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Thanks for bearing with us amidst the COVID related disruptions that it took so long to 

post this.  

We were able to cover 61 questions asked in this year’s UPSC Prelims. Please go through the 

questions and explanations carefully. We have compiled a question only when it would have 

answered a substantial chunk of the question or the entire question asked by UPSC. Similar 

to previous years, Insights Test series remains a go-to resort for covering unconventional/ 

unexpected areas of the syllabus. The order of questions aligns largely with SET B, but a few 

questions have been jumbled out of place when we thought it was appropriate to do so.  

Given the changing dynamics of UPSC Prelims, as we have suggested again and again, we 

are also upgrading our Test series syllabus. Now, Thematic test series syllabus and parts of 

Indian Forest Services syllabus will be merged with Textbook Test Series. The revised Test 

Series syllabus is being shared in a different post.  

Note: Since a number of quiz questions for static topics (polity, economy etc.) on our 

website are inspired/taken from Textbook questions, we are covering Polity and economy 

questions only from website sources, and not from the test series. Rest are being given from 

all sources.   
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Carbon nanotubes 
UPSC question 

Q1. With reference to the carbon nanotubes, consider the following statements : 

1. They can be used as carriers of drugs and antigens in the human body. 

2. They can be made into artificial blood capillaries for an injured part of human body. 

3. They can be used in biochemical sensors. 

4. Carbon nanotubes are biodegradable 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

2021 Textbook Test Series, Test 6, Q63 
We also covered applications, but slightly different ones.   

The general applications of Carbon Nanotubes include   

 1. They can be used to reinforce graphite in sports equipment.   

2. Their structure allows them to be used as a container for transporting a drug in 

the body.  

3. They make some of the best high-grade insulators in electrical circuits due to poor 

heat and electricity conductivity. 



Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: c) 

Justification: The fullerenes are a large class of allotropes of carbon and are made of balls, 

‘cages’ or tubes of carbon atoms.  

Nanotubes are cylindrical fullerenes. Their unique molecular structure results in 

extraordinary macroscopic properties, including high tensile strength, high electrical 

conductivity, high ductility, high heat conductivity, and relative chemical inactivity. 

Nanotubes can be used to reinforce graphite in tennis rackets because they are very strong. 

Due to the above mentioned properties, they are also used as semiconductors in electrical 

circuits. 

The nanotube's structure allows it to be used as a container for transporting a drug in the 

body. A molecule of the drug can be placed inside the nanotube cage. This keeps the drug 

'wrapped up' until it reaches the site where it is needed. In this way, a dose that might be 

damaging to other parts of the body can be delivered safely to, for example, a tumour. 

Q Source: AR: Page 61: Science Xth Standard NCERT 

 

RTM Dec 2019  
Similar Question: 

• Asked in:  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/23/insights-current-affairs-21-

december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/23/insights-current-affairs-21-december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/23/insights-current-affairs-21-december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

Public Key Infrastructure  
UPSC question 

Q6. In India, The term “Public Key Infrastructure” is used in the context of? 

(a) Digital security infrastructure 

(b) Food security infrastructure 

(c) Health care and education infrastructure 

(d) Telecommunication and transportation infrastructure 

Answer: A 

 

Insights question 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 20 

PKI covered in statement 4 and explanation of S4.  

19. With reference to Digital Signature Certificates (DSCs) in India and related agencies, 

consider the following statements.  

1. The Information Technology Act, 2000, provides for the establishment of a 

Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA).  

2. CCA licenses and regulate the working of Certifying Authorities (CAs) which issue 

DSCs for electronic authentication of users. 

3. CCA maintains the Repository of Digital Certificates, which contains all the 

certificates issued to the CAs in the country. 



4. The Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) of India comprises the CCA and the CAs.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4   

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: b)  

Justification: Statement 1:  The Information Technology Act, 2000 provides the required 

legal sanctity to the digital signatures based on asymmetric cryptosystems. The digital 

signatures are now accepted at par with handwritten signatures and the electronic 

documents that have been digitally signed are treated at par with paper documents. 

The IT Act provides for the Controller of Certifying Authorities(CCA) to license and regulate 

the working of Certifying Authorities. The Certifying Authorities (CAs) issue digital signature 

certificates for electronic authentication of users. 

The Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) has been appointed by the Central 

Government under section 17 of the Act for purposes of the IT Act. It aims at promoting the 

growth of E-Commerce and E- Governance through the wide use of digital signatures. 

Statement 2: The Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) has established the Root 

Certifying Authority (RCAI) of India under section 18(b) of the IT Act to digitally sign the 

public keys of Certifying Authorities (CA) in the country. The RCAI is operated as per the 

standards laid down under the Act. 

Statement 3: The CCA certifies the public keys of CAs using its own private key, which 

enables users in the cyberspace to verify that a given certificate is issued by a licensed CA. 

For this purpose it operates, the Root Certifying Authority of India(RCAI). The CCA also 

maintains the Repository of Digital Certificates, which contains all the certificates issued to 

the CAs in the country. 

Statement 4:  The Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) in the country is realized through the 

establishment of licensed CAs. The Public Key Infrastructure of India comprises the CCA and 

the CAs, with CCA being at the root of the trust chain in India.  CCA certifies the CA Public 

Keys and issue certificate. 

Q Source: Ch 8: IYB 2019 

http://www.cca.gov.in/about.html  

 

http://www.cca.gov.in/about.html


Pneumococcal Vaccine 
UPSC question 

What is the importance of using pneumococcal conjugate vaccines in India? 

1. These vaccines are effective against pneumonia as well as meningitis and sepsis. 

2. Dependence on antibiotics that are not effective against drug-resistant bacteria can be 

reduced. 

3. These vaccines have no side effects and cause no allergic reactions 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Insights question 

2020 Textbook Series, Test 21 

We covered this partly in the explanation, scroll below.  

Q42. Vaccines for which of the following diseases are already being administered in India?   

 1. Measles Rubella (MR) 

 2. Japanese Encephalitis 

 3. Diarrhoea 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3   

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: c)  

Justification: These are some of the important vaccines mentioned by the IYB: 



Rotavirus Vaccine: This vaccine was launched in March 2016 in Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh and Odisha, to reduce the burden of diarrhoea caused by Rotavirus. It has 

been expanded to five more states namely, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tripura and 

Tamil Nadu. Approximately 88.73 lakh doses of Rotavirus vaccine have been administered to 

children since its introduction.  

Rubella Vaccine as Measles Rubella (MR) Vaccine: MR vaccination campaign targeting 

children from 9 months up to 15 years of age, was launched in 2017 in five states viz., 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Lakshadweep and Puducherry where subsequent to 

completion of campaign the MR vaccine was introduced in routine immunization replacing 

measles containing vaccine 1 & 2 at 9-12 months and 16-24 months of age.  

Adult JE vaccine: Japanese Encephalitis vaccination in children was introduced in 2006. 

However, the vaccine was expanded in adult population of districts with high disease 

burden in 2015. A total of 35 districts have been identified for adult JE vaccination in Assam, 

Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.  

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV): This vaccine is provided to reduce child deaths due 

to pneumonia - which is a major cause of child mortality. It was launched in 2017 in 3 states 

i.e. in Himachal Pradesh (12 districts), Uttar Pradesh (6 districts) and Bihar (17 districts) in 

the first phase 

Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV): In concurrence with the World Polio End Game strategy, IPV 

was introduced in November 2015 in six states and expanded throughout the country by 

June 2016. Till August 2017, around 2.79 crore doses of IPV have been administered to 

children since its introduction.   

Q Source: Ch 16: IYB 2019  

 

 

 

Benzene Pollution 
UPSC question 

Q8. Which of the following are the reasons/factors for exposure to benzene pollution? 

1. Automobile exhaust 

2. Tobacco smoke 

3. Wood burning 

4. Using varnished wooden furniture 



5. Using products made of polyurethane  

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: D 

 

Insights questions 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 35 
Benzene pollution covered partially through several different questions.  

Q28. Which of the following pollutants come from the automobile exhaust?    

 1. Benzene 

2. Formaldehyde 

3. Polycyclic hydrocarbons  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3  

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 only  

Solution: b) 

Justification: Carbon Monoxide, Nitrogen dioxide  (NO2), Nitrous  oxide (N2O), Sulphur 

dioxide, Suspended particles, PM-10 particles less than 10 microns in size, Benzene, 

Formaldehyde, Polycyclic hydrocarbons are some of the harmful things coming from the 

automobile exhaust.  

These pollutants cause smog which is the haze in the atmosphere accompanied by high 

levels of ozone and nitrogen oxides, caused by the action of sunlight on pollutants. 

Out of all these pollutants, PM 2.5 is especially harmful for our respiratory system.  

Q Source: 12th Chemistry NCERT  

 

 



2021 Textbook Test Series, Test 3  
Q18. The majority of the World’s Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) production is deployed 

for synthetic fibres raising significant environmental concerns. Consider the following about 

it.  

 1. PET cannot be degraded by any species of bacteria.   

 2. PET resin generates toxic emissions of nickel and Benzene.   

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: b) 

Justification:  It is the most common thermoplastic polymer resin of the polyester family 

and is used in fibres for clothing, containers for liquids and foods, thermoforming for 

manufacturing, and in combination with glass fibre for engineering resins. 

At least one species of bacterium in the genus Nocardia can degrade PET with an esterase 

enzyme. 

Japanese scientists have isolated a bacterium Ideonella sakaiensis that possesses two 

enzymes which can break down the PET into smaller pieces that the bacterium can digest.   

Manufacturing PET resin generates more toxic emissions (nickel, ethyl benzene, ethylene 

oxide, benzene) than manufacturing glass. Producing a 16 oz. PET bottle generates more 

than 100 times the toxic emissions to air and water than making the same size bottle out 

of glass. 

In 2016, it was estimated that 56 million tons of PET are produced each year. While most 

thermoplastics can, in principle, be recycled, PET bottle recycling is more practical than 

many other plastic applications because of the high value of the resin and the almost 

exclusive use of PET for widely used water and carbonated soft drink bottling. 

Q Source: AR: Page 35: Science 8th NCERT 

 

Financial crisis and full capital account convertibility  
UPSC question 

Q9. If another global financial crisis happens in the near future , which of the following 

actions/policies are most likely to give some immunity to India? 

1. Not depending on the short term foreign borrowing. 



2. Opening up to more foreign banks 

3. Maintaining full capital account convertibility 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

 

Insights question 

2020 Open Mock 2 Q28  
Q28. If full account convertibility is achieved by India, it will give rise to which of the 

following possibilities?  

1. Indian businesses will be able to issue foreign currency-denominated debt to local 

Indian investors in any amount. 

2. Indian businesses will be able to hold foreign currency deposits in local Indian 

banks for capital requirements in any amount. 

3. Indian banks will be able to borrow and/or lend to foreign banks in foreign 

currencies in any amount. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 

Justification: Convertibility is the ease with which a country's currency can be converted 

into gold or another currency through global exchanges. 

• India's rupee is a partially convertible currency—rupees can be exchanged at market 

rates in certain cases, but approval is required for larger amounts. 

• Making the rupee a fully convertible currency would mean increased liquidity 

in financial markets, improved employment and business opportunities, and 

easy access to capital. 



• Some of the disadvantages include higher volatility, an increased burden of 

foreign debt, and an effect on the balance of trade and exports. 

The Tarapore Committee, which was tasked with assessing the full convertibility of the 

rupee, has noted these benefits after full rupee convertibility, including: 

Indian businesses will be able to issue foreign currency-denominated debt to local Indian 

investors. 

Indian businesses will be able to hold foreign currency deposits in local Indian banks for 

capital requirements. 

Indian banks will be able to borrow and/or lend to foreign banks in foreign currencies. 

Easy options to buy/sell gold freely and offer gold-based deposits and loans with higher (or 

even uncapped) limits. 

There is a possibility that all these benefits may come with a cap (i.e. have to adhere to 

government restrictions), but they can be uncapped as well.  

Q Source: https://www.investopedia.com/articles/forex/083115/pros-and-cons-fully-

convertible-rupee.asp 

 

Fort William college  
 

UPSC question 

Wellesley established the Fort William college at Calcutta because: 

(a) He was asked by the board of directors at London to do so 

(b) He wanted to revive interest in oriental learning in India 

(c) He wanted to provide William Carey and his associates with employment 

(d) He wanted to train British civilians for administrative purpose in India. 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

Test 16 - Subject Wise Test Series – Q8 
Consider the following statements 

1. The Calcutta Madrasah was established by Jonathan Duncan 

2. The Sanskrit College was established by Warren Hastings  

3. Fort William College was set up by Wellesley in 1800 for training of civil servants 

https://www.investopedia.com/articles/forex/083115/pros-and-cons-fully-convertible-rupee.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/forex/083115/pros-and-cons-fully-convertible-rupee.asp


Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None 

Solution: B 

The Calcutta Madrasah was established by Warren Hastings in 1781 for the study of 

Muslim law and related subjects. Hence Statement 1 is incorrect. 

The Sanskrit College was established by Jonathan Duncan, the resident, at Benaras in 1791 

for study of Hindu law and philosophy. Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

Fort William College was set up by Wellesley in 1800 for training of civil servants of the 

Company in languages and customs of Indians (closed in 1802). 

 

 

Ulgulan 
UPSC Question 

Q15. With reference to the history of India, ‘ulgulan’ or the great tumult is the description of 

the which of the following? 

(a) The revolt of 1857 

(b) The Mappila rebellion of 1921 

(c) The Indigo revolt of 1859-1860 

(d) Birsa Munda’s revolt of 1899-1900 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

Insights Oct 2019 Static Quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Munda Revolt. 
 1. It was against the destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the 
intrusion of traders and moneylenders. 
 2. Jagirdars and thikadars supported the Mundas in their revolt. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 



 c) Both 
 d) None  
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Munda Revolt For over three decades, the Munda sardars of Chhotanagpur had been 
struggling against the destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion 
of jagirdars, thikadars (revenue farmers) and traders-moneylenders. During the last decade 
of the nineteenth century, the Mundas rose under Birsa Munda in a religious movement or 
rebellion ("ulgulan") with an agrarian and political content. They aimed to establish a 
Munda rule in the land by killing thikadars, jagirdars, rajas and halcims. To bring about the 
liberation, Birsa gathered a force of 6,000 Mundas armed with swords, spears, battle-axes, 
and bows and arrows. Birsa was, however, captured in 1900 and he died in jail the same 
year. 
 

 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 40  
We covered Ulgulan in the explanation of Munda rebellion.  

Q15. Match the following major tribal uprisings with their respective regions.  

 1. Munda Rebellion (1899-1900): Chhotanagpur 

2. Kandh Uprising (1837-56): Maikal Hills 

3. Ho Uprising (1820s): Nilgiri Hills 

4. Kol Mutiny (1831): Panchgani Hills   

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Solution: a)  

Justification: Statement 1: Munda Revolt For over three decades, the Munda sardars of 

Chhotanagpur had been struggling against the destruction of their system of common land-

holdings by the intrusion of jagirdars, thikadars (revenue farmers) and traders 

moneylenders.  

During the last decade of the nineteenth century, the Mundas rose under Birsa Munda in a 

religious movement or rebellion ("ulgulan") with an agrarian and political content. They 

aimed to establish a Munda rule in the land by killing thikadars, jagirdars, rajas and halcims. 

To bring about the liberation, Birsa gathered a force of 6,000 Mundas armed with swords, 



spears, battle-axes, and bows and arrows. Birsa was, however, captured in 1900 and he died 

in jail the same year. 

Statement 2:  Ho Rising The Ho and Munda tribesmen of Chhotanagpur challenged the 

Company's forces in 1820-22, 'then again in 1831, and the area remained disturbed till 1837. 

Statement 3:  Kol Mutiny (1831) This coveredand of The trouble started with largescale 

transfers of land from Kol headmen (Mundas) to outsiders like Sikh and Muslim farmers. The 

Kols of Chhotanagpur resented this and in 1831, the Kol rebels killed or burnt about a 

thousand outsiders. Only after large-scale military operations could order be restored. 

This covered Ranchi, Singhbhum, Hazaribagh, Palamau and the western parts of Manbhum. 

The trouble started with large-scale transfers of land from Kol headmen (Mundas) to 

outsiders like Sikh and Muslim farmers. 

Statement 4: This covered Ghumsar, China- ki -Medi, Kalahandi and Patna. The Kandhs 

retaliated under Chakra Bisoi against the British efforts to put an end to the Kandh’s practice 

of human sacrifice (Mariah) first through persuasion and later through force. The Kandhs 

fought with tangis—a sort of battle axe—bows and arrows and even swords. 

Q Source: Major tribal movements  

 

Indigo demand  
UPSC question 

Indigo cultivation in India declined by the beginning of the 20th century because of 

(a) Peasants resistance to the oppressive conduct of planters 

(b) Its unprofitable in the world market because of new inventions 

(c) National leaders’ opposition to the cultivation of Indigo 

(d) Government control over the planters 

 

Insights question 

2020 Subject-wise Series – Test 3 Q14 

This was covered scantily in the explanation again. See last few lines.  



 

 

 

Panini Amarsimha Kalidasa  
 

UPSC question 

With reference to the Scholars/literatures of ancient India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Panini is associated with Pushyamitra 

2. Amarsimha is associated with Harshavardhana 

3. Kalidasa is associated with chandragupta-II 



Which of the above given statements is/are correct- 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 

We covered only Kalidasa.  

Subject Wise Test Series Test 14 – Q42 
Consider the following statements: 

1. Kalidasa was the court poet under the patronage of Chandragupta II. 

2. The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Fa Hien visited India during reign of Chandragupta I 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: A 

Chandragupta II is remembered for his patronage of art and literature. He is credited with 

maintaining nine luminaries (navaratna) in his court. 

The great Sanskrit poet and playwright Kalidasa was the most notable of them all. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Fa Hien (AD 404–411) visited India during his reign. Hence, 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

 

Artificial Intelligence 
UPSC question 

Q18. With the present state of development Artificial Intelligence can effectively do which of 

the following? 



1. Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units 

2. Create meaningful short stories and songs 

3. Disease diagnosis 

4. Text to speech conversation 

5. Wireless transmission of electrical energy 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

The UPSC Q could be partially solved with the explanation of the Q below. We covered an 

even more specific topic on AI. See the LEARNING PART of the question below which covers 

text-to-speech and medical diagnostics as uses of AI and deep learning. 

Open Test 5, 2020 
7. Consider the following about Deep Learning, which is an Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

technology. 

 1. Deep learning is a sub-field of machine learning.  

2. It employs artificial neural networks with multiple abstraction layers to recognize 

patterns. 

 3. It teaches computer to learn through examples.  

 4. It can potentially detect frauds and money laundering cases on cyber networks.  

 5. It can only learn from structured data sets.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2 and 5 only 



Solution: a)  

Background and Justification:  Machine learning at its most basic is the practice of using 

algorithms to parse data, learn from it, and then make a determination or prediction about 

something in the world. So rather than hand-coding software routines with a specific set of 

instructions to accomplish a particular task, the machine is “trained” using large amounts of 

data and algorithms that give it the ability to learn how to perform the task. 

These are currently used in a wide range of enterprise applications, mostly involving 

prediction or classification. Sample vendors: Amazon, Fractal Analytics, Google, H2O.ai, 

Microsoft, SAS, Skytree. 

Deep Learning is a special type of machine learning consisting of artificial neural networks 

with multiple abstraction layers. It imitates the workings of the human brain in processing 

data and creating patterns for use in decision making. Currently primarily used in pattern 

recognition and classification applications supported by very large data sets. Sample 

vendors: Deep Instinct, Ersatz Labs, Fluid AI, MathWorks, Peltarion, Saffron Technology, 

Sentient Technologies. 

Information passes through these networks, affecting their structure. They can change or 

“learn” – based on output and input. The learning comes from observing sets of data or 

examples.  Deep learning is a growing trend in AI, pairing well with large data applications. 

Deep Instinct, Fluid AI, MathWorks, Ersatz Labs, Sentient Technologies, Peltarion and 

Saffron Technology are companies to watch. 

 



Deep learning is an AI function that mimics the workings of the human brain in processing 

data for use in detecting objects, recognizing speech, translating languages, and making 

decisions. 

Deep learning AI is able to learn without human supervision, drawing from data that is 

both unstructured and unlabeled. 

Deep learning, a form of machine learning, can be used to help detect fraud or money 

laundering, among other functions. 

• A traditional approach to detecting fraud or money laundering might rely on the amount of 

transaction that ensues, while a deep learning nonlinear technique would include time, 

geographic location, IP address, type of retailer, and any other feature that is likely to point to 

fraudulent activity. 

Learning: Deep learning architectures such as deep neural networks, deep belief networks, 

recurrent neural networks and convolutional neural networks have been applied to fields 

including computer vision, machine vision, speech recognition, natural language 

processing, audio recognition, social network filtering, machine translation, 

bioinformatics, drug design, medical image analysis, material inspection and board game 

programs, where they have produced results comparable to and in some cases surpassing 

human expert performance. 

Q Source: Often in news due to AI  

  

 

Visible Light Communication 
UPSC question 

Q19. With reference to the “Visible Light Communication” technology, Which of the 

following statements are correct? 

1. VLC uses electromagnetic spectrum wavelengths 375 to 780 nm 

2. VLC is known as long range optical wireless communication 

3. VLC can transmit large amounts of data faster than bluetooth 

4. VLC has no electromagnetic interference 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 



(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 24 
We covered VLC mainly in the JUSTIFICATION of this question. See below.  

Q1. What is the difference between the two technologies of Free space optical (FSO) 

communication and Visible light communication (VLC)  

1. FSO communication is not constrained to visible light as in the case of VLC.  

2. FSO often uses LEDs rather than laser diodes that are used in VLCs for 

transmission.   

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a)  

Concept Background: The Radio Frequency (RF) communication suffers from interference 

and high latency issues.  

Along with this, RF communication requires a separate setup for transmission and reception 

of RF waves.  

Overcoming the above limitations, Visible Light Communication (VLC) is a preferred 

communication technique because of its high bandwidth and immunity to interference from 

electromagnetic sources.  

The revolution in the field of solid state lighting leads to the replacement of florescent 

lamps by Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) which further motivates the usage of VLC. 

Justification: VLC is a data communications variant which uses visible light between 400 and 

800 THz (780–375 nm). VLC is a subset of optical wireless communications technologies. 

The technology uses fluorescent lamps (ordinary lamps, not special communications 

devices) to transmit signals at 10 kbit/s, or LEDs for up to 500 Mbit/s. 

Specially designed electronic devices generally containing a photodiode receive signals from 

light sources. Recently Organic LEDs (OLED) have been used as optical transceivers to build 

up VLC communication links up to 10 Mbit/s 



Free space optical (FSO) communication is similar to VLC but is not constrained to visible 

light, so ultraviolet (UV) and infrared (IR) also fall into the FSO category.  

Additionally, there is no illumination requirement for FSO and so this tends to be used in 

narrow beams of focussed light for applications such as communication links between 

buildings. FSO often uses laser diodes rather than LEDs for the transmission. 

 

The above image is of FSO, the image below is VLC.  

 

Q Source: http://visiblelightcomm.com/what-is-visible-light-communication-vlc/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visible_light_communication 

http://visiblelightcomm.com/what-is-visible-light-communication-vlc/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visible_light_communication


http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-01-february-

2018/ 

 

 

Blockchain Technology 
UPSC question 

Q20. With reference to the Blockchain Technology, consider the following statements: 

1. It is a public ledger that everyone can inspect, which no single user controls  

2. The structure and design of blockchain is such that all the data in it are about 

cryptocurrency only 

3. Applications that depend on the basic features of blockchain can be developed 

without anybody’s permission 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 26 
Q27. Consider the following about Blockchain technology.  

 1. It is a centralized ledger that records financial transactions with the  use of an 

intermediary.  

 2. A blockchain is secure because a user cannot manipulate or modify  it without 

the approval of the regulating authority.  

 3. Each block is ‘chained’ to the next block using a cryptographic  signature for 

enhanced security.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-01-february-2018/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-01-february-2018/


c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: c)  

Justification: It is the digital and decentralized ledger that records transactions without the 

need for a financial intermediary, which in most cases is a bank.  

• A blockchain is an anonymous online ledger that uses data structure to simplify the 

way we transact.  

• Blockchain allows users to manipulate the ledger in a secure way without the help of 

a third party. 

• Blockchain enables two entities that do not know each other to agree that 

something is true without the need of a third party.  

• As opposed to writing entries into a single sheet of paper, a blockchain is a 

distributed database that takes a number of inputs and places them into a block.  

• Each block is then ‘chained’ to the next block using a cryptographic signature.  

• This allows blockchains to be used as a ledger which is accessible by anyone with 

permission to do so.   

If everyone in the process is pre-selected, the ledger is termed ‘permissioned’. If the process 

is open to the whole world, the ledger is called unpermissioned. 

Q Source: http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-22-

february-2018/ 

 

Parliamentary System 
UPSC question 
A parliamentary system of government is one which  
(a) All political parties in the parliament are represented in the government  
(b) The government is responsible to the Parliament and can be removed by it  
(c) The government is elected by the people and can be removed by them 
(d) The government is chosen by the parliament but can not be removed by it before 
completion of a fixed term 
Answer: B 
 
 

Insights Sep 2020 Static Quiz 

In the Indian Parliamentary model of Government 
a) The Executive is responsible to none but Constitutional ideals  
b) The Judiciary controls the Executive 
c) The Executive is responsible to the Legislature  
d) The Legislature controls the Judiciary  
 
Solution: c)  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-22-february-2018/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/02/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-22-february-2018/


 
The relationship between the executive and the legislature in a parliamentary system is 
called responsible government. 
Here the executive branch derives its democratic legitimacy from its ability to command the 
confidence of the legislative branch. Legislature also holds the executive accountable.  
 
 

Welfare State 
UPSC question 
Which part of the constitution of India declares the ideals of welfare state?  
(a) Directive Principles of State policy 
(b) Fundamental Rights 
(c) Preamble 
(d) Seventh schedule 
Answer: A 
 
 

Insights Dec 2019 static quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Directive Principles of State Policy. 
 1. These are the constitutional instructions to the State in legislative, executive and 
administrative matters. 
 2. They seek to establish economic and social democracy in the country. 
 3. To secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country is part of 
socialistic principles. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The phrase ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ denotes the ideals that the State should 
keep in mind while formulating policies and enacting laws. These are the constitutional 
instructions or recommendations to the State in legislative, executive and administrative 
matters. 
The Directive Principles constitute a very comprehensive economic, social and political 
programme for a modern democratic State. They aim at realising the high ideals of justice, 
liberty, equality and fraternity as 
outlined in the Preamble to the Constitution. They embody the concept of a ‘welfare state’ 
and not that of a ‘police state’, which existed during the colonial era3. In brief, they seek to 
establish economic and social democracy in the country. 
 
To secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country (Article 44)- Liberal–
Intellectual Principle. 
 



 

Basic structure and Judicial Review 
UPSC question  
Consider the following statements  

1. The constitution of India defines its basic structure in terms of federalism, 
secularism, fundamental rights and democracy 

2. The constitution of India provides for the ‘judicial review’ to safeguard the 
citizen’s liberties and to preserve the ideals on which the constitution is 
based. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer: B 
 

Insights May 2020 static Quiz 
The Parliament under Article 368 can amend any part of the Constitution without affecting 
‘basic structure’ of the Constitution, that includes:   

1. Harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles 
2. Principle of equality 
3. Free and fair elections 
4. Independence of Judiciary 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: d)  

 
Even though the basic structure doctrine was given by the SC, it is yet to define or clarify as 
to what constitutes the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution. It is not mentioned anywhere in 
the constitution, and our understanding of the basic structure comes from the various 
judgements of the court.   
The following have emerged as ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution:   

• Supremacy of the Constitution; Sovereign, democratic and republican nature of the 
Indian polity; Secular character of the Constitution 

• Separation of powers between the legislature, the executive and the judiciary; 
Federal character of the Constitution; Unity and integrity of the nation; Welfare state 
(socio-economic justice) 

• Judicial review; Freedom and dignity of the individual; Parliamentary system; Rule of 
law; Harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles; 
Principle of equality 



• Free and fair elections; Independence of Judiciary; Limited power of Parliament to 
amend the Constitution; Effective access to justice; Principle of reasonableness; 
Powers of the Supreme Court under Articles 32, 136, 141 and 142; Powers of the 
High Courts under Articles 226 and 227. 

 

Insights May 2020 static quiz 
Which of the following statements is/are incorrect regarding Judicial Review?  

1. Indian Constitution confers the power of judicial review to Supreme Court only.  
2. The purpose of the judicial review is to review constitutional amendments only.  
3. Judicial review is not a part of the basic structure of the constitution.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: c) 

 
In India the Constitution confers the power of judicial review on the judiciary (both the 
Supreme Court as well as High Courts). Further, the Supreme Court has declared the power 
of judicial review as a basic feature of the Constitution or an element of the basic structure 
of the Constitution. Hence, the power of judicial review cannot be curtailed or excluded 
even by a constitutional amendment. 
Judicial review can be classified into the following three categories: 

1. Judicial review of constitutional amendments. 
2. Judicial review of legislation of the Parliament and State Legislatures and 
subordinate legislations. 
3. Judicial review of administrative action of the Union and State and authorities 
under the state. 

 
 
 

Separation of Judiciary from Executive 
 
UPSC question 
In India, separation of judiciary from executive is enjoined by 
(a) The preamble of the constitution 
(b) The directive principles of state policy 
(c) The seventh schedule 
(d) The conventional practice 
Answer: B 
Straightforward Q. 
 
 
Insights question 



Test 18 Subject wise Test series  

QUESTION NUMBER 12 

Consider the following statements 
1.  Article 3 provides for formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries or 
names of existing states. 
2. Article 29 provides for right of minorities to establish and administer educational 
institutions 
3.  Article 48 provides for the separation of judiciary from executive 
Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 
Solution: B 
Article 3 provides for formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries or names 
of existing states. Hence Statement 1 is correct. 
Article 30 provides for right of minorities to establish and administer educational 
institutions. Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 
Article 50 provides for the separation of judiciary from executive. Hence Statement 3 is 
incorrect. 
 

Preamble 
UPSC question 
The preamble to the constitution of India is  
(a) A part of the constitution but has no legal effect  
(b) Not a part of the constitution and has no legal effect either  
(c) A part of the constitution and has the same legal effect as any other part  
(d) A part of the constitution but has no legal effect independently of other part.  
Answer: D  
 
 

Insights Sep 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Preamble 

1. The 44th Constitutional Amendment Act, added three new words—socialist, 
secular and integrity-to the Preamble. 
2. The Preamble is neither a source of power to legislature nor a prohibition upon 
the powers of legislature  
3. In the Kesavananda Bharati case, the Supreme Court held that Preamble is a part 
of the Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2, 3  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2  



 
Solution: a) 

 
42nd Constitutional Amendment Act (1976), added three new words— socialist, secular and 
integrity- to the Preamble. 
 
The Preamble is neither a source of power to legislature nor a prohibition upon the powers 
of legislature. 
It is non-justiciable, that is, its provisions are not enforceable in courts of law. 
 
In the Kesavananda Bharati case, the Supreme Court held that Preamble is a part of the 
Constitution. 
 
 

Representation of People Act, 1951  
UPSC question 

Consider the following statements 

1. According to Constitution of India, A person who eligible to vote can be made a 

minister in a state for six months even if he/she is not a member of the legislature of 

that state 

2. According to the representation of people act, 1951, a person convicted of a criminal 

offence and sentenced to imprisonment for at least five years is permanently 

disqualified from contesting an election even after his release from prison. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Insights RTM: 

• Option 2: Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/insights-

current-affairs-14-february-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/insights-current-affairs-14-february-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/insights-current-affairs-14-february-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

 

Stateless Society  
UPSC question 

24. One common agreement between Gandhism and Marxism is 

(a) The final goal of a stateless society  

(b) Class struggle 

(c) Abolition of private property 

(d) Economic determinism 

Answer: A 

 

 

Insights question 

We covered from the side of Gandhi on Stateless society, and Marxism from the perspective 

of class struggle.  

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 30  
Q61. The concept of ‘Ram Rajya’ as given by Mahatma Gandhi was 

1. A society governed by a non-secular Hindu constitution 

2. A centralized government that promotes a balance of socialism and capitalism  

3. A stateless society where every individual is powerful 

4. An open economy that trades intensively with the outside world 



Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1 and 4 only 

Solution: c) 

Learning: As per Gandhi, Ram-Rajya would be a state less society consisting of self-sufiicing, 

self-regulating, self governing village communities.  

• In fact, Gandhi s ideal state was a non-violent democratic state where social life 

would remain self-regulated. 

• In Ram-Rajya everyone is his own ruler. Manual work gives an opportunity to all who 

wish to take part in the government and the well-being of the state.  

• Here the powers are to be decentralized and equality is to prevail in every sphere of 

life.  

• Every individual is to be given fullest freedom to devote himself to social service 

according to his capacity.  

• Gandhi was opposed to heavy transport, courts, lawyers, the modem system of 

medicine and big cities. 

• According to Gandhi, self-control, self-discipline, self awareness and self-respect are 

the true marks of Ram-Rajya. 

Q Source: Improvisation: Past year SSC papers 

 

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 12 
A flavour of Marxism was covered in another question: 

Q45. “Class Conflict” is central to which of the following ideologies?   

a) Socialism 

b) Marxism 

c) Capitalism 

d) Fascism 

Solution: b)  



Learning: Class conflict is the tension or antagonism which exists in society due to 

competing socioeconomic interests and desires between people of different classes.  

The view that the class struggle provides the lever for radical social change for the majority 

is central to the work of Karl Marx and the anarchist Mikhail Bakunin. 

Class conflict can take many different forms: direct violence, such as wars fought for 

resources and cheap labor; indirect violence, such as deaths from poverty, starvation etc.  

Labour union against capitalists is an important example of class struggle. It is a typical 

example class conflict within capitalism. This class conflict is seen to occur primarily 

between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, and takes the form of conflict over hours of 

work, value of wages, division of profits, cost of consumer goods, the culture at work, 

control over parliament or bureaucracy, and economic inequality.  

Q Source: AR: Past year UPSC papers 

 

 

Bureaucracy 
UPSC question 

Q25. In the context of India which one of the following is the characteristic appropriate for 

Bureaucracy? 

(a) An agency for widening the scope for parliamentary democracy 

(b) An agency for strengthening the structure of federalism 

(c) An agency for facilitating the political stability and economic growth 

(d) An agency for the implementation of public policy 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 8 
Q20. The bureaucracy in India is expected to be politically neutral. Political neutrality implies 

that the bureaucracy will not? 

1. Take a purely political position on policy matters. 

2. Contest for political offices.  

3. Implement policies and schemes that have a political objective 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  



a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: a)  

Justification: Statement 1: Persons working in the State services (Civil servants) are required 

to act in the course of their duties in a politically neutral manner.  This includes the 

requirement to act impartially and to implement the Government's policies.  

The requirement that State servants must be apolitical when carrying out their duties, 

functions and powers.  

This means, essentially, that State servants must keep their jobs out of their politics and 

their politics out of their jobs. 

Statement 2:  If they contest for such offices, they will no longer be able to remain neutral in 

day to day administration and will tend to extract political gains from their actions.  

Statement 3:  Most policies have a political objective, for e.g. policy to distribute natural 

resources based on auctions, rather than first come first serve basis, clearly has a political 

objective. It is to curb the exploitation of political power by the high and mighty. But, civil 

servants must implement these policies, for e.g. by way of executing the auction sale.  

Q Source: Page 95: Indian Constitution at Work: NCERT XIth 

 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 17 
31. The principle of ‘political neutrality’ to be followed by Indian bureaucracy implies that 

1. Civil servants would not take a purely political position on policy matters. 

2. Civil servants would not implement schemes that have a political objective.  

Which of the above is/are correct?   

