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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. Comparison of the Indian constitutional 

scheme with that of other countries. 

The US constitution, in all its provisions, looks to an” indestructible union composed of 

indestructible states “ while on the other hand India is a “indestructible union of 

destructible state”. Compare and contrast. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us in detail the constitutional modalities of US system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to differentiate the US and India models of constitution of the Union and its States. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the provisions of Indian constitution with respect to Union and State. 
Body: 
Start by explaining in detail why the Electoral College still has powers to choose President in the 
United States. Discuss the fact the idea that state legislatures have the power to decide on who gets 
to elect the president of America. 
Discuss the Indian constitutional mechanism, compare and contrast the two, present points to justify 
the either mechanisms. 
Explain the flaws associated with either of the systems. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of both as applied to their respective systems. 
Introduction: 

Federalism is a system of government in which power is divided between a central authority and 

constituent political units. The Constitution of India establishes a federal structure to the Indian 

government, declaring it to be a “Union of States”. Indian model of federalism is called quasi-federal 

system as it contains major features of both a federation and union. 

Body: 

Similarities between the federalism of US and India: 

1. Written Constitution: The Constitution of both US and India is a written Constitution, which 

provides for a federal political structure where both the governments exercise their respective 

powers. 

2. Bill of Rights and Fundamental Rights: The US Constitution has given its citizens 

fundamental rights such as the right to equality, freedom, right against exploitation, freedom of 

religion, cultural and educational rights, right to property, and the right to Constitutional remedies 

etc. by means of ‘The Bill of Rights’, Part III of the Indian Constitution guarantees the fundamental 

rights of the people as given in Articles 14 to 34. 

3. Supremacy of the Federal or Union Government: In both the countries, the federal 

government works at the centre in which various states have acceded to. While both the Central as 

well as State Government is empowered to makes laws on subjects given in the concurrent list, the 
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law enacted by the Federal or Union Government will prevail over the law enacted by the states on 

the same subject in case of dispute. 

4. Separation of powers: Both US and Indian Constitutions provides for separation of powers 

among three institutions namely executive, legislature and judiciary. Each division is empowered 

with a separate power. 

5. Powers of Checks and Balances: Though there is a clear-cut separation of powers between 

executive, legislature and judiciary in both countries, still there can be overlapping of these powers. 

There are chances of abuse of power or arbitrariness. Thus, there is a need for a system of ‘checks 

and balances’ prevalent in both countries. 

Differences between the federalism of US and India: 

1. Form: While India has holding together federation where power is shared among various 

state and they derive their power from Indian constitution. USA has coming together federation 

where independent states come together to form a big unit and sacrifice some powers  

2. In India, there is indestructible union with destructible states while in USA, there is 

indestructible union with indestructible states. 

3. Citizenship: In India, there is single citizenship i.e. no separate citizenship of states but in 

USA, there is a dual citizenship states i.e. citizenship of states as well. 

4. Head of the state: In India, it is nominal and appointed by the centre while in USA, head of 

state is real and elected by the people. 

5. Residuary powers: In India, there are vested to centre while in USA, same are given to 

states. 

6. Constitution: In India, there is single constitution while in USA, every state has their own 

constitution. 

7. Judicial system: In India, there is integrated judiciary while in USA, state and union level has 

separate jurisdiction. 

8. Federation: In India, there is federal polity with union bias whereas in USA, there is equal 

federal with rigid division of power. 

9. Representation of upper house: In India, it is based on the population of states for e.g. UP 

has 31 members while Sikkim has only 1. But, in USA, equal representation is given to all states 

irrespective of population. 

10. Flexibility: Indian constitution is flexible in term of amending federalism power for e.g. 

Renaming state, redefining state boundaries while USA constitution is rigid. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, it can be concluded that there are certain features of federalism which are common to both 

India and the USA. On the other hand, India and the USA differ in many aspects related to the 

federal character of their Constitution. However, both the US and the Indian Federalism despite 

having limitations are by and large successful 
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The complexity of the election process and the multiplicity of authorities in the U.S are 

perfect breeding grounds for confusion, in this context compare the Indian election 

process with that of US. (250 words) 
Reference: www.usa.gov , Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the nuances of the ongoing Elections in the US and the procedures of it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must present a detailed comparison of US and Indian system of elections and procedures 
therein.  Justify in what way the process of elections is superior in India compared to that of US. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by discussing the importance of election system and procedures to any country and its 
democracy. 
Body: 
Explain the US system of elections; there is no centralized election management body like the Election 
Commission in India. 
The US has two federal bodies — the Federal Election Commission (FEC) and the US Election 
Assistance Commission (EAC) — but both of them together do not add up to anything as powerful or 
effective as the EC in India. In fact, they have no control over the election administration. 
Its role is confined to federal campaign finance regulations. The EAC, also a bipartisan organisation, 
was created only in 2002 to provide funding to states for upgrading their registration and voting 
systems besides establishing minimum voter identification standards. Its decisions are, however, not 
binding. 
The FEC consists of six members, three each appointed by the two political parties. A decision 
requires four votes to make it non-partisan. All 50 states, and within these, more than 3,000 counties 
have different management bodies. 
Present the complexities in the system, compare with the Indian system of elections and discuss its 
robustness. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction: 

Democrat Joe Biden won the U.S. presidential election late on Saturday after a bitter campaign, 

sparking street celebrations among his supporters in major cities even as President Donald Trump 

refused to accept defeat. Biden’s running mate Kamala Harris has scripted history by becoming first 

woman, Black and Indian-American Vice President-elect of the United States. 

The Republic of India and the United States of America are just two examples of functioning 

democracies around the world. This form of government has been in place in the United States since 

1789 but has been a relatively recent phenomenon in the Indian system of governance. 

While the principle underlying such elections is similar, there exists a large number of differences 

between how elections are held in the US and in India. In fact, there are actually very few 

commonalities between the organization of the government in the countries. Elections in the USA 

are therefore not quite the same as elections in India. 

Body: 
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Differences in the election process of India and the USA: 

Conduction of Elections: 

1. The date of the election is fixed that is the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 

since 1845. 

2. There is no centralized election management body like the Election Commission in India. 

3. The US has two federal bodies — the Federal Election Commission (FEC) and the US Election 

Assistance Commission (EAC) — but both of them together do not add up to anything as powerful or 

effective as the EC in India. 

4. In fact, they have no control over the election administration. 

5. Its role is confined to federal campaign finance regulations. The EAC, also a bipartisan 

organisation, was created only in 2002 to provide funding to states for upgrading their registration 

and voting systems besides establishing minimum voter identification standards. Its decisions are, 

however, not binding. 

6. The FEC consists of six members, three each appointed by the two political parties. A 

decision requires four votes to make it non-partisan. 

7. All 50 states, and within these, more than 3,000 counties have different management 

bodies. 

One election, multiple selections: 

1. It’s not just one election but a bunch of simultaneous elections in the US. In many states, a 

voter will be choosing not just the US president but 20 different contestants on a single ballot, 

including the member of the US Senate and the House of Representatives, state senate, governor, 

state attorney general, supreme court judge, among others. 

2. Furthermore, there are as many as 162 ballot initiatives (referenda) in 35 states which 

include the death penalty, raising minimum wages, legalising marijuana etc. 

3. In India, elections are mostly held separately for Parliament, State Legislatures, President, 

Vice President. 

Mode of Voting: 

1. The voting systems are diverse — voting at polling stations on poll day, early voting in 

person, absentee voting by mail. The ballot design varies from state to state. 

2. Voting technology varies from direct recording electronic voting machines (like Indian EVMs) 

to paper ballots (marked by pencil or pen). But scanning is invariably used to facilitate counting. 

Some states have the VVPAT — Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail. 

3. The polling station can be in a variety of buildings including private precincts, shopping 

malls, churches, community centres, courthouses, fire stations besides schools. The polling staff is 

drawn from a variety of sources — private, elected and others. 

4. The hours of voting are longer — 13 hours — as compared to the minimum eight hours 

(usually nine) in India 
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Voter Turnout: 

1. Voter turnout has been historically low in America when compared to other democracies. 

2. The vast majority of Americans who are registered to vote to show up in the polls, at least in 

presidential years. In 2012, around 84 % of registered voters cast a ballot. 

3. But the catch is that tens of millions of Americans simply aren’t registered to begin with. 

Sometimes that’s because they’re ineligible, due to residency requirements or state laws that bar ex-

felons from voting. But the main reason is that the onus to register as a voter lies on the voter and it 

is neither compulsory to register nor to vote. 

4. Even more commonly, many people just miss the deadline for registering. The US 

government doesn’t automatically register anyone who’s eligible to vote. Instead, people have to 

remember to register — and the rules vary from place to place. 

5. The last date for registration varies from one month prior to the poll to the same day 

(polling day). Online registration is allowed in 31 states plus DC. Any person turning 18 even on 

polling day is eligible to register. The registration of voters is very low. 

6. While in India over 95 percent of all eligible persons are already registered, in the US it was 

just above 71 percent in 2012. The voter identification system varies too — from different photo 

identity proofs to self-authentication without a photo. 

7. The turnout in the last presidential election was 61.8 percent (compared to India’s 66.8 

percent). With low registration, this effectively means that less than 45 percent of eligible Americans 

voted. 

8. Voting demographics show that older people — 65 plus — tend to vote more than 18-24 

year-olds by as much as 25 percentage points. 

9. In contradiction to India, people with more education and income vote more than the less 

endowed. Similarly, women vote in larger numbers. 

10. Blacks and Hispanics vote less because of lack of interest. 

Effectiveness of election process: 

1. The complexity of the election process and the multiplicity of authorities in the U.S is a 

perfect breeding ground for confusion. E.g. In the infamous Florida recount incident of the year 

2000, the results were first challenged in the Supreme Court due to the confusing coting system 

called “butterfly ballot”. But it was not pursued to the hilt, as Al Gore who lost to Bush by just a few 

hundred votes chose not to contest the results. 

2. This, however, is perhaps the first time that a candidate — Donald Trump — doubted the 

legitimacy of the election even before the first vote has been cast. He has also indicated that he may 

not accept the results if he loses. 

3. But it’s noteworthy that the validity of results declared by the Election Commission of India 

has never been doubted — even candidates losing by just one vote have never questioned the 

results, though election petitions have been filed on grounds of corrupt practices of the opponent. 

We have at least three cases of one-vote victory and one even of a tie, decided by the draw of lots. 
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But the legitimacy of the election was never doubted. That’s the reason why the transition of power 

has always been seamless. 

4. What has worked well for India is a fully empowered but fiercely independent and neutral 

election commission. The biggest reason for the success of the Indian system is extreme simplicity. 

All things considered, Indian elections are regarded as a model for a large part of the world. Hillary 

Clinton described the Indian election system as the “gold standard”. 

5. We were often asked why we use EVMs when even the US does not. But actually, the 

question should be pointed at them for not using the effective method. 

6. Our election system is effective in coverage by setting up the poll in every 2 kms which 

includes a poll booth for a lone voter in Gujarat’s Gir forest and the world’s highest polling booth will 

be located in Himachal Pradesh, at a height of over 15,000 feet. 

7. While India gave equal voting rights to women on Day One in 1950, the US had taken 144 

years. And then, while India elected a woman prime minister within 19 years, the US has not had a 

woman president in 240 years. 

8. This along with higher registration, higher turnout and an effective and neutral election 

management system makes our election process more democratic and in effect the greatest 

democracy in the world. 

Conclusion: 

US democracy is old and matured, whereas for India it is young and vibrant. In any democratic 

system, conducting free and fair elections could is necessary. A dedicated autonomous power to 

handle elections in a controlled and organized has been hailed by world leaders. What has worked 

well for India is a fully empowered but fiercely independent and neutral election commission. The 

biggest reason of the success of Indian system is extreme simplicity. All things considered, Indian 

elections are regarded as a model for a large part of the world. It is always good to be reminded of 

Hillary Clinton describing the Indian election system as the “gold standard”. 

“The rights must be reconciled with the duties.” Examine, in the light of this statement, 

how fundamental duties in one citizen imply fundamental rights in other citizens. (250 

words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question talks about how and in what way rights are related to duties. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to justify with suitable examples how fundamental duties in one citizen imply fundamental 
rights in other citizens. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining how rights are related to duties; the fact that if one enjoys the right, it becomes 
the duty of the other not to prove an obstacle in the enjoyment of his/her right. 
Body: 
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Firstly, explain the statement in question in detail, give examples to justify better. 
Then move onto explain in what way fundamental duties in one citizen imply fundamental rights in 
other citizens. One must explain how are our fundamental rights and fundamental duties related to 
each other? Fundamental Rights guaranteed under Part III of the Constitution are important natural 
rights necessary for development of human beings. They are enforceable through court of law. On 
the other hand, Fundamental Duties though not enforceable, but always taken into account while 
interpreting any fundamental rights. 
Conclusion: 
Correlate the two and conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

Fundamental rights and fundamental duties are an integral part of the Indian constitution. 

Fundamental Rights guaranteed under part III of the constitution are important natural rights 

necessary for development of human beings. They are enforceable through court of law. On the 

other hand, fundamental duties though not enforceable, but are always taken into account while 

interpreting any fundamental rights. 

Body 

Every fundamental duty in the constitution has a corresponding fundamental right that implies rights 

and duties are correlated. Rights and duties have a close relationship and both are inseparable. Both 

exist side by side. Ex: If the state gives the right to life to its citizen, it also imposes an obligation on 

him to not to expose his life in trouble, as well as to respect the life and convenience of others. 

 

Indian Constitution provides for a broad set of fundamental rights which also inherently include the 

fundamental duties: 

 Art 51A(e): To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce 

practices derogatory to the dignity of women. This duty ensures that the fundamental right to 

life with dignity under Art 21 of every women is protected. 

 Art 51A(g): To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and 

wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures ensures the right to life with dignity 

under Article 21. 

 Art 51A(f): To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. This duty has a 

corresponding right under Art 29 which protects the cultural rights of the people of India. 

 Art 51A(k): To provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the case may be, ward 

between the age of six and fourteen years protects the fundamental right of the child to 

education guaranteed under Art 21A. 

Reconciliation of Rights with Duties: 

 Right of One is the Duty of Others: Rights can be enjoyed only in the world of duties. For every 

right there is corresponding duty. When the people fail to discharge their duties properly, the 

rights of others become meaningless. 

 Rights of a Citizen also implies Duties for him: Rights are not the monopoly of a single 

individual. Everybody gets these equally. This means that “others also have the same rights 
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which I have, and it is my duty to see that others also enjoy their rights.” Laski has rightly said 

that one man’s right is also his duty. It is my duty to respect the rights of others as well as the 

duty to use my rights in the interest of society. 

 Rights are to be used for Social Good: Rights originate in society. Therefore, while enjoying 

rights, we must always try to promote social interest. It is the duty of every one of us to use 

our rights for promoting the welfare of the society as a whole. 

 Duty towards the State: Since state protects and enforces rights, it also becomes the duty of all 

citizens to be loyal to the state. It is their duty to obey the laws of the state. Citizens should 

always be ready to defend the state. 

Conclusion 

“Real rights are a result of the performance of duty”- M.K Gandhi in Hind swaraj. Thus a citizen has 

both Rights and Duties. He enjoys rights and performs his duties. Rights and Duties are the two sides 

of the same coin. 

Article 32 affirms the right to move to the Supreme Court if a fundamental right is 

violated. How does this provision of the Constitution define this right, and how has the 

SC interpreted it over the years? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Recently a Supreme Court Bench headed by Chief Justice of India S. A. Bobde observed that it is 
“trying to discourage” individuals from filing petitions under Article 32 of the Constitution. Thus the 
question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss the interpretation of article 32 over the years. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the provisions of Article 32. And discuss the present context; the observation came 
during the hearing of a petition seeking the release of journalist Siddique Kappan, who was arrested 
with three others while on their way to Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, to report on an alleged gang rape 
and murder. 
Body: 
Explain what is Article 32? – It is one of the fundamental rights listed in the Constitution that each 
citizen is entitled. Article 32 deals with the ‘Right to Constitutional Remedies’, or affirms the right to 
move the Supreme Court by appropriate proceedings for the enforcement of the rights conferred in 
Part III of the Constitution. 
Discuss what the issue all about is. 
Present the views and observations of the Supreme Court over the years one by one. Present the 
previous judgments too. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Constitutional experts say that it is eventually at the discretion of the Supreme Court 
and each individual judge to decide whether an intervention is warranted in a case, which could also 
be heard by the High Court first. There is need to bring in more clarity by judiciary on the matter of 
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article 32 so that people do not lose their hope in the justice system as the ultimate remedy for the 
violation of their rights. 
Introduction: 

Article 32 of the Constitution (Right to Constitutional Remedies) is a fundamental right, which 

states that individuals have the right to approach the Supreme Court (SC) seeking enforcement of 

other fundamental rights recognised by the Constitution. Article 32 deals with the ‘Right to 

Constitutional Remedies’, or affirms the right to move the Supreme Court by appropriate 

proceedings for the enforcement of the rights conferred in Part III of the Constitution. 

Body: 

It states that the Supreme Court “shall have power to issue directions or orders or writs, including 

writs in the nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo-warranto and certiorari, 

whichever may be appropriate, for the enforcement of any of the rights conferred by this Part”. The 

Article cannot be suspended except during the period of Emergency. 

Significance of Article 32 

1. The Article is included in Part III of the Constitutionwith other fundamental rights including 

to Equality, Freedom of Speech and Expression, Life and Personal Liberty, and Freedom of Religion. 

2. Only if any of these fundamental rights is violated can a person can approach the Supreme 

Court directlyunder Article 32. 

3. In the Constituent Assembly debates, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar said that without article 32 this 

Constitution would be a nullity. He further said that “It is the very soul of the Constitutionand the 

very heart of it” 

4. Article 32 is one of the greatest safeguardsthat can be provided for the safety and security 

of the individual. 

5. Since Article 32 gives a person the right to approach the Supreme Court as a remedy if 

fundamental rights are violated, “it is a right fundamental to all the fundamental rights” guaranteed 

under the Constitution. 

Can High Courts be approached in cases of violation of fundamental rights? 

1. Both the High Courts and the Supreme Court can be approached for violation or enactment 

of fundamental rights through five kinds of writs 

2. In civil or criminal matters, the first remedy available to an aggrieved person is that of trial 

courts, followed by an appeal in the High Court and then the Supreme Court. 

3. When it comes to violation of fundamental rights, an individual can approach the High Court 

under Article 226 or the Supreme Court directly under Article 32. Article 226, however, is not a 

fundamental right like Article 32. 

Supreme Court’s observations on Article 32: 

1. In Romesh Thappar vs State of Madras (1950), the Supreme Court observed that Article 32 

provides a “guaranteed” (SC cannot refuse) remedy for the enforcement of fundamental rights. 
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2. During the Emergency, in Additional District Magistrate, Jabalpur vs S S Shukla (1976), the 

Supreme Court had said that the citizen loses his right to approach the court under Article 32 

Recent trends: 

1. In the case of the journalist Siddique Kappan,the court asked why the petitioners could not 

go to the High Court. It has sought responses from the Centre and the UP government, and will hear 

the case later this week. 

2. In another case invoking Article 32, filed by a Nagpur-based man arrested in three cases for 

alleged defamatory contentagainst Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray and others, the same Bench 

directed him to approach the High Court first. 

3. In another matter, three-judge Bench of SC had issued a contempt notice to the Assistant 

Secretary of the Maharashtra Assembly who, in a letter to Republic TV editor-in-chief Arnab 

Goswami,had questioned him for approaching the top court against the breach-of-privilege 

notice. The court had then said that the right to approach the Supreme Court under Article 32 is 

itself a fundamental right 

4. The above instances have been cited by Citizen Activists to criticize the working of Judiciary 

where access to Justice at apex level is liable to influence and power. 

Conclusion 

Constitutional experts say that it is eventually at the discretion of the Supreme Court and each 

individual judge to decide whether an intervention is warranted in a case, which could also be heard 

by the High Court first. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Discuss the decreasing financial capacity of the Indian states; the causative factors and 

its consequences in the current times. Comment with respect to the issue of fiscal 

federalism in India.  (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article discusses the decreasing financial capacity of the states; the causative factors and its 
consequences. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the issues and challenges facing the fiscal federalism in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Firstly explain what fiscal federalism is, and brief upon the challenges that the Indian states are 
facing currently. 
Body: 
Comment upon the decreasing financial capacity of the states; declining actual devolution, shrinking 
divisible pool, GST shortfall, unavailability/shortfall in central grants etc. 
Discuss the consequences of the above said factors on the financial capacity of the States. Due to the 
combined effect of cutbacks in devolution, the shrinking divisible pool, failure to pay full GST 
compensation this year and fall in Central grants, the States may experience a fall of 20%-25% in 
their revenues for the current fiscal year. 
Explain both short term and long term impact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that States are at the forefront of development and growth. Strong states lead to a 
stronger India. Given that the weakening of states serves neither federalism nor national interest, 
there is the need to guard against any such policies that weaken the states’ status or capabilities. 
Introduction: 

The slowdown in GDP growth in 2020-’21 on account of the Covid-19 lockdown will result in 

considerable revenue losses for both the Central and state governments. Several state governments 

have reported huge shortfall in their revenue collection during the first two months of 2020-’21. The 

fiscal stress on state governments due to revenue loss will be further aggravated by the decline in 

tax devolution by the Union government. Lower tax collection by the Union government would 

mean lower devolution to states. 

Body 

Federalism in the time of pandemic: Challenges to fiscal federalism 

1. Fiscal woes: The economic slowdown prior to the Covid-19 outbreak resulted in lower 

revenues for both the Union and state governments, as evident from their budgets. 

1. The Union government’s revised estimates of tax collections (net of devolution to states) for 

2019-’20 were about 8.8% lower than its 2019-’20 budget estimates. 

2. GST revenues were lower by 7.7% and devolution to states by 18.9%. 

3. An examination of the 2020-’21 budgets of 26 states show as similar trend. 

4. The 2019-’20 revised estimates of devolution are lower by 15.6% as compared to the 2019-

’20 budget estimates, their own tax revenues being lower by 4.6% while total revenue receipts by 

about 4.3%. 

2. State’s dwindling resources: The findings suggest that recent changes in India’s fiscal 

architecture, including the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime, and increase in state shares for the 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSSs) had placed state finances in a precarious position, even prior to 

the crisis. 

3. Struggling for fiscal space: The announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi of the Rs 

20-lakh crore Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self-reliant India Campaign) package left many 

scrambling with the fiscal maths. 

0. Even for additional borrowing under Article 293(3), states will be required to obtain 

the permission of the Union government. 
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4. Increasing dependency on Centre: The dependency of states on the Centre for revenues has 

increased, with the share of the revenue from own sources declining from 55% in 2014-15 to 50.5% 

in 2020-21. 

0. While part of this is inherent in India’s fiscal structure, wherein states are the big 

spenders and the Centre controls the purse strings, the situation has been 

exacerbated by the introduction of the GST. 

1. Barring a few exceptions, such as petroleum products, property tax, and alcohol 

excise, indirect taxes have, to a large degree, been subsumed under the GST regime, 

eroding the ability of states to raise their own revenues. 

5. Shortfall in devolution: Adding to state woes is the significant divergence in past periods 

between the amount of GST compensation owed and the actual payments made, including for states 

such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand that need greater fiscal support. 

0. Even before Covid-19 hit, 11 states estimated a revenue growth rate below the 

estimated 14% level, implying higher amounts will be owed as GST compensation. 

1. With the bulk of the states’ GST coming from goods such as electronics, fashion, and 

entertainment — all of which have been impacted by the pandemic — these 

revenues are likely to decline further. 

6. Different Post-lockdown agenda: For instance, when Kerala took a decision to allow 

restaurants to open based on its own risk assessment, the state was pressured by the Centre to 

cancel such permit. 

7. 15th FC Devolution was reduced to 41% from 42% and three states including Karnataka and 

Telangana saw decrease in the total amount being devolved since last time. Special grant 

recommendations to these states was not accepted by the Centre. 

However, it is India’s elastic federal structural that has made the pandemic fight more stronger, with 

all the states working as a united force under the guidelines of the Centre at apex. 

Way-Forward 

To sum up, for a large federal country of a mind-boggling diversity, India’s ability to fight Covid-19 

pandemic largely rests on how well it manages its Centre-state relation. 

1. When compared with other large federal countries such as the US, the country has done 

very well to minimize the frictions and provide a sense of direction to the states. 

2. However, tackling Covid-19 as seen from the experience of other countries would require 

a differential and agile response across states and the Centre has at best to play the role of 

a mentor in providing leadership and resource support. 

3. The rigid approach as evident in lockdown phase would prove a major hurdle. States must 

be cleared their dues and be given ample fiscal space to ensure economy is revived. 

4. States must be allowed to lead in terms of reviving economy, generating income support, 

jobs while contain the virus at the same time. 
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5. The next big change will come when the current Centre-state relationship gets redefined in a 

way that enables the 28 states to become federal in the true sense – as self-sustaining economic 

territories in matters of energy, water, food production and waste recycling. 

6. Our economic geography of production, transport and communication has to change – it has 

to become distributive rather than being focused towards the Centre. 

7. Centrally distributed funds will need to be directed specifically to build the capacities of each 

state. 

 The instruments will enable them to embark on a sustainable economic 

recovery whose base is widely distributed across the various panchayats and 

districts of each state. 

 Driving distributive recovery will be energy, transport, supply chains, public 

administration, rule of law, agriculture and rural development. 

8. In short, the real cooperative federalism which the Centre has been espousing for many 

years is now put on test and the Centre must ensure states are given full cooperation to battle the 

challenge. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

What do you understand by judicial barbarism? How democratic barbarism and judicial 

barbarism are related? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains to us in what way judicial barbarism is now a systematic phenomenon with deep 
institutional roots. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to discuss the concept of judicial barbarism and differentiate it from democratic 
barbarism. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Set the context of the question by briefly narrating the background of it. 
Body: 
Start by defining what judicial barbarism is. 
Discuss in detail the components of it; Overwhelming appearance of arbitrariness in judicial decision-
making. The application of law becomes so dependent on the arbitrary whims of individual judges 
that the rule of law or constitutional terms no longer has any meaning. 
Then present the concept of democratic barbarism, differentiate the two. 
Discuss their implications. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done to avoid slipping into such barbarism. 
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Introduction: 

Application of law becomes dependant on arbitrary whims of individual judges that the rule of law 

or constitutional terms no longer mean anything is known as judicial barbarism. When the law itself 

becomes a tool for oppression, it turns out to be Democratic Barbarism. Judicial barbarism is now a 

systematic phenomenon with deep institutional roots. 

