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Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics 

in human actions; dimensions of ethics; ethics in private and public 

relationships.  

Describe the following terms in your own words: Confession, Commitment and 

Rationality with suitable examples. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to discuss the above mentioned values with suitable 
examples. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Describe the above mentioned values with suitable explanation. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define each of the words. 
Body: 
Confession: 
Confession is when I accept the mistake/wrong I have done. It is the starting point of penance. It is 
the act that follows after the realization that I have one something immoral. It helps to purify my 
mind and strengthens my  conscience. 
E.g., I confessed to my mother when I had used the money given by her towards the wrong Things. 
Commitment: 
Commitment is the consistency and strength of a decision concerning something/someone. It depicts 
clarity and certainty in behaviour with respect to a thing I am committed to. It strengthens my 
confidence with respect to that thing. E.g. Bhagat Singh’s commitment to independence. 
Rationality: 
Rationality is a faculty of thinking wherein the prejudices, emotions and other outside influences have 
no place. It is a scientific approach to things. It helps us see things as it is and not adulterated by 
subjective opinions. It is the tool to bring objectivity in decision making. This instrument helps us 
discriminate between right and wrong, good and bad by their merits, E.g., If we think rationally we 
will never believe in gender bias traditions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their importance. 

1. Confession: 

                A formal statement admitting that one is guilty of a wrong doing or a crime. It involved 

admission of guilt, feeling sorry towards it and a person desires absolution from the act and make 

sure that act is not repeated. 

Confession can lead to reconciliation which leads to a community that walks and serves together. It 

can improve inter personal relationships and build trust between individuals and societies.   

A confession is the starting point of ‘let bygones be bygones’ as well as the process of forgiveness 

which is one of the important virtue which is need to heal and achieve internal peace as well as 

peace in our world. 

Confession requires immense courage. It can be done only the brave and those who to right the 

wrongs. It is a virtue which cause temporary pain to the person who is wronged but in the long run, 

it acts as a bridge to improve relations. 

A teenage Mohandas was stealing from home. He was overcome with guilt and he resolved never to 

steal again. But this was not sufficient. He made up his mind to confess his guilt to his father. But he 
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did not dare to speak to him. Not that he was afraid of his father beating him. But he was afraid of 

the pain that he should cause him. But he felt that there could not be a cleansing without a clean 

confession. 

He wrote a note in which, not only did he confess his guilt, but also asked for adequate punishment 

for it. He pleaded his father not to punish himself for his offence. In the same note Mohan also 

pledged never to steal in future. He was trembling as he handed over the note to his father. He read 

it through and the pearl-drops from his eyes trickled down his cheeks, wetting the paper. For a 

moment he closed his eyes and then he tore away the note. He forgave Mohan and he never stole 

again. This is the sort of virtue where to accept a mistake, confess, repent and to resolve not to 

commit the act again made him Mahatma Gandhi. 

Be truly sorry for your sins. The essential act of Penance, on the part of the penitent, is contrition, a 

clear and decisive rejection of the sin committed, together with a resolution not to commit it again. 

The resolution to avoid committing these sins in the future (amendment) is a sure sign that your 

sorrow is genuine and authentic. It all starts with confession. 

2. Commitment: 

“Whatever it takes.” Those are words of commitment. Words said by a person with the drive to 

reach a goal by doing what needs to be done until it is achieved. Commitment ethic is a deeply held 

belief that, once you have agreed to do something, you must do it until it is finished or completed. A 

strong commitment ethic leads to success. Whether you are a student, an employee or a stay at 

home mom—you’ve probably set personal goals for yourself. These goals can be reached only when 

a high enough level of commitment has been made. 

During the reign of Madakari Nayaka, the city of Chitradurga was besieged by the troops of Hyder 

Ali. A chance sighting of a man entering the Chitradurga fort through a hole in the rocks led to a plan 

by Hyder Ali to send his soldiers through that hole. The Guard had gone home to have his lunch. 

During his meal he needed some water to drink, so his wife Obavva went to collect water in a pot 

from a pond which was near the hole in the rocks, halfway up the hill. She noticed the army trying to 

enter the fort through the hole. She used the Onake or pestle (a wooden long club meant for 

pounding paddy grains) to kill the soldiers one by one by hitting them on the head and then quietly 

moving the dead without raising the suspicions of the rest of the troops. Mudda Hanuma, Obavva’s 

husband, returned from lunch, was shocked to see Obavva standing with a blood stained Onake and 

several of the enemies’ dead bodies around her. She was later killed in the ensuing battle. 

Her commitment to her land and duty is unparalleled, which made her the epitome of courage, 

dedicate and commitment. Without commitment ethic, what’s to keep us from giving up at the first 

sign of resistance? Commitment ethic gives us the push we need to power through when all hope 

seems lost. It’s an inner drive to succeed, even when everything else is seeing to it that we fail. 

3. Rationality: Rationality is the habit of acting by reason, which means in accordance with the 

facts of reality. The only alternative is acting by whim, which because reality is absolute, will result in 

undesired consequences. This is because an action based on a belief in a particular cause-effect 

relationship will not occur if that relationship is invalid. 

A second consequence to acting irrationally is that it undermines one’s ability to act rationally in the 

future. By choosing to act irrationally, you are confessing your lack of trust in your own mind. The 

more often you do this, the more you will believe what you are practicing. You will accept that the 
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mind is impotent, and that you cannot make the right decisions. This undercuts your ability to live, 

since reason is man’s means of survival. 

Stanislav Yevgrafovich Petrov was a lieutenant colonel of the Soviet Air Defence Forces who played a 

key role in the 1983 Soviet nuclear false alarm incident. On 26 September 1983, three weeks after 

the Soviet military had shot down Korean Air Lines Flight 007, Petrov was the duty officer at the 

command center for the Oko nuclear early-warning system when the system reported that a missile 

had been launched from the United States, followed by up to five more. Petrov judged the reports to 

be a false alarm, and his decision to disobey orders, against Soviet military protocol, is credited with 

having prevented an erroneous retaliatory nuclear attack on the United States and its NATO allies 

that could have resulted in a large-scale nuclear war. Investigation later confirmed that the Soviet 

satellite warning system had indeed malfunctioned. Petrov’s rationality save the world from a global 

catastrophe. 

“Aristotelian and Buddhist ethics are alike formally: each advocates moderation”. 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of Aristotelian and Buddhist ethics. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain how Aristotelian and Buddhist ethics both are alike and advocate moderation. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define each of the types – Aristotelian and Buddhist ethics. 
Body: 
According to Aristotle Happiness exits in the rational exercise of the soul’s faculties in conformity 
with the virtues such as courage, justice, temperance, benevolence, and prudence. 
Aristotle argues that virtue is achieved by maintaining the Mean, which is the balance between two 
excesses. 
Aristotle’s doctrine of the Mean is reminiscent of Buddha’s Middle Path. 
Aristotle doctrine of virtue is “golden mean”. Courage, for example, is a mean regarding the feeling 
of fear, between the deficiency of rashness (too little fear) and the excess of cowardice (too much 
fear). Justice is a mean between getting or giving too much and getting or giving too little. 
Benevolence is a mean between giving to people who don’t deserve it and not giving to anyone at all. 
Similarly Buddhism aims not to eradicate all feeling but to liberate it from its attachment to false 
values. He gave the concept of the Middle Way, a path between the extremes of religious asceticism 
and worldly self-indulgence to move away from false values. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Aristotle and the Buddha reached very similar conclusions as to how we should 
conduct our lives, if we wish to find happiness and fulfillment as human beings.  However, for 
Aristotle the mean was a method of achieving virtue, but for Buddha the Middle Path referred to a 
peaceful way of life which negotiated the extremes of harsh asceticism and sensual pleasure seeking. 
Introduction: 

Moderation according to Aristotle or Madhyama Pada according to Buddha are two faces of the 

same coin. In very simple terms, it advocates to avoid the extremities and choose a middle path. 
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Aristotle held that, instead of good and evil in the generic sense, man should consider virtues and 

vices and, for every virtue, there is a vice of excess and a vice of scarcity. Therefore, courage as a 

virtue is found between cowardice and rashness. Generosity is found between miserliness and 

wastefulness. 

Aristotle held that wise person knows the appropriate balance of things, since it is not always found 

equidistant between the extremes. Even Aristotle cautioned that courage is closer to rashness and 

generosity to wastefulness than to the lower vices. Later Christian teachings incorporated such ideas 

so as to justify the avoidance of excessive charity which is ruinous to one’s children and community, 

who are closer responsibilities. It seems that ruinous virtue signaling was a problem even then. 

In Buddhism, complement of general and specific ethical practices and philosophical views that are 

said to facilitate enlightenment by avoiding the extremes of self-gratification on one hand and self-

mortification on the other. 

The Buddha began as a nobleman who had the money for all the indulgence in sensual pleasures 

which he wanted. However, indulgence in pleasure did not lead to lasting happiness. This is the first 

extreme. The Buddha then became an ascetic who starved himself and took part in self 

mortification. This was an attempt at gaining happiness through pain, or indulgence in pain. This is 

the second extreme and it did not lead to lasting happiness. The middle way is neither indulgence in 

pleasure nor indulgence in pain. 

The doctrine of moderation enhance the inner strength. Most virtues entail finding the mean 

between excess and deficiency. For example, concerning about the human natural emotion, if he 

fear nothing, he is too courageous, if he fear everything, he is coward. Both pointed situations are 

vice. It is hard to take the moderate way to reach the best of the Aristotle theory. People, still have 

to make determine effort to develop the good mental well-being. If a man manages to do so, he will 

have the internal tranquility. The internal peace regulates the external activities not to harm others 

or to exploit the others. 

We could extend this concept of moderation to the development versus environment debate. Does 

our country need development? Definitely. Does our country and the world need to save the 

environment? Desperately. We cannot afford to go to the extremes of both. We need to find 

moderation between the both. Development is needed to lift millions out of poverty while it is done 

protecting the environment. Sustainable development is moderation. 

At a personal level, moderation can be used for dealing with chronic diseases like diabetes. This 

simple insight from Buddhist philosophy informs modern semantics in diabetology – “living with 

diabetes” and not “suffering from diabetes. Likewise, a person with diabetes should be encouraged 

to take the middle path which has lifestyle modification and management rather than spending his 

time being a perpetual worry or being absolutely careless about it. 

However, there is a slight variation in Aristotles moderation and Buddha’s middle path. For Aristotle 

the golden mean was a method of achieving virtue. It is to avoid the two extremities of the vices and 

choose a virtue. But for Buddha the Middle Path referred to a way of life which negotiated the 

extremes of harsh asceticism and sensual pleasure seeking. It referred find balance between 

suffering and extreme indulgence. 

Conclusion: 

The Aristototle’s means and Buddhist middle path are similar in nature and advocate moderation. 

Similar parallels have been found in the in the Taoism as well as Confucian ethics. It always about the 
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balance and never the extremes. It can be applied for having a better, virtuous life at Individual as 

well as societal level. 

What is virtue ethics? Can knowledge be equated with virtue? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of virtue ethics. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the concept of virtue ethics and discuss if virtue ethics can be equated to knowledge. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define virtue ethics. 
Body: 
A virtue is generally agreed to be a character trait, such as a habitual action or settled sentiment. 
Specifically, a virtue is a positive trait that makes its possessor a good human being. Thus, Virtue 
Ethics is an approach that emphasizes an individual’s character as the key element of ethical 
thinking, rather than rules about the acts themselves (Deontology) or their consequences 
(Consequentialism). 
According to Socrates, virtue is knowledge, because: (1) all living things aim for their perceived good; 
and therefore (2) if anyone does not know what is good, he cannot do what is good — because he 
will always aim for a mistaken target; but (3) if someone knows what is good, he will do what is 
good, because he will aim for what is good. But difficulty is that it is not so easy to know what is 
good. 
At this moment the importance of knowledge come up because ignorance is one of the most 
important reasons for human foolishness. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that as rightly said by Plato, a good decision is based on knowledge and not on numbers 
and good people do not need laws, to tell them to act responsibly, while bad people will find a way 
around the laws. However virtue includes experience and knowledge both. 
Introduction: 

                Virtue ethics is currently one of three major approaches in normative ethics. It may, 

initially, be identified as the one that emphasizes the virtues, or moral character, in contrast to the 

approach that emphasizes duties or rules (deontology) or that emphasizes the consequences of 

actions (consequentialism). Suppose it is obvious that someone in need should be helped. A 

utilitarian will point to the fact that the consequences of doing so will maximize well-being, a 

deontologist to the fact that, in doing so the agent will be acting in accordance with a moral rule 

such as “Do unto others as you would be done by” and a virtue ethicist to the fact that helping the 

person would be charitable or benevolent. 

This is not to say that only virtue ethicists attend to virtues, any more than it is to say that only 

consequentialists attend to consequences or only deontologists to rules. Each of the above-

mentioned approaches can make room for virtues, consequences, and rules. Indeed, any plausible 

normative ethical theory will have something to say about all three. What distinguishes virtue ethics 

from consequentialism or deontology is the centrality of virtue within the theory. Whereas 

consequentialists will define virtues as traits that yield good consequences and deontologists will 

define them as traits possessed by those who reliably fulfil their duties, virtue ethicists will resist the 
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attempt to define virtues in terms of some other concept that is taken to be more fundamental. 

Rather, virtues and vices will be foundational for virtue ethical theories and other normative notions 

will be grounded in them. 

Body: 

 

                According to Socrates, virtue is knowledge, because all living things aim for their perceived 

good; and therefore if anyone does not know what is good, he cannot do what is good — because he 

will always aim for a mistaken target; but if someone knows what is good, he will do what is good, 

because he will aim for what is good. 

If virtue is knowledge, then virtue can be taught. But can virtue be taught? 

Plato’s says that because things can be done or used wisely or foolishly, and that only doing or using 

them wisely is virtuous, then it seems that virtue is knowledge. But, on the other hand, Plato says 

that even without knowing what is good, having a “correct opinion” about what is good will result in 

a virtuous life. In which case, virtue is not knowledge but simply doing what is good, whether from 

knowledge or from a “correct opinion” of what the good is. 

A simple example would be that an uneducated farmer still follows the virtues of compassion, 

tolerance and mutual respect. Even it wasn’t taught to him particularly. It is inherent and it has come 

with his values as well as his life experiences. 

A problem arises when there is information asymmetry. They one person is only guessing (which is 

what an opinion is) at what the good is, then you don’t know what the good is. But then who does 

know what the good is (and therefore that your opinion is correct)? The one who has knowledge of 

the good. But if someone knows what the good is (or in other words, has knowledge of what the 

good is), then he can explain to you what he knows in which case you will know it as well. 

If we take the example of the same farmer. He needs to get loan sanctioned. But the official in 

charge asks for a bribe. He pays because he needs the money urgently and all his fellow farmers 

have done the same. It has become a norm to pay to get your work done. He does not know that 

both taking and giving bribe is an offence. 

If virtue can be taught then why does someone who has been shown what the good is not do what is 

good? And then it seems that virtue cannot be taught, because what can be taught can also be 

learned? 

If we replace the farmer in the above incident with an educated youth. He knows the law. He knows 

the procedure. He is complicit even after being knowledgeable. So here knowledge cannot be 

equated with virtue. If all knowledge led to virtues, then with current spread of knowledge, there 

should very less crime on the planet. All the major frauds in the past few decades have been 

committed by the wealthy and knowledgeable. 

Conclusion: 

It seems that virtue is not simply a kind of knowledge. It does not follow that therefore moral virtue 

would be “a kind” of opinion. Much less does it follow that “virtue will be acquired neither by nature 

nor by teaching”. Following virtues needs will power and commitment to righteousness. It needs non 

deterring will. Knowledge will simply act as guide to open more insight in to ethical practices. 
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What is conscience? Explain the following quote with respect to that – “In matters of 

conscience, the law of the majority has no place”. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of conscience. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the quote and the inherent meaning of it while discussing the concept of conscience in detail. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The inner conscience is defined as that part of the human psyche that induces mental anguish and 
feelings of guilt when we violate it and feelings of pleasure and well-being when our actions, 
thoughts and words are in conformity to our value systems. 
Body: 
The conscience is a servant of the individual’s value system. An immature or weak value system 
produces a weak conscience, while a fully informed value system produces a strong sense of right 
and wrong. 
 In the above quote, Gandhiji has stated that decisions should be taken based on the conscience, the 
principles of right and wrong not what majority demands in the society. 
The decisions should be based on the ethical principle of good to greater number of people. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of conscience. 
Introduction: 

Conscience is the human “inner ear” for   the voice which tells us what we should do and what we 

should leave undone, what the   pattern and purpose of our lives should be. But it is more than the 

existence of this voice -it is the particular human ability to hear this voice within. 

Conscience thus acts as a warning   mechanism, telling us that certain work, thoughts, feelings or 

acts, are wrong-headed or evil; at other times conscience acts as a calling, urging and impelling 

action, words, thoughts or   feelings as being right and dutiful. All adult humans have this conscience 

within. 

 Body: 

“In matter of conscience, law of majority has no place” 

This is a famous quote by Mahatama Gandhi. Many a times, there are conflict between conscience 

and choice of majority. At times of such dubious situations, conscience guides us through light. 

Conscience is so inextricably linked with our lives, that Article 25 of Indian constitution guarantees 

freedom of conscience. There are innumerable instances from history to prove this point. 

Our conscience guides and shapes our thought process and leads the development of laws within 

society. Few examples depicting the conflict between majority and conscience are: For ages, sati 

pratha was followed by majority in Indian orthodox system, But burning a human being alive can 

never be justified, just because it was followed by majority. At that time, conscience of people like 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, shook conscience of others and drove changes in our society. 

A recent example is Brexit, though 51% majority voted in favor of Brexit, but that does not prove 

that 49% were wrong. One drawback of rule of majority is that it kills the voices of minority. Majority 
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of population in developed countries contributes in promoting climate change and its adverse 

effects. Again, actions of majority cannot be justified in this case. 

One of the contentious issue is the issue of the rights of LGBTQ+ people. They are one of the 

miniscule of minorities and fighting for their rights. How does we apply conscience here? It is simple. 

You do not. It is their conscience. You need respect their rights and their privacy. We cannot judge 

others by the lens of consciousness. 

We often find moral policing by majority. We had witnessed them imposition of caste customs, 

suppression of rights of transgender, rights of minorities, in choice related to live in relationships etc. 

When the world was fighting systemic racism with Black Lives Matter movement (BLM), we saw 

majoritarian trend All Lives Matters. Despite that movement went ahead across the world and it is 

still going strong. The success of BLM reassures the above quote. 

Conclusion: 

Today, when humankind is at the dizzying heights of the Internet Age, sadly, though, much of it is 

struggling in the abyss of living by and flourishing on the principle of ‘Might is always right, so the 

majority’s say must resolutely hold commanding sway . One shall have to look no further than the 

point of the sorry state of affairs that the erring side of humankind has left Mother Nature stuck 

with. Hence, in matters of conscience, the law of the majority has no place. 

What factors should guide a police officer deciding to fire or not to fire on a protesting 

mob- ‘deontology or consequentialism’? Give reasons. (250 words) 
Reference: case study based; Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the dilemma faced by a police officer in deciding one firing the event of 
protesting mob. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the means and ways of resolving the dilemma faced by the police officer give your 
opinion whether his or her actions should be based on deontology or consequentialism. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the dilemma being faced with the police officer in case of deciding on fire emits 
protesting mob. 
Body: 
A police officer is always in a dilemma during massive and uncontrolled protest of people on any 
sensitive issue whether to use hard force for maintaining law and order, which is his prime duty, or to 
consider and gauge the consequences before taking any measure to restore law and order. 
In moral philosophy, deontological ethics or deontology is the normative ethical position that judges 
the morality of an action based on rules. It is sometimes described as “duty-” or “obligation-” or 
“rule-” based ethics, because rules “bind you to your duty”. In deontology, action is more important 
than the consequences. 
Whereas Consequentialism is the class of normative ethical theories holding that the consequences 
of one’s conduct are the ultimate basis for any judgment about the rightness or wrongness of that 
conduct. Thus, from a consequentialist standpoint, a morally right act (or omission from acting) is 
one that will produce a good outcome, or consequence. 
Thus if a protesting crowd turns aggressive, unrelenting and violent, a police officer needs to resort to 
force to establish law and order and secure life and property of the innocent citizens. This may call for 
using tear gas, water guns, pellet guns, rubber cannons or even real bullets— but in such cases the 
limit to the use of force is set by permissible harm or minimum deterrence to miscreants and anti-
social elements. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude that Thus, in variety of situations just relying on normative criteria, viz., deontology or 
consequences of an act would never prove to be a complete guide to a police officer. Ethical 
pragmatism can be a better guide.  
Introduction: 

Past few years we have seen protests by mob across the world for different reasons. At times we 

they turn violent and turn into a law and order situation for the police to handle. In 2020 itself we 

saw Anti NRC/CAA protests in India, Hong Kong pro-democracy protests, Protests against killing for 

George Floyd which later turned in to Black Lives matter movement and recent Protest against 

brutality of SARS in Nigeria. 

Body: 

Protests by nature which are peaceful, which involves gathering of mobs can turn volatile and 

violent in matter of minutes due to a few miscreants. When they turn violent, it is the duty of the 

police to prevent escalation to in order to minimize the damage to life and property. 

Police has a standard protocol in place to deal with them. They give warnings, which are followed by 

water canons, tear gas and mild lathi charge. But even then if the crowd cannot be controlled or if 

there is imminent threat to the security of police or civilians or protestors themselves, the police are 

left with no option but to resort to firing. 