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) None  

Solution: a)  

Justification: Statement 1: Persons working in the State services (Civil servants) are required 

to act in the course of their duties in a politically neutral manner.  This includes the 

requirement to act impartially and to implement the Government's policies.  



The requirement that State servants must be apolitical when carrying out their duties, 

functions and powers.  

This means, essentially, that State servants must keep their jobs out of their politics and 

their politics out of their jobs. 

Also, they cannot contest for political offices, they will no longer be able to remain neutral 

in day to day administration and will tend to extract political gains from their actions.  

Statement 2:  Most policies have a political objective, for e.g. policy to distribute natural 

resources based on auctions, rather than first come first serve basis, clearly has a political 

objective. It is to curb the exploitation of political power by the high and mighty. But, civil 

servants must implement these policies, for e.g. by way of executing the auction sale.  

Q Source: Revision: Additional Research: Indian Constitution at Work: NCERT XIth 

 

 

 

Reserve Tranche  
UPSC question 

Q27. Gold tranche(Reserve tranche) refers to 

(a) A loan system of World bank 

(b) One of the operations of a central bank 

(c) A credit system of WTO granted to its members 

(d) A credit system granted by IMF to its members 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 21 
Q28. Consider the following statements. 

1. India’s foreign exchange reserves comprise foreign currency assets (FCAs), gold, 

SDRs and reserve tranche position (RTP) in the IMF.  

2. Accretion to foreign exchange reserves is the outcome of absorption of excess of 

capital flows balance over the current account financing needs. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 



b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2   

d) None of the above  

Solution:  

Justification: India’s foreign exchange reserves comprise foreign currency assets (FCAs), 

gold, SDRs and reserve tranche position (RTP) in the IMF. Accretion to foreign exchange 

reserves is the outcome of absorption of excess of capital flows balance over the current 

account financing needs and valuation gain/loss.  

In the recent past, trade deficit witnessed moderation, reflecting the impact of lower crude 

oil prices, among others. The level of foreign exchange reserves particularly foreign currency 

assets is largely the outcome of Reserve Bank of India’s intervention in the foreign exchange 

market to stabilise the rupee value.  

Foreign Exchange Reserves stood at US $ 421.7 billion by February 2018 as against US $ 370 

billion at end-March 2017. The current position is at a comfortable level to cushion the 

exchange rate volatility from any international macroeconomic uncertainty. 

Q Source: Ch 13: IYB 2019 

 

Insights Dec 2019 (static) 
Reserve Tranche is the economic term used in the context with 
 a) World Bank 
 b) World Trade Organisation 
 c) Reserve Bank of India 
 d) International Monetary Fund 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A reserve tranche is a portion of the required quota of currency each member country must 
provide to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) that can be utilized for its own 
purposes—without a service fee or economic reform conditions. 
 

 

DPSP 
UPSC question 

With reference to the provisions contained in part IV of the Constitution of India, 
Which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. They shall be enforceable by the courts 



2. They shall not be enforceable by any courts 
3. The principles laid down in this part are to influence the making of laws by the 

state. 
Select the correct answer using the given code below- 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
Answer: D 
 

Insights Dec 2019 (static) 
Consider the following statements regarding Directive Principles of State Policy. 
 1. These are the constitutional instructions to the State in legislative, executive and 
administrative matters. 
 2. They seek to establish economic and social democracy in the country. 
 3. To secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country is part of 
socialistic principles. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The phrase ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ denotes the ideals that the State should 
keep in mind while formulating policies and enacting laws. These are the constitutional 
instructions or recommendations to the State in legislative, executive and administrative 
matters. 
 
The Directive Principles constitute a very comprehensive economic, social and political 
programme for a modern democratic State. They aim at realising the high ideals of justice, 
liberty, equality and fraternity as outlined in the Preamble to the Constitution. They embody 
the concept of a ‘welfare state’ and not that of a ‘police state’, which existed during the 
colonial era3. In brief, they seek to establish economic and social 
democracy in the country. 
 

Insights Feb 2020 static quiz 
“It shall be the endeavour of every state and every local authority within the state to 
provide adequate facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of 
education to children belonging to linguistic minority groups.” This is a 
 1. Forms part of Fundamental rights under Part III of the Constitution 
 2. Provision made under an Act of Parliament 
 3. Justiciable in courts if not implemented by the Government of India 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 



 c) 1, 3 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
It forms a part of Directive principles. 
Apart from the Directives included in Part IV, there are some other Directives contained in 
other Parts of the Constitution. Instruction in mother tongue is a part of Article 350-A in Part 
XVII. 
Hence, all the above statements 1, 2 and 3 are wrong, as directive principles are non-
justiciable. 
 
 
 

Parliament Sessions 
UPSC question 

Consider the following statements:  
1. The president of India can summon a session of parliament at such a place as 

he/she thinks fit. 
2. The constitution of India provides for three sessions of the parliament in a 

year but it is not mandatory to conduct all the sessions  
3. There is no minimum number of days that the parliament is required to meet 

in a year 
Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
Answer: C 
 

Insights Jan 2019 Static Quiz 
Covered in explanation 
If you visit the Parliament of India, in ordinary circumstances you would NOT find it 
working in which of the following months? 

a) May 
b) June 
c) July 
d) December 
 
Solution: b) 

 
There are usually three sessions in a year, viz, 
Budget Session (February to May); 
Monsoon Session (July to September); and 
Winter Session (November to December). 



June comes under Summer vacation. 
The president from time to time summons each House of Parliament to meet. But, the 
maximum gap between two sessions of Parliament cannot be more than six months. The 
Parliament must meet at least twice a year. 
 

RS and LS 
UPSC question 
Rajyasabha has equal power with Loksabha in  
(a) The matter of creating new all India services 
(b) Amending the constitution 
(c) The removal of the government 
(d) Making cut motions 
Answer: B 
 

Insights Feb 2019 static quiz 
As per Article 368 of the Constitution, the amendment of the Indian constitution can be 
initiated in  

1. Lok Sabha  
2. Rajya Sabha  
3. State Legislatures 
4. The office of The President 

Choose the correct answer using the codes below.  
a) 1, 2 and 3 only  
b) 1 and 2 only  
c) 1, 2 and 4 only  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: b)  
 

An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the 
purpose in either House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures.  
It is true that the proposal for amendment may come from any of the options mentioned, 
but only after the executive clears it can it be put forth the Parliament. From here the 
formal process starts. 
 

Insights Apr 2020 static quiz 

The Rajya Sabha enjoys special positions that are not enjoyed by the Lok Sabha in which of 
the following provisions?  

1. Authorise the Parliament to make a law on a subject enumerated in the State List. 
2. Creation of new All-India Services.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  



 
Solution: c) 

 
Due to its federal character, the Rajya Sabha has been given two exclusive or special powers 
that are not enjoyed by the Lok Sabha: 
1. It can authorise the Parliament to make a law on a subject enumerated in the State List 
(Article 249). 
2. It can authorise the Parliament to create new All-India Services common to both the 
Centre and states (Article 312). 
 

Insights July 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements with reference to Motion of Thanks. 
 1. Amendments to Motion of Thanks can be moved in both the houses in such form 
as may be considered appropriate by the Speaker. 
 2.  The Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Notices of amendments to Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address can be tabled after 
the President has delivered his Address. Amendments may refer to matters contained in the 
Address as well as to matters, in the opinion of the member, the Address has failed to 
mention. Amendments can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form as may be 
considered appropriate by the Speaker in Lok Sabha and Chairman in Rajya Sabha. 
 

MPLADS 
UPSC question 

Q33. With reference to the funds under Member of Parliament Local Area 

Development(MPLADS)Scheme, which of the following statements are correct? 

1. MPLADS funds must be used to create durable assets like physical infrastructure for 

health, education etc. 

2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund must benefit SC/ST populations 

3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on an annual basis and the unused funds can not be 

carried forward to the next year. 

4. The district authority must inspect at least 10% of all works under implementation 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1 and 2 only 



(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2  and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Answer: D 

 

 

Insights question 

Covered quite to detail. See explanation for the part on SC/ST allocation.  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 20 
49. With reference to the guidelines of the Members of Parliament Local Area Development 

Scheme (MPLADS), consider the following statements.  

1. The Scheme is fully funded by the Government of India under which funds are 

released in the form of grants-in-aid directly to the district authorities.  

2. The elected Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective 

constituencies, but the elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works 

anywhere in the state from which they are elected.  

3. Nominated Members of the Parliament cannot recommend works for 

implementation, anywhere in the country except the constituency in which they are 

registered as a voter. 

4. The funds released under the Scheme are lapsable, i.e., the entitlement of funds 

not released in a particular year is not carried forward to the subsequent years.   

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4   

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 3 and 4 only 

Solution: a)  

Justification: The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) was 

launched in 1993. Initially, Ministry of Rural Development was the Nodal Ministry for this 

scheme. In October, 1994 this scheme was transferred to the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation. 



The extant guidelines on the Scheme were revised and published in 2016. The salient 

features of the Scheme include:  

a) The Scheme is fully funded by the Government of India under which funds are released in 

the form of grants-in-aid directly to the district authorities.  

b) The funds released under the Scheme are non-lapsable, i.e., the entitlement of funds not 

released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years, subject to eligibility. 

At present, the annual entitlement per MP/constituency is ₹ 5 crore.  

c) Under it, the role of the Members of Parliament is limited to recommend works. 

Thereafter, it is the responsibility of the district authority to sanction, execute and complete 

the works recommended within the stipulated time period.  

d) The elected Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective 

constituencies. The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere 

in the state from which they are elected. Nominated Members of the Parliament can 

recommend works for implementation, anywhere in the country.  

e) MPLADS works can be implemented in areas affected by natural calamities like floods, 

cyclone, hailstorm, avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, landslides, tornado, earthquake, 

drought, tsunami, fire and biological, chemical, radiological hazards, etc.  

f) In order to accord special attention to the development of areas inhabited by Scheduled 

Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), 15 per cent of MPLADS funds are to be utilized for 

areas inhabited by SC population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by ST population.  

) If an elected Member of Parliament finds the need, to contribute these funds, to a place 

outside that state/UT or outside the constituency within the state or both, the MP can 

recommend eligible works, under these Guidelines upto a maximum of ₹ 25 lakh in a 

financial year. Such a gesture will promote national unity, harmony, and fraternity among 

the people, at the grass roots level.  

h) The MP can spend a maximum of ₹ 20 lakh per year for giving assistance to Differently 

Abled Citizens for purchase of tri-cycles (including motorized tricycles), battery operated 

motorized wheel chair and artificial limbs; and aids for visually and hearing impaired 

Q Source: Ch 6: IYB 2019 

 

RTM Several places: 

• Asked in: 

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-

2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/26/insights-current-affairs-25-march-

2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-

2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/26/insights-current-affairs-25-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/26/insights-current-affairs-25-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-

2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

 

 

Insights Apr 2020 current affairs quiz 
Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) scheme is suspended 
for two years to boost the funding available for the COVID-19 fight. Earlier MPLADS funds 
were utilised for. 
 1. Purchase of Ambulances for sick/injured animals in Wildlife Sanctuaries and 
National Parks. 
 2. Purchase of books for schools, colleges and public library belonging to Central, 
States, UTs and Local Self-Government. 
 3. Construction of office and residential buildings for public and private agencies. 
 4. Works on lands belonging to religious groups 
Select the correct answer code: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-7-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Works which will serve greater public purpose and not purpose of few individuals need to 
be recommended. MPs can only recommend, but District Authorities have the ultimate 
power to sanction it. 
 
Key priority sectors: Drinking water facility, education, electricity facility, non-conventional 
energy resources, healthcare and sanitation, irrigation facilities, railways, roads, pathways 
and bridges, sports, agriculture and allied activities, self-help group development, urban 
development. 
 
Works not permitted: construction of office and residential buildings for public and private 
agencies, land acquisition or paying compensation, naming assets after individuals, grants or 
loans to state/central relief fund, assets for individual benefits, works on lands belonging to 
religious groups, execution of works in unauthorized colonies. 
 
Other works permitted: construction of railway halt station, providing CCTV camera in 
strategic locations, installation of bio-digesters at stations, schools, hospitals, provision for 
fixed weighing scale machines for farmers, installation of rainwater harvesting systems in 
public spaces, construction of shelters for skill development. 
 
 

Macroeconomic Framework statement 
UPSC question 

Q36. Along with the budget, the Finance Minister also places other documents before the 

parliament which include “The Macro Economic Framework Statement” The aforesaid 

document is presented because this mandated by 

(a) Long standing parliamentary convention 

(b) Article 112 and article 110(1) of the constitution of India 

(c) Article 114 of the Constitution of India 

(d) Provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management act, 2003 

Answer: D 

 

 

Insights question 



Thematic Test Series 2020, Test 8 
Q39. The list of Budget documents presented to the Parliament, as mandated by the 

Constitution or various statues/rules, include   

 1. Economic Survey of India  

 2. Statements mandated under the FRBM Act, 2005  

 3. Demands for Grants (DG) and Finance Bill  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: c)  

Justification: Economic Survey is not a mandatory requirement and it is not presented to 

the Parliament. The central government presents Economic Survey of India just ahead of the 

Union Budget every year (wherever possible). 

The following documents are presented: 

A. Annual Financial Statement (AFS) 

B. Demands for Grants (DG) 

C. Finance Bill 

D. Statements mandated under FRBM Act: 

i. Macro-Economic Framework Statement 

ii. Medium-Term Fiscal Policy cum Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement 

E. Expenditure Budget 

F. Receipt Budget 

G. Expenditure Profile 

H. Budget at a Glance 

The documents shown at Serial A, B, and C are mandated by Art. 112,113, and 110(a) of the 

Constitution of India respectively, while the documents at Serial No. D (i) and (ii) are 

presented as per the provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 

2003. Other documents are in the nature of explanatory statements supporting the 

mandated documents with narrative in a user-friendly format suited for quick or contextual 

references. 



Q Source: Budget Documents  

 

 

Universal Declaration on Human Rights 
UPSC question 

Q38. Other than the fundamental rights , Which of the following parts of the Constitution of 

India reflect/reflects the principles and provisions of the Universal declaration of human 

rights(1948)?  

1. Preamble 

2. Directive principles of state policy 

3. Fundamental duties 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

 

 

 

Insights question 

UPSC asked a more applied question – if you had gone through the question below, you 

should be able to mark it correctly.  

Thematic Test 2020, Test 6 
Q61. Consider the following about human rights as recognized internationally by the UN. 

 1. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 

2. Right to peaceful assembly is considered a fundamental right by the United 

Nations.  

3. Universal Declaration of Human Rights considers the right to elementary 

education, free of cost, to be a human right.   

Which of the above is/are correct? 



a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  

d) 2 only  

Solution: c)  

Justification: Universal declaration of human rights: 

S1:  Article 21. 

(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through 

freely chosen representatives. 

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 

and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

S2: Article 20. 

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 

(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

From a news article: “As authorities worldwide grapple with swelling demonstrations over 

issues like political rights and racial justice, a UN committee reaffirmed on Wednesday that 

protesting peacefully, online or in person, is a fundamental human right. 

The independent experts on the Human Rights Committee published a fresh interpretation 

of the right of peaceful assembly, offering comprehensive legal guidance about where and 

how it applies and also outlining governments’ obligations. The committee, made up of 18 

independent experts, is tasked with monitoring how countries implement the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which under Article 21 guarantees the right to 

peaceful assembly.” 

See here https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-

fundamental-right-un/article32226609.ece 

S3: Article 26:  

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 

and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and 

professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be 

equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 

strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 

understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and 

shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.    

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-fundamental-right-un/article32226609.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-fundamental-right-un/article32226609.ece


Q Source: Important questions from Insights previous tests  

Read more here https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-fundamental-

right-un/article32226609.ece 

 

 

 

Alma Ata Declaration and Hague convention 
UPSC question 

Q40. Consider the following pairs 

          International agreement/setup                     Subject 

1. Alma Ata declaration                              Healthcare of the people 

2. Hague convention                                  Biological and Chemical Weapons 

3. Talanoa dialogue                                    Global Climate Change 

4. Under2 Coalition                                     Child Rights 

Which of the pairs above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 4 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 

Open Test 1, 2020 
Question 8. With reference to global health, consider the following statements: 

1. It was the first international declaration underlining the importance of primary 

health care 

2. This declaration identified primary health care as the key to the attainment of the 

goal of "Health for All" around the globe 

Which of the following declarations do the above statements refer to? 

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-fundamental-right-un/article32226609.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protesting-is-a-fundamental-right-un/article32226609.ece


a) The Melbourne Demand for Action 

b) The Istanbul Declaration 

c) The Kolkata Call to Action 

d) The Alma Ata Declaration  

Solution: d) 

● The Declaration of Alma-Ata was adopted at the International Conference on 

Primary Health Care (PHC), Almaty (formerly Alma-Ata), Kazakhstan (formerly Kazakh 

Soviet Socialist Republic), 6–12 September 1978.  

● It expressed the need for urgent action by all governments, all health and 

development workers, and the world community to protect and promote the health 

of all people. 

●  It was the first international declaration underlining the importance of primary 

health care. The primary health care approach has since then been accepted by 

member countries of the World Health Organization (WHO) as the key to achieving 

the goal of "Health For All" but only in developing countries at first.  

● This applied to all other countries five years later.  

● The Alma-Ata Declaration of 1978 emerged as a major milestone of the twentieth 

century in the field of public health, and it identified primary health care as the key 

to the attainment of the goal of "Health for All" around the globe. 

About other declarations mentioned in the question: 

https://www.wfpha.org/policy-advocacy/declarations-en 

This fact is important as global health, especially accessibility, availability and affordability of 

Primary health is an important ongoing issue worldwide.  

 

Talanoa convention 

Subject wise Test series Test 17 
Q76. The Talanoa Dialogue, sometime seen in news, is part of 

(a) IUCN 

(b) UNEP 

(c) CITES 

(d) UNFCCC 

Solution: D 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_Health_Care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_Soviet_Socialist_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_Soviet_Socialist_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_health_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_health_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_For_All
https://www.wfpha.org/policy-advocacy/declarations-en


The political phase of the Talanoa Dialogue ended at 24th Conference of Parties (COP 24) to 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Katowice, 

Poland, with a “call to action” issued jointly by Fijian (COP23) and the Polish Presidency. 

