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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Of the three legitimate ways of engaging the State effectively and meaningfully, protest 

has become the only way in which the State under a powerful ruler can be influenced in 

India. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Business Standard  
Why the question: 
Indians are facing momentous change, a shattered economy, an almost absent opposition, a reticent 
judiciary, and no real means to represent themselves before the power except with their physical 
selves. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the various ways that the citizens can engage with the state and to see the why people 
resort to protests rather than go through the electoral route or litigation. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about three lawful ways to engage with the State: Vote, litigation and protest. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention why protests are seen as the only way to influence the government and 
reasons for increasing trends of protests over the past decades. Emergence of populism, Lack of 
effective opposition, lack of judicial checks and single party majority etc. Give examples to 
substantiate your points. 
In the next part, though protests are a constitutional right, mention about the limitations of protests 
and the need to make use of all the three modes available in the democracy to hold the government 
accountable. Suggest steps to strengthen the voter accountability and litigation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Democracies offer their citizenry three lawful ways in which to engage with the State: Vote, litigation 

and protest. All three are equal and all three equally legitimate. Peaceful assembly is a fundamental 

right both in the United States and in India, under Article 19. A fundamental right is one that enjoys 

a high degree of protection from State encroachment. 

Body: 

 Purpose of a protest: 

 Protests encourage the development of an engaged and informed citizenry. 

 They strengthen representative democracy by enabling direct participation in public 

affairs. 

 They enable individuals and groups to express dissent and grievances, to share views 

and opinions, to expose flaws in governance and to publicly demand that the authorities 

and other powerful entities rectify problems and are accountable for their actions. 
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 A clear issue or problem is identified. 

 A symbol of some kind is used to shine a bright light on the issue and to galvanize 

support. 

 The protest is conducted peaceably. 

 The issue and the proposed solution are communicated clearly (i.e., what the protestors 

want and how to get it). 

 Emergence of populism, Lack of effective opposition, lack of judicial checks and single 

party majority 

 The significance of the right to protest in a democracy: 

 Convinced that protests constitute a fundamental pillar of democracy and complement the 

holding of free and fair elections; 

 Recalling that protests occur in all societies, as people stand up for their civil, political, economic, 

cultural and social rights, struggle against repression, fight against poverty, protect the 

environment or demand sustainable development, and thereby contribute towards progress; 

 Bearing in mind that participating in protests enables all people to individually and collectively 

express dissent and seek to influence and strengthen governments’ policymaking and governing 

practices, as well as the actions of other powerful entities in society; 

 Highlighting that the right to protest embodies the exercise of a number of indivisible, 

interdependent and interconnected human rights, in particular the rights to freedom of 

expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the right to take part in the 

conduct of public affairs, the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right to 

strike, the right to take part in cultural life, as well as the rights to life, privacy, liberty and 

security of the person, and the right to freedom from discrimination; 

 Recognizing that a free and independent media and digital technologies are essential for 

ensuring the public is informed about protests and their context, for facilitating and organising 

protests, for enabling the free flow of information between all actors concerned in protests, and 

for monitoring and reporting on violations; 

 Acknowledging that digital technologies and the internet also provide a platform for online 

protests. 

 Emphasizing the invaluable role of civil society, including journalists and human rights defenders, 

in protests, including through their organisation and mobilisation of others, and by 

documenting, reporting on, and demanding accountability for violations of the rights of 

protesters; 

 Expressing our abhorrence at brutal repression against many protests, including the 

unnecessary, excessive and unlawful use of force, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, 

torture, summary executions or extrajudicial killings; 

 Deeply concerned by legal, policy and law enforcement measures that deter, prevent or obstruct 

protests, including detention, harassment and intimidation, and disproportionate criminal, 

administrative and civil sanctions against protesters; 
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 Cognizant that the development of surveillance technologies and the data retention capabilities 

of both public authorities and private actors may violate the human rights of protesters and 

have a chilling effect on protests generally; 

 Desiring to demand that governments fulfil their obligation to respect, protect and facilitate the 

enjoyment of the right to protest without discrimination of any kind, to avoid unlawful, 

unjustified or unnecessary restrictions, and to ensure accountability for violations; and to 

encourage private entities to meet their responsibilities in this regard. 

 The right to protest and freedom of association can be limited in certain circumstances.  

 The interests of national security or public safety 

 The prevention of disorder or crime 

 The protection of health or morals 

 The protection of others’ rights and freedoms. 

 Of the three legitimate ways of engaging the State effectively and meaningfully, protest has 

become the only way in which the State under a powerful ruler can be influenced. It shows the 

failure of the democratic system in India. 

 Make use of all the three modes available in the democracy to hold the government 

accountable. 

Conclusion: 

During points of widespread tension or controversy within a society, it is important for government 

institutions to recognize this right. A democracy’s ability to preserve its citizen’s right to protest is a 

result of that democracy’s “political health. 

Democracies must evolve ways to curb the extraordinary influence that the social 

media platforms wield today. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 

Introduction: 

While the advantages of social media are so many, the threats to internal security in various 

forms like Cyber Terrorism, Fraud, crime, spreading violence, etc. are alarmingly become frequent 

now. Various external state and non-state actors are using various social media platforms to spread 

propaganda globally, including in India. 

Body: 

As internet has increased its reach and has become very accessible, it is a tool effectively used by 

state and non-state actors to spread ‘Internet-enabled’ terrorism, spread hate and tensions and 

disrupt the overall stability through their agenda: 

 Radicalisation of youth: Propaganda information to recruit for terror groups like AQIS, LeT on 

telegram have been intercepted by NIA. 

 Use of Internet by Daesh: Daesh has been using Internet to spread its propaganda using 

platforms such as twitter, YouTube etc. 
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 Constant involvement and interaction: By ‘cyber-planners’, who will be responsible for planning 

terror attacks, identifying recruits, act as “virtual coachers”, and provide guidance and 

encouragement throughout the process. 

 In Recruitment from other countries: India is also suffered from it however less severely. 

Increasing number of cases of youth being influenced by social media to carry out propaganda of 

hate and violence has been reported in many areas. 

 Rise of sentiments over sensitive issues: By spreading false propaganda and fraudulent 

ideologies over sensitive and triggering issues of India using morphed videos, or false claims of 

proof of injustice etc. 

Precautions to avoid such threats: 

 Review of the IT Act to make it stronger and setting up a crack team to respond to unusual 

incidents on a war footing. 

 Strengthening the existing infrastructure : e-Surveillance Projects: National Intelligence Grid 

(NATGRID), CERT-In, Central Monitoring System (CMS), Internet Spy System Network and Traffic 

Analysis System (NETRA) of India, National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre 

(NCIPC) of India etc. 

 Strengthening of social networking sites. 

 Responsible social media by citizens themselves can avoid a major risk threat. 

 Awareness programmes regarding the safe usage of Internet and social media among the 

people. 

 Training and employing ethical hackers to check vulnerabilities present in the cyberspace and 

respond quickly when there is a cyber-attack. 

Challenges: 

 Vulnerability of users: Several users get blackmailed, or taken advantage of using their 

vulnerability and misguided knowledge. 

 Server location and laws of different countries: Lack of geographical boundaries makes social 

media regulation an arduous task. Major complicating factors to secure the networks and media 

are a huge concern. 

 Encrypted message and anonymity:Use of phones/whatsapp to send and receive messages, 

concerns the government because the communications sent via such devices and applications 

are encrypted and cannot be monitored and consequently hinders the country’s efforts to fight 

terrorism and crime. 

Way Forward: 

 Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 Several Social Media houses have put up a mix of automated and human driven editorial 

processes to promote or filter certain types of content. 
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 These AI units will automatically flash the danger of mis reporting everytime an image or 

news is shared. 

 This practice must be strengthened and disseminated. 

 Fight Misinformation with Information 

 This is the other way where alternative information alongside the content with fake 

information is posted so that the users are exposed to the truth and correct information. 

 This approach, which is implemented by YouTube, encourages users to click on the links 

with verified and vetted information that would debunk the misguided claims made in 

fake or hateful content. 

 g. If you search “Vaccines cause autism” on YouTube, while you still can view the videos 

posted by anti-vaxxers, you will also be presented with a link to the Wikipedia page of 

MMR vaccine that debunks such beliefs. 

 Bringing Regulation 

 There must be an exhaustive national law to deal with the ever expanding horizon of 

Social Media. 

 Responsibility must be fixed and there must be deterrence of law. 

 Public Awareness 

 A digitally literate country is the need of the hour. 

 Responsible social media use must be taught at every school and college in the country 

and especially in the rural areas where people can be easily manipulated. 

 Legal Measures 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) had announced measures to curb fake news and 

misinformation on social media platforms at the time of elections. 

 It had brought political parties’ social media content under the ambit of the model code 

of conduct, and had asked the candidates to disclose their social media accounts and all 

expenditure on their respective social media campaigns. 

 Similarly the media Wing of the I&B Ministry has been assisting various arms of the 

government in keeping an eye on activities on various social media platforms. 

 Such practices must be encouraged at all scales and institutions. 

Conclusion: 

 As India is not a surveillance state, there must not be any illegal or unconstitutional check on the 

right to privacy and freedom of speech and expression which are the fundamental rights of 

every citizen. 

 There must be a balance as the Constitutions itself has provided several limitations on one’s 

right to speech and expression. 

 Big technology firms who own social media platforms can mediate content and thus impinge on 

democracy. 
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 They and everyone must be held accountable for their actions which have wide social 

ramification. 

 India has joined a France led initiative to adopt a declaration to counter terrorism and 

radicalisation online including social media which is a welcome step in tackling this issue. 

Enhanced cooperation among the wide range of actors with influence over this issue, including 

governments, civil society, and online service providers, such as social media companies, to 

eliminate the spread of negative agenda is the way forward. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

Courts need to recognise selective prosecution as a threshold constitutional defence 

against the abuse of state power. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

The Power of liberty is most pernicious and widespread forms of abuse of state power in 

India involves the police and enforcement agencies selectively targeting political and ideological 

opponents of the ruling dispensation to interrogate, humiliate, harass, arrest, torture and imprison 

them, ostensibly on grounds unrelated to their ideology or politics. 

Background: 

 

The November 27, 2020 Supreme Court judgment granting TV anchor Arnab Goswami bail 

says, not without considerable irony because of the personality involved.  

Question rise on: Is this use of state power legally permissible? Is there no escape for victims of such 

abuse of state power?  The Curt bringing an action for wrongful prosecution years? to protect the 

life and liberty of the accused? 

Is separating two legal issues? 

 The illegality involved in this type of prosecution is not self-evident under article 20 (3) No 

personaccused of any offence shall be compelled to be a witness against himself. 

 The merits of the criminal case filed against them, against the concept of Natural justice. 

 Once the proceedings fail under the first issue, there is no legal basis to proceed to the second 

issue. 

Is this is question of Selective prosecution? 

 The applicable legal standard is that the police and prosecutors in common law jurisdictions 

enjoy vast discretion in deciding who they may pursue and who they may spare, the choice of 

accusedmust not be based on grounds that violate Constitutional rights, including the Article 14 

right to equal protection of the law. 
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 The accused should not be selected, either explicitly or covertly, on constitutionally prohibited 

grounds (Violation of FR). The illegal selection of accused based on grounds prohibited by the 

Constitution is called “selective prosecution”. 

 A selective-prosecution claim is not a defence on the merits to the criminal chargeitself, but an 

independent assertion that the prosecutor has brought the charge for reasons forbidden by the 

Constitution. 

What is the selective prosecution? 

The selective prosecution is a procedural defence in which a defendant argues that they should not 

be held criminally liable for breaking the law, as the criminal justice system discriminated against 

them by choosing to prosecute. 

Is selective prosecution illegal: 

 So-called selective prosecution is only illegalif a defendant is singled out for a purpose that is 

itself wrongful, such as discrimination based on race, gender, or political or religious  

 Like claims of a prosecutor’s vendetta, allegations of selective prosecution may get some press 

play but are almost never heard by juries. 

 There is nothing illegal about prosecutors being selective. Law enforcement has every right to 

allocate limited human and financial resources and pursue some but not all perpetrators. 

Constitutional value of Right to liberty: 

“No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to a procedure 

established by law.” 

Article 21 secures two rights: 

 Right to life, and 

 Right to personal liberty. 

 Article 21 of the Constitution of India, 1950 providesthat, “No person shall be deprived of his life 

or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law.” 

Failure of Indian courts: 

 The courts have not recognisedselective prosecution as an independent claim because of the 

erroneous assumption that the lawfulness of prosecution can only be taken up after the trial, if 

the accused is acquitted. 

 The Report of the Law Commission (2018) on‘Wrongful Prosecution (Miscarriage of Justice): 

Legal Remedies’ discusses remedies for wrongful prosecution available only if and after the 

accused is acquitted. 

 The right against selective prosecution cannot beextinguished by conviction. 

 The Separate from post-acquittal actions for wrongful prosecution (which will still be 

available),the claim of selective prosecution is a threshold issue that is required to be 

adjudicated at the outset of criminal proceedings (even during the investigation 

stage) irrespective of the merit of the charges. 
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 Recent judgment “a single day deprived of liberty is a day too many”,while every other court 

including the Supreme Court itself rejects bail applications of people jailed for years and months 

without trial, 

Previous judgment on article 14 and 21: 

 The Supreme Court in the Kharak Singh’s case,: The Court observed that the right to personal 

liberty in the Indian Constitution is the right of an individual to be free from restrictions or 

encroachments on his person, whether they are directly imposed or indirectly brought about by 

calculated measures 

 The Supreme Court has held that even lawful imprisonment does not spell farewell to all 

fundamental rights. A prisoner retains all the rights enjoyed by a free citizen except only those 

‘necessarily’ lost as an incident of imprisonment. 

Way forward: 

 Much of what is claimed to be discrimination results from effortsto target prominent people. 

Perhaps celebrities and politicians are indeed discriminated against in this sense, but such extra 

scrutiny is an occupational hazard. 

 Unless a discriminatory effect as well as a discriminatory purpose can be proven, no claim will be 

sustained. Such selectivity could also be a constitutional. 

 The Article 14 and of the right to life and personal liberty under Article 21.” To strengthen the 

protection of civil liberty, equality and democracy, it is time our courts at all levels recognise 

selective prosecution as a threshold constitutional defenceagainst the abuse of police and 

prosecutorial power. 

 The scope of ‘procedure established by law’and held that merely a procedure has been 

established by law a person cannot be deprived of his life and liberty unless the procedure is 

just, fair and reasonable. 

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 

institutions. 

Despite its good intention to mediate during the crisis of farm laws, the court must 

control these impulses to govern or legislate from the bench. Violating the structural 

separation of powers concentrates power in the judiciary, which will lead to a 

dictatorial instead of an impartial court. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court, in its verdict on the petitions regarding the Centre’s new farm laws and the 
ongoing farmers’ protest, has put on hold the three farm laws and set up a four-member committee 
to clear the issues. Many constitutional experts have critiqued the act of SC. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze as to how courts resorting to legislate or govern from the bench will violate the 
separation powers and is not in the interests of the country. 
Directive: 
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Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by mentioning the doctrine separation of powers and why it was envisaged in India by the 
founding fathers. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, write about how the recent move of SC to put on hold he implementation 
of the farm laws and appointment of a mediation committees constitutes judicial overreach on its 
part. Lack of legal basis, neglecting judicial review, lack of representation. Mention relevant articles 
from the Indian constitution. 
Next, in detail bring out the impact that above will have on India. Violation of structural separation of 
powers, concentration of power, lack of administration of justice and non-representation of the will 
of the people etc. Substantiate your points with examples. 
In the final part, examine as to why there is need of Judiciary to intervene in the sphere of legislation 
and the executive. Suggest steps to address the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

In India, a separation of functions rather than of powers is followed. Unlike in the US, in India, the 

concept of separation of powers is not adhered to strictly. However, a system of checks and 

balances have been put in place in such a manner that the judiciary has the power to strike down 

any unconstitutional laws passed by the legislature. 

Last week, India’s Supreme Court stayed the implementation of three farm laws in response to 

protests by certain farmer groups, continuing its interventions in important matters of policy. 

Body: 

 Purpose of the Separation 

o The purpose of separation of powers is to prevent abuse of power by a single person or 

a group of individuals. 

o It will guard the society against the arbitrary, irrational and tyrannical powers of the 

state, safeguard freedom for all and allocate each function to the suitable organs of the 

state for effective discharge of their respective duties. 

 Significance of the doctrine of Separation of powers: 

o Keeps away autocracy 

o Safeguards individual liberty 

o Helps create an efficient administration 

o Judiciary’s independence is maintained 

o Prevents the legislature from enacting arbitrary or unconstitutional laws 

 Constitutional Status of Separation of Power in India: 
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o Article 50: This article puts an obligation over the State to separate the judiciary from 

the executive. But, since this falls under the Directive Principles of State Policy, it is not 

enforceable. 

o Article 123: The President, being the executive head of the country, is empowered to 

exercise legislative powers (Promulgate ordinances) in certain conditions. 

o Articles 121 and 211: These provide that the legislatures cannot discuss the conduct of a 

judge of the Supreme Court or High Court. They can do so only in case of impeachment. 

o Article 361: The President and Governors enjoy immunity from court proceedings. 

 Judicial Pronouncements Upholding Separation of Powers Doctrine 

o Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): In this case, the SC held that the amending power of 

the Parliament is subject to the basic features of the Constitution. So, any amendment 

violating the basic features will be declared unconstitutional. 

o Swaran Singh Case (1998): In this case, the SC held the UP Governor’s pardon of a 

convict unconstitutional. 

 Recently, the court intervened as a self-appointed mediator, because “the negotiations between 

the farmers’ bodies and the government have not yielded any result.” 

 In the process, the court has violated both India’s functional as well as structural separation of 

powers. 

 The court’s actions regarding the farm laws and protests have been critiqued by legal and 

constitutional scholars on multiple grounds. 

o The lack of legal basis sets a dangerous precedent. 

o The court has neglected its main constitutional function of independent judicial review. 

o When there are multiple challenges on the constitutionality of the farm laws for 

violating federalism, legislative procedure, etc., it is a very odd choice for the court to 

evade this function and instead act as a mediator. 

o Even those who support judicial interventions in policy, have critiqued the lack of 

representation from all the parties. 

 It threatens the foundation of the separation of powers between the legislature, judiciary and 

executive in India. 

 The Constitution provides strong separation of powers between the judiciary and the legislature, 

and the judiciary and the executive. 

 A slightly weaker form of separation of powers exists between the legislature and the executive. 

 The Constitution grants the judiciary the power to review the constitutional validity of all 

legislation and executive action. 

 Everyone, and most certainly the apex constitutional court of the country, should be well 

acquainted with the need for structural separation of powers. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 19 

 The reasoning for the functional separation of powers is straightforward. 

o The tasks attempted by each branch of government are different and complex, and 

require expert individuals and specialized systems. 

o The legislature’s role is to aggregate voter preferences. This is done through 

representative democracy and feedback mechanisms between elections. 

o The executive, with the bureaucracy at its disposal, is tasked with governing and 

executing complex tasks. 

o And the judiciary specializes in reviewing evidence, complex legislation, and 

constitutional rules, and is incentivized to remain impartial. 

 Taking on a new task that primarily belongs to the legislature because of a perceived policy 

failure does not mean the judiciary can actually accomplish the task at hand. 

 It is not an elected representative body; and no special committee, no matter how eminent or 

impartial, can aggregate preferences the same way as an elected legislature. 

 The court and Indian polity at large must be clear about the role of the judiciary. 

 Violating the boundaries of functional separation of powers will fail, as the court is institutionally 

not equipped to legislate. 

 And violating the structural separation of powers concentrates power in the judiciary, which will 

lead to a dictatorial instead of an impartial court. Despite its good intention to mediate during a 

crisis, the court must control these impulses to govern or legislate from the bench. 

Conclusion: 

The doctrine of separation of powers in today’s context of liberalization, privatization and 

globalization cannot be interpreted to mean either “separation of powers” or “checks and balance” 

or “principles of restraint”, but “community of powers” exercised in the spirit of cooperation by 

various organs of the state in the best interest of the people. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. Statutory, regulatory and various 

quasi-judicial bodies. 

Governor should be qualified, non-partisan and above politics. Politicization of the post 

of Governor is unhealthy for Centre-State relations. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The role of Governor is again in a controversy. Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan’s refusal to 
convene a special session of the Kerala Assembly on December 23, as initially requested by the 
government has brought everyone’s attention to increasing politicization of the post of Governor. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To throw on the role of Governor in Indian federalism and how partisan actions of the Governor 
cause strain in center state relationships. 
Directive: 
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Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning how under article 155, Governor is appointed by the president under his 
warrant and seal. With governor being envisaged as senior statesman to help in smooth functioning 
of federal governments. 
Body: 
Mention about increasing politicization of the post of Governor and him/her acting as the ‘agent of 
center’. Mention the recent examples of Kerala, Maharashtra and Karnataka. 
Mention the reasons for the above such as interpretation of situational discretion and constitutional 
discretion of the Governor, Lack of Security of tenure, Horse trading and coalition politics, issues of 
selecting the chief minister, determining the timing for proving legislative majority, demanding 
information about day-to-day administration, taking apparently long time in giving assent to bills or 
reserving bills for the President, commenting adversely on specific policies of the state government 
and exercising powers of the governor as the chancellor of state universities. 
Write about the impact it has on Center-State relations. centre-state relations have created 
widespread public sensitivity and opinion regarding various wrong doings of the centre through the 
office of the governor which have proved to be damaging for the essential federal structure in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to reduce politicization of the role of the governor as suggested by 
various committees. 
Introduction: 

Article 154 of the Constitution envisages Governor as the executive chief of the state. All executive 

actions are taken in his name. B R Ambedkar called the office of the Governor as the “office of 

dignity”. He is not an agent of the Centre, but the governor’s post in an independent Constitutional 

office. His office is the linchpin of Indian Cooperative Federalism. 

The controversy over the politicization of the Governor post is once again in the news over delayed 

decision making by the Governor of TN in the appointment of CM. 

Body: 

Appointment of Governor: 

Under the Articles 155 and 156, Governors in India are appointed directly by the President and holds 

office “during the pleasure of the President”. 

Role of the Governor: 

 India invented the role of state governor after Independence to act as a conduit between the 

ceremonial head of state (the president) and the chief minister of each state, as the president’s 

eyes and ears in the country’s diverse and far-flung states. 

 Their duty is to be neutral guardians of the complex relationship between the federal 

government and state governments belonging to different political parties. 

 But this role got diluted as Supreme Court said in one of the judgements ‘agents of the centre’. 

Criticism of regarding the Governor Posts 
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 The governor selections have come to be made on grounds of political partisanship, favouritism, 

patronage and cronyism. 

 The governors are becoming the eyes and ears for Central Government. 

 The misuse of the office of the Governor for political purposes to dispose the rival political 

parties’ government by invoking the Article 356 on dubious or doubtful grounds. 

 Appointment of Judges as governors. 

 Appointment of people involved in the active politics of the State. 

 Removal of Governor merely because he is not on the same political or ideological page as that 

of the government, this happens despite constitutional bench saying 

 A Governor won’t be removed on the ground that he is out of sync with the policies and 

ideologies of the Union Government or the party in power at the Centre. 

 Nor would he be removed on the ground that the Union Government has lost confidence in him. 

