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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 2nd-Nov-2020 
 

1. Consider the following statements about Sardar Vallabhai Patel: 

1. Sardar Vallabhai Patel was elected for the first time as the Sanitation 

Commissioner of Ahmedabad in 1917. 

2. Sardar Patel did not identify himself with Gandhi’s moral convictions 

and ideals. 

3. He was a revolutionary leader in the Indian independence movement. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 only 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Source: S1: In 1917 he was elected for the first time as the 

Sanitation Commissioner of Ahmedabad. From 1924 to 1928 he 

was Chairman of the Municipal Committee. The years of his 

association with the Municipal administration were marked by 

much meaningful work for the improvement of civic life. Work was 

done to improve water supply, sanitation and town planning and 

the Municipality was transformed, from being a mere adjunct to 

the British rule, into a popular body with a will of its own. 

• Source: S2: In 1917 Patel found the course of his life changed after 

having been influenced by Mohandas K. Gandhi. Patel adhered to 

Gandhi’s satyagraha (policy of nonviolence) insofar as it 

furthered the Indian struggle against the British. But he did 

not identify himself with Gandhi’s moral convictions and 

ideals, and he regarded Gandhi’s emphasis on their universal 

application as irrelevant to India’s immediate political, 

economic, and social problems. Nevertheless, having resolved to 

follow and support Gandhi, Patel changed his style and 

appearance. He quit the Gujarat Club, dressed in the white cloth of 

the Indian peasant, and ate in the Indian manner. 

• S3: Patel, however, was no revolutionary. In the crucial debate 

over the objectives of the Indian National Congress during the 

years 1928 to 1931, Patel believed (like Gandhi and Motilal Nehru, 

but unlike Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose) that the 

https://www.inc.in/en/our-inspiration/sardar-vallabhbhai-patel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vallabhbhai-Patel
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goal of the Indian National Congress should be dominion status 

within the British Commonwealth—not independence. In contrast 

to Jawaharlal Nehru, who condoned violence in the struggle for 

independence, Patel ruled out armed revolution, not on moral 

but on practical grounds. Patel held that it would be abortive and 

would entail severe repression. Patel, like Gandhi, saw advantages 

in the future participation of a free India in a British 

Commonwealth, provided that India was admitted as an equal 

member. He emphasized the need to foster Indian self-reliance and 

self-confidence, but, unlike Gandhi, he did not regard Hindu-

Muslim unity as a prerequisite for independence. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/rashtriya-ekta-

diwas-2/ 

2. Which of the following factors affect the formation of Typhoons? 

1. upper atmosphere convergence 

2. sufficient coriolis force 

3. moist mid-atmosphere 

4. warm ocean water 

5. low atmospheric stability 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) All of the above 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Several atmospheric ingredients must come together to favor the 

formation of a typhoon. Since a typhoon is just another term for 

hurricane, the same conditions apply for both. There are perhaps 

seven atmospheric conditions which, if met, could cause a typhoon 

to form. A pre-existing disturbance, warm ocean water, low 

atmospheric stability, sufficient Coriolis force, moist mid-

atmosphere, and upper atmosphere divergence are all 

important factors for typhoon formation.  

• These factors are important in that tremendous amounts of heat 

energy is transported from the tropics northward to the higher 

latitudes. The typhoon is a large heat engine, where great 

amounts of heat are being produced from the process of latent 

heat of condensation. This occurs as water vapor is being 

evaporated from the ocean surface and condensed into cloud 

droplets. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/typhoon-goni/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/rashtriya-ekta-diwas-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/rashtriya-ekta-diwas-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/typhoon-goni/
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3. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Medical Commission (NMC) is an elected body where all 

members of the commission are elected by medical practitioners 

themselves. 

2. One of key function of NMC is to framing guidelines for determination 

of fee for up to 50% of the seats in the private medical institutions. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: National Medical Commission (NMC) is an Indian regulatory 

body of 33 members which regulates medical education and 

medical professionals. These members will be appointed by the 

central government on the recommendation of a committee. It 

replaced the Medical Council of India on 25 September 2020. 

o Apart from the Chairman, the NMC will consist of 10 ex-

officio members and 22 part-time members appointed by the 

Central government. 

• S2: Main Functions of the NMC include:  

o Laying down policies for regulating medical institutions and 

medical professionals. 

o Assessing the requirements of human resources and 

infrastructure in healthcare and medicines. 

o Ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils with the 

regulations made under the Bill. 

o Framing guidelines for determination of fee for up to 

50% of the seats in the private medical institutions. 

o The NMC will make guidelines for a new cadre of non-MBBS 

mid-level health service providers such as nurse 

practitioners and pharmacists with limited rights to 

prescribe Medicines. 

o Appellate powers. 

o Common entrance examination. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/minimum-

requirements-for-annual-mbbs-admissions-regulations-2020/ 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) passes through Gilgit 

Baltistan region. 

2. This region is home to Uighur Muslim community. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/minimum-requirements-for-annual-mbbs-admissions-regulations-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/minimum-requirements-for-annual-mbbs-admissions-regulations-2020/
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3. Three of the world’s longest glaciers outside the polar regions are 

found in Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Where is Gilgit Baltistan located? 

• It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west and 

Kashmir in the south east. 

• It shares a geographical boundary with Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir, and India considers it as part of the UT of Ladakh, 

while Pakistan sees it as a separate from PoK. 

• Key points: 

o China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) passes through 

this region. 

o The region is home to five of the “eight-thousanders” and 

to more than fifty peaks above 7,000 metres (23,000 ft). 

o Three of the world’s longest glaciers outside the polar 

regions are found in Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/gilgit-baltistan-a-

part-of-india-says-mea/ 

5. ‘National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre’ (NCIIPC) 

has broadly identified which of the following as ‘Critical Sectors’ : 

1. Power & Energy 

2. Banking, Financial Services & Insurance 

3. Telecom 

4. Transport 

5. Government 

6. Strategic & Public Enterprises 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 

(b) 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 

(c) 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• The Information Technology Act, 2000 defines Critical 

Information Infrastructure (CII) as “… those computer resource, the 

incapacitation or destruction of which, shall have debilitating 

impact on national security, economy, public health or safety".  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/gilgit-baltistan-a-part-of-india-says-mea/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/gilgit-baltistan-a-part-of-india-says-mea/
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• NCIIPC has broadly identified the following as ‘Critical 

Sectors’ :-  

o Power & Energy 

o Banking, Financial Services & Insurance 

o Telecom 

o Transport 

o Government 

o Strategic & Public Enterprises 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/file-firs-for-

cybercrime-states-told/ 

6. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kaziranga National park was declared as a World Heritage Site by 

UNESCO. 

2. The park hosts two-thirds of the world’s Black rhinoceroses. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Places in News- Kaziranga National Park and Tiger 

Reserve (KNPTR): 

• It is a national park in Assam. 

• Formed in 1908 on the recommendation of Mary Curzon, the park 

is located in the edge of the Eastern Himalayan biodiversity 

hotspots – Golaghat and Nagaon district. 

• It hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one-horned rhinoceroses. 

• It is a World Heritage Site. 

• It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife 

International for the conservation of avifaunal species. 

• Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused 

on the ‘big four’ species— Rhino, Elephant, Royal Bengal tiger 

and Asiatic water buffalo. 

• Kaziranga is crisscrossed by four main rivers — Brahmaputra, 

Diphlu, Mora Diphlu and Mora Dhansiri. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/ 

7. The term ‘16 Psyche’ was in news recently, it is a/an/the: 

(a) Asteroid 

(b) Comet 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/file-firs-for-cybercrime-states-told/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/file-firs-for-cybercrime-states-told/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
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(c) Supersonic aircraft 

(d) Exoplanet 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• What is 16 Psyche? 

• It is an asteroid which orbits between Mars and Jupiter. 

• Located around 370 million kilometres away from Earth in the 

asteroid belt. 

• First discovered in 1853 and was named after the ancient Greek 

goddess of the soul, Psyche. 

• Why in News? 

• A recent study has found that this asteroid could be made entirely 

of metal and is worth an estimated $10,000 quadrillion — more 

than the entire economy of Earth. 

• Images from NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has shown that the 

surface may mostly comprise iron and nickel, similar to the 

Earth’s core. 

 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
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8. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a concrete gravity dam on the Narmada 

river 

2. Narmada rises from Amarkantak Plateau 

3. Narmada river does not form delta 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a concrete gravity dam on the 

Narmada river in Kevadiya near Navagam, Gujarat in India. Four 

Indian states, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 

Rajasthan, receive water and electricity supplied from the dam. 

• S2: Narmada rises from Amarkantak Plateau in Anuppur district 

Madhya Pradesh. 

• S3: Narmada flow through hard rocks and is not able to form 

distributaries before they enter the sea. Being the rift valley 

river, Narmada river does not form delta. Rift Valley River forms 

estuaries. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/ 

9. Which of the following Lake is located in Jammu and Kashmir? 

(a) Mansar Lake 

(b) Sivasagar Lake 

(c) Sukhna Lake 

(d) Hamirsar Lake 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Mansar Lake Project: 

• Context: 

• Mansar Lake Development Plan in Jammu and Kashmir was 

inaugurated recently. 

• The project is eyed to attract almost 20 lakh tourists every year 

and create employment for 1.15 crore man-days with an income 

generation of ₹800 crore per year. 

• About Mansar lake: 

• Mansar Lake is situated 62 km from Jammu. 

• Surinsar-Mansar Lakes are designated as Ramsar Convention in 

November 2005. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
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o  

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/ 

10. Which among the following is a manmade Ramsar site? 

(a) Bhoj Wetland 

(b) Hokera Wetland 

(c) Kolleru Lake 

(d) Loktak Lake 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Bhoj Wetland consists of two lakes located in the city of Bhopal, 

the capital of Madhya Pradesh. The two lakes are the Bhojtal 

(Upper Lake) and the Lower Lake, which lie to the west of the city 

centre. It is a man-made reservoir. More than 20,000 birds are 

observed annually. Bhoj Wetland was recognized as a wetland of 

international importance under the Ramsar Convention in 

2002. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 3rd-Nov-2020 
 

11. Consider the following statements: 

1. When the Constitution was adopted, contempt of court was made one 

of the restrictions on freedom of speech and expression. 

2. The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 was amended in 2006 to introduce 

‘truth’ as a valid defence a charge of contempt. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-november-2020/
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Relevant provisions: 

o Articles 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers 

the Supreme Court and High Court respectively to punish 

people for their respective contempt. 

o Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the 

power of the High Court to punish contempts of its 

subordinate courts. 

o The Constitution also includes contempt of court as a 

reasonable restriction to the freedom of speech and 

expression under Article 19, along with elements like 

public order and defamation. 

• S2: For many years, truth was seldom considered a defence 

against a charge of contempt. There was an impression that the 

judiciary tended to hide any misconduct among its individual 

members in the name of protecting the image of the institution. 

The Act was amended in 2006 to introduce truth as a valid 

defence, if it was in public interest and was invoked in a bona fide 

manner. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/contempt-of-court-

6/ 

12. The Section 8 of the RP Act, 1951 was in news recently, it deals with 

which of the following? 

(a) Voting through postal ballot 

(b) Disqualification of MPs and MLAs 

(c) Ceiling on expenditure 

(d) Electoral funding 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The Representation of the People Act, 1951 specifies the 

qualifications and the disqualifications of Members of Parliament 

and state legislatures. In particular, the first three subsections of 

Section 8 list various offences, and state that anyone who has 

been convicted of these offences is disqualified.  

• Section 8 (3) of the Act states that if an MP or MLA is convicted 

for any other crime and is sent to jail for 2 years or more, he/ she 

will be disqualified for 6 years from the time of release. 

• Even if a person is on bail after the conviction and his appeal is 

pending for disposal, he is disqualified from contesting an election. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/contempt-of-court-6/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/contempt-of-court-6/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/hc-panel-questions-

setting-up-of-special-courts-to-try-mps/ 

13. Consider the following statements: 

1. Agriculture is in the state list under the Constitution. 

2. Both Centre and the states have powers to control production, supply 

and distribution of products of agriculture. 

3. When a state law contradicts a Central law on the same subject, the 

law passed by State Legislative Assembly prevails. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 only 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Agriculture is in the state list under the Constitution. 

• S2: But, Entry 33 of the Concurrent List provides Centre and 

the states powers to control production, supply and distribution 

of products of any industry, including agriculture. 

• Usually, when a state wants to amend a Central law made under 

one of the items in the concurrent list, it needs the clearance of the 

Centre. 

• S3: When a state law contradicts a Central law on the same 

subject, the law passed by Parliament prevails. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/can-states-refuse-to-

implement-central-laws/ 

14. Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India? 

(a) Supreme Court of India 

(b) President of India 

(c) Ministry of External Affairs 

(d) Ministry of Home Affairs 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India? 

• The Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) Division, Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India is the Central/Nodal 

Authority that administers the Extradition Act and it processes 

incoming and outgoing Extradition Requests. 

• An alleged offender may not be extradited to the requesting state in 

the following cases: 

o No treaty – In absence of a treaty, States are not obligated to 

extradite aliens/nationals. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/hc-panel-questions-setting-up-of-special-courts-to-try-mps/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/hc-panel-questions-setting-up-of-special-courts-to-try-mps/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/can-states-refuse-to-implement-central-laws/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/can-states-refuse-to-implement-central-laws/
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o No treaty crime – Extradition is generally limited to crimes 

identified in the treaty which may vary in relation to one 

State from another, as provided by the treaty. 

o Military and Political Offences – Extradition may be denied 

for purely military and political offences. Terrorist offences 

and violent crimes are excluded from the definition of 

political offences for the purposes of extradition treaties. 

o Want of Dual Criminality – Dual criminality exists when 

conduct constituting the offence amounts to a criminal 

offence in both India and the foreign country. 

o Procedural considerations – Extradition may be denied when 

due procedure as required by the Extradition Act of 1962 is 

not followed. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/what-is-extradition/ 

15. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of 

organic waste matter. 

2. The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, as per 

the Bureau of Indian Standards, is 1.5 ppm. 

3. Bureau of Indian Standards is an agency of the Government of India, 

under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• S2: The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, 

as per the Bureau of Indian Standards, is 0.5 ppm. 

• S1: Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the 

breakdown of organic waste matter. 

• S3: The Bureau of Indian Standards is the national Standards 

Body of India working under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer 

Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/spike-in-ammonia-

levels-in-yamuna/ 

16. Whether or not to provide reservation to the Economically Weaker 

Sections (EWS) of the society for appointment in State Government jobs 

and for admission to State Government educational institutions, is to be 

decided by the: 

(a) Central Government 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/what-is-extradition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/spike-in-ammonia-levels-in-yamuna/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/spike-in-ammonia-levels-in-yamuna/
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(b) High Court 

(c) State Government 

(d) Both (a) and (c) 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The Constitution (One Hundred and Third Amendment) Act 

2019 passed by the Parliament of India enables the State (i.e 

both the Central and State Governments) to provide reservation 

to the Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of the society.  

• Whether or not to provide reservation to the Economically 

Weaker Sections (EWS) of the society for appointment in State 

Government jobs and for admission to State Government 

educational institutions, as per provisions of the newly inserted 

Articles 15(6) and 16(6) of the constitution, is to be decided by 

the concerned State Government. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/ 

17. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Travancore tortoise primarily feeds on small rodents, rats and 

gophers. 

2. Its habitat is now restricted to the Eastern Ghats states. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Travancore Tortoise: 

• It is a large forest tortoise growing up to 330 millimetres in length. 

• S1: It primarily feeds on grasses and herbs. It also feeds on 

molluscs, insects, animal carcass, fungi and fruits. 

• Status: IUCN Red list - vulnerable; Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act: 

Schedule IV. 

• S2: Distribution: restricted to the Western Ghats, in the Indian 

states of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/ 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
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18. Arrange the following countries in the direction of North to South: 

1. Somalia 

2. Eritrea 

3. Kenya 

4. Tanzania 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1-2-3-4 

(b) 2-1-3-4 

(c) 1-2-4-3 

(d) 2-1-4-3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Mission Sagar – II: 

• As part of Mission Sagar-II, Indian Naval Ship Airavat will deliver 

food aid to Sudan, South Sudan, Djibouti and Eritrea. 

• Mission Sagar-II, follows the first ‘Mission Sagar’ undertaken in 

May-June 2020, wherein India reached out to Maldives, Mauritius, 

Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, and provided food aid and 

medicines. 
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Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/ 

19. Consider the following statements about ‘Maharani Jindan Kaur’: 

1. She was a monarch of the Rajput dynasty. 

2. She led a spirited resistance to the encroachment of the British into 

the Rajasthan. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Maharani Jindan Kaur: 

• She was the youngest wife of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

• She was also the mother of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last ruler 

of the empire, who was raised by the British. 

• She led a spirited resistance to the encroachment of the British 

into the Punjab, but was eventually forced to surrender. 

• Why in News? 

o In news for the auction of some of her jewellery at Bonhams 

Islamic and Indian Art sale in London earlier this week. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/ 

20. If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972, what is the implication? 

(a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant. 

(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances. 

(c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 

(d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem. 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• These are Endemic plants where Cultivation of specified plants 

without licence is prohibited. 

• From the Wildlife protection Act: (1) No person shall cultivate a 

specified plant except under and in accordance with a licence 

granted by the Chief Wild Life Warden or any other officer 

authorised by the State Government in this behalf: Provided that 

nothing in this section shall prevent a person, who immediately 

before the commencement of the Wild Life (Protection) 

(Amendment) Act, 1991 (44 of 1991), was cultivating a specified 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-november-2020/
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plant from carrying on such cultivation for a period of six months 

from such commencement or where he has made an application 

within that period for the grant of a licence to him, until the licence 

is granted to him or he is informed in writing that a licence cannot 

be granted to him. 

See Chapter IIIA 17C http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1972-

53_0.pdf 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 4th-Nov-2020 
 

21. Consider the following statements: 

1. During El Nino, the surface winds across the entire tropical Pacific are 

weaker than usual. 

2. During La Nina, the surface winds across the entire tropical Pacific 

are stronger than usual. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• S1: During El Nino, the surface winds across the entire tropical 

Pacific are weaker than usual. Ocean temperatures in the central 

and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean are warmer than average, 

and rainfall is below average over Indonesia and above average over 

the central or eastern Pacific. 

• S2: During La Nina, it’s the opposite. The surface winds across 

the entire tropical Pacific are stronger than usual, and most of the 

tropical Pacific Ocean is cooler than average. Rainfall increases 

over Indonesia (where waters remain warm) and decreases over the 

central tropical Pacific (which is cool). Over Indonesia, there is 

more rising air motion and lower surface pressure. There is more 

sinking air motion over the cooler waters of the central and eastern 

Pacific. 

http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1972-53_0.pdf
http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1972-53_0.pdf
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•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/what-is-la-nina/ 

22. With reference to ‘Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushdhi Pariyojana’, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a campaign launched by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. 

2. Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of 

PMBJP. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About PMBJP: 

• It is a campaign launched by the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers. 

• It seeks to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the 

masses through special kendra’s known as Pradhan Mantri 

Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra. 

• Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 

2015. 

• Implementation: 

o Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the 

implementing agency of PMBJP. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/what-is-la-nina/
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o BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of 

India) has been established under the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of all the 

CPSUs. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/pradhan-mantri-

bhartiya-janaushdhi-pariyojana/ 

23. Consider the following pairs: 

Vitamin Name  Deficiency Diseases 

1. Vitamin A   Hyperkeratosis 

2. Vitamin B1    Beriberi 

3. Vitamin D   Rickets 

Which of the given above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Vitamin A – Hyperkeratosis, night blindness, and keratomalacia 

• Vitamin B1 (Thiamine) – Beriberi 

• Vitamin B2 (Riboflavin) – Slow growth, sore eyes 

• Vitamin C – Scurvy 

• Vitamin D – Rickets 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/scheme-on-

fortification-of-rice/ 

24. Consider the following statements: 

1. Like humans, Whales are warm-blooded mammals. 

2. Whales play a significant role in capturing carbon from the 

atmosphere. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Whales are the largest animals on Earth and they live in every 

ocean. Whales are warm-blooded creatures that nurse their 

young. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/pradhan-mantri-bhartiya-janaushdhi-pariyojana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/pradhan-mantri-bhartiya-janaushdhi-pariyojana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/scheme-on-fortification-of-rice/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/scheme-on-fortification-of-rice/
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• Source: S2: Whales are at the top of the food chain and have an 

important role in the overall health of the marine environment. 

Whales play a significant role in capturing carbon from the 

atmosphere; each great whale sequesters an estimated 33 tons of 

CO2 on average, thus playing their part in the fight against climate 

change. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/more-than-100-

beached-whales-saved-off-sri-lanka/ 

25. Which of the following pairs (National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary: State 

located) is not correctly matched? 

(a) Madhav National Park: Madhya Pradesh 

(b) Sitamata Wildlife Sanctuary: Maharashtra 

(c) Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary: Rajasthan 

(d) Valley of Flowers National Park: Uttarakhand 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• Six new sites apart from the Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary were 

identified under Project Lion that was announced by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on August 15, 2020. 

• The six new sites include: 

o Madhav National Park, Madhya Pradesh. 

o Sitamata Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan. 

o Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan. 

o Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, Madhya Pradesh. 

o Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan. 

o Jessore-Balaram Ambaji WLS and adjoining landscape, 

Gujarat. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-

proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/ 

26. Consider the following statements: 

1. Lions are the only cats that live in groups 

2. Only male lions boast manes 

3. At present Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is the only abode 

of the Asiatic lion 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/whale
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/more-than-100-beached-whales-saved-off-sri-lanka/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/more-than-100-beached-whales-saved-off-sri-lanka/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/
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• S1: Lions are the only cats that live in groups, called prides. Prides 

are family units that may include up to three males, a dozen or so 

females, and their young. 

• S2: Only male lions boast manes, the impressive fringe of long hair 

that encircles their heads. 

• S3: At present Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is the only 

abode of the Asiatic lion. The last surviving population of the 

Asiatic lions is a compact tract of dry deciduous forest and open 

grassy scrublands in southwestern part of Saurashtra region of 

Gujarat. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-

proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/ 

27. Consider the following statements: 

1. World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is an international non-governmental 

organization. 

2. The Living Planet Report is published every two years by the World 

Wide Fund for Nature. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• About WWF: 

o It is an international non-governmental organization 

o Founded in 1961 

o Headquarter — Gland (Switzerland). 

• Aim : wilderness preservation & the reduction of human impact on 

the environment 

o It is the world’s largest conservation organization 

• Objectives: 

o Conserving the world’s biological diversity 

o Ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 

sustainable 

o Promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful 

consumption 

• Reports & programmes: 

o Living Planet Report— published every two years by WWF 

since 1998; it is based on a Living Planet Index and 

ecological footprint calculation 

o Earth hour 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/project-lion-proposal-identifies-6-relocation-sites/
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o Debt-for-nature swaps–financial transactions in which a 

portion of a developing nation’s foreign debt is forgiven in 

exchange for local investments in environmental 

conservation measures. 

o Marine Stewardship Council(MSC) — independent non-

profit organization which sets a standard for sustainable 

fishing 

o Healthy GrownPotato — eco-brand that provides high-

quality, sustainably grown, packaged, and shipped potatoes 

to consumers by leveraging integrated pest management(IPM) 

farming practices on large scale farms 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/wwf-identifies-100-

cities-including-30-in-india-facing-severe-water-risk-by-2050/ 

28. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund is an Indian-government 

backed entity established to provide long-term capital to the country’s 

infrastructure sector. 

2. NIIF was set up as an alternative investment fund (AIF) in 2016 with a 

planned corpus of 100,000 crore. 

3. The Indian government has 49 per cent stake in NIIF with the rest 

held by foreign and domestic investors. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 3 only 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR): 

• PM to chair VGIR on 5th November, 2020. 

• Organized by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India, and 

National Investment and Infrastructure Fund. 

• It is an exclusive dialogue between leading global institutional 

investors, Indian business leaders and the highest decision makers 

from the Government of India and Financial Market Regulators. 

• S1: NIIF, short for National Investment and Infrastructure Fund, 

is an Indian-government backed entity established to provide long-

term capital to the country’s infrastructure sector. 

• S2: Budget 2015 set the ball rolling for its creation and NIIF was 

set up as an alternative investment fund (AIF) in December 2016 

with a planned corpus of ₹40,000 crore. 

• S3: The Indian government has 49 per cent stake in NIIF with 

the rest held by marquee foreign and domestic investors such as 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/wwf-identifies-100-cities-including-30-in-india-facing-severe-water-risk-by-2050/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/wwf-identifies-100-cities-including-30-in-india-facing-severe-water-risk-by-2050/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

25 

   

Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, Temasek and HDFC Group. With 

the Centre’s significant stake, NIIF is considered India’s quasi 

sovereign wealth fund. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-4-november-2020/ 

29. With reference to India’s Desert National Park, which of the following 

statements are correct? 

1. It is spread over two districts. 

2. There is no human habitation inside the Park. 

3. It is one of the natural habitats of Great Indian Bustard. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Situated in Jaisalmer and Barmer districts of Indian state 

Rajasthan. 

• S2: This is clearly incorrect. A national park can have human 

habitation. 

• S3: Great Indian Bustards (GIB): 

o IUCN status: critically endangered. 

o Found in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

o Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)Act, 

1972 and in the CMS Convention and in Appendix I of 

CITES. 

o Identified as one of the species for the recovery 

programme under the Integrated Development of Wildlife 

Habitats of the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

o Project Great Indian Bustard — state of Rajasthan — 

identifying and fencing off bustard breeding grounds in 

existing protected areas as well as provide secure breeding 

enclosures in areas outside protected areas. 

o Protected areas: Desert National Park Sanctuary — 

Rajasthan, Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary – Andhra Pradesh 

and Karera Wildlife Sanctuary– Madhya Pradesh. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-november-2020/
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30. Consider the following statements: 

1. 36% of India’s districts are classified as “overexploited” or “critical” by 

the Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA). 

2. CGWA was formed under the Environment (Protection) Act. 

3. India has the largest area under groundwater irrigation in the world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: About 29% are such, not 26%. Out of the 5723 assessment 

units assessed jointly by State Ground Water Departments and 

CGWB in the country, 4078 are safe (71%), 550 are semi critical 

(10%), 226 are critical (4%) and 839 are over exploited (15%). See 

https://niti.gov.in/planningcommission.gov.in/docs/reports/genre

p/rep_grndwat.pdf 

• S2: Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) constituted under 

Section 3(3) of ‘The Environment (Protection) Act, (1986)’ regulates 

extraction of ground water through guidelines which are updated 

regularly. 

• S3: At 39 million hectares (67% of its total irrigation), India has the 

world’s largest groundwater well equipped irrigation system (China 

with 19 mha is second, USA with 17 mha is third). 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 

 

https://niti.gov.in/planningcommission.gov.in/docs/reports/genrep/rep_grndwat.pdf
https://niti.gov.in/planningcommission.gov.in/docs/reports/genrep/rep_grndwat.pdf
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 5th-Nov-2020 

 

31. Consider the following statements: 

1. Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 provides for 

maintenance not only to the wife but also to child and parents. 

2. The Supreme Court can use extraordinary powers under Article 142 of 

the Constitution to grant divorce in a case of “irretrievable breakdown 

of marriage”. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, Section 125 – This section 

provides for maintenance not only to the wife but also to child 

and parents. Court may order a husband who has sufficient 

means but neglects or refuses to maintain his wife who is unable to 

maintain herself to provide monthly maintenance to her. 

• Source: S2: Currently, Hindu marriage law does not include 

"irretrievable breakdown of marriage" as a ground for divorce. 

However, the apex court in a number of cases has provided the 

said relief using its extraordinary powers under Article 142 that 

allow it to do "complete justice". 

o Article 142, the court said, “provide(s) a unique power to 

the Supreme Court, to do “complete justice” between the 

parties, i.e., where at times law or statute may not provide a 

remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a 

dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case. 

It is with this objective that we find it appropriate to take 

recourse to this provision in the present case.”  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/guidelines-for-

matrimonial-cases/ 

32. The ‘Char-Chapori Culture’ was in news sometimes, here ‘Char-Chaporis’ 

refers to: 

(a) original inhabitants of Assam 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sc-supreme-court-use-extraordinary-powers-constitution-allow-divorce-6186310/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/guidelines-for-matrimonial-cases/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/guidelines-for-matrimonial-cases/
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(b) migrants from Bangladesh 

(c) shifting riverine islands of the Brahmaputra 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Char-chaporis are shifting riverine islands of the Brahmaputra 

and are primarily inhabited by the Muslims of Bengali-origin 

(pejoratively referred to as ‘Miyas’). 

• A char is a floating island while chaporis are low-lying flood-prone 

riverbanks. 

• Prone to floods and erosion, these areas are marked by low 

development indices. 80% of the Char population lives below 

poverty line. 

• A UNDP Assam Human Development report from 2014 describes 

the char areas as suffering from “communication deficits, lack of 

adequate schooling facilities beyond primary, girl child marriage, 

poverty and illiteracy”. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/the-miyas-of-assam-

and-their-char-chapori-culture/ 

33. Consider the following statements: 

1. Even if a state law prescribes for death sentence, the power to grant 

pardon lies with the President of India and not the Governor of State. 

2. Governor of State can pardon, reprive, respite, remit, suspend or 

commute the punishment of any person convicted of any offence 

against a Central law. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Pardoning Powers of Governor: 

• Article 161 deals with the Pardoning Power of the Governor. 

• S2: The Governor can grant pardons, reprieves, respites and 

remissions of punishments or suspend, remit and commute the 

sentence of any person convicted of any offence against any law 

relating to a matter to which the executive power of the state 

extends. 

