committee on accommodation; Cabinet 

committee on economic affairs; Cabinet committee on parliamentary affairs; Cabinet committee on 

political affairs; Cabinet committee on security; Cabinet committee on investment and growth; 

Cabinet committee on employment & skill development. 

Ad-hoc Cabinet Committee: These are temporary in nature and are formed time to time to deal with 

specific tasks. 

Composition: The composition of a Cabinet Committee varies from 3 to 8 people. Even Ministers 

who are not the part of the Cabinet can be added to a Cabinet Committee. Usually, each cabinet 

committee has at least one Cabinet Minister. The members of the Cabinet Committee can be from 

both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

Importance of Cabinet Committees: 

 Article 77(3) of the Constitution states: “The President shall make rules for the more convenient 

transaction of the business of the Government of India, and for the allocation among Ministers 

of the said business.” 
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 The Prime Minister constitutes Standing Committees of the Cabinet and sets out the specific 

functions assigned to them. He can add or reduce the number of committees. 

 They solve issues and formulate proposals for the consideration of the cabinet and take 

decisions on matters assigned to them. However, the cabinet is empowered to review such 

decisions. 

 This device enables ministers to bargain and compromise with each other and this reduces 

pressure of work upon the cabinet.  

 Consequently, the cabinet is left free to devote itself to more important matters.  

 The committee system safeguards the principle of collective responsibility, which is an essential 

feature of the cabinet system. 

 These committees facilitate deep examination of the policy issue and effective coordination.  

 Many a times, when an activity/agenda of the Government acquires prominence or requires 

special thrust, a Cabinet Committee may be set up for focussed attention. 

 In all areas delegated to the Cabinet Committees, normally the decision of the Cabinet 

Committee in question is the decision of the Government of the day. 

 Ministers of state and deputy ministers who are not members of the cabinet are members of 

one or more committees. This is a way in which they can and are brought into a closer 

association with the work of the cabinet.  

 Thus, all ministers continue to be partly responsible for the government’s action. Cabinet 

committees increase the effectiveness of political control over public services. 

 The public servants are called upon by the committees to justify their proposals and comment 

on problems under review. This procedure establishes a close interface between a politicians 

and public servants and ensures that those who formulate policy are reasonably well informed. 

 It also eliminates the possibility of any one department carrying a disproportionate weight of 

opinion. The committees also act as a collective check on individual ministers and on the Prime 

Minister too.  

 In view of the growth in the volume and complexity of the government business, a proper 

division of labour and effective delegation within cabinet requires committees to perform 

functions devolved on them by the cabinet. 

 They focus supra-ministry attention on particular sectors of administration. Effective 

coordination is their major contribution. 

Conclusion: 

The cabinet committees wield real power of decision on less important general policy matters. Other 

matters, which must be dealt with in the cabinet, are also whittled in committees. Only the delicate 

and complex points, or those on which ministers differ, remain for discussion by the cabinet. What 

has saved the cabinet, as the central decision-making body, is the elaborate network of cabinet 

committees, which have acted as a clearing house. 
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The judgment of the Apex  Court that brings the office of Chief Justice of India under 

the domain of the Right to Information Act will give a stimulus to people’s pursuit for 

transparency and accountability. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant , The Print 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The fact that too much transparency can affect the independence of the judiciary, the office of CJI has 
been brought under the domain of RTI. One has to bring out the significance of such a move. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Talk about the importance of balancing transparency and judicial independence. 
 Body: 
The Supreme Court of India upheld the Delhi High Court judgment of 2010 which stated that the 
office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) would come under the ambit of the Right to Information Act, 
2005 (RTI Act), as CJI is a ‘public authority’ under the RTI Act. 
Explain how such a decision has opened up the doors for enhanced transparency in the judiciary as 
earlier higher judiciary in India has been criticized for its opaqueness under the doctrine of judicial 
independence. 
Present the significance of the verdict in detail. 
Account for associated concerns/challenges any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such a decision. 
 Introduction 

In Central public information officer, Supreme Court of India vs Subhash Chandra Agarwal case a 

five-judge Constitution Bench of Supreme Court declared that the Office of the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) is a ‘public authority’ under the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

Body 

The Supreme Court Rules undermined the RTI in four key ways. Unlike the RTI Act, the Rules do not 

provide for,  

● A time frame for furnishing information. 

● An appeal mechanism. 

● Penalties for delays or wrongful refusal of information. 

● Makes disclosures to citizens contingent upon “good cause shown”. 

The judgement said that the Supreme Court of India and office of CJI are not two different public 

authorities. The SC includes the office of CJI and other judges as per Article 124. Hence, if the 

Supreme Court is a public authority (as per Section 2(h) of RTI Act), so is the office of the CJI. 

RTI judgement: Accountability and Transparency 

● It opens the doors for transparency in the judiciary. Higher judiciary in India has been 

criticized for its opaqueness under the doctrine of the independence of the judiciary.  
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● The verdict underlines the balance Supreme Court needs between transparency and 

protecting its independence.  

● While ruling that the office of the CJI is a public authority, the Supreme Court held that RTI 

cannot be used as a tool of surveillance and that judicial independence has to be kept in 

mind while dealing with transparency. 

● Asset declaration: It upheld the Delhi High Court judgment of 2010 that the CJI does not 

hold information on the personal assets of judges in a fiduciary capacity (Relationship of 

confidence and trust). Thus, disclosure of details of serving judges’ personal assets was not 

a violation of their right to privacy. 

● Judicial appointments: Here, SC drew distinction between ‘input’ and ‘output’. Output is the 

final outcome of collegium resolution, while input is the observations, indicative reasons, 

inputs and data collegium examined. Here, only names of judges recommended by the 

Collegium (output) can be disclosed. 

● It can give a boost to Good Governance, as now judiciary, executive, legislature, all come 

under the ambit of RTI Act. 

Issues that persist 

● Role of Public Information Officer: The judgement gave list of ‘non-exhaustive satisfied that 

the larger public interest factors’ to be considered by Public Information Officer (PIO) 

justifies the disclosure of such information.  

o This makes his role quasi-judicial and most PIOs would choose to steer clear and 

refuse disclosure by invoking Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act and leave the information 

seekers to appeal against their orders. 

● Lack of clarity: The SC argued that the right to know under the RTI Act was not absolute and 

this had to be balanced with the right of privacy of judges. However, the public interest is 

nowhere defined. 

● SC said the information relating to collegium deliberations is treated as confidential third-

party information. And cannot be openly put in public domain. 

● Administrative burden: The RTI Act, 2005 did not create a new bureaucracy for 

implementing the law. It tasked and mandated officials in every office for dealing with RTI 

requests. However, this adds to the administrative burden of the bureaucracy. 

Way Forward 

● SC rightly observed that “transparency and accountability should go hand-in-hand”. 

Increased transparency under RTI was no threat to judicial independence. Thus, judgement 

goes long way enhancing trust of people in justice system. 

● After bringing SC judges under the ambit of RTI, the next logical step would be to remove 

opaqueness about appointments of the judges, made through the collegium system in the 

SC. 
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● Despite certain limitations, the Supreme Court judgment paves the way for greater 

transparency and could now impinge upon issues such as disclosure by other institutions 

such as registered political parties. 

Are tribunals a cure-all for judicial efficiency? Does tribunalisation of justice weaken the 

principles set in our constitution? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of Tribunals and there contribution in justice delivery. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the contributions of tribunal in justice delivery and the challenges associated with them. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly mention the concept of tribunals. 
Body: 
To start with, the original constitution did not contain provisions with respect to tribunals. However, 
the 42nd amendment Act, 1976 added a new part XIV A to the constitution. The Administrative 
tribunals are formed under the Article 323A of the Indian Constitution. However, tribunals for other 
matters are formed under the Article 323B of the Indian Constitution. 
 Then discuss whether tribunals promote judicial efficiency. Present both sides of the argument. 
 Later, analyze as to how tribunalisation of justice undermine ideas/principles set out in our 
constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that despite such challenges, tribunals are an excellent instrument of speedy dispute 
resolution and have become agents of good governance. In the interest of better justice delivery, the 
institutions like tribunals cannot be dispensed with altogether. 
 Introduction 

Tribunal means a set or a bench upon which judge or judges sit and decide controversies between 

the parties and exercises judicial powers as distinguished from purely administrative functions. It is a 

quasi-judicial institution that is set up to deal with problems such as resolving administrative or tax-

related disputes. Part XIV-A of the Constituion which consist of two Articles 323A and 323B deals 

with these Tribunals  Eg: National Green Tribunal, Central Administrative Tribunal etc 

Body 

Background 

It performs a number of functions like adjudicating disputes, determining rights between 

contesting parties, making an administrative decision, reviewing an existing administrative 

decision and so forth. The Industrial Tribunals, Railway Rates Tribunal, Companies Tribunals, Central 

Administrative Tribunals, Election Tribunals etc, are the examples of Tribunals in India. 

Tribunals and judicial efficiency 

 Flexibility: Rigid procedures and evidence ordeals of courts are not followed, rather it goes 

by the principle of natural justice. 
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 Less Expensive: Administrative justice ensures cheap and quick justice. Its procedures are 

simple and can be easily understood by a layman. 

 Relief to Courts: The tribunals perform an important and specialised role in justice 

mechanism. They take a load off the already overburdened courts. They hear disputes 

related to the environment, armed forces, tax and administrative issues. 

 Reduce pendency: To overcome the situation that arose due to the pendency of cases in 

various Courts, domestic tribunals and other Tribunals have been established under 

different Statutes, hereinafter referred to as the Tribunals. 

 Adequate Justice: In the fast-changing world of today, administrative tribunals are the most 

appropriated means of administrative action, and also the most effective means of giving 

fair justice to the individuals. 

 Lawyers, who are more concerned about aspects of law, find it difficult to 

adequately assess the needs of the modern welfare society 

 Efficiency: The Tribunals were set up to reduce the workload of courts, to expedite decisions 

and to provide a forum which would be manned by lawyers and experts in the areas falling 

under the jurisdiction of the Tribunal. 

Tribunalization at times leads to undermining of constitutional principles: 

 Administrative adjudication is a negation of Rule of Law. 

 Administrative tribunals, with their separate laws and procedures often made by 

themselves, puts a serious limitation upon the principles of Rule of Law. 

 Most of the tribunals do not enjoy the same amount of independence of the Executive as do 

the Courts and the judges. 

 The civil and criminal courts have a uniform pattern of administering justice. A uniform code 

of procedure in administrative adjudication is not there. 

 Administrative tribunals are manned by administrators and technical heads who may not 

have the background of law or training of judicial work. 

 At times they adopt summary procedures to deal with cases coming before them 

 Functioning of tribunals suffer from lack of autonomy especially in terms of appointment 

and funding. 

 In Chandra Kumar case, SC held that the appeals to such tribunals lies before the court and 

hence defeats the whole purpose of reducing burden of the superior courts. 

 Since the tribunals are mainly chaired by the retired judges who are appointed by the 

government, so the present judges in courts may favour government in certain matter to 

gain political patronage in appointment to such tribunals after retirement. 

 Lack of adequate infrastructure to work smoothly and perform the functions originally 

envisioned for them. 

 There is a lack of understanding of the staffing requirements in tribunals. 
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Way forward: 

 In the interest of better justice delivery, their traditional structures and methods of 

functioning can be reformed. 

 In the interest of maintaining the rule of law in society and to preserve individual freedom, 

that there should be some kind of judicial control over these tribunals. 

 Increasing the number of judges, filling the existing vacancy, use of technology to bring 

efficiency in administration of justice. 

 Tribunals themselves are better positioned to gauge their own administrative requirements. 

Therefore, providing power to tribunals to create or sanction posts 

Conclusion: 

The Tribunals plays an important role and part in the sphere of the adjudication of disputes. 

Tribunals function differently from courts, from the manner of appointment to the procedure 

followed. The Tribunals do not have to follow any uniform procedure as laid down under the Civil 

Procedure Code and under the Indian Evidence Act but they have to follow the principles of Natural 

Justice. But still, they seek to achieve the same objective as that of the courts i.e. – To impart and 

deliver Justice. 

When the judiciary surpasses the line of the powers set for it in the name of judicial 

activism, it could be rightly said that the judiciary then begins to invalidate the concept 

of separation of powers set out in the Constitution. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer must bring out the concerns associated with overusing or misusing the powers under 
judicial activism. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by judicial activism. 
Body: 
First explain the fact that judicial activism can be good if the intention of the court is to protect and 
preserve the rights of citizens, and not merely criticize the government. 
Then hint at the fact that It is being claimed that, in many recent judgments, the Supreme Court has 
become hyper-activist in making laws. Neither is the broad separation of powers among the three 
organs of the state maintained nor is the law being preserved. 
Explain doctrine of separation of power. Present the demerits of judicial activism. 
Give examples to substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 Introduction 
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The Constitution, under various provisions, has clearly drawn the line between Legislature and the 

Judiciary to maintain their independence in their respective functioning. Article 121 and 211 forbid 

the legislature from discussing the conduct of any judge in the discharge of his duties, while Articles 

122 and 212, on the other hand, prevent the courts from sitting in judgment over the internal 

proceedings of the legislature. In recent times, there have been criticism levelled against judicial 

activism, calling it adventurism and overreach. 

Body 

Separation of Power 

The term  "trias politica" or "separation of powers" was coined by Montesquieu. Under his model, 

the political authority of the state is divided into legislative, executive and judicial powers. He 

asserted that, to most effectively promote liberty, these three powers must be separate and acting 

independently. Article 50 of the Indian Constitution also dictates that the State must take steps to 

separate Judiciary from the executive. 

Judicial activism needed in legislative vacuum 

● Upholds Constitutional morality: An important case which employed this concept in an 

innovative manner was the Naz Foundation Case which used the concept of constitutional 

morality to strike down Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code and decriminalize 

homosexuality.  

▪ The Delhi High Court had said that “In our scheme of things, constitutional morality 

must outweigh the argument of public morality, even if it be the majoritarian 

view.” 

● Executive lacks Political gumption: Justice Chandrachud’s view in the Sabarimala 

judgement, he held that women should be allowed entry in the Sabarimala temple against 

popularly held religious beliefs.  

▪ Political parties and governments did not take a stand or repeal discriminatory laws 

in fear of losing support base of masses. 

● To protect fundamental rights: Triple Talaq in 2017 was banned as being ultra vires to 

fundamental rights of Muslim women. This legislation would not have been accepted if it 

had come from the executive or through the Parliament. 

▪ Right to privacy also became Fundamental right under Article 21 

● Most trusted institution: A People’s Survey of India report noted that Indians had 80% trust 

in the Supreme court. Though not an elected body, the apex court is significant to uphold 

rule of law. 

▪ Eg: Whistle Blowers Act against corrupt officials and politicians was given under 

Article 142, until Parliament made a law on the subject. 

Demerits of Judicial activism 

● Unelected body: Judiciary being the unelected body, does not enjoy the “General Will” of 

the people. Judicial restraint is more apt for such an institution rather than dictation a 
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legislation. Eg: Ban on liquor sale on highways led to backlash as well as spurious means to 

overcome the dictum 

● Lack of expertise: Judiciary lacks both time and resources to enact legislation. Sometimes 

practical difficulties of such enactments are not known to the courts. 

▪ Eg: Ban on BS-IV vehicles from April 2020 which had to be extended many times. 

● Against Constitution’s Mandate: Judicial Review is a basic structure of the Constitution; 

however enacting legislation is not. Courts can look into the validity of the law, but not 

necessarily make a law. 

● Unaccountable: Politicians remain “accountable” to the people in at least some sense, 

because they depend upon them in order to continue in office after five years. 

▪ Judges who are insulated from any external control are accountable only to 

themselves 

● Judicial adventurism: Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. State of Maharashtra (2018): the court 

amended the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 

1989, by annulling Section 18 which said that no anticipatory bail will be granted to persons 

accused under the Act. 

▪ There was widespread protest and opposition to this from all quarters. Finally, the 

law brought in to undo this was also upheld in the court. 

Conclusion  

Each organ of our democracy must function within its own sphere and must not take over what is 

assigned to the others. Judicial activism must also function within the limits of the judicial process 

because the courts are the only forum for those wronged by administrative excesses and executive 

arbitrariness. Hence legislation enacted by Judiciary must be in the rare cases as mentioned above. 

Differentiate between judicial review and judicial activism in India. In your opinion do 

you think it is ever possible for the Indian judiciary to partake more of judicial activism? 

Explain, (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
Judicial Review, Judicial Activism and Judicial Overreach are terms which come often in news. The 
question intends to differentiate between judicial review and judicial activism in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to between judicial review and judicial activism in India and explain with justifications if it is 
possible for the Indian judiciary to partake more of judicial activism. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the terms – judicial activism, judicial overreach in short. 
Body: 
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Explain that though legislature has the power to make laws, this power is not absolute. Judicial 
Review is the process by which the Judiciary reviews the validity of laws passed by the legislature. 
Judicial activism denotes a more active role taken by Judiciary to dispense social justice. 
Compare and contrast the two features of Judiciary and express a fair and balanced opinion. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable examples and justify as to what should be ideally done. 
 Introduction 

Judicial Review refers to the power of judiciary (Article 32, 136, 226, 227) to review and determine 

the validity of a law or an order. On the other hand, Judicial Activism refers to the use of judicial 

power (Article 142) to articulate and enforce what is beneficial for the society in general and people 

at large or judicial activism means the power of the Supreme Court and the high court but not the 

sub-ordinate courts to declare the laws as unconstitutional and void. 

Body 

Judicial Review 

● India has an independent judiciary with extensive jurisdiction over the acts of legislature and 

executive. Judicial review can be defined as the doctrine under which legislative and 

executive actions are subject to review by judiciary. It is generally considered as a basic 

structure of independent judiciary (Indira Gandhi vs. Rajnarain case). 

● However, judicial review can be classified into three categories-reviews of legislative 

actions, review of judicial decisions, and review of administrative action. Therefore, it is 

also the duty of judges to ensure that balance of power is maintained, protect human rights, 

fundamental rights and citizens’ rights of life and liberty. 

● Judicial review of legislative actions means the power to ensure that the law passed by 

legislature is in accordance with provisions contained in the constitution and in particular 

part 3 of constitution (principle of reading down).  

● In case of judicial review of decisions, for instance, when a statute is challenged on the 

ground that it has been passed by legislature without authority or rights, it is for the courts 

to decide whether the law passed by legislature is valid or not.  

● Judicial review of administrative action is a mechanism of enforcing constitutional discipline 

over administrative agencies while exercising their powers. Judicial review of judicial actions 

can be visualized in Golaknath case, banks nationalization case, privy purses abolition case, 

Minerva mills etc. 

● As courts have wide powers of judicial review, these powers have to be exercised with great 

caution and control.  

● The limitations of these powers are: It is only permissible to the extent of finding whether 

the procedure in reaching the decision has been correctly followed but not the decision 

itself. 

● It is delegated to our superior courts only i.e. supreme court and high court Cannot interfere 

in policy matters and political questions unless absolutely necessary. 

Judicial Activism 
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● It can be defined as a philosophy of judicial decision making where by judges allow their 

personal views regarding a public policy instead of constitutionalism. 

●  Some cases of activism in India are: Golaknath case in which Supreme Court declared that 

fundamental rights enshrined in part 3 are immutable and cannot be amendable. 

●  Kesavananda Bharti where by SC introduced doctrine of basic structure i.e., Parliament has 

power to amend without altering basic structure of constitution. 

● SC has assumed a supervisory role in CBI investigation of 2 G scam, in invoking terror laws 

against Hasan Ali Khan.  

● Moreover, the concept of Judicial Activism also faced certain criticisms. Firstly, it is often said 

that in the name of activism, judiciary often rewrites with personal opinions.  

● Secondly, the theory of separation of powers is overthrown. However, its importance lies 

with position accorded to institution as a place of hope for aggrieved persons. 

There is only a thin line of separation between review and activism. 

While judicial review means to decide if the law / act is consistent with the constitution. On the 

other hand, judicial activism is more of a behavioural concept of the judge concerned. It is majorly 

based on public interest, speedy disposal of cases etc. With the power of judicial review, the courts 

act as a custodian of the fundamental rights. Thus, the power of judicial review is recognized as the 

part of the basic constitution of India. The activist role of the judiciary is implicit in the said power. 

Conclusion 

With the growing functions of the modern state judicial intervention in the process of making 

administrative decisions and executive them has also increased. In addition, judicial activism keeping 

in view the ideals of democracy are in fact necessary to ensure that unheard voices are not buried by 

more influential and vocal voices. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

The new guidelines to regulate digital content give the executive unbridled power 

without any checks and balances making it contra-constitutional. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents a detailed analysis of the new guidelines to regulate digital content. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must analyse in what way such guidelines can be contra-constitutional. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with elaboration of the features under the new guidelines for regulation of digital content. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
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Explain the fact that the guidelines virtually undermine the enabling provisions of Article 19 of the 
Constitution and weaponised the restrictive clause of reasonable restriction, without really spelling 
out what constitutes reasonable restriction. 
Under the guidelines, it appears as if the citizens have been empowered and that there is now a fair 
grievance redressal mechanism for users of digital platforms. The guidelines include social media 
sites, messaging apps, over-the-top streaming services (popularly known as OTT services), and digital 
news publishers. 
List down more lacunae and suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

For the first time, the government, under the ambit of the Information Technology (Intermediary 

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021, has brought in detailed guidelines for digital 

content on both digital media and Over the Top (OTT) platforms, while giving overriding powers to 

the government to step in. 

Body 

Three tier mechanism of regulation 

The new rules lay down a three-tier grievance redressal mechanism. 

● One will be at the level of each OTT provider. Each complaint will have to be addressed 

within 15 days. If the complaint is not satisfactorily addressed, then the complainant can 

scale it up to a self-regulatory body collectively established by the OTTs.  

● This body will be headed by a retired judge of the Supreme Court, a High Court, or an 

independent eminent person from the field of media, broadcasting, entertainment, child 

rights, human rights or other relevant fields. This self-regulatory body also has “censuring” 

powers in case of any incriminating content.  

● The rules say, “In case of any content where it is satisfied that there is a need for taking 

action to delete or modify the content for preventing incitement to the commission of a 

cognizable offence relating to public order.” 

● To top this, at the third tier, the government has equipped itself with overriding powers in 

the form of “oversight mechanism”. An inter-ministerial committee will perform this 

function and it will largely have the same powers as the collective self-regulatory body of the 

OTTs. 

● Over and above all this, the government has equipped itself with “emergency” powers. The 

rules state, “in case of emergency nature” the Secretary, Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting may, “if he is satisfied that it is necessary or expedient and justifiable” give 

orders to block public access of any information.  

● The rules state that he or she has to record the reason for doing so in writing and it will be 

an interim measure. Importantly, such orders can be released “without giving an 

opportunity of hearing” to the publishing platform. 

 

Issues with the regulation 
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● The rules force digital news publishers and video streaming services to adhere to a 

cumbersome three-tier structure of regulation, with a government committee at its apex. 

● This, in itself, is unprecedented in a country where the news media have been given the 

space all along to self-regulate, based on the mature understanding that any government 

presence could have a chilling effect on free speech and conversations.  

● The new rules pertain only to digital news media, and not to the whole of the news media, 

hardly provides comfort, as the former is increasingly becoming a prime source of news and 

views.  

● Further, it is of significant concern that the purview of the IT Act, 2000, has been expanded 

to bring digital news media under its regulatory ambit without legislative action, which 

digital liberties organisations such as the Internet Freedom Foundation have flagged. 

Way Forward 

● There is no denying that there are problems with online content, which the government has 

rightly highlighted now.  

● Its release has referred to a 2018 Supreme Court observation that the government “may 

frame necessary guidelines to eliminate child pornography, rape and gangrape imageries, 

videos and sites in content hosting platforms and other applications”, besides making a 

mention of discussions in Parliament about social media misuse and fake news. 

● Besides the regulation, data privacy law must be passed immediately as it has been on the 

back burner. State must also be held accountable in upholding privacy rights of its people. 

The Aspirational Districts Programme has set an example for state governments to 

ensure over all development at the grassroots. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express 

Introduction 

India is striving to fulfill the objective of ‘aspirational India’, ‘economic development for all’ and 

‘building a caring society’. Achieving any of these would require extraordinary efforts on the social 

sector front starting with allocating additional resources for health, education, nutrition, 

employment guarantee, and social security schemes. 

Aspirational Districts Programme is one such initiative to make the vision successful. 

Body 

About Aspirational Districts Programme 

● Launched in January 2018, the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ programme aims to 

quickly and effectively transform some of the most underdeveloped districts of the 

country. 

● The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), 

Collaboration (of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Officers & District Collectors), and 

Competition among districts driven by a Mass Movement or a Jan Andolan. 
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● With States as the main drivers, this program will focus on the strength of each district, 

identify low-hanging fruits for immediate improvement, measure progress, and rank 

districts. 

● The ADP extends evidence-based policymaking to 112 ‘aspirational districts’, monitors these 

on 49 KPIs and 81 data points, and ranks these across multiple sectors every month 

●  

Significance and role in overall development at grassroots level 

● Health outcomes in the mentored districts reveal significant improvements between the first 

and second third-party household surveys (in June-August 2018 and January-March 2019).  

● There were increases in registering pregnant women into the health system (from 73 per 

cent to 86 per cent), institutional delivery of babies (66 per cent to 74 per cent), and anti-

diarrheal treatment via ORS (51 per cent to 67 per cent) and zinc (34 per cent to 53 per 

cent). 

● Decentralization of Development: ADP focuses on outcomes, that enables local 

experimentation based on a firm appreciation of ground realities. 

● Inclusive approach: The delta ranking of the Aspirational Districts combines the innovative 

use of data with pragmatic administration, keeping the district at the locus of inclusive 

development. 

▪ Through ADP government seeks to uplift those districts which have shown relatively 

lesser progress in achieving key social outcomes. 

● Districts affected my militancy and left-wing extremism are given focus and resources to 

uplift them through development which will have direct influence on stability and peace. 

● Collaborative approach: To facilitate the convergence of ideas and funds, the ADP operates 

on a three-tier collaborative model.  

▪ For each ‘aspirational district’, there is a Central Prabhari Officer as well as a State 

Prabhari Officer.  

▪ These two, along with the district administration, work with a host of development 

partners on various development parameters. 

