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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

 Rare Renati Chola era inscription unearthed: 
Context: 
This rare inscription was recently unearthed from a remote village of Kadapa district in Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Key points: 

¶ It was found engraved on a dolomite slab and shale. 

¶ The inscription was written in archaic Telugu. 

¶ It was assigned to the 8th Century A.D., when the region was under the rule 
of the Chola Maharaja of Renadu. 

 
What this inscription reveals? 
It throws light on the record of a gift of six marttus (a measuring unit) of land 
gifted to a person. 
The last lines of the inscription are indicative of the priority given to morality in 
those days. 

¶ άLǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ 
conducting Aswamedha Yaga, and those destroying it will incur sin equivalent to causing a death in 
±ŀǊŀƴŀǎƛέΦ 

 
Who were Renati Cholas? 

¶ The Telugu Cholas of Renadu (also called as Renati Cholas) ruled over Renadu region, the present day 
Cuddapah district. 

¶ They were originally independent, later forced to the suzerainty of the Eastern Chalukyas. 

¶ They had the unique honour of using the Telugu language in their inscriptions belonging to the 7th and 
8th centuries. 

¶ The earliest of this family was Nandivarman (500 AD) who claimed descent from the family of Karikala and 
the Kasyapa gotra. 

¶ Their territory extended over the whole of Cuddapah district and the adjoining areas of Anantapur, 
Kurnool and Chittoor districts. 

 
Relevant points for exams: 
Chola Local Administration: 

¶ The most important feature of the Chola administration was the local administration at districts, towns 
and villages level. 

¶ Uttaramerur inscriptions speak much about the Chola administration. 

¶ Village autonomy was the most unique feature of Chola administrative system. 

¶ Nadu was one of the important administrative units of the Cholas. Nadus had representative assemblies. 
The heads of the Nadus were called Nattars. 

¶ The council of Nadu was called Nattavai. 
 
Variyams: 
Village Assemblies carried on village administration effectively with the help of variyams. 
The male members of the society were the members of these variyams. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Renati Cholas ruled over? 
2. Important rulers. 
3. About Chalukyas. 

4. Uttaramerur inscriptions are related to? 
5. Local administration under Renati Cholas. 

 
Mains Link: 
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Who were Renati Cholas? Write a note on local 
administration during their rule. 
 

 Hampi: 
Context: 
Ministry of Tourism recently organised their latest webinar titled Hampi- Inspired by the past; Going into the 
future under Dekho Apna DeshWebinar series. 

¶ 5ŜƪƘƻ !Ǉƴŀ 5ŜǎƘ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat programme. 

 
About Hampi: 
It was the last capital of the last great Hindu Kingdom of 
Vijayanagar. In 1336 CE, the Vijayanagara Empire arose from the 
ruins of the Kampili kingdom. It grew into one of the famed Hindu 
empires of South India that ruled for over 200 years. 
It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century BC.  

¶ It is a UNESCO World Heritage site now. 

¶ Its name is derived from Pampa which is the old name of the 
Tungabhadra River on whose banks the city is built. 

¶ The site used to be multi-religious and multi-ethnic; it 
included Hindu and Jain monuments next to each other. 

 
Architecture: 
It has been described by UNESCO as ŀƴ άŀǳǎǘŜǊŜΣ ƎǊŀƴŘƛƻǎŜ ǎƛǘŜέ of more than 1,600 surviving remains of the 
last great Hindu kingdom in South India. 

¶ The buildings here predominantly followed South Indian Hindu arts and architecture dating to the Aihole-
Pattadakal styles, but the Hampi builders also used elements of Indo-Islamic architecture in the Lotus 
Mahal, the public bath and the elephant stables. 

¶ The 15th Century Virupaksha temple is one of the oldest monuments of the town. 

¶ Hemkunta Hill, south of the Virupaksha temple contains early ruins, Jain temples and a monolithic 
sculpture of Lord Narasimha, a form of Lord Vishnu. 

¶ Vittal temple built in the 16th Century, is now a World Heritage monument. The columns of the temple 
are so balanced that they have a musical quality. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Various dynasties which rules hampi. 
2. About Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

programme. 
3. Tungabhadra river basin. 

4. Temple architecture during the 
Vijayanagara Empire. 

5. Important UNESCORTED world heritage 
sites in India. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on architectural significance of Hampi. 

 

 5ŜƪƘƻ!Ǉƴŀ5ŜǎƘ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ άtǳƴƧŀō- ! ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέΥ 
What? 
DekhoApnaDesh ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat programme. 
 
About Punjab: 
Punjab is called as ΨǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ CƛǾŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎϥ referring to the rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej, and Beas. 

¶ Much of the Frontier was occupied by Maharaja Ranjit Singh also known as Sher-e-Punjab in the early 19th 
century, and then taken over by the East India Company when it annexed the Punjab in 1849. 
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Important festivals of Punjab: 
Teej, Lohri, Basant Panchami, Baisakhi and Hola Mahalla. 
 
Golden Temple: 

¶ It is a major pilgrimage destination for devotees from around the world. 

¶ Construction of the AmritSarovar (pool of nectar) was initiated by Guru 
Amar Das, the third Guru, in 1570 and was completed by Guru Ram Das, 
the fourth Guru. 

¶ Lƴ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƪƘƛǎƳΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘŜƴŜǘ ƻŦ universal brotherhood and all-inclusive 
ethos, the Golden Temple can be accessed from all directions. 

 
Prominent places mentioned: 
City of Fatehgarh Sahib: ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άCŀǘŜƘƎŀǊƘέΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅέΣ and 
is so called because in 1710, Sikhs under the leadership of Baba Banda Singh 
Bahadur conquered the area and destroyed the mughal fort. Banda Singh Bahadur announced the 
establishment of Sikh rule in the city and an end to the tyranny of the Mughal rule which had spread terror and 
injustice. 
Virasat-e- Khalsa Museum: It is an architectural marvel commemorating the 550-years of culture and tradition 
of Punjab and Sikhism and the Partition Museum-world's first museum on the largest human migration. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Why is Punjab called 'the Land of Five 
Waters'? 

2. Who is known as 'Sher-e-Punjab'? 
3. When was Punjab annexed by the East 

India Company? 
4. Significance of Lohri. 

5. Who constructed Amritsarovar? 
6. Who was Mian Mir? 
7. Which city in India is popularly known as 

the "Town of Victory"? 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the cultural significance of Golden Temple. 

 

 Who was Subramaniya Bharathiyar? 
 C. Subramaniya Bharathi was born on 11th December 1882, in Ettayapuram 

village of Tirunelveli District in Tamil Nadu. 
 He was a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu. 
 He was known as Mahakavi Bharathiyar. 
 His songs on nationalism and freedom of India helped to rally the masses to 

support the Indian Independence Movement in Tamil Nadu. 
 Literary works: άYŀƴƴŀƴ tŀǘǘǳέ άbƛƭŀǾǳƳ ±ŀƴƳƛƴǳƳ YŀǘǊǳƳέ άtŀƴŎƘŀƭƛ 
{ŀōŀǘŀƳέ άYǳȅƛƭ tŀǘǘǳέΦ 

 He published the sensational ά{ǳŘŜǎŀ DŜŜǘƘŀƴƎŀƭέ ƛƴ мфлуΦ 
 Sometime in mid-1908, Bharati began to serialise Gnanaratham in his political 

weekly, India. 
 In 1949, he became the first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government. 

 
Bharthi as a social reformer: 
He was against caste system. He declared that there were only two castes-men and women and nothing more 
than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread. 
He condemned certain Shastras that denigrated women. He believed in the equality of humankind and 
criticised many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching the Gita and the Vedas. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Where was Bharathiyar Born? 
2. Important literary works. 
3. His contributions to social reforms. 

 
Mains Link: Who was Subramaniya Bharathiyar? 
Discuss his views on caste system. 
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Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/bharatiyar-the-charioteer-of-
wisdom/article32603320.ece/amp/. 
 

 In News- Dhrupad: 
Dhrupad is the most ancient style of Hindustani classical music that has survived until today in its original 
form. 

 The nature of Dhrupad music is spiritual. It does not seek to entertain, but to induce feelings of peace and 
spirituality in the listener. 

 It is primarily a form of worship, in which offerings are made to the divine through sound or Nada. 
 Dhrupad was initially sung only in the temples, the singer facing the Lord. From this early chanting, 

Dhrupad evolved into a sophisticated classical form of music. 
 
Characteristics: 

 It lays emphasis on maintaining purity of the Raga. 
 The language of Dhrupad changed from Sanskrit to Brij Bhasha sometime between the 12th and the 16th 

century. 
 
Genesis: 
It is a form of devotional music that traces its origin to the ancient text of SamVeda. The SAM VEDA was 
chanted with the help of melody and rhythm called Samgana. Gradually this developed into other vocal style 
called Ψ/ƘƘŀƴŘŀΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊŀōŀƴŘƘŀΩ with introduction of verse and meter. The fusion of these two elements led 
to the emergence of Dhrupad. 
 
Dhrupad during mediaeval times: 
In medieval India, Dhrupad had mainly thrived under the patronage of Mughal and Rajput kings. Later it 
declined with the shift of interest in Khayal. 
 
Performance: 
Performance of Dhrupad is done in two parts viz. the Alap and Bandish. In the Alap, the singer uses syllables 
from Sanskrit Mantra which add texture to the notes. The Raga is slowly and methodically developed in a 
meditative mode. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Classification of Indian Classical music. 
2. What is Dhrupad? 
3. Its evolution. 
4. Key features. 
5. Differences between Dhrupad and Khayal. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on Indian Classical Music and its 
evolution. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GJP7P7RCT.1&imageview=0.

 

 Kakatiya Dynasty: 
Why in News? 
Kakatii Devi temple built by Kakatiya ruler Ganapati Deva in Dharanikota (Andhra Pradesh) converted into an 
ŀōƻŘŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ DƻŘŘŜǎǎ Ψ.ŀƭǳǎǳƭŀƳƳŀΩΦ 
 
Key points: 

 The presiding deity at this 13th century temple was Kakati Devi, the tutelary deity of Kakatiya rulers. 
 Ganapati Deva is the first king who introduced the worship of Kakati Devi into the coastal region of 

Andhra and outside the dominions of his kingdom. 
 Architectural significance of the temple: The ceiling bears decorations of lotus medallions and no sikhara 

on its top. These architectural features are totally akin to their counterparts found in shrines at 
Hanamkonda and Warangal fort etc. 
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About kakatiya dynasty-Key facts: 
The 12th and the 13th centuries saw the emergence of the 
Kakatiyas. 
They were at first the feudatories of the Western Chalukyas 
of Kalyana, ruling over a small territory near Warangal. 

 The dynasty saw powerful leaders like Ganapathi Deva 
and Rudramadevi. 

 Prataparudra I, also known as Kakatiya Rudradeva, was 
the son of the Kakatiya leader Prola II. It was under his rule 
that the Kakatiyas declared sovereignty. He ruled the 
kingdom till 1195 A.D. 

 It was under the rule of Prataparudra I that usage of 
Telugu language in inscriptions began. 

 Before the establishment of Orugallu/Warangal as the 
capital, Hanamakonda was the first capital of the 
Kakatiyas. 

 The great Italian traveller Marco Polo visited the Kakatiya 
YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ wǳŘǊŀƳŀŘŜǾƛΩǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ruler of the Kakatiya Dynasty and made note of her 
administrative style; admiring her extensively. 

 
Art and architecture: 

 The iconic Kakatiya Thoranam ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ wǳŘǊŀƳŀŘŜǾƛΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǊƴŀǘŜ ŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ 
said to have many similarities with the gateways at the Sanchi Stupa and is also the emblem of Telangana. 

 The scenic Pakhal lake in Warangal was built by Ganapathi Deva. 
 The 1000 pillar temple in Warangal was built during the Kakatiya Rule and is another example to the 

exquisite Kakatiya Architecture. 
 The Koh-i-Noor Diamond, which is now among the jewels set in the British Crown, was mined and first 

owned by the Kakatiya Dynasty. 
 
Society: 
Under the Kakatiya rule, the caste system was not rigid and in fact, it was not given much significance socially. 
Anyone could take up any profession and people were not bound to an occupation by birth. 
The Kakatiya rule finally came to an end in 1323 A.D. when Warangal was conquered by the Ghiyasuddin 
Tughlaq, the then Sultan of Delhi. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who established Kakatiya kingdom? 
2. Pakhal lake was built by? 
3. Kakatiya Thoranam was constructed by? 
4. How Kakatiya rule came to an end? 
5. How was caste system during the rule of 

Kakatiyas? 

 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/telangana/an-ancient-temples-
transition-over-years-of-
neglect/article32654651.ece/amp/. 

 

Topics: Modern Indian histor y from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

 Sree Narayana Guru: 
Context: 
164th birth anniversary of Sree Narayana Guru observed on 2nd September. 
 
Who was Sree Narayana Guru? 
Narayana Guru (1856 ς 1928) was a social reformer. He has been credited with transforming the social fabric 
of kerala and changing the beliefs of keralites in ways unimaginable at that point in time. 
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He was born into an Ezhava family in an era when people from such communities, which were regarded as 
Avarna, faced much social injustice in the caste-ridden society of Kerala. 
Contributions/achievements: 
 
Social reform movements: 

¶ He led a reform movement in Kerala, rejected casteism, and promoted 
new values of spiritual freedom and social equality. 

¶ He stressed the need for the spiritual and social upliftment of the 
downtrodden by their own efforts through the establishment of temples 
and educational institutions. 

¶ In the process, he denounced the superstitions that clouded the 
fundamental Hindu cultural convention of caste. 

¶ He preached ǘƘŜ ΨƻƴŜƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ, crossing the boundaries of caste 
and creed. 

¶ In 1888, he installed an idol of siva at Aravippuram in Kerala in his effort to show that the consecration of 
ƎƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ was not a monopoly of the brahmins. This is popularly known as Aravippuram movement. 

¶ In one temple he consecrated at Kalavancode, he kept mirrors instead of idols. This symbolised his 
message that the divine was within each individual. 

¶ He also founded an Advaita Ashram in Kalady. 

¶ He also lent his support to the Vaikkom Satyagraha which was aimed at temple entry in Travancore for the 
lower castes. Mahatma Gandhi met Guru during this time. 

 
Important literary works: 
He contributed many important literary works, the most influential being Atmopadesa Satakam which he 
composed in 1897. 
 
INSTALINKS: 

PRELIMS LINK: 
1. SREE NARAYANA GURU BELONGED TO WHICH STATE? 
2. ARAVIPPURAM MOVEMENT IS ASSOCIATED WITH? 
3. WHO ESTABLISHED ADVAITA ASHRAM IN KALADY? 
4. WHO STARTED VAIKKOM SATYAGRAHA? WHAT WERE THE OBJECTIVES? 
5. IMPORTANT LEADERS WHO MET SREE NARAYANA GURU. 
6. WHO COMPOSED ATMOPADESA SATAKAM? 

 
MAINS LINK: 
DISCUSS THE ROLE OF SRI NARAYANA GURU IN SOCIAL REFORMS IN INDIA. 

 

 Dr. Radhakrishnan: 
Context: 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ is observed annually on September 5. 

¶ The day commemorates the birth anniversary of Dr. Radhakrishnan. 
 
About Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan: 
He was born on September 5, 1888 in Thiruthani, Tamil Nadu. 

¶ He was LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ 
 
His Philosophy and Literary works: 

¶ His book, Ψ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ wŀōƛƴŘǊŀƴŀǘƘ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩ attracted global attention to 
Indian philosophy. 

¶ His philosophy was grounded in Advaita Vedanta. 

¶ He defended HinŘǳƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άǳƴƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳέ and played a major role in the formation 
of contemporary Hindu identity. 
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¶ His other works include Indian Philosophy, (1923-27), The Philosophy of the Upanishads (1924), An Idealist 
View of Life (1932), Eastern Religions and Western Thought (1939), and East and West: Some Reflections 
(1955). 

 
Positions held, Awards and honours: 

¶ He was awarded the Bharat Ratna, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ƛƴ мфрпΦ 

¶ He received a knighthood in 1931 and honorary membership of the British Royal Order of Merit in 1963. 

¶ He was elected chairman of UNES/hΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ мфпуΦ 

¶ He was one of the founders of Helpage India, a renowned NGO for elderly underprivileged in India. 

¶ He had also formed the Krishnarpan Charity Trust along with Ghanshyam Das Birla and some other social 
workers in the pre-independence era. 

¶ He was the first Indian to hold a chair at the University of Oxford - the Spalding Professor of Eastern 
Religion and Ethics (1936-1952) 

¶ In 1930, he was appointed Haskell lecturer in Comparative Religion at the University of Chicago. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ Řŀȅ ƛǎ 
celebrated? 

2. Offices held by Dr. Radhakrishnan. 
3. Awards and honours received. 
4. His philosophy. 
5. Important literary works. 

6. Important Movements he was involved in. 
7. Institutions established by him and he is 

associated with? 
8. What is Advaita Vedanta? 

 
Mains Link: 
What do you understand by advaita principle? 
Discuss the ethical aspects of advita. 

 

 ϥaƻǇƭŀƘ ǊƛƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΥ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
What's the issue? 
In ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǘȅǊǎΩ, published by the Union Ministry of Culture in collaboration with the Indian 
Council of Historical Research, Variankunnath Kunhamad Haji and Ali Musliyar, the chief architects of the 
Moplah Massacre, were deemed to be martyrs. The book was published in 2019. 

¶ However, a report by the ICHR-constituted committee Ƙŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ оут ΨaƻǇƭŀƘ 
ǊƛƻǘŜǊǎΩ όLƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ !ƭƛ aǳǎƭƛȅŀǊ ŀƴŘ ±ŀǊƛŀƳƪǳƴƴŀǘƘ Ahmad Haji) from the list of martyrs. 

 
Why? 

¶ The report describes Haji as ǘƘŜ άƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ aƻǇƭŀƘ wƛƻǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ŀ άƘŀǊŘŎƻǊŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΣέ ǿƘƻ άƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
innumerable innocent Hindu men, women, and children during the 1921 Moplah Riot, and deposited their 
ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¢ƘƻƻǾƻƻǊ YƛƴŀǊέΦ 

¶ It also noted that almost all the Moplah outrages were communal. They were against Hindu society and 
done out of sheer intolerance. 

Thus, their names should be deleted. 
 
What was Mapilla rebellion? 
The Mapilla rebellion or Moplah Rebellion (Moplah Riots) of 1921 was the culmination of a series of riots by 
Moplahs (Muslims of Malabar) in the 19th and early 20th centuries against the British and the Hindu landlords 
in Malabar (Northern Kerala). 

¶ The year 2021 will mark the 100th year anniversary of the uprising. 
 
Causes and outcomes of the revolt: 

¶ The resistance which started against the British colonial rule and the feudal system later ended in 
communal violence between Hindus and Muslims. 

¶ Gandhiji along with Shaukat Ali, the leader of the Khilafat movement in India, visited Calicut in August 
1920 to spread the combined message of non-cooperation and Khilafat among the residents of Malabar. 
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¶ Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DŀƴŘƘƛƧƛΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ a Khilafat 
committee was formed in Malabar and the 
Mappilas, under their religious head 
Mahadum Tangal of Ponnani who pledged 
support to the non-cooperation movement. 

¶ Most of tenaƴǘǎΩ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
the security of tenure, high rents, renewal 
fees and other unfair exactions of the 
landlords. 

¶ The British government responded with 
much aggression, bringing in Gurkha 
regiments to suppress it and imposing martial 
law. 

 
Wagon Tragedy: 
A noteworthy event of the British suppression was the wagon tragedy when approximately 60 Mappila 
prisoners on their way to prison, were suffocated to death in a closed railway goods wagon. 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who was Haji? 
2. What was the 1921 Malabar rebellion all 

about? 
3. Who led the revolt? 
4. How he established his own independent 

state and ruled it? 
5. What is Khilafat Movement? 
6. Outcomes of Khilafat movement. 
7. Relationship between non-cooperation 

movement and Khilafat movement. 

