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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Discuss the constitutional provisions available for the Finance Commission of India 

and explain its significance. Also, examine how the 15th Finance Commission report 

has the potential to transform the financial governance of India’s municipalities .(250 

words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The final report of XV FC for FY 2021-22 to FY 2025-26 is expected to be tabled along with the 
forthcoming Budget 2021-22. Thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to note upon Finance commission and the recently released 
interim report. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the constitutional provisions of FC. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the working and purpose of the FC; 
The Finance Commission is a body set up under Article 280 of the Constitution, primarily to 
recommend measures and methods on how revenues, which the government earns through various 
taxes, need to be distributed between the Centre and the states. 
Discuss the related provisions of it in detail. 
Bring out the highlights of final Report of 15th FC and how it could possibly change the face of the 
urban governance which is currently in tatters. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by relevance of the to be released final report of the 15th Finance Commission. 
Introduction: 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted by a Presidential Order in November, 

2017 under the Chairmanship of Shri N. K. Singh to decide the formula for devolution of revenue 

between Centre and States, for a period of 5 years – April, 2020 to March, 2025. The XV FC, 

however, was given an extension of a year due to uncertainties in key macro areas (new monetary 

policy framework, GST, bankruptcy code, demonetization, etc.). 

Body: 

Finance Commission: 

• The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitution, 

mainly to give its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the 

States and amongst the States themselves. 
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• Two distinctive features of the Commission’s work involve redressing the vertical imbalances 

between the taxation powers and expenditure responsibilities of the centre and the States 

respectively and equalization of all public services across the States. 

Constitutional Provisions of Finance Commission India:  

A defined frame of constitutional provisions of finance commission India was drafted during the 

early 1920s. This was drafted with the main motto of maximum exploitation of business opportunity 

for the British ruler. Further, the British ruler also employed the policy of favoritism towards local 

Indian rulers to create a wedge of communal difference amongst the dominant religions of India.  

Constitutional provisions of finance commission India:  

• The President of India shall, within maximum of two years from the commencement of the draft 

and thereafter completion of every fifth year or at earlier time (as he deems necessary), by order 

should constitute a Finance Commission 

• The Finance Commission shall consist of a chairman and four other members, appointed by the 

President himself 

• The elected parliament may by formulating appropriate law determine the qualifications of such 

members of the Finance Commission and it may also determine the manner in which the 

members shall be selected. 

Major recommendations of XV FC to strengthen Municipalities: 

The XV FC Commission has significantly raised the bar on financial governance of India’s 

municipalities in the interim report in at least four specific ways. 

• Rise in overall outlay: 

▪ It has set aside Rs 29,000 crore for FY 2020-21 and indicated the intent to raise the share of 

municipalities in the total grants’ of local bodies (including panchayats) gradually over the 

medium term, from the existing 30 per cent to 40 per cent.  

▪ This could result in the outlay over five years being in the range of Rs 1,50,000-Rs 2,00,000 

crore compared to Rs 87,000 crore during the XIV FC period. 

• Two very important entry conditions have been set for any municipality in India to receive FC 

grants: Publication of audited annual accounts and notification of floor rates for property tax.  

▪ These two entry conditions lay strong foundations for financial accountability of 

municipalities and own revenue enhancement respectively.  

▪ There are other reforms, too, that are underway on these fronts. The Aatmanirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan links Rs 50,000 crore of additional borrowing limits for states to reforms in 

property taxes and user charges for water and sanitation.  

▪ There is also a thrust on municipal bonds and municipal finance reform conditions under 

AMRUT.  

▪ The last year-and-a-half, therefore, may have witnessed the strongest push in recent times 

for transformed financial governance in our municipalities. 

• Nuanced approach of distinguishing between million-plus urban agglomerations, and other 

cities: 

▪ The XV FC has now provided for 100 per cent outcome-based funding of approximately Rs 

9,000 crore to 50 million-plus urban agglomerations (excluding Union Territories) with 
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specific emphasis on air quality, water supply and sanitation and basic grants to the rest of 

the cities, with 50 per cent of the end-use tied to water supply and sanitation.  

• A unified theatre of action to solve complex challenges: 

▪ For the first time, there is also an acknowledgement of the metropolitan area as a unified 

theatre of action to solve complex challenges of air quality, water and sanitation, with 

implicit emphasis on inter-agency coordination. 

• A common digital platform: 

▪ A common digital platform for municipal accounts, a consolidated view of municipal 

finances and sectoral outlays at the state level, and digital footprint of individual 

transactions at source, the FC has delightfully broken new ground and demonstrated 

farsightedness. 

Conclusion: 

The foundation for some of these were laid by previous finance commissions, particularly the 

thirteenth and fourteenth. However, the ultimate responsibility for municipal finance reforms 

remains with state governments. Constitutional bodies such as the finance commission cannot be 

seen as principal actors in driving transformational change in our cities. They can, at best, prepare 

the ground and provide incentives and disincentives. 

We need our municipal legislation to reflect progressive and enabling financial governance of 

our cities through five reform agendas of fiscal decentralisation (including strengthening state 

finance commissions), revenue optimisation (to enhance own revenues), fiscal responsibility and 

budget management (to accelerate municipal borrowings), institutional capacities (towards an 

adequately skilled workforce) and transparency and citizen participation (for democratic 

accountability at the neighbourhood level). 

As the pace of globalisation, digitisation and connectivity accelerates, balancing 

civil liberties with security concerns will become an increasingly difficult task. 

Governments, will have to create modern, independent institutions that have the 

authority and expertise to create frameworks that meet these challenges, without 

falling back on measures that result in state overreach. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Indian Constitution—historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 
provisions and basic structure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about balancing civil liberties of people and the security concerns of the state in the digital 
age. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the increasing resort of the government to internet shutdowns to uphold law 
and order. 
Body: 
Cite facts related to instances of internet shutdown and draw comparison to other countries. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-cost-of-internet-shutdowns/article33777210.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 13 

Mention the reasons why the suspension of internet becomes a necessity – breakdown of law and 
order, threat to security, polarization, fake news, attempts to disrupt communal harmony etc. 
Bring out the impact of frequent suspensions. Right to access the Internet being a fundamental right, 
breed deep-rooted societal difficulties, hamper pandemic related work, freeze economic activity, 
effect on emergency response and relief system etc. 
Write about creating new institutions and making the existing systems more robust to handle the 
above mentioned threats rather than resorting to shutdowns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward which emphasizes that shutdowns must be an exception. 
Introduction: 

India shuts down Internet services more than any other democracy in the world. The past four years 

have seen over 400 such shutdowns. Many parts of Jammu and Kashmir saw a partial restoration of 

digital services after a long period of 223 days, one of the longest Internet shutdowns across the 

world, since the abrogation of Article 370 in the erstwhile State. 

Body 

Reasons for curbing civil liberties 

• The use of internet shutdowns by police and other government authorities has become 

standard operating procedure when dealing with protests, demonstrations, or other 

perceived tense situations. 

• It was resorted during violet farm protests in the border areas of Delhi, very recently. 

• In Jammu Kashmir, it was under the behest of national security and sovereignty post 

abrogation of Article 370. 

• Shutting down internet is a legal grey area in India. It is a necessary evil, but must be used 

only as a last resort.  

• The Supreme court had declared it as an enabler of right to free speech and hence a 

fundamental right. 

• Mob attacks, lynching, orchestrated communal riots are some areas where government had 

to curb civil liberties by imposing curfew and internet blockade.  

Measures needed 

• Internet bans should be a last resort and must be enforced following well-formulated 

protocols.  

• Emergency response and relief systems for the vulnerable have to then work in parallel. Eg: 

During Pandemic, reaching out to crores of Indians was possible through use of social 

media and internet. 

• Upgrading cyber divisions of law enforcement agencies with new-age innovations may offer 

several alternatives.  

• Rather than having adhoc provisions made by Telecom Rules, a comprehensive pro-liberty 

legislation must be enacted having only the rarest cases where internet shutdowns must be 

allowed. 

• A maximum threshold must be made on the duration of such a shutdown, monitored by an 

independent quasi-judicial committee which also decides on shutdown, on case-by-case 

basis. 

• Taking this decision-making authority out of government’s discretion is necessary to ensure 

the balance between civil liberty and security. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 14 

Conclusion 

Indiscriminate curbing of liberties such as Internet blockades are not likely to safeguard public order 

in today’s time and age. They have high social and economic costs and are often ineffective. A 

proportionality and necessity test and cost-benefit analysis to determine the right course of action 

are essential at this juncture. Indian civil society needs to push for a transparent and accountable 

system which ensures better rights. 

Explain the judicial powers of the president with respect to sentences of any person 

convicted of any offence. How does the powers of the Governor differ with the respect to 

that of the President in this regard? What should be the considerations taken in to 

account while granting clemency to convicts? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit has decided that only the President can decide the issue of 
granting remission to the seven life convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the Power of president to grant pardons, etc., and to suspend, remit or commute 
sentences and differences with respect to the power of the governor in the same area. Also, to write 
about considerations that should be undertaken while grant clemency. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about Article 72 of the Indian Constitution. 
Body: 
In detail explain the judicial powers of the president in this regard and instances where the President 
can grant clemency. Explain about – Pardon, Commutation, Remission, Respite and Reprieve. 
Write about Article 161 and compare the powers of the Governor with respect to those president on 
the above line. 
Next, write about considerations that should be taken in to account while granting clemency. The 
question of remission should not be a matter of politics and electoral considerations. It should be 
objective and based up on the facts of the case and on humanitarian considerations. Use examples to 
substantiate your points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

The President of India, officially the President of the Republic of India, is the ceremonial head of 

state of India and the Commander-in-chief of the Indian Armed Forces. The President enjoys judicial 

powers as well. He has the power to grant pardons, reprieves, suspension, remission or condonation 

of a punishment or sentence by court martial. The President’s pardon could be sought for any death 

sentence 

Body: 

The President of India is vested with the following judicial powers by the Constitution 

Article 60: 
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• Appointment of Judges: The President also appoints the Chief Justice and other judges on the 

advice of the Chief Justice. 

• Removal of Judges: The President can also remove a Judge if both Houses of the Parliament, i.e. 

the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha passed a resolution by a two-thirds majority to that effect. 

Pardoning Powers of the President 

Article 72 empowers the President to grant pardons to persons who have been tried and convicted 

of any offence in all cases where 

• Punishment or sentence is for an offence listed under a Central law 

• Punishment or sentence given by a Martial court 

• Death sentence 

The President is vested with the following types of pardoning powers under Article 72: 

• Pardon: frees a convict from all charges, i.e., the sentence of the convict is completely 

removed. 

• Commute: one form of punishment is substituted with another form of punishment, i.e., the 

nature of punishment is changed. For example, a convict’s death sentence can be commuted 

to rigorous imprisonment. 

• Remit: the term of punishment is reduced without changing the nature of punishment. For 

example, a convict’s 10 years’ rigorous imprisonment is remitted to 7 years’ rigorous 

imprisonment. 

• Reprieve: the execution of a sentence is suspended for a temporary period. For example, a 

convict’s death sentence is reprieved as his mercy petition is pending with the office of the 

President. 

• Respite: the sentence is reduced or the nature of the sentence is changed because of a 

special reason. For example, a convict can be given respite from rigorous imprisonment if he 

is a terminally ill patient. 

Advisory Jurisdiction of Supreme Court 

Article 143 empowers the President to refer any matter on any question of fact or law on a matter 

of public importance and seek its advice. The Supreme Court may or may not tender its advice to the 

President except if the question is on federal disputes specially those arising out of pre-

constitutional agreements. In other words, it is the duty of the Supreme Court to tender advice on all 

matters related to the federal disputes, when referred by the President. However, the advice 

tendered by the Supreme Court is not binding on the President, he has complete discretion on 

whether to consider it or not. 

Difference of powers between President and Governor: 

The Constitution through Article 161 also empowers the Governor of a state to pardon, commute, 

remit, reprieve and respite sentences. However, there are several differences between the 

pardoning powers of the President and the Governor which are listed below: 
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• While the President can pardon sentences imposed by a central law, the Governor can pardon 

sentences imposed under the state law 

• The President can pardon a death sentence, whereas, the Governor cannot pardon a death 

sentence even if it is imposed under the state law 

• The President can pardon a martial court sentence but the Governor has no such power 

Considerations that should be taken in to account while granting clemency: 

• The President while exercising the power under Article 72 can go into the merits of the case 

notwithstanding that it has been judicially concluded by the consideration given to it by the 

Supreme Court.  

• The power under Article 72 entitles the President to examine the record of evidence of the 

criminal case and to determine for himself whether the case is one deserving the grant of the 

relied falling within that power.  

• He can, on scrutiny of the evidence on record in the criminal case, come to a conclusion different 

from that recorded by the Court in regard to the guilt of, and sentence imposes on, the accused. 

• In doing so, the President does not amend or modify or supersede the judicial record. The 

judicial record remains intact and undisturbed.  

• Therefore, there is no interference with the functions of the judiciary.  

• The administration of justice by the courts is not necessarily always wise or certainly considerate 

of circumstances, which may properly mitigate guilt.  

• To afford a remedy, it has always been thought essential in popular governments, as well as in 

monarchies, to vest in some other authority than the courts, power to improve or avoid 

particular criminal judgments.  

• It is only a check entrusted to the Executive for special cases. 

• It is clear that the powers vested in the President of India under Art. 72; in the Governor under 

Article 161 of the Constitution and in the State Government under S. 401 of the Cr.P.C. are 

essentially executive powers of mercy which operate in completely different fields.  

• The trial of criminals and the passing of sentences are purely in the domain of the judiciary 

whereas the execution of sentences is purely with the Executive Government. 

• Thus it is clear that the orders under Article 72 are essentially and basically executive orders in a 

completely different field. 

• The Head of the Executive exercises his powers of mercy under the Constitution commonly 

known as ‘mercy jurisdiction’.  

• Since no such powers are vested with any judicial organ; there can be no infringement upon its 

functions. 

Clarifications given by Supreme court regarding the clemency powers of the President: 
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• Supreme Court in a catena of cases has laid down the law relating to judicial review of pardoning 

power. 

• In Maru Ram v Union of India, the Constitutional Bench of Supreme Court held that the power 

under Article 72 is to be exercised on the advice of the Central Government and not by the 

President on his own, and that the advice of the Government binds the head of the Republic. 

• In Dhananjoy Chatterjee alias Dhana v State of West Bengal, the Supreme Court reiterated its 

earlier stand in Maru Ram’s case and said that the power under Articles 72 and 161 of the 

Constitution can be exercised by the Central and State Governments, not by the President or 

Governor on their own. The advice of the appropriate Government binds the Head of the state. 

• The Supreme Court in Ranga Billa case was once again called upon to decide the nature and 

ambit of the pardoning power of the President of India under Article 72 of the Constitution. The 

term “pardon” itself signifies that it is entirely a discretionary remedy and grant or rejection of it 

need not to be reasoned. 

• Supreme Court once again in Kehar Singh v Union of India reiterated its earlier stand and held 

that the grant of pardon by the President is an act of grace and, therefore, cannot be claimed as 

a matter of right. The power exercisable by the President being exclusively of administrative 

nature, is not justiciable. 

• In a landmark judgment in Epuru Sudhakar case it was held by the Supreme Court that it is a 

well-set principle that a limited judicial review of exercise of clemency powers is available to the 

Supreme Court and High Courts. Granting of clemency by the President or Governor can be 

challenged on the following grounds: 

▪ The order has been passed without application of mind. 

▪ The order is mala fide. 

▪ The order has been passed on extraneous or wholly irrelevant considerations. 

▪ Relevant material has been kept out of consideration. 

▪ The order suffers from arbitrariness. 

• In the Landmark judgment in Shatrughan Chauhan case Supreme court said that: 

▪ Delay by the government in taking a decision about the mercy petition of the death row 

convicts was in fact a valid ground for commutation of their sentence. 

▪ This judgment came as a relief to as many as fifteen death row convicts, whose sentence 

was thus commuted to life term. This judgment also included the factor that 

schizophrenia and mental illness is also a defence against death penalty and such a 

person cannot be hanged. 

▪ In this case, the Supreme Court overruled its own verdict in Devinderpal Singh 

Bhullar’s case in which it had held that delay in deciding mercy plea cannot be a 

ground for commutation of death sentence. 

• The supreme court laid down the following principles: 

▪ The petitioner for mercy has no right to an oral hearing by the President. 
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▪ The president can examine the evidence afresh and take a view different from the view 

taken by the court. 

▪ The power is to be exercised by the president on the advice of the union cabinet 

▪ The president is not bound to give reasons for his/her order. 

▪ The president can afford relief not only from a sentence that he regards as unduly harsh 

but also from an evident mistake. 

▪ The exercise of power by the president is not subject to judicial review except where the 

presidential decision is arbitrary, irrational, malafide or discriminatory. 

▪ Where the earlier petition for mercy has been rejected by the President stay cannot be 

obtained by filing another petition. 

Conclusion: 

Presidential pardon is one of the powers that been given to the executive by the Constitution. The 

pardoning power of Executive is very significant as it corrects the errors of judiciary. It eliminates the 

effect of conviction without addressing the defendant’s guilt or innocence. The principles of natural 

justice should be imbibed in the exercise of clemency powers because firstly, they do not affect the 

purpose of mercy jurisdiction and secondly, through procedural fairness the scope of bias is reduced. 

The Preamble is widely accepted as the epitome or soul and spirit of the Indian 

constitution. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, Indian polity – Evolution & Making of the 
Constitution. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer must bring out in what way Preamble of the Indian constitution is the epitome/soul and 
spirit of the constitution. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of what Preamble is. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
What is Preamble? What is the importance of preamble? – The Preamble is the opening statement to 
the Constitution. 
Mention about the significance of the constitution like how it tells the nature of Indian state, 
objective of constitution, how it is useful to judiciary. 
Explain why and how it represents the soul and spirit of the Indian constitution. 
Conclusion: 
One can conclude by highlighting the importance of preamble, for example; Pandit Thakur Das 
Bhargava, a member of constitution assembly, was very right when he summed up the importance of 
the Preamble in following words – “The preamble is most precious part of the constitution. It is the 
proper yardstick with which can measure the worth of the constitution.”   

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 19 

 Introduction: 

Preamble to a constitution is the window to what is there inside the constitution. It is a resolution of 

Indian people to establish a sovereign, socialist, secular and democratic republic. In this republic, 

people will have justice – social, economic and political; liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith 

and worship; and equality of status and opportunity; this will promote fraternity among them and 

assure the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation. 

Body: 

Background: 

• The preamble was written after the Constituent Assembly had written the whole 

constitution.  

• It emerged from the Objectives Resolution which was introduced by Jawaharlal Nehru on 

the fifth day of the inaugural session of the Constituent Assembly debates. 

• In the Keshavananda Bharati Case in 1973, Preamble was held as an integral part of the 

Constitution. 

• The original Preamble did not mention “Secular”, “Socialistic”, and “and Integrity”. They 

were inserted in it through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment.  

Significance of Preamble 

• The Preamble embodies the basic philosophy and fundamental values—political, moral and 

religious —on which the Constitution is based.  

• It contains the grand and noble vision of the Constituent Assembly, and reflects the dreams 

and aspirations of the founding fathers of the Constitution.  

• In the Berubari Union 16 case (1960), the Supreme Court said that the Preamble shows the 

general purposes behind the several provisions in the Constitution, and is thus a key to the 

minds of the makers of the Constitution. 

• Further, where the terms used in any article are ambiguous or capable of more than one 

meaning, some assistance at interpretation may be taken from the objectives enshrined in 

the Preamble. 

• In the words of Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer, a member of the Constituent Assembly who 

played a significant role in making the Constitution, ‘The Preamble to our Constitution 

expresses what we had thought or dreamt so long’.  

• According to K M Munshi, a member of the Drafting Committee of the Constituent 

Assembly, the Preamble is the ‘horoscope of our sovereign democratic republic’. 

• However, it is non-justiciable and is neither a source of authority or prohibition on powers of 

Parliament. Yet it epitomises the very idea of India as an Independent nation. 

• Preamble shows the vision of India and strives for the values enumerated in it, for the 

people of India. 

Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 20 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava, another member of the Constituent Assembly, summed up the 

importance of the Preamble in the following words: ‘The Preamble is the most precious part of the 

Constitution. It is the soul of the Constitution. It is a key to the Constitution. It is a jewel set in the 

Constitution. It is a proper yardstick with which one can measure the worth of the Constitution’ 

The three strands of religious freedom, celebratory neutrality and reformatory justice 

are the core elements of Indian secularism. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, Indian polity – Historical Underpinnings. 
 Key Demand of the question: 
The question is about discussing the principle of Indian Secularism and its core features. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of Secularism. 
Body: 
Explain that Indian constitutional framers sought to tie their new state to ideas of modernity and 
liberalism by creating a government that would ensure citizens’ rights while also creating the 
conditions for democratic citizenship. 
Balancing these two goals has been particularly challenging with regard to religion, as exemplified by 
the emergence of a peculiarly Indian understanding of secularism which requires the no 
establishment of religion but not the separation of religion and state. Supporters argue that this 
brand of secularism is best suited to the particular social and historical circumstances of independent 
India. 
Discuss the significance of the three core elements in detail that constitute Indian secularism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of Indian kind of secularism enshrined in the constitution. 
Introduction: 

‘Secularism’, that defines appropriate relation among state, individual and religion, is interpreted 

differently in different societies, resulting in diverse models. The western model, which usually 

considers separation of state from religion as secularism is different from the Indian model of 

secularism. 

Legal scholar Rajeev Dhavan, who disaggregates Indian secularism into three components: religious 

freedom, celebratory neutrality, and reformatory justice 

Body: 

Background: 

• The 42nd amendment act added the term “secularism” in the Preamble, thus making the 

commitment of Indian state towards secularism more explicit.  

• However, the idea of secularism can be seen in the various provisions of the constitution.  

• For example – Fundamental Rights. Directive principles, Universal Adult Franchise. In S. R. 

Bommai Case. 1994, the SC declared secularism as the “Basic structure” of the constitution 
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Indian model of Secularism: 

• Indian model is neither the model of religious neutrality (DHARM-NIRPEKSTA) nor equal 

treatment of all religions (SARVA-DHARMA-SAMBHAVA).  

• On the contrary, Indian model follows the principle of ‘Principled Distance’ that provides a 

flexibility in approach through differential treatment.  

• Based on the context, the Indian state includes or excludes religion, resulting in 

simultaneous existence of engagement/disengagement b/w state & religion. 

• Religious Freedom: The Indian Constitution protects religious freedom in two ways. It 

▪  protects an individual’s right to profess, practice and propagate a religion, and it 

also assures similar protection to every religious denomination to manage its own 

affairs. This is under Article 25 and Article 26 respectively. 

• Celebratory neutrality: Celebratory neutrality entails a state that assists, both financially and 

otherwise, in the celebration of all faiths.  

▪ The state supports the maintenance and upkeep of famous religious places, like 

‘Jama Masjid’, ‘Somanath Temple’, ‘Golden temple’ and important churches etc.  

▪ The state actively helps Moslems to perform ‘Haj’; Hindus to go to Manosarovar and 

Amarnath and makes very elaborate arrangements for ‘Kumbha mela’ and other 

similar religious gatherings and celebrations. 

• Reformatory Justice: Reformatory justice involves regulating and reforming religious 

institutions and practices as well as setting aside some core elements that are beyond 

regulation. 

▪ Eg: Sabarimala Judgement and the question essential religious practices 

▪ Banning Triple Talaq in 2017 by the supreme court, which comes under sharia. 

▪ Shah Bano judgement where Court ordered to pay alimony to a Muslim divorced 

woman. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, The Indian constitution affirms the principle of no established state religion along with 

religious liberty that incorporates Right to Profess, practice & propagates religion, Right to set up 

religious institutions & minority educational institutions (Art 25-Art 30). State has thus played a role 

in providing religious freedom and showing celebratory neutrality. Yet when the matter of rights is 

involved Judiciary has stepped in to uphold Reformative Justice. 

“The creation of union territories is a manifestation of India’s geography”, Discuss in 

the backdrop of recent creation of the union territory of Ladakh and J&K. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based in the backdrop of creation of union territory of Ladakh and J&K. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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Substantiate with suitable reasoning as to how the creation of union territories is a manifestation of 
India’s geography”. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short discuss about the UTs in India. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Explain in short, the reasons for which the union territories came into existence in India. 
Explain the reasons behind the creation of each union territory. 
Evaluate how it helped in geographical continuity and state in what way they are an Expression of 
India’s geography. 
Discuss the impact of having UTs in general on various aspects of the country. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude that the Parliament has the power to redraw the political map of India. Over the 
years, the UTs are formed keeping in mind the geographical and other strategic factors. The direct 
control of the Union Government will help the socio-politico and economic developments of the UTs. 
 Introduction: 

A union territory is a type of administrative division in the Republic of India. Unlike the states of 

India, which have their own governments, union territories are usually federal territories governed 

directly by the central Government of India. 

The Central government on August 5 did away with the special status awarded to Jammu and 

Kashmir by abrogating certain provisions of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. The government 

also introduced the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill in the Rajya Sabha, bifurcating the State 

into two Union Territories (UT) — Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. The UT of Jammu and Kashmir 

will have a legislature, similar to Delhi and Puducherry, while the UT of Ladakh will not, mirroring 

UTs like Chandigarh and Daman and Diu. 

Body: 

UTs- the history: 

• After independence in 1947, States were divided into 4 lists: Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D. 

• In 1956, States reorganization act was passed and mostly states mentioned in Part C and Part D 

were either merged into states mentioned in Part A and Part B and left were termed as union 

territories. 

• So, in 1956, Andaman and Nicobar, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura and Laccadive 

minicoy and amindivi island (later collectively becomes Lakshadweep) were 6 union territories of 

India. 

• Then, Goa, Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Puducherry ceded to Indian. Some Union 

territories like Himachal Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura later gained statehood. 

• So, now only 7 union territories remain Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Dadra and 

Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Puducherry and Chandigarh. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 23 

Reasons behind creation of UTs: 

• Small population and land size: The union territories (except Delhi) has very small populations 

and land size comparing to a state hence, running legislative assembly and a council of ministers 

for them will cost additional burden to exchequer. 

• Strategic locations: Lakshadweep and Andaman and Nicobar Islands are far west and east end 

of our country and they are quite far from mainland hence it is easier to govern them directly 

through Central government because they are very strategically important for India and in case 

of any emergency, Indian government can directly act there. 

• Protection of indigenous cultures: Some of the union territories have different culture than 

surrounding state like Dadra and nagar haveli, Daman and Diu (Portuguese), Puducherry 

(French) and most recently Ladakh. 

• Administrative importance: Delhi and Chandigarh are two union territories which are important 

as administrative capital of India and administrative capital of Haryana and Punjab. So, control of 

these union territories is important for Indian government. 

• Security situation and general backwardness: Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are located on 

the borders neighbouring Pakistan and China. Having faced aggressions from both nations and 

constant terror incidents, the state was economically lagging despite natural resources.   

Constitutional status: 

• Article 1 (1) of the Indian constitution says that India shall be a "Union of States", which are 

elaborated under Parts V (The Union) and VI (The States) of the constitution.  

• Article 1 (3) says the territory of India comprises the territories of the states, the union 

territories and other territories that may be acquired.  

• The concept of union territories was not in the original version of the constitution, but was 

added by the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1956. 

• citizenship (part II), fundamental rights (part III), Directive Principles of State Policy (part IV), 

Judiciary role, the Union Territories (part VIII), Article 245, etc. are applicable to union territories 

as it refers specifically to Territories of India.  