Recommendations made regarding the Governor Posts 

Sarkaria Commission Report Recommendations 

 “The Governors tenure of office of five years in a State should not be disturbed except very 

rarely and that too for some extremely compelling reason. It is very necessary to assure a 

measure of security of tenure to the Governor’s office.” 

 Governor should be an eminent person and not belong to the state where he is to be posted. 

 State chief minister should have a say in the appointment of governor 

 Governor should be a detached figure without intense political links or should not have taken 

part in politics in recent past. 

 Governor should not be a member of the ruling party. 

 Governor should be removed before his tenure only on the grounds as if aspersions are cast on 

his morality, dignity, constitutional propriety, etc. 

The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution recommendations: 

 Governor’s appointment should be entrusted to a committee comprising the prime minister, the 

home minister, the speaker of the Lok Sabha and the chief minister of the concerned state. 

 If they have to be removed before completion of their term, the central government should do 

so only after consultation with the Chief Minister. 

The Punchhi commission recommendations 

 The person who is slated to be a Governor should not have participated in active politics at even 

local level for at least a couple of years before his appointment. 

 For office of Governor, the doctrine of pleasure should endand should be deleted from the 

constitution. Governor should not be removed at whim of central government. Instead, a 

resolution by state legislature should be there to remove Governor. 
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 There should be provisions for impeachment of the Governor by the state legislature along the 

same lines as that of President by President. 

 The convention of making the Governors as chancellors of universities should be done away 

with. 

 The commission recommended for “localising emergency provisions” under Articles 355 and 356, 

contending that localised areas— either a district or parts of a district — be brought under 

Governor’s rule instead of the whole state. 

The Supreme Court’s interpretation 

 In 2010, a constitutional bench of the Supreme Court interpreted these provisions and laid down 

some binding principles (B.P. Singhal v. Union of India), the Supreme Court held: 

 President, in effect the central government, has the power to remove a Governor at any time 

without giving him or her any reason, and without granting an opportunity to be heard. 

 However, this power cannot be exercised in an arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable 

manner.  The power of removing Governors should only be exercised in rare and exceptional 

circumstances for valid and compelling reasons. 

 The mere reason that a Governor is at variance with the policies and ideologies of the central 

government, or that the central government has lost confidence in him or her, is not sufficient to 

remove a Governor.  Thus, a change in central government cannot be a ground for removal of 

Governors, or to appoint more favourable persons to this post. 

 Such a decision, to remove a Governor can be challenged in a court of law. 

Conclusion 

Despite several commissions appointed by Government themselves and the Supreme Court 

guidelines, the post of governor is misused again and again. 

It is, however, time for a thorough review of the Governor’s powers and the process of appointment 

and removal. 

 New rules and conventions may need to be put in place so that Governor’s constitutional 

mandate is strengthened. 

 All part conference to review the role of the Governors, the powers exercised by him and the 

manner in which he should be appointed and removed. 

 The Constitution should be amended and security of tenure must be provided to the Governors. 

The judgment of the Supreme Court delivered in B. P. Singhal case is the law of the land and the 

Government should respect it. 

 The Governors should be treated with dignity, and should not be fired only for political 

considerations. 

The Constitution of the land prohibits the arbitrary exercise of power and the Government is not an 

exception to the equality law. 
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Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

In theory, The Special Marriage Act, 1954 is the first step towards Uniform Civil Code 

but in practice, its implementation is farcical. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
States such as Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh framing laws that target inter-faith marriage, the 
procedural requirements of the Special Marriage Act (SMA) — such as the need to give prior notice, 
and allowance for ‘objections’ — seem to be undermining its original intent by opening the doors to 
violent moral policing by vigilante groups. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To mention as to how SMA, 1954 aims to achieve uniform civil code and analyze the drawbacks in its 
implementation and attempts to dilute it. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 and why it is enacted. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body. Mention how SMA is a first step towards achieving UCC. Marriage is one 
thing and religion quite another. If two citizens of India professing different religions wish marry, it is 
open to them to do so under the SMA which is one of the earliest endeavours towards a UCC. The 
effect of the SMA is that once marriage is registered under it, your religion’s personal laws won’t 
apply. 
In the next part, mention about the farcical implementation of SMA and the impediments to its 
implementation.  Giving notice prior to marriage, lack of equality, prone to societal reactions and 
nuisance of self-proclaimed vigilante groups, lack of protection in inter-faith and inter-caste 
marriages and anti-conversion laws/ordinances by some states targeted at diluting the law etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to make SMA act hold true to its spirit of liberalism and pluralism. 
Introduction: 

The Allahabad high Court, while issuing an order in a habeas corpus writ petition recently, said it is 

disturbing that one should change one’s faith just for the sake of matrimony when two persons 

professing different religions can marry under Special Marriage Act which is ‘one of the earliest 

endeavours towards Uniform Civil Code. 

Body: 

Special Marriage Act of 1954: 

 The SMA is a law which allows solemnization of marriages without going through any religious 

customs or rituals. 

 People from different castes or religions or states get married under SMA in which marriage is 

solemnized by way of registration. 

 The prime purpose of the Act was to address Inter-religious marriages and to establish marriage 

as a secular institution bereft of all religious formalities, which required registration alone. 
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Procedure mentioned: The SMA prescribes an elaborate procedure to get the marriage registered. 

 One of the parties to the marriage has to give a notice of the intended marriage to the marriage 

officer of the district where at least one of the parties to the marriage has resided for at least 30 

days immediately prior to the date on which such notice is given. 

 Such notice is then entered in the marriage notice book and the marriage officer publishes a 

notice of marriage at some conspicuous place in his office. 

 The notice of marriage published by the marriage officer includes details of the parties like 

names, date of birth, age, occupation, parents’ names and details, address, pin code, identity 

information, phone number etc. 

 Anybody can then raise objections to the marriage on various grounds provided under the Act. If 

no objection is raised within the 30-day period, then marriage can be solemnized. If objections 

are raised, then the marriage officer has to inquire into the objections after which he will decide 

whether or not to solemnize the marriage. 

Challenges: 

 Registration of such a marriage under the law requires the marriage officer to first issue a 30-day 

public notice — with details like name, occupation, age and address — about the intended 

marriage for invitation of objections from public. 

 The objections are limited to technical aspects like soundness of mind, age and existence of any 

spouse of the parties intending to register the marriage but the notice at times becomes a 

reason for life threats for couples fleeing their homes and wanting to marry as per their own 

choice. 

 Section 6 violates the fundamental right to privacy. Such an apprehension is not unwarranted 

even though the problem lies not in the spirit but the misuse of the clause. 

 Earlier this year in Kerala, notices of inter-faith marriages under the Special Marriage Act were 

reported to have been circulated on social media by right-wing groups as instances of ‘love jihad’ 

and led to communal tensions in some places. There is thus the possibility of bureaucratic 

corruption leading to such sensitive data falling in unscrupulous hands. The consequences, the 

tradition of honour killings shows, can be lethal for the couple. 

The major issues involved in this: 

 The constitutionality of making personal information available online 

 The scourge of stoking communal hatred using the reprehensible tag, ‘love jihad.’ 

 PIL against 30-day notice period under Special Marriage Act. 

 There is no such provision under personal laws with regard to same-faith marriages. 

 The “objections can be mitigated on the basis of certificates issued by government hospitals” 

and that the procedure is discriminatory in nature, intended to discourage interfaith marriages 

like theirs. 

 The petition contends it is “of paramount importance in the current scenario that couples opting 

for cross-community marriages are adequately protected”. 

 The petition has also urged the court to declare as “illegal, null, void and unconstitutional” the 

provisions of the Act which lay down the procedure of 30-day notice for inviting objections. 

Way Forward 
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 Public Notice:Instead of issuing a public notice, can the marriage registrar be authorized to 

examine the veracity of the application and alert the authorities only when mala fide intent is 

suspected? Here too, there must be serious deliberations on the method of assessment of such 

applications so that a routine examination does not get transformed into an act of surveillance. 

 Love Jihad:It is important to note that no term called ‘love jihad’ is defined in current Indian 

laws. During the Parliamentary session in the Lok Sabha in February 2020, Minister of State for 

Home Affairs pointed this out and had even acknowledged that no case of ‘love jihad’ has been 

reported by any of the central agencies. Article 25 of the Constitution provides the freedom to 

profess, practice and propagate religion subject to public order, morality and health. Various 

courts have upheld this view, including the Kerala High Court. 

 The ruling of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, which said that the State and its institutions 

must not be seen as “laying snares and landmines” in the path of consenting adults from 

different faiths, must be taken as a model to emulate. The tension, however, lies elsewhere. 

Marriage still requires a societal seal of approval of what is essentially a deeply personal bond. 

Such approval is predicated upon the possibility of interference. 

 The Supreme Court hailed the State of Goa as a “shining example” where “uniform civil code 

applicable to all, regardless of religion except while protecting certain limited rights”, hence 

example of Goa must be emulated and acted upon. 

Amidst the vaccine rollout, there is a critical need for a climate of transparency and 

data sharing for scrutiny and debate. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  

Introduction: 

India embarking on the world’s largest COVID-19 vaccination programmed, on January 16, 2021. The 

clinical trial ongoing within the country by the firms will continue. These vaccines are thus deemed 

to be market ready while regulatory processes and logistic requirements are being laid out. 

Body: 

 What is the process for new vacation trial? 

o The Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) is India’s national regulatory 

body for pharmaceuticals and medical devices. 

o Within the CDSCO, the Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) regulates pharmaceutical 

and medical devices and is positioning within the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

o Clinical trials of new drugs and vaccines, and their approvals, are governed by the New 

Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019. 

o Accordance with the provisions of the 2019 CT Rules, the Drugs Controller General of 

India (DCGI) heads CDSCO, and is responsible for granting permission for clinical trials to 

be conducted and for regulating the sale and importation of drugs for use in clinical 

trials. 

o Traditional clinical trials follow a straightforward but mandatory three-step approach: 

designing, conducting and analyzing the collected data, according to a pre-specified 

analysis plan. 
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o Seamless adaptive designs add a ‘review-adapt’ loop to the linear design-conduct-

analysis sequence, with a pre-defined one primary endpoint and several secondary 

endpoints. 

o An adaptation is referred to a change made to the trial procedure, such as eligibility 

criteria, study dose, treatment duration or study endpoints, and/or statistical 

procedures such as randomization, study design, study hypothesis or statistical analysis 

plan, while a clinical trial is at the design stage. 

o These are a priori planned adaptations and should be based on data collected from the 

study itself, and different from unplanned ad hoc modifications that are common in 

traditional trials. 

o Drug Controller General of India is the final approval of drug. 

 Issue in new drug: 

o Impact of modifications: The clinical trial of both vaccines shall continue, community 

engagement is critical to establish community acceptability of control arms, placebo, 

and blinding and should adhere to WHO’s guidelines on good participatory practice 

(GPP). 

o Need for more caution: not every trial can be rescued by adaptation and adaptive 

designs. these should not be a cure for poor planning” 

o Adequacy of processes: An important aspect is also the perceived motivations of 

policymakers making decisions about the vaccine. Given the fact that data are still 

awaited on the effectiveness and safety of the vaccine. 

o Needed, openness: Scientists are trained and professionalized in dealing with doubt and 

uncertainty, given that all scientific knowledge is uncertain. 

 Solution: 

o There is a need to gain confidence of the people in the vaccines. There is need to 

establish an independent team of experts under the aegis of the WHO. 

o The nationwide vaccination drive is mostly a decentralized process, where state 

governments are preparing the list of elderly, people with comorbidities, healthcare and 

frontline workers. 

o The areas could be ranked on the basis of a vulnerability index built by triangulating data 

sets from disease burden, caseload of COVID infections, demographic profile, health-

seeking behaviour and availability of infrastructure 

o The guidelines are ideal but do not reflect the real world of the health system that is full 

of flaws, defects, inconsistencies and cracks. 

o The availability of efficacy data could also impact the procurement and supply of 

vaccines, result in huge wastage, and can introduce scope for errors and duplication. 

o The immunization can disrupt routine health service delivery — antenatal care, national 

programmes like those pertaining to TB or other immunization drives and exhaust 

workers, particularly if another wave of the infection or other outbreaks like the bird flu. 
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Conclusion: 

There must be some mechanism for allocation beyond frontline workers — that identification is 

presently based on age and comorbidities, regardless of place of residence. Private sector 

organizations and PSUs can be allowed to hold vaccination drives for their own employees, relieving 

some burden from public health authorities. It is important to understand that vaccination is an 

incomplete solution to ending the epidemic. 

The pandemic has kick-started a digital infodemic that has been as problematic as the 

virus itself. Misinformation about the vaccines now could spark another health crisis. 

Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  

Introduction: 

Proliferating misinformation — even when the content is, in a best-case scenario, harmless 

— can have serious and even social and lethal health ramifications in the context of a global 

pandemic. Even as the world is laser-focused on the search for a safe, effective vaccine, 

misinformation continues to spread about immunization as well. 

Body: 

A recent study that examined the vaccination views of 100 million Facebook users globally found 

that while the pro-vaccination camp (6.9 million people) outnumbered those against vaccination (4.2 

million), the anti-vaccine group was less isolated and had more interaction with the individuals (by 

far the largest group, at 74.1 million) who are undecided about vaccination. These “swing vaxxers” 

are important to target and get on board with lifesaving vaccination. 

There are also a huge number of self-proclaimed experts, numbers rising by the day, who create 

false facts, propagate misinformation, snowball rumours and forward wrong claims on social media. 

Each of these actions has the potential to influence mass reaction to the vaccination drive and 

thereby public health on the face of an ongoing crisis. 

Concern of Vaccine Hesitancy is real or fake: 

 Feeding these concerns are unresolved controversieslike the one involving polio vaccines and 

the emergence of Type-2 polio in Uttar Pradesh last year. 

 The tragic incident in Hyderabad last week, where a child died and more than 20 others 

were reportedly hospitalisedfollowing treatment given after a vaccine was administered. 

 Though reports suggest that the death was not vaccine related, it will add to the anxiety around 

a routine vaccination programme. 

 Vaccine hesitancyis listed by the World Health Organisation as one of 10 threats to global 

health this year. 

 A sense of mistrust seems to underpin the growing concerns being expressed on the MMR 

vaccine in India, or the outright “anti-vaxx” campaignsseen overseas. 

 And however minimal or localised these incidents may be, health authorities are worried that it 

could negatively impact genuine public health and immunisation campaigns. 
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 Against this backdrop, doctors and public health experts are calling for focussed effortsto 

address parent and community fears with scientific evidence, and tackle vaccine half-truths 

fanned by social media. 

 Mission Indradhanushhas given a booster shot to the Universal Immunisation Programme. The 

new Measles-Rubella (MR) Vaccine component, with a targeted 410 million children from 9 

months to 15 years, is slated to be the next big leap after polio eradication. 

Vaccine Hesitancy has been spread rapid in India: 

 Progressive stateslike Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu too have witnessed instances of vaccine 

hesitancy. Parents have expressed reservations on the MMR vaccine and the measles-rubella 

vaccines, respectively. 

 Social mediahas played a role in spreading these fears and even panic. Vaccinators have 

been attacked in some districts like Malappuram in Kerala. 

 There was even a rumour campaignwhich claimed that vaccinations would make Muslim 

children infertile and that vaccines are pork-based. 

 While it is right for parents to have a healthy scepticism, they should equip themselves 

with information from the right sourcesincluding doctors, Health Ministry representatives or 

authentic sources like the WHO website and not gather information from social media. 

 Social media platforms like Facebook and Google have thought of steps to counter or block such 

and other misinformation. 

 Falsification of information related to the origins, source, symptoms, treatment and statistics 

about the infection has daily gone viral, adding to the social stigma, fear, panic and chaotic 

public reaction to this global stress. The Centre for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) reported that 

anti-vax social media accounts have gained more than eight million followers since 2019. 

Suspicion of and myths surrounding vaccines in general are also driving mistrust about a Covid-19 

jab, while the growth of the anti-vaccine movement is largely facilitated by social media. The 

pandemic in general has kick-started a digital infodemic over the last year, which has been as 

problematic as the virus itself. 

Conclusion: 

Public health experts point to India’s success in tackling polio through an intensive 

immunisation programme.  The success of these programmes lies in react quickly and honestly in 

cases of vaccine related episodes. Remove apprehensions quickly. The WHO expects 2019 to see 

transmission of wild polio virus being stopped in Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well. Less than 30 

cases were reported last year in both countries, the WHO says, casting its might behind their 

vaccination programme. 

“Trust in the vaccine, trust in Government, trust in the system and trust in the manufacturer.” 

Parents should raise questions on vaccines, its necessity and safety. But it is up to the Government 

and doctors to keep this communication with parents ongoing, transparent and scientific so that 

benefits to the child and larger community are not lost in misinformation. Empower doctors to 
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project the value of vaccines and equip them to respond to concerns effectively and 

accurately. Sensitise media to an evidence based rather than sensational approach. 

On the basis of the learning gained from PMKVY 1.0 and PMKVY 2.0, the Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship Ministry has improved the newer version of the 

scheme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY 3.0) to match the current policy 

doctrine and energize the skilling ecosystem affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The third phase of the government’s flagship skilling scheme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY 3.0) was be launched in 600 districts across all states of the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the shortcomings of PMKVY 1.0 and 2.0 and suggest measures to make PMKYV 3.0 
achieve the vision of a skilled India. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing the aims and objectives PMKVY 3.0. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, mention the shortfalls of PMKVY 1.0 and 2.0. Lack of capacity, poor 
implementation of those policies, Issue of funding, dearth of scholars and practitioners, jobless 
growth and unmet targets. 
Next, write about the major features of PMKVY 3.0 and how it seeks to achieve those. Elaborate up 
on the features especially in the light of the pandemic. 
Suggest further measures to ensure that PMKVY 3.0 is successful in meeting its state objectives. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to unlock the vision of making India the ‘Skill Capital’ of the world. 
Introduction 

On January 15, 2021, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) launched the 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) 3.0. This is the third phase of the scheme which was 

launched in 2015 to give a boost to skilling in the country. In this third version, the government 

wants to focus on matching local skilling requirements with local job opportunities. 

Body 

Issues with PMKVY 1.0/2.0 

 The number of those who have benefited from the Skill India scheme has increased, from 

3,50,000 in 2016-17 to 1.6 million in 2017-18, but the percentage of those who could find a job 

upon completion of their training has dropped from more than 50% to 30%. 

 Under PMKVY, only 15% of those trained got a job. 

 The target of Skill India was to reach out to 300 million young people by 2022, but only 25 

million had been trained under this scheme by the end of 2018. 

 Funds management: This is partly due to mismanagement and partly due to not spending 

available funds because of lack of candidates. 
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 Low industry interface: Most of the training institutes have low industry interface as a result of 

which the performance of the skill development sector is poor in terms of placement records 

and salaries offered. 

PMKVY 3.0: Features 

 It envisages training of eight lakh candidates over a scheme period of 2020-2021 with an outlay 

of Rs. 948.90 crore. 

 The 729 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKKs), empanelled non-PMKK training centres 

and more than 200 Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) under Skill India will be rolling out PMKVY 

3.0 training to build a robust pool of skilled professionals. 

 It will empower India’s youth with employable skills by making over 300 skill courses available to 

them. 

Improvement over earlier schemes 

 Caters to Industry 4.0: It will be more trainee- and learner-centric. The focus is on bridging the 

demand-supply gap by promoting skill development in areas of new-age and Industry 4.0 job 

roles. 

 Aligned with NEP 2020: It will be a propagator of vocational education at an early level for 

youth to capitalize on industry-linked opportunities. 

o The National Educational Policy 2020 also puts focus on vocational training for a holistic 

growth and increased employability. 

 Based on Market study: By taking the bottom-up approach to training, it will identify job roles 

that have demand at the local level and skill the youth, linking them to these 

opportunities (Vocal for Local). 

 Competitive federalism: It will encourage healthy competition between states by making 

available increased allocation to those states that perform better. 

Conclusion 

The thrust of PMKVY 3.0 is on empowering States and districts to implement skilling 

schemes by making regional-level plans. As the focus of the new skill development program 

includes Atmanirbharta and making India self-reliant, it is important to give thrust to 

entrepreneurship and its multiplicative effect on Indian economy and society. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Improved sanitation and hygiene, which have been the primary weapons to fight covid-

19, need further strengthening so that we remain resilient in the emerging uncertain 

world. Comment (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
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Introduction: 

The Covid-19 pandemic was declared a global health emergency by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) on March 11 this year. Since then, various national and international organisations have been 

emphasizing on maintaining personal hygiene and sanitation, of which, washing hands multiple 

times a day is of utmost importance. But in Mumbai, the financial capital of the country, washing 

hands regularly and personal hygiene are privileges for close to 20 lakh people living in the slums. 

Body: 

Situation in India: 

 According to a recent report released by Mumbai-based Pani Haq Samiti (PHS) and the Centre 

for Promoting Democracy (CPD), of the 292 households they surveyed in the city, only 9.25% had 

personal toilet facilities, while 18.15% resorted to open defecation owing to lack of access and 

75.34% were dependent on shared toilet facilities despite the fear of the infection. 

 The report, “A ground assessment of Wash realities of Mumbai’s informal settlements during 

Covid-19” released in November, further revealed that 24.4% of the households did not receive 

daily water supply, while 19.31% could not access safe potable water during the lockdown. 

Need of Sanitation system: 

 Everyone must have sustainable sanitation, alongside clean water and handwashing facilities, to 

help protect and maintain our health security and stop the spread of deadly infectious diseases 

such as COVID-19, cholera, and typhoid. 

 Toilets can help us to fight climate change too! Wastewater and sludge from toilets contain 

valuable water, nutrients, and energy. Sustainable sanitation systems make productive use of 

waste to safely boost agriculture and reduce and capture emissions for greener energy. 

 Open defecation and women security issues, privacy for women. 

 Girls drop out in rural due to lack of toilets suffering health issues during menstruation. 

 Down to Earthreported 210 million people lack access to improved basic sanitation in India. 

 India confronted a grim situation, access to the household toilets was limited to under 40% of 

the overall population. 

Issues: 

 TheComptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) has flagged irregularities in the construction 

of toilets in schools by Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

 Theobjective of providing separate toilets for boys and girls was not fulfilled in 27% of the 

schools. 

 Maintenance and Sanitation: 

o 75%of toilets did not follow the norm for daily cleaning at least once a day. 

 Construction Issues: 

o almost 40% of toilets werenon-existent, partially completed or unused. 

o Construction of toilets is considered still a taboo in some sections of society. 

 Lack of dedicated funds, poor maintenance, poor water availability is some of the challenges. 
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Government Initiatives: 

 Through SBM, India received a new thrust, with focus shifting from sewerage networks to 

sanitation, putting in place a time-bound plan to improve access to toilets across the country. 

 Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under the Ministry of Jal Shakti has 

launched the 10-year Rural Sanitation Strategy starting from 2019 up to 2029. 

 It lays down a framework to guide local governments, policy-makers, implementers and other 

relevant stakeholders in their planning forOpen Defecation Free (ODF) Plus status, 

where everyone uses a toilet, and every village has access to solid and liquid waste 

management. 

