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INSIGHTS into EDITORIAL 

 
GENERAL STUDIES I 

 
1. In a first, MHA approves study on ‘status of radicalisation’ 

 

                      

 

Context: 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has, for the first time, approved a research study on “status of 

radicalisation in India.”  

The study would attempt to legally define “radicalisation” and suggest amendments to the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). 

The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D), the police think tank of the MHA, had 

invited research proposals from academicians and legal experts in the year 2018.  

 

About Radicalisation: 

The word “radical” refers to change in the fundamental nature of something, thus Radicalism is set of 

beliefs or actions of people who advocate thorough or complete political or social reform. 

Radicalisation refers to the process of an individual’s transformation from a moderate, law-abiding 

citizen into an active, anti-state, violent extremist. 

The outcomes of radicalization are shaped by the ideas of the society at large; for example, radicalism 

can originate from a broad social consensus against progressive changes in society or from a broad 

desire for change in society. 
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Radicalization can be both violent and nonviolent, although most academic literature focuses on 

radicalization into violent extremism (RVE). 

 

Radicalisation in India: 

1. It is associated with a political interpretation of religion and the defence, by violent means, of a 

religious identity perceived to be under attack. 

2. Use of Religion by ISIS to spread its influence all over the world is an example. 

3. Right-Wing Radicalism: It is a form of radicalization associated with fascism, racialism/racism, 

supremacism and ultranationalism. 

4. Left Wing Radicalism: This form of radicalization focuses primarily on anti-capitalist demands 

and calls for the transformation of political systems considered responsible for producing social 

inequalities, and that may ultimately employ violent means to further its cause. 

5. Cases have revealed instances of internet-facilitated indoctrination and active radicalisation in 

multiple states. 

6. Instances of Left Wing Extremism (LWE) have grown despite the continued government 

intervention.  

7. Encounters, ambushes and arrests still occur with regular frequency in the red corridor districts. 

8. Increased incidents of mob lynching, cow vigilantism and the string of assassinations of 

rationalists such as Narendra Dabholkar, Govind Pansare and Gauri Lankesh point towards rising 

extremism in the right wing cadres. 

 

Steps to Tackle Radicalism: 

1. A consistent counter radical strategy is required to tackle radicalism. 

2. Educational and political institutions should be strengthened at ground level so that people of 

any state feel empowered. Also, enough number of job opportunities should be provided to 

people to decrease their chances of joining any radicalism organization. 

3. As per the secretary of the Committee on Criminal Reforms, radicalisation is not merely a 

policing issue. Aggressive policing measures could be counter -productive as the youth who were 

radicalised were “misguided” and not the culprits.  

4. Right thinking people in the community will have to be mobilised 

5. Enough number of job opportunities should be provided to people to decrease their chances of 

joining any radicalise organization. 
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6. The corner stone for radicalization is poverty, deprivation and isolation and lack of employment 

and standard education opportunities, these to be addressed. 

7. It needs to be ensured that people who been de-radicalized feel safe and secure in the country. 

8. Social media to be regulated when such info of such activities to be held and to draw a legalized 

guide lines to regulate in due means without contradicting the privacy of an individual. 

9. There should be sufficient evidence behind banning any organization. This is necessary to avoid 

court cases. Also, Intelligence Agencies, Law Enforcement Agencies and Judicial Courts need to 

act in unison on this matter. 

10. Once government identifies any radicalism organization, it needs to take hold of their physical 

and financial resources. 

11. Countering activities of radicalism. If hate can be taught, then love and social responsibilities 

toward people and the nation can also be taught. This is necessary to de-radicalize people. 

12. It needs to be ensured that people who been de-radicalized feel safe and secure in the country. 

Radicalisation is a danger to internal security and polarises the Indian society deepening the sectarian 

differences. 

Thus, it is imperative to fight radicalisation on all fronts. 

Initiatives like UDAAN they must be inclusive in nature and drag youth from all sections ,Nehru yuva 

kendra to be given impetus in such areas to involve youth in all capacity ,cultural and sports activities 

so there are less chances for them to get influenced from such ideological goals. 

 

Conclusion: 

Radicalisation has to be addressed in a systematic manner and a policy should be devised by the 

Centre.  

Radicalization offers critical challenges at the national, regional and global levels, rendering inadequate 

many of the traditional tools of violence prevention, peace building and democratic governance.  

It requires policy makers and practitioners to appreciate the unique nature of these ideologies, many 

of them seeking the wholesale destruction of civic order as opposed to its reform or even restructuring. 

It is not merely a policing issue. In India, people are sensitive about religion, what we are attempting is 

correct interpretation of holy books such as Quran, Gita or Bible. 
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                                                                     GENERAL STUDIES II 
1.How the US counts its votes in the presidential election 

 

 

 

Context: 

U.S. Constitutional Requirements for Presidential Candidates: 

The President must:  

1. Be a natural-born citizen of the United States 

2. Be at least 35 years old 

3. Have been a resident of the United States for 14 years 

He/She must meet the age and residency requirements by Inauguration Day. Any person who meets 

these requirements can declare his or her candidacy for President at any time. Vice-President must also 

meet all of the qualifications of being a President. 

But in India, President can also be a naturalized citizen. Also, a candidate to be nominated for the office 

of president needs 50 electors as proposers and 50 electors as seconders for his name to appear on the 

ballot. 

In the US, a person can be the president for only two terms. But there is no such bar in India. 

 

How are elections supervised in the US? 

In the US, all elections federal, state, and local are directly organised by the ruling governments of 

individual states.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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According to the White House website, the US Constitution and laws grant the states wide latitude in 

how they administer elections, resulting in varying rules across the country. 

In many US states, the responsibility of conducting elections falls on the state’s secretary of state — a 

politician who in some states is directly elected and in others appointed by the state governor. 

 

How is the election process different from India? 

1. In India, the Constitution under Article 324 provides for a separate rule-making Election 

Commission that is independent of the executive in government.  

2. Set up in 1950, it is charged with the responsibility of conducting polls to the offices of the 

President and Vice President of India, to Parliament, and to the state Assemblies and Legislative 

Councils. 

3. In India, the ECI has been devised as an apolitical body a key priority of the country’s founding 

leaders.  

4. So, US states vary widely when it comes to key electoral practices such as vote counting, postal 

voting and drawing constituencies.  

5. Often, individual states are accused of providing an unfair advantage to one political party 

through practices such as gerrymandering.  

6. During the Jim Crow era (late 19th century-early 20th century), states in the American South 

actively disenfranchised Black people– a practice that was largely curbed by the Voting Rights 

Act of 1965. 

 

Why counting votes in Election 2020 is taken time? 

Although most US states allow electronic methods, paper ballots are the norm across the country.  

Ahead of counting comes a stage called processing, which involves checking signatures, verifying 

documentation, and perhaps even scanning the ballots. Counting votes is a separate, and later, process. 

Each state has its own date for starting in-person or mail-in voting, deadline for receiving the mail-in 

ballots, processing the ballots, and tabulating votes. 

 

USA and India Election procedure: 

The USA and India are two largest democracies of the world, but they have a slightly common and a 

little comparable election system: 

1. ELECTORAL METHOD: USA appointed its head of the govt indirectly while India appoints its head of 

the government  directly through people. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. ELECTORAL TIME: USA gives almost 13 hours for each person to vote either in appearance or 

through email while India allows a time of around 9 hours and that too only through appearing at the 

designation point. 

3. HANDLING ELECTIONS: The elections of USA are handles by the Federal EC and Electoral AC both of 

which are not having enough powers like India’s ECI which has the sole responsibility of handing 

elections. 

4. REGISTRATIONS: The people of USA has the options to registered at last by 1 month before the 

polling day while in India every person is registered above a certain age and there is no need to register 

them again and again in ever elections. 

5. VOTING AGE: The voting age has been fixed at 18 years in both the countries however proportion of 

people voting b/w the age of 18-25 years is more in India than in USA. 

6. POLLING STATION STAFF: The staff of the polling station in USA may be private or public property 

however in India it is a govt office. 

 

THE LAST FOUR YEARS: 

Trump’s 2016 election victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton threw up a number of uncertainties for 

India. 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS: The first was how closed or open the US would be on matters of trade, 

immigration, investment, and technology. 

APPROACH TOWARDS CHINA: The second concerned what approach he would adopt to China: 

confrontation, competition, cooperation, or confusion. 

TERRORISM: The third uncertainty was how he would approach the issue of terrorism, particularly with 

respect to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: And the fourth was what priority he would give to international 

institutions, and what that would mean for Indian membership and activity. 

 

Conclusion: 

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, while introducing Article 324 in the Constituent Assembly on June 15, 1949, 

said, “the whole election machinery should be in the hands of a Central Election Commission, which 

alone would be entitled to issue directives to returning officers, polling officers and others”. 

Former Union minister Milind Deora tweeted, saying: “We Indians should be proud of our Election 

Commission for overseeing 650 parties, 8,000 candidates & 603 million voters in 2019!” 
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2.Last child matters 

 

      

 

Context: 

The digital pivot in India’s schooling system risks pushing it into deeper inequality, seven months after 

schools shut down across the country to tackle the pandemic.  

A majority of children without access to internet has been thrown into distress a handful to the point 

of self-harm, as several reports in this newspaper attest by an exclusionary mode of learning.  

What reportage has indicated so far is confirmed by the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 

2020, a phone survey of 60,000-odd students across rural India.  

 

Annual State of Education Report (ASER) survey: 

1. This is an annual survey (published by education non-profit Pratham ) that aims to provide 

reliable estimates of children’s enrolment and basic learning levels for each district and state in 

India. 

2. ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural districts of India. It is the largest 

citizen-led survey in India. 

3. It is also the only annual source of information on children’s learning outcomes available in India. 

4. ASER tools and procedures are designed by ASER Centre, the research and assessment arm of 

Pratham. 

5. The survey itself is coordinated by ASER Centre and facilitated by the Pratham network. It is 

conducted by close to 30,000 volunteers from partner organisations in each district. 
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6. All kinds of institutions partner with ASER: colleges, universities, NGOs, youth groups, women’s 

organisations, self-help groups and others. 

7. The ASER model has been adapted for use in several countries around the world: Kenya, Uganda, 

Tanzania, Pakistan, Mali and Senegal. 

 

Impact of COVID- 19 Pandemic: 

1. About 20% of rural children have no textbooks at home. In Andhra Pradesh, less than 35% of 

children had textbooks. More than 98% had textbooks in West Bengal, Nagaland and Assam. 

2. In the week of the survey, about one in three rural children had done no learning activity at all. 

3. About two in three had no learning material or activity given by their school that week, and only 

one in 10 had access to live online classes. 

4. 3% of rural children aged 6-10 years had not yet enrolled in school this year, in comparison to 

just 1.8% in 2018. 

5. Enrolment patterns also show a slight shift toward government schools, with private schools 

seeing a drop in enrolment in all age groups. 

6. The survey shows that while the proportion of children not currently enrolled for the 2020-21 

school years is higher than the equivalent figures for 2018, for most age groups these differences 

are small. 

7. Among enrolled children, more than 60% live in families with at least one smartphone. This 

proportion has increased enormously in the last two years, from 36.5% to 61.8% among enrolled 

children. 

8. Whether acquired before or after school closures in March 2020, more than 80% children have 

textbooks for their current grade. 

9. Data showed that at 50.6%, teachers who taught between Grades III to V were the best trained. 

Most teachers were in possession of phone numbers of at least 50% of their students. 

 

Gaps in Learning: 

1. Only about one-third of the surveyed children had access to online learning; only 11 per cent 

had access to live online classes.  

2. That the burden of digital inequality has fallen on children shows up in the data. As many as 

24.3 per cent of the children said they had not received any learning material from the school in 

the week the survey was held because they had no smartphone almost 75 per cent of interaction 

with schools was over WhatsApp. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Parents also appear to be acutely aware that the smartphone is the new English-medium 

education in the way it overlays and deepens age-old hierarchies.  

4. The survey reports that 11 per cent of parents bought a phone during the lockdown to prevent 

an interruption in their child’s learning.  

5. A surge in the use of smartphones (as compared to 2018) has not been accompanied by greater 

access, which itself shows that technological solutions on their own cannot be enough to address 

this unforeseen crisis.  

6. The ASER report offers a snapshot of the churn in the education system, and also how inherited 

disadvantages continue to affect quality of learning.  

a. For instance, children with parents educated till Class X had a markedly better access to 

learning in these months than the children of parents with fewer years spent in school. 

The implications of school closures in the country are not just about education; they are manifold.  

An unprecedented social disaster can be avoided if more entities — Government and private pitch into 

short-term and long-term futures of the children in this digital divide. 

 

Conclusion: 

The report maps a crisis, but also holds out possibilities.  

For the private schools, it is a prod to rethink an online-only mode of learning.  

For government schools, the growth in footfall is an opportunity to improve the quality of teaching 

and retain students it is possible, as has been shown by government schools in Karnataka and Kerala, 

among others, during lockdown. 

The experience of southern states in the past decades proves that investment in a public school 

system multiplies opportunities manifold.  

The AAP government in Delhi has shown that it makes for good politics. Till a vaccine is found, a 

resumption of classes is still a far way off.  

In the interim, all stakeholders have to come together to minimise both loss of learning and the 

emotional turmoil that comes from being left behind. 

 

3.The financial capacity of States is being weakened 
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Introduction: 

State governments drive a majority of the country’s development programmes.  

Greater numbers of people depend on these programmes for their livelihood, development, welfare 

and security.  

Varied economic growth and income levels across States confirm the primacy of State governments in 

the economic sphere as well.  

States need resources to deliver these responsibilities and aspirations. Unfortunately, the financial 

capacity of the States is structurally being weakened. 

 

Share of States in taxes: Declining Actual devolution: 

The ability of the States to expand revenue has been constrained since the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) regime was adopted.  

The Centre’s resource mobilisation space vis-a-vis that of the States is now far greater.  

While both face a very challenging fiscal environment, the Centre, instead of finding mutually 

beneficial solutions, has repeatedly opted to undermine the current and future fiscal capacities of the 

States.  

It has systematically cut the share of States in taxes raised by the Union government (devolutions), it 

has reduced the pool of funds to be shared with the States by shifting from taxes to cesses and 

surcharges, and it is needlessly thrusting measly options to overcome the GST shortfall. 

 

Declining devolution than the projections given by Finance Commissions: 

1. Finance Commissions recommend the share of States in the taxes raised by the Union 

government. Their recommendations are normally adhered to.  
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2. According to experts, the current Union government has discarded this constitutional obligation.  

3. Prior to 2014, devolution of funds to the States were consistently and cumulatively more than 

13th Finance Commission’s projections.  

4. The year 2014-15 commenced with a shock: actual devolution was 14% less than the Finance 

Commission’s projection.  

5. Subsequent devolutions have been consistently less every year, ending the period 2019-20 with 

a whopping -37%. Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, the States got ₹7,97,549 crore less than what 

was projected by the Finance Commission. This is an undeniable and substantial reduction of the 

fiscal resource capacity of the States. 

 

Shrinking the divisible pool: In the form of cesses and surcharges: 

1. Various cesses and surcharges levied by the Union government are retained fully by it. They do 

not go into the divisible pool. This allows the Centre to raise revenues, yet not share them with 

the States.  

2. Hence, the Union government imposes or increases cesses and surcharges instead of taxes 

wherever possible and, in some cases, even replaces taxes with cesses and surcharges.  

3. When taxes are replaced with cesses and surcharges, as has been done repeatedly by this 

government in the case of petrol and diesel, the consumer pays the same price.  

4. But the Union government keeps more of that revenue and reduces the size of the divisible pool. 

As a result, the States lose out on their share. Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, cesses and 

surcharges soared from 9.3% to 15% of the gross tax revenue of the Union government.  

5. This systematic rise ensures that the revenue that is fully retained by the Union government 

increases at the cost of the revenue that is shared with the States.  

6. In 2019-20 alone, the Union government expected ₹3,69,111 crore from cesses and surcharges. 

This will not be shared with the States. This government has exploited this route to reduce the 

size of the divisible pool. 

 

GST shortfall since the inception of GST: 

Shortfalls have been persistent and growing from the inception of GST.  

1. Compensations have been paid from the GST cess revenue. GST cesses are levied on luxury or 

sin goods on top of the GST.  

2. Such cesses have justification independent of compensation needs. These are, and will be, levied 

irrespective of compensation needs. GST compensation will end with 2021-22. But cesses will 

continue. 
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3. During 2019-20, the cess collected was ₹95,444 crore. With the abnormal exception of this year, 

the years ahead will generate similar or more cess revenue.  