• S1: The Governor cannot Pardon a Death Sentence. (The 

President has the power of Pardon a death Sentence). 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/the-miyas-of-assam-and-their-char-chapori-culture/
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• The Governor cannot grant pardon, reprieve, respite, suspension, 

remission or commutation in respect to punishment or sentence by 

a court-martial. However, the President can do so. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/governor-can-rule-

on-rajiv-convicts-plea/ 

34. A panel headed by Shashi Shekhar Vempati was in news recently, is set 

up to review: 

(a) NPA in public sector banks 

(b) TRP norms 

(c) COVID situation in state 

(d) Election malpractices 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has constituted a four-

member committee to review the guidelines on television rating 

agencies. 

• It will be headed by Shashi Shekhar Vempati, CEO of Prasar 

Bharati. 

• Background: 

o This comes after the Mumbai police investigations which 

revealed that a few news channels had tampered with the 

ratings. 

• Need for new guidelines: 

o A need has been felt to have a fresh look keeping in view of 

the recent recommendations of TRAI, technological 

advancements and for further strengthening of the 

procedures for a credible and transparent rating system. 

• What is Target Rating Point (TRP)? 

o Sometimes it is also known as the Television Rating 

Points. 

o It is the metric used by the marketing and advertising 

agencies to evaluate viewership. 

o TRPs represent how many people, from which socio-

economic categories, watched which channels for how much 

time during a particular period. 

• How is it recorded? 

o In India, the TRP is recorded by the Broadcast Audience 

Research Council using Bar-O-Meters that are installed on 

televisions in selected households. 

o As on date, the BARC has installed these meters in 44,000 

households across the country. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/governor-can-rule-on-rajiv-convicts-plea/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/governor-can-rule-on-rajiv-convicts-plea/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/panel-to-review-trp-

norms/ 

35. With reference to ‘UNFCCC- Paris Agreement’ (2015), consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Paris Agreement’s central aim is to strengthen the global response 

to the threat of climate change by keeping a global temperature rise 

this century well below 2.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

2. The agreement aims to increase the ability of countries to deal with 

the impacts of climate change, and at making finance flows consistent 

with a low GHG emissions and climate-resilient pathway. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Paris Agreement central aim is to strengthen the global 

response to the threat of climate change by keeping a global 

temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above 

pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the 

temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

• S2: the agreement aims to increase the ability of countries to deal 

with the impacts of climate change, and at making finance flows 

consistent with a low GHG emissions and climate-resilient 

pathway. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/u-s-formally-exits-

paris-pact-on-curbing-climate-change/ 

36. Consider the following organisms:  

1. Bacteria  

2. Fungi  

3. Virus  

Which of the above are decomposer organisms? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• A decomposer is an organism that decomposes, or breaks down, 

organic material such as the remains of dead organisms. 

Decomposers include bacteria and fungi. These organisms carry 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/panel-to-review-trp-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/panel-to-review-trp-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/u-s-formally-exits-paris-pact-on-curbing-climate-change/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/u-s-formally-exits-paris-pact-on-curbing-climate-change/
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out the process of decomposition, which all living organisms 

undergo after death. 

• Viruses are nonliving when outside the host. They invade other 

organisms, but they’re not decomposers. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/bio-decomposer-

technique/ 

37. The ‘Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge’ is launched by which of the 

following? 

(a) Ministry of External Affairs 

(b) Ministry of Rural Development 

(c) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

(d) NITI Aayog 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge: 

• Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry. 

• It is a challenge for cities to develop and implement initiatives to 

improve the quality of life of young children, caregivers and 

families. 

• It will be open for the 100 Smart Cities, cities with population of 

more than 5 lakh and State/Union Territory capitals. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/ 

38. The ‘Data Maturity Assessment Framework’ (DMAF) is sometimes 

mentioned in news in reference to: 

(a) Smart cities 

(b) Budget management 

(c) Social audit 

(d) Climate change 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Data Maturity Assessment Framework (DMAF): 

• Launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

• It is a framework to evaluate the data ecosystems of cities. 

• This will support cities in the creation of a ‘culture of data’ under 

the DataSmart Cities initiative of the Smart Cities Mission. 

• The core objective of this framework is to enable cities to assess 

their own data maturity with respect to a standardized framework 

covering aspects of enabling policies, governance structures, data 

management, capacity building, and stakeholder engagement at 

the city level. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/bio-decomposer-technique/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/bio-decomposer-technique/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
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Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/ 

39. Recently, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the 

investment for Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project. It is located on: 

(a) River Yamuna 

(b) River Ganga 

(c) River Indus 

(d) River Sutlej 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Luhri hydropower project: 

• Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved 

funding to the tune of ₹1,810.56 crore for the 210 megawatt (MW) 

Luhri hydropower project on the Satluj river in Himachal 

Pradesh. 

• The project is located in Shimla and Kullu districts. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/ 

40. The ‘Leishmania donovani’ is a human blood parasite responsible for 

which of the following disease? 

(a) Kala-azar 

(b) Diarrhea 

(c) Jaundice 

(d) Kyasanur forest disease 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Kala-azar is endemic to the Indian subcontinent in 119 districts 

in four countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal). 

• This disease is the second-largest parasitic killer in the world. 

Elimination is defined as reducing the annual incidence of Kala 

Azar (KA) to less than 1 case per 10,000 people at the sub-

district level. 

•  Kala-azar: 

o Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), also known as kala-azar, 

black fever, and Dumdum fever, is the most severe form of 

leishmaniasis and, without proper diagnosis and treatment, 

is associated with high fatality. 

o Spread: Caused by protozoan parasites of the Leishmania 

genus, migrates to the internal organs such as the liver, 

spleen (hence “visceral”), and bone marrow. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
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o Signs and symptoms include fever, weight loss, fatigue, 

anemia, and substantial swelling of the liver and spleen. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/ 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 6th-Nov-2020 

 

41. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 124 of the Constitution of India empowers the President to 

promulgate ordinances during the recess of Parliament. 

2. The 42th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976 made the President’s 

satisfaction final and conclusive and beyond judicial review. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Article 123 of the Constitution empowers the President to 

promulgate ordinances during the recess of Parliament. These 

ordinances have the same force and effect as an act of Parliament, 

but are in the nature of temporary laws. 

• S2: The 38th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1975 made the 

President’s satisfaction final and conclusive and beyond judicial 

review. But, this provision was deleted by the 44th Constitutional 

Amendment Act of 1978. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/the-arbitration-and-

conciliation-amendment-ordinance-2020/ 

42. The ‘Unified Payments Interface’ (UPI) is an immediate real-time payment 

system developed by the: 

(a) Reserve Bank of India 

(b) Centre for Development of Advanced Computing 

(c) National Payments Corporation of India  

(d) National Informatics Centre 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: What is UPI? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-5-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/the-arbitration-and-conciliation-amendment-ordinance-2020/
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• Unified Payments Interface or UPI is an immediate real-time 

payment system developed by the National Payments 

Corporation of India (NCPI). 

• It was introduced in April 2016 as a pilot project and is regulated 

by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-

norms/ 

43. With reference to ‘Data Localization Norms’ set by RBI, consider the 

following statements: 

1. In case the data processing is done in abroad, the data should be 

brought back to India not later than 6 months from payment 

processing. 

2. The payment system data may be shared with an overseas regulator if 

required, but with the approval of Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology. 

3. The data stored in India can be accessed for handling customer 

disputes. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: As per the data- localisation norms set by RBI: 

• While there is no bar on the processing of payment transactions 

outside India, the Payment System Operators (PSOs) will have to 

ensure the data is stored only in India after the processing. 

• In case the processing is done abroad, the data should be deleted 

from the systems abroad and brought back to India not later than 

the one business day or 24 hours from payment processing, 

whichever is earlier. The same should be stored only in India. 

• The data stored in India can be accessed for handling customer 

disputes, whenever required. 

• The payment system data may be shared with an overseas 

regulator if required, but with the approval of RBI. 

• Some banks, especially foreign, that had been permitted to store 

the banking data abroad may continue to do so. However, in 

respect of domestic payment transactions, the data shall be stored 

only in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-

norms/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/rbi-data-localisation-norms/
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44. Consider the following statements about Software Technology Parks of 

India (STPI): 

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY). 

2. The STPI’s Governing Council’s Chairperson is the Union Minister for 

Electronics & Information Technology. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About Software Technology Parks of India (STPI): 

• It is an autonomous society under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY). 

• Established in 1991. 

• Objective of encouraging, promoting and boosting the export of 

software from India. 

• The STPI’s Governing Council’s Chairperson is the Union 

Minister for Electronics & Information Technology. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/software-technology-

parks-of-india-stpi-2/ 

45. Consider the following statements: 

1. Radio waves can be produced by astronomical objects with changing 

magnetic fields. 

2. Neutron stars are formed when the core of a massive star undergoes 

gravitational collapse when it reaches the end of its life. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Astronomical objects that have a changing magnetic field can 

produce radio waves. 

o A radio wave is generated by a transmitter and then detected 

by a receiver. An antenna allows a radio transmitter to send 

energy into space and a receiver to pick up energy from 

space. Transmitters and receivers are typically designed to 

operate over a limited range of frequencies. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/software-technology-parks-of-india-stpi-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/software-technology-parks-of-india-stpi-2/
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• S2: Neutron stars are formed when the core of a massive star 

undergoes gravitational collapse when it reaches the end of its life. 

This results in the matter being so tightly packed that even a 

sugar-cube sized amount of material taken from such a star weighs 

more than 1 billion tons, which is about the same as the weight of 

Mount Everest. 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/fast-radio-bursts-

detected-in-the-milky-way-for-the-first-time/ 

46. Consider the following statements: 

1. Most of the times, the presence of tarballs on the ocean surface 

indicate an oil spill. 

2. The oil zapper technology to remove oil spills in ocean is developed by 

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Tarballs are dark-coloured, sticky balls of oil that form 

when crude oil floats on the ocean surface. Tarballs are formed 

by weathering of crude oil in marine environments. They are 

transported from the open sea to the shores by sea currents and 

waves.  

o Most of the times, the presence of several tarballs 

indicate an oil spill. However, its annual occurrence on the 

west coast during the monsoon has led marine biologists and 

experts to demand an investigation in the matter. 

• S2: Oilzapper technology 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/fast-radio-bursts-detected-in-the-milky-way-for-the-first-time/
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o Developed by TERI after seven years of research work and 

partly supported by the DBT (Department of Biotechnology), 

Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India, 

the Oilzapper is essentially a cocktail of five different 

bacterial strains that are immobilized and mixed with a 

carrier material (powdered corncob). 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-

tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/ 

47. The ‘National Monsoon Mission’ is in news recently, it has been launched 

by: 

(a) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

(b) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(c) Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(d) NITI Aayog 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• National Monsoon Mission: 

• Launched by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) in 2012. 

• Aim to develop a state-of-the-art, dynamic monsoon prediction 

system for short, medium, and long-range forecasts. 

• The successful development of a Global Ensemble Forecast 

System for short and medium-range prediction at 12 

kilometers was made possible due to the National Monsoon 

Mission. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-

tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/ 

48. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) helps in 

promoting  financial inclusion in the country. 

2. NPCI has launched RuPay, a card payment scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1:  NPCI is an umbrella organization for all retail payments 

system in India. Thus, an important objective of NPCI is to 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/06/brown-carbon-tarballs-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

38 

   

facilitate an affordable payment mechanism to benefit the common 

man across the country and help financial inclusion. 

• S2: Rupay is a domestic card payment network that provides an 

alternative to international card schemes. It was introduced by 

NPCI. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2017 

49. Which one of the following links all the ATMs in India? 

(a) Indian Banks Association 

(b) National Securities Depository Limit 

(c) National Payments Corporation of India 

(d) Reserve Bank of lndia 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• National Financial Switch (NFS) is the largest network of shared 

automated teller machines (ATMs) in India. It was designed, 

developed and deployed by the Institute for Development and 

Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT) in 2004, with the goal of 

inter-connecting the ATMs in the country and facilitating 

convenience banking. 

• National Financial Switch (NFS) ATM network having 3.7 members 

and connecting about 50,000 ATMs was taken over by NPCI from 

Institute for Development and Research in Banking 

Technology (IDRBT) on December 14, 2009. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2018 

50. Consider the following statements: 

The Reserve Bank of India’s recent directives relating to ‘Storage of 

Payment System Data’, popularly known as data diktat, command the 

payment system providers that: 

1. they shall ensure that entire data relating to payment systems 

operated by them are stored in a system only in India 

2. they shall ensure that the systems are owned and operated by public 

sector enterprises 

3. they shall submit the consolidated system audit report to the 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India by the end of the calendar 

year 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 
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• There were data localization guidelines issued by RBI. 

• S1: All system providers shall ensure that the entire data relating 

to payment systems operated by them are stored in a system only 

in India. This data should include the full end-to-end transaction 

details / information collected / carried / processed as part of the 

message / payment instruction. For the foreign leg of the 

transaction, if any, the data can also be stored in the foreign 

country, if required. 

• S3: CAG is not involved here. System providers shall submit the 

System Audit Report (SAR) on completion of the requirement at (i) 

above. The audit should be conducted by CERT-IN empaneled 

auditors certifying completion of activity at (i) above. 

• See 

https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Id=11244 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

 

 

https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Id=11244
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 7th-Nov-2020 
 

51. Consider the following statements with reference to the tropical weather 

phenomenon known as Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO): 

1. It is high-pressure system 

2. It flow eastward along the Equator 

3. It facilitates cyclone formation over Indian Ocean 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The scientists have found that the sea level in the Indian Ocean 

rises and falls by up to four cm every 30 to 80 days because of the 

movement of the water column. This assumes importance in the 

context of forecasting impact of cyclonic storms because MJO is a 

low-pressure system that facilitates cyclone formation over 

Indian Ocean. Some of these cyclones intensify and inundate 

coasts of the Indian subcontinent. Thus, the waves generated by 

the MJO in the Indian Ocean can add to the impact of cyclones. 

• Madden-Julian oscillation (MJO), intraseasonal fluctuation of 

atmospheric pressure over the equatorial Indian and western 

Pacific oceans, named for American atmospheric scientists Roland 

Madden and Paul Julian in 1971.  

• This phenomenon comes in the form of alternating cyclonic and 

anticyclonic regions that enhance and suppress rainfall, 

respectively, and flow eastward along the Equator. The MJO 

occurs every 40–50 or 30–60 days, and it can be detected in the 

winds that occur in the planetary boundary layer and the upper 

reaches of the troposphere. The MJO has the ability to influence 

monsoonal circulation and rainfall by adding moisture during 

its cyclonic (wet) phase and reducing convection during its 

anticyclonic (dry) phase. At the surface in monsoon regions, both 

dry and wet spells result. These periods may alternate locally on 

the order of two or more weeks per phase. 
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/why-did-cyclones-

give-october-a-miss/ 

52. Consider the following Statements. 

1. All the three levels of Panchayati Raj institutions are elected directly 

by the people. 

2. If the State government dissolves the Panchayat before the end of its 

five year term, fresh elections must be held within three months of 

such dissolution. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: As per the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, All the 

members of Panchayats at the village, intermediate and district 

levels shall be elected directly by the people.  

• S2: The term of each Panchayat body is five years. If the State 

government dissolves the Panchayat before the end of its five year 

term, fresh elections must be held within SIX months of such 

dissolution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/haryana-clears-bill-

on-right-to-recall-panchayat-member/ 

53. With reference to the ‘National Food Security Act’ (2013), consider the 

following statements: 

1. NFSA guarantees a universal right to food. 

2. It specifies that a claim under the Act would not be available in times 

of war. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation:  

• National Food Security Act (NFSA), which has been lauded for 

guaranteeing a quantitative “right to food” to all Indians. However, 

the NFSA suffers from serious lacunae in its drafting, which 

severely undermine its stated objective of giving legal form to the 

right to food in India. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/why-did-cyclones-give-october-a-miss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/why-did-cyclones-give-october-a-miss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/haryana-clears-bill-on-right-to-recall-panchayat-member/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/haryana-clears-bill-on-right-to-recall-panchayat-member/
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o S1: It does not guarantee a universal right to food. 

Instead, it limits the right to food to those identified on 

the basis of certain criteria. It then goes on to further 

restrict the right to 75% of the Indian population. 

o S2:  It also specifies that a claim under the Act would not 

be available in times of “war, flood, drought, fire, cyclone 

or earthquake” (notably, it is within the Central 

government’s remit to declare whether such an occassion 

has arisen) 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/national-food-

security-act-2013-2/ 

54. Consider the following statements with reference to ‘Non-Banking 

Financial Companies- Microfinance Institutions’ (NBFC-MFIs): 

1. NBFC MFI is a non-deposit taking NBFC 

2. Loan disbursements by NBFC MFI has been significantly increased 

over the past two years 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: NBFC MFI is a non-deposit taking NBFC (other than a 

company licensed u/s 25 of the Indian Companies Act, 1956) that 

meets the following conditions: 

o Minimum Net Owned Funds (NOF) of Rs.5 crore. (For 

those registered in the North Eastern Region of the country, 

Rs. 2 crore is required as minimum NOF). 

o At least 85% of its Total Net Assets are in the nature of 

“Qualifying Assets.” 

• S2: Loan disbursements by non-banking financial companies-

microfinance institutions (NBFC-MFIs) declined 96% to ₹570 

crore in the first quarter of the current financial year, 

according to a report by Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/what-are-non-

banking-financial-companies-microfinance-institutions-nbfc-mfis-2/ 

55. Consider the following pairs: 

Satellites launched by ISRO   Applications/purposes 

1. Cartosat series    data for land topography and 

mapping 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/national-food-security-act-2013-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/national-food-security-act-2013-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/what-are-non-banking-financial-companies-microfinance-institutions-nbfc-mfis-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/what-are-non-banking-financial-companies-microfinance-institutions-nbfc-mfis-2/
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2. INSAT-series    telecommunications and 

broadcasting 

3. RISAT series    space-based surveillance 

capabilities 

Which of the given above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Cartosat series-data for land topography and mapping 

• INSAT-series-telecommunications and broadcasting 

• RISAT- space-based surveillance capabilities 

• Read more: https://www.isro.gov.in/spacecraft/list-of-earth-

observation-satellites 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/eos-01-indias-latest-

earth-observation-satellite/ 

56. In India, Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification was first issued by 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) under 

the: 

(a) Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

(b) Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

(c) Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

(d) Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• What are CRZ norms? 

o Under the section 3 of Environment Protection Act, 1986 

of India, Coastal Regulation Zone notification was issued in 

February 1991 for the first time. 

o In 2018-19, fresh Rules were issued, which aimed to remove 

certain restrictions on building, streamlined the clearance 

process, and aimed to encourage tourism in coastal areas. 

• Objectives: 

o They restrict certain kinds of activities — like large 

constructions, setting up of new industries, storage or 

disposal of hazardous material, mining, reclamation and 

bunding — within a certain distance from the coastline. 

• What are the restrictions? 

o The restrictions depend on criteria such as the population 

of the area, the ecological sensitivity, the distance from the 

https://www.isro.gov.in/spacecraft/list-of-earth-observation-satellites
https://www.isro.gov.in/spacecraft/list-of-earth-observation-satellites
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/eos-01-indias-latest-earth-observation-satellite/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/eos-01-indias-latest-earth-observation-satellite/
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shore, and whether the area had been designated as a 

natural park or wildlife zone. 

o The latest Rules have a no-development zone of 20 m for 

all islands close to the mainland coast, and for all backwater 

islands in the mainland. 

o For the so-called CRZ-III (Rural) areas, two separate 

categories have been stipulated. 

o In the densely populated rural areas (CRZ-IIIA) with a 

population density of 2,161 per sq km as per the 2011 

Census, the no-development zone is 50 m from the high-tide 

level, as against the 200 m stipulated earlier. 

o CRZ-IIIB category (rural areas with population density below 

2,161 per sq km) areas continue to have a no-development 

zone extending up to 200 m from the high-tide line. 

• Implementation: 

o While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment 

ministry, implementation is to be ensured by state 

governments through their Coastal Zone Management 

Authorities. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/coastal-regulation-

zone-crz-norms/ 

57. The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which one among 

the following is the most appropriate reason for this phenomenon? 

(a) It has a high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetative growth. 

(b) It is a confluence of different bio-geographical zones. 

(c) Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region. 

(d) It has less human interference. 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Himalayas is now known as one of the 

world’s biodiversity hotspots, which are areas of extreme species 

diversity endangered by pressures from humanity. The region 

holds, for example, 500 species of orchids, more than 100 species 

of primulas and rhododendrons, as well as rhinos, elephants, 

tigers, and red pandas. 

• The appropriate reason is Option B (Confluence of different bio-

geographical zones). Please read the below article for more detail. 

Refer: http://www.cpreec.org/pubbook-ecozone.htm 

58. Satellites used for telecommunication relay are kept in a geostationary 

orbit. A satellite is said to be in such as orbit when: 

1. The orbit is geosynchronous. 

2. The orbit is circular. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/coastal-regulation-zone-crz-norms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/07/coastal-regulation-zone-crz-norms/
http://www.cpreec.org/pubbook-ecozone.htm
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3. The orbit lies in the plane of the earth’s equator. 

4. The orbit is at an altitude of 22,236 miles. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Geostationary satellite is an earth-orbiting satellite, placed at 

an altitude of approximately 35,786 km (22,236 miles) directly 

over the equator that revolves in the same direction the earth 

rotates (west to east). 

• A geostationary orbit, also referred to as a geosynchronous 

equatorial orbit[a] (GEO), is a circular geosynchronous orbit 35,786 

kilometres (22,236 miles) above Earth’s equator and following the 

direction of Earth’s rotation. 

Refer: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-

sciences/geostationary-satellite 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Pangolins: 

1. It is the only scaly mammal on the planet. 

2. According to Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES), it is the most illegally traded vertebrate within its 

class (Mammalia). 

3. Indian pangolin has been listed as critically endangered in IUCN Red 

List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Pangolin  

o Pangolins could be responsible for the spread of the deadly 

coronavirus in China, scientists have said after they found 

the genome sequence separated from the endangered 

mammals 99 per cent identical to that from infected people. 

• About Pangolin:  

o It is the only scaly mammal on the planet. 

o According to Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES), it is also the most illegally 

traded vertebrate within its class (Mammalia). 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/geostationary-satellite
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/geostationary-satellite


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

46 

   

o Protection Status: Chinese pangolin has been listed as 

“critically endangered” by UN affiliated International Union 

for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. Indian pangolin 

(Manis crassicaudata) has been listed as “endangered” in 

IUCN Red List. It is also a Schedule I category protected 

animal, under the Wildlife Protection Act (1972). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/ 

60. Gogabeel is the first community reserve of which of the following state 

(a) Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Bihar 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 

(d) West Bengal 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Gogabeel is Bihar’s first community reserve: 

• Gogabeel, an ox-bow lake in Bihar’s Katihar district, has been 

declared as the state’s first ‘Community Reserve’. 

• Gogabeel is formed from the flow of the rivers Mahananda and 

Kankhar in the north and the Ganga in the south and east. It is 

the fifteenth Protected Area (PA) in Bihar. 

Refer: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/gogabeel-

is-bihar-s-first-community-reserve-66089 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 9th-Nov-2020 

 

61. Which one of the following country occupies most of the Horn of Africa? 

(a) Djibouti 

(b) Eritrea 

(c) Ethiopia 

(d) Somalia 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The Horn of Africa comprises four countries — Ethiopia, Eritrea, 

Djibouti and Somalia. 

• Ethiopia occupies a predominant position in the Horn because 

of its demographic importance: about 85% of the area's 

population live in this country. 

• Impact on the Horn of Africa: 

o Eritrea may be hardest hit, due to its proximity to Tigray. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/gogabeel-is-bihar-s-first-community-reserve-66089
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/gogabeel-is-bihar-s-first-community-reserve-66089


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

47 

   

o If the violence and conflict spills outside Ethiopia’s borders, 

it may potentially destabilize the Horn of Africa region. 

o The US and China have several strategic military bases in 

that region, the closest being Djibouti. If these military bases 

were to be impacted by the disturbances in any way, it may 

cause foreign powers to get militarily involved in the region 

and the conflict. 

•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-

armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/ 

62. Consider the following statements about the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ): 

1. It a subsidiary organ of the United Nations General Assembly 

2. It consists of more than 50 members appointed by the Assembly in 

their individual capacity. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• About ACABQ: 

o The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 

Questions, a subsidiary organ of the General Assembly, 

consists of 16 members appointed by the Assembly in 

their individual capacity.  

o Members serve in a personal capacity and not as 

representatives of Member States. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/
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o The Committee holds three sessions a year with total meeting 

time between nine and ten months per year. 

o The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee are 

elected by the Members of the Advisory Committee. 

• Functions: 

o To examine and report on the budget submitted by the 

Secretary-General to the General Assembly. 

o To advise the General Assembly concerning any 

administrative and budgetary matters referred to it. 

o Examines, on behalf of the General Assembly, the 

administrative budgets of the specialised agencies and 

proposals for financial arrangements with such agencies. 

o To consider and report to the General Assembly on the 

auditors’ reports on the accounts of the United Nations and 

of the specialised agencies 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/advisory-committee-

on-administrative-and-budgetary-questions-acabq/ 

63. Article 16 of the Indian Constitution is related to which of the following: 

(a) Equality before law and equal protection of laws 

(b) Prohibition of discrimination on certain grounds 

(c) Equality of opportunity in public employment 

(d) Abolition of untouchability 

Anss: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Article 16 provides for equality of opportunity for all citizens 

in matters of employment or appointment to any office under 

the State. No citizen can be discriminated against or be ineligible 

for any employment or office under the State on grounds of only 

religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth or residence. 

• There are three exceptions to this general rule of equality of 

opportunity in public employment: 

o Parliament can prescribe residence as a condition for certain 

employment or appointment in a state or union territory or 

local authority or other authority. As the Public Employment 

(Requirement as to Residence) Act of 1957 expired in 1974, 

there is no such provision for any state except Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana. 

o The State can provide for reservation of appointments or 

posts in favour of any backward class that is not adequately 

represented in the state services. 

o A law can provide that the incumbent of an office related to 

religious or denominational institution or a member of its 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/advisory-committee-on-administrative-and-budgetary-questions-acabq/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/advisory-committee-on-administrative-and-budgetary-questions-acabq/
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governing body should belong to the particular religion or 

denomination. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/haryana-to-reserve-

75-private-jobs/ 

64. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Food Coalition is a voluntary multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral 

alliance proposed by Germany and led by Food and Agriculture 

Organization. 

2. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized agency 

of the United Nations. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S2: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is 

a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international 

efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. 

• S1: About the Food Alliance: 

o Proposed by Italy and led by Food and Agriculture 

Organization, the alliance aims to increase resilience of 

agricultural food systems and ensure global food access. 

o Italy and the Netherlands have already pledged and 

delivered financial resources and technical support to the 

coalition. 

o The alliance would work as a network of networks and a 

multi-stakeholder coalition for a unified global action to 

ensure food access and increase the resilience of agricultural 

food systems in response to COVID-19. 

o The alliance involves a devoted trust fund and a web-based 

hub allowing participants to access a basket of project-

focused information and data, as well as the funding and 

types of assistance needed for many on-the-ground projects. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/new-un-alliance-to-

stave-off-catastrophic-food-crisis/ 

65. Consider the following statements with reference to ‘Atal Bimit Vyakti 

Kalyan Yojana’: 

1. It is a welfare measure being implemented by the Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/haryana-to-reserve-75-private-jobs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/haryana-to-reserve-75-private-jobs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/new-un-alliance-to-stave-off-catastrophic-food-crisis/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/new-un-alliance-to-stave-off-catastrophic-food-crisis/
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2. It offers cash compensation to insured persons when they are 

rendered unemployed. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Atal Beemit (Bimit) Vyakti Kalyan Yojana: 

• Launched by the Employee’s State Insurance (ESI) in 2018. 

• Aim: It aims to financially support those who lost their jobs or 

rendered jobless for whatsoever reasons due to changing 

employment pattern. 

• Eligibility criteria for availing the relief were relaxed in August this 

year, as under: 

• The payment of relief has been enhanced to 50% of average of 

wages from earlier 25% of average wages payable upto maximum 

90 days of unemployment. 

• Instead of the relief becoming payable 90 days after 

unemployment, it shall become due for payment after 30 days. 

• The Insured Person should have been insurable employment for a 

minimum period of 2 years before his/her unemployment and 

should have contributed for not les than 78 days in the 

contribution period immediately preceding to unemployment and 

minimum 78 days in one of the remaining 3 contribution periods in 

02 years prior to unemployment. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-9-november-2020/ 

66. Consider the following statements with reference to Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO): 

1. For every two years, FAO publishes the State of the World’s Forests. 

2. FAO and the World Trade Organization created the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to develop food standards, 

guidelines and texts. 

3. Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) was started 

by the FAO to safeguard and support the world's agricultural heritage 

systems. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-november-2020/
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About FAO: 

• It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads 

international efforts to defeat hunger. 

• Headquarters: Rome, Italy 

• Founded: 16 October 1945 

• Goal of FAO: Their goal is to achieve food security for all and make 

sure that people have regular access to enough high-quality food to 

lead active, healthy lives. 

• Important reports and Programmes (Have a brief overview): 

o Global Report on Food Crises. 

o S1: Every two years, FAO publishes the State of the 

World’s Forests. 

o S2: FAO and the World Health Organization created the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to develop food 

standards, guidelines and texts. 

o In 1996, FAO organized the World Food Summit. The 

Summit concluded with the signing of the Rome 

Declaration, which established the goal of halving the 

number of people who suffer from hunger by the year 2015. 

o In 2004 the Right to Food Guidelines were adopted, 

offering guidance to states on how to implement their 

obligations on the right to food. 

o FAO created the International Plant Protection 

Convention or IPPC in 1952. 

o FAO is depositary of the International Treaty on Plant 

Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, also called 

Plant Treaty, Seed Treaty or ITPGRFA, entered into force 

on 29 June 2004. 

o S3: The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 

Systems (GIAHS) Partnership Initiative was conceptualized 

in 2002 during World Summit on Sustainable Development 

in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/15/75th-anniversary-of-

fao/ 

67. The ‘Tigray region’ was in news recently, is located in: 

(a) Ethiopia 

(b) Eritrea 

(c) Djibouti 

(d) Sudan 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/15/75th-anniversary-of-fao/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/15/75th-anniversary-of-fao/
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• Tigray is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Sudan to the west, 

the Amhara Region to the south and the Afar Region to the 

east and south east.  