Body: 

Components of judicial barbarism: 

1. Overwhelming appearance of arbitrariness in judicial decision-making. 

2. The application of law becomes so dependent on the arbitrary whimsof individual judges 

that the rule of law or constitutional terms no longer have any meaning. 

3. The law becomes an instrument of oppression. 

4. The court becomes excessively concerned with its version of lese majesty: Like a scared 

monarch. 

5. Democratic barbarism has been part of a global trend. For example, in Turkey, Poland and 

Hungary the judiciary aids democratic barbarism. 

Relationship between the democratic barbarism and judicial barbarism: 

1. Democratic barbarism: It is a politics that sees protest, dissent, and freedom of expression 

all through the prism of potential enemies of the state. It occurs when the state treats a section of 

its own citizenry as enemies of the people. 

2. Judicial barbarism: For example, weak protection for civil liberties and dissenters and an 

unusual degree of deference to state power, especially in constitutional matters. Giving judicial form 

to the language of democratic barbarism. 

Signs that Indian judiciary slipping into judicial barbarism: 

1. Misuse of Power of contempt: Maintaining credibility by its power of contempt.It is now a 

systematic phenomenon with deep institutional roots. 

2. Favouritism in listing of cases: The court has refused to do timely hearings of casesthat go 

to the heart of the institutional integrity of a democracy. For example, the electoral bonds case. 

3. Arbitrariness in courts processes: The rules for the grant or denial of bail by the Supreme 

Court and correspondingly by several high courts have reached new levels of arbitrariness. For 

example, Patriots like Sudha Bharadwaj or thinkers like Anand Teltumbde are being denied bail. 

Similarly, the fate of so many young student anti-CAA protestors remains uncertain. 

Possible implications of the institutional efficiencies: 

1. Legitimises bad laws: Barbarism will slowly creep into the ideological foundations of the 

state. For example, legislation on “love jihad”. 

2. Growth of Inequality: Few people are not treated equal citizens before the law. The 

democratic barbarism now directly aided by judicial power. 
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3. Affects Fundamental Rights: As per Justice SA Bobde’s that the Supreme Court is trying to 

discourage the use of Article 32. Article 32 is one of the glories of the Indian Constitution that 

protects fundamental rights. It can be suspended only in a state of emergency. 

Conclusion: 

Every issue should not be thought through the prism of partisan combat. There is need to protect 

the respectability for the institution. 

Article 32 makes the apex court into a “people’s court”. Critically discuss in light of 

recent happenings in the Supreme Court of India. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  

Introduction: 

A Supreme Court Bench headed by Chief Justice of India S A Bobde has observed that it is “trying to 

discourage” individuals from filing petitions under Article 32 of the Constitution. The observation 

came during the hearing of a petition seeking the release of journalist Siddique Kappan, who was 

arrested with three others while on their way to Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, to report on an alleged 

gangrape and murder. 

Body: 

1. What is Article 32? 

1. Article 32 deals with the ‘Right to Constitutional Remedies’, or affirms the right to move the 

Supreme Court by appropriate proceedings for the enforcement of the rights conferred in Part III of 

the Constitution. 

2. It states that the Supreme Court “shall have power to issue directions or orders or writs, 

including writs in the nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo warranto and certiorari, 

whichever may be appropriate, for the enforcement of any of the rights conferred by this Part”. 

3. CJI M Hidayatullah in Tilokchand (1970) said that what Article 32 does is to keep open “the 

doors of this court” and requires the state not to put any hindrance to a person seeking to approach 

the Court. 
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1. What are exceptions to the article 32? 

1. The Court regards Article 32 as a judicial power subject to the fundamental principles of 

administration of justice. 

2. It does not mean that the Court must ignore and trample under foot all laws of procedure, 

evidence, limitation, res judicata and the like. 

3. Justice MP Thakkar and Kanubhai Brahmbhatt observed that time for imposing self-

discipline has already come, even if it involves shedding of some amount of institutional ego and to 

inspire confidence in the litigants that justice will be meted out to them. 

1. Evolution of New facets of Article 32: 

1. In 1950, it has ruled that powers under Article 32 are not limited to the exercise of 

prerogative writs. 

2. In 1987 the Court ruled that it has powers to rule for compensation of violation of 

fundamental rights. 

3. In 1999 it said that this power extended to the rectification of its own mistakes or errors. 

4. The Court has also upheld (in 1997) the 50th amendment enlarging the scope of this article 

against a challenge of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

1. What have been the Supreme Court’s recent observations on Article 32? 

1. In Romesh Thappar vs State of Madras (1950), the Supreme Court observed that Article 32 

provides a “guaranteed” remedy for the enforcement of fundamental rights. 
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2. This Court is thus constituted the protector and guarantor of fundamental rights, and it 

cannot, consistently with the responsibility so laid upon it, refuse to entertain applications seeking 

protection against infringements of such rights,” the court observed. 

3. During the Emergency, in Additional District Magistrate, Jabalpur vs S S Shukla (1976), the 

Supreme Court had said that the citizen loses his right to approach the court under Article 32. 

4. Finally, Constitutional experts say that it is eventually at the discretion of the Supreme Court 

and each individual judge to decide whether an intervention is warranted in a case, which could also 

be heard by the High Court first. 

5. Article 32 is not absolute. The Supreme Court decides on what “appropriate proceedings” 

should be for it to be so moved. 

6. Discrimination in bail where one case is fast tracked whereas others are consigned to slow 

moving judicial action. 

7. Scandalous judicial delays and a bold resolution of “who watches the watchman” syndrome 

demand urgent response. 

Conclusion: 

Yale historian Rohit De reminds us vividly, Article 32 makes the apex court into a “people’s court”. 

And future historians should not be able to conclude that the Court deliberately dealt deathblows to 

this “soul” of the Constitution, as Babasaheb Ambedkar described Article 32 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Present a detailed comparison of pardoning powers of president and Governor in India. 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court has said that the Multi-Disciplinary Monitoring Agency (MDMA) investigation 
into the larger conspiracy behind Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination in 1991 need not deter the Tamil Nadu 
Governor from deciding the plea for pardon of convicts, who have been serving their sentence in jail 
for over two decades. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to draw a detailed comparison of pardoning powers of president and Governor in India. 
Directive: 
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what pardoning powers are. 
Body: 
Article 161 mentions the Pardoning Power of the Governor. When a convict has committed an 
offence against state law, the concerned punishment can be granted the pardon, reprieve, respite 
and remission by the Governor of the state. 
Differentiate between Pardoning Powers of Governor and the President in detail (tabulate them for 
better presentation). Give relevant examples/case studies. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rajiv-murder-case-probe-into-larger-conspiracy-does-not-concern-convicts-already-in-jail-says-sc/article33010749.ece#:~:text=The%20Supreme%20Court%20on%20Tuesday,serving%20their%20sentence%20in%20jail


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 27 

Conclusion: 
Present the importance of the two and conclude. 
Introduction: 

Article 72 and 161 of the Indian Constitution empowers the President and the governors of States 

respectively to grant pardons for the sentence. However, the ambit of President’s pardoning power 

is wider than that of Governor. 

Pardoning is an act of kindness that reduces the punishment conferred under the law for the offence 

and restores the rights and privileges lost on account of the offence. It can be granted to individuals 

who have been convicted of any offence against a law or sentenced by a court martial and for 

sentence of death. 

The Supreme Court has said that the Multi-Disciplinary Monitoring Agency (MDMA) investigation 

into the larger conspiracy behind Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination in 1991 need not deter the Tamil Nadu 

Governor from deciding the plea for pardon of convicts, who have been serving their sentence in jail 

for over two decades. 

Body: 

Need for Pardoning powers: 

1. Pardons can be granted when individuals are deemed to have demonstrated that they have 

“paid their debt to society”, or are otherwise considered to be deserving of them. It is a form of 

reformative justice. 

2. Pardons are sometimes offered to persons who were either wrongfully convicted or who 

claim that they were wrongfully convicted. 

3. Pardons are sometimes seen as a mechanism for combating corruption, allowing a particular 

authority to circumvent a flawed judicial process to free someone that is seen as wrongly convicted. 

Similarities in the Pardoning power of the President and the Governor: 

1. Pardon: It removes both the sentence and the conviction and completely absolves the 

convict from all sentences, punishments and disqualifications. 

2. Commutation: It denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter form. For 

example, a death sentence may be commuted to rigorous imprisonment, which in turn may be 

commuted to a simple imprisonment. 

3. Remission: It implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character. For 

example, a sentence of rigorous imprisonment for two years may be remitted to rigorous 

imprisonment for one year. 

4. Respite: It denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded due to 

some special fact, such as the physical disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a woman offender. 

5. Reprieve: It implies a stay of the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a 

temporary period. Its purpose is to enable the convict to have time to seek pardon or commutation 

from the President. 

Difference between pardoning powers of president and governor: 
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The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning 

power of the Governor under Article 161. The power differs in the following two ways: 

1. Court martial: The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the 

punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the 

Governor. 

2. Death sentence: The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is 

sentence of death but pardoning power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. Even 

if a state law prescribes the death sentence, the power to grant pardon lies with the President and 

not the governor. 

Supreme Court cases have laid down various norms regarding pardoning power of president as 

below. 

1. In Maru Ram v Union of India, the Constitutional Bench of Supreme Court held that the 

power under Article 72 is to be exercised on the advice of the Central Government and not by the 

President on his own, and that the advice of the Government binds the head of the Republic. 

2. The Supreme Court in Ranga Billa case observed that the term pardon itself signifies that it 

is entirely a discretionary remedy and grant or rejection of it need not to be reasoned. 

3. Supreme Court in Kehar Singh v Union of India held that the grant of pardon by the 

President is an act of grace and, therefore, cannot be claimed as a matter of right. The power 

exercised by the President being exclusively of administrative nature, is not justiciable. 

4. Pardoning powers under Articles 72 and 161 is subject to judicial review. In Epuru Sudhakar 

vs Govt. Of A.P., the Supreme Court held that it is a well-set principle that a limited judicial review of 

exercise of clemency powers is available to the Supreme Court and High Courts. Granting of 

clemency by the President or Governor can be challenged on the following grounds: 

1. The order has been passed without application of mind. 

2. The order is malafide. 

3. The order has been passed on wholly irrelevant considerations. 

4. Relevant material has been kept out of consideration. 

5. The order is arbitrary. 

Conclusion: 

The pardoning power is founded on consideration of public good and is to be exercised on the 

ground of public welfare. Pardon may substantially help in saving an innocent person from being 

punished due to miscarriage of justice or in cases of doubtful conviction. The hope of being 

pardoned itself serves as an incentive for the convict to behave himself in the prison institution and 

thus, helps considerably in solving the issue of prison discipline. 
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Despite the guarantees in the Constitution, free speech, dissent and even legitimate 

criticism is looked at as an exercise in bad faith, and projected as an attack on 

democratically elected authority. Critically analyse the statement in the light of recently 

passed ordinance in the state of Kerala. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Kerala Governor recently signed an ordinance amending the law to give the police more powers to 
prosecute persons who exploit various communication platforms to slander fellow citizens. Thus the 
question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to critically examine the statement in question with the recent example of the Kerala 
ordinance related to free speech and dissent. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present briefly the background of the question; the ordinance has introduced a new provision, 
Section 118-A, to the Kerala Police Act, 2011. The amendment proposes three years of imprisonment 
and a fine of up to ₹10,000 for those convicted of producing, publishing or disseminating derogatory 
content through any means of communication to intimidate, insult or defame any person. 
Body: 
Present the issue at hand; what are the concerns with the amendment through the ordinance; the 
drastic amendment to the Kerala Police Act, 2011, would give the local law enforcement more 
powers to curb defamation. The ordinance would allow whimsical interpretations by law 
enforcement agencies. 
Opposition parties, journalists’ bodies and civil rights activists see it as a threat to the freedom of the 
press and free speech in the State. It is argued that the amendment would reverse the course on 
media freedom, muzzle free speech and jeopardize civil liberties. 
Throw light on Section 66 A of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that despite the guarantees in the Constitution, free speech, dissent and even legitimate 
criticism is looked at as an exercise in bad faith, and projected as an attack on democratically elected 
authority. As a result, existing laws are being weaponised to arrest journalists and citizens for a 
tweet or a slogan or a Facebook post. 
Introduction: 

Kerala Governor recently signed an ordinance amending the law to give the police more powers to 

prosecute persons who exploit various communication platforms to slander fellow citizens. The 

ordinance has introduced a new provision, Section 118-A, to the Kerala Police Act, 2011. The 

amendment proposes three years of imprisonment and a fine of up to ₹10,000 for those convicted 

of producing, publishing or disseminating derogatory content through any means of communication 

to intimidate, insult or defame any person. 

Body: 

Issues with the ordinance: 
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1. The drastic amendment to the Kerala Police Act, 2011, would give the local law enforcement 

more powers to curb defamation. 

2. The ordinance would allow whimsical interpretations by law enforcement agencies. 

3. Opposition parties, journalists’ bodies and civil rights activists see it as a threat to the 

freedom of the press and free speech in the State. It is argued that the amendment would reverse 

the course on media freedom, muzzle free speech and jeopardize civil liberties. 

4. It is opined that conferring power on the police to gauge mental injury, loss of reputation 

and such matters due to dissemination of information would result in widespread abuse. 

5. And in the light of the growing use of the internet and social media as a medium of 

exercising this right, access to this medium has also been recognized as a fundamental human right. 

6. Another aspect of worry was that it gave power to the police to file suo-motu cases against 

anyone. 

SECTION 66 A of the IT ACT 2000 

1. In 2015, the Supreme Court struck down Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 

2000, which gave the government power to arrest and imprison an individual for allegedly offensive 

online posts. 

2. The court ruled that as it did not distinguish between speech that was merely “offensive or 

annoying” and that which was guilty of inciting a disruption of public order, Section 66A was liable to 

have a chilling effect on free speech. 

3. The same judgment also declared as invalid Section 118 (d) of the Kerala Police Act, which 

prescribed a jail term for those who caused annoyance to others by indecent statements, comments, 

calls or messages. In effect, the new ordinance tries to resurrect a section struck down as 

unconstitutional by the apex court. 

4. It lay in the fact that it had created an offence on the basis of undefined actions: such as 

causing “inconvenience, danger, obstruction and insult”. 

5. These did not fall among the exceptions granted under Article 19 of the Constitution, which 

guarantees the freedom of speech. 

Conclusion: 

Despite the guarantees in the Constitution, free speech, dissent and even legitimate criticism is 

looked at as an exercise in bad faith, and projected as an attack on democratically elected authority. 

As a result, existing laws are being weaponised to arrest journalists and citizens for a tweet or a 

slogan or a Facebook post. 

The ordinance decides to strike a blow against liberty and is a sign of an endemic intolerance to 

dissent, cutting across ideological lines. The institutions of a mature democracy should shrug off 

such comments. The Kerala government must withdraw an ordinance that does not pass the 

constitutional test. 
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Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act 

What are the reasons for not being able to curb the menace of Criminalisation of 

politics? Analyse and suggest solutions to address it. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court has said this in response to a report filed by a committee of the Madras High 
Court that has questioned the constitutional validity of setting up Special Courts to exclusively try 
MPs and MLAs for various crimes. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is based on the issue of criminalization of politics in the country.   
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Brief on the factors of Criminalisation of politics in the country, give statistics to justify. 
Body: 
Explain what Criminalisation of politics is. Discuss the various factors responsible for it; lack of 
political will, ill enforcement of laws, narrow self-interests of individuals and politicians. 
In few lines explain their effect; how they are against the constitution, against the true values of a 
Democracy etc. 
List the demerits, suggest what needs to be done to overcome and address the challenges posed by 
it. 
Discuss the efforts of the apex court (Related judgments) to curb the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions and way forward. 
Introduction: 

Criminalization of Politics means that the criminals entering the politics and contesting elections and 

even getting elected to the Parliament and state legislature. Criminalization of politics is the focus of 

public debate when discussion on electoral reforms takes place. 

A February 2020 Supreme Court judgement on Criminalization in politics may have far-reaching 

consequences for Indian democracy. The judgment was passed in a contempt of court case filed 

against the Chief Election Commissioner of India. The petition claimed the ECI had failed to take any 

steps to ensure the implementation of a 2018 judgment of the bench, which had made it mandatory 

for political parties to declare and publish all criminal cases pending against their candidates. 

Body: 
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Data from the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) indicate that 179 out of the 543 elected 

MPs in the present Lok Sabha have some kind of criminal case pending against them. In the case of 

over 100 MPs, the cases were of a very serious nature such as crimes against women and 

kidnapping. 

 Reasons why criminalization of politics still exists in India: 

Corruption: 

1. In every election political parties put up candidates with a criminal background. 

2. Evident link between criminality and the probability of winning is further reinforced when 

winnability of a candidate is looked into. A candidate facing criminal charges is twice as likely to win 

as a clean candidate. 

Vote Bank: 

1. The political parties and independent candidates have astronomical expenditure for vote 

buying and other illegitimate purposes through these criminals. 

Denial of Justice and Rule of Law: 

1. Toothless laws against convicted criminals standing for elections further encourage this 

process. Under current law, only people who have been convicted at least on two counts be 

debarred from becoming candidates. This leaves the field open for charge sheeted criminals, many 

of whom are habitual offenders or history-sheeters. 
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2. Constitution does not specify what disqualifies an individual from contesting in an election 

to a legislature. 

3. It is the Representation of People Act which specifies what can disqualify an individual from 

contesting an election. The law does not bar individuals who have criminal cases pending against 

them from contesting elections 

Lack of governance: 

1. The root of the problem lies in the country’s poor governance capacity. 

Scarcity of state capacity: 

1. The scarcity of state capacity is the reason for the public preferring ‘strongmen’ who can 

employ the required pulls and triggers to get things done. 

2. Criminality, far from deterring voters, encourages them because it signals that the candidate 

is capable of fulfilling his promises and securing the interests of the constituency. 

1. No political party is free of this problem. The use of muscle power along with money power 

is a weapon used by all political parties to maximize electoral gains. 

2. With cases dragging in courts for years, a disqualification based on conviction becomes 

ineffective. Low conviction rates in such cases compounds the problem; voters don’t mind electing 

candidates facing criminal cases. 

3. Voter behavior then emboldens political parties to give tickets to such candidates who can 

win an election on their ticket etc.  

Landmark judgments pertaining to criminalization of Politics:  

1. The Supreme Court has taken a timely decision by agreeing to hear a plea from the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) to direct political parties to not field candidates with criminal antecedents 

2. The immediate provocation is the finding that 46% of Members of Parliament have criminal 

records. 

3. While the number might be inflated as many politicians tend to be charged with relatively 

minor offences — “unlawful assembly” and “defamation” — the real worry is that the current cohort 

of Lok Sabha MPs has the highest (29%) proportion of those with serious declared criminal cases 

compared to its recent predecessors. 

4. The Supreme Court has come up with a series of landmark judgments on addressing this 

issue. 

5. It removed the statutory protection of convicted legislators from immediate disqualification 

in 2013, and in 2014, directed the completion of trials involving elected representatives within a 

year. 

6. In 2017, it asked the Centre to frame a scheme to appoint special courts to exclusively try 

cases against politicians, and for political parties to publicize pending criminal cases faced by their 

candidates in 2018. 

7. But these have not been a deterrent to legislators with dubious credentials. Perhaps what 

would do the trick is a rule that disallows candidates against whom charges have been framed in 
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court for serious offences, but this is something for Parliament to consider as an amendment to the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

8. This denouement, however, is still a pie in the sky given the composition of the Lower House 

with a number of representatives facing serious cases. 

RPA Criminalization of politics: 

1. Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections 

only after their conviction in a criminal case. 

2. Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted 

with a sentence of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to 

be eligible to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case (2013), however, ended this unfair advantage. 

Challenges: 

1. Election Commission has limited powers to legislate on such laws. 

2. Public opinion too is not firm on the issue. 

3. A survey found that opinion was divided when people were asked whether they would vote 

for an honest candidate who may not get their work done, or a tainted candidate who could get 

their work done. 

4. While political parties raise concern about candidates with a tainted background contesting 

elections, none of them come forward to set an example for others when it is time to act. 

5. In the present criminal justice system, it takes years, probably decades, to complete the trial 

against a politician. 

6. Those with political influence have taken full advantage by delaying hearings, obtaining 

repeated adjournments and filing innumerable interlocutory petitions to stall any progress. 

7. They also engage in corruption and infect the bureaucracy and the police. 

 Way Forward: – 

1. Law panel report bats for using the time of the framing of charges to initiate disqualification 

as an appropriate measure to curb the criminalization of politics. 

2. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted. 

3. The RPA Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature 

are pending from contesting elections. 

4. Bringing greater transparency in campaign financing is going to make it less attractive for 

political parties to involve gangsters 

5. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts 

of political parties, or political parties’ finances should be brought under the right to information 

(RTI) law 

6. Broader governance will have to improve for voters to reduce the reliance on criminal 

politicians. 
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7. Fast-track courts are necessary because politicians are able to delay the judicial process and 

serve for decades before prosecution. 

8. The Election Commission must take adequate measures to break the nexus between the 

criminals and the politicians. 

9. The forms prescribed by the Election Commission for candidates disclosing their convictions, 

cases pending in courts and so on in their nomination papers is a step in the right direction if it 

applied properly. 

10. Addressing the entire value chain of the electoral system will be the key to solving the puzzle 

of minimizing criminal elements from getting elected to our legislatures. This process would involve 

sensitizing the electorate about the role and responsibility of the elected representatives. 

11. Political parties will have to be encouraged to have stronger inner party democracy to 

attract this new set of leaders to join the party. And finally, our judicial system will have to be 

overhauled drastically to ensure that justice is dispensed swiftly in all cases. 

Conclusion: 

While judicial pronouncements on making it difficult for criminal candidates to contest are 

necessary, only enhanced awareness and increased democratic participation could create the right 

conditions for the decriminalization of politics. 

“Politicians are elected, not selected”, in this context discuss in what way most electoral 

systems are faulty around the world with special focus on India. (250 words) 
Reference: Deccan Herald  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a detailed picture of electoral system around the world, and the faults in it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to bring out the lacunae present in the electoral system, the issues arising out of them and 
give examples from the Indian context. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present first how Indian electoral system is based on elections and not on selections. 
Body: 
List down the issues involved in the electoral systems in general, explain with specific examples. 
 Provide for Indian context – elected representatives never visit their constituencies after being 
elected, let alone improving the plight of the people who voted them to power. In India, a substantial 
proportion of voters belong to economically backward classes. 
Suggest what needs to be done, give few suggestions, and hint at the developments that have 
happened recently to address these issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

An electoral system or voting system is a set of rules that determine how elections and referendums 

are conducted and how their results are determined. Elections in India (world’s second-most 
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populous country) seek overwhelming popular participation, where electoral candidates try to woo 

the voters by promising long-term reforms, such as better governance, greater socioeconomic 

equity, poverty alleviation, etc. 

Body: 

Faults in the electoral system: 

India’s political culture has been vitiated by unprecedented waves of populism, jingoism, 

sectarianism and confrontational politics. 

Money Power & Freebies 

1. According to the report of the National Commission to Review the Working of the 

Constitution (NCRWC), high cost of elections creates a high degree of compulsion for corruption in 

the public arena. 

2. Vote-buying: The rise of illegitimate expenditure on vote-buying has become a matter of 

great concern as it is making only the rich to be more qualified to become an MP or an MLA. 

3. In 17th Lok Sabha (2019-present), 475 Parliamentarians (accounting for 88%) 

are ‘crorepatis’. This reflects the paradoxical situation of poor India with rich Parliamentarians 

raising concerns about the growing role of money power in politics. 

4. Freebies: Ranging from rice at cheapest rates to laptops & bicycles. These promises may be 

targeted at particular groups of electorate like BPL families, weaker sections of the society, women, 

handicapped etc. 

5. No process in place by which the politicians can be selected. It is a free-for-all situation. 

Paid News: 

1. Any news or analysis appearing in any media (Print and Electronic) for a price in cash or kind. 

This creates a hurdle for the Election Commission of India (ECI) to conduct the smooth run-off 

elections in a free, fair and transparent manner. 

Issuance of Secret Bonds 

1. Anonymous feature of Electoral Bonds defeats the fundamental principle of transparency in 

political finance. 

Criminalisation of Politics 

1. Due to existing strong nexus between the criminals and some politicians abusing the 

loopholes in the present system. 

Flaws in the Criminal Justice System 

1. The rate of conviction for politicians is abysmally low, with just 6% in criminal cases. 

Caste-based Politics 

1. Desire for power on the caste-lines rather than a substantial agenda for social reform of 

the downtrodden. 

Reforms needed in Electoral system in India: 
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1. State Funding of Elections: System in which the State bears the election expenditure of 

political parties that are contesting elections. Limit on Party expenditure 

2. Simultaneous Polls: Reducing the costs of holding elections by the ECI and spending by 

political parties. 

3. Central Legislation: In the Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India 

2018 case, SC put the onus on the Parliament to frame a law to prevent criminalization of politics 

and take concerted efforts to cleanse the political system of the country. 

4. Law Commission in its 255th Report on Electoral Reforms inter-alia recommended 

strengthening of the office of the ECI in order to provide more independence and tooth to the 

institution. 

1. Political parties need to rise morally and self-discipline themselves restricting their use of 

money power. Also, the flow of black money into the election process needs to be taken care off. 

2. Political parties need to be brought under the ambit of Right to Information Act (RTI) Act, 

2005. 

3. All parties should be given equal media space or air time so as to provide a level playing 

field. 

4. Voters need to be educated regarding the significance of their vote. They should be 

made aware & well-informed about the candidate they seek to vote, thereby rejecting those who 

try to entice them with freebies. 

Way Forward 

1. Need of fixing governance system and effective regulation of political financing along with 

bold reforms to break the vicious cycle of corruption and erosion of quality of democratic polity. 

2. Long-term empowerment of local body/ localised power must be done so that people could 

see the changes happening immediately at their level and could actualise & understand the value of 

vote. 