4. This assured cess revenue, within the GST, can meet any contingency needs, even of an “act of 

God”, without burdening the Centre or the State governments.  

5. Hence, many States have been insisting outside and inside the GST Council that the Union 

government should borrow this year’s GST shortfall in full and release it to the States.  

6. The Union government will not have to pay a rupee of this debt or interest.  

7. The entire loan can be repaid out of the assured cess revenue that will continue to accrue 

beyond 2022.  

8. Of the nearly ₹3 lakh crore GST shortfall to the States, the Centre will only compensate ₹1.8 

lakh crore. The States will not get the remaining ₹1.2 lakh crore this year. This cut is being 

imposed for no reason.  

9. In fact, it flies against the need of the hour to revive the economy. Governments ought to spend 

money this year to stimulate demand. 

10. Apart from the streams discussed above, Central grants are also likely to drop significantly this 

year. For instance, ₹31,570 crore was allocated as annual grants to Karnataka. Actual grants may 

be down to ₹17,372 crore. 

 

Conclusion: 

Due to the combined effect of cutbacks in devolution, the shrinking divisible pool, failure to pay full 

GST compensation this year and fall in Central grants, the States may experience a fall of 20%-25% in 

their revenues this year.  

To overcome such extreme blows to their finances and discharge their welfare and development 

responsibilities, the States are now forced to resort to colossal borrowings.  

Repayment burden will overwhelm State budgets for several years. As we peer into the years ahead, 

after paying loans and interest, salaries and pensions, and establishment expenses, what will really be 

available for development and welfare?  

The fall in funds for development and welfare programmes will adversely impact the livelihoods of 

crores of Indians.  

The economic growth potential cannot be fully realised. Adverse consequences will be felt in per capita 

income, human resource development and poverty. This is a negative sum game. 

States are at the forefront of development and generation of opportunities and growth.  

Strong States lead to a stronger India. The systematic weakening of States serves neither federalism 

nor national interest. 
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4.The nutrition fallout of school closures 

 

                  

 

Context: 

As many as 116 million children actually, 116 million hungry children is the number of children we are 

looking at when we consider the indefinite school closure in India.  

The largest school-feeding programme in the world, that has undoubtedly played an extremely 

significant role in increasing nutrition and learning among school going children, has been one of the 

casualties of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The flagship report of The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020, released by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization in partnership with other UN organisations, painted a worrying 

picture, including the impact of COVID-19 on closure of schools and school meals.  

A real-time monitoring tool estimated that as of April 2020, the peak of school closures, 369 million 

children globally were losing out on school meals, a bulk of whom were in India. 

 

Pressing issue of Hunger and Nutrition: 

1. The recent Global Hunger Index (GHI) report for 2020 ranks India at 94 out of 107 countries and 

in the category ‘serious’, behind our neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 17 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

2. The index is a combination of indicators of undernutrition in the population and wasting (low 

weight for height), stunting (low height for age), and mortality in children below five years of 

age.  

3. We are already far out in terms of achieving the ‘Zero Hunger’ goal, and in the absence of 

urgent measures to address the problem both through necessary administrative measures and 

their effective delivery, the situation will only worsen.  

4. To place the urgency in context, a report by the International Labour Organization and the 

UNICEF, on COVID-19 and child labour, cautions that unless school services and social security 

are universally strengthened, there is a risk that some children may not even return to schools 

when they reopen. 

Mid-day meal programme in India: 

1. A mid-day meal in India should provide 450 Kcal of energy, a minimum of 12 grams of proteins, 

including adequate quantities of micronutrients like iron, folic acid, Vitamin-A, etc., according to 

the mid-day meal scheme (MDMS) guidelines, 2006.  

2. This is approximately one-third of the nutritional requirement of the child, with all school-going 

children from classes I to VIII in government and government-aided schools being eligible.  

3. However, many research reports, and even the Joint Review Mission of MDMS, 2015-16 noted 

that many children reach school on an empty stomach, making the school’s mid-day meal a 

major source of nutrition for children, particularly those from vulnerable communities.  

4. Further, these reports highlight the importance of innovative strategies to improving nutrition 

quality and food diversity under the MDM.  

5. This was insisted upon by NITI Aayog and the World Food Programme in their report on Food 

and Nutrition Security in India (2019).  

6. Many state governments, like Tamil Nadu (a pioneering state in MDMS) and Puducherry 

introduced innovations to convert MDMS into a Nutritious Meal Programme. 

 

School going children turning into Child Labour: 

The other worrying angle to the lack of school meals and functioning schools is the fact that there are 

reports of children engaging in labour to supplement the fall in family incomes in vulnerable 

households.  

In July this year, the Madras High Court also took cognisance of the issue and asked the Tamil Nadu 

government to respond on the subject of how, with schools closed, the nutritional needs of children 

were being fulfilled.  

While many State governments have now initiated dry rations provisioning lieu of school meals, there 

are still challenges for this to be fulfilled in ensuring last-mile delivery. 
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Even States like Tamil Nadu, with a relatively good infrastructure for the MDMS, are unable to serve the 

mandated ‘hot cooked meal’ during the lockdown for multiple reasons. 

 

Mid-day meal programme during Pandemic: 

In orders in March and April 2020, in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and closure of schools, the 

Government of India announced that the usual hot-cooked mid-day meal or an equivalent food security 

allowance/dry ration would be provided to all eligible school-going children even during vacation, to 

ensure that their immunity and nutrition is not compromised.  

Nearly three months into this decision, States were still struggling to implement this. 

According to the Food Corporation of India’s (FCI) food grain bulletin, the offtake of grains under 

MDMS from FCI during April and May, 2020 was 221.312 thousand tonnes.  

This was 60 thousand tonnes, or 22%, lower than the corresponding offtake during April and May, 2019 

(281.932 thousand tonnes). There were 23 States and Union Territories that reported a decline in the 

grain offtake from FCI in April-May 2020, compared with corresponding months in 2019.  

The State of Bihar, for instance, which lifted 44.585 thousand tonnes in April and May 2019, had no 

offtake during these two months in 2020. 

Data and media reports indicate that dry ration distributions in lieu of school meals are irregular.  

 

Way Ahead: Innovative strategies by experts: 

1. Local smallholder farmers’ involvement in school feeding is suggested by experts, such as 

Basanta Kumar Kar, who has been at the helm of many nutrition initiatives.  

2. He suggests a livelihood model that links local smallholder farmers with the mid-day meal 

system for the supply of cereals, vegetables, and eggs, while meeting protein and hidden hunger 

needs, which could diversify production and farming systems, transform rural livelihoods and the 

local economy, and fulfill the ‘Atmanirbhar Poshan’ (nutritional self-sufficiency) agenda.  

3. The COVID-19 crisis has also brought home the need for such decentralised models and local 

supply chains. 

4. There are also new initiatives such as the School Nutrition (Kitchen) Garden under MDMS to 

provide fresh vegetables for mid-day meals.  

5. Besides ensuring these are functional, what can be done, in addition, is provide hot meals can be 

provided to eligible children with a plan to prepare and distribute the meal in the school mid-day 

meal centre.  

6. This is similar to free urban canteens or community kitchens for the elderly and others in 

distress in States like Odisha.  
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7. Also, adequate awareness about of the availability of the scheme is needed.  

8. Thirdly, locally produced vegetables and fruits may be added to the MDMS, also providing an 

income to local farmers.  

9. Besides, distribution of eggs where feasible (and where a State provision is already there) can be 

carried out.  

10. Most of all, the missed mid-day meal entitlement for April may be provided to children as dry 

ration with retrospective effect. 

 

Conclusion: 

Across the country and the world, innovative learning methods are being adopted to ensure children’s 

education outcomes.  

The GHI report calls for effective delivery of social protection programmes. With continuing 

uncertainty regarding the reopening of schools, innovation is similarly required to ensure that not just 

food, but nutrition is delivered regularly to millions of children.  

Ensuring functioning of MDMS during the pandemic period, where children are under threat of 

nutrition and food insecurity, must be high priority.  

Serving hot meals, at the children’s homes or even at the centre, may have challenges in the present 

scenario. 

For many of them, that one hot-cooked meal was probably the best meal of the day. 

 

5.Why are States opting for legislation on ‘freedom of religion’? 
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Context: The story so far:  

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA) was enacted to facilitate the marriage of couples professing 

different faiths and preferring a civil wedding.  

However, some practical problems arise in registering such marriages. The law’s features on prior 

public notice being given and objections being called from any quarter place a question mark on the 

safety and privacy of those intending to marry across religions.  

Many settle for marriage under the personal law of one of them, with the other opting for religious 

conversion. Even this option is now under threat, as recent remarks by the Chief Ministers of Uttar 

Pradesh and Haryana and a Karnataka Minister indicate. All of them want to ban conversion for the 

sole purpose of marriage. 

 

Features of the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA): 

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to provide a special form of 

marriage for the people of India and all the Indian nationals living abroad, irrespective of their religion. 

 

1. The marriage of any two persons may be solemnised under the SMA, subject to the man having 

completed 21 years of age and the woman 18.  

2. Neither should have a spouse living; both should be capable of giving valid consent, should not 

suffer from any mental disorder of a kind that renders them unfit for marriage and procreation. 

3. They should not be within the degrees of prohibited relationship — that is, they should not be 

related in such a way that their religion does not permit such marriages. 

4. Parties to an intended marriage should give notice to the ‘marriage officer’ of the district in 

which one of them had resided for at least 30 days. 

5. Any person can object to the marriage within 30 days of the publication of the notice on the 

ground that it contravenes one of the conditions for a valid marriage. 

6. The notice will have to be entered in a ‘Marriage Notice Book’ and a copy of it displayed at a 

conspicuous place in the office. The Notice Book is open for inspection at all reasonable times 

without a fee. 

7. The marriage officer has to inquire into the objection and give a decision within 30 days. If he 

refuses permission for the marriage, an appeal can be made to the district court. The court’s 

decision will be final. 

8. Also, the Act says that when a member of a Hindu undivided family, gets married under SMA, it 

results in his or her “severance” from the family. 
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Article 25: Freedom of Conscience and Free Profession, Practice and Propagation of Religion: 

Article 25 says that all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely 

profess, practice and propagate religion. 

1. Freedom of conscience: Inner freedom of an individual to mould his relation with God or 

Creatures in whatever way he desires. 

2. Right to Profess: Declaration of one’s religious beliefs and faith openly and freely. 

3. Right to Practice: Performance of religious worship, rituals, ceremonies and exhibition of beliefs 

and ideas. 

4. Right to Propagate: Transmission and dissemination of one’s religious beliefs to others or 

exposition of the tenets of one’s religion. 

 

What are the hurdles faced by couples? 

1. The provisions relating to notice, publication and objection have rendered it difficult for many 

people intending to solemnise inter-faith marriages.  

2. Publicity in the local registration office may mean that family members objecting to the union 

may seek to stop it by coercion.  

3. In many cases, there may be a threat to the lives of the applicants. There have been reports of 

right-wing groups opposed to inter-faith marriages keeping a watch on the notice boards of 

marriage offices and taking down the details of the parties so that they can be dissuaded or 

coerced into abandoning the idea. 

4. In July, the Kerala Registration department decided to discontinue the practice of uploading 

marriage notices on its websites following complaints that these were being misused for 

communal propaganda.  

5. However, the notices will be displayed on the notice boards of the offices concerned. 

6. These provisions have been challenged in the Supreme Court recently on the grounds that they 

violate the privacy of the couples, their dignity and right to marry.  

7. In the case of Hindu and Muslim marriage laws, there is no requirement of prior notice and, 

therefore, such a requirement in the SMA, say experts, violates the right to equality of those 

opting for marriage under it. 

 

What are the other options for registration of inter-faith marriages? 

1. Many opt for inter-faith marriages through the relevant law of the faith of one of the parties.  

2. This will involve one of them converting to the religion professed by the other.  
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3. While conversion to Islam and Christianity has formal means, there is no prescribed ceremony 

for conversion to Hinduism.  

4. The Hindu Marriage Act is also applicable to “any person who is a convert or re-convert to the 

Hindu, Buddhist, Jaina or Sikh religion”.  

5. In a recent ruling, the Allahabad High Court declined to grant police protection to a couple, of 

whom the bride was a Muslim who converted to Hinduism, citing past precedents that said 

conversion should be based on change of heart and conviction and should not be solely for the 

purpose of marriage. 

6. Based on a Kerala High Court recommendation, the Law Commission of India had 

recommended in 2010 that every person who has converted may be allowed to send a 

declaration within a month to the officer who registers marriages in the area, and it may be 

confirmed in person after 21 days.  

7. However, this recommendation was not made applicable to States that have a Freedom of 

Religion Act (which are essentially anti-conversion laws). 

 

States against conversion for the sake of marriage: 

Even though Uttar Pradesh (U.P.) and Karnataka have spoken about a separate enactment, at least two 

States have legal provisions to the effect. 

The Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019, and the Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 

2018, both prohibit conversion by misrepresentation, force, fraud, undue influence, inducement, 

allurement and ‘by marriage’. 

There is a separate section in both laws under which, not conversion for the purpose of marriage, but 

marriage has done solely for the purpose of conversion, may be declared null and void by a family court 

based on a suit by either party. 

The U.P. State Law Commission has recommended a similar Freedom of Religion law in the State and 

favours a provision under which marriages solemnized solely for the conversion of one of the parties 

may be nullified by a family court. 

 

Conclusion: 

It is indeed salutary as a principle that inter-faith couples retain their religious beliefs separately and 

opt for marriage under the Special Marriage Act.  

However, this principle cannot be used to derogate from personal choice or become a ruse to interfere 

in the individual freedom to forge matrimonial alliances. 
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6.A secure future for platform workers 

 

 

 

Context: 

The Code on Social Security Bill, 2020, for the first time in Indian law, attempted to define ‘platform 

work’ outside of the traditional employment category.  

Parliament has passed 3 labour code bills aimed at labour welfare reforms covering more than 50 

crores organized and unorganized workers in the country.  

This opens up the doors for social security to those in the self-employment sector. These three Bills 

are: 

1. Social Security Code, 2020. 

2. Code on Occupational Safety, Health & Working Conditions Code, 2020 

3. Industrial Relations Code, 2020 

 

Positives by passage of these Labour Codes: 

1. The three Codes simplify labour laws by subsuming 25 central labour laws that have been on the 

table for at least 17 years. 

2. It will provide a big boost to industry & employment and will reduce multiplicity of definition 

and multiplicity of authority for businesses. 

3. The codes also simplify archaic laws dealing with industrial disputes and revamp the 

adjudication process, which will pave the way for early resolution of disputes. 
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4. The codes provide for a single licensing mechanism. It will give fillip to industries by ushering in 

substantive reform in the licensing mechanism.  

Currently, industries have to apply for their licence under different laws. 

 

The Code on Social Security Bill, 2020: To define ‘platform work’: 

It says: “Platform work means a work arrangement outside of a traditional employer-employee 

relationship in which organisations or individuals use an online platform to access other organisations 

or individuals to solve specific problems or to provide specific services or any such other activities 

which may be notified by the Central Government, in exchange for payment.”  

While the long overdue move to recognise platform work has been made, the Code has drawn 

criticism from platform workers’ associations for failing to delineate it from gig work and unorganised 

work.  

 

Role of Platform Workers during Pandemic COVID-19: 

The role of platform workers amidst the pandemic has presented a strong case to attribute a more 

robust responsibility to platform aggregator companies and the State.  

As argued by Experts, platform workers were responsible for delivery of essential services during the 

pandemic at great personal risk to themselves.  

They have also been responsible for keeping platform companies afloat despite the pandemic-induced 

financial crisis.  

This has cemented their role as public infrastructures who also sustain demand-driven aggregators.  

The dependence of companies on platform workers merits a jointly assumed responsibility by public 

and private institutions to deliver welfare measures. 

 

Criticism from platform worker’s associations to the Bill: 

A categorical clarification could ensure that social security measures are provided to workers without 

compromising the touted qualities of platform work: flexibility and a sense of ownership. 

An ongoing global conversation on platform workers’ rights has been around the misclassification of 

platform workers as ‘independent contractors’; adjudications and emerging amendments to labour 

laws in Ontario and California have shown a move towards granting employee status to platform 

workers, thus guaranteeing minimum wage and welfare benefits.  

This is the view propagated by international agencies in the EU, including the European Trade Union. 
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Flexibility of the platform workers and contrasting reality: 

The ostensible preference for employment status stems from the fact that while platform work 

promises workers flexibility and ownership over delivery of work, they are still largely dictated by 

mechanisms of control wired by the algorithm.  

This affects pricing per unit of work, allocation of work, and hours. Additionally, entry into on-demand 

platform work like ride sharing and food delivery are dependent on existing access to vehicular assets.  