 
Mains Link: 
Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? 
How he stood up to the British in Malabar region in 
1921? Discuss why this rebellion has been 
controversial? 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/mo
plah-rioters-not-freedom-fighters-
report/article32537886.ece. 

 

 Govind Ballabh Pant: 
Context: 
133rd Birth Anniversary observed on 10th September. 
 
About Govind Ballabh Pant: 

¶ Pant was born on 10 September 1887 in what is now Uttarakhand, at Almora. 

¶ In Kashipur, he established an organisation called Prem Sabha that started working towards several 
reforms. 

¶ He also saved a school from shutting down due to non-payment of taxes to the British government. 
 
Offices he held: 
Before independence: 
1. In December 1921, he was elected to the Legislative Assembly of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 

which he later renamed Uttar Pradesh. 
2. He was elected as a candidate of the Swaraj Party from Nainital. 
3. In the 1937 provincial elections held under the Government of India Act, 1935, Pant was appointed 

premier. He served the post till 1939, when all Congress ministers resigned after the British committed 
India to the Second World War of its own accord. 

4. In the United Provinces election held in 1946, Pant was once again appointed the premier. 
 
After independence: 

¶ First chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. 

¶ He served as LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ мфрр ǘƻ мфсмΦ It was during his tenure that states were 
reorganised on linguistic lines. 
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Key contributions: 

¶ During his tenure, he raised several important issues like 
the need to abolish the zamindari system and championed 
the cause of forest preservation. 

¶ He also worked to protect farmers from excessive rents 
levied by the British government. 

¶ He encouraged many cottage industries in the country 
and raised his voice against the coolie-beggar law, which 
forced porters to transport the heavy luggage of British 
officials without any payment. 

¶ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎΣ tŀnt also organised a 
massive salt movement in the United Provinces. In May 1930, he was arrested and held at Dehradun jail. 

¶ He also protested against the Simon Commission. 

¶ Pant was always against a separate electorate for minorities, saying the step would further divide 
communities. 

 
Awards and Honours: 
Lƴ мфртΣ tŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ .ƘŀǊŀǘ wŀǘƴŀΦ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Offices held by GB Pant before 
independence. 

2. Offices held after independence. 
3. Awards and honours. 
4. Prem Sabha organisation- objectives. 

5. Involvement in freedom struggle. 
6. His views on separate electorates. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on GB Pant and his contributions to 
the freedom movement. 

 

 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΥ 
Context; 
127th anniversary of Swami ViǾŜƪŀƴŀƴŘŀΩǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ 
 
Details: 

¶ The tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΣ held for the first time in 1893, from September 11 to September 27, 
saw eminent personalities from around the world at the same forum. 

¶ Swami Vivekananda addressed the audience first on September 11 followed by the closing speech on 
September 27. 

¶ He stressed upon world harmony, and how religions, while co-existing with one another, must preserve his 
individuality and grow according to his own law of growth. 

 
Things you need to know about the Parliament of World's Religions: 

¶ There have been several meetings referred to as a Parliament of the World's Religions, the first being the 
World's Parliament of Religions of 1893, which was an attempt to create a global dialogue of faiths. 

¶ The event was celebrated by another conference on its centenary in 1993. 

¶ So far, six international modern Parliaments have been hosted. 

¶ An organization was incorporated in 1988 to carry out the tradition of the Parliament of the World's 
Religions by marking the centennial of the first Parliament. 

¶ The Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions is headquartered in Chicago. Its board of trustees 
are elected from various faith communities. 

 
Participants in the first conference: 

1. Jain preacher Virchand Gandhi. 
2. Buddhist preacher Anagarika Dharmapala. 
3. Soyen Shaku, the "First American Ancestor" of Zen. 
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4. Swami Vivekananda represented Hinduism. 
5. Christianity was represented by G. Bonet Maury. 
6. Islam was represented by Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb. 
7. Theism or the Brahmo Samaj was represented by Pratap Chandra Majumdar. 
8. The Theosophical Society was represented by the Vice-President of the society, William Quan Judge 

and by activist Annie Besant. 
 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. !ōƻǳǘ муфо tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
Religions. 

2. Main participants. 
3. Who represented Hinduism? 
4. Headquarters of the Council for a 

Parliament of the World's Religions. 

5. International modern Parliaments held so 
far. 

 
Mains Link: 
Iƻǿ {ǿŀƳƛ ±ƛǾŜƪŀƴŀƴŘŀ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ 
ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΩ ǘƻ ²ŜǎǘΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΦ 

 

 125th birth anniversary celebrations of Sri Viswanatha Satyanarayana: 
Who was Viswanatha Satyanarayana? 

¶ He is the first writer to impart a true Teluguness to the Ramayana. 

¶ Ramayana Kalpavruksham, the seminal work of Shri Viswanatha had 
fetched him the prestigious Jnanpith Award. 

¶ Through his works, he had highlighted the importance of imparting learning 
in the mother tongue, preserving culture and protecting the nature. 

¶ ±ƛǎǿŀƴŀǘƘŀΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊary canvas was large comprising novels, critical works, 
poems, epics, plays, songs and verses, among others. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who wrote Ramayana Kalpavruksham? 

2. Viswanatha Satyanarayana belongs to 
which state? 

3. His important literary works. 
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors 
/cont ributions from different  parts  of the country.  

 Punnapara-Vayalar revolt: 
Context: 
A report to the Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) has suggested dropping the Communist martyrs 
of Punnapra-Vayalar, Karivelloor and Kavumbayi agitations from the ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǘȅǊǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Independence 
struggle. 
 
The reason: 
ICHR says, these Communist agitations cannot be counted as the part of the Independence movement as they 
took place after the interim government led by Jawaharlal Nehru assumed office. These riots were basically 
against the interim government. 
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About Punnapara-Vayalar revolt: 
It was an organized working class uprising in the Princely State of Travancore, British India 
against the Prime Minister, C. P. Ramaswami Iyer and the state. 
 
The objectives of the revolt were: 

1. To overthrow the exploitative diwan of Travancore. 
2. To liberate the working class from unjust taxation and exploitation of the 

establishment. 
 
The significances of this revolt were: 
(a) It was an unique agitation where the working class rose against government. 
(b) It saw the people of all classes up in arms against a common tyrant hence it dissolved class and religion 
distinction and induced unity among people. 
(c) It resulted in establishing democracy in the region and also gave a decisive turn to the politics of the state. 
 
Implications of the revolt: 

¶ Historianss maintain this was a proper struggle against the declaration of 'Independent Travancore' 
by the then Travancore. 

¶ T K Varghese Vaidyan, a leader of the struggle, had gone on record saying it was a rehearsal for a larger 
revolution with the ultimate objective of establishing a "Communist India". 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. The above mentioned revolt is related to? 
2. Who took part in it? 
3. What was the main demand? 
4. About ICHR. 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance and issues 
surrounding the Punnapara-Vayalar revolt. 

 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/kerala/four-communist-martyrs-
may-qualify-as-freedom-
fighters/article32562222.ece/amp/. 

 

 Bhagat Singh: 
Context: 
113th birth anniversary celebrated on 28th September, 2020. 
 
About Bhagat Singh: 
Born in September, 1907. 
Gandhi's influence: Initially, he supported Mahatma Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement. However, 
when Gandhi withdrew the movement in the wake of the Chauri Chaura incident, Bhagat Singh turned to 
revolutionary nationalism. 
 
Associations he was associated with: 

 In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a member of the Hindustan Republican Association, started by 
Sachindranath Sanyal a year earlier. 

 In 1925, Bhagat Singh returned to Lahore and within the next year he and his colleagues started a 
militant youth organisation called the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 

 In 1928, he was associated with the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) along with 
Sukhdev, Chandrashekhar Azad and others. 

 Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organized the Lahore Students Union for open, legal work among the 
students. 
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Revolutionary activities he was involved 
in: 

 Lahore Conspiracy case. 
 1929 Central Assembly Bombing 

Case. 
 
Bhagat Singh Execution: 
Bhagat Singh was arrested and charged in 
the Saunders murder case, along with 
Rajguru, Sukhdev and others. The trio 
was ordered to be hanged on 24 March 
1931 but the sentence was carried out a 
day earlier at the Lahore Jail. 

 23rd March ƛǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ΨaŀǊǘȅǊǎΩ 5ŀȅΩ ƻǊ Ψ{ƘŀƘŜŜŘ 5ƛǿŀǎΩ ƻǊ Ψ{ŀǊǾƻŘŀȅŀ 5ŀȅΩ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ .ƘŀƎŀǘ 
Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev. 

 
Political ideology: 
His azaadi freedom was not limited to the expelling of the British; instead he desired azaadi from poverty, 
azaadi from untouchability, azaadi from communal strife, and azaadi from every form of discrimination and 
exploitation. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
About: 

 HRA. 
 HSRA. 
 Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 
 Kakori Conspiracy case. 

 Lahore Conspiracy case. 
 
Mains Link: 
A revolutionary and a socialist, the contribution of 
Bhagat Singh to the Independence Movement of 
India is immense. Discuss. 

 

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.  

 NSO time-use survey: 
Context: 
The National Statistical Office (NSO), which is a wing of Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, 
has conducted the first Time Use Survey (TUS) in India during January to December 2019. 
 
About the Survey: 

 The primary objective is to measure participation of men and women in paid and unpaid activities. 
 It is an important source of information on the time spent in unpaid caregiving activities, volunteer 

work, unpaid domestic service producing activities of the household members. 
 It also provides information on time spent on learning, socializing, leisure activities, self-care activities, 

etc., by the household members. 
 
Average time spent: 

 Average Indian woman spends 243 minutes, a little over four hours, on these , which is almost ten times 
the 25 minutes the average man does. 

 An average Indian woman spends 19.5% of her time engaged in either unpaid domestic work or unpaid 
care-giving services. 

 Men spend just 2.5% of a 24-hour period on these activities. In every other group of activities ς from 
employment and learning to socializing, leisure, and self-care activities like sleeping and eating ς men 
spend a higher share of their daily time than women. 

 There seems to be an inverse relationship between age and the amount of time spent by women on 
household chores, but a direct one between age and the time spent by men on these. 

 While women above the age of 60 see a sharp fall in their domestic work burden, men tend to devote a 
greater time to domestic work when they cross 60. 
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Other Key findings: 

 Total percentage of employed population: As much as 38.2 per 
cent of persons who were of the age of six years or above 
were engaged in employment and related activities in the 
country in 2019. 

 Proportion of males and females: 57.3 per cent males were 
engaged in employment and related activities while the 
proportion was 18.4 per cent for females in the country. 

 Women in rural areas: In rural areas, the proportion of women 
engaged in employment and related activities was higher at 
19.2 per cent compared to 16.7 per cent in cities. 

 Gainful employment: Proportion of males above the age of six 
years engaged in gainful employment or related activities was 
higher in cities at 59.8 compared 56.1 per cent in rural areas. 

 Unpaid domestic services: 53.2 per cent of participants in the 
survey were engaged in unpaid domestic services for household 
members. The proportion of females in the category was higher 
at 81.2 per cent compared to 26.1 per cent for males. This 
figure for both men and women is higher in rural areas. 

 People engaged in production of goods for own final use: 17.1 per cent in the country. The proportion of 
such males was 14.3 per cent while it was 20 per cent for women in the country. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NSO. 
2. About the National Statistical Commission. 
3. Key findings of the NSO time-use survey. 

 

Mains Link: 
As per NSO survey, there seems to be an inverse 
relationship between age and the amount of time 
spent by women on household chores, but a direct 
one between age and the time spent by men on 
these. Discuss why. 

 

Topics: Women and women related issues. 

 What is ODF+ and ODF++? 
Why in News? 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has stated that: 

¶ All the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in Haryana have been certified Open Defecation Free (ODF), 21 ULBs 
ODF+ and 13 ODF++. 

¶ All cities in Punjab have been certified ODF, 33 are ODF+ and 17 are ODF++. Chandigarh is certified 
ODF++ and 3 Star (GFC). 

 
What is ODF tag? 
¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ h5C ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΣ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмсΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά! ŎƛǘȅκǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ h5C ŎƛǘȅκǿŀǊŘ ƛŦΣ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŘŜŦŜŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴΦέ 
 
What is ODF+, ODF++? 
ODF+ and ODF++ were launched in August 2018 to further scale up and sustain the work undertaken by the 
cities after achieving the ODF status under Phase I of the Swachh Bharat Mission τ Urban (SBM-Urban). 
Eligibility: Cities that had been certified ODF at least once, on the basis of the ODF protocols, are eligible to 
declare themselves as SBM-ODF+ & SBM-ODF++.   
 
What is ODF+? 
! ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ h5CҌ ƛŦΣ άŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
defecating and/or urinating in the open, and all community and public toilets are functional and well-
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΦέ 
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What is ODF++? 
¢ƘŜ h5CҌҌ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŦŀŜŎŀƭ ǎƭǳŘƎŜκǎŜǇǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ 
with no discharging and/or dumping of untreated faecal sludge/septage and sewage in drains, water bodies or 
ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. ODF+ vs ODF++- criteria. 
2. Phase 1 vs Phase 2 of SBM. 
3. SBM Urban and Rural, implementing 

ministries. 

4. Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan vs SBM. 
 
Mains Link: 
ά{ǿŀŎƘƘ .ƘŀǊŀǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎome the 
global benchmark for participatory and 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 9ƭǳŎƛŘŀǘŜΦ 

 
 
 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       20  InsightsIAS 

GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Compariso n of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries.  

 What is a review petition?  
Context: 
The Supreme Court has fined senior advocate Prashant Bhushan Re 1 in the contempt case for his tweets on 
the judiciary. 

¶ He will be imprisoned for three months and will be debarred from practicing for three years if he defaults 
on the payment of the penalty. 

 
Background: 

¶ On August 25, the court had reserved its ruling after numerous arguments as Bhushan refused to 
apologise. 

 
What next? 
He has agreed to pay the fine but has said that he will file a review petition against the conviction. 
 
What is a review petition and when can it be filed? 
A judgment of the Supreme Court becomes the law of the land, according to the Constitution. It is final 
because it provides certainty for deciding future cases. 
However, the Constitution itself gives, under Article 137, the Supreme Court the power to review any of its 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ specific, 
narrow grounds. 

¶ So, when a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock of the case but to 
correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of justice. 

 
When can a review petition be accepted? 
In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer said a review can be accepted άonly where a glaring omission or patent 
ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǊ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōȅ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŦŀƭƭƛōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ 
A review is by no means an appeal in disguise. 

¶ That means the Court is allowed not to take fresh stock of the case but to correct grave errors that have 
resulted in the miscarriage of justice. 

 
Filing Review Petition: 
As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a 
review. This implies that it is not necessary that only parties to a case can seek a review of the judgment. 

¶ A Review Petition has to be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. 

¶ In certain circumstances, the court can condone the delay in filing the review petition if the petitioner 
can establish strong reasons that justify the delay. 

 
The procedure to be followed: 

1. The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be entertained without oral arguments by 
ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƛƴ their chambers. 

2. Review petitions are also heard, as far as practicable, by the same combination of judges who delivered 
the order or judgment that is sought to be reviewed. 

3. If a judge has retired or is unavailable, a replacement is made keeping in mind the seniority of judges. 
4. In exceptional cases, the court allows an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the Supreme Court held that 

review petitions in all death penalty cases will be heard in open court by a Bench of three judges. 
 
Option after Review Petition Fails: 
In Roopa Hurra v Ashok Hurra case (2002), the Court evolved the concept of a curative petition, which can be 
heard after a review petition is dismissed. 
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¶ A curative petition is also entertained on very narrow grounds like a review petition and is generally 
not granted an oral hearing. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Review vs Curative petition. 
2. Procedure to be followed. 
3. Who can file? 
4. Time- period within which a review petition 

should be filed? 

5. What is Section 497 of IPC? 
6. What is Article 137? 

 
Mains Link: 
What is a review petition? What is the procedure to 
be followed? Discuss. 

 

 Who was Kesavananda Bharati? 
Why in News? 
Kesavananda Bharati, the man who lent his name to an iconic case as the petitioner, died on Sunday. 

¶ The landmark ruling in which the Supreme Court announced the basic structure doctrine was in the 
case of His Holiness Kesavananda Bharati Sripadagalvaru and Ors v State of Kerala. 

 
Who was Kesavananda Bharati? Why is he remembered? 
He was the head seer of the Edneer Mutt in Kasaragod district of 
Kerala since 1961. 
He left his signature in one of the significant rulings of the Supreme 
Court when he challenged the Kerala land reforms legislation in 1970. 
 
What was the case about? 
The case was primarily about ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
amend the Constitution. 

1. First, the court was reviewing a 1967 decision in Golaknath v State of Punjab which, reversing earlier 
verdicts, had ruled that Parliament cannot amend fundamental rights. 

2. Second, the court was deciding the constitutional validity of several other amendments. Notably, the 
right to property had been removed as a fundamental right, and Parliament had also given itself the 
power to amend any part of the Constitution and passed a law that it cannot be reviewed by the 
courts. 

Politically, the case represented the fight for supremacy of Parliament led by then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. 
 
What happened then? 
A 13-judge Bench was set up by the Supreme Court, the biggest so far, and the case was heard over 68 
working days spread over six months. The basic structure doctrine was evolved in the majority judgment. 
 
What did the court decide? 

¶ While the court said that Parliament had vast powers to amend the Constitution, it drew the line by 
observing that certain parts are so inherent and intrinsic to the Constitution that even Parliament cannot 
touch it. 

¶ However, despite the ruling that Parliament cannot breach fundamental rights, the court upheld the 
amendment that removed the fundamental right to property. The court ruled that in spirit, the 
amendment would not violatŜ ǘƘŜ άōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 

Essentially, Kesavananda Bharati, lost the case. But as many legal scholars point out, the government did not 
win the case either. 
 
What constitutes the basic structure? 
The Constitutional Bench ruled by a 7-6 verdict that tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
The court held that under Article 368, which provides Parliament amending powers, something must remain of 
the original Constitution that the new amendment would change. 
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¶ However, ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩΣ and only listed a few principles τ federalism, 
secularism, democracy τ as being its part. Since then, the court has been adding new features to this 
concept. 

 
Ψ.ŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ Yesavananda: 
¢ƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ 
of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, federalism, secularism, sovereign 
democratic republic, the parliamentary system of government, the principle of free and fair elections, welfare 
state, etc. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional amendments under Article 
368 and other constitutional amendments. 

2. Types of amendments. 
3. Key changes introduced by CAA 25, 26, 39 

and 41. 
4. Different benches of the Supreme Court. 
5. Definition and ambit of basic structure. 
6. FRs vs DPSPs. 

 
Mains Link: 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ 
in Kesavanand Bharati case judgment. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kesava
nanda-bharati-the-petitioner-who-saved-
democracy-but-lost-his-case-in-
sc/article32535243.ece. 

 

 ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΚ 
Why in News? 
This week, the Houses in Maharashtra moved motions of breach of privilege against Arnab Goswami and 
Kangana Ranaut. 
 
What are privileges? 
Parliamentary privilege refers to the right and immunity enjoyed by legislatures, in which legislators are 
granted protection against civil or criminal liability for actions done or statements made in the course of their 
legislative duties. 
 
Which provisions of the Constitution protect the privileges of the legislature? 

¶ The powers, privileges and immunities of either House of the Indian Parliament and of its Members 
and committees are laid down in Article 105 of the Constitution. 

¶ Article 194 deals with the powers, privileges and immunities of the State Legislatures, their Members 
and their committees. 