● Evidence-based policy: Data collection is often delayed or lacking in quality in India, 

distorting the development policy efforts. With real time data in ADP, those on the ground 

level can alter strategies after accurate feedback. 

In a way, the ADP reorients how government does its business of delivering development. 

Conclusion 

The ADP’s genesis was inspired from the policy experiments of state governments and is now in turn 

becoming a model for them to replicate back at the block or gram panchayat level. It is proving to be 

a shining example of cooperative-competitive federalism. 
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Discuss the positive change that women business correspondents can bring in ensuring 

financial inclusion in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

 Introduction 

It has been widely recognised that Business Correspondents (BCs) are the prime drivers of financial 

inclusion in India. Under the BC model, supported by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), banks in India 

have been engaging third party/retail agents since 2006 to drive greater financial participation 

among low-income populace.  

Body 

Women Business Correspondents: Financial Inclusion 

● By enabling last mile delivery of financial services in the absence of physical banking 

facilities, BCs have emerged successful in communicating the benefits of financial offerings, 

facilitating transactions and principally functioning as the face of the bank by being a mini-

branch themselves. 

● But when considering the ability to BCs to positively impact the financial inclusion of 23.09 

crore women Jan Dhan account holders (55 per cent of the total base), the “gender” of the 

agent becomes an important factor. 

● To this effect, in 2015-16, the National Rural Livelihoods Mission adapted a gender-focused 

variant of the traditional BC model called the ‘Bank Sakhi’ (or female banker friend) model, 

which was further piloted across seven low-income states in India. By February 2020, 6,094 

Bank Sakhis across 12 states had collectively completed 748,454 transactions worth ₹26,635 

lakh (approximately $40 Million).  

● It was women banking agents who were poised to deepen the last mile delivery of 

financial services, especially for women customers, in hard-to-reach rural areas and would 

go on to play a sustainable role in driving women’s financial inclusion. 

Significance of Women Business Correspondents 

● The unique strengths of women BCs positively influence low-income women’s engagement 

with financial services and therefore, position them as a great resource for banks to hire as 

BCs.  

● Research shows that women agents have distinctive strengths that help them better serve 

their customers.  

● Women customers find women agents easier to approach, trustworthy, and great at 

maintaining confidentiality. This is corroborated by another research where women 

customers transacted more with women agents and they felt more comfortable with them 

especially when disclosing financial information. 

● In another recent project with a large public sector bank, women agents completed 19 per 

cent more transactions and had 45 per cent higher conversions on a newly-launched small 

savings scheme than their male counterparts.  
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● This is because women agents are able to visit women customers more freely at their home, 

interact with them closely and cherish their trust.  

● By being greatly entrenched in the community they also have the potential to play a role 

model for other women and become a catalyst to bridge the financial inclusion gender gap. 

● Their relatively higher customer base, greater transaction volumes as well as ability to 

increase uptake of other products, further contribute to strengthening the business case for 

them.  

● Furthermore, it has been noted that women agents are more likely to stay agents for longer 

duration even when transactions do not generate as much revenue for the agent, providing 

continued access to the community. 

 

Way Forward 

● Affirmative actions are needed from financial service providers to correct the current under-

representation of women BCs.  

● By designing a gendered recruitment strategy to attract more women BCs, including setting 

specific targets for their staff and corporate BCs, and training and incentivising corporate 

BCs to identify potential women candidates can help overcome the structural barriers that 

women face. 

● The key is to reduce entry barriers by taking favourable actions such as providing equipment 

and rental support (rather than requiring women to make upfront capital investments), 

adding incentives such as an initial stipend for the first year, solving mobility issues, offering 

flexible hours of operation and providing protection to women BCs and their families, on the 

lines of health insurance, etc. which will encourage more women to opt in.  

● Finally, creating a supportive environment for women BCs through training, mentoring, 

ensuring ongoing support (through dedicated officials) and creating women agent 

communities, will then help them thrive long term. 

What is the issue with NEP 2020 on the language front? Critically evaluate and suggest 

what needs to be done. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

 Introduction 

The propagation and promotion of languages has been a very contentious issue in India since its 

independence. Like its predecessors, the NEP 2020 also fall short to propose and uphold a 

multilingual approach to education. 

Body 

Three language formula in NEP 2020 

● The NEP 2020 brings with it a novel concept of early implementation of the three-language 

formula comes with the view to promote multilingualism and national unity.  
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●  As per the new education policy, it is up to the state to decide which is the language of their 

choice. 

● The NEP 2020 provides fluidity to the three-language formula as there is no specific language 

that shall be imposed on any state. The states, regions, and the students as well, are free to 

choose the three languages which the students want to learn whereas at least two of them 

are to be native to India.  

● However, the students can change one or more of the three languages which he or she is 

studying. They may do so in Grade 6 or 7 as long as they are able to learn the basic 

proficiency of the three languages by the end of secondary school. 

● The NEP 2020 further states about the medium of instruction and says that the medium of 

instruction will be the home or local or regional language or mother tongue until at least 

Grade 5 but It may prefer till 8 Grade and beyond. This will be mandatory for both private as 

well as government schools. 

Criticism of language policy 

● Mother tongue: The NEP making mother tongue/regional language the mandatory medium 

of instruction till Grade 5—even beyond if this can be done—ignores several realities. With 

inter-state migration for employment both in the informal and formal sectors, and India’s 

large diversity of languages, regional language will hobble some students’ learning.  

● English is now the lingua franca of employment in a globalised, connected world—with 

nearly 800 million of the global population speaking the language as a first or second 

language.  

● Coping with higher education:Students from vernacular-medium schooling have found it 

difficult to cope with higher education with the medium of instruction being English—

indeed, this is a reason cited by IIT authorities to explain the high drop-out numbers at the 

country’s premier engineering education institutes.  

● English competence: Critics of English as the language of instruction frequently point to the 

rise of Japan and China despite these countries having focussed on their native languages, 

but the fact is that India’s service-sector-led growth, especially in IT & ITeS, has been on the 

back of its English competence. 

● The additional burden to the students at an early age: Irrespective of the former policy, the 

new policy has introduced the three-language policy at the initial stage. So it is being 

criticized on the ground that it will put an additional mental burden on the young students 

to learn different languages. 

● Back Door Entry for Hindi: The state of Tamil Nadu has two language systems. The 

introduction of the new policy creates a fear among them that this would lead to the 

entrance of Hindi into the state from the back door. Therefore, the state of Tamil Nadu has 

opposed the new education policy on the abovementioned grounds. 

● Non-Hindi Teachers Shortage: Various linguistic and educationists have observed that there 

is a huge scarcity of Non-Hindi language teachers throughout the country and it will 

eventually lead the students to learn Hindi only because of this shortage. 
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Conclusion 

Language is the most vital part of our education system that plays a key role in strengthening the 

societal fabric as a whole. It plays an important role in imparting education to the children. The true 

performative nature of language is multilinguality  and the education enterprise cannot be 

successful unless we allow the voice of every child to find a space in classroom processes. 

Giving reservations in private sector jobs for the locals by the States is only a temporary 

solution; the need of the hour is to focus on better job creation and skill development. 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Economic Times 

Introduction 

It implies that jobs that will be created in a state will be first offered to only people who belong to 

that state. This policy is populist in nature. Unemployment or employment creation has been a 

major issue in recent times. This policy is also the result of the fear of some locals who believe that 

their jobs are being taken away from them and provided to the people not belonging to the state. 

Body 

Background 

● Recently Haryana government notified its Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates 

Bill, 2020. This bill provides job reservation in the private sector for locals. 

● Prior to Haryana, States such as Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh also tried to 

provide reservation in private jobs.  

Issues with reservation for locals 

● Delaying Economic Recovery: The pandemic scenario has made it imperative for states to 

focus on fast and effective economic recovery. However, compulsion on companies to 

employ locals might compromise quality and delay the recovery phase. 

● Discourages Investment: Compulsions to employ decreases the competitiveness of 

companies. Apart from that, such measures directly discourage investment potential in a 

state. 

● Impracticability: The shortage of qualified workers in a state may impact its implementation. 

And also, the private sector cannot employ outsiders without the permission of concerned 

authorities. It might lead to the inspector raj prior to 1991 economic reforms. 

● A threat to unity: This step would create friction among locals and non-locals in the 

implementing states. This will shake the fundamental of Indian democracy(Unity in Diversity) 

in long run.  

● Against constitutional provisions: These laws are against the spirit of constitutional 

provisions: 

▪ Article 14 allows for equality before the law. But the reservations to locals are 

against that equality. 
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▪ Reservation to locals also violates Article 19(1)(g) is violated by Haryana’s law as 

outsiders won’t be able to effectively do any job of their choice in the state.  

▪ Article 16(3) allows reservation based on the residence by a parliamentary law in 

matters of public employment and not in private employment. 

● Against the reservation ceiling: Giving 75% reservation goes against the Supreme court’s 

ceiling of 50% for maintaining meritocracy. 

Need of the hour 

● Enhanced Expenditure on Education: Government must increase expenditure to 6% of GDP 

and ensure better learning outcomes. 

● Skills Training: Skill India program launched in 2015 has an objective of enabling a large 

number of Indian youths to take up industry-relevant skill training that will help them in 

securing a better livelihood. 

● India needs to learn from technical and vocational training/education models in China, 

Germany, Japan, Brazil, and Singapore, who had similar challenges in the past, along with 

learning from its own experiences to adopt a comprehensive model that can bridge the skill 

gaps and ensure employability of youths. 

● There are number of labour-intensive manufacturing sectors in India such as food 

processing, leather and footwear, wood manufacturers and furniture, textiles and apparel 

and garments. Special packages, individually designed for each industry are needed to 

create jobs. 

● Public investment in sectors like health, education, police and judiciary can create many 

government jobs. 

● Decentralisation of Industrial activities is necessary so that people of every region get 

employment. 

● Development of the rural areas will help mitigate the migration of the rural people to the 

urban areas thus decreasing the pressure on the urban area jobs. 

● Concrete measures aimed at removing the social barriers for women’s entry and their 

continuous participation in the job market is needed. 

● Government needs to keep a strict watch on the education system and should try to 

implement new ways to generate skilled labour force. 

Conclusion 

Political milieu alone cannot be consideration of reservation policy. It leads to extreme inefficiencies 

and will have a deleterious effect on all round development of the nation. Instead, target must be to 

focus on development of human capital. 

The nativist labour laws of Andhra Pradesh and Haryana victimizes the low-income 

migrant workers.do you agree? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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Haryana Governor’s assent to The Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act of 2020 , thus 
the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the nativist labor laws brought out by the two states. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with details of the laws established by the State of Haryana and Andhra Pradesh. 
Body: 
First explain the favorable reasons for such laws – Most migration for work in India happens within 
state borders. The Census 2011 data revealed that in almost all Indian districts, less than 10% of the 
urban workforce comprised of inter- state migrants. 
Then present the evolution of nativist labour laws in India, and then discuss the problems associated 
with nativist labour laws; their unconstitutionality, how they curtail the employer’s choice, they can 
be anti-migrant in nature and how they can promote subnational nativism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with ideal solutions and suggest the need for balance in bringing such laws into force. 
 Introduction: 

Despite the constitutional provisions, in the past three years, anti-migrant rhetoric is increasingly 

turning into legislative reality. In 2019, the government of Andhra Pradesh passed the Andhra 

Pradesh Employment of Local Candidates in the Industries/Factories Bill, 2019, reserving 75 per cent 

of jobs for locals. Most recently, in March, the Haryana government passed the Haryana State 

Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020. 

Body: 

Nativist labour laws: Detrimental to migrant workers 

 The migrant crisis in 2020 in the wake of pandemic shed light on the vulnerability of inter-

state migrants who have no social security. 

 To their long list of woes, ranging from precarious livelihoods to lack of access to 

portable social security, they now have an added source of concern — nativist laws. 

 Sectors which do end up employing a large number of inter-state migrant workers, like that 

of Surat’s power loom industry which employs workers from Odisha — do so because the 

local workers do not aspire for those jobs. 

 The law also appears to be tough to implement on the ground and one can expect a parallel 

market to emerge on the ability to prove local residence, as it often happens in the case of 

ration cards.  

 Further, the income cut-off in Haryana’s law conveys that the rich can move anywhere in 

India and work as they please but those same opportunities are to be denied to poorer 

inter-state migrant workers. 
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 By restricting migration choices, the governments of Andhra Pradesh and Haryana send out 

bad signals in the labour market, especially when their own elites have benefited 

tremendously from internal and international migration. 

 It will increase the burden of unemployment in states that send the migrants and also dip in 

economic activity where migrant workers are needed but not provided from local populace. 

Measures needed: 

 Enhanced Expenditure on Education: Government must increase expenditure to 6% of GDP 

and ensure better learning outcomes. 

 Skills Training: Skill India program launched in 2015 has an objective of enabling a large 

number of Indian youths to take up industry-relevant skill training that will help them in 

securing a better livelihood. 

 India needs to learn from technical and vocational training/education models in China, 

Germany, Japan, Brazil, and Singapore, who had similar challenges in the past, along with 

learning from its own experiences to adopt a comprehensive model that can bridge the skill 

gaps and ensure employability of youths. 

 There are number of labour-intensive manufacturing sectors in India such as food 

processing, leather and footwear, wood manufacturers and furniture, textiles and apparel 

and garments. Special packages, individually designed for each industry are needed to 

create jobs. 

 Public investment in sectors like health, education, police and judiciary can create many 

government jobs. 

 Decentralisation of Industrial activities is necessary so that people of every region get 

employment. 

 Development of the rural areas will help mitigate the migration of the rural people to the 

urban areas thus decreasing the pressure on the urban area jobs. 

 Concrete measures aimed at removing the social barriers for women’s entry and their 

continuous participation in the job market is needed. 

 Government needs to keep a strict watch on the education system and should try to 

implement new ways to generate skilled labour force. 

Conclusion: 

Nativist laws within India shows the hypocrisy, when the same officials decried Trump’s anti-

immigration laws.  Also, such laws, sow the seeds of the balkanisation of our country. Such laws 

ought to be challenged in the courts. 

Swachh Bharat Mission 2 .0 speaks of sustained behavioral change while embarking on 

the newer agendas of sustainable solid waste management and safe disposal of 

wastewater and reuse. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express   
Why the question: 
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The question is is based on the nuances of Swachh Bharat mission 2.0. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Elaborate on the features and utility of Swachh Bharat mission 2.0. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction on what SBM is. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the agenda and focus of the mission – It will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), 
which includes ODF sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM). 
SBM (G) Phase-II will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25 in a mission mode with a total outlay 
of Rs. 1,40,881 crores. 
Elaborate on how it speaks of sustained behavioral change while embarking on the newer agendas of 
sustainable solid waste management and safe disposal of wastewater and reuse. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat 

Mission (Grameen) [SBM (G)] till 2024-25, which will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), 

which includes ODF sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM). The program 

will also work towards ensuring that no one is left behind and everyone uses a toilet. SBM (G) Phase-

II will also be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25. 

Body: 

Behavioural change efforts in SBM 1.0: 

 The mission has demonstrated progress on several parameters – from the rapid build-up of 

toilets across the country, to making the sanitation conversation a household theme.  

 The mission has unlocked funding for sanitation at the national, state and municipal levels.  

 A nationwide communication campaign, which drove several positive messages on the need for 

better sanitation, has kept this issue at the front and center of the national policy narrative. 

 In one of the promotional videos of SBM, featuring celebrity ambassador Vidya Balan, the 

protagonist asks a man on his wedding day whether he had a toilet at home, to which the 

answer was negative. 

 This prompts her to ask the bride to remove her veil, suggesting that a man who lets his wife 

defecate in the open has no right to ask her to follow the purdah. 

 This was later amended, highlighting the importance of viewing every communication through a 

gender lens lest there be unintended collateral damage. 

 It is heartening to notice changes in SBM messaging that reflect major transformations, 

attempting to popularise and portray stories of women groups and successful women swachhta 
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champions to create the much-needed social ripple that would inspire women to take complete 

charge as they seek to achieve a healthy and dignified life for themselves and their families. 

 In Jharkhand, trained women masons built over 15 lakh toilets in one year, and helped the state 

achieve its open defecation free (rural) target. 

 The India Sanitation Coalition has helped link micro-finance with self-help groups run by women 

for sanitation needs. 

 Increasingly, interventions with these groups which drive livelihoods can be designed to produce 

income and well-being impact with water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) programmes. 

The Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM) component of ODF Plus will be monitored on the 

basis of output-outcome indicators for 4 key areas: 

 Plastic waste management, 

 Biodegradable solid waste management (including animal waste management), 

 Greywater management 

 Faecal sludge management. 

SBM 2.0 & impetus on sustained behavioural change: 

 The Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 (SBM) aims, among other things, to find solutions for sustained 

behaviour change, addressing women and their personal hygiene needs. 

 There is a growing consensus now that whereas the statutory framework relating to sanitation is 

gender neutral in its approach, the policy framework does recognise gender-related issues.  

 A national monitoring and evaluation system to track and measure gender outcomes in SBM is 

necessary. 

 Several researchers in this space have commented that gender analysis frameworks have a long 

history in development practice. 

 We can learn from these frameworks to support design, implementation, and measurement that 

can bridge the gender equality gap in sanitation. 

 SBM’s current focus on the implementation of the infrastructure of water and sanitation could 

take attention away from the much-needed continuing focus on behaviour change and gender. 

 We will need effective communications and training programmes to build the capacity of 

stakeholders on gender targeting, both on the supply and demand sides of interventions. 

 Information, education, and communication, which aims at behaviour change of the masses, is 

key to the success of the Swachhata mission 2.0. 

 In past SBM 1.0, the government has also very effectively used over 8 lakh swachhagrahis, 

mainly women, who for small honorariums work to push through behavioural change at the 

community level. 

 Conclusion: 
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The sustainable development goals (Target 6.2) require India “by 2030, to achieve access to 

adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special 

attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.” Besides the 

government, the role of non-state actors, including that of institutions like the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation, UNICEF and several NGOs, must be lauded as we pursue sustainable sanitation 

using a powerful gender lens. There is no doubt that women can help to drive change and bring 

about lasting change as the jan andolan for swachhta, health and sanitation gains momentum. 

Haryana’s legislation that mandates reservation to locals in private jobs opens up 

debates on the growing job crunch, threats of sub-nationalism and a diminishing role of 

states in the job creation matrix. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the premise of job reservations for the locals and the questions arising 
thereof. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in what way the Haryana’s legislation opens up debates on the growing job crunch, 
threats of sub-nationalism and a diminishing role of states in the job creation matrix. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief narration of the context of the question. 
Body: 
The Haryana government has recently passed legislation that mandates companies in Haryana to 
provide jobs to local Haryanvis first, before hiring people from outside the State. 
Explain first the root causes for Haryana legislation – Political factors, Economic factors, Social 
Progress, Provision of infrastructure etc. 
Explain the factors that control the Jobs. And then discuss the concerns associated in detail. 
Conclusion: 
There is a need for instituting a level playing field much greater fiscal freedom provided to the States; 
otherwise, the potent combination of widening inter-State inequality, a ‘rich States get richer’ 
economic development model, may fuel nativist sub nationalism in other states too. 
Introduction: 

It implies that jobs that will be created in a state will be first offered to only people who belong to 

that state. This policy is populist in nature. Unemployment or employment creation has been a 

major issue in recent times. This policy is also the result of the fear of some locals who believe that 

their jobs are being taken away from them and provided to the people not belonging to the state. 

Recently Haryana government notified its Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020. 

This bill provides job reservation in the private sector for locals. Prior to Haryana, States such as 

Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh also tried to provide reservation in private jobs.  

Body: 

Issues with reservation for locals 
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● Delaying Economic Recovery: The pandemic scenario has made it imperative for states to 

focus on fast and effective economic recovery. However, compulsion on companies to 

employ locals might compromise quality and delay the recovery phase. 

● Discourages Investment: Compulsions to employ decreases the competitiveness of 

companies. Apart from that, such measures directly discourage investment potential in a 

state. 

● Impracticability: The shortage of qualified workers in a state may impact its implementation. 

And also, the private sector cannot employ outsiders without the permission of concerned 

authorities. It might lead to the inspector raj prior to 1991 economic reforms. 

● A threat to unity: This step would create friction among locals and non-locals in the 

implementing states. This will shake the fundamental of Indian democracy (Unity in 

Diversity) in long run.  

● Against constitutional provisions: These laws are against the spirit of constitutional 

provisions: 

▪ Article 14 allows for equality before the law. But the reservations to locals are 

against that equality. 

▪ Reservation to locals also violates Article 19(1)(g) is violated by Haryana’s law as 

outsiders won’t be able to effectively do any job of their choice in the state.  

▪ Article 16(3) allows reservation based on the residence by a parliamentary law in 

matters of public employment and not in private employment. 

● Against the reservation ceiling: Giving 75% reservation goes against the Supreme court’s 

ceiling of 50% for maintaining meritocracy. 

Need of the hour: 

● Enhanced Expenditure on Education: Government must increase expenditure to 6% of GDP 

and ensure better learning outcomes. 

● Skills Training: Skill India program launched in 2015 has an objective of enabling a large 

number of Indian youths to take up industry-relevant skill training that will help them in 

securing a better livelihood. 

● India needs to learn from technical and vocational training/education models in China, 

Germany, Japan, Brazil, and Singapore, who had similar challenges in the past, along with 

learning from its own experiences to adopt a comprehensive model that can bridge the skill 

gaps and ensure employability of youths. 

● There are number of labour-intensive manufacturing sectors in India such as food 

processing, leather and footwear, wood manufacturers and furniture, textiles and apparel 

and garments. Special packages, individually designed for each industry are needed to 

create jobs. 

● Public investment in sectors like health, education, police and judiciary can create many 

government jobs. 
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● Decentralisation of Industrial activities is necessary so that people of every region get 

employment. 

● Development of the rural areas will help mitigate the migration of the rural people to the 

urban areas thus decreasing the pressure on the urban area jobs. 

● Concrete measures aimed at removing the social barriers for women’s entry and their 

continuous participation in the job market is needed. 

● Government needs to keep a strict watch on the education system and should try to 

implement new ways to generate skilled labour force. 

Conclusion: 

Political milieu alone cannot be consideration of reservation policy. It leads to extreme inefficiencies 

and will have a deleterious effect on all round development of the nation. Instead, target must be to 

focus on development of human capital. 

Inefficiencies in the Aadhaar project should not come in the way of welfare delivery. 

Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court said it was a very serious matter if the Centre had really cancelled around three 
crore ration cards. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way Inefficiencies in the Aadhaar project should not come in the way of welfare 
delivery. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with background – A petition was filed alleging that the cancellation of ration cards solely 
because they could not be biometrically linked with Aadhaar led to starvation deaths across the 
country. It was pointed out that the ration cards of tribal people and the poor were cancelled. 
Body: 
Discuss the nuances related to the compulsions in the welfare delivery system and highlight the 
concerns. Even as the government highlighted the redressal mechanism within the Food Security Act 
as the right place to go, none of the States have appointed independent nodal officers or district 
grievance redressal officer under the Act. 
All the States have granted additional designations to existing officers. In many cases, the officers 
given additional designations are from the Food Supply Department leading to a conflict of interest. 
The Hunger Watch Report of the Right to Food Campaign in 2020 characterised the hunger situation 
in India as “grave”. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction: 

Aadhaar number is a 12-digit random number issued by the UIDAI Authority under Aadhaar Act to 

the residents of India after satisfying the verification process laid down by the Authority. Any 
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individual, irrespective of age and gender, who is a resident of India, may voluntarily enrol to obtain 

Aadhaar number. There are now 1.24 billion Aadhaar numbers in India, covering approximately 98% 

of the country’s population (using 2011 Census projections).  

Body: 

Aadhaar and welfare delivery: 

 In 2016, the government mandated its use in welfare programme delivery. 

 Proponents argue that Aadhaar, by providing a unique identity and allowing biometric 

authentication, delivers the gains to actual beneficiaries, instead of fake or duplicates, thereby 

cutting leakages. 

 The expansion in reach has enabled Aadhaar to become an integral component of several 

flagship government programmes. 

 This includes the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 

and the public distribution system (PDS), two of India’s largest welfare programmes where 

nearly 90% of beneficiaries are linked to Aadhaar (Aadhaar-seeded). 

 Jan-Dhan accounts, which are Aadhaar-seeded, are now being used for programme delivery via 

direct benefit transfer (DBT) and are part of the much-vaunted JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) 

trinity.  

 The 2014-15 Economic Survey heralded JAM as a potential game changer because DBT through 

JAM can circumvent corrupt intermediaries and reduce market distortions. 

 Over the last two years, DBT has significantly picked up. In 2018-19, ₹2 trillion (around 8% of 

total government expenditure) was delivered through DBT into beneficiary accounts according 

to the DBT Mission. Within this, transfers for MGNREGS and PAHAL (the LPG subsidy) are the 

largest components. 

 The DBT Mission estimates that Aadhaar and DBT have helped save the government around ₹1.2 

trillion since 2014. 

Concerns: 

 Global impacts not considered: 

 The PAHAL savings estimate (₹56,000 crore) does not account for a slump in global oil 

prices since 2014. The bigger problem, though, is the lack of clarity about the source of 

Aadhaar-related savings.  

 Inclusion-Exclusion errors: 

 The government claims that Aadhaar has generated savings by eliminating duplicate and 

fake beneficiaries. However, savings could simply be a result of Aadhaar excluding genuine 

beneficiaries. 

 In a 2017 study published in the Economic and Political Weekly, economist Jean Dreze and 

others pointed out that Aadhaar-based authentication in Jharkhand’s PDS has led to serious 

exclusion problems and prevented vulnerable groups, such as widows and the elderly, from 

accessing their entitlements. 
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 State of Aadhaar Report 2017-18, IDinsight, a development consultancy, uses survey data 

from Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and West Bengal to estimate that around two million 

individuals every month are excluded from the PDS because of Aadhaar-related reasons. 

 Privacy and Security concerns: 

 Most developed countries have already dropped the idea of having Aadhaar-like 

identification system to protect people’s privacy.  

 Even the US, one of the first countries in the world to have a national identification number 

for its citizens, does not collect fingerprints or scan iris to create social security number 

(SSN)  

 Unlike India, the US has a privacy law that makes it unlawful for government agencies to 

deny benefits just because the individual refuses to disclose his SSN. 

