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INSIGHTS into EDITORIAL 

 
GENERAL STUDIES I 

 
1.A new framework around caste and the census 

 

             

 

Introduction: Importance of Census: 

Enumerating, describing and understanding the population of a society and what people have access 

to, and what they are excluded from, is important not only for social scientists but also for policy 

practitioners and the government.  

In this regard, the Census of India, one of the largest exercises of its kind, enumerates and collects 

demographic and socio-economic information on the Indian population.  

However, no data exists in a vacuum. It has its own history, context and purpose. 

 

About the Census and SECC: 

1. A population Census is the process of collecting, compiling, analysing and disseminating 

demographic, social, cultural and economic data relating to all persons in the country, at a 

particular time in ten years interval. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. India is recognised for its 'Unity in diversity' and the Census gives the citizens a chance to study 

this diversity and associated facets of their nation through its society, demography, economics, 

anthropology, sociology, statistics, etc. 

3. The synchronous decennial Census going back to the colonial exercise of 1881 has evolved over 

time and has been used by the government, policy makers, academics, and others to capture the 

Indian population, its access to resources, and to map social change.  

4. However, as early as the 1940s, W.W.M. Yeatts, Census Commissioner for India for the 1941 

Census, had pointed out that, “the census is a large, immensely powerful, but blunt instrument 

unsuited for specialised enquiry”. 

5. This point has also surfaced in later critiques offered by scholars who consider the Census as 

both a data collection effort and a technique of governance, but not quite useful enough for a 

detailed and comprehensive understanding of a complex society.  

6. As historian and anthropologist Bernard Cohn had demonstrated, the Census may in fact 

produce an imagination of society, which suggests the epistemological complexities involved. 

SECC was conducted for the first time since 1931. SECC is meant to canvass every Indian family, both in 

rural and urban India, and ask about their: 

Economic status, so as to allow Central and State authorities to come up with a range of indicators of 

deprivation, permutations, and combinations of which could be used by each authority to define a poor 

or deprived person. 

It is also meant to ask every person their specific caste name to allow the government to re-evaluate 

which caste groups were economically worst off and which were better off. 

While the usefulness of the Census cannot be disregarded, for instance with regard to the delimitation 

exercise, there is a lack of depth where some issues are concerned.  

The SECC, which collected the first figures on caste in Census operations since 1931, is the largest 

exercise of the enumeration of caste. It has the potential to allow for a mapping of inequalities at a 

broader level. 

 

The main concerns in Census and SECC: potential for misuse of data: 

1. The Census and the SECC have different purposes. Since the Census falls under the Census Act 

of 1948, all data are considered confidential, whereas according to the SECC website, “all the 

personal information given in the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is open for use by 

Government departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households”.  

2. The Census thus provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify 

beneficiaries of state support.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. This difference is significant since it influences not only the methods of collection but also the 

use and potential for misuse of data. 

 

4. It would be disingenuous to ignore the emotive element of caste and the political and social 

repercussions of a caste census.  

5. There have been concerns that counting caste may help solidify or harden identities, or that 

caste may be context-specific, and thus difficult to measure. These discussions along with 

various counterarguments are not new.  

 

Issues that Census face: Time lag and planning: 

1. Apart from themes specific to enumerating caste, there are other issues that the Census and the 

SECC in particular face.  

2. The first relates to the time lag between each Census, and the second to the delay in the 

release of data.  

3. The first of these is inherent in the way the Census exercises are planned.  

4. The second, however, also has important repercussions to understanding social change since 

data may remain un-released or released only in parts.  

5. Nearly a decade after the SECC for instance, a sizeable amount of data remains unreleased. 

6. While the Census authorities present documents on methodology as part of a policy of 

transparency, there needs to be a closer and continuous engagement between functionaries of 

the Census and SECC, along with academics and other stakeholders concerned, since the Census 

and the SECC are projects of governance as well as of academic interest.  

7. Before another SECC is conducted, a stocktaking of the previous exercise, of what has been 

learnt from it, and what changes are necessary, beyond changing exclusionary criteria for 

beneficiaries of state support, are crucial to enable the Census to facilitate effective policy work 

and academic reflection.  

8. Concerns about methodology, relevance, rigour, dissemination, transparency and privacy need 

to be taken seriously if this exercise is to do what it was set up to do. 

 

Is SECC a better tool to estimate poverty than the BPL method? 

Presently poverty in India is determined using the BPL method which is based on the income required 

to purchase food items (determined using calorie norms) and non-food items (clothing, education etc). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 SECC is more targeted and precise than the BPL method. While the BPL method identifies the 

number of poor people, SECC identifies who actually are poor.  

 This will help in improving the efficiency of the government schemes and programmes, leads to 

better identification and targeting of beneficiaries and avoid duplication and fraud. 

 BPL method uses income as the sole criteria to define poverty but income alone can miss a lot. 

Poverty is multidimensional and SECC takes this aspect into account while determining poverty.  

 A multidimensional approach is very necessary for the success of poverty alleviation 

programmes. 

o For example, an area in which most people are deprived of education is going to require a 

different poverty reduction strategy when compared to an area where most people are 

deprived of housing facilities. 

 The deprivations faced by the poor in various fields such as education, health, sanitation etc are 

not accounted in BPL method but are accounted in SECC. So SECC will help in not only poverty 

eradication but also eradication of various deprivations. 

 The gender-related issues of poverty are taken into consideration in the SECC which was missing 

in the BPL method. 

 

A road map: 

1. What is needed then is a discussion on the caste data that already exists, how it has been used 

and understood by the government and its various departments to grant or withdraw benefits, 

and also its utility for the important academic exercise of mapping social inequalities and social 

change.  

2. Linking and syncing aggregated Census data to other large datasets such as the National Sample 

Surveys or the National Family Health Surveys that cover issues that the Census exercises do 

not, such as maternal health, would be significant for a more comprehensive analysis, enabling 

the utilisation of the large body of data that already exists.  

3. This linking of the Census with the National Sample Survey data has been suggested in the past 

by scholars such as Mamta Murthi and colleagues.  

4. Statisticians such as Atanu Biswas point out that Census operations across the world are going 

through significant changes, employing methods that are precise, faster and cost effective, 

involving coordination between different data sources.  

5. Care must however be taken to ensure that digital alternatives and linking of data sources 

involving Census operations are inclusive and non-discriminatory, especially given the sensitive 

nature of the data being collected. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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A multidimensional approach that incorporates a range of indicators to capture the complexity of 

poverty is the need of the hour and the SECC seems to be a good tool in the hands of the government 

in this regard. 

 

Conclusion: 

Census in India is the largest single source of a variety of statistical information on different 

characteristics of the people of India. It is a sacred democratic exercise.  

The government should take necessary steps to avoid the misusing of SECC and also to strengthen the 

SECC in order to develop it into a powerful tool to fight the curse of poverty that has ravaged many 

Indians for centuries. 

While the Census authorities present documents on methodology as part of a policy of transparency, 

there needs to be a closer and continuous engagement between functionaries of the Census and 

SECC, along with academics and other stakeholders concerned, since the Census and the SECC are 

projects of governance as well as of academic interest. 

To follow an integrated approach should be the aim of all involved stakeholders in order to conduct 

this exercise in a hassle-free manner. 

 

2.Removing the creases in housework valuation 

                       

 

Introduction: 

The wife owes service and labour to her husband as much and as absolutely as the slave does to his 

master.  

The forthcoming State Assembly election in Tamil Nadu, one of the contesting party has made an eye-

catching election promise that is evidently targeted at a large constituency of voters women who are 

full-time homemakers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The party has promised to recognise housework as a salaried profession by paying homemakers 

‘hitherto unrecognized and unmonetized’ for their work at home. 

A report published by the International Labour Organization in 2018 shows that, globally, women 

perform 76.2% of total hours of unpaid care work, more than three times as much as men. In Asia and 

the Pacific, this figure rises to 80%. 

A recent political entrant in the electoral fray, the contesting party’s promise to directly pay women a 

monthly amount may be viewed as a strategy to grab attention in an over-crowded, highly competitive 

electoral landscape. 

We go a step ahead and glorify our women as goddesses but deny them equal rights, and under the 

latest Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh Ordinances, even the right to choose their spouses.  

 

The dignity of domestic labour: 

1. Housework is still unpaid, but the influx of women into the workforce, in large part enabled by 

the invention of domestic appliances, has partially freed women from economic dependence on 

their husbands.  

2. And it has been a boon for a particular category of person: the intelligent and ambitious woman 

who longed to be free of domestic servitude, and was newly able to hire professionals to step 

into her fluffy slippers while she went out to work. 

3. After all, the work still needs to be done by someone. Despite vacuum cleaners and washing 

machines, the average household still requires many hours of cooking and cleaning per week to 

keep the show on the road, even aside from the far more time-consuming task of childcare.  

4. The work required to keep house may have plummeted within the last hundred years, but it is 

still substantial.  

5. Now, as ever, the people doing that work are disproportionately female, and they are as 

essential to society as they ever were.  

6. With no one to do all this domestic work, we would very soon become a smelly, sick and hungry 

nation. 

7. And housework has more emotional significance than a cold economic analysis would suggest.  

 

The burden on women: 

1. As in the 2011 Census, while 159.85 million women stated household work as their main 

occupation, a mere 5.79 men referred to it as their main occupation.  

2. Justice N.V. Ramana in his crisp and authoritative concurring judgment of January 5, 2021 in Kirti 

and Another v. Oriental Insurance Company has referred to the Time Use in India-2019 Report 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 9 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

of the National Statistical Office, Government of India (published in September 2020) which says 

that on an average, while Indian women spend 299 minutes a day on unpaid domestic services 

for household members, men spend just 97 minutes.  

3. Women also spend 134 minutes in a day on unpaid caregiving services for household members.  

4. A French government’s Commission on the Measurement of Economic Performance and Social 

Progress in 2009 that studied the situation in Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, France, 

Finland and the U.S. drew similar conclusions.  

5. A report entitled ‘Women’s Economic Contribution through their Unpaid Work: A Case Study of 

India’ (2009) had estimated the economic value of services by women to be to the tune of a 

whopping $612.8 billion annually. 

6. Justice Ramana not only listed the various activities women undertake but also referred to 

British economist Arthur Cecil Pigou who had lamented that the household work by wives is not 

taken into consideration in calculating national income. 

 

Other judicial observations: 

In Arun Kumar Agrawal v. National Insurance Company (2010), the Supreme Court not only 

acknowledged the contribution of the housewives as invaluable but also observed that it cannot be 

computed in terms of money.  

Her gratuitous services rendered with true love and affection cannot be equated with services 

rendered by others. Similar observations were recently made in Rajendra Singh (2020).  

But then these cases dealt with a limited question of compensation under the Motor Vehicles Act to 

calculate the compensation for the death of homemakers, and not the recognition of a wife’s right in 

her husband’s income during the subsistence of marriage.  

Justice A.K. Ganguly in Arun Kumar Agrawal (2010) referred to Census 2001 that is carried out under an 

Act of Parliament and had categorised those who perform household duties i.e. about 36 crore 

women in India as non-workers and clubbed them together with beggars, prostitutes and prisoners 

(who are not engaged in economically unproductive work). 

 

What the gender disparity in work participation figures? 

1. ILO defines unpaid work as non-remunerated work carried out to sustain the well-being and 

maintenance of other individuals in a household or the community, and it includes both direct 

and indirect care.  

2. Women in India spend more than nine times the time spent by men on unpaid care work.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. In actual terms, this is what the gender disparity looks like – 297 minutes of women’s time a day 

compared with 31 minutes of men’s time a day.  

4. The gap is wider in urban India according to Oxfam’s “Time is Up” report of 2020 based on 

surveys conducted on 1,047 individuals.  

5. According to the time use data from the most recent round of the National Sample Survey 

Organisation (NSSO) 2020, women spend 238 minutes (four hours) more on unpaid work each 

day than men in India.  

6. Drawing from this data, economists Jayati Ghosh and CP Chandrashekhar point to the wide 

diversity between work participation figures of men (nearly 70 per cent) and women (just over 

20 per cent) in the 15-59 age group.  

7. According to them as high as 94 per cent of women in the age group surveyed were forced to 

engage in unpaid labour, while the number was just 20 per cent for men. 

Countless arguments are made against wages for housework. That it would ghettoise women and 

further confine them to the home.  

Well, the converse is also possible. She may gain a new confidence and train herself to become 

financially independent.  

Needless to say, women constitute almost half the population and their needs and issues have to be 

addressed.  

A homemaker doesn’t need any favours. She is already contributing to the economy. A salary for her 

work at home would be a tool towards her empowerment, give her a life of dignity.  

As International Labour Day is being celebrated, we need to make sure that her labour and the love 

that she put into it, is not being ignored. 

 

Conclusion: 

The United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, in 1991, had 

recommended measurement and quantification of unremunerated domestic activities of women and 

their recognition in GDP so that the de facto economic contribution of women is highlighted.  

Keeping in mind the basic principle of providing visibility for unpaid work, and challenging patriarchy, 

policymakers can follow the ideals of visionaries like Kanshiram and Periyar who wanted women to 

free themselves from domestic chores so that they contribute in social and political responsibilities in 

the public domain.  

Gender-neutral solutions such as institutionalising women’s right to property and co-ownership of 

any assets purchased by a couple could also go a long way in recognising the value of unpaid work and 

gender-equal family structures.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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And last, but not the least, laws such as this must go hand in hand with universal basics such as labour 

rights, assured fair living wages for all work, including for domestic work, grievance redressal systems in 

place, protection from violations of human rights. 

 

3.A nod to recognizing the value of housework 

 

 

Context: 

In the context of the forthcoming State Assembly election in Tamil Nadu, one of the contesting party 

has made an eye-catching election promise that is evidently targeted at a large constituency of voters 

women who are full-time homemakers.  

The party has promised to recognise housework as a salaried profession by paying homemakers 

‘hitherto unrecognized and unmonetized’ for their work at home. 

A recent political entrant in the electoral fray, the contesting party’s promise to directly pay women a 

monthly amount may be viewed as a strategy to grab attention in an over-crowded, highly competitive 

electoral landscape.  

Nonetheless, the promise bears close examination as it flags off an important issue and one that has 

had an interesting, if chequered significance in the history of women’s movements. 

A report published by the International Labour Organization in 2018 shows that, globally, women 

perform 76.2% of total hours of unpaid care work, more than three times as much as men. In Asia 

and the Pacific, this figure rises to 80%. 

 

Origins of the demand 

1. The demand for ‘wages for housework’ arose in the context of struggle and consciousness-

raising associated with the Second Wave of the women’s movement in North America and 

Europe.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 12 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

2. Alongside other demands for social and political equality, women’s rights campaigners made 

visible and also politicised women’s everyday experience of housework and child care in the 

‘private’ realm of the household.  

3. In doing this, they challenged the assumption that a ‘natural’ affinity for housework was rooted 

in the essential nature of women who were performing a ‘labour of love’.  

4. For leading women’s rights activists of the 1960s and 1970s, it was important to bust the myth 

that women’s work at home was a personal service with no links to capitalist production.  

5. In a concrete sense, this meant linking the exploitation of the worker in the factory to women’s 

work at home. 

6. From the nine-month period of gestation in the womb, women’s daily chores of cooking, 

cleaning, washing, ironing clothes, preparing lunch boxes and so on produced the labour power 

that was daily consumed in the shop-floor or the assembly line and had to be reproduced afresh 

every day.  

7. By providing free services in the home, women made possible the survival of working-class 

households at subsistence-level wages, with obvious benefits for industry and capital. 

8. Despite the links between the ‘housewife’ and the factory worker, the unwaged status of the 

former accounted for crucial differences between them.  

9. Housework, on the other hand, had come to define the very nature of a woman. This disallowed 

women from seeing it as ‘real work’ or as a social contract.  

10. More fundamentally, the very demand for a wage was a repudiation of housework as an 

expression of women’s nature.  

 

Arguments: The value of unpaid housework: 

1. Our society has silently decided that household chores belong to the domain of women’s 

responsibilities and activities.  

2. It has also determined that this work shall carry no economic value. But why should that be the 

case?  

3. Why should the enormous household chores and farm labour done by women not be 

acknowledged in India’s socio-economic policy framework?  

4. The government is perpetrating gender bias by not measuring women’s role in making up the 

gross domestic product (GDP) of the country.  

5. India’s census clubs those doing domestic chores together with beggars and students into the 

non-working population.  

6. Census 2011 estimated the number of non-working population at 728.9 million.  
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7. The authoritative definition says these are the people who had not undertaken work of any 

nature in the reference time period.  

8. Of these, 165.6 million persons’ main work was “discharge of household responsibilities”.  

9. They are mostly women—96.5 per cent or 159.9 million. Only 3.45 million men’s main work is 

homemaking. 

10. There is a clear and present need to not only recognise this work but also redistribute it.  

11. Household duties should be shared among the members of a family. A study in Uttarakhand, 

published in 2011 in Mountain Research and Development Journal titled “Women’s Contribution 

to Household Food and Economic Security: A Study in the Garhwal Himalayas, India”, drives 

home this point.  

12. Women in the mountainous region reported they “did not do any work”. However, when their 

activities were analysed, it was noticed that while the men in the region worked for nine hours a 

day on an average, the women were toiling for 16 hours.  

 

Other side views: An unresolved issue: 

1. There was disagreement among the women ideologues of the Second Wave on what payment 

of a wage would actually mean for women.  

2. The sociologist, Ann Oakley, who studied the history of housework in her path-breaking books 

published in the 1970s, was among those who believed that ‘wages for housework’ would only 

imprison women further within the household, increase their social isolation and dissuade men 

from sharing housework. 

3. Others too argued that the goal of the women’s movement must be, to not ask for wages, but to 

free women from the daily drudgery of routine domestic chores and enable them to participate 

fully in all spheres of social life, including paid employment outside the household.  

4. The debate around monetary remuneration for housework remained unresolved within the 

women’s movement, even as the tools to measure the value that women’s unpaid work adds to 

national economies have grown more sophisticated. 