The average Indian worker on a ride-sharing platform has limited access to such capital.  

Thus, to enter the platform economy, workers rely on intensive loan schemes, often facilitated by 

platform aggregator companies.  

This results in dependence on platform companies, driven by financial obligations, thus rendering 

flexibility and ownership moot in the short- to middle-term investment cycle. 

 

Contrasting reality: 

However, contrasting evidence suggests that for specific categories of workers with basic access to 

capital, the flexibility of the platform is a significant attraction.  

Smallholder agrarian labour migrants with access to vehicular assets and capital hailing from peri-

urban areas rely on the low barrier of entry and flexibility of platform work to accumulate wealth that 

they invest back into farm work. 

The Code states the provision of basic welfare measures as a joint responsibility of the Central 

government, platform aggregators, and workers.  

However, it does not state which stakeholder is responsible for delivering what quantum of welfare.  

 

Avoidable overlaps and ambiguities: 

1. Although unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers have been separately defined 

under the new code, unorganised workers are the whole set, and gig and platform workers are 

subsets.  

2. The definition of unorganised workers is exhaustive enough to include gig and platform workers.  

a. For example, an app-based taxi driver can be considered as both a gig and platform 

worker.  

b. He/she also qualifies as an unorganised sector worker. As this report points out, “there is 

no employee-employer relationship”.  
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3. Appointment letters are not issued, social security benefits are absent, work hours are not 

regulated by the employer, and it is quite probable that the app-based taxi driver may choose to 

also simultaneously work for a competitor taxi aggregator.  

4. Therefore, “the nature of the work involved may lie outside the purview of a traditional 

‘employer-employee relationship’, making him/her a ‘gig worker’”. 

5. But because of the nature of the work, the driver is able to pursue this job only through an 

online platform.  

6. Hence, this would meet the definition of a ‘platform worker’ as well, making him/her an 

‘unorganised worker’, as he/she may be self-employed. 

7. With such overlap across definitions, it is unclear how schemes specific to these categories of 

workers will apply.  

8. In section 109 of the bill, social security for unorganised sector’s workers has been provided. In 

section 114, social security for gig and platform workers has been provided. This is an 

unnecessary duplication. 

 

Conclusion: 

To mitigate operational breakdowns in providing welfare services, a tripartite effort by the State, 

companies, and workers to identify where workers fall on the spectrum of flexibility and dependence 

on platform companies is critical. 

A way forward for platform workers is through a socio-legal acknowledgement of the heterogeneity of 

work in the gig economy, and the ascription of joint accountability to the State and platform 

companies for the delivery of social services. 

 
 
7.Can the right to work be made real in India? 
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Context: 

As economies around the world struggle to recover from the double whammy of a pandemic and a 

lockdown, unemployment is soaring.  

In India, the land of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), the 

promise of jobs and the politics of unemployment have a long history.  

Can a citizen demand work as a right, and is it the state’s responsibility to provide employment?  

 

What is the legal status of the right to work internationally and in India? 

The Right to work was a big topic of discussion after World War II, and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights includes the right to work in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights.  

In India, we don’t have a constitutional right to work. But what we do have is MGNREGA.  

This is a step in the direction of a right to work, but it is a statutory right. Under MGNREGA, a person 

can hold the state accountable for not fulfilling the right by demanding an unemployment allowance.  

But if the law is amended or withdrawn, the right vanishes. 

 

Implementation of Right to Work in India: 

India has been seeing a declining jobs-to-GDP ratio, and mostly jobless growth, with labour also subject 

to the laws of the market. 

It is precisely under these circumstances that this right becomes important. The term ‘Right to work’ is 

often used in the context of unemployment or lack of availability of work.  

But there is also another sense of it, which is the right to earn my livelihood without any obstruction.  

In both these senses, what we have seen in the past few decades is that the path of development not 

only does not create adequate employment opportunities, it also actively dispossesses or displaces 

people from their means of livelihood.  

So, on the one hand, displacement and dispossession, and on the other, failure to create new jobs 

make it all the more important to imagine the right to work in a creative way and make it legally 

enforceable. 

 

Present Worker Rights in India: 

1. Protective labour laws existed in India, they apply to a minuscule sliver of the labour force, say, 

people in permanent government jobs. 
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2. For the rest, there is very little legal protection, very poor awareness of the protections that 

exist, and weak implementation. 

3. So, given the constraints in state capacity when it comes to enforcing labour laws, tightening the 

labour market is a great way to ensure that workers are treated well. 

4. A good employment guarantee programme would function as far as the rights ‘in work’ are 

concerned. 

5. If the state steps in and significantly reduces the surplus labour, particularly in the casual market, 

it automatically creates the conditions for better treatment of workers. 

 

How exactly do we make the right to work, work? 

1. One approach is Decentralised Urban Employment and Training, or DUET, which has been 

around for some time.  

2. The idea here, like with MGNREGA, is to create new employment opportunities so that those 

who are unemployed may be gainfully employed and earn a dignified living.  

3. This dignity is supposed to come from work conditions, such as being paid a fair wage and 

having regulated work hours, and also from the social value of the work that people do useful 

things such as repairing school buildings, cleaning parks, and so on. 

4. For DUET, urban local bodies can issue job vouchers to certified public institutions such as 

schools and universities for pre-approved tasks.  

5. These institutions can only use the vouchers to hire labour for pre-defined tasks — e.g. painting 

school buildings, repairing broken furniture, and so on.  

6. A whole range of skills can be accommodated. So, this is a workable agenda, but to make it 

workable, we need not only politically will, but also fiscal resources. 

7. The right to work is not only about lack of adequate work but also the profound lack of public 

goods and assets, in urban India generally.  

8. It is the state’s responsibility to provide these public goods, and this imperative can be combined 

with an employment creation programme just like MGNREGA does in rural areas.  

9. In MGNREGA too, the asset creation part is often under-emphasised, and it would be good to 

bring both these things together through an urban employment guarantee.  

10. Interestingly, three States- Odisha, Jharkhand and Himachal Pradesh have launched something 

along these lines in the wake of COVID-19.  

11. There are bits of these policies that could be used if we wanted to try it out on a national scale.  
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12. Together with MGNREGA, an Urban Employment Guarantee can be a very important piece of 

the puzzle, on the way to ensuring the right to work. 

 

Case Study: 

In this context, people often cite the example of Thailand, which has a universal basic healthcare 

system that is Labour-Intensive.  

It solves two problems at the same time: it builds social infrastructure, and creates jobs.  

Is this something India can adopt? 

Absolutely. It is incumbent on the state to provide basic services such as health, education and 

housing, and in providing them, employment is generated.  

There may be some disagreement on whether it is the state itself that should provide, or if there should 

be room for private provisioning. 

We are nowhere near countries that are comparable in GDP per capita, such as Vietnam, and countries 

that spend much more on public goods as a percentage of their GDP. We should do that. That will 

create jobs. 

The government has whittled down 44 labour laws into four labour codes that labour organisations 

have criticised as a dilution of workers’ rights.  

Just to connect this to what we were saying about employment guarantee earlier, an effective 

employment guarantee programme can be an excellent solution to the structural weakness of labour.  

So, given the constraints in state capacity when it comes to enforcing labour laws, tightening the 

labour market is a great way to ensure that workers are treated well.  

If the state steps in and significantly reduces the surplus labour, particularly in the casual market, it 

automatically creates the conditions for better treatment of workers. 

 

Conclusion: 

The right to work essentially plays into capitalism and the work ethic, the right to work is the right to be 

exploited by capital. And that is a perfectly fair point of view.  

If you are really looking at the future of humanity, then one cannot take a narrow perspective.  

Work should be fulfilling, work should be creative, and work has to be put in its place, which is 

hopefully a very small place. 
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8.How will the government regulate online news and OTT platforms? 

 

 

 

Context: 

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has found a vast swathe of unregulated content, namely 

news online and Over the top (OTT) platforms which had escaped any architecture of regulation.  

In a move that will have a far-reaching impact, the Union government has brought Over The Top (OTT) 

platforms, or video streaming service providers such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and others, under the 

ambit of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

 

Present regulation bodies for OTT platforms: 

Currently, there is no law or autonomous body governing digital content. In a gazette notification 

issued and signed by President Ram Nath Kovind, online films, digital news and current affairs content 

now come under the purview of the I&B Ministry. 

While the print was regulated by the Press Council of India and Television, both News and 

Entertainment, were being regulated by the Cable Networks Regulation Act (2005), content on online, 

the Government felt, fell into a black hole with no oversight. 

Though there is no regulatory mechanism for OTTs as of now, all such platforms come under the 

Information technology Act, 2000 as they qualify to be called as Intermediaries.  

Section 79 of the IT Act, intermediaries must exercise due diligence while streaming content. The 

Guidelines for due diligence have also been framed by the government in 2011. 
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What is an Over-The-Top platform (OTT)? 

1. OTTs are streaming media services that streams content online. They stream content directly on 

internet through some means such as applications. 

2. The term OTT is generally used to describe the video-on-demand platforms like Netflix, Amazon 

prime, etc but OTTs also include audio streaming, messaging, internet-based voice calling 

services. 

3. OTT bypasses cable, broadcast, and satellite television platforms, the companies that 

traditionally act as a controller or distributor of such content. 

4. Content is streamed over the public Internet, rather than a closed, private network with 

proprietary equipment such as set-top boxes. 

5. OTT is also used by traditional distributor of content to live stream specialty channels. 

 

What does the notification mean? 

With the issuance of the gazette notification, the Government of India will be able to keep a check on 

the content on Over The Top (OTT) platforms as well as on the news and current affairs content on 

online platforms.  

The OTT platforms might need to apply for the certification and approval of the content they wish to 

stream.  

 

Why there is a call for regulation of OTT platforms? 

The issue of content regulation has always been important in India because of the diverse nature of 

Indian society in terms of religion, economic status, caste and language.  

Therefore, the effect that OTT has on society forms the basis of its regulation by the state. 

The Article 19 which gives a fundamental right to freedom of expression comes with reasonable 

restrictions of decency and public morality, public order, defamation, incitement to offences, etc. 

In times of fast changing entertainment media, government and other stakeholders must come 

together to bring proper framework that will balance the freedom of expression and necessary 

restrictions for the sake of law and order.  

Other countries of the world such as China and USA have come forward to device laws in the wake of 

progress in artificial intelligence and Internet-of-things. India with its huge diversity and demographic 

nature cannot remain behind. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 32 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

Self-regulation is not sufficient: 

Anticipating the government’s intervention, in January 2019, video streaming services had signed a 

self-regulatory code that laid down a set of guiding principles for content on these platforms. 

The code adopted by the OTTs prohibited five types of content: 

1. Content that deliberately and maliciously disrespects the national emblem or national flag. 

2. Any visual or storyline that promotes child pornography. 

3. Any content that “maliciously” intends to outrage religious sentiments. 

4. Content that “deliberately and maliciously” promotes or encourages terrorism and 

5. Any content that has been banned for exhibition or distribution by law or court. 

6. The government had refused to support this code. 

Freedom of creativity: As the medium working on Internet which is relatively free from the regulations 

and censorship norms, it gives a free hand to the content creators to experiment without the fear of 

getting censored in the end.  

OTTs are relatively new and free from formulaic content generation and accepted public morality 

standards, they are highly liberated medium for creative art. 

 

Conclusion: 

The government had been giving enough hints from time to time that it wanted to regulate digital 

media but the exact nature of the regulation it wanted to bring was not clear. 

The government considers digital media and digital aggregators in the same breath but they are 

different things. 

It is unclear whether it is looking at licensing or entry barriers, or any other curbs in digital media. 

There should be a finished industry tie for the achievement of the self-guideline system.  

Having talked about controlling online content it is expected that an excess of restriction/guideline 

could influence the innovative freedom of the content essayists/makers and that thusly will influence 

the viewership of OTT platforms.  

The regulatory framework for OTT platforms has been a work-in-progress since a large portion of 10 

years, and it would appear that we actually have a couple of gaps to fill in. 

However, monitoring content 24×7 has its own challenges. Whether the Ministry will set up a 

committee involving the public to look into complaints received remains to be seen. 
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9.Centre, states must seize opportunity to come together for water governance 

 

                  

 

Context: 

A slew of bills on water awaits Parliament’s approval.  

Two of them, passed by the Lok Sabha, were listed for clearing by Rajya Sabha in the monsoon session 

The Interstate River Water Disputes Amendment Bill 2019 and the Dam Safety Bill 2019.  

The latest centrally sponsored scheme (CSS), Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), too is pumping massive finances 

into achieving universal access to safe and secure drinking water in rural areas otherwise a domain of 

the states.  

JJM presents an opportunity to get states on board for a dialogue towards stronger Centre-states 

coordination and federal water governance ecosystem. 

 

About Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): 

In August, 2019, Government of India launched Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM). 

JJM aims at providing potable water at service level of 55 litre per capita per day (lpcd) to every rural 

household through Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTC) by 2024. 

The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern 

States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories. 

JJM involves large-scale intergovernmental transfers to states at a proposed outlay of Rs 3.6 lakh crore 

(Centre and states together) over the next five years towards universal access to safe and secure 

drinking water in rural areas.  
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In terms of the numbers, this is perhaps the largest CSS so far — larger than even the MGNREGA or the 

PMGSY. 

 

To deal with the emerging challenges of inter-state water governance: 

A NITI Aayog report held that 21 major cities are expected to run out of groundwater as soon as 2020 

which may affect nearly 100 million people. 

Moreover, the 2030 Water Resources Group projects a 50% gap between water demand and water 

supply in India by 2030. 

The two bills under Parliament’s consideration attend to longstanding issues of inter-state externalities.  

The Interstate River Water Disputes Amendment Bill 2019 seeks to improve the inter-state water 

disputes resolution by setting up a permanent tribunal supported by a deliberative mechanism, the 

dispute resolution committee.  

The Dam Safety Bill 2019 aims to deal with the risks of India’s ageing dams, with the help of a 

comprehensive federal institutional framework comprising committees and authorities for dam safety 

at national and state levels.  

The other pending bills also propose corresponding institutional structures and processes. 

 

Long-term national water security and sustainability: 

The agenda of future federal water governance is not limited to these issues alone.  

There are a whole set of reasons some well-known and others new why a coordinated response from 

the Centre and states is vital.  

These include emerging concerns of long-term national water security and sustainability, the risks of 

climate change, and the growing environmental challenges, including river pollution.  

These challenges need systematic federal response where the Centre and the states need to work in a 

partnership mode. 

 

Water Rejuvenation: Co-operative Federalism need to work in letter and spirit: 

1. Greater Centre-states coordination is also crucial for pursuing the current national projects 

whether Ganga river rejuvenation or inland navigation or inter-basin transfers.  

2. The River Boards Act 1956 legislated under the Entry 56 has been in disuse. No river board was 

ever created under the law.  
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3. The Centre’s role is largely limited to resolving inter-state river water disputes. That, too, a 

detached one in setting up tribunals for their adjudication. 

4. Combined with the states’ dominant executive power, these conditions create challenges for 

federal water governance.  

5. The country is ill-equipped to address the governance of increasingly federalised waters to 

pursue its development and sustainability goals. 

6. However, water governance is perceived and practiced as the states’ exclusive domain, even 

though their powers are subject to those of the Union under the Entry 56 about inter-state river 

water governance.  

7. This state of affairs puts the proposed bills at a disadvantage. Each bill proposes their own 

institutional mechanisms and processes leaning on closer Centre-state coordination and 

deliberation.  

8. The disputes resolution committee and dam safety authority rely on active Centre-states 

participation.  

9. Segmented and fragmented mechanisms bear the risks of the federal water governance gap. 

The massive central assistance through JJM is an opportunity to open a dialogue with the states 

to address this gap. 

 

Water Governance is must for Sustainable Development: 

1. Water governance is widely acknowledged as an important factor for sustainable development.  

2. Thus, a concerted effort of all stakeholders is required for resolving conflicts and developing a 

shared vision for the use of water resources to support economic growth, social development 

and environmental protection. 

3. Drinking water supply is within the states’ domain of responsibilities. They are equipped with 

the institutional channels for this purpose.  

4. It has to ensure that the states maintain the assets and facilities created through the mission.  

5. Such institutionalisation is most critical for JJM’s success. States will certainly appreciate the 

much-needed succour to strengthen their institutions and improve the delivery of this essential 

service to its populations. 

 

Conclusion: 

The symbiotic phase of implementing JJM can be productively used to engage in a dialogue with the 

states about the larger water resources management agenda, beyond the mission’s goals.  
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It can discuss the contours of Centre-state partnership for the success of the above two bills and move 

towards a robust federal water governance ecosystem.  

