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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Ancient Indian sculptural art is highly rich in its traditions. Trace the development 

ancient Indian sculpture that go back to the Indus Valley civilisation. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Ancient Indian art is highly rich in its traditions. Our myths and lore eulogise the artists. The roots of 
ancient Indian art and culture go back to the Indus Valley civilisation. The artists in those days were 
very creative with their sculptures and terracotta seals that have beautiful relief figures depicting 
animals and humans. The article covers the same. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive: 
Trace – find or describe the origin or development of. Follow or mark the course or position of 
something. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving a brief intro about the glorious and rich Indian sculpture. 
Body: 
As you have to trace the development of Indian sculupture, divide your anser in to various time 
period starting from Indus Valley, Maruayn age, Post Mauryan age, Gupta age and Post Gupta age. 
Also, cover about the development of Sculpture in South India under the Cholas. Also, mention about 
religious sculptures – Buddhist, Jain and Hindu. 
Cover the major and defining features of the sculpture of that age with examples 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the importance of sculpture in the rich cultural history of India. 
Introduction: 

Sculpture art is one of the most ancient art forms in India. Archaeological studies have 

confirmed that Indians were familiar with sculptures about 4000 years before. 

Body: 

Sculpture Making During Indus Valley Civilization: 

 Sculpture representation started with knowledge of Terracotta and effective chiselling of 

stones. 

 Apart from sculpturing in terracotta and stone, ancient Indian artists were masters in bronze 

sculpting as well. 

 The Lost Wax Technique or the ‘Cire-Perdu’ process has been known from the time of the 

Indus Valley Civilization itself. This process is in use even today. 

 The statue of the Dancing Girl found from Mohenjo Daro is one of the finest examples of 

Indus Valley art. It is a bronze statue showing remarkable achievements of the artists of the 

Indus Valley. The figurine is about 4 inches tall. Datable to 2500 BC. It is said to be in the 

tribhanga it is one of the oldest bronze sculpture. 

 Bronze is an alloy of basically copper and tin. Sometimes zinc was also added although most 

of the component is copper. 

 The alloy-making process of mixing metals was known to the ancient Indians. 

 Bronze sculptures and statuettes of various icons of Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism have 

been found from various parts of India dating from the 2nd century CE to the 16th century 

CE. 
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 Most of the images were used for religious and ritualistic purposes. 

 The metal casting process was also used for making articles of daily use like utensils. 

Sculpture Making in North India:  

 Chariot at Daimabad: datable to 1500 BC. 

 Images of Jain Teerthankaras 

 Found in Chausa, Bihar belonging to the Kushana Period (2nd century CE). 

 Images show the mastery of artists in modelling masculine human physique. 

 A remarkable depiction of Adinath or Vrishabhanath (the first Teerthankara) with long hair 

(generally the Teerthankaras are shown with short curly hair). 

 Buddha images have been found in north India, particularly UP and Bihar. 

 Standing Buddhas with the right hand in Abhaya Mudra. 

Gupta and pre-Gupta period. 

 The Sanghati or the robe is wrapped over the shoulders and turn over the right arm, while 

the other end of the robe covers the left arm. 

 The clothes of the Buddha figures are thin. 

 Youthful and proportionate figures. 

 Bronze images from Dhanesar Khera, UP: Mathura style drapery which is a series of 

dropping down curves. 

 Buddha image at Sultanganj, Bihar: Sarnath style, less drapery. 

 Bronze from Phophnar, Maharashtra: Vakataka images, contemporary to Gupta period. 

Influenced by the 3rd century Amaravati style from Andhra Pradesh. These images were 

portable and were carried by monks from place to place for personal worship or installation 

at a vihara. 

 Himachal Pradesh and Kashmir regions’ Buddhist and Hindu deities. 

 Period: 8th, 9th and 10th centuries. 

 Growth of different types of iconography of Vishnu images is seen. 

 Worship of four-headed Vishnu: Chaturanana or Vaikuntha Vishnu. 

Nalanda School of Bronze (Buddhist) 

 Emergence: 9th century CE. Pala period. 

 In regions of Bengal and Bihar. 

 Four-armed Avalokiteswara: Good example of a male figure in the tribhanga pose. 

 During the Vajrayana phase of Buddhism, the worship of the female form was seen. Tara 

images were popular. 
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Sculptures of South India: 

The bronze casting technique and the sculpting of bronze images reached its zenith in the south 

during the medieval period. 

 Pallavas: 

 Best Pallava bronze: Icon of Shiva in Ardhaparyanka asana (one leg kept dangling). 

 Right hand in Achamana Mudra (indicating he is about to consume poison). 

 Period: 8th century. 

 Cholas: 

 Chola bronze art is the most sought-after today in the world of art. 

 Period: 10th – 12th century CE. 

 Exquisite pieces of art developed during this period. This technique is still practised in 

south India, particularly in Kumbakonam. 

 Great patron of Chola bronze work: widowed Queen Sembiyan Maha Devi (10th 

century). 

 World-famous image: Shiva as Nataraja. (discussed below) 

 Wide range of Shiva iconography in the Tanjore region. 

 Kalyanasundara Murti: 9th century; marriage is represented by 2 separate statuettes; 

Shiva and Parvati’s marriage or panigrahana. 

 Ardhanarisvara image: union of Shiva and Parvati is represented. 

 Nataraja Sculpture: 

 Shiva’s dance is associated with the end of the cosmic world. 

 Nataraja means ‘Lord of the Dance’. 

 Shiva is seen balancing on his right leg. The foot of the right leg is suppressing 

the apasmara (the demon of forgetfulness or ignorance). 

 His left hand is in Bhujangatrasita stance (depicting kicking away tirobhava or 

illusion from the devotee’s mind). 

 Four arms are outstretched. 

 Vijayanagara: 

 Period: 16th century. 

 Portrait sculpture is seen wherein artists tried to preserve the knowledge of the royal 

patrons for the future generation. 

 Tirupati: There is a life-size standing bronze sculpture of King Krishnadevaraya with his 2 

queens Tirumalamba and Chinnadevi. 

 The physical body is shown as graceful and yet imposing. 
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 The king and his queens are in praying posture (Namaskara Mudra). 

Conclusion: 

Sculpture art was therefore the most significant way of expression of advanced scientific 

development during ancient time. 

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Out of all the major European powers that came to India, the British were able to 

establish a long-lasting pan Indian Empire. Examine the factors responsible for it. (250 

words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the factors responsible for the creation of a British Indian empire amongst the competition 
from the other colonial powers. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving the context to the question regarding the presence of various European powers 
present in India. Highlight the most important Anglo-French Rivalry. 
Body: 
Explain in detail as to why British emerged victorious among other rival powers. Firstly, the British 
were able to draw on some remarkable administrators, such as Warren Hastings and soldiers like 
Clive of India. 
The British were also able to draw on more resources than their competitors in India ships and 
sailors, which allowed them to isolate their rivals in India. The East India Company was also able to 
draw on the Royal Navy’s support, the largest maritime force in the world, in the period. The British 
also had many more financial resources, and they could assemble larger armies, often composed of 
native soldiers, which gave them a decisive military advantage. Also, mention about the impact of 
Plassey. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize as how these factors all meant that by at least the 1760’s that the British were not to 
have any serious European rival for two centuries and paved way for the creation of British Indian 
Empire. 
Introduction: 

British raj, period of direct British rule over the Indian subcontinent from 1858 until the 

independence of India and Pakistan in 1947. British almost took a century to expand and consolidate 

their power to become a trader to ruler with help of diplomatic and military tactics. The English had 

imposed every possible means of war and administrative policies to consolidate their own rule over 

entire India. 

Body: 
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REASONS FOR BRITISH SUPREMACY IN INDIA: 

 Superior Arms and Military strategy 

 The British had modern muskets and cannon were well equipped with a speed of firing 

and range which were better than Indian arms. 

 For that matter, many Indian rulers imported European arms and employed European as 

military officers, but they never think about military strategy which was made them 

mere imitators. 

 Loyalty, Military discipline and regular salary 

 The British were very particular about regular salary and a strict regime of discipline 

which ensure that officers and the soldiers were loyal. 

 On the other hand, Indian rulers did not have sufficient funds to pay salaries on a regular 

basis. 

 Some of the rulers were dependent on personal retinues or a rabble of mercenary 

elements that were not disciplined and loyal. 

 Procedure for the Selection of officers 

 The British select their officers and soldiers on the basis of reliability and skills not on the 

basis of heredity, caste and clan. 

 They were very strict on the subject of discipline and objectives of their campaign. 

 On the other hand, Indian rulers select their administrator and military officers on the 

basis of caste and personal relations that sometimes disregarding the merit and ability. 

 Quality of leadership 

 Robert Clive, Warren Hastings, Elphinstone, Munro etc. shows their high quality of 

leadership. 

 The British had also advantage of second line of leadership such as Sir Eyre Coote, Lord 

Lake, Arthur Wellesley etc. who fight for the cause and glory of their countrymen. 

 Although, Indian side had also brilliant leadership like Haider Ali, Tipu Sultan, Madhu 

Rao, Sindhia, Jaswant Rao Holkar but lacked by second line of leadership. 

 It is noteworthy that Indian rulers were not united and their enmities were immensely 

used by British to each other’s. 

 Strong Financial Backup 

 The British had enough funds to pay its shareholders with good dividends that compel 

them to finance the English wars in India. 

 Moreover, the British trade added enormous wealth to England that makes their 

government to help them indirectly or directly through money, material and money. 

 Lack of National Pride and unity 
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 The Indian rulers were not well-versed in a materialistic vision of diplomacy whereas 

British believe in material advancement. Indian rulers were lacking by unified political 

nationalism, which was masterly used by British to engage them into fight among 

themselves. 

 Political faction and lack of unity among the Indian rulers forced the British to aspire 

from trader to ruler. The British officers started acquiring territory just to promote and 

protect their trade interest, but political hostility in India compelled them to establish an 

empire. 

 A number of powerful kingdoms such as Bengal, Avadh, Hyderabad, and Mysore arose 

and became virtually independent from the Mughal Empire. 

 The weakened Mughal Empire was challenged by Marathas time and again. Marathas 

captured vast swathes of territory in northern and central India. 

 The remaining illusion of continued domination of Mughal power was shattered by 

Nadir Shah’s (Shah of Persia) invasion of India in 1739. 

Conclusion: 

The British who came to India for trade eventually became the political master of India. From Battle 

of Plassey to annexation of Punjab in 1849, the entire Indian sub-continent had been brought under 

British control. Apart from outright wars they employed methods like Subsidiary Alliance and 

Doctrine of Lapse to expand and consolidate their empire in India. 

The rise of Indian Nationalism was a reaction against the despotic, discriminatory and 

devious policies and nature of the British rule. Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the nature of Rise of nationalism in India. Was it a reaction against the policies of British? 
Or was it born on its own? 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by describing the genesis of Indian nationalism in the late nineteenth century. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, analyze as to how the Indian nationalism was a reaction against polices 
of the British. Mention about the Despotic nature of the rule, the racial discrimination, the lack of 
proper administration, lack of Indian in administration, alien rule, the loot and the plunder, 
indiscriminate taxation, ruining of Industries etc. 
In the next part, analyze how the Indian nationalism was a product of its own maturity. Introduction 
of modern education, influx of ideas of liberalism and constitutionalism, rise of an educated middle 
class, impact of press, impact of socio-religious reform movements etc. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement as to how the Indian Nationalism took birth. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 16 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Introduction: 

The rise and growth of Indian nationalism was the response generated by the British government 

through the creation of a new institution, new opportunities and new style allocation of resources as 

well as a worldwide upsurge of the concepts of nationalism initiated by the French Revolution. 

Body: 

The various factors which were responsible for the growth of Modern Nationalism during British rule 

are: 

 Political and administrative divide: Partition of Bengal in 1905, carried out by the British viceroy, 

Lord Curzon. 

 Political Unity:For the first time, most of the regions in India were united politically and 

administratively under a single power (the British rule). It introduced a uniform system of law 

and government. 

 Development of Communication and Transport:The introduction of railways, telegraphs and 

postal services and the construction of roads and canals facilitated communication among the 

people. All these brought Indians nearer to each other and provided the facility to organise the 

national movement on an all India basis. 

 English Language and Western Education:The English language played an important role in the 

growth of nationalism in the country. The English educated Indians, who led the national 

movement, developed Indian nationalism and organised it. Western education facilitated the 

spread of the concepts of liberty, equality, freedom and nationalism and sowed the seeds of 

nationalism. 

 The Role of the Press:The Indian Press, both English and vernacular, had also aroused the 

national consciousness. 

 Social and Religious Movements of the Nineteenth Century:The leaders of various 

organisations like the Brahmo Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission, Arya Samaj, and Theosophical 

Society generated a feeling of regard for and pride in the motherland. 

 Economic Exploitation by the British:A good deal of anti-British feeling was created by the 

economic policy pursued by the British government in India. The English systematically ruined 

the Indian trade and native industries. Therefore, economic exploitation by the British was one 

of the most important causes for the rise of Indian nationalism. 

 Revolt of 1857:The Revolt of 1857 created a kind of permanent bitterness and suspicion 

between the British and the Indians. The English feeling of racial superiority grew. India as a 

nation and Indians as individuals were subjected to insults, humiliation and contemptuous 

treatment. 

 Administration of Lytton:Lord Lytton arranged the Delhi Durbar at a time when the larger part 

of India was in the grip of famine. He passed the Vernacular Press Act which curbed the liberty of 

the Indian Press. His Arms Act was a means to prevent the Indians from keeping arms. All these 

measures created widespread discontent among the Indians. 

 The Ilbert Bill controversy:The Ilbert Bill was presented in the Central Legislature during the 

Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon. The Bill tried to remove racial inequality between Indian and 
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European judges in courts. This Bill was opposed by the British residents in India. Ultimately the 

Bill was modified. 

 Role of Western Thought and Education: The modern education played an important role in 

awakening of Indian political thinking because it assimilates the modern western ideas. The 

British introduces modern education to educate a small section of upper and middle classes to 

create a class “Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste” who would act as interpreters 

between the Government and the masses. 

 Racial Antagonism: The Englishmen considered themselves as superior in all respects than the 

Indians. They never wanted to offer the Indians higher jobs even though they were qualified and 

intelligent. The age limit for Indian Civil Service Examination was kept at twenty-one and the 

examination was held at England. 

Conclusion: 

Hence the British rule was largely responsible for a new awakening among the Indians. The collective 

impact of British rule and enlightenment of Indians led to increased nationalist feeling. 

The formation of Indian National Congress as a pan-Indian organization was the 

culmination of process of political awakening that was witnessed in India in the 

nineteenth century. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To trace the political awakening in India, starting from local/regional organization to the pan Indian 
organization. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the circumstances leading to the formation of Congress in 1885 in brief. 
Body: 
In brief mention about various theories regarding the formation of Congress – Safety Valve Theory 
and The Nationalist Theory. 
Write about the evolving political consciousness among Indians. Mention the factors responsible for 
it. Also, write about the various local organizations that sprang up across India as result of political 
awakening. Mention their demands. 
Conclusion: 
Culminate as to how these resulted in a Pan Indian organization in the form of Indian National 
Congress. 
Introduction: 

The setting up of Indian National Congress in 1885 by national leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, 

Pherozshah Mehta, D.E. Wacha, W.C. Bonnerjea, and S.N. Banerjea heralded a new step in Indian 

National Movement. The early years (1885- 1905) saw the evolution of Indian National Congress. 

The moderates dominated the Congress policies during this period and were staunch believers in 

‘liberalism’ and ‘moderate’ politics. 
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Body: 

To achieve the ends, they worked on a two-pronged methodology one, create a strong public 

opinion to arouse consciousness and national spirit and then educate and unite people on common 

political questions; and two, persuade the British Government and British public opinion to 

introduce reforms in India on the lines laid out by the nationalists. 

The major demands of the Moderates were: 

 Expansion and reform of legislative councils. 

 Greater opportunities for Indians in higher posts by holding the ICS examination simultaneously 

in England and in India. 

 Separation of the judiciary from the executive. 

 More powers for the local bodies. 

 Reduction of land revenue and protection of peasants from unjust landlords. 

 Abolition of salt tax and sugar duty Freedom of speech and expression and freedom to form 

associations 

 The repeal of the Arms Act 

 Reduction of spending on army. 

 The introduction of Permanent Settlement to other parts of India 

The Congress programme during the first phase was very modest due to the following: 

 Moderates had total faith in the British sense of justice and fair-play and looked to England for 

inspiration and guidance. 

 Moderates used petitions, resolutions, meetings, leaflets and pamphlets, memorandum and 

delegations to present their demands. 

 Confined their political activities to the educated classes only. 

 Drew most of their ideas from western political thinking which further alienated them from the 

people. 

 Their main aim was to attain political rights and self-government stage by stage. 

 The leaders were cautious in their demands and did not want to annoy the government and 

incur the risk of suppression of their activities. 

 They demanded Indian control over the public purse and raised the slogan that had earlier been 

raised by the Americans during their War of Independence, ‘No taxation without 

representation’. 

 This phase of the national movement excluded the masses and only the educated elites 

participated in it. 

 They did not demand complete independence from foreign rule. 

 They did not understand the power of a mass movement of people unlike Gandhi who used this 

power. 
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 The Moderates found themselves in a tight corner with the emergence of extremist leadership 

within the congress. 

 The British authorities also doubted their bonafides. 

 They failed to realise that there existed conflicts of interest of the rulers and the ruled. 

 They failed to keep pace with the yearnings and aspirations of the people. 

However, there were successes of Moderates too: 

 The British Government was forced to pass the Indian Councils Act of 1892, but the provisions of 

this Act failed to satisfy the Congress leaders. 

 This Act increased the size of the legislative councils and also increased the proportion of non-

officials in them. 

 They were able to sow the seeds of nationalism in the people and popularised ideals like 

democracy, liberty and equality. 

 Exposure of Economic drain policies of British was one of the major successes. 

 They exposed the basically exploitative character of colonial rule, thus undermining its moral 

foundations. 

 They used press as an effective medium to put across their views, petitions and to reach the 

populace. 

 With changing times, the Moderates also began to alter their position. By 1905 Gokhale had 

started speaking of self-rule as the goal and in 1906 it was Dadabhai Naoroji who mentioned the 

word Swaraj as the goal of the Congress. 

 Leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale and M G Ranade were social reformers too and opposed 

child marriage and imposed widowhood. 

Conclusion: 

The Moderate leaders believed that political connections with Britain were in India’s interest at that 

stage of history and that the time was not ripe for a direct challenge to the British rule. In the 

opinion of M.N. Roy, “It was the golden period of modern Indian history.” Though the immediate 

gains of the Moderates were insignificant, their contribution towards political and national 

awakening was of permanent value to India. 

Discuss about the nature of moderate phase of Indian National Congress. Do you think 

their great faith in the British sense of justice and fair play was their major drawback? 

(250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: To explain in detail the features of moderate phase pf INC and their 
style of functioning and to analyze the impact of their trust in the efficacy of British rule. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the moderate phase of INC, its nature and its leaders. 
Body: 
Explain in the detail nature of the moderate phase of INC. Their Aims and Objectives, Constitutional 
nature, Belief in the British, Inspiration, mode of operation, core composition, and important 
outcomes. 
Mention about the belief of moderates in sense of justice of the British rule. They knew the 
exploitative nature of British rule but wanted its reforms and not expulsion. 
Mention at its nascent stage they could not all out ask for expulsion for the fear of crackdown on the 
entire organization. They had to tread carefully between nationalistic interests and protecting the 
nascent congress. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement and highlight the major contributions of moderates. 
Introduction: 

In the later 1870s and early 1880s, a solid ground had been prepared for the establishment of an all-

India organization. The final shape to this idea was given by a retired English civil servant, A.O. 

Hume, who mobilized leading intellectuals of the time and, with their cooperation, organized the 

first session of the Indian National Congress in Bombay in December 1885. 

Body: 

Reasons behind the creation of Indian National Congress (INC) 

 Safety Valve Theory:There is a theory that Hume formed the Congress with the idea that it 

would prove to be a ‘safety valve’ for releasing the growing discontent of the Indians. To this 

end, he convinced Lord Dufferin not to obstruct the formation of the Congress. 

 The extremist leaders like Lala Lajpat Rai believed in the ‘safety valve’ theory. Even the Marxist 

historian’s ‘conspiracy theory’ was an offspring of the ‘safety valve’ notion. 

 Organization for expression of Indian Demands:Modern Indian historians dispute the idea of 

‘safety valve’. In their opinion the Indian National Congress represented the urge of the 

politically conscious Indians to set up a national body to express the political and economic 

demands of the Indians. Historian Bipan Chandra observes early Congress leaders used Hume as 

a catalyst to bring together. 

Major objectives of INC 

 A Pan India Organization:To found a democratic, nationalist movement through a pan India 

organization. 

 Politicize and politically educate people:Congress aimed to increase awareness about the 

colonial exploitative policies the political rights of Indians. To this end congress focused on 

demanding increasing representation in councils, Indianization of civil services etc. 

 Anti-colonialism:Develop and propagate an anti-colonial nationalist ideology; Promote friendly 

relations among nationalist political workers from different parts of the country. 
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 Forward looking political and economic programme:Formulate and present popular demands 

before the government with a view to unifying the people over a common economic and 

political programme. 

 Promote Nationalism:Develop and consolidate a feeling of national unity among people 

irrespective of religion, caste or province 

Successes of the moderates 

 Indian Councils Act of 1892 was the first achievement of the INC. 

 This Act increased the size of the legislative councils and also increased the proportion of non-

officials in them. 

 They were able to sow the seeds of nationalism in the people. 

 They popularised ideals like democracy, liberty and equality. 

 They exposed many draining economic policies of the British. 

 Leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale and M G Ranade were social reformers too and opposed 

child marriage and imposed widowhood. 

Limitations of the moderates 

 This phase of the national movement excluded the masses and only the educated elites 

participated in it. 

 They did not demand complete independence from foreign rule. 

 They did not understand the power of a mass movement of people, unlike Gandhi who used this 

power. 

 Drew most of their ideas from western political thinking which further alienated them from the 

people. 

Conclusion 

Thus the objectives of INC were not mere critique of British policies but forward looking programme 

for improving conditions of Indians. Even though Moderates were not successful in their endeavour 

they laid the foundation of mass based independence struggle with INC formation. 

The biggest contribution of moderates was not in making the Economic Critique of 

colonialism a potent weapon amongst nationalists but in laying solid foundations on 

which Indian National Movement could be built upon and flourish. Comment. (250 

words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To compare the relative importance to biggest contributions of Moderates, the economic critique of 
colonialism and laying foundations for India’s struggle for Independence. 
Introduction: 
Explain Economic Critique of Nationalism which was one of the major contributions of moderates.. 
Body: 
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Elaborate upon the economic critique of nationalism – what it was, who propounded it and how it 
became a potent weapon to attack British by moderates as well as extremists and Gandhian phase 
later on. 
Next, explain in detail the role of moderate in laying foundations for India’s struggle for 
Independence. Spreading nationalism to far and wide and protecting the nascent Indian National 
Congress from any serious repercussions of the British. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the overall contributions of moderates of Indian national movement and their legacy. 
The moderates contributed significantly in Indian freedom struggle. The main objective of the 

Moderates was to achieve self-government within the British Empire. They followed a middle path 

and not an extreme path against British Empire. 

Methods employed by the Moderates: 

 In order to achieve their aim, they made several demands for reform and indulged in criticising 

the Government policies. 

 They believed in patience and reconciliation rather than in violence and confrontation. 

 They relied on constitutional and peaceful methods in order to achieve their aim. 

 They focus on educating people, arousing their political consciousness and creating a public 

opinion, which. 

 In order to create public opinion in England, the Moderates arranged lectures in different parts 

of England. A weekly journal called India was published in England for circulation among the 

British population. 

 Moderates used different types of newspaper and chronicles to criticise the government policies 

through newspaper like Bengali newspaper, Bombay chronicle, Hindustan Times, Induprakash, 

Rast Goftar and a weekly journal India. 

 They also asked the Government to conduct an enquiry and find ways and means to solve the 

problems faced by people. 

 They held meeting and held discussions concerning social, economic and cultural matters. The 

moderates organized meetings at various places like England, Mumbai, Allahabad, Pune, and 

Calcutta. 

 They drafted and submitted memorandum and petitions to the government, to the officials of 

the Government of India and also to the British Parliament. The object of the memorandum and 

petitions was to enlighten the British public and political leaders about the conditions prevailing 

in India. 

Contributions of Moderate Nationalists: 

 The moderates led by Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, Dinshaw Wacha and others, analysed the 

political economy of British rule in India, and put forward the “drain theory” to explain British 

exploitation of India. 

 Moderates were able to create an all-India public opinion that British rule in India was the major 

cause of India’s poverty and economic backwardness. The moderates demanded reduction in 

land revenue, abolition of salt tax, improvement in working conditions of plantation labour, etc. 
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 They helped in expansion of council’s i.e. greater participation of Indians in councils and helped 

in reform of councils i.e. more powers to councils, especially greater control over finances. 

 The early nationalists worked with the long-term objective of a democratic self-government. 

 They campaigned for General Administrative Reforms. They demanded and put pressure on 

British Empire on Indianisation of government service on the economic grounds. 

 They asked and contributed in Separation of judicial from executive functions. 

 They criticised: 

 Oppressive and tyrannical bureaucracy and an expensive and time-consuming judicial system. 

 Aggressive foreign policy which resulted in annexation of Burma, attack on Afghanistan and 

suppression of tribals in the North-West. 

 Increase in expenditure on welfare, education, especially elementary and technical, irrigation 

works and improvement of agriculture, agricultural banks for cultivators etc. 

 They fought for civil rights including the right to speech, thought, association and a free press. 

Through campaigns, the nationalists were able to spread modern democratic ideas, and soon 

the defence of civil rights became an integral part of the freedom struggle. 

The nationalists were, thus, able to build a national movement while undermining the political and 

moral influence of imperialist rule. This helped in generating anti-imperialist sentiments among the 

public. But, at the same time, the nationalists failed to widen the democratic base of the movement 

by not including the masses, especially women, and not demanding the right to vote for all. 

Compare and Contrast the moderate and the extremist phase of the Indian National 

Congress. State the reasons for the rise of extremists in Indian National Congress. (250 

words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the differences and the similarities between moderates and extremists. As well as to 
account for the rise of extremists in the Indian National Congress. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving the context about the between moderate and the extremist phase of 
Indian National Congress. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, bring out detail differences between moderates and the extremists on 
parameters such as time period, nature of agitation, important leaders, and their relationship with 
British, aims and objectives and composition etc. 
Also, mention a few similarities between the two. Such as, their policy towards economic 
exploitation, their patriotism etc. 
In the next part, write about reasons for rise of extremists in Congress. Failure of moderates, new 
middle class, spread of nationalism and attitude of British towards moderates. 
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Conclusion: 
Mention about how the rise of extremists marked a new phase and added new vigor and dimension 
to the national movement. 
Introduction: 

When the failure of moderate politics became quite apparent by the end of the 19th century, 

reaction set in from within the congress circles and this new trend is referred to as the ‘Extremists’ 

trend. This extremism developed in three main regions and under the leadership of three important 

individuals- Bipin Chandra Pal in Bengal, Bal Gangadhar Tilak in Maharashtra and Lala Lajpat Rai in 

Punjab. 

Body: 

Comparison between Moderates and Extremist Leadership of Congress 

Basis Moderates Extremists 

Phase 1885-1905 1905-1920 

Aim 

1. Aimed at administrative and 

constitutional reforms. 

2. Wanted more Indians in the 

administration and not to an end of 

British rule. 

3. They were secular in their attitudes, 

though not always forthright enough to 

rise above their sectarian interests. 

They knew the exploitative nature of 

British rule but wanted its reforms and 

not expulsion. 

1. Aim of getting Swaraj 

2. Wanted to end the tyranny rule of 

British. 

Ideology 

1. They believe in the efficacy of 

peaceful and constitutional agitation. 

2. They had great faith in the British 

sense of justice and fair play. 

3. They were inspired by the ideas of 

western philosophers like Mill, Burke, 

Spencer and Bentham. Moderates 

imbibed western ideas of liberalism, 

democracy, equity and freedom. 

1. They were radical in their approach. 

Demands of extremists were aggressive. 

2. They believed in atmashakti or self-

reliance as a weapon against 

domination. 

3. Ideological inspiration was Indian 

History, Cultural heritage, national 

education and Hindu traditional 

symbols. Hence, they revived the 

Ganapati and Shivaji festivals to arouse 

the masses. 

4. They wanted to inculcate pride in 

India’s glorious culture to generate the 

spirit of nationalism. They invoked 

goddesses Kali or Durga for strength to 

fight for the motherland. 
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5. Guided by four: principles Swarajya, 

Swadeshi, Boycott of foreign goods and 

National education to make the Indian 

aware. 

Methodology 

1. They follow the principles of 3P: 

Petition, Prayer and Protest. 

2. They believed in cooperation and 

reconciliation. 

1. They believe in militant methods. 

2. They follow the principle of 

atmashakti or self-reliance as a weapon 

against domination. 

3. Method of Non-Cooperation. 

4. They advocated democracy, 

constitutionalism and progress. 

Leaders 

A.O. Hume. W.C. Banerjee. Surendra 

Nath Banerjee, Dadabhai Naoroji, 

Feroze Shah Mehta. Gopalakrishna 

Gokhale. Pandit Madan Mohan 

Malaviya. Badruddin Tyabji. Justice 

Ranade and G.Subramanya Aiyar 

Lala Lajpat Rai, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak. Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo 

Ghosem Rajnarayan Bose, and  Ashwini 

Kumar Dutt 

Social 

Support 

Zamindars and Upper middle classes in 

towns 

Educated middle and lower middle 

classes in towns 

Contribution 

1. Economic Critique of British 

Imperialism 

2. Constitutional Reforms and 

Propaganda in Legislature 

3. Campaign for General Administrative 

Reforms 

4. Defence of Civil Rights 

1. Demand of Swaraj 

2. Mass movement 

3. Spread of national education 

4. Upliftment of downtrodden 

5. Nationalism 

6. Support to revolutionary movements 

7. Rise of communalism 

8. Encouraged co-operative organisation 

9. Set up charitable association for rural 

sanitation, preventive police duties, 

regulation of fairs and pilgrim gatherings 

for providing relief fund during famines 

and other calamities. 

  

The factors that led to the rise of and extremist trend within the Congress circles 

 Frustration with moderate politics was definitely the major reason behind the rise of extremists’ 

reaction. The congress under moderate leadership was being governed by an undemocratic 

constitution, although after repeated attempts by Tilak, a new constitution was drafted and 

rectified in 1899, it was never given a proper trial. 
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 Moderate politics reached a dead end as most of their demands remained unfulfilled and this 

was certainly a major reason behind the rise of extremism. 

 The failure of the Moderates to win any notable success other than the expansion of the 

legislative councils by the Indian Councils Act (1892). 

 The partition of Bengal in 1905 opened the eyes of the Indians to the true colors of the British 

rulers. 

Conclusion 

The extremists drew inspiration from India’s past, invoked the great episodes in the history of the 

Indian people and tried to infuse national pride and self-respect among them. Idealizing western 

culture gives the Indians an inferiority complex. The rich history of India was revived by them, 

especially with regard to Hindu history and ideologies. 

“Our nation is like a tree of which the original trunk is swarajya and the branches are 

swadeshi and boycott.” Comment with regards to swadeshi movement. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain regarding the swadeshi and boycott facets of swadeshi movement which were aimed 
towards achieving swaraj. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by briefly elaborating the quote by Bal Gangadhar Tilak on swadeshi movement – the reasons 
for it launch and its aims and objectives. 
Body: 
Bring out the relation of swarajya (self-rule) being the ultimate aim that was to be achieved and the 
means were swadeshi and boycott. 
Write in detail about how swadeshi movement emphasized the above message of swadeshi and 
boycott in various items and forms. 
Briefly write about its impact. 
Conclusion: 
Underscore the importance of swadeshi movement in taking our country a big step toward Swaraj. 
Introduction: 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was an Indian nationalist, teacher, social reformer, lawyer and an 

independence activist. He was the first leader of the Indian Independence Movement. Tilak was one 

of the first and strongest advocates of Swaraj (“self-rule”) and a strong radical in Indian 

consciousness. He is known for his quote in Marathi: “Swarajya is my birthright and I shall have it!”. 

Body: 

The extremist like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai, and Aurobindo 

Ghosh demanded Swaraj or complete independence from British rule. They believed in self-reliance 

as a weapon against domination. They promoted Swadeshi and boycott of foreign goods. Swarajya 
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(self-rule) being the ultimate aim that was to be achieved and the means were swadeshi and 

boycott. 

Swadeshi movement: 

 The Swadeshi movement launched in the early 20th Century was a direct fallout of the decision 

of the British India government to partition Bengal. 

 Use of Swadeshi goods and boycott of foreign made goods were the two main objectives of this 

movement. 

 A Boycott Resolution was passed in Calcutta City Hall on August 7, 1905, where it was decided to 

boycott the use of Manchester cloth and salt from Liverpool. 

 In the district of Barisal, the masses adopted this message of boycott of foreign-made goods, and 

the value of the British cloth sold there fell sharply. 

