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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Regulating Act, 1773 

1. It prohibited the servants of the company from engaging in any private trade. 
2. It made the governors of Bombay, Madras and Bengal presidencies independent of one another. 

 3. It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative Council. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Regulating Act of 1773 was the first step taken by the British Government to control and regulate the affairs of 
the East India Company in India. 
Features of the Act 

1. It designated the Governor of Bengal as the ‘Governor-General of Bengal’ and created an Executive 
Council of four members to assist him. The first such Governor-General was Lord Warren Hastings. 
2. It made the governors of Bombay and Madras presidencies subordinate to the governor general of 
Bengal, unlike earlier, when the three presidencies were independent of one another. 
3. It provided for the establishment of a Supreme Court at Calcutta (1774) comprising one chief justice 
and three other judges. 
4. It prohibited the servants of the Company from engaging in any private trade or accepting presents 
or bribes from the ‘natives’.  
5. It strengthened the control of the British Government over the Company by requiring the Court of 
Directors (governing body of the Company) to report on its revenue, civil, and military affairs in India. 

 
Charter Act of 1853 introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative 
Council. 
 
2) With reference to the Government of India Act of 1919, the system of ‘dyarchy’ implied that  

a) Both Centre and provincial legislatures had the power of legislate in their own spheres.  
b) Both the British Parliament and the Central Legislature had the right to make laws for India 
c) Certain subjects were devolved to the Indian members of the Viceroy’s executive council and certain 
others to the British members of the executive council   
d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into two categories. 

 
Solution: d)  

 

• The 1919 Act relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central 
and provincial subjects.  

• The central and provincial legislatures were authorised to make laws on their respective list of subjects. 
However, the structure of government continued to be centralised and unitary. 

• It further divided the provincial subjects into two parts—transferred and reserved. The transferred 
subjects were to be administered by the governor with the aid of ministers responsible to the legislative 
Council.  

• The reserved subjects, on the other hand, were to be administered by the governor and his executive 
council without being responsible to the legislative Council.  

• This dual scheme of governance was known as ‘dyarchy’—a term derived from the Greek word di-arche 
which means double rule. However, this experiment was largely unsuccessful. 

 
3) Consider the following statements 

1. The idea of a constituent assembly for India was first put forward by Jawaharlal Nehru 
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2. British principally accepted the idea of constituent assembly for the first time through Cripps 
Proposal. 
3. Muslim league accepted the idea of Cripps Proposals. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: d) 

 

• The demand for constituent assembly was finally accepted in principle by the British Government in 
what is known as the ‘August Offer’ of 1940.  

• In 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps, a member of the cabinet, came to India with a draft proposal of the British 
Government on the framing of an independent Constitution to be adopted after the World War II.  

• The Cripps Proposals were rejected by the Muslim League which wanted India to be divided into two 
autonomous states with two separate Constituent Assemblies.  

• Finally, a Cabinet Mission was sent to India. While it rejected the idea of two Constituent Assemblies, it 
put forth a scheme for the Constituent Assembly which more or less satisfied the Muslim League 

 
4) Which of the following functions was/were performed by constituent assembly other than making Indian 

Constitution? 
1. It adopted the national flag on July 22, 1947 
2. It elected Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first President of India on January 24, 1950 
3. It ratified the India’s membership of the Commonwealth in May 1949 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: c) 

 
In addition to the making of the Constitution and enacting of ordinary laws, the Constituent Assembly also 
performed the following functions: 
1. It ratified the India’s membership of the Commonwealth in May 1949. 
2. It adopted the national flag on July 22, 1947. 
3. It adopted the national anthem on January 24, 1950. 
4. It adopted the national song on January 24, 1950. 
5. It elected Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first President of India on January 24, 1950 
 
5) Which of the following were the major points of the Objectives Resolution introduced in the Constituent 

Assembly? 
1. Territories forming the Union shall be autonomous units and exercise all powers and functions of the 
Government except those assigned to the Union 
2. All powers and authority of sovereign and independent India shall flow from its Constitution 
3. All people of India shall be guaranteed and secured equality of status and opportunities along with 
equality before law 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 3 
c) 1, 2  
d) 2 only 

 
Solution: b) 
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• Territories forming the Union shall be autonomous units and exercise all powers and functions of the 
Government except those assigned to the Union. The states thus derive power directly from the 
constitution.  

• All powers and authority of sovereign and independent India shall flow from its people based on the 
doctrine of popular sovereignty.   

• As per the resolution, all people of India shall be guaranteed and secured social, economic and political 
justice; equality of status and opportunities and equality before law; and fundamental freedoms - of 
speech, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation, association and action - subject to law and public 
morality. 

 
6) Consider the following statements.  
 1. A democracy can exist without a written constitution. 
 2. Political equality of citizens refers to equal voting rights and equal eligibility for public offices. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Political equality of citizens refers to equal voting rights, equal eligibility for public offices etc. In a sense, it is 
one man, one vote as per BR Ambedkar.  
A democracy can exist without a written constitution. Britain is the best example. 
 
7) The “Sovereignty” of India means 
 1. No external power can dictate the government of India. 
 2. Citizens cannot be discriminated against on any grounds. 
 3. There is freedom of speech and expression for Indian citizens. 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2 
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Sovereignty simply implies that India is a state that takes its own decisions ultimately guided by the people. 
No external agency dictates terms to India.   
However, the notion of sovereignty does not seep into the framework of all democratic rights. For e.g. a 
sovereign state might very well discriminate between its citizens.  
A sovereign state may very well restrict freedom of speech, as it is not an absolute right, even though it is vital to 
a democracy.  
 
8) Article 1 of our Constitution says – “India that is Bharat, shall be a Union of states”. This declaration signifies 

1. That the Union of India has resulted out of an agreement between the states. 
2. The component units/states have no right to secede from the Union. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 
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• Article 1 describes India, that is, Bharat as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 
• According to Dr B R Ambedkar, the phrase ‘Union of States’ has been preferred to ‘Federation of States’ for 
two reasons: one, the Indian Federation is not the result of an agreement among the states like the American 
Federation; and two, the states have no right to secede from the federation. 
 
9) Consider the following statements with reference to the Preamble of the Constitution? 

1. Taking inspiration from the American model, India has chosen to begin its constitution with a 
preamble. 
2. Values that inspired and guided the freedom struggle are embedded in the Preamble of the Indian 
Constitution. 
3. It is the soul of the Indian Constitution. 
4. It provides a standard to examine and evaluate any law and action of government. 

Which of the above statement is/are correct? 
a) 2, 4  
b) 2, 3 
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Values that inspired and guided the freedom struggle and were in turn nurtured by it, formed the foundation for 
India’s democracy. These values are embedded in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. They guide all the 
articles of the Indian Constitution. 
 
Taking inspiration from American model, most countries in the contemporary world have chosen to begin their 
constitutions with a preamble.  
 
It contains the philosophy on which the entire Constitution has been built. It provides a standard to examine and 
evaluate any law and action of government, to find out whether it is good or bad. It is the soul of the Indian 
Constitution. 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Parliament shall have the power to make any provision with respect to the acquisition and 
termination of Indian citizenship. 
 2. Naturalised citizen who has rendered distinguished service to the science, philosophy, art, literature, 
world peace or human progress may not take an oath of allegiance to the Constitution of India. 
 3. The Constitution prohibits discrimination against any citizen on grounds of religion, race, residence, 
caste, sex or place of birth. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Parliament shall have the power to make any provision with respect to the acquisition and termination of 
citizenship and all other matters relating to citizenship (Article 11). 
 
The Government of India may waive all or any of the conditions for naturalisation in the case of a person who 
has rendered distinguished service to the science, philosophy, art, literature, world peace or human progress. 
Every naturalised citizen must take an oath of allegiance to the Constitution of India. 
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The Constitution (under Article 15) prohibits discrimination against any citizen on grounds of religion, race, 
caste, sex or place of birth and not on the ground of residence. This means that the state can provide special 
benefits or give preference to its residents in matters that do not come within the purview of the rights given by 
the Constitution to the Indian citizens. For example, a state may offer concession in fees for education to its 
residents. 
 
11) Which Act enabled the Governor General to associate representatives of the Indian People with the work of 

legislation by nominating them to his expanded council?  
a) Government of India Act, 1858  
b) Indian Councils Act, 1861 
c) Indian Councils Act, 1892  
d) Government of India Act, 1935  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Indian Councils Act, 1861, made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with the law-
making process. It thus provided that the viceroy should nominate some Indians as non-official members of his 
expanded council.  
In 1862, Lord Canning, the then viceroy, nominated three Indians to his legislative council—the Raja of Benaras, 
the Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao. 
 
12) What purposes does the constitution of a nation necessarily serve?  

1. It may allow better coordination in the nation amongst individuals.  
2. It helps define the formal decision-making process in a society.  
3. It allows people to ban autocracy and adopt democracy.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a)  

 
The function of a constitution is to 

• provide a set of basic rules that allow for minimal coordination amongst members of a society. 

• specify who has the power to make decisions in a society. It decides how the government will be 
constituted. 

• set some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. These limits are fundamental in the 
sense that government may never trespass them.  

• enable the government to fulfil the aspirations of a society and create conditions for a just society.  

• ensure that a dominant group does not use its power against other less powerful people or groups. 
Every society is prone to this tyranny of the majority. The Constitution usually contains rules that ensure 
that minorities are not excluded from anything that is routinely available to the majority 

 
A constitution does not always specify for a democracy.  
 
13) The Indian constitution is a written one unlike in some of the other democracies. What does it imply? 

1. The form of government in India has been codified in the constitution to reduce political and 
administrative conflicts. 
2. All the laws made by Parliament are to be written down as a part of the constitution. 
3. Only because of a written constitution, citizens are able to enjoy fundamental rights. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
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d) 1 only 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Constitution specifies the structure, organisation, powers and functions of both the Central and state 
governments and prescribes the limits within which they must operate. Thus, it avoids the misunderstandings 
and disagreements between the two. All the laws made in India are codified separate from the constitution 
and maintained in a law book. They need not be a part of the constitution. Even in the UK where there is no 
written constitution, people enjoy several fundamental rights. However, only because our fundamental rights 
are written in the constitution, it is difficult to amend and change them as per the wishes of the political 
executive. 
 
14) Match these schedules of Constitution to what they contain.  

1. First Schedule – List of names of All States and Union Territories  
2. Second Schedule – Powers of President, Governor and Judges  
3. Fourth Schedule – Allocation of seats in Rajya Sabha  
4. Seventh Schedule – Division of powers between Legislative, Executive and Judiciary  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 4  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 

• First Schedule -- Names of the States and their territorial jurisdiction; Names of the Union Territories and 
their extent. 

• Second Schedule -- Provisions relating to the emoluments, allowances, privileges and so on of President, 
Governor, Judges etc. 

• Third Schedule --- Forms of Oaths or Affirmations for MPs, Ministers, Constitutional functionaries etc.  

• Fourth Schedule - Allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha to the states and the union territories.  

• Fifth Schedule - Provisions relating to the administration and control of scheduled areas and scheduled 
tribes.  

• Sixth Schedule - Provisions relating to the administration of tribal areas in the states of Assam, Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Mizoram.  

• Seventh Schedule - Division of powers between the Union and the States in terms of List I (Union List), List II 
(State List) and List III (Concurrent List).  

