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1. Polity 
 

1) Which of the following can be challenged in the 
courts as violating a Fundamental Right and hence, 
can be declared as void? 
 1. Constitutional amendment 
 2. Permanent laws enacted by the 
Parliament 
 3. Ordinances issued by the president 
 4. Statutory instruments like bye-law, rule, 
regulation or notification. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
2) The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 transferred 
which of the following subjects to Concurrent List 
from State List? 
 1. Education 
 2. Protection of wild animals and birds 
 3. Economic and social planning 
 4. Administration of justice 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
3) Consider the following important parts of the 
constitution and the subject that they deal with: 
 1. Part IV: Fundamental Rights  
 2. Part V: The States  
 3. Part XI: Relations between the Union and 
the States  
Select the correct answer code:  
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
4) Consider the following statements 

1. The Rajya Sabha represents both the 
states and union territories of the Indian 
Union. 
2. The representatives of states in the Rajya 
Sabha are elected by the 
members of state legislative assemblies and 
councils. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
5) Consider the following statements  

1. A person shall not be a citizen of India if 
he/she has voluntarily acquired the 
citizenship of any foreign state.  
2. Equal pay for equal work for men and 
women is one of the element/ features of 
Fundamental Rights. 
3. Constituent Assembly’s States Committee 
(Committee for Negotiating with States) 
was chaired by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1, 3  
b) 1 only  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
6) Which of the following in the Constitution reveal 
the secular character of the Indian State? 

1. Preamble 
2. Directive Principles of State Policy 
3. Fundamental Rights 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Supreme Court has declared Right to 
decent environment including pollution free water 
as part of Article 21. 
 2. Parliament may by law provide for the 
adjudication of any dispute with respect to the use, 
distribution and control of waters of any inter-state 
river and river valley. 
 3. Development of inter-state rivers, water 
supplies, irrigation and canals come under the 
Union List. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
8) Which of the following are the mandatory 
provisions of the 73rd and 74th Constitutional 
amendment? 
 1. Regular direct elections to all local bodies 
 2. Mandatory reservation of seats for Dalits 
and Adivasis in every local body, proportionate to 
their share in the population. 
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3. Setting up of District Planning 
Committees that consolidate plans of rural 
and urban bodies. 
4. Setting up of state-level election 
commission and finance commissions. 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding 
Question Hour. 
 1. Always the last hour of a sitting of Lok 
Sabha is devoted to the Questions and this hour is 
called the Question Hour.  

2. Asking of questions is an inherent and 
unfettered parliamentary right of members. 
 3. Sometimes questions may lead to the 
appointment of a Commission or a Court of Enquiry 
when matters raised by Members are of wide public 
importance.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A Starred Question is not called for oral 
answer in the House and no supplementary 
question can be asked thereon. 
 2. Short Notice Questions involves matter of 
urgent public importance. 
 3. There are no provisions of Questions to 
Private Members. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding the 
interpretation of Secularism in the Indian context. 
 1. The state treats all religions equally. 
 2. The State does not participate in any 
religious matter whatsoever.  

3. All Educational institutions, without any 
exception, are free to impart religious instruction. 

4. The state makes no discrimination on the 
basis of religion in matters of employment.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3 

 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
12) The National Commission for Women perform 
which of the following functions? 
 1. Review the Constitutional and Legal 
safeguards for women 
 2. Recommend remedial legislative 
measures 
 3. Facilitate redressal of grievances 
 4. Advise the Government on all policy 
matters affecting women 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
13) Consider the following statements 

1. Parliament under Article 368 can amend 
any part of the Constitution including the 
Fundamental Rights but without affecting 
the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution. 
2. Supreme Court is yet to define or clarify 
as to what constitutes the ‘basic structure’ 
of the Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
14) Consider the following statements regarding 
Fundamental Rights. 
 1. They limit the authority of the 
government, and arbitrary laws of the legislature. 
 2. Fundamental Rights are not absolute and 
cannot be suspended. 
 3. They secure vital political rights to the 
citizens of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
15) Consider the following statements about pro- 
tem speaker. 
 1. Speaker of the previous Lok Sabha 
appoints the pro- tem speaker immediately before 
the first meeting of the newly elected house. 
 2. The office of the pro-tem speaker is in co-
existence with the speaker of Lok Sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
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 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding the 
Amendment of the Constitution. 