 Bande Mataram became the boycott and Swadeshi movement theme song. 

 Among the movement’s various forms of struggle, it was the boycott of foreign-made goods that 

encountered the greatest visible success on the practical and popular level. 

 Boycott and public burning of foreign clothes, picketing of shops selling foreign goods, all 

became common in remote corners of Bengal as well as in many major cities and towns across 

the country. 

 Another form of mass mobilization widely used by the Swadeshi movement was the corps of 

volunteers (samitis). 

 Ashwini Kumar Dutt, a school teacher, set up the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti in Barisal was the 

best – known volunteer organization of all of them. 

 The Shivaji and Ganapati festivals in Western India (Maharashtra) were organized by Lokmanya 

Tilak to spread the swadeshi message and boycott movements among the masses. 

 The Swadeshi and boycott movements placed great emphasis on ‘ Atmasakti ‘ or self – reliance 

as a means of reasserting national dignity in different fields. 

 In the field of national education, this emphasis on self – reliance was most evident. 

 The National College of Bengal was founded as its principal with Aurobindo. Numerous national 

schools have been established throughout the country in a short period of time. 

 The National Education Council was established in August 1906. 

 In Indians entrepreneurial zeal, self – reliance was also evident. The period saw an explosion of 

textile mills, factories of soap and match, tanneries, banks, insurance companies, shops, etc. 

 While most of these Swadeshi companies were set up and run as a result of patriotic fervor than 

any real business interest and were unable to survive for a long time, some others like Acharya 

P.C. Ray 

 In the field of culture, Amar Sonar Bangla, written by Rabindranath Tagore in protest against 

Bengal’s partition, became a rallying point for the Swadeshi and boycott movements and later 

inspired Bangladesh’s liberation struggle. 
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Importance of the Swadeshi and Boycott Movements 

 The Swadeshi and boycott movements were India’s first 20th century movements that 

encouraged mass participation in modern nationalist politics by a large section of society. 

 For the first time, women came out of their homes and joined processions and picketing of 

foreign-made goods shops. 

 The Swadeshi and boycott movements also changed the character of the Indian National 

Congress (INC) from being driven largely by moderates to the main agenda now being set by the 

‘ Extremists ‘ who gave the Congress’s 1906 Calcutta session’s call for ‘ Swaraj ‘ or self – 

government. 

 The ideas of non – cooperation and passive resistance, successfully applied many years later by 

Mahatma Gandhi, found their origin in early 20th century Swadeshi and boycott movements. 

Gandhian techniques used during Swadeshi movement: 

 The methods adopted were petitions to the Government, public meetings, adopted were 

petitions to the Government, public meetings, memoranda, and propaganda through pamphlets 

and newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee. 

 Their objective was to exert sufficient pressure on the Government through an educated public 

opinion in India and England to prevent the unjust partition of Bengal from being implemented. 

 The movement threw up the entire gamut of Gandhian techniques such as passive resistance, 

non-violent non-cooperation, the call to fill the British jails, social reform, constructive work, 

boycott of foreign-made salt or sugar, refusal by priests to ritualize marriages involving exchange 

of foreign goods, refusal by washermen to wash foreign clothes 

 Crops of volunteers of ‘Samitis’: 

o Samitis such as the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti of Ashwini Kumar Dutta (in Barisal) 

emerged as a very popular and powerful method of mass mobilization. 

 Programme of swadeshi or national education: 

o National school and colleges sprang up in various parts of the country. 

Reasons behind the decadence of the Swadeshi movement: 

 Government suppression: 

o Realizing the revolutionary potential, the government came down with a heavy hand. 

Most of the important leaders of the movement were either imprisoned or deported 

between 1907 and 1908. 

o Any mass movement cannot be sustained endlessly at the same pitch of militancy and 

self-sacrifice, especially when faced with severe repression. 

 Congress split: 

o The internal squabbles, and especially, the split in 1907 in the Congress, the apex all-

India organization, weakened the movement. 

 Organization structure: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 29 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o It lacked the effective organization and party structure. 

o The movement failed to create an effective organization or a party structure. 

o It threw up an entire gamut of techniques that came to be associated with Gandhian 

politics like non-cooperation, passive resistance, filling of British jails, social reform and 

constructive work but failed to give these techniques a disciplined focus. 

 Reach limited: 

o The movement largely remained confined to the upper and middle classes and 

zamindars, and failed to reach masses especially the peasantry. 

o It was not able to garner the support of the mass of Muslims and especially of the 

Muslim peasantry. Hindus and Muslims were divided along class lines with the former 

being the landlords and the latter constituting the peasantry. 

o Though the Swadeshi Movement had spread outside Bengal, the rest of the country was 

not as yet fully prepared to adopt the new style and stage of politics. 

 Ideas failed: 

o The movement aroused the people but did not know how to tap the newly released 

energy or how to find new forms to give expression to popular resentment. 

 Leadership issues: 

o The movement was rendered leaderless with most the leaders either arrested or 

deported by 1908 and with Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal retiring from active 

politics. 

o Tilak was sentenced to six years imprisonment, Ajit Singh and Lajpat Rai of Punjab were 

deported and Chidambaram Pillai was arrested. 

 

The moderates were like shields and extremists like swords. Without being together, 

the moderates seemed toothless and extremists appeared too vulnerable to repression. 

Congress collapse at Surat was a great triumph for the colonial rulers. Discuss. (250 

words) 
Reference: India’s struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of Surat Split which rendered moderates ineffective, extremists prone to 
backlash and made the national movement enter a dormant phase. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving context of Surat split which divided the nationalist ranks. 
Body: 
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Describe the metaphor of ‘swords and shields’ used for extremists and moderates respectively. How 
as a united front they could put pressure on the government and moderate can handle any backlash. 
Write about the impact of Surat Split on moderates, extremists and national movement as whole. 
Use examples to substantiate your points. Elaborate how this was major triumph for the colonial 
government. 
Conclusion: 
Mention the bitter lessons learnt from the Surat split to avoid future splits. 
Introduction: 

In the early twentieth century the nationalism was gaining fervor so Curzon decided to divide 

Bengal, to break the unity of Indians and to check the growth of nationalism. The dream of a ‘Surat 

Split’ was already conceived by Curzon when he made the statement ‘Congress was tottering to its 

fall and one of the biggest ambitions in my life is to give it a peaceful demise’ 

Body: 

 British policies led to Surat split: 

o The new policy, known as the policy of the carrot and the stick, was to be a three 

pronged one. It may be described as a policy of repression-conciliation-suppression. 

o The Extremists, were to be repressed, though mildly in the first stage, the purpose being 

to frighten the Moderates. 

o The Moderates were then to be placated through some concessions and promises and 

hints were to be given that further concessions would be forthcoming if they 

disassociated themselves from the Extremists. 

o The entire objective of the new policy was to isolate the Extremists. Once the Moderates 

fell into the trap, the Extremists could be suppressed through the use of the full might of 

the state. 

o The Moderates, in turn, could then be ignored. British offered a bait of fresh reforms in 

the Legislative Councils began discussing them with the Moderate leadership of the 

Congress. 

o The Moderates agreed to cooperate with the Government and discuss reforms even 

while a vigorous popular movement, which the Government was trying to suppress, was 

going on in the country. The result was a total split in the nationalist ranks. 

o So British were using the divide a style policy. 

 Ideological differences between moderates and extremists: 

o There was a great deal of public debate and disagreement among Moderates and 

Extremists in the years 1905-1907, even when they were working together against the 

partitioning of Bengal. 

o The Extremists wanted to extend the Swadeshi and the Boycott Movement from Bengal 

to the rest of the country. They also wanted to gradually extend the boycott from 

foreign goods to every form of association or cooperation with the colonial Government. 

o The Moderates wanted to confine the boycott part of the movement to Bengal and were 

totally opposed to its extension to the Government. 
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o Matters nearly came to a head at the Calcutta Congress in 1906 over the question of its 

Presidentship. 

o A split was avoided by choosing Dadabhai Naoroji. 

o Four compromise resolutions on the Swadeshi, Boycott, National Education, and Self-

Government demands were passed. 

o Throughout 1907 the two sides fought over differing interpretations of the four 

resolutions. 

o By the end of 1907 the Extremists were convinced that the battle for freedom had 

begun as the people had been roused. 

o Most of them felt that the time had come to part company with the Moderates 

o Most of the Moderates, led by Pherozeshah Mehta, were no less determined on a split. 

They were afraid that the Congress organization built carefully over the last twenty 

years, would be shattered. 

 How congress underwent rebirth in Lucknow? 

o The Lucknow Session 1916 was special in many respects. 

o This session brought the moderates and extremists in Congress on common platform 

again after nearly a decade. 

o Congress and All India Muslim League signed the historic Lucknow Pact. 

o Muslim League sought for a sort of joint platform with the congress to put constitutional 

pressure on the British Government towards making reforms. 

o The idea was that such joint demand would give an impression of Hindu-Muslim unity. 

o Towards this, Congress and Muslim League negotiated an agreement in Lucknow pact 

whose main clauses are as follows: 

 There shall be self-government in India. 

 Muslims should be given one-third representation in the central government. 

Etc 

Conclusion: 

The Moderates did not see that the colonial state was negotiating with them not because of their 

inherent political strength but because of the fear of the Extremists. The Extremists did not see that 

the Moderates were their natural outer defence line (in terms of civil liberties and so on) and that 

they did not possess the required strength to face the colonial state’s juggernaut. 

The only victorious party was the rulers. Even later British applied this policy for dividing congress 

but congress realized the consequences of split and stayed together. 

The ‘reforms’ of 1909, institutionalized communalism in India. Critically Analyze The 

Indian Councils Act of 1909. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out how the Morley Minto Reforms was the initiation of communal politics in India and to 
critique the act of 1909 by examining its positives and negatives. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give a brief preview of the major aspects of Morley and Minto reforms as introduction. 
Body: 
In the first, in detail, explain how by introducing the concept of separate communal electorate, the 
policy of communalism and divide and rule got legal sanction. 
In the next part, bring out the circumstances under which it came into force. Discuss what the 
demands of the moderates were, like expansion of legislative council, responsible government etc. 
With examples show how these reforms were just a shadow of what was actually demanded. 
Write about a few positives of the reforms. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the constitutional reforms instead of solving the political problems of the country 
created more problems by making the situation worse. 
Introduction: 

The Morley-Minto reforms named after the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs Lord John Morley 

and the Viceroy Lord Minto was the alternative name given to Indian Councils Act 1909. It 

introduced for the first time the method of election, an attempt to widen the scope of legislative 

councils, placate the demands of moderates in Indian National Congress and to increase the 

participation of Indians in the governance. The Act amended the Indian Councils Acts of 1861 and 

1892. 

Background of the Act 

 In October 1906, a group of Muslim elites called the Shimla Deputation, led by the Agha Khan, 

met Lord Minto and demanded separate electorates for the Muslims and representation in 

excess of their numerical strength in view of ‘the value of the contribution’Muslims were 

making ‘to the defence of the empire’. 

 The same group quickly took over the Muslim League, initially floated by Nawab Salimullah of 

Dacca along with Nawabs Mohsin-ul- Mulk and Waqar-ul-Mulk in December 1906. 

 The Muslim Leagueintended to preach loyalty to the empire and to keep the Muslim 

intelligentsia away from the Congress. 

 John Morley, the Liberal Secretary of State for India, and the Conservative Viceroy of 

India, Minto, believed that cracking down on uprising in Bengal was necessarybut not sufficient 

for restoring stability to the British Raj after Lord Curzon’s partitioning of Bengal. 

 They believed that a dramatic step was required to put heart into loyal elementsof the Indian 

upper classes and the growing Westernised section of the population. 

Features of the Act 
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 It considerably increased the size of the legislative councils, both Central and provincial. The 

number of members in the Central Legislative Council was raised from 16 to 60. The number of 

members in the provincial legislative councils was not uniform. 

 British retained official majority in the Central LegislativeCouncil but allowed the provincial 

legislative councils to have non-official majority. 

 The elected members were to be indirectly elected. The local bodies were to elect an electoral 

college, which in turn would elect members of provincial legislatures, who in turn would elect 

members of the central legislature. 

 It enlarged the deliberative functions of the legislative councilsat both the levels. For example, 

members were allowed to ask supplementary questions, move resolutions on the budget, and so 

on. 

 It provided for the first time for the association of Indians with the executive Councils of the 

Viceroy and Governors. Satyendra Prasad Sinhabecame the first Indian to join the Viceroy’s 

Executive Council. He was appointed as the law member. Two Indians were nominated to the 

Council of the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs. 

 It introduced a system of communal representationfor Muslims by accepting the concept of 

‘separate electorate’. Under this, the Muslim members were to be elected only by Muslim 

voters. Thus, the Act ‘legalised communalism’ and Lord Minto came to be known as the Father 

of Communal Electorate. 

 It also provided for the separate representation of presidency corporations, chambers of 

commerce, universities and zamindars. 

Evaluation of the Reforms 

 Separate constituencies were created to widen the ditch between the Muslims and Hindus. This 

system began an era of gross communalism in Indian polity. 

 Morley-Minto Reform prevented people from concentrating on political and economic problems 

that were common to all Indians, irrespective of Hindu or Muslim. 

 The ‘constitutional’ reforms were, in fact, aimed at dividing the nationalist ranks by confusing 

the Moderates and at checking the growth of unity among Indians through the obnoxious 

instrument of separate electorates. 

 The Government aimed at rallying the Moderates and the Muslims against the rising tide of 

nationalism. 

 The officials and the Muslim leaders often talked of the entire community when they talked of 

the separate electorates, but in reality it meant the appeasement of a small section of the 

Muslim elite only. 

 Congress considered separate electorate to be undemocraticand hindering the development of 

a shared Hindu-Muslim Indian national feeling. 

 Besides, system of election was too indirectand it gave the impression of infiltration of 

legislators through a number of sieves. 
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 The position of the Governor- General remained unchanged and his veto power remained 

undilutedand the Act was successfully maintained relentless constitutional autocracy. 

 And, while parliamentary forms were introduced, no responsibility was conceded, which 

sometimes led to thoughtless and irresponsible criticism of the Government. 

 Only some members like Gokhale put to constructive use the opportunity to debate in the 

councils by demanding universal primary education, attacking repressive policies and drawing 

attention to the plight of indentured labour and Indian workers in South Africa. 

 The reforms of 1909 gave to the people of the country a shadow rather than substance. 

The Act of 1909 was important for the following reasons: 

 It effectively allowed the election of Indians to the various legislative councilsin India for the 

first time, though previously some Indians had been appointed to legislative councils. 

 The introduction of the electoral principle laid the groundwork for a parliamentary 

systemeven though this was contrary to the intent of Morley. 

 It also gave recognition to the elective principle as the basis of the composition of legislative 

council for the first time. 

 It gave some further avenues to Indians to ventilate their grievances. They also got opportunity 

to criticise the executives and make suggestions for better administration 

 After Jinnah’s death in September 1948, Pakistan lurched towards Islamic orthodoxy and Dalits 

faced mounting attacks. 

Conclusion: 

Indian Council Act of 1909 was instituted to placate the moderates and appeasement to the 

disseminate Muslims from National Movement by granting them separate electorate. The people 

had demanded self-government but what they were given was ‘benevolent despotism’. The 

separate electorate for Muslims had a long lasting impact on India’s polity. It recognized the Muslim 

community as a separate section of the India and triggered the cancer of Hindu-Muslim disharmony 

which ultimately culminated in the partition. 

There were certainly some limitations in the Home Rule Movement but nevertheless it 

did have a concrete and profound impact on the national movement and changing the 

mood of the country. Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain about the limitations of Home Rule Movement especially with regards to Home Rule 
leagues. Also, to explain the legacy of the movement. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short, write about the Home Rule Movement, its leaders, inspiration and aims and objectives. 
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Body: 
Elaborate further upon Home Rule movement and its nature of functioning and spread. 
Bring out the limitations of Home Rule, lack of cohesiveness between Tilak’s and Besant’s leagues, 
Skepticism of Congress, Vacillation of Besant after Montagu declaration, Lack of leadership post 
1917 etc. 
In the next part write in detail about the legacy of the movement. Giving impetus to national 
movement during the war period, facilitating re-entry of extremists in congress, Lucknow, Creating a 
platform for upcoming leaders, preparing India for arrival of Gandhi and mass movements. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the overall importance and the legacy of Home rule movement. 
Introduction: 

The home rule movement was the Indian response to the First World War in a less charged but in a 

more effective way. With people already feeling the burden of war time miseries caused by high 

taxation and a rise in prices, Tilak and Annie Besant ready to assume the leadership the movement 

started with great vigour. Two Indian Home Rule Leagues were organised on the lines of the Irish 

Home Rule Leagues and they represented the emergence of a new trend of aggressive politics. The 

League campaign aimed to convey to the common man the message of home rule as self-

government. 

Objectives of Home Rule Movement: 

1. To achieve self-government in India. 

2. To promote political education and discussion to set up agitation for self-government. 

3. To build confidence among Indians to speak against the government’s suppression. 

4. To demand a larger political representation for Indians from the British government. 

5. To revive political activity in India while maintaining the principles of the Congress Party. 

Major contributions of Home Rule Movement to the freedom struggle of India: 

1. The leagues organised demonstrations and agitations. 

2. There were public meetings in which the leaders gave fiery speeches. 

3. They were able to create a stir within the country and alarm the British to such an extent 

that Annie Besant was arrested in June 1917. 

4. This move by the British created a nation-wide protest and now even moderate leaders 

joined the league. Besant was released in September 1917. 

5. The Home Rule League functioned throughout the year as opposed to the Congress Party 

whose activities were confined to once a year. 

6. The movement was able to garner huge support from a lot of educated Indians. In 1917, the 

two leagues combined had around 40,000 members. 

7. Many members of the Congress and the Muslim League joined the league. Many prominent 

leaders like Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Joseph Baptista, G S Kharpade and Sir S Subramanya Iyer 

were among its members. 

8. The moderates, extremists and the Muslim League were briefly united through this 

movement. 
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9. The movement was able to spread political consciousness to more regions in the country. 

1. This movement led to the Montague Declaration of 1917 in which it was declared that there 

would be more Indians in the government leading to the development of self-governing institutions 

ultimately realising responsible governments in India. 

This Declaration, also known as August Declaration, implied that the demand for home rule would 

no longer be considered seditious. This was the biggest significance of the movement. 

Reasons for movement to fade out: 

1. The movement was not a mass movement. It was restricted to educated people and college 

students. 

2. The leagues did not find a lot of support among Muslims, Anglo-Indians and non-Brahmins 

from Southern India as they thought home rule would mean a rule of the upper caste Hindu 

majority. 

3. Many of the moderates were satisfied with the government’s assurance of reforms (as 

preluded in the Montague Declaration). They did not take the movement further. 

4. Annie Besant kept oscillating between being satisfied with the government talk of reforms 

and pushing the home rule movement forward. She was not able to provide firm leadership 

to her followers. Although ultimately she did call the reforms ‘unworthy of Indian 

acceptance’. 

5. In September 1918, Tilak went to England to pursue a libel case against Sir Ignatius Valentine 

Chirol, British journalist and author of the book ‘Indian Unrest’. The book contained 

deprecatory comments and had called Tilak the ‘Father of Indian Unrest.’ 

6. The Government made use of Defence of India Act, 1915 to curb the activities of the 

agitators. 

7. Students were prohibited from attending Home Rule meetings. 

8. Tilak was prosecuted and his entry in Punjab and Delhi was banned. 

9. Indian Press Act of 1910 was imposed on the press and restrictions were enforced. 

1. Tilak’s absence and Besant’s inability to lead the people led to the movement’s fizzing out. 

2. The movement was left leaderless with Tilak going abroad and Besant unable to give a 

positive lead. 

3. After the war, Mahatma Gandhi gained prominence as a leader of the masses and the Home 

Rule Leagues merged with the Congress Party in 1920. 

Conclusion:  

The home rule movement lent a new dimension and a sense of urgency to the national movement. 

Although its role in the Indian independence movement had been modest, it did succeed in helping 

to sustain the movement’s impetus during the war years—as manifested in the signing of the 

Lucknow Pact in December 1916. 
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What was the response of Indian nationalists to World War-I? Did the national 

movement enter a stage of passivity during it? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 

Introduction: 

When the First World War broke out, British Government, appealed to the Indian leaders to join 

hands with them, although the leaders agreed but they forwarded their own terms and conditions. 

When the war was over, British Government did not fulfil its promises. This led to change the views 

of nationalist leaders in the Second World War. 

Response of the nationalist leaders towards World War I 

 During the war years, political unrest was growing within India and Leaders such as Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak and Annie Besant launched the Home Rule League in 1916 and used India’s war 

contributions to demand self-government within the empire. 

 Political moderates such as Surendranath Banerjee and Bhupendranath Basu, pledged their 

whole-hearted support to the Allies. 

 Different political parties and communities such as the All India Muslim League, Madras 

Provincial Congress, Hindus of Punjab and the Parsee community of Bombay supported the 

Allies and fund-raising was organized, meetings were held in cities such as Calcutta, Bombay, 

Lahore and Allahabad. 

 Mahatma Gandhi thought that England’s need should not be turned into our opportunity, and 

he argued that we should send our men to France and Mesopotamia. 

 Moderate and extremist groups within the Congress submerged their differences in order to 

stand as a unified front and argued their enormous services to the British Empire during the war, 

demanded a reward and demonstrated the Indian capacity for self-rule thus the pre-war 

nationalist movement had revived. 

 Lucknow Pact of 1916, was an alliance between Muslim League and Congress, which led to some 

sort of consensus over the issue of devolution of political power. 

Response of Revolutionaries 

 The outbreak of the First World War in 1914 gave a new lease of life to the nationalist 

movement since Britain’s difficulty was seen as India’s opportunity by the revolutionaries as well 

as other nationalists. This opportunity was seized, in different ways and with varying success, by 

the Ghadar revolutionaries based in North America. 

 The Ghadarites attempted a violent overthrow of British rule. After the outbreak of World War- 

1, Ghadarites conducted revolutionary activities in central Punjab and organized uprisings. This 

way the Ghadar party proved to be the stepping stone for future Indian revolutionary 

movements. 

Indian national movement and the country’s socio-economic development did not take place in 

isolation. World War I linked India to global events in profound ways with far-reaching 

consequences. 

Political Impact 
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 In India, the return of Punjabi soldiers after the end of the war also aroused political activity 

against colonial rule in that province, which became the spark for further wider protests. Punjab 

which supplied a large proportion of the troops turned into an epicentre of nationalism after the 

war. 

 There was a surge of nationalism and rise of mass civil disobediencewhen the Montagu-

Chelmsford Reforms’ failed to deliver on the expectation of home rule that had led to popular 

support for the British war effort. 

 As the war dragged on, casualties mounted and recruitment methods grew more coercive, 

resentment grew to fuel nationalism. 

Social Impact 

 Between 1911 and 1921, literacy rates increased significantly in heavily recruited communities. 

This effect is strongest for men of military age, which is consistent with the notion that soldiers 

learned to read and write on their foreign campaigns. 

 Respect for particular communities who participated in the war grew in the society. 

 The huge number of non-combatants were also recruited from India- such as nurses, doctors 

etc. leaving Indian society deprived of essential services in a situation where such skills were 

already scarce in India. 

Economic Impact 

 There was a sharp increase in demand for Indian goods in Britain as production capabilities in 

Britain itself were diverted to the war effort. 

 However, the disruption in shipping lanes because of the war also meant that Indian industry 

faced inconvenience because of the shortage of inputs that were earlier imported from Britain 

and Germany. There was excess demand as well as supply bottlenecks. 

 Another result was inflation. Industrial prices nearly doubled in the six years after 1914. 

Accelerating prices benefitted Indian industry. 

 Farm prices rose as well, but at a slower pace than industrial prices. The internal terms of trade 

(ratio of export prices to import prices) moved against agriculture. This trend continued for most 

of the next few decades, and especially during the collapse in global commodity prices during 

the Great Depression. 

 Demand for food supplies, particularly cereals, led to rampant food inflation. 

 Exports of cash crops like jute suffered due to the loss of the European market. Meanwhile, 

rising military demand for jute products compensated for the decline in civilian demand with 

jute mills in Bengal establishing monopolies; skewed income distribution grew even more so. 

 The drain on the Indian economy in the form of cash, kind and loans to the British government 

came to about 367 million pounds. 

 Domestic manufacturing sectors such as cotton benefited from the decline in British goods that 

had dominated the pre-war market. 
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 The steel sector benefited as well. For instance, the ailing Tata steel mills were handed a lifeline 

in the form of a contract to supply rails to the Mesopotamian campaign. 

 British investment was rerouted to the UK, creating opportunities for Indian capital. In short, the 

war economy boosted Indian capitalism in some ways at least. 

Conclusion 

Unfulfilled promises by British in the World War I made Indians not to trust British anymore, this led 

to Indian nationalists change their strategies. After World War II, movement like quit India launched 

by the Indian leaders eventually culminated in India’s independence in 1947, Two years after the 

end of the Second World War. 

The revolutionary national movement in Bengal was distinct but its impact was 

profound like the rest of India. Comment. (250 words) 
Introduction: 

The emergence of revolutionary ideology in India during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century was the result of several internal and external influences working on the minds of the youth. 

Early phase of revolutionary movement in India was in Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab, U.P., Orissa, 

Bihar and Madras provinces, but it predominantly operated in Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab as 

these regions were more politically active than other parts of the country. 

Body: 

The reasons behind rise of revolutionary terrorism– 

 Nationalism among youth: Most vital factor which contributed to amplify the spirit of 

nationalism among the countrymen was the ‘economic exploitation’ of Indians by the British 

Government and the Partition of Bengal. 

 Failure of Moderate and extremist congress: Younger element was not ready to retreat after 

the decline of national militancy phase. Fallout of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement was the 

immediate reason. 

 Leadership’s failure to tap revolutionary energies of the youth. 

 Government repression left no peaceful avenues open for the protest. 

 Inspired from the individual heroic action on the lines of Irish nationalists or Russian nihilists. 

 Ideological appeal of ideas: Freedom through revolution, heroic action, supreme sacrifice, 

Assassinate unpopular British officials, strike terror in hearts of rulers and arouse people to expel 

the British with force attracted the new nationalists. 

Impacts of revolutionary terrorism- 

 The era of revolutionary terrorism began and very soon secret societies of the revolutionaries 

came up all over the country. The Anusilan Samiti, the most famous and long lasting secret 

society, with its headquarters at Calcutta created revolutionary centres all over India. 

 Their activities took two forms- the assassination of oppressive officials, traitors and informers, 

and dacoities to raise funds for the purchase of arms, etc. 
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 It had its impact on the Congress strategy to involve the youths in the short term programme of 

rural reconstruction. 

 Their sacrifices aroused the emotions of the Indian people and thus helped the building up of 

the national consciousness which certainly contributed to gaining independence. 

 It could not mobilize the masses. In fact, it had no base among the people. They believed in 

individual heroism. 

 This movement failed to achieve its object of independence. With the death of Chandrasekhar 

Azad in a shooting encounter in a public park at Allahabad in February 1931, the revolutionary 

movement virtually came to an end in Punjab, U.P. and Bihar. 

 Surya Sen’s martyrdom also marked an end to the terrorist activity in Bengal. A process of 

rethinking on the part of the revolutionaries lodged in jails and in Andaman began. A large 

number of revolutionaries turned to Marxism. 

Decline of Revolutionaries post 1930’s: 

 Despite gaining popularity and a dedicated following, both the terrorist and the revolutionary 

movements could not achieve their objectives of freeing India from the British. This was because 

 There was no central, all-India level organization which could control the activities in an 

organised manner; 

 These movements appealed to the youngsters who had faced the hostilities of the British rule, 

but the mass following in the rural belt was unavailable; 

 Germany, which promised arms and funds to be used against Britain could not deliver; 

 The US entry and its subsequent dominance in the world war demoralised Germany and the 

allies to be of help to the Indian cause; 

 Montagu’s package of self-governance for the Indians took the fizz out of the revolutionary 

activists; 

 The congress party and other upper middle class politicians and leaders always disapproved of 

the ways of these movements; and 

 Gandhi’s entry into the political scene of India marked a revolution in the form of satyagraha, 

which contributed to the decline of the revolutionary and terrorist activities. 

Conclusion: 

Although they had failed to attain set objectives of attaining independence through armed revolt, 

they were successful in arousing people and remove the fear of authority from their minds and 

strike terror in the heart of the rulers 

Account for the rise of socialism and its popularity among the Indian nationalists in 

1920’s and 1930’s. What different dimensions were added to the national movement 

after it? (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To give reasons for rise and popularity of socialism among the Indian Nationalists and its impact on 
the national movement. 
Directive: 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the giving context regarding the rise and subsequent popularity of socialist ideals and ideology 
socialism among the Indian Nationalists. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, write about the detailed reasons therefore. Mention about Bolshevik 
revolution, ideals of socialism, exploitation faced under Britain, Initial success of Soviet Economy, 
Economic situation in India, Influence of Mahatma Gandhi etc. 
In the next part, mention about the impact of socialism on the National movement. Mention the 
changes it brought, impact on peasant and worker issues, on revolutionary nationalists, on important 
leaders within congress, on leaders and organization outside congress, formation of CPI and 
Economic programme etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the overall legacy that socialism left on the national movement and the newly 
independent India. 
Introduction: 

Socialism is a range of economic and social systems characterised by social ownership and 

democratic control of the means of production as well as the political theories and movements 

associated with them. 

Emergence of Socialism in India: 

 The socialist movement began to develop in India with the Russian Revolution in 1917. 

 However, in 1871 a group in Calcutta had contacted Karl Marx with the purpose of organizing an 

Indian section of the First International. 

 Marxism made a major impact in Indian media at the time of the Russian Revolution. 

 Of particular interest to many Indian papers and magazines was the Bolshevik policy of right to 

self-determination of all nations. 

 Bipin Chandra Pal and Bal Gangadhar Tilak were amongst the prominent Indians who expressed 

their admiration of Lenin and the new rulers in Russia. 

 The Russian Revolution also affected émigré Indian revolutionaries, such as the Ghadar Party in 

North America. 

 The Khilafat movement contributed to the emergence of early Indian communism. Many Indian 

Muslims left India to join the defence of the Caliphate. Several of them became communists 

whilst visiting Soviet territory. Some Hindus also joined the Muslim muhajirs in the travels to the 

Soviet areas 

 The First World War was accompanied with a rapid increase of industries in India, resulting in a 

growth of an industrial proletariat. At the same time prices of essential commodities increased. 

These were factors that contributed to the build-up of the Indian trade union movement. Unions 

were formed in the urban centres across India, and strikes were organised. 

 In 1920, the All India Trade Union Congress was founded. 
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 The Communist Party of India was founded in Tashkent on 17 October 1920, soon after 

the Second Congress of the Communist International by M.N.Roy, Abani Mukherji and others. 

Economic condition during 1920s- 1930s: 

 The decade of 1930s witnessed the rapid growth of socialist ideas within and outside the 

Congress. 

 In 1929, there was a great economic slump or depression in the United States, which gradually 

spread to the rest of the world resulting in economic distress and unemployment on a large 

scale (across the world). But the economic situation in the Soviet Union was just the opposite. 

 There was not only no slump, but the years between 1929 and 1936 witnessed the successful 

completion of the first two Five Year Plans, which increased the Soviet industrial production by 

more than four times. 

 The world depression, thus, brought the capitalist system into disrepute and drew attention 

towards Marxism, socialism, and economic planning. 

 Consequently, socialist ideas began to attract more and more people, especially the young, the 

workers, and the peasants. 

Impact of Socialist Ideas on national movement: 

Inside Congress: 

Congress Socialist party 

 It was a socialist group within the INC founded in 1934 by JP Narayan and Acharya Narendra 

Dev. 

 They believed in Marxist Ideas, Gandhian ideals, Liberal and Social democracy of the west. 

 Nationalism and Independence was their goal. 

1936 Faizpur session of INC: 

 The objectives of the session included reducing land revenue, abolition of feudal levies and dues, 

cooperative farming, creation of peasant unions etc. 

Civic rights: 

 The National Congress supported the states’ people’s struggle and urged the princes to 

introduce democratic representative government and to grant fundamental civil rights. 

 In 1938, when the Congress defined its goal of independence it included the independence of 

the princely states. 

 In 1939, Jawaharlal Nehru became the President of the All India States’ People’s Conference. The 

States’ people’s movement awakened the national consciousness among the people of the 

states. It also spread a new consciousness of unity all over India. 

Safeguarding of interests of workers: 

 In 1936, INC asked the Congress ministries in provinces to work for safeguarding and promoting 

the interests of workers. 
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 Outside Congress: 

Peasants and Workers Unions: 

 The economic depression also worsened the conditions of the peasants and workers in India. 

The prices of agricultural products dropped by over 50 per cent by the end of 1932. 

 The employers tried to reduce wages. The peasants all over the country began to demand land 

reforms, reduction of land revenue and rent, and relief from indebtedness. 

 Workers in the factories and plantations increasingly demanded better conditions of work and 

recognition of their trade union rights. Consequently, there was rapid growth of trade unions in 

the cities and the Kisan Sabhas (peasants’ unions) in many areas, particularly in Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Punjab. 