 The strategy aims tosustain the behavioral change regarding sanitation 

o ODF:An area can be notified or declared as ODF if at any point of the day, not even a 

single person is found defecating in the open. 

o ODF+:This status is given if at any point of the day, not a single person is 

found defecating and/or urinating in the open, and all community and public toilets are 

functional and well maintained. 

o ODF++:This status is given if the area is already ODF+ and the faecal sludge/septage and 

sewage are safely managed and treated, with no discharging or dumping of untreated 

faecal sludge and sewage into the open drains, water bodies or areas. 

 Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched various initiatives to make SBM-U a 

successful project. Some of them include, 

ODF, ODF+ and ODF++ Protocol: 

 Norms under ODF:No visible faeces shall found in the environment and every household, as well 

as public/community institutions, should be using safe technology option for disposal of faeces. 

 Norms under ODF+:Not a single person should be defecating and/or urinating in open. All 

community and public toilets should be properly maintained and cleaned. 

 Norms under ODF++:Proper treatment and management of faecal sludge/septage and sewage is 

safely managed and treated. There should be no discharge or dumping of untreated faecal 

sludge/septage and sewage in drains, water bodies or open areas. 

 Water + Protocol:It is designed to ensure that no untreated wastewater is discharged into the 

open environment or water bodies. 

 Star rating protocol for Garbage free cities:It is based on 12 parameters which follow a SMART 

framework – Single metric, Measurable, Achievable, Rigorous verification mechanism and 

Targeted towards outcomes. 

 As on date,4 cities namely, Indore (Madhya Pradesh), Ambikapur (Chattisgarh), Navi Mumbai 

(Maharashtra) and Mysuru (Karnataka) have been certified as 5-star cities. 

 Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs):MoHUA has also partnered with National Highways 

Authority of India(NHAI) to use the plastic waste for road construction. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 33 

 Additionally, cities have been asked to set up adequateMaterial Recovery Facilities (MRFs) to 

handle the segregation, processing and recycle of plastic waste. 

 Swachh Survekshan:MoHUA launched the Swachh Survekshan 2020 (SS 2020) league, a 

quarterly cleanliness assessment of cities and towns in India. 

 Safai karamcharis getting protective gears by SC orders. 

 Mechanising cleaning of sewers and drains under prohibition of employment as manual 

scavengers act, 2013 provides dignified life to manual scavengers. 

Way forward: 

 Sustain the gains:  

o The massive hygiene awareness and behavior change that accompanied covid-19, has 

had a surprising positive consequence on the burden on communicable diseases. 

o There are several innovative and sustainable ‘Made in India’ models to serve the bottom 

of pyramid in this regard, and rapid scaling of these is urgently warranted. 

 Fill the gaps:  

o Situations in which large groups of populations mingle for long durations day in and day 

out, remain highly vulnerable and could kickstart infections that can rapidly assume 

epidemic proportions. 

 Accelerate adoption of decentralized and circular economy models for waste & waste water 

treatment:  

o For decades India’s metropolises have pursued centralized waste and waste-water 

treatment models. 

o Technological developments over the last decade has opened up several options for 

decentralized systems that are high efficiency and also offer additional benefits in terms 

of energy or compost generation, which can build a revenue or a value stream, while 

addressing climate change and pollution threats 

 Set up a national infection control task force: 

o Working with science, technology, medical and global health fraternity, keeping an eye 

on upcoming threats, ecosystem perturbations and sectoral interdependencies, such a 

task force will help respond swiftly with knowledge & insights, and shape national, state, 

district and community level responses, to ensure that new epidemics are contained 

quickly and effectively 

o With its talent, start-up ecosystem, digital prowess and science & technology leadership, 

India has a unique health-cum-economic opportunity to emerge as a pioneer in tackling 

future pandemic threats. 

Conclusion: 
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Water and sanitation must be considered a public good and its basic universal access must be 

ensured by the state. Universal access to water and sanitation is an imperative step on the way 

forward to collective health and recovery. 

Many States have not been able to provide quality supply, especially to rural and small 

electricity consumers. The enactment of consumer-centric rules brings the rights of 

consumers to the fore. In this regard, critically analyze the newly promulgated 

“Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020” (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu , pib.gov.in 
Why the question: 
Union Government for the first time lays down Rights to the Electricity Consumers through 
“Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020” 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze “Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020” and see if these new rules are adequate to 
solve the woes of electric consumers in India. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of “Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020” 
Body: 
In the first part, briefly mention the consumer side issues of electricity sector in India. Distribution 
Companies monopolies, Lack of Choice, no quality supply, rural-urban disparity, no focus on small 
electricity consumers and lack of grievance redressal etc. 
In the light of the above mention the “Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020” and how they try 
and address the above issues. Analyze the pros. t new electricity connections, refunds and other 
services are given in a time bound manner, willful disregard to consumer rights will result in levying 
penalties, Call Centre for Consumer Services, Reliability of supply and Grievance redressal mechanism 
etc. 
Analyze the shortcomings of the rules – lack of accountability, doubts on the efficacy of automatic 
compensation payments, overburdened DISCOMS, dilution of progressive mechanisms and 
detrimental to investments in rooftop solar units etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Recently, the government has notified the Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020, which 

would allow consumers in India to access a continuous supply of reliable electricity. Electricity is a 

Concurrent List or List-III (Seventh Schedule) subject and the central government has the authority 

and the power to make laws on it. 

Body: 

These rules serve to “empower” consumers with rights that would allow them to access continuous 

supply of quality, reliable electricity. 

 The following areas are covered under the rules: 
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 Rights of consumers and Obligations of Distribution licensees; 

 Release of new connection and modification in existing connection; 

 Metering arrangement; 

 Billing and payment; 

 Disconnection and reconnection; 

 Reliability of supply; 

 Consumer as ‘prosumer’; 

 Standards of performance of licensee; 

 Compensation mechanism; 

 Call Centre for consumer services; 

 Grievance redressal mechanism. 

 Key Provisions: 

 States will have to implement these rules and DISCOMs will be held more accountable 

for issues like delays in providing and renewing connections of electricity. 

 They are also obligated to provide round-the-clock electricity to consumers, as per the 

Ministry of Power. 

 To ensure compliance, the government will apply penalties that will be credited to the 

consumer’s account. 

 There are certain exceptions to these rules, especially where use for agricultural 

purposes is concerned. 

 Challenge and Issues to Consumer empowered: 

 Poor quality supply: Many States have not been able to provide quality supply, especially 

to rural and small electricity consumers. 

 Minimum standards: The Rules lay an emphasis on national minimum standards for the 

performance parameters of electricity distribution companies (DISCOMs) without urban-

rural distinction. 

 Automatically compensation to consumer account: reiterate the need for automatically 

compensating consumers, especially for new connections for BPL, metering and billing. 

 Lack of accountability: it is on account and implement the accounting is a lack of 

accountability systems to enforce them. 

 Hours of supply: Guarantee and provision of round the clock supply which might be 

missing in State regulations. 

 Discrimination between rural and urban supply: according to government reports, rural 

areas received about 20 hours of supply, urban have 24 hours. 
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 Electricity meter-related complaints: The Rules say that faulty meters should be tested 

within 30 days of receipt of a complaint vary from state to state. 

 Consumer Grievance Redressal Forum: The Rules say forum constituted to remedy 

complaints against DISCOMs as per existing laws and regulations should be headed by a 

senior officer of the company. But its vary from state to state. 

 The Rules are not forward looking: the government’s intent to promote rooftop solar 

systems. They guarantee net metering for a solar rooftop unit less than 10 kW, rule vary 

from state to state because of it inter petition. 

 Indian energy demand and capability: 

 Due to large population growth and economic development in India, this could make the 

country responsible for about 11% of total global energy consumption in 2040. 

 The country today has about 35 GW of installed solar generation capacity, and 38 GW of 

wind power, according to government data. India has set targets of 100 GW of power 

from solar projects, and 60 GW from wind power, by March 2022. 

 India’s residential electricity consumption is expected to at least double by 2030. As 

households buy more electric appliances to satisfy their domestic needs. 

 The thermal power remains the mainstay; India’s energy-mix is tilting in favor of RE 

(Renewable Energy) whose share in total power generation has increased from 3.7 per 

cent in 2008-09 to 9.2 per cent in 2018-19.  

 Solutions: 

 We need to improve the availability and affordability of energy-efficient appliances. For 

instance, despite a voluntary labelling scheme since 2009, less than 5% of ceiling fans 

produced in India are star-rated. While the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) plans to 

bring ceiling fans under mandatory labeling from 2022. 

 The States most have been able to provide quality supply with law, especially to rural 

and small electricity consumers. 

 A useful way to protect consumers would be to nudge SERCs to assess the SoP reports of 

DISCOMs and revise their regulations more frequently 

 The Forum of Regulators — a central collective of SERCs — could come up with updated 

model SoP regulations. 

 The Central Electricity Authority of India could be directed to collect supply quality data 

from DISCOMs, publicly host them on online portals and prepare analysis reports. 

 The central government could disburse funds for financial assistance programmers 

based on audited SoP reports. 

 The center state most focused one-time effort, electrification drives could provide 

connections across the country. But ensuring round the clock supply will require 

continuous efforts. 

 State most insure accountability on quality data from DISCOMs account. 
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 Use of online access to various services such as application submission, monitoring 

status of application, payment of bills, status of complaints raised, etc., to consumers 

through its website, web portal, mobile app and its various designated offices area-wise. 

 The distribution licensee shall provide all services such as application submission, 

payment of bills, etc., to senior citizens at their door-steps. 

 Way forward: 

 DISCOM shall arrange for due publicity through media, TV, newspaper, website and by 

display to bring awareness of consumer rights, SOP, Compensation mechanism, 

grievance Redressal, measures for energy efficiency and other schemes of DISCOM. 

 The cost-effective solar panels, storage technologies, and the realization of RE capacity 

target of 227 GW by 2022 could potentially drive spot price of electricity down further. 

 These rules are also an important step towards furthering the ease of doing business 

across the country. Implementation of these Rules shall ensure that new electricity 

connections, refunds and other services are given in a time bound manner. 

 The details of scheduled power outages shall be informed to the consumers. In case of 

unplanned outage or fault, immediate intimation shall be given to the consumers 

through SMS or by any other electronic mode along with estimated time for restoration. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

The success of the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) hinges not just upon the 

budgetary allocation but on proper planning and execution of the key aspects of the 

policy as envisaged. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The finance ministry’s pre-budget consultations have commenced, it may be pertinent to keep watch 
of the government’s plan on funding the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) especially in the wake 
of the pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To examine in detail the factors which are key in making the NEP 2020 a success. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, put forward the aims and objectives of NEP 2020. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the key components of NEP 2020. Highlight the impediments to achieve the above 
mentioned aims and objectives. 
Mention the variables on which the success of NEP 2020. Budgetary Allocation, mobilizing resources 
through privatization, new regulatory architecture, consultations all relevant stakeholders, 
convergence between state and central governments and political will etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

The NEP is aimed at transforming the Indian education system to meet the needs of the 21st 

Century. The new policy seeks rectification of poor literacy and numeracy outcomes associated with 

primary schools, reduction in dropout levels in middle and secondary schools and adoption of the 

multi-disciplinary approach in the higher education system. It also focuses on early childhood care, 

restructuring curriculum and pedagogy; reforming assessments and exams, and investing in teacher 

training and broad-basing their appraisal. 

Body: 

 Significance of National Education Policy 2020 

o Recognizing Importance of Formative years: In adopting a 5+3+3+4 model for school 

education starting at age 3, the policy recognizes the primacy of the formative years 

from ages 3 to 8 in shaping the child’s future. 

o Departure from Silos Mentality: Another key aspect of school education in the new 

policy is the breaking of the strict division of arts, commerce and science streams in high 

school.This can lay the foundation for a multi-disciplinary approach in high education. 

o The Confluence of Education and Skills: Another laudable aspect of the scheme is the 

introduction of vocational courses with an internship. This may nudge the vulnerable 
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sections of society to send their children to school. Also, it would help in realization of 

the goal of Skill India Mission. 

o Making Education More Inclusive: The NEP proposes the extension of the Right to 

Education (RTE) to all children up to the age of 18. Further, the policy seeks to leverage 

the huge potential of online pedagogy and learning methodologies for increasing gross 

enrolment in higher education. 

o Light But Tight Oversight: According to the policy, in spite of periodic inspection, 

transparency, maintaining quality standards and a favorable public perception will 

become a 24X7 pursuit for the institutions, leading to all-round improvement in their 

standard. The policy also seeks to establish a super-regulator for education which will be 

responsible for standards-setting, funding, accreditation and regulation of higher 

education India. 

o Allowing Foreign Universities: The document states universities from among the top 100 

in the world will be able to set up campuses in India. This will lead to an infusion of 

international perspective and innovation, which will make the Indian education system 

more efficient and competitive. 

 Increasing public spending on education to 6% of GDP 

o Public spending of 6% of GDP was first made by the National Policy on Education 1968 

and reiterated by the 1986 Policy. 

o NEP 2020 reaffirms the recommendation of increasing public spending on education to 

6% of GDP. 

o In 2017-18, the public spending on education-includes spending by centre and states-

was budgeted at 4.43% of GDP. 

o In 2020-21, states in India have allocated 15.7% of their budgeted expenditure towards 

education. 

o States such as Delhi, Rajasthan, and Maharashtra have allocated more than 18% of their 

expenditure on Education for the year 2020-21. 

o On the other hand, Telangana (7.4%), Andhra Pradesh (12.1%) and Punjab (12.3%) lack 

in spending on education, as compared to the average of states. 
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 Budgetary allocation: Proper planning and execution of the key aspects of the policy as 

envisaged: 

o The NEP “commits to significantly raising educational investment, as there is no better 

investment towards a society’s future than the high quality of education of our young 

people”. 

o The NEP iterates that current public expenditure on education by the central and state 

governments put together is of the order of 4.43% of gross domestic product (GDP), 

amounting to about 10% of total spending by the government as a whole. 

o This figure is near the world average, but is not in sync with and is much higher than 

what the Economic Survey of 2018-19 shows. 

o Even if this figure is presumed correct, our spend per student, especially at the primary 

and secondary levels, is abysmally low. 

o The NEP admits that our figures are much lower than what most other countries spend 

on education. Hence, it aims to raise spending on education to 6% of GDP, which our 

national policies from 1968 onwards have been recommending. 

o According to Narendra Jadhav in Future of the Indian Education System, even 6% of GDP 

may be inadequate, given the ambitious scope of the NEP. 

o Nevertheless, enhancing it to this committed level over the next five years, with COVID-

19 vaccines expected to help the economy achieve normalcy, would be a progressive 

step. 

o Increasing public expenditure has to proceed in tandem with private investment in this 

field. 

o As Jadhav argues instead of promoting disguised trusts and pseudo non-profit entities, 

one could perhaps think in terms of allowing private participation for profit, with proper 

regulation and subject to “reasonable supervision”. 

o However, this crucial aspect has been dealt with in the NEP rather half-heartedly. 
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o Terms like “private philanthropic activity in the education sector” and a “light but tight” 

regulatory approach have been liberally used, but offer little clarity. 

o Unfortunately, social sectors have no strong and unified lobbies to voice their demands 

and concerns, and make the government stick to its promise. 

 Way Forward: 

o Concentrate on setting up the institutions and bodies, including the new regulatory 

architecture, envisioned by the NEP, with non-controversial men and women of proven 

merit appointed at the helm of affairs. Much of this can be accomplished before March 

this year. 

o Finance minister should hold exclusive consultations with educationists, planners and 

other stakeholders over how the NEP’s requirements can best be met, as part of her pre-

budget exercises. 

o In order for the central and state governments to be equally involved in the proceedings, 

reconsider setting up the Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog and its state-level counterparts, as 

envisaged in the draft NEP. 

o This is important since state government expenditure as a proportion of total 

government expenditure seems to be declining. 

o The need for much higher public spending on primary and secondary education, and for 

an expanding role of the private sector in tertiary education, should also be addressed 

by such empowered bodies. 

o Enhance the financial allocation to this sector in real terms. 

o This would show the seriousness of the government’s intent and commitment. 

o To start with, it may be a good idea to consider reducing the allocation, for example, to 

the expensive Central Vista project for the time being, and re-allot that money to the 

country’s education budget. 

o The project may be a priority of the Union government, but education is a much higher 

national priority. 

Conclusion: 

The intent of policy seems to be ideal in many ways but it is the implementation where lies the key 

to success. Unless education receives the kind of importance that internal security or defence is 

accorded in India, the chances of this policy turning out to be a game-changer do not appear 

particularly bright. 

Training more workers to treat more people is the best solution — for our personal and 

economic health. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  

Introduction: 

India needs to prepare healthcare professionals who are trained for treating and providing vaccines 

for immunization, to set an example of healthcare infrastructure for the rest of the world. With the 
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permission of two COVID-19 vaccines for emergency use, a hope of an end to the pandemic is 

nearing. But for the administration of vaccination and treatment properly and skillfully, a trained and 

effective workforce is required. 

Body: 

1. Present strength of healthcare workers in India 

1. In India, over 4,00,000 frontline workers have been trained to respond to COVID-19. 

2. It includes people with no prior experience also. Thousands have been trained for contact 

tracing, quarantine strategies, ventilator management, personal protective equipment, and 

psychological issues. 

2. Project ECHO: 

0. India was a recipient of an effective global innovation called Project ECHO. 

1. ECHO is a low-cost way out for growing the size of health workers in underserved 

communities to offer patients with the best possible care and facilities. 

2. ECHO was utilized as a strategy for treating Hepatitis C in the beginning but now is 

responsible for newly trained experts in HIV, malaria, tuberculosis, addiction, mental 

health, and many other conditions. 

3. Under this project, health workers, nurses and doctors are trained through video 

conferencing technology. 

4. They learn specialty care from subject matter experts and from each other’s 

community informed knowledge. 

5. ECHO provides the ability to spread healthcare workers in the most remote areas of 

the country and give them training similar to what a healthcare worker in one of our 

largest cities would receive. 

3. What needs to be done before the vaccine arrives? 

0. India is led by the Serum Institute of India which has the largest manufacturing 

capacity in the world. However, certain aspects need to be figured out and planned 

before the covid-19 vaccine becomes widely available 

1. Firstly, real skills need to be cultivated for planning out the following: 

1. Delivery system of these vaccines needs to be figured out. 

2. Storage and handling of the vaccines. 

3. India needs to overcome cultural and religious obstacles for those who are unwilling to 

accept a vaccine. 

4. People need to be counselled about the side-effects of the vaccine. 

2. Secondly, more trained health experts are required to support vaccine treatment. 

3. Thirdly, further preparation of the ECHO model can be done to identify new 

healthcare workers who can be trained to be COVID-19 experts. 
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Conclusion: 

At the end of the day, our personal, community, and national health hinges on a trained and 

plentiful workforce that is constantly up to date with the right knowledge and skills to care for all of 

us. We now have the model for successfully addressing not only this pandemic but future ones. 

The adverse impact of Covid-19 on school education is immense, a well-planned and 

holistic effort is required on the part of the government to prevent large scale 

dropouts. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Union Education Ministry’s directive to the States to launch a mission to avoid large-scale 
dropouts in schools in the coming year, partly by relaxing the detention policy, 
Key Demand of the question: 
to bring out the impact of Covid-19 on school education in India and to find a way forward to prevent 
large scale drop outs. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving the context regarding the impact of covid-19 on education sector. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the disruptions caused and present some statistics and figures that captures the gravity 
of the situation. 
Write about the potential consequences of the above. 
In detail, explain the steps that are needed to prevent it. Relaxing the detention policy is a welcome 
step but much more is needed. Prioritizing students who are unable to return, negating the negative 
economic consequences on the families, achieving convergence in various government schemes and 
special emphasis on the girl child education etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Nationwide lockdown has closed each academic institution, as a consequence of which, learners 

going from school-going kids to postgraduate college students, are affected. 

The UNESCO report estimates that the Covid pandemic will adversely have an effect on over 290 

million college students throughout 22 international locations. The 

UNESCO estimates that round 32 crores college students are affected in India, incorporating these in 

faculties and faculties. 

United Nations (UN) recently released the secretary-general’s policy brief on the impact of Covid-19 

on the world’s education system. 

Body: 

Key highlights of the policy brief: 
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1. The policy brief points to the fact that the closure of schools and other learning spaces have 

impacted 94% of the world’s student population and up to 99% in low and lower-middle income 

countries. 

2. It suggests that despite the delivery of lessons by radio, TV and online, and efforts of 

teachers and parents, many students still do not have access to education. 

3. It highlights how learners with disabilities, those from marginalised communities, displaced 

and refugee students, and those in remote areas are at highest risk of being left behind. 

4. It warns that the knock-on effects on child nutrition, child marriage and gender equality 

could be enormous. 

5. The cumulative impact of all these on children may lead to a “generational catastrophe” that 

could waste human potential, undermine decades of progress, and exacerbate entrenched 

inequalities. 

6. This is not good news for any nation, more so for those in the low and lower-middle income 

segments such as India. 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON EDUCATION 

School and university closures will not only have a short-term impact on the continuity of learning 

for more than 300 million young learners in India but also engender far-reaching economic and 

societal consequences. 

The pandemic has significantly disrupted the higher education sector as well, which is a critical 

determinant of a country’s economic future. 

Sluggish cross-border movement of students: 

1. A large number of Indian students—second only to China—enroll in universities abroad, 

especially in countries worst affected by the pandemic, the US, UK, Australia and China. 

2. Many such students have now been barred from leaving these countries. If the situation 

persists, in the long run, a decline in the demand for international higher education is expected. 

Passive learning by students:  

1. The sudden shift to online learning without any planning, has created the risk of most of our 

students becoming passive learners and they seem to be losing interest due to low levels of 

attention span. 

Unprepared teachers for online education:  

1. Lack of expertise of teachers in dealing with digital learning 

Drop in employment rate:  

1. Recent graduates in India are fearing withdrawal of job offers from corporates because of 

the current situation. The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s estimates on unemployment shot 

up from 8.4% in mid-March to 23% in early April and the urban unemployment rate to 30.9%. 

 OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL QUALITY: 

Rise in Blended Learning: 
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1. Universities and colleges will shift to a model of blended learning where both face to face 

delivery along with an online model will become a norm. 

2. This will require all teachers to become more technology savvy and go through some 

training to bring themselves to the level that would be required. 

Learning management systems to be the new norm: 

1. A great opportunity will open up for those companies that have been developing and 

strengthening learning management systems for use by universities and colleges. 

2. This has the potential to grow at a very fast pace but will have to be priced appropriately for 

use by all institutions. 

Improvement in learning material: 

1. There is a great opportunity for universities and colleges to start improving the quality of the 

learning material that is used in the teaching and learning process. 

2. Since blended learning will be the new format of learning there will be a push to find new 

ways to design and deliver quality content especially due to the fact that the use of learning 

management systems will bring about more openness and transparency in academics. 

Rise in collaborative work: 

1. The teaching community to a large extent has been much insulated and more so in a country 

like India. 

2. There is a new opportunity where collaborative teaching and learning can take on new 

forms and can even be monetized. 

3. Finally, it is expected that there will be a massive rise in teleconferencing opportunities 

which can also have a negative impact on the travel. 

WAY FORWARD 

1. While the focus must now be ensuring the safety of students, teachers and staff, and putting 

in place protocols for school reopening, there has to be an extensive assessment of the learning loss 

and well-thought-out plans to bridge the learning gap, and schemes to retain students. 