But what principles should an officer be guided before he orders firing on the mob is complex ethical 

dilemma. Nonetheless, officers are given vast discretionary powers and the authority to use force 

when needed. Many officers are profoundly influenced by normative subculture values, which, in 

some cases, are contrary to law and policy, especially in cases where those behaviors are positively 

reinforced by peer. Because most officers have a strong positive image of themselves as good, caring 

individuals, they often attempt to justify their actions by arguing for the “greater good”—that is, 

society will benefit by removing a dangerous criminal from the streets. 

Utilitarian ethical systems, most often credited to philosophers Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart 

Mill, rely on the ends (outcomes) to justify the means (actions). Utilitarianism and other teleological 

systems weigh the utility and disutility of actions to determine their relative goodness. Because 

crime damages not only victims but also the larger society, officers may believe it is their duty to 

deter criminal behavior by any means necessary for the greater good. This may be especially true for 

offenders who harm officers. Unfortunately, utilitarian logic relies on the erroneous belief that one 

can predict the outcome of a given course of action, a belief wholly void of empirical support. 

Utilitarianism describes “noble cause” policing as an ends-based commitment to doing something 

about “bad people.” Noble cause, however, becomes corrupted when officers violate the law on 

behalf of personally held moral values—a notion frequently celebrated in television and movies 

where the protagonist operates outside the law. By glorifying force through the cult of masculinity, 

officers are better able to cope with the moral ambiguity inherent in applications of coercive force. 

The ethos of force is exalted in law enforcement agencies throughout the nation through the 

repetition of myths and stories. Younger officers hear tales regaling the virtues of employing 

extralegal force on criminals or other undesirable members of society, complete with concomitant 

rationalizations—contributing to a morally insulted police identity. The application of extralegal 

force is further neutralized by the persona of officer as crime fighter—an image that depicts police 

officers as doing society’s dirty work against overwhelming odds and at great personal risk. By 
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employing this utilitarian framework, an officer is simply applying whatever amount of force is 

necessary to overcome a greater wrong while making society a safer place for all. 

In addition to a distorted view of noble-cause policing, a distorted view of deontological justice can 

contribute to excessive or unnecessary force. Immanuel Kant argued that offenders should receive 

punishment simply because they deserve it with no need to justify it as necessary for the greater 

good. Some officers may defend excessive force under the philosophy that offenders deserve such 

treatment as punishment for their crimes (accompanied perhaps by the concurrent rationale that 

the courts will not punish the offender appropriately). However, despite attempts to justify (his view 

as a valid form of Kantian ethics, the underlying logic is flawed. In his writings, Kant focused on 

ethical duty, including the protection of all members of society. Officers have a duty to apply laws, 

policies, and other universal human rights equally across the board, effectively rendering any 

unnecessary or illegal force untenable according to the precepts of deontological ethics. Moreover, 

using coercive power to punish is unacceptable because it fails to conform to universalism—the idea 

that standards should be applied universally to all people in similar situations, with a person’s 

behavior in a given context serving as the prototype for the behavior of all other people under 

similar circumstances—and other pans of Kant’s categorical imperative. 

Conclusion: 

Clearly, an officer’s decision to use force is based on a number of situational and individual factors, 

as well as an officer’s moral and social reasoning. Proper ethical reasoning, however, requires 

exposure to an appropriately complex set of moral dilemmas, as well as an appropriate level of 

training in decision making, critical thinking, and problem solving. The logical inter-face with force 

seems clear enough: Moral reasoning is a dynamic process dependent on a number of variables, 

each of which is further influenced by myriad factors. This conception of ethical reasoning makes 

sense if an officer pauses to consider how the application of coercive force is potentially dependent 

not only on logical reasoning, but a set of broader, underlying moral and philosophical principles. 

How does lack of goodness breed a delinquent society marked by crisis of faith and 

trust? What are the consequences of crisis of faith and trust in a society? Why does it 

become much more difficult to govern such a society? (250 words) 
Reference: researchgate.net 
Why the question: 
The question talks about in what way goodness great breeds’ law-abiding society and lack of faith 
and trust often lead to a delinquent society. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the significance of faith and trust to preserve the goodness of the society. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining importance of trust and faith in a society. 
Body: 
Community is a combination of two elements: 
A web of affect laden relationships among a group of individuals, relationships that often crisscross 
and reinforce one another-rather than merely one-on-one or chainlike individual relationships based 
on goodness of act; 
Measure of commitment to a set of shared values, norms, and meanings to a particular culture. 
The lack of goodness in individual act lead to crisis of faith and trust. Explain how that further leads 
to a delinquent society. Give examples to justify better. 
Conclusion: 
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The society is not just governed by laws, rules and regulations but by the will of the people, norms 
that society places on individual. Thus following of goodness in behaviour is must.. 
Introduction: 

There are just a few elemental forces that hold our world together. The one that’s the glue of society 

is called trust. Its presence cements relationships by allowing people to live and work together, feel 

safe and belong to a group. 

Faith isn’t just a notion that some people hold onto in tough times; faith is an important element to 

all human life on earth. Life is precious, but it can also be remarkably difficult at times. Faith is what 

helps to get us through, illuminating the pathway in times of darkness, helping to give us strength in 

times of weakness. Without faith, we are nothing. 

Both faith and trust are very fundamental factors in the society. 

Body: 

Consequences of crisis of faith and trust in a society: 

Trust is hard to define, but we do know when it’s lost. When that happens, we withdraw our energy 

and level of engagement. We go on an internal strike, not wanting to be sympathetic to the person 

who we feel has hurt us or treated us wrongly. We may not show it outwardly, but we are less likely 

to tell the formerly trusted person that we are upset, to share what is important to us or to follow 

through on commitments. 

Low and declining political trust have been a prime concern of scholars, politicians, and opinion 

leaders across the globe for more than four decades. As high levels of political trust are widely 

assumed to be a necessary precondition for democratic rule, a decline is argued to fundamentally 

challenge the quality of representative democracy. Decreasing political trust has been associated 

theoretically with increasing electoral volatility, the rise of challenger parties, political stagnation, 

the breakdown and reform of political institutions, and ultimately with undermining the stability of 

democratic rule itself. 

Trust in a leader allows organizations and communities to flourish, while the absence of trust can 

cause fragmentation, conflict and even war. 

A lack of trust, corrupted democracy, as well as doubts about the chance of a prosperous future with 

an affordable cost of living, and the possibility of ever closing the inequality gap. These are the 

results of unresponsive governments, bad public services, corrupted systems, social and income 

inequity and an unfair economy. This will continue and grow if social inclusion is not transformed. 

If the level of trust is low in a relationship or organization, people limit their involvement and what 

they are willing to do or share. They might think to themselves, “This is all you deserve,” or, “This is 

as all I am willing to give.” In contrast, when the trust level is high, people reward it by giving more. 

But, more often than not, people feel that their distrust is not safe to share. So a leader or loved one 

may be slow to discover that they have lost a person’s trust. 

It can be plausibly argued that much of the economic backwardness in the world can be explained by 

the lack of mutual confidence. Indeed, much economic research has demonstrated a powerful 

relationship between the level of trust in a community and its aggregate economic performance. 

Without mutual trust, economic activity is severely constrained 
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Trust in government is an essential element of growth and performance. Public commitment and 

cooperation are a prerequisite for strengthening domestic tax mobilization, successful 

implementation of policies and programs, acceptance of judicial and legislative decisions, and 

achieving sustainable development. 

Difficulty in governing: 

▪ Distrust leads to failure in governance, i.e., public policies are enforced without transparency 

and citizen engagement. 

▪ Poor faith and trust leads lack of citizen engagement and lack of proper regulation. 

▪ The root cause of mistrust results to unaccountable and unresponsive government leading to 

vicious cycle. 

▪ Bureaucratic corruption, excessive red-tape, inefficient and ineffective delivery of public 

resources, wastage of public resources, poor leadership, lack of reform mind-sets, and lack of 

integrity in government all result from lack of trust and faith in the government. 

Conclusion: 

The dynamics of trust and faith are delicate in important relationships, and the loss of trust can be 

costly — not only psychologically, but also financially and in terms or work and livelihood and as 

nation and a society. What’s helpful to remember is that trust is an ongoing exchange between 

people and is not static. Trust can be earned. It can be lost. And it can be regained. 

“Our values don’t recognise same-sex marriage”, how far is the statement justified in 

the Indian context? Critically analyse from ethical viewpoints. (250 words ) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta also submitted that the judgment of the constitutional bench 
of the Supreme Court “merely decriminalizes homosexuality or lesbians. Nothing more, nothing less”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the statement in the context of Indian Society and evaluate if recognition to same 
sex marriage should be given or it is against our societal values. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with brief background of the question. 
Body: 
Just over two years after the Supreme Court decriminalized consensual homosexual relations, the 
Centre on Monday opposed a petition seeking the registration of same-sex marriages under The 
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, submitting that “our law, legal system, society, our values” do not 
recognise such unions. 
Present the points for and against the subject. Substantiate with suitable justifications, emphasize on 
the ethical issues involved and how they need to be resolved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable opinion. 
Introduction: 
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Marriage is a legally, and socially recognised union between two individuals, that is regulated by 

laws, customs and beliefs’ – this is a very dry definition of what one hopes is a meaningful and loving 

journey with our partners for life. But if you think about it, what role does love play in all of this? For 

most of marriage history, none at all. Unlike love, the definition of marriage keeps changing. 

Body: 

The first recorded evidence of a marriage contract is from around 4000 years ago. Love has been 

around for much longer, marriage on the other hand is a constantly evolving concept. 

Pair bonding began in the early stage of our evolution, to ensure survival. After which that idea 

spread across cultures and eras in many ways. In the ancient world marriage was a matter of forging 

alliances, acquiring land and holding onto power. Over time, different kind of marriages was 

acceptable in different cultures – exchange marriages, group marriages, polyandry, polygyny, 

morganatic marriage (where titles and property do not pass to children), marrying within the family, 

dowry as a part of marriage contract and so on. It was only in the 17th and 18th centuries that 

philosophers and thinkers put forth the idea that happiness was an intrinsic goal for life and 

marrying for love, rather than wealth or status, was a worthwhile cause. 

Over time agriculture and family plots of land gave way to free market economies and jobs, kings 

succumbed to democracies, and various forms of marriage were homogenised due to colonisation. 

The idea of marriage as a single union between two individuals, a man and a woman, began to take 

shape. 

In today’s world, an ideal marriage is based on the notion of two equals seeking love, stability and 

happiness together. However the idea of equality in a marriage itself is barely 50 years old. The 

modern relationship is based on companionship, respect and mutual sexual attraction. Couples are 

increasingly making choices about their lives together – the number of children they want, or if they 

want kids at all, division of labour is flexible, the option of divorce if they are unhappy and so on. All 

these are fairly new developments, and it is only reasonable to expect the institution of marriage to 

continue to change with time. 

In the Indian context, there are far too many challenges. Patriarchy, child-brides, unequal 

relationships and so on. But there is always hope. And as we take small faltering steps in the pursuit 

of an ideal society, the question is – when do we begin to recognise same sex marriages? The answer 

seems to be a long way off. 

Recently the Centre told the Delhi High Court that ‘our laws, our legal system, our society and our 

values do not recognise marriage…between same-sex couples’. They are not alone. This sentiment is 

echoed by many others. 

Sexuality, reproduction and marriage are closely intertwined and often tough for societies to 

resolve. It has often sparked emotional, religious and political debates. We saw that in 2018, when 

the Supreme Court, after much deliberation and delay, finally de-criminalised consensual gay sex. It 

took many years to do away with the archaic law that had lost its relevance in modern times. We are 

now free to choose our partners in bed, but what about life. 

The debate over same-sex marriages is more of morality than on law. People try to establish a line of 

distinction between the ‘societal norms’ and ‘individual liberty’ especially in the culture where 

religion enjoys more prominence. The law on same-sex marriages in India is already indirectly 

established by the apex court. In March 2018, the Supreme Court of India has held that an adult has 

a fundamental right to marry a person of their own choice. The collective reading of this case with 
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Navtej Singh Johar (September 2018) can be taken as a tacit recognition of same-sex marriage. 

Further in 2019, The High Court of Madras decreed and allowed the marriage under the Act. 

With a steady advance in LGBTQ+ rights, a growing number of countries are legalising same sex 

weddings. The institution of marriage in its current form, encompasses love, conversations, sex, 

procreation, sharing responsibilities and happiness. There are technical aspects like property, 

inheritance, insurance, visitation rights in healthcare and custody and so on. Marriage is the building 

block of stable communities. By what logic then should the government regulate the relationship 

between two consenting adults. Specifically denying same sex couples the full rights of marriage is 

obviously discriminatory. 

In India we have seen the Court intervene in cases of inter-religion and inter-caste marriages to 

protect our choices. This must extend to other groups. The law must ensure equality in the truest 

sense. 

The battle for gay rights has been long and difficult. It took years for the courts to accept it is not an 

‘unnatural offence’. There was much reason to celebrate the abolishment of Article 377, but that is 

just the beginning. Hopefully there will also come a time when a big fat Indian wedding will have two 

brides or two grooms. That will be a case for celebration. But it won’t end there. 

Conclusion: 

The struggle for the LGBTQ+ community will continue. Up next will be the fight for adoption, 

artificial insemination, names on birth certificates and so on and on. It is a long road ahead and we 

take one small step at a time, as long as it is in the right direction. 

Discuss the differences and similarities between values and virtues. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon publications 
Why the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper IV. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the differences and similarities between values and virtues. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what you understand by values and virtues. 
Body: 
Values are the principles and fundamental convictions which act as general guides to behavior, the 
standards by which particular actions are judged as good or desirable. A value is something related 
to a particular culture that is known as culturally accepted norms. 
Individual cultures emphasize values their members share extensively. Public values are defined as 
those values that provide normative consensus about: 
(1)  The rights, benefits, and prerogatives to which citizens should (and should not) be entitled; 
(2) The obligations of citizens to society, the state, and one another; and 
 (3) The principles upon which governments and policies must be based. 
Explain in detail how each of them is shaped by a variety of factors that influence them. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that thus values and virtues are distinctly different in terms of what they reflect: values 
reflect what is accepted by cultures while virtues reflect characteristics of a human being in terms of 
his/her morals. 
Introduction: 

Virtues and values are commonly treated as synonyms, but there is a distinction — virtues are lived 

values, values in action, values which are achieved on a dependably regular basis, while values by 

themselves are ideals or goals which tend to be more aspirational and not uncommonly fail to be 

achieved on as regular a basis as desired. 

Body: 

Values are primarily aspirational and that the real goal is to realize values, to make them virtues, by 

living them in our daily lives on a consistently regular basis. 

As but one example, honesty is a cherished value, but not everyone is as honest as might be desired. 

Many people and indeed all of society may claim honesty as one of their values even as they 

themselves and others may too frequently find themselves being less than fully honest. Meanwhile, 

particular individuals or groups may be notable for their possession of the virtue of honesty — the 

much-repeated experience people have had with them where they were by and large honest far 

more often than not. 

We can all value honesty, but not all of us will possess the virtue of honesty, to be honest 

consistently over time with everyone we interact with. 

Value and virtue both refer to the same thing — beliefs, principles, ideals, qualities, traits, 

properties, attributes, expectations, or characteristics of individuals or groups that are highly-valued, 

desired, admired, and prized in society, but the key distinction is that values are aspirational 

expectations, ideals or goals that are not always achieved, while virtues are those principles or 

qualities that have actually been achieved and can be directly observed and experienced in the here 

and now. 

The words virtue and value both tend to relate to ethics and morals however both words relate to 

morals and ethics in two different ways. Virtue is defined as a type of moral excellence or beneficial 

quality while value is defined as the standard of conduct. The ethics of virtue primary focuses on the 

inherent character of a person instead of focusing on the specific actions that the person performs. 

The ethics of value are known as the standard of worth that we measure the goodness in our lives. 

The relation between the two words can be seen because you can not have one without the other. 

Virtues are merely abstract means to concrete ends” and the concrete ends they are taking about 

are values. The relationship between means and ends as well as the principles and practice is most 

times a difficult relationship to understand. The problem is that many people have a hard time trying 

t the connection between abstract principles and what has value. 

Conclusion: 

Values are more the theory, while virtues are more the reality. Values are in principle, while virtues 

are conformity with principle. That said, traditionally what we consider values today were commonly 

referred to as virtues in past centuries (and millennia.) As in the proverbial cardinal virtues. 

In your own words, explain Kant’s principle of Ends. Do you think that this could be a 

useful model principal for you in everyday life? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
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Why the question: 
The question is premised on the Kantian principle of ends. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain Kant’s principle of Ends and also explain how this could be a useful model principal for you in 
everyday life. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the principle of ends as propounded by Kant. 
Body: 
The word “end” in this phrase has the same meaning as in the phrase “means to an end”. 
The philosopher Immanuel Kant said that rational human beings should be treated as an end in 
themselves and not as a means to something else. The fact that we are human has value in itself. If a 
person is an end-in-themself it means their inherent value doesn’t depend on anything else – it 
doesn’t depend on whether the person is enjoying their life, or making other people’s lives better. We 
exist, so we have value. 
Explain using suitable examples how this could be a useful model principal for you in everyday life. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) argued that the supreme principle of morality is a standard of 

rationality that he dubbed the “Categorical Imperative” (CI). Kant characterized the CI as 

an objective, rationally necessary and unconditional principle that we must always follow despite 

any natural desires or inclinations we may have to the contrary. 

The CI states that it is immoral to use another person merely as a means to an end and that people 

must under all circumstances be treated as ends in themselves. This is in contrast to some 

interpretations of the utilitarian view, which allow for use of individuals as means to benefit the 

many. 

Body: 

Another version of the Categorical Imperative that Kant offers states that one should “always treat 

people as ends in themselves, never merely as a means to one’s own ends.” This is commonly 

referred to as the “ends principle.”  The fact that we are human has value in itself. 

While similar in a way to the Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you,” it 

puts the onus for following the rule on humankind rather than accepting the strictures of divine 

influence. 

The key to Kant’s belief regarding what makes humans moral beings is the fact that we are free and 

rational creatures. To treat someone as a means to your own ends or purposes is to not respect this 

fact about them. 

For instance, if I get you to agree to do something by making a false promise, I am manipulating you. 

Your decision to help me is based on false information (the idea that I’m going to keep my promise). 

In this way, I have undermined your rationality. This is even more obvious if I steal from you or 

kidnap you in order to claim a ransom. 
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Treating someone as an end, by contrast, involves always respecting the fact that they are capable of 

free rational choices which may be different from the choices you wish them to make. So if I want 

you to do something, the only moral course of action is to explain the situation, explain what I want, 

and let you make your own decision. 

We shouldn’t treat ourselves as a means to our own ends; instead we should respect our inherent 

worth. This can be used as an argument against euthanasia, suicide and other behaviours that 

damage ourselves. 

Taking the example of slavery where human beings are treated as “means” for achieving the “ends” 

that is profit motive. Human intrinsic worth i.e. dignity is not respected and they are exploited for 

petty gains. This lead to inequality in society where one section of people exploiting other section for 

self-motive. Some people justify the slavery on the premises that it was based on contract between 

master and slave. But this argument does not hold ground because slave did not accept to slavery on 

free will and they might not be in their right state of mind thinking rationally and make a decision. 

The idea also shows up in discussions of animal rights, with the idea that if they have rights, animals 

must be treated as ends in themselves. 

Conclusion: 

Kant’s philosophy of human individuals as end in itself endorses the golden rule of “treating others 

as one’s self would wish to be treated”.  As no one would wish to be used simply as a means, 

therefore one should not also use other human beings as means to achieve their ends. This 

philosophy can be of great help in resolving the ethical dilemmas where there is debate between 

relative importance of means and ends. 

“Ethics are less a goal than a pathway, less a destination than a trip, less an 

inoculation than a process.” Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by G SubbaRao and P N Chowdhary 
Why the question: 
Quote based ethics question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
This is a quotation-based question, such questions need deeper and to the point analysis on the 
statement. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Students must try to open/expand the quote by explaining the hidden meaning in the quote. 
Body: 
The answer needs to be an account of examples qualifying that ethics doesn’t just mean the final end 
but the process that takes one to the end. Bring in philosophies of moral thinkers; ideologies that 
justify means are equally important as that of ends. Students must appreciate the answer mainly 
through a good set of examples in such questions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with how ethics play a vital role in one’s life and in society. 
Introduction: 

Ethics is the study of what is right or wrong in human conduct. This is a branch of Philosophy which 

studies moral principles. 
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Body: 

Ethics is considered as a set of principles by which to live; a code of conduct for our relationships 

with all whom we come in contact. Ethics encompasses social mores, usually expressed today as 

good manners; our behaviour towards our fellow humans and fellow creatures; and trust. 

Ethics should be a process and not mere end in itself. For instance, in case of administration, if only 

achieving the result becomes important, then process might take a backseat thereby giving more 

discretion to bureaucrats resulting in abuse of power or corruption to tweak the process. 

Similarly, if just following rules becomes end in itself, then results will not be achieved resulting in 

inefficiency. Thus, ethics should be not just of following rules and sticking to process, but achieving 

goals by following process. Example: Determining eligibility of a poor old woman for pension despite 

lack of documents 

Ethics is a requirement for human life. It is our means of deciding a course of action. Without it, our 

actions would be random and aimless. There would be no way to work towards a goal because there 

would be no way to pick between a limitless number of goals. 

Another instance can be a student should be ethical in facing examination like not cheating, sticking 

to the time limits etc. however, it should not be an end in itself. He/she should also try to give their 

best and top the exam. 

