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General Studies-2; Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 
structure, mandate. 
 

UN Security Council Reforms 
 
Introduction 

• The year 2020 marked the 75th anniversary of the United Nations and its founding Charter with a one-
day high-level event at the General Assembly (UNGA 75), under the theme: ‘The Future we Want, the 
UN we Need: Reaffirming our Collective Commitment to Multilateralism’. 

 
Reform of the UN Security Council 

• There has been growing demand to increase the number of permanent members to reflect the 
contemporary global reality. 

• India, Brazil, South Africa, Germany and Japan are strong contenders for permanent membership of the 
UNSC which has the primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

• The UNSC does not include a permanent member from the African, Australian and South American 
continents, and the pillars of the multilateral order, such as the G-4 group of Brazil, India, Germany and 
Japan, have been ignored for long. 

• Frequent divisions within the UNSC P-5 end up blocking key decisions. 

• When the coronavirus pandemic has brought the world to a standstill; yet, the UN, the UNSC, and WHO 
have failed to play an effective role in helping nations deal with the spread. 

• The grouping of India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) expressed “frustration” over the “slow” pace of 
progress on reform of the UN Security Council and said the time has come to move towards a result-
oriented process to expand the key global body. 

• In recent times the credibility of UNSC has suffered a severe blow as it has been ineffective and 
inefficient in tackling the conflicts in different parts of the world such as Syria, Ukraine etc. in most of 
these situations UNSC has remained mere a mute spectator. 

• Therefore, the demand for reforms in the council has become a necessity to restore its credibility and 
effectiveness in maintaining international peace and security. 

 
India's Call for the Reform 

• India called for reform of its “outdated structures”, pointing out that in the absence of comprehensive 
changes, the world body today faces a “crisis of confidence”. 

• India has been at the forefront of demanding reform in the UN, particularly its principal organ, the 
Security Council, for decades, staking its claim as one of the world’s largest economies and most 
populous countries, with a track record in promoting a rules-based international order, and contributing 
to peacekeeping through UN forces. 

• For India, what has been most frustrating is that despite the dysfunctional power balance that prevails, 
the UN’s reform process, held through Inter Governmental Negotiations (IGN) has not made progress 
over decades, despite commitments. 

 
Implications on new Global Order 

• The reform of Security Council will stop it from becoming obsolete. 

• Broader membership of the Security Council, with increased and enhanced representation of countries 
with the capacity and willingness to contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security, 
including from Africa, will allow it to preserve its credibility and create the political backing needed for 
the peaceful resolution of today’s international crises. 

• There is a clear need for an enhanced role of developing countries and of major contributors to the 
United Nations to make the Council more legitimate, effective and representative. 
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• On the one hand, the world is experiencing unparalleled levels of prosperity and connectivity, yet these 
advances are associated with ever greater complexity and systemic risks, increasing the liberal order’s 
vulnerability to collapse.  

• Faced with threats ranging from climate change to massive technological advancement, the world is in 
desperate need of stable and able global governance. 

 
Way Forward For India 

• India should once again become a consensus-builder, instead of being detached as it has become to be. 

• India’s singular objective as a non-permanent member should be to help build a stable and secure 
external environment. 

• In doing so, India will promote its own people’s prosperity, regional and global security and growth, and 
a rule-based world order. 

• It could emerge a partner of choice for developing and developed countries alike. 

• There is a deficit of international leadership on global issues, especially on security, migrant movement, 
poverty, and climate change. 

• Given this, India has an opportunity to promote well-balanced, common solutions. 
 
Conclusion 

• The world is shifting to a new multi-polar order with the US and China at its centre. 

• We need to restore and rebuild stable institutions and rules that acknowledge the changed context. 

• The role of international mechanisms of cooperation such as the UN, G20, regional organizations, non-
state actors – especially financial and philanthropic actors – will also need to be elevated. It should start 
with reform of UNSC. 
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