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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

State the core principles of Bhakti movement that defied the existing social system and 

values. What impact did Kabir and Nanak leave on Indian society and culture? Discuss.  

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian art and culture by Nitin Singhania 
Why the question: 
Question is premised on the theme of Bhakti movement and its contributions in defying the existing 
social system and values. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail core principles of Bhakti movement that defied the existing social system and values. 
Also bring out the contributions of Kabir and Nanak. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss what Bhakti movement is. 
Body: 
The most important social impact of the Bhakti movement was that the followers of the Bhakti 
movement rejected the caste distinction. They began to mix together on the basis of equality. They 
took their meals together from the common kitchen. The movement tried to loosen the bond of 
caste. 
Explain the contributions it made in doing away with then defined social system and its values. 
Discuss the contributions of the two – Kabir Das is the first Indian saint who has coordinated the 
Hinduism and Islam by giving a universal path which could be followed by both Hindus and Muslims, 
He always rejected murti pujan of Hinduism and shown the clear confidence in bhakti and Sufi ideas. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introdution: 

                Bhakti movement was a liberal and progressive movement which emphasized on personal 

devotion and love towards god irrespective of caste, creed, gender and sects in order to achieve 

salvation. It was free for dominance of any class, ritualistic practises and sacrifices or need for a 

place of worship. 

Body: 

The core principles of Bhakti movement are as follows: 

1. Monotheism: The propagating saints of Bhakti Movement believe in a single God. He was of 

the opinion that the people utter the names of Rama, Krishna, Allah, Vishnu, Shiva etc. for their 

convenience. In reality, God is one. Eg: Ramananda was strong preacher of monotheism. 

2. Submitting to God: The saints of the Bhakti Movement were of the view that self-dedication 

to God leads to renunciation. Lust, anger, greed, attachment and ego are detrimental to the path of 

total indulgence into Godlihood. Therefore, their sacrifice alone is beneficial. Eg: Chaitanya 

Mahaprabhu preached complete discard of desires and submission to god. 
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3. Devotion to God: The saints were of the opinion that a true heart, love, devotion and 

concentration ease the attainment of God. This is the path to salvation. Eg: Mirabai’s undying 

devotion to Lord Kirshna. 

4. Guru (the teacher): One cannot seek knowledge about the Lord without the help of the 

Guru, such was the opinion of the Bhakti saints. At places they treated the Guru at par with God. 

Guru is guide to seek god. 

5. Opposition to priestly hegemony: Bhakti stressed on the notion of ‘personal god’ and 

opposed the dominance of priestly class. Kabir openly condemned priestly class. 

6. Opposition to idol worship: As a corollary to personal devotion, most of Bhakti saints 

believed the god to be formless and omnipresent. They preached that one does not need any idol to 

worship god. God resides in the heart of the worshipper. 

7. Opposition to caste system: The saints criticised the artificial social distinction based on 

birth. They said that god is universally accessible to everyone based on his bhakti and so is salvation. 

Hence the criticised the rigidity in the society on the basis of caste. They drew disciples from all caste 

and creed. Eg: Ramananda’s followers consisted of prince, barber, farmer and even female. 

8. Praise of Good Deeds: The saints of the Bhakti Movement laid special emphasis on good 

deeds. They held the opinion that mankind can improve both his worldly and other worldly life on 

the strength of forgiveness, satisfaction, service, truth etc. He will conquer rivalry and opposition in 

this world and God will also be merciful on him. 

9. Unity in being: The saints professed for unity in all beings irrespective of caste, creed, 

religion or gender. Hence their disciples transcended the barriers of caste, creed and gender. 

Impact of Kabir on Indian society and culture:  

Kabir (1440- 1500) was the son of a Brahmin widow and wasbrought up by a Muslim weaver, so 

could be considered the first important living bridge between Islam and Hinduism. 

1. He believed that God was in the heart and this was the most important realisation. 

2. Kabir emphasized the unity of God, whom he calls by several names such as Ram, Rahim, 

Allah, Govind, Hari, Saaien, Sahib. It led Kabir to conclude that all religions were different roads to 

the same goal, hence he considered the difference between Hindus and Muslims meaningless. 

Hence created unity among religions. 

3. He strongly opposed the rites, rituals and ceremonies performed by both Hindus and 

Muslims like pilgrimages, bathing in rivers, or taking part in formal worship, such as 

Namaz. 

1. Kabir denounced idol worship 

2. He was sharp and harsh critic towards the orthodox Brahmins and ulema, as he believed 

they misused the innocence of the people for their own benefit and that they tried to misguide the 

common people by interpreting the scriptures according to their own conveniences. 

3. Kabir believed that God was Supreme and was not far away in some ‘heaven’, but residing 

within oneself. 
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4. Kabir’s principal media of communication were songs called padas and rhymed 

couplets (dohas) sometimes called “words” (shabdas) or “witnesses” (sakhis). A number of those 

couplets, and others attributed to Kabir since his death, have come to be commonly used by 

speakers of north Indian languages which not only helped in spread of vernacular languages like 

Brajbasha and Awadhi but became an important part of cultural history of medieval India. 

Impact of Guru Nanak on Indian society and culture: 

Guru Nanak (1469 – 1539) was the son of a village accountant. He was one of the most important 

nirguna saints who preached in a similar manner to Kabir. 

1. He believed in the formless God and that God could be seen within the self, and lay 

emphasis on the repeated recitation of God’s name, which was called as nam or shabd by him. 

2. He believed that taking Knowledge could only be attained through a living guru as guru was 

the only one who would help in attaining Union with God. 

3. He was opposed to all religious rivalries. He declared “there is no Hindu, there is no 

Musselman”. 

4. Nanak’s teachings were for people from all castes and he preached a practical approach to 

problems of life. His views were closely related to those of Kabir and the Chishti saints. He rejected 

asceticism and advocated living a normal life accompanied by right faith and belief. 

5. Nanak continued to demonstrate a radical spiritual streak – arguing with local holy men and 

sages, both Hindu and Muslim that external things like pilgrimages, penances, and poverty were of 

far less spiritual importance than internal changes to the individual’s soul. 

6. His most radical social teachings denounced the caste system and taught that everyone is 

equal, regardless of caste or gender. 

7. He was the founder of Sikhism. 

8. He promoted the practise of Langar; or community kitchen, where food would be partaken 

by Nanak’s followers irrespective of their caste or creed. 

9. He established a spiritual centre – Dera Baba Nanak, in Kartapur. His teachings and sayings 

are immortalised in Guru Granth Sahib compiled by later Gurus. 

conclusion: 

As seen above there are multiple overlapping attributes in teaching of both Kabir and Nanak. 

Actually most of teachings of Bhakti Saints could be clubbed together as one. Their mission was to 

preach the religion of love that could unite all irrespective of any social barriers. 

Discuss the key features and significance of folk dance of North Eastern India. (250 

words) 
Reference: Indian Art and culture by Nitin Singhania , www.culturalindia.net 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. theme Art and Culture. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the key features and significance of folk dance of North Eastern India. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining how dance and festivals are manifestation of creativity and are among the oldest 
art forms practised in India. 
Body: 
The seven sister states of India are known for their cultural extensity. These multilingual states are 
very much intricate in exhibiting their culture through their folk dance, the key features range from 
thanking nature, harvest festivals, animal representations etc. Explain with examples that the folk 
dances capture the movements of everyday life as well as animals and birds. 
One can draw a map and show different forms of folk dance of all sister states. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their significance. 
Introduction: 

Northeast India comprises of eight states, which includes the state of Sikkim and the seven sister 

states – Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and Tripura. Folk 

dances in these states are often performed during festivals or to celebrate life. Dance is an 

important aspect in the lives of people living in this part of the country and hence many age-old 

dance forms are still practiced and kept alive. 

Body: 

Features of folk dance of North Eastern India: 

1. Depiction of good over evil: 

 

1. Ex: Bardo Chham is performed by the Sherdukpen tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. The dancers 

wear masks of 12 different animals and perform to the beats of many percussion instruments. 

Sherdukpen tribe believes that there are 12 different evil forces and they all appear in different 

months to mar the happiness of the community. The masks represent evil forces and the main 

objective of this art form is to ward off these evil forces. 

2. Performed before harvesting crops: 

 

0. Ponung is one of the most important folk dances of Arunachal Pradesh. Performed 

before the harvest of staple crops, it has women dancers. 

1. Shad Suk Mynsiem of Meghalaya is a dance festival which is celebrated after every 

successful harvest. 

3. Performed during various festivals: 

 

0. Ex: Bihu forms the most important part of the Bihu festival celebration. The dance is 

performed by young men and women, accompanied by the playing of pipes & 

drums. 

1. Buiya dance performed by the Digaru Mishmis of Arunachal Pradesh, is the main 

attraction of many tribal festivals. 
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2. Hojagiri dance of Tripura is performed during festivals, such as ‘Laxmi Puja’, ‘Durga 

Puja’ and the third day of ‘Dusshera’. 

1. Celebration of nature: 

 

1. Ex: Bagurumba is believed to have been inspired from nature, it can be further classified into 

different dance forms – each inspired from elements of nature like animals, plants, birds, insects, 

water, air and so on. 

2. To relax and rejuvenate: 

 

0. Ex: Jhumur is the dance is performed by the tribal people who work in tea estates of 

Assam. It is often their only recreational activity and this certainly rejuvenates them 

after a long and tiring day. 

3. Showcase of rich tradition and culture: 

 

0. Ex: Ojapali dacne of Assam. 

1. Cheraw Dance of Mizoram. 

4. Paying respects to the deity worshipped by the tribe: 

 

0. Ex: Nongkram Dance of Meghalya. 

5. Celebration of victory over an enemy: 

 

0. Ex: Chang Lo dance of Nagaland. 

6. To celebrate weddings: 

 

0. Maruni is the main attraction of Sikkim weddings. 

Significance of folk dance of North Eastern India: 

1. Folk Dances are an integral part of India’s tradition and culture, and it goes without saying 

that their significance was, is and shall always be immense. 

2. Folk Dances form a part of our country’s unique identity. 

3. These forms and expressions of Indian Art gain India love, fame and respect in foreign lands. 

4. Folk Dances are also considered a part of our history and their tales can often reveal a lot 

about the periods these dances have developed through. 

5. These dances are also excellent forms of exercise and can be a very useful combination of 

dance and physical exercise, to gain one physical fitness as well as creative satisfaction. 

6. Folk Dances can bring harmony. When dancers get together, often holding hands to dance, it 

brings a feeling of unity and harmony within their group. This can be very beneficial for the peace of 

the land. 
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7. When people perform Folk Dances together, they get to know and love their land deeper. 

8. NE Folk Dances are appreciated and admired all over the world, and can bring their dancers 

name, fame and fortune. 

Conclusion: 

                Each festival in the North East is a chance to showcase the unique culture, dance and music 

of the state and its people, and although most are reasonably new events, they are staged to 

promote and preserve ancient traditions at risk of dying out as young people increasingly leave their 

remote villages to find work and education in towns and cities. 

Write a note on Kailasanatha Temple and Dashavatar Cave architecture of 

Rashtrakutas.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Art and Culture by Nitin Singhania 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of Art and culture of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to explain the architecture of Rashtrakutas with specific references to Kailasanatha Temple 
and Dashavatar Cave. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief introduction on the architectural abilities of Rashtrakutas. 
Body: 
First talk about the Kailasanatha temple; is the largest of the rock-cut Hindu temples at the Ellora 
Caves, Maharashtra, India. A megalith carved from a rock cliff face, it is considered one of the most 
remarkable cave temples in the world because of its size, architecture. As per the historical records, it 
was built by the 8th century Rashtrakuta King Krishna I between the year 756 and 773 AD. 
Cave 15 of the Ellora is known as Dashavatara Cave, belongs to the period of Rashtrakuta king, 
Dantidurga. This cave mainly depicts Lord Shiva & Lord Vishnu in various forms. This two-storeyed 
structure has a large courtyard in which stands a monolithic Nandi mandapa. River goddesses flank 
the entrance. 
Use pictorial depictions to show the architectural styles and their importance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by appreciating such architectural marvels. 
Introduction: 

The Rashtrakutas contributed much to the architectural heritage of the Deccan. Percy Brown says 

that the Kailash temple is “an illustration of one of those rare occasions when men’s minds, hearts 

and hands work in unison towards the consummation of a supreme ideal”. The Rashtrakuta 

contributions to art and architecture are reflected in the splendid rock-cut cave temples at Ellora and 

Elephanta, areas also occupied by Jain monks, located in present-day Maharashtra. 

The most extensive and sumptuous of the Rashtrakuta works at Ellora is their creation of the 

monolithic Kailasanath Temple and Dashavatar Cave architecture. 

Body: 

Kailashanatha Temple: 

As per the historical records, it was built by the 8th century Rashtrakuta King Krishna I between the 

year 756 and 773 AD. Cave 16, known as the Kailasha temple, is a particularly notable cave temple in 

India as a result of its size, architecture and having been entirely carved out of a single rock. 
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It is modelled along similar lines to other Hindu temples with 

1.  a gateway, 

2. an assembly hall, 

3. a multi-storey main temple surrounded by numerous shrines laid out according to the 

square principle, 

4. an integrated space for circumambulation, 

5. a garbha-grihya (sanctum sanctorum) wherein resides the linga-yoni, and a spire-shaped like 

Mount Kailash – all carved from one rock. 

6. Other shrines carved from the same rock are dedicated to Ganga, Yamuna, Saraswati, the 

ten avatars of Vishnu, Vedic gods and goddesses including Indra, Agni, Vayu, Surya and Usha, as well 

as non-Vedic deities like Ganesha, Ardhanarishvara (half Shiva, half Parvati), Harihara (half Shiva, half 

Vishnu), Annapurna, Durga and others. 

7. It has a three-tiered sikhara or tower resembling the sikhara of the Mamallapuram rathas. 

8. In the interior of the temple there is a pillared hall which has sixteen square pillars. 

9. The Kailasa temple is an architectural marvel with it beautiful sculptures. 

10. The sculpture of the Goddess Durga is shown as slaying the Buffalo demon. 

11. In another sculpture Ravana was making attempts to lift Mount Kailasa, the abode of Siva. 

12. The scenes of Ramayana were also depicted on the walls. 

13. The general characteristics of the Kailasa temple are more Dravidian. 

Kailasha temple is considered a highly notable example of temple construction from 1st millennium 

Indian history, and was called, by Carmel Berkson, “a wonder of the world” among rock-cut 

monuments. 

Dashavatara Cave: 

Cave 15, Dashavatara Cave is one of the finest at Ellora. The two storeyed temple contains 

mesmerising Shiva Nataraja and a Shiva emerging from Lingam while Vishnu and Brahma pay 

homage. 

Features of Dashavatara Caves: 

1. It has cells and a layout plan that are similar to Buddhist Caves. 

2. It also indicates presence of non-Buddhist features, such as a Nrtya Mandapa at its 

entrance. 

3.  Hindu temple housed in Cave 15 has an open court with a free-standing 

monolithic mandapa at the middle and a two-storeyed excavated temple at the rear. 

4. Large sculptural panels between the wall columns on the upper floor illustrate a wide range 

of themes, including the ten avatars of Vishnu. 

5. finest relief of this cave is the one depicting the death of Hiranyakashipu, where Vishnu in 

man-lion (Narasimha) form, emerges from a pillar to lay a fatal hand upon his shoulder. 
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6. Other reliefs in Cave 15 include the Gangadhara, marriage of Shiva and Parvati, Tripurantika 

of Shakti tradition, Markendeya, Garuda, aspects of life, Nandi in mandapa, dancing Shiva, 

Andhakasura, Govardhanadhari, Gajendravarada and others. 

7.  panels are arranged in dyads, which displays “cooperative but also antagonistic energy” 

with a mutuality of power transference. 

Conclusion: 

Art historians consider the Kailasnatha temple and Dashavatara caves as an unrivalled work of rock 

architecture, a monument that has always excited and astonished travellers. 

What caused the rise of the Sufi movement in India? Discuss its spread and expansion in 

the country. (250 words) 
Reference: Medieval Indian history NCERT class XI 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the context of Sufi movement in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the rise of Sufi movement in India and its expansion. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Sufism has a history in India evolving for over 1,000 years. 
Body: 
In the answer body capture the following important dimensions: 
Write in brief about the Sufi Movement; its origin, expansion etc. Sufism helped the assimilation of 
the Afghani Delhi Sultanate rulers within mainstream society. By building a syncretic medieval culture 
tolerant and appreciative of non-Muslims, Sufi saints contributed to a growth of stability, vernacular 
literature, and devotional music in India. 
Give the reasons that led to the rise of Sufi movement in the country. 
Elaborate on its Impact on the society. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that through Sufi movement a deep-rooted change came about to lay the foundations of a 
liberal and composite Indian society. 
Introduction: 

The Sufi movement began in 10th century AD. It was brought to India by Muinuddin Chisti and from 

then it spread throughout the country. It shared many traits with the contemporary Bhakti 

movement. Due to travelling by traders and expansion of Muslim powers across Indian subcontinent 

gave rise to Sufism.  Sufi Saints are revered today not only by Muslims but also by a large number of 

Hindus. 

Body: 

Different sects of Sufis established their hospices at different places, their areas seldom overlapped. 

