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General Studies-3; Topic: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation. 
 

Paris Agreement isn’t Enough 
 
Introduction  

• The Paris Agreement is a voluntary agreement in which countries are free to choose their climate 
targets, called nationally determined contributions (NDCs).  

• Countries are also supposed to self-differentiate based on their responsibility for causing climate 
change and their capability to mitigate it.  

 
Present Crisis  

• The world is not only suffering because of Covid and economic distress. It’s also reeling due to 
climate disasters.  

• The year 2020 is likely to be one of the three warmest years on record, and 2011-20 will be the 
warmest decade on record. 

• 2020 has witnessed increasing wildfires, new extreme temperatures on land, sea and especially in 
the Arctic, a record number of hurricanes in the Atlantic. 

 
Reliance on Fossil Fuels 

• Extreme weather events have not deterred countries from investing in fossil fuels. 

• In 2020, G20 countries have committed over $230 billion in fossil fuel industry to revive the 
economy, compared to $150 billion in clean energy. 

• The US, UK, Canada, Russia and India are pursuing major expansions in fossil fuel supply. 

• Fossil carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions (from fossil fuels and carbonates) dominate total GHG 
emissions. 

 
Flaws in the Paris Agreement  

• Developed countries are expected to take up higher emission cuts than developing countries.  

• But if a rich country doesn’t commit to a higher target, no one can question or demand a revision. 

• Besides, if a country fails to meet its NDCs, there is no penalty.  

• The Paris Agreement is, therefore, based on goodwill and moral persuasion.  

• The fact is every country is looking out for its own narrow interest.  

• This is the reason why the Agreement will not be able to limit warming below 2°C. 

• Therefore, the world would make a big mistake by putting all its efforts into the Paris Agreement 
to meet the climate goals. 

 
Concerns / Challenges 

• Even after Five years of the Paris Agreement was signed, the global efforts to fight climate change 
are in tatters. 

• Despite a 7% decline in CO2 emissions due to the economic slowdown in 2020, the current policies 
of the countries have put the planet on a 3.2°C temperature increase trajectory. 

• The ‘Emission Gap Report 2020’, finds that the G20 nations, who account for 80% of global 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, are collectively not on track to meet their modest Paris Agreement 
commitments. 

• Since the beginning, countries have viewed climate negotiations as an economic and not as an 
environmental negotiation.  

• For instance, Donald Trump believes that reducing emissions will hurt the US economy and benefit 
China, so he walked out of the Paris Agreement. 

• George Bush did the same with the Kyoto Protocol. 
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• China despite being the world’s largest polluter, its NDCs are woefully inadequate and compliant 
with 4°C warming. 

• Today, more than two-thirds of the richest 100 entities on the planet are corporations and they have 
been responsible for 71% of the global emissions since 1988. 

 
Way Forward 

• We need a radically different strategy to stimulate actions from the government, private sector and 
civil society to put the world on track to the 1.5°C goal. 

• In many sectors, including the most crucial energy sector, economic growth and emission reduction 
can go hand-in-hand.  

• The costs of renewable energy are already cost-competitive or will become competitive very soon 
with fossil fuel technologies.  

• So, the reason for countries to compete with each other for carbon space is becoming immaterial 
every passing day. 

• If countries cooperate, the cost of cleaner technologies can be reduced faster, which will benefit 
everyone. 

• We will need multiple multilateral, regional, and sectoral platforms to drive transformation. 

• Climate action will have to be made part of every existing and new platform and treaty as a 
distributed global effort. 

• We need concrete actions from citizens (especially the wealthiest 1% who account for more than 
twice the emissions of the poorest 50%) and the private sector to reduce emissions. 

• Today Corporations are the problem, but they are also the solution. They have the resources to 
decarbonise, and they must be held accountable if they fail to do so. 

 
Conclusion 
Five years since the Paris Agreement, we are at an inflection point; the world needs a bold vision and leadership 
to turn the tide. 
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