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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

1. Lingaraj Temple: 
Context: 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has sought inquiry into demolitions by Bhubaneswar Development 
Authority (BDA) around the 12th century Lingaraj temple. 
 
What's the issue? 
According to the ASI, it is the custodian of the Lingaraj shrine, which is protected under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (AMASR Act). 
Local municipal officials did not take permission before carrying out the demolitions. 

● According to the AMASR Act, the 100-metre area surrounding a monument is declared a prohibited 
zone and another 200 metres in the periphery a regulated area for construction, reconstruction, 
repairs and renovation work. Any construction or repair work in that periphery requires permission 
from the National Monument Authority and ASI. 

 
About the temple: 

● Lingaraja Temple is a temple dedicated to Shiva. 
● Built by king Jajati Keshari of Soma Vansh. 
● It is built in red stone and is a classic example of Kalinga 

style of architecture. 
● Located to the north of the temple is Bindusagar Lake. 
● The temple has images of Vishnu, possibly because of the 

rising prominence of Jagannath sect emanating from the 
Ganga rulers who built the Jagannath Temple in Puri in 
the 12th century. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who built the Lingaraj temple? 
2. What is Kalinga style of Architecture? 
3. What is Deula style? 
4. Difference between Nagara and Dravida 

styles. 

 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
m/article/india/odisha-asi-seeks-inquiry-into-
illegal-demolitions-around-lingaraj-temple-
7172126/lite/. 

 

2. Sri Krishnadevaraya: 
Context: 
The first-ever epigraphical reference to the date of death of Vijayanagar king Krishnadevaraya has been 
discovered at Honnenahalli in Tumakuru district in Karnataka. 

● The inscription is written in Kannada. 
 
As per the inscription: 

● Krishnadevaraya, one of the greatest emperors of India who ruled from the 
South, died on October 17, 1529, Sunday, and incidentally this day was 
marked by a lunar eclipse. 

● A village named Honnenahalli in Tumakuru was gifted for conducting 
worship to the god Veeraprasanna Hanumantha of Tumakuru. 

 
About Vijayanagar ruler Krishnadevaraya: 

● He was an emperor of the Vijayanagara Empire who reigned from 1509–
1529. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● He belonged to Tuluva Dynasty. 
● Krishna Deva Raya earned the titles Kannada Rajya Rama Ramana, Andhra Bhoja and Mooru Rayara 

Ganda. 
● He became the dominant ruler of the peninsula of India by defeating the Sultans of Bijapur, Golconda, 

the Bahmani Sultanate and the Raja of Odisha. 
● The great south Indian mathematician Nilakantha Somayaji also lived in the Empire of 

Krishnadevaraya. 
● Portuguese travellers Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz also visited the Vijayanagara Empire during his 

reign. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Krishnadevaraya. 
2. His titles. 
3. His achievements- Cultural and 

architectural. 
4. Foreign travelers who visited his court. 
5. About Nilakantha Somayaji. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Sri Krishnadevaraya. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHR8ALQAU.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country. 

1. ‘Chauri Chaura’ Centenary Celebrations: 
Context: 
February 4th 2021 marks hundred years of the Chauri Chaura incident that had led to Mahatma Gandhi calling 
off the Non-cooperation Movement. 
 
What is Chauri Chaura incident? 

● The incident occurred at Chauri Chaura in the Gorakhpur district of the United Province, (modern Uttar 
Pradesh) in British India. 

● During this incident, a large group of protesters, participating in the Non-cooperation movement, 
clashed with police, who opened fire. 

● The demonstrators attacked and set fire to a police station in retaliation, killing all of its occupants. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● In response to this, Mahatma Gandhi, who 
was strictly against violence, halted the 
Non-cooperation Movement on the national 
level on 12 February 1922, as a direct result 
of this incident. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is non cooperation movement? 
2. Causes and outcomes. 
3. What is Rowlatt Act? 
4. Chauri Chaura incident. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the outcomes of Chauri Chaura incident. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

1. Special Marriage Act: 
Context: 
The Centre has objected to a petition seeking to discontinue with the provision of inviting objection from 
public while applying for marriage registration under the Special Marriage Act (SMA). 

● The government defended its move by saying that the intention behind the provision was to “keep 
adequate safeguards to the interest of various parties involved”. 

 
What's the issue? 
The petition has sought to quash section 6 and 7 of SMA, which mandates publication of the public notice, on 
the ground that it is unreasonable and arbitrary. 

● The petitioner argues that the 30-day period offers an opportunity to kin of the couple to discourage 
an inter-caste or inter-religion marriage. 
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What is Special Marriage Act of 1954? 
The SMA is a law which allows solemnization of marriages without going through any religious customs or 
rituals. 

● People from different castes or religions or states get married under SMA in which marriage is 
solemnized by way of registration. 

● The prime purpose of the Act was to address Inter-religious marriages and to establish marriage as a 
secular institution bereft of all religious formalities, which required registration alone. 

 
The SMA prescribes an elaborate procedure to get the marriage registered. It includes: 

1. One of the parties to the marriage has to give a notice of the intended marriage to the marriage officer 
of the district where at least one of the parties to the marriage has resided for at least 30 days 
immediately prior to the date on which such notice is given. 

2. Such notice is then entered in the marriage notice book and the marriage officer publishes a notice of 
marriage at some conspicuous place in his office. 

3. The notice of marriage published by the marriage officer includes details of the parties like names, date 
of birth, age, occupation, parents’ names and details, address, pin code, identity information, phone 
number etc. 

4. Anybody can then raise objections to the marriage on various grounds provided under the Act. If no 
objection is raised within the 30 day period, then marriage can be solemnized. If objections are raised, 
then the marriage officer has to inquire into the objections after which he will decide whether or not to 
solemnize the marriage. 

 
What are the Criticisms? 

1. Vulnerable to coercive tactics by family. 
2. Intrusion of privacy. 
3. Pushes for religious conversion. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Objectives of the Special Marriage Act. 
2. Key provisions- Sections 5 and 6. 
3. Key requirements under the Act for the 

registration of marriage. 
4. Details published by the marriage officer. 
5. Overview of Articles 14 and 21 of the 

constitution. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are the controversial provisions in the Special 
Marriage Act of 1954? Why the law needs a 
review? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G4488RADL.1&imageview=0. 

 
Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Bill, 2020: 
Context: 
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Bill, 2020 was passed in Lok Sabha in March 2020, 
and is likely to be brought before Rajya Sabha during the ongoing Budget Session. 
The Bill proposes several amendments, including the constitution of a Medical Board in every State and UT. 

● The board will decide on pregnancies beyond 24 weeks in cases of foetal abnormalities. 
● Each board will have one gynaecologist, one radiologist or sonologist, one paediatrician, and other 

members prescribed by the State/UT government. 
 
What's the issue now? 
As per the latest study, creation of this board is “unfeasible” as 82% of posts are lying vacant in the country. 
 
Highlights of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Bill, 2020: 

1. It seeks to extend the upper limit for permitting abortions from 20 weeks to 24 under special 
circumstances. 
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2. The “special categories of women” include rape survivors, victims of incest, the differently abled and 
minors. 

3. The Bill proposes requirement of opinion of one registered medical practitioner (RMP) for termination 
of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation. 

4. It also provides for the requirement of opinion of 
two RMPs for termination of pregnancy of 20 to 24 
weeks. 

 
Need for overhaul: 

● The present abortion law, which is about five 
decades old, permits abortion up to a maximum 
foetal gestation period of 20 weeks. 

● In recent years, there have been strong demands to 
raise the foetal gestation period for abortion 
beyond 20 weeks. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Provisions in the new bill vs 1971 act. 
2. Time limit for abortion in India vs other 

countries. 
3. Contraceptive-failure clause. 
4. Constitution and composition of Medical 

Board. 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 strives to provide 
reproductive rights to women in India. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/medical-board-on-abortion-
unfeasible-says-study/article33711124.ece/amp/. 

 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. Centre likely to postpone Census to 2022: 
Context: 
The Centre is on track to push the 2021 Census to 2022 on account of the country’s continuing preoccupation 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Background: 

● The Census exercise was to be conducted in two phases — House Listing and Housing Census from 
April to September 2020 and Population Enumeration from February 9 to February 28, 2021. 

● The first phase of the Census and the updating of the National Population Register (NPR) were initially 
to be rolled out in some States on April 1, 2020, but were postponed due to the pandemic. 

 
Census: 
The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic and other 
characteristics of the country's population. 

● The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. It helped in framing new policies, 
government programs to uplift areas of improvement in the community. 

● The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. Since then, censuses have been undertaken 
uninterruptedly once every ten years. 

 
Who conducts census? 
The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner, India under Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
 
The Census is one of the most credible sources of information on the following: 

1. Demography. 
2. Economic Activity. 
3. Literacy and Education. 
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4. Housing & Household Amenities. 
5. Urbanization, Fertility, and Mortality. 
6. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
7. Language. 

 
Historical Significance: 

1. 'Rig-Veda' reveals that some kind of population count was maintained during 800-600 BC in India. 
2. Arthashastr by 'Kautilya' written in the 3rd Century BC prescribed the collection of population 

statistics as a measure of state policy for taxation. 
3. During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar, the administrative report 'Ain-e-Akbari' included 

comprehensive data pertaining to population, industry, wealth and many other characteristics. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Relation between Census and National 
Population Register. 

2. NPR vs NRC. 
3. How NRC is related to Assam accord. 
4. Constitutional provisions wrt to grant and 

revocation of citizenships. 
5. Who carries out Census? 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why a nationwide NRC exercise may not be 
feasible. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G8687QD49.1&imageview=0. 
 
 

2. UN Committee for World Food Security endorses voluntary guidelines to 
end hunger: 

Context: 
The first-ever voluntary guidelines on food systems and nutrition meant to end hunger and malnutrition were 
endorsed by members of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS). 

● The guidelines have been developed to support countries in their efforts to eradicate all forms of 
hunger and malnutrition by utilising a comprehensive food systems approach. 

 
They are structured around seven focus areas: 

1. Transparent, democratic and accountable governance. 
2. Sustainable food supply chains to achieve healthy diets in the context of economic, social and 

environmental sustainability and climate change. 
3. Equal and equitable access to healthy diets through sustainable food systems. 
4. Food safety across sustainable food systems. 
5. People-centred nutrition knowledge, education and information. 
6. Gender equality and women’s empowerment across food systems. 
7. Resilient food systems in humanitarian contexts. 

 
Objectives and focus: 

● The guidelines are intended to build upon and complement the work and mandate of other 
international bodies, for example the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition (2016-2025). 

● They call for realisation of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security for all, 
particularly for the most vulnerable and affected groups. 

● They focus on policy planning and governance so that food systems can be made more resilient and 
responsive and are in accordance with needs of consumers and producers too, especially small and 
marginal farmers. 

 
About the Committee on World Food Security (CFS): 
Established in 1974 as an intergovernmental body to serve as a forum in the United Nations System for review 
and follow-up of policies concerning world food security including production and physical and economic 
access to food. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About CFS. 
2. Overview of guidelines to end hunger. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the voluntary guidelines 
on food systems and nutrition meant to end hunger 
and malnutrition. 

 

Topics: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

1. Swachh Iconic Places: 
Context: 
Ministry of Jal Shakti announces selection of 12 sites for transforming them into ‘Swachh Tourist Destinations’ 
under Phase-IV. 
 
The 12 sites are: 

1. Ajanta Caves, Maharashtra 
2. Sanchi Stupa, Madhya Pradesh 
3. Kumbhalgarh Fort, Rajasthan 
4. Jaisalmer Fort, Rajasthan 
5. Ramdevra, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan 
6. Golconda Fort, Hyderabad, Telangana 
7. Sun Temple, Konark, Odisha 
8. Rock Garden, Chandigarh 
9. Dal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir 
10. Banke Bihari Temple, Mathura, Uttar 

Pradesh 
11. Agra Fort, Agra, Uttar Pradesh 
12. Kalighat Temple, West Bengal 

 
About Swachh Iconic Places (SIP): 
What is it? It is an initiative of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation under Swachh Bharat Mission. 
Aims to take iconic places and their surroundings to higher standards of Swachhata, so that all visitors benefit 
and also take away home the message of cleanliness. 
Implementation of the project: It is a collaborative project with three other central Ministries: Urban 
Development, Culture, Tourism; all levels in the concerned States and more importantly, Public Sector and 
Private companies as partners. 
 
Initiatives taken up under Swachh Iconic Places initiative:  
Improved sewage infrastructure, installation of Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), drainage facilities, improved 
sanitation facilities, water vending machines, solid and liquid waste management (SLWM) set-up, structure 
restoration, lighting arrangements, beautification of parks, roads maintenance, better transport facilities in 
approach and access areas besides at the main sites. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Scheme. 
2. Implementation. 

3. Places selected. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the scheme. 
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

1. Puducherry L-G: 
Context: 
President Kovind removes Kiran Bedi as Puducherry Lieutenant Governor. 

● Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan has been given the additional charge of Puducherry. 
 
What are the powers and sources of LG of Puducherry? 
Puducherry is a union territory which is governed by Article 239A of the Constitution. 

1. The Government of Union Territories Act, 1963 provides for a Legislative Assembly of Puducherry, 
with a Council of Ministers to govern the UT. 

2. The same Act says that the UT will be administered by the President of India through a Lieutenant 
Governor. 

3. Section 44 of the Act allows the LG to “act in his discretion” in the matter of lawmaking, even though 
the Council of Ministers has the task of aiding and advising him. In case of a difference of opinion 
between the LG and his Ministers on any matter, the Administrator is bound to refer it to the President 
for a decision and act according to the decision given by the President. However, the Administrator can 
also claim that the matter is urgent, and take immediate action as he deems necessary. 

4. Under Section 22 of the Act, prior sanction of the Administrator is required for certain legislative 
proposals. These include Bills or amendments that the Council of Ministers intends to move in the 
Legislative Assembly, and which deal with the “constitution and organisation of the court of the Judicial 
Commissioner”, and “jurisdiction and powers of the court of the Judicial Commissioner with respect to 
any of the matters in the State List or the Concurrent List”. 

 
Appointment: 
The Lt. Governor is appointed by the President for a term of five years. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Powers of LG of Delhi vs Puducherry. 
2. Legislative powers of states vs UTs. 
3. What happens when there is difference of 

opinion between LG and legislature? 
4. Jurisdiction of High Courts wrt to various 

UTs. 
5. Power of Court to review their own orders. 

 

Mains Link: 
Lt Governor plays a pivotal role in running the 
constitutional machinery of the Union Territory of 
Puducherry. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherr
y/kiran-bedi-ceases-to-hold-post-of-puducherry-
lieutenant-governor-rashtrapati-
bhavan/article33853949.ece/amp/. 

2. Lawyers flag violation of norms in Disha arrest: 
Context: 
Top lawyers have termed Bangalore-based climate activist Disha Ravi’s arrest "ab-initio-illegal", meaning illegal 
from the beginning. 
 
Background: 
Disha was arrested for "editing" a tool-kit for organising farmers’ protest. Global climate leader, teenager Greta 
Thunberg, had forwarded the tool-kit online. 
 
What's the issue? 
The arrest violated every legal and constitutional right of Disha, starting from her not being produced in court 
in Bangalore, where she was arrested, for a transit remand; to not being provided a legal counsel in Delhi, 
where she was remanded in police custody. 
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Rules and other provisions in this regard: 
As per the lawyers, almost every due process of law was overlooked.  

● It is stated that the Delhi Police did not follow any of the guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court in 
Arnesh Kumar v State of Bihar (2014). 

● Section 80 of CrPC stipulates that the arrested person must be produced before the magistrate within 
the jurisdiction of arrest, which must be followed in every case. 

● She also did not have an opportunity to seek legal counsel nor was one provided to her, in breach of 
Article 22. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM389HDH3.1&imageview=0. 
 

3. What are money Bills? 
Context: 
In a pre-emptive move, the Congress has written to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, urging him not to bypass the 
Rajya Sabha by declaring seven key Bills, including one on the privatisation of two public sector banks, as 
money Bills. 
 
Background: 

● The Rajya Sabha has limited powers 
to legislate on a money Bill. 

● The Lok Sabha is free to accept or 
reject amendments made by the 
Rajya Sabha on a money Bill. 

 
What is a Money bill? 
A money bill is defined by Article 110 of the 
Constitution, as a draft law that contains only 
provisions that deal with all or any of the 
matters listed therein. 

● These comprise a set of seven 
features, broadly including items such 
as the imposition or regulation of a 
tax; the regulation of the borrowing of money by the Government of India; the withdrawal of money 
from the Consolidated Fund of India; and so forth. 

In the event a proposed legislation contains other features, ones that are not merely incidental to the items 
specifically outlined, such a draft law cannot be classified as a money bill. 
Article 110 further clarifies that in cases where a dispute arises over whether a bill is a money bill or not, the 
Lok Sabha Speaker’s decision on the issue shall be considered final. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What changes can be made via Finance 
Bill? 

2. How can changes related to income tax be 
made? 

3. Money Bill vs Finance bill. 
4. Who decides on matters related to Money 

and Finance Bills. 

 
Mains Link: 
How does a money bill differ from a financial Bill? 
Analyze whether the process of classifying a bill as 
money bill needs change? 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G3789P0DR.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. Pardoning powers of President: 
Context: 
The 12-year-old son of Shabnam, a death row convict from Uttar Pradesh’s Amroha, appealed to President Ram 
Nath Kovind to “forgive” his mother. 
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● Shabnam has exhausted most of her legal remedies, and if executed, will be the first woman in 
independent India to be hanged for a crime. 

(Please note, Only one jail in India –– the one in Mathura –– has the provisions for hanging a woman convict). 
 
Clemency powers of the President under article 72: 
It says that the President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of 
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence. 

1. Pardon– A pardon completely absolves the offender from all sentences and punishment and 
disqualifications and places him in the same position as if he had never committed the offence. 

2. Commutation– Commutation means exchange of one thing for another. In simple words to replace the 
punishment with less severe punishment. For example for Rigorous imprisonment-simple 
imprisonment. 

3. Reprieve– Reprieve means temporary suspension of death sentence. For example- pending a 
proceeding for pardon or commutation. 

4. Respite– Respite means awarding a lesser punishment on some special grounds. For example- the 
Pregnancy of women offender. 

5. Remissions– Remission means the reduction of the amount of sentence without changing its character, 
for example, a sentence of 1 year may be remitted to 6 months. 

 
The pardoning power of President is wider than the governor and it differs in the following two ways: 

● The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the punishment or sentence is by a 
Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the Governor. 

● The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is sentence of death but 
pardoning power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. 

 
Exercise of these powers: 

1. This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers. 
2. The constitution does not provide for any mechanism to question the legality of decisions of President 

or governors exercising mercy jurisdiction. 
3. But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers 

of President and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Pardoning powers of President vs 
Governors in India. 

2. Applicability of judicial review. 
3. Article 72 is related to? 
4. Article 161. 

 

Mains Link : Present a detailed comparison of 
pardoning powers of president and Governor in 
India. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-the-case-of-amrohas-shabnam-the-first-
woman-likely-to-hanged-after-independence-
7195194/. 

 

5. Puducherry L-G orders floor test: 
Context: 
The newly appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Puducherry, Tamilisai Soundararajan, has directed the Assembly 
Secretariat to convene the House on February 22 to determine whether the Chief Minister enjoys the 
confidence of the House. 
 
Floor test: 

● Floor test is a term used for the test of the majority. 
● If there are doubts against the chief minister, the governor can ask him to prove his majority in the 

House. 
● In case of a coalition government, the chief minister may be asked to move a vote of confidence and 

win a majority. 
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What happens in the absence of majority? 
● In the absence of a clear majority, when there is more than one individual staking claim to form the 

government, the governor may call for a special session to see who has the majority to form the 
government. 

● Some legislators may be absent or choose not to vote. The numbers are then considered based only on 
those MLAs who were present to vote. 

 
Constitutional provisions: 
According to Article 75 (3) and Article 164 of the Constitution, the Council of Ministers are collectively 
responsible to the House of the People. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Floor test vs Composite floor test. 
2. Majority required to form the govt. 
3. Voting during floor test. 
4. Appointment of Chief Minister when there 

is clear majority vs Hung assembly. 
5. Can speaker cast his vote? 

 
Mains Link: 
Ambiguity in the law on conducting floor tests 
often lead to abuses and misuses. Comment. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GHU89T0QQ.1&imageview=0. 

 

6. J&K Delimitation Commission: 
Context: 
J&K Delimitation Commission holds first meeting, Farooq Abdullah and other NC leaders not present. 
 
Background: 
The Delimitation Commission for Jammu and Kashmir was constituted by the Centre on March 6, 2020 to 
redraw Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies of the union territory in accordance with the provisions of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which bifurcated the state into union territories of J&K and 
Ladakh. 
 
What is Delimitation? 
Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial constituencies in a state that 
has a legislative body. 
 
Who carries out the exercise? 

● Delimitation is undertaken by a highly powerful commission. They are formally known as Delimitation 
Commission or Boundary Commission. 

● These bodies are so powerful that its orders have the force of law and they cannot be challenged 
before any court. 

 
Composition of the Commission: 
According to the Delimitation Commission Act, 2002, the Delimitation Commission will have three members: a 
serving or retired judge of the Supreme Court as the chairperson, and the Chief Election Commissioner or 
Election Commissioner nominated by the CEC and the State Election Commissioner as ex-officio members. 
 
Constitutional Provisions: 

1. Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 
2. Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per Delimitation Act after 

every Census. 
 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Previous delimitation commissions- powers 
and functions. 

2. Composition of the commission. 
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3. Who can set up? 
4. Are changes allowed in final orders? 
5. Which are the constitution provisions 

related? 

 
Mains Link: 
How and why delimitation of constituencies is 
carried out? Discuss. 

 

7. What next in Puducherry as Narayanasamy loses trust vote? 
Context: 
Congress-led govt. falls in Puducherry. 

● Chief Minister V. Narayanasamy submitted his resignation to Lieutenant-Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan as it became apparent that he had lost the confidence of the House. 

 
What next? Possible Scenarios: 

1. In a probability, the opposition combine may stake claim to form government. 
2. The LG may recommend President’s Rule in the state as elections are just around the corner. 
3. The LG may ask Narayanasamy to continue as caretaker CM till elections are held. 

 
What is President’s Rule in the Indian context? 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives President of India the power to suspend state government and 
impose President’s rule of any state in the country if “he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the 
government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”. 
It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 
 
Implications: 
Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. 

● The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to 
head the proceedings, representing the President of India. 

 
Parliamentary Approval and Duration: 

● A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within 
two months from the date of its issue. 

● The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the members 
of the House present and voting. 

● Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of three 
years with the approval of the Parliament, every six months. 

 
Report of the Governor: 
Under Article 356, President’s Rule is imposed if the President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor 
of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot 
be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 
 
Revocation: 

● A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation. 

● Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Imposition of President's Rule. 
2. Related Provisions. 
3. Report of Governor. 
4. Parliamentary approval and duration. 
5. Revocation. 
6. What happens to the State legislature 

Under President's Rule. 

 
 
Mains Link : What is President’s Rule? Why it is 
controversial? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSH8AA7O8.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein. 

1. Supreme Court rejects plea for imposition of President’s rule in Uttar 
Pradesh: 

Context: 
The Supreme Court has dismissed a PIL that sought imposition of President’s rule in Uttar Pradesh for alleged 
breakdown of constitutional machinery and rising crime in the state. 
 
What did the court say? 
The court warned the petitioner-advocate of imposing cost on him and questioned him about the research of 
crime records of other states. 
 
Background: 

● The petitioner alleged that unlawful and arbitrary killings including extrajudicial killings are being 
perpetrated by police in Uttar Pradesh. 

● He alleged that situation has arisen in the state in which the government of Uttar Pradesh cannot be 
allowed to carry on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

 
As Per National Crime Record Bureau’s Crime in India 2019 report: 
Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of crimes against women. India reported 4,05,861 cases in 2019 
and of these, Uttar Pradesh had 59,853 such incidents. 
 
What is the President’s Rule? 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives the President of India the power to suspend state government 
and impose President’s rule of any state in the country if “if he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which 
the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”. 
It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 
 
Implications: 
Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. 

● The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to 
be the head the proceedings, representing the President of India. 

 
Parliamentary Approval and Duration: 

● A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within 
two months from the date of its issue. 

● The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the members 
of the House present and voting. 

● Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of three 
years with the approval of the Parliament, every six months. 

 
Report of the Governor: 
Under Article 356, President’s Rule is imposed if the President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor 
of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot 
be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 
 
Revocation: 

● A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation. 

● Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 
 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. Imposition of President's Rule. 
2. Related Provisions. 
3. Report of Governor. 
4. Parliamentary approval and duration. 
5. Revocation. 
6. What happens to the State legislature 

Under President's Rule. 
 
 

Mains Link: What is President’s Rule? Why it is 
controversial? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-
states/supreme-court-rejects-plea-for-imposition-
of-presidents-rule-in-uttar-
pradesh/article33783460.ece/amp/. 

2. Urban Local Bodies (ULB) reforms: 
Context: 
Goa becomes the 6th State to complete Urban Local Bodies (ULB) reforms. Gets additional borrowing 
permission of Rs. 223 crore. 

● Goa has joined five other States namely, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Rajasthan and 
Telangana, who have completed ULB reforms. 

 
Background: 
Reforms in ULBs and the urban utilities reforms are aimed at financial strenghtening of ULBs in the States and 
to enable them to provide better public health and sanitation services to citizens. Economically rejuvenated 
ULBs will also be able to create good civic infrastructure. 
 
The set of reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure are: 

1. The State will notify: 
● Floor rates of property tax in ULBs which are in consonance with the prevailing circle rates (i.e. 

guideline rates for property transactions) and; 
● Floor rates of user charges in respect of the provision of water-supply, drainage and sewerage 

which reflect current costs/past inflation. 
2. The State will put in place a system of periodic increase in floor rates of property tax/ user charges in 

line with price increases. 
 
Besides, the centre had identified four citizen centric areas for reforms. They are: 

1. Implementation of One Nation One Ration Card System 
2. Ease of doing business reform 
3. Urban Local body/ utility reforms 
4. Power Sector reforms. 

 

3. Nagaland Assembly forms panel on Naga political issue: 
Context: 
The Nagaland Assembly has formed a seven-member drafting committee on the Naga political issue that has 
been hanging fire for more than two decades. 
 
Background: 

● After decades of armed extremism, peace dawned on Nagaland in 1997 after the Isak-Muivah faction 
of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland, or NSCN (IM), declared a ceasefire. 

● Several rounds of talks have, however, failed to yield a solution to the political problem, apart from the 
August 2015 Framework Agreement between the Centre and the NSCN (IM) and the November 2017 
Agreed Position between the Centre and the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs). 

 
How old is the Naga political issue? 

1. Pre- independence: 
● The British annexed Assam in 1826, and in 1881, the Naga Hills too became part of British India. The 

first sign of Naga resistance was seen in the formation of the Naga Club in 1918, which told the Simon 
Commission in 1929 “to leave us alone to determine for ourselves as in ancient times”. 
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● In 1946 came the Naga National Council (NNC), which declared Nagaland an independent state on 
August 14, 1947. 

● The NNC resolved to establish a “sovereign Naga state” and conducted a “referendum” in 1951, in 
which “99 per cent” supported an “independent” Nagaland. 

  
2. Post- independence: 

On March 22, 1952, underground Naga Federal Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army (NFA) were 
formed. The Government of India sent in the Army to crush the insurgency and, in 1958, enacted the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Parts of States included under Greater 
Nagalim. 

2. About Naga Club and NNC. 
3. When was the Naga Referendum held? 
4. Overview of AFSPA. 
5. Overview of Article 371 and sub provisions 

thereunder. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the issues and challenges associated with 
the Naga Peace Accord. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/other-states/nagaland-assembly-
forms-panel-on-naga-political-
issue/article33858839.ece/amp/. 

 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. National Commission for SCs: 
Context: 
New chief for National Commission for SCs- Vijay Sampla. 
 
About National Commission for Scheduled Castes: 

● In order to provide the Scheduled Castes of Indian society safeguards against exploitation and to 
promote their social, economic, educational and cultural development, the Commission was set up by 
the Government of India. 

● The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) was established by amending Article 338 and 
inserting a new Article 338A in the Constitution through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 
2003. 

● By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was 
replaced by two separate Commissions namely- the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC), 
and the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) from February, 2004. 

● It consists of a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and three other members. They are appointed by the 
President by warrant under his hand and seal. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NCSC. 
2. Constitutional provisions. 
3. About Articles 338 and 338A. 

4. Functions. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the functions of NCSC. 

 

2. Karnataka to move SC against T.N. project: 
Context: 
Karnataka is readying itself to wage a legal battle in the Supreme Court against Tamil Nadu's ambitious 
Cauvery-Vellaru-Vaigai-Gundar river linking project. 

● The 262 km river-linking project will divert 6,300 cubic feet of surplus water during floods and increase 
the groundwater levels in the state's southern districts to meet drinking water needs. 

 
What's the issue? 
Tamil Nadu is trying to utilise surplus 45 Tmcft of water. 
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Karnataka Government says, "this project is not in accordance with the Interstate River Water Disputes Act. 
● According to the Act, surplus water should also be adjudicated and the tribunal has to decide on it. 

 
Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956: 

● According to its provisions, if a State Government makes a request regarding any water dispute and the 
Central Government is of opinion that the water dispute cannot be settled by negotiations, then a 
Water Disputes Tribunal is constituted for the adjudication of the water dispute. 

● The act was amended in 2002, to include the major recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission. 
● The amendments mandated a one-year time frame to setup the water disputes tribunal and also a 3-

year time frame to give a decision. 
 
Provisions related to interstate river water disputes: 
Entry 17 of State List deals with water i.e. water supply, 
irrigation, canal, drainage, embankments, water storage and 
water power. 
Entry 56 of Union List empowers the Union Government for 
the regulation and development of inter-state rivers and river 
valleys to the extent declared by Parliament to be expedient in 
the public interest. 
Article 262: In the case of disputes relating to waters, it 
provides 

1. Clause 1:Parliament may by law provide for the 
adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect 
to the use, distribution or control of the waters of, or 
in, any inter-State river or river valley. 

2. Clause 2:Parliament may, by law provide that neither 
the Supreme Court nor any other court shall exercise 
jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint as mentioned above. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Cauvery river- origin, basin, tributaries and 
important projects. 

2. Article 262. 
3. Key Provisions of the Inter-State River 

Water Disputes Act, 1956. 

4. Overview of Cauvery-Vellaru-Vaigai-Gundar 
river linking project. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2I8APMJ4.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. Motion of thanks to President’s Address: 
Context: 
As many as 50 speakers from 25 political parties participated in the debate in Rajya Sabha on the Motion of 
Thanks lasting over three days. 
 
What is “Motion of Thanks” and what it contains? 
The President makes an address to a joint sitting of Parliament at the start of the Budget session, which is 
prepared by the government and lists its achievements. 
The address is followed by a motion of thanks moved in each House by ruling party MPs. During the session, 
political parties discuss the motion of thanks also suggesting amendments. 
 
Amendments to the “Motion of Thanks”: 

● Notices of amendments to Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address can be tabled after the 
President has delivered his Address. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well as to matters, in the opinion of the 
member, the Address has failed to mention. 

● Amendments can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form as may be considered appropriate by 
the Speaker. 

 
Limitations: 
The only limitations are that members cannot refer to matters which are not the direct responsibility of the 
Central Government and that the name of the President cannot be brought in during the debate since the 
Government and not the President is responsible for the contents of the Address. 
 
Provisions governing them: 
President’s Address and Motion of Thanks are governed by Articles 86 (1) and 87 (1) of the Constitution and 
Rules 16 to 24 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 
 
Its passage: 

● Members of Parliament vote on this motion of thanks. This motion must be passed in both of the 
houses. 

● A failure to get motion of thanks passed amounts to defeat of government and leads to collapse of 
government. This is why the Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Motion of Thanks? 
2. Amendments. 
3. Its passage. 
4. Provisions governing them. 

 

Mains Link: 
What is Motion of Thanks? Discuss its significance. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GNT88NR32.1&imageview=0. 

2. Breach of Privilege: 
Context: 
BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary has issued a breach of privilege notice against Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra in 
the Lok Sabha for her remarks against a former Chief Justice of India. 
 
What's the issue? 
While speaking on the Motion of Thanks on the President’s address, she has cast some aspersions with respect 
to the conduct of a judge. So the question is whether the conduct of a judge can be discussed on the floor of 
the House or not. 
(Article 121 of the Constitution does not allow allegations to be levelled against a sitting or former judge). 
 
What are privileges? 
Parliamentary privilege refers to the right and immunity enjoyed by legislatures, in which legislators are 
granted protection against civil or criminal liability for actions done or statements made in the course of their 
legislative duties. 
 
Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privileges of the legislature? 
The powers, privileges and immunities of either House of the Indian Parliament and of its Members and 
committees are laid down in Article 105 of the Constitution. 

● Similarly, Article 194 deals with the powers, privileges and immunities of the State Legislatures, their 
Members and their committees. 

 
What constitutes a breach of this privilege? 
There are no clear, notified rules to decide what constitutes a breach of privilege, and the punishment it 
attracts. 
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● Generally, any act that obstructs or impedes either House of the state legislature in performing its 
functions, or which obstructs or impedes any Member or officer of such House in the discharge of his 
duty, or has a tendency, directly or indirectly, to produce such results is treated as breach of privilege. 

● It is also a breach of privilege and contempt of the House to make speeches or to print or publish libel 
reflecting on the character or proceedings of the House, or its Committees, or on any member of the 
House for or relating to his character or conduct as a legislator. 

 
What is the procedure to be followed in cases of alleged breach of the legislature’s privilege? 

● The Legislative Assembly Speaker or Legislative Council Chairman constitutes a Privileges Committee. 
● The members to the committee are nominated based on the party strength in the Houses. 
● Speaker or Chairman first decides on the motions. 
● If the privilege and contempt are found prima facie, then the Speaker or Chairman will forward it to the 

Privileges Committee by following the due procedure. 
● The Committee will examine whether statements made by him had insulted the state legislature and 

its Members, and whether their image was maligned before the public. 
● The Committee, which has quasi-judicial powers, will seek an explanation from all the concerned, will 

conduct an inquiry and will make a recommendation based on the findings to the state legislature for 
its consideration. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privileges of the legislature? 
2. What is the procedure to be followed in cases of alleged breach of the legislature’s privilege? 
3. Composition and functions of Privileges Committees in Parliament and State Legislatures. 
4. What is the punishment for an individual who is found guilty of breaching the legislature’s privilege? 
5. Can the Courts intervene in matters involving breach of privileges of state legislatures? 
6. How is the independence of the Indian Judiciary protected under the Constitution? 

 
Mains Link: 
What do you understand by legislative privileges? Discuss the problem of legislative privileges as seen in India 
time to time. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GI288VKKF.1&imageview=0. 
 

3. Disqualification of 7 Nagaland MLAs: 
Context: 
The Kohima Bench of the Gauhati High Court has dismissed two interlocutory applications filed by the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) that sought to keep seven of its suspended MLAs off the 60-member Nagaland Assembly. 
 
Background: 
The applications were dismissed pending a final verdict on a plea by the seven MLAs challenging the 
maintainability of a writ petition relating to their disqualification. 
 
What’s the issue? 

● On April 24, 2019, the NPF filed disqualification petitions against its seven suspended MLAs for 
“wilfully” defying its collective decision to support the Congress candidate in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

● NPF claimed the seven MLAs had willfully given up their party membership, thereby attracting 
provisions under the 10th Schedule (anti-defection law) of the Constitution. 

● These MLAs, however, said as the NPF’s decision to support the Congress candidate was “against the 
principle of regionalism”, they said they had backed the other candidate. The NPF had not contested 
the polls. 
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What is the anti-defection law? 
The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. 

● It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the 
Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 

● The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or 
the Speaker of such House, and his decision is final. 

 
Disqualification: 
If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

1. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 
2. Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if 

the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or 
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

3. If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 
4. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

 
Exceptions under the law: 
Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 

1. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger. 

2. In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original 
party will face disqualification. 

 
Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review: 
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This condition 
was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1992, thereby allowing appeals against the Presiding Officer’s 
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention 
until the Presiding Officer gives his order. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Names of various committees and 
commissions with regard to Anti Defection 
law. 

2. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial 
review. 

3. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
4. Is anti- defection law applicable to the 

presiding officer? 

5. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 
 
Mains Link: 
Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has 
this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GEN8977SU.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. The doctrine of Separation of powers: 
Context: 
Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad recently told the Lok Sabha that just as independence of the judiciary is a 
part of the basic structure of the Constitution, the principle of separation of powers is also a part of that basic 
structure. He asserted that governance and lawmaking should be left to the elected members of the 
legislature. 

● He also urged the judiciary to exercise its discretion in accepting public interest litigations. 
 
What's the issue? 
There has been a “rush to file PILs on almost every issue” nowadays. 
 
What is the doctrine of Separation of Power? 
It refers to the model of governance where the executive, legislative and judicial powers are not concentrated 
in one body but instead divided into different branches. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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● It is not explicitly mentioned in the constitution. 
 
Articles in the Constitution facilitating Separation of Powers are as follows: 

1. Article 50: State shall take steps to separate the judiciary from the executive. This is for the purpose of 
ensuring the independence of the judiciary. 

2. Article 122 and 212: Validity of proceedings in Parliament and the Legislatures cannot be called into 
question in any Court. Also, Legislators enjoy certain privileges with regard to speech and anything said 
in the Parliament cannot be used against them. 

3. Judicial conduct of a Judge of the Supreme Court and the High Court cannot be discussed in the 
Parliament and the State Legislature, according to Article 121 and 211 of the Constitution. 

4. Articles 53 and 154 respectively, provide that the executive power of the Union and the State shall be 
vested with the President and the Governor and they enjoy immunity from civil and criminal liability. 

5. Article 361: The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for the exercise and 
performance of the powers and duties of his office. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a PIL? 
2. Who can file? 
3. Powers of Supreme Court vs High Court wrt 

to PILs. 

4. Articles in the Constitution facilitating 
Separation of Powers are as follows. 

 
Mains Link: 
What is the doctrine of Separation of Power? 
Discuss how it is followed under the Indian 
Constitution. 

 

5. Leader of the Opposition: 
Context: 
Senior Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge is all set to become the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, 
as incumbent Ghulam Nabi Azad’s term ends on February 15. 
 
Who is the Leader of Opposition? 

● The LOP is leader of the largest party that has not less than one-tenth of the total strength of the 
house. 

● It is a statutory post defined in the Salaries and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 
1977. 

 
Significance of the office: 

● LoP is referred to as the ‘shadow Prime Minister’. 
● She/he is expected to be ready to take over if the government falls. 
● The LoP also plays an important role in bringing cohesiveness and effectiveness to the opposition’s 

functioning in policy and legislative work. 
● LoP plays a crucial role in bringing bipartisanship and neutrality to the appointments in institutions of 

accountability and transparency – CVC, CBI, CIC, Lokpal etc. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Leader of Opposition? 
2. Eligibility. 
3. Powers and functions. 

 
Mains Link: 

What is the significance of Leader of opposition in 
Indian Polity? Explain in what way an effective 
opposition is crucial to an effective democracy? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G61897C4E.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and 
Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their 
role in the Polity. 

1. HC rejects SEC order restraining Minister: 
Context: 
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Andhra Pradesh State Election Commissioner (SEC) had ordered that Panchayat Raj & Rural Development 
Minister Peddireddy Ramachandra Reddy be confined to his residence till February 21 to prevent him from 
vitiating the process of gram panchayat elections. 

● However, this order has been struck down by the High Court. 
● The Minister has argued in the court that the impugned action was beyond the jurisdiction of the SEC 

and in violation of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution. 
 
Powers of the State Election Commissioner in this regard: 
The SEC, in its order, said it was invoking its plenary powers under Article 243K of the Constitution and 
directing the DGP to “confine” the Minister to his residential premises until the completion of the local/gram 
panchayat elections. 
 
About the State Election Commission: 
The Constitution of India vests in the State Election Commission, consisting of a State Election Commissioner, 
the superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls for, and the conduct of all 
elections to the Panchayats and the Municipalities (Articles 243K, 243ZA). 
The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the Governor. 

● As per article 243(C3) the Governor, when so requested by the State Election Commission, make 
available to the State Election Commission such staff as may be necessary for the discharge of the 
functions conferred on the SEC. 

 
The ECI and SECs have a similar mandate; do they also have similar powers? 
The provisions of Article 243K of the Constitution, which provides for setting up of SECs, are almost identical to 
those of Article 324 related to the EC. In other words, the SECs enjoy the same status as the EC. 

● In Kishan Singh Tomar vs Municipal Corporation of the City of Ahmedabad case, the Supreme Court 
directed that state governments should abide by orders of the SECs during the conduct of the 
panchayat and municipal elections, just like they follow the instructions of the EC during Assembly and 
Parliament polls. 

 
How far can courts intervene? 
Courts cannot interfere in the conduct of polls to local bodies and self-government institutions once the 
electoral process has been set in motion. 
Article 243-O of the Constitution bars interference in poll matters set in motion by the SECs; Article 329 bars 
interference in such matters set in motion by the EC. 

● Only after the polls are over can the SECs’ decisions or conduct be questioned through an election 
petition. 

● These powers enjoyed by the SECs are the same as those by the EC. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Article 243 vs 324, similarities and differences in powers of state election commissions vs Election 
Commission of India. 

2. Appeals against decisions of Election Commissions. 
3. Elections to Parliament and state legislatures vs Local Bodies. 
4. Difference between powers of Election Commission of India vs State Election Commission. 

 
Mains Link: 
Are the State Election Commissions in India as independent as the Election Commission of India? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GK388K3AK.1&imageview=0. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

1. Registration of political parties: 
Context: 
As per Association For Democratic Reforms (ADR)'s latest report: 

1. The contribution reports of only 78 (3.39%) of the total 2,301 registered unrecognised political parties 
are available in the public domain for 2018-19. 

2. The reports of only 82 such parties (3.56%) for 2017-18 are uploaded on the respective State Chief 
Electoral Officers’ websites. 

3. The number of these parties increased two-fold in the last 10 years, from 1,112 in 2010 to 2,301 in 
2019. 

 
What are unrecognised political parties? 
Either newly registered parties or those which have not secured enough percentage of votes in Assembly or 
General Elections to become a State party or those which have never contested in elections since being 
registered are considered unrecognised parties. Such parties don’t enjoy all the benefits extended to the 
recognised parties. 
 
Unrecognised political parties in India: 
There are 2,360 political parties registered with the Election Commission of India and 2,301 or 97.50% of them 
are unrecognised. 
 
Registration of political parties: 
Registration of Political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951. 

● A party seeking registration under the said Section with the Election Commission has to submit an 
application to the Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation as per 
guidelines prescribed by the Election Commission of India in exercise of the powers conferred by 
Article 324 of the Commission of India and Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 
1951. 

 
To be eligible for a ‘National Political Party of India: 

1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in any four or more states, at a general election 
to the House of the People or, to the State Legislative Assembly. 

2. In addition, it wins at least four seats in the House of the People from any State or States. 
3. It wins at least two percent seats in the House of the People (i.e., 11 seats in the existing House having 

543 members), and these members are elected from at least three different States. 
 
To be eligible for a ‘State Political Party: 

1. It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in the State at a general election, either to the 
House of the People or to the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned 

2. In addition, it wins at least two seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned. 
3. It wins at least three percent (3%) of the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State, 

or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more. 
 
Benefits: 

1. If a party is recognised as a State Party’, it is entitled for exclusive allotment of its reserved symbol to 
the candidates set up by it in the State in which it is so recognised, and if a party is recognised as a 
`National Party’ it is entitled for exclusive allotment of its reserved symbol to the candidates set up by 
it throughout India. 

2. Recognised `State’ and `National’ parties need only one proposer for filing the nomination and are 
also entitled for two sets of electoral rolls free of cost at the time of revision of rolls and their 
candidates get one copy of electoral roll free of cost during General Elections. 

3. They also get broadcast/telecast facilities over Akashvani/Doordarshan during general elections. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       27  InsightsIAS 

4. The travel expenses of star campaigners are not to be accounted for in the election expense accounts 
of candidates of their party. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Registration of Political Parties. 
2. Recognised vs Unrecognised political 

parties. 
3. State vs National parties. 
4. Benefits for recognised political parties. 

5. Who is a star campaigner? 
6. Article 324 of the Indian Constitution. 
7. Section 29A of RPA 1951. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7288DSQ7.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. No postal ballots for NRIs this time: ECI: 
Context: 
The Election Commission has said that postal ballots facility would not be extended to NRIs for the upcoming 
elections to the Assam, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and West Bengal Assemblies. 
 
Background: 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) had written to the Law Ministry on November 27, 2020 with the 
proposal of extending postal ballots to overseas electors. 
EC's note was further referred to the Ministry of External Affairs. The MEA was of the opinion that a wider 
meeting of stakeholders should be held. 
 
How the Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System works? 

1. Under ETPBS, postal ballot is sent electronically to a service voter. 
2. The voter downloads it and uses a specific envelope to return it to the returning officer of his 

constituency. 
3. The postal ballot should reach the returning officer by 8 am on the day of the counting. Counting of 

votes begin with counting of postal ballots at 8 am. 
 
Amendments: 
To extend the voting facility to overseas voters, Government needs to only amend the Conduct of Election 
Rules 1961, and doesn’t require Parliament’s nod. 
 
What is the current process of voting for Indian citizens living abroad? 

● Voting rights for NRIs were introduced only in 2011, through an amendment to the Representation of 
the People Act 1950. 

● An NRI can vote in the constituency in which her place of residence, as mentioned in the passport, is 
located. 

● She can only vote in person and will have to produce her passport in original at the polling station for 
establishing identity. 

 
What is current strength of NRI voters? 
According to a UN report of 2015, India’s diaspora population is the largest in the world at 16 million people. 
 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Postal ballot? 
2. Who can cast their votes through postal 

ballot? 
3. How do NRIs cast their votes? 

 

Mains Link: 
Should NRIs be permitted to cast their votes from 
overseas through postal ballots? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMT8APF1N.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies. 

1. Lokpal panel minutes need not be disclosed: 
Context: 
The Centre has refused to disclose the minutes of the Lokpal selection committee’s meetings, and its decision 
has now been upheld by the Central Information Commission (CIC). 

● The Centre has invoked the exemption clause in Section 8(1)(e) of the RTI Act in its defence. 
 
Selection Committee: 
The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection Committee. 
The selection committee is composed of 

● the Prime Minister who is the Chairperson; 
● Speaker of Lok Sabha, 
● Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, 
● Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him/her and 
● One eminent jurist 

The 2016 amendment enables the leader of the single largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha to be a 
member of the selection committee in the absence of a recognized Leader of Opposition. 
 
Highlights of the Lokpal Act of 2013: 

1. The Act allows setting up of anti-corruption ombudsman called Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukta at 
the State-level. 

2. The Lokpal will consist of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members. 
3. The Lokpal will cover all categories of public servants, including the Prime Minister. But the armed 

forces do not come under the ambit of Lokpal. 
4. The Act also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired by corrupt 

means, even while the prosecution is pending. 
5. The States will have to institute Lokayukta within one year of the commencement of the Act. 
6. The Act also ensures that public servants who act as whistleblowers are protected. 

 
Powers: 

1. The Lokpal will have the power of superintendence and direction over any investigation agency 
including CBI for cases referred to them by the ombudsman. 

2. As per the Act, the Lokpal can summon or question any public servant if there exists a prima facie case 
against the person, even before an investigation agency (such as vigilance or CBI) has begun the probe. 
Any officer of the CBI investigating a case referred to it by the Lokpal, shall not be transferred without 
the approval of the Lokpal. 

3. An investigation must be completed within six months. However, the Lokpal or Lokayukta may allow 
extensions of six months at a time provided the reasons for the need of such extensions are given in 
writing. 

4. Special courts will be instituted to conduct trials on cases referred by Lokpal. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Lokpal. 
2. Powers. 
3. Functions. 
4. Selection. 
5. Overview of the Lokpal Act of 2013. 

 

Mains Link: 
Comment on the changes made to Lokpal Act and 
its delay in operationalisation. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GU388R7J0.1&imageview=0.

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU388R7J0.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GU388R7J0.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       29  InsightsIAS 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. 14 new minor forest produce items included under MSP scheme: 
Context: 
The government has decided to include 14 new minor forest produce items under the mechanism for 
marketing of minor forest produce through a minimum support price scheme. 

● Newly included items are Tasar Cocoon, elephant apple dry, bamboo shoot, malkangani seed and wild 
dry mushroom among others. 

 
About the Scheme: 
The Central government had introduced a minimum support price for a selected list of minor produce items 
through mechanism for marketing of Minor Forest Produce through Minimum Support price and development 
of Value Chain of MFP Scheme in 2011. 

● It aims to provide a social safety net to these underprivileged forest dwellers, and to aid in their 
empowerment. 

 
Implementation: 

1. The responsibility of purchasing MFP on MSP will be with State designated agencies. 
2. To ascertain market price, services of market correspondents would be availed by the designated 

agencies particularly for major markets trading in MFP. 
3. The scheme supports primary value addition as well as provides for supply chain infrastructure like cold 

storage, warehouses etc. 
4. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will be the nodal Ministry for implementation and monitoring of the 

scheme. The Minimum Support Price would be determined by the Ministry with technical help of 
TRIFED. 

 
What is MFP? 

● Section 2(i) of the Forest Rights Act defines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as all non-timber forest 
produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, 
tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants etc. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who decides about Products to be covered under MFP? 
2. How many products are currently covered under MFP? 
3. Permission for collection of MFPs inside National Parks and other protected areas? 
4. Centrally sponsored vs Central Sector schemes. 
5. Who decides on MSP? 

 
Mains Link: 
Recognition of tribal rights over non-timber forest products (NTFPs) would accelerate empowerment of the 
poor and marginalised. Comment. 
 

2. Arbitration & Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2021: 
Context: 
Lok Sabha Passes Arbitration & Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 

● It is already in force by way of an Ordinance promulgated on 4th November, 2020. 
 
Highlights of the Bill: 

1. It seeks to amend the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 so as to (i) enable automatic stay on 
awards in certain cases and (ii) specify by regulations the qualifications, experience and norms for 
accreditation of arbitrators. 

2. Seeks to ensure that stakeholder parties can seek an unconditional stay on enforcement of arbitral 
awards in cases where the “arbitration agreement or contract is induced by fraud or corruption.” 
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3. Also does away with the 8th Schedule of the Act that contained the necessary qualifications for 
accreditation of arbitrators. 

4. Added a proviso in Section 36 of the Arbitration Act and will come into effect retrospectively from 
October 23, 2015. As per this amendment, if the Court is satisfied that a prima facie case is made out 
that the arbitration agreement or contract which is the basis of the award was induced or effected by 
fraud or corruption, it will stay the award unconditionally pending disposal of the challenge made to 
the award under Section 34. 

 
Issues raised with respect to proposed amendment to Section 36 of the Act: 

1. It is very easy for the losing party to allege corruption and obtain an automatic stay on enforcement of 
the arbitral award. Thereafter, the parties will have to wait for enforcement till final disposal by the 
Court. This defeats the very objective of alternate dispute mechanism by drawing parties to Courts 
and making them prone to prolonged litigation. 

2. Legislation does not define Fraud/ Corruption. 
3. Retrospective application of Amendment Act (from 2015) with respect to automatic stay may open 

floodgates of litigation. 
4. Amendment will affect enforcement of contracts and ultimately affect ease of doing business in India. 

 
Background: 
Until recently, an arbitration award was enforceable even if an appeal was filed against it in the court under 
Section 36 of the law. The court, however, could grant a stay on the award on conditions as it deemed fit. 
 
What is Arbitration? 
Arbitration is an alternative dispute resolution (ADR) procedure in which a dispute is submitted, by agreement 
of the parties, to one or more arbitrators who make a binding decision on the dispute. In choosing arbitration, 
the parties opt for a private dispute resolution procedure instead of going to court. 
 
What is Conciliation? 
Conciliation is also an alternative dispute resolution instrument where parties seek to reach an amicable 
dispute settlement with the assistance of the conciliator, who acts as a neutral third party.  is a voluntary 
proceeding, where the parties involved are free to agree and attempt to resolve their dispute by conciliation. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Arbitration? 
2. Recent Amendments. 
3. About the International Court of 

Arbitration. 
4. About the Arbitration Council of India. 
5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996 

Act. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the Arbitration and 
Conciliation (Amendment) Act. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G61897C48.1&imageview=0. 

 

3. Geospatial data policy liberalised: 
Context: 
The Ministry of Science and Technology has released new guidelines for the Geo-spatial sector in India, which 
deregulates existing protocol and liberalises the sector to a more competitive field. 
 
Under the new guidelines: 

● The sector will be deregulated and aspects such as prior approvals for surveying, mapping and building 
applications based on that have been done away with. 

● For Indian entities, there will be complete deregulation with no prior approvals, security clearances and 
licences for the acquisition and production of geospatial data and geospatial data services, including 
maps. 
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Benefits: 
● It will help boost innovation in the sector and create a level playing field for public and private entities. 
● The easing of norms will greatly help in several sectors that were suffering because of non-availability 

of high-quality maps. 
● The move will unlock tremendous opportunities for the country’s start-ups, private sector, public 

sector, and research institutions, to drive innovations and build scalable solutions. 
● It will also generate employment and accelerate economic growth. 
● India’s farmers will also be benefited by leveraging the potential of geospatial and remote sensing data. 
● The deregulation eliminates the requirement of permissions as well as scrutiny, even for security 

concerns. 
 
What is geo-spatial data? 

1. Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that have a location on the surface of the 
earth. 

2. The location may be static in the short-term, like the location of a road, an earthquake event or 
dynamic like a moving vehicle or pedestrian, the spread of an infectious disease. 

3. Geospatial data combines location information, attribute information (the characteristics of the object, 
event, or phenomena concerned), and often also temporal information or the time at which the 
location and attributes exist. 

 
Applications: 

1. Geo-spatial data usually involves information of public interest such as roads, localities, rail lines, water 
bodies, and public amenities. 

2. The past decade has seen an increase in the use of geo-spatial data in daily life with various apps such 
as food delivery apps like Swiggy or Zomato, e-commerce like Amazon or even weather apps. 

 
What is the present policy on geo-spatial data? 

● There are strict restrictions on the collection, storage, use, sale, dissemination of geo-spatial data and 
mapping under the current regime. 

● The policy had not been renewed in decades and has been driven by internal as well as external 
security concerns. 

The sector so far is dominated by the Indian government as well as government-run agencies such as the 
Survey of India and private companies need to navigate a system of permissions from different departments of 
the government (depending on the kind of data to be created) as well as the defence and Home Ministries, to 
be able to collect, create or disseminate geo-spatial data. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is geo- spatial data? 
2. Applications. 
3. Policy on geo- spatial data. 
4. Recent changes. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the applications of geo- spatial data. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM389HGU9.1&imageview=0. 

4. More financial powers for senior officers: 
Context: 
The Cabinet has approved enhanced delegation of financial powers for capital procurement to senior officers 
below the rank of Vice-Chief of armed forces. 
 
Significance: 
The delegation of power will help in the modernization of Armed forces. 
 
DAP 2020: 
It was unveiled in September 2020. 

● The new policy superseded the Defence Procurement Procedure of 2016 from October 1, 2020. 
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● The DAP contains policies and procedures for procurement and acquisition from the capital budget of 
the MoD in order to modernise the Armed Forces including the Coast Guard. 

 
Highlights of the new policy: 

1. Reservations for Indigenous firms: 
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms. 
DAP 2020 defines an “Indian vendor” as a company that is owned and controlled by resident Indian citizens, 
with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent. 
 

2. New Buy (Global–Manufacture in India) category: 
This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of the overall contract value of a foreign purchase bought 
with the intention of subsequently building it in India with technology transfer. 
 

3. Greater indigenous content: 
It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including equipment 
manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 stipulates 10 per cent higher 
indigenisation than DPP 2016. 
 

4. Import embargo list: 
The “import embargo list” of 101 items that the government had promulgated has been specifically 
incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo is a government order that restricts commerce with a specified 
country or the exchange of specific goods.) 
 

5. Offset liability: 
The government has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement of defence equipment if the deal is 
done through inter-government agreement (IGA), government-to-government or an ab initio single vendor. 

● The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a part of the contract value in India. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is offset liability? 
2. What is Base Control Price? 
3. Is DAP 2020 applicable for Coast Guard? 
4. Dhirendra Singh committee was 

constituted for? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the policy. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3789P0DL.1&imageview=0. 

 

5. Amendments to Juvenile Justice Act: 
Context: 
The Union Cabinet has approved a slew of amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015. 
 
The latest amendments: 

1. Empower the District Magistrates (DM) to issue adoption orders as well as monitor the implementation 
of the law. 

2. Empower the DMs and the additional DMs to monitor the functioning of agencies responsible for 
implementing the JJ Act. 

3. The District Child Protection Units will function under the DMs. 
4. Before someone sets up a shelter home for children and sends their proposal for registration under the 

JJ Act to the State, a DM will have to assess their capacity and conduct a background check. 
5. A DM could also independently evaluate the functioning of the Child Welfare Committee, Special 

Juvenile Protection Units and registered childcare institutes. 
 
About JJ Act: 

1. Replaced the 2000 act- the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 
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2. Aim: To Comprehensively address children in conflict with law and children in need of care and 
protection. 

3. It mandates setting up Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare Committees in every district. Both 
must have at least one-woman member each. 

4. Also, the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) was granted the status of a statutory body to 
enable it to perform its function more effectively. 

5. The Act included several new offences committed against children (like, illegal adoptions, use of child 
by militant groups, offences against disabled children, etc) which are not adequately covered under any 
other law. 

6. All Child Care Institutions, whether run by State Government or by voluntary or non-governmental 
organisations are to be mandatorily registered under the Act within 6 months from the date of 
commencement of the Act. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3789P4UO.1&imageview=0. 
 

6. No role in Tamil Nadu govt.’s quota decisions, Centre tells SC: 
Context: 
The Centre has told the Supreme Court that it has no role in the choices made by the Tamil Nadu government 
with regard to the provision of reservation for specific castes or communities in State government jobs and 
admissions. 
 
What's the issue? 
The Centre was responding to a petition challenging the constitutionality of the Tamil Nadu Backward Classes, 
SC & ST(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutions and of Appointments or Posts in the Services under 
the State) Act of 1993, which provides 69% reservation in the State. 

● The petitioner contended that the Tamil Nadu Legislature acted “outside its competence”. 
● TN has identified and classified socially and educationally backward classes (SEBCs), that too far in 

excess of the 50% limit on quota laid down by a nine-judge Bench of the SC in its judgment in the Indira 
Sawhney case. 

 
Centre's stand: 

● Inclusion or exclusion of any caste/community in the State List of SEBCs is the subject matter of the 
State government, and the Government of India has no role in the matter. 

● It referred to the Constitution (One hundred and second Amendment) Act of 2018, which details the 
difference in the procedure for inclusion or exclusion of castes and communities in the State List for 
SEBCs and the Central List. 

● The power to identify and specify SEBCs lies with Parliament only with reference to the Central List. 
● Under the newly-inserted Article 342A of the Constitution (One hundred and second Amendment) 

Act of 2018, the President notifies the SEBCs in a State after consultation with the Governor. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional provisions wrt to 
Reservations. 

2. Overview of articles 32, 226, 14, 15 and 16. 
3. Overview of the Seventh Schedule of the 

Indian Constitution. 
4. What are writs? 
5. Difference in powers of SC and HC wrt writ 

jurisdictions. 
6. Indra Sawhney case verdict. 

7. Who can empower any other court to issue 
writs? 

 
 
Mains Link : Reservation is not a fundamental right. 
Discuss in the light of recent verdict of the Supreme 
Court. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3789P57U.1&imageview=0. 
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7. One Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme: 
Context: 
The review of One Rank One Pension (OROP) has been pending since June 2020. The issue was discussed during 
the recent parliamentary panel meet. 
 
Background: 
There are certain ‘loopholes’ which 
need to be fixed in the scheme. A 
committee has been constituted to 
look into the issue by the Defence 
Ministry to work out the modalities of 
the revision but no announcement has 
been made on when the revision 
would be undertaken. 
 
What is OROP? 

● OROP implies uniform pension 
to personal based on rank and 
length of service, irrespective 
of the date of retirement. 

● The Government had implemented the long pending demand of veterans in November 2015 and as per 
the notification, it is to be revised every five years. 

● Armed Forces Personnel who had retired till 30th june 2014 are covered under it. 
● The implementation of the scheme was based on recommendation of the Koshiyari committee. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is OROP? 
2. Benefits. 
3. Eligibility. 

 
 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of OROP 
Scheme. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G4V8A0G9N.1&imageview=0. 
 

8. SC refuses petition against M.P. ordinance: 
Context: 
The Supreme Court has declined to entertain a petition challenging the validity of the controversial Madhya 
Pradesh ordinance regulating religious conversions through inter-faith marriages. Instead, it asked the 
petitioner to approach the High Court. 
 
What did the petitioner say? 
The plea said the law, which followed a similar 
ordinance made by Uttar Pradesh, infringed a person’s 
right to privacy and freedom of choice, leading to 
violations of fundamental rights under Articles 14, 
19(1)(a) and 21 of the Constitution. Similar law is in 
force in Uttarakhand. 
 
Key Provisions of the Madhya Pradesh Dharmik 
Swatantrata (Freedom of Religion) Bill 2020: 

1. Seeks to regulate inter-faith marriages in the 
state. 

2. Exempts reconversion to parental religion from 
its purview. 

3. Jail term of up to 10 years and a fine of ₹1 lakh for “conversion through marriage or other forcible 
means”. 
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4. Seeks to prohibit religious conversions or an attempt of conversion by means of misrepresentation, 
allurement, threat, undue influence, coercion, marriage, and any other fraudulent means. 

5. The conspiracy and (the act of) abetting a person for conversion has also been prohibited. 
6. Forceful conversions and marriages will be a cognizable offence and be non-bailable. 

 
Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion: 

● The Apex Court of India in its several judgements has held that the state and the courts have no 
jurisdiction over an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner. 

● The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that 
religious conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some 
legal benefit do not hold water. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Article 21. 
2. Article 25. 
3. What has the Allahabad High Court said in 

Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case. 
 
 

Mains Link: The right to choose a partner or live 
with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s 
fundamental right to life and liberty. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G4V8A0G9V.1&imageview=0.

9. U.P. Assembly passes Bill on conversion amid protests: 
Context: 
Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Bill, 
2021. 

● The Bill seeks to replace the ordinance promulgated in November last year that seeks to curb religious 
conversions carried out by fraudulent or any other undue means. 

 
Key Provisions: 

1. It makes religious conversion for marriage a non-bailable offence. 
2. The onus will be on the defendant to prove that conversion was not for marriage. 
3. The notice period to the district magistrate for the religious conversion is two months. 
4. In case of conversion done by a woman for the sole purpose of marriage, the marriage would be 

declared null and void. 
 
Penalties: 

1. Violation of the provisions of the law would invite a jail term of not less than one year extendable to 
five years with a fine of ₹15,000. 

2. If a minor woman or a woman from the Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribes communities was 
converted through the said unlawful means, the jail term would be a minimum of three years and 
could be extended to 10 years with a fine of ₹25,000. 

3. The Bill also lays down strict action, including cancellation of registration of social organisations 
conducting mass conversions. 

 
Why this has become a controversial law? 
The ordinance, passed in November 2020, comes days after the Allahabad high court said in a verdict (Salamat 
Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case) that the right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a 
citizen’s fundamental right to life and liberty. 

● The verdict also said earlier court rulings that ‘religious conversion for marriage was unacceptable’ 
was not good in law. 

 
What critics say? 
The law has come under sharp criticism from several legal scholars who had contended that the concept of 
'love jihad' did not have any constitutional or legal basis. 
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● They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution which guarantees individuals the right to marry a 
person of one's choice. 

● Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice and conversion of religion of one's choice 
including not following any religion, are also guaranteed. 

 
What are the Concerns associated? What are the challenges ahead? 
The true danger with this new so-called ‘love jihad’ law lies in its ambiguity. 

● The law employs the use of open-textured phrases such as “undue influence”, “allurement” and 
“coercion”. 

● Indeed, even the question of whether a religious conversion is truly conducted solely for the purpose 
of a marriage is inherently vague. 

● It is in the subjective assessment and appreciation of these tenuous phrases that the real peril lies – 
this is a matter left entirely to the discretion of the judge. 

 
Views of the Supreme Court: 
The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that religious 
conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some legal benefit do 
not hold water. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Article 21. 
2. Article 25. 
3. What has the Allahabad High Court said in 

Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case. 
 

Mains Link : The right to choose a partner or live 
with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s 
fundamental right to life and liberty. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G1D8AH9BD.1&imageview=0.

 
Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. One District One Product Scheme: 
Context: 
To support the production of horticultural items under the “One District One Product (ODOP)” scheme and 
provide better nutrition to school children, the Uttar Pradesh government may introduce Sunahri Kand, also 
known as orange-fleshed sweet potatoes, in the hot-cooked food scheme of Anganwadis and the mid-day 
meal scheme in primary schools. 
 
Background: 

● Under the initial phase of the ODOP programme, 106 Products have been identified from 103 districts 
across 27 States. 

● State Export Promotion Committee (SPEC) and District Export Promotion Committee (DEPC) have been 
constituted in all states and districts of India, except districts of the state of West Bengal. 

 
About the Scheme: 
First started by the Uttar Pradesh government. 

● ODOP is aimed at giving a major push to traditional industries synonymous with the respective districts 
of the state. 

● The objective of the ODOP is to optimise production, productivity and income, preservation and 
development of local crafts, promotion of art, improvement in product quality and skill development. 

 
Background: 
ODOP is basically a Japanese business development concept, which gained prominence in 1979. It is aimed at 
promoting a competitive and staple product from a specific area to push sales and improve the standard of 
living of the local population. Over time, it has been replicated in other Asian countries as well. 
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The main objectives of the One District One Product Scheme of Uttar Pradesh are as follows: 
1. Preservation and development of local crafts / skills and promotion of the art. 
2. Increase in the incomes and local employment (resulting in decline in migration for employment). 
3. Improvement in product quality and skill development. 
4. Transforming the products in an artistic way (through packaging, branding). 
5. To connect the production with tourism (Live demo and sales outlet – gifts and souvenir). 
6. To resolve the issues of economic difference and regional imbalance. 
7. To take the concept of ODOP to national and international level after successful implementation at 

State level. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Scheme. 
2. First started by? 
3. What is Sunahri Kand? 

4. Important GI tag products from various 
states. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the objectives and significance of the 
scheme. 

 

2. Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana: 
Context: 
Employee’s State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has decided that in cases where the employer has shown "Zero" 
contribution in respect of an employee for some months before exiting him from the system, the relief under 
ABVKY for such period of "Zero" contribution, shall also be allowed. 
 
What's the issue? 

● It was brought to the notice of ESIC that in some cases employers have struck off their employees from 
the rolls few months after actually terminating them from service. 

● During this period, ESI contribution was also not filed by the employers for these employees in the 
system. 

● As the relief under Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana is available only in case of unemployment of the 
Insured Persons, such employees though terminated from service became ineligible for relief under 
this scheme. 

 
About the scheme: 

● It is a welfare measure being implemented by 
the Employee's State Insurance (ESI) 
Corporation. 

● It offers cash compensation to insured persons 
when they are rendered unemployed. 

● The Scheme was introduced in 2018. 
 
In 2020, eligibility criteria for availing the relief were 
relaxed, as under: 

1. The payment of relief has been enhanced to 
50% of average of wages from earlier 25% of 
average wages payable upto maximum 90 days 
of unemployment. 

2. Instead of the relief becoming payable 90 days 
after unemployment, it shall become due for 
payment after 30 days. 

3. The Insured Person can submit the claim 
directly to ESIC Branch Office instead of the 
claim being forwarded by the last employer and the payment shall be made directly in the bank 
account of IP. 

4. The Insured Person should have been insurable employment for a minimum period of 2 years before 
his/her unemployment and should have contributed for not les than 78 days in the contribution period 
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immediately preceding to unemployment and minimum 78 days in one of the remaining 3 contribution 
periods in 02 years prior to unemployment. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the scheme. 
2. Objectives. 
3. Eligibility. 
4. Benefits. 

5. About ESIC. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the objectives and significance of the 
scheme. 

 

3. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: 
Context: 
The scheme has crossed 1.75 crore eligible women till 
financial year 2020. 
 
About PMMVY: 
It is a Maternity Benefit Programme that is 
implemented in all the districts of the country in 
accordance with the provision of the National Food 
Security Act, 2013. 

● Under PMMVY, pregnant women and 
lactating mothers (PW&LM) receive ₹5,000 on 
the birth of their first child in three 
instalments, after fulfilling certain 
conditionalities. 

● It excludes those PW&LM who are in regular 
employment with the Central Government or 
the State Governments or PSUs or those who 
are in receipt of similar benefits under any law 
for the time being in force. 

● The direct benefit cash transfer is to help 
expectant mothers meet enhanced nutritional 
requirements as well as to partially 
compensate them for wage loss during their 
pregnancy. 

● The scheme was announced on December 31, 
2016. 

The eligible beneficiaries would receive the incentive given under the Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) for 
Institutional delivery and the incentive received under JSY would be accounted towards maternity benefits so 
that on an average a woman gets Rs 6000 / - . 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is PMMVY? 
2. Benefits. 
3. Eligibility. 

 

Mains Link:Discuss the significance of PMMVY. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/pmmvy-beneficiaries-cross-175-
crore/article33750096.ece/amp/. 

 

4. Elderly abuse a growing concern in India, shows LASI: 
Context: 
Longitudinal Ageing Study in India (LASI) is a national survey of scientific investigation of the health, economic, 
and social determinants and consequences of population aging in India. The report was recently released. 
 
Key findings: 
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1. At least five per cent of India’s elderly population (aged 60 years and above) stated they experienced 
ill-treatment in 2020. 

2. Bihar records highest share of elderly persons ill treated in India. 
3. Among the elderly who felt ill-treated, 77.3 per cent complained of verbal / emotional ill-treatment 

that can harm their self-worth or emotional well-being. 
4. The emotional harm that may emerge from verbal or emotional abuse encompasses torture, sorrow, 

fear, perverse emotional discomfort, loss of personal pride or sovereignty. 
5. Among those who reported as experiencing ill-treatment, the victims of physical ill-treatment were the 

highest in Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh. 
6. Elderly respondents experiencing verbal / emotional ill-treatment was the highest in the states of 

Uttarakhand. 
 
What is elderly abuse? What are the reasons for it? 
Abuse of the elderly is a growing international problem with several manifestations in different countries and 
cultures. It is a fundamental violation of human rights and leads to several health and emotional problems. 
The abuse can classified as physical, sexual, psychological or financial. 

● The ill-treatment is relatively more frequent among elderly women and those living in rural areas, 
according to the report. 

● A lot of women lose support as they lose their partners to old age. This group of people generally has 
no income source or economic activity. 

 
What needs to be done? 
The obstacle of elder abuse cannot be adequately solved if older people’s essential needs for food, shelter, 
protection and access to healthcare are not met. 

1. Good quality health care be made available and accessible to the elderly in an age-sensitive manner. 
2. Rehabilitation, community or home based disability support and end-of-life care should also be 

provided where needed, in a holistic manner, to effectively address the issue to failing health among 
the elderly. 

3. Those who are unable to generate an adequate income should be facilitated to do so. 
4. The best way to address neglect of the elderly is to counsel families, sensitise community leaders and 

address the issue at all levels in different forums, including the print and audio-visual media. 
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. STARS project to develop education: 
Context: 
Ministry of Education, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), and World Bank have signed an agreement for 
the financial support worth Rs 5718 crore towards the implementation of the Strengthening Teaching-Learning 
and Results for States (STARS) project. 
 
About the Project: 
STARS stands for Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States Program (STARS). 
STARS project would be implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Department of School 
Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education. 
It is a project to improve the quality and governance of school education in six Indian states. 

● Six states are- Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan. 
● Some 250 million students (between the age of 6 and 17) in 1.5 million schools, and over 10 million 

teachers will benefit from the program. 
 
Reform initiatives under the project include: 

1. Focusing more directly on the delivery of education services at the state, district and sub district levels 
by providing customized local-level solutions towards school improvement. 
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2. Addressing demands from stakeholders, especially parents, for greater accountability and inclusion by 
producing better data to assess the quality of learning; giving special attention to students from 
vulnerable section. 