• Tigray is the homeland of the Tigrayan, Irob and Kunama peoples, 

Mekelle is its capital and largest city. 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-

armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/ 

68. Consider the following pairs: 

Sea    Bordering country 

1. Adriatic Sea   Albania 

2. Black Sea   Croatia 

3. Caspian Sea  Kazakhstan 

4. Mediterranean Sea Morocco 

5. Red Sea   Syria 

Which of the pair given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The countries with coasts on the Adriatic are Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Italy, Montenegro and Slovenia. 

• Six countries border with the Black Sea, including Ukraine to the 

north, Russia and Georgia to the east, Turkey to the south, and 

Bulgaria and Romania to the west. 

• Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan - all 

bordering the Caspian Sea. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/09/why-there-are-armed-clashes-in-ethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-of-africa/
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• The countries with coasts on the Mediterranean Sea :- Albania, 

Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, 

Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 

Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia, and Turkey. 

• The six countries bordering the Red Sea proper are: 

o Eastern shore: Saudi Arabia. Yemen. 

o Western shore: Egypt. Sudan. Eritrea. Djibouti. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

69. Consider the following pairs: 

Glacier  River 

1. Bandarpunch Yamuna 

2. Bara Shigri  Chenab 

3. Milam  Mandakini 

4. Siachen  Nubra 

5. Zemu   Manas 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 5 

(d) 3 and 5 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S3: Mandakini originates from the Chorabari Glacier near 

Kedarnath in Uttarakhand, India. Mandakini is fed by Vasukiganga 

River at Sonprayag. 

• S5: The Manas river system as a whole in Bhutan constitutes a 

length of 3,200 kilometres (2,000 mi), the main stem of the river is 

the Manas or Gongri river, which originates in the West Kameng 

District of Arunachal Pradesh in India.  Zemu is located in 

Sikkim. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

70. Which one of the following statements correctly describes the meaning of 

legal tender money? 

(a) The money which is tendered in courts of law to defray the fee of legal 

cases 

(b) The money which a creditor is under compulsion to accept in 

settlement of his claims 

(c) The bank money in the form of cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, etc. 

(d) The metallic money in circulation in a country 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 
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• Legal tender is any official medium of payment recognized by law 

that can be used to extinguish a public or private debt, or meet a 

financial obligation. The national currency is legal tender in 

practically every country. A creditor is obligated to accept legal 

tender toward repayment of a debt. 

• Option C: Checques are not legal tenders since they can be refused 

as a mode of payment settlement by a party. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2018 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 10th-Nov-2020 
 

71. Consider the following statements about Finance Commission of India: 

1. It is constituted by the Parliament under article 280 of the 

Constitution. 

2. The First Finance Commission was constituted under the 

chairmanship of Shri K.C. Neogy on 6th April, 1952. 

3. Fifteenth Finance Commissions have been constituted so far at 

intervals of every five years. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3  

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Finance Commission is constituted by the President 

under article 280 of the Constitution, mainly to give its 

recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the 

Union and the States and amongst the States themselves. 

• S2: The First Finance Commission was constituted vide 

Presidential Order dated 22.11.1951 under the chairmanship of 

Shri K.C. Neogy on 6th April, 1952.   

• S3: Fifteenth Finance Commissions have been constituted so 

far at intervals of every five years. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/fifteenth-finance-

commission/ 

72. Consider the following statements about Competition Commission of 

India (CCI): 

1. It is a statutory body of the Government of India. 

2. CCI consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by the 

President of India. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/fifteenth-finance-commission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/fifteenth-finance-commission/
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Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: CCI is a statutory body of the Government of India, 

responsible for enforcing the Competition Act, 2002 throughout 

India and to prevent activities that have an adverse effect on 

competition. 

• S2: CCI consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by 

the Central Government. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/cci-to-probe-googles-

abuse-of-position/ 

73. In which one of the following groups are all the four countries members 

of OPEC plus group? 

(a) Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia 

(b) Malaysia, Mexico, Afghanistan, Russia 

(c) Russia, Eritrea, South Sudan and Sudan 

(d) Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Libya, Kazakhstan 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• What is the Opec+? 

o Opec+ refers to the alliance of crude producers, who have 

been undertaking corrections in supply in the oil markets 

since 2017. 

o OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, 

Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan 

and Sudan. 

• What is OPEC? 

o The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with the signing of an 

agreement in September 1960 by five countries namely 

Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Venezuela. They were to become the Founder Members of the 

Organization. 

o OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization. 

o OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and unify petroleum 

policies among Member Countries, in order to secure fair and 

stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic 

and regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations; and a 

fair return on capital to those investing in the industry. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/cci-to-probe-googles-abuse-of-position/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/cci-to-probe-googles-abuse-of-position/
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▪ It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria. 

▪ OPEC membership is open to any country that is a 

substantial exporter of oil and which shares the ideals 

of the organization. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/what-is-the-opec-2/ 

74. Which of the following statements is/are correct about the Polavaram 

project? 

1. The dam is being built across the Godavari River in Andhra Pradesh. 

2. Its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States. 

3. The project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra 

Pradesh Bifurcation Act. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: About the Polavaram project: 

• The dam is being built across the Godavari River in Andhra 

Pradesh. 

• It will facilitate an inter-basin transfer to the Krishna river basin 

through its Right canal. 

• Its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States 

also. 

• The project is a multipurpose major terminal reservoir project for 

development of Irrigation, Hydropower and drinking water facilities. 

• The project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra 

Pradesh Bifurcation Act and its design was changed. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/polavaram-project-

3/ 

 

75. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Green Tribunal is a statutory body established by a 

Government Notification using the powers of Section 3 of the 

Environment Protection Act, 1986. 

2. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 

have been kept out of NGT’s jurisdiction. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/what-is-the-opec-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/polavaram-project-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/polavaram-project-3/
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• About National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

o It is a specialised body set up under the National Green 

Tribunal Act (2010) for effective and expeditious disposal of 

cases relating to environmental protection and conservation 

of forests and other natural resources. 

o With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third 

country in the world to set up a specialised environmental 

tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first 

developing country to do so. 

o NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals 

finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 

o The NGT has five places of sittings, New Delhi is the Principal 

place of sitting and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai are 

the other four. 

• S1: National Green Tribunal is a statutory body established by a 

Government Notification using the powers of Section 3 of the NGT 

Act 2010. 

• S2: Two important acts – Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 

(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 have been kept out of 

NGT’s jurisdiction. 

• More: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/22/insights-

into-editorial-the-hues-in-the-green-tribunals-resilient-journey/ 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/ngt-links-firecracker-

sales-to-air-quality/ 

76. What is the process called in which DNA is transcribed into mRNA? 

(a) translation 

(b) transcription 

(c) cellular differentiation 

(d) Meiosis 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

o In molecular biology, messenger RNA (mRNA) is a single-stranded 

molecule of RNA that corresponds to the genetic sequence of a gene 

and is read by a ribosome in the process of synthesizing a protein. 

o Transcription is when RNA is made from DNA. During 

transcription, RNA polymerase makes a copy of a gene from the 

DNA to mRNA as needed. 

o What is the difference between transcription and translation? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/22/insights-into-editorial-the-hues-in-the-green-tribunals-resilient-journey/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/22/insights-into-editorial-the-hues-in-the-green-tribunals-resilient-journey/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/ngt-links-firecracker-sales-to-air-quality/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/ngt-links-firecracker-sales-to-air-quality/
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o The translation is the process of protein synthesis where 

the information on RNA is expressed in the form of 

polypeptide chains. Transcription is the first step in gene 

expression. The translation is the second and final step of 

gene expression. Transcription occurs before translation. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/pfizer-vaccine/ 

77. The “Inclusive Innovation – Smart I Secure I Sustainable”, this year 

(2020) theme for: 

(a) Indian Science Congress 

(b) India Mobile Congress  

(c) Indian National Congress 

(d) Indian Environment Congress 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: India Mobile Congress (IMC): 

o Context: 

o Fourth edition of the India Mobile Congress (IMC) was inaugurated 

recently. To be held virtually this year given the ongoing pandemic. 

o Theme – “Inclusive Innovation – Smart I Secure I Sustainable”. 

o Key Points: 

o IMC is jointly organized by the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) and Cellular Operators Association 

of India (COAI). 

o IMC is considered the largest Digital Technology Forum in Asia 

for bringing together the industry, Government, academia, and 

other ecosystem players to discuss the latest industry technology 

trends around major themes such as SG, Artificial Intelligence (Al), 

Internet of things (loT) etc. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/ 

78. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kashmiri saffron was given a geographical indication tag by the 

Department Of Agriculture Kashmir. 

2. In 2010-11, the union agriculture ministry introduced the National 

Mission on Saffron to rejuvenate saffron cultivation in Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/pfizer-vaccine/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
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Explanation: 

o S1: The Saffron cultivated in the Kashmir valley has received 

Geographical Indication Tag by Geographical Indications 

Registry. 

o It is long, thick and has natural deep red colour. Also, it 

has high aroma and is processed without adding any 

chemicals.  

o The colour of the saffron is unique due to the high quantity 

of crocin. It has a rich flavour because of safranal and the 

bitterness is due to the presence of  

o The Kashmir Saffron is the only saffron in the world that is 

grown at an altitude of 1,600 metres. 

o The saffron available in Kashmir is of three types: Lachha 

Saffron’, ‘Mongra Saffron’ and ‘Guchhi Saffron’. 

o S2: National Saffron Mission launched in 2010-11 to rejuvenate 

saffron cultivation in Jammu and Kashmir. It focused on several 

measures to improve its farming, the measures were still limited to 

the specified areas of Kashmir. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/ 

79. Consider the following statements: 

1. Maldives is located north of India's Lakshadweep Islands in the Indian 

Ocean. 

2. Both India and Maldives are founding members of the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

o S1: Maldives is located south of India's Lakshadweep Islands in 

the Indian Ocean. 

o S2: Both nations are founding members of the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the South Asian 

Economic Union and signatories to the South Asia Free Trade 

Agreement. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
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Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/ 

80. What is/are the advantage/advantages of zero tillage in agriculture? 

1. Sowing of wheat is possible without burning the residue of the 

previous crop. 

2. Without the need for nursery of rice saplings, direct planting of paddy 

seeds in the wet soil is possible. 

3. Carbon sequestration in the soil is possible. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 only 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Tillage is an agriculture land preparation through 

mechanical agitation which includes digging, stirring and 

overturning. 

o S1: Zero tillage is the process where the crop seed will be sown 

through drillers without prior land preparation and disturbing the 

soil where previous crop stubbles are present. Zero tillage not only 

reduce the cost of cultivation it also reduces the soil erosion, crop 

duration and irrigation requirement and weed effect which is better 

than tillage. Zero Tillage (ZT) also called No Tillage or Nil Tillage. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-november-2020/
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o S2: Direct Seeded Rice Zero-Tillage DSR is an alternative crop 

establishment method for rice where seeds are sown directly 

without raising them in a nursery, and can be done in zero-tillage 

conditions. 

o S3: If crops are not burnt and land is prepared through mechanical 

agitation, carbon sequestration remains possible. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 11th-Nov-2020 
 

81. Consider the following statements about Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: 

1. He served as the first Minister of Education in the first Interim 

Government of India. 

2. He supported the Non-Cooperation Movement started by Mahatma 

Gandhiji. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and his key 

contributions: 

• S1: He served as the first Minister of Education of independent 

India. 

• An Indian scholar and independence activist, he was one of the 

senior leaders of the Indian National Congress. 

• He organized a national education system during his tenure as 

education minister. 

• His focus was on free primary education to all. 

• Azad was awarded Bharat Ratna in 1992 for his contributions 

towards the field of education. 

• He was also a pioneer for the establishing of the Indian 

Institutes of Technology (IIT) and the foundation of the 

University Grants Commission (UGC). 

• Role in the Indian National Movement: 

o In 1912, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad started a weekly journal 

in Urdu called Al-Hilal which played an important role in 

forging Hindu-Muslim unity after the bad blood created 

between the two communities in the aftermath of Morley-

Minto reforms. The government regarded Al- Hilal as 

propagator of secessionist views and banned it in 1914. 

o S2: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad supported the Non-

Cooperation Movement started by Gandhiji and entered 

Indian National Congress in 1920. 
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o In 1923, he was elected as the president of Indian National 

Congress. He again became the president of Congress in 

1940. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/national-education-

day/ 

82. In the context of which of the following do you sometimes find the term 

‘Generalised System of Preferences’ (GSP) in the news? 

(a) SAARC affairs 

(b) UNFCCC affairs 

(c) India-EU negotiations on FTA 

(d) India – USA trade affairs 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• What is the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)? 

o It is a U.S. trade program designed to promote economic 

growth in the developing world by providing preferential 

duty-free entry for up to 4,800 products from 129 

designated beneficiary countries and territories. 

o GSP was instituted on January 1, 1976, by the Trade Act 

of 1974. 

o GSP has been given on non-reciprocal basis. Yet the US has 

linked it with market access and tariff reduction which is 

against the basic tenets of GSP. 

• What is the objective of GSP? 

o The objective of GSP was to give development support to poor 

countries by promoting exports from them into the developed 

countries. 

o GSP promotes sustainable development in beneficiary 

countries by helping these countries to increase and diversify 

their trade with the United States. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/generalized-system-

of-preferences-gsp-trade-privilege/ 

83. The ‘Nagorno-Karabakh’ region was in news recently, is internationally 

recognized as part of: 

(a) Russia 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Israel 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The story of Nagorno-Karabakh: 

• Nagorno-Karabakh is part of Azerbaijan, but its population is 

majority Armenian. As the Soviet Union saw increasing tensions 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/national-education-day/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/national-education-day/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/generalized-system-of-preferences-gsp-trade-privilege/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/generalized-system-of-preferences-gsp-trade-privilege/
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in its constituent republics in the 1980s, Nagorno-Karabakh voted 

to become part of Armenia – sparking a war which stopped with a 

ceasefire in 1994. 

• Since then, Nagorno-Karabakh has remained part of Azerbaijan 

but is controlled by separatist ethnic Armenians backed by the 

Armenian government. Until recently, negotiations mediated by 

international powers had failed to deliver a peace agreement. 

• Armenia is majority Christian while Azerbaijan is majority Muslim. 

Turkey has close ties to Azerbaijan, while Russia is allied with 

Armenia – although it also has good relations with Azerbaijan. 

•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/armenia-azerbaijan-

agree-on-peace-deal/ 

84. Why is it so difficult to make effective vaccines to prevent diseases 

caused by RNA viruses? 

(a) RNA cannot be produced in vitro condition 

(b) It can provoke allergic reactions in human body 

(c) Higher production cost 

(d) Viral RNA polymerases lack the proofreading ability of DNA 

polymerases 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• RNA viruses generally have very high mutation rates compared 

to DNA viruses, because viral RNA polymerases lack the 

proofreading ability of DNA polymerases. This is one reason why 

it is difficult to make effective vaccines to prevent diseases caused 

by RNA viruses—diversity is their strength. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/things-you-need-to-

know-about-mrna-vaccines/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/armenia-azerbaijan-agree-on-peace-deal/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/armenia-azerbaijan-agree-on-peace-deal/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/things-you-need-to-know-about-mrna-vaccines/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/things-you-need-to-know-about-mrna-vaccines/
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85. Consider the following statements about the ‘Thirty Meter Telescope’ 

(TMT): 

1. It is being funded by scientific organisations of Canada, China, India, 

Japan and USA. 

2. It is being designed and developed by the NASA. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: About TMT: 

o It is an astronomical observatory with an extremely large 

telescope (ELT). 

o It is an international project being funded by scientific 

organisations of Canada, China, India, Japan and USA. 

o Planned location: Mauna Kea on the island of Hawaii in the 

US state of Hawaii. 

o Purpose: The TMT is designed for near-ultraviolet to mid-

infrared observations, featuring adaptive optics to assist in 

correcting image blur. 

• S2: The Thirty Meter Telescope is being designed and developed by 

the TMT International Observatory LLC (TIO). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/thirty-meter-

telescope-tmt-3/ 

86. Consider the following statements: 

1. Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) was prepared by Environment 

Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority. 

2. GRAP works only as an emergency measure. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: What is GRAP? 

• The GRAP is a set of emergency measures to be implemented to 

control air pollution depending upon the air quality. 

• Approved by the Supreme Court in 2016. 

• The plan was prepared by Environment Pollution (Prevention & 

Control) Authority. 

• It works only as an emergency measure. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/thirty-meter-telescope-tmt-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/thirty-meter-telescope-tmt-3/
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• When the air quality shifts from poor to very poor, the measures 

listed have to be followed since the plan is incremental in 

nature. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-

action-plan-grap-2/ 

87. Consider the following statements about the ‘Commission on Air Quality 

Management’: 

1. It has replaced the Central Pollution Control Board. 

2. It has the power to hear civil cases relating to environmental issues. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: About the Commission on Air Quality Management: 

• Set up through the ‘Commission for Air Quality Management in 

National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance 2020’ 

in October this year. 

• The commission replaces 22 year old Environment Pollution 

(Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA) and envisages to 

streamline the public participation, the inter-State cooperation, the 

expert involvement and persistent research and innovation. 

• The Commission will supersede bodies such as the central and 

state pollution control boards of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, UP and 

Rajasthan. 

• It will have the powers to issue directions to these state 

governments on issues pertaining to air pollution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-

action-plan-grap-2/ 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 

1. It is the Treaty banning all nuclear explosions – everywhere, by 

everyone. 

2. The Treaty was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in 

Geneva and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. 

3. Only North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-action-plan-grap-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-action-plan-grap-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-action-plan-grap-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/11/graded-response-action-plan-grap-2/
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: What is CTBT?  

• The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is the Treaty 

banning all nuclear explosions – everywhere, by everyone. The 

Treaty was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in 

Geneva and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. 

It opened for signature on 24 September 1996. 

• The Treaty will enter into force after all 44 States listed in 

Annex 2 to the Treaty will ratify it. These States had nuclear 

facilities at the time the Treaty was negotiated and adopted. 

• India, North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty. 

• What is a “zero yield”?  

o A comprehensive test ban has been defined as a “zero yield” 

test ban that would prohibit supercritical hydro-nuclear tests 

but not sub-critical hydrodynamic nuclear tests. 

• Why is the CTBT so important?  

o The CTBT is the last barrier on the way to develop nuclear 

weapons. It curbs the development of new nuclear weapons 

and the improvement of existing nuclear weapon designs. 

The Treaty provides a legally binding norm against nuclear 

testing. The Treaty also helps prevent human suffering and 

environmental damages caused by nuclear testing. 

Refer: https://www.ctbto.org/specials/who-we-are/ 

89. Consider the following statements regarding LiFi(Light Fidelity) 

1. It is a wireless optical networking technology that uses light-emitting 

diodes (LEDs) for data transmission. 

2. It has higher data speed than Wi-Fi 

3. Wi-Fi is more secure than Li-Fi 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• LiFi (Light Fidelity) is a wireless optical networking technology 

that uses light-emitting diodes (LEDs) for data transmission. 

• LiFi is designed to use LED light bulbs similar to those currently in 

use in many energy-conscious homes and offices. However, LiFi 

bulbs are outfitted with a chip that modulates the light 

https://www.ctbto.org/specials/who-we-are/
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imperceptibly for optical data transmission. LiFi data is 

transmitted by the LED bulbs and received by photoreceptors. 

• Benefits of LiFi 

o Higher speeds than Wi-Fi. 

o 10000 times the frequency spectrum of radio. 

o More secure because data cannot be intercepted without a 

clear line of sight. LiFiuses light sources to transmit data. 

WiFi uses radio waves to transmit data. Radio waves can 

pass through pretty much all objects, which makes it 

susceptible to piggybacking and potentially the theft of data. 

Light waves can’t pass through walls and other objects, 

which makes it more secure than WiFi. 

o Prevents piggybacking. 

o Eliminates neighboring network interference. 

o Unimpeded by radio interference. 

o Does not create interference in sensitive electronics, making 

it better for use in environments like hospitals and aircraft. 

Refer: https://lifi.co/what-is-lifi/ 

90. Consider the following statements 

1. A low Earth orbit is normally at an altitude of less than 1000 km and 

could be as low as 160 km above the Earth. 

2. Polar orbits pass over the Earth’s Polar Regions from north to south at 

36000 km above the surface of the Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The orbital track of the satellite does not have to cross the poles 

exactly for an orbit to be called polar, an orbit which passes within 

20 to 30 degrees of the poles is still classed as a polar orbit. 

• A low Earth orbit is normally at an altitude of less than 1000 

km and could be as low as 160 km above the Earth.  

• Polar orbits pass over the Earth’s polar regions from north to 

south. The orbital track of the satellite does not have to cross 

the poles exactly for an orbit to be called polar, an orbit which 

passes within 20 to 30 degrees of the poles is still classed as a 

polar orbit. 

• These orbits mainly take place at low altitudes of between 200 

to 1000 km. Satellites in polar orbit look down on the Earth’s 

https://lifi.co/what-is-lifi/
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entire surface and can pass over the North and South Poles several 

times a day. 

Refer: 

https://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Space_Transportation/Types_of_or

bits 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 12th-Nov-2020 

 

91. The new ‘Sarna Code’ was in news recently, is related to which of the 

following? 

(a) uniform civil code 

(b) demand for new religion 

(c) good governance 

(d) contempt of court 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• What is the Sarna religion? 

o The holy grail of the faith is “Jal, Jungle, Zameen” and its 

followers pray to the trees and hills while believing in 

protecting the forest areas. 

o It is believed that 50 lakhs tribal in the entire country put 

their religion as ‘Sarna’ in the 2011 census, although it was 

not a code. 

• What’s the issue now? 

o Many of the tribals who follow this faith have later converted 

to Christianity—the state has more than 4% Christians 

most of whom are tribals. 

o The issue now is that the converted tribals are taking the 

benefits of reservation as a minority as well as the 

benefits given to Schedule Tribes. 

o So, those who are still following only Sarna faith say that 

benefits should be given specifically to them and not 

those who have converted. 

• Why the separate code? 

o The population of Sarna tribals in the state has declined 

from the 38.3 per cent in 1931 to 26.02 per cent in 2011. 

One of the reasons for this was tribals who go for work in 

different states not being recorded in the Census. 

o In other states, they are not counted as Tribals. 

https://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Space_Transportation/Types_of_orbits
https://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Space_Transportation/Types_of_orbits
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o Therefore, the separate code will ensure recording of their 

population. 

• What sense does a separate code make? 

o Between 1871 and 1951, the tribals had a different code. 

However, it was changed around 1961-62. 

o Experts say that when today the entire world is focusing on 

reducing pollution and protecting the environment, it is 

prudent that Sarna becomes a religious code as the soul of 

this religion is to protect nature and the environment. 

o The protection of their language and history is an important 

aspect with tribals. 

o If the Centre approves the new Sarna code, Census 2021 

would have to make space for a new religion. 

o Currently, citizens can choose from only six religions: 

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism and 

Jainism. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/why-jharkhand-is-

seeking-a-separate-religious-code-for-sarna-tribals/ 

 

92. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Line of Actual Control (LAC) separates Indian-controlled territory 

from Chinese-controlled territory. 

2. The Line of Control (LoC) is a military control line between the Indian 

and Pakistani controlled parts of the former princely state of Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• S1: The LAC separates Indian-controlled territory from 

Chinese-controlled territory. It is a big empty region and nearly 

50 to 100 km distance is maintained by the armies of India and 

China. 

• S2: The Line of Control (LoC) is a military control line between 

the Indian and Pakistani controlled parts of the former 

princely state of Jammu and Kashmir—a line which does not 

constitute a legally recognized international boundary, but serves 

as the de facto border. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/why-jharkhand-is-seeking-a-separate-religious-code-for-sarna-tribals/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/why-jharkhand-is-seeking-a-separate-religious-code-for-sarna-tribals/
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Comparis
on 

          LOC          LAC 

Full form Line of Control Line of Actual Control 

Location Three areas of 
Kashmir (Azad 

Kashmir, Gilgit and 
Baltistan)occupied by 

Pakistan and two-
thirds, Jammu, 
Ladakh, and the 

Kashmir Valley, 
administered by 
India.(although whole 

Kashmir is an 
integral part of India) 

It is scattered in three 
areas of northern 

Indian states: eastern 
(Sikkim, Arunachal 

Pradesh), western 
(Ladakh, Kashmir), and 
middle (Uttarakhand, 

Himachal Pradesh). 

Appearan
ce 

It is clearly 
demarcated by the 

militaries and a lot of 
activities (face to face 
confrontation, firings, 

etc) take place. 
Indian and Pakistan 
army is present here. 

These are big empty 
regions and nearly 50 

to 100 km distance is 
maintained between 
Indian and Chinese 

armies. 

Area 
(Length) 

776 kilometre (unoffic
ial) 

4,057 kilometre (unoffi
cial) 

Between India and Pakistan India and China 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/ladakh-standoff-

india-china-finalising-disengagement-plan/ 

93. Consider the following statements with reference to ‘Production-Linked 

Incentive’ (PLI) scheme : 

1. It aims to provide micro-finance, low-interest rate loans to 

entrepreneurs. 

2. Initial capital of ₹20,000 crore has been allocated for this scheme. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation:  

• About the PLI scheme: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/ladakh-standoff-india-china-finalising-disengagement-plan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/ladakh-standoff-india-china-finalising-disengagement-plan/
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o To make India a manufacturing hub, the government had 

announced the PLI scheme for mobile phones, pharma 

products, and medical equipment sectors. 

o Notified on April 1 as a part of the National Policy on 

Electronics. 

o It proposes a financial incentive to boost domestic 

manufacturing and attract large investments in the electronics 

value chain. 

• The Central government has unveiled a production-linked incentive 

(PLI) scheme to encourage domestic manufacturing 

investments in 10 more sectors, with an estimated outlay of 

about ₹1.46 lakh crore over the next five years. 

o These sectors have been identified on the basis of their potential 

to create employment and make India self-reliant. 

• The 10 sectors include: 

o Food processing, telecom, electronics, textiles, speciality 

steel, automobiles and auto components, solar photo-voltaic 

modules and white goods, such as air conditioners and 

LEDs. 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/production-linked-

incentive-pli-scheme-2/ 

94. With reference to ‘Over-the-top media service’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. At present, OTT platforms that are digitally streamed falls under the 

domain of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY). 

2. Over-the-top services are accessed only through websites on personal 

computers and apps on mobile devices. 

3. Currently a film released on OTT is not subject to prior approval from 

Central Board of Film Certification. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/production-linked-incentive-pli-scheme-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/production-linked-incentive-pli-scheme-2/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

73 

   

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1:  The Union government has brought Over The Top (OTT) 

platforms, or video streaming service providers such as Netflix, 

Amazon Prime and others, under the ambit of the Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting. 

• S2: Over-the-top services are typically accessed via websites on 

personal computers, as well as via apps on mobile devices (such as 

smartphones and tablets), digital media players (including video 

game consoles), or televisions with integrated Smart TV platforms 

• Source: S3: Most of the OTT exhibit uncensored exhibition of 

obscene material, Anti-national Content, content insulting to 

certain religions and castes, including adult content with strong 

language, violence and sexually explicit scenes that are easily 

accessible to children. Unlike Films set for theatrical release and 

Television Content which is subject to prior approval (in the 

form of certification) from Central Board of Film Certification 

(“CBFC”) under Section 4 of the Cinematograph Act 1952 (Act 

No. 37 of 1952) (Hereinafter the “Act”) read with Cinematograph 

(Certification) Rules, 1983 (“Rules”) and the Cable Television 

Networks (Hereinafter the “CTN”) (Regulation) Act 1995 (Act No. 7 

of 1995) read with Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994 

(Hereinafter the “CTN Rules”) respectively, content distributed on 

OTT platforms is neither subject to any form of censorship nor it is 

regulated under any of the current laws in force. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/govt-to-govern-ott-

platforms/ 

95. Consider the following statements about the ‘Falcon 9’ rocket: 

1. It is a reusable, three-stage rocket designed and manufactured by 

SpaceX. 

2. It has been human-rated for transporting NASA astronauts to the ISS 

as part of New Frontiers program. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation:  

• S1: Falcon 9 is a partially reusable two-stage-to-orbit medium-lift 

launch vehicle designed and manufactured by SpaceX in the 

United States. 

https://inbaviewpoint.org/press-release-by-inba-on-lack-of-censorship-on-films-other-multimedia-content-broadcasted-online/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/govt-to-govern-ott-platforms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/govt-to-govern-ott-platforms/
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• S2: Falcon 9 has been human-rated for transporting NASA 

astronauts to the ISS as part of the NASA Commercial Crew 

Development program. Falcon 9 has been certified for the 

National Security Space Launch program and NASA Launch 

Services Program as "Category 3", which can launch the priciest, 

most important, and most complex NASA missions. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-spacex-

nasas-upcoming-crew-1-mission-launch/ 

96. Consider the following statements: 

1. The idea of the biosphere reserve was initiated by UNESCO in 1960 

under the Man and Biosphere Programme (MAB). 