 Systemic corruption still persists: 

 Aadhaar-based authentication increases transaction costs, including time spent collecting 

grains, and did little to decrease corruption in the PDS 

 Technical flaws: 

 Aadhaar-related reasons tend to be failures in biometric authentication (for example, 

fingerprints not being recognized) and connectivity issues, which are particularly acute in 

rural areas. 

 Given these problems, the shift to Aadhaar-based authentication in the PDS has not 

enjoyed universal support. For instance, in Andhra Pradesh only 55% of beneficiaries’ 

preferred Aadhaar authentication in the PDS, while in Rajasthan the figure was 67%. 

Way forward: 

Policy measures: 

 Government should assure the citizens that it has the technology and systems to protect the 

data collected. 

 It should assure the citizens of India that it will do everything possible to prevent unauthorised 

disclosure of or access to such data. 

 It should recognise all dimensions of the right to privacy and address concerns about data safety, 

protection from unauthorised interception, surveillance, use of personal identifiers and bodily 

privacy. 

 Supreme Court’s recent judgement in the Aadhaar case makes Aadhaar mandatory for availing 

facilities of welfare schemes and government subsidies as it empowers the poor and 

marginalised. 

 An independent and participatory review of the system is long overdue 

 A data protection law with strong protective provisions is need of the hour. 

Technological measures: 
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 Designating UID databases as “critical infrastructure”.  

 Crafting an encryption policy that specifically addresses encryption for Aadhaar-enabled apps.  

Security testing of all Aadhaar-enabled applications.  

 Encouraging device-level encryption for mobile phones and laptop computers.  

 Creating a Computer Emergency Response Team to monitor attacks on Aadhaar.  

 Working with the private sector at forums like the International Electronic and Electrical 

Engineers (IEEE) and the Internet Engineering Task Force to create interoperable security 

standards for platforms relying on national identity databases. 

Conclusion: 

Policymakers should focus more on beneficiary experience and the context in which programmes 

operate in. This, more than fiscal savings, should inform how Aadhaar is deployed to improve 

programme delivery. 

“Lateral entry into administration is a reform that needs to be better implemented”, do 

you agree? Give your opinion with suitable justification. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

 Introduction: 

The lateral entry mode, which pertains to the appointment of specialists from private sector in 

government organizations, is an attempt by the government to bring in fresh talent into the 

bureaucracy.  

The lateral entry into administration was recommended by NITI Aayog, in its three-year Action 

Agenda. The induction of personnel will take place at the middle and senior management levels in 

the central government. These ‘lateral entrants’ would be part of the central secretariat which in the 

normal course has only career bureaucrats from the All India Services/ Central Civil Services. 

Body: 

Background: 

 Recently, the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) issued an advertisement seeking 

applications “from talented and motivated Indian nationals willing to contribute towards nation 

building” for three posts of Joint Secretary and 27 of Director in central government 

Departments.  

 These individuals, who would make a “lateral entry” into the government secretariat, would be 

contracted for three to five years. 

 These posts were “unreserved”, meaning were no quotas for SCs, STs and OBCs. 

Possible advantages: 

 Civil servants enter public service as generalists and have grassroots realities. Building specific 

domain expertise starts quite late for career bureaucrats. 
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 To bring in fresh ideas and new approaches to governance. Expert advice and opinion for 

efficient administration and fulfilling the aspirations of people 

 The present system of frequent and arbitrary transfers hinders gaining of the relevant 

experience by incumbent officers.  They spend less than 16 months, on average, in any post; and 

studies shows only 24% of postings are viewed as “merit-based" by bureaucrats themselves. 

 Former instances: 

o Lateral entry into finance ministry produced illustrious public servants like Manmohan 

Singh, Montek Singh Ahluwalia and Vijay Kelkar etc. 

 Outside talent from the private sector is more likely to be target-oriented, which will improve 

the performance of the government.  

 Lateral entry scheme, if implemented properly, may foster more competitive spirit, break the 

complacency of the higher civil servants and eventually prove to be a pioneering initiative in 

public interest. 

 Question often raised in this context is whether the higher bureaucracy is equipped to 

comprehend complex economic and technical issues in order to properly aid and advise the 

Minister. Doubts are raised whether civil servants can handle diverse portfolios from civil 

aviation to power to defence. 

 The three-year action agenda released by NITI Aayog in August 2017 said “policymaking is a 

specialized activity" and “lateral entry will have the beneficial side effect of bringing competition 

to the established career bureaucracy". 

 Lateral entry at the level of Secretary has met with some success earlier: 

o Besides, Secretaries to the Departments of Atomic Energy, Science & Technology, 

Scientific and Industrial Research, Health Research, and Agricultural Research have 

always been scientists of eminence. 

o Similarly, in departments like the Railways, Posts, etc., all senior positions are manned 

by Indian Railway or Postal Service officers. Therefore, there is nothing very original in 

the new initiative to allow entry at the level of Joint Secretary. 

However, it has challenges too: 

 Many serving Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officers see this move as threatening their 

hegemony. 

 Experts criticize this move as the beginning of the end of a neutral and impartial civil service with 

the likely induction of loyalists to the current dispensation. 

 Doubts have been expressed if private business houses would plant their people in order to 

influence government policies. 

 Differences in work culture may often come in the way.  

 The width and depth of field experience which the civil services provide is not available with 

outside talent.  
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 Interests and motivation vary from person to person. Therefore, short term entry of officers 

through lateral entry might lead to corrupt practices. 

 The private sector who ran Air India, Indian Airlines and Vayudoot proved to be failures. 

 Lateral entry into civil services undermines reservation policy.  

 If a person from a private infrastructure company is appointed in an infra ministry it will lead to 

questions of morality, ethics and conflict of interest.”  

 Lack of transparency, honesty and political interference in the selection process.  

 Nobody knows why a particular individual was selected and why others more qualified were left 

out.  

 It is difficult to assess the performance of a secretary to the government due to complex nature 

of the job. So it would be difficult to measure the performance of lateral entrants. 

 If the selection is politically motivated, it may degrade the system. 

Way forward: 

 An intensive training program for entrants from the private sector to civil services need to be 

formulated which help them understanding the complex nature of work in Government. 

 There should be open competition for the Lateral entry with due transparent process including 

all necessary checks and balances to ensure persons with integrity and political neutrality enters 

the government service. 

 Government must ensure that only candidates, the likes of whom are not available in the 

existing system, are appointed. If they turn out to be truly outstanding, there should be 

provisions to induct them permanently in the government, with approval of the UPSC, and 

consider them for higher postings. 

 Government must also allow deputation of its officers to private sector as well so that they get 

exposure to market practices and fresh ideas.  

 The remedy lies not through lateral induction but through more rigorous performance appraisal 

and improved personnel management.  

 The government can consider lateral entry to head certain mission-mode projects and public-

sector entities where private-sector expertise actually matters.  

 The process of selection needs to be transparent. 

 A credible statutory agency like UPSC should be entrusted with the responsibility of recruitment. 

Conclusion: 

After all, the structure that we have inherited is largely a colonial structure which regrettably, hasn’t 

undergone many changes even after 70 years of Independence. Thus, this ‘revolving-door’ which is 

there in some countries can be adopted by us as long as we keep an open mind, and see how it 

functions. But the key again to the success of this scheme would lie in selecting the right people in a 

manner which is manifestly transparent. 
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“Mizoram is caught between a humanitarian urge and India’s policy on refugees”, 

explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Economic Times 
Why the question: 
Following the military coup in Myanmar, at least 1,000 people from the adjoining Chin State of 
Myanmar are said to have crossed over to Mizoram, fearing a military crackdown. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the Refugee crisis facing Myanmar and posing concerns on the state of Mizoram. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Set the context of the question with some key fact related to the migration of refugees. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the issue at hand first. 
Explain the concerns associated; Extremism, counter-insurgency and sectarian violence have driven 
people out of Myanmar into India in the past as well. 
Discuss the underlying reasons – Much of the border with Myanmar is without any fence. The tough 
terrain along the border comes in the way of maintaining airtight vigil along the border. Present the 
Centre-State difference in terms of policy to address the issue. The Centre’s directive is at complete 
odds with the State government’s stand. 
The Mizoram government favors providing refuge to the Chins, who are ethnically related to the 
majority Mizos in the State, but the Ministry of Home Affairs has made it clear that “India is not a 
signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol 
thereon”. The Ministry has pointed out that State governments have no powers to grant “refugee 
status to any foreigner”. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done and suggest way forward. 
 Introduction: 

Mizoram is caught between a humanitarian urge and India’s policy on refugees, with the February 1 

military coup in Myanmar. At least 1,000 people from the adjoining Chin State of Myanmar are said 

to have crossed over to Mizoram, fearing a military crackdown. The Ministry of Home Affairs has 

made it clear that “India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereon”. 

Body: 

Background: 

 Amid coup and crisis in Myanmar there is a free movement of refugees from across Myanmar 

into north-eastern states particularly Mizoram.  

 The Centre is now proposing full border fencing. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has written to the Chief Secretaries of Nagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh to “take appropriate action as per law to check illegal influx 

from Myanmar into India.” 
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 India and Myanmar share 1,643-km border and people on either side have familial ties. 

 India and Myanmar share friendly ties with each other, and the security forces of both countries 

have carried out multiple joint operations against Indian insurgent groups that sought a safe 

haven in Myanmar. 

Challenges: 

 Extremism, counter-insurgency and sectarian violence have driven people out of Myanmar into 

India in the past as well.  

 More than 1,200 Buddhists and Christians from Myanmar’s Arakan State had taken refuge in 

Mizoram’s Lawngtlai district in 2017.  

 They fled their homes after the Myanmar Army clashed with the extremist Arakan Army.  

 The refugees stayed back for more than a year. Thousands of Chins are said to be living in 

Mizoram for more than 40 years now. 

 Unlike India’s border with Pakistan and Bangladesh, much of the border with Myanmar is 

without any fence.  

 The border areas between Myanmar and India are not highly difficult to cross, with a large 

percentage of it being unmanned and unfenced. 

 The Assam Rifles personnel guard the border but a tough terrain comes in the way of 

maintaining airtight vigil. 

 There are more than 250 villages with about 3,00,000 people living within 10 km of the India-

Myanmar border. 

 The influx of Myanmar citizens puts India in a difficult position, given New Delhi has close ties 

with the Myanmar military.  

 The Myanmar military has often been supportive to Indian interests by helping to crackdown on 

North-East insurgency forces that have their bases set up across the Myanmar borders. 

 India and Myanmar have an arrangement called Free Movement Regime (FMR) which allows 

locals on both sides to go upto 16 km across the other side and stay upto 14 days. Thousands of 

Myanmarese nationals visit regularly for work and to meet relatives.  

 In March 2020, FMR was suspended due to COVID-2019 and no one has been being allowed 

since.  

 The fallout of this, officials said, was that there has been an increase smuggling across the 

border as the livelihood of people has been disrupted due to the pandemic. 

 For central agencies and Assam Rifles on the ground, it is a tricky situation in maintaining a 

delicate balance in executing the MHA orders and maintaining the cordial relations with the 

States agencies and the locals. 

India’s response to refugee situation: 
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 As a humanitarian gesture, the Mizoram government on February 26 issued a standard 

operating procedure (SOP) to Deputy Commissioners of border districts to facilitate the entry of 

refugees and migrants.  

 The SOP stated that all Myanmar nationals entering Mizoram in connection with the political 

developments in the country shall be properly identified. 

 The government said those facing a threat to their lives should be treated as refugees, given 

medical care, relief and rehabilitation and security.  

 But the SOP was revoked on March 6 after the Centre conveyed its displeasure to the State over 

the development.  

 On March 10, the North East Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs issued a letter to chief 

secretaries of Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Director General of Assam 

Rifles, directing them not to allow refugees from Myanmar and take appropriate action as per 

law.  

 The Ministry pointed out that State governments have no powers to grant “refugee status to any 

foreigner”. 

Way forward: 

 The immediate need of the hour is to discuss and have high level talks regarding the fallout of 

the military coup in Myanmar last month and the influx of refugees to Mizoram through the 

border. 

 India cannot turn a blind eye to this humanitarian crisis unfolding right in front of us in our own 

backyard as this could have repercussions later. 

 The humanitarian crisis faced by the people in the Myanmar should be taken into consideration 

and provided with intermediate relief to the refugees (Chin community) with whom Mizo people 

have ethnic ties and have close contacts from even before India became independent. 

 The central government’s intervention for providing necessary relief measures to refugees 

staying in Mizoram should be expedited  

 India must take a more proactive role and raise a stronger voice in support of people fighting for 

the restoration of democracy in Myanmar. 

Analyze the scope of base wage policy at a time when at least half a dozen states in the 

country are in a rush to pass a law that reserves 75% of all jobs for locals. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The column from Livemint explains in what way the view that wage floors reduce jobs and don’t help 
workers has roundly been proven false. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine the scope of base wage policy at a time when at least half a dozen states in the country are 
in a rush to pass a law that reserves 75% of all jobs for locals. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Start with factual data related to states that have propounded reservations for locals. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Issues with the policy of job reservation for locals 
Background to the Minimum Wage 
Discuss the Minimum Wage Policy in India 
Arguments against raising base wage- Neo classical bogey 
Arguments for raising the base wage 
Conclusion: 
Minimum Wage has to be large enough to make a material difference to workers but small enough 
to keep demand inelastic. 
Introduction: 

At least half a dozen states of India are in a rush to pass a law that reserves 75% of all jobs for locals. 

Such a law would be deemed unconstitutional, and is unlikely to increase employment by much for 

locals, as compared to other strategies such as subsidizing skill-building and training, or improving 

commuting infrastructure, or creating an efficient jobs marketplace. 

On the other hand, a wage floor (Code on wages) will neither create employment nor reduce 

poverty. This is the neo-classical position, most vehemently articulated by Milton Friedman and 

George Stigler back in the 1940s. 

Body: 

Issue with job reservation for locals: 

 Compulsion on companies to employ locals might compromise quality and delay the 

recovery phase. 

 Compulsions to employ decreases the competitiveness of companies. Apart from that, such 

measures directly discourage investment potential in a state. 

 It might lead to the inspector raj prior to 1991 economic reforms. 

 This step would create friction among locals and non-locals in the implementing states. This 

will shake the fundamental of Indian democracy (Unity in Diversity) in long run. 

 Reservation to locals also violates Article 19(1)(g) is violated by Haryana’s law as outsiders 

won’t be able to effectively do any job of their choice in the state. 

Along with this, if minimum wage is combined, this will be a double whammy for Indian economy. 

Minimum wage policy: Background 

 The new wage code removes the multiplicity of wage definitions, which can significantly 

reduce litigation as well as compliance cost for employers. 

 The new Act links minimum wage across the country to the skills of the employee and the 

place of employment. 

 It seeks to universalizes the provisions of minimum wages and timely payment of wages to 

all employees irrespective of the sector and wage ceiling. 
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 A National Floor Level Minimum Wage will be set by the Centre and will be revised every 

five years, while states will fix minimum wages for their regions, which cannot be lower than 

the floor wage. 

Issues with raising base wage 

 Minimum wages won’t help workers, it will lead to more automation and skew the mix away 

from labour to capital. 

 David Card and Alan Krueger using inter-state data in US, were able to show that changes in 

minimum wage did not affect employment. 

 Higher pay for low-skilled workers also reduces churn and decreases the overall cost of 

training and retention of workers for their employers. 

Way Forward: 

 The government should focus on “Need Based Minimum Wage” covering nutrition, healthcare, 

education, housing and provisions of old-age. 

 An effective minimum wage policy that targets the vulnerable bottom rung of wage earners can 

help in driving up aggregate demand and building and strengthening the middle class, and thus 

spur a phase of sustainable and inclusive growth. 

 There are number of labour-intensive manufacturing sectors in India such as food processing, 

leather and footwear, wood manufacturers and furniture, textiles and apparel and garments. 

Special packages, individually designed for each industry are needed to create jobs. 

 Decentralisation of Industrial activities is necessary so that people of every region get 

employment. 

 

Precise implementation of reservation policies in India is hampered due to the multiple 

Constitutional amendments, state-level legislation and legal uncertainties and 

infirmities about court judgments. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Business-standard.com 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the recent observation made by the apex court – A more divisive society 
and economic disasters ahead if reservations above 50 per cent are deemed legal by the Supreme 
Court. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of coming of reservation system in the country. 
Body: 
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The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
·         Explain the evolution of Reservation Policy in India. 
·        Then discuss the Issues with Reservation Policy in India – Overlapping, Violation of ceiling 
provision, Complex implementation, Issues in identifying creamy layer, Politically and emotionally 
sensitive issue etc. 
Discuss the policies of the government in this direction from past to present. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India needs to gradually wean itself off all forms of reservations while providing 
adequate financial support to those who are socially and educationally backward. 
Introduction: 

Affirmative action to the socially weaker section was deemed necessary due to the historical 

injustice suffered by few communities in India, by virtue of their birth. The provisions of Article 15 

(4) of the Indian Constitution enabled reservations for the socially and educationally backward. 

Reservations were initially intended to last for 10 years but have been subsequently extended every 

10 years. 

Body: 

Reservation Policy in India: 

 In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 340 of the Constitution, the President 

appointed a backward class commission in December 1978 under the chairmanship of B. P. 

Mandal. 

 The Mandal Commission concluded that India’s population consisted of approximately 52 

percent OBCs, therefore 27% government jobs should be reserved for them. 

 In the Indra Sawhney Case of 1992, the Supreme Court while upholding the 27 percent 

quota for backward classes, struck down the government notification reserving 10% 

government jobs for economically backward classes among the higher castes. 

 Supreme Court in the same case also upheld the principle that the combined reservation 

beneficiaries should not exceed 50 percent of India’s population.  

 The concept of ‘creamy layer’ also gained currency through this judgment and provision 

that reservation for backward classes should be confined to initial appointments only and 

not extend to promotions. 

 The Supreme Court in M. Nagaraj v. Union of India 2006 case while upholding the 

constitutional validity of Art 16(4A) held that any such reservation policy in order to be 

constitutionally valid shall satisfy the following three constitutional requirements: 

 The SC and ST community should be socially and educationally backward. 

 The SC and ST communities are not adequately represented in Public employment. 

 Such reservation policy shall not affect the overall efficiency in the administration. 

 In Jarnail Singh case, Supreme Court notified the Centre to consider cream layer even for 

the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe community. It also removed the requirement of 

produced quantifiable data to prove backwardness. 

Multiple issues with Reservation Policy: 
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 Tamil Nadu and Karnataka agreed with Maharashtra that the 50% ceiling limit on reservation 

introduced in the Indira Sawhney judgment by a nine-judge Bench of the apex court was not 

“cast in stone”. 

 Over the years, several States such as Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have crossed the rubicon 

and passed laws which allow reservation to over 60%. 

  Eg: The Maharashtra State Reservation for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 

(SEBC) Act of 2018, which provides 12% to 13% quota benefits for the Maratha 

community 

 Moreover, the Centre also implemented additional reservation to the Economically Weaker 

Section on the basis of income and property, under 103rd Constitution Amendment Act. 

Accordingly, the provision for 10% reservation to the EWS was implemented by the Government 

in January 2019. 

 On the other hand, States such as Haryana, Andhra Pradesh have passed laws to provide 75% 

job reservation to locals in private sector as well on the basis of residence. 

 Current reservation system is highly inefficient. Reservations can only benefit less than 1 per 

cent SCs, while creating an illusion that all are benefited. SCs in India are about 22 crores, but 

reserved jobs for them would be only a few lakhs. So very few will get the benefit of 

reservations, and even these will be mostly from the ‘creamy layer’. 

 Our politicians use reservations for their vote bank politics. So, the real purpose of reservations 

is not to benefit the SCs/OBCs but to benefit the politicians. 

 Caste reservations have further perpetuated the caste system, instead of helping in destroying 

it. Caste is a feudal institution, which has to be destroyed if India is to progress, but reservations 

further entrench it. 

Conclusion: 

India needs to rethink its reservation policy and based on just one indicator of either caste or 

income. A multiplicity of factor plays a role, and a deprivation index must be captured based on 

weights to these parameters. Moreover, uniform minimum reservation policy in education, jobs, 

promotions must be envisaged rather than giving leeway to states, which would base the 

reservation policy on political expediency rather than on sound rationale. Eventually, current 

reservation system must end and support to build a strong human capital must be the target of the 

government in India. 

In order to leverage demographic dividend, there is a need to have a systematic 

approach so as to create a suitable environment to develop opportunities for gainful 

employment of the rural youth. Comment. (250 words ) 
Reference:  The Diplomat 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of demographic dividend and importance of rural youth. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how in order to leverage demographic dividend, there is a need to have a systematic 
approach so as to create a suitable environment to develop opportunities for gainful employment of 
the rural youth. 
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Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the context of rising unemployment in India. 
Body: 
India is one of the youngest countries in the world, where the proportion of the rural youth 
population forms the majority share in India’s youth population. However, in recent years 
unemployment rates have been on the rise. Moreover, agriculture and allied activities constitute the 
bulk of the rural economy, its dominance has been dwindling over the years. Therefore, engaging 
rural youth in productive agricultural activities will help India to reap the benefits of the demographic 
dividend. 
Discuss the rural-centric policies that can help to harness the demographic dividend. 
Account for the efforts of the government in this direction. 
  
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude that harnessing demographic dividend for country’s growth would require rural-
centric policies. 
Introduction: 

Demographic dividend, as defined by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) means, “the 

economic growth potential that can result from shifts in a population’s age structure, mainly when 

the share of the working-age population (15 to 64) is larger than the non-working-age share of the 

population (14 and younger, and 65 and older).” India has one of the youngest populations in an 

aging world. By 2020, the median age in India will be just 28 years. Demographics can change the 

pace and pattern of economic growth. 

 

Body: 

Need to have a systematic approach to tap the demographic dividend: 

 The study on demographic dividend in India by United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

throws up two interesting facts.  

 The window of demographic dividend opportunity in India is available for five decades from 

2005-06 to 2055-56, longer than any other country in the world.  

 This demographic dividend window is available at different times in different states because of 

differential behaviour of the population parameters. 

 Since 2018, India’s working-age population (people between 15 and 64 years of age) has grown 

larger than the dependent population (defined as children aged 14 or below as well as people 

above 65 years of age).  

 This bulge in the working-age population is going to last till 2055, or 37 years from its beginning. 

 This transition happens largely because of a decrease in the total fertility rate (TFR, which is the 

number of births per woman) after the increase in life expectancy gets stabilised.  
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 Many Asian economies — Japan, China, South Korea — were able to use this ‘demographic 

dividend’, defined by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) as the growth potential that 

results from shifts in a population’s age structure. 

Challenges associated with harnessing the Demographic Dividend in India: 

 Different sections of the population have unequal access to resources like education and 

technology. 

 Different states have different demographic transition like Kerala and Tamil Nadu are witnessing 

demographic dividend, Andhra Pradesh and Delhi are opening up the demographic dividend, 

Bihar and UP are yet to open up. 

 Technological change is making labour partially or wholly redundant in a number of sectors, 

across the world. Even where labour is still necessary, increasing complexity of production 

requires labourers to have a minimum skill level that is much higher than the skill level required 

during the labour-intensive output boom in China and South-East Asia in the past decades. 

 The infrastructure put up in place in cities are not able to handle migration. 

 Dissatisfaction cited are unsecure jobs, low salaries, stressful environment, and mismatch 

between job and qualification. 

 Social and political problem associated with regional disparity. 

 Female labour force participation has decreased. 

 Educational imbalances: The quality of primary schooling and teachers in India is very poor. ASER 

reports show the quality of education among children. Moreover, because modern ailments 

such as obesity are increasing in many developed countries, there is no guarantee that adult 

longevity will continue to increase perpetually. 

 Employment issues 

Way Forward: 

 To be able to harness the potential of this large working population, which is growing by leaps 

and bounds, new job generation is a must. The nation needs to create jobs to absorb the 

addition of young people into the workforce. 

 Improved infrastructure, skill development, access to easy finance, reducing barriers to 

entrepreneurship and forums for mentorship of emerging entrepreneurs in partnership with 

corporates are some of measures. 

 India has to invest more in human capital formation at all levels, from primary education to 

higher education, cutting-edge research and development as well as on vocational training to 

increase the skill sets of its growing working-age population. 

 The current situation calls for more and better schools, especially in rural areas. It also calls for 

better transportation links between rural areas and regional urban hubs. 

 Equally important focus on elderly people to make use of their wisdom and experience. 
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 Increasing the number of formal jobs in labour intensive, export-oriented sectors such as 

textiles, leather and footwear, gems and jewellery etc. These sectors also have a higher share 

of the female workforce. 

 The flagship schemes such as Skill India, make in India, and Digital India have to be 

implemented to achieve convergence between skill training and employment generation. 

 Increased use of technology in all sectors. 

 The government must also ensure better quality of jobs with a focus on matching skill-sets and 

job opportunities. 

 There is a need to look into these qualitative issues of job satisfaction, job profile and skill 

matching, and the creation of opportunities for entrepreneurship in order to be able to harness 

the vast potential of human resources. 

 Conclusion: 

A multi-pronged approach is imperative to reap the demographic dividend. Universal education, 

value-added skills accretion and massive growth in employment in the formal sectors should be the 

key focus areas. There is also a need to engage with the youth and create an enabling environment 

for entrepreneurship. The demographic dividend offers them a unique opportunity to boost living 

standards, but they must act now to manage their older populations in the near future by 

implementing policies that ensure a safe and efficient harnessing of the Demographic Dividend. 

Highlight and explain the key challenges for global recovery from the pandemic and the 

importance of a proactive response from the developed countries. (250 words) 
Reference: Business standard  
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the article – Avoiding a K-shaped global recovery. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Highlighting key challenges for global recovery from the pandemic and the importance of a proactive 
response from the developed countries. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly present the context of the question. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Challenges in recovery from COVID-19 pandemic – 
Global character and the continuing crisis in many developing countries: Report by Institute for New 
Economic Thinking’s (INET) Commission on Global Economic Transformation cited that achieving a 
rapid global recovery requires all countries to be able to declare independence from the virus. 
Threat of mutation: Will put everyone at risk as long as the virus continues to flourish anywhere. 
Supply constraints due to poorly designed international intellectual-property regime: 
IP reform, in general, is long overdue, vested interest corporate lobbies and myopic governments in 
developed countries holding back reforms. 
Rise of “Pandemic nationalism”: Exposed deficiencies in global trade, investment, and IP regimes. 
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Inequality: Based on World Bank data, US spending have been some 8,000 times higher than that of 
least-developed countries. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

COVID-19 is a global challenge that demands researchers, policy makers, and governments address 

multiple dimensions which go far beyond the implications of this pandemic for health and wellbeing. 