There is a need to carry out some essential reforms as recommended by Mihir Shah committee 

The dialogue can consider the long-recommended idea of distributing responsibilities and partnership-

building between the Centre and states to long-term water security goals.  

The Centre can work with the states in building a credible institutional architecture for gathering data 

and producing knowledge about water resources a foundational necessity to address most federal 

water governance challenges. 

 

10.What mechanism do you have against fake news, Supreme Court asks Centre 

 

                    

 

Context: 

The Supreme Court has recently asked the Centre to explain its “mechanism” against fake news and 

bigotry on air, and to create one if it did not already exist. 

The Court said it was “disappointed” with the contents of the latest government affidavit, filed by 

Information and Broadcasting Secretary, in the Tablighi Jamaat case. 

The case is based on petitions against the communal colour given by certain sections of the electronic 

media to the holding of a Tablighi Jamaat event in the National Capital during the lockdown. 
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The Jamiat petitions has sought a direction from the court to the Ministry to identify and take strict 

action against sections of the media that communalised the Tablighi incident. 

 

About Fake News: 

Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or deceive readers. Fake news, 

defined by the New York Times as “a made-up story with an intention to deceive”. 

Usually, these stories are created to influence people’s views, push a political agenda or cause 

confusion and can often be a profitable business for online publishers. 

Fake news is not a new phenomenon which is linked to the rise of social media, on the contrary from 

the times of ancient Greece, the governments and political actors have always invested in 

disinformation campaigns to build narratives of their choice. 

Fake news stories can deceive people by looking like trusted websites or using similar names and web 

addresses to reputable news organizations. 

There are three elements to fake news; Mistrust, misinformation and manipulation. 

 

Causes for Rise in Fake News: 

1. Many people now get news from social media sites and networks and often it can be difficult to 

tell whether stories are credible or not. Social media sites can play a big part in increasing the 

reach of these types of stories. 

2. Everyone is busy in sharing/liking/commenting on news items without checking the authenticity 

of news. 

3. Traditionally we got our news from trusted sources, journalists and media outlets that are 

required to follow strict codes of practice. However, the internet has enabled a whole new way 

to publish, share and consume information and news with very little regulation or editorial 

standards. 

4. Fake news is no longer being considered a rare or isolated phenomenon, but appears to be 

organized and shrewdly disseminated to a target population.  

5. It is believed that the high possibility of these organized bodies coming into existence with the 

help of political influence. 

6. The immense popularity of vernacular social media platforms in India is exploited for the spread 

of fake news. 

 

Supreme Court’s poser: 
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For the past two months, the court has been asking the government to give a clear answer to whether 

the regulatory provisions of the Cable TV Network (Regulation) Act of 1995, meant for cable networks, 

would apply to TV broadcasts.  

“We want to know if the government has any power to question or ban TV broadcasting signals,” Chief 

Justice had asked the government in the previous hearing. 

Government referred to the power to prohibit transmission of certain programmes under Section 19 of 

the 1995 Act.  

However, he agreed to file an “elaborate” affidavit, which would be the third in a row from the 

government side. The CJI had termed the first one, filed by an under-secretary, “evasive” and even 

“nonsensical.” 

The Jamiat petitions has sought a direction from the court to the Ministry to identify and take strict 

action against sections of the media that communalised the Tablighi incident. 

 

Threats posed by spreading of Fake News: 

1. Fake news can reduce the impact of real news by competing with it. 

2. In India, the spread of fake news has occurred mostly with relation to political and religious 

matters. 

3. However, misinformation related to COVID-19 pandemic was also widely circulated. 

4. Fake news spread through social media in the country has become a serious problem, with the 

potential of it resulting in mob violence. 

 

Measures by government: 

1. Internet shutdowns are often used by the government as a way to control social media rumours 

from spreading. 

2. Ideas such as linking Aadhaar to social media accounts have been suggested to the Supreme 

Court of India by the Attorney General. 

3. In some parts of India like Kannur in Kerala, the government conducted fake news classes in 

government schools. 

4. The government is planning to conduct more public-education initiatives to make the 

population more aware of fake news. 

5. Fact-checking has sparked the creation of fact-checking websites in India to counter fake news. 
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Way Forward: 

The government must take the initiative to make all sections of the population aware of the realities of 

this information war and evolve a consensus to fight this war. Strict action against the fake news 

providers. 

Government should have independent agency to verify the data being circulated in social and other 

media. The agency should be tasked with presenting real facts and figures. 

Social media websites should be made accountable of such activities so that it becomes their 

responsibility to have better control over the spread of fake news. 

The artificial intelligence technologies, particularly machine learning and natural language processing, 

might be leveraged to combat the fake news problem. 

 

 
 
11.Changing the discourse on victim jurisprudence 

 

             

 

Introduction: 

With the state firmly planted in the driver’s seat, the engine of our criminal justice system runs full 

throttle in the name of justice; but on-boards only the accused and the functionaries.  

The primary victims’ mere witnesses in the eyes of the law are side-lined and left to their own 

resources.  
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The victims, for no fault of their own, are frequently left without remedy where the institutions geared 

towards securing justice to them fail to deliver.  

Any reform in criminal laws would be incomplete without accounting for these concerns. 

 

Reforming our Criminal Justice system: 

While several steps have been taken to come up with remedies, progress has been piecemeal and 

marked by judicial initiative rather than legislative enterprise.  

While the Supreme Court has led the movement for recognition of victim rights to access to justice, 

compensation and assistance, little has changed in terms of both the black letter of the law and the 

ground realities.  

There is an overwhelming need to re-conceptualise the institutions of our criminal justice system to 

account for victims both at the pre- and post-crime levels. As opposed to post-crime mitigation and 

rehabilitation, a pre-crime conceptualisation of victimisation is geared towards prevention. 

 

Victim’s Rights and Needs: 

1. In a post-crime scenario, however, there is a need to shed the image of the victim as a mere 

witness and to institutionally recognise their rights and requirements.  

2. The same thing can be achieved through a legislative recognition of the following points.  

3. First, the conceptualisation of access to justice for victims requires viewing such access less in 

terms of Directive Principles of State Policy under Article 39A, and more as a fundamental right 

under Articles 14 and 21.  

4. There is an urgent need to strengthen the complaint mechanism for non-registration of FIR. 

sec154(3) Code of Criminal Procedure, and extension of Section 166A(c) in the Indian Penal Code 

to all cognisable offences.  

5. Further, access to justice also requires the creation of victim-friendly procedures that are aimed 

at reducing their inconvenience. 

6. Second, it is imperative to recognise the need for effective victim participation.  

7. Currently, the victims and their counsels are entitled to extremely limited participation.  

8. In line with the global trend, there is a need to recognise the right of victims to be heard at all 

appropriate stages of a trial. Victim Impact Statements can help accord this right.  

9. Moreover, substantive access to justice also requires access to legal aid. Such legal aid has the 

potential to culminate in effective victim participation if provided to the victim from the stage of 

reporting to the stage of sentencing and appeal. 
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Right to information along with Right to protection for Victims: 

1. Legal aid to victims is also imperative for fruition of their right to information. The right to 

information, in turn, enables their access to all other rights.  

2. Victims must be entitled to information regarding their role in the criminal justice process, what 

they can expect from the criminal justice system, status of the trial, and also their other rights 

and entitlements as a victim of crime. 

3. Fourth, the right to information can also go a long way in securing the right to protection.  

4. The victim must be kept abreast of all developments in the trial process which may potentially 

compromise their security.  

5. This would require intimation of the victim in connection with any hearing changing the nature 

of the accused’s custody including his release on bail or parole.  

6. The framework for such intimation is already available to specific victims in Section15A of the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.  

7. Other measures for witness protection such as relocation and change in identity, as provided 

for in the Witness Protection Scheme, too need to be reviewed and enforced effectively. 

 

Assistance to Victim by government as a role of Facilitator: 

The concept of assistance as envisaged in the 1985 UN Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for 

Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power needs to be recognised as a right, not merely for victims of rape 

and acid attack, but for all victims of crime in general.  

The state must play the role of a facilitator in providing to the victims all such assistance as is necessary 

medical, psychological, financial and material.  

The same would require institutional capacity building, through ramping up of infrastructure such as 

one-stop centres, training of existing functionaries, and by engaging with and promoting the non-

governmental organisations involved in providing such assistance to victims. 

 

Compensation and provision of Restitution: 

1. The right to compensation, recognised to a limited extent under our current laws, is lacking in 

many respects.  

2. Primarily, the political will for its enforcement at a state level has been found to be wanting.  

3. Additionally, the Victim Compensation Scheme provided for under Section 357A of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure must be revitalised by revising it in terms of accessibility and adequacy. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 42 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

4. Finally, the right to restitution must be separated from the right to compensation.  

5. Both terms have been used inter-changeably in our criminal justice system, leading to a large 

degree of confusion.  

6. But if the scheme of the 1985 Declaration is adopted, restitution can be differentiated from 

compensation in that the first right is enforceable against the accused while the second right is 

enforceable against the state. 

7. In this sense, the right to restitution is already present to some extent in Section 357A of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, but has been mis-termed as ‘compensation’.  

8. Section 357 provides that where the court imposes a sentence of fine, the court may use the 

same, in whole or in part, for paying compensation for any loss or injury.  

The Supreme Court has repeated that the provision should be used liberally. The same must be made 

mandatory wherever appropriate. 

 

Way Ahead: 

Crime prevention is an oft-cited but least studied aspect of our criminal justice system.  

Examination of crime-prevention from the victim’s perspective is even rarer. Among other methods, 

situational crime prevention through risk-mapping and vulnerability-mapping stands out in terms of 

viability and efficacy.  

A truly effective criminal justice system can identify potential victims and to put measures to protect 

them in place before the incidence of crime itself. Capacity building and effective implementation are 

key to such endeavours. 

 

Conclusion: 

The global discourse on victim jurisprudence has now matured enough to be incorporated directly into 

our laws.  

Till now, presently a criminal justice system focuses on two values — of crime control and due process.  

But in line with Douglas E. Beloof’s addendum to Packer’s models, there is a need to introduce a third 

value victim participation.  

Without such a value, the aim of justice will remain unfulfilled; always just a little out of reach. 
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12.Biden, India and comfort in the old normal 

 

                        

 

Context: 

With U.S. Democratic candidate and former Vice-President Joe Biden seizing the lead in the presidential 

elections that puts him at the cusp of victory, the attention in India turns to what kind of foreign policy 

changes he will bring to India-U.S. relations.  

In his victory speech, he emphasised on a message of unity and said the time has now come to “heal 

and restore the soul of America.”  

I pledge to be a president who seeks not to divide but to unify. For all those of you who voted for 

President Trump, I understand the disappointment tonight. Now let’s give each other a chance.  

It’s time to put away the harsh rhetoric, lower the temperature, see each other again, listen to each 

other again. Let this grim era of demonization in America begin to end — here and now. 

 

Kamala Harris as vice president was long overdue, says Biden: 

US President-elect Joe Biden has said that he would be honoured to be serving with Kamala Harris, who 

scripted history by becoming the first woman and first daughter of immigrants ever elected to national 

office in this country.  

"I will be honoured to be serving with a fantastic vice president Kamala Harris — who will make history 

as the first woman, first Black woman, first woman of South Asian descent, and first daughter of 

immigrants ever elected to national office in this country," Biden said in his victory speech in 

Wilmington. 

 

Joseph Biden policies towards Iran, Afghanistan, Taliban and Pakisatan: 
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1. A bit of history may hold some clues. In September 2009, U.S. President Barack Obama had 

tasked his Vice-President, Joseph Biden, with building an alternative plan to Afghanistan, to 

present to U.S. Generals who were pushing for the “surge” or an influx of up to 400,000 troops 

to win the war in Afghanistan.  

2. Mr. Biden fought long and hard, building on multiple visits to the region, and suggested that the 

U.S. did not need more troops; instead it needed to pull out, and focus on a five-point agenda 

for what he called “Counter-terrorism Plus”.  

3. On Pakistan, a country that gave him one of its highest civilian honours, the Hilal-e-Pakistan, Mr. 

Biden favoured a policy of engagement in order to deal with the Taliban. 

4. Eventually, Mr. Obama did not go with the Biden plan, and ended up with following the 

military’s plan for a surge of about 33,000 extra troops instead.  

5. A decade later, it was President Donald Trump who picked up ideas similar to the Biden plan, 

when he ordered a large-scale pullout of U.S. troops, limited U.S. presence at bases and its 

mission in Afghanistan, while appointing Zalmay Khalilzad to build a reconciliation process with 

the Taliban.  

6. While the relative merits of the different American strategies on Afghanistan will be judged in 

the future, what this shows is that the specific policies of Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump in the 

international arena may not differ as much as their political styles and their ideologies do. 

 

 

Iran hopes for a change in 'destructive US policies' after Biden win: 

Iran's first vice president said he hoped for a change in "destructive US policies" after Democrat Joe 

Biden captured the U.S. presidency, adding that the era of Donald Trump and his "adventurous and 

belligerent" administration was over.  

Relations between Iran and the United States have taken a turn for the worse since 2018, when Trump 

pulled out of Tehran's nuclear deal with six powers and reimposed crippling sanctions.  

 

What has Biden’s approach been towards terrorism? 

Obama and Biden also strengthened cooperation with India to fight terrorism in each of their countries 

and across the region. 

“Biden believes there can be no tolerance for terrorism in South Asia – cross-border or otherwise”, his 

campaign document says. 
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While there is not much he said during his time in the administration on Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, 

Indian government hopes that he will be carrying forward the legacy of the US administration’s 

approach towards India-Pakistan when it comes to cross-border terrorism. 

 

Has Joe Biden been a friend of India? 

Much before he became Vice President in the Barack Obama administration, Biden had advocated a 

stronger relationship with India. 

Biden played an important role, both as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and later 

as Vice President, in systematically deepening strategic engagement with India. 

 

In fact, in 2006, three years before he became the Vice-President of the US, Biden announced his vision 

for the future of US-India relations: “My dream is that in 2020, the two closest nations in the world will 

be India and the United States,” he had said. 

Although (then) Senator Obama was initially hesitant to support the Indo-US nuclear deal, Biden led 

the charge and worked with both Democrats and Republicans, to approve the nuclear deal in the US 

Congress in 2008. 

 

With India: Friction areas that need prompt measures: 

Where there is likely to be some friction with the Indian government, especially given India’s pending 

review by the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, is where the Democratic Party 

leadership have been particularly vocal: 

 Jammu-Kashmir, the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, communal and caste-based violence, 

actions against non-governmental organisations and media freedoms.  

These are areas Mr. Trump ignored for most part, but are areas where Mr. Biden once said the U.S. 

“admired” India the most. 

In a speech in 2013 during a visit to Mumbai, Mr. Biden had said: “We admire the way you’ve melded 

ethnicities, faiths and tongues into a single, proud nation;  

The way entrepreneurship seems almost hard-wired into Indian society, from rickshaw-wallas to web 

programmers; and maybe most of all, we admire your democracy and the message that your 

democracy sends to people everywhere in the world.” 

 

Overall, will Biden be a good President for India? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com 46 INSIGHTS IAS 

  
 
www.insightsonindia.com                          INSIGHTS IAS                                 support@insightsias.com 
  

 

Over the last 20 years, every US President — Bill Clinton, George W Bush, Barack Obama and Donald 

Trump — had differences on many issues, but if there was one common theme on which all of them 

agreed was this: a stronger relationship with India. 

What that means is that there has been a tradition of bipartisan support in favour of better ties with 

India, and every US President has made it better than what he inherited from his predecessor over the 

last two decades. 

So, to cut a long story short, there is no reason to believe that Biden will not continue the tradition but 

of course, he will have his own style and nuances, and will put his personal stamp on the relationship. 

 

Conclusion: Multilateral world order and International outlook: 

Above all, Mr. Biden’s foreign policy will be watched for just how much he reverses Mr. Trump’s pull-

out from the multilateral world order, including the World Health Organisation, UNESCO, Human Rights 

Council, agreements such as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Iran nuclear deal and the Paris 

Climate Accord and traditional trans-Atlantic and trans-Pacific alliances.  

Mr. Biden’s foreign policy will also be watched for what concrete measures he takes in order to 

strengthen the rules-based international order, and to ensure the countries that flout it the most, 

including China, Russia, and even the United States are held to account. 

The success of the government’s dealings with Mr. Biden’s administration now depends on how much 

of the “old normal” the Indian government is able to revert to and find comfort over the next few 

months. 

 
13.Lessons from Vietnam and Bangladesh 
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Introduction: 

Vietnam and Bangladesh are on a roll.  