3. Equipping teachers to manage this transformation by recognizing that teachers are central to achieving 
better learning outcomes. 

4. Investing more in developing India’s human capital needs by strengthening foundational learning for 
children in classes 1 to 3 and preparing them with the cognitive, socio-behavioural and language skills 
to meet future labour market needs. 

 
Unique components of the project: 
Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC): 
The project includes a Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC) under the National Component 
which would enable it to be more responsive to any natural, man-made and health disasters. 

● It will help the government respond to situations leading to loss of learning such as school 
closures/infrastructure damage, inadequate facilities and use technology for facilitating remote 
learning etc. 

● The CERC component would facilitate the rapid re-categorization of financing and the utilization of 
streamlined financing request procedures. 

 
PARAKH: 
A major component of the project is the establishment of PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review, and 
Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development) as a National Assessment Centre. 

● Included in the National Education Policy 2020, this autonomous institution under the Union 
Education Ministry will set norms for student assessment and evaluation for all school boards across 
the country, most of which currently follow norms set by State governments. 

● It will also guide standardised testing to monitor learning outcomes at the State and national levels, 
according to the NEP. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. States covered under the STARS project. 
2. About World Bank and its funding. 
3. Institutions of World Bank. 
4. World Bank Group. 
5. What is open data initiative? 
6. What is PARAKH? 

  

Mains Link: 
Write a note on World Bank’s STARS project. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
m/article/education/govt-world-back-sign-
agreement-worth-rs-5718-core-under-stars-
project-to-develop-education-7166670/lite/.

 

2. FSSAI Caps Trans Fatty Acids In Food: 
Context: 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has restricted the permissible amount of industrial 
Trans Fatty Acid (TFA) in food products to 2 per cent from 2022. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/education/govt-world-back-sign-agreement-worth-rs-5718-core-under-stars-project-to-develop-education-7166670/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/education/govt-world-back-sign-agreement-worth-rs-5718-core-under-stars-project-to-develop-education-7166670/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/education/govt-world-back-sign-agreement-worth-rs-5718-core-under-stars-project-to-develop-education-7166670/lite/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/education/govt-world-back-sign-agreement-worth-rs-5718-core-under-stars-project-to-develop-education-7166670/lite/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       41  InsightsIAS 

 
Background: 
In December, the FSSAI had capped 
TFAs in oils and fats to 3% by 2021, 
and 2% by 2022 from the current 
levels of 5%. 
 
Applicability: 
Food products that incorporate 
edible oils and fats as ingredients, 
including edible refined oils, 
vanaspati/partially hydrogenated 
oils, margarine, vegetable fat 
spreads, mixed fat spreads, bakery 
shortenings, fall under the ambit of 
the newly issued Regulations. 
 
What are Industrial trans fatty 
acids? 

● Trans fatty acids are created 
in an industrial process that 
adds hydrogen to liquid 
vegetable oils to make them 
more solid, increase shelf 
life of food items and for 
use as an adulterant as they are cheap. 

● They are present in baked, fried and processed foods as well as adulterated ghee which becomes solid 
at room temperature. 

● They are the most harmful form of fats as they clog arteries and cause hypertension, heart attacks and 
other cardiovascular diseases. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are trans fats? 
2. Why they are harmful? 
3. How and where they are produced? 
4. What is the permissible limit set by WHO 

and FSSAI? 
5. Replace Campaign is related to? 
6. About FSSAI. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are Trans fats? Why are they harmful? 
Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/after-oils-fssai-caps-transfats-in-
foods/article33770655.ece/amp/. 

 

3. Impact of School closure on foundational abilities of students: 
Context: 
Azim Premji University conducted a field study to assess the impact of Covid- 19 induced lockdown on 
students. 

● The study was titled ‘Loss of Learning during the Pandemic’. 
 
Key findings: 

1. Children missed out on the regular curricular learning they would have acquired had schools remained 
open. 

2. They are also ‘forgetting’ what they had learnt in previous year. 
3. On an average, 92% of students from Classes II to VI have lost at least one specific foundational ability 

in languages that they may have acquired in previous years. The corresponding figure for mathematics 
is 82%. 
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What are foundational abilities?  
Foundational abilities are those that form the basis for further learning. Some examples of foundational 
abilities include reading a paragraph with comprehension, addition and subtraction. 

● In mathematics, foundation abilities include identifying single and two-digit numbers; performing 
arithmetic operations; using basic arithmetic operations to solve problems; and reading and drawing 
inferences from data, among others. 

 
What are the challenges ahead? 
When schools reopen, teachers have to be given time to cover this deficit and be provided with other support. 
A carefully synchronised set of measures across States will be required. 
 
Suggestions: 
Eliminating vacations, extending the academic year well into 2021 and perhaps beyond depending on when 
schools open and reconfiguring the syllabus. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are foundational values? 
2. Key findings of the study. 

 

Mains Link: Discuss the impact of Covid- 19 
induced lockdown on foundational abilities of the 
students. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GI288VJMA.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. Ebola: 
Context: 
A new case of Ebola was diagnosed in Democratic Republic of Congo recently. 
 
Background: 
Following an outbreak in June 2020, the region was declared Ebola-free in November after no new cases were 
reported in more than 48 days. 
 
What you need to know about Ebola? 
Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola 
haemorrhagic fever, is a severe, often fatal illness in 
humans. 
Transmission: The virus is transmitted to people from 
wild animals and spreads in the human population 
through human-to-human transmission. 
The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. Case 
fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past 
outbreaks. 
Prevention: Community engagement is key to 
successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak 
control relies on case management, surveillance and 
contact tracing, a good laboratory service and social 
mobilisation. 
Treatment: Early supportive care with rehydration, 
symptomatic treatment improves survival. There is yet 
no licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but 
a range of blood, immunological and drug therapies are 
under development. 
 
Vaccines: 
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● An experimental Ebola vaccine, called rVSV-ZEBOV proved highly protective against EVD in a major trial 
in Guinea in 2015. 

● The rVSV-ZEBOV vaccine is being used in the ongoing 2018-2019 Ebola outbreak in DRC. Pregnant and 
breastfeeding women should have access to the vaccine under the same conditions as for the general 
population. 

● The public mistrust and militia attacks have prevented health workers from reaching some hard-hit 
areas for administering the vaccines. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How is Ebola spread? 
2. What are zoonotic diseases? 
3. Differences between virus, bacteria and 

other pathogens. 
4. Where is Congo? 

5. Regions in Africa where Ebola outbreak was 
observed? 

 
Link: 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/africa/ebol
a-resurgence-announced-in-democratic-republic-
of-congo-after-woman-dies-75392. 

 

5. What is the South African Covid variant? 
Context: 
The WHO has identified three new variants of coronavirus originating in the UK, Brazil and now in South Africa. 
 
What's the concern? 

● Of the three, the latest South African variant known as 20H/501Y.V2 or B.1.351, is different from the 
one in Britain and appears to be more infectious than the original virus. 

● The South African variant carries a mutation called N501Y that appears to make it more contagious or 
easy to spread, a report in The New York Times said. 

● Also, the WHO has said this variant “is less susceptible to antibody neutralisation” than previous 
variants. 

 
Why do viruses mutate? 
A mutation just means a difference; a letter change in the genome. 

● Mutations in viruses are a natural part of evolution. 
● The pressure on the virus to evolve is increased by the fact that so many millions of people have now 

been infected. 
 
In the case of SARS-CoV-2, which is an Ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, a mutation means a change in the 
sequence in which its molecules are arranged. 

● A mutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making copies of 
itself. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Covid 19? 
2. What is mutation? 
3. What is mRNA? 
4. What is RT- PCR test? 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the concerns associated with mutations of 
Covid- 19 virus. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GNJ89LE06.1&imageview=0. 

6. Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES): 
Context: 
First AES case of the year suspected in Muzaffarpur. 

● Usually AES, locally called chamki bukhar, surfaces during summer in the flood-prone districts of north 
Bihar. 

 
Background: 
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AES cases were reported from five north Bihar districts in 2019. More than 150 children died. More than 600 
children suffering from AES were admitted in the hospitals, including SKMCH and nearly 450 recovered. 
 
About AES: 
Acute encephalitis syndrome is a basket term used for referring to hospitals, children with clinical 
neurological manifestation that includes mental confusion, disorientation, convulsion, delirium, or coma. 

● Meningitis caused by virus or bacteria, encephalitis (mostly Japanese encephalitis) caused by virus, 
encephalopathy, cerebral malaria, and scrub typhus caused by bacteria are collectively called acute 
encephalitis syndrome. 

● The disease most commonly affects children and young adults and can lead to considerable morbidity 
and mortality. 

 
Symptoms: 
It is characterized as acute-onset of fever and a change in mental status (mental confusion, disorientation, 
delirium, or coma) and/or new-onset of seizures in a person of any age at any time of the year. 
 
Cause of the disease: 
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) is considered a very complex disease as it can be caused by various agents 
including bacteria, fungi, virus and many other agents. 

● Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is the major cause of AES in India (ranging from 5%-35%). 
● Nipah virus, Zika virus are also found as causative agents for AES. 

 
How is it related to litchi fruits? How 
it affects? 
In India, AES outbreaks in north and 
eastern India have been linked to 
children eating unripe litchi fruit on 
empty stomachs. 
Unripe fruit contain the toxins 
hypoglycin A and 
methylenecyclopropylglycine (MCPG), 
which cause vomiting if ingested in 
large quantities. 

● Hypoglycin A is a naturally 
occurring amino acid found in 
the unripened litchi that 
causes severe vomiting 
(Jamaican vomiting sickness), 
while MCPG is a poisonous 
compound found in litchi 
seeds. 

 
Why it affects undernourished 
children? 
Blood glucose falls sharply causing 
severe brain malfunction 
(encephalopathy), leading to seizures 
and coma, and death in many cases. 

● This is because under-nourished children lack sufficient glucose reserve in the form of glycogen and 
the production of glucose from non-carbohydrate source is blocked midway leading to low blood 
sugar level. 

● This causes serious brain function derangement and seizures. 
 
Measures needed: 

1. Increase access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation facilities. 
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2. Improve nutritional status of children at risk of JE/AES. 
3. Preparative measures to be in place before the possible outbreaks. 
4. Vector control. 
5. Better awareness generation among children, parents through Anganwadi workers etc. 

 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. AES is caused by? 
2. Diseases caused by virus vs bacteria vs 

fungi. 
3. What is hypoglycaemia? 
4. What is JE? 

5. How eating litchi fruits aggravate the 
problem in malnourished children? 

 
Mains Link: 
What is Acute encephalitis syndrome? Discuss the 
causative agents, do you think authorities failed at 
several levels in preventing deaths due to 
encephalopathy in Bihar? Suggest what needs to be 
done? 

 

7. Indradhanush 3.0 launched: 
Context: 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush 3.0 launched to expand immunization coverage across the country. 

● The focus of IMI 3.0 will be on children and pregnant women who missed their vaccine doses during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
What is Mission Indradhanush? 
To strengthen and re-energize the programme and achieve full immunization coverage for all children and 
pregnant women at a rapid pace, the Government of India launched “Mission indradhanush” in December 
2014. 
 
Mission Indradhanush’s Goal: 
The ultimate goal is to ensure full immunization with all available vaccines for children up to two years of age 
and pregnant women. 
 
Diseases covered: 
It provides vaccination against 12 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (VPD) i.e. diphtheria, Whooping cough, 
tetanus, polio, tuberculosis, hepatitis B, meningitis and pneumonia, Hemophilus influenza type B infections, 
Japanese encephalitis (JE), rotavirus vaccine, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) and measles-rubella (MR). 

● However, Vaccination against Japanese Encephalitis and Haemophilus influenzae type B is being 
provided in selected districts of the country. 

 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI): 
To further intensify the immunization programme, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched the Intensified Mission 
(IMI) on October 8, 2017. 
With this, the Government of India aims to reach each and 
every child up to two years of age and all those pregnant 
women who have been left uncovered under the routine 
immunization programme/UIP. 

● The special drive was to focus on improving 
immunization coverage in select districts and cities to 
ensure full immunization to more than 90% by 
December 2018. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Indradhanush Mission. 
2. What is Intensified Indradhanush Mission? 
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3. What is IMI 3.0? 
4. Targets under these missions. 
5. Coverage. 

 
 

Mains Link : Discuss the significance of the mission. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GST8AEAHL.1&imageview=0. 

8. ‘Pandemic generation’ hit hard: CSE: 
Context: 
State of Environment Report, 2021 was recently released by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE). 
 
Highlights: 
Impact by Covid 19: 

1. Biggest Concern: India is all set to usher in a “pandemic generation”, with 375 million children (from 
newborns to 14-year-olds) likely to suffer long-lasting impacts. 

2. The challenges could range from being underweight, stunting and increased child mortality, to losses 
in education and work productivity. 

3. Over 500 million children have been forced out of school globally and India accounts for more than 
half of them. 

4. 115 million additional people might get pushed into extreme poverty by the pandemic — and most of 
them live in South Asia. 

5. India ranked 117 among 192 nations in terms of sustainable development and was now behind all 
South Asian nations, except Pakistan. 

 
State of environment: 

1. India’s air, water and land have become more polluted between 2009 and 2018. 
2. Of 88 major industrial clusters in the country, 35 showed overall environmental degradation, 33 

pointed to worsening air quality, 45 had more polluted water and in 17, land pollution became worse. 
3. Tarapur in Maharashtra emerged as the most polluted cluster. 
4. This data clearly indicated a lack of action over the years to control and reduce pollution even in areas 

that were already identified as critically or severely polluted. 
 
Performance of various states: 
When ranked on the basis of achieving Sustainable Development Goals: 

1. The best performing States were Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Telangana. 

2. The worst performers were Bihar, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Uttar Pradesh. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Have a brief overview of the key findings. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GHR8ALM58.1&imageview=0. 
 
Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures. 

1. Amendments made to the Right to Information Act: 
Context: 
The Supreme Court has criticised the Union government for having not filed a reply to a petition by 
parliamentarian Jairam Ramesh challenging the amendments made to the Right to Information Act for over a 
year. 
 
What's the issue? 
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The petitioner argues that the amendments gave the Centre unparalleled powers to dictate the tenure, 
salaries and service conditions of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners as per 
its “whims and fancies”. 

● The petitioner contended that the RTI Amendment Act of 2019 and its Rules cripple the objectivity and 
independence of the Central Information Commission (CIC) by bringing under the yoke of the 
government. 

 
 
What were the amendments? 

1. The Centre shall have the powers to set the salaries and service conditions of Information 
Commissioners at central as well as state levels. 

2. Term of the central Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners: appointment will 
be “for such term as may be prescribed by the Central Government”. 

3. While the original Act prescribes salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the state Chief 
Information Commissioner as “the same as that of an Election Commissioner”, and the salaries and 
other terms of service of the State Information Commissioners as “the same as that of the Chief 
Secretary to the State Government”, the amendment proposes that these “shall be such as may be 
prescribed by the Central Government”. 

 
Why these amendments are criticised? 

● The amendments are seen as a “threat to the independence” of the Central Information 
Commissioner. 

● By diminishing the status of the CIC, IC and State CIC from that of a Supreme Court judge would reduce 
their ability to issue directives to senior government functionaries. 

● The amendments would empower the Centre to make rules to decide the tenure, salary, allowances 
and other terms of service of information commissioners of the Central and also State Information 
Commissions. This will fundamentally weaken the institution of the information commissions as it 
will adversely impact the ability of commissioners to function in an independent manner. 

● The government held no public consultations 
on the Bill. 

 
What are the government’s stated grounds for 
bringing the amendments? 
The statement of objects says “the mandate of 
Election Commission of India and Central and State 
Information Commissions are different. Hence, their 
status and service conditions need to be rationalised 
accordingly”. 

● CIC has been given the status of a Supreme 
Court Judge, but his judgments can be 
challenged in the High Courts. 

● Therefore, the amendments Have been 
brought to correct certain anomalies in the 
RTI Act. It does not dilute the Act in anyway 
and it was passed in a hurry in 2005. RTI 
Amendments would strengthen the overall 
RTI structure. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of Public Authority under the act. 
2. Exceptions under the act. 
3. About Chief Information Commissioner. 
4. State Information Commissioners. 
5. Public Information Officers. 

6. Latest amendments. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the role played by key stakeholders under 
the Right to Information Act of India. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G7Q8AA36A.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

1. Corruption Perception Index 2020: 
Context: 
Corruption Perception Index 2020 has been released. 

● It is prepared by Transparency International. 
 
What is Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)? 
It is a composite index that draws from 12 surveys to rank nations around the globe. 

● It has become a benchmark gauge of perceptions of corruption and is used by analysts and investors. 
● The index is also based on expert opinions of public sector corruption and takes note of range of 

factors like whether governmental leaders are held to account or go unpunished for corruption, the 
perceived prevalence of bribery, and whether public institutions respond to citizens’ needs. 

 
How are the countries ranked? 

● It ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector corruption, according to 
experts and business people.  

● It uses a scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. 
 
India's performance: 

● India slipped six places to 86th position this year. 
● India’s score is below the average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and global average. 
● India's overall score is also two points less than that of China, which docked at 78th position. 

 
Overall best and worst performers: 

● The list was topped by New Zealand and Denmark (88 each). 
● South Sudan and Somalia were at the bottom of the global ranking, with scores of 12 each. 

 
Corruption and COVID-19: 
The latest edition of CPI highlighted the impact of corruption on government responses to COVID-19, 
comparing countries’ performance in the index to their investment in health care and the extent to which 
democratic norms and institutions have been weakened during the pandemic. 
 
Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

1. Chabahar Port: 
Context: 
India delivers 2 cranes for Chabahar. This is part of a bilateral contract between India and Iran signed in May 
2016 for $85 million to equip and operationalise the port. 

● Amid talks with Iranian authorities, it signals a push to the port project. 
 
Significance: 
India’s plans to invest further in the port project are seen as an indicator that the government expects some 
easing up in U.S. sanctions in the upcoming months, once the new Biden administration begins to address its 
policy on re-entering the Iran nuclear deal. 
 
Where is Chabahar Port? 
Located on the Gulf of Oman and is the only oceanic port of the country. 
 
Why Chabahar port is important for India? 

1. With this, India can bypass Pakistan in transporting goods to Afghanistan. 
2. It will also boost India’s access to Iran, the key gateway to the International North-South Transport 

Corridor that has sea, rail and road routes between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. 
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3. It also helps India counter Chinese presence in the Arabian Sea which China is trying to ensure by 
helping Pakistan develop the Gwadar port. Gwadar port is less than 400 km from Chabahar by road and 
100 km by sea. 

4. With Chabahar port being developed and operated by India, Iran also becomes a military ally to India. 
Chabahar could be used in case China decides to flex its navy muscles by stationing ships in Gwadar 
port to reckon its upper hand in the Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf and Middle East. 

5. Trade benefits: With Chabahar port becoming functional, there will be a significant boost in the import 
of iron ore, sugar and rice to India. The import cost of oil to India will also see a considerable decline. 
India has already increased its crude purchase from Iran since the West imposed ban on Iran was lifted. 

6. From a diplomatic perspective, Chabahar port could be used as a point from where humanitarian 
operations could be coordinated. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Location of Chabahar Port. 
2. What is INSTC? 
3. Gulf of Oman. 

4. Zahaden. 
5. Countries in the Indian Ocean region. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss why Chabahar port is significant for India. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GLO87Q88R.1&imageview=0.

 

2. Military seizes power in Myanmar coup: 
Context: 
Myanmar’s military has seized power in a coup against the democratically elected government of Nobel 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. 

● The Army said it had carried out the detentions in response to “election fraud”. 
 
Implications for India: 
For India, the return to military rule by Myanmar’s Tatmadaw (Army) and the detention of Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the political leadership of the National League of Democracy (NLD) are a repeat of events 30 years ago. 
 
What lies ahead for India? 
India's reaction is likely to be different this time. India does care about democracy in Myanmar, but that’s a 
luxury it knows it will not be able to afford for the time being. Why? Because, 

1. India’s security relationship with the Myanmar military has become extremely close, and it would be 
difficult to “burn bridges” with them given their assistance in securing the North East frontiers from 
insurgent groups. 

2. Changed image of Ms. Suu Kyi herself: Her image as a democracy icon and Nobel peace laureate has 
been damaged by her time in office, where she failed to push back the military, and even defended the 
Army’s pogrom against Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2015. 

3. Benefits for China: A harsh reaction from India, on the lines of that from the U.S., which has 
threatened action against those responsible for the “coup” unless they revoke the military’s takeover, 
would only benefit China. 

4. Apart from strategic concerns, India has cultivated several infrastructure and development projects 
with Myanmar, which it sees as the “gateway to the East” and ASEAN countries (For example: India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway and the Kaladan multi-modal transit transport network, as well as 
a plan for a Special Economic Zone at the Sittwe deep-water port). 

5. Besides, India still hopes to help resolve the issue of Rohingya refugees that fled to Bangladesh, while 
some still live in India, and will want to continue to engage the Myanmar government on that. 

 
Myanmar's military Constitution: 
It was the military that drafted the 2008 Constitution, and put it to a questionable referendum in April that 
year.  
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● The Constitution was the military’s “roadmap to democracy”, which it had been forced to adopt under 
increasing pressure from the west. 

● It was also due to its own realisation that opening up Myanmar to the outside world was now no longer 
an option but a dire economic necessity.  

● But the military made sure to safeguard in the Constitution its own role and supremacy in national 
affairs. 

● Under its provisions, the military reserves for itself 25 per cent of seats in both Houses of Parliament, 
to which it appoints serving military officials. 

● Also, a political party which is a proxy for the military contests elections. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Myanmar. 
2. Its constitution. 
3. Comparison with Indian Constitution. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss India's policy towards its neighbours. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GGD87UBP8.1&imageview=0. 

 

3. Myanmar-vs-Burma: 
Context: 

● The Myanmar military grabbed power in a recent coup – the third time in the nation’s history since its 
independence from British rule in 1948. 

● After the last such takeover in 1988, the armed forces went on to make a decision that would remain 
controversial for decades: changing the country’s name. 

 
How Burma became Myanmar? 

● When British imperialists annexed what is today’s Myanmar during the 19th century, they called it 
Burma after the dominant Burman (Bamar) ethnic group, and administered it as a province of colonial 
India.  

● This arrangement continued until 1937, when Burma was separated from British India and made a 
separate colony. 

● Even after the country became independent in 1948, it retained the same name, becoming the ‘Union 
of Burma’.  

● In 1962, the military took over from a civilian government for the first time, and amended the official 
name in 1974 to the ‘Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma’. 

● Then in 1988, armed forces again took power in the country, after suppressing a popular uprising and 
reversed the official name to ‘Union of Burma’.  

● But a year later, the junta adopted a law that replaced Burma with Myanmar, making the country the 
‘Union of Myanmar’. 

 
Rationale behind the move and its implications: 
While changing the country’s name, the military said that it was looking for a way to leave behind a name 
inherited from the colonial past, and adopt a new one which could unify all of its 135 officially recognised 
ethnic groups, and not just the Burman people. 

● However, critics decried the move, arguing that Myanmar and Burma mean the same thing in the 
Burmese language, only that the ‘Myanmar’ is a more formal way of saying ‘Burma’– a word used 
colloquially.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. India- Myanmar border. 

2. Trade. 
3. Joint operations and exercises. 
4. Kaladan Multimodal project. 

 

4. Indo-Pacific: 
Context: 
India is an important partner in the Indo-Pacific region, says U.S. 
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● It has also welcomed India’s emergence as a leading global power and its role as a net security provider 
in the region. 

 
What is Indo- Pacific? 
The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China’s growing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the 
oceans to security and commerce. 
 
Importance of Indo-Pacific region: 

1. Maintaining regional stability. 
2. Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for 

enhancing India’s strategic posture. 
3. For the long-term vision of national interest. 
4. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian 

Ocean region as well as its efforts to expand 
geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of 
trade and military. 

5. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence 
to rules-based order and stable trade environment. 

6. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and 
upholding international rules and norms. 

 
Role and Implications for India in the Indo – pacific region: 

● The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security strategy, represents the most populous and 
economically dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast of India to the western 
shores of the United States. 

● India has always been a country with great national ambitions and is one of the most important 
advocates of the concept of “Indo-Pacific Strategy”. 

● With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian Ocean neighbours and major 
maritime powers of the world. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Pacific Region. 
2. Overview of Indian Ocean Region. 
3. Important straits, bays and passes in these 

regions. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the strategic significance of Indo- Pacific 
region for India. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GUQ88VBQG.1&imageview=0. 

 

5. Coordinated disengagement at Pangong Tso: 
Context: 
India and China have reached an agreement on 
disengagement in the Pangong lake area to cease their 
forward deployments in a phased, coordinated and 
verified manner. 
 
As per the agreement: 

● The Chinese side will keep its troop presence in 
the North Bank area to east of Finger 8. 

● Reciprocally, the Indian troops will be based at 
their permanent base at Dhan Singh Thapa Post 
near Finger 3. 

● A similar action would be taken in the South Bank area by both sides. 
● Any structures that had been built by both sides since April 2020 will be removed and the landforms 

restored. 
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● Both sides have agreed on a temporary moratorium on military activities in the North Bank, including 
patrolling in the traditional areas. 

 
Why there is a dispute here? 
The Line of Actual Control (LAC) – the line that separates 
Indian and Chinese troops since 1962 – generally runs 
along the land except for the width of Pangong Tso. Here, 
it runs through water. 

● Both sides have marked their areas announcing 
which side belongs to which country. 

● India controls about 45 km stretch of the Pangong Tso and China the rest. 
 
The lake is divided into sections called fingers: 
There are eight of them in contention here. India and China have different understanding of where the LAC 
passes through. 

● India has maintained that the LAC passes through Finger 8, which has been the site of the final military 
post of China. 

● India has been patrolling the area – mostly on foot because of the nature of the terrain – up to Finger 
8. But Indian forces have not had active control beyond Finger 4. 

● China, on the other hand, says the LAC passes through Finger 2. It has been patrolling up to Finger 4- 
mostly in light vehicles, and at times up to Finger 2. 

 
Why China wants to encroach areas alongside Pangong Tso? 

● Pangong Tso is strategically crucial as it is very close to Chusul Valley, which was one of the battlefronts 
between India and China during the 1962 war. 

● China also does not want India to boost its infrastructure anywhere near the LAC. China fears it 
threatens its occupation of Aksai Chin and Lhasa-Kashgar highway. 

● Any threat to this highway also puts Chinese rather imperialist plans in Pakistan-occupied territories in 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir, and beyond in Pakistan. 

 
About Pangong Tso: 

● Pangong Tso literally translates into a “conclave lake”. 
● Situated at over 14,000 feet, the Lake is about 135 km long. 
● It is formed from Tethys geosyncline. 
● The Karakoram Mountain range ends at the north bank of Pangong Tso. Its southern bank too has high 

broken mountains sloping towards Spangur Lake in the south. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, 
geographical extent and significance? 

2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 
6. Where is Naku La? 

7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake 
region? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India 
and China. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G9N893U3D.1&imageview=0. 

6. Kailash Range: 
Context: 
The Kailash Range was the theatre of conflict during the 1962 Chinese offensive, with key battles at Rezang La 
and Gurung Hill.  

● In 2020, Indian troops secured Kailash Ridge in an operation that took the Chinese by surprise. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9N893U3D.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9N893U3D.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       53  InsightsIAS 

The Kailash Range: 
The Karakoram Range ends on 
the northern side of the Pangong 
Tso.  

1. The Kailash Range 
originates from the 
southern bank and runs 
northwest to southeast 
for over 60 km.  

2. The Kailash Ridge is 
characterised by rugged, 
broken terrain with 
heights varying between 
4,000-5,500m. 

3. Its key features include 
Helmet Top, Gurung Hill, 
Spanggur Gap, Muggar Hill, Mukhpari, Rezang La and Rechin La. The Ridge dominates Chushul Bowl; an 
important communications centre. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Kailash Range/Ridge. 
2. Key features. 
3. Karakoram range. 
4. Division of Himalayas. 

 
 

Mains Link : Himalayas are not only the physical 
barrier, they are also a climatic, drainage and 
cultural divide. Analyze. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/kailas
h-range-importanct-aksai-chin-pla-india-china-
relation-7188786/. 

7. Rohingya Crisis: 
Context: 
Bangladesh authorities sent a fourth 
group of Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar to Bhasan Char island in the 
Bay of Bengal despite calls by human 
rights groups for a halt to the process. 
 
Background: 

● Bhasan Char is an island 
specifically developed to 
accommodate 1,00,000 of the 
1 million Rohingya who have 
fled from neighbouring 
Myanmar. 

● While human rights groups 
have criticised the move and 
some are being forced to go 
against their will, the 
government has insisted that 
refugees moving to the island 
have done so voluntarily. 

 
Who are Rohingyas? 

● They are an Ethnic group, 
mostly Muslims. They were 
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not granted full citizenship by Myanmar. 
● They were classified as “resident foreigners or associate citizens”. 
● Ethnically they are much closer to Indo-Aryan people of India and Bangladesh than to the Sino-Tibetans 

of the Country. 
Described by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as “one of, if not the, most discriminated people in the 
world”. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Rohingyas? 
2. Location of Rakhine State. 
3. About the International Court of Justice. 
4. ICJ vs International Criminal Court. 

 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on Rohingya Crisis. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM389H6GO.1&imageview=0. 
 

8. Pak. to remain in FATF grey list until June: 
Context: 
The FATF’s Plenary and Working Group meetings, scheduled to be held from February 21 to 26 in Paris, is all set 
to decide on Pakistan’s grey list status. However, Pakistan is unlikely to exit the Financial Action Task Force’s 
(FATF) ‘grey’ list until June. 
 
Background: 
Pakistan was placed on the ‘grey’ list in June 2018 and given a timeline to implement 27 action points. 
 
About FATF: 
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on the initiative of 
the G7. 

● It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to bring about 
national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas. 

● The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 
 
Roles and functions: 

1. Initially it was established to examine and develop measures to combat money laundering. 
2. In October 2001, the FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist financing, in 

addition to money laundering. 
3. In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 

 
Composition: 
The FATF currently comprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, representing most major 
financial centres in all parts of the globe. It also has observers and associate members. 
 
What is blacklist and grey list? 
Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 
countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, 
adding or deleting entries. 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put 
in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
 
Considered in the grey list may face: 

1. Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB. 
2. Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries. 
3. Reduction in international trade. 
4. International boycott. 

 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 
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1. G7 vs G8 vs G20. 
2. Black vs Grey list. 
3. Are FATF’s decisions binding on member 

countries? 
4. Who heads the FATF? 
5. Where is its secretariat? 

 

Mains Link: 
What is the mandate and objectives of the 
Financial Action Task Force? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GOC89ORIN.1&imageview=0. 

 

9. Sri Lankan Tamils issue: 
Context: 
Though Sri Lanka’s armed conflict ended in 2009, the entrenched impunity for the deaths of tens of thousands 
of Tamil civilians in what the United Nations called a “bloodbath” has kept the conflict on the Human Rights 
Council’s agenda ever since. 
 
What happened then? 
The Tamil minority in Sri Lanka was facing persecution under the rule of the nationalist Sinhalese government. 
The rift also fuelled Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam-led extremism in the nation which engulfed the nation into 
years of civil war. 
 
Background: 

● The previous Sri 
Lankan government, 
headed by the Sri 
Lanka Freedom 
Party, had co-
sponsored the 
resolution in 2013, 
calling for 
accountability in 
alleged war crimes 
committed by the 
government forces 
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam during the final phase of the near-three-decade-long civil war 
in May 2009. 

● The current government, led by Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, has officially withdrawn from the 
resolution. 

 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G4V8A0GRV.1&imageview=0. 
 

10. Kerala govt. annuls agreement with U.S. firm: 
Context: 
The Kerala government has invalidated a controversial agreement that the Kerala Shipping and Inland 
Navigation Corporation (KSINC) had reached with a U.S.-based firm, EMCC International, to build and operate a 
deep-sea trawling fleet to harvest the marine wealth off the State’s coast. 
 
What's the issue? 
Opposition called this deal as a bid to sell off the state’s marine wealth, endangering the livelihood of lakhs of 
fishermen in the state. 
 
What was the agreement all about? What were the objectives of the project? 
One of the stated objectives of the deal was deep sea fishing with state-of-the-art technology. 

● The components of the project were building 400 deep sea fishing trawlers as per the design proposed 
by EMCC. 
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● The EMCC would train and deploy 1.60 lakh fishermen in deep sea fishing. Their skills would be 
upgraded, and the local fishing community would benefit in terms of direct and indirect employment 
opportunities. 

 
How is the proposed project against fisheries policy? 
The Union Government had in 2017 withdrawn permission given for foreign trawlers for deep sea fishing in the 
exclusive economic zone of the country. 

● The EEZ of the country extends up to 370 km from the coastline. 
Illegal fishing by foreign vessels in Indian waters is punishable under provisions of Maritime Zone of India 
(Regulation of Fishing by Foreign Vessels Act) 1981. 
Besides, Kerala's fisheries policy, brought in 2018, opposed allowing foreign and native corporate vessels along 
the state’s coast 

● The professed policy of the state is to equip the traditional fishermen for deep sea fishing by making 
them owners of deep sea fishing vessels. 

● Besides, there would be restrictions on the number of vessels. Only traditional fishermen would be 
given permission to replace their old boats. 

 
What is Deep Sea Trawling? 
The Deep Sea Trawling can be defined as the Industrial way or method fishing in which large nets with heavy 
weight are carted across the seafloor to lift out the catch marine animals such as fishes, shrimp, cod etc. It is 
considered as the most prominent method of fishing which is a practice across the world at large scale. 
 
Impact of Deep Sea Trawling on Environment: 
The gears of Deep Sea Trawling creates huge on the life of marine plants and animals as well as the seafloor by 
disrupting the sediment column structure, overturning boulders, re-suspending sediments and imprinting deep 
scars on muddy bottoms. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G7Q8AA5SA.1&imageview=0. 
 

11. China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC): 

Context: 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has said 
that he was looking forward to enhancing 
trade ties with Sri Lanka through the multi-
billion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). 
 
About CPEC: 
The CPEC is the flagship project of the multi-
billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
a pet project of Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
aimed at enhancing Beijing’s influence 
around the world through China-funded 
infrastructure projects. 

● The 3,000 km-long China–Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists 
of highways, railways, and 
pipelines. 

● CPEC eventually aims at linking the 
city of Gwadar in South Western 
Pakistan to China’s North Western 
region Xinjiang through a vast 
network of highways and railways. 
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● The proposed project will be financed by heavily-subsidised loans, that will be disbursed to the 
Government of Pakistan by Chinese banks. 

 
But, why is India concerned? 
It passes through PoK. 

● CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure and shorten its supply lines through Gwadar with an enhanced 
presence in the Indian Ocean. Hence, it is widely believed that upon CPEC’s fruition, an extensive 
Chinese presence will undermine India’s influence in the Indian Ocean. 

● It is also being contended that if CPEC were to successfully transform the Pakistan economy that could 
be a “red rag” for India which will remain at the receiving end of a wealthier and stronger Pakistan. 

● Besides, India shares a great deal of trust deficit with China and Pakistan and has a history of conflict 
with both. As a result, even though suggestions to re-approach the project pragmatically have been 
made, no advocate has overruled the principle strands of contention that continue to mar India’s 
equations with China and Pakistan. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPEC? 
2. What is BRI initiative? 
3. What is string of pearls initiative? 
4. Where Gilgit- Baltistan? 
5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran. 

 

Mains Link : Discuss India’s concerns on the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. 
Suggest how India should tackle the challenges 
posed by this alliance? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GKL8AE0E8.1&imageview=0. 

 

12. India and Pakistan agrees to observe “2003 Ceasefire agreement”: 
Context: 
India and Pakistan have issued a joint statement to strictly observe the 2003 Ceasefire agreement along the 
Line of Control (LoC). 
 
About the 2003 ceasefire agreement: 
The ceasefire agreement was reached in November 2003, four years after the Kargil War. 
On November 26, 2003 the ceasefire took effect along the entire stretch of the India-Pakistan frontier. 

● It facilitated the opening of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad and Poonch-Rawalkot routes, paving the way 
for bus and truck services linking the two Kashmirs for the first time in six decades and encouraging 
cross-LoC contacts, exchanges, travel, and trade. 