Just as the UN Sustainable Development Goals call for focus on the connections between 

development policy sectors, the pandemic has exposed the complex global interdependencies that 

underpin economies and highlighted fault lines in societal structures that perpetuate ethnic, 

economic, social, and gender inequalities.  

A report for the Institute for New Economic Thinking’s (INET) Commission on Global Economic 

Transformation, achieving a rapid global recovery requires that all countries be able to declare 

independence from the virus. 

Body: 

key challenges for global recovery from the pandemic: 

The COVID-19 pandemic is the biggest challenge the world is facing since World War-II and is an 

important turning point in the history of humanity, as told by Indian PM in G20 summit. 

 Food insecurity:  

 In 2018, 820 million people worldwide were experiencing chronic hunger; by 2019, those 

living with acute, crisis-level food insecurity had increased from 113 million to 135 million.  

 COVID-19 could almost double this number to 265 million by the end of 2020. 

 Without international collaboration, protectionist measures by national governments and 

disrupted supply chains could cause food shortages, increasing food prices worldwide. 

 Higher frequency of disasters: 

 agricultural and natural disasters such as extreme weather events (requiring years of 

recovery), plagues of locusts, and armyworms sweeping across continents are hurting food 

production and creating further stress on local, national, and regional food systems across 

the world. 

 Antimicrobial resistance could increase following extensive antibiotic use for patients with 

COVID-19 and interrupted treatment of existing conditions. 

 Education crisis: 

 Most governments around the world have temporarily shut schools in an effort to enforce 

social distancing and slow viral transmission.  

 The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) estimates that 60% of 

the world's student population has been affected, with 1·19 billion learners out of school 

across 150 countries. 
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 Loss of access to education not only diminishes learning in the short term but also increases 

long-term dropout rates and reduces future socioeconomic opportunities. 

 Human Rights Violation: 

 Even without a pandemic, conflict is often the ultimate social determinant of health, 

producing a wide variety of health challenges ranging from constraints on health systems to 

difficulties in delivering and accessing health services.  

 COVID-19 amplifies governments' potential to exercise unlimited executive powers that 

might exacerbate conflicts and have a devastating impact on conflict-affected populations.  

 The UN Security Council's call for a global ceasefire to allow access to vulnerable 

populations for prevention of and response to COVID-19 has not been heeded, and there is 

increasing exchange of artillery and shelling across some of the oldest conflict fault lines. 

 International agreements, treaties, and peace agreements have been disregarded as the 

world focuses on COVID-19. 

 Mobility issues of Displaced persons: 

 Restrictions on mobility could have devastating effects on the world's 79·5 million displaced 

persons, many of whom live in crowded conditions with limited access to employment or 

services.  

 COVID-19 might be the first major challenge to the Global Compact on Refugees and the 

Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, both of which promise a “whole of 

society approach”. 

 Child and women health: 

 adverse effects are likely to include rising childhood malnutrition and potentially rickets 

and, in the longer term, increased incidence of chronic conditions due to reductions in 

physical activity and income. 

Importance of a proactive response from the developed countries: 

 Agile and urgent responses to specific needs arising from the complex emergency of the current 

pandemic are clearly crucial.  

 Mitigation measures that are affordable and appropriate for diverse resource-poor 

environments are urgently required. 

 Beyond unleashing their fiscal firepower, developed countries would help themselves and the 

global recovery by pursuing three policies.  

 First, they should push for a large issuance of special drawing rights (SDRs), the International 

Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) global reserve asset.  

 As matters stand, the IMF could immediately issue about $650 billion in SDRs without seeking 

approval from member-state legislatures.  

 And the expansionary effect could be boosted significantly if rich countries were to transfer their 

disproportionately larger allocations to countries in need of cash. 
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 The second set of actions also involves the IMF, owing to its large role in shaping 

macroeconomic policies in the developing world, particularly in countries that have turned to it 

for help with balance-of-payments problems.  

 In an encouraging sign, the IMF has actively supported the pursuit of massive, prolonged fiscal 

packages by the US and the European Union, and has even recognised the need for enhanced 

public spending in developing countries, despite the adverse external conditions. 

 Lastly, developed countries could orchestrate a comprehensive response to the overwhelming 

debt problems many countries are facing.  

 Money spent servicing debt is money that is not helping countries fight the virus and restart 

their economies. 

 The responses of education systems to COVID-19 need to be particularly cognisant of cultural 

and contextual factors, including gendered, socioeconomic, and geographical differences, in 

order to ensure that they do not exacerbate inequalities. 

 Political leaders in the developed world must recognise that no one is safe until everyone is safe, 

and that a healthy global economy is not possible without a strong recovery everywhere. 

Way forward: 

 Developing a new global index for the post-corona world that comprises four key elements –  

 creation of a vast talent pool 

 ensuring that technology reaches all segments of society 

 transparency in systems of governance 

 dealing with Mother Earth with a spirit of trusteeship. 

 The need of the hour is to identify transformative opportunities, such as the impetus provided 

by temporary shifts in working practices and transport patterns for longer-term changes to 

mitigate future crises of planetary health and personal wellbeing.  

 The pandemic has offered us a collective glimpse of alternative possible futures and 

opportunities.  

 Tackling the persistent root causes of risk that are reproduced through inequitable development 

processes and persistent poverty will allow the Sustainable Development Goal of equitable and 

sustainable development to be realised for all. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

The continuously rising food subsidy bill calls for fundamental reforms in the current 

PDS model. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
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Why the question: 
The article from The Hindu presents – “A Case for a Revamped, Need-Based PDS”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the need for reforms in the PDS model of the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting first about the background of the current PDS model. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Key Issues with current PDS model – Food subsidy bill becoming unmanageably large, Rise in the 
quantity of food grains drawn by States, Neglect of price revision, Variation in retail issue prices, 
Political compulsions etc. 
Suggest what needs to be done – solutions like; revisit NFSA norms and coverage, “Give-up” option, 
Flat rates should be replaced with a slab system etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Public Distribution System (PDS) is an Indian food security system which evolved as a system for 

distribution of food grains at affordable prices and management of emergency situations. It 

distributes subsidized food and non-food items to India's poor. This scheme was launched in June 

1947. It functions through a network of Fair Price Shops at a subsidized price on a recurring basis. 

Body: 

Importance of PDS: 

 Food grains to the poor, at prices lower than the price of food grains at private shops. 

 Food grains are directly purchased from farmers, assuring farmers with a greater price. 

 Make goods available to consumers, especially the disadvantaged /vulnerable sections of society 

at fair prices. 

 Rectify the existing imbalances between the supply and demand for consumer goods. Check and 

prevent hoarding and black marketing in essential commodities. 

 Ensure social justice in distribution of basic necessities of life. 

 Even out fluctuations in prices and availability of mass consumption goods. 

 Support poverty-alleviation programmes, particularly, rural employment programmes, 

(SGRY/SGSY/IRDP/ Mid-day meals, ICDS, DWCRA, SHGs and Food for Work and educational 

feeding programmes. 

Challenges faced by PDS: 

Procurement: 
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 Open-ended Procurement: All incoming grains accepted even if buffer stock is filled creating a 

shortage in the open market.  

 The recent implementation of Nation food security act would only increase the quantum of 

procurement resulting in higher prices for grains. 

 The gap between required and existing storage capacity. 

 The provision of minimum support price has encouraged farmers to divert land from production 

of coarse grains that are consumed by poor, to rice and wheat. 

Storage: 

 Inadequate storage capacity with FCI. 

 Food grains rotting or damaging on the CAP or Cover & Plinth storage. 

 The storage of foodgrains inculcates high carrying costs on the government. 

Allocation of food grains: 

 Identification of poor by the states is not fool proof. A large number of poor and needy persons 

are left out and a lot of fake cards are also issued.  

 Illicit Fair Price shops: The shop owners have created a large number of bogus cards or ghost 

cards (cards for non-existent people) to sell food grains in the open market. 

Transportation: 

 Leakage and diversion of food grains during transportation. 

 Uneven distribution of Food generations, procurement and distribution. For example: north 

eastern states are very far from Punjab and Haryana, from where wheat is procured. To 

transport food grains from Punjab to far flung areas in North east will entail cost and time both. 

Other issues: 

 Many times, good quality food grains are replaced with poor quality cheap food grains. 

 Public distribution system includes only few food grains such as wheat and rice, it does not fulfil 

the requirement of complete nutrition. 

 Fair Price Shop owner gets fake Ration cards and sell the food grains in the open market. 

PDS Reforms undertaken by Government: 

 Aadhaar Linked and digitized ration cards: This allows online entry and verification of 

beneficiary data. It also enables online tracking of monthly entitlements and off-take of 

foodgrains by beneficiaries. 

 Computerized Fair Price Shops: FPS automated by installing ‘Point of Sale’ device to swap the 

ration card. It authenticates the beneficiaries and records the quantity of subsidized grains given 

to a family. 

 DBT: Under the Direct Benefit Transfer scheme, cash is transferred to the beneficiaries’ account 

in lieu of foodgrains subsidy component. They will be free to buy food grains from anywhere in 
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the market. For taking up this model, pre-requisites for the States/UTs would be to complete 

digitization of beneficiary data and seed Aadhaar and bank account details of beneficiaries. It is 

estimated that cash transfers alone could save the exchequer Rs. 30,000 crores every year. 

 Use of GPS technology: Use of Global Positioning System (GPS) technology to track the 

movement of trucks carrying foodgrains from state depots to FPS which can help to prevent 

diversion. 

 SMS-based monitoring: Allows monitoring by citizens so they can register their mobile numbers 

and send/receive SMS alerts during dispatch and arrival of TPDS commodities 

 Use of web-based citizens’ portal: Public Grievance Redressal Machineries, such as a toll-free 

number for call centres to register complaints or suggestions. 

Way forward: 

 Primacy should be given to ensuring that the functioning of FCI is streamlined and fast paced as 

per recommendations of the Shanta Kumar Committee. 

 100 lakh ton silo storage capacity must be created in the country. For this, RITES has been 

assigned the task of changing the silo model and they will give their recommendations in 90 days 

to FCI. 

 At present, there are 3 types of labourers in FCI namely Departmental, Daily Payment System 

(DPS) and No work no pay workers along with contractual labour. Government of India is 

deliberating to finish the 3 different arrangements and bring all workers of FCI under a single, 

uniform system which will bring stability of tenure and secured wages for all. 

 To improve the usage of Information Technology in FCI, a Human Resource Management System 

(HRMS) must be implemented. 

Conclusion: 

PDS has helped bring about the socio-economic justice by helping alleviate hunger, malnutrition, 

anaemia among poorest of the poor, BPL citizens, women and children. The use of ICT to reduce the 

touch-points will further increase the efficiency of PDS. 

Discuss the challenges in implementation of the recent policy of providing reservation 

to economically weaker sections (EWS). Do you think the reservation should be based 

on economic criteria instead of caste? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is about evaluation the basis of reservation. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the challenges in implementation of the recent policy of providing reservation to 
economically weaker sections (EWS). And explain what should be the criteria for reservations. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with setting the context of the question. Like the 103rd constitutional amendment has added 
provision for reservation to EWS category recently. According to the amendment, people who fall in 
the following category can avail the benefits (Now write the criteria for reservation briefly in points) 
Body: 
Talk about the aspects involved in EWS reservations and discuss the challenges in implementation of 
the move. Discuss in detail the SC directions in Indira Sawhney case that are relevant to the answer. 
2ndpara: you have to take the stand. And discuss the pros and cons of reservation on the basis of 
economic criteria. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with how reservation is not a panacea for the vulnerability of the socially and economically 
weaker section and suggest some alternatives like focus on elementary education, vocational 
training, and building entrepreneurship skills in youth etc. 
 Introduction: 

The President of India has given his assent to the bill providing 10% reservation in jobs and 

educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in the general category. The 

legislation will be known as the Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019 and it shall come into 

force on such date as the Centre notifies. 

Body: 

The act was passed in a hurry. State governments were not consulted about this move that required 

the Constitution to be amended. The Union government wants to ensure that no group is left out by 

new quota. The government is keen on a roll-out in the forthcoming academic session and is framing 

rules for implementation of the quota in private institutions as well. The constitutional amendment 

passed by Parliament states the reservation will be applicable in aided as well as unaided 

institutions.  

There are significant strains on the educational institutes as 

Universities: 

 In order to ensure that the reservations don’t impact seats for other categories, additional 25% 

seats to be created in educational institutions.  

 This additional enrolment would require universities and colleges to add to infrastructure very 

quickly – classrooms, teachers, hostels in a short span of time. 

 In centrally funded higher education institutions (HEIs) from the 2019-20 academic session, the 

Centre has decided to foot the additional financial requirements. 

 The paucity of time and the amount of money allotted for infrastructure would be debatable if 

it is possible to implement the quota in such a short span. 

 A point in case was Punjab University’s statement that it would need about Rs 500 crore to 

implement the new quota. 

Private Institutions: 

 The anxiety is even more acute in private institutions, which will now have to implement the 

quota system that it had ignored all these years. 
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 Most colleges have loans to repay and any restrictions on their ability to charge fees they 

consider appropriate would result in great financial stress. 

 Implementing the new quota is also expected to delay the process of hiring teachers this year. 

State Governments: 

 The quota would place an additional burden on state governments if they are expected to 

implement it in the 2019-2020 academic year. 

 Most Indians who access higher education attend state-level institutions, which receive grants 

from the state coffers. 

 This does not bode well for state budgets, especially in states like Kerala, Maharashtra and Tamil 

Nadu where public higher education institutions are strong. 

Students: 

 Lack of clarity on payment of fees in private colleges despite gaining an entry through EWS quota 

will be a futile attempt for the students. 

Reservation is a fundamentally political promise made in acknowledgement of the fact that caste 

literally excludes sizeable communities from Indian society. The primary reason why reservation was 

written into India’s Constitution was to ensure representation of all social groups in positions of 

power. 

Yes, reservation should be based only on caste and not economic status: 

 Reservation is intended not to be an anti-poverty programme. The government has many 

programmes which are, in principle, accessible to all poor people. 

 Reservation exists because, in addition to being more likely to be poor than general castes, 

Dalits, backward Muslims, and Adivasis face social discrimination and exclusion that poor people 

from general caste backgrounds do not face. 

 The fact that the right to education, the right to own land, the right to conduct business, or to 

pursue a well-remunerated occupation has been reserved for men from high caste backgrounds 

for generations means that government must take steps to correct the unequal distribution of 

rights. 

 Historical injustice: Caste based reservation is a necessity in India because of historical 

negligence and injustice caused to those backward communities. 

 Level Playing field: Reservation provides a level playing field as it is difficult for the backward 

sections who were historically deprived of education, skills and economic mobility to suddenly 

start competing with those who had access to those means for centuries. 

 Meritocracy is important, however, it will have no meaning without equality. The caste based 

reservation also minimized the gap between upper and lower castes to a great extent. 

 Administration quality: A study revealed that reservations have not affected the efficiency of 

administration, but enhanced quality. The best example is the Indian Railways in which the 

SC/ST employees comprise more in number, and the results have been better. 
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 As for economically weak SCs and STs, they need both financial support as well as reservation to 

ensure fair access to employment and education. 

 Malaysia, South Africa and many countries in the European Union have supplemented anti-

poverty policies with equal opportunity policies for excluded groups based on group identity. 

No, reservation shouldn’t be based only on caste and but also economic status: 

 Majority of lower castes have stepped up the social ladder and are now on an equal status 

compared to the general population. Hence, there is no need for reservation anymore. 

 Reservation only provides a limited and short-term solution to the historical injustice issues. 

 Reservation is obviously a tool to address social and educational backwardness, however, it does 

not have solutions for all social and economic ailments. There are much better and innovative 

ways to solve those issues. However, reservation prevents the leadership to come up with viable 

solutions. 

 As the reservation grows larger, it becomes a mechanism of exclusion rather than of inclusion. 

Because, nowadays, the previously advantaged communities have becoming disadvantaged to a 

large extent due to the reservation conundrum. Many upper castes are still plagued by poverty 

and illiteracy.  

 Reservation brings down the economic growth rate of the country as it reduces the efficiency of 

its labour. 

 New reservation on the basis of economic background is based on moral duties which are 

implicitly part of the constitution.  

 Every person has right ‘not face any inequality on the base of any ground’ and, the directive 

principle of state policy (DPSP) is a moral obligation on the state to secure a social order for the 

promotion of the welfare of the people.  

 High economic class and lower economic class and higher economic class in SCs and STs defend 

a reservation for maintaining the status quo.  

 The same scenario is in socially and economically backward class also like Maratha, Jats, gurjars 

etc. is demanding reservation despite high living standard. 

 Reservation on the basis of economic background may pave the way for a casteless society 

which was initially purpose of Dr Ambedkar’s reservation system. 

Way forward: 

 Reservation is a policy tool that is used not only in India. In many countries, reservation or other 

types of affirmative action are used to try to overcome human prejudice based on race, gender, 

ethnicity, religion, caste or any other group identity, and to encourage representation of and 

participation by groups traditionally excluded and discriminated against. 

 One way to make these measures more acceptable and help people better understand the 

historic, social and cultural background behind reservation would be to educate children in 

schools about caste, ethnic, gender and regional diversities and the need for public policy 

interventions to make society more equal and fair. 
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Discuss the effects of lockdown on India’s migrant workers; also explain how Post-

lockdown misery of India’s migrant workers warrants some urgent measures. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains that the post-lockdown misery of India’s migrant workers warrants some urgent 
measures. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the effects of lockdown on India’s migrant workers; also explain how Post-lockdown misery of 
India’s migrant workers warrants some urgent measures. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One year since the Covid-19 lockdown was imposed; there’s been little change in the hunger levels 
and unemployment rate among migrant workers, especially women. 
Body: 
Explain the effects of lockdown on the migrants first. Distress migration: due to non-existent social 
security and unilateral decisions. Loss of livelihoods, Paradox of hunger despite having plenty, 
Devastating impact on women and children’s nutrition etc. 
Discuss the policies and initiatives of the government in this direction. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The world’s most stringent lockdown in India, revealed the plight of the vulnerable our migrant 

labour force. With no work and no way to feed themselves, removed from family support, millions 

had no choice but to defy the lockdown and return to their villages. One estimate suggested that 

nearly 8 crore migrant workers returned to their native villages. 

Body 

Plight of Indian migrant labour force 

 Low wages: First, business and industry is dependent on migrant labour that is paid less, 

works longer and harder, and is more flexible than local labour.  

 Second-class citizens: Though, in many parts of the world, such a precarious migrant 

workforce travels across national borders, in India, it is a huge internal migrant force 

traversing state borders for informal contract work in more developed parts of the country 

where they are treated as second-class citizens. 

 Unrepresented and harassed:  Usually unable to speak the lingua franca of where they 

migrate to, rarely represented by any union or social movement, they are easily harassed by 

employers, government institutions and by other workers.  

 This vulnerability makes them more easily controlled, cheap and dispensable. 
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 Workers treated the worst often come from regions of India like Jharkhand, Odisha or 

Chhattisgarh which have long suffered a form of internally oppressive structures as their 

indigenous wealth — minerals, forests, other natural resources — has been extracted by 

outsiders, leaving little but high levels of poverty for the locals. 

 Plight of the SC/ST’s: The hardest work in the worst living conditions is done by India’s 

historically disadvantaged minorities.  

 Dalits and Adivasis are overly represented as seasonal labour migrants; they make 

up more than 40% of the seasonal migrant workforce even though they are only 

25% of the population. 

 These seasonal migrant workers are, in turn, supported by a further invisible economy, i.e. 

the household.  

 Seasonal migrants can only be workers because of all the work undertaken across 

generations at home, including care provided by the spouse, children, siblings and 

elderly parents.  

 This unpaid care work goes unnoticed and unaccounted. 

 Labour Laws Relaxed: Rather than protecting migrant workers, the government is now 

making things worse as labour legislation is dismantled further in favour of business and 

industry. 

 No social-security:  Recently, lockdown resulted in a tragedy of a train running over 16 

migrant workers. Leaving their families orphaned and devoid of bread-winners. 

Prime Minister recently announced an economic package totaling Rs 20 lakh crore to tide over the 

Covid-19 crisis under ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’. The Rs 20 lakh crore package includes the 

government’s recent announcements on supporting key sectors and measures by Reserve Bank of 

India. the economic package would be around the 10 per cent of the GDP. The package is expected 

to focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It will cater to various sections including cottage industry, 

MSMEs, labourers, middle class, and industries, among others. 

 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat scheme for migrants: 

 One Nation One Card:  

 Migrant workers will be able to access the Public Distribution System (Ration) from any Fair 

Price Shop in India by March 2021 under the scheme of One Nation One Card.    

 The scheme will introduce the inter-state portability of access to ration for migrant 

labourers.   

 By August 2020 the scheme is estimated to cover 67 crore beneficiaries in 23 states (83% of 

PDS population).   

 All states/union territories are required to complete full automation of fair price shops by 

March 2021 for achieving 100% national portability. 

 Free food grain Supply to migrants:  
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 Migrant workers who are not beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act ration card 

or state card will be provided 5 kg of grains per person and 1 kg of chana per family per 

month for two months.   

 Rs 3,500 crore will be spent on this scheme, and eight crore migrants are estimated to 

benefit under it. 

 Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHC) for Migrant Workers / Urban Poor:  

 The migrant labour/urban poor will be provided living facilities at affordable rent under 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

 This will be achieved by:  

 converting government funded housing in the cities into ARHCs through PPPs. 

 incentivizing manufacturing units, industries, institutions, associations to develop ARHCs on 

their private land and operate them. 

Way forward: 

 Creation of a digital labour database:  

 A national labour database (local and migrant), linked with Aadhaar and Jan Dhan accounts, 

can help capture and monitor various indicators like wage-trends, skillsets, education, etc. 

 Mandating all employers to update the database with details of their permanent and well 

as contractual workers would ensure the plugging of any data gaps.  

 It will also boost formalization of the unorganized sector and aid in upholding of human 

rights. 

 Preventing migration of labour:  

 It is crucial to focus on dispersing economic growth across the country by creating growth 

centers in the less industrialized and backward regions.  

 Initiatives such as One District One Product (ODOP) could be game-changers in tackling 

migration of labour, and a well-thought-out policy/package for industries should be drafted 

to encourage industries to relocate to tier 3-4 cities. 

 Upskilling labour:  

 Setting up labour-industry linkages through Skilled Labour Banks would ensure labourers 

are registered in their local/regional skill banks, which can then be accessed by industry and 

skills training institutes.  

 Industry could suggest requirements and hire local labourers, and if there is a supply gap, 

industry-linked training and upskilling could be done for the workers through the PPP mode.  

 Technology platforms can be set up at the national and state levels, which can help in 

identifying industry’s region-specific demand and providing skills-training accordingly. 

 Private sector participation:  
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 Policy initiatives and the role of private sector to create conducive living conditions by 

providing rental housing facilities for labourers working near industrial areas is the need of 

the hour. 

 This can further be linked with schemes like the PMAY (Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana). 

 Financial safety net:  

 It is important to enhance the coverage of pension for unorganized sector and labourers.  

 The Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan (PMSYM) is the right initiative to ensure 

financial security by making a corpus available for times of exigencies and retirement.  

 The scheme could be linked with the labour data bank of each state in order to ensure 

deeper and wider coverage and awareness.  

 This will also require creating financial discipline and literacy amongst labourers for micro-

savings. 

 Social security framework:  

 One Nation, One Ration Card scheme of India is a well-thought-out scheme and is the need 

of the hour.  

 At present, 28 states/Union territories have been brought under this scheme.  

 This can also be linked with the digital labour databases for efficient food management and 

improved governance, bringing transparency to the Public Distribution System. 

Conclusion:  

In today’s world, where “social and economic inclusion” is one of the major priorities of nation, India 

will have to quickly look at such reforms to bridge the existing disparities. A virtuous cycle of social 

and financial security, access to health and education and providing sustainable employment is 

critical for India to be a developed economy. These initiatives would require both government and 

private stakeholders to join hands and implement these reforms. 

Although the Good Samaritan law is a stride in the right direction, at the same time 

there needs to be more wakefulness around the subject. Deliberate. (250 words) 
Reference:  The wire 
Why the question: 
The Good Samaritan Law is an important legislation passed in the year 2016. This is important for 
UPSC from the point of view of polity, governance, road safety, health facilities and society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain although the Good Samaritan law is a stride in the right direction, at the same time there 
needs to be more wakefulness around the subject. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with some data such as – According to studies, almost 1,50,000 people are killed in road 
accidents in India every year. Nearly 50% of these cases could be prevented if the victims were given 
basic care on time, according to the Law Commission of India. 
Body: 
Define who is a Good Samaritan – “A person who, in good faith, without expectation of reward and 
without any duty of care or special relationship, voluntarily comes forward to administer emergency 
care to an injured person.” 
Then discuss though there is law in place why there is need to ensure more awareness is spread 
among the public about the same. Discuss the challenges associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the problem of road safety is multi-faceted and requires to be assessed from a much 
broader lens of understanding. There is a larger problem of law and order. Unplanned, flawed road 
design and engineering, road rage is other issues that need serious attention of policy makers. 
Introduction: 

Good Samaritan (helpful bystander) is a person who offers assistance to the accident victim without 

fear of any criminal or civil liability. The objective behind effecting Good Samaritan law is to protect 

the bystanders from getting embroiled into police investigation or be subjected to harassment due 

to the legal procedures involved if they decide to help accident victims or even inform hospital and 

police. 

The Supreme Court recently approved the guidelines issued by the Centre for the protection of Good 

Samaritans at the hands of the police or any other authority. The guidelines clearly stipulate that 

people who help victims of road accidents or other calamities are not harassed in any way. 

Body: 

The Need for Good Samaritan Law: 

 The 201st Law Commission of India in a report noted that over 50 per cent of road accident 

deaths can be averted with timely medical care within the first one hour. This translates to 

70,000 lives that could be saved. 