The process where the duty or actions matter and as important as ends itself is in the branch of 

Deontological ethics. Even Gandhiji always emphasized on how the means are as important as the 

ends. He always followed the path of truth and non-violence as evident through his decision to 

immediately call of Non-Cooperation Movement in 1922 soon after the Chauri-Chaura incident. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, we can conclude that Ethics is a means of life and following the means will help us achieve the 

end in itself. Ethics is not a burden to bear, but a prudent and effective guide which furthers life and 

success. Any flaw in our ethics will reduce our ability to be successful in our endeavours. 

Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make a man more clever 

devil. In light of this, discuss the importance of value education in recently proposed 

national education policy 2020. (250 Words) 
Introduction: 

Education gives us knowledge and awareness. Knowledge gwes us skill and makes us prepare for our 

career, livelihood. Education has multiple roles to play. Education is the proet!is of imbibing external 

progressive ideas, thoughts and belief into our internal thinking, which eventually gets reflected in 

our action. Role of education is immense towards a moral, ethical and just society. The knowledge 

which are supposed to guide students to success may be abused or even misused for malicious acts. 

In order to prevent this, a set of values is necessary to guide the use of these knowledge. Values are 

principles or standards of behaviour and it is someone’s judgement of what is important in life. 

Values are essential in education to prevent students from developing into a manipulative individual. 

Body: 

In the Vedic period, in Ashram education, the Guru (Teacher) instruct his Sishya (student) to follow 

certain values throughout the life. In modern education system, value oriented-education gets 
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priority over others. It helps to develop scientific temper of mind, large heartedness, co-operation, 

tolerance, respect for the culture of other groups etc. Value education can take place at home, as 

well as in schools, colleges, universities, jails and voluntary youth organisations. 

Recently, Ministry of Human Resource Development has taken strong steps to introduce values 

among schools and teachers training centres. Value Based Education and has now been made an 

integral part of the New Education Policy 2020. The 5 universal values specifically mentioned in NEP 

2020, are “Truth, Peace, Non-violence, Love, Righteous conduct” 

Value based education is the only means which can give the young generation the right direction. In 

modern time people are extremely focused in the pursuit of their own success and self interest with 

killer instincts. They need success at any cost In this process, they do not remain human and become 

robots. Their activities become heartless and value free. Success may come to us but at the end we 

are not having a sense or feeling of fulfillment It happens due to the lack of values. Swami 

Vivekananda pinpointed value education as a total upliftment of society. Martin Luther King Jr said 

that the function of education is to teach one to think intensively and critically. Intelligence plus 

character is the goal of true education. All scams and episodes of corruption in the recent times in 

our country and the world are evidence to failure of human being, not because of lack of education, 

but because of immoral character Good character never allows one to perform under pressure or 

greed. 

Osama bin Laden, a dreaded terrorist was a civil engineer, whose higher education could not help 

him to follow virtuous path. Education without values tends to make man a clever devil. It is 

important to have an intelligent mind, but it is far more important to have a good heart. Nelson 

Mandela rightly said that a good head and a good heart are always a formidable combination 

Gandhiji took the path of non-violence and taught us to follow value-based right path in our life. 

If we analyse the activities of a soldier and a terrorists, we can find that a solider gives life for his 

people and his country, whereas a terrorist takes the lives of innocent people either in the name of 

religmn or in the name of politics. A soldier has both brain and heart but the terrorist has got only 

the brain. Now-a-clays many educated youth take the path of terrorism. This highlights that how 

education can be used to propagate ideas which are not only irrational but against peace, harmony 

and progress of human society. Values help us to differentiate between good and bad acts, while 

education only teaches us about the various acts. 

The real education should come with moral values and character. Only the education with values can 

lead a man to path of virtue. Thus, our education system should adopt value based education at all 

levels. The value-oriented educational programme should not be led only during the school level, 

but should be carried on further up to the level of higher education too, as 1t is from there that the 

nation’s bureaucrats, army personnel and future leaders would emerge. 

Conclusion: 

Only the value-laden education can bring developments in form of eradication of poverty. 

generation of employment, removal of social ills, empowerment of women, problem-solving skills, 

decision making power and an inclusive society. With the value-based education we can achieve a 

society, “where the mmd is without fear and the head is held high, where the knowledge is free.” 

Discuss the Mill’s concept of the harm principle. Also discuss its applicability in 

contemporary times. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics 
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Why the question: 
The question is premised on the Mill’s concept of “Harm principle” and its applicability in today’s 
times. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail Mill’s concept of “Harm principle” and its applicability in today’s times. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The harm principle holds that the actions of individuals should only be limited to prevent harm to 
other individuals. John Stuart Mill articulated this principle. 
Body: 
The harm principle states that the only actions that can be prevented are ones that create harm. In 
other words, a person can do whatever he wants as long as his actions do not harm others. 
If a person’s actions only affect him, then society, which includes the government, should not be able 
to stop a person from doing what he wants. This even includes actions that a person may do that 
would harm the person himself. 
There are many actions which affects only the agent ‘directly and in the first instance’. They may still 
affect other people, but if they do so, they will affect other people ‘through’ the agent as all people 
are interconnected and no human being live in isolation. 
Give examples and explain in what way it can be applicable in certain situations even today. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of the principle. 
Introduction: 

The harm principle says people should be free to act however they wish unless their actions cause 

harm to somebody else. The principle is a central tenet of the political philosophy known as 

liberalism and was first proposed by English philosopher John Stuart Mill. 

The harm principle is not designed to guide the actions of individuals but to restrict the scope of 

criminal law and government restrictions of personal liberty. 

Body: 

The harm principle states that the only actions that can be prevented are ones that create harm. In 

other words, a person can do whatever he wants as long as his actions do not harm others. If a 

person’s actions only affect himself, then society, which includes the government, should not be 

able to stop a person from doing what he wants. This even includes actions that a person may do 

that would harm the person himself. 

However, we cannot just stop there and think that Mill makes things seem so simple, because he 

doesn’t. If we were to stop our discussion of the harm principle at ‘anyone can do whatever they 

want just so long as it doesn’t affect anyone else,’ problems arise. One such problem may be what to 

do with people who want to end their own life. Interestingly, Mill would actually say it would not be 

okay for this to happen. 

For this to make the most sense, we need to understand three important ideas that helped shape 

the harm principle. The first is that the harm principle comes from another principle called the 

principle of utility. The principle of utility states that people should only do those things that bring 
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the greatest amount of happiness to the greatest number of people. So, if a person is trying to 

decide between two things, he should choose the option that makes the most people happy. 

The second idea is that Mill says there is a difference between harm and offense. Harm is something 

that would injure the rights of someone else or set back important interests that benefit others. An 

example of harm would be not paying taxes because cities rely on the money to take care of its 

citizens. An offense, according to Mill, is something which we would say ‘hurt our feelings.’ These 

are less serious and should not be prevented, because what may hurt one person’s feelings may not 

hurt another’s, and so offenses are not universal. 

The third idea to understand is that it is very rare for an action to only affect the individual himself. 

Mill argues that no person is truly isolated from others and that most actions do affect other people 

in important ways. 

Mill’s Harm Principle in contemporary times: 

• One of the biggest examples Mill used his harm principle to defend was the ability to have free 

speech. Mill felt that free speech was necessary for intellectual and social progress. If free 

speech was prevented, progress would not occur and thus harm would happen. Thus, in order to 

prevent harm, we should not limit free speech. The recent censorship, the gag order and 

contempt of court orders would come Harm principle. 

• It can be applicable in the environment versus development debate. If the development is 

causing too much harm than the advantage it seeks to bring, then it is indeed causing harm. 

Conclusion: 

Through this, the Principle of Harm by John Stuart Mill was explored through its definition in regards 

to liberty and its link to personal freedom. Also explored was the only circumstance in which Mill 

believes freedom can be limited: to protect others from harm. Lastly, objections to Mill argument 

were brought up such as his vagueness in his explanations of liberty and harm as well as its tie to 

bad personal choices. 

Differentiate between Moral Relativism vs. Ethical Absolutism. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is straightforward and is based on the concepts of Moral Relativism and Ethical 
Absolutism. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must differentiate between of Moral Relativism and Ethical Absolutism. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First, define the two terms – of Moral Relativism and Ethical Absolutism. 
Body: 
According to moral relativism, two people from different situations could disagree on whether an 
action is right or wrong, and they would both be right. Ethical absolutism is the concept that ethical 
rules are the same everywhere. 
Discuss the two concepts in detail with examples and highlight the differences and their importance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their significance. 
Introduction: 
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Absolutism is the idea that there is one right answer, independent of context or perspective. There is 

only one right way to represent something. Referring to something that is unchanging and always 

that way. We can say something is true, unconditionally, no matter what. For example, the 

statement all rectangles have four sides. That is considered an absolute statement. It holds true no 

matter what. We cannot have a three sided rectangle, can we? Some of the main absolutist 

philosophers include: Plato, Aristotle, and Immanuel Kant. 

Relativism is the idea of using the context of different perspectives. We can say something is true 

relative to a point of view. For example, relative to an object, person, time, location, etc… The 

statement all rectangles have four sides can be relative. There are quadrangles (objects with four 

sides) and non-quadrangles (objects that don’t have four sides). The non-quadrangles help define 

the identity of quadrangles. And perhaps, the term rectangle can take on a different meaning based 

on time or location. For instance, definitions to terminology can change over time and the word 

rectangle might have a different meaning to individuals in another region. Some of the main 

relativist philosophers include: Protagoras, Thomas Kuhn, and Paul Feyerabend. 

Body: 

In a way, you could say the difference is between outside and inside. Moral absolute is something 

that exists beyond us. We may work hard to adapt it to ourselves and we may fully embrace it 

internally, but the standard itself exists whether we maintain it or not. It’s the moral equivalent of 

two plus two equals four. You can translate that into different bases or numbering systems, but the 

basic concepts concerning value and the properties of addition will always be absolute. It’s solid 

ground; however, the downside of that is, moral absolutism can produce rigid judgementalism and 

terrible injustices in the face of failure and enforcement. Example, caste system, women rights etc. 

Relative values react to the outer environment, but are driven by the internal one. What’s right and 

wrong not only changes because of circumstances, it changes because of which individual is doing 

the deciding. It is highly adaptive and flexible, but moral relativism can produce a moral quagmire of 

rationalization. Harmful, immoral behavior—behavior that hurts others but indulges the self—

because it’s “right for me” is moral relativism at its worst. 

We have them both in our world and in our societies and in our lives and we always have. Being a 

person requires some moral standards of some kind, and living in the world requires some 

adaptation and flexibility. We have to respond to our environment—and we have to have something 

to respond with. 

There are no societies that approve of harming others as a general practice. That’s a moral absolute, 

but there are and always have been societies that apply that relatively. No society is without its 

examples of harming the weak and defenseless, often based on social status, race, gender, age, 

sexual behavior, or beliefs. 

There are no societies that believe injustice is a good thing. We all want justice for ourselves and our 

families; that’s an absolute. But there are no societies that practice justice consistently for rich and 

poor, foreigner and native, male and female alike at all times. We adapt to the demands of 

environment. We get pragmatic. We protect ourselves at other’s expense. 

Conclusion: 

We believe in what’s right. We believe in upholding the absolute of truth and right—not just who is 

right. But we pick loyalty—our loved one, our family, our team—our race—over loyalty to truth 
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more often than not. We practice relativism and bend the truth to protect. We make excuses for our 

own. We apply the absolutes to others. We believe in absolutes; we practice relativism. 

Moral absolutism and moral relativism are two sides of the same coin. 

Is society ever justified in regulating so-called victimless crimes like drug use, not 

wearing a helmet or a seatbelt? Give your opinion from an ethical perspective and 

justify. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon publications 
Why the question: 
In the current context of ongoing incidences of drug abuse the question hints at the ethical 
perspectives involved in it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to analyse if the societal regulation of victimless crimes like drug use, not wearing a helmet 
or a seat belt is justified. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the context of the question. 
Body: 
Ethical issues abound in contemporary society. Ethical issues involve questions of the ethical 
rightness or wrongness of public policy or personal behavior.  Actions or policies that affect other 
people always have an ethical dimension, but while some people restrict ethical issues to actions that 
can help or harm others (social ethics) others include personal and self-regarding conduct (personal 
ethics). 
Many of today’s most pressing issues of social ethics are complex and multifaceted and require clear 
and careful thought. To reach careful conclusions, these public policy issues require people to engage 
in complicated ethical reasoning, but the ethical reasoning involving personal issues can be just as 
complex and multifaceted. 
Discuss the approach and solutions according to you and suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions and a fair and balanced approach 
Introduction: 

A victimless crime is an illegal act that involves consenting adults and lacks a complaining 

participant.  Such acts have been defined as illegal, but there is no victim that claims to have been 

harmed; either no harm has occurred, or if harm has occurred to those involved, it is negated 

because its willing participants have given informed consent to the activity.   

Body: 

Victimless crimes are also sometimes referred to as public order offenses.  Although there has been 

some disagreement over which crimes are victimless, five of the most commonly identified 

victimless crimes are gambling, drug use, pornography, prostitution, and 

homosexuality.  Additionally, abortion is sometimes referred to as a victimless crime, although this 

classification has been highly controversial.  Adultery and fornication might formerly be referred to 

as victimless crimes, but in most states these acts are no longer crimes. 

Victimless crimes have been the topic of heated debate, primarily centering on the question as to 

whether these acts ought to be crimes at all. The arguments take several forms.  One of the 

controversies involves the importance of personal freedom versus society’s imperative to uphold 

moral standards.  A second issue addresses the problem of the concept of harm. Concerns are raised 
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as to whether victimless crimes are harmful not only to the participants but to others in society, and 

whether such acts result in negative consequences that might not be immediately apparent.  

The oldest argument concerning victimless crimes concerns personal freedom.  If the individuals 

involved are consenting adults, they should be free in a democratic society to engage in these 

behaviors, even if that conduct should be unwise for the individual.  According to this perspective, 

the government should not be involved in enforcing morality and coercing its citizens to follow 

particular standards of behavior, thus interfering with their liberty.  On the other hand, some 

scholars have argued that it is important to uphold moral standards in society.  Such acts should be 

against the law because they are wrong (sometimes referred to as legal moralism).  If a society does 

not have standards, there will be chaos.   There are acts that are generally regarded as immoral in a 

culture; a policy that allows such acts would weaken the social cohesion and consensus about 

appropriate behavior and ultimately lead to the collapse of society. 

The second argument against victimless crimes is that they harm no one else, except possibly the 

individuals involved, who are free to do as they please.  Some scholars, however, have argued that 

participants in these crimes do not hurt only themselves.  The offenders’ families may be hurt, and 

victimless crimes could even lead to other problems where there are unwilling victims.  For example, 

prostitution and homosexuality might lead to the spread of AIDS.  Drug abusers might commit 

crimes to obtain drugs; pornography, it is argued, leads to the degradation not only of the 

participants but of women in general.   

In response, critics of victimless crime laws point out that families are often hurt by many acts a 

family member could commit, and people generally may engage in acts that are indirectly harmful to 

others, such as investing unwisely in the stock market, eating fast food that results in medical bills 

which increase insurance costs, and other practices that are not illegal.  The law cannot begin to 

prohibit so many potentially harmful practices, so it should not forbid other practices that are less 

socially acceptable. 

However, some researchers have indicated that victimless crimes are harmful in ways that do argue 

for their control and criminalization.  The broken windows argument of crime prevention has altered 

the harm argument significantly.  This theory states that if such phenomena as minor disorderly 

conduct, prostitution, liquor shops, illicit drugs and the sale of pornography go unattended, serious 

crime will increase in a neighborhood.  An area that appears disorderly, (broken windows), is 

vulnerable to invasion by criminals, thus affecting the quality of lives of its residents and with 

potentially devastating economic effects.   

Yet another problem is that victimless crime provides revenue for organized crime.  Victimless 

crimes often provide goods and services (such gambling, prostitution, and drugs) for which there is 

considerable demand.  Organized crime has been able to provide these desired commodities, and 

victimless crimes serve to fund these groups, creating a lucrative market and keeping such groups in 

business. 

More subtly, the enforcement of victimless crime laws might lead to public disrespect for the law.  If 

citizens believe that such laws are overreaching and interfere with their liberties, this perception 

might affect their general views of the criminal justice system.  These laws are difficult to enforce, 

since they are usually not even reported, and provide goods and services that are in demand.  As 

such, the laws are likely to be violated, weakening law abiding behaviors.  If they are associated with 

police corruption and organized crime enterprises, negative views of the police and the law again 

seem likely to result.  

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 34 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

A small number of studies of public perceptions of victimless crimes have indicated that the public 

finds these acts less serious than other types of crimes, ranking them relatively low in terms of crime 

seriousness. Drug use, once allowed and even socially acceptable, is now punished much more 

severely, and increases in prison populations reflect this change in policy. Therefore, the prosecution 

of victimless crimes also reflects changes in attitudes and moral standards, as well as political factors 

and social forces, complicating the debate even further. 

Conclusion: 

It seems unlikely that the debates concerning such acts as homosexuality, prostitution, drug use, 

gambling and pornography will be resolved.  There are not clearly accepted definitions of 

“consensus” or “harm” or “offender” or” victim” concerning such acts.  The issue of harm is a major 

point of contention in the debate.  It is not clear whether the concept of harm should be confined to 

the actions of the individuals involved, or whether potential harm to others or society should be a 

factor, and to what degree.  Even then, the question is whether ignoring victimless crime does more 

harm than good versus prosecuting such acts, as either policy potentially appears to have both 

positive and negative consequences, for both citizens and the criminal justice system.     

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and 

non-partisanship, objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance 

and compassion towards the weaker sections. 

Sense of morality must begin from the door of the leader who preaches it, Discuss the 

statement in the backdrop of principle of governance – “Yatha Raja Tatha Praja”. (250 

words) 
Reference: newsgram.com 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of morality and leadership qualities. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to explain the principle of governance – “Yatha Raja Tatha Praja” in detail and its relevance 
in upholding morality in the public. 
Directive: 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Yatha Raja Tatha Praja : In his Nitishastra, Chanakya said “As the ruler does, so do the citizens of his 
country”. 
Body: 
Discuss the importance of Morality first, then explain how and why it is important for leaders to carry 
this sense of morality so as to induce the same in their followers. 
Explain in detail the principle of governance – “Yatha Raja Tatha Praja”. Discuss with examples the 
need to practice it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

Governance being the prerogative of the government, and the head of the government being the 

most important person who drives the whole governance mechanism, his performance of his duties, 

and his adherence to Dharma becomes the most vital element for achieving good governance of all 

citizens. Thus, the popular saying stated ‘yatha raja, tatha praja’ (As is the king, so are the subjects). 
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Body: 

An able administrator who strictly adheres to Dharma will implement proper measures to ensure the 

welfare and progress of the people, whereas an incompetent Adharmic ruler will push the nation 

into chaos and suffering. We have seen countires such as USA led by an ethical leaders like Lincoln 

reach new heights despite going through a gory civil war. 

The head of the government cannot and should not act according to his whims and fancies. His sole 

purpose and duty is to implement good governance by adhering to the principles of Dharma so that 

the overall development of his citizens is achieved. Atri Smriti says that punishing the wicked, 

honoring the good, enriching the exchequer by just methods, being impartial towards the litigants, 

and protecting the kingdom are the five yajnas i.e. selfless duties to be performed by the ruler. 

Example would be how countries having a rule of law and a constitution enjoy the fruits of liberty. 

Mahabharata (Shanti Parva Ch.90) says that a person becomes a King for protecting Dharma and not 

for acting capriciously. Similarly, Manu says, a ruler who uses his power of ruling in a proper way, i.e. 

for the welfare of his citizens, will achieve all desires, wealth, and spiritual merit. We have seen how 

large scale welfare schemes implemented by Nelson Mandela help further the progress of South 

Africa in the aftermath of ending of Apartheid. 

On the other hand, a ruler who misuses his power for his selfish reasons will end up in destruction. 

In other words, an incompetent and Adharmic person should never occupy the seat of the 

government. For this reason, the scriptures stress again and again regarding the required 

competencies of the kings. We have examples of incompetent and rulers destroying Kingdoms. 

Kaultiya’s Arthashastra, for example, states that a ruler’s happiness lies in the happiness of his 

subjects, in their welfare his welfare, whatever pleases him (personally) he shall not consider as 

good. Whatever makes his subjects happy, he shall consider as good. He also lists receptive mind, 

firmness of purpose, and training in all activities of the government as some of the qualities of a 

King. 

Similarly, Mahabharata says that a king should never abandon righteousness and should always be 

rooted in it. On the other hand, Manu Smriti, declares a person who is weak, ignorant, greedy, 

without discrimination of right and wrong and attached to sensual desires as being unfit to govern. 

Conclusion: 

Hence, Dharma in its twin roles of duties and righteousness is the very basis of ensuring good 

governance and welfare of everyone. The government and the people involved in the governance 

are mere enablers who implement principles of good governance. The leaders should lead with 

example by highest standards of morality. 
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Attitude: content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought 

and behavior; moral and political attitudes; social influence and persuasion 

What do you understand from the following quote. Elaborate. “This is a moral 

universe and that there are moral laws of the universe just as abiding as the physical 

laws.” – Martin Luther King Jr. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
Quotation based question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the meaning of the quotation and its relevance and significance. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The statement indicates the indispensability and significance of moral laws. It tries to depict the 
same through comparing it with invariability of physical laws. 
Body: 
Explain that the universe is the entire collectivity of things and phenomenon around us. 
Humans act consciously within a physical structure that is beyond their control. Human consciousness 
gives them agency to choose their goals and means as per their meanings and motives. 
This choice is governed by the moral universe, which is as binding and as constraining the humans as 
the physical universe. Just as the physical universe is sui-generis, universal and obligatory on human 
beings, so is the moral universe comprising of moral principles (human values). Both are 
indispensable and external to humans. Human consciousness is like the fundamental forces of 
physics. It is derived from ethical values and guides human action. 
Explain the importance of morality for human existence. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

                In our culture, people are so accustomed to the idea of every law having a lawmaker, every 

rule having an enforcer, every institution having someone in authority, and so forth, that the 

thought of something being otherwise has the ring of chaos to it. As a result, when one lives one’s 

life without reference to some ultimate authority in regard to morals, one’s values and aspirations 

are thought to be arbitrary. 