5. However, the underlying issue, which is the disproportionate share of women’s responsibility for 

the work that sustains human life and reproduces labour power, remains as pressing as ever.  

 

Struggle for legislation: 

In this context, it is worth mentioning that an important campaign on the question of household labour 

has been taking place in India.  
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This is the ongoing struggle for national legislation for domestic workers. These are predominantly 

women who perform ‘women’s work’ but in other people’s homes.  

They are, therefore, uniquely positioned to make this work visible and demand that its conditions be 

regulated, minimum wages guaranteed, and the workers’ status and rights protected. 

However, the demand that the state recognise housework is significant and its radical core must not be 

missed, as the historical experience of the women’s movement shows us.  

 

Conclusion: 

The question of how to measure and account for the value of housework has been seriously addressed 

by women domestic workers and their trade unions in Tamil Nadu and elsewhere.  

Their demands include an hourly minimum wage, a weekly day-off, an annual bonus and the protection 

of their bodily autonomy in the workspace. 

This is an agenda that all parties, and not just the MNM, could incorporate in their election manifestos, 

should they take seriously the mandate of ‘recognizing and monetizing’ housework.  

If domestic workers emerge as a strong force that succeeds in asserting the dignity of housework and 

making it a visible and valued form of labour, this can only be a good thing for all women performing 

housework in the long run. 
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                                                                     GENERAL STUDIES II 
 

1.Many vulnerabilities: On using blockchains in electronic voting 

 

             

 

Introduction: 

Democratic voting is a crucial and serious event in any country. The most common way in which a 

country votes is through a paper based system, but is it not time to bring voting into the 21st century of 

modern technology?  

Digital voting is the use of electronic devices, such as voting machines or an internet browser, to cast 

votes. These are sometimes referred to as e-voting when voting using a machine in a polling station, 

and i-voting when using a web browser 

 

Context: EC looking at introducing remote voting: 

Recently, addressing a webinar organised by Tamil Nadu e-Governance Agency and the EC, Election 

Commission of India said that despite all efforts, voter participation had remained only around 67% in 

general elections. 

A key factor contributing to this was the inability of the people, who had migrated from their native 

constituencies for various reasons, to vote.  

Unless structural changes in the election processes were made, it would be difficult to increase 

participation. 
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To make the EVM more robust: 

1. The much discussed and debated Electronic Voting Machine in India has survived intense 

scrutiny over its use largely because of one strong reason the fact that this standalone single-

chip device is not connected to any network.  

2. This is besides several technological and administrative safeguards to ensure that the machine 

is not tampered with.  

3. With the addition of the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) to the EVM, “audit-ability” 

was added to the process even as the machine has suffered glitches, which the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) has managed to tackle reasonably well.  

4. The ECI should definitely seek solutions to make the EVM more robust even as it must reject calls 

for a return to paper balloting which experienced malpractices such as ballot stuffing and booth 

capturing.  

5. That being said, the announcement by Chief Election Commissioner that the ECI is commencing 

trials of a “remote voting project” is sure to bring back scrutiny.  

6. ECI officials have not elaborated or released any detailed document, but have mentioned that 

the system, being developed by IIT-Madras, uses the blockchain method for “two-way remote 

voting” at designated centres. 

 

Solution: ‘Vote from anywhere’: 

1. Director, IIT Madras, stressed on the need for the new remote voting system to not deviate 

much from the present electoral process followed.  

2. The system must have mechanisms to gain confidence of not only the voters, but booth agents 

of parties and independent candidates as voters would be allowed to vote from anywhere. 

3. Stating that a remote voting system would be a major step forward in enabling franchise for 

migrant population, he pointed out how students of his institution often expressed 

dissatisfaction over their inability to vote as they were away from home. 

4. While remote voting could help such people, including those outside the country, to vote from 

wherever they were, such a system must satisfy the highest standards of security and 

trustworthiness. 

5. Highlighting how technology had been adopted in the election process, he pointed out how 

electoral rolls were in physical ledgers at the sub-district level just a decade ago.  

6. Today, we have electoral rolls of 90 crore voters in a single portal and online services are 

provided for registration. 
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7. Arguing that evolving a technology might not be difficult, what was important was to ensure 

transparency and trustworthiness.  

8. It is to improve trustworthiness in the electronic voting machines (EVMs) that we had to bring 

VVPAT (Voter-verified Paper Audit Trail). The IITs and other premier institutions working on 

remote voting. 

 

Remote voting with the help of Block Chain Technology: 

1. Remote voting, as an option, has gained some priority during the COVID-19 pandemic in order 

to address social distancing.  

2. In the U.S., the mail-in ballot system, where registered voters received ballots and returned it via 

post or dropped it off at secure “drop boxes” or voting centers, was widely used, but this was 

entirely paper based.  

3. The blockchain method implements an online public bulletin board that allows for a linear 

ordering of data to which a user can only further append data.  

4. The board itself is public and available for anyone to read and verify. The technology has been 

put in use for cryptocurrencies the Bitcoin blockchain records a list of transactions that can be 

read to find out who owns which bitcoins without any centralised authority.  

5. In the case of a blockchain-based voting system, the voting authority will have to authenticate 

this bulletin board in which users sign in using cryptographic signatures to register their votes in 

a ledger.  

6. While this system, with its cryptographic features, promises data security and verifiability, the 

fact that it will depend upon a network and devices could introduce vulnerabilities that are 

present in any Internet-based system.  

 

Current Digital Voting Systems: 

A number of digital voting systems are currently in use in countries around the world.  

Estonia has had electronic voting since 2005 and in 2007 was the first country in the world to allow 

online voting. In the 2015 parliamentary election 30.5% of all votes were made though the nation’s i-

voting system. 

 

Conclusion: 

Many in the blockchain technology and remote voting world believe voting technology advancements 

can and will provide a new method of voting that is more secure, easier, and will allow for more 

people to perform their basic civic duty. 
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A draft paper by MIT and Harvard researchers, in November 2020, has raised concerns about the 

designs of a remote block-chain-based voting system and pointed to serious vulnerabilities in some 

instances where it was tried out.  

The paper also points out that beyond the vulnerabilities faced by any Internet-based system, 

blockchains also introduce issues related to complexity and their management.  

The ECI would do well to exercise caution before deploying this method in elections, besides 

subjecting it to a rigorous public appraisal. 

 

2.Whatever it takes: On govt. powers to combat vaccine hesitancy 

                          

 

Context:  

India started its massive vaccination campaign aiming to inoculate 3 crore health and other frontline 

workers to start with.  

With the highest number of coronavirus infections after the US, India plans to vaccinate around 30 

crore people with two doses in the first six to eight months of this year.  

Frontline workers will be followed by about 27 crore people older than 50 or deemed high-risk because 

of pre-existing medical conditions. 

So far, Indian drug regulators have given the go-ahead to the Oxford-AstraZeneca developed and 

Serum Institute of India manufactured Covishield and Bharat Biotech International Ltd’s Covaxin for 

domestic inoculation.  
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A second lot of vaccines including Zydus Cadila’s ZyCoV-D, Russia’s Sputnik V, Biological E’s protein 

subunit shots, and Gennova Biopharmaceutical’s mRNA jabs, are likely to be ready between March and 

August.  

Besides these, the Pune-based Serum Institute is also likely to make doses of a vaccine developed by 

US-based Novax company. 

 

Marked favouring for Vaccination: 

1. Faith in entities is often an act of personal commitment not amenable to falsification, but trust in 

a scientific process can be established with confidence-building measures and full disclosure of 

all relevant data.  

2. Any mass campaign that involves voluntary effort on the part of the public can succeed only 

when transparency and open communication channels are the tools of choice.  

3. If the poor rate of uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine in most of the States in the country is any 

indication, the government has not taken the people of the country along, in what is a purely 

voluntary exercise, but one vested with great power to retard the pace of the epidemic.  

4. For instance, Tamil Nadu, a State perceived to be largely health literate, and relatively well-

equipped with health infrastructure, achieved only over 16% of its targeted coverage on the 

launch day.  

5. On the second day of vaccination, the compliance further dropped; in some States, vaccination 

was suspended.  

6. A marked favouring of the Covishield vaccine over Covaxin was also noticed in multiple States. 

 

India announces supply of coronavirus vaccines to six countries under grant assistance: 

1. India announced that it will supply COVID-19 vaccines under grant assistance to Bhutan, 

Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and Seychelles. 

2. The Ministry of External Affairs said India will supply COVID-19 vaccines to partner countries 

over the coming weeks and months in a phased manner keeping in view the domestic 

requirements. 

3. It said India is awaiting confirmation of necessary regulatory clearances from Sri Lanka, 

Afghanistan and Mauritius for supply of the vaccines. 

4. India has received several requests for the supply of Indian-manufactured vaccines from 

neighbouring and key partner countries. 

5. India has already rolled out a massive coronavirus vaccination drive under which two vaccines, 

Covishield and Covaxin, are being administered to frontline health workers across the country. 
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6. While Oxford-AstraZeneca’s Covishield is being manufactured by the Serum Institute, and the 

Covaxin is being produced by Bharat Biotech. 

 

What are co-morbidities and why do they make COVID-19 severe and life-threatening?  

1. COVID-19 is an infectious disease and especially affects the lungs. The immune system responds 

as best as it can.  

2. Within 2-3 weeks of infection, when immunity is at its peak, the immune system may clear the 

virus from the organs, but the damages to the organs take time to repair.  

3. In the absence of co-morbidities, the body physiology can bounce back to normalcy quickly, but 

in those with co-morbidities, the ailing organs may not recover in time to avert death due to 

damage to the lungs, heart, kidney or brain.  

4. The borders between infectious pathology and metabolic/vascular pathology are blurred or 

breached. 

5. Chronic nutritional/metabolic diseases start as diabetes, hypertension, metabolic syndrome or 

obesity.  

6. They in turn lead to chronic heart, brain and kidney diseases because of damage to the lining 

cells of the blood vessels, the ‘endothelium’.  

7. For someone with an acute disease, a pre-existing chronic disease is now a co-morbidity. 

8. The immune system is highly conserved even in undernourished people; the impact of co-

morbidities on the immune system is mild.  

9. Exceptions occur: TB is more common in undernourished adults and uncontrolled diabetes; 

metabolic syndrome, however, is associated with over-nutrition.  

10. If someone with a co-morbidity gets COVID-19, the disease severity is increased out of 

proportion to any subtle or mild effect of the co-morbidity on the immune system. 

 

However, don’t doubt Indian vaccines: 

1. Several people have questioned the emergency approval given to the indigenously developed 

COVID-19 vaccine.  

2. They have demanded efficacy data and cast aspersions on the regulatory machinery. Such views 

will only increase vaccine hesitancy. 

3. It is not the case that the vaccine developed indigenously is being pushed by vested interests, 

while the international vaccines are great.  
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4. Questions have been raised about the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines too, which have reported 

more than 90% efficacy.  

5. A vaccine, unequivocally, is public good, but the lack of transparency surrounding the roll-out of 

the COVID vaccines has done little to enhance trust in this experiential principle.  

6. This uncommon haste in trying to lunge towards the tape while still some distance from the 

finish line might have been justified if the state had taken the people along.  

7. Vaccinating the nation, however, is less a race than a slow and steady process. Building 

confidence in the process is crucial to achieving the task at hand.  

8. Prime Minister Modi’s oft-repeated mantra, ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’, is very relevant here. 

And the Health Ministry must do whatever it takes to make a success of the vaccination drive. 

 

Moving Ahead: 

Given the context of the pandemic, it would be prudent for India to go by safety studies (Phase I and II) 

and assessment of virus neutralisation assays with the serum.  

It is also not appropriate to doubt the integrity of the expert committee advising the Drugs Controller 

General of India (DCGI).  

The DCGI is not just an individual to be pressured; it follows due process for making an informed 

decision regarding emergency use, or, as is called in India, approval for restricted use. 

It is understandable that limited approval has been given in clinical trial mode, where individuals 

vaccinated will be monitored regularly.  

Though no particular vaccine candidate should be favoured, candidates with proven safety studies and 

efficacy, as assessed based on the virus neutralisation potency of the sera, should be allowed to go 

ahead.  

Eventually, affordability could become an issue. Selective criticism of indigenous efforts will only 

jeopardise such efforts. India has a huge population to be vaccinated and we need to move ahead. 

 

3.In agri-credit, small farmers are still outside the fence 
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Context: 85% of farmers’ income remain stagnant over the years: 

1. Farmers on the warpath would mean that agriculture reforms have again occupied centre stage 

not just in the minds of the politicians but also policymakers.  

2. To enable small farmers to diversify their crops or improve their income they must have access 

to credit at reasonable rates of interest.  

3. This has been an agenda of the triad of the Centre, the States and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

for decades.  

4. Unfortunately, while the volume of credit has improved over the decades, its quality and 

impact on agriculture has only deteriorated.  

5. Agricultural credit has become less efficient in delivering agricultural growth. Otherwise, why 

should over 85% of farmers’ income remain stagnant over the years?  

6. Any other sector which has access to a low rate of interest credit has always boomed and 

ballooned so much so it has created a bubble of its own. 

 

Subsidised agriculture credit limit to the farmers: 

Every year, the central government announces an increase in the target of subsidised agriculture credit 

limit and banks surpass the target.  

On February 1, Budget day, the Union Finance Minister will again set a new agricultural credit target 

for 2021-22.  

In 2011-12, the target was ₹4.75-lakh crore; now, agri-credit has reached the target of ₹15-lakh crore in 

2020-21 with an allocated subsidy of ₹21,175 crore.  

The question is: where is the credit and subsidy going and are they really benefiting the farmers? 

 

Agricultural Credit and Financial Inclusion in Farming Sector: 

1. Agricultural credit becomes a strong force to enhance the production level, productivity and 

income of the farmers, which play important role to alleviate rural poverty. 

The need of agriculture credit arises because capital is one of the vital inputs for the 

development of agriculture. 

As we know that Indian economy is based on agriculture, so financial inclusion in agriculture may 

be a better way to empower the Indian farmer. 

2. Rapid growth of Agriculture will not only ensure continued food security but also aid in growth 

in industry and the GDP.  
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3. To sustain the growth in agriculture, it is imperative that required capital must be invested 

because capital is one of the vital inputs contributing to the success of all agricultural 

development programme.  

4. Therefore, financing for agriculture is an important task to fulfil the capital demand in Indian 

agriculture and credit plays the catalyst role in the process to accelerate the agriculture 

including industries, business and service sector of the economy. 

 

Most small and marginal farmers left out: 

1. In the last 10 years, agriculture credit increased by 500% but has not reached even 20% of the 

12.56 crore small and marginal farmers.  

2. Despite an increase in agri-credit, even today, 95% of tractors and other agri-implements sold in 

the country are being financed by non-banking financial companies, or NBFCs, at 18% rate of 

interest; the banks’ long-term loans rate of interest for purchasing of the same is 11%. 

3. The central bank, the RBI, has also questioned agricultural households with the lowest land 

holding (up to two hectares) getting only about 15% of the subsidised outstanding loan from 

institutional sources (bank, co-operative society).  

4. The share is 79% for households belonging to the highest size class of land possessed (above two 

hectares), beneficiaries of subsidised institutional credit at 4% to 7% rate of interest.  

5. As in the Agriculture Census, 2015-16, the total number of small and marginal farmers’ 

households in the country stood at 12.56 crore.  

6. These small and marginal holdings make up 86.1% of the total holdings.  

7. As in the Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households by the National Sample 

Survey Office (NSSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, the share of 

institutional loans rises with an increase in land possessed showing that the bulk of subsidised 

agri-credit is grabbed by big farmers and agri-business companies. 

8. A loose definition of agri-credit has led to the leakage of loans at subsidised rates to large 

companies in agri-business.  

9. Though the RBI had set a cap that out of a bank’s overall adjusted net bank credit, 18% must go 

to the agriculture sector, and within this, 8% must go to small and marginal farmers and 4.5% for 

indirect loans, bank advances routinely breach the limit. 

10. In 2017, 53% of the agriculture credit that the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) provided to Maharashtra was allocated to Mumbai city and suburbs, 

where there are no agriculturists, only agri-business.  

11. It made indirect loans to dealers and sellers of fertilizers, pesticides, seeds and agricultural 

implements undertaking work for farmers. 
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Many irregularities and inconsistencies: 

1. A review by the RBI’s internal working group in 2019 found various inconsistencies.  

2. It found that in some States, credit disbursal to the farm sector was higher than their agriculture 

gross domestic product (GDP) and the ratio of crop loans disbursed to input requirement was 

very unevenly distributed.  

a. Examples are in Kerala (326%), Andhra Pradesh (254%), Tamil Nadu (245%), Punjab 

(231%) and Telangana (210%).  

3. This shows the diversion of credit for non-agriculture purposes. One reason for this diversion is 

that subsidised credit disbursed at a 4%-7% rate of interest is being refinanced to small farmers, 

and in the open market at a rate of interest of up to 36%. 

4. Subsidised credit should be the cause for viable agriculture but, unfortunately, the agriculture 

sector’s performance has not been commensurate with the subsidised credit that it has 

received.  

5. Even new farm laws have not addressed the reform in the agriculture credit system. 

 

Way Forward: Technology as a solution: 

With mobile phone penetration among agricultural households in India being as high as 89.1%, the 

prospects of aggressive effort to improve institutional credit delivery through technology-driven 

solutions can reduce the extent of the financial exclusion of agricultural households.  

Farmers have been able to avail themselves of loans through mobile phone apps, says a media report.  

These apps use satellite imagery reports which capture the extent of land owned by farmers in States 

where land records are digitised and they grow the crop to extend the Kisan Credit Card loans 

digitally.  

Instant, otherwise, farmers have to produce the certified land record copy from the revenue 

department, which is much time consuming.  

Other steps are reforming the land leasing framework and creating a national-level agency to build 

consensus among States and the Centre concerning agriculture credit reforms to fill the gap and reach 

out to the most number of small and marginal farmers. 

