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GENERAL STUDIES – 1
Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. Rashtriya Ekta Diwas:
Context:
Observed on 31st October across the nation.
● It marks the occasion of the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Background:
The government, in 2014, decided to observe Sardar Patel Jayanti Day as Ekta Diwas. This occasion provides an
opportunity to re-affirm the inherent strength and resilience of the nation to withstand the threats to its unity,
integrity and security.
About Sardar Vallabhai Patel:
Sardar Patel is credited with uniting all 562
princely states in pre-independent India to
build the Republic of India.
Role in the Indian National Movement:
1. 1917– Elected as the Secretary of the
Gujarat Sabha, the Gujarat wing of
the Indian National Congress.
2. 1918– Led a massive “No Tax
Campaign” that urged the farmers
not to pay taxes after the British
insisted on tax after the floods in
Kaira.
3. Supported the non-cooperation
Movement launched by Gandhi and Patel toured the nation with him.
4. 1928– When the lands of farmers were seized after they refused to pay the extra tax to the
government, Patel helped the farmers by striking a deal between the government and farmers’
representatives.
5. 1930– Imprisoned for participating in the famous Salt Satyagraha movement initiated by Mahatma
Gandhi.
6. 1931- Elected as the President of Indian National Congress in its Karachi session where the party
deliberated its future path.
7. Patel was also compelled to use coercion by launching ‘Operation Polo’ to liberate and integrate
Hyderabad after the Nizam of Hyderabad entertained false hopes of either joining Pakistan or
remaining independent.
Who gave him the title "Sardar"?
Women of Bardoli bestowed the title ‘Sardar’ on Vallabhbhai Patel, which means ‘a Chief or a Leader’.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who gave him the title "Sardar"?
2. What is "Operation Poli"?
3. Significance of the 1931 INC Karachi
session.
4. Who led the 1918 No Tax Campaign?

www.insightsonindia.com

5. Other important contributions by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.
Mains Link:
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel was a selfless leader, who
had a vision for the unification of the country’s
interest above all other, and shaped India’s fate
with unwavering devotion. Discuss.
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2. National Education Day:
Context:
Since 2008, we celebrate National Education Day on November 11, the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad to honor his contributions to education in India.
About Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and his key contributions:
● He served as the first Minister of Education of independent India.
● An Indian scholar and independence activist, he was one of the senior leaders of the Indian National
Congress.
● He organized a national education system during his tenure as education minister.
● His focus was on free primary education to all.
● Azad was awarded Bharat Ratna in 1992 for his contributions towards the field of education.
● He was also a pioneer for the establishing of the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) and the
foundation of the University Grants Commission (UGC).
Role in the Indian National Movement:
● In 1912, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad started a weekly journal in Urdu called Al-Hilal which played an
important role in forging Hindu-Muslim unity after the bad blood created between the two
communities in the aftermath of Morley-Minto reforms. The government regarded Al- Hilal as
propagator of secessionist views and banned it in 1914.
● Maulana Abul Kalam Azad supported the Non-Cooperation Movement started by Gandhiji and entered
Indian National Congress in 1920.
● In 1923, he was elected as the president of Indian National Congress. He again became the president of
Congress in 1940.
Contribution to strengthening secularism:
● Secularism for Azad rested on the principle of wahadat-e-din on the one hand and disregarding the
intermediaries the priestly class and institutionalization of religion.
● He captured the true essence of secularism and placed the highest stakes in education and
development of the human mind and man’s consciousness about himself.
● As the education minister Azad desired that religious education be imparted along with secular
education as the serious business of religious education cannot be left to the respective religious
leadership of the communities as they tend to take supremacist and communal stand.
● Azad desired that common values of all the religions should be taught to the students so that they do
not develop prejudices against each other.
Secularism, according to Azad was not in confining religion to observances of certain rituals within home, but in
religion inspiring followers to live righteous path and seeking guidance of almighty in understanding what that
right path is. Therefore every human being has to struggle to become a better follower of their respective
religions.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Important literary works of Abul Azad.
2. Role in India's struggle for independenceKey events.
3. Role in Khilafat Movement.

4. His views on secularism.
5. About the National Education Day.
Mains Link:
Discuss Maulana Abul Kalam Azad's Contribution to
strengthening secularism in India.

3. Lachit Borphukan:
Context:
PM pays tribute to Lachit Borphukan on Lachit Diwas.
Who was Lachit Borphukan?
● He was a commander in the Ahom kingdom.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat that thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal
forces under the command of Ramsingh I to take over Ahom kingdom.
The battle of Saraighat was fought on the banks of the Brahmaputra in Guwahati.
The National Defence Academy (NDA), ever since 1999 has been conferring the best passing out cadet
with the Lachit Borphukan gold medal.

Background:
During the last phase of the Battle of Saraighat 1671, when the Mughals attacked the Assamese forces through
the river in Saraighat, many Assamese soldiers began losing their will to fight. It was Lachit's clarion call to all
the soldiers that made them fight till their last breath, ultimately resulting in the defeat of the Mughals.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Lachit Borphukam is famously remembered
for?
2. Battle of Saraighat was fought between?

3. Which Indian Organization awards Lachit
Borphukan gold medal.
Mains Link:
Discuss the causes and outcomes of the Battle of
Saraighat.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different parts of the country.

1. Birsa Munda:
Context:
Birth anniversary of Birsa Munda was observed on November 15th.
● In recognition of his impact on the national movement, the state of Jharkhand was created on his birth
anniversary in 2000.
Who was he?
Bisra Munda was a folk hero and a tribal freedom
fighter hailing from the Munda tribe. He was a
spearhead behind the Millenarian movement
that arose in the Bihar and Jharkhand belt in the
19th century under the British colonisation. He is
also known as ‘Dharti Abba’ or the Earth Father.
Birsait:
Bisra wanted to reform the tribal society and so,
he urged them to let go of beliefs in witchcraft
and instead, stressed on the importance of
prayer, staying away from alcohol, having faith in God and observing a code of conduct. Based on these, he
started the faith of ‘Birsait’.
Achievements:
Bisra started a movement called ‘Ulgulan’, or ‘The Great Tumult’. His struggle against the exploitation and
discrimination against tribals led to a big hit against the British government in the form of the Chotanagpur
Tenancy Act being passed in 1908. The act restricted the passing on of land from the tribal people to nontribals.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Where was Birsa Munda born?
2. What is Ulgulan?
3. Overview of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act,
1908.
www.insightsonindia.com

Mains Link:
Write a note on Birsa Munda and his key
contributions to India's freedom struggle.
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Topics: Women and women related issues.

1. Guidelines for matrimonial cases:
Context:
In a judgement, the Supreme Court has laid down guidelines for matrimonial cases.
● The judgment was based on a matrimonial plea from Maharashtra on the question of payment of
maintenance by a man to his wife and son under Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.
As per the Supreme Court guidelines (Have a brief overview):
● Deserted wives and children are entitled to alimony/maintenance from their husbands from the date
they apply for it in a court of law.
● A violation would lead to punishment, such as civil detention and even attachment of the property of
the latter.
● The plea of the husband that he does not possess any source of income ipso facto does not absolve
him of his moral duty to maintain his wife, if he is able-bodied and has educational qualifications.
● Both the applicant wife and the respondent husband have to disclose their assets and liabilities in a
maintenance case. Any earlier case filed or pending under any other law should also be revealed in
court.
● The expenses of the children, including their education, basic needs and other vocational activities,
should be factored in by courts while calculating the alimony.
● Other factors such as “spiralling inflation rates and high costs of living” should be considered, but the
wife should receive an alimony which fit the standard of life she was used to in the matrimonial home.
Need for:
Women deserted by husbands were left in dire straits, often reduced to destitution, for lack of means to
sustain themselves and their children.
Implications:
These uniform and comprehensive guidelines should be followed by family courts, magistrates and lower
courts while hearing applications filed by women seeking maintenance from their estranged husbands.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link and Mains Link:
Overview of the Guidelines and their significance.

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GCG7UBMLG.1&imageview=0.

2. Rajasthan govt. launches maternity benefit scheme for second child:
Context:
Rajasthan Government has launched a maternity benefit scheme for four districts under which mothers will
get ₹6,000 for the second child. This Scheme will be called Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana.
● This will supplement the Centre's Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) under which
mothers get ₹5,000 for their first child.
Key Points:
● The scheme is being
implemented in
Udaipur, Pratapgath,
Banswara and
Dungarpur on pilot
basis for five years.
● These districts were
selected because
nutrition indicators
among children and
anaemia levels among
www.insightsonindia.com
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mothers are worse than the average for the State.
Features of the scheme:
● The objective of the scheme is to compensate mothers for the loss of wages during pregnancy and
after childbirth and to curb wasting and stunting among children as well as anaemia among mothers.
● Beneficiaries will receive cash in five instalments upon meeting certain conditions. However, unlike the
Central scheme they will not have to submit an Aadhaar card for the State scheme and the money will
be transferred directly to their bank accounts.
About PMMVY:
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) is a maternity benefit rechristened from erstwhile Indira
Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY).
The scheme is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women.
● It provides a partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare and to
provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY).
2. Eligibility.
3. Benefits.
4. Differences between Indira Gandhi
Matritva Poshan Yojana and PMMVY.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the Indira Gandhi
Matritva Poshan Yojana.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GQK7VVFUK.1&imageview=0.

3. What is Germany’s new boardroom quota for women?
Context:
Germany is planning to impose a mandatory quota for the number of women working in senior management
positions in the country’s listed firms.
● This historic move is being seen as the next step in narrowing the gap of sexual inequality in the
country.
What is Germany’s new boardroom quota for women?
As per the agreed-upon provisions:
1. In case executive boards of listed companies have more than three members, one of them must be a
woman.
2. Companies in which the federal government has a stake will require a supervisory board quota of at
least 30 per cent and minimum participation in executive boards.
Why is there a need for such a quota in Germany?
Since 2015, Germany, which is Europe’s biggest economy, has had a voluntary quota of 30 per cent for women
on supervisory boards.
● However, various studies have indicated this did little to improve the proportion of senior executive
positions held by women.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is boardroom quota for women?
2. Which country recently provided it?

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/whatis-germanys-new-boardroom-quota-for-women7063682/.

Mains Link: Discuss how this helps improve the
proportion of senior executive positions held by
women.
www.insightsonindia.com

11

InsightsIAS

Topics: Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.

1. The Miyas of Assam, and their char-chapori culture:
Context:
A proposed “Miya museum” reflecting the “culture and heritage of the people living in char-chaporis” has
stirred up a controversy in Assam.
Why are some Assamese uncomfortable with that?
The museum has been proposed in the Kalakshetra, which is a cultural complex in Guwahati named after neoVaishnavite reformer Srimanta Sankardev, and which was set up as part of Clause 6 (“… to protect, preserve
and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese people”) of the Assam
Accord, signed at the culmination of the Assam Agitation.
Who are the Miyas?
The ‘Miya’ community comprises descendants of Muslim migrants from East Bengal (now Bangladesh) to
Assam. They came to be referred to as ‘Miyas’, often in a derogatory manner.
● The community migrated in several waves — starting with the British annexation of Assam in 1826, and
continuing into Partition and the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War — and have resulted in changes in
demographic composition of the region.
● Over the years, the Miyas have often been stereotyped and derided as “Bangladeshi”.
What are Char-chaporis?
A char is a floating island while chaporis are low-lying flood-prone riverbanks.
● Prone to floods and erosion, these areas are marked by low development indices. 80% of the Char
population lives below poverty line.
● A UNDP Assam Human Development report from 2014 describes the char areas as suffering from
“communication deficits, lack of adequate schooling facilities beyond primary, girl child marriage,
poverty and illiteracy”.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who are Miyas?
2. What are Char-chaporis?
3. Clause 6 of the Assam Accord.

Mains Link: Who are Miyas? What are the
challenges they are facing? Discuss.
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-the-miyas-of-assam-and-their-char-chaporiculture-6943279/.

2. Bru refugees demand immediate implementation of settlement pact:
Context:
Leaders of the Mizoram Bru refugees have demanded commencement of their permanent rehabilitation in
Tripura in the light of the quadripartite agreement signed in New Delhi in January.
Why is it being delayed?
The government had selected 12 places including the Kanchanpur subdivision in north Tripura where the Brus
have been housed in six makeshift camps since 1997. However, the decision to settle some of the refugees is
facing protests from a local forum called Joint Movement.
About the Bru-Reang refugee agreement:
The agreement, signed in January this year, is between Union Government, Governments of Tripura and
Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives to end the 23-year old Bru-Reang refugee crisis.
Highlights of the agreement:
1. Under the agreement, the centre has announced a package of Rs. 600 crore.
2. As per the agreement the Bru tribes would be given land to reside in Tripura.
www.insightsonindia.com
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3. A fixed deposit of Rs. 4 lakh will be given to each family as an amount of government aid. They will be
able to withdraw this amount after two years.
4. Each of the displaced families will be given 40×30 sq ft residential plots.
5. Apart from them, each family will be given Rs. 5,000 cash per month for two years.
6. The agreement highlights that each displaced family will also be given free ration for two years and aid
of Rs. 1.5 lakh to build their houses.
Need for:
More than 30,000 Bru tribes who fled Mizoram, are residing in Tripura’s refugee camps.
This agreement will bring a permanent solution for the rehabilitation of thousands of Bru-Reang people in
Tripura. They will be able to enjoy the benefits of all social-welfare schemes of governments.
Who are Brus?
The Brus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across the northeastern states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur,
and Mizoram.
● In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group. In Mizoram, they have been
targeted by groups that do not consider them indigenous to the state.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who are Brus?
2. What’s the crisis all about?
3. Where they have settled?
4. What’s there in the peace agreement?
5. Signatories of the peace agreement.
6. About PVTGs.

Mains Link:
Reconciliation between the Mizo and the Bru
communities is necessary for successful
repatriation and for a long-term solution. Discuss.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G9S7VO6HS.1&imageview=0.

3. 2018 report on “Vital statistics of India based on the Civil Registration
System”:
Context:
The report was published recently by the Registrar-General of India. It throws light on Sex Ratios of various
states in the country.
● Sex ratio at birth is the number of females born per 1,000 males.
Key Findings:
● State with best Sex Ratio: Arunachal Pradesh
(1084).
● Worst: Manipur (757).
● Arunachal Pradesh is followed by Nagaland (965)
Mizoram (964), Kerala (963) and Karnataka (957).
● Delhi recorded a sex ratio of 929, Haryana 914 and
Jammu and Kashmir 952.
● The number of registered births increased to 2.33
crore in 2018 from 2.21 crore registered births the
previous year.
● The level of registration of births has increased to
89.3% in 2018 from 81.3% in 2009.
What has the Government done in this regard?
It is implementing many schemes. These include:
1. Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao.
2. Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY).
3. Girl Child Protection Scheme.
www.insightsonindia.com
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What are the challenges while implementing the schemes and laws for women empowerment?
● There are no sufficient resources to undertake inspection and monitoring.
● Insufficient qualified staff.
● The poor performance of advisory committees at various levels.
● Insufficient understanding of laws and procedures.
● Lack of awareness.
● Limited infrastructure to support the implementation of these schemes
What can be the way forward?
● Stringent implementation of the laws that ban foeticide;
● Providing favourable schemes for those parents who have no sons;
● Free and compulsory education for girls;
● Women should be provided with job reservations;
● Supporting infrastructure and training should be ensured for the implementation of the related laws;
● The education system must focus on providing awareness about the women empowerment and the
evils of dowry and female foeticide.
● Women, from early childhood, must be empowered and socialised so that they consider themselves to
be on par with men.
● The government should focus on changing society’s mindset to address this issue.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. How is Sex Ratio defined?
2. Report on “Vital statistics of India based on
the Civil Registration System” is released
by?
3. Key findings in the latest edition.

Mains Link:
Analyse the trends of sex ratio in India and its
impact on socio-economic development of the
country.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GVQ7VGNVN.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. Typhoon Goni:
Context:
Typhoon Rolly or Goni has hit Philippines.
Hurricanes, typhoons and cyclones: What's the difference?
They are all the same thing: tropical storms. But they are known by different names in different locations.
1. In the North Atlantic Ocean and Northeast Pacific, they are called hurricanes.
2. But if the same type of disturbance takes place in the Northwest Pacific Ocean, it is known as a
typhoon.
3. And in the South Pacific and Indian Ocean, cyclone is the correct term.
How storms form?
● Air rises quickly when it is heated by warm sea water.
● As the air cools down again it is pushed aside by more warm air rising below it.
● This cycle causes strong winds. Over the sea, a tropical storm can whip up huge waves.
● When these waves reach land they can flood large areas, including towns and cities.
● Over land the strong winds can cause a lot of damage - they can flatten homes, knock over trees and
even tip over cars.
What are the different parts of a cyclone’s structure?
www.insightsonindia.com
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The eye: The eye of the storm is the centre. It’s a
relatively calm space. When the eye passes over an
area, winds slow down and everything feels like it
has cleared up. The part that comes after the eye
usually inflicts the most damage.
The eyewall: This is where the most effective part of
a cyclone rests. The eyewall houses extremely high
wind speeds, causing damage to both lives and
property. It is a ring of thunderstorms, and changes
in the eye or the eyewall affects the storm’s
intensity.
Rainbands: These are the outer parts of a cyclone
where sudden bursts of rain happen. There can also
be gaps betwen rainbands where no rain or wind occurs.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Factors responsible for the genesis of
cyclones.
2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of
the world.
3. Why more cyclones in Eastern coast of
India?

4. What is coriolis force?
5. What is latent heat of condensation?
Mains Link:
Discuss the factors responsible for the formation of
tropical cyclones. All about tropical cyclones:

2. What is La Niña?
Context:
The La Niña weather phenomenon is back in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean after nearly a
decade’s absence, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in its latest Global Seasonal update
released October 29, 2020.
Implications:
● La Niña will result in sea surface temperatures between two and three degrees Celsius cooler than
average.
● La Niña could last into 2021, affecting temperatures, precipitation and storm patterns in many parts of
the world.
What is La Niña?
It means the large-scale cooling of ocean surface
temperatures in the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean, together with changes
in the tropical atmospheric circulation, namely
winds, pressure and rainfall.
● It has the opposite impacts on weather
and climate as El Niño, which is the
warm phase of the El Niño Southern
Oscillation (ENSO).
Weather changes because of La Nina:
1. The Horn of Africa and central Asia will
see below average rainfall due to La Niña.
2. East Africa is forecast to see drier-than-usual conditions, which together with the existing impacts of
the desert locust invasion, may add to regional food insecurity.
3. It could also lead to increased rainfall in southern Africa.
4. It could also affect the South West Indian Ocean Tropical Cyclone season, reducing the intensity.
www.insightsonindia.com
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5. Southeast Asia, some Pacific Islands and the northern region of South America are expected to receive
above-average rainfall.
6. In India, La Niña means the country will receive more rainfall than normal, leading to floods.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is El Nino?
2. What is La Nina?
3. What is ENSO?
4. When do these events occur?
5. Impact of ENSO on Asia, Africa and
Australia.

Mains Link:
Discuss the impact of La Nina weather
phenomenon on India.
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climat
e-change/la-nina-is-back-what-does-that-mean-forafrica-asia-74021.

3. Why has the Northeast monsoon remained subdued this year?
Context:
Rainfall over the Southern peninsular region has been deficient so far.
The reason is:
1. Prevalent La Niña condition, along with a low pressure belt that is currently lying to the north of its
normal position.
2. The current position of the Inter Tropical Convective Zone (ITCZ).
What is La Nina?
La Niña (Spanish for ‘little girl’) is an abnormal cooling of eastern and central regions of the Pacific Ocean
surface waters.
● Together, the El Niño and La Niña phenomena are termed as El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO).
● These are large-scale ocean phenomena which inflence the global weather — winds, temperature and
rainfall.
● They have the ability to trigger extreme weather events like droughts, floods, hot and cold conditions,
globally.
Each cycle can last anywhere between 9 to 12 months, at times extendable to 18 months — and re-occur after
every three to five years.
What is the Northeast monsoon?
● Occurs during October to December, and is a small-scale monsoon compared to South- West Monsoon.
● It is confined to the Southern peninsula.
● The rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon is important for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal,
Yanam, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, north interior Karnataka, Mahe and Lakshadweep.
● Some South Asian countries such as Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar, too, record rainfall during
October to December.
But how is La Niña linked with the Northeast monsoon?
While La Niña conditions enhance the rainfall associated with the Southwest monsoon, it has a negative impact
on rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon.
During La Niña years, the synoptic systems — low pressure or cyclones — formed in the Bay of Bengal remain
significantly to the north of their normal position.
● Besides, instead of moving westwards, these systems recurve. As they lie to the north of their normal
position, not much rainfall occurs over southern regions like Tamil Nadu.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is El Nino?
2. What is La Nina?
3. What is ENSO?
www.insightsonindia.com
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Mains Link: Discuss the impact of La Nina weather
phenomenon on India.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/in
dia-northeast-monsoon-rainfall-deficiencyexplained-7063467/.

4. Why did cyclones give October a miss?
Context:
October to December period is among the favourable months for the development of cyclones in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea. This year, however, October passed without witnessing a cyclonic storm.
Usually, when do cyclones form and hit Indian coasts?
About 80 cyclones are formed around the world annually, out of which five are formed in the Bay of Bengal and
the Arabian Sea, together known as the North Indian Ocean.
Cyclones in the North Indian Ocean are bi-modal in nature, that is, they occur during two seasons— April to
June (pre-monsoon) and October to December (post-monsoon).
● Of these, May and November remain the most conducive for the development of cyclones.
Why were there no cyclone developments this year?
● Ocean disturbances enter the Bay of Bengal from the South China sea side and head towards the Indian
coast. This year, however, there was no system which intensified to form a cyclone.
● Another reason is the weak La Nina conditions along the equatorial Pacific Ocean.
● There was also the influence of Madden Julian Oscillation (MJO). MJO is kind of an eastward-moving
cyclic weather event along the tropics that influences rainfall, winds, sea surface temperatures and
cloud cover. They have a 30 to 60-day cycle.
● Also, in November, the vertical wind shear created due to significant wind speed difference observed
between higher and lower atmospheric level prevented the low-pressure systems and depression from
strengthening into a cyclone.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Factors responsible for the genesis of
cyclones.
2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of
the world.
3. Why more cyclones in Eastern coast of
India?
4. What is coriolis force?
5. What is latent heat of condensation?

6. What is Madden Julian Oscillation (MJO)?
Mains Link:
Discuss the factors responsible for the formation of
tropical cyclones. All about tropical cyclones:
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-why-did-cyclones-give-october-a-miss6980511/.

5. Hurricane Iota:
Context:
Hurricane Iota has made landfall in Nicaragua in Central America and has developed into a category five storm.
When do hurricanes occur?
The Atlantic Hurricane season runs from June to November and covers the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea
and the Gulf of Mexico, while the Eastern Pacific Hurricane season runs from May 15 to November 30.
● Hurricanes are categorised on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, which rates them on a scale
of 1 to 5 based on wind speed.
● Hurricanes that reach category three or higher are called ‘major hurricanes’ because of their potential
to cause devastating damage to life and property.
What are hurricanes and how do they form?
Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as fuel, and therefore form over warm ocean waters near
the equator.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●
●
●

●
●

As NASA describes it, when the warm, moist air rises upward from the surface of the ocean, it creates
an area of low air pressure below.
Air from the surrounding areas rushes to fill this place, eventually rising when it becomes warm and
moist too.
When the warm air rises and cools off, the
moisture forms clouds. This system of clouds and
winds continues to grow and spin, fuelled by the
ocean’s heat and the water that evaporates from
its surface.
As such storm systems rotate faster and faster, an
eye forms in the centre.
Storms that form towards the north of the equator
rotate counterclockwise, while those that form to
the south spin clockwise because of the rotation of
the Earth.

What is the difference between a hurricane and a tropical
storm?
There is no difference. Depending on where they occur, hurricanes may be called typhoons or cyclones.
● As per NASA, the scientific name for all these kinds of storms is tropical cyclones.
● The tropical cyclones that form over the Atlantic Ocean or the eastern Pacific Ocean are called
hurricanes and the ones that form in the Northwest Pacific are called typhoons.
● Tropical storms that form in the Bay of Bengal or the Arabian Sea are called cyclones.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Factors responsible for the genesis of
hurricanes.
2. Naming of cyclones/hurricanes in various
regions of the world.
3. Why more cyclones in Eastern coast of
India?
4. What is coriolis force?

5. What is latent heat of condensation?
Mains Link:
Discuss the factors responsible for the formation of
tropical cyclones.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-how-severe-is-hurricane-iota-centralamerica-7054740/.

6. Cyclone ‘Nivar’:
After cyclones ‘Amphan’, ‘Nisarga’ and ‘Gati’, ‘Nivar’ is heading towards Karaikal in Puducherry and is
expected to make the landfall on November 25.
● Nivar is the third name to be used from the new list of names for North Indian Ocean Cyclones,
released in 2020. It was suggested by Iran.
● ‘Amphan’, which was proposed by Thailand, was the last name in the 2004 series.
● ‘Nisarga’, which hit Maharashtra in June, was a name given by Bangladesh while India had proposed
‘Gati’, which made landfall over Somalia
on November 22.
How are Cyclones named?
The names for tropical cyclones in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea are suggested by
Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Iran, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Yemen as per the formula
agreed by World Meteorological Organisation
and the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific in its 27th
session in 2000.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

Each country provides 13 names.

In the latest list, India had proposed:
Gati (speed), Tej (speed), Marasu (musical instrument in Tamil), Aag (fire) and Neer (water), among others, for
the new list.
The names of the next few cyclones adopted by member countries in April 2020 are as follows:
Burevi (Maldives), Tauktae (Myanmar), Yaas (Oman), and Gulab (Pakistan).
These are among the 169 names suggested by the 13 countries.
Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. List of names given by India.
2. What is a cyclone called in different
regions?
3. Favourable conditions for a cyclone to
occur?
4. How its intensity varies on land?

www.insightsonindia.com

5. Why eastern coast cyclones are more
intense?
Mains Link:
What are Cyclones? How are they named? Discuss.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/t
amil-nadu-cyclone-nivar-impact-7062838/.
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2
Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. Article 102 (1) and Article 191 (1) of the Constitution:
Under Article 102 (1) and Article 191 (1) of the Constitution, an MP or an MLA (or an MLC) is barred from
holding any office of profit under the Central or State government.
Why in News?
● The Joint Parliamentary Committee on Office of Profit is deliberating on whether an MP can continue
to teach at a university and if this draws the provisions of “Office of Profit” rules.
What is an ‘office of profit’?
If an MLA or an MP holds a government office and receives benefits from it, then that office is termed as an
“office of profit”.
● A person will be disqualified if he holds an office of profit under the central or state government, other
than an office declared not to disqualify its holder by a law passed by Parliament or state legislature.
What is the underlying principle for including ‘office of profit’ as criterion for disqualification?
1. Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel obligated to the Executive in any
way, which could influence them while discharging legislative functions.
2. In other words, an MP or MLA should be free to carry out her duties without any kind of governmental
pressure. The intent is that there should be no conflict between the duties and interests of an elected
member.
3. The office of profit law simply seeks to enforce a basic feature of the Constitution- the principle of
separation of power between the legislature and the executive.
Reasons for controversies:
● The expression “office of profit” has not
been defined in the Constitution or in the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
● It is for the courts to explain the
significance and meaning of this concept.
Over the years, courts have decided this
issue in the context of specific factual
situations.
Role of Judiciary in defining the ‘office of profit:
The Supreme Court in Pradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan
Roy (2001) outlined the four broad principles for determining whether an office attracts the constitutional
disqualification.
● First, whether the government exercises control over appointment, removal and performance of the
functions of the office
● Second, whether the office has any remuneration attached to it
● Third, whether the body in which the office is held has government powers (releasing money,
allotment of land, granting licenses etc.).
● Fourth, whether the office enables the holder to influence by way of patronage.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is an office of profit? Is it defined in
the constitution?
2. What are the basic criteria to disqualify an
MP or MLA?
www.insightsonindia.com
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4. Principles outlined by the Supreme Court
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Mains Link:
Explain the concept of ‘office of profit’. Discuss the
underlying principle for including ‘office of profit’
as criterion for disqualification.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQK7VVFT2.1&imageview=0.

2. What is the Anti Defection Law?
Context:
India’s first Member of Parliament to have been disqualified from the Lok Sabha has now been disqualified as
an MLA in Mizoram.
● Mizoram Assembly Speaker disqualifies Zoram People’s Movement MLA Lalduhoma.
Ground for disqualification:
The disqualification was on the ground that Mr. Lalduhoma had declared himself as a representative of the
Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) despite being elected as an independent candidate from the Serchhip
Assembly constituency.
● He lost the character of an independent legislator because of the declaration.
What is the anti-defection law?
The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act.
● It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the
Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House.
● The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.
When can a member be disqualified?
If a member of a house belonging to a political party:
1. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or
2. Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if
the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified.
3. If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election.
4. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature.
However, Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances:
1. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its
legislators are in favour of the merger.
2. In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original
party will face disqualification.
Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review:
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This condition
was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1992, thereby allowing appeals against the Presiding Officer’s
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court.
● However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention until the Presiding Officer gives his
order.
Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law:
Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms:
Disqualification should be limited to following cases:
● A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party.
● A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote of confidence
or motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in
danger.
Law Commission (170th Report):
www.insightsonindia.com
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●
●
●

Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.
Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection
Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger.

Election Commission:
Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the binding advice of the
Election Commission.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Names of various committees and
commissions with regard to Anti Defection
law.
2. Committees vs Commissions.
3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial
review.
4. Merger vs Split of political parties.
5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the
presiding officer?

6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts.
Mains Link:
Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has
this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/other-states/mizoram-mlawho-was-indira-gandhis-security-chiefdisqualified/article33191798.ece/amp/.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. Contempt of Court:
Context:
Attorney General declines consent to initiate contempt case against Andhra CM Jagan Reddy.
What's the issue?
Last month, CM Jagan Reddy had written to the CJI S.A. Bobde, alleging the Andhra Pradesh HC was being used
to 'destabilise and topple my democratically elected government'.
● Following this, a lawyer had written a letter to AG seeking his consent to initiate contempt proceedings
against Reddy and his advisor.
What is Contempt?
While the basic idea of a contempt law is to punish those who do not respect the orders of the courts, in the
Indian context, contempt is also used to punish speech that lowers the dignity of the court and interferes with
the administration of justice.
Contempt of court can be of two kinds:
Civil, that is the willful disobedience of a court order or judgment or willful breach of an undertaking given to a
court.
Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any act that scandalises the court or lowers its authority or
prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judicial proceeding or interferes/obstructs the administration
of justice.
Relevant provisions:
● Articles 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers the Supreme Court and High Court
respectively to punish people for their respective contempt.
● Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the power of the High Court to punish
contempts of its subordinate courts.
● The Constitution also includes contempt of court as a reasonable restriction to the freedom of speech
and expression under Article 19, along with elements like public order and defamation.
Please Note:
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There is no requirement for the Supreme Court to take Attorney General's consent in initiating a criminal
contempt proceeding on its own as it exercises "inherent power" under the Constitution in issuing the show
cause notice.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases.
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of
Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006.
4. Civil vs Criminal contempt.
5. Rights under Article 19.

6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act
of 1971 is related to?
Mains Link:
Discuss how contempt cases are handled by
Supreme Court in India.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GF17U4IR0.1&imageview=0.

2. HC panel questions setting up of special courts to try MPs:
Context:
A three-judge committee of the Madras High Court has questioned the constitutional validity of setting up
special courts to exclusively try MPs and MLAs for various crimes.
Why separate courts should not be set up?
● Courts should be “offence-centric” and not “offender-centric.”
● Special courts can only be constituted by a statute and not by executive or judicial fiats.
Why these observations seem significant?
Timing of the report: The HC committee report comes in the face of a 2017 Supreme Court order authorising
the Centre to set up 12 special courts to exclusively try criminal politicians across the country.
It also comes at a time when a three-judge Bench of the apex court is looking at ways to expedite these trials
pending for years, in some cases, for decades.
But, why do we need special courts?
1. There are more than 4000 cases pending against legislators across the country. Of this, the number of
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556.
2. The cases against the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public
property, defamation and cheating.
3. A large number of cases were for violation of Section 188 IPC for wilful disobedience and obstruction of
orders promulgated by public servants.
4. A large number of cases were pending at the appearance stage and even non-bailable warrants (NBWs)
issued by courts have not been executed.
5. Besides, in Bihar, 89% Assembly constituencies have three or more candidates who have declared
criminal cases against themselves in their affidavits for the ongoing elections.
What is the way out?
1. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted.
2. The RP Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending
from contesting elections.
3. Fast-track courts should decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly.
4. Bring greater transparency in campaign financing.
5. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of
political parties.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Section 8 of the RP Act.
2. SC guidelines.
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Mains Link:
Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of
politics and what the Supreme Court done to
address these concerns?

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GK07U4EFR.1&imageview=0.

3. Haryana clears Bill on right to recall panchayat member:
Context:
The Haryana Panchayati Raj (Second Amendment) Bill, 2020 passed in the state Assembly.
● The amendment is aimed at increasing their accountability to the voters.
The Bill:
● Provides the right to recall members of Panchayati Raj institutions to those who elected them.
● Gives women 50% reservation in these rural bodies.
● Provides 8% reservation to the “more disadvantaged” among the Backward Classes.
● Allows the recall of village sarpanches and members of the block-level panchayat samitis and districtlevel zila parishads if they fail to perform.
Procedure to be followed:
1. To recall a sarpanch and members of the two bodies, 50% members of a ward or gram sabha have to
give in writing that they want to initiate proceedings.
2. This will be followed by a secret ballot, in which their recall will require two-third members voting
against them.
The key mandatory provisions of the 73rd and 74th amendments, are:
● Regular direct elections to all local bodies.
● Setting up of state-level election commission and finance commissions.
● Mandatory reservation of seats for Dalits and Adivasis in every local body, proportionate to their share
in the population.
● 33% reservation for women.
● Setting up of District Planning Committees that consolidate plans of rural and urban bodies.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments.
2. List of subjects covered in the 11th
Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
3. About the State Election Commission.
4. Overview of the Haryana Panchayati Raj
(Second Amendment) Bill, 2020.

Mains Link:
Discuss the provisions of the Haryana Panchayati
Raj (Second Amendment) Bill, 2020.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GH87UKA0F.1&imageview=0

4. Why Jharkhand is seeking a separate religious code for Sarna tribals?
Context:
Jharkhand government has passed a resolution to send the Centre a letter to recognise Sarna religion and
include it as a separate code in the Census of 2021.
What is the Sarna religion?
The holy grail of the faith is “Jal, Jungle, Zameen” and its followers pray to the trees and hills while believing in
protecting the forest areas.
● It is believed that 50 lakhs tribal in the entire country put their religion as ‘Sarna’ in the 2011 census,
although it was not a code.
What's the issue now?
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Many of the tribals who follow this faith have later converted to Christianity—the state has more than 4%
Christians most of whom are tribals.
● The issue now is that the converted tribals are taking the benefits of reservation as a minority as well
as the benefits given to Schedule Tribes.
● So, those who are still following only Sarna faith say that benefits should be given specifically to them
and not those who have converted.
Why the separate code?
● The population of Sarna tribals in the state has declined from the 38.3 per cent in 1931 to 26.02 per
cent in 2011. One of the reasons for this was tribals who go for work in different states not being
recorded in the Census.
● In other states, they are not counted as Tribals.
Therefore, the separate code will ensure recording of their population.
What sense does a separate code make?
Between 1871 and 1951, the tribals had a different code. However,
it was changed around 1961-62.
● Experts say that when today the entire world is focusing on
reducing pollution and protecting the environment, it is
prudent that Sarna becomes a religious code as the soul of
this religion is to protect nature and the environment.
● The protection of their language and history is an important
aspect with tribals.
If the Centre approves the new Sarna code, Census 2021 would have to make space for a new religion.
● Currently, citizens can choose from only six religions: Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism
and Jainism.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Implications of having a separate code.
2. About Sarna Tribes.
3. Their beliefs and faith.