1. Article 368 of the constitution deals with 
the powers of Parliament to amend the 
constitution and its procedure. 
2. Constitution amendment bill can be 
introduced only in the Parliament and not in 
the state legislatures. 
3. President can either withhold his assent 
to the Constitution amendment bill or 
return the bill for reconsideration. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All laws that are inconsistent with or in 
derogation of any of the fundamental rights shall be 
void. 
 2. Ordinances issued by the president or the 
state Governors can be challenged in the courts on 
the ground of contravention of any of the 
Fundamental Rights. 
 2. A constitutional amendment is not a law 
and hence cannot be challenged in the Supreme 
Court. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) As per the Constitution of India, the Union 
executive consists of   

1. President of India  
2. Vice President of India 
3. Union Council of Ministers 
4. Attorney General of India 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding the 
appointment of Chief Minister. 

1. The Constitution contain specific 
procedure for the selection and 
appointment of the Chief Minister. 

2. According to the Constitution, the Chief 
Minister should be selected from the Lower 
House. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding 
Leader of the Opposition in either House of 
the Parliament of India.  
 1. The position of Leader of the Opposition 
received statutory recognition through the Salary 
and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in 
Parliament Act, 1977 
 2. When no party in the Lok Sabha secures 
required seats to form an opposition party and to 
designate a Leader of opposition, the matter is then 
decided by the President of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 

2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Sea 
floor. 
 1. Volcanic eruptions are common along the 
mid-oceanic ridges. 
 2. The age of the rocks decreases as one 
moves away from the crest. 

3. The ocean crust rocks are much younger 
than the continental rocks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Thermosphere. 
 1. In thermosphere temperature decreases 
very rapidly with increasing height. 
 2. Radio waves transmitted from the earth 
are reflected back to the earth by this layer. 
 3. The space shuttle and the International 
Space Station both orbit Earth within the 
thermosphere. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Which of the following conditions are good for 
fisheries production & catch? 
 1. Coastal upwelling of nutrient rich colder 
water 

2. Abundance of phytoplankton 
3. Meeting of warm and cold currents 
4. Shallow continental shelves in cold 
regions 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
4) The speed of tsunami waves in Ocean largely 
depends on 

a) Ocean depth 
b) Distance from mid-oceanic ridges 
c) Distance from the source of the wave 
d) Density of water 

 
5) Which of the following are the conditions for the 
emergence of a tropical cyclone? 
 1. Large and continuous supply of warm and 
moist air. 
 2. Strong Coriolis force 
 3. Strong vertical wind 
 4. Unstable condition through the 
Troposphere 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding 
White dwarf. 
 1. White dwarfs can tell us about the age of 
the Universe. 
 2. The heaviest stars at the end of their lives 
turn into white dwarfs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
7) Which of these drainage patterns is formed when 
streams flow in different directions from a central 
peak or dome like structure? 
 a) Trellis 

 b) Radial 
 c) Rectangular 
 d) Dendritic 
 
8) Which of the following inhibit the development 
of cyclones in the North Indian Ocean? 
 1. Weak La Nina conditions along the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean. 
 2. Influence of Madden Julian Oscillation 
(MJO). 
 3. Vertical wind shear 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
9) Which one of the following places is located at 
the confluence of Alaknanda and Bhagirathi 

a) Vishnuprayag 
b) Devaprayag 
c) Rudrapravag 
d) Karnaprayag 

 
10) Which of the following regions of the world 
is/are seismically active?  

1. Alpine-Himalayan belt  
2. Mid-Atlantic Ridges  
3. Central Africa  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1 only  

 
11) Most of the world’s deserts are located in the 
western margins of continents in the subtropics. 
This is because? 
 1. The tropical easterly winds become dry 
by the time they reach the western margins of the 
continents. 
 2. Presence of warm ocean currents along 
the western shores of continents. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
12) Which of the following factors affect the climate 
of a place? 
 1. Relief of a place 
 2. Altitude 
 3. Distance from Sea 
 4. Circulation of ocean currents 
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 5. Wind flow 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
13) Conditions favourable for Delta Formation are 
 1. No strong current running at right angle 
to the river mouth. 
 2. Presence of Continental shelf. 
 3. Presence of large lake in the way of the 
river. 
 4. The coast should be sheltered preferably 
without tides. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding 
Dharwar System of rocks.  