 
What constitutes a breach of this privilege? 
There are no clear, notified rules to decide what constitutes a breach of privilege, and the punishment it 
attracts. 

¶ Generally, any act that obstructs or impedes either House of the state legislature in performing its 
functions, or which obstructs or impedes any Member or officer of such House in the discharge of his 
duty, or has a tendency, directly or indirectly, to produce such results is treated as breach of privilege. 

¶ It is a breach of privilege and contempt of the House to make speeches or to print or publish libel 
reflecting on the character or proceedings of the House, or its Committees, or on any member of the 
House for or relating to his character or conduct as a legislator. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΚ 

1. The Legislative Assembly Speaker or Legislative Council Chairman constitutes a Privileges Committee 
consisting of 15 members in the Assembly and 11 members in the Council. 

2. The members to the committee are nominated based on the party strength in the Houses. 
3. Speaker or Chairman first decides on the motions. 
4. If the privilege and contempt are found prima facie, then the Speaker or Chairman will forward it to the 

Privileges Committee by following the due procedure. 
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5. The Committee will examine whether statements made by him had insulted the state legislature and 
its Members, and whether their image was maligned before the public. 

6. The Committee, which has quasi-judicial powers, will seek an explanation from all the concerned, will 
conduct an inquiry and will make a recommendation based on the findings to the state legislature for 
its consideration. 

 
What is the punishment foǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΚ 

¶ If the Committee finds the offender guilty of breach of privilege and contempt, it can recommend the 
punishment. 

¶ The punishment can include communicating the displeasure of the state legislature to the offender, 
summoning the offender before the House and giving a warning, and even sending the offender to jail. 

¶ In the case of the media, press facilities of the state legislature may be withdrawn, and a public apology 
may be sought. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Which provisions of the Constitution 
protect the privileges of the legislature? 

2. What is the procedure to be followed in 
ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
privilege? 

3. Composition and functions of Privileges 
Committees in Parliament and State 
Legislatures. 

4. What is the punishment for an individual 
who is found guilty of breaching the 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΚ 

 
Mains Link: 
What do you understand by legislative privileges? 
Discuss the problem of legislative privileges as seen 
in India time to time. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
m/article/explained/explained-what-constitutes-a-
breach-of-the-legislatures-privilege-6590615/lite/. 

 

 The National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2020: 
Context: 
The bill is proposed to be introduced in this Parliament session. 

¶ It seeks to amend the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991 pertaining to the powers and 
function of the Delhi government and the Lieutenant Governor. 

 
Highlights of the proposed Bill: 

¶ It proposes to clearly spell out the functions of the Council of Ministers and the Lieutenant-Governor 
(L-G) by giving more discretionary powers to the L-G. 

¶ As per a provision, the L-G could act in his discretion in any matter that is beyond the purview of the 
powers of the Legislative Assembly of Delhi in matters related to the All India (Civil) Services and the 
Anti Corruption Branch. 

¶ It will also give more teeth to the L-G, and the validity of any decision taken as per such discretion 
shall not be questioned. 

 
How is Delhi administered presently? 
The Union Territory of Delhi with a Legislative Assembly came into being in 1991 under Article 239AA of the 
/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ό{ƛȄǘȅ-ƴƛƴǘƘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘύ !ŎǘΣ мффмΩ. 

¶ It said that the UT of Delhi shall be called the National Capital Territory of Delhi, and the administrator 
thereof appointed under Article 239 shall be designated as the Lieutenant-Governor. 

¶ According to the existing Act, the Legislative Assembly of Delhi has the power to make laws in all 
matters except public order, police, and land. 

 
Issues present: 
Due to the co-existence of Article 239 and 239AA, there is a jurisdictional conflict between the government of 
NCT and the Union Government and its representative, the Lieutenant Governor. 
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¶ According to the Union government, New Delhi being a Union Territory Article 239 empowers the 
Lieutenant Governor to act independently of his Council of Ministers. 

¶ However, the state government of Delhi held that the Article 239AA of the Constitution bestows 
special status to Delhi of having its own legislatively elected government. 

This creates a tussle around the administrative powers of the LG and state government of NCT of Delhi. 
 
Supreme Court judgment: 
In 2018, the Supreme Court had unanimously held that the L-D ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƘƛ 
government and both had to work harmoniously with each other. 
 
Unresolved Areas in the Judgement: 
Overlapping Areas: Though the court has 
settled that LG is bound to act on the aid 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ Ψ[ŀƴŘΩΣ 
ΨtǳōƭƛŎ hǊŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨtƻƭƛŎŜΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
Public Order is a very wide connotation, 
which subsequently leads to overlapping 
executive powers. 
Still No Clarity on Article 239AA (4): The 
court did not very clearly delineate the 
issues in respect of which the LG can refer 
a decision taken by the Council of Ministers 
to the President in the event of a difference 
of opinion between the LG and the State 
government. 
Open-Ended Terminologies: In the event of 
referring any matter to the President, the Court enunciated that LG must adhere to the constitutional 
principles of collaborative federalism, constitutional balance and the concept of constitutional governance. 
However, these terms are very wide and open- ended. They are subject to different interpretations. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Articles 239A vs 239AA. 
2. Powers of Delhi Government vs LG. 
3. How administration of Delhi is different 

from administration of other states having 
a legislature? 

4. When did Delhi get a legislature? 
5. How is Delhi LG appointed? 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on the Constitution (Sixty-ninth 
Amendment) Act, 1991. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/new
-bill-on-powers-of-delhi-government-lieutenant-
governor-soon/article32613789.ece. 

 

 Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament (Amendment) 
Bill, 2020 passed in Lok Sabah: 

The bill seeks to amend: 
1. The Salary, Allowances, and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 to reduce the salaries of MPs 

by 30%. 
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2. The Salaries and Allowances of Ministers Act, 
1952, to reduce the sumptuary allowance of 
Ministers by 30%. 

3. Rules notified under the 1954 Act to reduce 
certain allowances of MPs for one year. 
These include constituency allowance and 
office expenses allowance.   

These changes have been made for a period of one 
year effective from April 1, 2020.   
  
Background: 
These reductions are being made to supplement the 
financial resources of the centre to tackle the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Methods for setting salaries, what constitution 
says? 
Article 106 of the Constitution empowers MPs to 
determine their salaries by enacting laws. 
In 1985, Parliament enacted a law that delegated 
the power to set and revise certain allowances of 
MPs such as constituency allowance, office 
allowance, and housing allowance to the central 
government. 
Till 2018, MPs periodically passed laws to revise their 
salaries. 

 The Finance Act, 2018 provided that the salary, daily allowance, and pension of MPs will be increased 
every five years, on the basis of the cost inflation index provided under the Income-tax Act, 1961. 

 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1Q7P0VIL.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the  federal  structure,  devolution  of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein.  

 What is an "office of profit"? 
Why in News? 
President Ram Nath Kovind has rejected a plea seeking disqualification of YSR Congress leader V Vijaisai Reddy 
as Rajya Sabha member on the grounds of holding 'office of profit' as special representative of the Andhra 
Pradesh government in the national capital. 

¶ The order of the president is based on the Election Commission's unanimous opinion given in June. 
 
What's the issue? 
A petition was filed seeking disqualification of Vijaysai Reddy as a member of the Upper House of Parliament 
alleging that the post of special representative of the Andhra Pradesh government at the Andhra Pradesh 
Bhawan being held by the YSR Congress Party MP  was an office of profit. 

¶ However, the EC had held that since no pecuniary gain was derived from the said office and Reddy 
was not entitled to any other perks or remuneration other than enjoying the status of a 'state guest' 
during his travels to Andhra Pradesh in connection with performance of his duties as special 
representative, he did not incur disqualification under Article 102(1) (a) of the Constitution of India". 

 
What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA? 
Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid down in Article 102 of the Constitution, and for an MLA in 
Article 191. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1Q7P0VIL.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       26  InsightsIAS 

¶ They can be disqualified for: a) Holding an office of profit under government of India or state 
government; b) Being of unsound mind; c) Being an undischarged insolvent; d) Not being an Indian 
citizen or for acquiring citizenship of another country. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩΚ 
If an MLA or an MP holds a government 
office and receives benefits from it, then 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘέΦ 

¶ A person will be disqualified if he 
holds an office of profit under the 
central or state government, other 
than an office declared not to 
disqualify its holder by a law passed 
by Parliament or state legislature. 

 
What is the underlying principle for 
includƛƴƎ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩ ŀǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
disqualification? 

¶ Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel obligated to the Executive in any 
way, which could influence them while discharging legislative functions. 

¶ In other words, an MP or MLA should be free to carry out her duties without any kind of 
governmental pressure. The intent is that there should be no conflict between the duties and interests 
of an elected member. 

¶ The office of profit law simply seeks to enforce a basic feature of the Constitution- the principle of 
separation of power between the legislature and the executive. 

 
Reason for controversies: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ άƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘέ Ƙŀǎ not been defined in the Constitution or in the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951. 

¶ It is for the courts to explain the significance and meaning of this concept. Over the years, courts have 
decided this issue in the context of specific factual situations. 

¶ But, articles 102 (1) and 191(1) which give effect to the concept of office of profit prescribe restrictions 
at the central and state level on lawmakers accepting government positions. 

  
wƻƭŜ ƻŦ WǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ǉrofit:  
The Supreme Court in Pradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan Roy (2001) outlined the four broad principles for 
determining whether an office attracts the constitutional disqualification. 

1. First, whether the government exercises control over appointment, removal and performance of the 
functions of the office 

2. Second, whether the office has any remuneration attached to it 
3. Third, whether the body in which the office is held has government powers (releasing money, 

allotment of land, granting licenses etc.). 
4. Fourth, whether the office enables the holder to influence by way of patronage. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is an office of profit? Is it defined in 
the constitution? 

2. What are the basic criteria to disqualify an 
MP or MLA? 

3. Articles 102 and 191 of the constitution are 
related to? 

4. Principles outlined by the Supreme Court 
for determining whether an office attracts 
the constitutional disqualification. 

 
Mains Link: 
9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨƻŦfice of proŦƛǘΩ 
as criterion for disqualification. 
 

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/ysr-mp-vijaisai-reddy-cleared-of-charge-that-
he-holds-office-of-profit/article32551691.ece.
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 Centre allows five states to Borrow: 
Context: 
The Centre has permitted five States to borrow ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ фΣфмо ŎǊƻǊŜ through open market borrowings 
to meet expenditure requirements amid falling revenues due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

 These States are A.P., Telangana, Goa, Karnataka and Tripura. 
 
What's the issue now? 
The permission was accorded after these States met the reform condition of implementation of ΨhƴŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ 
One wŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
 
Background: 
The Centre had, in May, allowed additional 
borrowing limit of up to 2% of Gross State 
Domestic Product to States for FY21 with certain 
conditions.  
 
Let's understand the Basics here: 
Why states need centre's permission while 
borrowing? Is it mandatory for all states? 
Article 293(3) of the Constitution requires states 
ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ 
in case the state is indebted to the Centre over a 
previous loan. 

 This consent can also be granted subject to certain conditions by virtue of Article 293(4). 
 In practice, the Centre has been exercising this power in accordance with the recommendations of the 

Finance Commission. 
Every single state is currently indebted to the Centre and thus, all of ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
order to borrow. 
 
Does the Centre have unfettered power to impose conditions under this provision? 
Neither does the provision itself offer any guidance on this, nor is there any judicial precedent that one could 
rely on. 

 Interestingly, even though this question formed part of the terms of reference of the 15th Finance 
Commission, it was not addressed in its interim report. 

 
So, when can the centre impose conditions? 
The Centre can impose conditions only when it gives consent for state borrowing, and it can only give such 
consent when the state is indebted to the Centre. 
 
Why are such restrictions necessary? 

 One possible purpose behind conferring this power upon the Centre was to protect its interests in the 
capacity of a creditor. 

 A broader purpose of ensuring macroeconomic stability is also discernible, since state indebtedness 
negatively affects the fiscal health of the nation as a whole. 

 
Conclusion: 
This means that in the present case, the Centre was not justified in requiring states to join the One Nation One 
wŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ōȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нфоόпύΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
fiscal health or on macroeconomic stability, and encroaches upon the legitimate domain of states. 
Given these limitations, if the Centre desired to extend its One Nation One Ration scheme throughout the 
country, it should have opted for building consensus with reluctant states instead of compelling them through 
this route. 
 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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1. Are state governments allowed to take 
loans directly through borrowings? 

2. Role of Central Government. 
3. States with highest GSDP. 
4. Article 293 (3). 
5. When can the centre impose conditions on 

states? 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the issues related to financial autonomy of 
states and how they can be addressed? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G227PSPPH.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Separation of powers b etween various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and  
institutions.  

 Delhi HC order to Bridge Digital divide: 
Context: 
Delhi high court has ordered schools (Both Private and Government) to provide gadgets and internet access to 
students from economically weaker section (EWS) and disadvantaged groups (DG) categories to assist in their 
online education during the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
What's the issue? 
The court passed the order over concerns that these EWS category students were unable to sustain their online 
studies due to a lack of resources and unavailability of laptops and mobile phones during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Why such measures are necessary? Observations made by the High Court: 

 To address discrimination: All students do not have access to such facilities. The intra-class 
discrimination, upsets the level playing field and amounts to discrimination as well as creates a vertical 
division, digital divide or digital gap or digital apartheid in addition to segregation in a classroom which 
is violative of RTE, 2009, and Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution. 

 A financial barrier: Such mode of teaching will erect a financial barrier for EWS/DG category students 
by not providing the required equipment, preventing them from pursuing their elementary education. 

 
What next? 
The Court has made it clear that the private unaided schools will be entitled to claim reimbursement of 
reasonable cost for procurement of the gadget and Internet package from the government under Section 12(2) 
of the RTE Act. 
 
About the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009: 
The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 years. 
It enforces Education as a Fundamental Right (Article 21). 

 The act mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society. 
 It also makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class. 
 It also states that sharing of financial and other responsibilities between the Central and State 

Governments. 
 It also provides for prohibition of deployment of teachers for non-educational work, other than 

decennial census, elections to local authority, state legislatures and parliament, and disaster relief. 
 It had a clause for άbƻ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ The Right of Children to Free 

and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019. 
 
It lays down the norms and standards related to: 

 Pupil Teacher Ratios (PTRs). 
 Buildings and infrastructure. 

 School-working days. 
 Teacher-working hours. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Rights Under Article 21. 
2. Overview of Articles 14 and 20. 

3. Key features of RTE Act. 
4. Amendments to RTE Act. 

 
Mains Link: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G227PSPPH.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G227PSPPH.1&imageview=0
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Discuss the key features of RTE Act. 
 
Link: 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-hc-steps-in-to-bridge-
digital-divide/article32644482.ece/amp/. 

 

 Lok Adalat: 
Why in News? 
! Řŀƛƭȅ ǿŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ hŘƛǎƘŀΩǎ YŀƴŘƘŀƳŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ the Lok Adalat against Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
after he allegedly failed to get an Aadhaar card registered in his name despite 21 attempts. 

 He took the unusual step for redressal of his grievance as he ran out of patience after applying and 
getting photographed multiple times at different places for the elusive card. 

 
What is a Lok Adalat? 
Lok Adalat is one of the alternative dispute redressal mechanisms, it is a forum where disputes/cases pending 
in the court of law or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ compromised amicably. 

 The Lok Adalats are formed to fulfil the promise given by the preamble of the Indian Constitutionς 
securing Justice ς social, economic and political of every citizen of India. 

 
Constitutional basis: 
Article 39A of the Constitution provides for free legal aid to the deprived and weaker sections of the society 
and to promote justice on the base of equal opportunity. 
Articles 14 of the Constitution also make it compulsory for the State to guarantee equality before the law. 
 
Statutory provisions: 
Under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 Lok Adalats have been given statutory status. 
 
Final award: 
The decision made by the Lok Adalats is considered to be a verdict of a civil court and is ultimate and binding 
on all parties. 
 
No appeal: 
There is no provision for an appeal against the verdict made by Lok Adalat. 

 But, they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court of appropriate jurisdiction by filing a 
case by following the required procedure, in exercise of their right to litigate. 

 
Court fee: 
There is no court fee payable when a matter is filed in a Lok Adalat. 
Note: If a matter pending in the court of law is referred to the Lok Adalat and is settled subsequently, the court 
fee originally paid in the court on the complaints/petition is also refunded back to the parties. 
 
Nature of Cases to be Referred to Lok Adalat: 

 Any case pending before any court. 
 Any dispute which has not been brought before any court and is likely to be filed before the court. 

Provided that any matter relating to an offence not compoundable under the law shall not be settled in Lok 
Adalat. 
 
For further details on Lok Adalats, Pleasee go through: https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who organises National Lok Adalat? 
2. What are Permanent Lok Adalats? 
3. Composition of Lok Adalats. 
4. Nature of cases to be referred to Lok 

Adalat. 
5. Article 39A of the Constitution. 
6. Decisions made by Lok Adalats- are they 

binding? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Lok Adalats as an 
effective dispute resolution institution in present 
scenario. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G227PSPQS.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Parliament  and State Legislatures  ï structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges  and issues arising out of these. 

 Mekedatu project: 
Context: 
The Karnataka government is likely to take a delegation to bring pressure on the Centre to approve the 
construction of the Mekedatu balancing reservoir that has been proposed to store water for drinking 
purposes. 
 
Present status of the project: 

 ¢ƘŜ фΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ YŀǊƴŀǘŀƪŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмтΦ 
 It has received approval from the Union Water Resources Ministry for the detailed project report and is 

awaiting approval from the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF). 
 However, Tamil Nadu has approached the Supreme Court against the project. 

 
About Mekedatu dispute: 
Mekedatu is a location along Cauvery in Kanakapura Taluk of Ramanagara District of Karnataka. 
Karnataka wants a reservoir across Cauvery at Mekedatu, ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ .ŜƴƎŀƭǳǊǳΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G227PSPQS.1&imageview=0
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What Tamil Nadu says? 
Tamil Nadu objected saying Karnataka had not sought prior permission for the project. 
Its argument was that the project would affect the flow of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu. 
Tamil Nadu also argues that the reservoir violates the decisions of the Supreme Court and the Cauvery 
Tribunal. 

 The Supreme Court had noted that the existing storage in the Cauvery basin of Karnataka should be 
taken into account for ensuring water releases to Tamil Nadu during the period of June to January. 

 

Facts for Prelims- Cauvery River: 
River rises on Brahmagiri Hill of the Western Ghats in south-western Karnataka state. 
The river basin covers three states and a Union Territory as follows: Tamil Nadu, 43,868 square kilometres, 
Karnataka, 34,273 square kilometres l, Kerala, 2,866 square kilometres and Puducherry. 
Key tributaries: Hemavati, Lakshmantirtha, Kabani (Kabbani), Amaravati, Noyil, and Bhavani rivers. 
Falls along the way: Upon entering Tamil Nadu, the Kaveri continues through a series of twisted wild gorges 
until it reaches Hogenakal Falls. Dams: There the Mettur Dam was constructed for irrigation and hydel power in 
Tamil Nadu. 
  
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Tributaries of Cauvery. 
2. Basin states. 
3. Important falls and dams across the river. 
4. Where is Mekedatu? 
5. What is the project related to? 
6. Beneficiaries of the project. 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Mekedatu project. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GI77OUBQS.1&imageview=0. 

 

 What are Supplementary Demands for Grants? 
The supplementary demand for grants is needed for government expenditure over and above the amount for 
which Parliamentary approval was already obtained during the Budget session. 
 
Constitutional provisions: 
Supplementary, additional or excess grants and Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants are 
mentioned in the Constitution of India 1949. 
Article 115: Supplementary, additional or excess grants. 
Article 116: Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Why in News? 
TƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǎǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ нΦор ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
нлΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ōŀƴƪǎΣ ŦƻǊ нлнл-21. These are Supplementary Demands for 

Grants. 
 