Mains Link:
What sense does a separate code make? Discuss in
the context of demands by Sarna community to
recognise it as a separate religion and include it as
a separate code in the Census of 2021.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-jharkhand-is-seeking-a-separate-religious-code-forsarna-tribals-7048700/.

5. How has the Supreme Court interpreted Article 32 over the years?
Context:
A Supreme Court Bench headed by Chief Justice of India S A Bobde has observed that it is “trying to
discourage” individuals from filing petitions under Article 32 of the Constitution.
● The observation came during the hearing of a petition seeking the release of journalist Siddique
Kappan, who was arrested with three others while on their way to Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, to report on
an alleged gangrape and murder.
What is Article 32?
Article 32 deals with the ‘Right to Constitutional Remedies’, or affirms the right to move the Supreme Court
by appropriate proceedings for the enforcement of the rights conferred in Part III of the Constitution.
● It states that the Supreme Court “shall have power to issue directions or orders or writs, including
writs in the nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo warranto and certiorari, whichever
may be appropriate, for the enforcement of any of the rights conferred by this Part”.
Key Points:
● The right guaranteed by this Article “shall not be suspended except as otherwise provided for by this
Constitution”.
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●

Only if any of these fundamental rights is violated can a person can approach the Supreme Court
directly under Article 32.

Can High Courts be approached in cases of violation of fundamental rights?
In civil or criminal matters, the first remedy available to an aggrieved person is that of trial courts, followed by
an appeal in the High Court and then the Supreme Court.
When it comes to violation of fundamental rights, an individual can approach the High Court under Article 226
or the Supreme Court directly under Article 32.
● Article 226, however, is not a fundamental right like Article 32.
What have been the Supreme Court’s recent
observations on Article 32?
In Romesh Thappar vs State of Madras (1950),
the Supreme Court observed that Article 32
provides a “guaranteed” remedy for the
enforcement of fundamental rights.
● This Court is thus constituted the
protector and guarantor of fundamental
rights, and it cannot, consistently with
the responsibility so laid upon it, refuse
to entertain applications seeking
protection against infringements of such
rights,” the court observed.
During the Emergency, in Additional District
Magistrate, Jabalpur vs S S Shukla (1976), the
Supreme Court had said that the citizen loses his right to approach the court under Article 32.
Finally, Constitutional experts say that it is eventually at the discretion of the Supreme Court and each
individual judge to decide whether an intervention is warranted in a case, which could also be heard by the
High Court first.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Types of Writs.
2. Writs jurisdiction of the Supreme Court vs
High Courts.
3. About Articles 226 and 32.
4. Who can approach the Supreme Court
under Article 32?

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Article 32 of the Indian
Constitution.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
rticle-32-and-supreme-court-fundamental-rights7055040/.

6. How Election Commission decides on party symbols?
Context:
In a major setback for the Kerala Congress (M) PJ Joseph faction, which is part of the UDF in the state, the
Kerala High Court has dismissed the petitions challenging the Election Commission's order declaring the group
led by Jose K Mani as the official Kerala Congress (M) and granting it the official election symbol of “two
leaves”.
● The Court said it cannot, in the exercise of the jurisdiction under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India, interfere with the finding of the Commission.
How are symbols allotted to political parties?
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted:
1. A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols from the EC’s free symbols list at the time of
filing nomination papers.
2. Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis.
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3. When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the
symbol.
Powers of Election Commission:
The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers
the EC to recognise political parties and allot symbols.
● Under Paragraph 15 of the Order, it can decide disputes among rival
groups or sections of a recognised political party staking claim to its
name and symbol.
● The EC is also the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a
merger. The Supreme Court upheld its validity in Sadiq Ali and
another vs. ECI in 1971.
How many types of symbols are there?
As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment)
Order, 2017, party symbols are either:
1. Reserved: Eight national parties and 64 state parties across the country have “reserved” symbols.
2. Free: The Election Commission also has a pool of nearly 200 “free” symbols that are allotted to the
thousands of unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Recognition of political parties.
2. What are state parties and national
parties?
3. Benefits for recognized parties.
4. Who assigns party symbols? What are the
types?
5. Who decides on issues related to merger of
political parties?

6. Article 226 is related to?
Mains Link:
Discuss how are symbols allotted to political
parties?
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GIM8032BU.1&imageview=0.

7. Why Punjab’s claim over Chandigarh is stronger than that of Haryana?
Context:
Haryana Government recently suggested that it would be better if both Haryana and Punjab agreed on
Chandigarh as a Union Territory and make their independent capitals and Benches of High Courts.
Why was Chandigarh created?
● Chandigarh was planned to replace Lahore, the capital of erstwhile Punjab, which became part of
Pakistan during the Partition.
● From 1952 to 1966 (till Haryana was carved out of Punjab), Chandigarh remained the capital of Punjab.
● At the time of reorganisation of Punjab in 1966, the city assumed the unique distinction of being the
capital of both Punjab and Haryana, even as it was declared a union territory and was placed under the
direct control of the Centre.
What was announced then?
The-then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had announced that Haryana, in due course, would have its own capital
and Chandigarh would go to Punjab.
Again, in 1985, under the Rajiv-Longowal accord, Chandigarh was to be handed over to Punjab on January 26,
1986, but the Rajiv Gandhi government withdrew at the last minute.
Recent Developments:
In 2018, Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar suggested to set up a special body for development of Chandigarh,
but the Punjab CM rejected it, saying the city “indisputably belonged to Punjab”.
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●

Haryana, on its part, has been demanding a separate High Court and even locked horns with Punjab by
passing a resolution in the Vidhan Sabha demanding 20 rooms in the Vidhan Sabha complex that have
been in the possession of Punjab.

8. Centre within its rights to suspend MPLADS, says Bombay high court:
Context:
Recent Bombay High Court ruling:
● The Union government was within its powers to suspend the MPLAD scheme and divert such funds to
combat Covid-19.
● Besides, this (Covid-19) is a disaster so the government will have to resort to Disaster Management Act.
It is within its powers to invoke the Act.
What's the issue?
The Union government had resorted to Disaster Management Act to suspend the member of Parliament local
area development (MPLAD) scheme in April this year.
● A petition was filed against this in the Court.
About MPLAD scheme:
● Launched in December, 1993.
● Seeks to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliament to recommend works of developmental
nature for creation of durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities including
community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs.
● The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by Government of India.
● The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore.
Special focus:
1. MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for
the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by S.T.
population.
2. In order to encourage trusts and societies for the betterment of tribal people, a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh is
stipulated for building assets by trusts and societies subject to conditions prescribed in the scheme
guidelines.
Release of Funds:
1. Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to the district authorities.
2. The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable.
3. The liability of funds not released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years,
subject to eligibility.
The MPs have a recommendatory role under the scheme.
● The district authority is empowered to examine the eligibility of works, sanction funds and select the
implementing agencies, prioritise works, supervise overall execution, and monitor the scheme at the
ground level.
● At least 10% of the projects under implementation in the district are to be inspected every year by
the district authority.
Recommendation of works:
1. The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective constituencies.
2. The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the state from which they
are elected.
3. Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for implementation
anywhere in the country.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
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2. Where can nominated MPs recommend
their works?
3. Is there any special focus on SC and ST
Welfare?
4. Difference between grants and loans?
5. Implementing agencies.

Mains Link:
Critically examine whether MPLADS has helped in
bridging the gaps in provisioning of public services?
Link:https://m.timesofindia.com/india/centrewithin-its-rights-to-suspend-mplads-says-bombayhigh-court/amp_articleshow/79390186.cms.

9. HC has taken over executive functions: A.P:
Context:
Andhra Pradesh government recently told the Supreme Court that Andhra Pradesh High Court has “virtually
taken over the executive functions of the State”.
Instances in support of this allegation:
A November 2 direction of the High Court to the State to submit before it the construction plans for a guest
house proposed in Vishakapatnam.
What's the issue now?
● State government says that the High Court had “seriously violated the doctrine of Separation of
Powers”.
● Besides, in doing so, the High Court has completely ignored the warning that the Supreme Court has,
time and again, sounded advising the courts to respect the other co-equal organs of the State and to
refrain from assuming such powers to itself.
What has the Supreme Court said on the issue?
A 2008 judgment of the Supreme Court said “in the name of judicial activism, judges cannot cross their limits
and try to take over functions which belong to another organ of the State”.
Concerns associated with Judicial Activism:
The independence of the judiciary is jeopardised when courts become embroiled in the passions of the day
(Observation made by the U.S. Supreme Court).
What is Judicial Activism?
It refers to the court’s decision, based on the judges personal wisdom that do not go rigidly within the text of
the statutory passed by the legislature and the use of judicial power broadly to provide remedies to the wide
range of social wrongs for ensuring proper justice.
The Doctrine of separation of Power:
The Constitution, under various provisions, has clearly drawn the line between Legislature and the Judiciary to
maintain their independence in their respective functioning.
● Article 121 and 211 forbid the legislature from discussing the conduct of any judge in the discharge of
his duties.
● Articles 122 and 212 prevent the courts from sitting in judgment over the internal proceedings of the
legislature.
● Article 105(2) and 194(2) protect the legislators from the interference of the Courts with regards to
his/her freedom of speech and freedom to vote.
Benefits:
1. Provides a system of checks and balances to the other government branches.
2. Brings out required innovation in the form of a solution.
3. Provides judges to use their personal wisdom in cases where the law failed to provide a balance.
4. It shows the instilled trust placed in the justice system and its judgments.
5. Checks misuse of public power.
6. Provides speedy solutions where the legislature gets stuck in the issue of majority.
www.insightsonindia.com

29

InsightsIAS

Disadvantages or concerns associated:
1. Violates the line drawn by the constitution.
2. Judicial opinions of the judges become standards for ruling other cases.
3. Judgment may be influenced by personal or selfish motives.
4. Repeated interference of courts can erode the faith of the people in the quality, integrity and efficiency
of governmental institutions.
5. Courts limit the functioning of government.
Conclusion:
In Ram Jawaya v. The State of Punjab (1955), the court
observed: “Our Constitution does not contemplate assumption,
by one organ or part of the state, of functions that essentially
belong to another.”
● This implies that there should be a broad separation of
powers in the Constitution among the three organs of
the state (legislative, executive, judiciary) and that one
organ should not encroach into the domain of another.
If this happens, the delicate balance in the Constitution
will be upset and there will be chaos.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GBA80MLB9.1&imageview=0.

10. ‘Accused can get bail if probe is not over in time’:
Context:
In a judgement, the Supreme Court has held that an accused, irrespective of the merits of the case against
him, should be granted “default” or “complusive” bail if the investigating agency does not complete the probe
within a prescribed time limit.
Provisions in this regard:
An accused has an “indefeasible right” to default bail
under Section 167(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure
if the probe agency failed to complete the investigation
on time.
Under Section 167, an accused can be detained in
custody for a maximum of 90 days for a crime
punishable with death, life imprisonment or a sentence
of over 10 years. It is 60 days of detention if the probe
relates to any other offence.
● Also, Magistrates have to mandatorily inform
the accused, especially those from the poor
sections, of their statutory right to apply for
default bail.
Why there is ever increasing of undertrials in prisons?
1. Overburdened judiciary is a major reason for the
delay in justice.
2. Police and prison officials often fail to fulfill their
roles, leading to long delays in trials.
3. Most of the undertrials come from disadvantaged social groups — several surveys have shown that 5055% of the undertrials are from minority communities and Dalits.
4. Lack of resources constricts their ability to seek out lawyers and hostile police and prison authorities
are rarely of help — despite a 1980 Supreme Court ruling that Article 21 of the Constitution entitles
prisoners to a fair and speedy trial as part of their fundamental right to life and liberty.
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Section 167 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.
2. Articles 20 and 22 of the Indian
Constitution.
3. Overview of Article 21.

Mains Link: A large number of the poor, the Dalits
and people from the minority communities are
languishing in jail as undertrials because of a
property-based bail system and a poor legal aid
mechanism. How can speedy dispensation of
justice be ensured to these undertrials? Comment.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GE07VGTVC.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries

1. How is the American President elected?
Who can become the President of the United States of America (USA)?
A candidate should be:
1. A natural-born citizen of the United States.
2. A resident of the United States for 14 years.
3. At least 35 years old.
Who can vote?
The US President and Vice President are not elected
directly by the people. Instead, they are chosen by
“electors” through a process called the “Electoral
College”.
How does the electoral college work?
The number of electors from each state is roughly in
line with the size of its population. Each state gets as
many electors as it has lawmakers in the US
Congress (representatives in the House and
senators).
● There are 538 electors in total.
● Each elector represents one electoral vote,
and a candidate needs to gain a majority of
the votes - 270 or more - to win the
presidency.
What happens if no candidate gets a majority?
The House of Representatives, the lower house of US lawmakers, will then vote to elect the president.
● This has happened only once, when in 1824 four candidates split the electoral vote, denying any one of
them a majority.
● With two parties dominating the US system, this is unlikely to happen today.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Differences between Presidential and
Parliamentary form of government.
2. How is the US President elected?

3. Differences between Presidents of India
and the US.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GP57U7VFT.1&imageview=0.

2. Trump is not conceding defeat; what’s next?
Context:
U.S. President Donald Trump has not conceded defeat to his Democratic rival Joe Biden in the November 3
presidential election.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Mr. Trump and his supporters have alleged voter fraud and mounted legal challenges in several swing
States.

What would happen if Donald Trump refused to leave the White House?
● Trump is trying to mount legal pressure. He has filed lawsuits in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Arizona,
asking courts to prevent State officials from certifying the vote. But once the legal disputes have been
settled and if he is shown to have lost then he really has no legal right to remain there.
● But, if the president still refuses to leave the office, the Secret Service and the FBI will be on the
ground. The FBI and Secret Service control the White House.
Has a president ever refused to leave the White House before?
No. Never in US history has a president ever refused to leave the White House, or peacefully transfer over
power. Of the 44 Presidents who served before Trump, 35 willingly ceded power to their successor after either
their two-term limit ended, they lost an election, or they chose not to run again.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GJT7V9DPT.1&imageview=0.

3. President's powers to pardon- in US, India:
Context:
US President Donald Trump recently exercised his powers under the Constitution to pardon Michael Flynn, his
former National Security Advisor, who had twice pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI.
What is the extent of the US President's power to pardon?
● US President has the constitutional right to pardon or commute sentences related to federal crimes.
● This power is granted without limit and cannot be restricted by Congress.
● Similarly, Clemency is a broad executive power, and is discretionary- meaning the President is not
answerable for his pardons, and does not have to provide a reason for issuing one.
Limitations:
● This power cannot be exercised in cases of impeachment.
● The power only applies to federal crimes and not state crimes.
Clemency powers of the Indian President under article 72:
It says that the President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence.
The President can exercise these powers:
● In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial;
● In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to
which the executive power of the Union extends;
● In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death.
Key facts:
1. This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers.
2. The constitution does not provide for any mechanism to question the legality of decisions of President
or governors exercising mercy jurisdiction.
3. But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of
President and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness.
InstaLinks:
2. Applicability of judicial review.
Prelims Link:
3. Article 72 is related to?
1. Pardoning powers of President vs
4. US President's power to pardon.
Governors in India.
Mains Link:Present a detailed comparison of pardoning powers of president and Governor in India.
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Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

1. Can states refuse to implement Central laws?
Context:
Rajasthan passes Bills to stall Centre’s farm laws.
The three Bills, pertaining to the State amendments to the Central statutes, were:
1. The Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) (Rajasthan Amendment) Bill,
2020.
2. The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services
(Rajasthan Amendment) Bill, 2020.
3. The Essential Commodities (Special Provisions and Rajasthan Amendment) Bill, 2020.
What's the main issue here?
The three agriculture laws are a clear infringement on the states’ right to legislate.
● The main subjects of the three acts are agriculture and market that are essentially state subjects as
per the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.
● However, the Central government finagled its way into the legislation by misconstruing its authority on
food items, a subject in the Concurrent List, as authority over the subject agriculture.
● However, food items and agricultural products are distinct categories as many agricultural products in
their raw forms are not food items and vice versa.
What does the Constitution say on this?
Agriculture is in the state list under the Constitution.
But, Entry 33 of the Concurrent List provides Centre and the states powers to control production, supply and
distribution of products of any industry, including agriculture.
● Usually, when a state wants to amend a Central law made under one of the items in the concurrent
list, it needs the clearance of the Centre.
● When a state law contradicts a Central law on the same subject, the law passed by Parliament
prevails.
Why the Constitution has envisaged such an arrangement?
This is an arrangement envisaged as most Parliament laws apply to the whole of India and states amending the
Central laws indiscriminately could lead to inconsistencies in different regions on the application of the same
law. In matters of trade and commerce, this could especially pose serious problems.
The other option available with the states is:
To take Centre to the Supreme Court over the validity of these laws.
● Article 131 of the Constitution provides exclusive jurisdiction to the Supreme Court to adjudicate
matters between the states and the Centre.
● Article 254 (2) of the Constitution empowers state governments to pass legislations which negate the
Central acts in the matters enumerated under the Concurrent List.
○ A state legislation passed under Article 254 (2) requires the assent of the President of India.
Redefining state agricultural markets:
Another way is to pass a state law that redefines state agricultural markets as the trade area that is specified
in the Central law (the agricultural market is a place where farmers sell their produce).
Once the notion of a state market is equivalent to the Central government’s notion of the trade area, state
governments can easily add specifications and additional measures.
● A state law can include a provision that says that MSP will be applicable to all state agriculture
markets.
● Since state markets are equivalent to the Centre’s notion of the trade area, a state clause will be
automatically applicable to the trade area that is mentioned in the Centre’s Bill too.
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●

Since there is no reference in the Central Bills about MSP, the question of inconsistency does not arise
at all.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who sets Minimum Support Price?
2. Articles 131 and 254(2).
3. Overview of 7th Schedule of the Indian
Constitution.
4. What happens when a State's law
contravenes centre's law?

Mains Link:
The three agriculture laws passed by the Centre
recently are a clear infringement on the states’
right to legislate. Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GK07U4EGD.1&imageview=0.

2. Winter session of Parliament unlikely amid rising COVID cases:
Context:
The winter session of Parliament that usually commences by last week of November is unlikely to be held due
to the high number of COVID-19 cases in Delhi.
Background:
Article 85 says the President can summon a session of Parliament “at such time and place as he thinks fit”.
Thus, a session can be called on the recommendation of the government, which decides its date and duration.
Have there been any such instances in the past?
As per parliamentary records, there have only been three instances in the past of the winter session not being
held — in 1975, 1979 and 1984.
What the Constitution says?
Article 85 requires that there should not be a gap of more than six months between two sessions of
Parliament.
● Therefore, with the monsoon session of Parliament held in September, the government has no
constitutional compulsion to hold a winter session.
Besides, the Constitution does not specify when or for how many days Parliament should meet.
Why is a Parliamentary Session important?
● Law-making is dependent on when Parliament meets.
● Also, a thorough scrutiny of the government’s functioning and deliberation on national issues can
only take place when the two Houses are in session.
● Predictability in the functioning of Parliament is key to a well-functioning democracy.
How does it help to have Parliament in session throughout the year?
There are three main advantages.
1. It enables detailed planning of legislative and policy work all year round.
2. It negates the need for enacting Ordinances.
3. It enables accountability of government functioning by Parliament throughout the year.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who can Summon the Parliament?
2. Article 85.
3. Sessions of the Parliament.
4. For how many days in a year the
Parliament has to meet?

www.insightsonindia.com

5. Who chairs the joint sitting of the
Parliament?
Mains Link:
Why is a Parliamentary Session important? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8F7VL1CE.1&imageview=0.
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3. Winter session of Parliament unlikely amid rising COVID cases:
Context:
The winter session of Parliament that usually commences by last week of November is unlikely to be held due
to the high number of COVID-19 cases in Delhi.
Background:
Article 85 says the President can summon a session of Parliament “at such time and place as he thinks fit”.
Thus, a session can be called on the recommendation of the government, which decides its date and duration.
Have there been any such instances in the past?
As per parliamentary records, there have only been three instances in the past of the winter session not being
held — in 1975, 1979 and 1984.
What the Constitution says?
Article 85 requires that there should not be a gap of more than six months between two sessions of
Parliament.
● Therefore, with the monsoon session of Parliament held in September, the government has no
constitutional compulsion to hold a winter session.
Besides, the Constitution does not specify when or for how many days Parliament should meet.
Why is a Parliamentary Session important?
● Law-making is dependent on when Parliament meets.
● Also, a thorough scrutiny of the government’s functioning and deliberation on national issues can
only take place when the two Houses are in session.
● Predictability in the functioning of Parliament is key to a well-functioning democracy.
How does it help to have Parliament in session throughout the year?
There are three main advantages.
4. It enables detailed planning of legislative and policy work all year round.
5. It negates the need for enacting Ordinances.
6. It enables accountability of government functioning by Parliament throughout the year.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
6. Who can Summon the Parliament?
7. Article 85.
8. Sessions of the Parliament.
9. For how many days in a year the
Parliament has to meet?

10. Who chairs the joint sitting of the
Parliament?
Mains Link:
Why is a Parliamentary Session important? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8F7VL1CE.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and
Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their
role in the Polity.

1. What is ‘contempt of court’, and why does the A-G have to consent to
these proceedings?
Context:
Attorney General K K Venugopal gave his consent for the initiation of criminal contempt proceedings against
stand-up comedian Kunal Kamra for his tweets following the Supreme Court’s decision to grant interim bail to
television anchor Arnab Goswami.
What is contempt of court?
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According to the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, contempt of court can either be civil contempt or criminal
contempt.
Civil contempt means wilful disobedience of any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ or other process of a
court, or wilful breach of an undertaking given to a court.
Criminal contempt is attracted by the publication (whether by words, spoken or written, or by signs, or by
visible representations, or otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any other act whatsoever which:
1. Scandalises or tends to scandalise, or lowers or tends to lower the authority of, any court; or
2. Prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere with, the due course of any judicial proceeding; or
3. Interferes or tends to interfere with, or obstructs or tends to obstruct, the administration of justice in
any other manner.
Why is the A-G’s consent needed to initiate contempt of court proceedings?
As per the provisions of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971: “In the case of a criminal contempt, other than a
contempt referred to in Section 14 (“Procedure where contempt is in the face of the Supreme Court or a High
Court”), the Supreme Court or the High Court may take action on its own motion or on a motion made by (a)
the Advocate-General, or (b) any other person, with the consent in writing of the Advocate-General”.
What is the punishment for contempt of court?
May be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to two thousand rupees, or with both, provided that the accused may be discharged or the punishment
awarded may be remitted on apology being made to the satisfaction of the court.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Powers of SC vs HCs wrt Contempt cases.
2. Constitutional provisions in this regard.
3. Changes brought about by Contempt of
Courts (Amendment) Act, 2006.
4. Civil vs Criminal contempt.
5. Rights under Article 19.
6. Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act
of 1971 is related to?

Mains Link:
Discuss how contempt cases are handled by
Supreme Court in India.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-contempt-of-court-attorney-general7049560/.

Topics: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

1. One Nation, One Election:
Context:
PM recently again pitched for ‘One Nation, One Election’, saying it is the need of the country as elections
taking place every few months hamper development works.
● This was suggested at the recently held 80th All India Presiding Officers Conference.
● He also suggested that only one voter list should be used for Lok Sabha, Vidhan Sabha and other
elections.
What is 'One Nation, One Election'?
It refers to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, Panchayats and Urban local bodies
simultaneously, once in five year.
But, what are the challenges posed by frequent elections?
1. Massive expenditure.
2. Policy paralysis that results from the imposition of the Model Code of Conduct during election time.
3. Impact on delivery of essential services.
4. Burden on crucial manpower that is deployed during election time.
5. Puts pressure on political parties, especially smaller ones, as elections are becoming increasingly
expensive.
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Benefits of Simultaneous Elections:
● Governance and consistency: The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance
rather than having to be in campaign mode forever.
● Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration.
● Continuity in policies and programmes.
● Efficiency of Governance: Populist measures by governments will reduce.
● The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections are held at a time.
Impact on Regional parties:
There is always a tendency for voters to vote the same party in power in the state and at the Centre in case the
Lok Sabha polls and the state elections are held together.
For simultaneous elections to be implemented, Changes to be made in Constitution and Legislations:
1. Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament need an amendment.
2. Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president).
3. Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures).
The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be amended to build in provisions for stability of
tenure for both parliament and assemblies. This should include the following crucial elements:
1. Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate procedures required for simultaneous
elections
2. A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the 1951 act.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Model Code of Conduct?
2. Powers of the Election Commission to
conduct elections.
3. Overview of the Representation of People
Act, 1951 Act.
4. Overview of Articles- 83, 85 and 172.

Mains Link:
Discuss the merits and demerits of the concept of
“One nation, One election” for Indian polity.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G3680MLE4.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

1. Governor can rule on Rajiv convicts plea:
Context:
Supreme Court has said the Multi-Disciplinary Monitoring Agency (MDMA) investigation into the “larger
conspiracy” behind Rajiv Gandhi assassination in 1991 need not deter the Tamil Nadu Governor from deciding
the plea for pardon of convicts like A.G. Perarivalan, who have been serving their sentence in jail for over two
decades.
● The court has also made it clear that it was reluctant to exercise its jurisdiction when the Governor was
already seized of Perarivalan’s plea for pardon under Article 161 of the Constitution.
Background:
Perarivalan had applied to the Governor for pardon on December 30, 2015. Almost three years later, on
September 2018, the Supreme Court asked the Governor to decide the pardon plea as he “deemed fit”.
Pardoning Powers of Governor:
Article 161 deals with the Pardoning Power of the Governor.
● The Governor can grant pardons, reprieves, respites and remissions of punishments or suspend, remit
and commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against any law relating to a matter
to which the executive power of the state extends.
● The Governor cannot Pardon a Death Sentence. (The President has the power of Pardon a death
Sentence).
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●

The Governor cannot grant pardon, reprieve, respite, suspension, remission or commutation in
respect to punishment or sentence by a court-martial. However, the President can do so.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
● A detailed overview of Pardoning powers of
Governor vs President.
● Constitutional provisions related.
● Appeals against those decisions.
● Can the Courts intervene in such matters?
● Role of Cabinet in such matters.

Mains Link:
Present a detailed comparison of pardoning powers
of president and Governor in India.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/rajiv-murder-case-probeinto-larger-conspiracy-does-not-concern-convictsalready-in-jail-says-sc/article33010749.ece/amp/.

2. Fifteenth Finance Commission:
Context:
The Fifteenth Finance Commission led by Chairman N K Singh, submitted its Report to the President of India.
● The Report will be available in the public domain once it is tabled in the Parliament by the Union
Government.
Background:
The Finance Commission was required to submit two reports. The first report, consisting of recommendations
for the financial year 2020-21, was tabled in Parliament.
Terms of reference (ToR):
1. The Commission was asked to give its
recommendations on many unique and
wide-ranging issues in its terms of reference.
2. Apart from the vertical and horizontal tax
devolution, local government grants,
disaster management grant, the Commission
was also asked to examine and recommend
performance incentives for States in many
areas like power sector, adoption of DBT,
solid waste management etc.
3. The Commission was also asked to examine
whether a separate mechanism for funding
of defence and internal security ought to be
set up and if so how such a mechanism could
be operationalised.
What is the Finance Commission?
The Finance Commission is a constitutionally mandated body that is at the centre of fiscal federalism.
● Set up under Article 280 of the Constitution, its core responsibility is to evaluate the state of finances
of the Union and State Governments, recommend the sharing of taxes between them, lay down the
principles determining the distribution of these taxes among States.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. FC- composition.
2. Functions of FC.
3. Appointment of members and constitution
of FC.
4. Types of FC grants.
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5. Formula used by 15th finance commission.
Mains Link:
Give an account of the composition and functions
of the Finance Commission as mentioned in the
Constitution of India.
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3. Judge recuses himself from Jagan case:
Context:
Justice U.U. Lalit of the Supreme Court has recused himself from hearing separate writ petitions that sought
action against the Andhra Pradesh government and Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy for levelling “false,
vague and political allegations” against Supreme Court judge N.V. Ramana and other High Court judges.
Why?
The judge withdrew from the case because he had, as a lawyer, represented some of the parties involved in the
case.
What is a recusal?
Judicial disqualification, referred to as recusal, is the act of abstaining from participation in an official action
such as a legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court official or administrative officer.
General Grounds for Recusal:
Motions to recuse or disqualify judges and other adjudicators have been made for all sorts of reasons.
● Most commonly such motions are predicated upon a claim that the judge is biased in favour of one
party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective observer would think he might be.
But such motions are also made on many
other grounds, including the challenged
judge’s:
1. Interest in the subject matter, or
relationship with someone who is
interested in it.
2. Background or experience, such as
the judge’s prior work as a lawyer.
3. Personal knowledge about the
parties or the facts of the case.
4. Ex parte communications with
lawyers or non-lawyers.
5. Rulings, comments or conduct.
Are there any laws in this regard?
There are no definite rules on recusals by
Judges.
● Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinion in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of
India (2015) held that “Where a judge has a pecuniary interest, no further inquiry as to whether there
was a ‘real danger’ or ‘reasonable suspicion’ of bias is required to be undertaken”.
● Besides, In taking oath of office, judges, both of the Supreme Court and of the high courts, promise to
perform their duties, to deliver justice, “without fear or favour, affection or ill-will”.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Grounds for Judicial Disqualification.
2. Who administers oath to Supreme Court
and High Court judges?
3. Articles 127 and 128 of the Indian
Constitution are related to?

Mains Link:
Recusal has become a selective call of morality for
Supreme Court judges. Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8F7VL1C0.1&imageview=0.

4. Speaker of the Lok Sabha:
Context:
Vijay Kumar Sinha is Bihar Assembly Speaker.
Speaker of the Lok Sabha:
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The chairman or the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha is called Speaker.
● Elected from all other members by simple majority.
Functions and Powers of Lok Sabha Speakers:
1. Speaker of Lok Sabha is basically the head of the house and presides over the sittings and controls its
working.
2. The constitution has tried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his salary on the
consolidated Fund of India and the same is not subject to vote of Parliament.
3. While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament have to address
only to the Speaker.
4. Whenever there is a joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha) the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha presides over this meeting.
5. The Speaker of Lok Sabha comes at sixth position in the Order of Precedence of Government of India.
6. In the normal circumstances the Speaker does not casts his vote over any matter in Lok Sabha. But
when ever there is a tie on votes between the ruling party and opposition, the Speaker at that time can
exercise his vote.
7. It is the Speaker who decides the agenda of various discussions.
8. The speaker has the power to adjourn or suspend the house/meetings if the quorum is not met.
9. The Speaker ensures the discipline and decorum of the house. If the speaker finds the behaviour of a
member is not good, he/she can punish the unruly members by suspending.
10. The Speaker decides weather a bill brought to the house is a money bill or not. In the case Speaker
decides some bill as a money bill, this decision can not be challenged.
11. Speaker is the final and sole authority to allow different types of motions and resolutions such as No
Confidence Motion, Motion of Adjournment, Censure Motion etc.
12. The Speaker of Lok Sabha does not leave the office just after dissolution of the assembly. He
continues to be in the office till the newly formed assembly takes its first meeting and elects the new
Speaker.
The Speaker of Lok Sabha automatically disqualifies from his post if:
1. he is no longer the Member of Parliament.
2. if he tenders his resignation to the Deputy Speaker.
3. if he holds the office of profit under central government or any state government.
4. if he is of unsound mind and that too declared by the court of law.
5. if he is declared undischarged insolvent.
6. if he is no longer the citizen of India or voluntarily accepts the citizenship of any other country.
7. if he is removed from the post of Speaker by passing a resolution by majority of the members of Lok
Sabha. This is to note that during resolution for removal of Speaker, the Speaker is not in position to
cast his vote even if there is tie.
Speaker and the Committees:
1. The Committees of the House function under the overall direction of the Speaker. All such Committees
are constituted by her or by the House.
2. The Chairmen of all Parliamentary Committees are nominated by her.
3. Any procedural problems in the functioning of the Committees are referred to her for directions.
4. Committees like the Business Advisory Committee, the General Purposes Committee and the Rules
Committee work directly under her Chairmanship.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Election of Speaker.
2. Functions.
3. Powers.
4. Removal.
5. Grounds for removal.
www.insightsonindia.com

6. Committees he is associated with.
Mains Link:
Discuss the roles and functions of the Speaker.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GMD80ISH0.1&imageview=0.
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5. The Chief Minister: Appointment, Power, Function and Position:
Context:
Janata Dal (United) president Nitish Kumar has been elected leader of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
legislature party in Bihar. He will now take oath as Chief Minister of the State for the fourth consecutive term.
Appointment:
The Chief Minister is appointed by the governor.
● Art. 164 of the Constitution provides that there shall be a Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister
at its hand to aid and advise the governor.
Who can be a Chief Minister?
After general election to the State Legislative Assembly, the party or coalition group which secures majority in
this House, elects its leader and communicates his name to the Governor. The Governor then formally appoints
him as the Chief Minister and asks him to form his Council of Ministers.
● When no party gets a clear majority in the State Legislative Assembly, the Governor normally asks the
leader of the single largest party to form the government.
Tenure:
Theoretically, the Chief Minister holds office during the pleasure of the Governor. However, in actual practice
the Chief Minister remains in office so long as he continues to be the leader of the majority in the State
Legislative Assembly.
● The Governor can dismiss him in case he loses his majority support.
● The State Legislative Assembly can also remove him by passing a vote of no-confidence against him.
Powers and Functions of the Chief Minister:
● To Aid and Advice the Governor.
● The Chief Minister is at the Head of the Council of Ministers.
● He is the Leader of the House.
● He has to communicate to the Governor all the decisions of the council of ministers relating to the
administration of the states.
● All the policies are announced by him on the floor of the house.
● He recommends dissolution of legislative assembly to the Governor.
● He advises the Governor regarding summoning, proroguing the sessions of State Legislative Assembly
from time to time.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who can be a Chief Minister?
2. Role of Governor in appointing a Chief
Minister.
3. Council of Ministers.
4. Powers.
5. Functions.

6. Tenure.
Mains Link:
Discuss the roles and functions of a Chief Minister.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GFE7VGUH6.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

1. Minimum Requirements for Annual MBBS Admissions Regulations (2020):
Context:
Notified recently by the National Medical Commission (NMC).
● It replaces the “Minimum Standard Requirements for Medical Colleges, 1999 of the erstwhile
Medical Council of India (MCI).
Highlights of the new Regulation (Have a brief overview):
● Applicable to all new medical colleges proposing to be established, and to the established medical
colleges proposing to increase their annual MBBS intake from the academic year 2021-22.
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●
●
●
●
●

●

The new Regulation has deleted the quantum of land required for setting up a medical college and its
affiliated teaching hospitals.
Under the new Regulation, a well-equipped “Skills Laboratory” for training students is essential now.
It also defines a Medical Education Unit for training medical teachers in educational pedagogy.
Student counselling services has been mandated recognizing the increasing stress observed amongst
medical students and residents in recent times.
The regulation now mandates the availability of a fully functional 300 bed multi-speciality hospital for
at least 2 years at the time of application for establishing a new medical college (the earlier regulations
did not specify the period of functionality).
Two new teaching departments have now become mandatory in all medical college hospitals for the
training of undergraduate medical students. These include the Department of Emergency Medicine and
the Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.