● The ceasefire also enabled India to complete the construction of a fence near the LoC to prevent 
Pakistan’s infiltration of terrorists into Kashmir, a project that it had begun a couple of decades earlier 
but had to suspend due to Pakistan’s artillery fire. 

 
Will this ceasefire last? 
This is not the first time that India and Pakistan have agreed to give peace a chance on the LoC to make the 
lives of civilians living along the line easy. 

● The 2003 ceasefire agreement remains a milestone as it brought peace along the LoC until 2006. 
Between 2003 and 2006, not a single bullet was fired by the jawans of India and Pakistan. 

● But since 2006, ceasefire violations became the norm with increasing frequency. Recent years have 
seen an increasing number of ceasefire violations despite an agreement reached in 2018 to adhere to 
the 2003 ceasefire agreement. 

 
What's the concern? 
This puts a question mark on how long the fresh commitment to ceasefire along the LoC can hold especially 
with summers approaching. As a matter of annual routine, terror infiltration bids from Pakistan increase as 
summer begins in the Kashmir Valley. Melting of ice on the high mountains offers Pakistan an opportunity to 
foment terrorism in the Valley. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, 
geographical extent and significance? 

2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 
6. Where is Naku La? 

7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake 
region? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India 
and China. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHR8ALQAC.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

1. Japan protests after two Chinese coast guard ships enter islands in East 
China Sea: 

Context: 
After two Chinese coast guard ships entered waters off the Senkaku islands recently, Japan protested against 
China's intrusion in the uninhabited islets in the East China Sea. 

● Tensions have escalated between the two countries after Beijing enacted a legislation allowing its 
coast guard to use weapons against foreign ships that it views illegally entered its waters. 

 
What's the issue? 
Japan and China are locked in a dispute over the islands in the East China Sea which Tokyo calls the Senkakus 
and Beijing the Diaoyu. The islets are administered by Japan, however, Beijing claims the islands as its own. 
 
What China says? 

● China’s (and Taiwan’s) position is that the Diaoyus have been part of Chinese territory since at least 
1534. 

● China argues that Japan seized the features by force during the first Sino-Japanese War that ended 
with the imposition on China of the unequal Treaty of Shimonoseki. 

● It asserts that the Potsdam Declaration that Japan accepted as part of the San Francisco Peace Treaty 
ending World War II required Tokyo to relinquish control of Taiwan, and that these features are part of 
Taiwan, which is part of China. 

But the US took control of them and in 1971 transferred their administration to Japan under the Okinawa 
Reversion Agreement. 
 
Status quo: 

● China had more or less accepted the status 
quo – provided that Japan did not interfere 
with its fishing boats outside the 12-nautical-
mile territorial sea. 

● Then, in 2012, Japan upended the status quo 
by purchasing the islands from their private 
Japanese owners, thus nationalising them. 

● Although the government maintained that 
this was done to keep them out of the hands 
of radical nationalists, China felt that Japan 
was opportunistically consolidating its theft 
of its territory. 

 
Why is the international community worried? 
This dispute threatens regional and perhaps world peace because the US – and its allies – could be drawn into a 
kinetic conflict. In response to pressure from Japan, the US has repeatedly reaffirmed that the features come 
under the scope of the US-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. South China Sea dispute- regions involved, 
countries’ claims. 

2. Where are Senkaku Islands? 
3. What is the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 

1951? 
4. China- Taiwan relations. 

 
Mains Link: 
How China’s aggressive expansionist policy is being 
viewed by countries worldwide? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GAG8AHG7H.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. France slams ‘repression’ of Uighurs: 
Context: 
French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian has denounced what he called the “institutionalised repression” of 
China’s Uighur minority. 
 
What's the issue? 
Rights groups believe that at least 1 million Uighurs and other Turkic-speaking Muslim minorities are 
incarcerated in camps in the western region of Xinjiang. Mr. Le Drian cited Xinjiang among several examples of 
“considerable regressions for human rights” in 2020. 
 
Who are Uighurs? 

● A Muslim minority community concentrated in China's northwestern Xinjiang province. 
● They claim closer ethnic ties to Turkey and other central Asian countries than to China. 

 
Why is China targeting the Uighurs? 
Xinjiang is technically an autonomous region within China — its largest region, rich in minerals, and sharing 
borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan. 

● Over the past few decades, as economic prosperity has come to Xinjiang, it has brought with it in large 
numbers the majority Han Chinese,who have cornered the better jobs, and left the Uighurs feeling 
their livelihoods and identity were under threat. 

● This led to sporadic violence, in 2009 culminating in a riot that killed 200 people, mostly Han Chinese, 
in the region’s capital Urumqi. And many other violent incidents have taken place since then. 

● Beijing also says Uighur groups want to establish an independent state and, because of the Uighurs’ 
cultural ties to their neighbours, leaders fear that elements in places like Pakistan may back a separatist 
movement in Xinjiang. 

Therefore, the Chinese policy seems to have been one of treating the entire community as suspect, and 
launching a systematic project to chip away at every marker of a distinct Uighur identity. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Uighurs? 
2. Where is Xinjiang? 
3. Who are Han Chinese? 
4. Indian states bordering Xinjiang province. 

 

Mains Link: 
Who are Uighurs? Why are they in news? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GAG8AHG7N.1&imageview=0. 

3. Biden revokes Trump’s immigrant visa ban: 
Context: 
The Biden administration has revoked Donald Trump’s suspension of new immigrant visas, which had been in 
effect since late April 2020. 

● The revoked order had suspended the entry of certain immigrants and non-immigrants into the U.S. 
ostensibly on grounds of protecting the U.S. labour market in the wake of COVID-19. 

 
What's the issue now? 
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Mr. Biden, however, did not revoke a Trump administration pause on H1-B (skilled worker), L (intra-company 
transfer) and several other work and exchange visitor visa categories that went into effect on June 24, 2020. 

● H1-B visas are predominantly granted to workers in the IT sector, and most of these visas — over 70% 
— have gone to Indian citizens in recent years. 

 
What are H-1B, H-2B, L and other work visas? 
In order to fill a vacuum of highly-skilled low-cost employees in IT and other related domains, the US 
administration issues a certain number of visas each year which allows companies from outside the US to send 
employees to work on client sites. 

1. H-1B: Person is Specialty Occupation: To work in a specialty occupation. Requires a higher education 
degree of its equivalent. 

2. L1 visas allows companies to transfer highly skilled workers to US for a period of up to seven years. 
3. H-2B visas allow food and agricultural workers to seek employment in the US. 
4. J-1 Visas: It is for students on work-study summer programmes. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Differences between H1B, F1 and M1 Visas. 
2. Difference between an NRI and an OCI 

cardholder. 
3. When OCI and PIO were merged? 
4. The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 

grants citizenship to? 

5. Constitutional provisions related to 
citizenship in India. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the impact of recent changes in US visa 
rules on Indian students in the US. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHR8ALIOK.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

1. International Criminal Court: 
Context: 
The International Criminal Court convicted a former commander (Dominic Ongwen) in the notorious Ugandan 
rebel group the Lord's Resistance Army of dozens of war crimes and crimes against humanity ranging from 
multiple murders to forced marriages. 
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About ICC: 

● The International Criminal 
Court (ICC), located in The 
Hague, is the court of last 
resort for prosecution of 
genocide, war crimes, and 
crimes against humanity. 

● It is the first permanent, 
treaty based, international 
court established to help 
end impunity for the 
perpetrators of the most 
serious crimes of concern to 
the international 
community. 

● Its founding treaty, the 
Rome Statute, entered into 
force on July 1, 2002. 

● Funding: Although the 
Court’s expenses are funded 
primarily by States Parties, it 
also receives voluntary 
contributions from 
governments, international 
organisations, individuals, 
corporations and other 
entities. 

 
Composition and voting power: 

● The Court’s management 
oversight and legislative 
body, the Assembly of 
States Parties, consists of one representative from each state party. 

● Each state party has one vote and “every effort” has to be made to reach decisions by consensus. If 
consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote. 

● The Assembly is presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by the 
members to three-year terms. 

 
Criticisms: 

● It does not have the 
capacity to arrest suspects 
and depends on member 
states for their 
cooperation. 

● Critics of the Court argue 
that there are insufficient 
checks and balances on the 
authority of the ICC 
prosecutor and judges and 
insufficient protection 
against politicized 
prosecutions or other 
abuses. 
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● The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, only punishing leaders 
from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and more powerful states. 

● ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for several reasons. It 
means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from taking on hard cases 
and loses legitimacy. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Differences between ICJ and ICC. 
2. Geographical locations of these 

organisations. 
3. What is Rome statute? 
4. Orders of ICC. 
5. What happens when its orders are not 

implemented? 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on ICC. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/international/icc-convicts-ugandan-rebel-
commander-for-war-
crimes/article33752244.ece/amp/. 

 

2. ICC ruling says it has jurisdiction in Palestinian Territories: 
Context: 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) recently ruled that it has jurisdiction over war crimes or atrocities 
committed in the Palestinian territories, paving the way for a criminal investigation over Israeli actions. 

● Judges said their decision was based on jurisdictional rules in its founding documents and does not 
imply any attempt to determine statehood or legal borders. 

 
What has the ICC said? 

● It ruled that Palestine is a state party to the Rome Statute establishing the ICC. 
● It ruled that Palestine qualifies as the state on the territory in which the "conduct in question" occurred 

and that the court's jurisdiction extends to East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza. 
 
Response by Israel: 
Israel is not a member of the ICC. As a non-member, it cannot appeal the recent ruling but its attorney general 
has argued all along that only a sovereign state can delegate authority to the ICC and that the areas in question 
were not a Palestinian sovereign state.
 

3. UN Human Rights Council: 
Context: 
The U.S. has announced plans to reengage with the UN Human Rights Council that former President Donald 
Trump withdrew from almost three years ago. 
 
Context: 
In his address to the United Nations Human Rights Council, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said: 

1. Terrorism continues to be one of the gravest threats to humankind and a crime against humanity, 
which violates the most fundamental human rights namely the right to life. 

2. Human rights violations and gaps in the implementation of human rights should be addressed in a "fair 
and just manner" with objectivity, non-selectivity and transparency and with due respect with the 
principle of non-interference in internal affairs and national sovereignty. 

 
Background: 
India had last month presented an eight-point action plan to deal with the scourge of terrorism in which India 
asked the world to crack down on countries sheltering and harbouring proscribed terrorists. The action plan 
also includes cracking the whip on terror financing. 
 
About UNHRC: 
UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights to help 
overcome the “credibility deficit” of the previous organisation. 
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● Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Composition: 

● The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up seats every year, based 
on allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation. 

● Each elected member serves for a term of three years. 
● Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms. 

 
Functions: 

● The UNHRC passes non-binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review of all 
193 UN member states called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 

● It oversees expert investigation of violations in specific countries (Special Procedures). 
 
Challenges and Need for reforms: 

● The human rights record of the member-states such as Saudi Arabia, China and Russia in the council 
has also not been in line with the aims and mission of the UNHRC, which has led to critics questioning 
its relevance. 

● Despite the continued participation of several western countries in the UNHRC, they continue to 
harbour misgivings on the understanding of Human rights. 

● Non-compliance has been a serious issue with respect to the UNHRC’s functioning. 
● Non-participation of powerful nations such as the US. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About UNHRC. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. What is Universal Periodic Review? 
5. Headquarters of UNHRC. 

6. Countries which recently left UNHRC. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3K88NHN7.1&imageview=0. 
 

 

4. Why has Columbia granted temporary legal status to Venezuelans? 
Context: 
Columbian President Iván Duque recently announced that Venezuelans will have temporary protected status 
for the next ten years in what is being called a “historic” decision. 

● The temporary protection statute is for those Venezuelan migrants who are fleeing dictatorship in their 
country. 

● The decision covers more than 1.7 million Venezuelans who have fled to Columbia in the last few years. 
 
Why are Venezuelans fleeing their country? 
Venezuela is engulfed in a political crisis with two rival politicians claiming to be the country's legitimate leader. 

● Venezuela is currently under the authoritarian rule of President Maduro, who belongs to the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela. 

● After completing his first term, Maduro began his second term in January 2019, which is seen by many 
Venezuelans and members of the international community as illegitimate. 

● The country had also slipped into an economic crisis and entered recession in 2014. 
● After the economic collapse, the crime rate in the country doubled and inflation multiplied in a 

situation that was made worse by Western sanctions. 
 
Role of the US: 
Maduro has blamed the US sanctions on Venezuela’s state oil company and government for the economic 
problems that the country is currently riddled with, which include hyperinflation, food and medicine shortages 
and electricity blackouts. Maduro has also accused the US of trying to rule the country from afar. 
 
Background: 
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According to UN estimates, over 90 per cent of the country was living in poverty in April 2019 and an estimated 
4.8 million Venezuelans have fled the country for other places in Latin America and for the Caribbean countries 
as of February 2020. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Where is Venezuela? 
2. What are the reasons for the present crisis? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the reasons for the present Venezuelan 
crisis. 

 

5. International Energy Agency: 
Context: 
International Energy Agency (IEA) has released its India Energy Outlook 2021 report. 
 
Key findings: 

1. India will make up the biggest share of energy demand growth at 25% over the next two decades, as it 
overtakes the European Union as the world's third-biggest energy consumer by 2030. 

2. India's energy consumption is expected to nearly double as the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) 
expands to an estimated $8.6 trillion by 2040 under its current national policy scenario. 

3. India's growing energy needs will make it more reliant on fossil fuel imports as its domestic oil and gas 
production has been stagnant for years despite government policies to promote petroleum exploration 
and production and renewable energy. 

4. India's oil demand is expected to rise to 8.7 million barrels per day (bpd) in 2040 from about 5 million 
bpd in 2019, the IEA said, while its refining capacity will reach 6.4 million bpd by 2030 and 7.7 million 
bpd by 2040, from 5 million bpd. 

5. The world's second-biggest net oil importer after China currently imports about 76% of its crude oil 
needs. That reliance on overseas oil is expected to rise to 90% by 2030 and 92% by 2040. 

6. Rising oil demand could double India's oil import bill to about $181 billion by 2030 and nearly treble it 
to $255 billion by 2040 compared with 2019. 

 
About IEA: 

● Established in 1974 as per framework of the OECD, IEA is an autonomous intergovernmental 
organisation. 

● Its mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security, economic development, 
environmental awareness and engagement worldwide. 

● Headquarters (Secretariat): Paris, France. 
 
Roles and functions: 

● Established in the wake of the 1973-1974 oil crisis, to help its members respond to major oil supply 
disruptions, a role it continues to fulfil today. 

● IEA’s mandate has expanded over time to include tracking and analyzing global key energy trends, 
promoting sound energy policy, and fostering multinational energy technology cooperation. 

 
Composition and eligibility: 
It has 30 members at present. IEA family also includes eight association countries. A candidate country must be 
a member country of the OECD. But all OECD members are not IEA members. 
To become member a candidate country must demonstrate that it has: 

1. Crude oil and/or product reserves equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s net imports, to which 
the government has immediate access (even if it does not own them directly) and could be used to 
address disruptions to global oil supply. 

2. A demand restraint programme to reduce national oil consumption by up to 10%. 
3. Legislation and organisation to operate the Co-ordinated Emergency Response Measures (CERM) on a 

national basis. 
4. Legislation and measures to ensure that all oil companies under its jurisdiction report information upon 

request. 
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5. Measures in place to ensure the capability of contributing its share of an IEA collective action. 
 
Reports: 

1. Global Energy & CO2 Status Report. 
2. World Energy Outlook. 
3. World Energy Statistics. 
4. World Energy Balances. 
5. Energy Technology Perspectives. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Various reports released by IEA. 
2. Composition of OECD and OPEC? Who can 

become members? 
3. Top crude oil producers and importers 

globally? 
4. Who are associate members of IEA? 
5. What kind of IEA member is India? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on objectives and functions of the 
International Energy Agency. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/business/india-to-be-largest-source-of-energy-
demand-growth-to-2040-says-international-
energy-agency/article33790095.ece/amp/. 

 

6. Nigeria’s Okonjo-Iweala appointed WTO head: 
Context: 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has been appointed the new chief of the World Trade Organization, becoming the first 
woman to ever lead the institution and the first African citizen to take on the role. 
 
Roles and functions of Director General of WTO: 
The director-general of the World Trade Organization is the officer of the World Trade Organization responsible 
for supervising and directing the organization's administrative operations. 

● The Director-General has little power over matters of policy - the role is primarily advisory and 
managerial. 

● The Director-General supervises the WTO secretariat of about 700 staff and is appointed by WTO 
members for a term of four years. 

 
WTO- facts: 

● World Trade Organization, as an institution, was established in 1995. It replaced General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs (GATT) which was in place since 1946. 

● The WTO officially commenced on 1 January 1995 under the Marrakesh Agreement, signed by 123 
nations on 15 April 1994. 

● India has been a member of GATT since 1948; hence it was party to Uruguay Round and a founding 
member of WTO. 

● While WTO came in to existence in 1995, GATT didn’t cease to exist. It continues as WTO’s umbrella 
treaty for trade in goods. 

 
Structure of WTO: 
The WTO is headed by the Ministerial Conference, while the daily operations are carried out by three 
administrative bodies: 

1. The General Council comprises the representatives of all member countries and acts as the 
representative of the Ministerial Conference when it comes to daily operations. Its job is to carry out 
the implementation and monitoring function of the WTO. 

2. The Dispute Settlement Body is a part of the General Council and is responsible for settling trade 
disputes between member states. There is also an Appellate Body, where member states can appeal 
any decisions made against them during a dispute settlement. 

3. The Trade Policy Review Body is also a part of the General Council and is responsible for ensuring the 
trade policies of member states are in line with the goals of the WTO. Member countries are required 
to inform the WTO about changes in their laws and trade policies. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About WTO. 
2. Structure and functions. 
3. Role of DG. 
4. Members. 
5. About the Marrakesh Agreement. 

 

Mains Link: The WTO has made limited progress 
over the past two decades on various issues of 
significance. Do you think WTO as an institution is 
in decline? Critically comment. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GM389H6H4.1&imageview=0.

 

7. UN peacekeepers: 
Context: 
India to gift 2 lakh vaccine doses to UN peacekeepers. 

● The announcement was made by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar during his remarks at a UN 
Security Council open debate on the implementation of resolution 2532 (2020), passed last year. 

 
What is UNSC resolution 2532? 
The resolution: 

1. Demands a general and immediate cessation of hostilities in all situations on its agenda" (i.e., those 
already identified by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)). 

2. Calls for all parties engaged in armed conflicts (i.e., including those not specifically on the UNSC 
agenda) to "engage immediately in a durable humanitarian pause for at least 90 consecutive days". 

3. Specifically excludes UNSC designated terrorist groups, e.g., the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. 
 
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance? 

● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the 
Department of Operational Support. 

● Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council. 
● The financial resources of UN Peacekeeping operations are the collective responsibility of UN Member 

States. 
● According to the UN Charter, every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share for 

peacekeeping. 
 
Composition: 

● UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets 
or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel. 

● Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis. 
● Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN 

Secretariat. 
 
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles: 

1. Consent of the parties. 
2. Impartiality. 
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who funds peacekeeping operations? 
2. Role of UNSC. 
3. Composition of Peacekeepers? 
4. Why peacekeepers are called as Blue 

Helmets? 
5. Guiding principles of UN peacekeeping. 

6. Ongoing peacekeeping missions. 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on UN Peacekeeping and its 
significance. 
 
Link: 
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https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3789P0DN.1&imageview=0. 
 

8. How is WHO funded? 
Context: 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced that his country would pay the World Health Organization 
(WHO) $200 million by the end of this month. 

● The announcement is significant as former U.S. President Donald Trump had begun the process of 
withdrawing the U.S. from the WHO, a process stopped by his successor, President Joe Biden. 

 
Need for and significance of the move: 
The U.S. said it believes that multilateralism, the United Nations, the World Health Organization, are essential 
not just as an effective international COVID-19 health and humanitarian response but also building stronger 
global health capacity and security for the future. 
 
How is the WHO funded? 
There are four kinds of contributions that make up funding for the WHO.These are: 

1. Assessed contributions are the dues countries pay in order to be a member of the Organization. The 
amount each Member State must pay is calculated relative to the country’s wealth and population. 

2. Voluntary contributions come from Member States (in addition to their assessed contribution) or from 
other partners. They can range from flexible to highly earmarked. 

3. Core voluntary contributions allow less well-funded activities to benefit from a better flow of 
resources and ease implementation bottlenecks that arise when immediate financing is lacking. 

4. Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Contributions were started in 2011 to improve and strengthen 
the sharing of influenza viruses with human pandemic potential, and to increase the access of 
developing countries to vaccines and other pandemic related supplies. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. WHO governance. 
2. Types of contributions in WHO. 
3. Largest contributors. 
4. Significance of World Health Day. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the role of WHO in promoting public health 
and environmental health across the globe. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GOC89ORIB.1&imageview=0. 

9. Quad meet: 
Context: 
Quad members recently came together for a ministerial meeting. 

● Members discussed about the urgent need to restore the democratically elected government in 
Myanmar, and the priority of strengthening democratic resilience in the broader region. 

 
What is Quad grouping? 
The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 

● All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 
unhindered maritime trade and security. 

 
Genesis: 
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate relief operations 
in the aftermath of the tsunami. 

● It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit. 

● The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations. 
 
Significance of the grouping: 
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● Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of mutual 
interest. 

● Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and 
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 

● It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan and the US and should not 
be seen in an exclusive context. 

 
What are China’s views on the Quad? 
There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military dimension against any country. 
The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had branded it an emerging “Asian NATO”. 
Notably, Japanese PM Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the Indian Parliament gave a fresh 
impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India. 
 
Why there is a need for formalisation? 
Despite renewed efforts, the QUAD has faced criticism over its lack of formal structure. There have been calls 
for institutionalisation, a formal agreement to transform the group into a formidable anti-China bloc. 
A lot has changed over the years. Each member state has faced the heat of China’s increased aggression. 

1. China has grown in might and influence and is keen on picking up fights. 
2. After attempting to influence Australia’s domestic policies, it slapped punitive tariffs on the country. 
3. It is engaged in what has become a routine border confrontation with India. 
4. China has flared up territorial disputes with Japan with regards to the Senkaku Islands and is battling a 

fully-fledged trade war with the United States. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition. 
2. When was it first proposed? 
3. Countries and important islands in the 

Indian Ocean region. 
4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 

region. 
5. Important seas and straits in the region. 

 

Mains Link: 
A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is 
called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and to 
ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. 
Examine. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GHU89T0PM.1&imageview=0. 

10. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): 
Context: 
IAEA Chief has said that a three-month "temporary solution" had been found to allow the agency's monitoring 
in Iran to continue, although its level of access will be limited.  
 
What's the issue? 
Iran's conservative-dominated parliament passed a law in December demanding the country suspend some 
inspections if the US failed to lift sanctions. The law is due to go into effect on Tuesday. 
 
Significance of the move: 
This is an attempt by the U.S. President Joe Biden’s administration, European powers and Iran to rescue the 
2015 nuclear deal that has been on the brink of collapse since former President Donald Trump withdrew from 
it. 
 
About IAEA: 
Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957 within the United Nations family. 
Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 
 
Functions: 
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● Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and 
peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

● Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons. 

 
Functions: 

1. Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget. 
2. Responsible for publishing IAEA standards. 
3. Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA. 
4. Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval. 

 
Programs: 

● Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). 
● Human Health Program. 
● Water Availability Enhancement Project. 
● International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
2. Members of IAEA. 
3. Programs of IAEA. 
4. Board of Governors- composition, voting 

and functions. 

5. What is Uranium Enrichment? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G4J8A6GRL.1&imageview=0.

 

11.  Human Rights Council election: 
Context: 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has asked UN member states to support the US for its re-election to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC). 
 
Background: 
Trump regime had taken the U.S. out of the Council in 2018, saying it was biased against Israel and had 
members who were human rights abusers. 
 
About elections to the UNHRC: 
Elections to the Council happen annually, with countries serving for three years on a rotational basis, as some 
of the seats expire on 31 December every year. 
Members shall not be eligible for immediate re-election after two consecutive terms. 
There are 47 seats, equitably distributed according to five regional divisions (Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern 
Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Western Europe and other States). 

● Countries need a minimum of 97 votes to get elected, and everything happens by secret ballot. 
 
As of January 2020, 117 of the 193 UN member States will have served as a member of the HRC. This broad 
membership not only reflects the UN’s diversity, but it gives the Council legitimacy when speaking out on 
human rights violations in all countries. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About UNHRC. 
2. Year of establishment. 
3. Functions. 
4. Key reports of UNHRC. 
5. Elections to UNHRC. 

6. Members, term and eligibility. 
7. How many UN member states have served 

as UNHRC members at least once? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GAG8AHG83.1&imageview=0.
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

1. Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) Act: 
Context: 
The Corporate Affairs Ministry is planning to decriminalise 12 offences as well as omit a provision entailing 
criminal liability under the Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) Act, 2008, for greater ease of doing business for 
law-abiding LLPs. 
 
What is a LLP? 
A Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) is a partnership in which some or all partners have limited liability. It 
therefore exhibits elements of partnerships and corporations. 

● In an LLP, one partner is not responsible or liable for another partner’s misconduct or negligence. 
 
Salient features of an LLP: 

● An LLP is a body corporate and legal entity separate from its partners. It has perpetual succession. 
● Being the separate legislation (i.e. LLP Act, 2008), the provisions of Indian Partnership Act, 1932 are not 

applicable to an LLP and it is regulated by the contractual agreement between the partners. 
● Every Limited Liability Partnership shall use the words “Limited Liability Partnership” or its acronym 

“LLP” as the last words of its name. 
 
Composition: 
Every LLP shall have at least two designated partners being individuals, at least one of them being resident in 
India and all the partners shall be the agent of the Limited Liability Partnership but not of other partners. 
 
Need for and significance LLP: 

● LLP format is an alternative corporate business vehicle that provides the benefits of limited liability of a 
company but allows its members the flexibility of organizing their internal management on the basis of 
a mutually arrived agreement, as is the case in a partnership firm. 

● This format would be quite useful for small and medium enterprises in general and for the enterprises 
in services sector in particular. 

● Internationally, LLPs are the preferred vehicle of business particularly for service industry or for 
activities involving professionals. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference between LLP and companies. 
2. Difference between LP and LLP. 
3. What is a body corporate? 
4. Roles and functions of LLP partners. 

 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on limited liability partnerships. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/business/govt-set-to-decriminalise-llpa-
offences/article33752918.ece/amp/. 

 

2. What are govt securities? 
Context: 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given small investors direct access to its government securities trading 
platform. 

● Now, Retail investors can directly open their gilt accounts with RBI, and trade in government securities. 
 
What is the need for the current proposal, then? 

● The g-sec market is dominated by institutional investors such as banks, mutual funds, and insurance 
companies. These entities trade in lot sizes of Rs 5 crore or more. 
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● So, there is no liquidity in the secondary market for small investors who would want to trade in smaller 
lot sizes. In other words, there is no easy way for them to exit their investments. 

● Thus, currently, direct g-secs trading is not popular among retail investors. 
 
What are G- Secs? 
A government security (G-Sec) is a tradeable instrument issued by the central government or state 
governments. 
 
Key features: 

● It acknowledges the government’s debt obligations. 
● Such securities can be both short term (treasury bills — with original maturities of less than one year) 

or long term (government bonds or dated securities — with original maturity of one year or more). 
● The central government issues both: treasury bills and bonds or dated securities. 
● State governments issue only bonds or dated securities, which are called the state development 

loans. 
● Since they are issued by the government, they carry no risk of default, and hence, are called risk-free 

gilt-edged instruments. 
● FPIs are allowed to participate in the G-Secs market within the quantitative limits prescribed from time 

to time. 
 
G- Sec prices fluctuate sharply in the secondary markets. Factors affecting their prices: 

1. Demand and supply of the securities. 
2. Changes in interest rates in the economy and other macro-economic factors, such as, liquidity and 

inflation. 
3. Developments in other markets like money, foreign exchange, credit and capital markets. 
4. Developments in international bond markets, specifically the US Treasuries. 
5. Policy actions by RBI like change in repo rates, cash-reserve ratio and open-market operations. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are G-Secs? 
2. Short and long term securities. 
3. Powers of the Centre and states to issue 

these instruments. 
4. Role of RBI. 
5. Factors which affect the prices of these 

securities. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are G-Secs? Why are they significant? 
Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-all-about-retail-participation-in-the-
government-securities-market-7176210/. 

 

3. Open market operations: 
Context: 
RBI announces ₹20,000 crore open market operations on February 10. 
 
What is OMO? 
Open market operations is the sale and purchase of government securities and treasury bills by RBI or the 
central bank of the country. 
The objective of OMO is to regulate the money supply in the economy. 

● It is one of the quantitative monetary policy tools. 
 
How is it done? 
RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public. 
 
OMOs vs liquidity: 

● When the central bank wants to infuse liquidity into the monetary system, it will buy government 
securities in the open market. This way it provides commercial banks with liquidity. 
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● In contrast, when it sells securities, it curbs liquidity. Thus, the central bank indirectly controls the 
money supply and influences short-term interest rates. 

 
RBI employs two kinds of OMOs: 
Outright Purchase (PEMO) – this is permanent and involves the outright selling or buying of government 
securities. 
Repurchase Agreement (REPO) – this is short-term and are subject to repurchase. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Monetary vs Fiscal policy tools. 
2. Quantitative vs Qualitative tools. 

3. What are OMOs? 
4. PEMO vs REPO. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are OMOs? Discuss their significance. 

 

4. P-Notes: 
Context: 
Participatory notes of Overseas Derivative Instruments have a tendency to raise the hackles of the regulators. 

● Outstanding P-notes hitting a 31-month high in November is likely to have caused considerable 
consternation. 

 
What's the Concern? 

● These instruments have gained notoriety on account of their rampant misuse prior to 2008. 
● The anonymity provided by P-notes, where the final owner can be concealed from regulators, had led 

to entities using this route to round-trip funds. 
 
What has the SEBI said? 
There is no real cause for alarm; these instruments account for only 2 per cent of FPI assets currently. 
 
But, why there is an increase in value of outstanding P-notes? 

1. The rally in stock prices has resulted in inflating the value of existing P-note holdings. 
2. There has been a great surge in FPI inflows this fiscal, with investments so far exceeding ₹2,42,000 

crore. 
 
What are Participatory Notes? 
Participatory Notes or P-Notes (PNs) are financial instruments issued by a registered foreign institutional 
investor (FII) to an overseas investor who wishes to invest in Indian stock markets without registering 
themselves with the market regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 
 
Key points: 

1. P-Notes are Offshore Derivative Investments (ODIs) with equity shares or debt securities as underlying 
assets. 

2. They provide liquidity to the investors as they can transfer the ownership by endorsement and 
delivery. 

3. While the FIIs have to report all such investments each quarter to SEBI, they need not disclose the 
identity of the actual investors. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are P- Notes? 
2. Difference between FPI vs FII 
3. Features of P- notes. 

 
 

Mains Link : What are the concerns regarding P- 
Notes? How can they be addressed? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/
p-note-investment-surge-is-no-cause-for-concern-
sebi-chief/article33874029.ece/amp/. 
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5. Govt. to review anti-dumping duty on Chinese steel products: 
Context: 
The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR), under Commerce Ministry, has initiated a probe to review 
the need for continuing imposition of anti-dumping duty on certain types of steel products imported from 
China following complaints from domestic industry. 
 
What's the issue? 
Few companies have filed an application before the DGTR for a sunset review of anti-dumping duty imposed 
on imports of seamless tubes, pipes and hollow profiles of iron, alloy or non-alloy steel from China. 

● The applicants have alleged that dumping of these products from China has continued even after 
imposition of anti-dumping duty, and there has been a significant increase in the volume of imports. 

 
What Next? 
The duty on the product was first imposed in February 2017 and is set to expire on May 16 this year. 
DGTR would review the need for continued imposition of the duties in force and examine whether the expiry of 
existing duties is likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of dumping and impact the domestic industry. 
 
What is Dumping? What is anti dumping duty? 
In international trade practise, dumping happens when a country or a firm exports an item at a price lower 
than the price of that product in its domestic market. 

● Dumping impacts the price of that product in the importing country, hitting margins and profits of local 
manufacturing firms. 

● Anti-dumping duty is imposed to rectify the situation arising out of the dumping of goods and its trade 
distortive effect. 

According to global trade norms, including the World Trade Organization (WTO) regime, a country is allowed 
to impose tariffs on such dumped products to provide a level-playing field to domestic manufacturers. 

● The duty is imposed only after a thorough investigation by a quasi-judicial body, such as DGTR, in India. 
 
Steel- imports and 
exports: 

● India was a net 
exporter of steel in 
2019-20. 

● Capacity for 
domestic crude 
steel production 
increased in the 
last five years. 

● Crude steel 
production has 
increased in the 
last five years. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About DGTR. 
2. What is anti dumping duty? 
3. India's steel imports and exports. 
4. Steel protesting 

5. Production in India. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GST8ADV2N.1&imageview=0. 

 

6. Pharma exports to Arab nations cumbersome: 
Context: 
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India has urged Arab countries to make it easier to export pharmaceutical products to the region and asked 
them to tap Indian farms to secure food supplies, as it seeks to diversify the $160 billion trade basket with the 
Arab bloc beyond hydrocarbons. 
 
What's the issue now? 
Indian pharma products enjoy great credibility 
around the world, but they do not have the 
same kind of recognition in most of the Arab 
world, because the process through which 
medicines are brought into Arab countries are 
very elaborate and cumbersome at times. 
 
Why trade with Arab World is important for 
India? 
India-Arab trade accounts for 20% of India’s overall trade, but is still concentrated in hydrocarbons. Agriculture, 
technology and tourism are the potential areas for diversification. 
 
Indian Pharma Industry: 

● India enjoys an important position in the global pharmaceuticals sector, as India is the largest provider 
of generic drugs globally. 

● The Indian pharmaceutical industry meets over 50% of global demand for various vaccines, 40% of 
generic demand in the U.S. and 25% of all medicine in the U.K. 

● Presently, over 80% of the antiretroviral drugs used globally to combat AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) are supplied by Indian pharmaceutical firms. 

● The Indian pharmaceuticals market is the world’s third-largest in terms of volume and thirteenth-
largest in terms of value. It has established itself as a global manufacturing and research hub. 

● India has one of the lowest manufacturing costs in the world – lower than that of the U.S. and almost 
half of the cost in Europe. 

 
Challenges that need to be addressed: 
Dependence: Indian pharmaceutical industry is highly dependent on China for pharmaceutical raw materials. 
These raw materials are called the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API), also known as bulk drugs. Indian 
drug-makers import around 70% of their total bulk drug requirements from China. 
Fake versions of high value and/or high volume brands of the pharmaceutical companies in India are 
adversely affecting their business performance posing another major challenge. It also creates a negative 
impact to the end consumer and a huge health hazard. 
 
So, what India is doing? 
Call for greater self-reliance: In June, the department of pharmaceuticals announced a scheme for the 
promotion of three bulk drug parks in the country. 

● A bulk drug park will have a designated contiguous area of land with common infrastructure facilities 
for the exclusive manufacture of APIs, DIs or KSMs, and also a common waste management system. 

● These parks are expected to bring down manufacturing costs of bulk drugs in the country and increase 
competitiveness in the domestic bulk drug industry. 

 
Key features of the scheme for promotion of Bulk Drug parks: 

1. The scheme will support three selected parks in the country by providing a one-time grant-in-aid for 
the creation of common infrastructure facilities. 

2. The grant-in-aid will be 70 per cent of the cost of the common facilities but in the case of Himachal 
Pradesh and other hill states, it will be 90 per cent. 

3. The Centre will provide a maximum of Rs 1,000 crore per park. 
4. A state can only propose one site, which is not less than a thousand acres in area, or not less than 700 

acres in the case of hill states. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features of the scheme mentioned 
above. 

2. Funding. 
3. Targets. 
4. What are active pharmaceutical 

ingredients? 

5. APIs in fixed- dose vs single- dose drug 
combinations. 

6. What are excipients in Medicine? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GST8ADV2P.1&imageview=0. 

 

7. ‘Monetise or modernise’ is Modi’s mantra for govt. assets: 
Context: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged foreign investors to tap investment opportunities thrown up by the 
government’s decision to privatise most public sector entities and monetise ‘unutilised and underutilised 
assets’ such as airports that have an estimated investment potential of ₹2.5 lakh crore. 
 