2. This entails tweaking the syllabus and changing pedagogy. 

3. This forced break must also be used to align the sector to the National Education Policy 

(NEP), which was released last week, especially to its foundational learning goals. 

Last but not least, governments will have to arrange for funds required for the sector. 
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Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

In an unequal world, any shock impacts people unequally. So has this pandemic, as was 

the case with demonetization and their combined effect has exacerbated inequalities 

and misery of the poor. Policymakers should act with urgency to shield them from 

further suffering. Justify. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Covid has widened inequality and pushed many who were reeling after demonetization closer to the 
brink. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To see the impact of widening inequalities on the poor caused by the pandemic as they were just 
beginning to recover from the shocks caused by the demonetization. 
Directive: 
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth of 
the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving context of increasing inequalities, of which the poor are bearing burnt in the face of 
the pandemic. Back it up with a relevant statistics/fact. 
Body: 
Bring out the detailed impact that these inequalities are manifested. Such as children’s education, 
Due to denial of access to adequate food and nutrition, livelihood, housing and basic amenities like 
water and sanitation facilities etc. Substantiate with facts. 
Further, with over 90% of the population working in the informal economy, the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) has predicted that as a result of the crisis and subsequent lockdown, about 400 
million workers will fall deeper into poverty. 
Suggest the changes and new things that are needed to address this pressing issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

In Scheidel’s analysis, the decline in inequality is a result of excess mortality that raises the price of 

labour. While the validity of Scheidel’s argument for the current pandemic can only be assessed 

after it is over, the pandemic has been described as a leveller more loosely, both because the 

disease can strike anyone, and also because the resultant lockdowns have led to widespread job 

losses and economic hardships across the range of the income and occupational distribution. 

Body: 

 Widespread job losses: The marginalized sections are at risk 

o Early evidence from the United Kingdom and the United States reveals that racial and 

ethnic minorities are indeed the ones most likely at the risk of unemployment. 

o Focusing on the looser description of the pandemic as a leveller, preliminary data and 

early indirect evidence from several parts of the world indicate that the incidence of the 

disease is not class-neutral: poorer and economically vulnerable populations are more 

likely to contract the virus as well as to die from it. 
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o To the extent, economic class and social identity (Ex: race, ethnicity or caste) overlap, 

this suggests that socially marginalized groups would be at higher risk of mortality due to 

COVID-19. 

o The risks extend beyond mortality as the economic consequences of the current 

pandemic are likely to be most concentrated among the low wage earners, and less 

educated workers, segments of the labour force where racial and ethnic minorities are 

over-represented. 

 The Indian shutdown: Differential impact on various castes: 

o A key element of the pandemic control strategy everywhere has been to shut down 

economic and social activity, and to impose social distancing with varying degrees of 

strictness. 

o India’s lockdown, imposed in the last week of March 2020, was among the most 

stringent. 

o The first month of the severe lockdown, April 2020, witnessed a sharp rise in 

unemployment. 

o We examine shifts in employment and unemployment rates using data from the Centre 

for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)’s Consumer Pyramids Household Survey (CPHS) 

database. 

o We find that the proportion of employed upper castes dropped from 39% to 32% 

between December 2019 and April 2020, a fall of seven percentage points. 

o The corresponding fall for Scheduled Castes (SCs) was from 44% to 24%, e. a fall of 20 

percentage points, almost three times as large. 

o For intermediate castes, Other Backward Classes and Scheduled Tribes (STs) the fall was 

from 42% to 34%, 40% to 26% and 48% to 33%. Thus, the fall in employment for SCs and 

STs was far greater in magnitude than that for upper castes. 

 Pandemic effects on women 

o Women are already suffering the deadly impact of lockdowns. 

o These essential restrictions increase the risk of violence towards women trapped with 

abusive partners. 

o Recent weeks have seen a global surge in domestic violence. 

o The support services for women at risk also face cuts and closures. 

o The threat to women’s rights and freedoms posed by COVID-19 goes far beyond physical 

violence. 

o The deep economic downturn accompanying the pandemic is likely to have a female 

face. 

 Impact on Children: 
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o Nearly 80% of more than 3,000 children in the age-group of 10-18 years, surveyed in 

Assam, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Telangana in July, said that ‘life was better before’ on a 

question related to school closure and their being confined to homes. 

o Most of these children cited the reason as being meeting friends in school and learning 

from teachers, indicating that: 

 They felt isolated and technology-enabled education was not reaching them. 

This was obvious from other answers as well. 

 While 52% had a TV set at home, only 11% watched education-related 

programmes. 

 Deep-rooted structural divides came to the fore when a smaller percentage of 

girls (26%) reported having access to a phone as compared to boys (37%). 

o Education as a protective factor: 

 The global evidence suggests that job losses associated with COVID-19 are much 

more concentrated among individuals with low levels of education and those 

with vulnerable jobs with no tenure or security. 

 We find that individuals with more secure jobs, i.e. not daily wagers, and those 

with more than 12 years of education, were much less likely to be unemployed 

in April 2020 than those with less than 12 years of education and with daily 

wage jobs, relative to their pre-pandemic employment status. 

 Thus, education did turn out to be a protective factor in the first wave of 

immediate post-lockdown job losses. 

o Caste gaps at higher levels of education: 

 Earlier work reveals that caste gaps at higher levels of education have either 

remained static or widened over the last three decades. 

 The current pandemic is further likely to exacerbate these educational 

differences. 

 Data from another nationally representative survey, the India Human 

Development Survey for 2011-12 (IHDS-II) show that 51% of SC households have 

adult women who have zero years of education, i.e. are illiterate, and 27% have 

an illiterate adult male member. 

 These proportions are in stark contrast to Upper Caste (UC) households, where 

the corresponding proportions are 11% and 24%, respectively. 

 Thus, in the face of current school closures, parents of SC children would be 

much less equipped to assist their children with any form of home learning, 

compared to parents of UC children. 

 This would be the case both because of educational differences among parents 

as well as due to other significant differences in material conditions living. 

o Issue of technology access to various sections of society: 
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 There are many dimensions that reveal continued disparity between caste 

groups, which would affect the ability of Dalit and Adivasi families to access 

online education. 

 For example, the proportion of households with access to the Internet is 20% 

and 10% for UC and SC households, respectively. Only 49% of SCs have bank 

savings, as compared to 62% of UC households. 

 Thus, differential access to information technology, as well as disparities in the 

ability to invest in technology will be critical in shaping access to online 

education, if the pandemic forces schools to close for a substantial period of 

time. 

o Although some signs of revival are visible, the economy is nowhere close to where it was 

before demonetization. 

o An economy that was already experiencing a slowdown further decelerated due to 

India’s lockdown and other pandemic-related measures. 

o A recent trip to mineral-rich Chhattisgarh showed that production has suffered even in 

the relatively less vulnerable primary sectors such as mining; first because of lockdown 

and social distancing and later because of slackening demand. 

o High demand for rural employment-guarantee jobs in many states indicates shrinking 

employment opportunities elsewhere. 

o The cascading effects of shrinking demand for a variety of final and intermediate goods 

on income and employment are yet to be fully comprehended. 

o Most gross domestic product (GDP) and revenue estimates are predicting a contraction. 

o In an unequal world, any shock impacts people unequally. So has this pandemic, as was 

the case with demonetization. 

o Inequality in India has been on the rise, and with a disproportionate burden of the 

economic slowdown falling on the poor, they are already facing the worst. 

o Way Forward: 

 We are likely to see major shifts in peoples’ choices, with increased demand for 

public education and health simply due to the unaffordability of private services, 

and because of families moving back from cities to their hometowns and 

villages, where the spread of private services is not as wide. 

 As state governments prepare their next annual budgets, it is important to pay 

attention to these. 

 Otherwise, the country may find itself in a ditch in terms of education, health, 

nutrition and inequality. 

 Expansion of public education and health services can have high multiplier 

effects on employment. Hence, it would help in reviving the economy while also 

ensuring social protection to the poor. 
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 India as a lower-middle-income country needs to use education as an equalizer 

for its widespread socioeconomic inequalities. Focus on increasing education 

budget in New Education Policy budget and decreasing digital divide are 

welcome steps to achieve this goal. 

 Women in pandemic-related decision-making will prevent worst-case scenarios 

like second spike in infections, labour shortages, etc. 

 Basic social protections should be given to women in insecure jobs. 

 Measures to stimulate the economy, like cash transfers, credits, loans and 

bailouts, must be targeted at women. 

 Women’s unpaid domestic work at home must be included in economic metrics 

and decision-making. 

 With women’s interests and rights front, getting through this pandemic will be 

faster. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizen’s 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

The principal challenge for Public Policy and Governance is that we are constrained to 

find solutions for 21st-century challenges using 19th-century government structures. 

Examine. (250 words)  
Reference: Live Mint  
Why the question: 
The outdated structures or namesake convergence has made the public policy ineffective in reaping 
the benefits of technological revolution. This article makes a case of effective and optimal utilization 
of convergence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining the convergence of technology with public policy so as to address the modern 
challenges posed by healthy, society and geopolitics. 
Body: 
Elaborate on how Governing convergence has been a challenge because ministries and departments 
are turf-conscious, statute-bound vertical silos and examine its negative impact and opportunity cost 
of not achieving convergence. 
Public policy and governance must evolve to address the modern challenges using technology 
convergence. Suggest ways to achieve convergence. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 
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Technological Convergence, or Convergence of Technology is when two or more different entities, 

originally unrelated, come together in a single system to save space, time and power. There is a need 

for convergence of technology with public policy so as to address the modern challenges posed by 

healthy, society and geopolitics. 

Body: 

Convergence of technology with public policy: 

 For public policy, as for investors and value creators, the opportunities and risks lie at the 

intersection of technology, health, society and geopolitics. 

 Back in the early 2000s, we witnessed “convergence” of telecom, information technology and 

broadcasting. 

 At the time, we did not know what form it would take, but by 2010, we were already witnessing 

the growth of social media, driven by high-speed broadband delivered largely on smartphones. 

 Convergence is a meta-process that is extending to ever more domains, and in this decade, we 

can expect it to include consumer appliances, transportation and perhaps most dramatically, 

health. 

 We see the beginnings of this in people wearing smart wrist-bands that take electrocardiogram 

(ECG) and blood oxygen readings, using robotic vacuum cleaners at home, and driving various 

kinds of electric vehicles. 

 Genetic testing and synthetic biology have received a massive boost after the pandemic. 

 Convergence will almost certainly bring these trends together and enmesh them with what we 

know as “tech” today. 

 But just like in 2000, we do not know how this convergence will manifest itself. 

 For business, there are three types of opportunities at different levels of the food chain: 

o Global one of creating the winning configuration of this convergence. 

o Indian investors and entrepreneurs are familiar with, is to use tech to disrupt traditional 

industries. 

o There will always be the good old business of selling shovels to those looking for gold. 

 If the global economy is open, and India doesn’t lock itself behind self-erected barriers, our 

entrepreneurs do have a shot at creating the next generation of global technology firms. 

 Indeed, retreating from globalization might not be politically sustainable in the 2020s as people 

will demand access to products and services available abroad. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 54 

 

Governing convergence 

 It has been a challenge because ministries and departments are turf-conscious, statute-bound 

vertical silos. 

 India has merged or renamed ministries and departments in response, but like everywhere else 

in the world, government is always trying to catch up with the convergence. 

 We are likely to continue to struggle with this in the coming decade, given how transport, health 

and science are under different ministries but will demand an increasingly holistic policy 

perspective. 

 The tussle for political power, where we see sovereign states fending off the threat from trans-

national technology platforms, is bound to intensify with new actors likely to join the fray. 

 Foremost among them will be transnational networked communities organized around values, 

ideologies or icons. 

 Some of the groups that were organized around particular political parties or leaders in the past 

decade are likely to dissociate and decouple into more autonomous forms, and their loyalties 

and votes will be up for grabs. 

 As long as the global information space is open, the political market cannot be closed for too 

long. 

 In response, authoritarian states and autocrats will seek to dominate the political market by 

trying to close the information space, which is a losing battle over the longer term. 

 Over the past decade, we have seen how moral panics triggered on social media and amplified 

by television can become global in scope. 

 We have also seen how outrage cycles can rise and fall without actually changing anything, and 

how they can be manufactured. 

 Yet, underlying both these phenomena lies a deeper one involving the expansion of what 

rationalist Michael Shermer calls the moral arc of the universe. 

 We can already see that millennials in the workforce have both material and moral expectations 

of their employers. 

 A world of connected youthful idealisms is bound to change. 
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 That change will continue to manifest itself through fits, fads and false starts, but parts of the 

moral environment of 2030 will be unrecognizable to a Rip Van Winkle who sleeps this decade 

out. 

Benefits: 

 Convergence trend will intensify the competition among companies, and those companies that 

exploit the greatest technological potential with innovative services will gain a competitive 

advantage in the era of technological convergence. 

 Innovative services launched by companies, and part of them are bound to meet some 

consumers’ needs 

 Lower costs, higher competition, and more inherent proclivity towards innovativeness 

Drawbacks: 

 Antitrust Issues: dominant player’s bundled services can also damage the fair competition, in 

that it misuses its monopoly power in one industry to other industry, limiting the freedom of 

choice among its customers. 

 Excessive Investment: To deliver various services in one single network, a faster broadband 

network should be established, which requires a huge amount of financial investment. Since it is 

still not clear whether new services based on such broadband network add more value than the 

costs, some argues these excessive investments are socially undesirable. 

Conclusion: 

All of this means that it is crucial that the productive energies of the Indian people and the mental 

bandwidths of its policymakers be focused on negotiating the present and shaping the future. So 

much is unprecedented. So much is at stake. Every minute spent finding brilliant solutions to the 

problems of past centuries is more than a minute lost in carving out a better space for India in the 

21st. 

The role of investigative journalism in enhancing transparency and holding the 

government accountable is indeed immense but investigative journalism is not an 

excuse to break ordinary criminal laws. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
A judge in London on Monday rejected an American effort to have the WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange extradited to the United States, where he faces charges of conspiring to hack government 
computers and violating the Espionage Act by obtaining and releasing confidential documents in 
2010 and 2011. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Initiate by mentioning the role of investigative journalism in ensuring transparency and 
accountability. Cite examples. 
Body: 
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Elaborate on the role of investigative journalists in a democracy. Exposing graft and wrongdoing, 
putting pressure on the officials to do work and discreet spread of ideas and information etc. 
Mention about the various obstacles in the path of investigative journalists. Pressure from the 
affluent, Laws. Unfairly charging with espionage, penalizing the whistleblower etc. 
Mention the over-reach on the part of investigative journalism in some cases. But also mention the 
need to avoid going by the letter of the law for achieving the greater good. Talk about the Julian 
Assange case. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on need to balance both the interests of investigative journalism without 
venturing out of the ethical boundaries. 
Introduction: 

Investigative journalism is a form of journalism in which reporters deeply investigate a single topic of 

interest, such as serious crimes, political corruption, or corporate wrongdoing. 

Body: 

 Tools used by Investigative Journalist: 

o Analysis of documents, such as lawsuits and other legal documents, tax records, 

government reports, regulatory reports, and corporate financial filings. 

o Databases of public records. 

o Investigation of technical issues, including scrutiny of government and business practices 

and their effects. 

o Research into social and legal issues. 

o Subscription research sources such as LexisNexis. 

o Numerous interviews with on-the-record sources as well as, in some instances, 

interviews with anonymous sources 

o Federal or state Freedom of Information Acts to obtain documents and data from 

government agencies. 

 Julian Assange case. 

o The WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was arrested in London to face a charge in the 

United States of conspiring to hack into a Pentagon computer network in 2010, bringing 

to an abrupt end a seven-year saga in which he had taken refuge in Ecuador’s embassy 

in Britain to avoid capture. 

o In the U.S., sensitive or leaked information published by the news media is protected 

under the First Amendment, a reason why the Obama administration decided against 

prosecuting WikiLeaks. But the Trump administration reversed tack. The new Biden-led 

government must rethink its predecessor’s approach. 

 Advantages of Investigative journalism: 

o Raising social Awareness: The journalism contributes significantly to raising social 

awareness of the issues involved and also stands the test of time. 
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o Improving quality and work culture in the profession: Motivating and empowering this 

greatly enlarged pool of young women and men to do thorough, thoughtful, and 

carefully supervised investigations into subjects of social and moral significance could 

have dramatic effects in terms of developing capabilities, improving work culture, and 

raising quality in the profession. 

o Re-energize the field of professional journalism: Investigative Journalism plays an 

instrumentalist role in re-energizing and revitalizing the field of professional journalism 

that often seems to be tired, losing steam, and shedding value. 

o Finding the fact: With more digging and research investigative journalism would help to 

find out the real fact. 

 Disadvantages of Investigative journalism: 

o Misuse of anonymous and confidential sources: The use and misuse of anonymous and 

confidential sources is a global phenomenon, a minefield that has claimed many 

casualties and also taken a toll of the public’s trust in journalism. 

o May lead to anonymity public order disturbance: The credibility of a report often rests 

on the source of the information and readers do well to look very closely at the sources 

used. Sometimes, sources are anonymous which would cause a disturbance in the public 

order. 

o A threat to the journalist: Journalists involving in investigative journalism may have to 

face problems while investigating a fact that may even lead to risk their life. 

 Need for standard to be followed: 

o Ethics in journalism 

o Public good 

o Ethical deception 

o Independent but regulated 

o Scientific temper 

o Maintaining professionalism 

o Problem based and solution-oriented approach 

Conclusion: 

Journalism must act as a watchdog and whistle blower and that too for public interests. need to 

balance both the interests of investigative journalism without venturing out of the ethical 

boundaries. 

The line between ‘reserved’ and ‘general’ is blurring, impacting reservation as an idea 

and as practice. Critically Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  

Introduction: 
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Reservation is a system of affirmative action in India that provides historically disadvantaged groups 

representation in education, employment and politics. Reservation divided Indians into the 

implacably opposed camps of the ‘reserved’ and the ‘general’ categories, with the latter dominating 

every aspect of public life with the partial exception of electoral politics. 

Body: 

 Quota, ideology and merit? 

o The ideologies that influence us most deeply shape our view of the world while 

remaining fully transparent themselves, like the lenses of our spectacles. Reservation — 

especially caste-based reservation — is a subject saturated in ideology. 

o Quotas meant for “us” — like the reservation for the Economically Weaker Sections 

(EWS), or for the wards of employees or alumni of universities and colleges — are not 

even visible as quotas, and even when they are, they do not look the same at all. 

o In other words, 50% of our seats in MA/MSc are reserved for those with BA/BSc honors 

degrees in the same subject from our own university. This is a straightforward quota, 

but it is officially called the ‘Merit Stream’. 

o The fact, all quotas are merit quotas since they apply merit-based criteria of selection to 

the pool of eligible candidates. 

 Negative fallouts? 

o Reservation is similar to internal partition among SC, ST, OBC, upper class. 

o Reservations are the biggest enemy of meritocracy like IIT, IIM and so on. 

o Caste Based Reservation only perpetuates the notion of caste in society. 

o Affirmative Action can be provided. factors of exclusion such as caste, economic 

conditions, gender, 

o The benefits of reservation policy have largely been appropriated. Poor people from 

“forward castes” do not have any social or economic. 

 Is it mutually exclusiveness among reservation? 

o The most recent judgment of the Supreme Court on reservation (Saurav Yadav vs. State 

of Uttar Pradesh & Others, October 18, 2020) serves as a reminder that it is an 

increasingly complex intersectional issue because social identities are no longer singular. 

o The judgment also upholds the principle, stated and clarified in the wake of the so-called 

“Mandal judgment” during the 1990s, that the un-reserved category must be open to all, 

including those belonging to categories entitled to reservations. 

o A side-effect of the “reservation castes” forcing their way into the un-reserved category 

has been the grudging acknowledgement that rather than recognizing excellence, merit 

criteria actually perform a rationing function in our system. 

o True merit cannot be measured by examination marks alone, as the late Arun Jaitley 

declared in Parliament when piloting the EWS reservation bill. 
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 Turning point in reservation policy: 

o The EWS reservation law passed in 2019, which created the first explicit mechanism of 

reservation for the upper castes (though carefully not named as such) 

o The year 2021 happens to be the centenary year of the “Communal” Government Order 

(GO) in Madras Presidency, which introduced reservation based on castes and 

communities 

 Constitutional provisions related to the reservation: 

o Article 46 – promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other 

weaker sections of the society and to protect them from social injustice and exploitation 

o Article 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution – extends benefits of reservation to socially 

and educationally backward classes. 

o Article 338 – National Commission for Scheduled Castes 

 Investigate and monitor all matters relating to the constitutional and other legal 

safeguards for the SCs and to evaluate their working; 

 Inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and 

safeguards of the SCs; 

o 338-A – National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 

 Its functions are same as that of NCSC, but with respect to ST than SC 

o Why demand growing rapidly? 

 Agriculture crisis. 

 Unemployment Privilege 

 Low Salaries and Wage 

 Demands of Upper castes 

 Life style change 

 Political narrowness 

o Fare of reservation? 

 Historical injustice 

 Level Playing field 

 Meritocracy Versus Equality Versus diversity. 

 Administration quality, 

 Minority versus majority 

Redesigning Reservations is the Need of the Hour: 
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 The greatest cost of this amendment lies in the foregone opportunity to develop an 

enhanced and more effective reservation policy so that we can genuinely see an end to the 

entrenched inequalities in Indian society in the medium term. 

 We have gotten so used to business as usual that we make no effort to sharpen our focus 

and look for more effective solutions, solutions that would make reservations redundant in 

50 years. 

 If the goal is to help as many people as possible, we are facing a serious challenge. 

 On the one hand, 50% reservation looks very large; in the grand scheme of India’s 

population, it is a blunt and at times ineffective instrument. 

 The Statistics from UPSC tell us that in spite of reservations, a vast proportion of reserved 

category applicants do not find a place via the UPSC examination. 

 Statistics from other fields may tell a similar story. This implies that if we expect reservations 

to cure the ills of Indian society, we may have a long wait. 

Way forward: 

 Acknowledging caste as norm The Communal GO was the colonial government’s way of 

acknowledging the inequalities of caste and finding politically expedient ways of dealing with 

it. 

 Create a reservation system according to economic status. Reservations based on caste and 

not on the basis of the economic condition are unethical and unacceptable. Provide an 

opportunity for students to earn while they study, lagging, and food facility. 

Conclusion: 

 The reservation nourishes the historically disadvantaged castes and tribes, listed as Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SCs and STs) by the Government of India and also those designated 

as Other Backwards Classes (OBCs). 

 It would take political courage and effective governance of a high order to push back against 

quota politics. Even then, results would be slow in coming. 

 Reservation is no doubt, one of the appropriate positive discrimination tool for the benefit of 

downtrodden and backward section. But in India the policy of reservation has never been 

subject to a widespread social or political audit. 

 And the issue of reservation has remained a cause of disagreement between the various 

sections of the society. Hence before extending reservation to more groups, the entire policy 

needs to be properly examined, and its benefits over a span of nearly 60 years have to be 

gauged. 

