" INSIGHTSIAS

INSTACURREMNAFFAIRS

SEPTEMBER 20



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Table of Contents

GENERAL STUDGHES...........ccceeveienrnes momes 6 1. What is an "office of profit"?.........ccccceeuene. 25
2. Centre allows five states to Borrow............ 27
Topics: Indian culture will cover theatient aspects of _ _ _
Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to Topics: Separation of powers between variousgans
MOCEIN tIMES......vvecveceeeeeeeeee e 6 dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions......28
1. Rae Renati Chola era inscription unearthed®6 1. Delhi HC order to Brldge Dlgltal divide....... 28
2. HAMPIL e 7 2. Lok Adalat.........ccooiiiiiiiic 29
3. 551 K21 LlyIF5SaK 2S0AyA NJ ASNASE 2V atdzval o
KAZG2NR O LISNB.LISONAGSE YT Topics:Parliamentand StateLegislatures; structure,
4. Who was Subramaniya Bharathiyar?........... 8 functioning, conduct of business, powers &
5. In News Dhrupad:.........ccccevevevevevevevenerennen. 9 privilegesand issues arising outf these.................... 30
6. Kakat|ya Dynasty __________________________________________ 9 1. Mekedatu prOjeCt'. ....................................... 30
2. What are Supplementary Demands for Grants?
Topics: Modern Indian histor from about the middle of XXKXXRXXKXXRXKKKXKXXKXKXKKKXK3L
the eighteenth century until the presentsignificant 3. Roles and limitations of &t Committees:...32
events, Personalities, ISSUES..........coovveeererereemeren. 10 4. Termination of Session...........c.ccccoooen 33
1. Sree Narayana GUILL..........cccceevemevmnnnnnnnnnnn 10
2. Dr. Radhakrishnan:............ccccccoovuevevevnnnnns, 11 Topics:Structure,organizationand functioning of the
3. a2l K NA 23 Sguere repog:2 ¥ NFESERYtveandthe Judiciary Ministries and
4. Govind Ballabh Pant:..........cc.cccccoovcmvue... 13 Departmentsof the Govenment; pressure groups and
5. tFNIAFYSyG 27F.22N.RMa wIematkinfamakassociations and thi role in the
6. 125th b”‘th anruversary Ce|ebrat|ons Of Sn PO“ty ........................................................................ 34
Viswanatha Satyanarayana.................cc.c........ 15 1. International Covenant on Civil and Political
RIgNtS: ..o 34
Topics:TheFreedomStrugglec its various stages and 2. What is Judicial Disqualification or Recusal¥5
important contributors /contributions from 3. tfESE F2NJ WES3IFtE Sy.u.360 e ¢
different parts of the country. ..........cccceeevniieiiiiiinn. 15
1. PunnaparaVayalar revolt............cccc.o......... 15 Topics:Salient features of theRepresentationof
2. Bhagat Singhi...ccccceiiiiiiieieie e 16 t S2 LACE. Q& oo, 37
1. Criminalisation of politicS:.......ccccccceeviiinnnnne 37
Topics: Salient features of Indian Society’ Diversity of 2. EC revises timeline for candidates............. 38
NI e 17
1. NSO timeuse SUNVEY:.....cocverevrrrerieeeeeeenenn. 17 Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts,
powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Topics: Women and women related issues............. 18 Constitutional Bodi€S........covueeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeen 38
1.  Whatis ODF+ and ODF++2........ccooceuneenee.. 18 1. Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sahha.............. 38
2. Deputy Speaker of Lakabha:..........cccc......... 40
3. No-confidence motioragainst RS Deputy
GENERAL STUDJES.............ccoe e 20 Chairman:..........ccoiiii e 40
4.  When can MPs be suspended from the House?
Topics: Indian Constitutionhistorical underpinnings, 00 0000000000000 000000 000 vni
evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic struatre; Comparison of the Indian Topics: Statutory, regukary and various quasjudicial
constitutional scheme with that of other countries..20 DOTIES.....eveiieeeeee e 42
1. Whatis a review petition2............c..oeeeuunee 20 1. Committee on Content Regulation in
2. Who was Keavananda Bharati?................ 21 Governmen Advertising (CCRGA):.....................: 42
3. 2KFG O2yadAaddziSa I oNBF OKy 2etvitdaFolrs btayaeNan&:a. ... 42
pr|V|Iege? ............................................................. 22 3. National Human R|ght3 Commission (NHR@:
4. The National Capital Territory of Delhi 4. About the Central Pollution Control Board. 44
(Amendment) Bill, 2020:.....ccccviieiiieeieeeeeeee 23 5. National Medical Commission:.........ovvvvii.. 45
5. Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of B. National Coopera’uve De\/elopment Corporaﬂon
Parliament (Anendment) Bill, 2020 passed in Lok (NCDC )it 45
SaAbaAN:...c 24 7. NPPA caps price of Liquid Medical Oxygen and
Medical Oxygen cylinders:............ccccuvieieeeneannnn. 46
Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union
and the States, issues and chaliges pertaining to Topics: Government policies and interventions for
the federal structure, devolution of powersand development in various sectors and issues arising out
financesup to locallevelsand challengegherein.......25 of their design and implementation.........................46

www.insightsonindia.com 1 InsightslAS

Qx



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

1. Adjusted gross revenue (AGR):........cc.ee... 46

2. Special Marriage Act, 1954...........ccceeeennn AT

3. Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of
SEALES. ..o A8

4.  Mid-day meal scheme:..........ccccooviiiiinnnnn 49

5. Fiwe Star Villages Scheme:.............c.cconee. 20

6. Pesticides Management Bill, 2020.............. 51

7. Essential Commodities Bill Passed............ 52

8. Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) ittt 53

9. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2020:...cuiiiee i 53
10. New Defence Acquisition Procedure of 2020
(DAP 2020):. ueeeeeiiiiieeeeeeiiieee e esriee e 54
11. Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency
in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
ACE 20B:. i 55

Topics: Development processes and the development
industry- the role of NGOs, SHGSs, various groups
and associationsdonors, charities, institutional and

other stakeholders.........cccccccvviiiiiiiiiiic 56
1. The young child outcomes index and the young
child environment index released...................... 56
2. What are Gram Panchayat Development Plans
(GPDP) and NRP2.....ccoiiiiiiie et 56
3. Questions over FCRA nod for PM CARES:57
4.  Samarth Scheme:..........ccccoovviiiiiiiineieennnnn. 58
5. Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan.:....................... 59
6. Sweet sellers need to display 'best before date'
from 1 October, orders FSSAL-.........ccovveereeinnnn 60
7. Uniform @de of Pharmaceutical Marketing
Practices (UCPMPB)............ouviiiiiieieee e, 60

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the
population by the Centre and States and the

performance of these schemes...........cccccceeviiiivieens 61
1. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana
(PMBUIP):ciii ittt 61

2. Maharashtra modifies Forest Rights Act.....62

3. TRAD AP oo, 71

Topics: Rie of civil services in a democracy............ 71
1. Mission KarmayogNational Programme for
Civil Services Capacity Building (NPCSCB)........71

Y R A

Topics: India and its neighbourhoedelations........... 73

1. GilgitBaltistan:............ccoceeiiiiiiiieiniiiieeees 73

2. Pak.toldtoallow dz§ Sy Qa&:..[.2.dzy7® S §

3. Indus Water Treaty:........cccceveeiivveeresiinnnnnn. 75
Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and
agreements involving Indiaand/ok F FSOGAYy 3 L
1) (T (TS £ T SRR 76

1. The Quad:.....cccooooieiiiieeiiiiiee e, 76

2. . wL/ { [ dzt G4§dzNB a.Ay.AAGSNRQ

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SC0Q)78

B, G20 79

5. India, China agree onoint action plan.......80

6. UnitedNations Convention on International

Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediatio8il

7. China says India violated border agments:..82

8. U.S. keen on finalising BECA at 2+2 dialog88:

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and

developingcazy i NAS& 2y LYRAI Q& A
0 F= T o o] - VPR OUPRPRRRI 84

1.  Qatari labour laws reforms..........cccccceeeeenn. 84

2. U.S. Foreign Agents ACL.........ccoccuvveeenninenn. 85

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies

and fora, their structure, mandate..................c....... 86
1. UNSC 1267 committee:......cccouvverererreeennrnnnd 86

2. Novichok and the CWC:..........cceeeeveeeinnnnnnd 86

3. North Atlantic Treaty Organization............. 38

4. International Atomic Engy Agency (IAEA):.89

5. 2KIG Aa adzy A @SNAEI.L..9f A

6. Association of World Election Bodies\WEB)91

7. G4 seeks timédound reform of Security Council:

XXXXXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX XX92
8. South Asian Association for Regional

Topics: Issues relating to development and Cooperation (SAARC) ... 93
management of Social Sector/Services relatitag 9. Conference on Interaction and Confidence
Health, Education, Human Resources.................... 63 Building Measures in Asia (CICA).......cccccevvnee. 94
1. NCRB report on accidental deattsuicides....63 10. Retrospective taxation: the Vodafone case,
2. Global Multidimensional Poverty Index.......64 and the Hague court ruling:..........cccccvvvveveeneenn.n. 95
3. WISHEGOK AY..LYy.RAL.Q..NBLZ NI Y11 G7 backs extension of debt freeze.......... 96
4,  What are Trans FatS2.........ccccceeereiiiiiinnns 66 12. Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child
5.  Whatis serial interval, and how can it be Health (PMNB): ..., 97
managed to control COVAlO?..........ccovvvvvrriinnnnnn. 67
6. Cat QUE VIIUS:.....coiiiiiiiiiieiee e e eee e 68
7. Second national SErsUIVEY:..........cccevvveee. 69 GENERAL STUDESS.......coovumiienienis s 98

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency
and accountability, egovernance applications, models,
successes, limitationsand potential; citizens charters,
transparency & accountability and institutional and
Other MeasUres.........ccccocveveerieesiimeesnee e snreeenen A 0

1.  SAROPPorts launched:..........ccocvevinvernnennns 70

2. Jammu and Kashmir Integrated Grievance

Redress and Monitoring System-{BRAMS)........ 70

www.insightsonindia.com

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning,
mobilization of resources, growth, developmerand

eMPIOYMENt......oiiiiiiiee e 98
1. What areOpen Market Operations?............ 98
2. StartUp Village Entrepreneurship Programme
(SVEP): ..ottt 99
3. EASE 2.0 Banking Reforms Index.............. 29

4. RBIl issues draft on rupee IR derivatives:..100
InsightslAS

y e

AAO



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

5. Basel lilcompliant bonds:............ccccceennee 101
6. What are International Financial Services

Centres (IFSC)2....uiiiiiiiiiee e 102
7. What are govt securitieS?............ccceeeeenee. 102
8. WhatisSacCesS2...ccooeeveiiiiiiiiieieeieerieeeeeeeenn 103

9. Domestic Systemically Important Insurers (D
SHSPLXXXX XX XXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXX..104

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from.il.05
1. Index Linked Products in the life insurance
SEOMENT .t 105
2. Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 20205
3.  What are norbanking financial companies

4. RBI extends enhanced borrowing limit for lxan
XXXXKXK XXX XXX XX XX XXX XXX XXX.107

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm
subsidies and minimum suppoyrices; Public
Distribution System objectives,functioning,
limitations, revamping;issuesof buffer stocksand food
security; Technologymissions;economicsof animak

(=TT g oo TR TSRO OTPPPTN 107
1. Pradhan Mntri Matsya Sampada Yojana
[AUNCNEA: ... ...t 107
2. Rashtriya Gokul Mission:.............coeeeuueene 108
3. The 3 Farmers Bills Afithe Controversies
Surrounding em:.........coooiii e 109

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy,
changes in industrial policy and their eftts on

industrial growth...........cccccciic 111
1. Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS):
111
2. CAROTAR 2020 Rules.........c.ccecvvvreeennnen 112
3. What is the production linked incentive scheme
for electronics manufacturers?............cceeccveee 112

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Aisor

RailWays €tCu...ccvviveiiiiiiiii e 113
1. Coal Gasification andquefaction............... 113
2.  Streets for People Challenge launched....114
3.  Electricity Act amendment:....................... 115
4. Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 passed in
Parliament:........cccooveiiirie e 116
5. Draft Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules,
2020 e 116

Topics: Investment models.........ccccooviiieeieeniine 117
1. Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) model:

117

2. NHAlplans to monetise ithighways through
INVITS e 117

Topics: Science and Technoleglevelopments and
their applications and effectén everyday life
Achievements of Indians in science & technology;
indigenization of £chnology and developing new
tECHNOIOGY ... e 118
1. WoNX RQa
2. Global Innovation Index 2020 released:...119

www.insightsonindia.com

[ I NB.SAG....{.2.118) ¢ NB S5y

3

3. Entreprenarrs in Residence (EIR) programme:
XXXXXXKXXXKXXXX XXX XXX XXXXXXX.120

4.  National Biopharma Mission (NBM).......... 120

5. India joins US, Russia, China hypersonic Missile

club:121

6. First World Solar Technology Summit.......122

7. Aatmanirbhar Bharat ARI&al New India

Challenges launched...............cocciviiiveeeneneeenn. 123

8. Ranking of States on Support to Startup

ECOSYSIEMS:...ovviiiieiiee e 124

9.  NIMHANS develops new Indian Brain Templates,

brain atlas: ..., 125

10. Postage Stamp released oFSAT............ 126

11.  WhatisKS WCSt dzRI @9 GSad 7

approved by INdia2.........cooovviiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 126

12, Hydrogenenriched compressed natural gas

(HCNG): ittt 127
TOpICS: AWArenNess IMIBICE. ..uuveeivreeeeeieieesiieee e 128

1. Merger of two black holes......................... 128

2. Asteroid 465824...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeen 129

3. Moonmay be rusting, shows ISRO's

Chandrayaan 1 imagesS:............ccoeecvvvvvveeeneennnn. 130

4.  Whatis Solar Cycle 252........cccccceiiiiiinnns 131

5. bl {! Qa

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers,
robotics, nancetechnology, bietechnology and issues

relating to intellectual property rights..................... 133
1. wSR . dzf £ Qa LJX SI .2 .183NJ |
2. Whatis net neutrality?............cooeiivirnnneen 135
3.  Whatis NonPersonal Data’...................... 135
4, GPay can share UPI data under law, says Google

XXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXX XX KXXXKXXXX. 136

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental
pollution and degradation, environmental impact

ASSESSMENE. ..ttt 137
1. Green Term Aheallarket (GTAM)............. 137
2.  State to declare 600 acres of /&g as reserve
FOrEST: 138
3. Draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
notification 2020:.........ccvveevveeeeeiieiieeee e 138
4.  What are National Parks2................cecuvee 140

5. Low ozone over Brahmapat River Valley:..140
6. Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework

(CSCAF) 2.0: ittt 141
7.  Net Present Value (NPV):i......coovvvirinnnenn. 141
8. Methane in Krishn&odavari (KG) basin:..142
9. Living Plaet Report 2020:..........ccoocvveeeenne 143

10. Assam Oil Well Fire, Gas Leakage Largely
Tamed: XX XX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXXXX..144

11. About the Policy on Promotioof City
COMPOSLE:.ciiiiiiiieiiiiii e 145
12. Global Initiative to reduce Land Degradation
and Coral Reef program:...........cccccoeviiiinennnnen. 146
13. Blue flag programme:.............ccecvvvvvneen. 147
14, ‘Beach Environment and Aesthetics

Management Services' (BEAMS) program....... 148
Environment Pollution (Prevention and

InsightslAS

2 N.

a2y ATAQLAGA232LINE 2 S



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

16. Namami Gange Programme................. 149
Topics: Disaster and management....................... 150
1. 2 KF{d O2dzerFa DI2&R.OK!.O.0150

2. Kerala to have certified snake handlers....151

Topics: Rolef external state and norstate actors in

creating challenges to internal security.................. 151
1. Enemy properties:......cccccceevvvveeeiiiineennenns 151
2. Unlawful Activities (Prevention)ck............. 153

Topics: Challenges to internal security through
communication networks, role of media and social
networking sitesin internal securitychallengespasics
of cybersecurity;money-launderingandits prevention

1. National Security Act, 1980:..........ccceee.... 154
2. Ban on Chinese Mobile apps.................... 155
3. Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCREH6
4, CableTV Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995157
5. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act............ 158
6. Official Secrets ACt.........cccocvivieeeiiennnnennn. 159
7. w. L NBftSIFasSa R20dzySyi
)9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.0.9.9.9.0.90.9.9.9.9.0.9.9.0.0 Sl
8. Fugtive economic offenders (FEQ)............ 160

Topics: Security challenges and their management in
border areas; linkages of oemnized crime wih

TEITOMISM. weviiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee e 160

1. 2Kk )\é uKS AYLERNI I yOS

¢tazQa azdziuk..o. o I U/ - G 160
Topics: Various Security forcesmd agencies and their
MANAALE..........cooeeiiee e 162

1. Special Frontier FOrce:.........cccooovvviiiinneen. 162

2. Assam RifleS:........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i, 162

3.  HC asks Centre to decide on control over Assam

RIFIES e 163

4, 2KIFG Aa !'tQa ySg .{.LD8OAI

5. National Investigation Agency (NIA).......... 164

ARTICLES COVERED PREVIOUSLY:..166

1.  HouseCommittees:.........cuuuveeeveeeeeriiiiians 166
2. Special Marriage ACLi........ccoceerriieieernnnnn 166
3. Special Benches to hear cases against legislators:
166
4.  Government delares Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) for Rabi Crops:......cccooeveeeiiiiiieeees e 166
5. Ban on NSCH......cccocviiiiiiiiiiie e, 166
FACTS FOR PRELIMS............ccoeeiii e 167
1.  Baltic NationS:.....ccccceeeeviiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeee, 167
2. Hamas:......n 167
3. Places in New<rete Island........................ 167
4, Question HOUL:........ccuuuiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 167
5.  Placesin NewsChushul:.............cccvvieeeeen. 168
6. 3 more official languagefor J&K................ 168
7. Mundra Port:.......ccccooceeiiiiiiiienieee e 168

www.insightsonindia.com

8. AIMA Chanakya National Management Games:
XXXKKX XX XX XXX XXX XXX XX XX XXXK.168

9. INDRANAVY ..ottt 168

10. Yanomami people and blood gold......... 169

11. Section 144(2) of the Railway Act, 1989469

12. Rashtriya Poshan Maah....................... 169
13. First ever International Day of Clean Air For
Blue SKIES:......eveeiieiiiiiie et 169
14. Who takes a call on central security cover to
private individualsn India?..........cccccccvvveeeennnnnn. 169
15. Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace............... 170
16. August rain second highest in a centurnyt70
17. Gurupriya Bridge:........cccocoveeeiiiiiiinenns 170
18. Patrika Gate in Jaipur........ccccocvveeennns 170
19. International Literacy Day:..................... 170
20. What is Real Mangayhich was in news
(Tt =] 011 Y PR 171
21. Narcotics Control Bureau...................... 171
22. Honorary Consul...........occeveeiiniiiieennnns 171

23. {2dziK LYRAI Q& maid I yR
Train: XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXXXXX..171

24, Shikshak Parv Initiative:.............cceveeeee. 171
25./ . HgQasd)B.0.S.NE.S.QdzNA.0.8.Y..171
26. Rafale aircraft:............cccocoeveriiiiiinnnnnnn, 172
27. WHO South East Asia Regian.............. 172
28. brdA2ytrt {GFGAAGAOLN T
report on edCation:..........cc.eeeevriiereeiniieeee e 172
29, What is "letter of credence" that is

sometimes heard in NEWS2.............ccoeeeeeeeeeinnnnn. 172

2 T30.[ | With WiKcR 8ouritry IydR Zeyerktly signed an

ageement on Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and

31. Doorstep Banking Services by PSBs launched:

XXXXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXXXXXX..173

32. What is The 1619 Project?.................... 173
33. National School of Bma........................ 173
34, Typhoon Haishen.................ccccevvvivinans 173
35. HINdi DIWaS:........coviiiiiiieiiiieeee e 173
36.S O dehIHoue.... C2NDSK....oo.co....... 174
37. Nioghalvfierdsfjorden glacier................. 174
38. Phosphing:.......ccoooiiiii 174
39. Haryana Orbital Rail Corridor Project:..174
40. Kharai Camel:.........ccccovvviiiiiiinne e, 175
41. Engineer's Day:........cccccovveeiiiiiieeeeen 175
42. Kosi Rail Mahasetu:...........ccccooviiiiininnes 175
43. Institute of Teachng and Research in

Ayurveda Bill 2020:..........ccccveeiiiiiieeieiieeee 175
44, Nuclear Power Generation in India:......175
45, FDI in atomic energy:.......cccuveeevnveneeen. 175
46. Kalinga frog in Western Ghats.............. 176

47. What are Tidal disruption events (TDE)276
48. World Patient Safety Dagpeptember 17:176

49. Sloth Bear and Nandankanan Zoological Park:
XXXX XX XX XX KX XXX XX XX XXXXX..176

50. What is an air bubble?.......................... 177

51. VAIBHAV SUMMIL:......cvviiiiiiiieiieeens 177

52. Chendamangalam saree....................... 177

53. World Bamboo Day:..........ccceeeeivinnnen. 178

54, International Day of Peace.................... 178

55. Bonda tribe and Didayi tribe.................. 178

InsightslAS

n NH



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

56. BrucelloSiS ... 178 77. JIMEX @ oo 183

57. Mass Pilot Whale Strandings in Tasmadiz8 78. Pinaka raket systemi........cccccovvcvveeeennns 183
58. Bacteria behind éaths of 330 Botswana 79. World Tourism Day:........ccccevvveeeeenninenn. 183
elephantsS:.......ccocviviiii e 179 80. SAATHI Application:..........ccccceveiviiinnenn. 183
59. Visiting Advanced Joint Research (VAJRA) 81. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize............ 183
Faculty Scheme:........ccoooviiiiii e, 179 82. Places in NewdNagorneKarabakh region:

60. Successful flight test &BHYAS.............. 179 KXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXKXXXXXXXX..184
61. J&K Official Languages Bill................... 179 83, Sandalwood Spike Disease (SSD)........ 184
62. Indian Institutes of Information Technology 84, Radio Patshala............ccoceeiviiiinnnnnne 184
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020Q:............cccceeeneeee. 180 85, Punjab government appoints nodal officers to
63 Passage Exercise (PASSEX)................ 180 curb stubble burning:..........ccocov 184
64. WYNRGE3&l Q..L.LOL.L.0KY Y 86. Haiyang@2C:.......ccovvveeiiiiie e 184
65. International Sign Langgas Day............ 180 87. Wi SEEGK AY..LY.RAL.Q.185dzNY
66. 2 2 NI RQa [-AlyfudéSShikun LA 3 K 88. FSSAI Bans Mixing Of Edible Oils In Mustard
Tunnel:XX XXX XXX XXXXX XXX XXXXXXXX..180 Oil:  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX..185
67. Kumhar Sasaktikaran Yojana................ 181 89, National School of Drama...................... 185
68. World Rhin0 Day..........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiieenen. 181 90, Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)......185
69. What is International Commissiaf Jurists 91. About UMANG:......ccceeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee. 185
(ICJ)?7 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX..181 92. Ultra-Violet Imaging &lescope................ 185
70. What is a Robber Fly2............ccccoeeoi. 181 93. Himalayan Chandra Telescope............ 186
71. Komodo Dragon:........ccceeeeveeeeeeiiniiinnns 181 94, Global Counter Terrorism Council......... 186
72. Jnanpithprd SY G SR (2 al tF &l fl Y5 WaGakKga AVal@KADQ................c.ccocveevenee... 186
AKKITNAM ... 182 96. Sri Lanka bans cattle slaughter............ 186
73. RAISE Summit 2020:........ccccvveeeeeeeeennnn. 182 97, IndiazDenmark gree to elevate relationto a
74, WCI OStOS a2 ISa A y.i0.2.182 LIS NI Greeh Bivategic Partnership:.............cccccveveeeeeee. 186
75. What arehigh-security number plates?...182 98. Mumbai maps its biodiversity................ 187
76. Fridays For Future:.........c.cccceeeininnenn. 183 99. About Amnesty international:................ 187

Jeydev CS  DheerajKumarSingh  Yashaswini B Nidhin K Biju MV Satya Sai Karthik Kumar Shivashish  KeerthanaHS  Abhishek GowdaMJ  Vishnusankar Kumari Manisha
Rank 5 Rank 64 Rank 71 Rank 89 Rank 103 Rank 108 Rank 167 Rank 278 Rank 384 Rank 617
OGP 2019 + Core Batch OGP 2019 Core Batch + Core Batch + OGP 2018 OGP 2019 + Core Batch OGP 2018 OGP 2018 OGP 2018 OGP 2018
Mains Test Series 2019 Mains Test Series
[
INSIGHTSIAS
PREPARATION

Hearty Congratulations to AIR 2 & 4 of our Online Test Series and all our proud 160+ Rank Holders in UPSC CSE 2019!

INSTACLASSES 2021 - ONLINE & OFFLINE CLASSES FOR FRESHERS /
OGP - Online & Offline Guidance Program for Freshers :

“We don’t just Guide, We Equip You to Succeed”

* EQUIP Strategy for your success: Explanation + Quest + Understand + Interact+ Perform
¢ Integrated Course for Prelims + Mains + Interview

¢ Comprehensive coverage of syllabus including current affairs + CSAT

® Ethics & Essay Integrated in the timetable

* Prelims & Mains Test Series with detailed analytics, evaluation and feedback

* Mentorship - Personal guidance to keep track of your progress

® Live & Recorded Class

® Success and Mindset Coach ADMISSIONS OPEN ” ¥ p

@ instacourses.insightsonindia.com @ support@insightsias.com e 74831 63074 ‘ 93808 63034

www.insightsonindia.com 5 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. Rare Renaftthola era inscription unearthed:

Context

Key points:

1 It was found engraved oa dolomite slab and shale.

1 The inscription was written iarchaic Talgu.

1 It was assigned tthe 8th Century A.D.when the region was undehe rule
of the Chola Maharaja of Renadu.

What this inscription reveals?
It throws light on the record of a gift aix marttus(a measuring unit) of land

gifted to a person. ¥ SFE e SN i Al
The lastines of the inscription are indicative tife priority given to morality in Tr"'."«'" s 3
those days. "‘ﬁ’ uF.‘fﬁ"'-’M&‘\m

f aLG alrea (GKS LIS2LX S ¢gK2 al FS3dza NR GKA& AyaONRLYA
conductingAswamedha Yagand those destroying it will incur sgguivalent to causing a death in
+F N YyIaAeod

Who were Renati Cholas?

i The Telug Cholas of Renadu (also called as Renati Cholas) rule®ewadu region, the present day
Cuddapah district.

1 They wereoriginally independent later forced to thesuzerainty of the Eastern Chalukyas.

1 They had the unique honour aking the Telugu languagin their inscriptionsbelonging to the 7th and
8th centuries.

1 The earliest of this family wagandivarman(500 AD) who claimed descent frahe family of Karikalaand
the Kasyapa gotra.

1 Their territory extendedover the whole of Cuddapah district and thdjoining areas of Anantapur,
Kurnool and Chittoor districts.

Relevant points for exams:

Chola Local Administration:

1 The most important feature of the Chola administration whkes local administration at districts, towns
and villages level.

9 Uttaramerur inscriptionsspeak much about the Chola administration.

1 Village autonomywas the most unique feature of Chola adminisitra system.

1 Naduwas one of the important administrative units of the Cholas. Nadus had representative assemblies
Theheads of the Nads were called Nattars.

1 Thecouncil of Nadu was called Nattavai.

Variyams
Village Assemblies carried on village adstmation effectively with the help ofariyams
Themale members of the society were the members of these variyams.

Instalinks

Prelims Link: 4. Uttaramerur inscriptions are related to?
1. Renati Cholas ruled over? 5. Local administration under Renati Cholas.
2. Important rulers.
3. About Chalukyas. Mains Link:
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Who were Renati Cholas? Write a note on local
administration during their rule.

2. Hampi:

Caotext:

Ministry of Tourismrecently organised their latest webinar titiddampt Inspired by the past; Going into the
future underDekho Apna DeshWebinar series.

f 581 K2 'Lyl 5S&8K 2S0AYylFNI {SNASA A& |BkBHfrESh&edhiha G 2

Bharat programne.

About Hampi: P

It wasthe last capitalof the last greaHindu Kingdom of

Vijayanagarln 1336 CEhe Vijayanagara Empirarose from the

ruins of the Kampili kingdom. It grew into one of the famed Hinc‘

empires of South Indithat ruled for over 200 yars. -4

It wasa part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century B(§ .

1 Itisa UNESCO World Heritage sitew.

9 Its name is derived froRampawhich is the old name of the
Tungabhadra Riveon whose banks the city is built.

1 The die used to banulti-religious and multiethnic; it
included Hindu and Jain monuments next to each other.

Architecture

It has been described by UNESC® 85 & | dza ( S NB I of AdxdthaRIA6REs G vivind rantiihs of the

last great Hindu kingdom iBouth India.

1 The buildings here predominantly followed South Indian Hindu arts and architecture datimg Adhole-

Pattadakal styleshut the Hampi builders also used elementdradfo-Islamic architecturan the Lotus

Mahal, the public bath and the elepht stables.

The 15th Centuryirupaksha templds one of the oldest monuments of the town.

Hemkunta Hill south of the Virupaksha temple contains early ruiren temples and a monolithic

sculpture of Lord Narasimha form of Lord Vishnu.

1 Vittal temple built in the 16th Century, is now World Heritage monumentThe columns of the temple
are so balanced that they have a musical quality.

=A =

InstalLinks 4. Temple architecture during the
Prelims Link: Vijayanagara Empire.
1. Various dynasties which rules hampi. 5. Important UNESCORTED world heritage
2. About Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat sites in India.
programme.
3. Tungabhada river basin. Mains Link:

Write a note on architectural significance of Hampi.

3581 K2! LIWIFE5SaK 2So0AYII KAZEENSED 25 N&

What?
DekhoApnaDesh SO A Y NJ { SNASA A& |y S¥T7T2NI EKiBharat Bngeshthd & S
Bharat programme.

About Punjab:

Punjabiscalled 881 KS f I y R 2eferrighodife rivers ih&udiEiGhenab, Ravi, Sutlej, and Beas.

1 Much ofthe Frontier was occupied bylaharaja Ranjit Singlalso known ashere-Punjabin the early 19th
century, and thertaken over by the East India Company when it annexed the Punjab in 1849.
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Important festivals of Punjab: Five Rivers of Punjab
Teej, Lohri, Basant PanchaiBaiskhi and Hola Mahalla.

Jhelum

Indus Chenab
Golden Temple:
1 Itis a major pilgrimage destination for devotees from around the world.
1 Construction of theAmritSarovar(pool of nectar) waitiated by Guru
Amar Dasthe third Guru, in 1570 and wasmpleted by Guru Ram &3,
the fourth Guru.
T Ly &adSL) ¢6AdK { Aunieisal M@herhabd aadhalnclisi@ey
ethos,the Golden Temple can be accessed from all directions.

Ravi

. Satluj
Panjnad
This drawing shows merging

Prominent places mentioned:
City of Fatehgarh Sahilt: KS ¢ 2 NR a Cl (6StRIIYNIREErid YA ¢ e e
is so called because in 1710, Sikhs under the leadership of Baba Banda Sin/ @518 Sea shows the srder of rivers.
Bahadur conquered the area and destroyed the mughal fort. Banda Singh Bahadur announced the
establishment of Sikh rule in the city and an end to the tyranny of the Muglewhich had spread terror and
injustice.

Virasate- Khalsa Museumitt is an architectural marvel commemorating the 5agars of culture and tradition
of Punjab and Sikhism and the Partition Musewwarld's first museum on the largest human migration.

Instalinks: 5. Who consructed Amritsarovar?
Prelims Link: 6. Who was Mian Mir?
1. Why is Punjab called 'the Land of Five 7. Which city in India is popularknown as
Waters'? the "Town of Victory"?
2. Who is known as 'SherPunjab'?
3. When was Punjab annexed by the East Mains Link:
India Company? Discuss the cultural significance of Golden Temple.

4. Significance of Lohri.

4. Who was Subramaniya Bharathiyar?

C. Subramaniya Bharathi was bornidiih December 1882n Ettayapuram
village of Tirunelveli District iRamil Nadu.

He wa a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu.

He was known alahakavi Bharathiyar

Hissongs on nationalism and freedom of Indieelped to rally the masses to
support the Indian Independence Movement in Tamil Nadu.

Literary works:d Y I yty'h Yl dz¢ G b At | @dzy | yYAydz
{FrokdFYé aYdzea At t I 00dz o

Hepublished the sensationdl §zZRSa DSSOKFy 3l & Ay S N ShaRAT
Sometime in miell908, Bharati began to seriali@nanarathamin his political MLl
weekly, India.

In 1949, he becamthe first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government.

Bharthi as a social reformer:

He wasagainst aste systemHe declared that there were only two casteeen and women and nothing more
than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread.

Hecondemned certain Shastras that denigrated womede believed in the equality of humankind and
criticised many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching the Gita and the Vedas.

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link\Who was Subramaniya Bharathiyar?
1. Where was Bharathiyar Born? Discuss his views on caste system.

2. Important literary works.
3. His contribuions to social reforms.
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Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/opinion/oged/bharatiyarthe-charioteerof-
wisdom/article32603320.ece/amp/

5. In News Dhrupad:

Dhrupad ighe most ancient style of Hindustani classical mugat has survived unttoday in its original

form.
The nature of Dhrupad musicspiritual. It does not sek to entertain, but to induce feelings of peace and
spirituality in the listener.
It is primarilya form of worship,in which offerings are made to the divine throughusd or Nada.
Dhrupad wasnitially sung only in the templesthe singer facing the Ldr From this early chanting,
Dhrupad evolved inta sophisticated classical form of music.

Characteristics:
It lays emphasis omaintaining purity of the Raga.
Thelanguage of Dhrupad changed from Sanskrit to Brij Bhaslanetime between the 12th and thiGth
century.