1. It is the oldest system of rocks in India.  
2. It contains metamorphic sedimentary 
rocks.  
3. It hosts gold mines.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3  

 
15) With reference to Aurora or Northern lights, 
consider the following statements:  

1. Auroras are the glowing lights at high 
latitude.  
2. Auroras can be normally observed in 
stratosphere.  
3. Change in the atmospheric temperature 
cause Auroras.  

Which of the above statement is/are correct?  
a) 1, 3  
b) 1 only  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Earth’s crust is the thinnest of all the 
major layers of earth.  
 2. The crust is thicker on the continent than 
on the ocean floor. 
 3. The oceanic crust mainly consists of 
manganese and iron. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
17) Hot Spots within the earth help produce 
Geothermal Energy. What are these ‘Hot Spots’? 

a) Areas of intense pressure inside the 
mantle 
b) Region in crust where hot molten rocks 
are trapped 
c) Regions of high volcanism on earth’s 
surface 
d) Areas of intense magnetic activity within 
the upper mantle 

 
18) Consider the following statements regarding 
Monsson rainfall. 
 1. Half of India’s rainfall is received from 
Northeast monsoon. 
 2. Northeast monsoon in India is almost 
confined to the Southern peninsula. 
 3. Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar also 
record rainfall during Northeast monsoon. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
19) Consider the following statements. 

1. Almost all the world deserts are confined 
within the 30 to 45 degrees parallels of latitude 
north and south of the equator. 
 2. Deserts lie in the trade wind belt on the 
western parts of the continents where Trade winds 
are off-shore. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
20) Warm moist summer, cool dry winter, great 
annual temperature range, rainfall throughout the 
year are the characteristic feature of which type of 
climate?  

a) Hot, Wet Equatorial climate  
b) Sudan climate  
c) British type climate  
d) China type climate  
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3. Economy 
 
1) Gross Domestic Product of India include 
 a) Value of goods and services provided by 
NRIs 
 b) Gross capital investments made in India 
during a financial year 
 c) Both a and b 
 d) Neither a nor b 
 
2) Hard currency is usually preferred because  
 1. It is seen as politically and economically 
stable. 
 2. It is widely accepted around the world as 
a form of payment for goods and services. 
 3. It is not likely to depreciate or appreciate 
suddenly. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
3) Deposit insurance and credit guarantee 
corporation (DICGC) a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Reserve Bank of India insures which of the 
following deposits? 
 1. Local Area Banks 
 2. Payment Banks 
 3. Small Finance Banks 
 4. Inter-bank deposits 
 5. Regional Rural Banks 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 1, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding 
Consumer Price Index — Industrial Workers (CPI-
IW). 
 1. CPI-IW is primarily used to regulate the 
dearness allowance of government employees and 
the workers in the industrial sectors. 
 2. It is also used in the determination and 
revision of minimum wages in scheduled 
employments. 
 3. The base year for CPI-IW is 2016. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 

5) Consider the following statements regarding Yield 
curve. 
 1. The yield curve is a graph showing the 
relationship between interest rates earned on 
lending money for different durations. 
 2. The yield curve turns positive when near-
term Treasurys yield more than their long-term 
counterparts. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding First 
Five-year Plan (FYP) in India.  
 1. The First Five-year Plan mainly focused on 
development of the primary sector. 
 2. The First Five-year Plan was followed by 
the Bombay Plan which became the basis for the 
Second Five Year Plan. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
7) Printing currency is usually the last resort for the 
government in managing its deficit. This is because  
 1. Government expenditure using this new 
money boosts incomes and raises private demand in 
the economy, thus leading to inflation. 
 2. Excess supply of rupee will cause its 
depreciation. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
8) If the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is increased, it 
may lead to which of the following? 
 1. Lesser availability of loanable funds with 
the banks 
 2. Immediate foreign institutional 
investment flows in the economy 
 3. Reduction in fiscal deficit of the 
government 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) None of the above 
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9) The Reserve Bank of India monitors which of 
following indicators in the banking sector?   
 1. Cash flow with banks  
 2. Credit activities of banks  
 3. Spurious transactions  
Select the correct answer code:  
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
10) Which among the following is/are likely to result 
in current account surplus of Balance of Payments 
(BoP)? 