Procedure to be followed: 
When grants, authorised by the Parliament, fall short of the required expenditure, an estimate is presented 
before the Parliament for Supplementary or Additional grants. 

 These grants are presented and passed by the Parliament before the end of the financial year. 
 When actual expenditure incurred exceeds the approved grants of the Parliament, the Ministry of 

Finance presents a Demand for Excess Grant. 
 The Comptroller and Auditor General of India bring such excesses to the notice of the Parliament.  
 The Public Accounts Committee examines these excesses and gives recommendations to the 

Parliament. 
 The Demand for Excess Grants is made after the actual expenditure is incurred and is presented to 

the Parliament after the end of the financial year in which the expenses were made. 
  
 
Other grants: 
Additional Grant: It is granted when a need has arisen during the current financial year for supplementary or 
additional expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the Budget for that year. 
Excess Grant: It is granted when money has been spent on any service during a financial year in excess of the 
amount granted for that year. The demands for excess grants are made after the expenditure has actually been 
incurred and after the financial year to which it relates, has expired. 
Exceptional Grants: It is granted for an exceptional purpose which forms no part of the current service of any 
financial year. 
Token Grant: It is granted when funds to meet proposed expenditure on a new service can be made available 
by re-appropriation, a demand for the grant of a token sum may be submitted to the vote of the House and, if 
the House assents to the demand, funds may be so made available. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
What are? 

 Additional grants. 
 Excess grants. 
 Exceptional Grants  
 Token grant. 

Procedure to be followed. 
Constitutional provisions related. 
About CAG and PAC. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GI77OU6S3.1&imageview=0. 

 

 Roles and limitations of Select Committees: 
Context: 
Recently, the government pushed through two crucial agriculture Bills in Rajya Sabha, rejecting Opposition 
demands that they be referred to a Select Committee of Rajya Sabha. 

 Proceedings were disrupted as the Opposition protested against the fact that neither Bill had been 
scrutinised by a parliamentary committee. 

 
What is a Select Committee? 
This is formed for examining a particular Bill and its membership is limited to MPs from one House. 

 They are chaired by MPs from the ruling party. 
 Since Select Committees are constituted for a specific purpose, they are disbanded after their report.  

 
Background: 
Parliament scrutinises legislative proposals (Bills) in two ways: 
By discussing it on the floor of the two Houses: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 This is a legislative requirement; all Bills have to be taken up for debate. 
 
By referring a Bill to a parliamentary committee: 

 But, since Parliament meets for 70 to 80 days in a year, there is not enough time to discuss every Bill in 
detail on the floor of the House. In such scenarios, the bill are referred to a parliamentary committee. 

 Referring of Bills to parliamentary committees is not mandatory. 
 
When does a committee examine a Bill? 
Bills are not automatically sent to committees for examination. 
There are three broad paths by which a Bill can reach a committee. They are: 

1. When the minister piloting the Bill recommends to the House that his Bill be examined by a Select 
Committee of the House or a joint committee of both Houses. 

2. If the minister makes no such motion, it is up to the presiding officer of the House to decide whether to 
send a Bill to a departmentally related Standing Committee. 

3. Also, a Bill passed by one House can be sent by the other House to its Select Committee. 
 
What happens after the the bill is referred to a committee? 

1. The committee undertakes a detailed examination of the Bill. 
2. It invites comments and suggestions from experts, stakeholders and citizens. 
3. The government also appears before the committee to present its viewpoint. 
4. All this results in a report that makes suggestions for strengthening the Bill. 
5. The report of the committee is of a recommendatory nature. 

 
Time taken to submit reports: 
The Bill can only progress in Parliament after the committee has submitted its report. Usually, parliamentary 
committees are supposed to submit their reports in three months, but sometimes it can take longer. 
 
InstaFact: 

 In the current Lok Sabha, 17 Bills have been referred to committees. 
 In the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-19), 25% of the Bills were referred to committees, which was much lower 

than the 71% and 60% in the 15th and 14th Lok Sabha respectively. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference between Parliamentary vs 
Cabinet committees. 

2. Standing vs select vs finance committees. 
3. Who appoints chairperson and members of 

these committees? 
4. Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha. 
5. Committees where Speaker is the 

chairperson. 

Mains Link: 
What are Parliamentary Standing committees? 
Why are they necessary? Discuss their roles and 
functions to bring out their significance. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/an-
expert-explains-roles-limitations-of-select-
committees-and-other-parliamentary-panels-
6604092/. 

 

 Termination of Session: 
A sitting of Parliament can be terminated by adjournment or adjournment sine die or prorogation or 
dissolution (in the case of the Lok Sabha). 
Adjournment: It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be hours, days or weeks. 
Adjournment sine die: It means terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period. 
In other words, when the House is adjourned without naming a day for reassembly. 

 The power of adjournment as well as adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer (Speaker or 
Chairman) of the House. 

Prorogation: The President issues a notification for prorogation of the session after the business of a session is 
completed and the presiding officer declares the House adjourned sine die. The President can also prorogue 
the House while in session. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Dissolution: Only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolution. Rajya Sabha, being a permanent House, is not subject 
to dissolution. 

 A dissolution ends the life of the existing House, and a new House is constituted after general elections 
are held. 

 The President is empowered to dissolve the Lok Sabha. 
 
Why in News? 
The Lok Sabha adjourned sine die recently in what is being ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
parliamentary history, but which was packed with 25 Bills. 

 In this session, Lok Sabha productivity clocked at 167% with 25 Bills passed; 2,300 unstarred questions 
answered; 68% of the sittings dealing with legislative work; and 370 Zero Hour mentions. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who summons the Houses of Parliament? 
2. Powers of President vs Powers of 

Chairperson. 
3. What is adjournment sine die? 
4. What is dissolution of the house? 
5. Why Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved? 

Mains Link: 
What needs to be done to increase the productivity 
of both the houses of Parliament? Discuss. 
 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GSK7POTH9.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and 
Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their 
role in the Polity.  

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 
Why in News? 
The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ tǊŀǎƘŀƴǘ .ƘǳǎƘŀƴΩǎ conviction for 
criminal contempt of court by the Supreme Court seemed to be inconsistent with the freedom of expression 
law guaranteed by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that India was a party to. 
 
What is International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)? 
It is an international human rights non-governmental organization. 
Composition: It is a standing group of 60 eminent juristsτincluding senior judges, attorneys and academics. 
Functions: To develop national and international human rights standards through the law. 
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ L/W ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ tǊŀǎƘŀƴǘ .ƘǳǎƘŀƴΩǎ Ŏase? 

¶ The conviction appears to be inconsistent with international standards on freedom of expression and 
the role of lawyers. 

¶ The judgment risked having ŀ άŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
LƴŘƛŀέΦ 

¶ While some restrictions of freedom of expression are permitted by international standards, a 
particularly wide scope must be preserved for debate and discussion about such matters as the role 
of the judiciary, access to justice, and democracy, by members of the public, including through public 
commentary on the courts. 

 
What is International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights? 
It is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 
Monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee. 

¶ The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the 
right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to 
due process and a fair trial. 

¶ The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ It became effective in 1976. Article 49 allowed that the covenant would enter into force three months 
after the date of the deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or accession. 

¶ India is a party to this treaty. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is International Bill of Human Rights? 
2. What is the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR)? 
3. About United Nations Human Rights 

Committee. 
4. When ICCPR became effective? 
5. Has India signed ICCPR? 
6. Article 21 of ICCPR. 
7. International Commission of Jurists (ICJ). 

Mains Link: 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘέ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
gather to celŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƛǊ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎΣ άƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
and in private spaces, outdoors, indoors and 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦέ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/prasha
nt-bhushans-conviction-seems-at-odds-with-
international-free-speech-law-international-
commission-of-jurists/article32496322.ece. 

 

 What is Judicial Disqualification or Recusal? 
Why in News? 
A judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court has recused from hearing the anticipatory bail application 
moved by former Punjab Director General of Police (DGP) Sumedh Singh Saini, in connection with the case of 
disappearance and murder of a man in year 1991. 

¶ The Judge, while recusing himself from the case referred the matter to the Chief Justice for listing. 
 
What is a recusal? 
Judicial disqualification, 
referred to as recusal, is 
the act of abstaining from 
participation in an official 
action such as a legal 
proceeding due to a 
conflict of interest of the 
presiding court official or 
administrative officer. 
 
General Grounds for 
Recusal: 
Motions to recuse or disqualify judges and other adjudicators have been made for all sorts of reasons.  

¶ Most commonly such motions are predicated upon a claim that the judge is biased in favour of one 
party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective observer would think he might be.  

But such motions are also made on many otheǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎΥ 
1. Interest in the subject matter, or relationship with someone who is interested in it. 
2. .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΦ 
3. Personal knowledge about the parties or the facts of the case. 
4. Ex parte communications with lawyers or non-lawyers. 
5. Rulings, comments or conduct. 

 
Are there any laws in this regard?  
There are no definite rules on recusals by Judges. 

¶ Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinion in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of 
India (2015) ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŜŎǳƴƛŀǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜŀƭ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΩ ƻǊ ΨǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ōƛŀǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴϦΦ 

Besides, In taking oath of office, judges, both of the Supreme Court and of the high courts, promise to perform 
their duties, to deliver justice, άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΣ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƭƭ-ǿƛƭƭέΦ 
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Need of the hour: 
1. Definite rules need to be framed in this regard. 
2. Judges should express their decisions in writing while recusing. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Grounds for Judicial Disqualification. 
2. Who administers oath to Supreme Court 

and High Court judges? 
3. Articles 127 and 128 of the Indian 

Constitution are related to? 

Mains Link: 
Recusal has become a selective call of morality for 
Supreme Court judges. Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-
states/former-punjab-dgp-sumedh-singh-saini-
absconding-say-police/article32520248.ece. 

 

 tƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ΨƭŜƎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΥ 
Context: 
The SupremŜ /ƻǳǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ άƭŜƎŀƭ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 
 
What's the demand? 
The demand is to give animals ŀ άƭŜƎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅέΦ This means bestowing on animals, by judicial direction, the 
capacity to sue and be sued in courts of law. 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ {/Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution, with 
the effect ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭƛŦŜέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 
Why this demand? 

¶ While referring to recent reported incidents of cruelty on animals in the country, the plea has said 
that such incidents have enraged many and raised a question as to whether existing laws are sufficient 
enough to protect animals from possible abuse and cruelty. 

¶ It alleged the rights of animals exist only on paper due to their lack of implementation and 
enforcement. 

¶ Besides, the plea said that legal status has been accorded to animals in two recent verdicts rendered 
by the Punjab and Haryana High Court and the Uttarakhand High Court. 

 
What Next? 
The Court has issued notices to the Centre and others seeking their replies on the petition. 
 
What is a legal entity? 
A legal entity means entity which acts like a natural person but only through a designated person, whose acts 
are processed within the ambit of law. 
 
Previous Instances: 

1. In 2018, a bench presided ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ {ƘŀǊƳŀ ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ άƭŜƎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅέ ǘƻ 
animals in Haryana. 

2. In Uttarakhand high court, justice Sharma was part of a bench in 2017, which declared the Ganga and 
Yamuna as living entities, a verdict that was later stayed by the Supreme Court. 

3. In 2018, Uttarakhand high court declared the entire animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic 
animals, as a legal entity. 

4. In June 2019, the Punjab and Haryana High Court had ruled that all animals, birds and aquatic life in 
Haryana would be accorded the status of legal persons or entities. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a legal entity? 
2. Powers enjoyed by legal entities. 
3. Article 21 of the Indian constitution. 

4. Which High Courts have declared the entire 
animal kingdom, including birds and 
aquatic animals, as a legal entity? 

 
Mains Link: 
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What are the implications of declaring the entire 
animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic 
animals, as a legal entity? Discuss. 
 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/suprem
e-court-questions-plea-for-legal-entity-status-to-
animals/article32565056.ece. 

 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation  of PŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Act. 

 Criminalisation of politics: 
Context: 
The Supreme Court had sought the amicus report on pending cases against legislators on the basis of a 
petition. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŜȄ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ amicus curiae and senior advocate Vijay Hansaria. 
 
Key findings: 

¶ There are a total 4,442 cases pending against legislators across the country. Of this, the number of 
cases against sitting Members of Parliament and members of State legislatures was 2,556. 

¶ The cases were pending in various special courts exclusively set up to try criminal cases registered 
against politicians. 

¶ The cases against the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to public 
property, defamation and cheating. 

¶ A large number of cases were for violation of Section 188 IPC for wilful disobedience and obstruction 
of orders promulgated by public servants. 

¶ There are 413 cases in respect of offences, which are punishable with imprisonment for life, out of 
which in 174 cases sitting MPs/ MLAs are accused. 

¶ A large number of cases were pending at the appearance stage and even non-bailable warrants (NBWs) 
issued by courts have not been executed. 

¶ Highest number of cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
What does the RPA say on this? 
Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections only after their 
conviction in a criminal case. 

¶ Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a 
sentence of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be eligible 
to contest elections. 

 
Main reasons for Criminalization: 

¶ Corruption 

¶ Vote bank. 

¶ Lack of governance. 
 
What is the way out? 

¶ Political parties should themselves refuse tickets 
to the tainted. 

¶ The RP Act should be amended to debar persons 
against whom cases of a heinous nature are 
pending from contesting elections. 

¶ Fast-track courtsshould decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly. 

¶ Bring greater transparency in campaign financing. 

¶ The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of 
political parties. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Section 8 of the RP Act. 
2. SC guidelines in this regard. 

3. ECI- composition and functions. 
4. CEC- appointment. 
5. Powers of Election Commission on matters 

related to election of candidates. 
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Mains Link: 
Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of 
politics and what the Supreme Court done to 
address these concerns? 

 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/4442-
cases-pending-against-legislators-across-
country/article32565107.ece. 

 

 EC revises timeline for candidates: 
Context: 
The Election Commission (EC) has decided to revise the timeline for political parties and candidates to publish 
details of the criminal antecedents of the nominees. 
 
As per the revised guidelines: 
The candidates as well as the political parties, regarding candidates nominated by them, will publish the details 
of criminal antecedents, if any, in newspapers and television in following manner: 

1. First publicity: Within first 4 days of last date of withdrawal. 
2. Second publicity: Within 5th to 8th day of last date of withdrawal 
3. Third publicity: From 9th day till the last day of campaign, i.e. two days prior to date of poll) 
4. This timeline will help the voters in exercising their choices in more informed manner. 

 
What about the uncontested or nominated winning candidates? 
Uncontested winner candidates as well as the political parties who nominate them shall also publicise the 
criminal antecedents, if any, as prescribed for other contesting candidates and political parties. 
 
Significance of the move: 
It will now mean that the declaration by candidates with criminal antecedents will have to spread over three 
rounds of publicity beginning with soon after filing nomination and ending towards the end of campaign 
period. EC felt in absence of detailed timelines, candidates had the option of clubbing publicity of such records. 
 
Background: 
The electoral reform related to publicity of criminal antecedents was set in motion by the Supreme Court (SC) 
in September, 2018 when it had asked political parties to publicize criminal antecedents of contestants in news 
media. 
Earlier this year, the SC had directed that political parties fielding candidates with criminal records must tell 
the public why they had chosen them over those with clean records along with detailed information about 
candidates with criminal cases pending against them, including the nature of the offences. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Revised timeline for timeline for political 
parties and candidates to publish details of 
the criminal antecedents of the nominees. 

2. Section 8 of the RP Act. 
3. ECI- composition and functions. 
4. CEC- appointment. 

5. Powers of Election Commission on matters 
related to election of candidates. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the concerns associated criminalisation of 
politics and what the Supreme Court done to 
address these concerns? 

 

Topics: Appointmen t to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies.  

 Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha: 
Why in News? 
The Congress parliamentary strategy group has decided to work with the Opposition parties to field a joint 
candidate for the election of wŀƧȅŀ {ŀōƘŀ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƻǎǘΦ 

¶ The post had fallen vacant after Harivansh Narayan Singh's term ended. He has since been re-elected 
to the Upper House as a member from Bihar. 
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About the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha: 
It is a constitutional position created under Article 89 of the Constitution, which specifies that Rajya Sabha 
shall choose one of its MPs to be the Deputy Chairman as often as the position becomes vacant. 
 
Who can be a deputy chairman? 
The Deputy Chairman is elected by the Rajya Sabha itself from amongst its members. 
Whenever the office of the Deputy Chairman falls vacant, the Rajya Sabha elects another member to fill the 
vacancy. 
 
The Deputy Chairman vacates his office in any of the following three cases: 

1. if he ceases to be a member of the Rajya Sabha; 
2. if he resigns by writing to the Chairman; 
3. if he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of the Rajya Sabha. Such a 
ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ мп ŘŀȅǎΩ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ. 

 
Functions: 

1. ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŜ-
President acts as President or discharges the functions of the President. 

2. He also acts as the Chairman when the latter is absent from the sitting of the House. In both the cases, 
he has all the powers of the Chairman. 

3. The Deputy Chairman also plays a critical role in ensuring the smooth running of the House. 
 
Powers: 

¶ The Deputy Chairman is not subordinate to the Chairman. He is directly responsible to the Rajya 
Sabha. 

¶ The Deputy Chairman is entitled to a regular salary and allowance which are fixed by Parliament and 
are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India. 

 
Election Procedure: 

1. For electing the Deputy Chair any Rajya Sabha MP can submit a motion proposing the name of a 
colleague for this constitutional position. The motion has to be seconded by another MP. 

2. Additionally, the member moving the motion has to submit a declaration signed by the MP whose 
name s/he is proposing stating that the MP is willing to serve as the Deputy Chairperson if elected. 
Each MP is allowed to move or second only one motion. 

3. Then the majority of the House decides who gets elected as the Deputy Chairperson. 
4. However, if the political parties arrive at a consensus candidate, then that MP will be unanimously 

elected as the Deputy Chair. 
 
Panel of Vice-Chairmen: 

¶ The Chairman shall, from time to time, nominate from amongst the members of the Council a panel 
of not more than six Vice-Chairmen, any one of whom may preside over the Council in the absence of 
the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman when so requested by the Chairman, or in his absence, by the 
Deputy Chairman. 

¶ A Vice-Chairman nominated under sub-rule (1) shall hold office until a new panel of Vice-Chairmen is 
nominated. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Eligibility for the post of deputy Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha. 

2. Article 89 of the Indian Constitution is 
related to? 

3. When the Deputy Chairman has to vacate 
his office? 

4. Powers and functions. 

5. About the Panel of Vice-Chairmen. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss how the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha is 
elected. 
 
Link: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/opposit
ion-to-put-up-joint-candidate-for-rs-deputy-
chairman-post/article32551664.ece. 
 

 Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha: 
Context: 
Congress has renewed its campaign seeking ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƪ {ŀōƘŀΦ 

¶ The Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy Speaker for the last 15 months. Instead, a panel of MPs has been 
assisting the Speaker. 

 
About Deputy Speaker: 
Article 93 of the Constitution provides for the election of both the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker. 

¶ The constitutional office of the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha is more symbolic of parliamentary 
democracy than some real authority. 

¶ There is no need to resign from their original party though as a Deputy Speaker, they have to remain 
impartial. 

 
Roles and functions: 
They act as the presiding officer in case of leave or absence caused by death or illness of the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. 
 
Election: 
Usually, the Deputy Speaker is elected in the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after the General elections from 
amongst the members of the Lok Sabha. 

¶ It is by convention that position of Deputy Speaker is offered to opposition party in India. 
 
Tenure and removal: 

¶ They hold office until either they cease to be a member of the Lok Sabha or they resign. 

¶ They can be removed from office by a resolution passed in the Lok Sabha by an effective majority of 
its members. 