 The first all-India peasant organization, the All-India Kisan Sabhawas formed in 1936. The 

peasants also began to take a more active part in the national movement. 

 In his presidential address to the Lucknow Congress in 1936, Nehru urged the Congress to accept 

socialism as its goal and to bring itself closer to the peasantry and the working class. 

Global affairs: 

 During the period of 1935-1939, Congress actively participated for the development of world 

affairs. It had gradually developed a foreign policy based on opposition to the spread of 

imperialism. 

 In February 1927, Jawaharlal Nehru on behalf of the National Congress attended the Congress of 

oppressed nationalities at Brussels organized by political exiles and revolutionaries from the 

countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America, suffering from economic or political imperialism. 

 In 1927, the Madras session of the National Congress warned the Government that the people 

of India would not support Britain in any war undertaken with its imperialist aims 

Conclusion: 

After India’s independence in 1947, the Indian government under Prime ministers Nehru and Indira 

Gandhi oversaw land reform and the nationalisation of major industries and the banking sector. 

However, when a global recession began in the late 1970s, economic stagnation, chronic shortages 

and state inefficiency left many disillusioned with state socialism. In the late 1980s and 1990s, India’s 

government began to systematically liberalise the Indian economy by pursuing privatisation, aiming 

to attract foreign investment. Nevertheless, the Congress party continues to espouse some socialist 

causes, and other major parties such as the Communists, Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj Party and 

several others openly espouse socialism. 

The ultimate object of the reform movements as a whole, was the attainment of social 

happiness, the well-being of the people and national progress. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 

Introduction: 

Nineteenth century is the period of turmoil in Indian society. The age-old traditions and 

practices were degraded and these were replaced by many social evils like female infanticide, sati, 

child-marriage, caste system, purdah; ban on female education, and widow re-marriage etc. The 
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conquest of India by the British during the 18th and 19th century exposed some serious weaknesses 

and drawbacks of Indian social institutions. The most distressing was the position of women. The 

socio intellectual revolution that took place in the fields of social reforms is often known as Indian 

Renaissance.  

Body: 

An important part of European Renaissance was reforming society from outside, on the basis of 

Post Enlightenment rationalism. But in Indian context, it implied rediscovering rationalism from 

within India’s past. 

 The most important result of the impact of western culture was the replacement of blind faith in 

current traditions, beliefs, and conventions by a spirit of rationalism. 

 Reformists adopted a rational approach to tradition but also evaluated the existing socio-

religious practices from the position of social utility and to replace faith with rationality. 

 In the Brahmo Samaj, it led to the repudiation of the infallibility of the Vedas, and in the Aligarh 

Movement, to the reconciliation of the teachings of Islam with the needs of the modern age. 

 Syed Ahmed Khan emphasized that if religion did not keep pace with and meet the demands of 

the time it would get fossilized as in the case of Islam in India. 

 The socio religious reform movement was against backward element of traditional culture in 

terms of both religious and social evils. 

 The focus was on regeneration of traditional institutions including medicine, education, and 

philosophy and so on. 

 There were differences in methods of those reform movements but all of them were concerned 

with the regeneration of society through social and educational reforms. 

 The social reform movement did not, however, attack the social system as a whole; their attack 

was mainly only on the perversions and distortions that had crept into it. 

 They did not advocate a sharp rupture in the existing social structure of the country. 

 They did not stand for structural transformation; changes were sought within the framework of 

the very structure. 

 The religious texts were translated into vernacular languages. 

 There was more emphasis on interpretation of scriptures and simplification of rituals, thus 

making worship a more personal experience. 

 The reformers aimed at modernisation rather than outright westernization. 

 The main means used for the propagation of ideas add for the creation of favourable public 

opinion were the urban communication channels such as the press, lectures, and sabhas, 

propaganda network. 

 A favourable social climate was created to end India’s cultural and intellectual isolation from the 

world. 

Conclusion: 
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In India, social reforms did not ordinarily mean a reorganisation of the structuring of society 

at large, as it did in the West, for the benefit of underprivileged social and economic classes. Instead, 

it meant the infusion into the existing social structure of the new ways of life and thought. The idea 

was – “The society would be preserved, while its members would be transformed.” The social 

reform movement, as a matter of fact, was not an isolated phenomenon; it was loaded with wider 

national political and economic considerations. In a way, the social reform movement was a prelude 

to nationalism. 

 From the second half of nineteenth century, it was not only a struggle between the 

colonial power and the Indian states but also there was struggle among the Indian 

powers themselves to establish political supremacy. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the power struggle for supremacy between British and India regional powers are the 
collapse of the Mughal Empire. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by describing the nature of political set up in the second half of the eighteenth century. 
Body: 
You can use a simple and illustrative map of India to show the various powers in India during the 
second half of nineteenth century. 
Elaborate up on the various struggles between the British East India Company and the regional 
powers of India. Plassey, Buxar, Anglo-Mysore, Angle-Maratha, Anglo-Punjab etc. 
Next, mention how there existed power strudel between various regional powers in India for political 
supremacy. In this context, bring out clashes of Marathas with Mysore, Marathas and Nizam, Nizam 
and Mysore, Marathas and Punjab etc. Elaborate how British used one regional power against 
another for their benefit. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the impact caused by the above. 
Introduction: 

The East India Company, which started initially as a trading company, had, by 1773, acquired 

territorial control over Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Madras and Bombay. The Nawab of Awadh and Carnatic 

were their dependents. 

However, after 1765 they had to face stiff opposition from the Marathas, Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan 

of Mysore, and the Sikhs. The East India Company had to subjugate these powers in order to be 

paramount in India. 

Body: 

The British Raj ruled through the British Crown on the Indian subcontinent from 1858 to 1947. The 

rule is additionally referred to as the Crown rule in India or direct rule in India. 
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Struggle between colonial power and Indian states: 

 Conflict between English and Nawabs of Bengal 

 Battle of Plassey (June 23, 1757): Robert Clive’s victory over Siraj-ud-daula laid the territorial 

foundation of British rule in India. 

 Battle of Buxar (1764): Clive’s victory over the combined armies of Nawab of Bengal, Nawab of 

Awadh and the Mughal Emperor at Buxar laid the real foundation of the English power. 

 British Conquest of Mysore 

 First Anglo-Mysore War (1767-69); Treaty of Madras 

 Second Anglo-Mysore War (1779-1784); Treaty of Mangalore 

 Third Anglo-Mysore War (1790-92); Treaty of Seringapatam 

 Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799); Mysore is conquered by British forces 

 Anglo-Maratha Struggle for Supremacy 

 First Anglo-Maratha War (1775-82); Treaty of Surat (1775), Treaty of Purandhar (1776), and 

Treaty of Salbai (1782) 

 Second Anglo-Maratha War (1803-05); Treaty of Bassein, 1802 

 Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-1819) 

Struggle among Indian powers 

 Marathas frequently allied with the British against South Indian states such as Hyderabad and 

Mysore, which were both closer to the French. 

 After 1761, Maratha state became more of a confederacy than an empire, as its successful 

generals carved out new territories for themselves, and established dynasties, such as the 

Holkars and Sindhias, in addition to the peshwas, the title of the hereditary prime ministers who 

had become the de facto rulers of the empire during the course of the 18th century. 

 Nizams and Marathas allied with the British against Hyder Ali in the Anglo- Maratha wars 

Indeed, Indian subcontinent in the middle of the eighteenth century was marked with political 

fragmentation and regional instability. 

Conclusion: 

The ruler of Delhi was no longer the ‘de-facto’ ruler of India. For a large number of Indians, 

‘right to live’ transformed into ‘struggle for survival’, and the ‘freedom of trade’ transformed into 
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‘ransom and robbery’- all because of the bickering among regional rulers. All these created ripe 

opportunities for the British to takeover India and indulge in large scale ‘drain of wealth’. 

The third and the final round of the Anglo-French struggle proved decisive. The French 

political cause in India was doomed for good. Analyze the causes for the Failure of the 

French in India. (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for the defeat of the French in third Carnatic war and how it spelled doom 
to their dream of having an empire In India. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving context of the impact third Carnatic War for French political ambitions in India. 
Body: 
In detail, analyse the casues for the failure of French in India – French continental Preoccupations, 
Organisation of the two companies, Governemnt support for the two, Role of Navy, Impact of English 
Success in Bengal and Respecitve Leadership compared. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarizing the above and how after defeating the French decisively, English went to 
establish an empire in India. 
Introduction: 

The Anglo-French struggle lasted in India for nearly 20 years and this ultimately gave way to 

the establishment of British power in India. In the Carnatic region and Bengal, the Anglo-French 

rivalry was much evident. In Bengal, their hostility had been contained by the effective intervention 

of Alivardi Khan. But in the south, the French position was reinforced due to the arrival of a fleet 

from Mauritius and this resulted in an attack by French on the English position in Madras. 

Body: 

Anglo-French wars in India: 

First Carnatic War (1746-1748) 

 English navy under Barnett captured some French ships. The French governor of Pondicherry, 

Dupleix attacked the English in retaliation in 1746 and this led to the beginning of first Carnatic 

War. 

 English appealed to the Nawab of Carnatic for protection. 

 Battle of St. Thome was fought between the French and Mahfuz Khan, commander of Anwar-

Uddin (the Nawab of Carnatic). In this battle, French emerged as winners. 

 Treaty of Aix-La-Chappelle brought an end to the first round of Anglo-French conflicts in India as 

well. The English possessions in India were returned, while the French got back their North 

American possessions. (Madras was returned back to the English East India Company in 

exchange of Louisburg in North America to France.) 

 The First Carnatic war also demonstrated the importance of Naval Power. 

Second Carnatic War (1749-1754) 
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 Anglo-French rivalry, continued in India although it had ended in Europe. 

 In 1748, Nizam of Hyderabad Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah died, which resulted in a war of succession. 

Muzaffar Jang, who aspired to become the Nizam of Hyderabad and Chanda Sahib, a candidate 

for the throne of Arcot was supported by French Governor 

 After Victory in Battle of Ambur in 1749, Muzaffar Jung became the Nizam and Chanda Sahib the 

Nawab of Muhammad Ali, (son of Anwar Uddin) who was supported by British escaped to 

Tiruchirappalli. 

 In 1751 the British commander Robert Clive captured Arcot, i.e. the capital of the Carnatic. 

 Chanda Sahib was treacherously murdered by the Raja of Tanjore. Later, Duplex was recalled. 

 The war concluded by the Treaty of Pondicherry in 1755. According to this treaty each party was 

left in possession of the territories that it occupied at the time of the treaty. 

Third Carnatic War (1758-1763) 

 The outbreak of the Seven Years War (1756-1763) in Europe was the cause of the Third 

Carnatic War (1758-1763). 

 The British General Sir Eyre Coote defeated, Count de Lally (the commander of the French 

troops) at Wandiwash in 1760. Battle of Wandiwash ended almost a century of conflict over 

supremacy in India and availed the British East India Company a far superior position in India 

compared to the other European traders. 

 The Seven Years War concluded by the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and this also led to the ending 

of Third Carnatic War. The French got Pondicherry, Karaikkal, Mahe and Yenam but 

condition applied was these were to be never fortified. 

Reasons for the French failure in India: 

 The English East India Company was the wealthier of the two due to its superiority in trade. 

 EIC possessed superior naval strength. They could bring in soldiers from Europe and also provide 

supplies from Bengal. The French did not have any such avenue to replenish resources. 

 Its possessions in India had been held longer and were better fortified and more prosperous. 

 The French Company was heavily dependent on the French Government. 

 Dupleix’s Mistakes: Dupleix did not pay attention towards improving the finances of the 

company and did not concentrate his efforts only atone place; and sought no support from the 

French government for executing his plans. 

 English had three important ports i.e. Calcutta, Bombay and Madras which provided them 

superiority in almost every angle be it trade or Naval Power, but French had only one port i.e. 

Pondicherry. 

 The victory at the Battle of Plassey opened up the British to a rich area, namely Bengal. 

 The British had many capable and able soldiers like Robert Clive, Stringer Lawrence and Sir Eyre 

Coote. 

Conclusion: 

With the treaty of Paris, Chandernagar and Pondicherry were returned to France but they were 

barred from fortifying them or having troops in them. They could only have trading activities. French 

hopes of building an empire in India were completely dashed. The French agreed to support British 

client governments making the British a dominant foreign power in India. 
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Compare and Contrast the Permanent Settlement with Mahalwari Settlement 

introduced by the British. What was the impact of the new forms of land revenue 

settlements on Indian Agriculture? (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the major differences between Permanent settlement and Mahalwari settlement and to 
write about the overall impact of Permanent, Ryotwari and Mahawlari settlement on Indian 
agriculture. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by briefly writing about the nature of the two settlements. 
Body: 
In detail, bring out the differences between both the settlement systems – context of introduction, 
areas of introduction, fixation of Land revenue, collection of revenue and revision of land revenue etc. 
Next, write about the overall impact these Land Revenue systems on Indian agriculture – 
Commercialization of Agriculture, Fragmentation of Lands, Absentee Landlordism, indebtedness of 
peasants and depressing effect upon the rural economy etc. 
Conclusion: 
Write about how these impacts led to mobilization of peasants and over a period of time, the 
peasant issues became a part of mainstream national movement. 
Introduction: 

Land revenue was one of the major sources of income for Britishers in India. There were 

broadly three types of land revenue policies in existence during the British rule in India. 

Before independence, there were three major types of land tenure systems prevailing in the 

country: 

 The Zamindari System 

 The Mahalwari System 

 The Ryotwari System 

Body: 

Zamindari System Mahalwari System 

Under the Zamindari system, the land revenue 

was collected from the farmers by the 

intermediaries known as Zamindars. 

Under the Mahalwari system, the land revenue 

was collected from the farmers by the village 

headmen on behalf of the whole village. 

Zamindari system was started by the Imperialist 

East India Company in 1793. 

In this system, the entire village is converted into 

one big unit called ‘Mahal’ and treated as one 

unit as far as payment of land revenue is 

concerned. 
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Lord Cornwallis entered into ‘Permanent 

Settlement’ with the landlords with a view to 

increase land revenue. Under this arrangement, 

the landlords were declared as zamindars with 

full proprietorship of the land. 

The Zamindars were made responsible for the 

collection of the rent. 

Mahalwari system was popularised by Lord 

William Bentinck in Agra and Awadh. It was later 

extended to Madhya Pradesh and Punjab. 

The responsibility of collecting and depositing 

the rent lied with the village headmen. 

The share of the government in the total rent 

collected by the zamindars was kept at 10/11th, 

and the balance going to zamindars. 

The Mahalwari system is found to be less 

exploitative than the Zamindari system. 

The system was most prevalent in West Bengal, 

Bihar, Orrisa, UP, Andhra Pradesh and Madhya 

Pradesh. 

The system was prevalent in Agra, Awadh, 

Punjab, Orrisa and Madhya Pradesh. 

Impact of British land revenue policies: 

 Pauperisation of the rural economy:The rural economy as a whole was affected. All the classes 

from zamindars to peasants were affected. Many lost their livelihoods due to loss of land and 

right to cultivate. 

 Shifting from food crops to cash crops:In order to meet the high revenue demand the farmers 

had to shift from food to cash corps like indigo, cotton, which led them to buy food grains at 

higher prices and sell the cash crops at low prices. 

 Food scarcity and famines:The shifting to cash crops and decreasing productivity of land badly 

affected the society in the form of famines. This led to many famines in India, causing death of 

millions. 

 Increase in money-lending: The land settlements introduced a market economy with cash 

payments of revenue. This led to an increase in money-lending activities, which put Indian 

peasants under debt, which were exploited by money lenders. 

 Led to inequalities: The Land tenure system led to increase in social inequalities. While rich 

defended their properties, the poor didn’t have any resources to do so. Further due to illiteracy 

they were exploited by money lenders for interests. 

 Handicrafts and industries affected:It impacted circular economy. The peasants and zamindars 

earlier had purchasing power to buy handicrafts. Loss of income of peasants affected the 

handicrafts industry too. Handicrafts men resorted to agriculture that further put pressure on 

land. The industries were affected due to lack of raw materials. 

 Impact on local administration: It deprived village panchayats of their two main functions: land 

settlements and judicial and executive functions. Thus the old politico-economic-social 

framework of village communities broke down. 

Conclusion: 

The overall impact of the all this was stagnation and deterioration of agriculture. It led to series of 

famines in 19th century. The unsustainable system led to series of peasant revolts. The miseries of 

the peasant were one of the important cause for the revolt.  

As Governor-General, Bentinck had initiated an era of progress and reforms. Were the 

various reforms of William Bentick successful? Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers 
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Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various reforms of William Bentick and the comment on their achievements. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the various reforms of Bentick in brief. 
Body: 
In the first part, elaborate up on the reforms of Bentick. Financial Reforms, Administrative reforms, 
Social Reforms and Educational reforms. 
In the next part, in detail bring out the relative successes and limitations of Bentick’s Reforms. Eg: 
Sati was ended gradually, female infanticide continued in some parts, if financial reforms reduced 
pressure on government coffers but it caused discontent among Sepoys, his educational reforms only 
benefitted very few etc. 
Conclusion: 
Give an overall estimate about the reforms of Bentick. 
Introduction: 

British rule over India started as a trading unit, when East India Company received a Royal Charter 

from Queen Elizabeth I on 31 December 1600. Within a time period of nearly three centuries, the 

British turned from a trading power to one of the most powerful countries in the world. 

By Charter Act of 1833, the post name of Governor-General of Bengal again converted 

into “Governor-General of India” and the first Governor-General of India was William Bentinck. Lord 

William Bentinck served as Governor General of India between 1828-1835. 

Body: 

Reforms during the period of William Bentinck 

 Administrative Reforms 

 He abolished the Provincial Circuit Courts of appeal. 

 The abolition of the Provincial Courts of Appeal and Circuitreduced the expenditure of 

the company Government. The appointment of the Commissioners introduced 

individual responsibility. Police was now less oppressive as the Commissioners would 

dispose the cases. 

 Bentinck adopted a liberal policy towards the Indian Press. Excepting that he did not 

permit the government officials to misuse the Press against the government, he allowed 

free functioning to the Press. 

 Social Reforms 

 Along with Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Bentinck tried to suppress many superstitious 

practices prevalent then. Sati, the practice of widow burning, was abolished by the 

Bengal Sati Regulation (Regulation XVII) on 4thDecember 1829. 

 He also tried to control, with Ram Mohan Roy’s advocacy, practices like polygamy, child 

marriages and caste rigidity. 

 Bentinck also did a commendable job of controlling organised Thugee. Thugs were gangs 

of professional thieves and even murderers that had created a huge law and order 

problem. Thugee was finished off by 1837. 
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 Human sacrifices and female infanticide were declared illegal and severe punishment 

were adopted for the offenders. 

 Economic Reforms 

 The government demand was reduced from 80% to 60% or two-thirds of the gross rental 

and, instead of yearly fixation, the revenue was fixed for thirty years. 

 He was able to bring about a sound financial management system for the company, but 

the process was also accompanied by a policy of westernisation. He was influenced by 

Jeremy Bentham’s and James Mill’s utilitarian principles. 

 Bentinck revised the court system as well as the educational system. He passed the 

English Education Act 1835 that replaced Persian with English in the higher courts. He 

also advocated Indians to be educated in the western style so that more Indians could 

be employed in the administration. 

 He opened the Calcutta Medical College in 1835 and it became the first western medical 

school in all of Asia where people could be admitted irrespective of caste or creed. 

 The Charter Act of 1833 was passed in his tenure. This Act marks the centralisation in 

India’s administration and also made provisions for the inclusion of Indians in 

government service. This also made Bentinck the first Governor-General of India. 

 He reformed the military by banning flogging as a punishment in the British Indian army. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, William Bentinck took several measures in different spheres of administration. His 

economic reforms were quite successful while his administrative and judicial reforms meant only 

additions to the already existing system. His educational and humanitarian measures certainly 

deserve praise because a good beginning was made by them. But these served only limited purpose. 

No effort was made by him to educate the masses while his humanitarian reforms touched only the 

fringe of the Indian social system and did not affect the large majority of the people. 

Wellesly further elaborated and perfected the policy of Dupleix to assist regional 

powers of India and thereby developed Subsidiary Alliance. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: A brief history of modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 

Introduction 

Wellesley’s policy of subsidiary alliance was an extension of ring fence—which sought to reduce 

states to a position of dependence on British Government in India. According to this system, every 

ruler in India had to accept to pay a subsidy to the British for the maintenance of British army. In 

return, British would protect them from their enemies which gave British enormous expansion. 

Body 

French used to provide their troops for the rent purpose to the native Indian state. Dupleix was the 

first who lend European troops to the Indian state. Later it was adopted at a large scale by Lord 

Wellesley who started it to make sure that no state in India  

Key features of Subsidiary Alliance 

 The allies of Indian state’s ruler were compelled to accept the permanent garrison of British 

Army within their territories and to pay a subsidy for its maintenance. 

 An Indian ruler entering into Subsidiary Alliance with the British had to dissolve his own armed 

forces. 
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 He also had to pay for the British army’s maintenance. 

 In return, the British would protect the Indian state against any foreign attack or internal revolt. 

 The British promised non-interference in internal affairs of the Indian state but this was rarely 

kept. 

 The Indian state could not enter into any alliance with any other foreign power. 

 He could also not employ any other foreign nationals other than Englishmen in his service. And, 

if he were employing any, on the signing of the alliance, he had to terminate them from his 

service. The idea was to curb the influence of the French. 

 The Indian state could also not enter into any political connection with another Indian state 

without British approval. 

 The Indian ruler, thus, lost all powers in respect of foreign affairs and the military. 

 He virtually lost all his independence and became a British ‘protectorate’. 

 A British Resident was also stationed in the Indian Court. 

Impact of policy and British Expansion 

 If a ruler failed to make the payment, a portion of his territory would be taken away and ceded 

to the British in the name of maintaining the troops. 

o This was the outcome in most cases, as rulers fell into arrears and a part of their 

territory was taken. 

 The subsidiary system was the Trojan horse tactics in empire building. It disarmed the Indian 

states and threw British protectorate over them. 

 The Governor General had proxy in every Indian state that accepted the subsidiary alliance. 

o Thus, it deprived the Indian princes of forming any confederacy against British. 

 It enabled the company to maintain a large standing army at the expense of Indian princes. 

 According to the Wellesley himself, “by the establishment of our subsidiary forces at Hyderabad 

and Poona, an efficient army of 22000 men are stationed within the territories or on the frontier 

of foreign states, and is paid by foreign subsidies. That army is constantly maintained in a state 

of perfect equipment, and is prepared for active service in any direction at the shortest notice” 

without any considerable increase to the permanent military expenses of the Government of 

India.” 

 The stationing of the company’s troops in the capitals of the Indian princes gave the English 

the control of the strategic and key positions in India without arousing the jealousy of other 

European nations. 

 The subsidiary system helped the company to effectively counteract any possible French moves 

in India. The company required the subsidiary ally to dismiss all Frenchmen from his service. 

 The British residents wielded considerable influence in the affairs of the Indian states. This 

placed great patronage into the hands of company’s authorities in India. 
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 The Company acquired territories in full sovereignty from Indian states and expanded their 

dominions in India 

 So, we can say that on one hand Subsidiary alliance helped company to reduce the threat of 

Napoleon/French and on the other hand company could maintain a large army on the expenses 

of Indian states. 

Conclusion 

The native states, they virtually ceased to exist from the moment they became subsidiary to or 

protected by the Company. The conditions under which they were allowed to retain their apparent 

independence were at the same time, the conditions of permanent decay, and of an utter inability of 

improvement. 

The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

The Extremists of today will be Moderates tomorrow, Just as the Moderates of today 

were Extremists yesterday. Comment with respect to Indian national movement. (250 

words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra 

Introduction: 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak was absolutely right when he said, “The Extremists of today will be the 

Moderates of tomorrow, just as the Moderates of today were the Extremists of yesterday”. It was 

manifested as Indian freedom struggle moved from one state to another and finally achieving the 

freedom. To understand the true meaning of the statement the nature of differences among the 

early moderates and extremists must be understood. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, it became quite apparent that moderate leadership of the 

Congress was unable to bring any significant change in the policies and administration of the British 

in India. It created reaction and thinking grew among young leadership that no good would be 

served without struggle. They gradually lost faith in the moderate tactics- prayer, petition and 

peaceful procession and therefore, proceeded ahead towards the path of confrontation. It resulted 

in the rise of radicals within the Congress and that of revolutionary outside it. 

Body: 

The primary causes for the growth of radicals were as follow- 

1. Recognition of the true nature of British rule 

2. Social and Religious Awakening and associated sense of nationalism 

3. Failure of the Congress to attract Masses 

4. International Developments: Japanese win over Russia belied the myth of European 

superiority. This resulted into differences in approach between the extremists and moderates. 

5. Moderates aimed at administrative and constitutional reforms. 

6. Moderates wanted more Indians in the administration and not to an end of British rule. 
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7. Moderate leaders were loyal to British. Many of them held high ranks under the British 

government. 

8. Moderates believed in constitutional means and worked within the framework of the law. 

Their methods including passing resolutions, persuasion, sending petitions and appeals. 

9. Moderates believed in cooperation and reconciliation. 

10. Moderates received their support from the intelligentsia and urban middle class. Moderates 

had a narrow social base. 

11. Moderate leaders had faith in the British sense of justice and fair play. The famous among 

the extremist were Bal, Pal and Lal. 

12. But the reality that the differences between the moderates and extremists are only relative 

in sense and not absolute was brought to forth in 1920s and 1930s when new forces emerged. 

13. One of the extremists of the Swadeshi movement Bal Gangadhar Tilak questioned the 

efficacy of Satyagraha as a means for achieving independence. He was opposed to this idea when 

Gandhi advocated it during the Non-Cooperation and Khilafat Movement. 

14. BC Pal left the Congress in 1920s, when Congress in 1920 declared its aim to be that of 

‘achieving Independence through all legitimate and peaceful means’ instead of independence 

through ‘constitutional means’. 

15. This reflects how the extremists of the Non-co-operation and Swadeshi movement were out 

of sync with the new forces of Khilafat movement and methods of Satyagraha and Constructive 

work. 

16. Even Gandhiji’s methods appeared moderate when the leaders like Nehru, Bose appeared 

on the stage. Gandhi resigned from Congress when the new socialist and communist forces emerged 

in 1930s, who were against the Constructive work of Gandhiji’s and advocated more radical 

approach to bring workers and peasants into the Congress fold. 

 Conclusion: 

Therefore, it can be said that moderates and extremists provided a kind of chain to our freedom 

struggle, with each part of the chain appearing outdates to the previous one and resulting into 

evolution of new ideas and new strategies. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, a man who had already made a name for himself with 

his leadership of the struggle of Indians in South Africa and by leading the struggles of 

Indian peasants and workers in Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda, was now ready to 

take up the mantle of India’s National Movement. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain as to how Gandhi was ready with his experiences in South Africa and India to emerge as 
the leader of Indian National Movement. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving context of Mahatma Gandhi’s sojourn with various struggles in India and South Africa. 
Body: 
Elaborate on various struggles that Mahatma Gandhi took to fight racial discrimination, unjust 
practices and his various Satyagraha against discriminatory laws. 
In the next part, mention about Gandhian movements in Champaran. Ahmedabad and Kheda and 
the method adopted. Wrtite about the lessons by Gandhi and how he further practiced the technique 
of Satygraha at a local level. 
Mention about how Gandhi gained experience and developed a style of leadership acceptable to all 
from the above events. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize as to how the above prepared Gandhi develop his tried and tested Satyagraha method 
and his unique style of leadership and took over the helm of India’s national movement. 
Introduction: 

The Gandhian strategy is the combination of truth, sacrifice, non- violence, selfless service and 

cooperation. Gandhi was Indian lawyer, politician, social activist, and writer who moulded the 

character of the struggle for freedom in India, and impressed his own ideals upon the new governing 

class that came into power when the English went home. 

Body: 

 Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa: 

o He organized non-violent protests against the racial discrimination directed towards the 

native Africans and Indians in 1894. 

o He came to India for a short time in 1896 to gather fellow Indian to serve in South Africa. 

He gathered 800 Indians but they were welcomed by an irate mob and Gandhi was 

injured in the attack. 

o He organized the Indian Ambulance Corps for the British during the outbreak of the Boer 

War in 1899. So that British could understand humanity but the ethnic discrimination 

and torture continued on Indians. 

o He set up Phoenix Farm near Durban where Gandhi trained his cadre for peaceful 

restraint or non-violent Satyagraha. This farm considered as the birthplace of 

Satyagraha. 

o He also set up another farm which was called Tolstoy Farm which is considered as the 

place where Satyagraha was moulded into a weapon of protest. 

o The first non-violent Satyagraha campaign of Mahatma Gandhi was organized in 

September 1906 to protest against the Transvaal Asiatic ordinance which was 

constituted against the local Indians. After that, he also held Satyagraha against the 

Black Act in June 1907. 

o He was sentenced to jail for organizing the non-violent movement in 1908 but after 

meeting with General Smuts who was a British Commonwealth statesman, was released. 

o He was sentenced to a three-month jail in Volkshurst and Pretoria in 1909. After release, 

he went to London to seek the assistance of the Indian community there but his effort 

was in vain. 
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o In 1913, he fought against the override of non-Christian marriages. 

o He organized another Satyagraha movement in Transvaal against the oppression that 

Indian minors were suffering from. He led around 2,000 Indians across the Transvaal 

border. 

 Mahatma Gandhi in India 

o After his long stay in South Africa which was around 20 year, gave huge respect as a 

nationalist, theorist and organizer in India. 

o He was invited by the Gopal Krishna Gokhale who was senior leader of Indian National 

Congress to join Indian National Movement against tyrant British Rule conveyed to him 

by C. F. Andrews. 

o Mahatma Gandhi returned to India, Gokhale thoroughly guided Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi about the prevailing political situation in India and also the social issues of the 

time. 

 Movement Started by Gandhi in India: 

o Champaran Satyagraha (1917): 

 In Champaran district of Bihar the condition of Indigo cultivators became 

miserable under Tinkathiya system. 

 Under this system the cultivators were forced to cultivate Indigo on the best 

3/20th part of their land and were forced to sell them at a cheaper price. 

 The situation for the farmers became worse due to harsh weather conditions 

and levy of heavy taxes. 

 Then, Rajkumar Shukla met Mahatma Gandhi at Lucknow and invited him. 

 At Champaran, Mahatma Gandhi adopted the approach of civil disobedience 

movement and launched demonstrations and strikes against the landlords. 

 As a result, the government set up a Champaran agrarian committee of which 

Gandhiji was also one of the members. 

 All the demands of the cultivators were accepted and the Satyagraha was 

successful. 

o Kheda Satyagraha (1917 -1918): 

 A no-tax campaign was started by Mohan Lal Pandey in 1917 who demanded 

the remission of taxes due to poor harvest or crop failure in Kheda village, 

Gujarat. 

 Kheda Satyagraha is a peasant struggle against the British government’s demand 

of the full realization of the land tax by the peasants despite famine and crop 

losses. Hence, the peasants of Kheda demanded non-payment of land taxes. 

 Mahatma Gandhi was invited and he joined the movement on 22 March, 1918. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 58 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 There, he started Satyagraha. The movement was also joined by Vallabhbhai 

Patel and Indulal Yagnik. 

 Finally, the demands were fulfilled by the British government and it was 

successful. 

o Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918) 

 Mahatma Gandhi led the Ahmedabad Mill Strike after Anusuyya Sarabhai 

(Ahmedabad Mill Owners’ Association President) urged Gandhi to intervene in 

the matter. 

 Gandhi used Satyagraha and hunger strike for the first time during an industrial 

dispute between the owners and workers of a cotton mill in Ahmedabad. 

 The owners wanted to withdraw the plague bonus to the workers while the 

workers were demanding a hike of 35% in their wages. 

 During the peaceful strike led by Gandhi, he underwent a hunger strike. 

 The Ahmedabad Mill strike was successful and the workers were granted the 

wage hike they wanted. 

o Gandhiji’s characteristic traits in Indian freedom struggle: 

 Gandhiji also gave his own ideals of non-violence and truth which formed the 

basis of all his mass struggles. 

 His method of political protest which he called satyagraha, which literally means 

‘truth force’ or ‘the struggle for truth’. 

 Gandhi described it as ‘a force which is born of truth and love or non-violence’. 

For him, it was the end of a quest for a moral equivalent of war. 

 Satyagraha was not passive resistance, but active opposition to any form of 

injustice. 

 The abrupt withdrawal of non-cooperation movement soon after Chauri Chaura 

massacre is an example of following above ideals. 

 Gandhiji was also in favor of reform of the caste system by abolishing the 

discriminatory practices which was in opposition to few leaders who wanted 

complete annihilation of caste system. 

 His ideas of making a small and common thing the base of a struggle was 

unique. 

 Ex: Salt in the case of Salt Satyagraha. 

 He understood the pulse of the people by travelling the length and breadth of 

country and made the freedom struggle more inclusive by involving all sections 

of people from women to children to tribals. 

 Gandhiji’s leadership qualities and skills 
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 Gandhi would teach us countless lessons about life, leadership and 

much more. 