Bangladesh has become the second largest apparel exporter after China, Vietnam’s exports have 

grown by about 240% in the past eight years.  

 

Two nations and their success stories: 

An open trade policy, a less inexpensive workforce, and generous incentives to foreign firms 

contributed to Vietnam’s success.  

Vietnam and Bangladesh have gained enormously from trade. Trade has created wealth and 

employment and lifted millions above the poverty level in less than two decades. 

Vietnam pursues an open trade policy mainly through Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) which ensure that 

its important trading partners like the U.S., the EU, China, Japan, South Korea and India do not charge 

import duties on products made in Vietnam. Vietnam’s domestic market is open to the partners’ 

products. For example, 99% of EU products will soon enter Vietnam duty-free. 

 

Success story of Vietnam: 

1. Vietnam has agreed to change its domestic laws to make the country attractive to investors.  

2. Foreign firms can compete for local businesses. For example, EU firms can open shops, enter the 

retail trade, and bid for both government and private sector tenders.  

3. They can take part in electricity, real estate, hospital, defence, and railways projects. This model 

may not be good for India as it offers no protection to farmers or local producers from imports.  

4. Vietnam being a single-party state can ignore domestic voices. 

5. Over a decade or so, large brands such as Samsung, Canon, Foxconn, H&M, Nike, Adidas, and 

IKEA have flocked to Vietnam to manufacture their products.  

6. Last year, Vietnam received investments exceeding $16 billion. As a result, Vietnam’s exports 

rose from $83.5 billion in 2010 to $279 billion in 2019. 

 

Success story of Bangladesh: 

In Bangladesh, large export of apparels to the EU and the U.S. make the most of the country’s export 

story.  

The EU allows the import of apparel and other products from least developed countries (LDCs) like 

Bangladesh duty-free.  
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Bangladesh is working smartly to diversify its export basket. India, as a good neighbour, accepts all 

Bangladesh products duty-free (except alcohol and tobacco). 

 

Vietnam and Bangladesh models can emulate in India: 

The key learning from Bangladesh is the need to support large firms for a quick turnover.  

Large firms are better positioned to invest in brand building, meeting quality requirements, and 

marketing. Small firms begin as suppliers to large firms and eventually grow. 

Vietnam has changed domestic rules to meet the needs of investors. Most of Vietnam’s exports 

happen in five sectors which has helped increase its growth in trade.  

In contrast, India’s exports are more diversified which are slow to grow but nevertheless provides 

resilience to global shocks in long term. 

To further promote manufacturing and investment, India could set up sectoral industrial zones with 

pre-approved factory spaces.  

A firm should walk in to start operations in a few weeks. There should be no need to search for land or 

obtain many approvals. 

 

Focus on organic economic growth: 

Should a country promote trade at the expense of other sectors?  

To understand this, let’s look at the export to GDP ratio (EGR). Vietnam’s EGR is 107%.  

Such high dependence on exports brings dollars but also makes a country vulnerable to global 

economic uncertainty.  

The EGR of large economies/exporting countries is a much smaller number. The U.S.’s EGR is 11.7%, 

Japan’s is 18.5%, India’s is 18.7%.  

Even for China, with all its trade problems, the EGR is 18.4%. Most such countries, including India, 

follow an open trade policy, sign balanced FTAs, restrict unfair imports, and have a healthy mix of 

domestic champions and MNCs.  

The Economic Complexity Index (ECI), which ranks a country based on how diversified and complex its 

manufacturing export basket is, illustrates this point.  

The ECI rank for China is 32, India 43, Vietnam 79, and Bangladesh 127. India, unlike Vietnam, has a 

developed domestic and capital market.  

 

Diversification of Exports: Industry-specific Exports includes: 
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1. Textiles and garments sector: modification in labour laws (like the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947) 

to remove the limitation on firm size and allow manufacturing firms to grow. 

2. Medical tourism: Setting up of a pan-India tourism board to promote medical value tourism. 

Simplification in the medical visa regime. 

3. Agriculture exports: abolishing Essential Commodities Act and the APMC (Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee) to promote agricultural export. 

4. Medical sector: a single ministry for medical devices and separate regulation for this sector. 

5. While this could revive the global economy, the challenge for India is to secure its GDP growth 

amidst such readjustments. 

 

6. Reforms to ease logistical constraints to exports should continue, rather than merely pursuing a 

sort of ‘race to the bottom’. 

7. India must move up from low-productivity sectors by improving the quality of its human capital. 

8. There is a need to further focus on new products like food commodity so that the growth is 

more resilient and sustainable. Also, it will cushion our exports from the global volatility and 

shocks in the long run. 

 

 

Conclusion: 

While export remains a priority, it is not pursued at the expense of other sectors of the economy.  

The focus is on organic economic growth through innovation and competitiveness.  

With reforms promoting innovation and lowering the cost of doing business, India is poised to attract 

the best investments and integrate further with the global economy. 
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14.China-led mega trade bloc RCEP takes off 

 

               

 

Context: 

15 countries solidified their participation in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).  

Even as India opted to stay out after walking out of discussions last year, the new trading bloc has made 

it clear that the door will remain open for India to return to the negotiating table. 

 

About Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP): 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that was being negotiated 

between 15 (now) countries. 

Described as the “largest” regional trading agreement to this day, RCEP was originally being negotiated 

between 15 countries — ASEAN members and countries with which they have free trade agreements 

(FTAs), namely Australia, China, Korea, Japan, New Zealand. 

The purpose of RCEP was to make it easier for products and services of each of these countries to be 

available across this region.  

Negotiations to chart out this deal had been on since 2013, and India was expected to be a signatory 

until its decision last November. 

The countries involved account for almost half of the world’s population, contribute over a quarter of 

world exports, and makeup around 30% of the global Gross Domestic Product. 

 

Objectives of RCEP: 

1. To lower tariffs, open up trade in services and promote investment to help emerging economies 

catch up with the rest of the world. 
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2. To help reduce costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product anywhere 

within the bloc without meeting separate requirements for each country. 

3. It also touches on intellectual property, but will not cover environmental protections and labour 

rights. 

RCEP aims to boost goods trade by eliminating most tariff and non-tariff barriers, a move that is 

expected to provide the region’s consumers greater choice of quality products at affordable rates.  

It also seeks to liberalise investment norms and do away with services trade restrictions. 

 

Why did India walk out? 

On November 4, 2019, India decided to exit discussions over “significant outstanding issues”.  

According to a government official, India had been “consistently” raising “fundamental issues” and 

concerns throughout the negotiations and was prompted to take this stand as they had not been 

resolved by the deadline to commit to signing the deal.  

Its decision was to safeguard the interests of industries like agriculture and dairy and to give an 

advantage to the country’s services sector.  

According to officials, the current structure of RCEP still does not address these issues and concerns. 

 

How far is China’s presence a factor? 

1. Escalating tensions with China are a major reason for India’s decision. While China’s participation 

in the deal had already been proving difficult for India due to various economic threats, the clash 

at Galwan Valley has soured relations between the two countries.  

2. The various measures India has taken to reduce its exposure to China would have sat 

uncomfortably with its commitments under RCEP. 

3. Major issues that were unresolved during RCEP negotiations were related to the exposure that 

India would have to China.  

4. This included India’s fears that there were “inadequate” protections against surges in imports.  

5. It felt there could also be a possible circumvention of rules of origin— the criteria used to 

determine the national source of a product in the absence of which some countries could dump 

their products by routing them through other countries that enjoyed lower tariffs. 

 

6. India was unable to ensure countermeasures like an auto-trigger mechanism to raise tariffs on 

products when their imports crossed a certain threshold.  
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7. It also wanted RCEP to exclude most-favoured nation (MFN) obligations from the investment 

chapter, as it did not want to hand out, especially to countries with which it has border disputes, 

the benefits it was giving to strategic allies or for geopolitical reasons.  

8. India felt the agreement would force it to extend benefits given to other countries for sensitive 

sectors like defence to all RCEP members. 

9. RCEP also lacked clear assurance over market access issues in countries such as China and non-

tariff barriers on Indian companies. 

 

Implications of India's Exit of RCEP 

1. There are concerns that India’s decision would impact its bilateral trade ties with RCEP member 

nations, as they may be more inclined to focus on bolstering economic ties within the bloc.  

2. The move could potentially leave India with less scope to tap the large market that RCEP 

presents —the size of the deal is mammoth, as the countries involved account for over 2 billion 

of the world’s population. 

3. Exiting RCEP, India can still keep a check on China’s dumping of goods in India. However, from 

needles to the turbine, Chinese goods are all over the Indian market. 

4. Refraining from RCEP will provide protection to the Indian domestic industry from cheap 

imports. 

5. India envisages becoming a manufacturing hub. However, staying out of the RCEP reduces 

opportunities for trading with these countries, which together account for roughly a third of 

global trade. 

6. Manufacturing today requires greater integration with global supply chains. 

7. Signing the agreement would have signalled an embrace of freer trade, which could have aided 

in the shift of companies out of China to India. 

8. India's exit of RCEP may also affect India's Act East policy. 

9. India should have used this as an opportunity to push through contentious but necessary 

reforms that would boost competitiveness. 

10. India has trade deficits with 11 of the 15 RCEP countries, and some experts feel that India has 

been unable to leverage its existing bilateral free trade agreements with several RCEP members 

to increase exports. 

 

Conclusion: 
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India currently has agreements with members like the ASEAN bloc, South Korea and Japan and is 

negotiating agreements with members like Australia and New Zealand.  

Two reviews of the India-Singapore CECA have been completed; the India-Bhutan Agreement on Trade 

Commerce and Transit was renewed in 2016; and  

The India-Nepal Treaty of Trade was extended in 2016. Eight rounds of negotiations have been 

completed for the review of the India-Korea CEPA, which began in 2016.  

India has taken up the review of the India-Japan CEPA and India-ASEAN FTA with its trading partners. 

There is also a growing view that it would serve India’s interest to invest strongly in negotiating 

bilateral agreements with the US and the EU, both currently a work in progress. 
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GENERAL STUDIES III 
 

1.India’s new economic reforms and challenges ahead 

 

                         

 

Context: 

India is in a crisis, with the pandemic battering an already weak economy.  

The national government has struggled, both in terms of managing the pandemic and in trying to 

rescue the economy.  

The crisis and the urgency it has created has, however, led to the beginning of a new set of economic 

reforms.  

These reforms aim to address obstacles to growth that have persisted through the three decades since 

India shifted its basic stance towards economic policymaking. 

 

Recent reforms in various fields: 

1. On the reforms in agricultural markets and marketing, which have the potential to improve 

efficiency in agricultural markets, and perhaps even help farmers earn more as a result.  

2. As farmers’ responses suggest, these benefits are not guaranteed, and the government should 

consider additional reforms that focus on production, risk mitigation, and ensuring competition 

by buyers and intermediaries.  
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3. Improvements in credit access for farmers would also help. An additional possibility is reform of 

the PDS, along with better incentives for farmers to shift into higher-value crops.  

4. This would reduce the damage to the environment that the current narrowly-designed PDS 

creates in states like Punjab, as a recent detailed analysis suggest. 

5. The central government also passed a series of labour law reforms that are designed to 

streamline the regulation of labour.  

6. Like the agricultural reform bills, the urgency of action has led to a lack of prior debate and new 

laws don’t seem to be entirely well thought out.  

 

Manufacturing Boost: Production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for Sustained growth: 

1. The poor performance of India’s manufacturing sector is caused by multiple deficiencies in the 

preconditions for productive investment and growth. 

2. The PLI schemes are useful to signal government support and to jumpstart the economy in 

sectors that are viewed as having potential for growth or that have strategic importance, but 

they will ultimately be a drop in the bucket compared to what is needed.  

3. On top of everything else, broad-based manufacturing growth will still require cleaning up and 

reforming the financial sector.  

4. Perhaps the most central example of the new set of economic reforms is the production-linked 

incentive (PLI) scheme for 10 sectors, ranging across a variety of products and technologies.  

5. The essential idea is to reward growth in sales, and this is certainly better than policies that 

encourage firms to stay small, as did the notorious Small-Scale Reservation schemes of the past.  

6. Encouraging rapid growth with simple and direct monetary incentives seems especially 

attractive as the economy seeks to recover from the pandemic.  

7. But here, too, the government may need to fill out its policy package in a more careful manner. 

8. Sustained growth in manufacturing will come from good physical infrastructure, efficient 

regulation, building a reputation, developing customer and supplier linkages, and so on.  

9. A more rational and trade-friendly tariff structure will also help. The best investment will be 

attracted by an environment that includes all of the above.  

10. As noted earlier, access to labour with the appropriate skills, or the existence of local 

organisations that can impart these skills, is also an important component of sustained 

manufacturing growth.  

 

Structural Reforms are a Key Priority of the Government: 
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1. The Government has taken many initiatives for the welfare of the Farmers.  

2. Soil Health Card, Neem Coating of Urea, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Krishi 

Sinchai Yojana, PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana to name a few.Rs.15 Lakh Crore worth agricultural 

loans are being provided at 4% interest; 77,000 Crore relief has been given to farmers in last 5 years.  

3. Under the initiative of E-Mandi, 1,000 mandis have been connected to the internet and 

transactions worth one lakh crore happened so far. 

4. Through the new reforms, under contract farming, it will be ensured that the ownership will remain 

with the farmer, the contract will only be regarding the crops.  

5. Contract farming will bring in new technology, new seeds and investment.  

6. Through the years low productivity is the biggest problem faced by our farmers.  

7. As investment will grow, the use of technology and new seeds will enhance the productivity. 

8. The objective of agricultural reforms is to empower our farmers and increase agricultural 

productivity by bringing in new techniques, new seeds and new investment; and thus, to increase 

the contribution of agriculture to our national GDP. 

 

Areas which need immediate attention: 

1. Many details are left out of the laws and left up to future executive actions. The reforms aim to 

continue to provide needed protections for labour while increasing flexibility for employers.  

2. Still, there are some valid concerns about adequate safety and health protections for labour 

under the new legal framework, and the dilution of collective bargaining power for labour.  

3. Another issue is the lack of employment protection, and here one has to be agnostic since the 

difficulty of firing industrial labour in India has been a major barrier to hiring. 

4. Of course, flexibility in hiring and firing is not going to be sufficient to improve anaemic 

employment growth.  

5. In addition to other kinds of incentives for industrial growth, one hopes that the government will 

make a serious attempt to collaborate with industry and figure out how to improve the skills of 

India’s workforce, in both depth and breadth.  

6. One of the challenges is that so much employment is in smaller firms, which do not have the 

resources to provide training for workers.  

7. By contrast, India’s software firms had sufficient scale (and high enough profit margins) to train 

their workers who, even as graduates of engineering colleges, did not have the specific skills or 

quality of training needed. 
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Conclusion: 

In any domestic ecosystem of manufacturing, access to credit and capital will have to be smooth and 

efficient.  

India’s financial system has been prone to financial capital being allocated inefficiently, or even just 

stolen. 

Companies such as Apple or Reliance may be able to rely solely on their own funds, but a successful 

economy will require a much better functioning financial sector than the one India has.  

Innovations based on digital technology provide some hope for improving the financing of India’s 

firms, but regulation will have to catch up quickly and make sure that this can happen without 

introducing new kinds of risk. 

In the final analysis, the new set of economic reforms being introduced with urgency by India’s 

national government is barely scratching the surface of what needs to be done for the economy to 

sustain growth at rates that will once again start lifting millions out of poverty. 

 

2.Say ‘no’ to corporate houses in Indian banking 

 

 

 

Context: 

Recently, An Internal Working Group of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recommended that 

corporate houses be given bank licences.  

An Internal Working Group (IWG) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recommended conversion of 

big Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) into banks, hike in promoters’ stake and also a hike in 

minimum capital for new banks, among others. 
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The IWG, headed by PK Mohanty, was constituted by the RBI in June 2020, to review the extant 

ownership guidelines and corporate structure for private sector banks in India. 

 

Major Recommendation of IWG:  

1. Large corporate/industrial houses may be allowed as promoters of banks only after necessary 

amendments to the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (to prevent connected lending and exposures 

between the banks and other financial and non-financial group entities); and  

2. Strengthening of the supervisory mechanism for large conglomerates, including consolidated 

supervision. 

3. Well run large Non-banking Financial Companies (NBFCs), with an asset size of ₹50,000 crore and 

above, including those which are owned by a corporate house, may be considered for 

conversion into banks subject to completion of 10 years of operations and meeting due diligence 

criteria and compliance with additional conditions specified in this regard. 

4. For Payments Banks intending to convert to a Small Finance Bank, track record of 3 years of 

experience as Payments Bank may be considered as sufficient. 