Privacy of citizens is too important to be left to the business practices of digital 

companies and hence it is pertinent that a strong data protection law has to be enacted 

at the earliest to safeguard the fundamental right to Privacy of the citizens. Comment. 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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One of the most used applications in the world, WhatsApp is currently under fire from a section of its 
users over its impending new privacy feature. After putting off the supposed rolling out of the feature 
by three months and publishing full-page advertisements in Indian newspapers. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for a strong data protection law amidst various challenges of data collection 
and privacy. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by giving the context of recent issues of WhatsApp as well as overall concerns with 
data collection by companies. 
Body: 
Firstly, mention the various issues that arise by data collection by companies especially the 
technological giants. Violation of privacy, misuse of data, targeted campaigns, attempts at 
influencing elections which. Give examples such as Cambridge Analytica etc. to substantiate your 
points. 
Next, argue how the need of the hour is to enact a strong data protection law. In brief, mention the 
draft bill in the domain and its features. Suggest further features which will make the data protection 
more robust and safeguard the privacy of the users like that of GDPR rules of the European Union. 
Conclusion: 
Stress upon the need of protecting the fundamental rights of the citizens as well prevent any serious 
ramifications of data misuse. 
Introduction: 

Recently, WhatsApp has updated its privacy policy, highlighting how user data is impacted when 

there is interaction with a business on the platform, and provides more details on integration with 

Facebook, WhatsApp’s parent company. After facing backlash over the fear of compromised 

personal data, WhatsApp has clarified that the update would not affect users’ messages to friends or 

family and the changes only relate to messaging a business using the platform. 

Body: 

 Right to privacy is a requisite of right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution. It is not an absolute right; it may be subject to certain reasonable restrictions. 

 It is proclaimed that the new privacy policy of WhatsApp will encroach upon all personal 

information, payment details, contacts, location and other important information of a person 

who is using WhatsApp and that can be used by the WhatsApp. 

 Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) also said that this access will pose a serious threat to 

the economy as well as to the security of the nation. However, Spokesperson of WhatsApp has 

asserted that this policy is not infringing with the privacy of the users and this update has not 

changed the data sharing practices of the users. 

 CAIT has nevertheless has demanded a quick intervention from the government saying that it is 

hurting the privacy of the individual and also is against the basic fundamentals of the 

constitution. 

 Data Sharing 
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 Personal Chats: 

o The privacy policy does not change for personal chats, which will remain end-to-end 

encrypted and fully protected, and third parties will not be able to read them. 

o WhatsApp also clarified that it does not store messages as it considers this kind of data 

dump a “privacy and security risk”. 

 Once a message is delivered, it is deleted from the company’s servers. 

 However, it stores a message only when it cannot be delivered immediately, 

which stays there for up to 30 days in an encrypted form. WhatsApp continues 

to try to deliver it and if it is undelivered even after 30 days, it is deleted. 

o Personal messages will not be used to target ads on WhatsApp as these are encrypted. 

o WhatsApp cannot see the shared locations and does not share a user’s contacts with 

Facebook, or any other app. 

 Business Chats: 

o According to the new policy, content shared with a business on WhatsApp will be visible 

to “several people in that business”. 

 Businesses get data when a user interacts with them on the platform. 

 WhatsApp now has over 50 million business accounts and this is a potential 

monetization model. 

o Some businesses work with third-party service providers (including Facebook) to help 

manage their communications with their customers. 

o WhatsApp recommends users to read the business privacy policy or contact the business 

directly to understand how they handle the information shared with them. 

o Large businesses might need to use secure hosting services from Facebook to manage 

WhatsApp chats with their customers, answer questions, and send helpful information 

like purchase receipts. 

 WhatsApp will clearly label conversations with businesses that are choosing to 

use hosting services from Facebook. 

 These labels will allow users to decide if they want to be in a conversation, the 

details of which could be used to show them targeted ads. 

 If one uses WhatsApp for a business and have a list of clients, the business on 

the other side too will see the conversation and know the preferences. 

 This could be used to show ads on Facebook platforms. 

 Business owners can use some of the insights to run ads targeting the 

customers on Facebook and other services. 

 Data Shared with Facebook and its Other Companies: 
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 Basic information like account registration information (phone number), 

transaction data of payments, service-related information, information 

on how one interacts with others (including businesses), mobile device 

information, and IP address. 

 It has also started collecting more information at a device hardware-

level now. 

 Data exchange with Facebook is already taking place which is used to 

improve ad experience across other products of the company. 

 Reasons for Sharing Data: 

 To ensure better security. 

 To fight spam for an improved user experience. 

 The new policy seeks a deeper integration of WhatsApp into the 

Facebook group of companies for interoperability and to bring more 

services to WhatsApp. 

o Interoperability is the term given to the cross-platform vision 

across Facebook Messenger, Instagram and WhatsApp. 

 Acceptance Choice and Other Options 

o Users will have to accept the privacy policy as this is the 

standard practice for most software. 

o If someone does not want to then they can delete the account 

and switch to other services. 

 However, it will be a pointless exercise to quit 

WhatsApp and still continue to use Facebook products 

such as Messenger, Instagram and Facebook itself. 

o After the highlighted concerns, people are switching to other 

messaging apps like Telegram and Signal. 

 Signal is not owned by any corporation and is run by a 

non-profit organization 
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 Need of Strong data protection law safeguard the fundamental right to Privacy of the 

citizens: 

o WhatsApp’s new privacy policy applies to every country, including the US and users 

will have to accept the terms and conditions to continue using the service. 

 In the US, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has filed a lawsuit against 

Facebook over antitrust, anti-competitive policies. 

o Users in the European Union (EU) get more control over data sharing with Facebook 

because of its General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 

 GDPR is one of the strictest privacy policy on software products in the world. 

 It ensures that consumers have the full rights on their data and how 

that data is processed, and can even demand erasure of 

information. 

 While the WhatsApp privacy policy in the EU also talks about data sharing 

with Facebook, consumers there get a special setting called “Managing and 

Retaining Your Information”. 

 Under it, consumers have the right to access, rectify, port, and erase 

their information, as well as the right to restrict and object to 

certain processing of the information. 

 Consumers in the EU can even withdraw their consent to WhatsApp 

for processing of data. 

 India lacks a regulatory authority and until the Personal Data Protection Bill, 

2019 becomes a law, it will be hard to track tech companies on data 

processing. 

 The Bill seeks to provide for the protection of personal data of 

individuals and establishes a Data Protection Authority for the same. 

 The data can be anything from traits or attributes of identity, 

financial or biometric data, caste, religion or even political beliefs. 

Conclusion: 

Privacy of a billion citizens is too important a thing to be left just to the practices of a commercial 

enterprise. It will be reassuring if it is guaranteed by a strong law. 

Transparency and consultation build confidence, resolve issues, and reaffirm the faith 

of the public in the government. Hence they are vital tools of governance. Discuss in the 

light of recent various protests and major issues witnessed across India. (250 words) 
Reference: Business Standard 
Why the question: 
From protests against laws redefining citizenship and agri-marketing to suspicions over the safety of 
the Covid-19 vaccine and leaks about internal differences over economic policy, these all point to lack 
of sufficient transparency, consultation and confidence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To highlight the importance of transparency and consultation in resolving various protests and major 
issues that face the government. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving context of major issues and protests witnessed in the recent past in the 
light of the above statement. 
Body: 
Elaborate upon the above issues and analyze their nature in brief. The Farm law protests, CAA-NRC 
protests, Vaccine hesitancy, Rafale issue, accusations of crony capitalism and various leaks regarding 
internal strife etc. 
Next, mention how the lack of transparency and consultation play a part in the above issues. In 
detail, mention steps that the government can take to try and improve the transparency. Better 
information sharing of relevant deals, clearing misconceptions, voluntary sharing of information as 
well responding effectively to RTI queries etc. 
In the next part, mention about how the government can improve its consultation with relevant 
stakeholders in the issues having major public ramification. Consultation followed by addressing the 
concerns, taking all the stakeholders in to confidence, putting major policy decisions or laws in the 
public domain etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Good governance is “the joint responsibility of the state, market and citizens to mobilize public 

resources and promote public decision-making towards the advancement of common public goods.” 

Body: 

Elements of governance: 
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 Importance of Transparency 

o It is broadly accepted as a major principle of good governance (World Bank (2000) 

the UNDP has perceived that transparency means “sharing information and acting in 

an open manner” (1997). 

o Furthermore, transparency allows stakeholders to collect information that may be 

critical to uncovering abuses and defending their interests. 

o Transparent systems have flawless procedures for public decision-making and open 

channels of communication between stakeholders and officials, and make a wide 

range of information available UNDP (1997). 

o Transparency represents that decisions taken and their enforcement are done in a 

way that follows rules and regulations. 

o It also entails that information is easily available and directly accessible to those who 

will be affected by such decisions and their enforcement. 

 Importance of Consultation: 

o Inclusive, regular and meaningful consultation between national governments and 

stakeholders – including civil society – is essential for SDG implementation and 

accountability. 

o It provides opportunities for diverse voices to be heard on issues that matter to 

citizens, allowing people to share their knowledge, insight and experience to 

advance implementation. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 67 

o Solutions and laws reflect real needs and provide more forward-looking solutions 

o Increased legitimacy of proposed changes and enhanced compliance in 

implementation 

o Increased confidence in government institutions and trust amongst partners 

o Establishment of a cross-sector dialogue and information sharing 

o Less conflicts amongst different groups and between the private sector and 

government agencies 

o Partnership, ownership and responsibility in implementation 

o More effective and forward-looking harmonization and simplification efforts. 

 From protests against laws redefining citizenship and Agri-marketing to suspicions over the 

safety of the Covid-19 vaccine and leaks about internal differences over economic policy, 

government appears to be suffering from a severe case of hubris. 

 The implacable and strident tone of the farmer protests after nine rounds of talks, multiple 

concessions, and a Supreme Court-mandated committee are good examples of the current 

dissonance between the governed and the government. 

 Despite the progressive intent of the laws, the roughshod manner in which they were passed 

has detracted from their merits. 

 Appearing first as Ordinances, the government leveraged its brute majority in Parliament to 

rush through the Bills in a monsoon session, truncated by Covid-19 with the minimum of 

debate. 

 Later, when farmers hunkered down on Delhi’s borders, the government claimed that it had 

held extensive pre-legislative discussions with farm lobbies and then wielded the security 

agencies against key protestors. 

 Now, the agriculture ministry has admitted in reply to an application under the Right to 

Information Act that it has no record of such consultations. Examples such as this do not 

encourage trust in the government. 

 The upshot has been that, despite assurances that the minimum support price would remain 

and that the laws amended to remove the administrative restraints on contractual appeals 

in court, the farmers are disinclined to take the government at its word. 

 This trust deficit had manifested in nationwide protests against the Citizenship Amendment 

Act, of which Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh became a potent symbol. 

 Both protests have demonstrated that the absence of a meaningful opposition party does 

not preclude the citizenry from mobilizing on its own initiative when it perceives its interests 

are at stake. 

 In the case of the Covid-19 vaccine drive, the relatively poor turnout in several states points 

to distrust over the approval granted to Bharat Biotech’s candidate Covaxin because Phase 

III clinical trials had not been completed. 
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 The fact that this vaccine is administered after the recipient signs a consent form is unlikely 

to instill confidence in a large majority of the population that is ill-equipped to comprehend 

the risks embedded in clinical trials. 

 Now, it transpires from the minutes of the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) meetings, which 

were released by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization, that the SEC initially 

expressed reservations about Covaxin but approved it just two days later without 

explanation. 

 The trust deficit appears to be manifesting itself within government too. 

 Importance and Outcome of Public Trust: 

o A decline in trust can lead to lower rates of compliance with rules and regulations. 

o Citizens and businesses can also become more risk-averse, delaying investment, 

innovation and employment decisions that are essential to regain competitiveness 

and jumpstart growth. 

o Nurturing trust represents an investment in economic recovery and social well-being 

for the future. 

o Trust is both an input to public sector reforms – necessary for the implementation of 

reforms – and, at the same time, an outcome of reforms, as they influence people’s 

and organizations’ attitudes and decisions relevant for economic and social well-

being. 

o As a result, trust in government by citizens and businesses are essential for the 

effective and efficient policy making both in good times and bad. 

o Investing in trust should be considered as a new and central approach to restoring 

economic growth and reinforcing social cohesion 

o Better information sharing of relevant deals, clearing misconceptions, voluntary 

sharing of information as well responding effectively to RTI queries etc. 

o Government can improve its consultation with relevant stakeholders in the issues 

having major public ramification. Consultation followed by addressing the concerns, 

taking all the stakeholders in to confidence, putting major policy decisions or laws in 

the public domain etc. 

Conclusion: 

Trust is essential for social cohesion and well-being as it affects governments’ ability to govern and 

enables them to act without having to resort to coercion. Consequently, it is an efficient means of 

lowering transaction costs in any social, economic and political relationship. 

Higher standards of disclosure for private entities would enable superior supervision 

and also incentivize better internal governance. The government must make a bolder 

push for business transparency. Justify. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/private-firms-disclose-too-little-information-11611765078830.html


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 69 

In a country given to one maze after another of equity cross-holdings, some of them designed as 
smokescreens, we require clear disclosures on the beneficial ownership of businesses. Hence, this 
article argues for transparency and regulation. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To justify the need to regulate the fast growing private sector by pushing for more transparency. 
Directive: 
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth of 
the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning the importance of transparency in private entities. 
Body: 
In the first part, develop a link between higher standards of disclosure with better supervision and 
better internal governance. Cite examples of scams which happened due to the lack of transparency. 
In the next part, suggest how the government can make the bolder push for business transparency. 
Disclosure-sensitive nature of the markets, harder for promoters to take public limited companies 
private, minority shareholders issues and enhanced disclosures for debt ridden companies etc. 
Also,write about the risks associated with over regulation and over emphasis on disclosure 
standards. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

Every company has the right to keep information confidential that does not mandatorily have to be 

disclosed and could hurt its interests, should rivals and others get hold of it. 

Widely-held companies whose shares are listed for public trading, though, can face a negative 

market response if they stop revealing numbers they usually do, as Reliance saw. Its share price fell 

after it withheld its gross refining margin in its quarterly results. 

If markets are disclosure-sensitive for good reason, so are regulators tasked with watching out for 

anything that might hurt providers of capital or threaten the stability of our financial system. 

Body 

Transparency is the price a business pays for the privilege of limited liability. It is thus a good sign 

that the government has made it harder for promoters to take public limited companies private—a 

move often aimed at reducing the data that needs to be disclosed. 

1. The Ministry of corporate affairs (MCA) withdrew a provision for automatic approval of such 

an application in case it elicits no official response within 30 days. 

2. The Centre is also reportedly keen to tighten a few laws so that auditors and company 

secretaries are pushed to exercise their fiduciary duties in proper alignment with all norms and rules. 

The more closely business operations are watched, the less scandal-prone they are likely to be. 

Disclosure requirements vary quite a bit, depending on their ease of access to funds and the general 

responsibility they bear, as it should be. Listed public firms must reveal the most, as they have 

minority shareholders who need to be kept in the loop of operational matters that go beyond mere 

results. But these form only a tiny fraction of all Indian firms in operation. There are unlisted public 
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companies, too, though the majority are closely-held private businesses that are required to reveal 

the least. 

Higher standards of disclosure for private entities would 

1. Enable superior supervision and also incentivize better internal governance. 

2. Business ownership, in particular, should not be easy to obfuscate. 

Private firms above a specified size with debt higher than a certain level could qualify for enhanced 

disclosures. They need not offer us a fishbowl view, but just enough to allow aggregate analyses that 

are more meaningful than what we can perform on data drawn from the MCA’s database. 

In a country given to one maze after another of equity cross-holdings, some of them designed as 

smokescreens, we require clear disclosures on the beneficial ownership of businesses. What we 

need to know has evolved. So must regulation. 

Conclusion 

Accountability and transparency are treated as major building pillars for governing democratic 

nations in recent years. Citizens who are paying their taxes would like to know exactly where their 

money is spent and all the developments that has happened in the country. Consequently, higher 

the transparency and accountability better the stability of the country’s economy. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

India should aim to further strengthen relationship with Bangladesh as Chinese 

communist party meddling intensifies amidst instability. Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction: 

India and Bangladesh share the fifth-longest land boundary in the world. It has long been important 

for India to maintain a positive working relationship with Bangladesh to bolster security and border 

management. It has also been pertinent for China as well to maintain a welcoming relationship with 

Bangladesh – both to ensure trade benefits by using Bangladesh’s ports and to keep a check on India 

as well. India was the first country to recognize the sovereignty of Bangladesh and establish 

diplomatic ties in 1971. 

The ongoing China-India conflict could reverberate in the geopolitical dimensions of South Asia, 

leading to new relations in the region. Contrary to beliefs that rivalry between China and India 

makes the relations with other neighbours vulnerable, Bangladesh emerges as a curious case. 

Body: 

Chinese relations with Bangladesh: 

 Beijing began its diplomatic relations with Dhaka in 1976. China-Bangladesh relations began as a 

process of comprehensive cooperation for trade, economic cooperation, and technology 

exchange. 

 China was deepening relations with South Asian countries to form and maintain its hegemony in 

South Asia. That meshed well with Bangladesh’s “Look East” policy, which is essentially designed 
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to lessen Dhaka’s dependence on India and open up new avenues of cooperation with China and 

Southeast Asia. 

 China replaced India as the top trade partner in Bangladesh in 2015. 

 As a member of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Bangladesh has received Beijing’s support, 

including through 27 agreements signed when President Xi Jinping visited Bangladesh in 2016. 

 With the sole exception of Bhutan, which does not have diplomatic relations with China, all of 

India’s other neighbours have joined the BRI. 

 Meanwhile, India’s otherwise solid relationship with Bangladesh turned sour after August 2019, 

when Indian government completed the NRC in the north eastern state of Assam. 

 NRC is meant to verify citizenship and rule out illegal migrants from Bangladesh. Over 1.9 million 

people were left out of the Assam NRC, creating concern for Bangladesh over the possibility of a 

sudden influx of people forced out of the Indian state. 

 When the Indian home minister mentioned a plan for an all-India NRC in the Indian parliament, 

it caused waves of anxiety for Bangladesh. More subjectively, conflating the terms “illegal 

migrant” and “infiltrator” with “Bangladeshi” hurt the sentiments of Bangladesh. 

 A new citizenship law, the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019 brought a new concern for 

Bangladesh, as India indirectly implied the poor treatment of religious minorities in Bangladesh 

and brought negative publicity for Dhaka. A feeling of detachment formed between India and 

Bangladesh. 

 Recently, Beijing granted duty free access to 97 percent of Bangladeshi products effective from 

July 1. 

 Bangladesh has also recently requested from China an infrastructure fund worth $64 billion. This 

request was made through the Investment Cooperation Working Group with China, which was 

established last year. 

 China has offered help and much-needed medical supplies to Bangladesh in order to deal with 

the COVID-19 pandemic on the condition that Bangladesh will agree to form sister city alliances 

with Chinese cities. 

 These alliances are considered a tool to develop people-to-people relations across borders by 

promoting commercial and cultural relationships. 

 China has also stated that Dhaka will be a priority should Chinese researchers develop a vaccine 

against the new coronavirus. This was reiterated by Hualong Yan, the deputy chief of mission at 

the Chinese Embassy in Dhaka, who said, “Of course, Bangladesh is our important friend and 

Bangladesh will surely get priority.” 

Measures to be taken: 

 It is imperative for India to bolster ties with this all-weather friend, and there may not be a 

better time to do so than when Bangladesh is to celebrate the golden jubilee of its 

independence. 

 The two countries also see themselves converging around a lot of commonalities, not just as 

neighbours battling the scourge of terrorism, but as leading economic partners. 
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 India should support Bangladesh’s fight against radical elements. India should also not allow 

the ideological inclinations of the ruling party to spoil the historic relationship between the 

two countries. 

 The industry in India needs to look for opportunities for collaboration in defence, such as in 

military hardware, space technology, technical assistance, exchange of experience, and 

development of sea infrastructure. 

 New Delhi should take a broader view of the changing scenario and growing competition in 

South Asia, and reach out to Dhaka with an open mind. 

 Connectivity offers a game-changing opportunity for India and Bangladesh. This is pivotal 

to India’s connectivity with its north-eastern region and with countries of ASEAN. 

 There is much room for course correction in Delhi and to shift the focus from legacy issues to 

future possibilities. 

India gave a calculated and adequate response to the ongoing skirmish with China in 

Ladakh but it needs to be wary of non-conventional military tactics that China can 

resort to. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
There is no inevitability of war but the Ladakh standoff is unlikely to end soon. China has faced 
setbacks and that is unacceptable for a superpower in the making. It may resort to unconventional 
warfare. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining unconventional warfare tactics in 21st century. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about how the Ladakh Standoff did not materialize to coerce India. With 
changing contours in America, greater involvement if U.S in Indo-pacfic and US strategy towards 
containment of China, the China probably took undertook the Ladakh standoff as limited coercion 
and attempted moral ascendancy. But India’s response for adequate, calculated and it stood firm. 
Mention the various unconventional strategies used by china that spur low-intensity conflict that 
does not cross the threshold of war, artfully taking advantage of the ambiguity in international law 
as they relate to such actions and activities. With the world growing increasingly inter-connected, 
and our reliance on internet architecture only surging, disrupting, damaging or dismantling an 
enemy’s capabilities through combinations of economic manipulation, disinformation and 
propaganda campaigns and the use of proxy groups and insurgency action, can prove to be crucial 
cogs in an overarching strategic military strategy. 
Mention steps that India can take to enhance its security and maintain its strategic interests. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

An annual report from the U.S. Department of Defense describes Chinese leaders’ use of tactics 

short of armed conflict to further the country’s objectives, citing border conflicts with India like 

Ladakh and Bhutan among the examples. 
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Body: 

 Galwan Valley issue: 

o The valley refers to the land that sits between steep mountains that buffet the Galwan 

river 

o The River has its source in Aksai Chin, on China’s side of the LAC, and it flows from the 

east to Ladakh, where it meets the Shyok River on India’s side of the LAC. 

o The valley is strategically located between Ladakh in the west and Aksai Chin in the east, 

which is currently controlled by China as part of its Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

o At its western end are the Shyok River and the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulet Beg Oldie (DSDBO) 

road. Its eastern mouth lies not far from China’s vital Xinjiang Tibet road, now called the 

G219 highway. 

o Ladakh Standoff did not materialize to coerce India. 

o With changing contours in America, greater involvement if U.S in Indo-pacific and US 

strategy towards containment of China, the China probably took undertook the Ladakh 

standoff as limited coercion and attempted moral ascendancy. 

o But India’s response for adequate, calculated and it stood firm 
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 “The side-principal rule” of ancient Chinese warfare, which proposes avoiding a frontal 

collision with an enemy’s powerful sword at his point of strength, but rather using one’s 

sword to cut into the warrior’s exposed side— “to cut things apart without one’s sword 

getting damaged”. 

 They acknowledge that fomenting terror is the most obvious tool of unconventional warfare, 

but also list many other forms of a new domination strategy: 

o Economic aid (for instance, the Belt and Road Initiative that drags countries into a 

debt trap) 

o Smuggling (by one estimate, 80% of the world’s counterfeits—a $1.8 trillion 

industry—are produced in China) 

o Cultural (the hundreds of Confucius Institutes set up in universities across the world) 

o Media and fabrication (manipulating foreign media by influencing journalists and 

opinion makers through cash and kind, and providing media outlets revenue through 

advertisements) 

o International law (China lobbied for more than a decade to become a member of the 

World Trade Organization, and after having achieved that, it has been subverting 

and ignoring its rules) 

o Provoking armed conflict 

 China calibrates its coercive activities to fall below the threshold of 

provoking conflict with the United States, its allies and partners, or others in 

the Indo-Pacific region. 
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 It can notably include operations in which the PLA uses coercive threats 

and/or violence below the level of armed conflict against states and other 

actors to safeguard its expansionism. 