• Eighth Schedule - Languages recognized by the Constitution.  

• Ninth schedule – Acts & regulation of states dealing with the land reforms & abolition of zamindari system 
and of the Parliament dealing with other matters. This schedule was added by the 1st Amendment (1951) to 
protect the laws included in it from judicial scrutiny on the ground of violation of fundamental rights. 
However, in 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that the laws included in this schedule after April 24, 1973, are 
now open to judicial review. 

• Tenth schedule – Anti-defection provisions  

• Eleventh schedule – powers, authority and responsibilities of Panchayat  

• Twelfth schedule - powers, authority and responsibilities of Municipalities  
 
15) Writ of Mandamus is a command issued by the court. It can be issued to  

1. Governors  
2. Inferior courts 
3. Tribunals 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
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c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b)  

 
It literally means ‘we command ‘. It is a command issued by the court to a public official asking him to perform 
his official duties that he has failed or refused to perform. It can also be issued against any public body, a 
corporation, an inferior court, a tribunal or government for the same purpose.  
The writ of mandamus cannot be issued 

• against a private individual or body 

• to enforce departmental instruction that does not possess statutory force 

• when the duty is discretionary and not mandatory 

• to enforce a contractual obligation 

• against the president of India or the state governors 

• against the chief justice of a high court acting in judicial capacity 
 

16) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Rights. 
 1. They promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
 2. They are sacrosanct and permanent. 
 3. Most of them are directly enforceable while a few are enforced by a law made by the parliament and 
state legislatures. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Fundamental Rights are not absolute and subject to reasonable restrictions. Further, they are not sacrosanct 
and can be curtailed or repealed by the Parliament through a constitutional amendment act. 
They promote the idea of political democracy. DPSP promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
Most of them are directly enforceable (self-executory) while a few of them can be enforced on the basis of a 
law made for giving effect to them. Such a law can be made only by the Parliament and not by state legislatures 
so that uniformity throughout the country is maintained (Article 35). 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Rights. 
 1. Fundamental Rights acts as limitations on the tyranny of the executive and arbitrary laws of the 
legislature. 
 2. The aggrieved person can directly go to the Supreme Court for the restoration of his 
rights. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Fundamental Rights operate as limitations on the tyranny of the executive and arbitrary laws of the 
legislature. They are justiciable in nature, that is, they are enforceable by the courts for their violation. The 
aggrieved person can directly go to the Supreme Court which can issue the writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, 
prohibition, certiorari and quo warranto for the restoration of his rights. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           9                                                                         InsightsIAS 

18) With reference to Right to Constitutional Remedies guaranteed under Article 32, consider the following 
statements: 

 1. The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the constitution. 
 2. Fundamental rights and other statutory rights can be enforced under Article 32. 
 3. The Supreme Court has both exclusive and original jurisdiction in case of enforcement of Fundamental 
Rights. 
 4. Article 32 cannot be invoked to determine the constitutionality of an executive order or a legislation 
unless it directly infringes on any Fundamental Rights. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 4 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 

• Statement 1 – The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the Constitution. Hence, it 
cannot be abridged or taken away even by way of an amendment to the Constitution. 

• Statement 2 - Only the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be enforced under Article 
32 and not any other right like non-fundamental constitutional rights, statutory rights, customary rights and 
so on. 

• Statement 3 - In case of the enforcement of Fundamental Rights, the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is 
original but not exclusive. It is concurrent with the jurisdiction of the high court under Article 226. 

• Statement 4 - Article 32 cannot be invoked simply to determine the constitutionality of an executive order or 
a legislation unless it directly infringes any of the fundamental rights. 

 
19) Apart from the Minerva Mills case, which of the following cases deal with the primacy of fundamental rights 

vis-à-vis directive principles or vice versa? 
1. Champakam Dorairajan (1951) 
2. Golak Nath case (1967) 
3. Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973)  
4. ADM Jabalpur case (1976) 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 3, 4  
 
Solution: c)  
 

In the Champakam Dorairajan case (1951), the Supreme Court ruled that in case of any conflict between the 
Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles, the former would prevail. It declared that the Directive 
Principles have to conform to and run as subsidiary to the Fundamental Rights. 
 
The above situation underwent a major change in 1967 following the Supreme Court’s judgement in the 
Golaknath case (1967). In that case, the Supreme Court ruled that the Parliament cannot take away or abridge 
any of the Fundamental Rights, which are ‘sacrosanct’ in nature. In other words, the Court held that the 
Fundamental Rights cannot be amended for the implementation of the Directive Principles. 
 
In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court declared a particular provision of Article 31C as 
unconstitutional and invalid on the ground that judicial review is a basic feature of the Constitution and hence, 
cannot be taken away.   
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           10                                                                         InsightsIAS 

(ADM Jabalpur v Shivakant Shukla Case) – 1976: In this landmark judgment, the Supreme Court declared that the 
rights of citizens to move the court for violation of Articles 14, 21 and 22 would remain suspended during 
emergencies.  
 
20) Consider the following statement regarding Fundamental Rights. 

1. Fundamental Rights in our Constitution are more elaborate than those found in the Constitution of 
any other country in the world, including the USA. 
2. Fundamental Rights are named so because they are guaranteed and protected by the Parliament, the 
supreme law-making body in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Part III of the Constitution is rightly described as the Magna Carta of India. It contains a very long and 
comprehensive list of ‘justiciable’ Fundamental Rights. In fact, the Fundamental Rights in our Constitution are 
more elaborate than those found in the Constitution of any other country in the world, including the USA. 
 
The Fundamental Rights are named so because they are guaranteed and protected by the Constitution, which 
is the fundamental law of the land. 
 
21) Consider the following statements 

1. Article 11 declares that all laws that are inconsistent with or in derogation of any of the fundamental 
rights shall be void. 
2. The term ‘untouchability’ has been defined in Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d)  

 
Article 13 declares that all laws that are inconsistent with or in derogation of any of the fundamental rights 
shall be void. In other words, it expressively provides for the doctrine of judicial review. This power has been 
conferred on the Supreme Court (Article 32) and the high courts (Article 226) that can declare a law 
unconstitutional and invalid on the ground of contravention of any of the Fundamental Rights.  
 
The term ‘untouchability’ has not been defined either in the Constitution or in the Act.  
 
22) Which of the following articles in the Constitution has/have a bearing on ensuring a safe workplace for 

women? 
 1. Article 14 
 2. Article 15 
 3. Article 21 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 2, 3   
 
Solution: c)  
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A safe workplace is a woman’s legal right. Indeed, the Constitutional doctrine of equality and personal liberty is 
contained in Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Indian Constitution.  
These articles ensure a person’s right to equal protection under the law (A14), to live a life free from 
discrimination on any ground (A15) and to protection of life and personal liberty (A21). 
 
23) Right to Equality in the Indian constitution does not include this right? 

a) Equality of opportunity in employment 
b) Rights of the accused and convicts  
c) Prohibition on discrimination on ground of religion 
d) Abolition of titles 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Right to Equality includes the following laws: 

• Equality before law 

• Equal protection of laws 

• Prohibition on discrimination on ground of religion 

• Equal access to shops, bathing ghats, hotels etc. 

• Equality of opportunity in employment 

• Abolition of titles 

• Abolition of untouchability 
 
24) The State can impose reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the freedom of speech and expression on 

the grounds of  
 1. Sovereignty and integrity of India 
 2. Security of the state 
 3. Friendly relations with foreign states 
 4. Public order 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 2, 4  
c) 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: d)  

 
The State can impose reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the freedom of speech and expression on the 
grounds of sovereignty and integrity of India, security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public 
order, decency or morality, contempt of court, defamation, and incitement to an offence. 
 
25) The right to form co-operative societies is a fundamental right under ________ of the Constitution of India.  

a) Article 14 
b) Article 19  
c) Article 21 
d) Article 25 
 
Solution: b) 
 

The 97th constitutional amendment act gave a constitutional status and protection to cooperative societies and 
made the following changes in the constitution: 

• It made the right to form co-operative societies a fundamental right (Article 19). 

• It included a new Directive Principle of State Policy on promotion of co-operative societies (Article 43-B). 

• It added a new Part IX-B in the Constitution which is entitled “The Co-operative Societies”.   
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26) The Directive Principles resemble the ‘Instrument of Instructions’ enumerated in the  

a) Government of India Act of 1935 
b) Montague Chelmsford Act 1919 
c) Objectives Resolution, 1946 
d) Nehru Report, 1928 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Dr B R Ambedkar had said ‘the Directive Principles are like the instrument of instructions, which were issued 
to the Governor-General and to the Governors of the colonies of India by the British Government under the 
Government of India Act of 1935.’  
What is called Directive Principles is merely another name for the instrument of instructions.  
The only difference is that they are instructions to the legislature and the executive. 
 
27) The constitution upholds the rights of labour and ensures labour welfare in which of the following ways via 

Directive principles? 
1. It makes provision for just and humane conditions for work and maternity relief. 
2. It exhorts the government to take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of 
industries. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Statement 1: Acts like Maternity Benefit Act or its recent amendment have been enacted in the spirit of the 
DPSP (Article 42). 
Statement 2: These are socialist principles which draw their moorings from the history of economic 
thought in India. India upholds an economic system based on the principles of equity, fairness and 
justice, and therefore, such rights (provisions) are crucial to ensure labour welfare. 
 
28) Which one of the following Directive Principles was not originally provided in the Constitution of India? 

a) Organization of village panchayats 
b) Safeguard forests and wild life 
c) Uniform civil code for the citizens 
d) Organization of agriculture and animal husbandry 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added four new Directive Principles to the original list. They require the 
State: 
(i) To secure opportunities for healthy development of children (Article 39). 
(ii) To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor (Article 39 A). 
(iii) To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries (Article 43 A). 
(iv) To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wild life (Article 48 A) 
 
29) Consider the following statements regarding Uniform Civil Code. 
 1. A Uniform Civil Code is one that would provide for one law for the entire country, applicable to all 
religious communities in their personal matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption. 
 2. Article 44 of the Constitution lays down that it shall be the obligation of the state to secure a Uniform 
Civil Code for the citizens throughout the territory of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A Uniform Civil Code is one that would provide for one law for the entire country, applicable to all religious 
communities in their personal matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption etc. Article 44 of the 
Constitution lays down that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens throughout 
the territory of India. 
 
Article 44 is one of the directive principles. These, as defined in Article 37, are not justiciable (not enforceable by 
any court) but the principles laid down therein are fundamental in governance. Fundamental rights are 
enforceable in a court of law. While Article 44 uses the words “state shall endeavour”, other Articles in the 
‘Directive Principles’ chapter use words such as “in particular strive”; “shall in particular direct its policy”; “shall 
be obligation of the state” etc. Article 43 mentions “state shall endeavour by suitable legislation” while the 
phrase “by suitable legislation” is absent in Article 44. All this implies that the duty of the state is greater in other 
directive principles than in Article 44. 
 