Genesis

It is a form of devotional music that traces its origin to the ancient tegavfiVedaThe SAM VEDA was
chanted with the help of melody and rhythcalled Samgana. Gradually this developed into other vocal style
called¥/ KK I y it NI 16 yighRnkdd@tion of verse and meter. The fusion of these two elements led
to the emergence of Dhrupad.

Dhrupad during mediaeval times:
In medieval India, Brupad had mainlyhrived under the patronage of Mughal and Rajput kindsater it
dedined with the shift of interest iiKhayal

Performance

Performance of Dhrupad is done in two parts thiz Alap and Bandishn the Alap, the singer uses syllables
from Sanskrit Mantra which add texture to the notes. The Raga is slowipeatibdically developed in a
meditative mode.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Write a note on Indian Classical Music and its
1. Classification of Indian Classical music. evolution.
2. What is Dhrupad?
3. lIts evolution. Link:
4. Key features. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Differences betweemhrupad and Khayal. ?0rgld=GJP7P7RCTirh&geview=0

6. Kakatiya Dynasty:

Why in News?

Kakatii Devi temple built bgakatiya ruler Ganapati Devia Dharanikota (Andhra Pradesh) converted iato
o2RS 2F 20t DDRRSaAE W. | fdzadA I YY

Key points:
Thepresiding deityat this 13th century temple wasakati Devi, the tutelary deity of Kakatiya rulers.
Ganapati Deva ihe first king who introduced the worship of Kakati Devi into the coastal region of
Andhra and outside the dominionsfdis kingdom.
Architectural significancef the temple: The ceilingears decorations of lotus medallions and no sikhara
on its top. These architectural features are totally akin to their counterparts found in shrines at
Hanamkonda and Warangal fort etc.
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About kakatiya dynastyKey facts:
Thel2th and the 13th centuriesaw the emergence of the

Kakatiyas. IR
They were at firsthe feudatories of the Western Chalukyas i 0
of Kalyana, ruling over a small territory near Warangal. A ' "
The dynasty saw powerful leadersdiGanapathi Deva ol Q%?“' R e e &
and Rudramadevi. 1 wasrriaveoous R L el T
Prataparudra | also known a¥alatiya Rudradevawas . (T _‘,3’5‘" 4 P
the son of the Kakatiya leader Prola Il. It was under hisr. = o™ e
. K & (B XY : I
that the Kakatiyasleclared sovereignty. He ruled the . v‘>§° EASTERN GAMIAS
kingdom till 1195 A.D. L=
It was under the rule of Prataparudra | thagage of \ ':"";‘
Telugu language in inscriptions began. % A .v::»"’
Before the establishment oDrugallu/Warangal as the “..uvuxn
capital, Hanamakondawvas the first capital of the b
Kakatiyas. Vo
The greattalian traveller Marco Polorisited the Kakatiya & ‘7

YAY3IR2Y a2YSGAYS RdNAyYy3 w ae
ruler of the Kakatiya Dynasty dimmade note of her g
administrative style; admiring her extensively.

Art and architecture:
The iconid<akatiya Thorananw | & o6dzAf & o0& wdzRNI YIF RSOA QA T (KSNJ
said to have many similarities with the gateways at the Sadtlpa and is also the emblem of Telangana.
The sceni®akhal laken Warangal was built by Ganapaieva.

The1000 pillar templein Warangal was built during the Kakatiya Rule and is another example to the
exquisite Kakatiya Architecture.

TheKohi-Noor Diamond,which is now among the jewels set in the British Crown, was mined and first
owned by the Kakiéya Dynasty.

Society

Under the Kakatiya rulé¢he caste system was not rigidnd in fact, it was not given much significance socially.
Anyone could ta& up any profession and people were not bound to an occupation by birth.

The Kakatiya rule finally canto an end in 1323 A.D. wh&darangal was conquered by the Ghiyasuddin
Tughlagthe then Sultan of Delhi.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Link:
1. Who established Kaltiya kingdom? https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
2. Pakhal lake was built By m/news/national/telangana/arancienttemples
3. Kakatiya Thoranam was constructed by? transtion-overyearsof-
4. How Kakatiya rule came to an end? neglect/article32654651.ece/amp/
5. How was caste system during the rule of
Kakatiyas?

Topics: Modern Indian histor y from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. Sree Narayana Guru:

Context
164" birth anniversary of Sree Narayana Guru observed"é&&ptember.

Who was Sree Narayana Guru?
Narayana Gurl856¢ 1928) was a social reformer. He has been credited trathsforming the social dbric
of kerala and changing the beliefs of keralites in ways unimaginable at that point in time.
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He was born int@n Ezhava familyn an era when people from such camnities, which were regarded as
Avarna, faced much social injustice in the casidensociety of Kerala.
Contributions/achievements:

Social reform movements:

1 He led a reform movement in Kerala, rejected casteism, and promotec
new values of spiritualéedom and social equality.

9 He stressed the need for the spiritual and social upliftnafrthe
downtrodden by their own efforts through the establishment of temple
and educational institutions.

1 Inthe process, he denounced the superstitions that clouithed
fundamental Hindu cultural convention of caste.

 Hepreachedi KS W2y Sy S a xrassiggthe Bodndarigs bficaste =
and creed. B

1 In 1888 e installed an idol of siva at Aravippuram in Keratahis effort to show that the consecration of
32 R Q& wads Yidt @nSonopoly of the brahmins. This is popularly knowsrasgippuram movement.

1 Inone temple he consecrated Kalavancodehe kept mirrors instead of idols. This symbolised his

message thathe divine was within each individual.

He also foundedn Advaita Ashram in Kalady.

He also lent his support tine Vaikkom Satyagrahahich was aimed at temple entry in Travancore for the

lower castesMahatma Gandhi met Guru during this time.

= =

Important literary works:
He contributed many important literary wks, the most influential beingtmopadesa Satakamvhich he
composed in 1897.

INSTALINKS

PRELIMS LINK:

SREE NARAYANA GURU BELONGED TO WHICH STATE?
ARAVIPPURAM MOVEMENT IS ASSOCIATED WITH?

WHO ESTABLISHED ADVAITA ASHRAM IN KALADY?

WHO STARTED VAIKKGMTYAGRAHA? WHAT WERE THE OBJECTIVES?
IMPORTANT LEADERS WHO MET SREE NARAYANA GURU.

WHO COMPOSED ATMOPADESA SATAKAM?

ouhkwdpE

MAINS LINK:
DISCUSS THE ROLE OF SRI NARAYANA GURU IN SOCIAL RIBEBDRMS IN

2. Dr. Radhakrishnan:
Context
¢ S| OK S NXhbaerva andually orSeptember 5.
1 The day commemorates the birth anniversanbof Radhakrishnan.

About Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan:
He was borron September 5, 1888 in Thiruthani, Tamil Nadu.
1 Hewad YRAI Q& FANERG +A0S8 t NBAARSYyd

His Philsophy and Literary works:

 HisbookW¢ KS t KAf 2342 LIKe 2 httrasteddglbbalRidhtighttd]
Indian philosophy.

1 His philosophy was groundedAdvaita Vedanta.

 HedefendedHilRdzA &Y | 3 Ay ald adzy Ay TaddhMdy@dRa ntajSraolmSheIormatibidh G A
of contemporary Hindu identity.
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9 His other works includéndian Philosophy, (19237), The Philosophy of the Upanishads (1924), An Idealis
View of Life (1932), Easternlg@gns and Western Thought (1939), and East and West: Some Refecti
(1955).

Positions held, Awards and honours:

He was awardethe Bharat Ratnal. Y RA F Q& KA IKSAd OAGBAt ALY 6l NRZ

He received knighthood in 193Jand honorarymembership of the British Royal Order of Merit in 1963.

He was electeghairman of UNESh Q& SESOdziA @S 062FNR Ay wmMpny d

He was one of the founders blelpage Indiaa renowned NGO for elderly underprivileged in India.

He had also formethe Krishnarpan Chart Trustalong with Ghanshyam Das Birla and some other social

workers in the prendeperdence era.

1 He waghe first Indian to hold a chair at the University of Oxfordhe Spalding Professor of Eastern
Religion and Ethics (193®52)

1 In 1930, he was appointddaskell lecturer in Comparative Religion at the University of Chicago.

= =4 =4 =4 =N

InstaLinks 6. Important Movements he was involved in.
Prelims Link: 7. Institutions established by him and he is

1. 2 KSYy IyYyR K& ¢Sl OKSNIRa R lassociatéith?

celebrated? 8. What isAdvaita Vedanta?

2. Offices held by Dr. Radhakrishnan.

3. Awards and honours received. Mains Link:

4. His philosophy. What do you understand by advaita principle?

5. Important literary works. Discuss the ethical aspects of advita.

3.da2ld K NR2GSNBRQ y28 FTNBSR2Y TAJ
What's the issue?

Ind KSA @i A 2 y I NEpudisheddyheIn®riNEin&ry of Culturein collaboration withthe Indian

Council of Historical Researckariankunnath Kunhamad Haji and Ali Musliydhe chief architects of the
Moplah Massacre, were deemed to be martyrs. Thelbwas published in 2019.

f However, a report byhe ICHRconstituted committeeK & &2 dzZaKd GKS NBY2 QI f 2
NA2GSNEQ OLYOf dzRAY I S RANNED Hajij flom thedist bf ndrtyrdld | y R 2|l

Why?

f The report describes HajidasK S ay 20 2NR2dza a2 L) I K @GNRVHKIZT B NXE
innumerable innocent Hindu men, women, and children during the 1921 Moplah Riot, and deposited the
02RASa Ay | Stttz t20rftte 1y26y a4 ¢K22@22NJ YA

1 It also noted thaelmost all the Moplah outrages were communalhey were agast Hindu sciety and
done out of sheer intolerance.

Thus, their names should be deleted.

What was Mapilla rebellion?
TheMapilla rebellion or Moplah Rebellion (Moplah Riots) of 19®2ds the culmination of a series of riots by
Moplahs (Muslims of Malabam the 19t and early 20th centuriezgainst the British and the Hindu landlords
in Malabar (Northern Kerala).

1 The yea2021 will mark the 100th year anniversary of the uprising.

Causes and outcomes of the revolt:

9 The resistance which started against Bugtish cdonial rule and the feudal system later ended in
communal violence between Hindus and Muslims.

1 Gandhiji along with Shaukat Alihe leader of the Khilafat movement in India, visited Calicut in August
1920to spread the combined message of naooperation and Khilafat among the residents of Malabar.
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f LY NBaLRyaS aRrhiaat yRK e Werened SOUTH MALAGAR 1521
- - —_— alu oundary
committee was formed in Malabar and the Kurumbranad /\ Taluks most affected by

o the 1921 Rebellion
— q
O R

10 20

Mappilas, under their religious head

Scale in Miles
Mahadum Tangal of Ponnanvho pledged e - P o
support to the norcooperation movement. coeurBty  _oneRLT S Nilambur

1 Mostoftena/ 1 4Q 3INR SOy 0S4 e, 0 '
the security of tenure, high rents, renewal HMargbram pr}j:g-: ) comeatore
fees and other unfair exactions of the " g A  Mannarghat
landlords. \-m-r ) Perindhalmanna m«;

1 TheBritish government responded with \ PONNAN § WALLOVANAD T
much aggressiompringing in Gurkha Ponnaniy &"Qi} PALGHAT
regiments to suppress it and imposing martie \ <
law.

Wagm Tragedy:

A noteworthy event of the British suppression was the wagon tragedy when approximately 60 Mappila
prisoners on their way to prison, were suffocated to death in a closed railway goods wagon.
InstaLinks

Prelims Link: MainsLink:

1. Who was Haji? Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji?

2. Whatwas the 1921 Malabar rebellion all How he stood up to the British in Malabar region in
about? 19217? Discuss why this rebeliibas been

3. Who led the revolt? controversial?

4. How he established his own independent
state and ruled it? Link:

5. What isKhilafat Movement? https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/mo

6. Outcomes of Khilafat movement. plahrioters-not-freedomfighters

7. Relationship between nenooperation report/article32537886ece

movement and Khilafat movement.

4. Govind Ballabh Pant:

Context:
133rd Birth Anniversarpbserved on 19 September.

About Govind Ballabh Pant:

9 Pant wasorn on 10 September 188n what is nowUttarakhand, at Almora.

1 InKashipur he established an organisation callegem Sabhahat started working towards several
reforms.

1 He alscsaved a school from shutting down due to nggayment of taxego the British government.

Offices he held:

Before independence:

1. In December 1921, he watected to the Legislative Assembly of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh,
which he later renamed Uttar Pradesh.

2. He was elected as a candidatetiof Swaraj Party from Naindl.

3. Inthe 1937 provincial electns held under the Government of India Act, 1935, Pant was appointed
premier. He served the post till 1939, when all Congress ministers resigned after the British committed
India to the Second World War of its own accord.

4. In the United Provinces electioreld in 1946, Pant was once again appointed the premier.

After independence:
1 First chief minister of Uttar Pradesh
f Heservedak Y RA L Qa K2YS YAYA Ativa&sNMirifghiB ténuna thatates wete M e M
reorganisedon linguistic lines.
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Key contibutions:

9 During his tenure, he raised several important issues likg
the need to abolish the zamindari system and champion
the cause of forest preservation.

1 He also worked to protect farmers from excessive rents
levied bythe British government.

1 Heencouaged many cottage industriefn the country
and raised his voice against the coddeggar law, which .
forced porters to transport the heavy luggage of British \ \
officials without any payment. \! WW \1

f C2ftf26Ay3a DI yRtakoarganiFed 2 G aGSLIAS t |

massive salmovementin the United Provinces. In May 1930, he was arrested and held at Dehradun jail.

He also protestedgainst the Simon Commission.

Pant was alwayagainst a separate electorate for minoritiesaying the step wouldufther divide

communities.

=a =

Awards and Honours:
LY mMdpTZ tl-yt'j gl a | 61 NRSR LyRAI-Qé KAIKSald OADAT A

InstalLinks 5. Involvement in freedom struggle.
Prelims Link: 6. His views on separate electorates.
1. Offices held by GB Pant before
independence. Mains Link:
2. Offices held aftemdependence. Write a note on GB Pant and his contributions to
3. Awards and honours. the freedom movement.

4. Prem @bha organisationobjectives.

5t FNIAFYSYd 2F 22NI RQE wSEATAZ2YHY

Context
127th anniversary of Swami®@S { I y I YRl Q& Ay [/ KA Ol 320

Details

 Thet NI Al YSY (i 27F hel@dkhRfiesitimeis 18833flod eptiar 11 to September 27,
saw eminent personalities from around the world at the same forum.

1 Swami Vivekananda addressed the audience firsseptember 11 followed by the closing speech on
September 27.

1 He stressed upon world harmony, and how religions)ewbd-existing with one another, must preserve his
individuality and grow according to his own law of growth.

Things you need to know abouhe Parliament of World's Religions:

1 There have been several meetings referred to as a Parliament &/trld's Religions, the first being the
World's Parliament of Religions of 1893, which was an attempt to create a global dialogue of faiths.

i The event \as celebrated by another conference on its centenary in 1993.

I So far, six international modern Parliamsiitave been hosted.

1 An organization was incorporated in 1988 carry out the tradition of the Parliament of the World's
Religions by marking the cemisial of the first Parliament.

1 TheCouncil for a Parliament of the World's Religions is headquartere@iicago Its board of trustees
are elected from various faith communities.

Participants in the first conference:
1. Jain preacher Virchand Gandhi.
2. Buddhst preacher Anagarika Dharmapala.
3. Soyen Shaku, the "First American Ancestor" of Zen.

www.insightsonindia.com 14 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Swami Vivekananda peesented Hinduism.

Christianity was represented by G. Bonet Maury.

Islam was represented by Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb.

Theism or the Brahmo Saijnaas represented by Pratap Chandra Majumdar.

The Theosophical Society was represented by the-Rfiesient of the society, William Quan Judge
and by activist Annie Besant.

ONO O

InstaLinks 5. Internatlonal modern Parllaments held so

Prelims Link: far.
1. 162dzi mycdo tFNIAFYSyd 2F 22NIRQA
Religions. Mains Link:
2. Main paricipants. | 2¢ {6l YA *ABS{IYylFLYyRI 0
. Who represented Hinduism? 2F LYRALFY 6A&aAR2YQ (2 258

3
4. Headyuarters of the Council for a
Parliament of the World's Religions.

6. 125th bith anniversary celebrations of Sri Viswanatha Satyanarayana
Who was Viswanatha Satyanarayana?
1 He is the first writer to impart a true Teluguness to the Ramayana.
1 Ramayana Kakvruksham the seminal work of Shri Viswanatha had
fetched him the prestigiougnanpith Award.
1 Through his works, he had highlighted the importance of imparting learn®
in the mother tongue, preserving culture and protecting the nature.
1 £Aagl yl (aftatvas washaigs dbinprising novels, critical works,
poems, epics, playspsgs and verses, among others.

Instalinks 2. Viswanatha Satyanayana belongs to
Prelims Link: which state?
1. Who wrote Ramayana Kalpavruksham? 3. His important literary works.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle T its various stages and important contributors
/cont ributions from different parts of the country.

1. Punnaparavayalar revolt:

Context

A report tothe Indian Council for Historical Research (ICH& suggested dropping the Communist martyrs
of PunnapraVayalar, Karivelloor and Kavumbayi agitatiofem thet A & & 2 ¥ Y I INdégemBnce2 F
struggle.

The reason:
ICHR says, these Communist agitations cannot be counted as the part of the Independence movement as t
took place after the interim government led by Jawaharlal Nehru assumed office. Tosseate basically
againstthe interim government.
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About PunnaparaVayalar revolt:
It was an organized working class uprising in the Princely State of Travancore, Britist
against the Prime Minister, C. P. Ramaswami lyer and the state.

The objecties of the revolt were:
1. To overthrow the exploitative diwan of Travancore.
2. To liberate the working class from unjust taxation and exploitation of the
establishment.

The significances of this revolt were:

(a) It was an unique agitation where the workingsslaose against government.
(b) It saw the people of all classes up in arms against a common tyrant hence it dissolved class and religion
distinction and induced unity among people.

(c) It resulted in establishing democracy in the region and also gaveisivdeturn to the politicef the state.

Implications of the revolt:
9 Historianss maintain this wasproper struggle against the declaration of 'Independent Travancore'
by the then Travancore.
1 T K Varghese Vaidyan, a leader of the struggle, had gorecordrsaying it was a rehesal for a larger
revolution with the ultimate objective of establishiag'Communist India".

InstaLinks

Prelims Link: Link:
1. The above mentioned revolt is related to? https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
2. Who took part in it? m/news/national/kerala/fourcommunistmartyrs
3. What was the main demand? may-qualify-asfreedom
4. About ICHR. fighters/article32562222.ece/amp/

Mains Link: Discuss the significance and issues
surrounding the Punnapasdayalar revolt.

2. Bhagat Singh:

Context
113th birth anniversarycelebrated on 28th September, 2020.

About Bhagat Singh:

Bornin September, 1907.

Gandh's influence:Initially, he supported Mahatma Gandhi and the Nboaoperation Movement. However,
when Gandhi withdrew the movement in the wake of the Chauri Chaura incident, Bhagat Singh turned to
revolutionary nationalism.

Assodations he was associatedith:
In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a membeth&f Hindustan Republican Associatiostarted by
Sachindranath Sanyal a year earlier.
In 1925, Bhagat Singh returned to Lahore and within the next year he and his colleagues started a
militant youth organisatin calledthe Naujawan Bharat Sabha.
In 1928, havas associated witthe Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HS&@)g with
Sukhdev, Chandrashekhar Azad and others.
Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organiked-ahore Studnts Unionfor open, legal work among the
students.
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Revolutionary activities he was involved ”::':‘::;: : B HAGAT SI N G H a«,ﬂnﬁiﬁi‘i
in: oiprisugh f GETTING NATION WIDE  SUPPORT |, Titur tog
Lahore Conspiracy case. '*‘*""f‘ a af % ﬁ?q“
1929 Central Assembly Bombing'*® q“)ds Rf Hls &UNGER STRIKE §g:;:;:lag{
Case. %) has.ur is . _none of whi
“(such as a’ W;@%lﬁk
Bhagat Singh Execution: ,g‘?"?i ; &% "3‘8’{]
Bhagat Singh was arrested and charged: gma‘u % j i % gmm@;hl;
the Saunders murder case, alowgh theas ityas ¥ % foaking at
Rajgiru, Sukhdev and others. The trio ~ ailed e | - \—g:;;mh:
was ordered to be hanged on 24 March :Ea;":g Dol Sy | ‘abandon th
1931 but the sentence was carried out aj seholarsi .. | of the braig

day earlier at the Lahore Jail.
23rdMarchh & 20 aSNIBSR | &
Sindn, Rajguruand Sukhdev.

Political ideology:

His azaadi freedom was not limited to the expelling of the British; instead he desired azaadi from poverty,

NGE@NBQ 51

Wa |

azaadi from untouchability, azaadi from communal strife, and azaadi from every form of discrimination a

exploitation.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
About:
HRA.
HSRA.
Naujawan Bharat Sabha.
Kakori Conspiracy case.

Lahore Conspiracy case.

Mains Link:

A revolutionary and a socialist, tlventribution of
Bhagat Singh to the Independence Movement of
India is inmense. Discuss.

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

1. NSO timeuse survey:
Context

TheNational Statistical Office (NSOWhich is a wing of Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation,

has conductedhe first Time Usesurvey (TUS) in Indiduring January to December 2019.

About the Survey:

The primary objective is to measure paiaiion of men and women in paid and unpaid activities.
It is an important source of information on the time spent in unpaid caregivingiées, volunteer
work, unpaid domestic service producing activities of the household members.

It also provides infanation on time spent on learning, socializing, leisure activitiesceef activities,

etc., by the household members.

Average time spen

Average Indian woman spends 243 minutes, a little over four hours, on these , which is almost ten times

the 25 minutes the average man does.

An average Indian woman spends 19.5% of her time engaged in either unpaid domestic work or unpaid

caregiving sevices.

Men spend just 2.5% of a 2%ur period on these activities. In every other group of activitig®m
employment and learning to socializing, leisure, and-salfe activities like sleeping and eatipgen
spend a higher share of their daily tirttean women.

There seems to ban inverse relationship between age and the amount of time spent by women on
householdchores,but a direct one between age and the time spent by men on these.

While women above the age of 60 see a sharp fall in their domestik burden, men tend to devote a
greater time to domestic work when they cross 60.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Other Key findings: _ Where India spends time
Total percentage of employed populationAs much a88.2 per  [ImEE sHARE OF TIME SPENT IN 24 HOURS PER PERSON

sl

cent of persons who were of the age of six years or above e
were engaged in employment dnelated activities in the S il il

country in 2019 CE— -
Proportion of males and female$7.3 per cent males were . _m M”

engaged iremployment and related activities while the

proportion was 18.4 per cent for females in the country. CCLIER PARTICIPATION IN DOMESTIC AND CAREGIING Seices
Women in rural areaslin rural areas, theroportion of women 858 S22 4o
engaged in employment and related activities was higher at

Enploymentand  Leaming .Upddomr/ .mh
activi s for
Household member s

398 34
328 7
242 289

19.2 per cent compared to 16.7 peent in cities. " i o ™
Gainful employment:Proportion of males above the age of six  “=iew S |,
years engaged in gainful employment or related activities wa: e pa

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES

% 914 927
Rural WUrban {in %) 821 792 912 822

higher in cities at 59.8 compared 56.1 per cent in rural areas.
Unpaid domestic service$3.2 per cent of participds in the
survey were engaged in unpaid domestic services for houset
members. The proportion of females in the category was higt .
at 81.2per cent compared to 26.1 per cent for males. This G
figure for both men and women is higher in rural areas.

Peopleengaged in production of goods for own final usé7.1 per cent in the country. The proportion of
such males was 14.3 per cent while it wa@sp2r cent for women in the country.

92 57 B 52263 194 207

e
Source: Time Use In India-201 NSO

Instalinks Mains Link:

Prelims Link: As per NSO survey, there seems to be an inverse
1. About NSO. relationship between age and the amunt of time
2. About the National Statistical Commission. spent by women on househotthores, but a direct
3. Key findings of the NSO tinuse survey. one between age and the time spent by men on

these. Discuss why.

Topics: Women and women related issues.

1. What is ODF+ and ODF++?

Why in News?

Ministry of Housing andJrban Affairs (MoHUAhasstated that:

9 All the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in Haryana have been certified Open Defecation Free (ODF), 21
ODF+ and 13 ODF++.
1 All cities in Punjab have been certified ODF, 33 are ODF+ and 17 are ODF++. Chaoditj&eu is
ODF++ and 3 Star (GFC).
What is ODF tag?
¢KS 2NAIAYIfT h5C LINRPG20C2f> A&daddzZSR Ay al NOK HnAawmc
2T KS RIFI&8z y20 | aAy3atsS LISNE2Y Aa F2dzyR RSTFSOL

What is ODF+, ODF++?

ODF+ and ODF++ welaunched in Augst 2018to further scale up and sustain the work undertaken by the
cities after achieving the ODF status under Phasd¢heoSwachh Bharat Mission Urban (SBMUJrban).
Eligibility: Cities that had been certified ODF adeonce, on the basis of the Op#etocols, are eligible to
declare themselves as SBODF+ & SBMDDF++.

What is ODF+?
I OAGeX 6FNR 2NJ g2N)] OANDES O2dzZ R 6S RSOfINBR h?t
defecating and/or urindhg in the open, and all commuwgitind public toilets are functional and well
YEAYOGlFAYSR®E
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What is ODF++?

¢KS h5Cbb LINRPG202f FRRA (GKS O2yRAGAZ2Y GKIG aFF SO

with no discharging and/or dumping of urtted faecal sludge/septage asdwage in drains, water bodies or
2LISY | NBI ad¢

|
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InstaLinks 4. Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan vs SBM.
Prelims Link:
1. ODF+ vs ODF+eriteria. Mains Link:
2. Phase 1 vs Phase 2 of SBM. G{ o OKK . KI NI aA oadtrey OF )
3. SBM Urban and Rural, implemargi global benchmark for participatory and
ministries. OGN YAT2NYI GABS RSOSt 2LIVBy L
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Compariso n of the Indian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. What is a review petition?
Context
The Supreme Court has fined senior advocate Prashant Bhushan Re 1 in the contempt case for his tweets
the judiciary.
1 He will be imprisoned for thremonths and will be debarred from practicing for three years if bfadlts
on the payment of the penalty.

Background
1 On August 25, the court had reserved its ruling after numerous arguments as Bhushan refused to
apologise.

What next?
He has agreed togy the fine but has said that he will fédereview petitionagainstthe conviction.

What is a review petition and when can it be filed?

Ajudgment of the Supreme Court becomes the law of the laagcording to the Constitution. It is final

because it preidescertainty for deciding future cases.

However, the Constitutioitself gives, undeArticle 137,the Supreme Court the power to review any of its

2dzZRIYSyida 2NJ 2NRSNE® ¢KAA& RSLI NI dzNB FNRY spediiS { dzl

narrow grounds.

1 So,when a review takes placeahe law is thaft is allowed not to take fresh stock of the case but to
correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of justice.

When can a review petition be accepted?

Ina 1975 rulingJugice Krishna lyer said a review can be acceptedy where a glaring omission or patent

YA&GUlr1S 2N EA1S 3INIFOSPS SNNBN KFa ONBLII Ay SINIASH

A review idoy no means an appeal in disguise.

I That means the Court is allowed not to takesh stock of the case but to correct grave esrtitat have
resulted in the miscarriage of justice.

Filing Review Petition:
As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Roleperson aggrieved by a ruling can seek a
review. This implies thait is not necessary that only parties tacase can seek a review of the judgment.
1 AReview Petition has to be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order.
1 In certain circumstances, the court can condone the delay in filing the review petitios petitioner
can establish strong reassihat justify the delay.

The procedure to be followed:
1. The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be entertained without oral arguments by

frog8SNE® LG Aa KSI NR &0 KhNiRchamBersOA NOdzf | A2y € 0P

2. Review petitions are alscelard, as far as practicable, by the same combination of judges who delivere
the order or judgment that is sought to be reviewed.

3. If ajudge has retired or is unavailable, a replacement is made keeping in reisdniority of judges.

4. In exceptional casethe court allows an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the Supreme Court held that
review petitions in all death penalty cases will be heard in open court by a Bench of three judges.

Option after Review Petition Fs:
In Roopa Hurra v Ashok Hurra case (2008 Court evolved the concept afcurative petition,which can be
heard after a review petition is dismissed.
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9 A curative petition is also entertained on very narrow grounds like a review petition and is tgnera
not granted an oral hearing.

InstaLinks 5. What is Section 497 of IPC?
Prelims Link: 6. What is Article 137?
1. Review vs Curative petition.
2. Procedure to be followed. Mains Link:
3. Who can file? Wha is a review petition? What is the procedure to
4. Time period within which a review petition be followed? Discuss.

should be filed?

2. Who was Kesavananda Bharati?
Why in News?
Kesavananda Bharati, the man who léig name to an iconic case as the petitioner, died on Sunday.
1 The landmark ruling in which the Supre@eurt announced the basic structure doctrine wathm
case of His Holiness Kesavananda Bharati Sripadagalvaru and &tege of Kerala.

Who was Kesavananda Bharati? Why is he remembered?

He waghe head seer of the Edneer Mutt in Kasaragod district of
Kerala since 1961.

He left his signature in one of the significant rulings of the Supreme
Court when he challengetie Kerala land reforms legislation in 1970.

What was the case about?
The case was primarily aboiitK S SEG Sy G 2F t | NI
amend the Constitution.

1. First, the court was reviewing a 1967 decisioflaknath v State of Punjalhich, reversing earlier
verdicts, had ruled thaParliament cannot amend fundamental rights.

2. Second, the court was deciditige constitutional validity of seeral other amendmetis. Notably,the
right to property had been removed as a fundamental right, and Parliament had also given itself the
power to amend any part of the Constitution and passed a law that it cannot be reviewed by the
courts.

Politically, thecase represented #fight for supremacy of Parliament led by then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.

What happened then?
A13judge Bench was set up by the Supreme Cothie biggest so far, and the case was heard over 68
working days spread over six montfifiebasic structuredoctrine was evolved in the majority judgment.

What did the court decide?

1 While the court said that Parliament had vast powers to amend the Constitution, it drew the line by
observing that certain parts are so inherent and intrinsi¢hte Constitution hat even Parliament cannot
touch it.

1 However, despite the ruling that Parliament cannot breach fundamental riftés;ourt upheld the
amendment that removed the fundamental right to propertylhe court ruled that in spirit, the
amendnentwould notviola8 G KS a6l &A0 aidNUzOGdz2NB¢ 2F (GKS /2y

Essentially, Kesavananda Bharati, lost the case. But as many legal scholars point out, the government did 1

win the case either.

What constitutes the basic structure?
The Constitutional Bech ruled by a 6 verdict thatt | NX A YSy (i aK2dzZ R 0SS NBaid N
A0NHzZOGdzNBQ 2F GKS /2yadAaddzirazyo

The court held thatinder Article 368which provides Parliament amending powers, something must remain o
the original Constitution tat the new amendmenivould change.
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 Howeveri KS O2dz2NIi RAR y2i R&&dnlyBtediaked pridplasifadéralism) N1z
secularism, democraay as being its part. Since then, the court has been adding new features to this
concept.

W, DaaidNUzO(eNEeNdaa Ay OS Y

¢tKS WolaArA0 adNUHzOGdNBEQ R2OGNRAYS KlFa airyoO0S o6SSy Ay

of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, federalism, secularism, sovereign
demacratic republic, theparliamentary system of government, the principle of free and fair elections, welfare
state, etc.

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Constitutional amendments under Article 5A40dzaa GKS AAIYyATFTAOFIYyO
368 and otherconstitutional amendments. in Kesavanand Bharati case judgment.

2. Types of amendments.
3. Key chages introduced by CAA 25, 26, 39 Link:

and 41. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kesava
4. Different benches of the Supreme Court. nandabharatithe-petitioner-who-saved
5. Definition and ambit of basic structure. democracybut-lost-his-casein-
6. FRsvs DPSPs. sc/article32535243.ece
% % % £ A - A A
3.2 KFG O2yadGAGdziSa | oNBFOK 2F S3
Why in News?

This week, the Houses in Maharashtra moved motions of breach of privilege against Arnab Goswami and
Kangana Ranaut.

What are privileges?

Parliamentary privileg refers to the right and immunity enjoyed by legislatures, in which legislaters ar
granted protection against civil or criminal liability for actions done or statements made in the course of their
legislative duties.

Which provisions of the Constitutioprotect the privileges of the legislature?
1 The powers, privileges and immunitiesaither House of the Indian Parliament and of its Members
and committees are laid down #rticle 105 of the Constitution.
1 Article 194deals with the powers, privileges amdmunities of the State Legislatures, their Members
and their committees.

What constitutes a breach of this privilege?
There are no clear, notified rules to decide what constitutes a breach of privilege, and tist it it
attracts.

1 Generally, any aghat obstructs or impedes either House of the state legislature in performing its

functions, or which obstructs or impedes any Member or officer of such House in the discharge of hig

duty, or has a tendency, directty indirectly, to produce such resuitstreated as breach of privilege.

9 Itis a breach of privilege and contempt of the House to make speeches or to print or publish libel
reflecting on the character or proceedings of the House, or its Committees, ampomember of the
House for or relatig to his character or conduct as a legislator.

2KIdG Aa UKS LINRPOSRdAINB G2 06S F2tft2¢SR Ay OFasSa 217

1. The Legislative Assembly Speaker or Legislative Council Chairman aemstirtvileges Committee
consisting 615 members in the Assembly and 11 members in the Council.