 These tactics are particularly evident in China’s pursuit of its territorial and 

maritime claims in the South and East China Seas as well as along its border 

with India and Bhutan. 

o Neo-imperialist tools 

 China also employs non-military tools coercively, including economic tools 

during periods of political tensions with countries that China accuses of 

harming its national interests. 

 The Belt and Road Initiative is leading to a greater overseas military 

presence for China in the guise to protect its economic interests. 

o Multilateralism as a strategic messaging tool 

 The report says that China uses multilateral forums and international 

organizations to generate new opportunities to expand its influence, 

strengthen its political influence. 

 It promotes strategic messaging that portrays China as a responsible global 

actor, advances its development interests, and limit outside interference in 

and criticism of its initiatives. 

 The Brazil Russia India China South Africa (BRICS) grouping and Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization are among those cited as examples of this alleged 

phenomenon. 

o What should India’s response be to the new emerging situation? 

 Strategic Autonomy 

 Building and Strengthening National Capabilities: It is essential that we 

presently concentrate our effort on strengthening ourselves, consolidating 

our periphery and on external balancing. Building our own capacity in every 

aspect of hard and soft power is essential 

 Domestic Cohesion 

 Periphery Consolidation: we need to consolidate our periphery and ensure 

that it cannot be used against us. 

 External Balancing: We must simultaneously work with other powers to 

ensure that our region stays multi-polar and that China behaves responsibly. 

Conclusion: 

It is imperative that as our brave soldiers face Chinese forces on the highest battleground on earth, 

our leaders also examine how Beijing’s non-military strategies may have created fifth columnists 

within the country, working surreptitiously for China’s interests and against India’s. 
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India’s Nepal policy is heading towards deeper engagement with all sections. Discuss in 

the light of recent developments between the nations and internal turmoil within 

Nepal. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Amidst the domestic political chaos, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nepal, Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali , visited New Delhi for the sixth meeting of the India-Nepal Joint Commission on January 15, 
2021. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the changing landscape of Indo-Nepal relation in light of recent developments between 
the two countries. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, give a historical perspective of Indo-Nepal relations. 
Body: 
Present a timeline that depicts major events between India and Nepal and highlights the 
controversies around their relations. Elaborate upon the recent boundary issue as well he internal 
strife being witnessed in Nepal. 
Discuss the underlying factors responsible for unchanging perspectives for each other. Bring out their 
impacts on the relations of the both countries. Discuss ties at different levels between the two – 
people to people ties, government to government ties, the China factor etc. 
Bring out the present picture of the Indo-Nepal ties. 
Conclusion: 
Mention a way forward to recalibrate the ties and ensure mutual prosperity between the two 
countries. 
Introduction: 

Recently, India and Nepal have held their Sixth Joint Commission meeting where Nepal 

raised the Kalapani boundary dispute with India, along with other issues. This is the first time that 

Nepal has presented the boundary dispute since it issued a new political map in November 2019, 

showing the Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura region of Pithoragarh district (Uttarakhand) as part of 

Nepal’s sovereign territory. 

Body: 

 Kalapani Boundary Dispute: 

 Location: 

o It is located in the easternmost corner of Pithoragarh and shares a border on the north 

with the Tibet Autonomous Region of China and Nepal in the east and south. 

o The area resembles a slice of cake wedged in between Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and 

Kalapani and is the largest territorial dispute between Nepal and India consisting of at 

least 37,000 hectares of land in the High Himalayas. 
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o The area is in India’s control but Nepal claims the region because of historical and 

cartographic reasons. 

 

 Cause of Dispute: 

o Nepal’s claims to the region is based on the river Kali as it became the marker of the 

boundary of the kingdom of Nepal following the Treaty of Sugauli of 1816. 

o The treaty was signed between the Gurkha rulers of Kathmandu and the East India 

Company after the Gurkha War/Anglo-Nepal War (1814-16). 

o Nepal lost the regions of Kumaon-Garhwal in the west and Sikkim in the east and also 

claims over the region west of the river Kali which originates in the High Himalayas and 

flows into the great plains of the Indian subcontinent. 

o The British rulers recognized Nepal’s right to the region that fell to the east of the river 

Kali, where the Kalapani lies. 

o According to Nepal, the east of the Kali river should begin at the source of the river, 

which is in the mountains near Limpiyadhura, higher in altitude than the rest of the 

river’s flow. 

o Nepal claims that a landmass, high in the mountains that falls to the east of the entire 

stretch starting from Limpiyadhura downwards, is theirs. 

o India, on the other hand, says the border begins at Kalapani where the river actually 

takes the name Kali near Kalapani. 

o The dispute is mainly because of the varying interpretation of the origin of the river and 

its various tributaries that slice through the mountains. 

 Demarcation Work: 
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o The work for demarcation and mapping of the boundary between India-Nepal started in 

1981, for which a Joint Technical Committee was founded with a tenure till 2007. 

o It produced 182 strip maps which depicted the border but due to various reasons, 

border demarcations on two segments (Susta and Kalapani) were not completed and it 

is still not finished. 

 Significance of the Region: 

o Kalapani is connected to the other side of the Himalayan range through the Lipulekh 

pass. 

o The pass has been used for centuries by Hindu and Buddhist pilgrims and tourists on 

their way to Kailash Mansarovar. 

o It is strategically important due to its proximity to the National Capital Region and it can 

be of particular concern in case of an armed conflict with China. 

 India-China Factor: 

o During the 2015 Lipulekh agreement between India and China, both nations violated 

Nepal’s concerns as they did not consult or seek Nepal’s opinion. 

o The agreement renewed India’s Mansarovar pilgrimage connection and also boosted 

trade to Tibet. 

o Nepal criticized the agreement and maintained that India should have resolved the issue 

with Nepal first. 

 Latest Developments: 

o Nepal published a revised official map incorporating the territory from the Limpiyadhura 

source of the Kali to Kalapani and Lipulekh pass in the northeast of the triangular region 

as its territory. 

o In May 2020, the Nepal Cabinet registered a constitution amendment motion to grant 

constitutional status to the map. 

o India observed that the constitutional guarantee would make Kathmandu’s position 

inflexible and unresolving the border dispute would become nearly impossible. 

 Nepal’s Current Stand: 

o It wants to find a solution to the boundary dispute in two segments urgently. 

o It also highlighted that despite the bitterness and differences on some issues between 

the two countries in 2020, overall partnership and relations moved smoothly. 

 India’s Current Stand: 

o India was anticipating the move and has clarified that it would not discuss the matter at 

the Joint Commission level as the boundary dispute has a dedicated Foreign Secretary-

level mechanism which is yet to meet. 

 Other Issues: 
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o Nepal has also approved the Serum Institute of India’s (SII) Covishield vaccine in order to 

fight the Covid-19 pandemic in the country. 

o The Ministry of External Affairs declared that the vaccines for other countries will take 

some time as the domestic process of rolling out of the vaccine has just begun. 

o However, it assured that the requirements of Nepal would be in priority consideration 

after the roll-out of vaccines. 

o Both nations discussed the review of the Peace and Friendship Treaty of 1950. 

o The review was recommended by the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) constituted by the 

Prime Ministers of both countries in 2016. 

o The EPG report has been completed but has not been submitted to the Indian Prime 

Minister. 

o Both the delegations reviewed the development partnership and discussed the benefit 

of the Integrated Check Posts (ICP) at Birgunj and Biratnagar. 

o They welcomed the commencement of construction of the third ICP at Nepalgunj. 

o India would build two cultural heritage projects in Nepal on the ‘Pashupatinath 

Riverfront Development’ and the ‘Bhandarkhal Garden Restoration in Patan Durbar’ 

through grant assistance. 

 Importance of Nepal For India 

o Nepal lies in the middle of India’s ‘Himalayan frontiers’, and along with Bhutan, it acts as 

northern ‘borderland’ flanks and acts as buffer states against any possible aggression 

from China. 

o Nepal shares borders with 5 Indian states- Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 

Sikkim and Bihar and with free movement of people and thereby acting as an important 

point of cultural and economic exchange in India-Nepal relations. 

o Rivers originating in Nepal feed the perennial river systems of India in terms of ecology 

and hydropower potential. 

o Many Hindu and Buddhist religious sites are in Nepal making it an important pilgrimage 

site for a large number of Indians. 

 China Factor in Indo-Nepal Relations 

o In the past, Chinese interest in Nepal was to ensure that Nepalese territory is not used 

by Tibetans for the breeding of discontent. 

o However, in recent times, China has made inroads into Nepal in infrastructure, 

education and health sectors. Also, Nepal wants to take advantage of the BRI project 

built by China. 

o India feels that the Chinese inroads into Nepal are necessarily to counterbalance the 

Indian influence in Nepal. However, Nepal has asserted that its relationship with China is 

purely economic and will not be hurting the Indian strategic interests in any way. 
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o Also, India is of the view that the rising Nepal and China cooperation would undermine 

Nepal’s distinction of buffer state between India and China. 

 Way Forward 

o Although the people-to-people relationship between India and Nepal is unmatched, in 

recent times the not so good government-to-government relationship has curated many 

issues. 

o In this context: India should stop looking at Nepal purely through a security prism, and at 

bilateral relations only as transactional and part of a zero-sum game with China. 

o India should focus on working towards multifaceted relationships to the advantage of 

both nations. 

o India should negotiate diplomatically to resolve the boundary dispute with Nepal under 

the aegis of International law on Trans-boundary Water Disputes. In this case, boundary 

dispute resolution between India and Bangladesh should serve as a model for this. 

o India should maintain a policy of keeping away from the internal affairs of Nepal, while 

at the same time, in the spirit of friendship, India should guide the nation towards a 

more inclusive democracy. 

Conclusion: 

Boundary disputes are common ground for countries that have an ancient history and shared 

borders, and the India-Nepal border issues one such dispute. Thus, the two neighboring countries 

should not let the war of maps deteriorate their historical ties. Geography, including the open 

border, for one, is in India’s favour. Winning back Nepal and the confidence of its people is the 

challenge. 

The Palk Bay conflict is exacting a high toll as it continues to be a thorn in the bilateral 

relationship between India and Sri Lanka and cries for early resolution. Comment. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The tragic death of four fishermen from Tamil Nadu allegedly when the Sri Lankan Navy was about to 
arrest them last week, is yet another instance of the unresolved fisheries conflict in the Palk Bay. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the Palk bay conflict, its impact on Indo-Lankan relations and suggest measures to 
resolve it. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, write about the Palk bay conflict between India and Sri Lanka. 
Body: 
In the first part, give context, causes and various facets to the conflict – island of Katchatheevu, 
frequent poaching by Indian fisherman in Sri Lankan waters, and the damaging economic and 
environmental effects of trawling. Bring out the impact the issue has on Indo-Lankan relations. 
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In the next part, mention various steps taken to address this issues which have not been fruitful in 
resolving the issue – setting up of Joint Working Group (JWG). 
Suggest steps in which the issue can be resolved peacefully and amicably. Replacing trawlers with 
deep sea fishing vessels, ban on unsustainable fishing, joint patrolling, orderly sharing of and 
sustainable use of resources by fishermen from both sides and de-politicization of the issue etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

The Palk Bay, a narrow strip of water separating the state of Tamil Nadu in India. The bay, 

which is 137 km in length, is divided by the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL). 

Multiple issues have compounded to bring tensions to a near crisis point, which include ongoing 

disagreement over the territorial rights to the island of Kachchatheevu, frequent poaching by Indian 

fisherman in Sri Lankan waters, and the damaging economic and environmental effects of trawling. 

Body 

Palk Bay conflict: Issues 

 Kachchatheevu Dispute: In India, the fisheries dispute chiefly began with an internal debate 

about sovereignty related to ceding of the island of Kachchatheevu to Sri Lanka under 1976 

boundary agreement. 

 It exacerbated the tension between fishermen practicing traditional fishing and those 

using trawlers. 

 Moreover, Tamil fishermen were not consulted before the sovereignty was ceded. 

 Marine resource depletion and exploitation: Indian Tamil fishermen go deep into Sri Lankan 

waters and that their fishing practices have adversely affected the livelihood of their Tamil 

brethren across the Palk Bay. 

 Trawlers have since been referred to as the “hoovers of the shelf 

bottom” and “bulldozers mowing down fish and other benthic species.” 

 Transgressing territorial boundaries: The trawlers swept the sea bed clean. Since there was no 

fish on the Indian side, Indian fishermen began to enter Sri Lankan waters. 

 Civil War and ethnicity: Fishing was banned in Sri Lanka and many Lankan fishermen came to 

Tamil Nadu as refugees. 

 They worked for the trawler owners and directed the trawlers to areas where there was 

an abundance of fish. 

 Capturing Tamil fishermen: The Sri Lankan government recently passed a legislation banning 

trawling. 

 It is also vigilantly patrolling the International Maritime Boundary Line, capturing Indian 

trawl boats and fishers. 

Impact on Indo-Srilankan Ties 
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 Though Indo-Srilankan ties are currently amicable, in the case of the Palk Strait, both Sri Lanka’s 

and India’s EEZ overlap each other. 

 For instance, in the first six months of 2014, an estimated 200 Indian fishermen have 

been arrested by the Sri Lankan authorities. 

 As long as Rajapaksa was in power, his Government leveraged the fishing conflict to neutralise 

New Delhi on other fronts, amid mounting pressure on human rights and militarisation in the 

North. 

 The issue gives Colombo play the China card and may endanger maritime security in Indian 

ocean by moving closer to China. 

 India has ample good will through its non-reciprocal High impact development projects. It will 

stand to lose the soft power, if the fishermen issue is not resolved. 

Resolving the bilateral tensions 

 Resolving sovereignty of Kachachateevu: 

 To get back the island of Kachchatheevu on “lease in perpetuity” or 

 To permit licensed Indian fishermen to fish within a designated area of Sri Lankan waters 

and vice versa. 

 The first action would let Sri Lanka maintain ownership of Kachchatheevu but give back 

the island on lease in perpetuity, so that Indian fishermen could continue to fish in and 

around Kachchatheevu. 

 Secondly, persuade Colombo to permit licensed Indian fishermen to fish in Sri Lankan waters 

for five nautical miles from the IMBL. 

 Eg: In the 1976 boundary agreement, it allowed licensed Sri Lankan fishermen to fish in 

the Wadge Bank (a fertile fishing ground located near Kanyakumari) for a period of three 

years. 

 In return, Sri Lankan fishermen could be permitted to fish in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone 

under the same terms and conditions applicable to Indian fishermen. 

 Deep Sea Fishing: Immediate actions should be taken to begin the phase-out of trawling and 

identify other fishing practices. 

Conclusion 

The success of diplomacy lies in converting a crisis into an opportunity. If New Delhi and Tamil Nadu 

are determined, they can create a win-win scenario in the Palk Bay. Social security reforms for the 

fishermen community is necessary to empower them and Diversification of livelihood options of 

fishermen is the way forward. 
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Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

The new EU-China investment deal underscores the prioritization of short-term 

economic opportunities over any long-term strategy vis-à-vis a rising global power that 

is intent on challenging the fundamentals of the global order, which the EU is keen to 

preserve. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The European Union (EU) announced the ‘in principle’ conclusion of an agreement with China to open 
the Chinese market further to its investors, bringing to an end a process that began way back in 
2013. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the nature of the deal and how it has been portrayed that the agreement is of 
major economic significance” as China has committed to an unprecedented level of market access for 
EU investors, giving European businesses certainty and predictability for their operations. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, write about the key elements and important details of the agreement 
between EU and China. 
Bring about the detailed analysis of the treaty. The China-EU Investment Treaty which saw Europe 
capitulating to China’s brandishments is an indication that Europe values its economy more than its 
politics, sidelining of the U.S, the extent of implementing the agreements made as a part of the deal 
and overall instability related to the deal. 
Mention how this could impact EU-India relations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the approach that India needs to take in the wake of the recent developments 
between EU and China. 
Introduction: 

European Union (EU) announced the ‘in principle’ conclusion of an agreement with China to open 

the Chinese market further to its investors, bringing to an end a process that began way back in 

2013. 

Body: 

 The EU declared that “this agreement is of major economic significance” as “China has 

committed to an unprecedented level of market access for EU investors, giving European 

businesses certainty and predictability for their operations.” 

 This investment pact, which comes into force in early 2022, is aimed at addressing a 

longstanding European demand for greater access to the Chinese market and fairer competition 

with Chinese companies. 

 It removes joint-venture requirements in financial services while phasing them out in the 

automobile sector, even as it opens up the Chinese markets for health services, cloud computing 

and electric vehicles. 
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 At least in theory, the agreement commits Beijing to end forced technology transfers and 

improve transparency over how it subsidizes firms. 

 EU- China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment 

o Ambitious opening and level playing field for European investments 

 In terms of market access for EU businesses, China has made significant 

commitments on manufacturing, the most important sector for EU investment 

in China. 

 Manufacturing makes up more than half of total EU investment – including 28% 

for the automotive sector and 22% for basic materials. 

 This includes production of electric cars, chemicals, telecoms equipment and 

health equipment, among others. 

 China is also making commitments for EU investments in various services 

sectors, such as cloud services, financial services, private healthcare, 

environmental services, international maritime transport and air transport-

related services. 

 In the sectors covered, European business will gain certainty and predictability 

for their operations as China will no longer be able to prohibit access or 

introduce new discriminatory practices. 

 The CAI will help to level the playing field for EU investors by laying down very 

clear rules on Chinese state-owned enterprises, transparency of subsidies, and 

prohibiting forced technology transfers and other distortive practices. 

 The agreement also includes guarantees that will make it easier for European 

companies to obtain authorizations and complete administrative procedures. It 

also secures access to China’s standard setting bodies for European companies. 

o Embedding sustainability in EU investment relationship 

 The CAI will bind the parties into a values-based investment relationship 

underpinned by sustainable development principles. 

 This is the first time that China agrees to such ambitious provisions with a trade 

partner. 

 Amongst others, China is undertaking commitments in the areas of labour and 

environment such as not to lower the standards of protection in order to attract 

investment, to respect its international obligations, as well as to promote 

responsible business conduct by its companies. 

 China has also agreed to effectively implement the Paris Agreement on climate 

change as well as to effectively implement the International Labour Organization 

Conventions (ILO) it has ratified. 

 China has also agreed to make continued and sustained efforts to ratify the ILO 

fundamental Conventions on forced labour. 
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 Sustainable development matters will be subject to a solid enforcement 

mechanism by an independent panel of experts as in our other trade 

agreements. This means a transparent resolution of disagreements with the 

involvement of civil society. 

o Last year was a turbulent one in EU-China relations, with Brussels reacting strongly to 

China’s imposition of a new security law in Hong Kong, even as it accused Beijing of 

trying to spread disinformation on the novel coronavirus. 

o The EU has been trying to position itself as a global geopolitical player, and several 

member states have enunciated their ‘Indo-Pacific’ policies, a nomenclature strongly 

objected to by China. 

o And in its recent transatlantic strategy, the EU also made a case to the US to work with it 

to meet the “strategic challenge” posed by China. 

o But the new EU-China investment deal underscores the prioritization of short-term 

economic opportunities over any long-term strategy vis-à-vis a rising global power that is 

intent on challenging the fundamentals of the global order, which the EU is keen to 

preserve. 

o Impact on Trans-Atlantic Relations 

 President-elect Joe Biden has declared his desire to work more closely with U.S. 

allies and partners in order to coordinate a stronger response to China. 

 The CAI could weaken the Biden administration’s efforts for closer EU-U.S. 

cooperation on China as they no longer trust the EU’s offers of cooperation. 

 Many involved in European trade negotiations recognized Europe’s frustration 

with the U.S. “Phase One” negotiations and feel that CAI brings them closer to 

parity with the United States. 

 The United States must be patient as the benefits of CAI may prove short-lived if 

Beijing does not deliver on their promises. 

 In addition, Merkel’s mandate ends in September 2021 and her successor may 

take a harder position on China. Other EU member states are also increasingly 

skeptical toward China. 

 The new administration needs to keep things in perspective and understand that 

the long-awaited EU deal with China, seven years in the making, will not 

necessarily prevent future U.S.-EU cooperation on China. 

 The bipartisan shock in the United States at the EU’s timing of this agreement 

needs to be followed by clear messaging on the proposed U.S.-EU partnership 

on China. 

 Working together, both could focus on extracting real commitments from 

Beijing on increased market access, subsidies to state-owned enterprises, and 

respect for intellectual property. 
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 The U.S. and EU could spearhead a new multilateral coalition to balance China 

on the world stage. 

Conclusion: 

For India, there is much to consider here. New Delhi is trying to build a strategic partnership with the 

EU. But with Brussels’ inability to think strategically, this engagement is unlikely to reach its full 

potential. India would like very much for the EU to pull its weight as a global geopolitical player, but 

with the EU looking uninterested, New Delhi will have to find partners elsewhere. 

Reviving SAARC is crucial to countering the common challenges brought about by the 

pandemic and India can use it as a stage for its global ambitions. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Thirty-six years after it first began, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), 
appears to be all but dead in the water. But despite the despondency, the rationale for its existence is 
intact. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of SAARC in addressing the covid-19 related common challenges in South Asia 
and using it as platform for India’s global ambitions. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the formation of SAARC and how over the years the organization has stopped 
being an effective because of Indo-Pak bilateral tensions. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the reasons for as to why the SAARC has been practically defunct. 
In the next part, address as to how SAARC can be helpful in countering the common challenges posed 
by COvid-19 and the disruptions caused by it south Asia. Unique South Asia’s experience of the 
pandemic, counter future pandemics, developing cold storage chains, The pandemic’s impact on 
South Asian economies, promoting a more intra-regional approach towards tourism, health security, 
food security, and job security. 
In the next part, mention how India can leverage SAARC for its global ambitions.  A growing distaste 
for ‘globalisation’ of trade, travel and migration, preference for nativism, self-dependence and 
localising supply chains, dealing with the challenge from China etc. India’s proposal to launch a 
COVID-19 Emergency Fund was given positive reception etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the importance of SAARC and need to revive it. 
Introduction: 

SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. SAARC member 

nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty alleviation, S&T and 

culture to encourage people to people contact. 

SAARC aims at integration of south Asian nations for undertaking collective efforts to achieve 

common objective of regional stability and prosperity. Despite geographical contiguity and 

historical and cultural links, the SAARC region remains the most disconnected regions in the world. 
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India proposed to set up the COVID-19 Emergency Fund for SAARC countries in March 2020, with 

India making an initial non-trivial offering of $10 million; and the formation of a Rapid Response 

Team (of doctors, specialists, testing equipment and attendant infrastructure) to be put at the 

disposal of the SAARC, at this moment of grave peril. 

Body: 

 

Common challenges brought about by the pandemic: 
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 Studies have shown that South Asia’s experience of the pandemic has been unique from other 

regions of the world. 

 The pandemic’s impact on South Asian economies is another area that calls for coordination. 