3. Also, local bureaucracy must be made accountable & held responsible so that their burden 

is not borne by the political parties. 

4. The constitutional functionaries, who have taken the pledge to uphold the constitutional 

principles, are charged with the responsibility to ensure that the existing political framework does 

not get tainted with the evil of corruption. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

In the backdrop of World toilet day which is celebrated every year on 19th November, 

Discuss the need for sustainable sanitation systems in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: www.un.org 
Why the question: 
World Toilet Day 2020‘was celebrated on 19th November under ‘Swachh Bharat Mission – Grameen; 
Union Minister of Jal Shakti to felicitate top Districts/States with ‘Swachhata Puraskar’. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for sustainable sanitation systems in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present an overview of the context in question; World Toilet Day has been an annual United Nations 
Observance since 2013. It celebrates toilets and raises awareness of the 4.2 billion people living 
without access to safely managed sanitation. 
Body: 
Explain that it is about taking action to tackle the global sanitation crisis and achieve Sustainable 
Development Goal 6: water and sanitation for all by 2030. 
A well-functioning toilet is connected to a sanitation system that takes away and deals with human 
waste. 
Discuss the importance of having sustainable sanitation systems in the country, discuss what 
sustainable sanitation systems are, how they can be achieved. 
Present the efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting their importance to the overall growth and development of the country. 
 

Introduction: 

Mahatma Gandhi said "Sanitation is more important than independence". He made 

cleanliness and sanitation an integral part of the Gandhian way of living. Keeping this thought 

supreme, the government launched the Swachh Bharat Mission on October 2, 2014, and for 

facilitation of citizens Swachhata Puraskar.  

  UN celebrates World Toilet Day and raises awareness of the 4.2 billion people living without 

access to safely managed sanitation. It is about taking action to tackle the global sanitation crisis and 

achieve Sustainable Development Goal 6: water and sanitation for all by 2030. 

Body: 

Sustainable sanitation begins with a toilet that effectively captures human waste in a safe, 

accessible, and dignified setting. The waste then gets stored in a tank, which can be emptied later by 

a collection service, or transported away by pipework. 

The next stage is treatment and safe disposal. Safe reuse of human waste helps save water, reduces 

and captures greenhouse gas emissions for energy production, and can provide agriculture with a 

reliable source of water and nutrients. 

Need of Sanitation system: 

 Everyone must have sustainable sanitation, alongside clean water and handwashing 

facilities, to help protect and maintain our health security and stop the spread of deadly 

infectious diseases such as COVID-19, cholera, and typhoid. 

 Toilets can help us to fight climate change too! Wastewater and sludge from toilets contain 

valuable water, nutrients, and energy. Sustainable sanitation systems make productive use 

of waste to safely boost agriculture and reduce and capture emissions for greener energy. 
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 Open defecation and women security issues, privacy for women.  

 Girls drop out in rural due to lack of toilets suffering health issues during menstruation.  

 Down to Earth reported 210 million people lack access to improved basic sanitation in India.  

 India confronted a grim situation, access to the household toilets was limited to under 40% 

of the overall population. 

 Issues: 

 The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) has flagged irregularities in the 

construction of toilets in schools by Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs).  

 The objective of providing separate toilets for boys and girls was not fulfilled in 27% of the 

schools. 

 Maintenance and Sanitation: 

 75% of toilets did not follow the norm for daily cleaning at least once a day. 

 Construction Issues:  

 almost 40% of toilets were non-existent, partially completed or unused. 

 Construction of toilets is considered still a taboo in some sections of society.  

 Lack of dedicated funds, poor maintenance, poor water availability is some of the 

challenges.  

Government Initiatives: 

 Through SBM, India received a new thrust, with focus shifting from sewerage networks to 

sanitation, putting in place a time-bound plan to improve access to toilets across the 

country. 

 Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under the Ministry of Jal Shakti has 

launched the 10-year Rural Sanitation Strategy starting from 2019 up to 2029. 

 It lays down a framework to guide local governments, policy-makers, implementers and 

other relevant stakeholders in their planning for Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus status, 

where everyone uses a toilet, and every village has access to solid and liquid waste 

management. 

 The strategy aims to sustain the behavioral change regarding sanitation  

 ODF: An area can be notified or declared as ODF if at any point of the day, not even 

a single person is found defecating in the open. 

 ODF+: This status is given if at any point of the day, not a single person is 

found defecating and/or urinating in the open, and all community and public toilets 

are functional and well maintained. 

 ODF++: This status is given if the area is already ODF+ and the faecal sludge/septage 

and sewage are safely managed and treated, with no discharging or dumping of 

untreated faecal sludge and sewage into the open drains, water bodies or areas. 
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 Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched various initiatives to make SBM-U 

a successful project. Some of them include, 

ODF, ODF+ and ODF++ Protocol: 

 Norms under ODF: No visible faeces shall found in the environment and every 

household, as well as public/community institutions, should be using safe 

technology option for disposal of faeces. 

 Norms under ODF+: Not a single person should be defecating and/or urinating in 

open. All community and public toilets should be properly maintained and cleaned. 

 Norms under ODF++: Proper treatment and management of faecal sludge/septage 

and sewage is safely managed and treated. There should be no discharge or 

dumping of untreated faecal sludge/septage and sewage in drains, water bodies or 

open areas. 

 Water + Protocol: It is designed to ensure that no untreated wastewater is 

discharged into the open environment or water bodies. 

 Star rating protocol for Garbage free cities: It is based on 12 parameters which 

follow a SMART framework – Single metric, Measurable, Achievable, Rigorous 

verification mechanism and Targeted towards outcomes. 

 As on date, 4 cities namely, Indore (Madhya Pradesh), Ambikapur (Chattisgarh), 

Navi Mumbai (Maharashtra) and Mysuru (Karnataka) have been certified as 5-star 

cities. 

 Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs): MoHUA has also partnered with National 

Highways Authority of India(NHAI) to use the plastic waste for road construction. 

 Additionally, cities have been asked to set up adequate Material Recovery Facilities 

(MRFs) to handle the segregation, processing and recycle of plastic waste. 

 Swachh Survekshan: MoHUA launched the Swachh Survekshan 2020 (SS 

2020) league, a quarterly cleanliness assessment of cities and towns in India. 

 Safai karamcharis getting protective gears by SC orders.  

 Mechanising cleaning of sewers and drains under prohibition of employment as manual 

scavengers act, 2013 provides dignified life to manual scavengers.  

 Conclusion: 

Sustainability of sanitation is a key challenge as well as a scope to improve sanitation 

facilities in India. The Government should use more technical tools, expertise to develop a 

sustainable framework of latrines, sewages across the country, and strengthening capacity and 

capability building. Sustainability is not only related to the physical part of the issue, it additionally 

covers the physiological aspects where the attitude, behavior, and cultural beliefs of the society 

should be changed and people should accept the improved mean of sanitation rather continuing the 

decade old practices. 
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Discuss the problems being faced by the rural workers dependent 

on the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MGNREGS).(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The article presents the problems being faced by the rural workers dependent on the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the problems being faced by the rural workers dependent on the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss the issue at hand – According to a study by LibTech India, many of the workers are forced to 
make multiple trips to the bank, adding travel costs and income losses, and face repeated rejections 
of payment, biometric errors and wrong information, just to get their hands on their wages. 
The study found that almost 40% of the workers must make multiple trips to the bank branch to 
withdraw their money. It was also found that despite being informed that their wages had been 
credited, they found that the money was not in the accounts. 
The last mile challenges make it hard for workers to access their own wages in a timely manner. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the situation is exacerbated as transport becomes harder. 
Take hints from the article. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act is an employment scheme to 

enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of guaranteed demand 

based wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to 

do unskilled manual work under the ministry of Rural development. Beneficiaries are willing rural 

population, unskilled manual labourers and seasonally unemployed. 

It is because of its bottom up approach, towards governance and social security scheme to provide 

employment. 

Body: 

Setbacks suffered by Rural workers:  

 Many of the workers have to spend half of their wages to travelling to far distant banks to 

receive payments.  

 The beneficiaries are not able to receive the due amount payable to them, even after 

transaction messages received.  
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 Aadhar authentication is manipulated thus money siphoned off to middlemen.  

 Travel to banks cause spending of full day causing loss of time and wages.  

 At the bank, 42% of respondents from Jharkhand and 38% from Rajasthan had to spend over 

four hours to access their wages.  

 Lack of digital literacy and less telecom density. 36% TRAI reports rural India) causes 

communication gap.  

 Face repeated rejection due to biometric error and wrong information. 

 During COVID 19 pandemic transport availability was harder.  

 Less bank branches per capita in rural areas. Approximately one branch per 20 gram 

panchayats.  

 Lack of information, only one in 10 get SMS of their wages to be credited.  

 Rude behavior of officials: unprofessional and unwelcome attitude of bank employees 

towards the workers/ marginalized add a to the daily challenges of workers.  

 Lack of redressal mechanism 

 Inter State inequalities: in various states, daily wage of mgnrega workers is less than 

agriculture worker of states like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  

 Measures needed: 

 Increase the daily wage to recommended Rs. 375. 

 Set up a grievance redressal mechanism.  

 Gives emphasis on digitalisation of all process especially for payment document verification.  

 Provide training to deal with bank and work related problems.  

 Increase minimum guarantee work days from 100days. 

 Spread awareness about rural worker struggle to create an enabling environment in society.  

 Governmental measures taken: 

 Jan dhan scheme for opening bank account.  

 Digital India campaign to digitise official records and work.  

 Direct benefit transfer to remove Middlemen.  

 In COVID pandemic time, Government intensified infrastructure project to provide work to 

migrant and unemployed.  

 Conclusion: 

MGNREGA is a bottom-up, people-centred, demand-driven, self-selecting and rights-based 

programme. Thus, MGNREGA remains crucial for integrated resource management and livelihoods 

generation perspective. 
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Analyse how the new labour laws are an attack on workers’ ability to safeguard their 

rights.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article analyses how the new labour laws are an attack on workers’ ability to safeguard their 
rights. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way the new labour laws are an attack on workers’ ability to safeguard their rights. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present a brief background of labour law reforms in the country. 
Body: 
Labour law reform has been on the table since 1991 as every government’s favorite solution for 
economic growth. Yet, there was no consensus between governments, political parties, workers and 
their trade unions, and employers, on what this meant. 
In 2019, the Central Government introduced four bills on labour codes to consolidate 29 central laws. 
While the Wages Code was passed in 2019, the other three bills were referred to a Standing 
Committee on Labour. As per the recommendations of the Committee, the government replaced 
these bills with new ones in September 2020, and these were passed in the same month. 
Present the criticisms against it. List down the demerits. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting what needs to be done to address these issues. 
Introduction: 

The three new labour codes passed by Parliament recently acknowledge platform and gig workers 

as new occupational categories in the making. The specific issues of working in factories, the 

duration of time needed on a factory floor, and associated issues are recognised as the parameters 

for defining an ideal worker. 

The Code on Wages, 2019, tries to expand this idea by using ‘wages’ as the primary definition of 

who an ‘employee’ is. Yet, the terms ‘gig worker’, ‘platform worker’ and ‘gig economy’ not defined 

with in connection with their wages. 

The new Code on Social Security allows a platform worker to be defined by their vulnerability — not 

their labour, nor the vulnerabilities of platform work. 

Body: 

Issues with the code 

1. Since the laws are prescriptive, what is written within them creates the limits to what rights 

can be demanded, and how these rights can be demanded. 

2. Platform delivery people can claim benefits, but not labour rights. 

3. This distinction makes them beneficiaries of State programmes. 

4. This does not allow them to go to court to demand better and stable pay, or regulate the 

algorithms that assign the tasks. 
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5. This also means that the government or courts cannot pull up platform companies for lapses 

[ex. choice of pay, work hours etc.]. 

Benefits with no guarantee 

1. In the Code on Social Security, 2020, platform workers are now eligible for benefits like 

maternity benefits, life and disability cover, old age protection, provident fund, employment injury 

benefits, and so on. 

2. None of these are secure benefits. 

3. This means that from time to time, the Central government can formulate welfare schemes 

that cover these aspects of personal and work security, but they are not guaranteed. 

4. Actualising these benefits will depend on the political will at the Central and State 

government-levels and how unions elicit political support. 

5. The language in the Code is open enough to imply that platform companies can be called 

upon to contribute either solely or with the government. 

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, the workers have been abandoned by their employers and by the state 

tragically. Labour laws are civilizational goals and cannot be trumped on the excuse of a pandemic. 

Demand of the Employers: 

1. Employers now want labour laws to be relaxed. 

2. Several States have exempted industries from complying with various provisions of laws. 

3. The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has suggested 12-hour work shifts. 

4. It also wants the governments to issue directions to make workers join duty failing which the 

workers would face penal actions. 

5. This will take away the protection conferred on organised labour by Parliament. 

Conclusion: 

The ‘platform worker’ identity has the potential to grow in power and scope, but it will be mediated 

by politicians, election years, rates of under-employment, and large, investment- heavy technology 

companies that are notorious for not complying with local laws 

Will designating three capitals for the State of Andhra Pradesh promote ‘distributed 

development’? Analyse the concept of having multiple state capitals. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The editorial throws light upon the question “Will designating three capitals for the State of Andhra 
Pradesh promote ‘distributed development’” 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the issues and concerns associated with having multiple state capitals for an Indian State. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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The Andhra Pradesh government, in its previous session, proposed a three-capital plan for the state. 
As per the Andhra Pradesh Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of All Regions Bill, 2020, the 
State will have Visakhapatnam, Amravati and Kurnool respectively as the executive, legislative and 
judicial capitals of the State. 
Body: 
Start by elaborating the issues involved; the matter has become contentious and the Bill is facing 
myriad legal and procedural challenges. The proposal is set to replace the ambitious plan (of the 
previous government) of building Amravati as a world-class Greenfield capital city. 
Discuss the origin of the concept of three capitals, explain the challenges involved. The proposed 
three-capital plan claims to produce decentralized growth, but it should also be ensured that it 
achieves the primary goal of decentralized development, irrespective of how the functionalized 
multiple-capital plan plays out. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what should be the way forward and conclude. 
Introduction: 

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed the AP Decentralization and Inclusive 

Development of All Regions Bill, 2020 that intended to give shape to state government’s plan of 

having three-capital concept — executive capital in Visakhapatnam, legislative in Amaravati and 

judicial in Kurnool. Addressing the State Legislature through video conferencing from Raj Bhavan to 

formally mark the beginning of the Budget session of the Andhra Pradesh Assembly recently, the 

Governor said, under the three-capital concept, Decentralization of administration and inclusive 

development of all regions of the state was the key principle. 

Body: 

 

Rationale behind 3 capitals: 

1. The government says it is against building one mega capital while neglecting other parts of 

the state. Three capitals ensure equal development of different regions of the state. 
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2. Decentralization has been the central theme in recommendations of all major committees 

that were set up to suggest a suitable location for the capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

3. The other argument in favor is it sits in line with various reports like- Sribagh pact, which 

happened between Rayalaseema and coastal Andhra in 1937, where it was decided that if high court 

is in coastal Andhra, capital should be in Rayalaseema. but after the formation of Andhra Pradesh, it 

was left out and Hyderabad became the capital. 

4. Even the Justice SriKrishna committee, which was set up to decide the capital region for AP 

recommended having high court and other institutions in different regions. 

5. And a secretariat in Vizag can help in the development of regions like Vizianagaram and 

Srikakulam, which consists of most of the tribal and rural areas and are the most backward regions 

of the state. 

6. This may bring health and educational access to the region and may prevent uddanam like 

incidents, where several people are suffering from chronic kidney disease. 

7. Kurnool having a high court is like doing Justice to the district or even entire Rayalaseema, as 

it is the most backward region when compared with coastal Andhra and Telangana with Hyderabad 

at the time of bifurcation. 

8. The concept of two capital cities is not uncommon: nearly 15 countries across the world 

have multiple capitals. For instance, Bolivia, Georgia and the Netherlands have two capitals! South 

Africa has three capitals — Bloemfontein, Cape Town, and Pretoria — that house it’s judicial, 

legislative and executive branches. 

9. Examples of Indian States/UTs with ‘Second’ Capital: 

1. Kerala: where high court is in Kochi and the legislature and Secretariat in 

Thiruvananthapuram. And in Uttarakhand and Lucknow. 

2. Maharashtra: The winter session of the state legislature is held in Nagpur. It doesn’t have 

any legal status as a capital.” 

3. Himachal Pradesh: As of now, the winter session of the state legislature is held in 

Dharamshala. 

Benefits of having multiple state capitals: 

1. It widens the space for representative democracy. 

2. The Upper house act as a check on hasty actions by Legislative Assembly. 

3. They provide a forum for academicians and intellectuals to contribute to the legislative 

process. 

4. Academicians and intellectuals may not be suitable for the nature of electoral politics in 

Legislative Assembly. 

5. It provides a mechanism for a more serious appraisal of legislation. 

6. It would allow for more debate and sharing of work between the Houses. 

7. To act as a check on hasty actions by the popularly elected House. 
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8. To ensure that individuals who might not be cut out for the rough-and-tumble of direct 

elections too are able to contribute to the legislative process. 

9. Having a second chamber would allow for more debate and sharing of work between the 

Houses. 

Challenges of multiple state capitals concept: 

1. In a parliamentary system of government, executive and legislature are 2 sides of a coin. 

2. One should realize that these 3 organs, most of the time have to work in resonance as most 

of their work is interlinked. 

3. For example, a policy or a bill is made by the cabinet in Secretariat in Vizag and the bill has to 

be passed in the legislature in Amaravati and if any conflict arises it has to be given judgment in the 

high court situated in Kurnool. It will result in the traveling cost not only for the public authorities 

but also for a common person, for example, a person in Kurnool has to travel about 700 km to get 

work done in Secretariat in Vizag. So a single capital not only reduces the cost but also time is taken 

to get the work done. 

4. Coordinating between seats of legislature and executive in separate cities will be easier said 

than done, and with the government offering no specifics of a plan, officers and common people 

alike fear a logistics nightmare. 

5. The proposal to have the legislature and executive at different places will lead to an 

unnecessary drain of resources for the state given that the ministers who perform both executive, as 

well as, legislative functions will need to constantly move between the two capitals at the expense 

of the state resources. 

6. Another counter-argument is strengthening the local bodies, both in urban and rural areas. 

If the government’s goal is to decentralize development, the best way possible is the financial 

strengthening of the local bodies, granting more money to execute their functions in the 11th and 

12th schedule of the Indian constitution. This not only results in the development of even remote 

areas but also improve governance, as it increases the participation of common people in the 

development process. 

7. People mostly farmers of 29 villages, who gave farmland in and around previously selected 

Amaravati region, to the previous government in land pooling, where they are expecting to get in 

return land and commercial building. Now they feel cheated after backing out of the previously 

proposed single capital. 

8. This may result in people from other regions being skeptical (doubt) of the government’s 

Promises in the future, making it very difficult in the land acquisition or pooling for any development 

process. 

Way forward: 

1. Given the advances in communications technology, it is not important to locate everyone in 

the same place. We also have multiple judiciary benches in some states for the sake of efficiency. 

2. Decentralization in the State should take place by empowering the local governments i.e. 

the Panchayats and Municipal Corporations which were constituted after the enactment of the 73rd 

and the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act. 
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3. Multiple capitals should not be used as an instrument for the development of the region. 

4. The development of the region can be brought by making an investment in the 

manufacturing and service sectors, bringing different policies benefiting the farmers and ease of 

doing business, development of the infrastructure, development of the social-cultural institutions 

such as universities, hospitals, etc. 

What are transferable development rights? Discuss their possible contribution to the 

development of the urban areas in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The opinion from financial express explains to us in what way transferable development rights can 
prove to be a win-win deal. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain the concept of transferable development rights in detail and discuss their possible 
contribution to the development of the urban areas in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what transferable development rights are. 
Body: 
Transferable Development Rights or TDR is an economic tool that has been successfully tried and 
tested internationally in various forms. It enables cost savings and meets the infrastructural needs 
without compromising on the location, time and rights of the property owners. 
In India, this tool was first used in Mumbai and later in Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Pune, and others, 
with varied purposes and responses. Hyderabad adopted this tool in a user-friendly way. First, let us 
understand what this tool is and what it means to urban dwellers. 
Discuss how it is a win-win deal, where property owners get timely and market-based returns from 
their property, and urban local bodies get space to provide facilities without huge expenditure for a 
larger public good. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward and its importance. 
Introduction: 

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) is a zoning technique used to permanently protect land with 

conservation value (such as farmland, community open space, or other natural or cultural resources) 

by redirecting development that would otherwise occur on this land (the sending area) to an area 

planned to accommodate growth and development (the receiving area). 

Body: 

Transferable Development Rights or TDR can be considered as an important raw material in the real 

estate industry as it allows the developer to build over and above the permissible Floor Space Index 

(FSI) under the prevalent rules of the respective locations. On the back of growing urbanization and 

lack of availability of space, TDR assumes a greater importance especially in the suburban areas of 

the cities. 
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Based on the stage of development, a city is classified into various zones like fully developed, 

moderately developed and sparsely developed. 

There are four types of TDR that are generated – Road TDR, Reserved plots TDR, Slum TDR and 

Heritage TDR. In most of the cities, majority of the construction activities take place with the aid of 

slum TDR. 

Potential of TDR: 

1. Achieve various policy goals. The city of São Paulo, for example, has used an instrument 

certificates of additional construction potential bonds as a tool to create development rights for up-

zoning. 

2. Legal mechanism offers some local government jurisdictions as a form of 

development control. 

3. A way to avoid constitutional takings issues caused by rezoning areas that would otherwise 

eliminate a significant amount of value from the property. 

4. Offers landowners financial incentives or bonuses for the conservation and maintenance of 

the environmental, heritage or agricultural values of their land. 

5. Development rights can in some jurisdictions be used, unused, sold, or otherwise transferred 

by the owner of a parcel. 

6. TDR certificates can be traded in the market for cash, most of the developers purchase the 

same and utilize them for increasing their permissible development rights. 

7. The Transferable Development Rights are usually transferred from the fully developed zones 

to other zones and not vice-versa. For example, in the case of a city like Mumbai, the TDR which is 

generated in the island city (i.e. southern part) will be utilized for development in the suburban 

areas (i.e. northern part). The underlying principle of such utilization is also to facilitate development 

of the underdeveloped areas. 

8. TDR trading follows the open market principle wherein the pricing is entirely driven by 

demand, supply and availability and there is no Government control over the same. 

9. TDR credit banks can be used to store development rights that have been purchased if there 

is not yet a receiving area development identified. 

10. This mechanism is used when the time of the sale in the sending area is not concurrent with 

a development in the receiving area. 

11. Useful in communities that have the opportunity to purchase the rights from an area of high 

conservation interest but do not have a development that can receive higher density at the time. 

Receiving districts are typically are located urban areas that are ripe for development. Receiving 

districts are generally areas more suited for higher density developments and sending districts are 

areas with environmental, heritage or agricultural values that the county, city or town wishes to 

preserve. 

India is at the brink of a massive transition from being predominantly rural to half urban in the next 

two decades. Our 7,000-odd cities are minting over 70% of the country’s GDP, whilst dismally 

crumbling under the lack of basic infrastructure and inefficiently used costly urban land. 
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TDR credit banks should be operated by a third party organization that is empowered to negotiate 

the sale of development rights such as a non-profit organization or an agency operating within the 

community. 

Conclusion: 

Undoubtedly, it is a fiscal tool and needs to be handled very carefully. It will take skilled planners, 

professional staff, awareness among citizens and the private sector to channelise TDR into urban 

reality. Indeed, all urban local bodies already mired under financial stress, human resource deficits 

and huge development pressure might not have adequate resources, to design and implement a 

suitable TDR product. 

The effects of the lockdown and the resultant economic crisis continue to 

disproportionately impact the poor and informal sector workers, amidst such a grim 

situation discuss the need for universalizing PDS system in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article presents the importance of universalizing PDS system in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need for universalizing PDS system in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain how the effects of the lockdown and the resultant economic crisis continue to 
disproportionately impact the poor and informal sector workers. 
Body: 
Explain that to cope with reduced income and food insecurity, people have reduced their food 
consumption and compromised on food quality. 
Given that Indian diets are already known to be quite poor on average, such a reduction in 
consumption of foods is not only a reflection of the current levels of deprivation but also can be 
expected to have serious health and nutrition effects in the longer term. 
The contribution of a well-functioning Public Distribution System (PDS) along with cash-support 
measures through social security pensions cannot be overstated in this context. 
Present the need for universalizing the PDS. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it. 
Introduction: 

Covid-19 pandemic has created a dilemma of lives vs. livelihood, for governments as well as citizens. 

But in the absence of basic income and food security, this dilemma may hurt migrant workers the 

most and will lead to a migrant crisis. This migrant crisis will question the development paradigm, as 

these workers are the wheel of the urban economy in India. Moreover, according to the 2011 

census, there are 45 crore internal migrants who accounted for 37% of the population. In this 

context, a nationwide One Nation One Ration Card scheme (ONORC) must become a reality now. 

This scheme will be instrumental in the welfare of migrant workers and play a vital role in averting 

migrant crisis as it existed today. 
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Body: 

Rationale of ONORC 

Currently, ration cardholders can avail their entitlement of subsidised food grains under the 

National Food Security Act, only from the designated Fair price shop (FPS) within the concerned 

state. 

1. If a beneficiary were to shift to another state, he/she would need to apply for a new ration 

card in the second state. 

2. However, the migration of the poor from rural areas to urban locations is more 

commonplace. 

3. Thus, geographical location is one of the hindrances that migrant workers face in order to 

claim their quote of grains and subsequently get denied their right to food. 

4. To address the grim state of food security in the country and combat the problem of hunger, 

the government has started the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ facility. 

Currently, this scheme is applicable in several states and the central government seeks to implement 

this across the nation by June 2020. 

Benefits of universalization of PDS: 

1. Interoperability of Ration Card:Under the ONORC, the beneficiaries from one state can get 

their share of rations in other states where the ration card was originally issued. 

1. After the scheme gets implemented at the national level, any PDS recipient can use their 

ration cards at any PDS shop across the country. 

2. ONORC seeks to provide universal access to PDS food grainsfor migrant workers. 

2. Empowering Consumers:ONORC will also give the beneficiaries the opportunity to opt for 

the dealer of their choice. If any dealer misbehaves or misallocates, the beneficiary can switch to 

another FPS shop instantly. 