30) The Directive Principles are non-justiciable in nature. This implies that 

1. A citizen cannot move the court if the government fails to legally enforce the directive principles or 
even violate them in some instances.  
2. The government cannot enact laws to implement directive principles.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a)  

 
If they are violated one cannot approach the court and seek their enforcement. Therefore, the government 
(Central, state and local) cannot be compelled to implement them.  
The Directive Principles, though non-justiciable in nature, help the courts in examining and determining the 
constitutional validity of a law.  
The Supreme Court has ruled many a times that in determining the constitutionality of any law, if a court finds 
that the law in question seeks to give effect to a Directive Principle, it may consider such law to be ‘reasonable’ 
in relation to Article 14 (equality before law) or Article 19 (six freedoms) and thus save such law from 
unconstitutionality. 
 
31) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Duties incorporated in the Constitution. 
 1. All Fundamental Duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by the Constitution 42nd 
Amendment Act, 1976. 
 2. They are not enforceable by law, but a court may take them into account while adjudicating on a 
matter. 
 3. The concept of Fundamental Duties is taken from the Constitution of Russia. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
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The Fundamental Duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by the Constitution 42nd 
Amendment Act, 1976, during Emergency under Indira Gandhi’s government. Today, there are 11 Fundamental 
Duties described under Article 51-A, of which 10 were introduced by the 42nd Amendment and the 11th was 
added by the 86th Amendment in 2002, during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government. 
 
These are statutory duties, not enforceable by law, but a court may take them into account while adjudicating 
on a matter. The idea behind their incorporation was to emphasise the obligation of the citizen in exchange for 
the Fundamental Rights that he or she enjoys. The concept of Fundamental Duties is taken from the 
Constitution of Russia. 
 
32) Which of the following were the suggestions made by Swaran Singh Committee to be included as 

Fundamental Duties? 
1. Duty to pay taxes 
2. Family Planning 
3. Casting vote 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
  
Solution: a) 

  
Swaran Singh Committee suggested the incorporation of eight Fundamental Duties in the Constitution, the 42nd 
Constitutional Amendment Act (1976) included ten Fundamental Duties. 
Certain recommendations of the Committee were not accepted and hence, not incorporated in the Constitution. 
These include: 

• Parliament may provide for the imposition of such penalty or punishment as may be 
considered appropriate for any non-compliance with or refusal to observe any of the duties. 

• No law imposing such penalty or punishment shall be called in question in any court on the ground of 
infringement of any of Fundamental Rights or on the ground of repugnancy to any other provision of the 
Constitution 

• Duty to pay taxes should also be a Fundamental Duty of the citizens 
 
33) Consider the following statements:  

1. The basic structure of the Constitution has been defined under article 368.  
2. Principle of reasonableness and Welfare state are one of the elements of basic structure.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
• Basic structure of constitution is not defined in constitution.  
 
34) The famous Minerva Mills case was related to 

a) Evolution of the basic structure doctrine of the Constitution of India 
b) Supremacy to Directive Principles of State Policy over the Fundamental Rights 
c) Expansion of the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression 
d) Both (a) and (b) 
 
Solution: d) 
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Minerva Mills Ltd. and Ors. v. Union Of India and Ors. is a landmark decision of the Supreme Court of India that 
applied and evolved the basic structure doctrine of the Constitution of India. 
 
The 42nd Amendment Act accorded the position of legal primacy and supremacy to the Directive Principles over 
the Fundamental Rights conferred by Articles 14, 19 and 31. However, this extension was declared as 
unconstitutional and invalid by the Supreme Court in the Minerva Mills case. 
 
35) The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 transferred which of the following subjects to Concurrent List from State 

List? 
 1. Education 
 2. Protection of wild animals and birds 
 3. Economic and social planning 
 4. Administration of justice 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 transferred five subjects to Concurrent List from State List, that is, (a) 
education, (b) forests, (c) weights and measures, (d) protection of wild animals and birds, and (e) administration 
of justice; constitution and organisation of all courts except the Supreme Court and the high courts. 
 
36) Consider the following statements regarding the terms of the Office of the Governor. 

1. The Governor can resign at any time by addressing a resignation letter to the Chief Minister of the 
State. 
2. The Constitution does not lay down the grounds upon which a governor may be removed by the 
President. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 
 

The resignation letter is submitted to the President, and not the Chief Minister.  
 
A governor holds office for a term of five years from the date on which he enters upon his office. However, this 
term of five years is subject to the pleasure of the President. 
The Supreme Court held that the pleasure of the President is not justifiable. The governor has no security of 
tenure and no fixed term of office. He may be removed by the President at any time without mentioning any 
grounds for his removal. 
 
37) The Constitution lays down which of the following conditions for the governor’s office or selection to the 

Governor’s office?  
1. The Governor should not belong to the state where is appointed.  
2. The Governor’s appointment must be made after consulting the chief Minister of the state. 
3. A serving Governor cannot be a member of either House of Parliament or a House of the state 
legislature.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only  
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c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: b)  
 

Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify eligibility requirements for the post of governor. 
They are as follows:  
A governor must:  
• be a [citizen of India].  
• be at least 35 years of age.  
• not be a member of the either house of the parliament or house of the state legislature.  
• not hold any office of profit.  
 
Additionally, two conventions have also developed over the years.  
First, he should be an outsider, that is, he should not belong to the state where he is appointed, so that he is free 
from the local politics.  
Second, while appointing the governor, the president is required to consult the chief minister of the state 
concerned, so that the smooth functioning of the constitutional machinery in the state is ensured.  
However, both the conventions have been violated in some of the cases. 
 
38) Consider the following statements regarding Governor’s legislative powers.  

1. If a bill passed by the state legislature endangers the position of the state high court, the Governor 
must reserve the bill for consideration of the President.  
2. If a bill sent by Governor for the reconsideration of the State legislature is passed again without 
amendments, the Governor is under no constitutional obligation to give his assent to the bill.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: a)  
 

When a bill is sent to the governor after it is passed by state legislature, he can:  
(a) Give his assent to the bill, or  
(b) Withhold his assent to the bill, or  
(c) Return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration of the state legislature. However, if the bill is 
passed again by the state legislature with or without amendments, the governor has to give his assent to the 
bill, or  
(d) Reserve the bill for the consideration of the president. In one case such reservation is obligatory, that is, 
where the bill passed by the state legislature endangers the position of the state high court. In  
addition, the governor can also reserve the bill if it is of the following nature:  
(i) Ultra-vires, that is, against the provisions of the Constitution.  
(ii) Opposed to the Directive Principles of State Policy.  
(iii) Against the larger interest of the country.  
(iv) Of grave national importance.  
(v) Dealing with compulsory acquisition of property under Article 31A of the Constitution. 
 
39) Consider the following statements  

1. The governor is indirectly elected by a specially constituted electoral college same like president.  
2. The office of governor of a state is considered as an employment under the Central government. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Solution: c) 
 
The governor is neither directly elected by the people nor indirectly elected by a specially constituted 
electoral college as is the case with the president. He is appointed by the president by warrant under his hand 
and seal.  
 
As held by the Supreme Court in 1979, the office of governor of a state is not an employment under the Central 
government. It is an independent constitutional office and is not under the control of or subordinate to the 
Central government.  
 
40) Consider the following statements regarding the President’s address in the Parliament. 
 1. In India, the practice of the President addressing Parliament can be traced back to the Government of 
India Act of 1919. 
 2. In the past, there are instances where the President’s speech is delivered by the Vice president 
discharging the functions of the President. 
 3. President’s address is the only occasion in the year when the entire Parliament come together. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In India, the practice of the President addressing Parliament can be traced back to the Government of India 
Act of 1919. This law gave the Governor-General the right of addressing the Legislative Assembly and the Council 
of State. The law did not have a provision for a joint address but the Governor-General did address the Assembly 
and the Council together on multiple occasions. There was no address by him to the Constituent Assembly 
(Legislative) from 1947 to 1950. And after the Constitution came into force, President Rajendra Prasad 
addressed members of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha for the first time on January 31, 1950. 
 

 
The President’s address is one of the most solemn occasions in the Parliamentary calendar. It is the only 
occasion in the year when the entire Parliament, i.e. the President, Lok Sabha, and Rajya Sabha come 
together. 
 
Source 
 
41) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Preamble’ of the Indian Constitution  

1. It has been amended only once since its inception.  
2. It is not a part of the constitution.  
3. Constitution derives its authority from the preamble.  
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 
• The Preamble has been amended only once so far, in 1976, by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, which 
has added three new words—Socialist, Secular and Integrity—to the Preamble.  
• It is part of Indian Constitution. Constitution derives its authority from the People of India.  
 
42) Consider the following statements 

1. Fundamental rights are negative as they prohibit the state from doing certain things whereas directive 
principles are positive as they require the State to do certain things 
2. Fundamental rights do not require any legislation for their implementation whereas directive 
principles require legislation for their implementation. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Both the statements are correct. 
 

 
 
43) “Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for the reservation of 

appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion of the State, is not 
adequately represented in the services under the State.” This is a provision found in 

a) Directive Principles of State Policy 
b) Fundamental Rights 
c) Special Constitutional Rights under Part VII 
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d) National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) Act, 1993 
 
Solution: b) 

 
This is a provision given under Article 16 (4) of the Constitution.  
Article 16 provides for equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or appointment 
to any office under the State. It prohibits discrimination on grounds other than those mentioned in the article 
itself.  
The NCBC Act, 1993 established the National Commission for Backward Classes. The commission was the 
outcome of the direction of the Supreme Court in the Mandal case judgement. 
 
44) The Menaka case (1978), Supreme Court, is known for  

a) ‘Rarest of rare’ doctrine 
b) Striking a balance between fundamental rights and directive principles 
c) Expansion of rights available under Article 21 of the Constitution  
d) Setting parameters for Governor’s rule in a state  
 
Solution: c) 

 
In the Menaka case (1978), the Supreme Court overruled its judgement in the Gopalan case by taking a wider 
interpretation of the Article 21. Therefore, it ruled that the right to life and personal liberty of a person can be 
deprived by a law provided the procedure prescribed by that law is reasonable, fair and just.  
In other words, it has introduced the American expression ‘due process of law’. In effect, the protection under 
Article 21 should be available not only against arbitrary executive action but also against arbitrary legislative 
action.  
Further, the court held that the ‘right to life’ as embodied in Article 21 is not merely confined to animal 
existence or survival but it includes within its ambit the right to live with human dignity and all those aspects of 
life which go to make a man’s life meaningful, complete and worth living.  
It also ruled that the expression ‘Personal Liberty’ in Article 21 is of the widest amplitude and it covers a variety 
of rights that go to constitute the personal liberties of a man. 
 
45) Which of the following from the Constitution of India is/are specially relevant to Social Justice and 

Empowerment? 
1. Preamble 
2. First Schedule 
3. Third Schedule 
4. Fundamental Rights 
5. Directive Principles of State Policy 

Select the correct answer code. 
a) 1, 5  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 4, 5  
d) 1, 2, 5  

 
Solution: c) 

 
Preamble: The words “JUSTICE, social, economic and political; EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to 
promote among them all FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the 
Nation”. 
 
First Schedule: It talks about Indian states and Indian territory. 
 
Third Schedule: It contains forms of Oaths and affirmations for office holders. 
 
Fundamental Rights:  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           20                                                                         InsightsIAS 

A 23. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour 
A 24. Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc. 
 
Directive Principles of State Policy:  
A38. State to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of the people 
A39 (only first part) - The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing – (a) that the citizens, men 
and women equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood 
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2. Art and Culture 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Prehistoric painting. 