About the National Medical Commission:
The Centre has recently notified the 33-member NMC, which will be chaired for three years by Suresh Chandra
Sharma.
● Apart from the Chairman, the NMC will consist of 10 ex-officio members and 22 part-time members
appointed by the Central government.
Functions of NMC:
● laying down policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals.
● assessing the requirements of human resources and infrastructure in healthcare.
● ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils with the regulations made under the Bill.
● framing guidelines for determination of fee for up to 50% of the seats in the private medical
institutions.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Medical Council of India.
2. About NMC.
3. Autonomous boards constituted.
4. Functions of NMC.

5. Composition.
Mains Link:
Discuss the roles and functions of the newly
constituted National Medical Commission (NMC).

2. CCI to probe Google’s ‘abuse’ of position:
Context:
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has ordered a detailed probe against Google for ‘abuse’ of its
dominant position, primarily with regard to its digital payments application GPay.
What's the case against Google?
Multiple instances of abuse of dominant position including pre-installation of GPay on Android OS smartphones
and use of Google Play’s in-app billing as the method of payment by developers.
What next?
CCI is of the prima facie view that the opposite parties have contravened various provisions of Section 4 of
the Act. These aspects warrant a detailed investigation.
Section 4 of the Competition Act pertains to abuse of dominant market position.
Competition Commission of India:
It is a statutory body of the Government of India, responsible for enforcing the Competition Act, 2002
throughout India and to prevent activities that have an adverse effect on competition.
Functions of the commission:
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1. It is the duty of the Commission to eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition, promote
and sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers and ensure freedom of trade in the
markets of India.
2. The Commission is also required to give opinion on competition issues on a reference received from a
statutory authority established under any law and to undertake competition advocacy, create public
awareness and impart training on competition issues.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About CCI.
2. Functions.
3. Overview of the Competition Act, 2002.
4. Appeals against the orders of CCI.

Mains Link:
Discuss how competition law is enforced in the
country.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8A7UU204.1&imageview=0.

3. Supreme Court gives ministry a deadline for appointment of expert
members to NGT:
Context:
The Supreme Court has directed the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MOEFCC) to hasten
the process of pending appointments to vacancies in the National Green Tribunal (NGT). It has given four
weeks for the process.
What's the issue?
The petitioners had submitted that appointment of expert members are still pending before the appointment
committee since September.
About NGT:
● Established on 18th October, 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010.
● Established for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and
conservation of forests and other natural resources.
● New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai shall
be the other four places of sitting of the Tribunal.
● The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but
shall be guided by principles of natural justice.
● NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the
same.
With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a specialised
environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing country to do so.
Composition:
Sanctioned strength: The act allows for up to 40 members (20 expert members and 20 judicial members).
Chairman: Is the administrative head of the tribunal, also serves as a judicial member and is required to be a
serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a judge of the Supreme Court of India.
Selection:
1. Members are chosen by a selection committee (headed by a sitting judge of the Supreme Court of
India) that reviews their applications and conducts interviews.
2. The Judicial members are chosen from applicants who are serving or retired judges of High Courts.
3. Expert members are chosen from applicants who are either serving or retired bureaucrats not below
the rank of an Additional Secretary to the Government of India (not below the rank of Principal
Secretary if serving under a state government) with a minimum administrative experience of five years
in dealing with environmental matters. Or, the expert members must have a doctorate in a related
field.
InstaLinks:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

About NGT.
Composition.
Functions.
Key judgements.

Mains Link:
Discuss the roles and functions of NGT.

4. Poshan Abhiyaan:
Context:
NITI Aayog has released a review report on Poshan Abhiyaan.
Suggestions made:
● The programme must be stepped up to meet the targets set by the Centre to reduce stunting, wasting
and anaemia by 2022.
● Graduate to a POSHAN-plus strategy which apart from continued strengthening the four pillars of the
Abhiyaan also requires renewed focus on other social determinants in addition to addressing the
governance challenges of NHM/ICDS delivery mechanisms.
● Lay as much emphasis on complementary feeding as it does on breastfeeding. This can help avert 60%
of the total stunting cases in India.
About Poshan Abhiyaan:
● The programme seeks to improve nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women and lactating
mothers.
● Launched in 2018 with specific targets to be achieved by 2022.
It aims to reduce:
● Stunting and wasting by 2% a year (total 6% until 2022) among children.
● Anaemia by 3% a year (total 9%) among children, adolescent girls and pregnant women and lactating
mothers.
The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 38.4% to
25% by 2022.
Background:
More than a third of the children under five face stunting and wasting and 40% aged between one and four are
anaemic. Over 50% of pregnant and other women were found to be anaemic, said the National Family Health
Survey 4 released in 2016.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Goals and targets under Poshan Abhiyaan.
Mains Link:

Discuss the objectives and significance of the
scheme.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G2L80FCFU.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. What is Extradition?
Context:
The Supreme Court has refused a plea made by the lawyer of fugitive businessman Vijay Mallya to discharge
him from the case and gave the Union government six weeks to file a status report on the progress made in
extraditing him from the United Kingdom.
Background:
India has been pressing the UK to extradite Mallya after he lost his appeals in the British Supreme Court in May
against his extradition to India to face money laundering and fraud charges.
● However, the UK government had indicated that Mallya is unlikely to be extradited to India anytime
soon, saying there is a legal issue that needed to be resolved before his extradition can be arranged.
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What is Extradition?
As defined by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, ‘Extradition is the delivery on the part of one State to another of
those whom it is desired to deal with for crimes of which they have been accused or convicted and are
justifiable in the Courts of the other State’.
When can it be initiated?
An Extradition request for an accused can be initiated in the case of under-investigation, under-trial and
convicted criminals.
● In cases under investigation, abundant precautions have to be exercised by the law enforcement
agency to ensure that it is in possession of prima facie evidence to sustain the allegation before the
Courts of Law in the Foreign State.
What is the Legislative Basis for Extradition in India?
The Extradition Act 1962 provides India’s legislative basis for extradition. It consolidated the law relating to the
extradition of criminal fugitive from India to foreign states. The Indian Extradition Act, 1962 was substantially
modified in 1993 by Act 66 of 1993.
Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India?
The Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India is the
Central/Nodal Authority that administers the Extradition Act and it processes incoming and outgoing
Extradition Requests.
An alleged offender may not be extradited to the requesting state in the following cases:
1. No treaty – In absence of a treaty, States are not obligated to extradite aliens/nationals.
2. No treaty crime – Extradition is generally limited to crimes identified in the treaty which may vary in
relation to one State from another, as provided by the treaty.
3. Military and Political Offences – Extradition may be denied for purely military and political offences.
Terrorist offences and violent crimes are excluded from the definition of political offences for the
purposes of extradition treaties.
4. Want of Dual Criminality – Dual criminality exists when conduct constituting the offence amounts to a
criminal offence in both India and the foreign country.
5. Procedural considerations – Extradition may be denied when due procedure as required by the
Extradition Act of 1962 is not followed.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Does India extradite its own Nationals?
2. If a fugitive Criminal is found in India, what
is the procedure to obtain a warrant of
arrest?
3. Can the decision to be extradited be
appealed against by the alleged offender?
4. What are the bars to Extradition?
5. Does India need a treaty with a foreign
country to make a provisional arrest
request?

6. Who can make an extradition request from
India’s side?
Mains Link:
What is Extradition? What is the Legislative Basis
for Extradition in India? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GF17U4H9M.1&imageview=0.

2. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushdhi Pariyojana:
Context:
Pharma products worth Rs 358 crore sold through Jan Aushadhi stores during first seven months of this fiscal
(up to Oct 31st ).
● Likely to surpass sales of Rs 600 crore for entire fiscal year against Rs 419 crore in 2019-20.
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About PMBJP:
It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
● It seeks to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses through special kendra’s
known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.
● Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015.
Implementation:
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of PMBJP.
● BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India) has been established under the
Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of all the CPSUs.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. When was the scheme launched?
2. When was it renamed?
3. The scheme was launched by which
Ministry?

4. About BPPI- establishment and functions.
5. What is a generic medicine?
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for and significance of Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP).

3. National Food Security Act 2013:
Context:
Government weeds out 4.39 crore bogus ration cards under NFSA since 2013.
National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013:
The objective is to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to
adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity.
Key features:
Coverage and entitlement under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS): The TDPS covers 50% of the
urban population and 75% of the rural population, with uniform entitlement of 5 kg of food grains per person
per month. However, the poorest of the poor households will continue to receive 35 kg of food grains per
household per month under Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY).
Subsidised prices under TPDS and their revision: For a period of three years from the date of commencement
of the Act, Food grains under TPDS will be made available at subsidised prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice,
wheat and coarse grains.
Identification of Households: The identification of eligible households is to be done by States/UTs under TDPS
determined for each State.
Nutritional Support to women and children: Children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years and pregnant
women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals as per prescribed nutritional norms under Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meal (MDM) schemes. Malnourished children up to the age of
6 have been prescribed for higher nutritional norms.
Maternity Benefit: Pregnant women and lactating mothers will also be receiving maternity benefit of Rs. 6,000.
Women Empowerment: For the purpose of issuing of ration cards, eldest woman of the household of age 18
years or above is to be the head of the household.
Grievance Redressal Mechanism: Grievance redressal mechanism available at the District and State levels.
Cost of transportation & handling of food grains and Fair Price Shop (FPS) Dealers’ margin: the expenditure
incurred by the state on transportation of food grains within the State, its handling and FPS dealers’ margin as
per norms to be devised for this purpose and assistance to states will be provided by the Central Government
to meet the above expenditure.
Transparency and Accountability: In order to ensure transparency and accountability, provisions have been
made for disclosure of records relating to PDS, social audits and setting up of Vigilance Committees.
Food Security Allowance: In case of non-supply of entitled food grains or meals, there is a provision for food
security allowance to entitled beneficiaries.
Penalty: If the public servant or authority fails to comply with the relief recommended by the District Grievance
Redressal Officer, penalty will be imposed by the State Food Commission according to the provision.
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About TPDS.
2. Who gets food security allowance under
the scheme?
3. Provisions of penalty under the act.
4. Maternity benefits related provisions.
5. Overview of Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) scheme.

6. Overview of Mid-Day Meal (MDM) scheme.
7. The responsibility of 3. Identification of
Households under the scheme.
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance National Food Security Act
(NFSA), 2013.

4. National Population Register (NPR):
Context:
The office of the Registrar-General of India (RGI) has clarified that the schedule, or the questionnaire, of the
National Population Register (NPR) is “being finalised” and the information about the expected date of the
first phase of Census 2021 is “not available”.
Background:
A question was filed recently under the Right to Information Act seeking information on the expected date of
the first phase of the Census — House listing & Housing census — and an update of the NPR that was earlier
scheduled to begin on April 1.
● The two were to be conducted simultaneously from April to September, but were postponed
indefinitely on March 25 due to the pandemic.
What is National Population Register
(NPR)?
It is a Register of usual residents of the
country.
● It is being prepared at the local
(Village/sub-Town), sub-District,
District, State and National level
under provisions of the Citizenship
Act 1955 and the Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and issue
of National Identity Cards) Rules,
2003.
● It is mandatory for every usual
resident of India to register in the NPR.
Objective: To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the country.
The NPR was first collected in 2010 and then updated in 2015.
Who is a usual resident?
A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the past 6
months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Constitutional provisions related to
Citizenship.
2. Components of NPR data.
3. Who is an usual resident?
4. Who prepares NPR?
5. How can a person acquire Indian
citizenship?
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6. Can an Indian citizen hold dual citizenship?
Mains Link:
Why are states opposed to the collection of data
under NPR. Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G6D7VRMRS.1&imageview=0.
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5. Defence Acquisition Procedure of 2020 (DAP 2020):
Context:
The Indian Air Force (IAF) is looking at leasing trainer aircraft and light utility helicopters (LUH) for a short
duration till the indigenous platforms under development are inducted into service.
● The recently released Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP), 2020 allows leasing of military platforms.
What else is there in DAP 2020?
It was unveiled in September this year.
● The new policy superseded the Defence Procurement Procedure of 2016 from October 1.
Highlights of the new policy:
1. Reservations for Indigenous firms:
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms.
DAP 2020 defines an “Indian vendor” as a company that is owned and controlled by resident Indian citizens,
with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent.
2. New Buy (Global–Manufacture in India) category:
This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of the overall contract value of a foreign purchase bought
with the intention of subsequently building it in India with technology transfer.
3. Greater indigenous content:
It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including equipment
manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 stipulates 10 per cent higher
indigenisation than DPP 2016.
4. Import embargo list:
The “import embargo list” of 101 items that the government promulgated last month has been specifically
incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo is a government order that restricts commerce with a specified
country or the exchange of specific goods.)
5. Offset liability:
The government has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement of defence equipment if the deal is
done through inter-government agreement (IGA), government-to-government or an ab initio single vendor.
● The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a part of the contract value in India.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is offset liability?
2. What is Base Control Price?

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the policy.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGH7VRESK.1&imageview=0.

6. What is J&K’s Roshni Act?
Context:
The J&K administration has published a list of Roshni Act beneficiaries.
● The beneficiaries include former Ministers, and retired civil servants.
● The law was declared null and void recently by the Government.
Background:
There are allegations related to irregularities in the implementation of the Jammu and Kashmir States Land
(vesting of ownership to the occupants) Act, also known as Roshini Act, which has now been declared null and
void.
About the Roshini Act:
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Enacted in 2001, the law sought to regularise unauthorised land.
The Act envisaged the transfer of ownership rights of state land to its occupants, subject to the payment of a
cost, as determined by the government.
● The government said the revenue generated would be spent on commissioning hydroelectric power
projects, hence the name “Roshni”.
● Further, through amendments, the government also gave ownership rights of agricultural land to
farmers occupying it for free, charging them only Rs 100 per kanal as documentation fee.
Why it was scrapped?
● In 2009, the State Vigilance Organisation registered an FIR against several government officials for
alleged criminal conspiracy to illegally possess and vest ownership of state land to occupants who did
not satisfy criteria under the Roshni Act.
● In 2014, a report by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) estimated that against the targeted Rs
25,000 crore, only Rs 76 crore had been realised from the transfer of encroached land between 2007
and 2013, thus defeating the purpose of the legislation.
● The report blamed irregularities including arbitrary reduction in prices fixed by a standing committee,
and said this was done to benefit politicians and affluent people.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Roshni Act?
2. Features of the Act.
3. Amendments.

Mains Link:
What is J&K’s Roshni Act? Why was it scrapped
recently? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G2M80CBT9.1&imageview=0.

7. U.P. Unlawful Religious Conversion Prohibition Ordinance, 2020:
Context:
Cleared by the Uttar Pradesh government recently.
Overview of the ordinance:
1. It makes religious conversion for marriage a non-bailable offence.
2. The onus will be on the defendant to prove that conversion was not for marriage.
3. The notice period to the district magistrate for the religious conversion is two months.
4. In case of conversion done by a woman for the sole purpose of marriage, the marriage would be
declared null and void.
Penalties:
1. Violation of the provisions of the law would invite a jail term of not less than one year extendable to
five years with a fine of ₹15,000.
2. If a minor woman or a woman from the Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribes communities was
converted through the said unlawful means, the jail term would be a minimum of three years and
could be extended to 10 years with a fine of ₹25,000.
3. The ordinance also lays down strict action, including cancellation of registration of social organisations
conducting mass conversions.
Why this has become a controversial law?
The ordinance comes days after the Allahabad high court said in a verdict (Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar
case) that the right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental
right to life and liberty.
● The verdict also said earlier court rulings that ‘religious conversion for marriage was unacceptable’
was not good in law.
What critics say?
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The law has come under sharp criticism from several legal scholars who had contended that the concept of
'love jihad' did not have any constitutional or legal basis.
● They have pointed to Article 21 of the constitution which guarantees individuals the right to marry a
person of one's choice.
● Also, under Article 25, freedom of conscience, the practice and conversion of religion of one's choice
including not following any religion, are also guaranteed.
What are the Concerns associated? What are the challenges ahead?
The true danger with this new so-called ‘love jihad’ law lies in its ambiguity.
● The law employs the use of open-textured phrases such as “undue influence”, “allurement” and
“coercion”.
● Indeed, even the question of whether a religious conversion is truly conducted solely for the purpose
of a marriage is inherently vague.
● It is in the subjective assessment and appreciation of these tenuous phrases that the real peril lies –
this is a matter left entirely to the discretion of the judge.
Views of the Supreme Court:
The Supreme Court of India, in both the Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal cases, has confirmed that religious
conversions carried out without a bona fide belief and for the sole purpose of deriving some legal benefit do
not hold water.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Article 21.
2. Article 25.
3. What has the Allahabad High Court said in
Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case.

Mains Link:
The right to choose a partner or live with a person
of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental right
to life and liberty. Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G2L80FCH1.1&imageview=0.

8. Essential Services Maintenance Act:
Context:
The Uttar Pradesh government has extended the Essential Services Maintenance Act in the State, banning
strikes in all departments and corporations under it for a period of another six months.
About ESMA, 1968:
The Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA) is an act of Parliament of India.
Objective: It was established to ensure the delivery of certain services, which if obstructed would affect the
normal life of the people.
These include services like public transport (bus services), health services (doctors and hospitals).
● ESMA gives police right to arrest without a warrant anybody violating the Act’s provisions.
Implementation:
The ESMA is a law made by the Parliament of India under List No. 33 in Concurrent List of 7th Schedule of
Constitution of India.
● Although it is a very powerful law, its execution rests entirely on the discretion of the State
government. Each state in the union of India has a separate state Essential Services Maintenance Act
with slight variations from the central law in its provisions. This freedom is accorded by the central law
itself.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Implementation of the law.
2. Key provisions.
3. Key subjects in the concurrent list.
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Discuss the issues associated with the
implementation of the Essential Services
Maintenance Act (ESMA).
50

InsightsIAS

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GMD80ISG6.1&imageview=0.

9. The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020:
Context:
President Ram Nath Kovind promulgated the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 to
further amend Arbitration and Conciliation Act.
The ordinance:
● Seeks to ensure that
stakeholder parties can seek
an unconditional stay on
enforcement of arbitral awards
in cases where the “arbitration
agreement or contract is
induced by fraud or
corruption.”
● Also does away with the 8th
Schedule of the Act that
contained the necessary
qualifications for accreditation
of arbitrators.
● Added a proviso in Section 36
of the Arbitration Act and will
come into effect retrospectively
from October 23, 2015. As per
this amendment, if the Court is
satisfied that a prima facie case
is made out that the arbitration agreement or contract which is the basis of the award was induced or
effected by fraud or corruption, it will stay the award unconditionally pending disposal of the
challenge made to the award under Section 34.
Background:
Until recently, an arbitration award was enforceable even if an appeal was filed against it in the court under
Section 36 of the law. The court, however, could grant a stay on the award on conditions as it deemed fit.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Arbitration?
2. Recent Amendments.
3. About the International Court of
Arbitration.
4. About the Arbitration Council of India.
5. Appointment of arbitrators under the 1996
Act.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the Arbitration and
Conciliation (Amendment) Act.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/ordinance-to-ensure-thatstakeholders-can-seek-stay-on-arbitralawards/article33025948.ece/amp/.

10. Govt. rolls out ₹1.19 lakh crore stimulus:
Context:
The Government has announced a fresh set of relief and stimulus measures for the economy worth ₹1.19 lakh
crore. This is being called as "Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 3.0."
Key Components of the Package:
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Significance of these measures:
Such measures in the last seven months reinforce the ‘fiscal conservatism’ ideology of the government —
rather than large cash transfers, the growth philosophy centres around creating an ecosystem that aids
domestic demand, incentivises companies to generate jobs and boost production, and simultaneously extends
benefits to those in severe distress, be it firms or individuals.
Need for these measures:
Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said the country had entered into a technical recession in the first half
of 2020-21.
However, the RBI also predicts a strong return to proper growth for the economy. Even ratings agency
Moody’s Investor Service had revised its GDP projections for India upwards.
What is a technical recession?
It refers to the sequential decline in GDP for the past two quarters. This presents economic contraction since
the GDP measures the value of all goods and services produced in a country during a specific period of time, in
other words, the total expenditure in the economy.
Was India’s technical recession unexpected?
● Given the nature of the problem the pandemic as soon as the lockdown was announced in March, most
economists expected the Indian economy to go into recession.
● In fact, most estimates expect the economy to contract for at least one more quarter that is October to
December.
How long do recessions last?
● Typically, recessions last for a few quarters. If they continue for years, they are referred to as
“depressions”. But a depression is quite rare; the last one was during the 1930s in the US.
● In the current scenario, the key determinant for any economy to come out of recession is to control the
spread of Covid-19.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Measures and schemes announced.
2. What is a technical recession?
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Mains Link: What is ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’?
Discuss the significance of self-reliance and selfefficiency in the times of crisis like the COVID
pandemic.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G417V9Q1P.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

1. Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS):
Context:
LibTech India had recently conducted a study on MGNREGS. The report was released recently.
Key findings:
● For most rural workers dependent on the MGNREGS, their labour does not end at the work site.
Many of them are forced to make multiple trips to the bank, adding travel costs and income losses, and
face repeated rejections of payment, biometric errors and wrong information, just to get their hands
on their wages.
● Even in regular times, these last mile challenges make it hard for workers to access their own wages
in a timely manner. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the situation is exacerbated as transport becomes
harder, and there is no question of physical distancing at a rural bank.
About MGNREGA:
The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guarantees “the right to work”.
● The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally
provide at least 100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of life.
Key objectives:
1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for
unskilled labour.
2. Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening livelihood base of rural poor.
3. Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.
4. Reduce urban migration from rural areas.
5. Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme:
1. Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.
2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.
3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram
Panchayat).
4. Applicant must volunteer for unskilled labour.
Key facts related to the scheme:
1. The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the entire implementation of
this scheme in association with state governments.
2. Individual beneficiary-oriented works can be taken up on the cards of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, small or marginal farmers or beneficiaries of land reforms or beneficiaries under the Indira
Awaas Yojana of the Government of India.
3. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will
be provided to the applicant.
4. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of
submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.
5. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.
6. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.
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7. It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA and
fix their priority.
Roles of Gram Panchayat:
● Receiving applications for registration
● Verifying registration applications
● Registering households
● Issuing Job Cards (JCs)
● Receiving applications for work
● Issuing dated receipts for these
applications for work

●

●

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Under MGNREGA, what are the roles of
Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, States, State
Food Commission, Centre?
2. What are jobs cards, who issues them?
3. Who sets up SEGF?
4. What is Wage employement?

Allotting work within fifteen days of
submitting the application or from the date
when work is sought in the case of an
advance application.
Identification and planning of works,
developing shelf of projects including
determination of the order of their priority.

5. Who conducts social audit?
Mains Link:
Discuss the key features and significance of
MGNREGA.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGH7VRESI.1&imageview=0.

2. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006:
Context:
Review petition of over 1,000 tribals from Mysore District, Karnataka for recognition of their claims over forest
land under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, has been
rejected by the local authorities.
Why the petitions were rejected?
They had failed to furnish evidence to substantiate the claims of their stay inside the forest.
● Expressing concerns over such decisions, experts have said that in a country where maintaining records
of evidence and documents were a recent phenomena, expecting tribals to provide records to
substantiate claims that they lived inside the forest before their eviction in 1972 was ridiculous and
was in contravention of the concept of natural justice.
What's the issue?
The review of their claims followed a Karnataka government directive, which was warranted as a consequence
to a Supreme Court order on a case questioning the validity of the FRA.
● The Supreme Court in 2019 ordered the eviction of nearly a million people across India, whose claims
under the forest rights acts had been rejected.
● But the court stayed its earlier order and directed all State governments to file a review petition and
submit a report.
What could have been done?
In such cases the authorities should first recognise the rights and subsequently provide alternative solutions by
way of rehabilitation instead of rejecting the claims.
About the Forest Rights Act:
The Act passed in 2006 grants legal recognition to the rights of traditional forest dwelling communities.
Rights under the Act:
Title rights - i.e. ownership - to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers as on 13 December 2005,
subject to a maximum of 4 hectares; ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the
concerned family as on that date, meaning that no new lands are granted.
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Use rights - to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist routes, etc.
Relief and development rights - to rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced displacement;[15] and to
basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection.
Forest management rights - to protect forests and wildlife.
Eligibility criteria:
According to Section 2(c) of Forest Rights Act (FRA), to qualify as Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and
be eligible for recognition of rights under FRA, three conditions must be satisfied by the applicant/s, who
could be “members or community”:
1. Must be a Scheduled Tribe in the area where the right is claimed; and
2. Primarily resided in forest or forests land prior to 13-12-2005; and
3. Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide livelihood needs.
And to qualify as Other Traditional Forest Dweller (OTFD) and be eligible for recognition of rights under FRA,
two conditions need to be fulfilled:
1. Primarily resided in forest or forests land for three generations (75 years) prior to 13-12-2005.
2. Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide livelihood needs.
Critical Wildlife Habitats:
They are defined under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, as the “areas of national parks and sanctuaries where it
has been specifically and clearly established, case by case, on the basis of scientific and objective criteria, that
such areas are required to be kept as inviolate for the purposes of wildlife conservation…”
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who can include or exclude areas under 5th
Schedule
2. What are scheduled areas?
3. Forest Rights Act- key provisions.
4. Rights under this Act.

5. Eligibility Criteria.
6. Role of Gram Sabha in recognizing these
rights
7. What are Critical Wildlife Habitats?
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GE07VGUJI.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

1. Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report:
Context:
Released annually by the International Vaccine Access Centre (IVAC).
Highlights of this year's Report:
1. India has made significant
progress in its vaccination
coverage to prevent child
pneumonia and diarrhoea
deaths.
2. Although overall the
world’s health systems
are falling short of
ensuring that children
have access to prevention and treatment services, India has achieved the global target of 90%
coverage for three of the five vaccines whose coverage is monitored in the report.
3. These vaccines are Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus (DPT) vaccine, Measles-containing-vaccine first
dose, Haemophilus influenzae type B, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV), and rotavirus vaccine.
4. India has also completed the “100-day agenda” — an unprecedented national scale-up of rotavirus
vaccine. This landmark vaccine expansion will help protect 26 million children born each year against
life-threatening cases of rotavirus diarrhoea.
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5. However, India failed to reach all four
targets for treatment- breastfeeding,
immunisation, care-seeking and antibiotics,
oral rehydration solution (ORS), and zinc
supplementation.
Background- pneumonia and diarrhoea:
Pneumonia and diarrhoea are leading killers of the
world’s youngest children, accounting for 29 per cent
of deaths among children under age 5 – or more than
2 million lives lost each year. Yet, levels of prevention
and treatment remain low, particularly among the
poor.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Pneumonia- types, causes and symptoms.
2. Antigens vs Antibodies.
3. How a vaccine works?
4. Types of vaccines.
5. About DGCI.
6. Procedure to be followed for vaccine
approval in India.

7. About the first fully indigenously developed
conjugate vaccine for pneumoniaPneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate
Vaccine.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJG7V9MPT.1&imageview=0.

2. Study highlights online education woes:
Context:
A Study was conducted by the Azim Premji University on the efficacy and accessibility of e-learning.
● The study examined the experience of children and teachers with online education.
● The study, titled “Myths of Online Education”, was undertaken in five States across 26 districts and
covered 1,522 schools.
What does the study reveal?
● More than 60% of the respondents who are enrolled in government schools could not access online
education.
● Non-availability or inadequate number of smartphones for dedicated use or sharing, as well as
difficulty in using apps for online learning, was the most important reasons why students were not able
to access classes.
Concerns expressed:
● Children with disabilities found it more difficult to participate in online sessions.
● 90% of the teachers who work with children with disabilities found their students unable to participate
online.
● Almost 70% of the parents surveyed were of the opinion that online classes were not effective and did
not help in their child’s learnings.
● More than 80% surveyed said they were unable to maintain emotional connect with students during
online classes, while 90% of teachers felt that no meaningful assessment of children’s learning was
possible.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9S7VOH28.1&imageview=0.

3. ICMR against indiscriminate use of plasma therapy:
Context:
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has warned against indiscriminate use of convalescent plasma
therapy (CPT) for treating COVID-19.
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Why?
The ICMR has found that the therapy “did not lead to a reduction in progression to severe COVID or all-cause
mortality in the group that received convalescent plasma therapy (CPT) as compared to the group that did not
receive CPT”.
What Next?
● The CPT could be used with
specific criteria, including that
potential donors could give plasma
after 14 days of symptom
resolution (testing negative is not
necessary).
● A potential recipient should be in
the early stage of COVID-19 (three
to seven days from the onset of
symptoms, but not later than 10
days) and should have no IgG
antibody against COVID-19 by
appropriate test.
What is plasma therapy?
Plasma is the liquid part of the blood. Convalescent plasma, extracted from the blood of patients recovering
from an infection, is a source of antibodies against the infection. The therapy involves using their plasma to
help others recover.
● For Covid-19, this has been one of the treatment options. The donor would have to be a documented
case of Covid-19 and healthy for 28 days since the last symptoms.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Differences between vaccination and
plasma therapy?
2. What is passive immunisation?
3. What are antibodies and antigens?
4. First Nobel prize in medicine?
5. Differences between blood donation and
plasma donation.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of convalescent plasma
therapy.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGH7VRET4.1&imageview=0.

4. What is the national digital health mission?
Context:
The Government is preparing for the nationwide launch of the National Digital Health Mission.
● The mission of the new digital health programme is to provide affordable medical health facilities to
the citizens.
When was it launched?
In his address to the nation on Independence Day, the PM launched the National Digital Health Mission.
● The scheme was rolled out through a pilot launch in the Union Territories of Chandigarh, Ladakh,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep.
Features of the Mission:
1. It is a digital health ecosystem under which every Indian citizen will now have unique health IDs,
digitised health records with identifiers for doctors and health facilities.
2. The scheme will come under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.
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3. It comprises six key building blocks — HealthID,
DigiDoctor, Health Facility Registry, Personal
Health Records, e-Pharmacy and Telemedicine.
4. The National Health Authority has been given
the mandate to design, build, roll-out and
implement the mission in the country.
5. The core building blocks of the mission is that
the health ID, DigiDoctor and Health Facility
Registry shall be owned, operated and
maintained by the Government of India.
6. Private stakeholders will have an equal
opportunity to integrate and create their own
products for the market. The core activities and
verifications, however, remain with the government.
7. Under the Mission, every Indian will get a Health ID card that will store all medical details of the
person including prescriptions, treatment, diagnostic reports and discharge summaries.
8. The citizens will be able to give their doctors and health providers one-time access to this data during
visits to the hospital for consultation.
What was the need for this mission?
The mission aims to liberate citizens from the challenges of finding the right doctors, seeking appointment,
payment of consultation fee, making several rounds of hospitals for prescription sheets, among several others
and will empower people to make an informed decision to avail the best possible healthcare.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of the National Digital Health
Mission.
2. Components of the mission.
3. Proposed National Health ID.
4. Who can issue these IDs?
5. Highlights of the National Health Policy
2017.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the National Digital
Health Mission.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GIM8032C4.1&imageview=0.

5. What is the Chapare virus?
Context:
Scientists have now discovered another deadly virus, known as the Chapare virus, in Bolivia.
What is it?
The Chapare hemorrhagic fever (CHHF) is caused by the same arenavirus family that is responsible for
illnesses such as the Ebola virus disease (EVD).
● The virus is named Chapare after the province (in Bolivia) in which it was first observed.
Symptoms:
It causes a hemorrhagic fever much like Ebola along with abdominal pain, vomiting, bleeding gums, skin rash
and pain behind the eyes. Viral hemorrhagic fevers are a severe and life-threatening kind of illness that can
affect multiple organs and damage the walls of blood vessels.
Spread:
Arenaviruses like the Chapare virus are generally carried by rats and can be transmitted through direct contact
with the infected rodent, its urine and droppings, or through contact with an infected person.
How is the Chapare hemorrhagic fever treated?
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Since there are no specific drugs to treat the disease, patients generally receive supportive care such as
intravenous fluids.
● It includes maintenance of hydration, management of shock through fluid resuscitation, sedation, pain
relief and transfusions.
What is the threat posed by the Chapare virus?
Scientists have pointed out that the Chapare virus is much more difficult to catch than the coronavirus as it is
not transmissible via the respiratory route. Instead, Chapare spreads only through direct contact with bodily
fluids.
● The people who are particularly at risk of contracting the illness are healthcare workers and family
members who come in close contact with infected people.
● The disease is also known to be most commonly transmitted in more tropical regions, particularly in
certain parts of South America where the small-eared pigmy rice rat is commonly found.
InstaLinks:
Prelims and Mains Link:
● The virus, spread, treatments and threats.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/explained-all-about-therare-ebola-like-chapare-virus-that-can-spreadfrom-human-to-human-7055914/lite/.

6. Experimental drug given to Trump to treat covid-19 wins FDA clearance:
Context:
Food and Drug Administration has granted emergency authorization to the experimental antibody treatment
given to President Trump last month when he developed covid-19, the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus.
About the drug:
● The drug is made by Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals.
● It is a cocktail of two monoclonal
antibodies, called casirivimab and
imdevimab.
● It is designed to prevent infected
people from developing severe
illness.
● Instead of waiting for the body to
develop its own protective
immune response, the drug
imitates the body’s natural
defenses.
● It is the second drug of this type — called a monoclonal antibody — to be cleared for treating covid-19.
What are monoclonal antibodies?
● Monoclonal antibodies are proteins that mimic the immune system’s ability to attack the virus.
● They are man-made proteins.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are antibodies?
2. What are antigens?
3. How immunity system works in our body?
4. What are mAbs?
5. What are Polyclonal antibodies?
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Mains Link:
What are monoclonal antibodies? How do they
work? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G4P808NB0.1&imageview=0.
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7. Indian teens rank low on BMI, among shortest:
Context:
A review of BMI of various countries was recently published in the medical journal The Lancet.
● The study carried out a global analysis of data over 34 years from 200 countries.
What is BMI (body mass idex)? How is it calculated?
BMI is measured as the weight in kg divided by the square of the height in metres.
● The normal BMI ranges between 20 and 25.
Key findings:
India related:
● The study has ranked India at the 196th spot
with respect to BMI.
● India’s 19-year-old boys and girls have a BMI of
20.1.
● Comparatively, China ranks 88 with its boys
having a BMI of 23 and 119 for its girls at 22.2.
● India ranks third and fifth from the bottom
respectively among countries where 19-yearold girls and boys have a low body mass index.
Concerns for India:
● As BMI is a function of height, the corollary is
that Indian teens are also among the shortest
in the world.
● The findings also contradict authorities claim
that Indian children are not as malnourished or
stunted as they used to be a decade ago.
● The study notes that poor nutrition may be the
reason behind this.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is BMI?
2. India's performance in the abovementioned study.
3. Comparative analysis of India's
performance and its neighbours.

Mains Link: Discuss the Indian authorities claim
that Indian children are not as malnourished or
stunted as they used to be a decade ago.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/m.timesofind
ia.com/city/mumbai/indian-teens-rank-low-onbmi-amongshortest/amp_articleshow/79072544.cms.