2. The members to the committee are nominated based on the party strength in the Houses.

3. Speaker or Chairman first decides on the motions.

4. If the privilege anda@ntempt are found prima facie, then ¢hSpeaker or Chairman will forward it to the
Privileges Committee by following the due procedure.
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5. The Committee will examine whether statements made by him had insulted the state legislature and
its Members, and whethetheir image was maligned before tipeiblic.

6. TheCommittee, which has quagudicial powers,will seek an explanation from all the concerned, will
conduct an inquiry and will make a recommendation based on the findings to the state legislature fo
its corsideration.

What is the punishmentfold 'y AYRA@GARdzZL f 6K2 Aa F2dzy R IdzAf & 3
1 If the Committee finds the offender guilty of breach of privilege and contempt, it can recommend the
punishment.
1 The punishment can includmmmunicating the displeasure of thtate legislature to the offender,
summoning the offender before the House and giving a warning, and even sending the offender to |z
1 Inthe case of the media, press facilities of the state legislature may be withdemd a public apology
may be sought.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains link:
1. Which provisions of the Constitution What do you understand by legislative privileges?
protect the privileges of the legislature? Discuss the problem of legislative privileges ansee
2. What is the procedure to be followed in in India time to time.
OFLasSa 2F +ttS3ISR ONBIOK 2F GKS tS3raftl GdNBQa
privilege? Link:
3. Composition and functions of Privileges https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
Committeesn Parliament and State m/article/explainedexplainedwhat-constitutesa-
Legislatures. breachof-the-leqgislaturesprivilege6590615/lite/.

4. What is the punishment for an individual
who is found guilty of breaching the
f Saratl ddNBEQa LINAGAE S3ISK

4. The National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2020:

Context
The bill is proposed to be introduced in this Parliament session.
1 It seeks to amenthe Constitution (Sixtyninth Amendment) Act, 199)pertaining to the powers and
function of theDelhi government and the Lieutenant Governor.

Highlights of the proposed Bill:

9 It proposes to clearly spell otltie functions of the Council of Ministers and the Lieutena@overnor
(L-G) by givingmore discretionary powers to theG.

1 As per a provisiorthe -G could act in his discretion in any matter that is beyond the purview of the
powers of the Legislative Assembly of Delhimatters related to the All India (Civigr8ices and the
Anti Corruption Branch.

1 It will also give more teeth to the G, and the validity of any decision taken as per such discretion
shall not be questioned.

How is Delhi administered presently?
The Union Territory of Delhi with a Legislativeexably came into being in 1991 und&rticle 239AA of the

I 2YAGAGAZIiA2Y AYASNISHAGEKVEKSYRYBHGH G 620K Ty mipfpmBR &

1 It said that the UT of Delhi shall be calted National Capital Teitory of Delhi,and the administrator
thereof apminted underArticle 239shall be designated dke LieutenantGovernor.

9 According to the existing Adhe Legislative Assembly of Delhi has the power to make laws in all
matters except public orderpolice, and land.

Issues present:
Due to the ceexistence ofArticle 239 and 239AAhere isa jurisdictional conflictbetween the government of
NCT and the Union Government and its representative, the Lieutenant Governor.
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9 According to the Union governmdnNew Delhi being a Union Territory Article 239 empohe
Lieutenant Governor to act independently of his Council of Ministers.
1 Howeverthe state government of Delhi held thathe Article 239AA of the Constitution bestows

special status to Delhi of kg its own legislatively elected government.

This crates a tussle around the administrative powers of the LG and state government of NCT of Delhi.

Supreme Court judgment:

In2018 the Supreme Court had unanimously held ttret L-D

gl a

government and both had to wrk harmoniously with each other.

Unresolved Areas in the Judgement:
Overlapping AreasThough the court has
settled that LG is bound to act on the aid
YR FROAOS SEOSLI A
Wt dB NROND FyR (GKS 4
Public Order is a v wide connotation,
which subsequently leads to overlapping
executive powers.

Still No Clarity on Article 239AA (4)he
court did not very clearly delineate the
issues in respect of which the LG cafer

a decision taken by the Council of Ministel

to the President in the event of a differenc|

of opinion between the LG and the State
government.
OpenEnded Terminologiedn the event of

0 2 dzy R

l0yeR (KD 2D Sié

'IT'S ELECTED GOVT THAT'S ANSWERABLE TO PEOPLE’

Vindication For AAP

7] SCsays LG is bound by ‘aid and advice’
_Lof the council of ministers, doesn't have
‘independent decision-making powers’

) “Ministers’ decisions must be communicated to LG
£_ but this does not mean LG’s concurrence is required”

2 “LG must remember that it is the elected
) government that is answerable to the people”
f } LG can't be obstructionist. “The proviso (that) forms
~T the bone of contention... envisages a situation where
LG has a ‘difference of opinion’... ‘on
any matter’. The words ‘any matter

... cannot be inferred to mean
‘every matter™

ha

But There Are Some
Important Caveats

Centre and the lieutenant
_L_governor retain exclusive power
over land, police, law and order

) No full statehood. “It is clear as
£_noon day that by no stretch of
imagination can NCT of Delhi be
accorded the status of a state under
our present constitutional scheme,”
says CJI, reading the order

7 Under Article 239AA(4), LG can
-/ refer matters to President under
“exceptional circumstances”

If Modi govt had not withdrawn the powers of elected govt
through illegal orders, precious three years would have been
saved. People of Delhi are grateful to the judiciary — cM Arvind Kejriwal

...It has always been so. We ran a government for 15 years and
whatever the cabinet decided, LG always agreed

—Sheila Dikshit, former CM

referring any matter to the President, the Court enunciated th@t must adhere to the constitutional
principles ofcollaborative federalism, constitutional balance and the concept of constitutional governance.
However, these terms are vewide and openended. They are subject to different interpretations.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Articles 239A vs 239AA.
2. Powers of DelhGovernment vs LG.

Mains Link:

Write a note on the Constitution (Sixtynth

Amendment) Act, 991.

3. How administration of Delhi is different

from administration of other states having

alegislature?
4. When did Delhi get a legislature?
5. How is Delhi LG appointed?

5. Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament (Amendmer

Link:

https://mwww.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/new

-bill-on-powersof-delhiFgovernmentlieutenant

governorsoon/article32613789.ece

Bill, 2020 passed in Lok Sabah:

The bill seeks to amend:

1. The Salary, Allowances, and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 to reduce the salaries of

by 30%.
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2. The Salaries and Allmnces of Ministers Act, Table 2: Various democracies use different
1952, to reduce the Sumptuary allowance o methods to decide the salaries of legislators®

Ministers by 30%. Coun Different mechanisms for
3. Rules notified under the 1954 Act to reduce tries determining the salary of legislators

certain allowances of MPs for one year. Salary indexed to inflation
These include constituency allowance and India Increased every five years, on the basis
office expenseanowance_ oA of the cost inflation index
These changes kia been made for a period of one Cana Adiusted annually as per the average
year effective from April 1. 2020 di consumer price index of the previous
! ' year
Salary set by an Independent Authority
Background
. . Unit <
These reductions are being made to supplementth 4™~ Composed of a former MP, former judge,
financial resources of the centre to tackle the COVI King 204 auditor; salary revised annually as
- per the average public sector earnings
19 pandemic s
Kmsir Composed of experts in government,
. i . . 4 economics, law, and public
Methods for setting salaies, what constitution alia | 4 hinistration: salarl; revised annusily
2
S&YS. . New Composed of judges, MPs, and members
Article 106 of the COﬂStItUtIOﬂ':‘mpOWGI’SMPS to Zeala of independent statutory bodies; based
determine their salaries by enacting laws. nd on the legislator’s position in Parliament
In 1985, Parliament enacteddlaw that delegated Salary indexed to civil servants’ pay
the power to set and revise certain allowances of Average salaries of the highest and
MPs such as constituency allowancdfioe Ypagi, | DivestpRin stvll sepesmdeakdhs highest
1 grade used to determine salaries. Pay of
allowance, and housingllowance to the central L civil servants decided by treasurers
government. (three MPs) of Parliament.
Till 2018, MPs periodically passed laws to revise their
salaries.

TheFinance Act, 2018rovided that the salary, daily allowance, and pension of MPs wilidreased
every five yearson the basis of the cost inflativindex provided undethe Incometax Act, 1961.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0rgld=G10Q7P0VIL.1&imageview=0

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challengestherein.

1. What is an "office of profit"?
Why in News?
Presideit Ram Nath Kovind hassjected a plea seeking disqualification of YSR Congress leader V Vijaisai Rec
as Rajya Sabha member on the grounds of holdifiige of profit' as special representative of the Andhra
Pradesh government in the national capital.

1 The order of the presidet is based orthe Election Commission's unanimous opinion given in June.

What's the issue?

A petition was filed seekindjsqualification of Vijaysai Reddy as a member of the Upper House of Parliament
alleging thatthe post of speal representative of tle Andhra Pradesh government at the Andhra Pradesh
Bhawanbeing held by the YSR Congress Party MPawagfice of profit.

1 However, the EC had held thsihce no pecuniary gain was derived from the said office and Reddy
was not entited to any other perkr remuneration other than enjoying the status of a 'state guest'
during his travels to Andhra Pradesh in connection with performance of his duties as special
representative, he did not incur disqualification undeticle 102(1) (apf the Constitution oflindia".

What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA?

Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid dowAriticle 102 of the Constitutionand for an MLA in
Article 191.
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1 They can be disqualified foa) Holding amffice of profit undergovernment of India or state
government; b) Being of unsound mind; c) Being an undischarged insolvent; d) Not being an Indian
citizen or for acquiring citizenship of another country.

2KFG A& Ly W2FFAOS

What the law sa
If an MLA or an @ holds ajovernment at law says
office and receives benefits from it, then Article 102 (1)(a) says a person s
p s = A o 4 oA shall be disqualified from being Arhd‘e 191(_1)_13 1
UKFG 2FFAOS Aa USNY  3memberof either House of ;or:\t;?slizsnaf:vm' X > @
i i ifi i Parliament if he holds any office of
1 A person W|_II be dlsqu_allfled if he EIOAT. Al Sehar crounds MLAs and MLCs
holds an office of profit under the " . in the States. .
Article 103 says if a Legislators in Delhi
central or state governmentther question arises whether a &= are covered by

B == corresponding
provisions in the
= Government
of National
Capital

= Territory
Act, 1991

than an office declared not to IR IR NG Sh
. e isqualification, it will be
disqudify its holder by a law passed  referred to the President's
; ; decision. The President shall
by Parliament or state legislature. i b,
Co_m_mission's
What is the underlying principle for :&:‘r‘:j'i‘n;’;g ek
includh y 3 WY2FFAO0S 27F LN
disqualification?

1 Makers of the Constitution wanted th#ggislators should not feel obligated to the Egutivein any
way, which could influence them while discharging legislative functions.

1 In other wordsan MP orMLA should be free to carry out her duties without any kind of
governmental pressureThe intent is that there should be no conflict betweee tuties and interests
of an elected member.

1 The office of profit law simply seetsenforce a basic feature dhe Constitution the principle of
separation of power between the legislature and the executive.

Reason for controversies:
T ¢ KS SELNBAMGS 22T codbERnTdafited in faé Gonstitution or in the Representation of
the People Act, 1951.
1 Itisfor the courts to explain the significance and meaning of this concept. Over the years, courts haye
decided this issue in the context of spéciactual situations.
1 But,articles 102 (1) and 191(1yhich give effect to the concept of office of profit gibe restrictions
at the central and state level on lawmakers accepting government positions.

w2fS 2F WAzRAOALF NB rfif RSFAYAYy3I (GKS W2FFAOS 2F LI
The Supreme Court iradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan Roy (20@ijtlined the four broad principles for
determining whether an office attracts the constitutional disqualification.
1. First, whether the government exercises control over appointment, remawip&rformance of the
functions of the office
2. Second, whether the office has any remuneration attached to it
3. Thrd, whether the body in which the office is held has government powers (releasing money,
allotment of land, granting licenses etc.).
4. Fourth, wheher the office enables the holder to influence by way of patronage.

Instalinks 4. Principles outlined by the Supreme Court
Prelims Link: for determining whether an office attracts
1. What is an office of profit? Is it defined in the constitutional disqualification.
the constitution?
2. What are the basic criteria to disqualify an Mains Link:
MP or MLA? QELX AY (GKS O2yOSLIi 2F P21
3. Articles 102 and 191 of theonstitution are dzy RSNI @ Ay 3 LINR yfioslokffrobA F@ NJ )
related to? as criterion for disqualification.

Linkhttps://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhrapradesh/ysrmp-vijaisaireddy-clearedof-chargethat-
he-holdsoffice-of-profit/article32551691.ece
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2. Centre allows five states to Borrow:
Context
The Centre has permittefive States to borrosk Y | RRA (i A 2 y thrbugh ogeh dparket bQMeRingsS
to meet expenditurerequirements amid falling revenues due to the COWLXrisis.
These States are A.P., Telangana, Goa, Karnataka and Tripura.

What's the issue now?

The permission was accorded after these Statestimeteform condition of implementation oW h yS bl G R 2y

Onewl A2y /FNRQ asaidsSyo

Background
The Centre had, in May, allowed additional BORROWING AMOUNT ALLOWED (% cr)
borrowing limit of up to 2% oBross State

Domestic Producto States for FY21 with certain 4509
conditions. '

Total
2,525 2,508 9,913 cr

Let's understand the Basics here:

Why states need centrs permission while
borrowing? Is it mandatory for all states?
Article 293(3)of the Constitution requires states

G2 26GFAY GKS [/ SyiNBQZamataka AndhraPradesh Telangana Tripura
in case the state is indebted to the Centre over a

previous loan.
This consent can also beagted subject to certain conditions by virtue Afticle 293(4).
In practice, the Centre has been exercising this power in accordance with the recommendattomns of
Finance Commission.
Every single state is currently indebted to the Centre and talisf 1 KSY NXBI1lj dzZA NB (G KS / Sy
order to borrow.

Does the Centre have unfettered power to impose conditions under this provision?
Neither does the provision itself offer any guidance on this, nor is there any judicial precedent that one could
rely on.
Interestingly, even thougthis question formed part of the terms of reference of the 15th Finance
Commissionjt wasnot addressed in its interim report.

So, when can the centre impose conditions?
The Centre can impose conditioosly when it givesconsent for state borrowingand it can onhgive such
consent when the state is indebted to the Centre.

Why are such restrictions necessary?
One possible purpose behind conferring this power upon the Centréavya®tect its interests in the
capacity ofa creditor.
A broader purpose agnsuring macroeconomic stabilitis also discernible, since state indebtedness
negatively affects the fiscal health of the nation as a whole.

Conclusion

This means that in the present case, the Centre was not justifieshuiring states to join the One Nation One
wlt A2y /I NR a0OKSYS o0& SESNDAaAYy3I AdGa LI26SN dyRSNI
fiscal health or on macroeconomic stability, and encroaches upon the legitimate domaines. stat

Given these limitations, if the Centre desired to extend its One Nation One Ration scheme throughout the
country, it should have opted for building consensus with reluctant states instead of compelling them throug
this route.

-

InstaLinks Prelims Lik:
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™


http://www.insightsonindia.com/

1. Are state governments allowed to take Mains Link:

loans directly through borrowings? Discuss the issues related to financial autoyawh
2. Role of Central Government. states and how they can be addressed?
3. States with highest GSDP.
4. Article 293 (3). Link:
5. When can thecentre impose conditions on https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
states? ?20rgld=G227PSPPH.1&imageview=0

Topics: Separation of powers b etween various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. Delhi HC order to Bridgadital divide:

Context

Delhi high court has ordered schodBoth Private and Governmeito provide gadgets and internet access to
students from economically @aker section (EWS) and disadvantaged groups (DG) categories to assist in the
online education during the Cowidl9 crisis.

What's the issue?

The court passed the order over concerns that these EWS category students were unable to sustain their o
studies due to a lack of resources and unavailability of laptops and mobile phones tiheriG@VIEL9

pandemic.

Why such measures are necessary? Observations made by the High Court:
To address discriminatiorAll students do not have access to such faedifThe intraclass
discrimination, upsets the level playing field and amounts to discrimination as well as creates a verti
division, digital divide or digital gap or digital apartheid in addition to segregation in a classroom whig
is violative oRTE 200, and Articles 1415and 21 of the Constitution.
A financial barrier:Such mode of teaching will erect a financial barrier for EWS/DG category students
by not providing the required equipment, preventing them from pursuing their elementary education

What next?

The Court has made it clear that the private unaided schools will be entitled to claim reimbursement of
reasonable cost for procurement of the gadget and Internet package from the government $eckon 12(2)
of the RTE Act.

About the Righ to Education (RTE) Act, 2009:

The RTE Act aims poovide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 years.

It enforcesEducation as a Fundamental Right (Article 21).
The actmandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society.
It alsomakes provisions for a noradmitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class.
It also states thasharing of financial and other responsibilities between the Central and State
Governments.
It also provides foprohibition of deployment of teachergor non-educational work,other than
decennial census, elections to local authority, state legislatures and parliament, and disaster relief.
lthadaclausefai b 2 5SGSydi ARKA OR f RIOR 0 STheRighTIBNCRIGIENRO Fdey R
and Compulsoy Edication (Amendment) Act, 2019.

It lays down the norms and standards related to:

Pupil Teacher Ratios (PTRs). Schooiworking days.
Buildings and infrastructure. Teachesworking hours.
Instalinks 3. Key features of RTE Act.
Prelims Link: 4. Amendments to RTE Act.
1. Rights Under Article 21.
2. Overview of Aticles 14 and 20. Mains Link:
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Discuss the key features of RTE Act. https://www.google.com/anp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/cities/Delhi/delhthc-stepsin-to-bridge
Link: digitakdivide/article32644482.ece/amp/

2. Lok Adalat:
Why in News?
I RIFIAf&@ 41 3SNJ AY hRAAKI thlokAtajaRagaindrime Miksted Nanddidi@ ModK I 3
after he allegedly failed to get an Aadhaar card registered in his name despite 21 attempts.
He took the unusual step for redressal of his grievance as he ran out of patience after applying and
getting photographed multiple tnes at different places for the elusive card.

What is a Lok Adalat?
Lok Adalat is one dhe alternative dispute redressal mechanismsjs a forum wherealisputes/cases pending
in the court of law or at prelitigation stageare setled/ compromised amidaly.
The Lok Adalats are formeal fulfil the promise given by the preamble of the Indian Constitutign
securing Justice social, economic and political of every citizen of India.

Constitutional basis:

Article 39A0f the Constitutbn provides for free lgal aid to the deprived and weaker sections of the society
and to promote justice on the base of equal opportunity.

Articles 14of the Constitution also make it compulsory for the State to guarantee equality before the law.

Statutory provisions:
Under thelLegal Services Authorities Act, 1987 Lok Adalats have beensgiretory status.

Final award:
The decision made by the Lok Adalats is considered tuszdict of a civil court and is ultimate and binding
on all parties.

No appeal:

There is no provien for an appeal against the verdict made by Lok Adalat.
But, they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court of appropriate jurisdiction by filing a
case by following the required procedure, in exezai$ their right to litigate.

Court fee:

There isno court feepayable when a matter is filed in a Lok Adalat.
Note: If a matter pending in the court of law is referred to the Lok Adalat and is settled subsequently, the couirt
fee originally paid in the aot on the complaints/petition is alsgefunded back to the parties.

Nature of Cases to be Referred to Lok Adalat:

Any case pending before any court.

Any dispute which has not been brought before any court and is likely to be filed before the court.
Provded thatany matter relating to an offeace not compoundable under the lawhallnot be settled in Lok
Adalat.

For further details on Lok Adalats, Pleasee go throbghs://nalsa.gov.in/lokadalat
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LOK ADALAT AND ITS FUNCTIONS

NATURE OF CASES TO BE REFERRED TO LOK ADALAT:

\ny case pending under any court

age

LEVELS AND COMPOSITION OF LOK ADALATS:

HIGH COURT LEVEL: DISTRICT LEVEL:
the High Co! 0

Retired jud rt

NATIONAL LOK AD, : PERMANENT LOK ADALAT:

Che r giving

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Who organised\ational Lok Adalat? Discuss the significance of Lokakds as an
2. What are Permanent Lok Adalats? effective dispute resolution institution in present
3. Composition of Lok Adalats. scenario.
4. Nature of cases to be referred to Lok
Adalat. Link:
5. Article 39A of theConstitution. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
6. Decisions made by Lok Adalase they ?20rgld=G227PSPQS.1&imageview=0
binding?

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures i structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

1. Mekedatu project:

Context

The Karnataka government is likely to take a delegation to bring pressure on the @eapprove the
construction ofthe Mekedatu balancingeservoirthat has been proposed to store water for drinking
purposes.

Present status of the project:
¢ KS d>nnn ONBNB LINR2SOG 61 & | LIWINRBYSR o6& YI
It has received appwal from the Union Water Resources Ministry for theadletd project report and is
awaiting approval from the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF).
However, Tamil Nadu has approached the Supreme Court against the project.

About Mekedatu dispute:
Mekedatu isa location along Cauvery in Kanakapura Taluk of Ramanagara District of Karnataka.

Karnataka wanta reservoir across Cauvery at Mekedatz YSSG . Sy 3l f dzZNHzQa 41
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What Tamil Nadu says?
Tamil Nadu objected sayitarnataka had not souglprior permission for the project.
Its argument was thathe project would affect the flow of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu also argues thidie reservoir violates the decisions of the Supreme Court and the Cauvery
Tribunal.
The Supreme Court danoted that the existing storage in the Cauvery basin of Karnataka should be
taken into account for ensuring water releases to Tamil Nadu during the period of June to January.

TN VS ANDHR.A PRADBH

nRAWING LINES m‘:mmmmm

e been d Palar near
between 1990 and Gliggegaanipenta in
2005 across Palar Chittoor district
river in Andhra
HOW WiILL IT
el AFFECT TN?

govt > TN contends
has that Andhra is
of at least six check raising
dams over the last the heights of its
one year to double check dams to
their water storage curtail water flow
level into Tamil Nadu
= —
— e ——— . e Check dan cro B

TN VS KARNATAKA FOR A RAINY DAY: A recently raised check dam on river > Kesala pk to et sy check

L eyt Paiar in Andhra Pradesh dams across interstate river Bhavani

» Kamataka wants to build a KARNATAKA ANDHRA > Two have been completed —

reservoir across river Cauvery near - PRADESH one at Thekkuvattai, near Attapady

N in K taluk in Palakkad district. 30km from
> State claims the dam will meet /—T\ Palar Coimbatore border and other
the drinking needs of Bengaluru Cauvery at Mangakandi

besides generating 400MW power = . Mekadatu > Kerala says check dams will utilise 6
HOW WILL IT AFFECT TN? = = 4 > mmmmmgmu
> TN govt, farmers, opposition parties and = < 7 salem ago; the Supreme Court had ratified
it el patra; ficves : {_TAMIL NADU S sl

> say the dam td reduce of P s \

water from Cauvery to TN, hitting hard the KERALA y 3 ;/ "__ -ty = ACTTN?

Evelihood of farmers in deita districts .Bruv.m:\—\"_'-(é::‘ - i S it Sy vl e

> But Karmnataka says it would only tap Palakkad @ 4 — Ti'wl: : ni flowing into TN om:ew the
mmmr and aot demw from Faall Cocmbato\ri;hhd check dams are huilt on the Kerala side

Facts for PrelimsCauvery River:

River rises oBrahmagiri Hill of the Westen Ghats in southrwestern Karnataka state.

The river basin covers three states and a Union Territory as follofiasnil Nadu, 43,868 square kilometres,
Karnataka, 34,273 square kilometres |, Kerala, 2,866 square kilometres and Puducherry.

Key tributaries:Hemavati, ekshmantirtha, Kabani (Kabbani), Amaravati, Noyil, and Bhavani rivers.

Falls along the waypon entering Tamil Nadu, the Kaveri continues through a series of twisted wild gorges
until it reaches Hogenakal Falams There the Mettur Dam was ostructedfor irrigation and hydel power in
Tamil Nadu.

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Lnk:
1. Tributaries of Cauvery. Write a note on Mekedatu project.
2. Basin states.
3. Important falls and dams across the river. Link:
4. Where is Mekedatu? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. What is theproject related to? ?0rgld=GI770UBQS.1&imageview=0
6. Beneficiaries of the project.

2. What are Supplaentary Demands fdgrants?
The supplementary demand for grants is needed for government expenditure over and above the amount fg
which Parliamentary approval was already obtained during the Budget session.

Constitutional provisions:

Supplementary, addibnal or excess gras and Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants are
mentioned in the Constitution of India 1949.

Article 115:Supplementary, additional or excess grants.

Article 116:Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptionah¢sa
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Why in News?

TKS / SYyGNB KIFa a2dAKG tFNIAFYSYyd | LIWIINBGFE F2N |
HnZnnn ONBNB F2NJ NBOIF LI (I f-AaTheseadeySuppl@mentady®eniails farS (

Grants.

Procedure tobe followed:
When gants, authorised by the Parliament, fall short of the required expenditure, an estimate is presented
before the Parliament for Supplementary or Additional grants.
These grants are presented and passed by the Parliament before thef #melfinancial year
When actual expenditure incurred exceeds the approved grants of the Parliament, the Ministry of
Finance presenta Demand for Excess Grant.
TheComptroller and Auditor General of Indilring such excesses to the notice of the Parliatne
ThePublic Accants Committeeexamines these excesses and gives recommendations to the
Parliament.
TheDemand for Excess Grants is made after the actual expenditure is inclaneds presented to
the Parliament after the end of the financial yeamihich the expenses &e made.

Other grants:

Additional Grant:lt is granted when a need has arisen during the current financial year for supplementary or
additional expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the Budget for that year.

Excess Grantt is grantedvhen money has been spent on any servicemya financial year in excess of the
amount granted for that year. The demands for excess grants are made after the expenditure has actually b
incurred and after the financial year to which it relates, hagired.

Exceptional Grantslt is granted foran exceptional purpose which forms no part of the current service of any
financial year.

Token Grantit is granted when funds to meet proposed expenditure on a new service can be made availabl
by re-appropriaion, a demand for the grant of a token sunaynbe submitted to the vote of the House and, if
the House assents to the demand, funds may be so made available.

InstaLinks Procedure to be followed.
Prelims Link: Constitutional provisions related.
What are? About CAG and PAC.
Additional grants.
Excesgrants. Link:
Exceptional Grants https://epaper.thehindu.com/HoméShareAtrticle
Tokengrant. ?0rgld=GI1770U6S3.1&aeview=0

3. Roles and limitations of Select Committees:
Context
Recently, the government pushed through two crucial agriculture Bills in Rajya SgbbangeOpposition
demands that they be referred to®elect Committee of Rajya Sabha.
Proceedings we disrupted as the Opposition protested against the fact that neither Bill had been
scrutinised by a parliamentary committee.

What is a SelecCommittee?
This is formedor examining a particular Bikand its membership imited to MPs from one House.
They arechaired by MPs from the ruling party.
Since Select Committees are constituted for a specific purploeg,are disbanded after their reprt.

Background
Parliament scrutinises legislative proposals (Bills) in two ways:
By discussing it on thedbr of the two Houses:
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This is a legislative requirement; all Bills have to be taken up for debate.

By referring a Bill to a parliamentary commbee:

But, since Parliament meets for 70 to 80 days in a year, there is not enough time to discuss every Bifl i

detail on the floor of the House. In such scenarios, the bill are referred to a parliamentary committee
Referring of Bills to parliamentary mmnittees isnot mandatory.

When does a committee examine a Bill?
Bills arenot automatically sent to committes for examination.
There are three broad paths by which a Bill can reach a committee. They are:
1. When the minister piloting the Bill recommendstte House that his Bill be examined by a Select
Committee of the House or a joint committee of both Houses.
2. If the minister makes no such motion, it is up to the presiding officer of the House to decide whether
send a Bill to a departmentally relatetaBding Committee.
3. Also, a Bill passed by one House can be sent by the other House to its Select Committee.

What happens after the the bill is referred to a committee?
1. The committee undertakes a detailed examination of the Bill.
2. ltinvitescomments and suggestions from experts, stakeholders and citizens.
3. The government also appears before the committee to pre#sntiewpoint.
4. All this results in a report that makes suggestions for strengthening the Bill.
5. The report of the committee is ofrl @commendatory nature.

Time taken to submit reports:
The Bill can only progress in Parliament after the committee has steahiis report. Usually, parliamentary
committees are supposed to submit their reports in three months, but sometimes it caridiager.

InstaFact:
In the current Lok Sabha, 17 Bills have been referred to committees.
In the 16th Lok Sabha (20:149), 25%of the Bills were referred to committees, which was much lower
than the 71% and 60% in the 15th and 14th Lok Sabs$wectively.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: What are Parliamentary Standing committees?
1. Difference between Parliamentary vs Why are they necessary? Discuss their roles and
Cabinet committees. functionsto bring out their significance.

2. Standing vs select vs finance committees.
3. Who appoints chairperson and members of Link:

these comntiees? https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/an
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha. expertexplainsroleslimitations-of-select
5. Committees where Speaker is the committeesand-other-parliamentarypanels
chairperson. 6604092/

4. Termination of Session:
A sitting of Parliament can erminated by adjournment or adjournment sine die or prorogation or
dissolution(in the case of the Lok Sabha).
Adjournment It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be hours, days or weeks.
Adjournment sine dieit means terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period.
In other words, when the dluse is adjourned without namiragday for reassembly.
The power of adjournment as well as adjournment sine diies withthe presiding officer (Speaker or
Chairman) of the House.
Prorogation The President issues a notification for prorogation of theieasafter the business of a séss is
completed and the presiding officer declares the House adjourned sin& lttePresident can also prorogue
the House while in session.
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Dissolution Only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolutidRajya Sabha, beingparmanent House, is not subject
to dissolution.
A dissolution ends the life of the existing House, and a new House is constituted after general electigns
are held.
ThePresident is empowered to dissolve the Lok Sabha.

Why in News?

The Lok Sabha adjournsihe die recently in what is beifgS NY SR 2y S 2F (KS aK2 NI S

parliamentary history, but which was packed with 25 Bills.
In this session, Lok Sabha productivity clocked at 167% with 25 Bills passed; 2,300 unstarred questions
answered; 8% of the sittings dealing withdeslative work; and 370 Zero Hour mentions.

Q)¢
cn

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: What needs to be done to increase the productivity
1. Who summons the Houses of Parliament? of both the houses of Parliament? Discuss.

2. Powers of President vs Powers of
Chairperson.

3. What is adjournment sine die? Link:
4. What is dissolution of the house? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Why Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved? ?0rgld=GSK7POTH9.1&imageview=0

Topics: Structue, organizationand functioningof the Executiveandthe Judiciary Ministriesand
Departmentsf the Govenment; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their
role in the Polity.

1. Internationd Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:
Why inNews?

Thelnternational Commission of Jurists (IGI) & &k AR OA @At N 3K codvictork fér& S NJ |t N
criminal contempt of court by the Supreme Coweemed to be inconsistent witthe freedom d expression
law guaranteed bythe International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightsat India was a party to.

What is International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)?

It isan international human rights norgovernmental organization

Composition It is a tanding group of 6@minent juristst including seior judges, attorneys and academics.
Functions To develop national and international human rights standards through the law.

Headquarters Geneva, Switzerland.

2 KIG KFa GKS L/ W al a#? 2y t N} akKlyd . KdzaKlIyQa O

1 Theconviction appears to be inconsistent i international standards on freedom of expressiand
the role of lawyers.

 Thejudgmentriskedhavitg ¢ OKAf t Ay3d STFFSOG 2y GKS SESNDAES
LYRALI £ @

1 While some restrictios of freedom of expression are permitted by international standaads,
particularly wide scope must be preserved for debate and discussion about such madketke role
of the judiciary, access to justice, and democracy, by memidarequblic, includig through public
commentary on the courts.

What is International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights?
It is a multilateratreaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
Monitored bythe United Nations Human RightSommittee.

1 The covenancommits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuails¢luding the
right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights fo
due process and a fair trial.

I ThelCCPR jgart of the International Bill of Human Rightsalong with the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UOHR).
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91 It becameeffective in 1976. Article 4@llowed that thecovenant would entemito force three months
after the date of the deposit of the thirtfifth instrument of ratification or accession.
1 Indiais a party to this treaty.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
PrelimsLink: LG Aa | aFdzyRFEYSyldlt Kdz
1. What is International Bill of Human Rights?  gathertoce§ 6 NI G4 S 2NJ G2 | ANJ 3
2. What is the Universal Declaration of and in private spaces, outdoors, indoors and
Human Rights (UDHR)? 2yt AySodé 5Aa0dzaa Ada NB
3. About United Nations Human Rights
Committee. Link:
4, When ICCPR became effective? https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/prasha
5. Has India signed ICCPR? nt-bhushansconvictionseemsat-oddswith-
6. Article 21 of ICCPR. internationakree-speechlaw-international
7. InternationalCommission of Jurists (ICJ). commissiorof-jurists/article32496322.ece

2. What is Judicidbisqualification or Recusal?
Why in News?
A judge of the Punjabral Haryana High Court has recused from hearing the anticipatory bail application
moved by former Punjab Director General of Police (DGP) Sumedh Singh Saini, in connection with the case
disappearance and murder of a man in year 1991.

1 The Judge, while resing himself from the case referred the matter to the Chief Justice for listing.

What is a recusal? Recusal of Judges in Past SC cases:
Judicial disqualification,

referred to agecusal is

the act of abstaining from INSTANCE OF RECUSAL OF SC JUDGES

participation in an official March 8, 2016: Justice J Chelameswar recused | in Babri Masjid case
from a case pertaining to Bangalore blasts

action such as a legal i April 28, 2011: Justices DK Jain and HL Dattu
ding due t g SECHSS SIOUL Met Ny recused from hearing then Sikkim HC Chief
proceeding due 10 a March 9, 2016: Justice AR Dave’s bench said it | Justice PD Dinakaran’s petition seeking a stay

conflict of interest of the was unable to hear activist Teesta’s anticipa- on Rajya Sabha-appointed inquiry panel against
presiding court official or tory bail plea and referred it to CJI for listing him

it bef

I Refone Soshar aach March 2, 2012 Bench of justices HL Dattu and

administrative officer. March 10, 2016: Justice VG Gowda recused CK Prasad chose not to hear a petition chal-
from hearing CBl's plea challenging May 2010 lenging validity of the USD 8.5 million Caim
Allahabad HC verdict dropping criminal con- Energy-Vedanta deal.