 Gandhi learnt his Leadership skills during his years in South Africa, and 

honed them in India. 

 He was naturally charismatic. He had a “feel” for his Follower’s needs 

which was uncannily correct. 

 But he did develop formal tools and methods to become a better Leader 

over time. 

 He had a rock-solid value system from which all of his activities 

stemmed, he wanted to make major changes at every turn in his life, 

and he had a totally interdependent relationship with his followers. 

 As a man of action, he used the 4 E’s throughout his life: Envision, 

Enable, Empower, and Energize. 

Conclusion: 

Arrival of Gandhi and his techniques merged these different forms of struggle emanating from 

various platforms into one national movement based on mass struggle. The Indian national 

movement became an inclusive, and welfarist embodying the idea of egalitarian nationalism. 

Jallianwala Bagh massacre epitomizes the brutality and oppressive nature of British Rule 

in India. Discuss. What were the outcomes of Jallianawala Bagh incident on the Indian 

National movement? (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about Jallianwala bagh massacre and the atrocities it wreaked up on innocent Indians and 
to mention about the impact of Jallianwala Bagh on contemporary India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving a brief account of monstrosity of Jallianwala Bagh. 
Body: 
Mention the causes of massacre and it epitomizes the brutality of the British. Draw parallels to other 
atrocities on revolutionaries, famines and violent suppression of various revolts and rebellions. 
Write about the short term and long term impact of the massacre. The clashes all over the country, 
return of awards, loss of the total remaining faith in the British, Its role in noncooperation movement, 
impact on revolutionary nationalism, Lessons for Gandhi etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on how the massacre instilled a new spirit of togetherness among nationalists of all 
strands. 
Introduction: 
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Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, also called Massacre of Amritsar was an incident in which British troops 

fired on a large crowd of unarmed Indians in an open space known as the Jallianwala Bagh in 

Amritsar in Punjab. 

Body: 

 Jallianwala Bagh massacre: 

o April 13, 1919, marked a turning point in the Indian freedom struggle. 

o It was Baisakhi that day, a harvest festival popular in Punjab and parts of north India. 

o Local residents in Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that day to discuss and protest 

against the confinement of Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew, two leaders fighting for 

Independence, and implementation of the Rowlatt Act, which armed the British 

government with powers to detain any person without trial. 

o The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. 

o They all gathered in a park called the Jallianwala Bagh, walled on all sides but for a few 

small gates, against the orders of the British. 

o The protest was a peaceful one, and the gathering included pilgrims visiting the Golden 

Temple who were merely passing through the park, and some who had not come to 

protest. 

o While the meeting was on, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had 

crept up to the scene wanting to teach the public assembled a lesson, ordered 90 

soldiers he had brought with him to the venue to open fire on the crowd. 

o Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many jumped into the well located inside 

the park. 

 Response of the Indians: 

o This tragedy came as a rude shock to Indians and totally destroyed their faith in the 

British system of justice. 

o National leaders condemned the act and Dyer unequivocally. 

o Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore in his letter of protest renounced the knighthood 

conferred on him, condemning the brutal act of Britishers. 

o In protest against the massacre and the British failure to give due justice to the victims, 

Gandhiji relinquished his title ‘Kaiser-e-hind’ bestowed on him by the British for his 

services during the Boer War in South Africa. 

o In December 1919, the congress session was held at Amritsar. It was attended by a large 

number of people, including peasants. 

 British and Government of India Response: 

o Gen Dyer was appreciated by many in Britain and the British in India although some 

people in the British government were quick to criticize it. 
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o The massacre had been a calculated act and Dyer declared with pride that he had done 

it to produce ‘moral effect’ on the people and that he had made up his mind that he 

would shoot down all men if they were going to continue the meeting. 

o The government set up the Hunter Commission to inquire into the massacre. Although 

the commission condemned the act by Dyer, it did not impose any disciplinary action 

against him. 

o He was relieved of his duties in the army in 1920. 

o A British newspaper called it as one of the bloody massacres of modern history. 

 One of the worst acts of violence: 

o Large gathering of 15,000-20,000 people with a majority of Sikhs came together to 

celebrate the Punjabi harvest festival of Baisakhi in this garden. 

o They had also gathered to revolt against the repressive Rowlatt Act that provided for 

stricter control of the press, arrests without warrant and indefinite detention without 

trial. 

o The people were unarmed and British surrounded them and opened fire brutally. 

o Even after that British was not empathetic but responded with brutal repression in the 

following ways. 

o Seeking to humiliate and terrorize people, Satyagrahis were forced to rub their noses on 

the ground. 

o They were forced to crawl on the streets, and do salaam (salute) to all sahibs. 

o People were flogged and villages (around Gujranwala in Punjab) were bombed. 

o For Indians this added the fuel to fire and national movement was taken forward more 

intensively 

o Leaders heavily criticized the government with Tagore renouncing his knighthood as 

protest. 

o The whole nation came together protesting against British so this incident brought unity 

to India which was essential for the freedom movement. 

 Turning point in Indian national movement: 

o By the end of the 19th century, British rule, in India as well as across the globe, had 

gained a certain legitimacy even in the eyes of the enslaved public. 

o Till then, most Indians had reconciled with the progressive nature of the colonial rule. 

o Jallianwala Bagh shattered the faith that the people had in the British sense of justice 

and fairness. 

o To most Indians, the massacre of the unarmed was a betrayal of the trust that they had 

placed on the British to rule them wisely, justly and with fairness. 
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o In the eyes of the Indian, the just, fair and liberal British suddenly turned into a ruthless, 

bloodthirsty tyrant who couldn’t be trusted. Jallianwala Bagh revealed the evil that 

resided in the ‘enlightened’ empire. 

o Since then, it was a slow but sure downward slide for British rule in India. It was on this 

sense of betrayal that Gandhi built his mass movement, which put a premium on 

breaking the laws made by the rulers. 

o As the people began to willfully break the laws made by the state, the state itself 

became illegitimate. Now people actively started demanding for purna swaraj 

Explain the nature of non-cooperation movement which was observed across India. 

Why the non-cooperation was called off and what were its impact? (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain in detail as to how non-cooperation movement manifested across India and to reasons for 
its withdrawal. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write in brief about non-cooperation movement and the context it was launched in.  
Body: 
Non-cooperation included, the surrender of titles and honours, boycott of government affiliated 
schools and colleges, law courts, foreign cloth, and could be extended to include resignation from 
government service, non-payment of taxes. National schools and colleges were to be set up, 
panchayats were to be established for settling disputes, hand-spinning and weaving was to be 
encouraged and people were asked to maintain Hindu-Muslim unity, give up untouchability and 
observe strict non-violence. 
Mention how the above manifested in various parts of India such a Bombay, Bengal, U.P, Andhra, 
Assam and Punjab etc. 
Then give out the reasons for withdrawal of NCM, first mention about certain theories which wrongly 
criticizes Gandhi as trying protecting the interests of Zamindars. The write about the actual reason, 
that is, Chauri-Chaura incident and the anticipation of huge repression from the government which 
made Gandhi call the movement off. 
Mention the reaction of the nationalists and the impact of abrupt shut down in contemporary politics 
of the national movement. 
 Conclusion: 
Write about the significance of the movement despite it sudden withdrawal 
Introduction: 

Non-Cooperation Movement was a significant phase of the Indian independence movement from 

British rule. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. It aimed to resist 

British rule in India through nonviolent means. 

Body: 
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 Mahatma Gandhi was the main force behind the non-cooperation movement. In March 1920, he 

issued a manifesto declaring a doctrine of the non-violent non-cooperation movement. Gandhi, 

through this manifesto, wanted people to: 

o Adopt swadeshi principles 

o Adopt swadeshi habits including hand spinning & weaving 

o Work for the eradication of untouchability from society 

 Causes of Non-Cooperation Movement 

o Resentment at the British after the war: 

 Indians thought that in return for the extensive support of manpower and 

resources they had provided to Britain during the First World War, they would 

be rewarded by autonomy at the end of the war. 

 But the Government of India Act 1919 was dissatisfactory. In addition, the 

British also passed repressive acts like the Rowlatt Act which further angered 

many Indians who felt betrayed by the rulers despite their wartime support. 

o Home Rule Movement: 

 The Home Rule Movement started by Annie Besant and Bal Gangadhar Tilak set 

the stage for the non-cooperation movement. 

 The extremists and the moderates of the INC were united and the Lucknow Pact 

also saw solidarity between the Muslim League and the Congress Party. 

 The return of the extremists gave the INC a militant character. 

o Economic hardships due to World War I: 

 India’s participation in the war caused a lot of economic hardships to the 

people. 

 Prices of goods began to soar which affected the common man. 

 Peasants also suffered because the prices of agricultural products did not 

increase. 

 All this led to resentment against the government. 

o The Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre: 

 The repressive Rowlatt Act and the brutal massacre at Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar 

had a profound effect on the Indian leaders and the people. 

 Their faith in the British system of justice was broken and the whole country 

rallied behind its leaders who were pitching for a more aggressive and firmer 

stance against the government. 

o The Khilafat Movement: 

 During the First World War, Turkey, which was one of the Central Powers, had 

fought against the British. 
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 After Turkey’s defeat, the Ottoman caliphate was proposed to be dissolved. 

Muslims regarded Sultan of Turkey as their Caliph (religious head of the 

Muslims). 

 The Khilafat movement was launched under the leadership of Ali Brothers 

(Maulana Mohammed Ali and Maulana Shaukat Ali), Maulana Azad, Hakim Ajmal 

Khan, and Hasrat Mohani. 

 It got the support from Mahatma Gandhi to persuade the British government 

not to abolish the caliphate. 

 The leaders of this movement accepted the non-cooperation movement of 

Gandhiji and led a joint protest against the British. 

o Features of the Non-Cooperation Movement 

 The movement was essentially a peaceful and non-violent protest against the 

British government in India. 

 Indians were asked to relinquish their titles and resign from nominated seats in 

the local bodies as a mark of protest. 

 People were asked to resign from their government jobs. 

 People were asked to withdraw their children from government-controlled or 

aided schools and colleges. 

 People were asked to boycott foreign goods and use only Indian-made goods. 

 People were asked to boycott the elections to the legislative councils. 

 People were asked not to serve in the British army. 

 It was also planned that if the above steps did not bring results, people would 

refuse to pay their taxes. 

 The INC also demanded Swarajya or self-government. 

 Only completely non-violent means would be employed to get the demands 

fulfilled. 

 The non-cooperation movement was a decisive step in the independence 

movement because, for the first time, the INC was ready to forego constitutional 

means to achieve self-rule. 

 Gandhiji had assured that Swaraj would be achieved in a year if this movement 

was continued to completion. 

o Forms of protest: 

 The Programme of non-cooperation included within its ambit the surrender of 

titles and honors. 

 Boycott of government affiliated schools and colleges 

 Boycott of law courts 
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 Picketing of shops selling foreign cloth 

 Boycott could be extended to include resignation from government service and 

mass civil disobedience including the non-payment of taxes. 

 National schools and colleges were to be set up 

 Panchayats were to be established for settling disputes 

 Hand-spinning and weaving was to be encouraged 

 People were asked to maintain Hindu- Muslim unity, give up untouchability and 

observe strict non-violence. 

 Kisan sabhas: 

 In the Avadh area of U.P., where Kisan sabhas and a kisan movement 

had been gathering strength since 1918 and with Non-cooperation 

propaganda it became difficult to distinguish between a Non-

cooperation meeting and a kisan meeting. 

 In Malabar in Kerala, Non-cooperation and Khilafat propaganda helped 

to arouse the Muslims tenants against their landlords. 

 Charkhas were popularized on a wide scale and khadi became the uniform of the 

national movement. 

 Defiance of forest laws became popular in Andhra. 

 Peasants and tribals in some of the Rajasthan states began movements for 

securing better conditions of life. 

 Akali movement: 

 In Punjab, the Akali Movement for taking control of the gurudwaras 

from the corrupt mahants (priests) was a part of the general movement 

of Non-cooperation, and the Akalis observed strict non-violence in the 

face of tremendous repression. 

 End of the Non-Cooperation Movement 

 While in 1921 the Non – Cooperation Movement was in full steam, the 

masses were awakened from their slumber and the grass root workers 

of Congress, as well as the leadership, were asking Mahatma Gandhi to 

launch the next phase of mass civil disobedience. 

 Gandhi announced that massive civil disobedience would begin in the Bardoli Taluka district of 

Surat and that all other parts of the country should cooperate by maintaining total discipline and 

silence in order to concentrate the entire attention of the movement on Bardoli. 

 However, the Chauri Chaura incident occurred before mass civil disobedience could be launched. 

 Chauri Chaura Incident 

o A Congress – Khilafat procession took place at Chauri Chaura in U.P. district of 

Gorakhpur on February 5, 1922. 
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o Irritated by some policemen’s behavior, they were attacked by a crowd section. 

o The police opened fire on the unarmed procession in retaliation. Instigated by this, the 

whole procession attacked the police and the mob set fire to the building when the 

police hid inside the police station. 

o The cops who were trying to escape were hacked into pieces and thrown into the fire. In 

the Chauri Chaura incident, 22 police officers were killed. 

o Gandhi was profoundly disturbed by the Chauri Chaura incident news. 

o Gandhi decided to withdraw the movement because it violated the strict condition of 

non – violence that he had set for the launch of the civil disobedience phase and the 

continuation of the non – cooperation movement. 

o Thus, the Non – Cooperation Movement came to an end on February 12, 1922. 

 Impact of the Non-Cooperation Movement 

 Success: 

o The non-cooperation movement led by Gandhi was a mass movement which had never 

been seen before and after the Great Rebellion of 1857. 

o With the Non-Cooperation Movement, nationalist sentiments reached every nook and 

corner of the country and politicized every strata of population—the artisans, peasants, 

students, urban poor, women, traders, etc. 

o This politicization of men and women which imparted a revolutionary character to the 

national movement. 

o The myth that British rule was invincible was challenged by satyagraha through mass 

struggle. 

o It gave push to indigenous products thereby helping Indian producers and damaged 

Britain’s economic and commercial interests. 

 Failures: 

o People from the middle classes led the movement at the beginning but later they 

showed a lot of reservations about Gandhi’s Programme. 

o In places like Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, which were centres of elite politicians, the 

response to Gandhi’s call was very limited. 

o The response to the call for resignation from the government service, surrendering of 

titles, etc., was not taken seriously. 

o A section of the big business remained skeptical towards the movement. They seemed 

to be afraid of labour unrest in their factories. 

o People had not learnt or fully understood the method of non-violence. Violent incident 

in Chauri-Chaura in February 1922 marred the spirit of the movement. Gandhi 

responded by withdrawing Non-Cooperation movement arguing masses have not yet 

learned to practice non-violence. 
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Conclusion 

Even though the Non-Cooperation movement did not achieve its stated aims but the strategic and 

leadership role of Mahatma Gandhi gave India’s freedom struggle new dimensions. The biggest gain 

of the movement was that it gave a new confidence to the common people and taught them to be 

fearless in their political pursuit and made Swarajya an important goal. 

Do you think Mahatma Gandhi’s support to Khilafat Movement had diluted his secular 

credentials? Give your argument based on the evaluation of events. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
one is expected to evaluate whether Gandhiji’s secular credentials got diluted with Khilafat; by 
discussing the critiques and providing for the arguments that prove it otherwise. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction 
Introduce by stating the backdrop of Khilafat movement and how Gandhiji came to support the cause 
of it. 
Body 
Such questions should be addressed through a narration, the body of the answer should preferably 
first discuss as to why his support to the Khilafat movement seemed to have unsecular colors to it, 
why was he criticized by some under this pretext. Then move on to explain that though the 
movement was based on religious issue, for Gandhiji was neither communal nor pro-Muslim nor an 
opportunistic leader but was a pragmatic statesman who had to make best use of the opportunities 
and resources available to him to attain independence from the British rule. 
Conclusion 
Conclude with his purity of means, how the Chauri chaura incidence made him call off the movement 
depicting his only true religion was humanity. 
Introduction: 

Post-World war 1, the allied powers had imposed harsh terms on the Sultan of Turkey who was 

revered by the Muslims across the world as ‘Khalifa’- the religious head of Islam. Therefore, the 

Indian Muslims led by Ali brothers launched the khilafat movement. Gandhiji saw this as an 

opportune event to forge unity between the Hindus and Muslims who were drifting apart due to a 

volley of previous events. 

Body: 

The history of Indian national movement can be studied under three important phases 

1885-1905: Moderate Nationalism 

1906-1916: Swadeshi and Home-Rule Movement, Militant Nationalism 

1917-1947: Gandhian Era. 

 Muslims were apprehensive of INC’s freedom Struggle: 
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 During the second phase, the extremists who were members of INC like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and 

Lala Lajpat Rai started off with Hindu Revivalism events. 

 Tilak used Ganesh Chaturthi, Shivaji Jayanthi festivals as a medium to attract the citizens 

towards nationalism which estranged the Muslim brothers. 

 Lajpat Rai was associated with the Shuddhi movement which involved reforms in the Hindu 

religion as well as wooing back the Hindus who had converted to Islam and Christianity. 

 The setting up of Muslim League in 1906 was a watershed event which lead to partition 

ultimately. 

 The Morley Minto reforms of 1909 provided the separate electorates for Muslims paving the 

way for strengthened Communalism. 

 However, in the Lucknow Pact of 1916, a truce was made between the INC and Muslim league. 

They took part together in-Home rule league movement in 1917. But this honeymoon period 

didn’t last long. 

 Thus, when Gandhiji took up the leadership of Indian National movement, he felt a moral 

responsibility to forge a unity between the Hindus and Muslims. 

 Central Khilafat Committee in India (1919-1920) started by Muslim leaders like Abdul Bari, 

Maulana Azad and the Ali Brothers had the objectives of boycotting the titles, civil services, 

police and army and non-payment of taxes. Gandhiji’s Non-Cooperation Movement also had 

similar objectives. Hence, he saw an opportunity to merge the movements and approached the 

leaders.  The latter were already impressed by Gandhiji’s efforts in South Africa and immediately 

agreed to make Gandhiji a member of Khilafat committee as his arrival gave a new strength to 

the agitation. Consequently, they merged the movements. 

 Yes, Gandhiji’s secular credentials were diluted to an extent due to 

o Gandhiji validated the demand for partition by agreeing to support a religious cause of 

Khilafat movement. 

o According to the Khilafat hardcore members, the NCM was a fight against the Britishers 

as well as Hindu Landlords. This helped in further vitiating the relation between Muslims 

and Hindus and led to rebellions like Moplah and riots against Hindu Jenmis in Aug 1921. 

o The Khilafat movement didn’t succeed for long as the ruler of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal 

Pasha declared Turkey as a Republic and no more Monarchy in 1923. He further went on 

to abolish Caliphate in 1924 making Gandhiji fight for a lost cause. 

 No, his secular credentials were intact because 

o The seeds of Communalism was already sown in 1909 by granting communal electorates 

in Morley- Minto reforms and further bolstered in Lucknow Pact of 1916. 

o The merging of Khilafat with NCM in 1920 led to strength of mass movement which left 

the British high and dry, thinking of the future. Thus, it was a net gain of funds and 

followers for Indian National Movement. 

o Gandhiji abruptly called off the NCM in 1922 following Chauri-Chaura incident which 

shows that his ideals of non-violence was more important to him. 
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o His equal respect for all cultures and religions implied the idea of mutual learning and 

inter-faith dialogue. 

o Gandhi did not privilege any one religion over another, not even Hinduism. Religion for 

him was a matter of soft spirituality, rather than hard rituals and hard institutions. 

o Gandhi knew that independence could not come about by the efforts of the Hindus 

alone. He, therefore, involved the Indian Muslims in the struggle. 

o He never accepted the argument that Hindus and Muslims constituted two separate 

elements in Indian society. That is why Gandhi’s willingness to go out of his way to win 

over Muslims to the Congress won him many friends and admirers among the Muslims. 

o Gandhi’s deliberate attachment to the Muslims and the Khilafat movement had helped 

him in reaching broader groups in Indian society and rising as a non-elitist leader in the 

Congress. 

Conclusion: 

For Gandhi the power of the nation was vested with the people, rather than religion. Till his last 

breath, Gandhiji fought to keep Hindus and Muslims united. He was neither communal nor pro 

Muslim but a pragmatic leader. Gandhiji was a statesman who made best use of the opportunities 

and resources available to him to attain independence from the British rule. 

A peculiar distinction to the politics of the Swarajists was their avowed intention of 

wrecking the reforms from within councils as well outside it. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To elaborate upon the modus operandi adopted by the Swarjists – The methods of obstruction to all 
government sponsored in order to destroy the prestige of the councils as well as to carry out the 
nationalist work outside it. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning the reason for the formation of Swaraj Party, its aims and objectives. 
Body: 
Mention about the nature of the struggle and resistance that the swarjists carried out. 
In the first part, mention the nature they adopted within the councils in order to destroy the prestige 
of the councils. Throw out all proposals for legislative enactments, force recognition of their rights, 
support measures and bills necessary for the healthy growth of national life, help the constructive 
programme of the Congress, to prevent the drain of public wealth, project the rights of labour etc. 
In the next part, write about the nationalistic work done by the swarjists outside the legislative 
councils. Inter-communal unity, removal of untouchability, Village organization, boycott of selected 
British goods, organisation of agencies for propaganda outside India of national work and enlisting 
sympathy and support of foreign countries in the struggle for ‘Swaraj’ etc. 
Conclusion: 
Underscore the importance of the Swarjists and their contribution to Indian national Movement. 
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Introduction: 

Post Non Cooperation movement, a question arose in Indian National Congress about the future 

course of action, i.e. – whether to get politically involved in governance or not. The 

sudden withdrawal of Non-Cooperation Movement lead to dissatisfaction all around, it leads to the 

diffusion of the gained energies in different ways. 

Indian National Congress was divided into two ideologies, the Swarajist and the No Changers, based 

on the council participation or boycott. Swarajist’s main aim was to end the boycott of the council, 

whereas No-Changers argued to continue the boycott. 

Swarajist consisted of – CR Das, Vithalbhai Patel, Motilal Nehru, Hakim Ahmed Khan. No Changers 

consisted of – C Rajagopalachari, Vallabhbhai Patel, MA Ansari, Rajendra Prasad. 

Body: 

This intra party conflict lead to the creation of Khilafat Swaraj Party within the Congress, it wanted 

to contest elections, due to the following arguments – – 

1. They wanted to use the legislative assemblies a part of their struggle against imperialism. 

2. They wanted to use this method, for constructive criticism, to make people aware & to make 

them politically active during the period of political vacuum. 

3. They wanted to take forward the National demand of framing of New Constitution. 

4. They argued that it would be a new front against the Britishers and it would not dilute the 

Non-Cooperation movement. 

5. They wanted to use it for criticisms and obstructions, wherever possible. 

With the noble intentions in mind, the Swarajists were able to practically get the following 

successes- 

Positive Contributions of the Swarajists – 

1. They took up three major problems – Self-governance, civil liberties, repeal of repressive 

laws & development of indigenous industries. 

2. Their first and foremost contribution was defeat of Public Safety Bill, which aimed to enable 

the government to deport undesirable foreign nationalist. 

3. They did excellent work in field of education, health, sanitation, anti-untouchability and 

khadi promotion. 

4. They exposed the hollowness of reform of 1919. 

5. They criticized the views of “No Changers”, they felt boycotting the council and sitting back 

would lead to diffusion of tempo. 

6. They raised the quality of life in municipalities under them. 

7. Their views regarding Self-rule, freedom rights etc. -were heard not only in assemblies but 

all across India. 

8. They outvoted government several times, on matters of budgetary grants and through 

adjournment motions. 
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9. They filled the political vacuum created by withdrawal of NCM. 

However, the gained positivity could not be sustained for a very long period of time, the side effects 

of power soon came to surface and it lead to the following negatives. 

Criticism of the Swarajists 

1. Several times, they were not able to resist peaks and privileges of councils. 

2. On religious grounds- Swarajists were divided into Responsivists and Non-Responsivists. 

3. They could not form a national coalition in elections of 1926. 

4. Methods of Obstruction and deadlock have its own limitations. 

5. They failed to support the peasants cause in Bengal. 

6. Lack of coherent policy, coherent could not sustain. 

Conclusion: 

Hence, despite the obstructions and changing socio-political climate, Swarajist managed to achieve 

and strengthen their hold for some time that also gave a momentum to the coming nationalist 

movement, they played a significant role in the public discourse in legislation which was guiding 

principle for future national movement leaders like J. Nehru. It also led as a starting point for 

numerous others ways of struggle like the Peasant movements, Trade movements etc. in immediate 

future. 

The appointment of the Simon Commission revived a ‘moribund Indian nationalism’. 

Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The appointment of an all-White Simon Commission sprung to action nationalists of all creed and 
shades as the national movement had entered in to a state of passivity. But was it really ‘moribund’? 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by writing about the need to appoint Simon Commission and why it was opposed by 
Indians. 
Body: 
Write about the immediate and unanimous response in nationalists of India regarding the insult 
heaped on them by not including an India in deciding their own future. Boycott of the Commission, 
Hartals, mass rallies, processions and black-flag demonstrations all over. New form of Protests which 
were improvised to send the message and the popular slogan of ‘Simon Go Back’. 
Also, write about the repressive government response resorting to lathi charges and arrests. 
In the next part, analyze that the Simon boycott movement provided the first taste of political action 
to a new generation of youth and provided impetus to a passive national movment by re-invigorating 
the leaders. 
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However, analyse that nationalism was not ‘moribund’ but just passive after the withdrawal of the 
non-cooperation movement. Mention about the struggle of swarjists, congress constructive work etc 
to substantiate your points, 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by the summarizing the overall impact of Anti-Simon Commission protests. 
Introduction: 

The Government of India Act, 1919 had a provision that a commission would be appointed after 10 

years to investigate the progress of the governance scheme and suggest new steps for further 

reforms. The commission popularly came to be known as “Simon Commission”. 

Body: 

Indian Reaction’s to Simon Commission 

1. Indian response to Simon Commission was immediate and unanimous. 

2. All shades of political opinion in India unanimously condemned the Commission as not a 

single Indian was included in it. 

3. That no Indian should be thought fit to serve on a body that claimed the right to decide the 

political future of India was an insult to the self-respect of Indian. 

4. They were also angered as the commission violated the principle of self-determination. 

5. The Indian response to the Commission was a unanimous resolution by leaders of every 

shade of opinion to boycott it 

Response of Congress 

1. It was the Indian National Congress that turned the boycott into a popular movement. 

2. The Congress had resolved on the boycott. 

3. At its annual session in December 1927 at Madras Congress decided to boycott the 

commission ―at every stage and in every form. 

4. In the prevailing excitable atmosphere, Jawaharlal Nehru had even succeeded in getting 

passed a snap resolution declaring complete independence as the goal of the Congress. 

Response of other political factions 

1. The call for a boycott of the Commission was endorsed by the Liberal Federation led by Tej 

Bahadur Sapru, 

2. It was also endorsed by the Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress, 

3. The Hindu Mahasabha and majority faction of the Muslim League under Mohammed Ali 

Jinnah also went in favour of boycott. 

4. Gandhiji did not himself participate in this movement, although he gave it his blessings. 

5. Some others such as Unionist in Punjab and Justice Party in the south decided not to boycott 

the commission. 

Anti-Simon Commission Upsurge 
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1. All the important cities and towns observed a hartal on the day that the members of the 

Commission landed in India 

2. People were out on the streets participating in mass rallies, processions and black-flag 

demonstrations. 

3. ‘Go Back Simon’ was imprinted on banners, placards and even kites. 

4. Everywhere that commission went — Calcutta, Lahore, Lucknow, Vijayawada, Poona — it 

was greeted by a sea of black-flags carried by thousands of people. 

Police Repressions 

1. Police repression was harsh and merciless and processions were attacked 

2. There was popular anger at the manner in which the police dealt with the protesters. 

3. In Madras, a major clash with the police resulted in firing and the death of one person. 

4. Lathi charges were becoming all too frequent, and even respected and senior leaders were 

not spared the blows. 

5. In Lucknow, Jawaharlal and Govind Ballabh Pant were beaten up by the police. 

6. But the worst incident happened in Lahore where Lala Lajpat Rai, the hero of the Extremist 

days and the most revered leader of Punjab, was hit on the chest by lathis on 30 October 

7. This, now elderly succumbed to this attack a few days later, on 17 November 1928. 

8. The death of Lajpat Rai created tremendous resentment against the British rule all over. 

9. It was his death that Bhagat Singh and his comrades were seeking to avenge when they 

killed the white police official, Saunders, in December 1928. 

Impact of Simon Commission on Indian National Movement: 

1. The Commission’s report was published in 1930. Before the publication, the government 

assured that henceforth, Indian opinion would be considered and that the natural outcome of 

constitutional reforms would be dominion status for India. 

2. The Simon boycott movement provided the first taste of political action to a new generation 

of youth. 

3. It gave a fillip to the formation of youth leagues and associations all over the country. 

4. Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Bose emerged as the leaders of this new wave of youth and 

students 

5. The upsurge among the youth also proved a fruitful ground for the germination and spread 

of the new radical ideas of socialism that had begun to reach Indian shores. 

6. These new radical ideas also led to emergence of groups such as Naujawan Bharat Sabha in 

Punjab, and the Workers’ and Peasants’ Parties etc. 

7. Lord Birkenhead’s challenge to Indian leaders to produce an agreed constitutional scheme 

was accepted by various political factions, this brought them together on a common platform. 
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8. It recommended the abolition of diarchy and the setting-up of representative governments 

in the provinces. 

9. It also recommended the retention of separate communal electorates until the communal 

tensions had died down. 

10. The Simon Commission led to the Government of India Act 1935 which acted as the basis for 

many parts of the current Indian Constitution. 

11. Motilal Nehru presented his Nehru Report to counter its charges that Indians could not find 

a constitutional consensus among themselves. This report advocated that India be given dominion 

status of complete internal self-government. 

12. The arrival of the Commission gave an impetus to the Indian independence movement by 

galvanizing leaders and masses. 

Negatives: 

1. No universal franchise was proposed. 

2. The position of governor-general remained unaffected. 

3. No financial devolution was proposed 

Aftermath: 

1. Before the publication of the report, the British government stated that Indian opinion 

would henceforth be taken into account, and that the natural outcome of the constitutional process 

would be dominion status for India. 

2. To consider the proposals of the commission, the British government convened three round 

table conferences of the representatives of the British government, British Indian and Indian princely 

states. 

3. On the basis of these discussions, a ‘White Paper on Constitutional Reforms’ was prepared 

and submitted for the consideration of Joint Select Committee of the British Parliament. 

4. The recommendations of this committee were incorporated (with certain changes) in the 

next Government of India Act of 1935. 

Foundation of the Congress was the natural culmination of the political work of the 

previous years. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To trace the culmination of the political awakening in India, starting from local/regional organization 
to the pan Indian organization in the form Indian National Congress. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Write about the circumstances leading to the formation of Congress in 1885 in brief. 
Body: 
In brief mention about various theories regarding the formation of Congress – Safety Valve Theory 
and The Nationalist Theory. 
Write about the evolving political consciousness among Indians. Mention the factors responsible for 
it. Also, write about the various local organizations that sprang up across India as result of political 
awakening. Mention their demands. 
Conclusion: 
Culminate as to how these resulted in a Pan Indian organization in the form of Indian National 
Congress. 
Introduction: 

Indian National Congress (INC) was formed in Dec 1885 in effect to safety valve theory. This theory 

stated that if Indians were given harmless platforms to express their opinions, explosion like 1857 

might be averted. 

However, there were many political organizations which were a pre-cursor to INC which inspired INC 

to take up the work of laying down foundation for future political development of nation. 

Body: 

Although, the political organisations that inspired INC were dominated by wealthy and aristocratic 

elements, local or regional in character, yet through long petitions to the British Parliament 

demanded Administrative reforms, Association of Indians with the administration, and Spread of 

education. 

Some of these organisations were: 

Landholders Society: 

1. In July 1838, the “Zamindari Association”, also known as the “Landholders Society”, was 

established to safeguard the interests of the landlords. 

2. Landholders’ Society was limited in its objectives i.e. covered demand of Landlords only. 

3. The landholders Society used the methods of constitutional agitation for the redressal of 

grievances and marked the beginning of organised political activities. 

Bengal British India Society: 

1. Established in April 1843, its objective was “the collection and dissemination of information 

relating to the actual condition of the people of British India” 

The British Indian Association of Calcutta (1851): 

1. It was formed in 1851 by the merger of Bengal British India Society and the Landholders’ 

Society. 

2. It was established to convey Indian grievances to the British Govt. 

3. It suggested various reform in Company’s upcoming charter like Need for the establishment 

of a separate legislature, separation of judicial functions from executive functions, salaries of 

higher officers to be reduced, abolition of abkari, salt duty and stamp duties. 
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4. Some of the recommendations of the association were accepted when the Charter Act of 

1853 provided addition of six members to the governor general’s council for legislative 

purposes. 

The Bombay Association (1852): 

1. On 26 August 1852, Bombay Association was founded with the object of ‘reminding from 

time to time the government authorities in India or in England for the removal of existing 

evils, and for the prevention of proposed measures which may be deemed injurious or for 

the introduction of enactment which may tend to promote the general interest of all 

connected with this country’. 