• The executive power of Union (i.e. union of states only) rests with President of India. President 

of India is also chief administrator of union territories per Article 239. 

• As per Article 240 (2), supreme power is accorded to the President in regulating the affairs of the 

all the union territories except Chandigarh, NCT and Puducherry, including powers to override 

the laws made by Parliament and the constitution of India. 

• Union territories with their own elected legislatures and governments: Puducherry, National 

Capital Territory of Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir (proposed from 31 October 2019),  

Conclusion: 

 The Parliament has the power to redraw the political map of India. Over the years, the UTs 

are formed keeping in mind the geographical and other strategic factors. The direct control of the 

Union Government will help the socio-politico and economic developments of the UTs. 
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Mechanisms for devolution of funds to panchayats and municipal bodies from the 

Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC) could catalyze accountability and effective 

governance at the grassroots. comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

 Introduction: 

Panchayats and municipal bodies are the manifestation of democratic decentralization in India, 

which are institutionalized through 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act 1993. Despite the 

constitutional mandate, progress in the local governance has not been satisfactory mainly due to 

fiscal constraints. Recent recommendation of 15th FC is a positive step in strengthening the fiscal 

capacity of local governments. 

Body: 

Recommendations of 15th FC on Local governments:   

• Performance based grants : Along with grants for municipal services and local government 

bodies, 15th FC also recommended performance based grants for incubation of new cities 

and health grants to local governments  

• Increase in grants : There is an increase of 52% over corresponding grants by 15th FC 

compared to  its predecessor for 2015-20  

• Grants for local bodies recommended by 15th FC include all levels of rural panchayats , 

panchayats in schedule areas and cantonment boards : Under 14th FC , grants for local 

bodies excluded village panchayats in areas under 5th and 6th schedule areas and 

cantonment boards.  

Importance of fiscal devolution in catalyzing the accountability and effective grass root 

governance  

• Enhancing the self reliance of common men: This begins with citizen participation in 

political process and effective service delivery of critical civic amenities such as roads, 

water, sanitation, primary education, health etc.  More funds will increase the probability of 

reaching more beneficiaries. 

• To use local resources effectively: Greater access to financial resources can enhance the 

Prime Minister’s idea of vocal for local. 

• Decentralized planning and growth: with greater understanding of ground realities and 

effective fiscal support, local governments can become engines of inclusive growth. 

• Capacity building: local governments do not have the staffs to perform even basic tasks. 

Furthermore, most of the staffs are working on deputation basis thus they do not feel 

responsible towards local governance. Sufficient  financial autonomy can thus help in 

building the manpower to cater to the needs of grass root governance  

• De-bureaucratization: with greater access to funds, local governments can decrease their 

over dependency on bureaucracy. 

Challenges: 
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• Performance based incentives hamper independent decision making, thus undermining 

cooperative fiscal federalism  

• Insufficient revenue mobilization:  To spend enough on health, education, infrastructure 

without widening the fiscal deficit, local governments should start mobilizing enough 

revenues. 

• Lack of expertise to plan: effective functioning not only requires financial resources but also 

expert manpower to actualize the developmental plans. 

• Interference from state government in local decision making  : Most of the grants are tied 

to priorities decided by the states  

Way Forward: 

• As suggested by 2nd ARC in its report on local governance, there should be clear cut 

demarcations for functions of each tier of government  

• There is a need for bottom up developmental process , especially at the district level  based 

on inputs from PRIs and ULBs  

• Training should be provided to local representatives to develop expertise, so that they 

contribute more in planning and implementation of policies. 

• There should be clear mechanisms to ensure that states comply with recommendations of  

Finance commission  

Conclusion: 

With genuine fiscal autonomy accompanied by fiscal responsibility, Panchayats and Municipalities 

can become drivers and enablers of inclusive growth. For that, union and state governments should 

comply with the recommendations of 15th FC and should adopt trust based approach to give more 

fiscal flexibility to Panchayats and Municipalities to meet the local needs, thus realizing the ideals of 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

Explain the concept of Right to Privacy as a fundamental right in the light of Judgment 

of Supreme Court in K.S. Puttaswamy Vs. Union of India. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant , legalserviceindia.com 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer must explain the concept of Right to privacy as a fundamental right and the significance 
of the judgment. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start briefly by stating what right to privacy is. 
Body: 
Firstly discuss the concept of Right to Privacy as a fundamental right. 
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Then explain the judgment in detail – The Supreme Court has ruled that there is a fundamental right 
to privacy under the Indian constitution, establishing that “The right to privacy is protected as an 
intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty”. The judgment is clear: privacy and human 
dignity are intrinsically linked. 
Throw light on the importance of right to privacy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with relevance of the judgment. 
 Introduction: 

On August 24th 2017, in Justice K. S. Puttaswamy (retd.) vs Union of India, a nine-judge Constitution 

Bench of the Supreme Court ruled that right to privacy is an intrinsic part of life and liberty under 

Article 21. This was a historic judgement that set precedent for further reforms.  

Body 

Right to Privacy as a Fundamental Right 

• Privacy is a constitutionally protected right emerging from the Right to life and liberty under 

Article 21. 

• It includes preservation of personal intimacies, sanctity of family, life, marriage, procreation 

and sexual orientation. 

• Privacy connotates the right to be left alone. It protects autonomy of the individual, 

safeguards individual’s right to control vital aspects of her/his life. 

• Privacy is not an absolute right but any invasion must stand the test of legality, need and 

proportionality. 

• Informational privacy is a facet of this right. Dangers can arise from both state and non-state 

actions. Eg: India is yet to pass Data protection bill. 

• A balance must be ensured between individual interests and legitimate state concerns. 

Key features of Judgement 

• Expansion of fundamental rights: By guaranteeing it in Article 21 and including freedom 

from intrusion into one’s home, the right to choice of food, freedom of association etc. 

• Ensures dignity: As it is not possible for citizens to exercise liberty and dignity without 

privacy.  

• Defines firmer boundaries for the state: Now right to privacy cannot be curtailed or 

abrogated only by enacting a statute but can be done only by a constitutional amendment. 

• Increase responsibility of state to protect data:  As any data breach in national programmes 

involving collection of personal data would have to be compensated unlike in a police state. 

• Judicial Review and self-correction reinforced: This judgement overrules its previous stand 

in 6 and 8-judge benches.  

• Remedy in the apex Court - Now citizen can directly approach Supreme Court or High Courts 

for violation of his fundamental right under Articles 32 and 226. Thus ensuring that the right 

is subject to reasonable restrictions of public health, morality and order only. 
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• Preventing digital colonization by digital & e- commerce businesses - such as ensuring 

checks on accessibility of data harvested and taken to servers outside the country by 

Facebook and Google. 

Way Forward 

• Increasing privacy consciousness in India which is low compared to western countries. Indian 

institutions like joint family, marriage celebrations etc. do not encourage privacy.  

• However, rapid changes in technology warrant people awareness about what to put in 

public realm.  

• Developing a national data protection framework which will hopefully also define the 

contours of personal privacy in a broader context beyond just data. 

• Balance individual’s privacy right with benefits of data mining and big data by clearly laying 

down a legal framework. 

Compare and contrast the fundamental rights of Indian constitution with the bill of 

rights enshrined in the US constitution. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is based on comparison of fundamental rights of Indian constitution with that of bill of 
rights of the US constitution. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief background of the question’s context. 
Body: 
Explain first the details of the two; the constitution describes each of the roles and responsibilities of 
the arms of the government and citizens while the Bill of rights describes the rights and freedom of 
the people. The constitution limits the power of the government while the Bill of Rights grants 
authority to the people. 
Present the differences and similarities. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by throwing light on relevance of FRs to Indian setup and Bill of rights to US. 
 Introduction: 

The Fundamental Rights is defined as the basic human rights of all citizens. These rights, defined in 

Part III of the Constitution, apply irrespective of race, place of birth, religion, caste, creed, or gender. 

They are enforceable by the courts, subject to specific restrictions. 

The Bill of Rights is the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution. It spells out Americans’ rights in 

relation to their government. It guarantees civil rights and liberties to the individual—like freedom of 

speech, press, and religion. It sets rules for due process of law and reserves all powers not delegated 

to the Federal Government to the people or the States. And it specifies that “the enumeration in the 
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Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 

people.” 

Body: 

Differences between FRs and BORs: 

• Freedom of press is explicitly given under the First Amendment while in India it is implicit in 

freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a). 

• Petition to the Supreme Court is a fundamental right in India, whereas in the US, it is the 

government that is petitioned (in case of the US, the word “government” has a wider 

connotation and encompasses not only the executive, but also the higher judiciary). 

• Under the Second Amendment of the US Constitution, the right to bear arms is a fundamental 

right while in India the situation is totally different because not only is there no such 

fundamental right, arms in India is strictly regulated. 

• In the United States, no person’s life and liberty can be deprived without following the due 

process of law, in India on the other hand the life and personal liberty can be taken away only 

according to the procedure established by law. 

• India did away with the Right of Property as a fundamental right in the year 1978 but in the 

United States it still remains a fundamental right as no property can be taken away without just 

compensation. 

• Further, the 8th Amendment to the US Constitution says that bail shall not be denied to an 

accused, the imposed fine should not be excessive and inflicted punishment shall not be cruel. 

These rights are also made available to Indian people because of well-established precedents 

pronounced by the Supreme Court under Article 21. 

• Furthermore, the Ninth Amendment of the United States Constitution provides that absence of 

certain rights from the Constitution or statutes does not mean that people do not have these 

rights, this is in consonance with Locke’s theory. In India, there is no such article which means 

that Indians only enjoy the rights that are provided for in statute books, this is in line with the 

theories propounded by Austin and Bentham. 

Similarities between FRs and BORs: 

• Two imperatives shaped India’s freedom struggle. The first was liberation from oppressive 

colonial rule. The British government was autocratic and repressive, treated Indians as subjects 

to be ruled rather than equal participants in government, and frequently resorted governing by 

arbitrary fiat rather than by the rule of law. Second imperative was the internal reforms to deal 

with social and economic inequality, caste system and untouchability.   

• In response, Indian articulated a vocabulary of civil rights that would allow them to express their 

aspirations, engage in political and cultural dissent, and create a public sphere that would form 

the basis of self-government. 

• Similarly, colonies of immigrants in second half of 18th century in North America, in the war of 

independence fought against British government for civil rights and economic rights. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 29 

• Actually, Ideas of fundamental rights inspired from French revolution ideals of liberty, equality 

and fraternity. It took codified shape in US congress passed bill of rights. The core philosophy 

underlying fundamental rights was explained by Dr. Ambedkar in his last speech to the 

Constituent Assembly.  

• Dr. Ambedkar observed that liberty cannot be divorced from equality; equality cannot be 

divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty and equality be divorced from fraternity. Without equality, 

liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over the many. Equality without liberty would 

kill individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over 

the many. Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural course of things. It 

would require a constable to enforce them. 

• Federal polity: Federal nature and written constitution demanded codified common minimum 

rights enforceable by law to maintain unitary balance of constitution. Fundamental rights proved 

helpful over the course of time to strengthen national unity and integrity. It helped to fight 

regionalism in India like right to move to any part of country and settle. Similarly, in US, it kept 

away forces of secessionism.  

• Belief in the freedom of religion is also part of philosophy behind fundamental rights in both 

countries. India and US share positive secularism which addresses religious plurality and 

peaceful coexistence of all the religions. 

• Individual centric nature of fundamental rights, priority of individual rights over community 

rights is another thread shared by bill of rights and fundamental rights.      

Conclusion: 

It is evident that many of the rights that are present in the Indian Constitution have been borrowed 

from the Constitution of the United States. In addition, some of the rights that were explicit in the 

US Constitution were brought in by way of various Supreme Court judgements. 

Article-19-has-its-own advantages and disadvantages in India. In this context explain 

how far India needs regulation over social media. Discuss.  (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II , part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is premised on the regulation of social media and its association with Article 19. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key data/statistics related to use of social media in India. 
Body: 
In the answer body first explain the statement “Article-19-has-its-own advantages and 
disadvantages in India” in detail. 
List down in detail the merits and demerits of Article 19 enshrined in the Indian constitution. 
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Then discuss the need for regulation over social media in India. Present the issues associated and 
suggest solutions to it.  Explain how article 19 can act as both advantage and disadvantage in 
regulating social media. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion. 
 Introduction 

The Internet and Social Media has become a vital communications tool through which individuals 

can exercise their right of freedom of expression and exchange information and ideas. Article 19 is 

at the core of freedom of speech and expression. But recent incidents of social media in Cambridge 

Analytica case, hate speech leading to riots (Capitol riots) and mob lynching cases show the need 

for regulation and striking the right balance between liberty and regulation of free speech. 

Body 

Article 19 and social media 

• Freedom of speech and expression in India is also coupled with duty of responsibility and 

accountability. Freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1) of the Constitution goes 

hand-in-hand with reasonable restrictions that may be imposed under Article 19(2). 

• Social media’s reach is much wider than the traditional media. Access to smartphones and 

better bandwidth connectivity have increased the social media presence multiple times over.  

• Social media platforms are today extremely influential. So, it is necessary that when social media 

is used for disseminating news or information, the platforms should be treated on par or subject 

to a higher standard of care and accountability as compared to traditional media organizations. 

• Moreover today, social media giants like Facebook and twitter are becoming extremely powerful 

and acting as Sovereign powers. Eg: Twitter banning Trump permanently on its platform. 

Need to regulate social media 

• Ability of digital/social Media to Reach, Scale and size is huge compare to print and other media. 

• While electronic media in India is regulated by the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act of 

1995, there was no law or body to oversee digital content. Some people are taking an undue 

advantage which leads to too much voice and noise in social media. 

• Recently, India has seen a surge in the number of fake news items in circulation, especially on 

WhatsApp and Face book. 

• Absence of editorial control in digital/ social media leads to large scale user-generated content 

which is unregulated 

• In 2018, fake information that was circulated on WhatsApp led to the lynching of five men in 

Maharashtra and there are many such instances. 

• In this time, when India is in conflict with its neighbouring countries like China and Pakistan, 

there is a possibility of Foreign-funded digital platforms running to defame our country. 

• There is also evidence of fake information influencing the process of election in the USA which 

undermines the root of democracy. 
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Issues with social media regulation 

• When it comes to regulating digital news content, new regulations may end up facilitating more 

governmental interference and censorship which impacts the Right to freedom of speech and 

expression (Article 19(1)) 

• It is expected that regulations might be instrumental in suppressing the freedom, enjoyed by 

digital media till now and might be targeted at a section that has been bold and forthright in 

speaking truth to power. 

• Digital platforms were till now able to openly create the movies/videos on politically sensitive 

subjects, now they have to bow down to the political pressures. 

• If the government is providing any legislation to regulate the social/digital media then the 

wider/free for all media houses and persons might face a number of allegations which leads to a 

huge inflow of cases to the judiciary which is already overburdened. 

Conclusion 

Indian courts have held freedom of speech on a high pedestal but the freedom also comes with 

reasonable restrictions. Fact-checking mechanisms may need to be put in place before the platforms 

allow publication of content and therefore the consequent liability will need to be placed. 

Account for the significance of the right to protest in a democracy. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II , part Indian polity- fundamental rights. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is based on the theme of Fundamental rights of Indian constitution. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with what you understand by Right to Protest. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Importance of dissent in a democracy. The Right to protest peacefully is enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution—Article 19(1)(a) guarantees the freedom of speech and expression; Article 19(1)(b) 
assures citizens the right to assemble peaceably and without arms. 
Explain how by virtue of exercising Right to protest, citizens become watchdogs and constantly 
monitor governments’ acts. It also provides feedback to the governments about their policies and 
actions after which the concerned government, through consultation, meetings and discussion, 
recognizes and rectifies its mistakes. 
Link of right to protest with freedom of expression. Give examples of constitutional provisions. 
Provide a balanced argument against the right to protest. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
 Introduction 
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The right to protest, to publicly question and force the government to answer, is a fundamental 

political right of the people that flows directly from a democratic reading of Article 19. The protests 

against Citizenship Amendment in 2020 and recent farm protests show that any policy, law or 

regulation needs the ‘consent of the governed’. 

Body 

Right to Protest as a fundamental right 

• The Right to protest peacefully is enshrined in the Indian Constitution—Article 19(1)(a) 

guarantees the freedom of speech and expression. 

• Article 19(1)(b) assures citizens the right to assemble peacefully and without arms.  

• Article 19(2) imposes reasonable restrictions on the right to assemble peaceably and without 

arms. 

• Reasonable Restrictions: If the security of the State is in danger; If the friendly relations we 

share with a neighbouring country are threatened; In case of violation of public order; If there is 

contempt of court; If India’s sovereignty and integrity are threatened. 

• In Ramlila Maidan Incident v. Home Secretary, Union of India & Bears, the SC held that, 

‘Citizens have a fundamental right to assembly and peaceful protest that cannot be removed 

from arbitrary executive or legislative action.’ 

Significance of right to protest in a democracy 

• The right to free speech and expression transforms into the right to freely express opinion on 

the conduct of the government.  

• The right to association becomes the right to associate for political purposes — for instance, to 

collectively challenge government decisions and to even aim, peacefully and legally, to displace 

the government, to not merely check abuse of power but to wrest power.  

• This is the basis of our multiparty system where Opposition parties are valuable adversaries, not 

enemies, and compete healthily for political power.  

• Finally, the right to peaceably assemble allows political parties and citizenship bodies such as 

university-based student groups to question and object to acts of the government by 

demonstrations, agitations and public meetings, to launch sustained protest movements. 

• This cluster of inter-related political rights (expression, association, assembly, petition and 

protest) is meant to ensure that even when the government works in our interests, we don’t sit 

back and allow it to conduct business as usual. 

Conclusion 

The background of the Indian constitution is formed by the anti-colonial struggle, in which the seeds 

of the political sphere and the democratic constitution were sown. The government must welcome 

reasonable demands and constructive criticism of people, and in any case, the right to non-

submission should not be suppressed, as protests are the way in which society as the guardian of 

government activities can point to the work of government or policies they do not like or can 

demand those rules necessary for them. 
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Critically examine whether the non-enforceability of DPSPs make them passive to 

Fundamental Rights? (250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is part of static syllabus of GS paper II part Indian polity – under the heading “DPSP lays 
the foundation of welfare polity”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question compares FR and DPSP and comments that since DPSPs are non-enforceable in a court 
of law, it makes them inferior to FRs. We need to highlight the importance of DPSP, examine whether 
they lag behind FRs and provide a fair and balanced conclusion. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the reason why this debate arises. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Bring out points which highlight that FRS are superior to DPSP due to their sacrosanct nature and 
article 32. 
Examine why the above statement is like comparing apples and oranges as FRs strive to provide civil 
and community rights whereas DPSPs deal with socio economic right which seeks to create a welfare 
state. 
Examine the view of constitutional experts like br Ambedkar to bolster your arguments etc. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight that even Supreme Court gave the doctrine of harmonious construction to maintain a 
balance between part III and IV. 
Introduction: 

The Directive Principles of State Policy are enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution from 

Articles 36 to 51. Dr B R Ambedkar described these principles as ‘novel features’ of the Indian 

Constitution. The Directive Principles along with the Fundamental Rights contain the philosophy of 

the Constitution and is the soul of the Constitution. 

Body: 

Directive Principles of State Policy being passive to Fundamental rights: 

• No Legal force: The Directives have been criticised mainly because of their non-justiciable 

character. Sir Ivor Jennings thought they are only ‘pious aspirations.’ 

• Constitutional Conflict: K Santhanam has pointed out that the Directives lead to a 

constitutional conflict (a) between the Centre and the states, (b) between the President and 

the Prime Minister, and (c) between the governor and the chief minister.  

▪ According to him, the Centre can give directions to the states with regard to the 

implementation of these principles, and in case of non-compliance, can dismiss the 

state government. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 34 

• Until Minerva Mills Case, DPSP’s were seen as passive to Fundamental Rights. In the 

Champakam Dorairajan case(1951), the Supreme Court ruled that in case of any conflict 

between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles, the former would prevail.  

▪ It declared that the Directive Principles have to conform to and run as subsidiary to 

the Fundamental Rights. 

• Without the force of enforcement like Article 32 in case of Fundamental rights, DPSP 

remained mere instructions whose implementation was elusive. 

Directive Principles are not mere appendages: 

• The Constitution itself declares that they are fundamental to the governance of the country. 

According to L M Singhvi, an eminent jurist and diplomat, ‘the Directives are the life giving 

provisions of the Constitution. 

• Dr B R Ambedkar had pointed out that the Directives have great value because they lay 

down that the goal of Indian polity is ‘economic democracy’ as distinguished from ‘political 

democracy’. 

• They are like an ‘Instrument of Instructions’ or general recommendations addressed to all 

authorities in the Indian Union. They remind them of the basic principles of the new social 

and economic order, which the Constitution aims at building. 

• They have served as useful beacon-lights to the courts. They have helped the courts in 

exercising their power of judicial review, that is, the power to determine the constitutional 

validity of a law. 

• They form the dominating background to all State action, legislative or executive and also a 

guide to the courts in some respects. 

• They amplify the Preamble, which solemnly resolves to secure to all citizens of India justice, 

liberty, equality and fraternity. 

• They are supplementary to the fundamental rights of the citizens. They are intended to fill in 

the vacuum in Part III by providing for social and economic rights. 

Significance of DPSP’s as upheld by Supreme court: 

• The 25th Amendment Act inserted a new Article 31C which contained the following two 

provisions: 1. No law which seeks to implement the socialistic Directive Principles specified 

in Article 39 (b) and (c) shall be void on the ground of contravention of the Fundamental 

Rights conferred by Article 14 or Article 19. 

• In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court declared the above first 

provision of Article 31C was held to be constitutional and valid. 

• In the Minerva Mills case (1980), the Supreme Court also held that ‘the Indian Constitution 

is founded on the bedrock of the balance between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive 

Principles.  

▪ They together constitute the core of commitment to social revolution. They are like 

two wheels of a chariot, one no less than the other.  
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▪ To give absolute primacy to one over the other is to disturb the harmony of the 

Constitution.  

• This harmony and balance between the two is an essential feature of the basic structure of 

the Constitution. The goals set out by the Directive Principles have to be achieved without 

the abrogation of the means provided by the Fundamental Rights’. 

Conclusion: 

Therefore, the present position is that the Fundamental Rights enjoy supremacy over the 

Directive Principles. Yet, this does not mean that the Directive Principles cannot be implemented. 

The Parliament can amend the Fundamental Rights for implementing the Directive Principles, so 

long as the amendment does not damage or destroy the basic structure of the Constitution. 

What are the Directive Principles of State Policy? Account for their classification while 

discussing their criticism. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, part Indian polity, and theme DPSP. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and must explain the concept of DPSP and their classification while 
commenting on their criticism. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what DPSP’s are. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Discuss the Directive Principles of State Policy, its importance in the Indian Constitution and the 
history of its conflict with Fundamental Rights. 
Classify them in detail; Socialistic Principles, Gandhian Principles and Liberal-Intellectual Principles. 
Then move onto present the criticisms against it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their importance. 
Introduction: 

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) are the form of instructions/guidelines to the 

governments at the centre as well as states. Though these principles are non-justiciable, they are 

fundamental in the governance of the country. The Constitution of India aims to establish not only 

political democracy but also socio-economic justice to the people to establish a welfare state. With 

this purpose in mind, our Constitution lays down desirable principle and guidelines in Part IV known 

as the Directive Principle of State Policy. 

Body: 

The Constitution does not contain any classification of the Directive Principles. However, 

on the basis of their content and direction, they can be classified broadly into socialist, Gandhian 

and liberal-intellectual. 
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Socialistic: 

▪ to promote the welfare of the people by securing a social order permeated by social, economic 

and political justice and to minimise inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities. 

(Art 38) 

▪ to secure (a) the right to adequate means of livelihood for all citizens; (b) the equitable 

distribution of material resources of the community for common good; (c) prevention of 

concentration of wealth and means of production; (d) equal pay for equal work for men and 

women; (e) preservation of the health and strength of workers and children against forcible 

abuse; and (f) opportunities for healthy development of children. (Art 39) 

▪ to promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor. (Art 39A) 

▪ to secure the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old 

age, sickness and disablement. (Art 41) 

▪ to make provision for just and humane conditions for work and maternity relief. (Art 42) 

▪ to secure a living wage, a decent standard of life and social and cultural opportunities for all 

workers (Art 43) 

▪ to take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries (Art 43A) 

▪ to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living of people and to improve public 

health. (Art 47) 

Gandhian Principles: 

▪ to organize village Panchayats and endow them with necessary powers and authority to enable 

them to function as units of self-government. (Art 40) 

▪ to promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operation basis in rural areas. (Art 43) 

▪ to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control, and professional 

management of co-operative societies. (Art 43B) 

▪ to promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs and other weaker sections of the 

society and to protect them from social injustice and exploitation. (Art 46) 

▪ to prohibit the consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs which are injurious to health. (Art 

47) 

▪ to prohibit slaughter of cows, calves and other milch and drought cattle and to improve 

their breeds. (Art 48) 

Liberal-Intellectual Principles: 

These principles represent the ideology of liberalism and direct the state to 

▪ to secure for all citizens a uniform civil code. (Art 44) 

▪ to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of 

6 years. (Art 45) 

▪ to organise agricultural and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines. (Art 48) 
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▪ to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wildlife. (Art 48A) 

▪ to protect monuments, places and objects of artistic or historic interest which are declared to be 

of national importance. (Art 49) 

▪ to separate the judiciary from the executive in the public services of the state. (Art 50) 

▪ to promote international peace and security and maintain just and honourable relations 

between nations; to foster respect for international law and treaty obligations, and to 

encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration. (Art 51) 

Additions by 42nd Amendment Act, 1976: 

▪ to secure opportunities for healthy development of children. (Art 39) 

▪ to promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor. (Art 39A) 

▪ to take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries (Art 43A) 

▪ to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wildlife. (Art 48A) 

Additions by 44th Amendment Act, 1978: 

▪ to minimise inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities. (Art 38) 

Amendments in 86th Amendment Act, 2002: 

▪ It changed the subject matter of Art 45 and made elementary education a fundamental right 

under Art 21A. The amended directive requires the state to provide early childhood care and 

education for all children until they complete the age of 6 years. 

Additions by 97th Amendment Act, 2011: 

▪ to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control, and professional 

management of co-operative societies. (Art 43B) 

Criticisms: 

• the provisions contained in this Part shall not be enforceable by any court, but the principles 

therein laid down are nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the country 

• the Court may not strike down legislation for non-compliance with the DPSPs. 

• the Court may not incorporate the DPSPs to a point that requires it stepping outside its 

designated role under classical separation of powers theory – making policy choices and 

budgetary allocations. 

• all these years after the drafting of the Constitution, the exact role of the directive principles 

appears to still challenge courts and legal scholars. 

• the problem of the DPSPs is of a piece with a host of problems that thrive upon the Indian 

republic’s historical tendency towards compromise. 

Conclusion: 

The directive principles play an ideal before the legislator of India which shows that light 

while they frame the policies & laws. They are basically a code of conduct for the legislature and 
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administrators of the country. They show the path to the leaders of the country which takes the 

country to achieve the ideal of the constitution embodied in the Preamble “Justice, Social, Economic, 

Political; liberty, equality and fraternity”. 