 
InstaFact: 
There is a constitution-mandated panel of 10 members to preside over the proceedings of the Lok Sabha in 
the absence of Speaker. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional provisions related to the 
office of Deputy Speaker. 

2. Roles and functions. 
3. Appointment and election. 
4. Does he need to resign from his party after 

being elected? 

5. Tenure and removal. 
 
Mains Link: 
The constitutional office of the Deputy Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha is more symbolic of parliamentary 
democracy than some real authority. Discuss.  

Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/congress-renews-campaign-seeks-lok-sabha-deputy-speaker-
post/article32564797.ece. 
 

 No-confidence motion against RS Deputy Chairman: 
Context: 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu has rejected the no-confidence motion moved by the Opposition 
against the Deputy Chairman Harivansh saying that it is "not admissible under the rules". 

 A no-confidence motion against the Deputy Chairman is a first in parliament and the convention is that 
Mr Singh should not preside over house sessions till the matter is settled. 

 
What's the issue? 
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 Opposition parties have accused Deputy Chairman of violating the parliamentary procedures in trying 
to pass the farm sector Bills in haste, circumventing all demands for proper voting. 

 They also say that the Deputy Chairman did not allow points of order to be raised and did not allow 
large numbers of members of Rajya Sabha, from diverse political parties, to even speak against farm 
bills. 

 
Deputy Chairman: 
Rajya Sabha elects a Deputy Chairman to perform the functions of the Chairman in case of a vacancy in the 
office of the Chairman or when the Vice-President is acting as or discharging the functions of the President. 
 
More about Deputy Chairman, his powers and functions: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/09/deputy-chairman-of-rajya-sabha/. 
 
Removal: 
He may be removed from office by a resolution of Rajya Sabha moved after fourteen days notice of the 
intention to move the resolution and passed by a majority of all the then members of the House. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Eligibility for the post of deputy Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha. 

2. Article 89 of the Indian Constitution is 
related to? 

3. When the Deputy Chairman has to vacate 
his office? 

4. Powers and functions. 
5. About the Panel of Vice-Chairmen. 
6. What is point of order? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss how the Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha is 
elected. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/parliament-proceedings-12-
opposition-parties-give-notice-of-no-confidence-
against-harivansh/article32654235.ece/amp/. 

 

 When can MPs be suspended from the House? 
Why in News? 
Eight Rajya Sabha MPs were suspended on September 21 for unruly behaviour in the House. 

 The government moved a motion seeking the suspension of these MPs and it was passed by voice vote. 
 
Power to suspend Rajya Sabha MPs: 
The Chairman of Rajya Sabha is empowered under Rule Number 255 to "direct any Member whose conduct is 
in his opinion grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately" from the House. 

 Unlike the Speaker, however, the Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have the power to suspend a 
Member. The House may, by another motion, terminate the suspension. 

The House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the service of the House for a period not 
exceeding the remainder of the session. 
 
Background: 

 It is the role and duty of the Presiding Officer τ Speaker of Lok Sabha and Chairman of Rajya Sabha 
τ to maintain order so that the House can function smoothly. 

 
How can suspension of MPs be justified? Isn't this an extreme step to take in order to curb unruly behaviour? 
The solution to unruly behaviour has to be long-term and consistent with democratic values. 
There can be no question that the enforcement of the supreme authority of the Presiding Officer is essential 
for smooth conduct of proceedings. However, a balance has to be struck. It must be remembered that the job 
of the Presiding Officer is to run the House, not to lord over it. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Power to suspend MPs vs powers to revoke 
suspension. 
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2. Difference in procedures followed by Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha in this regard. 

3. Appeals with regard to election of MPs. 
4. Rules in this regard. 

 
Mains Link: 

The solution to unruly behaviour of MPs in 
Parliament has to be long-term and consistent with 
democratic values. Comment. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-when-can-mps-be-suspended-from-the-house-
what-rules-are-followed-in-the-process-6605221/. 

 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.  

 Committee on Content Regulation in Government Advertising (CCRGA): 
Why in News? 
19th meeting of Supreme Court -mandated Committee on Content Regulation in Government Advertising 
(CCRGA) was held recently. 
 
What is CCRGA? When was it set up? 
As per the directions of Supreme Court in 2015, the Government of India had set up a three member body in 
2016 to look into content regulation of government funded advertisements in all media platforms. 

¶ !ǎ ǇŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƴΩōƭŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ states are mandated to set up their respective three 
member committees on Content Regulation of Government Advertisements. 

¶ Karnataka, Goa, Mizoram and Nagaland States have already constituted state-level Three Member 
Committees. 

 
What are its powers? 

¶ It is empowered to address complaints from the general public and can also take suo-moto 
cognizance of any violation of the Supreme Court guidelines and recommend corrective actions. 

¶ The Committee may, if necessary, also decide to summon the concerned official of the Govt. agencies 
dealing with release of advertisements in the event of undue delay in respondiƴƎ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
notices. 

 
Supreme Court Guidelines: 

¶ The content of government advertisements should 
ōŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
entitlements. 

¶ The advertisement materials should be designed to 
meet the objectives of the campaign and to ensure 
maximum reach in a cost effective way. 

¶ It should be accurate and not presenting pre existing 
policies and products as new. The advertisement 
content should also not promote the political 
interests of the ruling party. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. When was CCRGA setup? 
2. What are its powers? 
3. States that have setup committees on 

Content Regulation of Government 
Advertisements. 

4. What are Supreme Court Guidelines on 
Government advertisements? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and mandate of the Committee 
on Content Regulation in Government Advertising 
(CCRGA). 

 

 Let virtual courts stay: law panel: 
Context: 
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Parliamentary Panel on Law and Justice has Submitted its report άCǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘǎκ /ƻǳǊǘǎ 
Proceedings through Video-/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎέΦ 

¶ This is the first report to be presented by any parliamentary panel on the impact of the pandemic. 
 
Key recommendations: 

1. Continue virtual courts even in a post-COVID scenario. 
2. Transfer of certain categories of cases, like cases pertaining to traffic challans or other petty offences, 

from regular court establishments to virtual courts will reduce the pendency of cases. 
3. Infrastructure needs to be upgraded especially in district courts to implement this. 
4. Ministry of Law and Justice and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology should address 

daǘŀ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ Řŀǘŀ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
 
What are the challenges present? 

1. The present infrastructure does not support virtual court proceedings. 
2. Almost 50% lawyers, particularly in district courts, do not have any laptop or computer facility. 
3. Many witnesses have said the virtual court hearings, especially during peak hours when many people 

log into the video-conferencing system, was subject to frequent crashes of the system and said entire 
proceedings can be vitiated by one glitch. 

4. There were also concerns that virtual courts will compromise privacy of data as well as confidentiality 
of discussions and court proceedings (For instance, courts in the United States had to deal with Zoom 
bombing τ an unwanted intrusion by hackers and internet trolls into a video conference call). 

 
What are virtual courts? 
Virtual Court is a concept aimed at eliminating presence of litigant or lawyer in the court and adjudication of 
the case online. 

¶ An e-court or Electronic Court means a location in which matters of law are adjudicated upon, in the 
presence of qualified Judge(s) and which has a well-developed technical infrastructure. 

 
The eCourts Project: 
It was conceptualized on the basis of ǘƘŜ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘƛƻn Plan for Implementation of Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indian Judiciary ς нллрέ submitted by eCommittee, Supreme 
Court of India with a vision to transform the Indian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts. 
The eCourts Mission Mode Project, is a Pan-India Project, monitored and funded by Department of Justice, 
Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India for the District Courts across the country. 

¶ As on date, 16845 district and subordinate courts have been IT enabled. 
 
The project envisages: 

1. To provide efficient & time-bound citizen centric services delivery as detailed in eCourt Project 
[ƛǘƛƎŀƴǘΩǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΦ 

2. To develop, install & implement decision support systems in courts. 
3. To automate the processes to provide transparency in accessibility of information to its stakeholders. 
4. To enhance judicial productivity, both qualitatively & quantitatively, to make the justice delivery 

system affordable, accessible, cost effective, predictable, reliable and transparent. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who is authorised to appoint other place 
or places as seat of the Supreme Court? 

2. eCourts Project was launched by? 
3. What is a mission mode project? 
4. About law commission- composition and 

functions. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of virtual courts.  
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/continu
e-virtual-courts-in-post-covid-period-as-digital-
justice-is-faster-cheaper-
panel/article32579533.ece. 
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 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): 
Why in News? 
NHRC has ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŀƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ м ƭŀƪƘ to a 48-year-old man who was thrashed more than a 
year ago in Biswanath district for selling cooked beef at his tea stall at a weekly market. 
 
Relevance of this article for UPSC exam: 
From this article, we can understand whether NHRC has powers to recommend payment of compensation or 
not. 
 
About National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC): 
It is a statutory body established on 
12th October, 1993 under the 
Protection of Human Rights Act 
(PHRA), 1993.  
The Act also provides for the creation of 
the State Human Rights Commission as 
well. 
 
Composition:  
The chairperson is a retired chief justice 
of India or a judge of the Supreme 
Court. 
They are appointed by the President on 
the recommendations of a six-member 
committee consisting of:  

1. Prime Minister (head)  
2. Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
3. Deputy Chairman of the Rajya 

Sabha 
4. Leaders of the Opposition in 

both the Houses of Parliament   
5. Union Home Minister. 

 
Term and removal: 
They hold office for a term of five years or until they attain the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier. 
The President can remove them from the office under specific circumstances. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NHRC- composition. 
2. Functions. 
3. Selection of chairman and members. 
4. Term and removal. 

5. Key changes introduced by the Protection 
of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GJP7P7RCV.1&imageview=0. 

 

 About the Central Pollution Control Board: 
CPCB is a statutory organisation which was constituted in September, 1974 under the Water (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. 

 It was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1981. 

 It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 
Important functions: 
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 to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by prevention, control and 
abatement of water pollution. 

 to improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country. 
 
Why in News? 
CPCB recently celebrated its 46th Foundation Day. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About CPCB. 
2. Powers and functions. 
3. CPCB vs State Pollution Control Boards. 

4. Composition of CPCB. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the functions of CPCB.  

 

 National Medical Commission: 
Context: 
The Union government has set up the National Medical Commission (NMC) along with four other autonomous 
boards while abolishing the MCI. 
The four autonomous boards include: 

1. Undergraduate Medical Education Board. 
2. Postgraduate Medical Education Board. 
3. Medical Assessment and Rating Board. 
4. Ethics and Medical Registration Board. 

These boards have been constituted to help the NMC in day-to-day functioning.  
 
About the National Medical Commission: 
The Centre has notified the 33-member NMC, which will be chaired for three years by Suresh Chandra Sharma. 

¶ Apart from the Chairman, the NMC will consist of 10 ex-officio members and 22 part-time members 
appointed by the Central government. 

 
Functions of NMC: 

1. laying down policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals. 
2. assessing the requirements of human resources and infrastructure in healthcare. 
3. ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils with the regulations made under the Bill. 
4. framing guidelines for determination of fee for up to 50% of the seats in the private medical 

institutions. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About the Medical Council of India. 
2. About NMC. 

3. Autonomous boards constituted. 
4. Functions of NMC. 
5. Composition. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the roles and functions of the newly constituted National Medical Commission (NMC). 
 

 National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC): 
Context: 
NCDC has sanctioned as first instalment, funds amounting to Rs 19444 crores to the states of Chhattisgarh, 
Haryana and Telangana for Kharif paddy procurement under Minimum Support Price (MSP) operations. 
 
About NCDC: 
It is a statutory corporation set up under the National Cooperative Development Corporation Act, 1962. 
The objectives of NCDC are planning and promoting programmes for production, processing, marketing, 
storage, export and import of agricultural produce, foodstuffs, industrial goods, livestock and certain other 
notified commodities and services on cooperative principles. 

 NCDC is a major financial institution for cooperatives, and has started Mission Sahakar 22, which aims 
ǘƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ōȅ нлннΦ 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NCDC. 
2. What is MSP? 
3. Who announces MSP? 
4. Role of Commission for Agricultural Costs & 

Prices (CACP) in deciding MSP. 

5. Products covered under MSP. 
6. Is there any statutory backing for the 

announcement of MSPs. 
7. MSP for sugarcane. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and functions of NCDC. 

 

 NPPA caps price of Liquid Medical Oxygen and Medical Oxygen cylinders: 
Context: 
To ensure availability of medical oxygen in the country at a reasonable price amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the national drug pricing regulator National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has capped the price of 
medical oxygen cylinders and liquid medical oxygen for six months. 
 
Related provisions: 
The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare delegated powers under Section 10(2) (l) of Disaster Management 
Act, 2005 to NPPA to take all necessary steps to immediately regulate the availability and pricing of liquid 
medical oxygen (LMO) and medical oxygen cylinders. 

 Oxygen Inhalation (Medicinal Gas) is a scheduled formulation, covered under the National List of 
Essential Medicines (NLEM). 

 
About the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM: 
Under the provisions of Drug Prices Control Order, 2013, only the prices of drugs that figure in the National 
List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) are monitored and controlled by the regulator, the National 
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority. 

 Essential medicines are those that satisfy the priority healthcare needs of the majority of the 
population. 

 The primary purpose of NLEM is to promote rational use of medicines considering the three important 
aspects i.e. cost, safety and efficacy. 

Paragraph 19 of the DPCO, 2013, deals with increase or decrease in drug prices under extraordinary 
circumstances. However, there is neither a precedent nor any formula prescribed for upward revision of ceiling 
prices. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NPPA- functions. 
2. What is NLEM? Who maintains the list? 
3. What is the Drug Price Control Order? 

4. Section 10(2) (l) of Disaster Management 
Act, 2005. 

 
Mains Link: 
What is the National List of Essential Medicines? 
What is its significance? Discuss. 

 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for d evelopment in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.  

 Adjusted gross revenue (AGR): 
Why in News? 
The Supreme Court has allowed telecom companies мл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǎǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ό!Dwύ 
dues to the government. 
 
The judgment: 

1. The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) should decide whether or not spectrum can be sold under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 

2. Due to the current Covid-19 situation, telcos should pay 10 per cent of the total dues by March 31, 
2021. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. Telecom companies would also have to make payments on or before February 7 every year. The non-
payment of dues in any year would lead to accrual of interest and invite contempt of court proceedings 
against such companies. 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
An October 2019 judgment of the court in the AGR issue originally wanted the telcos to make the repayments 
in three months. The court had concluded that the private telecom sector had long reaped the fruits of the 
/ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΦ 

¶ Later, the government had proposed in court a 20-yŜŀǊ άŦƻǊƳǳƭŀέ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƭŎƻǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊŜŘ 
payments of the dues. But, the court observed that the period of 20 years fixed for payment is 
excessive. 

9ǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǳŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ мΦпо ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜΦ 
 
What is AGR? 
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fee that telecom operators are charged by the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT). It is divided into spectrum usage charges and licensing fees, 
pegged between 3-5 percent and 8 percent respectively. 
 
How is it calculated? 
As per DoT, the charges are calculated based on all revenues earned by a telco ς including non-telecom related 
sources such as deposit interests and asset sales. 
 
What are issues associated? When it all began? 
The telecom sector was liberalised under the National Telecom Policy, 1994 after which licenses were issued 
to companies in return for a fixed license fee. 
However, to provide relief from the steep fixed license fee, the government in 1999 gave an option to the 
licensees to migrate to the revenue sharing fee model. 

¶ Under this, mobile telephone operators were required to share a percentage of their AGR with the 
government as annual license fee (LF) and spectrum usage charges (SUC). License agreements 
between the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the telecom companies define the gross 
revenues of the latter. 

The dispute between DoT and the mobile operators was mainly on the definition of AGR. 

¶ The DoT argued that AGR includes all revenues (before discounts) from both telecom and non-telecom 
services. The companies claimed that AGR should comprise just the revenue accrued from core services 
and not dividend, interest income or profit on sale of any investment or fixed assets. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is AGR? How is it calculated? 
2. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ {/Ωǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΚ 
3. Composition of TRAI? 
4. How spectrum allocation is done in India?  

 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the challenges facing Indian telecom sector 
today. What should the Government of India do to 
save the telecom sector? 

 

 Special Marriage Act, 1954: 
Why in News? 
Plea in Supreme Court over certain Special Marriage Act provisions. 

¶ The petition seeks the courǘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ Řƻǿƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴs. 
 
What are the controversial provisions? Why they should be struck down? 
Section 5 of the (Act) requires that a notice of intended marriage to be given by the parties to the marriage to 
the Marriage Officer of the district where at least one of the parties to the marriage has resided for a period of 
not less than thirty days immediately preceding the date on which such notice is given.  
Section 6 mandates that all such notices received shall be entered in the marriage notice book and the 
Marriage Officer shall publish a notice by affixing a copy thereof to some conspicuous place in his office, 
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Sections6(2) and 6(3): The provisions under the Act require parties to an intended marriage to publish their 
private details for public scrutiny 30 days prior to the intended marriage. 

¶ This provision violates the right to privacy of the parties. The right to privacy is held to be an aspect of 
the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

¶ The requirement is also in violation of right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution since no 
other laws prescribe such a requirement. 

 
What is Special Marriage Act of 1954? 
The SMA is a law which allows solemnization of marriages without going through any religious customs or 
rituals. 
People from different castes or religions or states get married under SMA in which marriage is solemnized by 
way of registration. 

¶ The prime purpose of the Act was to address Inter-religious marriages and to establish marriage as a 
secular institution bereft of all religious formalities, which required registration alone. 

 
Procedure mentioned: 
The SMA prescribes an elaborate procedure to get the marriage registered. 

1. One of the parties to the marriage has to give a notice of the intended marriage to the marriage officer 
of the district where at least one of the parties to the marriage has resided for at least 30 days 
immediately prior to the date on which such notice is given. 

2. Such notice is then entered in the marriage notice book and the marriage officer publishes a notice of 
marriage at some conspicuous place in his office. 

3. The notice of marriage published by the marriage officer includes details of the parties like names, date 
ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ŀƎŜΣ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ Ǉƛƴ ŎƻŘŜΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ 
number etc. 

4. Anybody can then raise objections to the marriage on various grounds provided under the Act. If no 
objection is raised within the 30 day period, then marriage can be solemnized. If objections are raised, 
then the marriage officer has to inquire into the objections after which he will decide whether or not to 
solemnize the marriage. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Objectives of the Special Marriage Act. 
2. Key provisions- Sections 5 and 6. 
3. Key requirements under the Act for the 

registration of marriage. 
4. Details published by the marriage officer. 

5. Overview of Articles 14 and 21 of the 
constitution. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are the controversial provisions in the Special 
Marriage Act of 1954? Why the law needs a 
review? Discuss. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/plea-in-supreme-court-says-secular-marriage-law-violates-privacy-
to-marry/article32513113.ece. 
 

 Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of states: 
Context: 
4th edition of Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) ranking of states announced recently by the Department 
of Industrial Promotion and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 

¶ Ranking of States is based on the implementation of Business Reform Action Plan started in the year 
2015. 

¶ hƴŜ άƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǳǎŜǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΦ 

 
The five ten states under State Reform Action Plan 2019 are: 

1. Andhra Pradesh 
2. Uttar Pradesh 

3. Telangana 
4. Madhya Pradesh 

5. Jharkhand 
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What is BRAP? 
The Business Reform Action Plan 2018-19 includes 180 reform points covering 12 business regulatory areas 
such as Access to Information, Single Window System, Labour, Environment, etc. 
 
Why are the states ranked on BRAP Implementation? 
The larger objective of attracting investments and increasing 
Ease of Doing Business in each State was sought to be achieved 
by introducing an element of healthy competition through a 
system of ranking states based on their performance in the 
implementation of Business Reform Action Plan. 
 
Significance and the need for these rankings: 
State rankings will help attract investments, foster healthy 
competition and increase Ease of Doing Business in each State. 
 