1. There are evidences of Lower Paleolithic people producing art. 
2. Symbols do not form part of Prehistoric paintings. 
3. The largest number of paintings belongs to Chalcolithic period. 
4. Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 3, 4 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 4 only 
d) 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 

 
We have no evidences of lower Paleolithic people producing art it is only during Upper Paleolithic that the 
production of art begins.  
The paintings can be divided into three categories: human beings, animals and geometric patterns.  
The largest number of paintings belongs to Mesolithic age.  
Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings.  
 
2) Lauria Nandangarh is famous for  

1. A large excavated Stupa belonging to the Ashokan period 
2. A monolithic iron pillar of the Mauryan period that was used to propagate Dharma to Nepal. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a)  

 
Lauriya Nandangarh is a historical site located in West Champaran district of Bihar. Remains of Mauryan period 
have been found here. 
On excavation, Nandangarh turned out to be stupendous Stupa with a polygonal or cruciform base; with its 
missing dome which must have been proportionately tall, the Stupa must have been one of the highest in India. 
The village draws its name from a pillar (laur) of Ashoka standing there and the stupa mound Nandangarh 
(variant Nanadgarh) about 2 km south-west of the pillar.  
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3) How do the Jatakas relate to Buddhism? 

1. In Theravada Buddhism, they are considered a textual division of the Pali Canon.  
2. They are literature native to India concerning the previous births of Gautama Buddha.  

Which of the above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  
 

The Jataka tales are a voluminous body of literature native to India concerning the previous births of Gautama 
Buddha in both human and animal form. The future Buddha may appear as a king, an outcast, a god, an 
elephant—but, in whatever form, he exhibits some virtue that the tale thereby inculcates. 
In Theravada Buddhism, the Jatakas are a textual division of the Pali Canon, included in the Khuddaka Nikaya 
of the Sutta Pitaka. The term Jataka may also refer to a traditional commentary on this book. 
Many stupas in northern India are said to mark locations from the Jataka tales; the Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang 
reported several of these. 
 
4) Jainism advocates three principles known as Triratnas (three gems) and Buddhism preaches four noble truths 
and the eightfold path. What is/are common between the teachings of both religions? 

1. Acceptance of the theory that God exists and it has multiple aspects 
2. Understanding that no object possesses a soul and is inanimate in the larger flow of life 
3. To practice ahimsa and abstain from acquiring precious metals like Gold and Silver 

 4. Penance and extreme austerity to punish the body 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
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c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 4  

 
Solution: b)  

 

• Right Knowledge (as per Mahavira) is the acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the 
world has been existing without a creator and that all objects possess a soul.  

• Buddhism sheds any discussion on God and soul as futile. Buddha also taught that the soul does not 
exist, so there is no meeting ground in this case.  

• Right conduct (Jainism) refers to the observance of the five great vows such as not to injure life, not to 
lie, not to steal, not to acquire property and not to lead an immoral life.  

• Buddhism also forbids its monks from acquiring property (that may bring a sense of ego and pride to its 
monks and nuns) and injuring life.  

• Only Jainism advocates extreme penance, Buddhism preaches moderation.  
 
5) The Vedic literature is broadly divided into two categories viz. Shruti and Smriti. What is the difference 
between them? 

1. Shruti is considered eternal whereas Smriti is subject to change. 
2. Smriti philosophy stands in direct opposition or contrast to Shruti philosophy. 

Select the correct answer code: 
1 only 
2 only 
Both 1 and 2 
Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Vedic literature is broadly divided into two categories viz. Shruti and Smriti. 
 
Shruti is “that which has been heard” and is canonical, consisting of revelation and unquestionable truth, and is 
considered eternal. It refers mainly to the Vedas themselves. 
Smriti is “that which has been remembered” supplementary and may change over time. It is authoritative only 
to the extent that it conforms to the bedrock of Shruti. 
However, there is not a distinct divide between Shruti and Smriti. Both Shruti and Smriti can be represented as a 
continuum, with some texts more canonical than others 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Gandhara school of art and Mathura school of art. 
 1. Gandhara school originated during the reign of Indo-Greek rulers. 
 2. Gandhara school depict Buddha’s birth, his renunciation and his preaching. 
 3. Mathura school carved out the images of Buddha as well as Siva and Vishnu along with their consorts 
Parvathi and Lakshmi. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Gandhara originated during the reign of Indo-Greek rulers but the real patrons of this school of art were the 
Sakas and the Kushanas, particularly Kanishka.  Gandhara School is known for the first sculptural representations 
of the Buddha in human form. Its reliefs depict Buddha’s birth, his renunciation and his preaching. 
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Mathura school was an indigenous development. Mathura school carved out the images of Buddha as well as 
Siva and Vishnu along with their consorts (Parvathi and Lakshmi). 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Satavahanas. 
 1. They patronized Buddhism and Brahmanism. 
 2. They revived the performance of asvamedha and rajasuya sacrifices. 
 3. They patronized the Prakrit language and literature. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Satavahanas also referred to as the Andhras in the Puranas, were an ancient Indian dynasty based in 
the Deccan region. Satavahanas dominated the Deccan region from 1st century BCE to 3rd century CE. 
The dynasty reached its zenith under the rule of Gautamiputra Satakarni and his successor Vasisthiputra 
Pulamavi. 
 
They formed a cultural bridge and played a vital role in trade and the transfer of ideas and culture to and from 
the Indo-Gangetic Plain to the southern tip of India. They supported Hinduism as well as Buddhism, and 
patronised Prakrit literature. 
They revived the performance of asvamedha and rajasuya sacrifices. 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Gupta Art and Architecture. 
 1. Both the Nagara and Dravidian styles of art evolved during this period. 
 2. There was no influence of Gandhara style. 
 3. Metallurgy had made a wonderful progress during the Gupta period. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Both the Nagara and Dravidian styles of art evolved during this period. But most of the architecture of this 
period had been lost due to foreign invasions like that of Huns. 
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The temple at Deogarh near Jhansi and the sculptures in the temple at Garhwas near Allahabad remain 
important specimen of the Gupta art. There was no influence of Gandhara style. But the beautiful statue of 
standing Buddha at Mathura reveals a little Greek style. 
 
Metallurgy had also made a wonderful progress during the Gupta period. The craftsmen were efficient in the art 
of casting metal statues and pillars. The gigantic copper statue of Buddha, originally found at Sultanganj now 
kept at Birmingham museum, was about seven and a half feet height and nearly a ton weight. The Delhi Iron 
pillar of the Gupta period is still free from rust though completely exposed to sun and rain for so 
many centuries. 
 
9) Which of the following are major features of Chola age paintings? 

1. They were often done on temple panels. 
2. They show narrations and aspects related to Lord Shiva. 
3. They avoid depictions of humans and plants. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Chola Paintings included humans and plants also. 
 
10) Consider the following statements about the dynasties during the Sangam Age.  

1. Hereditary monarchy was the form of government during the Sangam period. 
2. Each of the Sangam dynasties had a royal emblem – such as carp for the Pandyas.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2   
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  

 
During the Sangam period hereditary monarchy was the form of government. The king had also taken the advice 
of his minister, court-poet and the imperial court or avai. 
Each of the Sangam dynasties had a royal emblem – carp for the Pandyas, tiger for the Cholas and bow for the 
Cheras.  
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Gupta Age. 
 1. Gupta age is often hailed as the “Golden period of Indian Architecture” which showed exemplary 
tolerance for all religions. 
 2. During the Gupta period, architectural development of the caves was enhanced.3. The figures in the 
caves were done using fresco painting. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The emergence of the Gupta Empire in 4th century A.D. is often hailed as the “Golden period of Indian 
Architecture”. 
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Temple architecture reached its climax during this period. Similarly, Buddhist and Jain art also reached its peak 
during the Gupta Age. 
The Gupta rulers, especially in the later phase, were Brahmanical rulers. However, they showed exemplary 
tolerance for all other religions. 
During the Gupta period, architectural development of the caves remained constant. However, the use of 
mural paintings on the walls of the caves became an added feature. Some of the finest examples of mural 
paintings can be found in the caves of Ajanta and Ellora. 
The figures in the Ajanta caves were done using fresco painting and demonstrate considerable naturalism. 
 
12) Folk art form thudumbattam, is prevalent in which of the following states 
 a) Karnataka 
 b) Kerala 
 c) Andhra Pradesh 
 d) Tamil Nadu 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Thudumbu is a percussion instrument from the Kongu region (that includes Coimbatore, Erode, Tiruppur, Karur, 
Namakkal, and Salem districts). Thudumbattam, the folk art form, is prevalent in villages around Karamadai, a 
small town 26 kilometres from Coimbatore.  
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The temple complex is known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”. 
 2. The temples belongs to nagara style of temple architecture. 
 3. The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. 
The above statements are associated with 
 a) Lingaraj Temple 
 b) Mahadeva Temple 
 c) Trikuteshwara Temple 
 d) Markandeshwar temple 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”, the Markandeshwar temple complex is situated on the bank of River 
Wainganga in district Gadchiroli of Maharashtra. 

• The temples belong to the Nagara group of temples of North India.  
• On stylistic grounds, their date ranges in between 9-12th centuries CE. 
• The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. Most of the temples have a simple plan, 

with ardhamandapa, mandapa, antaralaand garbhagriha forming the component of the entire set up. 
 
14) Which of the following temples were built during Vijayanagar period 

1. Varadharaja 
2. Ekamparanatha 
3. Chidambaram 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) None of the above 

 
Solution: c) 
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• Varadharaja and Ekamparanatha temples at Kanchipuram stand as examples for the magnificence of the 
Vijayanagara style of temple architecture.  

• The Raya Gopurams at Thiruvannamalai and Chidambaram speak the glorious epoch of Vijayanagar. They 
were continued by the Nayak rulers in the later period. 

 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Baba Guru Nanak 

1. Baba Guru Nanak did not believe in Hinduism and Islam and so he wished to establish a new religion, 
which he named as Sikhism 
2. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship, austerities and the scriptures. 
3. He defined five symbols: uncut hair, a dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb and a steel bangle which need 
to be worn by his followers. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 
 

• Baba Guru Nanak did not wish to establish a new religion, but after his death his followers consolidated 
their own practices and distinguished themselves from both Hindus and Muslims. 
• Also he did not give the name Sikhism. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship, austerities and the 
scriptures of both Hindus and Muslims. 
• It was Guru Gobind Singh who defined its five symbols: uncut hair, a dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb and a 
steel bangle. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Alvars and Nayanars. 
 1. They disapproved the caste-based discrimination in India. 
 2. They did not produce any written compositions.  
 3. Women devotees were also allowed within the Sangha.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 3 only 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Some historians suggest that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the caste 
system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system.  
To some extent this is corroborated by the fact that bhaktas hailed from diverse social backgrounds ranging from 
Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from castes considered “untouchable”. 
 