2. The Bombay Association sent a petition to the British Parliament urging the formation of 

new legislative council to which Indians should also be represented. 

3. It also condemned the policy of exclusion of Indians from all higher services, lavish 

expenditure on posts given to the Europeans. 

East India Association: 

1. In the year 1866, East India Association was founded by Dadabhai Naoroji in London. 

2. The objective of East India Association was to discuss the problem and questions related to 

India and to influence the British leaders towards the development of India. 

3. Later, Dadabhai Naoroji also opened its branch in various important Indian cities. 

Poona Sarvajanik Sabha: 

1. The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha was established in 1867 at Poona. 

2. It has the objective of serving as a bridge between the Government and the people. 

India League 

1. It was established by Sisir Kumar Ghose in 1875. 

2. The aim of India league was to instill the feeling of Nationalism amongst the people. 

The Indian Association of Calcutta 

1. Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose founded the Indian Association of Calcutta 

in 1876. 

2. Founders of Indian Association of Calcutta were discontented with the pro-landlord and 

conservative policies of the British India Association that’s why they established this new 

Association. 

3. This association was aimed to unify Indian people on a common political programme and 

create a strong public opinion on political questions. 

Madras Mahajan Sabha 

1. In 1884 Madras Mahajan Sabha was established by Viraraghavachari, P. Ananda- charlu and 

B. Subramaniya Aiyer. 
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2. The Madras Mahajan Sabha was formed in May, 1884 to co-ordinate the activities of local 

association and to ‘provide a focus for the non-official intelligence spread up through the 

Presidency’. It was founded by M. V. Raghavachari, G. Subrahmanyam Aiyar, Anand Charlu 

and others. 

Methods learnt from previous organisations led to culmination of objectives of INC when it was 

formed in 1885 were: 

1. A Pan India Organization:To found a democratic, nationalist movement through a pan India 

organization. 

2. Politicize and politically educate people:Congress aimed to increase awareness about the 

colonial exploitative policies the political rights of Indians. To this end congress focused on 

demanding increasing representation in councils, Indianization of civil services etc. 

3. Anti-colonialism:Develop and propagate an anti-colonial nationalist ideology; Promote 

friendly relations among nationalist political workers from different parts of the country. 

4. Forward looking political and economic programme:Formulate and present popular 

demands before the government with a view to unifying the people over a common 

economic and political program. 

5. Promote Nationalism:Develop and consolidate a feeling of national unity among people 

irrespective of religion, caste or province. 

6. The success of INC led to mass mobilisation into national awakening and united concerted 

effort under the leadership of Gandhiji , led to Indian Independence in 1947. 

Ghadarites fought in vain as they failed to achieve their desired objectives and hence 

Ghadar movement can be classified as a failure. Do you agree with this statement? 

Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To Analyze critically as to whether or not the Ghadar movement was a failure. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, write about the Ghadar Movement and its aims and objectives it sought to achieve. 
Body: 
In first part, in line with its aims and objectives, write about how Ghadar movement in India and 
abroad took shape. Write briefly about its leaders and their attempts to overthrow the British rule. 
In the next part, in detail analyze the success and failure of the Ghadarites in achieving their stated 
objectives. Mention about the preparation of the Ghadarites, the lack of secrecy and the suppression 
of the movement by the colonial government. Also, their relative failure in causing mass defections 
from the India army. 
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Mention the contributions of Ghadar movement in further deepening nationalist consciousness and 
ideology, the economic critique, impact on revolutionary nationalists and spread of nationalism 
abroad. 
Conclusion: 
Mention that the success or failure of a political movement is not always to be measured in terms of 
its achievement of stated objectives but by overall contribution and the legacy it created. 
Introduction: 

Ghadar movement was started by leaders like Lal Hardayal, Sohan Singh, Kartar Singh & others on 

the foreign land in the year 1914. It started with the opposition against the discriminatory policies of 

host countries towards immigrant Indians and lack of support by British. Gradually, it took the shape 

of nationalism in the form of armed struggle. 

Success or failure of a movement will not always be measured by its achievement or by its 

objectives. But by the deepening of nationalist consciousness, testing new strategies, secularism, 

egalitarianism and time bound executions of activities had contributed their share to freedom 

struggle which motivated further struggles which took place. 

Body: 

1. Ghadar movement can be analysed, with respect to its success and failure as below: 

1. On what grounds, it was successful? 

1. It united the immigrant Indians for opposing and fighting against the British authorities. The 

Ghadar paper was published and distributed not only in USA and Canada, but it also reached to the 

Indians residing in Philippines, Singapore, Fiji, etc an acted as unifying factor. 

2. It helped in sustaining the freedom struggle post Swadeshi movement, when Congress was 

not much politically active. So, the flame of patriotism and nationalism was kept alive by Ghadar 

movement. 

3. The Ghadar paper was nationalist critique of colonialism and was a huge propaganda effort 

motivated and educated Indians. 

4. The movement set out secular consciousness as the leaders were from diverse religious 

background worked together with peace and cooperation. As, Lala har dayal was Hindu, Ras Bihari 

bose was Bengali, Barkatullah was Muslim. 

5. Leaders tried to give it democratic and egalitarian outlook, by incorporating people from 

diverse background like laborers, agriculture farmers and others. Their objective was to establish 

independent republic of India. 

6. Contributions of Ghadar movement in further deepening nationalist consciousness and 

ideology, the economic critique, impact on revolutionary nationalists and spread of nationalism 

abroad. 

2. On what grounds, it was failure? 

0. They completely underestimated the level of preparation needed – 

financially, organizational, ideological, which was needed before the launch 

of armed revolt. 
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1. They underestimated the strength of British in India in terms of their armed 

and organizational might, using which Ghadar movement was suppressed. 

2. The movement was sustained more by the zeal and enthusiasm of the 

militants rather than any effective organization. 

3. There was also Leadership crisis, due to lack of consistent leadership. Once 

Lala Hardayal escaped, there was no one to lead the Ghadarites. In India 

after a continuous search, they found Ras Bihari Bose as their leader. 

3. Relevance of Ghadar Movement 

0. The Ghadar movement can be described as tale of extreme valour, hard-

work, toil which has reached the heart of every Indian settled on distant 

lines. 

1. The powerful speeches by its leaders did shape the NRI opinion against the 

misrule of British in India. 

2. It truly qualifies for a major struggle which aroused the people 

internationally and sowed seeds for any other future course of action. 

3. The immediate results would have been different had the then leaders 

introduced proper organization and had given more time to study the 

general mood of the population. 

Conclusion: 

Even though there was no immediate success of Ghadar movement, but in later years Ghadarites 

helped in foundation of secular national peasant movement in Punjab. 

In his quest “to make the deaf hear’’, Bhagat Singh became a legend and hero to 

millions of Indians. Elaborate upon the vision, methods adopted, nature of politics and 

the immortal legacy of Bhagat Singh. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the ideology, method and contributions of Bhagat Singh to India’s national 
movement. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start the answer by writing about the context of the question, that is, the bombing of the Central 
Legislative Assembly and briefly link it with the legacy of Bhagat Singh. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, start my mentioning about the aims and objectives of Bhagat Singh. 
Anti-imperialist, anti-colonial, anti-exploitative, socialist, communist and egalitarian state. 
In the next part of the body, write about the methods adopted by Bhagat Singh in hi approach 
towards revolutionary nationalism. From Individual heroism in the initial phase to mass based 
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movement at the end. He tried using the Lahore Conspiracy trial to spread the nationalistic 
consciousness and revolutionary patriotism far and wide. 
In the last part, mention about the immortal contributions made by Bhagat Singh to the Indian 
National movement. 
Conclusion: 
Write a fitting tribute to the true patriot son of India as the conclusion. 
Introduction: 

Bhagat Singh was an Indian socialist revolutionary whose two acts of dramatic violence against the 

British in India and execution at age 23 made him a folk hero of the Indian independence movement. 

Bhagat Singh, an iconic revolutionary, thinker voracious reader and one of the well-read of political 

leaders at that time, was a giant of an intellectual. Bhagat Singh, was martyred on March 23, 1931. 

He evoked unbounded respect and emotion all over India. Most of us, of course, revere him as a 

nationalist but it’s a true but incomplete description. 

Vision of Bhagat Singh: 

At tender age he realised the larger goals of life rather than being circumscribed to accomplishing 

personal goals. He transformed the revolution ‘terrorism’ movement to a socialist one. He was a 

great innovator in two areas of politics 

(a) Raised the serious issues and threats of communalism 

(b) Raised the conscience of people in freeing them from mental bondage of religion and 

superstition. 

His deep patriotism, courage and determination, and sense of sacrifice stirred the Indian people and 

helped spread national’s consciousness in the northern land. 

Methods and Politics of HSRA under Leadership of Bhagat Singh: 

 In 1926, he founded the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 

o This organisation aimed to encourage revolution against British rule by rallying the 

peasants and workers. 

 In 1928, he established the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) along with 

Sukhdev, Chandrashekhar Azad and others. 

 Lala Lajpat Raidied in 1928 as a result of injuries sustained in a police lathi charge on the orders 

of a Superintendent of Police, James Scott. 

o Bhagat Singh and his revolutionary friends decided to avenge the death of the dear 

leader. 

o However, in a case of mistaken identity, they assassinated another police official J P 

Saunders. This was part of the Lahore Conspiracy Case. 

o After this incident, Singh fled from Lahore and made changes to his appearance. 

 Central Assembly Bombing Case 

o On 8th April 1929, Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb in the Central Assembly at 

Delhi, from the Visitors’ Gallery. 
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 They also threw pamphlets and raised pro-revolutionary slogans. 

 Both the revolutionaries courted arrest since they wanted to spread their message of revolution 

and anti-imperialism, and needed a platform for it. 

 Nobody was hurt in the incident, and it was never their intention to cause physical harm to 

anyone. 

 Their stated aim was ‘to make the deaf hear’. 

 Bhagat Singh was the mastermind behind the incident, and he was inspired by Auguste Vaillant, 

a French anarchist, who was executed by France for a similar incident in Paris. 

 In the trial that ensued, both Singh and Dutt were sentenced to transportation for life. 

 In the meanwhile, the murder case of J P Saunders also came up and Singh was linked to that 

case as well, avenging the dealth of Lala Lajpat Rai. 

Vision of Bhagat Singh along with other comrades of HSRA: 

Aimed to establish (through ‘organised and armed revolution’) a ‘Federal Republic of the United 

States of India’. It called for a Constitution to be framed, and the resulting Constitutional republic 

would be based on principles that included: universal adult suffrage, nationalisation of major 

industries, right to recall elected representatives and group rights. 

Methods of HSRA under leadership of Bhagat Singh included robbery for raising funds, use of 

violence to create fear among the Government, Creation of Cult of Bomb as a political tool of Armed 

Revolt against government. 

Yet despite all these he is hero among masses: 

He was revered by the youth, loathed by British Raj and opposed by none other than Mahatma 

Gandhi, like other revolutionaries he dreamt of freedom for motherland. 

As much as he was involved in violence against the government, he exercised his conscience and 

used non-violence and fasting as a tool to break the hegemony of British power. 

He always vouched for human dignity and rights beyond sectarian divide. 

He could pursue his passion for reading and writing relentlessly, despite fighting violently against 

Britishers, he did this to Study and enable himself to face the arguments advanced by opposition. He 

studied to arm himself with arguments in favour of his cult of patriotism. 

What are the contributions of revolutionary nationalists to the Indian national 

movement? Analyze the reasons for the decline of revolutionary nationalist movement 

in 1930’s. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
A very straightforward question – to enumerate contributions of revolutionary nationalists and 
analyze the reasons for the decline of revolutionary strand of national movement in the 1930’s. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about revolutionary national movement and its nature of struggle. Mention 
important organizations and revolutionaries. 
Body: 
Outline the major contributions of the revolutionary nationalists – spreading patriotism, creating fear 
in the minds of British, making them grant concessions, uniting the people of India, inspiring the 
youth. 
In the next part, write the reasons for the decline of national movement – repression of the 
government, death/imprisonment of leaders, shift to popular struggle, joining mainstream political 
movement. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize that though the acts of individual heroism reduced but the revolutionary zeal remained 
and it manifested in Gandhian movements and Indian National Army of Bose. 
Introduction: 

The emergence of revolutionary ideology in India during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century was the result of several internal and external influences working on the minds of the youth. 

Early phase of revolutionary movement in India was in Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab, U.P., Orissa, 

Bihar and Madras provinces, but it predominantly operated in Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab as 

these regions were more politically active than other parts of the country. 

The reasons behind rise of revolutionary terrorism– 

 Nationalism among youth:Most vital factor which contributed to amplify the spirit of 

nationalism among the countrymen was the ‘economic exploitation’ of Indians by the British 

Government and the Partition of Bengal. 

 Failure of Moderate and extremist congress:Younger element was not ready to retreat after the 

decline of national militancy phase. Fallout of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement was the 

immediate reason. 

 Leadership’s failureto tap revolutionary energies of the youth. 

 Government repressionleft no peaceful avenues open for the protest. 

 Inspired from the individual heroic action on the lines of Irish nationalistsor Russian nihilists. 

 Ideological appeal of ideas:Freedom through revolution, heroic action, supreme sacrifice, 

Assassinate unpopular British officials, strike terror in hearts of rulers and arouse people to expel 

the British with force attracted the new nationalists. 

Impacts of revolutionary terrorism- 

 The era of revolutionary terrorism began and very soon secret societies of the revolutionaries 

came up all over the country. The Anusilan Samiti, the most famous and long lasting secret 

society, with its headquarters at Calcutta created revolutionary centres all over India. 

 Their activities took two forms- the assassination of oppressive officials, traitors and informers, 

and dacoities to raise funds for the purchase of arms, etc. 
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 It had its impact on the Congress strategy to involve the youths in the short term programme of 

rural reconstruction. 

 Their sacrifices aroused the emotions of the Indian people and thus helped the building up of 

the national consciousness which certainly contributed to gaining independence. 

 It could not mobilize the masses. In fact, it had no base among the people. They believed in 

individual heroism. 

 This movement failed to achieve its object of independence. With the death of Chandrasekhar 

Azad in a shooting encounter in a public park at Allahabad in February 1931, the revolutionary 

movement virtually came to an end in Punjab, U.P. and Bihar. 

 Surya Sen’s martyrdom also marked an end to the terrorist activity in Bengal. A process of 

rethinking on the part of the revolutionaries lodged in jails and in Andaman began. A large 

number of revolutionaries turned to Marxism. 

Decline of Revolutionaries post 1930’s: 

 Despite gaining popularity and a dedicated following, both the terrorist and the revolutionary 

movements could not achieve their objectives of freeing India from the British. This was because 

 There was no central, all-India level organization which could control the activities in an 

organised manner; 

 These movements appealed to the youngsters who had faced the hostilities of the British rule, 

but the mass following in the rural belt was unavailable; 

 Germany, which promised arms and funds to be used against Britain could not deliver; 

 The US entry and its subsequent dominance in the world war demoralised Germany and the 

allies to be of help to the Indian cause; 

 Montagu’s package of self-governance for the Indians took the fizz out of the revolutionary 

activists; 

 The congress party and other upper middle class politicians and leaders always disapproved of 

the ways of these movements; and 

 Gandhi’s entry into the political scene of India marked a revolution in the form of satyagraha, 

which contributed to the decline of the revolutionary and terrorist activities. 

Conclusion: 

Although they had failed to attain set objectives of attaining independence through armed revolt, 

they were successful in arousing people and remove the fear of authority from their minds and 

strike terror in the heart of the rulers 

In the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Gandhian strategy of Struggle-Truce-Struggle 

was clearly and out rightly manifested. But did the strategy delay India’s independence? 

Critically Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyse and determine if the Gandhian strategy of S-T-S delayed independence. 
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Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Being by describing the Struggle-Truce-Struggle strategy of Gandhi. 
Body: 
In the first part, link how S-T-S was used during the CDM and the reasons therefore. Mention about 
inherent limitations of masses, need for the truce, advantages it gives and how truce not necessarily 
means surrender etc. 
In the next part, analyse how some contemporary nationalists and historians accuse S-T-S strategy as 
reason for delayed freedom. But state reasons that S-T-S was tactical choice in a prolonged freedom 
struggle and give reasons as to how it did not delay freedom. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by passing a balanced judgment regarding the S-T-S strategy and its role in India’s 
independence. 
Introduction: 

The decisive phase of the Nationalist Movement [1917-1947] began when Gandhiji returned to India 

from South Africa in January 1915. This phase is also known as the Gandhian Era. During this period 

Mahatma Gandhi became the undisputed leader of the National Movement. His principles of non-

violence and Satyagraha were employed against the British Government. Gandhi made the 

nationalist movement a mass movement. 

Highlights of Struggle-Truce-Struggle: 

 His non-violent satyagraha involved peaceful violation of specific laws. 

 He resorted to mass courting arrest and occasional hartals and spectacular marches. 

 He had readiness for negotiations and compromise. 

 His struggle against foreign rule is popularly known as ‘struggle-truce-struggle’. 

 The policy of Struggle-Truce-Struggle (STS) was a no-win situation for British, at the same time it 

gave people enough time to regroup and fight back British. 

 Gandhi’s nationalism was inclusive, especially participation of women. 

Weakness of the Movement: 

 Gandhiji are quite well known for their mass movements and equally infamous for withdrawing 

them when they are at their peak. 

 The only common thing about Non –Cooperation Movement (1920-22), Civil Disobedience 

(1930-33) and Quit India Movement (1940-42) is that they were withdrawn by Gandhiji against 

the wishes of other popular Congress leaders and masses. 

 Criticizing the STS strategy, Nehru argued that the Indian National Movement had reached a 

stage, after the Lahore Congress call for Purna Swaraj programme, in which there should be a 

continuous confrontation and conflict with imperialism till it was overthrown. 
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 He advocated maintenance of a “continuous direct action” policy by the Congress and without 

the interposition of a constitutionalist phase. 

 Real power, he said, cannot be won by two annas and four annas. Nehru suggested a Struggle-

Victory strategy. 

Impact of Gandhi’s Struggle-Truce-Struggle strategy: 

 According to Gandhi’s Struggle-Truce-Struggle strategy (STS), mass movements have an inherent 

tendency to ebb after reaching a certain height, that the capacity of masses to withstand 

repression, endure suffering and make sacrifices is not unlimited, that a time comes when 

breathing space is required to consolidate, recuperate and gather strength for the next round of 

struggle. 

 During their experience in South Africa, Gandhiji understood that people have limited capacity 

to withstand for a movement. 

 A large number of Congressmen led by Gandhiji believed that a mass phase of movement 

(struggle phase) had to be followed by a phase of reprieve (truce phase) before the next stage of 

mass struggle could be taken up. 

 The truce period, it was argued, would enable the masses to recoup their strength to fight and 

also give the Government a chance to respond to the demands of the nationalists. The masses 

could not go on sacrificing indefinitely. 

 If the Government did not respond positively, the movement could be resumed again with the 

participation of the masses. 

 The basic strategic perspective of the national movement was to wage a long-drawn out 

hegemonic struggle, or, in Gramscian terms, a war of position. 

 By hegemonic struggle, we mean a struggle for the minds and hearts of men and women so that 

the nationalist influence would continuously grow among the people through different channels 

and through the different phases and stages of the national movement. 

 The movement alternated between phases of extra-legal or law-breaking mass movements and 

phases of functioning within the four walls of the law. But both phases were geared to 

expanding the influence of the national movement among the people. 

 One of the objectives of the nationalist strategy was to erode the hegemony or ideological 

influence of the colonial rulers inch by inch and in every area of life. 

 The STS strategy proved to be a novel method of political action, a technique which 

revolutionized Indian politics and galvanised millions to action against the British Raj. 

 Its success is clearly visible in various movements like Champaran Satyagraha, Ahmedabad 

Workers strike, Kheda Satyagraha where efforts of Gandhiji on the lines of Satyagraha yielded 

results in the form of passage of Acts and compromise between the parties involved. 

 Martin Luther King used it in his battle against racism. 

 Nelson Mandela used the Satyagraha technique in South Africa to end apartheid. 
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 Today legacy of Satyagraha continues in the form of protests employed in India and around the 

world. 

Conclusion: 

Use of strategies of STS (Struggle-Truce-Struggle) and PCP(Pressure-Compromise-Pressure) was also 

a significant feature of Gandhian movement. It was highly successful because it was the pressure 

built by Gandhian movement only that the British had to leave India in 1947. 

The task before the Congress was a tremendous one – particularly in the light of the kind of 

expectations the people had from the Congress. Analyze the performance of Congress ministries. 

(250 words) 

Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 

Why the question: 

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 

Key Demand of the question: 

To write about the performance of Congress in its 24 month rule by analyzing its achievement and 

shortcomings. 

Directive: 

Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 

topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Begin by mentioning the backdrop of formation of Congress ministries and wide and varied 

expectations of different sections of people from it. 

Body: 

Elaborate further on expectation from the diverse group of people. Their demands and expectations 

from INC. Briefly, mention the major demands from the various provinces. 

In the next part, bring out the performance of congress in its 28 month short rule. In detail analyze 

how congress performed with respect to land reforms, labour reforms, Civil Liberties, Release of 

Political Prisoners, Press and Constructive work undertake by the Congress. 

In the final part, mention the impediments to Congress rule and mention the shortcomings of it. 

Internal bickering, failure 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by summarizing the biggest achievements of Congress ministries. 

Introduction: 

The 28-month congress rule based on the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935 was 

significant. During July 1937, it formed Ministries in six provinces: Madras, Bombay, Central 
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Provinces, Orissa, Bihar and U.P. Later, Congress Ministries were also formed in the North-West 

Frontier Province and Assam. 

Body: 

Congress ministries tried to bring a lot of reforms in their sphere of jurisdiction. The reforms brought 

in with the achievements and limitations are as follows: 

 Civil liberty: 

 Achievements: 

 Emergency powers related laws repealed. 

 Restrictions and ban on press, certain books, newspapers, and illegal 

organizations was lifted. 

 In Congress provinces, police powers were curbed and the reporting of public 

speeches and the shadowing of political workers by CID agents stopped. 

 Thousands of political prisoners were released and many revolutionaries 

involved in kakori & other conspiracies released 

 Limitations: 

 Yusuf Meherally and S.S.Batliwala were arrested for inflammatory and seditious 

speeches. K.M.Munshi used CID against communist and leftist. 

 Agrarian Reforms: 

 Achievements: 

 Legislated a number of laws relating to land reforms, debt relief, forest 

grazing fee, arrears of rent, land tenure sect. 

 In Bihar, Congress signed pact with Zamindars regarding the provisions 

of the Tenancy Bill. 

 Kisan Sabha launched number of movements at regional level to remind 

congress to implement Faizpur Agrarian Programme 

 In Bombay,They were able to restore lands to original owners which 

were confiscated due to no rent campaign of congress 

 Limitations: 

 Most of these benefits went to statutory and occupancy tenants while 

sub-tenants did not gain much. 

 Agricultural labourers did not benefit as they had not been mobilized. 

 Social welfare reforms: 

 Achievements: 

 Measures for welfare of Harijans taken-temple entry, education, 

etc. 
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 Encouragement was given to khadi and indigenous enterprises. 

 In 1938 national planning committee set up under congress 

president Subhash Chandra Bose. 

 Reforms in education, public health, sanitation as well as in 

prisons were undertaken. 

 Economic Reforms: 

 Encouragement given to indigenous enterprises 

 Develop planning through National Planning Committee set up 

under Congress President Subhash Bose in 1938. 

 Labour: 

 Achievements: 

 Goodwill sought to be created between labour and 

capital with mediation of ministries. 

 Efforts were made to improve workers condition and 

secure wage increase for them. 

 Labour Committee appointed by Congress accepted a 

Programme with Holidays with pay, Employment 

insurance, to devise a way to fix minimum wage, leave 

with pay during sickness. 

 Limitations: 

 Ministries failed in Bombay as mediator. 

 Leftist critics were unsatisfied. 

 Ministries took recourse to section 144 and arrested the 

leaders. 

 Extra-Parliamentary Mass Activity of Congress 

 Launching of mass literacy campaigns, 

 Setting up of Congress police stations and panchayats, 

 Congress Grievance Committees presenting mass 

petitions to government, and 

 States peoples’ movements. 

Conclusion: 

Congress ministries resigned in October 1939 after the outbreak of the Second World War. Indian 

self-government was necessary for radical social transformation got confirmed. It weakened the 

myth that Indians were not fit to rule. It did good work with minimum financial resources. 
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The Cripps Mission failed to pacify the Indians. The British had merely taken up this 

exercise to demonstrate to the world that they cared about Indian sentiments, rather 

than to actually do something concrete. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about why the Cripps mission failed and the inherent flaws in its design which made it bound 
to fail. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write in brief about the Cripps mission and its mandate. 
Body: 
In brief mention the key outcomes and proposals of the Cripps mission with respect to India. 
In the next part, in a detailed manner write about the reasons as to why the Cripps mission failed to 
pacify Indians. Write about the reactions of various nationalist leaders as well as political parties to 
the proposals of the Cripps mission. 
In the last part, write about the flaws in the sending of the Cripps mission as how it was just a façade 
rather than something concrete. The non-cooperation of the secretary of the state, the limited 
powers it had and nothing concrete could be proposed. 
Conclusion: 
Write how its failure played a part in the start of Quit India movement. 
Introduction: 

Cripps Mission was sent by the British Government in March 1942 to India with key objective to 

secure Indian cooperation and support for British War Efforts. Headed by Sir Stafford Cripps, this 

mission sought to negotiate an agreement with Indian leaders. 

Body: 

 The proposal of the Cripps mission was that: 

 India would be a dominion associated with the United Kingdom. 

 It promised that immediately after the war is stopped, steps would be taken up to set up 

an elected body charged with the task of making the constitution for India and 

provisions would be made so that the Indian states could participate in the framing of 

the constitution. 

 An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up. It would be free to decide its 

relations with the Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and 

other international bodies. 

 After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened to frame a new 

constitution. Members of this assembly would be partly elected by the provincial 

assemblies through proportional representation and partly nominated by the princes. 

 The British Government would accept the new constitution subject to two conditions. 
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 Any province not willing to join the Union could have a separate constitution and form a 

separate Union 

 The new constitution- making body and the British Government would negotiate a 

treaty to affect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and religious minorities. 

 In the meantime, defence of India would remain in British hands and the governor-

general’s powers would remain intact. 

 The making of the constitution was to be solely in Indian hands now 

 A concrete plan was provided for the constituent assembly. 

 Option was available to any province to have a separate constitution—a blueprint for 

India’s partition. 

 Free India could withdraw from the Commonwealth. 

 Indians were allowed a large share in the administration in the interim period. 

 The Congress objected to: 

 The offer of dominion status instead of a provision for complete independence. 

 Representation of the states by nominees and not by elected representatives. 

 Right to provinces to secede as this went against the principle of national unity. 

 Absence of any plan for immediate transfer of power and absence of any real share in 

defence; the governor- general’s supremacy had been retained, and the demand for 

governor-general being only the constitutional head had not been accepted. 

 The incapacity of Cripps to go beyond the Draft Declaration and the adoption of a rigid 

“take it or leave it” attitude added to the deadlock. 

 The Muslim League objected because: 

 Criticized the idea of a single Indian Union. 

 Did not like the machinery for the creation of a constituent assembly and the procedure 

to decide on the accession of provinces to the Union. 

 Thought that the proposals denied to the Muslims the right to self-determination and 

the creation of Pakistan. 

 Causes of failure 

 There are three main reasons behind the causes of the failure of the Cripps’ mission. 

They are listed as follows: 

 Gandhi’s opposition led the Indian National Congress to reject the British offer. 

 Cripps’ modification of the original British offer, which provided for no real 

transfer of power. 

 the behind-the-scenes efforts of the Viceroy and Secretary of State for India to 

sabotage the mission. 
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Conclusion: 

The incapacity of Cripps to go beyond the Draft Declaration and the adoption of a rigid “take it or 

leave it” attitude added to the deadlock. Cripps had earlier talked of “cabinet” and “national 

government” but later he said that he had only meant an expansion of the executive council. 

Churchill (the British prime minister), Amery (the secretary of state), Linlithgow (the viceroy) and 

Ward (the commander-in-chief) consistently torpedoed Cripps’ efforts. It was not clear as to who 

would implement and interpret the treaty affecting the transfer of power. Gandhi seized upon the 

failure of the Mission and called for voluntary British withdrawal from India. It resulted in the ‘Quit 

India’ Movement. 

Quit India movement was a revolution in itself in the long process of India’s national 

movement. Comment on the nature of the Quit India movement. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To wrote about the nature of Quit India movement and how it radically differed from other 
movements making it the August revolution. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the start of the quit India movement which led to what some historians term as ‘August 
Revolution’ 
Body: 
Begin the body by mentioning the fiery speech by Mahatma Gandhi and his calls to various sections 
of the population and the leadership. 
In the next part, mention the unprecedented features that were seen as the part of the movement in 
terms of participation of the masses, the repression by the governments, the emergency of new 
leadership, parallel governments, violence witnessed, new innovative and secretive form of 
organization and arson caused which made Quit India movement a revolution in itself. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight the overall importance of the Quit India Movement which got India to the cusp of freedom. 
Introduction: 

‘August Kranti’ or the Quit India movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942 but drew 

protests from the All-India Congress Committee demanding what Gandhi called was “An Orderly 

British Withdrawal” from India. Mahatma Gandhi’s clarion call of ‘Do or Die’ inspired thousands of 

party workers but also created frenzy among the British who rushed to imprison the entire Congress 

leadership. This forced the British to act immediately and soon all the senior INC leaders were 

imprisoned without trial within hours of Gandhi’s speech. 

Body: 

 After the failure of the Cripps Mission, Gandhiji gave the call “Do or Die”’ in his speech delivered 

at the Gowalia Tank Maidan. 

 The quit India resolution stated the provisions of the movement as: 

 An immediate end to British rule over India. 
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 Declaration of the commitment of free India to defend itself against all kinds of 

imperialism and fascism. 

 Formation of a provisional government of India after British withdrawal. 

 Sanctioning a civil disobedience movement against British rule. 

 Gandhi’s instructions to various sections of the public: 

 Government servants: do not resign your job but proclaim loyalty to the INC. 

 Soldiers: be with the army but refrain from firing on compatriots. 

 Peasants: pay the agreed-upon rent if the landlords/Zamindars are anti-government; if 

they are pro-government, do not pay the rent. 

 Students: can leave studies if they are confident enough. 

 Princes: support the people and accept the sovereignty of them. 

 People of the princely states: support the ruler only if he is anti-government; declare 

themselves as part of the Indian nation. 

 Significance of Quit India movement: 

 The movement was carried forward without the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, or any 

other leader, all of whom were jailed on its commencement. 

 All sections of people participated in huge numbers. 

 Decentralized command was the prime significance of this movement. 

 The British began to seriously think about the issue of Indian independence after seeing 

the upsurge among the masses. 

 It changed the nature of political negotiations with British Empire in 1940s which 

ultimately paved the way of India’s independence. 

 The slogan of ‘Do or Die’ remains the most Kranti Kari slogan to this day. 

 It is also a symbol of political betrayal. Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha, Rashtriya 

Swayam Sewak Sangh (RSS) and even the undivided Communist party opposed Gandhi 

as well as his call for complete civil disobedience. 

 Impact of the Movement: 

 Several national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Kalam Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru and 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were arrested. 

 The Congress was declared an unlawful association, leaders were arrested and its offices 

all over the country were raided and their funds were frozen. 

 The first half of the movement was peaceful with demonstrations and processions. The 

peaceful protest was carried till Mahatma Gandhi’s release. 
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 The second half of the movement was violent with raids and setting fire at post offices, 

government buildings and railway stations. Lord Linlithgow adopted the policy of 

violence. 

 The Viceroy’s Council of Muslims, Communist Party and Americans supported Britishers. 

 Drawbacks of the movement: 

 Use of violent methods by the volunteers and participants. 

 The movement was crushed in a relatively short period of time by the British. 

 Lack of leadership did not lead to well-coordinated guidance and progress of the 

movement, with the intensity restricted to a few pockets. 

 Some parties did not support the movement. There was opposition from the Muslim 

League, the Communist Party of India (the government revoked the ban on the party 

then) and the Hindu Mahasabha. 

 Meanwhile, Subhas Chandra Bose, organised the Indian National Army and the Azad 

Hind government from outside the country. 

 As, C Rajagopalachari was not in favour of complete independence he resigned from the 

INC. 

 Relevance today: 

 In 1940s the highest and the lowest in the society were fighting for one single ideal. 

There is no national ideal today. 

 There are ideals of the sectoral society as per their power and position acquired over 

past 150 years. The idea of India is sacrificed to sectoral and sectional interests. 

 Hence it should be taken care that the values of liberty and freedom should not override 

values sovereignty, integrity and unity of society and nation. 

 A sentiment of unity amongst all the sections of Indians is needed while conquering the 

challenges of 21st century India which mainly are problems of poverty, communalism 

and corruption that should quit India. 

Conclusion: 

Despite its failure, the Quit India movement is considered significant as it made the British 

Government realize that India was ungovernable in the long run. Post the Second World War, the 

question that was most prominent for the British was on how to exit India peacefully. 