Examine the limitations in amending any part of the Indian constitution. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the basic structure concept and the amend ability of Indian constitution. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss the limitations in amending any part of the Indian constitution. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In the introduction explain what is meant by amend ability of Indian constitution. Amending the 
Constitution of India is the process of making changes to the nation’s fundamental law or supreme 
law. The procedure of amendment in the constitution is laid down in Part XX (Article 368) of the 
Constitution of India. This procedure ensures the sanctity of the Constitution of India and keeps a 
check on arbitrary power of the Parliament of India. 
Body: 
Explain that the Constitution can be amended any number of times by the Parliament; but only in the 
manner provided. There is no such limit provided in the constitution of India which allows it to enact 
only certain number of amendments in a year. 
In other words, Parliament is free to enact any number of constitutional amendments in any given 
year. Although Parliament must preserve the basic framework of the Constitution, there is no other 
limitation placed upon the amending power, meaning that there is no provision of the Constitution 
that cannot be amended. 
Discuss then the procedure and the limitations thereof. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the significance of these limitations set by our constitutional makers. 
 Introduction: 

Article 368 in Part XX of the Constitution deals with the power of parliament to amend the 

constitution and its procedures. Article 368 provides for two types of amendments, that is, by a 

special majority of Parliament and the special majority of parliament along with the ratification of 

half of the state’s legislatures by a simple majority 

Body: 

The Constitution, considered to be the people’s ‘common will,’ is a foundational text that 

determines the state’s status and control of its different institutions. It is not only the foundational 

law of the land but the living organic stuff from which the other laws are to be produced according 

to the nation’s necessity. Instead of leaving this important task entirely to the judiciary, the framers 

of the Indian Constitution inserted Article 368 as a formal method to provide for a constitutional 

amendment.  

Articles 368 (Power to amend the Constitution and Procedure thereof) – Notwithstanding anything 

contained in this Constitution, Parliament may, in the exercise of its constituent power, amend any 

provision of this Constitution following the procedure laid down in this Article by way of addition, 
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variation or repeal. The Indian legislature is responsible for formulating new legislation, amending 

the existing laws and squashing obsolete ones in certain situations. The Constitution will also be 

revised, being simply a statute. The constitution’s amenability explicitly poses the issue of the 

likelihood of abuse of the powers granted to the government to undermine the nation’s democratic 

principles. 

The Constitution provides for the following four procedures for amendment: 

• Amendments may be made by a simple majority of Parliament to certain provisions of the 

Constitution, in the same manner as the ordinary statute is adopted by Parliament. These 

changes can be transferred in the case of a government of a member, or the case of a 

government of the European Union. 

• Modification of specific provisions of the Constitution may take place by a simple majority of the 

Legislature of the State in the same manner as the ordinary act. 

• Amendments to certain provisions, sometimes referred to as enshrined provisions, may only be 

made by a special majority of Parliament. By a majority of the total membership of each House, 

and by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members present and voting in each House. 

For the intent of amending the Constitution, no joint sitting of both houses may be held. 

• Amendments to such laws require not less than half of the States, in addition to a special 

majority of legislative confirmation. 

Limitations on the amending power: Basic structure of the Constitution  

• One aspect that has long lastingly shaped the development of the Indian Constitution is the idea 

of the constitution’s basic structure.  

• In the famous Kesavananda Bharati case, the decision led in the following ways to the 

development of the Constitution: it placed strict limitations on the authority of Parliament to 

change the Constitution.  

• It says that no amendment can violate the Constitution’s basic structure; it allows Parliament to 

amend any parts of the Constitution (within this limitation), and it places the judiciary as the 

ultimate authority in deciding whether an amendment violates the basic structure and what 

constitutes the fundamental structure.  

• In M. Nagaraj v. Union of India, the Supreme Court’s 5 judge bench again explained in detail the 

basic feature theory as follows.  

• Basic structures are systematic principles underlying and binding constitutional provisions.  

• They owe Constitution continuity and longevity. Although not expressly stated, these principles 

are part of Constitutional law. 

Based on the judgement of Kesavananda Bharati case, C.J. Sikri opined that the basic structure of the 

Constitution shall consist of the following characteristics:  

• the supremacy of the Constitution,  

• the Republic and Democratic forms where the Governments, 

• the secular nature of the Constitution, 
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• the separation of powers between the legislature, the executive and the judiciary, and 

• the federal character of the Constitution. 

It is true that, according to Article 368 of the Indian Constitution, Parliament has the power to 

amend the Constitution, but it cannot change the Constitution’s basic structure because India’s 

Constitution is a fundamental law of the land. 

Conclusion: 

One point that stands out before us in the process set down in Article 368 is that the 

Parliament seems to have the exclusive right in any direction to change the Constitution. But it is 

incorrect to say that the Parliament is independent, so as long as there is a mechanism under Article 

368. Parliament cannot be the deciding authority of the constitutional scheme since the procedure 

itself restricts the use of the power to amend the Constitution on the Parliament. The Indian 

Constitution has been made as a dynamic statute that retains validity over years without being 

obsolete and also takes care of the needs of the various classes within the Indian society. It can be 

seen to have been drafted taking into account the best features of the Constitutions around the 

world. The doctrine of the Basic Structure proposed by the honourable Supreme Court is the guiding 

principle for safeguarding those values and keeping intact the essence of the Constitution. The 

contrast with other countries further demonstrates the strong difference in the amount of 

complexity and bureaucratic effort needed to change the Constitution in India, rendering it one of 

the strongest. 

Rights without duties will lead to lawlessness. Examine the statement in context of the 

relevance of fundamental duties in present times. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question aims to examine the importance of fundamental duties enshrined in the Indian 
constitution. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how Rights without duties will lead to lawlessness while asserting the importance of 
fundamental rights. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with definition of fundamental duties. 
Body: 
The Fundamental Duties are defined as the moral obligations of all citizens to help promote a spirit of 
patriotism and to uphold the unity of India. The idea for Fundamental Duties has been taken from 
erstwhile USSR. 
Explain that the Fundamental duties establish democratic balance by making the people conscious of 
their duties equally as they are conscious of their rights. 
Discuss in what way they balance out rights and thus help maintain law in the country. 
Give suitable examples from the recent times to justify the statement. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that while the state has a great deal of responsibility in providing for their protection 
through appropriate legislative instruments, the responsibility to protect torchbearers of 
transparency vests on each one of us. 
Introduction: 

Fundamental rights and fundamental duties are an integral part of the Indian constitution. 

Fundamental Rights guaranteed under part III of the constitution are important natural rights 

necessary for development of human beings. They are enforceable through court of law. On the 

other hand, fundamental duties though not enforceable, but are always taken into account while 

interpreting any fundamental rights. 

Body: 

Fundamental duties are the moral obligations of all citizens to help promote a spirit of patriotism 

and to uphold the unity of India. The significance of Fundamental Duties is not diminished by the fact 

that there is no punishment prescribed for not following them. Fundamental Duties constitute the 

conscience of our Constitution; they should be treated as constitutional values that must be 

propagated by all citizens 

Every fundamental duty in the constitution has a corresponding fundamental right that implies rights 

and duties are correlated. Rights and duties have a close relationship and both are inseparable. Both 

exist side by side. Ex: If the state gives the right to life to its citizen, it also imposes an obligation on 

him to not to expose his life in trouble, as well as to respect the life and convenience of others. 

Indian Constitution provides for a broad set of fundamental rights which also inherently include the 

fundamental duties: 

◼ Art 51A(e): To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce 

practices derogatory to the dignity of women. This duty ensures that the fundamental right to 

life with dignity under Art 21 of every women is protected. 

◼ Art 51A(g): To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and 

wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures ensures the right to life with dignity 

under Article 21. 

◼ Art 51A(f): To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. This duty has a 

corresponding right under Art 29 which protects the cultural rights of the people of India. 

◼ Art 51A(k): To provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the case may be, ward 

between the age of six and fourteen years protects the fundamental right of the child to 

education guaranteed under Art 21A. 

Rights must be with Duties: 

◼ Right of One is the Duty of Others: Rights can be enjoyed only in the world of duties. For every 

right there is corresponding duty. When the people fail to discharge their duties properly, the 

rights of others become meaningless. 

◼ Rights of a Citizen also implies Duties for him: Rights are not the monopoly of a single 

individual. Everybody gets these equally. This means that “others also have the same rights 

which I have, and it is my duty to see that others also enjoy their rights.” Laski has rightly said 
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that one man’s right is also his duty. It is my duty to respect the rights of others as well as the 

duty to use my rights in the interest of society. 

◼ Rights are to be used for Social Good: Rights originate in society. Therefore, while enjoying 

rights, we must always try to promote social interest. It is the duty of every one of us to use 

our rights for promoting the welfare of the society as a whole. 

◼ Duty towards the State: Since state protects and enforces rights, it also becomes the duty of all 

citizens to be loyal to the state. It is their duty to obey the laws of the state. Citizens should 

always be ready to defend the state. 

Conclusion: 

“Real rights are a result of the performance of duty”- M.K Gandhi in Hind swaraj. Thus a citizen has 

both Rights and Duties. He enjoys rights and performs his duties. Rights and Duties are the two sides 

of the same coin. 

Account for the control that president can exercise on the executive by virtue of 

his/her discretionary powers. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I , part Indian polity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question expects us to describe the discretionary powers of the president and how through these 
powers the president becomes more than just a nominal head. 
Directive: 
Account – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
You can start by mentioning some of the terms used to describe the president – nominal head, titular 
head, ceremonial post etc. 
Body: 
Examine the powers of the president. Discuss his discretionary powers and how through his 
discretionary powers he does indeed hold a position more than being just a ceremonial head. You can 
mention the relevant constitutional provisions as well. Thereafter debate whether it is desirable in a 
prime ministerial form of government for the president to have a say. Mention both sides of the 
debate. 
Conclusion: 
Mention that despite BR Ambedkar opining that president is merely a ceremonial head, he can 
through his discretionary powers wield at least moral authority over the government. 
 Introduction: 

Article 53 reads as ‘The executive power of the Union shall be vested in the President and shall be 

exercised by him either directly or through officers’ subordinate to him’. In spite of the expression 

‘directly’ in Article 53 of the Constitution, India’s President merely ‘reigns and does not rule’. The 

role of president is largely ceremonial in nature. This was the consequence of 42nd Constitutional 

Amendment that drastically curtailed the President’s powers with respect to the Council of 

Ministers. Article 74 (1) now mandates the President to act on the aid and advice of the Council of 

Ministers. This prevents the president becoming a power center rivalling that of prime minister. 
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Body: 

President’s role in Indian political setup: 

• The President of India is the Head of State and the Chief Executive. The executive powers of the 

Union are in the hands of the President. 

• The President of India is vested with Legislative, Executive and Judicial powers. But as the advice 

given by CoM is binding on Indian President, in reality, most of these powers rest with the COM; 

but decisions are taken in the name of President of India.  

• He exercises these either directly or through officers’ subordinate to him. However, being the 

head of a parliamentary system, he is only a constitutional/titular head and exercises nominal 

power. 

• The President always acts in accordance with the advice of the Council of Ministers and the 

Prime Minister. All his powers are really used by the Prime Minister and the Union Council of 

Ministers.  

• The President holds the highest office in India, represents the sovereignty of India, enjoys the 

highest position and plays a valuable part in the working of the Indian Constitutional system. 

• President is also the supreme commander of armed forces and has powers to prorogue or 

dissolve the Parliament. 

• He/She further makes appointments to important posts including the PM, state governors and 

Supreme Court and High Court judges. 

By looking at the powers of the President, it becomes quite easy to evaluate the position of the 

President. At the face value, the powers of the President appear to be very big and formidable. A 

close review, however, reveals that President of India is a nominal and constitutional executive 

head who exercises all his powers on the advice of the Prime Minister and his Council of Ministers. 

The President is always bound to accept the advice of the Prime Minister and the Council of 

Ministers. However, despite such a provision, the President is neither merely a figure head nor a 

rubber stamp in the hands of the Ministry. 

President’s discretionary powers: 

• Suspensive Veto: 

▪ The President has discretionary power when he exercises suspensive veto i.e. when he 

returns a bill (not money bill) for reconsideration of the parliament.  

▪ However, if the bill is passed again by the Parliament with or without amendments and 

presented again to the President, it is obligatory for him to give his assent to the bill. 

• Pocket Veto: 

▪ This is not a provision mentioned in the Indian constitution, but this is a possible situation 

when the President of India can use his discretionary power. In this case, the President 

neither ratifies nor reject nor return the bill, but simply keeps the bill pending for an 

indefinite period. 
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▪ As the time limit within which the President has to take the decision with respect to a bill 

presented to him for assent, has not been mentioned in the constitution, in effect the 

inaction of the President stops the bill from becoming an act. 

• President can seek information from Prime Minister: 

▪ Under article 78 the President enjoys the right to seek information from the PM regarding 

the administration of the affairs of the union. 

▪ Under the established convention, the President has the right to warn or encourage the 

Council of Minister (CoM) in the exercise of its power. 

• Case of no sitting of both houses: 

▪ Under Article 85, the President can summon each House of Parliament to meet at such time 

and place as he thinks fit, to ensure that six months shall not intervene between its last 

sitting in one session and the date appointed for its sitting in the next session. 

• Case of no majority: 

▪ When no political party or coalition of parties enjoy the majority in Lok Sabha, then the 

President has discretion in inviting the leader of that party or coalition of parties who in his 

opinion is able to form a stable government. 

• Case of no-confidence with CoM- dissolving Loksabha: 

▪ It is for the president to decide if he should dissolve Loksabha or not when CoM loses the 

majority in Lok Sabha. The President can dissolve Lok Sabha only on the advice of CoM but 

the advice is binding only if the government is a majority government. 

• Case of no-confidence with CoM- dissolving CoM: 

▪ It is for the president to decide if he should dissolve CoM or not when CoM loses the 

majority in Lok Sabha. 

• Case of a caretaker government: 

▪ A caretaker government does not enjoy the confidence of Lok Sabha and hence it is not 

expected to take major decisions but only to make the day-to-day administrative decisions. 

It is for the President to decide the day-to-day decisions. 

President can play an effective role: 

The President is not a silent institution and his role stands beyond the constitutional provisions and 

established conventions. The powers of the President flow from the oath he takes under Article 60 

to ‘preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and submit himself to the service and well -being 

of people of India’. Therefore, new norms can be devised and used to preserve the faith and belief of 

the common man in the system. These norms can be: 

• The Constitution is silent on the limitations on the President’s activities in public affairs. Public 

speaking of president can initiate the debate in the society.  

• Use of pocket veto in the cases which are considered to be undermining the Constitution. 

• Reaching out to the people of India. 
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Conclusion: 

Within the confines of constitution, a president can redefine the activities of his office. The President 

can declare Emergency, suspend rights, dissolve state Assemblies and declare the government 

bankrupt. 

Although in India, Governor of the state is Constitutional head like President he may 

have more rights, do you agree? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the recent controversies around the government formation in the UT of 
Puducherry and the role played by the Governor. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss and provide for a critical analysis as to in what way role of the Governor outweighs 
the role of president who is the head of the state. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the constitutional positions of the president and the Governor. 
Body: 
Explain with suitable examples in what way Governor of the state has more rights at times compared 
to the president. 
Justify your stand with recent examples. 
The question is straightforward and there isn’t much to deliberate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of the post and its relevance in the Indian constitutional setup. 
Introduction: 

The office of Governor is a British Indian transplant with a federalistic flavour. The role of office of 

Governor was confined to normal routine ceremonial functions earlier but now enjoys more powers. 

Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the President 

in centre in India. He/She is not bound to act on the advice of the council of Ministers in certain 

circumstances, even he need not seek its advice. 

Body: 

Discretional powers of Governor more than president: 

Duality of the powers: 

• Governors enjoy more discretion than President because of duality of functions they have to 

perform. He is given higher discretionary powers, for proper functioning of the Constitution. 

• He has prima facie discretion in deciding whether a proposed law by a State is violative of the 

Constitution. He also has greater discretion with regard to dissolution of Legislative Assembly 

when it does not function according to the Constitution. 

Constitution provision itself:  
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• Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the 

President in center in India. For example, Article 163 of the constitution says that there shall be 

a Council of Ministers in the states with the Chief Minister at the head to aid and advise the 

Governor in exercise his functions, except those which are required to be done by the Governor 

on his/ her discretion. 

• The constitution further mentions that if any question arises whether a matter falls within the 

Governor’s discretion or not, decision of the Governor shall be final, and the validity of anything 

done by the Governor shall not be called in question on the ground that he ought or ought not 

to have acted in his discretion. Moreover, what advice was tendered by the Governor to the 

Ministry cannot be inquired into a court. 

Some discretionary powers are as follows: 

• Appointment of the Chief Minister: Generally, the leader of the party with majority is appointed 

as the Chief Minister. But in situation where no party gets absolute majority, the Governor 

exercises his discretionary powers in appointing the Chief Minister. 

• Dismissal of a Ministry: A minister holds offices during the pleasure of the Governor. When the 

ministry losses support of the house, the governor will dismiss the ministry. But he cannot 

dismiss it until it losses majority support. 

• Advising the President for proclamation of Emergency: The Governor advises the President to 

proclaim emergency when he is satisfied that the Government cannot carried on in accordance 

with the provisions of the constitution, under Article 356. 

• Reservation of a bill for the consideration of the President: On his/ her discretion, the Governor 

can reserve a bill passed by the state legislature for president’s assent. However, situations are 

mentioned in Article 200, when he will reserve the bill, yet he can use, discretion regarding this 

matter. Governor has discretion to refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the state 

legislature. 

• Dissolution of Legislative Assembly: The Governor summons, prorogues and dissolves the 

Legislative Assembly, according to article 174. When the ministry loses the majority and the 

Governor is satisfied he may dissolve the House. 

• Governor determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty accruing from licenses for mineral 

exploration. 

• Seeking information: Governor can seek information from the chief minister with regard to the 

administrative and legislative matters of the state. 

• Thus, though the Governor is made the constitutional head of a state like president of India, yet 

there is a thin line as the Constitution empowers the Governor to act without the advice of the 

Chief Minister and his council and can use discretion on certain matters. 

• Governor determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty accruing from licenses for mineral 

exploration. 
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• Thus, though the Governor is made the constitutional head of a state like president of India, yet 

there is a thin line as the Constitution empowers the Governor to act without the advice of the 

Chief Minister and his council and can use discretion on certain matters. 

Similarities: 

• Both the President and Governor have the status of Constitutional Heads. 

• All executive decisions are taken in their name but actual power is exercised by Council of 

Ministers 

• All ordinary / money bills passed must get their assent before they become an act. 

• Both of them have powers to promulgate ordinances. 

• All Money bills can be introduced with prior recommendation of President in the Lok Sabha and 

Governor in the state legislature. 

• Both have clemency powers. 

Conclusion: 

As envisaged in the Indian constitution in a federal constitutional division of power between center 

and real power vests in council of ministers’ president and governor are only ceremonial heads of 

state. Real power lies with elected government headed by PM and CM. 

Account for the Poor state of Hunger and Malnutrition in India. Also explain how 

policy attention is focused on economic growth while we need to address the issue of 

malnutrition.(250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
 
Introduction: 

Malnutrition refers to deficiencies, excesses or imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or 

nutrients. India’s National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show that there has been a decline in child 

malnutrition numbers in the country. However, various studies show that the rate of decline is very 

slow, and India is still fighting a tough battle.  

 

Body: 

The Poor state of Hunger and Malnutrition in India: 

• India ranked 94 among 107 nations in the Global Hunger Index 2020 and is in the 'serious' 

hunger category with experts blaming poor implementation processes, lack of effective 

monitoring, siloed approach in tackling malnutrition and poor performance by large states 

behind the low ranking 

• Performance on the Indicators: 

▪ Undernourishment: 14% of India’s population is undernourished (2017-19). It was 

16.3% during 2011-13. 
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▪ Child Wasting: 17.3% (2015-19), it was 15.1% in 2010-14. 

▪ Child Stunting: 34.7%, it has improved significantly, from 54% in 2000 to less than 35% 

now. 

▪ Child Mortality: 3.7%, it was 5.2% in 2012. 

 

• The annual report on “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020” by the 

Food and Agricultural Organization and the 2020 Hunger report, “Better Nutrition, Better 

Tomorrow” by the Bread for the World Institute have stated staggering facts about Indian 

food insecurity and malnutrition. 

• As per PoU and PMSFI India is one of the most food-insecure countries, with the highest 

rates of stunting and wasting among other South Asian countries. 

• The Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) measures the percentage of people who are 

consuming insufficient calories than their required minimum dietary energy requirement. 

• The Prevalence of Moderate or Severe Food Insecurity (PMSFI) identifies the percentage of 

people who live in households that are severely or moderately food insecure. 

• Food Insecurity Experience Scale survey, which covers almost 90% of the world’s population 

but not allowed to be conducted in India. 

• It indicates that between 2014-16, about 29.1% of the total population was food insecure, 

which rose up to 32.9% in 2017-19. 

• About 375 million of the total population was moderately or severely food insecure in 2014, 

which went to about 450 million in 2019. 

Challenges still faced in fighting hunger and malnutrition: 

 

• Mother’s health: 

▪ Scientists say the initial 1,000 days of an individual’s lifespan, from the day of conception 

till he or she turns two, is crucial for physical and cognitive development. 
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▪ But more than half the women of childbearing age are anaemic and 33 per cent are 

undernourished, according to NFHS 2006. A malnourished mother is more likely to give 

birth to malnourished children. 

• Social inequality: 

▪ For example, girl children are more likely to be malnourished than boys, and low-caste 

children than upper-caste children. 

• Sanitation: 

▪ Most children in rural areas and urban slums still lack sanitation. This makes them 

vulnerable to the kinds of chronic intestinal diseases that prevent bodies from making 

good use of nutrients in food, and they become malnourished. 

▪ Lack of sanitation and clean drinking water are the reasons high levels of malnutrition 

persists in India despite improvement in food availability. 

• Lack of diversified food: 

▪ With the increase in diversity in food intake malnutrition (stunted/underweight) status 

declines. Only 12% of children are likely to be stunted and underweight in areas where 

diversity in food intake is high, while around 50% children are stunted if they consume less 

than three food items. 

• Lack of food security: 

▪ The dismal health of Indian women and children is primarily due to lack of food security. 

▪ Nearly one-third of adults in the country have a body mass index (BMI) below normal just 

because they do not have enough food to eat. 

• Failure of government approaches: 

▪ India already has two robust national programmes addressing malnutrition the Integrated 

Child Development Service (ICDS) and the National Health Mission but these do not yet 

reach enough people. 

▪ The delivery system is also inadequate and plagued by inefficiency and corruption. Some 

analysts estimate that 40 per cent of the subsidized food never reaches the intended 

recipients 

• Disease spread: 

▪ Most child deaths in India occur from treatable diseases like pneumonia, diarrhoea, 

malaria and complications at birth.  

▪ The child may eventually die of a disease, but that disease becomes lethal because the 

child is malnourished and unable to put up resistance to it. 

• Poverty: 

▪ The staff of ICDS places part of the blame of malnutrition on parents being inattentive to 

the needs of their children, but crushing poverty forces most women to leave their young 

children at home and work in the fields during the agricultural seasons. 
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▪ Regional disparities in the availability of food and varying food habits lead to the 

differential status of under-nutrition which is substantially higher in rural than in urban 

areas.  

▪ This demands a region-specific action plan with significant investments in human 

resources with critical health investments at the local levels. 

• Lack of nutrition: 

▪ Significant cause of malnutrition is also the deliberate failure of malnourished people to 

choose nutritious food. 

▪ An international study found that the poor in developing countries had enough money to 

increase their food spending by as much as 30 per cent but that this money was spent on 

alcohol, tobacco and festivals instead. 

 

India’s effort to achieve food security: 

▪ Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), with its network of 1.4 million Anganwadi 

Centres, reaching almost 100 million beneficiaries who include pregnant and nursing mothers 

and children up to 6 years; 

▪ Mid-day meals (MDM) that reach almost 120 million children in schools; and 

▪ Public Distribution System (PDS) that reaches over 800 million people under the National Food 

Security Act. 

▪ The recently announced flagship program of the Ministry of Women and Child Development will 

be anchored through the National Nutrition Mission (NNM), or Poshan Abhiyaan, with its own 

specific budget of ₹9,046 crore and a proposed World Bank loan of $200 million, to ensure 

convergence among the various programmes of the government. 

▪ Additionally, NITI Aayog has worked on a National Nutrition Strategy (NNS), isolated the 100 

most backward districts for stunting and prioritised those for interventions. 

▪ The National Nutrition Strategy (NNS) has set very ambitious targets for 2022 and the Poshan 

Abhiyaan has also specified three-year targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition and low birth 

weight by 2% each year, and to reduce anaemia by 3% each year. 

▪ IYCF (Infant and Young child feeding), Food and Nutrition, Immunization, Institutional Delivery, 

WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene), De-worming, ORS-Zinc, Food Fortification, Dietary 

Diversification, Adolescent Nutrition, Maternal Health and Nutrition, ECCE (Early Childhood care 

and Education), Convergence, ICT-RTM (Information and Communication. Technology enabled 

Real Time Monitoring), Capacity Building. 

Measures needed: 

▪ Governments, private actors, and NGOs should carefully coordinate their responses to 

overlapping food and health crises and work with community organizations to make sure 

interventions are culturally acceptable, reach the most vulnerable, and preserve local 

ecosystems. 
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▪ Food should be priced not only by its weight or volume but also by its nutrient density, its 

freedom from contamination, and its contribution to ecosystem services and social justice. 

▪ Governments should expand access to maternal and child health care, as well as education on 

healthy diets and child feeding practices. 

▪ Supporting smallholder farmers in becoming sustainable and diversified producers; governments 

and NGOs must seek to improve those farmers’ access to agricultural inputs and extension 

services, coupling local and indigenous agricultural knowledge with new technologies. 

▪ Existing human rights-based multilateral mechanisms and international standards—such as the 

Committee on World Food Security—must be strengthened to support inclusive policy making 

and sustainable food systems. 

Conclusion: 

Prioritizing early childhood nutrition is key to ensuring India’s development rests on strong 

and steady shoulders. India’s ability to harness long-term demographic dividends rests on it 

prioritizing nutrition in its health agenda, and reforming the institutional framework through which 

interventions are delivered. 

Examine the role of Finance commission in strengthening the principles of 

cooperative federalism in India. (250 words) 
Reference: REPORT OF THE 15TH FINANCE COMMISSION FOR 2021-26 , pib.gov.in 
Introduction: 

A finance commission is set up every five years by the President of India under Article 280 of the 

Constitution. Its main function is to recommend how the Union government should share taxes 

levied by it with the states. These recommendations cover a period of five years. 

The commission also lays down rules by which the centre should provide grants-in-aid to states out 

of the Consolidated Fund of India. It is also required to suggest measures to augment the resources 

of states and ways to supplement the resources of panchayats and municipalities. 

Body: 

Finance commission role in relations between Centre and States: 

▪ The founding fathers of the Indian Constitution were aware of the issues related to uneven 

development of the native states and historically poorer hinterlands since the colonial rule. The 

coastal states were comparatively richer than the scarcity-hit provinces of Central India. 

▪ This awareness of the Constitution framers made them understand the difficulty in 

rigidly dividing all financial resources and revenue among different regions and thus, an 

independent Finance Commission (FC) was created. Since 1951, Finance Commissions (FC) have 

been constituted keeping in mind the unique macro context and fiscal conditions existing in the 

constituent period.  

▪ The Indian federal system allows for the division of power and responsibilities between the 

centre and states.  Correspondingly, the taxation powers are also broadly divided between the 

centre and states. 
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▪ The centre collects majority of the tax revenue as it enjoys scale economies in the collection of 

certain taxes.  States have the responsibility of delivering public goods in their areas due to 

their proximity to local issues and needs. 