1. Steep fall in global crude oil prices 
2. Increase in the remittances received from 
abroad. 
3. External commercial borrowing 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
11) In India, which of the following are considered 
as Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs). 
 1. Social Venture Capital Funds 

2. Real estate Funds 
3. Hedge Funds 
4. Private Equity (PE) Funds 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding 
GDP deflator. 
 1. The GDP deflator is basically a measure of 
inflation. 
 2. It helps show the extent to which the 
increase in gross domestic product has happened 
on account of higher prices rather than increase in 
output. 
 3. It covers only those goods and services 
directly consumed by households. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Currency Deposit Ratio (CDR). 

 1. CDR is calculated only with respect to the 
Term deposits. 
 2. It reflects people’s preference for 
liquidity. 
 3. It generally increases during the festive 
season. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding 
revenue receipts and capital receipts of the 
government. 
 1. Capital receipts are always debt creating 
unlike revenue receipts. 
 2. Capital receipts are non-redeemable 
unlike revenue receipts. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR). 
 1. It is the fraction of the total Net Demand 
and Time Liabilities (NDTL) of a Scheduled 
Commercial Bank in India that has to maintain as 
cash deposit with the RBI. 
 2. It applies uniformly to all banks in the 
country irrespective of an individual bank’s financial 
situation or size. 
3. Banks are paid interest for parking the required 
cash under CRR. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
16) The Agreement on Trade-Related Investment 
Measures (TRIMs), is related to 
 a) Current Account Convertibility 
 b) Domestic regulations a country applies to 
foreign investors 
 c) Most-favoured Nation principle 
 d) Duty free International market access to 
developing countries  
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding 
Special Drawing Right (SDR). 
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 1. The SDR is an international reserve asset, 
created by the IMF to supplement its member 
countries’ official reserves. 
 2. The value of the SDR is based on a basket 
of currencies of developed countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
18) Which of the following may lead to Inflation 
 1. A reduction in the total productive 
capacity of the economy even as more and more 
people are employed 
 2. Oversupply of goods in the economy. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
19) A receipt is a capital receipt if it satisfies which 
of the following conditions? 
 1. The receipts must create a liability for the 
government. 
 2. The receipts must cause a decrease in the 
Government assets. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
20) With reference to World Trade Organization 
(WTO) affairs, which of the following best describes 
Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM)? 

a) Mechanism provided for the developed 
countries to raise tariffs to deal with cheap 
goods from the developing nations. 
b) Mechanism to restrict the imports of 
disease infected agricultural products from 
other countries. 
c) Mechanism to curb the imports of goods 
whose manufacturing process has violated 
International labour norms 
d) A tool that will allow developing 
countries to raise tariffs temporarily to deal 
with import surges or price falls. 

 
 
 

 

4. Art and Culture 
 
1) The culture of wearing face masks for performing 
art can be found in   
 1. Indus Valley civilization 
 2. Natya Shashtra 
 3. Buddhist monasteries of Ladakh 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Which of the following temple complexes are the 
examples of Nagara school of architecture? 
 1. Lingaraja Temple 

2. Sun temple of Kornak 
3. Shore Temple  

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding the 
development of architecture during Mughal period. 
 1. Use of red sandstone is the chief feature 
of architecture during Akbar's time. 
 2. Humayun’s tomb is an example for 
Charbagh style.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
4) Diwan-i-Khas in Red Fort is a  
 a) A gard 
 b) Hall of Private Audiences  

c) Palace of Colour 
 d) Pearl Mosque  
 
5) The Senia tradition is 

a) Musical tradition that invoked the name 
of Tansen, the celebrated musician of 
Akbar's Court 
b) Dance drama written by Keshab Chandra 
Sen, a social reformer and philosopher 
c) Musical tradition that emerged from the 
Mughal Sena 
d) None of the above 
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6) Which one of the following animals was not 
depicted on the seals and terracotta art of the 
Harappan culture?  
 a) Camel 
 b) Rhinoceros 
 c) Tiger 
 d) Elephant 
 
7) Ashokan edicts have been written in which of the 
following languages? 
 1. Prakrit 
 2. Greek 
 3. Kharoshti  
 4. Aramaic 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
8) Consider the following statements.  