When Mountbatten announced that independence would happen ten months earlier 

than anticipated, newly established Indian and Pakistan states had to deal with mass 

migration, widespread violence and anarchy. Examine the responsibility of British 

administration in the crisis faced after partition. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To examine the role played by the British directly and indirectly in the clashes after partition. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning the Mountbatten Plan and Indian Independence Act of 1947 whereby India was 
partitioned. 
Body: 
Write about the ghastly outcomes of partition – displacement, division religious lines, creating 
overwhelming refugee crises in the newly constituted dominions, large-scale violence, and loss of life 
and created an atmosphere of hostility and suspicion between India and Pakistan that affects their 
relationship to this day. 
In the next part, examine the responsibility of the British in the partition outcomes – Hasty 
withdrawal, non-declaration of the boundary award, no concrete steps at preventing violence, poor 
communication with both dominions, and lack of efforts to mitigate the violence etc. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement about the role of British. 
Introduction: 

15th August 1947 marked the end of colonial rule in India and the country found itself 

standing on the threshold of a new era wherein the task was to build a strong nation. While India 

found itself independent from the British, it was still to find independence from social, economic and 

political problems that hindered India’s growth story. 

Body: 

 Mountbatten Plan: 

 In May 1947, Mountbatten came up with a plan under which he proposed that the 

provinces be declared independent successor states and then be allowed to choose 

whether to join the constituent assembly or not. This plan was called the ‘Dickie Bird 

Plan’. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru (Born on November 14, 1889) when apprised of the plan, vehemently 

opposed it saying it would lead to Balkanization of the country. Hence, this plan was also 

called Plan Balkan. 

 Then, the viceroy came up with another plan called the June 3 Plan. This plan was the 

last plan for Indian independence. It is also called the Mountbatten Plan. 

 The June 3 Plan included the principles of partition, autonomy, sovereignty to both 

nations, right to make their own constitution. 

 Above all, the Princely States such as Jammu and Kashmir were given a choice to either 

join India or Pakistan. The consequences of these choices would affect the new nations 

for decades to come. 

 This plan was accepted by both the Congress and the Muslim League. By then, the 

Congress had also accepted the inevitability of the partition. 

 This plan was put into action by the Indian Independence Act 1947 which was passed in 

the British Parliament and received the royal assent on 18 July 1947. 
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 Provisions of the Mountbatten Plan 

 British India was to be partitioned into two dominions – India and Pakistan. 

 The constitution framed by the Constituent Assembly would not be applicable to the 

Muslim-majority areas (as these would become Pakistan). The question of a separate 

constituent assembly for the Muslim-majority areas would be decided by these 

provinces. 

 As per the plan, the legislative assemblies of Bengal and Punjab met and voted for the 

partition. Accordingly, it was decided to partition these two provinces along religious 

lines. 

 The legislative assembly of Sind would decide whether to join the Indian constituent 

assembly or not. It decided to go to Pakistan. 

 A referendum was to be held on NWFP (North-Western Frontier Province) to decide 

which dominion to join. NWFP decided to join Pakistan while Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 

boycotted and rejected the referendum. 

 The date for the transfer of power was to be August 15, 1947. 

 To fix the international boundaries between the two countries, the Boundary 

Commission was established chaired by Sir Cyril Radcliffe. The commission was to 

demarcate Bengal and Punjab into the two new countries. 

 The princely states were given the choice to either remain independent or accede to 

India or Pakistan. The British suzerainty over these kingdoms was terminated. 

 The British monarch would no longer use the title ‘Emperor of India’. 

 After the dominions were created, the British Parliament could not enact any law in the 

territories of the new dominions. 

 Until the time the new constitutions came into existence, the Governor-General would 

assent any law passed by the constituent assemblies of the dominions in His Majesty’s 

name. The Governor-General was made a constitutional head. 

 Consequences of Partition: 

 The year 1947 was the year of one of the largest, most abrupt, unplanned and tragic 

transfer of population that Indian history was known. In the name of religion, people of 

a community killed and maimed people of the other community. Cities like Lahore, 

Calcutta (Kolkata) and Amritsar were titled as communal zones. 

 Muslims would avoid going into areas where mainly Hindus and Sikhs lived. Similarly, the 

Hindus and Sikhs stayed away from Muslim areas. 

 People went through immense sufferings because they were forced to abandon their 

homes and move across borders. Minorities on both sides of the border fled their homes 

and often secured temporary shelter in ‘refugee camps’. They often found helpless local 

police and administration helpless in what was till recently their own country. They 

travelled to the other side of the new border by all sorts of means, often by foot. Even 

during this journey, they were often attacked, killed or raped. Thousands of women 
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were abducted on both sides of the border. They were made to convert to the religion 

of the abductor and were forced into marriage. In many cases, women were killed by 

their own family members to preserve the ‘family honour’. Many children were 

separated from their parents. 

 Those who did manage to cross the border found that they had no home. For lakhs of 

these ‘refugees’ the country’s freedom meant life in refugee camps, for a long time. 

 While recounting the trauma of partition, they have often used the phrase that the 

survivors themselves used to describe partition—as a division of hearts. 

 The partition was not merely a division of properties, liabilities and assets, or a political 

division of the country and the administrative apparatus. The employees of the 

government and the railways were also divided. Partition forced about 80 lakh people to 

migrate across the new border. About 5 to 10 lakhs people were killed in partition-

related violence. However, beyond the administrative concerns and financial strains, the 

partition posed another deeper issue. The leaders of the Indian national struggle did not 

accept the two-nation theory. And yet, partition on religious had taken place. 

 Responsibility of the British in the partition outcomes: 

 Hasty withdrawal 

 Non-declaration of the boundary award 

 No concrete steps at preventing violence 

 Poor communication with both dominions 

 Lack of efforts to mitigate the violence 

Conclusion: 

Indian democracy is a heterogeneous model with a vast socio-religious and cultural diversity. It was 

predicted by western political analysts that the Indian model of democracy would not last long. 

However, it was due to India’s strong commitment to its constitutional principles that led India to 

not only survive as a nation but also to emerge as the leader of the newly independent countries. 

Discuss the multiple reasons for discontent that was simmering among the Sepoys that 

started the Great Revolt 1857. Was the revolt of 1857 just a Sepoy mutiny? (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the military causes of the Revolt of 1857 which caused discontent among the Sepoys 
and to analyze as to whether the revolt of 1857 was just a Sepoy mutiny. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the start of Mutiny among Sepoys that started the great revolt of 1857 in 
brief. 
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Body: 
In the first part of the body mention he various that led to discontent among the sepoys. Low wages, 
Racial Discrimination, Overseas Travel, Homogeneity among Sepoys from Awadh, Religious belief of 
Sepoys, Threat of displacement by new recruits, sympathies of Sepoys with peasants and immediate 
cause of the issue of greased cartridges etc. 
In the next part, mention how some British histories and contemporary officials have termed the 
revolt of 1857 as just a Sepoy Mutiny. Argue that it was more than just a mutiny. Provide 
substantiated arguments in favor of revolt being a popular uprising. 
Conclusion: 
Comment on the overall nature of the revolt in prevalence of multiple divergent views to conclude the 
answer. 
Introduction: 

The revolt of 1857 was the conscious beginning of the Independence struggle against the colonial 

tyranny of the British. This war of Independence marked the end of rule by the British East India 

Company. Post this, India was directly ruled by the British government through representatives. 

Body: 

Causes of Revolt: 

Political Causes 

 British policy of expansion: The political causes of the revolt were the British policy of expansion 

through the Doctrine of Lapse and direct annexation. 

 A large number of Indian rulers and chiefs were dislodged, thus arousing fear in the minds of 

other ruling families who apprehended a similar fate. 

 Rani Lakshmi Bai’s adopted son was not permitted to sit on the throne of Jhansi. 

 Satara, Nagpur and Jhansi were annexed under the Doctrine of Lapse. 

 Jaitpur, Sambalpur and Udaipur were also annexed. 

 The annexation of Awadh by Lord Dalhousie on the pretext of maladministration left thousands 

of nobles, officials, retainers and soldiers jobless. This measure converted Awadh, a loyal state, 

into a hotbed of discontent and intrigue. 

Social and Religious Cause 

 The rapidly spreading Western Civilisation in India was alarming concerns all over the country. 

 An act in 1850 changed the Hindu law of inheritance enabling a Hindu who had converted into 

Christianity to inherit his ancestral properties. 

 The people were convinced that the Government was planning to convert Indians to Christianity. 

 The abolition of practices like sati and female infanticide, and the legislation legalizing widow 

remarriage, were believed as threats to the established social structure. 

 Introducing western methods of education was directly challenging the orthodoxy for Hindus as 

well as Muslims 

 Even the introduction of the railways and telegraph was viewed with suspicion. 
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Economic Cause 

 In rural areas, peasants and zamindars were infuriated by the heavy taxes on land and 

the stringent methods of revenue collection followed by the Company. 

 Many among these groups were unable to meet the heavy revenue demands and repay their 

loans to money lenders, eventually losing the lands that they had held for generations. 

 Large numbers of sepoys belonged to the peasantry class and had family ties in villages, so the 

grievances of the peasants also affected them. 

 After the Industrial Revolution in England, there was an influx of British manufactured goods into 

India, which ruined industries, particularly the textile industry of India. 

 Indian handicraft industries had to compete with cheap machine- made goods from Britain. 

Military Causes 

 The Revolt of 1857 began as a sepoy mutiny 

 Indian sepoys formed more than 87% of the British troops in India but were considered inferior 

to British soldiers. 

 An Indian sepoy was paid less than a European sepoy of the same rank. 

 They were required to serve in areas far away from their homes. 

 In 1856 Lord Canning issued the General Services Enlistment Act which required that the sepoys 

must be ready to serve even in British land across the sea. 

Immediate Cause 

 The Revolt of 1857 eventually broke out over the incident of greased cartridges. 

 A rumour spread that the cartridges of the new Enfield rifles were greased with the fat of cows 

and pigs. 

 Before loading these rifles the sepoys had to bite off the paper on the cartridges. 

 Both Hindu and Muslim sepoys refused to use them. 

 Lord Canning tried to make amends for the error and the offending cartridges were withdrawn 

but the damage had already been done. There was unrest in several places. 

 In March 1857, Mangal Pandey,a sepoy in Barrackpore, had refused to use the cartridge and 

attacked his senior officers. 

Significance of Revolt 

 The revolt of 1857 played an important role in bringing the Indian people together and imparting 

to them the consciousness of belonging to one country. 

 During the entire revolt, there was complete cooperation between Hindus and Muslims at all 

levels—people, soldiers, leaders. 

 Rebels and sepoys, both Hindu and Muslim, respected each other’s sentiments. 
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 Immediate banning of cow slaughter was ordered once the revolt was successful in a particular 

area. 

Nature of Revolt: 

Views differ on the nature of the 1857 revolt. 

 It was a mere ‘Sepoy Mutiny’ to some British historians—”a wholly unpatriotic and selfish Sepoy 

Mutiny with no native leadership and no -popular support”, said Sir John Seeley. 

 Dr K. Datta considers the revolt of 1857 to have been “in the main a military outbreak, which 

was taken advantage of by certain discontented princes and landlords, whose interests had been 

affected by the new political leader” 

 It was at the beginning of the twentieth century that the 1857 revolt came to be interpreted as a 

“planned war of national independence”, by V.D. Savarkar. 

 Dr R.C. Majumdar, however, considers it as neither the first, nor national, nor a war of 

independence as large parts of the country remained unaffected and many sections of the 

people took no part in the upsurge. 

 According to Marxist historians, the 1857 revolt was “the struggle of the soldier-peasant 

democratic combine against foreign as well as feudal bondage”. 

Conclusion: 

The Revolt of 1857 was the first sign that the Indians wanted to end British rule and were ready to 

stand united for this cause. Even though they failed to achieve their objective they succeeded in 

sowing the seeds of nationalism among the Indians. 

The administrative and legal system introduced by the British was shaped by various 

ideas and ideologies but at the same time it centered on protecting the British interests. 

Critically Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the ideas that influenced the introduction of administrative reforms in India and to 
analyze the actual behind introduction of reforms. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief, mention various administrative reforms introduced by the colonial government. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention in detail, various factors and forces that influenced introduction of reforms 
in India. Utilitarian Perspective, the racial superiority, need to build a rational and modern society, to 
impart human justice and proper government structures etc. 
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In the next part, analyze the rationale behind introduction of reforms. Though the British on a moral 
high horse claimed that reforms were aimed at modernizing India but they were also guided by the 
motive of protecting their own interests in India. Substantiate the points with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by passing a balanced judgment regarding the motive behind introduction of reforms in 
India. 
Introduction: 

 In 1764 after the Battle of Buxar the British became supreme power in Bengal. When the British 

took control of Bengal, they tried to establish administration according to their requirements. 

However after 1857 British Administrative policies were modified but it never lost sight of its main 

objects which were −Company’s profits, to enhance the profitability of its Indian possessions to 

Britain and to maintain and strengthen the British hold over India. 

Administrative measures British adopted initially to rule India: 

 From 1765 to 1772, in the period of the Dual Government, Indian officials were allowed to 

function as before but under the over-all control of the British Governor and British officials. In 

1772, the Company ended the Dual Government and undertook to administer Bengal directly 

through its own servants. 

 Continuous wars and mismanagement by the company officials made British parliament to pass 

Regulating Act of 1773. 

 Regulating Act, 1773: The government, headed by a Governor General in Bengal and four 

Councillors, having the supervisory authority over the presidencies of Bombay and Madras. The 

Act recognized the right of Parliament to regulate the civil, military and revenue affairs of the 

company’s territories in India 

 Pitt’s India Act, 1784 gave the British Government supreme control over the Company’s affairs 

and its administration in India. It established Board of Control. The Board of Control was to guide 

and control the work of the Court of Directors and the Government of India. 

 Charter Act of 1813 Government and the revenues of India continued to be in the hands of the 

Company. The Company also continued to appoint its officials in India. 

 Charter Act of 1833 Government of India was reconstituted on a new model which gave it in all 

India character. This Act re-designated the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor-General 

of India. The Governor-General was given exclusive legislative powers for the whole of British 

India. It attempted to introduce a system of open competitions for the selection of civil servants. 

Initial Administrative approach changed later on  

 From 1853 onwards changes begun in administrative policies, but major changes seen after 1857 

revolt. 

 Charter Act of 1853 separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the 

Governor-General’s council. It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian 

(Central) Legislative Council. It introduced an open competition system of selection and 

recruitment of civil servants. The covenanted civil service was thus thrown open to the Indians 

also. 
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 Government of India Act of 1858 abolished the East India Company, and transferred the powers 

of government, territories and revenues to the British Crown. It ended the system of double 

government by abolishing the Board of Control and Court of Directors. It created a new office, 

Secretary of State for India, vested with complete authority and control over Indian 

administration. 

 In pursuance of this policy of association, three acts were enacted by the British Parliament in 

1861, 1892 and 1909. 

 Act of 1861 made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with the law-

making process. 

 Act of 1892 It increased the functions of legislative councils and gave them the power of 

discussing the budget5 and addressing questions to the executive. 

 Act of 1909 provided (for the first time) for the association of Indians with the executive Councils 

of the Viceroy and Governors. Satyendra Prasad Sinha became the first Indian to join the 

Viceroy’s Executive Council. He was appointed as the law member 

 Government of India Act of 1919 relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating 

and separating the central and provincial subjects. The central and provincial legislatures were 

authorized to make laws on their respective list of subjects. It introduced, for the first time, 

bicameralism and direct elections in the country. It provided for the establishment of a public 

service commission. It separated, for the first time, provincial budgets from the Central budget 

and authorized the provincial legislatures to enact their budgets. 

 Government of India Act of 1935 introduced ‘provincial autonomy’. The provinces were allowed 

to act as autonomous units of administration in their defined spheres. It provided for the 

establishment of not only a Federal Public Service Commission but also a Provincial Public 

Service Commission and Joint Public Service Commission. 

Factors that led to such change in the approach: 

 1857 Revolt against British Policies. 

 English Education and interaction between the Indian and the western cultures helped Indians 

to know the world affairs, this raised aspirations of the people which forced British to change in 

Administrative process. 

 Establishment of Indian National Congress in 1885 forced British to Include Indians in 

Administration. 

Conclusion 

The Revolt of 1857 gave a severe jolt to the British administration in India and made its 

reorganization inevitable. Some of the British administrative policies were highly effective which are 

even today reflecting in Indian Government administration. 
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Tribal and peasant movements and revolts were often put down in history as 

spontaneous movements, when uneducated, apolitical groups of people break forth in 

anger and not as conscious decision makers. But, the Santhals of the Rajmahal Hills did 

not revolt on a whim. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about Santhal Uprising and how it differed from other spontaneous movement. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give a brief context about the Santhal and their uprising against ‘Dhikus’. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention how many peasant and tribal revolts and rebellions were spontaneous, 
disorganized and reactionary. Give examples. 
In the next part, write about the Santhal Rebellion. Mention the causes for the outbreak of the 
rebellion in brief. In detail, write about how the Santhal Rebellion differed from others. In the nature 
of the movement – nature of grievances, oppression on the Santhals, Leadership, full fledged conflict, 
capture of land by Santhals and outcomes etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the legacy of the Santhal Hool. 
Introduction: 

Santhals were the agricultural people settled in Rajmahal Hills of Bihar. British turned to them for 

the expansion of the revenue through agriculture. Santhals agreed to clear forests to practice settled 

agriculture. In 1832, a large number of areas were demarcated as Damin-i-Koh or Santal Pargana. 

However, gradually the exploitation started from the British side and to such an extent, that it gave 

rise to Santhal Rebellion. 

Distinctiveness of Santhal rebellion: 

 The Santhals are the largest tribal group in India today as per the population figures. They are 

native to the Indian states of predominantly Jharkhand, West Bengal and Odisha. 

 Until the 19th century, they lived their lives in harmony with nature and practised shifting 

agriculture and hunting. They lived in the hilly regions of Birbhum, Barabhum, Manbhum, 

Palamau and Chhotanagpur. 

 These areas came under the Bengal Presidency whose rule passed onto the British after the 

Battle of Plassey in 1757. The Santhal life was disrupted by the onslaught of the Zamindari 

system that they introduced. They were rendered landless bonded labourers in their own 

homes. 

 The local landlords occupied the Santhal lands and exploited them. 

 The tribals engaged in commercial activity by the barter system. When currency was introduced 

because of the colonial intervention, they began to rely on the moneylenders. These 

moneylenders exploited them and reduced them to abject poverty. They were weighed down by 
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heavy debts which kept mounting amidst the poverty and the humiliation of being landless in 

what was traditionally their turf. 

 On 30th June 1855, two years before the Great Revolt of 1857, two Santhal brothers Sidhu and 

Kanhu Murmu organised 10,000 Santhals and proclaimed a rebellion against the British. The 

tribals took an oath to drive away from the British from their homeland. The Murmu brothers’ 

sisters Phulo and Jhano also played an active part in the rebellion. 

 When the police came to arrest the brothers, the villagers killed the policemen. They were able 

to capture large parts of land including the Rajmahal Hills, Bhagalpur district and Birbhum. 

 Although the rebellion took the government by surprise, they crushed it with a heavy hand. The 

British firepower was no match for the tribal methods of warfare composed of spears and 

arrows. About 15000 Santhal villagers including the Murmu brothers were killed and their 

villages destroyed. 

 The landlords supported the government whereas the local people including the milkmen and 

the blacksmiths supported the Santhals. 

 The Santhals were fierce fighters but they were honourable. According to some British observers 

of the time, the Santhals used poisoned arrows for hunting but did not use poisoned arrows 

against their enemies in war. It is ironical that the British came to ‘civilise’ the natives. 

 Martial law was declared on 10th November 1855 and it lasted till 3rd January 1856. 

 The British passed the Santhal Parganas Tenancy Act in 1876 which offered some protection for 

the tribals against exploitation. 

 Conclusion: 

The Santhal rebellion was overshadowed by the revolt of 1857 but it remains a watershed in 

the evolution of the modern Santhali identity. It played an important role in the creation of the state 

of Jharkhand in 2000. 

The conquest of India by the British, exposed some serious weaknesses and drawbacks 

of Indian social institutions. As a consequence several individuals and movements 

sought to bring about changes in the social and religious practices with a view to 

reforming and revitalizing the society. Elucidate. What were the various methods that 

were adopted to reform the Indian society? (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the evils prevailing in the India society which started the process of socio-religious 
reform movements and the methods adopted to achieve them. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context to socio-religious reform movement of India in the nineteenth century. 
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Body: 
In detail, mention the various evils – Sati, Child marriage, female infanticide, opposition to widow 
remarriage, caste system, lack of female education and communalism that were prevailing in the 
Indian society. Add how the British conquest of India exposed these drawbacks. 
Next, mention various individuals and organisations that took up the cause of socio-religious reform 
movement in India. Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Brahmo Samaj, Ishawr Chandra Vidyasagar, M.G 
Ranade, Arya Samaj, Aligarh Movement and Jyotiba Phule etc. 
Finally, mention the various steps that were taken to reform the India society. Reform from within, 
reform through legislation, reform through symbol of change and reform through social work. Give 
examples to substantiate your points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing how these played a part in revitalizing the Indian society as well as kindled 
nationalism among the masses. 
Introduction: 

The conquest of India by the British during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, exposed some 

serious weaknesses and drawbacks of Indian social institutions. As a consequence, several 

individuals and movements sought to bring about changes in the social and religious practices with a 

view to reforming and revitalizing the society. These efforts, collectively known as the Renaissance. 

Body: 

 Modernization not westernization was the aim: 

 Abolition of Sati 

o Influenced by the frontal attack launched by the enlightened Indian reformers led by 

Raja Rammohan Roy, the Government declared the practice of sad or the burning alive 

of widows illegal and punishable by criminal courts as culpable homicide. 

o The regulation of 1829 was applicable in the first instance to Bengal Presidency alone, 

but was extended in slightly modified forms to Madras and Bombay Presidencies in 

1830. 

 Female Infanticide 

o The practice of murdering female infants immediately after birth was common among 

upper class Bengalis and Rajputs who considered females to be an economic burden. 

o But it was mainly due to the efforts of Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-91), the 

principal of Sanskrit College, Calcutta, that the Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act, 1856, 

which legalized marriage of widows and declared issues from such marriages as 

legitimate, was passed by the Government. 

o Vidyasagar cited Vedic texts to prove that the Hindu religion sanctioned widow 

remarriage. 

o Jagannath Shankar Seth and Bhau Daji were among the active promoters of girls’ schools 

in Maharashtra. Vishnu Shastri Pandit founded the Widow Remarriage Association in the 

1850s. Another prominent worker in this field was Karsondas Mulji who started the 

Satya Prakash in Gujarati in 1852 to advocate widow remarriage. 

 Child Marriage 
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o The Native Marriage Act (or Civil Marriage Act) signified the coming of legislative action 

in prohibiting child marriage in 1872. It had a limited impact as the Act was not 

applicable to Hindus, Muslims and other recognized faiths. 

o The relentless efforts of a Parsi reformer, B.M. Malabari, were rewarded, by the 

enactment of the Age of Consent Act (1891) which forbade the marriage of girls below 

the age of 12. 

o The Sarda Act (1930) further pushed up the marriage age to 18 and 14 for boys and girls 

respectively. In free India, the Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act, 1978 raised 

the age of marriage for girls from 15 to 18 years and for boys from 18 to 21. 

 Social reforms and making of modern India: 

o The reform movements of the nineteenth century were not purely religious movements. 

They were socio-religious movements. The reformers like Rammohun Roy in Bengal, 

Gopal Hari Deshmukh (Lokhitavadi) in Maharashtra and Viresalingam in Andhra 

advocated religious reform for the sake of “Political advantage and social comfort”. 

o The reform perspectives of the movements and their leaders were characterized by a 

recognition of interconnection between religious and social issues. They attempted to 

make use of religious ideas to bring about changes in social institutions and practices. 

For example, Keshub Chandra Sen, an important Brahman leader, interpreted the “unity 

of godhead and brotherhood of mankind” to eradicate caste distinctions in society. 

 Reform from Within: 

o The technique of reform from within was initiated by Rammohun Roy and followed 

throughout the nineteenth century. 

o The advocates of this method believed that any reform in order to be effective had to 

emerge from within the society itself. As a result, the main thrust of their efforts was to 

create a sense of awareness among the people. 

o They tried to do this by publishing tracts and organizing debates and discussions on 

various social problems. 

o Rammohun’s campaign against sati, Vidyasagar’s pamphlets on widow marriage and 

B.M. Malabari’s efforts to increase the age of consent are the examples of this. 

 Reforms through Legislation: 

o The second trend was represented by a faith in the efficacy of legislative intervention. 

o The advocates of this method –Keshub Chandra Sen in Bengal, Mahadev Govind Ranade 

in Maharashtra and Viresalingam in Andhra-believed that reform efforts cannot really be 

effective unless supported by the state. 

o Therefore, they appealed to the government to give legislative sanction for reforms like 

widow marriage, civil marriage and increase in the age of consent. 

 Reform Through Symbol of Change: 
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o The third trend was an attempt to create symbols of change through non-conformist 

individual activity. This was limited to the ‘Derozians’ or ‘Young Bengal ‘who represented 

a radical stream within the reform movement. 

o The members of this group prominent of them being Dakshinaranjan Mukherjee, Ram 

Gopal Ghose and Krishna Mohan Banerjee, stood for a rejection of tradition and revolt 

against accepted social norms. 

o They were highly influenced by “the regenerating new thought from the West” and 

displayed an uncompromisingly rational attitude towards social problems. 

 Reform Through Social Work: 

o The fourth trend was reform through social work as was evident in the activities of 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Arya Samaj and Ramakrishna Mission. 

o There was a clear recognition among them of the limitations of purely intellectual effort 

if undertaken without supportive social work. Vidyasagar, for instance, was not content 

with advocating widow remarriage through lectures and publication of tracts. Perhaps 

the greatest humanist India saw in modem times, he identified himself with the cause of 

widow marriage and spent his entire life, energy and money for this cause. 

o The Arya Samaj and the Ramakrishna Mission also undertook social work through which 

they tried to disseminate ideas of reform and regeneration. 

 Creating unity through reform: 

o In the evolution of modem India, the reform movements of the nineteenth century have 

made very significant contribution. They stood for the democratization of society, 

removal of superstition and abhorrent customs, spread of enlightenment and the 

development of a rational and modem outlook. 

o Among the Muslims the Aligarh and Ahmadiya movements were the torch bearers of 

these ideas. Ahmadiya movement which took a definite shape in 1890 due to the 

inspiration of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, opposed jihad, advocated fraternal 

relations among the people and championed Western liberal education. 

o The reform movements within the Hindu community attacked a number of social and 

religious evils. Polytheism and idolatry which negated the development of individuality 

or supernaturalism and the authority of religious leaders which induced the habit of 

conformity were subjected to strong criticism by these movements. 

o The opposition to caste was not only on moral and ethical principles but also because it 

fostered social division. Anti-casteism existed only at a theoretical and limited level in 

early Brahmo movement, but movements like the Arya Samaj. Prarthana Samaj and 

Rama Krishna Mission became uncompromising critics of the caste system. 

o More trenchant criticism of the caste system for its abolition, as evident from the 

movements initiated by Jotibha Phulle and Narayana Guru. The latter gave the call-only 

one God and one caste for mankind. 

o The urge to improve the condition of women was not purely humanitarian, it was part of 

the quest to bring about the progress of society. Keshub Chandra Sen had voiced this 
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concern: ‘“no country on earth ever made sufficient progress in civilization whose 

females were sunk in ignorance”. 

Conclusion: 

An attempt to change the then prevalent values of the society is evident in all these 

movements. An attempt was made at the modernization of the Indian society and appeals were 

made to reason, rationalism and tolerance. The scope of their activities was not confined to religion 

only but included the society as a whole. Although they devised different methods and were also 

separated by time, they showed a remarkable unity of perspective and objectives. They gave a vision 

of a prosperous modem India and subsequently this vision got incorporated in the Indian National 

Movement. 

It was one thing for the Muslim League to demand Pakistan and the British to concede 

it because it was in harmony with the politics they had pursued. But why did the 

Congress, which had fought for unity for long years, give up its ideal of a united India. 

Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To examine the various reasons as to why the Congress accepted partition. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning about partition of India and widespread anarchy, communal clashes and 
mayhem caused by it. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention how the demand for Pakistan began with Muslim League and the identity 
politics played by it to achieve that end. ` 
In the next part, examine the reasons for the acceptance of Partition by Indian national Congress 
which it had vehemently opposed so far. a. One view is that the Congress leaders succumbed to the 
temptation of power – this has to be critically examined. Failure over the years to I bring the Muslim 
masses into the nationalist mainstream, failing to check the advancing tide of Muslim communalism, 
communal riots, possibility of a civil war and a hope to reverse it later. 
Conclusion: 
Pass a balanced judgement on the acceptance of partition by the Indian national congress. 
Introduction: 

The partition of India in 1947 is rightly considered as a blot in Indian history. Two streams of 

arguments exist- as per one the partition could be avoided and as per another it was unavoidable. 

Body: 

The Partition could not be avoided: 

The seeds of Partition were sown long ago. 
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 Divide and rule policy of Britishers: As early as 1940s, Winston Churchill hoped that Hindu-

Muslim antagonism would remain “a bulwark of British rule in India”. 

 Failure of Congress to bring Muslims into mainstream. Participation of the community was quite 

low in almost all the nationalist movements. 

 In the 1946 elections, the Congress Party leaders refused to share power with Jinnah, confident 

that they did not need Muslim support in order to win a majority vote in elections. These 

attitudes stoked Muslim fears that the secular nationalism was a cover for Hindu dominance. 

 Insecurity in minds of Muslims due to steps taken by congress, formation of communal groups 

like Hindu Mahasabha. 

Immediate instances: 

 Huge scale violence, massacre. Had the congress leaders not agreed to Partition, we would have 

had a civil war (with violence in Punjab and Bengal escalating). We would have had more ethnic 

strife. 

 Hurry to exit- It seems the British saw partition along religious lines as the quickest way to exit. 

The British were eager to divide and quit and the Indian politicians were too eager to enjoy 

power. 

Starting with Nehru other congress leaders like Patel and Rajaji, slowly accepted the idea of Pakistan. 

Finally, even Gandhi has to relent despite his resistance to the idea of Pakistan. 

Reasons for Congress acceptance of partition: 

The Congress was only accepting the inevitable due to its failure over the years to bring the Muslim 

masses into the nationalist mainstream. 

 The Congress had failed over the years to bring the Muslim masses into the nationalist 

mainstream. 

 It had also failed to stem the surging waves of Muslim communalism,especially, since 1937. 

 Autonomy of Muslim majority provinces was accepted in 1942 at the time of the Cripps Mission. 

 Gandhiji in his talks with Jinnah in 1944 went a step further and accepted the right of self-

determination of Muslim majority provinces. 

 In June 1946, Congress finally conceded the possibility of a separate constituent assembly 

formed by the Muslim majority provinces(included under the Group B and C of the Cabinet 

Mission Plan). 

 The Congress and League interpreted the Mission plan in their own way, both seeing it as a 

confirmation of their own stand. 

 The Interim Government was formed on 2nd September 1946 with Congress members alone 

with Nehru as the de facto head. 

 This was against the League’s insistence that all settlements be acceptable to it. 

 Muslim communal groups provoked communal frenzy in Calcutta on l6 August 1946. 

 Hindu groups retaliated in equal measure and the cost was 5000 lives lost. 

 The date for British withdrawal from India was fixed as 30th June 1948 and the appointment of a 

new Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, was announced. 

 Official reference to Partition came in early March 1947 when the Congress Working Committee 

passed a resolution that Punjab and Bengal must be partitioned if the country was divided. 

 By June 1947, the Congress leaders had realized that only an immediate transfer of power could 

check the menace of the communal violence which was spreading quickly due to the Muslim 

League’s call for Direct Action. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 109 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Congress accepted the partition formula laid in 3rd June Plan of Lord Mountbatten. 

 The acceptance of Partition in 1947 was nothing but culmination of the step by step concession 

granted to the League in its rhetoric of a sovereign Muslim state. 

Conclusion: 

However, the point of no return was reached a year later when the battle for Pakistan was no longer 

confined to the ballot box but came to be fought on the streets. Thus, the acceptance of Partition in 

1947 was nothing but culmination of the step by step concession granted to the League in its 

rhetoric of a sovereign Muslim state. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Land reforms included structural and institutional changes in the ownership pattern, 

land tenure system, modernization of agricultural operations and changes in the 

supportive institutions at the level of the village community. Comment (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the changes brought about by Land reforms in the Indian agricultural scenario. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing about the land reforms that were initiated in the post independent India. 
Body: 
Address the structural and institutional changes with respect to the above mention factors. 
Elaborate upon how the above were achieved through abolition of intermediaries, tenancy reforms, 
ceiling on land holdings for land acquisition, massive investment in improvement of the quality of 
land, its operational conditions and management of its physical conditions. 
Conclusion: 
Stress on the overall socio-economic implications of the Land reforms in India. 
Introduction: 

Nearly two-thirds of all pending cases in Indian courts are related to property disputes. NITI Aayog 

has said that such property cases take an average of 20 years to settle. The result is that millions of 

Indians cannot use their principal asset as collateral to borrow from the formal financial system. 