▪ Sometimes, this leads to states incurring expenditures higher than the revenue generated by 

them.  Further, due to vast regional disparities some states are unable to raise adequate 

resources as compared to others.  To address these imbalances, the Finance Commission 

recommends the extent of central funds to be shared with states. 

▪ Any other matter referred to the Commission by the President of India in the interest of sound 

finance. Several issues like debt relief, financing of calamity relief of states, additional excise 

duties, have been referred to the Commission invoking this clause. 

▪ Federal Finance is in essence dynamic and not static and therefore, constant readjustment of 

federal states – local financial relations is called for this purpose in every federation there are 

“Balancing Factors” like shared taxes, grant in aid central loans to federating units, the 

devolution of which has important bearing on the economic development and balanced regional 

growth of a country. The FC seeks to balance the balancing factors. 

▪ The provision of the Finance Commission is intended to assure the states that the scheme of 

distribution shall not be made by the union arbitrarily or under pressure or bias but shall be 

based on the recommendation of the independent commission. 

▪ According to the noted economist D.T Lakdawala “The Finance Commission is expected to play a 

role of wise man, a judge between the conflicting claims of the states, on the one hand, and the 

centre on the other” 

Important recommendations of 15th FC: 

▪ The Commission has reduced the vertical devolution — the share of tax revenues that the 

Centre shares with the states — from 42% to 41%. 

▪ The Commission has said that it intends to set up an expert group to initiate a non-lapsable fund 

for defence expenditure. 

State- wise distribution: 

▪ Shares of the southern states, except Tamil Nadu, have fallen — with Karnataka losing the most. 

▪ Shares of states like Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab, along with Tamil Nadu, all of 

which have fertility rates below the replacement level, have increased slightly. 

▪ On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, and West Bengal’s shares have fallen, 

even though their fertility rates are also low. 

▪ Incidentally, Karnataka, the biggest loser in this exercise, also had the highest tax-GSDP ratio in 

2017-18, as per an RBI report on state finances. 

Criticisms: 

▪ The population parameter used by the Commission has been criticised by the governments of 

the southern states. 
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▪ The previous FC used both the 1971 and the 2011 populations to calculate the states’ shares, 

giving greater weight to the 1971 population (17.5%) as compared to the 2011 population (10%). 

▪ The use of 2011 population figures has resulted in states with larger populations like UP and 

Bihar getting larger shares, while smaller states with lower fertility rates have lost out. 

▪ The combined population of the Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Jharkhand is 47.8 crore. 

▪ This is over 39.48% of India’s total population, and is spread over 32.4% of the country’s area, as 

per the 2011 Census. 

▪ On the other hand, the southern states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and undivided Andhra 

Pradesh are home to only 20.75% of the population living in 19.34% of the area, with a 13.89% 

share of the taxes. 

▪ This means that the terms decided by the Commission are loaded against the more progressive 

(and prosperous) southern states. 

Conclusion: 

                Despite the various issues surrounding the 15th finance commission, the successive FC’s has 

tried to be lynchpin between center-state relations and uphold the principle of fiscal federalism. 

Finance commission has been recommending financial resources to the states to achieve balanced 

development and to normalise the Centre State financial relations and remove the vertical and 

horizontal imbalances in the country. 

  

Do you think India’s concept of federalism is compromising India’s human capital 

development”? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Introduction: 

Investing in human capital through interventions in nutrition, health, and education is critical for 

sustainable growth and reaping demographic dividend. But India’s human capital indicators remain 

low. In the World Bank’s Human Capital Index, the country ranked 116th. The National Family Health 

Survey-5 for 2019-20 shows that malnutrition indicators stagnated or declined in most States. The 

National Achievement Survey 2017 and the Annual Status of Education Report 2018 show poor 

learning outcomes. 

Body 

Federalism in India impacting Human Capital Development: 

• Incomplete decentralisation: Globally, there has been a gradual shift in the distribution of 

expenditures and revenue towards sub-national governments. 

• Overlapping subjects of 7th Schedule: While public health is in the State List, the broader subject 

of economic and social planning is in the Concurrent List. 

▪ In 1976, education was shifted from the State List to the Concurrent List through the 

42nd Amendment.  
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▪ The placement of a subject in the Concurrent List, in effect, indicates the presence of 

overarching considerations that warrant the Centre’s involvement. 

• Fiscal considerations: Fiscally, while the Constitution assigns the bulk of expenditure 

responsibilities to States, the Centre has major revenue sources. 

▪ While fiscal transfers that are part of tax devolution are unconditional, transfers under 

grants-in-aid or Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSSs) can be conditional. 

• Top down approach: Between 2000-2018, the Centre spent over Rs 14 lakh crores on social 

services. A significant portion of this expenditure is met through Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

(or CSS)– a specific purpose transfer, from the Centre to states. 

▪ These constraints and undermines the state autonomy and leads to one size fits all 

approach.  

• Design of CSS: There are issues in the design of CSSs as well, with the conditions being overly 

prescriptive and, typically, input-based. Against this, international experience reveals that 

schemes with output-based conditions are more effective. 

▪ Moreover, CSSs typically have a cost-sharing model, thereby pre-empting the States’ 

fiscal space. 

• Powers of third tier: True decentralisation was left to the discretion of the states to devolve 

matters such as education, health and public welfare services.  

▪ However, except Kerala States have not transferred the power to Panchayats and 

Municipalities. 

▪ Further, third-tier governments are not fiscally empowered either. The collection of 

property tax, a major source of revenue for third-tier governments, is very low in India 

(under 0.2% of GDP, compared to 3% of GDP in some other nations). 

Suggested measures: 

• Centre should play an enabling role, for instance, encouraging knowledge-sharing between 

States. For States to play a bigger role in human capital interventions, they need adequate fiscal 

resources.  

• To this end, States should rationalise their priorities to focus on human capital development. 

• The Centre should refrain from offsetting tax devolution by altering cost-sharing ratios of CSSs 

and increasing cesses. The unconditional nature of these vertical transfers should be effectuated 

in spirit. 

• Concomitantly, the heavy reliance on CSSs should be reduced, and tax devolution and grants-in-

aid should be the primary sources of vertical fiscal transfers.  

• Panchayats and municipalities need to be vested with the functions listed in the Eleventh and 

Twelfth Schedules. 

Conclusion: 
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Leveraging the true potential of our multi-level federal system represents the best way forward 

towards developing human capital. India is at a stage where it will have the highest working 

population in the world, which is a huge opportunity is accelerating the economic growth. Faultlines 

of federalism should not become an obstacle in development of the human capital.  

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

Throw light upon the fundamental challenges in effective implementation of Anti- 

defection law in the country. (250 words) 
Reference:  Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The article explains how the anti-defection law has been singularly responsible for stifling debate in 
our Parliament and state legislatures. For example, approximately 250 Members of Parliament (MPs) 
in the Lok Sabha have declared their profession as farmers. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the fundamental challenges in effective implementation of Anti- defection 
law in the country. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the anti-defection law. 
Body: 
In the body, explain its importance first and then explain how it has been often misused. 
Mention about the working of Anti-Defection law, the issues concerning the same.  Explain the flaws 
of the current Anti-defection law. 
Also, mention the importance of intra-party debates and dissent and the effect of anti-defection law 
on healthy democracy. Present relevant court judgments to substantiate your stand wherever 
required. Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is a need to define the procedure clearly and set a definite and reasonable time 
limit for each step of the process, ensuring transparency. 
 Introduction 

Recently, some of the sitting MLAs in the Puducherry government defected to the opposition 

creating instability in the Union Territory’s polity. This politics of defection in Puducherry is not 

unique, there have been some other recent examples of defection in Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 

Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

Body 

Background 

• For a very long time, the Indian political system was impacted by political defections by 

members of the legislature. This situation brought about greater instability and chaos in the 

political system.  

• Thus, in 1985, to curb the evil of political defections, the 52nd constitution amendment act on 

anti-defection was passed and the 10th Schedule was added in the Indian Constitution. 
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• 91st Constitution Amendment Act-2003 was enacted and was  aimed at limiting the size of the 

Council of Ministers to debar defectors from holding public offices, and to strengthen the anti-

defection law. 

Flaws of the current Anti-defection law 

• Does not prevent Defection: The Anti-defection law has failed to curb “horse trading” and 

defection, leading to toppling of governments through machinations of corrupt legislators. 

▪ Eg:  The 17-MLA's of coalition government resigned in Karnataka, leading to change in 

government. The 17 MLA’s later contested from the party that formed new government. 

• Wholesale defection: The law prevents individual defections, but not wholesale defections. 

▪ Eg: Congress government in Madhya Pradesh lost majority due to resignations of 

MLA’s.   

• Against the true spirit of representative democracy: The anti-defection law seeks to provide a 

stable government by ensuring the legislators do not switch sides. 

▪ However, this law also enforces a restriction on legislators from voting in line with their 

conscience, judgement and interests of his electorate. 

• Impedes legislative control on government: The anti-defection law impedes the oversight 

function of the legislature over the government, by ensuring that members vote based on the 

decisions taken by the party leadership. 

▪ In short, if legislators are not able to vote on laws independently, they would not act as 

an effective check on the government. 

▪ The Anti-Defection Law, in effect, dilutes the separation of powers between the 

Executive and the Legislature – and centralises power in the hands of the executives. 

• Role of presiding officer of the house: The law lays down that legislators may be disqualified on 

grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other 

member of the House. 

▪ However, there are many instances when presiding officers play a part with the vested 

interests of a political party/government in power. 

▪ Also, the law does not specify a time period for the Presiding Officer to decide on a 

disqualification plea. 

▪ The decision thus is sometimes based on the whims and fancies of the presiding officer. 

• Affects the debate and discussion: The Anti-Defection Law has created a democracy of parties 

and numbers in India, rather than a democracy of debate and discussion. 

▪ In this way, it does not make a differentiation between dissent and defection and 

weaken the Parliamentary deliberations on any law. 

Steps to be taken 
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• To be used for major decision making:  Several experts have suggested that the law should be 

valid only for those votes that determine the stability of the government. e.g. passage of the 

annual budget or no-confidence motions as recommended by Dinesh Goswami Committee. 

• Non-partisan authority:  Various commissions including National Commission to review the 

working of the constitution (NCRWC) have recommended that rather than the Presiding Officer, 

the decision to disqualify a member should be made by the President (in case of MPs) or the 

Governor (in case of MLAs) on the advice of the Election Commission. 

• Independent committee for disqualification: Justice Verma in Hollohan judgment said that 

tenure of the Speaker is dependent on the continuous support of the majority in the House and 

therefore, he does not satisfy the requirement of such independent adjudicatory authority. 

▪ Also, his choice as the sole arbiter in the matter violates an essential attribute of the 

basic feature. 

▪ Thus, the need for an independent authority to deal with the cases of defection. 

• Intra-party democracy: 170th Law Commission report underscored the importance of intra-

party democracy by arguing that a political party cannot be a dictatorship internally and 

democratic in its functioning outside. 

▪ Thus, the parties should listen to the opinions of the members and have discussions on 

the same. This would give the freedom of speech and expression to its members and 

promote inner-party democracy. 

• Limiting Speaker’s discretion: Recent Supreme Court Judgement ruled that Speaker must decide 

on disqualification within three months of receiving application. It cannot be the discretion of 

the Speaker to take no action. 

Conclusion 

There is a need to prevent unholy defections that lead to instability in the governance system of the 

nation. The current law is clearly flawed and has not effectively curbed defection due to lure of 

power and money. There is a need for a more rationalised version of anti-defection laws which will 

help establish a truly representative democracy. 

UTs having legislatures with ultimate control vested in the central administrator 

reflect the Structural Fragility of Union Territories in India. Critically examine. (250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents the political turmoil in the Union Territory of Puducherry and this the structural 
fragility associated with UTs in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine how UTs having legislatures with ultimate control vested in the central 
administrator reflect the Structural Fragility of Union Territories in India. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
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When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with a brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Explain that the original Constitution under Article 239 provided for the administration of UTs directly 
by the President through the administrators. However there was a general perception that this 
framework fails to meet the democratic aspirations of the people. 
Article 239A was brought in 1962, to enable Parliament to create legislatures for the UTs. In this 
direction, some UTs were provided with a legislature and Council of Ministers to fulfil the democratic 
aspirations of the people of these territories. 
Then present an analysis of the constitutional provisions and their implementation brings to light the 
structural fragility of Union Territories (UTs) in the Indian federation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that experience shows that the UTs having legislatures with ultimate control vested in the 

central administrator are not workable. There should a relook at the existing legal and constitutional 

provisions to realize the vision of a free and autonomous government in the UTs. 

 Introduction: 

String of defection causing instability in the state legislatures have not spared even the Union 

Territories with legislature. The sudden and inexplicable resignations of Congress MLAs from the 

Puducherry Assembly have turned out to be an ingenious move to topple the Congress government 

led by V. Narayanasamy. 

Body: 

Structural fragility of Union Territories with Legislatures: 

• Ultimate control of Centre: Although legislatures were given to some Union Territories, to 

realise the aspirations of people, the Centre still has predominant role and has overriding 

authority on all laws/regulations.  

• Administrator: As seen in the case of Delhi, administration was hamstrung by the 

Administrator/Lt. Governor who was appointed by a different party at the Centre. Ultimately 

Supreme Court had to intervene. 

• Article 239A was originally brought in, in 1962, to enable Parliament to create legislatures for 

the UTs. The composition of the legislature as provided in the Constitution. It is a body that is 

elected, or partly elected and partly nominated. 

• Nomination of members: The Government of Union Territories Act provides for a 33-member 

House for Puducherry of whom three are to be nominated by the Central government.  

▪ So, when the Union government nominated three BJP members to the Assembly 

without consulting the government, it was challenged in the court. 

▪ Finally, the Supreme Court (K. Lakshminarayanan v. Union of India, 2019) held that the 

Union government is not required to consult the State government for nominating 

members to the Assembly and the nominated members have the same right to vote as 

the elected members. 
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• A simple amendment in the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963 can create a legislature 

with more than 50% nominated members. This goes against the ideals of representative 

democracy. 

Yet Union Territories have been strengthened with supreme court rulings over time. In NCT of Delhi 

v. Union of India (2019), the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court had said that the 

administrator should not misuse this power to frustrate the functioning of the elected government 

in the territory and use it after all methods have failed to reconcile the differences between him/her 

and the Council of Ministers, experience tells us a different story. 

Conclusion: 

Experience shows that the UTs having legislatures with ultimate control vested in the central 

administrator are not workable. The redemption for the harried governments of these territories lies 

in the removal of the legal and constitutional provisions which enable the administrator to breathe 

down the neck of the elected government. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Even though the States are sovereign in their prescribed legislative field, and their 

executive power is co-extensive with their legislative powers, it is clear that “the 

powers of the States are not coordinate with the Union”. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, part Indian polity- Parliamentary system and 
federal system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to present an analysis of the federal setup in the country and comment on how the powers 
of the States are not coordinate with the Union. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can start with the definition of Indian federalism and its importance in brief. 
Body: 
The answer body must explain in detail the federal setup of the country enshrined in the Indian 
constitution. 
Explain the asymmetric federalism prevalent and followed in the country; the main forms of 
administrative units in India are the Centre and the States. But there are other forms, too, all set up 
to address specific local, historical and geographical contexts. Besides the Centre and the States, the 
country has Union Territories with a legislature and Union Territories without a legislature. 
Give examples to substantiate like that of Jammu and Kashmir, Puducherry, and Delhi etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with uniqueness and importance of India’s federalism. 
Introduction: 
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India is a federal state where the Centre and the State are the Cooperating units of the polity. Yet 

India is an asymmetrical federalism, with the balance of power tilting in the favour of the Centre. 

Article 256 deals with Union-state relation and State’s obligation while Article 365 mandates the 

state governments to follow and implement the directions of the Central government. Changing 

dynamics of party system is shaping the trajectory of Federalism from cooperative to 

confrontationalist. 

Body: 

Provisions that favor the Union Government: 

• No Territorial integrity: Centre can unilaterally change borders, without the state’s 

acceptance or initiative. Eg:  

• Status as a State: As in the case of Jammu Kashmir, states can be made into Union 

territories at the will of the Centre. 

• Article 355 enjoins the Union to “... ensure that the government of every State is carried on 

in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution”. 

• Example: When State governments raised concerns about the NPR, the Union insisted that 

States are under a constitutional duty to implement laws passed by Parliament.  

• Article 356 not a dead letter: Centre has the power to impose President’s rule under Article 

356 if it’s laws are not complied by states. 

• Centrally sponsored Schemes: CSS is the biggest component of Central Assistance to state 

plans (CA), where states don’t have much flexibility. 

• Enforcement of International Treaties and Agreements. This provision enables the central 

government to fulfil its international obligations (Art. 253). The Lokpal and the Lokayuktas 

Bill, 2011 was introduced in the Parliament through the provisions of this particular article. 

• Article 200: Reservation of state Bills by Governor for President’s assent. 

• Article 256 mentions that the executive power of every state shall be so exercised as to 

ensure compliance with laws made by Parliament and any existing laws, which apply in that 

state, and the executive power of the Union shall extend to the giving of such directions to a 

state as may appear to the Government of India to be necessary for that purpose. 

However, States are NOT mere administrative agencies 

In the landmark S.R. Bommai judgment, Supreme Court said that States are not mere “appendages” 

of the Centre. 

Legislative/Administrative: 

• Separation of Power: Schedule 7 of Constitution provides strict delineation of powers 

between center and state. (Except during emergencies which comes under judicial review) 

• Article 131 of the Constitution, which gives the Supreme Court exclusive jurisdiction to hear 

cases between states and the Centre. Eg: Chhattisgarh moved SC against NIA Act in Jan 

2020. 
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• Coalition governments: It has increased states’ bargaining power. 

Financial: 

• GST Council: Majority decisions have been based on consensus till now, while states gave 

2/3rd of votes. 

• Since 10th FC, state’s share has been continuously increasing till 14th FC by devolving 42%. 

Other Areas: 

• NITI Aayog: Replacing the erstwhile Planning Commission, the Aayog is promoting bottom-

up approach to development planning.  

• Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas involves State’s as equal partners of development 

• There is a move towards competitive and cooperative federalism. 

Way Forward: 

• Strengthening of Inter-State Council: Over the year multiple committees have 

recommended strengthening of Interstate Council where the concurrent list subjects can be 

debated and discussed, balancing Centre state powers. There is far less institutional space to 

settle inter-state frictions therefore a constitutional institution like ISC can be a way forward. 

• Autonomy to states: Centre should form model laws with enough space for states to 

maneuver. Centre should give enough budgetary support to states so as to avoid budgetary 

burden. There should be least interference in the state subjects. 

• Democratic Decentralization of administration and strengthening governments at all levels 

in true spirit. Power should be decentralized based on the principle of subsidiarity. 

Conclusion: 

While security concerns might warrant greater powers to the Union, on the development front 

(education, health etc.) the Centre should respect the autonomy of the other two levels of 

government and consciously avoid the tendency to centralize powers and functions. Its role should 

be limited in laying down policies, devolving funds and facilitating co-ordination leaving 

implementation entirely to States and Local Bodies. Implementation of Punchii Commission 

recommendations at the earliest is needed for unity of Centre and States. 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

What is SVEEP initiative of Election Commission of India? What are other ECI initiative 

for Free and Fair Elections? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The question is based on the recent best practices brought by ECI in irder to strengthen the electoral 
system in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the SVEEP initiative of ECI and other initiatives. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can start by highlighting the importance of free and fair elections for a Democracy like India. 
Body: 
The answer should discuss the SVEEP initiative of Election Commission of India in detail; Systematic 
Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation program, better known as SVEEP, is the flagship 
program of the Election Commission of India for voter education, spreading voter awareness and 
promoting voter literacy in India. 
Then move onto comment on the role of Election Commission in ensuring free and fair elections in the 
country and enumerate various efforts made in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude with how ECI and its efforts are key to ensure free and fair elections in the country. 
Introduction: 

Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation program, better known as SVEEP, is the 

flagship program of the Election Commission of India for voter education, spreading voter awareness 

and promoting voter literacy in India. Since 2009, SVEEP has been working towards preparing India’s 

electors and equipping them with basic knowledge related to the electoral process. 

Body: 

Modus Operandi of SVEEP: 

▪ SVEEP is a programme of multi interventions through different modes and media designed to 

educate citizens, electors and voters about the electoral process in order to increase their 

awareness and participation in the electoral processes.  

▪ SVEEP is designed according to the socio-economic, cultural and demographic profile of the state 

as well as the history of electoral participation in previous rounds of elections and learning 

thereof.    

▪ SVEEP’s primary goal is to build a truly participative democracy in India by encouraging all 

eligible citizens to vote and make an informed decision during the elections.  

▪ SVEEP began with the introduction of planned IEC (Information, Education, and 

Communication) interventions in the Jharkhand elections of end-2009.  

▪ It was carried forward more systematically in subsequent elections.  

▪ A range of policy initiatives programmes and activities for the purpose of empowering the 

electors have evolved in three SVEEP phases since 2009. 

▪ The Lok Sabha Elections 2014 have been a major landmark in the history and learning of SVEEP. 

SVEEP II covered ten General Elections to State Assemblies. 

▪ Drawing learnings from the historic Lok Sabha Elections of 2014, a more robust and in-depth 

plan is in place for SVEEP III.  

▪ Enhanced interaction with the citizens through online and offline modes; awareness about new 

initiatives and a standardized yearly plan of activities, form a part of this phase.  
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▪ In addition to target groups of women, youth, urban voters and the marginalised sections, the 

inclusion of groups like service voters, NRIs, persons with disabilities, future voters are of 

primary focus.  

▪ Greater synergy with partners, micro surveys, and the ELC project are key features of the current 

phase. 

Measures taken by ECI to conduct free and fair elections: 

▪ Ceiling on election expenditure: At present, there is no limit on the amount a political party can 

spend in an election or on a candidate. But, the Commission has put a cap on individual 

candidates’ spending. For the Lok Sabha elections, it is Rs. 50 – 70 lakh (depending on the state 

they are contesting the Lok Sabha seat from), and Rs. 20 – 28 lakh for an assembly election. 

▪ Restriction on exit polls: The EC issued a statement before the 2019 Lok Sabha elections saying 

that exit poll results could be broadcast only after the final phase of the elections were over. This 

was done to avoid prospective voters being misguided or prejudiced in any manner. 

▪ Voting through postal ballot: In 2013, the EC decided to expand the ambit of postal ballot voting 

in the country. Previously, only Indian staff in missions abroad and defence personnel in a 

limited way, could vote via postal ballots. Now, there are 6 categories of voters who can use the 

postal ballot: service voters; special voters; wives of service voters and special voters; voters 

subjected to preventive detention; voters on election duty and Notified voters. 

▪ Awareness Creation: The government decided to observe January 25th as ‘National Voters Day’ 

to mark the EC’s founding day. Read more on the National Voters’ Day here. 

▪ Political parties need to report any contribution in excess of Rs 20000 to the EC for claiming 

income tax benefit. 

▪ Declaring of criminal antecedents, assets, etc. by the candidates is required and declaring false 

information in the affidavit is now an electoral offence punishable with imprisonment up to 6 

months or fine or both. 

▪ Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS): To allow an applicant to 

track the progress of his/her application. 

▪ Systematic Voters' Education and Electoral Participation Programme (SVEEP): ECI organizes 

voter awareness campaigns in order to educate the voters. 

▪ Photos of all candidates on EVMs: All the electronic voting machines (EVMs) and postal ballot 

papers will have to carry photographs of all the candidates - in addition to their respective party 

names and symbols - to help voters identify the political leaders in the fray and eliminate 

confusion. 

▪ Introduction of VVPATs: The poll body is introducing voter-verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) 

for verification of voting in all polling booths in the country. These machines are being used to 

bring more transparency in the system, as directed by the Supreme Court. VVPAT machines, 

attached to EVMs, dispense a slip with the name of the candidate and his/her party symbol each 

time a vote is cast. This slip appears on a small window for seven seconds and then drops into a 

sealed container. Hence, matching EVM and VVPAT results dispel fears about EVMs being 

'hacked' to favour a particular political party. 
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▪ New Vigilant Citizen app: The Election Commission has launched a new Vigilant Citizen app - 

cVIGIL - ahead of the upcoming 2019 Lok Sabha Elections. The app has been launched for 

citizens across the country to help them report any violation of code of conduct - say, incidents 

of intimidation or inducement - on their Android mobiles during polling. 

▪ Eagle eye on online campaigning: The CEC also had announced the steps that the Election 

Commission will monitor online campaigning. In order to fight the menace of fake news, all 

candidates standing for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections will have to declare their social media 

accounts to the Commission as part of their affidavit at the time of filing nominations. Moreover, 

all political advertisement on social media will require pre-certification from the Media 

Certification and Monitoring Committees (MCMCs) in place at the district and state levels. These 

ads will be part of the poll expenditure of the party. 

▪ Photo voter slip will no longer suffice: The Election Commission had announced that a photo 

voter slip shall no longer be used as a standalone identification document during elections. 

Instead, a voter will have to carry any of the following 12 approved identity cards to the polling 

station - Electoral Photo Identity Card (EPIC), passport, Aadhaar card, driving licence, PAN card, 

service identity cards with photographs issued to employees by central/state government or 

PSUs and public limited companies, passbooks issued by bank or post office, and smart card 

issued by the Registrar General of India under National Populations Register. 

▪ In addition to the above, the Election Commission has strengthened its Voter Helpline to help 

citizens get authentic information pertaining to his/her voter registration. 

Way forward: 

▪ ECI has taken stringent measures to overcome many of the challenges like VVPAT, open 

challenge to hack the EVM, multi- stakeholder involvement of social media companies to 

regulate the Social media during MCC, cVIGIL to involve people also in MCC activities etc. 

▪ However, there needs to be some positive action from the side of the Government too to 

incorporate changes. 

▪ Further, full usage of the powers of EC is the need of the hour to ensure MCC is followed in true 

letter and spirit. 

▪ Technology has been a saviour for ECI over a period of time. Innovative usage of the social media 

and apps like cVIGIL can be leveraged to make elections free and fair. 

Conclusion: 

EC has transformed itself into an institution which is trusted by Indian people. Its various 

recommendations and moves to keep up with the challenges of the times have strengthened the 

elections process. Its neutrality, efficiency and work ethic are well established now. Robustness of 

our election results, peaceful transition of power and people’s faith in the EC stand testimony to all 

its virtues. It certainly is the dark knight of our democracy. 
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Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

The ”eSanjeevani” digital platform has enabled telemedicine services which have 

been successful in containing the spread of COVID while simultaneously enabling 

provisions for non-COVID essential healthcare. Critically analyze its performance. (250 

words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
eSanjeevani, the government’s telemedicine platform, has achieved 1 million cumulative tele-
consultations till December 2020. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the eSanjeevani, initiative of the government, its successes, its limitations and suggest 
steps for its improvement. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context of launch of eSanjeevini initiative and its usage till date. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the positives of eSanjeevini. The large scale consultations, specialized 
healthcare services to masses in both rural areas and isolated communities, and surveillance and 
containment activities etc. 
In the next part, write about limitations of the eSanjeevini, Availability of Doctors, Abuse of doctors -
especially female doctors, limited specialized services, Access, Language barriers etc. 
Suggest steps to overcome the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

The telemedicine service platform eSanjeevani’ and ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’ have completed more than 10 

lakh tele-consultations. The eSanjeevani OPD services have enabled patient-to-doctor telemedicine 

in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Body 

e-Sanjeevani Telemedicine system: 

• It is a doctor-to-doctor telemedicine system, being implemented under the Ayushman 

Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) programme. 