The way forward is to empower small and marginal farmers by ‘giving them direct income support on 

a per hectare basis rather than hugely subsidising credit.  

Streamlining the agri-credit system to facilitate higher crop loans to farmer producer organisations, or 

the FPOs of small farmers against commodity stocks can be a win-win model to spur agriculture 

growth’. 
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4.Update debate: On WhatsApp and privacy 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

Personal data is data that relates to an identifiable living individual and includes names, email IDs, ID 

card numbers, physical and IP addresses. 

Data is the large collection of information that is stored in a computer or on a network. Data is 

collected and handled by entities called data fiduciaries. 

The processing of this data has become an important source of profits for big corporations. 

Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable because they can use it to find the most 

convincing ways to advertise online. 

The physical attributes of data where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is turned into something 

useful are called data flows.  

Data localisation arguments are premised on the idea that data flows determine who has access to the 

data, who profits off it, who taxes and who “owns” it. 

 

Context: Facing Backlash, WhatsApp Delays Controversial Privacy Update by Three Months: 

WhatsApp’s decision to delay the update of its privacy policy, following a backlash from its users, is an 

implicit acknowledgement of the increasing role played by perceptions about privacy in the continued 

well-being of a popular service.  
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Problems for the Facebook-owned app started earlier this month when it announced an update to its 

terms of service and privacy policy, according to which users would no longer be able to opt out of 

sharing data with Facebook.  

February 8 was kept as the deadline for the new terms to be accepted. This triggered a mass exodus 

from WhatsApp, the likes of which it has never encountered, not even in the aftermath of the 

Cambridge Analytica scandal, which did bring a lot of bad press to its parent, or when the messaging 

app’s co-founders called it quits a few years ago.  

The WhatsApp policy update has clearly spooked many users, who, concerned about their privacy 

getting compromised, have shifted to alternative platforms such as Signal and Telegram.  

 

What data does WhatsApp collect? 

It contains your account information such as Phone number, the name attached to the account, the 

profile photo you currently have for WhatsApp, the device you are using, the time when you have been 

online, all your contacts, all group names of which you are a part of, the device type, the IP address, 

device build number, device manufacturer, details of the web/desktop version and the platform which 

is used for WhatsApp Web, your Status.  

It also has the exact time when you set the current profile photo and the current status message. 

The list includes all contacts with whom you would have chatted on WhatsApp, and only the mobile 

phone numbers are mentioned.  

It also has your settings for the app, including the privacy settings for Last Seen, Profile Photo, About 

Privacy and Status Privacy.  

It also includes a list of the all numbers you have blocked and whether you have Read Receipts turned 

on. 

 

What is the E.U. law on data protection? 

1. The European Union General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is, arguably, the most notable 

change in the data protection regime in the last two decades.  

2. For, Europe’s stringent General Data Protection Regulation, more popularly called GDPR, 

prevents such sharing between apps.  

3. Users there are in control of their data much more than anywhere else in the world. India could 

do with such a law. All it has is a draft version of a law, and it has been so for a few years now.  

4. Privacy of a billion citizens is too important a thing to be left just to the practices of a commercial 

enterprise. It will be reassuring if it is guaranteed by a strong law. 
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5. The law, which comes into effect, has been designed to protect the personal data of E.U. 

residents. 

6. The GDPR reflects a paradigm shift in the understanding of the relationship individuals have with 

their personal data, granting the citizen substantial rights in his/her interaction with data 

controllers (those who determine why and how data is collected such as a government or private 

news website), and data processors (those who process the data on behalf of controllers, such as 

an Indian IT firm to which an E.U. firm has outsourced its data analytics). 

7. Under the GDPR, a data controller will have to provide consent terms that are clearly 

distinguishable, i.e., consent cannot be buried in the fine print that is incomprehensible to the 

layperson. 

 

Why GDPR is relevant to India? 

1. The GDPR is being adopted at a time where SC recognised the concept of informational privacy 

and noted that legislation should be enacted to ensure enforceability against non-State actors 

(private entities). 

2. By this there are indications that a future data protection legislation in India will share several 

commonalities with the GDPR. 

3. From this perspective, GDPR compliance may be considered an opportunity for Indian 

companies to achieve early compliance with a potential Indian data privacy legislation. 

4. According to the Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy judgement (2017), the right to privacy is a 

fundamental right and it is necessary to protect personal data as an essential facet of 

informational privacy, whereas the growth of the digital economy is also essential to open new 

vistas of socio-economic growth. 

5. In this context, the government policy on data protection must not deter framing any policy for 

the growth of the digital economy, to the extent that it doesn’t impinge on personal data 

privacy. 

 

Compare EU law vs India Law on privacy: 

India: 

1. India did not have specific laws on data protection even India did not implement the Personal Data 

Protection Bill; there is no control over how user data will be processed by companies. 

2. However In Puttaswamy v India (2017) case, Right to privacy was established as a fundamental 

right under article 21. 
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3.  The Information Technology Act (2000) (“IT Act”) to include Section 43A and Section 72A, which 

give a right to compensation for improper disclosure of personal information. 

4.  Under Section 72-A of the IT Act. The Act Penalises the offender for three year imprisonment or a 

maximum fine of Rs 5 lakh. on Breach of data privacy. 

5. The Aadhar act Section 13 makes the processing of personal data without a person's consent 

possible for any function of the Parliament or State Legislature. 

 

Conclusion: 

The alleged data breach around Facebook and Cambridge Analytica has alerted people to the 

challenges of protecting data in a hyper-digitised environment.  

The issue has once again raised questions about what constitutes legitimate uses of data and how 

businesses, governments and political parties can and cannot use data.  

A White Paper produced by a government-appointed committee, headed by retired judge B.N. 

Srikrishna, which is formulating a national data protection law for India, has suggested a hybrid 

approach to privacy.  

This combines the EU rights-based approach, the U.S. approach of using data with consent to 

encourage innovation, and an Indian approach, which takes note of the Supreme Court’s ruling that 

privacy is a fundamental right subject to reasonable restrictions. 

 

5.Dialogues for democracy, lessons from Rajasthan 
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Introduction: 

Ancient India had democratic republic even before 6th century BCE and India has seen democratic rule 

through ages. Vaishali (in present day Bihar) is considered one of the first republics around 6th century 

BCE.  

Republics at that time were called ‘Mahajanpadas’ and Sabhas and Samitis (assemblies) existed. 

Panchayat systems were also used in some of these republics. 

Democracy is a form of government in which power ultimately comes from the people who are 

governed, either through direct voting or through elected representatives.  

To protect the ideas of democracy worldwide and promote its principles, the International Day of 

Democracy is observed on 15th September every year. India is today the largest functioning 

democracy in the world. 

 

Context: 

Nearing to its two months and counting since lakhs of farmers have gathered in Delhi protesting against 

the farm laws.  

Leaving aside the merits and demerits of the laws, many are aggrieved about the process of 

promulgation of the laws as it lacked any consultation with those that the laws are purportedly meant 

to serve. 

Very often, policy makers ignore the need for dialogue and deliberation with beneficiaries.  

Consultations are needed during the initial stages of law making of a government programme as much 

as a continuous dialogic exercise must be the norm for effective programme implementation.  

Even when policies are anchored in good principles, their implementation is often messy and requires 

iterations based on people’s concerns. In particular, redistributive, people-facing welfare policies need 

constant feedback. 

 

Democracy model of Development: 

1. In a democracy, it is an essential prerequisite to have an ideal model of development.  

2. The formulation and implementation of policies greatly depend on the model of development 

adopted for this purpose.  

3. Several debates took place in the Indian political and business circles, about the time of 

Independence and Constitution making in India, on the future course of development of India.  
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4. In fact, the very concern of India’s survival as a single entity was 

foremost in the minds of its founders.  

5. The purpose of evolving an ideal pattern was not only to safeguard the democratic principles 

but also create necessary social and political conditions to ensure an overall development.  

6. The debates on the issues of development were complex and diverse ranging from land policies 

to the industrial development and planning. 

 

Case study from Rajasthan MGNREGA: 

1. We illustrate this through an example of the implementation of the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in Rajasthan.  

2. Rajasthan has a healthy tradition of consulting with worker groups and civil society organisations 

not only in the initial stage of policy formulation but also to take continuous feedback from the 

field and carry out periodic midway course corrections.  

3. In the case of MGNREGA, engagement with civil society organisations had been institutionalised 

in the MGNREGA samvads; some of which were attended by the Chief Minister of Rajasthan. 

4. MGNREGA wages are now directly credited from the central government to a worker’s bank 

account. While there is a case to be made for direct transfers, this system is not without its 

pitfalls.  

5. An overreliance on the technical architecture of MGNREGA has subverted workers’ rights.  

6. The troubles are compounded when things go wrong as workers run from pillar to post knocking 

on the doors of various government officials, banks, payment disbursement agencies, panchayat 

officials, etc. 

 

Best way to ensure that economic development: Dependent development: 

1. Democracy as the possibility of the people making collective decisions for their common good is 

something that cannot be taught or imposed from the outside.  

2. The enormous popularity of the Cuban revolution in the face of outside interference and 

economic isolation suggests that the vanguard movement with a non-partisan people power 

electoral system may be the best way to ensure that economic development in the Third World 

will benefit all the people more or less equally, rather than exacerbating class, power and other 

social differences.  

3. It promotes social justice, national cohesion and local cooperation rather than class 

stratification and dissension.   
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4. Small island nations do not exist in a vacuum, rather they depend economically on what happens 

elsewhere.  

5. Where poverty, health, housing, illiteracy, class and outside interference are the major 

problems, pursuit of only self interest minimizes rather than maximizes the common good, 

especially where foreign owned enterprises acquire not only the major benefit of economic 

production but also control over the domestic politics.  

6. In such situation, collectivism over individualism can sometimes be the intelligent choice for the 

people, so long as it involves true participation or representation.  

7. In a society such as Cuba’s where the large-scale economic production property is part of the 

common wealth (not just state-owned but more and more in medium and small cooperatives) 

the people naturally become more involved and concerned with their common interest because 

it, rather than individual accumulation, is what serves their self interest. 

8. Overall, the dependent, neo-liberal capitalist road to development has not been a resounding 

success for most people in the Third World (also for many in the so-called developed nations).  

9. In the 43 years since the Alliance for Progress, many Latin Americans have been wondering when 

the progress will come.  

10. In Cuba the people are making their own progress, and will continue to if allowed to without 

outside interference.   

 

Conclusion: 

The American civil rights activist Jesse Jackson said, ‘Deliberation and debate is the way you stir the 

soul of our democracy.’  

Federalism and good governance require constant constructive engagement between people and 

officials.  

If a government is committed to constitutional principles, then paying attention to multiple points of 

view and listening to the voices of the marginalised is a prerequisite.  

“Democracy, if it means anything, means equality; not merely the equality of possessing a vote but 

economic and social equality.” 
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6.Do we have a grip on disinformation in 2021? 

 

            

 

Context: 

Disinformation, or “fake news”, is a malaise that has been worsened by the infodemic of the social 

media age.  

In the last few years, it has been used as an effective weapon to polarise communities and upset 

democratic processes.  

Even if the fake news is not an electoral agenda, it is in the service of the political. So, we should not 

lose sight by focusing disproportionately on individual fake news items instead of the larger narrative. 

 

Recent in news: 

1. Companies like Facebook and YouTube are pressurized to proactively remove fake news from 

their platforms and rework their algorithms to ensure that such content does not gain 

prominence. 

2. The newly introduced limit on forwarding message on WhatsApp is one more example of this 

discourse, where accountability to address fake news is dumped on to the technology 

platforms. 

 

3. The Supreme Court has recently asked the Centre to explain its “mechanism” against fake news 

and bigotry on air, and to create one if it did not already exist. 

4. The Court said it was “disappointed” with the contents of the latest government affidavit, filed 

by Information and Broadcasting Secretary, in the Tablighi Jamaat case. 
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5. The case is based on petitions against the communal colour given by certain sections of the 

electronic media to the holding of a Tablighi Jamaat event in the National Capital during the 

lockdown. 

6. The Jamiat petitions has sought a direction from the court to the Ministry to identify and take 

strict action against sections of the media that communalised the Tablighi incident. 

 

What is the state of disinformation as we have entered a new year? 

1. In the Indian context, disinformation is not evolving in quality but in quantity. 

2. The nature of disinformation was the same as it is today primarily old videos and images used to 

represent something in the present, especially if they have an element of violence or are highly 

politicised.  

3. We saw massive spikes of disinformation on the anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act protests, 

elections, the Delhi riots of 2020, and the pandemic.  

4. In all of these issues, the kind of disinformation which was perpetrated was pretty simple, and 

not that difficult to debunk.  

5. It’s just the organised manner in which it was produced every single day multiple false claims 

using photos, images and text. 

6. In fact, it is just going to keep increasing because political parties have found out that if you put 

out organised disinformation, then any political narrative can be controlled.  

7. At the same time, even though India has a federal structure, the parties which have been 

targeted are not doing anything about it.  

8. They are not introducing any educational reform so that people can be more aware.  

9. So, what we are going to see is just a lot more disinformation that is rudimentary, but with a lot 

of people consuming it day in and day out, and forming their political opinion. 

 

Role of media in fake news dispersal: 

Controlling fake news is a preoccupation of the technology platforms, the political class, the news 

media, and an increasing tribe of citizens concerned about democracy being hijacked. 

The basic dynamics of disinformation is same in many countries. It’s very visible in India, but we also 

see similar patterns in the U.S. and Brazil and a number of other countries.  

While the tactics, forms, and communities involved in creating and disseminating disinformation 

evolve over time, by now we have a very clear sense of what the basic dynamics are.  
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Way Forward: Fight ‘fake news’: BRICS Media Forum: 

The Fifth BRICS Media Forum was held virtually recently. 

China’s Xinhua news agency came up with the idea of a BRICS Media Forum in 2015 to promote media 

cooperation. 

The forum aims to: 

1. Establish an efficient coordination mechanism among BRICS media. 

2. Advance innovation-driven media development. 

3. Gather stronger momentum for the development of BRICS countries through exchange and 

pragmatic cooperation under the mechanism. 

The BRICS Media Forum can make a real difference in the fight against motivated and harmful 

disinformation by: 

Promoting and strengthening relevant media exchanges, workshops, training of journalists, and 

interactions with technology companies that are willing to work with us to contain and end the 

menace. 

Rigorous fact-checking and investigation by well-trained teams of journalists and the new type of 

specialised fact-checking organisations can be supplemented by technological solutions, with the 

deployment of technologies like AI, in the fight against disinformation, especially large-scale online 

harms. 

 

Conclusion: 

Educating the end users to be more precise about the news by informing them of verification tools so 

that they can verify the accuracy of a news item before sharing it. 

Another proposal by the government, concerns tracking the ‘source’ of fake news, primarily to address 

the issue at its root. But this may cause serious issues concerning invasion of privacy and free speech. 

Fake news has existed since the dawn of the printing press but in the age of the internet and social 

media, it has found a tremendous application.  

Manipulation of algorithms of social media and search engines is a global trend now. 

Misinformation and disinformation spread in the media is becoming a serious social challenge. It is 

leading to the poisonous atmosphere on the web and causing riots and lynching on the road. 

Countering content manipulation and fake news to restore faith in social media without undermining 

internet and media freedom will require public education, strengthening of regulations and effort of 

tech companies to make suitable algorithms for news curation. 
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7.Maximum Governor: On Governor's role 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

In yet another tug-of-war between Kerala Governor and Chief Minister, the Governor has turned down 

a request to summon a special sitting of the Assembly to debate the new three central farm laws.  

The state government’s Cabinet had written to the Governor and, after the denial, is mulling 

approaching him again with the same request.  

The episode raises questions on the role of a Governor and the contours of the powers he or she has 

under the Constitution. 

 

Constitutional Provisions related to Governor 

1. The appointment and powers of government can be derived from Part VI of the Indian 

constitution. Article 153 says that there shall be a Governor for each State. One person can be 

appointed as Governor for two or more States. 

2. The governor acts in 'Dual Capacity' as the Constitutional head of the state and as the 

representative. 

3. He is the part of federal system of Indian polity and acts as a bridge between union and state 

governments. 
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4. Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify eligibility requirements for the 

post of governor. 

 

Who can summon a session of the Assembly? 

“The Governor shall from time to time summon the House or each House of the Legislature of the State 

to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit…” says Article 174 of the Constitution.  

The provision also puts on the Governor the responsibility of ensuring that the House is summoned at 

least once every six months. 

Although it is the Governor’s prerogative to summon the House, according to Article 163, the 

Governor is required to act on the “aid and advice” of the Cabinet.  

So, when the Governor summons the House under Article 174, this is not of his or her own will but on 

the aid and advice of the Cabinet. 

 

Can the Governor refuse the aid and advice of the Cabinet? 

There are a few instances where the Governor can summon the House despite the refusal of the Chief 

Minister who heads the Cabinet.  

When the Chief Minister appears to have lost the majority and the legislative members of the House 

propose a no-confidence motion against the Chief Minister, then the Governor can decide on his or her 

own on summoning the House. 

 

Discretionary powers can be challenged in court: 

But the actions of the Governor, when using his discretionary powers can be challenged in court. 

A number of rulings by the Supreme Court has settled the position that the Governor cannot refuse 

the request of a Cabinet that enjoys majority in the House unless it is patently unconstitutional.  

The latest in the line of rulings is the landmark 2016 Constitution Bench ruling in which the Supreme 

Court looked into the constitutional crisis in Arunachal Pradesh after the Governor had imposed 

President’s Rule in the state. 

In ordinary circumstances during the period when the Chief Minister and his council of ministers enjoy 

the confidence of the majority of the House, the power vested with the Governor under Article 174 to 

summon, prorogue and dissolve the house(s) must be exercised in consonance with the aid and advice 

of the chief minister and his council of ministers. 

 

Encroachment upon the powers: 
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The misuse of the Governor’s office to undermine duly elected State governments is a particularly 

mischievous disruption of federalism.  