3. Reducing Social Discrimination:ONORC will be particularly beneficial for women and other 

disadvantaged groups, given how social identity (caste, class and gender) and other contextual 

factors (including power relations) provide a strong backdrop in accessing PDS. 

4. Achieving SDG:This will help achieve the target set under SDG 2: Ending hunger by 2030. 

Also, it will address the poor state of hunger in India, as highlighted by the Global Hunger Index, 

where India has been ranked 102 out of 117 countries. 

Associated challenges 

1. Exclusion Error:The digitisation of this PDS process, through Aadhaar-linked ration cards and 

smart cards, has been pushed in an effort to reduce leakages. However, there has been a rise of 

exclusion errors in post-Aadhaar seeding. 

1. There are many sections of society who still don’t have Aadhar Card, thereby depriving them 

of food security. 
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2. The fears of exclusion are also applied for migrant workers, as the fingerprints of people 

engaged in construction labour and domestic work may change or fade and may not match with the 

ones entered in Aadhar. 

2. Logistical Issues:An FPS receives the monthly quota of products strictly in accordance with 

the number of people assigned to it. 

0. The ONORC, when fully operational, would disrupt this practice, as some FPSs may 

have to cater to more numbers of cards even as others cater to less, owing to 

migration of people. 

3. Lack of Data:There is no exact data on the mobility of poor households migrating to work, 

locating intra- and inter-state destinations and sectors employing the workers. 

4. Domicile-Based Social Sector Schemes:Not only PDS, most of the anti-poverty, rural 

employment, welfare and food security schemes were historically based on domicile-based access 

and restricted people to access government social security, welfare and food entitlements at their 

place of origin. 

Steps to be taken 

1. The Unorganised Sector Social Security Act, 2008, had drawn up a system of documenting 

informal sector workers through a system of welfare boards. 

1. In order to get credible data regarding the migrant workers, this must be implemented in 

letter and spirit. 

2. A dedicated e-commerce platform ONORC may resolve the challenge of logistical issues. 

3. Social auditing must be made mandatory to measure the performance of ONORC. 

4. NFSA defines food security as nutritional security. 

0. Therefore, portability of Integrated Child Development Services, Mid-Day Meals, 

immunisation, health care and other facilities for poor migrant households can’t be 

neglected and should be made portable. 

5. In the longer run, the PDS system may be replaced by a fool-proof food coupon system or 

direct benefit transfer, targeting the poor, wherein a Below Poverty Line family can buy rice, pulses, 

sugar and oil from any Kirana store at the market price, by either paying fully through the coupon or 

by cash. 

Conclusion: 

The current migrant crisis should be seen as an opportunity to develop a national migration policy 

addressing the challenges faced by migrant workers’ productivity, living conditions and social 

security. 

The symbiotic phase of implementing Jal Jeevan Mission can be productively used to 

engage in a dialogue with the states about the larger water resources management 

agenda, beyond the mission’s goals. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
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The article explains that the Centre and states in the country must seize opportunity to come 
together for water governance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way JJM can be productively used to engage in a dialogue with the states about the 
larger water resources management agenda, beyond the mission’s goals. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Brief about the mission, its objectives; JJM aims at providing potable water at service level of 55 liter 
per capita per day (lpcd) to every rural household through Functional Household Tap Connection 
(FHTC) by 2024. 
Body: 
A slew of bills on water await Parliament’s approval. Two of them, passed by the Lok Sabha, were 
listed for clearing by Rajya Sabha in the monsoon session The Interstate River Water Disputes 
Amendment Bill 2019 and the Dam Safety Bill 2019.The latest centrally sponsored scheme (CSS), Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM), too is pumping massive finances into achieving universal access to safe and 
secure drinking water in rural areas otherwise a domain of the states. 
Discuss the need to deal with the emerging challenges of inter-state water governance. 
Explain how and why water Governance is must for Sustainable Development. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the statement in question and its importance. 
Introduction: 

The Prime Minister announced the Jal Jeevan Mission during the 2019 Independence day 

speech, which plans to supply water to all households by 2024. It will be a decentralized, 

community-managed and sustainable water management scheme. 

Body: 

Salient features of Jal Jeevan mission: 

1. Jal Jeevan Mission aims at ensuring potable water supply in adequate quantity at the rate 

of 55 litres per person per day and of prescribed quality to every rural household of the country 

through Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. 

2. The provision of household tap connection in rural areas will help in removing ‘drudgery’ of 

women, especially the girls. It will also improve the ‘ease of living’ for people living in rural areas. 

3. JJM focuses on integrated demand and supply-side management of water at the local 

level. 

4. Creation of local infrastructure for source sustainability measures as mandatory elements, 

like rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household wastewater for 

reuse, would be undertaken in convergence with other government programmes/schemes. 

5. The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, 

Education and Communication as a key component of the mission. 

6. JJM looks to create a jan Andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority. 
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7. The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-

Eastern States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories. 

8. The Central government has recently released the operational guidelines for JJM. 

9. For the implementation of JJM, following institutional arrangement has been proposed: 

1. National Jal Jeevan Mission (NJJM) at the Central level 

2. State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) at the State level 

3. District Water and Sanitation Mission (DWSM) at the District level 

4. Village Water Sanitation Committee (VWSC) at Village level 

10. Every village will prepare a Village Action Plan (VAP) which will have three components: 

0. Water source & its maintenance 

1. Water supply and 

2. Greywater (domestic wastewater) management. 

Current Scenario of water supply in rural areas: 

1. For many years, the central and state governments have been making efforts to increase 

access to safe and adequate drinking water. 

2. The provision of a basic quantity of drinking water in rural India has been achieved through 

hand pumps, dug wells, household water supply (HWS), etc. 

3. Thus, while states like Sikkim managed to achieve high levels of HWS, a relatively low 

percentage of rural Indian households have access to this. 

Challenges faced: 

1. In rural drinking water service delivery, there is inadequate attention given to taking 

measures to sustain the source of the water, in most cases groundwater is a challenge. 

2. This proposed mission will make source sustainability measures mandatory prior to pumping 

and distributing water to households. 

3. Another issue with the traditional approach to service delivery was that the provision of 

drinking water was viewed primarily as an engineering solution, with schemes being planned and 

executed by the public health and engineering departments. 

4. However, water is an ideal sector for the applicability of the principle of subsidiarity, 

performing only those tasks which cannot be performed effectively at a more immediate or local 

level. 

Jal Jeevan mission – a solution: 

1. With adequate capacity building and training, water can be most efficiently managed at the 

lowest appropriate level. 
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2. Adopting this principle, the Jal Jeevan Mission’s first preference will be to have community-

managed single village ground water-based schemes, wherever sufficient quantity and good quality 

of groundwater exists. 

3. Wherever adequate quantity of safe groundwater is not present, or where it may be 

technically not feasible to have single-village schemes, surface water-based multi-village 

schemes will be promoted. 

4. Further, in some remote regions, where it may not be techno-economically feasible to 

have household water supply schemes, local innovations, such as solar-based schemes will be 

encouraged. 

5. It is not commonly known that household waste water from HWS amounts to about 75% of 

the amount of water supplied. 

6. With the rural households to get HWS under the proposed mission, huge quantities of 

household waste water will be generated across the country, therefore making its effective 

management critical. 

7. There is a plan to include a mandatory provision under the mission for the effective 

channelling and treatment of household waste water, through appropriate and low cost drainage 

and treatment systems. 

8. Once appropriately treated, this waste water can be used for both recharge of groundwater 

as well as for irrigation purposes. 

Way forward: 

1. An extensive information, education and communication will be needed to create a 

people’s movement for water management. 

2. The ongoing Jal Shakti Abhiyan will help in creating awareness about the importance of 

integrating source sustainability and water reuse. 

3. This integrated approach to decentralised, community managed, and sustainable 

water management is the backbone of the government’s plan to ensure that every household gets 

the benefits of water supply. 

Conclusion: 

The Jal Jeevan Mission will be a major step towards improving our people’s ease of living and 

meeting their aspirations of a New India. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. Statutory, regulatory and various 

quasi-judicial bodies 

Discuss the role of the Attorney-General of India.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is about the role of Attorney –General of India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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The question is straightforward and is about discussing the role of AG of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The Attorney General of India is the highest law officer of the country. 
Body: 
There isn’t much to deliberate about the question; one must explain what the role of attorney 
general of India is? – The Attorney General is necessary for advising the Government of India on legal 
matters referred to them. They also perform other legal duties assigned to them by the President. 
Discuss in detail the role and responsibilities. Provide recent examples if possible. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of the post. 
Introduction: 

The Attorney General is the chief legal adviser of Government of India. Attorney General of India is 

appointed by the President under Article 76 of Indian Constitution. Attorney General is said to be the 

lawyer from the government side. 

Body: 

Powers and functions of Attorney General of India: 

1. As a Chief Legal adviser of the government Attorney General of India has to give the advice 

to the government of India upon such legal matters which assigned to him by the President. 

2. As lawyer from the government side Attorney general is required to appear on behalf of the 

government of India in Supreme Court in which the government of India is concerned. 

3. He may also be required to appear in any High Court on behalf of the government of India 

which the Government of India is concerned. 

4. In the performance of his duties, the Attorney general of India has right to audience in any 

Court in the territory of India. 

5. The Attorney General of India has right to speak and take a part in the proceeding of any 

house of Parliament, without the right to give vote (Article 88). The Attorney General of India is 

entitled to get all the immunities and privileges as a Member of Parliament. 

6. Unlike the Attorney General of the United States, the Attorney General for India does not 

have any executive authority. Those functions are performed by the Law Minister of India. Also, he is 

not a government servant and is not debarred from private legal practice. 

7. The Attorney General can accept briefs but cannot appear against the Government. He 

cannot defend an accused in the criminal proceedings and accept the directorship of a company 

without the permission of the Government. 

8. The Attorney General is assisted by a Solicitor General and four additional Solicitors General. 

The Attorney General is to be consulted only in legal matters of real importance and only after the 

Ministry of Law has been consulted. All references to the Attorney General are made by the Law 

Ministry. 
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9. He is an advocate of the government and is allowed to take up private practice, provided the 

other party is not the state. 

Conclusion: 

The Attorney General is the first Law Officer of India. He is the Chief Legal Advisor to the Central 

Government and also acts as a lawyer in the Supreme Court on behalf of it. He also represents to the 

Government of India in any reference made by the President to the Supreme Court under Article 143 

of the Constitution. All references are made to the Attorney General by the Union Ministry of Law 

and Justice. 

Discuss the role of the Finance Commission as a neutral arbiter in the Centre-state 

relation. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains the role of the Finance Commission as a neutral arbiter in the Centre-state 
relation in achieving the delicate balance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The Fifteenth Finance Commission led by Chairman N. K. Singh submitted its report for the period 
2021-2026 to President of India. Thus the question. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with relevant details of finance commission and its constitutional position in India. 
Body: 
Discuss in what way the main role of Finance Commission is to act as neutral arbiter in the Centre-
state relation. 
Its main function is to recommend how the Union government should share taxes levied by it with the 
states. These recommendations cover a period of five years. The commission also lays down rules by 
which the centre should provide grants-in-aid to states out of the Consolidated Fund of India. 
Elaborate on its powers and functions. 
Talk about the recent report of 15th finance commission. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight the importance of it being a neutral arbiter of centre- states relations.  
Introduction: 

Article 280 of the Indian Constitution provides for the President to constitute the finance 

commission. The Fifteenth Finance Commission led by Chairman N. K. Singh submitted its report for 

the period 2021-2026 to President of India. 

Body: 

Role of Finance Commission as a Neutral arbitrator 

1. To balance the horizontal and vertical fiscal imbalances 

2. Balance the fiscal issues due to differing historical backgrounds or resource endowments 

3. Distribution of net proceeds of taxes between Centre and the States 
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4. Determine factors governing Grants-in-Aid to the states and the magnitude of the same. 

5. Ensuring greater financial autonomy to states by increasing the share of revenue- 14th FC 

6. Measures needed to augment the Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the 

panchayats and municipalities in the state on the basis of the recommendations made by the finance 

commission of the state. 

7. Any other matter related to it by the president in the interest of sound finance. 

Threats to the neutrality 

1. Dominance of the centre in the financial sphere 

2. GST and associated irregularities and delayed compensation 

3. Increasing cess and surcharges from 9% in 2014-15 to 15.3% in 2019-20- States have no 

share in the same. 

4. Shrinking of divisible pool of taxes 

5. Inefficient devolution of the 42% fiscal share to the states as per the 14th finance commission 

recommendation. 

6. 15th FC Recommendations 

1. Use of 2011 census for devolution- southern states find the move, a disincentive 

2. The viability of creating a separate defence and national security fund as suggested by the 

Centre; this would result in lower share of funds to the states. – 15th Finance commission 

recommendation. 

Importance of 15 FC 

1. Reversing the trend towards fiscal decentralisation. 

2. Fiscal architecture is reshaped. 

3. How Centre-state relations are reset as the country attempts to recover from the COVID-19 

shock. 

What could be done by the FC to balance? 

1. Any attempt to shift the uneasy balance in favour of the Centre will strengthen the 

argument that this government’s talk of cooperative federalism serves as a useful mask to hide 

its centralising tendencies. 

2. As a neutral arbiter of Centre-state relations, the Finance Commission should seek to 

maintain the delicate balance in deciding on contesting claims. 

3. This may well require giveaways especially if states are to be incentivised to push 

through legislation on items on the state and concurrent list. 

4. The fiscal stress at various levels of the government necessitates a realistic assessment of 

the country’s macro-economic situation, the preparation of a medium-term roadmap, as well as 

careful calibration of the framework that governs Centre-state relations. 
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5. At this critical juncture, the Finance Commission should present the broad contours of the 

roadmap. 

6. Though it could request for another year’s extension to present its full five-year report citing 

the prevailing uncertainty. 

7. A relook at the Centre’s expenditure priorities would create greater fiscal space  

Way forward 

1. The Centre can reduce States’ fears by tabling the report of FC without delay, and address 

any apprehensions it may give rise to. 

Conclusion 

Finance Commission has to play an important role in achieving the delicate balance in the conflicting 

domain of finance by addressing the concerns of both the players. Rajamannar 

Committee recommended that since FC is a constitutional body, expected to be quasi-judicial. Its 

recommendation should be heeded by the government. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

India has finally joined the democracies that have decriminalized same-sex 

relationships. It is now time to join the many democracies which recognise the right of a 

citizen to marry anyone she chooses. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The author of the article brings to fore the importance of Marriage equality as a constitutional right 
in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
With suitable justification explain the need to recognise the right of a citizen to marry anyone she 
chooses. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Set the context of the question by first discussing the background of the question briefly. 
Body: 
In the answer body explain the fact that India has finally joined the democracies that have 
decriminalized same-sex relationships. It is now time to join the many democracies which recognise 
the right of a citizen to marry anyone she chooses. 
Discuss the concerns and challenges being faced by individuals involved in same sex relationships. 
Explain what have been the implications so far in the Indian societal setup. Present the reasons for 
non-acceptance. 
Suggest what needs to be done to ensure their constitutional rights to marriage are secured. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Marriage is a legally, and socially recognised union between two individuals, that is regulated by 

laws, customs and beliefs’ – this is a very dry definition of what one hopes is a meaningful and loving 

journey with our partners for life. Right to marry the person of one’s choice is an integral part of 

Right to life under article 21. India has finally joined the democracies that have decriminalised same-

sex relationships. However, this right of marriage of same sex couples is subject to restrictions due 

to stereotypical mind-set of Indian society. 

Body: 

Recently, three couples (two males, one female) have filed petitions, two in the Delhi High Court, 

and one in the Kerala High Court, arguing that the state’s refusal to recognize their marriages 

violates their constitutional rights. 

In their plea, the couple stated that they were aggrieved by the provisions of the Special Marriage 

Act, 1954 whereby the law only permits a heterosexual (opposite sex) couple to get married and a 

homosexual couple like them is denied equal access to the institution of marriage. 

Special Marriage Act of 1954: 

1. This Act covers marriages among Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists. 

2. This Act applies not only to Indian citizens who belong to different castes and religions but 

also to Indian nationals who live abroad. 

Challenges posed to SMA 1954: 

1. The Supreme Court in Navtej Johar had recognised the right of same-sex couples to express 

their sexual identity, right to privacy and non-interference in the conduct of their personal affairs, 

and the right to be recognized as full members of society. 

2. To refuse their plea under the Special Marriage Act would cause them very real, tangible 

damage. 

3. Considering that marriage carries a range of legal rights and protections, available during the 

marriage as well as on its dissolution by divorce or death. 

Yes, it is time for India to join the democracies which recognise the right of a citizen to marry anyone 

she chooses. There is a need to deal with the various issues of prejudice and stereotype regarding 

the same-sex couple marriages. 

Need for a multi-pronged approach to deal with issue of prejudice and discrimination prevalent in 

society: 

1. In March 2018, the Supreme Court of India has held that an adult has a fundamental right to 

marry a person of their own choice. The collective reading of this case with Navtej Singh Johar 

(September 2018) can be taken as a tacit recognition of same-sex marriage. Further in 2019, The 

High Court of Madras decreed and allowed the marriage under the Act. 

2. Recognition of same-sex marriages will reduce their marginalisation and lead to wider 

acceptance in society 
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3. The social purpose of marriage is to provide stability; financial, physical or emotional care 

and support; sexual intimacy and love to individuals; and to facilitate procreation and child-rearing. 

4. Marriage, commitment and family are not abstract legal concepts, but stages of human 

development, aspiration and give meaning to their personal lives. 

5. Same-sex marriage is recognised in nearly 30 countries across the world. Recognition of 

same in India will enrich the Democratic culture in India whereby every citizen is treated equally 

irrespective of their sexual orientation 

6. Marriage carries a range of legal rights and protections, available during the marriage as well 

as on its dissolution by divorce (the right to seek maintenance) or death (the right to inherit 

property). 

Conclusion: 

The petition before the Kerala High Court represents a unique opportunity — a potential first step 

towards making marriage, as an institution, as a legal concept, more accessible and egalitarian, less 

arbitrary and exclusionary. It gives the High Court the chance to prioritize the fundamental and 

human rights of the petitioners over the abstract heteronormative tendency of the majority to deny 

legitimacy to relationships that challenge oppressive social structures and established hierarchies. 

Critically examine various Initiatives taken for Scheduled caste development by the 

Government of India. (250 words) 
Reference: vikaspedia.in 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the welfare measures taken by the GoI for the development of Scheduled 
caste in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Examine various Initiatives taken for Scheduled caste development by the Government of India. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Scheduled castes are those castes/races in the country that suffer from extreme social, educational 
and economic backwardness arising out of age-old practice of untouchability and certain others on 
account of lack of infrastructure facilities and geographical isolation, and who need special 
consideration for safeguarding their interests and for their accelerated socio-economic development. 
Body: 
Start by first presenting the constitutional mechanism available for upliftment of SC in the country. 
Then talk about the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and its responsibilities towards 
development of SC. 
Explain the Initiatives taken for SC development in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 
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Scheduled castes are those castes/races in the country that suffer from extreme social, educational 

and economic backwardness arising out of age-old practice of untouchability and certain others on 

account of lack of infrastructure facilities and geographical isolation, and who need special 

consideration for safeguarding their interests and for their accelerated socio-economic 

development. These communities were notified as Scheduled Castes as per provisions contained in 

Clause 1 of Article 341 of the Constitution. 

Body: 

Initiatives taken for Scheduled Caste development: 

Educational Empowerment: 

Various scholarships are provided to the students belonging to the Scheduled Castes (SCs) to ensure 

that education is not denied due to the poor financial condition of their families. These Scholarships 

are provided at both pre-matric and post-matric levels. Scholarships are also provided to SC students 

for obtaining higher education in India and abroad, including premier educational institutions. The 

Scholarships can broadly be classified into the following three types: 

1. Pre-Matric Scholarships: The objective of the pre-matric Scheme is to support the parents of 

SC children for educating their wards, so that the incidence of drop outs at this stage is minimized. 

2. Post Matric Scholarship for Scheduled Caste Students (PMS-SC): The Scheme is the single 

largest intervention by Government of India for educational empowerment of scheduled caste 

students. 

3. Scholarships for obtaining Higher Education and Coaching Scheme: These include: 

1. Top Class Education for Scheduled Caste Students 

2. National Fellowship 

3. National Overseas Scholarship 

4. Free Coaching for SC and OBC Students 

Economic Empowerment: 

1. National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC): NSFDC assists 

the target group by way of refinancing loans, skill training, Entrepreneurship Development 

Programmes and providing marketing support through State Channelizing Agencies, RRBs, Public 

Sector Bank and Other Institutions 

2. National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development Corporation (NSKFDC): It is another 

corporation under the Ministry which provides credit facilities to beneficiaries amongst Safai 

Karamcharis, manual scavengers and their dependants for income generating activities for socio-

economic development through State Channelizing Agencies 

3. Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Scheduled Castes Sub-Plan (SCSP): It is an umbrella 

strategy to ensure flow of targeted financial and physical benefits from all the general sectors of 

development for the benefit of Scheduled Castes. 

4. Credit Enhancement Guarantee Scheme for Scheduled Castes: The objective of this Scheme 

is to provide credit guarantee facility to Young and start-up entrepreneurs, belonging to Scheduled 
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Castes, who aspire to be part of neo middle class category, with an objective to encourage 

entrepreneurship in the lower strata of the Society resulting in job creation besides creating 

confidence in Scheduled Castes. 

5. Venture Capital Fund for Scheduled Castes: The objective of the fund is to promote 

entrepreneurship amongst the Scheduled Castes who are oriented towards innovation and growth 

technologies and to provide concessional finance to the scheduled caste entrepreneurs. 

Social Empowerment: 

1. The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: The Act extends to the whole of India and provides 

punishment for the practice of untouchability. 

2. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: Financial 

assistance is provided to the States/ UTs for implementation of these Acts, by way of relief to 

atrocity victims, incentive for inter-caste marriages, awareness generation, setting up of exclusive 

Special courts, etc. 

3. The ‘Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013’ 

(MS Act, 2013): Eradication of dry latrines and manual scavenging and rehabilitation of manual 

scavengers in alternative occupation has been an area of high priority for the Government. 

It is a matter of disgrace that even after 73 years of Independence, the socio-economic indicators of 

the Scheduled Castes are miserable. The Government has time and again come up with 

developmental programmes for welfare of the Scheduled castes, yet the issues pertain. These are 

due to: 

1. despite several constitutional provisions, the representation of SCs and STs in government 

services has not improved substantially during the last seven decades 

2. Untouchability is practiced in public places like wells, temples, hotels etc. though it is a crime 

to do so. Yet many times the concerned police officers do not take any action even after complaints 

have been made. 

3. It is widely alleged that false criminal cases are filed against SCs and STs when they lodge 

complaints about atrocities committed against them. This defeats the very purpose of the POA Act. 

4. practices like social and economic boycott and social and economic blackmail imposed upon 

SCs and STs by the upper castes are not listed as crimes of atrocities under Section 3(2) of the POA 

Act 

5. Absence of exclusive Special Courts that have an exclusive special public prosecution 

machinery and a special investigating agency in every district against those who have committed 

atrocities. 

6. land reform programmes have not substantially altered the conditions of SCs and STs in rural 

areas. In fact, landlessness is increasing at a faster rate among SCs and STs than others, as more and 

more small and marginal cultivators are becoming landless labourers. 

7. According to the government guidelines, the proportion of funds allocated under each plan 

should be equal to the proportion of SC and ST population in each State. In reality this 

proportionality is hardly maintained. 
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8. In many cases the unspent money lapses back to the government because departments 

which have the responsibility of spending the funds are unable to promptly finalise the welfare 

schemes. 

9. amongst the poor, SCs and STs are worst affected by the problem of malnutrition. Maternal 

anaemia, children with low birth weight related deficiencies are other problems that affect SC/ST 

communities. As a combined result of social neglect and denial of opportunities, these communities 

have not been able to realise their potential. 

10. The talents of children from weaker sections of society waste or wither away due to lack of 

opportunity. 

11. the governments have failed to abolish the employment of manual scavengers (safai 

karamcharis) completely 

12. Lastly, members of the public services in general are reluctant to working in fields relating to 

SCs and STs. It is also felt by some that many public servants are guided by their own biases and 

prejudices instead of the Constitution’s objectives and aspirations. This results in denial of the rights 

of the SCs and STs 

Way forward: 

1. Providing Education and awareness to the scheduled castes to avail the various benefits 

provided to them. 

2. Rehabilitation of the workers who are rescued from manual scavenging. 

3. a mechanism for monitoring the nutritional status of SCs and STs. The proposal requires the 

district administration to do the monitoring on their own or with the help of voluntary organisations. 

4. it is necessary to identify and groom talent amongst boys and girls belonging to SC, ST and 

other BCs and train them in special talent schools. This will enable them to compete with the rest of 

society in an equal manner. 

5. Sensitization of the public servants to treat all citizens equally. 

Recently witnessed scholarship scams underline the need to tighten checks and 

balances in DBT architecture and fix accountability. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article brings to fore the corruption case of scholarship in the state of Jharkhand. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss the need to tighten checks and balances in DBT architecture and fix accountability. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining first how Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) was proposed as an antidote to a 
persistent problem of social welfare and subsidy schemes in the country- the almost ubiquitous 
middlemen who deprive beneficiaries of their legitimate allotment. 
Body: 
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Discuss the loopholes in the systems that are leading to increased incidences of corruption despite 
the intervention of technology. 
Explain the need for mending the DBT architecture. 
Suggest interventions and alternatives to overcome the challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction: 

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) is a method through which a subsidy will be directly transferred to the 

bank accounts of consumers. With the aim of reforming Government delivery system by re-

engineering the existing process in welfare schemes for simpler and faster flow of information/funds 

and to ensure accurate targeting of the beneficiaries, de-duplication and reduction of fraud Direct 

Benefit Transfer (DBT) was started on 1st January, 2013. DBT has reported success in Student 

Scholarship, subsidies for LPG and for wages under MNREGA. 

In several districts of Jharkhand, minority students are being duped of a Centrally funded scholarship 

by a nexus of bank staff, middlemen, school and government employees. 