2. The first of India’s reserves to make it to UNESCO’s list was 

Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The idea of the biosphere reserve was initiated by UNESCO 

in 1974 under the Man and Biosphere Programme (MAB). The 

objective of the programme was to obtain international cooperation 

for the conservation of the biospheres. In the first council meeting, 

the idea of a biosphere reserve was mooted to conserve biodiversity. 

o A Biosphere Reserve is a unique and representative 

ecosystem of terrestrial and coastal areas which are 

internationally recognized, within the framework of 

UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere (MAB) programme. The 

biosphere reserve should fulfill the following three objectives: 

▪ In-situ conservation of biodiversity of natural and 

semi-natural ecosystems and landscapes 

▪ Contribution to sustainable economic development of 

the human population living within and around the 

Biosphere Reserve. 

▪ Provide facilities for long term ecological studies, 

environmental education and training and research 

and monitoring. 

• S2: The first of India’s reserves to make it to UNESCO’s list was 

Tamil Nadu’s Niligiri Biosphere Reserve in 2000. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-

gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-spacex-nasas-upcoming-crew-1-mission-launch/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-spacex-nasas-upcoming-crew-1-mission-launch/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/
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97. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ken River flows through Panna Tiger Reserve. 

2. Panna Tiger Reserve is situated in the Aravalli mountain range in the 

northern part of Madhya Pradesh. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: About Panna Tiger Reserve: 

o The Panna tiger reserve is situated in the Vindhya mountain 

range in the northern part of Madhya Pradesh. 

o Ken river (a tributary of the Yamuna River) flows through the 

reserve. 

o The region is also famous for Panna diamond mining. 

o Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will be located within the 

tiger reserve. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-

gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/ 

98. Consider the following statements regarding Haiderpur wetland: 

1. It has been identified under Namami Gange, as a model wetland along 

the Ganga. 

2. It is located within the boundaries of the Hastinapur Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Haiderpur wetland: 

o The forest department in Uttar Pradesh is working along with 

conservation organisations to eventually make the the Haiderpur 

wetland in Muzaffarnagar district a Ramsar site. 

o Key Points: 

o Fed by the Ganga and Solani rivers, the wetland came into 

existence in 1984 after the construction of the Madhya 

Ganga Barrage on the former. 

o It is spread over 1,214 hectares. 

o It is located within the boundaries of the Hastinapur 

Wildlife Sanctuary. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/panna-tiger-reserve-gets-unescos-biosphere-reserve-status/
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o It is an important stopover destination for winter 

migratory birds like the Greylag goose and the Bar-

headed goose. 

o The Haidepur wetland has been identified under Namami 

Gange, a flagship programme of the Government of India 

launched in 2014, as a model wetland along the Ganga. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-12-november-2020/ 

99. Which of the following Indian state has longest coastline? 

(a) West Bengal 

(b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Gujarat 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

o Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) has been trying to develop such a 

maritime cluster at GIFT City in the state capital Gandhinagar 

through its subsidiary Gujarat Ports Infrastructure and 

Development Company Ltd (GPIDCL). 

o What is a maritime cluster? 

o It is an agglomeration of firms, institutions, and businesses 

in the maritime sector that are geographically located close 

to each other. 

o This concept is new to India, but these clusters have been 

driving some of the most competitive ports of the world like 

Rotterdam, Singapore, Hong Kong, Oslo, Shanghai, and 

London. 

o Unique institutions at the Gujarat Maritime Cluster: 

o Gujarat Maritime University will be set up. 

o Within this, an Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) Centre 

will be set up. 

o This centre will provide an option to Indian players seeking 

to avoid availing the services of international alternate 

dispute resolution hubs which entail huge costs, time, and 

travel. 

o The cluster is also expected to house the office of the 

Director General of Shipping. 

o Gujarat shares longest (mainland) coastline in India. The entire 

length of India’s coastline is 7516.6 kilometres. The length of 

Gujarat coastline is 1214.7 kilometres 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-12-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-12-november-2020/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

77 

   

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-the-unique-

maritime-cluster-coming-up-at-gift-city-in-gujarat/ 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding Bombay Natural History 

Society (BNHS): 

1. It is an autonomous body under Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change. 

2. BNHS is the partner of BirdLife International in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) 

o The Bombay Natural History Society, founded on 15 September 

1883, is one of the largest non-governmental organisations in 

India engaged in conservation and biodiversity research. 

o BNHS is the partner of BirdLife International in India. It has been 

designated as a ‘Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’ by 

the Department of Science and Technology. 

o Logo: The BNHS logo is the great hornbill. 

o Internet of Birds: IT consultancy firm Accenture and the Bombay 

Natural History Society have developed Internet of Birds platform 

that identifies bird species found in India using Artificial 

Intelligence technology, including machine learning and computer 

vision, from digital photos that are uploaded by the public. 

Refer: https://www.bnhs.org/ 

 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-the-unique-maritime-cluster-coming-up-at-gift-city-in-gujarat/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/12/what-is-the-unique-maritime-cluster-coming-up-at-gift-city-in-gujarat/
https://www.bnhs.org/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 13th-Nov-2020 
 

101. Consider the following statements according to the Contempt of Courts 

Act, 1971,  

Civil contempt means: 

1. Wilful disobedience of any judgment of a court 

2. Wilful breach of an undertaking given to a court 

3. lowers authority of any court 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• What is contempt of court? 

o According to the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, contempt 

of court can either be civil contempt or criminal 

contempt. 

• Civil contempt means wilful disobedience of any judgment, 

decree, direction, order, writ or other process of a court, or wilful 

breach of an undertaking given to a court. 

• Criminal contempt is attracted by the publication (whether by 

words, spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representations, 

or otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any other act 

whatsoever which: 

o Scandalises or tends to scandalise, or lowers or tends to 

lower the    authority of, any court; or 

o Prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere with, the due 

course of any judicial proceeding; or 

o Interferes or tends to interfere with, or obstructs or tends to 

obstruct, the administration of justice in any other manner. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-contempt-of-

court-and-why-does-the-a-g-have-to-consent-to-these-proceedings/ 

102. “Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report” is released by which of the 

following? 

(a) National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-contempt-of-court-and-why-does-the-a-g-have-to-consent-to-these-proceedings/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-contempt-of-court-and-why-does-the-a-g-have-to-consent-to-these-proceedings/
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(b) International Vaccine Access Centre (IVAC) 

(c) World Health Organization (WHO) 

(d) World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Released annually by the International Vaccine Access Centre 

(IVAC). 

• Highlights of this year’s Report: 

o India has made significant progress in its vaccination 

coverage to prevent child pneumonia and diarrhoea deaths. 

o Although overall the world’s health systems are falling short 

of ensuring that children have access to prevention and 

treatment services, India has achieved the global target of 

90% coverage for three of the five vaccines whose coverage is 

monitored in the report. 

o These vaccines are Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus (DPT) 

vaccine, Measles-containing-vaccine first dose, Haemophilus 

influenzae type B, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV), 

and rotavirus vaccine. 

o India has also completed the “100-day agenda” — an 

unprecedented national scale-up of rotavirus vaccine. This 

landmark vaccine expansion will help protect 26 million 

children born each year against life-threatening cases of 

rotavirus diarrhoea. 

o However, India failed to reach all four targets for treatment- 

breastfeeding, immunisation, care-seeking and antibiotics, 

oral rehydration solution (ORS), and zinc supplementation. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/pneumonia-and-

diarrhoea-progress-report/ 

103. The ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership’ (RCEP) agreement 

was in news recently, is primarily associated with which of the following? 

(a) South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

(b) Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

(c) Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

(d) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• What is the RCEP? 

o The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership is a free 

trade agreement originally devised to consist of 16 

countries across the Asia-Pacific region. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/pneumonia-and-diarrhoea-progress-report/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/pneumonia-and-diarrhoea-progress-report/
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o However, it is now expected to be signed on November 15, 

between China, Australia, South Korea, Japan, and 10 

Association of South East Asian (ASEAN) nations. 

o The pact looks to drop tariffs and duties between the 

members so that goods and services can flow freely between 

them. 

• India and the RCEP: 

o May 15 was the deadline for a response to a fresh proposal of 

India rejoining negotiations on the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/india-asean-to-

expand-trade-despite-rcep-walkout/ 

104. The term “One Country Two Systems” policy is sometimes mentioned in 

the new in the context of the affairs of 

(a) Israel 

(b) China 

(c) Afghanistan 

(d) New Zealand 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• To put it simply, it means that the Hong Kong and Macau Special 

Administrative Regions, both former colonies, can have different 

economic and political systems from that of mainland China, 

while being part of the People’s Republic of China. 

• The One Country Two Systems policy was originally proposed 

by Deng Xiaoping shortly after he took the reins of the country 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/india-asean-to-expand-trade-despite-rcep-walkout/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/india-asean-to-expand-trade-despite-rcep-walkout/
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in the late 1970s. Deng’s plan was to unify China and Taiwan 

under the One Country Two Systems policy. He promised high 

autonomy to Taiwan. China’s nationalist government, which was 

defeated in a civil war by the communists in 1949, had been exiled 

to Taiwan. Under Deng’s plan, the island could follow its capitalist 

economic system, run a separate administration and keep its own 

army but under Chinese sovereignty. Taiwan, however, rejected the 

Communist Party’s offer. 

• The island has since been run as a separate entity from the 

mainland China, though Beijing never gave up its claim over 

Taiwan. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-the-sino-

british-joint-declaration/ 

105. In the Indian context, what is the implication of ratifying the ‘Additional 

Protocol’ with the ‘International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)’? 

(a) The civilian nuclear reactors come under IAEA safeguards. 

(b) The military nuclear installations come under the inspection of IAEA. 

(c) The country will have the privilege to buy uranium from the Nuclear 

Suppliers Group (NSG). 

(d) The country automatically becomes a member of the NSG. 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Statement 1 is correct because an Additional Protocol (AP) to the 

Safeguards Agreement between the Government of India and 

the IAEA for the Application of Safeguards to Civilian Nuclear 

Facilities entered into force on 25 July 2014. 

• Statement 2 is incorrect. 

• Statement 3 is incorrect as IAEA protocol ratification will not give 

the privilege to buy uranium from the Nuclear Suppliers Group 

(NSG) 

• Statement 4 is incorrect because NSG membership is not based on 

IAEA Additional Protocol ratification. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-

energy-agency-iaea-3/ 

106. Which one of the following was set up as the world's "Atoms for Peace" 

organization within the United Nations family? 

(a) Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA)  

(b) World Nuclear Association (WNA) 

(c) International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: (c) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-the-sino-british-joint-declaration/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/what-is-the-sino-british-joint-declaration/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-energy-agency-iaea-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-energy-agency-iaea-3/
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Explanation: About IAEA: 

• Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957 

within the United Nations family. 

• Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and 

Security Council. 

• Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 

• Functions: 

o Works with its Member States and multiple partners 

worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of 

nuclear technologies. 

o Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to 

inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear 

weapons. 

• Board of Governors: 

o 22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic 

diversity) — elected by the General Conference (11 members 

every year) – 2 year term. 

o At least 10 member states — nominated by the outgoing 

Board. 

o Board members each receive one vote. 

• Functions: 

o Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA 

activities and budget. 

o Responsible for publishing IAEA standards. 

o Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA. 

o Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference 

approval. 

• Programs: 

o Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). 

o Human Health Program. 

o Water Availability Enhancement Project. 

o International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and 

Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-

energy-agency-iaea-3/ 

107. Which one of the following is the best description of ‘INS Vagir’, that 

was in the news recently? 

(a) Amphibious warfare ship 

(b) Nuclear-powered submarine 

(c) Torpedo launch and recovery vessel 

(d) Diesel electric attack submarine 

Ans: (d) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-energy-agency-iaea-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/international-atomic-energy-agency-iaea-3/
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Explanation: 

• Indian Navy’s fifth Kalvari-class Diesel Electric attack 

submarine INS Vagir was launched recently at Mazgaon Dock in 

Mumbai. 

• The other vessels in the class are INS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS 

Karanj, INS Vela and INS Vagsheer. 

 

• About Kalvari Class of submarines: 

o This class of submarines have Diesel Electric transmission 

systems and these are primarily attack submarines or 

‘hunter-killer’ type which means they are designed to target 

and sink adversary naval vessels. 

o They can be used in anti-warship and anti-submarine 

operations, intelligence gathering and surveillance and naval 

mine laying. 

o These submarines are built under Project 75 and their 

design is based on the Scorpene class of the submarines. 

o Being constructed by the public sector shipbuilder Mazagon 

Dock Ltd (MDL) in Mumbai. 

o Design is based on Scorpene class of submarines designed 

and developed by French defence major Naval Group 

formerly DCNS and Spanish state owned entity Navantia. 

• (Note: In maritime parlance a class of ships is a group of vessels 

which have the same make, purpose and displacement). 

• Facts for Prelims: (Just have a brief overview of these facts) 

• Origins of the names of ships mentioned above: 

o Kalvari – means Tiger Shark. 

o Vagir has been named after a Sand Fish, a predatory marine 

species. 

o Khanderi has been named after an Island Fort built by 

Chhatrapati Shivaji, which played a key role in his Navy. 

o Karanj has also been named after an Island located South of 

Mumbai. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/kalvari-class-of-

submarines/ 

108. Consider the following statements about Arunachal Pradesh : 

1. The North-East Frontier Agency was renamed as Arunachal Pradesh 

by Sri Bibhabasu Das Shastri. 

2. As per India State of Forest Report (2019), the Forest Cover in the 

State is nearly 85% of the State's geographical area. 

3. Mouling National Park located in this state. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/kalvari-class-of-submarines/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/kalvari-class-of-submarines/
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(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 only 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The North-East Frontier Agency was renamed as Arunachal 

Pradesh by Sri Bibhabasu Das Shastri, the Director of 

Research and K.A.A. Raja, the Chief Commissioner of 

Arunachal Pradesh on 20 January 1972, and it became a union 

territory. Arunachal Pradesh became a state on 20 February 

1987. 

• S2: Based on the interpretation of IRS Resourcesat-2 LISS III 

satellite data of the period Oct 2017 to Mar 2018, the Forest 

Cover in the State is 66,687.78 sq km which is 79.63 % of the 

State's geographical area. link 

• S3: Protected Area network of the State: 2 National Parks 

(Mouling and Namdapha) and 11 Wildlife Sanctuaries covering 

11.68% of its geographical area. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/ 

109. With reference to Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The FCRA regulates foreign direct investments in all associations, 

groups and NGOs. 

2. It is mandatory for all NGOs to register themselves under the FCRA. 

3. As per the act, media persons are prohibited from receiving any 

foreign contribution. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The FCRA regulates foreign donations and ensures that 

such contributions do not adversely affect internal security. ( 

Foreign Exchange Management Act- link) 

• S2: The FCRA is applicable to all associations, groups and 

NGOs which intend to receive foreign donations. It is 

mandatory for all such NGOs to register themselves under 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiqo5-qloLtAhWi9nMBHQ-IAmkQFjACegQIAxAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffsi.nic.in%2Fisfr19%2Fvol2%2Fisfr-2019-vol-ii-arunachal-pradesh.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0IcZbjeAdXcmU4yqkKit_G
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/
https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/BS_ViewMasterCirculars.aspx?Id=3630&Mode=0
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the FCRA. The registration is initially valid for five years and it 

can be renewed subsequently if they comply with all norms. 

• S3: Who cannot receive foreign donations? 

o Members of the legislature and political parties, 

government officials, judges and media persons are 

prohibited from receiving any foreign contribution. 

o However, in 2017 the MHA, through the Finance Bill route, 

amended the 1976-repealed FCRA law paving the way for 

political parties to receive funds from the Indian subsidiary 

of a foreign company or a foreign company in which an 

Indian holds 50% or more shares 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/ 

110. With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)’ sometimes mentioned in 

the news while forecasting Indian monsoon, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

1. IOD phenomenon is characterised by a difference in sea surface 

temperature between tropical Western Indian Ocean and tropical 

Eastern Pacific Ocean. 

2. An IOD phenomenon can influence an El Nino’s impact on the 

monsoon. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The IOD is frequently seen in news before the onslaught on 

Monsoon in India. IMD bases its Monsoon predictions on both 

IOD and El-Nino.  

• The IOD, also known as the Indian Niño, is an irregular 

oscillation of sea-surface temperatures in which the western 

Indian Ocean becomes alternately warmer and then colder than 

the eastern part of the Indian ocean (not tropical eastern pacific 

ocean). 

• A positive IOD, i.e. the warmer western Indian Ocean, brings 

good rains in the country.  

• IOD has a much more significant effect on the rainfall patterns 

in south-east Australia than the El Niño-Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO) in the Pacific Ocean as shown in several recent studies. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-november-2020/
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Refer: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-

nation/local-indian-ocean-phenomenon-may-bring-better-rainfall-despite-el-

nino/articleshow/69364540.cms 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 16th-Nov-2020 
 

111. With reference to the history of India, ‘ulgulan’ or the great tumult is 

the description of which of the following? 

(a) The revolt of 1857 

(b) The Mappila rebellion of 1921 

(c) The Indigo revolt of 1859-1860 

(d) Birsa Munda’s revolt of 1899-1900 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Bisra started a movement called ‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great 

Tumult’. His struggle against the exploitation and discrimination 

against tribals led to a big hit against the British government in the 

form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act being passed in 1908. The 

act restricted the passing on of land from the tribal people to non-

tribals. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/birsa-munda/ 

112. Consider the following statements: 

1. The first decennial censuses took place in 1881. 

2. The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the 

Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India under 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI). 

3. Sample Registration System (SRS) bulletin was initiated by the 

Registrar General of India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/local-indian-ocean-phenomenon-may-bring-better-rainfall-despite-el-nino/articleshow/69364540.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/local-indian-ocean-phenomenon-may-bring-better-rainfall-despite-el-nino/articleshow/69364540.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/local-indian-ocean-phenomenon-may-bring-better-rainfall-despite-el-nino/articleshow/69364540.cms
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/birsa-munda/
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(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The first census of India was conducted in the 1870s and 

attempted to collect data across as much of the country as was 

feasible. The first of the decennial censuses took place in 1881. 

• S2: The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests 

with the Office of the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner, India under Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India. 

• S3: Sample Registration System (SRS) bulletin has been 

released by the Registrar General of India. It is based on data 

collected for 2018. 

o Initiated on a pilot basis by the Registrar General of India in 

a few states in 1964-65, it became fully operational during 

1969-70. 

o The field investigation consists of continuous enumeration of 

births and deaths in selected sample units by resident part-

time enumerators, generally anganwadi workers and 

teachers; and an independent retrospective survey every six 

months by SRS supervisors. The data obtained by these two 

independent functionaries are matched. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/2018-report-on-vital-

statistics-of-india-based-on-the-civil-registration-system/ 

113. Which of the following is/are the principle qualifications one must meet 

to be eligible to the office of the chief minister as per the Constitution of 

India? 

A chief minister must be: 

1. a citizen of India 

2. should be a member of the state legislature 

3. of 25 years of age or less 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The Constitution of India sets the principle qualifications one 

must meet to be eligible to the office of the chief minister. A 

chief minister must be: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/2018-report-on-vital-statistics-of-india-based-on-the-civil-registration-system/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/2018-report-on-vital-statistics-of-india-based-on-the-civil-registration-system/
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o a citizen of India. 

o should be a member of the state legislature. If a person is 

elected chief minister who is not a member of the legislature, 

then he/she must take sign from governor. 

o of 25 years of age or more 

• An individual who is not a member of the legislature can be 

considered as the chief minister provided he/she gets 

himself/herself elected to the State Legislature within six months 

from the date of their appointment. Failing which, he/she would 

cease to be the chief minister. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-chief-minister-

appointment-power-function-and-position/ 

114. Right to Bail in India is a: 

(a) Fundamental Right 

(b) Statutory Right 

(c) Natural Right 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 does not define bail or the 

amount of security that is necessary to be paid by the accused for 

securing his release. Therefore, the amount to be paid for the bail 

is the matter of discretion of the court. But, it is usually seen that 

the courts of India are not sensitive towards criminals with petty 

offenses and poor household, as the courts demands a sum that is 

unreasonable for bail. Their economic plight is not taken into 

consideration. 

• Article 21 of the Constitution provides us the right to life and 

liberty. Such right guarantees everyone in the territory of India, 

life with all the freedom to enjoy one’s life and liberty. But, the 

refusal of the right to bail or demanding the amount that a 

person is unable to pay is said to be an infringement of article 

21 of the Constitution. For more: 

https://sabrangindia.in/article/right-default-bail-not-just-

statutory-fundamental-right 

• Types Of Bail In India: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/rstv-in-depth-

anticipatory-bail/ 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/accused-can-get-

bail-if-probe-is-not-over-in-time/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-chief-minister-appointment-power-function-and-position/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-chief-minister-appointment-power-function-and-position/
https://sabrangindia.in/article/right-default-bail-not-just-statutory-fundamental-right
https://sabrangindia.in/article/right-default-bail-not-just-statutory-fundamental-right
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/rstv-in-depth-anticipatory-bail/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/rstv-in-depth-anticipatory-bail/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/accused-can-get-bail-if-probe-is-not-over-in-time/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/accused-can-get-bail-if-probe-is-not-over-in-time/
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115. Consider the following statements: 

1. The guidelines on determination of Critical Wildlife Habitat were 

prepared by Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). 

2. The Chief Wildlife Warden of a state identify the critical wildlife 

habitats (CWH) in a national park or sanctuary. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The guidelines on CWH were prepared by MoEF&CC under 

Section 2 (b) of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 

Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA). 

While MoTA is the nodal authority for FRA, the law identifies 

MoEF&CC as the agency to notify the guidelines. 

• S2: Notifying CWHs: Key features of guidelines 

o The Chief Wildlife Warden of a state will notify an Expert 

Committee for the purpose of identification of critical 

wildlife habitats (CWH) in a national park or sanctuary. 

o The Expert Committee will identify areas within national 

parks and sanctuaries, based on scientific and objective 

criteria relevant to the protected area, required to be kept 

inviolate for the purpose of wildlife conservation. 

o The Expert Committee shall issue a public notice on the 

intention to notify CWH. The public notice shall include 

details of areas required to be kept inviolate, criteria adopted 

for CWH identification, implication of the notification on 

existing rights, and all options of resettlement and 

rehabilitation schemes, if applicable. 

o The Expert Committee shall carry out open consultations 

with all stakeholders, and the proceedings of the 

consultations, especially the objections, will be documented 

appropriately. 

o The committee will submit the CWH proposal to the 

Chief Wildlife Warden. The decision on the proposal will 

taken by the Standing Committee of the National Board 

for Wildlife. A MoTA representative would be invited during 

the deliberation of the proposal by the standing committee. 

Following the committee’s recommendation, the notification 

of CWH will be published in the official gazette. 
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-scheduled-

tribes-and-other-forest-dwellers-recognition-of-forest-rights-act-2006/ 

116. In which one of the following groups are all the four countries members 

of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership? 

(a) Australia, USA, Japan and South Korea 

(b) Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia and Vietnam 

(c) Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar and Russia 

(d) New Zealand, Japan, South Korea and India 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About RCEP: 

• The mega trade bloc comprises 15 countries led by China (10 

ASEAN members and Australia, China, Japan, South Korea and 

New Zealand). 

o ASEAN members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 

and Vietnam. 

• The group is expected to represent at least 30% of the global GDP 

and will emerge as the largest free trade agreement in the world. 

• The mega trade bloc is expected to boost commerce among the 

member-countries spread across the Asia-Pacific region. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/mega-trade-bloc-

rcep-takes-off/ 

117. Which one of the following country has launched ‘Golden Card’ 

Permanent Residency Scheme? 

(a) United Kingdom 

(b) Australia 

(c) United Arab Emirates 

(d) Kuwait 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The United Arab Emirates will extend its “golden” visa system to 

certain professionals, specialised degree-holders and others. 

• Background: 

• After first announcing a long-term visa plan in 2018, the UAE in 

2019 started granting 5- and 10-year renewable visas to certain 

foreign investors, entrepreneurs, chief executives, scientists and 

outstanding students. 

• About the ‘Golden Card’ Permanent Residency Scheme: 

o The United Arab Emirates (UAE) had launched this Scheme 

to woo wealthy individuals and exceptional talents from all 

over the world. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-scheduled-tribes-and-other-forest-dwellers-recognition-of-forest-rights-act-2006/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/the-scheduled-tribes-and-other-forest-dwellers-recognition-of-forest-rights-act-2006/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/mega-trade-bloc-rcep-takes-off/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/mega-trade-bloc-rcep-takes-off/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/uae-to-widen-golden-

visas-eligibility-criteria/ 

118. Puerto Rico is a Spanish-speaking island located in the: 

(a) Caspian Sea 

(b) Red Sea 

(c) Baltic Sea 

(d) Caribbean Sea 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• For the third time in ten years, the United States territory of Puerto 

Rico has voted in favour of statehood. 

• Key Points: 

• Puerto Rico is a Spanish-speaking island located in the 

Caribbean Sea. 

• Since its discovery by the explorer Christopher Columbus in 1493, 

Puerto Rico was a part of the Spanish Empire for over 4 centuries 

until 1898, when it was annexed by the United States. 

• In 1917, Puerto Ricans were granted US citizenship, but the island 

itself was never made a full state, and continues to remain a “US 

territory”, along with Guam, North Mariana Islands, American 

Samoa, and the US Virgin Islands. 

 

Refer: Facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/uae-to-widen-golden-visas-eligibility-criteria/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/uae-to-widen-golden-visas-eligibility-criteria/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/
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119. U.K.’s Blue Belt Program recently in the news, is related to which of the 

following? 

(a) Overseas immigration services 

(b) Decolonization process 

(c) Marine protection 

(d) Human rights protection 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Tristan da Cunha, an island with 245 permanent residents, is 

creating a marine protection zone to safeguard endangered 

rockhopper penguins, yellow-nosed albatross and other wildlife in 

an area of the South Atlantic three times the size of the United 

Kingdom. 

• The protection zone will become part of the U.K.’s Blue Belt 

Program, which is providing 27 million pounds ($35.5 million) to 

promote marine conservation in the country’s overseas 

territories. The initiative has now protected 11.1 million square 

kilometers of marine environment, or 1% of the world’s oceans 

 

Refer: Facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-november-2020/
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120. Consider the following statements regarding Gram Sabha 

1. It is a permanent body 

2. The term Gram Sabha is defined in the Constitution 

3. The power to annul a decision of the Gram Sabha rests with state 

Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Gram Sabha 

o The term Gram Sabha is defined in the Constitution of 

India under Article 243(b).  

o Gram Sabha is the primary body of the Panchayati Raj 

system and by far the largest. 

o It is a permanent body.  

o The power to annul a decision of the Gram Sabha rests 

with the Gram Sabha only. 

• Composition: 

o Persons, those who are above 18 years of age. 

o Living in the village. 

o Whose names are included in the electoral rolls for the 

Panchayat at the village level. 

• Powers and functions: 

o Constitution mentions that Gram Sabha exercises such 

powers and performs such functions at the village level as 

the Legislature of a State may, by law, provide. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/19/gram-sabha/ 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/19/gram-sabha/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 17th-Nov-2020 
 

121. Consider the following statements: 

1. The president of India can summon a session of parliament at such a 

place as he/she thinks fit. 

2. The constitution of India provides for three sessions of the parliament 

in a year but it is not mandatory to conduct all the sessions 

3. There is no minimum number of days that the parliament is required 

to meet in a year 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The winter session of Parliament that usually commences by last 

week of November is unlikely to be held due to the high number of 

COVID-19 cases in Delhi. 

• Background: 

o Article 85 says the President can summon a session of 

Parliament “at such time and place as he thinks fit”. 

Thus, a session can be called on the recommendation of the 

government, which decides its date and duration. 

• Have there been any such instances in the past? 

o As per parliamentary records, there have only been three 

instances in the past of the winter session not being held — 

in 1975, 1979 and 1984. 

• What the Constitution says? 

o Article 85 requires that there should not be a gap of more 

than six months between two sessions of Parliament. 

o Therefore, with the monsoon session of Parliament held in 

September, the government has no constitutional 

compulsion to hold a winter session. 

o Besides, the Constitution does not specify when or for 

how many days Parliament should meet. 

• S1 and S2: Article 85(1) of the Constitution empowers the 

President to summon each House of Parliament to meet at such 

time and place as he thinks fit, but six months shall not intervene 

between its last sitting in one Session and the date appointed for 

its first sitting in the next Session. 

• S3: This is correct, refer to the explanation above. 
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/winter-session-of-

parliament-unlikely-amid-rising-covid-cases/ 

122. Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, there are no written rules on the recusal of judges from 

hearing cases listed before them in constitutional courts. 

2. As per the Supreme Court guidelines, a judge must indicate reasons 

for his recusal from a particular case. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: What is a recusal? 

• Judicial disqualification, referred to as recusal, is the act of 

abstaining from participation in an official action such as a legal 

proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court official 

or administrative officer. 

• General Grounds for Recusal: 

• Motions to recuse or disqualify judges and other adjudicators have 

been made for all sorts of reasons. 

• Most commonly such motions are predicated upon a claim that the 

judge is biased in favour of one party, or against another, or 

that a reasonable objective observer would think he might be. 

• But such motions are also made on many other grounds, including 

the challenged judge’s: 

o Interest in the subject matter, or relationship with someone 

who is interested in it. 

o Background or experience, such as the judge’s prior work as 

a lawyer. 

o Personal knowledge about the parties or the facts of the case. 

o Ex parte communications with lawyers or non-lawyers. 

o Rulings, comments or conduct. 

• Are there any laws in this regard? 

o There are no definite rules on recusals by Judges 

• S1: There are no written rules on the recusal of judges from 

hearing cases listed before them in constitutional courts. It is left 

to the discretion of a judge.  

• S2: The reasons for recusal are not disclosed in an order of the 

court. Some judges orally convey to the lawyers involved in the 

case their reasons for recusal, many do not. Some explain the 

reasons in their order. The decision rests on the conscience of 

the judge. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/winter-session-of-parliament-unlikely-amid-rising-covid-cases/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/winter-session-of-parliament-unlikely-amid-rising-covid-cases/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/judge-recuses-

himself-from-jagan-case/ 

123. The term ‘rules of origin’ has been in news recently, is associated with 

which of the following? 