Governor questioned the urgency of the special session, and thought the Assembly lacked “the 

jurisdiction to offer a solution” to the farmers’ protest, an issue which the Assembly wanted to discuss.  

This is an encroachment upon the powers of the legislature and the elected government and an abuse 

of his authority as a nominal head under the Constitution.  

 

Arguments against discretional role of central government: 

The resolution pointed out that agriculture was a State subject and “as a matter that seriously affects 

the States, the Bills should have been discussed in a meeting of the inter-State council”.  

The Bills were passed in haste without even referring them to the Standing Committee of the 

Parliament, which the Assembly termed “a serious matter.”  

It has become habitual for the Centre to overlook regional concerns, and the making of the farm laws 

without consulting States was in line with this trend.  

The Council of States (Rajya Sabha) has been systematically undermined by arbitrarily labelling bills as 

money bills. The use of central agencies to browbeat Opposition-ruled States is yet another strain on 

federalism. 

 

Conclusion: 

Governor is the constitutional head and the chief executive of any state of the Indian Union.  

Even the Sarkaria Commission of 1983, which reviewed the arrangements between the Centre and the 

states, had said that so long as the Council of Ministers enjoys the confidence of the Assembly, its 

advice in these matters, unless patently unconstitutional must be deemed as binding on the Governor.  

The Sarkaria Commission (1988) recommended that Article 356 should be used in very rare cases 

when it becomes unavoidable to restore the breakdown of constitutional machinery in the State. 

The Supreme Court in the Nabam Rebia judgment (2016) ruled that the exercise of Governor’s 

discretion Article 163 is limited and his choice of action should not be arbitrary or fanciful. It must be a 

choice dictated by reason, actuated by good faith and tempered by caution. 

The Rajamannar Committee emphasised that the governor of the state should not consider himself as 

an agent of the centre but play his role as the constitutional head of the State. 

It is only where such advice, if acted upon, would lead to an infringement of a constitutional provision, 

or where the Council of Ministers has ceased to enjoy the confidence of the Assembly, that the 

question arises whether the Governor may act in the exercise of his discretion. 
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8.Give adequate time for a probe  

 

                   

 

Context: Maharashtra Shakti Criminal Law (Maharashtra Amendment) Act, 2020: 

The Maharashtra Cabinet cleared the draft of a Bill prepared on the lines of the Disha Act passed by the 

Andhra Pradesh government to curb crimes against women and children. 

The draft of the Maharashtra Shakti Criminal Law (Maharashtra Amendment) Act, 2020, proposes 

death penalty in cases of rape, acid attack, and serious crimes against children. 

Taking a cue from the Andhra Pradesh’s Disha Bill of 2019, the Maharashtra government recently 

announced that it would enact a law to deal sternly with the cases of sexual assault on women. The 

proposed Maharashtra Shakti Act of 2020 will have stern punishment for offences of sexual assault 

and a provision to complete investigation within 15 days.  

Though Disha has been withdrawn temporarily by the Andhra Pradesh government following queries by 

the Centre before it could get presidential assent, it is still important to ponder some of its provisions as 

more States may legislate to reduce the period of investigation. 

 

What is the Shakti bill? 
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The proposed ‘Shakti law’ involves two bills — the Maharashtra Shakti Criminal Law (Maharashtra 

Amendment) Act, 2020, and the Special Court and Machinery for Implementation of Maharashtra 

Shakti Criminal Law, 2020. 

The draft legislation seeks amendments to the Indian Penal Code (IPC), Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CrPC)and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act to include new offences, 

increase punishments and speedier investigations and trials. 

According to the home department, the bill proposes punishments for crimes that were not specifically 

covered under the laws for crimes against women and children earlier. 

These include threatening women and defaming them on social media, making false complaints about 

rape and acid attacks, non-cooperation of social media platforms and public representatives in such 

investigations and bringing in restrictions to protect the identity of victims in molestation cases and 

acid attacks, just like in rape cases. 

 

On the lines of Andhra Pradesh’s Disha Bill of 2019: 

Disha mandated completion of investigation within seven working days for “heinous offences” such as 

harassment of women, sexual assault on children, and rape, where “adequate conclusive evidence” is 

available.  

When the apex court has already ruled in favour of the prosecutrix’s statement alone (if credible) being 

sufficient to convict an accused and forensic evidence being corroborative in nature, the interpretation 

of “adequate conclusive evidence” by the police shall remain a problem.  

The police, in fact, are concerned primarily with collection of all evidence relating to the offence. It is 

only for the court to evaluate whether the available evidence is sufficient to slap conviction on the 

accused. 

 

Mentioned provisions in the Maharashtra Shakti Criminal Law (Maharashtra Amendment) Act, 2020: 

1. The drafts have included new crimes within their ambit. They include threatening and defaming 

women on social media, false complaint regarding rape, acid attack, and outraging the modesty 

of women.  

2. Non-cooperation in investigation by social media sites and companies providing mobile and 

internet services, and elected representatives will be considered a crime. 

3. The restrictions on publishing the names of rape victims are now applied to victims of acid 

attacks as well as those in cases of outraging modesty. 

4. The Shakti Act proposes death penalty in cases of rape, acid attack, and serious crimes against 

children.  
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5. While the period of imprisonment will be increased, a fine has been proposed in cases of acid 

attacks which will be given to the victims for medical treatment, including plastic surgery. 

6. The drafts also propose a new judicial system under which 36 special courts will be set up and a 

special public prosecutor will be made available to each court.  

7. Each district police superintendent or Commissionerate will have one special squad to probe 

crimes against women and children which will mandatorily have one female officer. NGOs will 

also be notified to extend help to victims. 

 

Time for investigation: 

Two gruesome cases of sexual assault and murder are important to mention. First, in the ‘Nirbhaya’ 

case, the police filed a charge sheet on the 18th day of its reporting. No effort was spared to nab the 

criminals and the case was rigorously supervised. However, in the recent Hathras case, the police took 

more than 90 days to file a charge sheet. 

The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) provides that investigation relating to offences punishable with 

imprisonment up to 10 years must be completed within 60 days and for offences with higher 

punishment (including rape), within 90 days of detaining the accused, else he or she shall be released 

on bail.  

To speed up the process, the CrPC was amended in 2018 and the period of investigation was reduced 

from 90 to 60 days for all cases of rape.  

Though every investigation has to be completed without unnecessary delay, there is no upper limit to 

complete investigation when the offenders are at large. Each investigation is guided by its own set of 

facts and circumstances. 

 

Way Forward: Factors to be considered for time of investigation: 

Regarding Pendency, 30% of all cases filed in 2016 were pending for investigation by the end of the 

year (this combined with the pendency in the judiciary means securing justice in India can take a very 

long time). Pendency in the police is driven by lack of resources. 

1. Generally, the time of investigation depends on the severity of the crime, the number of 

accused persons and agencies involved.  

2. It includes examination of the scene of crime by the investigating officer (IO) and forensic expert; 

recording the statement of the victim (by the IO and the judicial magistrate) and witnesses; 

medical examination of the victim (at a place where a female doctor is available) and accused 

persons;  

3. Collecting documents relating to age from parents, local bodies and school (in case of child 

victim and delinquents); DNA findings of the forensic science lab (FSL); test identification parade 
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of accused persons (if initially not named); seizing weapons of offence; the arrest of accused 

persons; etc. 

4. This is besides the fact that in many cases of rape, the victim remains under trauma for some 

time and is not able to narrate the incident in detail.  

5. The speed and quality of investigation also depends on whether a police station has separate 

units of investigation and law and order, which is also a long-pending police reform awaiting 

compliance of the apex court’s directives.  

6. It also depends on the number of available IOs and women police officers, and the size and 

growth of the FSL and its DNA unit. 

 

Conclusion: 

Investigation of sensitive offences should be done expeditiously. However, setting narrow timelines 

for investigation creates scope for procedural loopholes which may be exploited during trial.  

Therefore, instead of fixing unrealistic timelines, the police should be given additional resources so 

that they can deliver efficiently. 

 

9.There is no doubt that Indian higher education requires reforms 

 

 

 

Context: 

Earlier this month, three foreign academic publishers sued two foreign websites for copyright 

infringement in a case before the Delhi High Court.  

Elsevier, Wiley, and American Chemical Society, among the world’s largest publishers of academic 

papers, wanted the court to block Sci-Hub and LibGen, the largest providers of ‘free downloads’ of their 

content in India.  
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This case is important because it can have a significant impact on the broader research, academic and 

education environment in India. 

 

Education entitled as basic human right: 

Education neither a privilege nor favour but a basic human right to which all are entitled to be. “In our 

culturally plural society, education should foster universal and eternal values, oriented towards the 

unity and integration of our people. Such value education should eliminate obscurantism, religious 

fanaticism, violence, superstition and fatalism.” 

India’s huge pool of young people might be considered its biggest strength. Unfortunately, India is far 

from having its act together when it comes to figuring out how to educate these young people. 

Government data suggests that only one out of every seven children born in India goes to college. 

What’s more, the nation suffers from both a crippling quantity, as well as a quality, challenge when it 

comes to higher education. 

 

Applying “global” standards to higher education: 

1. The recent litigations against Scihub and Libgen by Elsevier, Wiley and ACS bring us to a moment 

of many realisations about control and governance of knowledge in academia.  

2. In the latter half of the 20th century, globalisation led to the imperative of applying “global” 

standards to higher education.  

3. As global standards have been unofficially understood as the prevailing practices in American 

and European institutions, this has posed a serious dilemma for institutions in the global south. 

4. Such parameters are often not compatible with the educational systems that have historically 

evolved in countries like India, with a colonial past and a persisting “non-industrial” present.  

5. Precise point-based measurements currently applied to measure knowledge production appear 

to be misplaced in knowledge ecosystems of the global south. 

6. Moreover, the larger question, whether such precise measurements, akin to parameters 

measuring industrial productivity, help in assessing the relevance of knowledge created and 

disseminated in any societal context, including those with an industrial culture like in Europe and 

America, remains unanswered. 

7. In India, UGC has been the regulatory body responsible for maintaining standards in higher 

education, while addressing challenges of globalisation.  

8. Processes of UGC mandated “standardisation” have in particular impacted social sciences and 

humanities research in Indian universities.  
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9. Over the years, UGC has linked institutional funding to ranking and accreditation systems like 

NAAC and NIRF.  

10. In order to evaluate institutions, these bodies have evolved “objective” criteria, which rank 

universities based on faculty research measured by citations in global journal databases like 

SCOPUS.  

11. In comparison, importance granted to research outputs like books or other forms is declining. 

 

Need of the Hour:  Regulatory and governance reforms: 

1. Restructure or merge different higher education regulators (UGC, AICTE, NCTE etc.) to ensure 

effective coordination. 

2. Amend UGC Act to give legislative backing to regulatory structure. 

3. Allow foreign institutions to operate joint degree programmes with Indian institutions. 

4. Link University grants to performance. 

5. Select Vice-Chancellors of universities through a transparent & objective process. 

Broaden the scope of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs) and Open and Distance Learning (ODL) to 

provide access to quality education beyond geographical boundaries. 

All central universities should develop strategic plans for getting into the top 500 global universities 

rankings in the next 10 years.  

Funding to these institutions should be linked to performance and outcomes through the MHRD and 

newly constituted Higher Education Funding Agency. 

The goals of the higher education, for that matter any education system of any country is expansion 

with inclusion, ensuring quality and relevant education.  

To meet these challenges, there is a need for policy to identify the jet issues involved, to build up on 

the earlier policies, and to take a step ahead. 

 

Conclusion: 

Indian higher education requires reforms, but the latter need to be cognisant of the reality of higher 

education in India.  

Regulations without facilitation will merely bureaucratise the governance of knowledge without 

generating any pathbreaking insights. 
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While the UGC hopes to raise the standards to global levels, precarity of employment, longer teaching 

hours, a dismal student-teacher ratio, lack of sabbaticals, research and travel grants, access to research 

facilities and office space, adversely impact the research potential of teachers.  

Unfortunately, in the era of the hegemony of finance capital, governments globally are under pressure 

to cut back on expenditure on public institutions, including educational.  

“Regulating” research needs to be replaced with “facilitating” research, allowing minds to think and 

gestate.  

 

10.Tribal ministry panels draft fresh guidelines for community forest, habitat rights 

 

                    

 

Context: Draft fresh guidelines for community forest, habitat rights: 

Draft guidelines were prepared by two committees formed by MoTA in February 2020-Committee on 

Management of Community Forest Rights (CFR) and Committee on Habitat rights. 

Guidelines for CFR are aimed at creating a community forests resource management committee as an 

executive arm of Gram Sabha in managing CFR areas. 
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Guidelines for habitat rights define habitat rights and provide a distinction between habitat rights and 

Community Forest Rights (CFR). 

CFR under Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 

[FRA] 2006 empowers Gram Sabhas to conserve and manage their forest. 

 

Role of Gram Sabhas in community forest rights (CFR) and habitat rights: 

1. Gram Sabhas will have more power in the management of community forest rights (CFR) and 

habitat rights, according to new guidelines drafted by the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) 

in December 2020.  

2. An increased representation of various user groups such as the graziers, minor forest produce 

collectors, women and other groups dependent on forest including hamlets also find mention in 

the two drafts. 

3. They have submitted the drafts to the Union tribal ministry for review.  

4. The guidelines for CFR are aimed at creating community forests resource management 

committee (CFRMC) as an executive arm of the Gram Sabha in managing CFR areas.  

 

According to the draft, the Gram Sabhas will: 

1. Integrate the committees that it has had traditional rights with for protection of wildlife, forest 

and biodiversity, catchment areas, water sources and other ecological sensitive areas 

2. Be empowered to carry out the powers and authority as laid down under section 5 of FRA 

3. File complaint before the state level monitoring committee (SLMC) under section 7 and 8 of the 

Act in case of any violation 

4. Make rules and issue appropriate directions for governance and conservation of CFR, including 

functions of CFRMC; conflict / dispute resolution; benefit sharing; issuance of transit permit; 

fund management and etc., regulating powers, functions and activities of the CFRMC 

5. Make rules or issue directions for management of fund generated from various sources 

6. Approve CFR conservation and management plan / strategies / actions prepared / suggested by 

the CFRMC. If required, the Gram Sabha can modify suggested plans / actions / strategies 

including CFR conservation and management plans 

7. Appoint any person or hire any institution for extending support to the Gram Sabha for 

preparation of CFR conservation and management plan, financial management system or 

activities coming under the purview of the Gram Sabha 

8. Resolve any conflict or dispute related to the CFR governance and management 
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The guidelines also propose financial independence of the Gram Sabha through a fund, which would 

get the money from the sale of forest produce, development grant from the government and non-

profits as well as compensatory afforestation funds.  

The committee headed by Saxena was formed to guide the Gram Sabhas in managing and conserving 

their CFR areas in a sustainable fashion.  

Under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 

[FRA] 2006, Gram Sabhas can claim collective ownership over a patch of forest traditionally owned and 

used by the village in the form of CFR. 

The provision grants them the right to manage and conserve their CFR area. 

 

Habitat Rights under the Forest Rights Act: 

1. The draft created by the committee observes that FRA doesn’t define habitat, but merely hints 

at its importance.  

2. It also defines habitat as places where tribal and other traditional forest dwellers have ancient 

connections in spiritual, cultural, social (burial grounds, birth places, temples, deities, lands 

perceived as abodes of deities including ancestors, sacred lands and plants, and areas used for 

festivals and processions) and livelihood matters (areas used for forest produce collection, 

fishing sources, seasonal cultivation areas, and collection of medicinal plants. 

3. Habitat rights under the FRA are granted to the particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PVTG). 

4. Since the PVTGs are pre-agriculture communities, these rights are given over a fairly large area. 

However, the FRA isn’t clear on the nature of the right. 

5. Section 3(1)(e) of the act says that these rights are “include community tenures of habitat and 

habitation for primitive tribal groups and pre-agricultural communities.” 

6. In the first habitat right granted to Madhya Pradesh’s Baiga community in 2015, a tiger was 

used as an example to explain the community’s habitat.  

7. Tigers roam a large area in a forest when they hunt, and national parks as a whole become the 

habitat of the tiger, not just its dwelling, which could be a cave.  

8. There are 75 PVTG communities across India and yet, only a few habit rights titles have been 

given so far.  

9. MoTA, therefore, constituted an expert committee on February, 2020 to improve recognition 

and vesting process of community rights under FRA with special focus on habitat rights of 

PVTG. 

 

The following are included in habitat rights: 
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Habitat rights can be defined as a bundle of rights comprising of these connections with the landscape: 

livelihood, social, and cultural practices embedded in the territory that forms their habitat.  

Many of these rights are not necessarily exclusive to one community and are often shared with other 

communities living in the habitat area based on traditions of mutuality and reciprocity. 

1. Right to perform all customary religious or cultural ceremonies in the landscape related to their 

clans 

2. Right to protect and conserve the natural entities and sacred sites recognised under habitat 

rights 

3. Right to protect and conserve places important for religious and spiritual purposes such as 

sacred groves; the right of passage to abodes of deities in forests, hill tops, origin of rivers and 

other remote parts of forests 

4. Right to practice traditional cultivation systems and other livelihood generating activities 

including seasonal resource use 

5. Habitat rights exclude any traditional right of hunting or trapping or extracting a part of the body 

of any species of wild animal 

The draft also recommended training of state government officials for a better understanding the 

importance of FRA and habitat rights. 

The idea of these guidelines is to bring the forest governance outside the colonial approach and really 

decentralise and democratise it.  

 

Steps taken by Government to support tribal communities during COVID-19 pandemic: 

Central government issued guidelines aiming to relax the provisions of lockdown for Collection, 

harvesting and processing of Minor Forest Produce(MFP)/ Non Timber Forest Produce (NTFP) by STs 

and other forest dwellers in forest areas across the country. 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs also revised the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Minor Forest Produce 

(MFP), offering much-needed support to tribal gatherers in view of the exceptional and very difficult 

circumstances prevailing in the country due to the Corona Virus Pandemic.  