Body: 

 

DBT architecture: Direct benefit transfer reaches to beneficiary through following mechanism: 

1. The first step involves the Identification of beneficiaries and digitization of beneficiary 

database takes place. 

2. It is then followed by Opening of bank accounts if beneficiary doesn’t have any bank 

account. 

3. Once bank account is opened up, Aadhaar enrolment of beneficiary should take place. 

4. Subsequently, Seeding of Aadhaar in beneficiary database and bank accounts. 

5. Initiating Last mile connectivity/service delivery as per the protocol through directly 

depositing the money in to beneficiaries account. 

Current challenges in the DBT architecture: 
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1. Vulnerabilities of the Aadhaar-enabled payment system: Poor people are regularly robbed of 

their wages, pensions and scholarships by corrupt business correspondents who take their 

fingerprint on one pretext or another. 

2. Low level of digital literacy in the rural areas poses one of the major challenge in 

implementing this mechanism. 

3. Business correspondents in the unbanked areas are also a kind of middlemen whose 

functioning is under question even by the RBI. 

4. Last mile corruption: Middlemen, in connivance with bank staff, open accounts of students 

and the Aadhar-enabled transaction is done through their fingerprints. Bank officials and school staff 

connived to steal user IDs and passwords to divert benefits from schools that never applied for any 

grant, middlemen coerced parents to forego a big share of their children’s dues and institutions 

fudged records to apply for scholarship funds. 

5. Biometric-based unique identity or Aadhaar is leading to huge problems for people working 

for the rural employment guarantee scheme and for others receiving welfare benefits. Not only have 

enrolments been done shoddily but the experience of the pilot projects shows that it is almost 

impossible to authenticate the work-hardened fingerprints of the poor. 

6. Many NGOs have pointed out the problem of the Government’s decision of ending the 

public distribution system of food grain and give money directly to the people without proper 

identification of the poor in the country. About 40 per cent of the poor are still not officially 

recognized in India according to many welfare economists. 

Way forward: 

1. Complete digitization and de-duplication of the beneficiary database, 

2. Seeding of bank account details and Aadhaar numbers in the digitized database, 

3. States with lower literacy levels, higher portion of BPL populations could first strengthen the 

existing infrastructure before embarking on ICT-based DBT cash transfers. 

4. The verifying authorities, for instance the Schools, colleges, institutes, district nodal officer, 

State nodal officers are the most critical stakeholders who ensure integrity of the verification 

process. 

5. Technological measures like 3- phase verification can be introduced so that the money 

reaches the intended beneficiaries account. 

6. there is a need for third-party audits authorized by regulatory commissions. 

7. Strengthening and conducting the social audits with the support of the Gram Panchayats to 

ensure the intended beneficiaries receive the money. 

Conclusion: 

Direct benefit transfers have the potential to improve the economic lives of the poor by transferring 

benefits to households quickly and directly. Achieving these benefits requires thoughtful design of 

schemes, and careful, rigorous analysis of ongoing programmes as an important input to the design 

process. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

What is a Bulk drug park? Why should India promote one? Discuss the key features of 

the scheme proposed to work in this direction. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express. 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the efforts of the government of Himachal Pradesh that is seeking to establish 
a Bulk drug park in its State. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of Bulk Drug parks in the country; discuss the key features of the scheme 
associated with it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define first what Bulk Drugs are. 
Body: 
A bulk drug is also called an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API). It is the key ingredient of a drug 
or medicine, which lends it the desired therapeutic effect or produces the intended pharmacological 
activity. 
Discuss the process of API preparation and the importance of Bulk drugs therein. 
Discuss the key features and importance of Bulk drugs to our health systems. 
Explain why India should promote bulk drug parks? 
Explain the Key features of the scheme for promotion of Bulk Drug parks in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

A bulk drug, also called an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API), is the key ingredient of a drug or 

medicine, which lends it the desired therapeutic effect or produces the intended pharmacological 

activity. 

A bulk drug park will have a designated contiguous area of land with common infrastructure 

facilities for the exclusive manufacture of APIs, drug intermediates or DIs or key starting material 

(KSMs), and also a common waste management system. 

Body: 

The Union Cabinet in March 2020 approved two schemes, namely the scheme on Promotion of Bulk 

Drug Parks and Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme to promote domestic manufacturing of 

critical Key Starting Materials/Drug Intermediates and Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients in the 

country. 

Key features of the schemes: 

Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks Scheme 

1. Objectives:The scheme is expected to reduce manufacturing cost of bulk drugs in the 

country and dependency on other countries for bulk drugs. 
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2. The scheme will also help in providing continuous supply of drugs and ensure delivery of 

affordable healthcare to the citizens. 

3. Number of Parks:The government aims to develop 3 mega Bulk Drug parks in India in 

partnership with States. 

4. Funding:Government of India will give Grants-in-Aid to States with a maximum limit of Rs. 

1000 Crore per Bulk Drug Park. A sum of Rs. 3,000 crore has been approved for this scheme for next 

5 years. 

5. Facilities:Parks will have common facilities such as solvent recovery plant, distillation plant, 

power & steam units, common effluent treatment plant etc. 

6. Implementation:The scheme will be implemented by State Implementing Agencies (SIA) to 

be set up by the respective State Governments. 

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme 

1. Aim:The PLI scheme aims to promote domestic manufacturing of critical Key Starting 

Materials (KSMs)/Drug Intermediates and Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) in the country. 

2. Funding:Under the scheme financial incentive will be given to eligible manufacturers of 

identified 53 critical bulk drugs on their incremental sales over the base year (2019-20) for a period 

of 6 years. 

3. Impact:PLI scheme will reduce India’s import dependence on other countries for critical 

KSMs/Drug Intermediates and APIs. 

4. This will lead to expected incremental salesof Rs 46,400 crore and significant 

additional employment generation over 8 years. 

5. Implementation:The scheme will be implemented through a Project Management Agency 

(PMA) to be nominated by the Department of Pharmaceuticals. 

Need for India to promote the Bulk Drug Parks: 

1. Despite being 3rd largest in the world by volume the Indian pharmaceutical industry is 

significantly dependent on import of basic raw materials, viz., Bulk Drugs that are used to produce 

medicines. 

2. In some specific bulk drugs, the import dependence is 80 to 100%. 

3. In the 2018-19 fiscal, the government had informed the Lok Sabha that the country’s drug-

makers had imported bulk drugs and intermediates worth $ 2.4 billion from China. 

4. But with frequent lockdowns due to the deadly coronavirus outbreak, supplies of raw 

materials from China to produce drugs for treating HIV, cancer, epilepsy, malaria, and also 

commonly-used antibiotics and vitamin pills, were hit 

5. The border conflict between India and China exacerbated the situation. 

6. All these factors pushed the Indian government to call for greater self-reliance across all 

industries, and in June, the department of pharmaceuticals announced a scheme for the promotion 

of three bulk drug parks in the country. 
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Other measures needed: 

1. India’s strong innovation capabilities aided partnerships would help in overcoming these 

problems. 

2. Developing our R&D sector to reduce dependency on foreign countries for raw materials 

3. The introduction of pharmaceutical product patents and the mandatory implementation of 

good manufacturing practices is the need of the hour. 

4. It is necessary for the Indian pharmaceutical industry to become globally competitive 

through world-class manufacturing capabilities, with improved quality and a higher efficiency of 

production, and there is a need to stress on the up-gradation of R&D capabilities. 

5. Training and development of human resources for the pharmaceutical industry and drug 

research and development should be done accordingly; 

6. There is also a need to promote public-private partnership for the development of the 

pharmaceuticals industry; promote environmentally sustainable development of the pharmaceutical 

industry; and enable the availability, accessibility, and affordability of drugs. 

7. Improvement in industrial practices to provide better training and support services for 

employees to perform their job functions. 

8. A drugs price index would surely make sense. 

9. Using multilateral organization like WTO against the illegal trade practices. 

10. Funding for the pharma companies might be a way to move forward. 

11. IPR Think Tank formed by the Government to draft stronger national IP policies. 

Way forward: 

1. Focus on engineering and scale aspect of technology development. 

2. Need for mission mode Chemical Engineering with defined targets for uninterrupted 

synthesis of molecules. 

3. Create mega drug manufacturing clusters with common infrastructure in India. 

4. Technology platform to be developed for biocatalysis towards reducing process steps for 

cost optimization. 

5. Scale supporting techno-economic feasibility. 

6. Attention to technologies like hazardous reactions, flow chemistry, cryogenic reactions, and 

membrane technology. 

Implementing strategic, evidence-based interventions with a life-cycle approach for 

ensuring nutrition is the key to ensure economic return for investing in child and 

women nutrition in the country. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
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The article explains the efforts of the GoI for nutritional security; it is implementing a comprehensive 
programme on anemia prevention among children, adolescents, women in the reproductive age 
group, and pregnant and lactating women under Anaemia Mukt Bharat programme. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way implementing strategic, evidence-based interventions with a life-cycle approach 
for ensuring nutrition is the key to ensure economic return for investing in child and women nutrition 
in the country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by presenting the status of Nutrition of Women and children in the country, quote reports and 
data. 
Body: 
Explain why implementing strategic, evidence-based interventions with a life-cycle approach for 
ensuring nutrition in the first 1,000 days is essential and necessary. 
Discuss the need to address the issues related to Nutrition in the country. 
List down the policies in this direction from past to present, highlight the need to change the modus 
of addressing by focusing on a life-cycle based approach. 
Take hints from the article and suggest suitable solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Malnutrition, defined as ill health caused by deficiencies of calories, protein, vitamins, and minerals 

interacting with infections and other poor health and social conditions, saps the strength and well-

being of millions of women and adolescent girls around the world. The gender gaps in nutritional 

status of women in India are due to preferential changes in availability of diets to girl child against a 

boy in their adolescence. 

Body: 

Malnutrition situation in India: 

1. India experiences a malnutrition burden among its under-five population. As of 2015, the 

national prevalence of under-five overweight is 2.4%, which has increased slightly from 1.9% in 

2006. 

2. The national prevalence of under-five stunting is 37.9%, which is greater than the developing 

country average of 25%. India’s under-five wasting prevalence of 20.8% is also greater than the 

developing country average of 8.9%. 

3. An average girl child aged less than 5 years is healthier than her male peers. However, over a 

period of time they grow into undernourished women in India. 

4. Malnutrition and anaemia are common among Indian adults. 

5. A quarter of women of reproductive age in India are undernourished, with a body mass 

index (BMI) of less than 18.5 kg/m (Source: NFHS 4 2015-16). 

6. Both malnutrition and anaemia have increased among women since 1998-99. 
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7. 33% of married women and 28% of men are too thin, according to the body mass index 

(BMI), an indicator derived from height and weight measurements. 

8. Underweight is most common among the poor, the rural population, adults who have no 

education and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

9. 2% of women and 24.3% of men suffer from anaemia, and have lower than normal levels of 

blood haemoglobin. 

10. Anaemia has increased in ever-married women from 1998-99. Among pregnant women, 

anaemia has increased from 50% to almost 58% 

Poor Nutrition Throughout the Life Cycle of woman: 

 

The various causes for gender gaps in nutritional status are: 

1. Patriarchal mindset: Despite social progress, women largely continue to navigate through 

systems that are defined by masculinity. Class and caste hierarchies further sharpen the patriarchal 

grip, making it difficult for women to escape discrimination. 

2. Early Marriage: Which make them deprived of iron reach diet and also leads to early sex and 

child bearing. 

3. low social status: Preference of male child over the girl child affecting the girl health the 

most. 

4. Low diet diversity: The diets of women in India are often too poor to meet their nutritional 

needs. Iron deficient and other micronutrient diet affects the most. 

5. Poverty: Low income lead to less availability of food to people. 

6. Low literacy: Low literacy among the mother’s and girl child make them vulnerable to less 

nutritious diet and physical changes in body. 

7. Lack of awareness: Lack of awareness among the people about the importance of particular 

nutrition and vitamins make the situation worst. 

8. Women’s reproductive biology and lack of access to healthcare & proper medicines: When 

mothers take only short intervals between pregnancies and have many children, this can exacerbate 

nutrition deficits, which are then passed on to their children. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 75 

9. Sociocultural traditions and disparities in household work patterns can also increase 

women’s chances of being malnourished. 

Consequences: 

1. an undernourished mother inevitably gives birth to an undernourished baby, perpetuating 

an intergenerational cycle of undernutrition. 

2. Undernourished girls have a greater likelihood of becoming undernourished mothers who in 

turn have a greater chance of giving birth to low birth weight babies, perpetuating an 

intergenerational cycle. 

3. This cycle can be compounded further in young mothers, especially adolescent girls who 

begin childbearing before they have grown and developed enough. 

Importance of improving women’s nutrition: 

1. Addressing women’s malnutrition has a range of positive effects because healthy women 

can fulfil their multiple roles — generating income, ensuring their families’ nutrition, and having 

healthy children — more effectively and thereby help advance countries’ socioeconomic 

development. 

2. Women are often responsible for producing and preparing food for the household, so their 

knowledge — or lack thereof — about nutrition can affect the health and nutritional status of the 

entire family. 

3. Promoting greater gender equality, including increasing women’s control over resources and 

their ability to make decisions, is crucial. 

4. Improving women’s nutrition can also help nations achieve three of the Millennium 

Development Goals, which are commonly accepted as a framework for measuring development 

progress. 

Measures undertaken by Government to tackle Malnutrition: 

1. Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme. 

2. National Health Mission. 

3. Mid-Day Meal Scheme. 

4. Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojna (IGMSY). 

5. Mother’s Absolute Affection. 

6.  

7. National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan) seeks to ensure a “malnutrition free India” 

by 2022. 

8. Strengthen MGNREGA to ensure better food security. 

9. PoshanMaah: Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a campaign declaring the month of 

September as “POSHAN Maah 2020”. By inviting citizens to send nutritional recipes, the campaign 

aims to create awareness about the POSHAN Abhiyan through community mobilisation 
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Measures needed: 

1. Improving the quantity and nutrient level of food consumed in the household: improving 

access to generalized household food ration through public distribution system. Also providing 

access to supplementary foods under the integrated child development services scheme. 

2. To impart knowledge to improve the local diet, production and household behaviours 

through nutrition and health education. 

3. Preventing micronutrient deficiencies and anaemia: This through providing the Iron Folic 

Acid Supplementation deworming, Pre and peri-conceptual folic acid supplementation, Universal 

access to iodized salt, Malaria prevention and treatment in malaria-endemic areas, Access to 

knowledge and support to stop use of tobacco products during pregnancy, Maternal calcium 

supplementation, Maternal vitamin A supplementation. 

4. Increasing women’s access to basic nutrition and health services: By providing early 

registration of pregnancy and quality of antenatal check-up, with emphasis on pregnancy weight 

gain monitoring, screening and special care of at-risk mothers. 

5. Improving access to water and sanitation health (WASH) education and facilities: By 

providing sanitation and hygiene education, including menstrual hygiene. 

6. Empowering women to prevent pregnancies too early, too often and too close 

together: By ensuring marriage at/after legal age of 18 through awareness and ensuring a girl 

completes secondary education. Also preventing maternal depletion by delaying first pregnancy and 

repeated pregnancies through family planning, reproductive health information, incentives and 

services. 

7. Expanding the maternity entitlement: Promoting community support system for women, 

skill development, economic empowerment as part of maternity entitlement. Providing community 

support system for women to support decision making, confidence building, skill development and 

economic empowerment. 

Way forward: 

1. There is a need to develop a strategic, convergent action plan on nutrition-specific and 

sensitive areas by all stakeholders. 

2. There has to be advocacy for the development and enforcement of law, policies and 

guidelines on ensuring nutritional security. 

3. There is also a need to improving visibility, coverage and quality of the programmes, ensure 

community participation and involvement of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) and facilitate 

operational research in existing programmes to find out the gaps and solutions. 

4. Replication and scaling up of evidence-based innovations and best practices further 

established on regional food and food habits are also needed. 

5. Apart from this, low coverage areas need to be mapped and strategic plans for these areas 

to improve the coverage have to be developed. 

6. The economic return for investing in child nutrition always remains high. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 77 

7. The cost-benefit ratio of investing in nutritional interventions in a child is estimated to be at 

1:16, with a 10% compounded rate of return (IFPRI 2014). 

Conclusion: 

Adequate nutrition is important for women not only because it helps them be productive members 

of society but also because of the direct effect maternal nutrition has on the health and 

development of the next generation. There is also increasing concern about the possibility that 

maternal malnutrition may contribute to the growing burden of cardiovascular and other non-

communicable diseases of adults in less developed countries. Finally, maternal malnutrition’s toll on 

maternal and infant survival stands in the way of countries’ work toward key global development 

goals. 

Deliberate upon the advantages of remote patient monitoring system in the setting of 

Indian health care system.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a detailed opinion of remote monitoring system for patients in the context 
of Indian health care system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the advantages of remote patient monitoring system in the setting of Indian health care 
system. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what remote patient monitoring system is. 
Body: 
Remote patient monitoring refers to the use of a specific technology to facilitate interaction between 
clinicians and patients at home. 
The aim of patient monitoring is to give warning of early or dangerous deterioration and to achieve 
this by obtaining an optimal compromise involving many design factors, clinical, engineering and 
economic. 
List the advantages of such a system to India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

Remote patient monitoring (RPM) is a technology to enable monitoring of patients outside of 

conventional clinical settings, such as in the home or in a remote area, which may increase access to 

care and decrease healthcare delivery cost. 

Recently, Bharat Electronics Ltd. and the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 

Rishikesh, have jointly developed a remote patient health monitoring system. 

Body: 

Advantages of remote patient monitoring system: 
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 Helps in improving chronic condition management: At a time when there is a global 

crunch of medical resources, remote patient monitoring works wonders in keeping a 

continuous watch on those suffering from chronic diseases, thereby enhancing care at a 

reduced burden on the caregivers. 

 Aids in reducing emergency situations: With remote patient monitoring in action, real-

time monitoring of a patient’s vitals is possible which helps them to keep the blood sugar, 

blood pressure, respiratory and cardiac counts on check. As a result, the patient and the 

caregivers get adequate alerts, preventing costly emergency situations and 

hospitalisations. 

 Cuts down the burden on healthcare: Remote patient monitoring helps patients get care 

from the comfort of their homes, without having to make a visit to the hospital. As a result, 

it relaxes the burden on healthcare staff as well as nullifies the fear of shortage of 

medical equipment availability. 

 Enhances patient outcomes: With remote patient monitoring, any damaging out-of-range 

values could be detected instantly, trends indicating a change in the care regimen could 

be recognised real-time. It could also help in providing suggestions on sleep and stress 

management and prescribing physical activities and more to help patients with specific 

chronic conditions and considerably improve patient outcomes. 

 Offers better quality of care: Care-giving is a pivotal part of managing patients with chronic 

disorders. Remote patient monitoring makes care-giving more efficient by helping the 

caregivers and the patients go for the right choice about their food habits and lifestyle 

and daily behaviours which have a major effect on the course of their chronic conditions 

and health risks. 

 Ideal for seniors living alone: These days a large number of senior citizens suffering from 

chronic conditions have to live on their own and away from their children who are settled 

elsewhere near their respective workplaces. Remote patient monitoring has made it much 

safer for those who do not have handy support. 

 It becomes easier for children to monitor the health of their aged parents living far away 

from them. Thus, RPM successfully bridges the long distance gap between aged parents 

and children when it comes to healthcare. 

Limitations: 

 RPM is highly dependent on the individual’s motivation to manage their health. Without the 

patient’s willingness to be an active participant in their care, RPM implementation will likely fail. 

 Cost is also a barrier to its widespread use which may deter its incorporation into clinical 

practice. 

 The shift of accountability associated with RPM brings up liability issues. There are no clear 

guidelines in respect to whether clinicians have to intervene every time they receive an alert 

regardless of the urgency.  

 The continuous flow of patient data requires a dedicated team of health care providers to 

handle the information, which may, in fact, increase the workload.  
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 Although technology is introduced with the intent to increase efficiency, it can become a barrier 

to some healthcare providers that are not technological. There are common obstacles that 

health informatics technologies encounter that applies to RPM.  

 Depending on the comorbidities monitored, RPM involves a diverse selection of devices in its 

implementation. Standardization is required for data exchange and interoperability among 

multiple components.  

 RPM deployment is highly dependent on an extensive wireless 

telecommunications infrastructure, which may not be available or feasible in rural areas.  

 Since RPM involves transmission of sensitive patient data across telecommunication 

networks, information security is a concern. 

What is Custodial Violence?  Elaborate on its status in India, what are the challenges 

before India in curbing it? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of custodial violence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss what custodial violence is, explain and present its status in India and discuss the challenges 
faced in curbing it. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Custodial violence primarily refers to violence in police custody and judicial custody. It may be mental 
or physical in nature. 
Body: 
First present statistics and data representing state of custodial violence in India. According to the 
data published by The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), between 2001 and 2018, a total of 
1,727 persons have died in police custody including those in judicial remand and those who have 
been arrested but not yet produced before the court. 
List down the challenges in curbing the same.   
Explain how the available safeguards have proved insufficient to deal with issues of custodial 
violence. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions and conclude the same. 
Introduction: 

Custodial violence primarily refers to violence in police custody and judicial custody. It may be 

mental or physical in nature. According to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, between 

2001 and 2018, only 26 policemen were convicted of custodial violence despite 1,727 such deaths 

being recorded in India. 

Body: 

Status in India: 
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1. Only 4.3% of the 70 deaths in 2018 were attributed to injuries during custody due to physical 

assault by police. 

2. Except in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha, no policeman was 

convicted for such deaths across the country. 

3. Apart from custodial deaths, more than 2,000 human rights violation cases were also 

recorded against the police between 2000 and 2018. And only 344 policemen were convicted in 

those cases. 

Constitutional and Legal Provisions: 

1. Protection from torture is a fundamental right enshrined under Article 21 (Right to Life) of 

the Indian constitution. 

2. The right to counsel is also a fundamental right under Article 22(1) of the India constitution. 

3. Section 41 of Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) was amended in 2009 to include safeguards 

under 41A, 41B, 41C and 41D, so that arrests and detentions for interrogation have reasonable 

grounds and documented procedures, arrests are made transparent to family, friends and public, 

and there is protection through legal representation. 

Challenges: 

1. Absence of Strong Legislation: India does not have an anti-torture legislation and is yet to 

criminalise custodial violence, while action against culpable officials remains illusory. 

2. The Indian state either denies the existence of torture in the country or defends its 

resistance to enact a law by claiming there are sufficient provisions in the domestic legal framework 

to prohibit and penalise torture. 

3. These claims however remain superficial and without any such protections. 

4. Institutional Challenges: The entire prison system is inherently opaque giving less room to 

transparency. 

5. Prison access is not provided without prior permission such as depositing “Rs. 1 lakh in the 

name of the superintendent of the concerned jail” before entry. 

6. Excessive scrutiny is done of all recorded or documented material in the prison. 

7. India also fails in bringing the much desired Prison Reforms and prisons continue to be 

affected by poor conditions, overcrowding, acute manpower shortages and minimal safety against 

harm in prisons. 

8. Excessive Force: The use of excessive force including torture to target marginalised 

communities and control people participating in movements or propagating ideologies which the 

state perceives as opposed to its stature. 

9. Not Adhering to International Standard: Although India has signed the United Nations 

Convention against Torture in 1997 its ratification still remains. 

10. While Signing only indicates the country’s intention to meet the obligations set out in the 

treaty, Ratification, on the other hand, entails bringing in laws and mechanisms to fulfil the 

commitments. 
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Measures needed: 

1. India should ratify the UN Convention against Torture: It will mandate a systematic review 

of colonial rules, methods, practices and arrangements for the custody and treatment of persons 

subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment. 

2. It will also mean that exclusive mechanisms of redress and compensation will be set up for 

the victim besides institutions such as the Board of Visitors. 

3. Police Reforms: Guidelines should also be formulated on educating and training officials 

involved in the cases involving deprivation of liberty because torture cannot be effectively prevented 

till the senior police wisely anticipate the gravity of such issues and clear reorientation is devised 

from present practices. 

4. Access to Prison: Unrestricted and regular access to independent and qualified persons to 

places of detention for inspection should also be allowed. 

5. CCTV cameras should be installed in police stations including in the interrogation rooms. 

6. Surprise inspections by Non-Official Visitors (NOVs) should also be made mandatory which 

would act as a preventive measures against custodial torture which has also been suggested by 

Supreme Court in its landmark judgment in the DK Basu Case in 2015. 

7. Effective Implementation of Law Commission of India’s 273rd Report: The report 

recommends that those accused of committing custodial torture – be it policemen, military and 

paramilitary personnel – should be criminally prosecuted instead of facing mere administrative 

action establishing an effective deterrent. 

AMR has to be addressed not as a microbiological problem but as a social construct. 

Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: Down to Earth 

Introduction: 

Anti-microbial resistance (AMR) is the resistance acquired by any microorganism like bacteria, 

viruses, fungi, parasite, etc. against antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals, 

antimalarial, and anthelmintic) that are used to treat infections and is regarded as a major threat to 

public health across the globe. Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are sometimes 

referred to as “superbugs”. As a result, standard treatments become ineffective, infections persist 

and may spread to others. 

Body: 

A growing list of infections – such as pneumonia, tuberculosis, blood poisoning, gonorrhoea, and 

foodborne diseases – are becoming tougher, and at times impossible, to treat as antibiotics become 

less productive, emergence and spread of resistance is made worse because of procurement of 

antibiotics for animal and human consumption without a doctor’s supervision or a prescription etc. 

Reasons for the spread of AMR: 

1. Antibiotic consumption in humans 
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1. Unnecessary and injudicious use of antibiotic fixed dose combinations could lead to 

emergence of bacterial strains resistant to multiple antibiotics. 

2. Social factors 

0. Self-medication. 

1. Access to antibiotics without prescription. 

2. Lack of knowledge about when to use antibiotics. 

3. Cultural Activities 

0. Mass bathing in rivers as part of religious mass gathering occasions. 

4. Antibiotic Consumption in Food Animals 

0. Antibiotics which are critical to human health are commonly used for growth 

promotion in poultry. 

5. Pharmaceutical Industry Pollution 

0. The wastewater effluents from the antibiotic manufacturing units contain a 

substantial amount of antibiotics, leading to contamination of rivers and lakes. 