 

Brief Background: First, the idea of allowing corporate houses into banking: 

1. The idea of allowing corporate houses into banking is by no means novel. In February 2013, the 

RBI had issued guidelines that permitted corporate and industrial houses to apply for a banking 

licence.  

2. No corporate was ultimately given a bank licence. Only two entities qualified for a licence, IDFC 

and Bandhan Financial Services. 

3. The RBI maintained that it was open to letting in corporates. However, none of the applicants 

had met ‘fit and proper’ criteria.  

4. The RBI Governor then was Raghuram G. Rajan. Mr. Rajan had headed the Committee on 

Financial Sector Reforms (2008).  

5. The Committee had set its face against the entry of corporate houses into banking.  

6. It had observed, “The Committee also believes it is premature to allow industrial houses to own 

banks. This prohibition on the ‘banking and commerce’ combine still exists in the United States 

today, and is certainly necessary in India till private governance and regulatory capacity 

improve.  

 

The worry is the risks: What would be the rationale for any reversal in the position now?  
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The Internal Working Group report weighs the pros and cons of letting in corporate houses.  

Corporate houses will bring capital and expertise to banking. Moreover, not many jurisdictions 

worldwide bar corporate houses from banking. 

It is the downside risks that are worrying in the extreme.  

As the report notes, the main concerns are interconnected lending, concentration of economic power 

and exposure of the safety net provided to banks (through guarantee of deposits) to commercial 

sectors of the economy. It is worth elaborating on these risks. 

 

 

Corporate houses can easily turn banks into a source of funds for their own businesses: 

1. In addition, they can ensure that funds are directed to their cronies. They can use banks to 

provide finance to customers and suppliers of their businesses.  

2. Adding a bank to a corporate house thus means an increase in concentration of economic 

power.  

3. Just as politicians have used banks to further their political interests, so also will corporate 

houses be tempted to use banks set up by them to enhance their clout. 

4. If the non-bank entities get into trouble, sentiment about the bank owned by the corporate 

house is bound to be impacted. Depositors may have to be rescued through the use of the public 

safety net. 

5. The Internal Working Group believes that before corporate houses are allowed to enter banking, 

the RBI must be equipped with a legal framework to deal with interconnected lending and a 

mechanism to effectively supervise conglomerates that venture into banking.  

6. Corporate houses are adept at routing funds through a maze of entities in India and abroad.  

7. Tracing interconnected lending will be a challenge. Monitoring of transactions of corporate 

houses will require the cooperation of various law enforcement agencies. Corporate houses can 

use their political clout to thwart such cooperation. 

8. Second, the RBI can only react to interconnected lending ex-post, that is, after substantial 

exposure to the entities of the corporate house has happened. It is unlikely to be able to 

prevent such exposure. 

9. Third, suppose the RBI does latch on to interconnected lending. How is the RBI to react?  

10. Any action that the RBI may take in response could cause a flight of deposits from the bank 

concerned and precipitate its failure. The challenges posed by interconnected lending are truly 

formidable. 
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Regulator credibility at stake: 

Fourth, pitting the regulator against powerful corporate houses could end up damaging the regulator.  

1. The regulator would be under enormous pressure to compromise on regulation. Its credibility 

would be dented in the process. This would indeed be a tragedy given the stature the RBI enjoys 

today. 

2. What we have discussed so far is the entry of corporate houses that do not have interests in the 

financial sector.  

3. There are corporate houses that are already present in banking-related activities through 

ownership of Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 

4. Under the present policy, NBFCs with a successful track record of 10 years are allowed to 

convert themselves into banks.  

5. The Internal Working Group believes that NBFCs owned by corporate houses should be eligible 

for such conversion. This promises to be an easier route for the entry of corporate houses into 

banking. 

6. The Internal Working Group argues that corporate-owned NBFCs have been regulated for a 

while. The RBI understands them well.  

7. Hence, some of the concerns regarding the entry of these corporates into banking may get 

mitigated. This is being disingenuous. 

 

It points to privatisation: 

There is another aspect to the proposal that cannot be ignored.  

The real attraction will be the possibility of acquiring public sector banks, whose valuations have been 

battered in recent years. Public sector banks need capital that the government is unable to provide.  

The entry of corporate houses, if it happens at all, is thus likely to be a prelude to privatisation. Given 

what we know of governance in the Indian corporate world, any sale of public sector banks to 

corporate houses would raise serious concerns about financial stability. 

India’s banking sector needs reform but corporate houses owning banks hardly qualifies as one.  

If the record of over-leveraging in the corporate world in recent years is anything to go by, the entry of 

corporate houses into banking is the road to perdition. 

 

Conclusion: 
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There is a world of difference between a corporate house owning an NBFC and one owning a bank.  

Bank ownership provides access to a public safety net whereas NBFC ownership does not. The reach 

and clout that bank ownership provides are vastly superior to that of an NBFC.  

The objections that apply to a corporate house with no presence in bank-like activities are equally 

applicable to corporate houses that own NBFCs. 

In previous experiences where all stakeholders lost money and credibility have given rise to the need of 

new regulations with a very high degree of supervisory mechanism and corporate governance which 

has strong Information Technology (IT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) enabled platform. 

Where a corporate house is a promoter, strict regulations on the use of funds held with the bank and 

monitoring of related party transactions will be essential.  

Fit and proper criterion needs to be fool proof and the common citizens should become the 

beneficiaries in the process. 

 

3.The ‘Time Use Survey’ as an opportunity lost 

 

                          

Context: 

The all India Time Use Survey, 2019 has just been published by the Government of India.  
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As a survey that has covered the entire country for the first time, the National Statistical Office needs 

to be complimented for accomplishing the task. 

It also provides information on time spent on learning, socializing, leisure activities, self-care activities, 

etc., by the household members”. 

In developed countries where literacy is high, time use is recorded in a 24-hour time diary by the 

respondents themselves, using 10-15-minute time slots. 

In India, where literacy is low, the time diary was filled in by interviewers in 30-minute time slots 

through face-to-face interviews.  

The International Classification of Activities for Time-Use Statistics of the United Nations Statistics 

Division, was used for classification of activities. 

 

NSS REPORT: TIME USE IN INDIA- 2019: 

1. Time Use Survey (TUS) provides a framework for measuring time dispositions by the population 

on different activities.  

2. It is an important source of information about the activities that are performed by the 

population and the time duration for which such activities are performed.  

3. One distinguishing feature of Time Use Survey from other household surveys is that it can 

capture time disposition on different aspects of human activities, be it paid, unpaid or other 

activities with such details which is not possible in other surveys. 

4. The primary objective of Time Use Survey (TUS) is to measure participation of men and women 

in paid and unpaid activities.  

5. TUS is an important source of information on the time spent in unpaid caregiving activities, 

volunteer work, unpaid domestic service producing activities of the household members.  

6. It also provides information on time spent on learning, socializing, leisure activities, self-care 

activities, etc., by the household members. 

7. National Statistical Office (NSO) conducted the first Time Use Survey in India during January – 

December 2019.  

8. The survey measures the participation rate and time spent on paid activities, care activities, 

unpaid activities, etc. 

 

Key developments for demand for TUS: 

Two recent developments which have pushed up the demand for TUS globally are the commitment to 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by 2030, and the path-breaking Resolution of the 
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19th International Conference on Labour Statistics, on “Statistics of Work, Employment and Labour 

Underutilization — International Labour Organization 2013”.  

The Government of India is fully committed to the SDGs and has also indicated its inclination to 

implementing the second.  

TUS data are also required for understanding and monitoring major socioeconomic concerns of 

countries.  

Somehow, both these developments have not been incorporated in this first time use survey. 

 

Defining work: 

1. The ILO’s Resolution referred to above presents a new definition of work, new forms of work 

and a new labour force status classification.  

2. It defines “work” as “any activity performed by persons of any sex and age to produce goods or 

provide services for use by others or own use”.  

3. “Work” is divided into five categories: employment (production of goods and services for pay, 

profit or barter); own use production of goods and services by households; unpaid trainee work, 

volunteer work; and other work (compulsory work performed without pay to produce 

goods/services for others).  

4. Unpaid domestic services and unpaid care are now formally recognised as “work” for the first 

time. 

5. Clearly, the Resolution cannot be implemented without time use data. Several countries have 

initiated its implementation, and the ILO has also undertaken pilot studies in several countries.  

6. It was a good opportunity for India to implement the Resolution.  

7. However, the Standing Committee on Labour Force Statistics that designed the time use survey 

decided to keep the Resolution out and conducted an independent TUS.  

8. The TUS does not even have employment as one of the objectives of the TUS. 

 

Why Indian TUS data not adequate: 

1. Time use data are needed for implementing not only the SDG 5.4 on unpaid work, but also for 

implementing the SDG-1 to the SDG-10.  

2. Even for the SDG 5.4 considered to be the most important SDG for measuring and valuing 

unpaid domestic services and unpaid care by women and men, and reducing unpaid work 

through public services and infrastructure — the Indian TUS data are not adequate.  
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3. Unpaid work is usually valued using the input method, i.e. valuing the labour input in unpaid 

work using suitable prices (minimum wages of workers, housekeeper’s wages, opportunity costs 

or specialised wages).  

4. However, this valuation is not adequate, because it values only the labour input and leaves out 

the capital and technology used.  

5. Satellite accounts of unpaid work, however, takes into consideration capital/technology while 

computing the accounts.  

6. Satellite accounts of unpaid work use the principal functions concept, which can be compared 

with the national account’s functions.  

7. Under this approach, unpaid work is presented in terms of this classification of the functions, 

similar to the classification of the functions under the national-accounts.  

8. These accounts would be comparable with the national income accounts, and measure the 

correct contribution of unpaid work to the GDP. 

9. This accounting requires information on the assets of a household that includes assets used in 

domestic services, vehicles used in travel and commuting, and consumer durables, etc. The 

accounting also requires wage rates prevailing in different locations.  

10. There is no data collected on the ownership of the assets by gender, valuation by gender will not 

be feasible. 

 

Average time spent in India according to the report: 

1. Average Indian woman spends 243 minutes, a little over four hours, on these, which is almost 

ten times the 25 minutes the average man does. 

2. An average Indian woman spends 19.5% of her time engaged in either unpaid domestic work or 

unpaid care-giving services. 

3. Men spend just 2.5% of a 24-hour period on these activities. In every other group of activities – 

from employment and learning to socializing, leisure, and self-care activities like sleeping and 

eating – men spend a higher share of their daily time than women. 

4. There seems to be an inverse relationship between age and the amount of time spent by 

women on household chores, but a direct one between age and the time spent by men on these. 

5. While women above the age of 60 see a sharp fall in their domestic work burden, men tend to 

devote a greater time to domestic work when they cross 60. 

6. People engaged in production of goods for own final use- 1 per cent in the country. The 

proportion of such males was 14.3 per cent while it was 20 per cent for women in the country. 
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Breaks in Indian surveys: 

1. Experts have always argued that Indian Employment/Unemployment Surveys, or EUS, tend to 

under-report informal workers, due to the nature of informal employment.  

2. Being frequently intermittent, scattered, temporary, short term or unstable, it is frequently not 

reported accurately by the EUS.  

3. Again, women frequently view work as a part of household work and under-report it.  

4. The EUS are not equipped to collect data on multiple jobs performed by people, the time spent 

on work (i.e. intensity of work), the scattered nature of work, subsistence work, and work 

performed under simultaneous activities.  

5. The TUS, which collects comprehensive information on all human activities, provides improved 

estimates of the workforce as well as shed light on important characteristics of the workforce.  

6. The TUS can thus provide critical information to add the richness of the EUS.  

7. The Expert Committee on the 62nd Round of the NSSO on EUS therefore recommended that a 

national TUS should follow an EUS. 

8. A TUS collects data only for one or two days per person in a week, while according to the ILO, “a 

person is a worker if she/he has spent at least one hour on work in the reference week”.  

9. As informal work is frequently intermittent and irregular, the TUS information on one day’s work 

(for less than one hour) or non-work cannot qualify the person to be a worker or non-worker.  

10. It is quite likely that the person reporting as a non-worker on one day may be working on other 

days, or one reporting work may not work for one hour totally in the week.  

 

Conclusion: 

The TUS cannot provide information on the workforce/employment status of persons.  

It is necessary, therefore, to draw the TUS sample (which is always smaller) from the same sampling 

framework that is used by the labour force survey (EUS), with some common units. The TUS can 

complement the labour force survey (LFS) information.  

The independent TUS cannot provide estimates of the workforce/labour force. 

In short, the Indian TUS has missed two important opportunities of implementing the SDG 5.4 and the 

ILO’s important resolution. 
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4.A clear reading of the Ayurveda surgery move 

 

     

 

Context: 

Recently, a Gazette of India notification by the Central Council of Indian Medicine a statutory body 

under the Indian Medicine Central Council Act, and “which regulates the Indian Medical systems of 

Ayurveda, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and Unani Medicine” identifying surgical procedures that can be 

performed by post-graduate Ayurvedic doctors in Shalya (surgery). 

 

Response to notification: 

1. Many of the reactions are on predictable lines. The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has written 

a curious self-flagellating letter to the Prime Minister.  

2. Allopathic surgeon colleagues are outraged. Social media and WhatsApp groups are abuzz with 

alarmist responses.  

3. Some have portrayed doomsday scenarios, ‘where our children will be operated’ by half-baked 

‘Ayurvedic doctors’ in the future. 

4. We know about Sushruta and his surgical dexterity at a time when the world had not yet woken 

up to the art and the science of surgery.  

5. There are detailed descriptions in the Sushruta Samhita, the ancient Sanskrit text on medicine 

and surgery, of procedures such as rhinoplasty where the nose is reconstructed with tissue from 

the cheek.  

6. It was thousands of years later that modern plastic surgeons described this procedure. 
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After 1947, what the state did? 

1. It is useful to go back a bit into history to understand the imbroglio better. After Independence, 

the Indian state was faced with the difficult task of accommodating both the ascendant modern 

medicine brought in by the British and India’s traditional systems of medicine, notably Ayurveda.  

2. It was suggested that Ayurveda be integrated with modern medicine. It was argued that a 

united system would be more perfect than the Ayurveda as an individual science. 

3. Though there were islands of excellence in the old Ayurveda institutions in Kolkata, Benares, 

Haridwar, Indore, Pune, Mumbai, 

There were two options.  

4. One was to take the best from all systems and integrate them into one cohesive science. This 

was possible but not easy as the systems have certain incompatible differences of approach. 

5. Faced with this vexing question, the state attempted everything. It patronised and encouraged 

formal medical education in modern medicine as well as in other traditional systems.  

6. For a brief period there actually existed ‘integrated’ courses, wherein both Ayurveda and 

Modern medicine were taught to students.  

7. But these withered away partly due to opposition from purists in Ayurveda who were outraged 

by the ‘dilution’ of their science. 

8. Thus, the degree in Ayurvedic medicine became largely an Ayurveda course. However, it was 

necessary out of a practical career compulsion to teach the basics of modern medicine to these 

graduates.  

9. They had to survive in the medical market, which by that time was the dominant form of health 

care in India.  

 

Ayurvedic doctors’ choses areas of nursing homes: 

1. Most Ayurvedic graduates entered general practice. More importantly, several of them went on 

to work in rural and under-served areas. Some set up nursing homes.  

2. In rural Maharashtra, several nursing homes were run by integrated graduates. In Chiplun in the 

Konkan, for instance, the only nursing homes offering emergency obstetric and surgical services 

were run by non-allopathic graduates.  

3. In Mumbai, there is an instance of a homoeopathic graduate manning and training others on the 

extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, or ECMO, a complex heart lung machine in the largest 

unit used for critically-ill COVID-19 patients.  
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4. In Maharashtra, the ‘108’ emergency response ambulance service is manned by non-MBBS 

doctors. During COVID-19, a large number of the quarantine centres were manned by these 

doctors.  

5. Incidentally, they work for less pay which allows hospitals to control costs and even make 

profits. All this is not a rationalisation but an explanation which we ought to know. 

6. In health care, availability is often more important than quality, specialisation and such 

extravagant ideas. 

 

Integrate AYUSH with Modern Medicine for Holistic Health: 

1. Unlike modern medicine, alternative systems follow a more holistic approach, with the objective 

of promoting overall well-being instead of focussing on curing illness alone. 

2. Such an approach assumes greater significance in the case of non-communicable diseases which 

are difficult to treat once they have developed into chronic conditions. 

3. Internationally, greater scientific evidence is becoming available regarding the health impact of 

alternative systems of medicine, especially Yoga. 

4. Apart from a rich heritage in traditional medicine, India has nearly eight lakh registered 

Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) practitioners whose services can be 

better utilised for delivering healthcare to the population. 