 

Conclusion: 

The purpose of providing the community forest, habitat rights is to establish community-driven, 

sustainable forest management and agroforestry systems to maintain biodiversity and other 

environmental services, buffer habitat quality, secure land rights and improve livelihoods. 

Successful, village-level, multifunctional landscape management approaches improve economic 

development and effectively influence government development efforts.  
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The maintenance and improvement of multiple environmental services, that is, biodiversity, 

hydrology and climate regulation in a sustainable landscape, are promoted through integrated, 

inclusive and informed land-use planning at district level. 

 

11.India approves COVID-19 vaccines Covishield and Covaxin for emergency use 

 

                   

 

Context: 

The stage is set for the biggest vaccine rollout in India’s history with the Drugs Controller General of 

India formally approving two vaccines for restricted use under emergency conditions: Covishield by the 

Serum Institute of India (SII), and Covaxin by Bharat Biotech.  

Though other vaccine candidates are in the fray too, these two set a precedent for how future COVID-

19 vaccines will be evaluated and administered.  

India has been long known as a manufacturer of vaccines but less so as one that can develop from 

scratch, test and then provide it to the world.  

 

India being as Pharmacy of the world: 

1. India is largely considered as the global hub for cheap and generic medicines. It is therefore 

pertinent for this production and supply of generic medicines to continue in order to address 

major health crisis in poor, least developed, and developing nations. 

2. The pandemic offers an unprecedented opportunity to establish those credentials, but already a 

key step of establishing the vaccine’s efficacy in the Indian population before rollout has been 

side-stepped. 
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3. Vaccines by Bharat Biotech and Serum Institute of India (SII) were formally approved by the 

Central Drugs and Standards Committee (CDSCO) on Sunday. 

4. This allows the vaccines Covishield from SII and based on the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, and 

Covaxin from by Bharat Biotech to be offered to healthcare workers and frontline workers in 

India.  

 

Highest risk personnel will be given the vaccine for free: 

1. The Health Ministry has said 3 crore such personnel, considered at highest risk for COVID-19, will 

be given the vaccine for free.  

2. It isn’t yet known which vaccine will be made available to these personnel though multiple 

officials say rollouts can begin in less than a fortnight. 

3. Both the approvals accorded are for “restricted use in emergency situation” and in the case of 

Bharat Biotech the approval wording notes it is in “public interest as an abundant precaution, in 

clinical trial mode, to have more options for vaccinations, especially in case of infection by 

mutant strains.” What these conditions are were not specified. 

4. Covaxin has been developed based on an inactivated Sars-CoV-2 strain cultured at the National 

Institute of Virology, an ICMR body.  

5. Because it was a whole virus (and therefore, more of it would be exposed to the immune 

system) the chances that it would mount a response against a variety of mutant virus types or 

strains were higher. 

6. The Indian data furnished by the companies only attest to the vaccine’s safety and its evoking 

some immune response.  

7. However, this pandemic has revealed multiple instances of therapies and interventions from 

convalescent plasma therapy to a slew of antivirals that seemed to work well under idealised lab 

conditions but did not measurably protect in real-world hospital conditions. 

 

How do Covishield and Covaxin work? 

1. Covishield is the Indian variant of AZD1222, the vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and 

University of Oxford. Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) developed and manufactured 

Covishield through a licence from AstraZeneca and Oxford. 

2. It is a “non-replicating viral vector” vaccine, which means it makes use of another weakened 

and genetically modified virus, in this case a common cold chimpanzee virus to help the body 

develop immunity against the coronavirus.  
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3. The vaccine carries just the code to make the spike protein (the spike on the virus’s surface). The 

body’s immune system is supposed to recognise this protein as a threat, and work on building 

antibodies against it. 

4. Covaxin, developed by Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the National 

Institute of Virology, uses a different platform.  

5. It is an “inactivated” vaccine, which means it uses the killed SARS-CoV-2 virus, which has no 

potential to infect or replicate once injected and just serves to boost an immune response.  

6. Covaxin is expected to target more than just the spike protein — it also aims to develop an 

immune response to the nucleocapsid protein (the shell of the virus that encloses its genetic 

material). 

 

Concerns regarding untested vaccine: 

1. Some scientists have expressed concern about the basis for the approval to Covaxin, given that it 

does not seem to adhere to the regulator’s own requirements for clearing a vaccine in this 

pandemic. 

2. The concern from approving an untested vaccine is that it makes it nearly impossible to conduct 

a proper phase-3 trial.  

3. It will be unethical to expect volunteers to participate in a trial where there is only a 50% chance 

of being administered the actual vaccine, when they have the option of the real dose elsewhere.  

4. Both SII and Bharat Biotech, given the pace of recruitment and potential pool of volunteers, 

would have been able to generate much more data within mere weeks.  

5. So, it is hard to imagine why an emergency use authorisation of these vaccines was hurried 

through.  

6. Opacity marks the government’s communication strategy in a country where distrust of vaccines 

remains in spite of years of vaccination programmes and elimination of grave diseases. The 

government neglects this at the country’s peril. 

 

Conclusion: 

India makes about 60% of vaccines globally and many countries are eagerly waiting for it to begin 

shipping doses. It has formally approved the emergency use of two vaccines as it prepares to begin 

giving jabs in January. 

India plans one of the world's biggest inoculation, seeking to immunise about 300 million people by 

July. 
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When it comes to vaccine making, India is a powerhouse. It runs a massive immunisation programme, 

makes 60% of the world's vaccines and is home to half a dozen major manufacturers, including Serum 

Institute of India - the largest in the world. 

Yet vaccinating a billion people, including hundreds of millions of adults for the first time, against Covid-

19 is going to be a daunting and unprecedented challenge. 

 

12.Terror trail: On Pakistan action against terrorists 

 

        

 

Context: 

External Affairs minister of India S. Jaishankar made a pitch for greater coordination between counter 

terrorism agencies worldwide.  

In his speech to the UN Security Council (UNSC) marking 20 years since the resolutions that announced 

a global commitment to the war against terror after the U.S. 9/11 attacks. 

Urging UN Security Council members not to make false distinctions of “good” terrorists and “bad” 

terrorists, External Affairs minister S. Jaishankar made indirect references to both China and Pakistan 

for delaying the process of designating terrorist individuals and entities, as well as failing to stop the 

funding of terror. 

 

Threat persists for India due to Terrorism: 

1. These terrorist organisations continue to be attractive to misguided youth in India whose 

loyalties are extraterritorial. 
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2. Their numbers may not be formidable, but they can cause a ripple effect that cannot be 

underestimated. 

3. Terrorist cells are probably engaged in the quiet process of collecting resources for future lethal 

assaults against India and other countries in the neighbourhood. 

4. Once the pandemic eases, we may see a resurgence of terror. The aggravation of poverty in 

developing nations due to COVID-19 could offer a fertile ground for recruitment. 

5. The al-Qaeda and the Islamic State are carrying out their recruitment undiminished by the 

problems posed by the pandemic. 

6. Only these two outfits have an impressive global reach backed by global ambitions. 

 

In UN Security Council (UNSC), India calls for “Zero tolerance to Terrorism”: 

1. India highlighted the necessity to streamline the process of the UN’s top body in designating 

terrorists while strengthening coordination in the agencies that check their financial resources.  

2. First, the world must acknowledge that terrorist organisations use not only extortion and money 

laundering, drugs and wildlife trafficking to raise funds, but, in the present and future, will use 

loopholes in digital security and the “anonymity” provided by block chain technology to access 

finances.  

3. Second, in a clear reference to Pakistan, India spoke of the need to link actions between the UN 

and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), and for countries that “wilfully provide financial 

assistance and safe havens” as well as “5 star” treatment to criminals and terrorists, to be held 

to account by them.  

4. India words are significant given that a FATF committee, the Asia Pacific Joint Group (APJG), is 

meeting this week to finalise recommendations for the FATF on whether to continue Pakistan’s 

‘greylisting status’, downgrade it to a blacklist, or let it off, decisions that India is watching 

closely.  

5. Finally, he pointed to countries that allow their “political and religious” affinities to decide on 

issues of designation of terrorists, blocking and unblocking requests at the UNSC for such 

reasons rather than technically evaluate the evidence against these individuals.  

6. While the broad message here was for China, which has often blocked India’s efforts to 

designate individuals at the UNSC, this also includes Turkey and Malaysia which have helped 

Pakistan avoid stringent measures at the FATF thus far. 

 

India working with FATF in counter terrorism operations: 
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1. Counter Terrorism is a priority area for India during this term and [it] looks forward to 

contributing to the meeting that seeks not only to identify emerging trends but to also laying the 

groundwork for common priorities that would shape the future multilateral action in the 

domain of Counter Terrorism. 

2. India made a call for “enhanced UN coordination with FATF”, just as a meeting of the FATF’s 

Asia Pacific Joint Group (APJG) got underway, which will review Pakistan’s performance on 

countering terrorism financing and money laundering, and send recommendations to the FATF 

Plenary body on whether to continue to keep it on its greylist.   

3. The speech, at the UNSC open debate on “International Cooperation in combating terrorism 20 

years after the adoption of 1373” marked the first intervention by the External Affairs Minister 

since India began its two-year tenure at the Security Council, along with Ministers from other 

countries that were elected along with India: Estonia, Ireland, Mexico and Norway. 

 

FATF keeps Pakistan on grey list till next review in February 2021: 

The FATF “greylist” refers to countries that are “monitored jurisdictions”, while the “blacklist” refers to 

those facing a “call to action” or severe banking strictures, sanctions and difficulties in accessing loans. 

The FATF process also showed concern about the 4,000 names that were on Pakistan’s Schedule-IV list 

under the Anti-Terrorism Act up to January, but went missing in September 2020. Pakistan has been 

asked as to how this happened. 

 

Conclusion: 

The UK and U.S. also referred to the growing threat from “right wing terrorism”, and “racially and 

ethnically motivated attacks”, with the U.S. representative announcing that the Washington had 

designated a “white supremacist group” as a globally designated terror entity for the first time last 

year. 

By drawing the connection between the actions of the UNSC and the FATF together, External Affairs 

minister of India is indicating that India is not only watching what Pakistan does but also how the 

international community “walks the talk” on “zero tolerance to terrorism”. 
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13.India must integrate its UNSC engagement with broader national goals 

 

 

 

Context: 

As India enters the United Nations Security Council for the third time since the end of the Cold War, 

India finds a very different dynamic than the one it encountered during the earlier stints in 1991-92 and 

2011-12.  

India, too, has changed over the last decade. The range of Indian interests has expanded and so has the 

circle of India’s international partners. 

India’s attitudes have also shifted from the reactive to the proactive. That, in turn, should make India’s 

new stint at the UNSC more purposeful and pragmatic. 

Purposefulness is about tightly integrating its UNSC engagement with India’s broader national goals.  

Pragmatism demands adapting to the changed conditions at the UNSC and avoiding overly ambitious 

goals. 

 

Brief Background after Cold war times: 

1. During 1991-92, India saw the collapse of the Soviet Union, the end of the Cold War and the new 

Russia’s turn to the US and the West.  

2. The People’s Republic of China was focused on getting its house in order, opening its economy 

and keeping a low profile in the unipolar moment. India, too, had good reasons to keep its head 

down.  

3. India had to fix its broken economy, put out political bushfires across the country and rejig its 

foreign policy to cope with the post-Soviet world. 
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4. The West could not resist the temptations for geopolitical overreach at the UN.  

5. Liberals across the Atlantic sought to transform the “inter-national” forum into a “supra-

national” institution that would actively reshape the domestic structures of different societies.  

6. For India, it was a moment to hunker down and resist external imposition of solutions to its 

manifold problems especially on the Kashmir question and the nuclear issue. 

7. Fast forward to 2011-12. A revived Russia and a rising China began to demur against the 

sweeping Western agenda at the UN.  

8. India’s own relative position improved in the first decade of the 21st century, thanks to rapid 

economic growth.  

9. India was certainly less defensive than in the 1990s, but struggled to turn its new strengths into 

practical outcomes. 

10. A decade later, India has walked into a far more contentious UNSC. Differences between the US, 

China and Russia have become intractable.  

11. China has risen to be a great power and is making expansive claims and trying to redeem them.  

12. Meanwhile, USA and Russia have drifted apart and Russia has moved closer to China. 

 

Relevance of UNSC in contemporary time: 

The UN Security Council remains the supreme decision-making body in the area of international 

security.  

It is a forum where political understanding can be hammered out among major powers and then, if 

their national perspectives can be reconciled, codified in decisions that are published, affording a 

degree of transparency. 

Security Council decisions remain the most appropriate way to ratify and codify the appropriate major 

power responses.  

UNSC reforms will take certain time, till then flexible ways need to be found to sustain a continuous 

engagement with the new major powers, both regarding what constitutes a threat to international 

peace and security and in crafting a response. 

 

UNSC Reforms Agenda: 

UN reform is a long-drawn process which encompasses five key issues: categories of membership, the 

question of the veto held by the five permanent members, regional representation, the size of an 

enlarged Council and its working methods, and the Security Council-General Assembly relationship.  
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Inclusion of new members is part of this reform process. Any reform of the Security Council would 

require the agreement of at least two-thirds of UN member states, and that of all the permanent 

members of the UNSC enjoying the veto right. 

India’s claim for permanent membership is a genuine demand in the changed geo politics of 21st 

century.  

India is possibly the most obvious and least controversial option to add as a permanent member, and 

probably long overdue for a seat. 

 

Way Forward: For making the UNSC “effective”: 

As India looks for a productive tenure at the UNSC, five objectives present themselves.  

One is about making the UNSC “effective”.  

1. India, however, might be sensible to pare down that ambition. The UNSC is becoming less 

effective today thanks to the deep divisions among the major powers. 

2. The UNSC system was designed to function as a concert of five powers. Unanimity among the 

five permanent members with veto powers was rare during the Cold War decades.  

3. After a brief moment of great power cooperation in the 1990s, we are now back in an era of 

contestation. But there will be enough room for India to carve out a larger role for itself amid 

renewed great power rivalry. 

4. The UNSC offers room for sustained diplomatic interaction between the major powers, who 

could minimise tensions and create new opportunities for cooperation.  

5. Much like the US and USSR that cooperated on issues relating to nuclear proliferation at the 

height of the Cold War, the US and China could explore potential common ground even amidst 

their broad-based confrontation.  

6. All other powers, including India, will, of course, want to be sure that the US-China cooperation 

is not at the expense of others. 

Two, making the UNSC more “representative” has been one of India’s demands since the end of the 

Cold War.  

1. Pessimists would urge India to curb its enthusiasm. China has no interest in letting two other 

Asian powers India and Japan join the UNSC as permanent members.  

2. Optimists would suggest Delhi’s campaign, in partnership with Brazil, Germany and Japan, to 

expand the UNSC must continue.  

3. For the campaign is about an important principle and revealing the nature of political resistance 

to it. 
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Three, India has no choice but to deal with China’s growing hostility to India.  

1. At the end of the Cold War, India had bet that cooperation with China on the multilateral front 

was valuable in its own right, and would also help generate the conditions for resolving the 

boundary dispute and expand the areas of bilateral cooperation.  

2. India, which was eager to build a multipolar world with Beijing, now finds itself in a unipolar Asia 

that is centred around China.  

3. Meanwhile, the boundary dispute has worsened over the last decade. India now joins the UNSC 

amid a continuing military standoff between the two armies in the high Himalayas following the 

Chinese aggression in the Ladakh region. 

4. China has repeatedly tried to get the UNSC to focus on India’s constitutional changes in 

Kashmir.  

5. On the question of cross-border terrorism, Beijing protects Pakistan from the international 

pressures that India has sought to mobilise at various fora.  

6. On the nuclear front, China continues to block India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers 

Group. 

Four, the engagement with peace and security issues at the UNSC  

1. Peace and security issues at the UNSC will allow India to strengthen its new coalitions such as 

the QUAD which brings together Australia, India, Japan and the US.  

2. India could also use the UNSC tenure to deepen collaboration with its European partners like 

France and Germany in the security arena, and find common ground with “Global Britain” that 

is carving out a new international path for itself after breaking away from the European Union.  

3. India must also sustain an intensive dialogue with Russia on all international issues, 

notwithstanding Russia’s worsening problems with the West and closer ties to China. 

Fifth, India needs to revitalise its engagement with its traditional partners in the “global south” by 

articulating their peace and security concerns in the UNSC.  

1. Two sub-groups of the global south should be of special interest.  

2. The numerous small island states around the world face existential challenges from global 

warming and rising sea levels.  

3. They also struggle to exercise control over their large maritime estates.  

4. Supporting the sovereignty and survivability of the island states is a crucial political task for 

India. 

5. Africa is the other priority. Nearly half of UNSC meetings, 60 per cent of its documents, and 70 

per cent of its resolutions are about peace and security in Africa.  
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6. The continent has three seats in the UNSC (Kenya, Niger and Tunisia) and there is regular 

consultation between the UNSC and the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union 

(AU).  

 

Conclusion: 

India has been actively pursuing its quest to be included in the reformed United Nations Security 

Council for many years.  

The argument of including new members is that UNSC has to acknowledge the current geopolitical 

realities which are very different from the time when UNSC was formed.  

The current permanent members of the Security Council are the five nations that were made 

permanent members in the charter when the United Nations was founded. 

The UNSC tenure is a good moment for India to intensify India’s engagement on peace and security 

issues in Africa at bilateral, regional and global levels. 

 

14.China holds third South Asia multilateral meet in new push 

 

             

 

Context: 
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China has held its third multilateral dialogue with countries from South Asia to take forward closer 

cooperation on fighting COVID-19 and coordinating their economic agendas, reflecting a new approach 

in Beijing’s outreach to the region. 

The third dialogue, held virtually, brought together every country in the region barring India, Bhutan 

and the Maldives, and was aimed at “anti-epidemic cooperation and poverty reduction cooperation”. 