▪ AB-HWCs are envisaged to be the platform for delivery of an expanded range of 

primary health care services closer to the communities. 

• It seeks to connect all 1,50,000 HWCs using the hub-and-spoke model by December 2022.  

• Under the model, a network will be established comprising an anchor establishment, or hub, 

which offers a full array of services,  
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• This will be complemented by secondary establishments, or spokes, which offer limited 

services, routing patients needing more intensive services to the hub for treatment. 

• Presently, telemedicine is being provided through more than 3,000 HWCs in 10 States. 

eSanjeevaniOPD: It was launched amid the Covid-19 pandemic to enable patient-to-doctor tele-

consultations. 

• Offered at no cost, this e-health service has made it convenient for the people to avail of the 

health services without having to travel.  

• It enables two-way interaction and even generates a prescription slip.  

• It is hosting over 40 online Out Patient Department (OPD) services, more than half of these 

are speciality OPDs which include Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Non-Communicable Disease 

(NCD) etc. 

Shortcomings of e-Sanjeevani: 

•  Availability: eSanjeevani already struggles with a shortage of doctors, which is evident in the 

time it takes for a patient to receive relevant advice after a request is put in. 

▪ Patients recount experiences of doctors not being readily available, resulting in long 

waits. 

▪ Some say that it sometimes takes over an hour to consult a doctor, with no indication of 

the time it would take for one to become available. 

• Access: This requires the patient to have a smartphone or a laptop with an internet connection.  

▪ However, this does not solve the problem of access faced by half our population that 

remains digitally excluded.  

▪ These are people who either have feature phones or no device with which to log onto 

the internet. 

▪ Moreover, knowledge of the English language is necessary for people to make use of 

eSanjeevani, as its registration forms and instructions are available only in English. 

• Abuse: Many private telemedicine platforms in India have seen incidents of sexual harassment 

of women doctors, with abusers making lewd remarks or flashing themselves on the pretext of 

seeking advice.  

▪ The patient verification process of registration for eSanjeevani is similar to that of 

private platforms, which makes it susceptible to similar abuse.  

▪ To simplify registration, no proof of identity is requested while signing up and a simple 

OTP verification process is employed. 

Way Forward: 

• To ensure that such services are accessible to all, governments should set up functional 

teleconsultation helplines, auto-diallers, text messages, and other asynchronous channels. 
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• To enhance access, the government can also use community-based local centres equipped with 

mobile devices or tablets, such as panchayat offices (i.e., the offices of village-level 

governments) and self-help groups.  

• Governments that do not make adequate investments in these channels risk excluding large 

segments of their population, thereby depriving them of online access to healthcare.  

• We do not want a situation where the most vulnerable populations are left out of this 

programme. 

There is dire need for a concerted effort from local bodies, State and Central 

governments to sustainably address quality and inequality issues in WASH provision. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a study into the cost of ensuring WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) in 
healthcare facilities of India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the issues in WASH provisions in the country and discuss the need for a concerted effort from 
local bodies, State and Central governments to sustainably address quality and inequality issues in 
WASH provision. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Express what you understand by WASH provisions. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Brief background of the WASH situation in the country; A 2019 joint global baseline report by WHO 
and UNICEF had pointed out that globally, one in four healthcare facilities lacked basic water 
servicing and one in five had no sanitation service and 42% had no hygiene facilities at point of care. 
Discuss the concerns with low coverage of WASH provisions in the country. 
Explain that there is the need for a concerted effort from local bodies, State and Central governments 
to sustainably address quality and inequality issues in WASH provision. 
There is the need to combine the WASH initiative with other national efforts to address health 
priorities. 
Conclusion: 
The intersection between WASH, infection prevention and control and antimicrobial resistance offers 
policy makers an opportunity to address multiple overlapping problems through interventions on 
WASH in healthcare facilities. 
Introduction: 

WASH is the collective term for Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene. Due to their interdependent 

nature, these three core issues are grouped together to represent a growing sector. While each a 

separate field of work, each is dependent on the presence of the other. For example, without toilets, 

water sources become contaminated; without clean water, basic hygiene practices are not possible.  

The core activity of WASH emphasizes the teaching of basic sanitation and hygiene to communities 

and school children with a particular focus on girls' education and gender equality, as a necessary 

complement to the success of water and sanitation infrastructure projects. 
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Body: 

Impact of WASH: 

▪ A WHO document on WASH in healthcare facilities points out that 8,27,000 people in low- and 

middle-income countries die as a result of inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene each year.  

▪ Also, death of 2,97,000 children under five years can be prevented each year if better WASH 

could be provided. 

▪ On a positive note, a 2012 WHO report had calculated that for every dollar invested in 

sanitation, there was $5.50 to be gained in lower health costs, more productivity and fewer 

premature deaths. 

▪ The intersection between WASH, infection prevention and control and antimicrobial resistance 

is unique in that it offers policy makers an opportunity to address multiple overlapping problems 

through interventions on WASH in healthcare facilities 

▪ WASH is critical in the prevention and management of Neglected Tropical Diseases for 

intensified control or elimination  

However, there are still many challenges to the WASH in India: 

• Highly expensive: 

▪ BMJ global estimates that improving WASH across the pubic healthcare facilities in India 

and maintaining this for a year would cost $354 million (Rs 2567,00,00,000 approximately) 

in capital costs and $289 million (Rs 2095,00,00,000 approximately) in recurrent expenses. 

• Accessibility issues: 

▪ A 2019 joint global baseline report by WHO and UNICEF had pointed out that globally, one 

in four healthcare facilities lacked basic water servicing and one in five had no sanitation 

service and 42% had no hygiene facilities at point of care. 

▪ The study further finds that the costliest interventions were providing clean water, linen 

reprocessing and sanitation while the least expensive were hand hygiene, medical device 

reprocessing and environmental surface cleaning. 

• Solid and Liquid waste management: 

▪ Just 26.6% of rural households use the recommended twin-pit system. The waste from 

the remainder of rural toilets could create a new sanitation nightmare — harmful to 

health and the environment, and even pushing a new generation into manual 

scavenging. 

▪ For the more than 70% of toilets without twin pits, a faecal sludge management system is 

desperately needed. 

▪ A 2018 survey of 30 cities and towns in Uttar Pradesh by the Centre for Science and 

Environment found that 87% of toilet waste is dumped into water bodies and farm lands. 

▪ In Bihar, some households throw sanitary pads in toilets, burn them or bury them under 

the ground as they do not have a formal arrangement to dispose solid wastes.  
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▪ Most of the households surveyed in Manipur, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal also do 

not have any arrangement to dump solid wastes. Ironically, these three states also have 

more than 80 per cent coverage of household toilets. 

▪ It is still a challenge for the SBM-G to manage black and grey water, especially, in areas 

near coast and areas having shallow groundwater. 

• States like Odisha, Goa, Tripura, Telangana are still lacking in IHHL (individual household latrine 

application) coverage. 

• Behavioural change failures: 

▪ The researchers from the Delhi-based think tank Centre for Science and Environment 

visited villages near Ganga in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and found that Usage of toilets was 

very low because of wrong design of toilets and absence of water connection. 

• Small Sample size:  

▪ The survey covered 92040 households in 6136 villages across states and UTs of India. On 

an average, only 15 households have been covered per village, which, perhaps, is not 

enough to have a holistic view of sanitation status. 

• Swachhagrahis: 

▪ The SBM agents, who act as motivators for construction and usage of toilets in the states, 

are underutilized. It also came to pass that in few states there is a long list of vacancies for 

the post of Swachhagrahis. 

Way forward: 

• Modules on WASH services and infection prevention and control procedures (IPC) should be 

included in pre-service training and as part of ongoing professional development of healthcare 

professionals. 

• In addition, health authorities should work more closely with communities, especially in rural 

areas, to promote demand for WASH services. 

• The twin pit has been promoted by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation as well as the 

World Health Organization as an in-situ sanitation system which claims to bypass thorny issues 

such as caste purity, as owners will be dealing with manure, not excreta. 

• Governmental Initiatives of Swachhata Pakwada Campaigns should be promoted to raise 

awareness of sanitation and hygiene. Adequate Budgetary Allocation should be given to 

construct twin-pit toilets at villages, public toilets etc. 

• Teach them young: Children must be taught the importance of Sanitation and hygiene. 

Initiatives like Bal Swachhata Mission, Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan are pushing forward the 

objective. 

• Competition raising initiatives like Swachha Survekshan Abhiyan will help in boosting the spirit 

of cities and towns to improve the ODF status. 

• In places of water scarcity, trains etc. use of bio-toilets can be promoted. 
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• Technology like mini-jetting machines, robots to clean the clogged pits as done in Hyderabad 

and Trivandrum should be emulated in other places to curb manual scavenging. 

• Swachhata Doots, NGOs and CSOs must be involved at the grassroots level to achieve 100% ODF 

by October 2nd, 2019. 

Conclusion: 

The success of the Swachh Bharat Mission is linked to the participation of the people. It depends on 

people changing their attitudes towards cleanliness, building and using toilets, and maintaining 

personal hygiene among other things. This means creating a ‘behavioural change’ in an individual is 

critical to help break old habits and norms. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Discuss the features and significance of Juvenile justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act 2015.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 

The Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 was amended in 2015 with a provision allowing for Children in 

Conflict with Law (CCL) to be tried as adults under certain circumstances. The Act seeks to achieve 

the objectives of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children as ratified by India on 

December 11, 1992. It specifies procedural safeguards in cases of children in conflict with law. It 

seeks to address challenges in the existing Act such as delays in adoption processes, high pendency 

of cases, accountability of institutions, etc. The Act further seeks to address children in the 16-18 age 

group, in conflict with law, as an increased incidence of crimes committed by them have been 

reported over the past few years. 

The Union Cabinet has approved a slew of amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 

of Children) Act, 2015. 

Body: 

Features of JJ Act: 

• Replaced the 2000 act- the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 

• It aims to Comprehensively address children in conflict with law and children in need of care and 

protection. 

• It mandates setting up Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare Committees in every district. 

Both must have at least one-woman member each. 

• Also, the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) was granted the status of a statutory body 

to enable it to perform its function more effectively. 
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• The Act included several new offences committed against children (like, illegal adoptions, use of 

child by militant groups, offences against disabled children, etc) which are not adequately 

covered under any other law. 

• All Child Care Institutions, whether run by State Government or by voluntary or non-

governmental organizations are to be mandatorily registered under the Act within 6 months 

from the date of commencement of the Act. 

Provisions of JJ Act: 

• The Act defines a child as someone who is under age 18. For a CCL, age on the date of the 

offence is the basis for determining whether he or she was a child or an adult. 

• The amended Act distinguishes children in the age group 16-18 as a category which can be tried 

as adults if they are alleged to have committed a heinous offence — one that attracts a 

minimum punishment of seven years.  

• The Act does not, however, make it mandatory for all children in this age group to be tried as 

adults. 

The latest amendments: 

• Empower the District Magistrates (DM) to issue adoption orders as well as monitor the 

implementation of the law. 

• Empower the DMs and the additional DMs to monitor the functioning of agencies responsible 

for implementing the JJ Act. 

• The District Child Protection Units will function under the DMs. 

• Before someone sets up a shelter home for children and sends their proposal for registration 

under the JJ Act to the State, a DM will have to assess their capacity and conduct a background 

check. 

• A DM could also independently evaluate the functioning of the Child Welfare Committee, Special 

Juvenile Protection Units and registered childcare institutes. 

Need for amendments: 

• NCPCR in its survey of 7,000 children’s home found that 1.5 % of the homes do not conform 

to rules of JJ Act and 29 % of them had major shortcomings in their management. 

• It also that not a single Child Care Institution (CCI) in the country was found to be 100 % 

compliant to the provisions of the JJ Act and children are living in unsanitary conditions. 

• CCIs can be government-run, government-aided, privately run or run through government, 

private or foreign funding & they fall under the CWC. 

• The state child protection units have little oversight and monitoring & new children’s home 

can be opened without the sanction of the DM which creates many problems. 

Conclusion: 
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The recent amendment approved by the Cabinet is one of the much-needed steps to ensure proper 

implementation of the Juvenile Justice Act. But the real change will occur only if the amendment 

becomes the Act along with the proper training of officials. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

“There are no short cuts; only persistent and focused efforts at the highest level of 

government will improve preventive care and primary healthcare.” Examine how to 

make the Indian healthcare system to become more sustainable as well as responsive. 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The question is straightforward and talks about the Public healthcare system in India. In the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been vociferous demands to strengthen the country’s public 
health system. The article talks about the necessary reforms required in the health system that have 
been exposed by the Covid crisis. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the radical overhauling that is required in the health care system of the country to ensure it 
becomes more sustainable and responsive. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the current situation that has exposed the lacunae in the Indian health care system. 
Body: 
One must remember that the question is not pertaining only to the pressures posed by the corona 
crisis on the healthcare system, and its about the loopholes in the system that have been prevalent 
over decades. 
Give suitable examples and supporting evidence from the article that has repeatedly hinted at the 
lack of physical infrastructure, social infrastructure, doctors etc. 
List and discuss all the other lacunae in detail. 
Discuss suggestions to address these problems such as role of private sector, NGOs etc. role of the 
government.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward to build a robust public healthcare system. 
Introduction: 

The COVID-19 pandemic has showed the fragility of country’s public health system. There 

have been vociferous demands to strengthen the same. But with the waning of the Covid-19 

pandemic, the Government has now reduced its spending and is back to the past condition. The 

efficacy of the public health system varies widely across the country since it is a State subject. Having 

failed to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, India is staring at the same w.r.t Goal 3 (good 

health and well-being) of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Body: 
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The other major challenges faced by healthcare system in India are: 

• Finance: At about 1.3% of the national income, India’s public healthcare spending between 

2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than the global average of 6 per 

cent.  It is a herculean task to implement a scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per 

person and benefit 53.7 crore out of India’s 121 crore citizenry, or roughly about 44% of the 

country’s population. Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by 

the private sector. 

• Crumbling public health infrastructure: Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare 

infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clinics and hospitals. There is a shortage 

of PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health centres and 12% 

primary health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms.  

• Approximately 70 per cent of the healthcare services in India are provided by private players. If 

private healthcare crumbles due to economic constraints or other factors, India’s entire 

healthcare system can crumble. 

• High Out of Pocket Expenditure: Reports suggest that 70% of the medical spending is from the 

patient’s pockets leading to huge burden and pushing many into poverty. Most consumers 

complain of rising costs. Hundred days into the PMJAY, it remains to be seen if private hospitals 

provide knee replacement at Rs 80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass surgery at Rs 1.7 

lakh (against Rs 4 lakh). 

• Insurance: India has one of the lowest per capita healthcare expenditures in the world. 

Government contribution to insurance stands at roughly 32 percent, as opposed to 83.5 percent 

in the UK. The high out-of-pocket expenses in India stem from the fact that 76 percent of Indians 

do not have health insurance. 

• Doctor-Density Ratio: India has a doctor-to-population ratio well below the level recommended 

by the WHO — 1:1,445, which adds up to a total of roughly 1,159,000 doctors. The WHO says 

the ideal ratio is 1:1,000. 

• Shortage of Medical Personnel: Data by IndiaSpend show that there is a staggering shortage of 

medical and paramedical staff at all levels of care: 10,907 auxiliary nurse midwives and 3,673 

doctors are needed at sub-health and primary health centres, while for community health 

centres the figure is 18,422 specialists. 

• Rural-urban disparity: The rural healthcare infrastructure is three-tiered and includes a sub-

center, primary health centre (PHC) and CHC. PHCs are short of more than 3,000 doctors, with 

the shortage up by 200 per cent over the last 10 years to 27,421. Private hospitals don’t have 
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adequate presence in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and there is a trend towards super specialisation in 

Tier-1 cities. 

• Regional variation: The northern States are performing very poorly in these vital health 

parameters. In Madhya Pradesh, the number of infant deaths for every 1,000 live births is as 

high as 48 compared to seven in Kerala. In U.P. the Maternal Mortality Ratio is 197 compared to 

Kerala’s 42 and Tamil Nadu’s 63. The percentage of deliveries by untrained personnel is very 

high in Bihar, 190 times that of Kerala. 

• Social Inequality: The growth of health facilities has been highly imbalanced in India. Rural, hilly 

and remote areas of the country are under served while in urban areas and cities, health facility 

is well developed. The SC/ST and the poor people are far away from modern health service. 

• Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare quality 

and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

• Commercial motive: lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.  

• Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals: This has been a major 

concern as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would dissuade 

the private players from actively participating in the scheme. 

• Scheme flaws: The overall situation with the National Health Mission, India’s flagship 

programme in primary health care, continues to be dismal. The NHM’s share in the health 

budget fell from 73% in 2006 to 50% in 2019 in the absence of uniform and substantial increases 

in health spending by States. 

Steps taken up currently: 

▪ The National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 advocated allocating resources of up to two-thirds or 

more to primary care as it enunciated the goal of achieving “the highest possible level of good 

health and well-being, through a preventive and promotive healthcare orientation”. 

▪ A 167% increase in allocation this year for the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) — 

the insurance programme which aims to cover 10 crore poor families for hospitalisation 

expenses of up to ₹5 lakh per family per annum. 

▪ The government’s recent steps to incentivise the private sector to open hospitals in Tier II and 

Tier III cities. 

▪ Individual states are adopting technology to support health-insurance schemes. For instance, 

Remedinet Technology (India's first completely electronic cashless health insurance claims 

processing network) has been signed on as the technology partner for the Karnataka 

Government's recently announced cashless health insurance schemes. 

Measures needed to strengthen the existing state of Health infrastructure in the country are: 

▪ There is an immediate need to increase the public spending to 2.5% of GDP, despite that being 

lower than global average of 5.4%. 

▪ The achievement of a distress-free and comprehensive wellness system for all hinges on the 

performance of health and wellness centers as they will be instrumental in reducing the greater 

burden of out-of-pocket expenditure on health. 

▪ there is a need to depart from the current trend of erratic and insufficient increases in health 

spending and make substantial and sustained investments in public health over the next decade. 

▪ A National Health Regulatory and Development Framework needs to be made for improving 

the quality (for example registration of health practitioners), performance, equity, efficacy and 

accountability of healthcare delivery across the country. 

▪ Increase the Public-Private Partnerships to increase the last-mile reach of healthcare. 
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▪ Generic drugs and Jan Aushadi Kendras should be increased to make medicines affordable and 

reduce the major component of Out of Pocket Expenditure. 

▪ The government's National Innovation Council, which is mandated to provide a platform for 

collaboration amongst healthcare domain experts, stakeholders and key participants, should 

encourage a culture of innovation in India and help develop policy on innovations that will focus 

on an Indian model for inclusive growth. 

▪ India should take cue from other developing countries like Thailand to work towards providing 

Universal Health Coverage. UHC includes three components: Population coverage, disease 

coverage and cost coverage. 

▪ Leveraging the benefits of Information Technology like computer and mobile-phone based e-

health and m-health initiatives to improve quality of healthcare service delivery. Start-ups are 

investing in healthcare sector from process automation to diagnostics to low-cost innovations. 

Policy and regulatory support should be provided to make healthcare accessible and affordable. 

Conclusion: 

India needs a holistic approach to tackle problems in healthcare industry. This includes the active 

collaboration of all stakeholders viz. public, private sectors, and individuals. Amore dynamic and pro-

active approach is needed to handle the dual disease burden. A universal access to health makes the 

nation fit and healthy, aiding better to achieve the demographic dividend. 

A year on from the pandemic, lot of lessons learned but India needs to revisit its 

disease control strategy to ensure a more robust and humane response in similar 

crises. Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
January 30, 2021 marked one year since India detected its first case of COVID-19 — a student in 
Kerala who had returned from Wuhan, China. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need to have a robust disease control strategy for the future. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give context about the beginning of the pandemic and its exponential increase afterwards. 
Body: 
In brief mention the devastating impacts of Covid-19 pandemic. 
Mention about India’s response, it was a mixed bag of successes and failures along with a host of 
unknowns looming ahead. Draw a comparison with other countries in handling the pandemic. The 
lockdown and its analysis. Health care burden, the migrant issues, infodemic, role of civil societies 
and widening inequalities. 
Suggest measures to have better preparedness for emergency purposes in the future. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Analysing the country’s response to the novel coronavirus pandemic so far reveals a mixed 

bag of successes and failures along with a host of unknowns looming ahead, that urgently need to be 
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addressed to both limit damage due to the pandemic and get back to the path of economic and 

social recovery. 

Body: 

Background 

• Official statistics show that India has fared better on rates of infections and deaths than many 

higher income countries.  

• For example, India’s case fatality ratio on February 3 stood at 1.4% compared to 2.8% in the 

United Kingdom or 3.1% in South Africa. 

• India’s deaths per million is 112, compared to 1,362 in the United States, 1,486 in Italy, or 1,831 

in Belgium. 

India’s response: 

• India’s initial response was marked by political commitment at the highest level, with several 

steps taken early in screening international travellers, restricting inbound traffic from severely 

affected countries, and preparing quarantine facilities for those testing positive. 

• India was also among the few countries to announce a stringent nationwide lockdown much 

before it had a significant number of cases. This is regarded as major step that helped India 

reduce the fatalities. 

• One nation one ration card was launched to tackle the food insecurity of poor migrants. 

• Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan infused an economic package of Rs 20 trillion to tide over the 

coronavirus crisis. Farmers, MSME’s were the biggest beneficiaries. 

• Migrants utilised increased budget under MGNREGA to get employment back in their villages. 

This alleviated the livelihood issues of the migrants. 

• India rapidly increased the manufacture of PPE kits, n95 masks and ventilators. India also 

became the pharmacy of the world in major drugs to fight against COVID-19 such as HCQ, 

Remdesivir among others. 

• Vaccine diplomacy also increased India’s soft power. 

Shortcomings in handling pandemic: 

• Migrant exodus: An unintended offshoot of the lockdown was the large-scale exodus of 

migrants and families forced to walk hundreds of kilometres back to their homes in the 

countryside. 

▪ Dozens died in the exodus, with many in horrific road accidents. 

• Poor social safety net: There were also deaths due to lack of sufficient food, drinking water and 

the sheer stress of travelling. Their plight highlighted the lack of a social safety-net for poor 

Indians both from before as well as during the pandemic. 

• Fatality ratio vis-a-vis neighbours: India, has not done so well compared to countries of similar 

income and demography in South Asia. India’s case fatalities ratio was significantly higher than 

Bhutan (0.1%), Nepal (0.7%), the Maldives (0.3%) and Sri Lanka (0.5%).  

• Deaths due to COVID-19 per million population in Bangladesh was 50, Pakistan was 54 and Sri 

Lanka was just 16, lower than in India. 

• New virulent strain: India too like many western nations, has not been able to figure out till now 

what the best way to open its borders to normal travellers is while keeping out those carrying 

COVID-19 infection, particularly the new more virulent strains. 
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• Languishing schemes: The Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), India’s national 

disease surveillance framework, was not visible throughout the response. 

• Widening inequality: The pandemic period has exacerbated existing social inequalities and the 

poor face a ‘lost decade’ ahead, a challenge which needs to be addressed on priority. 

Conclusion: 

There is an urgent need to examine all these critical gaps in the response to the pandemic, whether 

they occurred through acts of omission or commission. Without such an open inquiry and 

widespread debate, India will miss yet another chance to learn the right lessons and ensure a more 

robust, well-thought out and humane response to similar crises in future. 

Universal insurance and Comprehensive primary care are first steps towards achieving 

universal health care. Analyze India’s strengths and weaknesses in achieving universal 

health care. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare budget for 2021-22, viz. ₹73,932 crore, saw a 10.2% 
increase over the Budget estimate (BE) of 2020-21 — a modest increase even nominally. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the Universal insurance and Comprehensive primary care as first steps towards 
achieving universal health care and India’s strength and weaknesses in this regard. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by describing the universal health care in the Indian context. 
Body: 
Write about the scope Universal insurance – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), Large 
expenditure projections, input-based strengthening of public health etc. 
Comprehensive primary care – Health and Wellness Centres, primary health centres and urban 
primary health centres, greater focus on rural health etc. 
Write about India’s strengths and weaknesses in this regard. Increasing allocations, inter-connected 
hospital networks, improved FDI for insurance, existing schemes etc. Weaknesses – poor budget 
reliability, ineffective financial protection, under-investing and spreading funds too thinly etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Universal health coverage (UHC) means that all people have access to the health services they need 

(prevention, promotion, treatment, rehabilitation and palliative care) without the risk of financial 

hardship when paying for them.  

Health accessibility and affordability remain a crucial healthcare problem even in the 21st century. 

Therefore, World Health Organisation chose “Universal Health Coverage” as the theme for World 

Health Day 2019. India started working towards the universal problem of affordability and 

accessibility with the introduction of Ayushman Bharat. 

Body: 
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Significance of UHC: 

• Universal health coverage has a direct impact on a population’s health and welfare.  

• Access and use of health services enables people to be more productive and active contributors 

to their families and communities.  

• It also ensures that children can go to school and learn.  

• At the same time, financial risk protection prevents people from being pushed into poverty 

when they have to pay for health services out of their own pockets. 

• Universal health coverage is thus a critical component of sustainable development and poverty 

reduction, and a key element of any effort to reduce social inequities. 

• Universal coverage is the hallmark of a government’s commitment to improve the wellbeing of 

all its citizens. 

 

Issues and Challenges: 

• Finance: At about 1.3% of the national income, India’s public healthcare spending between 

2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than the global average of 6 per 

cent.  It is a herculean task to implement a scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per 

person and benefit 53.7 crore out of India’s 121 crore citizenry, or roughly about 44% of the 

country’s population. Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by 

the private sector. 

• Crumbling public health infrastructure: Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare 

infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clinics and hospitals. There is a shortage 

of PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health centres and 12% 

primary health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms.  
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• High Out of Pocket Expenditure: Reports suggest that 70% of the medical spending is from the 

patient’s pockets leading to huge burden and pushing many into poverty. Most consumers 

complain of rising costs. Hundred days into the PMJAY, it remains to be seen if private hospitals 

provide knee replacement at Rs 80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass surgery at Rs 1.7 

lakh (against Rs 4 lakh). 

• Insurance: India has one of the lowest per capita healthcare expenditures in the world. 

Government contribution to insurance stands at roughly 32 percent, as opposed to 83.5 percent 

in the UK. The high out-of-pocket expenses in India stem from the fact that 76 percent of Indians 

do not have health insurance. 

• Doctor-Density Ratio: The WHO reports the doctor-density ratio in India at 8 per 10,000 people 

as against one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such access, merely increasing the 

number of primary and secondary healthcare centres is not enough.  

• Shortage of Medical Personnel: Data by IndiaSpend show that there is a staggering shortage of 

medical and paramedical staff at all levels of care: 10,907 auxiliary nurse midwives and 3,673 

doctors are needed at sub-health and primary health centres, while for community health 

centres the figure is 18,422 specialists. 

• Rural-urban disparity: The rural healthcare infrastructure is three-tiered and includes a sub-

center, primary health centre (PHC) and CHC. PHCs are short of more than 3,000 doctors, with 

the shortage up by 200 per cent over the last 10 years to 27,421. Private hospitals don’t have 

adequate presence in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and there is a trend towards super specialisation in 

Tier-1 cities. 

• Social Inequality: The growth of health facilities has been highly imbalanced in India. Rural, hilly 

and remote areas of the country are under served while in urban areas and cities, health facility 

is well developed. The SC/ST and the poor people are far away from modern health service. 

• Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare quality 

and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

• Commercial motive: lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.  

• Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals: This has been a major 

concern as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would dissuade 

the private players from actively participating in the scheme. 

• Scheme flaws: The overall situation with the National Health Mission, India’s flagship 

programme in primary health care, continues to be dismal. The NHM’s share in the health 

budget fell from 73% in 2006 to 50% in 2019 in the absence of uniform and substantial increases 

in health spending by States. 

Steps taken up currently: 

▪ The National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 advocated allocating resources of up to two-thirds or 

more to primary care as it enunciated the goal of achieving “the highest possible level of good 

health and well-being, through a preventive and promotive healthcare orientation”. 
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▪ A 167% increase in allocation this year for the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) — 

the insurance programme which aims to cover 10 crore poor families for hospitalisation 

expenses of up to ₹5 lakh per family per annum. 

▪ The government’s recent steps to incentivise the private sector to open hospitals in Tier II and 

Tier III cities. 

▪ Individual states are adopting technology to support health-insurance schemes. For instance, 

Remedinet Technology (India's first completely electronic cashless health insurance claims 

processing network) has been signed on as the technology partner for the Karnataka 

Government's recently announced cashless health insurance schemes. 

Measures needed to strengthen the existing state of Health infrastructure in the country are: 

▪ There is an immediate need to increase the public spending to 2.5% of GDP, despite that being 

lower than global average of 5.4%. 

▪ The achievement of a distress-free and comprehensive wellness system for all hinges on the 

performance of health and wellness centres as they will be instrumental in reducing the greater 

burden of out-of-pocket expenditure on health. 

▪ there is a need to depart from the current trend of erratic and insufficient increases in health 

spending and make substantial and sustained investments in public health over the next decade. 

▪ A National Health Regulatory and Development Framework needs to be made for improving 

the quality (for example registration of health practitioners), performance, equity, efficacy and 

accountability of healthcare delivery across the country. 

▪ Increase the Public-Private Partnerships to increase the last-mile reach of healthcare. 

▪ Generic drugs and Jan Aushadi Kendras should be increased to make medicines affordable and 

reduce the major component of Out of Pocket Expenditure. 

▪ The government's National Innovation Council, which is mandated to provide a platform for 

collaboration amongst healthcare domain experts, stakeholders and key participants, should 

encourage a culture of innovation in India and help develop policy on innovations that will focus 

on an Indian model for inclusive growth. 

▪ India should take cue from other developing countries like Thailand to work towards providing 

Universal Health Coverage. UHC includes three components: Population coverage, disease 

coverage and cost coverage. 

▪ Leveraging the benefits of Information Technology like computer and mobile-phone based e-

health and m-health initiatives to improve quality of healthcare service delivery. Start-ups are 

investing in healthcare sector from process automation to diagnostics to low-cost innovations. 

Policy and regulatory support should be provided to make healthcare accessible and affordable. 

Way forward: 

▪ For UHC to become a reality, it is important to expedite steps beyond infrastructural 

interventions to include water, sanitation, nutrition and a healthy lifestyle. The challenge is to 

incentivize wellness-seeking behaviour. 
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▪ An encouraging aspect of India’s commitment to UHC has been the active and participatory role 

of the government. 

▪ From Poshan Abhiyaan, which aims to eliminate the malaise of malnutrition, to the Prime 

Minister’s call for a Fit India Movement, new emphasis has been given to multi-stakeholder 

engagements. 

▪ India has to align the vision of medical education with the vision of “one nation, one healthcare 

sector”. 

▪ The National Medical Commission (NMC) 2019 Bill recognizes the much-needed reforms in 

medical education. 

▪ The challenge of building capacity of people in a short time needs to be addressed through more 

transformational public-private partnerships (PPPs), presenting another opportunity to develop 

and adopt e-learning models. 

▪ Digital health has emerged as a game-changer in achieving UHC goals. India has taken rapid 

strides here and digital health is bringing healthcare within reach of 70% of our population 

residing in rural and remote areas. 

▪ With the use of digital technology, India is positioned to not only bridge gaps in our healthcare 

delivery but also to have the capability to contribute to global UHC goals through its 

telemedicine and digital health tools. 

▪ India’s healthcare providers are already working on new frontiers of digital technologies. 

▪ Machine learning, blockchain and AI will continue to strengthen India’s ability to engage 

effectively with other geographies towards achieving global UHC targets. 

▪ Regional disparities in terms of resources and institutional capabilities must be addressed. This 

diversity, nevertheless, can be a powerful source of policy innovation and creativity. 

▪ A collaborative approach aligning patients, payers and providers, along with innovative 

partnerships, will hasten efforts to mitigate risks, drive impact, forge stronger social returns and 

achieve sustainable UHC targets. 

Conclusion: 

India needs a holistic approach to tackle problems in healthcare industry. This includes the active 

collaboration of all stakeholders’ public, private sectors, and individuals. Amore dynamic and pro-

active approach is needed to handle the dual disease burden. A universal access to health makes the 

nation fit and healthy, aiding better to achieve the demographic dividend. 

Eliminating trans fats from India’s food supply is a clear step in the right direction 

towards creating safer and healthier food systems. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The FSSAI has amended its rules to put a cap on trans fatty acids (TFAs) in food products just weeks 
after it tightened the norms for oils and fats. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain about trans fats and why are they harmful for human health and what more needs to be 
done for global elimination for global elimination of trans fats. 
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Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining trans fat in brief. 
Body: 
In the first part, outline the major impacts of trans fat on the human health. Cite relevant statistic to 
bring out the risk of death or disability caused by the consumption of trans-fats. 
In the next part, write about various initiatives undertaken for the elimination of trans fats globally 
as well as in India. WHO’s REPLACE, FSSAI gradual reduction over a period of years and example of 
Denmark. 
Write further steps that are needed for the implementation of the guidelines and gradual phasing 
out the trans fat from India’s food systems. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Trans fatty acids (TFAs) or Trans fats are the most harmful type of fats which can have much 

more adverse effects on our body than any other dietary constituent. These fats are largely 

produced artificially but a small amount also occurs naturally. Thus in our diet, these may be present 

as Artificial TFAs and Natural TFAs. 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has restricted the permissible 

amount of industrial Trans Fatty Acid (TFA) in food products to 2 per cent from 2022. In December 

2020, the FSSAI had capped TFAs in oils and fats to 3% by 2021, and 2% by 2022 from the current 

levels of 5%. 

Body: 

Artificial TFAs are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the oil to produce fats 

resembling pure ghee/butter. In our diet the major sources of artificial TFAs are the partially 

hydrogenated vegetable oils (PHVO)/Vanaspati/ margarine while the natural TFAs are present in 

meats and dairy products, though in small amounts. 
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Health impacts: 

▪ TFAs pose a higher risk of heart disease than saturated fats. While saturated fats raise total 

cholesterol levels, TFAs not only raise total cholesterol levels but also reduce the good 

cholesterol (HDL), which helps to protect us against heart disease. 

▪ It is also associated with a higher risk of developing obesity, type 2 diabetes, metabolic 

syndrome, insulin resistance, infertility, certain types of cancers and can also lead 

to compromised foetal development causing harm to the yet to be born baby. 

▪ Metabolic syndrome includes high blood pressure, high blood sugar, excess body fat around 

the waist and abnormal cholesterol levels. The syndrome increases a person's risk of heart 

attack and stroke. 

▪ Studies have recently shown that 60,000 deaths occur every year due to cardiovascular diseases, 

which in turn are caused due to high consumption of trans fats. 

Measures to curb their usage and intake: 
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National level: 

▪ FSSAI launched a “Trans Fat Free” logo for voluntary labelling to promote TFA-free 

products. The label can be used by bakeries, local food outlets and shops for preparations 

containing TFA not exceeding 0.2 per 100 g/ml. 

▪ FSSAI launched a new mass media campaign “Heart Attack Rewind” to eliminate industrially 

produced trans-fat in the food supply by the year 2022. 

▪ “Heart Attack Rewind” is a follow-up to an earlier campaign called “Eat Right”, which was 

launched in July, 2018. 

▪ Edible oil industries took a pledge to reduce the levels of salt, sugar, saturated fat and trans fat 

content by 2% by 2022. 

▪ Swasth Bharat Yatra, an initiative started under the “Eat Right” campaign is a Pan-India 

cyclothon to engage citizens on issues of food safety, combating food adulteration and healthy 

diets. 

Global level: 

▪ WHO launched a REPLACE campaign in 2018 for global-level elimination of trans-fats 

in industrially produced edible oils by 2023. 

Way forward: 

▪ Eat a dietary pattern that emphasizes fruits, vegetables, whole grains, low-fat dairy products, 

poultry, fish and nuts. Also limit red meat and sugary foods and beverages. 

▪ Use naturally occurring, unhydrogenated vegetable oils such as canola, safflower, sunflower or 

olive oil most often. 

▪ Look for processed foods made with unhydrogenated oil rather than partially hydrogenated or 

hydrogenated vegetable oils or saturated fat. 

▪ Limit commercially fried foods and baked goods made with shortening or partially hydrogenated 

vegetable oils. Not only are these foods very high in fat, but that fat is also likely to be trans-fat. 

Expanding digital health services as envisaged by Global Strategy on Digital Health, 

adopted by the World Health Assembly, brings an opportunity for India to leapfrog 

into a reality of ‘Health for All’. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article explains that there are lessons from the pandemic that can be applied usefully to how 
health care can be delivered. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how digital health services can turn into an opportunity for Indian healthcare system. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present briefly some data depicting current status of Indian healthcare system. 
Body: 
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Explain that whether it is the employ of state-of-the-art technology in the discovery of cures or 
vaccines, or traditional technology services to enhance health care and consultations, or even tools 
that keep people at home occupied/productive, it is clear that technology will serve humanity at one 
of its darkest moments. 
Throw light on Global Strategy on Digital Health, adopted by the World Health Assembly. 
Then explain with suitable examples how it is an opportunity for India to leapfrog into a reality of 
‘Health for All’. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude with importance of use of technology in ensuring health for all. 
Introduction: 

Digital technology has been a revolutionary foray in education, industry, research and recently, 

healthcare. Digital health encompasses various aspects of technology like information and 

communication, mobile health, data-recording and telemedicine. There has been an exponential and 

unregulated increase in digital health services in last few years which have raised concerns over data 

privacy, ethical standards and quality of services. The World Health Organization recently released 

the global strategy on digital health as a visionary document that provides a framework for 

countries to implement and expand digital health services. 

Body: 

The current Covid-19 pandemic which has affected more than 10 million people worldwide has 

manifestly exposed the crisis in global health systems. In India, the pandemic exposed the chinks in 

the healthcare system such as lack of Critical Care units, hospital beds and healthcare workers to 

patient ratio leaving them overwhelmed. 

Digital health has many facets including e-health, mobile-health (m-health), medical   informatics   

and telemedicine.  Its role has been diversified beyond just electronic data recording to 

telemedicine, which gives accessible and cost-effective virtual access to    doctors, tele radiology for 

improved image interpretation, real-time data reporting, and use of mobile based applications for 

healthcare and therapeutics. 

Global strategy on digital health 2020-2024: 

▪ The World health organization recently announced Global strategy on digital health 2020-2024 

with the vision to “improve   health   for   everyone, everywhere   by accelerating the adoption of 

appropriate digital health.”  

▪ It redefines digital health to “the field of knowledge and practice associated with any aspect of 

adopting digital technologies to improve health, from inception to operation,” thus making it 

more comprehensive.  

▪ The strategy is aimed to facilitate countries to optimize the use of digital healthcare technology 

in a sustainable, equitable, accessible and scalable manner such that it enables patients to 

manage their health better, develop improved communication with healthcare providers and 

help countries monitor impact of the health policies for further improvement.  

▪ The Global Strategy also emphasizes    the    need    to    develop    inter-sectoral coordination   to   

integrate   financial, organizational, human, and technology resources for best utilization of 

digital services. 

Objectives: 
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▪ Engage stakeholders on a shared global agenda on digital health. 

▪ Build and consolidate global digital health capacity that reflects national needs. 

▪ Commit and engage stakeholders to advance digital health in every country. 

▪ Improve measurement, monitoring, research and practice in digital health. 

Need for digi-health initiatives in India: 

• India's expenditure on the health sector has risen meagerly from 1.2 per cent of the GDP in 

2013-14 to 1.4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had aimed for this to be 

2.5% of GDP. 

• There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in rural 

areas. Eg: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population of 30%). 

• Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic centres 

in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability between 

and within States. 

▪ For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of 

medical and non-medical professionals in government facilities. 

• Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and primary 

health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary healthcare centre 

is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 

•  Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, 

hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty 

due to health expenditure, annually. 

Re-inventing healthcare systems with Telemedicine 

Telemedicine: Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose and treat 

patients at a distance using telecommunications technology. 

• The shortage of doctors is limiting face-to-face consultations among patients. Secondly, India 

also has a shortage of hospital beds, which makes hospitalization tricky. Telemedicine will 

reduce the time of consultations and improve the quality of healthcare services in urban as well 

as rural areas, removing many of infrastructural challenges.  

• Telemedicine is a sector that bridges the healthcare gap between rural India and urban India.  

• In rural India, where the access to medical facilities, specialist's opinion and advance healthcare 

amenities are limited, telemedicine acts as a healthcare provider bringing access to the specialist 

doctors to these areas. 

• The advantages are peculiar in the current context, when putting distance between people is 

paramount, as tele consultations are not barred even when health care professionals and 

patients may have to be quarantined.  

• The advancement of telecommunication capabilities over the years has made the transmission 

of images and sound files (heart and lung sounds, coughs) faster and simpler. 
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▪ Pilot telemedicine experiments in ophthalmology and psychiatry have proven to be of 

immense benefit to the communities. 

• Telemedicine has advantages like: Reduced travel expenses of patients, time saving, easy access 

to specialized doctors, decreases the load of missed appointments and cancellations for 

healthcare providers, increasing patient load and revenue for hospitals, improving follow up and 

health outcome, increased reach to inaccessible areas. 

Thus, technology plays a crucial role in fight against COVID-19. The pandemic has contributed to the 

understanding of various ways in which available technologies can be put to better use and 

presented people with multiple opportunities to harness these devices, techniques and methods to 

get on with life in the time of lockdown. 

Conclusion: 

Among the primary uses of technology is telemedicine that can help reach patients where access to 

medical care is difficult. While unleashing the full potential of telemedicine to help people, experts 

and government agencies must be mindful of the possible inadequacies of the medium, and securing 

sensitive medical information; such cognisance should guide the use of the technology. 

‘Fostering Multilingualism for Inclusion in Education and Society’ is the theme for this 

year’s International Mother Languages Day’. In this context discuss the importance of 

Mother tongue in personality development. (250 words) 
Reference:  Times of India 
Why the question: 
The article talks about importance of mother tongue in personality development.   
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail how Mother tongue is critically important for cognitive, psychological and 
personality development, education and learning. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with importance of language in general. 
Body: 
Explain that Mother tongue, which one hears and gets familiar while in the womb, has a vital role in 
shaping our personality, thoughts and life. 
Discuss the significance of mother tongue in personality development. Present the issues due to lack 
of emphasis on mother tongue such as – Difficult learning: Incomplete first language skills often 
make learning other languages more difficult. Cognitive conflict: when a child finds a discrepancy 
between what he thinks the world should be and what he finds it as, emanating from forced situation 
of learning in a second language etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting importance of mother tongue. 
Introduction: 

Mother tongue or mother language refers to the language which a person has grown up speaking 

from early childhood. India is a land of linguistic diversity and the languages differ in their dialects 

every 100 kms. There have been many arguments and dissatisfaction over having a single national 
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language (Hindi) for entire country. The Vice president of India recently said that mother tongue vital 

for personality development of an individual and every country must encourage their children to 

study primarily in the mother tongue. 

Body: 

Every year, UNESCO celebrates 21st February as International Mother Language Day to promote 

mother tongue-based multilingual education. The day is also a reminder of how language connects 

us, empowers us and helps us to communicate our feelings to others. The world has over 7,000 

languages whereas India alone has about 22 officially recognized languages, 1635 mother tongues, 

and 234 identifiable mother tongues. 

Importance of Mother Tongue in personality development: 

• Mother tongue is the very first language that one hears, understands and gets familiar with. 

Thus, it plays important role in shaping feelings, emotions and thought processes. 

• Use of mother language helps one in getting comfortable with his/her cultural identity. 

• Maintaining mother languages is necessary for preserving cultural heritage and identity. 

• Dissemination of mother languages encourages linguistic diversity, thus inspires solidarity based 

on understanding, tolerance, and dialogue. 

• When languages disappear, the world loses a rich tapestry of cultural identity. 

• Opportunities, traditions, memory, unique modes of thinking and expression, valuable resources 

for ensuring a better future also get lost. 

Challenges faced in preserving mother languages: 

• According to the UN, every two weeks, a language disappears and the world loses an entire 

cultural and intellectual heritage. 

• At least 43% of the estimated 6000 languages spoken in the world are endangered. 

• Only a few hundred languages have been genuinely given a place in education systems and 

public domain. Also, 40% of the global population does not have access to education in a 

language they speak or understand. 

• Less than a hundred languages are used in the digital world. 

• Apart from globalization, rush for learning foreign languages for better job opportunities is a 

major reason behind the disappearance of mother languages. 

Way forward to preserve mother languages: 

• With the help of technology, every mother language can be maintained. Google’s Project 

Navlekha in India is an example. The project is aimed at increasing the online content in Indian 

local languages. 

• People should be made aware of the professional viability of pursuing degrees in native 

languages. With a degree in a native language, one can take up professions like Language Expert, 

Translators, and Tourist-Guide etc. 
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• Also to maintain any native language, it is necessary that it is spoken. Use of native languages at 

homes, schools, and offices should be encouraged. 

• The Upper House of India has an arrangement for interpretation of 22 languages i.e. members 

are encouraged to speak in their native languages. 

• Countries like France, Germany, Italy, China have developed their mother languages as a 

powerful medium. Other countries need to learn from these to preserve their cultural and 

linguistic identity. 

Conclusion: 

It is our strength that we have many languages and dialects. All other languages are important. But 

one should respect, learn and understand their mother tongue. According a hegemonic role to the 

“most-spoken” language in the country may promote cultural homogenisation, but that is hardly 

desirable in a country with a diverse population, a plural ethos and is a cauldron of many languages 

and cultures. Further, national identity cannot be linked to any one language, as it is, by definition, 

something that transcends linguistic and regional differences. The need today is to respect, protect 

and nurture diversity of our nation so that unity is ensured. 

Examine the gaps in the India’s online learning experience. Suggest measures to 

address the same. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article “The blank pages in India’s online learning experience” explains the challenges before 
India in online learning experience. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the issues related to India’s online learning experience. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the current context of online education in the country. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the fact that the world is presently grappling with the adverse impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the social, economic and political spheres. India can be counted among those 
nations that have been impacted severely. 
Analyse in detail how initiating a rapid transition to synchronized digital learning following the 
pandemic has many learnings for Indian education system. 
Discuss challenges like – lack of realistic assessment, lack of reach in terms of technology penetration 
etc. 
Explain what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction 

The digital medium has emerged as a powerful passport for millions of citizens to register their 

expectations from the state and make their voices hear. Especially at a time when the nation was 
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under a lockdown to combat an unprecedented pandemic, the glaring inequality in the access to the 

digital world was laid out bare. 

Body 

Gaps in India’s Online experience 

▪ Digital Divide: According to the Indicators of Household Social Consumption on Education in 

India report, less than 15% of rural Indian households have Internet connection (as opposed to 

42% urban Indian households).  

• Those with no access to the internet are still excluded from quality learning. Further, 

classes at times get disturbed due to connectivity issues. 

• As per NSSO data, only 4.4% of rural households and 23.4% of urban households have 

computer/laptop. 

• Thus 75% of students are using smartphones to watch online classes.  

▪ Teachers are apprehensive about students using smartphones because of distracting apps. 

▪ Difficult for parents to adjust to the online system: Parents complain of increased screen time 

for children, aren’t comfortable with technology themselves and increased pressure from the 

added household work due to the absence of domestic help adds to their problem. 

▪ Gender divide: Increased domestic responsibilities especially for girls is impairing the 

atmosphere of learning. 

•  According to a recent UN report, only 29% of all internet users are female, which 

indicates that transitions to digital learning may compound the gender gap in education. 

• India already ranks 112th in WEF’s Gender Gap Index’s educational attainment 

component. 

▪ Lack of vernacular content: Most of the content and existing lectures on internet are in English. 

In India, the Ministry of HRD data shows that there are only 17% English medium schools.  

▪ Creating new inequality: Only a handful of private schools, universities and IITs could adopt 

online teaching methods.  

• Their low-income private and government counterparts, on the other hand, have 

completely shut down for not having access to e-learning solutions 

Measures to address online learning gaps 

▪ VidyaDaan is national program, in which individuals (teachers, educationists, subject experts 

etc.) & organizations (schools etc.) can contribute to e-learning in the education domain. 

▪ Diksha platform was launched in 2017, by MHRD to provide supplementary learning material for 

students and for upgrading the skills of teachers. The high-quality e-learning material both for 

students and teachers are available on this portal. 

▪ Access to Education: ‘SWAYAM’ scheme provides an opportunity to students to access courses 

taught in classrooms from ninth standard to post graduation, that can be accessed by anyone, 

anywhere at any time.  
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• This digital scheme not only brings education at the door step of numerous students but 

also aims to bridge the digital divide as students who cannot join mainstream or formal 

education can access this application.  

• Another digital scheme is ‘ePATHSHALA’ which disseminates all educational content 

through website and mobile app. 

▪ Inclusive learning solutions need to be developed: With a rapid increase of mobile internet 

users in India, which is expected to reach 85% households by 2024, technology is enabling 

ubiquitous access and personalization of education even in the remotest parts of the country. 

This can change the schooling system and increase the effectiveness of learning and teaching. 

▪ Reducing the Gender Divide by leveraging the digital solutions to enrol out of school girls. 

Targeted Information and Education campaigns, curated content borrowing from behavioural 

science and interactive media can be used to incentivize girls to re-join the education journey. 

Conclusion 

Promotion of telecommunication infrastructure in rural India is the most important condition for 

bridging the rural-urban digital divide and Indian government can play a significant role in creating 

the IT infrastructure in rural India. A special expenditure should be marked for bridging the digital 

divide in rural India. Government should come up with innovative schemes for giving technology 

access to rural areas 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Urgent steps are required to address the widening inequalities exacerbated by the 

Pandemic. Examine in the light of recommendations of Economic Survey 2021. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Economic Survey seems to privilege wealth creation over reduction of income disparity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To argue for the steps needed to reduce the growing inequality. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context about the growing in equalities in the aftermath of the pandemic. 
Body: 
Cite relevant statistics regarding the widening inequalities and mentions the reasons for it. 
Write about the Economic Survey and its take on this topic. Analyze the various facets of it in 
employment, health, economic recovery, rural joblessness, and migrant workers. 
 Argue growth should not prioritized over inequality in tackling poverty and suggest steps to achieve 
the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 
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As well as a public health crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating impact on 

poverty levels and inequality. Women, alongside the poor, elderly, disabled and migrant 

populations, have borne the brunt of the fallout from the pandemic. The economic survey makes 

unique observations pertaining to India with regard to inequality and poverty. 

Body 

Widening Inequalities and pandemic 

• Education: The most vulnerable suffered the most on every front. For instance, in education, 

there was increased the drop-out rate among the children of the poor. 

▪ Digital Divide was high as they had the least access to digital networks - only 4 per cent 

of rural households had a computer, and only 15 per cent had access to an internet 

connection. 

• Gender inequality: While gender gaps in education and nutrition have been closing over time 

the disadvantaged position of women is very visible in the labour market. Labour force 

participation of women is staggering around 23.3%. 

• Health: India has the world’s second-largest cumulative number of Covid-19 positive cases and 

globally, the poor, marginalised and vulnerable communities have higher rates of Covid-19 

prevalence. 

▪ The spread of disease was swift among poor communities. 

▪ Only 6% of the poorest 20% households had access to non-shared sources of improved 

sanitation, compared to 93% of the top 20% households in India. 

• Rich vs Poor: The 40-50 million seasonal migrant workers, typically engaged working in 

construction sites, factories etc. were particularly distressed. 

Recommendations by Economic Survey 2021 

Economic survey notes the difference between inequality and poverty. Inequality refers to the 

degree of dispersion in the distribution of assets, income or consumption. Poverty refers to the 

assets, income or consumption of those at the bottom of the distribution 

• Cushioning the vulnerable in the lockdown and boosting consumption and investment while 

unlocking, mindful of fiscal repercussions and entailing debt sustainability. 

• India should pay more attention to economic growth as a primary means of decreasing poverty 

rather than expending more resources on curtailing inequality as redistribution will be better 

achieved if the size of the pie increases, the economic survey has said. 

▪ Economic growth has a greater impact on poverty alleviation than inequality. 

• The survey says that unlike advanced economies, in India economic growth and inequality 

"converge" in terms of their effects on socio-economic indicators. 

• Therefore, given India’s stage of development, India must continue to focus on growth to lift the 

poor out of poverty by expanding the overall pie. In other words, redistribution in a developing 

economy is feasible only if the size of the economic pie grows. 

• Finally, National Health Mission played a critical role in mitigating inequity as the access of the 

poorest to pre-natal/post-natal care and institutional deliveries increased significantly. Economic 

Survey suggests that Ayushmaan Bharat must become the key program to reduce inequality in 

access to healthcare. 

Conclusion 
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Reducing inequalities is very important but it should be a medium-term target. Between growth and 

distribution, India must get the sequencing right. According to Oxfam if India stops inequality from 

rising further, it could end extreme poverty for 90 million people by 2019. If it goes further and 

reduces inequality by 36%, it could virtually eliminate extreme poverty. But as Economic Survey 

suggests, there is a clear convergence on growth and inequality in India and hence must focus on 

wealth creation. 

India’s nutritional shortfalls cannot be addressed solely by the government. In this 

context analyse the role public-private partnerships for combating nutrition and food 

security challenges. (250 words) 
Reference: Business Line 

Introduction: 

Experience of pandemic and results of first phase of National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5 is a 

serious wake up call to rethink the issues related to India’s nutrition and food security challenges 

and accord these issues high priority.    

Body: 

Reasons for India’s nutritional shortfalls: 

• Absence of Agriculture-Nutrition link: Though 3/5th of rural households are agricultural in 

India (NSSO 70th round), malnutrition rates are particularly high in rural areas (NFHS-4). 

• Importance to cereal based diet and inadequate food fortification: This resulted in high 

calorific deficiency, protein hunger and micronutrient deficiency. 

• Under utilization of allocated funds for nutrition based schemes  

• Lack of health awareness: Poor breast feeding and unhealthy diets are major challenges in 

India’s nutritional shortfall. 

• Lack of adequate access to nutritional food due to corruption and leakages in Public 

Distribution System (PDS) 

• Shortage in trained manpower to cater to the nutritional needs of large population 

Though government of India has launched many schemes like Integrated Child Development 

Services, National Nutrition Mission (Poshan Abhiyaan) to combat nutritional shortfalls, public-

private partnerships are necessary to ensure effective last mile delivery of such schemes. 

Role of PPP in combating nutrition and food security challenges: 

• Private sector has technical knowhow: This helps to make nutritional security more 

affordable and accessible ensuring quality.  For eg: effective implementation of Take Home 

Ration scheme with the help of public private partnerships during pandemic.  

• Faster acceptance of food fortification and promoting food security :  Partnerships with 

globally entrusted entities such as FAO and UNICEF can help increase the credibility of 

schemes addressing mal nutrition  
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• Enhancing the human resource capacity in nutritional food delivery and safety: For eg, 

Impact4Nutrition ‘s pledged partners helped over 10 million vulnerable citizens with dry 

ration kits and cooked meals during lockdown. 