Need for: 
Public assets such as roads, railways, airports, power transmission lines, shipping terminals, pipelines, mobile 
towers and other land and building, financial assets, e.g., shares, securities and dividend payouts attached with 
these are spread throughout the country. They are controlled by departments of Central Government, Public 
sector units or the respective State Government where the asset lies geographically. 
Many of these public assets are sub-optimally utilized or are unutilized; which simply means that it is not using 
its maximum potential which could have been gained by exploiting it commercially at a market valuation. 

● Therefore, speaking the economics way, a government owned asset deriving a net value of Rs 50 crore 
but having a potential to earn Rs 500 crore will also be termed sub-optimally utilized. Only if we talk 
about vacant land parcel; it is very huge. 

 
What are the benefits? 

1. The funds raised from the exercise will help empower citizens by building homes for the poor and 
ensuring clean water reaches all. 

2. This policy goes beyond annual disinvestment targets, to a medium-term strategic approach. This will 
help create new investment opportunities for industry in every sector. 

3. The private sector can not only bring capital but also introduce global best practices and quality 
manpower and modernise enterprises. 

 
Challenges: 

1. This is a sensitive decision-making process that needs to take into account the correct valuation of the 
assets in question, the future infrastructure needs of the country and the private sector’s ability to 
fulfill the targeted objective. 

2. Equally important is the willingness of the citizens to accept management of public infrastructure in the 
private hand. 

3. Their grievances; if any needs to be promptly attended to by the operating private player. Otherwise 
one wrongly gone PPP experience may cause long lasting damage to public perception. 

Dialogue is an effective way to build strong public support and dispelling doubts created by a few vested 
interests. 
 
A successful monetization demands a four step process. 

1. First, the motivation of the policy formulating government should be understood. 
2. Second, a detailed analysis of assets (both operational and financial) is needed. 
3. Third, analyzing the current and future potential of assets. 
4. Fourth, carefully managing all the stakeholders and executing the project with care to deliver the 

envisioned objective. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E8AHDDT.1&imageview=0. 
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8. Bad bank: 
Context: 
The Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) has begun identifying bad loans which can be transferred to the Centre’s 
proposed bad bank. 

● The IBA has written to banks asking them for a list of all bad loans worth Rs 500 crore and above to 
“identify magnitude of the problem” and “get clarity over initial capital required for the entity”. 

 
Background: 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had proposed setting up of a bad bank during her Union Budget 2021 
speech on February 1. She said the proposed entity would take over stressed loans from banks to sell to 
alternative investment funds (AIF). 
 
Concept of Bad Bank: 

● A bad bank is a bank set up to buy the bad loans and other illiquid holdings of another financial 
institution. 

● The entity holding significant nonperforming assets will sell these holdings to the bad bank at market 
price. 

● By transferring such assets to the bad bank, the original institution may clear its balance sheet—
although it will still be forced to take write-downs. 

 
Why be concerned about bad loans? 

1. Indian banks’ pile of bad loans is a huge drag on the economy. 
2. It’s a drain on banks’ profits. Because profits are eroded, public sector banks (PSBs), where the bulk of 

the bad loans reside, cannot raise enough capital to fund credit growth. 
3. Lack of credit growth, in turn, comes in the way of the economy’s return to an 8% growth trajectory. 

Therefore, the bad loan problem requires effective resolution. 
 
Benefits: 

1. This helps banks or FIs clear-off their balance sheets by transferring the bad loans and focus on its core 
business lending activities. 

2. Large debtors have many creditors. Hence bad bank could solve the coordination problem, since debts 
would be centralised in one agency. 

3. It can effect speedier settlements with borrowers by cutting out individual banks. 
4. It can drive a better bargain with borrowers and take more stringent enforcement action against them. 
5. It can raise money from institutional investors rather than looking only to the Government. 

 
What are the Concerns or demerits of such banks? 
Suppose, say for example, a bank sells bad loans. Then, it has to take a haircut because when Rs 100 goes bad, 
the actual amount that can be expected is lower than Rs 100 and that leads to haircut. When it takes haircut 
that will impact the P&L (Profit & Loss). 
So, till that particular aspect is not addressed, creating a new structure may not be as potent in addressing the 
problem. 
 
Way forward: 
The K V Kamath Committee, has said companies in sectors such as retail trade, wholesale trade, roads and 
textiles are facing stress. 

● Sectors that have been under stress pre-Covid include NBFCs, power, steel, real estate and 
construction.  

● Setting up a bad bank is seen as crucial against this backdrop. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is an Asset Reconstruction Company? 
2. What is a bad bank? 

3. Who can set up a bad bank in India? 
4. What are stressed assets? 
5. What are non performing assets? 
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Mains Link: Discuss the merits and demerits of setting up of 
bad banks. 

 

9. India ‘out of recession’: 
Context: 
As per the National Statistical office (NSO), India's economy is out of recession but still a long way from 
returning to rates of growth seen before the pandemic. 
India- Asia's third biggest economy recorded a rise in gross domestic product of 0.4% in the final three months 
of 2020, compared with the same period a year earlier. 

● Last year, the country plunged into recession for the first time in nearly a quarter of a century, with 
economists warning that it would struggle to recover from the slump. 

 
Key takeaways from Q3 GDP data: 

1. Manufacturing revival. 
2. Agriculture growth accelerates. 
3. Financial, real estate sectors rebound. 
4. Consumer confidence still low. 
5. Government spending picks up. 
6. Investment demand rises. 

 
What is Recession? 
It is a macroeconomic term that refers to a slowdown or a massive contraction in economic activities for a long 
enough period, or it can be said that when a recessionary phase sustains for long enough, it is called a 
recession. 
 
Depression: 
It is a deep and long-lasting period of negative economic growth, with output falling for at least 12 months and 
GDP falling by over 10% or it can be referred to as a severe and prolonged recession. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G818APATU.1&imageview=0. 
 

10. Inflation Targeting: 
Context: 
The Reserve Bank of India, in the Report on Currency and Finance for FY21, has said the current inflation target 
of 4% with a +/-2% tolerance band is appropriate for the next five years. 
 
Important observations made: 
Trend inflation had fallen from above 9% before flexible-inflation targeting (FIT) to a range of 3.8-4.3 % during 
FIT, indicating that 4% is the appropriate level of the inflation target. 
An inflation rate of 6% is the appropriate upper tolerance limit for the target. 
A lower bound above 2% can lead to actual inflation frequently dipping below the tolerance band while a lower 
bound below 2% will hamper growth, indicating that an inflation rate of 2 % is the appropriate lower tolerance 
bound. 
 
Outcomes of FIT: 

● During the FIT period, monetary transmission had been full and reasonably swift across the money 
market but less than complete in the bond markets. 

● While there has been an improvement in transmission to lending and deposit rates of banks, external 
benchmarks across all categories of loans and deposits could improve transmission further. 

 
 
Flexible Inflation Targeting Framework: 
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Now there is a flexible inflation targeting framework in India (after the 2016 amendment to the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Act, 1934). 
 
Who sets the inflation target in India? 
The amended RBI Act provides for the inflation target to be set by the Government of India, in consultation 
with the Reserve Bank, once every five years. 
 
Current Inflation Target: 
The Central Government has notified 4 per cent Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation as the target for the 
period from August 5, 2016, to March 31, 2021, with the upper tolerance limit of 6 per cent and the lower 
tolerance limit of 2 per cent. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is the current inflation target? 
2. Who sets it? 
3. What is the monetary policy committee 

(MPC)? 

4. Functions. 
5. Composition. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G818APATO.1&imageview=0. 

 

11. Vivad Se Vishwas scheme: 
Context: 
The Income Tax Department on Friday extended the deadline for filing declarations and making payment under 
the direct tax dispute resolution scheme ‘Vivad Se Vishwas’ (VsV) till March 31 and April 30. 
 
About the Scheme: 

● The Direct Tax 'Vivad se Vishwas' Act, 2020 was enacted on March 17, 2020, with the objective to 
reduce pending income tax litigation, generate timely revenue for the government and to benefit 
taxpayers. 

● The scheme aims to end litigation and legacy disputes under the direct taxes category as ₹9.32 lakh 
crore worth of revenue is blocked in approximately 4.8 lakh appeals pending at various income tax 
appellate forums. 

● The entities who opt for the scheme have to pay a requisite tax following which all litigation against 
them are closed by the tax department and penal proceedings dropped. 

 
Significance of the Scheme: 
It should be noted that the response to the scheme gains significance given earlier schemes like Kar Vivad 
Samadhan Scheme, 1998 (KVSS) and Direct Tax Dispute Resolution Scheme, 2016 (DTDRS) did not yield much 
results. 

● The scheme has reportedly received an overwhelming response with a settlement amount of over Rs 
97,000 crore as of February. 

● So far, over 1,25,144 of the 5,10,491 long-pending cases have been settled under the scheme. 
● These comprise 24.5 per cent of the total number of such cases which were pending before the scheme 

was introduced. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features. 
2. Benefits. 
3. Eligibility. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the scheme. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3R8APM0V.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

1. Move to privatise banks: Why the proposal? What are the concerns? 
Context: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G818APATO.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G818APATO.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3R8APM0V.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3R8APM0V.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       79  InsightsIAS 

The Budget proposes to privatise two PSU banks this financial year. 
 
Need for: 

1. Years of capital injections and governance reforms have not been able to improve the financial position 
of in public sector banks significantly. 

2. Many of them have higher levels of stressed assets than private banks, and also lag the latter on 
profitability, market capitalisation and dividend payment record. 

3. The government front-loaded Rs 70,000 crore into government-run banks in September 2019, Rs 
80,000 crore in in FY18, and Rs 1.06 lakh crore in FY19 through recapitalisation bonds. In 2019, the 
government merged ten PSU banks into four. 

 
Significance and implications of the move: 
Privatisation of two public sector banks will set the ball rolling for a long-term project that envisages only a 
handful of state-owned banks, with the rest either consolidated with strong banks or privatised. 

● This will free up the government, the majority owner, from continuing to provide equity support to the 
banks year after year. 

 
What are the issues plaguing 
PSU banks? 

1. Compared with private 
banks, PSU banks 
continue to have high 
non-performing assets 
(NPAs) and stressed 
assets although this has 
started declining. 

2. After the Covid-related 
regulatory relaxations 
are lifted, the 
government would 
again need to inject 
equity into weak public 
sector banks. 

 
Nationalisation of Banks: 
Then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, who was also Finance 
Minister, decided to nationalise 
the 14 largest private banks on 
July 19, 1969. The idea was to align the banking sector with the socialistic approach of the then government. 
State Bank of India had been nationalised in 1955 itself, and the insurance sector in 1956. 
 
Many committees had proposed bringing down the government stake in public banks below 51%: 

● The Narasimham Committee proposed 33% and the P J Nayak Committee suggested below 50%. 
 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are Payment Banks? 
2. What are NBFCs? 
3. What are SFBs? 
4. Private Banks vs PSU banks. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the pros and cons of privatization of PSU 
Banks. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/privati
sation-of-public-sector-banks-union-budget-npas-
psu-7183446/. 
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Topics: Government Budgeting. 

1. What is Budget? 
Context: 
Nirmala Sitharaman presents first-ever paperless Budget. 
 
What is Budget? 
According to Article 112 of the Indian Constitution, the Union Budget of a year is referred to as the Annual 
Financial Statement (AFS). 
It is a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the Government in a financial year. In addition to 
it, the Budget contains: 

1. Estimates of revenue and capital receipts, 
2. Ways and means to raise the revenue, 
3. Estimates of expenditure, 
4. Details of the actual receipts and expenditure of the closing financial year and the reasons for any 

deficit or surplus in that year, and 
5. The economic and financial policy of the coming year, i.e., taxation proposals, prospects of revenue, 

spending programme and introduction of new schemes/projects. 
 
The Budget goes through six stages: 

1. Presentation of Budget. 
2. General discussion. 
3. Scrutiny by Departmental Committees. 
4. Voting on Demands for Grants. 
5. Passing of Appropriation Bill. 
6. Passing of Finance Bill. 

 
List of Important Schemes in the latest Union Budget: 
Health and well being: 

1. PM Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana: To be launched to develop primary, secondary and tertiary 
healthcare systems, strengthen existing health systems and support future health interventions with an 
outlay of about 64,180 crores over 6 years. 

2. Mission Poshan 2.0 to be launched to improve nutritional outcomes across 112 aspirational districts. 
3. Jal Jivan Urban Mission: To be implemented over five years with an outlay of Rs 2.87 lakh crore. 
4. Voluntary Vehicle Scrapping Policy to phase out old vehicles and reduce vehicular pollution: vehicles 

will undergo fitness tests after 20 years in private vehicles, 15 years in case of commercial vehicles.  
5. Pneumococcal vaccine rollout: The pneumococcal vaccine, which is limited to only 5 states at present, 

will be rolled out across the country. 
6. Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 2.0 would be implemented over five years — from 2021 to 2026 — on 

an outlay of ₹1.41 lakh crore. 
 
Infrastructure: 

1. Mega Investment Textile Parks- 7 textile parks will be added in the next three years. 
2. Proposal to set up Development Finance Institution at a cost of Rs 20,000 crore. 
3. A national monetising pipeline will be launched and a dashboard will be created to overlook the 

progress. 
4. The Indian Railways has prepared a National Rail Plan for India 2030. The plan is to create a future-

ready railways system by 2030. 
5. New scheme to be launched to support augmentation of public bus service. 
6. MetroLite and MetroNeo to be introduced in Tier 2 cities and peripheral areas of Tier 1 cities. 
7. A framework to allow consumers of electricity alternatives to choose from more than one distribution 

company. 
8. National Hydrogen Mission for generating hydrogen from green power sources. 
9. The major ports will be moved from operating services on their own and they can enter into public-

private partnership to get private players to operate and manage it for them. 
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10. Ujjwala scheme, which has benefited 8 crore households so far, will be extended to cover 1 crore more 
beneficiaries. 

11. Gas pipeline network to be taken up in J&K union territory and City Gas Distribution (CGD) programme 
will be extended to 100 districts in next three years. 

 
Financial: 

1. Single securities market code: Centre to consolidate the provisions of the Sebi Act, Depositories Act 
and two other laws, into a Unified Securities Market Code. 

2. Investor Charter: Investor Charter to be introduced as a right for all investors in all financial products to 
enable investor protection. 

 
Agriculture: 

1. Operation Green Scheme to be enlarged to cover 22 perishable crops.  
2. 1000 more mandis to be integrated with E-NAM market place. 
3. Agricultural Infrastructure funds will be made available to APMCs for augmenting their infrastructure. 
4. Five major fishing harbours to be developed into fishing hubs for economic activity including Chennai, 

Kochi, Paradip, Petuaghat and Visakhapatnam. 
5. Seaweed farming to be promoted -Multipurpose seaweed park to be established in Tamil Nadu. 
6. An Agriculture Infrastructure and Development Cess (AIDC) on select items such as petrol, diesel, 

apples and alcohol. 
 
Science and technology: 
National Research Foundation (NRF) — an umbrella body that is expected to fund research across a range of 
disciplines, from science and technology to humanities. The NRF would be an autonomous body and 
represented by all major research and education bodies. 
 
Defence: 
Major recommendations of the 15th FC that were incorporated into the Union budget include: 

1. Boost in health spending. 
2. Higher borrowing limits for states. 
3. A consolidation of Centrally-sponsored schemes or public programmes implemented by states but 

largely funded by the Union government. 
4. Creation of a non-lapsable defence and internal security fund either through allocation from the 

divisible pool of funds shared by the Centre and states or through a cess. 
 
Taxation: 

1. To extend tax holiday for start-ups until March-end next year 
2. To extend the capital gains exemption for investment in start-ups by another year to encourage 

funding in the sector. 
3. To incentivise one-person companies (OPCs) by allowing them to grow without any restrictions on 

paid-up capital and turnover. 
 

2. Govt. hopes to cut fiscal deficit to 4.5% by FY26: 
Context: 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has pegged the fiscal deficit for 2021-22 at 6.8% of the GDP and aims to 
bring it back below the 4.5% mark by 2025-26. 
The original fiscal deficit target for 2020-21 was 3.5%. However, in reality, the deficit has shot up to a high of 
9.5% of the GDP due to: 

1. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
2. Low revenue flows due to the lockdown. 
3. Negative economic growth clubbed with high government spending to provide relief to vulnerable 

sections of society. 
 
What next? 
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Finance minister has also proposed to introduce amendments to the FRBM Act to make necessary change in 
the fiscal consolidation roadmap. 
 
What is the fiscal deficit? 
It is the difference between the Revenue Receipts plus Non-debt Capital Receipts (NDCR) and the total 
expenditure. 

● In other words, fiscal deficit is “reflective of the total borrowing requirements of Government”. 
 
Impact of high fiscal deficit: 
In the economy, there is a limited pool of investible savings. These savings are used by financial institutions 
like banks to lend to private businesses (both big and small) and the governments (Centre and state). 

● If the fiscal deficit ratio is too high, it implies that there is a lesser amount of money left in the market 
for private entrepreneurs and businesses to borrow. 

● Lesser amount of this money, in turn, leads to higher rates of interest charged on such lending. 
● A high fiscal deficit and higher interest rates would also mean that the efforts of the Reserve Bank of 

India to reduce interest rates are undone. 
 
What is the acceptable level of fiscal deficit for a developing economy? 
For a developing economy, where private enterprises may be weak and governments may be in a better state 
to invest, fiscal deficit could be higher than in a developed economy. 

● Here, governments also have to invest in both social and physical infrastructure upfront without having 
adequate avenues for raising revenues. 

● In India, the FRBM Act suggests bringing the fiscal deficit down to about 3 percent of the GDP is the 
ideal target. Unfortunately, successive governments have not been able to achieve this target. 

 
What is the FRBM Act? 
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act (FRBM Act), 2003, establishes financial discipline to 
reduce fiscal deficit. 
 
What are the objectives of the FRBM Act? 

1. The FRBM Act aims to introduce transparency in India’s fiscal management systems. 
2. The Act’s long-term objective is for India to achieve fiscal stability and to give the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) flexibility to deal with inflation in India. 
3. The Act was enacted to introduce more equitable distribution of India’s debt over the years. 

 
Key features of the FRBM Act: 
The FRBM Act made it mandatory for the government to place the following along with the Union Budget 
documents in Parliament annually: 

1. Medium Term Fiscal Policy Statement. 
2. Macroeconomic Framework Statement. 
3. Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is fiscal deficit? 
2. What is revenue deficit? 

 

 
3. What is capital budget? 
4. What is effective revenue deficit? 
5. What is frbm act? 

3. Budget proposes tax on EPF interest: 
Context: 
In the Union Budget 2021, Finance Minister announced a decision to tax interest incomes on annual 
Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) and Voluntary Provident Fund (VPF) contributions of over Rs 2.5 lakh. 
 
Implications: 
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● The interest income earned by an individual will be taxed at current income tax rates if the 
contribution exceeds Rs 2.5 lakh per annum; the same rule applies to VPF contributions. 

● This will only be applicable to the employee’s share of provident fund and not the employers. 
 
Impact: 
The move will impact high-income earners or high net-worth individuals (HNIs) who make large voluntary 
contributions to provident fund annually. 
 
Need for: 
So far, many people put huge sums of money annually towards EPF and earned interest income from it without 
having to pay any tax. An anomaly is created due to this. The latest move will help restore equality and 
discourage HNIs from making high annual contributions towards provident fund. 
 
What is EPF? 
It is mandatory for any company with 20+ employees to comply with the EPF schemes of the government. As 
per this scheme, the employer, as well as the employee, are required to contribute some part of the monthly 
salary of the employee (generally 12%) into the EPF investment account. 
 
What is VPF? 
As the name suggests, it is a voluntary scheme which allows employees to voluntarily contribute to their PF 
account after contributing 12% as per the EPF guideline. The interest rate with VPF is similar to EPF and 
employees can contribute up to 100% of their salary. 
 
Key features: 
Applicability: Only salaried working professionals can open EPF and VPF. 
Contribution: For EPF, the minimum contribution for employee and employer is 12 per cent of the basic pay + 
dearness allowance of the employee. With VPF, an employee can contribute any amount up to 100% of their 
salary + dearness allowance. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is EPF? 
2. What is VPF? 
3. Key features. 
4. What is EPFO? 

 

Mains Link :Discuss the significance of EPF Scheme. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/123-lakh-high-net-worth-
individuals-deposited-62500-crore-into-epf-
accounts-in-2018-19/article33753096.ece/amp/. 

 

Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce 
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

1. National Agriculture Market (e-NAM): 
Context: 
So far, more than 1.69 crore Farmers & 1.55 
Lakh traders are registered on e-NAM platform. 
 
What is e-NAM? 

● E-NAM (National Agriculture Market) 
is an online trading platform for 
agriculture produce aiming to help 
farmers, traders, and buyers with 
online trading and getting a better price 
by smooth marketing. 

● Small Farmers Agribusiness 
Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency 
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for implementing eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Government 
of India. 

 
NAM has the following advantages: 
For the farmers, NAM promises more options for sale. It would increase his access to markets through 
warehouse-based sales and thus obviate the need to transport his produce to the mandi. 
For the local trader in the mandi / market, NAM offers the opportunity to access a larger national market for 
secondary trading. 
Bulk buyers, processors, exporters etc. benefit from being able to participate directly in trading at the local 
mandi / market level through the NAM platform, thereby reducing their intermediation costs. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who implements eNAM? 
2. Composition of SFAC. 
3. Which states have not implemented 

eNAM? 

4. What are APMCs? How are they 
administered? 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note the National Agriculture Market 
(eNAM). 

 

2. Assam Chah Bagichar Dhan Puraskar Mela Scheme: 
Context: 
The third phase of Chah Bagicha Dhan Puraskar mela is set to be held in Guwahati was held recently. 
 
About the Scheme: 

● Started by the Assam government in the year 2017- 18. 
● Launched to encourage people to open bank accounts in tea garden areas. 
● Under this scheme, the workers of the tea community will receive Rs. 2500 in their bank accounts. 

 
Eligibility: 

1. Residents of Assam and who work on tea gardens. 
2. Women belonging to BPL category. 

 
Tea production in India: 
India accounts for 14% of global tea exports and nearly 20% of the tea produced in the country is exported, 
according to Tea Board India. 
India is: 

1. The largest consumer of tea in the world. 
2. The second largest producer of tea in the world. 
3. The fourth largest exporter of tea in the world. 

 
Places where tea is grown in India: 
Tea cultivation and plantation is practiced in Assam, Darjeeling, Nilgiri Hills of South India and Tarai along the 
foothills of the Himalayas. 
 
Conditions of Growth: 
Climate: Tea is a tropical and sub-tropical plant and grows well in hot and humid climate. 
Temperature: 20°-30°C. 
Rainfall: 150-300 cm annual rainfall. 
Soil: Slightly acidic soil with porous sub-soil which permits a free percolation of water. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Tea. 
2. Climatic conditions for its growth. 
3. Distribution of tea in India. 
4. Tea import and export in India. 
5. Largest producer of tea in India and the world. 

 

3. Odisha repromulgates ordinance on APMCs: 
Context: 
The State Cabinet has approved repromulgation of Agricultural Produce and Livestock Marketing (Promotion 
and Facilitation) for the third time. 

● With this, the Odisha government seeks to set up and operate private market yards and farmer 
consumer market yards to enhance competition among different markets and market players for the 
agricultural produce. 

 
Overview of the ordinance: 

● The law has been drafted on the lines of a model law titled ‘The Agricultural Produce and Livestock 
Marketing (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2017’ circulated by the Union Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmer Welfare. 
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● The ordinance proposes to abolish fragmentation of market within the State by removing the concept 
of notified market area so far as enforcement of regulation by the Agricultural Produce and Livestock 
Market Committee is concerned. 

● The government aims to declare warehouses or silos or cold storages and other structures or space as 
market sub-yard to provide better market access or linkage to the farmers. 

 
Key features of the Model Act: 

1. A state government may declare the whole state as a single unified market area. 
2. In such an area, a single license will be applicable for the trade of agricultural produce and livestock. 
3. Market Committee: A Market Committee will manage market yards in a specified area 
4. Private market yards may be set up by private individuals to facilitate operations of traders, and 

commission agents. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are APMCs? 
2. Overview of Odisha's recent APMC 

ordinance. 
3. Key features of the Model Act. 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of a model law 
titled ‘The Agricultural Produce and Livestock 
Marketing (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2017’. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G0J88QHSL.1&imageview=0. 

4. World Pulses Day: 
Context: 
February 10 is a designated global event to recognize and emphasize the importance of pulses and legumes as 
a global food.  

● The UN General Assembly adopted 2016 as the International Year of Pulses (IYP).  
World Pulses Day 2021 Theme: #LovePulses. 
 
Background: 
Burkina Faso (a landlocked country in West Africa) proposed the observance of World Pulses Day. In 2019, the 
General Assembly announced February 10 as the World Pulses Day. 
 
Key Points: 

● India is the biggest producer and 
consumer of pulses in the world 
and it has almost achieved self-
sufficiency in pulses. 

● India accounted for 23.62% of 
world’s total pulses production 
in 2019-20. 

● In the last five-six years, India has 
increased pulses production from 
140 lakh tonnes to more than 240 
lakh tonnes.  

 
Benefits of pulses: 

1. Pulses are rich in nutritional and 
protein values and are an 
important part of a healthy diet. 

2. Pulses, and legumes (lentils, peas, 
chickpeas, beans, soybeans, and 
peanuts) play an equally 
important role in health 
maintenance and overall 
improvement. 
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3. Pulses also contribute majorly to achieving the goals of the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development. 
4. Pulses play a critical role in marking challenges of poverty, food chain security, degraded health, and 

climate change. 
5. Pulses and legume crops help in improving the feasibility of agricultural production systems. 
6. Pulses contribute to environmental benefits. The nitrogen-fixing properties of pulses improve soil 

fertility, which increases the productivity and fertility of the farmland. 
7. Pulses are important for a healthy diet.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Pulses- climatic conditions. 
2. Important regions growing pulses in India. 
3. Benefits of pulses. 

4. World pulses day. 
 
Mains Link: 
Why and how should India increase production of 
pulses? Examine. 

 

5. Soil Health Card scheme: 
Context: 
The scheme is being implemented in 32 States and UTs. 
 
About the Scheme: 

● Launched by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare on December 5, 2015. 
● Under the scheme, village level Soil Testing Labs will be set up by youth having education in agriculture, 

Women Self Help Groups, FPOs etc. 
● The scheme also focuses on enabling 

employment generation after 
appropriate skill development. 

 
What is the Soil Health Card (SHC)? 

● SHC is a printed report that a farmer will 
be handed over for each of his holdings.  

● Soil Health Card provides two sets of 
fertilizer recommendations for six crops 
including recommendations of organic 
manures.   

It will contain the status of his soil with respect 
to 12 parameters, namely: pH, Electrical 
Conductivity (EC), Organic Carbon (OC), Nitrogen 
(N), Phosphorus (P), Potassium (K), Sulphur (S), 
Zinc (Zn), Boron (B), Iron (Fe), Manganese (Mn), Copper (Cu) of farm holdings. 
 
Objectives of SHC: 

● A SHC is meant to give each farmer soil nutrient status of his/her holding. 
● Advise him / her on the dosage of fertilizers and also the needed soil amendments that s/he should 

apply to maintain soil health in the long run. 
 
Significance of SHC: 
The scheme provides for the analysis of soil composition by the State Governments once in every two years so 
that remedial steps can be taken to improve soil nutrients. While the Soil Health Management Scheme has 
turned out to be a blessing for the farmers, it is also creating jobs for the agrarian youth. 
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Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

1. Gobardhan scheme: 
Context: 
The Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a unified portal on the government’s ‘Gobardhan’ scheme. 

● Farmers can earn Rs 1 lakh cr in 5 yrs from Jal Shakti ministry’s Gobardhan scheme, says govt. 
 
About the Scheme: 
The Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan (GOBAR-DHAN) scheme is implemented under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission Gramin-Phase 2, by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the Jal Shakti 
ministry. 

● It was launched in 2018. 
● The scheme aims to augment income of farmers by converting biodegradable waste into compressed 

biogas (CBG). 
● The initiative aims at attracting entrepreneurs for establishing community-based CBG plants in rural 

areas. 
 
Benefits of the scheme: 

1. Helpful for the country as India is home to 
the highest cattle population in the world, 
close to 300 million in number, with a daily 
output of 3 million tonnes of dung. 

2. Encourage farmers to consider dung and 
other waste not just as a waste but as a 
source of income. 

3. Benefits to the rural people. It will be easier 
to keep the village clean and sanitized, 
livestock health will improve and farm yields 
will increase. 

4. Increase self-reliance in energy utilized for 
cooking and lighting. 

5. Provides a stable fuel supply in the market for oil companies and accessible credit in the market 
through government schemes and banks for entrepreneurs. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Scheme. 
2. Key features. 
3. What is Compressed Biogas? 

4. What is Swacch Bharat Mission? 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Gobar Dhan Scheme. 

 

2. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY): 
Context: 
To ensure timely settlements of claims under Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has approved the proposal of the department of agriculture for flying drones 
over 100 districts growing rice and wheat. 

● This is the first remote sensing technology based largest pilot study in the country so far, conducted for 
crop yield estimation. 

 
About PMFBY: 

● Launched in 2016. 
● Merged schemes include National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National 

Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS). 
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● It aims to reduce the premium burden on farmers and ensure early settlement of crop assurance claim 
for the full insured sum. 

 
Coverage: 
The Scheme covers all Food & Oilseeds crops and Annual Commercial/Horticultural Crops for which past yield 
data is available and for which requisite number of Crop Cutting Experiments (CCEs) are being conducted under 
General Crop Estimation Survey (GCES). 
 
PMFBY to PMFBY 2.0: 
Completely Voluntary: It has been decided to make enrolment 100% voluntary for all farmers from 2020 
Kharif. 
Limit to Central Subsidy: The Cabinet has decided to cap the Centre’s premium subsidy under these schemes 
for premium rates up to 30% for unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated areas/crops. 
More Flexibility to States: The government has given the flexibility to states/UTs to implement PMFBY and 
given them the option to select any number of additional risk covers/features like prevented sowing, localised 
calamity, mid-season adversity, and post-harvest losses. 
Penalising the Pendency: In the revamped PMFBY, a provision has been incorporated wherein if states don’t 
release their share before March 31 for the Kharif season and September 30 for rabi, they would not be 
allowed to participate in the scheme in subsequent seasons. 
Investing in ICE Activities: Insurance companies have to now spend 0.5% of the total premium collected on 
information, education and communication (IEC) activities. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features of PMFBY. 
2. Benefits. 
3. Eligibility. 

4. PMFBY 2.0. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of PMFBY 2.0. 

 

3. One Nation One Ration Card scheme: 
Context: 
Punjab becomes 13th State to complete One Nation One Ration Card system reform. 

● The State has become eligible to mobilise additional financial resources of one thousand five hundred 
and sixteen crore rupees through Open Market Borrowings. 

 
About the scheme: 
One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across the 
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. 
Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under the food security scheme when 
they shift from one place to another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one 
ration card to avail benefits from different states. 
Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and 
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption. 
 
Standard format of ‘one nation, one ration card’: 
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after taking into account the format used by different 
states. 

● For national portability, the state governments have been asked to issue the ration card in bi-lingual 
format, wherein besides the local language, the other language could be Hindi or English. 

● The states have also been told to have a 10-digit standard ration card number, wherein first two digits 
will be state code and the next two digits will be running ration card numbers. 

● Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended with ration card number to create unique 
member IDs for each member of the household in a ration card. 

 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 
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1. What is PDS? 
2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits? 
3. How are fair price shops established? 
4. Key features of One Nation One Ration 

Card (RC) scheme. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration 
Card scheme. 

 

4. Influenza A(H5N8) virus: 
Context: 
Russia says it detected first case of H5N8 avian flu in humans, 
alerts WHO. 

● There are different subtypes of avian influenza viruses. 
While the highly contagious strain H5N8 is lethal for 
birds it has never before been reported to have spread 
to humans. 

 
About Avian influenza (bird flu): 

● It is a viral infection that can infect not only birds, but 
also humans and other animals. Most forms of the 
virus are restricted to birds. 

● It is a highly contagious viral disease affecting several 
species of food-producing birds (chickens, turkeys, 
quails, guinea fowl, etc.), as well as pet birds and wild 
birds. 

● Occasionally mammals, including humans, may contract avian influenza. 
● Influenza A viruses are classified into subtypes based on two surface proteins, Hemagglutinin (HA) and 

Neuraminidase (NA). 
 
Influenza A(H5N8) virus: 
According to Paris-based World Organisation for Animal Health, H5N8 avian influenza is a disease of birds, 
caused by Type “A" influenza viruses, which can affect several species of domestic poultry, such as chickens, 
turkeys, quails, guinea fowl, ducks, as well as pet birds, wild migratory birds and water fowl. 
 
Can the virus transfer to humans? 
There are no known cases of H5N8 in human beings. Risk to general public is very low. There is also no 
evidence that consumption of poultry meat or eggs could transmit the virus to humans. But necessary 
precautions are required while handling sick/dead birds and contaminated material during control and 
containment operations. It is considered safe to eat properly cooked poultry products. 
 
Control measures: 
Culling is usually undertaken to control the infection when it is detected in animals. Besides culling, safe 
disposal of all such culled animals and animal products is also important. The authorities also need to strictly 
enforce decontamination of infected premises and undertake quarantine of contaminated vehicles and 
personnel. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. When a country is declared free from Avian 
Influenza, who declares it? 

2. H5N1 vs H5N6 vs H9N2 vs H5N8. 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Bird Flu. Discuss how it can be 
prevented. 

 

5. Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog (RKA): 
Context: 
Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog (RKA) had recently cancelled its “indigenous cow science” examination after 
widespread criticism about its promotion of fake claims and pseudoscience. 
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● Now, the Animal Husbandry Department has said that RKA had “no mandate” to conduct such an 
examination. 

 
What's the issue? 
The RKA had announced a national “Kamdhenu Gau Vigyan Prachar Prasar Exam” to be held on February 25. 

● Reference materials for the exam made a number of unscientific claims, including that the dung of 
indigenous cows protected against radioactivity, their milk had traces of gold, and that cow slaughter 
caused earthquakes. 

● The RKA had the backing of the University Grants Commission (UGC), which publicised the 
examination, causing widespread outrage. 

 
About the Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog: 
Constituted in 2019, the Aayog is a high powered permanent apex advisory body with the mandate to help the 
Central Government to develop appropriate programmes for conservation, sustainable development and 
genetic upgradation of indigenous breeds of cows. 
It comes under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. 

● Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will function as an integral part of Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 
 
Functions: 

● Review existing laws, policies as well as suggest measures for optimum economic utilization of cow 
wealth for enhanced production and productivity, leading to higher farm income and better quality of 
life for the dairy farmers. 

● Advise and guide the Central Government and State Governments on policy matters concerning 
conservation, protection, development and welfare of cows and their progeny. 

● Promote schemes to encourage the use of organic manure and recommend suitable measures 
including incentive schemes for use of dung or urine of cow in organic manure by farmers to minimize 
the use of chemical fertilizers. 

● Make provisions for solutions to the problems related to abandoned cows in the country by providing 
technical inputs to Gaushalas, Gosadans and pinjarapoles. 

● Develop pastures or grazing lands and to associate with institutions or other bodies whether private or 
public, for the purpose of developing pastures and Gauchars. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are Gokul Grams? 
2. Can they be established in Metropolitan 

cities? 
3. Milch and unproductive animals ratio to be 

maintained by Gokul Grams. 
4. About the National Programme for Bovine 

Breeding and Dairy Development (NPBBD). 

5. When was the Rashtriya Gokul Mission 
launched? 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GST8AE7V5.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects 
on industrial growth. 

1. Why prices of Petrol and Diesel are rising? 
Context: 
Retail prices of automobile fuels have reached record highs across the country. 
 
How retail prices are linked to crude oil prices? 
Retail petrol and diesel prices are in theory decontrolled or linked to global crude oil prices. Which means that 
if crude prices fall, as has largely been the trend since February, retails prices should come down too, and vice 
versa. 
 