The Talanoa Dialogue was convened as part of the UN climate talks. Talanoa is the Fijian 

traditional way of holding conversations to tackle collective issues. 

The objective of the dialogue is two-fold: to take stock of the progress of climate action 

since Paris Agreement adoption and to inform the next round of Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) with a view to raise climate ambition. The Talanoa platform was 

launched on January 10, 2018, and since then it received 473 inputs, 44 from parties and 

429 from non‐party stakeholders. 

Under the Talanoa process, stakeholders talked about the three agreed guiding questions 

on the climate crisis: 

· Where we are? 

· Where do we want to go? 

· How do we get there? 

Hence, option (d) is correct. 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/cop24-talanoa-dialogue-ends-with-

a-weak-declaration-62468 

 

 

Hague Convention covered in the explanation 

Open Test 1, 2020 
11. Consider the following statements.  

1. Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body that functions as the 

nodal body for adoption of Indian children. 

2. The main objective of Central Social Welfare Board (CSWB) is to provide microcredit to 

BPL households for various livelihood support and income generating activities at 

concessional terms.  

3. Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK) provides loans to NGO-MFIs termed as Intermediary 

Organizations (IMO) which on-lend to Self Help Groups (SHGs) of women.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/cop24-talanoa-dialogue-ends-with-a-weak-declaration-62468
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/cop24-talanoa-dialogue-ends-with-a-weak-declaration-62468


d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: b)  

Justification: Statement 1: Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body 

that functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor 

and regulate in-country and inter-country adoptions. CARA is designated as the central 

authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the provisions of the 

Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 

2003. CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children 

through its associated /recognised adoption agencies. 

Statement 2: It is wrong. The Central Social Welfare Board was established in 1953 to carry 

out welfare activities for promoting voluntarism, providing technical and financial assistance 

to the voluntary organisations (not to BPL households directly) for the general welfare of 

family, women and children. This was the first effort to set up an organization, which would 

work on the principle of voluntarism as a non-governmental organization. The objective of 

setting up the Board is to work as a link between the government and the people. 

Statement 3: Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK) was established in 1993 as an autonomous body 

and was registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860. RMK is a national level 

organization for socio-economic empowerment of women. The operating model currently 

followed by RMK is that of a facilitating agency wherein it provides loans to NGO-MFIs 

termed as Intermediary Organizations (IMO) which on-lend to Self Help Groups (SHGs) of 

women. In addition, RMK also has appointed nodal agencies and franchisees for furthering 

of its objectives of reaching out to the women beneficiaries with easy access of micro credit 

for income generating activities. The main objective of RMK is to provide microcredit to 

poor women for various livelihood sup- port and income generating activities at 

concessional terms in a client-friendly procedure to bring about their socio-economic 

development.  

Q Source: Ch on Social Welfare: IYB 2020 

 

 

RTM question 
Related Q: 

• Option2 (Hague Convention): Asked in: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/insights-current-affairs-6-march-

2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/insights-current-affairs-6-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/07/insights-current-affairs-6-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

Aurang – terms in Medieval India 
UPSC question 

Q41. With reference to the history of India consider the following pairs: 

1. Aurang                in-charge Of treasury of the state 

2. Banian                Indian agent of the East India Company 

3. Mirasidar             designated revenue payer to the state 

Which of the pairs above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: B 

 

 

Insights question 

We could only cover Aurang.  

2021 Textbook Test Series, Test 2 
Q53. 57. Consider the following statements.  

1. Tanti from Bengal and the Julahas or Momin weavers from north India are famous 

for weaving.  



 2. Aurang was a term used in Medieval India for weavers that worked in workshops.  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None  

Solution: a)  

Learning:  S1: Weavers often belonged to communities that specialised in weaving. Their 

skills were passed on from one generation to the next. The tanti weavers of Bengal, the 

julahas or momin weavers of north India, sale and kaikollar and devangs of south India are 

some of the communities famous for weaving. 

For coloured textiles, the thread was dyed by the dyer, known as rangrez. For printed cloth 

the weavers needed the help of specialist block printers known as chhipigars.  

S2: Aurang was a Persian term for a warehouse – a place where goods are collected before 

being sold. The term also refers to a workshop.  

Q Source: Page 85: History Standard 8th NCERT: Our pasts: Part II 

 

 

 

Hundis 
UPSC question 

Q45. Which of the following phrases defines the nature of the ‘Hundi’ generally referred to in 

sources of the Post Harsha period? 

(a) An advisory issued by the king to his subordinates 

(b) A diary to be maintained for daily routine 

(c) A bill of exchange 

(d) An order from the feudal lord to his subordinates 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 



2021 Textbook Test Series, Test 2  
52. Hundis in Medieval India are associated with  

a) Trading communities 

b) War taxes 

c) Religious tokens 

d) Land revenue  

Solution: a)  

Justification: Hundi is a note recording a deposit made by a person.  

The amount deposited can be claimed in another place by presenting the record of the 

deposit. 

The Kathiawad seths or mahajans (moneychangers) had huge banking houses at Surat. 

It is noteworthy that the Surat hundis were honoured in the far-off markets of Cairo in 

Egypt, Basra in Iraq and Antwerp in Belgium. 

Q Source: Page 84: Class 7th NCERT History: Our Pasts-II 

 

 

 

 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
UPSC question 

Q47. The Gandhi-Irwin pact included which of the following? 

1. Invitation to Congress to participate in the round table conference 

2. Withdrawal of ordinances promulgated in connection with the Civil Disobedience 

Movement 

3. Acceptance of Gandhiji’s suggestion for enquiry into police excesses 

4. Release of those prisoners who were not charged with violence 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1,2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 



(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: B 

 

Insights question 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 34 
62. What was agreed upon in the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 1931?   

 1. Setting up of a responsible government for an independent dominion of India 

2. Discontinuation of the civil disobedience movement by the Indian National 

Congress  

 3. Removal of the tax on salt 

4. Participation by the Indian National Congress in the Second Round Table 

Conference 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 3 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4   

Solution: b) 

Justification & Learning: Salient features of this pact were as following:  

• The Congress would participate in the Round Table Conference.  

• The Congress would discontinue the Civil Disobedience Movement.  

• The Government would withdraw all ordinances issued to curb the Congress.  

• The Government would withdraw all prosecutions relating to offenses other than 
violent one. 

• The Government would release all persons undergoing sentences of imprisonment 
for their activities in the civil disobedience movement. 

• Manufacture of salt by Indians will be allowed.  
 Q Source: Chapter 29: India’s Struggle for Independence: Bipin Chandra 

 

 

 

Fertigation 
UPSC question 



Q51. What are the advantages of fertigation in agriculture? 

 

1.Controlling the alkalinity of irrigation water is possible. 

2. Efficient application of Rock Phosphate and all other phosphatic fertilizers is possible. 

3. Increased availability of nutrients to plants is possible. 

4. Reduction in the leaching of chemical nutrients is possible. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

(b) 1,2 and 4 only 

 

(c) 1,3 and 4 only 

 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 

2017, Test 31   
64. What are the advantages of Fertigation, a method of application of fertilisers, as against 

conventional methods? 

1. Nutrients and water are supplied near the active root zone through fertigation.  

2. Efficiency of fertilizer application is higher as compared to conventional methods.  

3. Urea and nitrogen-based fertilizers are incompatible with fertigation, which 

reduces soil degradation that usually occurs due to fertilizers.   

4. Weed growth on the field can be controlled with fertigation.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Solution: c)  

Justification:  Fertigation is a method of fertilizer application in which fertilizer is 

incorporated within the irrigation water by the drip system. In this system fertilizer solution 

is distributed evenly in irrigation.  



Statement 1 and 2:  By this method, fertilizer use efficiency is increased from 80 to 90 per 

cent as they are delivered directly to roots via drip. As water and fertilizer are supplied 

evenly to all the crops through fertigation there is possibility for getting 25-50 per cent 

higher yield. 

Statement 3: Urea, potash and highly water soluble fertilizers are available for applying 

through fertigation. In fact, Urea is well suited for injection in micro irrigation system. It is 

highly soluble and dissolves in non-ionic form, so that it does not react with other 

substances in the water.   

Statement 4: Drip irrigation also avoids water spillage on the field which could have 

promoted weed growth. So, fertigation also helps control weed growth.  

Q Source: http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/agriculture/agri_nutrientmgt_fertigation.html 

  

Same question was repeated in RTM since it covers previous Textbook-based tests as well: 

RTM question 
Similar Q:” 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/08/insights-current-

affairs-7-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

 

 

 

Major/minor Minerals  

UPSC question 

http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/agriculture/agri_nutrientmgt_fertigation.html
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/08/insights-current-affairs-7-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/08/insights-current-affairs-7-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


52. Consider the following minerals: 

1. Bentonite 

2. Chromite 

3. Kyanite 

4. Sillimanite 

In India, which of the above is/are officially designated as major minerals? 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 4 only 

 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

Thematic Test 2020, Test 10 
We covered minor minerals of which – see Bentonite was one, see highlighted 

Bentonite in explanation. You could have marked the answer right if you knew 

Bentonite was a minor mineral.in explanation below.  

Q28. In addition to the minor minerals specified in the Mines and Minerals (Development 

and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR) Act, the Central Government has declared the following 

minerals as minor minerals:  

1. Lignite  

2. Brick-earth 

3. Gold  

4. Marble 

Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

(e) 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Solution: b)  

Justification: Major minerals are those specified in the first schedule appended in the Mines 

and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act 1957) and the common 



major minerals are Lignite, Coal, Uranium, iron ore, gold etc. It may be noted that there is 

no official definition for “major minerals” in the MMDR Act. Hence, whatever is not declared 

as a “minor mineral” may be treated as the major mineral. 

According to section 3(e) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 

1957 “Minor Minerals” means building stones, gravel, ordinary clay, ordinary sand other 

than sand used for prescribed purposes. 

India produces as many as 88 minerals which include 4 fuel minerals, 3 atomic minerals, 26 

metallic & non-metallic minerals and 55 minor minerals (including building and other 

materials and the recently notified 31 additional minerals). 

The central government has the power to notify “minor minerals” under section 3 (e) of the 

MMDR Act, 1957. On the other hand, as per Section 15 of the MMDR Act, 1957 State 

Governments have complete powers for making Rules for grant of concessions in respect of 

extraction of minor minerals and levy and collection of royalty on minor minerals. 

In addition to the minor minerals specified in Section 3(e) of the MMDR Act, the Central 

Government has declared the following minerals as minor minerals: 

▪ boulder, 

▪ shingle, 

▪ chalcedony pebbles used for ball mill purposes only, 

▪ lime shell, kankar and limestone used in kilns for manufacture of lime used as 

building material, 

▪ murrum, 

▪ brick-earth, 

▪ fuller’s earth, 

▪ bentonite, 

▪ road metal, 

▪ reh-matti, 

▪ slate and shale when used for building material, 

▪ marble, 

▪ stone used for making household utensils, 

▪ quartzite and sandstone when used for purposes of building or for making road 

metal and household utensils, 

▪ saltpeter and 

▪ ordinary earth (used or filling or leveling purposes in construction or embankments, 

roads, railways, building). 



The power to frame policy and legislation relating to minor minerals is entirely delegated to 

the State Governments while policy and legislation relating to the major minerals are dealt 

by the Ministry of Mines under Union /Central Government. So, S2 is incorrect and S3 is 

correct. 

 Q Source: AR: UPSC 2019  

 

 

 

Desert National Park 
UPSC question 

Q55. With reference to India’s Desert National Park, which of the following statements are 

correct? 

 

1. It is spread over two districts. 

 

2. There is no human habitation inside the Park. 

 

3. It is one of the natural habitats of Great Indian Bustard. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 

 

Insights question 

We covered various parts of the UPSC question via different questions.  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 39 
78. Consider the following about Desert National Park, Rajasthan. 

 1. It is the largest National park of India.  

 2. No indigenous/native birdlife belongs to this national park.   



 3. The blackbuck is a common antelope of this region. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: c) 

Justification: Hemis is the largest national park of India. Despite a fragile ecosystem there 

is an abundance of birdlife in Desert National Park. The region is a haven for migratory and 

resident birds of the desert. The endangered Indian bustard is the major attraction of Desert 

National Park.   

Gadsisar Sagar Tank tank is among the tourist places in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. Thousands of 

migratory birds come to this place every year.   

We have covered this park earlier; given now for revision purposes.  

Q Source: Major protected areas  

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 18 
45. Consider the following matches of National Parks with what they are known for: 

 1. Desert National Park: Great Indian Bustard 

 2. Dibru-Saikhowa National Park: Largest salix swamp forest in north-eastern India 

 3. Jaldapara National Park: Indian rhinoceros 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: d)  

Justification: Statement 1:  Despite a fragile ecosystem there is an abundance of birdlife. 

The region is a haven for migratory and resident birds of the desert. Many eagles, harriers, 

falcons, buzzards, kestrel and vultures.  



It is one of the largest national parks of India.  

Statement 2:  The park is bounded by the Brahmaputra and Lohit rivers in the north and 

Dibru river in the south. It mainly consists of moist mixed semi-evergreen forests, moist 

mixed deciduous forests, canebrakes and grasslands. It is the largest salix swamp forest in 

north-eastern India.  

Statement 3: Situated at the foothills of the Eastern Himalaya, it has the largest population 

of the Indian one horned rhinoceros in the state of WB, an animal threatened with 

extinction.  

Q Source: Protected areas in India 

 

 

Siachen Glacier  
UPSC question 

56. Siachen Glacier is situated to the 

 

(a) East of Aksai Chin 

 

(b) East of Leh 

 

(c)North of Gilgit 

 

(d) North of Nubra Valley 

Answer: D 

 

Insights May 2020 current affairs quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Siachen Glacier. 
 1. The Siachen Glacier is located in the Karakoram range in the Western Himalayas. 
 2. The glacier is the source of Nubra River, which is a tributary of Shyok river. 
 3. The region is home to rare species including snow leopard, brown bear and ibex. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Siachen glacier lies in the Karakoram Range system which is a part of western Himalayas. 



Lies to the south of the zone that separates Eurasion Plate with the Indian Plate, which is 
the result of convergence boundary interaction in geographical terms. 
The glacier is the source of many rivers including Nubra River, a tributary of Shyok, which is 
a part of the Indus River System. 
The region is also a home to rare species of snow leopard, brown bear etc which may be 
affected by military presence. This has led to talks in international forums about creating a 
“Peace Park” in the area and demilitarise it. 
 
 

Insights Test Series question 

We covered a slightly different aspect of Siachen Glacier – the location covered in 

explanation.  

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 31 
Q18. Which of these is the largest glacier in India and second longest glacier outside of the 

Polar Regions? 

a) Zemu Glacier 

b) Siachen Glacier 

c) Chandra Glacier 

d) Namik Glacier 

Solution: b) 

Justification: The world's largest glacier is the Lambert glacier in Antarctica. Second largest 

is Siachen which is located in the eastern Karakoram range in the Himalaya Mountains. 

Gangotri Glacier is also one of the largest glaciers in the Himalayas.  

Learning: The principal glaciers in Himalayas can be divided in four groups: 

• Punjab Himalaya Group of Glaciers 

• Garhwal Himalaya Group of Glaciers 

• Nepal Himalaya Group of Glaciers 

• Assam Himalaya Group of Glaciers 

Most glaciers lie in the states of Sikkim, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand. Few glaciers are also found in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Q Source: Human Geography – The Land by Pradeep Sharma  

 

 

Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam 
UPSC question 



2. Among the following Tiger Reserves, which one has the largest area under “Critical Tiger 

Habitat” ? 

(a) Corbett 

(b) Ranthambore 

(c) Nagarjunasagar- Srisailam 

(d) Sunderbans 

 

RTM question 
Related Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/insights-current-affairs-

29-july-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

 

•  

•  

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/insights-current-affairs-29-july-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/insights-current-affairs-29-july-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


Bhilsa and other places 
UPSC question 

57. With references to the history of India, consider the following pairs: 

 

Famous Place          Present State 

1. Bhilsa                  -Madhya Pradesh 

2. Dwarasamudra   -Maharashtra 

3. Girinagar             -Gujarat 

4. Sthanesvara       -Uttar Pradesh 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

 

(c)2 and 3 only 

 

(d) 2 and 4 only 

Answer: A 

 

 

Insights question 

We could cover only Bhilsa in our tests.  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 30 
Q55. Consider the following about “Bhilsa Topes”.  

1. It was an attempt by James Muller to establish the history of Buddhism based on 

architectural evidence.  

2. It was one of the earliest works on Sanchi.   

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) None of the above  

Solution: b)  



Learning: Cunningham had taken a keen interest in antiquities early in his career.  

In 1834 he wrote to the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, an appendix to James 

Prinsep's article on the relics in the Manikyala Tope.  

He had conducted excavations at Sarnath in 1837 along with Colonel F.C. Maisey and made 

careful drawings of the sculptures.  

In 1842 he excavated at Sankissa and at Sanchi in 1851. In 1848, he identified some of the 

places mentioned in the travels of Hwan Thsang.  

In 1854 he published The Bhilsa Topes, an attempt to establish the history of Buddhism 

based on architectural evidence. 

Q Source: 12th NCERT: Themes in India History 

 

 

Central Ground Water Authority 

UPSC question 

58. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. 36% of India’s districts are classified as “overexploited” or “critical” by the Central Ground 

Water Authority(CGWA). 

 

2. CGWA was formed under the Environment (Protection) Act. 

 

3. India has the largest area under groundwater irrigation in the world. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

(a) 1 only 

 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

 

(c) 2 only 

 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: B 

 

 



Insights question   

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 3  
99. With reference to the regulation and development of groundwater in India, consider the 

following statements.   

1. Atal Bhujal Yojana is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) focussing exclusively on 

hard rock aquifers.  

2. Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) is regulating ground water development 

in all the States and UTs of India. 

3. CGWA was constituted under the Water (Protection) Act, 1986. 

4. Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) is a subordinate office of the Ministry of 

Water Resources, Government of India. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

c) 2, 3 and 4 only  

d) 4 only 

Solution: d)  

Justification: Statement 1: It is a Rs.6000 crore Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of 

Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. The scheme aims to improve 

ground water management in priority areas in the country through community 

participation. The scheme is to be implemented over a period of five years from 2018-19 to 

2022-23, with World Bank assistance. 

• The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. These States 

represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-critical 

blocks in terms of ground water in India.  

• They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India – alluvial and 

hard rock aquifers- and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in 

groundwater management. 

Statement 2 and 3:  Only 13 of India's states and Union Territories have enacted a legislation 

on the lines of a Model Bill suggested by the Union Government to regulate and control 

development and management of groundwater in the country. In the rest CGWA regulates 

groundwater development.  



The states and UTs that have adopted such a legislation are undivided Andhra Pradesh, Goa, 

Lakshadweep, Kerala, Puducherry, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chandigarh, 

Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Assam and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 

Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) was constituted under sub-section (3) of Section 3 

of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for the purposes of regulation and control of 

ground water development and management in the country. The Authority is engaged in 

various activities related to regulation of ground water development to ensure its long-term 

sustainability. 

Statement 4: Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), a subordinate office of the Ministry of 

Water Resources, Government of India, is the National Apex Agency entrusted with the 

responsibilities of providing scientific inputs for management, exploration, monitoring, 

assessment, augmentation and regulation of ground water resources of the country.  

Central Ground Water Board was established in 1970 by renaming the Exploratory Tube 

wells Organization under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. It was merged 

with the Ground Water Wing of the Geological Survey of India during 1972. 

Learning: About the Atal Bhujal Yojana: Funds under the scheme will be provided to the 

states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground water governance, as well as 

for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management to foster 

behavioural changes that promote conservation and efficient use of water.  

The scheme will also facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states 

by incentivizing their focussed implementation in identified priority areas. 

The implementation of the scheme is expected to have several positive outcomes like better 

understanding of the ground water regime, focused and integrated community based 

approach for addressing issues related to ground water depletion, sustainable ground water 

management through convergence of on-going and new schemes, adoption of efficient 

water use practices to reduce ground water use for irrigation and augmentation of ground 

water resources in targeted areas. 

Q Source: http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/06/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-07-

june-2018/ 

http://cgwb.gov.in/aboutcgwb.html 

 http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171858  

http://www.indiawaterreview.in/Story/News/13-indian-states-uts-enact-law-to-regulate-

groundwater/1561/1#.W1BWe9IzbIU 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/06/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-07-june-2018/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/06/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-07-june-2018/
http://cgwb.gov.in/aboutcgwb.html
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171858
http://www.indiawaterreview.in/Story/News/13-indian-states-uts-enact-law-to-regulate-groundwater/1561/1#.W1BWe9IzbIU
http://www.indiawaterreview.in/Story/News/13-indian-states-uts-enact-law-to-regulate-groundwater/1561/1#.W1BWe9IzbIU


 

Jet Streams  
UPSC question 
Consider the following statements:  
1. Jet Streams occur in the Northern Hemisphere only. 
2. Only some cyclones develop an eye. 
3. The temperature inside the eye of a cyclone is nearly 10 degree Celsius lesser than 
that of the surroundings. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 
Answer: C 
 

Insights Feb 2020 current affairs quiz 

Part of the UPSC question was covered 
 
Consider the following statements regarding Jet Streams. 
 1. Jet streams are narrow bands of strong winds that flow over thousands of 
kilometres predominantly from east to west. 
 2. Major jet streams are found near the upper levels of the atmosphere, around 9 to 
16 km from the earth’s surface. 
 3. In India, the Tropical jet stream influences the formation and duration of the 
summer monsoon. 
 4. Jet streams aid in the faster travelling of Aircrafts. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Boeing 747-436 plane was able to achieve a speed of 1,327 kph as it was aided by a 
strong jet stream generated due to Storm Ciara. 
 
Jet streams are narrow bands of strong winds that flow over thousands of kilometres from 
west to east. Major jet streams are found near the upper levels of the atmosphere, around 9 
to 16 km from the earth’s surface, and can reach speeds of over 320 kph. 
The jet streams shift to the north or south depending on the season. During winters, the 
wind current is the strongest. They are also closer to the Equator during winter. 
The major jet streams are the Polar Front, Subtropical, and Tropical jet streams. In India, the 
Tropical jet stream influences the formation and duration of the summer monsoon. 
 



Most commercial planes fly at the jet stream level, and a strong jet stream can provide a 
potent tailwind to a flight travelling from west to east, like the British Airways flight, which 
flew from New York to London. This helps reduce the travel time for such flights, as their 
speeds are boosted. 
 

 

 

Schedule VI – Ban/license for cultivation 
UPSC question 

61. If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the Wildlife Protection 

Act,1972, what is the implication? 

 

(a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant. 

 

(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances. 

 

(c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 

 

(d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem. 

Answer: A 

 

Insights question 

Thematic Test Series, Test 3  
Q84. Which of these plants are prohibited from cultivation and planting in India under the 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972?   

 1. Kuth   

 2. Prosopis juliflora 

3. Ladies slipper orchids   

4. Pitcher plant 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2 and 4 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4   



Solution: b)  

Justification:  The specified endemic plants in Schedule VI are prohibited from cultivation 

and planting. 

These include: 

1. Beddomes' cycad (Cycas beddomei) 

2. Blue Vanda (Vanda soerulec) 

3. Kuth (Saussurea lappa) 

4. Ladies slipper orchids (Paphiopedilum spp.) 

5. Pitcher plant (Nepenthes khasiana) 

6. Red Vanda (Rananthera inschootiana)] 

Learning: Renanthera imschootiana or Red Vanda is the state flower of Mizoram and is 

mainly an orchid species found abundantly in Vietnam, Eastern Himalaya and Southeastern 

China. 

Pitcher plants are several different carnivorous plants which have modified leaves known as 

pitfall traps—a prey-trapping mechanism featuring a deep cavity filled with digestive liquid. 

Cycas beddomei is a species of cycad in the genus Cycas, native to India, where it is confined 

to a small area of Andhra Pradesh state in the Tirumala Hills in scrubland and brush covered 

hills. This cycad is found in dry, hot sites in the scrublands of eastern India. Clumps of the 

plant are common via pups only in males. The plant is fairly fire resistant, except as seeds 

and seedlings, which are very vulnerable to annual grass fires. 

Saussurea costus, commonly known as costus, kuth, or putchuk, is a species of thistle in the 

genus Saussurea native to India. Rishi mystics of Kashmir especially ate this plant. Essential 

oils extracted from the root have been used in traditional medicine and in perfumes since 

ancient times.  

Q Source: Based on UPSC papers 

 

 

 

Zero Tillage 
UPSC question 



63. What is/are the advantage/advantages of zero tillage in agriculture ? 

 

1. Sowing of wheat is possible without burning the residue of the previous crop. 

 

2. Without the need for nursery of rice saplings, direct planting of paddy seeds in the wet soil 

is possible. 

 

3. Carbon sequestration in the soil is possible. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

 

(c) 3 only 

 

(d) 1,2 and 3 only 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 14 
61. Which of these is/are the advantages of the Zero-tillage system? 

 1. No nitrogen needs to be applied to the soil.  

2. Mineralization of the soil increases significantly improving soil productivity.  

3. Surface runoff is reduced due to presence of mulch.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Solution: c)  

Justification:  No-till farming (also called zero tillage or direct drilling) is a way of growing 

crops or pasture from year to year without disturbing the soil through tillage.  

No-tillage (also zero tillage) is a minimum tillage practice in which the crop is sown directly 

into soil not tilled since the harvest of the previous crop. 



Advantages are: 

• Zero tilled soils are homogenous in structure with more number of earthworms.  

• Organic matter content increases due to less mineralization (decomposition or 

oxidation of the chemical compounds in organic matter into plant-accessible forms). 

So, 2 is wrong.  

• Surface runoff is reduced due to presence of mulch.  

Disadvantages are: 

• Higher amount of nitrogen has to be applied for mineralization of organic-matter in 

zero tillage. So, 1 is wrong.  

• Perennial weeds may be a problem 

• High number of volunteer plants and build-up of pests.  

Q Source: Based on concepts covered in previous tests 

 

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 22 
Q65. Consider the following statements.  

1. No-tillage system is a minimum tillage practice in which the crop is sown directly 

into soil not tilled since the harvest of the previous crop. 

2. Zero tilled soils are homogenous in structure generally sustaining larger number of 

earthworms compared to a heavily tilled soil.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2   

d) None of the above  

Solution: c)  

Justification:  No-till farming (also called zero tillage or direct drilling) is a way of growing 

crops or pasture from year to year without disturbing the soil through tillage.  

No-tillage (also zero tillage) is a minimum tillage practice in which the crop is sown directly 

into soil not tilled since the harvest of the previous crop. 

Advantages are: 



• Zero tilled soils are homogenous in structure with more number of earthworms.  

• Organic matter content increases due to less mineralization (decomposition or 

oxidation of the chemical compounds in organic matter into plant-accessible forms). 

So, 2 is wrong.  

• Surface runoff is reduced due to presence of mulch.  

Disadvantages are: 

• Higher amount of nitrogen has to be applied for mineralization of organic-matter in 

zero tillage. So, 1 is wrong.  

• Perennial weeds may be a problem 

• High number of volunteer plants and build-up of pests.  

Q Source: Improvisation: ICSE 10th Environmental Studies 

 

RTM question 
Related Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/22/insights-revision-

through-mcqs-21-november-2019/  

•  

 

 

 

Biofuel – Cassava, Rotten potatoes etc. 
UPSC question 

 

64. According to India’s National Policy on Biofuels, which of the following can be used as 

raw materials for the production of biofuels? 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/22/insights-revision-through-mcqs-21-november-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/22/insights-revision-through-mcqs-21-november-2019/


1. Cassava 

 

2. Damaged wheat grains 

 

3. Groundnut seeds 

 

4. Horse gram 

 

5. Rotten potatoes 

 

6. Sugar beet 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1,2,5 and 6 only 

 

(b) 1,3,4 and 6 only 

 

(c)2,3,4 and 5 only 

 

(d) 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 

Answer: A 

 

Insights question 

See explanation and Statement 2 below – word to word covered. 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 4 
75. With respect to the major features of the National Policy on Biofuels, 2018, consider the 

following statements.  

 1. The Policy categorises biofuels as “Basic Biofuels” and “Advanced Biofuels”. 

2. The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing 

damaged food grains like wheat and Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption,  

for ethanol production.  

3. The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel 

production from non-edible oilseeds. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 



d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d)  

Justification: The National Biofuel Policy as approved by the Government envisages an 

indicative target of 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of bio-diesel in diesel 

by 2030. 

Salient features: 

• Categorization: The Policy categorises biofuels as “Basic Biofuels” viz. First Generation 

(1G) bioethanol & biodiesel and “Advanced Biofuels” – Second Generation (2G) ethanol, 

Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-CNG 

etc. to enable extension of appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each 

category. 

• Scope of raw materials: The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol 

production by allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing materials like Sugar 

Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged food 

grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for 

ethanol production. 

• Protection to farmers: Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate price for their 

produce during the surplus production phase. Taking this into account, the Policy allows 

use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the 

approval of National Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

• Viability gap funding: With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the Policy indicates a viability 

gap funding scheme for 2G ethanol Bio refineries of Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in addition 

to additional tax incentives, higher purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels. 

• Boost to biodiesel production: The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain 

mechanisms for biodiesel production from non-edible oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short 

gestation crops. 

Q Source: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=179313  

 

 

Insights Aug 2020 current affairs quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding National Policy on Biofuels-2018.  
1. The National Policy on Biofuels-2018 envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of 
ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of bio-diesel in diesel by 2030.  
2. The Policy envisages the use of only molasses and damaged food grains for ethanol 
production.  
3. The policy encourages biodiesel production from used cooking oil.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=179313


d) 1, 2, 3  
Solution: b)  
The National Policy on Biofuels-2018 envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of 
ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of bio-diesel in diesel by 2030.  
National Policy on biofuels- salient features:  
• Categorization: The Policy categorises biofuels as “Basic Biofuels” viz. First 
Generation (1G) bioethanol & biodiesel and “Advanced Biofuels” – Second Generation (2G) 
ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-
CNG etc. to enable extension of appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each 
category.  
• Scope of raw materials: The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol 
production by allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing materials like Sugar Beet, 
Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged food grains like 
wheat, broken rice, Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol 
production.  
 

 

 

Cotton frost-free conditions 
UPSC question 

67. “The crop is subtropical in nature. A hard frost is injurious to it. It requires at least 210 

frost -free days and 50 to 100 centimeters of rainfall for its growth. A light well-drained soil 

capable of retaining moisture is ideally suited for the cultivation of the crop.” Which one of 

the following is that crop? 

 

(a) Cotton 

 

(b) Jute 

 

(c)Sugarcane 

 

(d) Tea 

Answer: A 

 

 

Insights question 

Thematic Test Series 2020, Test 1 
Q35. Ideal conditions for growing Cotton are 

a) Low temperature, low rainfall and cloudy weather 



b) Freezing/near thawing temperature, heavy rainfall, frost-free days and bright sunshine 

c) Moderate temperature, heavy rainfall and cloudy weather 

d) High temperature, light rainfall, frost-free days and bright sunshine 

Solution: d) 

Learning: Cotton is grown between latitudes of 37° north and 30° south in temperate, 

subtropical and tropical regions and on every continent. 

Ideal conditions for the cotton plant are: 

• Long vegetation periods (175 to 225 days) without frost.  

• Constant temperatures between 18 and 30°.  

• Ample sunshine and fairly dry conditions.  

• A minimum of 500 mm of water between germination and boll formation.  

• Deep, well-drained soils with a good nutrient content. 

It grows best on black and alluvial soils.  

China, USA, India, Pakistan, Brazil and Egypt are the leading producers of cotton.   

 Q Source: 9th NCERT Geography 

 

Insights Dec 2019 static quiz 
Which among the following crop requires high temperature, light rainfall, 210 frost-free 
days and bright sunshine?  

a) Jute  
b) Cotton  
c) Tea  
d) Coffee  
 
Solution: b) 
  

Ideal conditions for the cotton plants are Long vegetation periods (175 to 225 days) without 
frost, Constant temperatures between 18 and 30°., Ample sunshine and fairly dry conditions  
 

 

 

 

Eco-friendly practices - Vertical Farming 
UPSC question 



70. In the context of India, which of the following is/are considered to be practice(s) of eco-

friendly agriculture? 

 

1. Crop diversification 

 

2. Legume intensification 

 

3. Tensiometer use 

 

4. Vertical farming 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

(a) 1,2 and 3 only 

 

(b) 3 only 

 

(c)4 only 

 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: D 

 

Insights question  

We could cover vertical farming and crop diversification in these two questions below.   

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 36 
Q62. Vertical farming is the practice of producing food and medicine in vertically stacked 

layers or vertically inclined surfaces. Consider the following about it.  

 1. Natural sunlight is not to be used in a vertical farm.  

2. Vertical farms can use facilities that control humidity and temperature artificially.   

3. A hydroponic farm can be integrated with vertical farming.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: b)  



Justification: Statement 1 and 2: Vertical farms can be integrated in other structures (such 

as in a skyscraper, used warehouse, or shipping container).  

• The modern ideas of vertical farming use indoor farming techniques and controlled-

environment agriculture (CEA) technology, where all environmental factors can be 

controlled.  

• These facilities utilize artificial control of light, environmental control (humidity, 

temperature, gases) and fertigation.  

• Some vertical farms use techniques similar to greenhouses, where natural sunlight 

can be augmented with artificial lighting and metal reflectors. 

Statement 3:  Hydropnics is growing crops in a water based solution, instead of growing 

crops in soil.  

Hydroponic systems can be lit by LEDs that mimic sunlight. Software can ensure that all the 

plants get the same amount of light, water and nutrients. Proper managements means that 

no herbicides or pesticides are required. 

Q Source: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-emirates-food-innovation/growing-up-why-

the-uaes-first-vertical-farm-could-be-a-regional-gamechanger-idUSKBN1IB2CX  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_emerging_technologies 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vertical_farming 

  

SUBJECTWISE TEST 22 – Q68 
Consider the following agriculture practices 

1. Zero-Tillage helps in carbon sequestration and requires minimum labour compare to 

traditional farming method. 

2. Mixed Farming refers to growing two or more crops in the same farmland 

3. Vertical farming is the practice of producing food and medicine in vertically stacked layers 

in structures like skyscrapers and warehouse. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: D 

Zero tillage is the process where the crop seed will be sown through drillers without prior 

land preparation and disturbing the soil where previous crop stubbles are present.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-emirates-food-innovation/growing-up-why-the-uaes-first-vertical-farm-could-be-a-regional-gamechanger-idUSKBN1IB2CX
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-emirates-food-innovation/growing-up-why-the-uaes-first-vertical-farm-could-be-a-regional-gamechanger-idUSKBN1IB2CX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_emerging_technologies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vertical_farming


Zero tillage not only reduce the cost of cultivation it also reduces the soil erosion, crop 

duration and irrigation requirement and weed effect which is better than tillage. Zero Tillage 

(ZT) also called No Tillage or Nil Tillage. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

Mixed farming is a type of farming which involves both the growing of crops as well as the 

raising of livestock. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Intercropping is a multiple cropping practice involving growing two or more crops in 

proximity.  

Vertical farming is the practice of growing produce in vertically stacked layers. The practice 

can use soil, hydroponic or aeroponic growing methods. Vertical farms attempt to produce 

food in challenging environments, like where arable land is rare or unavailable. Hence, 

statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

G20 member countries 
UPSC question 

In which one of the following groups are all the four countries members of G20 ? 