• Private companies can cater to nutritional needs of employees: This helps in not only 

safeguarding physical and mental well being of employees but also can boost the 

productivity of employees, thus contributing to economy. 

• Stakeholder engagement : It is necessary to involve all the stake holders to create 

awareness regarding criticality of a healthy diet in boosting immunity  and thus  

successfully achieving our commitment to UN SDGs  

Conclusion: 

Nutritional shortfall not only has negative impacts on people’s physical growth and cognitive 

development but also inhibits economic potential of a nation. Especially in emerging nations like 

India, nutritional shortfall and food security is too multidimensional and vast for government or the 

private sector alone to address by themselves. While private entities in the food sector could 

produce products addressing the malnutrition, these can be distributed more efficiently via PPP 

model thus realizing the dream of Kuposhan Mukth Bharat. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

“Corruption undermines the credibility of the public sector, erodes trust in 

governments and their ability to steer a country to achieve high economic growth and 

shared prosperity, In this context discuss how India can make progress in the fight 

against corruption. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik took everyone by surprise recently when he declared that all 
State government officials and functionaries of the Biju Janata Dal, including himself, would 
henceforth be mandatorily required to file their property returns with the Lok Ayukta at the end of 
every year. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer is about the fight against corruption in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Best way to address such questions is by quoting some stunning fact/data related to corruption. 
Body: 
First discuss the evils of corruption and its historical presence in India. 
Explain that tackling corruption and abuse of the system is vital to restoring people’s trust and 
recovering from the current economic crisis. Public sector corruption results in poorer public services, 
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while in the private sector the cost is passed on to consumers who end up paying more for their 
goods and services. 
Then explain the existing methods to fight against corruption. 
Suggest that Public declaration of assets of all political and bureaucratic functionaries from the 
Panchayat to the party president level makes sense because this fundamentally seeks to promote 
transparency between the citizens and those in power at every level by reducing the information 
asymmetry. 
Discuss more measures. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

As Gladstone has aptly said, “The purpose of a government is to make it easy for people to do 

good and difficult to do evil”. 

Corruption is an important manifestation of the failure of ethics. It is unfortunate that corruption 

has, for many, become a matter of habit, ranging from grand corruption involving persons in high 

places to retail corruption touching the everyday life of common people. 

Body: 

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik took everyone by surprise recently when he declared that all 

State government officials and functionaries of the Biju Janata Dal, including himself, would 

henceforth be mandatorily required to file their property returns with the Lok Ayukta at the end of 

every year. Further, all these returns would be disclosed publicly on a web portal. 

Challenges of corruption: 

• Corruption is an insidious plague that has a wide range of corrosive effects on societies. It 

undermines rule of law, leads to violations of human rights and allows organized crime to 

flourish.  

• Corruption in India is not limited to collusive high-level scams.  

• Petty corruption, which affects the delivery of basic services and rights to people, is rampant. 

• Corruption impacts societies in a multitude of ways. In the worst cases, it costs lives. Short of 

this, it costs people their freedom, health or money. The cost of corruption can be divided into 

four main categories: political, economic, social and environmental. 

• On the political front, corruption is a major obstacle to democracy and the rule of law. In a 

democratic system, offices and institutions lose their legitimacy when they’re misused for 

private advantage. This is harmful in established democracies, but even more so in newly 

emerging ones. It is extremely challenging to develop accountable political leadership in a 

corrupt climate. 

• Economically, corruption depletes national wealth. Corrupt politicians invest scarce public 

resources in projects that will line their pockets rather than benefit communities, and prioritise 

high-profile projects such as dams, power plants, pipelines and refineries over less spectacular 

but more urgent infrastructure projects such as schools, hospitals and roads. Corruption also 

hinders the development of fair market structures and distorts competition, which in turn deters 

investment. 
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• Corruption corrodes the social fabric of society. It undermines people's trust in the political 

system, in its institutions and its leadership. A distrustful or apathetic public can then become 

yet another hurdle to challenging corruption. This especially impacts the poor and marginalized, 

who are most dependent on public provisioning of rations, pensions, health, and education. 

Serious cases of several big corruptions have surfaced in the last five years, including banking 

frauds and the Rafale deal. The popular sentiment that helped the incumbent Government in 

the 2014 general election was resentment against corruption in public life. 

• Environmental degradation is another consequence of corrupt systems. The lack of, or non-

enforcement of, environmental regulations and legislation means that precious natural 

resources are carelessly exploited, and entire ecological systems are ravaged. From mining, to 

logging, to carbon offsets, companies across the globe continue to pay bribes in return for 

unrestricted destruction 

Measures to curb corruption: 

The solution to the problem of corruption has to be more systemic than any other issue of 

governance. Merely shrinking the economic role of the state by resorting to deregulation, 

liberalization and privatization is not necessarily the solution to addressing the problem.  

• Adopting effective and coordinated policies against corruption 

▪ Developing a coherent anti-corruption policy which identifies the causes of corruption and 

commits to practical, coordinated and effective measures to address these causes is a 

prerequisite for success. 

• Fair and transparent system of public procurement 

▪ Establishing a procurement system, built on the principles of objectivity, transparency and 

competition, is important to both saving public money and to ensuring that the policy and 

developmental objectives of the government are met. 

▪ E.g.: GeM Government E-market Place is a step in the right directions. With this, 

Public Finance Management System also helps in tracking the real-time usage of 

funds. 

• Strengthened transparency and public reporting  

▪ An informed society with free access to information is a strong deterrent to corruption.  

▪ This underlines the importance of transparency, public reporting and access to information 

in preventing corruption. 

▪ Right to Information needs to be strengthened to make the public officials and 

governments more accountable to the citizens. 

▪ Citizens must be Vigilant: Otherwise, like Plato said “The punishment suffered by the wise 

who refuse to take part in government, is to suffer under the government of bad men” 

• Institutional monitoring and legislative reforms 
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▪ Prevalent institutional arrangements have to be reviewed and changes made where those 

vested with power are made accountable, their functioning made more transparent and 

subjected to social audit with a view to minimize discretionary decisions.  

▪ Napoleon who said, ‘Law should be so succinct that it can be carried in the pocket of the 

coat and it should be so simple that it can be understood by a peasant’. 

▪ The 2nd ARC recommended that The Prevention of Corruption Act should be amended to 

ensure that sanctioning authorities are not summoned and instead the documents can be 

obtained and produced before the courts by the appropriate authority. 

• E-governance 

▪ The focus should be on e-governance and systemic change. An honest system of 

governance will displace dishonest persons. 

• Other Reforms 

▪ All procedures, laws and regulations that breed corruption and come in the way of efficient 

delivery system will have to be eliminated.  

▪ The perverse system of incentives in public life, which makes corruption a high return low 

risk activity, need to be addressed.  

▪ In this context, public example has to be made out of people convicted on corruption 

charge 

Second ARC guidelines to prevent corruption 

• Vigilance and Corruption:  

▪ Strengthening pro-active vigilance to eliminate corruption and harassment to honest 

civil servants including, wherever necessary, limiting executive discretion. 

▪ Addressing systemic deficiencies manifesting in reluctance to punish the corrupt.  

▪ Identify procedures, rules and regulations and factors which lead to corruption. 

• Relationship between Political Executive and Permanent Civil Service:  Improvements in the 

institutional arrangements for smooth, efficient and harmonious relationship between civil 

service and the political executive is needed.  

• Code of Conduct for different organs of Government: This includes Political Executive, Civil 

Services, etc. 

Conclusion 

“Rivers do not drink their waters themselves, nor do trees eat their fruit, nor do the clouds eat the 

grains raised by them. The wealth of the noble is used solely for the benefit of others.”  

Corruption needs to be rooted out from the very core of our nation, so that there is justiciable 

distribution of resources in the country leading to inclusive growth and ‘Sabka Vikas.’ 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 101 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Myanmar, which started a fragile transition to democracy 10 years ago after decades 

of brutal military dictatorship, is back in the hands of the Generals. Analyze the impact 

of the recent Coup. What should be India’s response? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu , The Hindu  
Why the question: 
On Monday, hours before the new Parliament was to convene, the Generals moved into action. They 
detained State Counsellor Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and other top leaders of the NLD. They 
declared a state of emergency for a year, and took power in their hands. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of recent military coup in Myanmar and suggest India’s response to that. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context of the recent Coup of overthrowing democratically elected Parliament and 
establishing military dictatorship. 
Body: 
In the first part, trace the historic developments in Nepal. The New constitutuion of 2008, subsequent 
release of Aung San Suu Kyi, subsequent elections and a fragile balance between the civilian and 
military leadership in Myanmar. 
Next, write about the impact of the recent coup. Declared state of an emergency, threat of sanctions 
from the U.S, role of China and the benefits it can accrue from this, India’s security relationship with 
the Myanmar military, further stalemate on Rohingya issue etc. 
Finally, write about what should be the possible India’s response to this. Considering the new 
geopolitical realities, emphasis on restoring the democratically parliament and popular leadership, 
maintaining its existing strategic interests despite the turmoil and denying China a monopoly on 
Myanmar’s infrastructure and resources etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Myanmar military seized power yet again after the military coups of 1962, 1988 and 

1990, turning a partial democracy into a full-fledged military rule. The swift operation has wiped out 

a decade of the country’s democratisation process. The drastic actions taken by the Army Generals’ 

overthrows a democratic government and has derailed people’s expressed preferences. India 

expressed “deep concern” over the reports of an unfolding military coup in Myanmar. 

Body: 

Immediate reasons for the coup: 

▪ Between March 2016 and January 2021, the National League for Democracy (NLD) led by Aung 

San Suu Kyi shared power with the military. This was a bold experiment to govern an intensely 

complex nation in Southeast Asia. Myanmar thus became a car driven by two drivers. 

▪ The newly elected National Assembly was due to meet in Naypyidaw on Monday, despite the 

Tatmadaw’s (Army’s) claims that the November general elections had several irregularities, and 

its contestation of the NLD’s landslide victory.  
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▪ Ms. Suu Kyi had refused to bow to Gen. Hlaing’s demand that the results, which also saw the 

military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party with a reduced strength in Parliament, 

be set aside. 

▪ the Army, which still nominates a fourth of the parliamentary seats and retains the important 

Defence, Borders and Interior portfolios, felt it was better to dismiss the NLD government before 

it increased its clout. 

Other reasons: 

▪ The Coup was also helped to some extent by Ms. Suu Kyi, who came to office in 2015, but has 

lost opportunities to put her country more firmly on the road to democracy.  

▪ She has accepted a dual power system in the state. Daw Suu, as she is known, has also failed to 

bring democracy to her party, and been criticised for her autocratic style.  

▪ Her refusal to rein in the Generals when the Tatmadaw unleashed a pogrom on the Rohingya 

between 2016-17, had lost the Nobel Peace laureate much international support. 

▪ The divide between the Burmans, the majority group, and the ethnic minorities remains wide. 

The latter are generally opposed to a strong Central government. The military leadership has 

time and again encashed on this. 

Global Impacts of the move: 

▪ The step is a setback for the international community’s efforts to engage with Myanmar, after a 

strict sanctions regime. 

▪ While not a fully globalized nation, the political crisis in Myanmar does threaten to impact a 

number of companies around the world, ranging from rare-earth miners in China to global oil 

and gas majors.  

▪ Under the military government, it will be very difficult for investors to know, in the short term, 

whether they plan to revert to protectionist policies that had worked so well for the elite, even 

while promising to maintain some form of democracy 

Impact on India: 

▪ Strategic interests of the North East will be affected, leading to increased insurgency in the 

Myanmar border areas. 

▪ The dream of North East India to be benefitted from the ‘Act East Policy’ may be a shattered 

dream 

▪ India has all set for penetrating its market to the South East Asia by implementing the Act East 

Asia. India as of now is no member of the RCEP. Even though India managed to promote better 

relationship with Myanmar without being a member of RCEP, change of Military regime in 

Myanmar perhaps may be a hurdle. 

▪ The geographically strategic location of Myanmar makes it a bridge between South Asia and 

Southeast Asia, and India needs a good working relationship with the Myanmar government for 

its diplomatic and strategic initiatives. This is especially due to China’s nefarious designs in 

Myanmar, which wants to develop it as a geopolitical base against India. 

▪ China has its own designs and wants to use Myanmar as another base in its ‘string of pearl’ 

strategy against India. Through the string of pearls approach, China intends to encircle India by 

developing military bases in India’s neighbouring countries and Myanmar has long been on 

China’s radar. 
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▪ The Myanmar Military is corrupt, it is quite possible that the Military junta Government may 

take loans from China, siphon it off, just like the Pakistan army and would push Myanmar to a 

Chinese debt trap. 

▪ New Delhi will have to deal with the fallout of crackdowns on pro-democracy activists as well as 

these could prompt a flight of refugees into India.  

▪ While its foreign policy concerns will direct New Delhi to avoid ruffling the feathers of 

Myanmar’s generals, there are humanitarian concerns and democratic commitments that India 

must not ignore.  

Response of India: 

▪ India has shown commitment to build robust relationship with Myanmar over the past two 

decades which intensified after the democratic process began in 2011. 

▪ Whenever democracy suffers, India feels concerned, even anguished.  

▪ However, India is committed to the policy of non-interference in another state’s internal affairs. 

It is also guided by the national interest.  

▪ Therefore, in managing relations with Myanmar, India will astutely balance its principles, values, 

interests and geopolitical realities. 

Conclusion: 

The military coup in Myanmar is a devastating setback to the country’s efforts to build an inclusive 

democracy. The Indian government will need to craft its response taking into consideration the new 

geopolitical realities of the U.S. and China as well as its own standing as a South Asian power, and as 

a member of the UN Security Council. India must push for the restoration of democracy at the 

earliest. 

The disengagement in Ladakh is a promising start towards restoring peace in the 

border areas but the success of the new disengagement plan will finally depend on 

whether it is implemented on the ground in letter and in spirit. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
India and China have reached an agreement on disengagement in the Pangong lake area to cease 
their forward deployments in a phased, coordinated and verified manner and it would substantially 
restore the situation to that existed prior to the commencement of the stand-off last year. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how talks are need to be followed by implementation on ground in order to restore a 
long lasting peace in Ladakh. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving the talks of disengagement between Indian and Chinese forces. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the various reasons that led to Ladakh stand off and the subsequent 
escalation of the conflict. Write about its detailed Impact on both India and China. 
In the next part, write about the recent talks towards disengagement and the terms of that have 
been discussed. Write about unless implemented in spirit, the letter of the disengagement will not 
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resolve the crisis. Mention the long term measures that should be taken for permanent resolution 
after disengagement. 
Write about the advantages the both countries have in resolving the border dispute. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward for long-lasting peace in the Ladakh. 
Introduction: 

After nine months of uncertainty in Ladakh, high levels of tension and every possibility of a breakout 

of armed exchanges on the Line of Actual Control (LAC), comes an announcement of disengagement 

by both China and India. 

Body 

India-China disengagement: 

• India and China have agreed to a temporary moratorium on patrolling in the disputed areas 

north and south of the Pangong lake.  

• The withdrawal of armoured elements, including tanks that have been in dangerously close 

proximity, began on February 10th 2021.  

• All frontline personnel will subsequently be withdrawn over the next two to three weeks. 

North of the lake, China’s troops will return to their base at Sirijap, east of Finger 8, while 

India’s troops will similarly return to their permanent base at Dhan Singh Thapa post, at 

Finger 3.  

• India previously patrolled on foot up to Finger 8 — there is no motorable road access from 

India’s side to areas east of Finger 4 — while China has dominated up to Finger 4, having 

already built a road there and enjoying superior logistics.  

• Starting last summer, Chinese troops had prevented India from reaching Finger 8, leading to 

the crisis.  

• Now, the entire contested area, from 4 to 8, will become a buffer zone and all temporary 

infrastructure built after April 2020 will be withdrawn.  

• Similarly, both sides will return to their bases south of the lake, where India will vacate the 

heights it occupied in an effective countermove in late August in the Kailash range, which 

gave India much needed leverage to negotiate as well as demonstrated its resolve to match 

China’s actions. 

Outcome of disengagement: 

• It needs to be remembered that the Galwan incident happened within 10 days of the last 

such disengagement.  

• The move back of armoured and infantry combat vehicles is the easiest part of the deal.  

• The test begins once infantry troops in the rear start to fall back, leaving very few reserves 

up front.  

• Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities have to be activated for 

credible verification. A certain trust has to be established between frontline commanders of 

either side with liaison and communication. 
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• The two inevitable questions that will arise now, or later, is the proposed status of the 

Depsang plateau and the Kailash heights. In the former, the PLA is currently denying us 

access to patrolling points at our perception of the LAC and the latter is the location of the 

advantage accruing to us due to domination over Moldo and Spanggur.  

• India’s occupation of Kailash heights remains within our perception of the LAC. Its vacation, 

if at all, will need to be contingent upon rebuilding of trust and will probably be a 

culminating event.  

• Chinese occupation at Depsang has been a problem since 2013 and needs to be linked to 

anything that finally transpires in the Pangong Tso area 

Conclusion: 

It’s a good beginning to a seemingly intractable problem. The final solution lies in confidence 

building through verification and consultation, a complete absence of rhetoric and resumption of full 

and formal contact at the diplomatic level. 

The recent disengagement process between India and China is a promising start 

towards restoring peace in the border areas. However, there are many other issues 

that needed to be resolved to establish lasting peace. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Recently, India and China have decided to finally reach an agreement on disengagement at Pangong 
Lake, which has been at the heart of the recent LAC tensions. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain that India-China disengagement process on the border is ongoing. There is a need for the 
cost-benefit analysis of this disengagement process. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the happenings across the India-china border. 
Body: 
The answer body must have the following aspects covered: 
Major Issues Associated with Disengagement Process such as – the current disengagement is limited 
to two places on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh viz. north bank of Pangong lake and 
Kailash range to the south of Pangong. Unresolved Issue of Depsang Plains, Issue Regarding Creation 
of Buffer Zone etc. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Way forward on the lines that – Clubbing Depsang Issue with current negotiations, Extending 
Counteraction, Playing Taiwan card, defence reforms etc. 
Conclusion: 
Thus, conclude that the current disengagement process is a welcome move because heightened 
tensions between the two nuclear-armed Asian powers serve no useful purpose for anyone. However, 
the success of the new disengagement plan will finally depend on whether it is implemented on the 
ground in letter and in spirit. 
Introduction: 
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After nine months of uncertainty in Ladakh, high levels of tension and every possibility of a breakout 

of armed exchanges on the Line of Actual Control (LAC), comes an announcement of disengagement 

by both China and India. 

Body: 

• India and China have agreed to a temporary moratorium on patrolling in the disputed areas 

north and south of the Pangong lake.  

• The withdrawal of armoured elements, including tanks that have been in dangerously close 

proximity, began on February 10th 2021.  

• All frontline personnel will subsequently be withdrawn over the next two to three weeks. 

North of the lake, China’s troops will return to their base at Sirijap, east of Finger 8, while 

India’s troops will similarly return to their permanent base at Dhan Singh Thapa post, at 

Finger 3.  

• India previously patrolled on foot up to Finger 8 — there is no motorable road access from 

India’s side to areas east of Finger 4 — while China has dominated up to Finger 4, having 

already built a road there and enjoying superior logistics.  

• Starting last summer, Chinese troops had prevented India from reaching Finger 8, leading to 

the crisis.  

• Now, the entire contested area, from 4 to 8, will become a buffer zone and all temporary 

infrastructure built after April 2020 will be withdrawn.  

• Similarly, both sides will return to their bases south of the lake, where India will vacate the 

heights it occupied in an effective countermove in late August in the Kailash range, which 

gave India much needed leverage to negotiate as well as demonstrated its resolve to match 

China’s actions. 

Issues related to disengagement: 

• Not complete Disengagement: The two inevitable questions that will arise now, or later, is 

the proposed status of the Depsang plateau and the Kailash heights.  

▪ In the former, the PLA is currently denying us access to patrolling points at our 

perception of the LAC and the latter is the location of the advantage accruing to us 

due to domination over Moldo and Spanggur.  

• India’s occupation of Kailash heights remains within our perception of the LAC. Its vacation, 

if at all, will need to be contingent upon rebuilding of trust and will probably be a 

culminating event. 

• Issue of Depsang Plains: Chinese occupation at Depsang has been a problem since 2013 and 

needs to be linked to anything that finally transpires in the Pangong Tso area. 

• Issue Regarding Creation of Buffer Zone: There are worries that the creation of proposed 

buffer zones would lie majorly on the Indian side of the LAC, thus converting a hitherto 

Indian-controlled territory into a neutral zone. 
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▪ At best, these buffer zones can provide a temporary reprieve but are no alternative 

to the mutual delineation of the LAC and a final settlement of the Sino-Indian 

boundary. 

▪ Further, for the sake of disengagement at the north bank, China is asking India to 

withdraw from the important hills it acquired in the Kailash Range. 

▪ Thus, it raises questions about the wisdom of giving up the only leverage India had 

against China in Ladakh. 

• Distrust Between India & China: Owing to the disputed nature of the border and a lack of 

trust between the two sides, any perceived violations of ‘no patrol’ zones can lead to deadly 

outcomes as seen in Galwan valley in 2020. 

▪ India’s embracing of USA and strategic alignment in defence is ringing alarm bells in 

Beijing. Along with this, Quad and Indo-Pacific dialogue are also seen as anti-China 

moves from India. 

Conclusion: 

It’s a good beginning to a seemingly intractable problem. The final solution lies in confidence 

building through verification and consultation, a complete absence of rhetoric and resumption of full 

and formal contact at the diplomatic level. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

COVID-19, Brexit and international tensions have unsettled the European Union and 

exacerbated its internal discords. Examine. What will be its impact on the EU-India 

relations? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The European Union is facing a crisis and wide range of multitude of issues which has brought to fore 
its internal discords. They all have wide range of ramifications. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of the pandemic, Brexit and various internal strife on the European Union 
and its impact of EU-India relations. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context of multitude of issues faced by the EU in the past couple of years. 
Body: 
In detail, delineate the impact of Covid-19, Brexit and internal dissensions within the EU. 
Covid-19: A large number of cases, relatively high death rate, economic impact, the second wave 
further affecting a large number of people, vaccine nationalism etc.               
Brexit: long negotiations, uncertain future for both EU as well as Britain and the rising Euroscepticism 
among member nations. 
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Others: Rise of populism, Re-calibration under Trump, security and defence, riots and resignations 
etc. 
In brief, mention the relationship between EU-India and obstacles and disagreements in negotiating 
a trade deal so far. Write about how these pressing issues will further put the trade deal on a back 
burner and suggest step to engage with the E.U in the meanwhile. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with ways India needs to work for having a long term trade deal with the EU. 
Introduction: 

India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish 

relationship with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European 

union. For more than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and 

fragmented, struggling to maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 

2004. But seventeen years on there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India 

relationship fails to acknowledge each partner’s individual realities.   

Body:  

Background: 

• Before COVID-19 and Brexit, the EU had the same GDP as the United States and was one of 

India’s major trade and investment partners.  

• The EU is India's largest trading partner, accounting for €80 billion worth of trade in goods in 

2019 or 11.1% of total Indian trade, on par with the USA and ahead of China (10.7%). 

• The EU is the second-largest destination for Indian exports (over 14% of the total) after the USA. 

• India is the EU’s 10th largest trading partner, accounting for 1.9% of EU total trade in goods in 

2019, well behind the USA (15.2%), China (13.8%) and the UK (12.6%).  

• Being the largest democracies and unions of linguistically, culturally and ethnically diverse 

States, both the EU and India are well suited for a special relationship, but the reality is that the 

status is one without any spark of mutual chemistry. 

• The discussions began on a comprehensive free trade agreement in 2007 but were aborted due 

to differences on movement of professionals, labour, human rights and environmental issues 

and India’s high tariffs, inconsistent tax regime and non-payment of arbitral awards. 

Various facets of India-EU bilateral relations: 

• Trade and Investment:   

▪ The EU is India's largest trading partner, accounting for 12.9% of India's overall trade. 

Further the trade in services have almost tripled in last decade. 

▪ Overall, the EU is the second largest investor in India, with €70 billion of cumulative FDI 

from April 2000 to March 2017, accounting for almost one quarter of all investments flows 

into India.   

• EU and India remain close partners in the G20 and have developed a regular macroeconomic 

dialogue to exchange experience on economic policies and structural reforms. 

• Energy Cooperation: EU - India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership.   

• Research and Development: India, participates in international ITER fusion. India also 

participates in research and innovation funding programme 'Horizon 2020’   

• Environment and Water: The EU and India also cooperate closely on the Indian Clean Ganga 

initiative and deal with other water-related challenges in coordinated manner.  
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• Migration and mobility: The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility (CAMM) is a 

fundamental cooperation agreement between India and EU.   

• Development cooperation: Over €150 million worth of projects are currently ongoing in India. 

Concerns in India- EU relations:  

• Internal discords in EU: 

▪ The EU now finds itself in an unusually turbulent situation. COVID-19, Brexit and 

international tensions caused by former U.S. President Donald Trump have unsettled the EU 

and exacerbated internal discords.  

▪ The crises of 2020 obfuscated the structural lack of unity in the EU, because despite its 

desire for greater integration, it faces obstacles from adherence to the rule of law to a 

strategy for dealing with China, Russia, Turkey and Iran.  

▪ After months of tortuous negotiation over Hungary and Poland’s objections, member States 

finally agreed on a long-term budget and a COVID-19 recovery package of $2 trillion.  

▪ The two countries had opposed anti-COVID-19 support being linked to good governance, in 

particular, accusations of suppression of human rights and lack of independence in the 

judiciary. 

• Poor outcomes of strategic summits:  

▪ The relationship remained far too focused on set-piece summits rather than fostering 

dynamic everyday linkages. Meetings, including summits, would be ritually cancelled and 

the paucity of high-level bilateral visits revealed a lack of political will.  

▪ Unfairly large emphasis was laid on foreign policy cooperation, but on many issues divisions 

far exceeded commonalities, leading to disappointment and an overall delusion in the 

potential of the partnership.  

• EU ‘s concerns with India’s ‘human rights violations:  

▪ India doesn’t take kindly to being lectured to on issues which she considers herself 

competent of handling.  

▪ For example, India considers human rights violations as a domestic issue and would wish to 

handle it within India’s political space.  

▪ EU’s insistence on including HR provisions into Free Trade Agreement has hampered trade 

between the two.  

• On multilateralism, EU-India interaction and coordination within UN bodies is not robust.  

• India’s bilateral relations with member countries:  

▪ Given the lack of cohesion among the EU constituents on strategic issues, India prefers 

establishing bilateral relations rather than dealing with the EU as a whole.  

• The case of the two Italian marines being tried in India was manslaughter has become a festering 

wound. The EU’s stand on the issue is seen by many in India as a challenge to her sovereignty.  

• Dual use technology:  

▪ EU’s reluctance to provide India with strategic dual use technology has pushed India into a 

closer huddle with the US and other European countries like France. India therefore, 

doesn’t see the EU as a reliable partner.  