But, why is it not happening so? 
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By sharply hiking excise duty as global oil prices fell, the government has practically controlled the price of the 
auto fuels, mopping up any savings that may have accrued to consumers owing to low global prices. 

● The government does this to boost revenues. 
 
Implications for OmCs and consumers: 
Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) are free to set prices for petrol and diesel based on international prices on 
paper. Increase in central levies has meant that the consumer hasn’t benefited from low international prices 
and has ended up bearing the cost of rising crude oil prices. 

● The urban population would be more impacted by rising fuel prices than the rural population however, 
a weak monsoon may lead to rural India being hit as farmers are forced to rely more on diesel-powered 
irrigation. 

 
Why crude oil prices are rising now? 

● Prices collapsed in April 2020 after the pandemic spread around the world, and demand fell away. But 
as economies have reduced travel restrictions and factory output has picked up, global demand has 
improved, and prices have been recovering. 

● The controlled production of crude amid rising demand has been another key factor in boosting oil 
prices, with Saudi Arabia voluntarily cutting its daily output by 1 million barrels per day to 8.125 million 
barrels per day through February and March. 

 

2. Production-linked incentive scheme: 
Context: 
The Union Cabinet has approved the production-linked incentive scheme for the telecom sector with an 
outlay of ₹12,195 crore over five years. 

● The implementation scheme will start from April 1, 2021. 
 
Significance: 

● The scheme is expected to encourage production of equipment worth Rs 2.44 lakh crore and create 
direct and indirect employment for about 40,000 people. 

● The scheme is expected to bring investment of over Rs 3,000 crore and generate significant direct and 
indirect employment and taxes both. 

 
About the PLI scheme: 

1. The scheme aims to make India a global hub for manufacturing telecom equipment. 
2. Its eligibility criteria include achievement of a minimum threshold of cumulative incremental 

investment and incremental sales of manufactured goods. 
3. The incentive structure ranges between 4% and 7% for different categories and years. Financial year 

2019-20 will be treated as the base year for computation of cumulative incremental sales of 
manufactured goods net of taxes. 

4. Minimum investment threshold for MSMEs has been kept at Rs 10 crore and for others at Rs 100 crore. 
5. Once qualified, the investor will be incentivised up to 20 times of minimum investment threshold 

enabling them to utilise their unused capacity. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Production linked incentive scheme- when 
was it announced? 

2. Incentives under the scheme is available 
to? 

3. What kind of investments will be 
considered? 

4. Duration of the scheme. 
5. Who will implement it? 

 
Mains Link: 
What is the production linked incentive scheme for 
electronics manufacturers? Discuss. 

 

3. Govt. likely file appeal against Cairn arbitration award: 
Context: 
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The Centre is likely to file an appeal against the $1.4 billion international arbitration award won by Cairn Energy 
in a tax dispute. 

● The government intends to defend its sovereign right in taxation and will file an appeal against the 
tribunal ordering India to return $1.4 billion to the British firm. 

 
What's the Concern now? 
Cairn has indicated it could seize overseas assets such as aircraft and ships if New Delhi fails to comply with the 
arbitration award and return the value of the shares sold, dividend seized and tax refund withheld by the 
income tax department to recover part of the tax demand it had raised using retrospective legislation. 
 
What's the case? 
Cairn had challenged the Indian government seeking taxes over an internal business reorganisation using the 
2012 retrospective tax law, under the UK-India Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

● In 2011, Cairn Energy sold its majority stake in Cairn India to Vedanta Ltd, reducing its stake in the 
Indian company to about 10 per cent. 

● In 2014, the Indian tax department had demanded Rs 10,247 crore ($1.4 billion) in taxes. 
 
What had the tribunal ruled? 

● India’s claim of Rs 10,247 crore in past taxes over a 2006-07 internal reorganisation of Cairn’s India 
business was not a valid demand. 

● India should pay the funds 
withheld along with the interest to 
the Scottish oil explorer for seizing 
dividend, tax refund, and sale of 
shares to partly recover the dues. 

● India had breached its obligations 
to Cairn under the UK-India 
Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

 
How the issue reached arbitration 
tribunal? 
Cairn’s claim was brought under the terms 
of the UK-India Bilateral Investment 
Treaty, the legal seat of the tribunal was 
the Netherlands, and the proceedings were under the registry of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Arbitration? 
2. Recent Amendments. 
3. About the International Court of 

Arbitration. 
4. About the Arbitration Council of India. 
5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996 

Act. 

6. PCA- composition, functions and members. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the Arbitration and 
Conciliation (Amendment) Act. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GNN8A0DM6.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. New 'Public Sector Enterprise Policy': 
Context: 
The government recently released a new 'Public Sector Enterprise Policy'. 
 
Under the New Policy: 

1. Strategic: Atomic energy, space, defence, trans and telecom, power, petro, coal, other minerals, 
banking, insurance and financial services will be classified as strategic sectors. 
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2. Privatization: The remaining companies in strategic sectors will be considered for 
privatization/merger/closure and non-strategic sectors will be considered for privatization, where 
feasible or for closure. 

3. In strategic sectors, the minimum presence of existing companies at the holding level will be retained 
under government control. 

4. The strategic sectors have limited number of players restricting it to maximum four public sector 
enterprises of the holding nature. 

 
Significance: 
Having a robust disinvestment policy would be critical for the government at a time when it needs resources to 
bridge the fiscal gap and for spending on key policy initiatives to battle Covid-19 pandemic affected economy. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GNN8A0DM4.1&imageview=0. 
 

5. ‘One Nation One Standard’ Mission: 
Context: 
Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal has stressed on the need for 'One Nation One Standard' to 
bring uniformity and said labs testing in India should be of global standards. 
The minister said this while reviewing the work of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). 
 
What is it? 

● The ‘One Nation One Standard’ Mission was first deliberated in September, 2019. 
● The mission was envisioned on the line of ‘one nation, one ration card' scheme in order to ensure 

quality products in the country. 
● The purpose is to converge multiple standards with the BIS which is a recognised national body for 

standardisation in India. 
 
Need for: 

● The strength and character of a nation is often exemplified by the standards it sets for the quality of its 
products and services. 

● Bringing a national uniformity and standardization in all kinds of public procurement and tendering can 
be an immediate deliverable. 

● The uniform national standards will help in making it mandatory for more products. 
 
About the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): 

● BIS is the only national body that frames standards.  
● It works under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of 

India.  
● BIS is responsible for the harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and 

quality certification of goods and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 
The Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 2016 establishes the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) as the National 
Standards Body of India. 

● The Act enables the Central Government to appoint any authority/agency, in addition to the BIS, to 
verify the conformity of products and services with the established standard and  issue certificate of 
conformity. 

● There is a provision for repair or recall, of the products (bearing Standard Mark) that do not conform to 
the relevant Indian Standard. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About BIS. 
2. Functions. 

3. Overview of BIS Act 2016. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for ‘One Nation One Standard’ 
Mission. 
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Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

1. Lithium deposits in Mandya district of Karnataka: 
Context: 
Preliminary surveys on surface and limited subsurface by Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration and 
Research (AMD) have shown presence of Lithium resources of 1,600 tonnes in the pegmatites of Marlagalla – 
Allapatna area, Mandya district, Karnataka. 
 
About Lithium: 
It is a soft, silvery-white metal. Under standard conditions, it is the lightest metal and the lightest solid 
element. 
It is highly reactive and flammable, and must be stored in mineral oil. It is an alkali metal and a rare metal. 
 
Key Characteristics and Properties: 

● It has the highest specific heat capacity of any solid element. 
● Lithium's single balance electron allows it to be a good conductor of electricity. 
● It is flammable and can even explode when exposed to air and water. 

 
Uses: 

1. Lithium is a key element for new technologies and finds its use in ceramics, glass, telecommunication 
and aerospace industries.   

2. The well-known uses of Lithium are in Lithium ion batteries, lubricating grease, high energy additive to 
rocket propellants, optical modulators for mobile phones and as convertor to tritium used as a raw 
material for thermonuclear reactions i.e. fusion.   

 
Prescribed substance: 
The thermonuclear application makes Lithium as “Prescribed substance” under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 
which permits AMD for exploration of Lithium in various geological domains of the country. 

● Under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, “Prescribed Substance” means any substance including any 
mineral which the Central Government may, by notification, prescribe, being a substance which in its 
opinion is or may be used for the production or use of atomic energy or research into matters 
connected therewith and includes uranium, plutonium, thorium, beryllium, deuterium or any of their 
respective derivatives or  compounds or any other materials containing any of the aforesaid 
substances. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Lithium. 
2. Properties. 
3. Uses. 

4. Lithium reserves in India. 
5. Lithium reserves across the world. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the advantages of lithium ion batteries. 

 

2. National Rail Plan (NRP): 
Context: 
The Government has issued the Draft Final Report of the National Rail Plan. 

● The Plan aims at providing a long term perspective planning for augmenting the Railway Network. 
 
Objectives of the plan: 

1. To create capacity ahead of demand by 2030, which in turn would cater to growth in demand right up 
to 2050. 

2. To increase the modal share of Railways from 27% currently to 45% in freight by 2030 as part of a 
national commitment to reduce Carbon emission and to continue to sustain it. 

3. To assess the actual demand in freight and passenger sectors, a yearlong survey was conducted over 
hundred representative locations by survey teams spread all over the country. 

4. Forecast growth of traffic in both freight and passenger year on year up to 2030 and on a decadal basis 
up to 2050. 
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5. Formulate strategies based on both operational capacities and commercial policy initiatives to increase 
modal share of the Railways in freight to 45% by 2030. 

6. Reduce transit time of freight substantially by increasing average speed of freight trains from present 
22Kmph to 50Kmph. 

7. Reduce overall cost of Rail transportation by nearly 30% and pass on the benefits to the customers. 
 
As part of the National Rail Plan, Vision 2024 has been launched for accelerated implementation of certain 
critical projects by 2024 such as: 

1. 100% electrification. 
2. Multitracking of congested routes. 
3. Upgradation of speed to 160 kmph on Delhi-Howrah and Delhi-Mumbai routes. 
4. Upgradation of speed to 130kmph on all other Golden Quadrilateral-Golden Diagonal (GQ/GD) routes. 
5. Elimination of all Level Crossings on all GQ/GD route. 

 

3. Denmark to create world’s first energy island in the North Sea: 
Context: 
Denmark has approved a plan to build the world’s first energy island in the North Sea. 
 
About the Project: 

● The artificial island, in its initial phase, will be the size of 18 football fields. 
● It will be linked to hundreds of offshore wind turbines and will supply both power to households and 

green hydrogen for use in shipping, aviation, industry and heavy transport. 
● The island will produce and store enough green energy to cover the electricity needs of three million 

European households. 
 
Significance: 
The move came as the European Union unveiled plans to transform its electricity system to rely mostly on 
renewable energy within a decade and increase its offshore wind energy capacity 25-fold by 2050. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-denmarks-artificial-energy-island-project-
7176169/. 

 

4. Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga project: 
Context: 
GAIL (India) Ltd has put West Bengal on the gas map of India after it completed laying a Rs 2,433-crore pipeline 
that will bring to the state cooking fuel that is cheaper than LPG and CNG that costs less than petrol and diesel, 
and fuel to produce urea for all its requirement. 

● The 348-kilometer pipeline from Dobhi in Bihar to Durgapur in West Bengal is part of the Pradhan 
Mantri Urja Ganga project. 

 
About the Project: 

● Inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his constituency Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 
● A pipeline of length 2540 km is under construction from the states of Uttar Pradesh to Odisha. 

 
Objectives: 

● To provide piped cooking gas to the households of Varanasi within next two years and to millions 
others in neighbour states after one more year. 

● To create 25 industrial clusters in these states which can utilise the gas as fuel and generate 
employment in these areas. 

 
Length wise distribution: 

1. The state of UP gets the gas line of length 338 km. Bihar state will get about 441 km long line. 
2. Jharkhand gets 500 KM long. 
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3. West Bengal will have the pipe line of length 542 km and Odisha gets benefited by 718 km pipeline. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Project. 
2. Objectives. 
3. Targets. 
4. Length wise distribution of the project. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the project. 

 

 

5. Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020: 
Context: 
The Rajya Sabha passed the Major Ports Authority Bill, 2020 with 84 votes in favour and 44 against. 

● The Bill aimed to make the ports world class and give the port authorities power to make their own 
decisions. 

● The bill will replace the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963. 
 
Aims and objectives: 

1. Decentralise decision making and infuse professionalism in governance of major ports. 
2. Impart faster and transparent decision making benefiting the stakeholders and better project 

execution capability. 
3. Reorient the governance model in central ports to landlord port model in line with the successful 

global practice. 
 
Key features: 
The Bill proposes to create a Board of Major Port Authority, for each major port. These Boards will replace the 
existing Port Trusts under the 1963 Act, that are comprised of members appointed by the central government. 
 
Composition of Board: 
The Board will comprise of a Chairperson and a Deputy Chairperson, to be appointed by the central 
government on the recommendation of a selection committee. Further, it will include one member each from 
(i) concerned State Government in which the Major Port is situated, (ii) Ministry of Railways, (iii) Ministry of 
Defence, and (iv) Customs Department.  
 
The Board will also include two to four independent members, two members representing the interests of the 
employees of the Major Port Authority, and one member not below the rank of Director (nominated by the 
Central Government). 
 
Powers of the Board: 
The Bill allows the Board to use its property, assets and funds as deemed fit for the development of the major 
port. The Board can also make rules on: (i) declaring availability of port assets for port related activities and 
services, (ii) developing infrastructure facilities such as setting up new ports, jetties, and (iii) providing 
exemption or remission from payment of any charges on any goods or vessels. 
 
Adjudicatory Board: 
The Bill proposes to constitute an Adjudicatory Board, to be appointed by the Central Government, to replace 
the existing Tariff Authority under the 1963 Act. It will consist of a Presiding Officer and two members. 
 
Functions of Adjudicatory Board: 
Functions of the Adjudicatory Board will include: (i) certain functions being carried out by the Tariff Authority 
for Major Ports, (ii) adjudicating on disputes or claims related to rights and obligations of major ports and PPP 
concessionaires, and (iii) reviewing stressed PPP projects. 
 
What are the concerns against the Bill? 

1. The Bill may encourage privatization of Shipping & Ports sector. 
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2. There is no clarity so far as the Selection Committee that will appoint the Chairperson to the 
Adjudicatory Board is concerned. 

 
What is landlord model? 

● In the landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts as a regulatory body and as 
landlord while private companies carry out port operations—mainly cargo-handling activities. 

● Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port while the infrastructure is leased to private 
firms that provide and maintain their own superstructure and install own equipment to handle cargo. 

● In return, the landlord port gets a share of the revenue from the private entity. 
● The role of the landlord port authority would be to carry out all public sector services and operations 

such as the award of bids for cargo terminals and dredging. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Major vs Minor ports, location of major ports in India 
2. Major ports are administered by and minor ports are administered by. 
3. Major Port Trusts Act, 1963 vs Major Port Authorities Bill 2020. 
4. Landlord port model vs Service Port model vs Hybrid Annuity Model. 
5. Composition of Board of Port Authority. 
6. Role of state governments in creating specific master plan for ports located there. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on the Landlord Port model. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GI288VKK5.1&imageview=0. 
 

6. National Coal Index: 
Context: 
Ministry of Coal has started Commercial Auction of coal mines on revenue share basis.  

● In order to arrive at the revenue share based on market prices of coal, National Coal Index (NCI) was 
conceptualized.  

 
What is the NCI? 
The NCI is a price index which reflects the change of price level of coal on a particular month relative to the 
fixed base year.  

● The base year for the NCI is FY 2017-18.  
● Rolled out on 4th June 2020. 

The aim is to have an index that will truly reflect the market price of coal. 
 
Benefits: 

● For taxation purpose, the Coal Index will be the base indicator. 
● For future calculation of upfront amount and intrinsic value of mine, this Index will be helpful. 
● For calculation of annual escalation (monthly payment), this index can be basis. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NCI. 
2. Key features. 
3. Types of coal. 
4. What is Coal Gasification? 
5. How is it done? 
6. What are the byproducts? 

7. Benefits of Gasification? 
8. What is Underground Coal Gasification? 
9. What is coal liquefaction? 
10. Benefits of Liquefaction. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on goal gasification and liquefaction. 
Discuss their significance. 
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7. FASTags: 
Context: 
Union Road Transport and Highways Ministry has decided that all lanes in the fee plazas on National Highways 
shall be declared as 'FASTag lane of the fee plaza' from midnight of 15th/16th February 2021. 

● Any vehicle not fitted with FASTag will have to pay twice the fee for the category of the vehicle they are 
driving at electronic toll plazas across India. 

 
How does FASTag work? 

● The device employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for payments directly from the 
prepaid or savings account linked to it. 

● It is affixed on the windscreen, so the vehicle can drive through plazas without stopping. 
● The payment 

method is a part 
of the National 
Electronic Toll 
Collection (NETC) 
programme. The 
National 
Payments 
Corporation of 
India (NPCI) 
collects the 
payments. 

  
Why do we need this 
scheme? 

● According to the 
National 
Highways 
Authority of India 
(NHAI), these devices will make passing through tolls considerably smoother since drivers will no longer 
have to carry cash or stop to make a transaction. 

● Cameras at toll booths will take photos of passengers in a vehicle, which will be useful for the Ministry 
of Home Affairs as there will be a record of a vehicle’s movement. 

 

8. National Hydrogen Mission: 
Context: 
Energy transition is underway at an exceptional level and several countries are betting on hydrogen to emerge 
as the top clean fuel with its high energy density and versatility. 

● Government of India’s (GOI) National Hydrogen Energy Mission (NHM) initiative will capitalise on this. 
 
Efforts in this regard: 

● Recently, the Finance Minister in the Union budget for 2020-21 formally announced the NHM which 
aims for generation of hydrogen from green power resources. 

● The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has also disclosed that the draft regulations for 
NHM will be finalised by the end of this month and will thereafter proceed for approval of the Union 
Cabinet. 

 
Challenges for India: 

1. One of the colossal challenges faced by the industry for using hydrogen commercially is the economic 
sustainability of extracting green or blue hydrogen. 

2. The technology used in production and use of hydrogen like carbon capture and storage (CCS) and 
hydrogen fuel cell technology are at nascent stage and is expensive which in turn increases the cost of 
production of hydrogen. 
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3. The maintenance costs for fuel cells post-completion of a plant can be costly, like in South Korea. 
4. The commercial usage of hydrogen as a fuel and in industries requires mammoth investment in R&D of 

such technology and infrastructure for production, storage, transportation and demand creation for 
hydrogen. 

 
What is Hydrogen fuel? 
Hydrogen is the lightest and first element on the periodic table. Since the weight of hydrogen is less than air, 
it rises in the atmosphere and is therefore rarely found in its pure form, H2. 
At standard temperature and pressure, hydrogen is a nontoxic, nonmetallic, odorless, tasteless, colorless, and 
highly combustible diatomic gas. 
Hydrogen fuel is a zero-emission fuel burned with oxygen. It can be used in fuel cells or internal combustion 
engines. It is also used as a fuel for spacecraft propulsion. 
 
Occurrence of Hydrogen: 

● It is the most abundant element in the universe. The sun and other stars are composed largely of 
hydrogen. 

● Astronomers estimate that 90% of the atoms in the universe are hydrogen atoms. Hydrogen is a 
component of more compounds than any other element. 

● Water is the most abundant compound of hydrogen found on earth. 
● Molecular hydrogen is not available on Earth in convenient natural reservoirs. Most hydrogen on 

Earth is bonded to oxygen in water and to carbon in live or dead and/or fossilized biomass. It can be 
created by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen. 

 
Storage: 
Hydrogen can be stored physically as either a gas or a liquid. 

● Storage of hydrogen as a gas typically requires high-pressure tanks. 
● Storage of hydrogen as a liquid requires cryogenic temperatures because the boiling point of hydrogen 

at one atmosphere pressure is −252.8°C. 
● Hydrogen can also be stored on the surfaces of solids (by adsorption) or within solids (by absorption). 

 
Potential of clean hydrogen industry in reducing greenhouse gas emissions: 

1. The only by-product or emission that results from the usage of hydrogen fuel is water — making the 
fuel 100 per cent clean. 

2. Hydrogen is considered an alternative fuel. It is due to its ability to power fuel cells in zero-emission 
electric vehicles, its potential for domestic production, and the fuel cell’s potential for high efficiency. 

3. In fact, a fuel cell coupled with an electric motor is two to three times more efficient than an internal 
combustion engine running on gasoline. 

4. Hydrogen can also serve as fuel for internal combustion engines. 
5. The energy in 2.2 pounds (1 kilogram) of hydrogen gas contains about the same as the energy in 1 

gallon (6.2 pounds, 2.8 kilograms) of gasoline. 
 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/electric-vehicle-technology-hydrogen-car-national-hydrogen-
mission-7193217/. 
 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology. 

1. What is Einsteinium? 
Context: 
With a new study published in the journal Nature last week, for the first time, researchers have been able to 
characterise some of the properties of Einsteinium. 
 
What is Einsteinium? 
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Named after Einstein, it was discovered in 1952 in the debris of the first hydrogen bomb (the detonation of a 
thermonuclear device called “Ivy Mike” in the Pacific Ocean). 

● Ivy Mike was detonated on November 1, 1952 as part of a test at a remote island location called 
Elugelab on the Eniwetok Atoll in the South Pacific. 

 
Properties: 

● It is difficult to create and is highly radioactive. 
● The most common isotope of the element, einsteinium 253 has a half-life of 20 days. 
● Einsteinium-254 is one of the more stable isotopes of the element that has a half-life of 276 days. 
● The element is also not visible to the naked eye and after it was discovered, it took over nine years to 

manufacture enough of it so that it could be seen with the naked eye. 
● Because of its high radioactivity and short half-life of all einsteinium isotopes, even if the element was 

present on Earth during its formation, it has most certainly decayed. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Einsteinium? 
2. Properties. 
3. When was it discovered? 
4. What is Ivy Mike? 

 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on Einsteinium. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-what-is-einsteinium-the-mysterious-element-
named-after-albert-einstein-7179967/. 

 

2. RT-PCR tests: What it is and how it is done? 
Context: 
Centre asks states to scale up RT-PCR tests, boost checks. 
 
How RT-PCR is used for detecting Covid-19?  
The causative agent for Covid19 is the SARS-CoV-2 virus. It is an RNA virus, that means it infiltrates a healthy 
cell to multiply and survive. 

● Thus, the RT-PCR test is for the identification of SARS-CoV-2 RNA. In this, the RNA is converted to DNA 
through a process called ‘reverse transcription’ for detecting viruses. 

 
How it is carried out? (Note: Read it just for the sake of understanding). 

1. The SARS-CoV-2 RNA is generally detectable in respiratory specimens during the acute phase of 
infection. 

2. For that upper and lower respiratory specimens (such as nasal, nasopharyngeal) are collected. 
3. This sample is treated with several chemical solutions that remove substances, such as proteins and 

fats, and extracts only the RNA present in the sample.  
4. Real-time RT-PCR setup usually goes through 35 cycles, which means that by the end of the process, 

around 35 billion new copies of the sections of viral DNA are created from each strand of the virus 
present in the sample. 

5. As new copies of the viral DNA sections are built, the marker labels attach to the DNA strands and then 
release a fluorescent dye, which is measured by the machine’s computer and presented in real-time on 
the screen. The computer tracks the amount of fluorescence in the sample after each cycle. When the 
amount goes over a certain level of fluorescence, this confirms that the virus is present. 

 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference between RNA and DNA. 
2. Differences between RT PCR and antibody 

tests. 

3. What is a RNA virus? How it survives? 
4. What are antibodies? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of RT- PCR test.
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Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. What is Stardust 1.0, the first rocket to run on biofuel? 
Context: 
Stardust 1.0 was launched on Jan 31st from Loring Commerce Centre in Maine, US. 

● It has become the first commercial space launch powered by biofuel, which is non-toxic for the 
environment as opposed to traditionally used rocket fuels. 

● Stardust 1.0 is a launch vehicle 
suited for student and budget 
payloads. 

 
What are Biofuels? 
Any hydrocarbon fuel that is produced from 
an organic matter (living or once living 
material) in a short period of time (days, 
weeks, or even months) is considered a 
biofuel. 
Biofuels may be solid, liquid or gaseous in 
nature. 

1. Solid: Wood, dried plant material, 
and manure. 

2. Liquid: Bioethanol and Biodiesel. 
3. Gaseous: Biogas. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a biofuel? 
2. Categorisation of biofuels. 
3. Overview of National Policy on Biofuels. 
4. What is ethanol? How is it produced? 
5. About Stardust 1.0. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the importance of biofuels for 
India? Critically examine whether the national 

policy on biofuels will help India unlock it’s biofuel 
potential? 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-what-is-stardust-1-0-the-first-rocket-to-run-
on-biofuel-7170230/. 

 

2. Square Kilometre Array: 
Context: 
On 4th Feb, the Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO) Council held its maiden meeting and approved 
the establishment of the world’s largest radio telescope. 
 
About SKAO: 

● SKAO is a new intergovernmental organisation dedicated to radio astronomy and is headquartered in 
the UK. 

● At the moment, organisations from ten countries are 
a part of the SKAO. 

● These include Australia, Canada, China, India, Italy, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, the Netherlands 
and the UK. 

 
What are radio telescopes? 

● Unlike optical telescopes, radio telescopes can detect 
invisible gas and, therefore, they can reveal areas of 
space that may be obscured by cosmic dust. 

● The first radio signals were detected by physicist Karl 
Jansky in the 1930s. 
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● The Arecibo telescope in Puerto Rico, which was the second-largest single-dish radio telescope in the 
world, collapsed in December 2020. The telescope was built in 1963. 

 
About SKA Telescope: 

● The telescope is proposed to be the largest radio telescope in the world. 
● It will be located in Africa and Australia whose operation, maintenance and construction will be 

overseen by SKAO. 
● The completion is expected to take nearly a decade at a cost of over £1.8 billion. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About SKA. 
2. About SKAO. 

3. What are radio telescopes? 
4. How are they different from optical 

telescopes? 

 

3. Hope: UAE’s first mission to Mars: 
Context: 
HOPE Mission- the first Arab interplanetary mission is expected to reach Mars’ orbit on Tuesday in what is 
considered the most critical part of the journey to unravel the secrets of weather on the Red Planet. 
 
About the Hope mission: 
The Hope mission is a Mars orbiter spacecraft, which will study the thin atmosphere of Mars. 
The mission is officially named the Emirates Mars Mission (EMM) and the orbiter has been named Hope or ‘Al 
Amal’. 

● It is the first interplanetary mission for the Arab World. 
 
The Hope orbiter: 
The Hope probe has a mission life of one Martian year, which is almost two Earth years. 
 
The three main objectives of the Hope probe are: 

1. to understand the climate dynamics and global weather map of Mars by studying the lower 
atmosphere of Mars. 

2. to explain how the weather of Mars affects the escape of hydrogen and oxygen, by correlating 
conditions in the lower and upper atmosphere. 

3. to understand the presence and variability of hydrogen and oxygen in the upper atmosphere, and why 
Mars is losing these gases to space. 

 
Significance of the mission: 

1. It is a known fact that the Red Planet was once habitable, from signatures of flowing water and organic 
material that point to a past that could have supported living things. 

2. An understanding of Mars’ past could help scientists understand the future of Earth. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
Overview of: 

1. HOPE Mission. 
2. MAVEN. 
3. Mars Orbiter Mission. 
4. NASA’s curiosity and opportunity. 

5. ExoMars. 
6. Odyssey. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G8C88JRSE.1&imageview=0. 

 

4. China's Tianwen-1 probe: 
Context: 
China's Tianwen-1 probe has successfully entered orbit around Mars after a 6-1/2-month journey from Earth. 
 
What next? 
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● In about three months, the Tianwen-1 will attempt to send a landing capsule carrying a 240-kilogram 
rover in a rapid seven-minute descent onto a massive plain in the northern hemisphere of Mars known 
as Utopia Planitia. 

 
About Tianwen-1: 

● China’s first Mars probe is called Tianwen-1 (formerly Huoxing 1). 
● The spacecraft consists of an orbiter, a lander and a rover. 
● Launched last year on a Long March 5 rocket from Xichang, China. 
● Landing site: Somewhere in Utopia Planitia, a vast plain in Mars’ northern latitudes and the same place 

NASA’s Viking 2 mission landed in the 1970s.  
● If the mission is successful, China will become the third country to achieve a Mars landing after the 

USSR and the United States. 
 
There are five core science objectives: 

1. Create a geological map of Mars. 
2. Explore the characteristics of the Martian soil and potentially locate water-ice deposits. 
3. Analyze the surface material composition. 
4. Investigate the Martian atmosphere and climate at the surface. 
5. Understand the electromagnetic and gravitational fields of the planet. 

 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Objectives of the mission. 
2. Others Mars missions. 
3. India's Mars mission. 

 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of the mission. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/chinas-tianwen-1-probe-successfully-
enters-mars-orbit/article33807547.ece/amp/. 

 

5. ISRO Announces ‘Bhuvan’: 
Context: 
The Department of Space (DoS), under which ISRO comes, has signed an MoU with geospatial technology 
company CE Info Systems Pvt Ltd. 

● The collaboration will enable them to jointly identify and build a holistic geospatial portal utilising earth 
observation datasets, 'NavIC', Web Services and APIs (application programming interface) available in 
MapmyIndia. 

● The geospatial portals will be called 'Bhuvan', 'VEDAS' and 'MOSDAC'. 
 
Key facts: 
Bhuvan is the national geo-portal developed and hosted by ISRO comprising geospatial data, services, and tools 
for analysis. 
VEDAS (Visualisation of Earth observation Data and Archival System) is an online geoprocessing platform that 
uses optical, microwave, thermal, and hyperspectral EO data covering applications particularly meant for 
academia, research and problem solving. 
MOSDAC (Meteorological and Oceanographic Satellite Data Archival Centre) is a data repository for all the 
meteorological missions of ISRO and deals with weather-related information, oceanography, and tropical water 
cycles. 
 
What is NAVIC? 
Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC) is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to 
provide position information in the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland. 
 
NavIC will provide two types of services: 

1. Standard Positioning Service (SPS) which is provided to all the users. 
2. Restricted Service (RS), which is an encrypted service provided only to the authorised users. 
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Its applications include: 

1. Terrestrial, Aerial and Marine Navigation. 
2. Disaster Management. 
3. Vehicle tracking and fleet management. 
4. Integration with mobile phones. 
5. Precise Timing. 

6. Mapping and Geodetic data capture. 
7. Terrestrial navigation aid for hikers and 

travellers. 
8. Visual and voice navigation for drivers. 

 
How many satellites does NAVIC consist of?  
It is powered by eight IRNSS satellites, of which one provides messaging services. 
Three of these will be geostationary over the Indian Ocean, i.e., they will appear to be stationary in the sky over 
the region, and four will be geosynchronous – appearing at the same point in the sky at the same time every 
day. 

● This configuration ensures each satellite is being tracked by at least one of fourteen ground stations at 
any given point of time, with a high chance of most of them being visible from any point in India. 

  
Why it is necessary to have indigenous global navigation system? 
Having a global navigation system bolsters the ability of a nation to serve as a net security provider, especially 
through the guarantee of such assurance policies. It can also play a significant role in relief efforts post 
disasters such as the tsunami in the Indian Ocean region in 2004 and the Pakistan-India earthquake in 2005. 
 

6. NASA Perseverance: 
Context: 
After a seven months' journey from Earth, the NASA Perseverance is in its final stretch towards destination 
Mars. 
 
About the Perseverance rover: 

● Launched on July of 2020. 
● It is expected to touch down on Mars at the Jezero Crater. 
● The primary task of Perseverance is to seek signs of ancient life and collect samples of rock and 

reglolith to possibly return these to Earth. 
● Perseverance is fueled by electrical power by using heat of plutonium's radioactive decay. 
● NASA Perseverance gets shape memory alloys to remain steady on surface of Mars. 
● Armed with drills, cameras and lasers, Perseverance is set to explore Mars. 

 
Why is this mission significant? 

1. Perseverance will carry a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for the 
first time will manufacture molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the carbon-dioxide-
rich atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use of local resources to meet 
human needs or requirements of the spacecraft). 

2. It will carry Ingenuity, the first ever helicopter to fly on Mars. This is the first time NASA will fly a 
helicopter on another planet or satellite. 

 
Previous Mars Missions by NASA: 

1. NASA has been sending rovers on Mars since 1997 when the Mars Pathfinder Mission was initiated. 
2. As the mission turned out to be successful, NASA decided to continue going to Mars to find evidence. 
3. Second time, the space organization sent twin rovers, Spirit and Opportunity to Mars in 2003. 
4. The third attempt was by sending Curiosity in 2012. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Missions to Mars. 
2. Perseverance- objectives. 

3. Instruments onboard. 
4. About the UAE’s Hope and China’s 

Tianwen-1 spacecraft. 
5. Pathfinder mission. 
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Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

1. Ethanol as an alternate fuel: 
Context: 
Government has been promoting use of ethanol as a blend stock with main automotive fuel like petrol in line 
with the National Policy on Biofuels (NBP) -2018 under the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme. 

● This policy envisages an indicative target of blending 20% ethanol in petrol by 2030. 
 
Efforts by the Government in this regard: 

1. Government has allowed production of ethanol from sugarcane and food grain based raw-materials. 
2. The Government has fixed the ex-mill price of ethanol from sugarcane based raw-materials. 
3. Remunerative prices of ethanol produced from different feedstock has been fixed. 
4. The government has notified interest subvention schemes for setting up of molasses and grain based 

new distilleries or expansion of existing distilleries. 
 
Ethanol: 

● Ethanol can be produced from sugarcane, maize, wheat, etc which are having high starch content. 
● In India, ethanol is mainly produced from sugarcane molasses by fermentation process. 
● Ethanol can be mixed with gasoline to form different blends. 
● As the ethanol molecule contains oxygen, it allows the engine to more completely combust the fuel, 

resulting in fewer emissions and thereby reducing the occurrence of environmental pollution. 
● Since ethanol is produced from plants that harness the power of the sun, ethanol is also considered as 

renewable fuel. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is ethanol? How is it produced? 
2. Difference between ethanol and molasses? 
3. What is ethanol blending programme? 

4. Benefits of ethanol blending? 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on the 2013 EBP programme. 

 

2. Parliamentary Panel report on 5G in India: 
Key findings by the panel: 

● Despite the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) having submitted a report on the steps to make 
India 5G ready as early as August 2018, there was very little progress on the ground. 

● Challenges: Lack of various approvals around spectrum such as uncertainty around auctions, high 
reserve price of spectrum, inadequate and poor development of test cases, low reach of optical fibre 
across India, and deficient back-haul capacity. 

 
What needs to be done? 

1. The country must expedite its approvals process and sort out issues such as spectrum auction, back-
haul capacity, price and user test cases to catch up with other countries which have taken a lead in 5G 
network deployment. 

2. The DoT should reach an understanding with the Department of Space and Ministry of Defence at the 
earliest to earmark the 
allocation of spectrum waves. 

 
What is 5G? 

● 5G is the next generation of 
mobile broadband that will 
eventually replace, or at least 
augment 4G LTE connection. 

● 5G offers exponentially faster 
download and upload speeds. 
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● 5G will deliver multi-Gbps peak rates, ultra-low latency, massive capacity, and a more uniform user 
experience. 

 
Where does India stand in the 5G technology race? 
All the three private telecom players, Reliance Jio Infocomm, Bharti Airtel and Vi have been urging the DoT to 
lay out a clear road map of spectrum allocation and 5G frequency bands, so that they would be able to plan the 
roll out of their services accordingly.  

● One big hurdle, however, is the lack of flow of cash and adequate capital with at least two of the three 
players, namely Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea. 

● On the other hand, Reliance Jio plans to launch an indigenously built 5G network for the country as 
early as the second half of this year. 

 
What is the global progress on 5G? 
More than governments, global telecom companies have started building 5G networks and rolling it out to 
their customers on a trial basis. In countries like the US, companies such as AT&T, T-Mobile, and Verizon have 
taken the lead when it comes to rolling out commercial 5G for their users. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is 5G? 
2. Differences between 3G, 4G and 5G. 
3. Applications. 
4. What is a spectrum? 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of 5G technology. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-why-parliamentary-panel-think-india-may-
miss-the-5g-bus-7184188/. 