 Apart from the overall GDP slowdown, global job cuts which will lead to an estimated 22% fall in 

revenue for migrant labour and expatriates from South Asian countries, there is an expected loss 

of about 10.77 million jobs and $52.32 billion in GDP in the tourism sector alone from the impact 

of COVID-19. 

 South Asia with a population of 1.8 billion has been severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 

due to poor public health infrastructure, pervasive informality and poor coverage of social 

protection. 

 The key sectors such as MSMEs, tourism and labour-intensive exports   such   as   readymade 

garments have been most adversely impacted, leading to loss of jobs for the millions of people 

in the sub region. 

 The economic growth has come to a grinding halt and the threat of rising incidence of poverty, 

hunger and inequality is real. 

Other challenges that has hindered SAARC in achieving its objectives: 

 India-Pakistan rivalry: This has become a bottleneck in achieving effective coordination. India 

has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on simultaneously. 

 Bilateral issues: Long pending issues between members like fishermen issue between India and 

Srilanka, Teesta water sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack of direct access to 

Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted in arriving at common ground for 

regional integration. 

 SAARC charter doesn’t allow discussion of bilateral issues as a result of which the contentious 

issues continue to simmer and countries are not able to come forward. 

 Perceived Big-Brother attitude of India: Asymmetry in the region due to sheer size of Indian 

economy and stature in international arena requires India to play an over active role. However, 

this is perceived as big brother attitude by other members creating mistrust. 

 Internal Crises: Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue in 

Srilanka, Constitutional crisis in Nepal, religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and Bangladesh, 

Terrorism and instability in Afghanistan. Consequently, there is no much enthusiasm to achieve 

collaboration in the sub-continent. 

 China’s inroad into SAARC countries: Increasing presence of china in the region and reservations 

of India with China is creating roadblocks. India cannot match the levels of financing by China. 

China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations. 

 Poverty- Ridden: Even though the region accounts for 21% of world population, its share in 

global GDP is just around 3%. Being one of the poverty ridden areas of the world, there is 

limited avenues to achieve synergy. 

 The lack of finance, research and technology has also hampered trade facilitation, monitoring 

etc 
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 The non-availability of adequate infrastructure in the form of roads and cargo/ship handling 

equipment has also hindered the progress. 

 Due to same agriculture produce like Basmati rice in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, the scope 

of trade is also inherently less. 

 Tariff and non-tariff barriers have also played their role in keeping the level of integration low, 

especially since Pakistan hasn’t extended MFN status to India and therefore, with so many items 

been put under the ‘negative list’. 

Effective grouping like SAARC will be beneficial for India: 

 The importance of regional cooperation particularly in the spirit of South-South cooperation 

between geographically contiguous countries cannot be belittled. 

 Seamless physical connectivity: Connectivity between regions increases the economic 

interaction and collective growth of region. This increases the economic and political bonhomie 

between nations and its people. 

 Trade and Commerce: Trade liberalizations under SAFTA, operationalization of SAARC 

Agreement on Trade in Services (SATIS) have the potential to tackle the developmental deficit 

together. 

 Common threats of Terrorism, Climate Change impacts, Poverty and Socio-Economic 

backwardness can be fought together as the problems plague all countries equally. 

 Unexplored and high-potential areas like Power generation, Science & Technology, Sports, 

Culture can be strengthened through agreements and MoUs. 

Measures needed to revive SAARC: 

 India should take the lead and work with its neighbors to slash the tariff and non-tariff 

barriers. 

 SAARC should also seek free and preferential trading arrangements with other regional bodies, 

notably the EU and the ASEAN. It should also remain fully focused on the SAARC social charter 

to spread out its reach to the common man. 

 There is a need to focus on small politics instead of big politics to resolve conflict in conflicting 

regions. This would mean that they focus on economic cooperation and other small ways that 

can create cooperation and more peace 

 SAARC cannot be effective unless it places itself on a managerial position to achieve regional 

order, forcing all the members to act mutually in making the region a ‘zone of peace’ and the 

center for world business. 

 All countries should come together to sort out their differences, either multilaterally or 

bilaterally. It’s not necessary to sort out the differences but despite that, it is necessary to work 

with the differences like that of India-China, Japan and China, Russia and Japan. 

 The bilateral issues between member nations should be resolved. Bilateral Issues between 

India- Pakistan, India- Sri Lanka, Pakistan- Afghanistan etc. must be improved with serious 

engagement and collaboration – working together to bring peace and stability as a common 

good in the region. 

 Information on terrorism, trafficking, smuggling etc. must be shared and joint exercises must be 

conducted to build mutual trust and capability. 
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 SAARC needs to work on Improving infrastructure and regional connectivity – Collaboration in 

scientific research, universities exchange programs, tourism etc. will have a positive effect on 

relations among countries. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Mutual mistrust and non-cooperation 

should not be allowed to undermine this potential. Deeper regional economic integration will create 

greater interdependence with India acquiring the central role, which, in turn, would serve India’s 

strategic interests too. SAARC should function as an autonomous institution by which driving 

principles, strategic actions, and rules of law can be implemented in a way that is relevant to both, 

its own members and other rising powers. 

New Delhi’s entry into the UN Security Council (UNSC) coincides with the emergence of 

a new world order. Hence India’s quest of its goals at the UNSC must have a clear 

agenda and also reflect its material and geopolitical limitations. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Five new countries — India, Mexico, Norway, Ireland and Kenya — formally joined the U.N. Security 
Council on Monday at a time of growing polarization in the body charged with keeping world peace 
and security. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the path India has to pursue in order to achieve its goals at the UNSC in the face of 
emerging new world order. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning the start of India’s tenure as the non-permanent member of UNSC and the 
opportunity it offers. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, address the emergence of the new world order. Systemic uncertainty, 
little care for global commons, absence of global leadership, the steady division of the world into rival 
blocs, and an age marked by unabashed pursuit of narrow national interests, putting even the 
rhetoric about a value-based global order on the backburner. Also, mention the changes witnessed in 
India. 
In the next part, mention how India should purse it long term goals in this short tenure having a clear 
agenda whilst reflecting its limitations. The China Issue, Cross Border terrorism, build coalitions 
among like-minded states, address issues like climate change and non-proliferation, the Indo-Pacific 
and set out its priorities for the next decade etc. 
Conclusion: 
Stress on the fact that India’s approach should be a practical long term approach. 
Introduction 

India’s two-year non-permanent stint at the UNSC should be viewed as a once-in-a-decade 

opportunity to clearly identify and pursue its national interests regionally and globally. Though India 

is at the fore front in contention of a permanent seat, it has obstacles from veto yielding countries to 

rival groups of G-4 such as coffee club among others. 
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Body 

New world order on the unveil 

 Cold War 2.0: The risk of superpower rivalry between USA and China is looming large, destroying 

multilateralism and increasing confrontations such as Trade War. 

 Systemic uncertainty: American policy vacillation such as withdrawal from JCPOA, stopping 

funds to WHO, WTO dispute mechanism in disarray are some examples. 

 Increasing aggression from China: High handed against Taiwan (island encirclement), Galwan 

Clash with India and South China sea aggression shows how China is trying to dominate the 

world order. 

 Post-pandemic world: There is a cut throat competition in technology, space and maritime 

space. Current global governance is in anarchy and cannot handle the emerging challenges 

posed. 

India’s pursuit of goals through UNSC 

 New Delhi’s tenure at the UNSC comes in the wake of its growing military rivalry with Beijing, the 

impact of which has already started to be felt at the UNSC meetings in New York. 

 India must seek cooperation from Biden administration to push back China at UNSC, as it did 

during designation of Mazhood Azhar as global terrorist. 

 India’s seat at the UNSC is also significant vis-à-vis China to ensure checking further Chinese 

incursions along the Line of Actual Control and building up enough infrastructure and mobilising 

sufficient forces in the forward areas. 

 At the 20th UNSC ministerial committee, there was establishment of the Counter Terrorism 

Committee. It has set the stage for New Delhi’s approach on the issue. 

 New Delhi recently assumed the chair of the Taliban sanctions committee which assumes 

significance given the fast-moving developments in Afghanistan and India’s new-found desire to 

engage with the Taliban. 

o Protecting India’s regional security, while a legitimate government is installed in Kabul is 

of utmost importance for India. 

 New Delhi must use the forum and its engagement there to build coalitions among like-minded 

states and set out its priorities for the next decade — from climate change to non-proliferation. 

 Given India’s centrality in the Indo-Pacific region and the growing global interest in the concept, 

New Delhi would do well to take it upon itself to shape the narrative around it. 

o In doing so, it should, through the UNSC and other means, court Moscow once again and 

assuage its concerns about the Indo-Pacific. 

 Conclusion 

New Delhi’s pursuit of its national interest at and through the UNSC must also be tempered by the 

sobering fact that the UNSC is unlikely to admit new members any time soon, if ever at all. So New 

Delhi must focus its energies on what it can achieve during the short period that it would be in the 

UNSC rather than what it wishes happened. 
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Over the past year, India has been exploring the possibility of a Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) with the U.S, but this move was not adequately reciprocated. Critically analyze the 

impact a FTA with the U.S would have on India. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

Economic relations between USA and India have largely been frosty, despite the bonhomie between 

their leaders. With the new administration under Biden, India must renew its efforts for early 

conclusion of free trade agreement FTA to tap the potential of their complementarities. 

Body 

Need for India-USA FTA 

 Share of Indian export to Asian countries has dropped in the past decade despite forging major 

free trade alliances but it has gone up in traditional markets like US and Europe. 

 A major reason India has not lost out on its traditional markets like the US and the EU is the 

number of trade complementarities with these partner countries.  

 For instance, the US’ major imports from the world comprise of machinery, mineral fuels, 

pharmaceuticals, organic chemicals, gems and jewellery, furniture etc., which are also India’s top 

export items. 

 For the US, our untapped export potential as a percentage of the current exports is around 60 

per cent, while for the EU, the number is a staggering 90 per cent. Hence the focus must be on 

deep bilateral FTA’s. 

Possibility of India-USA Free Trade Agreement and issues 

 India is seeking exemption from high duties imposed by the US on some steel and aluminium 

products. 

 India also wants resumption of export benefits to certain domestic products under the GSP, and 

greater market access for its products from sectors such as agriculture, automobile, automobile 

components and engineering. 

 On the other hand, the US wants greater market access for its farm and manufacturing 

products, dairy items and medical devices, apart from cut in import duties on some information 

and communication technology products. 

 However, India cannot allow US Dairy, based on religious sentiments. The cow is bred on meat-

based fodder, which goes against India’s beliefs. However, USA cannot be convinced on this 

point. 

 Compulsory licensing in medical devices and recent steep cut in stent prices are sticky issues 

that USA will press for. 

 There is concern on the US keeping certain Indian products (24 items) under TVPRA (Trafficking 

Victims Protection Reauthorization Act) list and designating them as 'child labour sectors', 

thereby denying them the opportunity to participate in supply contracts of US government 

agencies. 
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Conclusion 

India and the US are negotiating a limited trade deal with a view to iron out differences on trade 

issues to boost economic ties. Trade should be reciprocal and now countries are moving towards 

balanced trade, and India will also have to engage with countries to expand trading relationships on 

its strengths and competitiveness. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

With shared history, the commonwealth and the recent completion of Brexit, there is a 

new opportunity in furthering India-U.K. ties but its position is precarious. Analyze. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson who, due to the ravages of COVID-19 mutations in the U.K., has 
expressed his inability to attend a truncated version of India’s Republic Day. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the changing contours India-U.K relations – the opportunities and costs associated 
with it in a post Brexit world. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by providing context of India-U.K relations, the historical angle, aftermath of Brexit and a 
ravaging pandemic. 
Body: 
Start by writing about the scale of existing relations with Britain. Mention the changes that Brexit will 
bring in to the bilateral relations between India and Britain. Mention its impact. 
Analyze the opportunities for collaboration between India and Britain in the aftermath of Brexit. . 
One and a half million persons of Indian origin reside in Britain. Before COVID-19, there were half a 
million tourists from India to Britain annually and twice that figure in the reverse direction. Around 
30,000 Indians study in Britain despite restrictive opportunities for post-graduation employment. 
Britain is among the top investors in India and India is the second-biggest investor and a major job 
creator in Britain. Mention about leveraging the commonwealth for mutual benefits. 
Mention the obstacles: duty reductions on autos, wines and spirits and wanted India to open 
financial sectors such as banking and insurance, postal, legal, accountancy, maritime and security 
and retail. India, as always, sought free movement for service professionals. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward as to how these countries sharing a common history can have a win-
win relationship. 
Introduction: 

A new British Council report suggests great opportunities for India and the UK from forging a 

stronger relationship. Closer cultural and educational ties can help to unlock that partnership. India 

has a shared past with Britain and needs to chart a different shared future, now that Britain has left 

the European Union (EU). One joint enterprise will be as members of the UN Security Council where 

Britain has permanent status and India holds a non-permanent seat this year and next. 
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Body: 

 India-UK Trade: 

o India has had strong historical ties with the U.K. and currently, it is one of India’s most 

important trading partners. 

o It is a significant partner of India as an FDI investor after Mauritius and Singapore which 

ranked second and first respectively. 

o Similarly, the U.K. is one of the largest investors in India, among the G20 countries. 

o The bilateral trade between the two countries stood at 15.5 billion USD in 2019-20 as 

against 16.87 USD billion in 2018-19. 

o India has engagement with the UK in sectors like pharma, textiles, leather, industrial 

machinery, furniture, and toys. 

o India is also looking to the UK to support it with technology-based products such as high-

quality cameras, medical devices, and automobiles. 

 Close relations 

o India-U.K. links are substantial. One and a half million persons of Indian origin reside in 

Britain, 15 of them are Members of Parliament, three in Cabinet and two holding high 

office as Finance and Home Ministers. 

o Before COVID-19, there were half a million tourists from India to Britain annually and 

twice that figure in the reverse direction. 

o Around 30,000 Indians study in Britain despite restrictive opportunities for post-

graduation employment. 

o Britain is among the top investors in India and India is the second-biggest investor and a 

major job creator in Britain. 

o India has a credit balance in a total trade of $16 billion, but the level is below India’s 

trade with Switzerland, Germany or Belgium. 

o Upgrading the ties – Both countries up for upgrading of the 2004 India-U.K. Strategic 

Partnership to a “Comprehensive” Strategic Partnership. 

o This will help to envision closer military ties, cooperation in Indo-Pacific strategies, 

counter-terrorism and fighting climate change. 

o Hoping for FTA – Britain is on a mission to secure free trade partners after Brexit. It has 

wrapped up nearly 20 trade deals, including most recently with the U.S., Japan, and 

Vietnam and is hoping for India to sign the same. 

o Corona pandemic and cooperation for vaccine manufacturing – The highlight of India’s 

relations will be closer cooperation on the coronavirus vaccine. 

o India’s Serum Institute set to produce and distribute the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine in 

India, and then as part of the COVAX project to other developing countries. 
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 Significance: 

o Brexit: The UK has been pushing India for a bilateral trading arrangement ever since it 

voted to leave the European Union (EU) in June 2016 and left finally in January 2020. 

o However, India had been resisting these efforts as it decided that the Brexit process 

should complete first. 

o India has been keen to understand how much of a “special and preferential” access the 

UK will get in the vast European market when it is out of the EU’s single-market 

dynamics. 

o Strategic Partner: The UK is a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and one of 

the strategic partners of India. 

o Strengthening bonds with the trade would seek UKs support at global issues like 

standoff with China in the Ladakh sector of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and claim for 

permanent seat at UNSC. 

o Review of Trades: India could seek a review of trading agreements including 

renegotiating tariffs on some items along with the tightening of provisions governing 

country-of-origin certification. 

o UK is a populist nation advocating ‘make my country great again’ and ‘my country first’. 

Their brand of democratic politics is self-centered and impervious to criticism. 

o Britain has now delivered one that is tariff- and quota-free and allegedly “takes back 

control over our money, borders, laws, trade, and our fishing waters,” but has potential 

for friction both with the EU and domestically. 

o Modi visited the U.K. in 2015 when six major agreements were concluded. 

o It is unlikely that any assessment has been made of the implementation of those 

accords, but in contemporary diplomacy, it is common for a raft of new treaties to be 

superimposed on existing ones even where there is insufficient progress. 

o India has been fruitlessly negotiating a trade agreement with the EU since 2007, during 

which Britain was considered the main deal-breaker. 

o The EU wanted duty reductions on autos, wines and spirits and wanted India to open 

financial sectors such as banking and insurance, postal, legal, accountancy, maritime and 

security and retail. India, as always, sought free movement for service professionals. 

o The same obstacles with post-Brexit Britain will arise, because the export profile of both 

countries is predominantly services-oriented. 

o In response to free movement for professionals, Britain will refer to its new points-based 

system for immigrants, while after withdrawing from the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership, India is cautious about negotiating any new trade agreement, and 

will place greater stress on aspects related to country of origin and percentage of value 

addition in exports. 
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o Therefore, when the time comes for a discrete agreement with Britain, the two 

countries may settle for a limited one perhaps covering pharmaceuticals, financial 

technology, chemicals, defence production, petroleum and food products. 

 Challenges in India-UK relations 

o Stagnancy in the relations – India-UK relations are stagnant for the past five years due to 

Britain’s Brexit preoccupation. 

o The relationship has failed to progress in this time, despite visits by Mr Modi and former 

British Prime Minister Theresa May. 

o Other less important issues gained the narrative – Issues such as visas and the fate of 

fugitive Indian businessmen in the U.K. have been allowed to dominate the narrative. 

o The MEA had responded sharply to protests at the Indian High Commission in London 

over the Article 370 move in Jammu and Kashmir, and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

o Britain’s concerns about the farmers’ protests that sparked responses in New Delhi 

about interference in India’s internal matters. 

o Sometimes, intense interest from the British Indian diaspora makes Indian politics a 

factor in British politics is a reminder of how closely linked the two countries remain. 

o A new chapter in India-UK relationship would necessarily entail the U.K. to be more 

sensitive to India’s concerns, and for India to be less sensitive when Britain expresses its 

concerns. 

 Way Forward: 

o India is one of the fastest growing large economies of the world and FTA with the UK has 

played a significant role in enhancing the trade volume of the country. 

o However, according to policymakers, FTAs signed by India with the UK have not brought 

the expected tangible benefits and, on the contrary, have hurt the country’s 

manufacturing sector due to liberal rules of origin. 

o Therefore, there is a need for a detailed assessment of FTAs in terms of goods, services 

and investment flows by all the stakeholders involved. 

Conclusion: 

There is a every chance that the connections between India and the UK could create one of the most 

important and positive relationships of the 21st Century. 

With eccentric and unstable Trumpism coming to an end, a Democrat control over the 

Senate, Congress and the presidency is also a welcome change for the world and India. 

Discuss.  (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  , The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Republican party has brought this ignominy upon itself, and the turn of events in the U.S. have 
shocked and alarmed the world. It will take a while to overturn the rot in U.S. politics heralded by the 
Trumpian turn in 2016 but the world will breathe a sigh of relief with the transfer of power. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the transition and changes that will be witnessed as the world moves from Trump to 
Biden at the helm of U.S.A. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context in the recent volatility and clashes regarding the transfer of power. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the volatility and unpredictability of Mr. Trump’s administrative and foreign 
policy. Substantiate with examples such as withdrawal from Paris, Iran deal, UNESCO, Trade wars 
etc. Bring out his relations with India and its effect on Indian diaspora. 
Mention the changes we can expect as we move on from the Trump era. Analyse how it will have an 
impact on the world and bilateral relations with India with a new administration at the helm 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a positive way forward. 
Introduction: 

The recent US elections made it clear that Democratic Party candidate Joe Biden would be the next 

President of the United States. He has defeated Republican candidate and former President Donald 

Trump. America is the most influential country in the present world, so the change of power in 

America will have an impact on most of the countries of the world. 

For the first time in the history of the United States, a President has incited insurrection by his neo-

Nazi brigade of right-wing supporters, opposing the peaceful transfer of power. It is tantamount to 

encouraging hostility when the world stood horrified as a witness to the rioters storming the U.S. 

Capitol. The violence against democracy, a blotch on the American constitutional democracy 

Body: 

 India- US relations: Under Biden administration 

o Economic Relations: Under Biden administration, India’s trade with the US could recover 

from the dip since 2017-18. 

 Trade Surplus: A recent analysis by experts of CARE Ratings (a credit rating 

agency) shows that over the past 20 years, India has always had a trade surplus 

(exports exceeding imports) with the US. 

 The trade surplus has widened from USD 5.2 billion in 2001-02 to USD 17.3 

billion in 2019-20. Trade surplus had peaked at USD 21.2 billion in 2017-18 and 

has moderated to some extent. 

 In 2019-20, India exported goods worth USD 53 billion to the US – that’s roughly 

17% of all Indian exports that year and imported goods worth USD 35.7 billion in 

return – that’s roughly 7.5% of all Indian imports. 

 Trade in Services: India accounts for nearly 5% of USA’s services imports from 

the World. 

o Investment: 
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 The US is the fifth-biggest source for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI – 

investment in the physical assets inside India) into India. Only Mauritius, 

Singapore, Netherlands, and Japan have invested more FDI since 2000. 

 The US also accounts for one-third of all Foreign Portfolio Investments (that is, 

investment in financial assets) into India. 

o H1-B Visa Issue: How a US President looks at the H1-B visa issue, affects the prospects of 

Indian youth far more than the youth of any other country. 

 Under President Trump, who severely curtailed the visa regime, owing to his 

policy of “America First”, India had suffered the most. 

 H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows American companies to employ 

foreign workers in speciality occupations that require theoretical or technical 

expertise. 

o US’ Generalized System of Preference: India’s exclusion from the US’ Generalized System 

of Preference (GSP) could come up for reconsideration under Biden. 

 In 2019, President Donald Trump had terminated India’s designation as a 

beneficiary developing nation under the GSP trade programme after 

determining that it has not assured the US that it will provide “equitable and 

reasonable access” to its markets. 

 India was the largest beneficiary of the programme in 2017 with USD 5.7 billion 

in imports to the US given duty-free status. 

o Other Issues: Other points of contention between India and US – such as the tricky issue 

of data localisation or capping prices of medicines and medical devices – have a chance 

of getting towards a resolution. 

 Further, under the Trump administration, the US sanctions on Iran severely 

limited India’s sourcing of cheap crude oil. 

 On China, it is more likely that a Biden administration will help India against 

China, instead of clubbing the two together. 

o Paris Climate Accord: 

 Under Trump’s leadership, the US was dissociating itself from the Paris Climate 

Treaty while India is making all efforts to upgrade the environment. 

 Biden has promised to rejoin the Paris Climate Accord, and this may help 

countries such as India in dealing with the massive challenges – both technical 

and financial – on this front. 

o Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights in India: 

 Although some US Congressmen and women had raised red flags on the human 

rights situation following the revoking of J&K’s special status under Article 370 

and passage of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act alongside the proposed 

nationwide National Register of Citizens (NRC), the Trump administration had 

not taken any actions beyond making some perfunctory statements. 
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 According to the Biden campaign’s policy paper, Biden has been “disappointed 

by the measures that the Government of India has taken with the 

implementation and aftermath of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in 

Assam and the passage of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act into law”. 

o The tricky issue of data localization or capping prices of medicines and medical devices 

— have a better chance of getting towards a resolution as we move away from the 

radical approach of President Trump to the pragmatism of a Biden presidency. 

o Importance of international organizations: – 

 In the Trump administration, the US was moving away from international 

organizations such as the World Health Organization, UNESCO, the Human 

Rights Commission. 