The compositions of Andal, a woman Alvar, were widely sung. Another woman, Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee 
of Shiva, adopted the path of extreme asceticism in order to attain her goal.  
One of the major anthologies of compositions by the Alvars, the Nalayira Divyaprabandham, was frequently 
described as the Tamil Veda, thus claiming that the text was as significant as the four Vedas in Sanskrit that were 
cherished by the Brahmanas.  
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Sufism. 
 1. Sufis believed that the heart can be trained to look at the world in a different way. 
 2. Zikr refers to chanting of a name or sacred formula 
 3. Sufism was closer to Suguna Bhakti than Nirguna Bhakti 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Like the Nathpanthis, Siddhas and Yogis, the Sufis too believed that the heart can be trained to look at the 
world in a different way. They developed elaborate methods of training using zikr (chanting of a name or 
sacred formula), contemplation, sama (singing), raqs (dancing), discussion of parables, breath control, etc. under 
the guidance of a master or pir. 
 
Sufism was closer to Nirguna Bhakti than Suguna Bhakti. 
 
18) Which of the following were the typical features of Islamic architecture in India? 

1. Use of arches and vaults in construction 
2. Worship of human figures on sculptures 
3. Utilisation of kiosks and tall towers 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: c) 

 
The Islamic style also incorporated many elements from the traditional Indian style and a compound style 
emanated. The introduction of decorative brackets, balconies, pendentive decorations, etc in the architecture is 
an example in this regard. The other distinguishing features of Indo-Islamic architecture are the utilisation of 
kiosks (chhatris), tall towers (minars) and half-domed double portals.  
 
The buildings and other edifices are generally decorated richly in geometrical and arabesque designs. 
 
19) One of the most important buildings in Fatehpur Sikri, it is also known as the “Dream of Stones”: 

a) Panch Mahal 
b) Meenakshi Temple 
c) Hawa Mahal  
d) Jantar Mantar  
 
Solution: a) 

 
Meenakshi Temple is in TN. 
Hawa Mahal is a palace in Jaipur. 
Jantar Mantar (there are many, but the famous one) is in Delhi.  
 
The Panch Mahal is known as the wind catcher tower. It was commissioned by sikarwar rajputs. 
This is an extraordinary structure employing the design elements of a Buddhist Temple; entirely columnar, 
consisting of four stories of decreasing size arranged asymmetrically upon the ground floor. 
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20) Amukthamalyada, Gangadevi’s Maduravijayam and Allasani Peddanna’s Manucharitam are some of the 
indigenous literature of the period of 

a) Pallavas 
b) Vijayanagar Empire 
c) Sangam age 
d) Cholas 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Krishna Deva Raya, though a Vaishnavaite, he respected all religions. He was a great patron of literature and art 
and he was known as Andhra Bhoja. 
Eight eminent scholars known as Ashtadiggajas were at his royal court. Allasani Peddanna was the greatest and 
he was called Andhrakavita Pitamaga. His important works include Manucharitam and Harikathasaram.  
Pingali Suranna and Tenali Ramakrishna were other important scholars. Krishna Deva Raya himself authored a 
Telugu work, Amukthamalyadha and Sanskrit works, Jambavati Kalyanam and Ushaparinayam. 
 
21) With reference to art and archaeological history of India, which of the following are associated with the reign 
of Ashoka? 
 1. Lomus Rishi caves 
 2. Udayagiri Caves 
 3. Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli 
 4. Badami Caves 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Lomus Rishi caves: Located in the Barabar and Nagarjuni hills of Jehanabad district in Bihar, this rock-cut cave 
was carved out as a sanctuary (man made). It was built during the Ashokan period of the Maurya Empire in the 
3rd century BC, as part of the sacred architecture of the Ajivikas. 
 
Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli was created during Ashoka’s reign (272-231 BC). It is the earliest Buddhist sculpture 
of Odisha.  
 
Udayagiri Caves: It is a Hindu cave and was made during the Gupta reign. It contains the famous Varaha 
sculpture.   
 
The Badami cave temples are a complex of Hindu and Jain cave temples located in Bagalkot district in northern 
part of Karnataka, India. The caves are considered an example of Indian rock-cut architecture, especially Badami 
Chalukya architecture, which dates from the 6th century.  
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22) Consider the following statements regarding Virupaksha temple, Hampi. 
 1. It was constructed during the reign of the Vijayanagar empire.   
 2. The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva. 
 3. It is situated on the banks of Varaha River. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Virupaksha Temple is located in Hampi in the Ballari district of Karnataka, India. It is part of the Group of 
Monuments at Hampi, designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The temple was built by Lakkan Dandesha, 
a nayaka (chieftain) under the ruler Deva Raya II also known as Prauda Deva Raya of the Vijayanagara Empire. 
 
Hampi, capital of the Vijayanagara empire, sits on the banks of the Tungabhadra River.  
The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva, known here as Virupaksha, as the consort of the local goddess Pampadevi 
who is associated with the Tungabhadra River.  
 
23) Khajuraho Temples were built in  

a) Ancient India by Gupta rulers 
b) Medieval India by Chandella rulers 
c) The Iron age by Pala rulers 
d) The Age of Wanderers by Eastern Ganga dynasty 
 
Solution: b)  

 
These temples were built by the Chandella ruler between AD 900 and 1130. 
They are world-wide known for their erotic sculptures. The first recorded mention of the Khajuraho temples is in 
the accounts of Abu Rihan al Biruni in AD 1022 and the Arab traveler Ibn Battuta in AD 1335. 
The Khajuraho group of temples were built together but were dedicated to two religions, Hinduism and Jainism, 
suggesting a tradition of acceptance and respect for diverse religious views among Hindus and Jains in the region 
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding Indo-Islamic architecture in medieval India. 
 1. They were largely built on donations by people. 
 2. The arcuate form of construction was completely absent. 
 3. Indo-Islamic structures were heavily influenced by prevailing sensibilities of Indian architectural and 
decorative forms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Architectural edifices in the Indian sub-continent, as elsewhere in the world, were constructed by wealthy 
people. They were, in descending order, rulers and nobles and their families, merchants, merchant guilds, rural 
elite and devotees of a cult. 
 
By the twelfth century India was already familiar with monumental constructions in grandiose settings. Certain 
techniques and embellishments were prevalent and popular, such as trabeation, brackets, and multiple pillars to 
support a flat roof or a small shallow dome. While arches were shaped in wood and stone, these were unable to 
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bear the weight of the top structure. Now, however, the arcuate form of construction was introduced gradually 
in which arches could support the weight of the domes. 
 
In spite of the obvious Saracenic, Persian and Turkish influences, Indo-Islamic structures were heavily 
influenced by prevailing sensibilities of Indian architectural and decorative forms. 
 
25) Consider the following statements regarding the development of architecture during Mughal period. 
 1. Use of red sandstone is the chief feature of architecture during Akbar's time. 
 2. Humayun’s tomb is an example for Charbagh style.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The chief feature of the architecture of Akbar's time was the use of red sandstone.  
Humayun’s garden-tomb is an example of the charbagh (a four quadrant garden with the four rivers of Quranic 
paradise represented), with pools joined by channels. 
 
26) Which of the following criteria/s must be satisfied for a language to become Classical Language? 

1. The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community 
2. High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years. 
3. A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generations of speakers. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Criteria:  

• High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years 

• A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generations of speakers 

• The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community 

• The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be a discontinuity 
between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

 
Tamil was the first language to get classical language status in India. 
 
27) Which of the following languages are included in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India. 
 1. Assamese 

2. Kashmiri 
3. Prakrit 
4. Odia 
5. Pali 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
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As per Articles 344(1) and 351 of the Indian Constitution, the eighth schedule includes the recognition of the 
following 22 languages: 
Assamese 
Bengali 
Bodo 
Dogri 
Gujarati 
Hindi 
Kannada 
Kashmiri 
Konkani 
Maithili 
Malayalam 
Meitei 
Marathi 
Nepali 
Odia 
Punjabi 
Sanskrit 
Santali 
Sindhi 
Tamil 
Telugu 
Urdu 
 
There are demands for inclusion of 38 more languages in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. (Pali and 
Prakrit are under this) 
 
28) Consider the following statements regarding the contributions of Varahamihira. 

1. Varahamihira improved the accuracy of the sine tables of Aryabhata. 
2. Varahamihira's main work is the book Pañcasiddhāntikā that includes five principles for a moral life. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Varahamihira improved the accuracy of the sine tables of Aryabhata. 
 
Varahamihira's main work is the book Pañcasiddhāntikā ("[Treatise] on the Five [Astronomical] Canons"), which 
gives us information about older Indian texts which are now lost. The work is a treatise on mathematical 
astronomy and it summarises five earlier astronomical treatises by five authors, namely the Surya 
Siddhanta, Romaka Siddhanta, Paulisa Siddhanta, Vasishtha Siddhanta and Paitamaha Siddhanta.  
 
29) Milindapanho is in the form of a dialogue between the king Menander and Buddhist monk: 

a) Nagasena  
b) Nagarjuna 
c) Nagabhatta  
d) Nagaraja 
 
Solution: a) 
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Milindapanho wasn’t written by one person. It is the collected dialogue between the Indo-Greek king Milinda (or 
Meander) and the Buddhist sage Nagasena 
 
30) Which of the following themes are likely to be found in early Dravidian Literature? 
 1. Love poems 
 2. Heroic poetry 
 3. Glory of kings 
 4. Good and evil 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Early classical Tamil literature is known as Sangam literature meaning ‘fraternity’, indicating mainly two schools 
of poets, aham (subjective love poems), and puram (objective, public poetry and heroic). Aham deals purely 
with the subjective emotions of the lover, and puram with all kinds of emotions, mainly the valour and glory of 
kings, and about good and evil. The Sangam classics, consisting of 18 works (eight anthologies of lyrics and ten 
long poems), are well known for their directness of expression.  
 
31) Which of the following dance forms has/have been influenced by the Vaishnavite cult?  

1. Kathak  
2. Manipuri  

 3. Mohiniyattam  
 4. Sattriya 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The evolution in Kathak dance theme during the Bhakti movement centered primarily around divine Krishna, his 
lover Radha and milkmaids (gopis) – around legends and texts such as the Bhagavata Purana found in 
the Vaishnavism tradition of Hinduism. 
 
Manipuri dance is particularly known for its Hindu Vaishnavism themes, and exquisite performances of love-
inspired dance drama of Radha-Krishna called Raslila. 
 
Mohiniyattam literally interpreted as the dance of ‘Mohini’, the celestial enchantress of the Hindu mythology. 
The details of the Mohini story varies by the Purana and region, but she is consistently an enchantress avatar of 
the supreme in Vaishnavism. 
 
Even Sattriya was influenced by Vaishnavism. 
 
32) The “Rasa theory” of Natya Shashtra identifies which of these as the primary goals of the performance of 
arts? 
 a) Only to seek pleasure and happiness   
 b) Contribute to creative potential of mankind  
 c) To raise individual consciousness for spiritual upliftment 
 d) Purely for entertainment 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           34                                                                         InsightsIAS 

 Solution: c) 
 
The Natya Shashtra is a notable ancient treatise influencing dance, music and literary traditions in India.  
It asserts that entertainment is a desired effect of performance arts but not the primary goal, and that the 
primary goal is to transport the individual in the audience into another parallel reality, full of wonder, where he 
experiences the essence of his own consciousness, and reflects on spiritual and moral questions. 
This is similar to the Sufi’s views on music, chanting and its spiritual potential to connect with the divine.  
 
33) Consider the following statements. 