 

3. 17 major OTT players adopt self-regulatory toolkit: 
Context: 
Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) has announced the adoption of a comprehensive 
implementation toolkit, which is in line with ‘Universal Self-Regulation Code’ for online curate content 
providers (OCCP) that was put in motion on September 4, 2020. 

● The toolkit not only aims to set out guiding principles and code of ethics, it also addresses the feedback 
received from the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on the issues of conflict of interest and 
prohibited content. 

 
Self-regulatory code: 

● Last year, as many as 15 major OTT platforms in India signed a self-regulation code. 
● The code prohibited five types of content, including content which deliberately and maliciously 

disrespects the national emblem or flag and any visuals or story lines that promotes child pornography. 
● The objective is to govern their curated streaming content. They aim to do this by adhering to 

disclosures such as, specifying maturity ratings and content descriptors. 
 
What is OTT? 
An “over-the-top” media service is any online content provider that offers streaming media as a standalone 
product. 

● The term is commonly applied to video-on-demand platforms, but also refers to audio streaming, 
messaging services, or internet-based voice calling solutions. 

● OTT services circumvent traditional media distribution channels such as telecommunications networks 
or cable television providers. 

● As long as you have access to an internet connection — either locally or through a mobile network — 
you can access the complete service at your leisure. 

 
Why they are gaining popularity? 

1. High-value content at low cost. 
2. Original content like Netflix and Amazon prime. 
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3. Compatibility with multiple devices. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9N893U3T.1&imageview=0. 
 

4. What is net neutrality? 
Context: 
Industry body Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) has urged the government to bring over-the-top 
(OTT) service providers like WhatsApp, Google Duo etc under licensing regime and defer net neutrality rules on 
telecom operators till the time 'same service same rules' are applied on the apps. 
 
What's the issue? 
Telecom operators have been demanding that the government should impose 'same service, same rules' to 
provide a level playing field in the sector. 

● But, recently Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) had recommended that no regulations 
should be imposed on the calling and messaging apps till the time clarity emerges in the international 
jurisdictions. 

 
What has the COAI said? 
Till the time any decision is taken regarding licensing of OTT communication providers, the un-equitability 
between TSPs (telecom service providers) and OTTs should not be increased further in any manner. 

● Therefore, till such time, no new licensing conditions, including that of traffic management practices 
for net neutrality etc., should be imposed on TSPs. 

 
What is Net Neutrality? 
It means that governments and internet service 
providers treat all data on the internet equally and does 
not differentially charge consumers for higher-quality 
delivery or giving preferential treatment to certain 
websites. 

● Network neutrality requires all Internet service 
providers (ISPs) to provide the same level of 
data access and speed to all traffic, and that 
traffic to one service or website cannot be 
blocked or degraded. 

 
How net neutrality is treated/regulated in India? 

● The net neutrality principles, approved by the telecom department in 2018, prohibit service providers 
from discriminating against internet content and services by blocking, throttling or according 
preferential higher speeds. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Net neutrality? 
2. Examples. 
3. TRAI guidelines on this. 

 

Mains Link: What do you understand by net 
neutrality? Why is it significant? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G1G89L1PC.1&imageview=0.

 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

1. World Wetlands Day: 
Context: 
Date: 2nd Feb Every Year. The day also marks the anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance (Ramsar Convention) in Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February 1971. 
Theme: 'Wetland Water'. 
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Protection: Wetlands are currently protected under different designations, including the Ramsar Convention 
on wetlands, the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme and others, and some of these overlap. 
 
What are wetlands? 
We can find wetlands wherever water bodies meet the land. 
Wetlands include mangroves and marshes, peatlands, rivers, lakes and other water bodies, deltas, floodplains 
and swamps in forested areas, paddy-fields and coral reefs. 
 
Why wetlands are crucial for a healthy planet? 
The health of people on our planet depends on healthy wetlands. 

● 40% of the world's species live or breed in wetlands. 
● Wetlands are "nurseries of life" - 40% of animals breed in wetlands. 
● Wetlands are "kidneys of the earth" - they clean the environment of pollutants. 
● Wetlands "matter for climate change" - they store 30% of land based carbon. 
● Wetlands "minimize disaster risks" - they absorb storm surge. 

 
Wetlands in India: 
India has rich wetlands famous for its biodiversity. As of December 2020, there are 42 Ramsar sites in India. 
These are of global significance and are included in the Ramsar list of wetlands. 
 
Ramsar Convention: 

● The Ramsar Convention is an international agreement promoting the conservation of wetlands. 
● The Convention was adopted at Ramsar in Iran in 1971 and came into force in 1975. Almost 90% of the 

UN member states are part of the Convention. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Ramsar convention. 
2. About Montreux record. 

3. Wetlands in India covered under the 
convention. 

4. Definition of Wetlands. 

 

2. 300 felled trees will cost ₹2.2 billion in products, including oxygen: 
Context: 
The Supreme Court recently took judicial notice of its expert committee report, which said the felling of 300 
heritage trees to construct five Railway over-bridges in West Bengal will cost India a staggering 
₹2,23,50,00,000 (₹2.2 billion). 
 
How was this figure arrived at? 
The 10-digit figure was arrived at by the committee after: 

● Calculating the products these trees would produce over 100 years of their natural lifetime. 
● This included oxygen, micro-nutrients, compost and bio-fertiliser, besides the trees being valuable 

members of the natural environment. 
based on this, an individual tree parts with, free of cost, “products” worth ₹74,500 a year. 
 
Suggestions made by the Court: 

1. Frame a new protocol by which road and highway projects ought to be cleared only after checking the 
feasibility of other modes of transport like waterways and Railways. 

2. In case a road project is inevitable, the value of each tree should be “built into the cost of the project. 
 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/300-felled-trees-will-cost-22-billion-in-products-including-
oxygen/article33744504.ece/amp/. 
 

3. NITI Aayog study to track economic impact of green verdicts: 
Context: 
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The NITI Aayog has commissioned a study that seeks to examine the “unintended economic consequences” of 
judicial decisions that have hindered and stalled big-ticket projects on environmental grounds. 

● The study is to be undertaken by the Jaipur-headquartered CUTS (Consumer Unity and Trust Society) 
Centre for Competition, Investment and Economic Regulation, that also has an international presence. 

 
What are the usual consequences of such decisions? 
Judgments that negatively impact major infrastructure projects don't adequately consider the economic fallout 
— in terms of loss of jobs, revenue. 
 
Focus of the study: 

● It intends to examine five major projects that have 
been “impacted” by judicial decisions of the Supreme 
Court or the National Green Tribunal. 

● It plans to do this by interviewing people who've been 
affected by the closure of the projects, environmental 
campaigners, experts and assessing the business 
impact of closure. 

 
The five projects are: 

1. Construction of an airport in Mopa, Goa. 
2. Cessation of iron ore mining in Goa. 
3. The shutting down of the Sterlite copper plant in 

Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu. 
4. Decision by the NGT involving sand mining in the Delhi 

National Capital Regions. 
5. Decision by NGT involving construction activities in the 

Delhi National Capital Regions. 
 
Need of the hour: 
The judiciary needs to take into account environment, equity and economic considerations while deciding 
cases, and needs to institutionalise a mechanism for it. 
 

4. World Sustainable Development Summit: 
Context: 
20th edition of the event was inaugurated recently. 
Theme: Redefining our common future: Safe and secure environment for all. 
 
About the World Sustainable Development Summit: 

● It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 
● It is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the developing world. 
● It provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss and deliberate over climatic issues 

of universal importance. 
● It strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global community by assembling the 

world’s most enlightened leaders and thinkers on a single platform. 
It is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS) which was initiated in 2001 with 
the aim of making ‘sustainable development’ a globally shared goal. 
 
The Energy and Resources Institute – TERI: 

● It is a leading think tank dedicated to conducting research for sustainable development of India and the 
Global South. 

● TERI was established in 1974 as an information centre on energy issues. However, over the following 
decades, it made a mark as a research institute, whose policy and technology solutions transformed 
people’s lives and the environment. 
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GI288VG1S.1&imageview=0. 
 

5. The Farakka ‘lock’ and hilsa, why there is both hope and apprehension: 
Context: 
In February 2019, the government had unveiled a project to redesign the navigation lock at the Farakka 
Barrage at a cost of Rs 360 crore to create a “fish pass” for the hilsa. 

● Fish passes to be built at Farakka also known as fish ladders or fish ways aim to assist fish in crossing 
obstacles presented by dams and barrages. 

 
Hilsa fish migration: 

● In scientific parlance, the hilsa (Tenualosa ilisha) is an anadromous fish. That is, it lives most of its life in 
the ocean, but during the rainy season, when it is time to spawn, the hilsa moves towards the estuary, 
where the rivers of India and Bangladesh meet the Bay of Bengal. 

● A large part of the shoal travels upstream in the Padma and the Ganga some are known to move 
towards the Godavari, and there are records of hilsa migration to the Cauvery. 

 
What affected the fish movement? 

● Historical records also show that until the 1970s, the hilsa 
would swim the Ganga upstream to Allahabad and even 
to Agra.  

● But the Farakka Barrage, which became operational on 
the Ganga in 1975, disrupted the westward movement of 
the hilsa. 

● The barrage had a navigation lock that stopped the fish 
from swimming upstream beyond Farakka. 

 
What are fish ladders?  

● They usually consist of small steps that allow the fish to climb over the obstacles and enable them to 
reach the open waters on the other side. 

● For the intervention to work, the water running over these ladders must be controlled. It must be 
adequate to catch the attention of the fish, but not too strong to deter them from swimming against it. 

 

6. Pey Jal Survekshan: 
Context: 
It is a drinking water survey launched in 10 cities under Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban). 

● Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry. 
● As part of the survey, data will also be collected on wastewater management and condition of water 

bodies in the cities. 
● The mission will be monitored through a technology-based platform on which beneficiary response will 

be monitored. 
● Initially, the survey is being launched as a pilot in ten cities namely, Agra, Badlapur, Bhubaneswar, 

Churu, Kochi, Madurai, Patiala, Rohtak, Surat and Tumkur. 
 
Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban): 

● The Jal Jeevan Mission-Urban aims to create universal coverage of water supply in all 4,378 statutory 
towns as well as sewage management in 500 AMRUT cities. 

● The scheme will be implemented first through signing of MoUs between the Centre, states, and the 
urban local bodies. 

● The cities will then prepare city water balance plans, recycle/reuse plans and aquifer management 
plans. 

● The state will vet and approve the development of the project with a baseline assessment. 
 
Funding: 
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For Union Territories, there will be 100% central funding. For North Eastern and Hill States, central funding for 
projects will be 90%. Central funding will be 50% for cities will less than 1 lakh population, one third for cities 
with 1 lakh to 10 lakh population and 25% for cities with million plus population. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key features of the survey and mission. 

2. Objectives. 
3. Pilot cities selected for the surevy. 
4. Funding pattern. 

 

7. What is Extinction Rebellion? 
Context: 
Delhi Police have named environmental activists Disha Ravi, Nikita Jacob, and Shantanu Muluk, who are 
volunteers of this global environment movement. 
 
What is Extinction Rebellion, also referred to as ‘XR’? 

● Initially, launched in the United Kingdom on October 31, 2018, as a response to a report by the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

● Now, it is a global movement which seeks to “rebel”, and asks groups to “self-organise”, without the 
need for anyone’s permission, to come up with collective action plans as long as they adhere to the 
group’s core principles and values. 

● It is a decentralised, international and politically non-partisan movement using non-violent direct 
action and civil disobedience to persuade governments to act justly on the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency. 

 
The group has “three core demands” of governments around the world. 

● It wants governments to “Tell the Truth”, to “Act Now”, and to “Go Beyond Politics” in order to 
confront the climate and ecological emergency that the world is faced with. 

Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-extinction-rebellion-global-movement-of-
which-young-activists-accused-in-toolkit-case-are-part-7192633/. 
 

8. Telangana achieves 100% tap water connections to schools: 
Context: 
Work on providing connection to schools, AWCs and ashramshalas was taken up under the 100-day special 
campaign of the Ministry of Jal Shakti under the Jal Jeevan Mission. 
Now, Telangana has joined a group of States that has ensured tap water connections to all schools and 
anganwadi centres (AWCs). 

● Previously, the State was the first to provide tap water connections to all households. 
 
About Jal Jeevan Mission: 
Announced in August 2019. 
Objective of the Mission is to provide piped water supply (Har Ghar Jal) to all rural households by 2024. 
It seeks to provide 55 lpcd (Litres per capita per day) of prescribed quality on long-term and regular basis. 

● It aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management 
of household waste water for reuse in agriculture. 

 
Implementation: 
Following the principles  of Gandhiji’s ‘Gram Swaraj’, under Jal Jeevan Mission, local village community/ Gram 
Panchayats or sub-committee i.e. Village Water & Sanitation Committee/ Paani Samiti/ user groups having 10 – 
15 members with 50% women are to be involved in planning, implementation, management, operation and 
maintenance of water supply systems to ensure long-term sustainability to achieve drinking water security. 
 
Funding Pattern: 

1. The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern 
States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories. 
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2. Central funding will be 50% for cities with less than 1 lakh population, one third for cities with 1 lakh to 
10 lakh population and 25% for cities with million plus population.  

 
Need for and significance of the mission: 
India has 16% of the world population, but only 4% of freshwater resources. Depleting groundwater level, 
overexploitation and deteriorating water quality, climate change, etc. are major challenges to provide potable 
drinking water. It is an urgent requirement of water conservation in the country because of the decreasing 
amount of groundwater level. Therefore, the Jal Jeevan Mission will focus on integrated demand and supply 
management of water at the local level. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Mission. 
2. Objectives. 
3. Targets. 
4. Implementation. 
5. Funding. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the mission. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GH88A6QDS.1&imageview=0. 

 

9. What is Carbon Watch— India’s 1st app to assess one’s carbon footprint? 
Context: 
Chandigarh became the first state or Union Territory in India to launch Carbon Watch. 
 
What is Carbon Watch? 
It is a mobile application to assess the carbon footprint of an individual. 
 
What is Carbon Footprint? 
Carbon footprint is the amount of greenhouse gases-especially carbon dioxide-released into the atmosphere by 
a particular human activity. 
 
How does the app Carbon Watch work? 

1. As a person downloads the application, they will need to fill details in four parts- Water, Energy, Waste 
Generation and Transport (Vehicular movement). In each category, they will be required to inform 
about their respective consumptions and waste generations. 

2. With the mentioned information, the mobile application will automatically calculate the carbon 
footprint of the individual. 

3. The application will also provide information such as the national and world average of the emission, 
and the individual’s level of emission generation. 

 
Solutions: 
The mobile application will suggest methods to reduce the carbon footprints. The application will suggest ways 
as per the information furnished by the individuals. 
 
Motive behind designing this application? 
Making the people Climate-Smart Citizens while making them capable of accessing their carbon footprint, along 
with providing them with steps to reduce it, is the motive behind the application. 
 
Linkhttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-carbon-watch-indias-1st-app-to-assess-ones-carbon-
footprint-7198710/. 
 

Topics: Disaster and management. 

1. What is a glacier outburst flood and why does it occur? 
Context: 
Parts of Uttarakhand recently witnessed massive flooding after a chunk of the Nanda Devi glacier broke off at 
Joshimath in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district. 
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● Bringing back haunting memories of the 2013 Kedarnath calamity, the glacier break caused large-scale 
devastation in the upper reaches of the ecologically fragile Himalaya. 

● As per the available information, over 150 labourers working at a power project in Tapovan-Reni are 
missing. 

 
What is glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF)? 
It is an outburst that happens when a dam containing a glacial lake fails. 
GLOFs have three main features: 

1. They involve sudden (and sometimes cyclic) releases of water. 
2. They tend to be rapid events, lasting hours to days. 
3. They result in large downstream river discharges (which often increase by an order of magnitude). 

 
Why does a glacier break? 

1. Erosion. 
2. A build-up of water pressure. 
3. An avalanche of snow or rocks. 
4. An earthquake under the ice. 
5. Massive displacement of water in a glacial lake when a large portion of an adjacent glacier collapses 

into it. 
 
Impact: 
Although glacier lakes can vary in volume, they are known to hold millions to hundreds of millions of cubic 
metres of water and a failure to contain ice or glacial sediment can result in water being released even for days. 
 
 
What is Nanda Devi glacier? 
The Nanda Devi glacier forms part of the second-highest mountain in India -- the Nanda Devi mountain. 
While it the second-highest after Kangchenjunga, it is the highest mountain located entirely within the 
country as Kangchenjunga lies on the border of India and Nepal. 
 

2. Ecosensitive zones (ESZ): 
Context: 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has sought the intervention of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to allay the 
apprehension of the people in Wayanad over the recent draft notification of the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC) that envisages a buffer zone around the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
(WWS). 
 
What's the issue? 

● The present draft issued by the 
MOEFCC notifies 118.59 sq km around 
the WWS as ESZ. 

● But, Kerala wants ESZ measuring 88.2 
sq km around the WWS. The 
government is of the view that 
densely populated areas should be 
excluded while notifying ESZs. 

 
What are the concerns? 

● Such a move would badly affect the 
lives of thousands of farmers on the 
fringes of the sanctuary spread over 
six villages under Mananthavady and 
Sulthan Bathery taluks. 
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● All development in eco-sensitive zones, including construction of roads and houses, would be affected 
and farmers would not be able to cut trees they had planted on their land without the permission of 
forest officials. 

 
Rationale behind declaring it as an ESZ: 
The lives of farmers on the forest fringes has become miserable owing to the increasing incidents of wild 
animal attacks. 
 
About the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: 

1. The sanctuary is a component of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (5,520 sq km) and is a vital component 
of the Elephant Reserve No. 7 of South India. 

2. It is the only sanctuary of Kerala where sighting of four-horned antelope has been reported. 
3. Presence of Egyptian vulture, Himalayan griffon, and Cinereous vultures are also reported in the 

sanctuary and the two species of vultures, red-headed and white-backed vultures, once common in 
Kerala, are now restricted to the Wayanad plateau. 

4. The Nagarhole-Bandipur-Mudumalai-Wayanad forest complex is also one of the most important tiger 
habitats in the country. Recent estimation of tigers, using camera traps, has indicated the presence of 
79 tigers in the sanctuary. 

5. The forests of the wildlife division form the major catchments for the tributaries of the Kabani river 
system. 

 
What are the Eco-sensitive Zones (ESZs)? 

1. Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the MoEFCC around 
Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

2. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of “shock absorbers” to the protected areas by 
regulating and managing the activities around such areas. 

3. They also act as a transition zone from areas of high protection to areas involving lesser protection. 
4. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-Sensitive Zones”. 
5. An ESZ could go up to 10 kilometres around a protected area as provided in the Wildlife Conservation 

Strategy, 2002. 
6. Moreover, in the case where sensitive corridors, connectivity and ecologically important patches, 

crucial for landscape linkage, are beyond 10 km width, these should be included in the ESZs. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How an eco-sensitive zone is declared? 
2. How is it declared? 
3. Boundaries. 
4. About Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 
5. About Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for eco sensitive zones around the 
protected areas. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G6I88NQMG.1&imageview=0.

 
Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal 
security. 

1. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act: 
Context: 
As per the 2019 Crime in India Report compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau: 

1. Only 2.2 % of cases registered under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act between the years 2016 
and 2019 ended in convictions by court. 

2. The total number of the persons arrested and the persons convicted in the years from 2016 to 2019 
under the UAPA in the country are 5,922 and 132, respectively. 

3. In the year 2019, as many as 96 persons were arrested for sedition (Section 194A IPC) but only two 
were convicted and 29 persons were acquitted.  

 
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act: 
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Passed in 1967, the law aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 
The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre deems an activity as 
unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 

● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments. 
 
Key points: 
Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. 

● It will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign 
land, outside India. 

● Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a charge sheet in maximum 180 days after the 
arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

 
As per amendments of 2019: 

● The Act empowers the Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of 
seizure or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency. 

● The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state. 

● It also includes the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of unlawful activity. 
2. Powers of Centre under the act. 
3. Is judicial review applicable in such cases? 
4. Changes brought about by amendments in 

2004 and 2019. 
5. Can foreign nationals be charged under the 

act? 

Mains Link: 
Do you agree that the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Amendment Act could prove 
catastrophic for fundamental rights? Is sacrificing 
liberty for national security justified? Discuss and 
provide for your opinion. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GI288VG26.1&imageview=0. 

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and 
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-
laundering and its prevention 

1. Telecom Commercial Communications Customer Preferences Regulations 
(TCCCPR): 

Context: 
The Delhi High Court has ordered the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) to ensure “complete and 
strict” implementation of the regulation issued by it in 2018 for curbing unsolicited commercial 
communications (UCC). 

● The Court has also directed the telecom service providers (TSPs) to ensure strict compliance with the 
Telecom Commercial Communications Customer Preferences Regulations (TCCCPR) 2018 issued by 
TRAI. 

 
What's the issue? 
The court’s direction came while disposing of a plea by One97 Communications Ltd, which runs Paytm, claiming 
that millions of its customers have been defrauded by the phishing activities over the mobile networks and the 
failure of the telecom companies to prevent the same has “caused financial and reputational loss”. 
 
About the Telecom Commercial Communication Customer Preference Regulation (TCCCPR), 2018: 

1. The regulation says that the companies will have to register themselves for commercial SMS and calls. 
This will help the regulator to regulate the fraud companies. 

2. The telecom companies are required to verify purported telemarketers seeking registration (called 
registered telemarketers or RTMs) with them before granting access to their customer data and also 
take action immediately against all fraudulent RTMs. 
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3. It suggests adoption of Distributed Ledger Technology (or blockchain) as the RegTech to ensure 
regulatory compliance while allowing innovation in the market. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About TRAI. 
2. Overview of TCCCPR 2018. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GL2885QJ0.1&imageview=0. 

 

2. No blanket nod given for surveillance: 
Context: 
The Central government has told the Delhi High Court that no blanket permission has been granted to any 
agency for interception or monitoring or decryption of any messages or information under the surveillance 
programmes like the Centralised Monitoring System (CMS), Network Traffic Analysis (NETRA) and National 
Intelligence Grid (NATGRID). 
 
Background: 
The affidavit came in response to a petition seeking to constitute a permanent, independent oversight body 
for reviewing lawful interception and monitoring orders or warrants under the provisions of the Indian 
Telegraph Act and the Information Technology Act. 
 
Need for surveillance: 
The government defended the need for the CMS, NETRA and NATGRID surveillance systems saying that ”grave 
threats to the country from terrorism, radicalisation, cybercrime, drug cartels, etc, cannot be understated or 
ignored” and it was imperative, therefore, to have a robust mechanism ”for speedy collection of actionable 
intelligence.” 
 
What's the issue? 
The Delhi High Court had sought response of the Centre on a PIL claiming that citizens' right to privacy was 
being "endangered" by the execution and operation of surveillance systems. 

● The plea by NGO Centre for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) has claimed that these surveillance systems 
allow central and state law enforcement agencies to intercept and monitor all telecommunications in 
bulk which is an infringement of the fundamental right to privacy of individuals. 

 
What were the demands by the petitioner? 
The petitioner sought constitution of a permanent independent oversight body, judicial or parliamentary, for 
issuing and reviewing lawful interception and monitoring orders/warrants under the enabling provisions of the 
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Information Technology Act, 2000. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NATGRID. 
2. What is NETRA? 
3. Key Provisions of the IT act, 2000. 
4. Overview of the Indian Telegraph Act, 

1885. 
 

Mains Link: 
Surveillance by the state is an infringement of the 
fundamental right to privacy of individuals. Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7288DSRE.1&imageview=0. 

3. Disha Ravi case: What is a toolkit that has brought activists under the lens? 
Context: 
Activist Disha Ravi is in custody of the Delhi Police for editing and sharing a toolkit with globally known teen 
anti-climate change campaigner Greta Thunberg. 

● Some others have also been booked for coordinating with pro-Khalistan outfit Poetic Justice 
Foundation (PFJ) in connection with protest by farmers’ unions over the new farm laws. 

 
What is a toolkit? 
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A toolkit has become a handy tool in sustaining a movement or campaign in times of social media influences. 
● It is a document created as an explainer on an issue as a guide to everybody who is associated with the 

campaign or can be roped in to give a fillip to the campaign. 
● It also provides a roadmap of how to take forward the campaign or agitation explaining what needs to 

be done, when and how. 
 
What's the case now? 
In the present case, the toolkit became an accidental disclosure when Greta Thunberg on February 5 shared a 
Google document, a “toolkit, inadvertently. She deleted the tweet later, but it became a headline. 

● The toolkit tried to “explain the farmers’ protests” against the Modi government on the Delhi borders 
over the farm laws passed by Parliament in 2020. 

● After investigations, the Delhi police found that some pro-Khalistani elements were involved in creating 
disaffection against the country. 

● Disha Ravi is now accused of being a “key conspirator” for preparing and sharing the document. 
 
What is Khalistan movement? 
Khalistan movement was a separatist campaign primarily backed by Pakistan to foment terrorism during 1980s 
in Punjab. There have been attempts in recent times by groups based in Pakistan and Canada to revive the 
campaign with no practical traction in India. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GM389HDH5.1&imageview=0. 
 

4. National Cyber Security Strategy: 
Context: 
Following instances of cyber attacks during the ongoing pandemic across its network, the Ministry of Railways 
has roped in the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) to educate its officials on Internet 
ethics, cyber hygiene and best practices in the use of IT equipment, including mobile phones. 

● This is a part of its National Cyber Security Strategy. 
 
Need for: 
In January 2019 alone, 6.61 crore passengers booked from 10,394 terminals in 3,440 locations and the IRCTC 
website resulting in a revenue of ₹3,962.27 crore. 

● However, the pandemic had introduced a greater reliance on electronic modes of communication in 
official working. Hence, it is necessary that all officials took responsibility and followed adequate 
procedures when using IT infrastructure for ensuring confidentiality, privacy etc in dealing with official 
information. 

 
About C- DAC: 
Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) is the premier R&D organization of the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) for carrying out R&D in IT, Electronics and associated areas. 

● The setting up of C-DAC in 1988 itself was to built Supercomputers in context of denial of import of 
Supercomputers by USA. Since then C-DAC has been undertaking building of multiple generations of 
Supercomputer starting from PARAM with 1 GF in 1988. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About CDAC. 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. India's Supercomputers- overview. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the role and functions of CDAC. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7Q8AA366.1&imageview=0. 

 

5. Govt. to monitor OTT content: 
Context: 
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For the first time, the government, under the ambit of the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines 
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021, has brought in detailed guidelines for digital content on both 
digital media and Over The Top (OTT) platforms. 

● While all the rules have been framed and notified under the existing Information Technology (IT) Act, 
the administrative powers for regulation of OTT and digital news sharing platforms shall be under the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B). 

 
Overview of the rules: 
Three-tier grievance redressal mechanism: 
First level- OTT provider: Here, the grievance redressal system will be at the level of each OTT provider. Each 
complaint will have to be addressed within 15 days. 
Second level- a self-regulatory body: If the complaint is not satisfactorily addressed, then the complainant can 
scale it up to a self-regulatory body collectively established by the OTTs. 

● Composition: This body will be headed by a retired judge of the Supreme Court, a High Court, or an 
independent eminent person from the field of media, broadcasting, entertainment, child rights, human 
rights or other relevant fields. 

● Powers: This self-regulatory body also has “censuring” powers in case of any incriminating content. 
At the third tier, the government has equipped itself with overriding powers in the form of “oversight 
mechanism”. An inter-ministerial committee will perform this function and it will largely have the same 
powers as the collective self-regulatory body of the OTTs. 
 
Applicability: 
The new guidelines place more onus on nearly all such companies which provide a platform to host, share, view 
or modify content, while also including for the first time, entities which are in the business of either creating or 
distributing news online under the ambit of an online intermediary. 
 
Safe harbour provisions: 
The government has made social media intermediaries more liable for the content being shared on their 
platform by following due diligence, failing which the “safe harbour provisions” will not be applicable to them. 

● These safe harbour provisions have been defined under Section 79 of the IT Act, and protect social 
media intermediaries by giving them immunity from legal prosecution for any content posted on their 
platforms. 

 
A grievances redressal and compliance mechanism: 
Social media intermediaries will also be required to have a grievances redressal and compliance mechanism, 
appointing a grievance officer whose name and contact details will have to be shared, a resident grievance 
officer who shall have an office in India and will be an Indian passport-holding citizen, and a chief compliance 
officer. 
The chief compliance officer, who will have to be present in India, shall be responsible for ensuring the 
platform’s compliance with the IT Act and the rules notified Thursday. 
A nodal contact person who can be available round-the-clock 
for “coordination with law enforcement agencies” will also 
have to be appointed by social media intermediaries. 
 
Identification of the first originator of the information: 

● Social media intermediaries, upon being asked either 
by the court or by a government authority, will be 
required to disclose the first originator of the 
mischievous tweet or message, as the case may be. 

● The platform will, however, be liable to disclose the 
originator of the message “only for the purposes of 
prevention, detection, investigation, prosecution or 
punishment of an offence related to sovereignty and 
integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly 
relations with foreign States, or public order”. 
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Fair opportunity: 
Social media companies have been asked to give users a chance for explanation and a fair opportunity to be 
heard before removing access to their accounts. 
 
Compliance of ethics and rules: 
A self-regulatory body, headed either by a retired Supreme Court or High Court judge or an independent 
eminent person, shall also be formed, which will ensure the compliance of ethics and rules by online digital 
news platforms. 
 
“Emergency” powers: 
“In case of emergency nature” the Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, may “if he is satisfied 
that it is necessary or expedient and justifiable” give orders to block access. Such orders can be released 
“without giving an opportunity of hearing” to the publishing platform. 
 
Background: 
The government’s move comes amid a flurry of activity across geographies over the last 12 months to frame 
new regulations aimed at policing Big Tech, which may force some of the world’s most valuable companies to 
fundamentally recalibrate their business models in order to stay in line with these regulations. 
 
Implications and significance of these rules: 
These were needed to hold social media and other companies accountable for “misuse and abuse”. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2O8ALNKD.1&imageview=0. 
 

6. Fugitive Economic Offender: 
Context: 
The Westminster 
Magistrates Court in London 
has allowed India’s 
extradition request against 
businessman Nirav Modi, 
who is wanted in connection 
with the ₹13,758 crore 
Punjab National Bank fraud, 
ruling that a prima facie case 
had been made out. 
 
What next? 
The order will be sent to the 
Secretary of State for the 
United Kingdom’s Home 
Department for further 
action. The Secretary of State 
has to take a decision within 
two months or seek an 
extension from the High 
Court. 
Unless there is an appeal, a 
requested person must be 
extradited within 28 days of 
the Secretary of State’s 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2O8ALNKD.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       121  InsightsIAS 

decision to order extradition (subject to any appeal). 
● Appealing the Secretary of State’s decision in the High Court is only possible with the court’s 

permission. 
 
Fugitive economic offender: 
A special court, in December 2019, declared diamond businessman Nirav Modi, the key accused in the $2 
billion Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud case, a fugitive economic offender, on a plea of the Enforcement 
Directorate. 
 
Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender: 
A person can be named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for 
involvement in economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape 
legal action. 
 
The procedure: 

1. The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the Prevention of Money-
Laundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the 
person’s whereabouts. 

2. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to appear at a specified place and date at least six 
weeks from the issue of notice. 

3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive 
Economic Offender based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies. 

4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High 
Court within 30 days of such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who is a fugitive economic offender? 
2. Composition and powers of ED. 
3. Establishment and powers of CBI. 
4. What is PMLA? 
5. Overview of Fugitive Economic Offenders 

Act. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance and key provisions of the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G2O8ALNKB.1&imageview=0. 
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GENERAL STUDIES – 4 
 

1. Modi praises solo effort at lake clean-up: 
● The untiring efforts of a 69-year-old man, paralysed below his knees, towards cleaning up Vembanad 

Lake, have earned recognition from the highest office of the country. 
● In the edition of Mann Ki Baat, Prime Minister hailed the commitment of N.S. Rajappan, a differently 

abled man from Kaippuzhamuttu, near Kumarakom, Kottayam. 
● Mr. Rajappan, who was afflicted with polio at the age of five, lives alone in a partially damaged hut on a 

riverbank in Arpookkara panchayat. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GLO87QCFN.1&imageview=0. 
 

2. Indore District Magistrate seeks forgiveness: 
Indore District Magistrate Manish Singh has apologised to God for the local administration’s action of 
dumping homeless people outside the city in the cold weather, which had led to a massive public outrage. 
Various people had termed the action as a “blot on humanity”. 
What had happened? 
The incident came to light after villagers along the highway, where the elderly were dropped off, objected to it 
and began making videos of it. Subsequently, the elderly people were put back in the vehicle and taken away. 
The vehicle belonged to the encroachment removal department. 
 

3. Govt. draws flak for ‘adversarial’ stance: 
● In an open letter, a group of retired senior civil servants have criticised the Centre's attitude to the 

ongoing farm protests as “adversarial and confrontationist”. 
● The Constitutional Conduct Group, which issued the letter, says it believes in impartiality, neutrality 

and commitment to the Constitution of India. 
● The group has criticised the government for its attempts to polarise the agitation along regional, 

communal and other lines. Such an approach, it says, can never lead to a solution. 
The letter raised several questions regarding the events of January 26: 

1. Why Delhi Police erected barricades on the agreed route, forcing them into deviations. 
2. Why the police failed to prevent the hoisting of flags at Red Fort and whether action has been taken 

against those in the Delhi Police, and Home and Defence Ministries for dereliction of duty. 
3. Why the media did not cover the majority of farmers who held a peaceful parade. 
4. Why the police had not immediately intervened when “a few hooligans” attacked protesting farmers at 

the Singhu border site. 
 

4. Modi sees ‘andolan jeevi’ and a new kind of ‘FDI’: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently coined two terms: 

1. ‘Andolan jeevi’ (professional protesters). 
2. ‘Foreign Destructive Ideology’. 

These words were to lampoon the Opposition and certain protesters and foreign individuals who have tweeted 
in support of the farmers’ agitation. 
What did the PM say? 
A new kind of FDI had emerged in the country and it was “Foreign Destructive Ideology”. “We need to be more 
aware to save the country from such an ideology.” 
Background: 
Recently international pop star Rihanna shared a news article of the ongoing farmers agitation on Twitter, 
asking why it wasn’t discussed enough. This prompted the government to issue a press statement saying it was 
“unfortunate to see vested interest groups trying to enforce their agenda on these protests, and derail them.” 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GNF88NORL.1&imageview=0. 
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5. What are human challenge trials? 
Context: 
The UK is set to conduct the first COVID-19 human challenge trials (HCT) within a month from now. 

● While human challenge trials (HCTs) have helped give important information about several diseases, 
some have been surrounded by controversy and questions about ethics.  

 
The Purpose: 

● To identify the smallest amount of virus required to infect a person. 
● To help doctors understand how the immune system reacts to SARS-CoV-2. 
● To identify factors that influence how the virus is transmitted, including how an infected person 

transmits the virus into the environment. 
 
First, let us understand how vaccines are developed and tested? 
In most regulatory regimes, vaccines take several years to develop, and their development typically proceeds 
through three phases of clinical trials. 

1. In Phase 1, small groups of people receive the trial vaccine. 
2. In Phase 2, the clinical study is expanded and the vaccine is given to people who have characteristics 

similar to those for whom the new vaccine is intended. 
3. In Phase 3, the vaccine is given to several thousand people and tested for efficacy and safety. During 

this phase, participants either receive the vaccine or a placebo. 
 
What are human challenge trials? How do they take place? Why is it significant? 
In this, participants of the vaccine group and placebo group upon consent are deliberately exposed to the 
infection – thus are “challenged” by the disease organism. 

● Such trials could save valuable time in developing a vaccine, as researchers would not have to wait for 
participants to contract the infection under real-world conditions. 

● By replacing conventional Phase 3 testing of vaccine candidates, such trials may subtract many months 
from the licensure process, making efficacious vaccines available more quickly. 

 
The ethical concerns: 

● Critics have questioned undertaking such trials for Covid-19, a potentially deadly disease for even those 
who are less at risk, and which researchers are still in various stages of studying. 

● In 2016 , even WHO has observed that such research can appear to be in conflict with the guiding 
principle in medicine to do no harm. 

 
Need of the hour: 

1. Well documented historical examples of human exposure studies would be considered unethical by 
current standards. 

2. It is essential that challenge studies be conducted within an ethical framework in which truly informed 
consent is given. 