 India is in favor of the importance of global institutions. In this situation, there 

was a reversal in the policies of India and the Trump administration. 

 Perhaps the United States recognized the importance of these global institutions 

under Joe Biden’s administration. 

o Challenges: 

 The report of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom described 

India as a country of religious persecution to which the Trump administration’s 

response was neutral but the Vice President of the Biden administration, Kamala 

Harris, gave her statement against it. 

 At the same time, the Trump administration was neutral on the subject of the 

situation in Jammu and Kashmir, violation of democracy, Citizenship 

Amendment Act, caste and communal violence, while Kamala Harris reacted 

against India on these issues. 

 Joe Biden, who visited India in 2013, reacted strongly to the migration of people 

from India to other countries. 

 The Quad (India, US, Australia, and Japan) being built to stop China, was the 

important point of the Trump administration’s strategies and became so 

effective that even Germany was considering joining it. But it cannot be said that 

Quad will gain so much importance even in the Biden administration. 

o Way Forward 

 India should be prepared to hold its own in tough conversations on sensitive 

issues. A Biden presidency may see a renewed push towards a rules-based 

trading system across the world – instead of outright ad-hocism as was the case 

under Trump – as well as a move away from the protectionist approach that has 

been getting strong across the world. 

 Combined with the control of COVID-19 infections and the economic recovery, 

the US could yet again provide a growth impulse to the global economy that 

countries such as India need to boost their exports and grow. 
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Conclusion: 

Both countries should treat the economic and commercial dimension with as much priority as the 

strategic dimension. Both governments should embrace the prosperity-creating potential of such an 

approach. 

America’s acrimony towards Cuba has its roots in the Cold War period. As the U.S-

Cuban relationship takes yet another turn following re-designation of Cuba by U.S.A as 

a state sponsor of terrorism. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Outgoing President Donald Trump has reclassified Cuba as a “state sponsor of terrorism” in a last-
minute move that could complicate efforts by Joe Biden’s incoming administration to re-engage with 
Havana. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To trace the complicated relationship between U.S and Cuba and the impact of the recent move in 
them. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by the giving context regarding re-designation of Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism in the 
final hour of Trump presidency. 
Body: 
In the first part, trace the path of relations between the tiny Caribbean nation of Cuba and the might 
U.S.A during Cold war until now. Bring out the complication and hostilities witness during the regime 
of Fidel Castro including the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Mention the current reasons as to why the trump administration sanctioned it as state sponsor of 
terrorism. 
In the next part, bring out how the move complicates the relationship between the two nations and 
makes it tough for incoming Biden administration undoing the good work achieved in the Obama 
era. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Recently, the USA State Department has designated Cuba as a State Sponsor of Terrorism for 

repeatedly providing support for acts of international terrorism in granting safe harbor to terrorists. 

Body: 
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 Provisions for sanctions on countries: 

o The State Department of the USA can place four categories to enlist any country as 

sanctioned: 

o Restrictions on foreign assistance by the USA. 

o A ban on defence exports and sales. 

o Certain controls over exports of dual use items. 

o Sanctions can also be placed on countries and persons that engage in certain trade with 

designated countries. 

o Four countries remain on the list: Syria, Iran, North Korea and Cuba. 

 Cuba was delisted in 2015 and has been blacklisted again. 

o Cuba Designated as a State Sponsor of Terrorism: The USA government had been 

accusing the Castro regime for: 

 Illegitimate interference in internal politics Venezuela. 

 Oppressing the people of Cuba. 
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 Supporting international terrorism. 

 Subversion of the USA justice. 

o USA-Cuba Relationship: 

 The United States and Cuba have had a strained relationship for more than sixty 

years, rooted in Fidel Castro’s overthrow of a USA-backed government in 1959. 

 Presidents Barack Obama and Raul Castro took several steps to normalize 

bilateral relations, including restoring diplomatic ties and expanding travel and 

trade. 

 The Trump administration has reversed aspects of the past agreements by 

reimposing restrictions on tourism and other commerce. 

 Havana Syndrome: 

 In late 2016, USA diplomats and other employees stationed in Havana 

(capital of Cuba) reported feeling ill after hearing strange sounds and 

experiencing odd physical sensations. 

 The symptoms included nausea, severe headaches, fatigue, dizziness, 

sleep problems, and hearing loss, which have since come to be known as 

the Havana Syndrome. The USA had accused Cuba of carrying out 

“attacks”, but Cuba denied any knowledge of the illnesses. 

 Historical Reasons for Strained Relationship: 

 Cuban Revolution: 

o The tumultuous USA-Cuba relationship has its roots in the Cold 

War. 

o In 1959, Fidel Castro and a group of revolutionaries seized 

power in Havana (city capital of Cuba). 

o They overthrew the USA-backed government of Fulgencio 

Batista. 

 Cuban Missile Crisis: 

o The United States severed diplomatic ties with Cuba and began 

pursuing covert operations to overthrow the Fidel Castro regime 

in 1961. 

o The missile crisis arose after Cuba allowed the Soviet Union to 

secretly install nuclear missiles on the island following an 

attempt by the USA agencies to topple Cuban Government, 

known as the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

o In the end, Soviet Union head Khrushchev agreed to withdraw 

the missiles in exchange for a pledge from Kennedy (USA) not to 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 103 

invade Cuba and to remove the USA nuclear missiles from 

Turkey. 

 Trade with Soviet Union: 

o After the Cuban Revolution, the United States recognized Fidel 

Castro’s government but began imposing economic penalties as 

the new regime increased its trade with the Soviet Union, 

nationalized American-owned properties, and hiked taxes on 

the USA imports. 

 Embargo by Kennedy Government (1962): 

o After slashing Cuban sugar imports, the USA instituted a ban on 

nearly all its exports to Cuba, which President John F. Kennedy 

expanded into a full economic embargo that included stringent 

travel restrictions. 

 India’s Stand: 

o Supports Lifting Economic Blockade of Cuba: Recently when the 

USA opposed Cuba’s membership in UNHRC in 2019, India 

joined the majority of countries from all continents that raised 

their voices in the UN General Assembly to demand an end to 

the unjust and long economic blockade of the United States 

against Cuba. 

o Criticized the USA Embargo: In the UN General Assembly, India 

stressed that the continued existence of this siege by the USA 

against Cuba contravenes world opinion, undermines 

multilateralism and the credibility of the United Nations. 

 UN General Assembly’s Stand: 

o Since 1992, the UN General Assembly has approved every year a 

resolution acknowledging the necessity of ending the economic, 

commercial and financial blockade imposed by the United States 

of America against Cuba. 

 Way Forward 

o Reinitiating Bilateral Talks: Resuming Washington’s blockade 

against Cuba appears to be the most unjust, prolonged system 

of unilateral sanctions applied against any country. There is an 

urgent need to improve the relationship between the two 

countries through bilateral talks. 

o Respecting the Spirit of Democracy: As a large population of 

Cuban immigrants and people with Cuban roots reside in the 

USA, it is for the sake of democracy and spirit of 

internationalism that the two countries make efforts towards 

reconciliation. 
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o For India: India has good ties with both the countries. If the 

tension between the two – USA and Cuba escalates, it is 

important for India to rationally balance the relationships. 

 

As the New Year brought new tidings, old ties are being reinvigorated in West Asia. 

Comment. What is its impact on India? (250 words) 
Introduction: 

A meeting was held in the town of Al-Ula in Saudi Arabia between the leaders of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) from Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain on one side and Egypt and Qatar 

on the other. 

Body: 

 Qatar was expelled from the GCC in 2017 over a failure to agree to a number of demands put 

forth by a combination of Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

 The dispute revolved around allegations that Qatar supported Islamist militants, including the 

Muslim Brotherhood, which has been designated a terrorist organization by Saudi Arabia, the 

UAE and Egypt. 

 Qatar denied it supporting terrorism and said that the Arab countries wanted to control its 

foreign policy. 

 Some of the other conditions placed ahead of Qatar included: 

 Curbing diplomatic ties with Iran and close its diplomatic missions 

 Having to shut down Al Jazeera and other Qatar-funded news outlets 

 Close a Turkish military base and halt joint military co-operation inside Qatar 

 End interference in other sovereign countries’ internal affairs 

 Align with other Arab countries militarily, politically, socially and economically. 

 Qatar rejected these demands on the grounds that the Saudi-led coalition was trying to 

strongarm Qatar in its foreign policy decisions, this led to the boycott of Qatar. 

 The meeting was held to end the dispute and arrive at an amicable solution. Now, three and a 

half years later, the boycott has ended. 

 Background to the boycott 

 The Arab Spring was a series of pro-democracy uprisings that enveloped several largely 

Muslim countries, including Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Libya, Egypt and Bahrain. 

 However, the political and social impact of these popular uprisings remains significant 

today, years after many of them ended. 

 The Arab Spring uprisings had thrown up popular demands for reform — and an end to 

authoritarian rule and the restoration of Arab “dignity” through freedom and 

democracy. 
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 The immediate impact was witnessed when four leaders fell under these pressures, 

which also gave rise to two new developments: 

 Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated parties came to power in Egypt and Tunisia. 

 Saudi Arabia instead of bringing in reforms at the domestic front, chose to put a 

smokescreen by pointing fingers at Iran and the threat it carried in the region. 

 The Brotherhood has a well-organized grassroots network and is known for its 

mobilization and politically, it seeks to wed Islamic principles with Western-style 

democracy and poses a serious challenge to the existing monarchical order that provides 

no scope for popular participation. 

 Saudi Arabia and the UAE were taken aback by Brotherhood’s electoral successes, 

leading to Mohammed Morsi being elected President of Egypt in 2012. 

 There was widespread fear among the ruling elite that a successful Brotherhood 

administration would eventually become a template to be replicated for their countries 

as well. 

 The two GCC allies supported the Egyptian army’s coup against Morsi in July 2013. 

 These policy differences related to ties with Iran, support for the Muslim Brotherhood, 

support to different factions in the ongoing civil war in Libya and Syria, and the editorial 

slant of the Qatar-owned Al Jazeera media group. 

 The differences were serious enough for the three GCC countries and Egypt to cut off 

ties and blockade Qatar, which has a land border only with Saudi Arabia. 

 Qatar and the Brotherhood 

 Qatar, a GCC member, has not always toed the line of the Arab nations. It has 

been supporting its independent television channel, Al Jazeera, that often 

indulges in criticizing the regional leaders, and is an ardent supporter of the 

Brotherhood. 

 Qatar expresses its action as an act of exercising autonomy in foreign policy 

decisions, however, it aspires to play a major role in regional affairs. It seeks to 

offset its geographical diminutiveness with its vast wealth. 

 Qatar in its aspirations to play a larger role in the region has been very assuring 

towards US concerns and interest in the region. 

 The US felt that there was a need for wide-ranging reform in the region, it 

believed that the Brotherhood, with its blend of Islam and democracy, could 

achieve change. 

 Hence, Qatar’s backing for the Brotherhood from the early 2000s and later, 

specifically of Morsi, was in line with U.S. interests. 

 However, things took an ugly turn when the U.S. President Donald Trump’s 

hostility towards Iran and total support for Saudi Arabia allowed the Saudi led 

coalition to marginalize Qatar by imposing a boycott and they even attempted 
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to corner Qatar by imposing harsh conditionalities that impinged on Qatar’s 

sovereignty. 

 The pressure tactics did not yield desired results, as Qatar, banking on its huge 

financial resources could weather the financial assault, and it also found allies in 

Turkey, Iran and two GCC partners, Kuwait and Oman, which ensured that the 

movement of goods and people was maintained. 

 Turkey, a strong regional player led by an Islamist party, became Qatar’s 

strategic partner and even challenged Saudi regional leadership on doctrinal and 

political bases. 

 Recently, when the UAE and Bahrain “normalized” ties with Israel via the 

Abraham Accords, both Qatar and Turkey affirmed their support for Hamas, the 

Islamist party in power in Gaza. 

 The two countries are also partners in Libya, ranged against the group backed by 

Egypt and the UAE in the ongoing civil conflict. 

 Possible re-alignments 

 The reconciliation does not entirely come up as a surprise. With the swearing-in 

of the new US President fast approaching the region could be in for some major 

realignment. 

 It is expected that, besides reviving the nuclear agreement with Iran and easing 

sanctions, Joe Biden could turn his attention towards Saudi Arabia’s dismal 

human rights record and the war in Yemen. 

 Thus, the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman played his cards early to 

seek a reconciliation with Qatar. 

 The reconciliation is not without drama, the other players who were part of the 

boycott, UAE, Egypt and Bahrain have not shifted stance. 

 The UAE and Egypt feel particularly threatened by the Brotherhood; they sent 

low-level delegations to Al-Ula. 

 The trio has made it clear that the future ties with Qatar will depend on the way 

Qatar conducts itself. 

 Several international relations observers have noted that it is foolhardy to 

expect Qatar to mend its ways, it is not going to dilute its backing for the 

Brotherhood, detach itself from Turkey, or even put a gag on Al Jazeera. 

 The UAE has its own reasons for hostility towards Qatar. It has far greater 

concerns relating to the threat from the Brotherhood than other GCC members 

due to the influence of its domestic Brotherhood-affiliated Al Islah party. Again, 

its leaders are also keen to emerge as major players in regional affairs on the 

back of close links with the U.S. They, therefore, see Qatar as a rival hindering 

their aspirations. 

 Impact on India: 
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 Having nurtured good ties with all GCC countries, India will have cause to be 

satisfied with the reconciliation effort. 

 India’s energy ties with the GCC countries and the large Indian expatriate 

community in these nations are important bonds. 

 Saudi Arabia and Qatar are important suppliers of oil and natural gas to India. 

 Post-COVID-19 economic recovery in the GCC nations will aid India’s economic 

recovery as well, as these countries are major trading and investment partners 

as well as employment destinations for Indian workers. 

 With the UAE, Bahrain and Morocco establishing full diplomatic ties with Israel, 

India will have reason to be satisfied, given the close security ties it has with 

Israel. 

Conclusion: 

The Al-Ula conclave could possibly lead to some major changes in the regional alignments. There 

could be a nascent Saudi-UAE competition, with the UAE playing second fiddle to U.S. interests in 

the region and supporting its interests in diverse theatres – Yemen, the Horn of Africa and the 

western Indian Ocean. 

Turkey and Qatar, possibly with Iran, could then seize the opportunity to re-engage with Saudi 

Arabia and Egypt, thus shaping an alternative regional coalition that would perhaps be closer to 

Russia and China than to the U.S. 

The change of guard in the US will also bring in changes in the region, the Al-Ula conclave could 

trigger the emergence of a new regional order in West Asia. 

With a new administration in the U.S, discuss the elements of continuity and change it 

will have on the various contours of India’s strategic security. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
President Biden’s 17 acts of rolling back prominent Trump policies on the very first day could send 
some awkward signals about the way the new administration may view the outcome of the last four 
years of US policies. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how the new administration will impact various facets on India’s strategic security. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving the context regarding the regime change in U.S. 
Body: 
In detail, discuss one by one, the various contours of India’s strategic security and how the new 
regime will impact. You need write about what might change and what might continue the same. 
Start by, Indo-US bilateral relations – immigration, Diaspora, security etc. Then explore, U.S-China, 
U.S-EU, QUAD, U.S-Pakistan, Middle East especially Iran deal, U.S-Russia and analyze all these vis-a-
vis Indian strategic security perspective. 
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Conclusion: 
Stress on how India should prepare itself to handle the changes that might forth come. 
Introduction 

The change in US administration will have major policy shift from the Trump era, especially in 

immigration and in dealing with nations such as China and Iran. This will have a major impact on 

India’s security and geopolitics in the region. 

Body 

Elements of Change 

 Immigration: The issue of mobility for Indian workers may finally get some traction in the Biden 

administration. 

 Troop’s withdrawal: While Biden had talked about the withdrawal of US troops from the forever 

wars, he stated it will happen “responsibly in a manner that ensures we both guard against 

threats to our homeland and never have to go back”. 

 There won’t be hasty conclusion of deals that will endanger Kabul going into anarchy 

and violence. 

 Human rights: Biden has been vocal on issues like human rights abuses in Xinjiang and the 

clampdown on political freedoms in Hong Kong. 

 Same goes with India, as democrats raised issue of internet shutdown in Jammu and 

Kashmir and regarding Delhi riots. 

 Attitude on Pakistan: The Democrats may look for reset of ties with Pakistan, which is a reversal 

of Trump’s stopping financial and security aid to Pak. 

 Pakistan is the key in support of the Afghanistan peace process. 

 Climate Change: USA will re-join the Paris agreement and issues of climate change will come up 

in every aspect of negotiations including trade with India. 

 Biden has also expressed a desire to cooperate with China on transnational issues like 

climate change, non-proliferation and global health security, suggesting he might adopt 

a less belligerent approach than Trump to the relationship with China. 

Elements of Continuity 

 Terrorism: Biden administration noted in its campaign that there can be no tolerance for 

terrorism in South Asia – cross-border or otherwise. It was a veiled reference to Pakistan. 

 There is largely a bipartisan consensus in Washington that the time for a confrontation with 

China is right now. The Biden administration is also likely to be concerned about the spread of 

Chinese influence in critical advanced technologies. 

 Quad and Indo pacific: The Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy, launched under the Trump 

administration and developed in part as a way of recognising India’s growing role in the region, 

seems likely to persist in some capacity under Biden. 

 Trade: Differences on trade between India and the US are longstanding, and it is unclear 

whether Biden will reverse the steps taken by Trump (GSP benefits) or move to strike a pending 

trade deal in light of prevailing domestic priorities. 
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Impact on India’s Strategic security 

 Defence partnership: USA’s Defence secretary said that it will operationalise India’s ‘Major 

Defence Partner’ status and continue to build upon existing strong defence cooperation to 

ensure the US and Indian militaries can collaborate to address shared interests. 

 US-China and India relations: India’s biggest concern is the military stand-off with China which 

has continued for the past six months, along the LAC. 

o One reason being, Beijing had been “unhappy” at New Delhi’s convergence with the US 

strategic goals in Asia and the Indo-Pacific. 

o The US’s worsening relations with China is therefore of utmost importance to New Delhi. 

o It would also have a domino effect in the extended neighbourhood, where the 

dominance of China (Belt and Road Initiative) has led India to partner with the US to 

increase its presence through capacity building and infrastructure development. 

 Afghanistan and regional security: In the immediate region, the US’s continued presence in 

Afghanistan – and the fate of the peace talks, is not only crucial for regional security but also 

would determine Washington’s relation with Pakistan. 

o It will have major impact on Kashmir, as a Taliban government will lead to Kashmir 

becoming Launchpad for extremist activities. g.: IC-814 hijacking incident is still afresh 

in India’s memory. 

 Middle east geopolitics: Biden’s revival of nuclear deal JCPOA will provide respite for India in 

terms of energy security. 

o India’s interests are primarily the opening of Iran’s energy supplies, the rights on 

development and usage of Chahbahar, stability of the Gulf nations where the large 

Indian diaspora resides and a general absence of violence. 

o However, this may undo the Arab peace (Abraham Records) with Israel, which may 

cause new turbulence. 

 US-Russia and India relations: The S-400 deal remains contentious in US eyes with no certainty 

about application of CAATSA. If the world starts to inch towards a likely Cold War between the 

US and China, India’s relationship with Russia is going to prove challenging. 

Conclusion 

Biden has long been an advocate of deeper ties with India, going back to his days as chairman of the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He played a key role in lifting US sanctions on India in 2001 as 

well as in getting the US–India nuclear deal through the Senate in 2008, and when he was Vice 

President in the Obama administration, the US declared India a ‘Major Defence Partner’. 

China should show global leadership, in commitment to international principles of 

peace and justice, in fighting climate change and achieving sustainable development 

and avoid going down the path of arrogant superpowers. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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On January 23, eight bombers and four fighters from China entered Taiwan’s air defence 
identification zone, the latest warning to Taipei. Recent events have indicated China is resorting to 
‘show of muscle’. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role China can take up as the global leader and avoid becoming an ‘arrogant 
superpower’ 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving the context of rise of China as a superpower. 
Body: 
In the first part, give instances where china has transgressed in the recent past and resorted to show 
of power. Ladakh, Hong Kong and Taiwan etc. Link that various instances of superpowers abusing 
their power. Also, mention about the Uyghur crisis. 
In the next part, write about how China can assume a role as global leader by adhering to the 
principles of peace and justice – resolving bilateral disputes with talks, recognizing rights of 
minorities etc. In leading climate change and sustainable development – commitment to Paris 
Climate deal, honoring the Carbon neutrality, avoiding trade wars and a new cold war 
Conclusion: 
Suggest a way forward on how China could make long lasting changes with a peaceful and moral 
approach to its global ambitions. 
Introduction 

Amidst a global pandemic, china has been pursuing wolf warrior diplomacy. It is not only India that 

is dealing with a harder Chinese military posture in the midst of a global pandemic. On January 23, 

eight bombers and four fighters from China entered Taiwan’s air defence identification zone, the 

latest warning to Taipei. 

Body 

China’s aggression and other issues 

 India-China fault lines: In one instance, at the Galwan Valley in Ladakh, China has violated the 

status quo intruding into territory that is clearly on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control, 

or LAC. 

 Hong-Kong unrest: The ‘one country two systems’ in Hong Kong is dead and with it, the 

pretence that the same could be applied for the peaceful unification of Taiwan. 

o Eg: Extension of national security law to Hong-Kong and recent warning to Taiwan on 

possibility of war if it shores up defence weapons. 

 Taiwan-China conflict: Island encirclement against Taiwan and forceful takeover are becoming 

more of a reality considering Chinese navy and airforce activities in the region. 

 US antagonism: USA and Chinese navy came within 100 meters of each other in South China 

Sea. This also comes in the wake of US confrontation with China on coronavirus investigation by 

WHO. 

 Pandemic: China had to acquiesce in a consensus decision at the recent World Health Assembly 

on the conduct of an independent investigation into the origin and the spread of the virus. 

 Economic retaliation: China has shown its willingness to retaliate with economic measures as 

seen against Australia when its interests are hurt. 
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 Human rights abuses against Uighyr Muslims in Xinjiang and detention camps are widely 

criticised. Yet China continues atrocities on the minorities. 

China manoeuvres in coming times 

 Chinese leader Xi Jinping declared his country would slightly better its Paris Accord pledge by 

reaching peak carbon emission before 2030. 

 China has been moving fast towards electric vehicles, solar energy and green technologies. It can 

help smaller nations adopt these technologies and assume leadership in steering towards 

sustainable development. 

 India and china, though antagonists on border front, converge on having a multilateral rules-

based trade order in WTO. The Developed versus Developing nations dichotomy can be reduced 

paving way for better trade outcomes. 

 Paris Climate deal and Sustainable Development goals will be defining features of coming 

decades. It is here that China must ensure adhering to targets even when globally there are no 

strong initiatives in this regard. 

 China as a permanent member of UNSC, must impartially use the council for ensuring world 

security and peace. 

Conclusion 

There are tensions within the Chinese leadership on these issues and how they are resolved will also 

impact the course of India-China relations. China will have to learn to live with a multipolar Asia and 

a multipolar world rather than seek singular hegemony. 
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