(a) India- RCEP trade negotiations 

(b) Rohingya refugee crisis 

(c) Winter migration of birds to the Indian subcontinent  

(d) National Population Register (NPR) and National Register of Citizens 

(NRC) debate 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Major issues that were unresolved during RCEP negotiations were 

related to the exposure that India would have to China. This 

included India’s fears that there were “inadequate” protections 

against surges in imports. It felt there could also be a possible 

circumvention of rules of origin— the criteria used to determine 

the national source of a product — in the absence of which some 

countries could dump their products by routing them through 

other countries that enjoyed lower tariffs. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-17-november-2020/ 

124. ‘Blue Berets or Blue Helmets’, often in the news, is/are 

(a) WHO deployed doctors 

(b) Volunteers of some NGO 

(c) Anti-terrorist squad 

(d) UN peacekeepers 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue 

Helmets because of their light blue berets or helmets) can 

include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel. 

• Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a 

voluntary basis. 

• Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, 

recruited and deployed by the UN Secretariat. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/united-nations-

peace-keeping-unpk-missions/ 

125. Optical fibre works on the principle of: 

(a) Light Scattering 

(b) Light Dispersion 

(c) Total Internal Refraction 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/judge-recuses-himself-from-jagan-case/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/judge-recuses-himself-from-jagan-case/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/united-nations-peace-keeping-unpk-missions/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/united-nations-peace-keeping-unpk-missions/
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(d) Total Internal Reflection  

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Context: 

o Kerala aims to provide free Internet for poor families, public 

offices by December. 

• About the Project: 

o The project seeks to fulfil the government’s aim of making 

internet access a ‘citizen’s right’. 

o Aims to provide free high-speed internet to over 20 lakh 

below poverty line (BPL) households. 

o It is a collaborative initiative of the state’s power utility 

Kerala State Electricity Board and Kerala State IT 

Infrastructure Ltd. Internet service providers and cable 

television operators can also join the optic-fibre network 

project to provide their services. 

o As many as 30,000 government offices and schools would be 

linked through the high-speed network, said the state 

government. 

• Optical Fibers are based on Total Internal Reflection. 

• The phenomenon in which the angle of incidence is more than the 

critical angle is known as total internal reflection. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/kerala-fibre-optic-

network-project-2/ 

126. Recently, the European Space Agency (ESA) has formally adopted Ariel 

(Atmospheric Remote-sensing Infrared Exoplanet Large-survey), the 

explorer that will study the nature, formation and evolution of which of 

the following? 

(a) Comets 

(b) Moon 

(c) Exoplanets 

(d) All of the above 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The European Space Agency (ESA) has formally adopted Ariel. 

• What is Ariel? 

o Ariel (Atmospheric Remote-sensing Infrared Exoplanet 

Large-survey) will be launched in 2029. 

o It will perform a large-scale survey of over a thousand 

exoplanets over a period of four years. 

o The explorer that will study the nature, formation and 

evolution of exoplanets.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/kerala-fibre-optic-network-project-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/kerala-fibre-optic-network-project-2/
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• Significance: 

o Ariel is the first mission of its kind dedicated to 

measuring the chemical composition and thermal 

structures of hundreds of exoplanets.  

o It will also help to answer one of the key questions of ESA’s 

Cosmic Vision Plan, which is, “What are the conditions 

for planet formation and the emergence of life?”. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/what-is-the-ariel-

space-mission-adopted-by-the-european-space-agency/ 

127. Among the following, which one is the largest emitter of greenhouse 

gases in the world on an absolute basis? 

(a) India 

(b) China 

(c) USA 

(d) European Union 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Most of the world's greenhouse gas emissions come from a 

relatively small number of countries. China, the United States, 

and the nations that make up the European Union are the 

three largest emitters on an absolute basis. Per capita 

greenhouse gas emissions are highest in the United States and 

Russia. 

• What is the Paris Agreement? 

o The 2015 Paris Agreement seeks to keep the rise in global 

temperatures to within 2°C compared to pre-industrial times, 

a target that cannot possibly be achieved without the active 

participation of the United States. 

o The US still is the second largest emitter of greenhouse 

gases in the world, after China. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/the-us-and-climate-

after-donald-trump/ 

128. Consider the following statements: 

1. Saint Nimbarka was a contemporary of Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji 

Maharaj. 

2. Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj was greatly influenced by Lord 

Mahavira. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/what-is-the-ariel-space-mission-adopted-by-the-european-space-agency/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/what-is-the-ariel-space-mission-adopted-by-the-european-space-agency/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/the-us-and-climate-after-donald-trump/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/17/the-us-and-climate-after-donald-trump/
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Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Statue of Peace` unveiled in Rajasthan: 

o PM Narendra Modi unveils `Statue of Peace` in Rajasthan. 

o To mark the 151st Birth Anniversary celebrations of 

Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj. 

o The 151-inch tall statue has been made from Ashtadhatu ie 

8 metals, with copper being the major constituent. 

• About Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj: 

o The saint, who lived during 1870-1954, led an austere life, 

working selflessly and dedicatedly to spread the message of 

Lord Mahavira. 

o He also worked relentlessly for the welfare of the masses, 

spread of education and eradication of social evils, wrote 

inspiring literature (poetry, essays, devotional hymns and 

stavans) and gave active support to the freedom movement 

and the cause of the swadeshi. 

• Saint Nimbarka: read here: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nimbarka-Indian-

philosopher 

129. Which one of the following National Parks lies completely in the 

temperate alpine zone? 

(a) Manas National Park 

(b) Namdapha National Park 

(c) Neora Valley National Park 

(d) Valley of Flowers National Park 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Valley of flowers is famous for its alpine meadows. It wholly lies 

in temperate alpine zone. The valley has three sub-alpine between 

3,200m and 3,500m which is the limit for trees, lower alpine 

between 3,500m and 3,700m, and higher alpine above 3,700m. See  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Flowers_National_Park#Ve

getation 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

130. Why are dewdrops not formed on a cloudy night? 

(a) Clouds absorb the radiation released from the Earth’s surface. 

(b) Clouds reflect back the Earth’s radiation. 

(c) The Earth’s surface would have low temperature on cloudy nights. 

(d) Clouds deflect the blowing wind to ground level. 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nimbarka-Indian-philosopher
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nimbarka-Indian-philosopher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Flowers_National_Park#Vegetation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Flowers_National_Park#Vegetation
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• The dew formation is more when the sky is clear and less when it is 

cloudy. When the sky is clear and the trees and plants are cooler at 

nights, there is more evaporation of water and hence more dew 

formation. But when it is cloudy, trees and plants do not get cool in 

the night and hence there is less dew formation. As the sun raises 

high in the sky, these dew drops evaporate into air. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 18th-Nov-2020 
 

131. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Bru or Reang are a community indigenous to Northeast India. 

2. In Tripura, Bru are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Group. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Brus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across the 

northeastern states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram. 

• S2: In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Group. In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that 

do not consider them indigenous to the state. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/bru-refugees-

demand-immediate-implementation-of-settlement-pact/ 

132. Consider the following statements: 

1. Jet Streams occur in the Northern Hemisphere only. 

2. Only some cyclones develop an eye. 

3. The temperature inside the eye of a cyclone is nearly 10 degree 

Celsius lesser than that of the surroundings. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/bru-refugees-demand-immediate-implementation-of-settlement-pact/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/bru-refugees-demand-immediate-implementation-of-settlement-pact/
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• S1: This is obviously incorrect, they occur in upper atmospheres of 

both hemispheres. 

• S2: Correct. Extra-tropical cyclones may not always have an eye, 

whereas mostly mature storms have well developed eye. Rapidly 

intensifying storms may develop an extremely small, clear, and 

circular eye, sometimes referred to as a pinhole eye. 

• S3: It is warmer and not colder for a tropical cyclone. The warmer 

temperature is what drives the storm. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/hurricane-iota/ 

133. With reference to the provisions contained in part III of the Constitution 

of India, Consider the following statements: 

1. The right to get the Fundamental Rights protected is in itself a 

fundamental right. 

2. The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the 

Constitution. 

3. All rights guaranteed by the Constitution of India can be enforced 

under Article 32. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Article 32 confers the right to remedies for the enforcement of 

the fundamental rights of an aggrieved citizen. In other words, the 

right to get the Fundamental Rights protected is in itself a 

fundamental right. This makes the fundamental rights real. 

• S2: The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic 

feature of the Constitution. Hence, it cannot be abridged or 

taken away even by way of an amendment to the Constitution. 

• S3: Only the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution can be enforced under Article 32 and not any 

other right like non-fundamental constitutional rights, statutory 

rights, and customary rights and so on. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/how-has-the-

supreme-court-interpreted-article-32-over-the-years/ 

134. RBI constituted KV Kamath committee was in news recently, it was set 

up to look into a/an/the: 

(a) digital Payments 

(b) restructuring of loans 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/hurricane-iota/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/how-has-the-supreme-court-interpreted-article-32-over-the-years/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/how-has-the-supreme-court-interpreted-article-32-over-the-years/
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(c) faster resolution of stressed assets of PSB 

(d) wholesale argi-market 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• In August this year, RBI set up a committee headed by K.V. 

Kamath on restructuring of loans impacted by the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

• The Committee was tasked to recommend parameters for one-time 

restructuring of corporate loans. 

• Recommendations made by the Committee: 

o Graded approach to restructuring of stressed accounts 

based on severity of the impact on the borrowers- Banks can 

classify the accounts into mild, moderate and severe as 

recommended by the committee. 

o Five financial parameters to gauge the health of sectors 

facing difficulties- total outside liabilities to adjusted tangible 

networth, total debt to earnings before interest, taxes, 

depreciation, and amortization (Ebitda), debt service coverage 

ratio (DSCR), current ratio and average debt service coverage 

ratio (ADSCR). 

o 26 sectors have been identified including auto, aviation, 

construction, hospitality, power, real estate and tourism. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/rbis-debt-

restructuring-scheme/ 

135. The Government of India established the Bureau of Police Research and 

Development (BPR&D), under the: 

(a) NITI Aayog 

(b) Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 

(c) Ministry of Home Affairs 

(d) Ministry of External Affairs 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD), a 

think-tank under the Union Home Ministry has published 

guidelines to aid law enforcement agencies to identify fake news 

and videos. 

• What is Fake news? 

o Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately 

misinform or deceive readers. 

o Usually, these stories are created to influence people’s views, 

push a political agenda or cause confusion and can often be 

a profitable business for online publishers. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/rbis-debt-restructuring-scheme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/rbis-debt-restructuring-scheme/
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o There are three elements to fake news: Mistrust, 

misinformation and manipulation. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/what-mechanism-do-

you-have-against-fake-news-sc-asks-govt/ 

136. Article 363-A was inserted in the Constitution (Twenty-sixth 

Amendment) Act, 1971, this amendment is best known for: 

(a) The President’s assent to Constitutional Amendment Bill was made 

compulsory  

(b) Fundamental Right to Property was curtailed 

(c) Privy Purse and privileges of former rulers of princely states were 

abolished 

(d) The voting age was decreased from 21 to 18 for both Lok Sabha and 

Legislative Assemblies elections 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Article 363-A: 

• Article 363-A was inserted in the Constitution (Twenty-sixth 

Amendment) Act, 1971. This amendment is best known for 

abolition of Privy Purse. 

• Why in News? 

o A grandson of the last Nizam Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan, 

Nawab Najaf Ali Khan, has lodged a complaint with the 

Hyderabad Police seeking registration of an FIR on a few 

other Nizam’s heirs alleging that they have used false 

documents to lay claim to the £35 million Nizam’s Fund lying 

in a U.K. bank. 

o He said, this move amounted to violation of Article 363-A of 

the Constitution. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/ 

137. With reference to Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is the 4th generation Anti-Tank Missile. 

2. It has been developed under the Integrated Guided Missile 

Development Programme (IGMDP). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/what-mechanism-do-you-have-against-fake-news-sc-asks-govt/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/what-mechanism-do-you-have-against-fake-news-sc-asks-govt/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
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Explanation: Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM) 

• QRSAM is a canister-based system, which means that it is stored 

and operated from specially designed compartments. 

• It is a short range surface-to-air missile (SAM) system, primarily 

designed and developed by DRDO to provide a protective shield to 

moving armoured columns of the Army from enemy aerial attacks. 

• The entire weapon system has been configured on a mobile and 

manoeuvrable platform and is capable of providing air defence on 

the move. 

• It has been designed for induction into the Army and has a range 

of 25 to 30 km. 

• The 5 missiles developed under IGMDP program are:  

o Prithvi: Short range surface to surface ballistic missile. 

o Agni: Ballistic missiles with different ranges, i.e. Agni 

(1,2,3,4,5) 

o Trishul: Short range low level surface to air missile. 

o Nag: 3rd generation anti-tank missile. 

o Akash: Medium range surface to air missile. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/ 

138. The Lilavati Award is an initiative of the: 

(a) India STEM Foundation 

(b) National Technical Research Organisation 

(c) All India Council for Technical Education 

(d) Indian Space Research Organisation 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Lilavati Award 2020 launched: 

• The Lilavati Award is an initiative of the technical education 

regulator, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), 

and it aims to recognise efforts by AICTE-approved institutions to 

treat women with ‘equality and fairness’. 

• The theme of the Lilavati Award is women’s empowerment. It 

aims to create awareness about issues like sanitation, hygiene, 

health and nutrition using ‘traditional Indian values’. 

• It also aims to create awareness about issues like literacy, 

employment, technology, credit, marketing, innovation, skill 

development, natural resources, and rights among women. 

• Entries for the Award can be submitted at the institution or team 

level, comprising students or faculty or both from AICTE approved 

institutions. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
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Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/ 

139. Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary, sometimes seen in news, is located in 

the state of: 

(a) Assam 

(b) Mizoram 

(c) Manipur 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area located in 

the state of Assam in India. This wildlife sanctuary covers 44.06 

km², on the south bank of the Brahmaputra River in Sonitpur 

district. The area was declared a Reserved forest in 1974, it became 

a sanctuary in 1995. 

• It is one of the protected site under Indian Rhino Vision 2020 

program. 

Refer: https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/over-3-000-hectares-

added-to-kaziranga-national-park-and-tiger-reserve-in-assam/story-

OH5j05pw7dqc5PxTz0VuTM.html 

140. Consider the following statements 

1. Olive Ridley Turtles are largely found in Gahirmatha Marine 

Sanctuary 

2. Gharial are largely found in Chilka Lake 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• National Chambal Sanctuary, also called the National Chambal 

Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary, is a 5,400 km² tri-state protected 

area in northern India for the protection of the Critically 

Endangered gharial, the red-crowned roof turtle and the 

Endangered Ganges river dolphin. 

• Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is a marine wildlife sanctuary 

located in Odisha and is a very popular tourist attraction of 

Odisha in India. It is the world’s largest nesting beach for Olive 

Ridley Turtles. It extends from Dhamra River mouth in the north to 

Brahmani river mouth in the south. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-november-2020/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/over-3-000-hectares-added-to-kaziranga-national-park-and-tiger-reserve-in-assam/story-OH5j05pw7dqc5PxTz0VuTM.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/over-3-000-hectares-added-to-kaziranga-national-park-and-tiger-reserve-in-assam/story-OH5j05pw7dqc5PxTz0VuTM.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/over-3-000-hectares-added-to-kaziranga-national-park-and-tiger-reserve-in-assam/story-OH5j05pw7dqc5PxTz0VuTM.html
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/15/odisha-celebrates-

1st-turtle-festival-in-puri/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/world-crocodile-day/ 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 19th-Nov-2020 
 

141. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Population Register (NPR) is a register of all citizens of the 

country. 

2. It is mandatory for every citizen of India to register in the NPR. 

3. The NPR was first collected in 2010 and then updated in 2015. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Here the directive word is not correct!! 

• What is National Population Register (NPR)? 

o It is a Register of usual residents of the country. 

o It is being preparCed at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-

District, District, State and National level under provisions of 

the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship 

(Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity 

Cards) Rules, 2003. 

o It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to 

register in the NPR. 

• Objective: To create a comprehensive identity database of every 

usual resident in the country. 

o The NPR was first collected in 2010 and then updated in 

2015. 

• Who is a usual resident? 

o A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a 

person who has resided in a local area for the past 6 months 

or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the 

next 6 months or more. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/national-population-

register-npr-6/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/15/odisha-celebrates-1st-turtle-festival-in-puri/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/15/odisha-celebrates-1st-turtle-festival-in-puri/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/18/world-crocodile-day/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/national-population-register-npr-6/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/national-population-register-npr-6/
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142. Consider the following statements: 

1. The first Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) was promulgated in 

the year 2016. 

2. The recently released Defence Acquisition Procedure (2020) stipulates 

30 per cent higher indigenisation than DPP 2016. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The first Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) was 

promulgated in the year 2002 and has since been revised 

periodically to provide impetus to the growing domestic industry 

and achieve enhanced self reliance in defence manufacturing. 

Raksha Mantri had approved constitution of Main Review 

Committee under Chairmanship of DG (Acquisition) Shri Apurva 

Chandra in Aug 2019 for preparation of DAP-2020. DAP 2020 will 

be applicable with effect from 01 October 2020. 

• S2: Highlights of the new policy: 

o Reservations for Indigenous firms: 

▪ The policy reserves several procurement categories for 

indigenous firms. 

▪ DAP 2020 defines an “Indian vendor” as a company 

that is owned and controlled by resident Indian 

citizens, with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more 

than 49 per cent. 

o New Buy (Global–Manufacture in India) category: 

▪ This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of 

the overall contract value of a foreign purchase bought 

with the intention of subsequently building it in India 

with technology transfer. 

o Greater indigenous content: 

▪ It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and 

equipment of the military procures, including 

equipment manufactured in India under licence. In 

most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 stipulates 10 

per cent higher indigenisation than DPP 2016. 

o Import embargo list: 

▪ The “import embargo list” of 101 items that the 

government promulgated last month has been 

specifically incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo 



Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

108 

   

is a government order that restricts commerce with a 

specified country or the exchange of specific goods.) 

o Offset liability: 

▪ The government has decided not to have an offset 

clause in procurement of defence equipment if the 

deal is done through inter-government agreement 

(IGA), government-to-government or an ab initio single 

vendor. 

▪ The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a 

part of the contract value in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/defence-acquisition-

procedure-of-2020-dap-2020/ 

143. Which of the following is/are the key features of the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act? 

1. The State Employment Agency after due verification will issue a Job 

Card 

2. A minimum of 10 job seekers shall apply to sanction a new work 

under MGNREGA 

3. At least one-half beneficiaries shall be women who have registered and 

requested work under the scheme 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S2: A minimum of 10 job seekers shall apply to sanction a new 

work under MGNREGA 

• S1: The Gram Panchayat after due verification will issue a Job 

Card. The Job Card will bear the photograph of all adult members 

of the household willing to work under MGNREGA and is free of 

cost 

• S3: At least one-third beneficiaries shall be women who have 

registered and requested work under the scheme. 

• Refer: more salient features: https://vikaspedia.in/social-

welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/schemes/faqs-on-

mgnrega/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-

act 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/mahatama-gandhi-

national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-mgnregs/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/defence-acquisition-procedure-of-2020-dap-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/defence-acquisition-procedure-of-2020-dap-2020/
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/schemes/faqs-on-mgnrega/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-act
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/schemes/faqs-on-mgnrega/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-act
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/schemes/faqs-on-mgnrega/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-act
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/schemes/faqs-on-mgnrega/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-act
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/mahatama-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-mgnregs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/mahatama-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-mgnregs/
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144. Consider the following statements:  

1. Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is neither a statutory body 

nor a regulatory body. 

2. According to the Clinical Trial Rules, only the ICMR can initiate action 

when investigators or sponsor of vaccines trail fail to comply with the 

Drugs and Cosmetics Act or the Rules. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Source: S1: ICMR is neither a statutory body nor a regulatory 

body. It is only the apex body in India for formulating, coordinating 

and promoting biomedical research. It doesn’t have the power to 

directly initiate punitive action. 

• S2: According to the Clinical Trial Rules, only the Drugs 

Controller General of India (DCGI) can initiate action when 

investigators fail to comply with the Drugs and Cosmetics Act or 

the Rules. And in such cases, the DCGI may – after giving a show-

cause notice – issue a warning, reject the trial’s results, suspend or 

permanently cancel the permission granted and/or debar the 

investigator or sponsor from conducting any trials in future. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/icmr-against-

indiscriminate-use-of-plasma-therapy/ 

145. The ‘Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action’ (JCPOA) was in news recently, 

is related to which of the following? 

(a) India and the European Union (EU) civil nuclear cooperation 

agreement 

(b) Indo-US nuclear deal 

(c) Iran nuclear deal 

(d) India-Japan civil nuclear agreement 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• On 20 July 2015, the Security Council unanimously adopted 

resolution 2231 (2015) endorsing the the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

• Resolution 2231 provides for the termination of the provisions 

of previous Security Council resolutions on the Iranian nuclear 

issue and establishes specific restrictions that apply to all States 

without exception. 

• What was the iran nuclear deal? 

https://science.thewire.in/the-sciences/covid-19-bharat-biotech-covaxin-icmr-clinical-trials-ethics-committees/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/icmr-against-indiscriminate-use-of-plasma-therapy/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/icmr-against-indiscriminate-use-of-plasma-therapy/
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o Iran agreed to rein in its nuclear programme in a 2015 deal 

struck with the US, UK, Russia, China, France and 

Germany. 

o Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) 

Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of centrifuges, 

enriched uranium and heavy-water, all key components for 

nuclear weapons. 

o The JCPOA established the Joint Commission, with the 

negotiating parties all represented, to monitor 

implementation of the agreement. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/will-return-to-

nuclear-deal-if-u-s-sanctions-are-lifted-iran/ 

146. Consider the following events: 

1. The formation of the Mahajan Commission under former Chief Justice 

Mehr Chand Mahajan 

2. Mysore State renamed as Karnataka 

3. The States Reorganisation Act was enacted by the Parliament under 

Article 4 of the Constitution of India. 

Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence of the above 

events? 

(a) 3-2-1 

(b) 3-1-2 

(c) 2-3-1 

(d) 2-1-3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S3: Based on the recommendations of the Fazal Ali 

Commission, the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, was enacted 

by the Parliament under Article 4 of the Constitution of India. The 

Act came into effect on Novemeber 1, 1956 and states were 

reorganised on linguistic lines. 

• S1: In September 1957, the Bombay government echoed their 

demand and lodged a protest with the Centre, leading to the 

formation of the Mahajan Commission under former Chief Justice 

Mehr Chand Mahajan in October 1966. 

• S2: Following India becoming a republic in 1950, different 

provinces were created based on the languages spoken in a 

particular region. On November 1st 1956, several of these merged 

to form the state of Mysore, which was the name of an older region 

that formed part of the new state. This name was not a popular 

choice with some northern parts of the state, so eventually, on 

November 1st 1973, the state was renamed Karnataka. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/will-return-to-nuclear-deal-if-u-s-sanctions-are-lifted-iran/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/will-return-to-nuclear-deal-if-u-s-sanctions-are-lifted-iran/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/what-is-the-

mahajan-commission-report-on-the-maharashtra-karnataka-border-

dispute/ 

147. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal ministry for 

implementing the Forest Rights Act, 2006. 

2. As per the Forest Rights Act, the Gram Sabha determines the nature 

and extent of Individual Forest Rights (IFR) or Community Forest 

Rights (CFR). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: About Forest Rights Act (FRA): 

• The act was passed in December 2006. It deals with the rights of 

forest-dwelling communities over land and other resources. The Act 

grants legal recognition to the rights of traditional forest dwelling 

communities, partially correcting the injustice caused by the forest 

laws. 

• Rights under the Act: 

o Title rights – Ownership to land that is being farmed by 

tribals or forest dwellers subject to a maximum of 4 hectares; 

ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by 

the concerned family, meaning that no new lands are 

granted. 

o Use rights – to minor forest produce (also including 

ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist routes, etc. 

o Relief and development rights – to rehabilitation in case of 

illegal eviction or forced displacement; and to basic 

amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection. 

o Forest management rights – to protect forests and wildlife. 

• Eligibility: 

o Eligibility to get rights under the Act is confined to those who 

“primarily reside in forests” and who depend on forests and 

forest land for a livelihood. Further, either the claimant must 

be a member of the Scheduled Tribes scheduled in that area 

or must have been residing in the forest for 75 years. 

• S2: Process of recognition of rights: 

o The Act provides that the gram sabha, or village assembly, 

will initially pass a resolution recommending whose rights to 

which resources should be recognised. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/what-is-the-mahajan-commission-report-on-the-maharashtra-karnataka-border-dispute/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/what-is-the-mahajan-commission-report-on-the-maharashtra-karnataka-border-dispute/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/what-is-the-mahajan-commission-report-on-the-maharashtra-karnataka-border-dispute/
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o This resolution is then screened and approved at the level of 

the sub-division (or taluka) and subsequently at the district 

level. 

o The screening committees consist of three government 

officials (Forest, Revenue and Tribal Welfare departments) 

and three elected members of the local body at that level. 

These committees also hear appeals. 

• S1: the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the nodal ministry for 

implementing FRA 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/ 

148. The ‘cow protection Cabinet’ was in news recently, is proposed to be 

setup by which one of the following state? 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Uttara Pradesh 

(c) Bihar 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• M.P. sets up ‘cow protection Cabinet’: 

• Madhya Pradesh government has decided to set up a ‘Gau 

Cabinet’ for the protection and promotion of cattle. 

• The Animal Husbandry, Forest, Panchayat and Rural 

Development, Revenue, Home and Farmers’ Welfare Departments 

would be part of the Cabinet. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/ 

149. Consider the following statements about the Guillain Barre Syndrome 

(GBS): 

1. It is a very rare autoimmune disorder.  

2. Recently, GBS cases have been reported following infection with the 

COVID19 virus. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
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• S2: In a rare complication, some patients infected with Covid-19 have 

been found suffering from Guillain Barre Syndrome (GBS). In India, 

such cases have been reported since August. 

o A group of neurologists in Mumbai is now mapping these 

cases and their symptoms. So far, 24 cases have been added 

to the study. 

• S1: GBS is a very rare autoimmune disorder. The immune 

system, in an attempt to kill the coronavirus, accidentally starts 

attacking the peripheral nervous system 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/ 

150. Consider the following:  

1. Birds 

2. Dust blowing 

3. Rain 

4. Wind blowing 

Which of the above spread plant diseases? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Nematodes, snails, birds, and wild and domestic animals often help 

dissemination of plant diseases. 

• The spores of many parasitic fungi are disseminated by air 

currents from diseased to disease-free host Pathogens like, bacteria 

are often disseminated by splashing of raindrops, as in case of 

Citrus canker disease. 

• Soil and field operation also disseminate the diseases as they result 

in dust blowing. 

• Refer: http://www.biologydiscussion.com/plants/plant-

diseases/dissemination-of-plant-diseases-16-

mechanismsbotany/58671 

Source: UPSC CSE 2018 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-19-november-2020/
http://www.biologydiscussion.com/plants/plant-diseases/dissemination-of-plant-diseases-16-mechanismsbotany/58671
http://www.biologydiscussion.com/plants/plant-diseases/dissemination-of-plant-diseases-16-mechanismsbotany/58671
http://www.biologydiscussion.com/plants/plant-diseases/dissemination-of-plant-diseases-16-mechanismsbotany/58671
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 20th-Nov-2020 
 

151. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The Scheme is implemented in all the districts of the country in 

accordance with the provision of the National Food Security Act, 2013. 

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

3. It is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating 

women of 19 years of age or above for the first live birth. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana  (PMMVY) is a 

Maternity Benefit Programme that is implemented in all the 

districts of the country in accordance with the provision of the 

National Food Security Act, 2013. 

• S3: It is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and 

lactating women of 19 years of age or above for the first live birth. 

It provides a partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss 

during childbirth and childcare and to provide conditions for safe 

delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices.. 

• S2: It was introduced in 2017 and is implemented by the Ministry 

of Women and Child Development. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/rajasthan-govt-

launches-maternity-benefit-scheme-for-second-child/ 

152. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959 exempts 

several posts from disqualification on the grounds of ‘Office of Profit’. 

2. The above-mentioned Act was amended five times. 

3. The term ‘Office of Profit’ is well-defined in the Constitution of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/rajasthan-govt-launches-maternity-benefit-scheme-for-second-child/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/rajasthan-govt-launches-maternity-benefit-scheme-for-second-child/
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• If an MLA or an MP holds a government office and receives benefits 

from it, then that office is termed as an “office of profit”. 

• According to Articles 102(1)(a) and 191(1)(a) of Constitution, 

legislators (MP or MLA) can be barred from holding office of profit 

under Central Government or state government as it can put them 

in position to gain financial benefit. 

• The expression “office of profit” has not been defined in the 

Constitution or in the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

• The Supreme Court recently held that the Parliament (Prevention of 

Disqualification) Amendment Act, 2006 exempting 55 offices 

occupied by members of Parliament from disqualification was 

constitutionally valid. See 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Supreme-Court-

upholds-office-of-profit-law/article16876481.ece 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/article-102-1-and-

article-191-1-of-the-constitution/ 

153. Consider the following statements about the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT): 

1. The Chairperson of the NGT is a retired Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court. 

2. The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code 

of Civil Procedure (1908). 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• S1: The Chairperson of the NGT is a retired Chief Justice of a 

High Court or a judge of the Supreme Court of India, head 

quartered in New Delhi. 

• S2: The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under 

the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by 

principles of natural justice. 