6. Environmental Sanitation 

0. Untreated disposal of sewage water bodies – leading to contamination of rivers with 

antibiotic residues and antibiotic-resistant organisms. 

7. Infection Control Practices in Healthcare Settings 

0. A report on hand-washing practices of nurses and doctors found that only 31.8% of 

them washed hands after contact with patients. 

Impact: 

1. A threatto prevention and treatment of infections – medical procedures such as organ 

transplantation, cancer chemotherapy, diabetes management and major surgery (for example, 

caesarean sections or hip replacements) become very risky. 

2. Failure to treat infections caused by resistant bacteria also poses a greater risk of death. 

3. Increases the costof health care with lengthier stays in hospitals, additional tests and use of 

more expensive drugs. 

4. Without effective antibiotics for prevention and treatment of infections, the achievements 

of modern medicine are put at a risk. 

5. Antibiotic apocalypse– a future without antibiotics, with bacteria becoming completely 

resistant to treatment and when common infections and minor injuries could once again kill. 

6. Putting the gains of the Millennium Development Goals at risk and endangersachievement 

of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

AMR in India: 
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1. Burden of infectious disease (Bacterial infections) is high and healthcare spending is low. 

2. The National Health Policy 2017 highlights the problem of antimicrobial resistance and calls 

for effective action to address it. 

3. The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) identified AMR as one of the top 10 

priorities for the ministry’s collaborative work with WHO. 

4. In 2012, India’s medical societies adopted the Chennai Declaration, a set of national 

recommendations to promote antibiotic stewardship. 

5. India’s Red Line campaign demands that prescription-only antibiotics be marked with a red 

line, to discourage the over-the-counter sale of antibiotics. 

6. National Policy for Containment of Antimicrobial Resistance 2011. 

7. National Action Plan on AMR resistance 2017-2021. 

8. India has instituted surveillance of the emergence of drug resistance in disease causing 

microbes in programmes on Tuberculosis, Vector Borne diseases, AIDS, etc. 

9. Since March 2014 a separate Schedule H-1 has been incorporated in Drug and Cosmetic 

rules to regulate the sale of antimicrobials in the country. 

10. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the use of antibiotics and 

several pharmacologically active substances in fisheries. 

11. The government has also capped the maximum levels of drugs that can be used for growth 

promotion in meat and meat products. 

Steps to fight AMR: 

1. Infection control in healthcare facilities. 

2. Creating awareness about the use and abuse of antibiotics. 

3. Vaccination can combat drug resistance by reducing the cases of infection and as a result 

reducing the need for antibiotics. 

4. Strengthening resistance tracking so that data on antimicrobial resistant infections and 

causes of infection can be gathered to enable formulation of specific strategies to prevent the 

spread of the resistant bacteria. 

5. Self-medication should be shunned and antibiotics should be used only when prescribed by 

the doctor. 

6. Invest in the search for new antibiotics to keep up with resistant bacteria as well as in new 

diagnostic tests to track the development of resistance. 

Way forward: 

1. AMR has the potential to return the world to a pre-antibiotic era when medicines could not 

treat even simple infections. 
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2. Therefore, to contain AMR, there is need for a One Health Approachthrough coherent, 

integrated, multi sectoral cooperation and actions, as human, animal and environmental health are 

integrated. 

3. Development of antibiotic resistance breakers (ARBs) to restore effectiveness of older 

classes of antibiotics. 

What explains India’s poor rank under the Global Hunger Index, and what are the 

solutions? And do you think focus on lack of availability of food as the main cause of 

hunger takes the attention away from ineffective human development policies in India? 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  

Why the question: 

The article brings to us deeper insights on the factors contributing to hunger – mainly the lack of 

food availability and in what way it has led to ignorance of ineffective human development policies 

in India. 

Key Demand of the question: 

Explain India’s poor rank under the Global Hunger Index, and discuss the possible solutions also 

explain how it has taken the focus away from the ineffective human development policies in India. 

Directive: 

Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 

particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 

relevant associated facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Start with the fact of India’s status on global hunger index. 

Body: 

Two recent reports — the annual report on “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 

2020” by the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations and the 2020 Hunger report, 

“Better Nutrition, Better Tomorrow” by the Bread for the World Institute  – document staggering 

facts about Indian food insecurity and malnutrition. Discuss key points from them in the first part of 

your answer. 

Then explain why focus on lack of availability of food is often the main cause of hunger. 

Later explain the ineffective human development policies in India that are often shadowed by 

hunger. 

Conclusion: 

Suggest solutions to the whole issue like immediate universalization of the PDS, distribution of 

quality food items and community kitchens etc. 
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Introduction: 

India ranked 94 among 107 nations in the Global Hunger Index 2020 and is in the ‘serious’ hunger 

category with experts blaming poor implementation processes, lack of effective monitoring, siloed 

approach in tackling malnutrition and poor performance by large states behind the low ranking 

Body: 

1. Indian Scenario: 

2. Performance on the Indicators: 

3. Undernourishment: 14% of India’s population is undernourished (2017-19). It was 16.3% 

during 2011-13. 

4. Child Wasting: 17.3% (2015-19), it was 15.1% in 2010-14. 

5. Child Stunting: 34.7%, it has improved significantly, from 54% in 2000 to less than 35% now. 

6. Child Mortality: 3.7%, it was 5.2% in 2012. 

 

1. The annual report on “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020” by the 

Food and Agricultural Organization and the 2020 Hunger report, “Better Nutrition, Better 

Tomorrow” by the Bread for the World Institute have stated staggering facts about Indian food 

insecurity and malnutrition. 

2. As per PoU and PMSFI India is one of the most food-insecure countries, with the highest 

rates of stunting and wasting among other South Asian countries. 

3. The Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) measures the percentage of people who are 

consuming insufficient calories than their required minimum dietary energy requirement. 

4. The Prevalence of Moderate or Severe Food Insecurity (PMSFI) identifies the percentage of 

people who live in households that are severely or moderately food insecure. 

5. Food Insecurity Experience Scale survey, which covers almost 90% of the world’s population 

but not allowed to be conducted in India. 

6. It indicates that between 2014-16, about 29.1% of the total population was food insecure, 

which rose up to 32.9% in 2017-19. 

7. About 375 million of the total population was moderately or severely food insecure in 2014, 

which went to about 450 million in 2019. 
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The main cause for such high levels of child stunting and wasting in India: 

1. Poor maternal health: South Asian babies show very high levels of wasting very early in their 

lives, within the first six months. This reflects the poor state of maternal health. 

2. Mothers are too young, too short, too thin and too undernourished themselves, before they 

get pregnant, during pregnancy, and then after giving birth, during breast-feeding. 

3. Poor sanitation is another major cause of child wasting and stunting. 

Need to focus on lack of availability of food is often the main cause of hunger. 

1. High incidence of malnutrition: The reduction in poverty has been substantial going but 

malnutrition has not declined. 

2. Poor performance: In terms of percentages, the PoU has declined 24.7% between 2001 and 

2018 for India; other data are China (76.4%), Nepal (74%), Pakistan (42%), Afghanistan (37.4%) and 

Bangladesh (18.9%). 

3. Low consumption: “Hunger Watch” survey by the Right to Food Campaign says with close to 

one out of every three respondents reporting low food consumption and massive compromise on 

food quality. 

4. Double-whammy: States have temporarily expanded their coverage in the wake of the crisis, 

the problem of malnutrition is likely to deepen in the coming years with rising unemployment and 

the deep economic slump. 

5. Non-inclusive National Food Security Act, 2013: there is non-inclusion of nutritious food 

items such as pulses and exclusion of potential beneficiaries. 

Ineffective human development policies in India: often shadowed by hunger. 

1. Ending hunger and malnutrition will not be achieved by focusing on food security and 

agriculture alone. 

2. Policymakers in India must acknowledge the critical need to link action in addressing food 

security to national strategies across sectors. 

3. There is a need to pursue a “zero hunger” programme with no stunted children below the 

age of two. 

4. This should be a multipronged strategy that focuses on improving agricultural productivity, 

empowers women through support for maternal and child care practices, and offers nutritional 

education and social protection programmes. 

5. The nutrition mission must develop effective protocols for treating the acutely malnourished 

while ensuring better coordination between the nutrition and healthcare departments. 

6. India should adopt a zero tolerance mindset in battling hunger through long-term political 

commitment and effective human development policies that do not see hunger as arising only out of 

lack of availability of food. 

India’s effort to achieve food security: 
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1. Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), with its network of 1.4 million Anganwadi 

Centres, reaching almost 100 million beneficiaries who include pregnant and nursing mothers and 

children up to 6 years; 

2. Mid-day meals (MDM) that reach almost 120 million children in schools; and 

3. Public Distribution System (PDS) that reaches over 800 million people under the National 

Food Security Act. 

4. The recently announced flagship program of the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

will be anchored through the National Nutrition Mission (NNM), or Poshan Abhiyaan, with its own 

specific budget of ₹9,046 crore and a proposed World Bank loan of $200 million, to ensure 

convergence among the various programmes of the government. 

5. Additionally, NITI Aayog has worked on a National Nutrition Strategy (NNS), isolated the 100 

most backward districts for stunting and prioritised those for interventions. 

6. The National Nutrition Strategy (NNS) has set very ambitious targets for 2022 and the 

Poshan Abhiyaan has also specified three-year targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition and low 

birth weight by 2% each year, and to reduce anaemia by 3% each year. 

7. IYCF (Infant and Young child feeding), Food and Nutrition, Immunization, Institutional 

Delivery, WASH(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene), De-worming, ORS-Zinc, Food Fortification, Dietary 

Diversification, Adolescent Nutrition, Maternal Health and Nutrition, ECCE(Early Childhood care and 

Education), Convergence, ICT-RTM(Information and Communication. Technology enabled Real Time 

Monitoring), Capacity Building. 

Measures needed: 

1. Governments, private actors, and NGOs should carefully coordinate their responses to 

overlapping food and health crises and work with community organizations to make sure 

interventions are culturally acceptable, reach the most vulnerable, and preserve local ecosystems. 

2. Food should be priced not only by its weight or volume but also by its nutrient density, its 

freedom from contamination, and its contribution to ecosystem services and social justice. 

3. Governments should expand access to maternal and child health care, as well as education 

on healthy diets and child feeding practices. 

4. Supporting smallholder farmers in becoming sustainable and diversified producers; 

governments and NGOs must seek to improve those farmers’ access to agricultural inputs and 

extension services, coupling local and indigenous agricultural knowledge with new technologies. 

5. Existing human rights-based multilateral mechanisms and international standards—such as 

the Committee on World Food Security—must be strengthened to support inclusive policy making 

and sustainable food systems. 

Conclusion: 

Prioritizing early childhood nutrition is key to ensuring India’s development rests on strong and 

steady shoulders. India’s ability to harness long-term demographic dividends rests on it prioritizing 

nutrition in its health agenda, and reforming the institutional framework through which 

interventions are delivered. 
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Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Examine the reasons that aggravate poverty in Indian Society. Do you think the reason 

for poverty is not only individual but the structure of society as well? (250 words) 
Reference: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of Poverty and factors contributing to it in our Indian society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to examine the reasons that aggravate poverty in Indian Society, also explain in what way 
reason for poverty is not just limited to individual but is also due to structure of the society. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of Poverty. 
Body: 
Start by discussing the eminent causes that often contribute to aggravating of poverty in the country; 
The structural factors producing a high rate of poverty are the reproduction of the class system, 
macroeconomic policies, the vicious circle of poverty, the structure of the electoral process, the 
structure of the economy, institutionalized gender discrimination, and institutionalized ethnic 
discrimination. 
Then discuss in detail the specific elements of the Indian societal structure that lead to aggravation of 
poverty. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done, comment on the efforts of the government in this direction 
and suggest the need to bring awareness and change in the structure of the society that are 
hindering the efforts to alleviate poverty in the country. 
Introduction: 

Poverty is a state or condition in which a person or community lacks the financial resources and 

essentials for a minimum standard of living. Poverty means that the income level from employment 

is so low that basic human needs can’t be met. 

According to World Bank, Poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being, and comprises many 

dimensions. It includes low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services 

necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty also encompasses low levels of health and education, 

poor access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack of voice, and 

insufficient capacity and opportunity to better one’s life. 

In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line in 2011. 

Body: 

The reasons that aggravate poverty in Indian Society are: 

1. Rapid growth of population: Rapid growth of population aggravates the poverty of the 

people. The growth of population exceeds the rate of growth in national income. Population growth 

not only creates difficulties in the removal of poverty but also lowers the per capita income which 

tends to increase poverty. The burden of this reduction in per capita income is borne heavily by the 
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poor people. Population growth at a faster rate increases labor supply which tends to lower the 

wage rate. 

2. Size of family: Size of the family has significant bearing on rural poverty. The larger the size 

of family, the lower is the per capita income, and the lower is the standard of living. The persistence 

of the joint family system has contributed to the health and earning capacity of the rural people. 

3. Outdated Social institutions: The social structure of our country is full of outdated traditions 

and customs like caste system, laws of inheritance and succession. These hamper the growth of 

economy. 

4. Social customs: The rural people spend a large percentage of annual earnings on social 

ceremonies like marriage, death feast etc. As a result, they remain in debt and poverty. 

5. Growing indebtedness: In the rural sector most of the rural people depend on borrowings 

from the money-lenders and land-lords to meet even their consumption expenses. Moneylenders, 

however, exploit the poor by charging exorbitant rates of interest and by acquiring the mortgaged 

land in the event of non-payment of loans. 

6. Unequal distribution of land and other assets: Land and other forms of assets constitute 

sources of income for the rural people. But, unfortunately, there has been unequal distribution of 

land and other assets in our economy. The size-wise distribution of operational holdings indicates a 

very high degree of concentration in the hands of a few farmers leading to poverty of many in the 

rural sector. 

7. Decline of village industries: At present consequent upon industrialization new factories and 

industries are being set up in rural areas. Village industries fail to compete with them in terms of 

quality and price. As a result, they are closed down. The workers are thrown out of employment and 

lead a life of poverty. 

8. Immobility of labor: Immobility of labor also accounts, for rural poverty. Even if higher 

wages are offered, laborers are not willing to leave their homes. The joint family system makes 

people lethargic and stay-at-home. The rural people are mostly illiterate, ignorant, conservative, 

superstitious and fatalistic. Poverty is considered as God-given, something preordained. All these 

factors lead to abysmal poverty in rural India. 

9. Unemployment and under employment: Due to continuous rise in population, there is 

chronic unemployment and under employment in India. There is educated unemployment and 

disguised unemployment. Poverty is just the reflection of unemployment. 

10. Increase in Price: The steep rise in prices has affected the poor badly. They have become 

more poor. 

11. Low agricultural productivity: Poverty and real income are very much interrelated. Increase 

in real income leads to reduction of the magnitude of poverty. So far as agricultural sector is 

concerned, the farmers even today are following the traditional method of cultivation. Hence there 

is low agricultural productivity resulting in rural poverty. 

12. Lack of Skilled Labour: In India, unskilled labour is in abundant supply but skilled labour is 

less due to insufficient industrial education and training. 
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13. Gender imparity: This has led to poor participation of women in economic activities and 

labour force, thereby aggravating poverty in many families. 

14. Ethnic discrimination: leads to non-diversification of jobs especially at the village levels. 

Incidences of communal riots have further discouraged people from migration leading to poverty. 

15. Climatic factors: Climatic conditions constitute an important cause of poverty. The hot 

climate of India reduces the capacity of people especially the rural people to work for which 

production severely suffers. Frequent flood, famine, earthquake and cyclone cause heavy damage to 

agriculture. Moreover, absence of timely rain, excessive or deficient rain affect severely country’s 

agricultural production. 

Thus, it is clear from the above factors that it is not just the economic factors that lead to poverty. 

The societal structure and dynamics directly impact the poverty. Poverty and other social miseries 

are in large part due to social structure, which is how society functions at a macro level. Some 

societal issues, such as racism, sexism and segregation, constantly cause disparities in education, 

employment and income for marginalized groups. 

poverty is often viewed as an individual phenomenon and say that it’s primarily their own fault that 

people are poor. The alternative view is that poverty is a structural phenomenon. From this 

viewpoint, people are in poverty because they find themselves in holes in the economic system that 

deliver them inadequate income. Poverty can be alleviated if we considered the structural influences 

as root causes of social problems such as poverty and inequality. 

Conclusion: 

Poverty can effectively be eradicated only when the poor start contributing to growth by their active 

involvement in the growth process. This is possible through a process of social mobilization, 

encouraging poor people to participate and get them empowered. This will also help create 

employment opportunities which may lead to increase in levels of income, skill development, health 

and literacy. Moreover, it is necessary to identify poverty stricken areas and provide infrastructure 

such as schools, roads, power, telecom, IT services, training institutions etc. 

While accounting for the key findings of the survey taken by ‘hunger watch’, discuss 

how far have the recent efforts of the government been able to address them? Also 

bring out the challenges associated and suggest solutions to the same. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Since the lockdown, the Government of India (GoI) has announced Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan 
Yojana (PMGKY) and Atmanirbhar Bharat. However, numerous studies have shown their inadequacy. 
Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Account for the key findings of the survey taken by ‘hunger watch’ and elaborate on the recent 
efforts of the government been able to address them and express the challenges and concerns while 
also suggesting solutions. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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The Right to Food campaign in partnership with several civil society organisations initiated “Hunger 
Watch”, a rapid survey across 11 states from mid-September to mid-October. The objective was to 
assess the situation of hunger among vulnerable groups, as well as to take immediate local action to 
support those in extreme need. 
Body: 
Present the key findings of the survey – Widespread hunger continues to be a major issue irrespective 
of the income levels, more than half the respondents said their current consumption of rice/wheat 
was less than what it was pre-lockdown. Discuss other aspects from the findings. 
Present the schemes and policies that have been directed to curb the problems of hunger in the 
country. 
Discuss the issues and concerns associated. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the problems, take hint from the article. 
Introduction: 

The effects of the lockdown and the resultant economic crisis continue to disproportionately impact 

the poor and informal sector workers. Since the lockdown, the Government of India (GoI) has 

announced relief packages under the Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) and 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The Economist referred to India’s lockdown as the “stingiest”. 

Body: 

HUNGER WATCH SURVEY 

1. The Right to Food campaign in partnership with several civil society organisations initiated 

“Hunger Watch”, a rapid survey across 11 states from mid-September to mid-October. 

2. The objective was to assess the situation of hunger among vulnerable groups, as well as to 

take immediate local action to support those in extreme need. 

3. It focussed on the conditions among marginalised communities such as Dalit/Adivasi 

households, daily-wage workers, households with single women, aged or disabled and so on. 

4. 41 per cent of sample reported having a monthly income of less than Rs 3,000 pre-lockdown 

compared to only 2.4 per cent more than Rs 15,000. 

5. One-third of them were daily wage workers. 

Key findings 

1. Widespread hunger continues to be a major issue irrespective of the income levels: 

1. Households also face difficult conditions with 27 per cent saying that they had no incomein 

the month before the survey (compared to 43 per cent with no income during April-May). 

2. One in three respondents reported members having to skip meals “sometimes” or “often”. 

2. Reduction in consumption to cope with food insecurity: 

0. More than half the respondents said their current consumption of rice/wheat was 

less than what it was pre-lockdown. 

1. Two-thirds of households reported that the quantity of food consumption either 

decreased somewhat or decreased a lot and 73 per cent reported that their 

consumption of green vegetables decreased. 
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3. Nutrition hunger: 

0. Based on the 2011 National Sample Survey, a recent paper by Raghunathan, Headey, 

and Herforth, published in the Food Policy showed that between 63 and 76 per cent 

of rural Indians could not afford nutritious diets. 

1. The statistics from the survey comparing the food situation before lockdown and in 

October indicate about 71 per cent of our respondents reported that the nutritional 

quality of food worsened. 

4. Rural-Urban disparity: 

0. Based on leaked consumption expenditure survey from 2017-18, S Subramanian, 

showed that consumption declined uniformlyacross rural India. 

Measures needed: 

In India, to combat the malnutrition levels both immediate and long term interventions are needed. 

1. Around 85 to 90% of wasting can be managed at the community level. 

2. Now, the nutritional rehabilitation centres are coming up across the country. It can help in 

taking care of the institutional needs of the children who are already malnourished. 

3. But to prevent it from happening, mothers need to be educated about nutrition at 

anganwadis, access to clean drinking water and sanitation has to be ensured, and livelihood security 

is needed. 

4. However, for immediate intervention, nutritional formulation needs to be made available at 

community level. 

5. Public Distribution System must be universalised (excluding income tax payees), and should 

distribute not just cereals but also pulses and edible oils. Further, we need to reimagine it as a 

decentralised system where a variety of crops are procured and distributed locally. 

6. Both pre-school feeding and school meals need adequate budgets, and the meals should be 

supplemented with nutrient-rich foods such as dairy products, eggs and fruits.. 

7. Social protection also entails universal pension for persons not covered by formal schemes, 

universal maternity entitlements to enable all women in informal work to rest and breast-feed their 

children, a vastly expanded creche scheme, and residential schools for homeless children and child 

workers. 

8. Long-term investments in health, sanitation and nutrition are far more effective in 

preventing deaths due to severe acute malnutrition. 

9. The NNM would do well to keep such studies in mind 

Way forward: 

1. Achieving zero hunger requires agriculture and food systems to become more efficient, 

sustainable, climate-smart and nutrition-sensitive. 

2. labour reforms which protect job security, fair work conditions and social security of all 

workers. 
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3. The time has come for an urban employment guarantee programme, to help build basic 

public services and infrastructure for the urban poor — especially slum and pavement residents, and 

the homeless. 

4. This should also include employment in the care economy, with services for child-care, 

children and adults with disability and older persons. 

5. There is a need for synchronisation among malnutrition, dietary diversity and production 

diversity. 

6. Policies must pay special attention to groups who are the most vulnerable to the harmful 

consequences of poor food access: infants, children aged under five, school-aged children, 

adolescent girls, and women. 

7. There is an urgent requirement for a legally enforceable right to healthcare, with universal 

and free out-patient and hospital-based care, free diagnostics and free medicines. 

8. A sustainable shift must be made towards nutrition-sensitive agriculture and food systems 

that can provide safe and high-quality food for all. 

9. The UN report also calls for greater efforts to build climate resilience through policies that 

promote climate change adaptation and mitigation, and disaster risk reduction. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

What is TRP rating? How these ratings are recorded? Discuss their significance. (250 

words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has constituted a committee to review “Guidelines on 
Television Rating Agencies in India”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of TRP rating; discuss the method involved in recording it while bringing out the 
importance of it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what TRP is. 
Body: 
TRP = Television Rating Point, It is the metric used by the marketing and advertising agencies to 
evaluate viewership. It represents how many people, from which socioeconomic categories, watched 
which channels for how much time during a particular period. Television ratings will influence 
programmes produced for the viewers. Better ratings would promote a programme while poor 
ratings will discourage a programme. 
Explain then how these ratings are recorded in India. 
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Discuss the significance of these ratings.  Hint at challenges if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Target Rating Point (TRP), also known as the Television Rating Points is the metric used by the 

marketing and advertising agencies to evaluate viewership. TRPs represent how many people, from 

which socio-economic categories, watched which channels for how much time during a particular 

period. 

The Centre recently announced a four-member committee, to be headed by Prasar Bharati CEO to 

look into the Television Rating Points (TRP) system and recommend any changes required to make it 

more robust and transparent. 

Body: 

Recording of the ratings: 

1. In India, the TRP is recorded by the Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) using Bar-

O-Meters that are installed on televisions in selected households. 

2. As on date, the BARC has installed these meters in 44,000 households across the country. 

3. Besides, Audio watermarks are embedded in video content prior to broadcast. 

4. These watermarks are not audible to the human ear, but can easily be detected and 

decoded using dedicated hardware and software. As viewing details are recorded by the Bar-O-

Meters, so are the watermarks. 

5. BARC is jointly owned by industry bodies representing broadcasters, advertisers and 

advertising agencies. 

Significance of the TRP ratings: 

1. On the basis of audience measurement data, ratings are assigned to various programmes on 

television. 

2. Television ratings in turn influence programmes produced for the viewers. 

3. Better ratings would promote a programme while poor ratings will discourage a programme. 

4. Incorrect ratings will lead to production of programmes which may not be really popular 

while good programmes may be left out. 

5. Besides, TRPs are the main currency for advertisers to decide which channel to advertise on 

by calculating the cost-per-rating-point (CPRP). 

Limitations of TRP: 

1. The panel can be infiltrated or tampered by bribing viewers or cable operators or tampering 

with the selection of panel. 

2. If the sample size is very small, e.g. for English News channels, the manipulation becomes 

easier as even manipulating a few homes will change the TRP. 
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3. There is an absence of any specific law through which the agents/suspects involved in panel 

tampering/infiltration could be penalised. 

4. About 70% of the revenue for television channels comes from advertising and only 30% from 

the subscription. Dependence on advertisements for revenue is leading to broadcasting content 

which suits the advertisers. 

Way forward: 

1. Increasing the sample size so that the results are more accurate, developing a legal 

framework for the regulation of TRP and chip-based activity logs through all set-top boxes are some 

of the things that can be done by the government in conjunction with the Telecom Regulatory 

Authority of India (TRAI) to make the calculation of TRP fair and precise. 

2. The subscription rates, which are controlled by the TRAI, should be raised so that TV 

channels are not forced to serve the lowest common denominator. 

Critically evaluate the problems associated with delegation of authority. Suggest 

guidelines for effective delegation.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant/ Indian Governance by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of delegation of authority and the problems associated with it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically evaluate the problems associated with delegation of authority. Suggest guidelines for 
effective delegation. 
Directive: 
Critically evaluate – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what delegation of authority is. 
Body: 
Delegation of authority is the process of transferring responsibility for a task to another employee. 
Discuss briefly the underlying principles of it. And then evaluate the problems associated with it. 
Problems range from: Overlapping of Responsibilities, Free Flow of Information, Lack of Ability to 
Direct, absence of control etc. 
Discuss each of these problems with suitable examples and then suggest solutions to address them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of effective delegation of authority. 
Introduction: 

According to Mooney, delegation means conferring of specified authority by a higher to a lower 

authority. It means that delegation is the devolution of authority by a superior person to his agent or 

subordinate subject to his supervision and control. Legally, the delegated authority still belongs to 

the principal, but in practice, its exercise is allowed to the subordinate or agent. 