Hence the need for land reforms in India. The government has now pushed the year of completion 

to 2021. 

Body: 

Objectives of land reforms 

 To enhance the productivity of land by improving the economic conditions of farmers and 

tenants so that they may have the interest to invest in and improve agriculture 

 To ensure distributive justice and to create an egalitarian society by eliminating all forms of 

exploitation 

 To create a system of peasant proprietorship with the motto of land to the tiller 
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 To transfer the incomes of the few to many so that the demand for consumer goods would be 

created. 

Land reforms in India 

The process of land reform after independence basically occurred in two broad phases. 

 The first phase also called the phase of institutional reforms started soon after independence 

and continued till the early 1960s focussed on the following features: 

 Abolition of intermediaries like zamindars, jagirdars, etc. 

 Tenancy reforms involving providing security of tenure to the tenants, decrease in rents and 

conferment of ownership rights to tenants 

 Ceilings on size of landholdings 

 Cooperativization and community development programmes. 

 The second phase beginning around the mid- or late 1960s saw the gradual ushering in of the so-

called Green Revolution and has been seen as the phase of technological reforms. 

Digitisation of land records 

 Making land records available to all, to contain/check property frauds, became one of the 

objectives of the government of India in the late 1980s. 

 To address the same, the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP) was 

launched by the government of India in August 2008. 

 The main aim of the programme, was to computerise all land records, including mutations, 

improve transparency in the land record maintenance system, digitise maps and surveys, update 

all settlement records and minimise the scope of land disputes. 

 Digitisation would provide clear titles of land ownership that could be monitored easily by 

government officials, to facilitate quicker transactions. This will also reduce construction 

timelines and the overall cost for the developer, the benefits of which can be transferred to the 

consumer, making property prices more attractive. 

Failure of land reforms 

 Weaknesses with the zamindari abolition: 

 The absence of adequate land records made implementation of these acts difficult. 

 Personal cultivation: ‘Personal cultivation’ was very loosely defined which led to not only those 

who tilled the soil, but also those who supervised the land personally or did so through a 

relative, or provided capital and credit to the land, to call themselves a cultivator. 

 Moreover, in states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madras there was no limit on the size of the 

lands that could be declared to be under the ‘personal cultivation’ of the zamindar 

 Zamindars resorted to large-scale eviction of tenants, mainly the less secure small tenants. 

 Even after the laws were enacted the landlords used the judicial system to defer the 

implementation of the laws. 

 Zamindars refused to hand over the land records in their possession, forcing the government to 

go through the lengthy procedure of reconstructing the records. 

 Implementation of the law was made difficult with the collusion between the landlords and 

lower-level revenue officials. 
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 Weaknesses of tenancy reforms: 

 The provisions introduced to protect the small landowners were misused by the larger landlords 

with the active connivance of the revenue officials. 

 The inordinate delays in enacting and implementing the legislations 

 Voluntary surrenders by tenants also took place as they were ‘persuaded’ under threat to give 

up their tenancy rights ‘voluntarily’. 

 No tenancy rights to sharecroppers. 

 Most tenancies were oral and informal and were not recorded. 

 Providing security of tenure to all tenants, met with only limited success. 

 The Green Revolution which started in some parts of India in the late 1960s aggravated the 

problems, with land values and rentals rising further. 

 The acquisition of ownership rights by tenants was achieved only partially. 

 Weaknesses in Land Ceiling Legislation: 

 Post-independence India had more than 70 per cent of landholdings in India under 5 acres so the 

ceiling fixed on existing holdings by the states were very high. 

 In most states the ceilings were imposed on individual and not family holdings, enabling 

landowners to divide up their holdings in the names of relatives or make Benami transfers 

merely to avoid the ceiling. 

 Further, in many states the ceiling could be raised if the size of the family of the landholder 

exceeded five. 

 A large number of exemptions to the ceiling limits were permitted by most states following the 

Second Plan recommendations that certain categories of land could be exempted from ceilings. 

 Digitization of land records failed: 

 Insufficient data: 

 Lack of clear and sufficient data and mismanagement between the various agencies handling 

land records, the data registered at various government levels is not identical. 

 Progress over the past decade has been uneven, with some states, such as Madhya Pradesh, 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, doing better than the 

others. However, there are challenges, even in advanced states such as Maharashtra. 

 New digitized land records do a good job in reflecting ownership of land, but less so when it 

comes to recording encumbrances and area of land parcels. 

 Weaknesses of consolidation of land holdings: 

 The programme failed to achieve its desired objective because the farmers are reluctant to 

exchange their lands for the new one. The arguments given by the farmers is that their existing 

land is much more fertile and productive than the new land provided under land consolidation. 
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 The farmers also complained about nepotism and corruption in the process of consolidation. The 

farmers complained that the rich and influential often bribes and manage to get fertile and well-

situated land, whereas the poor farmers get unfertile land. 

 Failure of cooperative farming: 

 Attachment with Land: The farmers are not willing to surrender the rights of land in favour of 

the society because they have too much attachment with it. 

 Lack of Cooperative Spirit: The spirit of cooperation and love is lacking among farmers. They are 

divided in various sections on caste basis. 

 Illiteracy: some of them are using the old methods of cultivation. 

 Lack of Capital: The co-operative farming societies are also facing the capital shortage problem 

and these are unable to meet the growing needs of agriculture. Credit facilities to these societies 

are also not sufficient. 

 Re-Payment of Debt: Sometimes debt is not re-paid in time which creates many problems for 

the financial institutions. Some members do not realize their responsibility and it becomes the 

cause of failure. 

Conclusion: 

The pace of implementation of land reform measures has been slow. The objective of social justice 

has, however, been achieved to a considerable degree. Land reform has a great role in the rural 

agrarian economy that is dominated by land and agriculture. New and innovative land reform 

measures should be adopted with new vigour to eradicate rural poverty. Modern land reforms 

measures such as land record digitisation must be accomplished at the earliest. 

The concept of Total Revolution as enunciated by Jayaprakash Narayan is a confluence 

of his ideas on seven revolutions i.e. social, economic, political, cultural, ideological and 

intellectual, educational and spiritual. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To elaborate on the various concepts and components of Total Revolution by Jayaprakash Narayan. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by describing the Total Revolution of JP. 
Body: 
In the body, further elaborate upon the various components of the total revolution: 
Social – socialism, welfarism, government, developments of harijans, tribal people and all weaker 
sections of the social structure 
Economic – industrial, agricultural, technological revolutions, developments of peasants and workers. 
Political – democratic process, political corruption, justice, freedom, electoral reforms, 
Cultural – national unity, free, progressive and Gandhian India. 
Ideological and intellectual – scientific and philosophical. 
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Educational – education for masses, vocational training etc. 
Spiritual – personal and social ethics and values of life, moral and spiritual development 
Conclusion: 
Stress of the importance of the impact of Total Revolution. 
Introduction 

Total Revolution, as a concept, was put forward by Jayaprakash Narayan in the wake of Bihar 

Movement in Patna. In a public meeting at Gandhi Maidan, Jayaprakash Narayan declared that the 

struggle was not going to be limited to securing the demands of the students, including the 

resignation of the Minister and the dissolution of the Assembly in Bihar, but would aim at bringing 

about a Total Revolution or Sampoorna Kranti, which alone could solve the urgent problems of the 

country and usher in a new society. 

Body 

The concept of Total Revolution lie deeply embedded in Gandhi’s teachings to which Jayaprakash 

Narayan, the leader of Total Revolution turned as a result of his disillusionment with what might be 

called “conventional wisdom of revolution and conventional technique” of change. Infact, Total 

Revolution is a further extension of Gandhi’s thought on socio-economic problems and technique of 

change in the context of contemporary social, economic and political reality. 

Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total Revolution is a grand vision of individual, state and society.It is based 

upon Gandhi’s basic postulates and it envisages non-violent methods of changing society with non-

violent techniques. Total Revolution is an all-enveloping process of change in the individual as well 

as in the society. The primary emphasis is on moral values, decentralisation of economic and political 

power and insistence on non-violent means to achieve good ends. 

Social change in the Gandhian paradigm is a very comprehensive and inclusive term. According to 

Gandhi, a partial change in any one component of the social matrix is likely to produce 

disequilibrium in society. Society, therefore, will tend to move towards a state of constant instability. 

In order to ensure that the social organisation maintains a steady and dynamic homeostatic state, an 

all-round change is needed. 

Total revolution: 

 Total Revolution is a combination of seven revolutions, viz., political, social, economic, cultural, 

ideological or intellectual, educational and spiritual. 

 The main motive was to bring in a change in the existing society that is in tune with the ideals of 

the Sarvodaya. 

Cultural: It connotes individual and group behaviour. At a purely personal or group level, Cultural 

Revolution invokes a change in the moral values held by the individual or the group. 

Socio economic: Total Revolution goes hand in hand with economic revolution. JP only carried 

Gandhi’s thinking further to embrace every detail of economic life. ‘Economic relationship’, “includes 

technological, industrial, and agricultural revolutions, accompanied by a radical change in the 

pattern of ownership and management”. 

The industrial-technological structure of the economy has two major facets, namely (i) the 

ownership pattern, and (ii) the size of technology. 
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Political: In the sphere of political revolution JP follows Gandhi. Gandhi visualised power rising from 

the grassroots and reaching the top which remained nothing more than a coordinating body. Such a 

view of polity was different from those in practice either in democratic systems or the communist 

countries. In other words, if power was shared among different echelons of the social structure 

starting from, say, the village upward, the danger of centralisation could very well be avoided. 

Centralisation, either of political or of economic power, was what Gandhi dreaded most. He, 

therefore, laid emphasis on decentralisation. 

It was this approach to decentralisation of power that led him to support the panchayati raj system. 

He believed that it was perfectly feasible to incorporate the different tiers below the State level into 

the constitutional framework by a bold stroke of amendment, thereby making it a part of the 

structure of the entire polity. 

Like Gandhi, he also experimented with his own beliefs, tested his notions and modified his ideas. 

The inherent contradictions within the Parliamentary democracy made JP lose any faith he had in it. 

He opined that democracy gives no assurance for a better life to the people in the future when they 

are socially and economically neglected. He opined that only a peaceful revolution could bring about 

some change in the society. 

One of the main reasons for lack of development in India, according to JP, was the widespread 

corruption in all walks of life. He believed that the multiparty system and general elections every five 

years had reared corruption. Further, the failure of economic planning and public investments is also 

due to this corruption. 

He was the first to suggest that in order to prevent defections, which became the order of the day, 

effective legislative steps should be taken. JP also raised the issue of the corrupting role of money in 

the entire electoral process. Reform of the electoral system has been one of the very persistent 

demands which JP went on making on the political system. There are other aspects like the use of 

administrative machinery, the ways and means of conducting a free and fair election, and a civil 

code of conduct among political parties about which JP has provided wide-ranging guidelines. JP has 

drawn our attention to the control of the legislators. He suggested that there should be a clause in 

our Constitution for the recall of the legislators, that is, the constituents must be vested with the 

power to recall a member if he does not carry out his duties. 

Conclusion 

JP strongly believed that for democracy to be a lively and effective instrument there is an urgent 

need for a strong opposition, powerful public opinion, free and fearless press, ideological and moral 

pressure from the academicians, and trade unions. He, in fact, advised the people to revise their 

thinking and attitude towards democratic functioning in India.  

In 1975 our democracy was challenged. Lessons were learnt, various checks and 

balances were put in place to prevent another such ‘emergency’ from happening. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various checks and balances that were incorporated after the Emergency period. 
Directive: 
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Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Narrate briefly the historical background and situation of emergency imposed in 1975. 
Body: 
Emergency was the biggest blot on Indian democracy was imposed on the people. The internal 
emergency which was proclaimed by then congress government including suspension of fundamental 
rights is considered one of the most traumatic periods for the fledgling democracy. This time period is 
also seen as the coming of the age of the Indian democracy. But, later the Indian parliament passed 
amendments to the constitution, the 44th amendment, to ensure that the future governments will 
not find it easy to impose another emergency in the country.  
Explain the ills of such an undemocratic act. Discuss how it led to transformative changes in the 
system like – gave the beginning of the end of dominance by a single political party at the centre in 
India. 
The Emergency propelled several political leaders long in political wilderness straight into office, and 
introduced the idea of an ‘opposition’ leader in the ruling structure. An enduring lesson India’s 
political classes imbibed silently was on the importance of keeping control over state media and the 
retention of the Emergency clause in the Constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India has now become a more mature democracy; however democracy is always a 
work in progress. 
Introduction: 

The emergency was declared by the Indira Gandhi government in 1975 and was in place for 21 

months. Threat to national security and bad economic conditions were cited as reasons for the 

declaration. Considering it as a black chapter, a famous historian Coomi Kapoor noted “The number 

of those in Indira Gandhi’s prisons during the Emergency far exceeded the total number jailed during 

the 1942 Quit India”. 

Reasons for emergency declaration: 

 Economic issues: 

 India support to Bangladesh’s liberation caused serious repercussion on India’s foreign 

exchange reserves 

 Consecutive monsoon failure in 1972 & 73 affected India food grains availability and 

fuelled prices. 

 Large scale unemployment and economic recession led to industrial unrest and wave of 

strikes in different parts of country which culminated in All India railway strike in May 

1974. 

 Executive tussle with Judiciary: 

 Union government under the leadership of Indira Gandhi amended the constitution in 

the Parliament that it can abridge Fundamental rights while giving effect to DPSPs. But, 

Later, In Kesavananda Bharti Case, the Apex Court ruled that there are some basic 

features of the constitution, which can’t be amended. 

 Furious with SC judgment, Union Government changed the long-term precedence of 

appointing senior most judges in SC as Chief Justice. 
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 Allahabad HC, while hearing the plea of socialist leader Raj Narain on the validity of 

victory of Indira to Lok Sabha ruled in the his favour and set aside her victory and ruled 

her election invalid on the grounds of abuse of power. 

 JP Movement: 

 The students of Gujarat protested immensely in 1974 against the rise in prices of food-

grain, cooking oil & other essential commodities, later joined by the political parties too 

 Inspired by the efforts and success by Gujarat student’s movement, similar agitation was 

initiated in Bihar by students in March 1974. 

 JP Narayan gave a call for “Sampooran Kranti” (Total Revolution) against the immense 

corruption, to defend democracy from authorization personality of Indira Gandhi. 

Black Chapter in India’s democratic history: 

The union government misused its emergency powers and curbed democratic rights of the citizens, 

opposition parties and of the press. 

 Electricity of the newspaper houses got disconnected, leaders of opposition parties were 

arrested. 

 Government curtailed the freedom of press via “Press censorship” and made it mandatory to get 

its approval before publishing it. 

 Protests, strikes and public agitations were not allowed. 

 Fundamental right of constitutional remedies to move the court for restoring their FRs got 

suspended. 

 Religious and cultural organization like RSS, Jamait-E-Islami was banned on the apprehension of 

disturbance to social and communal harmony. 

 Government misused the provision of preventive detention, arrested the political workers of 

opposition parties. 

 Torture and custodial deaths occurred during Emergency, arbitrary relocation of poor people, 

imposition of compulsory sterilization to control population. 

The power misused came as a wakeup call for the entire nation and consequent steps were taken to 

amend the constitution (44th constitutional amendment) to take safeguards against misuse of 

powers: 

 Ground for Emergency declaration: the word ‘internal disturbance’ was replaced by ‘armed 

rebellion’ in respect of national emergency. 

 Made the president to declare a national emergency only on the written recommendation of the 

cabinet. 

 Empowered the president to send back once, the advice of the cabinet for reconsideration. 

 Provided that the fundamental rights guaranteed by article 20 and 21 cannot be suspended even 

during emergency. 

 Gave constitutional protection to publication in newspaper of true reports of the proceedings of 

parliament and state legislatures. 

Further, it was the Supreme Court decision which upheld that government can arrest any person or 

even take extreme steps under emergency, it is legal and no relief is available. However, the 

judiciary leant it lessons and consequently passed several judgements to uphold democracy. 
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 The Supreme Court has thereafter enlarged the concept and the application of Article 21 well 

beyond what was ever contemplated by the framers of the constitution 

 The Supreme Court expressed its view on ADM Jabalpur judgement to be violative of 

fundamental rights in Ram deo Chauhan case. 

 The Supreme Court strengthened the concept of Basic structure which was reiterated in cases 

like Minerva mills. 

 The judiciary in later judgements evolved the collegium system for appointments of the judges 

to uphold the independence of the judiciary. 

 To uphold the democratic rights of the citizens, it also invented tools like Public interest litigation 

in 1980. 

Conclusion: 

The 1975 emergency is viewed as the darkest phase in the democratic history of India. But it also 

reminded the absolute powers vested in the government in emergency situation. The consequent 

defeat of congress illustrated that it is the citizens who are the ultimate deciders of democratic fate 

in India. It also helped in perfecting the Indian democratic setup to restore the people’s faith in 

democracy. 

“If Panchsheel principles are applied not only between various countries but also in 

international relations generally, they would form a solid foundation for peace and 

security”. Analyze why despite commitment to Panchsheel, Sino-Indian war happened? 

(250 words) 
Reference: India’s Since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the reasons for the outbreak of Indo-China war despite commitment to principles of 
Panchsheel by both countries. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the aims and objectives Panchsheel. 
Body: 
Write the five principles of Panchsheel and the context in which they were propounded. Bring out 
how they would form a solid foundation for peace and security not only between Indo-China but also 
in the world 
Mention the factors why despite commitment to peace, the war broke India and China. Tibet issue, 
Dalai Lama refugee crisis, incorrect boundary alignment between the two countries and Chinese 
forces crossing the McMahon Line etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the lessons learnt from the war of 1962. 
Introduction 

The Panchsheel agreement or the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence was signed in April 1954 

between India and China. As two republics born after the Second World War, Panchsheel was a 

sensible idea for India and China to disengage from each other’s internal affairs and show the rest of 

the world their belief in unfettered national sovereignty. 
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Body 

Five principles of Panchsheel 

 Mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

 Mutual non-aggression 

 Non-interference in each other’s internal affairs 

 Equality and mutual benefit 

 Peaceful co-existence. 

Panchsheel in international relations for Peace and Security 

 One cardinal principle of Panchsheel has been equality and mutual benefit, which is opposed to 

one-upmanship. 

 Multilateralism must be upheld and nations must display sensitivity and reciprocity in 

multilateral institutions like the United Nations Security Council and the WTO to cooperate for 

world prosperity. 

 Rhetoric of New Cold War or Cold war 2.0 is on the unveil. Trade war, military aggression in 

South China Sea has become frequent. Peace co-existence can ensure threat of war. 

 The Panchsheel, in order to be relevant, needs to shed its binary approach of west verses the 

east recognising the seamlessness of global frontiers, which globalisation has brought in. 

 China can shed its middle kingdom complex and prevent superpower rivalry with USA. 

 Civil wars in Syria, Sudan and Libya and interference by foreign nations in these nations can be 

curbed. 

Reasons for Sino-India war despite 1954 agreement 

 The first sign of discord between India and China came in 1950 when China invaded 

Tibet. India’s protested, but yet was made fait accompli to recognise Chinese sovereignty over 

Tibet in 1954. However, harbouring Tibetan refugees antagonized China. 

 The only two points accepted by India and China was that the Karakoram Pass and Demchok, 

were in Indian territory. Opinion differed on how the line traversed between the two points. 

Thus, in effect, India and China were faced with a ‘no man’s land’ in eastern Ladakh, where the 

contentious Aksai Chin lay. 

 China illegally occupied the Aksai Chin and completed construction of their Western Highway 

through it in 1957. 

 To counter continued Chinese aggression, India embarked on a ‘Forward policy’ of establishing a 

series of small posts all along its Northern and Eastern borders with China, to prevent further 

incursions. 

Conclusion 

India and China are two growing Asian powers and hence a clash of interests is inevitable.  The key is 

to keep it manageable and not allow it to flare up into another border war such as Galwan Clash. It 

will be tough test for our diplomacy. However strong commitment to Panchsheel can show the way 

forward. 

The need of the hour is to call out for Non-Aligned Movement’s (NAM) revitalisation for 

it to be able to cater to the 21st Century needs of Third World countries more 

efficiently. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: India’s Since Independence by Bipan Chandra. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 119 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need to revitalize NAM and to emphasize on its relevance in the 21st century. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by writing about the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and context it was formed. 
Body: 
Write about how after the end of the cold war and emergence of multi polar worlds, NAM seemingly 
lost it relevance. Mentions reasons there for. 
Mention the present relevance of NAM. NAM is needed for maintaining independence of action in 
international relations. To fight against international terrorism and neocolonialism. NAM continues 
to be -very popular with developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. NAM has yet to 
achieve its long term objectives and Climate Change threats etc. 
Suggest measures to revitalize the working of NAM. India’s more proactive role, frequent summits, 
and collective bargaining etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

The Non-Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War as an organization of States that did 

not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet Union, but sought 

to remain independent or neutral. The Movement has its origin in the Asia-Africa Conference held in 

Bandung, Indonesia in 1955. “Ten Principles of Bandung”, were proclaimed at that Conference were 

guiding principles of NAM. 

Body 

NAM Since end of Cold war 

 With the end of cold war and changing world order NAM is seen as losing its relevance. 

 Several members of the NAM including India have been strengthening their engagement with 

the developed world to invite capital, technology, better management practices, larger markets 

etc to improve the economic conditions of their citizens. 

 There has been scant agreement between members on policies required to address challenges 

related to ensuring peace, security and economic development of developing countries. 

 Alternative platforms like BRICS, IBSA, SCO and G20 etc have emerged with overlapping agendas, 

reducing need and scope for NAM. 

Relevance of NAM in 21st Century 

 World is more interconnected and interdependent than ever before. Climate change, 

environmental degradation, terrorism, radicalisation, poverty, public health emergencies etc are 

challenges that can only be faced together, not when world is divided. 

 It requires collaboration, not coercion. In short, effective multilateralism remains the only 

answer. NAM can be that answer. 
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 India called for the need for NAM keep pace with the changing times and reform and revitalise 

the current arrangements and working methods. 

 This will allow NAM to pursue a positive and forward-looking and focused agenda. NAM should 

not be positioned as ‘for’ or ‘against’ any ideology or groups of nations. 

 Rather NAM should identify select cross-sectoral challenges that require immediate attention.g. 

counter-terrorism, global governance reform, sustainable development, and South-South 

cooperation. 

 A democratic, effective, flexible, credible, transparent and representative, multilateral 

organisation like NAM is imperative for 21 st century world order. 

Conclusion 

The philosophy and ideology of ”Non alignment” lays emphasis on strategic independence and 

autonomy, and the ”Non-Aligned Movement” seeks to take a collective position on challenges faced 

by the developing world. These principles shall always remain relevant. 
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

There exists a very wide gender gap in agriculture of India, the new farm laws does very 

little to address it, in fact it may widen the gap. Analyze. Suggest measures to bridge the 

gender gap in Agriculture of India. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch (MAKAAM), has highlighted several issues with the farm laws. Women 
farmers fear that the farm laws will further deepen gender inequality in the sector. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyze the impact of new farm laws on the ever widening gender gap in agriculture and to 
suggest solutions to reduce the gap. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving the context of gender gap in agriculture. According the NSSO 68th round data, women 
constitute 63% of workforce in agriculture. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the disparities prevalent in Indian agriculture. The India Human Development Survey 
reports that 83% of agricultural land in the country is inherited by male members of the family and 
less than 2% by their female counterparts. 
Bring out its impact. Women are mostly left without any title of land in their names and are excluded 
from the definition of farmers. Besides, 81% of women agricultural labourers belong to Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes, so they also contribute to the largest share of 
casual and landless labourers. 
Mention the impact of recently enacted farm laws on the existing gender Gap. 
Suggest measures so as to reduce the gender gap in farming. Such as, Operationalize the definition of 
‘Farmer’: Recognise women farmers, Mainstream women farmers in all government programmes, 
Creating a gender-disaggregated database, Prioritising landless women in public land distribution, 
Clear and inalienable including succession rights etc. 
Conclusion: 
Complete the answer by underscoring the need to reduce the gender gap so as to achieve SDG 5 (a) 
Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to ownership 
and control over land. 
Introduction: 

Economic survey 2017-18 recognized and spoke of the need for women farmers to get access to 

land, water, credit, technology and training. According the NSSO 68th round data, women constitute 

63% of workforce in agriculture. The Food and Agriculture Organization says that if women farmers 

had the same access to resources as men, they would increase output by 20-30% which would mean 

a dramatic reduction in hunger. This could raise total the agricultural output in developing countries 

by up to 4%. 

Body: 

Impact of increasing role of women in agriculture: 
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 FAO estimates that if women had the same access to productive resources as men, they could 

increase yields on their farms by 20-30%. This could raise total agricultural output in developing 

countries by up to 4% which would mean a dramatic reduction in hunger. 

 Research worldwide shows that women with access to secure land, formal credit and access to 

market have greater propensity to invest in improving harvest, increasing productivity, and 

improving household food security and nutrition. 

 Women are more likely than men to hold low-wage, part-time, seasonal employment and they 

tend to be paid less even when their qualifications are higher than men’s, but new jobs in high-

value, export-oriented agro-industries offer much better opportunities for women. 

 

Challenges faced by women in Agriculture: 

 Lack of Institutional Credit: Lack of ownership of land does not allow women farmers to 

approach banks for institutional loans as banks usually consider land as collateral. 

 Non-recognition: According to Oxfam India, women are responsible for about 60-80% of food 

and 90% of dairy production, respectively. But the work by women farmers, in crop cultivation, 

livestock management or at home, often goes unnoticed. 

 Lack of Property Rights- Women are generally not given the land rights in their name. Because of 

this, women lack bargaining power in the family as against the property holding male member. 

India Human Development Survey reports that 83% of agricultural land in the country is 

inherited by male members of the family and less than 2% by their female counterparts. 

 Contract farming: Female farmers are largely excluded from modern contract-farming 

arrangements because they lack secure control over land, family labour and other resources 

required to guarantee delivery of a reliable flow of produce. 
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 Innovation in Agriculture: When a new technology is introduced to automate specific manual 

labour, women may lose their jobs because they are often responsible for the manual duties and 

also due to low skill level. 

 Lack of Training: Attempts by the government to impart them training in poultry, apiculture and 

rural handicrafts is trivial given their large numbers. 

 Gender discrimination: The 17-country study by Corteva Agri science revealed that almost 78% 

women farmers in India face gender discrimination. 

 81% of women agricultural labourers belong to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other 

Backward Classes, so they also contribute to the largest share of casual and landless labourers. 

 Poor Representation: As of now, women farmers have hardly any representation in society and 

are nowhere discernible in farmers’ organizations or in occasional protests. 

 Access to resource and inputs: When compared to men, women generally have less access to 

resources and modern inputs (seeds, fertilizers, pesticides) to make farming more productive. 

Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch (MAKAAM), has highlighted several issues with the laws. 

 The first is the lack of any mention of MSP (minimum support price) that protects farmers from 

exploitation. 

 Women are barely in a position as empowered agents who can either understand or negotiate 

(written) agreements with traders and corporate entities who are seeking to enter into 

agreements with the farmers to purchase their produce or for other services. 

 It is clear that farmers will have no bargaining power in the corporatization of agriculture, where 

corporates will decide the price with no safety net or adequate redressal mechanism for the 

farmers. 

 Consequently, the small marginal and medium farmers will be forced to do sell their land to big 

agro-businesses and become wage labourers. 

Steps taken by Government to improve women’s role in Agriculture: 

 The government is earmarking at least 30% of the budget allocation for women beneficiaries in 

all ongoing schemes-programmes and development activities. 

 Government is also giving preference to women under various policies such as organic farming, 

self-employment scheme, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana etc. 

 Cooperative education programs of women are organized through State Cooperative Societies to 

ensure women participation in various activities in the field of cooperatives. 

 Under Agriculture policies there are provisions of issuing Kisan Credit Card to women and 

creating livelihood opportunities through livestock practices, agricultural processing. 

 Focusing on women self-help groups (SHG) to connect them to microcredit through capacity 

building activities and also ensuring their representation in different decision-making bodies. 

 Special importance is being given to the role of women in achieving the goal of doubling farmers’ 

income by 2022. 

Way Forward: 
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 Provision of credit without collateral under the micro-finance initiative of NABARD should be 

encouraged. Better access to credit, technology, and provision of entrepreneurship abilities will 

further boost women’s confidence and help them gain recognition as farmers. 

 A declining size of land holdings may act as a deterrent due to lower net returns earned and 

technology adoption. The possibility of collective farming can be encouraged to make women 

self-reliant. 

 Training and skills imparted to women as has been done by some self-help groups and 

cooperative-based dairy activities (Saras in Rajasthan and Amul in Gujarat). These can be 

explored further through farmer producer organizations. 

 Government flagship schemes such as the National Food Security Mission, Sub-mission on Seed 

and Planting Material and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana must include women-centric 

strategies and dedicated expenditure. 

 Most of the farm machineries are difficult for women to operate, so it is important to have 

gender-friendly tools and machinery for various farm operations. Farm machinery banks and 

custom hiring centres can be roped in to provide subsidized rental services to women farmers. 

 Krishi Vigyan Kendras in every district can be assigned an additional task to educate and train 

women farmers about innovative technology along with extension services. 

 According to Food and Agriculture Organization, equalizing access to productive resources for 

female and male farmers could increase agricultural output in developing countries by as much 

as 2.5% to 4%. 

 An ‘inclusive transformative agricultural policy’ should aim at gender-specific intervention to 

raise productivity of small farm holdings and integrate women as active agents in rural 

transformation. 

 Operationalize the definition of ‘Farmer’: Recognize women farmers, Mainstream women 

farmers in all government programmes, creating a gender-disaggregated database, prioritizing 

landless women in public land distribution, Clear and inalienable including succession rights. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to reduce the gender gap so as to achieve SDG 5 (a) Undertake reforms to give 

women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to ownership and control over land. 

Women’s labour force participation in India is continuously on a declining trend and is a 

cause for concern in achieving India’s developmental aspirations. Analyze the reasons 

for the decline and suggest measures to improve the condition. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
women’s labour force participation in India has declined continuously and Economists and 
sociologists have offered several explanations for the decline. This article captures the reasons there 
for. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyse the reasons for the decline of participation of women as part of labour force and suggest 
measures to improve the same. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by the mentioning the fact from NSSO data on Women’s labour force participation in India. 
Body: 
In the body, The declining women’s labor force participation, gender pay gap, high rates of informal 
work with lack of social security are seen as impediments to the goal of gender equality and 
empowerment of women in India. Stereotypes, lower wage rate, decline in the number of women in 
the workforce is accounted for mainly by rural women, which can be attributed to the dwindling 
agricultural sector etc. 
In the next part, mention how the above hinder the developmental aspiration of India in achieving 
gender equality and sustainable development goals. Substantiate with facts from India’s 
performance of Global Gender Gap or any other relevant reports. 
In the last part, List down the measures being taken by the govt. to address these challenges. Suggest 
measures to further improve them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Women workforce in the country fell to 18 per cent in 2019 from 37 per cent in 2006, non- 

government organisation Azad Foundation said on the International Women’s Day. The World 

Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report this year ranks India at 149th position out of 153 

countries on economic participation and opportunity. According to the Foundation, the Global 

Gender Gap Report estimates that raising women’s participation in the labour force can increase 

India’s GDP significantly.  

 Reasons for Declining Participation of Women in Employment: 

 It appears that there are some non-economic, social and cultural factors. When increase in 

family incomes are there, due to the cultural factors, women leave the work to take care of the 

family. 

 The major pull-down is among the rural women as per Ministry reports where agriculture is 

shrinkingand we do not have a robust manufacturing sector yet, we are investing it now and it 

will take time to reap benefits. 

 There are a lot of crimes against children inside and outside houseso parents feel at least one 

parent should stay at home and being a patriarchal society the burden comes to the women 

 One big factor is maternity. Many women who join the workforce are unable to re-join after 

having a child. 

 The landmark legislation, which entitles a woman to 26 weeks of paid maternity leave is 

becoming a big hurdle. 

 As per a study this increased cost for companies and this may discourage them from hiring 

women. 

 The safety in metropolitan, tier 1 and tier 2 cities is the major issue. 

 11 lakh to 18 lakh women are likely to face difficulty in finding new jobs across 10 sectors this 

year. Because of ICT, part-time jobs from home are not giving the real picture. 
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 Concerns about safety and Harassment at work site, both explicit and implicit. 

 Higher Education levels of women also allow them to pursue leisure and other non-work 

activities, all of which reduce female labour force participation. 

 Structural transformation of Indian agriculture due to farm mechanization results in a lower 

demand for female agricultural labourers. 

 When income increases, men allows Indian women to withdraw from the labour force, thereby 

avoiding the stigma of working (cultural factors). 

 Insufficient availability of the type of jobs that women say they would like to do, such as regular 

part-time jobs that provide steady income and allow women to reconcile household duties with 

work. 

 Social norms about household work are against women’s mobility and participation in paid work. 

Childbirth and taking care of elderly parents or in-laws account for the subsequent points 

where women drop off the employment pipeline. 