The various sects are Chisti (Ajmer, 

Delhi), Suhrawardi (Multan), Qadiriyya (Punjab), Naqshabandiyya (Bengal, Malwa, Jaunpur). 

Causes:   
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1. Growing materialism of the Caliphate as a religious and political. 

2. Rising hatred due to Shia and Sunni sects. 

3. Patronage of Sufi saints under Delhi Sultanate. 

4. Effects of Hindu Yogis, jains and Buddhism. 

5. Sympathetic and loving character of Sufism. 

6. The personal God concept, devotional music, and the practice of having a spiritual teacher 

(Murshid), similar to older Hindu tradition made the Sufis very agreeable to the general Indian 

public, always curious and eager for spiritually inclined men. 

7. For Sufis, love of God means Love for humanity, while Orthodox Muslims believe in 

expansion their reign by war. 

8. Sufi said guidance of guru/pir for salvation so that more people connected. 

9. They also talked about ethical issues like tolerance, mediation, fasting charity. 

Spread and expansion of Sufism: 

The Sufi movement initially began in North Western frontiers of the country in areas like Punjab, 

Multan, Lahore and it spread to Delhi and other areas. 

1. Denounce idol worship, lower strata saw its relief against brahminical society. 

2. Promote common brotherhood and peace. 

Some major Incidents of Spread are: 

1. Establishments of Muinuddin Chisti’s sect at Chist in Afghanistan. He later moved to Ajmer, 

where he spent his rest of life. 

2. Muhammad bin Tughlaq moved to Daulatabad. He took numerous Sufi saints with him, this 

caused establishments of Sufism in Southern India. 

3. Patronage of Sufis by Sultans of Delhi, and then by Mughals especially by Akbar, Aurangzeb 

and Dara Sikh. 

4. Sufism helped the assimilation of the Afghani Delhi Sultanate rulers within mainstream 

society. 

5. By building a syncretic medieval culture tolerant and appreciative of non-Muslims, Sufi saints 

contributed to a growth of stability, vernacular literature, and devotional music in India. 

 Conclusion: 

Sufi movement a deep-rooted change came about to lay the foundations of a liberal and composite 

Indian society. The Sufi movement is a characteristics feature of the medieval Indian Period. As the 

Sufi saints’ holiness, asceticism and relatively open hospices appealed to the masses and numerous 

followers thronged to them. 

Give a comparative analysis of Buddhist and Jain literature as a source of ancient Indian 

history. (250 words) 
Reference: Ancient Indian history NCERT by R S Sharma 
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Why the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to discuss the contributions of Buddhist and Jain literature 
as a source of ancient Indian history. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the contributions of the two literatures while giving a comparative analysis of the 
two. 
Directive: 
Compare– provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are similar as well 
as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Both Buddhist and Jain literature are classified under Brahman literature. 
Body: 
Most ancient Buddhist texts are also Tripitaka. Buddha’s religious ideas and words are collected in 
Sutta Pitaka. It is called the Encyclopedia of Buddhism. Jain literature on the other hand is classified 
into two major categories Agam and Non-agam sutras. Agam literature consists of many texts, which 
are the sacred books of the Jain religion. They are written in the Ardha-magadhi, a form of Prakrit 
language. Non-agam literature consists of commentary and explanation of Agam literature, and 
independent works, compiled by ascetics and scholars. They are written in many languages such as 
Prakrit, Sanskrit, Apabhramsa, Old Marathi, Rajasthani, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannad, Tamil, German, and 
English. 
Provide for key features of the two literatures and explain in what way they prove to be one of the 
important sources of ancient Indian history. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the ideologies of the two sects that hold relevant even today through their literature. 
Introduction: 

Buddhism and Jainism are ancient religions that developed during the days of Ancient India. 

Buddhism is based on the teachings of Gautama Buddha, while Jainism is based on the teachings of 

Mahavira 

Body: 

Buddhist Literature: 

Tripitaka: Tripitaka or Three Baskets is a traditional term used for various Buddhist scriptures.  The 

three pitakas are Sutta Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka and Abhidhamma Pitaka. 

1. Sutta Pitaka: 

1. It contains over 10 thousand suttas or sutras related to Buddha and his close companions 

2. Vinaya Pitaka 

0. The subject matter of Vinay Pitaka is the monastic rules for monks and nuns. It can 

also be called as Book of Discipline. 

1. Its three books are Suttavibhanga, Khandaka and Parivara. 

3. Abhidhammapitaka: 

0. Abhidhammapitaka deals with the philosophy and doctrine of Buddhism appearing 

in the suttas. However, it does not contain the systematic philosophical treatises. 
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Jatakas: Jatakas are very much close to folklore literature and they contain the tales of previous 

births of Buddha in poems. 

Milinda Panha: 

1. Milinda Panha means “Questions of Milinda”. It contains the dialogue of Indo-Greek King 

Meander and Buddhist monk Nagasena. 

2. It has been written in second to first century BC and initially written in Sanskrit. There is only 

one copy in Sri Lankan Pali of this work. It was printed in the 6th Buddhist council in 1954. 

Dipavamsa: The meaning of Dipavamsa is “Chronicle of Island”. It is the oldest historical record of Sri 

Lanka. 

Mahavamsa: Mahavamsa is the most important Pali epic poem. Mahavamsa means “Great 

Chronicle”. It’s a historical poem in Pali Language which deals about the Kings of Sri Lanka. 

  

Mahavastu: Mahavastu means the “Great Event”. It’s a work in prose and verse and is written in 

Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit. It details the miracles & earlier lives of Buddha. 

Buddha Charita: Buddha Charita is an epic style Sanskrit work by Ashavaghosa. It mainly deals with 

Buddha’s Life. 

Lalitavistara: In Sanskrit Lalit is a Lotus. Lalitvistara is a Sanskrit text that deals with the biography of 

Buddha. 

Jainese Literature: 

The canonical literature of Jainism is claimed to have started from Adinatha, the first tirthankara. It is 

said that these teachings were forgotten and revived by the Tirthankaras from time to time. 

The teachings of the Tirthankaras before Mahavir are known as Purva. There were total 14 Purvas 

which were memorized and passed on through the ages, but later lost into oblivion. Jain Scholar 

Bhadrabahu, who was also a Sutra Kevali could recite the 14 Purvas. Bhadrabahu is considered to be 

the last expert of fourteen Purvas. He later migrated to South India, where he would later become 

guru of Chandragupta Maurya. 

Jain Literature is called Jain Agamas. They are canonical texts of Jainism based on Mahavira’s 

teachings. 

Jain Religious Canon 

1. 12 Upanga Agams: Upanga Agamas are explanations to Angas 

2. 6 Chedasutras: These are texts related to behaviour of Monks and Nuns. 

3. 4 Mulasutras: These are texts which provide a base in the earlier stages of the monkhood 

4. 10 Prakirnaka sutras: These are texts on Independent or miscellaneous subjects 

5. 2 Culikasutras: These are texts which further enhance or decorate the meaning of Angas. 

Acharang Sutra (Acaranga Sutra) 
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1. Acharanga Sutra is the first of the eleven (or 12) Anga Agamas. It is the first text that was 

studied by the Jain monks. 

1. This agam describes the conduct and behaviour of ascetic life and the description of the 

penance of Lord Mahavir. This is the oldest agam from a linguistic point of view. It was written in 

Ardhamagadhi Prakrit. 

Kalpa Sutra: 

1. Kalpa Sutra was written by Bhadrabahu. 

1. It contains the biographies of the Jain Tirthankaras, most notably Parshvanath and Mahavira, 

including the latter’s Nirvana. It is Classic Sanskrit Literature 

Conclusion: 

The contribution by Buddhism and Jainism to the Indian society is enormous and has led to 

upliftment of many social castes and make people believe they are equal to others in the society as 

well. 

Discuss the starring role and influences of Basavanna as a social reformer. (250 words) 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of important social reformers and their contributions to the 
society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail about the personality of Basavanna and his role and contributions as a social 
reformer. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Basavanna (1106–1167)) was a philosopher and a social reformer, who fought against social evils of 
his time such as caste system and the ritual practices of Hinduism. 
Body: 
Explain that his teachings and philosophy transcend all boundaries and address the universal and 
eternal. Basava was a great humanitarian, who advocated a new way of life, in which divine 
experience was at the center of life and where caste, gender and social distinctions carried no special 
importance. 
Discuss in detail his contributions to the Indian society. 
Explain the bringing of Lingayat faith by him, his contributions through Vachanas etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with his teachings that hold relevant even in today’s times. 
Introduction: 

Basavanna or Lord Basaveshwara was an Indian 12th-century statesman, philosopher, a poet and 

Lingayats saint in the Shiva-focussed Bhakti movement and a social reformer in Karnataka. He lived 

during the reign of the Kalyani Chalukya/Kalachuri dynasty. He was active during the rule of both 

dynasties but reached his peak of influence during the rule of King Bijjala II in Karnataka, India. 

Body: 
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Role and influences of Basavanna as a social reformer: 

1. Basavanna was a philosopher and a social reformer, who fought against social evils of his 

time such as caste system and the ritual practices of Hinduism. 

2. His teachings and philosophy transcend all boundaries and address the universal and 

eternal. 

3. Basava was a great humanitarian, who advocated a new way of life, in which divine 

experience was at the center of life and where caste, gender and social distinctions carried no 

special importance. 

4. From socio-economic prejudices and untouchability to gender discrimination, he waged war 

against all ills. 

5. Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led by 

Brahmins, and replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as 

individually worn icons and symbols like a small linga. 

6. Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanas. 

Lingayats community: 

1. The Lingayats/Veerashaiva community, a politically dominant group in Karnataka, are 

devotees of Shiva. 

2. The Lingayats follow 12th-century saint-philosopher Basavanna who had rejected ritualistic 

worship and pre-eminence of the Vedas. 

3. The Veerashaivas sect of the community also worships Shiva idols and practises other Hindu 

customs. 

4. The Lingayats consider the Veershaivas to be part of Hinduism as they follow Hindu customs 

while the Veerashaivas think the community was an ancient religion established by Shiva and 

Basavanna was one of its saints. 

Anubhava Mantapa: 

1. Basavanna staunchly believed in a caste-less society where each individual had equal 

opportunity to rise up in life. 

2. To give force to the noble mission, he conceptualised Anubhava Mantapa– an academy of 

mystics, saints and philosophers of the Lingayata faith and acted as the fountainhead of thoughts on 

common human values and ethics. 

3. Presided over another great mystic Allama Prabhu, the Anubhava Mantapa also had 

numerous Sharanas – people from the lower strata of society – as participants. 

4. Basavanna himself joined as a participant in the Anubhava Mantapa with other greats 

like Akka Mahadevi and Allama Prabhu. 

Vira-Shaiva movement: 

1. Basavanna was a reformer. He became the leader of the Vira Saiva movement. He 

established a cult that is accepted today by many people. 
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2. It developed a school of poor priests. It abolished the old priestly class. It adopted the 

vernacular as the medium for inculcating the supreme truth into the people. It gave to women an 

important place in religious and social life. 

3. It prescribed one ideal of realisation for every individual, high or low. 

Conclusion: 

Basavanna gave rise to a system of ethics and education at once simple and exalted. But the spirit 

soon disappeared after the intermarriage that Basava facilitated came to an abrupt end when the 

couple were punished for the same by the King. The dream of the classless society was shaken and 

Basava soon realised the meek picture and left for Kudala Sangama and a year later died. Many 

believe that it was through self-annihilation, because of the agony caused by the failure. 

Elucidate the main aspects of the policy of Dhamma as propounded by Ashoka and to 

what extent are they relevant to present-day India. (250 words) 
Reference: NCERT – History of Medieval India class XI 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the theme of the Policy of Dhamma proposed by Ashoka and its 
relevance as of today. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain the main aspects of the policy of Dhamma as propounded by Ashoka and explain to 
what extent they are relevant to present-day India. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what the Policy of Dhamma is. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the principles underlying the policy of Dhamma; People should live in peace and 
harmony. Everyone should practice the principle of ahimsa, i.e. non-violence and non-injury to all 
living beings. People should love one another and display respect and tolerance towards other 
religious faiths. Children should obey their elders and elders should treat children with 
understanding. People should be truthful, charitable and kind to all, even towards servants and 
slaves. 
Explain in points, how the policy of Dhamma was meant to reduce various conflicts and discords 
present in the Mauryan society at that time. Also draw conclusion as to how that makes it more than 
ever relevant to today’s times. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Ashoka’s Dhamma can still be an answer to the socio-political needs of the world even 
today. 
Introduction: 

Ashoka’s Dhamma was neither a new religion nor a new political philosophy. Rather, it was a way of 

life, a code of conduct and a set of principles to be adopted and practiced by the people at large. 

Dhamma related to generalized norms of social activities and behaviors. 

Body: 

Main aspects of the policy of Dhamma as propounded by Ashoka: 
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1. Major Rock Edict I: Prohibition of animal sacrifices and festive fathering’s. 

2. Major Rock Edict II: Describes the medical missions sent everywhere (land of Cholas, 

Pandyas, Satyaputras, Keralaputras, Ceylon, Antiochus) for men and animals. Plantation of medicinal 

herbs and trees and digging of wells along the roads. 

3. Major Rock Edict III: On 12 years of his consecration, Yuktas (subordinate officers) rajukas 

(rural administrators) and the Pradesikas (head of the districts) were ordered to tour every five years 

and propagate Dhamma. It also mentions about being generous to Brahmans and sramanas and 

obedient to one’s mother and father, friends and relatives. 

4. Major Rock Edict IV: The sound of the drum has become the sound of Dhamma showing the 

people the divine form. 

5. Major Rock Edict V: Mentions about the introduction of the institution of the dhamma-

mahammatas, the officers of the Dhamma in his fourteenth year of reign. It also mentions about 

humane treatment of servants by masters and of prisoners by government officials. 

6. Major Rock Edict VI: It-makes the relationship between the king and his subjects via the 

Mahamattas clearer and now the Mahamattas are told to make their reports to the king at any time 

and place. 

7. Major Rock Edict VII: It pleads for toleration amongst all sects. 

8. Major Rock Edict VIII: In the tenth year of his reign Asoka went on a visit to Bodh-Gaya, to 

see the Bodhi-tree. Following this event, he started a system of Dhamma-yatas which is described in 

this edict. Dhamma-yatas were occasions when he toured the country for the furtherance of 

Dhamma. 

9. Major Rock Edict IX: All ceremonies are useless except Dhamma which includes respect for 

others and regard even for slaves and servants and donations to sramanas and Brahmans. 

10. Major Rock Edict X: In this edict, Asoka denounces fame and glory and reasserts that the 

only glory he desires is that his subjects should follow the principles of Dhamma. 

11. Major Rock Edict XI: It contains a further explanation of Dhamma. Here he refers to the gift 

of Dhamma, the distribution of Dhamma, the kinship detailed Dhamma. 

12. Major Rock Edict XII: It is a direct and emphatic plea for toleration amongst the various 

sects. 

13. Major Rock Edict XIII: It is among the most important document of Asokan history. It clearly 

states that the Kalinga war took place eight years after his consecration. It mentions about the 

replacements of bherighosa (sound of war drums) by dhammaghosa (sound of peace), i.e., conquest 

through Dhamma instead through war. 

14. Major Rock Edict XIV: It is a short edict in which Asoka explains that he has had these edicts 

inscribed throughout the country in complete or abridged versions. 

Successes: 

1. It is an important document of his essential humanity and an answer to the socio political 

needs of the contemporaneous situation. 
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2. It was not anti brahminical because respect for Brahmins and sarmanas is an integral part of 

Dhamma. 

3. One of the striking features of Asoka’s edicts talks about father-child relationship between 

the king and his populace. 

4. In spite of his religious eclecticism, Ashoka denounced all useless ceremonies and sacrifices 

held under the influence of superstition. The first Rock Edict prohibits the ritual of animal sacrifice 

and festive gatherings. 

5. Asoka also started a system of dhammayatas or Yatras whereby be toured the country and 

preached the Dhamma to the people. 

6. Throughout his edicts Ashoka stresses the importance of the family. The emphasis is on 

respecting elders including religious elders, a humane and just attitude towards servants and slaves 

and a high degree of social responsibility and civic ethics. 

7. Ashoka pleaded for tolerance of different religious sects in an attempt to create a sense of 

harmony. 

8. The policy of Dhamma also laid stress on non-violence, which was to be practiced by giving 

up war and conquests and also as a restraint on the killing of animals. 

9. Ashoka set an example of vegetarianism by almost stopping the consumption of meat in the 

royal household. 

10. Since he wanted to conquer the world through love and faith, he sent many missions to 

propagate Dhamma. Such missions were sent to far off places like Egypt, Greece and Sri Lanka. The 

propagation of Dhamma included many measures of people’s welfare. 

Shortcomings: 

1. His policy of Dhamma failed to achieve the desired goal of reducing social tension. 

2. Power of official dhammamahamattas to interfere in the lives of people increased over time. 

There was resentment against officials. 

3. None of Ashoka successors continued the propagation of Dhamma. 

Relevance in the current Society: 

1. Ashoka’s Dhamma holds good even in the present society. 

2. Dhamma is distinguished by several characteristic doctrines and philosophical positions. 

3. Tolerance was insisted upon as an absolute duty, which is very much necessary for multi-

religious country India. 