 India reports on an average 15 deaths per hour due to road accidents.  The major impediment 

for bystanders in helping accident victims is harassment by police and other complex judicial 

processes. 

 a World Health Organisation report claims that “skilled and empowered bystanders play a crucial 

role in saving lives” and “in order to enable bystanders to come forward and help injured 

persons, a supportive legal and ethical environment is needed” 

In 2016, in a landmark judgement in the case of SaveLIFE Foundation versus Union of India, the 

Supreme Court instituted a Good Samaritan Law to insulate such persons from legal and procedural 

hassles that have traditionally followed the act of helping an injured person.  

Importance of the guidelines approved by Supreme Court: 

 The decision of the Supreme Court granting legal teeth to the guidelines assumes significance 

because the Centre has always claimed that it has found it difficult to enforce guidelines in the 

absence of any statutory backing.  

 With the court order, the guidelines and standard operating procedures have become binding in 

all states and union territories. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 123 

 The guidelines are an interim measure to deal with the issue till the Centre enacts appropriate 

legislation –but are also a crucial step in that direction. 

Despite enactment of Good Samaritan law people are reluctant to help accident victims because- 

 Crowd discourages individual to take any initiative or lone action. The pressure to behave like 

everybody else greatly increases when someone stands in a mass. So it is natural for people 

standing in a crowd to simply stare rather than to do something. 

 The fear of getting into legal entangles, police investigation and long drawn judicial procedure 

still runs through the minds of bystanders. 

 Most of the people are still unaware of such Good Samaritan guidelines given by Supreme Court. 

Most of the states are yet to make laws in the same. For Example: 84% of the people recently 

surveyed by SaveLIFE Foundation across 11 cities in India were unaware of the Good Samaritan 

Law. 

 Police are failing to create confidence into the minds of people that they would receive the good 

treatment for such noble act of helping. During investigating sessions, the person who is not the 

perpetrator of a crime but merely a helper of the victim is subjected to the same routine 

ruthlessness that the perpetrator might deserve.  

 Law keepers and public servants are unaware of the SC guidelines. The study also revealed that 

most of the health professionals and police personnel interviewed had not received any priming 

on implementing the Good Samaritan Law. 

 Mobiles are playing a role of spoilers as there is increasing tendency of taking photos and 

shooting the accident scene.  

 None of the hospitals and police stations surveyed had displayed a charter of rights for Good 

Samaritans, as mandated by the Supreme Court judgement. 

Evidently, a massive gap exists between the law and its on-ground implementation. 

Way Forward: 

 State governments must actively translate the judgement into state-specific Good Samaritan 

laws. 

 Establish implementation mechanisms for the law. 

 Effective grievance redressal systems. 

 Reward and recognition schemes for Good Samaritans. 

 Provision for Good Samaritans as in the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill. 

 There is urgent need of reforming police behaviour and methods of investigation towards good 

Samaritans. Police particularly working on ground level must be sensitized towards citizen’s 

concerns that deter them from offering help. 

 Thumb rule to protect those who come forward to help accident victims from civil or criminal 

liability. It will be optional for them to disclose their identity to the police or medical personnel. 

Conclusion:  
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 These are still early days in the history of the Good Samaritan law. It will take a long time for 

people to feel secure under its provisions. The will of the society to bring positive change would save 

many premature deaths. 

Note: Karnataka came up with India’s first Good Samaritan law. According to the new law, the 

Karnataka government will extend financial assistance to good samaritans who help accident 

victims, they will not have to make repeated attendances in courts and police stations. Further, in 

case of mandatory attendance at courts and police stations, a Good Samaritan Fund will be created 

which will take care of all expenses. 

 The new legislation stipulates that after the victim has been admitted to the hospital, the 

good samaritan can leave immediately and all government as well as private hospitals are bound to 

give first aid the accident victims. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

What do you understand by “Gender-based sanitation insecurity” ? account for role 

that women can play to drive change in achieving the goals of the Swachh Bharat 

Mission in the country . (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the role of gender in sanitation and hygiene. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Present the concept of Gender-based sanitation insecurity and account for role that women can play 
to drive change in achieving the goals of the Swachh Bharat Mission in the country. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what is meant by “Gender-based sanitation insecurity”. 
Body: 
Explain that there is a disproportionate burden faced by women especially shortage of or the non-
availability of sanitation facilities that can be also called “Gender-based sanitation insecurity.” 
Discuss the associated challenges – The desire for privacy during bathing and defecation is different 
in the case of girls and women than men. Thus, the non-availability of proper sanitation facilities 
creates a helpless situation for females and leads to the risk of faucal-orally transmitted diseases, 
urogenital tract infections, urinary incontinence, and chronic constipation. 
Then account for role that women can play to drive change in achieving the goals of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction 

Women face a disproportionate burden of bad sanitation, such as urination-related, defecation-

related and menstruation-related concerns and it affects adolescent girls and women more than 

men. This is called as Gender-based Sanitation insecurity which can have a direct impact on health, 

physical security and education outcomes of women. 

Body 

Issues faced by women due to improper sanitation 

Inadequate or no access to sanitation affects women and girls in the following ways: 

● Unhygienic (public) toilets and latrines threaten the health of women and girls who are 

prone to reproductive tract infections caused by poor sanitation. 

● In the absence of sanitary facilities, factors such as cultural norms of female modesty mean 

that women often have to wait until dark to go to the toilet. To avoid the need for such 

frequent toilet use, women often drink less, causing severe health impacts (urinary tract 

infections, chronic constipation and other gastric disorders). Toilet-avoidance dehydration is 

a particular health threat to pregnant women. 
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● When sanitation facilities are available, women often bear cleaning responsibilities and, in 

many cases, also are responsible for the disposal of human waste (such as “manual 

scavengers”), often without adequate health protection or equipment. 

● Especially children and old people suffer from WSS related diseases, especially diarrhea. 

Women usually take care of them, have to stay home and cannot follow productive 

activities. 

● During menstruation, pregnancy and postnatal stages the need for adequate sanitation 

becomes even more critical. 

● Girls and women stay at home during menstruation if the school or work place does not 

provide adequate WSS conditions. 

● Women who are pregnant commonly have greater urgency of urination and need high-

standard sanitation facilities to meet their needs. 

● When women and girls use public or open sanitation facilities, they are extremely vulnerable 

to violence, especially if they have to use those facilities at night. 

 

Role of Women in achieving goals of Swachh Bharat 

● In Jharkhand, trained women masons built over 15 lakh toilets in one year, and helped the 

state achieve its open defecation free (rural) target. 

● The India Sanitation Coalition has helped link micro-finance with self-help groups run by 

women for sanitation needs. Increasingly, interventions with these groups which drive 

livelihoods can be designed to produce income and well-being impact with water, sanitation, 

and hygiene (WASH) programmes. 

● The government has also very effectively used over 8 lakh swachhagrahis, mainly women, 

who for small honorariums work to push through behavioural change at the community 

level. 

● Case Study: Uttara Thakur, a differently-abled panchayat head from Chhattisgarh, was 

determined to improve sanitation services in her village. She went door-to-door to motivate 

people to use toilets. Her contagious spirit mobilised the whole village to join hands and 

become open-defecation free. 

● Main Kuch Bhi Kar Sakti Hoon, a Doordarshan TV series promoted by PFI, used 

entertainment-education around safe and sustained sanitation practices to improve 

people’s awareness and promote shifts in social and gender norms around the use and 

maintenance of toilets. This reached 200 million viewers, nearly 45 per cent of whom 

reportedly took some action or promised to. 

Measures needed to empower women and achieve target of Swachh Bharat 

● A national monitoring and evaluation system to track and measure gender outcomes in SBM 

is necessary.  

● Several researchers in this space have commented that gender analysis frameworks have a 

long history in development practice. We can learn from these frameworks to support 
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design, implementation, and measurement that can bridge the gender equality gap in 

sanitation.  

● SBM’s current focus on the implementation of the infrastructure of water and sanitation 

could take attention away from the much-needed continuing focus on behaviour change and 

gender. 

● We will need effective communications and training programmes to build the capacity of 

stakeholders on gender targeting, both on the supply and demand sides of interventions. 

There is no doubt that women can help to drive change and bring about lasting change as the jan 

andolan for swachhta, health and sanitation gains momentum. 

Conclusion 

The sustainable development goals (Target 6.2) require India “by 2030, to achieve access to 

adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special 

attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.”  Ensuring that women 

and girls have an equal role in the design, management and monitoring of the WASH ecosystem can 

be a strategic gender-mainstreaming practice that empowers women and girls while improving 

WASH outcomes. 

In the current Covid times discuss India’s prioritization strategy regarding vaccination 

and related experience so far with the immunization of health care workers (HCW). 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the vaccination drive in the current Covid times that India has undertaken. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss India’s prioritization strategy regarding vaccination and related experience so far with the 
immunization of health care workers (HCW). 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the context in question. 
Body: 
Explain how Global COVID-19 vaccine trackers point to the relatively low population level full 
vaccination coverage in India, 0.28 per cent currently. India’s achievements in COVID-19 vaccination 
are indeed large in terms of absolute numbers being vaccinated but should not bring a false sense of 
security of achieving herd immunity quickly enough, which is a function of both coverage and vaccine 
efficacy. 
Explain the key focus areas, which can help India achieve the desired comprehensive coverage and 
vaccine equity. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction: 
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Vaccination is an important pillar in the multi-pronged strategy to the pandemic response. India’s 

prioritisation strategy rightly focused on protecting the healthcare and other frontline workers first 

and hence the seemingly low coverage till this point. The situation is further exacerbated by  the 

epidemiological situation in at least half a dozen states that are witnessing a spike in fresh infections. 

Body: 

Vaccine coverage across the globe: 

 Beginning January 16, COVID-19 vaccination in India has crossed 20 million with an overall target 

of vaccinating 250 million people by July.  

 Global COVID-19 vaccine trackers point to the relatively low population level full vaccination 

coverage in India, 0.28 per cent currently.  

 In the final analysis, that is the crucial factor which will lead to the progress of the pandemic 

slowing down at national and sub-national levels.  

 Among countries or entities with large populations as well as those with some of the highest 

incidence and mortality, the coverage in the US, UK, Brazil, France and Italy is respectively 9.35 

per cent, 1.68 per cent, 1.27 per cent, 2.86 per cent and 2.74 per cent.  

 Israel leads with a figure of 41.85 per cent. 

Immunisation scenario of health care workers (HCW): 

 With a target of immunising about 0.3 million HCW on the first day (January 16) across 2,934 

sites, 10 million HCW should have received the first dose in about 30 days (mid-February).  

 However, 7 million were vaccinated with the first dose till March 8, with considerable variation 

across states.  

 This does point to a modicum of vaccine hesitancy in some states and/or within the states, that 

too among a group who actually have some of the highest risks.  

 The other emerging concern is about two-thirds of HCW turning up for their second dose on the 

due date (weeks).  

 This may in part be attributed to the WHO’s current position that the vaccines can be more 

effective when given apart in a 6-12-week window; India’s policy prescribes a 4-6 weeks’ 

interval. 

Measures needed to strengthen the immunization: 

 Rapid appraisals to develop a layered understanding of the prevailing opinions, motivations, 

behaviours and attitudes of key stakeholders within their organisational and socio-cultural 

matrix.  

 Equally important shall be the elucidation of the contents of rumours and social media content, 

including political and socio-cultural factors. 

 The opening up of the immunisation programme to private providers with capping of prices is an 

important and welcome step, one that had been recommended for some time now by experts 

and state programme leaderships. 
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 ensuring vaccine supply, fixing technological glitches and responding to cases of Adverse Effects 

Following Immunisation (AEFI) are imperative for sustainability of vaccination drive. 

 A critical ingredient of success shall be taking user feedback to improve programme 

responsiveness and according greater flexibility to state and district level programme managers.  

 These will also need to be backed up with communication messages as well as proactive 

responses to issues of hesitancy, rumours and misinformation that the social media shall 

amplify. 

 With substantial vaccine stocks available and nearly all sectors of the economy open now, India 

may also consider expanding the scope of the definition of frontline workers and prioritising 

their immunisation. 

Conclusion: 

India’s achievements in COVID-19 vaccination are indeed large in terms of absolute numbers being 

vaccinated but should not bring a false sense of security of achieving herd immunity quickly enough, 

which is a function of both coverage and vaccine efficacy. India’s depth in vaccine manufacturing 

capacities and resilience of the immunisation programme should help in achieving vaccine equity as 

well. 

India registers a high number of gestational diabetes cases, which are bound to increase 

in the future, in this context discuss the causes and challenges associated in managing it 

and suggest a way forward. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Gestational diabetes is diabetes diagnosed for the first time during pregnancy (gestation). Like other 

types of diabetes, gestational diabetes affects how your cells use sugar (glucose). Gestational 

diabetes causes high blood sugar that can affect your pregnancy and your baby's health. 

The International Diabetes Federation (IDF) estimates that up to 25% of pregnancies in South Asia 

may be affected by hyperglycaemia in pregnancy. In India it varies from about 10% in rural areas to 

about 30% in urban areas. Given that there are approximately 2.7 crore to 3 crore pregnancies each 

year in India and assuming a modest gestational diabetes rate of 10%, this means that about 27 

lakhs to 30 lakh women develop it each year. 

Body: 

Causes: 

 Researchers don't yet know why some women get gestational diabetes and others don't.  

 Excess weight before pregnancy often plays a role. 

 Normally, various hormones work to keep your blood sugar levels in check.  

 But during pregnancy, hormone levels change, making it harder for your body to process blood 

sugar efficiently.  

 This makes your blood sugar rise. 
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Challenges posed: 

 Gestational diabetes is associated with significantly increased risk of complications during 

pregnancy such as preeclampsia (fits during pregnancy), prolonged and obstructed labour, need 

for assisted delivery, postpartum haemorrhage and sepsis, stillbirths, premature delivery, 

increased risk of neonatal deaths due to respiratory distress, neonatal hypoglycaemia and birth 

injuries.  

 All these conditions contribute to high maternal and new born morbidity and mortality. 

 If a woman gets gestational diabetes, it is easier to identify her as being at risk of diabetes and 

cardiovascular diseases.  

 Almost half the women with gestational diabetes go on to develop Type 2 diabetes within 10 

years without preventive care.  

 Children born to women with gestational diabetes are also at very high risk of obesity, Type 2 

diabetes, and cardiovascular diseases. 

Way forward: 

 Eat healthy foods. Choose foods high in fibre and low in fat and calories. Focus on fruits, 

vegetables and whole grains. Strive for variety to help you achieve your goals without 

compromising taste or nutrition. Watch portion sizes. 

 Keep active. Exercising before and during pregnancy can help protect you from developing 

gestational diabetes. Aim for 30 minutes of moderate activity on most days of the week. Take a 

brisk daily walk. Ride your bike. Swim laps. Short bursts of activity — such as parking further 

away from the store when you run errands or taking a short walk break — all add up too. 

 Start pregnancy at a healthy weight. If you're planning to get pregnant, losing extra weight 

beforehand may help you have a healthier pregnancy. Focus on making lasting changes to your 

eating habits that can help you through pregnancy, such as eating more vegetables and fruits. 

 Don't gain more weight than recommended. Gaining some weight during pregnancy is normal 

and healthy. But gaining too much weight too quickly can up your risk of gestational diabetes. 

Ask your doctor what a reasonable amount of weight gain is for you. 

 Get Tested for Diabetes after Pregnancy. Get tested for diabetes 6 to 12 weeks after your baby 

is born, and then every 1 to 3 years. For most women with gestational diabetes, the diabetes 

goes away soon after delivery. When it does not go away, the diabetes is called type 2 diabetes. 

Even if the diabetes does go away after the baby is born, half of all women who had gestational 

diabetes develop type 2 diabetes later. It’s important for a woman who has had gestational 

diabetes to continue to exercise and eat a healthy diet after pregnancy to prevent or delay 

getting type 2 diabetes. She should also remind her doctor to check her blood sugar every 1 to 3 

years. 

Conclusion: 

Addressing gestational diabetes has an impact at three levels: it will help lower maternal and new 

born morbidity and mortality; reduce the risk of future diabetes and cardiovascular diseases in 

women with gestational diabetes; and possibly break the chain of ‘diabetes begetting diabetes’ by 

addressing the issue of trans-generational transmission. Being conceived by healthy parents and 
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born to a mother in good health is the best gift a child can receive as this provides a health 

advantage. To build a healthy future for the nation, this becomes very important. 

The recent judgment of the High court of Madras highlights the need to reconsider 

POCSO’s absolutist approach to adolescent sexuality needs. Critically examine. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A single bench of the Madras High Court recently allowed a petition seeking to quash a case of 
kidnap, aggravated penetrative sexual assault and aggravated sexual assault of a minor. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine the recent Judgment in relevance to POCSO. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with 
Body: 
The answer body must present the arguments for amending POCSO such as – It ignores the natural 
sexual tendencies of adolescents: Any sex with the minor is considered as rape since the consent of a 
person under the age of 18 is irrelevant. Thus, POCSO can become a tool for the persecution of young 
people in consenting sexual relations. 
The court reasoned that adolescence and young adulthood form a continuum because of the 
physical, biological, neurological, and social changes that occur during this time. 
Susceptibility to abuse,imited Intent of the law,The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child etc. 
Issues with absolute age bar: (Absolutist approach) 
The Parliamentary Committee (Rajya Sabha) in 2011 had criticised the clause providing for the 
possibility of consent in cases of sexual intercourse with minors between the ages of 16 and 18.Puts 
Law over Justice. Continuing institutional insensitivity: The absolute age line of POCSO has not 
prevented insensitive assessment of minors’ consent. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the concerns. 
Introduction: 

A single bench of the Madras High Court recently allowed a petition seeking to quash a case of 

kidnap, aggravated penetrative sexual assault and aggravated sexual assault of a minor. This calls for 

rethinking of the existing approach towards adolescent sexuality. 

Body: 

Background: 

 Aggravated penetrative sexual assault under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012 is the equivalent provision for aggravated rape.  
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 A person can be charged with this offence in certain aggravating circumstances, such as if 

the rape occurs within a relationship of trust or authority, or if it leads to pregnancy, among 

others.  

 Under POCSO, the consent of a person under the age of 18 is irrelevant, regardless of the 

nature and circumstance of the sexual interaction, or the particulars of the person with 

whom it takes place. This means that any sex with a minor is rape. 

Issue with POSCO and adolescent sexuality 

 The five State studies on the functioning of Special Courts under the POCSO Act, conducted 

by the Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University, Bengaluru, have 

demonstrated that these de facto consensual cases are complicated.  

 While adolescents can and do choose to have intercourse, it is a fact that they are still 

children, and their nascent sexual autonomy is susceptible to abuse. This contradiction 

created by the very nature of adolescence has led to inconsistent and unprincipled 

adjudication.  

 The absolute age line of POCSO has not prevented the insensitive assessment of minors’ 

consent.  

 At the same time, it has forced courts to choose between applying the law and doing justice, 

especially in cases where the minor victim has willingly eloped with or married the accused 

or is carrying his child, for imprisoning him would only do her harm. 

Need to consider POCSO’s absolutist approach 

 The judgment echoes the arguments that child rights activists have been making for years: 

by ignoring the natural sexual tendencies of adolescents, POCSO can and does become a 

tool for the persecution of young people in consenting sexual relations.  

 The court reasoned that adolescence and young adulthood form a continuum because of the 

physical, biological, neurological, and social changes that occur during this time.  

 The implication is that people within this age group may be clubbed together 

notwithstanding the legal line drawn at 18.  

 This informed the court’s view of the relationship of the minor ‘victim’ with the accused 

respondent as being a loving, rather than an abusive, one. 

 Therefore, the judgment was intuitively just, even though it was not in line with precedent. 

Conclusion: 

It highlighted the urgent need for a reconsideration of the absolutist approach of POCSO when it 

comes to the sexual interactions of adolescents with other young people. Courts need to be able to 

strike a balance between the limited but developing capacity of adolescents to consent to sexual 

interaction and their vulnerability to being groomed, abused, and exploited. For this to be possible, 

the legislature must provide clarity on the core wrongs that POCSO is meant to address, so that valid 

conclusions may be drawn about what is the intent of the law, and what is clearly outside its 

purpose. 
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Only a robust public health system, and not healthcare alone, can lead to disease 

prevention and control, do you agree? Evaluate. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The efforts of healthcare personnel, from ASHA workers to highly specialized intensive care 
physicians, have saved countless lives and made India proud. The editorial throws light upon how the 
pandemic has demonstrated the importance of healthcare and public health in times of a health 
crisis. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of robust healthcare system along with healthcare. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly highlight the current situation and explain in what way it has forced us to think of a robust 
healthcare system. 
Body: 
Explain that while the health-care capability in India ranks among the world’s best, it is not the case 
when it comes to public health. There is a need to distinguish between the two. 
Healthcare refers to the transaction between one caregiver and one sick person at a time. For public 
health, the client is the community at large and the goal is disease prevention and control. Disease 
control is the deliberate, intervention-based and quantified reduction of disease burden. It has to be 
data-driven. 
Talk about the issues associated in detail. 
Highlight the issues with India’s Public Health Management. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the issue and conclude that Investment in public health will result in 
health, wealth and prosperity. 
 Introduction: 

India's expenditure on the health sector has risen meagerly from 1.2 per cent of the GDP in 2013-14 

to 1.4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had aimed for this to be 2.5% of GDP. 

According to the latest National Health Accounts (NHA) estimates released on Wednesday, patients 

bear a big chunk of health expenses, as high as 61 per cent of the total health expenditure, by 

themselves. 

Body 

Lacunae in the health sector 

 There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in rural 

areas. E.g.: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population of 

30%). 

 Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic 

centres in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability 

between and within States. 
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 For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage 

of medical and non-medical professionals in government facilities. 

 Health budget: The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to 

strengthen the public/private sector in deficit areas. While the Ayushmaan Bharat provides 

portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established in deficit 

areas.  

 This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 

comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

 Infrastructure constraints: There are doubts on the capacity of India’s infrastructure to take 

on the additional load of patients during pandemics like Covid-19 as seen recently. 

 There is a growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being 

promoted by the government, and also domestic patients, both insured and 

uninsured. 

 Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and 

primary health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary 

healthcare centre is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 

  Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, 

and, hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into 

poverty due to health expenditure, annually. 

 Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography, socio-

economic status and income groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri 

Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar levels, India lags behind 

peers on healthcare outcomes. 

 Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal 

qualifications for it. People fall prey for quacks, often leading to grave disabilities and loss of 

life. 

 Numerous Schemes: The Government has launched many policies and health programmes 

but success has been partial at best. The National Health Policy(NHP) 2002 proposed to 

increase Government spending on health by two to three per cent of the gross domestic 

product (GDP) by 2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has proposed to 

take it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025. 

 Healthcare without holistic approach: There are a lot of determinants for better health like 

improved drinking water supply and sanitation; better nutritional outcomes, health and 

education for women and girls; improved air quality and safer roads which are outside the 

purview of the Health Ministry. 

 While private sector healthcare providers play an important role in the overall delivery of 

health services, any engagement of Government hospitals with private sector is seen with 

suspicion. 

 A number of health institutions, established since independence, seem to have outlived 

their utility, for instance institutions solely focus on family welfare. 
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 Finally, universal health coverage (UHC) is a widely accepted and agreed health goal at the 

global level and has been included in the broader Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

agenda as well. 

Steps needed 

 The current approach requires re-emphasizing the missing priority on PHCs and CHCs for 

developing comprehensive primary care. Achieving comprehensive primary care requires a 

paradigm shift from disease-control vertical programmes to community-led, people-oriented 

primary care. 

 Sharper focus in the resource-starved states should be on improving efficiency in spending 

without compromising equity, and this can be attained by designing programmes that would 

cover a large number of people and a wide range of diseases. 

 For example, POSHAN Abhiyan to be strictly rolled out in BIMARU states. 

 Since the states have higher responsibility than the Centre in matters related to health, the 

blueprints of primary care can further be redefined in view of the local needs. This should be 

the policy agenda for the low-performing and resource-constrained states. 

 It is relevant to develop low-cost primary care service delivery models involving nurses and 

allied health professionals which can lower the burden on the public health system marked 

by the stress of a low doctor-strength. 

 India needs to design health services to meet local needs with the opposite referral 

mechanism to secondary- and tertiary-care, and this can produce better health outcomes 

with a considerable cost-advantage. 

  In this context, the role of public health professionals, those who can help design 

outreach and preventive programmes and implement the continuing health 

programme effectively, assumes paramount importance. Eg: Telemedicine 

 India lacks the required number of public health professionals. The shortage is severe in 

many parts of the country, especially poorer states like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 

Rajasthan.  

 The focus should be to train a pool of social workers, psychiatrists, counsellors with 

public health orientation who could then transform the primary healthcare delivery 

system in the country. 

 Ayush doctors can prescribe Allopathy medicines after a bridge course. 

 Along with Ayushmaan Bharat (PMJAY), focus must be laid on strengthening the primary 

health centres with basic diagnostics and services, with district hospitals equipped with 

multi-specialty capabilities and services to people. Especially for the poor who cannot afford 

quality health care in private hospitals. 

 Access to medicines through Jan Aushadhi Kendra Scheme. It is mandated to offer 2000 

medicines and 300 surgicals in all districts by 2024. 

Conclusion: 
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The neo-liberal solution of lopsided and unregulated growth of private healthcare is not a panacea 

for India’s massive health needs. It calls for a people-centred, decentralized public health system 

that socializes the cost of healthcare. Especially in times of Pandemics like Covid-19, the significance 

and loopholes of Indian public health sector are led bare. It gives an opportunity to reform and 

rehaul the healthcare sector to be better equipped for future emergencies. 

Widening existing health inequities and catastrophic health expenditure has led to a 

rise in demand for Universal Health Coverage (UHC). Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Universal health coverage means that all people have access to the health services they need 

(prevention, promotion, treatment, rehabilitation and palliative care) without the risk of financial 

hardship when paying for them.  

Health accessibility and affordability remain a crucial healthcare problem even in the 21st century. 

Therefore, World Health Organisation chose “Universal Health Coverage” as the theme for World 

Health Day 2019. India started working towards the universal problem of affordability and 

accessibility with the introduction of Ayushman Bharat. 

Body: 

Significance of UHC: 

 Universal health coverage has a direct impact on a population’s health and welfare.  

 Access and use of health services enables people to be more productive and active contributors 

to their families and communities.  

 It also ensures that children can go to school and learn.  

 At the same time, financial risk protection prevents people from being pushed into poverty 

when they have to pay for health services out of their own pockets. 

 Universal health coverage is thus a critical component of sustainable development and poverty 

reduction, and a key element of any effort to reduce social inequities. 