1. It is the folk dance performed by the women in Rajasthan. 
2. The costumes and dance movement are similar to that of the serpents. 
3. The UNESCO has inscribed this dance in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 

The above statements refer to which folk dance? 
a) Kalbelia  
b) Chhau 
c) Garba 
d) Ghoomar 

 
Solution: a) 

 
Kalbelia: 
It is a sensuous folk dance performed by the women of the Kalbelia community of Rajasthan. The costumes and 
dance movement are similar to that of the serpents. ‘Been’ (wind instrument played by snake charmers) is the 
popular musical instrument of this dance form. The UNESCO has inscribed Kalbelia folk songs and dances in the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2010. 

 
 
34) Consider the following pairs: 

Classical Dance   Important Features 
1. Mohiniattam :   Lasya aspect is dominant 
2. Manipuri :    Tarangam 
3. Kuchipudi :    Pung Musical Instrument 
4. Odissi :    Mobile sculptures 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Mohiniattam: The Lasya aspect (beauty, grace) of dance is dominant in a Mohiniattam recital. Hence, it is 
mainly performed by female dancers. 
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Manipuri Dance: The drum – pung – is an intricate element of the recital. Flute, Khartals (wood clapper), dhols 
etc also accompany music. 
 
Kuchipudi: Apart from group performances, there are some popular solo elements in Kuchipudi as well. Some of 
them are: 

➢ Manduk shabdam – Tells the story of a frog. 

➢ Tarangam – The dancer performs with his/her feet on the edges of a brass plate and balancing a pot of water 
on the head or a set of diyas. 

➢ Jala Chitra Nrityam – In this item, the dancer draws pictures on the floor with his or her toes. 
 
Odissi: Odissi dance form is unique in its representation of gracefulness, sensuality and beauty. The dancers 
create intricate geometrical shapes and patterns with her body. Hence, it is known as ‘mobile sculpture’. 
 
35) The origins of this dance form can be traced back to temple dancers or devadasis? 

a) Mohiniattam 
b) Kalbelia Dance 
c) Kuchipudi 
d) Bharatanatyam 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The origins of Bharatanatyam can be traced back to ‘Sadir’ – the solo dance performance of the temple dancers 
or ‘devadasis’ in Tamil Nadu. It was also referred to as ‘Dashiattam’. 
 
36) Consider the following statements regarding pre-historic painting. 
 1. In comparison to the Upper Paleolithic period, the size of the paintings became very large during 
Mesolithic Period. 
 2. One of the most common scenes depicted in the paintings during Mesolithic Period is of group 
hunting, grazing activity and riding scenes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Mesolithic Period (10000–4000 BC):  
This period mainly saw the use of red colour. In comparison to the Upper Paleolithic period, the size of the 
paintings also became smaller during this period. One of the most common scenes depicted in these paintings is 
of group hunting and several other paintings depict grazing activity and riding scenes. 
 
37) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Sittanavasal Cave Paintings are known for the paintings in the Jain temples. 
 2. Murals at Badami Cave Temples are one of the earliest surviving Hindu paintings. 
 3. The proponents of the Vajrayana school of Buddhism used and patronised Pala paintings. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d)  
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Sittanavasal Cave (Arivar Koil) Paintings located 16 km northwest of Pudukkottai town in Tamil Nadu, these 
famous rock-cut caves are known for the paintings in the Jain temples. 
 
Though the Badami cave temples are famous for its sculptures, there are beautiful paintings too. Murals at 
Badami Caves having lost their original grandeur and charm, still offer a glimpse into the artistic capabilities of 
people of that era. They are one of the earliest surviving Hindu paintings. 
 
Pala School represents the earliest examples of miniature painting in India. The extant illustrated manuscripts of 
Pala Empire mostly belong to the Vajrayana School of Buddhism. 
 
38) Consider the following statements about Mural paintings in India. 

1. Mural paintings can be found in both natural caves and in rock-cut chambers. 
2. These paintings are secular in nature. 
3. The Mural paintings are unique because of their small size, which can be contained on paper. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Most of the mural paintings are either in natural caves or in rock-cut chambers. The paintings follow a theme, 
the most common being Hindu, Buddhist and Jain. The Mural paintings are unique because of their sheer size. 
They cannot be contained on paper and need to be executed on the walls of large structures, usually caves and 
temple walls. In ancient period, these were utilised by three major religions: Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism. 
Some of the best examples are murals in the Ajanta- Ellora Caves. 
 
39) Consider the following statements regarding Pattachitra. 
 1. Pattachitra style of painting is one of the oldest art forms of West Bengal. 
 2. It is a painting done on canvas, and is manifested by rich colourful application, creative motifs and 
designs. 
 3. Some of the popular themes represented through this art form are Thia Badhia, Krishna Lila and 
Dasabatara Patti. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Pattachitra style of painting is one of the oldest and most popular art forms of Odisha. The name Pattachitra 
has evolved from the Sanskrit words patta, meaning canvas, and chitra, meaning picture. Pattachitra is thus a 
painting done on canvas, and is manifested by rich colourful application, creative motifs and designs, and 
portrayal of simple themes, mostly mythological in depiction. 
 
Some of the popular themes represented through this art form are Thia Badhia - depiction of the temple of 
Jagannath; Krishna Lila - enactment of Jagannath as Lord Krishna displaying his powers as a child; Dasabatara 
Patti - the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu; Panchamukhi - depiction of Lord Ganesh as a five-headed deity. 
 
With the passage of time, the art of Pattachitra has gone through a commendable transition, and the chitrakars 
have painted on tussar silk and palm leaves, and even created wall hangings and showpieces. 
 
40) Consider the following statements regarding Mughal Era Miniature Painting. 
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 1. These paintings focused on glorifying the ruler and showing his life. 
 2. They brought the technique of foreshortening, which means objects were drawn in a way that 
they look closer and smaller than they really are. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The paintings made in the Mughal period had a distinctive style as they were drawing from Persian antecedents. 
There was a change in colour palette, themes and forms. The focus shifted from depicting 
the god to glorifying the ruler and showing his life. They focused on hunting scenes, historical events and other 
court related paintings. 
These paintings were considered unique because of the use of brilliant colours. 
They brought the technique of foreshortening to the Indian painter’s repertoire. Under this technique, 
“objects were drawn in a way that they look closer and smaller than they really are.” 
 
 
41) The Manusmrti is one of the best-known legal texts of early India, written in Sanskrit and compiled between 
second century BCE and second century CE. Consider the following statements about Manusmrti: 
           1. It gives equal rights to women on the paternal property and resources 
           2. It strongly opposes the Varna system 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
According to the Manusmriti, the paternal estate was to be divided equally amongst sons after the death of 
the parents, with a special share for the eldest. Women could not claim a share of these resources.  
 
The Manusmriti laid down the “duties” of the chandalas. They had to live outside the village, use discarded 
utensils, and wear clothes of the dead and ornaments of iron.  
They could not walk about in villages and cities at night. They had to dispose of the bodies of those who had no 
relatives and serve as executioners. 
 
42) Which of the following are considered as Triratnas according to Jainism. 
 1. Right Knowledge 
 2. Right Culture 
 3. Right Faith 
 4. Right Conduct 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The three principles of Jainism, also known as Triratnas (three gems), are: 
- right faith 
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- right knowledge 
- right conduct. 
 
Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira.  
Right Knowledge is the acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing 
without a creator and that all objects possess a soul.  
Right conduct refers to the observance of the five great vows: 
- not to injure life 
- not to lie 
- not to steal 
- not to acquire property 
- not to lead immoral life. 
 
43) The rock art of Bhimbetka belongs to which of the following periods? 
 1. Upper Palaeolithic 
 2. Mesolithic 
 3. Chalcolithic 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The rock art of Bhimbetka has been classified into various groups on the bases of style, technique and 
superimposition. The drawings and paintings can be categorised into seven historical periods. Period I, Upper 
Palaeolithic; Period II, Mesolithic; and Period III, Chalcolithic. After Period III there are four successive periods. 
 
44) How does the Mohiniyattam classical dance form differ from Kathakali 

1. The body movement is abrupt and involves sudden jerks in Mohiniyattam unlike Kathakali. 
2. The characters in a Kathakali performance are divided into satvika, rajasika and tamasika types, unlike 
in Mohiniyattam. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Mohiniyattam is characterized by graceful, swaying body movements with no abrupt jerks or sudden leaps. 
 
45) Consider the following statements regarding Nagara School of Architecture. 
 1. The temples generally followed the Panchayatan style of temple making. 
 2. Generally there were water tanks or reservoirs present in the temple premises. 
 3. The temples were generally built on upraised platforms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Some of the features of Nagara style are: 

• The temples generally followed the Panchayatan style of temple making, which consisted of subsidiary 
shrines laid out in a crucified ground plan with respect to the principal shrine. 

• There were no water tanks or reservoirs present in the temple premises. 

• The temples were generally built on upraised platforms. 
 
46) The best-known leather puppets in our country are those used in the Tholu Bomalatta of 

a) Andhra Pradesh 
b) Tamil Nadu 
c) Kerala  
d) Karnataka  
 
Solution: a)  

 
The best-known leather puppets in our country are those used in the Tholu Bomalatta of Andhra Pradesh. The 
origins of these puppets can be traced back to about 2000 BCE, as they are mentioned in the Mahabharata. 
Leather puppets are made out of the hides of goat, deer and buffalo. The skin is treated with herbs and oils, and 
then beaten till it becomes translucent.  
Gods and heroes are made the largest in size, because of their importance. Minute elaborate shapes are 
punched in the skin to delineate the gorgeous costumes and jewellery of each figure. They are then dyed, 
according to the different colours assigned to each of them. Carving out the eyes is done last for this symbolises 
bringing the figures to life. 
 
47) Consider the following statements regarding Bhaona. 

1. It is a traditional form of entertainment prevalent in the state of Tamil Nadu. 
2. It was originally created by Shankaracharya. 
3. The plays of Bhaona are popularly known as Ankiya Nats. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Bhaona is a traditional form of entertainment prevalent in the state of Assam.  
It was created by Sankaradeva. He himself wrote seven dramas (called Onkia Naat) for performance in Bhaona.  
The plays of Bhaona are popularly known as Ankiya Nats and their staging is known as Bhaona. 
 
48) Which of these ragas is usually performed late in the morning?   

a) Raga Darbari 
b) Todi 
c) Raga Bhopali 
d) Bhimpalasi 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Todi should be performed in the late morning. It is a Hindustani classical raga. Todi is nearly always shown as a 
gentle, beautiful woman, holding a veena and standing in a lovely green forest, surrounded by deer. 
 
Raga Bhopali should be sung after sunset. 
 
Bhimpalasi should be sung in late Afternoon. 
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Raga Darbari is a raga in the Kanada family, which is thought to have originated in Carnatic music and brought 
into North Indian music by Miyan Tansen, the 16th-century composer in emperor Akbar's court. 
 
49) Gitam, Suladi, Jatisvaram and Varnam are related to 

a) Carnatic form of music 
b) Sattriya dance form 
c) Hindustani Classical Music 
d) Categories of social divisions based on pre-Vedic Varna system 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Gitam is the simplest type of composition. Taught to beginners of music, the gitam is very simple in construction, 
with an easy and melodious flow of music.  
 
Very much like the gitam in musical structure and arrangement, the Suladis are of a higher standard than the 
gitam.  
More complicated than the gitas, the Svarajati paves the way for the learning of the Varnams.  
 