• About NGT: 

o Established on 18th October, 2010 under the National 

Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

o Established for effective and expeditious disposal of cases 

relating to environmental protection and conservation of 

forests and other natural resources. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Supreme-Court-upholds-office-of-profit-law/article16876481.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Supreme-Court-upholds-office-of-profit-law/article16876481.ece
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/article-102-1-and-article-191-1-of-the-constitution/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/article-102-1-and-article-191-1-of-the-constitution/
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o New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal 

and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai shall be the other 

four places of sitting of the Tribunal. 

o The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down 

under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be 

guided by principles of natural justice. 

o NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or 

appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 

o With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third 

country in the world to set up a specialised 

environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New 

Zealand, and the first developing country to do so. 

• Composition: 

o Sanctioned strength: The act allows for up to 40 members 

(20 expert members and 20 judicial members). 

o Chairman: Is the administrative head of the tribunal, also 

serves as a judicial member and is required to be a 

serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a judge 

of the Supreme Court of India. 

• Selection: 

o Members are chosen by a selection committee (headed by a 

sitting judge of the Supreme Court of India) that reviews 

their applications and conducts interviews. 

o The Judicial members are chosen from applicants who are 

serving or retired judges of High Courts. 

o Expert members are chosen from applicants who are either 

serving or retired bureaucrats not below the rank of an 

Additional Secretary to the Government of India (not below 

the rank of Principal Secretary if serving under a state 

government) with a minimum administrative experience of 

five years in dealing with environmental matters. Or, the 

expert members must have a doctorate in a related field. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/supreme-court-gives-

ministry-a-deadline-for-appointment-of-expert-members-to-ngt/ 

154. Consider the following statements: 

1. Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) is an initiative of 

the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR). 

2. CDRI's initial focus is on developing disaster-resilience in ecological, 

social, and economic infrastructure. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/supreme-court-gives-ministry-a-deadline-for-appointment-of-expert-members-to-ngt/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/supreme-court-gives-ministry-a-deadline-for-appointment-of-expert-members-to-ngt/
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Launched by Modi in September 2019 at the UN Secretary-

General’s Climate Action Summit in New York, US. 

o CDRI was first proposed by Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi during the 2016 Asian Ministerial Conference on 

Disaster Risk Reduction held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi.  

o The CDRI was later conceptualised in the first and second 

edition of the International Workshop on Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure (IWDRI) in 2018-19, which were organized by 

the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) of 

India, in partnership with the UN Office for Disaster Risk 

Reduction (UNDRR), the UN Development Programme, the 

World Bank, and the Global Commission on Adaptation. 

• S2: CDRI's initial focus is on developing disaster-resilience in 

ecological, social, and economic infrastructure. It aims to 

achieve substantial changes in member countries' policy 

frameworks and future infrastructure investments, along with a 

major decrease in the economic losses suffered due to disasters. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/first-meeting-

between-india-and-luxembourg-in-20-years/ 

155. West Bank is situated to the: 

(a) West of Gaza 

(b) North of Haifa 

(c) South of Golan Heights 

(d) On lake Tiberius 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Where is West Bank? 

o It is a landlocked territory near the Mediterranean coast of 

Western Asia, bordered by Jordan to the east and by the 

Green Line separating it and Israel on the south, west and 

north. The West Bank also contains a significant section of 

the western Dead Sea shore. 

• What are the disputed settlements here? Who lives there? 

o The West Bank was captured by Jordan after the 1948 Arab-

Israeli War. 

o Israel snatched it back during the Six Day War of 1967, and 

has occupied it ever since. During this war, the country 

defeated the combined forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/first-meeting-between-india-and-luxembourg-in-20-years/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/first-meeting-between-india-and-luxembourg-in-20-years/
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o It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, 

and a similar number of smaller, informal settlements have 

mushroomed over the last 20-25 years. 

o Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers — many of them religious Zionists 

who claim a Biblical birthright over this land — now live 

here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians. 

o The territory is still a point of contention due to a large 

number of Palestinians who live there and hope to see the 

land become a part of their future state. 

o When Israel took control of the land in 1967 it allowed 

Jewish people to move in, but Palestinians consider the West 

Bank illegally occupied Palestinian land. 

•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/west-bank-and-

issues-associated-3/ 

156. With reference to Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), consider 

the following statements: 

1. It is an intergovernmental economic organisation with 37 member 

countries.  

2. The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a 

proposed agreement between the member states of the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) and its free trade agreement (FTA) 

partners. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: APEC: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/west-bank-and-issues-associated-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/west-bank-and-issues-associated-3/
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• It is a regional economic forum established in 1989 to leverage 

the growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. 

• Aim: to create greater prosperity for the people of the region by 

promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and secure 

growth and by accelerating regional economic integration. 

• Functions: 

o APEC works to help all residents of the Asia-Pacific 

participate in the growing economy. APEC projects provide 

digital skills training for rural communities and help 

indigenous women export their products abroad. 

o Recognizing the impacts of climate change, APEC members 

also implement initiatives to increase energy efficiency and 

promote sustainable management of forest and marine 

resources. 

o The forum adapts to allow members to deal with important 

new challenges to the region’s economic well-being. This 

includes ensuring disaster resilience, planning for 

pandemics, and addressing terrorism. 

• Members: 

o APEC’s 21 member economies are Australia; Brunei 

Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; 

Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; 

Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; 

The Philippines; The Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese 

Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; Viet Nam. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/asia-pacific-

economic-cooperation-apec-2/ 

157. Consider the following statements regarding Cord blood banking. 

1. Cord blood is the blood from the baby that is left in the umbilical cord 

and placenta after birth, which is a rich source of stem cells. 

2. Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) allows commercial stem 

cell banking. 

3. Stem cells in cord blood can be used to strengthen the immune 

system during cancer treatments. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2  

b) 1 and 3  

c) 2 and 3  

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/asia-pacific-economic-cooperation-apec-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/asia-pacific-economic-cooperation-apec-2/
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• Cord blood banking involves taking the umbilical cord blood, 

which is a rich source of stem cells, and preserving it for future 

use. 

• S2: Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) does not 

recommend commercial stem cell banking. It says so far there 

is no scientific basis for preservation of cord blood for future self 

use and this practice therefore raises ethical and social concerns. 

“Private storage of the cord blood is advisable when there is an 

elder child in the family with a condition treatable with these cells 

and the mother is expecting the next baby. 

• “Globally, cord blood banking is recommended as a source of 

hematopoietic stem cell (derived from bone marrow, peripheral 

blood, or umbilical cord blood) transplantation for haematological 

cancers and disorders where its use is recommended. For all other 

conditions, the use of cord blood as a source of stem cells is not 

yet established,” 

• Using the stem cells in cord blood to treat a disease has the 

following benefits compared with using those in bone marrow: 

o Stem cells from cord blood can be given to more people than 

those from bone marrow. More matches are possible when a 

cord blood transplant is used than when a bone marrow 

transplant is used. In addition, the stem cells in cord blood 

are less likely to cause rejectionthan those in bone marrow. 

o It is harder to collect bone marrow than it is to collect cord 

blood. Collecting bone marrow poses some risks and can be 

painful for the donor. 

o Cord blood can be frozen and stored. It is ready for anyone 

who needs it. Bone marrow must be used soon after it is 

collected. 

o Stem cells in cord blood can be used to strengthen the 

immune system during cancer treatments. Bone marrow 

stem cells do not have this capability. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/what-is-cord-blood-

banking/ 

158. The ‘Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge’ was launched by which of the 

following? 

(a) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(c) Ministry of Rural Development 

(d) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/what-is-cord-blood-banking/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/what-is-cord-blood-banking/
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• Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs (HUA) 

Ministry. 

• It is a challenge for 243 cities to switch over to mechanised 

cleaning of sewers and septic tanks by April 30, 2021. 

• It aims to ensure that no life of any sewer or septic tank cleaner is 

ever lost again owing to the issue of ‘hazardous’ cleaning. 

• The initiative was launched on the occasion of World Toilet Day 

(19th November). 

• Background:  

o The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and 

their Rehabilitation Act (2013) and various judgements of 

Hon’ble Supreme Court expressly prohibit hazardous 

cleaning, i.e. manual entry into a septic tank or sewer 

without protective gear and observing operating procedures. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/ 

159. Which one of the following country is not associated with the ‘Five Eyes’ 

intelligence alliance? 

(a) Australia 

(b) Canada 

(c) New Zealand 

(d) Russia 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Five Eyes: 

o It is an intelligence alliance comprising Australia, Canada, 

New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

o These countries are parties to the multilateral UKUSA 

Agreement, a treaty for joint cooperation in signals 

intelligence. 

• Origin: It began in 1946 when the United States and the United 

Kingdom agreed to an open exchange of intelligence on the 

communications of foreign nations. It was expanded when Canada 

joined the alliance in 1948, followed by Australia and New Zealand 

in 1956. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/ 

160. Which of the following best describes/describe the objectives of 

‘National Supercomputing Mission’ (NSM) of Government of India? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/
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1. To make India number one in supercomputing technology and to 

enhance India’s capability in solving grand challenge problems of 

national and global relevance 

2. To attain global competitiveness and ensure self-reliance in the 

strategic area of supercomputing technology 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The National Supercomputing Mission would be implemented 

and steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology 

(DST) and Department of Electronics and Information Technology 

(DeitY) at an estimated cost of Rs.4500 crore over a period of seven 

years. 

• Objective:  

o To make India one of the world leaders in Supercomputing 

and to enhance India’s capability in solving grand challenge 

problems of national and global relevance 

o To empower our scientists and researchers with state-of-the-

art supercomputing facilities and enable them to carry out 

cutting-edge research in their respective domains 

o To minimize redundancies and duplication of efforts, and 

optimize investments in supercomputing 

o To attain global competitiveness and ensure self-reliance in 

the strategic area of supercomputing technology 

• Application areas:  

o Climate Modelling 

o Weather Prediction 

o Aerospace Engineering including CFD, CSM, CEM 

o Computational Biology 

o Molecular Dynamics 

o Atomic Energy Simulations 

o National Security/ Defence Applications 

o Seismic Analysis 

o Disaster Simulations and Management 

o Computational Chemistry 

o Computational Material Science and Nanomaterials 

o Discoveries beyond Earth (Astrophysics) 

o Large Complex Systems Simulations and Cyber Physical 

Systems 

o Big Data Analytics 
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o Finance 

o Information repositories/ Government Information Systems 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/20/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-20-november-2020/ 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 21st-Nov-2020 
 

161. Consider the following statements: 

1. According to Election Commission, there are 250 registered parties in 

India. 

2. When a recognised political party splits, the Supreme Court takes the 

decision on assigning the party symbol. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1  nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: As per latest publication from Election Commission of India, 

the total number of parties registered was 2598, with 8 

national parties, 52 state parties and 2538 unrecognised 

parties. All registered parties contesting elections need to choose a 

symbol from a list of available symbols offered by the EC. 

• S2: When a recognised political party splits, the Election 

Commission takes the decision on assigning the symbol. For 

example, when the Samajwadi Party split, the EC allotted the 

‘bicycle’ to the Akhilesh Yadav faction. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/how-election-

commission-decides-on-party-symbols-2/ 

162. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding National 

Digital Health Mission? 

1. Under this scheme, Health ID will be given to every Indian. 

2. National Health Authority (NHA) has been authorized to implement 

the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/how-election-commission-decides-on-party-symbols-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/how-election-commission-decides-on-party-symbols-2/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

125 

   

• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India 

has formulated the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) with 

the aim to provide the necessary support for integration of digital 

health infrastructure in the country. This visionary initiative, 

stemming from the National Health Policy, 2017 intends to digitize 

healthcare in India. 

• S1: Under the Mission, every Indian will get a Health ID card 

that will store all medical details of the person including 

prescriptions, treatment, diagnostic reports and discharge 

summaries. 

• S2: National Health Authority (NHA) has been entrusted with the 

role of designing strategy, building technological infrastructure and 

implementation of “National Digital Health Mission” 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-is-the-national-

digital-health-mission-2/ 

163. Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had constituted an Internal 

Working Group (IWG) headed by Prasanna Kumar Mohanty to review the: 

(a) private lenders ownership norms 

(b) economic capital framework 

(c) non-performing assets 

(d) core banking solution 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had constituted an Internal 

Working Group (IWG) to review the extant ownership guidelines 

and corporate structure for private sector banks in India. 

• It was headed by Prasanna Kumar Mohanty, Director, Central 

Board of RBI. 

• The group’s terms of reference include reviewing eligibility criteria 

for applying for a banking licence and regulations relating to 

holding company structure. It will also suggest the manner of 

migrating all banks to a uniform regulation in the matter, including 

providing a transition path. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/private-sector-

banks-reforms/ 

164. Consider the following statements: 

1. The concept of deemed forest was introduced by Government of India 

through the National Forest Policy of 1988. 

2. The deemed forests comprise 10% of forest land in India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-is-the-national-digital-health-mission-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-is-the-national-digital-health-mission-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/private-sector-banks-reforms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/private-sector-banks-reforms/
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Deemed forests refer to land tracts that appear to be a “forest”, 

but have not been notified so by the government or in historical 

records. 

• S1: the concept of deemed forests has not been clearly defined 

in any law including the Forest Conservation Act of 1980, the 

Supreme Court in the case of T N Godavarman Thirumalpad 

(1996) accepted a wide definition of forests under the Act. 

o It said, the word ‘forest’ must be understood according to its 

dictionary meaning. 

o It covers all statutorily recognised forests, whether 

designated as reserved, protected or otherwise for the 

purpose of Section 2 (1) of the Forest Conservation Act. 

o It also includes any areas recorded as forest in the 

government record irrespective of the ownership. 

• Source: S2: The deemed forests comprise 1% of forest land in 

India.  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-are-deemed-

forests-and-why-karnataka-wants-to-declassify-some/ 

 

165. Consider the following statements about Inner Line Permit (ILP): 

1. The concept of ILP originates from the Bengal Eastern Frontier 

Regulation Act (BEFR), 1873. 

2. The ILP is issued by the by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document issued by 

the concerned state government to allow inward travel of an 

Indian citizen into a protected area for a limited period. 

• The concept originates from the Bengal Eastern Frontier 

Regulation Act (BEFR), 1873. 

• Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram are protected by the 

Inner Line, and lately Manipur was added. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/union-environment-ministry-to-challenge-uttarakhand-forest-notice/article30169940.ece
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-are-deemed-forests-and-why-karnataka-wants-to-declassify-some/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-are-deemed-forests-and-why-karnataka-wants-to-declassify-some/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/inner-line-permit-ilp-

3/ 

166. Consider the following pairs 

Famous place  River 

1. Alampur  Tungabhadra 

2. Hampi   Malaprabha 

3. Pandharpur  Chandrabhaga 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S2: Hampi is situated on the banks of the Tungabhadra River in 

the eastern part of central Karnataka. 

• S3: The Bhima River is a major river in Western India and South 

India. The river is also referred to as Chandrabhaga River, 

especially at Pandharpur, as it resembles the shape of the Moon. 

• S1: Alampur is a popular Hindu pilgrimage site in Shaktism 

and is also home to the Navabrahma Temples, a group of nine 

temples dedicated to Shiva built in the seventh and eighth century 

CE.  

o It is the meeting point of the rivers Tungabhadra and 

Krishna and is referred to as Dakshina Kasi and is also 

considered the western gateway to Srisailam.  

o It is surrounded by the Nallamala hills and is situated on the 

left bank of the Tungabhadra river 

• Tungabhadra Pushkaralu commenced on November 20: 

o The Tungabhadra Pushkaralu is a 12-day festival held in 

honour of the Tungabhadra river. 

o It is celebrated when Jupiter enters Capricorn (Makar rashi). 

o Its significance is very high as the once in 12-year event is 

considered auspicious and a dip in the holy river is believed 

to get rid of one’s sins. 

o Pushkaralu or Pushkaram is a religious festival dedicated to 

the worship of 12 major rivers that flow across the country. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/ 
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167. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is an international organization of 

national parliaments. 

2. As of 2020, the national parliaments of 54 countries are members of 

the IPU. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The IPU is the global organization of national parliaments. 

• Genesis: Began in 1889 as a small group of parliamentarians, 

dedicated to promoting peace through parliamentary diplomacy 

and dialogue. 

• S2: Initially, IPU membership was reserved for individual 

parliamentarians, but has since transformed to include the 

legislatures of sovereign states. As of 2020, the national 

parliaments of 179 countries are members of the IPU, while 13 

regional parliamentary assemblies are associate members. 

• Slogan is “For democracy. For everyone.” 

• It seeks to promote democratic governance, institutions and values, 

working with parliaments and parliamentarians to articulate and 

respond to the needs and aspirations of the people. 

• Financed primarily by Members out of public funds. 

• Headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/ 

168. Consider the following statements: 

1. Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) has three 

Satellites in geostationary and four satellites the geosynchronous 

orbits. 

2. IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. km beyond its borders. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/
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• S1: The space segment consists of the IRNSS constellation of eight 

satellites, NavIC. Three satellites are located in suitable orbital 

slots in the geostationary orbit and the remaining four are 

located in geosynchronous orbits with the required inclination 

and equatorial crossings in two different planes. 

• S2: IRNSS could replace the US-owned Global Positioning 

System (GPS) in the Indian Ocean extending up to approximately 

1500 km from the Indian boundary. 

• Australia to temporarily host ISRO satellite tracking facilities: 

o The space agencies of India and Australia are working 

together to position temporarily Indian tracking facilities in 

Australia. 

o These include earth observation and data analytics, robotics, 

and space life sciences. 

o This would support India’s planned human space flight 

programme. 

o India, Australia space cooperation is underpinned by a 

formal Memorandum of Understanding signed between the 

two countries in 2012. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/ 

169. Among the following, which one is the largest exporter of fish and 

fishery products in the world? 

(a) China 

(b) India 

(c) Denmark 

(d) USA 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• According to Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) report 

“The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2020”, China is 

the main exporter of fish and fish products. 

o Since 2002, China has been the world's largest exporter 

of fish and fishery products. In 2008 its exports reached 

USD 10.3 billion. 

• World Fisheries Day: 

o Celebrated on 21st November every year to demonstrate 

solidarity with all fisherfolk, fish farmers and concerned 

stakeholders throughout the world. 

o It started in 1997 where the “World Forum of Fish Harvesters 

& Fish Workers” met at New Delhi leading to the formation of 

the World Fisheries Forum with representatives from 18 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

130 

   

countries and signed a declaration advocating for a global 

mandate of sustainable fishing practices and policies. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-21-november-2020/ 

170. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Chapare hemorrhagic fever (CHHF) is caused by the same 

arenavirus family that is responsible for Ebola virus disease (EVD). 

2. The Chapare virus spreads only through direct contact with bodily 

fluids. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Chapare hemorrhagic fever (CHHF) is caused by the same 

arenavirus family that is responsible for illnesses such as the Ebola 

virus disease (EVD). 

o The virus is named Chapare after the province (in Bolivia) 

in which it was first observed. 

• S2: Scientists have pointed out that the Chapare virus is much more 

difficult to catch than the coronavirus as it is not transmissible via the 

respiratory route. Instead, Chapare spreads only through direct 

contact with bodily fluids. 

o The people who are particularly at risk of contracting the 

illness are healthcare workers and family members who 

come in close contact with infected people. 

o The disease is also known to be most commonly 

transmitted in more tropical regions, particularly in 

certain parts of South America where the small-eared pigmy 

rice rat is commonly found. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/21/what-is-the-chapare-

virus/ 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 23th-Nov-2020 
 

171. Recently, the Rajiv-Longowal accord was in news, is related to which of 

the following? 

(a) special status for Nagaland 

(b) partition of Panjab 

(c) return of the enemy property and assets 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Punjab accord, also known as the Rajiv-Longowal Accord, is an 

accord signed by Rajiv Gandhi and Harcharan Singh Longowal on 

24 July 1985. 

• The main provisions of the Punjab Accord were as given below :  

o Chandigarh would be transferred to Punjab. 

o A separate commission would be appointed to resolve the 

border dispute between Punjab and Haryana. 

o For more: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajiv%E2%80%93Longowal_A

ccord 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/why-punjabs-claim-

over-chandigarh-is-stronger-than-that-of-haryana/ 

172. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding monoclonal 

antibodies? 

1. They are laboratory-produced proteins. 

2. They are used to treat some types of cancer. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Monoclonal antibodies are laboratory-produced molecules 

engineered to serve as substitute antibodies that can restore, 

enhance or mimic the immune system's attack on cancer cells. 

• S2: Monoclonal antibodies are used to treat many diseases, 

including some types of cancer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajiv%E2%80%93Longowal_Accord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajiv%E2%80%93Longowal_Accord
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/why-punjabs-claim-over-chandigarh-is-stronger-than-that-of-haryana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/why-punjabs-claim-over-chandigarh-is-stronger-than-that-of-haryana/
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•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/experimental-drug-

given-to-trump-to-treat-covid-19-wins-fda-clearance/ 

173. Which of the following two countries are separated by the Durand Line? 

(a) India and Pakistan 

(b) Pakistan and Afghanistan 

(c) India and Afghanistan 

(d) Pakistan and Iran 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Durand Line, boundary established in the Hindu Kush in 1893 

running through the tribal lands between Afghanistan and British 

India, marking their respective spheres of influence; in modern 

times it has marked the border between Afghanistan and 

Pakistan. 

•  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/experimental-drug-given-to-trump-to-treat-covid-19-wins-fda-clearance/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/experimental-drug-given-to-trump-to-treat-covid-19-wins-fda-clearance/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/at-unsc-india-calls-

for-immediate-ceasefire-in-afghanistan/ 

174. With reference to the India’s Deep Ocean Mission (DOM), consider the 

following statements: 

1. The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the space 

exploration started by ISRO. 

2. One of the main aims of the mission is to explore and extract small 

potato-like rounded accretions composed of minerals. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the 

space exploration started by ISRO about 35 years ago. 

• The focus of the mission will be on deep-sea mining, ocean 

climate change advisory services, underwater vehicles and 

underwater robotics related technologies. 

• Two key projects planned in the ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ report 

include a desalination plant powered by tidal energy and a 

submersible vehicle that can explore depths of at least 6,000 

metres. 

• Significance: 

o The mission will give a boost to efforts to explore India’s vast 

Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf. 

o The plan will enable India to develop capabilities to exploit 

resources in the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB). 

• Potential: 

o India has been allotted 75,000 square kilometres in the 

Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by UN International Sea 

Bed Authority for exploration of poly-metallic nodules. 

o CIOB reserves contain deposits of metals like iron, 

manganese, nickel and cobalt. 

o It is envisaged that 10% of recovery of that large reserve 

can meet the energy requirement of India for the next 

100 years. 

• What are PMN? 

o Polymetallic nodules (also known as manganese nodules) 

are potato-shaped, largely porous nodules found in 

abundance carpeting the sea floor of world oceans in deep 

sea. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/at-unsc-india-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-afghanistan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/at-unsc-india-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-afghanistan/
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o Composition: Besides manganese and iron, they contain 

nickel, copper, cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmium, 

vanadium, titanium, of which nickel, cobalt and copper are 

considered to be of economic and strategic importance. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/india-set-to-launch-

deep-sea-mission/ 

175. Which of the following is/are the objectives of the Jason Continuity of 

Service (Jason-CS) mission? 

1. to measure the height of the ocean 

2. measurement of marine pollution 

3. estimation of fish population 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite is designed 

to monitor oceans. 

• It was recently launched from California aboard a SpaceX Falcon 

9 rocket. 

• This is a part of the next mission dedicated to measuring 

changes in the global sea level. 

• What is the mission?  

o The mission is called the Jason Continuity of Service 

(Jason-CS) mission. 

o It is designed to measure the height of the ocean, which is 

a key component in understanding how the Earth’s climate 

is changing. 

o It has been developed jointly by the European Space 

Agency (ESA), NASA, European Organisation for the 

Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (Eumetsat), the 

USA’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) and the EU, with contributions from France’s 

National Centre for Space Studies (CNES). 

• What will the satellite do? 

o Provide measurements of global sea-level rise. 

o Send pulses to the Earth’s surface and measure how long 

they take to return to it, which will help scientists measure 

the sea surface height. 

o Measure water vapour along this path and find its position 

using GPS and ground-based lasers. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/india-set-to-launch-deep-sea-mission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/india-set-to-launch-deep-sea-mission/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

135 

   

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/what-is-the-sentinel-

6-satellite-and-why-is-it-important/ 

176. Under the article 19 of the Constitution of India, which of the following 

rights are protected against only state action and not private individuals? 

1. Right to freedom of speech and expression. 

2. Right to assemble peaceably and without arms. 

3. Right to move freely throughout the territory of India. 

4. Right to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Article 19 guarantees to all citizens the six rights. These are: 

o Right to freedom of speech and expression. 

o Right to assemble peaceably and without arms. 

o Right to form associations or unions or co-operative societies. 

o Right to move freely throughout the territory of India. 

o Right to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India. 

o Right to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, 

trade or business. 

• These six rights are protected against only state action and not 

private individuals. Moreover, these rights are available only to the 

citizens and to shareholders of a company but not to foreigners or 

legal persons like companies or corporations, etc. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/keralas-new-118a-

law/ 

177. Consider the following statements about the Frontier Highway Project: 

1. It is a planned border highway in the Indian state of Manipur. 

2. It forms a quadrilateral connecting the four major states of Northeast 

India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: About the Frontier Highway Project: 

• It is also called as the Arunachal Frontier Highway and Mago-

Thingbu–Vijaynagar Border Highway. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/what-is-the-sentinel-6-satellite-and-why-is-it-important/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/what-is-the-sentinel-6-satellite-and-why-is-it-important/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/keralas-new-118a-law/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/keralas-new-118a-law/
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• The 2,000-kilometre-long road follows the McMahon Line. 

• It accompanies the Trans-Arunachal Highway (through the 

middle) and the Arunachal East-West Corridor (in the foothills 

along the Assam border) as major highways spanning Arunachal 

Pradesh, pursuing the Look East connectivity concept. 

• The highway will intersect with the proposed East-West Industrial 

Corridor Highway in the foothills of Arunachal Pradesh from 

Bhairabkunda, the tri-junction of Bhutan, Assam and Arunachal 

Pradesh to Ruksin in East Siang district. 

• The highway will cross the Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary, which may 

raise environmental issues. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-

project/ 

178. In which one of the following States is Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary 

located? 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Manipur 

(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Nagaland 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the eight wildlife 

sanctuaries of Arunachal Pradesh, India 

• It is located fully or partly within Dihang-Dibang Biosphere 

Reserve 

•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-

project/ 

179. SITMEX-20 is a trilateral naval exercise between India and which of the 

following nations? 

(a) USA and Japan 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-project/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-project/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-project/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/frontier-highway-project/
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(b) Japan and Australia 

(c) Thailand and Singapore 

(d) Singapore and Indonesia 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: SITMEX-20: 

• It is a trilateral naval exercise between India, Thailand and 

Singapore. 

• The latest edition was held in the Andaman sea. 

• The exercise was conducted as a ‘non-contact, at sea only’ exercise 

in view of COVID-19 pandemic. 

• It highlights growing synergy, coordination and cooperation in the 

maritime domain between the three friendly navies and maritime 

neighbours. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-23-november-2020/ 

180. Which of the following statements is / are correct regarding the 

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awaas Yojana? 

1. The Scheme was launched to address the housing gaps existing in the 

rural areas. 

2. It aims to provide gas cylinder to those living in kutcha houses. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Awas Diwas and Awas Week: 

o To commemorate the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Awaas 

Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G), which aims to provide “Housing 

for All” by 2022, it was decided to celebrate 20th November 

every year as “Awaas Diwas”. 

o The program envisages the completion of 2.95 crore PMAY-G 

houses with all basic amenities by the year 2022. 

• Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Gramin was launched to address 

the housing gaps existing in the rural areas.  

• PMAYG aims to provide pucca houses with basic facilities along 

with a hygienic kitchen to those living in kutcha houses.  

• The houses built under the PMAYG scheme, are low-cost and 

disaster-resilient. The minimum size of the houses built under the 

PMAYG scheme has been increased from 20 sq.mt to 25 sq.mt.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-november-2020/
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• The current unit assistance in plain areas is ₹ 1.20 Lakh and in 

hilly areas is ₹ 1.30 Lakh. The cost of assistance is shared by the 

Central and State governments at a ratio of 90:10 in the hilly areas 

and 60:40 in the plain areas.  

Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/23/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-23-november-2020/ 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 24th-Nov-2020 
 

181. With reference to criteria for name selection of tropical cyclones, 

consider the following statements: 

1. The proposed names are rotated every few years 

2. The maximum length of the name will be eight letters 

3. The name should be short and readily understood when broadcasted 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Worldwide there are six Regional Specialised Meteorological 

Centres (RSMCs) and five regional Tropical Cyclone Warning 

Centres (TCWCs) mandated for issuing advisories and naming of 

tropical cyclones. The tropical cyclones forming over different 

Ocean basins are named by the concerned RSMCs & TCWCs. 

• India Meteorological Department is one of the six RSMCs to 

provide tropical cyclone and storm surge advisories to 13 member 

countries under WMO/ESCAP Panel 

• Link: Criteria for name selection 

o The proposed name should be neutral to (a) politics and 

political figures (b) religious believes, (c) cultures and (d) 

gender Name should be chosen in such a way that it does 

not hurt the sentiments of any group of population over the 

globe 

o It should not be very rude and cruel in nature 

o S3: It should be short, easy to pronounce and should not 

be offensive to any member 

o S2: The maximum length of the name will be eight letters 

o The proposed name should be provided along with its 

pronunciation and voice over 

o S1: the names are not rotated every few years. It is 

believed that since the cyclones cause so much death, 

destruction and devastation, names are considered for 

retirement and hence is not used repeatedly. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/mindmap-stubble-

burning-and-air-pollution/ 

 

https://vikaspedia.in/energy/environment/know-your-environment/naming-of-tropical-cyclones
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/mindmap-stubble-burning-and-air-pollution/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/mindmap-stubble-burning-and-air-pollution/
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182. J&K’s Roshni Act was in news recently, is related to which of the 

following? 