5. AYUSH has to be combined with modern medicine for holistic health and to treat non-

communicable diseases effectively. 

6. The ‘Strategy for New India @ 75’ released by NITI Aayog sets out the explicit target of co-

locating AYUSH services in at least 50 per cent of primary health centres, 70 per cent of 

community health centres and 100 per cent of district hospitals by 2022-23. 

 

A silver lining with Ayurveda graduates: 

Ayurveda graduates including surgeons are a large workforce in search of an identity. India needs them.  

If they are creatively and properly trained, they can play important roles in our health-care system. In 

fact, as we have seen in certain situations, they already do. 

On site or ambulance care of trauma victims is in a shambles in India. It is effectively delivered by 

trained paramedics in many countries.  

Given the right training, pay and identity, Ayurvedic surgeons can be trained to strengthen this service 

and save hundreds of lives. 
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Conclusion: 

AYUSH, or Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy, is a priority area for 

the present government.  

The revival of Indian medicine fits well into a certain narrative. Be that as it may, the IMA in its 

opposition to such moves needs to be precise and constructive. Currently, its response is like faux chest 

thumping of a guild of insecure professionals.  

It is a pointer to an urgently needed and serious discussion about utilising India’s large workforce of 

non-MBBS doctors to improve access to decent health care for our ordinary citizens, then it is well 

worth our time. 

 

5.Needed, a policy framework in step with technology 

 

            

 

Introduction: 

As technology has evolved in the latter part of the 20th century and the early part of the 21st century, 

the traditional boundaries between goods and services have blurred.  

By virtue of Moore’s law, computing capabilities have surged faster than capabilities in traditional 

industries.  

These information-based technologies have been widely adopted across a broad range of industries 

and products that traditionally have not been perceived as electronic or software based. 
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Information is the new currency powering economies. The expansion of computing power has driven 

the pace of information gathering and analysis.  

The new currency drives processes and decision-making across a wide array of products and services, 

making them more efficient and value accretive for consumers. 

 

Data is a new currency with evolving Technologies:  

Let us look at a traditional good, the automobile.  

A modern automobile has 40% of its component value from electronic-based products and a modern 

electric vehicle has close to 100 million lines of code, which is more than that used by a Boeing 787 or 

the Chrome browser.  

This is a paradigm shift as the amount of “value add” from intangible technology services as opposed 

to physical objects, even in traditional goods, is being transformed by information. 

Even if you look at a conventional “metal-based” industrial product, information and electronics are 

becoming all-pervasive, ensuring that we set boundaries to control quality or the uptime of the 

equipment.  

There is increasing digitisation and electronification of industrial activities, products and services, 

influencing the evolving skill sets in industry. 

This revolution is taking place across products, as information availability drives efficiency and creates 

value for customers by providing greater control over the product and its surrounding environment.  

And, this is what impels customers to value products that have utilised these evolving technologies. 

 

Working in silos by centre, states and Ministries: 

1. As governments have focused on improving the lives of people, they have looked at economic 

development and industry as catalysts to progress.  

2. To address the needs of various stakeholders, governments have tended to build specialised 

departments and designed policies that govern those areas.  

3. However, over time, as each of these departments grew, they have tended to operate in silos. 

This has for most of the 20th century been reasonably successful in driving economic 

development in countries. 

4. The recent developments in technology have, however, blurred standard boundaries that dictate 

policy framework in most governments.  

5. If you take India, industrial promotion policies look at encouraging capital formation from a 

manufacturing perspective.  
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6. As technology is driving an increasing share of the value add coming from digitisation and data 

analytics in products and services across industry segments, there needs to be a way of 

encouraging capital formation by way of intangibles in traditionally tangible industries. 

7. If you look at the automobile industry, policies are governed by the Heavy Industries and the 

Surface Transport Ministries, respectively.  

8. However, increasing electronification and digitisation of the automobile are not covered by 

industrial policies that govern the Electronics and Information Technology Ministry. 

9. Another example involves drones that could serve different sectors, including agriculture, and 

would require a lot of inter-departmental clearances outside of the Department of Agriculture.  

10. There is increasingly a need for inter-departmental cooperation and synergy not only in policy 

framework but also in deployment. 

 

Guiding principle for modernisation of legal framework for IT: 

1. Traditional legal-regulatory constructs, based on licences and controls, are rule-based legal 

framework that allows for easier enforcement but is rigid and prevents innovation. 

2. The present times call for new legal framework that has the agility and leeway to accommodate 

the pace of technological change in the digital economy. Thus, there we need a new regulatory 

construct to deal with digital market. 

3. One such regulatory regime is Value-based Legal framework that is more resilient to changes in 

technology and business models but requires thoughtful calibration and state capacity for 

enforcement. 

4. Such a policy design will provide legal certainty and also supports innovation.  

5. India’s position on network neutrality (that has been repealed in USA) is an example of values-

based regulatory framework 

6. Future principles could include constructs such as “platform neutrality” to ensure that large 

platforms do not become gatekeepers in digital markets, combined with the wider use of “fair, 

reasonable and non-discriminatory” terms to govern business conduct 

 

Taking an aggregate view: Multi and Cross-disciplinary learning: 

1. The policy, by and large, promotes and gives incentives for manufacturing, whereas the share of 

intangibles, even in traditional manufacturing companies, whether it be software, research and 

development or even servicing of products, are not adequately covered in industrial policies.  

2. This departmentalisation of policies is facing a challenge from technology that very often blurs 

the boundaries served by different policies.  
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3. There is a need to have a holistic view of policies for economic development as technology is 

becoming a significant enabler in most industries.  

4. A change in policy framework regarding economic development that enables various ministries 

to work together is essential.  

5. A sufficiently empowered policy clearing cell could ensure a holistic view on policy across 

departments of government, at the State and the Centre. 

6. In terms of attracting investments, policies have always been driven by subsidies and incentives 

but increasingly, in a competitive scenario, these are becoming hygiene factors.  

7. There is also the larger issue of a shift of value between manufacturing and services as 

technology changes.  

8. It is important to include these to encourage innovation and technological development. 

 

Conclusion: 

In this evolving policy framework, it is important that there is close cooperation and alignment 

between the Centre and State to ensure effective implementation on the ground.  

More significantly, a nourishing ecosystem for industry, including the hard infrastructure and softer 

areas such as education, skilling, technical institutions, laboratories, testing centres, etc., has to be 

cultivated.  

The creation of clusters of companies in adjacent but complementary areas could constitute such an 

ecosystem that encourages multi and cross-disciplinary learning and spur innovation and economic 

development.  

Moreover, this type of ecosphere could also attract investment and capital formation. 

Some of these thoughts could help us navigate through an ecosystem that is changing with 

technology. 
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6.Developing urban wetlands is only way to avert water crisis 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

According to a recent WWF Risk Filter analysis, 100 cities globally will be facing ‘severe water scarcity’ 

by 2050.  

These cities are home to around 350 million people. Climate change and rising population—the total 

population of these cities could increase from 17% in 2020 to around 51% by 2050—have been cited as 

underlying factors.  

Therefore, countries need to make the spread of urbanisation more even apart from undertaking 

urgent climate action.  

Two Indian cities—Jaipur (45) and Indore (75)—feature in the list. Apart from these two, 28 other 

Indian cities are likely to face ‘increasing water risks in the next few decades’, including Kolkata, 

Mumbai, Bengaluru, Lucknow, Delhi and Vishakapatnam. 

 

Importance of Wetlands: 

1. Wetlands provide important ecological services that contribute to watershed functions, most 

notably in pollutant removal, flood attenuation, groundwater recharge and discharge, shoreline 

protection, and wildlife habitat.  

2. The benefit of wetland ecological services generally increases as total wetland cover increases in 

a watershed. 
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3. Wetlands are highly productive ecosystems that provide the world with nearly two-thirds of its 

fish harvest. 

4. Wetlands play an integral role in the ecology of the watershed. The combination of shallow 

water, high levels of nutrients is ideal for the development of organisms that form the base of 

the food web and feed many species of fish, amphibians, shellfish and insects. 

5. Wetlands' microbes, plants and wildlife are part of global cycles for water, nitrogen and sulphur.  

6. Wetlands store carbon within their plant communities and soil instead of releasing it to the 

atmosphere as carbon dioxide. 

7. Wetlands function as natural barriers that trap and slowly release surface water, rain, 

snowmelt, groundwater and flood waters.  

8. Wetland vegetation also slow the speed of flood waters lowering flood heights and reduces soil 

erosion. 

9. Wetlands are critical to human and planet life. More than one billion people depend on them 

for a living and 40% of the world’s species live and breed in wetlands. 

10. Numerous researchers have quantified the economic benefits provided by wetlands in a 

watershed. 

11. When wetlands are lost or degraded by land development, these services must often be 

replaced by costly water treatment and flood control infrastructure.  

12. Given the many watershed services wetlands provide, wetland conservation and restoration 

should be an integral part of a comprehensive local watershed management strategy. 

 

India’s policies for ‘Urban Lakes’: 

Threats to these Lakes: These lake ecosystems are presently endangered due to anthropogenic 

disturbances caused by Urbanisation as they have been heavily degraded due to pollution from disposal 

of untreated local sewage or due to encroachment, resulting in shrunken lakes. 

 

Why Urban Lakes still needs more attention? 

1. Even after 26 years of pollution abatement works, only ten per cent of waste water generated in 

the country is treated. 

2. The rest collects as cess pools or is discharged into the 14 major, 55 minor and several hundred 

other rivers. 

3. It is quite clear that the overall status of quality of water in rivers, lakes and its links to 

groundwater has not been adequately addressed. 
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4. Out of the 43 Indian guidelines passed by the central and state government, 41 per cent of those 

talk about conservation and restoration of waterbodies but only 10 per cent exactly describe the 

conservative measure. 

5. Only 22 per cent of the guidelines are on subjects related to policies to be adopted by state 

government, urban local bodies etc. 

6. This clearly identifies the missing links and marks the future prospects that India should adopt 

for the preparation of better and sustainable lake management plans. 

Since a lake is a reflection of its catchment area, it is essential to first understand the significant 

changes or trends concerning the primary land uses within the catchment area / watershed draining 

into the lake. 

There is no approach which defines the planning process for preparation of short, medium and long-

term action plans for lake rejuvenation, considering its watershed area. 

 

Way Forward: 

1. Developing urban wetlands and watershed are crucial to containing the crisis. The Smart Cities 

initiative’s framework for water management also must be implemented on a war footing.  

2. To counter unplanned urbanization and a growing population, management of wetlands has to 

be an integrated approach in terms of planning, execution and monitoring. 

3. Effective collaborations among academicians and professionals, including ecologists, watershed 

management specialists, planners and decision makers for overall management of wetlands. 

4. Spreading awareness by initiating awareness programs about the importance of wetlands and 

constant monitoring of wetlands for their water quality would provide vital inputs to safeguard 

the wetlands from further deterioration. 

It is essential to have a document with clear understanding of the lake’s watershed area, with specific 

goals, objectives, producing time-bound action plans. 

 

Conclusion: 

In order to operationalise water management for a water-secure future, public funding for sustainable 

economic growth is the need of the hour.  

From cutting greenhouse gas emissions to reclaiming waste ware, cities must have a multi-pronged 

response.  

Given how India neither has created storage capacity commensurate to the precipitation it receives nor 

has moved meaningfully on wastewater reclamation, there is a lot of potential in these two areas in 

terms of bolstering water-security.  
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Beyond that, the country needs to implement rainwater harvesting, micro-irrigation, etc, while 

transitioning away from water-guzzling crops and pricing water correctly to discourage wastage.  

Without a holistic outlook on water, the country suffers—research shows a clear link between water-

stress and conflict. 

 

7.EOS-01, India’s latest earth observation satellite that was launched 

 

                      

Context: 

India sent its first space mission in almost a year with a launch of EOS-01, an earth observation 

satellite. EOS-01, along with nine satellites from foreign countries, was launched by a PSLV rocket 

twelve minutes past three. 

This is ISRO’s first mission since the launch of RISAT-2BR1, another earth observation satellite similar to 

EOS-01, on December 11, 2019.  

After that, ISRO had also sent communication satellite GSAT-30 in space in January this year, but that 

was done using an Ariane rocket launched from French Guiana. 

Thereafter, ISRO’s launch schedule was entirely derailed by the coronavirus epidemic. ISRO had 

planned more than 20 satellite launches in the fiscal year 2020-21, including high profile missions like 
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Aditya L1, the first exploratory mission to Sun, and unmanned Gaganyaan, the precursor to India’s first 

manned space flight.  

New nomenclature: EOS-01: 

1. EOS-01 is nothing but another Radar Imaging Satellite (RISAT) that will work together with 

RISAT-2B and RISAT-2BR1 launched last year.  

2. EOS-01 was initially named RISAT-2BR2, and was supposed to be the third of the three-

spacecraft constellation aimed at providing all-weather round-the-clock service for high-

resolution images. 

3. With EOS-01, ISRO is moving to a new naming system for its earth observation satellites which 

till now have been named thematically, according to the purpose they are meant for.  

a. For example, the Cartosat series of satellites were meant to provide data for land 

topography and mapping, while the Oceansat satellites were meant for observations over 

sea.  

4. Some INSAT-series, Resourcesat series, GISAT, Scatsat, and some more are all earth observation 

satellites, named differently for the specific jobs they are assigned to do, or the different 

instruments that they use to do their jobs. 

5. Land and forest mapping and monitoring, mapping of resources like water or minerals or fishes, 

weather and climate observations, soil assessment, geospatial contour mapping are all done 

through earth-observation satellites. 

 

Radar Imaging: High-resolution images of the land: 

1. EOS-01, like its cousins RISAT-2B and RISAT-2BR1, uses synthetic aperture radars to produce 

high-resolution images of the land.  

2. One big advantage that radar imaging has over optical instruments is that it is unaffected by 

weather, cloud or fog, or the lack of sunlight. It can produce high-quality images in all conditions 

and at all times. 

3. Depending on the wavelength of the electromagnetic radiation used by the radar, different 

properties on land can be captured in the image.  

a. For example, a low wavelength signal can capture tree cover or vegetation, while a higher 

wavelength signal can penetrate even dense tree cover to look at the contours of land 

beneath. 

 

4. EOS-01, and its sister RISATs, use X-band radars that operate at low wavelengths and are 

considered best for monitoring of urban landscape, and imaging of agricultural or forest land.  
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5. According to ISRO, EOS-01 is intended for applications in agriculture, forestry and disaster 

management support.  

6. The radar images are also considered to be immensely useful for military requirements. 

 

Earth Observation Satellites Applications: 

1. Earth Observation Satellites of ISRO has been successfully able to establish many operational 

applications in the country.  

2. Both at Central and State level, there are large number of users who utilise space-based inputs 

for various purposes.  

3. Some of the important missions of ISRO, in terms of IRS series of satellites, that has enabled 

unique applications of space based imaging are, Cartosat-1 & 2, Resourcesat-1 & 2, Oceansat-1 & 

2, Risat-1, Megha-Tropiques, SARAL, Scatsat, INSAT series, and host of other satellites.  

4. ISRO is in the verge of realising next generation of these satellites, as part of continuity of 

missions, to ensure that the user community is continuously benefitted from space inputs for 

sustainable development and good governance. 

5. Remote Sensing applications projects at National, State and Local levels are being carried out 

through a well-established multi-pronged implementation architecture of National Natural 

Resources Management System (NNRMS) in the country.  

6. During past many years, Indian Remote Sensing Satellite constellation has taken giant strides in 

ensuring many areas of application, operational.  

7. Some of the most prominent ones are Agricultural Crops Inventory, Water Resources 

Information System, Ground Water Prospects, Forest Working Plans, Biodiversity and Coral 

Mapping, Potential Fishing Zones, Ocean State Forecasts, Rural Development, Urban 

Development, Inventory & Monitoring of Glacial Lakes / Water Bodies, Location based Services 

using NavIC constellation, Disaster Management Support Programme (Cyclone and Floods 

Mapping & Monitoring, Landslide Mapping & Monitoring, Agricultural Drought, Forest Fire, 

Earthquakes, Extreme Weather Monitoring and experimental Forecasts and so on). 

8. Geospatial technologies, remote sensing, satellite communication and navigation systems are 

providing many new ways for effective management of natural resources.  

9. This has resulted in enabling variety of data and information products for societal benefits and 

also helping planners and decision-makers to embark upon unique people-centric services.  

10. Web Geoportals and mobile technologies (Bhuvan Geoportal) are the other popular platforms, 

being used by Governments, to provide information services and solutions at all levels, which are 

proving to be effective.  
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11. The Government system has successfully adopted to use such technologies for the benefit of 

people at large.  