Body: 

One always assumes that the universe is run in a fashion similar to human societies. They recognize 

that humans are able to create order by creating laws and by establishing means of enforcement. So, 

when they see order in the universe, they imagine that this order had a similar humanlike source. 

This anthropomorphic viewpoint is a product of the natural pride that human beings take in their 

ability to put meaning into their world. 

When Kant speaks about the moral law, he is essentially referring to that sense of obligation to 

which our will often responds. We all know the experience — we are sometimes pulled in a certain 

direction, not because we desire to act in that way, but in spite of our desire to act in the opposite 

way. 
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This pull is toward that moral sense which Kant believes each of us has, in virtue of being rational 

and free. It is conscience. Actually, it is deeper than conscience, because our conscience can be 

mistaken. Conscience arises because of certain structure of human consciousness — it is the 

structure of human reason and human will. 

The moral law is not given to us from outside. It does not associate the moral law with what God 

commands. Nor with civil law. Nor with what society recommends. The moral law is nothing other 

than rational will — the will which is entirely “devoted” to, or guided by impartiality and universality 

of reason. 

The nature of reason itself is universal — this is made most clear in logic, in mathematics, and in 

science. We look for universal laws by which the universe is guided. Well, so in practical affairs of 

human moral existence. 

Therefore, to obey the moral law is nothing else than to obey the basic structure and drive of human 

reason that is in each and every person, and that is also the source of human freedom and 

autonomy. The source of the moral law is ourselves– it is human nature, human freedom, human 

reason. 

We cannot define the moral laws of the universe as morals can be relative. But with increasing 

globalization, we can safely say certain laws are universalized. Integrity, Compassion, Justice, Mutual 

respect, Honesty, non-discrimination and truthfulness are such values which are accepted across 

society and culture in a moral universe. 

But who upholds these laws? The answer is simple. It is conscience. If you break the law, say at a 

personal level, you will be answerable to your conscience. Imagine, a student cheats in an exam to 

pass. Irrespective of the outcome of the test, he will know it that he employed unfair means in the 

test. He has to answer that for his conscience. 

At a societal level, there is also collective conscience. There are crimes committed against humanity. 

That takes years of absolution but reparations are never enough. Any genocide like the Holocaust, 

though decades have passed, generations move on but the guilt remains and we as a society will be 

eternally be sorry. If we take example of the Canadian PM Justin Trudeau apologizing for the 

historical wrong of how Komagatu Maru incident. It was a sincere apology that shows certain events 

which shook the collective moral conscience of the universe. 

Following the moral laws of the universe has many advantages. It provide for stabilities and 

uniformities in group interaction. They hold the society together because they are shared in 

common. Since they share the same values with others, the members of society are likely to see 

others as “people like themselves”. They will therefore, have a sense of belonging to a social group. 

They will feel a part of the wider society. 

It bring legitimacy to the rules that govern specific activities. The rules are accepted as rules and 

followed mainly because they embody the values that most people accept. For example, taking a 

cash bribe or any other high value item by an officer is non-acceptable but accepting a bouquet or a 

small box of sweets is. 

Conclusion: 

Our world would make no further development if we there are no universal morals. Our world will 

end up as “the wood burnt to ashes” if we sit down, fold our hands and do nothing about the loss of 

values and that’s why today, what we see is killing, fighting, strife, racism, genocide, human rights 
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violation, crimes against women, terrorism, kidnapping and the likes. We all don’t want these to 

continue and if so we must all arise, awake from our slumber and uphold our societal values. Let us 

speak the truth at all times, don’t give or collect bribes, let integrity be awakened in our offices and 

let progress advance. Let us go back to that old path, let the upcoming generations see the need to 

embrace our values and principles. Let our riches be built on the sure foundation of truth. Let us 

walk on the path of universal morals and abide by it like we are abiding a physical law. 

How is conscience shaped by the education, law, and authority? What is the 

importance of conscience in decision-making? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the factors contributing to formation of conscience in an individual. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail factors contributing to formation of conscience in an individual and also explain its 
importance in decision making. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what you understand by conscience; Conscience is a special act of the mind that 
comes into being when the intellect passes judgment on the goodness or badness of a particular act. 
It is a practical judgment on particular, concrete, human actions. 
Body: 
A human being always comes across ethical dilemmas in decision making process. 
 An ethical dilemma can be described as a circumstance that requires a choice between competing 
sets of principles in a given, usually undesirable or perplexing, situation. Conflicts of interest are 
possibly the most obvious example that could place sector leaders in an ethical dilemma. 
At this point conscience acts as the guide for taking correct decisions. Conscience of an individual 
helps in analyzing the situation from different perspectives and help in taking the right decision. 
Proper education develops wisdom which helps in differentiating between right and wrong. It helps in 
taking rational decisions. 
 Law and authority instill fear of punishment to develop conscience. Forbidden actions in the society 
are accompanied by punishment becomes associated with pain and the threat of punishment. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that thus, conscience is, in effect, a social mechanism for the development of ethics in a 
society. 
Introduction:  

Conscience is the human “inner ear” for   the voice which tells us what we should do and what we 

should leave undone, what the   pattern and purpose of our lives should be. But it is more than the 

existence of this voice -it is the particular human ability to hear this voice within. 

Conscience thus acts as a warning   mechanism, telling us that certain work, thoughts, feelings or 

acts, are wrong-headed or evil; at other times conscience acts as a calling, urging and impelling 

action, words, thoughts or   feelings as being right and dutiful. All adult humans have this conscience 

within. 

Body:  
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Conscience is described by such terms as moral approbation and disapprobation; and involves, when 

highly developed, a peculiar and unmistakable revulsion of mind at what is wrong, and a strong 

resentment towards the wrong-doer, which become Remorse, in the case of self. 

Conscience is shaped by two forces that are essentially outside our control natural endowment and 

social conditioning and one that is, in some measure, within our control-moral choice. The specific 

attributes of our conscience, including its sensitivity to moral issues and the degree of its influence 

on our behavior, are due to one or more of these forces. Let’s examine each of them in turn. 

Any action that is hostile to our interest, excites a form of disapprobation, such as belongs to 

wounded self-interest; and any action that puts another to pain may so affect our natural sympathy 

as to be disapproved, and resented on that ground. These natural or inborn feelings are always liable 

to coincide with moral right and wrong, although they are not its criterion or measure in the mind of 

each individual. 

But in those cases where an unusually strong feeling of moral disapprobation is awakened, there is 

apt to be a concurrence of the primitive motives of self, and of fellow-feeling; and it is the ideal of 

good law, and good morality, to coincide with a certain well-proportioned adjustment of the 

Prudential and the Sympathetic regards of the individual. The requisite allowance being made for 

the natural impulses, we must now adduce the facts, showing that the characteristic of the Moral 

Sense is an education under Law, or Authority, through the instrumentality of Punishment. 

We are conditioned by our experiences in grade school, by our widening circle of acquaintances, and 

perhaps by our beginning contact with institutional religion. We perceive similarities and differences 

in the attitudes of our teachers and classmates. We observe their behavior, form impressions, sense 

(quite subliminally and vaguely, to be sure) the level of development of their consciences. We 

observe and learn from our priest, minister, or rabbi. Perhaps in all these situations, it is not the 

formal so much as the informal contact, the mere introduction to their personalities, habits, and 

patterns of behavior, that affects us in powerful, though subconscious, ways. Though memory may 

cloud, experience remains indelible. 

It is a fact that human beings living in society are placed under discipline, accompanied by 

punishment. Certain actions are forbidden, and the doers of them are subjected to some painful 

infliction; which is increased in severity, if they are persisted in. Now, what would be, the natural 

consequence of such a system, under the known laws of feeling, will, and intellect? Would not an 

action that always brings down punishment be associated with the pain and the dread of 

punishment? 

The arbitrary ceremonial customs of nations, with reference to such points as ablutions, clothing, 

eating and abstinence from meats,—when rendered obligatory by the force of penalties, occupy 

exactly the same place in the mind as the principles of moral right and wrong. 

Importance of conscience in decision-making: 

▪ Conscience makes us feel that we ought to do what we believe to be right. In the same 

connection we may say, that it makes us feel that we ought not to do what we believe to be 

wrong. Both amount to the same thing; for, failing to do right, is doing wrong. 

o A boy sees tempting fruit in a neighbor’s garden. He knows that it would be wrong to 

steal it. Now, whether we say, his conscience admonishes him that it is right to let it 

alone, or that it is wrong to steal it, our meaning is of course the same. 
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o On returning from the bank, a man finds that the teller has accidentally counted to him a 

ten dollar note too much. We mean the same, whether we say, his conscience reminds 

him that he ought to return it, or, that it would be wrong not to do so. 

▪ Conscience is to afford us a delightful feeling of self-approval when we have done what we 

believe to be right. This feeling is especially vivid, after a successful encounter with a strong and 

dangerous temptation to do wrong. When a severe struggle has been had, and a triumph has 

been won on the side of virtue, the feeling of satisfaction is peculiarly rich and delightful. 

▪ A human being always comes across ethical dilemmas in the decision making the process. 

Conscience acts as the guide for taking correct decisions when we have to choose between 

competing sets of principles in a given, usually undesirable or perplexing, situation. 

o For instance, helping an accident victim during the golden hour. 

▪ The conscience of an individual helps in analyzing the situation from different perspectives and 

help in taking the right decision. 

o For instance, one will not turn away genuine people in times of distress, like an old 

destitute woman who has lost all her documents and is trying to register for a 

government scheme. 

▪ Conscience helps in avoiding Conflicts of interest for better decision making. 

o For e.g. deciding between personal gains and public welfare. 

▪ Conscience is our ability to make a practical decision in light of ethical values and principles. 

o Example: Follow the orders from superior vis-à-vis to follow the right path. 

Conclusion: 

Conscience indicates ‘a person’s moral sense of right and wrong’ as well as the consciousness of 

one’s actions. Expressions such as ‘gut feeling’ and ‘guilt’ are often applied in conjunction with a 

conscience. In this sense, the conscience is not essentially a product of a rational deduction but is 

something that can be influenced by the indoctrination of one’s parentage, social class, religion or 

culture. 

What is human dignity? Why maintenance of it has been incorporated in all religious 

texts as well as in our Constitution? Explain.  (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, integrity and aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the importance of human dignity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the need and importance of human dignity and explain why maintenance of it has been 
incorporated in all religious texts as well as in our Constitution. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what human dignity is. 
Body: 
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‘Human Dignity’ forms the basic foundation for the establishment of human values. It states that 
every human being should be acknowledged as an inherently valuable member of the human 
community and as a unique expression of life, with an integrated bodily and spiritual nature. 
In all the religious texts maintenance of human dignity has been mentioned as it forms the basis of 
human identity. 
The principle is foundational for the maintenance of distributive justice, principles like the common 
good, the right to life and the right to health care as mentioned in the Indian constitution. 
Without dignity none of the protections of the various legal human rights mechanisms can have real 
meaning, which is why the concept has held, and continues to hold, a central place in the all human 
rights framework whether religion texts or constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

                At its most basic, the concept of human dignity is the belief that all people hold a special 

value that’s tied solely to their humanity. It has nothing to do with their class, race, gender, religion, 

abilities, or any other factor other than them being human. 

The term “dignity” has evolved over the years. Originally, the Latin, English, and French words for 

“dignity” did not have anything to do with a person’s inherent value. It aligned much closer with 

someone’s “merit.” If someone was “dignified,” it meant they had a high status. They belonged to 

royalty or the church, or, at the very least, they had money. For this reason, “human dignity” does 

not appear in the US Declaration of Independence or the Constitution. The phrase as we understand 

it today wasn’t recognized until 1948. The United Nations ratified the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. 

Body: 

The original meaning of the word “dignity” established that someone deserved respect because of 

their status. In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that concept was turned on its head. 

Article 1 states: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” Suddenly, dignity 

wasn’t something that people earned because of their class, race, or another advantage. It is 

something all humans are born with. Simply by being human, all people deserve respect. Human 

rights naturally spring from that dignity. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted in 1966, continued this 

understanding. The preamble reads that “…these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the 

human person.” This belief goes hand in hand with the universality of human rights. In the past, only 

people made dignified by their status were given respect and rights. By redefining dignity as 

something inherent to everyone, it also establishes universal rights. 

Human dignity: the religious framework 

The concept of human dignity isn’t limited to human rights. In fact, for centuries, religions around 

the world have recognized a form of human dignity as we now understand it. Most religions teach 

that humans are essentially equal for one reason or another. In Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, it’s 

because humans were created in the image of God, becoming children of God. 

Dignity is something that a divine being gives to people. In Catholic social teaching, the phrase 

“Human Dignity” is used specifically to support the church’s belief that every human life is sacred. 

This defines the denomination’s dedication to social issues like ending the death penalty. 
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In Hinduism and Buddhism, respectively, dignity is inherent because humans are manifestations of 

the Divine or on a universal journey to happiness. In the Shvetasvatara Upanishad, an ancient 

Sanskrit text, it reads “We are all begotten of the immortal,” or “We are children of immortality.” 

Buddhism begins with the understanding that humans are “rare” because they can make choices 

that lead to enlightenment. Our dignity arises from this responsibility and ability, uniting all humans 

in their quest. 

When everyone is equal, they are all equally deserving of basic respect and rights, at least in theory. 

Countless people have had their dignity disrespected over the years by religious institutions and 

others using religion as justification. 

Human dignity and Indian constitution: 

The Preamble and Article 38 of the Constitution envision social justice as the arch to ensure life to be 

meaningful and livable with human dignity. Jurisprudence is the eye of law giving an insight into the 

environment of which it is the expression. It relates the law to the spirit of the time and makes it 

richer. 

Justice, according to law, comprehends social urge and commitment. The Constitution commands 

justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as supreme values to usher in the egalitarian social, economic 

and political democracy. Social justice, equality and dignity of person are cornerstones of social 

democracy. The concept of social justice which the Constitution of India engrafted, consists of 

diverse principles essential for the orderly growth and development of personality of every citizen. 

The right to life enshrined in Art.21 cannot be restricted to mere animal existence. It means 

something much more than just physical survival. The right to life includes the right to live with 

human dignity and all that goes along with it, namely, the bare necessaries of life such as adequate 

nutrition, clothing and shelter over the head and facilities for reading, writing and expressing oneself 

in diverse forms, freely moving about and mixing and commingling with fellow human beings. 

Why recognizing human dignity is so important? 

Why is human dignity so important when it comes to human rights? Human dignity justifies human 

rights. When people are divided and given a value based on characteristics like class, gender, 

religion, and so on, it creates unequal societies where discrimination runs rampant. People assigned 

a higher value get preferential treatment. Anyone who doesn’t fit into the privileged category is 

abandoned or oppressed. We’ve seen what happens in places where human dignity isn’t seen as 

inherent and human rights aren’t universal. While the privileged few in these societies flourish, 

society as a whole suffers significantly. Inevitably, violence erupts. If a new group takes power and 

also fails to recognize human dignity, the cycle of destruction continues, only with different 

participants. 

Conclusion: 

Recognizing human dignity and the universality of human rights isn’t just so individuals can be 

protected and respected. It’s for the good of the entire world. If everyone’s rights were respected 

and everyone got equal opportunities to thrive, the world would be a much happier, more peaceful 

place. 

Discuss the following: Grit; Fortitude; Work culture (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by G SubbaRao and P N Chowdhary 
Why the question: 
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The question is straightforward and aims to discuss certain virtues in association with ethics. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Question is direct, explain each term in detail; its meaning, relevance and ethical aspect associated. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start your intro by definition of the keyword. For eg .Grit means to have the passion and 
perseverance to achieve long term goals. 
You may also start your intro by giving example of great personality and their quality .For eg. Nelson 
Mandela, leader from South Africa changed the world for the better through his passion and 
perseverance. His lifelong goal, similar to Martin Luther King, Jr., was to achieve equal rights for non-
white people in his country. 
Body: 
In first Part, explain the importance of the word in real life and more importantly public 
administration. 
Support your explanation with help of examples. 
You can give some real life example where you have shown such quality or give examples related to 
administration. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting how we can strengthen these qualities . 
 

Grit: is a positive, non-cognitive trait based on an individual’s perseverance of effort combined with 

the passion for a particular long-term goal or end state. It is the firmness of character; indomitable 

spirit which cannot be crushed so easily. It is a powerful motivation to achieve an objective. This 

perseverance of effort promotes the overcoming of obstacles or challenges that lie on the path to 

accomplishment and serves as a driving force in achievement realization. 

E.g.: In 2015, a humble security guard’s sweat and grit paid off, when after his third attempt, his son 

cleared the country’s most coveted UPSC exam. With an All India Rank of 242, Kuldeep Dwivedi is an 

officer with the Indian Revenue Services. 

Fortitude: It refers to the strength of mind that gives one the capacity to endure adversity with 

courage. Any individual engaged in public service will face multiple challenges in the fulfilment of 

their goals. A person with fortitude will not give up easily, and despite disappointing results or 

setbacks, will continually fight to improve the system.  adversities could be in form of “dilemmas”, 

“conflicts of interests”, “ sound decision making”, “ to face fake cases against an honest officer”, “ 

time management”, “striking a balance between personal and professional life”, “ to fight 

corruption” 

E.g.: A situation where a disaster like an earthquake has taken place requires immense fortitude. 

This attitude ensures peace and attracts positivity. It leads to courageous people coming out to face 

the truth. 

Work Culture: Work Culture or Organization Culture is set of collective beliefs, values, rules and 

behaviour which organisation as whole conforms to. In a layman approach it is culture that a group 

as an organisation follows. Culture varies with family, region, social class and hence in work 

environment. Its constituents include Management style, business values, physical environment, 

dress code etc. It is imperative important for every organization irrespective of country and it differs 
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from country to country and sometimes within a country. It helps in employee satisfaction and 

increase the productivity of the companies. 

The reputation and profits of any organisation rests on the ethics and values of its employees. 

Promoting ethics in the workplace creates a positive culture for managers and employees, as well as 

a successful business. So developing an ethical culture is imperative. 

Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in 

administration and governance. 

What do you understand by Emotional Intelligence (EI)? Highlight its significance; 

discuss the ways to develop EI among civil servants. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications. 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of EI and its importance to civil servants. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of Emotional Intelligence (EI) and discuss its components and bring out its 
importance to civil servants. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define first what you understand by EI. 
Body: 
Emotional Intelligence (EI) refers to the capability of a person to recognize, understand and manage 
own emotions, as well as to understand, manage and influence emotions of others. It is not always 
virtuous and can be used as a tool for positive and negative ends. 
Discuss then the key 5 components of it. 
Explain why it is so valuable in the context of civil servants; bring out its advantages. 
The most effective civil servants tend to exhibit a high degree of emotional intelligence. Explain with 
examples how EI can help the civil servants. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Emotional intelligence is the single best predictor of performance in the workplace and 
the strongest driver of leadership and personal excellence. 
Introduction: 

Emotional intelligence or EI is the ability to understand and manage your own emotions, and those 

of the people around you. Emotional intelligence is the ability to perceive emotions, to access and 

generate emotions so as to assist thought, to understand emotions and emotional knowledge, and 

to reflectively regulate emotions so as to promote emotional and intellectual growth. 

Body: 

According to Daniel Goleman, an American psychologist who helped to popularize emotional 

intelligence, there are five key elements to it: 

Self-awareness: 
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• The ability to recognize and understand personal moods and emotions and drives, as well as 

their effect on others. 

• Hallmarks of self-awareness include self-confidence, realistic self-assessment, and a self-

deprecating sense of humour. 

• Emotional awareness: This deals with knowledge of one’s emotions and their effects. People 

having this competency are more aware of their feelings and performance. 

• Accurate self-assessment: This involves being aware of one’s strengths and weaknesses. One is 

open to feedbacks, new viewpoints, etc. 

• Self-confidence: This relates to complete affirmation of one’s worth and abilities. They are 

usually more confident and are able to make sound decisions despite any uncertainties or 

pressures 

Self-management: 

• Ability to control or redirect disruptive impulses and moods, and the propensity to suspend 

judgment and to think before acting. Hallmarks include trustworthiness and integrity; comfort 

with ambiguity; and openness to change. 

• Adaptability: This involves flexible attitude towards change. People with this competency find it 

easy to handle changing routines, multiple roles and even shifting priorities. 

• Innovativeness: This involves getting easy with and open to new information and ideas. People 

who possess this are able to gather new ideas from multiple sources, set challenging roles and 

are able to take calculated risks. They evolve original solutions to various problems. 

Social Awareness: 

• The ability to understand the emotional makeup of other people. A skill in treating people 

according to their emotional reactions. 

• Empathy does not necessarily imply compassion. Empathy can be ‘used’ for compassionate or 

cruel behaviour. Serial killers who marry and kill many partners in a row tend to have great 

emphatic skills. 

• A passion to work for internal reasons that go beyond money and status -which are external 

rewards, – such as an inner vision of what is important in life, a joy in doing something, curiosity 

in learning, a flow that comes with being immersed in an activity 

Relationship management: 

• Proficiency in managing relationships and building networks, and an ability to find common 

ground and build rapport. 