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

1. Panel to review TRP norms:
The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has constituted a four-member committee to review the guidelines
on television rating agencies.
It will be headed by Shashi Shekhar Vempati, CEO of Prasar Bharati.
Background:
This comes after the Mumbai police investigations which revealed that a few news channels had tampered
with the ratings.
Need for new guidelines:
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A need has been felt to have a fresh look keeping in view of the recent recommendations of TRAI, technological
advancements and for further strengthening of the procedures for a credible and transparent rating system.
What is Target Rating Point (TRP)?
Sometimes it is also known as the Television Rating Points.
● It is the metric used by the marketing and advertising agencies to evaluate viewership.
● TRPs represent how many people, from which socio-economic categories, watched which channels for
how much time during a particular period.
How is it recorded?
In India, the TRP is recorded by the Broadcast Audience Research Council using Bar-O-Meters that are installed
on televisions in selected households.
● As on date, the BARC has installed these meters in 44,000 households across the country.
Why these ratings are important?
● On the basis of audience measurement data, ratings are assigned to various programmes on television.
● Television ratings in turn influence programmes produced for the viewers.
● Better ratings would promote a programme while poor ratings will discourage a programme.
● Incorrect ratings will lead to production of programmes which may not be really popular while good
programmes may be left out.
● Besides, TRPs are the main currency for advertisers to decide which channel to advertise on by
calculating the cost-per-rating-point (CPRP).
What is BARC?
It is an industry body jointly owned by advertisers, ad agencies, and broadcasting companies, represented by
the Indian Society of Advertisers, the Indian Broadcasting Foundation and the Advertising Agencies
Association of India.
● Created in 2010.
● I&B Ministry notified the Policy Guidelines for Television Rating Agencies in India on January 10, 2014
and registered BARC in July 2015 under these guidelines, to carry out television ratings in India.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is TRP?
2. How is it decided?
3. What is BARC?

Mains Link:
What do you understand by TRP? How can it be
rigged? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GTU7UBIFJ.1&imageview=0.

Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations.

1. Gilgit-Baltistan a part of India, says MEA:
Context:
Pakistan is planning to accord provincial status to the “so-called Gilgit-Baltistan”.
Latest developments:
● Pakistan has announced holding elections for the legislative assembly of Gilgit-Baltistan later this
month.
● Pakistan Supreme Court has also allowed Islamabad to amend a 2018 administrative order to conduct
general elections in the region.
● The Gilgit-Baltistan Order of 2018 provided for administrative changes, including authorising the Prime
Minister of Pakistan to legislate on an array of subjects.
India's response:
● India has termed this move as an attempt to camouflage the “illegal” occupation of the region by
Islamabad.
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●

India has clarified that the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, including the area of
so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan’, are an integral part of India by virtue of the legal, complete and irrevocable
accession of Jammu and Kashmir to the Union of India in 1947.

Where is Gilgit Baltistan located?
It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west and Kashmir in the south east.
It shares a geographical boundary with Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and India considers it as part of the UT of
Ladakh, while Pakistan sees it as a separate from PoK.
Key points:
● China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) passes through this region.
● The region is home to five of the “eight-thousanders” and to more than fifty peaks above 7,000 metres
(23,000 ft).
● Three of the world’s longest glaciers outside the polar regions are found in Gilgit-Baltistan.
Challenges ahead for Pakistan:
● This would violate the Karachi Agreement — perhaps the only instrument that provides doubtful legal
authority to Pakistan’s administration of GB — as well as the UN resolutions that would damage its
position on the Kashmir issue.
● Any such move would also be violative of the 1963 Pak-China Boundary Agreement that calls for the
sovereign authority to reopen negotiations with China “after the settlement of the Kashmir dispute
between Pakistan and India” and of the 1972 Simla Agreement that mentions that “neither side shall
unilaterally alter the situation”.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Gilgit- Baltistan- Location, neighbours and
important rivers flowing through.
2. What is Karachi Agreement related to?
3. The 1963 Pak- China Boundary Agreement.
4. 1972 Simla Agreement.
5. About PoK and CPEC.

Mains Link:
Where is Gilgit- Baltistan? How it came under the
control of Pakistan? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G907U099M.1&imageview=0.

2. Ladakh standoff: India, China finalising disengagement plan:
Context:
India and China are working out modalities to
finalise a plan for phased disengagement and deescalation along the Line of Actual Control in
eastern Ladakh.
● At the recently held eighth round of
Corps Commander talks, China proposed
to pull back their troops and equipment
from Finger 4 to Finger 8 on the North
Bank.
Why there is a dispute here?
The Line of Actual Control (LAC) – the line that
separates Indian and Chinese troops since 1962 –
generally runs along the land except for the
width of Pangong Tso.
Here, it runs through water. Both sides have
marked their areas announcing which side
belongs to which country.
India controls about 45 km stretch of the Pangong Tso and China the rest.
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●

The current site of confrontation is spurs jutting out of Chang Chenmo, an eastern extension of the
Karakoram Range. These spurs are called fingers.

So, what are these fingers? Who controls what?
There are eight of them in contention here. India and China have different understanding of where the LAC
passes through.
● India has maintained that the LAC passes through Finger 8, which has been the site of the final military
post of China.
● India has been patrolling the area – mostly on foot because of the nature of the terrain – up to Finger
8. But Indian forces have not had active control beyond Finger 4.
● China, on the other hand, says the LAC passes through Finger 2. It has been patrolling up to Finger 4mostly in light vehicles, and at times up to Finger 2.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is LoC and how is it established,
geographical extent and significance?
2. What is LAC?
3. Where is Nathu la?
4. Where is Pangong Tso?
5. Who administers Akashi Chin?
6. Where is Naku La?

7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake
region?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India
and China.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8V7V5P0O.1&imageview=0.

3. India, ASEAN to expand trade despite RCEP walkout:
Context:
India and ASEAN countries said they would explore ways to increase trade between them despite India’s exit
from the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement.
What is the RCEP?
● The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership is a free trade agreement originally devised to
consist of 16 countries across the Asia-Pacific region.
● However, it is now expected to be signed on November 15, between China, Australia, South Korea,
Japan, and 10 Association of South East Asian (ASEAN) nations.
● The pact looks to drop tariffs and duties between the members so that goods and services can flow
freely between them.
India and the RCEP:
May 15 was the deadline for a
response to a fresh proposal of
India rejoining negotiations on
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).
Why India didn’t sign?
1. India’s trade deficit with
the RCEP nations is $105
billion, of which China
alone accounts for $54
billion. Further
relaxations would
enhance the deficit.
2. The worry is also over
Chinese manufactured
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

goods and dairy products from New Zealand flooding Indian markets, hurting domestic interests.
The trade agreement was also seen as being detrimental to the government’s Make in India initiative.
India was looking for specific rules of origin to ensure the trade pact wasn’t abused by non-partner
countries and an auto-trigger mechanism to protect it from a surge in imports.
Ecommerce and trade remedies were among other key areas of concern that failed to find satisfactory
redressal.
India has expressed its concerns over lowering and elimination of tariffs on products from other
countries, as it would negatively affect the domestic agricultural and industrial sector.
India was also worried about keeping 2014 as the base year for tariff reductions.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. RCEP- composition and objectives.
2. India’s free trader agreements with ASEAN
countries.
3. India dairy sector.
4. Geographical location of asean countries.

Mains Link:
Discuss why India did not join the RCEP.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJG7V9LND.1&imageview=0.

4. How Tibetans across the world will elect their parliament-in-exile?
Context:
Over 1.3 lakh Tibetans living in exile and settled across India and other parts of the globe shall be electing their
next Parliament-in-Exile in May 2021.
● The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE) has its headquarters in Dharamsala, in the Kangra district of
Himachal Pradesh.
Tibetans abroad:
Over 1 lakh Tibetans are settled across India, while the remaining are settled in United States, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Costa Rica, France, Mexico, Mongolia, Germany, United Kingdom, Switzerland and various other
countries.
Composition of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE):
The Speaker and a Deputy Speaker head the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile.
The 16th TPiE had 45 members:
1. 10 representatives from each of the traditional provinces of Tibetan – U-Tsang, Dhotoe and Dhomey;
2. Two from each of the four schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the pre-Buddhist Bon religion;
3. Two representing each of the Tibetan Communities in North America and Europe.
4. One from Australasia and Asia (excluding India, Nepal and Bhutan).
What does the Tibetan Constitution say?
The Central Tibetan Administration exists and functions on the basis of the Constitution of the Tibetan
government called ‘The Charter of the Tibetans in Exile’.
● In 1991, The Constitution Redrafting Committee instituted by the Dalai Lama prepared the Charter for
Tibetans in exile.
● The Dalai Lama approved it on June 28, 1991.
Who can vote?
Only Tibetans living outside the subcontinent will elect their MPs based on their current geographic location.
Besides MPs, voters will make their choice of the President as well.
Election Procedure:
The voting will be held in two rounds.
1. In the preliminary round, there will be no official candidates, i.e. a voter can choose any person of his
choice, which is expected to be one of the several candidates who have started campaigning among
the electorate.
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2. Unless a person secures 60 percent of the vote, the two top contenders of the first round will become
the official candidates for the second round to be held in April 11.
What is Kashag?
The Kashag (Cabinet) is Central Tibetan Administration’s highest executive office and comprise seven members.
It is headed by the Sikyong (political leader) who is directly elected by the exiled Tibetan population.
● Sikyong subsequently nominates his seven Kalons (ministers) and seeks the parliament’s approval.
● The Kashag’s term is for five years.
Is TPiE officially recognised by any country?
Not exactly, it is not recognised officially by any country, including India.
● But, a number of countries including the United States of America and European nations deal directly
with the Sikyong and other Tibetan leaders through various forums.
● The TPiE claims its democratically-elected character helps it manage Tibetan affairs and raise the
Tibetan issue across the world.
● The incumbent Sikyong, Lobsang Sangay, was among the guests who attended the oath-taking
ceremony of prime minister Narendra Modi in May 2014, probably a first.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.com/article/explained/tibet-parliament-in-exile-election2021-explained-7058428/lite/.

5. At UNSC, India calls for immediate ceasefire in Afghanistan:
Context:
India has called for an “immediate comprehensive ceasefire” in Afghanistan.
● At a recent UNSC meeting, convened under the Arria Formula (informally convened at the request of a
UNSC member), India reiterated that “For durable peace in Afghanistan, we have to put an end to
terrorist safe havens and sanctuaries operating across the Durand Line.”
Why is India concerned?
The Afghan peace process and premature withdrawal of NATO/ U.S. coalition forces could leave opportunities
for terrorist networks that could target both Afghanistan and India.
● As recently as May of this year, the UN issued a report providing evidence that despite assurances from
the Taliban to the United States, Al Qaeda is still present and active in Afghanistan, harboured by the
Taliban.
What needs to be done now?
For violence to end in Afghanistan, terrorist supply chains must be broken.
Four requirements for peace and stability in Afghanistan highlighted by India are:
1. The process had to be Afghan-led and Afghan-owned.
2. There must be zero tolerance for terrorism.
3. Rights of women need to be strongly protected, the rights of the minorities and the vulnerable need to
be safeguarded.
4. The transit rights of Afghanistan should not be used by countries “to extract [a] political price from
Afghanistan.”
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Where is Durand Line?
2. India and its various international
boundaries.
3. Afghanistan and its neighbours.
4. UNSC- Permanent Members.
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Mains Link:
Discuss the need for an “immediate comprehensive
ceasefire” in Afghanistan.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/at-unsc-india-calls-forimmediate-ceasefire-inafghanistan/article33145829.ece/amp/.
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6. China to build a major dam on Brahmaputra River:
Context:
Amid simmering border tension with India along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh, China is
planning to build a major hydropower project on Brahmaputra River in Tibet and a proposal for this has been
clearly put forward in the 14th Five-Year Plan to be implemented from next year.
Response from India and Bangladesh:
Proposals for dams on the Brahmaputra have evoked concerns in India and Bangladesh, the riparian states, and
China has downplayed such anxieties saying it would keep their interests in mind.
What are India's concerns?
1. China's dam building overdrive is a
concern because there are no
bilateral or multilateral treaties on
the water.
2. China believes dam building on the
Brahmaputra helps it assert claim
over Arunachal Pradesh.
3. India believes China's projects in the
Tibetan plateau threaten to reduce
river flows into India.
4. Dams, canals, irrigation systems can
turn water into a political weapon to
be wielded in war, or during peace to
signal annoyance with a co-riparian
state.
5. Denial of hydrological data becomes critical when the flow in the river is very high.
6. China is contemplating northward re-routing of the Yarlung Zangbo.
7. Diversion of the Brahmaputra is an idea China does not discuss in public, because it implies devastating
India's northeastern plains and Bangladesh, either with floods or reduced water flow.
Significance of Brahmaputra river for India:
The Brahmaputra flows for over 3,000km through Tibet, India and Bangladesh.
● It is crucial for India too as its basin is a critical water source for Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Nagaland and West Bengal.
● The Brahmaputra valley supports the lives of several indigenous communities.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Countries through which Brahmaputra
flows.
2. Dams constructed across Brahmaputra.
3. What is Brahmaputra called in China? Its
tributaries.
4. Himalayan region through which this river
pass.

Mains Link:
Discuss how China’s upstream activities along the
Brahmaputra River have impacts on countries
downstream and the ecology surrounding.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GL48108JP.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

1. U.S. formally exits Paris pact on curbing climate change:
Context:
The United States has formally left the Paris Agreement.
● Some 189 countries remain committed to the 2015 Paris accord.
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What is the Paris Agreement?
It is a historic international accord that brings almost 200 countries together in setting a common target to
reduce global greenhouse emissions in an effort to fight climate change.
The pact seeks to keep global temperature rise to below 2 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels, and to
try and limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
● To this end, each country has pledged to implement targeted action plans that will limit their
greenhouse gas emissions.
● The Agreement asks rich and developed countries to provide financial and technological support to
the developing world in its quest to fight and adapt to climate change.
How does a country leave the Agreement?
● Article 28 of the Paris Agreement allows countries to leave the Paris Agreement and lays down the
process for leaving.
● A country can only give a notice for leaving at least three years after the Paris Agreement came into
force.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Paris Agreement?
2. Which countries have not signed?
3. Targets.
4. Funding mechanism announced under the
Paris Agreement.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the Paris Climate deal.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GCG7UBK5E.1&imageview=0.

2. A day after RCEP, Jaishankar slams trade pacts, globalisation:
Context:
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar recently criticised globalisation and trade pacts.
He said:
● Trade pacts and globalisation have allowed other countries ‘unfair’ trade and manufacturing
advantages “in the name of openness”.
● The effect of past trade agreements has been to deindustrialise some sectors.
● The consequences of future ones would lock us into global commitments, many of them not to our
advantage.
Implications:
The minister’s comments indicate that India is not considering an offer from RCEP nations to rejoin the group.
What are the economic implications of India opting out of RCEP?
1. There are concerns that India’s decision would impact its bilateral trade ties with RCEP member
nations, as they may be more inclined to focus on bolstering economic ties within the bloc.
2. The move could potentially leave India with less scope to tap the large market that RCEP presents —
the size of the deal is mammoth, as the countries involved account for over 2 billion of the world’s
population.
3. Given attempts by countries like Japan to get India back into the deal, there are also worries that
India’s decision could impact the Australia-India-Japan network in the Indo-Pacific.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is RCEP?
2. ASEAN Nations.
3. What is Trans Pacific Partnership?

Mains Link: Trade pacts and globalisation have
allowed other countries ‘unfair’ trade and
manufacturing advantages “in the name of
openness”. Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GMK7VKL9T.1&imageview=0.
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3. First meeting between India and Luxembourg in 20 years:
Context:
The first meeting between India and Luxembourg in 20 years was held recently.
The meeting resulted in three new bilateral agreements.
● All three agreements are in the financial space to promote trade ties between India and Luxembourg.
● Luxembourg is the third largest foreign investor in India.
The three agreements that have been signed are:
1. Luxembourg Stock Exchange with State Bank of India (SBI).
2. Luxembourg Stock Exchange with the India International Stock Exchange (INX).
3. LuxInnovation and Invest India.
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI):
India also invited Luxembourg to join the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
About CDRI:
Launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in September 2019 at the UN Secretary-General’s Climate Action
Summit in New York, US.
It is a platform where knowledge is generated and exchanged on different aspects of disaster and climate
resilience of infrastructure.
● It will create a mechanism to assist countries to upgrade their capacities and practices, with regard to
infrastructure development in accordance with their risk context and economic needs.
Benefits and significance:
This initiative will benefit all sections of society.
● Economically weaker sections of society, women and children, are the most vulnerable to the impacts
of disasters and hence, will be benefitted from the improvement of knowledge and practice in creating
disaster resilient infrastructure.
● It will also benefit all areas with high disaster risk.
● In India, the north-eastern and Himalayan regions are prone to earthquakes, coastal areas to cyclones
and tsunamis and central peninsular region to droughts.
Why do we need a global coalition?
Many countries, including India, have over the years developed robust disaster management practices that
have helped in sharply reducing human casualties in a disaster. However, the economic costs of a disaster
remain huge, mainly due to the damage caused to big infrastructure.
● A global coalition for disaster resilient infrastructure would address concerns that are common to
developing and developed countries, small and large economies, countries at early and advanced
stages of infrastructure development, and countries that have moderate or high disaster risk.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Luxembourg- location.
2. About the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI).

Mains Link:
Discuss the objectives of the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GB97VV4DV.1&imageview=0.

4. West Bank and issues associated:
Context:
Mike Pompeo recently paid the first visit by a U.S. Secretary of State to an Israeli settlement in the occupied
West Bank, in a parting show of solidarity with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu by the outgoing Trump
administration.
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He also issued guidelines for Israeli products made in settlements to be labelled “Made in Israel” or
“Product of Israel” when imported to the United States, removing the distinction between products
made within Israel and those produced in occupied territory.

Implications:
Mr. Pompeo’s visit departed from past policy that had kept top U.S. officials away from settlements, which
Palestinians view as obstacles to a viable future State.
Background:
Palestinians accused Mr. Pompeo of helping Israel to cement its control over West Bank land that they seek for
a State.
Where is West Bank?
It is a landlocked territory near the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia, bordered by Jordan to the east and
by the Green Line separating it and Israel on the south, west and north. The West Bank also contains a
significant section of the western Dead Sea shore.
What are the disputed settlements here? Who lives there?
● The West Bank was captured by Jordan after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.
● Israel snatched it back during the Six Day War of 1967, and has occupied it ever since. During this war,
the country defeated the combined forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan.
● It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, and a similar number of smaller, informal
settlements have mushroomed over the last 20-25 years.
● Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers — many of them religious Zionists who claim a Biblical birthright over this
land — now live here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians.
● The territory is still a point of contention due to a large number of Palestinians who live there and
hope to see the land become a part of their future state.
● When Israel took control of the land in 1967 it allowed Jewish people to move in, but Palestinians
consider the West Bank illegally occupied Palestinian land.
Are these settlements illegal?
The United Nations General Assembly, the UN Security Council,
and the International Court of Justice have said that the West Bank
settlements are violative of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
● Under the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949), an occupying
power “shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian
population into the territory it occupies”.
Under the Rome Statute that set up the International Criminal
Court in 1998, such transfers constitute war crimes, as does the
“extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified
by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly”.
India's views:
India: India traditionally believes in the 2-state solution and supports the establishment of a sovereign
independent and a viable state of Palestine. However, India’s support for Palestine has not deterred its
growing relationship with Israel.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Six- day war- countries involved, reasons
and the outcome.
2. Where is Gaza Strip?
3. What’s there in the Middle East peace
plan?
4. Where is Jerusalem?
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5. Who are Palestinians and what are their
demands?
6. Countries surrounding Israel.
Mains Link:
Does India support the establishment of a
sovereign independent state of Palestine? Discuss.
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Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s
interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Why there are armed clashes in Ethiopia’s Tigray, and what it means for
Horn of Africa?
Context:
Ethiopia is on the brink of a civil war. A domestic conflict is going on in the country’s northern Tigray region.
Background:
The structure of Ethiopia’s federal system allows the country’s ten regions significant autonomy. These
regions also have their own parliaments, their own security forces, and the right to a referendum for
independent rule.
Impact on the Horn of Africa:
● Eritrea may be hardest hit, due to
its proximity to Tigray.
● If the violence and conflict spills
outside Ethiopia’s borders, it may
potentially destabilize the Horn of
Africa region.
● The US and China have several
strategic military bases in that
region, the closest being Djibouti. If
these military bases were to be
impacted by the disturbances in any way, it may cause foreign powers to get militarily involved in the
region and the conflict.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Locate Tigray Region.
2. Horn of Africa.
3. Countries surrounding the Red Sea.

Mains Link: Why there are armed clashes in
Ethiopia’s Tigray, and what it means for Horn of
Africa? Discuss.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-why-there-are-armed-clashes-inethiopias-tigray-and-what-it-means-for-horn-ofafrica-6992109/.

2. What does President-elect Joe Biden mean for India, its relationship with
the US?
Context:
Democrat Joe Biden has been declared the winner of the 2020 US presidential election.
Biden and India- Background:
Much before he became Vice President in the Barack Obama administration, Biden had advocated a stronger
relationship with India.
● Biden played an important role, both as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and later
as Vice President, in systematically deepening strategic engagement with India.
● In fact, in 2006, three years before he became the Vice-President of the US, Biden announced his vision
for the future of US-India relations: “My dream is that in 2020, the two closest nations in the world
will be India and the United States,” he had said.
What was Joe Biden’s contribution during his term as VP in the Obama administration?
1. The US officially declared its support for India’s membership in a reformed and expanded United
Nations Security Council.
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2. India was declared a “Major Defense Partner” – a status approved by the US Congress – which made it
easier to share advanced and critical technology to India to strengthen defence ties. This was crucial
since it was for the first time that any country was given this status, outside of the US’s traditional
alliance system.
3. In August 2016, the two sides signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA),
the first of the three “foundational pacts” for deeper military cooperation.
4. Cooperation with India to fight terrorism was also strengthened.
How a Biden presidency may affect India’s economy?
1. On trade, Biden is likely to be less obtrusive than the current Trump administration. In the Trump
worldview, trade was a zero-sum game. In other words, a country had to lose for another to gain.
2. A Biden presidency may also see a renewed push towards a rules-based trading system across the
world — instead of outright ad-hocism as was the case under Trump — as well as a move away from
the protectionist approach that has been getting strong across the world.
3. Besides, how a US President looks at the H1-B visa issue, affects the prospects of Indian youth far more
than the youth of any other country. Biden is unlikely to view immigrants and workers from India with
Trump-like suspicion.
4. Similarly, India’s exclusion from the US’ Generalized System of Preference could come up for
reconsideration under Biden.
5. The tricky issue of data localisation or capping prices of medicines and medical devices — have a
better chance of getting towards a resolution as we move away from the radical approach of President
Trump to the pragmatism of a Biden presidency.
6. For an economy such as India, which needs a regular supply of cheap oil to grow fast, a normalisation
of US-Iran relationship (and lifting of sanctions) would be more than useful.
7. It is more likely that a Biden administration will help India against China, instead of clubbing the two
together.
8. Biden has promised to rejoin the Paris Climate Accord, and this may help countries such as India in
dealing with the massive challenges — both technical and financial — on this front.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Parliamentary vs Presidential form of
government.
2. About the Paris Agreement.
3. Overview of the US’ Generalized System of
Preference.
4. Types of Visas issued by the US.
5. What are foundational pacts?

Mains Link:
What was Joe Biden’s contribution during his term
as VP in the Obama administration? How a Biden
presidency may affect India’s economy? Discuss.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/h
ow-a-biden-presidency-may-affect-indiaseconomy-explainspeaking-7019832/.

3. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) trade privilege:
Context:
India is likely to press Biden Administration for early restoration of the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) trade privilege for India.
When was it withdrawn?
The privilege was withdrawn by outgoing President Donald Trump’s administration in Washington DC in June
2019 and India has been prodding the United States to restore it.
What is the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)?
It is a U.S. trade program designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by providing
preferential duty-free entry for up to 4,800 products from 129 designated beneficiary countries and territories.
● GSP was instituted on January 1, 1976, by the Trade Act of 1974.
● GSP has been given on non-reciprocal basis. Yet the US has linked it with market access and tariff
reduction which is against the basic tenets of GSP.
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What is the objective of GSP?
● The objective of GSP was to give development support to poor countries by promoting exports from
them into the developed countries.
● GSP promotes sustainable development in beneficiary countries by helping these countries to increase
and diversify their trade with the United States.
Benefits of GSP:
● Indian exporters benefit indirectly – through the benefit that accrues to the importer by way of
reduced tariff or duty free entry of eligible Indian products
● Reduction or removal of import duty on an Indian product makes it more competitive to the importer
– other things (e.g. quality) being equal.
● This tariff preference helps new exporters to penetrate a market and established exporters to increase
their market share and to improve upon the profit margins, in the donor country.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About GSP.
2. Countries covered under this program.
3. When was India removed?

4. Benefits under the program.
Mains Link:
What are the benefits of the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) trade privilege for India? Discuss.

4. Armenia, Azerbaijan agree on peace deal:
Context:
Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed on a deal with Russia to end fierce clashes over Nagorno-Karabakh.
Background:
Three earlier cease-fire agreements, brokered by Russia, the France and the United States, quickly broke down.
The latest Russian effort is distinct for sending peacekeeping troops and for the sweeping concessions Armenia
accepted to avoid battlefield losses.
What was the conflict all about?
A simmering, decades-long conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh
erupted in late September into the worst fighting the area
had seen since a vicious ethnic war in the 1990s.
● Skirmishes have been common for years along
the front lines of Nagorno-Karabakh, which is
internationally recognized as a part of
Azerbaijan but is home to ethnic Armenians.
Why this conflict flared again recently?
1. The region is an ethnic tinderbox.
2. A local fight drew in regional powers.
3. Warning signs went ignored.
The story of Nagorno-Karabakh:
● Nagorno-Karabakh is part of Azerbaijan, but its
population is majority Armenian. As the Soviet
Union saw increasing tensions in its constituent
republics in the 1980s, Nagorno-Karabakh voted
to become part of Armenia - sparking a war which
stopped with a ceasefire in 1994.
● Since then, Nagorno-Karabakh has remained part
of Azerbaijan but is controlled by separatist
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ethnic Armenians backed by the Armenian government. Until recently, negotiations mediated by
international powers had failed to deliver a peace agreement.
Armenia is majority Christian while Azerbaijan is majority Muslim. Turkey has close ties to Azerbaijan,
while Russia is allied with Armenia - although it also has good relations with Azerbaijan.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GTJ7V27U3.1&imageview=0.

5. What is the Sino-British Joint Declaration?
Context:
Britain has accused China of breaking its international treaty obligations, after four pro-democracy lawmakers
were ousted from Hong Kong’s legislature on security grounds.
● Britain said the new rules to disqualify elected assembly members was “a clear breach of the legally
binding Sino-British Joint Declaration”.
What is it?
● It is an agreement signed by Britain and China in 1984 to settle the future of Hong Kong.
● The two governments agreed China would reassume control of Hong Kong, which was occupied by
Britain after the Opium War in 1840, from July 1, 1997.
● The declaration was later deposited with the United Nations.
What are the main points
of the joint declaration?
● It states that
China’s basic
policies regarding
Hong Kong which
“will remain
unchanged for 50
years”, including
the promise that
the city would
retain a high
degree of
autonomy.
● It also states that
Hong Kong’s legal
and judicial
system would also
be unchanged for 50 years after 1997.
● It held that Britain would be responsible for the administration of Hong Kong until 1997 and the
Chinese government would give its cooperation.
Is the joint declaration still valid now that Beijing governs Hong Kong?
The high degree of autonomy that Beijing pledged to grant Hong Kong has been a thorny subject since the 1997
handover.
The issue was exacerbated in June 2014 when the State Council released a white paper stating that Beijing had
“comprehensive jurisdiction” over Hong Kong.
● Now, China says the declaration was “now void and covered only the period from the signing in 1984
until the handover in 1997”.
● But, the Britain argues the agreement remained in effect and was a legally binding agreement that
must be honoured.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
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1. Geographical location of Hong Kong.
2. What is one country two systems rule?
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3. Relationship of Macau with China.
4. About Sino-Britain declaration.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJT7V9DQ1.1&imageview=0.

6. Will return to nuclear deal if U.S. sanctions are lifted: Iran:
Context:
Iran has said that it will “automatically” return to its nuclear commitments if U.S. President-elect Joe Biden
lifts sanctions imposed over the past two years.
Background:
Decades old U.S.-Iranian tensions escalated after U.S. President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from a
landmark nuclear agreement in 2018 and then reinforced crippling sanctions.
● Iran has since May 2019 gradually suspended most of its key obligations under the agreement.
What's the way ahead for Iran?
While Mr. Trump has sought to maximise pressure on Iran and isolate it globally, Mr. Biden has proposed to
offer the Islamic republic a “credible path back to diplomacy”.
Besides, America is also obligated to implement Resolution 2231 as a member of the United Nations and its
Security Council.
● On 20 July 2015, the Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 2231 (2015) endorsing the the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
● Resolution 2231 provides for the termination of the provisions of previous Security Council
resolutions on the Iranian nuclear issue and establishes specific restrictions that apply to all States
without exception.
What was the iran nuclear deal?
Iran agreed to rein in its nuclear programme in a 2015 deal struck with the US, UK, Russia, China, France and
Germany.
● Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of
centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy-water, all key components for nuclear weapons.
● The JCPOA established the Joint Commission, with the negotiating parties all represented, to monitor
implementation of the agreement.
Why has US pulled out of the deal now?
Trump and opponents to the deal said it is flawed because it gives Iran access to billions of dollars but does not
address Iran’s support for groups the U.S. considers terrorists, like Hamas and Hezbollah. They noted it also
doesn’t curb Iran’s development of ballistic missiles and that the deal phases out by 2030. They said Iran has
lied about its nuclear program in the past.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is JCPOA? Signatories.
2. Iran and its neighbours.
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN.
4. Members of IAEA.
5. Programs of IAEA.
6. Board of Governors- composition, voting
and functions.

7. What is Uranium Enrichment?
Mains Link:
Write a note on JCPOA.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GGH7VRENQ.1&imageview=0.

7. UAE to widen ‘golden’ visa’s eligibility criteria:
Context:
The United Arab Emirates will extend its “golden” visa system to certain professionals, specialised degreeholders and others.
Background:
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After first announcing a long-term visa plan in 2018, the UAE in 2019 started granting 5- and 10-year renewable
visas to certain foreign investors, entrepreneurs, chief executives, scientists and outstanding students.
About the ‘Golden Card’ Permanent Residency Scheme:
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) had launched this Scheme to woo wealthy individuals and exceptional talents
from all over the world.
The “Golden Card” visa includes categories:
1. General investors who will be granted a 10 year permanent residency visas .
2. Real Estate Investors, who can get a visa for 5 year visa.
3. Entrepreneurs and Talented Professionals like doctors, researchers and innovators can get 10 years
visa.
4. ‘Outstanding students’. These will also be permitted 5 years permanent residency visas.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GQD7VGIS1.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.

1. Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ):
Context:
Indian diplomat Vidisha Maitra elected to U.N. ACABQ.
About ACABQ:
Advisory Committee is an expert Committee of sixteen Members elected by the General Assembly for a
period of three years, on the basis of a broad geographical representation.
● Members serve in a personal capacity and not as representatives of Member States.
● The Committee holds three sessions a year with total meeting time between nine and ten months per
year.
● The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee are elected by the Members of the Advisory
Committee.
Functions:
1. To examine and report on the budget submitted by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly.
2. To advise the General Assembly concerning any administrative and budgetary matters referred to it.
3. Examines, on behalf of the General Assembly, the administrative budgets of the specialised agencies
and proposals for financial arrangements with such agencies.
4. To consider and report to the General Assembly on the auditors’ reports on the accounts of the United
Nations and of the specialised agencies.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About ACABQ.
2. Composition.
3. Functions.
4. How members are elected?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/indian-diplomat-elected-toun-advisory-committee-on-administrative-andbudgetary-questions/article33047693.ece/amp/.

2. What is the Opec+?
Context:
After news of a highly effective Pfizer vaccine against Covid-19 and Saudi Arabia's assurance that an OPEC+ oil
output deal could be adjusted to balance the market, Oil prices have jumped.
What is the Opec+?
Opec+ refers to the alliance of crude producers, who have been undertaking corrections in supply in the oil
markets since 2017.
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OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and
Sudan.
What is OPEC?
1. The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) was founded in Baghdad,
Iraq, with the signing of an
agreement in September 1960 by
five countries namely Islamic
Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. They
were to become the Founder
Members of the Organization.
2. OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization.
3. OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to
secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of
petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the industry.
4. It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria.
5. OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the
ideals of the organization.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Founder members of OPEC.
2. Top oil producers?
3. India’s crude oil imports?
4. Components and refining of crude oil.
5. Crude oil storage facilities in India?
6. Geographical location of OPEC members.
7. Type of Crude oil produced by OPEC and
non-OPEC members.

8. What is OPEC+?
Mains Link:
How groups, such as OPEC, influence oil prices
across the world? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8A7UU20K.1&imageview=0.

3. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
Context:
North Korea has accused IAEA of being a puppet of hostile countries after a new report said North Korea's
nuclear weapons stockpile was breaking international law.
Observations made by North Korea:
● The IAEA is no more than a political tool of the Western countries.
● It was "a marionette dancing to the tune of the hostile forces" against North Korea.
What's the issue?
Pyongyang has gradually built an atomic stockpile after abandoning the Non-Proliferation Treaty in 2003, and
has tested several nuclear bombs in the years since.
● Besides, IAEA's inspectors have not been allowed into the country for more than a decade.
● So, IAEA had recently observed that Pyongyang's weapons programme was "deeply regrettable" and
the country's nuclear activities "remain a cause for serious concern".
Background:
North Korea is widely believed to have continued to develop its arsenal -- which it says it needs to protect itself
from a US invasion -- throughout the discussions.
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About IAEA:
Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957 within the United Nations family.
Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.
Functions:
● Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and
peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
● Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose,
including nuclear weapons.
Board of Governors:
22 member states (must represent
a stipulated geographic diversity)
— elected by the General
Conference (11 members every
year) – 2 year term.
● At least 10 member states
— nominated by the
outgoing Board.
● Board members each
receive one vote.
Functions:
1. Recommendations to the
General Conference on
IAEA activities and budget.
2. Responsible for publishing
IAEA standards.
3. Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA.
4. Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval.
Programs:
● Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).
● Human Health Program.
● Water Availability Enhancement Project.
● International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN.
2. Members of IAEA.
3. Programs of IAEA.

4. Board of Governors- composition, voting
and functions.
5. What is Uranium Enrichment?
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GJT7V9DPP.1&imageview=0.

4. United Nations Peace Keeping (UNPK) missions:
Context:
With China significantly scaling up its troop contribution for United Nations Peace Keeping (UNPK) missions,
India and the U.S. are looking to undertake training of military personnel for the missions from Southeast Asian
countries on the lines of the ongoing initiative for African countries.
India and the UN Peacekeeping:
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India has consistently been among the top troop contributing nations to the UN and is the fifth largest
with 5,424 personnel in eight countries.
India’s contribution to the regular budget is 0.83% and 0.16% of the peacekeeping budget.
India has so far participated in 51 of the 71 missions and contributed over 2 lakh personnel.
It has troop deployment in Lebanon, Golan Heights, Congo and South Sudan in addition to staff officers
in other missions.
India has also set up two field hospitals in South Sudan and one in Congo.
Since 2018, India has co-opted a contingent from Kazakhstan at the mission in Lebanon.