12. The architecture of space programme in India emphasises on the applications, with active 

participation of user-community from Government, Academia and Industry.  

 

Conclusion: 

The hallmark of Indian space programme is the application-oriented focus and the benefits that have 

accrued to the country through these programmes.  

The societal services offered by Earth Observation, SATCOM and the recent NavIC constellation of 

satellites in various areas of national development, including tele-education and telemedicine, are 

standing examples of applications-oriented space programme of India.  

ISRO works closely with Central & State Government departments/ ministries, Industry and Academia 

in ensuring best of solutions for optimal management of Natural Resources, support services for good 

governance and societal development.  

Through a well-coordinated effort, this system has been able to provide several important applications 

that are becoming people-centric today. 

 

8.Weaker germs, stronger cures 
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Introduction: Antibiotics: 

The advent of antibiotics ignited the hope of elimination of infectious diseases in humans and animals.  

However, this did not happen because of two reasons: the ingenuity and survival instinct of germs and 

the irrational use of antibiotics in humans and animals.  

Most of the germs have acquired the capacity to resist the action of affordable antibiotics. This 

phenomenon is known as antimicrobial resistance (AMR). The inability of antibiotics to treat patients 

and animals is wreaking havoc on human health, nutrition safety and economies.  

 

What is Antimicrobial Resistance? 

1. Anti-microbial resistance is the resistance acquired by any microorganism (bacteria, viruses, 

fungi, parasite, etc.) against antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals, 

antimalarials, and anthelmintics) that are used to treat infections. 

2. As a result, standard treatments become ineffective, infections persist and may spread to others. 

3. Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are sometimes referred to as “superbugs”. 

4. Antimicrobial resistance is now regarded as a major threat to public health across the globe. 

5. The long-term impact of AMR is almost comparable to that of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

6. AMR is estimated to cause 10 million deaths annually by 2050, unless concerted actions are 

initiated now.  

7. It will result in 7.5 % reduction in livestock production and negatively impact the global GDP by 

3.5%. 

 

Tackling the AMR challenge: 

There are two major possible solutions to combat the AMR menace:  

1. Discovery of new drugs, before the emergence of resistance in germs; and  

2. Prudent use of available antibiotics.  

The first is an expensive and unpredictable process. Since 1984, no new class of antibiotics has been 

developed.  

The estimated cost for developing a new antibiotic exceeds $1 billion. With rapid development of 

resistance, the life of new antibiotics becomes limited and the return on investment on new molecules 

gets diminished.  

This discourages the pharmaceutical industry to invest in these initiatives. The world is left with only 

one option: to use the available antibiotics carefully to ensure their efficacy for as long as possible. 
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Road map for tackling the AMR in global level: 

1. The World Health Organization Global Action Plan on AMR (2015) provides a road map for 

tackling this challenge.  

2. This plan has been endorsed by the UN General Assembly. Almost 80 countries have developed 

their respective national action plans in alignment with this Plan. 

3. The rational use of antibiotics in humans, animals, and agriculture warrants coordinated action 

in all sectors.  

4. These multi-sectoral, multidisciplinary and multi-institutional actions constitute the ‘One 

Health’ approach.  

5. This has gained currency across the world as an efficient and cost-effective response to AMR and 

several other challenges, especially endemic zoonoses (diseases transmitted between animals 

and humans) and pandemics.  

6. It is reinforced by the fact that all the epidemics in the current millennium (SARS, MERS, bird flu 

and COVID-19) have originated from animals because of unwanted excursion of humans into 

animal domains.  

7. The COVID-19 pandemic has emphasised the urgency of implementing One Health.  

 

One platform for experts: One Health Approach: 

1. One Health should not be construed as a standalone or new programme that has to be built de 

novo.  

2. This endeavour utilises existing expertise and infrastructure in various sectors with a focus on 

inter-sectoral coordination, collaboration, and communication.  

3. The purpose of One Health is to provide a formal platform for experts to plan and work together 

towards shared objectives. 

4. Implementation of One Health warrants a strong and continuous national narrative on 

zoonoses.  

5. It advocates a multi-sectoral response to public health problems, particularly pandemics, as 

also to address issues related to AMR.  

6. The approach supports focussed actions on the human-animal-environment interface for the 

prevention, detection and response to the public health events that influence global health and 

food security.  
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One Health Approach advantages: 

1. One Health is an approach to designing and implementing programmes, policies, legislation and 

research in which multiple sectors communicate and work together to achieve better public 

health outcomes. 

2. The areas of work in which a One Health approach is particularly relevant include food safety, 

the control of zoonotic diseases (diseases that can spread between animals and humans, such as 

flu, rabies and Rift Valley Fever), and combating antibiotic resistance (when bacteria change 

after being exposed to antibiotics and become more difficult to treat). 

3. India needs to leap-frog over the systemic and institutional barriers that prevent an integrated 

One Health framework from being operationalised. 

4. The One Health framework will help government and private institutions, across a range of 

disciplines, in collaborating to understand how zoonotic diseases can emerge, the threats they 

can pose, and the mechanisms by which the emergence or spread can be controlled. 

5. India’s National Action Plan on AMR is an excellent example of the One Health approach and 

can be used as a guiding document to develop a workable road map for the country to respond 

to other similar public health challenges. 

 

Conclusion: 

AMR is one of the biggest challenges to human and animal health. There is a need to optimally utilise 

emerging technologies to improve human health and development. 

AMR has the potential to return the world to a pre-antibiotic era when medicines could not treat even 

simple infections. 

Therefore, to contain AMR, there is need for a One Health Approach through coherent, integrated, 

multi sectoral cooperation and actions, as human, animal and environmental health are integrated. 

Development of antibiotic resistance breakers (ARBs) to restore effectiveness of older classes of 

antibiotics. 

One Health has been acknowledged as the optimum approach to counter the impact of AMR and 

future pandemics and must be adopted expeditiously. 
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9.No fireworks: On NGT ban on sale and use of firecrackers 

 

      

 

Context: 

In the year of the COVID-19 pandemic, it should surprise no one that the National Green Tribunal has 

prohibited the sale and use of firecrackers during Deepavali in the National Capital Region of Delhi and 

in urban centres that recorded poor or worse air quality in November last year.  

With Diwali round the corner, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) issued notices to 18 States, including 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, on prohibiting firecrackers, expanding the scope of pleas filed before it 

seeking a ban on sale and use of crackers in the National Capital Region (NCR). 

The directions expand on Supreme Court orders issued in the past, and provide some concessions to 

cities and towns that have moderate or better air quality, by allowing “green crackers” and specified 

hours for bursting.  

These stipulations are to extend to Christmas and New Year if the ban continues beyond November.  

 

How firecrackers are harmful? 

1. Firecrackers can cause severe effects in the health of people like heart diseases, respiratory or 

nervous system disorders.  

2. Even the people suffering from common cold and coughs can cause congestion of throat and 

chest.  
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3. Noise pollution causes restlessness, temporary or permanent hearing loss, high blood pressure; 

sleep disturbance and even poor cognitive development in kids.  

4. Firecrackers contain chemicals and substances like cadmium, lead, chromium, aluminium, 

magnesium, nitrates, carbon monoxide, copper, potassium, sodium, zinc oxide, manganese 

dioxide etc. which if accumulated can eventually damage health if inhaled or ingested. 

 

NGT bans firecrackers in places where air quality is “poor”: 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed that there would be a total ban on sale or use of all kinds 

of firecrackers between November 10 and 30 in all cities and towns across the country where the 

average ambient air quality in November fell under the ‘poor’ and above category. 

A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson also directed that in places where the ambient air quality fell 

under the ‘moderate’ or below category, only green crackers would be permitted to be sold and 

timings restricted to two hours for bursting of crackers. 

The Tribunal also directed the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the State pollution control 

boards and committees to regularly monitor the air quality during this period and upload the data on 

their respective websites. 

 

 

NGT wants to give primacy to the precautionary principle over employment and revenue losses: 

1. The NGT took note that Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Chandigarh, the Delhi Pollution Control 

Committee and the Calcutta High Court had already responded to deteriorating environmental 

conditions by banning firecrackers this year.  

2. The tribunal’s reasoning giving primacy to the precautionary principle in sustainable 

development over employment and revenue losses is understandable.  

3. As the impact of COVID-19 became clear in March, and there were fears of a case surge during 

the winter, it was incumbent on the Centre to work with States and resolutely prevent the 

burning of farm stubble ahead of Deepavali.  

4. This annual phenomenon unfailingly fouls the air across northern and eastern India, and imposes 

heavy health and productivity costs.  

5. In the absence of pollution from agricultural residue, there might have been some room for a 

limited quantity of firecrackers, although climatic conditions at this time of year, of low 

temperature and atmospheric circulation, would still leave many in distress.  

6. Only damage control is possible now, including steps to address the concerns of the fireworks 

industry. 
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7. Even without the risk of a COVID-19 surge, it should be evident to policymakers that their 

measures under the National Clean Air Programme, which seeks to reduce particulate matter 

pollution by 20% to 30% by 2024, must be demonstrably effective.  

8. By the government’s own admission, there were 148 days of poor to severe air quality during 

2019 in the NCR, down from 206 days the previous year. Many other cities have a similar profile, 

but get less attention.  

 

Green Crackers: Facts at a Glance: 

The green crackers developed by the Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) include 

flower pots, pencils, sparkles, and chakkar.  

No doubt that green crackers are environment-friendly and are developed to reduce air pollution that 

causes health hazards.  

Air pollution is one of the most serious environmental problems confronting our civilisation today.  

Mainly, it is caused by human activities like mining, construction, transportation, industry, etc. Also, 

some natural phenomena are also responsible like volcanic eruptions, wildfires etc. But their 

occurrence is rare and mostly it causes a local effect.  

Firecrackers on Diwali are some of the other way responsible for air pollution. So, to minimise air 

pollution green crackers are developed. 

1. Green Crackers are formulated by CSIR-NEERI that has no barium nitrate which is one of the key 

ingredients of traditional firecrackers. 

2. Names of these crackers are: "safe water releaser (SWAS)", "safe minimal aluminium (SAFAL)" 

and "safe thermite cracker (STAR)". 

3. These crackers will release water vapour or air as a dust suppressant and diluent for gaseous 

emissions. 

4. These products can only be manufactured by those who have signed a non-disclosure agreement 

(NDA) with CSIR-NEERI. 

5. Only those green crackers will be sold that consist of a unique logo on the box, and also have a 

QR code with production and emission details. 

 

Conclusion: 

With 40% of all pollution-linked deaths attributed to bad air quality in leading emerging economies and 

some evidence from the U.S. on higher COVID-19 mortality in highly polluted areas, it is time 

governments showed a sense of accountability on the right to breathe clean air.  
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Tamil Nadu, where 90% of firecrackers are produced, has legitimate concerns on the fate of the 

industry this year, which, producers claim, represents about ₹2,300 crore worth of output.  

A transparent compensation scheme for workers, and suitable relief for producers may be necessary, 

although the longer-term solution might lie in broad basing economic activity in the Sivakasi region, 

reducing reliance on firecrackers. 

 

10.Time for a ‘sponge cities’ mission in India 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

Unpredictable nature, unbridled avarice and untrammelled urbanisation are back in currency, this time, 

in the wake of torrential rains in October in Hyderabad.  

Over 50 people died. Hundreds of riverbed hutments were flushed away.  

Thousands of homes remain submerged two weeks after the flood. The scale of destruction has been 

unprecedented.  

This experience is not unique to the city of Hyderabad but something that cities across India have been 

experiencing in recent years.  

Barely five years ago, it was Chennai that saw a massive flood costing much damage and lives;  

Gurugram over the past few years comes to a complete standstill during the monsoon months, and  

For Mumbai, the monsoon has become synonymous with flooding and enormous damages. 
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The floods of October 2020 occurred because we did not discharge the water in time. And when we did 

discharge the water, we did it in a sudden, uncontrolled manner.  

 

Lack of Drainage Facility : Antiquated Infrastructure: 

Hyderabad’s century-old drainage system (developed in the 1920s) covered only a small part of the 

core city. In the last 20 years, the city has grown at least four times its original built-up area. 

But the areas that suffered from the floods of 1908, 2001, and 2005 have not been hit by the 2020 

floods.  

The narrative of antiquated infrastructure conceals the fact that the city has grown rapidly, and into 

areas where there was no drainage infrastructure to begin with.  

And as the city grew beyond its original limits, not much was done to address the absence of adequate 

drainage systems. 

 

Problem: Communities are left out: 

1. Government pronouncements, media representations and public protests have all focused 

repeatedly on factors which by their very description fall outside our capacity to influence.  

2. The manner in which we talk about recurring floods in the city often reduces the problem to 

simple dichotomies of public versus private property and individual conduct versus faceless 

governmental action.  

3. This means that we neglect the issues of incremental land use change, particularly of those 

commons which provide us with necessary ecological support — wetlands.  

4. This framing also disavows the role of local communities in managing local ecosystems people 

with traditional rights for fishing and farming. This is a lesson that has been learnt by others 

around the world.  

5. We need to start paying attention to the management of our wetlands by involving local 

communities.  

6. The risk is going to increase year after year with changing rainfall patterns and a problem of 

urban terrain which is incapable of absorbing, holding and discharging water. 

 

Watersheds, Terrain alteration: 

Watershed management and emergency drainage plan is next.  

This should be clearly enunciated in policy and law. Urban watersheds are micro ecological drainage 

systems, shaped by contours of terrain. 
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Detailed documentation of these must be held by agencies which are not bound by municipal 

jurisdictions; instead, we need to consider natural boundaries such as watersheds instead of 

governance boundaries like electoral wards for shaping a drainage plan.  

The Metropolitan Development Authorities, National Disaster Management Authority, State revenue 

and irrigation departments along with municipal corporations should be involved in such work 

together. 

 

Very Important step: Ban against terrain alteration: 

1. Lasting irreversible damage has been done to the city by builders, property owners, and public 

agencies by flattening terrain and altering drainage routes. 

2. Without doubt, terrain alteration needs to be strictly regulated and a ban on any further 

alteration of terrain needs to be introduced.  

3. Our cities are becoming increasingly impervious to water, not just because of increasing built up 

but also because of the nature of materials used (hard, non-porous construction material that 

makes the soil impervious).  

4. To improve the city’s capacity to absorb water, new porous materials and technologies must be 

encouraged or mandated across scales.  

5. Examples of these technologies are bioswales and retention systems, permeable material for 

roads and pavement, drainage systems which allow storm water to trickle into the ground, green 

roofs and harvesting systems in buildings.  

6. These not only reduce run-off and the load on infrastructure, but also help keep water in the 

city for later use. 

 

Way Forward: Implementing the idea of sponge cities: 

1. The idea of a sponge city is to make cities more permeable so as to hold and use the water 

which falls upon it. 

2. Sponge cities absorb the rain water, which is then naturally filtered by the soil and allowed to 

reach urban aquifers. 

3. This allows for the extraction of water from the ground through urban or peri-urban wells. 

4. This water can be treated easily and used for city water supply. 

5. In built form, this implies contiguous open green spaces, interconnected waterways, and 

channels and ponds across neighbourhoods that can naturally detain and filter water. 
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6. It implies support for urban ecosystems, bio-diversity and newer cultural and recreational 

opportunities. 

7. These can all be delivered effectively through an urban mission along the lines of the Atal 

Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), National Heritage City 

Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) and Smart Cities Mission. 

 

Conclusion: Stop the blame, Start action: 

Acknowledging the role of different actors for the city can create a practical space to begin this work.  

Doing so will not just help control recurring floods but also respond to other fault lines, provide for 

water security, more green spaces, and will make the city resilient and sustainable.  

The constant search for a scapegoat to blame, while a few people try what they can, limits our 

capacities and only creates cycles of devastation. 

We must not allow nature, human conduct, and urbanisation to be mystified and rendered as trans-

historic villains.  

We can learn to live with nature, we can regulate human conduct through the state and we can 

strategically design where we build.  

We need to urgently rebuild our cities such that they have the sponginess to absorb and release water 

without causing so much misery and so much damage to the most vulnerable of our citizens, as we 

have seen. 
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ESSAYS 

 
Write an essay on the following topic in not more than 1000-1200 words: 
 

 November 01, 2020: Civil liberties are fundamental to the functioning of modern democracies 
 

 November 08, 2020: Inequality can be Reduced by the Power of the Market rather than the 
Government 

 

 November 15, 2020: There is no greatness where there is no simplicity 
 

 November 22, 2020: The survival of democracy depends on its ability to lower social 
uncertainty 

 

 November 29, 2020: Need of the Hour is to Maximise Possibilities of Agriculture in India 

 

 
*** 
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