4. Dhamma is completely cosmopolitan and has universal applicability. 

5. It can act as a panacea for the religious and social unrest currently prevailing in India. 

Conclusion: 

Dhamma being secular in nature and advocates humanitarian approach, making it a very practical 

solution. Dhamma promotes social equality and is realistic. So, Dhamma is the need of the hour of 

the present India. Ashoka’s Dhamma has all-time applicability in a divergent Indian society. 
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Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Assess the role of Indian Civil Services in facilitating and furthering the British Rule in 

India.(250 words) 
Reference:  Modern Indian history by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the role of Indian Civil Services in facilitating and furthering the British Rule 
in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the role played by Indian Civil Services in facilitating and furthering the British Rule in India. 
Directive: 
Assess – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly narrate the background of Indian civil services and its coming in the Indian history. 
Body: 
Civilian administration had always remained in Indian hands, even under the Mughals, as part of a 
deliberate policy of assimilation. But the British saw themselves as a superior race and, seeking to 
impose colonial rule for commercial gain, considered it necessary to man their administration at all 
senior and strategic levels with their own personnel. 
The question of the “Indianisation” of the civil service in India thus directly arose for the first time 
after the assumption and gradual consolidation of administrative power by the East India Company, 
and subsequently by the British government. 
Explain such above factors and explain how it furthered British rule in India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its effect which hold true even today. 
 

Introduction: 

The Indian Civil Service has often been called the ‘steel-frame’ which reared and sustained British 

rule in India formed one of the three pillars on which the British administration of India was based. 

Along with the Army and Police. 

The Indian Civil Service gradually developed into one of the most efficient and powerful civil 

services in the world. Its members exercised vast power and often participated in the making of 

policy. They developed certain traditions of independence, integrity and hard work, though these 

qualities obviously served British and not Indian interests. They came to believe that they had an 

almost divine right to rule India. 

Body: 

Historical perspective Indian Civil Services: 

1. Civil Servants for the East India Company used to be nominated by the Directors of the 

Company and thereafter trained at Haileybury College in London and then sent to India. 

2. Lord Cornwallis further reorganized the civil service, incorporating structural changes into it. 

He established a strong government, with a highly organized network of judicial and  executive 

administration. 
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3. Following Lord Macaulay’s Report of the Select Committee of British Parliament, the concept 

of a merit based modern Civil Service in India was introduced in 1854. The Report recommended 

that patronage based system of East India Company should be replaced by a permanent Civil Service 

based on a merit based system with entry through competitive examinations. 

4. For this purpose, a Civil Service Commission was setup in 1854 in London and competitive 

examinations were started in 1855. Initially, the examinations for Indian Civil Service were 

conducted only in London. Maximum age was 23 years and minimum age was 18 years. The syllabus 

was designed such that European Classics had a predominant share of marks. 

5. All this made it difficult for Indian candidates. Nevertheless, in 1864, the first Indian, Shri 

Satyendranath Tagore brother of Shri Rabindaranath Tagore succeeded. Three years later 4 other 

Indians succeeded. 

6. Throughout the next 50 years, Indians petitioned for simultaneous examinations to be held 

in India without success because the British Government did not want many Indians to succeed and 

enter the ICS. It was only after the First World War and the Montagu Chelmsford reforms that this 

was agreed to. 

7. From 1922 onwards the Indian Civil Service Examination began to be held in India also, first 

in Allahabad and later in Delhi with the setting up of the Federal Public Service Commission. The 

Examination in London continued to be conducted by the Civil Service Commission. 

8. Their Salary and pensions formed part of ‘Home Charges’ which was one of the mechanism 

of drain of wealth from India as put forth by Dadabhai Naoroji. 

The role of Indian Civil Services in facilitating and furthering the British Rule: 

1. An Iron Fist: Imperial and authoritarian government, racial arrogance coupled with superior 

education made the ICS a superb instrument to serve British interest. The bedrock of this system 

were the 400 district officers, variously called Collectors and District Magistrates or Deputy 

Commissioners, who administered the districts with utmost loyalty to the Colonial masters. Hence 

Mahatma Gandhi commented “They are neither Civil, nor Servants” 

2. Lack of Indianization of the services: Till about twentieth century, number of Indian ICS 

officers were few. Heavily dominated by the British, many officers were rather unconnected with the 

local issues and populace. Though, after recommendations of Islington Commission, efforts were 

made to Indianise ICS but Indian ‘babu’ continued to serve the interests of Britain. 

3. Suppressing the nationalist movement: ICS officers acted in a straightforward way to 

suppress the nationalist movement, or to punish those who supported it by Imposing collective fines 

on villages guilty of sabotage, passing detention orders against political offenders. Organising troop 

marches through affected areas, along with demonstrations of weaponry. All these were aimed at 

suppressing the national movement. 

4. Suppressing the nationalist agitation: The ICS did more than just administer India: it 

represented the Raj and was charged with securing its dominance. ICS officers were responsible for 

enforcing laws during periods of civil disobedience, arresting nationalist leaders at particularly 

volatile times, and spreading pro-government propaganda. They had a large say in the formulation 

of policy and a great deal of discretion while executing it, often describing themselves as “rulers” 

rather than “servants. 
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1. Hostile Attitude towards Indian National Congress: ICS activity was sometimes also 

designed explicitly to punish those who were involved with the Congress or supported it in some 

way. They also furthered the propaganda activities designed to raise support for the administration 

while discrediting the INC and its leader at the same time. 

Eg: Wadsworth’s imposition of a new ‘tax’ in some parts of Godavari district, to take ‘offensive 

action’ against people who had come out in favour of the Congress. 

1. The ICS and the Dyarchy: The Government of India act, 1911, which introduced Dyarchy and 

Indian representatives were elected as ministers in provinces, they seldom took orders from them or 

respected them. At times, non-implementation of the orders of elected ministers and open defiance 

made ministers ineffective. 

2. The ICS and the Congress ministries: Situation was comparatively better than in 1919. In the 

provincial secretariats, the Congress and the ICS were colleagues; in the districts, they were 

competitors: the growth of the Congress machinery posed a direct challenge to the authority of 

district officers. It often led to allegation and counter allegations of high handedness. 

Though there are instances when ICS officers lent support to the nationalists/ national agitation: 

1. An Officer by the name of Turignacharam Ghosh gave refuge to Khudiram Bose. 

2. Some Officials resigned in protest against Rowaltt act as well as resigned during Non-

Cooperation movement and the numbers of resignations were much more during Civil Disobedience 

movement and Quit India movement. 

But it is a fact that those were only a handful of officials who did so and an overwhelming majority of 

them remained loyal to the British rule. 

Conclusion: 

ICS was the bed rock of British administration, they played a vital role in furthering the British rule in 

India and it was one of the reasons the J.L Nehru wanted to disband ICS post-independence but they 

were a necessity and hence the ‘steel frame’ continued but this time it served the interested of 

country. 

Discuss the contributions of social reformers of 19th century in the making of modern 

India. (250 words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the contributions of social reformers of 19th century in the making of modern India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by suggesting key social reformers of 19th century. 
Body: 
The main body should focus on how early social reformers wanted to enlighten Indians that Sati, 
infanticide etc. should be banned not because that would be conformant with the European ideals of 
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rationalism, empiricism, monotheism and individualism but because they are not allowed in the 
Indian religious text. How they wanted to preserve the society while changing the behaviors of its 
members. 
Discuss different contributors of the social reforms. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of their contributions. 
Introduction: 

The conquest of India by the British during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, exposed some 

serious weaknesses and drawbacks of Indian social institutions. As a consequence, several 

individuals and movements sought to bring about changes in the social and religious practices with a 

view to reforming and revitalizing the society. These efforts, collectively known as the Renaissance. 

Body: 

Social reforms and making of modern India: 

1. The reform movements of the nineteenth century were not purely religious movements. 

They were socio-religious movements. The reformers like Rammohun Roy in Bengal, Gopal Hari 

Deshmukh (Lokhitavadi) in Maharashtra and Viresalingam in Andhra advocated religious reform 

for the sake of “Political advantage and social comfort”. 

2. The reform perspectives of the movements and their leaders were characterised by a 

recognition of interconnection between religious and social issues. They attempted to make use of 

religious ideas to bring about changes in social institutions and practices. For example, Keshub 

Chandra Sen, an important Brahman leader, interpreted the “unity of godhead and brotherhood of 

mankind” to eradicate caste distinctions in society. 

3. Reform from Within: 

1. The technique of reform from within was initiated by Rammohun Roy and followed 

throughout the nineteenth century. 

2. The advocates of this method believed that any reform in order to be effective had to 

emerge from within the society itself. As a result, the main thrust of their efforts was to create a 

sense of awareness among the people. 

3. They tried to do this by publishing tracts and organizing debates and discussions on various 

social problems. 

4. Rammohun’s campaign against sati, Vidyasagar’s pamphlets on widow marriage and B.M. 

Malabari’s efforts to increase the age of consent are the examples of this. 

4. Reforms through Legislation: 

0. The second trend was represented by a faith in the efficacy of legislative 

intervention. 

1. The advocates of this method –Keshub Chandra Sen in Bengal, Mahadev Govind 

Ranade in Maharashtra and Viresalingam in Andhra-believed that reform efforts 

cannot really be effective unless supported by the state. 

2. Therefore, they appealed to the government to give legislative sanction for reforms 

like widow marriage, civil marriage and increase in the age of consent. 
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1. Reform Through Symbol of Change: 

1. The third trend was an attempt to create symbols of change through non-conformist 

individual activity. This was limited to the ‘Derozians’ or ‘Young Bengal‘ who represented a radical 

stream within the reform movement. 

2. The members of this group prominent of them being Dakshinaranjan Mukherjee, Ram 

Gopal Ghose and Krishna Mohan Binerji, stood for a rejection of tradition and revolt against 

accepted social norms. 

3. They were highly influenced by “the regenerating new thought from the West” and 

displayed an uncompromisingly rational attitude towards social problems. 

2. Reform Through Social Work: 

0. The fourth trend was reform through social work as was evident in the activities 

of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Arya Samaj and Ramakrishna Mission. 

1. There was a clear recognition among them of the limitations of purely intellectual 

effort if undertaken without supportive social work. Vidyasagar, for instance, was 

not content with advocating widow remarriage through lectures and publication of 

tracts. Perhaps the greatest humanist India saw in modem times, he identified 

himself with the cause of widow marriage and spent his entire life, energy and 

money for this cause. 

2. The Arya Samaj and the Ramakrishna Mission also undertook social work through 

which they tried to disseminate ideas of reform and regeneration. 

1. Creating unity through reform: 

1. In the evolution of modem India the reform movements of the nineteenth century have 

made very significant contribution. They stood for the democratization of society, removal of 

superstition and abhorent customs, spread of enlightenment and the development of a rational and 

modem outlook. 

2. Among the Muslims the Aligarh and Ahmadiya movements were the torch bearers of these 

ideas. Ahmadiya movement which took a definite shape in 1890 due to the inspiration of Mirza 

Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, opposed jihad, advocated fraternal relations among the people and 

championed Western liberal education. 

3. The reform movements within the Hindu community attacked a number of social and 

religious evils. Polytheism and idolatry which negated the development of individuality or 

supernaturalism and the authority of religious leaders which induced the habit of conformity were 

subjected to strong criticism by these movements. 

4. The opposition to caste was not only on moral and ethical principles but also because it 

fostered social division. Anti-casteism existed only at a theoretical and limited level in early Brahmo 

movement, but movements like the Arya Samaj. Prarthana Samaj and Rama Krishna Mission became 

uncompromising critics of the caste system. 

5. More trenchant criticism of the caste system for its abolition, as evident from the 

movements initiated by Jotibha Phulle and Narayana Guru. The latter gave the call-only one God 

and one caste for mankind. 
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6. The urge to improve the condition of women was not purely humanitarian, it was part of the 

quest to bring about the progress of society. Keshub Chandra Sen had voiced this concern: ‘ “no 

country on earth ever made sufficient progress in civilization whose females were sunk in 

ignorance”. 

Conclusion: 

 An attempt to change the then prevalent values of the society is evident in all these movements. An 

attempt was made at the modernisation of the Indian society and appeals were made to reason, 

rationalism and tolerance. The scope of their activities was not confined to religion only but included 

the society as a whole. Although they devised different methods and were also separated by time, 

they showed a remarkable unity of perspective and objectives. They gave a vision of a prosperous 

modem India and subsequently this vision got incorporated in the Indian National Movement. 

How did Sir Syed Ahmed Khan articulate the identity and existential issues of Muslims in 

India? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: History of Modern India by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the contributions of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan in articulating the identity and existential issues of 
Muslims in India. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly set the context of the question by referring to the timeline of events highlighting the coming of 
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. 
Body: 
Start by elaborating on the works and contributions of him such as – He dreamed to model MAO 
College on Oxford and Cambridge. His Aligarh Movement galvanized the entire community and 
stirred it into action. The Movement shaped generations of Muslims in India. 
He opposed ignorance, superstitions and evil customs prevalent in Indian Muslim society. He firmly 
believed that Muslim society would not progress without the acquisition of western education and 
science. As time passed, Sir Syed began stressing on the idea of pragmatic modernism and started 
advocating for strong interfaith relations between Islam and Christianity. 
List down his overall contributions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with appreciation of the contributions made by him. 
Introduction: 

Sir Syed Ahmed khan was a teacher, politician, social reformer etc and founder of Aligarh Muslim 

university. He has often been criticised as the father of Two nation theory which led to the formation 

of two separate nations i.e. India and Pakistan. It is erroneously believed by some historians that the 

Hindu-Muslim divide in India was the by-product of the two-nation theory which supposedly had its 

origin in Sir Syed’s ideology. 

Body: 
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1. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was born in 1817in a family that was close to the Mughal court, he was 

a man of many distinctions, a civil servant, journalist, educationist, social reformer and historian 

among others. 

2. He served the British administration before the revolt of 1857. 

3. He has also written a pamphlet titled “The Causes of the Indian Revolt” to explain the 

reasons for the revolt from an Indian perspective. 

Educationist:  

1. Sir Syed is, first and foremost, known for his pioneering role in transforming the educational 

opportunities for Muslims. 

2. Sir Syed realised that Muslims could only make progress if they took to modern education. 

For this he started the Aligarh movement. 

Social Reformer:  

1. He also pushed for social reforms and was a champion of democratic ideals and freedom of 

speech. 

2. He was against religious intolerance, ignorance and irrationalism. He denounced purdah, 

polygamy and easy divorce. 

3. Tahzebul Akhlaq (Social Reformer in English), a magazine founded by him, tried to 

awaken people’s consciousness on social and religious issues in a very expressive prose. 

Critical of National Movement: 

1. In his later years Sir Syed encouraged the Indian Muslims not to join the National 

Movement. He felt that education and not politics was needed by them. 

2. In a way he encouraged the forces of communalism and separatism at this stage. 

Belief in multiculturalism: 

1. Sir Syed believed in a multiculturalism under which all cultural communities must be entitled 

to equal status under state. 

2. The view that people must be incorporated not merely as citizens but also members of 

distinct communities possessing multiple identities is one of the most cherished norms of liberal 

democratic traditions. This means rejection of “melting pot” and acceptance of “salad bowl” theory 

where integration rather than assimilation is the preferred choice. 

3. Thus, under Article 29of the Indian Constitution, distinct cultural communities are entitled to 

preservation of their distinct language, script and culture. 

Establishment of Aligarh Muslim University 

1. systemic movement aimed at reforming the social, political and educational aspects of the 

Muslim community. 

2. The movement undertook to modernise Muslim’s education by adapting English as a 

medium of learning and western education rather than just focusing on traditional teachings. 
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3. Sir Syed established the Scientific Society in 1864, in Aligarh to translate Western works into 

Indian languages to prepare the Muslims to accept Western education and to inculcate scientific 

temperament among the Muslims. 

4. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, a magazine published by Sir Syed was an organ of the Scientific 

Society. 

5. In 1877, he founded the Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College on the pattern of Oxford and 

Cambridge universities. The college later grew into Aligarh Muslim University. 

6. The Aligarh Movement helped in the Muslim revival. It gave them a common language— 

Urdu. 

Conclusion: 

Throughout his life, Syed Ahmad Khan remonstrated against the practices of purdah, polygamy, easy 

divorce and many other fallacies in his community. His main priority was advancement of modern 

western education, in Muslim society. He believed that his community can only enhance their status 

and progress when the Muslims accept western scientific knowledge and culture. In AD 1864, he 

established the Translation Society at Aligarh. It was later renamed the Scientific Society. 

Discuss in what way trade monopoly of East India Company was weakened by different 

Charter Acts passed by the British Parliament. (250 words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the implications and intentions with which Charter Acts were passed so as to weaken the 
Trade monopoly of the East India Company by the British Parliament. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Set the context of the question first by discussing the coming of the East India Company and 
establishment of its monopoly in India. 
Body: 
Explain how different charter acts diluted the trade monopoly of EIC; Charter Act of 1793: It gave the 
East India Company a monopoly to trade with East only for a period of 20 years. The Charter Act of 
1813; ended the trade monopoly of East India Company in India. Charter Act of 1833; It ended the 
monopoly in trade with China and the monopoly to trade in tea in India and so on. 
Discuss the overall impact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on how the British policies ultimately diluted the monopoly of the Company. 
Introduction: 

East India Company’s powers were gradually weakened from 1773 by the introduction of Regulating 

act of 1773, which finally culminated in Government of India Act 1858. 