(a) scholarships for girls 

(b) empowering women self-help groups 

(c) 24X7 power for all 

(d) transfer of ownership rights of land 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• About the Roshini Act: 

• Enacted in 2001, the law sought to regularise unauthorised land. 

• The Act envisaged the transfer of ownership rights of state land 

to its occupants, subject to the payment of a cost, as determined 

by the government. 

• The government said the revenue generated would be spent on 

commissioning hydroelectric power projects, hence the name 

“Roshni”. 

• Further, through amendments, the government also gave 

ownership rights of agricultural land to farmers occupying it 

for free, charging them only Rs 100 per kanal as documentation 

fee. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-is-jks-roshni-

act/ 

183. Consider the following statements: 

1. A current account surplus implies a higher outflow of forex than 

inflow. 

2. Currently, India suffers from an overall trade/current account deficit. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: here the directive word is not correct!! 

• S1: A surplus is not a good thing always, then? 

o A current account surplus implies a higher inflow of forex 

than outflow. 

o It helps with an increase in reserves which is critical for 

maintaining financial and external sector stability. 

o However, in the current situation, an improvement in our 

current account is coming from lower levels of imports which 

coincides with muted domestic demand. This makes it 

important to view such an uptick as a sign of potential 

weakness and undertake supportive policy measures. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-is-jks-roshni-act/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-is-jks-roshni-act/
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• S2: India may record a current account surplus in FY21. This is 

because there is moderation in import due to under heating of the 

economy triggered by the Covid-19 crisis. 

 
 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/current-account-

surplus-likely/ 

 

184. The 'Swiss Challenge Method' was in news recently, is associated with 

which of the following? 

(a) Improving water storage and water quality 

(b) Water pollution abatement 

(c) New method of strengthening public-private partnership 

(d) New form of public procurement 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• The 'Swiss Challenge Method' is a relatively new form of public 

procurement, wherein a government invites bids for a public 

project, and then publishes the bid, before inviting competing 

counter proposals to either match or improve the initial proposal. 

• How different is it from the public-private partnership (PPP)? 

o This method can be applied to projects that are taken up on 

a PPP basis but can also be used to supplement PPP in 

sectors that are not covered under the PPP framework. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-are-

desalination-plants/ 

185. Consider the following statements about Venus (planet in our solar 

system): 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/current-account-surplus-likely/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/current-account-surplus-likely/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-are-desalination-plants/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/what-are-desalination-plants/
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1. It is the second closest planet to the sun 

2. It is a terrestrial planet 

3. It has no moons and no rings 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

short-listed 20 space-based experiment proposals for its proposed Venus 

orbiter mission ‘Shukrayaan’. 

• S1: Venus is the second planet from the Sun. As the second-

brightest natural object in Earth's night sky after the Moon, Venus 

can cast shadows and can be, on rare occasion, visible to the 

naked eye in broad daylight. 

• S2: Venus is a terrestrial planet and is sometimes called Earth's 

"sister planet" because of their similar size, mass, proximity to the 

Sun, and bulk composition. 

• S3: Venus does not have any moons, a distinction it shares only 

with Mercury among the planets in the Solar System. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/isros-shukrayaan/ 

186. Chang’e-5 probe is an unmanned spacecraft was in news recently, is 

associated with which of the following space mission? 

(a) International Space Station 

(b) Lunar exploration 

(c) Beidou navigation system 

(d) Deep Space Tracking Network 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About the Chang’e-5 probe: 

• The probe is named after the mythical Chinese moon goddess. 

• The rocket is comprised of four parts: an orbiter, a returner, an 

ascender and a lander. 

• The objective of the mission is to bring back lunar rocks, the first 

attempt by any nation to retrieve samples from the moon in 

four decades. 

• If successful, China will be only the third country to have 

retrieved samples from the moon, following the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union in the 1960s and 1970s. 

• This will help scientists learn about the moon’s origins, 

formation and volcanic activity on its surface. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/change-5-probe/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/isros-shukrayaan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/change-5-probe/
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187. In which of the following country is Sakteng Wildlife sanctuary located? 

(a) Nepal 

(b) Bhutan 

(c) China 

(d) India 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• In July this year, Beijing said Sakteng Wildlife sanctuary, 

situated in eastern Bhutan, belonged to China. 

• The claim was made at the 58th meeting of the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF) Council where China tried to “oppose” 

funding to a project for the Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary situated in 

Bhutan saying that it was “disputed” territory. 

•  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/pangda-village/ 

188. The National Crisis Management Committee(NCMC) is headed by: 

(a) Home Secretary 

(b) Prime Minister 

(c) Home Minister 

(d) Cabinet Secretary 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• National Crisis Management Committee(NCMC): 

• For effective implementation of relief measures in the wake of 

natural calamities, the Government of India has set up a National 

Crisis Management Committee. 

• Cabinet Secretary is it’s Chairman. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/pangda-village/
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• Other members: Secretaries of all the concerned Ministries 

/Departments as well as organizations are the members of the 

Committee. 

• The NCMC gives direction to the Crisis Management Group as 

deemed necessary. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-24-november-2020/ 

189. Consider the following pairs 

International agreement/setup         Subject 

1. Osaka Track    Climate change  

2. Alma Ata declaration                        Healthcare of the people 

3. Hague convention                             Biological and Chemical Weapons 

Which of the pairs above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1 only 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S3: The Hague Convention protects children and their families 

against the risks of illegal, irregular, premature or ill-prepared 

adoptions abroad. 

• S2: It expressed the need for urgent action by all governments, all 

health and development workers, and the world community to 

protect and promote the health of all people. It was the first 

international declaration underlining the importance of 

primary health care. 

• S1: The Osaka Track relates to finalizing international rules for 

trade-related aspects of electronic commerce at the WTO. It 

aims at drafting rules on data flows, removal of prohibitions on 

data localization, and cloud computing among others. 

• 15th G20 Summit: 

• Convened by Saudi Arabia in a virtual format. 

• The Summit would culminate in the adoption of the Leaders’ 

Declaration and with Saudi Arabia passing on the Presidency to 

Italy. 

• It was also announced that India will host the summit in 2023 

— a year later than what was decided earlier. 

• India was earlier slated to host the summit in 2022 with the 

Osaka declaration of the G20 stating last year that “we look 
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forward to meeting again in Saudi Arabia in 2020, in Italy in 

2021 and in India in 2022”. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-24-november-2020/ 

190. In which one of the following groups are all the four countries members 

of G20 ? 

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey 

(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand 

(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam 

(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The G20 comprises 19 countries and the European Union. The 19 

countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 

Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 

Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United 

Kingdom and the United States 

•  

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/24/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-24-november-2020/ 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 25th-Nov-2020 
 

191. Lachit Borphukan was a commander in the Ahom kingdom, is famously 

remembered for? 

(a) The battle of Saragarhi 

(b) The battle of Saraighat 

(c) The battle of Haldighati 

(d) The battle of Chausa 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Who was Lachit Borphukan? 

• He was a commander in the Ahom kingdom. 

• Known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat that 

thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal forces under the 

command of Ramsingh I to take over Ahom kingdom. 

• The battle of Saraighat was fought on the banks of the 

Brahmaputra in Guwahati. 

• The National Defence Academy (NDA), ever since 1999 has been 

conferring the best passing out cadet with the Lachit Borphukan 

gold medal. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/lachit-borphukan/ 

192. Consider the following statements: 

1. La Nina is an abnormal cooling of eastern and central regions of the 

Indian Ocean surface waters. 

2. La Nina conditions have a negative impact on rainfall associated with 

the Northeast monsoon. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• What is La Nina? 

o La Niña (Spanish for ‘little girl’) is an abnormal cooling of 

eastern and central regions of the Pacific Ocean surface 

waters. 

o Together, the El Niño and La Niña phenomena are termed as 

El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 

o These are large-scale ocean phenomena which inflence the 

global weather — winds, temperature and rainfall. 

o They have the ability to trigger extreme weather events like 

droughts, floods, hot and cold conditions, globally. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/lachit-borphukan/
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o Each cycle can last anywhere between 9 to 12 months, at 

times extendable to 18 months — and re-occur after every 

three to five years. 

• What is the Northeast monsoon? 

o Occurs during October to December, and is a small-scale 

monsoon compared to South- West Monsoon. 

o It is confined to the Southern peninsula. 

o The rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon is 

important for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Yanam, 

coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, north interior Karnataka, 

Mahe and Lakshadweep. 

o Some South Asian countries such as Maldives, Sri Lanka 

and Myanmar, too, record rainfall during October to 

December. 

• But how is La Niña linked with the Northeast monsoon? 

o While La Niña conditions enhance the rainfall associated 

with the Southwest monsoon, it has a negative impact on 

rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon. 

o During La Niña years, the synoptic systems — low pressure 

or cyclones — formed in the Bay of Bengal remain 

significantly to the north of their normal position. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/why-has-the-

northeast-monsoon-remained-subdued-this-year/ 

193. Which Article of the Constitution of India safeguards one’s right to 

marry the person of one’s choice? 

(a) Article 19 

(b) Article 21 

(c) Article 25 

(d) Article 29 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• “The right to marry a person of one’s choice is integral to 

Article 21 (right to life and liberty) of the Constitution”, the 

Supreme Court had recently set aside a 2017 order of the Kerala 

High Court which annulled the marriage of Kerala Muslim convert 

girl Hadiya and Shefin Jahan. 

• U.P. Unlawful Religious Conversion Prohibition Ordinance, 2020: 

o The law has come under sharp criticism from several legal 

scholars who had contended that the concept of ‘love jihad’ 

did not have any constitutional or legal basis. 

o They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution 

which guarantees individuals the right to marry a person 

of one’s choice. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/why-has-the-northeast-monsoon-remained-subdued-this-year/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/why-has-the-northeast-monsoon-remained-subdued-this-year/
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o Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice 

and conversion of religion of one’s choice including not 

following any religion, are also guaranteed. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/u-p-unlawful-

religious-conversion-prohibition-ordinance-2020/ 

194. Consider the following statements about POSHAN Abhiyaan: 

1. It is a flagship programme of the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. 

2. The programme seeks to improve nutritional outcomes for children, 

pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: About Poshan Abhiyaan: 

• POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) is a flagship 

programme of the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(MWCD), Government of India,  

• The programme seeks to improve nutritional outcomes for children, 

pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

• Launched in 2018 with specific targets to be achieved by 2022. 

• It aims to reduce: 

o Stunting and wasting by 2% a year (total 6% until 2022) 

among children. 

o Anaemia by 3% a year (total 9%) among children, adolescent 

girls and pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

o The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among 

children in the age group 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 

2022. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/poshan-abhiyaan/ 

195. Consider the following statements: 

1. A bond’s price moves directly with its yield or interest rate 

2. The higher a bond's coupon rate, or interest payment, the higher its 

yield 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/u-p-unlawful-religious-conversion-prohibition-ordinance-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/u-p-unlawful-religious-conversion-prohibition-ordinance-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/poshan-abhiyaan/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

149 

   

Explanation: Relationship between Bond Price and Yield: 

• A bond’s price moves inversely with its yield or interest rate; 

the higher the price of a bond, the lower the yield. 

• The reason for the inverse relationship between price and yield is 

due, in part, to bonds being fixed-rate investments. 

• Investors might sell their bonds if it’s expected that interest rates 

will rise in the coming months and opt for the higher-rate bonds 

later on. 

• Conversely, bond investors might buy bonds, driving the prices 

higher, if they believe interest rates will fall in the future because 

existing fixed-rate bonds will have a higher rate or yield. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/what-are-negative-

yield-bonds/ 

196. Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 was in news 

recently, which gives the Central government the power to: 

(a) designate an individual as terrorist 

(b) designate organizations as terrorist organizations 

(c) conduct an enquiry of digital threats 

(d) block public access to any information online  

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Govt. bans 43 more apps citing threat to security: 

• The government has blocked 43 more mobile apps, including major 

Chinese ones such as AliSuppliers, AliExpress, Alipay Cashier, 

CamCard and DingTalk, citing threat to national security, integrity 

and sovereignty. 

• The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) issued an order under Section 69A of the Information 

Technology Act blocking access to 43 mobile apps. 

• Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, was 

introduced by an amendment to the Act in 2008. It gives the 

Central government the power to block public access to any 

information online — whether on websites or mobile apps. 

• Under Section 69A, if a website threatens India’s defence, its 

sovereignty and integrity, friendly relations with foreign countries 

and public order, the government can ban it, after following due 

procedure. 

• The detailed procedures to do so are listed under the Information 

Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking Access of 

Information by Public) Rules, 2009. Apart from this, a court may 

also issue directions for blocking information online. The 

Department of Telecommunications, too, can issue blocking orders 

to internet service providers, to enforce licensing conditions 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/what-are-negative-yield-bonds/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/what-are-negative-yield-bonds/
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Refer: facts for 

prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/ 

 

197. With reference to South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC), consider the following statements: 

1. It is the regional intergovernmental organization  

2. It comprises 10% of the world's area 

3. Its secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

is the regional intergovernmental organization and geopolitical 

union of states in South Asia.  

• Its member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  

• The SAARC comprises 3% of the world's area, 21% of the world's 

population and 4.21% of the global economy, as of 2019. 

• The SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. 

• Its secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

• The organization promotes development of economic and regional 

integration.It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006. 

• The SAARC maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the 

United Nations as an observer and has developed links with 

multilateral entities, including the European Union. 

• South Asian University: 

o Established in 2010, it is an international university, located 

in India. 

o It is sponsored by the eight Member States of the South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

o Degrees and Certificates awarded by the SAU are at par with 

the respective Degrees and Certificates awarded by the 

National Universities/ Institutions. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
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198. Consider the following statements about Sir Chhotu Ram: 

1. He was a co-founder of the National Unionist Party. 

2. He championed the interest of oppressed communities of South Africa. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Sir Chhotu Ram: 

• Born in 1881, he was a prominent politician in British India’s 

Punjab Province. 

• He championed the interest of oppressed communities of the 

Indian subcontinent. For this feat, he was knighted in 1937. 

• He was a co-founder of the National Unionist Party. 

• The enactment of two agrarian laws was primarily due to his 

contribution- the Punjab Relief Indebtedness Act of 1934 and the 

Punjab Debtor’s Protection Act of 1936, which emancipated the 

peasants from the clutches of the moneylenders and restored the 

right of land to the tiller. 

 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/ 

199. Consider the following statements about  National Cooperative 

Development Corporation (NCDC): 

1. It is a statutory corporation 

2. It is a major financial institution for cooperatives 

3. It is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: About NCDC: 

• It is a statutory corporation set up under the National 

Cooperative Development Corporation Act, 1962. 

• The objectives of NCDC are planning and promoting programmes 

for production, processing, marketing, storage, export and import 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
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of agricultural produce, foodstuffs, industrial goods, and livestock 

and certain other notified commodities and services on cooperative 

principles. 

• NCDC is a major financial institution for cooperatives, and has 

started Mission Sahakar 22, which aims to double farmers’ 

income by 2022. 

• Sahakar Pragya: 

o With an aim to help primary cooperative societies play bigger 

roles in AtmaNirbhar Bharat, the Government has launched 

Sahakar Pragya, an innovative capacity building initiative for 

the farmers associated with such entities in the country. 

o Under this, farmers in primary cooperatives in rural areas of 

the country would be trained under Sahakar Pragya by the 

National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), an 

autonomous body under the Ministry. 

o Under Sahakar Pragya, forty five training modules for 

transferring knowledge, skills and organisational capacities 

have been prepared. 

Refer: facts for 

prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/ 

200. The economic cost of food grains to the Food Corporation of India is 

Minimum Support Price and bonus (if any) paid to the farmers plus 

(a) transportation cost only 

(b) interest cost only 

(c) procurement incidentals and distribution cost 

(d) procurement incidentals and charges for godowns 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation:  

• The economic cost of food grains procured by the FCI is a total of 

MSP and bonus (if any) paid to the farmers plus the procurement 

incidentals and distribution cost. See 

https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/es2004-

05/chapt2005/chap513.pdf 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 

 
 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-november-2020/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 26th-Nov-2020 
 

201. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its members. 

2. Whenever the Lok Sabha is dissolved the speaker shall vacate his/her 

office immediately. 

3. Within the House, the Speaker is the final interpreter of the provisions 

of the Constitution of India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its 

members (as soon as may be, after its first sitting). 

• S2: whenever the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Speaker does not 

vacate his office and continues till the newly-elected Lok Sabha 

meets. 

• S3: He is the final interpreter of the provisions of (a) the 

Constitution of India, (b) the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business of Lok Sabha, and (c) the parliamentary precedents, 

within the House. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/speaker-of-the-lok-

sabha-2/ 

202. With reference to the funds under Member of Parliament Local Area 

Development (MPLADS) Scheme, which of the following statements are 

correct? 

1. MPLADS funds must be used to create durable assets like physical 

infrastructure for health, education etc. 

2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund must benefit SC/ST populations. 

3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on an annual basis and the unused 

funds cannot be carried forward to the next year. 

4. The district authority must inspect at least 10% of all works under 

implementation. 

Select the correct answer using the given code below- 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2  and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Ans: (d) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/speaker-of-the-lok-sabha-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/speaker-of-the-lok-sabha-2/
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Explanation: 

• S1: It seeks to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliament 

to recommend works of developmental nature for creation of 

durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities 

including community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs. 

• S2: MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 

per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for the year for areas 

inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for 

areas inhabited by S.T. population. 

• S3: Funds can be carried forward. Funds released to the District 

Authority by the Government of India are therefore non-lapsable. 

Funds left in the district can be carried forward for utilization in 

the subsequent years. Further, the funds not released by the 

Government of India in a year will be carried forward for making 

releases in the subsequent years 

• S4: The District Authority would be responsible for overall 

coordination and supervision of the works under the scheme at the 

district level and inspect at least 10% of the works under 

implementation every year. The District Authority should involve 

the MPs in the inspections of projects to the extent feasible. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/centre-within-its-

rights-to-suspend-mplads-says-bombay-high-court/ 

203. With reference to the Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is an act of Parliament of India. 

2. Its execution rests entirely on the discretion of the State government. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: About ESMA, 1968: 

• The Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA) is an act of 

Parliament of India. 

• Objective: It was established to ensure the delivery of certain 

services, which if obstructed would affect the normal life of the 

people. 

• These include services like public transport (bus services), health 

services (doctors and hospitals). 

• ESMA gives police right to arrest without a warrant anybody 

violating the Act’s provisions. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/centre-within-its-rights-to-suspend-mplads-says-bombay-high-court/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/centre-within-its-rights-to-suspend-mplads-says-bombay-high-court/
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• Implementation: 

o The ESMA is a law made by the Parliament of India under 

List No. 33 in Concurrent List of 7th Schedule of 

Constitution of India. 

o Although it is a very powerful law, its execution rests 

entirely on the discretion of the State government. Each 

state in the union of India, hence has a separate state 

Essential Services Maintenance Act with slight variations 

from the central law in its provisions. This freedom is 

accorded by the central law itself. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/essential-services-

maintenance-act/ 

204. Consider the following statements with reference to Mega Food Park 

Scheme: 

1. Zoram Mega Food Park is the first Mega Food Park operationalized in 

the state of Madhya Pradesh. 

2. This scheme is now a component of the new Central Sector Umbrella 

Scheme– Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY). 

3. It aims at providing modern infrastructure facilities for food 

processing along the value chain from farm to market. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Zoram Mega food park launched in Mizoram, to benefit 

25,000 farmers and create 5,000 jobs. This is the first Mega Food 

Park operationalized in the state of Mizoram.  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/21/mega-food-park/ 

• Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing Mega Food 

Park Scheme (MFPS) to create modern infrastructure for the food 

processing industries since 2008.  

• S2: This scheme is now a component of the new Central Sector 

Umbrella Scheme– Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana 

(PMKSY). The Mega Food Park Scheme (MFPS) aims at providing 

modern infrastructure facilities for food processing along the value 

chain from farm to market.  

• S3: The primary objective of the MFPS is to provide modern 

infrastructure facilities for the food processing along the value 

chain from the farm to the market. It will include creation of 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/essential-services-maintenance-act/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/essential-services-maintenance-act/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/21/mega-food-park/
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processing infrastructure near the farm, transportation, logistics 

and centralized processing centres. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/mega-food-park-2/ 

205. Which Article of the Constitution of India safeguards one’s right to 

access Internet? 

(a) Article 19 

(b) Article 22 

(c) Article 25 

(d) Article 29 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• The J&K administration had extended the ban on 3G-4G mobile 

internet excluding two districts of Ganderbal and Udhampur. 

• Recently, the Standing Committee on Information and Technology 

met to discuss on the issue. 

• What’s the issue? 

o The main question that the committee posed was about the 

status of the Internet shutdown. 

o As per the Supreme Court judgment in the Anuradha 

Bhasin case, Internet services cannot be suspended 

indefinitely. 

o Following the orders, the Central government amended the 

Telecom Suspension Rules 2017 to insert Rule 2A, which 

specifies that an Internet shutdown order can remain in 

operation for a maximum period of 15 days. 

• Supreme Court’s verdict: 

o The Court said that all restrictive orders under Section 144 

of CrPC and suspension of internet services in Jammu 

and Kashmir have to be reviewed by the administration. 

o The Court also laid down a framework of how the Internet 

can be suspended, and what rights and legal recourses a 

citizen has when it is suspended. 

• Observations made by the Court: 

o On internet restrictions: 

▪ Right to internet is a fundamental right (subject to 

reasonable restrictions) included in the freedom of 

expression under Article 19 of the Indian 

Constitution. 

▪ Restrictions on fundamental rights could not be in 

exercise of arbitrary powers. These freedoms could 

only be restricted as a last resort if “relevant factors” 

have been considered and no other options are there. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/mega-food-park-2/
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▪ Suspension of internet services indefinitely is also a 

violation of telecom rules. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/row-over-jk-net-ban-

at-house-panel-meet/ 

206. Consider the following activities : 

1. Spraying pesticides on a crop field 

2. Inspecting the craters of an active volcano 

3. Collecting breath samples from spouting whales for DNA analysis 

At the present level of technology, which of the above activities can be 

successfully carried out using drones? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: This is widely used in developed countries to save manpower. 

• S2:  Drones can go where volcanologists can’t, e.g. craters of 

volcanoes, giving researchers access to potentially life-saving data. 

See https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/10/UPSC-prelims-questions-paper-2020-

GS-paper-1.pdf 

• S3: See recent article on this: 

https://www.theverge.com/2017/10/13/16468698/drone-

humpback-whale-microbiome-health-conservation 

• Scientists flew a small drone over the blowhole of a few humpback 

whales in the US and Canada to collect the microbes living inside 

their breath. Sampling the community of microbes and bacteria 

living inside whales, called the microbiome, can help us better 

understand what makes a healthy whale, and what happens when 

a whale gets sick. 

• MQ-9B Sea Guardian unarmed drones: 

o The Indian Navy has inducted two MQ-9B Sea Guardian 

unarmed drones procured from the U.S. on lease. 

o The drone has a maximum endurance of 40 hours and a 

maximum flying altitude of 40,000 feet. 

o It has a 3600 maritime surveillance radar and an optional 

multimode maritime surface search radar. 

• Background: 

o The recently released Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 

2020 has introduced an option for leasing military platforms. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/row-over-jk-net-ban-at-house-panel-meet/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/row-over-jk-net-ban-at-house-panel-meet/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UPSC-prelims-questions-paper-2020-GS-paper-1.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UPSC-prelims-questions-paper-2020-GS-paper-1.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UPSC-prelims-questions-paper-2020-GS-paper-1.pdf
https://www.theverge.com/2017/10/13/16468698/drone-humpback-whale-microbiome-health-conservation
https://www.theverge.com/2017/10/13/16468698/drone-humpback-whale-microbiome-health-conservation
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Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/ 

207. Which one of the following objectives is not embodied in the Preamble to 

the Constitution of India? 

(a) Liberty of thought 

(b) Economic liberty 

(c) Liberty of expression 

(d) Liberty of belief 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Constitution day which is also known as the Samvidhan Divas is 

celebrated every year on November 26 to mark the day on which 

the Constitution of India was adopted. While the adoption of 

the Constitution took place on November 26, 1949, it came 

into effect on January 26, 1950. 

•  

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/ 

208. The preamble to the constitution of India is 

(a) A part of the constitution but has no legal effect 

(b) Not a part of the constitution and has no legal effect either 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/26/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-26-november-2020/
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(c) A part of the constitution and has the same legal effect as any other 

part 

(d) A part of the constitution but has no legal effect independently of 

other part. 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• It is a part of the Constitution as declared by the SC. It certaintly 

does not have a legal effect independently since it cannot be 

enforced in a court of law. 

• Although not enforceable in court on its own (option C is wrong), 

the Preamble states the objects of the Constitution, and acts as an 

aid during the interpretation of Articles when language is found 

ambiguous. Therefore, it begets some kind of legal effect when read 

along with the constitution, not independent from it. Option D is 

more appropriate. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 

209. Consider the following statements: 

1. In the election for Lok Sabha or State Assembly, the winning 

candidate must get at least 50 percent of the votes polled, to be 

declared elected. 

2. According to the provisions laid down in the Constitution of India, in 

Lok Sabha, the Speaker’s post goes to the majority party and the 

Deputy Speaker’s to the Opposition. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: We follow the First past the post system, where majority of 

votes is sufficient to get elected, even if it is less than 50% of the 

total votes polled. 

• S2:  Speaker and Deputy speaker are elected by the house. This is 

a convention (not constitutional provision) that usually Speaker’s 

post goes to the majority party and the Deputy Speaker’s to the 

Opposition. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2017 

210. Which one of the following National Parks has a climate that varies from 

tropical to subtropical, temperate and arctic? 

a) Khangchendzonga National park 

b) Nandadevi National Park 
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c) Neora Valley National Park 

d) Namdapha National park 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• There is some dispute about the answer. Some claim it to be A or B 

which are not correct. Both Khangchendzonga and Nandadevi 

National park do not have tropical vegetation. 

• Namdapha National Park is the largest protected area in the 

Eastern Himalaya biodiversity hotspot and is located in 

Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India. 

The area is also known for extensive Dipterocarp forests, 

comprising the northwestern parts of the ecoregion of Mizoram-

Manipur-Kachin rain forests. 

• The habitat changes with increasing altitude from tropical moist 

forests to Montane forests, temperate forests and at the higher 

elevations, to Alpine meadows and perennial snow. The park has 

extensive bamboo forests and secondary forests in addition to the 

primary forests. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2015 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 27th-Nov-2020 

 

211. Consider the following statements with reference to pardoning power of 

the President of India: 

1. The pardoning power of the President is independent of the Judiciary. 

2. While exercising this power, President of India sit as a court of appeal. 

3. The President can pardon death sentence while governor cannot. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Article 72 of the Constitution empowers the President to grant 

pardons to persons who have been tried and convicted of any 

offence in all cases where the:  

o Punishment or sentence is for an offence against a Union 

Law;  

o Punishment or sentence is by a court martial (military court); 

and  

o Sentence is a sentence of death.  
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• S1 and S2: The pardoning power of the President is 

independent of the Judiciary; it is an executive power. But, the 

President while exercising this power, does not sit as a court 

of appeal.  

• The object of conferring this power on the President is two-fold: (a) 

to keep the door open for correcting any judicial errors in the 

operation of law; and, (b) to afford relief from a sentence, which the 

President regards as unduly harsh. 

• S3: The President can pardon death sentence while governor 

cannot. Even if a state law prescribes death sentence, the power to 

grant pardon lies with the President and not the governor. 

However, the governor can suspend, remit or commute a death 

sentence 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/presidents-powers-

to-pardon-in-us-india/ 

212. With reference to Election Commission of India's Model Code of 

Conduct, consider the following statements: 

1. The government bodies are not to participate in any recruitment 

process during the electoral process. 

2. The election code in force hinders the ruling party leaders from 

launching new welfare programs. 

3. The candidates and political parties must inform the local police for 

distributing liquor on polling day and during the forty eight hours 

preceding it. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: The main points of the code of conduct (link) are:  

• S1: The government may not lay any new ground for projects or 

public initiatives once the Model Code of Conduct comes into force. 

• S2: Government bodies are not to participate in any recruitment 

process during the electoral process. 

• The election campaign rallies and road shows must not hinder the 

road traffic. 

• S3: Candidates are asked to refrain from distributing liquor to 

voters. It is a widely known fact in India that during election 

campaigning, liquor may be distributed to the voters. 

• Rest you can find it here: https://eci.gov.in/mcc/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/presidents-powers-to-pardon-in-us-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/presidents-powers-to-pardon-in-us-india/
https://eci.gov.in/mcc/
https://eci.gov.in/mcc/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/one-nation-one-

election-2/ 

213. The 3rd Global RE-INVEST 2020 was in news recently, is organized by 

which of the following? 

(a) Ministry of Finance 

(b) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

(c) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(d) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• 3rd Global Renewable Energy Investment Meeting and Expo 

(RE-Invest 2020) was inaugurated recently. 

• The summit is organised by the Ministry of New and Renewable 

Energy. 

• The theme for 2020 is ‘Innovations for Sustainable Energy 

Transition’. 

• How is India performing on this front? 

o India’s renewable power capacity is the 4th largest in the 

world and is growing at the fastest speed among all major 

countries. 

o The renewable energy capacity in India is currently 136 

Giga Watts, which is about 36% of our total capacity. 

o India’s annual renewable energy capacity addition has been 

exceeding that of coal based thermal power since 2017. 

o In the last 6 years, India has increased installed 

renewable energy capacity by two and half times. 