1. The temple is the largest of the rock-
cut Hindu temples at the Ellora Caves. 
 2. Most of the excavation of the temple is 
generally attributed to the eighth 
century Rashtrakuta king Krishna I. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Brihadishvara Temple 
 b) Kailasha Temple 
 c) Lingaraja Temple 
 d) Vitthala temple 
 
9) What is common to these personalities - 
Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri? 

a) Theatre Presentation 
b) Carnatic music 
c) Temple Architecture 
d) Tamil Poetry and Prose 

 
10) With reference to the history of philosophical 
thought in India, consider the following statements 
regarding Vaisheshika School 

1. It believes in the physicality of the 
Universe and is considered to be the 
realistic and objective philosophy that 
governs the universe. 
2. It developed the atomic theory, i.e. all 
material objects are made of atoms. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

11) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bharhut stupa. 
 1. The construction of Bharhut stupa was 
started and completed during Shunga period. 
 2. They contain numerous birth stories of 
the Buddha's previous lives, or Jataka tales. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Roman art style is more of ornamentation 
and decoration and is realistic in nature. 
 2. The Greeks art style is reflected in the 
muscular depictions of Gods. 
 3. Gandhara School integrates both Greek 
and Roman art styles. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bhakti saints. 

1. Saint Kabir is famous for his dohas 
(couplets) 
2. Surdas wrote Ramacharithamanas, one of 
the most revered Hindu texts. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
14) With reference to the Sangam age, Panar and 
Viraliyar were 

a) Temple guards  
b) Bull fighters 
c) Singing bards  
d) Charity donors 

 
15) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bharatnatyam dance. 

1. The accompanying song while performing 
it is generally dedicated to good harvests. 
2. Its performance ends with a tillana which 
has its origin in the tarana of Hindustani 
music. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
16) Which of the following most appropriately 
describes “Toranas”? 
 a) Collection of Chinars and Pietra duras 
seen in decorative works in Islami architecture 
 b) Calligraphy inscribed on interior walls of 
royal durbars 
 c) Gateways to Buddhist Stupas 
 d) Style of dome-based architecture 
introduced by Turks 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding 
Ajanta Caves Paintings 

1. The human & animal forms show a 
variety of graceful poses. 
2. It depicts themes of court life and natural 
scenes  
3. Most of the paintings were depicted after 
Gupta Period 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
18) Rajaraja Chola I is associated with which of the 
following cultural heritages of India? 

1. Brihadeeswara temple at Tanjore  
2. The compilation of Thirumurai 
3. Nagapattinam monastery 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
19) Consider the following statements regarding 
Kuchipudi. 

1. It is mentioned in Natya Shastra. 
2. As per tradition, the dance must be 
accompanied by live vocals without 
instrumental music.   
3. It is recognized as an Indian classical 
dance. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
20) Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 
 1. Dhyana Mudra: supreme enlightenment 
 2. Vitarka Mudra: fearlessness 

 3. Dharmachakra Mudra: Turning the Wheel 
of the Dharma 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 3 only  
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 

5. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements about the 
Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka. 

1. Bhimbetka owes its name to the 
characters of Mahabharata. 
 2. Upper Palaeolithic as well as Medieval 
period rock paintings can be found in these caves. 
 3. Bhimbetka paintings are highly secular in 
nature.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Consider the following statements about 
Mesolithic period. 
 1. Microliths were used by Mesolithic 
people for hunting. 
 2. Domestication of animals and primitive 
cultivation started during this period. 
 3. First human colonization of the Ganga 
plains took place during this period. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. During the end of the eighteenth century 
and the early nineteenth century, a class of rich 
peasants known as jotedars consolidated their 
position in the villages and acquired vast areas of 
land. 
 2. Jotedars were loyal to the zamindars and 
helped them collect revenue from the ryots. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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4) Arrange the following in the chronological order 
in which it was signed. 
 1. Treaty of Allahabad 
 2. Treaty of Bassein 
 3. Treaty of Srirangapatnam 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3-1-2 
 b) 1-2-3 
 c) 1-3-2 
 d) 3-2-1 
 
5) The Moderates were called so because 

1. They had rejected the idea of 
participating in legislative councils. 
2. They believed in confrontation rather 
than persuasion. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
6) Consider the following statements regarding 
Painted Grey Ware culture (PGW). 
 1. Painted Grey Ware culture (PGW) is a 
Stone Age culture. 