The US and UN Peacekeeping:
● The U.S. on the other hand has never contributed ground troops but contributes 27% of the U.N.
peacekeeping budget.
● In 2016, India and the U.S. began a joint annual initiative “UN Peacekeeping Course for African
Partners” to build and enhance the capacity of African troop and police-contributing countries to
participate in the U.N. and regional peacekeeping operations.
● While this is going on, the U.S. is keen on a similar initiative for South East Asian nations like Vietnam
and others.
China and the UN Peacekeeping:
● It currently has over 2,500 troops in various UN missions and has committed another 8,000 troops as
standby. Once implemented, it will make China the largest provider of troops to the UNPK.
● China contributes 12% of the UN regular general budget and 15% of the peacekeeping budget.
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance?
● United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and the
Department of Operational Support.
● Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security Council.
● The financial resources of UN Peacekeeping operations are the collective responsibility of UN Member
States.
● According to the UN Charter, every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share for
peacekeeping.
Composition:
● UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue berets
or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.
● Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.
● Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by the UN
Secretariat.
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:
1. Consent of the parties.
2. Impartiality.
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Who funds peacekeeping operations?
2. Role of UNSC.
3. Composition of Peacekeepers?
4. Why peacekeepers are called as Blue
Helmets?
5. Guiding principles of UN peacekeeping.
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6. Ongoing peacekeeping missions.
Mains Link:
Write a note on UN Peacekeeping and its
significance.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GE07VGTVE.1&imageview=0.
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5. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC):
Context:
The latest Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum was held online this year because of the
pandemic.
APEC:
It is a regional economic forum established in 1989 to leverage the growing interdependence of the AsiaPacific.
Aim: to create greater prosperity for the people of the region by promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable,
innovative and secure growth and by accelerating regional economic integration.
Functions:
1. APEC works to help all residents of the Asia-Pacific participate in the growing economy. APEC projects
provide digital skills training for rural communities and help indigenous women export their products
abroad.
2. Recognizing the impacts of climate change, APEC members also implement initiatives to increase
energy efficiency and promote sustainable management of forest and marine resources.
3. The forum adapts to allow members to deal with important new challenges to the region’s economic
well-being. This includes ensuring disaster resilience, planning for pandemics, and addressing
terrorism.
Members:
APEC’s 21 member economies are Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China;
Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea;
Peru; The Philippines; The Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America;
Viet Nam.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Geographical locations of APEC members.
2. Regional groups to which India is not a
member.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQK7VVFQU.1&imageview=0.

6. ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus):
Context:
Vietnam has invited India for ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM Plus) being hosted by Vietnam
in December 2020.
About ADMM- Plus:
Consistent with the ADMM guiding principles of open and outward looking, the 2nd ADMM in Singapore in
2007 adopted the Concept Paper to establish the ADMM-Plus.
The ADMM-Plus is a platform for ASEAN and its eight Dialogue Partners to strengthen security and defence
cooperation for peace, stability, and development in the region.
● Eight Dialogue Partners are Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russia and
the USA (collectively referred to as the “Plus Countries”).
Agreed five areas of practical cooperation under this mechanism are:
● Maritime security, counter-terrorism, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, peacekeeping
operations and military medicine.
In 2013, a new priority area of humanitarian mine action was agreed.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is ADMM?
www.insightsonindia.com

2. What is ADMM plus?
3. Members.
4. Objectives.
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5. Areas of Cooperation under ADMM- Plus.

7. Islamic Cooperation countries (OIC):
Context:
India has lashed out at Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) (formerly Organization of the Islamic
Conference) and rejected unwarranted references about Jammu & Kashmir made in resolutions adopted at the
47th Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) session.
● India has said that OIC has "no locus standi in matters strictly internal to India, including that of Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir".
About OIC:
● It is an international organization founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member states.
● It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations.
● The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and works to “safeguard
and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and
harmony “.
● The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union.
● Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Significance of OIC for India:
OIC’s growing economic and energy interdependence with India has become important in recent times.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. OIC- objectives.

2. Functions.
3. Members.
4. Subsidiary organisations.

8. One Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance:
Context:
Launched recently by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
and the World Health Organization (WHO).
Composition:
● This 20-member group comprises heads of states, current and former ministers of different countries,
leaders from the private sector and civil society.
● It is co-chaired by the prime ministers of Barbados and Bangladesh, Mia Mottley and Sheikh Hasina
Wazed, respectively.
● The heads of FAO, OIE and WHO are ex-officio members of the group.
Why was it created?
It seeks to catalyze global attention and action to preserve antimicrobial medicines and avert the disastrous
consequences of antimicrobial resistance.
Functions of the group:
The group has to:
1. Monitor the global response to antimicrobial resistance.
2. Maintain public momentum.
3. Provide regular reports on the science and evidence related to AMR to the UN member states.
4. Advocate for the inclusion of AMR ‘lens' in investments on agriculture, health, development, food and
feed production.
5. Push for multi-stakeholder engagement on the issue.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Antibiotic resistance?
www.insightsonindia.com

2. What are antibodies?
3. Milk production and consumption in India.
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4. What are critically important antibiotics
(CIAs)?
5. About the newly launched group.

Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health
/three-un-organisations-launch-a-new-globalcoalition-of-global-leaders-to-tackle-amr-74340.

Mains Link: Antibiotic resistance is one of the
biggest health challenges of 21st century. Examine
why.

9. Mega trade bloc RCEP takes off:
Context:
The initialising ceremony of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was held recently
among member-countries on the sidelines of the 37th ASEAN Summit.
About RCEP:
● The mega trade bloc comprises 15 countries led by China (10 ASEAN members and Australia, China,
Japan, South Korea and New Zealand).
● The group is expected to represent at least 30% of the global GDP and will emerge as the largest free
trade agreement in the world.
● The mega trade bloc is expected to boost commerce among the member-countries spread across the
Asia-Pacific region.
Aims and Objectives of RCEP:
● To lower tariffs, open up trade in services and promote investment to help emerging economies catch
up with the rest of the world.
● To help reduce costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product anywhere within
the bloc without meeting separate requirements for each country.
● It also touches on intellectual property, but will not cover environmental protections and labour rights.
Why does it matter?
It mainly matters because it sets new trade rules for the region -- and has China's backing but does not
include the United States.
● Observers say it solidifies China's broader geopolitical ambitions in the region.
Why no India?
India withdrew last year over concerns about cheap Chinese goods entering the country, though it can join at a
later date if it so chooses.
● It raised alarm about market access issues, fearing its domestic producers could be hard hit if the
country was flooded with cheap Chinese goods.
● Textiles, dairy, and agriculture were flagged as three vulnerable industries.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. RCEP- composition and objectives.
2. India’s free trader agreements with ASEAN
countries.

www.insightsonindia.com

3. Geographical location of asean countries.
4. Aims and objectives of RCEP.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GFE7VGUH4.1&imageview=0.
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3
Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

1. What are non-banking financial companies- microfinance institutions
(NBFC-MFIs)?
Context:
The share of NBFC-MFIs (microfinance institutions) in the overall microfinance sector has come down to a little
more than 30% as several large MFIs had converted into Small Finance Banks.
What are NBFC- MFIs?
NBFC MFI is a non-deposit taking NBFC (other than a company licensed u/s 25 of the Indian Companies Act,
1956) that meets the following conditions:
1. Minimum Net Owned Funds (NOF) of Rs.5 crore. (For those registered in the North Eastern Region of
the country, Rs. 2 crore is required as minimum NOF).
2. At least 85% of its Total Net Assets are in the nature of “Qualifying Assets.”
What are Qualifying Assets?
“Net assets” are total assets excluding cash, bank balances, and money market instruments.
“Qualifying assets” are those assets which have a substantial period of time to be ready for its intended use or
sale.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. NBFCs- meaning.
2. Types.
3. NBFCs under RBI.
4. NBFC-MFI- eligibility, functions.
5. What is Net Owned Funds?
www.insightsonindia.com

6. What are Qualifying Assets?
7. What are small finance banks.
8. Differences between NBFCs, SFBs and
Payment Banks.
Mains Link:Discuss the significance of NBFC-MFIs
(microfinance institutions).
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Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2E7UJU93.1&imageview=0.

2. Haryana to reserve 75% private jobs:
Context:
The Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Bill, 2020 has been passed paving way for more
employment opportunities for locals in private sector.
Key provisions of the Bill:
● Sectors to be covered: All the companies, societies, trusts, limited liability partnership firms,
partnership firms and any person employing 10 or more persons and an entity, as may be notified by
the government from time to time.
● Exclusion: It shall not include the central government or state government or any organisation owned
by the central or state government.
● Posts covered: Posts where the gross monthly salary or wages are not more than Rs. 50,000 or as
notified by the government from time to time.
● Exemption: The employer may claim exemption where adequate number of local candidates of a
desired skill, qualification or proficiency are not available.
● The employer may be penalised with fine upto Rs. 5 Lakh for not following provisions of this Act.
Concerns expressed by experts:
● Haryana's Bill may be in violation of Article 16. But, Haryana government claims that while Article 16
talks about the “public employment”, the Bill only pertains to “private sector employment”.
● Besides, it may not be in the interest of industry.
● There are apprehensions that if Haryana implements this kind of a reservation, other states will also
follow the same and that shall result in a “complete chaos”.
● Previously, Andhra Pradesh’s decision of introducing 75% reservation for local candidates was
challenged in the Andhra Pradesh High Court which observed that “it may be unconstitutional”.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key provisions of the Bill.
2. Article 16 of the Indian Constitution is
related to?

Mains Link:Discuss issues associated with
Haryana's move to reserve 75% private jobs.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-haryanas-move-to-reserve-75private-jobs-means-for-companies-6995688/.

3. Production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme:
Context:
The Central government has unveiled a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme to encourage domestic
manufacturing investments in 10 more sectors, with an estimated outlay of about ₹1.46 lakh crore over the
next five years.
● These sectors have been identified on the basis of their potential to create employment and make
India self-reliant.
The 10 sectors include:
Food processing, telecom, electronics, textiles,
speciality steel, automobiles and auto
components, solar photo-voltaic modules and
white goods, such as air conditioners and LEDs.
About the PLI scheme:
To make India a manufacturing hub, the government had announced the PLI scheme for mobile phones,
pharma products, and medical equipment sectors.
● Notified on April 1 as a part of the National Policy on Electronics.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

It proposes a financial incentive to boost domestic manufacturing
and attract large investments in the electronics value chain.

What the scheme seeks to achieve?
1. Make domestic manufacturing competitive and efficient.
2. Create economies of scale.
3. Make India part of global supply chain.
4. Attract investment in core manufacturing and cutting edge tech.
5. Competitive manufacturing would in turn lift exports.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key proposals under the National Policy on
Electronics.
2. Production linked incentive scheme- when
was it announced?
3. Incentives under the scheme is available
to?
4. What kind of investments will be
considered?
5. Duration of the scheme.
6. Who will implement it?

Mains Link:
What is the
production linked
incentive scheme
for electronics manufacturers? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8V7V5P0I.1&imageview=0.

4. RBI's debt restructuring scheme:
Context:
Rating agency Crisil has said that as many as 99% of companies rated by it were unlikely to opt for the one-time
debt restructuring scheme.
● The finding is based on a preliminary analysis of 3,523 non-micro small and medium enterprise (MSME)
companies.
● This is despite two-thirds of the rated entities being eligible for restructuring, based on the parameters
proposed by the KV Kamath committee.
Improving business sentiment and the ongoing, gradual recovery has minimised the need to avail of the
facility, according to Crisil.
Background:
In August this year, RBI set up a committee headed by K.V. Kamath on restructuring of loans impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic.
● The Committee was tasked to recommend parameters for one-time restructuring of corporate loans.
Recommendations made by the Committee:
1. Graded approach to restructuring of stressed accounts based on severity of the impact on the
borrowers- Banks can classify the accounts into mild, moderate and severe as recommended by the
committee.
2. Five financial parameters to gauge the health of sectors facing difficulties- total outside liabilities to
adjusted tangible networth, total debt to earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and
amortization (Ebitda), debt service coverage ratio (DSCR), current ratio and average debt service
coverage ratio (ADSCR).
3. 26 sectors have been identified including auto, aviation, construction, hospitality, power, real estate
and tourism.
Applicability of these recommendations:
● The committee was to scrutinise restructuring of loans above ₹1500 crore.
● The resolution under this framework is applicable only to those borrowers who have been impacted on
account of Covid.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

Only those borrowers which were classified as standard and with arrears less than 30 days as at March
1, 2020 are eligible under the Framework.

Why these measures were necessary? How serious is the debt problem?
Corporate sector debt worth Rs 15.52 lakh crore has come under stress after Covid-19 hit India, while another
Rs 22.20 lakh crore was already under stress before the pandemic.
● This effectively means Rs 37.72 lakh (72% of the banking sector debt to industry) remains under stress.
● This is almost 37% of the total non-food bank credit.
● Besides, Companies in sectors such as retail trade, wholesale trade, roads and textiles are facing stress.
Sectors that have been under stress pre-Covid include NBFCs, power, steel, real estate and
construction.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are NBFCs?
2. Difference between Payment Banks and
commercial banks.

3. KV Kamath Committee is related to?
4. Key recommendations.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G237VNVGH.1&imageview=0.

5. Private sector banks reforms:
Context:
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had constituted an Internal Working Group (IWG) to review the extant
ownership guidelines and corporate structure for private sector banks in India.
● It was headed by Dr. Prasanna Kumar Mohanty, Director, Central Board of RBI.
The terms of reference of included:
1. Review of the eligibility criteria for individuals/ entities to apply for banking license.
2. Examination of preferred corporate structure for banks and harmonisation of norms.
3. Review of norms for long-term shareholding in banks by the promoters and other shareholders.
The group has recently submitted its recommendations.
Key Recommendations made:
1. Raise the cap on promoters’ stake in private sector banks to 26% in the long run (15 years). The
holding is currently mandated at 15% of the paid-up voting equity share capital of the bank.
2. Large corporate or industrial houses should be allowed as promoters of banks only after necessary
amendments to the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (to prevent connected lending and exposures
between the banks and other financial and non-financial group entities).
3. Improve the supervisory mechanism for large conglomerates, including consolidated supervision.
4. Also, well-run non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), with an asset size of ₹50,000 crore and
above, including those owned by a corporate house, may be considered for conversion into banks
subject to completion of 10 years of operations, meeting due diligence criteria and compliance with
additional specified conditions.
5. As regards non-promoter shareholding, it has suggested a uniform cap of 15% of the paid-up voting
equity share capital of the bank for all types of shareholders.
6. For Payments Banks intending to convert to a Small Finance Bank (SFB), their track record of three
years should be considered sufficient.
7. Small Finance Banks and Payments Banks may be listed within ‘6 years from the date of reaching net
worth equivalent to prevalent entry capital requirement prescribed for universal banks’ or ‘10 years
from the date of commencement of operations’, whichever is earlier.
8. The minimum initial capital requirement for licensing new banks be enhanced from ₹500 crore to
₹1,000 crore for universal banks, and be raised to ₹300 crore from ₹200 crore for SFBs.
9. Non-operative financial holding company (NOFHC) should continue to be the preferred structure for
all new licenses to be issued for universal banks. However, it should be mandatory only in cases where
the individual promoters, promoting entities or converting entities have other group entities.
InstaLinks:
www.insightsonindia.com
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1.
2.
3.
4.

What are Payment Banks?
What are NBFCs?
What are SFBs?
Key recommendations made by the IWG.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of these recommendations.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G3T802JPU.1&imageview=0.

6. Current account surplus likely:
Context:
India may record a current account surplus in FY21. This is because there is moderation in import due to under
heating of the economy triggered by the Covid-19 crisis.
● This crisis is different from what the world witnessed during the taper tantrum.
What is the taper tantrum?
Taper tantrum phenomenon refers to the 2013 collective reactionary response that triggered a spike in US
treasury yields, after investors learned that the US Fed was slowly putting brakes on its quantitative easing (QE)
program. This led to a surge in inflation to high double digits emerging economies.
What is the Current Account?
The current account captures the net trade in goods and services, net earnings on investments, and net
transfer payments over a period of time, typically a year or a quarter.
Essentially, net trade in goods and services is a major component of the current account.
Relevance:
The current account provides important information about the economic condition of a country, and a higher
balance of the current account usually corresponds to higher exports than imports, indicating a healthy inflow
of foreign exchange reserves.
What’s India’s current account like now?
● India’s current account has largely
been in deficit due to the higher
value of imports compared to
exports. Some of the major items
we import are crude oil, gold, and
electronic items.
● Limited domestic production and
issues related to competitiveness
of our domestic industry such as
land and labour laws, high cost of
capital and taxes resulted in stiff
competition from cheap imports coming from countries such as China.
● Consequently, our trade deficit with these countries has increased which has had an adverse impact on
our current account balances and has come at the expense of our domestic manufacturers.
A surplus is not a good thing always, then?
A current account surplus implies a higher inflow of forex than outflow.
It helps with an increase in reserves which is critical for maintaining financial and external sector stability.
● However, in the current situation, an improvement in our current account is coming from lower levels
of imports which coincides with muted domestic demand. This makes it important to view such an
uptick as a sign of potential weakness and undertake supportive policy measures.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Current Account?
2. Components.
www.insightsonindia.com

3. Impact of Current Account surplus.
4. What is the taper tantrum?

86

InsightsIAS

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GH080C1C8.1&imageview=0.

7. What are negative yield bonds?
Context:
Last week, China sold negative-yield debt for the first time.
● 5-year bond was priced with a yield of –0.152%, and the 10-year and 15-year securities with positive
yields of 0.318% and 0.664%.
What are they?
These are debt instruments that offer to pay the investor a maturity amount lower than the purchase price
of the bond.
● Can be issued by central banks or governments.
● Here, investors pay interest to the borrower to keep their money with them.
Then, why do Investors buy such bonds?
● Such instruments are usually in demand during times of stress and uncertainty. This is to protect their
capital from significant erosion.
● From currency fluctuations to deflation, there are scenarios in which purchasers of negative-yield
bonds can come out ahead.
Relationship between Bond Price and Yield:
A bond's price moves inversely with its yield or interest rate; the higher the price of a bond, the lower the
yield.
The reason for the inverse relationship between price and yield is due, in part, to bonds being fixed-rate
investments.
1. Investors might sell their bonds if it's expected that interest rates will rise in the coming months and
opt for the higher-rate bonds later on.
2. Conversely, bond investors might buy bonds, driving the prices higher, if they believe interest rates will
fall in the future because existing fixed-rate bonds will have a higher rate or yield.
What is the key factor driving this demand today?
1. It is the massive amount of liquidity injected by the global central banks after the pandemic began
that has driven up prices of various assets including equities, debt and commodities.
2. Many investors could also be temporarily parking money in negative-yielding government debt for the
purpose of hedging their risk portfolio in equities.
3. In case the fresh wave of the Covid-19 pandemic leads to further lockdowns of economies, then there
could be further negative pressure on interest rates, pushing yields down further, and leading to profits
even for investors who put in money at the current juncture.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are Negative Yield Bonds?
2. Relationship between Bond Price and Yield.

Mains Link:Discuss why Negative Yield Bonds are
gaining popularity these days.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-why-chinas-negative-yield-bonds-are-indemand-7063061/.

8. Fiscal deficit reaches 120% of annual target:
Context:
The Union Government’s fiscal deficit further widened to ₹9.53 lakh crore, or close to 120% of the annual
budget estimate, at the end of October of the current fiscal.
Reasons behind this:
● The deficit widened mainly due to poor revenue realisation.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

The lockdown imposed to curb spreading of coronavirus infections had significantly impacted
business activities and in turn contributed to sluggish revenue realisation.

What is the fiscal deficit?
It is the difference between the Revenue Receipts plus Non-debt Capital Receipts (NDCR) and the total
expenditure.
● In other words, fiscal deficit is “reflective of the total borrowing requirements of Government”.
Impact of high fiscal deficit:
In the economy, there is a limited pool of investible savings. These savings are used by financial institutions
like banks to lend to private businesses (both big and small) and the governments (Centre and state).
● If the fiscal deficit ratio is too high, it implies that there is a lesser amount of money left in the market
for private entrepreneurs and businesses to borrow.
● Lesser amount of this money, in turn, leads to higher rates of interest charged on such lending.
● A high fiscal deficit and higher interest rates would also mean that the efforts of the Reserve Bank of
India to reduce interest rates are undone.
What is the acceptable level of fiscal deficit for a developing economy?
For a developing economy, where private enterprises may be weak and governments may be in a better state
to invest, fiscal deficit could be higher than in a developed economy.
● Here, governments also have to invest in both social and physical infrastructure upfront without having
adequate avenues for raising revenues.
● In India, the FRBM Act suggests bringing the fiscal deficit down to about 3 percent of the GDP is the
ideal target. Unfortunately, successive governments have not been able to achieve this target.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/fiscal-deficit-reaches-120-ofannual-target/article33195919.ece/amp/.

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.

1. Move to allow corporates to set up banks attracts flak:
Context:
A recent report by an Internal Working Group of the Reserve Bank of India has attracted a lot of attention as
well as criticism.
What has happened?
The IWG was constituted to “review extant ownership guidelines and corporate structure for Indian private
sector banks” and submitted its report last week.
● One key recommendation of
the group was related to
allowing large
corporate/industrial houses
to be promoters of private
banks.
What's the issue now?
Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
and former RBI Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya have criticised the suggestion
by the IWG, describing it a
“bombshell”.
● They observed, it would be
‘penny wise pound foolish’ to
replace the poor governance
under the present structure of
www.insightsonindia.com
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these (public sector/government-owned) banks with a highly conflicted structure of ownership by
industrial houses.
Why is the recommendation to allow large corporates to float their own banks being criticised?
Historically, RBI has been of the view that the ideal ownership status of banks should promote a balance
between efficiency, equity and financial stability.
● A greater play of private banks is not without its risks. The global financial crisis of 2008 was a case in
point.
● A predominantly government-owned banking system tends to be more financially stable because of
the trust in government as an institution.
● More specifically, here in this case, the main concern in allowing large corporates to open their own
banks is a basic conflict of interest, or more technically, “connected lending”.
What is connected lending?
A situation where the promoter of a bank is also a borrower and, as such, it is possible for a promoter to
channel the depositors’ money into their own ventures.
● Connected lending has been happening for a long time and the RBI has been always behind the curve
in spotting it.
● The recent episodes in ICICI Bank, Yes Bank, DHFL etc. were all examples of connected lending.
● The so-called ever-greening of loans (where one loan after another is extended to enable the borrower
to pay back the previous one) is often the starting point of such lending.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GH080C1CM.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers.

1. Polavaram project:
Context:
Andhra Pradesh government recently said that it is planning to complete the Polavaram project by 2022 kharif
season, and six other projects — Vamsadhara-Phase 2, Vamsadhara-Nagavali link, Owk tunnel-2, VelugondaPhase 1 and Nellore and Sangam barrages — in 2020-21.
(Note: Please try to have an overview of important irrigation projects and rivers across which they are being
built. Also, locate them on the map.)
About the Polavaram project:
● The dam is being built across the Godavari River in Andhra Pradesh.
● It will facilitate an inter-basin transfer to the Krishna river basin through its Right canal.
● Its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States also.
● The project is a multipurpose major terminal reservoir project for development of Irrigation,
Hydropower and drinking water facilities.
● The project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra Pradesh Bifurcation Act and its design
was changed.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Godavari and its tributaries.
2. Polavaram project- basin states.
3. Locate these projects on mapVamsadhara-Nagavali link, Owk tunnel-2,
Velugonda-Phase 1 and Nellore and
Sangam barrages.
www.insightsonindia.com

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Polavaram project.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GEC7UUGNG.1&imageview=0.
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2. Mega Food Park:
Context:
Mega Food Park inaugurated in Punjab.
About Mega Food Parks scheme:
Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing Mega Food Park Scheme in the country since 2008.
It aims at providing a mechanism to link agricultural production to the market by bringing together farmers,
processors and retailers.
● Significance: These
food parks give a
major boost to the
food processing
sector by adding value
and reducing food
wastage at each stage
of the supply chain
with particular focus
on perishables.
● Funding: A maximum
grant of Rs 50 crore is
given for setting up a
MFP, in minimum 50
acres of contiguous
land with only 50%
contribution to the
total project cost.
Implementation:
Implemented by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) which is a Body Corporate registered under the Companies
Act.
State Government, State Government entities and Cooperatives are not required to form a separate SPV for
implementation of Mega Food Park project.
● Subject to fulfillment of the conditions of the Scheme Guidelines, the funds are released to the SPVs.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Functional Mega Food Parks in India.
2. First Mega Food Park.
3. Which ministry administers the scheme.
4. Mizoram’s first mega food park.

5. Funding under the scheme.
Mains Link:
Write a note on the significance of Mega Food
Parks scheme.

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices;
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing.

1. New UN alliance to stave off ‘catastrophic food crisis’:
Context:
Taking cognisance of the catastrophic food crisis caused by Covid 19 Pandemic and the urgency to tackle it,
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations has launched a Food Coalition.
About the Alliance:
Proposed by Italy and led by Food and Agriculture Organization, the alliance aims to increase resilience of
agricultural food systems and ensure global food access.
● Italy and the Netherlands have already pledged and delivered financial resources and technical
support to the coalition.
www.insightsonindia.com
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●

●

The alliance would work as a network of networks and a multi-stakeholder coalition for a unified
global action to ensure food access and increase the resilience of agricultural food systems in response
to COVID-19.
The alliance involves a devoted trust fund and a web-based hub allowing participants to access a
basket of project-focused information and data, as well as the funding and types of assistance needed
for many on-the-ground projects.

Key Objectives of the alliance:
1. Mobilising resources, expertise and innovation
2. Advocating for a joint and coordinated COVID-19 response.
3. Promoting dialogue and exchange of knowledge and expertise among countries.
4. Working towards solution-oriented plans and programmes.
5. Expanding international cooperation and partnership for a longer term impact.
Why do we need such United efforts?
● Global food prices continued to rise in October for the fifth successive month, according to the FAO
Food Price Index also released November 5. Even though the forecast for global cereal production was
low, the output for 2020 was still expected to reach an all-time high.
● COVID-19 could add up to 132 million more people to the ranks of the world’s undernourished in
2020 — a grave challenge that the pandemic poses to the eradication of hunger by 2030.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About FAO.
2. About the Proposed alliance.
3. Overview of the FAO Food Price Index.

Mains Link:
COVID-19 could add up to 132 million more people
to the ranks of the world’s undernourished in 2020
— a grave challenge that the pandemic poses to
the eradication of hunger by 2030. Discuss how we
can avert such situations.

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

1. What is the unique maritime cluster coming up at GIFT City in Gujarat?
Context:
Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) has been trying to develop such a maritime cluster at GIFT City in the state
capital Gandhinagar through its subsidiary Gujarat Ports Infrastructure and Development Company Ltd
(GPIDCL).
What is a maritime cluster?
It is an agglomeration of firms, institutions, and businesses in the maritime sector that are geographically
located close to each other.
● This concept is new to India, but these clusters have been driving some of the most competitive ports
of the world like Rotterdam, Singapore, Hong Kong, Oslo, Shanghai, and London.
Unique institutions at the Gujarat Maritime Cluster:
● Gujarat Maritime University will be set up.
● Within this, an Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) Centre will be set up.
● This centre will provide an option to Indian players seeking to avoid availing the services of
international alternate dispute resolution hubs which entail huge costs, time, and travel.
● The cluster is also expected to house the office of the Director General of Shipping.
Need for a maritime cluster:
To bring back businesses that have migrated over the years to foreign locations due to the absence of the right
ecosystem in the country.
● Gujarat has a lot of ports and handles 40 per cent of the country’s cargo, but we have not targeted the
entire value-chain.
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InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is a maritime Cluster?
2. What is International Financial Service
Centre?
3. Can they be set up in SEZs?
4. India’s first IFSC.
5. Services they provide?
6. Limitations.

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of international financial
services centres.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-is-the-unique-maritime-clustercoming-up-at-gift-city-in-gujarat-7048302/.

2. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF):
Context:
Union Cabinet recently gave its approval to the proposal for equity infusion by the Government of Rs. 6000
crores in NIIF Debt Platform - sponsored by the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF).
● The proposal is part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat 3.0 package announced earlier this month.
About NIIF:
The government had set up the ₹40,000 crore NIIF in 2015 as an investment vehicle for funding commercially
viable greenfield, brownfield and stalled infrastructure projects.
It was setup as a Category-II Alternate Investment Fund.
● The Indian government is investing 49% and the rest of the corpus is to be raised from third-party
investors such as sovereign wealth funds, insurance and pension funds, endowments, etc.
● NIIF’s mandate includes investing in areas such as energy, transportation, housing, water, waste
management and other infrastructure-related sectors in India.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is NIIF?
2. How is it administered?
3. What is a Category-II Alternate Investment
Fund?

4. NIIF’s mandate.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/cabinet-approves-6000crore-infustion-in-niif-debtplatform/article33177501.ece/amp/.

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology
and developing new technology.

1. What is a bulk drug park, and why does Himachal Pradesh want one?
Context:
Himachal Pradesh is vying for the allotment of a bulk drug park under a central government scheme.
The Central Government is planning to setup three such parks across the country.
What are bulk drugs or APIs?
A bulk drug is also called an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API).
It is the key ingredient of a drug or medicine, which lends it the desired therapeutic effect or produces the
intended pharmacological activity.
● Take for example- Paracetamol- It is a bulk drug, which acts against pain. It is mixed with binding
agents or solvents to prepare the finished pharmaceutical product, ie a paracetamol tablet, capsule or
syrup, which is consumed by the patient.
How are APIs prepared?
They are prepared from multiple reactions involving chemicals and solvents.
● The primary chemical or the basic raw material which undergoes reactions to form an API is called the
key starting material, or KSM.
● Chemical compounds formed during the intermediate stages during these reactions are called drug
intermediates or DIs.
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Why is India promoting bulk drug parks?
India has one of the largest pharmaceutical industries in the world (third largest by volume).
But this industry largely depends on other countries, particularly China, for importing APIs, DIs and KSMs.
So, any disruptions in those countries would definitely affect the pharmaceutical industries here in India.
● For instance, this year, drug manufacturers in India suffered repeated setbacks due to disruption in
imports due to Covid 19.
● The border conflict between India and China exacerbated the situation.
So, what India is doing?
Call for greater self-reliance: In June, the department of pharmaceuticals announced a scheme for the
promotion of three bulk drug parks in the country.
● A bulk drug park will have a designated contiguous area of land with common infrastructure facilities
for the exclusive manufacture of APIs, DIs or KSMs, and also a common waste management system.
● These parks are expected to bring down manufacturing costs of bulk drugs in the country and increase
competitiveness in the domestic bulk drug industry.
Key features of the scheme for promotion of Bulk Drug parks:
● The scheme will support three selected parks in the country by providing a one-time grant-in-aid for
the creation of common infrastructure facilities.
● The grant-in-aid will be 70 per cent of the cost of the common facilities but in the case of Himachal
Pradesh and other hill states, it will be 90 per cent.
● The Centre will provide a maximum of Rs 1,000 crore per park.
● A state can only propose one site, which is not less than a thousand acres in area, or not less than 700
acres in the case of hill states.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features of the scheme mentioned
above.
2. Funding.
3. Targets.
4. What are active pharmaceutical
ingredients?

5. APIs in fixed- dose vs single- dose drug
combinations.
6. What are excipients in Medicine?
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
hat-is-a-bulk-drug-park-and-why-himachal-wantsone-6911710/.

2. Kalvari class of submarines:
Context:
Indian Navy’s fifth Kalvari-class Diesel Electric attack submarine INS Vagir was launched recently at Mazgaon
Dock in Mumbai.
● The other vessels in the class are INS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS Karanj, INS Vela and INS Vagsheer.
About Kalvari Class of submarines:
This class of submarines have Diesel Electric transmission systems and these are primarily attack submarines
or ‘hunter-killer’ type which means they are designed to target and sink adversary naval vessels.
● They can be used in anti-warship and anti-submarine operations, intelligence gathering and
surveillance and naval mine laying.
● These submarines are built under Project 75 and their design is based on the Scorpene class of the
submarines.
● Being constructed by the public sector shipbuilder Mazagon Dock Ltd (MDL) in Mumbai.
● Design is based on Scorpene class of submarines designed and developed by French defence major
Naval Group formerly DCNS and Spanish state owned entity Navantia.
(Note: In maritime parlance a class of ships is a group of vessels which have the same make, purpose and
displacement).
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Facts for Prelims:
(Just have a brief overview of these facts)
Origins of the names of ships mentioned above:
1. Kalvari – means Tiger Shark.
2. Vagir has been named after a Sand Fish, a predatory marine species.
3. Khanderi has been named after an Island Fort built by Chhatrapati Shivaji, which played a key role in
his Navy.
4. Karanj has also been named after an Island located South of Mumbai.
India's submarine fleet:
India currently operates one submarine each in nuclear powered Classes of Chakra and Arihant and in addition
to 14 submarines belonging to three classes of Diesel Electric category — Kalvari, Shishumar and Sindhughosh.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-a-look-at-kalvari-class-of-submarines-and-itsstrategic-significance-7049172/.

3. India set to launch deep sea mission:
Context:
India will soon launch an ambitious ‘Deep Ocean Mission’.
● Required approvals are being obtained for the mission.
About the Mission:
The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the space exploration started by ISRO about 35
years ago.
The focus of the mission will be on deep-sea mining, ocean climate change advisory services, underwater
vehicles and underwater robotics related technologies.
● Two key projects planned in the ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ report include a desalination plant powered by
tidal energy and a submersible vehicle that can explore depths of at least 6,000 metres.
Significance:
● The mission will give a boost to efforts to explore India’s vast Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental
Shelf.
● The plan will enable India to develop capabilities to exploit resources in the Central Indian Ocean Basin
(CIOB).
Potential:
India has been allotted 75,000 square kilometres in the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by UN International
Sea Bed Authority for exploration of poly-metallic nodules.
● CIOB reserves contain deposits of metals like iron, manganese, nickel and cobalt.
● It is envisaged that 10% of recovery of that large reserve can meet the energy requirement of India
for the next 100 years.
What are PMN?
Polymetallic nodules (also known as manganese nodules) are potato-shaped, largely porous nodules found in
abundance carpeting the sea floor of world oceans in deep sea.
Composition: Besides manganese and iron, they contain nickel, copper, cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmium,
vanadium, titanium, of which nickel, cobalt and copper are considered to be of economic and strategic
importance.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is deep sea mining?
2. What are PMNs?
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Mains Link:
Discuss the need for and significance of 'Deep
Ocean Mission' to be launched by India.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GNP8090AI.1&imageview=0.