• Hallmarks of social skills include effectiveness in leading change, persuasiveness, and expertise 

building and leading teams. 

• Application of emotional intelligence in administrative practices: 

Significance of Emotional intelligence: 

• Appraising emotions arising from situations: 

o Using emotions for reason based decisions and policy making. 

o Identifying emotions in faces, voices, postures, and other content during public 

management activities. 

• Recruitment: 
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o EQ measurement is invaluable in selecting and recruiting high performance workers. 

• Predicting performance: 

o Some companies are blending IQ testing with scientific measurement of EQ to predict 

job performance and direct workers to jobs where they are most likely to succeed. 

• Negotiation: 

o Whether you’re dealing with a trading partner, competitor, customer or colleague, being 

able to empathize and be creative in finding win-win solutions will consistently pay off. 

• Performance management: 

o 360-degree feedback is a common tool for assessing EQ. Knowing how your self-

perception compares with others’ views about your performance provides focus for 

career development and positive behavioural changes. 

• Peer relationships: 

o Good networking skills are a staple of job effectiveness for the average worker. 

Networking has too often been associated with “using” other people, but a heightened 

EQ ensures a mutually beneficial approach to others. 

• Social responsibility: 

o When a leader cares about others, he is not a centre of attention and keeps everyone in 

the loop by making their intentions known. 

• Stress tolerance: 

o To stay focused, stress should be managed and it involves own reactions to stress or the 

reactions of others to the stress. 

• Impulse control: 

o Independent people evaluate the alternatives and initiate the work by taking 

appropriate action by executing the right options. People who manage their impulses 

avoid being distracted and losing control of the situation. 

• Optimism: 

o Optimistic people have a target that they’re aiming toward. These people are confident 

in their ability to carry out the required actions and meet the target by looking for 

successful solutions to problems. 

Ways to develop emotional intelligence in civil servants: 

• Assessing personal strengths and limitations 

• Providing feedback with care 

• Maximizing learner choice 

• Encouraging participation 

• Linking learning goals to personal values 

• Adjusting expectations 

• Gauging readiness 

• Training: 
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• Fostering a positive relationship between the trainer and the learner 

• Maximizing self-directed change 

• Setting clear goal 

• Maximizing opportunities to practice emotional intelligence 

• Providing frequent feedback on that practice 

• Enhancing insight into emotions and thought patterns 

Conclusion: 

The Center for Creative Leadership even draws on research to suggest that 75% of careers are 

negatively impacted by emotional competency-related themes. These include the inability to 

respond adaptively to change, nurture trust, lead teams during tough times, and deal effectively 

with interpersonal problems. So developing your EI skills will help civils servants perform better in 

the workplace. 

Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and 

problems; ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private 

institutions; laws, rules, regulations and conscience as sources of ethical 

guidance; accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and 

moral values in governance;  

Ensuring accountability in the administration just adds another layer in the 

bureaucratic process. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: researchgate.net 
Why the question: 
Question is based on the theme of accountability and its importance in administration. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to explain in what way ensuring accountability in the administration often just adds another 
layer in the bureaucratic process. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give the definition of accountability. 
Body: 
Accountability means to take ownership of the outcomes of an action and address the issues arising 
out of it fairly and promptly. Thus, it involves two parts: answerability as well as enforcement. 
Sometimes, transparency, which is the first step to extract accountability, is also included. 
It is argued that accountability compromises efficiency by adding another bureaucratic layer:  The 
officers spend their time in maintaining records or answering RTIs etc., which can otherwise be 
utilized to perform executive tasks.  It makes them status quoist in their conduct. They may stop 
taking decisions for fear of public scrutiny. 
Differentiate between accountability and responsibility. 
Suggest steps to ensure effective accountability. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
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Introduction 

Accountability is defined as the process in which public agencies and civil servants operating inside 

the public administration answer to the public, directly or through the parliament, for public policy, 

financial management and administrative discretion. 

Body 

Public accountability in administration is important because it provides a democratic means to: 

monitor and control government conduct, prevent the development of concentrations of power, 

and enhance the learning capacity and effectiveness of public administration. 

How is accountability effected in a society generally? 

▪ Bureaucratic/hierarchical accountability, in which administrators’ behavior is tightly controlled 

by superiors within an organization 

▪ Legal accountability, in which administrators’ and agencies’ behavior is closely controlled by 

legally empowered external principals, such as legislators 

▪ Professional accountability, in which technically expert administrators are expected to exercise 

considerable discretion, guided by shared professional norms and standards 

▪ Political accountability, in which administrators and agencies are expected to employ their 

judgment in responding directly to the expectations of the individuals or groups comprising the 

agency’s political constituencies 

In India, executive is accountable to Legislature. Both legislature and executive are accountable to 

the judiciary in our country. All the three organs of our democracy is accountable to constitution of 

India (meaning people of our country) 

Apart from the above we also have various acts and institutions in our polity to ensure our officers 

are accountable for their actions such as- Lokpal, Lokayuktas in various states, right to Information 

Act etc. 

All these have increased transparency vis-à-vis public administration which in turn helps the civil 

society to hold administrators accountable. Ex: Various RTI report have exposed corruption in the 

bureaucracy which led to justice being delivered in several cases (Vijay Mallya money laundering 

case, Coal scam etc) 

However, in recent times there has also been a growing concern that the above accountability 

measures have caused a policy paralysis in the administrators fearing adverse actions by their 

seniors or judiciary for any of their decisions taken. Such fears have emanated due to- Rising 

instances of RTI being applied to threaten an officer to change his decision or affect his career. 

There is also a perception that accountability mechanisms create an unnecessary hurdle in the 

administrative process. Ex: Environmental clearances for development projects are often delayed 

thereby affecting delivery of the service for the citizens. 

However, such fears and concerns should not be allowed to dilute the accountability mechanisms in 

the country. The reasons for this are: 

• Diluting accountability mechanism will erode the trust people have on the system 

• Tackling challenges such as corruption becomes difficult. 
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• Service delivery in the administration will be affected in the society. 

• Enforcement of conduct rules and ethics will also be difficult. 

Can we achieve effective accountability without compromising on efficiency in the administration? 

Yes, it is possible. The ways to do that are: 

• Ensuring honest officers are not victimized due to any frivolous complaints 

• Stricter penalties for those who file frivolous complaints 

• Any cases filed against an officer should be dealt with in stipulated time. Ex: Departmental 

proceedings or judicial proceedings should be completed in a fair time. In India, we often come 

across cases, where officers have been vindicated of all the corruption charges only after 

decades of legal hassles. Such a situation makes it much more difficult for present officers in the 

administration to work without pressure 

Conclusion 

Empowerment of our citizens can be possible if growth is founded on effective accountability of our 

officers. Such growth is sustainable only if it is premised on an ethical code of governance. When the 

story of India is written, it should be written that accountability was the solution and not the 

problem wherein the State and the civil society was the facilitator and not the predator. 

All the discourse of ethics ultimately is another side of bureaucratic incompetence. 

Analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and aptitude by G SubbaRao and P N Chowdhary 
Why the question: 
The question talks about the relation between Ethical discourse and Bureaucratic incompetence. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail with relevant example in what way discourse of ethics ultimately is another facet of 
bureaucratic incompetence. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what you understand by bureaucratic Incompetence. 
Body: 
Bureaucracy is the administrative structure and set of regulations in place to control (rationalize, 
render effective and professionalize) activities, usually in large organizations and government. The 
bureaucracy act as the most visible part of the government which mainly participate in proper 
implementation of programmes and policies for better governance. 
The ideal-typical bureaucracy is characterized by hierarchical organization, delineated lines of 
authority  in a fixed area of activity, action taken on the basis of and recorded in written rules, 
bureaucratic officials need expert training, rules are implemented by neutral officials,career 
advancement depends on technical qualifications judged by organization, not individuals. 
Due to these rigid rules the bureaucracy has suffered from many lacunas such as red-tapism, lack of 
professionalism, lack of transparency and accountability. The organizational inefficiency has reduced 
the very purpose of bureaucrats. 
However, bureaucracy is not just about rationality, duties; etc, moral aspect of bureaucracy is also 
there. Over a period of time it has been analysed that only laws and rules are not sufficient to govern 
the society, they have limitations too, thus the discourse of ethics came into being. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to recognise the perfect harmony between ethics and bureaucracy to ensure 
better governance. 
Introduction: 

                Bureaucratic incompetence means a lack of the ability or the failure to apply the 

knowledge, skills or judgement relevant to the practice of the profession of a nature or to an extent 

that requires a resolution or remediation. 

Body: 

“Honesty requires time” 

                Bureaucracy is a concept in sociology and political science referring to the way that the 

administrative execution and enforcement of legal rules are socially organized. It is represented by 

standardized procedure (rule following) that instructs the execution of the processes provided 

within the body, formal division of powers, hierarchy, and relationships. Four structural concepts are 

central to any definition of bureaucracy: a well-defined division of administrative labor among 

persons and offices, a personnel system with consistent patterns of recruitment and stable linear 

careers, a hierarchy among offices, such that the authority and status are differentially distributed 

among actors, and formal and informal networks that connect organizational actors to one another 

through flows of information and patterns of cooperation. 

Now, as seen above, rule following is one of the corner stone bureaucracy. But following all rules 

means, more tine is consumed in the process of decision making? More time in decision making has 

impact of opportunity costs which in turn has impact on bureaucratic competence. 

If we take the example of Uttrakhand floods which disrupted normal life and caused an acute 

shortage of food. The officials started procuring food from wherever possible they could. But the 

sellers were charging exorbitant amounts up to 100-200% times that they would have charged in 

normal times. 

Now, as an officer, you have faced with two situations. You either pay the exorbitant amount, which 

you clearly know that it is unethical and immoral and procure food for the starving or you follow the 

code of ethics and cause delay in procurement. Following ethics here will lead to incompetence on 

the part of the officer. 

But we must also remember, that ethics is not just a single situation or event. It is the way of life. At 

times we may have to overlook some rules but it must be followed up with addressing the 

consequences arising out of it. 

The problem with our fast system is that it often leads us to act selfishly. One example is of what 

happens when we receive too much change back from a cashier: Although the immediate reaction 

might be to take the extra cash, thinking about it for an extra second will probably lead you to 

change your mind. In other words, the fast system takes the lead, and tells us to be self-serving. But 

the slow system often kicks in—hopefully not too late!—and, realizing the behavior can’t be 

justified, we correct our first impulse. 

So, we can surmise from above scenario that a middle path must be chosen. The discourse on the 

ethics must be emphasized upon but at the same time attention should be given to capacity building 

of civil servants in order to improve their competency. 

Conclusion: 
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Circumventing ethics to increase efficiency is no way desirable and will lead to moral muteness in 

the bureaucracy. There has to be a blend of perfect harmony between ethics and bureaucracy to 

ensure better governance. 

Has our nation lost its moral compass? In the context of suicide prevention day today, 

analyse critically the role of Indian society as a key factor driving the suicides in the 

country. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Today happens to be world suicide prevention day and thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question talks about the role of society and the factors the society contributes morally ethically 
while often the moral compass in our country is seen to be diminishing. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can start with key facts related to suicides and their rates in the country. 
Body: 
Explain that instead of compassion and empathy for the grieving family and friends, and respect for 
the deceased person’s dignity and privacy, vast sections of our citizenry have been blinded into a 
frenzied attack on his colleagues, friends and relatives and, if that was not enough, the person’s 
character for good measure. 
Discuss in what way our society has lost the moral compass, explain with suitable case studies such 
as one of Sushant Singh Rajput. 
Analyse with suitable substantiation in what way society contributes majorly to Suicide rates in the 
country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to align back the moral compass of the society and suggest methods for the 
same. 
Introduction: 

                India accounts for 17.8 percent of all reported suicide cases. According to the National 

Crime Bureau, India reported 381 suicides daily for the year 2019. India has one of the highest rate 

of suicide in the world. All this points to a collective failure of society in suicide prevention. 

Coronavirus is a public health concern as it has hit many people in India and the world. It has been 

overwhelming for some people and has sparked anxiety, nervousness, paranoia, stress 

and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD), besides panic attacks. The combined impact of the worst 

epidemic to infect people, an unprecedented downturn in our economy and a brooding conflict with 

a neighbour against whom we are no match, can affect our rational minds. 

Body: 

Lost moral compass of a polarized society- An analysis: 

 

The malignant growth of hate and othering that is convulsing this country to the extent that we have 

become inured to the sheer extent and inhumanity of the cruelty sweeping our land. The litany is 

seemingly endless, from migrant workers being run over by trucks and trains while they trudge 

home in the blistering sun, to babies asphyxiating in government hospitals because the management 
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forgot to renew the tender to replenish oxygen, men burned alive simply because of their religion, 

women lynched because they are suspected of being witches, under-trials summarily executed by 

the police in fake encounters, children raped by those employed to care for them, and young 

couples murdered by their own families for falling in love. 

The suicide of a celebrated actor, and that of the tens of thousands of other Indians who die every 

month at their own hands, is the culmination of a combination of factors which have seeds in the 

rotting soil of our society, from the stifling prejudices which crush our freedoms, to violence, 

marginalisation, grinding poverty, and, most of all, the absence of a compassionate state. 

Hate and resentment closely co-habit with despair and hopelessness. Consider, for example, that 

one-third of the world’s female suicide deaths and one-quarter of male suicide deaths occur in India, 

and that suicide is the single leading cause of death in young Indians. Or consider that India ranks 

near the bottom of the league of countries in the World Happiness Report 2020, alongside 

Afghanistan, South Sudan and Yemen. 

There has been manifold increase in trolling, abusing, misogyny, Islamophobia, Homophobia etc on 

social media. Hidden behind the cloak of anonymity that the internet provides, they end up affecting 

the mental health of vulnerable people and cause them mental agony. All this points towards 

misdirected morality of the country. 

Role of Indian society as a key factor driving the suicide: 

Sometimes hypercompetitive environment like cities can be desperately alienating. This is a 

generation hooked on social media and engulfed by Fear Of Missing Out. No one is leading a fantasy 

life, least of all those consumed with living up to the pressures of mainstream culture and middle-

class convention. But this false narrative of ‘perfection’ created by the society is extremely stressful. 

It doesn’t help that our mythologies conclude with the triumph of good over evil and our movies 

with happily-ever-afters. The messaging is anyone straying from the (only) path to a good life — 

studying hard, finding professional success and creating a family — is doomed to failure. But 

beneath all this smug certainty, people are struggling hard with conformity. So for some, it’s 

shattering to discover, after valiantly achieving bourgeois perfection, that they’re too emotionally 

complex to survive this straitjacketed existence. A suicide becomes a final reclamation of selfhood, 

after a sad and short life of stressful striving. 

The conformist attitudes of society is one more thing that needs to be talked about. Anybody who 

shows divergence with respect to the conformist attitudes of the society is excluded or looked down 

upon. This creates additional pressure for an individual to love up to the aspirations of the society. 

Even family puts pressure on an individual to live up to the conformist values which often drive 

suicides. 

Society also helps prevent suicide: 

Society and culture play an enormous role in dictating how people respond to and view mental 

health and suicide. Culture influences the way in which we define and experience mental health and 

mental illness, our ability to access care and the nature of the care we seek, the quality of the 

interaction between provider and patient in the health care system, and our response to 

intervention and treatment. Cultural variables have a far-ranging impact on suicide. They shape risk 

and protective factors as well as the availability and types of treatment that might intervene to 

lessen suicide. 
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The role of every sector of society – schools, community, religious leaders, social welfare agencies, 

judicial system and most importantly, family, friends or even colleagues, is vital in reaching out to 

prevent suicides. 

The most important thing is to listen. You shouldn’t shut depressed people out if they come to you 

to share their thoughts or problems. Sit and listen. Sometimes it’s better not to advise. So many 

people have been or are suffering in silence. Why? Not because they aren’t willing to talk but 

because there are no listening. 

The relationship of power to suicide in these contexts is extremely complex; the power a certain 

group has on a macro-social level must be disentangled from individuals’ perceived personal and 

interpersonal control, economic power, and self-perception of the ability to foster change. 

Conclusion: 

Suicide is not caused by any one person or one reason. What you should do is learn to recognise the 

signs and act so that if you come across someone in need of help, you will be cognizant of the 

situation and lend a hand. We should come together as a society, with a strong moral commitment 

and compassion to those suffering with mental health. 

What are the challenges of governance with regard to the implementation of various 

programmes, aimed at the vulnerable section of the society? Do you think that the 

ethical values need to be revisited? Explain. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics by Lexicon publications 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the need to have ethical values inculcated in implementing governance 
related schemes so as to ensure vulnerable sections of the society benefit from them. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the challenges of governance with regard to implementation of welfare programs. Bring out 
if there are any ethical values that need to be revisited. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write in brief about welfare programmes for vulnerable sections. 
Body: 
Various welfare programs aimed at welfare of vulnerable sections have been launched e.g.: PMAGY, 
ICDS etc. But situation at the ground level hasn’t improved much due to the following governance 
related challenges: One at organisation level like Lack of empathy and sensitivity amongst 
government servants. Falling commitment towards public service values etc. At citizen level – 
Patriarchal mindset, lack of awareness etc. 
Discuss with specific examples of welfare schemes like the housing schemes, schemes of Swachh 
Bharat mission etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

                The poorest communities in almost any region tend to be minority communities that have 

been targets of long-standing discrimination, exclusion and sometimes violence. The dire situation of 
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so many ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities is often exacerbated by numerous and complex 

factors. Discrimination and inequality circumscribe every aspect of their life opportunities. They are 

often denied equal access to quality education. Racist notions in the wider community may limit 

their employment possibilities to the most low-waged and precarious options. 

When their rights are violated, recourse to institutions of justice is often a distant possibility. 

Additionally, disadvantaged minorities are commonly poorly represented in political structures and 

decision making bodies and consequently have little control over decisions that affect them. Lacking 

a voice in shaping their own circumstances, they are vulnerable to neglect. And when disasters 

strike, these communities are most likely to be at the back of the line for humanitarian assistance, if 

not totally forgotten. 

Body: 

The government of India implements plethora of programs like Self Employment Scheme for the 

Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS), Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan/ Accessible India Campaign, 

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana and Deendayal 

Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme etc for empowerment of vulnerable groups. But still India has long 

way to go in empowering them. 

Organizational level: 

▪ The skewed and insufficient budgetary allowance is a various schemes. 

▪ The lack of implementation and inadequate government machinery 

▪ Lack of civic body support to achieve the objectives of the programmes. 

▪ Lack of representation by vulnerable groups in the system. 

▪ Corruption present in the system. 

Community level: 

▪ Social abuses and orthodox rituals like female foeticide, Sati, child marriage, castesim, 

communalism and domestic abuse obstruct the due execution of this programmes. 

▪ The mind-set of people remains conservative besides the numerous campaigns spreading 

awareness among people. 

▪ Extreme inequalities 

Individual level: 

▪ Presence of patriarchy in the mindset of people where a girl child is seen as a burden. 

▪ Inequality meted out to girl as compared to boys at home, school etc. 

▪ Lack of compassion towards vulnerable groups.  

Measures needed: 

▪ Use of technology to improve the outcomes of the scheme. 

▪ Creating end to end transparency in the implementation of the scheme. 

▪ Sensitisation of various stakeholder in the scheme. 

▪ Involving NGO’s, civil society organisations etc in order to main stream the vulnerable groups at 

their own pace. 

▪ Gender respect should be taught at the school level more so from the home level by the parents. 
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▪ We need to address the associated problems in bringing up the girl child, her marriage expenses 

and discrimination in the society. 

▪ There also is a need to launch more dedicated efforts than just allocating monetary incentives 

▪ there is a need to connect with the communities first, right from the gram panchayat level to 

ensure awareness. 

▪ provide an enabling environment vulnerable groups and educate and inform person’s right at 

the grass root level that there should be no bias towards them. 

Conclusion: 

The limited success of developmental measures can be attributed to both implementation 

inefficiencies as well as lack of values such a honesty and integrity in work, compassion towards the 

weak, commitment towards the nation. In order to overcome this, one must remember the Gandhi’s 

talisman “Whenever you are in doubt, or when the self becomes too much with you, apply the 

following test. Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man [woman] whom you may have 

seen, and ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him [her]” 

The bureaucracy in India is facing a number of serious challenges from diminishing 

human capital to political interference that, if left unaddressed, will lead to further 

institutional decline. Discuss. How can these challenges be addressed? (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by G SubbaRao and P N Chowdhary 
Why the question: 
The context is of the declining institution of Bureaucracy and the factors responsible for it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the factors responsible for such an institutional decline, how these challenges can be 
addressed. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the fact that Indian bureaucracy is mired by several obstacles, which can lead to 
its institutional decline and have far reaching consequences, if left unaddressed. 
Body: 
The body of the answer must explore on the following dimensions in detail – 
State the challenges that the bureaucracy in India faces. 
Mention the consequences if these challenges remain unaddressed. 
Discuss the reforms that are required to address the challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions and highlight the efforts of the government in this direction, suggest way 
forward. 
Introduction: 

The malady of political interference has its origin in the fifties and sixties when civil servants and 

political leaders started working together. With deepening democracy, it was expected that their 

respective roles would be defined in the context of our Constitution and refined further. Maturing 

democracy should have been accompanied by role definition, which unfortunately did not happen. 

Body: 
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The structural lethargy and high individual complacency levels prevented any attempt for role 

clarification. The vaguely defined equation that the political boss takes the decision and the 

bureaucrat carries it out, has left much room for irrationality, arbitrariness and indolence. 