General Grounds for spiracy charge against BJP leaders LK Advani

Recusal:

Motions to recuse or disqualify judges and other adjudicators have been madé $arts of reasons.

1 Most commonly such motions are predicatepon a claim thathe judge is biased in favour of one
party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective observer would think he might be.

But such motions are also made on many ®de AINR2 dzy R&4> Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 G KS OKI f
1. Interest in the sulgct matter, or relationship with someone who is interested in it.
2. .1 O13ANBdzyR 2NJ SELISNASYOSs a4dzOK & G(KS 2dzR3ISQ
3. Personal knowledge about the parties or the facts &f tiase.
4. Ex parte communications with lawyers or nlaavyers.
5. Rulihgs, comments or conduct.

Are there any laws in this regard?
There are no definite rules on recusals by Judges.

1 Justice J. Chelameswar his opinion irSupreme Court Advocatesn-Record Asociation v. Union of
India (2015K St R G KIFG a2 KSNB | 2dzRIS KFa | LISOdzy Al N
glra I WNBIf RIYISND 2NJ WNBlFazylFotS adzaLAOA2Y

Besides, In takingath of office,judges, bolh of the Supreme Court and of tiégh courts, promise to perform
their duties, to deliver justicey 6 A 0 K2 dzi FSIF NJ 2 NIWREBZdNE | FFSOGAz2yY
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Need of the hour:
1. Definite rules need to be framed in this regard.
2. Judges should express their decisiansiiting while recusing.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Grounds for Judicial Disqualification.
2. Who administers oath to Supreme Court
and High Court judges?
3. Articles 127 and 128 of the Indian
Constitution are related to?

Mains Link:

Recusal has become a seiee call of morality for
Supreme Court judges. Discuss.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other
states/formerpunjab-dgp-sumedhsinghsaink
abscondinesaypolice/article32520248.ece

3.t £ SEF F2NI WwES3art SydArGeqQ aaGqlrada G2
Context
TheSupre / 2dzNJi Kl & | ANBSR G2 SEFYAYS I+ LISGAlGAzYy a3§$8)

What's the demand?
The demand is to give animdls & f S3 | f
capacity to sue and be sued in courts of law.

T8 MBafsybésfowing dréamimals, by judicial direction, the

1 ¢KAA YIAyta adsSvya TheRight tolife Oniler Aryclé S1NdhaNGDistitufion vith 2
the effecti KS &2 MR/ O fdaRT8&ie abt € T2N¥a 2F fATSS AyOf dRA
KdzYly f ATS ¢

Why this demand?

1 While referring to recent reportethcidents of cruelty on animals in the countryhe plea hasad
that such incidents have enraged many and rasepiestion as tevhether existing laws are sufficient
enough to protect animals from possible abuse and cruelty.

1 It allegedthe rights of animals exist only on paper due to their lack of implementationda
enforcement.

1 Besides, the plea said thigtgal satus has been accorded to animals in two recent verdicts rendered
by the Punjab and Haryana High Court and the Uttarakhand High Court.

What Next?
The Court has issued notices to the Centre and otherkiisgeheir replies on the petition.

What is a legakntity?
A legal entity means entity which acts like a natural person but only through a designated person, whose acts
are processed within the ambit of law.

Previous Instances:

1. In 2018, a bench presided @S NJ 0 &
animals in Haryana.

2. In Uttarakhand high court, justice Sharma was part of a bench in 2017, which declared the Ganga and
Yamuna as living entities, a verdict that was later siidyg the Supreme Court.

3. In 2018, Uttarakhand high oat declared the entire animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic
animals, as a legal entity.

4. In June 2019, the Punjab and Haryana High Court had ruled that all animals, birds and aquatic life i
Haryara would be accorded the status of legal personsrtities.

2dza A0S {KENYtSHFR LIOKR AR S

Instalinks 4. Which High Courts have declared the entire

Prelims Link:
1. Whatis a legal entity?
2. Powers enjoyed by legal entities.
3. Article 21 of the Indian constitution.

www.insightsonindia.com

animalkingdom, including ibds and
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Mains Link:
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What are the implications of declaring the entire Link:

animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/suprem

animals, as a legal entity? Discuss. e-court-questionspleafor-legalentity-statusto-
animals/article32565056.ece

Topics: Salient features of the Representation of PS 2 LJAG Q &
1. Criminalisation of politics:

Context
The Supreme Court had soughe amicus reporton pending cases against legislators on the basis of a
petition.

T ¢KS NBLRNI 61 & NBOS yaniicas cideinddeniod avocaté Bijayl HedlaE O 2

Key findings:

9 There are a total 4,442 cases pending against legislators across theycdbintinis, the number of
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556.

1 The cases were pending in various speciattsoexclusively set up to try criminal cases registered
against politicians.

1 The caseagainst the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public
property, defamation and cheating.

1 A large number of cases were for violationSafction 188 IPC for wilful disobedience and obstruction
of orders promulgated by publiservants.

1 There are 413 cases in respect of offences, which are punishable with imprisonment for life, out of
which in 174 cases sitting MPs/ MLAs are accused.

1 A largenumber of cases were pending at the appearance stage and evebailable warrants (NB®)
issued by courts have not been executed.

9 Highest number of cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh.

What does the RPA say on this?
Currently, undethe Representation oPeoples (RP) Adiawmakers cannot contest elections only after their
conviction in a Bminal case.
9 Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1diStjualifies a person convicted with a
sentence of two years or more from contesting elenoBut those under trial continued to be eligible
to contest elections.

TR
U n d er t h e Close to 43% winners of the 2019 Lok Sabha

i imi i ion-: polls have criminal cases against them, according
Main reasons (b_r Eriminalization; scanner to the Association for Democratic Reforms
1 Corruption
I Vote bank. 40% 43%
1 Lack of governance. 30%

B 2009 @ 2014
2019

29%
What is the way out? 20%
1 Political parties should themselves refuse ticket 10%
to the tainted. i
1 The RP Act shoulte amended to debar persons % with criminal cases % with serious criminal cases*
against whom cases of a heinous nature are * rape, murder, kidnapping, crimes against women, etc

pending from cotesting elections.

1 Fasttrack courtsshould decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly.
9 Bring greater transparency in campaign financing.
1 The Election Commission loidia (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of
political parties.
InstaLinks 3. ECIcomposition and functions.
Prelims Link: 4. CECappointment.
1. Section 8 of the RP Act. 5. Powers of Election Commission omtters
2. SC guidelines in this regard. related toelection of candidates.
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Mains Link: Link:

Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/4442
politics and what the Supreme Court done to casespendingagainstleqgislatorsacross
address these concerns? country/article32565107.ece

2. EC revises timeline for candidates:

Context

TheElection Commission (EGas decidedo revisethe timeline for political parties and candidates to publish
details of the criminal anteedents of the nominees.

As per the revised guidelines:
The candidates as well as the political parties, regarding candidates nominated by them, will fhebtistails
of criminal antecedents, if any, in newspapers and television in following manner:

1. First publicity: Within first 4 days of last date of withdrawal.

2. Second publicity: Within 5th to 8th day of last date of withdrawal

3. Third publicity: From 9thal till the last day of campaign, i.e. two days prior to date of poll)

4. This timeline will helphe voters in exercising their choices in more informed manner.

What about the uncontested or nominated winning candidates?
Uncontested winner candidates as Was the political parties who nominate them shall also publicise the
criminal antecedents, #diny, as prescribed for other contesting candidates and political parties.

Significance of the move:

It will now mean that the declaration by candidates withririal antecedents will have to spread over three
rounds of publicity beginning with soon aftiling nomination and ending towards the end of campaign
period. EC felt in absence of detailed timelines, candidates had the option of clubbing publicith ofsarcs.

Background

The electoral reform related tpublicity of criminal antecedentsvas &t in motion bythe Supreme Court (SC)
in September, 2018vhen it had asked political parties to publicize criminal antecedents of contestants in new
media.

Eatier this year, the SC had directed thmtlitical parties fielding candidates with criminal mords must tell
the public why they had chosen them over those with clean recoadisng with detailed information about
candidates with criminal cases pendingangt them, including the nature of the offences.

InstaLinks 5. Powers of Election Commission on matters
Prelims Link: related to election of candidates.
1. Revised timeline for timeline for political
parties and candidates to publish details of Mains Link:

the criminal antecedents of the nominees. Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of
2. Section 8 of the RP Act. politics and what the Supreme Court done to
3. ECI composition anddnctions. address these concerfis

4. CEE€appointment.

Topics: Appointmen t to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitutional Bodies.

1. Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha:
Why in News?

The Congress parliamentary strategy group has decided to work with the Opposition parties to fietd a jo
candidate for the electionak I 2& F {F 6 K RSLJzi& OKIFIANXIYQ&A L2ado
1 The post had fallen vacant after Harivansh Narayan Singh's term ended. He hdmsimceelected

to the Upper House as a member from Bihar.
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About the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha:
It isa constitutional position created under Article 89 of the Constitutiomwhich specifies thaRajya Sabha
shall choose one of its MPs to be the DdapiChairman as often as the position becomes vacant.

Who can be a deputy chairman?

The Deputy Chairmais elected by the Rajya Sabha it$esin amongst its members.

Whenever the office of the Deputy Chairman falls vacant, the Rajya Sabha elects anethieemto fill the
vacancy.

The Deputy Chairman vacates his office in any of the following three cases:
1. if he ceases to be a member of the Rajya Sabha;
2. if he resigns by writing to the Chairman;
3. if he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority ohallhembers of the Rajya Sabha. Such a
NEa2fdziazy OFy 06S Y2@SR 2yte FUSNI AABAY I wmn

Functions

1. ¢KS 5SLlzié / KFEANXIY LISNF2NXa (KS RdziASa 2F GKS

President acts as Presidentdischarges the functions of the President.

2. He also acts as the Chairman when the latter is absent from thegsif the House. In both the cases,
he has all the powers of the Chairman.

3. The Deputy Chairman also plays a critical role in ensuring the smaamting of the House.

Powers
9 The Deputy Chairman i@t subordinate to the Chairman. He is directly respobi& to the Rajya
Sabha.
1 The Deputy Chairman is entitled to a regular salary and allowance which are fixed by Parliament and
are charged on the @solidated Fund of India.

Election Procedure:

1. For electing the Deputy Chair any Rajya Sabha MP can submitca mmposing the name of a

colleague for this constitutional position. The motion has to be seconded by another MP.

2. Additionally, the member mdng the motion has to submit a declaration signed by the MP whose
name s/he is proposing stating that the MPwilling to serve as the Deputy Chairperson if elected.
Each MP is allowed to move or second only one mation.

Then the majority of the House dées who gets elected as the Deputy Chairperson.
4. However, if the political parties arrive at a consensus catdidhen that MP will be unanimously
elected as the Deputy Chair.

w

Panel of ViceChairmen:
1 TheChairman shall, from time to time, nominate frormamongst the members of the Council a panel
of not more than six Vice&Chairmen,any one of whom may preside oviére Council in the absence of

the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman when so requested by the Chairman, or in his absence, by the

Deputy Chairman.
1 AViceChairman nominated under sutule (1) shall hold office until a new panel of Vi€géhairmen is

nominated.
Instalinks 5. About the Panel of Vie€Ehairmen.
Prelims Link:
1. Eligibility for the post of deput€hairman MainsLink:
of Rajya Sabha. Discuss how the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha i$
2. Article 89 of the Indian Constitution is elected.
related to?
3. When the Deputy Chairman has to vacate Link:
his office?

4. Powers and functions.
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2. Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha:
Context
Congress has renewed its campaign seeléifgS 5 SLJdzi e { LIS {1 SNR& LRaAAGA2Y
9 The Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy Spdakéhe last 15 months. Instead,panel of MPs has been
assisting the Speaker.

About Deputy Speaker:
Article 930f the Constitution provides fahe election of both the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker.
1 The constitutional office of the Deputy Speaketha# Lok Sabha more symbolic of parliamentary
democracy than some real authority.
1 There imo need to resign from their original party though as a Deputy Speakeey have to remain
impartial.

Roles and functions:
They act as the presiding officer in eaxf leave or absence caused by death or illness of the Speaker of the L
Sabha.

Election
Usually, the Deputy Speakereiected in the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after the General electifyom
amongst the nembers of the Lok Sabha.

9 Itis by convetion that position of Deputy Speaker is offered to opposition party in India.

Tenure and removal:
1 They hold office until eithethey cease to be a member of the Lok Sabha or they resign.
1 They can beemoved from ofice by a resolution passed in the Lokt®a by an effective majority of
its members.

InstaFact
There isa constitutionrmandated panel of 10 members to preside over the proceedings of the Lok Sabha in
the absence of Speaker.

InstaLinks 5. Tenure and removal.
Prelims Link:
1. Constitutional provisions related to the Mains Link:
office of Deputy Speaker. The constitutional office of the Deputy Speaker of
2. Roles and functions. the Lok Sabha is more symbolic of parkantary
3. Appointment and election. democracy than some real authority. Discuss.

4. Does he need to resign from his party after
beingelected?
Linkhttps://www.thehindu.com/news/national/congressenewscampaig-seekslok-sabhadeputy-speaker
post/article3256479.ece

3. No-confidence motion against RS Deputy Chairman:
Context
Rajya Sabha Chairmavi Venkaiah Naidu has rejected the-confidence motionmoved by the Opposition
against the Deputy Chairman Harivarsaying that it is "not admissible under the rules".
A noconfidence motion against the Deputy Chairman is a first in parliament and the convention is th
Mr Singh should not preside over housessions till the matter is settled.

What's the issue?
www.insightsonindia.com 40 InsightslAS
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Oppasition parties have accused Deputy Chairman of violating the parliamentary procedures in trying

to pass the farm sector Bills in haste, circumventing all demands for proper voting.

They also sathat the Deputy Chairman did not allgeoints of orderto beraised and did not allow

large numbers of members of Rajya Sabha, from diverse political parties, to even speak against farn
bills.

Deputy Chairman:
Rajya Sabha elects a Deputy Chairman to perfitie functions of the Chairman in case of a vacancy in the
office of the Chairman or when the Vi€resident is acting as or discharging the functions of the President.

More about Deputy Chairman, his powers and functions:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/09/deputchairmanof-rajyasabhal

Removai
He may be removed from office by a resolution of Rajya Sabha movedaftegen days noticeof the
intention to move the resolution and passed dynajority of all thethen members of the House.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Eligibility for the post of deputy Chairman Discuss how the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha i
of Rajya Sabha. elected.
2. Article 89 of the Indian Constitution is
related to? Link:
3. When the Deputy Chairman has to vacate https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
his office? m/news/national/parliamentproceedingsl 2-
4. Powers and functions. oppositionpartiesgive-notice-of-no-confidence
5. About the Panedf ViceChairmen. againstharivansh/articl82654235.ece/amp/

6. What is point of order?

4. When can MPs beauspended from the House?
Why in News?
Eight Rajya Sabha MPs were suspended on September @irtdy behaviour in the House.
The government moved motion seeking the suspension of these MPs and it was passed by voice vo

Power to suspend Rajya SabhaP¢g:
The Chairman of Rajya Sabha is empowered uRdéx Number 25%0 "direct any Member whoseonduct is
in his opiniongrossly disorderly to withdraw immediately” from the House.
Unlike the Speaker, howevehe Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have the powo suspend a
Member. The House may, by another motion, terminate the suspension.
TheHouse may adopt a motiosuspendhg the Member from the service of the Houlee a period not
exceeding the remainder of the session.

Background
It isthe role and duy of the Presiding Officet Speaker of Lok Sabha and Chairman of Rajya Sabha
T to maintain order so that the House c&amction smoothly.

How can suspension of MPs be justified? Isn't this an extreme step to take in order to curb unruly behaviour
The ®lution to unruly behaviour has to be losigrm and consistent with democratic values.

There can be no question that tlemforcement of the supreme authority of the Presiding Officer is essential
for smooth conduct of proceedings. However, a balance hég tstruck. It must be remembered that the job
of the Presiding Officer is to run the House, not to lord over it.

Instalinks 1. Power to suspend MPs vs powers to revoke
Prelims Link: suspension.

www.insightsonindia.com 41 InsightslAS

—

\ 54

e.



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/09/deputy-chairman-of-rajya-sabha/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-12-opposition-parties-give-notice-of-no-confidence-against-harivansh/article32654235.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-12-opposition-parties-give-notice-of-no-confidence-against-harivansh/article32654235.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-12-opposition-parties-give-notice-of-no-confidence-against-harivansh/article32654235.ece/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-12-opposition-parties-give-notice-of-no-confidence-against-harivansh/article32654235.ece/amp/

2. Difference in procedures followed by Lok The solution to unruly behaviour of MPs in

Sabha and Rajya Sabim this regard. Parliament has to be lorgrm and consistent with
3. Appeals with regard to electioof MPs. democratic values. Comment.
4. Rules in this regard.
Link:
Mains Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai

nedwhencanmpsbe-suspendedrom-the-house
what-rules-are-followed-in-the-process6605221/

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.

1. Committee on Content Regulation in Government Advertising (CCRGA)
Why in News?

19th meeting of Supreme CouwrhandatedCommittee on Content Regulation in Government Advsitig
(CCRGA)as held recently.

What is CCRGA? When was it set up?
As perthe directions of Supreme Court in 201fhe Government of India had set up a three meanbody in
2016to look into content regulation of government funded advertisements in all dia platforms.
T ''a LISNJ RANBOGlA2ya 2 FstafeKate mardiafed fofsedup thdalrddfiRofi@ thie@ dz
member committees on Content Regulation of Gonenent Advertisements.
1 Karnataka, Goa, Mizoram and NagalaBthates have already constitutethte-level Three Member
Committees.

What are its powers?
1 Itis empoweredo address complaints from the general public and can also take-swaio
cognizancenf ary violation of the Supreme Court guidelines and recommend corrective actions.
1 TheCommittee nay, if necessary, also decide to summon the concerned official of the Govt. agencie

dealing with release of advertisements in the event of undue delay inresgaadi 42 / 2 YYA G @ S

notices.
Supreme Court Guidelines: _ Cracking the Whip
1 The content of government advertisemsrshould
65 NBtSOLyl G2 GKS 3208 ialiaiay 2yt
ftSAlLt 20t A3 aA2Yya | a ¢S KO LUIEE T NJ
entitlements. mx:::.,?:
1 The advertisement materials shoute designed to three-member content

- ; regulation committ:
meet the objectives of the campaign and to ensure — -
Panel asks ministry to

maximum reach in a cost eftive way. pU states on a ‘strict
f It should be accurate and not presenting pre existin deadline to respond to

- _ SC orders’
policies and products as new. The advertisement I 20 1= G Se e

T
cording to the SC guide-

lines, government ad cam-
paigns should ‘not betrected

content should also not promote the political ordered the settingup of I at promoting political inter-
interests of the ruling party. SUctia panel I €ach SKIE| Y ests of g party:
Instalinks 4. What are Supreme Court Guidelines on
Prelims Link: Government advertisements?
1. When was CCRGA setup?
2. What are its pavers? Mains Link:
3. States that have setup committees on Discuss the roles and mandate of the Committee
Content Regulation of Government on Content Regulation in Government Adigng
Advertisements. (CCRGA).

2. Let virtual courts stay: law panel:

Context
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Parliamentary Panel on Law and Justicas Submitted its repot Cdzy OG A2y Ay 3 2F GKS +
Proceedings througiideo/ 2 Y F SNBY OA Yy 3¢ @
9 This is the first report to be presented byy parliamentary panel on the impact of the pandemic.

Key recommendations:
1. Continue virtual courts even in a peSOVID scenario.
2. Transfer of certain categories of cases, like cases péertpio traffic challans or other petty offences,
from regular cout establishments to virtual courts will reduce the pendency of cases.
3. Infrastructure needs to be upgraded especially in district courts to implement this.
4. Ministry of Law and Justice alinistry of Electronics and Information Technology should address
dai I LINA @I 08 FyR RIFGIF aSOdNARGE O2yOSNya oKAES

What are the challenges present?

1. The presentnfrastructure does not support virtual cod proceedings.

2. Almost 50% lawyers, particularly in district couds,not have any laptop or computer facility.

3. Many witnesses have said the virtual court hearings, especially during peak hours when many peop
log into the videeconferencing system, wasibject tofrequent crashes of the system and said entire
proceedirgs can be vitiated by one glitch.

4. There were also concerns thattual courts will compromise privacy of data as well as confidentiality
of discussionsand court proceedings (For instana@®urts in the United States had to deal wthom
bombingTt an unwanted intrusion by hackers and internet trolls into a video conference call).

What are virtual courts?
Virtual Courtis a concept aimed at eliminating presence of litigant or lawyeréncthurt and adjudication of
the case online.
1 An ecourt or Electront Courtmeans a location in which matters of law are adjudicated upon, in the
presence of qualified Judge(s) and which has a-aeleloped technical infrastructure.

The eCourts Project:
It was conceptualized on the basisioK S & b I (G A 2 y I tn Plargfér inpil@mentafidR of In@iimAtiBn
and Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indian Judiaiaryn nsukimitted by eCommittee, Supreme
Court of India with a vision to transform thedian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts.
The eCourts Mission MaglProject is a Paxindia Projectmonitored and funded by Department of Justice,
Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of Indiathe District Courts across the country.

1 As on date, 8845 district and subordinate courts have been IT enabled.

The progct envisages:
1. To provide efficient & timdound citizen centric services delivery as detailed in eCourt Project
[AGATlFylQa [/ KIF NI SN
To develop, install & implement decision support systemcourts.
To automate the processes to provide transparency geasibility of information to its stakeholders.
4. To enhance judicial productivity, both qualitatively & quantitatively, to make the justice delivery
system affordable, accessible, cost effee, predictable, reliable and transparent.

wn

Instalinks Mains Link:
PrelimsLink: Discuss the significance of virtual courts.
1. Who is authorised to appoint other place
or places as seat of the Supreme Court? Link:

2. eCourtsProject was launched by? https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/continu
3. What is a mission mode project? e-virtual-courtsin-postcovidperiod-as-digitat
4. About law commissiorcomposition and justiceis-fastercheaper

functions. panel/article32579533.ece
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3. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC):
Why in News?

NHRC ha8 NR S NB R

GdKS

laal Yy 3 2aceSisygarokiynan wih@wag hrashed morefthari ak

year ago in Biswanath disttifor selling cooked beef at his tea stall at a weekly market.

Relevance of this article for UPSC exam:

From this article, we can understand whether NHRC has powers to recommend payment of compensation ¢
not.

About National Human Rights
Commission (NH®):

It isa statutory bodyestablished on
12th October, 1993 undehe

THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (NHRC)

The Protection of Human Rights
Act, 1993

The Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill 2019

The Commission shall consist of a
Chauperson who has been a Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court.

The Bill amendsthisto providethat a
personwho has been Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court or a Judge of the
Supreme Court will be the chairperson
of the NHRC.

The Act provides that NHRC must
consist of two Members to be
appomted from amongst persons
having knowledge of. or practical
expenence in, matters relating to
human rights.

The Bill amends this to allow three
membersto be appointed, of which at
least one wall be a woman

Protection of Human Rights Act Chairperson
(PHRA), 1993.

The Act also provides for the creation ¢

the State Human Rights Commissian o
We” Members
Composition

The chairperson ia retired chiefjustice
of India or a judge of the Supreme

The Chairpersons of the National
Commission for Mmonties, the
National Commssion for the
Scheduled Castes. the National
Commission for the Scheduled
Trnbes and the National Commission
for Women shall be deemed to be
Members of the Commussion

The Bill provides for including the
chairpersons of the National
Commuission for Backward Classes,
the National Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights. and the
Chief Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities asmembers ofthe NHRC.

The Act states that the chairperson
andmembers ofthe NHRC will hold
office for five years ortill the age of
seventy years, whichever is earlier

The Bill reduces the term of office to
three years or till the age of seventy
vears, whichever is earlier.

The Act allows for the reappomtmert
of members of the NHRC for a
penod of five years.

The Bill removes the five-year mit
for reappointment.

The Act provides for a Secretary-
General who shall be the Chief
Executive Officer ofthe Comrmisson
and shall exercise powers as may be
delegated to them.

[The Bill amends this and allows the
Secretary-General to exercise all
administrative and financial powers
(exceptjudicial functions), subject to
the chairperson’s control.

Ex-officio
Court. members
They areappointed by the Presidenbn
the recommendations of a sinember
committee consisting of: o
1. Prime Minister (head)
2. Speaker of the Lok Sabha
3. Deputy Chairman of the Rajya | Reappointment
Sabha Powers of
4. Leaders of the Oppo#in in Secretary-
both the Houses of Parliament | ™
5. Union Home Minister.

Term and removal:
They hold office for a term of five years or until they attain the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.
The President can remove them from the office under specific circurostan

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. NHREcomposition.
2. Functions.
3. Selection of chairman and members.
4. Term and removal.

4,

5. Key changes introduced by the Protection

of Human RightsAmendment) Bill, 2019.

Link:

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

?0rgld=GJP7P7RCV.1&imageview=0

About the Central Pollution Control Board:
CPCB ia statutory organisatiorwhich was constituted in September, 1974 untiez Water (Prevetion and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.
It was entrusted with the powers and functions undiee Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution)

Act, 1981.

It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and

Forestsunder theprovisions othe Envirorment (Protection) Act, 1986.

Important functions:
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to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by prevention, control an
abatement of water pollution.
to improve the quality of aiand to prevent, control or abate air potion in the country.

Why in News?
CPCB recently celebrated 46th Foundation Day.
InstalLinks 4. Composition of CPCB.
Prelims Link:
1. About CPCB. Mains Link:
2. Powers and functions. Discuss the functions of CPCB.

3. CPCB vs State Pollution ConBohrds.

5. National Medical Commission:
Context
The Union government has set the National Medical Commission (NM@Jong with four other autonomous
boards whileabolishing the MCI.
The four autonomous boards include:
1. Undegraduate Medical Education Board.
2. Postgraduate Medical Education Board.
3. Medical Assessment and Rating Board.
4. Ethics and Medical Registration Board.
These boards have been constituted to help the NMC intdajay functioning.

About the National MedicalCommission:

The Centre has notifietthe 33-member NMCwhich will be chaired for three years by Suresh Chandra Sharma.

1 Apart from the Chairman, the NMC wabnsist of 10 eyofficio members and 22 paftime members
appointed by the Central government.

Furctions of NMC:

1. laying down policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals.

2. assessing the req@ments of human resources and infrastructure in healthcare.

3. ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils with the regulations nmaide the Bill.

4. framing guidelines for determination of fee for up to 50% of the seats in the private medical

institutions.

InstaLinks 3. Autonomous boards constituted.
Prelims Link: 4. Functions of NMC.

1. About the Medical Council of India. 5. Compositdbn.

2. About NMC.

Mains Link:Discuss the roles and functions of the newly constituted National Medical Commission (NMC).

6. National Coopettave Development Corporation (NCDC):

Context

NCD@as sanctioned as first instalment, funds amounting to Rs 19444 crores $taties of Chhattisgarh,
Haryana and Telangana for Kharif paddy procurement uhtdeimum Support Price (MSP) operations.

About NCDC:
It isa statutory corporationset up undethe National Cooperative Development Corporation Act, 1962.
The objectives oNCDGire planning and promoting programmes for production, processing, marketing,
storage, export and import of agricultural produce, foodstuffs, industrial goods, livestooteataih other
notified commodities and services on cooperative principles.
NCEC is a major financial institution for cooperatives, and has stavtisdion Sahakar 22yhich aims
G2 R2dzofS FTINXYSNBRQ AyO2YS 0@ HAHHOD
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InstaLinks 5. Products covered under MSP.
Prelims Link: 6. Is there any statutory backing for the
1. About NCDC. announcement of MSPs.
What is MSP? 7. MSP for sugarcane.

2.
3. Who announces MSP?
4. Role of Commission for Agricultural Costs &  Mains Link:
Prices (CACP) in deciding RIS Discuss the roles and functions of NCDC.

7. NPPA caps price of Liq Medical Oxygen and Medical Oxygen cgtisid
Context

To ensure availability of medical oxygen in the country at a reasonable price amidst the I3(aidiemic,

the national drug pricing regulator National Pharmaceutical Pricing AuthdiRPAhas apped the price of

medical oxygen cylindeend liquid medical oxygen for six months.

Related provisions:
The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare delegated powers uisdamtion 10(2) (1) of Disaster Management
Act, 2005to NPPA to take all necessary stépsmmediately regulate the availability drpricing of liquid
medical oxygen (LMO) and medical oxygen cylinders.
Oxygen Inhalation (Medicinal Gas) is a scheduled formulation, covered tnadiational List of
Essential Medicines (NLEM).

About the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM:
Underthe provisions oDrug Prices Control Order, 201&nly the prices of drugs that figure fihe National
List of Essential Medicines (NLEBYe monitored and controlled by the regulatdhe National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority.
Essential medicines athose that satisfy the priority healthcare neeafshe majority of the
population.
The primary purpose of NLEM is to promote rational use of medicines considering the three importa
aspects i.e. cost, safety and efficacy.
Paragraph 19 of the DPCO, 20Q4@als with increase or decrease in drug pricedasrextraordinary
circumstances. However, there is neither a precedent nor any formula prescribed for upward revision of ceil
prices.

Instalinks 4. Section 10(2) (I) of Disaster Management
Prelims Link: Act, 2005.

1. NPPAfunctions.

2. What is NEM? Who maimtins the list? Mains Link:

3. What is the Drug Price Control Order? What is the National List of Essential Medicines?

What is its significance? Discuss.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for d evelopment in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. Adjusted gross revenue (AGR):

Why inNews?

The Supreme Court has allowed telecom compamies & S NEQ (GAYS (G2 LI & GKSA
dues to the governrant.

The judgment:
1. The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) should decide whether or not spectrum can be sold un
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.
2. Due to the currenovid19 situation, tetos should pay 10 per cent of the total dues by March 31,
2021.
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3. Telecom companies would also have to make payments defore February 7 every year. The ron
payment of dues in any year would lead to accrual of interest and invite contempt of court pingse
against such companies.

2 Kl dQa UGUKS AaadsSK

AnOctober 2019 judgment of the courh the AGR issue originally wantdek telcos to make the repayments

in three months. The court had concluded that the private telecom sector had long reaped thefrihiés

/| SYiNBQa fA0SNIYfAT SR Y2RS 27F LI &YSyid o0& NBPSydzS

f Later, the government had proposed in court ay®| NJ ¢ F2 N dzf + ¢ F2NJ 1St O2

payments of the dues. But, the court observed that the period of 20 years fixed for paysnent
excessive.

9@SY I FOASNI LI NI LIeYSyidz (GKS RdzSa adAftf NHzy G2

What is AGR?

Adjusted Gross Revenue (A@Rhe usage and licensing fee that telecom operators are charged by the
Department of Telecommunications (Do} is divided into spectrum usagbharges and licensing fees,
pegged between-% percent and 8 percent respectively.

How is it calculated?
Asper DoT, the charges are calculated based on all revenues earned by aitethaling nortelecom related
sources such as deposit interests andeasales.

What are issues associated? When it all began?

The telecom sector wdiberalised under the Nabnal Telecom Policy, 199%ifter which licenses were issued
to companies in return foa fixed license fee.

However, to provide relief from the stedixed license feethe government in 1999 gave an option to the
licensees to migrate to the revenue shagrfee model.

1 Under this, mobile telephone operators were requiredsttare a percentage of their AGR with the
government as annual license fee (LIdaspectrum usage charges (SUGense agreements
between the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) #redtelecom companies define the gross
revenues of the latter.

The dispute between DoT and the mobile operators was maintheefinition of AGR.

9 The DoT argued that AGR includes all revenues (before discounts) from both telecom dalt:omm
services The companies claimed that AGR should comprise just the revenue accrued from core serv
and not dividend, interest income or profit on sale ofyanvestment or fixed assets.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis AGR? How is it calculated? Mains Link:
2.2KFG gla {/ Qa @SNRA Ol Digeyss thekchalieKges facing Indian telecom sector
3. Composition of TRAI? today. What should th&overnment of India do to
4. How spectrum allocation is done in India? save the telecom sector?

2. Special Marriage Act, 1954:
Why in News?
Plea in Supreme Court over cert@pecial Marriage Act provisions.
f The petition seekthe couri Qa RANBOGA2ya (2 &0iNRA1S R246y OSSN

What are the controversial provisions? Why they should be struck down?

Section 5 of the (Actjequires that a notice of intended marriage to be given by the parties to the marriage to
the Marriage Officer othe district where at least one of the pag8 to the marriage has resided for a period of
not less than thirty days immediately preceding the date on which such notice is given.

Section Gmandates that all such notices received shall be entered in theiage notice book and the

Marriage Officeshall publish a notice by affixing a copy thereof to some conspicuous place in his office,
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Sections6(2) and 6(3Y:he provisions under the Act require parties to an intended marriagpblish their
private details for public scrutiny 30 days prior to thatended marriage.
9 This provision violatethe right to privacy of the partiesThe right to privacy is held to be an aspect of
the right to life underArticle 21 of the Constitution.
1 The requirement is also in violation dht to equality under Articlel4 of the Constitution since no
other laws prescribe such a requirement.

What is Special Marriage Act of 19547
The SMA is a law whiellows solemnization of marriages without going through any religious customs or
rituals.
People from different castesr@eligions or states get married under SMA in which marriage is solemnized by
way of registration.
1 The prime purpose of the Act wasaddress Intefreligious marriages and to establish marriage as a
secular institution bereft of all religious formalitiesnvhich required registration alone.