Terry, however, does not agree with Mooney’s interpretation of delegation. To him, “delegation 

means conferring authority from one executive or organization unit to another.” Thus delegation is 
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not essentially devolution from a higher to a lower authority. It can as well be from a lower to a 

higher authority and between equal authorities. 

For instance, Delegated legislation (secondary legislation or subordinate legislation) is law made by 

an executive authority under powers given to them by primary legislation in order to implement and 

administer the requirements of that primary legislation\Delegated legislation is the name given to 

legislation or law that is passed otherwise than in an Act of Parliament. 

Body: 

The following characteristics of delegation may be noted: 

1. Delegation is the authorization to act in a certain way independently but within the limits 

prescribed by the delegation. 

2. Delegation has a dual character. As Terry has observed, “it is something like imparting 

knowledge you share with others, who then possess the knowledge, you still retain the knowledge 

too.” 

3. Authority once delegated can be enhanced, reduced or withdrawn according to the changing 

circumstances. 

4. One cannot delegate the authority which he himself does not possess. However, he does not 

delegate the entire authority, because if he delegates all his authority he cannot work. 

5. Delegation may be specific or general. It is specific when courses of action for specific 

objectives are specified; it is general when these are not specified, though objectives are specified 

6. Delegation is an art. It has to be related with duties and responsibilities, personal factors in 

superior and subordinate, organisational objectives and policies and environment. 

Advantages of Delegation of Authority: 

1. Effective Leadership: 

1. It helps the chief executive to devote his time and energy to more important decisions of the 

organization. Much of routine work is done at the lower levels and only important business is passed 

on to the leader. Effective leadership is made possible only through the process of delegation. 

2. Immense Educative Value: 

0. One of the duties of a manager is to build up his subordinates, to train them in the 

art of sharing responsibility and making decisions which is possible only through 

delegation. Delegation of authority has, therefore, much educative value. 

3. Flexibility in Rigidities: 

0. Delegation provides the necessary flexibility to the otherwise rigid procedures. 

Delegation helps to adjust procedures according to the needs of situations. 

4. Economy and Efficiency: 

0. Proper delegation of authority minimizes delay, makes service more effective, 

economical and efficient. These are the virtues of division of labour and delegation 

of authority. 
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Problems associated with the Delegation of authority: 

It may be mentioned that no leader can render himself superfluous by delegating all his authority to 

his subordinates. The degree to which delegation is possible varies from case to case depending 

upon the nature of the case, the circumstances and the responsibilities involved. Generally speaking, 

the following powers cannot be delegated: 

1. The supervision of the work of the first line or immediate subordinates; 

2. General financial supervision and the power to sanction expenditure above a specified 

amount; 

3. Power to sanction new policies and plans and departures from established policy or 

precedents; 

4. Rule-making power where it is vested in the delegating officer; 

5. Making of the specified higher appointments; 

6. Hearing of appeals from the decisions of at least the immediate subordinates. 

7. Through constitution, laws and political institutions authority to be delegated is restricted. 

8. Delegation to incompetent staff is avoided. However, this is not to be an excuse to keep 

authority concentrated in the hands of an Administrator. 

9. Smaller organisation and its narrower geographical coverage prevent delegation of 

authority. 

10. Delegation is not possible if conditions of work are unstable and change frequently. 

11. Delegation is not done if organization concerned is new or if it faces or is likely to face crisis. 

12. Lack of effective procedural system in internal communications and work controls make 

delegation difficult. 

13. Power of effecting co-ordination in the organisation vests with the manager. It cannot be 

delegated. 

14. It may also be mentioned that in Indian administration there is lack of adequate delegation 

of authority to various executive levels. 

15. The result is that work piles up at the top causing delay in disposal. 

Guidelines for effective delegation of authority: 

1. Delegation should be written and specific. 

2. Authority and responsibility for each position in the management group should be spelled 

out and delegation should be made to a position rather than to an individual. Authority delegated 

should be proportionate to the task. 

3. Only that much of authority should be delegated as it is within the competence of 

subordinates to exercise safely. 

4. Delegation should be properly planned and be systematic. 
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5. Systematic reporting system should be established with those to whom the authority has 

been delegated to ascertain that authority is being used properly. 

6. Policies, regulations and procedures should be well defined as to give no misunderstanding 

to the employees using discretionary powers. 

7. There should be free and open lines of communication between the delegators and 

delegates. This brings the superior and subordinates closer and can help solving many problems 

which come in the way of delegation. 

For instance, in the case of delegated legislation: 

1. The Jurisdiction of the courts should not be curtailed. 

2. The departments should consult outside interests, which are directly affected by the 

proposed exercise of rule-making powers. 

3. Explanatory notes should be attached to all regulations so that the layman may know why a 

particular regulation is needed, and how it would be exercised. Besides, there should be an excel 

memorandum in the Bill indicating what types of regulations are to be made undue the Bill when it is 

enacted. 

4. Uniform procedures should be adopted in regard to all regulations they should be 

numbered, printed, published, and cited. 

5. Rules and regulations should be published; their publication should be a condition precedent 

to their coming into force. 

6. Parliamentary control and supervision should be strengthened. 

7. Rule-making power should be delegated to a trustworthy authority, which is approved of by 

Parliament. 

Conclusion: 

Delegation of Authority is necessary, and is likely to increase in volume, in view of the complex social 

organization and vast developmental and promotional activities that a modern government 

undertakes. Therefore, some safeguards and controls are necessary and desirable. Delegation of 

authority is inevitable, more so in a society like ours, which is engaged in the transforming itself. 

Fake news is a big problem that gets easily transferred due to misuse of latest 

technologies, resulting in many untoward incidents, in this context discuss the need to 

have a mechanism to address the misinformation being caused due to fake news in the 

country. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the Centre to explain its “mechanism” against fake news and 
bigotry on air, and to create one if it did not already exist. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the menace of fake news in the country and discuss the need to have a mechanism to address 
the misinformation being caused due to fake news in the country. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define and explain what fake news is. 
Body: 
Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or deceive readers. Fake news, 
defined by the New York Times as “a made-up story with an intention to deceive”. 
Explain first who is to blame for this fake news problem? Is it a policy issue or is it due to the 
lackadaisical approach by the social media companies or is it a combination of both? 
Analyse the causative factors that have led to spread of fake news in the country. 
Present case studies like that of Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind. Discuss the ill-effects of it. 
Explain the importance and urgency of having a mechanism to address the misinformation being 
caused due to fake news in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest the need for having a mechanism to address the issue and conclude. 
Introduction: 

Fake news is news, stories or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or deceive readers. Usually, 

these stories are created to either influence people’s views, push a political agenda or cause 

confusion and can often be a profitable business for online publishers. Ex: Muzzafarnagar riots of 

2013: fake video fueled communal passions. 

Recently, the Supreme Court has asked the Centre to provide information on the existing legal 

mechanisms to deal with complaints about the content on television channels. Further it has asked 

the Centre to create an authority to check fake news and bigotry on air. 

Body: 

Causes of Spread of Fake News in India: 

1. Erosion of Media Ethics: News media is no longer seen as an arbitrator of the ‘real news’. 

Media is alleged to be echo-chamber of the dominant political class. 

Thus News Media has lost credibility due to complicit and motivated 

reporting,                                 which has become a source of fake news. 

1. Social Media: The advent of social media has decentralized the creation and propagation of 

fake news. 

The sheer vastness of the internet (over 35 crore users in India) and social media users (an estimated 

over 20 crore WhatsApp users alone) makes tracing the origin of fake news almost impossible. 

                Ex: There have been multiple instances of pictures from the Syrian and   the Iraqi civil 

wars being passed off as from the Kashmir conflict with the intention of fueling unrest and backing 

insurgencies. 

1. Polarization of society: Increasing divide in the society on ideological lines has made the job 

of spreading fake news easier. 
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2. Lack of legislation: There is no specific law to deal with fake news in India. Free publication 

or broadcast of news in India flows from the fundamental right to freedom of expression as 

enshrined under Article 19 of the Constitution. 

3. Confirmation Bias: Studies have confirmed that people don’t care about finding the ‘truth’ 

behind a news item and instead look for evidence to support their preferred narrative. 

Ex: Following the Kerala floods in 2018 there was a surge of misinformation          on social media 

related to the relief efforts. 

Laws and Regulation to Curb Fake News in India: 

1. Press Council of India:It is a regulatory body which can warn, admonish or censure 

the newspaper, the news agency, the editor or the journalist or disapprove the conduct of the 

editor or the journalist if it finds that a newspaper or a news agency has violated journalistic 

ethics. 

2. News Broadcasters Association: It represents the private television news and current 

affairs broadcasters. The self-regulatory body probes complaints against electronic media. 

3. Indian Broadcast Foundation:It looks into the complaints against contents aired by 

channels. 

4. Broadcasting Content Complaint Council: It admits complaints against TV broadcasters for 

objectionable TV content and fake news. 

5. Indian Penal Code: Section 153 (wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot) 

and Section 295 (injuring or defiling a place of worship with intent to insult the religion of any 

class) can be invoked to guard against fake news. 

6. Information Technology Act 2000: According to the Section 66 of the act, if any person, 

dishonestly or fraudulently, does any act referred to in Section 43 (damage to computer, computer 

system), shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or 

with fine which may extend to five lakh rupees or with both. 

7. Civil or Criminal Case for Defamation: It is another resort against fake news for individuals 

and groups hurt by the fake news. IPC Section 499 (defamation) and Section 500 (whoever 

defames another shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two 

years, or with fine, or with both) provide for a defamation suit. 

8. Fake news has existed since the dawn of the printing press but in the age of the internet 

and social media, it has found a tremendous application. Manipulation of algorithms of social 

media and search engines is a global trend now. 

9. Misinformation and disinformation spread in the media is becoming a serious social 

challenge. It is leading to the poisonous atmosphere on the web and causing riots and lynchings on 

the road. 

Measures Needed: 

1. The current response to fake news primarily revolves around three prongs — rebuttal, 

removal of the fake news item and educating the public. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 101 

1. Rebuttal:It is a form of fact-checking wherein the fake news is debunked by pointing out 

errors like mismatch, malicious editing and misattribution. 

2. Removal of Fake news:Technical companies like Facebook and YouTube uses algorithms to 

proactively remove fake news from their platforms. 

3. Also, WhatsApp has put a limit on forwarding messages, so as to limit the spread to fake 

news. 

2. Education and Awareness: The government must take the initiative to make all sections of 

the population aware of the realities of this information war and evolve a consensus to fight this 

war. It must also take strict action against the fake news providers. 

0. Ex: Italy has experimentally added ‘recognizing fake news’ in school syllabus. India 

should also seriously emphasize cybersecurity, internet education, fake news 

education in the academic curriculum at all levels. 

3. Strict Regulation: News being spread using chatbots and other automated pieces of 

software should automatically be selected for special screening. 

4. Bring out policy-: The government should bring out a draft seeking opinion from 

stakeholders regarding issues of controlling fake news. Any future guidelines on ‘fake news’ should 

target ‘fake news’ and not try to regulate media in the name of ‘fake news’. 

5. Regulatory mechanism:The PCI needs to be reformed and empowered in a way so as to 

enable it to strike a balance between the freedom of media and speech on the one hand, and right 

to know on the other. 

6. Government should have independent agency: to verify the data being circulated in social 

and other media. The agency should be tasked with presenting real facts and figures. 

7. An ombudsman Institution:To receive complaints on fake news and initiate immediate 

action.  

8. Accountability of Social Media:Social media websites should be made accountable of such 

activities so that it becomes their responsibility to have better control over the spread of fake 

news. 

9. Using Artificial Intelligence: The artificial intelligence technologies, particularly machine 

learning and natural language processing, might be leveraged to combat the fake news 

problem. AI technologies hold promise for significantly automating parts of the procedure human 

fact checkers use today to determine if a story is real or a hoax. 

 Conclusion 

Fake news affects free speech and informed choices of citizens of the country, leading to the 

hijacking of democracy. Hence it is extremely important that there is a collective effort from all the 

stake holders involved to tackle this menace comprehensively. 

The true measure of digitalization would be seamless delivery of all citizen services”, 

analyse the statement in the context of India. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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The editorial talks about India heading towards becoming a digital nation. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must present a detailed analysis of how digitalization would bring smooth delivery of all citizen 
services in the country. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about the importance of delivery of citizen services. 
Body: 
The true measure of digital nation is the readiness of governments to use technology to create open, 
participatory public systems that citizens consider trustworthy. 
Explain in what ways and means one can measure the levels of digitalization of the country. 
Take hints from the article and present examples. Discuss the sectors which have potential for 
developing India’s digital governance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Digitalisation is a key instrument to ensure effective and efficient public service delivery in the 

current era of digital revolution. It is the key for success of Digital India programme, thus forming the 

backbone of digital infrastructure needed for the other Government Programmes. The digitisation 

embodied in manufacturing and services improves efficiency, total factor productivity, spill-over 

effects, transparency and accountability. 

Body: 

The true measure of digital nation is the readiness of governments to use technology to create open, 

participatory public systems that citizens consider trustworthy. 

According to the Internet and Mobile Association of India and Nielsen report 2019, there are 504 

million active internet users in India aged five and above. To provide effective and efficient public 

service delivery, holistic work needs to be done form local to national level. 

Scope of digitalisation in India: Digitalisation is helping effective service delivery in 

1. redistribution of resources via DBT, 

2. JAM trinity, 

3. providing unique health id for citizen under national digital health mission, 

4. one nation one ration, 

5. providing education to masses free of cost via swayam portals, 

6. Agriculture extension services, 

7. providing information to citizens via RTI 

8. Ease of doing business via single window clearance mechanism, in paying tolls via RFID and 

in collecting taxes online without visiting government offices. 

Advantages of Digitization 
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Digital revolution in India is significant as it promises to bring a multi-dimensional metamorphosis in 

almost all sectors of the society. 

1. From digitization in governance to better health care and educational services, cashless 

economy and digital transactions, transparency in bureaucracy, fair and quick distribution of welfare 

schemes all seem achievable with the digital India initiative of the present Government. 

2. Access to Education: ‘SWAYAM’ scheme provides an opportunity to students to access 

courses taught in classrooms from ninth standard to post graduation, that can be accessed by 

anyone, anywhere at any time. 

1. This digital scheme not only brings education at the door step of numerous students but also 

aims to bridge the digital divide as students who cannot join mainstream or formal education can 

access this application. 

2. Another digital scheme is ‘ePATHSHALA’ which disseminates all educational content through 

website and mobile app. 

3. Better healthcare: Digital AIIMS’ a project that aims to create an effective linkage between 

UIDAI and AIIMS; the ‘e-hospitals’ scheme that is an open source health management system; 

‘mRaktkosh’ – a web-based mechanism that interconnects all blood banks of the state into a single 

network. Such initiatives has been revolutionary for Indian healthcare. 

4. Further, it enables collaboration and knowledge-sharing between academia, the business 

world, NGOs and the vast swathes of the Indian population that will most benefit from it — our 

farmers, rural entrepreneurs and artisans. 

Status of Digital Divide in India 

1. Although India has 220 million smartphone users and is the second largest smartphone 

market in the world, the overall penetration is still just about 30 per cent of the population. 

2. There is a huge rural- urban and inter-state digital divide in India. 

1. according to statistics, more than 75 per cent of the broadband connections in the country 

are in the top 30 cities 

2. Similarly, many states like north-eastern states, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, 

Chhattisgarh and Assam lag behind other states in the use and development of ICTs. 

3. Globally 12 percent more men used the internet than women in 2017, while in India only 

29% of total internet users are females. 

4. Another important reason of digital divide in India is knowledge divide. Knowledge divide is 

directly related with digital divide. 

Impact of Digital Divide 

1. Low female representation: Due to huge digital divide in gender, thousands of Indian girls in 

these far-flung areas are refused access to Information and Communications Technology (ICTs), 

which is a primary cause of low female representation in jobs. 
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2. Denial to information/knowledge: This lack of equal opportunities to access online services 

and information deprive people of higher/quality education and skill training that could help them 

contribute to the economy and become leaders on a global level 

3. Non-delivery of welfare schemes: As many schemes have started using ICT in their delivery, 

at the same time due to digital divide it will create more problem. 

4. Covid-19 case study: India’s deep digital divide is in ever-sharper focus with most physical 

means of carrying out business and governance rendered dysfunctional. 

1. For instance, most emergency permits being issued by various government authorities are e-

passes, which must be applied for and received digitally. 

2. As such, the exigencies of the unlettered and the digitally deprived must, by default, 

languish behind the great divide. 

3. We cannot underestimate the disproportionate burden of the lockdown, both psychological 

and material, being borne by them. 

Need of the hour 

The way to lighten this burden is through an aggressive bridging of the digital divide. 

1. A national network of decentralized virtual call centers could be operated in local languages 

and dialects for the purpose of accessing e-governance. 

2. Digitally empowered citizens, remotely serving as “digital volunteers” could be equipped 

with the relevant helpline numbers, website addresses and URLs for accessing public services. 

3. The digitally disconnected could seek help through a simple phone call, which would be 

queued in the system. 

4. A digital volunteer could then connect with the caller in her language, understand her 

requirement, and initiate the necessary procedures. 

5. Similarly, leveraging India’s vast mobile phone penetration, an artificial intelligence-

powered Interactive Voice Response (IVR) mechanism of placing automated calls could be 

harnessed for proactive dissemination of area-based vital information. 

6. Such digital inclusion is essential for the reassurance of India’s teeming millions that the 

state is in their service and won’t let them languish without an anchor. 

Conclusion 

Promotion of telecommunication infrastructure in rural India is the most important condition for 

bridging the rural-urban digital divide and Indian government can play a significant role in creating 

the IT infrastructure in rural India. A special expenditure should be marked for bridging the digital 

divide in rural India. Government should come up with innovative schemes for giving technology 

access to rural areas. 

The true measure of digitalisation would be seamless delivery of all citizen services. 

Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
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Introduction: 

Bengaluru Tech Summit 2020 where PM Modi delivered the speech about the potential of 

Digitalization and the how government schemes are leveraging Technology to deliver services 

efficiently. 

Body: 

1. Development of India as a digital nation: 

1. Measure of digital nation: The true measure of digital nation is the readiness of governments 

to use technology to create open, participatory public systems that citizens consider trustworthy. 

2. Result of internet access: Affordable smartphones and Internet access have made India a 

digital nation with an estimated 750 million connections and a thriving financial technology sector. 

3. Digital platforms in Covid-19: Digital platforms providing goods and services, including online 

education and telemedicine, have grown vigorously during the COVID-19 pandemic, while many 

professionals have maintained productivity by working from home. 

1. Technology potential to transform the health sector 

1. The core plan in Ayushman Bharat is digital health identity for all. 

2. It would help to access, prescribe and dispense essential medicines free. 

3. The public procurement cost reduces to 0.1% to 0.5% of GDP. 

4. It can help in achieving universal health coverage (UHC). 

1. Efficient digital government depends on transforming internal processes government 

departments, redefining and fixing deadlines for citizen-centric service delivery. 

2. Schemes and services: Government-to-citizen services using Common Service Centres for: 

1. Advice to agriculturists. 

2. Digital payments of welfare benefits through bank accounts. 

3. Online legal advice to four lakh people under the Tele-Law scheme. 

1. Digital India mission, was not being seen as any regular government initiative and had now 

become a way of life, especially for the poor and marginalized and those in the government 

2. India is uniquely positioned to leap ahead in the information era as the Country has the best 

minds as well as the biggest market. Also, India’s local tech solutions have the potential to go global 

(example UPI) 

3. Swamitva scheme is ambitious scheme to give land titles to millions of people in rural areas 

and would be achieved through technology like drones. 

4. Global Market: In the industrial era, boundaries mattered but the information era was “all 

about going beyond boundaries.” 

5. Climate Change: Technology held the key to new science, reduction of carbon emission and 

tackling of global climate change. 
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Challenges ahead: 

1. Trust worthiness: The true measure of digital nations is the readiness of governments to use 

technology to create open, participatory public systems that citizens consider trustworthy. 

Governance must achieve a reliable system of digital welfare. 

2. Need to apply to other sectors: If digital methods can be applied to other sectors, such as 

road safety, the results could be dramatic — potentially reducing the accident mortality rate of 

about 1,50,000 deaths a year. 

3. Internal Changes required: At a broader level, efficient digital government depends on 

transforming internal processes, and fixing deadlines for service delivery. 

4. Weak Legislative framework: Data Bill 

Conclusion 

If digital has to become a way of life, redefining the complex functioning of citizen-centric services 

would be a good place to start, with deadlines for government departments. Governance must 

achieve is a reliable system of digital welfare. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Discuss how Brahmaputra presents both a geopolitical opportunity as well as a cause of 

concern for both India and China to address their water crisis. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The editorial brings to us closer insights of the Chinese dam projects on the Brahmaputra that are 
posing to be a threat to lives and livelihoods downstream. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how Brahmaputra presents both a geopolitical opportunity as well as a cause of concern for 
both India and China to address their water crisis. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Talk about the Brahmaputra; a perennial river, with several peculiar characteristics due to its 
geography and prevailing climatic conditions and its importance to India-China. 
Body: 
In the answer body explain why it is both a geopolitical opportunity as well as a cause of concern for 
both India and China. 
Talk about the water woes across the India-China borders, the issue of food security, and the impact 
on the fragile ecosystems around the river flow. 
Discuss separately the significance of the river to both India and China. 
Explain the issues and conflicts around its usage through damming. Explain what needs to be done to 
address the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Both sides must cease new constructions on the river and commit to potentially less destructive 
solutions. Building a decentralized network of check dams, rain-capturing lakes and using traditional 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/brahmaputra-river-china-dam-india-china-relation-7061644/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 107 

means of water capture have shown effective results in restoring the ecological balance while 
supporting the populations of the regions in a sustainable manner 
Introduction: 

The construction of several dams along the Yarlung (Brahmaputra) river on the Chinese side has 

been a repeated cause for concern for Indian officials and the local people, whose livelihoods and 

security depend on the river. 

Body: 

Peculiar characteristics of Brahmaputra River that is cause of concern 

1. Two Floods: Inhabitants along the river have to deal with two floods annually, one caused by 

the melting of the Himalayan snow in summer and the other due to the monsoon flows 

2. Dangers of Climate Change: The frequency of these floods have increased and are 

devastating due to climate change and its impact on high and low flows. 

3. Dynamic in nature: The river is in itself dynamic as frequent landslides and geological 

activity force it to change course very often. 

Water Issues of China: 

1. Resource Constraints: China, which is home to close to 20 per cent of the world’s 

population, has only 7 per cent of its water resources. 

2. Consequence of Industrialisation: Severe pollution of its surface and groundwater caused by 

rapid industrialisation is a source of concern for Chinese planners. 

3. Regional Imbalance within China: China’s southern regions are water-rich in comparison to 

the water-stressed northern part. The southern region is a major food producer and has significant 

industrial capacity as a consequence of more people living there. 

4. River interlinking Plans: China has an ambitious plan to link its south (water rich) and north 

(water stressed) through canals, aqueducts and linking of major rivers to ensure water security 

5. International Ramifications: In pursuit of above goals, China, being an upper riparian state 

in Asia, has been blocking rivers like the Mekong and its tributaries, affecting Southeast Asian 

countries like Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  It has caused immense damage to the 

environment and altered river flows in the region 

6. Geopolitical Tool: Such projects by China has the potential to significantly change the flow 

rate during times of standoffs and high tensions. In fact, during the 2018 Doklam border standoff 

between India and China, China stopped communication of water flow levels from its dams, 

effectively rendering India blind to floods during the standoff. 

7. Hegemonic Attitude:  China sees such projects as a continuation of their historic tributary 

system as the smaller states have no means of effectively resisting or even significant leverage in 

negotiations. Chinese projects in the Himalayas have only recently begun to operate amid protests 

from India. 

There are now multiple operational dams in the Yarlung Tsangpo basin with more dams 

commissioned and under construction. These constructions present a unique challenge for Indian 

planners because 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 108 

1. It will lead to degradation of the entire basin 

1. Massive amounts of silt carried by the river would get blocked by dams leading to a fall in 

the quality of soil and eventual reduction in agricultural productivity. 

2. Impact on Ecological Diversity 

0. The Brahmaputra basin is one of the world’s most ecologically sensitive zones. It is 

identified as one of the world’s 34 biological hotspots. 

1. This region sees several species of flora and fauna that are endemic to only this part 

of the world — the Kaziranga National Park houses 35 mammalian species out of 

which 15 are listed as threatened in the IUCN conservation list. 

2. The river itself is home to the Gangetic river dolphin, which is listed as critically 

endangered 

3. Reduction in flow of waters downstream will have negative consequences of the 

flora and fauna of the surrounding ecosystem 

3. Prone to Disasters 

0. The location of the dams in the Himalayas poses a risk. Seismologists consider the 

Himalayas as most vulnerable to earthquakes and seismic activity. 

1. Landslides resulting from earthquakes pose a significant threat — the 2015 Nepal 

earthquake and the resultant landslides wiped out several dams and other facilities. 

2. The sheer size of the infrastructure projects undertaken by China increases the 

vulnerability of the region to earthquakes and landslides 

4. Lives & Livelihoods are in danger 

0. Close to a million people live in the Brahmaputra basin in India and tens of millions 

further downstream in Bangladesh. 

1. The projects in the Himalayas threaten the existence of hundreds of thousands of 

people. 

Way forward  

1. Both sides must cease new constructions on the river and commit to potentially less 

destructive solutions. 

2. Building a decentralised network of check dams, rain-capturing lakes and using traditional 

means of water capture have shown effective results in restoring the ecological balance while 

supporting the populations of the regions in a sustainable manner. 

3. It is in the interest of all stakeholders to neutralise this ticking water bomb. 
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Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Where do we geographically place the Indo-Pacific? How has India strived to utilize the 

geo-strategic potential of Indo-Pacific? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Times of India  
Why the question: 
The article presents to the importance of Indo-Pacific in the 21st century and associated political and 
security issues. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the geo-strategic potential of Indo-Pacific to India and importance of geographical location 
of the entire Indo-pacific. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin with the fact that the Indo-Pacific region is crucial in Indian foreign policy. 
Body: 
India has used ‘indo-pacific’ in joint statements with a series of partner countries, including the 
United States, Australia, France, Indonesia, Japan, and of course the United Kingdom. The Ministry 
has recently set up an Indo-Pacific Division as well as an Oceania Division, and placed them under the 
same Additional Secretary level officer. This is a sign of India’s commitment to this critical geography. 
For India, the Indo-Pacific is that vast maritime space stretching from the western coast of North 
America to the eastern shores of Africa. 
Discuss the past to present relevance of Indo-pacific vis-à-vis status of India with respect to it. 
Comment on the efforts of India to utilize the geo-strategic potential of Indo-Pacific. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

“Indo-Pacific” is today a buzzword that has been interpreted differently by various countries in their 

outlook or vision documents. The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth 

of China’s growing influence in the Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the 

Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the oceans to security and commerce. 

Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla recently called the Indo-Pacific the “21st century’s locus of political 

and security concerns and competition for growth and development and of technology incubation”, 

even as stressed on freedom of navigation and respect for sovereignty of all states in the region. 

Body: 

Importance of Indo-Pacific region: 

1. Maintaining regional stability. 

2. Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for enhancing India’s strategic posture. 

3. For the long-term vision of national interest. 
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4. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean region as well as its efforts to 

expand geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military. 

5. In the present time, the control of sea lanes and ports would be the game 

6. China seems to have taken the lead with its geopolitical project—the ‘Belt and Road 

Initiative’ (BRI). 

7. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade 

environment. 

8. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms. 

Role and Implications for India in the Indo – pacific region: 

1. Indo-Pacific is a multi-polar region that is contributing more than half of world GDP and 

population. 

2. India appears to have set a long-term plan during which it will build its capabilities—

economic and military strength, network of military facilities and agreements to access military 

facilities in countries across the Indo-Pacific, expanding economic and military ties. 

3. The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security strategy, represents the most 

populous and economically dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast of India to 

the western shores of the United States. 

4. India has always been a country with great national ambitions and is one of the most 

important advocates of the concept of “Indo-Pacific Strategy”. 

5. With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian Ocean 

neighbours and major maritime powers of the world. 

6. With impetus to Blue Economy, there has been a new reliance on the sea for energy and 

mineral resources. 

7. India has been engaging with regional actors on bilateral as well as multilateral framework. 

8. From Look East policy, there has been a graduation towards engage East policy with 

growing economic relations with the ASEAN, China, Japan and Australia. 

9. India is also in the mode of enhancing its maritime presence throughout the Indian Ocean 

Region. 

10. The proponents of the concept among the Indian policy makers defend India’s role in ‘Indo-

Pacific’ by stating that it preserves the ‘strategic autonomy’. 

11. Strategic autonomy is a step ahead from the Non-Alignment idea as it talks about giving 

“maximum options (to India) in its relations with the outside world”. 

12. It is believed that the Indo-Pacific construct seeks to establish a plural, inclusive and open 

security architecture. 

13. This allows India to create a web of cooperative relations with all the stakeholders based 

on mutual interest and benefit. 
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14. China is the main security threat to U.S. primacy in Asia. It also has a long-standing border 

dispute with India. That gives India and the U.S. a shared interest in countering China’s growing 

military power and territorial revisionist tendencies etc. 

15. India can take this opportunity to promote the justification and rationalization of its 

interests in Southeast Asia, expand its presence in East Asia, strengthen its political, economic and 

military cooperation with the United States and its allies, and comprehensively increase India’s 

influence in international affairs. 

Challenges in the Indo-Pacific: 

1. China’s aggression and debt trap diplomacy, which impinge sovereignty, is going to test 

Indian diplomacy. The various consultation groups will help India develop common strategies to 

keep the seas open and secure and preserve a rules-based order. 

2. Maritime security would include the vital responsibility of safeguarding the sea lanes of 

communication in the Indian Ocean whose geo-strategic importance cannot be over-emphasized. Its 

four key choke-points- the Strait of Hormuz, the Straits of Malacca, and Bab-el-Mandeb Strait and 

the Suez Canal- if closed for any reason can play havoc with global trade and energy flows. 

3. India’s enormous responsibilities for safeguarding its long coast line, its island territories, its 

off-shore economic assets and its EEZ. The two vital choke points in the Indian Ocean region- the 

Straits of Hormuz and Malacca- which are critical for unimpeded international energy and trade 

flows are of operational concern to the Indian Navy. 

4. China is very active in India’s maritime space but takes a different view when it comes to the 

South China Sea considered as “Beijing’s Lake”. India, as well as the international community in 

general, would not want it to become a Chinese lake either. 

5. The rule-based global order is also coming under tremendous pressure in the region with 

countries violating established norms with impunity. 

6. Multilateral institutions seem utterly helpless while countries continue with activities 

detrimental to regional peace. 

7. North Korea’s nuclear programme, developments in the South China Sea and increasing 

cyber violations are examples of this trend. 

Way Forward for India: 

1. Economically and strategically, the global center of gravity is shifting to the Indo-Pacific. If 

the region’s stakeholders don’t act now to fortify an open, rules-based order, the security situation 

will continue to deteriorate—with consequences that are likely to reverberate worldwide. 

2. With joint military exercises, India will develop interoperability and standard operating 

procedures, which will help in any joint military operation or even possibly a military alliance in the 

future. 

3. The Quad Security cooperation among Japan, India, the US and Australia is increasingly 

plausible. The time has come to proactively further this cooperation to ensure prosperity and 

stability in the whole of Indo-Pacific. 
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4. Groups like ASEAN and APEC will have to collectively approach China. Standing up to it and 

physically stopping illegal Chinese construction will gain international attention and the sympathy 

and backing of major powers. 

Conclusion: 

India is already assuming her responsibilities in securing the Indo-Pacific region. A strong India-US 

partnership can anchor peace, prosperity and stability from Asia to Africa and from the Indian Ocean 

to the Pacific. It can also help ensure security of the sea-links of commerce and freedom of 

navigation on seas. 

India’s opting out of RCEP appears more debatable in terms of its economic rationale. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the recent opting out of RCEP by India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse in detail the India’s position in RCEP and the rationale behind it. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present brief background of RCEP; The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was 
signed on 15.11.2020 by 15 countries led by China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and 
the 10-state ASEAN grouping. 
Body: 
Start by addressing the fact that India recently opted out of it, present the reasons – the economic 
factors; Protecting its economy from burgeoning trade deficits with a majority of the 15 RCEP 
members. It had cited the grouping’s refusal to accede to its requests on safeguards as a deal 
breaker. 
Present the significance; RCEP members now account for about 30% of the global GDP and a third of 
the world’s population. The timing of the accord presents a unique opportunity to support economic 
recovery, inclusive development and job creation. 
Discuss both pros and cons. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
Introduction: 

Recently, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was signed into existence by 

15 countries led by China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and the 10-state ASEAN 

grouping, creating one of the world’s largest trading blocs. The countries involved account for almost 

half of the world’s population, over a quarter of world exports, and make up around 30% of the 

global Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

India had been a part of negotiations for almost nine years till it pulled out in November 2019, 

stating that inadequate safeguards and lowering of customs duties will adversely impact its 

manufacturing, agriculture and dairy sectors. 

Body: 

Reasons for India’s Withdrawal: 
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1. Non-acceptance of Auto-trigger Mechanism: To deal with the imminent rise in imports, 

India had been seeking an auto-trigger mechanism. Auto-trigger Mechanism would have allowed 

India to raise tariffs on products in instances where imports cross a certain threshold. However, 

other countries in the RCEP were against this proposal. 

2. Unfavourable Balance of Trade:Though trade has increased the post-Free Trade 

Agreement with South Korea, ASEAN countries and Japan, imports have risen faster than exports 

from India. According to a paper published by NITI Aayog, India has a bilateral trade deficit with 11 

out of 15 member countries of RCEP. 

3. China factor: India fears that the RCEP pact will enable China to dump its products at lower 

prices and finally capture the market. India’s trade deficit with RCEP countries stood at $105 billion, 

out of which China alone accounted for $52 billion. 

4. Rules of Origin:Rules of origin are the criteria used to determine the national source of a 

product. India was concerned about a “possible circumvention” of rules of origin. The deal did not 

have sufficient safeguards to prevent routing of the products. 

5. Vulnerable domestic sectors: India’s vulnerable agriculture and dairy sectors will be exposed 

to vagaries of global trade. For instance, the dairy industry is expected to face stiff competition from 

Australia and New Zealand. 

6. Issue of Market Access: RCEP also lacked clear assurance over market access issues in 

countries such as China and non-tariff barriers on Indian companies. 

7. IPR provisions: Japan and South Korea are proposing intellectual property provisions 

referred to as TRIPS-plus, which go far beyond the obligations under the WTO’s agreement on Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

Reasons for India to Review:  

1. Global Economic Stagnation due to Covid-19: With global trade and the economy facing a 

steep decline due to Covid-19 pandemic, RCEP can serve as a bulwark in containing the free fall of 

the global economy and re-energising economic activity. 

2. Further, the RCEP presents a unique opportunity to support India’s economic recovery, 

inclusive development and job creation even as it helps strengthen regional supply chains. 

3. Need For Economic Realism: India should deter seeing RCEP only from the Chinese 

perspective. India should acknowledge that the trade bloc represents 30% of the global 

economy and world population, touching over 2.2 billion people, and staying out of RCEP may result 

in suboptimal economic growth without leveraging Asia-Pacific demand. 

4. In this regard, India can draw inspiration from Japan & Australia, as they chose to bury their 

geopolitical differences with China to prioritise what they collectively see as a mutually beneficial 

trading compact. 

5. Strategic Need:It is not just because gains from trade are significant, but the RCEP’s 

membership is a prerequisite to having a say in shaping RCEP’s rules.   This is necessary to safeguard 

India’s interests and the interests of several countries that are too small to stand up to the largest 

member, China. 
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6. Impact on India’s Act East Policy: There are concerns that India’s decision would impact its 

bilateral trade ties with RCEP member nations, as they may be more inclined to focus on 

bolstering economic ties within the bloc. 

Way forward: 

1. Joining RCEP: It has the option of joining the agreement without having to wait 18 

months as stipulated for new members in the terms of the pact, since India is an original negotiating 

participant of RCEP. 

2. Strengthen Existing Agreements: The trade and investment agreements with ASEAN, Japan 

and Korea, as well as its bilateral arrangements with Malaysia and Singaporemust be 

strengthened. 

3. Marketing Products: The marketing of Indian products to existing favourable markets, as 

well as other countries where India has a low export presence. 

4. The Indian industry, which has a business in these markets, can benefit from targeted 

promotional strategies given that Indian products are competitive and favoured there. 

5. Export Diversification:Increasing the exports in Africa, a rapidly growing continent which 

enjoys almost 9% of the export share, as well as Latin America, currently at a low 3%. West 

Asia has also been an expanding market where India enjoys synergies. 

6. Deeper Economic Reforms:Must be initiated particularly in market factors of land, labour 

and capital. It will provide the much-needed impetus to overall manufacturing investments. For 

domestic manufacturing, lowering costs of doing business, building the right infrastructure, ensuring 

faster and more efficient trade facilitation at the borders, etc. 

7. External Integration Strategy: The country needs to keep its interests on the table. The road 

to further expansion of its exports to RCEP member nations is very much still open, given that India 

already has trade and investment agreements with 12 of them. 

Conclusion: 

Utilising existing agreements better while proactively exploring new opportunities in other 

geographies will diversify both our markets as well as our export basket. Given the global 

economic scenario in present times and the near future, it would be in India’s interest to 

dispassionately review its position on RCEP and carry out structural reforms that will help India to 

mitigate some of the repercussions arising from the RCEP. 

With the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership expected to impact 

investment flows into India, the country faces trials in maintaining its capability against 

highly competitive countries in the post-Covid world. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article explains that the RCEP and the ‘China +1 strategy’ is likely to impact investment flows into 
Vietnam, India, Bangladesh and Indonesia, which have emerged as key investment destinations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse in what way India could face an uphill task in maintaining its viability against highly 
competitive countries in the post-pandemic world. 
Directive: 
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Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the context of the question briefly.   
Body: 
First throw light on the aspects of post-pandemic economy. 
The Asia region is expected to see remarkable growth with the formal launch of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). Its growth would depend on the role of trade and 
investment flows into these economies, and this would again be the centerpiece of global growth. 
The 15 RCEP member countries account for nearly 30% of the global GDP. 
This largest free trade agreement in the world includes provisions to cover the entire gamut of trade 
and commerce. 
Explain what the challenges before India are. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India’s approach to the changed scenario needs to be well-calibrated. 
Introduction: 

RCEP is a trade deal that was originally being negotiated between 16 countries including India, after 

exit of India, now has been signed by 15 countries. 10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 5 other FTA partner countries of ASEAN: Australia, China, Korea, 

Japan, and New Zealand. 

Body: 

To strengthen economic linkages and to enhance trade and investment related activities between 

participating countries. The Global Economic Stagnation due to Covid-19: With global trade and the 

economy facing a steep decline due to Covid-19 pandemic, RCEP can serve as a bulwark in 

containing the free fall of the global economy and re-energising economic activity. 

Reasons for India’s Withdrawal 

1. Unfavourable Balance of Trade:Though trade has increased the post-Free Trade 

Agreement with South Korea, ASEAN countries and Japan, imports have risen faster than exports 

from India. 

2. India has a bilateral trade deficit with most of the member countries of RCEP- Niti Aayog. 

3. Role of China:India has already signed FTA with all the countries of RCEP except China. Trade 

data suggests that India’s deficit with China, with which it does not have a trade pact, is higher than 

that of the remaining RCEP constituents put together. 

4. This trade deficit is the primary concern for India, as after signing RCEP cheaper products 

from China would have flooded the Indian market. 

5. Further, from a geopolitical perspective, RCEP is China-led or is intended to expand China’s 

influence in Asia. 

6. Non-acceptance of Auto-trigger Mechanism:To deal with the imminent rise in imports, India 

had been seeking an auto-trigger mechanism. 
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7. Auto-trigger Mechanism would have allowed India to raise tariffs on products in instances 

where imports cross a certain threshold. 

8. However, other countries in the RCEP were against this proposal. 

9. Protection of Domestic Industry:India had also reportedly expressed apprehensions on 

lowering and eliminating tariffs on several products like dairy, steel etc. 

10. For instance, the dairy industry is expected to face stiff competition from Australia and New 

Zealand. 

11. Currently, India’s average bound tariff for dairy products is on average 35%. 

12. The RCEP binds countries to reduce that current level of tariffs to zero within the next 15 

years. 

13. Lack of Consensus on Rules of Origin:India was concerned about a “possible circumvention” 

of rules of origin. 

14. Rules of origin are the criteria used to determine the national source of a product. 

15. Current provisions in the deal reportedly do not prevent countries from routing, through 

other countries, products on which India would maintain higher tariffs. 

Suggestions: 

Need for Economic Realism: India should deter seeing RCEP only from the Chinese perspective. 

1. India should acknowledge – RCEP trade bloc represents 30% of the global economy and 

world population, touching over 2.2 billion people, and staying out may result in suboptimal 

economic growth without leveraging Asia-Pacific demand. 

Development of Indo Pacific : Japan & Australia, as they chose to bury their geopolitical differences 

with China to prioritise what they collectively see as a mutually beneficial trading compact. 

Strategic Need: It is not just because gains from trade are significant, but the RCEP’s membership is 

a prerequisite to having a say in shaping RCEP’s rules. 

1. To safeguard India’s interests and the interests of several countries that are too small to 

stand up to the largest member, China. 

2. Moreover, staying out of RCEP may also affect India’s Act East policy. 

Way forward 

India, as an original negotiating participant of RCEP, has the option of joining the agreement without 

having to wait 18 months as stipulated for new members in the terms of the pact. 

1. India required to make its domestic industries competitive and strong enough to compete in 

any international market. It will make negotiating any international agreement easy and profitable. 

2. Conclusion of 17th ASEAN-India Virtual Summit and adoption of ASEAN-India Plan of Action 

for 2021-2025 proves that despite conclusion of RCEP, ASEAN countries are welcoming towards 

India. India must try to find out possibilities of increasing trade with ASEAN countries. 
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3. India currently has agreements with members like the ASEAN bloc, South Korea and Japan 

and is negotiating agreements with members like Australia and New Zealand. 

4. Reviews of its existing bilateral FTAs with some of these RCEP members as well as newer 

agreements with other markets with potential for Indian exports. 

5. India should invest strongly in negotiating bilateral agreements with the US and the EU. 

There is a view that India must discard the outdated perception and seize the new 

strategic partnerships in the Gulf region. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The article explains the dire need of the hour is to seize the new strategic partnerships in the Gulf 
region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the importance of new strategic partnerships of India in the Gulf region. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly account for the relationships of India with the Gulf region from the past to present. 
Body: 
The recent External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s visit to Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates 
recently is a good moment to reflect on the structural changes taking place in the Gulf and the 
region’s growing influence in the Indian Ocean. 
First present the issues in approach towards the region. Then move on to discuss the areas of possible 
relationships with the Gulf. Take hints from the article and list down. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that as India seeks to recalibrate its ties with the Gulf, the real challenge for South Block is 
to get the rest of the Indian establishment to discard outdated perceptions of the Gulf and seize the 
new strategic possibilities with the region. 
Introduction: 

Gulf region like Bahrain, Kuwait, UAE etc are strong hands with India from historical period to 

present pandemic in multiple ways like Energy, Cooperation etc. For decades, Indian mercantilism 

saw Gulf as a source of oil and destination for labour exports and Delhi’s narrow bureaucratic 

approach to the Gulf was incapable of political engagement with the region’s interest. 

Body: 

Outdated perception of India towards Gulf: 

1. Historical links: Arab travelers traded with Ancient Hindustan (jewelry, gold, textiles etc). 

1. Major Famous: Silk Route 

2. Religion perspective: All Gulf nations are Muslim dominated which have close links with 

Pakistan. They come with extremist ideology. 

3. Restricted laws: 
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0. Severe punishments for violation. 

1. Hectic approach to tourists. 

2. Neck tight approach to women. 

4. Hampering relations in fear. Ex: Iran because of sanctions of US 

5. Gulf was viewed as petro states run by conservative feudatories. 

6. India need to discard these reforms due to reforms in religious, economic and social areas in 

Gulf region. 

New Strategic Partnership Areas: 

1. India needs to capitalize on Khaleeji capitalism. As these would help in infrastructure 

building in India. 

2. India and Gulf can cooperate in peace and prosperity of Western Indian Ocean as both are 

main contender in this region. Can also conduct maritime exercise. 

3. India has been made observer member of Djibouti code of conduct. 

4. There is need of cooperation in human right protection, Terrorism and de radicalization. 

5. Economic cooperation between India – Gulf countries can extend beyond oil to IT, 

Renewable energy and higher education. India can use Gulf investment in Make in India initiative. 

6. Indian Gulf can cooperate for peace in middle east (Israel Palestine) and Afghanistan. 

7. India must maintain Gulf vs Iran tussle as both of them are equally important to India. 

Way forward: 

1. India should promote rules based dialogue between respective stake holders. 

2. UAE, South Arabia remain neutral when abrogation of article 35A, article 370. 

3. UAE currently chairs IORA and has been eager to work in India in developing joint 

infrastructure projects. 

Conclusion: 

As it re calibrates India’s ties with Gulf, the real challenge for South block is to get rest of India 

establishment to discard outdated perception of the Gulf and seize the new strategic possibilities 

with the region. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

What is the new peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan? Analyse critically the 

role of Ethnicity in the conflict. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article brings to us the Azerbaijanis celebrating the peace deal in Baku on November 10. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
One has to discuss in detail what the peace deal is about between the Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
critically examine the role of ethnicity in such a conflict. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Recently, Armenia and Azerbaijan signed a peace deal to end the ongoing conflict between the 
countries. According to the deal, the countries will maintain positions in the areas where they 
currently hold. This means a significance gain to Azerbaijan. 
Body: 
Firstly discuss the context of the question; present the highlights of the deal in detail. 
Azerbaijan has reclaimed over 15-20% of its lost territory in the conflict. According to the new deal, 
the countries will maintain the current positions they are holding. Therefore, this will benefit 
Azerbaijan largely. 
Talk about the Nagorno-Karabakh Region, the conflict causing issues. 
Then brief about the role of ethnicity in the conflict. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with your opinion on such peace deals and their significance. 
Introduction: 

Recently, Russia has brokered a new peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Both counties 

have been in a military conflict over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh in the South Caucasus. 

Body 

New Peace Deal: 

 Both sides will now maintain positions in the areas that they currently hold, which will mean 

a significant gain for Azerbaijan as it has reclaimed over 15-20% of its lost territory during the 

recent conflict. 

 All military operations are suspended and Russian peacekeepers will be deployed for a period 

of five years, along the line of contact in Nagorno-Karabakh and along the Lachin 

corridor which links the Karabakh capital, Stepanakert, to Armenia. 

 Refugees and internally displaced persons will return to the region and the adjacent territories 

and the two sides will also exchange prisoners of wars and bodies. 

 A new corridor will be opened from Nakhchivan to Azerbaijan, which will be under Russian 

control. 

Nagorno-Karabakh Region:  

 The region extends across western Asia and Eastern Europe. 

 It has been part of Azerbaijan territory since the Soviet era and is being internationally 

recognised so but most of the region is controlled by Armenian separatists who have declared 

it a republic called the “Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast”. 
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 While the Armenian government does not recognise Nagorno-Karabakh as 

independent, it supports the region politically and militarily. 

Role of Ethnicity in the conflict: 

 Decades-old Ethnic tensions have a crucial role in the dispute. While the Azeris claim that the 

disputed region was under their control in known history, Armenians maintain that Karabakh 

was a part of the Armenian kingdom. 

 Nagorno-Karabakh is part of Azerbaijan, but its population is majority Armenian. As the Soviet 

Union saw increasing tensions in its constituent republics in the 1980s, Nagorno-Karabakh 

voted to become part of Armenia – sparking a war which stopped with a ceasefire in 1994. 

 Since then, Nagorno-Karabakh has remained part of Azerbaijan but is controlled by separatist 

ethnic Armenians backed by the Armenian government. Until recently, negotiations mediated 

by international powers had failed to deliver a peace agreement. 

 Armenia is majority Christian while Azerbaijan is majority Muslim. Turkey has close ties to 

Azerbaijan, while Russia is allied with Armenia – although it also has good relations with 

Azerbaijan. 

Conclusion 

The new peace deal is a significant step in ensuring peace in the region as during the course of the 

conflict, over 1200 have lost their lives as per the Nagorno-Karabakh authorities, while thousands 

have been displaced. Since the conflict started in september, multiple ceasefire agreements have 

been signed between the two sides, but none so far have been successful. 

What are the obstructions to international cooperation in the 21st century? Discuss and 

analyse the need for a more democratic global governance system to address the 

challenges facing the world. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us a detailed discussion on bringing a new democratic global governance 
system. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the need for common global governance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by first setting the context of the question. 
Body: 
In the answer body discuss the impediments to international cooperation in the 21st century. 
Bring out the challenges like – Ensuring affordable availability of the COVID vaccine to the entire 
global population. Making the world economy inclusive, equitable and sustainable for complete 
eradication of poverty, achieving time-bound climate action to protect the planet, preventing the 
militarization of oceans, outer space and other global commons etc. 
Suggest remedies to address these problems, discuss the need to have a new democratic global 
governance system to address the issues. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

In the 21st century mankind is facing a range of severe risks and challenges that call for effective 

global action. To manage these challenges, we need institutions that allow us to take and implement 

collective decisions on a global level, in a way that takes the interests of all into account. The current 

international system has unfortunately proved unable to cope with the most pressing global issues 

in an acceptable way. 

Body: 

1. Global governance encompasses the totality of institutions, policies, norms, procedures and 

initiatives through which States and their citizens try to bring more predictability, stability and order 

to their responses to transnational challenges. 

2. Global governance brings together diverse actors to coordinate collective action at the level 

of the planet. The goal of global governance, roughly defined, is to provide global public goods, 

particularly peace and security, justice and mediation systems for conflict, functioning markets and 

unified standards for trade and industry. 

3. The leading institution in charge of global governance today is the United Nations. It was 

founded in 1945, in the wake of the Second World War, as a way to prevent future conflicts on that 

scale. The UN’s main mandate is to preserve global security, which it does particularly through the 

Security Council. 

4. In addition, the UN can settle international legal issues through the International Court of 

Justice, and implements its key decisions through the Secretariat, led by the Secretary General. 

5. Beyond the UN, other institutions with a global mandate play an important role in global 

governance. Of primary importance are the Bretton Woods institutions: the World Bank and the 

IMF, whose function is to regulate the global economy and credit markets. 

6. Global governance is more generally effected through a range of organisations acting as 

intermediary bodies. Those include bodies in charge of regional coordination, such as the EU or 

ASEAN, which coordinate the policies of their members in a certain geographical zone. 

7. Finally, global governance relies on looser norm-setting forums, such as the G20, the G7, and 

the World Economic Forum: those do not set up treaties, but offer spaces for gathering, discussing 

ideas, aligning policy and setting norms. 

International cooperation and the resulting governance mechanisms are not working adequately or 

effectively. The obstructions faced are: 

1. Responses to common challenges have been mostly taken at the national level, with global 

responses being insufficient, incomplete or simply non-existent. Moreover, there has been growing 

tension between decision-making processes at the national and global level as local challenges “have 

become an integral part of global stakes”. 

2. In trade, where international rules are crucial, countries have been frustrated by the 

stalemated Doha negotiations, and have resorted to bilateral and regional negotiations, as in Asia 

Pacific. 
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3. Based on analysis of governance in these areas, three principles might guide thinking about 

transformation. These are: 

Way forward 

1. Pluralism, where national, regional and global governance systems work in concert; 

2. Strengthened multilateral processes, and the updating and transformation of existing 

international organizations; 

3. Stronger accountability to wider groups of governments and stakeholders. 

4. Global governance arrangements must respect the mixed strategies that countries are 

choosing. 

5. Transformed multilateral institutions are crucial, since international cooperation and rules 

can reduce costs, and increase the support and information available to developing countries. 

6. The accountability of global institutions to their full membership and beyond should be 

greatly scrutinized at each stage. 

Conclusion: 

The formulation of the post-2015 development agenda requires a new international consensus to 

incorporate environmental sustainability as an integral part of the development process. Greater 

acceptance of the concepts of green economy and sustainable development will enhance the global 

governance according to the needs of present times. 
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