According to a study `IAS Meets Big Data’ by the Carnegie Institute, there is a lingering view that 

politicisation of civil services has become more, not less, entrenched. It says the World Bank’s 

government effectiveness index that captures the quality of country’s civil service and its 

independence from political pressure, places India in the 45th percentile globally, nearly 10 

percentage point decline from country’s position in 1996, when the data was first collected. It 

concludes that political interference generates substantial inefficiency; the best officers do not 

always occupy important positions, while political loyalty offers bureaucrats an alternative path to 

career success. 

The organised poaching into legitimate jurisdiction of civil servants has frustrated the emergence of 

a mature relationship between the two important arms of the Executive. In more mature and 

stabilised parliamentary democracies, conventions and norms are so embedded in the culture of 

governance that there is any confusion of roles is unthinkable. Even in the Whitehall system, despite 

the hilarious caricatures of Sir Humphrey Appleby and Bernard Wooley, bureaucracy’s image as the 

repository of knowledge and administrative memory is never questioned. 

As a result, whenever public policy formulation is characterised by enlightened political leadership, 

spectacular performance can be achieved. Give the civil servants citizen-centric decisions devoid of 

vested interests, and then hang them if they do not perform or misbehave. 

Political interference remains one of the biggest obstacles to bureaucratic effectiveness. Perhaps for 

the first time, researchers have drawn a clear, quantifiable links between the pervasive abuse of 

transfers and postings of civil servants and development outcomes. 

Even the Administrative Reforms Commission report recommends measures of softening the impact 

of political interference, not of eliminating it. Measures like Public Services Bill, Civil Services Bill 

Performance and Accountability Bill, etc., would serve a limited purpose without touching the root 

cause. No Chief Minister has yet announced the prohibition of pressure by any political functionary 

in the work of a civil servant. 

Reforms needed: 

▪ Independent civil service boards at the centre and the states that would make recommendations 

on the postings and transfers of civil servants 

▪ Fixed tenures for civil servants at a posting. 

▪ Formal recording of instructions/orders/directions from political authorities and legislators, 

among others, on what they ask civil servants to do. 

▪ One reason for the slow pace of decision-making in key ministries is the fear among officers 

about possible victimization in case something goes wrong. Written orders, while preventing 

abuse, can also shield officers from such fears. 

▪ Ideally, there should be a political consensus on protecting civil servants from abuses in the 

system.  

Conclusion: 

A politically agnostic bureaucracy is central to effective governance. What is required are clear and 

transparent norms that guide appointments and transfers of bureaucrats. The Fifth Pay Commission 

took a stab at it, suggesting institutional and structural interventions, none of which was accepted. It 
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called on ministries, departments and organisations to formulate clear, detailed and transparent 

transfer policies. Calling for minimum predetermined tenures, the commission suggested that orders 

for premature transfers should contain detailed, recorded reasons approved by a Civil Service Board, 

and that the civil servant in question be given an opportunity for appeal. The pay commission 

acknowledged that it is perhaps not desirable to deny political masters some say in appointments to 

key posts. For this not to degenerate into patronage and for competence to not suffer, training, 

career progression and termination in the civil service and the police must change, drastically. 

Honest engagement with media ethics seems to be deteriorating in the present times. 

Discuss the ethical issues that plague Indian journalism. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the recent trends of degenerating ethics that Indian Media has undergone. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the ethical issues that plague Indian journalism. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can first start by explaining the essential ethical aspects expected in journalism. While various 
codes may have some differences, most share common elements including the principles of 
truthfulness, accuracy, objectivity, impartiality, fairness, and public accountability, as these apply to 
the acquisition of newsworthy information and its subsequent dissemination to the public. 
Body: 
India’s gargantuan news market has 82,222 newspapers; Delhi alone has 16 English dailies in 
circulation. It has close to 800 television news channels, an industry that has almost trebled in the 
last decade. 
Discuss first briefly the issues plaguing the media – paid news, Opaque private treaties, Blatant 
blackmail, Widening legal regulatory gap, Flawed measurements of audience reach and readership 
etc. 
Then explain in detail the associated ethical issues. Present examples to justify the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the issue. 
Introduction: 

                Commercial success of media organisations had become a function of advertising revenues 

rather than subscription and circulation figures. The advertisers had thus replaced the recipients of 

media products. By the same logic, circulation figures, meant to attract advertising, became more 

important than content. The pursuit of profit has altered the profile of the media entrepreneur. 

Today, a media enterprise is seen as a necessary subsidiary for a growing business enterprise, a 

political party and even individuals seeking to leverage public influence for private gain. 

This all has led to deterioration of media ethics. 

Body: 

Ethical issues that plague Indian journalism: 
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• The recent practice of leveraging political and economic content in our media for overt and 

covert revenue generation have the malevolent potential to tarnish our polity and even 

destabilise the economy. 

• Sensationalism: Media often adopt sensationalism caring little whit about disturbing communal 

harmony. They highlight stories about crime and sexual violence, because people in general have 

a taste for them and there is a competition for circulation. Ex: Coverage of death of Sushant 

Singh Rajput. 

• Moral Panic: Though moral panic‘ is a criminological concept but has become a tactical tool of 

public hysteria for news media. It has been defined as a situation in which public fears and state 

interventions greatly exceed the objective threat posed to society by a particular individual or 

group who is/are claimed to be responsible for creating the threat in the first place. Media use 

fear-mongering, hate oriented and exaggerated content to victimize the devil folks, a 

protagonist in the scene, and gather large viewership. Ex: Blaming of Tablighi Jamat during start 

of Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Negative News: A psychological study pointed to the existences of negative bias‘- a term refers 

to our collective desire to hear and remember negative information- simply one of the 

prominent cause of news media to focus more on negative aspect of news. This psychological 

habit of negative bias of viewers made news media to make the news worthy and attractive. 

News media tend to focus on negative part because news consumers are more attentive to 

negative information and study has revealed negative aspect of news is more arousing and 

attention grabbing. Therefore, miseries, deaths, disasters, crisis, distressed, violence, conflicts 

gain more space and time in news program. Ex: Coverage of Pathankot incident. 

• Unsymmetrical Facts/ Molded/ Fabricated Information: Most of the time, to make the news 

lucrative and attention grabbing, facts are molded, unexplored, fabricated or sometime hidden. 

Though it is against the norms of journalistic practices but to provide a good entertainment 

value, production team do not flinch to compromise with journalistic codes and ethics. Ex: using 

fake news or partial truth which. 

• Brackets of Nationalism/ Patriotism/ Ethnocentrism/ Biased Reporting: Reviews of previous 

studies revealed that nationalism, patriotism and ideology of news organization overwhelm the 

conflict coverage which affects the pacification dealings. This also brand conflict in perspective 

of nationalistic fervor. When such an attempt is made, a democratic citizenry is prompted to sit 

before the TV screens and associate their patriotic ideology with the news content delivered on 

screen. 

• Labeling: In news media, labeling is practiced by symbolizing some situation or person with 

other. Name-calling, using provocative terms, demonizing something using certain words or 

phrases comes under labeling. Ex: UPSC Jihad show by Sudarshan TV to target minorities. 

• Manipulation of TRP ratings: It was come to light recently that some news channel manipulated 

BARC TRP ratings in order to show higher viewership. 

Outcome: 

▪ Failure of the fourth pillar of democracy to do its job properly and ethically. Important public 

issues are pushed to the background and only sensational issues are run. 
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▪ The news commercialisation policy has made journalists to lose credibility because, it is now 

believed that they pay attention to the wealthy people who can pay for news so that they can 

suppress, twist and falsify the stories 

▪ It has given birth to a situation whereby news is narrowly defined against the weight of the news 

source’s pocket. The media, whether print or electronic, now use money as criteria for 

publishing news. 

▪ Another problem is the censorship and gate keeping problem, which news commercialisation 

constitutes for the editor. The editor is handicapped under the commercialisation policy. It is the 

duty of the editor to always edit stories, but, under the news commercialisation policy, the 

editor cannot edit stories according to known standards or principles in journalism. 

▪ Government of some countries may bribe journalists to write favourable news items about its 

policies and programmes, even when they are inimical to public interest. 

▪ The ability of the editor to judge what is news or not is completely restricted because, money 

becomes the evaluator. 

Way forward and conclusion: 

▪ Truth and Accuracy: Journalists cannot always guarantee ‘truth’, but getting the facts right is the 

cardinal principle of journalism. They should always strive for accuracy, give all the relevant facts 

and ensure that they have been checked. 

▪ Independence: Journalists must be independent voices. They should not act, formally or 

informally, on behalf of special interests whether political, corporate or cultural. Proactively they 

should declare to editors – or the audience – any political affiliations, financial arrangements or 

other personal information that might constitute a conflict of interest. 

▪ Fairness and Impartiality: Most stories have at least two sides. While there is no obligation to 

present every side in every piece, stories should be balanced and add context. Objectivity is not 

always possible, and may not always be desirable (in the face for example of brutality or 

inhumanity), but impartial reporting builds trust and confidence. 

▪ Humanity: Journalists should do no harm. What one publishes or broadcasts may be hurtful, but 

we should be aware of the impact of our words and images on the lives of others. 

▪ Accountability: A sure sign of professionalism and responsible journalism is the ability to hold 

one accountable. When one commit errors, he must correct them and the expressions of regret 

must be sincere not cynical. 

▪ We need to add new rules to regulate journalists and their work in addition to the 

responsibilities outlined above, and create a legal and social framework, that encourages 

journalists to respect and follow the established values of their craft. 

▪ News Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA) must be proactive in tackling excessive 

commercialization of news, fake news, targeted journalism etc. 

A proper ethical standard for journalism must be redeveloped by consulting relevant stakeholders 

and adopting best international practices. 

Ethical issues in international relations and funding; 

Discuss any four Ethical concerns that are often witnessed in International relations. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon publications. 
Why the question: 
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The question is premised on the theme of ethical concerns associated with international relations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail any four key ethical concerns in IR according to you. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the reasons and possibility of ethical concerns in IR. 
Body: 
Such answers are best explained with examples, Terrorism and use of state sponsored terrorists and 
militia, climate change, trade, growth and poverty, Disarmament, Organized crime and human 
trafficking, Tax havens, Competition for capital among developing and resources among developed, 
Human rights, Responsibility to protect others, like genocide, ethnic cleansing, issue of Global 
commons, Strengthening/weakening international institutions, etc. all these can be your four 
selected themes. 
Pick any four and explain in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with ways to resolve and overcome such ethical concerns. 
Introduction: 

International ethics refers to the good that international interactions, exchanges, relations can bring 

to our planet earth and to all life forms and which can be harmed by unfriendly, hostile, 

uncooperative behaviours.  

Body: 

Ethical Concerns in International relations: 

Defence and military enterprise: 

Every country may be seen as using the power it has to achieve its global interests. International 

ethics can also be regarded as the use of power by one country against another country to achieve 

its global goals and protecting its national interests. When aggressively pursued it may lead to 

certain conflicts. Military involvement and military strengths, strategies and calculations may drive in 

part international presence, international relations, and influence international ethics through its 

(propaganda) media.  

International conflict and wars are still a possibility and it may even be influenced by the defence 

related establishments which have international reach and influence. Countries choosing to live side 

by side by the “law of war” cannot easily be persuaded to give up war or preparations for long term 

uncertain wars. International conventions on “international law of war” may be binding only when 

international community scrutinizes and insists on it. For example, the recent news flash about 

“China-Pakistan Nuclear Deal” provides a competitive nuclear flash point counter to “USA-India 

Nuclear Deal” making the region more vulnerable to military presence in the Himalayas or border 

regions, and thus putting a counter weight to world peace and security and international relations. 

The inequality of nations: 

There are various dimensions that one can compare nations and their strengths, the wellbeing of 

their population etc. We are in an unequal world and facts point out to a world growing in 

inequalities. Inequalities point to certain conflicts which may be domestic in origin or international, 
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but they are indicators of disturbing trends. In an unequal world, expectations of equity, 

international equity are high. In other words, demands of justice may require that we prefer a more 

equitable world to a less equitable world brought about by international action. It would possibly 

imply that any international action must aim at benefiting the least advantaged nations more than 

that would be expected for a most advantaged nation.  

Scientific research agendas and projects:  

Science has been a driver of international and global developments. Every country has its 

community of scientific advisers to offer best science advise to their governments and these are in 

constant international and global contact with their counter parts in exchanging ideas and scientific 

research trends and information that could be strategically employed. International ethics may be 

influenced and driven by developments in the scientific research fields. Different research fields 

have different contexts and so research ethics may be more contextual and 9 international ethics 

then follows various contextual offerings and multidimensional.  

Power and international ethics: 

 At various times the world attention, gets itself focused on the most powerful nation, both 

domestically and internationally, a nation that is willing to impose its powerful will on the world, 

taking into task any nation that challenged its authority and its interests. Many wars and conflicts 

are indeed triggered by the unilateral moves of dominant nations against other nations that 

threatened its global interests. What powerful nations have done to other nations cannot be 

forgotten. International ethics is influenced by various philosophies of international and national 

power and how this power is played out. 

Corporate governance 

What do you understand by “corporate governance”? How does it become all more 

important in the present era of liberalization, privatization and globalization? Explain. 

(250 words) 
Reference: shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of corporate governance and its importance in the era of 
liberalization, privatization and globalization. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the concept of corporate governance relevance applied to today’s times. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
A corporate is a business organization wherein the ownership and management are separate. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the concept of corporate governance in detail with suitable examples, corporate 
governance can be understood as the set of all the processes that steer a business corporation 
towards a specific direction in such a way that interests of all the stakeholders in general and 
shareholders in particular are not compromised by the management. 
Explain the stakeholders involved. 
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Using examples explain its importance in the era of liberalization, privatization and globalization. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way ahead. 
Introduction:  

                Corporate governance is the system of rules, practices, and processes by which a firm is 

directed and controlled. Corporate governance essentially involves balancing the interests of a 

company’s many stakeholders, such as shareholders, senior management executives, customers, 

suppliers, financiers, the government, and the community. Since corporate governance also provides 

the framework for attaining a company’s objectives, it encompasses practically every sphere of 

management, from action plans and internal controls to performance measurement and corporate 

disclosure. 

Body:  

Corporate governance establishes the relationship, among various primary participants of the firms 

those are shareholders, directors, and managers, in formulating the directions and performance of 

their firms. In a broader sense, it delineates the rights and responsibilities of each primary 

stakeholder and the design of institutions and mechanisms that induce or control board directors 

and management to best serve the economic interests of shareholders along with safeguarding the 

interest of other stakeholders of a firm. 

A company’s corporate governance is important to investors since it shows a company’s direction 

and business integrity. Good corporate governance helps companies build trust with investors and 

the community. As a result, corporate governance helps promote financial viability by creating a 

long-term investment opportunity for market participants. 

Communicating a firm’s corporate governance is a key component of community and investor 

relations. On Apple Inc.’s investor relations site, for example, the firm outlines its corporate 

leadership—its executive team, its board of directors—and its corporate governance, including its 

committee charters and governance documents, such as bylaws, stock ownership guidelines and 

articles of incorporation. 

Most companies strive to have a high level of corporate governance. For many shareholders, it is not 

enough for a company to merely be profitable; it also needs to demonstrate good corporate 

citizenship through environmental awareness, ethical behavior, and sound corporate governance 

practices. Good corporate governance creates a transparent set of rules and controls in which 

shareholders, directors, and officers have aligned incentives. 

Importance of corporate governance in the present era of liberalization, privatization and 

globalization: 

In recent years, the ownership structure of companies has changed a lot. Public financial institutions, 

mutual funds, etc. are the single largest shareholder in most of the large companies. So, they have 

effective control on the management of the companies. They force the management to use 

corporate governance. That is, they put pressure on the management to become more efficient, 

transparent, accountable, etc. They also ask the management to make consumer-friendly policies, to 

protect all social groups and to protect the environment. So, the changing ownership structure has 

resulted in corporate governance. 
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▪ Importance of Social Responsibility: Today, social responsibility is given a lot of importance. The 

Board of Directors has to protect the rights of the customers, employees, shareholders, 

suppliers, local communities, etc. This is possible only if they use corporate governance 

▪ Growing Number of Scams: In recent years, many scams, frauds and corrupt practices have 

taken place. Misuse and misappropriation of public money are happening everyday in India and 

worldwide. It is happening in the stock market, banks, financial institutions, companies and 

government offices. In order to avoid these scams like Satyam scam or Nirav Modi scam and 

financial irregularities, many companies have started corporate governance. 

▪ Indifference on the part of Shareholders: In general, shareholders are inactive in the 

management of their companies. They only attend the Annual general meeting. Postal ballot is 

still absent in India. Proxies are not allowed to speak in the meetings. Shareholders associations 

are not strong. Therefore, directors misuse their power for their own benefits. So, there is a 

need for corporate governance to protect all the stakeholders of the company. 

▪ Globalization: Today most big companies are selling their goods in the global market. So, they 

have to attract foreign investor and foreign customers. They also have to follow foreign rules 

and regulations. All this requires corporate governance. Without Corporate governance, it is 

impossible to enter, survive and succeed the global market. 

▪ Takeovers and Mergers: Today, there are many takeovers and mergers in the business world. 

Corporate governance is required to protect the interest of all the parties during takeovers and 

mergers. 

▪ Required by law: SEBI has made corporate governance compulsory for certain companies. This is 

done to protect the interest of the investors and other stakeholders. 

▪ Accountability: Investor relations are essential part of good corporate governance. Investors 

directly/ indirectly entrust management of the company to create enhanced value for their 

investment. The company is hence obliged to make timely disclosures on regular basis to all its 

shareholders in Corporate Governance is integral to the existence of the company. 

▪ Easy Finance from Institutions: Several structural changes like increased role of financial 

intermediaries and institutional investors, size of the enterprises, investment choices available 

to investors, increased competition, and increased risk exposure have made monitoring the use 

of capital more complex thereby increasing the need of Good Corporate Governance. Evidences 

indicate that well-governed companies receive higher market valuations. The credit worthiness 

of a company can be trusted on the basis of corporate governance practiced in the company. 

▪ Enhancing Enterprise Valuation: Improved management accountability and operational 

transparency fulfill investors expectations and confidence on management and corporations, 

and in return, increase the value of corporations. 

Conclusion:  

            Corporate governance is a system that aims to instill policies and rules that helps maintain the 

cohesiveness of an organization. It exists to help hold a company accountable, while helping them 

steer clear of financial, legal, and ethical pitfalls. The importance of corporate governance is 

made abundantly clear by the direct benefits seen when a good corporate governance 

framework is in place. 

Discuss the concept of corporate governance. Does it have potential to address the 

problems of conflict of interest in business sector? Give your opinion with relevant 

examples.(250 words) 
Reference: Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude by Lexicon Publications 
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Why the question: 
The question is based on the concept of corporate governance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the concept of corporate governance and its potential to address the problems of 
conflict of interest in business sector. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what corporate governance is. 
Body: 
Corporate governance is the term used to describe the balance among participants in the corporate 
structure who have an interest in the way in which the corporation is run, such as executive staff, 
shareholders and members of the community. 
Discuss the common key issues in corporate governance. 
Explain the reasons causing conflict of interest in business sector. Discuss the role that corporate 
governance can play in resolving the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction: 

                Corporate governance is the system of rules, practices, and processes by which a firm is 

directed and controlled. Corporate governance essentially involves balancing the interests of a 

company’s many stakeholders, such as shareholders, senior management executives, customers, 

suppliers, financiers, the government, and the community. Since corporate governance also provides 

the framework for attaining a company’s objectives, it encompasses practically every sphere of 

management, from action plans and internal controls to performance measurement and corporate 

disclosure. 

                Ethics is at the core of corporate governance, and management must reflect accountability 

for their actions on the global community scale. 

Body: 
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Corporate governance establishes the relationship, among various primary participants of the firms 

those are shareholders, directors, and managers, in formulating the directions and performance of 

their firms. In a broader sense, it delineates the rights and responsibilities of each primary 

stakeholder and the design of institutions and mechanisms that induce or control board directors 

and management to best serve the economic interests of shareholders along with safeguarding the 

interest of other stakeholders of a firm. 

A company’s corporate governance is important to investors since it shows a company’s direction 

and business integrity. Good corporate governance helps companies build trust with investors and 

the community. As a result, corporate governance helps promote financial viability by creating a 

long-term investment opportunity for market participants. 

Communicating a firm’s corporate governance is a key component of community and investor 

relations. Example, On Apple Inc.’s investor relations site, for example, the firm outlines its 

corporate leadership—its executive team, its board of directors—and its corporate governance, 

including its committee charters and governance documents, such as bylaws, stock ownership 

guidelines and articles of incorporation. 

Most companies strive to have a high level of corporate governance. For many shareholders, it is not 

enough for a company to merely be profitable; it also needs to demonstrate good corporate 

citizenship through environmental awareness, ethical behavior, and sound corporate governance 

practices. Good corporate governance creates a transparent set of rules and controls in which 

shareholders, directors, and officers have aligned incentives. 
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Corporate governance and conflict of interest: 

In recent years, the ownership structure of companies has changed a lot. Public financial institutions, 

mutual funds, etc. are the single largest shareholder in most of the large companies. So, they have 

effective control on the management of the companies. They force the management to use 

corporate governance. That is, they put pressure on the management to become more efficient, 

transparent, accountable, etc. They also ask the management to make consumer-friendly policies, to 

protect all social groups and to protect the environment. So, the changing ownership structure has 

resulted in corporate governance. 

Conflicts of interest abound at the board level. They constitute a significant issue in that they affect 

ethics by distorting decision making and generating consequences that can undermine the credibility 

of boards, organizations or even entire economic systems. 