(e) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey 

(f) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand 

(g) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam 

(h) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea 

 

RTM question  
Similar Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/16/insights-current-affairs-

15-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs-2/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/16/insights-current-affairs-15-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/16/insights-current-affairs-15-may-2020-revision-through-mcqs-2/


•  

 

Insights July 2019 current affairs quiz 
Consider the following statements about G20 Summit and G20 Group. 
1. The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit of Finance Ministers and Central Bank 
Governors”. 
2. The group has no permanent staffof its own, so every year a G20 country takes on the 
presidency. 
3. Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China and India are the members of G20. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
Solution: c) 
The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World 
Economy”. 
• Full membership of the G20: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union. 
• The group has no permanent staff of its own, so every year in December, a G20 country 
from a rotating region takes on the presidency. 
• That country is then responsible for organising the next summit, as well as smaller 
meetings for the coming year. 
Source: https://g20.org/en/summit/about/ 
 

 



Subject wise Test 17, Q71 
Which of the following countries is/are members of G-20 group 

1. Argentina 

2. Saudi Arabia 

3. Singapore 

4. Spain 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Solution: C 

The G20 comprises 19 countries and the European Union. The 19 countries are Argentina, 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 

Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United 

States 

 

 

Kisan Credit Card 
UPSC question 

76. Under the Kisan Credit Card Scheme, short-term credit support is given to farmers for 

which of the following purposes ? 

 

1. Working capital for maintenance of farm assets 

 

2. Purchase of combine harvesters, tractors and mini trucks 

 

3. Consumption requirements of farm households 

 

4. Construction of family house and setting up of village cold storage facility 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1,2 and 5 only 

 



(b) 1,3 and 4 only 

 

(c) 2,3,4 and 5 only 

 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

 

 

Insights question 

Thematic Test Series 2020, Test 1 
See both question and explanation 

88. Consider the following about Kisan Credit Cards (KCC).  

1. The KCC scheme is being implemented by the all Co- operative banks, Regional 

Rural Banks and Public Sector Banks throughout the country.  

2. KCC aims to support not only pre and post-harvest expenses but also the 

consumption expenditure of the farmer.  

3. The Government of India has recently extended the facility of Kisan Credit Card 

(KCC) to fisheries and animal husbandry farmers.   

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: d)  

Justification: Statement 1:  Kisan Credit Card Scheme: o The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme 

was announced in the Budgetspeech of 1998-99 to fulfil the financialrequirements of the 

farmers at various stages of farming through institutional credit. o The model scheme was 

prepared by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) on the 

recommendation of V Gupta committee. o The KCC scheme is being implemented by the all 

Co- operative banks, Regional Rural Banks and Public Sector Banks throughout the country. 

o Scheme covers risk of KCC holders against death or permanent disability resulting from 

accidents. 

Statement 2:  Objectives: 



o To provide adequate and timely credit support from the banking system to the 

farmers at the cheap rate of interest. 

o To provide credit at the time of requirement. 

o To support post-harvest expenses. 

o To provide Working capital for maintenance of farm assets and activities allied to 

agriculture. 

o Investment credit requirement for agriculture and allied activities (land 

development, pump sets, plantation, drip irrigation etc.) 

o Consumption requirements of farmers. 

Statement 3:  The Government of India has extended the facility of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

to fisheries and animal husbandry farmers to help them meet their working capital needs. 

The KCC facility will help fisheries and animal husbandry farmers to meet their short term 

credit requirements of rearing of animals, poultry birds, fish, shrimp, other aquatic 

organisms and capture of fish. 

Under Kisan Credit Card (KCC) facility, for the existing KCC holders the credit limit is Rs. 3 

lakh including animal husbandry and fisheries activities whereas the KCC holders for animal 

husbandry and fisheries have the credit limit of Rs. 2 lakh to meet their working capital 

requirements for animal husbandry and fisheries activities. Under KCC facility, Interest 

subvention is available for animal husbandry and fisheries farmers @ 2% per annum at the 

time of disbursal of loan and additional interest subvention @ 3 % per annum in case of 

prompt repayment as Prompt Repayment Incentive. 

Q Source: https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=191094  

 

 

RTM question 
Similar Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-

15-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=191094
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-15-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-15-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

 

Major Rivers 
Consider the following pairs: 

River                        Flows into 

1. Mekong –                   Andaman Sea 

2. Thames –                     Irish Sea 

3. Volga –                     Caspian Sea 

4. Zambezi –                  Indian Ocean 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1,2 and 4 only 

 



RTM question 
Related Q: 

• Asked in:  option 4: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/10/insights-

current-affairs-09-december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

•  

• Option 3: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/11/insights-current-affairs-

9-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/10/insights-current-affairs-09-december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/10/insights-current-affairs-09-december-2019-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/11/insights-current-affairs-9-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/11/insights-current-affairs-9-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


 

Insights Mar 2020 current affairs quiz 
Which of the following rivers flows into Caspian Sea. 
 1. Volga River 
 2. Danube River 
 3. Ural River 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Caspian Sea is the world's largest inland body of water, variously classed as the world's 
largest lake or a full-fledged sea. It is an endorheic basin (a basin without outflows) located 
between Europe and Asia, to the east of the Caucasus Mountains and to the west of the 
broad steppe of Central Asia.  
 
The primary inflows: Volga River, Ural River, Kura River, Terek River. 
 
The Danube is Europe's second longest river, after the Volga. It is located in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 
 

WPI CPI  
UPSC question 

77. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The weightage of food in Consumer Price Index(CPI) is higher than that in Wholesale Price 

Index(WPI). 

 

2. The WPI does not capture changes in the prices of services, which CPI does. 

 

3. Reserve Bank of India has now adopted WPI as its key measure of inflation and to decide 

on changing the key policy rates. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 2 only 

 

(c) 3 only 



 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: A 

 

 

 

Insights Test Series question 

 

2020 Subjectwise Test 10, Q7 
Consider the following statements regarding Wholesale price Index 

1. WPI captures the changes in the prices of services 

2. WPI tracks inflation at the producer level 

3. RBI had adopted the WPI as its key measure of inflation.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 only  

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Solution: C 

The Wholesale Price Index is the price of a representative basket of wholesale goods. Some 

countries use WPI changes as a central measure of inflation. 

WPI does not capture changes in the prices of services, which CPI does. Hence, statement 1 

is incorrect. 

WPI, tracks inflation at the producer level and CPI captures changes in prices levels at the 

consumer level. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

In April 2014, the RBI had adopted the CPI as its key measure of inflation. Hence, statement 

3 is incorrect. 

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 13 
16. The Central Bank had decided to replace Wholesale Price Index (WPI) with Consumer 

Price Index (CPI) as an inflation targeting tool primarily due to the reasons that  

 1. WPI excludes services sector.  



 2. WPI inflation does not necessarily reflect what a household pays.  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c)  

Justification: We have covered WPI and CPI broadly in previous tests, hence this discussion 

is kept short and to the point.  

Statement 1: WPI considers only goods and not services market which count for nearly 65% 

of our economy. This seriously limits the effectiveness of WPI.  

Statement 2:  Moreover, WPI rates are mostly captured from mandis or places of wholesale 

business. Therefore, they don’t include prices at household consumer level. 

WPI is also not consistent with global practices as most of the nations either use CPI or PPI.  

Q Source: Page 28-29: 12th Macroeconomics NCERT 

 

 

See explanation for the question:  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 15 
Q1. Which of the following correctly explains why the WPI and CPI inflation indicators yield 

different results in measuring inflation? 

1. CPI measures inflation down to the retail consumer level unlike WPI where prices 

used for compilation are collected at ex-factory level or production stage.   

2. The CPI basket consists of services like housing, education, medical care, 

recreation etc. which are not part of WPI basket. 

3. A significant proportion of WPI item basket represents manufacturing inputs and 

intermediate goods which are not part of the CPI item basket. 

Choose the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  



c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 

Learning: WPI reflects the change in average prices for bulk sale of commodities at the first 

stage of transaction while CPI reflects the average change in prices at retail level paid by the 

consumer. 

The prices used for compilation of WPI are collected at ex-factory level for manufactured 

products, at ex-mine level for mineral products and mandi level for agricultural products. In 

contrast, retail prices applicable to consumers and collected from various markets are used 

to compile CPI. 

The reasons for the divergence between the two indices can also be partly attributed to the 

difference in the weight of food group in the two baskets. CPI Food group has a weight of 

39.1 per cent as compared to the combined weight of 24.4 per cent (Food articles and 

Manufactured Food products) in WPI basket. 

The CPI basket consists of services like housing, education, medical care, recreation etc. 

which are not part of WPI basket. A significant proportion of WPI item basket represents 

manufacturing inputs and intermediate goods like minerals, basic metals, machinery etc. 

whose prices are influenced by global factors but these are not directly consumed by the 

households and are not part of the CPI item basket. 

Thus even significant price movements in items included in WPI basket need not necessarily 

translate into movements in CPI in the short run. The rise or fall in prices at wholesale level 

spill over to the retail level after a lag. 

Similarly, the movement in prices of non-tradable items included in the CPI basket widens 

the gap between WPI and CPI movements. The relative price trends of tradable vis a vis non-

tradable is an important explanatory factor for divergence in the two indices in the short 

term.  

Q Source: Chapter on Inflation and Business Cycle: Indian Economy: Ramesh Singh 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Wholesale_Price_Index_(WPI)  

 

 

 

Insights Jan 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements about Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) inflation. 
1. The weight of food in CPI is far higher than in WPI. 
2. Both capture price changes of services. 
3. Both are released by Central Statistical Organisation (CSO). 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Wholesale_Price_Index_(WPI)


Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
Solution: c) 
• The WPI and the CPI baskets are different, both at the weightage assigned to food, fuel 
and manufactured items as well as at the brokendown level of these segments. The weight 
of food in CPI is higher than in WPI. 
• The WPI inflation does not capture price changes of services but the CPI does. 
• WPI inflation is released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 
• CPI for Industrial workers CPI(IW), CPI for Rural Labourers (RL) and CPI for Agricultural 
Labourers CPI(AL) are compiled by Labour Bureau. 
• CPI(Urban), CPI(Rural) and CPI Combined are compiled by Central Statistical Organisation 
(CSO). 
 
 

Insights June 2019 current affairs quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
1. RBI uses CPI-combined as the sole inflation measure for the purpose of monetary policy. 
2. CPI inflation has decreased steadily in the last 5 years. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 
d) None 
Solution: a) 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that examines the weighted average of prices 
of a basket of consumer goods and services, such as transportation, food and medical care. 
It is calculated by taking price changes for each item in the predetermined basket of goods 
and averaging them. 
• Changes in the CPI are used to assess price changes associated with the cost of living; the 
CPI is one of the most frequently used statistics for identifying periods of inflation or 
deflation. 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has started using CPI-combined as the sole inflation 
measure for the purpose of monetary policy. As per the agreement on Monetary Policy 
Framework between the Government and the RBI dated February 20, 2015 the sole of 
objective of RBI is price stability and a target is set for inflation as measured by the 
Consumer Price Index-Combined. 
 
 

Fixing MSP  
UPSC question 
 
 



Consider the following statements: 
 
1. In the case of all cereals, pulses and oil-seeds, the procurement at Minimum Support 
Prices(MSP) is unlimited in any State/UT of India. 
 
2. In the case of cereals and pulses, the MSP is fixed in any State/UT at a level to which the 
market price will never rise. 
 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
 
(a) 1 only 
 
(b) 2 only 
 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

 

2020 Open Mock 4  
 

Q55. The Central Government extends price support to paddy and wheat through the Food 

Corporation of India (FCI) and State Agencies across the country via an ‘open ended’ 

procurement policy. What do you understand by the policy being ‘open ended’?   

1. There is no limit to the total procurement and buffer stock accumulation by the 

government.  

2. The farmers are free to sell their produce in the open market, meaning they are 

not bound to sell it to the government.   

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2   

d) None of the above  

Solution: b)  

Justification:  Under this open ended procurement policy, whatever wheat and paddy are 

offered by farmers, within the stipulated period & conforming to the specifications 



prescribed by Government of India, are purchased at Minimum Support Price (MSP) by the 

State Government agencies including Food Corporation of India (FCI) for Central Pool.  

However, if producer/farmer gets better price in comparison to MSP, they are free to sell 

their produce in open market i.e. to private trader/ anyone. So, S2 is correct. Even as S1 

may seem correct, it is not. The government is bound to purchase all the produce it 

purchases at MSP or higher rates, but it is not ‘bound’ to purchase. The government 

cannot procure all the foodgrains produced in the country – in fact only a small part of the 

total produce is procured by FCI and state agencies.  

Learning: The objective of foodgrains procurement by Government agencies is to ensure 

that farmers get remunerative prices for their produce and do not have to resort to distress 

sale. It aims to service the NFSA and other welfare schemes of the Government so that 

subsidised foodgrains are supplied to the poor and needy, and to build up buffer stocks of 

foodgrains to ensure foodgrain security. 

Further, the different types of coarsegrains are procured by State Governments itself in 

consultation with FCI to the extent that the concerned State Govt. may utilise the same for 

distribution under National Food Security Act (NFSA) as well as Other Welfare Schemes 

(OWS). 

Q Source: https://dfpd.gov.in/procurementintroduction.htm 

 

 

Insights May 2020 Current Affairs Quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding open-ended procurement policy. 
 1. The main aim of open-ended procurement policy is to help farmers get 
remunerative price and prevent distress sale. 
 2. If any producer/farmer gets better price in comparison to MSP, he/she is free to 
sell his/her produce in open market.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The procurement policy of Government of India (GOI) is open ended, under which paddy 
and wheat offered by farmers all over the country within the stipulated period (conforming 
to specifications prescribed in advance by GOI) are purchased for Central Pool at Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) by Food Corporation of India (FCI)/State Governments/State 
Government Agencies to help farmers get remunerative price and prevent distress 
cell.  However, if any producer/farmer gets better price in comparison to MSP, he/she is 

https://dfpd.gov.in/procurementintroduction.htm


free to sell his/her produce in open market. Coarse grains are procured at MSP by State 
Government as per the procurement plan prepared in consultation with FCI and approved 
by the Central Government.   
A Price Support Scheme (PSS) for procurement of oilseeds, pulses and cotton is 
implemented by Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW) 
through Central Nodal Agencies at the Minimum Support Price (MSP) declared by the 
Government subject to certain conditions being met by the State Governments. Losses, if 
any, are reimbursed by the Government of India to the Central Nodal Agencies. Market 
Intervention Scheme (MIS) is implemented to protect the growers of crops not covered 
under MSP scheme from making distress sale. 
 
 

Insights Mar 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements with reference to Minimum Support Price (MSP): 

1. MSP are announced by the Government of India for all crops grown during all the 
three seasons. 
2. MSP for food grains is kept necessarily higher than market price of the grains. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
MSP is announced for selected crops (22 mandated crops: 14 crops of the kharif season viz. 
paddy, jowar, bajra, maize, ragi, arhar, moong, urad, groundnut-inshell, soyabean, 
sunflower, sesamum, nigerseed and cotton; 6 rabi crops viz. wheat, barley, gram, 
masur(lentil), rapeseed/mustard and safflower ; and two other commercial crops viz. jute 
and copra; MSPs of toria and de-husked coconut are fixed on the basis of the MSPs of 
rapeseed/mustard and copra, respectively) 
 
Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is announced for sugarcane 
 
MSP price is kept relatively lower than market price. 
 
 

 

Money Supply 
UPSC question 

If you withdraw 1,00,000 from your in cash from your Demand Deposit Account at your 

bank, the immediate effect on aggregate money supply in the economy will be 

(a) To reduce it by 1,00,000 



(b) To increase it by 1,00,000 

(c) To increase it by more than 1,00,000 

(d) To leave it unchanged 

Answer: D 

 

 

Insights question 

The explanation and the question are a clear hint to answer the above question.  

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 11 
Q76. Which of the following is NOT considered a part of money supply in India? 

1. Currency notes 

2. Currency coins 

3. Current account deposits 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) All of the above are part of the money supply.   

Solution: d) 

Justification: In a modern economy money consists mainly of currency notes and coins 

issued by the monetary authority of the country. In India currency notes are issued by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which is the monetary authority in India. 

However, coins are issued by the Government of India. Apart from currency notes and coins, 

the balance in savings, or current account deposits, held by the public in commercial banks 

is also considered money (or a part of the money supply) since cheques drawn on these 

accounts are used to settle transactions. Such deposits are called demand deposits as they 

are payable by the bank on demand from the accountholder.  Other deposits, e.g. fixed 

deposits, have a fixed period to maturity and are referred.  

Q Source: Page 38: Chapter 3: 12th NCERT: Macroeconomics 



 

 

Commercial paper, zero-coupon bonds, call money etc.  
UPSC question 

80. With reference to the Indian Economy, consider the following statements: 

 

1.’Commercial Paper’ is a short term unsecured promissory note. 

 

2. ‘Certificate of Deposit’ is a long-term instrument issued by the Reserve Bank of India to a 

corporation. 

 

3. ‘Call Money’ is a short term finance used for interbank transactions. 

 

4. ‘Zero-Coupon Bonds’ are the interest bearing short term bonds issued by the Scheduled 

Commercial Banks to corporations. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 4 only 

 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

 

(d) 2,3 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

 

 

 

Insights question 

The question had four parts – they were covered in different questions.  

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 46 
Q29. With reference to commercial papers (CPs), consider the following statements.  

 1. Corporates can use CPs to raise loans only from financial institutions.  

 2. CPs can be issued upto a tenure of 3 years.  

 3. All CPs are secured against a collateral and payment guarantee.  



Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) None of the above  

Solution: d)  

Justification: Statement 1 and 2: CPs are one of the popular routes for corporates to 

raise funds when compared with loans from banks in recent times.  

• A commercial Paper (CP) is an unsecured loan raised by firms in money markets (where 

even retail investors can participate) through instruments issued in the form of a 

promissory note.  

• CPs can be issued for maturities between a minimum of 7 days and a maximum of up to 

one year from the date of issue.  

• CPs are popular because of surplus liquidity, short-term borrowing rates in money 

markets have significantly declined post demonetisation and are much lower than the 

lowest benchmark lending rates of the banks.  