 Universal coverage is the hallmark of a government’s commitment to improve the wellbeing of 

all its citizens. 
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Issues and Challenges: 

 Finance: At about 1.3% of the national income, India’s public healthcare spending between 

2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than the global average of 6 per 

cent.  It is a herculean task to implement a scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per 

person and benefit 53.7 crore out of India’s 121 crore citizenry, or roughly about 44% of the 

country’s population. Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by 

the private sector. 

 Crumbling public health infrastructure: Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare 

infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clinics and hospitals. There is a shortage 

of PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health centres and 12% 

primary health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms.  

 High Out of Pocket Expenditure: Reports suggest that 70% of the medical spending is from the 

patient’s pockets leading to huge burden and pushing many into poverty. Most consumers 

complain of rising costs. Hundred days into the PMJAY, it remains to be seen if private hospitals 

provide knee replacement at Rs 80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass surgery at Rs 1.7 

lakh (against Rs 4 lakh). 

 Insurance: India has one of the lowest per capita healthcare expenditures in the world. 

Government contribution to insurance stands at roughly 32 percent, as opposed to 83.5 percent 

in the UK. The high out-of-pocket expenses in India stem from the fact that 76 percent of Indians 

do not have health insurance. 

 Doctor-Density Ratio: The WHO reports the doctor-density ratio in India at 8 per 10,000 people 

as against one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such access, merely increasing the 

number of primary and secondary healthcare centres is not enough.  

 Shortage of Medical Personnel: Data by IndiaSpend show that there is a staggering shortage of 

medical and paramedical staff at all levels of care: 10,907 auxiliary nurse midwives and 3,673 
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doctors are needed at sub-health and primary health centres, while for community health 

centres the figure is 18,422 specialists. 

 Rural-urban disparity: The rural healthcare infrastructure is three-tiered and includes a sub-

center, primary health centre (PHC) and CHC. PHCs are short of more than 3,000 doctors, with 

the shortage up by 200 per cent over the last 10 years to 27,421. Private hospitals don’t have 

adequate presence in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and there is a trend towards super specialisation in 

Tier-1 cities. 

 Social Inequality: The growth of health facilities has been highly imbalanced in India. Rural, hilly 

and remote areas of the country are under served while in urban areas and cities, health facility 

is well developed. The SC/ST and the poor people are far away from modern health service. 

 Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare quality 

and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

 Commercial motive: lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.  

 Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals: This has been a major 

concern as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would dissuade 

the private players from actively participating in the scheme. 

 Scheme flaws: The overall situation with the National Health Mission, India’s flagship 

programme in primary health care, continues to be dismal. The NHM’s share in the health 

budget fell from 73% in 2006 to 50% in 2019 in the absence of uniform and substantial increases 

in health spending by States. 

Steps taken up currently: 

 The National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 advocated allocating resources of up to two-thirds or 

more to primary care as it enunciated the goal of achieving “the highest possible level of good 

health and well-being, through a preventive and promotive healthcare orientation”. 

 A 167% increase in allocation this year for the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) — 

the insurance programme which aims to cover 10 crore poor families for hospitalisation 

expenses of up to ₹5 lakh per family per annum. 

 The government’s recent steps to incentivise the private sector to open hospitals in Tier II and 

Tier III cities. 

 Individual states are adopting technology to support health-insurance schemes. For instance, 

Remedinet Technology (India's first completely electronic cashless health insurance claims 

processing network) has been signed on as the technology partner for the Karnataka 

Government's recently announced cashless health insurance schemes. 

Measures needed to strengthen the existing state of Health infrastructure in the country are: 

 There is an immediate need to increase the public spending to 2.5% of GDP, despite that being 

lower than global average of 5.4%. 

 The achievement of a distress-free and comprehensive wellness system for all hinges on the 

performance of health and wellness centres as they will be instrumental in reducing the greater 

burden of out-of-pocket expenditure on health. 
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 there is a need to depart from the current trend of erratic and insufficient increases in health 

spending and make substantial and sustained investments in public health over the next decade. 

 A National Health Regulatory and Development Framework needs to be made for improving 

the quality (for example registration of health practitioners), performance, equity, efficacy and 

accountability of healthcare delivery across the country. 

 Increase the Public-Private Partnerships to increase the last-mile reach of healthcare. 

 Generic drugs and Jan Aushadi Kendras should be increased to make medicines affordable and 

reduce the major component of Out of Pocket Expenditure. 

 The government's National Innovation Council, which is mandated to provide a platform for 

collaboration amongst healthcare domain experts, stakeholders and key participants, should 

encourage a culture of innovation in India and help develop policy on innovations that will focus 

on an Indian model for inclusive growth. 

 India should take cue from other developing countries like Thailand to work towards providing 

Universal Health Coverage. UHC includes three components: Population coverage, disease 

coverage and cost coverage. 

 Leveraging the benefits of Information Technology like computer and mobile-phone based e-

health and m-health initiatives to improve quality of healthcare service delivery. Start-ups are 

investing in healthcare sector from process automation to diagnostics to low-cost innovations. 

Policy and regulatory support should be provided to make healthcare accessible and affordable. 

Conclusion: 

India needs a holistic approach to tackle problems in healthcare industry. This includes the active 

collaboration of all stakeholders’ public, private sectors, and individuals. Amore dynamic and pro-

active approach is needed to handle the dual disease burden. A universal access to health makes the 

nation fit and healthy, aiding better to achieve the demographic dividend. 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2021 hailed as progressive, 

discounts women’s bodily autonomy and reeks of ableism. Critically examine. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The opinion from the Indian express explains that the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, discounts women’s bodily autonomy and reeks of ableism. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the shortcomings of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the context in question. 
Body: 
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The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the progressive steps in MTP Bill, 2021: compared to the MTP Act, 1971; Destigmatizing 
pregnancies outside marriage, Increased the legally terminable time limit. 
Then present the concerns associated with MTP Bill, 2021 – Potential for executive overreach, Does 
not provide right to abortion at will, Promotes societal prejudices (ableism) against persons with 
special needs, Ignores to address the limited access to abortion facilities etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suggestions as to what needs to be done. 
Introduction: 

The Rajya Sabha recently passed the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 

The Bill was passed by the lower house in 2020. This is an important Bill that seeks to enhance the 

reproductive rights of women in India. The Bill seeks to amend the Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971. This Act covers abortions in India. It had been amended in 1975 and 

2002. Before the enactment of this legislation, abortion was prohibited under Section 312 of the 

Indian Penal Code. 

Body: 

 

Proposed Features of the New Bill: 

 The Bill permits abortion to be allowed up to 20 weeks on the opinion of just one medical 

practitioner. 

 To terminate pregnancies between 20 and 24 weeks, the opinion of two doctors are 

required.  This extension of the gestation period up to 24 weeks is given for special categories of 

women such as rape/incest victims, differently-abled women and minors. 

 For abortions beyond 24 weeks, a state-level Medical Board will decide if it can be permitted, in 

case of substantial foetal abnormalities. 

 The Board will consist of a gynaecologist, a paediatrician, a radiologist or sonographer and any 

other number of members as notified by the state government. 

 Only doctors with specialisation in gynaecology/obstetrics can perform abortions. 
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 According to the Bill, the “name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has been 

terminated shall not be revealed”, except to a person authorised by law. 

 In cases where abortions are desired to terminate pregnancies arising out of rape, where the 

gestation period exceeds 24 weeks, the only manner would be through a writ petition.  

 

Rationale behind the amendments: 

 The government reasoned that the extension is significant because some women realise the 

need for an abortion after the first 20 weeks of pregnancy. 

 Usually, the foetal anomaly scan is done during the 20th-21st week of pregnancy. 

 If there is a delay in doing this scan, and it reveals a lethal anomaly in the foetus, 20 weeks is 

limiting. 

 The extension of limit would ease the process for the distressed pregnant women, allowing the 

mainstream system itself to take care of them, delivering quality medical attention. 

Significance: 

 The move to amend the MTP Act, 1971 is a progressive step towards empowerment of women.  

 It will provide greater reproductive rights to women as abortion is considered an important 

aspect of the reproductive health of women.  

 Deaths and injuries from unsafe abortions are largely preventable provided services are 

performed legally by trained practitioners. 

 Raising the upper limit of legal abortions from 20 weeks to 24 weeks for “special categories of 

women”, including rape and incest survivors, other vulnerable women, and children. 

 It will completely be removing the upper gestation limit for abortion in the cases of substantial 

foetal abnormalities will help many more seek safe and legal abortion services. 

 Allowing all women, and not just married ones, to legally seek abortions, and striking out the 

need for the opinion of a second registered practitioner for aborting pregnancies up to 20 weeks 

Comparison of MTP 2021 vis-à-vis MTP 1971: 
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Shortcomings of the bill: 

 Son meta-preference: 

 The preference for a male child keeps sex determination centres in business in spite of 

their illegal status. There are concerns that a more liberal abortion law can aggravate this 

state-of-affairs. 

 Foetal Viability:  

 A key aspect of the legality governing abortions has always been the ‘viability’ of the 

foetus. Viability implies the period from which a foetus is capable of living outside the 

womb. 

 Currently, viability is usually placed at about seven months (28 weeks) but may occur 

earlier, even at 24 weeks. Thus, late termination of pregnancy may get in conflict with the 

viability of the foetus. 

 Non-institutional deliveries: 

 Only 22% of 15.6 million abortions happen in healthcare facilities, there is no record of the 

others. We need far more providers at the lower levels of healthcare delivery to ensure 

safe abortion services reach more women. 

 Lack of Awareness of rights: 

 A study of 1,007 women of ages 15-24 years in Assam and Madhya Pradesh in November 

2018 found only 20% young women know about modern contraceptive methods, and 22% 

are aware that abortion is legal in India. None of the women surveyed were aware of the 

correct legal gestation of 20 weeks 

 Change of Choice: 

 The current Bill does not consider factors such as personal choice, a sudden change in 

circumstances (due to separation from or death of a partner), and domestic violence. 

 Medical Boards: 
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 The present healthcare budgetary allocation makes setting up a board across the 

country, both financially and practically impossible. 

 Access to the board by pregnant women in remote areas of the state is a matter of 

concern. 

 No time limit set to respond to the requests. 

 The board will subject women to multiple examinations before allowing her to 

terminate her pregnancy. This is a violation of right to privacy and right to live with 

dignity. 

Way Forward: 

 The government needs to ensure that all norms and standardised protocols in clinical practice to 

facilitate abortions are followed in health care institutions across the country.  

 Since everything rests on the delivery, stopping short would undoubtedly make this progressive 

order a mere half measure. 

 With an estimated 90% of women seeking before 12 weeks’ gestation, training village-level 

health workers (auxiliary nurse midwives) and nurses to prescribe simple abortion pills will help 

take safe services to the doorsteps of vulnerable women and, in case of complications, lead to 

timely referrals. 

 This gap in services can be addressed in the new rules that will be framed when the amended 

act is passed. 

 Instead of denying services to women because of the apprehension of untrained practitioners 

profiteering, the government should focus on regulating the healthcare sector to ensure basic 

quality services, such as contraception, safe delivery and abortion, are available for the asking. 

Conclusion: 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2021 is for expanding access of women to 

safe and legal abortion services on therapeutic, eugenic, humanitarian or social grounds. It is a step 

towards the safety and well-being of the women and many women will be benefitted from this. 

Recently several petitions were received by the Courts seeking permission for aborting pregnancies 

at a gestational age beyond the present permissible limit on grounds of foetal abnormalities or 

pregnancies due to sexual violence faced by women. The proposed increase in gestational age will 

ensure dignity, autonomy, confidentiality and justice for women who need to terminate the 

pregnancy. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

e-governance can be an harbinger of financial inclusiveness and social transformation in 

India. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Governance by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
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The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, theme e-governance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss in what way e-governance can be an harbinger of financial inclusiveness 
and social transformation in India, 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Introduce by defining and linking e-Governance and inclusive growth. E-Governance is the application 
of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to the processes of government functioning in 
order to bring about ‘Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’ (SMART) governance. 
Body: 
The answer body must explain in what way e-governance cana be an harbinger of financial inclusion 
and social transformation. 
Discuss the dimensions using examples like – its role in various sectors such as Agriculture, farming, 
small scale industries, Rural India etc.   
List down the merits it can bring – Financial literacy and inclusion, better quality of employment and 
the social transformation aspects like – affordable and quality education, Health, betterment of the 
weaker sections etc. 
Conclusion: 
One can conclude with the efforts of the government in this direction and suggest way forward. 
 Introduction: 

E-Governance is basically associated with carrying out the functions and achieving the results of 

governance through the utilization of what has today come to be known as Information and 

Communications Technology. It is basically the application of ICT to the processes of Government 

functioning in order to bring about ‘Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’ 

(SMART) governance. 

Body: 

Potential of e-governance in India: 

 Increased effectiveness and efficiency: Improved government services in terms of 

accomplishing the government purpose and functioning 

 Better services: E-government can provide quick and timely services to stakeholders 

 Transparency by dissemination and publication of information on the web: This provides easy 

access to information and subsequently makes the system publicly accountable. Also as the web 

enables the free flow of information, it can be easily accessed by all without any discrimination. 

 Accessible anytime and anywhere: As e-government services are provided through web-

enabled technology they can be accessed anytime and anywhere 

 User-centred ICT enabled services: The services are primarily intended for the use of citizens, 

businesses, and the government itself 

 Reduced cost and time: As the services are provided through internet they are effective in terms 

of time and cost 
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 Economic Development: The deployment of ICTs reduces the transaction costs, which makes 

services cheaper. For example, rural areas suffer on account of lack of information regarding 

markets, products, agriculture, health, education, weather, etc. and if all this could be accessed 

online would lead to better and more opportunities and thereby prosperity in these areas. 

 Social Development: The access to information empowers the citizens. The informed citizenry 

can participate and voice their concerns, which can be accommodated in the programme/ 

project formulation, implementation, monitoring and service delivery. Web-enabled 

participation will counter the discriminatory factors affecting our societal behaviour. 

 Reduced bureaucracy: E-government minimizes hierarchy of authority for availing any 

government services 

 Automation of Administrative Processes: A truly e-governed system would require minimal 

human intervention and would rather be system driven. 

 Enhanced communication and coordination between government organizations:  An 

automated service can be accessed by different organizations coordination and further 

communication became relative 

 Paper Work Reduction: An immediate impact of automation would be on the paperwork. 

Paperwork is reduced to a greater extent with communication being enabled via electronic route 

and storage and retrieval of information in the electronic form. All this has led to the emergence 

of less paper office’. 

 Quality of Services: ICT helps governments to deliver services to citizens with greater 

accountability responsiveness and sensitivity. Quality of services improves, as now the people 

are able to, get services efficiently and instantaneously. 

 Elimination of Hierarchy: ICT has reduced procedural delays caused by hierarchical processes in 

the organisation. Through Intranet and LAN, it has become possible to send information and 

data across various levels in the organisation at the same time. 

 Change in Administrative Culture: Bureaucratic structures have been plagued by characteristics 

aptly described by Victor Thompson as ‘bureau-pathology’. From the day s of New Public 

Administration, efforts have been made to find ways to deal with the pathological or 

dysfunctional aspects of art. 

 Strategic Information System: Changing organisational environment and increasing 

competitiveness have put pressures on the performance of the functionaries. Information 

regarding all aspects needs to be made available to the management at every point to make 

routine as well as strategic decisions. 

Some of the e-Governance models implemented in India: Customs and Excise (Government of 

India); Indian Railways; Postal Department; Passport/Visa; Bhoomi – Automation of Land Records 

(State Government of Karnataka); Gyandoot: Intranet in Tribal District of Dhar (State Government 

of Madhya Pradesh); e-Mitra – Integrated Citizen Services Center/ e-Kiosks (State Government of 

Rajasthan) etc. 

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India, has visualized e-Governance in the Indian context to 

mean: “A transparent, smart e-Governance with seamless access, secure and authentic flow of 
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information crossing the interdepartmental barrier and providing a fair and unbiased service to the 

citizen.” 

Conclusion: 

Thus, e-Governance has led to better access to information and quality services for citizens; 

Simplicity, efficiency and accountability in the government and expanded reach of governance. In 

the light of wide range of e-Governance initiatives that have been carried out in India with varying 

degrees of success as well as the diversity of conditions in the country, the report recognizes that e-

Governance projects have to be designed for specific contexts and environments. 

“Citizens’ Charters” initiative is a response to the quest for solving the problems which a 

citizen encounters while dealing with the organisations providing public services. 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, theme citizen’s charter.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of citizen’s charter and its importance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with definition of Citizen’s charter- First introduced in early 1990’s; they represented a 
landmark shift in the delivery of public services. 
Body: 
Basically a set of commitments made by an organization regarding the standards of service which it 
delivers. It comprises of the Vision and Mission Statement of the organization, stating the outcomes 
desired and the broad strategy to achieve these goals and outcomes. Clearly states what subjects it 
deals with and the service areas it broadly covers. 
The Right of Citizens for Time Bound Delivery of Goods and Services and Redressal of their Grievances 
Bill, 2011 (Citizens Charter) seeks to create a mechanism to ensure timely delivery of goods and 
services to citizens. It requires every public authority to publish a CC within six months of the 
commencement of the Act and levies a penalty of up to Rs 50,000 for failure to render services. 
Present its principles, merits and shortcomings. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting its importance. 
 Introduction: 

A Citizens’ Charter represents the commitment of the Organisation towards standard, quality and 

time frame of service delivery, grievance redress mechanism, transparency and accountability. The 

concept of Citizens Charter enshrines the trust between the service provider and its users. 

                Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances in Government of India 

(DARPG) initiated the task of coordinating, formulating and operationalising Citizen’s Charters. 

Body: 
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The basic objective of the Citizens Charter is to empower the citizen in relation to public service 

delivery. 

 

Importance of Citizen’s charter in the Governance of developing nation like India: 

 To make administration accountable and citizen friendly. 

 To ensure transparency. 

 To take measures to improve customer service. 

 To adopt a stakeholder approach. 

 To save time of both Administration and the citizen 

Problems faced in implementation of Citizen’s charter: 

 One size fits all: Tendency to have a uniform CC for all offices under the parent organization. CC 

have still not been adopted by all Ministries/Departments. This overlooks local issues. 

 Silo operations: Devoid of participative mechanisms in a majority of cases, not formulated 

through a consultative process with cutting edge staff who will finally implement it. 

 Non-Dynamic: Charters are rarely updated making it a one-time exercise, frozen in time. 

 Poor design and content: lack of meaningful and succinct CC, absence of critical information 

that end-users need to hold agencies accountable. 

 Lack of public awareness: only a small percentage of end-users are aware of the commitments 

made in the CC since effective efforts of communicating and educating the public about the 

standards of delivery promise have not been undertaken. 

 Stakeholders not consulted: End-users, Civil society organizations and NGOs are not consulted 

when CCs are drafted. Since a CC’s primary purpose is to make public service delivery more 

citizen-centric, consultation with stakeholders is a must. 

 Measurable standards of delivery are rarely defined: making it difficult to assess whether the 

desired level of service has been achieved or not. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 150 

 Poor adherence: Little interest shown by the organizations in adhering to their CC. since there is 

no citizen friendly mechanism to compensate the citizen if the organization defaults. 

Way forward: 

 Wide consultation process: CC be formulated after extensive consultations within the 

organization followed by a meaningful dialogue with civil society. 

 Participatory process: Include Civil Society in the process: to assist in improvement in the 

contents of the Charter, its adherence as well as educating the citizens about the importance of 

this vital mechanism. 

 Firm commitments to be made: CC must be precise and make firm commitments of service 

delivery standards to the citizens/consumers in quantifiable terms wherever possible. 

 Redressal mechanism in case of default: clearly lay down the relief which the organization is 

bound to provide if it has defaulted on the promised standards of delivery. 

 One size does not fit all: formulation of CC should be a decentralized activity with the head 

office providing only broad guidelines. 

 Periodic updation of CC: preferably through an external agency. 

 Fix responsibility: Hold officers accountable for results: fix specific responsibility in cases where 

there is a default in adhering to the CC. 

Conclusion: 

Citizen’s Charter is playing a prominent part in ensuring "minimum government & maximum 

governance", changing the nature of charters from non-justiciable to justiciable & adopting penalty 

measures that will make it more efficient & citizen friendly. The Sevottam model proposed by 2nd 

Administrative Reforms Commission for public Service Delivery can be regarded as a standard model 

for providing services in citizen centric governance. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Critically analyse the underlying threats in China’s newly approved Brahmaputra mega-

project. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The article talks about China’s Escalating Water War. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse the underlying threats in China’s newly approved Brahmaputra mega-
project. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/chinas-escalating-water-war-on-top-of-other-asymmetric-tactics-brahmaputra-mega-project-is-a-new-threat-india-faces/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 151 

China’s multi-pronged unconventional war against India has ranged from cyberattacks on critical 
infrastructure and furtive territorial encroachments to strategic information warfare and an ongoing 
village building drive to populate uninhabited but disputed borderlands. Water wars are a key 
component of such warfare because they allow China to leverage its upstream Tibet-centred power 
over the most essential natural resource. 
Body: 
The answer body must discuss the underlying threats in detail – Underlying Threats; Weaponised 
water as a tool of asymmetric warfare, Water as a tool of coercive diplomacy: Breaching bilateral 
accords, China punitively cut off the flow of hydrological data to India, which undermined 
downstream flood early warning systems, resulting in preventable deaths in Assam. 
Misinformation/Ignorance in India: View that the Brahmaputra collects larger share of its water in 
India, which is only true for four monsoon months. Threats to unique hydrology and biodiversity, 
Ticking water bomb on downstream communities, Religious concerns etc. 
 Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done and conclude. 
Introduction: 

China’s parliament recently adopted the 14th five-year plan, the mega blueprint containing billions 

of dollars’ worth of projects, including the controversial hydropower project on the Brahmaputra 

river in Tibet close to the Arunachal Pradesh border over which India has raised concerns. 

Body: 

China’s newly approved Brahmaputra mega-project, which will dwarf its Three Gorges Dam by 

generating almost three times more electricity. The project is to harness the force of a nearly 3,000 

metre drop in the Brahmaputra’s height when the river, just before entering India, takes a U-turn 

around the Himalayas to form the world’s longest and steepest canyon. The 60 million kWh 

hydropower exploitation could provide 300 billion kWh of clean, renewable and zero-carbon 

electricity annually. The project will play a significant role in realising China’s goal of reaching 

a carbon emissions peak before 2030 and carbon neutrality till 2060. 
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Figure: Probable location of the lower Yarlung Dam based on an existing map by Hydrochina; 

Discharge data for Nuxia and for ‘point leaving China’. 

Geological importance of Brahmaputra: 

 The Brahmaputra, the world’s highest altitude river, gathers extremely rich silt in its almost 

2,200km Himalayan run.  

 The silt rich water from Tibet, not monsoon water collection, is central to the river’s unique 

hydrology and biodiversity support.  

 The canyon mega-project, like the Three Gorges Dam, will trap downstream flow of nutrient-rich 

silt.  

 It’ll also disrupt the Brahmaputra’s annual flooding cycle, which helps to re-fertilise farmland 

naturally by spreading silt, besides opening giant fish nurseries.  

 That, in turn, is likely to cause subsidence and salinity in the Brahmaputra-Ganges-Meghna delta. 

Threats posed to India: 

 The Brahmaputra mega-dam, ominously, will be built in a seismically active area, thus implying a 

ticking “water bomb” for downstream communities. 

 India has been expressing concerns on Brahmaputra since 2015 when China operationalised 

its project at Zangmu. 

 A dam at the Great Bend, if approved, would raise fresh concerns considering its location 

downstream and just across the border from Arunachal Pradesh. 

 For India, quantity of water is not an issue because these are run of the river dams and will not 

impact the Brahmaputra flow. More importantly, Brahmaputra is not entirely dependent on 

upstream flows and an estimated 35% of its basin is in India. 

 However, India is concerned about the Chinese activities affecting the quality of water, 

ecological balance and the flood management. 

 Unidentified Chinese upstream activities in the past have triggered flash floods in Arunachal 

Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh and, more recently, turned the water in the once-pristine Siang – 

Brahmaputra’s main artery – dirty and grey as it entered India. 

 About a dozen small or medium sized Chinese dams are already operational on the 

Brahmaputra’s upper reaches. But with its dam building now moving to the river’s India-

bordering canyon region, China will be able to manipulate transboundary flows and leverage its 

claim to the adjacent Arunachal. 

 India and China do not have a water sharing agreement. Both nations share hydrological data so 

it becomes important to share genuine data and have continuous dialogue on issues like warning 

of droughts, floods and high water discharges. 

 The expanding water war is clearly part of China’s integrated, multidimensional strategy against 

India, which seeks to employ all available means short of open war. Its unconventional war is 

profoundly impacting every core Indian interest. 

Way Forward: 
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 Declassification of data and making it available for everyone along with the full disclosure of all 

project details will be the first step towards confidence-building in a largely charged and vitiated 

climate of foreign relation between the two Himalayan neighbours. 

 India is required to go beyond the exchange of hydrological data and ask China for information 

on the topographic condition of the whole basin. 

 Any forward movement on ensuring hydro-security in the Brahmaputra basin would require a 

long-term understanding between the two countries.  

 It is necessary for India to engage China in a sustained dialogue and secure a water-sharing 

treaty that serves the interests of both the countries. 

  India should continue to voice its legitimate concerns through the already established channel 

— the Expert-level Mechanism (ELM) on transborder rivers.  

Conclusion: 

The 14th five-year plan included building the dam on the lower reaches of the Brahmaputra river 

over which India and Bangladesh, the riparian states, have raised concerns. China has downplayed 

such anxieties saying it would keep their interests in mind. By setting out to dam the Brahmaputra 

there, China is seeking to effectively weaponise water against India. 