 Mid-day meal scheme: 
Why in News? 
The Vice President, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu recently suggested that milk could be given either as part of 
breakfast or the mid-day meal in order to improve the nutritional levels of children. 
 
About Mid-Day meal scheme: 
The scheme guarantees one meal to all children in government and aided schools and madarsas supported 
under Samagra Shiksha. 
Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed one nutritional cooked meal at least 200 days in a year. 

¶ The Scheme comes under the Ministry of HRD. 

¶ It was launched in the year 1995 as the National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary 
Education (NP ς NSPE), a centrally sponsored scheme. In 2004, the scheme was relaunched as the Mid 
Day Meal Scheme. 

 
The MDM rules 2015, provide that: 

¶ The place of serving meals to the children shall be school only. 

¶ If the Mid-Day Meal is not provided in school on any school day due to non-availability of food grains or 
any other reason, the State Government shall pay food security allowance by 15th of the succeeding 
month. 

¶ The meal shall be prepared in accordance with the Mid Day Meal guidelines issued by the Central 
Government from time to time. 

¶ Procuring AGMARK quality items for preparation of midday meals, tasting of meals by two or three 
adult members of the school management committee, including at least one teacher, before serving to 
children. 

¶ The School Management Committee mandated under the Right to Free and Compulsory Education 
Act, 2009 shall also monitor implementation of the Mid-day meal Scheme. 

¶ The State Steering-cum Monitoring Committee (SSMC) shall oversee the implementation of the 
scheme including establishment of a mechanism for maintenance of nutritional standards and quality 
of meals. 
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Nutritional norms: 

1. In terms of calorie intake, as per the MDM guidelines, the 
children in primary schools must be provided with at least 
450 calories with 12 grams of protein through MDM while 
the children in upper primary schools should get 700 
calories with 20 grams of protein, as per MHRD. 

2. The food intake per meal by the children of primary 
classes, as provided by MHRD is 100 grams of food grains, 
20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables and 5 grams of 
oils and fats. For the children of upper-primary schools, 
the mandated breakup is 150 grams of food grains, 30 
grams of pulses, 75 grams of vegetables and 7.5 grams of 
oils and fats. 

 
Financing: 
The cost of the MDMS is shared between the central and state 
governments. 

¶ The central government provides free food grains to the 
states. 

¶ The cost of cooking, infrastructure development, transportation of food grains and payment of 
honorarium to cooks and helpers is shared by the centre with the state governments. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Origin of MDMS. 
2. When was it renamed? 
3. Difference between centrally sponsored 

and Central sector schemes? What kind of 
scheme of the MDMS? 

4. Financing under the scheme. 

5. Nutritional norms prescribed. 
6. Coverage under the scheme. 
7. Responsibility to pay food security 

allowance under the scheme. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Mid-Day Meal scheme. 

 

 Five Star Villages Scheme: 
Context: 
The Department of Posts has launched a scheme called Five Star Villages, to ensure universal coverage of 
flagship postal schemes in rural areas of the country. 

¶ The scheme is being launched on pilot basis in Maharashtra. 
 
The schemes covered under the Five Star scheme include: 

1. Savings Bank accounts, Recurrent Deposit Accounts, NSC / KVP certificates. 
2. Sukanya Samridhi Accounts/ PPF Accounts. 
3. Funded Post Office Savings Account linked India Post Payments Bank Accounts. 
4. Postal Life Insurance Policy/Rural Postal Life Insurance Policy. 
5. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana Account / Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana Account. 

 
Rating of villages: 
If a village attains universal coverage for four schemes from the above list, then that village gets four-star 
status; if a village completes three schemes, then that village get three-star status and so on. 
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Scheme Implementation Team: 

¶ The scheme will be implemented by a team of five 
Gramin Dak Sevaks who will be assigned a village 
for marketing of all products, savings and insurance 
schemes of the Department of Posts. 

¶ This team will be headed by the Branch Post 
Master of the concerned Branch Office. 

¶ Mail overseer will keep personal watch on progress 
of team on daily basis. 

¶ The teams will be led and monitored by concerned 
Divisional Head, Assistant Superintendents Posts 
and Inspector Posts. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. The above mentioned scheme has been 
launched by? 

2. Schemes covered under it. 
3. How are villages rated under the scheme? 

4. Implementation of the scheme. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Five Star Villages 
Scheme. 

 

 Pesticides Management Bill, 2020: 
Why in News? 
9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǿ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘǳǊǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻd. Therefore, they have called for 
wider consultations on the bill and asked it to place it before 
a select committee. 
 
Key issues/provisions highlighted by experts: 

¶ It would not allow the manufacture and export of 
pesticides not registered for use in India even if 
these are approved in other countries. 

¶ The bill will increase the import of formulations and 
will damage the export of agro-chemicals. This is 
against the demands presented by the Ashok 
Dalwai Committee, constituted in 2018 to promote 
domestic and indigenous industries and agricultural 
exports from India. The committee had 
recommended reduction in import and dependence 
on imported formulations.  

¶ The bill gives powers to Registration Committee 
(RC) to subjectively review registration of a 
pesticide and then suspend, cancel or even ban its 
usage. This would be done without any scientific 
evaluation. 

¶ It also provides for re-registration of pesticides 
already registered under the erstwhile 1968 Act. 
This will bring instability in the pesticides industry. 

 
Background: 
The Pesticides Management Bill, 2020 was approved by the 
Union Cabinet in February this year.  It will replace the 
Insecticides Act, 1968. 
 
Key provisions in the Bill: 
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1. The Bill will regulate the business of pesticides and compensate farmers in case of losses from the use 
of agrochemicals. 

2. Pesticide Data: It will empower farmers by providing them with all the information about the strength 
and weakness of pesticides, the risk and alternatives. All information will be available openly as data in 
digital format and in all languages. 

3. Compensation: The Bill has a unique feature in the form of a provision for compensations in case there 
is any loss because of the spurious or low quality of pesticides. If required, a central fund will be 
formed to take care of the compensations. 

4. Organic Pesticides: The Bill also intends to promote organic pesticides. 
5. Registration of Pesticide Manufacturers: All pesticide manufacturers have to be registered and bound 

by the new Act, once it is passed. The advertisements of pesticides will be regulated so there should be 
no confusion or no cheating by the manufacturers. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Top 3 producers of pesticides in the world. 
2. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘΦ 
3. Crop with maximum share of pesticides 

consumption in India. 
4. About the Central Insecticides Board. 

 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the Pesticides 
Management Bill, 2020. 
 
Link: 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture
/pesticides-management-bill-2020-will-hurt-
farmers-livelihood-say-experts-73338. 

 

 Essential Commodities Bill Passed: 
The Lok Sabha recently passed this bill by a voice vote. 

 The Bill is meant to replace an ordinance promulgated in June, in the wake of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 
Key provisions: 

1. It proposes to deregulate the production, storage, movement and sale of several foodstuffs, including 
cereals, pulses, edible oils and onions, except in the case of extraordinary circumstances. 

2. What are the extraordinary circumstances mentioned in the Bill? (i) war, (ii) famine, (iii) extraordinary 
price rise and (iv) natural calamity of grave nature. 

3. Stock limit: The Ordinance requires that imposition of any stock limit on agricultural produce must be 
based on price rise. 

4. A stock limit may be imposed only if there is: (i) a 100% increase in retail price of horticultural 
produce; and (ii) a 50% increase in the retail price of non-perishable agricultural food items. 

5. How is it calculated? The increase will be calculated over the price prevailing immediately preceding 
twelve months, or the average retail price of the last five years, whichever is lower. 

 
Powers of Central Government under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955: 

 The central government can designate certain commodities as essential commodities. 
 The central government may regulate or prohibit the production, supply, distribution, trade, and 

commerce of such essential commodities.   
 
Benefits: 

 This will remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatory interference in their business 
operations. 

 The freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead to harnessing of economies of 
scale and attract private sector/foreign direct investment into agriculture sector. 

 It will help drive up investment in cold storages and modernization of food supply chain. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Items included under the original Essential 
Commodities Act of 1955. 

2. Powers to include and remove 
commodities from the list. 

3. Is it mandatory for the states to follow 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΚ 
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4. Can the govt fix MRP of a product under 
this act? 

5. Latest amendments. 
 
Mains: 

Discuss the significance of Essential Commodities 
Act. Why the recent Economic Survey said that this 
act is outdated and must go? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G1Q7P0VIH.1&imageview=0. 

 

 Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY): 
Why in News? 
Cabinet approves establishment of new All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at Darbhanga, Bihar under 
the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). 
 
About PMSSY: 
PMSSY was announced in 2003 with objectives of 
correcting regional imbalances in the availability of 
affordable/ reliable tertiary healthcare services and also 
to augment facilities for quality medical education in the 
country. 
The PMSSY is implemented by the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare. 
 
It has two components: 

1. Setting up new AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences) 
2. Upgradation of government medical colleges in various states. 

The project cost for upgradation of each medical college institution is shared by the Centre and the state. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Components under PMSSY. 
2. Cost sharing. 
3. Implementation of the scheme. 

4. Institutions setup so far under the scheme. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the scheme. 

 

 Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2020: 
Context: 
Introduced in the Lok Sabha. 
It seeks to make significant changes to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA). 
 
Proposed amendments- the Bill  

 Lǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ 
 It proposes to reduce the use of foreign funds to meet administrative costs by NGOs from the existing 

50 per cent to 20 per cent. 
 Lǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴκǇŜǊǎƻƴέΦ 
 It proposes to make Aadhaar cards a mandatory identification document for all office-bearers, 

directors and other key functionaries of NGOs or associations eligible to receive foreign donations. 
 
Controversial Provisions: 

 To allow for the central government to hold a summary inquiry to direct bodies with FCRA approval to 
άƴƻǘ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴέΦ 

 To limit the use of foreign funds for administrative purposes. This would impact research and advocacy 
organisations which use the funding to meet their administrative costs. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1Q7P0VIH.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G1Q7P0VIH.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       54  InsightsIAS 

Main Criticisms: 
The Bill will enhance government power and restrict foreign-funded civil society work in India. 
Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΦ 
It will curtail the ease of doing business for civil society organisations. 
 
But, why these amendments are necessary? 

 ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƛǎŜƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ άƳƛǎǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
ƳƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƴŎelling 19,000 such registrations in the past 
few years. 

 The annual inflow of foreign contribution has almost doubled between the years 2010 and 2019, but 
many recipients of foreign contribution have not utilised the same for the purpose for which they were 
registered or granted prior permission under the said Act. 

 Criminal investigations also had to be initiated against dozens of such non-governmental organisations 
which indulged in outright misappropriation or mis-utilisation of foreign contribution. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. When was FCRA enacted? 
2. Who administers the legislation? 
3. Definition of foreign funding as per the act. 
4. Who cannot accept foreign contributions as 

per the act. 

5. What is the eligibility criteria for grant of 
registration? 

6. Key provisions in the amendment bill. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss why FCRA has been controversial in the 
recent past. 

 

 New Defence Acquisition Procedure of 2020 (DAP 2020): 
Context: 
DAP 2020, which will govern the procurement of defence equipment from the capital budget, was recently 
unveiled. 

 The new policy will supersede the Defence Procurement Procedure of 2016 from October 1. 
 
Highlights of the new policy: 

1. Reservations for Indigenous firms: 
The policy reserves several procurement categories for indigenous firms. 

 DAP 2020 defines ŀƴ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ǾŜƴŘƻǊέ as a company that is owned and controlled by resident Indian 
citizens, with foreign direct investment (FDI) not more than 49 per cent. 

 
2. New Buy (GlobalςManufacture in India) category: 

This stipulates indigenisation of at least 50 per cent of the overall contract value of a foreign purchase bought 
with the intention of subsequently building it in India with technology transfer. 

 Meeting the difficult indigenisation requirement would force the vendor to build the equipment in 
India, rather than supply most of it ready-built from abroad. 

 
3. Greater indigenous content: 

It promotes greater indigenous content in arms and equipment of the military procures, including equipment 
manufactured in India under licence. In most acquisition categories, DAP-2020 stipulates 10 per cent higher 
indigenisation than DPP 2016. 
 

4. Measuring indigenous content: 
Indigenous content will now be calculated on Ψ.ŀǎŜ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ tǊƛŎŜΩΣ that is Total Contract Price, less taxes and 
duties. 
 

5. Import embargo list: 
¢ƘŜ άƛƳǇƻǊǘ ŜƳōŀǊƎƻ ƭƛǎǘέ of 101 items that the government promulgated last month has been specifically 
incorporated into DAP 2020. (An embargo is a government order that restricts commerce with a specified 
country or the exchange of specific goods.) 
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6. Offset liability: 

The government has decided not to have an offset clause in procurement of defence equipment if the deal is 
done through inter-government agreement (IGA), government-to-government or an ab initio single vendor. 

 The offset clause requires a foreign vendor to invest a part of the contract value in India. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is offset liability? 
2. What is Base Control Price? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the policy. 

 

 Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013: 

Why in News? 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad A. Bobde has questioned the infallibility of a land acquisition judgment 
delivered by a Constitution Bench, led by his former colleague, Justice Arun Mishra, saying the verdict had left 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ άǳƴǎŀƛŘέΦ 
 
Important observations made by CJI: 
¢ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ άƭŀȄƛǘȅέ 
in several aspects, which even 
Parliament did not bother to provide 
under the Act of 2013. 

 The verdict did not specify for 
how long the government could 
possess a land acquired without 
paying compensation. 

 
Background: 
In March this year, the Supreme Court 
Constitution Bench had reaffirmed the 
February 2018 ruling on Section 24 on 
land acquisition compensation awards in 
the Indore Development Authority case. 
 
What's the issue? 
The judgment of the Constitution Bench was interpreting Section 24 (2) of the 2013 Act, which dealt with 
payment of compensation for land acquired by the government. 

 It said acquisition would not lapse as long as the government earmarked the compensation money by 
paying it into the treasury. In short, the money need not actually reach the farmer or the landowner. 

 Acquisition would also not lapse just because the farmer refused the compensation and claimed 
higher. 

 Similarly, there was no lapse in acquisition if the compensation had been paid but possession not taken 
of the land. 

 
When would it lapse then? 
The judgment had declared that acquisition would only lapse if the government had neither taken possession 
nor paid the compensation due to the landowner for five or more years prior to January 1, 2014. 
 
Link: https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GOF7Q86ST.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Development processes and the development industry - the role of NGOs, SHGs, 
various groups and  associations, donors, charities,  institutional  and other stakeholders. 

 The young child outcomes index and the young child environment index 
released: 

What is it? 
Both these indices are part of ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘΩ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 

¶ It is a report brought out by non-governmental organisation Mobile Creches. 
 
About the young child outcomes index: 
It measures health, nutrition and cognitive growth with the help of indicators such as infant mortality rate, 
stunting and net attendance at the primary school level. 
Key findings: 

¶ Top 5: Kerala, Goa, Tripura, Tamil Nadu and Mizoram are among the top five States for well-being of 
children. 

¶ Eight States have scores below thŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΥ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ !ǎǎŀƳΣ aŜƎƘŀƭŀȅŀΣ wŀƧŀǎǘƘŀƴΣ 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

 
About the young child environment index: 
Its objective is to understand the policy and 
environment enablers that influence a ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-
being. 
How is it measured? 
It uses five policy enablers that influence child well-
being outcomes, including poverty alleviation, 
strengthening primary healthcare, improving 
education levels, safe water supply and promotion 
of gender equity. 
Key findings: 

¶ Top 5: Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh secured the top five 
positions.  

¶ Eight States that have a below average 
score on the outcomes index also fared 
poorly on this one. 

 
Suggestions made by the report: 
India spent 1,723 per child in 2018 on expenses 
towards child nutrition, healthcare, education and 
other necessary protection services. This is 
insufficient and fails to reach the entire eligible 
population. Therefore, the need of the hour is to Increase in public spending on children. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. ²Ƙƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘΩ 
in India report? 

2. Various indices released as part of this 
report. 

3. Performance of various states under these 
indices. 

 
Mains Link: Discuss the issue of child well- being in 
India, what are the challenges faced by the children 
and list down measures to ensure their well- being. 

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala-tops-in-care-for-children/article32526471.ece.
 
 

 What are Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP) and VPRP? 
Why in News? 
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With the current Covid-19 situation, DAY-NRLM has designed an online training program to train all State 
Missions across the country on Village Poverty Reduction Plans (VPRP), in partnership with Kudumbashree 
(National Resource Organisation), National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR), 
Hyderabad and Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 
 
What are Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP)? 
GPDP is conducted from 2nd October to 31st December, every year across the country, under ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
Plan Campaign (PPC). 

¶ Local bodies, across the country are expected to prepare context specific, need based GPDP. 

¶ It brings together both the citizens and their elected representatives in the decentralized planning 
processes. 

 
What are Village Poverty Reduction Plans (VPRP)? 
PPC guidelines and the joint advisory issued by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Rural 
Development, has mandated Self Help Groups and their federations under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) to participate in the annual GPDP planning process and 
prepare the Village Poverty Reduction Plan (VPRP). 

¶ VPRP is a comprehensive demand plan which needs to be integrated with the Gram Panchayat 
Development Plan (GPDP). 

¶ The VPRP is presented in the Gram Sabha meetings from Oct. to Dec. every year. 
 
Demands under VPRP are categorized into five major components: 

1. Social inclusion - plan for inclusion of vulnerable people/household into SHGs under NRLM 
2. Entitlement - demand for various schemes such as MGNREGS, SBM, NSAP, PMAY, Ujjwala, Ration card 

etc. 
3. Livelihoods - specific demand for enhancing livelihood through developing agriculture, animal 

husbandry, production and service enterprises and skilled training for placement etc. 
4. Public Goods and Services - demand for necessary basic infrastructure, for renovation of the existing 

infrastructure and for better service delivery 
5. Resource Development - demand for protection and development of natural resources like land, 

water, forest and other locally available resources 
6. Social Development - plans prepared for addressing specific social development issues of a village 

under the low cost no cost component of GPDP. 
 
InstaFact: 
The Article 243G of the Constitution intended to empower the Gram Panchayats (GPs) by enabling the State 
Governments to devolve powers and authority in respect of all 29 Subjects listed in the Eleventh Schedule for 
local planning and implementation of schemes for economic development and social justice. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Article 243G of the Indian Constitution is 
related to? 

2. 11th schedule of the Indian Constitution. 
3. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tƭŀƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ όtt/ύΚ 
4. What are Gram Panchayat Development 

Plans (GPDP)? Who prepares them? 

5. What are Village Poverty Reduction Plans 
(VPRP)? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Village Poverty 
Reduction Plans (VPRP). 

 

 Questions over FCRA nod for PM CARES: 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The PM CARES Fund has received an exemption from all provisions of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act. 
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¶ However, it is alleged that PM CARES does not meet the precondition of being a body established and 
owned by the government whose accounts are audited by the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
(CAG). 

 
What the rules say? 
In July 2011, the Home Ministry issued an order exempting all bodies established by a Central or State Act 
which are required to have their accounts audited by the CAG. 

¶ Earlier this year, on January 30, 2020, it issued a fresh order superseding the previous one, άǘƻ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ 
organisations (not being a political party), constituted or established by or under a Central Act or a 
State Act or by any administrative or executive order of the Central Government or any State 
Government and wholly owned by the respective Government and required to have their accounts 
compulsorily audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) or any of the agencies of 
ǘƘŜ /!DέΦ 

 
Why PM CARES Fund cannot be exempted? 

1. It was not set up through a Central or State Act. 
2. It has argued that it is not a public authority under RTI. 
3. The Fund is audited by an independent auditor, not by the CAG. 

 
FCRA: 

¶ The FCRA is meant to regulate the acceptance and use of foreign contributions and to prevent their use 
for activities detrimental to national interest. 