4. What are desalination plants?
Context:
Uddhav Thackeray clears Mumbai’s first desalination plant.
● The proposed plant, which will process 200 million litres of water daily (MLD), is being set up to
overcome the water shortage faced by Mumbai in the months of May and June.
Swiss Challenge method?
The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) is planning to take the ‘Swiss Challenge Method’ for the
project.
● Under this, a project can be awarded to a private player on an unsolicited proposal.
● The private firm which has first submitted a proposal can be approached directly for negotiations and if
they do not agree, then other bidders are called.
What are desalination plants?
A desalination plant turns salt water into water that is fit to drink.
● The most commonly used technology used for the process is reverse osmosis where an external
pressure is applied to push solvents from an area of high-solute concentration to an area of low-solute
concentration through a membrane.
● The microscopic pores in the membranes allow water molecules through but leave salt and most other
impurities behind, releasing clean water from the other side.
● These plants are mostly set up in areas that have access to sea water.
How widely is this technology used in India?
This technology has been limited to affluent countries in the Middle East and has recently started making
inroads in parts of the United States and Australia.
● In India, Tamil Nadu has been the pioneer in using this technology, setting up two desalination plants
near Chennai in 2010 and then 2013.
● Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh are also exploring the ideas.
Challenges:
● High cost of setting up and running a desalination plant.
● The disposal of the byproduct — highly concentrated brine — of the desalination process.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is desalination?
2. What is a desalination plant?
3. What is reverse osmosis?
4. Desalination plants in India.

Mains Link:
What is desalination? Why desalination plants were
installed recently in Mumbai? Discuss.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/
mumbai-desalination-plant-7063528/.

5. Dry Swab-Direct RT-PCR method:
Context:
To ramp up COVID-19 testing, ICMR approves dry swab-direct RT-PCR method.
● It has been Developed by CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB).
First, let us understand how the conventional method works?
In the conventional testing method, nasopharyngeal or oropharyngeal swab samples collected are generally
placed in a liquid called Viral Transport Medium (VTM).
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●

To avoid leakage, they are packed heavily that adds on to sample processing times at both the sample
collection and testing centres.

What is Dry Swab-Direct RT-PCR method?
● This is a simple variation of the existing gold standard RT-PCR method.
● This method involves collecting and transporting the nasal swab in dry state which makes the
transportation and handling of the samples easy and less prone to spillage and spread of infection.
● In this method, the step of RNA isolation from the sample has been omitted, and it involves only
simple processing of the sample followed by direct RT-PCR using the kit recommended by the ICMR.
Benefits:
1. Cost effective.
2. Easy to implement with no requirement of new kits.
3. Existing manpower can perform this with no additional training.
4. Can ramp up the testing capacity in the country quickly
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Difference between RNA and DNA.
2. Differences between RT PCR and antibody
tests.
3. What is a RNA virus? How it survives?

4. What are antibodies?
5. What is dry swab test?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of dry swab RT- PCR test.

6. Software Technology Parks of India (STPI):
Context:
The Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) is investing up to ₹400 crore in setting up office and connectivity
infrastructure across several cities, offering small technology firms a ‘plug-and-play’ facility.
About Software Technology Parks of India (STPI):
It is an autonomous society under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).
● Established in 1991.
● Objective of encouraging, promoting and boosting the export of software from India.
● The STPI’s Governing Council’s Chairperson is the Union Minister for Electronics & Information
Technology.
Other key objectives:
● To provide statutory and other promotional services to the exporters by implementing Software
Technology Parks (STP)/ Electronics and Hardware Technology Parks (EHTP) Schemes, SEZ scheme
and other such schemes which may be formulated and entrusted by the Government from time to
time.
● To promote micro, small and medium entrepreneurs by creating conducive environment for
entrepreneurship in the field of IT/ITES.
● To establish and manage infrastructure resources such as Datacom facilities, Project Management and
Consultancy and IT support facilities.
InstaLinks:
Prelims and Mains Link:
STPI- Objectives and functions.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G0M7UFOVF.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Awareness in space.

1. EOS-01, India’s latest earth observation satellite:
Context:
EOS-01 launch. This will be ISRO’s first mission since the launch of RISAT-2BR1, on December 11 last year.
www.insightsonindia.com

96

InsightsIAS

(Note:ISRO had also sent communication satellite GSAT-30 in space in January this year, but that was done
using an Ariane rocket launched from French Guiana).
What is EOS-01?
It is an earth observation satellite.
EOS-01 is nothing but another Radar Imaging Satellite (RISAT) that will work together with RISAT-2B and
RISAT-2BR1 launched last year.
● Henceforth all the earth observation satellites would be called EOS-series.
What are earth-observation satellites used for?
Land and forest mapping and monitoring, mapping of resources like water or minerals or fishes, weather and
climate observations, soil assessment, geospatial contour mapping are all done through earth-observation
satellites.
Advantages of radar imaging over optical instruments:
Radar imaging is unaffected by weather, cloud or fog, or the lack of sunlight. It can produce high-quality images
in all conditions and at all times.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is radar imaging?
2. What are earth- observation satellites?
3. Differences between GSLV and PSLV.
4. Applications of EOS-01.
5. Differences between low earth orbit and
geostationary orbits.

Mains Link:
Why is Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) one of
the world’s most reliable space launch vehicles?
How is it helping India commercially and
technologically?
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/w
hat-is-eos-01-india-earth-observation-satellite6988784/.

2. Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT):
Context:
Indian astronomers collaborated with Nobel laureate on Thirty Meter Telescope Project.
● 2020 Physics Nobel Laureate Prof. Andrea Ghez had worked closely with Indian astronomers on the
design of back-end instruments.
About TMT:
● It is an astronomical observatory with an extremely large
telescope (ELT).
● It is an international project being funded by scientific
organisations of Canada, China, India, Japan and USA.
● Planned location: Mauna Kea on the island of Hawaii in
the US state of Hawaii.
● Purpose: The TMT is designed for near-ultraviolet to
mid-infrared observations, featuring adaptive optics to
assist in correcting image blur.
Significance:
● TMT will enable scientists to study fainter objects far away from us in the Universe, which gives
information about early stages of evolution of the Universe.
● It will give us finer details of not-so-far-away objects like undiscovered planets and other objects in the
Solar System and planets around other stars.

3. What is SpaceX-NASA’s upcoming Crew-1 mission launch?
Context:
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NASA has certified SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule and the Falcon 9 rocket, making it the first spacecraft
certification provided by the space agency.
This means SpaceX can now operate regular flights to the space station.
● SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft will lift off from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida on
November 14.
What is the Crew-1 mission?
The mission is part of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program, whose objective is to make access to space easier in
terms of its cost, so that cargo and crew can be easily transported to and from the ISS, enabling greater
scientific research.
● Significantly, Crew-1 will be the first operational flight of the SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft on a
Falcon 9 rocket to the ISS and is the first of the three scheduled flights scheduled over the course of
2020-2021.
About the SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule:
It will carry up to four astronauts on NASA missions, maintaining a space station crew of seven to maximize
time dedicated to scientific research on the orbiting laboratory.
What will members of Crew-1 do at the ISS?
● The Crew-1 team will conduct microgravity studies.
● Some of the research that the crew is carrying with themselves includes materials to investigate food
physiology, which will study the effects of dietary improvements on immune function and the gut
microbiome and how those improvements can help crews adapt to spaceflight.
● Once in orbit, astronauts will collect samples to provide data to scientists back on Earth so that they
can continue to study how dietary changes affect his body.
● Another experiment aboard is a student-designed experiment titled, “Genes in Space-7” that aims to
understand how spaceflight affects brain function.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. NASA’s Commercial crew programparticipants.
2. Space shuttle program.
3. Demo 1 vs 2 missions.

4. What is ISS?
5. Space stations so far.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-what-is-spacex-nasas-upcoming-crew-1mission-launch-7048037/.

4. What is the Ariel Space Mission adopted by the European Space Agency?
Context:
The European Space Agency (ESA) has formally adopted Ariel.
What is Ariel?
Ariel (Atmospheric Remote-sensing Infrared Exoplanet Large-survey) will be launched in 2029.
● It will perform a large-scale survey of over a thousand exoplanets over a period of four years.
● The explorer that will study the nature, formation and evolution of exoplanets.
Significance:
Ariel is the first mission of its kind dedicated to measuring the chemical composition and thermal structures
of hundreds of exoplanets.
It will also help to answer one of the key questions of ESA’s Cosmic Vision Plan, which is, “What are the
conditions for planet formation and the emergence of life?”.
How exoplanets are found?
As per NASA, only a handful of exoplanets have been found using telescopes and the rest have been detected
using indirect methods. These include:
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●
●

Tracking the dimming of a star that happens when a planet passes in front of it. NASA’s Kepler Space
telescope uses this method to spot thousands of planets.
Gravitational lensing and the “wobbling method”, which is based on the idea that an orbiting planet
will cause its parent star to orbit slightly off-centre.

Why study exoplanets?
The search for exoplanets is driven by the possibility that life may exist beyond Earth and even if there is no
evidence for this, scientists believe that their hunt for an answer will reveal details about where humans came
from and where we’re headed.
Key Points:
● As of now the existence of more than 4,000 exoplanets is considered confirmed, while there are
thousands of other candidate exoplanets that need further observations to say for certain if they are
exoplanets.
● Proxima Centauri b is the closest exoplanet to Earth and is four light-years away and inhabits the
“habitable zone” of its star, which means that it could possibly have liquid water on its surface.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Key features and significance of the
mission.
2. What are exoplanets?
3. What is habitable zone? How is it
identified?

4. About Proxima Centauri b.
5. Overview of Gravitational lensing and the
“wobbling method”.
6. About NASA’s Kepler Space telescope.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/a
riel-space-mission-europe-7050574/.

5. What is the Sentinel-6 satellite, and why is it important?
Context:
The Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite is designed to monitor oceans.
● It was recently launched from California aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.
● This is a part of the next mission dedicated to measuring changes in the global sea level.
What is the mission?
● The mission is called the Jason Continuity of Service (Jason-CS) mission.
● It is designed to measure the height of the ocean, which is a key component in understanding how the
Earth’s climate is changing.
● It has been developed jointly by the European Space Agency (ESA), NASA, European Organisation for
the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (Eumetsat), the USA’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the EU, with contributions from France’s National Centre for Space Studies
(CNES).
What will the satellite do?
● Provide measurements of global sea-level rise.
● Send pulses to the Earth’s surface and measure how long they take to return to it, which will help
scientists measure the sea surface height.
● Measure water vapour along this path and find its position using GPS and ground-based lasers.
Significance of the Mission:
This data will allow improvements in both short-term forecasting for weather predictions in the two-to-fourweek range (hurricane intensity predictions), and long-term forecasting, for instance for seasonal conditions
like El Niño and La Niña.
Why is it important to measure the height of the ocean?
1. With this, it is possible to observe the height of the oceans on a global scale and monitor critical
changes in ocean currents and heat storage only from space.
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2. It helps scientists foresee the effects of the changing oceans on the climate.
3. In order to measure and track changes in the oceanic heat budget, scientists need to know the ocean
currents and heat storage of the oceans, which can be determined from the height of the sea surface.
Other satellites that have been launched since 1992 to track changes in the oceans on a global scale include:
● The TOPEX/Poseidon, Jason-1 and OSTN/Jason-2, among others.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Objectives and significance of the mission.
2. About: TOPEX/Poseidon, Jason-1 and
OSTN/Jason-2.
3. What are ocean currents? How are they
generated?

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the Jason Continuity of
Service (Jason-CS) mission.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-thesentinel-6-satellite-and-why-is-it-important7060713/lite/.

6. ISRO’s Shukrayaan:
Context:
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has short-listed 20 space-based experiment proposals for its
proposed Venus orbiter mission 'Shukrayaan'.
About Shukrayaan:
It is a mission to study Venus for more than four years.
Scientific objectives: Investigation of the surface processes and shallow subsurface stratigraphy; and solar wind
interaction with Venusian Ionosphere, and studying the structure, composition and dynamics of the
atmosphere.
The satellite is planned to be launched onboard GSLV Mk II rocket.
The proposed orbit is expected to be around 500 x 60,000 km around Venus. This orbit is likely to be reduced
gradually, over several months to a lower apoapsis (farthest point).
Why study Venus?
● Venus is often described as
the “twin sister” of the
Earth because of the
similarities in size, mass,
density, bulk composition
and gravity.
● It is believed that both
planets share a common
origin, forming at the same time out of a condensing nebulosity around 4.5 billion years ago.
● Venus is around 30 per cent closer to the Sun as compared to Earth resulting in much higher solar
flux.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Location of Venus.
2. Shukrayaan mission.
3. Objectives.

4. Various missions to Venus.
Mains Link:
Discuss the objectives and significance of
Shukrayaan mission.

7. Chang’e-5 probe:
Context:
It is an unmanned spacecraft launched by China recently.
About the Chang'e-5 probe:
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●
●

●

●

●

The probe is named after the mythical
Chinese moon goddess.
The rocket is comprised of four parts: an
orbiter, a returner, an ascender and a
lander.
The objective of the mission is to bring back
lunar rocks, the first attempt by any nation
to retrieve samples from the moon in four
decades.
If successful, China will be only the third
country to have retrieved samples from the
moon, following the U.S. and the Soviet
Union in the 1960s and 1970s.
This will help scientists learn about the
moon’s origins, formation and volcanic
activity on its surface.

Identified location for the collection of samples:
The Chinese probe will collect 2 kg of surface
material from a previously unexplored area known
as Oceanus Procellarum — or “Ocean of Storms” —
which consist of a vast lava plain.
The Chang'e-5 mission is expected to realize four
"firsts" in China's space history:
1. The first time for a probe to take off from
the surface of the Moon.
2. The first time to automatically sample the
lunar surface.
3. The first time to conduct unmanned
rendezvous and docking in lunar orbit.
4. The first time to return to Earth with lunar
soil samples in escape velocity.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GUC80C6EB.1&imageview=0.

8. Japan's Hayabusa2 spacecraft carrying asteroid soil samples nears Earth:
Context:
Japan's Hayabusa2 spacecraft left the asteroid Ryugu a year ago and is expected to reach Earth and drop a
capsule containing the precious samples in southern Australia on December 6.
● The soil samples and data from the asteroid could provide clues to the origins of the solar system.
Hayabusa2 project:
It is an asteroid sample-return mission operated by the Japanese space agency, JAXA.
It was launched on 3 December 2014 and rendezvoused with Ryugu on 27 June 2018.
● It carried multiple science payloads for remote sensing, sampling, and four small rovers that will
investigate the asteroid surface to inform the environmental and geological context of the samples
collected.
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The scientific objectives of Hayabusa2 mission are
twofold:
1. To characterize the asteroid from remote
sensing observations (with multispectral
cameras, near-infrared spectrometer, thermal
infrared imager, laser altimeter) on a
macroscopic scale
2. To analyse the samples returned from the
asteroid on a microscopic scale.
What is the significance of the mission?
Ryugu is a C-type asteroid – a relic from the early days of the Solar System. Scientists think that C-type
asteroids contain both organic matter, and trapped water, and might have been responsible for bringing both
to Earth, thereby providing the planet with the materials necessary for life to originate.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Hayabusa Mission.
2. Objectives of Hayabusa2 mission.

3. Asteroid Ryugu.
Mains Link:Discuss the significance of the Mission.

9. Fast radio bursts detected in the Milky Way for the first time:
Context:
Intense pulses of radio waves known as fast radio bursts (FRB) have been found in the Milky Way for the first
time.
● So far, such waves have been frequently detected in other galaxies.
Significance of this discovery:
The FRB was not only the closest such signal ever recorded near the Earth. It was also 3,000 times brighter
than any other magnetar radio signal detected till now.
How are FRBs generated?
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The new study has
confirmed that FRBs are
generated by a rare type of
neutron star known as a
‘magnetar’.
What are Magnetars?
A magnetar is a type of
neutron star.
● Magnetars are the
most powerful
magnets in the
cosmos. Their
magnetic fields are 5,000 trillion times more powerful than that of the Earth.
The source of latest FRBs:
● They came from a magnetar known as SGR 1935+2154, located about 30,000 light-years from the
earth.
● It lies in the centre of the Milky Way, in the constellation Vulpecula.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are radio waves?
2. What is electromagnetic spectrum?
3. What are Magnetars?

4. What is a neutron star?
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/energ
y/fast-radio-bursts-detected-in-the-milky-way-forthe-first-time-74114.

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

1. Scheme on Fortification of Rice:
Context:
15 States have been identified for implementing Centrally Sponsored Pilot Scheme on Fortification of Rice &
its distribution through Public Distribution System.
● The Pilot Scheme has been approved for a period of three years beginning 2019-2020.
What is Rice Fortification?
Fortification is the practice of deliberately increasing the content of essential micronutrient, i.e. vitamins and
minerals (including trace elements) in a food, so as to improve the nutritional quality of the food supply and
provide a public health benefit with minimal risk to health.
Need for Rice Fortification?
Rice is the world’s most important staple food. An estimated 2 billion people eat rice every day, forming the
mainstay of diets across large of Asia and Africa.
Regular milled rice is low in micronutrients and serves primarily as a source of carbohydrate only. The
fortification of rice is a major opportunity to improve nutrition.
● Fortified rice are contains Vitamin A, Vitamin B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron and Zinc.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Bio fortification vs Genetic modifications.
2. Micro vs Macronutrients.
3. Approval for Biofortified and GM crops in
India.
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4. GM crops allowed in India.
Mains Link:What do you understand by
fortification of foods? Discuss its advantages.
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2. Pfizer vaccine:
Context:
A vaccine jointly developed by Pfizer and BioNTech was 90 per cent effective in preventing Covid-19 infections
in ongoing Phase 3 trials.
What is Phase 3 trial?
During phase three vaccine trials the emphasis for drugmakers is on both determining the efficacy and the
safety of a vaccine.
● This is done so that explicit data can be presented to the various global and national bodies which
govern the approval and registering of drugs.
● If the vaccine is determined effective and relatively safe it will be approved for distribution.
How the vaccine was developed?
● The Pfizer and BioNTech vaccine uses messenger RNA (mRNA) technology, which relies on synthetic
genes that can be generated and manufactured in weeks, and produced at scale more rapidly than
conventional vaccines.
● Unlike traditional vaccines, which work by training the body to recognise and kill proteins produced by
pathogens, mRNA tricks the patient's immune system to produce viral proteins itself. The proteins
are harmless, but sufficient to provoke a robust immune response.
Challenges ahead:
1. Pfizer's Covid-19 vaccine is among the ones requiring storage at ultracold temperatures. But, billions
of people are in countries that don't have the necessary infrastructure to maintain the cold chain for
either existing vaccines or more conventional coronavirus candidates.
2. Many questions also remain including how long the vaccine will provide protection.
3. WHO has also warned that there was a funding gap of $4.5bn that could slow access to tests,
medicines and vaccines in low- and middle-income countries.
But, in general, why do we need to vaccinate?
The big idea behind vaccinating the public is to reach an inflection point where so many people will have
taken the vaccine that the virus doesn’t have enough viable hosts to continue jumping from person to
person and, eventually, as the overwhelming number of people who are essentially partially-immune increase,
the virus dies out. This is a form of herd immunity.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Differentiate between- RT- PCR, Rapid
antibody and rapid antigen tests.
2. What are antibodies?
3. Wha are antigens?
4. How body’s immune system works?
5. What are lymphocytes?

6. What is mRNA technology?
Mains Link:
Write a note on rapid antigen tests.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GEC7UUGO6.1&imageview=0.

3. Things you need to know about mRNA vaccines:
Context:
The novel m-RNA vaccine candidate of the Pune-based Gennova Biopharmaceuticals was approved for funding
as early as July by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).
● Being a biological product that requires genetic manipulation, it needs to be cleared by the Review
Committee on Genetic Manipulation (RCGM), a DBT body, before it can approach the Drug Controller
General of India for human trials.
● It is now being said that this vaccine may be ready in March.
First of all, how do vaccines work?
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Vaccines work by training the body to recognise and respond to the proteins produced by disease-causing
organisms, such as a virus or bacteria.
Traditional vaccines are made up of small or inactivated doses of the whole disease-causing organism, or the
proteins that it produces, which are introduced into the body to provoke the immune system into mounting a
response.
What are mRNA vaccines?
mRNA vaccines trick the body into producing some of the viral proteins itself.
● They work by using mRNA, or messenger RNA, which is the molecule that essentially puts DNA
instructions into action.
● Inside a cell, mRNA is used as a template to build a protein.
How it works?
1. To produce an mRNA vaccine, scientists produce a synthetic version of the mRNA that a virus uses to
build its infectious proteins.
2. This mRNA is delivered into the human body, whose cells read it as instructions to build that viral
protein, and therefore create some of the virus’s molecules themselves.
3. These proteins are solitary, so they do not assemble to form a virus.
4. The immune system then detects these viral proteins and starts to produce a defensive response to
them.
Significance of mRNA vaccines:
There are two parts to our immune system: innate (the defences we’re born with) and acquired (which we
develop as we come into contact with pathogens).
● Classical vaccine molecules usually only work with the acquired immune system and the innate
immune system is activated by another ingredient, called an adjuvant.
● Interestingly, mRNA in vaccines could also trigger the innate immune system, providing an extra layer
of defence without the need to add adjuvants.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What is a vaccine?
2. How do vaccines work?
3. Working of the immune system.

4. What is mRNA?
5. Potential applications of mRNA vaccines.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GTJ7V27V3.1&imageview=0.

4. Govt. to govern OTT platforms:
Context:
The government has brought “Over the Top” (OTT) platforms or video streaming service providers under the
ambit of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
As per the Gazette Notification:
● Online films, digital news and current affairs content now come under the purview of the I&B Ministry,
headed by Union Minister Prakash Javadekar.
● This will give the government control over the OTT platforms, which were unregulated till now.
How was this sector regulated so far?
Currently, there is no law or autonomous body governing digital content.
But, from time to time, the government had indicated the necessity to monitor these platforms.
● In October last year, the government had indicated that it would issue a “negative” list of don’ts for
video streaming services like Netflix and Hotstar.
● It also wanted the platforms to come up with a self-regulatory body on the lines of the News
Broadcasting Standards Authority.
Self-regulatory code:
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In January 2019, eight video streaming services had signed a self-regulatory code that laid down a set of
guiding principles for the content on these platforms.
● The code adopted by the OTTs in January last prohibited five types of content, including content which
deliberately and maliciously disrespects the national emblem or flag and any visuals or story lines that
promotes child pornography
WHAT IS OTT?
● An “over-the-top” media service is any online content provider that offers streaming media as a
standalone product.
● The term is commonly applied to video-on-demand platforms, but also refers to audio streaming,
messaging services, or internet-based voice calling solutions.
● OTT services circumvent traditional media distribution channels such as telecommunications networks
or cable television providers.
● As long as you have access to an internet connection — either locally or through a mobile network —
you can access the complete service at your leisure.
Why they are gaining popularity?
● High-value content at low cost.
● Original content like Netflix and Amazon prime.
● Compatibility with multiple devices.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G8V7V5P0S.1&imageview=0.

5. Kerala Fibre Optic Network Project:
Context:
Kerala aims to provide free Internet for poor families, public offices by December.
About the Project:
The project seeks to fulfil the government’s aim of making internet access a ‘citizen’s right’.
● Aims to provide free high-speed internet to over 20 lakh below poverty line (BPL) households.
● It is a collaborative initiative of the state’s power utility Kerala State Electricity Board and Kerala State
IT Infrastructure Ltd. Internet service providers and cable television operators can also join the opticfibre network project to provide their services.
● As many as 30,000 government offices and schools would be linked through the high-speed network,
said the state government.
Significance:
The project, when launched, will be another milestone for the state that has achieved several human
development indicators (HDI) that match those of first-world countries, especially in connection with health.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About KFON Project.
2. About BharatNet.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G8F7VL15T.1&imageview=0.

6. What is Cord blood banking?
Context:
Community Cord Blood Banking, a stem cell banking initiative introduced by LifeCell in 2017, has helped save
the life of a seven-year-old girl from Nashik in Maharashtra who was suffering from aplastic anaemia.
What is Cord Blood?
Cord blood (short for umbilical cord blood) is the blood that remains in the umbilical cord and placenta postdelivery.
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●

It contains special cells called hematopoietic stem cells that can be used to treat some types of
diseases.

What is Cord blood banking?
Cord blood banking is the process of collecting the cord blood and extracting and cryogenically freezing its
stem cells and other cells of the immune system for potential future medical use.
● Globally, cord blood banking is recommended as a source of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation
for haematological cancers and disorders where its use is recommended.
● For all other conditions, the use of cord blood as a source of stem cells is not yet established.
What Can It Be Used For?
The umbilical cord fluid is loaded with stem cells.
● They can treat cancer, blood diseases like anemia, and some immune system disorders, which disrupt
your body’s ability to defend itself.
● The fluid is easy to collect and has 10 times more stem cells than those collected from bone marrow.
● Stem cells from cord blood rarely carry any infectious diseases and are half as likely to be rejected as
adult stem cells.
Concerns associated with stem cell banking:
● Over the past decade, stem cell banking has been aggressively marketed even as its use is still in
experimental stages. But these companies charge enormous fees from parents to preserve cells.
● The concern here is that it is merely by emotional marketing that companies convince parents to
bank the cells for several years promising future therapeutic use.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are stem cells?
2. Types of stem cells?
3. Their benefits?
4. What is stem cell therapy?
5. Various projects in this regard.

Mains Link:
What is cord blood? How to- be parents are falling
prey to the emotional marketing tactics by stem
cell banking companies? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GQK7VVFUS.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.

1. Spike in ammonia levels in Yamuna:
Context:
Ammonia levels in the river, flowing into Delhi from Haryana, had reached nearly 3 parts per million (ppm) on
Thursday, almost six times above the acceptable limit of 0.5ppm.
What is the acceptable limit?
The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, as per the Bureau of Indian Standards, is 0.5
ppm.
What is ammonia and what are its effects?
Ammonia is a colourless gas and is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilisers, plastics,
synthetic fibres, dyes and other products.
● It consists of hydrogen and nitrogen. In its aqueous form, it is called ammonium hydroxide.
● This inorganic compound has a pungent smell.
● Occurrence: Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of organic waste
matter.
● It is lighter than air.
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Contamination:
It may find its way to ground and surface water sources through industrial effluents or through contamination
by sewage.
● If the concentration of ammonia in water is above 1 ppm it is toxic to fishes.
● In humans, long term ingestion of water having ammonia levels of 1 ppm or above may cause damage
to internal organs.
How does it enter the Yamuna?
The most likely source is believed to be effluents from dye units, distilleries and other factories in Panipat and
Sonepat districts in Haryana, and also sewage from some unsewered colonies in this stretch of the river.
What needs to be done?
1. Stringent implementation of guidelines against dumping harmful waste into the river.
2. Making sure untreated sewage does not enter the water.
3. Maintain a sustainable minimum flow, called the ecological flow. This is the minimum amount of water
that should flow throughout the river at all times to sustain underwater and estuarine ecosystems and
human livelihoods, and for self regulation.
Challenges ahead:
1. Delhi dependent on Haryana for up to 70 per cent of its water needs.
2. Haryana, with a large number of people involved in agriculture, has water paucity issues of its own.
3. Both states have argued over maintaining 10 cumecs (cubic meter per second) flow in the Yamuna at
all times.
4. Both states have approached the courts several times over the past decade to get what they call an
equitable share of water.
5. The lack of a minimum ecological flow also means accumulation of other pollutants. After water is
extracted from the river for treatment in North East Delhi, what flows is mostly untreated sewage and
refuse from homes, run off from storm water drains and effluents from unregulated industry.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. River Yamuna Flows through how many
states and UTs?
2. Tributaries of Yamuna.
3. How is Ammonia produced?
4. Applications of Ammonia.

5. Acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in
drinking water?
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e
xplained-how-spike-in-ammonia-levels-in-yamunaaffected-delhi-water-supply-6913558/.

2. More than 100 beached whales saved off Sri Lanka:
Context:
More than 100 beached pilot whales saved off Sri Lanka.
● The rescue was conducted by the navy, with help from environmental protection officers, police, and
local residents.
Why do whales beach themselves?
Cetacean stranding, more commonly referred to as beaching, refers to the phenomenon of dolphins and
whales stranding themselves on beaches.
Whale beachings are not uncommon. Scientists say the reason is often unknown but they have a range of
theories, including:
● Changes in water temperature.
● Irregularities in whales’ echolocation.
● Geomagnetic disturbances.
● Errors made in navigation.
● Hunting too close to shore.
● Sonar interference.
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● Inclement weather.
Why mass standings happen?
It is more common for these cetaceans to live in large groups with intricate social systems. If one member of
the group is sick or in trouble, its distress calls can cause the other members to follow it to the beach, resulting
in a mass stranding.
● Highly social mammals, pilot whales are particularly known for stranding in groups because they travel
in large, close-knit communities which rely on constant communication.
Recent instances:
1. In September, several hundred whales died on the coast of Tasmania in Australia in one of the
country's biggest stranding on record and one of the largest in the world.
2. The largest mass stranding in modern recorded history was 1,000 whales on the shores of the Chatham
Islands, a New Zealand territory in the Pacific Ocean in 1918.
About Pilot Whales:
● Pilot whales are so named because it was once believed that each observed group was navigated by a
pilot or leader.
● There are two species of pilot whales: Short finned pilot whales, which are mainly found in tropical
and warm-temperate regions, and long-finned pilot whales, which inhabit colder waters.
● Both species are designated as Data Deficient on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GP57U7VFL.1&imageview=0.

3. Project Lion: Proposal identifies 6 relocation sites:
Background:
Six new sites apart from the Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary were identified under Project Lion that was
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 15, 2020.
The six new sites include:
1. Madhav National Park, Madhya Pradesh.
2. Sitamata Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan.
3. Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan.
4. Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, Madhya Pradesh.
5. Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan.
6. Jessore-Balaram Ambaji WLS and adjoining
landscape, Gujarat.
Lion relocation has been talked about since 1995, when the
Kuno Wildife Sanctuary was identified as an alternate site.
What is the need for relocation?
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●
●
●

The population in Gir has low genetic diversity, making it vulnerable to threats of extension from
epidemics.
Lions are found in Gujarat across an area of 30,000 sq km called the Asiatic Lion Landscape (ALL).
Besides, the 2013 Supreme Court order directed Gujarat to relocate lions to the Kuno-Palpur Wildlife
Sanctuary.

About Asiatic Lions:
Listed as ‘Endangered’ under the IUCN Red List.
● Its population is restricted to the state of Gujarat in India (Gir National Park).
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Asiatic lions vs African lions- conservation
status and distribution.
2. When was the first lion census conducted?
3. Census- male- female numbers, growth in
numbers, expansion in area.
4. What was SC’s verdict on relocation of
lions? Which place was chosen?
5. What is Asiatic lion conservation project?
6. Wildlife under 7th schedule of the Indian
Constitution.

7. What is babesiosis?
8. About Gir Forest.
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Asiatic Lion Conservation
project.
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlif
e-biodiversity/project-lion-proposal-identifies-6relocation-sites-apart-from-kuno-palpur-73922.

4. WWF identifies 100 cities, including 30 in India, facing ‘severe water risk’
by 2050:
Context:
A hundred cities worldwide, including 30 in India, face the risk of ‘severe water scarcity’ by 2050, according to
a recent report by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
The cities include:
● Global hubs such as: Beijing, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Istanbul, Hong Kong, Mecca and Rio de Janeiro.
● Indian Cities such as: Jaipur, Indore, Thane, Srinagar, Rajkot, Bengaluru etc.
More than half of the identified cities are from China and India.
What's the concern and challenge?
The cities would face a ‘grave water risk’ by 2050 due to a dramatic increase in their population percentage to
51 per cent by 2050, from 17 per cent in 2020.
What needs to be done?
1. Cities need to invest more in nature-based solutions and enhance the health of river basins,
watersheds and wetlands to build resilience to water risks.
2. To manage these initiatives, a public funding pool needed to be created in collaboration with the
private sector to invest, reduce risk and generate returns and fuel sustainable economic growth.
3. Cities also needed to support greater global efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions to avoid
reaching these scenarios.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About WWF.
2. Important Global Cities identified by WWF
in its report.
3. Key Indian Cities.
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Mains Link:What do you understand by water
scarcity? Critically discuss the problem of water
scarcity in India and its causes.
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/
wwf-identifies-100-cities-including-30-in-indiafacing-severe-water-risk-by-2050-74058.
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5. Bio-decomposer technique:
Context:
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has said that the bio-decomposer technique of converting stubble into manure
has shown success.
● This claim was based on the initial results from a farm where the bio-decomposing solution,
developed under the guidance of the PUSA Institute, was being tried out by the Delhi government.
What next?
● The government would now present this alternative in the Supreme Court owing to its effectiveness
and cost.
● This solution can also be tried by farmers in Punjab and Haryana.
How were these bio-decomposers formed?
Pusa Decomposer is a mix of seven fungi that produce enzymes to digest cellulose, lignin and pectin in paddy
straw.
● The fungi thrive at 30-32 degree Celsius, which is the temperature prevailing when paddy is harvested
and wheat is sown.
How these decomposers are used on fields?
● A liquid formulation is formed using decomposer capsules and fermenting it over 8-10 days and then
spraying the mixture on fields with crop stubble to ensure speedy bio-decomposition of the stubble.
● The farmers can prepare 25 litre of liquid mixture with 4 capsules, jaggery and chickpea flour. The
mixture is sufficient to cover 1 hectare of land.
● It takes around 20 days for the degradation process to be completed.
Benefits of PUSA decomposers:
1. Improves the fertility and productivity of the soil as the stubble works as manure and compost for the
crops and lesser fertiliser consumption is required in the future.
2. It is an efficient and effective, cheaper, doable and practical technique to stop stubble burning.
3. It is an eco-friendly and environmentally useful technology.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. How were PUSA Decomposers developed?
2. What are they used for?
3. Pollutants released when stubble is burnt.

Mains Link:
How stubble burning in the states of Punjab and
Haryana affects the air quality of Delhi? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GSC7UB2TI.1&imageview=0.

6. What is smog and how dangerous can it be?
Context:
Smog in Delhi due to high levels of pollution.
● This year, Delhi's air pollution in October was higher in comparison to last year.
What is Smog?
Smog is a harmful mixture of fog, dust and air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds,
etc. which combine with sunlight to form a dense layer of ground-level ozone.
● Ozone present high in the atmosphere is good, but when nearer to the ground, it can cause irritating
health effects.
(Note: The term 'smog' was first coined by Dr Henry Antoine des Voeux in his paper, Fog and Smoke, in July
1905, after a blanket of smoke and fog was noticed over London in the early 1900s.)
How is Smog formed?
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It consists of ozone, along with harmful substances like sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and
PM10s, which can find their way deep into our lungs.
Smog can be caused by:
1. Large amounts of coal-burning in an area
2. Slash-and-burning of crops (a major source in Delhi)
3. Smog-forming pollutants generate from automobile exhausts, power plants, fireworks, even paint,
hairspray, charcoal starter fluid, and plastic popcorn packaging.
Role of local weather phenomenon:
The formation of smog is also closely linked with temperature,
sunshine, and calm winds. On a warmer day, smog can form more
quickly than otherwise.
Types:
Sulfurous smog and photochemical smog are two distinct types of smog recognised so far.
Sulfurous smog, also known as London smog, develops due to high concentration of sulfur oxides in the air.
Photochemical smog is produced when sunlight reacts with oxides of nitrogen and at least one volatile organic
compound (VOC) in the atmosphere.
Health impacts:
1. Inhaling smog over a long span of time can inflame your breathing passage, much like cigarette
smoking.
2. Smog causes inflamed lungs, and inflamed lungs, in turn, secrete interleukin-6 which can cause blood
clots in people, cardiac and respiratory disorders, leading to heart attacks or strokes.
3. Smog can dry out the protective membranes of your nose and throat.
4. It can jeopardize your body's ability to resist infection, hence, increasing your susceptibility to illness.
5. It can greatly decrease the UV radiation, leading to low production of important elements like Vitamin
D.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSC7UB2T6.1&imageview=0.

7. Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms:
Context:
The Supreme Court has extended the mandate of one-member committee of retired Kerala High Court judge
Justice K Balakrishnan Iyer constituted to determine the compensation paid to flat owners of Maradu
municipality of Kochi district, whose houses were demolished for being in violation of Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) norms in the state.
What's the issue? (Just try to know background of the issue):
On September 23, last year the top court had observed that illegal construction in coastal areas of Kerala is a
"colossal loss" to the environment and expressed shock over a spate of unauthorised structures coming up at
Kochi's Maradu.
● Coming down heavily on the Kerala government for not complying with its orders to demolish four
apartment complexes built in violation of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ), the top court had asked the
chief secretary to conduct a survey to gauge the extent of devastation caused to nature.
● On May 8, 2019 the apex court had directed that such buildings be removed within a month's times,
which were constructed in a notified CRZ, which was part of the tidally-influenced water body in Kerala.
What are CRZ norms?
Under the section 3 of Environment Protection Act, 1986 of India, Coastal Regulation Zone notification was
issued in February 1991 for the first time.
● In 2018-19, fresh Rules were issued, which aimed to remove certain restrictions on building,
streamlined the clearance process, and aimed to encourage tourism in coastal areas.
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Objectives:
● They restrict certain kinds of activities — like large constructions, setting up of new industries, storage
or disposal of hazardous material, mining, reclamation and bunding — within a certain distance from
the coastline.
What are the restrictions?
● The restrictions depend on criteria such as the population of the area, the ecological sensitivity, the
distance from the shore, and whether the area had been designated as a natural park or wildlife zone.
● The latest Rules have a no-development zone of 20 m for all islands close to the mainland coast, and
for all backwater islands in the mainland.
For the so-called CRZ-III (Rural) areas, two separate categories have been stipulated.
1. In the densely populated rural areas (CRZ-IIIA) with a population density of 2,161 per sq km as per the
2011 Census, the no-development zone is 50 m from the high-tide level, as against the 200 m
stipulated earlier.
2. CRZ-IIIB category (rural areas with population density below 2,161 per sq km) areas continue to have a
no-development zone extending up to 200 m from the high-tide line.
Implementation:
While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, implementation is to be ensured by state
governments through their Coastal Zone Management Authorities.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are CRZ Norms?
2. Definition of CRZ.
3. Classification of Zones.
4. Categories under CRZ-III (Rural) areas.

Mains Link:
What do the draft CRZ rules imply from the
perspective of environmental justice and
distributive justice.Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GH87UKA1T.1&imageview=0.

8. NGT links firecracker sales to air quality:
Context:
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a total ban on the sale and use of firecrackers in NCR and
also ordered a similar ban in all cities/towns where air quality fell below 'poor' and above categories last
year.
● The ban on firecrackers in NCR will start from midnight of November 9 to midnight of November 30.
Other directions issued by NGT:
1. All states/UTs should initiate drives to contain air pollution from all sources in view of potential of
aggravation of Covid-19.
2. The cities/towns where air quality is 'moderate' or below, only green crackers should be sold.
3. The timings for use and bursting of crackers should be restricted to two hours during festivals like
Diwali, Chhath, New Year/Christmas Eve etc., as may be specified by the state concerned.
What's the issue?
Recently, the tribunal expanded its ambit of hearing cases on pollution by use of firecrackers beyond the DelhiNCR region and issued notices to 19 states and Union Territories where air quality is beyond norms.
Why do we need such measures?
The tribunal has given primacy to the precautionary principle in sustainable development over employment
and revenue losses.
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●

●

This is understandable as the impact of COVID-19 became clear in March, and there were fears of a
case surge during the winter, it was incumbent on the Centre to work with States and resolutely
prevent the burning of farm stubble ahead of Deepavali.
This annual phenomenon unfailingly fouls the air across northern and eastern India, and imposes heavy
health and productivity costs.

What else needs to be done now?
Only damage control is possible now, including steps to address the concerns of the fireworks industry.
However, states like Tamil Nadu, where 90% of firecrackers are produced, have legitimate concerns on the
fate of the industry this year, which, producers claim, represents about ₹2,300 crore worth of output.
● Therefore, a transparent compensation scheme for workers, and suitable relief for producers may be
necessary.
● The longer-term solution might lie in broad basing economic activity in the Sivakasi region, reducing
reliance on firecrackers.
Conclusion:
There were 148 days of poor to severe air quality during 2019 in the NCR, down from 206 days the previous
year. Many other cities have a similar profile, but get less attention.
With 40% of all pollution-linked deaths attributed to bad air quality in leading emerging economies and some
evidence from the U.S. on higher COVID-19 mortality in highly polluted areas, it is time governments showed a
sense of accountability on the right to breathe clean air.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/no-fireworks-on-ngt-ban-on-saleand-use-of-firecrackers/article33061044.ece/amp/.

9. Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP):
Context:
The air quality of Delhi and Noida continued to be in the ‘severe’ category for the sixth consecutive day.
So, the newly formed Commission on Air Quality Management, as an interim measure, has given the CPCB
powers to operationalise measures under the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) on air pollution.
What is GRAP?
The GRAP is a set of
emergency measures to
be implemented to
control air pollution
depending upon the air
quality.
● Approved by the
Supreme Court in
2016.
● The plan was
prepared by
Environment
Pollution
(Prevention &
Control)
Authority.
● It works only as an
emergency
measure.
● When the air
quality shifts from
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poor to very poor, the measures listed have to be followed since the plan is incremental in nature.
Overview of the plan:
1. The plan requires action and coordination among 13 different agencies in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Rajasthan (NCR areas).
2. At the head of the table is the EPCA, mandated by the Supreme Court.
3. Before the imposition of any measures, EPCA holds a meeting with representatives from all NCR states,
and a call is taken on which actions has to be made applicable in which town.
About the Commission on Air Quality Management:
Set up through the ‘Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas
Ordinance 2020’ in October this year.
● The Commission will supersede bodies such as the central and state pollution control boards of Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana, UP and Rajasthan.
● It will have the powers to issue directions to these state governments on issues pertaining to air
pollution.
Composition:
It will be a permanent body and will have over 20 members.
Chairperson: To be chaired by a government official of the rank of Secretary or Chief Secretary.
Jurisdiction:
Exclusive jurisdiction over the NCR, including areas in Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, in
matters of air pollution, and will be working along with CPCB and ISRO, apart from the respective state
governments.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Is EPCA a statutory body?
2. When and why was it established?
3. Powers and functions.
4. Composition.
5. What is the Graded Response Action Plan?

6. Overview of the ‘Commission for Air
Quality Management in National Capital
Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance
2020’.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GTJ7V28IB.1&imageview=0.

10. Panna Tiger Reserve gets UNESCO’s ‘Biosphere Reserve’ Status:
Context:
Madhya Pradesh’s Panna National Park has been declared a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.
● The UNESCO’s recognition cited PTR as a critical tiger habitat.
Background:
Every year UNESCO appoints new biosphere reserves and removes others to promote the conservation of
biodiversity, resolve the man-animal conflict at that site and allow sustainable use of natural resources.
UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB):
The idea of the biosphere reserve was initiated by UNESCO in 1974 under the MAB with the objective of
obtaining international cooperation for the conservation of the biospheres.
● Launched in 1971, UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) is an Intergovernmental
Scientific Programme that aims to establish a scientific basis for the improvement of relationships
between people and their environments.
● MAB combines the natural and social sciences, economics and education to improve human
livelihoods and the equitable sharing of benefits, and to safeguard natural and managed ecosystems,
thus promoting innovative approaches to economic development that are socially and culturally
appropriate, and environmentally sustainable.
Under this, Protection is granted not only to the flora and fauna of the protected region, but also to the
human communities who inhabit these regions, and their ways of life.
www.insightsonindia.com
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The first of India’s reserves to make it to UNESCO’s list was Tamil Nadu’s Niligiri Biosphere Reserve in
2000.

About Panna Tiger Reserve:
● The Panna tiger reserve is situated in the Vindhya mountain range in the northern part of Madhya
Pradesh.
● Ken river (a tributary of the Yamuna River) flows through the reserve.
● The region is also famous for Panna diamond mining.
● Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will be located within the tiger reserve.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Panna Tiger Reserve.
2. About UNESCO'S MAB Network.
3. Biosphere Reserves in India.

4. India's National Biodiversity Action Plan.
Mains Link: Write a note on UNESCO’s Man and
the Biosphere Programme (MAB).

11. The US and climate after Donald Trump:
Context:
President-elect Joe Biden has publicly stated that the United States would seek to rejoin the Paris Agreement
as soon as he assumes office, possibly the same day.
What is the Paris Agreement?
The 2015 Paris Agreement seeks to keep the rise in global temperatures to within 2°C compared to preindustrial times, a target that cannot possibly be achieved without the active participation of the United States.
The US still is the second largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world, after China.
What was to be the US role?
● The Paris Agreement target meant that the US would have had to reduce its emissions by at least 1.5
billion tonnes in the next one decade, and hopefully more after that.
● But what is even more crucial is the ability of the US to mobilise climate funds, particularly from
private corporations, which is key to achieving the 2°C target.
● Hundreds of billions of dollars is required every year to enable the transitions towards a low-carbon
economy.
● The absence of the US as a key facilitator from this process has been a huge setback.
What was the impact of the Trump administration’s moves on issues relating to climate?
● On his campaign trail, Trump had described climate change as a “hoax”, and had promised to walk out
of the landmark Paris Agreement that had been finalised just a year earlier. Trump delivered on his
promise within six months of his presidency.
● Many of his other decisions during the presidency, on coal and clean energy, were also seen to be
deeply detrimental to the climate objectives.
● To promote domestic jobs and spur economic activity were seen as directly promoting the fossil-fuel
industry, which would result in an increase in emissions.
● These included reversing a 2015 order mandating the US federal government agencies to reduce their
own greenhouse gas emissions by 40% in ten years, compared to 2008 levels.
What happens now?
With Biden assuming the Presidency, the US is expected to go through another round of policy reversals on
climate change. A return to Paris Agreement is almost certain.
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Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-us-and-climate-after-trump-7051072/.

12. What are deemed forests, and why Karnataka wants to declassify
some?
Context:
Karnataka government is planning to declassify 6.64 lakh hectares of the 9.94 lakh hectares of deemed forests
in the state (nearly 67%) and hand it over to Revenue authorities.
Background:
The issue of deemed forests is a contentious one in Karnataka, with legislators across party lines often alleging
that large amounts of agriculture and non-forest land are “unscientifically” classified as such.
What are deemed forests?
An expert committee constituted by the Karnataka government after the Supreme Court order (in T N
Godavarman Thirumalpad (1996) Case) identified ‘deemed forests’ as “land having the characteristic of
forests irrespective of the ownership’”. This includes:
1. Thickly wooded areas of the Revenue Department not handed over to the Forest Department.
2. Thickly wooded areas recommended to be handed over to the Forest Department.
3. Thickly wooded land distributed to grantees but not cultivated.
4. Thickly wooded plantations of the Forest Department.
But, What are Forests?
The Supreme Court in the case of T N Godavarman Thirumalpad (1996) accepted a wide definition of forests
under the Act.
It said, the word ‘forest’ must be understood according to its dictionary meaning.
● It covers all statutorily recognised forests, whether designated as reserved, protected or otherwise for
the purpose of Section 2 (1) of the Forest Conservation Act.
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It also includes any areas recorded as forest in the government record irrespective of the ownership.

After this announcement, what now for Karnataka?
Preservation of forest areas in India under the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 has been continuously monitored
by the Supreme Court since the Godavarman case judgment in 1996.
● Karnataka state government must now obtain clearances from the Supreme Court for affecting
changes to land classified as deemed forests since the verdict.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Definition of Forests.
2. What are deemed forests?
3. How are they classified?

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/what-are-deemed-forestsand-why-karnataka-wants-to-declassify-some7056577/lite/.

13. Global Renewable Energy Investment Meeting and Expo:
Context:
3rd Global Renewable Energy Investment Meeting and Expo (RE-Invest 2020) was inaugurated recently.
● The summit is organised by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.
● The theme for 2020 is ‘Innovations for Sustainable Energy Transition’.
How is India performing on this front?
● India’s renewable power capacity is the 4th
largest in the world and is growing at the fastest
speed among all major countries.
● The renewable energy capacity in India is
currently 136 Giga Watts, which is about 36% of
our total capacity.
● India’s annual renewable energy capacity addition
has been exceeding that of coal based thermal
power since 2017.
● In the last 6 years, India has increased installed
renewable energy capacity by two and half
times.
Overall, India has shown to the world that investing in renewable energy early on even when it was not
affordable has helped in achieving the scale, which is bringing costs down. Sound environmental policies can
also be sound economics.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G3680MG82.1&imageview=0.

14. What Is The Beautiful 'Blue Tide' Spotted Along Mumbai Coastline?
Context:
The tide producing a fluorescent blue hue, popularly known as bioluminescence, recently made an appearance
at Mumbai's Juhu Beach and Devgad Beach in Sindhudurg, along Maharashtra's coastline.
Background:
Bioluminescence has been an annual occurrence along the west coast since 2016, especially during the months
of November and December.
Why is it caused?
The spectacle occurs when phytoplankton (microscopic marine plants), commonly known as dinoflagellates,
produce light through chemical reactions in proteins. Waves disturb these unicellular microorganisms and
makes them release blue light.
● Main factors for its occurrence could be eutrophication – the reduction of oxygen in the water – which
makes the phytoplanktons very dominant.
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Why it is dangerous?
The spectacle may be beautiful, but it
may also be a signal of danger. Many
of the species in this group are toxic.
If dinoflagellates reproduce rapidly,
they may cause so-called ‘red tides’.
● During this period all the
animals (molluscs, fish, etc.)
that feed on dinoflagellates
also become toxic due to the accumulation of high amounts of toxins from dinoflagellates.
● It is dangerous to eat such sea animals because the toxins that are contained in them may have various
unpleasant effects: some merely irritate the bowel and cause food poisoning, whereas others, being
neurotoxins, may even have an effect on memory.
● Some species, such as the sea sparkle (Noctiluca scintillans) are not as toxic, but may have other
unpleasant effects.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are blue tides?

2. What are red tides?
3. What is eutrophication?
4. What is bioluminescence?

15. Pilibhit tiger reserve gets the first TX2 award:
Context:
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Uttar Pradesh has bagged the first international award, TX2, among the 13 tiger
ranging countries for having doubled the number of tigers in less than the stipulated time.
● In 2014, All India Tiger Estimation had estimated 25 tigers in Pilibhit and 2018 estimation showed an
increase by projecting 65 tigers.
Conservation Excellence Award for 2020:
Transboundary Manas Conservation Area straddling the India-Bhutan border has received the TX2
Conservation Excellence Award for 2020.
● Transboundary Manas Conservation Area or TraMCA comprising the 500 sq. km. Manas National Park
in Assam and the 1,057-sq. km. Royal Manas National Park in Bhutan.
What is TX2?
It is the global award which was set up in 2010 in St. Petersburg, Russia by international organizations
working for tiger conservation like WWF, UNDP, IUCN, Global Tiger Fund (GTF), CATS and The Lion's Share.
Conservation efforts in India:
1. The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has launched the M-STrIPES (Monitoring System for
Tigers – Intensive Protection and Ecological Status), a mobile monitoring system for forest guards.
2. At the Petersburg Tiger Summit in 2010, leaders of 13 tiger range countries resolved to do more for
the tiger and embarked on efforts to double its number in the wild, with a popular slogan ‘T X 2’.
3. The Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) program of the World Bank, using its presence and convening ability,
brought global partners together to strengthen the tiger agenda.
4. Over the years, the initiative has institutionalised itself as a separate entity in the form of the Global
Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC), with its two arms –the Global Tiger Forum and the Global Snow
Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program.
5. The Project Tiger, launched way back in 1973, has grown to more than 50 reserves amounting to
almost 2.2% of the country’s geographical area.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
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3.
4.
5.
6.

M-STrIPES is related to?
What is GTIC?
When was project tiger launched?
NTCA- composition and functions.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/other-states/wildlifepreserve-straddling-assam-bhutan-gets-tigerconservation-award/article33169212.ece/amp/.

16. Brown carbon ‘tarballs’ found in Himalayan atmosphere:
Context:
A study has found Tarballs found in the Himalaya-Tibetan Plateau.
● The percentage of the tarballs increased on days of higher levels of pollution and could contribute to
hastening of glacial melt and global warming.

What are Tarballs? How they are formed?
Tarballs are small light-absorbing, carbonaceous particles formed due to burning of biomass or fossil fuels that
deposit on snow and ice.
● They hasten glacial melt.
● They are formed from brown carbon, emitted during the burning of fossil fuels.
Where did they come from?
Tarballs were emitted from biomass burning in the Indo-Gangetic Plain.
Concerns:
Tarballs from long-range transport can be an important factor in the climatic effect and would correspond to a
substantial influence on glacial melting in the Himalaya region.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. What are Tarballs?
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4. Impacts.
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climat
e-change/brown-carbon-tarballs-that-hastenglacial-melt-found-in-himalayan-atmosphere-study74105.

Mains Link:
Examine the impact of Increased percentage of
Tarballs on Himalayas.

Topics: Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

1. What is the Mahajan Commission report on the Maharashtra-Karnataka
border dispute?
Context:
Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar’s recent controversial statement over the Maharashtra-Karnataka border
dispute.
Genesis of the dispute:
The erstwhile Bombay Presidency, a multilingual province, included the present-day Karnataka districts of
Vijayapura, Belagavi, Dharwad and Uttara-Kannada.
● In 1948, the Belgaum municipality requested that the district, having a predominantly Marathispeaking population, be incorporated into the proposed Maharashtra state.
● However, the States Reorganisation Act of 1956, which divided states on linguistic and administrative
lines, made Belgaum and 10 talukas of Bombay State a part of the then Mysore State (which was
renamed Karnataka in 1973).
The Mahajan Commission report:
While demarcating borders, the Reorganisation of States Commission sought to include talukas with a
Kannada-speaking population of more than 50 per cent in Mysore.
● Opponents of the region’s inclusion in Mysore argued, and continue to argue, that Marathi-speakers
outnumbered Kannadigas who lived there in 1956.
● In September 1957, the Bombay government echoed their demand and lodged a protest with the
Centre, leading to the formation of the Mahajan Commission under former Chief Justice Mehr Chand
Mahajan in October 1966.
Recommendations of the Commission:
The Commission in its report in August 1967 recommended that 264 villages be transferred to Maharashtra
(which formed in 1960) and that Belgaum and 247 villages remain with Karnataka.
Later developments:
● Maharashtra rejected the report, calling it biased and illogical, and demanded another review.
● Karnataka welcomed the report, and has ever since continued to press for implementation, although
this has not been formally done by the Centre.
● Maharashtra continues to claim over 814 villages along the border, as well as Belgaum city, which are
currently part of Karnataka.
● Successive governments in Maharashtra have demanded their inclusion within the state– a claim that
Karnataka contests.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About Mahajan Commission.
2. About the States Reorganisation Act of
1956.
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Reorganisation Act of 1956.
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
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Topics: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal
security.

1. India has dismissed as ‘fake’ a report about China’s use of ‘microwave
weapons’. What are they?
Context:
The Indian Army has dismissed reports that said that China had used microwave weapons in eastern Ladakh as
"fake" and "baseless" with a senior officer terming it part of the psychological operation from across the
border.
Background:
● Beijing and New Delhi have been engaged in a stand-off in Ladakh since May over the Line of Actual
Control.
What are “microwave weapons”?
“Microwave weapons” are supposed to be a type of direct energy weapons, which aim highly focused energy
in the form of sonic, laser, or microwaves, at a target.
Which countries have these “microwave weapons”?
A number of countries are thought to have developed these weapons to target both humans and electronic
systems.
● China had first put on display its “microwave weapon”, called Poly WB-1, at an air show in 2014.
● The United States has also developed a prototype microwave-style weapon, which it calls the “Active
Denial System”.
Have “microwave weapons” been used in the past?
The US apparently deployed such a weapon in Afghanistan, but withdrew it without ever using it against
human targets.
InstaLinks:
Prelims and Mains Links:
What are “microwave weapons”? What are the
concerns associated with their usage? Discuss.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpres
s.com/article/explained/microwave-weaponsindia-china-7056441/lite/.

2. Inner Line Permit (ILP):
Context:
Seven Meghalaya-based organisations have renewed their movement for the implementation of the British era
inner-line permit (ILP) for entry into the State and the scrapping of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
What is an ILP?
It is a document required by non- natives to visit or stay in a state that is protected under the ILP system.
At present, four Northeastern states are covered, namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur and
Nagaland.
● Both the duration of stay and the areas allowed to be accessed for any non native are determined by
the ILP.
● The ILP is issued by the concerned state government and can be availed both by applying online or in
person.
When was it introduced?
The Inner Line Permit is an extension of the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act 1873.
● The Britishers framed regulations restricting entry in certain designated areas.
● This was done to protect the Crown’s interest in certain states by preventing “British subjects” (Indians)
from trading within these regions.
● In 1950, the term ‘British subjects’ was replaced with ‘Citizens of India’.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Today, all non-natives require the permit. This was done to protect the indigenous tribal communities
of these states from exploitation.

What about foreigners?
An ILP is only valid for domestic tourists. For foreign tourists in:
● Manipur: No permit is required. But, have to register themselves.
● Mizoram: No permit is required. But, need to register.
● Nagaland: No permit is required. However, they need to register.
● Arunachal Pradesh: Tourists need a Protected Area Permit (PAP) or Restricted Area Permit (RAP) from
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.
InstaLinks:
Prelims link:
● States requiring an ILP to visit.
● Concentrate on Map based questions
involving North- Eastern states.
● NE state and their international
neighbours.

Mains link:
Analyse the issue of imposition of ILP system in
India’s north-eastern states and the dilemma this
system has posed to the Indian government.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G3T8031VU.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and
social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; moneylaundering and its prevention

1. File FIRs for cybercrime, States told:
Context:
The Union Home Ministry has written to all States to examine and register FIRs based on the complaints
received on the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal, www.cybercrime.gov.in.
Need for?
Only 2.5% of total complaints registered on the portal are converted into First Information Reports (FIRs).
According to data compiled by NCRB, the number of registered cybercrimes increased by 63.5% in the year
2019 compared with the previous year’s.
Efforts by the Home Ministry to raise awareness on this:
● Through the above-mentioned portal, the Ministry aims to raise a group of “cybercrime volunteers” to
flag “unlawful content” on the Internet.
● It has invited Good Samaritans to register as Cybercrime Volunteers in the role of Unlawful Content
Flaggers for facilitating law enforcement agencies in identifying, reporting and removal of illegal /
unlawful online content.
What is unlawful content?
It is categorised as content against the sovereignty and integrity of India, against defence of India, against
security of the state, against friendly relations with foreign states, content aimed at disturbing public order,
disturbing communal harmony and child sex abuse material.
Other Steps taken by the Government to spread awareness about cyber crimes:
● A scheme for establishment of Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) has been established to
handle issues related to cybercrime in the country in a comprehensive and coordinated manner.
● Establishment of National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) for protection
of critical information infrastructure in the country.
● All organizations providing digital services have been mandated to report cyber security incidents to
CERT-In expeditiously.
● Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre) has been launched for
providing detection of malicious programmes and free tools to remove such programmes.
www.insightsonindia.com
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Formulation of Crisis Management Plan for countering cyber attacks and cyber terrorism.

InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (I4C).
2. National Critical Information Infrastructure
Protection Centre (NCIIPC).
3. CERT- In.
4. Cyber Swachhta Kendras.

Mains Link:
Examine the role of cybersecurity in securing digital
India.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G277U0IE0.1&imageview=0.

2. What mechanism do you have against fake news, SC asks govt.
Context:
The Supreme Court has recently asked the Centre to explain its “mechanism” against fake news and bigotry
on air, and to create one if it did not already exist.
What's the issue?
The Court said it was “disappointed” with the contents of the latest government affidavit, filed by Information
and Broadcasting Secretary Amit Khare, in the Tablighi Jamaat case.
● The case is based on petitions against the communal colour given by certain sections of the electronic
media to the holding of a Tablighi Jamaat event in the National Capital during the lockdown.
● The Jamiat petitions has sought a direction from the court to the Ministry to identify and take strict
action against sections of the media that communalised the Tablighi incident.
What is Fake news?
Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or deceive readers.
● Usually, these stories are created to influence people’s views, push a political agenda or cause
confusion and can often be a profitable business for online publishers.
There are three elements to fake news: Mistrust, misinformation and manipulation.
Causes for Rise in Fake News:
1. Widespread use of Internet and Social media.
2. Lack of Checking Authenticity.
3. No codes of practice for Social Media.
4. Stratified Organization of Fake News: Organized and shrewdly disseminated to a target population.
Recent efforts by the Government:
The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD), a think-tank under the Union Home Ministry has
published guidelines to aid law enforcement agencies to identify fake news and videos.
What else is needed?
1. The government must take the initiative to make all sections of the population aware of the realities of
this information war and evolve a consensus to fight this war.
2. Strict action against the fake news providers.
3. Government should have independent agency to verify the data being circulated in social and other
media. The agency should be tasked with presenting real facts and figures.
4. Social media websites should be made accountable of such activities so that it becomes their
responsibility to have better control over the spread of fake news.
5. The artificial intelligence technologies, particularly machine learning and natural language processing,
might be leveraged to combat the fake news problem.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G9S7VOH3D.1&imageview=0.
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3. Kerala's new 118A law:
Context:
Kerala Government has introduced Section 118A in the Kerala Police Act, to penalise ‘offensive,’ ‘abusive,’ and
‘threatening’ social media posts.
● This has been introduced through the ordinance route.
According to the new law:
“Whoever makes, expresses, publishes or disseminates through any kind of mode of communication, any
matter or subject for threatening, abusing, humiliating or defaming a person or class of persons, knowing it to
be false and that causes injury to the mind, reputation or property of such person or class of persons or any
other person in whom they have interest shall on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to three years or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both.”
● This means that a person can face three years in jail and a fine of Rs 10,000 for any social media post
that is considered “offensive” or “defamatory”.
● This is not just for writing or creating such a post, but those who share that post or opinion will also
face the same kind of punishment.
Need for:
A similar law was repealed by the Supreme Court in 2015 along with Section 66A of the IT Act — Section
118(d) of the Kerala Police Act — for being a threat to free speech.
● Therefore, this new law has been brought in to ‘fill the gap’ left by the repealing of the two laws, which
leaves current laws ‘inadequate’ to prevent crimes online which have ‘caused considerable distress to
the women in our society’ and cyber attacks that are ‘turning into a threat to privacy’.

Why is the law being criticised?
Experts have called this law as draconian because:
1. It is being seen as an attempt to stifle not only dissent but also freedom of speech and expression.
2. It has resurrected the “same legal vices” the Supreme Court had “trashed” by scrapping Section 66 A
of the IT Act.
3. The law is unspecific and indistinct and can be indiscriminately misused by individuals or even the
government and the police, who may use it against those whom they simply disagree with.
4. Though the Kerala government claims it is to fight cyber crimes against women, that has not found
any mention in the law either.
5. It restricts speech without any domain limitation, it restricts Article 19 of the Constitution in an active
way and is not protected by Article 19(2).
6. It will effectively be a DDOS attack (denial-of-service attack) on the police functioning on the state, as
well as on the police. There will be a huge rush of FIRs filed against all kind of issues between people.
7. It gives power to the police to file suo-motu cases against anyone.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GNP8090RL.1&imageview=0.
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4. Frontier Highway project:
Context:
Since the Ladakh stand-off between the Indian and Chinese armies in May, Arunachal Pradesh has been
pushing for the ambitious Frontier Highway project along the “India-Tibet border” for facilitating faster
movement of troops if a war-like situation arises.
About the Frontier Highway Project:
● It is also called as the Arunachal Frontier Highway and Mago-Thingbu–Vijaynagar Border Highway.
● The 2,000-kilometre-long road follows the McMahon Line.
● It accompanies the Trans-Arunachal Highway (through the middle) and the Arunachal East-West
Corridor (in the foothills along the Assam border) as major highways spanning Arunachal Pradesh,
pursuing the Look East connectivity concept.
● The highway will intersect with the proposed East-West Industrial Corridor Highway in the foothills of
Arunachal Pradesh from Bhairabkunda, the tri-junction of Bhutan, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh to
Ruksin in East Siang district.
● The highway will cross the Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary, which may raise environmental issues.
Need for:
● The highway will generate employment and increase tourism in these hard-to-reach areas.
● The highway will check Chinese incursions into Indian territory. China has built an extensive road and
railway network on its side, posing a security risk to India as the region is relatively inaccessible on the
Indian side.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About the Frontier Highway Project.
2. About the Trans-Arunachal Highway.

Mains Link: Why do we need the Frontier Highway
project? Discuss.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GNP8090RN.1&imageview=0.

5. Pangda village:
●
●
●

It is a new border village built by China.
The village is located on territory disputed by China and Bhutan.
The area is east of the India-Bhutan-China trijunction on the Doklam plateau, the site of a 72- day
stand- off in 2017.

Previous such instances:
In July this year, Beijing said Sakteng Wildlife
sanctuary, situated in eastern Bhutan, belonged
to China.
● The claim was made at the 58th meeting
of the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
Council where China tried to “oppose”
funding to a project for the Sakteng
Wildlife Sanctuary situated in Bhutan
saying that it was “disputed” territory.
What happened at Doklam?
In Doklam, the faceoff had taken place over territory belonging to Bhutan, which has a border security
agreement with India.
● The Chinese wanted to take control of the territory, called Doklam, to come closer to what is known as
the chicken’s neck or the Silliguri Corridor of India that connects the Northeast with the rest of the
country.
How it came to an end?
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It was practically an eyeballto-eyeball standoff which
ended in the view of China
hosting BRICS and India
refusing to back down, and
a possible boycott of the
summit. The standoff ended
with diplomatic
interference.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Pangda village.
2. Where is Doklam?
3. Where is Chumbi
valley?
4. About Galwan river.
5. Siliguri corridor.
6. LAC vs LOC.
7. Neighbouring Indian
States of Doklam.
Mains Link:
Discuss why India must not
agree to de-escalate the
situation at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh without an agreement on returning to “status quo ante” or the situation before
the stand-off began.
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G2M80CGO3.1&imageview=0.

6. Row over J&K Net ban at House panel meet:
Context:
The J&K administration had extended the ban on 3G-4G mobile internet excluding two districts of Ganderbal
and Udhampur.
● Recently, the Standing Committee on Information and Technology met to discuss on the issue.
What's the issue?
The main question that the committee posed was about the status of the Internet shutdown.
● As per the Supreme Court judgment in the Anuradha Bhasin case, Internet services cannot be
suspended indefinitely.
● Following the orders, the Central government amended the Telecom Suspension Rules 2017 to insert
Rule 2A, which specifies that an Internet shutdown order can remain in operation for a maximum
period of 15 days.
Supreme Court's verdict:
● The Court said that all restrictive orders under Section 144 of CrPC and suspension of internet services
in Jammu and Kashmir have to be reviewed by the administration.
● The Court also laid down a framework of how the Internet can be suspended, and what rights and
legal recourses a citizen has when it is suspended.
Observations made by the Court:
On internet restrictions:
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1. Access to internet is a fundamental right (subject to reasonable restrictions) included in the freedom
of expression under Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.
2. Restrictions on fundamental rights could not be in exercise of arbitrary powers. These freedoms
could only be restricted as a last resort if “relevant factors” have been considered and no other options
are there.
3. Any order passed to restrict or suspend judicial scrutiny will be subject to judicial scrutiny.
4. Suspension of internet services indefinitely is also a violation of telecom rules.
What procedure does the government follow to suspend Internet services?
Before 2017, Internet suspension orders were issued under section 14 of the CrPC.
In 2017, the central government notified the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or
Public Service) Rules under the Telegraph Act to govern suspension of Internet.
● These Rules derive their powers from Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act, which talks about
interception of messages in the “interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India”.
Despite the 2017 rules, the government has often used the broad powers under Section 144.
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GHP80IO5L.1&imageview=0.

7. RBI Data Localisation Norms:
Context:
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has allowed Facebook-owned messaging platform
WhatsApp to start its payments service in the country in a ‘graded’ manner.
Key Points:
● NPCI has given its nod to WhatsApp to offer payments services via the Unified Payments Interface.
● WhatsApp users can link their UPI-enabled bank accounts and transfer money through the messaging
app.
What is UPI?
Unified Payments Interface or UPI is an immediate real-time payment system developed by the National
Payments Corporation of India (NCPI).
It was introduced in April 2016 as a pilot project and is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
As per the data- localisation norms set by RBI:
1. While there is no bar on the processing of payment transactions outside India, the Payment System
Operators (PSOs) will have to ensure the data is stored only in India after the processing.
2. In case the processing is done abroad, the data should be deleted from the systems abroad and
brought back to India not later than the one business day or 24 hours from payment processing,
whichever is earlier. The same should be stored only in India.
3. The data stored in India can be accessed for handling customer disputes, whenever required.
4. The payment system data may be shared with an overseas regulator if required, but with the
approval of RBI.
5. Some banks, especially foreign, that had been permitted to store the banking data abroad may
continue to do so. However, in respect of domestic payment transactions, the data shall be stored only
in India.
The data stored domestically must include:
● End-to-end transaction details and information related to payment or settlement transaction collected
or processed as part of a payment.
● Information such as customer name, mobile number, email, Aadhaar number, PAN number.
● Payment sensitive data such as customer and beneficiary account details; payment credentials such as
OTP, PIN, Passwords.
Need for guidelines in this regard:
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The payment systems in India have witnessed rapid advancements in innovation, eCommerce, and fintech, to
name a few. It is only natural to ensure that the guidelines, prescriptions and regulations also advance in order
to safeguard the interests of the customers, users, and the government.
InstaLinks:
Prelims Link:
1. About NPCI.
2. About UPI.
3. What's new in UPI 2.0?
4. Overview of data- localisation norms set by
RBI.

Mains Link:
What is data localisation? Discuss the issues
associated.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G0M7UFOV7.1&imageview=0.

Topics: Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized
crime with terrorism.

1. BRICS counter-terror strategy:
Context:
BRICS has unveiled a counter-terrorism strategy to strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation among the
member countries for effectively combating the threat.
● The new strategy was adopted at the bloc's annual summit which was held in the virtual format
recently.
Overview of the Strategy:
1. The aim of the strategy is to improve the practical cooperation among security and law-enforcement
authorities of the member nations to prevent and combat terrorism, including by sharing timely and
accurate information.
2. The focus would be to "suppress" the facilitation of terrorist groups, entities and associated persons by
not making available financial and material resources to them.
3. The BRICS also resolved to counter "extremist narratives" conducive to terrorism and vowed to take
steps to ensure that the Internet and social media platforms are not used for recruitment and
radicalisation by terror groups.
4. The BRICS high representatives for security shall be entrusted with leading the review of the
implementation of this strategy, and the BRICS counter-terrorism working group (CTWG) shall be
entrusted with its implementation.
Significance:
These efforts will help prevent "further geographical expansion of terrorism" and address the threats posed by
terrorists returning from conflict zones to countries of departure or travelling to third countries.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/india/china-signs-off-on-brics-counter-terror-strategy-no-mention-ofborder-stand-off-7055121/lite/.

Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate.