The virtual meet seen as a bid to strengthen cooperation among the four nations in pandemic response 

and economic recovery. 

The two virtual meets appear part of China’s growing engagement in the region, in the wake of the 

global pandemic. 

 

China’s growing engagement in the region: 

All three dialogues have been attended by Pakistan and Nepal, which are emerging as two lynchpins in 

China’s regional strategy.  

The first such meeting was convened by China, and was attended by Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan.  

This was followed by a five-member grouping in November attended by China, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri 

Lanka and Bangladesh. 

The meeting was attended by all five countries that have taken part in these dialogues, Pakistan, Nepal, 

Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh and was a follow-up to the two earlier meetings. 

 

To boost their post-COVID-19 economic recovery: 

1. In this meeting, the representatives shared their experience on anti-epidemic and poverty 

relief.  

2. They talked about dealing with the impact of the pandemic, resuming economic and trade 

cooperation, dealing with non-traditional security challenges and advancing sustainable 

development, and reached an initial consensus.  

3. It shows our strong will and confidence in dealing with challenges together and achieving 

cooperation.  

4. China would like to work with all sides in implementing our consensus and to make greater 

contribution to building a regional community with shared future for health. 

5. In the previous two rounds, the countries also discussed how to work more closely together 

under China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to boost their post-COVID-19 economic recovery and 

agreed that countries linked by land ports should establish joint response mechanisms in border 

areas, apart from committing to greater information sharing and international cooperation. 
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Emergence of Asia and China: 

 

1. The U.S. faces an uphill task in seeking to lead a new multidimensional institution in the face of 

China’s re-emergence. 

2. The re-emergence of China is based on technology, innovation and trade balancing U.S. military 

superiority. 

3. At the same time, there is a clear trend of declining global trust in free-market liberalism, central 

to western civilisation. 

4. With the West experiencing a shock comparable to the one experienced by Asia, 200 years ago, 

the superiority of western civilisation is also under question. 

5. The novel coronavirus pandemic has accelerated the shift of global wealth to Asia suggesting 

an inclusive global order based on principles drawn from ancient Asian civilisations. 

6. Colonised Asia played no role in shaping the Industrial Revolution. 

 

Bilateralism versus multilateralism: 

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the varying nature of the challenges faced by the world.  

First, these challenges are cross-national in character. They respect no national boundaries and are not 

amenable to national solutions only.  

Second, these challenges are cross-domain in nature, with strong feedback loops. A disruption in one 

domain often cascades into parallel disruptions in other domains. 

The intersection of cross-national and cross-domain challenges demand multilateral approaches to 

reach out any solution.  

However, there has been an upsurge in narrow nationalism, an assertion of parochial interests over 

the pursuit of global (shared) interests, and a fostering of competition among states rather than 

embracing collaboration. Thus, multilateralism is possibly at its weakest today. 

 

CPEC extension: 

Quadrilateral dialogue with Afghanistan, Nepal and Pakistan, China’s Foreign Minister proposed 

extending the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to Afghanistan, as well as taking forward an 

economic corridor plan with Nepal, called the Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity 

Network. 
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China’s Foreign Minister told the conference the four countries were “connected by mountains and 

rivers”, and also offered to share China’s expertise and capacities on COVID-19 vaccines.  

The Foreign Minister also hit out at countries that had “politicised” the pandemic and “undermined 

cooperation for their own political needs”, saying they would be “nailed to history’s pillar of shame 

forever”. 

 

Conclusion: 

The global community has not been able to come on a single platform or frame a Global Agenda on 

issues related to terrorism, Climate Change, cybersecurity etc. 

Also, due to the lack of any global public health framework, Covid-19 has spread into a pandemic. 

China has been the factory to the world, but global investors have been seeking a gradual decoupling 

from China. This is due to the increasing cost of production and the trust deficit in China after Covid-19 

pandemic. 

In general, India needs to build multilateral trade blocs/economic groupings involving its South Asian 

neighbours along with Indian Ocean neighbours, while rejuvenating organisations such as BIMSTEC and 

IOR-ARC.  

Besides economic goals, such alliances can also broadly address non-traditional security threats.  

In short, India should not allow a “recession for multilateralism” in its diplomatic vision. 

 

15.Troubled waters: On Palk Bay fishing conflict 
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Context: 

The tragic death of four fishermen from Tamil Nadu, one of them a Sri Lankan Tamil refugee living in 

India allegedly when the Sri Lankan Navy was about to arrest them last week, is yet another instance of 

the unresolved fisheries conflict in the Palk Bay taking an unacceptable toll of lives.  

While fishermen in Tamil Nadu say the four were killed in an attack by the Sri Lankan Navy, the latter 

maintains that they died when their trawler collided with a naval vessel while trying to avoid being 

apprehended.  

 

India conveys ‘strong protest’ to Sri Lanka over death of Indian fishermen in Palk Strait: 

1. India has lodged a strong protest with the Sri Lankan authorities, who have set up a committee 

to find a permanent solution to the incursions by Indian fishermen.  

2. It was less than a month ago that the two countries resumed discussions through their Joint 

Working Group on fisheries after a three-year gap.  

3. India sought the early release of fishermen arrested in Sri Lankan waters, as well as the boats in 

Sri Lankan custody.  

4. Sri Lanka underscored the need to curb the illegal fishing, which adversely affects the livelihood 

of its war-affected fishermen.  

5. When the two sides decided to create a joint working group some years ago, they had agreed 

that there would be no violence or loss of life in the handling of the fishermen and that a 

hotline would be established between the respective Coast Guards.  

6. It is unfortunate that the hotline is yet to be operationalised, and deaths continue to occur. 

 

Source of conflict between India and Sri Lanka: 

1. Ever since Sri Lanka’s civil war ended in 2009, fishermen of Sri Lanka’s Tamil-majority north have 

been trying to start fishing. 

2. For decades, they had been denied access to the sea by the armed forces and the LTTE. They 

began rebuilding their lives with very limited resources and huge loans. 

3. They are confronting the challenge of bottom-trawlers, originating from Tamil Nadu and 

trespassing into their waters. 

4. Sri Lankan fishermen want an immediate end to incursions by Indian trawlers, and those from 

Tamil Nadu insist on a three-year phase-out period. 

 

The Palk Bay 
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Historically, the shallow waters of the Palk Bay and geographical contiguity between India and Sri Lanka 

facilitated the movement of ideas, goods, and men. 

1. The Palk Bay, a narrow strip of water separating the state of Tamil Nadu in India from the 

Northern Province of Sri Lanka. 

2. The bay, which is 137 km in length and varies from 64 to 137 kilometres in width, is divided by 

the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL). 

3. Bordering it are five Indian districts and three Sri Lankan districts. 

Fuelling the dispute over Katchatheevu is the overuse of mechanized trawlers in the Palk Bay, the 

damaging environmental and economic effects of trawling. 

To increase productivity and boost exports, the government of India embarked on a radical 

transformation of fishing techniques. The result was the introduction of trawlers. 

 

Continental shelf and resources: Article 297 Constitution of India:  

Things of value within territorial waters or continental shelf and resources of the exclusive economic 

zone to vest in the Union. 

(1) All lands, minerals and other things of value underlying the ocean within the territorial waters, or 

the continental shelf, or the exclusive economic zone, of India shall vest in the Union and be held for 

the purposes of the Union. 

(2) All other resources of the exclusive economic zone of India shall also vest in the Union and be held 

for the purposes of the Union. 

(3) The limits of the territorial waters, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic zone, and other 

maritime zones, of India shall be such as may be specified, from time to time, by or under any law made 

by Parliament. 

 

About Bottom trawling: 

1. Bottom trawling is an industrial fishing method where a large net with heavy weights is dragged 

across the seafloor.  

2. When the weighted nets and trawl doors are dragged along the seafloor, everything in their path 

is disturbed or destroyed, including seagrasses, coral reefs or rock gardens where fish hide from 

predators. 

3. Bottom trawls are used in catching marine life that live on the seafloor, such as shrimp, cod, sole 

and flounder.  
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4. The damage from bottom trawling is not limited to habitat destruction. As the net drags along 

the seafloor, all creatures in its path—fish, animals, marine mammals, plants, and turtles—are 

scooped up along the way. 

5. The fishing vessel keeps the targeted commercial species and discards the remaining, unwanted 

fish and animals—virtually all of it dead or dying. 

6. Once coral and sponge communities are destroyed, commercial fish and other species 

dependent on them for spawning, shelter, nurseries, protection, and food, may also disappear.  

7. In addition, overfished species such as rockfish and crab may need corals and other seafloor 

structures to provide appropriate habitat for recovery. 

 

Impact of Deep-Sea Trawling on Environment: 

1. The gears of Deep-Sea Trawling create huge on the life of marine plants and animals as well as 

the seafloor by disrupting the sediment column structure, overturning boulders, re-suspending 

sediments and imprinting deep scars on muddy bottoms. 

2. As we know that it is a method of Industrial fishing. Hence, profit motives drives more fishing or 

we can say overfishing that causes comprehensive ecological changes in the fish community. 

3. During deep sea trawling, fishes are not only the catch, but also other undesirable catches. The 

undesirable’s catches are thrown back to the sea, which reduces the marine ecosystem as well 

as increases the environmental pollution. 

4. The National Academy of Sciences states that the Deep Sea Trawling not only decreases the 

complexity, productivity, and biodiversity of benthic habitats but also damage the corals and 

sponges. 

 

Conclusion: 

Joint Working Group needs to escalate this matter for a long term sustainable solution. 

Spreading awareness among the fishermen regarding the consequences of bottom trawling. Transition 

from bottom trawling to deep sea fishing to be done. Skilling in this regard in necessary. 

Replacement of trawlers with deep sea fishing boats needs to done fast. The replacement cost should 

be shared by both the government with a bare minimum amount to be paid by fishermen. Monitoring 

of fishing activities needs to done. 

The humanitarian approach that has been expected to be the cornerstone of the approach to this 

conflict has not always been discernible.  

A comprehensive solution, one that would severely curtail unauthorised fishing and help in an orderly 

sharing of and sustainable use of resources by fishermen from both sides, is long overdue. 
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16.Dealing with India’s two-front challenge 

 

                

 

Context: Indian strategic thinking on a two-front war 

Till recently, any mention of a two-front war evoked two contrasting opinions. India’s military was 

firmly of the view that a collusive China-Pakistan military threat was a real possibility, and we must 

develop capabilities to counter this challenge.  

On the other hand, the political class in general and the mainstay of the country’s strategic community 

felt that a two-front threat was being over-hyped by the military to press for additional resources and 

funds.  

They argued that historically, China has never intervened militarily in any India-Pakistan conflict and 

that the economic, diplomatic, and political ties between India and China rule out any armed conflict 

between the two countries.  

As a result, Indian strategic thinking was overwhelmingly focused on Pakistan and the security 

considerations emanating from there. 

 

Urgent need for India-specific doctrine, suggests a policy paper 

China’s premeditated aggression and intrusions on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 

Eastern Ladakh, is a manifestation of its geopolitical intent to constrain, intimidate and dominate India.  

China has employed force levels unmatched since 1962 against India, which it regards as a future 

strategic rival.  
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The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) transgressions in Ladakh has also brought about greater physical 

proximity between and increased prospects of strategic and operational collusion between the 

militaries of China and Pakistan. 

Such developments should leave no doubt in the minds of Indian strategic planners and defence 

policymakers that India faces a two-front challenge. And it requires a major doctrinal and capability 

rethink. 

 

Case of contingency: If both neighbours conflicted at same time: 

1. In a two-front scenario, the larger challenge for India’s military would come if the hostilities 

break out along the northern border with China.  

2. In such a contingency, there is a likelihood that Pakistan would attempt to take advantage of 

India’s military preoccupation by limited military actions in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), and 

attempt to raise the level of militancy in Kashmir. 

3. It is unlikely that Pakistan would initiate a large-scale conflict to capture significant chunks of 

territory as that would lead to a full-blown war between three nuclear armed states.  

4. In such a contingency, the damage to Pakistan’s economy and military far outweighs the 

advantages of capturing some pieces of ground. Pakistan would prefer the low-risk option of 

pursuing a hybrid conflict that remains below the threshold of war. 

5. Even if the current India-China crisis on the border is resolved peacefully, China’s military 

challenge will occupy greater attention of Indian military planners in the months and years to 

come.  

6. This comes at a time when the situation along the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan has been 

steadily deteriorating.  

7. Between 2017 and 2019, there has been a four-fold increase in ceasefire violations. Some 

media reports had indicated that Pakistan had moved 20,000 troops into Gilgit-Baltistan, 

matching the Chinese deployments in Eastern Ladakh. 

 

China-Pakistan military links 

For sure, the Sino-Pakistan relationship is nothing new, but it has far serious implications today than 

perhaps ever before. China has always looked at Pakistan as a counter to India’s influence in South Asia. 

Over the years, the ties between the two countries have strengthened and there is a great deal of 

alignment in their strategic thinking.  

Military cooperation is growing, with China accounting for 73% of the total arms imports of Pakistan 

between 2015-2019. 
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The joint exercise between Pakistan and China will improve combat capacity of both air forces 

substantially and also enhance interoperability between them with greater strength and harmony. 

It would, therefore, be prudent for India to be ready for a two-front threat. In preparing for this, the 

Indian military needs to realistically analyse how this threat could manifest itself and the type of 

capabilities that should be built up to counter it. 

 

Dilemmas for India in situation of serious two-front threat: 

A two-front conflict presents the Indian military with two dilemmas — of resources and strategy.  

In an article, it estimates that about 60 combat squadrons are needed to deal with a serious two-front 

threat.  

This is double the number of squadrons currently with the Indian Air Force (IAF). Obviously, it is neither 

practical nor feasible to build a level of capability that enables independent war fighting on both fronts. 

Capability building also requires a serious debate, particularly in view of the fact that the country’s 

economic situation will not permit any significant increase in the defence Budget for the foreseeable 

future.  

There is too much focus on major platforms such as aircraft, ships, and tanks, and not enough on 

future technologies such as robotics, artificial intelligence, cyber, electronic warfare, etc.  

The right balance will have to be struck based on a detailed assessment of China and Pakistan’s war-

fighting strategies. 

 

Diplomacy has a crucial role to play in meeting the two-front challenge: 

To begin with, India would do well to improve relations with its neighbours so as not to be caught in 

an unfriendly neighbourhood given how Beijing and Islamabad will attempt to contain and constrain 

India in the region.  

The government’s current engagement of the key powers in West Asia, including Iran, should be 

further strengthened in order to ensure energy security, increase maritime cooperation and enhance 

goodwill in the extended neighbourhood.  

India must also ensure that its relationship with Russia is not sacrificed in favour of India-United States 

relations given that Russia could play a key role in defusing the severity of a regional gang up against 

India.  

Even as the Quad, or the quadrilateral security dialogue (India, Australia, Japan and the U.S) and the 

Indo-Pacific seem to form the mainstay of India’s new grand strategy, there is only so much that a 

maritime strategy can help ease the Sino-Pakistan pressure in the continental sphere. 
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Outreach to Kashmir: 

Politically, the stark military reality of a two-front challenge: 

one that is likely to grow stronger over the years, must serve as a wake-up call for the political 

leadership in New Delhi, and encourage it to look for ways to ease the pressure from either front.  

Easing pressure on the western front requires political will more than anything else. From a long-view 

perspective, therefore, a well-choreographed political outreach to Kashmir aimed at pacifying the 

aggrieved citizens there would go a long way towards that end. 

This could also lead to a potential rapprochement with Pakistan provided, of course, Pakistan can be 

persuaded to put an end to terrorist infiltration into Kashmir.  

 

Conclusion: 

It is important to remember that China, a rising and aggressive, superpower next door, is the bigger 

strategic threat for India, with Pakistan being a second-order accessory to Beijing’s ‘contain India 

strategy’. India would, therefore, do well to do what it can politically to reduce the effect of a collusive 

Sino-Pakistan containment strategy aimed at India. 

In conclusion, a research paper states that in a two-front threat scenario, the military asymmetry with 

China has widened while the gap in conventional asymmetry with Pakistan is narrowing.  

For countering the combined threat, the Indian Armed Forces need to develop an India-specific 

doctrine.  

This will help in fighting a full spectrum trench to space war across multiple domains and deploying 

technology as well as “boots on the ground” along the LOC and the LAC. 
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17.Reclaiming SAARC from the ashes of 2020 

 

                              

Introduction: 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in recent years: 

Thirty-six years after it first began, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), 

appears to be all but dead in the water.  

The year 2020 marked the sixth year since the leaders of the eight nations that make up SAARC were 

able to meet.  

Further evidence of its perilous position, if any was needed, came on the SAARC charter day on 

December 8, where PM Narendra Modi made it clear that India’s position on cross-border terrorism 

from Pakistan that led India to refuse to attend the SAARC summit in 2016 in Islamabad, is still in place.  
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This indicates that the grouping, which cannot convene unless all leaders agree to meet, is unlikely to 

do so in the near future. 

 

In recent years, the shadows over the meets: South Asia as a fragmented group: 

1. Over the past year, India-Pakistan issues have impacted other meetings of SAARC as well, 

making it easier for member countries, as well as international agencies to deal with South Asia 

as a fragmented group rather than a collective, working with each country in separate silos or in 

smaller configurations.  

2. However, the events of 2020, particularly the novel coronavirus pandemic and China’s 

aggressions at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) shone a new spotlight on this mechanism, and 

should make the India review its position and reverse that trend. 

3. India’s problems with Pakistan on terrorism, territorial claims and on its role in blocking SAARC 

initiatives on connectivity and trade are well known.  

4. Even so, India’s refusal to allow Pakistan to host the SAARC summit because of those problems is 

akin to giving Pakistan a ‘veto’ over the entire SAARC process. 

 

5. While China’s incursions in Ladakh and the Galwan killings constituted the larger concern in the 

year, India did not decline to attend meetings with the Chinese leadership at the SCO, the 

Russia-India-China trilateral, the G-20 and others.  