¶ This includes gifts and monetary contributions from foreign sources, whether in Indian or foreign 
currency. 

¶ Organisations which wish to receive foreign donations must have a definite cultural, economic, 
educational, religious or social programme, and must register under the Act, and receive a clearance 
from the government. 

Section 50 of the Act allows the Central government to issue orders exempting any organisation (apart from 
political parties) from the provisions of FCRA if it feels it necessary or expedient in public interest, subject to 
conditions specified in the order. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a public account? 
2. Who administers PM CARES fund? 
3. Which organisations are exempted from 

the ambit of RTI act? 
4. What is Consolidated fund of India? 
5. What is a charitable trust? 
6. Section 50 of FCRA is related to? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought 
within the ambit of RTI act? 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-
cares-fund-gets-fcra-exemption-without-meeting-
pre-condition-of-cag-audit/article32584371.ece. 

 

 Samarth Scheme: 
Context: 
As per the information provided by Union Minister of Textiles, under Samarth, 18 State Governments have 
been allocated a training target of 3.6 lakh beneficiaries for conducting training programme in traditional and 
organized sectors. 
 
About Samarth Scheme: 
Also known as ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŎƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜ {ŜŎǘƻǊ ό{/.¢{ύΩΦ 
Implemented by the Ministry of Textiles. 
It seeks to Provide demand driven, placement oriented National Skills 
Qualifications Framework (NSQF) compliant skilling programmes. 
 
Target: 
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To train 10.00 lakh persons (9 lakhs in organised & 1 lakh in traditional sector) excluding Spinning & Weaving 
in the organized Sector. 
 
Key features: 

 Training of Trainers (ToT). 
 Aadhar Enabled Biometric Attendance 

System (AEBAS). 

 CCTV recording of training programme. 
 Dedicated call centre with helpline number. 

 
Implementing Agencies: 

 Textile Industry. 
 Institutions/Organization of the Ministry of Textiles/State Governments having training infrastructure 

and placement tie-ups with textile industry. 
 Reputed training institutions/ NGOs/ Societies/ Trusts/ Organizations/ Companies /Start Ups / 

Entrepreneurs active in textile sector having placement tie-ups with textile industry. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Implementing Ministry. 
2. Objectives and targets of the scheme. 
3. Features. 

4. Launch year. 
5. Other schemes of the textile sector. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the scheme. 

 

 Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan: 
Launched in 2014 by the then Ministry of Human Resource Development (now Ministry of Education). 
Aim: to meet the Right to 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŎǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
girls. 
Central public sector enterprises (CPSEs) were roped in to implement the program. 

 The programme norms require the CPSEs to build toilets with running water and hand washing 
facilities. 

 It also requires CPSEs to maintain the toilets for three to five years while charging the annual expenses 
to their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) budgets. 

 
Why in News? 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) recently submitted a report on the performance of this 
program. 
Key Highlights: 

 Public sector units claimed to have constructed 1.4 lakh toilets in government schools as part of a Right 
to Education project, but almost 40% of those surveyed were found to be non-existent, partially 
constructed, or unused. 

 Over 70% did not have running water facilities in the toilets, while 75% were not being maintained 
hygienically. 

 The objective of providing separate toilets for boys and girls was not fulfilled in 27% of the schools, said 
the CAG. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan. 
2. Implementation of the program. 
3. Key features. 
4. Mandatory provisions under the Right to 

Education act. 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the performance of Swachh Vidyalaya 
Abhiyan. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/40-of-
toilets-surveyed-by-cag-in-govt-schools-non-
existent-unused/article32680816.ece/amp/. 
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 Sweet sellers need to display 'best before date' from 1 October, orders 
FSSAI: 

Context: 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has released guidelines on sale of loose sweets. 
 
As per the new guidelines: 

 In case of non-packaged/ loose 
sweets, the container/tray 
holding sweets at the outlet for 
sale should display the 'Best 
Before Date' of the product 
mandatorily with effect from 
October 1, 2020. 

 The food business operators 
(FBOs) might also display the date 
of manufacturing. It is not 
mandatory however. 

 The FBOs shall decide and display 
the 'Best Before Date' of sweets 
depending on the nature of the 
products and the local conditions. 

 Food safety commissioners 
should ensure compliance. 

 
Significance: 
The decision was based on various 
complaints about the quality and 
adulteration of sweets, mostly during 
festive season. 

 This regulation will help to 
ensure that the consumers are purchasing fresh products. 

 
About the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI): 
It is an autonomous statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (FSS Act). 

 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the administrative Ministry of FSSAI. 
 
FSS Act, 2006 consolidates various acts & orders that had earlier handled food related issues in various 
Ministries and Departments, such asς 

 Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954 
 Fruit Products Order, 1955 
 Meat Food Products Order, 1973 
 Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 

1947 

 Edible Oils Packaging (Regulation) Order 
1988 

 Milk and Milk Products Order, 1992 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About FSSAI. 
2. Administrative Ministry. 
3. Functions of FSSAI. 

4. Overview of the Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006 (FSS Act). 

 

 Uniform Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMP): 
Context: 
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The Alliance of Doctors for Ethical Health Care has expressed disappointment over the recent reply of Minister 
of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Sadanada Gowda, in Parliament that there is no decision yet to make the Uniform 
Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMP) mandatory. 
 
What's the demand now? 
The alliance has said that UCPMP should be made mandatory to bring fairness in marketing of the drugs as the 
industry has failed to comply with the code on a voluntary basis. 
 
What is UCPMP Code? 
It is a voluntary code issued by the Department Of Pharmaceuticals relating to marketing practices for Indian 
Pharmaceutical Companies and as well medical devices 
industry. Applicability: At present, the UCPMP Code is 
applicable on Pharmaceutical Companies, Medical 
Representatives, Agents of Pharmaceutical Companies 
such as Distributors, Wholesalers, Retailers, and 
tƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
Key features and provisions: 

 No gifts, pecuniary advantages or benefits in kind 
may be supplied, offered or promised, to persons 
qualified to prescribe or supply drugs, by a 
pharmaceutical company or any of its agents. 

 As regards travel facilities, the UCPMP Code 
prohibits extending travel facility inside the country 
or outside, including rail, air, ship, cruise tickets, 
paid vacations, etc., to HealthCare Professionals 
and their family members for vacation or for 
attending conference. 

 The Code also provides that free samples of drugs shall not be supplied to any person who is not qualified 
to prescribe such product. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About UCPMP. 
2. Is it mandatory? 
3. Issued by? 
4. Overview. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why the Uniform Code of Pharmaceutical 
Marketing Practices (UCPMP) should be made 
mandatory? 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=GAQ7Q58JQ.1&imageview=0. 

 
Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP): 
Why in News? 
8 immunity boosting products launched under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP) for 
sale through Janaushadhi Kendras across country. 
 
About PMBJP: 
It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers to 
provide quality medicines at affordable ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƪŜƴŘǊŀΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra. 

¶ Initially launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015. 
 
Implementation: 
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of PMBJP. 
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¶ BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector 
Undertakings of India) has been 
established under the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the 
support of all the CPSUs. 

 
SALIENT FEATURES OF THE SCHEME: 
1. Ensure access to quality medicines. 
2. Extend coverage of quality generic medicines 

so as to reduce the out of pocket expenditure 
on medicines and thereby redefine the unit 
cost of treatment per person. 

3. Create awareness about generic medicines 
through education and publicity so that 
quality is not synonymous with only high 
price. 

4. A public programme involving Government, PSUs, Private Sector, NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies and 
other Institutions. 

5. Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better healthcare through low treatment cost 
and easy availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. When was the scheme launched? 
2. When was it renamed? 
3. The scheme was launched by which 

Ministry? 

4. About BPPI- establishment and functions. 
5. What is a generic medicine? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for and significance of Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Priyojana (PMBJP). 

 

 Maharashtra modifies Forest Rights Act: 
Context: 
Maharashtra Governor has issued a notification modifying the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006. 

 The notification has been issued by the Governor using his powers under sub paragraph (1) of 
paragraph 5 of the Schedule V of the Constitution. 

 
What are the modifications? 
The changes will enable tribals and other traditional forest dwelling families to build houses in the 
neighbourhood forest areas. 
 
Significance: 

 The decision is likely to provide a major relief to Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest-dwelling 
families residing in the scheduled areas of the State. 

 The move aims to prevent the migration of forest-dwelling families outside their native villages and 
provide them housing areas by extending the village site into forest land in their neighbourhood. 

 
What is 5th schedule? 
The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals with the administration and control of Scheduled Areas as well as 
of Scheduled Tribes residing in any State other than the States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
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Special Provisions for Fifth Schedule Areas: 
 The Governor of each State having Scheduled Areas (SA) shall 

annually, or whenever so required by the President, make a report 
to the President regarding the administration of Scheduled Areas in 
that State. 

 The Union Government shall have executive powers to give 
directions to the States as to the administration of the Scheduled 
Areas. 

 Para 4 of the Fifth Schedule provides for establishment of a Tribes 
Advisory Council (TAC) in any State having Scheduled Areas. 

 Composition: Consisting of not more than twenty members of 
whom, three-fourths shall be the representatives of the Scheduled 
Tribes in the Legislative Assembly of the State. If the number of 
representatives of the STs in the Legislative Assembly of the State is 
less than the number of seats in the TAC to be filled by such 
representatives, the remaining seats shall be filled by other 
members of those Tribes. 

 Functions: The TAC shall advise on such matters pertaining to the welfare and the advancement of the STs 
in the State as may be referred to them by the Governor. 

 
The Governor may make rules prescribing or regulating: 

 The number of members of the Council, the mode of their appointment and the appointment of the 
Chairman of the Council and of the officers and servants thereof, the conduct of its meetings and its 
procedure in general. 

 The Governor may, by public notification, direct that any particular Act of Parliament or of the Legislature 
of the State shall or shall not apply to a SA or any part thereof in the State, subject to such exceptions and 
modifications, as specified. 

 The Governor may make regulations for the peace and good government of any area in the State which is 
for the time being a SA. Such regulations may prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by or among members 
of the Scheduled tribes in such area; regulate the allotment of land to members of the STs in such area. 

 In making such regulations, the Governor may repeal or amend any Act of Parliament or of Legislature of 
the State or any existing law after obtaining assent of the President. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference between 5th and 6th schedule 
of Indian Constitution. 

2. Powers of governor under 5th schedule 
3. Who can include or exclude areas under 5th 

schedule? 

4. What are scheduled areas? 
5. Forest Rights Act- key provisions. 
6. TAC- composition and functions. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G7S7QB6AV.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources.  

 NCRB report on accidental deaths, suicides: 
Context: 

Report was released recently by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). 
¶ Overall, the report shows that the number of suicide cases and accidental deaths registered an 

increase across the country last year from the 2018 figures. 
 
Report on Suicides in the country: 

1. Suicides in the country went up slightly from 1,34,516 to 1,39,123. 
2. Of the 97,613 male suicides, the most were of daily wage earners (29,092), followed by self-employed 

persons (14,319) and the unemployed (11,599). 
3. Of the 41,493 female, over half were housewives. 
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4. Most suicides by unemployed persons were in Kerala at 14% (1,963), followed by 10.8% in 
Maharashtra, 9.8% in Tamil Nadu, 9.2% in Karnataka and 6.1% in Odisha. 

5. Most suicides by those in business activities were in Maharashtra (14.2%), Tamil Nadu (11.7%), 
Karnataka (9.7%), West Bengal (8.2%) and Madhya Pradesh (7.8%). 

6. The suicide rate in cities (13.9%) was higher compared to the all-India average. 
7. Most cases of mass/family suicides were reported from Tamil Nadu (16), followed by Andhra Pradesh 

(14), Kerala (11) and Punjab (9) and Rajasthan (7). 
 
Report on Accidental deaths: 

1. Accidental deaths in the country increased by 2.3%. Compared with 4,11,824 in 2018, the figure stood 
at 4,21,104 last year. 

2. The most casualties of 30.9% were reported in the 30-45 age group, followed by 26% in the 18-30 age 
group. 

3. Maharashtra reported the highest deaths (70,329), amounting to nearly one-sixth of the total figure. 
4. A total of 8,145 deaths was due to the causes attributable to forces of nature, including 35.3% due to 

lightning, 15.6% by heat/sun stroke and 11.6% deaths in floods. 
5. Most deaths (400) due to lightning was reported each from Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, followed by 

Jharkhand (334) and Uttar Pradesh (321). 
6. ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ (43.9%), ΨǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΩ όммΦр҈ύΣ ΨŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΩ όтΦф҈ύΣ 
ΨǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎΩ όрΦм҈ύΣ ΨŦŀƭƭǎΩ όрΦм҈ύ ŀƴŘ ΨŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƛǊŜΩ όнΦс҈ύΦ ! ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όртΦн҈ύ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ 
groups of 18-45 years. 

 
About NCRB: 
Set -up in 1986 under the Ministry of Home Affairs to function as a repository of information on crime and 
criminals so as to assist the investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators. 
Set up based on the recommendations of the National Police Commission (1977-1981) ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aI!Ωǎ ¢ŀǎƪ 
Force (1985). 
NCRB brings out ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ όΨ/ǊƛƳŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘύΦ  

¶ Being published since 1953, the report serves as a crucial tool in understanding the law and order 
situation across the country. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NCRB- establishment and functions. 
2. Crimes in India report is released by? 
3. Highlights of the recent report on 

accidental deaths and suicides. 

Mains Link: Throw a light on suicide rates in India 
based on the recent report published by the NCRB 
and suggest ways to minimise these numbers. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ncrb-
releases-annual-report-on-suicides-and-accidental-
deaths/article32496628.ece. 

 

 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index: 
Why in News? 
NITI Aayog is in the last stage for preparation of Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) parameter dashboard 
and a State Reform Action Plan (SRAP). 

¶ In this regard, the Niti Aayog will leverage the monitoring mechanism of the Global Multidimensional 
Poverty Index. 

¶ NITI Aayog is the Nodal agency for the MPI. 
 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ LƴŘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ 5ǊƛǾŜ wŜŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿǘƘ όDLwDύέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΥ 
Global MPI is part of Government of IƴŘƛŀΩǎ Řecision to monitor the performance of the country in 29 select 
Global Indices. 

¶ The objective of ǘƘŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ LƴŘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ 5ǊƛǾŜ wŜŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿǘƘ όDLwDύέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ is to fulfil the need 
ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎocial and economic parameters. 
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¶ This will enable the utilisation of these Indices as tools for self-improvement, bring about reforms in 
policies, while improving last-mile implementation of government schemes. 

 
What is MPI? 
Global MPI is an international measure of 
multidimensional poverty. 
It covers 107 developing countries. 

¶ It was first developed in 2010 by Oxford 
Poverty and Human Development Initiative 
(OPHI) and United Nations Development 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ό¦b5tύ ŦƻǊ ¦b5tΩǎ IǳƳŀƴ 
Development Reports. 

 
When is it released? 
The Global MPI is released at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development of the United 
Nations in July, every year. 
 
How are the countries ranked? 
Global MPI is computed by scoring each surveyed household on 10 parameters based on -nutrition, child 
mortality, years of schooling, school attendance, cooking fuel, sanitation, drinking water, electricity, housing 
and household assets. 
 
Performance of India and its neighbours in MPI 2020: 

¶ India is 62nd among 107 countries with an MPI score of 0.123 and 27.91% headcount ratio, based on 
the NFHS 4 (2015/16) data. 

¶ Neighbouring countries like Sri Lanka (25th), Bhutan (68th), Nepal (65th), Bangladesh (58th), China 
(30th), Myanmar (69th) and Pakistan (73rd) are also ranked in this index. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is MPI? 
2. Who releases it? 
3. How are the countries ranked? 
4. Nodal agency for the MPI in India. 

5. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ LƴŘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ 5ǊƛǾŜ 
wŜŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿǘƘ όDLwDύέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΚ 
Who is conducting it? 

6. Performance of India in MPI 2020. 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a brief note on the MPI (Multidimensional 
Poverty Index). 

 

  ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
Published by? 
National Statistical Organisation (NSO). 

¶ The report is based on the 75th round of the National Sample Survey (July 2017-June 2018) on 
household social consumption related to health. 

 
Key findings in the latest report: 

1. Across the country, only 59.2% of children under five years are fully immunised. 
2. Roughly, two out of five children do not complete their immunisation programme. 
3. About 97% of children across the country received at least one vaccination τ mostly BCG and/or the 

first dose of OPV at birth. 
4. However, only 67% of children are protected against measles. 
5. Only 58% got their polio booster dose, while 54% got their DPT booster dose. 
6. Among States, Manipur (75%), Andhra Pradesh (73.6%) and Mizoram (73.4%) recorded the highest 

rates of full immunisation. 
7. In Nagaland, only 12% of children received all vaccinations, followed by Puducherry (34%) and Tripura 

(39.6%). 
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What is immunisation? 
Immunization is the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typically 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΦ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
against subsequent infection or disease. 
 
What is full immunisation? 
Full immunisation means that a child receives a cocktail of eight vaccine doses in the first year of life. 
 
Need for proposed immunisation: 

¶ Currently, India accounts for 5 lakh deaths due to vaccine-preventable diseases, which is more than 
half of the total estimated infants' deaths annually. 

¶ In India, diseases such as measles-rubella, diarrhoea, pneumonia and the like cause most of the infant 
deaths every year. 

¶ Latest reports by the World Health Organization reveal that a total of 1.5 million deaths could be 
avoided globally if there is an improvement in the global vaccination coverage. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About NSSO. 
2. About CSO. 
3. What is full immunisation? 
4. [ŀǘŜǎǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
5. What is a vaccine? How it works? 

 

Mains Link: 
What is full immunisation? Discuss the findings of 
ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘΦ 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/40-of-
children-are-not-fully-vaccinated-says-nso-
report/article32554855.ece. 

 

 What are Trans Fats? 
Why in News? 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan were among countries that need to act urgently against trans-
fat, the World Health Organization (WHO) has warned. 
 
What has the WHO said? 

1. Industrially produced trans-fats are found in hardened vegetable fats such as margarine and ghee 
(clarified butter) and are often present in snack foods, baked goods and fried foods. 

2. The substance is responsible for around 500,000 deaths due to coronary heart disease every year 
across the world. 15 countries account for two-thirds of the deaths linked to the substance. 

3. It is, however, often used by manufacturers because it has a longer shelf life and is cheaper than 
other, healthier choices that do not affect taste or cost. 

4. So far, 58 countries introduced laws to protect 3.2 billion people from the substance by the end of 
2021. But more than 100 countries still needed to take action to remove trans-fat from their food 
supply chains. 

5. None of the low-income or lower-middle-income countries have yet implemented best-practice 
policies, while seven of their upper-middle-income and 33 of their high-income counterparts did so. 

 
What are Trans fats? 
Trans fatty acids (TFAs) or Trans fats are the most harmful type of fats which can have much more adverse 
effects on our body than any other dietary constituent. 
These fats are largely produced artificially but a small amount also occurs naturally. Thus in our diet, these 
may be present as Artificial TFAs and/ or Natural TFAs. 

¶ Artificial TFAs are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the oil to produce fats resembling pure 
ghee/butter. 

¶ In our diet the major sources of artificial TFAs are the partially hydrogenated vegetable oils 
(PHVO)/vanaspati/ margarine while the natural TFAs are present in meats and dairy products, though 
in small amounts. 
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Harmful effects: 

¶ TFAs pose a higher risk of heart disease than saturated fats. While saturated fats raise total cholesterol 
levels, TFAs not only raise total cholesterol levels but also reduce the good cholesterol (HDL), which 
helps to protect us against heart disease. 

¶ Trans fats consumption increases the risk of developing heart disease and stroke. 

¶ It is also associated with a higher risk of developing obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart disease, metabolic 
syndrome, insulin resistance, infertility, certain types of cancers and can also lead to compromised fetal 
development causing harm to the yet to be born baby. 