Body: 

Regulating Act of 1773 
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1. The first step was taken by the British Parliament to control and regulate the affairs of the 

East India Company in India. 

2. It subordinated the Governors of Bombay and Madras to the Governor-General of Bengal. 

3. Governor General had to decisions based on advice given by executive council. 

4. Court of Directors (the governing body of the company) were made accountable of their 

revenues. 

Pitt’s India Act of 1784 

1. Distinguished between commercial and political functions of the company. 

2. Court of Directors for Commercial functions and Board of Control for political affairs. 

3. Reduced the strength of the Governor General’s council to three members. 

4. Placed the Indian affairs under the direct control of the British Government. 

Charter Act of 1813 

1. The Company’s monopoly over Indian trade terminated except for trade with China and 

trade in Tea 

2. Trade with India open to all British subjects. 

Charter Act of 1833 

1. This was the final step towards centralization in British India. 

2. Beginning of a Central legislature for India as the act also took away legislative powers of 

Bombay and Madras provinces. 

3. The Act ended the activities of the East India Company as a commercial body and it became 

a purely administrative body. 

Charter Act of 1853 

1. The legislative and executive functions of the Governor-General’s Council were separated. 

2. It introduced a system of open competition as the basis for the recruitment of civil 

servants of the Company (Indian Civil Service opened for all), which earlier was enjoyed only British 

subjects. 

Government of India Act of 1858 

1. The rule of Company was replaced by the rule of the Crown in India. 

2. The powers of the British Crown were to be exercised by the Secretary of State for India. 

Conclusion: 

Thus process of regulation and facilitation of East India Company’s trade and administration which 

started in 1773 led to their complete replacement in 1858. 
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Examine the ideas and ideology of Jyotiba Phule. Can he be termed a radical? (250 

words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history by Spectrum Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the ideas and ideologies of the famous personality of eighteenth century. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must delve into the ideas and ideologies propounded by Jyotiba Phule, his contributions and 
assess if he could be termed as a radical personality of his times. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Jyotirao Govindrao Phule was an Indian social activist, thinker, anti-caste social reformer and writer 
from Maharashtra. His work extended to many fields, including eradication of untouchability and the 
caste system, and women’s emancipation. 
Body: 
He is mostly known for his efforts in educating women and lower caste people. 
Discuss his ideas and ideologies in detail while substantiating his works in the same direction. Phule’s 
social activism included many fields including eradication of untouchability and the caste system, 
education of women and the dalits, and welfare of downtrodden women. 
In his struggle against the caste system, Jyotiba Phule’s innovation lay in overturning the ideological 
foundation of what he called Brahmanical order. He sought to transcend the caste-based division to 
unite the lower castes and untouchables in the category of Sudras-atisudras. 
Give your opinion on his radical views; Jyotiba Phule’s radical humanism made him distinct from 
other nationalist leaders and was emulated by both E V Ramaswamy and Bhimrao Ambedkar. His 
remarkable legacy could be attested by the fact that a set of social movements in Maharashtra 
involving women, farmers, Dalits, and environmentalists consider Phule as their forerunner. 
Conclusion: 
In Phule, thus, we have an intellectual and activist with a global vision seeking to reform his own 
society. 
Introduction: 

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule was an Indian social activist, thinker, anti-caste social reformer and writer 

from Maharashtra. His work extended to many fields, including eradication of untouchability and the 

caste system, and women’s emancipation. 

Body: 

Ideas and ideology of Jyotiba Phule: 

1. He is mostly known for his efforts in educating women and lower caste people. 

2. Phule’s social activism included many fields including eradication of untouchability and the 

caste system, education of women and the Dalits, and welfare of downtrodden women. 

3. In his struggle against the caste system, Jyotiba Phule’s innovation lay in overturning the 

ideological foundation of what he called Brahminical order. He sought to transcend the caste-based 

division to unite the lower castes and untouchables in the category of Sudras-atisudras. 

Social reforms and key contributions: 
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1. His work is related mainly to eradication of untouchability and caste system, emancipation 

and empowerment of women, reform of Hindu family life. 

2. Along with his wife, Savitribai Phule, he is regarded as pioneers of women’s education in 

India. 

3. The couples were the first native Indians to open the first indigenously-run school for girls in 

India in August 1848 at Pune in Maharashtra. 

4. Later, the Phules started schools for children from the then untouchable castes such as 

Mahar and Mang. 

5. In 1863, he opened a home for pregnant Brahmin widows to give birth in a safe and secure 

place. 

6. He opened an orphanage home to avoid infanticide. In this regard, he is believed to be the 

first Hindu to start an orphanage for the unfortunate children. 

7. In 1868, Jyotirao decided to construct a common bathing tank outside his house to exhibit 

his embracing attitude towards all human beings and wished to dine with everyone, regardless of 

their caste. 

8. In 1873, Phule founded the Satyashodhak Samaj, or the Society of Seekers of Truth, for the 

rights of depressed classes, to denounce the caste system and to spread rational thinking. 

His famous works: 

1. Tritiya Ratna (1855), Gulamgiri (1873), Shetkarayacha Aasud, or Cultivator’s Whipcord 

(1881), Satyashodhak Samajokt Mangalashtakasah Sarva Puja-vidhi (1887). 

Radical views: 

1. Jyotiba Phule’s radical humanism made him distinct from other nationalist leaders and was 

emulated by both E V Ramaswamy and Bhimrao Ambedkar. 

2. His remarkable legacy could be attested by the fact that a set of social movements in 

Maharashtra involving women, farmers, Dalits, and environmentalists consider Phule as their 

forerunner. 

Conclusion: 

In Phule, thus, we have an intellectual and activist with a global vision seeking to reform his own 

society. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Post- Independence, integration and unification of India demonstrated to be a long 

process plagued with challenges. In this context, examine the early challenges that India 

faced as a newly independent country.(250 words) 
Reference: Post Independent India by Bipin Chandra 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must examine the early challenges that India faced as a newly independent country. 
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Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write about the prevailing conditions after independence in the introduction. 
Body: 
Briefly present the background of Post- Independence, integration and unification of India. 
Mention how it created challenges for India- both external and internal; One can discuss these 
problems in phases – Phase 1 (1947- 1967), Phase 2 (1967-1977) and Phase 3 (1977- 1984). 
Then explain the fact that Indian democracy is a heterogeneous model with a vast socio-religious and 
cultural diversity. It was predicted by western political analysts that the Indian model of democracy 
would not last long. However, it was due to India’s strong commitment to its constitutional principles 
that led India to not only survive as a nation but also to emerge as the leader of the newly 
independent countries. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning India’s democratic credentials which helped India to survive as a nation. 
Introduction: 

15th August 1947 marked the end of colonial rule in India and the country found itself standing on 

the threshold of a new era wherein the task was to build a strong nation. While India found itself 

independent from the British, it was still to find independence from social, economic and political 

problems that hindered India’s growth story. 

Body: 

Challenges faced by India post-independence: 

Internal challenges: 

 Partition and its consequences: Partition was marked with large scale communal violence. 

Partition not only led to the division of assets but also created huge refugee crisis followed by 

the origin of Kashmir problem. 

 Mass poverty: At the time of Independence, the incidence of poverty in India was about 80% or 

about 250 million. Famines and hunger pushed India to take external help for its food security. 

 Illiteracy: When India gained Independence, its population numbered about 340 million. The 

literacy level then was just 12% or about 41 million. 

 Low economic capacity: Stagnant agriculture and poor industrial base. 

 In 1947, agriculture accounted for 54% of India’s GDP. At the time of independence, 60% 

of India’s population depended on agriculture for a living. 

 During the centrally planned economy phase, the annual growth rate stagnated around 

3.5% (Hindu rate of growth) from the 1950s to 1980s, while per capita income growth 

averaged 1.3%. 

 Linguistic reorganization: Boundaries of the British Indian provinces had been drawn and 

redrawn in a haphazard manner without any thought to cultural and linguistic cohesion. 

Continued demand for linguistically homogeneous provinces led to emergence of secessionist 

trends. 
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 Secessionist movements: Punjab’s Khalistan movement of the 1980s, Insurgency in the North-

East, and the Naxal Movement in central-eastern India (1960s) were the biggest internal security 

challenges to India. 

 Emergency: National Emergency of 1975 as the government’s response to the JP Movement is 

considered as dark phases of Indian democracy. It curtailed the fundamental rights of the 

citizens and shook the foundations of Indian democratic credentials. 

 From 1973 there was a sharp decline in the economic situation, a combination of 

growing unemployment, rampant inflation, and scarcity of basic food and essential 

commodities created a serious crisis. 

External challenges: 

 Global world order marked with cold war tensions: Most of the developing countries were 

band-wagoning either of the two superpowers USA or the Soviet Union. India followed a policy 

of Non-Alignment to stay away from cold-war politics and focus on its internal development. 

 Hostile neighbours: India had to face consequent wars with Pakistan (1965, 1971) and China 

(1962) during the early phases of its independence. This not only hindered India’s growth and 

created regional instability. 

 Influence of domestic politics on foreign policy: Tamil minority rights in Sri Lanka without 

incurring any costs with the Sinhala majority. Indian Prime Minister did not attend the Colombo 

Commonwealth Summit in 2013 because of the Tamil minority issue. The Teesta Waters 

agreement was not concluded due to political reasons. 

Conclusion: 

It is to be noted that, Indian constitutional principles of secularism and federalism are the 

foundational keystone of Indian democracy. Indian democracy is a heterogeneous model with a vast 

socio-religious and cultural diversity. It was predicted by western political analysts that the Indian 

model of democracy would not last long. However, it was due to India’s strong commitment to its 

constitutional principles that led India to not only survive as a nation but also to emerge as the 

leader of the newly independent countries. 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

What do you understand by a colonial system and identify the factors promoting it? 

Elaborate on the major countries that got benefitted from colonialism and why? (250 

words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history  by Bipin Chandra 

Why the question: 

The question is based on the topic of colonial system, its origin and factors responsible for it. 

Key Demand of the question: 
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Discuss the concept of colonialism, its evolution and factors that promoted it. Also, explain about the 

major countries that got benefitted from colonialism. 

Directive: 

Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 

You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 

facts. 

Structure of the answer: 

Introduction: 

Define what colonialism is. 

Body: 

Colonialism in its specificity is a relationship between two or more countries; of domination by one 

and subordination by others; of political control exercised by one country over another; and of 

economic exploitation by one over others. 

Present the factors that led to colonialism across the world such as; demand for raw materials, need 

for market, spread of Christianity and western Ideals etc. 

Explain the countries it benefitted to and the underlying reasons for the benefit such as – The peak 

of colonialism was during 18th and 19th century, during which entire world was dominated by a few 

powers only. While in the initial period it was Spain and Portugal which was the dominant power, 

later it was Britain and France which ruled most of discovered world. 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with its overall impact. 

Introduction: 

Colonialism is the "the system or policy of a nation seeking to extend or retain its authority 

over other people or territories". 

Body: 

Two types of Colonization:  

 Settler colonialism is that type of colonialism wherein a large number of the immigrants, often 

motivated by religious, political, or economic reasons, settle in a new place and dominate the 

local indigenous population in economic, political as well as social aspects. 

 Exploitation colonialism involves relatively less number of immigrants and predominantly 

focuses on exploitation of the resources of the colonial country. 

Causes of Colonialism and countries that benefitted:  

 Economic Consideration: The countries like England, France, Spain and Portugal established 

their colonies primarily for the economic benefits. 
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 Mercantilism: The policy of Mercantilism was based on the premise that the economic 

development of the mother country (Metropolis) was most important and the colonies should 

be governed in such a way that they lead to the benefit of the mother country. 

 European Rivalry: The exploration and colonization was started by Spain and Portugal. 

Gradually, other countries like France and England also entered the race. Acquiring new colonies 

became a thing of national pride. Moreover, due to various economic benefits of colonization, a 

stage of ‘competitive colonialism’ started among the European powers. 

 To Spread Christianity: During the Age of Discovery; the Catholic Church started a major effort 

to spread Christianity in the New World by converting indigenous peoples. As such, the 

establishment of Christian missions went simultaneously with the colonizing efforts of European 

powers such as Spain, France and Portugal. 

 Push Factors: The enclosure movement, taking land out of cultivation and converting it into 

pastureland for sheep, was creating a surplus population. Sheep raising, more profitable than 

traditional agriculture, required fewer labourers. The new lands in America gave these 

unemployed a place to work. 

Impact of Colonialism: 

 Columbian Exchange: The term Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread exchange of 

plants, animals, culture, human populations, technology, and ideas that occurred between the 

new world (Americas) and the Old World (Eurasia) in the 15th and 16th centuries, as a result of 

European colonization and trade. 

 Slave Trade: To effectively utilize the resources, colonizers needed immense amount of labour. 

During the initial years, the European settlers met labour requirements by enslaving the native 

populations. However, the decline in the native population led to importing slaves from Africa 

which emerged as a lucrative alternative. 

 Boost to Mercantilism: Mercantilism, in a way, was both the cause as well as the effect of 

colonialism. Mercantile economic policies were definitely an impetus for the start of 

colonization. But subsequently, the benefits due to colonial exploitation further reinforced the 

ideology of mercantile capitalism and augmented its spread across Europe. As a result, these 

countries saw very rapid increase in trade volume while colonies suffered proportionally. 

 Deindustrialisation of markets: the effect on third world countries of 

social and economic change caused by skewed industrial revolution of first world countries. This 

led to rising unemployment in various sectors of economy of various nations. 

 Economic impact of colonialism is the 'drain of wealth, led to control over production and trade, 

the exploitation of natural resources, and the improvement of infrastructure.   

Conclusion: 

The process of colonialism typically involved the relocation of populace to a new terrain, where the 

arrivals lived as permanent settlers while maintaining political fidelity to their country of origin. 

Colonialism is a practice of authority, which involves the suppression of one people to another. 

Decolonization is the opposing of colonialism. 
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Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

Mental health is one of the most neglected social issues in India. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: ncbi.nlm.nih.gov , researchmatters.in 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of Mental Health and its status in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain in what way mental health is one of the most neglected social issues in the country 
and suggest solutions to address and handle the concerns posed by it. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key statistics portraying the mental health status in our country. 
Body: 
Explain that mental health is one of the most neglected areas of public health. Close to 1 billion 
people are living with a mental disorder, 3 million people die every year from the harmful use of 
alcohol and one person dies every 40 seconds by suicide. 
The limited access to quality, affordable mental health care in the world before the pandemic, and 
particularly in humanitarian emergencies and conflict settings, has been further diminished due to 
Covid-19 as the pandemic has disrupted health services around the world. 
Discuss in what way “mental health” is one of the social issues in the country. 
Suggest efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction: 

According to the World Health Organization, over 90 million Indians, or 7.5% of the population, 

suffer from mental health issues. Global Burden of Disease Study 1990–2017. Death of many noted 

artists in the recent past due to suicides has triggered a much-needed conversation on mental health 

in India. The pandemic also doesn’t seem to be helping, playing on the minds of lakhs of people and 

causing stress. 

Body: 

Status of Mental health in India: 

1. According to an estimate by the World Health Organization (WHO), mental illness makes 

about 15% of the total disease conditions around the world. 

2. India has one of the largest populations affected from mental illness. 

3. As a result, WHO has labelled India as the world’s ‘most depressing country’. 

4. Moreover, between 1990 to 2017, one in seven people from India have suffered from 

mental illness ranging from depression, anxiety to severe conditions such as schizophrenia. 

5. More than 450 million people suffer from mental disorders. According to WHO, by the year 

2020, depression will constitute the second largest disease burden worldwide. 

Importance of mental health: 
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1. Emotional and mental health is vital part of our life and impacts our thoughts, behaviours 

and emotions. 

2. Being healthy emotionally can promote productivity and effectiveness in activities like work, 

school or caregiving. 

3. Impacts health of your relationships, and allows us to adapt to changes in our life and cope 

with adversity. 

4. Our mental health also contributes to our decision making process, 

5. how we cope with stress and how we relate to others in our lives. 

6. The Rising social and economic costs associated with growing burden of mental ill health is 

prompting discussion. 

Stigma of mental illness: 

1. Lack of Awareness on Mental Health, have caused spread of invisible disorders in India, 

when in Europe and US it has reduced to greater extent due to awareness programs. 

2. misunderstanding any psychiatric problem or mental health problem as severe mental 

disorder or lunacy. 

3. People with bipolar disorder and schizophreniaare significantly disturbed, danger to self or 

others, and socially embarrassing. These were referred to as lunatic. 

4. Respecting the human rightsof the persons who are living with mental illness is important. 

Reasons for degenerating mental health of late: 

1. The first and foremost reason for India to lose its mental health is the lack of awareness and 

sensitivityabout the issue. 

2. There is a big stigma around people suffering from any kind of mental health issues. 

3. They are often tagged as ‘lunatics’ by the society. This leads to a vicious cycle of shame, 

suffering and isolation of the patients. 

4. According to WHO, in 2011, there were 0·301 psychiatrists and 0·047 psychologists for every 

100,000 patients suffering from a mental health disorder in India. 

5. Treatment gap:According to estimates nearly 92% of the people who need mental health 

care and treatment do not have access to any form of mental health care. 