6. No concerns over territorial claims stopped the Modi government from engaging with Nepal 

either, despite Mr. K.P. Sharma Oli’s decision to change Nepal’s map and Constitution to include 

Indian territories.  

 

Pandemic-caused challenges: 

1. Reviving SAARC is crucial to countering the common challenges brought about by the pandemic.  

2. To begin with, studies have shown that South Asia’s experience of the pandemic has been 

unique from other regions of the world, and this needs to be studied further in a comprehensive 

manner (Pandemic Preparedness and Response to COVID-19 in South Asian Countries) in order 

to counter future pandemics.  

3. Such an approach is also necessary for the distribution and further trials needed for vaccines, as 

well as developing cold storage chains for the vast market that South Asia represents. 

4. The pandemic’s impact on South Asian economies is another area that calls for coordination.  

5. Apart from the overall GDP slowdown, global job cuts which will lead to an estimated 22% fall in 

revenue for migrant labour and expatriates from South Asian countries, there is an expected 
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loss of about 10.77 million jobs and $52.32 billion in GDP in the tourism sector alone from the 

impact of COVID-19.  

6. World Bank reports that have estimated the losses have all suggested that South Asian countries 

work as a collective to set standards for labour from the region, and also to promoting a more 

intra-regional, transnational approach towards tourism, citing successful examples including 

the ‘East Africa Single Joint Visa’ system, or similar joint tourism initiatives like in the Mekong 

region or the Caribbean islands. 

 

A time for regional initiatives: Benefit from an “all-of” South Asia approach: 

1. In the longer term, there will be a shift in priorities towards health security, food security, and 

job security, that will also benefit from an “all-of” South Asia approach.  

2. The impact of COVID-19 will be seen in broader, global trends: a growing distaste for 

‘globalisation’ of trade, travel and migration all of which were seen to have helped the pandemic 

spread from China, as well as a growing preference for nativism, self-dependence and localising 

supply chains.  

3. While it will be impossible for countries to cut themselves off from the global market entirely, 

regional initiatives will become the “Goldilocks option” (not too hot and not too cold), or the 

happy medium between globalisation and hyper-nationalism.  

4. It would be important to note therefore, that as the world is divided between regional trade 

arrangements such as new United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, or USMCA (North 

America), the Southern Common Market, or MERCOSUR for its Spanish initials (South America). 

5. The European Union (Europe), the African Continental Free Trade Area, or AfCFTA (Africa), the 

Gulf Cooperation Council, or GCC (Gulf) and Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, or 

RCEP (South East Asia and Australasia including China), India’s only regional trading agreement 

at present is the South Asian Free Trade Area, or SAFTA (with SAARC countries). 

 

Conclusion: India’s steps to be more bilateral: 

India stepped up its health and economic diplomacy in the region, but apart from one SAARC meeting 

convened by India in March 2020, these have been bilateral initiatives, not a combined effort for South 

Asia.  

These are some of the reasons that led all SAARC leaders other than India to urgently call for the revival 

of SAARC during their charter day messages. 

Despite the despondency, the rationale for its existence remains intact: while history and political 

grievances may be perceived differently, geography is reality.  
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Seen through Beijing’s prism, India’s SAARC neighbourhood may be a means to contain India, with the 

People’s Liberation Army strategies against India over the LAC at present, or in conjunction with 

Pakistan or Nepal at other disputed fronts in the future.  

India must find its own prism with which to view its South Asian neighbourhood as it should be: a unit 

that has a common future, and as a force-multiplier for India’s ambitions on the global stage. 

 

18.Reframing India’s foreign policy priorities 

 

             

 

Context: 

The year 2021 should see a cementing of the many trends that had their genesis in 2020.  

Leadership change in the United States is perhaps the most awaited change, but is unlikely to bring 

about a major power shift in the international arena.  

Even before the changeover, and despite the promise of a Biden presidency to invigorate the U.S.-

Europe axis, Europe has turned its back on the U.S. and revived its China links, by ‘concluding in 

principle the negotiations for an EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment’.  

In one swift move, Europe has thus shattered all hope that China would remain ostracised in 2021. 

Many countries will now find themselves scrambling for cover.  

India which has greatly curtailed its relations with China since April 2020, (in the wake of Chinese 

aggression in Eastern Ladakh) will find itself ‘out on a limb’, with many countries likely to seek closer 

economic relations with China now. 
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Present situation tells that India isolated from many International Groupings: 

1. At the start of 2021, India seems the odd man missing as far as these developments are 

concerned.  

2. No breakthrough in Sino-Indian relations has, or is likely to occur, and the confrontation 

between Indian and Chinese armed forces is expected to continue.  

3. India currently plays no significant role in West Asia. India-Iran relations today lack warmth. In 

Afghanistan, India has been marginalised as far as the peace process is concerned.  

4. While India’s charges against Pakistan of sponsoring terror have had some impact globally, it has 

further aggravated tensions between the two neighbours, and in the process, also helped 

Pakistan to cement its relations with China.  

5. While hostility between India and Nepal appears to have reduced lately, relations continue to be 

strained.  

6. Through a series of diplomatic visits, India has made valiant efforts to improve relations with 

some of its neighbours such as Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka, but as of now worthwhile 

results are not evident.  

7. One key takeaway is that as India-China relations deteriorate, India’s neighbours are not averse 

to taking sides, increasing India’s isolation. 

8. Whether India’s perceived marginalisation from global mainstream events as we enter 2021 

signifies a sharp drop-off in its foreign policy capabilities is, no doubt, debatable.  

9. India’s foreign policy objectives are to widen its sphere of influence, enhance its role across 

nations, and make its presence felt as an emerging power in an increasingly disruptive global 

system. It is a moot point though whether any of these objectives has been achieved.  

10. Today, India’s voice and counsel are seldom sought, or listened to. This is a far cry from what 

used to happen previously.  

11. India will serve as the president of the powerful UN Security Council for the month of August, 

2021, but if it is to make a real impact, it must be seen to possess substantial weight to shape 

policies, more so in its traditional areas of influence. 

12. Currently, India remains isolated from two important supranational bodies of which it used to 

be a founding member, viz., the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  

13. Efforts to whip up enthusiasm for newer institutions such as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), have hardly been successful.  
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14. India has opted out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) (a majority of 

Asian countries are members), and failed to take advantage of the RIC, or the Russia, India and 

China grouping, even as relations with Russia and China have deteriorated.  

 

A stronger China: Dominating in the Indo-Pacific Ocean: 

1. The year 2021, hence, begins on a triumphal note for China and China’s Supreme Leader, Xi 

Jinping.  

2. China is about the only major country which had a positive rate of growth at the end of 2020, 

and its economy is poised to grow even faster in 2021.  

3. Militarily, China has further strengthened itself, and now seeks to dominate the Indo-Pacific 

Ocean with its announcement of the launch of its third aircraft carrier in 2021.  

4. Simultaneously, it is seeking to strengthen its military coordination with Russia.  

5. International politics may not be very different from that in 2020, but any hope that the 

Compact of Democracy would emerge stronger will need to be eschewed. 

6. China is, hence, unlikely to concede any ground to its opponents across the world in 2021, a fact 

that India will need to reckon with.  

 

Economy first for Europe rather than politics: 

1. The China-EU Investment Treaty which saw Europe capitulating to China’s brandishments is an 

indication that Europe values its economy more than its politics. 

2. Major changes are afoot in Eurasia and West Asia which could lead to significant shifts.  

3. Russia is beginning to display greater interest in the affairs of countries on its periphery and, 

together with strengthening ties with China and reaching an entente with Turkey, this seems to 

signal reduced interest in countries such as India.  

4. In West Asia, the Abraham Accords, leading to a realignment of forces in the Arab world, have 

sharpened the division between the Saudi Bloc and Iran-Turkey.  

5. Despite the hype surrounding the Abraham Accords, the situation, however, remains fluid and 

has not reduced the risk of a confrontation between Iran and Israel. This does pose problems for 

India, since both have relations with it.  

6. Meanwhile, China demonstrates a willingness to play a much larger role in the region, including 

contemplating a 25-year strategic cooperation agreement with Iran. 

7. Saudi Arabia could find the going difficult in 2021, with a Biden Administration taking charge in 

Washington.  
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8. The healing of wounds among the Sunni Arab states in the region should be viewed as a pyrrhic 

victory at best for Saudi Arabia. One by-product of this could be a sharpening of hostilities 

between the Sunni and Shia camps.  

9. Given the strategic flux in the region, Iran could well be tempted to use its nuclear capability to 

enhance its position, confident that the West may be unwilling to challenge it at this juncture. 

 

India must manage dynamic interaction between domestic policies of India and its neighbours: 

1. The aim of the restructuring is to ensure that domestic policies and objectives are achieved in a 

much more synergistic fashion than in the past.  

2. Indian diplomacy has seen monumental changes over the centuries. These transformations have 

allowed the country to cope with the changing demands of external affairs.  

3. As the MEA prepares itself to meet the aspirations of a 21st-century India, it is clear that the 

process of evolution in its institutional underpinnings will have to be a constant one.  

4. Getting the institutional design right is key for effective policymaking and given the scale and 

scope of global transformation, the MEA’s journey may have only just begun. 

 

Conclusion: 

The subcontinent has historically been an integrated geopolitical space with a shared civilisational 

heritage.  

Equally true is the reality of multiple contemporary sovereignties within South Asia. In dealing with 

these twin realities, the principles guiding India’s engagement are not too difficult to discern. 

As part of the ideational restructuring of India’s foreign policy, what is urgently required, apart from 

competent statecraft, is the adoption of prudent policies, pursuit of realistically achievable 

objectives, and, above all, a demonstration of continuity of policy, irrespective of changes in the nature 

of the Administration.  

These may be time consuming, but are a surer recipe for success in attaining foreign policy objectives. 

India will always be a dependable partner and reliable friend and is committed to strengthening 

bilateral ties on the basis of mutual trust, mutual interest, mutual respect and mutual sensitivity. 

These are not easy principles to follow.  

But the new vocabulary on “mutual respect and mutual sensitivity” is certainly welcome.  

India’s consistent pursuit of this framework could help India better manage the complex dynamic with 

its neighbours. 
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GENERAL STUDIES III 
 

1.Rise of shadow entrepreneurship 

 

           

 

Context: 

Recently, a professor at a business school allegedly misused his faculty position to provide fake 

certificates to students whom he had compelled to attend an online course that he taught.  

He essentially took advantage of India’s rising pre-pandemic gig economy in education. When 

authorities at the institution discovered the racket, they suspended him.  

This is a cautionary tale for the global rise of shadow entrepreneurship, not just in education but other 

sectors such as finance (for easy loans), the betting economy (online games) and healthcare (e-

pharmacies).  

 

Supply and Demand shock: What might drive the rise of shadow entrepreneurship?  

1. When there is a supply and demand shock as momentous as COVID-19, a new market may open 

up to tackle the shifting inwards of markets, owing to rising prices and lower quantities available.  
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2. Shadow entrepreneurs, offering the allure of technology-mediated services, can help release 

the associated distortions and frictions in the market by offering complementary services that 

traditional service providers may be constrained to offer or consumers might not be able to 

access due to lockdown constraints.  

3. This could produce a redistribution of old consumers towards these new markets provided 

through technology and also entry of new consumers.  

4. While markets may self-correct using the invisible hand principles, the initial spike in demand 

and ensuing lock-in effects might imply higher market power for early movers. 

5. The manifestation of such market power will happen through a variety of ways beyond the 

obvious price setting effects.  

6. Small firms will get acquired by large firms. First movers in the space with deep pockets could 

generate irrationally high valuations.  

7. This may also show up with cross-border and national security implications as recently reported 

about shady loans being provided by Chinese instant loan providers online.  

8. Such technology-mediated shadow entrepreneurial platforms could also harbour less than safe 

spaces as is happening with harassment in Indian telemedicine platforms. 

9. It will also mean that unscrupulous individuals who are not entrepreneurs per se but are 

complementary service providers will potentially take more advantage of these post-pandemic 

market constraints, extracting money from consumers by means such as document forgery.  

10. Clearly, while such shadow entrepreneurialism may spike short-run welfare effects with 

technology mediated access, they could create perverse welfare consequences in the long run. 

 

Challenges in Gig Economy and Shadow Entrepreneurship: 

1. The gig economy thrives largely unregulated, therefore workers have little job security and few 

benefits. 

2. However, few argue that the gig economy in India with respect to workers not getting any social 

security, insurance, etc. is an extension of India’s informal labour, which has been prevalent for a 

long time and has remained unregulated. 

3. With the tech companies coming in, there is data available, making it a possibility to enable job 

security. 

4. A worker needs to be skilled enough. Unless a person is extremely talented, his bargaining 

power will necessarily be limited. 

5. While companies routinely invest in training employees, a gig-economy worker will have to 

upgrade his skills on his own at his own cost. 
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6. There are already many more potential online independent workers than jobs, and this 

demand-supply mismatch will only get worse over time, depressing wages. 

 

How the Gig Economy Is Fuelling A New Type Of Entrepreneur? 

1. The gig economy has facilitated a new breed of worker: people who want the freedom and 

flexibility to call their own shots, without being tied to a corporate objective.  

2. To study the effect of the gig economy on entrepreneurship, the researchers looked at the entry 

of ride-hailing services such as Uber and Lyft into nearly 1,200 US cities and towns through 2016.  

3. Because the services entered different cities at different times, the researchers were able to get 

a before-and-after view of entrepreneurship in each market relative to the advent of the gig 

economy locally. 

4. By creating a space for people to explore and develop new skills, franchising provides a secure 

way to access the gig economy: a hands-on career with unlimited opportunity for growth, on 

your own terms.  

5. The way we see it, the future of work isn’t just about freedom and flexibility, it’s about finding a 

stable opportunity that allows you to create the life of your dreams. 

 

What is then the way forward to regulate such activity?  

1. As research by Amit Seru at Stanford University and his colleagues found through studying 

shadow finance in the U.S., or research by the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad 

found in the world of private coaching houses in Indian education, strong monitoring of quality 

would be essential.  

2. This needs to be complemented with non-compliance being punishable with a jail term, 

clamping down on services and related strict consequences.  

3. Those shadow firms that comply are more than welcome to join the dominant mode of service 

delivery with non-shadow firms.  

4. But without regulation, the situation could spiral out of control, given monitoring needs of 

public goods distribution for the developing world.  

5. There also needs to be an associated harmonisation of activities between competition 

authorities of governments (in India’s case the Ministry of Corporate Affairs in regulating shadow 

entrepreneurship and government departments in healthcare, education or finance). 

 

Conclusion: 
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There is a need for the government to step in and implement radical changes in labour laws or 

implement tax rebates and concessions that can be passed on directly to drivers or delivery partners as 

health or insurance benefits. 

There is a large shadow economy literature mainly arguing that the share of the informal activity is a 

function of the tax and enforcement policies.  

The main idea in this literature is that high taxes on formal production and loose enforcement, which 

is often the case in LDCs, encourage informal economic activity. 

However, some experts say that this would directly affect prices of service delivered to the end 

customer. 

Given the potential perverse consequences of shadow entrepreneurship in the long run for consumer 

welfare, regulation is needed to monitor quality of services. 

 

2.Bring pulses under Public Distribution System 

 

 

 

Brief Background: 

Two back-to-back deficient monsoon years (2014-15 & 2015-16) resulted in sharp fall in production of 

pulses in the country 16.32 million tonnes (mt) in crop-year 2015-16, the lowest in the decade.  

In October 2015, tur or arhar dal retail prices rose to a record Rs 200/kg because of a huge demand-

supply gap. All the other pulses, including chana, moong and urad saw a spike in prices. 
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The government increased the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for pulses and stepped-up imports to 

control prices.  

India signed an MoU with Mozambique for importing pulses over the next five years.  

The government also created a 2 mt of buffer stock of pulses, under the Price Stabilization Scheme.  

 

Nutrition problems in India:  

1. Micronutrient Deficiency: It is a term used to refer to diseases caused by a dietary deficiency of 

vitamins or minerals. 

2. The Global Hunger Index, 2019, reported that India suffers from a “serious” hunger problem is 

ranked 102 out of 117 countries.  

3. It also held that just a tenth of children between 6 to 23 months is fed a minimum acceptable 

diet. 

4. India’s Nutrition Policy of 1993 called for the adoption of a multi-sectoral approach and the 

implementation of a wide range of measures to achieve the goal of optimum nutrition for all.  

5. The National Horticulture Mission can be one of the ways to address micronutrient deficiency 

effectively. 

6. In 2018-19, the Government of India launched a National Millet Mission which included 

renaming millets as “Nutri-cereals”. 

7. Also, 2018-19 was designated as the year of Millets, to promote nutritious cereals in a campaign 

mode across the country. 

8. As millets have the potential to address micronutrient deficiencies, the momentum given to 

these cereals needs to be sustained. 

9. In pursuance of this, many welfare schemes have been launched to address malnutrition. 

 

Problem of disposal of stocks of Pulses: 

1. The disposal of the large volumes of procured stocks of pulses under the Open Market Sale 

Scheme (OMSS) by NAFED faces a significant challenge, particularly in depressed market 

conditions.  

2. Unlike oilseeds, pulses are prone to infestation during prolonged storage; thus, timely disposal 

of stocks assumes significance.  

3. The average price recovery in the disposal of PSS stocks under OMSS by NAFED has been even 

less than MSP.  
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4. It is established that the market price continues to prevail at a much lower level than MSP.  

5. Traders and processors, who earlier used to buy pulses directly from the farmers, now wait for 

the NAFED’s OMSS. 

6. “Stocks of pulses and oilseeds procured under PSS have continued to pose a problem of 

disposal for NAFED as stocks are sold at a discounted price, well below the MSP.  

7. As a result, it depresses market prices and discourages the private sector to procure directly 

from farmers”, the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) says in its ‘Price Policy 

for Rabi crops for the marketing season (2021-22)’ report. 