• A director should not take advantage of his or her position. As the key decision makers within 

the organization, board members should act in the interest of the key stakeholders, whether 

owners or society at large, and not in their own. 

o Major conflicts of interest could include, but are not restricted to, salaries and perks, 

misappropriation of company assets, self-dealing, appropriating corporate 

opportunities, insider trading, and neglecting board work. All board members are 

expected to act ethically at all times, notify promptly of any material facts or potential 

conflicts of interest and take appropriate corrective action. 

o This will help us prevent scam like Harshad Mehta scam. 

• Another conflict of interest is when a board member’s duty of loyalty to stakeholders or the 

company is compromised. This would happen when certain board members exercise influence 

over the others through compensation, favors, a relationship, or psychological manipulation. 

o  

▪ Even though some directors describe themselves as “independent of 

management, company, or major shareholders,” they may find themselves 

faced with a conflict of interest if they are forced into agreeing with a dominant 

board member. Under particular circumstances, some independent directors 

form a distinct stakeholder group and only demonstrate loyalty to the members 

of that group. They tend to represent their own interest rather than the 

interests of the companies. 

• When the interests of stakeholder groups are not appropriately balanced or harmonized is 

another potential conflict. Shareholders appoint board members, usually outstanding 

individuals, based on their knowledge and skills and their ability to make good decisions. 

▪ Once a board has been formed, its members have to face conflicts of 

interest between stakeholders and the company, between different 

stakeholder groups, and within the same stakeholder group. 

▪ When a board’s core duty is to care for a particular set of stakeholders, 

such as shareholders, all rational and high-level decisions are geared to 

favor that particular group, although the concerns of other stakeholders 

may still be recognized. 
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▪ Board members have to address any conflicts responsibly and balance 

the interests of all individuals involved in a contemplative, proactive 

manner. 

o At a larger scale, conflicts are those between a company and society and arise when a 

company acts in its own interests at the expense of society. 

▪ The doctrine of maximizing profitability may be used as 

justification for deceiving customers, polluting the environment, 

evading taxes, squeezing suppliers, and treating employees as 

commodities. 

▪ Companies that operate in this way are not contributors to 

society. Instead, they are viewed as value extractors. 

▪ Conscientious directors are able to distinguish good from bad 

and are more likely to act as stewards for safeguarding long-

term, responsible value creation for the common good of 

humanity. 

▪ When a company’s purpose is in conflict with the interests of 

society, board members need to take an ethical stand, exercise 

care, and make sensible decisions. 

Conclusion: 

                Corporate governance is a system that aims to instill policies and rules that helps maintain 

the cohesiveness of an organization. It exists to help hold a company accountable, while helping 

them steer clear of financial, legal, and ethical pitfalls while addressing conflict of interests at various 

levels. The importance of corporate governance is made abundantly clear by the direct benefits seen 

when a good corporate governance framework is in place. 

Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; Philosophical basis of 

governance and probity; Information sharing and transparency in government, 

Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, 

Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds, challenges 

of corruption. 

Discuss the importance of capacity building in civil services while highlighting the 

features of newly launched Mission Karma yogi by the government. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
Dubbed as the biggest bureaucratic reform initiative, the Union Cabinet Wednesday approved 
‘Mission Karmayogi’, a new capacity-building scheme for civil servants aimed at upgrading the post-
recruitment training mechanism of the officers and employees at all levels. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the newly launched bureaucratic reform initiative and imply the importance of the capacity 
building in civil services. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what you understand by capacity building in civil services. 
Body: 
Explain why capacity building at every level in civil services is of prime importance. 
Talk about the mission – Mission Karmayogi programme will be delivered by setting up a digital 
platform called iGOTKarmayogi. Empowered with specific role-competencies, a civil servant will be 
able to ensure efficient service delivery of the highest quality standards, the government said. 
The platform will act as a launchpad for the National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building 
(NPCSCB), which will enable a comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus at the 
individual, institutional and process levels. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the importance of capacity building to civil services. 
Introduction: 

The administrative adequacies in a national government have a leading influence on economic and 

social development. The capacity development of Public administrate remains an essential pre-

requisite for successful economic development of the country. 

Importance of capacity building in civil services: 

▪ People first approach. 

▪ Strategic Thinking in tough circumstances. 

▪ Team-working, Consultation and Consensus Building. 

▪ Organizational Awareness about their roles and responsibilities. 

▪ Improvement of Communication Skills 

▪ Commitment to the Organization/department. 

▪ Enhancing one’s own Integrity as well as of the institution. 

▪ Enhanced Decision Making with Attention to Detail 

▪ Broad-based professional development of officers across sector to empower them to perform 

better. 

▪ Capacity enhancement in key ministries/agencies which are in the forefront of design. 

▪ Improvement in the overall quality of policy formulation, reform implementation, service 

delivery 

▪ Optimal and efficient human resource management of the public sector. 

▪ Development of high quality advanced and specialized training with international and local 

expertise and advisory services for capacity building 

▪ Innovative Thinking, Analytical Thinking and Results Orientation 
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In order to achieve the above, to give better service delivery to the citizens of the country with 

greater efficiency, transparency and accountability, the government has launched Mission 

Karmyaogi. 

Features Mission Karma yogi government: 

                It is aimed at building a future-ready civil service with the right attitude, skills and 

knowledge, aligned to the vision of New India. It aims to prepare Indian civil servants for the future 

by making them more creative, constructive, imaginative, proactive, innovative, progressive, 

professional, energetic, transparent, and technology-enabled. Comprehensive reform of the capacity 

building apparatus at the individual, institutional and process levels for efficient public service 

delivery. 

Mission Karmayogi programme will be delivered by setting up a digital platform 

called iGOTKarmayogi. Empowered with specific role-competencies, a civil servant will be able to 

ensure efficient service delivery of the highest quality standards. 

The platform will act as a launchpad for the National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building 

(NPCSCB), which will enable a comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus at the 

individual, institutional and process levels. 

NPCSCB will be governed by the Prime Minister’s Human Resource Council, which will also include 

state Chief Ministers, Union Cabinet ministers and experts. This council will approve and review civil 

service capacity building programmes. 

There will be a Capacity Building Commission, which will include experts in related fields and global 

professionals. This commission will prepare and monitor annual capacity building plans and audit 

human resources available in the government. 

Conclusion: 

                The role of bureaucracy has been very crucial in develop countries. They are directed 

towards nation building and economic growth, establishment of democracy maintaining the 

framework of a unified policy as well as the capacity to absorb varied demands, regulate them 

efficiently and perform the function of efficient delivery of service. Mission Karmayogi tries to 

further augment the capacity of civil servants while maintaining highest standards of service and 

ethical values. 

Real freedom is of the mind and spirit; it can never come to us from the outside.’ 

Analyze the essence of this statement with reference to the working experience of 

Indian bureaucracy. (250 words) 
Reference: Ethics Integrity and Aptitude by G Subbarao and P N  Chowdhary 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the fact that real freedom is premised on the mind and spirit of an individual 
and never from outside. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the importance of real freedom and how it is always based on mind and spirit. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Freedom as ‘inner freedom’ emphasizes on the inner aspect of life. The closest equivalent would be 
‘freedom-hood’ meaning ‘freedom of one’s consciousness state’, the conscious inner struggle for 
inner freedom for which all human beings strive for understanding knowledge of one’s 
connectedness with the world and other beings in the world i.e. ‘enlightenment’. 
Body: 
Freedom is said to exist when an individual is not subject to external controls or coercion and is able 
to make independent decisions and act in an autonomous way. Freedom is also about expanding the 
ability of people to freely express themselves and develop their potential. Freedom in this sense is the 
condition in which people can develop their creativity and capabilities. 
Then move onto explain what the obstacles are – But the Politico-administrative relations have 
placed obstacles on the working of the Indian Bureaucracy. Also the nexus between politicians-
criminals is affecting the freedom of bureaucrats to implement the programmes and policies in a 
more creative and efficient manner. 
In the present era bureaucrats have been given sovereign power in their hands. But this power is 
robbed by hosts of self-seekers. The ideal form of freedom is curtailed on every side. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward. 
Introduction: 

                If you firmly believe that your mind is free from all external obstacles such as fear, coercion, 

undue pressures, temptations of greed, one is the truly free. Nothing in the external from will affect 

him. Irrespective of what happens on the external front, he will continue to do his work in a morally 

upright manner and he will do so in a very efficient manner. 

This statement is very valid in the context of Indian bureaucracy as they are very much prone to 

influence form outside factors such as political interference, vested interests, public pressure, 

familial responsibilities etc. Despite that, one has to discharge his duties with utmost diligence. 

Body: 

Under Article 310 of the Indian Constitution, which maintains that Civil servants serve at the 

“pleasure” of the ruling authorities. Yet few would disagree that both civil servants and politicians 

often abuse this power-the former in seeking prime postings, the latter for a variety of legitimate 

and occasionally illegitimate reasons. This resulted in a reduction of average tenure for key senior 

civil service positions to less than a year in state like Uttar Pradesh. Chronic political leaders rewards 

supports and put its “own” staff into place. If a civil servant is truly free, he will not only tackle the 

above issue but will remain unaffected by any of it happenings. 

Despite a great influence of the political world, the Indian civil service has so far been able to keep 

its own identity. During the British days, the politicisation was much less. However, with 

independence bequeathing a new role of development, the Indian civil servants could not hold their 

flock together. The number of cases of corruption has also increased tremendously. This has been 

partly due to the political pressure and also partly on account of erosion in the values of the civil 

servants. In recent times, a number of civil servants have been jailed and the courts of law in India 

have found them guilty of dereliction of their duties and amassing wealth many more times in 

proportion to their earnings. 

The bureaucracy also suffers from a paradox, where extreme impersonality exists together with 

ready susceptibility to personal pressures and interventions. In spite of being based on meritocratic 

recruitment, the bureaucracy is not insulated from society. The primary problem is the recalcitrant 

challenges of India’s social structure and problems exacerbated by the way the bureaucracy has 

defined its relation to society. The ethnic religious and regional divisions in India add to “the 
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administrative nightmare” of trying to govern such a huge country. And, in spite of not being 

patrimonial in character, the bureaucracy suffers from less internal capacity, more difficult 

environments and less carefully defined agendas of involvement. These features combine to put 

embedded autonomy of the sort that characterises the developmental State out of reach. 

If we look at decentralization, Good fiscal management would suggest re-allocating public funds 

from central and state schemes to a well-designed fiscal framework for local government 

guaranteeing their autonomy and accountability while helping them to match resource allocations 

with local preferences. Flows of funds from the centre and state governments should depend on 

good local performance and resource mobilisation. Performance should be monitored not only by 

the local audit fund, but also by local journalists, civil society groups and panchayat leaders from 

neighboring districts. Here the framework is designed to give more freedom but with so many 

stakeholders involved, it becomes very difficult to work efficiently in presence of vested interests. 

There is a need for a more open government where there is freedom of access to information. With 

the exception of security matter all other areas ought to be thrown open to public scrutiny to make 

the bureaucrats more accountable and less complacent. There is a need for an open government 

and the bureaucrats has to emerge out of the shroud of mystery. 

The officers should be model citizens well above the social norms of the times. They should at least 

show better than average standards of honesty in comparison to other parts of bureaucracy. They 

ought to observe financial probity, integrity in work, intellectual honesty in tendering advice and 

morality in personal life. There is a need for personal and professional values within the service. 

There could be greater recognition of the efforts and services of the honest and committed officers 

to serve as models that others could emulate. 

Conclusion: 

India, as envisaged by the framers of the constitution, was to be a secular, casteless, equal society. It 

was the Indian bureaucracy which had earlier provided a stable backbone to the fledgling 

democracy. But now, even in the ranks of the bureaucracy of which there is a great abundance; have 

been penetrated by corrupt practices. Further, despite this massive number of officials from the 

smallest ‘block’ level to the top most ministry level, decision making remains highly centralised, 

rendering the services of many of these officials to be essentially clerkish, dressed in a better garb. In 

other words, there is a marked administrative ineffectiveness and incapacity in addition to 

corruption, which does not go well for the country. Reform in the institutional structure of the 

bureaucracy is something that the government should seriously consider in the near future to 

ensure impartial and effective governance. 

“Transparency is not only necessary for maintaining a democratic polity, but 

necessary for making the economy work” in the context of the recent steps taken by 

government of promoting a culture of secrecy and undermining legislation such as 

RTI, analyse the above statement. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article in detail explains how transparency is not only necessary for maintaining a democratic 
polity, it is also necessary for making the economy work. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the significance of transparency in maintaining democratic polity. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the importance of transparency in general to a country. 
Body: 
While transparency is a cornerstone of democracy, today’s India is cultivating secrecy. Paradoxically, 
this culture of secrecy is sometimes justified in the name of transparency. 
The article presents a good case of how the current government has failed to uphold the values of RTI 
in the name of secrecy, explain with suitable examples the lacunae and its ill effects of the 
“Transparency” factor in the system. 
Take hints from the article present examples and justify valid points in support of your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable way forward. 
Introduction: 

The right to information has been upheld by the Supreme Court as a fundamental right flowing from 

Article 19 of the Constitution, which guarantees every citizen the right to free speech and 

expression. Without access to relevant information, people’s ability to formulate opinions and 

express themselves meaningfully is curtailed. Since its enactment, the RTI law has been used by 

people to seek information to actively participate in decision-making processes and hold 

governments accountable. 

Body: 

Increasing opaqueness in the functioning of the government: 

• Denying information regarding PM-CARES fund set up for Coivd-19 and not getting it audited by 

the CAG. 

• Electoral bonds have allowed anonymous donations to political parties and, therefore, protected 

the privacy of the donors. 

o The Election Commission of India (ECI) criticised the opacity of this financial mechanism 

and described it as “a retrograde step”. The ECI told the government that this 

arrangement would prevent the state from ascertaining whether a “political party has 

taken any donation in violation of provisions under Section 29B of the Representation of 

the People Act, which prohibits the political parties from taking donations from 

government companies and foreign sources. 

o Electoral bonds also made it impossible to check whether a company was giving to 

parties more than what the Companies Act (2013) permitted, that is 7.5 per cent of the 

net average profit of the three preceding financial years. 

• In 2016-17, the home and finance ministries rejected close to 15 per cent of the applications 

they received while the RBI and public sector banks rejected 33 per cent. The RBI, for instance, 

refused to give any information about the decision-making process that led to demonetisation. 

• Dilution of the RTI: 

o In 2019, regressive amendments were made to the RTI Act which did away with 

statutory protection of fixed tenure and high status conferred on the commissioners. 
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o Despite stiff opposition within and outside Parliament, the government pushed the RTI 

(Amendment) Act which allows the Central government to determine the tenure and 

salaries of all Information Commissioners, signalling that directions to disclose 

inconvenient information could invite adverse consequences. 

o The functioning of commissions has been severely impeded by governments not 

appointing Information Commissioners in a timely manner. 

o Vacancies in Information Commissions lead to large backlogs of appeals/complaints and 

long delays in the disposal of cases, effectively frustrating the people’s right to know. 

o Since May 2014, not a single commissioner of the Central Information Commission (CIC) 

has been appointed without citizens having to approach courts. 

o Despite Supreme Court orders to fill all vacancies, six out of 11 posts of commissioners 

are currently vacant in the CIC, including that of the chief. 

o The CIC is headless for the fifth time in the last six years! State governments appear to 

have adopted a similar strategy. 

o Eight State Information Commissions are functioning without a chief. Two commissions 

Tripura and Jharkhand are totally defunct with no commissioners. 

Importance of transparency in the functioning of a government: 

• Democracy, accountability and participation: Absence of, or inaccessibility to, information often 

creates a sense of disempowerment, mistrust and frustration. 

• Good governance: Transparency is also inextricably linked to governance, one definition of 

which is a way of implementing policies through cooperation whereby representatives of the 

government, market and civil society participate in mixed public and private networks 

• Increased economic efficiency and effectiveness: Greater transparency can also bring benefits 

to government themselves, directly or indirectly. Therefore, transparency is also considered to 

be a key component of public policy and efficiency. Studies have shown that in countries where 

information flows freely in both directions: 

• The knowledge that decisions and processes are open to public scrutiny can make government 

bodies work better, by imposing on them a constant discipline; 

• Government effectiveness is improved: even the most competent and honest decision-makers 

need feedback on how policies are working in practice; 

• Efficiency in the allocation of resources can also be improved: By ensuring that the benefits of 

growth are redistributed and not captured by the elite, transparency reforms can result in 

substantial net savers of public resources and improved socioeconomic and human development 

indicators. 

• Weapon against corruption: As noted in Transparency International’s Global Corruption Report 

2003, “information is perhaps the most important weapon against corruption. Having access to 

information plays a key role in efforts to curb corruption and control its impact, since, 
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o Free and guaranteed access to information enables citizens, the media and law 

enforcement agencies to use official records as a means to uncover cases of corruption 

and maladministration; 

o Increasing transparency increases the risk of detection of corrupt practices and this can 

act as a deterrent to future corruption. 

• Every year nearly six million applications are filed under the RTI Act, making it the most 

extensively used transparency legislation in the world. 

• National assessments have shown that a large proportion of these are filed by the poorest and 

the most marginalised who have understood the tremendous potential of the law to empower 

them to access their basic rights and entitlements, especially in the absence of effective 

grievance redress mechanisms to address service delivery failures. 

• During the COVID-19 crisis too, the law has been widely used to seek information about 

availability of medical facilities, like ventilators and ICU beds, and to hold government 

departments accountable for delivery of food grains and social security benefits meant for those 

in distress, including migrant workers. 

Way forward: 

• The right to question is the hallmark of a democracy. Any attack on the RTI law, which has 

empowered citizens to question those in power, is an attack on the foundation of our 

democratic republic. 

• It is a clear reflection of the lack of political will of governments to be answerable to the people 

of the country. 

• The RTI has unshackled millions of users who will continue to use this democratic right creatively 

and to dismantle exclusive power. 

• The law is seen as having acted as a deterrent for government servants against taking arbitrary 

decisions. 

• The need of the hour is the Government should take into account the concerns of the experts 

and should arrive at an amicable solution, which ensures sufficient independence to the 

Commission. 

• Government should bring the amendment after proper consultation with civil society and other 

stakeholders. It should towards strengthening RTI rather than weaken it from within for a 

sustainable and growing democracy. 

• The RTI has been and will be used to withstand attacks on itself and strengthen the movement 

for transparency and accountability in India. 

Conclusion: 

As the RTI law completes 15 years, it is again time for those whom it empowers the citizens to assert 

themselves and protect their fundamental right to information, which they attained after a long 

struggle. 

“Elimination of corruption is not only a moral imperative but an economic necessity. 

“Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: darpg.gov.in 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the theme of corruption. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail in what way elimination of corruption is not only a moral imperative but an 
economic necessity. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what corruption is. 
Body: 
Elimination of corruption is not only a moral imperative but an economic necessity for a nation 
aspiring to catch up with the rest of the world. Improved governance in the form of non-
expropriation contract, enforcement and decrease in bureaucratic delays and corruption can raise 
the GDP growth rate significantly. 
Explain the causes of corruption, Discuss how Corruption is an important manifestation of the failure 
of ethics. Among the most common causes of corruption are the political and economic environment, 
professional ethics and morality and, of course, habits, customs, tradition, and demography. 
Explain in what way it becomes an economic imperative apart from being moral imperative. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to address the evil of corruption to ensure progress and development of the 
country. 
Introduction: 

Corruption is “giving or obtaining advantage through means which are illegitimate, immoral, and/or 

inconsistent with one’s duty or the rights of others.” 

Corruption is an important manifestation of the failure of ethics. It is unfortunate that corruption 

has, for many, become a matter of habit, ranging from grand corruption involving persons in high 

places to retail corruption touching the everyday life of common people. 

Body: 

Economic cost of corruption: 

Corrupted economies are not able to function properly because corruption prevents the natural laws 

of the economy from functioning freely. As a result, corruption in a nation’s political and economic 

operations causes its entire society to suffer. According to the World Bank, the average income in 

countries with a high level of corruption is about a third of that of countries with a low level of 

corruption. Also, the infant mortality rate in such countries is about three times higher and the 

literacy rate is 25% lower. No country has been able to completely eliminate corruption, but studies 

show that the level of corruption in countries with emerging market economies is much higher than 

it is in developed countries. 

High Prices for Low Quality: 

Corruption in the way deals are made, contracts are awarded, or economic operations are carried 

out, leads to monopolies or oligopolies in the economy. Those business owners who can use their 

connections or money to bribe government officials can manipulate policies and market mechanisms 

to ensure they are the sole provider of goods or services in the market. 

Monopolists, because they do not have to compete against alternative providers, tend to keep their 

prices high and are not compelled to improve the quality of goods or services they provide by 

market forces that would have been in operation if they had significant competition. Embedded in 
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those high prices are also the illegal costs of the corrupt transactions that were necessary to create 

such a monopoly. If, for example, a home construction company had to pay bribes to officials to be 

granted licenses for operations, these costs incurred will, of course, be reflected in artificially high 

housing prices. 

Inefficiently Allocated Resources: 

In best practice, companies choose their suppliers via tender processes (requests for tender or 

requests for proposal), which serve as mechanisms to enable the selection of suppliers offering the 

best combination of price and quality. This ensures the efficient allocation of resources. In corrupted 

economies, the companies that otherwise would not be qualified to win the tenders are often 

awarded projects as a result of unfair or illegal tenders (e.g. tenders that involve kickbacks). 

This results in excessive expenditure in the execution of projects and substandard or failed projects, 

leading to overall inefficiency in the use of resources. Public procurement is perhaps most 

vulnerable to fraud and corruption due to the large size of financial flows involved. It’s estimated 

that in most countries, public procurement constitutes between 15% and 30% of gross domestic 

product (GDP). 