6. The economic burden of mental illness contributes significantly to the treatment gap in 

India. There are both direct (cost of long-term treatment) and indirect costs (the inability of the 

patient and caregiver to work, social isolation, psychological stress) contribute significantly to the 

economic burden. 

7. Violations of human rightshave been reported in mental asylums and also at homes and 

places of traditional healing. In India, mental hospitals still practice certain obscure practices that 

violate human rights. Further poor infrastructure such as closed structures, a lack of maintenance, 

unclean toilets and sleeping areas etc clearly violate the basic human right to a life with dignity. 

Way forward: 
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1. Stigma and Awareness need to be addressed in parallel in order to tackle the burden of 

mental illness in India. If individuals continue to view mental illness with apprehension and 

resistance, it will remain difficult for people with mental health concerns to seek the support they 

require due to the fear of being labelled or judged. 

2. State mental health institutions, general hospitals, private practice, and NGOs can together 

help achieve the dream of mental health care for all. 

3. WHO says if we don’t act urgently, by 2030 depression will be the leading illness globally. 

Conclusion: 

Mental Illness is real, hard, disabling and needs addressal and treatment. People should seek 

professional help as soon as the need arises. Early detection and intervention of a psychological 

condition will allow you to live the life you deserve. 

What are the basic features of social protest movement? Explain social movements as 

an expression of protest. (250 words ) 
Reference: The Diplomat , Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The article critically examines how the Centre is misusing institutions to target political opponents 
and civil society leaders. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is based on the concept of social movement as an expression of protest. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First define what social movements are and in what way they are often expression of protests. 
Body: 
Social protest is a form of political expression that seeks to bring about social or political change by 
influencing the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of the public or the policies of an organization or 
institution. 
Explain the underlying factors responsible for them such as social movements arise because social 
conditions create dissatisfaction with the existing system. People join specific social movements for 
variety of reasons including idealism, compassion, altruism, political considerations, practical 
benefits and religious fervor. 
The recent example can be seen in the protest movements that griped the countries like Egypt, Syria 
etc which led to change in political system. 
Take hints from the article and give examples from India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it. 
Introduction: 

Social protest is a form of political expression that seeks to bring about social or political change by 

influencing the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours of the public or the policies of an organization 

or institution. 
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Social movement arises when there emerges an issue or a set of issues that affect a significant 

proportion of people in some way or the other. Gradually, these issues start gaining importance and 

result in mass participation of people and in collective action. 

Body: 

Features of Social Protest: 

1. The sense of belonging and group consciousness is involved in social movement. Such 

consciousness can be brought about through active participation of the group members. 

2. Social movements lead to creation of entirely new social, economic, and political order. 

3. Social movements develop new set of ideas, which become obligatory for the members of 

the group to adopt and follow. 

4. Social movements involve collective action rather than individual action. 

5. Social movements may be organized or unorganized. 

6. Social movements may be peaceful in nature or they may also turn violent. 

7. The aim of a social movement is to bring about or resist social change in the society. 

8. The life of the social movement is not certain. This is because it may continue for a long 

period or it may die out soon. 

Social Movements in form of Protest: 

1. Protest Based on Scope 

2. Movements advocating changing some norms or laws. 

1. Examples of such a movement would include a trade union with a goal of 

increasing workers’ rights, a green movement advocating a set of ecological laws, or a movement 

supporting introduction of a capital punishment or the right to abortion. 

3. movements dedicated to changing value systems in a fundamental way. 

0. For Ex: would include the Civil Rights Movement which demanded full civil rights and 

equality under the law to all Americans, regardless of race 

4. Protests to bring about End goals: 

0. innovation movement – movements which want to introduce or change particular 

norms, values, The singularitarianism movement advocating deliberate action to 

effect and ensure the safety of the technological singularity is an example of an 

innovation movement. 

1. conservative movement – movements which want to preserve existing norms, 

values, 

5. Based On Targets of Social Protest 

0. group-focus movements – focused on affecting groups or society in general, for 

example, advocating the change of the political system. Some of these groups 
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transform into or join a political party, but many remain outside the reformist party 

political system. 

1. Individual-focused movements – focused on affecting individuals. Most religious 

movements would fall under this category. 

6. Based On Methods of work: 

0. peaceful movements – various movements which use nonviolent means of protest 

as part of a campaign of nonviolent resistance, also often called civil resistance. The 

American Civil Rights Movement, Polish Solidarity movement or the nonviolent, civil 

disobedience-orientated wing of the Indian independence movement would fall into 

this category. 

1. violent movements – various movementswhich resort to violence; they are usually 

armed and in extreme cases can take a form of 

a paramilitary or terrorist organization. Examples: Al-Qaida, ISIS. 

7. Variants of Protest: 

0. old movements – movements for change have existed for many centuries. Most of 

the oldest recognized movements, dating to late 18th and 19th centuries, fought for 

specific social groups, such as the working class, peasants, whites, aristocrats, 

Protestants, men. They were usually centered around some materialistic goals like 

improving the standard of living or, for example, the political autonomy of the 

working class. 

1. new movements – movements which became dominant from the second half of the 

20th century. Notable examples include the American civil rights movement, 

2. second-wave feminism, gay rights movement, environmentalism and conservation 

efforts, opposition to mass surveillance, They are usually centered around issues 

that go beyond but are not separate from class. 

8. Based On scale of Protest: 

0. global movements – social movements with global (transnational) objectives and 

goals. Movements such as the first (where Marx and Bakunin 

met), second, third and fourth internationals, the World Social Forum, the Peoples’ 

Global Action and the anarchist movement seek to change society at a global level. 

1. local movements – most of the social movements have a local scope. They are 

focused on local or regional objectives, such as protecting a specific natural area, 

lobbying for the lowering of tolls in a certain motorway, or preserving a building 

about to be demolished for gentrification and turning it into a social center. 

Conclusion: 

Social movements perhaps best shows the relationship between individuals and society. They arise 

because individuals and social groups seek to change their conditions. Thereby they change both 

themselves and society. 
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

Gender imbalance is one of the primary concerns that the science policy 2020 must 

focus to root out. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains how the new science and technology policy that is expected in December will 
place significant weight on the hiring of women in STEM positions and support policy for them at 
institutes and research organisations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the need to address the gender imbalance in the science policy and suggest measures to 
address it. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the question. 
Body: 
Present the scenario of science policy in the country.  Start by explaining what the key concerns in the 
policy are. 
Explain how new science and technology policy will place significant weight on the hiring of women 
in STEM positions and support policy for them at institutes and research organisations. The move is 
aimed at improving women’s representation in STEM employment. Despite having one of the best 
showings globally on women’s representation in undergraduate science education, just 13.9% of the 
total of 280,000 researchers holding STEM jobs in India is women, a 2019 analysis by Unesco shows. 
Contrast this with China, where women account for nearly 40% of the total pool of researchers. 
Suggest what measures should be taken to ensure good balance in the policy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to ensure gender balance in the policy. 
Introduction: 

Each step up the ladder of the scientific research system sees a drop in female participation until, at 

the highest echelons of scientific research and decision-making, there are very few women left. 

Hence it is of paramount importance of having a gender perspective that would assure equal 

opportunity for entry and advancement into larger-scale science, technology, engineering, 

mathematics disciplines (STEM) and innovation systems. 

Body: 

The status of ‘women in science’ in India: 

1. A 2019 analysis by UNESCO shows, despite having one of the best showings globally on 

women’s representation in undergraduate science education, just 13.9% of the total of 280,000 

researchers holding STEM jobs in India are women. Contrast this with China, where women account 

for nearly 40% of the total pool of researchers. 

2. As AISHE 2018-19 data shows, while women equal men in strength at the undergraduate 

level in the sciences, they outnumber men (3:2) at the post-graduate level. In the medical sciences, 

too, they outnumber men at both the undergraduate and the PG level. Engineering, though, remains 

male-dominated. At the PhD level, however, men outnumber women in engineering, medical 
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science and the sciences, though, in the sciences, the lead men have is not very sharp. The pipeline 

for women in STEM research, thus, seems to thin out after PG. 

3. A 2017 NITI Aayog report shows that just 20% of the research and administrative staff in a 

select group of institutions, including the IITs, IISERs and NITs, are women. 

4. Indian women in STEM have managed to hold their own in terms of published work despite 

their low strength in employment—a study analysing a sample of 27,000 papers published by Indian 

researchers in 2017, in the Journal of Informetrics, found that there was one woman author for 

every three male authors, across 186 streams.. 

1. NITI Aayog report too talks about the low representation of Indian women scientists in 

science administration roles. It also says a sample of 991 women working in STEM positions had 

reported 217 instances of having refused challenging career opportunities; in 72% of these 

cases, ‘family care’ or ‘family objection’ had been cited as reasons. While there is no such research 

amongst men in STEM positions, it is highly unlikely such reasons would figure at a comparable level. 

1. Gender-Based Stereotypes and bias still exist and occur throughout the lifespan, 

undoubtedly shaping male/female career trajectories. Studies have shown that parents and teachers 

underestimate girls’ science and mathematics ability relative to boys’ and that, despite their having 

similar grades, they encourage boys more often in mathematics and science pursuits and they 

attribute boys’ successes in science and maths more to ability and failures more to lack of effort, 

while the opposite is believed to be true for girls 

1. The theme of National Science Day, 2020 was “Women in Science” 

Steps needed in Science policy 2020 to address the gender inequalities in science: 

1. Gender equity in science and technology education: This must be focussed on PG level and 

above to retain talented women in science. Many sacrifice their career to focus on family. 

2. Providing enabling measures for addressing gender inequalities in scientific and 

technological careers in terms scholarships, paid leaves, better facilities etc. 

3. Making science responsive to the needs of society: the gender dimension must be included 

from early education itself included with sufficient awareness in the society regarding women in 

science. 

4. Making the science and technology decision-making process more ‘gender aware’: Policy 

makers, to higher level decision makers in universities, premium research institutions like IISc, ISRO, 

DRDO etc must have women representation. 

5. Relating better with ‘local knowledge systems’: for a country like India it becomes of 

paramount importance that local knowledge systems are tapped in to. 

6. Addressing ethical issues in science and technology: In order to achieve parity, it is must 

and should that ethical issues are addressed. Discrimination, Exploitation and Sexual harassment 

must all be put to end. 

7. Accommodate women’s familial obligations in the workplace: The workplace often lacks 

support for women with young children and other caretaking responsibilities, 

resulting  in  women’s  deciding  against  pursuing  STEM  careers  and,  for  those  already  in these 

careers, to vacate STEM positions at greater rates than men. Women’s progression in STEM careers 
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in academics and research is very much slower than that of men, resulting in fewer and fewer 

women at the top positions in their fields. Solutions to this problem include providing childcare 

support services at work, when they undertake further studies, when they attend scientific events 

and when they conduct research fieldwork 

8. Cultivate early interest in mathematics and science: It 

is  important  to  promote  achievement  in  mathematics  and  science,  however,  cultivating  intere

st  in  these  subjects  should  produce  more  female  scientists  in  the  long    The  optimal  time  for  

intervention  would  be  during middle childhood and adolescence, before young people miss the 

opportunity to enrol in the advanced 

math  and  science  courses  that  will  best  prepare  them  for  a  major  in  STEM  subjects.. 

Universities could offer programmes and training and re-training of teachers and lecturers in these 

aspects. 

9. Improving the collection of gender disaggregated data for policymakers: In order to 

achieve a success in the policy, data becomes very vital. A proper data needs to put forward in 

science policy. 

10. Remove stereotypes about women and STEM: Negative stereotypes could be combated by 

highlighting the achievements of women and girls in STEM areas and 

sparking  science  interest  in  girls  at  school  and  home  environments  involving  teachers,  parents

  and  role  Universities  could  organise  media  events  portraying  female  professionals  in  STEM  fi

elds,  young  girls  performing science experiments with the help of a female scientist mentor, boot 

camps exposing girls to hands-on maths and science experiments, and working with female STEM 

role models. 

11. Equal opportunity for entry and advancement: into larger-scale science technology, 

engineering, mathematics disciplines (STEM) and innovation systems should be the larger goal of the 

policy. It 

is  vital  to  provide  and  sustain  positive  classroom  experiences  for  girls,  from  primary  through  

secondary  school,  including  providing  hands-on science and mathematics activities that students 

can relate to real-life situations. 

12. Increase collaboration among researchers, practitioners, and policymakers etc. 

Conclusion: 

        To  achieve   systematic   and   systemic   change,   a   strategy   that   acts   across   these   three   

advantage  areas  is  needed,  with  interventions  that  involve in a joint effort relevant groups of 

actors and stakeholders in STEM:  educators, employers, policy 

makers,  career  advisers  and  the  media.  Research  communities,  in  particular,  should  be  made  

aware  that inequality in participation can negatively affect 

knowledge  and  research  standards  by  incorrectly  adopting the values of the majority and 

neglecting the  needs  and  interests  of  those  who  are  in  the  minority. This is precisely what 

Science Policy 2020 should incorporate. 

Describe the concept of Role and Role Conflict. Discuss the nature and extent of role 

conflict among working women in India. (250 words) 
Reference: www.researchgate.net 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of Role and Role conflict. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of Role and Role Conflict. Discuss the nature and extent of role conflict among 
working women in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what you understand by Role conflict. 
Body: 
Role conflict occurs when there are incompatible demands placed upon a person relating to their job 
or position. People experience role conflict when they find themselves pulled in various directions as 
they try to respond to the many statuses they hold. 
Explain the background of the concept in India; In India, the position of women has always been 
rather ambivalent. On the one side, she has been raised to the status of divinity, and on the other 
side, she has been exploited as somebody lower in status to men in every walk of life. Fortunately, 
from the middle of the nineteenth century, consciousness rose in our country to eradicate this 
dichotomy in her existence. 
Discuss Indian women through the ages. Present the current conditions.   
Let part of your answer explain role conflict among working women in India with suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward. 
Introduction: 

Role means responsibility and accountability in which you are expected to perform certain duties – it 

can be official and unofficial both. Role conflict happens when you are in a dilemma with your 

conscience and unable to decide the sole purpose of the role which you are expected to perform. It 

is synonymous with crisis of conscience.  Role conflict is conflict among multiple roles played by a 

person at a particular time. 

Body: 

Role conflict occurs when there are incompatible demands placed upon a person relating to their job 

or position. People experience role conflict when they find themselves pulled in various directions as 

they try to respond to the many statuses they hold. 

In India, the position of women has always been rather ambivalent. On the one side, she has been 

raised to the status of divinity, and on the other side, she has been exploited as somebody lower in 

status to men in every walk of life. Fortunately, from the middle of the nineteenth century, 

consciousness rose in our country to eradicate this dichotomy in her existence. 

Role conflict of Working Women in India: 

Working women in India are expected to perform many roles apart from official duties and that too 

with accountability – for example role of a mother, housewife, daughter in law etc. Sometimes there 

is conflict and crisis of conscience which makes them to rethink about sole purpose of the roles 

which they are expected to perform – when they are expected to do all household chores after 

returning from office without any appreciation or when they have to nod for everything demanded 

by husband and mother in law. It paves way to existential crisis and role conflict whether they are 

doing justice to their multidisciplinary roles as an employee, mother, housewife etc. 
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1. Role Conflict for a daughter: 

1. She has to work in IT fields, Banks, School teacher, Govt. Officer, or in an agricultural field 

and at the same time she has to think about her parents, household works, and take decisions about 

her marriage. 

2. Role conflict for a wife: 

0. She has to work and simultaneously look after her house, she has to look after her in 

laws, she has to help her husband in day to day work. 

3. Role conflict for a Mother: 

0. She has to groom her children in right path, she should stand as a role model for her 

children, she has to help them in studies. 

4. Role Conflict as an Employee: 

0. She should be responsible to her senior, she should help her subordinates, should 

maintain her timings for household works. 

Challenges faced: 

In a present day, for a working women, gender based discrimination and sexual harassment at 

workplace are major challenges and these issues are standing as main causes for psychological 

trauma of women. These psychological traumas are impacting the other roles of women like wife, 

women, employee etc. 

 Conclusion: 

Role conflict is present in both gender but in case of women it is worsened and become problematic 

with discrimination and undermining women’s work. Role conflict can be reduced in different ways 

like better education among women, awareness program, equality, safety, political representation, 

which would go long way in giving way to these role conflicts. 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

Analyse in what way redefining urban areas can have far-reaching impact on ease of 

living and economic development of the people in the country.(250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains the need to relook at the definition of an urban area in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse in what way redefining urban areas can have far-reaching impact on ease of living and 
economic development of the people in the country. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what constitute urban areas in our country, their definition and existence. 
Body: 
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Explain the importance and definition of urban areas in general and in specific to policymaking and 
the consequent activities of legislative and executive responses and budgetary allocations. 
Analyse the existing definitions of urban areas; discuss the concerns associated with it. 
Discuss the need for newly defined urban areas and explain their direct and indirect impact on ease 
of living and economic development. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to urgently address the concerns associated with definition of urban areas. 
Introduction: 

An urban area is the region surrounding a city. Most inhabitants of urban areas have non-

agricultural jobs. Urban areas are very developed, meaning there is a density of human structures 

such as houses, commercial buildings, roads, bridges, and railways. “Urban area” can refer to 

towns, cities, and suburbs. 