8. CACP observed that disposal of pulses procured under the PSS by NAFED has been a challenge as 

the federation incurs heavy losses in the open market, and sale of stocks depresses market 

prices.  

9. There is a need to formulate a policy for the sale of pulses stocks like wheat and rice.  

 

Price Support Scheme (PSS) to ensure stability: 

The purpose was to ensure stability in prices as well as provide MSP to farmers under the Price 

Support Scheme (PSS) specifically meant for pulses, oilseed and cotton growers. 

Nutrition goes beyond just food, with economic, health, water sanitation, gender perspectives and 

social norms contributing to better nutrition.  

This is why the proper implementation of other schemes can also contribute to better nutrition. 

The convergence of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Jal Jeevan mission with schemes pertaining to nutrition, 

will bring holistic changes to India’s nutrition scenario. 

With the largest number of undernourished people in the world, India needs to hasten to achieve 

Sustainable Development Goal 2 of ‘Zero Hunger’ by 2030. 

 

Distribution of pulses under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY): 

1. Distribution of pulses under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) to about 19.5 

crore households is a welcome step and will help in disposal of stocks without depressing 

market prices and also address the issue of malnutrition. 

2. More than 1.2 mt of pulses (1 kg of free pulse to each household) were distributed under 

PMGKAY to those covered under the National Food Security Act, in April-November, 2020.  

3. The aim was to ensure pulses to poor people at affordable rates and reduction of the sale of 

pulses under OMSS by NAFED, which often brings down the mandi prices of the freshly 

harvested crop, hurting pulse-farmers.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 83 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

4. More than a million tonne of pulses were allocated to states under this pilot scheme. 

5. The Economic Survey 2019-2020 notes that “Food is not just an end in itself but also an essential 

ingredient in the growth of human capital and therefore important for national wealth 

creation”. Therefore, India should give special attention to nutrition. 

 

Conclusion: 

The pulses production in the country has increased significantly in the last five years. We need to 

leverage this for supplying pulses through PDS to provide nutritional security to masses. 

Currently, pulses from NAFED’s buffer stocks are being supplied to meet requirements of the school 

mid-day meal, ICDS nutritional support and the food stock earmarked for the army and central 

paramilitary forces. 

However, the government must consider proposals to include pulses under the Public Distribution 

System for ensuring nutritional security to a large mass of people without impacting the market prices. 

 

3.India needs to invest urgently in climate action 
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Introduction: 

The phrase ‘new normal’ has become very popular in 2020. Often, one will hear it in the context of life 

during the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.  

However, its usage is not exclusive to the pandemic. Climate disasters, especially in India, also form 

part of a new normal. 

India continues to suffer the brunt of climate disasters like drought, floods, heatwaves, crop failures, 

landslides, tropical storms, and cyclones in 2020.  

 

India was the fifth most affected country by climate change: 

1. It was not shocking when Germanwatch, an environmental non-profit think tank, reported in 

2018, that India was the fifth most affected country by climate change, globally. 

2. In the last two years, the country has been hit by at least one extreme climate event every 

month.  

3. According to the World Risk Index 2020, India is the fourth-most-at-risk country in South Asia, 

after Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

4. There is no doubt that climate change is real and its implications are disastrous. 

5. Historically, internal migration in India occurred due to factors like ethnicity, kinship, work 

opportunities, or access to better healthcare and education.  

6. More recently, climate disasters also contribute to displacement (involuntary and unplanned) 

and migration (voluntary and planned) in India.  

7. In 2018 alone, nearly 2.7 million Indians were either displaced or have migrated due to climate-

induced distress. 

 

Skewed impact on the lives of disadvantaged people: 

1. Climate disasters generally have a disproportionate impact on the lives of disadvantaged people 

who are least responsible for contributing to climate change but are most vulnerable to have 

their lives, homes, families and livelihoods destroyed by climate disasters. 

2. Gender inequalities make things worse. Women and children are facing the brunt of climate-

induced migration. United Nations figures suggest that about 80 per cent of people displaced by 

climate change are women. 

3. A 2016 UN report found that only 0.01 per cent of the global funding was spent on projects 

addressing both climate change and gender.  
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4. The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) established that environmental 

stress leads to an increase in gender-based violence. 

5. This includes domestic abuse, sexual assault, rape, forced prostitution, forced marriages and an 

increase in human trafficking in naturally distressed regions.  

6. In India, when men are forced to abandon their farms and migrate in search of work, women are 

left behind to manage the household responsibilities and care for their families. 

7. Women also make up for a significant share in the workforce of different sectors, like 

agriculture, that are most vulnerable to the impact of climate change. 

 

Needs of the hour: 

1. Migrants are often considered a hot topic in Indian politics.  

2. Climate-induced migration and displacement, however, is yet to find the attention of political 

discourse and public policy.  

3. A good starting point to create effective policies is researching the reasons for climate migration 

and coping mechanisms adopted by migrants. 

4. Political actors in India should divorce climate migrants from undocumented immigrants.  

5. An appropriate humanitarian response would be to recognise and define climate migrants as 

well as create legal frameworks to grant them their rights and entitlements to their recovery 

from climate disasters. 

6. Public policy actors cannot remain gender-neutral particularly when climate change inflicts a 

disproportionate burden on women.  

 

Need of the hour: Climate finance Compelling financial tool: 

1. A gender perspective is important to better understand the linkage between climate disasters 

and climate migrants. 

2. Gender-based violence needs to be acknowledged to reimagine climate governance and to 

adopt gender-sensitive responses to climate-induced migration.  

3. Moreover, disaggregated migration data by gender will help in better understanding the 

inequalities and drafting suitable policies to support women and strengthen their resilience. 

4. India’s ambitious targets to cut carbon emissions require strong political will, meaningful 

engagements and sustainable plans.  

5. Large-scale construction projects should be assessed for greenhouse gas emissions, 

environmental degradation and potential impact on the lives of local people and resources. 
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6. India should increase its spending on research and innovation to make housing more climate-

resilient.  

7. It also needs long-term plans to construct rehabilitation centers for climate migrants, especially 

for 250 million vulnerable people residing along the 7,500 km long coastline of India. 

8. Climate finance can prove to be a compelling financial tool to align India’s growth with various 

climate change measures.  

 

Conclusion: 

India’s Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) estimated that $2.5 trillion is needed 

from 2015 to 2030 to reduce India’s carbon intensity by 33-35 per cent by 2030 from its 2005 levels. 

The 2015 Economic Survey of India argued that international climate finance is necessary to meet the 

difference over what can be made available from domestic sources.  

Therefore, the government of India needs to recognise that there is an urgent need to invest in 

climate action. 

It should engage with sector experts and increase participation of leading organisations in the field of 

climate finance to explore the possibility of leveraging innovative finance from global development 

finance institutions and philanthropic investors. 

 

4.More flash droughts in India by end of century 
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Background: 

In 1979, India faced a severe flash drought, affecting about 40% of the country and taking a toll on 

agriculture.  

An article published that year in the journal India International Centre Quarterly noted that the big 

granaries of Uttar Pradesh and Andhra were affected, and the country suffered a loss of about ₹5,000 

crores.  

A new study has now pointed out that India could experience more such flash droughts by the end of 

this century. 

 

Conditions for Drought to occur: 

1. As defined by the IMD, drought is a consequence of the natural reduction in the amount of 

precipitation for a long period of time.  

2. Drought is often associated with other climatic factors like high winds and temperatures and 

low relative humidity. These factors can aggravate the severity of the drought event. 

3. As per the Manual for Drought Management 2016, drought is declared considering following 

two indicative factors: 

a. The extent of rainfall deviation (depreciation) 

b. The consequent dry spell 

4. IMD declares a year to be a drought year, in case the area is affected by moderate and severe 

drought, either individually or together and for 20-40% of the total area of the country.  

5. A seasonal deficiency during the South-West monsoon season in the country as a whole should 

be 10% or more. 

6. A drought year is called ‘All India Severe Drought Year’ if its spatial coverage is more than 40% 

of the total area. 

7. As reported by the Drought Early Warning System (DEWS), a real-time drought monitoring 

platform, in March 2019, about 42% of India’s land area is under drought with 6% exceptionally 

dry - four times the special extent of the drought last year. 

8. Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra, parts of the North-East, 

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Telangana (home to 40% of the country's population, i.e 500 million 

people) are the worst hit. 

 

In news: Flash droughts: 

Flash droughts are those that occur very quickly, with soil moisture depleting rapidly.  
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Normally, developing drought conditions take months, but these happen within a week or in two 

weeks’ time.  

Several factors including atmospheric anomalies, anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions play an 

important role. 

 

Cycle of extremes: On droughts and floods: 

1. Long periods of drought and then a sudden bout of excessive rainfall, bringing floods has 

become a hallmark of Indian Monsoon for the last few years.  

2. A common feature of drought and floods with coexistence poses a potent threat that cannot be 

eradicated but has to be managed.  

3. The ongoing climate change has caused a significant increase in global temperature and this can 

lead to more and more flash droughts in the coming years.  

4. If we can meet the ‘Paris Agreement’ goals and limit global warming to well below 2 degrees C, 

the numbers and frequency of the projected flash droughts may go down,” says from the Civil 

Engineering and Earth Sciences at IIT Gandhinagar.  

5. The team of IIT Gandhinagar analysed the major flash droughts that occurred from 1951 to 2016 

in India.  

6. They simulated the soil moisture using the meteorological data obtained from the India 

meteorological department.  

7. Duration, intensity, and area of the flash droughts were studied and an overall severity score 

was given.  

8. The top five flash droughts based on the overall severity score occurred in 1979 followed by 

2009,1951,1986 and 2005. 

 

Adverse Impacts created by Droughts: 

1. Drought causes economic, environmental and social impacts. 

2. The first-round impacts on agriculture and water resources account for a significant proportion 

of drought impacts. 

3. Others are follow-up impacts on the population immediately affected by drought, such as farmer 

incomes and the health, nutrition, and education status of drought-affected populations. 

4. A third level is on downstream activities, such as industries reliant on agriculture and water. 

5. Finally, there are the diffuse and longer-term impacts on growth, trade, foreign exchange, fiscal 

balance, and so on. 
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6. Crop Weather Watch Group (CWWG), an inter-Ministerial mechanism, evaluates information 

and data furnished by IMD and other scientific and technical bodies to determine the likely 

impact of meteorological events and other environmental parameters on agriculture. 

 

Need of the Hour: Predicting droughts: 

1. The team has planned future studies that will consider the flash-drought prediction ahead of 

time using operational meteorological forecasts from India Meteorological Department.  

2. They explain that this will help manage irrigation water demands and avoid considerable losses 

in agriculture. 

3. To predict the future flash droughts the team used a Community Earth System Model which 

simulates the summer monsoon precipitation, sea surface temperature, role of El Nino Southern 

Oscillation, and air temperature over India. 

4. The analysis showed a considerable rise in the frequency of extremely dry and hot years in the 

coming three decades. They also examined the role of greenhouse gas emissions, industrial 

aerosols, and land-use/land-cover change.  

5. The frequency of concurrent hot and dry extremes is projected to rise by about five-fold, 

causing an approximately seven-fold increase in flash droughts like 1979 by the end of the 21st 

century. 

6. They conclude that this increased frequency of flash droughts can have deleterious implications 

for crop production, irrigation demands and groundwater abstraction in India. 

 

Way Forward: 

International Efforts to mitigate Droughts: 

1. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched the Integrated Drylands 

Development Programme (IDDP) with the overall goal to strengthen resilience by working on 

the twin vulnerabilities of poverty and unsustainable land management in the drylands. 

2. The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) developed a Drought Risk 

Reduction framework that takes an integrated development approach and provides a 

comprehensive framework for both higher-level and local action. 

3. The Integrated Drought Management Programme (IDMP) and its partners have adopted three 

pillars of drought management: 

4. Drought monitoring and early warning systems to determine drought status. 

5. Vulnerability and impact assessment to determine who and what are at risk and why. 
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6. Mitigation, drought preparedness, and response to set out actions and measures to mitigate 

drought impacts and to prepare to respond to drought emergencies. 

7. There is a need for a more organized and common conceptual framework for assessing drought 

risk and for analysing the “Benefits of Action and Costs of Inaction” (BACI). 

8. The framework is set out within the model for the overall process of developing a National 

Drought Management Policy, which was codified by the World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO) and the Global Water Partnership (GWP) in their 2014 National Drought Management 

Policy Guidelines. 

 

5.How serious is the bird flu outbreak in India, and how can it be contained? 

 

           

 

Context: 

Avian influenza, popularly known as bird flu, has been reported from Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya 

Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh in recent weeks.  

In recent, reports of unusual deaths of a large number of birds, including wild ones, started coming in 

from many States, indicating that the virus is being actively transmitted among various bird groups.  

 

Spread of the disease through outbreaks of H5N1 and H5N8: 

1. The two virus types identified so far in the outbreaks H5N1 and H5N8 come under the category 

of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), which is of major concern to those keeping birds, 

because it leads to disease and death of fowl and causes economic havoc. H5N1 is a known 

threat to humans as well.  
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2. The spread of the disease in a variety of birds in several geographical regions, and the seasonal 

movement of migratory birds, have prompted the Centre to issue an alert to States to adhere to 

the National Action Plan for Prevention, Control and Containment of Avian Influenza 2021.  

3. Internationally, the World Animal Health Information System in December 2020 identified 

outbreaks of HPAI in Taiwan, Iran, Israel, Japan, South Korea and Vietnam, a dozen European 

Union countries, Ukraine, Russia and the U.K., leading to a loss of over 4.8 million birds by the 

end of December 2020. 

While avian influenza virus crossing the species barrier and directly infecting humans happens 

occasionally, human-to-human spread has been rare.  

But mutations or genetic reassortment of an avian influenza A virus and a human influenza A virus in 

a person can create a new influenza A virus that could likely result in sustained transmission between 

humans, thus increasing the risk of a pandemic influenza.  

Hence, all efforts should be directed at stamping out the outbreaks in the affected States. It is also 

important to undertake genome sequencing of virus samples to track the evolution of the virus. 

 

How serious is avian flu for bird health? 

Avian Influenza (AI) is a highly contagious viral disease, affecting a variety of birds, including those 

connected with human consumption chickens, ducks, turkeys, quails as well as pet birds and wild birds.  

The World Organization for Animal Health, which collaborates with the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), says HPAI virus strains H5N1, H5N2, H5N8, 

H7N8 have been identified in outbreaks, indicating active circulation.  

Infection histories point to H5N1 and H7N9 viruses posing a threat to human health as well. 

 

What is the economic impact of bird flu? 

1. India’s poultry sector, according to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, is worth 

Rs.80,000 crore, of which the organised sector represents 80%, and the rest is distributed 

among unorganised sectors, including backyard poultry-keeping which is crucial for income and 

nutritional security. 

2. Exports, mainly focused on West Asia, neighbouring countries and East Asia, were valued at 

₹532 crore in 2017, with an emphasis on processed products such as egg powder, yolk powder, 

pharma ingredients, and chicken products.  

3. Avian flu is seen as a threat to the further growth of the sector as a whole. 

4. By the government’s estimates, there are 30 million farmers who keep backyard birds, while 

small and medium farmers who contribute to aggregators are crucial players in the larger 
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ecosystem. India has a base of over 729 million poultry birds, of which 30% are layers and 40% 

are broilers, according to the National Action Plan for Egg and Poultry 2022.  

5. This large base shows that a serious outbreak of HPAI, as was witnessed during 2005-06 in some 

States, can be catastrophic. During that year, official data put the number of culled birds at over 

one million. 

6. In later years, bird flu surfaced in several States, such as Manipur, Assam, West Bengal, Tripura, 

Bihar, and Kerala, leading to destruction of millions of birds. 

7. Where culling of birds is undertaken to combat bird flu, the National Action Plan prescribes 

compensation to be given to farmers at fixed rates. This, once again, underscores the value of 

prevention to protect captive birds. 

 

Way Forward: Steps can be taken to minimise risk to domestic birds: 

1. Governments lay down biosecurity measures to keep domestic birds safe from transmission by 

wild or migratory birds and prevent local spread.  

2. The protocol involves active surveillance of bird areas to identify emerging outbreaks.  

3. On the other hand, it is wrong and counterproductive, the FAO cautions, to attempt elimination 

of wild birds near human settlements through hunting, poisoning, and habitat destruction.  

4. Such activity disperses wild birds, and the viruses, to new areas. Moreover, hunting of wild birds 

and the absence of biosecurity measures bring the viruses directly to domestic fowl. 

5. In the wake of an outbreak in 2020, the U.K. issued advice making it legally necessary for bird-

keepers in that country to house them in such a manner that they do not come into contact 

with wild birds.  

 

Conclusion: 

The measures, which have general relevance to farmers everywhere, include housing or netting all 

captive birds, cleansing and disinfecting clothing, footwear and vehicles, reduction of people’s 

movement in the farm bird areas to reduce contamination. 

Eliminating or reducing contact between captive and wild birds, particularly through feed and water 

storage, and cleansing and disinfecting production areas. The U.K. uses a checklist approach to help 

farmers with best practices. 

In India, the Central government requires veterinary staff to conduct inspections periodically under the 

Prevention and Control of Infectious and Contagious Diseases in Animals Act, 2009, to catch any signs 

of disease among birds and other animals early.  
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However, aquatic wild birds are often found in close proximity to domestic ones in many locations in 

India, near lakes, dams and reservoirs, making it difficult to achieve segregation. The waterways of 

Kerala are a good example of this phenomenon. 
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ESSAYS 

 
Write an essay on the following topic in not more than 1000-1200 words: 
 

 January 03, 2021: The Covid pandemic has revealed the urgent need for effective 
governance everywhere 
 

 January 10, 2021: Life is long journey between human being and being humane 
 

 January 17, 2021: Mindful manifesto is the catalyst to a tranquil self 
 

 January 24, 2021: Ships do not sink because of water around them , ships sink 
because of water that gets into them 

 
 January 31, 2021: Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication 

 
 

 
*** 
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