Procedure mentioned:
The SMA prescribes afaborate procedure to get the marriage registered.

1. One of the parties to the marriage has to give a notice of the intended marriage to the marriage offic
of the district wlere at least one of the parties to the marriage has resided for at least 30 days
immediately prior to the date on which such notice is given.

2. Such notice is then entered in the marriage notice book and the marriage officer publishes a notice d
marriage atsome conspicuous place in his office.

3. The notice of marriage published by the mage officer includes details of the parties like names, date
2T OANIKIZ 383> 200dzLJ A2y > LI NByGaQ ylrySa |y
number et.

4. Anybody can then raise objections to the marriage on various grounds prowraid the Act. If no
objection is raised within the 30 day period, then marriage can be solemnized. If objections are raise
then the marriage officer has to inquire into tledjections after which he will decide whether or not to
solemnize the marriage.

Instalinks 5. Overview of Articles 14 and 21 of the
Prelims Link: constitution.

1. Objectives of the Special Marriage Act.

2. Key provisionsSections 5 and 6. Mains Link:

3. Key requirements under the Act for the What are the controversial provisions in the Special

registration of marriage. Marriage Act of 1954? Why the law needs a

4. Detailspublished by the marriage officer. review? Discuss.

Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/ndional/plea-in-supremecourt-sayssecularmarriagelaw-violatesprivacy
to-marry/article32513113.ece

3. Busines®keform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of states:
Context
4th edition of BusinesReform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of statesiounced recently bthe Department
of Industrial Promotion and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
1 Ranking of States is based on the impleméotaof Business Reform Action Plan started in the year
2015.

%

T hy$S 4YF22 N PKIKISOdINNBY(§ NIy AyBAYRAGKRSAHR S
LISNF2NXYIF yOS GaSEOf dzaA@dStee G2 dzaSNJ FSSRol O1 @
Thefive ten states under State Reform Action Plan 201r@¢:a
1. Andhra Pradesh 3. Telangana 5. Jharkhand

2. Uttar Pradesh 4. Madhya Pradesh
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What is BRAP?
The Business Reform Action Plan 2@98ncludes 180 reform points covering 12 business regulatory areas
such as Access to Information, Single Window System, Labourineirt, etc.

Why are the states ranked on BRAP Implementation? QUICK PROGRESS FOR UP
The larger objective of attracting investments and increasing | state Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking comparison
Ease of Doing Business in each State was sought to be achicf Lt el
by introducing an element of healthy competition through a | Andhra Pradesh i L s
systemof ranking states based on their performance in the ¥$;$:°Sh 23 122 1;’
implementation of Business Reform Action Plan. Madhya Pradesh 4 : 3
Jharkhand 5 4 -1

Significance and the need for these rankings: Cilatisian g b g

. . . Himachal Pradesh 7 16 9
State rankings will help attract investmanfoster healthy Rajasthan m g N

competition and increase Ease of Doing Businesaich State.

4. Mid-day meal scheme:

Why in News?

The Vice President, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu recently suggestenhillkatould be givereither as part of
breakfast othe mid-day mealin order to improve the nutritional levels of children.

About Mid-Day mel scheme:
The schemguarantees one meal to all children in government and aided schools and madarsas supported
under Samagra Shiksha.
Students up to Class VHre guaranteed one nutritimal cooked meadt least 200 days in a year.
9 The Scheme comes undie Ministry of HRD.
1 Itwaslaunched in the year 1995 as the National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary
Education (NR, NSPE)a centrally sponsored schem@. 2004 the scheme was relaunched gme Mid
Day Meal Scheme.

The MDM rules 2015, proge that:

1 The place of serving meals to the children shall be school only.

1 If the Mid-Day Meal is not provided in school on any schogl diae to noravailability of food grains or
any other reasonthe State Government shall pay food security allowanog15th of the succeeding
month.

1 The meal shall be prepared in accordance with the Mid Day Meal guidelines issued by the Central
Governmentirom time to time.

1 ProcuringAGMARK quality items for preparation of midday mealasting of meals by two or three
adult members of the school management committee, including at least one teacher, before serving
children.

1 TheSchool Management Commige mandated undethe Right to Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009shall also monitor implementation of the Miday meal Scheme.

1 TheState Steeringcum Monitoring Committee (SSMGhall oversee the implementation of the
scheme including establishment of a mechanism for maintenance of nutritional standards and quality
of meals.
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Nutritional norms: FOOD NORMS UNDER MID-DAY MEAL

1. Interms ofcalorie hntake,as per the MDM guidelines, the (PERCHILD PER DAY IN GRAMS)
children in primary schosimust be provided with at least e ocibourih
450 calories with 12 grams of protein through MDM whil c,m;‘; c.asspe'; ?

the children in upper primary schools should get 700
calories with 20 grams of protein, as per MHRD.

2. Thefood intake per meaby the children of primary
classes, as pwvided by MHRD is 100 grams of food grain

Foodgrains % Foodgrains

100gms . 150gms

Pulses ’ ) Pulses

20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables and 5 gram 20gms 30gms

oils and fats. For the children of upperimary schools,

the mandated breakup is 150 granof food grains, 30 Vegetables B Vegetables

grams of pulses, 75 grams of vegetables atdgrams of 50gms 9%, 75gms

oils and fats. 2

QOil and fats Oiland fats
Financing 5gms o 15gms
Thecost of the MDMS is shared between the central and state @
governments. BsnegaSwasthindi SR—
1 The central government provides free food grains to the
states.

1 The cost of goking, infrastructure development, transportation of food gsaand payment of
honorarium to cooks and helpers is shared by the centre with the state governments.

Instalinks 5. Nutritional norms prescribed.
Prelims Link: 6. Coverage under the scheme.
1. Origin of MDMS. 7. Responsibility to pay food security
2. When was it renamed? allowance under the scheme.

3. Difference between centitly sponsored

and Central sector schemes? What kind of Mains Link:

scheme of the MDMS? Discuss theignifiance of MidDay Meal scheme.
4. Financing under the scheme.

5. Five Star Villages Scheme:
Context
TheDepartment of Postdias launched a scheme callEdve Star Villagedp ensure universal coverage of
flagship postal schemes in rural areas of the country.
1 The scheme is beirlgunchedon pilot basis in Maharashtra.

The schemes covered under the Five Star scheme include:

Savings Bank accounts, Recurrent Deposit Accounts, NSC / KVP certificates.

Sukanya &nridhi Accounts/ PPF Accounts.

Funded Post Office Savings Account linked Indiafsnhents Bank Accounts.

Postal Life Insurance Policy/Rural Postal Life Insurance Policy.

Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana Account / Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti BingaaAtopunt.

arwNPRE

Rating of villages:
If a village attains universal coverage for focinemes from the above list, then that village gets fetar
status; if a village completes three schemes, then that village get tiagestatus and so on.
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Scheme Implenentation Team:

9 The scheme will be implemented by a team of five Strategy
Gramin Dak Sevaksho will be assigned a village > Formation of dedicated Teams
for marketing of all products, savings and insuranc >  Infrastructure / Equipments
schemes of the Department of Posts. > Training

9 This team will be headed by the Branch Post >  Campaign

P Involvement of local Functionaries

Master of the concerned Branch Office.

1 Mail overseer will keep personal watch on progres:
of team on daily basis.

I The teams will be led and monitored by concerned
Divisional Head, Assistant Superintendents Posts

and Inspector Poss.

Monitoring
Recognition of Achievements

Instal inks: 4. Implementation of the scheme.
Prelims Link:
1. The above mentioned scheme has been Mains Link:
launched by? Disass the significance of Five Star Villages
2. Schemes covered under it. Scheme.

3. How are villges rated under the scheme?

6. Pesticides Management Bill, 2020:
Why in News?

QELISNI A KIF@S 61 NYSR (GKIG TS LINRdDIherdora, yhéy have calledfar a
wider consultations on the bill and asked it to place it befoga
a select committee.

Cropin

PESTICIDE {87
CONSUMPTION

Key issues/provisions highlighted by experts:

1 It would not allow the manufacture and export of
pesticides not registered for use in Iraleven if
these are approved in other countries.

1 The billwill increase the import of formulationsand

India is the
leading producer

will damage the export of agrohemicals. This is o

against the demands psented bythe Ashok ;
Dalwai Committee, constituted in 201&® promote —_— _
domestic anl indigenous industries and agricultura %— i L )
exports from India. The committee had produced annually

aver 50% of the total
production is
exported every year

recommended reduction in import and dependencs
on imported formulations.

1 The bill givepowersto Registration Committee
(RC) to subjectively review registration of a
pesticide and then suspend, cancel or even ban its
usage.This would be done without any scientific
evaluation.

9 It also provides fore-registration of pesticides
already registered under the erstwhile 1968 Act.
This will bring instability in the pesticides indyst

Top twoe crops far which
pesticides are used:
Paddy (26%-28%) &
Cotton (18%-20%)

s W 3\

e Top consumer of @

chemical pesticides

Andhra Pradesh :
of total -
—24% onsum ption Il’

Background ght states account for
ThePesticides Management Bill, 202@as approved by the
Union Cabinet in February this yedtwill replecethe
Insecticides Act, 1968.

Key provisions in the Bill:
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1. The Bill wilfegulate the business of pesticides and compensate farsgr case of losses from the use
of agrochemicals.

2. Pesticide Datalt will empower farmers by providing them with all theamination about the strength
and weakness of pesticides, the risk and alternatives. All information will be available openly s datg
digital format and in all languages.

3. Compensation The Bill has a unique feature in the form of a provision for comp@nrsain case there

is any loss because of the spurious or low quality of pesticides. If reqaiceshtral fund will be

formed to take care of the compensations.

Organic Pesticidesthe Bill also intends to promote organic pesticides.

5. Registration of Pedtide ManufacturersAll pesticide manufacturers have to be registered and bound
by the new Act, once it is passed. The advertiseimef pesticides will be regulated so there should be
no confusion or no cheating by the manufacturers.

»

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the significance of the Pesticides
1. Top 3 producers of pesticides in the world. Management Bill, 2020.
2. LYRAI Q&4 SELRNI& YR AYLRNI&A Ay GKAaAa asS3avysSyido
3. Crop with maximum share of pestieis Link:
consumption in India. https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture
4. About the Cemal Insecticides Board. /pesticidesmanagememntbill-2020will-hurt-

farmerslivelihoodsayexperts73338

7. Essential Commodities Bill Passed:

The Lok Sabha recently passed this bill by a waite
The Bill is meant to replace an ordinance promulgated in June, in the watke GOVIEL9 lockdown.

Key provisions:

1. It proposes taderegulate the production, storage, movement and sale of several foodstuiffsluding
cereals, pulses, edible oilagonions, except in the case eftraordinary circumstances.

2. What arethe extraordinary circumstances mentioned in the Bil{®) war, (ii) famine, (iii) extraordinary
price rise and (iv) natural calamity of grave nature.

3. Stock limit: The Ordinance requigethat imposition of any stock limit on agricultural produce must be
based on priceise.

4. A stock limit may be imposed only if there i) a 100% increase in retail price of horticultural
produce; and (ii) a 50% increase in the retail price ofperishable agricultural food items.

5. How is it calculatedThe increase will be calculateder the price prevailing immediately preceding
twelve months, or the average retail price of the last five years, whichever is lower.

Powers of Central Government undéetEssential Commodities Act, 1955
The central government can designate certain comdities as essential commodities.
The central government maggulate or prohibit the production, supply, distribution, trade, and
commerce of such essential commodities

Benefits
This will remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatayfémence in their business
operations.
The freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead to harnessing of economies of
scale and attract private sectoofeign direct investment into agriculture sector.
It will help drive up investmennhicold storages and modernization of food supply chain.

Instalinks 2. Powers to includerad remove
Prelims Link: commodities from the list.
1. Items included under the original Essential 3. Is it mandatory for the states to follow
Commodities Act of 1955. OSYyiNBQa 3JdzA RSt AySak
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4. Can the govt fix MRP of a product under Discuss the significance of Essential Commodities

this act? Act. Why the recent EconomiciSey saidhat this
5. Latest amendments. act is outdated and must go? Discuss.
Mains: Link:

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=G1Q7P0VIH.1&imageview=0

8. Pradhan Mantri Sasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY):
Why in News?
Cabinet approves establishment of néw India Institute ‘

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at Darbhanga, Bilnader Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) =/
the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSS ETNN U CTodle nca I TICARTICHIS Sy ottt y

y

About PMSSY:

PMSSY wamnnounced in 2003vith objectives of
correcting regional imbalances in the availability of

. . . Setting up of
affordable/ reliable tertiary healthcare services and also Institutions Upgradation of
to augment facilities for guay medical education in the like AlMS Government Medical
country. College/Institutions
The PMSSY implemented by the Ministry of Health and N

Famly Welfare.

It hastwo components:
1. Setting up new AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences)
2. Upgradation of government medical collegevarious states.
The projectcost for upgradation of each medical college institution is shared by the Centre the state.

Instalinks: 4. Institutions setup so far under the scheme.
Prelims Link:

1. Components under PMSSY. Mains Link:

2. Cost sharing. Discuss the significance of the scheme.

3. Implementation of the scheme.

9. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment BilRO:
Context:

Introduced in the Lok Sabha.

It seeks to make significant changeghe Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA).

Proposed amendmentghe Bill
LG asSS{ia G2 LINPKAOAUG WLzt AO aSNBFIyiaQ FNRY
It proposes ¢ reduce theuse of foreign funds to meet administrative costs by NGOs from the existing
50 per cent to 20 per cent.
LG asSSla G2 AGLINPKAOAG Fyeée OGNIXrya¥FSNI 2F F2NBAI
It proposes to make Aadhaar cards a mandatdentification document for all officéearers,
directors and other key functionaries of NGOs or associations eligible to receive foreign donations.

Controversial Provisions:
To allow for the central government to hold a summary inquiry to direct bodigtsRIRA approval to

Gy2i dziAfAas GKS dzydziAf AaSR F2NBAIY O2yiNR G dzh

O2yUNROGdziA2YE D
To limit the use of foreign funds for administrative purposes. This would impact research and advoce
organisations which use funding to meet their administrative costs.
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Main Criticisms:

The Bill will enhance government power and restrict foreigmded civil society work in India.

LG OFly o6S dzaSR a | YSkya (2 adGFNBSGO GK2aS 6K2 3
It will curtail the eae of doing business for civil society organisations.

But, why these amendments are necessary?
¢tKS ySSR (2 aUNBy3IukKSy GKS ' 040 KIFa FNARaSyYy Rdz
YAAF LILIINBLINRF GAy3E (KS T dzyeling 19,08GuBhiregidtrativrs in th& st 3
few years.
The annual inflow of foreign contribution has almost doubled between the years 2010 and 2019, but
many recipients of foreign contribution have not utilised the same for the purpose for which they wer
registered omgranted prior permission under the said Act.
Criminal investigations also had to be initiated against dozens of sucgaw@rnmental organisations
which indulged in outright misappropriation or mislisation of foreign contribution.

InstalLinks 5. What is the eligibility criteria for grant of
Prelims Link: registration?
1. When was FCRA enacted? 6. Key provisions in the amendmebill.
2. Who administers the legislation?
3. Definition of foreign funding as per the act. Mains Link:
4. Who cannot accept foreign contributions as Discuss why FCRA has been controversial in the
per the act. recent past.

10. New Defence Acdgsition Procedure of 2020 (DAP 2020):

Context
DAP 2020, which will govern the procurement of defence equipment from the capital budget, was recently
unveikd.

The new policy will supersedie Defence Procurement Procedure of 20ft6m October 1.

Highlights of the new policy:
1. Reservations for Indigenous firms:
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms.
DAP 2020 definds y & ly'y” /S g5 R 2opany that is owned and controlled by resident Indian
citizens, with foreign direanvestment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent.

2. New Buy (GlobaManufacture in India) category:
This stipulategndigenisation of at least 50 per cent of thaeverall contract value of a foreign purchasmught
with the intention of subsequently buildingiit India with technology transfer.
Meeting the difficult indigenisation requirement would force the vendor to build the equipment in
India, rather than suply most of it readybuilt from abroad.

3. Greater indigenous content:
It promotes greateindigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including equipment
manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories;ZD2@ stpulates 10 per cent higher
indigenisation than DPP 2016.

4. Measuring indigenous content:
Indigenous content will now be calculated¥h | & S/ 2 y thatds Tofial CottAcCPE®@ Jess taxes and
duties.

5. Import embargo list:
¢ KS @& A Y LR NI of Y ilems\iEhethe goverrimént promulgated last month has begecifically
incorporated into DAP 202QAn embargo is a government order thastrictscommercewith a specified
country or the exchange of specific goods.)
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6. Offset liability:
The governmant has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement cfraef equipment if the deal is
done throughinter-government agreement (IGA), governmet-government or an ab initio single vendor.
The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invesai pf the contract value in India.

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. What is offset liability? Discuss the significance of the policy.

2. What is Base Control Price?

11. Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,

Rehabilitation anéResettlement Act, 2013:
Why in News?
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad A. Bobde has questioned the infallibility of a land acquisition judgment
delivered by a Constitution Bench, led by his former colleague, Justice Arun Mishra tisayiagdict had &ft
GKAYy3a dadzyal ARE ®

Important obsewations made by CJI: e How 2013 Act Improves on 1894 Act

¢KS 2NRSNJI IATGSR

iFr: Sﬁveral ?j%ectst, t\J/vr;;]ch ?ven y Corisent | \/ gggéiglslnqé%%ct
arliament did not bother to provide SR 7 S
under the Act of 2013. | \’ g

The verdict did not specify for PRI . B
how long the government could af
possess a land acquired without

paying conpensation.

Rehabilitation

Back g Compensation Solatium & resettlement
ackgrouna: 1894 Act _ 1894 Act — 1894 Act _

In March this year, the Supreme Court

Constitution Bench had reaffirmed the Ol e 304 100

February 2018 ruling o8ection 24on up to double the compensation

land acquisition compensation awards ir horblogig l
the Indore Development Authority case. z g

What's the issue?

The judgment of the Constitution Bench was interpret8egtion 24 (2) of the 2013 Aathich dealt with

payment of compensation for land acquired by the government.
It said acquisition would not lapse as long as the government earmahnkecbmpensation raney by
paying it into the treasury. In short, the money need not actually reach the farmer or the landowner.
Acquisition would also not lapse just because the farmer refused the compensation and claimed
higher.
Similarly, there was n@pse in acquisitioif the compensation had been paid but possession not taken
of the land.

When would it lapse then?
The judgment had declared that acquisition would only lapse if the government had neither taken possessia
nor paid the compensation due the landowner fo five or more years prior to January 1, 2014.

Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?0Orgld=GOF70Q86ST.1& imageview=0
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Topics: Development processesand the devel

opment industry - the role of NGOs, SHGs,

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.

1. The young child outcomes index and the young child environment inde»

released:

What is it?

Bah these indices arpartofi KS W{ G (S
1

About the young child outcomes index:

2F GKS [ 2dzy3a I KAfRQ Ay L

It is a report brought out by negovernmental organisatioMobile Creches.

It measures health, nutrition and cognitive growth with the hefpndicators such as infant mortality rate,

stunting and net attendance at the primary school
Key findings:

level.

1 Top 5: Kerala, Goa, Tripura, Tamil Nadu and Mizoram are among the top five States-lieivgedf

children.

f Eight States have scores bglthS 02 dzy (i NBE Q&

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

About the young child environment index:
Its objective is to understand the policy and

environment enablers thanfluence aO KA f RQ ¢
being.

How is it measured?

It uses five policy enablers that influence child wel
being outcomes, including poverty alleviation,
strengthening primary healthcare, improving
education levels, safe water supply and promotior]
of gende equity.

Key findings:

1 Top 5: Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh secured the top five
positions.

Eight States that have a below average
score on the outcomes index also fared
poorly on this one.

Suggestions made by the report:

India spent 1,723 per bild in 2018 on expenses
towards child nutrition, healthcare, education and
other necessary protection services. This is

I SNF 38Y (KS@& | NB
IMPROVING SCORE
(State of the
e INDIA ~ 2015-16 2005-06
Young Child in :
ndiareporty  SCORE 0,585 0.443
Top three states 201516 | Bottom three states 201516
Kerala | Jharkhand
0.858 0.500
0.9 0an 20,1209
Goa 7 Uttar Pradesh
0.817 1 0.460
0.757 02% g 0.7y
Tripura | Bihar
0.761 0.452
0.582 0298 @’

Note: Three major components for constructing the Index, viz, health, nutrition and
cognitive growth and the respective indicators selectod are Infant Mortality Rate,
stunting and net attendance at the primary school level

insufficient and fails to reach the entire eligible

population. Therefore, the need of the hour is to Increase in pubkodimg on chidren.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. 2 K2 NBfSIasSa
in India report?
2. Various indices released as part of this
report.

0KS Ww{

3. Performance of varioustates under these
indices.

GradsS 2F GKS |, 2dzy3 / KAt RQ
Mains Link:Discuss the issue of child wedking in
India, what are the challenges faced by the children
and list down measures to ensure their wéléing.

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/k@ala-tops-in-carefor-children/article32526471.ece

2. What are Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP) and VPRP?

Why in News?
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With the current Covidl 9 situation DA¥NRLMhas designed an online training program to train all State
Missions across the catry onVillage Poverty Reduction Plans (VPRR)partnership withKudumbashree
(National Resource Organisation), National Institute of Rural Development & PanchayStRR R),
Hyderabad and Ministry of Panchayati Raj.

What are Gram Panchayat Develont Plans (GPDP)?
GPDP isonducted from 2nd October to 31st Decembe@vyery year across the country, underK St S 2 LJ
Plan Campaign (PPC).
91 Local bodies, across the countare expected to prepare context specific, need based GPDP.
9 It brings together bth the citizens and their elected representatives in the decentralized planning
processes.

What are Village Poverty Reduction Plans (VPRP)?
PPC guidelines and the joint aidory issued by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Rural
Development hasmandated Self Help Groups and their federations under Deendayal Antyodaya Yejana
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAYRLM)o participate in the annual GPDP plannprgcess and
preparethe Village Poverty Reduction Plan (VPRP).

1 VPRP is a comprehéms demand plan which needs to be integrated with the Gram Panchayat

Development Plan (GPDP).
I The VPRP is presented in the Gram Sabha meetings from Oct. to Degearery

Demands under VPRP are categorized into five major components:

1. Social inclusion plan for inclusion of vulnerable people/household into SHGs under NRLM

2. Entitlement- demand for various schemes such as MGNREGS, SBM, NSAP, PMAY, Ujjwala, Ration
etc.

3. Livelihoods- specific demand for enhancing livelihood through developing agri@jlamimal
husbandry, production and service enterprises and skilled training for placement etc.

4. Public Goods and Servicedemand for necessary basic infrastructuii@, renovation of the existing
infrastructure and for better service delivery

5. Resource Deelopment- demand for protection and development of natural resources like land,
water, forest and other locally available resources

6. Social Developmentplans prepaed for addressing specific social development issues of a village
under the low cost noast component of GPDP.

InstaFact

TheArticle 243G of the Constitutioitended to empower the Gram Panchayats (GPs) by enabling the State
Governments to devolve pows and authority in respect of all 29 Subjects listethaeEleventh Scheduléor
localplanning and implementation of schemes for economic development and social justice.

Instalinks 5. What are Village Poverfgeduction Plans
Preims Link: (VPRP)?
1. Article 243G of the Indian Constitution is
related to? Mains Link:
2. 11" schedule of the Indian Constitution. Discuss the significance of Village Poverty

3.2KFG Aa tS2L) SQa tf | yRddiciohPlans(yPRB)t t / 0 K
4. What areGram Panchayat Development
Plans (GPDP)? Who prepares them?

3. Questions over FCRA nod for PM CARES:

2 KIFGQa GKS A&daadzsSK

ThePM QARES Funldas received an exemption from all provisionshef Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act.
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1 However, it is alleged th®M CARES does not meet the precondition of being a body established ang
owned by the government whose accounts are auditegdthe Comptroller and AuditorGeneral
(CAQG).

What the rules say?

InJuly 2011the Home Ministry issued an ordekempting all bodies established by a Central or State Act

which are required to have their accounts audited by the CAG.

' Earlier this yeamn Jnuary 30, 2020it issued a fresh order superseding the previous @né, 2 S ES

organisations (not being a political party), constituted or established by or under a Central Act or a
State Act or by any administrative or executive order of the CehiBovernment or any State
Governmentand wholly owned by the respective Government and requirelaee their accounts
compulsorily audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) or any of the agencies ¢
0KS /! D¢

Why PM CARES Fund canbetexempted?
1. Itwas not set up through a Central or State Act.
2. It has argued that it is not a public authority under RTI.
3. The Fund is audited by an independent auditor, not by the CAG.

1 The FCRA is meant to regulate the acceptance and use of femigiibutions and to prevent their use
for activities detrimental to national interest.

9 This includes gifts and monetary contributions from foreign sources, whether in Indian or foreign
currency.

9 Organisations which wish to receive foreign donations masela definite cultural, economic,
educational, religious or social programme, and must register under the Act, and receive a clearance
from the government.

Section 50 of the Acallows the Central government to issue orders exempting any organisatiort (ama
political parties) from the provisions of FCRA if it feels it necessary or expedient in public interest, subject to
conditions specified in the order.

InstaLinks

Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. What is a public account? Discuss why PM CARES funoluéth be brought
2. Who administers PM CARES fund? within the ambit of RTI act?
3. Which organisatins are exempted from

the ambit of RTI act? Link:

4. What is Consolidated fund of India? https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pni
5. What is a charitable trust? caresfund-getsfcra-exemptionwithout-meeting
6. Section 50 of FCRA is related to? pre-condition-of-cagaudit/article3284371.ece

4. Samarth Scheme:

Context

As per the information provided by Union Minister of Textiles, under SamEstState Governments have

been allocated a training target of 3.6 lakh beneficiaries for conducting training programme in traditional anc
organized sectors.

About Samarth Scheme:
Alsoknownasl KS W{ OKSYS F2NJ /I L)} Ob(E. ¢ fzie
Implemented bythe Ministry of Textiles.

It seeks to Provide demand driven, placement orierltdional Skills
Qualifications Framework (EQF)ompliant skilling programmes.

Target:
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To train 10.00 lakh persons (9 lakhs in organised & 1 lakhditional sector)excluding Spinning & Weaving
in the organized Sector.

Key features: CCTV recording of trang programme.
Training of Trainers (ToT). Dedicated call centre with helpline number.
Aadhar Enabled Biometric Atteadce
System (AEBAS).

Implementing Agencies:
Textile Industry.
Institutions/Organization of the Ministry of Textiles/State Governments having tguiinifrastructure
and placement tieups with textile industry.
Reputed training institutions/ NGOs/ Societies/ Trusts/ Organizations/ Companies /Start Ups /
Entrepreneurs active in textile sector having placemenufe with textile industry.

InstalLinks 4. Launch year.

Prelims Link: 5. Other schemes of the textile sector.
1. Implemening Ministry.
2. Obijectives and targets of the scheme. Mains Link:
3. Features. Discuss theignificance of the scheme.

5. Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan:
Launched in 2014 by the theMinistry of Human Resource Develapent (now Ministry of Education).
Aim: to meet the Rightt® RdzOF G A2y ! 04 Q& YIYyRFEGS GKFG £t aoOKz
girls.
Central public sector enterprises (CPS®&s)e roped in to implement the program.
The programme norms reqthe CPSESs to build toilets with running water and hand \Wwamg
facilities.
It also requires CPSEsnaintain the toilets for three to five yearsvhile charging the annual expenses
to their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) budgets.

Why in News?
Conptroller and Auditor General of India (CA@&cently submited a report on the performance of this
program.
Key Highlights:
Public sector units claimed to have constructed 1.4 lakh toilets in government schools as part of a R
to Education project, bualmost 40% of those surveyed were found to be existent,partially
constructed, or unused.
Over 70% did not have running water facilities in the toilets, while 75% were not being maintained

hygienically.
The objective of providing separate toilets fays and girls was not fulfilled in 27% of the schools, said
the CAG.
InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the p#ormance of Swachh Vidyalaya
1. About Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan. Abhiyan.
2. Implementation of the program.
3. Key features. Link:
4. Mandatory provisions under the Right to https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/4Qof-
Education act. toilets-surveyedby-cagin-govt-schoolsnon-

existentunused/article32680816.ece/amp/
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6. Sweet sellers need to display 'best before date' from 1 October, orders
FSSAI:

Context
FoodSafety and Standards Authority of India (FSS#d} released guidelines on sale of looseets.

As per the new guidelines: Y
In case of norpackaged/ loose SS&ll (Please Mention Your License no.) Il Restaurant

sweets,the container/tray License No.
holding sweets at the outlet for

sale shouldiisplay the 'Best With Us You Will Get Safe Food
izfﬁéztgﬁf v?,];t:]hgffggtd#g:n We Follow These 12 Golden Rules
October 1 y2020 Hygiene Rule Codes

Thefood business operats
(FBOsmight also display the date
of manufacturing. It is not
mandatory however.

The FBOs shall decide and displa
the 'Best Before Date' of sweets
depending onte nature of the

Keep premise clean and >f< £ ’3 Wear clean clothes/

have regular pest control ‘{& Wl@ uniform

~— Wash hands before & after
Z handling food and after using
toilets, coughing, sneezing, etc.

Use potable water for —
food preparation !

Cook food thoroughly. —] 1 Use water proof
Keep hot food above 60°C 8 bandage to cover cuts or

products and the local conditions. and cold food below 5°C <= 1 burn wounds

Food safety commissioners T — ——

should ensureeompliance. food, raw & cooked food : — f? - d
in separate containers ey &S when unwe

Significance
The decision was based on various
complaints about the quality and
adulteration of sweets, mostly during
festive season.
Thisregulation will helgo
ensure that the consumers are purchasing fresh products.

Store cold food below | 4 f%' Use clean and separate
5°C and frozen products at . l ] Z/ dusters to clean surfaces
-18°C or below " and wipe utensils

Use separate chopping L
boards, knives, etc. for raw/ m’ Kgﬁgtgﬁfj:;ﬁﬁfoﬁoxgﬁg

cooked & veg/non veg food

About the Food Safetand Standards Authority of India (FSSAI):
It is anautonomous statutory bodyestablished undethe Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (FSS Act).
Ministry of Health & Family WelfareiGovernment of India is the administrative Ministry of FSSAI.

FSS Ac006 consolidates various acts & orders that had earlier handled food related issues in various
Ministries and Departments, such gs

Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954 Edible Oils Packaging (Regulation) Order
Fruit Products Order, 1955 1983
Meat Food Products Order, 1973 Milk and Milk Products Order, 1992
Vegetable Oil Produc{€ontrol) Order,
1947
Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. About FSSAI. 4. Overview of the Food Safety and Standards
2. Administrative Ministry. Act, 2006 (FSS Act).

3. Functions of FSSAI.

7. Uniform Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMP):

Context
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TheAlliance of Doctors for Ethical Health Cdnas expressed disappointment over the recent reply of Minister
of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Sadanada Gowda, in Parliament that therdasismn yet to makéhe Uniform
Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMBhdatory.

What's the demand ow?

The alliance has said theliCPMP should be made mandatay bring fairness in marketing of the drugs as the
industry has failed to comy with the code on a voluntary basis.

What is UCPMP Code?

It isa voluntary code issued by the Department Of Phaaceuticalsrelating to marketing practices for Indian
Pharmaceutical Companies and as well medical devicas

industry. Applicability. At pregnt, the UCPMP Code is HEADED NOWHERE

applicable on Pharmaceutical Companies, Medical
Representatives, Agents of Pharmaceutical Games
such as Distributors, Wholesalers, Retailers, and

t KFENYFOSdziAOFt al ydzFl OGd

Key features and provisions:
No gifts,pecuniary advantages or benefits in kind
may be supplied, offered or promised, to persons
qualified to prescribe osupply drugs, by a
pharmaceutical company or any of its agents.
As regards travel facilities, the UCPMP Code
prohibits extending travel fality inside the country
or outside, including rail, air, ship, cruise tickets,
paid vacations, etc., to HealthCdpreofessionals
and their family members for vacation or for
attending conference.

Dec 2014 | Govt notifies Uni- | June 2016 | Voluntary code

form Code of Pharmaceu- indefinitely extended
tical Marketing Practices Sept 2017 | DoP tries to
(UCPMP) prepared by DoP introduce mandatory
for voluntary compliance code under Essential
by industry for six months Commodities Act

starting Jan 1, 2015

June 2015 | Voluntary code
extended for two months

Dec 2017 | Final draft of
code, now called Essential

Commodities (Control
Sept 2015 | Voluntary code of Unethical Practices in
extended till end 2015 Marketing of Drugs) Order

2017, sent to law ministry.
Law ministry rejects idea of
putting it under Essential
Commodities Act

Current status: Under
consideration in Niti

Dec 2015 | Voluntary code
extended till March 2016
ostensibly to get time to
convert it into a mandatory
code with penal provisions
March 2016 | Voluntary code
extended for 3 more months

Aayog

The Code also provides that free samples of drugs shalienstipplied to any person who is not qualified

to prescribe such product.

InstaLinks

Prelims Link:
1. About UCPMP.
2. lIs it mandatory?
3. lIssued by?
4. Overview.

Mains Link:

Discuss why the Uniform Code of Pharmaceutical
Marketing Practices (UCPMP) should be made
mandatory?
Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?0rgld=GAQ70Q58JQ.1&imageview=0

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States

and the performance of these schemes.

1. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP):

Why in News?

8 immunity boosting products launched und@radhan MantriBhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJ&)

sale throughJanaushadhKendrasacross country.

About PMBJP:

It is a campaigtaunched by the Department of Pharmaceuticalstbe Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers to

provide quality medicines at affordableNA OS a i
Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.

1

Implementation:

2 (0KS YlIaasSa (KmainmaK alLd

Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015.

Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BR®the implementing agency of PMBJP
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1 BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector
Undertakings of India) hdseen
established under the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the

Support of a” the CPSUs. @ Launched during the 11th plan period in November, 2008
C\/) Number of Jan Aushadhi stores: 3000 by March 2017
SALIENT FEATURES OF THE SCHEME: (/J Coverage: Al the Districts in the Country
1. Ensure access to quality medicines. @ Number of medicinal producs: 1000
2. EXtend COVEage Of qua“ty generlC medlClneS @ Type of Products: Medicines, Surgicals & Consumables, Stents
so as to reduce the out of pockexpenditure S HopAceens
on mediCineS and thereby redeﬁne the Unit @ Income of Rs. 10,000/~ per month up to a limit of Rs. 2.5 lakhs
cost Of treatment per person Gj Income of Rs. 15,000 and total limit of Rs. 2.5 lakhs for NE
3. Create awareness about generic medicines @
through education and publicity so that . s == el el
quality is notsynonymous with only high = Unaer the Acgis of Departmeni of Pranmeccutions
price. Government of india

4. A public programme involving GovernmeR&USs, Private Sector, NGO, Societienpeaative Bodies and
other Institutions.

5. Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better healthcare through low treatrstent ¢
and easy availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.

InstalLinks 4. About BPRIlestablishment and functions.
Prelims Link: 5. What is a generic medicine?
1. When was the scheme launched?
2. When was it renamed? Mains Link:
3. The scheme was launched by which Discuss the need for and significance of Pradhan
Ministry? Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP).

2. Maharashtra modifies Forest Rights Act:

Context

Maharashtra Governor has issued a notification modifyirggForest Rights Act (FRA), 2006
The notification has been issued by the Governor using his powers sanldegparagraph (1) of
paragraph 5 othe Sdiedule V of the Constitution.

What are the modifications?
The changes widinable tribals and other traditional forest dwelling families to build houses in the
neighbourhood forest areas.

Significance
The deaion is likely to provide a majoelief to Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forestelling
families residing in the scheduled areas of the State.
The move aims to prevent the migration of forestelling families outside their native villages and
provide them housing areas by extding the village site into forest land in their neighbourhood.

What is 5th schedule?

The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals Wtk administration and control of Scheduled Areas as well as
of Scheduled Tribes resiay in any State other than the 8tes of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
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Special Provisions for Fifth Schedule Areas: Forest Rights Act
TheGovernorof each State having Scheduled Areas (SA) shall ﬁ Enacted In 2006, the Forest Rights Act came
annually, or whenever so required by the Presidemake a report ' el itk e o

K . L . . historical injustices against forest dwellers
to the Presidentegarding the administration of Scheduled Areas i ¥ the colonial €72 0 1 ndependestindia,

that State. over ol andand 2 ilages ighs tomanage.
TheUnion Government shall have executive powers to give and conserve the forest:

directions to the States as to the administration of the Scheduled  individuai Forest Rights: Any person belonging to a
Areas. scheduled tribe can claim rights to live in and cultivate
Para 4 of the Fifth Schedule provides for éfithment ofa Tribes ‘5252,;‘;;?'{23‘5.?‘5‘2‘"&3?,‘3,;‘,9?ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂ,‘;?,“wa,flfave
Advisory Council (TA@) any State having Scheduled Areas. o prove his family's residence In the vicinity of the

Composition Consisting of not more than twenty members of i s
Community Forest Rights: The Act recognises the

whom, threefourths shall be the representatives of the Scheduled 2
. i R . rights of a gram sabha over forest fand within the

Tribes in the Legislative Assembly of the StHt#he number of village boundaries o seasonal use of landscape for
representatives of the STs in the Legislative Assembly of the Stat Pastoral communities. This aliows the villagers to own
I th th b f t . th TAC t bajﬂu h and collect, use and dispose of minor forest produce
ess than the number ot seats in the 0 bediig suc besides timber, including the right to use grazing land
representatives, the remaining seats shall be filled by other and water bodies and the right to protect and
members Of those TribeS regenerate any community resource, among others
Functions The TAGhall advise on such matters pertaining to the welfare and the advancement of the STjs

in the State as may be referred to them by the Governo

The Governor may make rules prescribing or regulating:
The number of members of the Council, the mode of thppa@ntment and the appointment of the
Chairman of the Council and of the officers and servants thereof, the conduct of its meetings and its
procedure in general.
The Governor may, by public notification, direct that any particular Act of Parliament loe dEgislature
of the State shall or shall not apply to a SA or any part thereof in the State, subject to such exceptions and
modifications,as specified.
The Governor may make regulations for the peace and good government of any area in the State whichjis
for the time being a SA. Such regulations may prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by or among members
of the Scheduled tribes in suelea; regulate the allotment of land to members of the STs in such area.
In making such regulations, the Governamynwepeal or amend any Act of Parliament or of Legislature of
the State or any existing law after obtaining assent of the President.

InstaLinks 4. Whatare scheduled areas?
Prelims Link: 5. Forest Rights Aekey provisions.
1. Difference between 5th and 6th schedule 6. TAGcomposition and functions.
of Indian Constitution.
2. Powers of governor under™schedule Link:
3. Who can include or exclude areas undér 5 https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
schedule? ?0rgld=G7S70B6AVihd&ageview=0

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

1. NCRB report on accidental deathsicides:
Coniext:
Report was released recently the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
1 Overall, the report shows thdhe number of suicide cases and accidental deaths registered an
increase across the country last year from the 2018 figures.

Reporton Suicidesn the country:
1. Suicides in the country went up slightly from 1,34,516 to 1,39,123.
2. Of the 97,613 male suicidethe most were of daily wage earner@9,092), followed by sedmployed
persons (14,319) and the unemployed (11,599).
3. Of the 41,49 femaleover half were housewives.
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4. Most suicides by unemployed persons were in Kerala at 149963), followed by 10.8% in
Maharashtra, 9.8% in Tamil Nadu, 9.2% in Karnataka and 6.1% in Odisha.

5. Most suicides by those in business activitie®re in Maharashtra (14.2%)amil Nadu (11.7%),

Karnataka (9.7%), West Bengal (8.2%) and Madhya Pradesh (7.8%).

Thesuicide rate in cities (13.9%) was highewsmpared to the alindia average.

7. Most cases of mass/family suicides were reported from Tamgldu (16), followed by Andhr®radesh
(14), Kerala (11) and Punjab (9) and Rajasthan (7).

o

Report on Accidental deaths:

1. Accidental deaths in the countigicreased by 2.3%Compared with 4,11,824 in 2018, the figure stood
at 4,21,104 last year.

2. Themost casalties of 30.9% were reporteih the 3045 age groupfollowed by 26% in the 180 age
group.

3. Maharashtra reported the highest deaths (70,32@8mounting to nearly oneixth of the total figure.

4. A total of 8,145 deaths was due to the causattributable to forces of nature,jncluding35.3% due to
lightning, 15.6% by heat/sun stroke and 11.6% deaths in floods.

5. Most deaths (400) due to lightning was reported each from Bihar and Madhya Pradedibyed by
Jharkhand (334) and Uttar Pradesh (321)

6. ¢KS YI 22N Ol dza Sa ¢3NBY AdzRR FyF ARDS [ (DO R So/ i i dpi’z O 3
WIRAA2YAYIQ OdpdmM>r0E WTFLHEEAaQ opdm:0 YR WIF OOA
groups of 145 years.

About NCRB:

Set-up in 19& under the Ministry of Home Affairs to funan as a repository of information on crime and

criminals so as to assist the investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators.

Set up based on the recommendationstioé National Police Commission (192B81)F y R (G KS al ! Q

Force (1985).

NCRB brirgoutii KS | yydzr £ O2YLINBKSyaA@S adliraaada 2F ON
1 Being published since 1953, the report serves as a crucial tool in understanding the law and order

situation acros the country.

Instalinks Mains Link:Throw a light on suicide rates in India
Prelims Link: based on the recent report published by the NCRB
1. NCRBestablishment and functions. and suggest wayto minimise these numbers.
2. Crimes in India report is released by?
3. Highlights of the recent report on Link:
accidental deaths anslicides. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ncrb

releasesannualreport-on-suicidesand-accidentat
deaths/article32496628.ece

2. Global MultidimensioridPoverty Index:
Why in News?
NITI Aayog is in the last stage for preparatioMoftidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) parameter dashboard
anda State Reform Action Plan (SRAP).
1 In this regardthe Niti Aayog will leverage the monitoring mechanism of the Global Multidimensional
Poverty Index.
1 NITI Aayog is the Nodal agency for the MPI.

t I NI 2F GKS aDf2o6lf LYRAOS&A (2 5NRAGS wSTF2N¥a | yF
Global MPlis part of Government of/l R A ledi&#@n tiRmonitor the performance of the country in 29 select
Global Indices.
 Theobjectiveofi KS aDf 20Ff LYRAOSA (2 5NRJSstofdfiftBended |
G2 YSIFadaNB® YR Y2y A{2N LyRA LI oiadl anld8dNdimi Nardmgt€dsS 2
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9 This will enable the utilisation of these Indices as tools forigglfovement, bring about reforms in
policies, while improving laghile implementation of government schemes.

What is MPI? 10 Indicators
Global MPI is an internationaleasure @ | |
multidimensional poverty.
It covers 107 qlevelopmg couptrles. e o —
1 It wasfirst developed in 201(®y Oxford 5) mortality [EEENSSe]
Poverty and Human Development Initiative! () e
(OPHI) and United Nations Development

t NEINF YYS 6! b5t 0 F2 Health (1/3)
Development Reports.

Cooking fuel (1/18) —
Electricity (1/18)

Living Standards (1/3)

Education(1/3)

3 Dimensions of Poverty

© Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Intiative (OPHI)

When isit released?

The Global MPI is releasedthé HighLevel Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Dgwalent of the United
Nations in July, every year.

How are the countries ranked?

Global MPI is computed by scoring each surveyed househdl® parametersbased on-nutrition, child
mortality, years of schooling, school attendance, cooking fuel, sanitadigmking water, electricity, housing
and household assets.

Performance of India and its neighbours in MPI 2020:
1 Indiais 62nd among 107 countriegith an MPI score of 0.123 and 27.91% headcount ratio, based on
the NFHS 4 (2015/16) data.
1 Neighbouring contries like Sri Lanka (25th), Bhutan (68th), Nepal (65th), Bangladesh (58th), China
(30th), Myanmar (69th) and Pakistan (73rd) are also ranked in thexind

InstaLinks 5. 2 KIG A& GKS 4aDf2ol f
Prelims Link: wST2N¥a YR DNRGgOIK 0
1. Whatis MPI? Who is conducting it?
2. Who releases it? 6. Performance of India in MPI 2020.
3. How are the countries ranked?
4. Nodal agency for the MPI in India. Mains Link:

Write a brief note orthe MPI (Multidimensional
Poverty Index).

3.WI SFEGK AY LYRAFQ NBLRZNIY
Published by?
National Statistical Organisatio(NSO).
1 The report is based afie 75th round of the NationaBample Survey (July 2047ine 2018) on
household social consumption related to health.

Key findings in the latest report:

1. Across the country, only 59.2% of children under five years are fully immunised.

2. Roughly, two out of five children do not completeethimmunisation programme.

3. About 97% othildren across the country received at least one vaccinatianostly BCG and/or the
first dose of OPV at birth.

4. However, only 67% of children are protected against measles.

5. Only 58% got their polio booster dosehile 54% got their DPT booster dose.

6. Amaong States, Manipur (75%), Andhra Pradesh (73.6%) and Mizoram (73.4%) recorded the highest
rates of full immunisation.

7. In Nagaland, only 12% of children received all vaccinations, followed by Puducherry (34%)wad Trip
(39.6%).
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What is immunisation?

Immunization is the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typical
08 0(KS I RYAYAAUNIXdGA2Y 2F | @I OOAYySd I OOAySa aiA
agairst subsequent infection or disease.

What is full immunisation?
Full immunisation means that a child receives a cocktalgift vaccine doses in the first year of life.

Need for proposed immunisation:
9 Currently, India accounts for 5 lakh deaths dueaccinepreventable diseases, which is redhan
half of the total estimated infants' deaths annually.
1 Inlindia, diseases such as measlélla, diarrhoea, pneumonia and the like cause most of the infant
deaths every year.
9 Latest reports by the World Hi#&h Organization reveal that a total ofSLmillion deaths could be
avoided globally if there is an improvement in the global vaccination coverage.

InstaLinks Mains Link:

Prelims Link: What is full immunisation? Discuss the findings of
1. About NSSO. fL0Sad WwISFEGK AY LYRAL
2. Abaut CSO.
3. What is full immunisation? Link:
4. [ FGSald FTAYRAy3Ia Ay Wi Bibst/Nwiy.tHelindlLcgniiiewsDatidbBl/MIBINI &
5. What is a vaccine? Howitorks? childrenare-not-fully-vaccinatedsaysnso-

report/article32554855.ece

4. What are Trans Fats?

Why in News?

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan were among countries that need to act urgently agesinst tr
fat, the World Health Organization (WH®gaswarned.

What has the WHO said?

1. Industrially produced trandats are found in hardened vegetable fats such as margarine and ghee
(clarified butter) and are often present in snack foods, baked goods anddoes.

2. The substance is responsible for around 500,000 deaths due to coronary heart disease every year
across the world15 countries account for twehirds of the deaths linked to the substance.

3. ltis, however, ofterused by manufacturers because it hadongershelf life and is cheapethan
other, healthier choices that do not affect taste or cost.

4. So far, 58 countries introduced laws to protect 3.2 billion people from the substance by the end of
2021. But more than 100 countries still needed to tak&oscto remove transfat from their food
supply chains.

5. None of the lowincome or lowermiddle-income countries have yet implemented begrractice
policies,while seven of their uppemiddle-income and 33 of their higlncome counterparts did so.

What areTrans &ts?

Trans fatty acids (TFAs) or Trans fate the most harmful type of fats which can have much more adverse
effects on our body than any other dietary constituent.

These fats are largely produced artificially laugmall amount also occurs natally. Thus in our diet, these
may be present as Artificial TFAs and/ or Natural TFAs.

y
Y d

9 Artificial TFAs are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the oil to produce fats resembling pure

ghee/butter.

1 In our diet the major sources of artificial TFAs dre partally hydrogenated vegetable oils
(PHVO)/vanaspati/ margarine while the natural TFAs are present in meats and dairy products, thoug
in small amounts.
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Harmful effects:
1 TFAs pose a higher risk of heart disease than saturated fats. While satuttateaigatotal cholesterol

levels, TFASs not only raise total cholesterol levels but also reduce the good cholesterol (HDL), which

helps to protect us against heart disease.
9 Trans fats consumption increases the risk of developing heart disease and stroke.
i Itis al® associated with a higher risk of developing obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart disease, metaboli
syndrome, insulin resistance, infertility, certain types of cancers and can also lead to compromised f
development causing harm to the yet to berhdaby.

Why they are increasingly being used?

TFA containing oils can be preserved longer, they give the food the desired shape and texture and can easily

ddz0 aGAGdzi S Wt dzNE IKSSQd ¢KSaS IINBE O2YLJ NI GdA@Sft e

Effortsto reduce their intake: P |
1. FSSAﬂ)Ut in placea eait '&ﬂ news wwew. MyHealthNews Daity.com

regulation in 2016halving the Differen* Kinds of Fc*

permISSIble quantum Of Fatty acids, which are the building blocks of fat, are long chains of carbon and hydrogen
trans—fats in ed|b|e fats and atoms. Essential fatty acids are those needed by the human body that can only be obtained

through food. Some fats are harmful, however.
oils from 10% to 5%.

2. WHOIlauncheda REPLACE
campaign in 2018or globat
level elimination of trandats
in industriallyproduced edible

&L Ny h

oils by 2023 UNSATURATED FATS SATURATED FATS TRANS FATS
y - The so-calied "good” fats can be These fats are found mostly in Trans fats are unsaturated (good)
found in nuts, avocados and animal products. It is recom- fats which have been partially
3. FSSNhaS set 2022 as the other vegetables. The molecular mended that people reduce their | saturated with hydrogen to extend
deadhne structure of unsaturated fat consumption of saturated fats in their shelf life. Unfortunately,
causes it to be lower in calories order to stay healty. these trans fats are found to
4. FSSA{bIanS tocap TFA at 3% than other fats. elevate “"bad” cholesterol and

should be avoided.

by 2021 and 2% by 2022 in X 5
edible fats and oils. _ ‘
5. FSSAllaunchdd @ ¢ NI y dﬁu%}’ e U%
L

C NB S éfor foRirdazy —— x{){/b " m%
e

o seturate A
structure of of saturated for Moleculor

labelling to promote THfree o LD | regen s fed ssie of y
ailabl (thet is, the fat i .
products. The label can be oty A ‘-"{.‘J el
to bond hydrogen)

used by bakeries, local food
outlets and shops for

preparations containing TFA
not exceeding 0.2 per 100 g/ml.

SOURCES: UC-CLERMONT COLLEGE; ALLIANCE FOR A HEALTHIER GENERATION; DREAMSTIME

KARL TATE / @ MyHealthNewsDaily.com

InstaLinks 5. Replace Campaign is related to?
Prelims Link: 6. About FSSAI.
1. What are trans fats?
2. Why they are harmful? Mains Link:
3. How and where they are produced? What are Trans fats? Why are they harmful?
4. What is the permissible limit set by WHO Discuss.
and FSSAI?

Linkhttps://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/indiasouh-asiarneighboursmust-act-againsttrans-fat-
now-who-73305

5. What is serial interval, and how can it be managed to control @6¢id
Why in News?

China, which has now gone over a month without any lgd¢edansmitted Covidl9 cases, was able to contain
Covid19 due to its ability to managihe serial interval.
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What is it?

The serial interval ithe duration between symptom onset of a primary casadsymptom onset of
secondary cases (contacts) generatieyl the primary case.

In simple terms, the serial intervaltise gap between the onset of Cowvit!9 symptoms in Person A and
Person Bwho is infected by Person A.

When was it first used?
Theterm was first used by British physician William Pickles, véubihitially referred to it as transmission
interval with reference to a hepatitis epidemic in the United Kingdom during -4%42

Mains Factors on which Serial Interval depends:
Incubation peiod:¢ KS GAYS 06SiG6SSy | LISNA2 ytndonetE LJ2 & dzZNB {2
Reproduction rate or R naughiThe humber of people who will be infected by one infected person.

Significance? What does changes in serial interval indicate?

The serial interval hpkto gauge the effectiveness of infection control interventistesides indicating rising
population immunity and forecast future incidence.

Thus,the more quickly persons who contracted Covi® are identified and isolated, the shorter the serial
interval becomesand cuts down opportunities for transmission of theus.

What India needs to do?

To manage serial interval, a robust system of
contact tracing, quarantine, and isolation
protocols should be in place.

pre-symptom transmission
—

MGG infectons |

A 4

o
=]
=
3]
&
=}

Case study: TG
China !
The serial interval ilVuhan came down from
7.8 days to 2.6 days between early Jayuznd
early February.
Quarantining contacts within 1 day fron
symptom onset helped reduce Covid
transmission by 60 per cent.
This was made possible due to aggressive contact tracing, qisgaand isolation, thereby ensuring
that infected patients, beause they were isolated, could not infect any more people later in the
infection cycle.

&

serial interval

| infections R

infectee

Instalinks 5. What is RNA virus? Hatsurvives?
Prelims Link: 6. What are antibodies?
1. What isserial interval?
2. Whatis R0O? Mains Link:
3. Difference between RNA and DNA. What is seial interval, and how can it be managed
4. Differences between RT PCR and antibody to control Covidl9?
tests.

Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/selidntervathow-canit-be-managedto-control-
coronaviruscovid-19-6598366/

6. Cat que virus:
Context
Scientists have warned India of another virusat que virus- largely reported in China and Yiag the
potential to cause disease in India.
The presence of this virus in culex mosquitoes and pigs has been reported in China and Vietnam.
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What is Cat Que virus? ICMR discovers another virus BTC
It is one ofthe arthropod-borne viruses (arboviruses). ‘Cat Que Virus’

Spread
Its natural host is a neguito.
Domestic pigs are the primary mammalian host of CQV.

Why India is more vulnerable?
Availability of vector, primary mammalian host (swine) and confirmation of CQV from jungle myna.
Besides, National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune researcheesfband antibodies for the virus in
two out of the 883 human serum samples which were takem various Indian states, indicating that
people at some point contracted the virus.

Effects on Humans:
It can cause febrile illnesses, meningitis and paediatraephalitis in humans.

Instalinks 4. What are arboviruses?
Prelims Link:
1. About Cat Que Virus. Mains Link:
2. Hosts. What is Cat Que Virus? How is it spread? Discuss.
3. Where has it been reported across the
world?

7. Second natlonal COVID-19 serological tests

- Serological tests for SARS-CoV-2 can show a person has been exposed to the virus, but authorities are
SerO'SUNey. warning that such tests have limits to what they can tell us

Context A serological test It tells us about Scientists are yet to
. looks at the presence confirm how effective
Reslts ofthe second national blood serum, of antibodies SARS-CoV-2 antibodies
the fluid part which are made X & or immunoglobulins
of plasma that in response to Vi A are in protecting from
sero-surveyhave been released ‘
. R . is left after cells specific virus S a second infection
by the Indian Council of Medical have coagulated antigens
Research (ICMR). Sisinitypesof
tests availabl Time t
i: d:vaelzp::nef\:r r;:::elt: How they work
What are Ser@u rveyS? Rapid 10-30 These tests can indicate the presence
. diagnostic mins o or absence of antibodies of interest but
They are Conducted by dI’aWIng tests they can’t tell us about the quantity
. of antibodies or how effective they are
blood samples and checking for ¢ D at stopping virus growth ‘
specific class of antibodies called S ehaere folonr
PN & -linked 2-5 o » Colouris added t Both these test
IgGthat appear within two nncsodenk | hours redcbwith aniibodins: | Garviell s aboui
. - . assays that attach to antigen the quantity of
weeks of an infectionBecause it v _ antibodies
. . . Sample exposed to a plate Intensity of colour present, but
is yet unclear how long antibodie: coated with virus antigen indicates presence of  they cannot tell
3 . ; : us how effective
deteCtany perSISt In_ the bOdy! f:hemiluminescent 1-2 Light-giving chen_rical ::‘:;;Legavtirus
their presence only indicates s N ol i ek, +growth
to antigen
paSt eXposure ta and nOt Sample exposed to a plate Intensity of light
presence oft the virus. coated with virus antigen indicates presence

of antibodies

Source: ¢ urity.org/COC.gov; inenet.com © AFP

Findings of the latest survey:
I NPdzy R 19 2 F LY RAayQave bedR ezpdsetblth2 hogzl doronaarys tillthe last
fortnight of August.This is roughty10fold jump in numbers from theifst serosurvey conducted by the
Council across 70 districts in 21 States that sought to estimate the likely numberaéchimtil early
May.
During the first survey, it emerged thtitere were 82130 infections for every confirmed COVI®
positive case. That number has now dropped to B2 infections.
However, the numbers also suggest tita@ country still has an overwhiening majority of its population
yet to be exposed to the viruand therefore, is far from any peak or herd immunity levels.
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The coutry wide prevalence of the virus was similar to that seen in the United States, which was around
9.3%. Brazil and Spain hagrevalence of 2.8% and 4.6%.

Instalinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss how Enzyménked Immunosorbent Assays
1. WhatisRT PCR? (ELSASs) Based test is carried out to detect the
2. What is ELISA based test? presence of SARSO\2 in individuals.
3. What are antigens and antibodies?
4. Differences between IgG and IgM Link:
antibodies. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. What is ICMR? ?0rqld=GC370QB9FV.1&imagw=0

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

1. SARO#Potts launched:
W{ | w h25Nstaide forSociety for Affordable Redressal of DisputeBorts.

1 Launched by th&nion Shipping Ministry.

1 Itis Affordable Dispute Redressal Mechanism for all kirdisplutes of maritime sector.
SAROPMPorts is established und&ocieties Registration Act, 18&tth the following objectives:

1. Affordable and timely resolution of disputes in fair manner.

2. Enrichment of Dispute Resolution Mechanism with the panel of techaiqzerts as arbitrators.

Composition of the society:
SAROPPorts consists members from Indian Ports Association (IPA) and Indian Private Ports and Terminals
Association (IPTTA).

InstaLinls: 2. Objectives.
Prelims Link: 3. Composition of the said society.
1. The scheme has been launched by?

2. Jammu and Kashmir Integratedegsance Redress and Monitoring Systerr,
(JKIGRAMS):

Context
Launched recently.

Key points:
1 Launched omilot basis for Jammu, Srinagar, and Reasi districts.
1 The system willeplace the current portal launched by the government in 2018.
1 Thisis the firstUT that will be linked to thecentral government system CPGRAMS.

The mechanism:
1 Deputy Commissioners have been placed at the primary ldeelreceiving, disposing of and
monitoring grievances, the J&K administration.
1 All SPs and DCs will be made avaitabt designated times five daya week.They will be available in
their offices and anyone can go and meet them.

Significance

The move comes at a time when a sense of disconnection and alienation has been growing among the peo
especially in the Kashmvalley, which has remaingly SR3IS S@SNJ aAyO0OS WsyYQa a
year.

What is the Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS).?
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Developed byNational Informatics Centr¢Ministry of Electronics & IT [MeitY]h association witlDirectorate
of Public Grievances (DPG) and Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG).
The underlying idea was to receive, redress and monitor the grievances of the public.

Launched byhe Department of Adminstrative Reforms & Public Gnances (DARPG) under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions.

Key features:
1 The CPGRAMS provides theility to lodge a grievance online from any geographical location.
1 It enables the citizen to track onlinthe grievancebeing followed up with Departments concerned

and also enables DARPG to monitor the grievance.

9 The procedure includegesignating a senior officer as the Director of Grievances/Grievance officer in
every officeto ensure that the system remas accessiblesimple, quick, fair and responsive, and fixing
the time limit for disposal of work relating to public grievances and staff grievances.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Discuss the key features of CPGRAMS.
1. Whatis CPGRAMS?
2. Developedoy? Link:
3. Key features. https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
4, First UT to be linked with CPGR3\\ m/news/national/new-grievanceredresssystent
India. unveiledin-jk/article32584413.ece/amp/
3. iRAD App:
What is it?

iRADstands forintegrated Road Accident Database Project.
The primary purpose of IRADtgsenhance road safety.

Developed by:
Indian Institute of TechnologyMadras (II'TM) and will be implemented bthe National Informatics Centre.

How does it work?

1. The IRAD mobile application will enable police personnel to enter details about a road accident, along w
photos and videos, following which aigoe ID will be created for the incident.

2. Subsequently, an engineer from the Public Works Department olotta body will receive an alert on his
mobile device.

3. He or she will then visit the accident site, examine it, and feed the required detaitsasube road design.

4. Data thus collected will be analysed by a team aM|Twhich will then suggest if c@ctive measures in
road design need to be taken.

5. Road users will also be able to upload data on road accidents on a separate mobile application.

InstaLinks 2. About National Informatics Centre.
Prelims Link: 3. How it works?
1. The app has beeteveloped and launched Mains Link:
by? Discuss the key features of iRAD App.

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy.
1. Mission KarmayogNational Programm for Civil Services Capacity
Building (NPCSCB):

Context
Approved by the Union Cabinet recently.

What is it?
It isa New National Architecture for Civil Services Capacity Building.
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It is alsoa Comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus radividual, institutional and process
levelsfor efficient public service delivery.

Institutional framework and implementation of the programme:

1. PM ledPublic Human Resources (HR) Coutwpprove and monitor Civil Service Capacity Building
Plans.

2. Capady Building Commissioto harmonize training standards, create shared faculty and resources,
and have supervisory role over all Central Training Institutions.

3. Wholly owned Special Purpose Vehidle own and operate the online learning platform and facitta
world-class learning content markglace.

4. Coordination Unitheaded by the Cabinet Secretary.

The core guiding principles of the Programme will be:

1. SupportingTransition from 'Rules based' td w 2 f S AHRMarageRént.

2. To emphasize olon-site learnng'éi 2 02 Y LI S YSN0IS G KISS IWRIFAFY I =

3. To createan ecosystem of shared training infrastructuracluding that of learning materials,
institutions and personnel,

4. To calibrate all Civil Servipesitions toa Framework of Roles, Activities and Competeax(FRACS)
approachand to create and deliver learning content relevant to the identified FRACs in every
Government entity.

5. To make available to all civil servardg, opportunity to continuouslybuild and strengthen their
Behavioral, Functional and DomaiCompetenciesn their selfdriven and mandated learning paths.

6. Toenable all the Central Ministries and Departments and their Organizations to directly invest their
resources towardso-creationand sharing the collaborative and common ecosystem of lagrn
through an annual financial subscription for every employee.

7. Toencourage and partner with the besgh-class learning content creatotiscluding public training
institutions, universities, sta-tips and individual experts,

8. Toundertake data analyticén respect of data emit provided by iGOKRarmayogi pertaining to
various aspects of capacity building, content creation, user feedback and mapping of competencie
and identify areas for paly reforms.

What is iGOT Karmayogi Platform?
The Programmavill be delivered by setting up dntegrated Government Online Training
iIGOTKarmayogiPlatform.
1 The platform brings the scale and staikthe-art infrastructure to augment theapacities of
over two crore officials in India.
1 The platform will evolve inta vibrant and worletlass market place for content where
carefully curated and vetted digitatlearning material will be made available.
1 Besides capacity buildingervice matters like confirmation after probation period,
deployment, work assignment ambtification of vacancies etc. would eventually be
integrated with the proposed competency framework.

Functions of various proposed bodies:
Capacity Building Comnsagon:
1. To assist the PM Public Human Resources Council in approving the Annual Capéduity Beans.
2. To exercise functional supervision over all Central Training Institutions dealing with civil services
capacity building.
3. To create shared learning resaes, including internal and external faculty and resource centers.
4. To coordinate and supeise the implementation of the Capacity Building Plans with the stakeholder
Departments.
5. To set norms for common michreer training programs across all civil sersice

A wholly owned Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV):
It will be set up undeBection 8 of the&Companies Act, 2013.
It will bea "not-for-profit" company.
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It will own and manage iGOKarmayogi platform.

1 The SPV will create and operationalize the content, market place and manage key business services

ofiGOTKarmayogi platform, relating to content Ndation, independent proctored assessments and
telemetry data availability.
1 It willown all Intellectual Prperty Rights on behalf of the Government of India.

Public Human Resources Council:
T It will include select Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, emirgublic HR practitioners, thinkers, global
thought leaders and Public Service functionaries under the Chaship of Hon'ble Prime Minister.

1 It will serve as the apex body for providing strategic direction to the task of Civil Services Reform and

capacit building.

Larger significance of the programme:

It aims to prepare the Indian Civil Servant for the futbyemaking him morereative, constructive,
imaginative, innovative, proactive, professional, progressive, energetic, enabling, transparent and
technology-enabled.Empowered with specific roleompetencies, the civil servant will be able to ensure
efficient service delivery of the highest quality standards.

INSTALINKS
PRELIMS LINK:
COMPOSITION AND THE FUNCTIONS OF:
1. PUBLIC HUMAN RESOURCES (HRYCIO.
2. CAPACITY BUILDING COMMISSION.
3. SPECIAL PURPOSE VEHICLE.
WHO WILL HEAD THE COORDINATION UNIT?
WHOSHALL OWN AND OPERATE THE IGOT KARMAYOGI PLATFORM?
UNDER THE PROGRAMME, WHO SHALL OWN ALL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (
THE GOVERNMENT MIDIA?

MAINS LINK:
DISCUSS THE NEED FOR AND SIGNIFICANCE OF MISSION KARMAYOGI.

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.

1. GilgitBaltistan:

Context

Pakistan has decided to elevate Gilgit f G A & G | y Q& a fullifledgedzgrovinée. G K G 2 F
However, India has clearly conveyed to Pakistantieentire union territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, including the areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an integral part of the caoytry
virtue of its fully legal and irrevocable accession.

Whail Q&4 GKS AaadzsSK

GilgitBaltistan has functionedds G LINP @AY OA L f F dzi2y2Y2dza NBIA2YyE &
It is controlled byPakistan

Besides, in a recent order, the Pakistan Supreme Court also altbeesnendment to the Government of
Gilgit-Baltistan Order of 208to conduct the general elections in the region.

Where is Gilgit Baltistan located?

It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west, Tajikistan in the north west and Kashmir in the south
east.

It shares a geographical boundary wiRbkistanoccuged Kashmirand India considers it as part of the
undivided Jammu and Kashmir, while Pakistan sees it as a separate from PoK.

It hasa regional Assembly and an elected Chief Minister.
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Key points:
ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPE(
passes through fis region.
The regionishometd A S 2 F- (i
0 K 2 dza | 3h&tS Mdtetthan fifty
peaks above 7,000 metres (23,000 ft). ‘
¢KNBS 2F (KS 62NIR | Bapsen
outside the polar regiongre found in e
GilgitBaltistan. i S e
Kashmir ™7

undg‘::Je\MMU LADAKH

nnnnnnn

Gilgit Agency

How Pakistan tok over it?
The Bitish sold it, along with the rest of £
Jammu and Kashmir, the Dogra ruler o]
of Jammu, Gulab Singhfter defeating
the Sikh army in 1846, but retained
controlled over the area through a lease
extracted from the Maharaja.

This lease wasd$arenewed in 1935In 1947, a British army officer of the rank of Colonel imprisoned
al KINIF 2F | I NX in{the yegida aad hahaded Svdiyhe aida for accession to Pakistan.

aaaaaa

Impediments ahead:
Gilgit Baltistan is part of J&K and any such moweid seriouslydain3S t F {1 Aadl yTwva VY|l &
UN resolutions of August 13, 1948 and January 5, 184@arly established a link between GB and the
Kashmir issue.

Making the region its fifth province would thus violdte Karachi Agreement perhaps tte only
instrumenti K § LINPQPARS& R2dz0 G FdzZ € S3AF € Itdad Kell dshhé & (] 2
UN resolutions that would damage its position on the Kashmir issue.