Body: 

Current definition of Urban Areas in India: 

In India there are 2 ways to define urban areas: 

1. Statutory town 

2. These towns are defined by state governmentsand place India’s urbanisation rate at 26.7%. 

3. A statutory town includes all places with a municipality, corporation, cantonment board or 

notified town area committee. 

4. Census-based criteria 

5. Census adopts three criteria to define what is urban. 

6. The three criteria are: 

1. a minimum population of 5,000; 

2. at least 75% of the male main working population engaged in non-agricultural pursuits, and 

3. a density of population of at least 400 persons per sq. km 

7. This, coupled with statutory towns, pegs India’s urbanisation rate at 31%. 

8. Total number of towns (state and census) stands at 7,933, together constituting a 377-mn 

population. 

The Need for Changing Definition of Urban Areas: 

1. There is growing evidence—mostly from satellite imagery—that India isway more urban 

than the 2011 Census estimate. 

2. This is quite plausible because there isa large sum of money allocated for rural 

development, and it is in the interest of state governments to under-represent urbanisation. 

3. Besides, the Census’s stringent definition was first carved out in 1961which do not reflect 

the realities of the 21st century. 

4. India won’t be alone in changing these definitions for Census 2021. 
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5. Many countries, such as China, Iran, the UK, among others, have changed the definition of 

‘urban’from one census to another. 

Present Scenario of Urbanization: 

1. A more liberal and realistic definition in the upcoming census will present the actual picture 

of urbanisation. 

2. For instance, if we just use the population density criteria like 37 other countries,with the 

400 people per sq. km threshold, we will add around 500 mn people to the urban share of the 

population. 

3. This pegs the urbanisation rate at over 70%! 

Potential Implications: 

1. budgetary allocation will reflect the realityand scales will balance between rural and urban 

areas. 

2. The urban areas will not be governed through rural governance structures of Panchayati Raj 

Institutions. 

3. Basic urban infrastructure like sewerage networks, fire services, building regulations, high-

density housing, transit-oriented development, piped drinking water supply. 

4. These newly defined urban areas could act as a new source of revenue for funding local 

infrastructure development. 

5. This would ease pressure on state finances. 

6. Lastly, the rethink of urban definition would have an impact on theregional and national 

economy. 

7. These newly defined urban areas will open them to new infrastructure such as railway lines, 

Discom services, highway connectivity, creation of higher education institutes which will together 

increase the connectivity and resource capability at the local level. 

8. This will not only boost the local economy but also ease pressure on bigger cities and help in 

cluster level development. 

Conclusion 

A rethink of urban definition in Census 2021, particularly with some degrowth in urban areas due to 

Covid, will bode well for India for coming decades in more ways than one. 

Ineffective and unplanned hydro-geology of cities and towns of India today are more 

responsible for floods than just the monsoon depressions. Critically examine. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article explains that as floods swamp Hyderabad and other parts of the southern India, the focus 
is on the inadequacy of drainage infrastructure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to analyse in what way ineffective and unplanned hydro-geology of cities and towns of India 
today are more responsible for floods than just the monsoon depressions. 
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Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present the current picture of floods in the country owing to the monsoonal depression over the west 
central Bay of Bengal. 
Body: 
Discuss critically how much of the damage caused by the floods was mainly due to inadequate 
drainage infrastructure; much of the damage was due to the overflowing of lakes, lack of proper 
drainage system and their mismanagement. 
Explain with suitable case studies (for example: city of Hyderabad). 
Discuss that in the long term, the effects of flooding due to deluges can only be mitigated if urban 
planners take into account the hydro-geology of cities and ensure that construction, development 
and land occupation do not take place in a way that reduces the area of wetlands. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to overcome such problems both long term and short term. 
Introduction: 

Recently, torrential rains that took place in Hyderabad have caused massive urban floods. In many 

Indian cities, the urban floods have become a frequent phenomenon in recent years. 

As the incidence of climate variability and extreme weather events increases, urban flooding 

becomes more and more common. While the untimely heavy rains can be attributed to climate 

variability, the urban flooding is largely due to an unplanned urbanisation. 

Body: 

Causes for the increase: 

Overburdened drainage, unregulated construction, no regard to the natural topography and hydro-

geomorphology all make urban floods a man-made disaster. 

 Inadequate Drainage Infrastructure: Cities like Hyderabad, Mumbai rely on a century-old 

drainage system, covering only a small part of the core city. 

 In the last 20 years, the Indian cities have grown manifold with its original built-up area. 

 As the city grew beyond its original limits, not much was done to address the absence of 

adequate drainage systems. 

 Terrain Alteration: Lasting irreversible damage has been done to the city by property builders, 

property owners, and public agencies by flattening terrain and altering natural drainage routes. 

 Reducing Seepage: Indian cities are becoming increasingly impervious to water, not just because 

of increasing built up but also because of the nature of materials used (hard, non-porous 

construction material that makes the soil impervious). 

 Lax Implementation: Even with provisions of rainwater harvesting, sustainable urban drainage 

systems, etc, in regulatory mechanisms like the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), 

adoption at user end as well as enforcement agencies remains weak. 
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 Encroaching Natural Spaces: The number of wetlands has reduced to 123 in 2018 from 644 in 

1956. 

 Green cover is only 9 per cent, which ideally should have been at least 33 per cent. 

Way forward 

 Need for Holistic Engagement: Urban floods of this scale cannot be contained by the 

municipal authorities alone. Floods cannot be managed without concerted and focused 

investments of energy and resources. 

 The Metropolitan Development Authorities, National Disaster Management 

Authority, State revenue and irrigation departments along with municipal 

corporations should be involved in such work together. 

 Such investments can only be done in a mission mode organisation with active 

participation of civil society organisations at the metropolitan scale. 

 Developing Sponge Cities: The idea of a sponge city is to make cities more permeable so as 

to hold and use the water which falls upon it. 

 Sponge cities absorb the rain water, which is then naturally filtered by the soil and 

allowed to reach urban aquifers. 

 This allows for the extraction of water from the ground through urban or peri-urban 

wells. 

 This water can be treated easily and used for city water supply. 

 Wetland Policy: There is a need to start paying attention to the management of wetlands by 

involving local communities. 

 Without doubt, terrain alteration needs to be strictly regulated and a ban on any 

further alteration of terrain needs to be introduced. 

 To improve the city’s capacity to absorb water, new porous materials and 

technologies must be encouraged or mandated across scales. 

 Examples of these technologies are bioswales and retention systems, permeable 

material for roads and pavement, drainage systems which allow storm water to 

trickle into the ground, green roofs and harvesting systems in buildings. 

 Drainage Planning: Watershed management and emergency drainage plan should be clearly 

enunciated in policy and law. 

 Urban watersheds are micro ecological drainage systems, shaped by contours of 

terrain. 

 Detailed documentation of these must be held by agencies which are not bound by 

municipal jurisdictions; instead, there is a need to consider natural boundaries such 

as watersheds instead of governance boundaries like electoral wards for shaping a 

drainage plan. 
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 Water Sensitive Urban Design: These methods take into consideration the topography, 

types of surfaces (permeable or impervious), natural drainage and leave very less impact on 

the environment. 

 Vulnerability analyses and risk assessments should form part and parcel of city 

master plans. 

 In a changing climate, the drainage infrastructure (especially storm water drainage) 

has to be built considering the new ‘normals’. 

 Tools such as predictive precipitation modelling can help do that and are also able to 

link it with the adaptive capacity of urban land use. 

Conclusion: 

Urban Flood management will not just help control recurring floods but also respond to other fault 

lines, provide for water security, more green spaces, and will make the city resilient and sustainable. 

All these can be delivered effectively through an urban mission along the lines of the Atal Mission 

for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), National Heritage City Development and 

Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) and Smart Cities Mission. 

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

Discuss the factors responsible for growth of communalism and its impact on Indian 

society. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of communalism and its impact on Indian society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of communalism, factors responsible for growth and its impact on our society. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Communalism, in a broad sense means a strong attachment to one’s own community. In popular 
discourse in India, it is understood as unhealthy attachment to one’s own religion. 
Body: 
Present the case of Communalism in India; Communalism as a political philosophy has its roots in the 
religious and cultural diversity of India. It has been used as a political propaganda tool to create 
divide, differences and tensions between the communities on the basis of religious and ethnic identity 
leading to communal hatred and violence. 
Discuss the major factors that contributed towards the emergence and growth of communalism in 
modern India. Present the current situation. 
Present measures to deal with Communalism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with both positive and negative impact of communalism on our society. 
Introduction: 

Communalism is basically an ideology which consists of three elements: 
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 A belief that people who follow the same religion have common secular interests i.e. they have 

same political, economic and social interests. So, here socio- political communalities arise. 

 A notion that, in a multi-religious society like India, these common secular interests of one 

religion is dissimilar and divergent from the interests of the follower of another religion. 

 The interests of the follower of the different religion or of different ‘communities’ are seen to be 

completely incompatible, antagonist and hostile. 

Body: 

Factors responsible for growth of Communalism in India: 

 A Legacy of Past: 

 On the basis of the “Two Nation” theory of Jinnah, India was partitioned. Communal 

politics had played its nasty game during the immediate past of independent India. The 

“Divide and Rule” policy of the British Government served their colonial interest. The 

partition of India was the ultimate outcome of their politics.  

 Presence of Communal Parties: 

 Religion in India has become an important agency of political socialization and it is also 

reflected in the ideology of a number of political parties. A number of communal and 

sectarian political parties and organisations are present in India. Muslim League, Jamaat—

Islami, Hindu Mahasabha, Akali Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad are directly or indirectly 

responsible for the emergence of communalism. 

 Isolation of Muslims: 

 Indian Muslims have developed a tendency of isolationism even long after the creation of 

Pakistan. They remain aloof from the mainstream of national politics. Most of them are 

not interested to take part in the secular-nationalistic politics of the country. They insist 

on to be treated as a separate entity. 

 Poverty: 

 Mass poverty and unemployment create a sense of frustration among the people. It 

generates backwardness, illiteracy, ignorance, etc. The unemployed youth of both the 

communities can be easily trapped by religious fundamentalists and fanatics. They are 

used by them to cause communal riots. The weak economic status often breeds 

communalism. 

 Hindu Chauvinism: 

 The growths of Hindu chauvinistic attitudes have further strengthened the communal 

tensions in India. The Hindu religious groups like Shiv Sena, Hindu Mahasabha, Viswa 

Hindu Parisad often pressurize the government to take steps suitable to the interest of 

Hindus. They consider each Muslim as pro-Pakistani and anti-national. To face the possible 

challenge of other communal forces, they encourage the growth of Hindu communalism. 

 Social Cause: 

 The two major communities of India have been suspicious towards each other. The 

Muslims complain of the threat of Hindu cultural invasion upon their lives and have 

become more assertive of their rights. Either due to ignorance or insecurity, they do not 

fully accept the need of family planning and help in increasing population. 

 Communalization of Politics: 

 Electoral politics in India has become more expensive and competitive. Different political 

parties are not hesitating to use any means, fair or foul, for electoral victory. They even 

create communal tensions and try to take political advantage out of it. Concessions are 

granted to various minority groups for appeasing them. 
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 Cross-Border factors: 

 Communal tensions in India sometimes are highly intensified due to the rule of two 

neighbouring theocratic countries. These countries try to create communal problems in 

the border states. The communal problems of Punjab and Jammu Kashmir are caused due 

to provocation of Pakistan. So long as this cross-border factor is not removed, communal 

problems are likely to stay in India. 

 Failure of Government: 

 Both the Union and the State Governments often fail to prevent communalism in the 

country. Due to lack of prior information, they fail to take any preventive measures. So the 

communal violence can easily take innocent lives and destroys property. The post-Godhra 

riot in Gujarat shows the inefficiency of the government to control the communal riot. 

Failure of immediate and effective steps has been a cause of the continuance of 

communalism. 

Ramification of Communalism: 

 Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their near 

and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all direction. 

Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

 Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced violence, 

whether its inter country or intra country.  

 Sudden increase in violence against any particular community causes mass exodus and 

stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, this was seen in the case of 

Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, which was stimulated by a 

rumour. 

 Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values, which 

promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their fundamental 

duties towards the nation.  

 It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the 

feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

 Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-military 

forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when people from such 

community have been harassed and detained and finally have been released by court orders 

guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such victims, about their livelihood 

incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma of the families. 

 Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human 

resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the 

affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of 

those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure. 

 Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab. 

Steps to check the growth of Communalism: 

 Economic: 

 Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation measures 

are thus important for promoting communal harmony. 

 Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty and 

that too with honesty and without any discrimination. 

 Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims.  
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 This can uplift their socio economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to 

Hindus 

 Social: 

 The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things through 

religion promoting peace and security. 

 Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain 

brotherhood and respect for all religions 

 Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass media 

 Political: 

 Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives 

 Identification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used drones to 

monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals 

 Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace and 

harmony. 

 Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off 

immediately. 

 Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

 Joint celebration of community festivals 

 Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques 

 Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-social 

elements from engaging in communal riots 

 Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices 

Conclusion: 

Communalism cannot be accepted as the necessary evil in the society. It is detrimental to the 

development, social change, democracy and the federal feature of the State. Jawaharlal Nehru had 

pointed out the issue and termed it as the greatest danger. And so he said that anyone who loves 

India would hate communalism and anyone who hates India would love communalism. 

What is the difference between gender equity and gender equality? Why is it important 

to take gender concerns into account in programme design and implementation? (250 

words) 
Reference: unfpa.org 
Why the question: 
The question is concerned with importance of accounting gender concerns into programs and policies 
of the country to ensure greater equity and equality of all genders. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Differentiate between gender equity and gender equality, and discuss the important to take gender 
concerns into account in programme design and implementation. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definitions of the two terms. 
Body: 
Gender equity is the process of being fair to women and men while Gender equality requires equal 
enjoyment by women and men of socially-valued goods, opportunities, resources and rewards. 
Explain in detail with examples that gender equality; equality between men and women does not 
mean that women and men have to become the same, but that their rights, responsibilities and 
opportunities will not depend on whether they were born male or female. Gender equity means 
fairness of treatment for men and women according to their respective needs. This may include equal 
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treatment or treatment that is different but which is considered equivalent in terms of rights, 
benefits, obligations, and opportunities. 
Then discuss the importance of accounting these factors in policies and program implementation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it. 
Introduction: 

‘Gender equality’ means equal outcomes for women, men and gender-diverse people 

whereas ‘Gender equity’ is the process to achieve gender equality. Gender equity recognises that 

women and gender-diverse people are not in the same ‘starting position’ as men. This is because of 

historical and social disadvantages. Treating women, gender-diverse people and men equally might 

not actually be fair. In fact, it can create further disadvantage. Gender equity measures are often 

needed to level the playing field. 

Body: 

McKinsey Report: “The Power of Parity” key findings: 

1. If gender gap is filled by 2025 then Indian GDP could increase by 60% 

2. Gender inequality in India is extremely high at the workplace and in terms of legal protection 

and political voice. 

3. Economic development enables countries to close gender gaps, but progress on four 

indicators in particular: 

1. Education level 

2. Financial & Digital inclusion 

3. Legal Protection 

4. Unpaid care work 

4. India has among the worst levels of gender wage disparity (men earning more than women 

in similar jobs) with the gap exceeding 30%: ILO 

5. Only 33% of India’s internet users are female: UNICEF. 

Gender Budgeting (GB): 

1. GB is concerned with gender sensitive formulation of legislation, programmes and schemes; 

allocation of resources; implementation and execution; audit and impact assessment of programmes 

and schemes; and follow-up corrective action to address gender disparities. 

2. A powerful tool for achieving gender mainstreaming so as to ensure that benefits of 

development reach women as much as men. 

3. Does not seek to create a separate budget but seeks affirmative action to address specific 

needs of women. 

4. Monitors expenditure and public service delivery from a gender perspective. 

5. Entails dissection of the Government budgets to establish its gender differential impacts and 

to ensure that gender commitments are translated in to budgetary commitments. 

Rationale Behind Gender Budgeting 
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1. According to the 2011 census, women account for 48 per cent of the total population of the 

country. 

2. Women face disparities in access to and control over services and resources. 

3. Bulk of the public expenditure and policy concerns are in ‘‘gender neutral sectors”. 

4. Implications on women in the above sectors are not recognised or identified. 

5. Gender responsive budgets policies can contribute to achieving the objectives of gender 

equality, human development and economic efficiency. 

Gender Budgeting in India 

1. Gender Budget Statement (GBS) was first introduced in the Indian Budget in 2005-06. This 

GB Statement comprises two parts– 

2. India’s gender budgeting efforts stand out globally because they have not only influenced 

expenditure but also revenue policies (like differential rates for men and women in property tax 

rates and reconsideration of income tax structure) and have extended to state government levels. 

3. Gender budgeting efforts in India have encompassed four sequential phases: (i) knowledge 

building and networking, (ii) institutionalizing the process, (iii) capacity building, and (iv) enhancing 

accountability. 

4. Gender budgeting in India is not confined to an accounting exercise. The gender budgeting 

framework has helped the gender-neutral ministries to design new programs for women. 

5. Gender Budgeting Cells (GBC)as an institutional mechanism have been mandated to be set 

up in all Ministries/Departments. 

6. GBCs conduct gender based impact analysis, beneficiary needs assessment and beneficiary 

incidence analysis to identify scope for re-prioritization of public expenditure and improve 

implementation etc. 