• Overall, India has shown to the world that investing in renewable 

energy early on even when it was not affordable has helped in 

achieving the scale, which is bringing costs down. Sound 

environmental policies can also be sound economics. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/global-renewable-

energy-investment-meeting-and-expo/ 

214. Over the past couple of nights, the waves breaking at the shores of 

Juhu Beach (Mumbai) have been shimmering in a shade of electric blue 

due to which of the following? 

(a) Doppler Dynamics 

(b) Coriolis Effects 

(c) Bioluminescence 

(d) Raman scattering 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/one-nation-one-election-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/one-nation-one-election-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/global-renewable-energy-investment-meeting-and-expo/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/global-renewable-energy-investment-meeting-and-expo/
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• The tide producing a fluorescent blue hue, popularly known as 

bioluminescence, recently made an appearance at Mumbai’s Juhu 

Beach and Devgad Beach in Sindhudurg, along Maharashtra’s 

coastline. 

• Background: 

o Bioluminescence has been an annual occurrence along the 

west coast since 2016, especially during the months of 

November and December. 

• Why is it caused? 

o The spectacle occurs when phytoplankton (microscopic 

marine plants), commonly known as dinoflagellates, 

produce light through chemical reactions in proteins. Waves 

disturb these unicellular microorganisms and makes 

them release blue light. 

o Main factors for its occurrence could be eutrophication – the 

reduction of oxygen in the water – which makes the 

phytoplanktons very dominant. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/what-is-the-

beautiful-blue-tide-spotted-along-mumbai-coastline/ 

215. With reference to Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks. 

2. It includes nationwide online tracking system by integrating police 

stations across the country. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC): 

• Context: 

• The Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre 

(IMAC) will soon become a National Maritime Domain Awareness 

(NDMA) centre, with all stakeholders having their presence there. 

• About IMAC: 

o It is the nodal agency for maritime data fusion. 

o It was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks. 

o Approved by the Defence Acquisition Council in 2012. 

o Became operational in 2014 and is located in Gurugram. 

• It is the nodal centre of the National Command Control 

Communication and Intelligence System (NC3I), which was 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/what-is-the-beautiful-blue-tide-spotted-along-mumbai-coastline/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/what-is-the-beautiful-blue-tide-spotted-along-mumbai-coastline/
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established to link the operational centres and lower echelons of 

the Navy and the Coast Guard spread across the country’s 

coastline, including the island territories. 

• The IMAC tracks vessels on the high seas and gets data from the 

coastal radars, white shipping agreements, Automatic 

Identification Systems (AIS) transponders fitted on merchant ships, 

air and traffic management system and global shipping databases. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/ 

 

216. Consider the following statements: 

1. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the United 

Nations specialized agency. 

2. The UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from UN 

member states. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the 

United Nations' global development network. As the UN’s 

development agency, UNDP plays a critical role in helping countries 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• S2: The UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions 

from UN member states. The organization operates in 177 

countries, where it works with local governments to meet 

development challenges and develop local capacity. 

• United Nations Specialized Agencies are autonomous 

organizations working with the United Nations and each other 

through the co-ordinating machinery of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council at the intergovernmental level, and 

through the Chief Executives Board for co-ordination (CEB) at the 

inter-secretariat level. Specialized agencies may or may not have 

been originally created by the United Nations, but they are 

incorporated into the United Nations System by the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council acting under Articles 57 and 63 of 

the United Nations Charter. At present the UN has in total 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/
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specialized agencies that carry out various functions on behalf of 

the UN. The specialized agencies are listed below 

o FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations 

o ICAO: International Civil Aviation Organization 

o IFAD: International Fund for Agricultural Development 

o ILO: International Labour Organization 

o IMF: International Monetary Fund 

o IMO: International Maritime Organization 

o ITU: International Telecommunication Union 

o UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

o UNIDO: United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

o UNWTO: World Tourism Organization  

o UPU: Universal Postal Union 

o WHO: World Health Organization 

o WIPO: World Intellectual Property Organization  

o WMO: World Meteorological Organization 

o World Bank Group’ 

• SDG Investor Map: 

o Launched by the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) and Invest India. 

o The map lays down 18 Investment Opportunities Areas 

(IOAs) in six critical SDG enabling sectors, that can help 

India push the needle forward on Sustainable Development. 

o By mapping the overlaps and gaps between public sector 

priorities and private sector interest, the SDG Investor Map 

lays out pathways that can bring together private-sector 

investment and public sector support. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/ 

217.  Maguri-Motapung wetland is located in which of the following state? 

(a) Kerala 

(b) Assam 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Meghalaya 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• Recently after an Oil India Ltd (OIL) well in Assam’s Tinsukia 

district caught fire following a blowout, the state government 

ordered a high-level probe into the ecological disaster. The fire at 

Baghjan 5 well—close to the ecologically-sensitive Dibru-Saikhowa 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-november-2020/
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National Park and MaguriMotapung wetland—occurred 14 days 

after natural gas started leaking from the well. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/08/assam-gas-leak/ 

218. Consider the following pairs regarding places in the news: 

1. Kuari Pass – Uttrakhand 

2. Fotoksar – Ladakh 

3. Roopkhund – Himachal Pradesh 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• Places in News: 

o Context: Mentioned as part of 32nd session of the 

DekhoApnaDesh webinar series of Ministry of Tourism titled 

“Trekking in the Himalayas- Magical Experiences”. 

• Places: 

o Kuari Pass (Uttrakhand): This trek was explored by Lord 

Curzon and is also known as the Curzon trail. 

o Brahma Taal (Uttrakhand): It is a hidden and secluded lake 

amidst the ridge, where Lord Brahma meditated according to 

the mythology. 

o Fotoksaris a picturesque village in Ladakh. It is the part of 

the Lingshed- Padum trek (also known as The Great Zanskar 

trek). 

o Roopkhund (Uttarakhand): It is a high altitude glacial lake. 

It lies in the lap of Trishul massif. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/16/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-16-june-2020/ 

219. Consider the following statements regarding Review petition 

1. Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of 

its judgments or orders. 

2. When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take 

fresh stock of the case 

3. The court has the power to review its rulings to correct both “patent 

error” and “minor mistakes of inconsequential import. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/08/assam-gas-leak/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-june-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-june-2020/
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Review petition:   

• Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review 

any of its judgments or orders. 

• When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to 

take fresh stock of the case but to correct grave errors that 

have resulted in the miscarriage of justice. 

• The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a 

“patent error” and not “minor mistakes of inconsequential 

import”. 

o In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer said a review can be 

accepted “only where a glaring omission or patent mistake or 

like grave error has crept in earlier by judicial fallibility”. 

o As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court 

Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. 

However, the court exercises its discretion to allow a review 

petition only when it shows the grounds for seeking the 

review. 

• Time- period within which a review petition should be filed? 

o As per 1996 rules framed by the Supreme Court: 

o A review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of 

judgment or order. While a judgment is the final decision in a 

case, an order is an interim ruling that is subject to its final 

verdict. 

o In certain circumstances, the court can condone a delay in 

filing the review petition if the petitioner can establish strong 

reasons that justify the delay. 

• The procedure to be followed: 

o The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be 

entertained without oral arguments by lawyers. It is heard 

“through circulation” by the judges in their chambers. 

o Review petitions are also heard, as far as practicable, by the 

same combination of judges who delivered the order or 

judgment that is sought to be reviewed. 

o If a judge has retired or is unavailable, a replacement is 

made keeping in mind the seniority of judges. 

o In exceptional cases, the court allows an oral hearing. In a 

2014 case, the Supreme Court held that review petitions in 

all death penalty cases will be heard in open court by a 

Bench of three judges. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/29/what-is-a-review-

petition/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/29/what-is-a-review-petition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/29/what-is-a-review-petition/
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220. Consider the following statements 

1. National Disaster Response Force works under National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA). 

2. The responsibility of managing disasters in India is that of the Central 

government. 

3. The ‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central government for management of 

natural disasters is the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is under the National 

Disaster Management Authority. The head of the NDRF is 

designated as Director General. The Director Generals of NDRF are 

IPS officers on deputation from Indian police organisations. 

Director General wears the uniform and badges of rank of an army 

three-star general. 

• The responsibility of managing disasters in India is that of the 

State Government. The ‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central government 

for management of natural disasters is the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/20/national-disaster-

response-force/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/20/national-disaster-response-force/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/20/national-disaster-response-force/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 28th-Nov-2020 
 

221. Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of India 

contains provisions regarding anti-defection? 

(a) Second Schedule  

(b) Fifth Schedule  

(c) Eighth Schedule  

(d) Tenth Schedule 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: What is the anti-defection law? 

• The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by 

the 52nd Amendment Act. 

• It lays down the process by which legislators may be 

disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of 

a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the 

House. 

• The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/what-is-the-anti-

defection-law/ 

222. With reference to ASEAN Defense Minister’s Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is the only official framework of Defense Minister's meetings in the 

Asia-Pacific Region. 

2. The first ADMM-Plus was convened at Ha Noi, Vietnam in 2010. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Link: S1: ADMM-Plus is the only official framework of Defense 

Minister's meetings in the Asia-Pacific Region. Eight Dialogue 

Partners are Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic 

of Korea, Russia and the USA (collectively referred to as the “Plus 

Countries”).] 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/what-is-the-anti-defection-law/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/what-is-the-anti-defection-law/
https://www.mod.go.jp/e/d_act/exc/admm/
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• S2: 2nd ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) in 2007 at 

Singapore adopted a resolution to establish the ADMM-Plus. 

o The first ADMM-Plus was convened at Ha Noi, Vietnam in 

2010. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/asean-defence-

ministers-meeting-plus-admm-plus/ 

223. The escape clause under the FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management) Act can be invoked during which of the following 

situations: 

1. an Act of God 

2. collapse of agriculture 

3. a sharp decline in real output growth  

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The escape clause under the FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and 

Budget Management) Act details a set of events in which the 

Central government can deviate from fiscal deficit targets. 

• The fiscal deficit is the total amount by which the government’s 

expenses for a year exceed its revenues. 

• In 2017, the FRBM Review Committee headed by NK Singh said 

that the exceptional circumstances cited in the FRBM Act, 2003 

were defined opaquely and were liable to misuse.  

• In 2018, the FRBM Act was amended to specify three 

conditions upon which the escape clause can be invoked. 

o First, over-riding considerations of national security, acts of 

war, and calamities of national proportion and collapse of 

agriculture severely affecting farm output and incomes.  

o Second, far-reaching structural reforms in the economy with 

unanticipated fiscal implications.  

o Three, a sharp decline in real output growth of at least 3 

percentage points below the average for the previous four 

quarters.  

• The FRBM amendments also mentioned that the deviation from the 

stipulated fiscal deficit target must not exceed 0.5 percentage 

points in a year. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/fiscal-deficit-

reaches-120-of-annual-target/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/asean-defence-ministers-meeting-plus-admm-plus/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/asean-defence-ministers-meeting-plus-admm-plus/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/fiscal-deficit-reaches-120-of-annual-target/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/fiscal-deficit-reaches-120-of-annual-target/
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224. With reference to ‘National Investment and Infrastructure Fund’, which 

of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is an organ of NITI Aayog. 

2. It has a corpus of Rs. 400000 crore at present. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: About NIIF: 

• The government had set up the ₹40,000 crore NIIF in 2015 as an 

investment vehicle for funding commercially viable greenfield, 

brownfield and stalled infrastructure projects. 

• It was setup as a Category-II Alternate Investment Fund. 

• The Indian government is investing 49% and the rest of the 

corpus is to be raised from third-party investors such as sovereign 

wealth funds, insurance and pension funds, endowments, etc. 

• NIIF’s mandate includes investing in areas such as energy, 

transportation, housing, water, waste management and other 

infrastructure-related sectors in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/national-investment-

and-infrastructure-fund-niif-2/ 

225. With reference to India’s Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR), which of the 

following statements are correct? 

1. It is spread over two districts. 

2. The habitat is characterized by sal forests. 

3. It is part of the Terai Arc Landscape. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: The Pilibhit Tiger Reserve is situated in the Pilibhit district 

and Shahjahanpur District of Uttar Pradesh, in the upper 

Gangetic Plain Biogeographic Province.  

• S3: The habitat is characterized by sal forests, tall grasslands and 

swamp maintained by periodic flooding from rivers.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/national-investment-and-infrastructure-fund-niif-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/national-investment-and-infrastructure-fund-niif-2/
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• S2: It lies along the India-Nepal border in the foothills of the 

Himalayas and the plains of the Terai in Uttar Pradesh. It is part 

of the Terai Arc Landscape.  

• Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Uttar Pradesh has bagged the 

first international award, TX2, among the 13 tiger ranging 

countries for having doubled the number of tigers in less than 

the stipulated time. 

o In 2014, All India Tiger Estimation had estimated 25 tigers in 

Pilibhit and 2018 estimation showed an increase by 

projecting 65 tigers. 

o Conservation Excellence Award for 2020: 

o Transboundary Manas Conservation Area straddling the 

India-Bhutan border has received the TX2 Conservation 

Excellence Award for 2020. 

o Transboundary Manas Conservation Area or TraMCA 

comprising the 500 sq. km. Manas National Park in Assam 

and the 1,057-sq. km. Royal Manas National Park in Bhutan. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-

gets-the-first-tx2-award/ 

226. With reference to tiger conservation efforts in India, consider the 

following statements: 

1. As per estimates, India is home to 90% of world tiger population. 

2. Jim Corbett national park in Uttarakhand is the largest habitat of the 

big cats in India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• The All India Tiger Estimation done quadrennially is steered by 

the National Tiger Conservation Authority with technical 

backstopping from the Wildlife Institute of India and implemented 

by State Forest Departments and partners. 

• S1: Total big cat population in India stands at 2,967 as compared 

to 1,400 in 2014. As per estimates, India is home to 75% of 

world tiger population. 

• S2: With 231 tigers, Jim Corbett national park in Uttarakhand 

is the largest habitat of the big cats in India. Corbett’s tiger 

count has been rising — from 137 in 2006 to 174 in 2010 and 215 

in 2014.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-gets-the-first-tx2-award/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-gets-the-first-tx2-award/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (November 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

173 

   

• Corbett is followed by Nagarhole (127) and Bandipur (126), both in 

Karnataka; Bandhavgarh in Madhya Pradesh and Kaziranga in 

Assam (104 each). Among states, Madhya Pradesh topped the tiger 

estimation, with 526 (it had 308 last time), going past Karnataka 

(524 this time, 406 earlier). 

• Corbett is the only reserve with more than 200 tigers and with 

the highest tiger density in India at 14. The count in Dudhwa 

Tiger Reserve has also went up from 58 to 82. Pilibhit reserve’s 

population is also up by two to 57 

• Conservation efforts in India: 

o The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has 

launched the M-STrIPES (Monitoring System for Tigers – 

Intensive Protection and Ecological Status), a mobile 

monitoring system for forest guards. 

o At the Petersburg Tiger Summit in 2010, leaders of 13 tiger 

range countries resolved to do more for the tiger and 

embarked on efforts to double its number in the wild, with a 

popular slogan ‘T X 2’.  

o The Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) program of the World Bank, 

using its presence and convening ability, brought global 

partners together to strengthen the tiger agenda. 

o Over the years, the initiative has institutionalised itself as a 

separate entity in the form of the Global Tiger Initiative 

Council (GTIC), with its two arms –the Global Tiger Forum 

and the Global Snow Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program. 

o The Project Tiger, launched way back in 1973, has grown to 

more than 50 reserves amounting to almost 2.2% of the 

country’s geographical area. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-

gets-the-first-tx2-award/ 

227. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kabul River flows through Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan. 

2. It is a major right bank tributary of Indus River. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Kabul River flows through Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

• S2: the principal right-bank tributaries of Indus River are the 

Shyok, Gilgit, Kabul, Gomal, and Kurram rivers. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-gets-the-first-tx2-award/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/pilibhit-tiger-reserve-gets-the-first-tx2-award/
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• Shahtoot Dam: 

o India set to build Shahtoot Dam in Afghanistan, provide 

drinking water for 2 million residents of Kabul. 

o The dam would come upon the Maidan river tributary of 

Kabul River. 

 
 

 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-28-november-2020/ 

 

228. Which of the following elements/compounds is/are Indoor air 

pollutants? 

1. Volatile organic compounds 

2. Radon 

3. Asbestos 

4. Pesticides 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Indoor Pollutants and Sources 

• Volatile organic compounds 

o The main indoor sources are perfumes, hair sprays, furniture 

polish, glues, air fresheners, moth repellents, wood 

preservatives, and other products. 

• Tobacco 

o Smoke generates a wide range of harmful chemicals and is 

carcinogenic. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-november-2020/
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• Biological pollutants 

o It includes pollen from plants, mite, and hair from pets, 

fungi, parasites, and some bacteria. Most of them are 

allergens and can cause asthma, hay fever, and other allergic 

diseases. 

• Formaldehyde 

o Mainly from carpets, particle boards, and insulation foam. It 

causes irritation to the eyes and nose and allergies. 

• Radon 

o It is a gas that is emitted naturally by the soil. Due to 

modern houses having poor ventilation, it is confined inside 

the house and causes lung cancers. 

• Asbestos and Pesticides 

Refer: https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/indoor-pollutants-and-

sources 

 

229. Consider the following statements regarding Sulphur dioxide emissions: 

1. India is the largest emitter of anthropogenic Sulphur dioxide in the 

world. 

2. India has over 50 percent of all anthropogenic Sulphur dioxide (SO2) 

hotspots in the world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only  

(b)  2 only  

(c)  Both 1 and 2  

(d)  Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• India is the largest emitter of anthropogenic sulphur dioxide in 

the world, as per the data released by environmental NGO 

Greenpeace on August 19, 2019. 

• Anthropogenic sulphur dioxide is produced from burning of coal 

and it is known to largely contribute to air pollution. 

• Key Findings:  

o SO2 hotspots across the world have been mapped. 

o The SO2 hotspots were detected by the OMI (Ozone 

Monitoring Instrument) satellite.  

o India has over 15 percent of all anthropogenic sulphur 

dioxide (SO2) hotspots in the world.  

• The main SO2 hotspots in India include Singrauli in Madhya 

Pradesh, Korba in Chhattisgarh, Talcher and Jharsuguda in 

Odisha, Neyveli and Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Kutch in Gujarat, 

https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/indoor-pollutants-and-sources
https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/indoor-pollutants-and-sources
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Ramagundam in Telangana and Chandrapur and Koradi in 

Maharashtra. 

• Norilsk smelter complex in Russia is the largest SO2 emission 

hotspot in the world. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/20/india-largest-emitter-

of-so2-in-world/ 

230. Which of the following city lie closest to 82.5 °E longitude? 

(a) Kakinada  

(b) Visakhapatnam  

(c) Nagpur  

(d) Ranchi  

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Council of Scientific & Industrial Research’s National Physical 

Laboratory (CSIR-NPL), which maintains Indian Standard Time 

(IST), published a research article describing the necessity of two 

time zones. 

• Read more: Should India have two time zones? 

o https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/10/23/insights-

into-editorial-should-india-have-two-time-zones/ 

•  

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/20/india-largest-emitter-of-so2-in-world/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/20/india-largest-emitter-of-so2-in-world/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/10/23/insights-into-editorial-should-india-have-two-time-zones/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/10/23/insights-into-editorial-should-india-have-two-time-zones/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 30th-Nov-2020 
 

231. With reference to river Brahmaputra, consider the following statements: 

1. The source of river Brahmaputra is the same as that of Teesta but it 

flows through Assam. 

2. It flows as Jamuna river before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• S1: Teesta River originates from the Pahunri glacier. 

Brahmaputra originates in Angsi glacier/ Chemayungdung 

Glacier. Teesta is a tributary of Brahmaputra. 

• S2: It flows southwest through the Assam Valley as Brahmaputra 

and south through Bangladesh as the Jamuna. In the vast 

Ganges Delta, it merges with the Padma, the popular name of the 

river Ganges in Bangladesh, and finally, after merging with Padma, 

it becomes the Meghna and from here, it flows as Meghna river 

before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/china-to-build-a-

major-dam-on-brahmaputra-river/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/china-to-build-a-major-dam-on-brahmaputra-river/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/china-to-build-a-major-dam-on-brahmaputra-river/
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232. Consider the following statements about Islamic Cooperation countries 

(OIC): 

1. It is an international organization founded in the midst or immediate 

aftermath of the Arab-Israeli War. 

2. It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the 

United Nations. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: About OIC: 

• It is an international organization founded in 1969, consisting 

of 57 member states. 

• It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after 

the United Nations. 

• The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the 

Muslim world” and works to “safeguard and protect the interests 

of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace 

and harmony “. 

• The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and 

the European Union. 

• Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

• Arab–Israeli War: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-

1952/arab-israeli-war 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/islamic-cooperation-

countries-oic-4/ 

233. Recently, the ‘One Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial 

Resistance’ was in news, with reference to this, consider the following 

statements:  

1. It is co-chaired by the prime ministers of India and South Africa. 

2. The heads of FAO, OIE and WHO are ex-officio members of the group. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/arab-israeli-war
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/arab-israeli-war
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/islamic-cooperation-countries-oic-4/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/islamic-cooperation-countries-oic-4/
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• Launched recently by the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

• Composition: 

o This 20-member group comprises heads of states, current 

and former ministers of different countries, leaders from the 

private sector and civil society. 

o S1: It is co-chaired by the prime ministers of Barbados 

and Bangladesh, Mia Mottley and Sheikh Hasina Wazed, 

respectively. 

o S2: The heads of FAO, OIE and WHO are ex-officio members 

of the group. 

• Why was it created? 

o It seeks to catalyze global attention and action to preserve 

antimicrobial medicines and avert the disastrous 

consequences of antimicrobial resistance. 

• Functions of the group: 

o The group has to: 

o Monitor the global response to antimicrobial resistance. 

o Maintain public momentum. 

o Provide regular reports on the science and evidence related 

to AMR to the UN member states. 

o Advocate for the inclusion of AMR ‘lens’ in investments on 

agriculture, health, development, food and feed production. 

o Push for multi-stakeholder engagement on the issue. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/one-health-global-

leaders-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/ 

234. Consider the following pairs : 

Terms sometimes seen in news Context / Topic 

1. Hayabusa2 project                         Asteroid sample-return mission 

2. Feluda test                            CRISPR gene-editing technology 

3. Tokamak     Digital Crypto currency 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• Hayabusa2 project: 

o It is an asteroid sample-return mission operated by the 

Japanese space agency, JAXA. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/one-health-global-leaders-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/one-health-global-leaders-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/
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o It was launched on 3 December 2014 and rendezvoused 

with Ryugu on 27 June 2018. 

o It carried multiple science payloads for remote sensing, 

sampling, and four small rovers that will investigate the 

asteroid surface to inform the environmental and geological 

context of the samples collected. 

• Feluda is the acronym for FNCAS9 Editor Linked Uniform 

Detection Assay. 

o It is an accurate and low-cost paper-based test strip to 

detect Covid-19 and can deliver a result in 45 minutes. 

o It has been approved for commercial launch by the Drugs 

Controller General of India. 

o Developed by the Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) and Tata Group. 

o How it works? 

▪ It uses indigenously developed CRISPR gene-editing 

technology to identify and target the genetic material 

of SARS-CoV2, the virus that causes Covid-19. 

o https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/12/what-is-the-

feluda-test-for-covid-19/ 

• What is a Tokamak? 

o The tokamak is an experimental machine designed to 

harness the energy of fusion. 

o Inside a tokamak, the energy produced through the fusion of 

atoms is absorbed as heat in the walls of the vessel. 

o Just like a conventional power plant, a fusion power plant 

will use this heat to produce steam and then electricity by 

way of turbines and generators. 

o  First developed by Soviet research in the late 1960s, the 

tokamak has been adopted around the world as the most 

promising configuration of magnetic fusion device. ITER will 

be the world’s largest tokamak—twice the size of the largest 

machine currently in operation, with ten times the plasma 

chamber volume. 

o https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/internationa

l-thermonuclear-experimental-reactor-iter/ 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/japans-hayabusa2-

spacecraft-carrying-asteroid-soil-samples-nears-earth/ 

235. The dry swab-direct RT-PCR method was in news recently, is associated 

with which of the following? 

(a) Calculation of minimum support price  

(b) Performance assessment of crop insurance  

(c) A common method used to estimate poverty in India 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/12/what-is-the-feluda-test-for-covid-19/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/12/what-is-the-feluda-test-for-covid-19/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/international-thermonuclear-experimental-reactor-iter/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/30/international-thermonuclear-experimental-reactor-iter/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/japans-hayabusa2-spacecraft-carrying-asteroid-soil-samples-nears-earth/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/japans-hayabusa2-spacecraft-carrying-asteroid-soil-samples-nears-earth/
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(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

• What is Dry Swab-Direct RT-PCR method? 

• This is a simple variation of the existing gold standard RT-PCR 

method. 

• This method involves collecting and transporting the nasal swab 

in dry state which makes the transportation and handling of 

the samples easy and less prone to spillage and spread of 

infection. 

• In this method, the step of RNA isolation from the sample has 

been omitted, and it involves only simple processing of the sample 

followed by direct RT-PCR using the kit recommended by the ICMR. 

• Benefits: 

o Cost effective. 

o Easy to implement with no requirement of new kits. 

o Existing manpower can perform this with no additional 

training. 

o Can ramp up the testing capacity in the country quickly 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/dry-swab-direct-rt-

pcr-method/ 

236. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Mount Ili Lewotolok is a composite volcano located in Indonesian 

Territory. 

2. The last time the Mount Ili Lewotolok volcano erupted was in 2010 

and it has remained inactive since then. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Mount Ili Lewotolok: 

• Why in News? Erupted recently. 

• Mount Ile Lewotolok is a stratovolcano also known as a 

composite volcano, is a conical volcano built up by many layers 

(strata) of hardened lava and ash. 

o Unlike shield volcanoes, stratovolcanoes are characterized by 

a steep profile with a summit crater and periodic intervals of 

explosive eruptions and effusive eruptions, although some 

have collapsed summit craters called calderas.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/dry-swab-direct-rt-pcr-method/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/dry-swab-direct-rt-pcr-method/
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o The lava flowing from stratovolcanoes typically cools and 

hardens before spreading far, due to high viscosity. 

• Location: It is a volcano located in eastern Indonesia erupts. 

• The 5,423-meter (17,790-foot) mountain is one of the three 

currently erupting in Indonesia along with Merapi on Java Island 

and Sinabung on Sumatra Island. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/ 

237. With reference to Global Innovation and Technology Alliance (GITA), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is a “not–for–profit” Section-8 Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

company. 

2. It is promoted jointly by the Niti Aayog and National Innovation 

Foundation, Government of India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Global Innovation and Technology Alliance (GITA): 

• It is a “not–for–profit” Section-8 Public Private Partnership 

(PPP) company. 

• It is promoted jointly by the Technology Development Board 

(TDB), Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government 

of India and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

• Functions: The GITA platform encourages industrial investments 

in innovative technology solutions by Mapping technology gaps, 

Undertaking expert evaluation of technologies available across the 

globe, Facilitating techno–strategic collaborative partnerships 

appropriate for Indian economy and Providing soft funding for 

technology development / acquisition / deployment. 

Refer: facts for prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-

affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/ 

238. In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under Schedule I 

of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, what does it imply? 

(a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger. 

(b) It no longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are under captive 

protection; and now it is impossible to prevent its extinction. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-november-2020/
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(c) It is endemic to a particular region of India. 

(d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context. 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• Schedule I animals under the Wildlife Act enjoy the highest 

protection in India. Since tiger is also covered in Schedule I, option 

A is correct. 

• www.envfor.nic.in/legis/wildlife/wildlife2s1.pdf 

Source: UPSC CSE 2017 

239. If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the Wildlife 

Protection Act,1972, what is the implication? 

(a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant. 

(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances. 

(c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 

(d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem. 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

• These are Endemic plants where Cultivation of specified plants 

without licence is prohibited. 

• From the Wildlife protection Act: (1) No person shall cultivate a 

specified plant except under and in accordance with a licence 

granted by the Chief Wild Life Warden or any other officer 

authorised by the State Government in this behalf: Provided that 

nothing in this section shall prevent a person, who immediately 

before the commencement of the Wild Life (Protection) 

(Amendment) Act, 1991 (44 of 1991), was cultivating a specified 

plant from carrying on such cultivation for a period of six months 

from such commencement or where he has made an application 

within that period for the grant of a licence to him, until the licence 

is granted to him or he is informed in writing that a licence cannot 

be granted to him. 

• See Chapter IIIA 17C 

http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1972-53_0.pdf 

Source: UPSC CSE 2020 

240. Consider the following pairs: 

Wildlife   Naturally found in 

1. Blue-finned Mahseer Cauvery River 

2. Irrawaddy Dolphin Chambal River 

3. Rusty-spotted Cat  Eastern Ghats 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

http://www.envfor.nic.in/legis/wildlife/wildlife2s1.pdf
http://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1972-53_0.pdf
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(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

• S1: In the River Cauvery, the mahseer community comprises a 

‘blue-finned’ and an orange-finned, ‘hump-backed’ fish. Whilst it 

is not yet known whether these are distinct species or 2 different 

phenotypes, evidence suggests that the hump-backed phenotype is 

endemic to the river, whereas the blue-finned phenotype was 

introduced in the 1980s.  

• https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/03/30/iucn-red-list-of-

threatened-species/ 

• S2:  Irrawaddy dolphins are found in coastal areas in South and 

Southeast Asia, and in three rivers: the Ayeyarwady (Myanmar), 

the Mahakam (Indonesian Borneo) and the Mekong. See 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/irrawaddy-dolphin 

• S3:  In India, it was long thought to be confined to the south, but 

records have established that it is found over much of the country. 

It was observed in eastern Gujarat’s Gir National Park, in 

Maharashtra’s Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve and along India’s 

Eastern Ghats. 

Source: UPSC CSE 2019 
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