 The cultural baggage about women working outside the home is so strong that in most 

traditional Indian families, quitting work is a necessary precondition to the wedding itself. 

Empowering women in the economy and closing gender gaps in the world of work are key to 

achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 Particularly Goal 5, to achieve gender equality, and Goal 8, to promote full and productive 

employment and decent work for all; also Goal 1on ending poverty, Goal 2 on food 

security, Goal 3 on ensuring health and Goal 10 on reducing inequalities. 

 When more women work, economies grow. Women’s economic empowerment boosts 

productivity, increases economic diversificationand income equality in addition to other 

positive development outcomes. 

 For example, increasing the female employment rates in OECD countries to match that of 

Sweden, could boost GDP by over USD 6 trillion, recognizing, however, that growth does not 

automatically lead to a reduction in gender-based inequality. 

Advantages: 

 Women have a different way of looking at thingsand this important. 

 If more women did paid work, India’s national income would rise dramatically. 

 Money gets circulated as more people are employed for cooking, cleaning at home 

 One estimate is that GDP would go up by 20% if women matched men in workforce 

participation. 

 In the family qualities like independence, interdependence, tolerance, disciple, time 

management, multi-tasking etc. all this qualities she can learn and teach to her family better in 

case she works. 

 Enhances a woman’s control over household decision-making. 
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 Providing greater impetus to women entrepreneurs would be critical for India’s growth. 

 Women entrepreneurs help drive innovation and job creation, besides assisting in addressing 

the world’s most critical challenges. 

Way Forward: 

 Science needs the best scientists,and a knowledge economy needs a gender-balanced 

workforce. 

 Women need the 3C’s Confidence, Capabilities, access to Capital. Men need to understand that 

women are their equals. 

 One key ingredient of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s economic revival strategies was 

to increase female LFPR. Abe made it a priority to build almost half a million government-

funded crèchesto help young mothers re-join the workforce. 

 Government policies should focus on behavioural changesthat make female employment more 

acceptable in the society. 

 Government schemes must target the fundamental cultural and social forces that shape 

patriarchy. 

 Communication programmes on gender equality in secondary education to help students imbibe 

equitable gender norms. 

 Acknowledging child care as the responsibility of both parents. 

 As for the workforce, much needs to be done, beyond maternity benefit entitlements and other 

quotas. 

 A useful and easily implementable idea would be to give income tax benefits to women. It would 

be a bold and effective step to increasing India’s female workforce participation. 

 For political empowerment of women, their representation in Parliament and in decision making 

roles in public sphere is one of the key indicators of empowerment. 

 Gig Economy provides women flexible work options to pursue their career while not missing 

important milestones in their family lives. 

 Initiatives such as Skill India, Make in India, and new gender-based quotas from corporate 

boards to the police force can spur a positive change. But we need to invest in skill training and 

job support. 

 Drawing more women into the labour force, supplemented by structural reforms that could help 

create more jobs would be a source of future growth for India. Only then would India be able to 

reap the benefits of “demographic dividend” from its large and youthful labour force. 

The time has come to insist that the work women perform for the family should be 

valued equally with men’s work during the continuance of marriage. Do you think that 

women should be paid ‘salary’ for the domestic household work they perform? Debate. 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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Veteran actor Kamal Haasan and his Makkal Needhi Maiam party who recently promised salaries for 
housewives as a part of the party’s election manifesto, has revived the debate on the recognition of 
domestic work as work. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To debate as to whether household work performed by women on a daily basis must be paid for by 
their counterparts. 
Directive: 
Debate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mention the various nature of household services provided by women on a daily basis and 
how it is unpaid and not included in national income. 
Body: 
Write a few stats related to unpaid nature of household work and the number of women who engage 
in it without any recognition on a daily basis from the article. 
Argue for case of women to be paid for domestic household work. Mention legal cases, facts figures 
and the historical perspectives that are given in the article to substantiate your arguments. 
In the next part, argue for the downside of what happens, if we recognize the women household 
work as ‘salary’ in pure employee-employer relationship. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a balanced way forward. 
Introduction: 

A report published by the International Labour Organization in 2018 shows that, 

globally, women perform 76.2% of total hours of unpaid care work, more than three times as much 

as men. In Asia and the Pacific, this figure rises to 80%. 

Body: 

Origins of the demand 

 The demand for ‘wages for housework’ arose in the context of struggle and consciousness-

raising associated with the Second Wave of the women’s movement in North America and 

Europe. 

 Alongside other demands for social and political equality, women’s rights campaigners made 

visible and also politicised women’s everyday experience of housework and child care in the 

‘private’ realm of the household. 

 In doing this, they challenged the assumption that a ‘natural’ affinity for housework was rooted 

in the essential nature of women who were performing a ‘labour of love’. 

 For leading women’s rights activists of the 1960s and 1970s, it was important to bust the myth 

that women’s work at home was a personal service with no links to capitalist production. 

 In a concrete sense, this meant linking the exploitation of the worker in the factory to women’s 

work at home. 

 From the nine-month period of gestation in the womb, women’s daily chores of cooking, 

cleaning, washing, ironing clothes, preparing lunch boxes and so on produced the labour power 
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that was daily consumed in the shop-floor or the assembly line and had to be reproduced afresh 

every day. 

 By providing free services in the home, women made possible the survival of working-class 

households at subsistence-level wages, with obvious benefits for industry and capital. 

 Despite the links between the ‘housewife’ and the factory worker, the unwaged status of the 

former accounted for crucial differences between them. 

 Housework, on the other hand, had come to define the very nature of a woman. This disallowed 

women from seeing it as ‘real work’ or as a social contract. 

 More fundamentally, the very demand for a wage was a repudiation of housework as an 

expression of women’s nature. 

Arguments: The value of unpaid housework: 

 Our society has silently decided that household chores belong to the domain of women’s 

responsibilities and activities. 

 It has also determined that this work shall carry no economic value. But why should that be the 

case? 

 Why should the enormous household chores and farm labour done by women not be 

acknowledged in India’s socio-economic policy framework? 

 The government is perpetrating gender bias by not measuring women’s role in making up the 

gross domestic product (GDP) of the country. 

 India’s census clubs those doing domestic chores together with beggars and students into the 

non-working population. 

 Census 2011 estimated the number of non-working population at 728.9 million. 

 The authoritative definition says these are the people who had not undertaken work of any 

nature in the reference time period. 

 Of these, 165.6 million persons’ main work was “discharge of household responsibilities”. 

 They are mostly women—96.5 per cent or 159.9 million. Only 3.45 million men’s main work is 

homemaking. 

 There is a clear and present need to not only recognise this work but also redistribute it. 

 Household duties should be shared among the members of a family. A study in Uttarakhand, 

published in 2011 in Mountain Research and Development Journal titled “Women’s Contribution 

to Household Food and Economic Security: A Study in the Garhwal Himalayas, India”, drives 

home this point. 

 Women in the mountainous region reported they “did not do any work”. However, when their 

activities were analysed, it was noticed that while the men in the region worked for nine hours a 

day on an average, the women were toiling for 16 hours. 

Other side views: An unresolved issue: 
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 There was disagreement among the women ideologues of the Second Wave on what payment of 

a wage would actually mean for women. 

 The sociologist, Ann Oakley, who studied the history of housework in her path-breaking books 

published in the 1970s, was among those who believed that ‘wages for housework’ would only 

imprison women further within the household, increase their social isolation and dissuade men 

from sharing housework. 

 Others too argued that the goal of the women’s movement must be, to not ask for wages, but to 

free women from the daily drudgery of routine domestic chores and enable them to participate 

fully in all spheres of social life, including paid employment outside the household. 

 The debate around monetary remuneration for housework remained unresolved within the 

women’s movement, even as the tools to measure the value that women’s unpaid work adds to 

national economies have grown more sophisticated. 

 However, the underlying issue, which is the disproportionate share of women’s responsibility for 

the work that sustains human life and reproduces labour power, remains as pressing as ever. 

Struggle for legislation: 

In this context, it is worth mentioning that an important campaign on the question of household 

labour has been taking place in India. 

This is the ongoing struggle for national legislation for domestic workers. These are 

predominantly women who perform ‘women’s work’ but in other people’s homes. 

They are, therefore, uniquely positioned to make this work visible and demand that its conditions 

be regulated, minimum wages guaranteed, and the workers’ status and rights protected. 

However, the demand that the state recognise housework is significant and its radical core must not 

be missed, as the historical experience of the women’s movement shows us. 

Conclusion: 

The question of how to measure and account for the value of housework has been seriously 

addressed by women domestic workers and their trade unions in Tamil Nadu and elsewhere. 

Their demands include an hourly minimum wage, a weekly day-off, an annual bonus and the 

protection of their bodily autonomy in the workspace. 

This is an agenda that all parties, and not just the MNM, could incorporate in their election 

manifestos, should they take seriously the mandate of ‘recognizing and monetizing’ housework. 

If domestic workers emerge as a strong force that succeeds in asserting the dignity of 

housework and making it a visible and valued form of labour, this can only be a good thing for all 

women performing housework in the long run. 

Enumerating, describing and understanding the population of a society and what 

people have access to, and what they are excluded from, is important not only for social 

scientists but also for policy practitioners and the government. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  

Introduction 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-new-framework-around-caste-and-the-census/article33638335.ece


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 133 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Understanding the population of the society and the demographic is a major agenda of Census of 

India. It gives the socio-economic information on the Indian population. Such a data is tantamount 

for policy making especially for a welfare state like India.  

Body 

Issues concerning population data 

 Caste is a major feature of Indian Society and socio-economic deprivations are directly linked to 

caste. 

 Since Independence, aggregated Census data on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes on 

certain parameters such as education have been collected.  

 To capture contemporary Indian society and to understand and remedy inequalities 

caste census is important. 

 While others believe that this large administrative exercise of capturing caste and its 

complexities is not only difficult, but also socially untenable. 

 The SECC census has the potential to allow for a mapping of inequalities at a broader level. But 

this data has not been made available fully to the public yet. 

 It would be disingenuous to ignore the emotive element of caste and the political and social 

repercussions of a caste census. 

However, another factor is that whether caste alone can account the nuances that shape caste and 

simultaneously the ways in which caste shapes everyday life in India. 

Demographic data capture roadmap 

 Linking and syncing aggregated Census data to other large datasets such as the National 

Sample Surveys or the National Family Health Surveys that cover issues that the Census 

exercises do not, such as maternal health, would be significant for a more comprehensive 

analysis. 

 Care must however be taken to ensure that digital alternatives and linking of data sources 

involving Census operations are inclusive and non-discriminatory, especially given the 

sensitive nature of the data being collected. 

 The time lag between each Census, and the delay in the release of data must be remedied to 

use this for timely intervention. 

 Eg: Ayushmaan Bharat scheme can become successful if benefits are provided to 

beneficiaries under latest data. 

 A renewed discussion on the caste data that already exists, how it has been used and 

understood by the government and its various departments to grant or withdraw benefits, 

and also its utility for the important academic exercise of mapping social inequalities and 

social change, must be done. 

Conclusion 

Before another SECC or Census of India is conducted, a stocktaking of the previous exercise, of what 

has been learnt from it, and what changes are necessary, beyond changing exclusionary criteria for 
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beneficiaries of state support, are crucial to enable the Census to facilitate effective policy work and 

academic reflection. 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

The Salinity of the ocean water varies due various geographical as well as ecological 

factors. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Certificate of Human and Physical Geography by G.C Leong. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key demand of the question: 
Write about salinity in the ocean, its variation. Next, explain the factors affecting variation in oceans 
salinity. Write about variation in salinity both in terms of latitudinal change and change with depth. 
Discuss the impact of such variations in salinity 
Directive word 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Explain what ocean salinity is and how it varies with latitudinal variations and depth. 
Body: 
Discuss the factors affecting changes in ocean salinity – precipitation and evaporation, enclosed or 
not etc. 
Discuss the impact of such variations. Highlight the impact of increasing salinity on water cycle, on 
physiographic factors like density and how that impacts the movement of current, on climate such as 
in the case of el nino etc. 
Conclusion: 
Mention about the impact of salinity on the oceans around the world. 
Introduction: 

Salinity refers to the total content of dissolved salts in sea water. It is calculated as the 

amount of salt (in gm) dissolved in 1,000 gm (1 kg) of seawater. The salinity of ocean water is usually 

around 35 parts per thousand on an average at zero degrees Celsius. This implies that in the total 

weight of ocean water, dissolved salts amount to 3.5 percent. Sodium chloride or the common salt is 

the most common among all the dissolved salts in the sea. 

Body: 

Factors influencing salinity are: 

 Factors affecting the amount of salt in different oceans and seas are called as controlling factors 

of oceanic salinity. 

 Evaporation, precipitation, influx of river water, prevailing winds, ocean currents and sea 

waves are significant controlling factors. 

Variation in salinity: 

 Horizontal variation: 

o High salinity regions 
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 In the land locked Red Sea salinity is high. 

 In hot and dry regions, where evaporation is high, the salinity is very high. 

o Comparatively Low salinity regions 

 In the estuaries and the Arctic, the salinity fluctuates seasonally (fresh water 

coming from ice caps) 

o Pacific 

 The salinity variation in the Pacific Ocean is mainly due to its shape and larger 

areal extent 

o Atlantic 

 Near the equator, there is heavy rainfall, high relative humidity, cloudiness and 

calm air of the doldrums. 

 The polar areas experience very little evaporation and receive large amounts of 

fresh water from the melting of ice. This leads to low levels of salinity, 

 Maximum salinity is observed between 20° N and 30° N and 20° W – 60° W. It 

gradually decreases towards the north. 

o Indian Ocean 

 The low salinity trend is observed in the Bay of Bengal due to influx of river 

water by the river Ganga. 

 On the contrary, the Arabian Sea shows higher salinity due to high evaporation 

and low influx of fresh water 

o Marginal seas 

 The North Sea, in spite of its location in higher latitudes, records higher salinity 

due to more saline water brought by the North Atlantic Drift. 

 Baltic Sea records low salinity due to influx of river waters in large quantity. 

 The Mediterranean Sea records higher salinity due to high evaporation. 

 Salinity is, however, very low in Black Sea due to enormous fresh water influx by 

rivers 

o Inland seas and lakes 

 The salinity of the inland Seas and lakes is very high because of the regular 

supply of salt by the rivers falling into them. 

 Their water becomes progressively more saline due to evaporation. 

 For instance, the salinity of the Great Salt Lake, (Utah, USA), the Dead Seaand 

the Lake Van in Turkey is very high 

o Cold and warm water mixing zones 
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 Salinity decreases on the western parts of the northern hemisphere because of 

the influx of melted water from the Arctic region. 

o Sub-Surface Salinity 

 With depth, the salinity also varies, but this variation again is subject to 

latitudinal difference. The decrease is also influenced by cold and warm 

currents. 

 In high latitudes, salinity increases with depth. In the middle latitudes, it 

increases up to 35 metres and then it decreases. At the equator, surface salinity 

is lower. 

o Vertical distribution of salinity: 

 Salinity changes with depth, but the way it changes depends upon the location 

of the sea. 

 Salinity at the surface increases by the loss of water to ice or evaporation, or 

decreased by the input of fresh waters, such as from the rivers. 

 Salinity at depth is very much fixed, because there is no way that water is ‘lost’, 

or the salt is ‘added.’ There is a marked difference in the salinity between the 

surface zones and the deep zones of the oceans. 

 The lower salinity water rests above the higher salinity dense water. 

 Salinity, generally, increases with depth and there is a distinct zone called 

the halocline (compare this with thermocline), where salinity increases sharply. 

 Other factors being constant, increasing salinity of seawater causes its density to 

increase. High salinity seawater, generally, sinks below the lower salinity water. 

This leads to stratification by salinity. 

Impact: 

 Salinity determines compressibility, thermal expansion, temperature, density, absorption of 

insolation, evaporation and humidity. 

 It also influences the composition and movement of the sea: water and the distribution of fish 

and other marine resources. 

 Salinity affects seawater density, which in turn governs ocean circulation and climate 

 Because of the connection among temperature, salinity and density, some currents actually 

reverse direction seasonally. An example of where this occurs is the Indian Ocean. Salinity of the 

ocean thus is directly related to weather even on land because salinity is tied to the movement 

of the currents. 

 Salinity can have a great impact on the type of organisms that live in a body of water. 

 Additionally, salinity plays a critical role in the water cycle and ocean circulation 

 The intensification of the water cycle as a result of ocean salinity changes in the past fifty years 

shows that the water cycle has since intensified by 4%, twice the rate predicted by models. 

 Stable salt densities in the oceans keep the earth’s climate in balance. 

Conclusion: 
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Every year, around 3 billion tons of salt gets added to the oceans from the land. A tiny fraction of 

this salt is extracted by humans for daily consumption. 

Explain the factors responsible for the formation of ocean currents? What are the 

reasons for formation of Sargasso Sea? (250 words) 
Reference: Certificate of Human and Physical Geography by G.C Leong. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the factors responsible for formation and movement of ocean currents and Sargasso 
Sea. 
Directive word 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by defining ocean currents. 
Body: 
Draw a small illustrative diagrams showing major ocean currents. 
Mention factors responsible for their formation such as insolation, atmospheric circulations, gravity 
and the effect of Coriolis force, Temperature and salinity differences and water density etc. 
In the next part, introduce Sargasso Sea and mention the factors behind its formation. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the importance of Sargasso Sea. 
Introduction: 

An ocean current is a continuous, directed movement of sea water generated by a number of forces 

acting upon the water, including wind, the Coriolis effect, breaking waves, cabbeling, and 

temperature and salinity differences. Depth contours, shoreline configurations, and interactions 

with other currents influence a current’s direction and strength. Ocean currents are primarily 

horizontal water movements. 

Body: 
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Factors leading to origin and modification of ocean currents: 

 There are a variety of factors that affect how ocean currents (water in motion) are created, 

including a combination of two or more factors. 

 The different types of currents (referred to as surface or thermohaline, depending on their 

depth) are created by, among other things, wind, water density, the topography of the ocean 

floor and the coriolis effect. 

 Primary Forces Responsible for Ocean Currents:  

 Insolation 

o Heating by solar energy causes the water to expand. That is why, near the equator the 

ocean water is about 8 cm higher in level than in the middle latitudes. 

o This causes a very slight gradient and water tends to flow down the slope. The flow is 

normally from east to west. 

 Wind (atmospheric circulation) 

o Wind blowing on the surface of the ocean pushes the water to move. Friction between 

the wind and the water surface affects the movement of the water body in its course. 

o Winds are responsible for both magnitude and direction [Coriolis force also affects 

direction] of the ocean currents. Example: Monsoon winds are responsible for the 

seasonal reversal of ocean currents in the Indian ocean. 

o The oceanic circulation pattern roughly corresponds to the earth’s atmospheric 

circulation pattern. 

o The air circulation over the oceans in the middle latitudes is mainly anticyclonic [Sub-

tropical High Pressure Belt] (more pronounced in the southern hemisphere than in the 

northern hemisphere due to differences in the extent of landmass). The oceanic 

circulation pattern also corresponds with the same. 

o At higher latitudes, where the wind flow is mostly cyclonic [Sub-polar Low Pressure 

Belt], the oceanic circulation follows this pattern. 

o In regions of pronounced monsoonal flow [Northern Indian Ocean], the monsoon winds 

influence the current movements which change directions according to seasons. 

 Gravity: 

o Gravity tends to pull the water down to pile and create gradient variation. 

 Coriolis force: 

o The Coriolis force intervenes and causes the water to move to the right in the northern 

hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere. 

o These large accumulations of water and the flow around them are called Gyres. These 

produce large circular currents in all the ocean basins. One such circular current is the 

Sargasso Sea. 

Secondary Forces Responsible for Ocean Currents:  
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 Temperature difference and salinity difference are the secondary forces. 

 Differences in water density affect vertical mobility of ocean currents (vertical currents). 

 Water with high salinity is denser than water with low salinity and in the same way cold water is 

denser than warm water. 

 Denser water tends to sink, while relatively lighter water tends to rise. 

 Cold-water ocean currents occur when the cold water at the poles sinks and slowly moves 

towards the equator. 

 Warm-water currents travel out from the equator along the surface, flowing towards the poles 

to replace the sinking cold water. 

The Sargasso Sea is a motionless sea confined to the sub-tropical north Atlantic gyre. The area of 

the sea is found between 20 degrees N and 35 degrees N latitude and 30 degrees W and 75 degrees 

W longitude—the hump extending northward of BERMUDA. The sea area which is some 700 miles 

wide, 2000 miles long and located in the North Atlantic, has no shores. It is bounded by ocean 

currents on all sides. It is located entirely within the Atlantic Ocean, is the only sea without a land 

boundary. 

 

Features:  

 To its west is the Gulf Stream Current, on its east is the Canary Current, northern side is bounded 

by North Atlantic Current, and the south by North Atlantic Equatorial Current. 

 The island of Bermuda is located on its western fringes. 

 With such ocean currents on all sides, this sea area unlike the harsh cold North Atlantic, is 

strangely warm with stable weather conditions and with calm and weak winds. 
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 Another strange phenomenon which is nowhere seen in the world is, this vast water area is 

covered with some dense seaweed which forms a thick mat on the surface. 

 This free floating golden-brown seaweed is known as Sargassum and therefore such name of the 

sea. 

Reasons for its formation:  

 The gyral system formed by the anti-cyclonic circulation of the North Equatorial current, the Gulf 

Stream and the Canary current confining the water from the rest of the ocean. 

 Atmospheric stability due to it being located in the transition zone of the trade winds and the 

westerlies which is characterized by anti-cyclonic conditions. Hence there are feeble winds 

which allow little intermixing with waters outside the gyre. 

 The less extensive nature of the North Atlantic Ocean between 20°N-40°N than other oceans in 

the same latitudes. 

 The higher velocity of the North Equatorial Current and the Gulf Stream create calm waters in 

the confined region. 

Importance of Sargasso Sea: 

 Sargassum provides a home to an amazing variety of marine species. 

 Turtles use sargassum mats as nurseries where hatchlings have food and shelter. 

 Sargassum also provides essential habitat for shrimp, crab, fish, and other marine species that 

have adapted specifically to this floating algae. 

 The Sargasso Sea is a spawning site for threatened and endangered eels, as well as white marlin, 

porbeagle shark, and dolphinfish. 

 Humpback whales annually migrate through the Sargasso Sea. 

 Commercial fish, such as tuna, and birds also migrate through the Sargasso Sea and depend on it 

for food. 

Conclusion: 

An ocean current flows for great distances and together they create the global conveyor belt, which 

plays a dominant role in determining the climate of many of Earth’s regions. More specifically, ocean 

currents influence the temperature of the regions through which they travel. Knowledge of surface 

ocean currents is essential in reducing costs of shipping, since traveling with them reduces fuel costs. 

Ocean currents can also be used for marine power generation, with areas off of Japan, Florida and 

Hawaii being considered for test projects.  

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of 

such changes. 

Explain the reasons as to why some of the major hot deserts of the world are located 

on the western margins of the continents? (250 words) 
Reference: Certificate of Human and Physical Geography by G.C Leong. 

Introduction: 
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A desert is a barren area of landscape where little precipitation occurs and consequently living 

conditions are hostile to plant and animal life. In other words, it is extremely dry area of land with 

sparse vegetation. Deserts are created due to arid and semi-arid conditions because of the lack of 

moisture. It is accelerated by intense heating. 

Between 20-30-degree north latitude the insulation is relatively direct and less scattered and 

reflected by the atmosphere. Intense heating takes place in this zone. The hot deserts lie along the 

Horse Latitudes or the Sub-Tropical High Pressure Belts where the air is descending, a condition least 

favourable for precipitation of any kind to take place. 

Body: 

 

Hot Deserts of the World 

 Arabian Desert in Arabian Peninsula 

 Great Sandy, Victoria, Simpson, Gibson and Sturt deserts in Australia 

 Chihuahua Desert in north central Mexico 

 Kalahari Desert in south-western Africa 

 Mojave Desert in USA 

 Monte Desert in Argentina 

 Sahara Desert in North Africa 

 Sonoran Desert in North and Central America 

 Thar Desert in India and Pakistan 

Reasons: 

 Offshore trade winds in the region and location in rain shadow zone: 
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o Trade winds that blow in the region, shed their moisture on the eastern part and by the 

time they reach the western margin, they become dry. 

 Anti-cyclonic conditions: 

o Areas between 20–30 degree latitudes on western margins of continents are the regions 

of descending air. 

o It means the air gets compressed and warm as it descends and thus the moisture 

holding capacity keeps decreasing. 

 Leeward sides of mountains/Parallel mountain ranges: 

o In the case of few deserts, mountains are situated as a barrier which prevents 

orographic rainfall. For instance, the presence of Rockies on the western coast of North 

America does not let moisture bearing winds do rainfall in leeward sides. 

o In the case of Thar desert in India, Aravalli are situated parallel to the region. Therefore, 

the moisture holding winds pass away from the region because there is absence of 

mountain barriers. 

 Presence of cold ocean currents along the western coast of continents: 

o These tend to stabilize the air over the coast by having a desiccating effect on the land. 

o This prevents cloud formation and rainfall. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, major hot deserts in northern hemisphere such as Thar desert, Rajasthan in Indian sub-

continent, Sahara Desert in Africa, Great Basin Desert in North America, Arabian desert in Arabian 

Peninsula are all located between 20-30-degree north and on the western side of the continents. 
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	Ancient Indian sculptural art is highly rich in its traditions. Trace the development ancient Indian sculpture that go back to the Indus Valley civilisation. (250 words)

	Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
	Out of all the major European powers that came to India, the British were able to establish a long-lasting pan Indian Empire. Examine the factors responsible for it. (250 words)
	The rise of Indian Nationalism was a reaction against the despotic, discriminatory and devious policies and nature of the British rule. Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	The formation of Indian National Congress as a pan-Indian organization was the culmination of process of political awakening that was witnessed in India in the nineteenth century. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Discuss about the nature of moderate phase of Indian National Congress. Do you think their great faith in the British sense of justice and fair play was their major drawback? (250 words)
	The biggest contribution of moderates was not in making the Economic Critique of colonialism a potent weapon amongst nationalists but in laying solid foundations on which Indian National Movement could be built upon and flourish. Comment. (250 words)
	Compare and Contrast the moderate and the extremist phase of the Indian National Congress. State the reasons for the rise of extremists in Indian National Congress. (250 words)
	“Our nation is like a tree of which the original trunk is swarajya and the branches are swadeshi and boycott.” Comment with regards to swadeshi movement. (250 words)
	The moderates were like shields and extremists like swords. Without being together, the moderates seemed toothless and extremists appeared too vulnerable to repression. Congress collapse at Surat was a great triumph for the colonial rulers. Discuss. (...
	The ‘reforms’ of 1909, institutionalized communalism in India. Critically Analyze The Indian Councils Act of 1909. (250 words)
	There were certainly some limitations in the Home Rule Movement but nevertheless it did have a concrete and profound impact on the national movement and changing the mood of the country. Analyze. (250 words)
	What was the response of Indian nationalists to World War-I? Did the national movement enter a stage of passivity during it? Examine. (250 words)
	The revolutionary national movement in Bengal was distinct but its impact was profound like the rest of India. Comment. (250 words)
	Account for the rise of socialism and its popularity among the Indian nationalists in 1920’s and 1930’s. What different dimensions were added to the national movement after it? (250 words)
	The ultimate object of the reform movements as a whole, was the attainment of social happiness, the well-being of the people and national progress. Comment. (250 words)
	From the second half of nineteenth century, it was not only a struggle between the colonial power and the Indian states but also there was struggle among the Indian powers themselves to establish political supremacy. Examine. (250 words)
	The third and the final round of the Anglo-French struggle proved decisive. The French political cause in India was doomed for good. Analyze the causes for the Failure of the French in India. (250 words)
	Compare and Contrast the Permanent Settlement with Mahalwari Settlement introduced by the British. What was the impact of the new forms of land revenue settlements on Indian Agriculture? (250 words)
	As Governor-General, Bentinck had initiated an era of progress and reforms. Were the various reforms of William Bentick successful? Comment. (250 words)
	Wellesly further elaborated and perfected the policy of Dupleix to assist regional powers of India and thereby developed Subsidiary Alliance. Comment. (250 words)

	The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	The Extremists of today will be Moderates tomorrow, Just as the Moderates of today were Extremists yesterday. Comment with respect to Indian national movement. (250 words)
	Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, a man who had already made a name for himself with his leadership of the struggle of Indians in South Africa and by leading the struggles of Indian peasants and workers in Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda, was now ready to ta...
	Jallianwala Bagh massacre epitomizes the brutality and oppressive nature of British Rule in India. Discuss. What were the outcomes of Jallianawala Bagh incident on the Indian National movement? (250 words)
	Explain the nature of non-cooperation movement which was observed across India. Why the non-cooperation was called off and what were its impact? (250 words)
	Do you think Mahatma Gandhi’s support to Khilafat Movement had diluted his secular credentials? Give your argument based on the evaluation of events. (250 words)
	A peculiar distinction to the politics of the Swarajists was their avowed intention of wrecking the reforms from within councils as well outside it. Elucidate. (250 words)
	The appointment of the Simon Commission revived a ‘moribund Indian nationalism’. Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	Foundation of the Congress was the natural culmination of the political work of the previous years. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Ghadarites fought in vain as they failed to achieve their desired objectives and hence Ghadar movement can be classified as a failure. Do you agree with this statement? Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	In his quest “to make the deaf hear’’, Bhagat Singh became a legend and hero to millions of Indians. Elaborate upon the vision, methods adopted, nature of politics and the immortal legacy of Bhagat Singh. (250 words)
	What are the contributions of revolutionary nationalists to the Indian national movement? Analyze the reasons for the decline of revolutionary nationalist movement in 1930’s. (250 words)
	In the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Gandhian strategy of Struggle-Truce-Struggle was clearly and out rightly manifested. But did the strategy delay India’s independence? Critically Analyse. (250 words)
	The Cripps Mission failed to pacify the Indians. The British had merely taken up this exercise to demonstrate to the world that they cared about Indian sentiments, rather than to actually do something concrete. Comment. (250 words)
	Quit India movement was a revolution in itself in the long process of India’s national movement. Comment on the nature of the Quit India movement. (250 words)
	When Mountbatten announced that independence would happen ten months earlier than anticipated, newly established Indian and Pakistan states had to deal with mass migration, widespread violence and anarchy. Examine the responsibility of British adminis...
	Discuss the multiple reasons for discontent that was simmering among the Sepoys that started the Great Revolt 1857. Was the revolt of 1857 just a Sepoy mutiny? (250 words)
	The administrative and legal system introduced by the British was shaped by various ideas and ideologies but at the same time it centered on protecting the British interests. Critically Analyze. (250 words)
	Tribal and peasant movements and revolts were often put down in history as spontaneous movements, when uneducated, apolitical groups of people break forth in anger and not as conscious decision makers. But, the Santhals of the Rajmahal Hills did not r...
	The conquest of India by the British, exposed some serious weaknesses and drawbacks of Indian social institutions. As a consequence several individuals and movements sought to bring about changes in the social and religious practices with a view to re...
	It was one thing for the Muslim League to demand Pakistan and the British to concede it because it was in harmony with the politics they had pursued. But why did the Congress, which had fought for unity for long years, give up its ideal of a united In...

	Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	Land reforms included structural and institutional changes in the ownership pattern, land tenure system, modernization of agricultural operations and changes in the supportive institutions at the level of the village community. Comment (250 words)
	The concept of Total Revolution as enunciated by Jayaprakash Narayan is a confluence of his ideas on seven revolutions i.e. social, economic, political, cultural, ideological and intellectual, educational and spiritual. Elucidate. (250 words)
	In 1975 our democracy was challenged. Lessons were learnt, various checks and balances were put in place to prevent another such ‘emergency’ from happening. Comment. (250 words)
	“If Panchsheel principles are applied not only between various countries but also in international relations generally, they would form a solid foundation for peace and security”. Analyze why despite commitment to Panchsheel, Sino-Indian war happened?...
	The need of the hour is to call out for Non-Aligned Movement’s (NAM) revitalisation for it to be able to cater to the 21st Century needs of Third World countries more efficiently. Comment. (250 words)

	Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	There exists a very wide gender gap in agriculture of India, the new farm laws does very little to address it, in fact it may widen the gap. Analyze. Suggest measures to bridge the gender gap in Agriculture of India. (250 words)
	Women’s labour force participation in India is continuously on a declining trend and is a cause for concern in achieving India’s developmental aspirations. Analyze the reasons for the decline and suggest measures to improve the condition. (250 words)
	The time has come to insist that the work women perform for the family should be valued equally with men’s work during the continuance of marriage. Do you think that women should be paid ‘salary’ for the domestic household work they perform? Debate. (...
	Enumerating, describing and understanding the population of a society and what people have access to, and what they are excluded from, is important not only for social scientists but also for policy practitioners and the government. Examine. (250 words)

	Salient features of world’s physical geography.
	The Salinity of the ocean water varies due various geographical as well as ecological factors. Explain. (250 words)
	Explain the factors responsible for the formation of ocean currents? What are the reasons for formation of Sargasso Sea? (250 words)

	Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes.
	Explain the reasons as to why some of the major hot deserts of the world are located on the western margins of the continents? (250 words)