Shortcomings 

1. Not only has the magnitude of the gender budget as a proportion of the total expenditure of 

the Union Budget decreased, the budgetary allocations for promoting gender equality and women’s 

empowerment have also shown a decline. 

2. There are only a few “big budget” women exclusive schemes of the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development (MWCD) like the Nirbhaya Fund and the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao campaign. 

3. Lack of dedicated human resources to implement the interventions identified by the GBCs. 

4. Monitoring remains one of the weakest links in the GRB work with no designated 

mechanism for monitoring it at the national level. 

5. Assumptions behind reporting allocations under Part B of the GBS remain questionable. 

Way Forward 

1. An assessment of gender responsive budgeting in India reveals a mixed picture. 

2. There are number of positive developments, such as changes in select planning and 

budgeting processes and creation of gender budget cells. 
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3. However, restricted reach of GB and stagnant or even declining allocations for the gender 

agenda are stumbling blocks. 

4. The adoption of the GB should be accompanied by multifaceted and interrelated 

improvements to budgets in general and the gender sensitivity of budgets. 

5. There needs to be shift from mere “reporting” of gender allocations to “purposive planning” 

with wider participation of women. 

Conclusion: 

India has shown a dedicated will to bring changes by pledging to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals which includes gender justice and women empowerment. Only with 

constructive planning and comprehensive changes at various levels in society the new emerging 

“women power” shall be soon able to realize its complete potential in India. 

Deliberate on the archaic, gendered constructs and divisions present even today in our 

country and their deep but differential impacts on women and men with suitable 

illustrations. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The editorial very well brings to us the Gender disparities prevalent in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the factors responsible for the gender disparities in the country. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the fact that Indian women have been shouldering a debilitating burden of unpaid 
household and care work for ages and it’s no different even today. 
Body: 
Start discussing about what Unpaid labour is. Its connection with Indian women household. 
Explain in what way the gender gap in time spent is larger in domestic maintenance than 
employment related activities. 
Take hints from the article and present the underlying causative factors that have led to such gender 
disparities. 
Suggest what needs to be done. Discuss the efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Gender inequality refers to unequal treatment or perceptions of individuals wholly or partly due to 

their gender. It arises from differences in socially constructed gender. According to the Global 

Gender Gap Report released by the World Economic Forum (WEF) in 2011, India was ranked 113 on 

the Gender Gap Index (GGI) among 135 countries polled. 

Body: 

Situation in India: 

1. India also scored poorly on overall female to male literacy and health rankings. 
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2. UNDP’s Gender Inequality Index-2014: India’s ranking is 127 out of 152 countries in the List. 

This ranking is only above Afghanistan as far as SAARC countries are concerned 

3. World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index- 2014: India’s ranks at 114 in the list of 

142 countries of the world. This Index examines gender gap in four major areas: 

4. Economic participation and opportunity: 134th 

5. Educational achievements: 126th 

6. Health and Life expectancy: 141st 

7. Political empowerment: 15th 

Dimensions of Gender Inequality: 

Economic Inequality: 

1. Globally, the value of women’s unpaid work performed is three times higher than that of 

men, whereas in the Asia-Pacific region, it is four times higher. 

2. Women often lack access to the financing needed to start or expand a business. 

3. Unconscious bias in the workplace like Glass Ceiling Effect. 

4. Though they comprise almost 40 percent of agricultural labour, they control only 9 percent 

of land. 

5. More than 50 percent of women have no valuable assets to their name. 

6. India has a lower share of women’s contribution to the GDP than the global average. 

Social Inequality: 

1. Dual role conflict in managing household chores and work. 

2. Literacy Gap in women as compared to Men. 

1. 65% women are literate as compared to 82% Men. 

Degraded health status of women: 

1. with invisible sex selective abortions being carried on causing skewed sex ratio. 

2. Immunisation rate although is 62%, it leaves out most vulnerable sections of society. 

3. More than 50% of women of reproductive age are anaemic. 

Feminisation of Poverty. 

Political Inequality: 

1. Only 14 % of women are representatives in Parliament 

Physical and Cultural Inequality of Women: 

1. Women face great physical insecurity. 

2. Crimes against women such as rapes, dowry deaths, and honour killings. 
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3. A culturally ingrained parental preference for sons — emanating from their importance as 

caregivers for parents in old age. 

Patriarchal mind-set: 

1. Patriarchy is a social system of privilege in which men are the primary authority figures, 

occupying roles of political leadership, moral authority, control of prosperity and authority over 

women and children. 

2. Cultural institutions in India, particularly those of patrilineality (inheritance through male 

descendants) and patrilocality (married couples living with or near the husband’s parents), play a 

crucial role in perpetuating gender inequality. 

Legal and constitutional safeguards against gender inequality: 

Constitutional safeguards: 

1. Indian Constitution provides for positive efforts to eliminate gender inequality. 

2. The Preambleto the Constitution talks about goals of achieving social, economic and political 

justice to everyone and to provide equality of status and of opportunity to all its citizens. 

3. Article 15of the Constitution provides for prohibition of discrimination on grounds of 

sex also apart from other grounds such as religion, race, caste or place of birth. 

4. Article 15(3)authorizes the Sate to make any special provision for women and children. 

5. The Directive Principles of State Policyalso provides various provisions which are for the 

benefit of women and provides safeguards against discrimination. 

Legal safeguards: 

Various protective Legislations have also been passed by the Parliament to eliminate exploitation of 

women and to give them equal status in society. 

1. The Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987was enacted to abolish and make punishable the inhuman 

custom of Sati. 

2. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961to eliminate the practice of dowry. 

3. The Special Marriage Act, 1954to give rightful status to married couples who marry inter-

caste or inter-religion. 

4. Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Bill(introduced in 

Parliament in 1991, passed in 1994 to stop female infanticide and many more such Acts. 

5. Section 304-Bwas added to the Indian Penal Code, 1860 to make dowry-death or bride-

burning a specific offence punishable with maximum punishment of life imprisonment. 

Challenges: 

1. Stereotypical thinking and Patriarchal mind-set is the biggest challenge. 

2. Declining child sex ratio (CSR), the practice of gender-biased sex selection, and child 

marriage. 

3. Domestic violence against women is also high. 
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4. Women being exposed to violence by their partners. 

5. Judicial remedies or police reforms, though absolutely necessary, are mostly curative, rather 

than being preventive. 

6. Benefits like maternity leave or related facilities will not be accessible to her in the informal 

sector. 

What can be done to improve gender inequality in India? 

1. Apart from providing education to women, they need to be provided with all kinds 

of opportunities and skills without any discrimination or stereotyping. 

1. For Eg : Women Entrepreneurship Platform by NITI AAYOG. 

2. The health and safety of women should be given priority to enable them to participate in 

public life efficiently. 

0. For Eg : Janani Suraksha Yojana, Maatru Vandana Yojana. 

3. The disparity in pay structure for women for same work and skill set needs to be closed at all 

levels. 

0. For Eg : Effective implementation of Equal Remunerations Act. 

4. Women should be given the right to decide the size of their family i.e. number of and 

spacing between children. Further, all women need to be made aware about contraception. 

0. For Eg : Effective Property rights implementation. 

5. Supportfrom the society, family and corporate is required to create a soothing working 

environment for a woman. 

6. A working couple needs to spend part of their income on domestic arrangements; otherwise 

the woman will get marginalized. 

7. The family of a woman needs to understand that she is pursuing a particular job as her 

passion, not just to earn some income. 

8. Also, life of the child needs to be planned by couple in advance so that s/he does not suffer. 

9. Now-a-days, companies do not want to lose their efficient employees. They are generally 

ready to provide much necessary break (maternity leave) to women. 

10. Countries need to work with society and its adolescent population to identify gaps which are 

limiting women’s access in any field and should try to bridge those gaps. 

11. Evidence shows that women make better decisions. Therefore, their participation in top 

decision making bodies at corporate as well as at democratic level needs to be boosted. 

Conclusion: 

For India to maintain its position as a global growth leader, more concerted efforts at local and 

national levels and by the private sector are needed to bring women to parity with men. Increasing 

the representation of women in the public spheres is important and can potentially be attained 

through some form of affirmative action, an attitudinal shift is essential for women to be considered 
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as equal within their homes and in broader society. Indian government has “prioritised” women’s 

issues in its policies and programmes but there is need for greater momentum. 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

What is an “earthquake swarm”? Differentiate them with the regular Earthquakes and 

explain in what way they have a different impact. (250 words) 
Reference: Economic Times  
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. Hundreds of earthquakes ranging from 2.5 to 
4.9 magnitudes have been rattling California recently thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of Earthquake swarms and state how they are different from the regular 
earthquakes and discuss their impact. 
Directive: 
Differentiate – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are similar as 
well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define Earthquake swarms. 
Body: 
Discuss the concept in general – Earthquake swarms are a sequence of mostly small earthquakes 
with no identifiable main shock. Swarms are usually short-lived, but they can continue for days, 
weeks, or sometimes even months. They are many times too subtle for people to notice. However, it 
is important to note that they are not aftershocks, which happen after a large main shock. 
Explain how they are different from regular earthquakes. Suggest what needs to be done to mitigate 
the effect of Earthquake swarms while discussing their differential impact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to understand and take measures to overcome their impact. 
Introduction: 

                An Earthquake swarm is a sequence of mostly small earthquakes with no identifiable 

mainshock. Swarms are usually short-lived, but they can continue for days, weeks, or sometimes 

even months. They often recur at the same locations. Most swarms are associated with geothermal 

activity. 

Body: 

Occurrences of Swarms across the world: 

1. India: Since 11 November 2018, an earthquake swarm has been observed in the region of 

Dahanu, Maharashtra, an otherwise aseismic area. Ten to twenty quakes are felt daily, with 

magnitudes usually smaller than 3.5 (maximum magnitude 4.1 in February 2019). 

2. Philippines: An earthquake swarm occurred from early April 2017 to mid August 2017 in the 

Philippine province of Batangas. 

Europe: 
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1. Czechia/Germany: The western Bohemia/Vogtland region is the border area between 

Czechia and Germany where earthquake swarms were first studied at the end of the 19th century. 

Swarm activity is recurrent there, sometimes with large maximum magnitudes, 

2. France: Ubaye earthquake swarms In Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, the Ubaye Valley is the 

most active seismic zone in the French Alps. +swarm activity in an area where usually only a few low-

magnitude events occur every year. 

Central America 

El Salvador: In April 2017, the Salvadoran municipality of Antiguo Cuscatlán, a suburb of San 

Salvador, experienced a sequence of close to 500 earthquakes within 2 days. 

Northern America 

United States: Between February and November 2008, Nevada experienced a swarm of 1,000 low-

magnitude quakes generally referred to as the 2008 Reno earthquakes 

The Yellowstone Caldera, a supervolcano in NW Wyoming, has experienced several strong 

earthquake swarms since the end of the 20th century. 

Atlantic Ocean: In El Hierro, the smallest and farthest south and west of the Canary Islands, 

hundreds of small earthquakes were recorded from July 2011 until October 2011. 

Differences between an earthquake and earthquake swarm: 

  Earthquake Swarm 

Main Shock Definite main shock Not present 

After shock 
Generally occur after the mains 

shock 
No after shocks 

Occurrence Duration 

One main shock but followed by 

Aftershocks, which become less 

frequent with time, although 

they can continue for days, 

weeks, months, or even years for 

a very large mainshock. 

Usually short-lived, but they can 

continue for days, weeks, or 

sometimes even months. 

Cause 

Sudden release of energy in the 

Earth’s lithosphere that creates 

seismic waves. 

hydro-seismicity due to water 

percolation as well as seismic 

activity. 

Frequency of occurrence Regularly Rare 

Reoccurrence 
Can happen at varied time 

intervals. 
They can reoccur frequently. 

Magnitude Low to high Low 

Intensity Low to high Low 

Destruction to life and property Very high Relatively less 
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Impact of earthquake swarms: 

1. Each earthquake within the swarm redistributes stress, which may in turn influence the 

subsequent swarm evolution, especially if the crust is in a critical state. Slider-block models have 

shown that earthquake swarms can result from a self-organized critical stress field without any 

external pore pressure source which can cause damage. 

2. Earthquake swarm activity also shares some common features with tectonic earthquake 

clusters, in particular embedded aftershock sequences which point to an important role for stress 

triggering collapse of structures. 

3. The potential for destruction from these events varies widely. Some cause considerable 

amount of damage but others are relatively harmless. Dhanau swarm caused casualties and damage 

to structures. 

4. Low intensity swarms which cause just shaking, maybe a cause of residents of inhabitants of 

the area. Especially in areas with reservoirs. 

5. They can be witnessed even in areas with no documented seismic activity in the recent past 

as was seen in Rhone Valley region. 

Conclusion: 

                Given the different nature of the swarms, they pose a different kind of challenges to 

manage them. Most swarms pose very little threat but the strongest swarm may be pose risk. 

Identifying potential hazards ahead of time and planning in advance can reduce the dangers of 

serious injury or loss of life from an earthquake. Repairing and reinforcing building foundations, 

anchoring overhead lighting fixtures to the ceiling, securing furniture and other objects to walls and 

floors, and following local seismic building standards will help reduce the impact of swarms. 

Critically examine the factors affecting the marine erosion. (250 words) 
Reference: The Diplomat 
Why the question: 
The article talks about the rising menace of marine erosion across the World and discusses the 
factors responsible for it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically examine the factors affecting the marine erosion with suitable examples. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First briefly explain what Marine erosion is. 
Body: 
Marine erosion is the loss or displacement of land, or the long-term removal of sediment and rocks 
along the coastline due to the action of waves, currents, tides, wind-driven water, waterborne ice, or 
other impacts of storms. 
List the factors responsible for marine erosion one by one. 
Have a Para on climate change and its huge impact directly on it. 
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Take hints from the article, present the case study of Sagar islands of India and elucidate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction: 

Marine erosion or Coastal erosion is the loss or displacement of land, or the long-term removal of 

sediment and rocks along the coastline due to the action of waves, currents, tides, wind-driven 

water, waterborne ice, or other impacts of storms. 

Coastal processes are the most dynamic and hence most destructive. Some of the changes along the 

coasts take place very fast. At one place, there can be erosion in one season and deposition in 

another. Most of the changes along the coasts are accomplished by waves. When waves break, the 

water is thrown with great force onto the shore, and simultaneously, there is a great churning of 

sediments on the sea bottom. Constant impact of breaking waves drastically affects the coasts. 

Storm waves and tsunami waves can cause far-reaching changes in a short period of time than 

normal breaking waves. As wave environment changes, the intensity of the force of breaking waves 

changes. 

Body: 

Factors affecting marine erosion: 
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 The rock type/geology. Hard rock types are less likely to erode. 

 Presence of Soft Soapstone, sandstone or hard granite stone causes subsequent marine 

features. 

 The fetch of the wave and the strength of the wind. Powerful winds and a long fetch create the 

most damaging (erosive) waves. 

 Deeper penetration of the tide into rivers and estuaries and increased saline intrusion, 

especially during the dry season; this may cause troubles for water intakes and for irrigation 

and cause changes to the estuarine habitats. 

 The gradient of slope – steep slopes erode more violently and frequently. 

 whether the coast is advancing (emerging) seaward or retreating (submerging) landward. 

 Creation of High rocky coasts – formation of Fjords. 

 Weather conditions: freezing temperatures and heavy rain increase weathering and the rate of 

erosion. 

 Effect of Thawing and freezing causing Permafrost. 

 The amount of vegetation – the presence of vegetation helps stabilise slopes but also increases 

the occurrence of biological weathering. 

 The amount of human interference – if there are no man-made structures (eg sea walls) to 

protect the coast, then the coast is more vulnerable to attack.  

 However, the construction of houses, industry and other man-made structures in the first 

instance are the reasons why coastal erosion is a concern. 

 Creation of reservoirs for power production and irrigation purposes by the construction of river 

dams further affect coastal erosion. 

 deepening of navigation channels 

 Development Ports on the coast: interferes with the littoral drift budget and the results are 

sedimentation and shoreline impact. 

 mining of beach sand: 

 shape and position of the shoreline depends not only on the wave climate, but also on sand 

supply to the bay. 

 Use of Fast Ferries:  

 If a fast ferry navigates through protected waters, the wake waves are very different from 

the natural waves along the navigation route. The wake waves affects: 
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 by higher wave uprush than that produced by normal waves; 

 by changing the coastal morphological processes in the area. This can result in erosion as 

well as the formation of a large beach berm; 

 by breaking unexpectedly and violently, the waves can be dangerous for dinghies and for 

bathers. 

 Creation of Seawall: 

 Beach lowering by enhanced wave energy dissipation at the toe of the seawall. This process 

is significant in the case of frequent wave attack on the seawall or insufficient sand supply by 

littoral drift for beach recovering after storm erosion. 

 Enhanced beach lowering and shoreline retreat after storm erosion. 

Impact of marine erosion: 

 Coastal areas have been changing with erosion and sand movement for ages 

 Beach erosion occurs when wind and water remove sand from the beach, and move it to other 

locations.  

 Severe erosion leads to flooding, building loss, and road damage.  

 Coastal communities fight erosion by rebuilding beaches, and by protecting and restoring sand 

dunes. 

  important natural habitats, coastal settlements and local economies all get affected. 

 For Eg: Affects fishing economy. 