Very similar to the svarajati in musical structure, this form- Jatisvaram-has no sahitya or words. The piece is sung 
with solfa syllables only. 
 
50) Consider the following statements regarding Amir Khusrau? 

1. He introduced new musical ragas – ghora and sanam 
2. He created a new style of Persian poetry called Sabaq-i-Hindi. 
3. He authored the work Tuglaq Nama. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Amir Khusrau (1252-1325) introduced many new ragas such as ghora and sanam.   
  
He evolved a new style of light music known as qwalis by blending the Hindu and Iranian systems. The invention 
of sitar was also attributed to him. 
   
Amir Khusrau was the famous Persian writer. He wrote a number of poems. He experimented with several 
poetical forms and created a new style of Persian poetry called Sabaqi- Hind or the Indian style.  
  
He also wrote some Hindi verses. Amir Khusrau’s Khazain-ul-Futuh speaks about Alauddin’s conquests. 
His famous work Tughlaq Nama deals with the rise of Ghyiasuddin Tughlaq.  
 
51) Consider the following statements.  

1. The cave is carved into the hard-monolithic granite rock face of Barabar hills, flanked to its left by the 
smaller Sudama cave.  
2. The ornamentation on the "curved architrave" of the cave consists of carvings of elephants on their 
way to the stupas.  

The above statements refer to? 
a) Kanheri Caves 
b) Mogalarajapuram Caves 
d) Udayagiri Caves 
d) Lomus Rishi caves 
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Solution: d) 
 

Lomas Rishi Cave is carved into the hard monolithic granite rock face of Barabar hills, flanked to its left by the 
smaller Sudama cave. 
This rock-cut cave was carved out as a sanctuary. It was built during the Ashokan period of the Maurya Empire in 
the 3rd century BC, as part of the sacred architecture of the Ajivikas. 
The hut-style facade at the entrance to the cave, which was meant as a milk shed, had an impact on South Asian 
rock-cut architecture.   
 It became a model for all such arched entrance portals built at many other Buddhist and Jain caves in India, such 
as the much bigger Buddhist Chaitya halls of Ajanta or Karli in Maharashtra.  
 
52) With reference to the Group of Monuments at Pattadakal, a World heritage site, consider the following 
statements.  
 1. It hosts both Hindu temples and a Buddhist Sanctuary.  
 2. It was constructed by the Cholas.  
 3. It represents architectural forms both from the north and south of India.  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3   
 
Solution: c)  
 

Pattadakal represents the high point of an eclectic art which, in the 7th and 8th centuries under the Chalukya 
dynasty, achieved a harmonious blend of architectural forms from northern and southern India. An impressive 
series of nine Hindu temples, as well as a Jain sanctuary, can be seen there. 
Three very closely located sites in the State of Karnataka provide a remarkable concentration of religious 
monuments dating from the great dynasty of the Chalukya (c. 543-757). There are the two successive capital 
cities - Aihole (ancient Aryapura), Badami, and Pattadakal, the 'City of the Crown Rubies' (Pattada Kisuvolal). 
 The latter was, moreover, for a brief time the third capital city of the Chalukya kingdom; at the time the Pallava 
occupied Badami (642-55). While Aihole is traditionally considered the 'laboratory' of Chalukya architecture, 
with such monuments as the Temple of Ladkhan (c. 450) which antedate the dynasty's political successes during 
the reign of King Pulakeshin I, the city of Pattadakal illustrates the apogee of an eclectic art which, in the 7th and 
8th centuries, achieved a harmonious blend of architectural forms from the north and south of India. 
 
53) Which of the following are the features of Apabhramsa School of painting 

1. Jainism was the main theme of these paintings. 
2. Pointed nose and double chin in human depiction. 
3. Absence of animals and birds 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 
 

Apabhramsa School of Art 
This school traces its origin to Gujarat and Mewar region in Rajasthan. It was the predominant school of painting 
in western India during 11th to 15th century. The most common themes of these paintings were Jain and in the 
later period the Vaishanava School appropriated them too. 
The features of the human figures depicted in the paintings have fish-shaped bulging eyes; a pointed nose and a 
double chin. 
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The animal and bird figurines in the paintings are represented as toys. The most famous example is of Kalpasutra 
and the Kalakacharya Katha from 15th century. 
 
54) Consider the following pairs 

Traditional Sarees                 Regions associated with 
 1.   Potola                                 Gujarat 
 2.   Jamdani                             Rajasthan 
 3.   Ilkal                                    Karnataka 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Potola – Patan, Gujarat  
Jamdani – West Bengal 
Ilkal – Karnataka. 
 
55) Which of the following is/are the main styles in Hindustani Music? 

1. Dhrupad 
2. Tarana 
3. Khayal 
4. Tappa 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Hindustani music: practiced in the northern parts of India. The Hindustani branch of music focuses more on the 
musical structure and the possibilities of improvisation in it. The Hindustani branch adopted a scale of Shudha 
Swara Saptaka or the ‘Octave of Natural notes. 
There are ten main styles of singing in Hindustani music like the ‘Dhrupad’, ‘Dhamar’, ‘Hori’, ‘Khayal’, ‘Tappa’, 
‘Chaturang’, ‘Ragasagar’, ‘Tarana’, ‘Sargam’ and ‘Thumri’. 
 
56) What is common between Chakiarkoothu, Koodiyattam, Krishnattam and Ramanattam? 

1. They are all ritual performing arts. 
2. They originate from Kerala. 
3. They have had some influence on Kathakali in its form and technique.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3   
 
Solution: d)  
 

Kathakali, as a dance form popular today, is considered to be of comparatively recent origin. However, it is an art 
which has evolved from many social and religious theatrical forms which existed in the southern region in 
ancient times.  
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Chakiarkoothu, Koodiyattam, Krishnattam and Ramanattam are few of the ritual performing arts of Kerala which 
have had a direct influence on Kathakali in its form and technique. Legend has it that the refusal of the Zamorin 
of Calicut to send his Krishnattam troupe to Travancore, so enraged the Raja of Kottarakkara, that he was 
inspired to compose the Ramanattam. 
 
57) The Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta  

1. deals with the teachings given by Gautama Buddha before his demise or parinirvana 
2. contains the Buddhist concepts of the Middle Way, impermanence, and dependent origination 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) None of the above    
 
Solution: b) 
 

The Setting in Motion of the Wheel of the Dharma Sutra or Promulgation of the Law Sutra is considered to be a 
record of the first teaching given by Gautama Buddha after he attained enlightenment.  
According to tradition, the Buddha gave this teaching in Sarnath, India, to the "five ascetics", his former 
companions with whom he had spent six years practicing austerities.  
The main topic of this sutra is the Four Noble Truths, which are the central teachings of Buddhism that provide a 
unifying theme, or conceptual framework, for all of Buddhist thought.  
This sutra also introduces the Buddhist concepts of the Middle Way, impermanence, and dependent origination. 
 
58) Consider the following statements.  

1. Shrutakevalin is a term used in Jainism for those ascetics who have complete knowledge of Jain 
Agama (texts).  
2. According to the Digambara sect of Jainism, there were no Shruta Kevalins in Jainism.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2   
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: a)  
 

By the end of the fourth century B.C., there was a serious famine in the Ganges valley. Many Jain monks led by 
Bhadrabagu and Chandragupta Maurya came to Sravana Belgola in Karnataka. 
Those who stayed back in north India were led by a monk named Sthulabahu who changed the code of conduct 
for the monks.  
This led to the division of Jainism into two sects Svetambaras (whiteclad) and Digambaras (Sky-clad or Naked). 
The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by Sthulabahuin the beginning of the 3rd century B.C.  
 
According to the Digambara sect of Jainism, there were five Shruta Kevalins in Jainism - Govarddhana 
Mahamuni, Vishnu, Nandimitra, Aparajita and Bhadrabahu. 
Shrutakevalin is a term used in Jainism for those ascetics who have complete knowledge of Jain Agama (texts).  
 
59) The Anubhava Mantapa established by Basavanna was primarily a place to discuss 

1. Larger political questions that affect the lives of public  
2. Spiritual matters 
3. Hearings against cases decided by the local bodies   

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 2 only 
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d) 1, 2 and 3   
 
Solution: c)  
 

• Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada poet and a social reformer during the 
reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, 

• Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. 

• Basavanna rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals. 

• He introduced new public institutions such as the Anubhava Mantapa (or, the “hall of spiritual 
experience”), which welcomed men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss 
spiritual and mundane questions of life, in open. 

• As a leader, he developed and inspired a new devotional movement named Virashaivas, or “ardent, 
heroic worshippers of Shiva”. This movement shared its roots in the ongoing Tamil Bhakti movement, 
particularly the Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the 7th- to 11th-century. 

• Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led by Brahmins, and 
replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as individually worn icons 
and symbols like a small linga. 

 
60) Arya-siddhanta is a major work of  

a) Varahamihira  
b) Aryabhatta 
c) Valmiki 
d) Vajravaraha  
 
Solution: b) 
 

Aryabhata is the author of several treatises on mathematics and astronomy, some of which are lost. 
His major work, Aryabhatiya, a compendium of mathematics and astronomy, was extensively referred to in the 
Indian mathematical literature and has survived to modern times.  
The mathematical part of the Aryabhatiya covers arithmetic, algebra, plane trigonometry, and spherical 
trigonometry. It also contains continued fractions, quadratic equations, sums-of-power series, and a table of 
sines. 
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3. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding “no first use nuclear doctrine”. 

1. It refers to a pledge or a policy by a nuclear power not to use nuclear weapons as a means 
of warfare unless first attacked by an adversary using nuclear weapons. 
2. Now the concept is also applied to chemical and biological warfare. 
3. India became the first nation to propose and pledge no first use nuclear policy when it 

conducted nuclear tests under Pokhran-II in 1998. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 3 
b) 1, 2 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1 only 
 
Solution: d) 

 
No first use nuclear doctrine refers to a pledge or a policy by a nuclear power not to use nuclear weapons as a 
means of warfare unless first attacked by an adversary using nuclear weapons. Earlier, the concept had also 
been applied to chemical and biological warfare. 
• China became the first nation to propose and pledge NFU policy when it first gained nuclear 
capabilities in 1964, stating “not to be the first to use nuclear weapons at any time or under any 
circumstances”. 
• India first adopted a “No first use” policy after its second nuclear tests, Pokhran-II, in 1998. 
 
2) Which of the following operations by Indian Military were related to Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple) 
complex? 
 1. Operation Blue Star  
 2. Operation Black Thunder 
 3. Operation Cactus 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Operation Blue Star was the code name of an Indian military action which was carried out between 1 and 10 
June, 1984, in order to capture the Sikh leader Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and his followers hidden inside the 
buildings of Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple) complex in Amritsar, Punjab.  
 
Operation Black Thunder is the name given to two operations that took place in India in the late 1980s to flush 
out remaining Kharku Sikh militants from the Golden Temple using 'Black Cat' commandos of the National 
Security Guards Like Operation Blue Star, these attacks were on Kharku Sikhs who were based in the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, Punjab. 
 
Operation cactus took place in 1988. It is the code name of intervention of Indian armed forces to trounce the 
attempted coup of Maldivian group led by Abdullah Luthufi to overthrow the Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
government in Maldives.   
 
3) Consider the following statements.  