1. What is Army Aviation Corps?
Context:
Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated its 35th Corps Day on November 1.
About AAC:
It is the youngest Corps of the Indian Army.
The Corps was raised as a separate formation on November 1 in 1986.
Composition: The AAC now draws its officers and men from all arms of the Army, including a significant
number from the artillery.
Roles and functions:
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●
●
●

The main roles played by the AAC choppers are that of reconnaissance, observation, casualty
evacuation, essential load drops, combat search and rescue.
The AAC helicopters also participate in Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations in
peace times.
In some scenarios, Army helicopters can also act as Airborne Command Posts, replacing the ground
command posts if needed.

The fleet:
The AAC currently operates Chetak, Cheetah, Lancer, Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) Dhruv, and ALH Weapon
System Integrated (WSI), also known as Rudra.
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-army-aviation-corps-the-youngest-corpsof-the-indian-army-6912908/.
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS
1. Ezhuthachan Puraskaram:
●
●
●

Instituted in 1993, it is the highest literary honour of the Kerala government.
Given by the Kerala Sahitya Akademi.
The award is named after Thunchaththu Ezhuthachan, the father of the Malayalam language and
consists of a cash prize of ₹5,00,000 and a citation.
Context:
Writer Paul Zacharia has been selected for the 28th Ezhuthachan Puraskaram.

2. Places in News- Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR):
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

It is a national park in Assam.
Formed in 1908 on the recommendation of Mary Curzon, the park is located in the edge of the Eastern
Himalayan biodiversity hotspots – Golaghat and Nagaon district.
It hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one-horned rhinoceroses.
It is a World Heritage Site.
It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International for the conservation of
avifaunal species.
Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused on the 'big four' species— Rhino,
Elephant, Royal Bengal tiger and Asiatic water buffalo.
Kaziranga is crisscrossed by four main rivers — Brahmaputra, Diphlu, Mora Diphlu and Mora Dhansiri.

3. What is 16 Psyche?
●

It is an asteroid which orbits between Mars
and Jupiter.
● Located around 370 million kilometres
away from Earth in the asteroid belt.
● First discovered in 1853 and was named
after the ancient Greek goddess of the
soul, Psyche.
Why in News?
A recent study has found that this asteroid could be
made entirely of metal and is worth an estimated
$10,000 quadrillion — more than the entire
economy of Earth.
● Images from NASA’s Hubble Space
Telescope has shown that the surface may
mostly comprise iron and nickel, similar to
the Earth’s core.

4. Kevadia Tourism Circuit:
Context:
PM Modi recently inaugurated 17 tourism projects around the Statue of Unity (SoU), now called the ‘Kevadia
Tourism Circuit’.
Key points:
● Kevadia is a village in the tribal Narmada district. It is home to the Sardar Sarovar Dam reservoir on
the Narmada river.
● Kevadia circuit covers 35 tourist spots including the Valley of Flowers, Vishwa Van, Cactus Garden,
Butterfly Garden.
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5. VAIBHAV Summit:
The Vaishwik Bharatiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) Summit is a global virtual summit of overseas and resident
Indian researchers and Academicians.
● The deliberations started on 3rd of October and concluded on the occasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Jayanti, 31stOctober 2020.
● Key areas of discussion included: quantum technologies, artificial intelligence and machine learning,
communications technologies, computational and data sciences and aerospace technologies among
others.

6. Mansar Lake Project:
Context:
Mansar Lake Development Plan in Jammu and Kashmir was
inaugurated recently.
● The project is eyed to attract almost 20 lakh tourists every
year and create employment for 1.15 crore man-days with an
income generation of ₹800 crore per year.
About Mansar lake:
Mansar Lake is situated 62 km from Jammu.
Surinsar-Mansar Lakes are designated as Ramsar Convention in
November 2005.

7. Satellites to detect drug cultivation in Odisha:
●

Odisha Space Application Centre (OSAC) has proposed to help law enforcement agencies detect illicit
hemp (a variety of cannabis) cultivation using remote sensing and artificial intelligence technologies.
● Apart from developing mobile-based applications for field level officials, OSAC has proposed to create
a mechanism for citizen reporting by which people can take images and video of any illegal hemp
cultivation and report through application.
Need for: Odisha is one of the leading cannabis producing States in India. Though law enforcement agencies
have intensified their raids, it is difficult to trace the cultivation on a real-time basis.

8. Kerala PSC to implement 10% quota for poor in general category:
Kerala Public Service Commission (PSC) will implement 10% reservation quota in government jobs for the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). On October 23, the state Cabinet gave the nod for the quota.
● This is in line with Centre's decision to provide the 10% reservation based on the 103rd amendment of
the Constitution, without affecting the 50% reservation being provided to the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes.

9. Travancore Tortoise:
It is a large forest tortoise growing up to 330 millimetres in length.
● Status: IUCN Red list - vulnerable; Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act: Schedule IV.
● Distribution: restricted to the Western Ghats, in the Indian states of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

10. Mission Sagar - II:
As part of Mission Sagar-II, Indian Naval Ship Airavat will deliver food aid to Sudan, South Sudan, Djibouti and
Eritrea.
● Mission Sagar-II, follows the first ‘Mission Sagar’ undertaken in May-June 2020, wherein India reached
out to Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, and provided food aid and
medicines.

11. Maharani Jindan Kaur:
●

She was the youngest wife of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
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●

She was also the mother of Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last ruler of the empire, who was raised by the
British.
● She led a spirited resistance to the encroachment of the British into the Punjab, but was eventually
forced to surrender.
Why in News?
In news for the auction of some of her jewellery at Bonhams Islamic and Indian Art sale in London earlier this
week.

12. Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR):
PM to chair VGIR on 5th November, 2020.
Organized by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India, and National Investment and Infrastructure Fund.
● It is an exclusive dialogue between leading global institutional investors, Indian business leaders and
the highest decision makers from the Government of India and Financial Market Regulators.

13. Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge:
●
●
●

Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry.
It is a challenge for cities to develop and implement initiatives to improve the quality of life of young
children, caregivers and families.
It will be open for the 100 Smart Cities, cities with population of more than 5 lakh and State/Union
Territory capitals.

14. Luhri hydropower project:
●
●

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved funding to the tune of ₹1,810.56 crore
for the 210 megawatt (MW) Luhri hydropower project on the Satluj river in Himachal Pradesh.
The project is located in Shimla and Kullu districts.

15. Important Butterfly Species:
Note: The following species and their sightings is based on an article given in today's the Hindu News Paper. It
is not necessary to mug up the names of all these species. Just have a brief overview.
Context:
Butterfly season usually begins with the onset of the South-West monsoon; and the buzz tends to continue
post-monsoon, well into February. This year, especially, many rare species have been sighted across the
country.
Key points:
● Striated Five-ring was sighted at Neyyar, Kerala in 2015-16 after 100 years.
● The Nilgiri Plain Ace was rediscovered by butterfly enthusiasts after 130 years.
● Marbled Map butterfly recorded for the first time in Visakhapatnam is protected under Schedule II of
the Wildlife Protection Act. This ‘rare’ species is confined to the hilly forests of Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bhutan and Myanmar.
● Malabar Banded Peacock is endemic to South India.
● Tree nymph, a large white butterfly with black spots resembling white paper wafting through the air. It
is also endemic to South India.
● Recently, Branded Royal, rarely seen in India, made news when it fluttered through the Nilgiris after a
gap of over 130 years.
● The Blue Mormon, a black-coloured velvet-winged butterfly, a species endemic to the Western Ghats,
showed up in Patna.
● The Spotted Angle butterfly has been sighted in the reserve forests of Chhattisgarh.
● The Liliac Silverline, a protected species whose only known breeding population is in Bengaluru, was
sighted for the first time in the Aravalli range of Rajasthan.
(Source: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GGA7UBB92.1&imageview=0.)
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16. Data Maturity Assessment Framework (DMAF):
Launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
● It is a framework to evaluate the data ecosystems of cities.
● This will support cities in the creation of a ‘culture of data’ under the DataSmart Cities initiative of the
Smart Cities Mission.
The core objective of this framework is to enable cities to assess their own data maturity with respect to a
standardized framework covering aspects of enabling policies, governance structures, data management,
capacity building, and stakeholder engagement at the city level.

17. Leishmania donovani:
CSIR-CDRI scientist won an award for his work on defining the survival tactics of Leishmania donovani.
Key points:
● Leishmania donovani is a protozoan parasite that infects macrophages and is a causative agent of
visceral leishmaniasis (Kala-Azar).
● It infects the mononuclear phagocyte system including the spleen, liver and bone marrow.

18. A madrasa for transgenders in Bangladesh:
Bangladesh has opened its first Islamic school for transgender Muslims with clerics calling it a first step
towards integrating the discriminated minority into society.

19. National Water Awards:
Second National Water Awards to be conferred in November.
About the Award:
● The awards are given by the Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, GOI.
● The awards are given in several categories such as ‘Best State’, ‘Best District’, ‘Best School’, ‘Best
Newspaper’, ‘Best NGO’, ‘Best Industry’, etc. with sub-categories also.

20. Stanford University’s list of top 2 per cent scientists:
Stanford University has recently released a list that represents the top 2 per cent of the most-cited scientists in
various disciplines.
● The exhaustive list has 1,59,683 persons.
● 1,492 Indians have found a place, with a majority of them being from IITs and IISc and other top
institutes, representing fields like physics, material sciences, chemical engineering, plant biology,
energy and others.
● There are two Indian in the field of Inorganic and Nuclear Chemistry: Prof Gautam Desiraju, (ranked 2)
and CNR Rao (ranked 3) close to the top.

21. Atal Beemit (Bimit) Vyakti Kalyan Yojana:
Launched by the Employee’s State Insurance (ESI) in 2018.
Aim: It aims to financially support those who lost their jobs or rendered jobless for whatsoever reasons due to
changing employment pattern.
Eligibility criteria for availing the relief were relaxed in August this year, as under:
1. The payment of relief has been enhanced to 50% of average of wages from earlier 25% of average
wages payable upto maximum 90 days of unemployment.
2. Instead of the relief becoming payable 90 days after unemployment, it shall become due for payment
after 30 days.
3. The Insured Person should have been insurable employment for a minimum period of 2 years before
his/her unemployment and should have contributed for not les than 78 days in the contribution period
immediately preceding to unemployment and minimum 78 days in one of the remaining 3 contribution
periods in 02 years prior to unemployment.
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22. India Mobile Congress (IMC):
Context:
Fourth edition of the India Mobile Congress (IMC) was inaugurated recently. To be held virtually this year given
the ongoing pandemic.
Theme - "Inclusive Innovation - Smart I Secure I Sustainable".
Key Points:
● IMC is jointly organized by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI).
● IMC is considered the largest Digital Technology Forum in Asia for bringing together the industry,
Government, academia, and other ecosystem players to discuss the latest industry technology trends
around major themes such as SG, Artificial Intelligence (Al), Internet of things (loT) etc.

23. Saffron:
●
●

The saffron bowl, which was so far confined to Kashmir, may soon expand to the North East of India.
Plants from seeds transported from Kashmir to Sikkim and acclimatized there are now flowering in
Yangyang in the Southern part of the North-East state.
● The North East Centre For Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR) has undertaken a pilot project
to explore the feasibility of growing saffron in North East region of the country.
Background: Pampore region, in India, commonly known as Saffron bowl of Kashmir, is the main contributor
to saffron production, followed by Budgam, Srinagar, and Kishtiwar districts.

24. Minks:
●

Mink are dark-coloured carnivorous mammals from the Mustelidae family, which also includes
weasels, otters and ferrets.
● More than 50 million mink a year are bred for their fur, mainly in China, Denmark, the Netherlands and
Poland.
● Mink oil is used in some medical products and cosmetics, as well as to treat, preserve and waterproof
leather.
● There are two extant species referred to as "mink": the American mink and the European mink.
● The European mink is listed by the IUCN as Critically Endangered due to an ongoing reduction in
numbers.
Why in News?
Denmark has recorded over 200 human cases infected with SARS-CoV-2
variants that are associated with farmed minks.
Why?
● Mink, like their close relatives, ferrets, are known to be
susceptible to coronavirus.
● Like humans they can show a range of Covid-19 symptoms, from
no signs of illness at all to severe problems, such as pneumonia.

25. India, Maldives sign four MoUs to boost ties:
●
●
●

It includes a $100 million Indian grant for an ambitious connectivity project. This is a part of India’s
“$500 million package” for the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP).
Two MoUs have been signed for high impact community development projects.
A fourth MoU was signed on cooperation in sports and youth affairs.

26. 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference inaugurated:
●
●

The annual Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference and Expo is a flagship event held under the aegis of
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India.
The genesis of UMI is from the National Urban Transport Policy of the Government of India, 2006
(NUTP).
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●
●

It is a platform for delegates to interact with other professionals, experts, academia, industry, civil
society, technology, services providers and other stake holders in Urban Transport .
Theme for 2020: “Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility”.

27. Haiderpur wetland:
Context:
The forest department in Uttar Pradesh is working along with conservation organisations to eventually make
the the Haiderpur wetland in Muzaffarnagar district a Ramsar site.
Key Points:
● Fed by the Ganga and Solani rivers, the wetland came into existence in 1984 after the construction of
the Madhya Ganga Barrage on the former.
● It is spread over 1,214 hectares.
● It is located within the boundaries of the Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary.
● It is an important stopover destination for winter migratory birds like the Greylag goose and the Barheaded goose.
● The Haidepur wetland has been identified under Namami Gange, a flagship programme of the
Government of India launched in 2014, as a model wetland along the Ganga.

28. China holds virtual conference with South Asian partners:
Participants: China, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan.
Objective: The participants discussed collective response to the second wave of COVID-19.
The Five Parties: The participating countries called themselves "the Five Parties".
Significance and implications of the meet:
● The virtual meet comes less than four months after China chaired a quadrilateral meet with the Foreign
Ministers of Afghanistan, Nepal and Pakistan, in a bid to strengthen cooperation among the four
nations in pandemic response and economic recovery.
● The two virtual meets appear part of China’s growing engagement in the region, in the wake of the
global pandemic.

29. China begins work on rail line up to Arunachal border:
●

●
●

China has begun work on a
strategically significant railway
line that will link Sichuan province
with Nyingchi.
This lies near the border with
India’s Arunachal Pradesh.
Like the Qinghai-Tibet railway
line, which in 2006 connected
Lhasa to the hinterland, this will
be the second such route linking
the Tibet Autonomous Region
(TAR) to the hinterland.

30. Home Ministry Amends FCRA rules:
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has notified new rules under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA),
2010, thereby amending the FCRA Rules, 2011.
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has relaxed norms for farmer, student, religious and other groups who are
not directly aligned to any political party to receive foreign funds if the groups are not involved in “active
politics”.
Under the New Rules:
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1. The organisations specified under clauses (v) and (vi) of sub-rule (1) shall be considered to be of
political nature, if they participate in active politics or party politics, as the case may be.
2. The new rules also make new FCRA registrations more stringent. Any organisation that wants to
register itself under FCRA “shall be in existence for three years” and should have “spent a minimum
amount of ₹15 lakh on its core activities for the benefit of society during the last three financial years”.
Background:
Clause V of Rule 3 (FCRA 2011) qualified a political group as, “organisations of farmers, workers, students,
youths based on caste, community, religion, language or otherwise, which is not directly aligned to any political
party, but whose objectives as stated in the memorandum of association, or activities gathered through other
material evidence, include steps towards advancement of political interests of such groups”.

31. `Statue of Peace` unveiled in Rajasthan:
PM Narendra Modi unveils `Statue of Peace` in Rajasthan.
● To mark the 151st Birth Anniversary celebrations of Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji
Maharaj.
● The 151-inch tall statue has been made from Ashtadhatu ie 8 metals, with copper being the major
constituent.

32. About Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj:
●
●

The saint, who lived during 1870-1954, led an austere life, working selflessly and dedicatedly to spread
the message of Lord Mahavira.
He also worked relentlessly for the welfare of the masses, spread of education and eradication of social
evils, wrote inspiring literature (poetry, essays, devotional hymns and stavans) and gave active support
to the freedom movement and the cause of the swadeshi.

33. Article 363-A:
Article 363-A was inserted in the Constitution (Twenty-sixth Amendment) Act, 1971. This amendment is best
known for abolition of Privy Purse.
Why in News?
A grandson of the last Nizam Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan, Nawab Najaf Ali Khan, has lodged a complaint with
the Hyderabad Police seeking registration of an FIR on a few other Nizam’s heirs alleging that they have used
false documents to lay claim to the £35 million Nizam’s Fund lying in a U.K. bank.
● He said, this move amounted to violation of Article 363-A of the Constitution.

34. Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM):
●
●
●
●

QRSAM is a canister-based system, which means that it is stored and operated from specially designed
compartments.
It is a short range surface-to-air missile (SAM) system, primarily designed and developed by DRDO to
provide a protective shield to moving armoured columns of the Army from enemy aerial attacks.
The entire weapon system has been configured on a mobile and manoeuvrable platform and is
capable of providing air defence on the move.
It has been designed for induction into the Army and has a range of 25 to 30 km.

35. Lilavati Award 2020 launched:
●

●
●

The Lilavati Award is an initiative of the technical education regulator, All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), and it aims to recognise efforts by AICTE-approved institutions to treat women with
‘equality and fairness’.
The theme of the Lilavati Award is women’s empowerment. It aims to create awareness about issues
like sanitation, hygiene, health and nutrition using ‘traditional Indian values’.
It also aims to create awareness about issues like literacy, employment, technology, credit, marketing,
innovation, skill development, natural resources, and rights among women.
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36. Survey of forest dwellers in J&K on:
The Jammu and Kashmir administration is in in the process of implementing the Forest Rights Act of 2006 “to
grant the rights to forest dwellers.
Background: The Forest Rights Act of 2006 provides for granting of rights to forest dwellers across the country.
It was not applicable or implemented in J&K till 31st October, 2019.

37. M.P. sets up ‘cow protection Cabinet’:
Madhya Pradesh government has decided to set up a ‘Gau Cabinet’ for the protection and promotion of cattle.
● The Animal Husbandry, Forest, Panchayat and Rural Development, Revenue, Home and Farmers’
Welfare Departments would be part of the Cabinet.

38. Guillain Barre Syndrome:
Context: In a rare complication, some patients infected with Covid-19 have been found suffering from Guillain
Barre Syndrome (GBS). In India, such cases have been reported since August.
What is Guillain Barre Syndrome?
● It is a very rare autoimmune disorder.
● The immune system, in an attempt to kill the coronavirus, accidentally starts attacking the peripheral
nervous system.
● The peripheral nervous system is a network of nerves that lead from the brain and spinal cord to
different parts of the body. Attacking them can affect limb functions.
● GBS is caused by bacteria or viral infection.
● The syndrome’s first symptoms are a tingling or itching sensation in the skin, followed by muscle
weakness, pain and numbness.

39. Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge:
●
●

Launched by the Union Housing and Urban Affairs (HUA) Ministry.
It is a challenge for 243 cities to switch over to mechanised cleaning of sewers and septic tanks by
April 30, 2021.
● It aims to ensure that no life of any sewer or septic tank cleaner is ever lost again owing to the issue
of 'hazardous' cleaning.
● The initiative was launched on the occasion of World Toilet Day (19th November).
Background:
The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act (2013) and various
judgements of Hon'ble Supreme Court expressly prohibit hazardous cleaning, i.e. manual entry into a septic
tank or sewer without protective gear and observing operating procedures.

40. Five Eyes:
It is an intelligence alliance comprising
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
These countries are parties to the multilateral
UKUSA Agreement, a treaty for joint
cooperation in signals intelligence.
Origin: It began in 1946 when the United
States and the United Kingdom agreed to an
open exchange of intelligence on the
communications of foreign nations. It was
expanded when Canada joined the alliance in
1948, followed by Australia and New Zealand
in 1956.
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41. Willow warbler:
●
●

It has been sighted for the first time in the country in Thiruvanathapuram.
It is one of the longest migrating small birds that breeds throughout
northern and temperate Europe and the Palearctic.
● IUCN Status: Least Concern.
17 species of warblers have been recorded from Kerala and the willow warbler
forms the 18th warbler and 533rd species of bird to be recorded from the State.

42. India now has two of world’s 100 most powerful supercomputers:
Global information technology service provider Atos has announced that PARAM Siddhi – AI has been ranked
63 on the TOP500 ranking. This makes it India’s largest and fastest Supercomputer.
● PARAM Siddhi – AI supercomputer has been established under the National Supercomputing Mission
(NSM), which is an initiative by the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) and the Department of
Science and Technology (DST).
Notably, PARAM Siddhi – AI isn’t the only Indian supercomputer in the Top100 list. Pratyush that is used for
weather forecasting was ranked 78th in the list.
Global Supercomputers:
● The Top500 project tracks the most powerful supercomputers in the world and is published twice a
year.
● Japanese supercomputer Fugaku (442 petaflops) and IBM’s Summit (148.8 petaflops) are the two
most powerful supercomputers in the world, according to the list.

43. Global HIV Prevention Coalition:
●
●
●

It is a global coalition of United Nations Member States, donors, civil society organizations.
Established in 2017 to support global efforts to accelerate HIV prevention.
It includes the 25 highest HIV burden countries, UNAIDS Cosponsors, donors, civil society and private
sector organizations.
Goal: It seeks to ensure accountability for delivering prevention services at scale in order to achieve the targets
of the 2016 Political Declaration on Ending AIDS, including a 75% reduction in HIV infections towards fewer
than 500 000 infections by 2020, and to ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030.

44. Tungabhadra Pushkaralu commenced on November 20:
●
●
●

The Tungabhadra Pushkaralu is a 12-day festival held in honour of the Tungabhadra river.
It is celebrated when Jupiter enters Capricorn (Makar rashi).
Its significance is very high as the once in 12-year event is considered auspicious and a dip in the holy
river is believed to get rid of one’s sins.
Pushkaralu or Pushkaram is a religious festival dedicated to the worship of 12 major rivers that flow across the
country.

45. Inter Parliamentary Union:
●
●

The IPU is the global organization of national parliaments.
Genesis: Began in 1889 as a small group of parliamentarians, dedicated to promoting peace through
parliamentary diplomacy and dialogue.
● Composition: It has 179 Member Parliaments ,13 Associate Members, and increasing numbers of
parliamentarians from all over the world involved in our work.
● Slogan is “For democracy. For everyone.”
● It seeks to promote democratic governance, institutions and values, working with parliaments and
parliamentarians to articulate and respond to the needs and aspirations of the people.
● Financed primarily by Members out of public funds.
● Headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.
Why in News?
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The Comptroller and Auditor General of India, Girish Chandra Murmu, has been elected External Auditor of
Inter Parliamentary Union, Geneva, for a three-year term.

46. 2020 Booker Prize:
Scottish author Douglas Stuart has been awarded the 2020 Booker Prize for his acclaimed debut novel Shuggie
Bain, set in his home city of Glasgow.
● The Booker Prize is the leading literary award in the English speaking world.
● The Prize is awarded annually for a single book, translated into English and published in the UK or
Ireland.

47. Australia to temporarily host ISRO satellite tracking facilities:
●
●
●
●

The space agencies of India and Australia are working together to position temporarily Indian tracking
facilities in Australia.
These include earth observation and data analytics, robotics, and space life sciences.
This would support India’s planned human space flight programme.
India, Australia space cooperation is underpinned by a formal Memorandum of Understanding signed
between the two countries in 2012.

48. Study on ‘status of radicalisation’:
●

The Union Home Ministry has, for the first time, approved a research study on “Status of radicalisation
in India”.
● The study will attempt to legally define “radicalisation” and suggest amendments to the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
● The study will be religion-neutral and will go by facts and the reported cases.
Need for: Radicalisation is yet to be defined legally, this leads to misuse by the police. It should be defined and
necessary amendments made to the UAPA.

49. World Fisheries Day:
●
●

Celebrated on 21st November every year to demonstrate solidarity with all fisherfolk, fish farmers and
concerned stakeholders throughout the world.
It started in 1997 where the “World Forum of Fish Harvesters & Fish Workers” met at New Delhi
leading to the formation of the World Fisheries Forum with representatives from 18 countries and
signed a declaration advocating for a global mandate of sustainable fishing practices and policies.

50. SITMEX-20:
●
●
●
●

It is a trilateral naval exercise between India, Thailand and Singapore.
The latest edition was held in the Andaman sea.
The exercise was conducted as a ‘non-contact, at sea only’ exercise in view of COVID-19 pandemic.
It highlights growing synergy, coordination and cooperation in the maritime domain between the three
friendly navies and maritime neighbours.

51. Global Conference on Criminal Finances and Cryptocurrencies:
●
●
●

4th Global Conference on Criminal Finances and Cryptocurrencies was held recently virtually.
Organised by the Interpol, Europol and the Basel Institute.
Participants: Representatives from law enforcement and the judiciary, Financial Intelligence Units
(FIUs), international organisations and the private sector.
Background:
The conference is an initiative of the Working Group on Cryptocurrencies and Money Laundering established
in 2016.
Launched with an objective of strengthening knowledge, expertise and best practices for investigations into
financial crimes and intelligence on virtual assets and cryptocurrencies.
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52. National Newborn Week 2020:
●
●
●

●

Observed every year from 15 to 21 November.
Theme for 2020: ‘Quality, Equity, Dignity for every newborn at every health facility and everywhere’.
The main purpose of the week is to reinforce the importance of newborn health as a key priority area
of the health sector and reduce the infant mortality rate by improving healthcare conditions for babies
in the neonatal period.
In 2014, India became the first country to launch the India Newborn Action Plan (INAP), in alignment
with the Global Every Newborn Action Plan towards eliminating preventable deaths of new-borns and
stillbirths.

53. Awas Diwas and Awas Week:
To commemorate the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G), which aims to provide
“Housing for All” by 2022, it was decided to celebrate 20th November every year as “Awaas Diwas”.
● The program envisages the completion of 2.95 crore PMAY-G houses with all basic amenities by the
year 2022.

54. ‘Abhayam’ app:
Andhra Pradesh government has launched “Abhayam” mobile phone application which helps women and
children travelling in taxis and autorickshaws to raise an alarm in case of any emergency.
● To be operated by the Transport Department, the Abhayam app would help the women in alerting the
police by pressing a panic button in the event of their landing in trouble.

55. National Crisis Management Committee(NCMC):
●
●
●
●

For effective implementation of relief measures in the wake of natural calamities, the Government of
India has set up a National Crisis Management Committee.
Cabinet Secretary is it’s Chairman.
Other members: Secretaries of all the concerned Ministries /Departments as well as organizations are
the members of the Committee.
The NCMC gives direction to the Crisis Management Group as deemed necessary.

56. ATAL Faculty Development Programmes (FDPs):
●

46 online AICTE Training and Learning (ATAL) Academy Faculty Development Programmes (FDPs)
inaugurated.
● The objective is to train teachers of higher education institutions associated with All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE) in thrust and emerging areas in technology.
● Book of World Records, London acknowledges the training of over one lakh people in 1,000 programs
under ‘FDP’ as a world record.
The main objective of ATAL Academy is to provide quality technical education in the country and to promote
research and entrepreneurship through training in various emerging fields. IITs, IIITs, NITs CU and research labs
are organizing these ATAL FDPs.

57. 15th G20 Summit:
●
●

Convened by Saudi Arabia in a virtual format.
The Summit would culminate in the adoption of the Leaders’ Declaration and with Saudi Arabia
passing on the Presidency to Italy.
● It was also announced that India will host the summit in 2023 — a year later than what was decided
earlier.
India was earlier slated to host the summit in 2022 with the Osaka declaration of the G20 stating last year that
“we look forward to meeting again in Saudi Arabia in 2020, in Italy in 2021 and in India in 2022”.
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58. Govt. bans 43 more apps citing threat to security:
●

The government has blocked 43 more mobile apps, including major Chinese ones such as AliSuppliers,
AliExpress, Alipay Cashier, CamCard and DingTalk, citing threat to national security, integrity and
sovereignty.
● The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) issued an order under Section 69A of
the Information Technology Act blocking access to 43 mobile apps.
Section 69A of the IT Act, empowers the Central Government to order that access to certain websites and
computer resources be blocked in the interest of the defense of the country, its sovereignty and integrity, the
security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public order or for preventing incitement to the
commission of an offence.

59. South Asian University:
●
●
●

Established in 2010, it is an international university, located in India.
It is sponsored by the eight Member States of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC).
Degrees and Certificates awarded by the SAU are at par with the respective Degrees and Certificates
awarded by the National Universities/ Institutions.

60. Sir Chhotu Ram:
●
●

Born in 1881, he was a prominent politician in British India's Punjab Province.
He championed the interest of oppressed communities of the Indian subcontinent. For this feat, he
was knighted in 1937.
● He was a co-founder of the National Unionist Party.
The enactment of two agrarian laws was primarily due to his contribution- the Punjab Relief Indebtedness Act
of 1934 and the Punjab Debtor's Protection Act of 1936, which emancipated the peasants from the clutches of
the moneylenders and restored the right of land to the tiller.

61. Sahakar Pragya:
●

●

●

With an aim to help primary cooperative societies play bigger roles in AtmaNirbhar Bharat, the
Government has launched Sahakar Pragya, an innovative capacity building initiative for the farmers
associated with such entities in the country.
Under this, farmers in primary cooperatives in rural areas of the country would be trained under
Sahakar Pragya by the National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), an autonomous body
under the Ministry.
Under Sahakar Pragya, forty five training modules for transferring knowledge, skills and
organisational capacities have been prepared.

62. MQ-9B Sea Guardian unarmed drones:
The Indian Navy has inducted two MQ-9B Sea Guardian unarmed drones
procured from the U.S. on lease.
Background:
● The recently released Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020
has introduced an option for leasing military platforms.

63. AUSINDEX:
France is keen on joining the India-Australia bilateral naval exercise AUSINDEX.
● AUSINDEX (Australia India Exercise) is a bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Royal
Australian Navy.
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64. Bhutan establishes formal ties with Germany:
Bhutan has announced that it had established
diplomatic relations with Germany, increasing
the restricted number of capitals that
Thimphu has formal ties with to 53 states
and the EU.
This is the kingdom’s first diplomatic foray in
seven years.
Background:
Since 1949, when Bhutan first signed a
friendship agreement with India, which kept
the two countries closely engaged on all
foreign policy issues, Bhutan has been
historically cautious about establishing ties
with other countries.

65. What is Constitution day?
Constitution day
which is also known
as the Samvidhan
Divas is celebrated
every year on
November 26 to
mark the day on
which the
Constitution of India
was adopted. While
the adoption of the
Constitution took
place on November
26, 1949, it came
into effect on
January 26, 1950.

66. Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC):
Context:
The Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) will soon become a National Maritime
Domain Awareness (NDMA) centre, with all stakeholders having their presence there.
About IMAC:
● It is the nodal agency for maritime data fusion.
● It was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.
● Approved by the Defence Acquisition Council in 2012.
● Became operational in 2014 and is located in Gurugram.
● It is the nodal centre of the National Command Control Communication and Intelligence System
(NC3I), which was established to link the operational centres and lower echelons of the Navy and the
Coast Guard spread across the country’s coastline, including the island territories.
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67. Scotland becomes first nation to make sanitary pads, tampons free:
●

It is the first nation in the world to take a step against period poverty, which refers to the prevalent
phenomena of being unable to afford products such as pads or tampons to manage menstrual
bleeding.

68. SDG Investor Map:
●
●
●

Launched by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Invest India.
The map lays down 18 Investment Opportunities Areas (IOAs) in six critical SDG enabling sectors, that
can help India push the needle forward on Sustainable Development.
By mapping the overlaps and gaps between public sector priorities and private sector interest, the SDG
Investor Map lays out pathways that can bring together private-sector investment and public sector
support.

69. Shahtoot Dam:
India set to build Shahtoot
Dam in Afghanistan,
provide drinking water for
2 million residents of
Kabul.
● The dam would
come upon the
Maidan river
tributary of Kabul
river.

70. Mount Ili Lewotolok:
Why in News? Erupted recently.
Location: It is a volcano located in eastern Indonesia erupts.
The 5,423-meter (17,790-foot) mountain is one of the three currently erupting in Indonesia along with Merapi
on Java Island and Sinabung on Sumatra Island.

71. Global Innovation and Technology Alliance (GITA):
●
●

It is a “not–for–profit” Section-8 Public Private Partnership (PPP) company.
It is promoted jointly by the Technology Development Board (TDB), Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).
Functions: The GITA platform encourages industrial investments in innovative technology solutions by Mapping
technology gaps, Undertaking expert evaluation of technologies available across the globe, Facilitating techno–
strategic collaborative partnerships appropriate for Indian economy and Providing soft funding for technology
development / acquisition / deployment.

72. Avadhanam:
●

‘Avadhanam’ is an exciting literary performance that involves solving tricky literary posers, improvising
poems and tests a person's capability of performing such multiple tasks simultaneously.
● It originated as a Sanskrit literary process and is revived by poets in Telugu and Kannada in modern
times.
Why in News?
The Vice President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu has observed that ‘avadhanam’ as a literary feat has greatly
contributed to the Telugu language’s glorious tradition.

73. National Monsoon Mission:
●

Launched by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) in 2012.
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●
●

Aim to develop a state-of-the-art, dynamic monsoon prediction system for short, medium, and longrange forecasts.
The successful development of a Global Ensemble Forecast System for short and medium-range
prediction at 12 kilometers was made possible due to the National Monsoon Mission.

74. Puerto Rico:
Context:
For the third time in ten years, the United States
territory of Puerto Rico has voted in favour of
statehood.
Key Points:
● Puerto Rico is a Spanish-speaking island
located in the Caribbean Sea.
● Since its discovery by the explorer
Christopher Columbus in 1493, Puerto
Rico was a part of the Spanish Empire for
over 4 centuries until 1898, when it was
annexed by the United States.
● In 1917, Puerto Ricans were granted US
citizenship, but the island itself was never
made a full state, and continues to
remain a “US territory”, along with
Guam, North Mariana Islands, American
Samoa, and the US Virgin Islands.

75. Tristan da Cunha:
●
●

●
●

Tristan da Cunha is inhabited by
less than 300 humans.
It is a small chain of islands over
6,000 miles from London in the
South Atlantic and the water
around the islands are
considered to be the richest in
the world.
It is an UK Overseas Territory.
It was recently declared the
largest fully protected marine
reserves in the Atlantic Ocean
at 687,000 square kilometres.
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Articles Covered Previously:
1. Election Commission "Has No Power," Says Supreme Court On Kamal Nath
Case:
What's the issue?
On October 30, the Election Commission stripped Kamal Nath of his star campaigner status over a series of his
controversial remarks, which, the commission said, were "repeated violation of model code of conduct" and
"complete disregard" of warnings to him.
● Following this, Kamal Nath approached the Supreme Court of India.
What has the Supreme Court said?
EC has no power in this regard.
Petitioner's arguments against EC's order:
It is right of the party to nominate a person as a star campaigner and the Election Commission cannot
interfere with the party decision. The decision is a breach of the fundamental right of expression and
movement.
● Section 77(1) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 read with Guidelines for Star Campaigners
issued by the Election Commission, from time to time, makes selection/revocation of ‘star
campaigners’ the sole prerogative of the political party.
For details on Star Campaigner status, visit:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/31/who-is-a-star-campaigner-3/.

2. Kerala, too, withdraws general consent to CBI:
Context:
Kerala has decided to withdraw the general consent accorded to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to
operate in Kerala.
● States such as West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra had also similarly withdrawn
consent to the CBI to operate freely in their respective jurisdictions.
Note: We have covered this article in detail. Please visit:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/23/maharashtra-withdraws-general-consent-to-cbi/.
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