2. It is contemporary to, and a successor of 
the Black and red ware culture. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding the 
teachings of Jainism.  

1. As per Mahavira, even inanimate objects 
have souls and varying degrees of 
consciousness.  
2. Jainism believes in extreme penance and 
asceticism to attain ultimate knowledge. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
8) Which of the following were annexed by the 
British citing the Doctrine of Lapse? 
 1. Satara 
 2. Sambalpur 
 3. Nagpur 
 4. Jhansi 
 5. Awadh 
Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
9) Which of following movements was also known 
as the “Vande Matram movement”? 
 a) Civil disobedience movement  
 b) Non-cooperation movement  
 c) Swadeshi movement  
 d) Quit India Movement 
 
10) The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that 
after the Second World War 

a) India should be granted complete 
independence 
b) India should be partitioned into two 
before granting independence 
c) India should be made a republic with the 
condition that she will join the 
Commonwealth 
d) India should be given Dominion status 

 
11) Which of the following were the practices 
associated with the Harappan Settlements? 
 1. Ploughing of crop fields 

2. Mixed cropping 
3. Practice of Irrigation 

 4. Consumption of animal products 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. As per Ramanuja, God is Sagunabrahman. 
 2. As per Madhava, the world is not an 
illusion but a reality. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Subsidiary Alliance. 
 1. According to Subsidiary Alliance, Indian 
rulers were not allowed to have their independent 
armed forces and were protected by the Company. 
 2. If the Indian rulers failed to make the 
payment, then part of their territory was taken 
away as penalty. 
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 3. Indian rulers regularly paid for the 
subsidiary forces and none of the Indian territories 
were ceded by the British. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) The aim of Public Safety Bill, 1928 was to 

a) Regulate the manufacture, sale, 
possession, and carrying of firearms. 
b) Allow British subjects to be tried by 
Indian judges. 
c) Deport the foreigners suspected of 
propagating socialist and communist ideas. 
d) Abolish oppressive social practices 
among various religious groups. 

 
15) Consider the following statements about 
Champaran Satyagraha 
 1. The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was 
the first Satyagraha movement inspired by Gandhi 
in India. 
 2. Gandhi was requested by Rajendra 
Prasad to look into the problems of the indigo 
planters of Champaran. 

3. Gandhi’s method of inquiry at 
Champaran was based on surveys by the 
volunteers.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding 
Mauryan Empire. 
 1. Slavery was largely absent in Mauryan 
Empire. 
 2. Mauryan government had equal control 
over all the regions of its empire. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
17) Match List-I (Terms in Sangam Age) with List-II 
(Their meanings) 
      List-I    List-II 
A. Enadi   1. The lowest class 
B. Paraiyar  2. The Ruling class 
C. Arasar   3. Rich peasants 
D. Vellala   4. Agricultural Labourers 

5. Captains of the army 
Select the correct answer code: 
    A B C D 
a) 5 4 2 3 
b) 3 4 5 2 
c) 3 1 4 2 
d) 5 1 4 3 
 
18) Curzon brought in the Indian Universities Act 
which 

a) Removed social sciences from the 
curriculum of private universities to curb 
nationalism 
b) Did away with the territorial jurisdiction 
of the Universities 
c) Brought all the universities in India under 
the control of the government 
d) Nationalized all higher educational 
institutions in India 

 
19) By the time Gandhiji arrived in India 

1. He had already forged of technique of 
Satyagraha in South Africa 
2. Indian National Congress (INC) was 
already established in India 
3. The first Swadeshi movement had already 
been waged 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
20) Ahmadabad Mill Strike 1918 led by Gandhiji was 
based on the issue of 

a) Inhuman treatment of mill workers by 
the management 
b) Objection of management on 
participation of workers in the freedom 
struggle 
c) Plague Bonus of the previous year to 
workers 
d) Large-scale layoffs of mill workers 
 
 

6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. The energy pyramid of an ecosystem is 
always upright and narrows to the top. 
2. The biomass in the upper trophic levels is 
generally very high as compared to the 
lower trophic levels.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Mediterranean Forests. 
 1. Mediterranean Forests are found in only 
those countries bordering Mediterranean Sea. 
 2. They have thick barks and wax coated 
leaves which help them reduce transpiration.  
 3. Mediterranean Forests are known as 
'Orchards of the world' for their fruit cultivation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Oil spills can be treated with bioremediation by 
using some species of 

1. Archea 
2. Plants 
3. Bacteria 
4. Algae 
5. Fungi 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
a) 1, 3, 4, 5 
b) 1, 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 5 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 
4) The higher the amount of biological oxygen 
demand (BOD) in a certain segment of water 
 1. The greater the amount of organic matter 
available for oxygen consuming bacteria. 
 2. Higher could be the level of pollution in 
the water  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding 
ocean acidification. 