1. In India, bank nationalisation started under the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.  
2. The basic idea behind Lead Bank Scheme (LBS) was to have an ‘area approach’ for targeted and 
focused banking.  
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3. Narasimham Committee of 1991 recommended that banks should be free to practise commercial 
modes of operation, with profitability as the primary goal.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 2 only  
 
Solution: c)  
 

Bank nationalisation started under the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi with nationalisation of 14 major 
lenders that accounted for 85 per cent of bank deposits in the country at that time. Six more banks were later 
nationalised in 1980. The core objective for nationalisation was to energise priority sectors at a time when the 
large businesses dominated credit profiles.  
The Lead Bank scheme was introduced in 1969. Each district was assigned to one bank, where they acted as 
“pace-setters” in providing integrated banking facilities.  
 
Changes post 1991:  
• Narasimham Committee of 1991 recommended that monetary policy should be divorced from 
redistributionist goals. Instead, banks should be free to practise commercial modes of operation, with 
profitability as the primary goal.  
• Taking the cue, the Reserve Bank of India allowed banks to open and close branches as they desired.  
• Priority sector guidelines were diluted; banks were allowed to lend to activities that were remotely connected 
with agriculture or to big corporates in agri-business, yet classify them as agricultural loans.  
• Interest rate regulations on priority sector advances were removed.  
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Chipko and Appiko Movements. 
 1. While Chipko Movement was the forest conservation movement in the North India, the Appiko 
Movement was the fight against tree-felling and deforestation in South India and both the movements took 
place simultaneously. 
 2. Both movements saw a significant participation of women. 
 3. Sunderlal Bahuguna was acknowledged as the leader of Chipko Movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
On September 8, 1983, a group of around 70 villagers from the Salkani village of Uttara Kannada district stood 
hugging the trees of the Kalse forests to prevent them from being felled by state authorities. Founded and led by 
environmental activist Panduranga Hegde, the movement christened Appiko (“hug” in Kannada, symbolising 
protection for the tree) became south India’s first large-scale environmental movement. Inspired by the tree-
hugging Chipko forest conservation movement in the North, the Appiko movement continues its fight against 
tree-felling and deforestation in not only Uttara Kannada but also other hill districts in Karnataka and Kerala. 
 
The significant participation of women is another common feature of both movements. While Sunderlal 
Bahuguna is acknowledged as the leader of Chipko, the contributions of women such as Gaura Devi, president of 
the Mahila Mangala Dal, are not to be forgotten either.  
 
Chipko began in 1973 in Uttarakhand, then a part of Uttar Pradesh (at the foothills of Himalayas). 
 
5) Kuka Revolt of Punjab is aimed at 
 a) Achieve justice for the martyrs of Punjab in the 1857 Revolt 
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 b) Freeing the Gurdwaras (Sikh temples) from the control of ignorant and corrupt Mahants 
 c) Making Sikh land independent from British control 
 d) Reforming the Sikh religion by removing all the abuses, superstitions and ill-practices 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Kuka Movement was founded in 1840 by Bhagat Jawahar Mal (also called Sian Saheb) in western Punjab. A 
major leader of the movement after him was Baba Ram Singh. (He founded the Namdhari Sikh sect.) After the 
British took Punjab, the movement got transformed from a religious purification campaign to a political 
campaign. Its basic tenets were abolition of caste and similar discriminations among Sikhs, discouraging the 
consumption of meat and alcohol and drugs, permission for intermarriages, widow remarriage, and 
encouraging women to step out of seclusion. 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Bimbisara and Ajatasatru of Magadha accepted Buddha’s doctrines and became his disciples. 
 2. Buddha in his lifetime spread his message far and wide in north India and gave his thoughts regarding 
metaphysical questions like god, soul, karma, rebirth, etc. 
 3. Buddha never visited Nalanda. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The most important disciples of Buddha were Sariputta, Moggallanna, Ananda, Kassapa and Upali. Kings like 
Prasenajit of Kosala and Bimbisara and Ajatasatru of Magadha accepted his doctrines and became his disciples. 
Buddha in his lifetime spread his message far and wide in north India and visited places like Benares, Rajagriha, 
Sravasti, Vaisali, Nalanda and Pataligrama. It should be noted that he did not involve himself in fruitless 
controversies regarding metaphysical questions like god, soul, karma, rebirth, etc., and concerned himself with 
the practical problems confronting man. 
 
Buddha visited Nalanda. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 

1. The Permanent Settlement system was introduced by the British to encourage investment in 
agriculture. 
2. The British expected the Permanent Settlement system would help the emergence of a class of 
yeomen farmers who would be loyal to the Company  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 Only  
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  
 

In introducing the Permanent Settlement, British officials hoped to resolve the problems they had been facing 
since the conquest of Bengal. By the 1770s, the rural economy in Bengal was in crisis, with recurrent famines 
and declining agricultural output. Officials felt that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the state 
could all be developed by encouraging investment in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of 
property and permanently fixing the rates of revenue demand. If the revenue demand of the state was 
permanently fixed, then the Company could look forward to a regular flow of revenue, while entrepreneurs 
could feel sure of earning a profit from their investment, since the state would not siphon it off by increasing its 
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claim. The process, officials hoped, would lead to the emergence of a class of yeomen farmers and rich 
landowners who would have the capital and enterprise to improve agriculture. Nurtured by the British, this 
class would also be loyal to the Company. 

 
8) The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. Which of the following were the consequences 
of the revolt? 
 1. Company rule was abolished 
 2. British disrespected and neglected the rights of the native princes 
 3. The Indian states were to recognise the paramountcy of the British Crown 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. It led to far-reaching changes in the system of 
administration and the policies of the British government. 
The direct responsibility for the administration of the country was assumed by the British Crown and Company 
rule was abolished. 
The assumption of the Government of India by the sovereign of Great Britain was announced by Lord Canning at 
a durbar at Allahabad in the ‘Queen’s Proclamation’ issued on November 1, 1858. 
As per the Queen’s proclamation, the era of annexations and expansion had ended and the British promised to 
respect the dignity and rights of the native princes. 
The Indian states were henceforth to recognise the paramountcy of the British Crown and were to be treated as 
parts of a single charge. 

 
9) Consider the following statements 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru was the first satyagrahi identified by Gandhi for the individual satyagraha 
2. Jinnah and Ambedkar attended all the three Round table conferences. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 
 

Acharya Vinoba Bhave was the first Satyagrahi chosen by Gandhi as part of individual Satyagraha. 
Only Ambedkar attended all the three Round table conferences. 

 
10) Consider the following statements 

1. Congress Ministries resigned from the provinces in 1939 because the government did not allot them 
seats in the Executive Council. 
2. Government of India Act, 1935 abolished dyarchy in the provinces and introduced provincial 
autonomy in its place. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 
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Congress Ministries resigned from the provinces in 1939 because the consent of congress was not taken when 
British entered the WW - II for the participation of India in WW – II. 

 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Munda Revolt. 
 1. It was against the destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion of traders and 
moneylenders. 
 2. Jagirdars and thikadars supported the Mundas in their revolt. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Munda Revolt For over three decades, the Munda sardars of Chhotanagpur had been struggling against the 
destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion of jagirdars, thikadars (revenue farmers) 
and traders-moneylenders. During the last decade of the nineteenth century, the Mundas rose under Birsa 
Munda in a religious movement or rebellion ("ulgulan") with an agrarian and political content. They aimed to 
establish a Munda rule in the land by killing thikadars, jagirdars, rajas and halcims. To bring about the liberation, 
Birsa gathered a force of 6,000 Mundas armed with swords, spears, battle-axes, and bows and arrows. Birsa was, 
however, captured in 1900 and he died in jail the same year. 
 
12) Which of the following is/are correct about Wood’s Despatch? 

1. It emphasized on the European learning. 
2. It argued that literature of the East was full of grave errors. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 Only  
b) 2 Only  
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
In 1854, the Court of Directors of the East India Company in London sent an educational despatch to the 
Governor-General in India. Issued by Charles Wood, the President of the Board of Control of the Company, it has 
come to be known as Wood’s Despatch. Outlining the educational policy that was to be followed in India, 
it emphasised once again the practical benefits of a system of European learning, as opposed to Oriental 
knowledge.  
 
One of the practical uses the Despatch pointed to was economic. European learning, it said, would enable 
Indians to recognise the advantages that flow from the expansion of trade and commerce, and make them see 
the importance of developing the resources of the country. Introducing them to European ways of life, would 
change their tastes and desires, and create a demand for British goods, for Indians would begin to appreciate 
and buy things that were produced in Europe. 
Wood’s Despatch also argued that European learning would improve the moral character of Indians. It would 
make them truthful and honest, and thus supply the Company with civil servants who could be trusted and 
depended upon. 
The literature of the East was not only full of grave errors, it could also not instil in people a sense of duty and a 
commitment to work, nor could it develop the skills required for administration.  
 
13) Consider the following statements. 

1. Lord Hardinge was the viceroy of India when the INC was formed in 1885. 
2. August offer was an effort to win over the support of the Indian political leadership for the war cause. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA STATIC QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                           50                                                                         InsightsIAS 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Lord Dufferin was the viceroy of India when the INC was formed in 1885. 
 
14) Which of the following is/are the features of Swadeshi movement? 

1. Emphasis on self-reliance 
2. Extensive participation of the peasantry 
3. Cultural revivalism 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Among the several forms of struggle thrown up by the movement were 

• Boycott of foreign goods: This included boycott and public burning of foreign cloth, boycott of foreign 
made salt or sugar, refusal by washermen to wash foreign clothes. This form of protest met with great 
success at the practical and popular level. 

• Public meetings and processions: These emerged as major methods of mass mobilisation and 
simultaneously as forms of popular expression. 

• Corps of volunteers or ‘samitis: Samitis such as the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti of Ashwini Kumar Dutta 
emerged as a very popular and powerful method of mass mobilisation. 

• Imaginative use of traditional popular festivals and, melas: The idea was to use such occasions as a 
means of reaching out to the masses and spreading political messages. For instance, Tilak’s Ganapati and 
Shivaji festivals became a medium of swadeshi propaganda not only in western India, but also in Bengal. 
In, Bengal also, the traditional folk theatre forms were used for this purpose.  

• Emphasis given to self-reliance or ‘atma shakti: This implied reassertion of national dignity, honour and 
confidence and social and economic regeneration of the villages.  

 
The movement largely remained confined to the upper and middle classes and zamindars, and failed to reach 
masses especially the peasantry. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Quit India Movement. 
 1. The Quit India movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942. 
 2. The Congress was declared an unlawful association. 
 3. The entire movement was violent with raids and setting fire at post offices, government buildings and 
railway stations.  
Which of the above statement was incorrect? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) none of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
It was in 1942 when the world was going through the havoc caused by World War II. India too was facing the 
heat and after the Cripps Mission had failed, and on 8 August 1942, Mahatma Gandhi made a Do or Die 
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call through the Quit India movement. Several national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Kalam Azad, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were arrested. 
The Congress was declared an unlawful association, leaders were arrested and its offices all over the country 
were raided and their funds were frozen. 
The first half of the movement was peaceful with demonstrations and processions. The peaceful protest was 
carried till Mahatma Gandhi’s release. 
The second half of the movement was violent with raids and setting fire at post offices, government buildings 
and railway stations. Lord Linlithgow adopted the policy of violence. 
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