Discuss the possible ways to recalibrate the relationship between India and Taiwan. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the recalibrating aspects of India-Taiwan relations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must present means and methods to recalibrate the relationship between India and Taiwan. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the background of India-Taiwan relations from past to present. 
Body: 
India and Taiwan do not maintain formal diplomatic relations. The areas of cooperation between 
India and Taiwan have been limited due to negligible political relations. 
Discuss what have been the long standing concerns; discuss the challenge of One China policy, The 
economic exchange is still relatively insignificant. Taiwan’s share of trade with India is around 1% of 
its global trade etc. 
Discuss the areas where India and Taiwan can deepen ties. 
Discuss the hurdles before it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that policymakers need to coordinate better with the business community to help them 
navigate the regulatory and cultural landscape for better ties. 
 Introduction: 

The bilateral relations between India and Taiwan have improved since the 1990s despite both 

nations not maintaining official diplomatic relations. Today, India and Taiwan are celebrating 25 
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years of their partnership. India recognises only the People's Republic of China (in mainland China) 

and not the Republic of China's claims of being the legitimate government of Mainland China, Hong 

Kong, and Macau - a conflict that emerged after the Chinese Civil War (1945–49). However, India's 

economic & Commercial links as well as people-to-people contacts with Taiwan have expanded in 

recent years. 

Body: 

Need to work on bettering of India-Taiwan relations: 

 China’s hegemony: 

 The India-China border stand-off in the Galwan Valley, following China’s incursion into 

Indian territory, is a reminder of India’s perennial problems with China.  

 The recent violent clashes are an indication of Beijing’s hardline approach towards India. 

 The clashes have confirmed is that this is not just about differing perceptions of the 

boundary, but China’s blatant attempts to change the status quo.  

 This is in clear violation of the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility 

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the India-China border areas signed in 1993. 

 Reducing dependence on China: 

 Enhancing Taiwan-India relations is consistent with the Taiwanese government’s efforts to 

decrease economic reliance on China and with Taiwan’s New Southbound Policy (NSP), 

which improves upon the efforts of several of her predecessors.  

 Taiwanese businesses are increasingly interested in shifting business ties from China to 

India and policies that facilitate such cooperation could provide mutual benefits. 

 Geo- Strategic: 

 The unfolding dynamic around Taiwan will have significant consequences for India’s Act 

East Policy and its emerging role in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

 Strengthening Taiwan-India ties within the rubric of the NSP also overlaps with Taiwan’s 

relationships with Australia, United States, and Japan.  

 Because these three countries, along with India, have formed an Indo-Pacific entente 

cordiale called the “Quad” to maintain a rules-based order in the region, Taiwan-India ties 

can benefit from the positive synergy of collaboration in areas of trade, research, and even 

defense.   

 Moreover, India and Taiwan may see a convergence of security interests that could be 

further developed through interactions between the strategic communities on both sides. 

 A stronger relationship between India and Taiwan could increase tourism, improve research 

and development, and promote educational ties, all of which are mutually beneficial. 

 For the first time, Taiwan has officially started looking towards the six South Asian countries 

— Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. India is a steering wheel for 

Taiwan’s deepening engagement in the South Asian region. 
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 Geo-Economic: 

 The unfolding trade war between the US and China is compelling Taiwan to accelerate its 

plans to move its large manufacturing bases away from China to Southeast Asia and India. 

 For India to promote industrial production and create jobs, the Taiwan connection with its 

impressive small and medium enterprises is more than opportune. 

 Taiwan’s GDP is about $600 billion and twice the size of Pakistan’s economy. And few 

entities in the international system are today as eager and capable of boosting India’s 

domestic economic agenda. 

 Talent and technology: 

 Taiwan has embarked on a big mission to attract skilled workers. With a declining birth rate 

and growing emigration, Taiwan’s industry, education, and technology development could 

do with Indian engineers and scientists. 

 The synergy in human resources provides the basis for massive collaborations between the 

universities, research institutions and technology enclaves in the two countries. 

Concerns in the relations: 

 India does not have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan yet as it adheres to the One-China policy. 

 India’s China policy and its focus on stabilizing relations with Beijing have led to the 

marginalization of Taiwan.  

 When China protested the visit of an all-women parliamentarians’ delegation from Taiwan to 

India in 2018, the momentum in India-Taiwan ties further slowed down. 

 Taiwan has been an excellent example of containing the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. Yet, Beijing 

has been unjustly blocking Taipei’s participation at the WHO. India too has not tried to engage 

Taiwan in dealing with the pandemic. Through its response to Covid-19, the island nation has 

shown that it is beneficial to engage with it. 

 Taiwan’s possible role in the emerging Indo-Pacific order has been under-appreciated. 

Possible measures to better India-Taiwan ties: 

 Political will: The shared faith in freedom, human rights, justice, and rule of law continues to 

embolden their partnership. To make this relationship more meaningful, both sides can create a 

group of empowered persons or a task force to chart out a road map in a given time frame. 

 Electronics trade: India’s huge market provides Taiwan with investment opportunities. Taiwan’s 

reputation as the world leader in semiconductor and electronics complements India’s leadership 

in ITES (Information Technology-Enabled Services). This convergence of interests will help create 

new opportunities. India’s recent strides in the ease of business ranking not only provide Taiwan 

with lucrative business opportunities but also help it mitigate its over-dependence on one 

country for investment opportunities. 

 Reducing regulatory cholesterol: There are around 200 Taiwanese companies in the field of 

electronics, construction, petrochemicals, machine, Information and Communications 

Technology and auto parts operating in India. Despite the huge potential, Taiwan investments 
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have been paltry in India. Taiwanese firms find the regulatory and labour regime daunting with 

stray incidents such as the incident in the Wistron plant last year creating confusion and 

mistrust. 

 Boosting avenues of Traditional medicine: India and Taiwan already collaborate in the area of 

traditional medicine. The time is ripe to expand cooperation in the field of healthcare. 

 Fighting Air pollution:  Taiwan could be a valuable partner in dealing with this challenge through 

its bio-friendly technologies. Such methods are applied to convert agricultural waste into value-

added and environmentally beneficial renewable energy or biochemicals. This will be a win-win 

situation as it will help in dealing with air pollution and also enhance farmers’ income.  

 Organic farming: New Delhi and Taipei can also undertake joint research and development 

initiatives in the field of organic farming. 

 Tourism and Cultural exchange: The Buddhist pilgrimage tour needs better connectivity and 

visibility, in addition to showcasing incredible India’s diversity. This will accelerate the flow of 

Taiwanese tourists. 

Way forward: 

 It’s true that India does indeed adhere to the ‘One China’ principle. But that shouldn’t stop us 

from expanding appropriate relations with Taiwan which enjoys de facto sovereignty. 

 India’s foreign policy priorities, particularly with regard to the Indo-Pacific, should accommodate 

Taiwan.  

 Along with military preparedness and aligning interests with key countries, Taiwan needs to be 

included prominently in its long-term strategy towards China. 

 Broad support from the Taiwanese public is necessary for increasing trade and people-to-people 

contacts, as well as for pushing Taiwan’s ruling parties to increase ties with India. 

Conclusion: 

The ties with Taiwan should not be solely viewed through China’s lens, the current border clashes 

with China has given a chance to both India and Taiwan to introspect on their policies and reach out 

to each other. India can no longer just rely on the transactional and need-based policies of major 

powers. It has to explore more options. This makes sense when Taiwan is willing to strengthen ties 

with India and even domestic debate is tilting in favour of this. It is high time India engages Taiwan 

bilaterally and also positions India-Taiwan ties in the regional context. 

India’s deepened bilateral ties with Bangladesh have provided some lessons for better 

India- Pakistan relations. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article presents the tale of two relationships; Political stability and policy continuity have helped 
Delhi and Dhaka deepen bilateral ties over the last decade. In contrast, political cycles in Delhi and 
Islamabad have rarely been in sync. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Compare the two relationships of India and draw lessons of India-Bangladesh that can be utilized and 
applied with India –pak relations. 
Directive: 
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Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question’s context. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Factors responsible for deepened India-Bangladesh relation; Political stability and rapid economic 
growth in Bangladesh, India’s role in multiple instances such as – creation of Bangladesh, Invested 
diplomatic energy into transforming bilateral relations, boundary settlement and resolving the 
maritime territorial dispute with Bangladesh etc. 
Factors responsible for India’s poor relation with Pakistan; Cross-border terrorism, Lack ofpopular 
support in Pakistan, Politicisation of economic issues, Kashmir issue etc. 
Suggest way forward. 
Conclusion: 
Underline the importance of pursuing national well-being through regional cooperation. 
 Introduction: 

India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, cultural, social and economic. India and Bangladesh 

today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive development in the areas of 

diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. India played the great role in emergence of 

independent Bangladesh and was the first country to recognise Bangladesh as separate state. The 

50th anniversary of the same will be commemorated shortly. 

The historic land boundary agreement signed in 2015 opened a new era in the relations. Both the 

countries are the common members of SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA and the Commonwealth. India has 

always stood by Bangladesh in its hour of need with aid and economic assistance to help it cope with 

natural disasters and floods. 

Body: 

Bilateral relations between India and Bangladesh: 

 India and Bangladesh today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive 

development in the areas of diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. 

 Bilateral trade was a little over $9 billion in FY 2017-18 and Bangladeshi exports increased by 

42.91%, reaching $1.25 billion in FY 2018-2019. 

 The India-Bangladesh border is one of India’s most secured. 

 By signing of the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, the two neighbours amicably resolved a 

long-outstanding issue. 

 In 2018, in addition to the 660 MW of power imported by Bangladesh, Indian export of 

electricity increased by another 500 MW. 

 Train services on the Dhaka-Kolkata and Kolkata-Khulna are doing well, while a third, on the 

Agartala-Akhaura route, is under construction. 

 Today, Bangladesh contributes 50% of India’s health tourism revenue. 
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 India and Bangladesh share 4096.7 km. of border, which is the longest land boundary that India 

shares with any of its neighbours. The India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) came 

into force following the exchange of instruments of ratification in June 2015 

 Relations between the two border guarding forces are at their best right now. 

 India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers. A bilateral Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) is 

working since June 1972 to maintain liaison between the two countries to maximize benefits 

from common river systems. 

 India and Bangladesh share the historical legacy of cooperation and support during the 

Liberation War of 1971.Various Joint exercises of Army (Exercise Sampriti) and Navy (Exercise 

Milan) take place between the two countries. 

Factors responsible for deepened India-Bangladesh relation: 

 India’s lending hand:  

 Not only did India help the Bangladeshi freedom fighters during the 1971 war, it also 

assisted in its post-war reconstruction by providing financial assistance. 

 The Indian Railway Board and Corps of Engineers of the Indian Army repaired 247 bridges 

and restored around 1,747 miles of railway tracks. 

 Ups and downs: 

 For a long time, the relationship was mired in mistrust and suspicion, but the political will 

displayed by the top leadership of both countries helped in resolving some long-standing 

issues; other important issues remain unaddressed.  

 In 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described India–Bangladesh relationship as being in 

its “golden era”. 

 Cordial Bilateral relations: 

 The Awami League’s victory in 1996 marked improvement in India–Bangladesh relations. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the daughter of Mujibur Rahman, declared that she would 

not allow any anti-India activities in her country.  

 Bangladesh’s gesture was reciprocated by many Indian leaders and particularly by I.K. 

Gujral, the then foreign minister in the H.D. Deve Gowda government and who later 

became prime minister and propagated a policy of India garnering goodwill among the 

neighbours by accommodating their demands without seeking reciprocity. 

 Water- treaty: 

 The landmark 30-year-long Ganges Water Treaty was an outcome of this doctrine. The 

upward trajectory of the bilateral relations continued and a Dhaka–Kolkata bus service was 

started on 19 June 1999 to improve connectivity between the two countries.  

 Duty-free access: 

 India also agreed to provide duty-free access to select Bangladeshi products and provided 

INR 200 crore of credit line to Bangladesh for buying transport equipment from India.  
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 Transit: 

 Given the warmth in the relationship, Prime Minister Hasina initiated efforts to implement 

transit to India to reach its northeast regions (NER) by land. 

 Strengthened Internal Security:  

 Security forces in Bangladesh launched operations against such groups and helped in 

arresting leaders of various northeast Indian insurgency groups, including the chair of the 

United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) and chief of National Democratic Front of 

Bodoland (NDFB).  

 Several militant leaders of these two organisations were handed over to India. 

 Multi-dimensional ties: 

 It has helped to maintain consistency in the relationship and to expand cooperation in 

multiple areas including connectivity, energy, space, and climate action.  

 Around 50 institutional mechanisms have been established between India and Bangladesh 

in areas of security, trade, power and energy, transport and connectivity, science and 

technology, defence, river management, and maritime affairs. 

 The peaceful resolution of the boundary dispute (land and maritime) is a success of this period. 

Factors responsible for India’s poor relation with Pakistan: 

 Refugees-sent after the partition. 

 Distribution of assets and properties at the time of partition. 

 Sharing of river water from tributaries of Indus. 

 Status of Kashmir. 

 Border disputes-stand on LOC (Line of Control). 

 Infiltration by Pakistani insurgents. 

 Pakistan’s aggressive posture; evident in attaining membership of SEATO, CENTO nuclear 

programmes, military strength, and activities of ISI etc. 

 Pakistan’s close proximity to China and surrender of a large tract of Indian Territory under its 

occupation. 

 Pakistan’s scepticism with India’s stance during the revolt of East Pakistan and creation of 

independent state of Bangladesh. On the contrary India’s intervention became a necessity to 

deal with large influx of refugees. 

 Islamic state, political instability and dominant military have contributed in building anti-India 

posture in the minds of people. 

 Extending support to separatist and terrorist elements to cause severe deadlocks and instability 

in India. 

Way Forward for betterment of India- Pak ties: 
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 Strategic: 

 It is time to define the nature and scope of our conflict with Pakistan. 

 As the dominant power in South Asia and one of the world’s leading democracies, India 

must find a proper answer to what could otherwise become a serious existential crisis. 

 India need to establish a national security doctrine in order to deal with all security issues 

 Surgical strikes with support of the global countries. 

 Strong intelligence network both inside as well as outside the country with effective 

dissemination to the stakeholders. 

 Water issues should be resolved through the mechanisms provided by the Indus Basin 

Treaty and should not be allowed to degenerate into a serious source of conflict. 

 Diplomatic: 

 Creating International pressure on Pakistan to curb state sponsored terror.  

 There is a strong need for India to change its approach from Responsive to Proactive. 

 Gaining support of global players to designate terror organizations and its entities as global 

terrorists. 

 India needs to engage and develop relationships with countries from important 

organizations like SCO, BRICS and try to enable solutions for the issue of cross border 

terrorism. 

 This must be bolstered with Dialogues at the highest level to track 2 diplomacies. 

 More avenues for people to people contact need to be encouraged. 

 Economic: 

 Imposing economic and political sanctions on Pakistan and asking the world to follow suit. 

 The recent move of removing MFN status, increasing of import duty to 200%. 

 Technological: 

 Advance technology like drones, thermal imaging etc can be used to monitor the activities 

in the border and track any violations beforehand. 

 Against cross-border firing: 

 To reduce the destruction of civilian habitats is to lower the calibre of the violations. The 

two sides could consider withdrawing heavy artillery to 50 km behind the zero line. 

 The two Director-Generals of Military Operations, along with their delegations, could 

consider holding regular meetings every six months. Data show that every time the 

leaderships of the armed forces meet, ceasefire violations come down 

 Establishing more flag meeting points between local commanders and responding quickly to 

meeting requests could lead to better communication and reduced misunderstandings 

resulting in fewer ceasefire violations. 
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 Confidence-building measures should be pursued to alleviate the “trust deficit” but should 

not be used as a substitute for the resolution of disputes. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to embrace an overarching strategic stability regime and to shun aggressive security 

doctrines to reduce the possibility of a nuclear conflict. The problems of terrorism and Non-State 

Actors need to be addressed jointly through institutionalised mechanisms. Indeed, India should 

focus on a different type of a surgical strike; it’s a strike that could push Pakistan out of its terror 

past and military dependency. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Account for the role of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in enhancing nuclear 

accountability of the world also, bring out the associated concerns. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Biden administration’s attempts to revive the Iran deal have turned the spotlight on the United 
Nations’ nuclear watchdog – International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Thus the question. 
.Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the role of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in enhancing nuclear 
accountability of the world Also, bring out the associated concerns. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction of IAEA. 
Body: 
IAEA played a key role in enforcing the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action from which Donald Trump 
withdrew the U.S. in 2018. 
The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), or the Iran nuclear deal, proved that the IAEA 
can emerge beyond its mandate of being a monitoring and inspection agency and, in fact, play a key 
role in finding solutions to tense international crises. 
Explain the associated concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
Introduction: 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that seeks to 

promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including 

nuclear weapons.  

Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have agreed to temporary measures to 

offset Iran's decision to restrict access to inspectors. In December 2020, Iran’s Parliament passed the 

law demanding a suspension of some inspections if the USA failed to lift sanctions. 

Body: 
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Widely known as the world’s “Atoms for Peace and Development” organization within the United 

Nations family, the IAEA is the international centre for cooperation in the nuclear field. The Agency 

works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote safe, secure and 

peaceful use of nuclear technologies. The IAEA has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. It was 

established as an autonomous organisation on 29 July 1957. Though established independently of 

the UN through its own international treaty, the IAEA reports to both the UN General Assembly and 

UN Security Council. 

Functions of IAEA: 

 Promoting and assisting the research, development and practical applications of peaceful uses of 

nuclear technologies. 

 Establishing and administering safety guards to ensure that such research/development, etc., by 

the IAEA is not used for military purposes. 

 Applying, under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and other international treaties, 

mandatory comprehensive safeguards in non-nuclear-weapon states (NNWS) parties to such 

treaties. 

Role of IAEA in enhancing nuclear accountability of the world: 

 The IAEA’s framework for nuclear security includes international legal instruments that are both 

binding and nonbinding, which it encourages states to sign and adopt. 

 The binding documents include the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 

(1980) and its amendment, the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism (2005), and the comprehensive safeguards agreements and additional protocols.  

 The nonbinding international instruments   include   the   IAEA   Code   of   Conduct   on   Safety   

and Security   of   Radioactive   Sources   and   the   IAEA   Supplementary Guidance   on   the   

Import   and   Export   of   Radioactive   Sources.    

 In addition, the IAEA has circulated a document entitled “The Physical Protection   of   Nuclear   

Material   and   Nuclear   Facilities,” containing recommendations for states to implement 

voluntarily.  

 Moreover, the IAEA   is   entrusted   with   responsibilities   under   a   number   of   other treaties 

and agreements that states have adopted related to nuclear materials, including   providing   the   

safeguarding   system   established under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (1970). 

 Through   its   Nuclear   Security   Programme (NSP), the   IAEA provides   training, human   

resource   development, assistance, and technical advice to states and facilitates the exchange of 

information and lessons learned.  

 This includes assisting states in establishing an effective regulatory infrastructure, improving 

physical protection at facilities with nuclear and other radioactive materials, strengthening 

capabilities   at   borders   to   detect   and   respond   to   illicit   nuclear trafficking and 

establishing preparedness to respond to acts of nuclear or radiological terrorism. 

 The IAEA also offers a number of advisory services to aid states in assessing the effectiveness of 

their nuclear security arrangements and identifying any necessary enhancements. 
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 After the September 11th terrorist attacks, the agency conducted a thorough review of its 

activities and programs relevant to preventing acts   of   terrorism   involving   nuclear   and   

radioactive   materials   and developed the Nuclear Security Plan for 2002-2005. This was 

followed by subsequent plans for 2006-2009 and 2010-2013. 

 The   IAEA   supports states in improving their capacities to prevent, detect, and respond to the 

illegal use or transfer of nuclear and other radiological materials as well as the protection of 

nuclear installations. 

 Another tool to address the illicit use of WMDs is the agency’s Illicit Trafficking Database, 

created in 1997 in order to track unauthorized activities and events involving nuclear and other 

radioactive material   outside   of   regulatory   control. 

 The   IAEA   leads   the   Counter-Terrorism   Implementation   Taskforce’s Working Group on 

Preventing and Responding to a WMD Terrorist Attack.  

 In this capacity, the IAEA has worked to strengthen an interagency response to a terrorist attack 

using chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear weapons (CBRN) or material. 

Challenges faced: 

 The IAEA has no authority to act on its own, but relies on the willingness of nations to 

cooperate, or on a UN mandate. Its former head, Mohamed ElBaradei, complained that the 

agency enjoyed only "uneven authority". 

 The problem became apparent in 2002, when North Korea expelled IAEA inspectors, making 

it almost impossible for the agency to monitor Pyongyang's nuclear activities. 

 Israel, which analysts believe has nuclear warheads, has never signed the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty and so is not subject to IAEA inspections or sanctions. India and Pakistan, which have 

acknowledged their possession of nuclear weapons, are also not signatories to the Treaty. 

 The IAEA has been accused, notably by Pakistan, of restricting the transfer of nuclear know-

how to developing countries, hindering their social and economic development. 

 On the legal (‘political’) front, the challenge for the IAEA verification regime is relatively 

simple to understand: strengthened safeguards can only be fully implemented in States that 

have in force both a comprehensive safeguards agreement and an additional protocol. In 

other words, the system is only effective to the degree that States follow through on their 

political commitments; the Agency can only provide the required credible assurances if it is 

given the necessary authority. Although the Model Additional Protocol has been in place for 

6 years, to date the results are disappointing: out of 189 States party to the NPT, additional 

protocols have been approved by the Board of Governors for 81 States, and are in force for 

only 37 States. The need for the additional protocol to become universal in application thus 

remains of paramount importance. 

 From a technological perspective, verification challenges are constantly evolving. To 

illustrate, consider that in Iraq’s clandestine development of a uranium enrichment 

programme, it explored six different techniques: electromagnetic isotope separation, 

gaseous centrifuge, gaseous diffusion, molecular and atomic vapour laser isotope 

separation, ion exchange and chemical processes. In addition, the commercial knowledge 
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and technologies necessary to conduct a covert nuclear weapons programme have become 

more accessible and the means to implement procurement, deception and concealment 

strategies have become increasingly sophisticated. 

 To respond adequately to our growing responsibilities, the Agency must naturally be 

provided with the necessary financial and human resources. The verification programme has 

been chronically underfunded, resulting in excessive reliance on extra budgetary resources, 

with all the negative consequences that come with such reliance in terms of independence, 

planning and staffing. 

Conclusion: 

Progress is therefore needed in all the areas: The Agency must be given adequate financial 

resources, must be provided the requisite legal authority by all States, and must ensure its 

technological sophistication - to enable it to provide the international community with credible and 

impartial conclusions related to the application of safeguards. 

Facing these challenges and achieving further progress in both nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament will require considerable co-operation and support of all those involved, at all levels, in 

both the scientific and political spheres: Agency staff, national policy-makers, and facility operators. 

Emergence of Quad-2.0 as an Arc of democracies is a must for a better and more 

sustainable model of global democratic governance to counter the drawbacks of the 

Chinese model. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

 Introduction: 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) of four countries, Japan, the US, Australia and India, was 

formed in 2007 with the initiative coming from Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. It is touted as an alliance to 

contain China’s expansionist policies and aggression in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated, along with Prime Minister of Australia Scott 

Morrison and Prime Minister of Japan Yoshihide Suga and President of U.S.A. Joseph R. Biden, in the 

first Leaders’ Summit of the Quadrilateral Framework, being held virtually on 12th March 2021. 

Body 

The aim of the Quad is to support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region that China seeks 

to threaten. 

Chinese expansionist policy 

 India-China fault lines: At the Galwan Valley in Ladakh, China has violated the status quo 

intruding into territory that is clearly on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control, or LAC. 

 Taiwan-China conflict: Island encirclement against Taiwan and forceful takeover are 

becoming more of a reality considering Chinese navy and air force activities in the region. 

 Hong-Kong unrest: The ‘one country two systems’ in Hong Kong is dead and with it, the 

pretence that the same could be applied for the peaceful unification of Taiwan. 
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o Eg: Extension of national security law to Hong-Kong and recent warning to Taiwan 

on possibility of war if it shores up defence weapons. 

 South China Sea: China claims 90% of south China sea as its sovereign territory, continuously 

terrorising Vietnam, Philippines wrt Paracel and Spratly islands. 

 Belt and Road initiative: 

 String of Pearls: China has security and economic compulsions to develop its bases in India 

Ocean Region (IOR) to secure its communication lines. Its eagerness to establish China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is to develop strategic 

communication alternatives 

 Salami Slicing: Continuously nibbling at neighbours’ land, at times even claiming an entire 

area on some dubious historicity, it successively builds up its military control over areas vital 

to its overall strategic designs. The annexation of Aksai Chin in the 1950s and repeated 

Chinese incursions into Indian territory are the executions of the same strategy. 

Significance of the QUAD grouping: 

 Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of 

mutual interest. 

 Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and 

economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 

 It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and 

should not be seen in an exclusive context. 

 Free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific region serves the long-term interests of all 

countries in the region and of the world at large. 

 Tackle common challenges of terrorism and proliferation 

 Upholding the rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific and respect for international law, freedom of 

navigation and overflight. 

 Cooperation “to curtail DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea)’s nuclear and missile 

programmes and unlawful acts. 

 Involving the U.S. and Japan in development projects in South Asia will yield the necessary 

finances. 

Role of QUAD in containing China 

The recent meeting of the Quad in Tokyo clearly spelt out their intention to put a stop to the 

expansionist tendencies of China. 

 Indian ocean and China’s trade: Beijing has emerged as the most important trading partner 

of the Indian Ocean region, accounting for 16.1% of its total goods trade in 2017, up from 

4.8% in 2000. 
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 In November 2020, the Quad conducted Malabar Naval drills in the Indian Ocean. In 

response, China affirmed that the activities of the Quad do not affect it; however, it 

is actually keeping a close eye on it for its trade security. 

 Countering BRI: The BRI promises economic security but not human security by providing 

funds to developing countries with a debt trap.  

 Herein, the Quad can play a vital role as it is a group of democratic countries.  

 It should provide a choice to the nations as to where they want to borrow the 

money for development purposes from and also be a part of the supply chain. 

 Conducting patrols: Quad members can frequently venture into South China sea to ensure 

international free and open navigation is upheld. 

 Military exercise: A number of joint naval and air exercises have been undertaken by 

regional countries not only amongst themselves, but also with other powers specially the US 

and the UK.  

 The aim is to practise inter-operability of fighting equipment and manpower against 

a common enemy along with joint tactics and cooperation to meet a common 

military goal. 

 The aim is to send a firm message to China, that its days of expansionism are coming 

to an end. 

 The prime context behind Quad 2.0 is Beijing’s Maritime Silk Road (MSR), which is an 

integral part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) under Xi Jinping. 