1. It largely occurs due to the high 
absorption of nitrogenous based acidic 
compounds.  
2. Introduction of sea grasses can reduce 
the impact of acidification.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
6) Arrange the following ecosystems in the 
decreasing order of biomass productivity (g per 
metre square per year). 
 1. Coral reefs 
 2. Open ocean 
 3. Tropical rainforest 
 4. Deserts 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-3-2-4 
 b) 3-1-2-4 
 c) 3-1-4-2 
 d) 1-3-4-2 
 
7) Which of the following are the harmful 
environmental effects of Oxides of Nitrogen? 
 1. It damage the leaves of plants and retard 
the rate of photosynthesis. 
 2. It is toxic to living tissues also. 
 3. It is harmful to various textile fibres and 
metals. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
8) Which of the following are Tropical Grasslands? 
 1. Savanna 
 2. Campos 
 3. Prairie 
 4. Llanos 
 5. Steppe 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 

1. Fungi cannot be used in the 
bioremediation of radioactively polluted 
sites. 
2. Fungi can act as bio-fertilizers by actively 
competing for nutrients and space with 
pathogenic microorganisms.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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10) Which of the following are the key elements 
that lead to variation in the physical and chemical 
conditions of different habitats? 
 1. Temperature 
 2. Pathogens 
 3. Soil 
 4. Predators 
 5. Competitors 
 6. Light 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 6 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 6 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
11) Which of the following are recognised as the 
Ramsar sites in India? 
 1. Harike Lake 
 2. Wular Lake  
 3. Keoladeo National Park 
 4. Chilika Lake 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 4 
 
12) Arrange the following ecosystems in decreasing 
order of net primary productivity 
 1. Tropical seasonal forest 
 2. Tropical rain forest 
 3. Temperate Grassland 
 4. Woodland and Shrubland 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2-1-3-4 
 b) 2-1-4-3 
 c) 2-4-3-1 
 d) 1-2-3-4 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Acclimatization. 
 1. Acclimatization occurs in a short period of 
time and within the organism's lifetime, whereas 
adaptation is a development that takes place over 
many generations. 
 2. Humans who migrate permanently to a 
higher altitude naturally acclimatize to their new 
environment by developing an increase in the 
number of red blood cells to increase 
the oxygen carrying capacity of the blood. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In the aquatic environment, the 
sediment-characteristics often determine the type 
of benthic animals that can thrive there. 
 2. Like humans, plants also have 
mechanisms to maintain internal temperature. 
 3. Very small animals are rarely found in 
polar regions since thermoregulation is 
energetically expensive for these animals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
15) A substantial increase in atmospheric aerosols is 
likely to 

1. Affect rainfall patterns  
2. Cut down the destruction of stratospheric 
ozone significantly 
3. Increase global warming by large 
proportions 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 2  

 
16) Bioluminescence is the property of a living 
organism to produce and emit light. Which of the 
following organisms show the property of 
bioluminescence? 
 1. Animals 
 2. Plants 
 3. Fungi 
 4. Bacteria 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding 
Parasitism. 
 1. Parasitism occurs when two organisms 
interact, but while one benefits, the other 
experiences harm. 
 2. Tapeworm attaching itself to the 
intestine of a cow is an example of Parasitism. 
 3. The parasite always kill the host. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
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 d) 2, 3 
 
18) Which of the following are the Biodiversity 
Hotspots in India? 
 1. Western Ghats 
 2. Himalayas 
 3. Indo-Bhutan region 
 4. Sundaland 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
19) To avoid unfavourable conditions, which of the 
following enter into diapause, a stage of suspended 
development. 
 a) Zooplankton 
 b) Bears 
 c) Snails 
 d) Fish 
 
20) Ecological balance may be disturbed due to the 

1. Introduction of new species 
2. Natural hazards 
3. Anthropogenic pollution 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