• Apart from being a cheaper source of funds, it helps meet funding requirements 

relatively quickly for better-rated corporates. Procedural requirements for securing bank 

facilities and charge creation on assets is not required.  

Statement 3: As the CP is an unsecured loan, the investor in commercial papers 

largely prefers highly-rated corporates or public sector entities in terms of credit 

rating. Lender appetite is limited to better rated companies. Also commercial paper 

markets can be seasonal and vulnerable to liquidity conditions. 

Q Source: Basics of money market   

 

 

2020 Subject wise Test 22 

QUESTION NUMBER 29 

Consider the following statements regarding Certificates of Deposits (CD) 

1. Banks can grant loans against CD 

2. Minimum amount for certificate of deposit has been fixed at Rs. 1 Lakh, to be accepted 

from a single subscriber 

3. CD's maturity period is between seven days to one year for commercial banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 



(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None 

Solution: C 

A certificate of deposit (CD) is a product offered by banks and credit unions that offers an 

interest rate premium in exchange for the customer agreeing to leave a lump-sum deposit 

untouched for a predetermined period of time. Banks/FIs cannot grant loans against CDs. 

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

Minimum amount for Certificate of Deposit has been fixed at Rs. 1 Lakh, to be accepted 

from a single subscriber larger amounts have to be in the multiples of Rs. 1 Lakh. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

Certificates of Deposit are money market instruments and their maturity period is between 

seven days to one year for commercial banks. For Financial Institutions, the maturity is not 

less than a year and not more than three years. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

 

 

2020 Open Test 3 Q64 
Q64. Which of these markets is most likely to require a collateral for borrowing?  

a) Overnight repo market  

b) Call money market  

c) Interbank lending market  

d) Capital market  

Solution: d)  

Justification: Options B and D: The short-term financial market (upto 364 days) is known as 

the money market, while the long-term financial market (above 364 days) is known as the 

capital market. Money market is called so because of the highly liquid nature of this market 

where funds could be borrowed and repaid as quickly as overnight. Borrowings in this 

market may or may not require collateral (a form of security that borrowers give to 

lenders).  

Capital market is called so because long-term funds are borrowed for capital accumulation, 

such as buying machinery, improving technology etc.  



Call money market is usually for about a week and does not required collateral.  

Option A: Overnight repo market is to tackle any short-term mismatch in liquidity and does 

not require collateral usually.  

Option C:  The interbank lending market is a market in which banks lend funds to one 

another for a specified term. Most interbank loans are for maturities of one week or less, 

the majority being overnight. Such loans are made at the interbank rate (also called the 

overnight rate if the term of the loan is overnight). Collateral is not needed usually.   

Q Source: Basics: Financial markets 

 

 

 

On zero-coupon bonds (Treasury bill is a zero coupon bond – see explanation) 

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 32 
58. Consider the following statements.  

1. A bond is a debt instrument in which an investor loans money to an entity which 

borrows the funds for a defined period of time at a variable or fixed interest rate. 

2. In India, the Central Government issues both treasury bills and bonds or dated 

securities while the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities.  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c)  

Justification: Statement 1:  Bonds are used by companies, municipalities, states and 

sovereign governments to raise money to finance a variety of projects and activities. 

Owners of bonds are debt holders, or creditors, of the issuer. 

Statement 2:  A Government Security (G-Sec) is a tradeable instrument issued by the Central 

Government or the State Governments. It acknowledges the Government’s debt obligation. 

Such securities are short term (usually called treasury bills, with original maturities of less 

than one year) or long term (usually called Government bonds or dated securities with 

original maturity of one year or more).  



In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills and bonds or dated securities 

while the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities, which are called the State 

Development Loans (SDLs). G-Secs carry practically no risk of default and, hence, are called 

risk-free gilt-edged instruments. 

Learning: Treasury bills or T-bills, which are money market instruments, are short term debt 

instruments issued by the Government of India and are presently issued in three tenors, 

namely, 91 day, 182 day and 364 day.  

Treasury bills are zero coupon securities and pay no interest. They are issued at a discount 

and redeemed at the face value at maturity. 

Q Source: https://rbi.org.in/scripts/FAQView.aspx?Id=79#1 

 

 

Insights July 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements regarding Call money rate. 
 1. Banks resort to Call money loans to fill the asset liability mismatch, comply with 
the statutory CRR and SLR requirements and to meet the sudden demand of funds. 
 2. Demand and supply of liquidity affect the call money rate. 
 3. Only RBI and banks are the participants of the call money market. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Call money rate is the rate at which short term funds are borrowed and lent in the money 
market. 
The duration of the call money loan is 1 day. Banks resort to these types of loans to fill the 
asset liability mismatch, comply with the statutory CRR and SLR requirements and to meet 
the sudden demand of funds. RBI, banks, primary dealers etc are the participants of the call 
money market. Demand and supply of liquidity affect the call money rate. A tight liquidity 
condition leads to a rise in call money rate and vice versa. 
 

Insights Aug 2020 static quiz 
Consider the following statements about Treasury Bills (T-Bills).  
1. These are issued to meet short-term mismatches in receipts and expenditure.  
2. These can be issued by the government as well as bluechip companies.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  

https://rbi.org.in/scripts/FAQView.aspx?Id=79#1


d) Neither 1 nor 2  
Solution: a)  
Treasury bills or T-bills, which are money market instruments, are short term debt 
instruments issued by the Government of India and are presently issued in three tenors, 
namely, 91 day, 182 day and 364 day. Treasury bills are zero coupon securities and pay no 
interest. Instead, they are issued at a discount and redeemed at the face value at maturity. 
For example, a 91 day Treasury bill of ₹100/- (face value) may be issued at say ₹ 98.20, that 
is, at a discount of say, ₹1.80 and would be redeemed at the face value of ₹100/-.  
 
 

FDI 
UPSC question 

With reference to Foreign Direct Investment in India, which one of the following is 
considered its major characteristic ?  
(a) It is the investment through capital instruments essentially in a listed company.  
(b) It is largely non-debt creating capital flow. 
(c) It is the investment which involves debt-servicing. 
(d) It is the instrument made by foreign institutional investors in the Government 
securities. 
Answer: B 
 

Insights Apr 2020 static quiz 
India’s external debt stock can increase because of an increase in 

1. Foreign Direct Investment 
2. External Commercial Borrowings 
3. Non-resident Indian Deposits 

Choose the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
External debt can be mainly classified into Long term and Short term debts. Long-Term debt 
is further classified into (a) Multilateral Debt (b) Bilateral Debt (c) ‘IMF’ signifying SDR 
allocations to India by the IMF (c) Export Credit (d) (External) Commercial Borrowings (e) NRI 
Deposits and (d) Rupee Debt.  
 
Short Term Debt is classified into (a) Trade Credits (of up to 6 months and above 6 months 
and up to 1 year) (b) Foreign Institutional Investors’ (FII) Investment in Government 
Treasury-Bills and Corporate Securities (c) Investment in Treasury-bills by foreign Central 
Banks and International Institutions etc. and (iv) External Debt liabilities of the Central Bank 
and Commercial Banks.  
FDI does not lead to any debt on the country. 



 

 
 
 

 

West Texas Intermediate 
UPSC question 

 

Q83. The term ‘West Texas Intermediate’, sometimes found in news, refers to a grade of 

 

(a) Crude oil 

 

(b) Bullion 

 

(c) Rare earth elements 

 

(d) Uranium 

Answer: A 

 

 

Insights question 

2020 Open Mock 2  
Check question number (don’t have the PDF) 

?. The prices of West Texas intermediate (WTI) crude oil were reported to be negative 

recently in the USA. Consider the following about WTI.  

1. It is a grade of crude oil used as a benchmark in oil pricing across the World.  

2. WTI grade is described as heavy crude oil because of its relatively higher density 

compared to other oil grades.  

3. It is described as sweet because of its low sulfur content.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   



Solution: b)  

Justification: The petroleum industry generally classifies crude oil by the geographic location 

it is produced in (e.g., West Texas Intermediate, Brent, or Oman), its API gravity (an oil 

industry measure of density), and its sulfur content. Crude oil may be considered light if it 

has low density or heavy if it has high density; and it may be referred to as sweet if it 

contains relatively little sulfur or sour if it contains substantial amounts of sulfur. 

The geographic location is important because it affects transportation costs to the 

refinery. Light crude oil is more desirable than heavy oil since it produces a higher yield of 

gasoline, while sweet oil commands a higher price than sour oil because it has fewer 

environmental problems and requires less refining to meet sulfur standards imposed on 

fuels in consuming countries. (Read here 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroleum#Classification) 

West Texas intermediate (WTI), also known as Texas light sweet, is a grade of crude oil used 

as a benchmark in oil pricing. This grade is described as light crude oil because of its 

relatively low density, and sweet because of its low sulfur content. It is the underlying 

commodity of New York Mercantile Exchange's oil futures contracts. 

The price of WTI is often included in news reports on oil prices, alongside the price of Brent 

crude from the North Sea. Other important oil markers include the Dubai crude, Oman 

crude, Urals oil, and the OPEC reference basket.   

Q Source: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-

summary-22-april-2020/  

  

 

RTM question 
Similar Q:  

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/23/insights-current-affairs-

21-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroleum#Classification
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-22-april-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-22-april-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/23/insights-current-affairs-21-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/23/insights-current-affairs-21-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

 

IAEA Safeguards 
UPSC question 

In India, why are some nuclear reactors kept under “IAEA Safeguards” while others are not? 

(a) Some use Uranium and others use thorium. 

(b) Some use imported uranium and others use domestic supplies. 

(c) Some are operated by foreign enterprises and others are operated by domestic 

enterprises. 

(d) Some are State- owned and others are privately-owned. 

 

RTM question 
Similar Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/08/insights-current-affairs-

5-september-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/08/insights-current-affairs-5-september-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/08/insights-current-affairs-5-september-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


TRIMS 
UPSC question 

Q86. With reference to Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMS), which of the following 

statements is/are correct ? 

 

1. Quantitative restrictions on imports by foreign investors are prohibited. 

 

2. They apply to investment measures related to trade in both goods and services. 

 

3. They are not concerned with the regulation of foreign investment. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

 

(b) 2 only 

 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 

 

 

Insights question 

We covered this question in 2017, 2018 and 2019 Textbook Test Series.  

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 9 
26. The “TRIMS Agreement” sometimes seen in news is related to 

 1. Domestic regulations over Foreign direct investment (FDI) 

 2. Current Account Convertibility 

 3. Trade balancing Requirements of developing countries 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 3 only 



Solution: b)  

Justification: In the late 1980s, there was a significant increase in foreign direct 

investment throughout the world.  

However, some of the countries receiving foreign investment imposed numerous 

restrictions on that investment designed to protect and foster domestic industries, and to 

prevent the outflow of foreign exchange reserves.  

These Conditions which can affect trade are known as trade-related investment measures or 

TRIMs of WTO.   

Statement 1 and 3: Examples of these restrictions include local content requirements (which 

require that locally produced goods be purchased or used), manufacturing requirements 

(which require the domestic manufacturing of certain components), trade balancing 

requirements (i.e. stepping up import duty to arrest imports in view of a high trade deficit), 

domestic sales requirements, technology transfer requirements, export performance 

requirements (which require the export of a specified percentage of production volume) 

etc.    

The present TRIMS agreement prohibits trade related investment measures that are 

violative of Trade balancing Requirements and Export Restrictions of the General Agreement 

on Tariffs and Trade. So, Local content requirements, trade balancing requirements, and 

export restrictions are prohibited.  

India is a signatory to TRIMS and has fulfilled major obligations related to the agreement.  

Statement 2:  CAC means liberalizing the conversion of rupee into foreign currencies and 

vice versa for meeting out current account transactions, such as exports-imports. India has 

already liberalized CAC and thus CAC is not relevant to the TRIMS. 2 is wrong.  

Learning: · India was dragged to the WTO dispute resolution mechanism by the US in 2013, 

regarding India’s domestic content requirements under the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission, for solar cells and solar modules; the US claims that this amounts to preferential 

treatment to national industry, and hence violates GATT and TRIMS.   

Q Source: Current Affairs + Improvisation: Page 43: Indian Economic Development: Class 

XIth NCERT   

  

 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 9 
12. Consider the following statements.  

1. Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 

between all the member nations of the WTO sets down minimum standards for the 

regulation by national governments of many forms of intellectual property (IP). 



2. Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMS) are rules that restrict 

preference of domestic firms and thereby enable international firms to operate 

more easily within foreign markets.    

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

Justification: Statement 1: Specifically, TRIPS requires WTO members to provide copyright 

rights, covering content producers including performers, producers of sound recordings and 

broadcasting organizations; geographical indications, including appellations of origin; 

industrial designs; integrated circuit layout-designs; patents; new plant varieties; 

trademarks; trade dress; and undisclosed or confidential information.  

TRIPS also specifies enforcement procedures, remedies, and dispute resolution procedures. 

Protection and enforcement of all intellectual property rights shall meet the objectives to 

contribute to the promotion of technological innovation and to the transfer and 

dissemination of technology, to the mutual advantage of producers and users of 

technological knowledge and in a manner conducive to social and economic welfare, and to 

a balance of rights and obligations. 

Statement 2:  The Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMs) are rules that 

apply to the domestic regulations a country applies to foreign investors, often as part of an 

industrial policy.  

TRIMs are rules that restrict preference of domestic firms and thereby enable international 

firms to operate more easily within foreign markets. Policies such as local content 

requirements and trade balancing rules that have traditionally been used to both promote 

the interests of domestic industries and combat restrictive business practices are now 

banned. 

Q Source: Additional Research: Chapter 11: Shankar Ganesh: Economics  

 

 

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 19 
79. Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMs) are rules that 

 1. Restrict preference of domestic firms vis-à-vis foreign firms 

2. Mandate compensating investment in LDCs by developed countries for sustainable 

development 



Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a)  

Justification: TRIMs are rules that restrict preference of domestic firms and thereby enable 

international firms to operate more easily within foreign markets. Policies such as local 

content requirements and trade balancing rules that have traditionally been used to both 

promote the interests of domestic industries and combat restrictive business practices are 

now banned. 

The agreement was agreed upon by all members of the World Trade Organization. Trade-

Related Investment Measures is one of the four principal legal agreements of the WTO 

trade treaty. 

  

Q Source: Additional Research: Chapter 16: Indian Economy: Ramesh Singh  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/invest_e/trims_e.htm 

 

 

 

 

Expansionary Monetary Policy   
UPSC question 

If the RBI decides to adopt an expansionist monetary policy, which of the following it would 

NOT do? 

1. Cut and optimize the statutory liquidity ratio 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/invest_e/trims_e.htm


2. Increase the Marginal Standing Facility Rate 

3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

  

Insights question 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 23 
Q10. If the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) reduces the Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) 

and keeps the repo rate intact, it may lead to  

1. Lower borrowing costs for retail consumers   

2. Reduction in lending by banks to the private sector  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a)  

Justification: Statement 1: This has happened recently. SLR is the amount of money that the 

banks compulsorily parks in government securities (that are safe but have a low rate of 

return). If SLR is reduced (cut to 19.25% now), it leads to more freedom for the banks to 

deploy these additional funds that were locked earlier with government securities; these 

could be deployed at projects with higher profits, and thus bank can pass this profit in the 

form of reduced lending cost for the other retail consumers.  

Statement 2:  This would be increased, as explained above.  

Q Source: https://www.businesstoday.in/top-story/rbi-slr-statutory-liquidity-ratio-policy-

announcement-interest-rate-rbi-governor-urjit-patel-crr-repo-rate/story/297518.html 

 

 

https://www.businesstoday.in/top-story/rbi-slr-statutory-liquidity-ratio-policy-announcement-interest-rate-rbi-governor-urjit-patel-crr-repo-rate/story/297518.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/top-story/rbi-slr-statutory-liquidity-ratio-policy-announcement-interest-rate-rbi-governor-urjit-patel-crr-repo-rate/story/297518.html


2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 35 
Inflation targeting is practiced in India through a Monetary Policy Framework Agreement 

between the Government of India and Reserve Bank of India. If RBI fails to meet the 

inflation target, the agreement says that   

1. The Chairman of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) RBI should resign  

2. RBI should communicate the causes of such failure to the government and give the steps 

to tame inflation 

3. RBI should immediately increase the CRR and Repo rates to cut down the inflation 

3. The Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) and Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) should be 

closed down  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Solution: c)  

Justification:  Inflation beyond a certain level is detrimental to the economy and monetary 

policy needs to be tied to short-term and long-term economic goals. Both of these 

necessitate such monetary agreements between the central bank and the government.   

Statement 1: No such provision, but successive failures in reining the inflation may 

voluntarily result in the resignation of the RBI Governor.  

Statement 2:  This is to introduce transparency and predictability in monetary policy.  

Statement 3:  There is no such provision, and merely increasing CRR or repo rates may not 

solve the problem especially if it is rooted in infrastructural bottlenecks and deeper 

economic issues.  

Statement 4: Marginal Standing Facility is a new Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) window 

created by Reserve Bank of India in its credit policy of May 2011. MSF is the rate at which 

the banks are able to borrow overnight funds from RBI against the approved government 

securities. 

Q Source: Inflation targeting is frequently in news 

 

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 17 
Q37. Consider the following statements regarding the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF). 



1. MSF functions as the last resort for banks to borrow short-term funds over and above 

that available under the Liquidity Adjustment Facility Window (LAF). 

2. MSF is an extraordinary rate at which banks can borrow money from the central bank by 

a much cheaper route than repo rate. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a)  

Justification:  Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) is a new scheme announced by the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) in its Monetary Policy (2011-12) and refers to the penal rate at which 

banks can borrow money from the central bank over and above what is available to them 

through the LAF window. 

Statement 2: MSF, being a penal rate, is always fixed above the repo rate. So, 2 is incorrect.  

• The MSF would be the last resort for banks once they exhaust all borrowing options 

including the liquidity adjustment facility by pledging government securities, where 

the rates are lower in comparison with the MSF.  