Conclusion: 

Submerging and soft coastal relief of the southern Baltic Sea area is under most threat; the rate of 

retreat depending on the frequency and strength of the storm surges. The rate of coastal retreat has 

also increased in recent years due to sea-level rise and loss of beaches. The coastal zones are one of 

the most dynamic environments in the world, because it is where different geospheres interact. 

Taking place over a range of timescales, these interactions cause dynamic coastal rebuilding, 

referred to coastal morphodynamics. 

Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and 

the Indian subcontinent);  

Examine the biological significance of soil and give a bio-climatic classification of the 

soils found on the surface of the earth. (250 words) 
Reference: fundamentals of physical Geography by G C Leong 
Why the question: 
The question is about the biological significance of soil and the bio-climatic classification of the soils 
found on the surface of the earth. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to explain the bio-climatic classification of the soils found on the surface of the earth 
while bringing out the biological significance of soil. 
Directive: 
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the definition of Soil. 
Body: 
Soil is a mixture of organic matter, minerals, gases, liquids, and organisms that together support life. 
Discuss then the biological significance of it; as a medium for plant growth, as a means of water 
storage, supply and purification, as a modifier of Earth’s atmosphere, as a habitat for organisms. 
Then move onto discuss the bio-climatic classification of the soils. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

Soil is our prime natural and economic resource. Soils in India differ in composition and structure. In 

India, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has classified soils into 8 

categories. Alluvial Soil, Black Cotton Soil, Red Soil, Laterite Soil, Mountainous or Forest Soils, Arid 

or Desert Soil, Saline and Alkaline Soil, Peaty and Marshy Soil are the categories of Indian Soil. 

Body: 

There are a variety of reasons for these variations in soil. Primarily soils are different from region to 

region due to the climatic conditions (like temperature, rainfall etc). The variety of flora and fauna of 

a region also has an influence on the soil profile. And there can even be a human influence. 

Significance of Soil: 

1. The fertile soil helps in the growth and development of the plants. The plants thus produced 

are healthy and provide food, clothing, furniture, and medicines. 

2. It supports many life forms including bacteria, fungi, algae, etc. These microbes, in turn, 

maintain environmental balance by retaining the moisture and decaying the dead organisms. 

3. The topsoil supports certain life activities such as reproduction, hatching, nesting, breeding, 

etc. of a few organisms. 

4. The organic matter present in the soil increases the fertility of the soil which is responsible 

for the growth of the plants. 

5. It also contains certain minerals and elements that are necessary for the plants to carry out 

their cellular activities. 

6. Soil is used for making cups, utensils, tiles, etc. The contents in the soil such as gravel, clay 

and sand are used in the construction of homes, roads, buildings, etc. 

7. Useful mineral medicines such as calcium, iron, and other substances such as petroleum jelly 

for cosmetics are extracted from the soil. 

8. The soil absorbs the rainwater. This water is evaporated and released into the air during 

sunny days, making the atmosphere cooler. 
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Bio Climatic Classification of Soils in India: 

1. Alluvial Soil: 

1. These are formed by the deposition of sediments by rivers. 

2. They are rich in humus and very fertile. These soils are renewed every year. 

3. This soil is well-drained and poorly drained with an immature profile in undulating areas. 

This soil has potash deficiency. 

4. The colour of soil varies from light grey to ash. 

5. This soil is suited for Rice, maize, wheat, sugarcane, oilseeds etc. 

6. They are found in Great Northern plain, lower valleys of Narmada and Tapti and Northern 

Gujarat. 

7. This soil is divided into Khadar Soil (New) and Bhangar Soil (Old). 

2. Black or Regur Soil: 

0. These soils are made up of volcanic rocks and lava-flow. 
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1. It is concentrated over Deccan Lava Tract which includes parts of Maharashtra, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

2. It consists of Lime, Iron, Magnesium and also Potash but lacks in Phosphorus, 

Nitrogen and Organic matter. 

3. It has high water retaining capacity and good for the cotton cultivation, Tobacco, 

citrus fruits, castor, and linseed. 

3. Red Soil: 

0. These are derived from weathering of ancient metamorphic rocks of Deccan Plateau. 

1. The presence of ferric oxides makes the colour of soil red. The top layer of the soil is 

red and horizon below is yellowish. 

2. Generally, these soils are deficient in phosphate, lime, magnesia, humus and 

nitrogen. 

3. This soil is good for the cultivation of wheat, cotton, pulses, tobacco, millets, 

orchards, potato, and oilseeds. 

4. They cover almost the whole of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Karnataka, Maharashtra and parts of Orissa. 

4. Laterite Soil: 

0. These soft, when they are wet and ‘hard and cloddy’ on drying. 

1. These soils are formed due to intense leaching and are well developed on the 

summits of hills and uplands. 

2. They are commonly found in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and 

hilly areas of Orissa and Assam. 

3. These are poor in organic matter, nitrogen, potassium, lime and potash. 

4. These iron and aluminium rich soils are suitable for the cultivation of rice, ragi, 

sugarcane and cashew nuts. 

5. Mountain Soil: 

0. These soils are formed as a result of the accumulation of organic matter derived 

from forest growth. 

1. They are found in Himalayan region and vary in different regions according to 

altitude. 

2. Tea is grown in those areas which receive sufficient rainfall. 

3. These soils are immature and dark brown in colour. 

4. This soil has very low humus and it is acidic in nature. 

5. The orchards, fodder, legumes are grown in this soil. 

6. Desert Soil: 
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0. This soil is deposited by wind action and mainly found in the arid and semi-arid areas 

like Rajasthan, West of the Aravallis, Northern Gujarat, Saurashtra, Kachchh, 

Western parts of Haryana and southern part of Punjab. 

1. They are sandy with low organic matter. 

2. It has low soluble salts and moisture with very low retaining capacity. If irrigated 

these soil give a high agricultural return. 

3. These suitable less water requiring crops like Bajra, pulses, fodder, and guar. 

4. As evaporation is in excess of rainfall, the soil has a high salt content and saline layer 

forms a hard crust. 

7. Peaty and Marshy Soils: 

0. This soil originates from the areas where adequate drainage is not possible. 

1. It is rich in organic matter and has high salinity. 

2. They are deficient in potash and phosphate. 

3. These mainly found in Sunderbans delta, Kottayam, and Alappuzha districts of 

Kerala, Rann of Kachchh, deltas of Mahanadi etc. 

8. Saline and Alkaline Soils: 

0. Theses also called as Reh, Usar, Kallar, Rakar, Thur and Chopan. 

1. These are mainly found in Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 

Maharashtra. 

2. Sodium chloride and sodium sulphate are present in this soil. 

3. It is suitable for leguminous crops. 

Conclusion: 

However, in south and central India, floods wash away rich, weathered soil, which are deposited in 

reservoirs or as sand bars along the river bed or in the sea. Any rehabilitation programme must 

consider this lost soil. Organic matter plays a key role in maintaining soil fertility by holding nitrogen 

and sulphur in organic forms and other essential nutrients such as potassium and calcium. The loss 

of organic matter is accelerated by frequent tillage. The need of the hour is to educate farmers in 

other regions as well about what they can do to improve the health of their nutrient-depleted soil by 

following practices such as crop rotation, and using organic manure boosters such as cow dung and 

dried leaves. 

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of 

such changes. 

Discuss in what way Climate change is disrupting the water cycle on Earth and thus has 

made water- a public resource more crucial. (250 words) 
Reference: Down to Earth 
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Why the question: 
The article explains in a world driven by climate change water, as a public resource, has become 
crucial. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the correlation of climate change and the water cycle of the Earth. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the fact that water is not just conditional to life, but is also a conduit to the 
biggest contemporary threat to life — climate change. 
Body: 
One must explain the impact of climate change with specific case of its effect on water cycle. 
Present key statistics and suggest on the issue – According to the United Nations’ World Water 
Development Report 2018, some 3.6 billion people across the world live in areas that witness water 
scarcity for at least a month in a year. By 2050, this number would rise to 5.7 billion. 
Discuss what measures should be taken to overcome and prevent the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on the lines that “Water is to adaptation what energy is to mitigation”. 
Introduction: 

        Climate change touches every corner of our planet’s ecosystem, and the water cycle is no 

exception. Because the processes involved are highly dependent on temperature, changes in one 

have consequences on the other. Specifically, as global temperatures have steadily increased at their 

fastest rates in millions of years, it’s directly affected things like water vapor concentrations, clouds, 

precipitation patterns, and stream flow patterns, which are all related to the water cycle. 

Water cycle:  
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        Earth’s water is always in movement, and the natural water cycle, also known as the hydrologic 

cycle, describes the continuous movement of water on, above, and below the surface of the Earth. 

Water is always changing states between liquid, vapor, and ice, with these processes happening in 

the blink of an eye and over millions of years. 

The water cycle describes how water evaporates from the surface of the earth, rises into the 

atmosphere, cools and condenses into rain or snow in clouds, and falls again to the surface as 

precipitation. The water falling on land collects in rivers and lakes, soil, and porous layers of rock, 

and much of it flows back into the oceans, where it will once more evaporate. The cycling of water in 

and out of the atmosphere is a significant aspect of the weather patterns on Earth. 

The above diagram shows the various components and interactions that are a part of the water 

cycle. 

Impact of climate change on the water cycle: 

1. Evaporation: 

1. Warmer air can hold more moisture than cool air. As a result, in a warmer world, the air will 

suck up more water from oceans, lakes, soil and plants. The drier conditions this air leaves behind 

could negatively affect drinking water supplies and agriculture. 

2. On the flip side, the warmer, wetter air could also endanger human lives. A study out of 

Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory found that higher humidity will make 

future higher temperatures unbearable in some places, by blocking the cooling effects of our sweat. 

1. Precipitation: 

1. When all that extra warm, extra wet air cools down, it drops extra rain or snow to the 

ground. Thus, a warmer world means we get hit with heavier rain and snowstorms. 

2. By changing air temperatures and circulation patterns, climate change will also change 

where precipitation falls. Some areas — are expected to get drier. Meanwhile, the some are 

expected to get wetter. We are already seeing increased precipitation and floods in arid regions like 

Northern Karnataka. 

3. Changes in precipitation patterns will challenge many farmers, as well as natural 

ecosystems. 

2. Surface Runoff and Stream Flow: 

0. The heavier bursts of precipitation caused by warmer, wetter air can lead to 

flooding, which can of course endanger human lives, damage homes, kill crops, and 

hurt the economy. 

1. Heavier rainstorms will also increase surface runoff — the water that flows over the 

ground after a storm. This moving water may strip nutrients from the soil and pick 

up pollutants, dirt, and other undesirables, flushing them into nearby bodies of 

water. Those contaminants may muck up our water supplies and make it more 

expensive to clean the water to drinking standards. 

2. In addition, as runoff dumps sediments and other contaminants into lakes and 

streams, it could harm fish and other wildlife. Fertilizer runoff can cause algae 

blooms that ultimately end up suffocating aquatic critters and causing a stinky mess. 
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The problem is compounded by warming water, which can’t hold as much of the 

dissolved oxygen that fish need to survive. These conditions could harm fisheries, 

and make conditions unpleasant for folks who like to use lakes and streams for 

fishing, swimming, and other recreational activities. 

3. Oceans: 

0. Warmer temperatures and increasing acidity are making life difficult for sea 

creatures. These changes are transforming food chains from the bottom-up. In 

addition, many fish are moving poleward in search of cooler waters, which has 

implications for the fishing industry and people who like to eat fish. 

1. Temperature changes also have the potential to alter major ocean currents. Because 

ocean temperatures drive atmospheric circulation patterns, this could change 

weather patterns all over the world. 

2. As ice sheets and mountaintop glaciers melt, they’re dumping extra water into the 

oceans; the resulting sea level rise jeopardizes coastal properties around the world. 

4. Snowpack: 

0. Ordinarily, as winter snowpack melts in the springtime, it slowly adds fresh water to 

rivers and streams and helps to replenish drinking water supplies. 

1. However, as the air warms, many areas are receiving more of their precipitation as 

rain rather than snow. This means less water is being stored for later as snowpack. 

In addition, the rain actually accelerates the melting of snow that’s already on the 

ground. 

1. The lack of snowpack can lead to drier conditions later in the year, which can be bad news 

for regions that rely on snowmelt to refill their drinking water supplies. In California, for example, 

declines in snowpack have contributed to long-term drought and water shortages. At the same time, 

as the rains come faster rather than slowly melting from snow, California’s ability to control floods is 

decreasing. 

2. Changes in snowpack can also negatively impact wildlife and income from skiing and winter 

tourism. 

1. Clouds: 

1. A study last year out of Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory found that increasing summer 

heat is driving off California’s morning clouds. This lack of clouds allows more sunlight to strike the 

ground, raising temperatures further, exacerbating drying and the risk of wildfires. 

2. Changes in Water Demand: 

0. In addition to changing the water cycle, climate change could change how we use 

water and how much we need. Higher temperatures and evaporation rates could 

increase the demand for water in many areas. 

1. This could worsen the already water stressed conditions in many parts of the world. 

Way forward and conclusion: 
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1. Improved water management, including sanitation, is an essential component of successful 

climate mitigation and adaptation strategies, as called for in the 2015 Paris Agreement. Water is also 

key to attaining the goals and targets of the Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030. 

Climate-resilient water management can therefore act as a mechanism of coherence among these 

global frameworks. 

2. Water management practices in ways that will allow communities, countries and basin 

authorities to make confident, risk-informed decisions that can help to increase climate resilience, 

improve ecosystem health and reduce the risk of water-related disasters. 

3. According to IPCC, “the relationship between climate change mitigation measures and water 

is a reciprocal one”. Measures introduced to reduce GHG emissions have direct implications for 

water resource use and management. Conversely, water extraction and management measures 

have an impact on carbon emissions due to the energy intensity of water treatment and distribution 

systems. 

4. Preserve and protect aquifers: Aquifers comprise the world’s largest source of fresh water 

available for human use and can be less vulnerable than surface water to the direct impacts of 

climate change. 

Conclusion: 

        Freshwater is one of Earth’s most precious resources, sustaining ecosystems, economies, 

biodiversity and society as a whole. The global climate crisis is not the sole threat to freshwater. 

However, the crisis further exacerbates existing conditions, making the management and 

management projection of future water availability and quality increasingly difficult, and demanding 

new strategies for managing this scarce and precious resource within and among riparian countries. 

Water is thus an enabling factor and a limiting factor in humanity’s ability to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change. 
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	State the core principles of Bhakti movement that defied the existing social system and values. What impact did Kabir and Nanak leave on Indian society and culture? Discuss.  (250 words)
	Discuss the key features and significance of folk dance of North Eastern India. (250 words)
	Write a note on Kailasanatha Temple and Dashavatar Cave architecture of Rashtrakutas.(250 words)
	What caused the rise of the Sufi movement in India? Discuss its spread and expansion in the country. (250 words)
	Give a comparative analysis of Buddhist and Jain literature as a source of ancient Indian history. (250 words)
	Discuss the starring role and influences of Basavanna as a social reformer. (250 words)
	Elucidate the main aspects of the policy of Dhamma as propounded by Ashoka and to what extent are they relevant to present-day India. (250 words)

	Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
	Assess the role of Indian Civil Services in facilitating and furthering the British Rule in India.(250 words)
	Discuss the contributions of social reformers of 19th century in the making of modern India. (250 words)
	How did Sir Syed Ahmed Khan articulate the identity and existential issues of Muslims in India? Explain. (250 words)
	Discuss in what way trade monopoly of East India Company was weakened by different Charter Acts passed by the British Parliament. (250 words)
	Examine the ideas and ideology of Jyotiba Phule. Can he be termed a radical? (250 words)

	Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	Post- Independence, integration and unification of India demonstrated to be a long process plagued with challenges. In this context, examine the early challenges that India faced as a newly independent country.(250 words)

	History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization.
	What do you understand by a colonial system and identify the factors promoting it? Elaborate on the major countries that got benefitted from colonialism and why? (250 words)

	Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
	Mental health is one of the most neglected social issues in India. Comment. (250 words)
	What are the basic features of social protest movement? Explain social movements as an expression of protest. (250 words )

	Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	Gender imbalance is one of the primary concerns that the science policy 2020 must focus to root out. Comment. (250 words)
	Describe the concept of Role and Role Conflict. Discuss the nature and extent of role conflict among working women in India. (250 words)

	Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.
	Analyse in what way redefining urban areas can have far-reaching impact on ease of living and economic development of the people in the country.(250 words)
	Ineffective and unplanned hydro-geology of cities and towns of India today are more responsible for floods than just the monsoon depressions. Critically examine. (250 words)

	Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.
	Discuss the factors responsible for growth of communalism and its impact on Indian society. (250 words)
	What is the difference between gender equity and gender equality? Why is it important to take gender concerns into account in programme design and implementation? (250 words)
	Deliberate on the archaic, gendered constructs and divisions present even today in our country and their deep but differential impacts on women and men with suitable illustrations. (250 words)

	Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
	What is an “earthquake swarm”? Differentiate them with the regular Earthquakes and explain in what way they have a different impact. (250 words)
	Critically examine the factors affecting the marine erosion. (250 words)

	Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian subcontinent);
	Examine the biological significance of soil and give a bio-climatic classification of the soils found on the surface of the earth. (250 words)

	Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes.
	Discuss in what way Climate change is disrupting the water cycle on Earth and thus has made water- a public resource more crucial. (250 words)