Uneven Distribution of Wealth: 

Corrupted economies are characterized by a disproportionately small middle class and significant 

divergence between the living standards of the upper class and lower class. Because most of the 

country’s capital is aggregated in the hands of oligarchs or persons who back corrupted public 

officials, most of the created wealth also flows to these individuals. 

In a corrupt economy, small businesses are not widely spread and are usually discouraged because 

they face unfair competition and illegal pressures by large companies that are connected with 

government officials. Certain industries are more prone to corruption than others, making small 

businesses in these sectors even more vulnerable to unethical business practices. 

Low Stimulus for Innovation: 

Because little confidence can be placed in the legal system of corrupted economies in which legal 

judgments can be rigged, potential innovators cannot be certain their invention will be protected by 

patents and not copied by those who know they can get away with it by bribing the authorities. 

There is thus a disincentive for innovation, and as a result, emerging countries are usually the 

importers of technology because such technology is not created within their own societies. 

A Shadow Economy Exists: 

Small businesses in corrupt countries tend to avoid having their businesses officially registered with 

tax authorities to avoid taxation. As a result, the income generated by many businesses exists 

outside the official economy, and thus are not subject to state taxation or included in the calculation 

of the country’s GDP. 

Another negative of shadow businesses is they usually pay their employees decreased wages, lower 

than the minimum amount designated by the government. Also, they do not provide acceptable 

working conditions, including appropriate health insurance benefits for employees. 

Low Foreign Investment and Trade: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 79 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Corruption is one of the disincentives for foreign investment. Investors who seek a fair, competitive 

business environment will avoid investing in countries where there is a high level of corruption. 

While investing in emerging markets remains a popular investment area, investors are naturally 

hesitant to put their money at risk in countries known to have high corruption levels. Studies show a 

direct link between the level of corruption in a country and measurements of the competitiveness of 

its business environment. 

Poor Education and Healthcare: 

A working paper of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) shows corruption has an adverse impact 

on the quality of education and healthcare provided in countries with emerging economies. 

Corruption increases the cost of education in countries where bribery and connections play an 

important role in the recruitment and promotion of teachers. As a result, the quality of education 

decreases and this affects the overall health of the economy. 

Also, corruption in the designation of healthcare providers and recruitment of personnel, as well as 

the procurement of medical supplies and equipment, in emerging economies results in inadequate 

healthcare treatment and a substandard or restricted, medical supply, lowering the overall quality of 

healthcare. 

Conclusion: 

Many countries with emerging economies suffer from a high level of corruption that slows their 

overall development. The entire society is affected as a result of the inefficient allocation of 

resources, the presence of a shadow economy, and low-quality education and healthcare. 

Corruption thus makes these societies worse off and lowers the living standards of most of their 

populations. Hence, Elimination of corruption is not only a moral imperative but an economic 

necessity. 

Case Studies on above issues. 

In Beed district of Maharashtra, 50 per cent of the women have been reported for 

hysterectomies. These women are as young as 25. The majorities of these women are 

cane cutters and migrate to the sugar belt of western Maharashtra during the cane 

cutting season; with the drought intensifying, the number of migrants multiplies. The 

contractor is keen to have women without wombs in his group of cane cutters, as 

they incur financial loses when any of the labourer goes for maternity leave. 

Moreover, menstruating women demand rest and toilets facilities. However, it is an 

unofficial dictum and contractors say that women are doing it voluntarily. It has also 

been observed that the child sex ratio in this district is an abysmal 807. For 

hysterectomies and abortion, the numbers of illegal clinics continue to proliferate in 

the district. Identify the ethical issues in above situation. As a DM magistrate of the 

concerned district, identify the course of action. What innovative steps you will take 

to solve this problem? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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The question is a case study. According to government reports reviewed by activists, 4500 
hysterectomies were conducted in Beed in the last three years. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Evaluate the ethical issues involved in the case study and suggest your course of action as the DM. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Maharashtra’s drought-stricken district of Beed hit the headlines recently when reports emerged of 
an unusually high rate of hysterectomies among its women. 
Body: 
The question is an ethical case study that involves identification of the stakeholders and ethical issues 
thus involved. 
Discuss what the issue is and what the causative factors of it are. 
Identify the ethical angles in the case study. Discuss the course of action you would take as the DM of 
the district. 
Suggest innovative steps to address the problem. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
Introduction: 

The principle of bodily integrity sums up the right of each human being, to autonomy and self-

determination over their own body. It not only covers unconsented physical intrusion as a human 

rights violation but as well as coercion or causing situations where a person though voluntarily 

undergoes a procedure but it is to secure livelihood. 

In the above case study, prima facie it appears that many women from Beed, Maharashtra maybe 

opting undergo hysterectomies but it is order to enable them to work uninterrupted rather out of an 

objective to achieve family planning. 

The stake holder involved are the vulnerable women of Beed, the cane contractors, doctors 

running illegal clinic, myself as the DM of Beed. It also involves an element of national interest as 

the child sex ratio is abysmally low. 

The ethical issues involved in the above case are as follows: 

▪ Harming the bodily integrity of women of Beed both directly and we as indirectly. This amounts 

to exploitation which illegal and immoral. 

▪ Violation of labour laws by contractors by not providing adequate facilities for labour women 

like rest and sanitary facilities. This is non fulfilment of responsibility as well as breaking of the 

law. 

▪ Illegal clinics which not only break the law but also endanger the health of the patients. It is 

blatant violation of medical ethics. 

▪ As an incidental finding, the child sex ratio which is far below the national average of 914, it 

points towards missing girl childs of India. It is discrimination in the society and points 

towards failure of administration in preventing it. 

As the DM of Beed, I would take the following the course of action: 

Firstly, I would ascertain the facts of the case. I would approach the women migrant labourers and 

ask them the reason, in an empathetic manner, behind the hysterectomies especially among the 
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lower age group. If they were coerced in any way or were they given any false information or were 

they under any undue pressure. 

Secondly, in case of any forceful or coerced hysterectomy I would take legal action against and 

erring contractors while ensuring the further safety of the affected migrant women from any 

backlash from the side of the contractor. 

Thirdly, I would gather sufficient intelligence in collaboration with SP of Beed and other relevant 

agency and undertake a strict crackdown on illegal abortion and hysterectomy clinics. Book the 

offenders under relevant acts. I would ensure strict compliance with PCPNDT act. 

I know that the above actions are reactive in nature. Hence, finally, I would now take proactive steps 

to create awareness about ill-effects of unnecessary hysterectomies and medical prcoedures in 

women especially among the migrant labourers. Involving NGO’s in order to create awareness about 

rights of migrant labourers. Also, would create sufficient awareness among contractor group about 

implementation of labour code for migrant labourers and ask labour inspectors of Beed to monitor 

its implementation. 

Some innovative steps I would take to in this scenario would be ensure all migrants are registered in 

the Shramik Setu App so that they can avail all the facilities and schemes are meant for them. This 

will be followed by providing them with Universal Ration Cards, so that they can avail PDS facilities 

anywhere in the country. Last but not the least, in order to address the issue of low child sex ratio, 

would engage prominent and famous local women Beed and highlighting their success stories in 

schools, public places as part of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao mission of the government. 

Conclusion: 

According to Canlon’s contractualism, an act is wrong if its performance under the circumstances 

would be disallowed by any set of principles for the general regulation of behaviour that no one 

could reasonably reject as a basis for informed, unforced, general agreement. This case makes sure 

that the contractualism as a distinctive account of moral reasoning is taken in to account and actions 

are ethically justified. 
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Due to the contemporary developments in the information technology and 

convergence, the accesses of adults and children to media including variety of 

entertainment have increased. The children have impressionable minds and the 

quality of entertainment would have a bearing on them even when they grow adults. 

One moderately rich family has two children who have given mobile phones to their 

children with internet connection so that they can complement their studies with 

huge amount of information and aids available on the internet. Father encourage 

children to ‘grow with the   technology of their times’ and rather than ‘forcing 

discipline’ on them. However, there is also misuse of information technology. The 

students are engaging in many undesirable activities outside the school, especially 

their exposure to many computer games (Blue Whale Challenge, Dead Space 2, 

Mortal Kombat, Medal of Honour, Call of Duty Black OPS, New Vegas etc.), which are 

known to be fatal and addictive, impinging on their education and value systems. In 

this context, what steps parents can take to stop such new and pervasive kind of 

menace due to the unrestricted use of the computers and mobile phones? Also 

discuss importance of “forced discipline” in this case. (250 words) 
Why the question: 
The question is a case study based on the effect of growing technology on children. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Analyse the case study in detail and explain the steps that Parents need to take to avoid and stop the 
menace of gaming and other technology related issues on children. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the fact that – In the contemporary world, we suffer from information explosion 
and are consumed by the influence of technology where the rational mind takes over the emotional 
mind. 
Body: 
Discuss the nuances of the case – As in the above case overuse of mobile phones are having 
detrimental effect on children. As children have low maturity level and have impressionable brains 
thus vulnerable to distractions. 
Thus for disciplining children, parents have to take both carrot and stick approach as well as 
educating and creating awareness about the side effects of mobile phones. 
“Carrots” are privileges that have to be earned or incentives that will motivate them to do complete 
their task. These rewards are such as watching television, playing a computer game, or going outside 
to play with their friends. 
“Sticks” on the other hand, are punishment or disciplinary actions for work not done or when a child 
disobeys his or her parents. This punishment does not mean caning the child. 
It is about emplacing the fear that will keep them away from the distractions. Apart from that 
parents should make sure that child has access to age appropriate online sites which do not promote 
unethical behaviour or violence. 
They should also observe child’s behaviour closely to get to know about any unusual changes like 
moodiness, less or no communication, lack of interest in studies and falling grades. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude with importance of discipline and sometimes forced discipline. 
Introduction: 

                Technology is double edged sword. Technology has undoubtedly advanced society on a 

broad scale. The creation of the internet has connected the world in a way that was impossible 

before and technological advancements in medicine have saved millions of lives. Given the 

magnitude of these enhancements, it is easy to overlook the negative impacts technology can have 

on our lives. Nevertheless, there are many problems created by technology that need to be 

acknowledged. Two major issues with the growth of technology going forward are its unequal 

distribution amongst socioeconomic groups and its negative impact on mental health. 

In this above case, the technology which was made available to children for the educational and 

academic development has ended up harming them in form to digital addiction to games. They 

addiction which is not only an issue in itself but can also affect the academic performance of the 

children in a negative way, which was the reason which to give it to the children in the first place! 

Sort of creating a double jeopardy. 

Body: 

Internet addiction among children is a growing concern. Online access is a vital part of the modern 

world and an important tool in our children’s education. In addition, it is a highly entertaining and 

informative medium. However, these very qualities also make it an enticing escape for many 

children. They can be anyone in an online chat room, or play thrilling and challenging games against 

other players from all corners of the globe. With the click of a mouse, they can enter a different 

world where the problems they perceive in their real lives are no longer present, and all the things 

one wishes he or she could be, do, or experience are possible. 

With kids ages 8 to 18 spending on average 44.5 hours per week in front of screens, parents are 

increasingly concerned that compulsive internet usage is robbing them of real world experiences. 

Nearly 23% of youth report that they feel “addicted to video games” (31% of males, 13% of females.) 

Beyond gaming, kids are filling their free time with other internet activities: social networking, 

instant messaging (IM), blogging, downloading, gaming, etc. These are impacts on children with 

pathological Internet use: 

▪ Loses track of time while online 

▪ Sacrifices needed hours of sleep to spend time online 

▪ Becomes agitated or angry when online time is interrupted 

▪ Checks email or online messages several times a day 

▪ Becomes irritable if not allowed access to the internet 

▪ Spends time online in place of homework or chores 

▪ Prefers to spend time online rather than with friends or family 

▪ Disobeys time limits that have been set for internet usage 

▪ Lies about amount of time spent online or “sneaks” online when no one is around 

▪ Forms new relationships with people he or she has met online 
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▪ Seems preoccupied with getting back online when away from the computer 

▪ Loses interest in activities that were enjoyable before he or she had online access 

▪ Becomes irritable, moody or depressed when not online 

Like addiction to drugs and alcohol, the internet offers children and adolescents a way to escape 

painful feelings or troubling situations. They sacrifice needed hours of sleep to spend time online 

and withdraw from family and friends to escape into a comfortable online world that they have 

created and shaped. 

Children who lack rewarding or nurturing relationships or who suffer from poor social and coping 

skills are at greater risk of developing inappropriate or excessive online habits. Because they feel 

alone, alienated, and may have problems making new friends, they turn to invisible strangers in 

online chat rooms looking for the attention and companionship missing from their real lives. They 

may come from families with significant problems at home, or experience bullying or difficulty 

socializing in school and extracurricular activities, so they cope with their problems by spending time 

online. 

Steps needed to prevent this menace: 

▪ Address the problem: The parent needs to take some time to think about what needs to be said 

and to prepare for the likely emotional response from the child. A child who is addicted to the 

internet or becoming addicted to it will feel threatened at the very idea of curbing computer or 

screen time. A parent needs to be prepared for an emotional outburst laden with accusatory 

phrases designed to make the parent feel guilty or inadequate. It is important not to respond to 

the emotion—or worse: get sidetracked with a lecture on disrespect. Acknowledge your child’s 

feelings but stay focused on the topic of his or her internet use. 

▪ Show you care: It will help to begin your discussion by reminding your child that you love them 

and that you care about their happiness and well-being. Children and teens often interpret 

questions about their behavior as blame and criticism. You need to reassure your child that you 

are not condemning them. Rather, tell your child you are concerned about some of the changes 

you have seen in their behavior and refer to those changes in specific terms: fatigue, declining 

grades, giving up hobbies, social withdrawal, etc. Assign an internet time log—tell your child that 

you would like to see an account of just how much time they spend online each day and which 

internet activities they engage in. 

▪ Remind them that, with television, you can monitor their viewing habits more easily, but with 

the internet, you need their help and cooperation to become appropriately involved. Put them 

on the honor system to keep the log themselves for a week or two to build trust between you. 

▪ Become more computer-savvy: Checking history folders and internet logs, learning about 

parental monitoring software, and installing filters all require a degree of computer savviness. It 

is important for every parent to learn the terminology (both technical and popular) and be 

comfortable with the computer, at least enough to know what your child is doing online. Take an 

active interest in the internet and learn about where your child goes online. 

▪ Set reasonable rules and boundaries: Many parents get angry when they see the signs of 

internet addiction in their child and take the computer away as a form of punishment. Others 

become frightened and force their child to quit cold turkey, believing that is the only way to get 

rid of the problem. Both approaches invite trouble—your child will internalize the message that 
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they are bad; they will look at you as the enemy instead of an ally; and they will suffer real 

withdrawal symptoms of nervousness, anger, and irritability. Instead, work with your child to 

establish clear boundaries for limited internet usage. 

▪ Allow perhaps an hour per night after homework, with a few extra weekend hours. Stick to your 

rules and remember that you’re not trying to control your child or change who they are—you 

are working to help them free themselves from a psychological dependence. Finally, make the 

computer visible. Create a rule that non-homework-related computer usage should only happen 

in more public areas of the home, where your child is more likely to interact with you or other 

members of the household. 

Discipline isn’t just about giving kids consequences. Instead, it ensures children are gaining the skills 

they need to become responsible adults. There are many types of discipline and various approaches 

to parenting. But ultimately, regardless of the type of discipline a parent uses, discipline offers kids 

many benefits. 

▪ Discipline Helps Kids Manage Anxiety: When adults offer positive and negative consequences, 

kids grow and learn. Kids who have overly permissive parents often experience anxiety because 

they have to make adult decisions. The lack of guidance and the absence of leadership can be 

very unsettling for kids. 

▪ Discipline Teaches Kids to Make Good Choices: Appropriate discipline teaches kids how to make 

good choices. For example, when a child loses his internet privileges for being rude, he learns 

how to make better choices next time. 

▪ Healthy discipline teaches kids alternative ways to get their needs met. Kids need to learn 

problem-solving skills, impulse control, and self-regulation skills from appropriate training. 

▪ Discipline Teaches Kids to Manage Emotions: strategies such as praise, can also teach kids how 

to deal with feelings. When you say, “You are working so hard to build that tower even though it 

is really hard to do. Keep up the good work,” your child learns about the importance of 

tolerating frustration. 

▪ Ignoring mild misbehavior can teach kids socially appropriate ways to manage their frustration 

as well. If you refuse to give in to a temper tantrum, your child will learn that’s not a good way to 

get his needs met. When you ignore whining, your child will learn that whining won’t change 

your behavior. 

▪ Discipline Keeps Kids Safe: The ultimate goal of discipline should be to keep kids safe. This 

includes major safety issues, such as looking both ways before crossing the road. There should 

be consequences when your child doesn’t take appropriate safety precautions. 

▪ Discipline should also address other health risks, such as preventing obesity. If you let your child 

eat whatever she wants, they may experience serious health risks. It’s important to set healthy 

limits and offer education to help your child learn to make healthy choices. 

Conclusion: 

It is important to distinguish the difference between consequences and punishments. When kids are 

disciplined with appropriate consequences they learn from their mistakes. Punishments, however, 

tend to mean that kids quickly learn how to not get caught when they misbehave. It is vital to draw a 

balance between positive and negative nudges and use them in an optimum manner to discipline 

the children 
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You are a doctor in a government hospital. One of your lady friends got married in 

very rich and influential family. However, with passage of time you came to know that 

the family is very conservative as she visited you to seek your help in determining sex 

of the child at fetus stage. As her in-laws want a boy child to act as inheritor of the 

family. They have also ordered to abort the child if it is girl. Later her in-laws insisted 

hard and connected the doctor with the health minister on mobile phone. The 

minister said the doctor to help them in all possible manners without saying anything 

about the issue at hand. Thus reporting about the issue to police is waste. Answer the 

following questions: (a) What are the ethical dilemmas in the above case? (b) Do you 

think that your moral obligation also demands to help your friend? (250 words) 
Why the question: 
Case study based. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is based on the ethical issue concerning the determination of sex of the fetus. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss about the context of the question first. 
Body: 
Sex ratio, an important social indicator measuring extent of prevailing equity between males and 
females in a society, is defined as number of females per 1000 males. Changes in sex ratio reflect 
underlying socio-economic and cultural patterns of a society. The family is well educated and affluent 
and then also they are moving for this test in lieu for male child. Also in the above case doctor is 
being persuaded or ordered to go for sex selective test by the Health Minister. 
The ethical dilemma will be whether to follow the medical and moral duty of saving a fetus or saving 
the friend in need from the pressure of her in-laws by accepting their demands or follow the orders of 
the seniors. 
Discuss the case involved – ethical dilemma and how as an ethical doctor you would do your duty. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by justifying your stand. 
Introduction: 
                The challenge of gender is long-standing, probably going back millennia, so all stakeholders 
are collectively responsible for its resolution. India must confront the societal preference, even 
meta-preference for a son, which appears inoculated to development. The skewed sex ratio in favor 
of males led to the identification of “missing” women. But there may be a meta-preference 
manifesting itself in fertility stopping rules contingent on the sex of the last child, which notionally 
creates “unwanted” girls, estimated at about 21 million. 
Stakeholders involved: 
1. My friend as person who is being forced to undergo abortion 
2. The family of my friend who is forcing her 
3. The doctor in-charge of the procedure 
4. Health minister who is complicit on the act 
5. The law. As going through with it is violation of PC-PNDT act, 1994. 
6. Myself as a doctor and as well as friend 

1. What are the ethical dilemmas in the above case: 
1. The conflict of Professional duty as a doctor and personal friendship. 
2. The dilemma of preventing going through the sex determination test. 
3. The dilemma on the part of the other doctor in preventing an illegal and unethical act of 
abortion or coming in disobeying the diktat of health minister. 
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4. Conflict between keeping the matter under wraps and reporting it to the relevant 
authorities if they family insist of doing something illegal. 
  (b)        When we look at the facts of the case closely, the lady is a friend who is under considerable 
familial pressure to do an illegal act. That act will not only put her in legal trouble but also may put 
her life in danger. Also, it involves coercion of the doctor from the health minister which the abuse 
of authority to do something inhumane, unethical and act which will result in the loss of an unborn 
life. 
I am definitely in moral obligation to help my friend but I am also under legal obligation to report 
such act as well ethical obligation under medical ethics to prevent such act from happening. 
Firstly, I would counsel my friend that her agreement with her in-laws will get them all under legal 
trouble and moreover it is a sin to take the life of an unborn fetus. If they do not agree to abandon 
their immoral pursuit, I would tell them I would be reporting the matter of the police. 
Next, I would talk to the duty doctor not to cave in to the pressure of the health minister as he 
would be the one accountable if any inquiry happens. We would apprise of the matter to District 
Health Officer and tell him the action we took. If the minister further tries to put pressure on us, I 
would remind him he would be contravening the PC-PNDT act 1994 and he could also be in trouble if 
the word gets out in the media as he is the health minister. 
After that, I would follow up on the matter. I would like to keep in touch with my friend to see that 
they are employing any other ways to circumvent the law especially in any illegal clinics for sex 
determination and abortion. 
Finally, the root of this problem is prevailing patriarchal mindset and lack of awareness. I would refer 
my friend and her husband to family counselling so that they can understand the importance of girl 
child and the bad effects of breaking the law. I would encourage them to spread the message to her 
in-laws as well. 
Conclusion: 
                The girls in this country have been victims in the womb as well as outside it. It is been going 
since time immemorial. It is vital for us to remaining vigilant, follow and respect the law of the land. 
We have no right to terminate the life of fetus on account that it is a girl. It is a sin – morally, It is 
crime – legally and an absolute wrong act – ethically. It time to go beyond “Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao” and celebrate the birth of girl child, because they can do wonders to our society, country 
and the world. 
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