Conclusion: 

QUAD is, through its intent, a label, a geostrategic vision and a foreign policy instrument for India to 

balance China via global networking. When a tipping point is reached, it provides scope for the 

forging of an alliance amongst the world’s most formidable militaries. Until then, the QUAD’s future 

as a platform for multilateral engagement is secure. Owing to India’s presence and impact in South 

Asia the neighbourhood first policy should not take backseat. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Examine the need and opportunity for India to forge stronger ties with the European 

Union to revitalize its exports, in the backdrop of BREXIT and India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article talks about the need and opportunity for India to forge stronger ties with the European 
Union to revitalize its exports, in the backdrop of BREXIT and India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need and opportunity for India to forge stronger ties with the European Union to 
revitalize its exports, in the backdrop of BREXIT and India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  
Directive: 
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining India’s vision for self-reliance.   
Body: 
The Atmanirbhar Bharat programme and the Budget 2021-22 have set the tone and tenor to bolster 
supply chains and achieve self-reliance. However, it does not mean that India looks at being 
economically insular. 
Then with some data discuss the export potential of India. 
Explain the concerns associated.  Talk about the FTAs; India’s negotiation for a Broad-based Trade 
and Investment Agreement, which commenced in 2007, is yet to materialize due to lack of 
concurrence in areas like automotive and dairy and marine products. India’s cautious approach to 
FTAs is due to its past experience of an unequal exchange of benefits in several FTAs signed by the 
country. 
Conclusion: 
Post-Brexit EU finds itself in the midst of a growing need for recalibrating ties with its partner 
countries. Forging stronger ties with the EU through a mutually beneficial agreement could help 
strengthen Indian manufacturing and revitalize exports. 
Introduction 

Realising the vision of a self-reliant India along the lines of Atmanirbharta, would entail localising an 

increasing share of value added along supply chains through investments and phase-wise reduction 

of import tariffs with strategic partners such as the European Union (EU). 

Body 

Why India must conclude agreement with EU at the earliest? 

● There are several products where India has export potential in the EU, but these have 

“graduated” or are at the brink of “graduation” under EU GSP.  

● Product graduation applies when average imports of a product from a beneficiary country 

exceed 17.5% of EU-GSP imports of the same product from all beneficiary countries over 

three years.  

● India’s exports of products such as textiles, inorganic and organic chemicals, gems and 

jewellery, iron, steel and their articles, base metals and automotives are already out of the 

ambit of EU-GSP benefits. 

● There is also a likelihood of losing EU-GSP benefits in other categories such as apparel, 

rubber, electronic items, sports goods and toys due to product graduation.  

● In apparel, India’s exports to the EU were valued at $7 billion in 2019, of which nearly 94% 

was under EU-GSP, indicative of the impact that the graduation may have on apparel 

exports.  

● Meanwhile, India’s competitors in apparel exports such as Bangladesh would continue to 

receive tariff benefits in the EU under Everything but Arms Initiative.  
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● Another competitor, Vietnam, concluded a free trade agreement (FTA) with the EU in 2019. 

In light of the declining preferential access and the plausible erosion of competitiveness in 

the EU market, there is clearly a need to deepen trade and investment ties with the region. 

India forging stronger ties with EU to revitalize exports: Opportunity  

● India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western Europe. The 

top products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery, chemicals, 

machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic.  

● India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) for several of these products.  

● In fact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP 

valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise 

exports to the EU. 

Way Forward:  India-EU Trade Agreement 

● Post-Brexit EU finds itself in the midst of a growing need for recalibrating ties with its 

partner countries.  

● Forging stronger ties with the region through a mutually beneficial agreement could help 

strengthen Indian manufacturing and revitalise the flailing exports. 

● India also needs to negotiate on investment-related aspects with the EU to enhance bilateral 

investments and foster stronger value chains, especially in technology-intensive sectors in 

which the EU has a comparative advantage.  

● As far as NTMs are concerned, India faces as many as 414 NTMs in the EU, in a wide array of 

sectors. FTAs have some institutional arrangements for NTMs.  

● India should critically review the availability of such arrangements in its negotiations, as also 

their operationalisation and effectiveness. 

Discuss the possible benefits and associated concerns with India’s membership of the 

Quad.  (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article evaluates the possible benefits and associated concerns with India’s membership of the 
Quad. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Evaluate the possible benefits and associated concerns with India’s membership of the Quad. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of Quad. 
Body: 
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The Quad was born out of the crisis that followed the Tsunami in December 2004. India’s 
humanitarian and disaster relief effort in the Indian Ocean was coordinated with the three other 
naval powers engaged in similar efforts — U.S., Australia and Japan. 
Since then the idea of the Indo-Pacific as a larger maritime strategic community, and the Quad as an 
effective instrument in it, has gained credence among the four nations. 
Discuss the significance of it in detail; The Quad grouping primary objectives include connectivity, 
sustainable development, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation and maritime and cybersecurity, with 
a view to promoting peace, stability and prosperity in an increasingly inter-connected Indo-Pacific 
region. 
Discuss the challenges too and suggest measures to overcome the dilemmas that lie before India 
owing to such concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance for India. 
 Introduction: 

The past year has seen the revival of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, a mechanism which 

enables dialogue between four major democracies within the Indo-Pacific region, Australia, Japan, 

India, and the US, on issues of regional security. Known more colloquially as “the Quad”- its revival 

signals an important development within the Indo-Pacific, and reflects a convergence of strategic 

interests between four major democracies of the region. 

Body: 

Quad: Significance 

 The Quad first emerged as a cooperative response to the devastation of the 2004 tsunami, 

with the navies of India, Australia, Japan, and the US engaged in the coordinated delivery of 

humanitarian and disaster relief.  

 In 2007, Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, an early advocate of the Indo-Pacific, took steps 

to formalise the grouping through an initial summit and joint naval exercises in the Bay of 

Bengal. 

 Underscored by principles of openness, freedom of movement, and respect for the rules-

based international order, the Quad builds on a complex and overlapping web of bilateral 

and trilateral alliances and partnerships between the four nations. 

 Its revival, albeit at officials’ level only, offers a constructive platform for embedding core 

principles into the narrative of the emerging regional order, while building the trust and 

confidence needed to support cooperative initiatives between the nations involved, and 

others. 

Benefits of the Quad: 

 In the current scenario, given Chinese intransigence and our misreading of their imperialist-

expansionist intent, Sino-Indian tensions are likely to persist.  

 If India is not to cede ground physically or diplomatically, it must muster all elements of its 

“comprehensive national power”, including the maritime, and create a strong negotiating 

position.  

 Apart from the balance of forces on land favouring China, there is also the Beijing-Islamabad 

Axis that awaits activation.  
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 Keeping tensions confined to the Himalayan arena is, therefore, not only militarily 

advantageous to China but a continental focus also helps to keep India contained in a 

“South-Asia box”. 

 It is also time to seek an enlargement of this grouping into a partnership of the like-minded. 

 Other nations feeling the brunt of Chinese brawn may be willing to join an “Indo-Pacific 

concord” to maintain peace and tranquillity and to ensure observance of the UN Law of the 

Seas.  

 News of Australia being re-invited to participate in the Quad deserves a conditional 

welcome, given Canberra’s past inconsistency and political flip-flops. 

Associated concerns: 

 Any ambition to formalise the Quad as a substantive manifestation of a free and open Indo-

Pacific is likely to encounter difficulties. The future of the Quad beyond its current 

consultative format is not certain. 

 Given the complex array of interests at play across the dynamic region, key partners are 

more likely to preference loose coalitions based on dialogue and cooperation over more 

fixed, institutionalised formats.  

 The opportunity to discuss emerging regional issues, from piracy to maritime pollution and 

disaster management, through such a platform should be done as it is not on their agenda 

yet. 

 At the same time, assuring ASEAN of its role and relevance to Indo-Pacific, including through 

established dialogue mechanisms like the EAS needs to be done. Else Quad cannot be 

successful. 

 Engaging others, including China, in dialogue about the Indo-Pacific project through such 

mechanisms will be integral to realising the long-term vision for a stable and inclusive 

region. 

Conclusion: 

The time for ambivalence is over and while India will have to fight its own territorial battles with 

determination, this is the moment to seek external balancing. It is also time to seek an enlargement 

of this grouping into a partnership of the like-minded. 

The changing perception of China and the US in Southeast Asia calls for the re-

calibration of India’s Act East policy. Do you agree? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
A recent survey of Southeast Asian perception of China by Singapore-based Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies reveals interesting facts that may have implications for our Act East policy and help our 
policy makers calibrate their approach towards the region.  Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the statement “The changing perception of China and the US in Southeast Asia calls 
for the re-calibration of India’s Act East policy” and present a close examination of the same. 
Directive: 
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
You can start with the findings of the report – State of Southeast Asia 2021 survey: tracking the trust 
and distrust ratings of major powers in the region. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Talk about declining perception of China: Juxtaposing trend about China as simultaneously the most 
influential and most distrusted power in the region.  Then quote the reasons – China’s charm 
offensive towards Southeast Asia through its offensive cloud and ground diplomacy. Mask and 
Vaccine diplomacy failed to fill the trust deficit due to the Chinese bellicosity of island-building and 
land grabbing and allowing the Coast Guards to use weapons against foreign ships. 
Risk of Spillover effect: Indonesia warned heightened the risk of “spillover conflict” in Indonesia’s 
territorial waters around the Natuna Islands. Percentage of those who distrust China increased from 
51.5% in 2019 to 60.4% in 2020 and 63%. 5% believe that “China’s economic and military power 
could be used to threaten Southeast Asian countries’ interest and sovereignty, including the use of 
economic tools and tourism to punish their foreign policy choices.” 
Rise in the stature of the US: Southeast Asians’ trust in the US has improved, increasing from 30.3% in 
2020 to 48.4% in 2021. Together with the EU, the US enjoys the strongest confidence to provide 
leadership in maintaining the rules-based order, upholding international law and championing the 
global free trade agenda. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that under such a perception shift, it’s up to Indian foreign policy makers to decide how 
they would calibrate their approaches in reaching out to Southeast Asia in the coming days. 
Introduction: 

A recent survey of Southeast Asian perception of China by Singapore-based Institute of Southeast 

Asian Studies reveals interesting facts that may have implications for our Act East policy and help our 

policy makers calibrate their approach towards the region. In contrast to China’s trust quotient going 

downward, the US image in the eyes of Southeast Asians improved, even in countries apparently 

leaning heavily towards Beijing. 

Body: 

Changing perception of China and the USA in Southeast Asia 

 Distrust around Chinese intentions: Beijing’s charm offensive towards Southeast Asia 

through its cloud and ground diplomacy, together with its apparent success in containing the 

pandemic domestically, its “mask and vaccine diplomacy” couldn’t change that trust deficit. 

 It was primarily arising from the former’s bellicosity, artificial island building and 

land grabbing.  

 Most recently its new legislation allowing Chinese Coast Guard personnel to “take all 

necessary measures”, including the use of weapons, against foreign ships it deems 

as intruders. 

 The chief of Indonesia’s Maritime Security Agency has warned that China’s new 

coastguard law has heightened the risk of a “spill over conflict” into Indonesia’s 

territorial waters around the Natuna Islands. 
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 Vietnam believes that China’s new law in effect expands its grip over the South 

China Sea and increases the possibility of “dangerous encounters” between its 

coastguard and the maritime patrol forces of Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and even 

the US. 

 Increasing trust towards USA: Likewise, the share of respondents having confidence in the 

US as a strategic partner and provider of regional security increased from 34.9% to 55.4%. 

 Together with the EU, the US enjoys the strongest confidence of the Southeast 

Asians to provide leadership in maintaining the rules-based order, upholding 

international law and championing the global free trade agenda. 

 Southeast Asians’ image of Washington seemed to have improved with the coming 

of the Biden administration. 61.5%, (up from 53.6% last year), favour aligning with 

the US over China, (38.5%, down from 46.4% last year), if the region was forced to 

pick sides. 

Need for recalibration of India’s Act East Policy 

 Act East Policy seeks economic integration of India's economy with global supply chains 

which are concentrated in Southeast Asia and East Asia. 

 In order to become a manufacturing hub, India should do holistic reforms to make its 

manufacturing competitive (India hasn't witnessed major reforms since 1991). 

 India must compensate for not joining RCEP through stepping up support to nations against 

Chinese aggression. 

 Just like China is showing its assertiveness in the Indian Ocean, India must increase its 

engagement in the South China Sea.  

 In this context, India's engagement with Quad and ASEAN countries is a step in the right 

direction.  

 India and Vietnam, are collaborating in oil exploration in the South China Sea (where China 

has its claims of sovereignty).  

 Similar to China developing ports in the Indian Ocean, India with Indonesia is developing a 

port called Sabang (near the Strait of Malacca).  

 Recently, the Indian prime minister proposed an “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” for the safe, 

secure and stable maritime domain. It focuses on creating partnerships among interested 

states in enhancing maritime security, sustainably using marine resources, disaster 

prevention & management. 

Conclusion: 

India must leverage the perception shift against Chinese. As USA is aligned with India politically, 

India’s role can go a long way in ensuring stability to the region, while acting as a counter-weight to 

China and its global ambitions. 
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Account for the role of geopolitical forces in India-USA defence partnerships. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article explains the centrality of defence in India-US ties. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss the role of geopolitical forces in India-USA defence partnerships. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly present background of India- U.S. defence co-operations so far. 
Body: 
India and the U.S. have been involved in a number of bilateral and multilateral military exercises. 
The foundational agreements, LEMOA, COMCASA and BECA have also been signed between India 
and the U.S. 
Recently the Leaders’ Summit of India, U.S., Japan and Australia was held under the Quadrilateral 
Framework. 
Discuss the significance of India-US defence cooperation. 
Explain in detail the role of geopolitical forces in India-USA defence partnerships. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
Introduction: 

In recent times, India and USA have strengthened their defence partnership accounting to nearly 

$15 billion since 2014. The signing of BECA agreement during the 2+2 dialogue shows the strategic 

convergence of India and USA’s world view. This is especially true with a rising China that threatens 

to revise the world order. 

Body: 

Role of geopolitical forces in India-USA defence partnerships 

 DTTI: India and the United States have launched a Defence Technology and Trade Initiative 

(DTTI) aimed at simplifying technology transfer policies and exploring possibilities of co-

development and co-production to invest the defence relationship with strategic value. 

 It aims to move past the buyer-seller relationship, that currently dominates Indo-Russia 

defence deals. 

 Defence partnership: USA’s Defence secretary said that it will operationalise India's 'Major 

Defence Partner' status and continue to build upon existing strong defence cooperation to 

ensure the US and Indian militaries can collaborate to address shared interests. 

 This allows US to sell high technology aircrafts and drones like the Guardian Sea Drones. 

 Foundational Agreements:  All four foundational agreements have been signed which includes, 

Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA), Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement COMCASA, The General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), 

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 
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 Further, the signing of BECA and the four agreements will fast-forward the integration of 

the Indo-Pacific strategies of their two countries. 

 With logistic memorandum agreement that allows refuelling of each other’s vessels, India and 

USA will be able to keep a close watch on the movements of Chinese warships in the Indian 

Ocean. It can counter the String of Pearls strategy of China. 

 Moreover, its signing comes at a time when India is locked in one of its most hostile standoffs 

with China along their disputed border in the Himalayan region and also increased Chinese 

hegemony in the disputed south China sea. 

 2+2 Dialogue: The foreign and defence ministers of India-USA meet every year for 2+2 dialogue 

where major security aspects are discussed.  

 This is all the more important when China’s aggression has increased and Russia has 

become anti-west and aligning with China. 

 India’s 2+2 with USA as well as Japan and Australia, is in sync with increasing 

formalization of QUAD, which can be seen in the recent joining of Australia in the 

Malabar naval exercises. 

 Defence deals: Advanced technology aircraft such as Chinook, Apache and Hercules have been 

obtained from USA. There is no such matching technology with any other nation. 

Conclusion: 

With the recent geopolitics, India is compelled to move closer to the USA. Yet India prides itself in its 

strategic autonomy and non-alignment as foreign policy. The defence partnership between India and 

USA must aim to ensure rules-based world order and to ensure security and peace against 

hegemonic tendencies. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Faith for Rights (F4R) movement of the United Nations (UN) provides a way to create a 

balance between religious traditions and rights, do you agree that India should embrace 

it too. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains that India must support Faith for Rights, a UN-led movement which campaigns 
against incitement to national, racial or religious hatred, and exposes legislative patterns, judicial 
practices and government policies that undercut peaceful coexistence of different faiths. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way Faith for Rights (F4R) movement of the United Nations (UN) provides a way to 
create a balance between religious traditions and rights. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start with what is Faith for Rights (F4R) movement of the United Nations (UN). 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain the attempts to create a balance between various traditions and human rights. 
Talk about the campaign – It campaigns against incitement to national, racial or religious hatred and 
exposes legislative patterns, judicial practices and government policies that undercut the peaceful 
coexistence of different faiths. 
Discuss the recommendations of F4R: for creating a balance between religious traditions and rights. 
(Based on Article 20 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights) 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by drawing inspirations from the F4R movement for India. 
 Introduction: 

The "Faith for Rights" framework provides space for a cross-disciplinary reflection and action on the 

deep, and mutually enriching, connections between religions and human rights. The objective is to 

foster the development of peaceful societies, which uphold human dignity and equality for all and 

where diversity is not just tolerated but fully respected and celebrated. 

Body: 

Brief background: 

 The Beirut Declaration considers that all believers – whether theistic, non-theistic, atheistic 

or other – should join hands and hearts in articulating ways in which "Faith" can stand up for 

"Rights" more effectively so that both enhance each other.  

 Individual and communal expression of religions or beliefs thrive and flourish in 

environments where human rights are protected.  

 Similarly, human rights can benefit from deeply rooted ethical and spiritual foundations 

provided by religions or beliefs. 

About Faith for Rights (F4R) movement 

 The F4R framework has finally been affirmed by the United Nations system. The Office of the 

High Commissioner for Human Rights (OCHR) promoted the Rabat plan of action in 2012. 

 The plan was a result of a series of expert workshops on the prohibition of incitement to 

national, racial or religious hatred, underlying “legislative patterns, judicial practices and 

policies”.  

 The UN Human Rights Council is shortly going to discuss further the prohibition of the 

advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to 

“discrimination, hostility or violence”. 

 The F4R movement underscores the high threshold of Article 20 of the International 

Covenant on Political and Civil Rights, and urges that restrictions on rights be clearly and 

narrowly defined, prosecution be a responsible response to a “pressing social need”, and 

recourse to the least intrusive measure — free speech may not be restricted “in a wide or 

untargeted way”.  

 Proportionality requires that the “benefit to the protected interest outweighs the harm to 

freedom of expression”.  
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 And a six-part threshold test is proposed for expressions considered as criminal offences — 

context, speaker, intent, content and form, extent, and imminence. 

India’s stance: 

 India must support Faith for Rights, which campaigns against incitement to national, racial or 

religious hatred, and exposes legislative patterns, judicial practices and government policies 

that undercut peaceful coexistence of different faiths. 

 This is very important in a nation where communal riots (Delhi Riots in February 2020), are 

still a frequent phenomenon. History is marred by communal violence and the outbreak 

keeps happening. 

 Certainly, India has a high place at the UN table. Wise leadership and judicious human rights 

diplomacy are forever expected of India, which has a proud global record of promoting 

spiritual politics in many capacities.  

 As a member of the UN Human Rights Council, non-permanent member of the Security 

Council, India awaits the final decision of the apex court (due shortly) on constitutional 

secularism. However, without a shadow of doubt, India supports and upholds secularism. 

 Hence India must unequivocally support the movement under the leadership of UN. 

Conclusion: 

Rather than focusing on theological and doctrinal divides, the Beirut Declaration favours the 

identification of common ground among all religions and beliefs to uphold the dignity and equal 

worth of all human beings. It reaches out to persons in all regions of the world, with a view to 

enhancing cohesive, peaceful and respectful societies on the basis of a common action-oriented 

platform which is open to all. This thought process is necessary for India as well as the world for 

sustainable peace between communities. 

Critically analyse on the impacts of recent developments on India’s soft power 

paradigm. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the impacts of recent developments on India’s soft power paradigm. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to explain in detail why soft power matters and analyse the impacts of recent developments 
on India’s soft power paradigm. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by soft power and its significance.   
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the significance of soft power briefly and discuss its components viz. cultural component and 
political component. 
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Present the concerns over recent developments that destabilize India’s soft power such as – Dent in 
India’s rating by international agencies, Institutional intolerance, Institutional misconduct, Coercive 
federalism, Threats against inclusive civilizational society etc. 
Conclusion: 
Thus conclude that civilizations are judged not only by artifact, merchandise or arsenal but by what 
they stand for, the spirit that animates them. 
 Introduction: 

The term soft power was coined by Joseph Nye and captured the important and (at the time) poorly 

studied phenomenon in international affairs of “getting others to want the outcomes that you 

want,” predicated on the attractiveness of one’s culture, political values and foreign policy. Though 

slower to yield results, soft power is a less expensive means than military force or economic 

inducements to get others to do what we want. 

India for the first-time broke into the top 30, in the Brand Finance Global Soft-Power Index 2020, 

which highlights that India punches well below its weight. 

Body: 

India’s leverage of Soft power till date: 

 India's spiritualism, yoga, movies and television, classical and popular dance and music, its 

principles of non-violence, democratic institutions, plural society, and cuisine have all attracted 

people across the world. 

 International Day of Yoga reflects yoga’s immense popularity worldwide, underscoring 

its richness as a soft power resource 

 India’s soft power is being leveraged alongside larger foreign policy initiatives such as the Look 

East Policy (now Act East).  

 For example, the 4th edition of International Dharma Dhamma conference (IDDC-2018) 

was on January 11, 2018 in Rajgir, Bihar. This 3-day conference was jointly organized by 

India Foundation, Nalanda University, Ministry of External Affairs, ASEAN-India and 

Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha. 

 It aimed at increasing, people to people contact through the Buddhist roots in India. The 

conference aimed to facilitate cross pollination of ideas and foster harmony at the global 

level. 

 India’s soft power diplomacy, particularly in Afghanistan involves winning “hearts and minds” 

and strengthening its cultural as well as political relations with Afghanistan, backed with the 

ideas of nation building and political stability. 

 India has constructed the Parliament building, Salma(Friendship) dam and a hospital in 

Afghanistan. 

 India is currently building and upgrading the Habibia High School, a project that is worth 

more than 1 million USD. 

 Through educational development, India has also tried to build ties with the ethnic 

communities of Afghanistan, specially the Pashtun community that is present on the 

Afghanistan-Pakistan border and serves as a buffer between Pakistan and India. 
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 India was ranked higher than China in a survey wrt trust and development initiatives in 

Africa.  

 India’s track record of democracy, liberty and culture are main reason why nations like USA, 

France and Sweden have given advanced military equipment to India. 

 India is also expanding its development assistance to African countries beyond its traditional 

relationships within the Commonwealth in an effort to secure access to natural resources as well 

as serve its broader strategic aims. 

 Eg: Currently, India’s forte in the continent has been developmental initiatives such as 

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC), Team 9, and Pan Africa e-network 

among others are aimed at building institutional and human capacity as well as enabling 

skills and knowledge transfer. 

 Diaspora Diplomacy on the rise, who increase India’s soft power abroad. India has been 

celebrating Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (since 2015). Initiatives like Know India Program, have 

garnered lot of response, helping Indians connect to their ancestral roots in India and knowing 

about the contemporary India. 

 Indian American have established several advocacy organisation and political action 

committees on a wide range of issues of importance to India like Kashmir. 

 Humanitarian Assistance: India’s foreign aid activities have now also extended to humanitarian 

assistance, such as when its Navy participated in an ad hoc coalition with the United States, 

Japan, Australia, and Singapore to disburse blankets and tents in the aftermath of the 2004 

Indian Ocean tsunami.  

 As recently as in 2019, India was the first responder to the Cyclone Idai crisis in 

Mozambique. 

 This has immense potential in the backdrop of China’s String of pearls in the Indian 

Ocean Region. India’s Tsunami warning centre and information sharing (IFC, Gurugram) 

with littoral states of Indian Ocean can prove strategic in geopolitical expansion. 

Recent developments and its impacts on India’s soft power paradigm 

 India’s soft power attraction is dented when parliamentary bills affecting millions of farmers are 

rammed through without proper discussion or adequate consultation with stakeholders.  

 India’s appeal as an open society is questioned when too many journalists either embarrassingly 

kowtow to the government or are pilloried on charges of sedition for reports critical of the 

government. 

 India’s respect dwindles when government enforcement agencies unerringly target political 

opponents of the government. India’s claim to internal cohesion takes a hit when the entire 

opposition says the government is practising ‘coercive federalism’.  

 India’s creative freedoms are doubted when the artistic community is seen to be coerced into 

conformity.  
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 India’s self-esteem takes a dip when 150 leading academics from Yale, Harvard, Columbia, MIT, 

LSE – among others – write to protest the resignation of a professor who became a ‘political 

liability’ only because he critiqued the government. 

 India’s image of an inclusive civilisational society is eroded when it becomes clear that there’s a 

cynical agenda to engender religious strife for short term political gains.  

 And, India’s credibility as a mature democracy becomes a laughing stock when elected CMs of 

states give divine status to their supreme leader, the Prime Minister, and equate him with Shri 

Krishna and Shri Ram. 

Way forward: 

 India’s culture, heritage and its pluralism are its strengths.  

 India is respected for its values of democracy, openness, diversity of thought, respect for all 

religions and freedom of expression. 

 We have the potential to be world leaders in not only economic terms but as a free, vibrant and 

dynamic nation. 

 Ultimately, the soft power quotient of a country is not about the effectiveness or otherwise of 

government propaganda. It’s about perception, of how others inherently see you.  

 Civilisations are judged not only by artefact, merchandise or arsenal, but by what they stand for, 

the spirit that animates them. 

 Utilize the strong cultural and civilizational potential of the Indian diaspora  

 India must capitalise on the goodwill and the potential soft power it has created  

 These will help in achieving greater heights in India's soft power 

Conclusion: 

Without soft power, hard power lacks its intellectual and cultural edge. While soft power provides 

the ideas and motivation, hard power gives the tools and weapons for the soft power to expand. A 

good balance of both makes a nation stronger militarily, economically and culturally. India must 

continue to expand its soft power investments while building hard power capabilities. This augurs 

well with the neighborhood reality where it faces two hostile nuclear powers. 
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