3. When conducted, human challenge studies should be undertaken with abundant forethought, caution, 
and oversight. 

4. The value of the information to be gained should clearly justify the risks to human subjects. 
Information to be gained should clearly justify the risks to human subjects. 

 
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-human-challenge-trials-which-uk-is-
about-to-conduct-for-covid-19-7194520/. 
 

6. Mizoram group seeks asylum for coup-hit Myanmar villagers: 
Context: 
Mizoram’s apex students’ body has asked the State government to provide asylum to some villagers in 
Myanmar affected by the military coup there. 

● The State government has said that asylum would be considered if there was a formal request cleared 
by the Centre. 
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Who are seeking asylum? 
People belonging to Myanmar’s Chin community were seeking to migrate to Mizoram to escape a military 
crackdown, primarily because of the Chin National Army (CNA), an extremist group seeking self-determination 
in Chin State across the border. 

● The Chin community and the Mizos in India belong to the Zo ethnic group, which share the same 
ancestry. 

 
Asylum, in international law, the protection granted by a state to a foreign citizen against his own state. 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GST8AE7V1.1&imageview=0. 
 

7. ‘Recognise right to silence as a virtue’: 
Facebook official Ajit Mohan has urged the Supreme Court to recognise the right to silence as a virtue in these 
“noisy times”. 
He said the right to silence was as important as the right to free speech. 
What's the issue? 

● Mr. Mohan has filed a petition against the summons issued to him by a Delhi Legislative Assembly 
Committee. 

● Mr. Mohan had challenged the summons and the threat of breach of privilege posed by the committee 
in case he failed to come and testify about any role played by social media platforms in the events 
leading up to the Delhi riots in February last year. 

  
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GAG8AHHVN.1&imageview=0. 
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

1. ‘3-language policy is not applicable to Central govt. offices’: 
● The Union Ministry of Home Affairs has said the three language policy is not applicable to offices of 

the Union government. 
● As per the provision of the Official Language Act, 1963, and the Official Language Rules, 1976, the 

provision of bilingual policy is applicable in the offices of the Central government. 
 

2. Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB): 
It is a statutory multi-disciplinary body established by the Government of India under the MoEFCC, to combat 
organized wildlife crime in the country. 
Under Section 38 (Z) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, it is mandated: 

1. To collect and collate intelligence related to organized wildlife crime activities. 
2. To disseminate the same to State and other enforcement agencies for immediate action so as to 

apprehend the criminals. 
3. To establish a centralized wildlife crime data bank. 
4. Assist foreign authorities and international organization concerned to facilitate co-ordination and 

universal action for wildlife crime control. 
 

3. National Polio Immunisation programme: 
● The National Polio Immunisation 

programme in India began on 
Sunday, 31 January 2021. 

● The National Immunisation Day 
(NID) is commonly known as Pulse 
Polio Immunisation Programme. 

● Polio drops are given to children in 
the age group of 0 to 5 years. 

● The polio vaccination programme is 
conducted twice in a year, usually in 
the early months. 

● The pulse polio programme always begins on a Sunday, known as Polio Ravivar. 
 

4. No Indian role in developing ECT in Colombo: 
Sri Lanka has denied selling, leasing out or coming into any sort of an agreement 
with a foreign country over the Eastern Container Terminal. 

● This move is against the ECT trilateral agreement that Sri Lanka had signed 
with India and Japan. 

● It comes amid mounting pressure from Port union workers against any 
foreign role or investment in the ECT project, where nearly 70% of the 
transhipment business is linked to India. 

● The Sri Lankan government has said that it would instead offer the West 
Container Terminal to India for possible investments. 

 

5. Central University to come up in Ladakh: 
● With Ladakh now being recognised as a separate Union Territory, the Centre proposes to set up a new 

Central university in Leh. 
● The government in this regard will introduce the Central University of Ladakh Bill. 
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6. Prabuddha Bharata: 
● 125th anniversary was celebrated of ‘Prabuddha Bharata’, 
● It is a monthly journal of the Ramakrishna Order started by Swami Vivekananda. 

 

7. Indian Ocean Region [IOR] Defence Ministers’ conclave: 
● India will host the defence ministers of the countries of the Indian Ocean Region at a conclave during 

the “Aero India” in Bengaluru. 
● The conclave is being organised in the backdrop of growing Chinese military assertiveness in the Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR). 
● Theme: ‘Enhanced Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Indian Ocean’. 
● It seeks to promote dialogue in an institutional and cooperative environment that can foster peace, 

stability and prosperity in the Indian Ocean region. 
 
KRITAGYA: 

● It is a national level hackathon being organised by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 
● It aims to promote innovation in agriculture and allied sectors in the country. 
● It also provides an opportunity to the students along with faculties, innovators for showcasing their 

innovative approaches & technologies in agriculture and allied sectors. 
● KRI-TA-GYA explains, KRI for Krishi (Agriculture), TA for Taknik (Technology) and GYA for Gyan 

(Knowledge). 
 

8. Orobanche: 
● It is a hidden parasitic weed in mustard causing severe yield loss to the extent of up to 50%. 
● Also called broomrapes, they are aggressive root parasitic weeds which attack strategic food crops, 

such as legumes and vegetables, and threaten the livelihood of many nations. 
● There are no absolute control measures developed for it. 

Why in News? 
Workshop held on ‘techno-management options to control Orobanche in mustard’. 
 

9. Monpa handmade paper: 
● It is a 1000-year-old heritage art of Arunachal Pradesh. 
● The art of making handmade paper originated among the 

Monpas over 1000 years ago. 
● Gradually this art became an integral part of local custom and 

culture of Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. 
● The fine-textured handmade paper, which is called ‘Mon 

Shugu’ in the local dialect, is integral to the vibrant culture of 
the local tribes in Tawang. 

● The Monpa handmade paper is made from the bark of a local 
tree called ‘Shugu Sheng’, which has medicinal values too. 

 

10. 'KAPILA': 
● The Government has launched a campaign namely Kalam Program for Intellectual Property Literacy 

and Awareness Campaign (KAPILA) for Intellectual Property Literacy and creating patent awareness. 
● The objectives of the scheme include creating awareness regarding Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in 

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), enabling of IP protection of inventions originating from faculty and 
students of HEIs, development of Credit Course on IPR, training program etc. 

 

11. Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) scheme: 
● It is Haryana's unique identity card scheme. 
● Any family with a Haryana residential address can enrol for the scheme. 
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● The family ID or PPP, an eight-digit alpha numeric ID, is provided to those who are residents of 
Haryana. 

● A registration ID is provided to those who live in Haryana but have not completed residency 
requirements. 

● As of now, over 110 services and schemes being delivered to citizens via the Saral platform have been 
linked to the PPP scheme. 

 

12. Dhauliganga: 
● Originating from Vasudhara Tal, perhaps the largest glacial lake in Uttarakhand, the Dhauliganga flows 

in a meandering course, which takes it through the Nanda Devi National Park. 
● The river merges with the Alaknanda at Vishnuprayag. 
● It is one of the several tributaries of the Ganga. 

Why in News? 
The river turned into a deathly torrent on Sunday after a part of the Nanda Devi glacier broke off and collapsed 
into it. 
 

13. Tapovan hydro power project: 
The Tapovan Vishnugad power plant is a 520MW run-of-river project which is being constructed on 
Dhauliganga River in Chamoli District of Uttarakhand. 
 

14. National Safety Council: 
Shri S. N. Subrahmanyan has been appointed Chairman of the National Safety Council for a period of three 
years. 

● National Safety Council (NSC) was set up by the Ministry of Labour, Government of India (GOI) on 4th 
March, 1966. 

● It was established to generate, develop and sustain a voluntary movement on Safety, Health and 
Environment (SHE) at the national level. 

● It is an apex non- profit making, tripartite body, registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860 
and the Bombay Public Trust Act 1950. 

 

15. Brookesia nana: 
● It is a recently discovered chameleon from the island 

country of Madagascar. 
● It may be the world’s smallest adult reptile. 
● The male has a total length of 21.6 mm. The female is 

slightly longer at 28.9 mm. 
● Previously, the chameleon species Brookesia micra 

was thought to be the smallest. 
 
 

16. Vijayanagara becomes Karnataka’s 31st district: 
Karnataka has got its 31st district with the State government issuing an official gazette notification carving out 
Vijayanagara district from the mine-rich Ballari district. 
 

17. Sri Lanka clears Chinese energy project, 50 km off Tamil Nadu: 
● Sri Lanka has cleared a Chinese energy project in three islands off Jaffna peninsula that are barely 50 

km from the Tamil Nadu coast. 
● The proposal seeks to involve Sinosoar-Etechwin Joint Venture in China to install ‘hybrid renewable 

energy systems’ in Nainativu, Delft or Neduntheevu, and Analaitivu, located in the Palk Bay. 
● The islands are connected to the Jaffna peninsula by a limited ferry service, managed mostly by the Sri 

Lankan Navy. 
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18. Bengaluru scientists develop a new marigold variety: 
● Named Arka Shubha, the variety has been developed by the Hessarghatta-

based Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR). 
● This variety of marigold has a carotene content of 2.8%, which is the highest 

content from a plant source. 
● It will fetch money even if they get spoilt as it can be used for extraction of 

crude carotene, which is mainly used in the pharmaceutical sector. 
Carotenes are photosynthetic pigments important for photosynthesis. Carotenes 
contain no oxygen atoms. They absorb ultraviolet, violet, and blue light and scatter 
orange or red light, and (in low concentrations) yellow light. 
 

19. Sessa Orchid Sanctuary: 
● Located in Arunachal Pradesh. 
● Notified in November 1989 under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
● The Sanctuary is a natural home to more than 236 species of orchids, as well as a wealthy diversity of 

mushrooms and other medicinal plants. 
● It is the only one of its kind in the country, where these flowering plants grow wild. 

 

20. Sadiya earthquake: 
● Scientists have found the first geological evidence of an earthquake at Himebasti Village on the border 

of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, documented by historians as Sadiya earthquake. 
● Sadiya earthquake is recorded to have caused massive destruction in the region and almost destroyed 

the town in 1697 CE. 
● This finding could contribute to a seismic hazard map of the eastern Himalaya, which can facilitate 

construction and planning in the region. 
 

21. Shahtoot dam: 
Context: 
Signing ceremony of MoU for the construction of the Lalandar “Shatoot” Dam in Afghanistan. 
Key Points: 

● The project is a part of the New Development Partnership between India and Afghanistan. 
● The dam would come upon the Maidan river tributary of Kabul river. 
● This is the second major dam being built by India in Afghanistan, after the India – Afghanistan 

Friendship Dam [Salma Dam], which was inaugurated in June 2016. 
 

22. Furnace oil: 
● Fuel oil, also called furnace oil, fuel consisting mainly of residues from crude-oil distillation. 
● It is used primarily for steam boilers in power plants, aboard ships, and in industrial plants. 
● Commercial fuel oils usually are blended with other petroleum fractions to produce the desired 

viscosity and flash point. 
● Flash point is usually higher than that of kerosene. 
● The term fuel oil ordinarily does not include such fuels as kerosene. 

 

23. INS Viraat: 
● Originally commissioned by the British Navy as HMS Hermes on November 18, 1959, the aircraft carrier 

had taken part in the Falkland Islands war in 1982. 
● India bought the British carrier in 1986 and rechristened it as INS Viraat. 
● INS Viraat is the Guinness record holder for being the longest-serving warship of the world. 
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24. Meri Saheli Initiative: 
● Launched as Pilot Project by Railway Protection Force (RPF) across South Eastern Railway for security of 

women passengers in trains originating in that zone. 
● Considering its success in instilling a sense of security among women passengers, this initiative has 

been rolled over to all zonal railways across Indian Railways’ network from 17.10.2020. 
 

25. Babur cruise missile: 
It is a Pakistani short range surface-to-surface ballistic missile capable of hitting land and sea targets with “high 
precision” up to 490 km away. 
 

26. Kalarippayattu: 
● Kalaripayattu is a Martial art which originated as a style in Kerala during 3nd century BC to the 2nd 

century AD. 
● The word kalari first appears in Sangam literature to describe both a battlefield and combat arena. 
● It is also considered to be one of the oldest fighting system in existence. 
● It is now practiced in Kerala, in contiguous parts of Tamil Nadu. 
● Kalaripayattu techniques include a combination of steps (Chuvatu) and postures (Vadivu). Chuvatu 

literally means ‘steps’, the basic steps of the martial arts. Vadivu literally means ‘postures’ or stances 
are the basic characteristics of Kalaripayattu training. Named after animals, they are usually eight in 
number. 

 

27. Tholpavakkoothu: 
● It is also called as shadow puppetry, Nizhalkkoothu and 

Olakkoothu. 
● It is a traditional temple art in Kerala having its roots in 

Palakkad and neighbouring regions. 
● It used to be performed in the Bhadrakali temples of 

Palakkad, telling tales from the Ramayana.   
● Accompanying instruments include Ezhupara, Chenda and 

Maddalam. 
● The artists have to undergo several years of rigorous training 

to master this art form. 
● The puppetry is staged on a special structure in temple premises called Koothumadam. 

 

28. Vigyan Jyoti Programme: 
● Vigyan Jyoti programme, a new initiative to encourage girls to take interest in science and build career, 

was launched by the Department of Science & Technology (DST) to create a level-playing field for the 
meritorious girls to pursue STEM. 

● The programme addresses the underrepresentation of women in certain areas of STEM. 
● Vigyan Jyoti activities include student-parent counselling, visit to labs and knowledge centres, partners 

role model interactions, science camps, academic support classes, resource material distribution and 
tinkering activities.  

 

29. World Radio Day: 
● Every year on February 13 World Radio Day is celebrated. 
● First proclaimed by the member states of UNESCO in 2011 and later adopted internationally by the UN 

General Assembly in 2012. 
● The objective of World Radio Day is to promote the medium, increase accessibility, and encourage 

more people to use it. 
The 2021 edition of WRD is divided into three main sub-themes. 

1. Evolution: The world changes, radio evolves. 
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2. Innovation: The world changes, radio adapts and innovates. 
3. Connection: The world changes, radio connects. 

 

30. Mandarin duck: 
● First spotted in Maguri-Motapung beel in Assam. 
● Also called the (Aix galericulata), it was first identified by Swedish botanist, 

physician and zoologist Carl Linnaeus in 1758. 
● The migratory duck breeds in Russia, Korea, Japan and northeastern parts 

of China. It now has established populations in Western Europe and 
America too. 

 

31. Arjun Main Battle Tank MK-1A: 
● The Arjun Main Battle Tank project was initiated by DRDO in 1972 with the Combat Vehicles Research 

and Development Establishment (CVRDE) as its lead laboratory. 
● The Arjun tanks stand out for their ‘Fin Stabilised Armour Piercing Discarding Sabot (FSAPDS)’ 

ammunition and 120-mm calibre rifled gun. 
● It also has a computer-controlled integrated fire control system with stabilised sighting that works in all 

lighting conditions. 
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32. Dickinsonia: 
● Researchers have discovered three fossils of the 

earliest known living animal — the 550-million-year-
old ‘Dickinsonia’ — on the roof of the Bhimbetka 
Rock Shelters, about 40 km from Bhopal. 

● Dickinsonia is an extinct genus of a basal animal that 
lived during the late Ediacaran period. The fossils 
are known only in the form of imprints and casts in 
sandstone beds. 

● Ediacaran Period is a geological period that spans 94 
million years from the end of the Cryogenian Period 
635 million years ago to the beginning of the Cambrian Period 541 million years ago. 

 

33. Giant Leatherback turtle: 
Context: Proposals for tourism and port 
development in the Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) 
Islands have conservationists worried over the 
fate of some of the most important nesting 
populations of the Giant Leatherback turtle in 
this part of the Indian Ocean. 
Key facts: 

● The largest of the seven species of sea 
turtles on the planet and also the most 
long-ranging, Leatherbacks are found in 
all oceans except the Arctic and the 
Antarctic. 

● Within the Indian Ocean, they nest only 
in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 

● They are also listed in Schedule I of 
India’s Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 

34. Maa Centeens: 
Launched by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee for providing subsidised cooked meals for the poor 
and the destitute at a nominal cost of ₹5. 
 

35. What is Sandes? 
● The National Informatics Centre has launched an instant 

messaging platform called Sandes on the lines of WhatsApp. 
● Like WhatsApp, the new NIC platform can be used for all kinds of 

communications by anyone with a mobile number or email id. 
● The limitation, however, is that the app does not allow the user 

to change their email id or registered phone number. The user 
will have to re-register as a new user in case they wish to change 
their registered email id or phone number on the app. 

 

36. Maharaja Suheldev: 
PM to lay the foundation stone of Maharaja Suheldev Memorial and development work of Chittaura Lake in 
Uttar Pradesh. 
Key Facts: 
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1. Suheldev was a legendary king of Shravasti (in present day north-eastern Uttar Pradesh) who is known 
to have defeated and killed the Ghaznavi general Ghazi Saiyyad Salar Masud in Bahraich in the early 
11th century. 

2. Raja Suheldev finds mention in ‘Mirat-i-Masudi’, a 17th century Persian-language historical account. 
3. ‘Mirat-i-Masudi’ is the biography of Salar Masud, written by Abd-ur-Rahman Chishti during the reign of 

the Mughal emperor Jahangir (1605–1627). According to the legend, Suhaldev was the eldest son of 
King Mordhwaj of Shravasti. 

 

37. Odisha’s Karlapat Sanctuary: 
Six elephants die of haemorrhagic septicaemia in a fortnight in Odisha’s Karlapat Sanctuary. 

● Haemorrhagic septicaemia is a contagious bacterial disease which infects animals that come in contact 
with contaminated water or soil. 

● The respiratory tract and lungs of the animals are affected, leading to severe pneumonia. 
● The disease generally spreads in the period right before and after the monsoons, said Nath. It can 

affect cattle, buffalo and other animals. 
 

38. Odisha enhances land ceiling to be acquired by industry: 
The land limit has been extended by exercise of the powers conferred by the Right to Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 and the Odisha Right to Fair 
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Rules, 2016. 

● In both rural and urban areas, the extent of land to be acquired through direct negotiation has been 
doubled. 

● As per a resolution published by the government, private companies can now purchase 500 acres in 
rural areas and 100 acres in urban centres. 

 

39. France passes Bill to battle extremism: 
France Parliament has passed a Bill that would strengthen oversight of mosques, schools and sports clubs to 
safeguard France from radical Islamists and ensure respect for French values. 
 

40. E-Chhawani portal launched: 
● The portal (https://echhawani.gov.in/) has been created to provide 

online civic services to over 20 lakh residents of 62 Cantonment Boards 
across the country. 

● Through the portal, the residents of cantonment areas will be able to 
avail basic services like renewal of leases, application for birth & death 
certificates, water & sewerage connections. 

 
 
 

41. Charminar: 
● Built by Mohammed Quli Qutab Shah, in 1591 to commemorate the end of the plague in the city. 
● Each minar stands on a lotus-leaf base, a special recurrent motif in Qutub Shahi buildings. 

Why in News? 
No records of chilla (a small shrine) adjacent to Charminar, says the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The 
ASI was responding to a Right to Information query. 
 

42. ISL dictionary: 
The third edition of the digital Indian Sign Language dictionary was launched recently. 
It included 10,000 terms across six categories. 
The dictionary was prepared by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre under the Social 
Justice and Empowerment Ministry. 
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● ISLRTC is an autonomous body under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
● The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 recognizes Sign Language as a means of 

communication. 
 

43. Mahabahu Brahmaputra initiative: 
The program is aimed at providing seamless connectivity to the Eastern parts of India and includes various 
development activities for the people living around River Brahmaputra and River Barak. 
The launch of Mahabahu-Brahmaputra will be marked by the inauguration of: 

1. The Ro-Pax vessel operations between Neamati-Majuli Island, North Guwahati-South Guwahati and 
Dhubri-Hatsingimari. 

2. The shilanyas of Inland Water Transport (IWT) Terminal at Jogighopa and various tourist jetties on River 
Brahmaputra and launch of digital solutions for Ease-of-Doing-Business. 

 

44. Dhubri-Phulbari bridge: 
● The 19-km long four-lane bridge connecting Dhubri in Assam and Phulbari in Meghalaya will be India's 

longest bridge once completed. 
● It will be built at an estimated cost of Rs 4,997 crore was approved in February 2019 and work of have 

been awarded in November 2020. 
● Assam & Meghalaya will have a direct connection with West Bengal through this bridge. 
● The bridge will be located on NH-127B, originating from Srirampur on NH-27 (East-West Corridor), and 

terminating at Nongstoin on NH-106 in the State of Meghalaya. 
 

45. Majuli-Jorhat bridge: 
● Connects Nemati ghat to Kamlabari ghat on the Brahmaputra river. 
● The bridge will provide easy and all-time access to the people living in remote areas in Majuli Island 

with the rest of Assam to meet their health, education and day to day development activities. 
 

46. FB blocks access to news in Australia: 
Facebook has blocked Australians from sharing news stories. 

● The move is in response to the escalating a fight with the government over whether powerful tech 
companies should have to pay news organisations for content. 

What's the issue? 
● Facebook acted after the House of Representatives passed legislation that would make it and Google 

pay for Australian journalism.  
● The Australian law would require Facebook and Google to reach commercial deals with news outlets, 

whose links drive traffic to their platforms, or be subjected to forced arbitration to agree a price. 
 

47. Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge: 
● Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry. 
● It is a challenge for cities to develop and implement initiatives to improve the quality of life of young 

children, caregivers and families. 
Context: 
The Urban Affairs Ministry has announced the names of the 25 cities selected for the Nurturing 
Neighbourhoods Challenge under the Smart Cities Mission. 
 

48. Hyderabad wins global ‘Tree City’ status: 
● Hyderabad has won a green contest among cities in India, and emerged one of the ‘Tree Cities of the 

World’. 
● That title has been bestowed by the Arbor Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). 
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● The city was evaluated on five metrics: ‘Establish Responsibility’, ‘Set the Rules’, ‘Know What You 
Have’, ‘Allocate the Resources’, and ‘Celebrate the Achievements’. 

● Hyderabad has been selected for its commitment to growing and maintaining urban forestry. 
● With the recognition, the city joins 120 others from 23 countries, including the U.S., the U.K., Canada, 

and Australia. 
 

49. What is Visva-Bharati? 
● Visva-Bharati is a public research central university and an Institution of National Importance located in 

Santiniketan, West Bengal, India. 
● It was founded by Rabindranath Tagore who called it Visva-Bharati, which means the communion of 

the world with India. 
● Visva-Bharati was declared to be a central university and an institution of national importance by an 

Act of Parliament in 1951. 
 

50. Places in News- Nathu La: 
● Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas. 
● It connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China’s Tibet 

Autonomous Region. 
● It is also one of the four officially agreed BPM (Border 

Personnel Meeting) points between the Indian Army 
and People’s Liberation Army of China for regular 
consultations and interactions between the two 
armies, which helps in defusing stand-offs. 

 

51. Pugalur-Thrissur high voltage direct current (HVDC) power transmission 
corridor: 

It is Kerala’s first HVDC inter-connection with the national grid and the country’s first system to use the voltage 
source converter technology. 
 

52. What is Software-Defined Radio? 
● Software-defined radio (SDR) is a radio communication system where components that have been 

traditionally implemented in hardware (e.g. mixers, filters, amplifiers, modulators/demodulators, 
detectors, etc.) are instead implemented by means of software on a personal computer or embedded 
system. 

● A basic SDR system may consist of a personal computer running SDR software that interfaces with 
analog-to-digital converter over USB or ethernet, preceded by some form of RF front end with RF 
amplifiers, filters and attenuators. 

Why in News? 
To arm the soldiers with advantages offered by technology and equip them to fight a war in the net–centric 
battle space, the existing radios are to be replaced soon by indigenously developed Software Defined Radio 
(SDR). 
 

53. Helina and Dhruvastra: 
● The ‘Helina’ and ‘Dhruvastra’ are third-generation anti-tank guided missiles. 
● They were successfully test-fired by India recently. 
● Both were indigenously developed by DRDO. 

 

54. What is Line of Credit (LOC)? 
The Line of Credit is not a grant but a ‘soft loan’ provided on concessional interest rates to developing 
countries, which has to be repaid by the borrowing government. 
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● The borrower can access funds from the line of credit at any time as long as they do not exceed the 
maximum amount (or credit limit) set in the agreement and meet any other requirements such as 
making timely minimum payments. 

Context: 
India and the Maldives have signed a defence Line of Credit agreement worth $50 million. 
 

55. Black-footed ferret: 
● U.S. scientists have successfully cloned an endangered black-footed 

ferret using frozen cells from along-dead wild animal, the first time any 
native endangered species has been cloned in the United States. 

● The species is North America's only native ferret.  
● The species was considered extinct until seven were found in 1981. 

 

56. Sant Ravidasji: 
● He was a poet-saint of the Bhakti movement in northern India. 
● Founder of the Ravidassia sect. 
● He taught against caste-based discrimination. 
● Some of the devotional verses he composed have been included in the Guru 

Granth Sahib. 
 

57. International Mother Language Day: 
● Observed on 21 February every year. 
● The Day is celebrated to promote awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity and to promote 

multilingualism. 
● First announced by UNESCO in 1999, it was formally recognized by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 2002. 
● The idea to celebrate International Mother Language Day was the initiative of Bangladesh. 
● Theme for IMLD 2021 is “Fostering multilingualism for inclusion in education and society”. 

 

58. Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile (VL-SRSAM): 
● VL-SRSAM is meant for neutralizing various aerial threats at close ranges including sea-skimming 

targets. 
● It has been indigenously designed and developed by DRDO for the Indian Navy. 
● The canister-based state-of-the-art weapon system has a strike range of about 40 km. 

 

59. Skill Development Centre (SDC) for Fire Safety Training: 
Situated at Pilkhuwa in Uttar Pradesh. 

● The facility, created by the Delhi-based DRDO laboratory Centre for Fire, Explosive and Environment 
Safety (CFEES), is aimed at developing trained human resources, fire safety technology and products to 
save precious human lives and valued assets. 

● The first of its kind in India, the SDC has been created by adopting state-of-the-art technology and 
setting up of simulation systems for validation of fire at realistic scale in order to meet the challenges 
and enhance the skills of Defence Fire Service Personnel and combatants from the Armed Forces. 

 

60. Uthuru Thila Falhu(UTF): 
● India has signed an agreement with Maldives for developing a Maldives National Defence Force Coast 

Guard Harbour at Sifvaru --Uthuru Thilafalhu(UTF). 
● The pact aims to "develop, support and maintain" the harbour and is part of the request made by the 

Maldivian government in April 2013 to the Indian government to enhance the capability of the 
Maldivian Defence forces. 
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61. Zolgensma gene therapy: 
Zolgensma gene 
therapy is a one-
time injection 
that replaces the 
defective gene 
with normal 
gene and 
rectifies the 
disorder. In 
2019, US FDA 
approved this 
therapy for 
children aged 
less than two 
years. 
 

62. Defence Acquisitions Council (DAC): 
What is it? To counter corruption and speed up decision- making in military procurement, the government of 
India in 2001 decided to set up an integrated DAC. It is headed by the Defence Minister. 
Objective: The objective of the DAC is to ensure expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of the 
Armed Forces, in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated 
budgetary resources. 
Functions: The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to acquisitions, based on long-term procurement 
plans. It also clears all acquisitions, which includes both imported and those produced indigenously or under a 
foreign license. 
 

63. What is LoC? 
● Originally known as the Cease-fire Line, it was redesignated as the “Line of Control” following the Simla 

Agreement, which was signed on 3 July 1972. 
● The part of Jammu that is under Indian control is known as the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The 

Pakistani-controlled part is divided into Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit–Baltistan. The 
northernmost point of the Line of Control is known as NJ9842. 

● Another ceasefire line separates the Indian-controlled state of Jammu and Kashmir from the Chinese-
controlled area known as Aksai Chin. 

● The Line of Control divided Kashmir into two parts and closed the Jehlum valley route. 
Context: 
Days after the Jammu and Kashmir administration disallowed women from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) to 
meet visiting foreign envoys, they held a protest march in Srinagar demanding travel documents to meet their 
relatives across the Line of Control (LoC). 
 

64. Accredited investor: 
● Also called as qualified investors or professional investors. 
● They are those who have an understanding of various financial products and the risks and returns 

associated with them. 
● They can take informed decisions regarding their investments and are recognised by many securities 

and financial market regulators globally. 
Why in News? 
SEBI moots concept of ‘accredited investor’. 

● It said the accreditation once granted shall be valid for a year. 
● It also said the accreditation may be carried out via 'Accreditation Agencies’ which may be the market 

infrastructure institutions or their subsidiaries. 
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65. Imran announces $50 mn defence credit line for Lanka: 
● Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan announced a $50 million defence credit line facility for Sri Lanka. 
● Mr. Khan’s visit to Sri Lanka is the first to be undertaken by a head of government, after the pandemic 

hit the world. 
● It was the first visit by the Pakistani Prime Minister since the formation of the new governments in 

both the countries. 
(Note: Details are not necessary). 
 

66. Ghana first country to receive COVAX vaccines: 
Ghana became the first country to receive vaccines under COVAX – an initiative to reduce vaccine disparity 
between high- and low-income countries – with 600,000 doses of the AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine arriving in 
the capital Accra. 
What is COVAX? 

● COVAX is a partnership between the World Health Organization (WHO) and two international groups – 
the Gavi vaccine alliance and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) – which aims 
to send vaccines to developing countries. 

● The majority of its funding has come from high-income countries and international organisations like 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 

67. National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM): 
● Launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. Based on the three pillars of people, process 

and platform, the NUDM will create a shared digital infrastructure for urban India. 
● The mission seeks to make urban governance and service delivery citizen-centric and ecosystem-driven 

in all cities and towns by 2024. 
● Its technology design principles are based on the National Urban Innovation Stack, which was released 

in 2019. 
 

68. International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD): 
Context: 
International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD) Symposium on Sustainable Development of Dams & River 
Basins inaugurated. 

● The International Commission On Large Dams (ICOLD) is a non-governmental International 
Organization which provides a forum for the exchange of knowledge and experience in dam 
engineering. 

● ICOLD was founded in 1928 and has National Committees from more than 100 countries with 
approximately 10000 individual members. 

● The members are mostly practising engineers, geologists and scientists form governmental or private 
organizations, consulting firms, universities, laboratories and construction companies. 

● ICOLD leads the profession in setting standards and guidelines to ensure that dams are built and 
operated safely, efficiently, economically, and are environmentally sustainable and socially equitable. 

● It is headquartered in Paris, France. 
 

69. China's PPP: 
● China’s elimination of absolute poverty is defined according to the government’s poverty line of $2.30 

in terms of purchasing power parity (PPP) per person a day, which is higher than the international 
poverty line of $1.90 PPP. 

● The World Bank defines the poverty line for lower middle income countries at $3.20 PPP and for upper 
middle income countries, such as China, at $5.50 PPP. 
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70. Haryana govt. to table anti-conversion Bill: 
The Haryana government is planning to bring in a Bill against “religious conversions through force or fraudulent 
means” and another one to recover damages to public and private properties from rioters and protesters in the 
upcoming budget session of the Assembly. 
 

71. SC plans exclusive courts for cheque cases: 
● The Supreme Court has considered the creation of additional courts to exclusively hear and decide 

cheque bounce cases. 
● The court had found that over 35 lakh cheque bounce cases were pending in various courts across the 

country. 
Background: The issue of prolonged litigation regarding dishonoured cheques came to the court’s notice when 
it was hearing a case dating back to 2005. 
 

72. Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS): 
● It is an autonomous organization of the Government of India, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
● INCOIS is mandated to provide the best possible ocean information and advisory services to society, 

industry, government agencies and the scientific community. 
Why in News? 
INCOIS is planning to take the help of the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) for aerial mapping of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep to get a better picture of the ocean floor, also called 
‘bathymetric’ study. 
 

73. River Beas: 
● The Centre is going to stop 232 Million Gallons per Day (MGD) of water 

coming from the Beas to Delhi for a month. 
● Centre is starting a repair work, which will create complete closure of 

Nangal hydel channel. This will stop 25% of the water supply in Delhi. 
About the Beas: 

1. The Beas originates near the Rohtang Pass, at a height of 4,062 m above 
sea level, on the southern end of the Pir Panjal Range, close to the source 
of the Ravi. 

2. It crosses the Dhaola Dhar range and it takes a south-westerly direction 
and meets the Satluj river at Harike in Punjab. 

3. It is a comparatively small river which is only 460 km long but lies entirely within the Indian territory. 
 

74. Mannathu Padmanabhan: 
● Mannathu Padmanabhan (1878 – 1970) was an Indian social reformer and 

freedom fighter from Kerala. 
● He took part in anti-untouchability agitations and advocated opening temples for 

people of all castes. 
● He also participated in the Vaikom Satyagraha. 
● He is also known for his founding of the Nair Service Society (NSS). 

75. Asia Economic Dialogue (AED): 
● It is the flagship geo-economics conference of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), India. 
● The AED 2021 is jointly convened by the MEA and Pune International Centre (PIC). 
● This is the fifth edition of the AED, and the second one organised by PIC. 
● The theme for this year’s conference is “Post Covid-19 Global Trade and Finance Dynamics”. 
● It is an international geo-economics conference, focusing on trade and finance dynamics in Asia and its 

extended neighbourhood. 
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76. INS Utkrosh: 
● It is an Indian naval air station under the joint-services Andaman and Nicobar Command of the Indian 

Armed Forces. 
● It is located near naval base INS Jarawa, on Port Blair in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
● It is the first naval air station in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 
 
 

Value addition for Mains: 
 
GS Papers 1 and 4: 
 
 

1. Same-sex marriages will cause havoc, Central govt. tells HC: 
The Centre opposed any changes to the existing laws on marriage to recognise same-sex marriages. 
Please note, In 2018, a landmark judgment of the Supreme Court decriminalised consensual homosexual sex in 
India. 
Centre's arguments: 

1. Living together as partners and having a sexual relationship by same-sex individuals is not comparable 
with the Indian family unit concept of a husband, a wife and children which necessarily presuppose a 
biological man as a husband, a biological woman as a wife and the children born out of the union 
between the two. 

2. Any other interpretation except treating the husband as a biological man and the wife as a biological 
woman will make all statutory provisions unworkable. 

3. Such interference would cause complete havoc with the delicate balance of personal laws in the 
country. 

4. Registration of marriage of same-sex persons also results in a violation of existing personal as well as 
codified law provisions — such as ‘degrees of prohibited relationship’; ‘conditions of marriage’; 
‘ceremonial and ritual requirements’ under the personal laws governing the individuals. 

 
 
 

Articles covered previously: 
 

1. Collection of DNA samples will lead to misuse: 
Link: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01/28/dna-technology-use-and-application-regulation-bill-2019/. 
 

2. Both sides disengaging from Pangong lake area, says China. 
Link: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01/12/china-draws-back-troops-from-lac/. 
 

3. Puducherry: Cabinet gives nod for President’s Rule: 
As expected, Puducherry has been placed under President's rule. There are no new developments on the issue. 
We have already covered President's Rule in detail on: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/02/23/what-next-in-puducherry-as-narayanasamy-loses-trust-vote/. 
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4. Cabinet approves PLI plan for pharmaceuticals, IT hardware: 
Often in News. 
Latest developments:  The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for the 
pharmaceuticals and IT hardware sectors, entailing an outlay of ₹15,000 crore and ₹7,350 crore, respectively. 
For more details on the scheme, refer: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/02/18/production-linked-incentive-scheme/. 
 
Please note, in November 2020, the government approved the PLI scheme for 10 key sectors which included: 

1. Advance Chemistry. 
2. Electronic/Technology Products. 
3. Automobiles and components. 
4. Pharmaceuticals drugs. 
5. Telecom and Networking Products. 
6. Textile Products: MMF segment and technical textiles. 
7. Food Products. 
8. High Efficiency Solar PV Modules. 
9. White Goods (ACs & LED). 
10. Speciality Steel. 

 
Regarding the scheme, please concentrate on: 

1. Eligible Sectors. 
2. Minimum and maximum investment limit considered? 
3. What is incremental investment? 
4. Incentives. 
5. Are foreign players eligible? 
6. Overall benefits of the scheme. 

 

5. Pakistan will remain on FATF ‘greylist’: 
Details on: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/02/18/pak-to-remain-in-fatf-grey-list-until-june/. 
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