Any such move would also be violativetlod 1963 PakChina Boundary Agreemetthat calls for the
Aa2PSNBATY ldziK2NRGe G2 NB2LISYy yS3Iz20AFdAz2ya ohir
0SUGBSSY t I 1A&dllthe 197 HmldAgrieemert KIF ¥ RY@F G A2y a GKIFG| ay
dzy At FGSNIfte fGSNI GKS aAlddzr GAz2yé o

InstaLinks
PrelimsLink: Mains Link:
1. Gilgit Baltistar Location, neighbours and Where is GilgitBaltistan? How it camender the
important rivers flowing through. control of Pakistan? Discuss.
2. What is Karachi Agreement related to?
3. The 1963 PalChina Boundanagreement. Link:
4. 1972 Simla Agreement. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. About PoK and CPEC. ?0rgld=GMN7P7BT1.1&imageview=0
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2. Pak.toldtodl 2 ¢ v dzSSefQa / 2dzya

Context

After being stuck on the issue of who will represent KULBHUSHAN

Kulbhushan Jadhav in the civilian court in Pakistan, Ir .0 3 2016 kuibhushan - FJJADHAV

has invokedhe Commonwealth groundso end the Jadhav is arrested CASE:

debate over the appointment of his counsel. ATIMELINE
India has called fahe appointment ¢ an MAR 24: Pakistaninforms () :

he receives a fair trial in his death sentence
review. APR 10, 2017: Pak army
court sentences Jadhav to

Indian lawyer or a Queen's Coundelr the India of Jadhav's arrest:
death row prisoner, Kulbhushan Jadhav, so th  claims Jadhav “an Indian spy”
)\
=y | \\

Background .death.“for his involvement
LYRAI Q&8 &da3Sadrzy 02v$a '“‘f??t'."”age?”‘:;ai?tage 1 _ , 2 1
negotiations between the tw sides to ensure free B i et L
o I the trial proceedings against
and fair trial. MAY 8 India approaches ~ -{) Jadhav
Thelnternational Court of Justicédad asked IC against Pak military l
Pakistan to ensure a fair review of the death s decision () MAY9 ICJ stays Jadhav's
sentence, but India says Pakistan has not I execution
LINE A RSR dadzy A YLISRSRE  JUN22Pakclaims Jadhav 2o g P
filed mercy petition; (- SEP 13 India files its
Who is a Queen's Counsel? oonfe_ssed involvement in mgmorial (fir;t round of
Queen's Consel isa barriger or advocate, appointed WIS pUis MR BRaE)
Counsel to the UK Crown on the recommendation of e g pak allows () SEP 28 Pak claims it got
the Lord Chancellor. Jadhav's wife, mother to l proposal to swap Jadhav for
Queen's counsels arecognised in almost all courts meet him on Dec 25 g terrorist; Inda dismisses it
around the world. ‘.. DEC 13 Pak files its counter-
A Queen's Counselappointed from within the legal JUL 17,2018 Pakfiles 2nd . memorial
profession on the basis of meriather than the level of ~ ountermemorial
eXperience. FEB 18,2019 [CJ begins ;":ULY 7ic) 35!‘5t.P akisz’”
. i inoi ... 0 Teview conviction an
Instalinks ja(c’l;i\? léta)!;: A | sentencing of Jadhav, rules
Prelims Link: in favour of consular access
1. About ICJ.
2. Differences between the International 5. What are commonwealth countries?
Criminal Court and the International Court
of Justice. Link:
3.2K2 A& | vdzZSSyQa |/ 2 dzy &ttSst/Bpaper.thehinducom/Home/MShareArticle
4. Key Functions. ?0rgld=GJP7P7RED.1&imageview=0

3. Indus Water Treaty:

Context
September 19narks the 60th anniversary of the Indus Watgeaty (IWT) between India and Pakistan.

About the Indus Water Treaty:
It isa WaterDistribution Treaty,signed inKarachi in 1960between India (PM Jawaharlal Nehru) and Pakistan
(President Ayub Khan), tkered by the World Bank.
Who has control ovewhat?
Under the treaty, India has control over water flowing in the eastern riyBesas, Ravi and Sutlej.
Pakistan has control over the western rivetsdus, Chenab and Jhelum.

Water for other purposes:
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India is allowed to use 20% water of the westerr
rivers for irrigation, power generation and
transport purposes.

It also granted 3.6 million acifieet (MAF) of
GLISNXYA&aaAofS ad2Nr 3S
western rivers.

Key features of the treaty:

As rer the treaty, the water commissioners of
Pakista and India are required to meet twice a
@8SIFENJ YR INN}Yy3IS (GSOK:
and critical river head works.

Both the sides share details of the water flow an
the quantum of water being usashder the

treaty.

PAKISTAN

Indus [/

_/Panjnad

: HOW THE WATERS FLOW

INDIA |

© i1 eGanga
Yamuna ®

New Delhi + |

The treaty sets out a mechanisfor cooperation {E] et
and information exchange between the two ~ L e
countries regarding their use of the rivers. boundaries
J—<RNEIS
. I\\ - - =
InstaLinks s -~ Canals
Prelims Link:
. . EASTERN RIVERS i WESTERNRIVERS | TOTALAREA OF
1. Indus andts tributaries. . Sutle, Beas, Ravi indusJeum. Chenab | INDUSBASIN:
2. When was Indus Water treaty signed? 11 cubic km | 2325 cubic km }mf: ';li‘sqkm
3. Who brokered the treaty? Annualfiowbefore | Anmualflowbefore | o0
. i . : entering Pakistan. | entering Pakistan. i 399? in "fd"‘-
4. H|gh||ghts of the treaty? India hasfull ightson | Indiacanuse onlyabout | 8%inChina,
h . > allwaters, Pakistancan ; 622 cubickm; 1703 + 6% in Afghanistan.
5. Functionsof Permanent Indus Commission. usewhateverflowsinto | cublickm reservedfor | Source:india Water
. . . . . its territory. 1 Pakistan. l Resources Information system
6. Hydroelectric projects in News in this
regard. Link:
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
Mains Link: m/article/explained/induswater-treaty-at-60-why-

Discuss the significance of Indus Water Treaty.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings

affecti nirgerestmidi ads
1. The Quad:

Why in News?

| KAST 2F 5S¥SyO0S

{GFFTF DSy

there-issa-needto-qiveit-a-freshrlook-
6601741/litel.

and agreements involving India and/or

navigation in the Indian OceafRacific regiort a statementthat could rile up China.

What is Quad grouping?

The qualrilateral security dialoguecludes Japan, India, United States and Australia.
1 All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of

unhindered maritime trad and security.

f The idea wafirst mooted by Japanese Rrie Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007.2 6 S @S NE

move ahead with Australia pulling out of it.

Significance of the grouping:

i KS

1 Quad isan opportunity for likeminded countries to share noteand collaborate on projects of

mutual interest.

1 Membersshare a vision ain open and free Indd”acific.Each is involved in development and
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security.
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1 Itis one of the mangvenues for
interaction among India, Australia, g ¥
Japan andhe US and should not be
seen in an exclusive context.

2 KOG FNB / KAYlI Qad @ASy

1 There is a general understanding that
the Quad would not take on a military
dimensionagainst any countryThe
strategic community in China,
nevertheless, had brated it an
SYSNHAY3 da! aiAly bl

T b2iGlofex W LIy SR vtTat dgSKyAG/S addrassacSaeRindipriPariiainent gave a
fresh impetus to the Quad concept. This recognigedeconomic rig of India.

InstaLinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: A formalrevival and renvigoration of the Quad is
1. Quad composition. called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and to
2. When was it first proposed? ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas.
3. Countries and important islands in the Examine.
Indian Ocean region.
4. Geographical overview of Ine®acific Link:
region. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/quad
5. Important seas and straits in the region. shouldensurefreedom-of-navigationin-indian

oceangenrawat/article32517321.ece

2. wL/{ /dzf GdzNB aAYAAGSNEQ aSS8GAyS
Context

Thep G K . wL/ { [/ dzf G dzNds held tfiraughivisesEaRferen8eSikidkeyCRairpersonship of
Russian Federation.

Basic facts that gu must know about BRICS:
BRICZ & Yy | ONRBye&Y F2NJ 6KS 3ANRBdzZLAY3I 27T Bréif RusstaNAdia,Q a
China, and Soutlfrica.
f IN2001GKS . NARGAAK 902y 2YA & (BRWAoYHesbribeit® fofir emef@idgh v S R
economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and China.
1 The grouping watrmalised during the first meeting of BRIC Foreign Ministers in 2006.
1 South Africa was inited to join BRIC in December 2014fter which the group adopted the acronym
BRICS.

Other keypoints:
1 The chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with the
acronym BRI-GS.
T ¢KS . wL/{ [SIRSNAQuallydzy YAl A& O2y@SySR |y
1 Duringthe Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2athé)leaders signed the Agreement estahingthe
New Development Bank (NDBJhey also signeithe BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement.

Here, Cooperation among members is achieved through:
1. TrackiFormal diplomatic engagement between the national governments.
2. Track Il: Engagement through gommentaffiliated institutions, e.g. statewned enterprises and
business councils.
3. Track llI: Civil society and PecfdePeople engagement.

InstaLinks Prelims Link:
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1. BRICSorigin, whenSouth Africa joined? Mains Link:

2. About the New Development Bank (NDB). What is the mandate faNew Development Bank

3. Which are the NDB funded projects in andAsian Infrastructure Investment Bank? Examine
India? whether the coming of NDB and AlIB changes the

4. Fortaleza declaration is related to? rules of development financing vésvis the

5. What is the BRICS Contingent Reserve western dominated multilateral financing
Arrangement? institutions?

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisat{&tCO):
Why in News?
Meetings of the SCO defence ministers and foreign ministgese recently held in Russia.

About the Shanghai Cooperatio@rganisation (SCO):
It isa permanent intergovernmental international organisation.
 LGQ& O N&hhoiunketl gnlsaling 2001 in Shanghai (Chig)the Republic of Kazakhstan, the
t S21L) SQa wSLldzot A0 2F / KAYl I (K RepabhBRTdjikistab, biuro
the Republic of Uzbekistan.
1 It was preceded bthe Shanghai Five mechanism.
TheShanghai Cooperation Organisation Charter was signed during the St.Petersburg SCO Heads of State
meeting in June 2002andentered into force onl9 September 2003.
1 ¢ KS {offichaltsiiguages are Russian and Chinese.

¢KS {/hQa YIAYy 321ta& IINB la F2tft26ayY

Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states; promoting their effective
cooperation in politics, trade, the economgsearch, technology and culture, as well as in education, energy,
transport, tourism, environmental protection, drother areas; making joint efforts to maintain and ensure
peace, security and stability in the region; and moving towards the establishrhard@mocratic, fair and
rational new international political and economic order.

Bodies under SCO:
1. Heads of Sta¢ Council (HS@ the supreme decisiemaking body in the SCO. It meets once a year ang
adopts decisions and guidelines on all important reedtof the organisation.

2. SCO Heads of Government Council HB§SGa 2y O0S | &SI NJ (2 tlakednlO dzi &

cooperation strategy and priority areas, to resolve current important economic and other cooperatior
issues, and also to approve tBeNH | Y A & | (G A 2 yQa Fyydzadt 06dzR3S 0o

3. Two permanent bodies the SCO Secretariat = %, ARCTIC OCEAN
based in Beijing antthe Executive Comiittee of ‘  ataili .
the Regional AntiTerrorist Structure (RATS) { @329 et 3

based in Tashkent.

4. The SCO Secretafyeneral and the Director of
the Executive Committeef the SCO RATS are
appointed by the Council of Heads of State for
term of three years.

Currently. 1
T SCO compriss eight member statespamely the
Republic of India, the Republic of Kazakhstan, t
t S2 L) SQa wS Lz f AR2pudliE,
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Russian
Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the
Republic of Uzbekistan.
1 SCGCounts four observer stategjamely the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Belarus,
the Islamic Republic ofdn and the Republic of Mongolia.
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9 SCO has six dialogue partneremely the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Armenia, the
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Federal Demaocratic Republic of Nepal, the Republic of Turkey, and the
Democratic Socialifkepublic of Sri Lanka.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is Shanghai Five?
2. When was SCO charter signed and when it
entered into force?
3. SCO founithg members.
4. When did India join the group?

4. G20:
Why in News?
Avirtual meeting 0fG20 Education Ministerg/as held recently to discuss and share experiences of member
countries inthe three identified areas of EducationContinuity in Times of Crises, Early Childhood Education
and Internationalizabn in Education.

1 TheKingdom of Saudi Arabia is hostingHGn

5. Obsevers and dialogue partners of SCO.
6. Permanent bodies under SCO.
7. Official languages of SCO.

Mains Link:
Discuss the objectives and significance of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

[ SFRSNBQ {dzYYAG AY HAHANOD
What is the G207
The G20 is an annual meeting of leaders from the countries with the largest and fqistesihg economies. Its
members account for 85% of tie2 NI RQ& D-hirdZof its goRulatiog. 2

 The G20 Summitis formally knownak S a{ dzY YA G 2y CAYIlI yOAIlf al NJ
Genesis of G20
After the Asian Financial Crisis in 19908, it was acknowledged that the participation of maarerging
market countries iseeded on discussions on the international financial systemGhfinance ministers
agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting in 1999.

Presidency
The group has no permanent staff of bwn, saevery year in Deamber, a G20 country from a rotating region
takes on the presidency.
1 That country is then responsible for organising the next summit, as well as smaller meetings for the
coming year.
9 They can also choose to invite rorember coutries along as guests.
1 The frst G20 meeting took place in Berlin in 1999, after a financial crisis in East Asia affected many
countries around the world.

Full membership of the G20:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Indiggdiad Italy, Japan, MexicBussia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European

Union.
G20
44 A\
G8 P &

What is G20+?

TheG20 developing nations, also called
G21/G23/G20+s a bloc of developing nations which
was established on August Z)03. It is distinct from

Argentina

the G20 major economies.

G7

Canada

China

European

=

1 TheG20+ originated in September 20@8the a =
5th ministerial conference of the WTO held at l w "'
Cancun’ MeXICO. France Germany Indonesia Mexico Saudi Arabia
1 Its origins can be traced the Brasilia O SR g @
' L s

Declarationsigned by the foreign ministers of
India,Brazil and South Africa on 6th June 200:
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f ¢KS Dunb Aa NBalLlRyairofS F2NJcmxr 2F GKS 62NIR
70% of its farmers.

InstaLinks: 5. Whoisishostng@n [ S RSNAQ
Prelims Link: 20207
1. G20 vs G20+ vs G7 vs G8.
2. Objectives and sulgroups. Mains Link:
3. Overview ofGeographical locations of the Do you think the recent G20 summits have turned
member countries. into talking shops rather than getting down to brass
4. Overview of the 2003 Brasilideclaration. tacks? Critically analyse.

5. India, China agree onpint action plan:

Context

India and China have agreed affive-point course of action to disengage and reduce tensions along the Line
of Actual ControLAC).

The fivepoint plan is:

1. followingthe cons¢ & dza 06 Sl ¢
RATFSNByOSa G2 068

2. disengaging quickly to ease tensions.

3. abiding by the existing Indi@hina border protocoland avoiding escalatory action.

4. continuing the diadgue between the Special Representatives, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval an
Mr. Wang, as well as the other mechanisms.

5. working towards new confidenekuilding measures (CBMs).
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What are the immediae challenges? What has not been addressed so far?
1. Nothing has been spoken about returninglioK S a a G F G dza ljdz2 Fy(iSé -&fNJ LI
in April.
2. India has also not categorically called@hnina to retreat from positions it has aggressed on at
Pangong Tso, Depsang and other parts of the LAC.

What needs to be done both by India and China?
1 The immediate task is to ensure a comprehensive disengagement of troops in all the friction areas.
Thatis necessary to prevent any untoward incident in the future.
9 The final disposition of the troop deploynt to their permanent posts and the phasing of the process
is to be worked out by the military commanders.

Why do faceoffs occur?
They mainly occur iareas alonghe LAC TheLAC has never been demarcated.

1 Differing perceptions are particularly acuteiaround two dozen spotsicross the Western (Ladakh),
Middle (Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand), Sikkim, and Eastern (Arunachal Pradesh) sectors of th
India-China border.

1 Faceoffs occur when patrols encounter each other the contested zones between avapping claim
lines.

1 Protocols agreed to in 2005 and 2013 detail rulfsengagement to prevent such incidents, but have
not always been adhered to.

Why has not the LAC been clarified?
India has long proposed an exercise to clarify differing perceptibttsee LAC to prevent such incidents. Maps
were exchanged in the Middle Sector, but the exercise fell through in the Western Sector where divergence
the greatest.
1 China has since rejected this exercise, viewing it as adding another complication tedbiang
boundary negotiations.

www.insightsonindia.com 80 InsightslAS

LJz

{ dz

a z

2 a .

e

is



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

f LYRAIQ&a | NBdzYSyid Aa NYGKSNI G4KFy | 3INBS 2y 2yS
claims of the other, @ving the way to regulate activities in contested areas until a final settlement of
the boundary dispL.

InstaLinks 6. Where is Naku La?
Prelims Link: 7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake
1. Whatis LoC and how is it established, region?
geographical extent and significance?
2. Whatis LAC? Mains Link:
3. Where is Nathu la? Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India
4. Where is Pangong Tso? and Chia.
5. Who administers Akashi Chin?

6. United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements

Resulting from Mediation:
Why in News?
The convention came into force di?" September 2020.

What you need toknow?
1 TheUnited Nations General Assembadopted the Convention on 20th December 2018 and it was
opened for signature on 7th August 2019 in Singapore.
9 ltis also known athe Singapore Convention on Mediaticaind alsahe first UN treaty to be named
after Sirgapore.

Key Features of the Convention:

1 Applicability: The Convention will apply to international commercial settlement agreements resulting
from mediation.

1 Non- applicability: It will not apply to international settlement agreements that are concludetthén
course of judicial or arbitral proceedings and which are enforceable as a court judgment or arbitral
award. It will also not apply to settlement agreements concluded fosqeal, family or household
purposes by one of the parties (a consumer), ad asbettlement agreements relating to family,
inheritance or employment law.

1 The courts of a contracting partyill be expected to handle applications either to enforce an
international settlement agreement which falls within the scope of the Conventido allow a party
to invoke the settlement agreement in order to prove that the matter has already been resolved, in
accordance with its rules of procedure, and under the cto$ laid down in the Convention.

Signatories
The Convention has 53 signats, including India, China and the U.S.
9 India approved the signing of the Convention in July 2019.

Benefits for India:
1 Signing of the Convention wilbost the confidence oftie investors and shall provide a positive signal

to foreign investors about Indl I Q& O2YYAGYSyid (2 I RKSNBE (2 AyilS

Dispute Resolution (ADR).

9 Businesses in India and around the world will now hgreater certainty in resolvig crossborder
disputes through mediationas the Convention provides a mordegitive means for mediated
outcomes to be enforced.

Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/busiss/singaporeonventionon-mediation
comesinto-force/article32589671.ece/amp/
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7. China says India violated border agreements:

Context

/| KAYl KIF & of I YSR ordey&redmerisamtsaiddntlia Hole fedpynitdility for the recent

tensions.
This comes a day after Defence Minister Rajnath Singh told Parliament that China had, by amassing
troops alonghe Line of Actual Control (LA®@)is summer, violatedhe 1993 andl996 boundary
agreementsthat have helped keep the peace along the border feairg.

What do 1993 and 1996 agreements say?

India and China have signed various agreements on border managensaged in September 1993,
November 1996, April 2005 ar@ctober 2013.

Unfortunately,these are deeply flawed agreementsd make the quest fasettlement of the boundary
guestion at best a strategic illusion and at worst a cynical diplomatic parlour trick.

1. 1993 Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Trailityualong the Line of Actual Control in the
SinaIndian Border:
Aspertheagreemelt 620K LYRAI YR / KAYIl |3INBS G2 1SSLI aY
O2y GNRE G2 | YAYAYdzy fS@Sté¢ | yR Gaiooda@&ions beBveen f
them.

& >

2. 1996 Agreement on Confidendguilding Measures:

Thada | ANBSYSyid Ffft26a F2NI aYAfAGINE RAaAOf2adz2NB 6KB
reduction of troop levels in the border areas.
It also allows th parties to observe and inspect troop movements in each other territory upon
invitation.
In this agreement too, the two sides agreed to reduce or limit their military forces within mutually
agreed geographical zones along the LAC.
It also specifiesthen@2 NJ OF 6 S3A2NAS& 2F I NX¥IYSyda (G2 06S NB

combat \ehicles, guns etc.

LG ftaz2 adAldzZ FG6Sa GKI G a-degddaton €s€ hrasddduR Semicild,
conduct blast operations or hunt with guns@xplosives within two kilometers from the line of actual
control.

What's the issue ow?
These agreements are there just on
papers. They have no bearing on th
ground reality.
The agreements do not reflect any
attempt to have each side recognise

Western side 7 e
oy Points of Concern
Jimmu & Kashatir=
Bordor of sbout

B 2,150 b soparates
JSK freen Xiejlang

Indo shores Tre dsputed b
A boutdary of abowt ordirs adds up to
anound

AR 300k

withChina

3 G » Least controversial
the Othem a ' t 7\ y S 2 -'F R Pradesh The 62§~hm 5 ’ l l [ \ \ E’?"s:de‘rl?;]gz
troops at the time they were signed. shoog mactalpradeshand  [] | [N dnsutedboundey
e dHom) Arenaihal
Also, the absence of afinition of Uttarakhand b

LAC allows ever new and
surreptitious advances on the

Tha Dekiam el
Junction of Edutan:
ndiyChing

ground. Disputed Borders
@ Skimdhing

Background Lodobh e, JK
India and China have recently agreedaon @ suncnabudn i Sikkim MRS TR
five-point course of action to disengagand g oy
reduce tensions along the Line of Actual © s Chin 0 Lickh b
Control (LAC).
InstaLinks 1. What is LoC and how is it established,
Prelims Lik: geographical extent and significance?
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2. Whatis LAC? Mains Link:

3. Where is Nathu la? Discuss the sigicance of Pangong Tso for India
4. Where is Pangong Tso? and China.

5. Who administers Akashi Chin?

6. Where is Naku La? Link:

7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

region? ?0rgld=G3G7P4A2D.1&imageview=0

8. U.S. keen on finalising BEAZR+2 dialogue:

Context

The U.S. is expecting India to sign the last foundational agreeBasi; Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement for GeeSpatial cooperation (BECAgt the nextindia-U.S. 2+2 ministerial dialoguiéely to held in
October end.

Foundational agreemets between India and the US:
So far|ndia has signed three foundational agreements:
1. The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA).
2. The Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA).
3. The General Security of Miltalnformation Ageement (GSOMIA) was signed a long time ago. An
extension to the GSOMI#e Industrial Security Annex (ISAyas signed at the last 2+2 dialogue.

What is BECA?
This agreement would facilitate exchange of geospatial information betweda imdUnited States for both
military and civilian use.

Significance and benefits for

| FOUNDATIONAL AGREEMENTS |

India from BECA:

BECA will allow India to use US
expertise on geospatial
intelligence and to enhance
military accuracy of automated
hardware systems and weapons
like cruise,ballistic missiles and
drones.

What is 2+2 Dialogue?
The 2+2 dialogue is the highest
level institutional mechanism

between India and US that brings

Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement
(LEMOA)

» Provide logistic support,
refuelling & berthing facilities
for each other's warships &
aircraft on barter/equal-value
exchange basis

» Will not involve stationing of
US troops on Indian soil. Nor will
India extend support if US goes
to war with “a friendly country”

» Good for US forces re-balancing
to Asia Pacific. Indian forces rarely
operate far away from their shores

but access to Djibouti & Diego
Garcia could be useful

Communication Interoperability & Security

Memorandum Agreement (CISMOA)

» Technology enabler » US says CISMOA will boost

to help transfer high- ‘interoperability’ as well as ensure
tech avionics, encrypted secrecy of its C4ISR (command,
communication & control, communications, computer,
electronic systems intelligence, surveillance and

to India reconnaissance) systems

» But fears that US will be able to track & snoop on Indian
warships/aircraft equipped with such systems

Basic Exchange | » US says BECA » But India, which

& Cooperation will help India with has its own satellite
Agreement for advanced satellite & imaging capabilities,
Geo-Spatial topographical data for | unwilling for American
Cooperation long-range navigation | digital sensors to be
(BECA) & missile-targeting positioned on its soil

together the perspectives of the two countries toreign policy, defence and strategic issues

The new dalogue format was agreed to between the India and the US during the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Washington D.C. in June, 2017.
The dialogue mechanismcludes defence and foreign ministers of the two countries.
It replacedindia-U.S. &ategicand Commercial Dialogue for trade and commercial issues.

Instalinks 5. Countries having 2+2 dialogue mechanism
Prelims Link: with India.
1. What are foundational agreements?

2. About BECA.
3. Agreements signed by India and the US.
4. What is 2+Dialogue?

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?0rgld=GMN7P7CET.1&imageview=0
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Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on | ndi a
interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Qatari labour laws reforms:
Context
Qatar has brought about a change in its labour laws. The reforms, which were announced by the Emir of Q4
in October 2019, were signed into law recently.
1 Thesereforms are nowapplicable to workers of all nationalitieand in all sectors, including donties
workers who were previously excluded.

2KFG FNB vIiEGFENRa ySg fFro2dzNJ | gaKk
Lo2f AGARZ2Y 2F GKS d&RIIMNBIGASRY Y H TF2 N & e &yaty®o 2S5 (
workers needed to get from their employers before changing jobs.
1 Now, wokers will have to serve a omaonth notice period if they have worked for less than two years
and notice period of two months if they have worked longer.
Increasing the minimum \&ge by 25 per cent to $274 or 1000 Qatari riyatsd an additional 300 QAR fimod
and 500 QAR for accommaodation in case not provided by the company.

Background
Qatar has introduced a series of labour reforms since its selectitred022 World Cup hst, with the event
setting in motion a huge construction programme employing foreign workers.

What is kafala?

¢CKS WiFFLrHflIQ deadsSy Aa | aeadasSy (KIFG tlreéa R2gy 72
YFEFEEF YSIEya Wi2] S dONIEK i5B®@ RyWJI IWNT 6 A O
T ' YRSNJ GKS aeadSyYyx | YAINIyd 62Nl SNRA& AYYAIN

ALRYyaz2NI oW FSSE Q0 Rddz2NAYy3I GKS O2y i NI OO LISNA 2
1 The migrant worker cannot enter the country, transfer employment nor leave doetcy for any
reason without first obtaining explicit written permission frdatre kafeel.

When did the kafala system start?
The kafala system began in the 1950s when several Middle East countries started hiring foreign workers to
accelerate developmenbflowing the discovery of oil.

Where is the kafala system practiced?
It is being practiced in the Gulf Cooperation Council member countries of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Ara
and the United Arab Emirates, and also in the Arab states of Jordalnednaaon.

Concerns associated with this practice, why it should be abolished?
1. Human rights groups say the migration management systrables exploitation and forced labar
labor extracted by under the threat of penalty, and not offered voluntarily by theker.
2. The media have likened employment conditions under kafata 62 R-BNF af | GSNE ¢

3. Some migrant workers end up absconding from their employers to seek refuge elsewhere. In the Gulf

states,absconding is considered a crime and that leads to indeé@rdgention and deportation.

4. Complaining puts them iconflict with their sponsorwho has the power to cancel their residence visa
and have them deported.

5. The kafala directlgontradicts the labour lawThe employer can dictate the recruitment process and
working conditions.

6. It restricts labour mobility.It prohibits any mobility on part of the worker unless approved by the
kafeel. If the kafeels are unwilling to let them go, workers cannot leave them for better employment.

Instalinks 3. What is Kafala system?
Prelims Link: 4. Countries where Kafala system is
1. Geograplrtal location of Qatar. practiced?

2. Recent labour law reforms.
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Mains Link: Link:

2 KIG A& WYisystem?fRecentlyf Qatar2 dzNJ https:/indianexpress.com/article/explained/exai

abolished this system. Discuss its significance. ned-what-are-the-recentchangesn-gatarilabour
laws6579084/

2. U.S. Foreign Agents Act:

Context

TheBJPhas become the first mainstream political party from India to have named itsalf@®ign principal
of an organisation in the United Statesafter the Overseas Friends of the BJP (OFBJP) registeredtiader
1938 Foreign Agents Registration A&ARAuNderthe U.S. Department of Justice.

Implications
1 Following the registration, the OFBJP will have to declare any meetir
with U.S. legislators, organisation of events and funding from U.S.
groups.
T It will also not be possible for OFBJP membensseorganisational help
during the U.S. elections as it would then be seen as foreign
interference.

About FARA:

1 The law came into force in 1938 to combat the spread of fascist
propaganda into the United States.

1 It requires foreign agents to registeiitty the Justice Department and disclose their activities to the
public.

T ¢KS |faz2 NBIldzANBa al 3Syida NBLINBaSyldiAy3da G4KS A
capacity [to]disclose their relationship with the foreign government and infdiom atout related
FAYlI yOSaodeg

Why is it used?

1 FARA is an important tool to identify foreign influence in the United States and address threats to
national security.

1 The central purpose of FARAdspromote transparency with respect to foreign influencgithin the
United Statesby ensuring that the US government and the public know the source of certain
information from foreign agents intended to influence American public opinion, policy and laws,
thereby facilitating informed evaluation of that informati.

Violation of the law:
G2 Aff FdAf GA2flLGA2yé 2F GKS fF¢ A& LlzyAaKFIofS gAl
both. The punishment for certain lesser violations is a jail term of no more than six months or a fine of $5,00
or both.

Instalinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. US FARA law is related to? Discuss the significance of the 1938 Foreign Agents
2. India's first political party to have named Registration Act (FARA) under the U.S. Department
itself a foreign principal of an organisation of Justice.
in the United States.
3. Implications obecoming a foreign Link:
principal of an organization under FARA. https://ww w.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
4. Who ha to compulsorily register under m/news/national/bjp-unit-registersunder-us
FARA? foreignagentsregistration
5. What happens in case of violation? act/article32573176.ece/amp/
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Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.

1. UNSC 126@ommittee:

Why in News?

Recently, the UNSC threw out a Pakistani attempt to get two Indians designated as terroristRasdkeition
1267.This was tbk third such attempt by Pak this year.

What is UNSC 1267 committee?
It wasfirst set up in 1999and stengthened after the September 11, 2001 attacks.

 Itisnowknownad§ KS 51 QSaK FyR 't vISRIFI {lyOtAazya [/ 2Y

1 It comprises all permanent and nepermanent members of the UNSC.
1 Thel267 list of terrorists is a global list, with a UNSC startips full of Pakistani nationals and
residents.

What is the process by which people are listed under UNSC 12677

1 Any member state can submit a proposfr listingan individual, group, or entity.

1 The 1267 Committee meets as required with a notice of foworking days.

9 Decisionson listing and ddisting are adopted bgonsensus

I The proposal is sent to all the members, and if no member objects within five workjisg tthe
proposal is adopted. Y & 2 6 2 S O (curtains for the Priopbsal.

 Anymemberofi KS / 2YYAGGSS YI & I faothe pragmsal, land ésk ronsrg A O |
information from the proposing member state. During this time, other members maypddse their
own holds.

T ¢KS YIFGGSNI NBYFAya 2y GKS d losiyh&ds yharbembek siate that T
KIa LI OSR GKS K2fR RSOARSA G2 GdzNy Ada RSOA
holds remove them within Eimeframe laid down by the Committee.

1 Pending issues must be resolved in six monthat the member state that has placed the hold may
ask for an additional three months. At the end of this period, if an objection is not placed, the matter
considered aproved.

Any proposal for listing must meet set criteria:

The proposal must include acts axctivities indicating the proposed individual/group/entity had participated
GAY GKS FTAYFIYOAY3A: LA FYyYyAy3as T OAASEREGX KT SIRNI 2
Al-Qaida or any cell, affiliate, splinter group or derivativ § K SNB 2 F¢ ¢

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Whatis UNSC 1267 committee? Discuss the roles and functions of the UNSC 1267
2. When was it established? Committee.
3. Composition.
4. What is the 1267 list? Link:
5. Process by which people are listedder https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/unse
UNSC 1267. rejectspakistarattempt-to-list-indianson-terror-
6. Criteria that a proposal must meet for list/article32507766.ece
listing.
2. Novichok and the CWC:
Why in News?

Novichok Germany says was used to poison Alexei Navalny, a critic sibBRU&esident Vladimir Putin who is
in a coma in a Berlin hospital.

What is Novichok?
It wasdeveloped in the Soviet Union in the 1970s and 1980s.
 Thenaméb 2 A OK2 | Y S| ylisuded Bra @aily 8f Nhlp toxic nerve agents.
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1 Novichok agentsra believed to be five to 10 times more lethal than other poisonous substances like
VX gas.

What's the issue now?
Theweaponisation of any chemical is banned under the 1997 Chemical Weapongdtion, of which
Moscow is a signatory.
1 However, Moscow is nidelieved ever to have declared Novichok or its ingredients to the Hagaed
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCWich oversees a treaty banning their
use.

Background
Novichokwere added tai KS / KSYA Ol £ 2 S| $I8f goatrolle@ syitdtandainit gedrQrhis as
the first time that the list was updated since it was agreed upon in the 1990s.

What is Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)?
It is a multiateraltreaty that bans chemical weapons and requires their destructiwithin a specified period
of time.
The CWC isnplemented by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OP®@iVgh is
headquartered in The Hagu®©PCW won the 2013 del peace prize).
TheCWTC is open to all natiorend currently has 198tatesparties. Israel has signed but has yet to ratify the
convention.

1 Three states have neither signed nor ratified the conventioBgypt, North Korea and South Sudan.

The ChemicalWeapons Convention prohibits:

Developing, producing, acquiring, stodkm, or retaining chemical weapons.

The direct or indirect transfer of chemical weapons.

Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use.

Assisting, encouraging, or inducing otlstaites to engage in CWgZohibited activity.
Theuseofriotcontrdl 3Sy Ga ala I YSGK2R 2F & NFI NB®dé

WHAT ARE NOVICHOK NERVE AGENTS?
POTENTIAL STRUCTURES OF NOVICHOK AGENTS

uohkhwpnpE

Novichok agents are organophosphate nerve agents.
They were reportedly developed in Russia from the 1970s
onwards. Novichok agents are supposedly 5 to 8 times
more deadly than VX, another deadly nerve agent.

1970s-1990s

median lethal dose

vx milligrams per person

(skin exposure)

Exact structures of Novichok agents are unknown. The structures
Novichok agents can be delivered as a liquid, fine powder, or gas. above are those suggested by Vil Mirzayanoy, the Russian chemical
It has been claimed that safer precursors can be mixed to make weapons scientist who exposed their development. Nerve agent
them on demand, though this has been refuted by other sources. exposure is usually treated with atropine and pralidoxime.

EFFECTS OF © O © 00 © ©

NOVI CHOK AG[NTS Stop breakdown of Cause contraction of Excessive mucus, tears, ~ Nausea, gastrointestinal ~ Bronchoconstriction & Spasms, convulsions Coma & eventual

acetylcholine the pupils saliva & sweat pain & vomiting chest tightness &loss of bowel control death

© Andy Brunning/Compound Interest 2018 - www.compoundchem.com | Twitter: @compoundchem | FB: www.facebook.com/compoundchem @@@@
This graphic is shared under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives licence.

BY NC WD
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InstaLinks 4. States which have neither sigh@&or

Prelims Link: ratified the convention.
1. What is Novichok, which was in news 5. Is India a party to this convention?
recently?
2. Keyprovisions under the Chemical Mains Link:
Weapons Convention. Discuss the organizational structure, vision and
3. About the Organization for the Prohibition functioning of the Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons. of Chemical Weapons (OPCW).

Linkhttps://www.thehindu.com/news/international/whatis-novichokthe-poisongermanysayswasusedon-
alexetnavalny/article32511471.ece

3. North AtlanticTreaty Organétion:
Why in News?
Greece rejectdlATO mediation.
T Ld AIIS&DIPYRIA2YyQ 2yfe& | FTGUGSNI ¢dz2N] S 6AGKRNI ga

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSkK
Over recent weeks, tensions have been rising in the waters of the Eastern Mediterraneapiguidy what
seems like a simple rivalry over energy resources.
1 Turkey has pursued an aggressive gas exploration effort, its research vessel heavily protected by
warships of the Turkish Navy.
1 There have been encounters with rival Greek vessels and aNaiba country France, has become
involved, siding with the Greeks.
1 These tensions also highlight another shift in the regjoime decline of US power.

Cause for latest tensions:
Tensions are mounting to breaking point between Turkey and GreeceTavis @ Q&4 Rdddnéaf they 3 &
Mediterranean island of Cyprusyhich like Greece is an EU member country.
T ¢dzN] S& R2SayQi NBO23ayAl S (GKS RAGARSR Aafl yR
exclusive economic zone as its own.
9 Cyprus was splitlang ethnic lines in 1974 when Turkey invadéal the wake of a coup by supporters
of union with Greece.

About North Atlantic Treaty Organization:

It isan intergovernmental military alliance.
1 Egablished byWwashington treaty. 1 Headquarters of Allied Command
1 Treaty that wasigned on 4April 1949. Operationst Mons, Belgium.
1 Headquarterst Brussels, Belgium.

Significance

It constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defen¢

in response to an attack @ny external party.

Composition
Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increasedlidree from the original 12
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2(
f NATOmembershd Aa 2LISy G2 abFye 208KSNJ 9dzNRLISIyYy adal
Treatyandtocontd dziG S (G2 GKS aSOdzNAGe 2F GKS b2NILIK !

Objectives

Politicalg NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and cteoperdefence and
securityrelated issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, preveniconf
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Military ¢ NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military
power to undertake cristsnanagement operations. These are carried out under the collective defence clause
2T b! ¢hQa ¥eAdgldsroltim WadkiBgkod Breaty or under a United Nations mandatine or

in cooperation with other countries and international organisations

Instalinks 6. Latest NATO member.
Prelims Link:
1. NATQgenesis and headquarters. Mains Link:
2. What is NATO Allied Command Discus the objectives and significanceNATO.
Operations?
3. Who can become members of NATO? Link:
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty. https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/tur
5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic key-greecestart-talksto-reducerisk-of-conflict-
Ocean. saysnato-chief/article32524657.ece

4. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):

Why in News?

Iran has granted IAEA inspectors access to one of two sites where undeul@iedr activity may have taken
place in thesarly 2000s.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSk

Iran signed the nuclear deal in 2015 with the United States, Germany, France, Britain, China and Russia. Kpown

asthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPiDAllows Iranonly to keep a stockpile of 202.8 kilograms
(447 pounds).

1 However, as per IAEA reports, Iran continues to increase its stockpile of enriched uranium in violatign

of limitations set in the deal.

Why this oversight is necessary?

1. The suspected work aa uranium metal diskwhich could be used as a rlear weapon component,
and on neutrons which are used to trigger a nuclear implosiopoint to Iranian work on a neutron
initiator for a nuclear weapons test or nuclear weapons device.

2. LNIyQa aiG201LIAES 2F SyNRKROKSR dziiy g A SeXkildgrams. THNE b Y
LJdzia LNFyQa aidz201LAES 2F (GKS ydzOft Sk NI FdzSt FI NI |
nuclear accord.

3. With 1,000 kilograms of lownriched uranium, Iran would likely have enough material to fuel a single
bombonce the material is further enriched, a process some experts believe could take as little as three
months.

About IAEA:

Setupasi KS 62NI RQa a! {2 Ya inAgSRiithindhe Orfited NatibhB flargil. T | G A 2 v
Reports to boththe United Nations Genat Assembly and Security Council.

Headquartersin Vienna, Austria.

Functions
1 Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and
peaceful usef nuclear technologies.
1 Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nucleaemgy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose,
including nuclear weapons.

Board of Governors:
22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic diversitglected bythe General Conference (11
members every yean 2 year term.

1 Atleastl0 member states nominated by the outgoing Board.

1 Board members each receive one vote.
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Functions
1 Recommendations tthe General
Conference on IAEA activities and budget.
1 Responsible for publishing IAEA standards.

Programs
1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy
(PACT).

2. Human Health Program.

1 Responsible for making most of the oyl
of the IAEA.

1 Appoints the Director General subject to
General Conference approval.

Water Availability Enhancement Project.
International Project on Innovative Nuclear
Reacbrs and Fuel Cycles, 2000.

hw

=== The Iran Nuclear Deal: Blocking Iran’s Path to the Bomb
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Prior to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, Iran had built a large uranium infrastructure that
would have produced enough highly enriched uranium (HEU) to build anuciear weapon in a matter
of weeks. Iran was also building a heavy water reactor that would open a second route ta the bomb.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is JCPOA? Sigois.
2. lIran and its neighbours.
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN.
4. Members of IAEA.
5. Programs of IAEA.

5.2 K[ Aa
condition?

Context
The $1 billion World Bank loan to curb cogahdemic for

ddzy A SS NA |

India comes with a condition 6f dzy A GS NE F S ¢

procurements.

What is "universality eligpility" condition?

This would mean that all preferential market access
policies, including Public Procurement Order, Micro Sma
& Medium Enérprises (MSME) Policy, certain benefits to
start-ups, shall not be applicable on purchases made whi
implementirg the national project.

Other conditions set by the World Bank:

6. Board of Governorssomposition, voting
and functions.
7. What is Uranium Eniiecnent?

Mains Link:
Write a note on JCPOA.

(0]

Social Protection

World Bank

FUNDING MATHS |

rlsot |Mhepsclepesn | 9990
* [ s{billlon | transfes; food benefit ‘lntemaﬂonal
(1 social ) Help strengthen delivery ‘Development
' protection | ofsaety et Association (IDA)
" package | Enable geographic $200m-
; ' por:abtllllty g sogltal gam%nk
0 protection benefits | on
Thi takes ts support ~ Je .
pereateintegrated | and Development
for Covid-19to 52bn kel i (BRD)
fragmented schemes
It wil soon
unveil a | __Bring urban poor In $250m tobe
package for . 0 8CCL 2020 ALL R ,,:;.
MSME sector protection programme
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The World Bank would have the right to review the procurement documentseatsudit all accounts,
records and other files relating to the project. Compliance to these conditions has ke mmandatory for

the funding.

Background
World Bank has approved 60 Af t A2y | {5 AR (2 L ylRSpeciaPote®drOOSt SN
wSalLlR2yasS tNBIAINIYYSED
9 Of the 1 billion USD aid, around 550 million USD is to be creditdtedipA (Internatioal
Development Association) and 220 million USD by the IBRD (International Bank of Reconstruction
and Development)The final maturity amounof the loan is 18.5 years. It also includes a grace period

of five years.

World Bank Group
|

l I l I

International Bank International International Multilateral International Centre
for Reconstruction Development Finance Investment for Settlement of
and Development Association Corporation Guarantee Agency Investment Disputes
:_WORLD BAN.K: :f TDA—‘ » :{f ;i i lFC | ;f _: M.LGA. ° @
InstaLinks Mains Link:Discuss how funds from international
Prelims Link: institutions are helping India tackle COVID 19
1. Institutions under World Bank group. pandemic.
2. Difference between IDA and IBRD.
3. Types of loans byDA. Linkhttps://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
4. Headquarters of these institutions. du.com/news/national/naeprefererce-for-makein-
5. What is universal eligibility condition? india-in-world-bankprojectto-curb-

covid/article32655167.ece/amp/

6. Association of World Election Bodies/W/&B):

Context
Election Commission of Indiaas completed one year of Chairmansbfghe Association of World Election

Bodies (AWEB).

About The Association of World Election Bodies\\VEB):
It isthe largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.
Establishedbn October 14, 2013 in Sowlp, South Korea.
Permanentsecretariatis located at Seoul.
Aimsto fosterefficiency and effectiveness in conducting free, fair, transparent and participative
elections worldwide.

Composition
115 EMBs as Members & 16 Regional Associations/Organisations as Associate Members.

Souces: PIB.

What is Arab League?
It is a regionhorganization of Arab countries in and around North Africa, the Horn of Africa and Arabia.
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Formed in Cairo on 22 March 1946th six members: Kingdom of Egypt, Kingdom of Irag, Jordan, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, and Syri@urrently, the League has 22 membedsdzii { @ NA | Q& LI NI A OA LJ @i A 2
since November 2011, as a consequence of government repression during itre Gyil War.
Maingoalistod RN} ¢ Of 234 SNJ G KS NBf I (A 2-grdinaté Sliadotdy Y SY|o S
between them, to safegard their independence and sovereignty, and to consider in a general way the
FFFFANBR YR AYyGSNBada 2F GKS I NI} o O2dzyiNARSA [ o
Why in News?
In a response tthe United Arab Emirateand
Bahrainnormalising their ties with Israel, the
Palestinian Authorityas formally stepped down from
a key role irthe Arab League.
What's the issue?
The United Arab Emirates and the KingdonBahrain
signed deals in Washington on September 15, whict
RSaLIAGS o0SAy3a KIFEAESR I a 1A RRE
9Fadé¢ oe imkiSratiordewlcitidisR from the Palestinianseen as a serious blow to their efforts
to end illegal Israeli occupati and achieve an independent state.
Instalinks Mains Link:
Prelims Link: Whatdoes USIE O2 Iy A A2y 2F WS Nz
1. Arab leagueformation. capital means to various stakeholders? Discuss.
2. Composition.
3. Functions. Link:
4. Israe} Palestindgssue. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
5. Two- Nation theory. ?20rgld=GTA7PLUSC.1&upaiew=0
7. G4 seeks timbéound reform of Security Council:
Who are G4 Nations?
The G4 nations comprisifgyazil, Germany, India, and Japare four countries whickupport each other's
bids for permanentseats on the United Nations Security Council.
Basis for these demands:
Each of these four countries have figured among the electedpsmmanent members of the council
since the UN's estaishment.
Their economic and political influence has grown sigaifily in the last decades, reaching a scope
comparable tahe permanent members (P5).
Support
The United Kingdom and France have backed the G4's bid for permanent seats on the Unites Natio
Security Council.
Japan has received support from the Unitedt&s and the United Kingdom.
All the permanent members of P5 have supported India's bids for permanent seat on the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) but China had previously impliatighanly ready to support India's
bid for a permanent seat odnited Nations Security Council if India did not associate its bid with Japap.
Brazil has received backing from three of the current permanent members, namely France, Russia, and
the UnitedKingdom.
Opposition
There has been discontent among the prespatmanent members regarding the inclusion of
controversial nations or countries not supported by them.
For instance, Japan's bid is heavily opposed by China, Russia and South Korea vitat théyplan still
needs to make additional atonement for war césmcommitted during World War 1.
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Under the leadership of Italy, countries that strongly oppose the G4 countries' bids have ftirened
Uniting for Consensus movement, or the Coffee Clobmposed mainly of regional powers that
oppose the rise of some nearlzountry to permanent member status.

Why in News now?

The foreign ministers of the G4 countries held The Most Frequently Elected
virtual meeting coinciding witthe 75th

session of the UN General Assemlolyring UN Securlty Council Members
which they held extensive discussion on the Non-permanent UN Security Council members
need for urgent reformof the UNSC. with the most terms since 1946"

They expressed their concern over lac japan ‘o [

of any "meaningful” forward srazil © R 0

movement on longpending reform of

Council and demanded "urgency” on ~ Argentina = I, ©

the issue. india & |
pakistan ( [ 1
. The 10 non-permanent
What are theirdemands? . . Colombia @ _ 7 TS fe clEeR

1. Permanent seats should be given in th ol for two-year terms

council for these countries. taly () I 7 | oy the General Assembly
2. Thae is a clear need for an enhanced Canada (+) [ 6

role of developlng countries and of * Including members already elected to serve their two-year terms in 2021.

major contributors to the United Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands and Poland have also been elected 6 times.

. . Source: United MNations

Nations to make the Council more

legitimate, effective and @®0G statista ”a

representatie.

3. Africa needs to be represented in both the permanent and-permanent categdes to correct the
historical injustice against this continent with regard to its uncegresentation.
4. Need for textbased negotiations within a fixed time frame for the UN&Grm.

Present structure of the UNSC:
At present, the UNSC compridage permanent members and 10 nepermanent member countriesvhich
are elected for a twoyear term by the General Assembly of the UN.

The five permanent members are Russia, theCi{pa, France and the United States.

These countries can veto any substantive resoh.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link: Mains Link:
1. Name the permanent members of UNSC? Discuss why India should be givepeamanent
2. How are non permanent members eledte seat at the UNSC.
3. Voting powers at UNSC.
4. How are non permanent seats distributed? Link:
5. UNGA vs UNSC. https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
6. What is G4 group? ?0rgld=GPH7POMCA4.1&imageview=0

8. South Asian Association for Regional CoojmerdSAARC):

Context
Foreign Ministers' meeting @AARC Nationwas held recently.

India's call:

5dzZNAy 3 GKS YSSiGX LYRAIF OFftfSR 2y Iff {11l w/ YSYo®$

including the forces that nurture, supporhd encourage an enviranent of terror and conflict, which impede
GKS 202S0GA@GS 2F {1 !w/ G2 NBIFtAaS AGa FdAt LRGSy

Now, let us understand about SAARC:
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What is SAARC? When was it estabédR? ¥ SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) v o) REGIONAL COOPERATION (SAARC)

established with the signing of tf®AARC Charter in Dhaka on  gem

December 1985. -Am & - -l.
Afghanistanbecame the newest member of SAARC at -
the 13th annual summit in 2005. e * &g
TheHeadquarters and Secretatiaf the Association are AESUNIUSIAR
at Kathmandu, Nepal.

PAKISTAN ~SAARC Headquarters
% BHUTAN
Kathm! 4

Importance of SAARC: :

SAARC comprises: 2F G(GKS g2NI RQ& %
p2NI RQa LRLMA FGA2y YR o
global economy. o
Li Aa (nfoS dedselNdopriftéd regioand one

of the mostfertile areas.

SAARC countries hasemmon tradition, dress, food :

and culture and political aspects thereby synergizing ‘“‘“"““

their actions. MALDIVES
All the SAARC countries have common problems and
issuedike poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition, natural ~ ' B
disasters, interal anflicts, industrial and technological 21% 3% 3.8%
backwardness, low GDP and poor seetonomic
condition.

INDIA

Of the World Population Of the World's Area 0Of the Global Economy

5 broad spheres which SAARC countries agreed to cooperate on:

Why SAARC is relevant for India now? P ~.
India has to rehink about SAARC, which has been in the L d ﬁ

Development of Trarsport Meteorolegy, ~ Rural an

doldrums since 2014. This is especially necessary to counter s N

Chira's growing aggression and economic dominance in the R —

region.

India started investing in other regional instruments, sucCBBMSTECas an alternative to SAARC.
However, BIMSTEC cannot replace SAARC for reasons such as lack of a common idbistityyand
among all BIMSTEC members.
a2NB20SNE . La{¢9/ Qa F20dza Aa 2y GKS .l@& 27
engage all South Asian nations.

InstaLinks 5. Bel and Road initiative.
Prelims Lik:
1. SAARC vs BIMSTEC. Mains Link:
2. BBIN Discuss how SAARC revival helps India deal with
3. Motor Vehicle Agreement. China.
4. What is CPEC?

9. Conference on Interaction drConfidenceBuilding Measures in Asia
(CICA):

Context
Special Ministerial conference of CICA was held recdntliaalso participagd in the event.

What is CICA?
It is aninter-governmental forumfor enhancing cooperation towards promoting peace, ségwand stability in
Asia
The key idea of the Conference is basedhanpriority of the indivisibility of security, joint initiative
and mutually beneficial interaction of small and large states.
Secretariat: NurSultan, Kazakhstan.
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Meeting andsummits:
TheCICA Summit convened every four years in order to conduct consultations, review the progress
of, and set priorities for CICAtavities.
Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affains required to be held every two years.

Genesis:
The ideaof convening the CICA whsst proposed by Kazakhstaim October 1992, athe 47th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly.
However, hefirst meeting of the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs was held on 14 September 1999
with participation of 15 Mmber States.
Thefirst CICA summit was held on 4 June 208ith participation of 16 Member States aAdmaty
Act, the charter of the CICA, wadopted.

Membership

27 member states; 8 observer states; 5 observer organizations.

For becoming a member of ©A, a state must have at least a part of its territory in Asia.
All decisions within CICA framework are taken by consensus.

Instalinks 6. Who can be a member?
1. CICA
2. When was it formed? Link:
3. Why was it formed? https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
4. Objecties. ?20rgld=G227PS0Q1Q.1&ireaew=0
5. Functions.

10. Retrospective taxation: the Vodafone case, and the Hague court rulir

Context
In a unanimous decisiothe Permanent Court of Arbitratiorat The Hague has ruled that:
1. L y Retrospéactive demand of Rs 22,100 crore as capital gains and wittiing taximposed on
+2RIFF2yS F2NJ I wannt RSIE 61L& Ay ONBIFOK 2F i
2. India should not to pursue the tax demand any more against Vodafone Group.

What is the case?

1. In May 2007, Vodafone bought a 67% stake in HatehWhampoa for $11 billion.

2. In September that year, Indian government raised a demand of Rs 7,990 coaygitéd gains and
withholding tax from Vodafone, saying the company should have deducted the tax at source before
making a payment to Hutchison.

3. Vodafone challenged the demand notice in the Bombay High Court, whietl in favour of the
Income Tax Department.

4. Then, Vodafone challenged the judgment in the Supreme Court, which in 2012 ruledatiatone
DNER dzLJQa Ay (G SNLINB G (A 29¢1 wasFcorigdéril that yf dienyt Savettd gay anyO i
taxes for the stake purchase.

5. But, the same year, the thdfinance Minister, the late Pranab Mukherjegcumvented the Supreme
/ 2 dzNJi Q & profhsing afi Ameddinent tthe Finance Actthereby givimg the Income Tax
Department the power to retrospectively tax such deals.

The case had by then become infamosgisk S WNB i NR A LISOGA GBS GFEFGA2Y Ol

What happened after India passed the retrospective taxation law?
The Act was passed by Parliament in 2848 the onus to pay the taxes fell back on Vodafone.
Later, Vodafone Group invokétiause 9 of the Bilateral Imstment Treaty (BIT3igned between India
and the Netherlands in 1995.
I NIHAOES o 2F GKS . L¢ alea (KL intrattiggdpartR and thadath®d o6 S G 6 9
contracting party in connection with an investment in the territory of the otr@n€G NI OG A y 3 LI NI
as possible be settled amicably through negotiations.
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What is the Bilateral Investment Treaty?

The BITwassigRe T2NJ LINPY2 (G A2y

jurisdiction.

¢KS (62 O2dzy iNASa ¢2dA RZ dzyRSNJ (KS L¢es Sya
g2df R 6S abd Ftf 0AYSétrearBentlard SHAINRIGY Rill pFotedtidl ahdy R
aSOdzZNRAGe Ay GKS GSNNAG2NE 2F (GKS 20KSNE®

What did the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague say?
It ruled in favour of Vodafone. Because, the taxatic Longand taxing

was in violation ofhe BIT and the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL).

The tribunal also said that now sinitdhad been

established that India had breached the terms of tF

agreement, it must novstop efforts to recover the
said taxes from Vodafone.

It also directedndia to pay £4.3 million ($5.47
million) to the company as compensatidior its
legal costs.

What is retrospective taxation?

As the name suggests, retrospective taxation allows a
country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items or services and deatbangd companies from a
time behind the date on which the law is passed.
Countries use tis route to correct any anomalies in their taxation policies that have, in the past,
allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes.

While governments often use

NEGNRALISOGADS

May 2007: Vodafone buys
Hutchison Whampoa's
controlling stake in Hutchison
Essar for $10.9 billion

Sept 2007: The I-T Department

serves a notice to Vodafone
International Holdings BV
citing alleged failure to
deduct withholding tax
from Hutchison
Telecommunications
International Ltd. The UK
firm later moves Bombay
High Court

Sept 2010: The Bombay High
Court rules in favour of the I-T
Department, stating it has
jurisdiction over the deal.

Vodafone challenges the ruling in

the Supreme Court

' YS

Jan 2012: The Supreme Court
rules in favour of Vodafone,
saying the transaction is not
taxable in India and hence the
company is not responsible for
deduction of withholding tax

April 2012: George
Osborne, UK's
Chancellor of the
Exchequer, raises the
" issue with then
Finance Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee
April 2014: Vodafone Group
moves the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague
Sept 25, 2020: The arbitration
tribunal rules in favour of
Vodafone in ¥20,000-crore
tax case

YRYSy(d (2

ends up hurtilg companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the tax rules differently.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1.
2.
3.

11.

PCAcomposition, functions and members.
Are PCA ruligs binding on parties.

Jause 9 of the Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT) signed between India and the
Netherlands in 1995.

Mains Link:
Discuss the functions and significance of PCA.

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle

5. Overview of UNCITRAL.

What is retrospective taxation?

?0rgld=G1H70Q016D.1&imageview=0

G7 backs extermn of debt freeze:

Context

G7 finance ministers has backed an extensioa®20 bilateral debt relief initiativeF 2 NJ (i K S

g 2 NI

countries, but said it must be revised to address shortcomings hindering implementation.

About the G20 bilateral dét relief initiative:
G20 nations, in April this year, agreed to freeze bit@tgovernment loan repayments for lemwcome
countries until the end of the year as part of a plan to tackle the health and economic crises triggered by the
coronavirus pandemiand prevent an emerging markets debt crunch.

The group also called on prigat ONB RA i 2 NA
RS@QfZLJYsyu
adzallSyarzy 2F RSO

1SR Ydz GAE I GSNI
options for trS

What is G?
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¢CKS DT 2NAIAAYyIEf& Dy ¢l a aSai dzZd Ay moptp Fa +y
leading industrial nations.
1 The summit gathers leaders from the Epean Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada,
France, Germany, Italyapan, the United Kingdom and the United States.

How did G7 become G8? G 20
1 Russia was formally inducted

as a member in the group in ; £ N
1998, which led G7 to GS @ ‘\//‘

become G8.

Turkey European Union Argentina

Brazil South Korea Mexico

1 However, RussiaRresident G7 oy i
+f F RAYANI t dzii A ~ O ‘@) ()
condemnable act of moving v R
Russian troops into eteyn e o, e Chiris Inioriésia SaUdi AL
Ukraine and conquering ' .
Crimea in 2014 drew heavy % U ‘f) ‘ c
criticism from the other G8
nations. e Y : = s

f The other nations of the : U . @ y Qﬁ
group decided to suspend U v b
Russia from the G8 as a

consequence ois actions
and the group became G7 again in 2014.

Ttaly Japan Australia India South Africa

InstalLinks Mains Link:Discuss the relevance of G@untries
Prelims Lik: today. What are the reforms necessary to make the
1. G7vs G8vs G20. grouping more effective?
2. Geographical location of member
countries. Linkhttps://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA

rticle?0rgld=G1H7PVATO.1& imagawQ

12.  Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH):

Context

LYRAFY 1 SIFfGK aAyAaidSNI NBOSy it & TLUaNTIOR GAKLNRIdERK A+yA

Theevent was cehosted bythe White Ribbon Alliance (WRA) and Every Woman Every Child (EWEC).
Theme this year was the effort to protect hard earned gains in the field of Reproductive, Maternal an
Child Health from the COI pandemic.

About the Partnership ér Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (The Partnership, PMNCH):

Launched in 2005, PMNCH is an alliance of more than 1000 organizations in 77 countries from the sexual,

reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adoleschagtlth communities, as well as hdaihfluencing

sectors.
The vision and goals of the new Partnership were outlinéd're Delhi Declarationt, a landmark
statement developed by participants of "Lives in the Balance: The Partnership Meeting for Maternal
Newborn and Child Health", held Wew Delhi, India,-B April 2005.

Governance
The Partnership is governed by a Board, and administeredSegetariat hosted at the World Health
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.

Roles and functions:

The Partnerip provides a platform for organizations to align objectives, strategies and resources, ar
agree on interventions to improve maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health.
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GENERAL STUDZBS

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mob ilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

1. What are Open Market Operations?

Context
RBI has announced the following measures to cool the rising bond yields and assuage liquidity pressures th
could arise due todvance tax outflows:
1. Twomore tranches of? h LIS NJ- (i Aaggyegating Rsi20,@0 crore.
2. Term repo operations aggregating Rs 1 lakh crore in September.
3. Created more room under the smlled? K St R 2 Y I { dzZNRKAD KO |. ¢ ayd] ad: («
from Sptember 1, 2020 to partheir fresh GSec acquisitions.

2 KIFG A& WhLISNIGA2Yy ¢gAaidQkK

WhLISNI Ay LQAA &R YA & I Yy Sé@rdzaecudtiéstaidbyyiBg oldng tari 8ebliities
through open market operations (OMOYnder this mechanism, thehort-term securities a& transitioned
into longterm securities.

I 26 R2Sa&a w.L YFyF3S WhLISNIGAZ2Y ¢gAailQkK

9 This operation involves buying and selling government securities simultaneously in order to bring do
longterm interest rates and bolster shetérm rates.

1 There isan invese relationship between the bond prices and their yieldss the central bank buys
longterm securities (bonds), their demand rise which in turn pushes up their prices.

1 However, the bond yield comes down with an increase in pri¢esdd is the return aimvestor gets on
his (bond) holding/investment.

1 The interest rate in an economy is determined by yield. Tlouger longterm interest rates mean
people can avail longerm loans(such as buying houses, cars or financing projett®wer rates.

i This alsaesults in a dip in the expected returns from lortgrm savings which tilts the balance from
saving towards spendingdence, cheaper retail loans can help encourage consumption spending
which is the largest GDP component in themamy.

Benefits:
9 Fixed hcome investorswvith higher exposure to long term debt wilenefit from easing yield of long
term bonds.

f Consumers/borrowerss A £ £ | £ &2 LINR FA { theKRaivioanswilldGolbeil cheaper. ¢ 4
1 Cheaper retailoans mean a boost in consumpticemd spending in the economyhich in turn will
revive growth.

What are Open Market Operations?
OMOs are the market operations conducted by the RBI by way of sale and purchaSe«d ® and from the
market with an objetive to adjust the rupee liquidit conditions in the market on a durable basis.
1 When the RBI feels that there is excess liquidity in the market, it resorts to sale of securities thereby
sucking out the rupee liquidity.
1 Similarly, when the liquidity condiths are tight, the RBI may buycseities from the market, thereby
releasing liquidity into the market.

Instalinks 4. Which securities are sold at discounted
Prelims Link: price?
1. Types of Government securities? 5. Difference betveen monetary vs fiscal
2. What are TBills? policies.
3. Which gwernment securities carry 6. What is Operation Twist?
interest?

Mains Link:Discuss the significance of Operation Twist being conducted by RBI.

www.insightsonindia.com 98 InsightslAS

at

S 3

wn



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

2. StartUp Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP):
Why in News?
SVEP has made an impressive progress and hasdextémisiness support services and capital infusion to 153
blocks of 23 states as of August 2020.
1 Around, 2,000 trained cadre @ommunity Resource Persdenterprise Promotion (CREP)are
providing servics to rural entrepreneurs and as on August 2020uad 100,000 enterprises are
supported by them.

What is StartUp Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP)?
Implemented byDeendayal Antyodaya YojaneNational Rural Livelihoods Mission (DANYRLM) Ministry of
Rural Developmengs a subscheme since 2016
Focus of the schemd?roviding selfemployment opportunities with financial assistance and training in
business management and soft skills while creating local community cadres for promotion of enserprise
1 Entrepreneurship Development Institute of IndiEDII), Ahmedabai the technical support partner
of SVEP.
1 SVERromotes both individual and group enterprisesgtup and promote enterprises majorly on
manufacturing, trading and service sectors.

Who ae community resource personsenterprise promoton?
The programme seeks to develop pool of community resource perxsenterprise promotion (CREP) who
are local and support entrepreneurs setting rural enterprises.

1 The CRIEPs are certified and primles business support services to the entreprerseur

Instalinks 7. Deendayal Antyodaya Yojagiational
Prelims Link: Rural Livelihoods Mission (DANRLM)
1. About SVEP. targets.
2. lItis a sub scheme under?
3. Implementing Ministry? MainsLink:
4. Focus of the Programme. Discuss the key features and significance of
5. Does it cover groupnterprises? Deendayal Antyodaya Yojaghlational Rural
6. Who are CREPs? Livelihoods Mission (DAYRLM).
3. EASE 2.0 Banking Reforms Index:
Context

Recentlythe EASE (Enhanced Access and Service Excellend®@rikihg Reforms Indea@n performance of
Public Sector Banks (PSB) from March 22030 was released and best performing banks on EASE were
felicitated.

What is EASE Reforms Agenda?
1 It was launched in January 2018 jointly by the government and PSBs.
f It was commissioned throughy RA Yy . Iy1aQ ! 83a20Al GA2Y Grou.R I dzi K:
1 EASE Agenda is aimed at institutionalizing CLEAN and SMART banking.
1 The Index measures performance of each PSB on 120+ objective metrics.

What is EASE 2.0?
EASE 2.0 builds on the foundatiof EASE 1.0 and introduces new reform Action Points ssiwshemes to
make reforms journey irreversible, strengthen processes and systems, and drive outcomes.

The six themes of EASE are:
1. Responsible Banking.
2. Customer Responsiveness.
3. Credit Offtake.
4. PSBs as UdyamiMit(8IDBI portal for credit management of MSMES).
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5. Financial Inclusion & Digitalisation.
6. Governance and HR.

Performance of PSB on EASE 2.0 Index:
1. The Public Sector Banks (PSBs) have shown a healthy trajectory as¢hailrscore incresed by 37%
betweenMarch-2019 and Marck020.
2. The PSBs have adopted teshabled, smart banking in all areas, setting up retail and MSME Loan
Management Systems for reduced loan ttaround time and PSBloansin59minutes.com and TReDS fg

digital lending.
3. The Bank of Barodat&e Bank of India, and erstwhile Oriental Bank of Commerce were felicitated for
being the top threeini KS W¢ 2L t SNF2NXYAYy3 . Iyl1aQ OFGS32Ne
4. The Bank of Maharashtra, Central Bank of India & erstwhile Corporation Bank were awattted in
We2L) LYLIB@PESNRQ OI i
InstaLinks 4. ¢21L) GKNBS Ay GKS Ww¢?2
Prelims Link: category.
1. Ease Reforms Agenda has been 5. .Fyla Ay W¢2L) LYLINROD

commissioned by?
2. Differences between EASE 1.0 vs 2.0 vs 3.0. MainsLink:
3. Themes of EASE 2.0. What is EASE 2.0 Banking Reforms Index? How are
PSBs ranked?

4. RBI issues draft on rupee IR derivatives:
Context
RBI has released the draft versiorRafpee Interest Rate Derivatives (Reserve Bank) Directions, 2020.
1 They are aimed at encouraging hé nonresident participation, enhance the role of domestic market
makers in the offshore market, improve transparerayd achieve better regulatory oversight.

Key directions:

91 It seeks taallow foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) to undertake exchangeaded rupee interest rate
derivatives transactionsubject to an overall ceiling of Rs 5,000 crore.

1 Net short positionof an FPI on exchangeaded IRDs should not exceed its long position in
government securities and other rupee debt securities.

1 The purpee of offering Rupee IRD contracts to a user, the marketker (entities which provide bid
and offer prices to users wrder to provide liquidity to the market) should classify the user either as a
retail user or as a noretail user.

1 Nonretail users,asper the draft, are entities regulated by RBI, SEBI, IRDAI or PFRDA,; resident
companies with a minimum net worth of R8Gbcrore; and nofiesidents, other than individuals.

What are IRDs?
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