• FTA issues: 

▪ Although trade remains the primary focus, negotiations for The free trade agreement (FTA) 

which was launched in 2007 is still being dragged due to the following reasons:  

▪ EU’s concerns:  

➢ India’s protectionism to automobile sector  
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➢ India’s Intellectual property regime with the provision of compulsory licensing and 

manufacture of generic medicine 

➢ Domestic source obligation in the multi brand retail  

➢ Duty and tariff protection in areas of wine, spirits and dairy products  

➢ Civil nuclear energy generation legislation  

➢ Data Security: Based on current standard of protection to data in India the EU refused 

to grant the status of Data Secure Nation. Data secure nation needs to protect the 

important data related to innovation, research, individual details, IP etc. to be 

safeguarded. This affects High end business products specifically. European companies 

doing outsourcing business with countries not certified as data secure have to follow 

stringent contractual obligations that increase operating costs and affect 

competitiveness.  

➢ Vodafone case has threatened EU investors from entering India due to retrospective 

taxation measures. So such taxation is also acting as road block.                      

▪ India’s concerns:  

➢ European Union’s heavily subsidised agro industry. This could hurt Indian farmers. 

➢ EU Import restriction: like ban on the import of mangoes from India  

➢ Work visa restriction – movement of skilled professionals  

➢ Technology transfer issues  

 Way forward: 

• A framework addressing the above mentioned issues could go a long way in strengthening ties in 

light of India and EU’s affinities and common concerns such as increasing fundamentalism.  

• India EU FTA has a lot of road blocks but it is in benefit of each other. EU will gain market of 1.2 

billion whereas India will gain in terms of Technology, Investments from EU.  

• Both are needed to be pragmatic in approach while working on it in future. India’s share in 

services trade with EU can grow manifold.  

• Cheaper imports of European luxury items like cars, wine, European expertise in agriculture, 

infrastructure and urban management can augment Indian drive in make in India, Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan & agricultural research.  

• The EU has capacitated to deal with issues like global governance, climate change and the 2030 

agenda for sustainable development. India must utilise this through bilateral dialogues and 

consultations.   

Working on FTA and realising concrete results in other areas can make the India-EU partnership truly 

strategic. Deepen the strategic relations and go ahead with the long-term view on global and 

regional challenges, and a rule-based international order. 

A sustained movement to limit China’s expansionist policy by the Quad will go a long 

way in undermining China’s threats and policies on the international stage. Examine. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
In November 2020, the Quad conducted Malabar Naval drills in the Indian Ocean. In response, China 
affirmed that the activities of the Quad do not affect it; however it is actually keeping a close eye on 
it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about how Quad can counter the aggressive and the assertive China in a post pandemic 
world. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about Quad and the context of its formation. 
Body: 
In detail, write about the common elements of interest that the Quad countries are bound by. Write 
about the expansionism and threats at global stage made by China recently. 
Next, write about how Quad can limit China’ expansionist policies and its threats on international 
arenas. Quad vs Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Quad vs Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Quad and Indo-
pacific, benefits the members offer and set precedent for the EU etc. Substantiate with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward for Quad in indo-pacific as well at the global stage. 
Introduction: 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) of four countries, Japan, the US, Australia and India, was 

formed in 2007 with the initiative coming from Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. It is touted as an alliance to 

contain China’s expansionist policies and aggression in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Body 

The aim of the Quad is to support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region that China seeks 

to threaten. 

Chinese expansionist policy 

• India-China fault lines: At the Galwan Valley in Ladakh, China has violated the status quo 

intruding into territory that is clearly on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control, or LAC. 

• Taiwan-China conflict: Island encirclement against Taiwan and forceful takeover are 

becoming more of a reality considering Chinese navy and air force activities in the region. 

• Hong-Kong unrest: The ‘one country two systems’ in Hong Kong is dead and with it, the 

pretence that the same could be applied for the peaceful unification of Taiwan. 

o Eg: Extension of national security law to Hong-Kong and recent warning to Taiwan 

on possibility of war if it shores up defence weapons. 

• South China Sea: China claims 90% of south China sea as its sovereign territory, continuously 

terrorising Vietnam, Philippines wrt Paracel and Spratly islands. 

• Belt and Road initiative: T 

• String of Pearls: China has security and economic compulsions to develop its bases in India 

Ocean Region (IOR) to secure its communication lines. Its eagerness to establish China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is to develop strategic 

communication alternatives 
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• Salami Slicing: Continuously nibbling at neighbours’ land, at times even claiming an entire 

area on some dubious historicity, it successively builds up its military control over areas vital 

to its overall strategic designs. The annexation of Aksai Chin in the 1950s and repeated 

Chinese incursions into Indian territory are the executions of the same strategy. 

Role of QUAD in containing China 

The recent meeting of the Quad in Tokyo clearly spelt out their intention to put a stop to the 

expansionist tendencies of China. 

• Indian ocean and China’s trade: Beijing has emerged as the most important trading partner 

of the Indian Ocean region, accounting for 16.1% of its total goods trade in 2017, up from 

4.8% in 2000. 

▪ In November 2020, the Quad conducted Malabar Naval drills in the Indian Ocean. In 

response, China affirmed that the activities of the Quad do not affect it; however, it 

is actually keeping a close eye on it for its trade security. 

• Countering BRI: The BRI promises economic security but not human security by providing 

funds to developing countries with a debt trap.  

▪ Herein, the Quad can play a vital role as it is a group of democratic countries.  

▪ It should provide a choice to the nations as to where they want to borrow the 

money for development purposes from and also be a part of the supply chain. 

• Conducting patrols: Quad members can frequently venture into South China sea to ensure 

international free and open navigation is upheld. 

• Military exercise: A number of joint naval and air exercises have been undertaken by 

regional countries not only amongst themselves, but also with other powers specially the US 

and the UK.  

▪ The aim is to practise inter-operability of fighting equipment and manpower against 

a common enemy along with joint tactics and cooperation to meet a common 

military goal. 

▪ The aim is to send a firm message to China, that its days of expansionism are coming 

to an end. 

• The prime context behind Quad 2.0 is Beijing’s Maritime Silk Road (MSR), which is an 

integral part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) under Xi Jinping. 

Conclusion 

A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is called for. It is also time to seek an enlargement 

of this grouping into a partnership of the like-minded. Other nations feeling the brunt of Chinese 

brawn may be willing to join an “Indo-Pacific concord” to maintain peace and tranquillity and to 

ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. 

“India’s vision of Indo-Pacific envisages free, open, inclusive, rules-based region.” 

Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: Economic Times 
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Introduction: 

Indo-Pacific region is a multi-polar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and 

population. Countries falling in the direct hinterland of the vast Indian and Pacific oceanic expanse 

are termed ‘Indo-Pacific countries’.  The attributes of the Indo-Pacific are also highly appealing. The 

region comprises at least 38 countries that share 44 percent of world surface area and 65 per cent 

of world population, and account for 62 per cent of world–GDP and 46 per cent of the world’s 

merchandise trade 

Body: 

India’s concept of inclusive Indo-Pacific region: 

• Indian PM in Shangri-La dialogue had clearly indicated the geographical reach of India’s idea 

of the Indo-Pacific starting from Africa to the Americas, which covers both the Indian and 

Pacific Oceans, in tandem with that of Japan. 

• He had also emphasized on a few major aspects which reflect India’s policy perspective on 

Indo-Pacific, which included "inclusiveness”, "openness”, "ASEAN centrality” and that the 

concept was not directed against any country. 

• India has gone to great length to highlight China as an inclusive construct for the whole 

region. 

• The focus of the Indo Pacific initiative is on connectivity, enhancing maritime security, 

counterterrorism, non-proliferation and cyber issues. 

• A shared commitment to maintain and strengthen a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific in 

which all nations are sovereign, strong and prosperous.  

• And shared support for a free, open and inclusive region that fosters universal respect for 

international law, freedom of navigation and overflight and sustainable development. 

India’s concept of Indo-Pacific is across oceans: 

• Indo-Pacific Maritime Cooperation: The major focus of the Indo-Pacific is based on oceans, which 

is the common thread that connects all. Countries including India, Indonesia, Singapore, and Sri 

Lanka, primarily maritime nations occupy the most important strategic positions in the Indian 

Ocean. 

• The government has introduced the concept of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the 

Region) and believes in an Indo-Pacific that is free, open and inclusive, and one that is founded 

upon a cooperative and collaborative rules-based order. 

• In continuation of the process of engaging the global strategic community in an annual review of 

India’s opportunities and challenges in the Indo-Pacific region, the second edition of Indo-Pacific 

Regional Dialogue (IPRD) - 2019 was held in New Delhi in March. 

• The first Malabar naval exercise was a joint Indo-US Naval exercise which started in 1992. 

However, there was a gap from 1998-2002 when the exercise was suspended due to India’s 

nuclear weapons tests. Since 2002, every year there has been the naval drill and Japan became a 

permanent participant in 2015. 
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Way Forward for India: 

▪ Economically and strategically, the global centre of gravity is shifting to the Indo-Pacific. If the 

region’s stakeholders don’t act now to fortify an open, rules-based order, the security situation 

will continue to deteriorate—with consequences that are likely to reverberate worldwide. 

▪ With joint military exercises, India will develop interoperability and standard operating 

procedures, which will help in any joint military operation or even possibly a military alliance in 

the future. 

▪ The Quad Security cooperation among Japan, India, the US and Australia is increasingly 

plausible. The time has come to proactively further this cooperation to ensure prosperity and 

stability in the whole of Indo-Pacific. 

▪ Groups like ASEAN and APEC will have to collectively approach China. Standing up to it and 

physically stopping illegal Chinese construction will gain international attention and the 

sympathy and backing of major powers. 

Conclusion: 

India is already assuming her responsibilities in securing the Indo-Pacific region. A strong India-US 

partnership can anchor peace, prosperity and stability from Asia to Africa and from the Indian Ocean 

to the Pacific. It can also help ensure security of the sea-links of commerce and freedom of 

navigation on seas. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

From a restricted standpoint, if India were to balance the positive with the negative, 

and compare the incoming Biden Administration with the previous Trump 

Administration, the balance sheet could be marginally negative. Critically analyze the 

possible impacts of the new administration on India. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Dispelling very real concerns that existed about disruption of the Inauguration ceremony, Joseph R. 
Biden Jr was sworn in as the 46th President of the United States on January 20. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the possible changes in the Indo-U.S relations under the Biden Administration. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving the context regarding the regime change in U.S especially after such a 
tumultuous inaguration. 
Body: 
In detail, discuss one by one, the various contours of India’s strategic security and how the new 
regime will impact. You need write about what might change and what might continue the same. 
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Start by, mentioning of role in iconic U.S.-India civil nuclear agreement and the India-U.S. strategic 
partnership. 
Next in detail analyze -Indo-US bilateral relations – immigration, Diaspora, security etc. Then explore, 
U.S-China, U.S-EU, QUAD, U.S-Pakistan, Middle East especially Iran deal, U.S-Russia and analyze all 
these vis-a-vis Indian strategic security perspective. 
Conclusion: 
Stress on how India should prepare itself to handle the changes that might forth come diplomatically. 
Introduction: 

With U.S. Democratic candidate and former Vice-President Joe Biden assuming charge after 

the recent inauguration, the attention in India turns to what kind of foreign policy changes he will 

bring to India-U.S. relations. 

Body 

Background: 

• Mr. Biden as Vice-President was well known, as having played a critical role as Chairman of 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in pushing through the iconic U.S.-India civil 

nuclear agreement. 

• He was also as a firm proponent of the India-U.S. strategic partnership.  

• Hence, under a Biden Administration, defence and security cooperation between India and 

the U.S. are likely to be further stepped up.  

• Regional security cooperation is also likely to be further enhanced, at least till such time as 

U.S.-China relations improve. 

Areas of cooperation between USA-India: 

• Defence partnership: USA’s Defence secretary said that it will operationalise India's 'Major 

Defence Partner' status and continue to build upon existing strong defence cooperation to 

ensure the US and Indian militaries can collaborate to address shared interests. 

• Middle east geopolitics: Biden’s revival of nuclear deal JCPOA will provide respite for India in 

terms of energy security.  

▪ India’s interests are primarily the opening of Iran’s energy supplies, the rights on 

development and usage of Chahbahar, stability of the Gulf nations where the large 

Indian diaspora resides and a general absence of violence. 

▪ However, this may undo the Arab peace (Abraham Records) with Israel, which may 

cause new turbulence. 

• Quad and Indo pacific: The Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy, launched under the Trump 

administration and developed in part as a way of recognising India’s growing role in the 

region, seems likely to persist in some capacity under Biden. 

• With USA joining Paris deal, there will be benefit accrual in the form of technology transfer 

and investment into India. 

• Terrorism: Biden administration noted in its campaign that there can be no tolerance for 

terrorism in South Asia – cross-border or otherwise. It was a veiled reference to Pakistan. 

• Immigration: The issue of mobility for Indian workers may finally get some traction in the 

Biden administration. 

Areas of Friction: 
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• Where there is likely to be some friction with the Indian government is, especially given 

India’s pending review by the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, is where 

the Democratic Party leadership have been particularly vocal: Jammu-Kashmir, the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, communal and caste-based violence, actions against non-

governmental organisations and media freedoms. 

• These are areas Mr. Trump ignored for most part, but are areas where Mr. Biden has 

criticised the policies. 

• US-Russia and India relations: The S-400 deal remains contentious in US eyes with no 

certainty about application of CAATSA. If the world starts to inch towards a likely Cold War 

between the US and China, India’s relationship with Russia is going to prove challenging. 

• The U.S. could also be less forthcoming in its open support to India and in its ongoing 

confrontation with China in Eastern Ladakh. 

Critical Analysis: 

• Though areas of friction seem more significant, over the last 20 years, every US President — 

Bill Clinton, George W Bush, Barack Obama and Donald Trump — had differences on many 

issues, but if there was one common theme on which all of them agreed was this: a 

stronger relationship with India.  

• What that means is that there has been a tradition of bipartisan support in favour of better 

ties with India, and every US President has made it better than what he inherited from his 

predecessor over the last two decades.  

• So, there is no reason to believe that Biden will not continue the tradition, but he will have 

his own style and nuances, and will put his personal stamp on the relationship. 

Conclusion: 

Above all, Mr. Biden’s foreign policy will be watched for just how much he reverses Mr. Trump’s pull-

out from the multilateral world order, including the World Health Organisation, UNESCO, Human 

Rights Council, agreements such as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Iran nuclear deal 

and the Paris Climate Accord. All of these will have a bearing on India USA relationship in major way. 

The development of vaccines is a classic story of global cooperation between the 

North and the South. Unfortunately, the increasing nationalist tendencies of the 

democratic World during the pandemic have challenged the positive narrative on 

global cooperation. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Ironically the leading and advanced countries have been mindlessly selfish in amassing 

approved vaccines, while it is the Global South countries, India and China, which have provided a ray 

of hope to most countries. 

Body 

Battle for Vaccines: Background: 
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• Amassing Vaccines: Duke University data shows that the advance purchase contracts made 

by the European Union, can vaccinate their population two times, the United States and the 

United Kingdom, four times, and Canada, six times.  

• Nearly 82% of Pfizer’s production in 2021 and 78% of Moderna’s have already been advance 

purchased by rich countries.  

• The arguments of public good and global cooperation have gone out of the window now. 

Need for global cooperation in vaccine development: 

• Even before COVID-19, projections have shown that 6% of the global population would be 

in extreme poverty, which has gone up by 71 million, thereby causing enormous challenges 

to SDG 1 (“End poverty in all its forms everywhere”). 

• Over the next few days, New Delhi plans to gift 5 lakh doses of coronavirus vaccines to 

CARICOM countries (Caribbean Community), and another 2 lakh doses each to Nicaragua 

and the Pacific Island states. 

• These nations do not have the capacity to manufacture the vaccines, while their population 

remains vulnerable. Without access to vaccines, these nations will have to face burden to 

high inequity and mortality. 

• The COVAX project is a global risk-sharing mechanism for pooled procurement and fair 

distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, an ambitious programme based on funding from high and 

middle-income countries. 

• As part of the GAVI-COVAX alliance, India would further supply 1 crore (10 million) doses to 

Africa and 10 lakh (1 million) to UN health workers. COVAX is a unique case of global 

cooperation and a strategic shift to enhance global development outcomes. 

India’s Vaccine Diplomacy: 

• India has taken a position that a significant percentage of the approved doses will be 

permitted for exports.  

• India's vaccine diplomacy has reached 17 nations, including neighbouring countries as well 

as those in West Asia, Africa and Latin America.  

• The latest figures indicate that India has supplied 56 lakh doses of Covid-19 vaccines as part 

of an international grant while another 1 crore doses have been shipped or flown out of the 

country commercially. 

• While its exports to neighbouring counties will be under grant mode, initial shipment of 

vaccines to least developed countries will be free of cost. 

• On the contrary, China’s Sinovac has received lukewarm response due to new info unveiled 

on its efficacy from Brazil and Pakistan. 

• The ability to produce large volumes of vaccine at an affordable cost underlines India’s 

importance to developing countries when it comes to drug access. 

Conclusion: 

The SDG 3 (“Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages) reversal due to pandemic 

could affect the health of the world population, and global growth itself. India’s approach only 

reinforces the need of having coordinated global efforts in bringing COVID-19 under control. It also 

shows that, more commitment is needed from the developed world, going beyond nationalist values 

to attain the sustainable development goals.  
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While major powers such as the US have threatened sanctions on the military’s many 

business conglomerates but it will need a collective approach from all the major 

powers to bring Myanmar back to the path of democracy. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

The country’s future appears uncertain because of the military takeover and arrest of Aung 

San Suu Kyi, the de facto head of Myanmar’s elected government and leader of the National League 

of Democracy (NLD). 

Body 

Myanmar coup: Brief Background: 

• While the reason cited for the military takeover was the government’s failure to act on the 

army’s complaint about frauds in the November election, the actual reasons, according to 

several observers, are different. 

•  Suu Kyi’s NLD had won a total of 390 seats while the main Opposition, the military-backed 

Union Solidarity and Development Party, managed only 33 seats.  

• That led to concerns within the military about their powers being curtailed by a more 

popular political leader.  

• The top military commander, Senior General Ming Aung Hlaing, was slated to retire in July 

and there were clear indications that he did not want power to go out of his hands. 

Collective approach to restore democracy: 

• While international condemnation has been pouring in with US President Joe Biden 

threatening to reinstate sanctions on Myanmar, this could push the country back into 

China’s embrace.  

• The UNSC, responsible to maintain international peace, could not agree on a joint 

statement, as China played the obstacle. 

• China interference would be a setback for realising a free and open architecture in Southeast 

Asia, emboldening an assertive Beijing.  

• Therefore, it would be best to strike a middle ground, as Delhi has done, by calling for 

upholding the democratic process and urging the generals to release Suu Kyi at the earliest.  

• Myanmar’s future prosperity and independence lie in respecting its people’s will, not in 

becoming a Chinese vassal state. 

• ASEAN nations must put pressure on the Myanmar’s Generals to restore the civilian 

government and immediately reinstate democratically elected nation. Economic pressure 

coupled with political dialogue must be the way forward. 

Conclusion: 

Mere sanctioning the military conglomerates will push Myanmar into a tight embrace with China. 

This must be avoided and platforms such as ASEAN and UN General Assembly must ensure that 

there is a return to peaceful democracy in the country. 
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Uncertainties around the Iran nuclear agreement could lead to tectonic changes in 

the new global and regional order. Critically Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

 Introduction: 

The 2015 nuclear deal with Iran has gone into a lull. The new Biden administration also has taken a 

stern view saying that they will not come to the negotiating table unless Iran stops the breach of its 

commitments. The possible revival of the deal or otherwise will have a great impact on West Asian 

geopolitics as well as the global and regional order. 

Body: 

Iran Nuclear deal: Background 

• In 2015, Iran with the P5+1 group of world powers - the USA, UK, France, China, Russia, and 

Germany agreed on a long-term deal on its nuclear programme.  

• The deal was named as Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and in common parlance as 

Iran Nuclear Deal.  

• Under the deal, Iran agreed to curb its nuclear activity in return for the lifting of sanctions and 

access to global trade.  

• The agreement allowed Iran to accumulate small amounts of uranium for research but it banned 

the enrichment of uranium, which is used to make reactor fuel and nuclear weapons.  

• Iran was also required to redesign a heavy-water reactor being built, whose spent fuel would 

contain plutonium suitable for a bomb and to allow international inspections.  

• In May 2018, the USA abandoned the deal criticising it as flawed and reinstated and tightened its 

sanctions. 

Impact on the global and regional order: 

• West Asia Turmoil: Israel, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates will be in a face-off 

with Iran and its allies, Iraq, Syria and its Shia militia — in a prolonged war of attrition that 

does not resolve any issue, but continues to wreak death and destruction. 

• New dynamics: Alternatively, we could see a genuine regional effort to ease tensions and 

promote regional confidence, spearheaded by Qatar, working with Russia and, possibly, 

China.  

▪ Qatar’s Foreign Minister has already proposed direct engagement with Iran. 

• Russia-China-Iran axis: Not only is Russia now an influential player in the region, China, too, 

with its Belt and Road Initiative, has high stakes in regional stability.  

▪ The Sino-Iran 25 years’ agreement, which was leaked last year, envisages their 

substantial and long-term cooperation in political, security, military, economic, 

energy and logistical connectivity areas. 

• India’s role: India will find itself in a precarious situation with Iran and its Balancing act may 

no longer hold good, if Iran is pushed towards China. 
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• Iran’s defence capacity: The capabilities of Iran’s precision missiles and drones are also a 

matter of regional anxiety.  

▪ Iran has focused on the domestic development of missiles due to international 

sanctions on defence supplies. 

▪ This will threaten regional security and a new arms race in West Asia. 

• Support to militia: Despite the sanctions, Iran’s regional influence remains significant, based 

on the backing of Shia militia in such diverse locales as Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen and Syria.  

▪ The Iranian ability to mobilise militants across the region is viewed by Israel and 

some the Gulf Arab states as threatening their security, the latter being concerned 

about Iran’s influence with their Shia populations as well. 

• USA views Iran as a “malign actor” in the region. USA has referred to Iran’s “active ballistic 

missiles” programmes, the fact that it is still “re-spinning centrifuges”, and highlighted the 

need to protect the U.S.’s regional partners from Iran’s “acts of terrorism” 

Conclusion: 

All countries part of the 2015 deal should engage constructively and resolve all issues peacefully and 

through dialogue. Both the USA and Iran must act with strategic restraint as any crisis in West Asia 

will not only affect the region as a whole but will have a detrimental impact on global affairs as well. 

In the rapidly evolving global geo-political landscape, the healing and supportive 

actions by India through ‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative will have a huge impact in 

promoting peace, security, cooperation and prosperity in the region and the world. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 

India will officially start its vaccine diplomacy with the name “Vaccine Maitri” under its 

Neighbourhood First policy. Vaccine Diplomacy is the use of vaccines to increase a country’s 

diplomatic relationship with other countries. 

Body: 

Background: 

• India is the largest producer of vaccines and 60% global vaccine production comes from India. 

• It is a leader in supply of BCG, DPT and Measles vaccine. 

• It supplies 1.5 million doses of various vaccines to 150 countries. 

• WHO sources 70% of essential immunisation medications from India. 

Vaccine Maitri: 

• India will supply Made-in-India Covid-19 vaccines to its neighbouring and key partner countries 

Under its Neighbourhood First policy.  
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• Bhutan, Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and Seychelles will be some of the first nations 

to get vaccines from India. 

• As part of India’s vaccine donation programme, a consignment of 50,000 (fifty thousand) doses 

of COVISHIELD vaccine is reaching Seychelles soon, making it one of the four Indian Ocean 

countries to receive the doses. 

• Myanmar is one of the first countries to receive government of India’s gift of the “Make in India” 

1.5 million doses of COVIDSHIELD vaccines, manufactured by the Serum Institute of India (SII). 

• Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and Mauritius will also get doses once they give necessary regulatory 

approvals.  

• Mauritius, one among the Indian Ocean countries is set to receive a consignment of 100,000 (1 

lakh) doses of COVISHIELD vaccine, as Indian grant. The country is also an important part of 

India’s vision of SAGAR. 

• Pakistan has not been named as a neighbouring country which will get the vaccine.   

• Vaccine will be Supplied to the partner countries in a phased manner, keeping in mind the 

demand. 

Vaccine Diplomacy: 

• India has taken a position that a significant percentage of the approved doses will be permitted 

for exports.  

• India's vaccine diplomacy has reached 17 nations, including neighbouring countries as well as 

those in West Asia, Africa and Latin America.  

• The latest figures indicate that India has supplied 56 lakh doses of Covid-19 vaccines as part of 

an international grant while another 1 crore doses have been shipped or flown out of the 

country commercially. 

• While its exports to neighbouring counties will be under grant mode, initial shipment of vaccines 

to least developed countries will be free of cost. 

• On the contrary, China’s Sinovac has received lukewarm response due to new info unveiled on 

its efficacy from Brazil and Pakistan. 

• The ability to produce large volumes of vaccine at an affordable cost underlines India’s 

importance to developing countries when it comes to drug access. 

Conclusion: 

India’s approach only reinforces the need of having coordinated global efforts in bringing COVID-19 

under control. It also shows that, more commitment is needed from the developed world, going 

beyond nationalist values to attain the SDG 3 (“Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at 

all ages). 
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Australia’s News Media and Digital Platforms Mandatory Bargaining Code have 

opened up debates on the regulation of digital media and its effects on free speech; in 

this context discuss need for regulation of digital media in our country. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Introduction: 

Australia has passed a new law that will require digital platforms like Facebook and Google to pay 

local media outlets and publishers to link their content in news feeds or search results. Facebook 

announced Monday it will restore news pages in Australia, reversing an earlier decision to block 

access to news content in Australia in retaliation against the then proposed bill. This brings a focus 

on Digital media regulation in India as well. 

Body 

Need for Regulation: 

• The issue of content regulation has always been important in India because of the diverse nature 

of Indian society in terms of religion, economic status, caste and language. Therefore, the effect 

that digital media has on society forms the basis of its regulation by the state. 

• The speed and reach of digital media especially social media have meant that subversive 

rumours and fake news get aired with impunity.  

▪ This has resulted in serious law and order problems.  

• In India, this phenomenon has assumed dangerous proportions. Fake news and hate speech 

have led to lynchings and communal flare-ups in many parts of the country. This menace needs 

to be curbed. 

▪ Eg: Delhi Riots, DG Halli riots in Bangalore. 

• The Supreme Court had expressed the need to regulate social media to curb fake news, 

defamation and trolling. It had also asked the Union government to come up with guidelines to 

prevent misuse of social media while protecting users’ privacy. 

• Threat of foreign influence and interference in India’s domestic affairs is more real than ever, 

particularly from India’s hostile neighbours like China and Pakistan.  

• The guidelines could help the government in tightening the noose on Chinese and other foreign 

companies who are making investments in digital media in the country. 

Digital media regulation in India: 

• On November 11, the government issued an order bringing online news portals and Over the 

Top (OTT) content under the regulatory purview of the Information and Broadcasting (I&B) 

Ministry. 

• For the first time, the government, under the ambit of the Information Technology (Intermediary 

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021, has brought in detailed guidelines for 

digital content on both digital media and Over the Top (OTT) platforms, while giving overriding 

powers to the government to step in. 
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• Publishers of news on digital media would be required to observe the ‘Norms of Journalistic 

Conduct’ of the Press Council of India and the ‘Programme Code’ under the Cable Television 

Networks Regulation Act. 

• There is a three-tier mechanism that has been envisaged where in government has overriding 

and also emergency powers. 

Conclusion: 

Many governments are also revising their legal frameworks to ensure that cultural values and 

creative economies remain protected and can thrive in today’s online environment. Having talked 

about controlling online content it is expected that an excess of restriction/guideline could influence 

the innovative freedom of the content essayists/makers. A balance must be struck between 

regulation and freedom of content ensuring responsible digital media. 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 124 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 125 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