• Banks can borrow funds by pledging government securities within the limits of the 

statutory liquidity ratio.  

• The scheme has been introduced by RBI with the main aim of reducing volatility in 

the overnight lending rates in the inter-bank market and to enable smooth monetary 

transmission in the financial system. 

Q Source: Revision: Chapter on Banking: Ramesh Singh 

 

Insights Dec 2019 static quiz 
Consider the following statements about Marginal Standing Facility (MSF). 

1. It is the penal rate at which banks can borrow money from the central bank over and 
above what is available to them through the Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) 
window.  

2. Here banks can borrow funds by pledging government securities within the limits of 
the statutory liquidity ratio. 

3. At present MSF is 1 percent above the repo rate. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 3 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 2 



d) 1, 2, 3 
 

Solution: c) 
 
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) was announced by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its 
Monetary Policy (2011-12) and refers to the penal rate at which banks can borrow money 
from the central bank over and above what is available to them through the LAF window. 
 
MSF is always fixed above the repo rate. The MSF would be a penal rate for banks and the 
banks can borrow funds by pledging government securities within the limits of the statutory 
liquidity ratio. 
Current Repo Rate is 5.15% and MSF is 5.4% (MSF was originally intended to be 1% above 
the repo rate). 
 
 

Shramana, Upasaka and Parivrajaka 
UPSC question 

 

Q91. With reference to the cultural history of India, consider the following pairs: 

1. Parivrajaka  – Renunciant and wanderer 

2. Shramana   –  Priest with a high status 

3. Upasaka     – Lay follower of Buddhism 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1and 2 only 

 

(b) 1 and 3only 

 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: B 

 

Insights question 

2018 Textbook Test Series, Test 16 
We covered Shramanas and Upasakas.  

Q19. With reference to the Shramaṇa tradition, consider the following statements.  

 1. It was a Vedic movement in ancient India. 



 2. Ajivikas and Carvakas were a part of the movement.  

 3. Bhakti cult originated from this movement.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

Solution: c) 

Justification: Statement 1 and 2:  The term refers to several Indian religious movements 

parallel to but separate from the historical Vedic religion. The sramaṇa tradition includes 

Jainism, Buddhism, and others such as the Ajivikas, Ajnanas and Carvakas. 

• Sramaṇas held a view of samsara as full of suffering (Dukka). They practiced Ahimsa 

and rigorous ascetism. They believed in Karma and Moksa and viewed rebirth as 

undesirable.  

• Vedics, on the contrary believe in the efficacy of rituals and sacrifices, performed by 

a privileged group of people, who could improve their life by pleasing certain Gods. 

Statement 3:  Sramanism, emphasizing thought, hard work and discipline, was one of the 

three strands of Hindu philosophy. The other two included Brahmanism, which drew its 

philosophical essence from Mimamsa.  

The third and most popular strand of Indian philosophical thought revolves around the 

concept of Bhakti or Theism, based on the idea of God, as understood in most parts of the 

world. So, Bhakti was not a part of the Sramana tradition.  

Q Source: Page 19: 11th NCERT: Introduction to Arts  

  

2020 Subject-wise Series 

Upasaka was covered in explanation.  



Test 1 Question number 33 

 

 

 

Cauvery basin national parks – Nagarhole, Wayanad etc.  
UPSC question 

 

93. Which of the following Protected areas are located in Cauvery basin? 

1. Nagarhole National Park. 

2. Papikonda National Park. 

3. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve 

4. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: C 

 

 

Insights question 

Nilgiris partly falls in the Cauvery basin – with this basic knowledge and these two questions, 

you could have marked the right answer.  



Thematic Test Series 2020, Test 10 
Q12. Aralam, Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Nagarhole, Bandipur and Silent Valley national parks 

are under which of these Biosphere Reserves?  

a) Agasthyamala   

b) Nilgiri 

c) Wayanad 

d) Seshachalam  

Solution: b)  

Justification: The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is an International Biosphere Reserve in the 

Western Ghats and Nilgiri Hills ranges of South India. The Nilgiri Sub-Cluster is a part of the 

Western Ghats, which was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2012. It includes 

the Aralam, Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Nagarhole, Bandipur and Silent Valley national parks, as 

well as the Wayanad and Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuaries. 

Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve is India's first and foremost biosphere reserves with a heritage, 

rich in flora and fauna. Tribal groups like the Badagas, Todas, Kotas, Irullas, Kurumbas, 

Paniyas, Adiyans, Edanadan Chettis, Allar, Malayan, etc., are native to the reserve 

See http://www.kerenvis.nic.in/Database/BiosphereReservesinKerala_1293.aspx 

Q Source: Based on several UPSC papers  

 

 

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 34  
Q39. Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve encompasses which of the following? 

 1. Bandipur National Park 

 2. Mudumalai National Park 

 3. Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuary 

 4. Periyar National Park 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 2 and 4 only 

http://www.kerenvis.nic.in/Database/BiosphereReservesinKerala_1293.aspx


Solution: c) 

Justification:  The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is an International Biosphere Reserve in the 

Western Ghats and Nilgiri Hills ranges of South India. The Nilgiri Sub-Cluster is a part of the 

Western Ghats, which was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2012. It includes 

the Aralam, Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Nagarhole, Bandipur and Silent Valley national parks, as 

well as the Wayanad and Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuaries. 

A fascinating ecosystem of the hill ranges of Nilgiris and its surrounding environments 

covering a tract of over 5000 square kilometers was constituted as Nilgiris Biosphere 

Reserve by UNESCO in September 1986 under Man and Biosphere Programme. Nilgiris 

Biosphere Reserve is India's first and foremost biosphere reserves with a heritage, rich in 

flora and fauna. Tribal groups like the Badagas, Todas, Kotas, Irullas, Kurumbas, Paniyas, 

Adiyans, Edanadan Chettis, Allar, Malayan, etc., are native to the reserve.  

Q Source: Protected areas of India 

 

RTM question 
Similar Q: 

• Asked in:  

o https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/21/insights-current-affairs-

20-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

o  

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/21/insights-current-affairs-20-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/21/insights-current-affairs-20-march-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


Swamp deep in Kanha 
UPSC question 

 

95. Which one of the following protected areas is well known for the conservation of a sub-

species of the Indian swamp deer (Barasingha) that thrives well on hard ground and is 

exclusively graminivorous? 

 

(a) Kanha National Park 

 

(b) Manas National Park 

 

(c) Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

(d) Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary 

Answer: A 

 

 

Insights question 

This question was spot on!  

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 24 
Q92. It the largest National Park in Central India, and known to inspire Rudyard Kipling for 

his famous novel Jungle Book. It is the only place in India where its official mascot, swamp 

deer, is found. This protected area is located in? 

a) Kanha 

b) Keoladeo 

c) Ranthambore 

d) Bandipur 

Solution: a) 

Justification: Eliminate to reach the answer A. Ranthambore and Keoladeo are in Rajasthan, 

and Bandipur is in Karnataka.  

Learning: Kanha in Madhya Pradesh became first tiger reserve in India to officially introduce 

a mascot named Bhoorsingh the Barasingha (swamp deer), to create a better connect with 

its visitors, especially the younger generation. 

• The mascot aims to present the hard ground swamp deer (Barasingha) as the spirit 

of the reserve and spread awareness to save it from possible extinction.  



• Swamp deer is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh. The Kanha tiger reserve, spread 

over Mandla and Balaghat districts is the only place in the world where the 

Barasingha species exists. 

• The park has a significant population of Bengal tiger, Indian leopards, sloth bear, 

barasingha and Indian wild dog. 

Q Source: National parks in news 

 

RTM question 
 

Similar Q: 

• Asked in: 

o https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-

17-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

o  

 

Which one of the following protected areas is well known for the conservation of a 
sub-species of the Indian swamp deer (Barasingha) that thrives well on hard ground 
and is exclusively graminivorous?  
(a) Kanha National Park 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-17-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/insights-current-affairs-17-june-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


(b) Manas National Park 
(c) Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary 
(d) Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary 
Answer: A 
 

Insights Mar 2020 current affairs quiz 

Consider the following statements regarding Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve 
(KNPTR). 
 1. KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the Satpura hills. 
 2. It is located in Chhattisgarh. 
 3. It has been instrumental in rescuing the swamp deer from extinction.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Hard ground swamp deer (Barasingha or Rucervus duvaucelii), the state animal of Madhya 
Pradesh, is seeing a revival in the Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) after 
having been perilously close to extinction for a long time. 
 
KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the Satpura hills, and is spread over an area of 940 square 
kilometres between Mandla and Balaghat districts of Madhya Pradesh. 
The deer was brought back from the verge of extinction with the help of a successful 
breeding programme and conservation practices at the KNPTR. 
 
Swam deer are already extinct in Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is now found only in south- 
western Nepal and central and northeastern India. 
There are three subspecies of swamp deer found in the Indian Subcontinent. The western 
swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii) found in Nepal, southern swamp deer (Rucervus 
duvaucelii branderi) found in central and north India and eastern swamp deer (Rucervus 
duvaucelii ranjitsinhi) found in the Kaziranga and Dudhwa National Parks. 
 
 

Musk deer 
UPSC question 

Which of the following are the most likely places to find the musk deer in its natural 

habitat? 

1. Askot Wildlife Sanctuary 

2. Gangotri national Park 

3. Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary 



4. Manas national Park 

Select the correct answer using the given code below 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

 

RTM question 
See diagram/map in explanation 

Similar Q: 

• Asked in: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-

6-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/ 

•  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-6-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/08/insights-current-affairs-6-april-2020-revision-through-mcqs/


•  

 

On Road construction materials – Geotextiles 
UPSC question 

Q98. In rural road construction, the use of which of the following is preferred for ensuring 

environmental sustainability or to reduce carbon footprint? 

1. Copper slag 

2. Cold mix asphalt technology 

3. Geotextiles 

4. Hot mix asphalt technology 

5. Portland cement 

Select the correct answer using the given code below 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 4 and 5 only 



(d) 1 and 5 only 

Answer: A 

 

Insights question 

We covered this only partly (geotextiles and asphalt), but apart from geotextiles all other 

options in the UPSC question were fairly simple and easy to eliminate.  

2017 Textbook Test Series, Test 12 
Q96. Geotextiles are generally put to use in 

1. Earth and road construction 

2. Soil sealing and drainage systems 

3. Brick making and fly ash disposal 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: a)  

Justification: It is a permeable geo-synthetic comprised solely of textiles. Geotextiles are 

used with foundation, soil, rock, earth, or any other geotechnical engineering-related 

material.  

• The fabrics in geo textiles are permeable fabrics and are used with soils having ability 

to separate, filter, protect or drain.  

• The application areas include civil engineering, earth and road construction, dam 

engineering, soil sealing and in drainage systems. The fabric used in it must have 

good strength, durability, low moisture absorption and thickness.  

Learning: They are indeed textiles in the traditional sense, but consist of synthetic fibers 

rather than natural ones such as cotton, wool, or silk. So, their biodegradation is not a major  

problem.   

These synthetic fibers are made into a flexible, porous fabric by standard weaving 

machinery or are matted together in a random, or nonwoven, manner. Some are also knit.  

They are porous to water flow across their manufactured plane and also within their plane, 

but to a widely varying degree. 

Q Source: UPSC past year papers 



 

 

2019 Textbook Test Series, Test 6 
Part of question about Asphalt not being an eco-friendly material –the question below 

clarifies.  

Q82. Temperature in cities is much higher than that of villages due to  

 1. Lower forest coverage in cities as compared to villages 

 2. Concrete and asphalt structure in cities capture and release heat 

 3. Vehicular emissions in cities release Greenhouse gases that trap heat 

 4. Cities are more densely populated as compared to villages 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4   

Solution: d) 

Justification: Statement 1:  Forest moderate temperature, cool the surroundings by 

transpiration and capture the carbondioxide that traps heat. Deforestation and low forest 

cover contributes to urban heat islands.  

Statement 2:  The concrete and metals in buildings and the asaphalt of roads get heated up 

during the day. This heat is released during the night. 

Also, the crowded high rise buildings of the cities trap the warm air and thus raise the 

temperature of the cities.  

Statement 3:  Vehicle exhaust emits CO2, NOX and other GHGs that capture heat.  

Statement 4: Density of population and industrial economic activity automatically increase 

the heat generated per unit area.  

Q Source: Additional Research: Page 24: Geography NCERT 7th: Our Environment 

 

 

Coal Ash  
UPSC question 



Q99. Consider the following statements 

1. Coal ash contains arsenic, lead and mercury. 

2. Coal fired power plants release sulphur dioxide and oxides of nitrogen into the 

environment. 

3. High ash content is observed in Indian Coal. 

 Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

 

 

Insights question 

Different questions from test series cover this question.  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 32 
15. Burning coal generates fly ash which contains several toxic pollutants. These include 

 1. Lead 

 2. Zinc 

 3. Arsenic 

 4. Plutonium  

 5. Cadmium 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5   

b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

Solution: d)  

Learning: Burning coal, whether local or imported, generates large quantities of fly ash 

containing toxic pollutants like lead, zinc, arsenic, cadmium, sulphur, mercury and 



radioactive uranium/ thorium isotopes, which adversely affect the health of the people near 

the power stations, often the rural poor, whose disadvantage is worsened by these health 

impacts. 

Studies on people residing near coal-based power plants along the border of Uttar Pradesh 

and Madhya Pradesh have revealed unsafe levels of mercury in their blood samples, at 

times as high as 110 parts per billion. Similarly, studies around a coal power plant in the 

Punjab have indicated widespread radioactive contamination of the environment, impacting 

the health of pregnant women and children. 

Q Source: Based on past year UPSC papers 

 

On high ash content of Indian coal – covered in explanation    

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 5 
Q73. In India, the largest contributor to energy generation is 

a) Coal-based power plants 

b) Nuclear plants 

c) Natural gas based plants 

d) Hydel power plants 

Solution: a) 

Learning: India became the world's third largest producer of electricity in the year 2013 with 

4.8% global share in electricity generation surpassing Japan and Russia. 

India's electricity sector consumes about 72% of the coal produced in the country. The high 

ash content in India's coal affects the thermal power plant's potential emissions.  

 

Q Source: Page 244: Science Xth Standard NCERT 



 

Insights June 2020 static quiz 
Which of the following are the sources of arsenic contamination. 
 1. Weathering of rocks and minerals followed by leaching and runoff. 
 2. Intense exploitation of groundwater 
 3. Iron coprecipitation 
 4. Burning of coal 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The sources of arsenic are natural or may partly stem from anthropogenic activities like 
intense exploitation of groundwater, application of fertilizers, burning of coal and leaching 
of metals from coal-ash tailings. 
 
Arsenic is introduced into soil and groundwater during weathering of rocks and minerals 
followed by subsequent leaching and runoff.  
 
Among the various arsenic removal technologies, lime softening and iron coprecipitation 
have been reported to be the most effective. 
 
 

Insights May 2020 current affairs quiz 
When coal is burned, it releases a number of airborne toxins and pollutants like 
 1. Mercury 
 2. Lead 
 3. Sulfur dioxide 
 4. Nitrogen oxides 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
When coal is burned it releases a number of airborne toxins and pollutants. They include 
Carbon dioxide, mercury, lead, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, particulates, and various 
other heavy metals. Health impacts can range from asthma and breathing difficulties, to 
brain damage, heart problems, cancer, neurological disorders, and premature death. 
 
 



 

 

 

Biochar 
UPSC question 

Q100. What is the use of Biochar in farming? 

1. Biochar can be used as a part of the growing medium in the vertical farming 

2. When biochar is a part of the growing medium, it promotes the growth of nitrogen 

fixing microorganisms. 

3. When biochar is a part of the growing medium, it enables the medium to retain 

water for a longer time. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: D 

 

 

 

Insights question 

Covered in two different questions.  

2020 Textbook Test Series, Test 36 
Q80. Consider the following statements.  

 1. Biochar induces carbon sequestration. 

 2. Biochar is used as a soil amendment.   

 3. Use of Biochar in soil leads to soil-borne diseases. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 



c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3   

Solution: a) 

Justification:  Biochar is found in soils around the world as a result of vegetation fires and 

historic soil management practices. Intensive study of biochar-rich dark earths in the 

Amazon (terra preta), has led to a wider appreciation of biochar’s unique properties as a soil 

enhancer. 

Statement 1:  Biochar is charcoal used as a soil amendment. Like most charcoal, biochar is 

made from biomass via pyrolysis. Biochar is under investigation as an approach to carbon 

sequestration to produce negative carbon dioxide emission.  

Statement 2 and 3:  Independently, biochar can increase soil fertility of acidic soils (low pH 

soils), increase agricultural productivity, and provide protection against some foliar and soil-

borne diseases. 

Biochar reduces pressure on forests. Biochar is a stable solid, rich in carbon, and can endure 

in soil for thousands of years 

Q Source: http://www.biochar-international.org/biochar 

 

2021 Textbook Test Series, Test 4  
Q39. Consider the following about Biochar.  

1. It is obtained from the thermochemical conversion of biomass in an oxygen-rich 

environment. 

2. It has been noted to increase the soil fertility of acidic soils (low pH soils).  

 3. It is known to increase the water retention capacity of soils.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3   

d) 3 only 

Solution: b)  

Justification:  Biochar is charcoal used as a soil amendment for both carbon sequestration 

and soil health benefits. 

http://www.biochar-international.org/biochar


• Biochar technically defined as the solid material obtained from the thermochemical 

conversion of biomass in an oxygen-limited environment. 

• Like most charcoal, biochar is made from biomass via pyrolysis (decomposition 

brought about by high temperatures). 

Biochar may increase the following 

1. Soil fertility of acidic soils (low pH soils), 

2. Agricultural productivity, 

3. Protection against some foliar and soil-borne diseases. 

4. Soil’s water-holding capacity, 

5. Nutrient supply and retention. 

A recent research in Ghana, an African nation proved biochar application could help 

promote cowpea growth and crop yield in the country as well as fight climate change impact 

on soil. 

Q Source: https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/artist-vivek-vilasini-creates-a-food-

forest-in-munnar/article28085161.ece  
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