 
Why they are increasingly being used? 
TFA containing oils can be preserved longer, they give the food the desired shape and texture and can easily 
ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ΨtǳǊŜ ƎƘŜŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦŀǊ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŦƛǘκǎŀǾƛƴƎΦ 
 
Efforts to reduce their intake: 

1. FSSAI put in place a 
regulation in 2016 halving the 
permissible quantum of 
trans-fats in edible fats and 
oils from 10% to 5%. 

2. WHO launched a REPLACE 
campaign in 2018 for global-
level elimination of trans-fats 
in industrially produced edible 
oils by 2023. 

3. FSSAI has set 2022 as the 
deadline. 

4. FSSAI plans to cap TFA at 3% 
by 2021 and 2% by 2022 in 
edible fats and oils. 

5. FSSAI launched ŀ ά¢Ǌŀƴǎ Cŀǘ 
CǊŜŜέ ƭƻƎƻ for voluntary 
labelling to promote TFA-free 
products. The label can be 
used by bakeries, local food 
outlets and shops for 
preparations containing TFA 
not exceeding 0.2 per 100 g/ml. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are trans fats? 
2. Why they are harmful? 
3. How and where they are produced? 
4. What is the permissible limit set by WHO 

and FSSAI? 

5. Replace Campaign is related to? 
6. About FSSAI. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are Trans fats? Why are they harmful? 
Discuss. 

 
Link:https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/india-south-asian-neighbours-must-act-against-trans-fat-
now-who-73305. 
 

 What is serial interval, and how can it be managed to control Covid-19? 
Why in News? 
China, which has now gone over a month without any locally transmitted Covid-19 cases, was able to contain 
Covid-19 due to its ability to manage the serial interval. 
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What is it? 
The serial interval is the duration between symptom onset of a primary case and symptom onset of 
secondary cases (contacts) generated by the primary case. 
In simple terms, the serial interval is the gap between the onset of Covid-19 symptoms in Person A and 
Person B, who is infected by Person A. 
 
When was it first used? 
The term was first used by British physician William Pickles, who had initially referred to it as transmission 
interval with reference to a hepatitis epidemic in the United Kingdom during 1942-45. 
 
Mains Factors on which Serial Interval depends: 
Incubation period: ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳǇtom onset. 
Reproduction rate or R naught: The number of people who will be infected by one infected person. 
 
Significance? What does changes in serial interval indicate? 
The serial interval helps to gauge the effectiveness of infection control interventions besides indicating rising 
population immunity and forecast future incidence. 
Thus, the more quickly persons who contracted Covid-19 are identified and isolated, the shorter the serial 
interval becomes and cuts down opportunities for transmission of the virus. 
 
What India needs to do? 
To manage serial interval, a robust system of 
contact tracing, quarantine, and isolation 
protocols should be in place. 
 
Case study: 
China: 
The serial interval in Wuhan came down from 
7.8 days to 2.6 days between early January and 
early February. 

 Quarantining contacts within 1 day from 
symptom onset helped reduce Covid-19 
transmission by 60 per cent. 

 This was made possible due to aggressive contact tracing, quarantine, and isolation, thereby ensuring 
that infected patients, because they were isolated, could not infect any more people later in the 
infection cycle. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is serial interval? 
2. What is R0? 
3. Difference between RNA and DNA. 
4. Differences between RT PCR and antibody 

tests. 

5. What is RNA virus? How it survives? 
6. What are antibodies? 

 
Mains Link: 
What is serial interval, and how can it be managed 
to control Covid-19?

 
Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/serial-interval-how-can-it-be-managed-to-control-
coronavirus-covid-19-6598366/. 
 

 Cat que virus: 
Context: 
Scientists have warned India of another virus -- cat que virus -- largely reported in China and having the 
potential to cause disease in India. 

 The presence of this virus in culex mosquitoes and pigs has been reported in China and Vietnam. 
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What is Cat Que virus? 
It is one of the arthropod-borne viruses (arboviruses). 
 
Spread: 

 Its natural host is a mosquito. 
 Domestic pigs are the primary mammalian host of CQV. 

 
Why India is more vulnerable? 

 Availability of vector, primary mammalian host (swine) and confirmation of CQV from jungle myna. 
 Besides, National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune researchers have found antibodies for the virus in 

two out of the 883 human serum samples which were taken from various Indian states, indicating that 
people at some point contracted the virus. 

 
Effects on Humans: 
It can cause febrile illnesses, meningitis and paediatric encephalitis in humans. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Cat Que Virus. 
2. Hosts. 
3. Where has it been reported across the 

world? 

4. What are arboviruses? 
 
Mains Link: 
What is Cat Que Virus? How is it spread? Discuss. 

 

 Second national 
sero-survey: 

Context: 
Results of the second national 
sero-survey have been released 
by the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR). 
 
What are Sero-surveys? 
They are conducted by drawing 
blood samples and checking for a 
specific class of antibodies called 
IgG that appear within two 
weeks of an infection. Because it 
is yet unclear how long antibodies 
detectably persist in the body, 
their presence only indicates 
past exposure to τ and not 
presence of τ the virus. 
 
Findings of the latest survey: 

 !ǊƻǳƴŘ т҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴay have been exposed to the novel coronavirus till the last 
fortnight of August.This is roughly a 10-fold jump in numbers from the first sero-survey conducted by the 
Council across 70 districts in 21 States that sought to estimate the likely number of infected until early 
May. 

 During the first survey, it emerged that there were 82-130 infections for every confirmed COVID-19 
positive case. That number has now dropped to 26-32 infections. 

 However, the numbers also suggest that the country still has an overwhelming majority of its population 
yet to be exposed to the virus and therefore, is far from any peak or herd immunity levels. 
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 The country wide prevalence of the virus was similar to that seen in the United States, which was around 
9.3%. Brazil and Spain had a prevalence of 2.8% and 4.6%. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is RT PCR? 
2. What is ELISA based test? 
3. What are antigens and antibodies? 
4. Differences between IgG and IgM 

antibodies. 
5. What is ICMR? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assays 
(ELISAs) Based test is carried out to detect the 
presence of SARS- COV2 in individuals. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GC37QB9FV.1&imageview=0. 

 

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures.  

 SAROD-Ports launched: 
Ψ{!wh5-tƻǊǘǎΩ stands for Society for Affordable Redressal of Disputes - Ports. 

¶ Launched by the Union Shipping Ministry. 

¶ It is Affordable Dispute Redressal Mechanism for all kind of disputes of maritime sector. 
SAROD-Ports is established under Societies Registration Act, 1860 with the following objectives: 

1. Affordable and timely resolution of disputes in fair manner. 
2. Enrichment of Dispute Resolution Mechanism with the panel of technical experts as arbitrators. 

 
Composition of the society: 
SAROD-Ports consists members from Indian Ports Association (IPA) and Indian Private Ports and Terminals 
Association (IPTTA). 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. The scheme has been launched by? 

2. Objectives. 
3. Composition of the said society. 

 

 Jammu and Kashmir Integrated Grievance Redress and Monitoring System 
(JK-IGRAMS): 

Context: 
Launched recently. 
 
Key points: 

¶ Launched on pilot basis for Jammu, Srinagar, and Reasi districts. 

¶ The system will replace the current portal launched by the government in 2018. 

¶ This is the first UT that will be linked to the central government systemτCPGRAMS. 
 
The mechanism: 

¶ Deputy Commissioners have been placed at the primary level for receiving, disposing of and 
monitoring grievances, the J&K administration. 

¶ All SPs and DCs will be made available at designated times five days a week. They will be available in 
their offices and anyone can go and meet them. 

 
Significance: 
The move comes at a time when a sense of disconnection and alienation has been growing among the people, 
especially in the Kashmir Valley, which has remained ƻƴ ŜŘƎŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ WϧYΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ 
year. 
 
What is the Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS).? 
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Developed by National Informatics Centre (Ministry of Electronics & IT [MeitY]), in association with Directorate 
of Public Grievances (DPG) and Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG).  
The underlying idea was to receive, redress and monitor the grievances of the public. 
Launched by the Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) under the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions. 
 
Key features: 

¶ The CPGRAMS provides the facility to lodge a grievance online from any geographical location.  

¶ It enables the citizen to track online the grievance being followed up with Departments concerned 
and also enables DARPG to monitor the grievance. 

¶ The procedure includes designating a senior officer as the Director of Grievances/Grievance officer in 
every office to ensure that the system remains accessible, simple, quick, fair and responsive, and fixing 
the time limit for disposal of work relating to public grievances and staff grievances. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPGRAMS? 
2. Developed by? 
3. Key features. 
4. First UT to be linked with CPGRAMS in 

India. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the key features of CPGRAMS. 
 
Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/new-grievance-redress-system-
unveiled-in-jk/article32584413.ece/amp/. 

 

 iRAD App: 
What is it? 
iRAD stands for Integrated Road Accident Database Project. 
The primary purpose of IRAD is to enhance road safety. 
 
Developed by: 
Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M) and will be implemented by the National Informatics Centre. 
 
How does it work? 
1. The IRAD mobile application will enable police personnel to enter details about a road accident, along with 

photos and videos, following which a unique ID will be created for the incident.  
2. Subsequently, an engineer from the Public Works Department or the local body will receive an alert on his 

mobile device.  
3. He or she will then visit the accident site, examine it, and feed the required details, such as the road design.  
4. Data thus collected will be analysed by a team at IIT-M, which will then suggest if corrective measures in 

road design need to be taken. 
5. Road users will also be able to upload data on road accidents on a separate mobile application. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. The app has been developed and launched 
by? 

2. About National Informatics Centre. 
3. How it works? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the key features of iRAD App. 

 
Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

 Mission Karmayogi- National Programme for Civil Services Capacity 
Building (NPCSCB): 

Context: 
Approved by the Union Cabinet recently. 
 
What is it? 
It is a New National Architecture for Civil Services Capacity Building. 
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It is also a Comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus at individual, institutional and process 
levels for efficient public service delivery. 
 
Institutional framework and implementation of the programme: 

1. PM led Public Human Resources (HR) Council to approve and monitor Civil Service Capacity Building 
Plans. 

2. Capacity Building Commission to harmonize training standards, create shared faculty and resources, 
and have supervisory role over all Central Training Institutions. 

3. Wholly owned Special Purpose Vehicle to own and operate the online learning platform and facilitate 
world-class learning content market-place. 

4. Coordination Unit headed by the Cabinet Secretary. 
 
The core guiding principles of the Programme will be: 

1. Supporting Transition from 'Rules based' to ϥwƻƭŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘΩ HR Management. 
2. To emphasize on 'on-site learning' ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻŦŦ-ǎƛǘŜΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
3. To create an ecosystem of shared training infrastructure including that of learning materials, 

institutions and personnel, 
4. To calibrate all Civil Service positions to a Framework of Roles, Activities and Competencies (FRACs) 

approach and to create and deliver learning content relevant to the identified FRACs in every 
Government entity. 

5. To make available to all civil servants, an opportunity to continuously build and strengthen their 
Behavioral, Functional and Domain Competencies in their self-driven and mandated learning paths. 

6. To enable all the Central Ministries and Departments and their Organizations to directly invest their 
resources towards co-creation and sharing the collaborative and common ecosystem of learning 
through an annual financial subscription for every employee. 

7. To encourage and partner with the best-in-class learning content creators including public training 
institutions, universities, start-tips and individual experts, 

8. To undertake data analytics in respect of data emit provided by iGOT- Karmayogi  pertaining  to  
various  aspects  of capacity  building, content creation, user feedback and mapping of competencies 
and identify areas for policy reforms. 

 

What is iGOT Karmayogi Platform? 
The Programme will be delivered by setting up an Integrated Government Online Training-
iGOTKarmayogiPlatform. 

¶ The platform brings the scale and state-of-the-art infrastructure to augment the capacities of 
over two crore officials in India. 

¶ The platform will evolve into a vibrant and world-class market place for content where 
carefully curated and vetted digital e-learning material will be made available. 

¶ Besides capacity building, service matters like confirmation after probation period, 
deployment, work assignment and notification of vacancies etc. would eventually be 
integrated with the proposed competency framework. 

 
Functions of various proposed bodies: 
Capacity Building Commission: 

1. To assist the PM Public Human Resources Council in approving the Annual Capacity Building Plans. 
2. To exercise functional supervision over all Central Training Institutions dealing with civil services 

capacity building. 
3. To create shared learning resources, including internal and external faculty and resource centers. 
4. To coordinate and supervise the implementation of the Capacity Building Plans with the stakeholder 

Departments. 
5. To set norms for common mid-career training programs across all civil services. 

 
A wholly owned Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV): 
It will be set up under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013. 
It will be a "not-for-profit" company. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       73  InsightsIAS 

It will own and manage iGOT-Karmayogi platform. 

¶ The SPV will create and operationalize the content, market place and manage key business services 
ofiGOT-Karmayogi platform, relating to content validation, independent proctored assessments and 
telemetry data availability. 

¶ It will own all Intellectual Property Rights on behalf of the Government of India. 
 
Public Human Resources Council: 

¶ It will include select Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, eminent public HR practitioners, thinkers, global 
thought leaders and Public Service functionaries under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Prime Minister. 

¶ It will serve as the apex body for providing strategic direction to the task of Civil Services Reform and 
capacity building. 

 
Larger significance of the programme: 
It aims to prepare the Indian Civil Servant for the future by making him more creative, constructive, 
imaginative, innovative, proactive, professional, progressive, energetic, enabling, transparent and 
technology-enabled. Empowered with specific role-competencies, the civil servant will be able to ensure 
efficient service delivery of the highest quality standards. 
 
INSTALINKS: 

PRELIMS LINK: 
COMPOSITION AND THE FUNCTIONS OF: 

1. PUBLIC HUMAN RESOURCES (HR) COUNCIL. 
2. CAPACITY BUILDING COMMISSION. 
3. SPECIAL PURPOSE VEHICLE. 

WHO WILL HEAD THE COORDINATION UNIT? 
WHO SHALL OWN AND OPERATE THE IGOT KARMAYOGI PLATFORM? 
UNDER THE PROGRAMME, WHO SHALL OWN ALL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS ON BEHALF OF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA? 
 
MAINS LINK: 
DISCUSS THE NEED FOR AND SIGNIFICANCE OF MISSION KARMAYOGI. 

 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.  

 Gilgit-Baltistan: 
Context: 
Pakistan has decided to elevate Gilgit-.ŀƭǘƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ a full-fledged province. 

 However, India has clearly conveyed to Pakistan that the entire union territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh, including the areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an integral part of the country by 
virtue of its fully legal and irrevocable accession. 

 
WhaǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Gilgit-Baltistan has functioned as ŀ άǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллфΦ 
It is controlled by Pakistan. 
Besides, in a recent order, the Pakistan Supreme Court also allowed the amendment to the Government of 
Gilgit-Baltistan Order of 2018 to conduct the general elections in the region. 
 
Where is Gilgit Baltistan located? 
It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west, Tajikistan in the north west and Kashmir in the south 
east. 
It shares a geographical boundary with Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and India considers it as part of the 
undivided Jammu and Kashmir, while Pakistan sees it as a separate from PoK. 
It has a regional Assembly and an elected Chief Minister. 
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Key points: 
 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

passes through this region. 
 The region is home to ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŜƛƎƘǘ-
ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘŜǊǎέ and to more than fifty 
peaks above 7,000 metres (23,000 ft).  

 ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊǎ 
outside the polar regions are found in 
Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 
How Pakistan took over it? 

 The British sold it, along with the rest of 
Jammu and Kashmir, to the Dogra ruler 
of Jammu, Gulab Singh, after defeating 
the Sikh army in 1846, but retained 
controlled over the area through a lease 
extracted from the Maharaja. 

 This lease was last renewed in 1935. In 1947, a British army officer of the rank of Colonel imprisoned 
aŀƘŀǊŀƧŀ IŀǊƛ {ƛƴƎƘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ in the region, and handed over the area for accession to Pakistan. 

 
Impediments ahead: 

 Gilgit- Baltistan is part of J&K and any such move would seriously damŀƎŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ŎŀǎŜΦ Two 
UN resolutions of August 13, 1948 and January 5, 1949 clearly established a link between GB and the 
Kashmir issue. 

 Making the region its fifth province would thus violate the Karachi Agreement τ perhaps the only 
instrument ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ D. τ as well as the 
UN resolutions that would damage its position on the Kashmir issue. 

 Any such move would also be violative of the 1963 Pak-China Boundary Agreement that calls for the 
ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƻǇŜƴ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ άŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀέ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ the 1972 Simla Agreement ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
ǳƴƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Gilgit- Baltistan- Location, neighbours and 
important rivers flowing through. 

2. What is Karachi Agreement related to? 
3. The 1963 Pak- China Boundary Agreement. 
4. 1972 Simla Agreement. 
5. About PoK and CPEC. 

 
Mains Link: 
Where is Gilgit- Baltistan? How it came under the 
control of Pakistan? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMN7P7BT1.1&imageview=0. 
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 Pak. told to alƭƻǿ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴǎel: 
Context: 
After being stuck on the issue of who will represent 
Kulbhushan Jadhav in the civilian court in Pakistan, India 
has invoked the Commonwealth grounds to end the 
debate over the appointment of his counsel. 

 India has called for the appointment of an 
Indian lawyer or a Queen's Counsel for the 
death row prisoner, Kulbhushan Jadhav, so that 
he receives a fair trial in his death sentence 
review. 

 
Background: 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ƻŦ 
negotiations between the two sides to ensure a free 
and fair trial. 

 The International Court of Justice had asked 
Pakistan to ensure a fair review of the death 
sentence, but India says Pakistan has not 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ άǳƴƛƳǇŜŘŜŘέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǿΦ 

 
Who is a Queen's Counsel? 
Queen's Counsel is a barrister or advocate, appointed 
Counsel to the UK Crown on the recommendation of 
the Lord Chancellor. 
Queen's counsels are recognised in almost all courts 
around the world. 
A Queen's Counsel is appointed from within the legal 
profession on the basis of merit rather than the level of 
experience. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About ICJ. 
2. Differences between the International 

Criminal Court and the International Court 
of Justice. 

3. ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭΚ 
4. Key Functions. 

5. What are commonwealth countries? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GJP7P7RED.1&imageview=0. 

 

 Indus Water Treaty: 
Context: 
September 19 marks the 60th anniversary of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) between India and Pakistan. 
 
About the Indus Water Treaty: 
It is a Water-Distribution Treaty, signed in Karachi in 1960, between India (PM Jawaharlal Nehru) and Pakistan 
(President Ayub Khan), brokered by the World Bank. 
 
Who has control over what? 

 Under the treaty, India has control over water flowing in the eastern riversς Beas, Ravi and Sutlej. 
 Pakistan has control over the western riversς Indus, Chenab and Jhelum. 

 
Water for other purposes: 
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 India is allowed to use 20% water of the western 
rivers for irrigation, power generation and 
transport purposes. 

 It also granted 3.6 million acre-feet (MAF) of 
άǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅέ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
western rivers. 

 
Key features of the treaty: 

 As per the treaty, the water commissioners of 
Pakistan and India are required to meet twice a 
ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ 
and critical river head works. 

 Both the sides share details of the water flow and 
the quantum of water being used under the 
treaty. 

 The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation 
and information exchange between the two 
countries regarding their use of the rivers. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Indus and its tributaries. 
2. When was Indus Water treaty signed? 
3. Who brokered the treaty? 
4. Highlights of the treaty? 
5. Functions of Permanent Indus Commission. 
6. Hydroelectric projects in News in this 

regard. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Indus Water Treaty. 
 

Link: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/indianexpress.co
m/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-
there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-
6601741/lite/. 

 

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings  and agreements involving India and/or  
affecting Indiaôs interests. 

 The Quad: 
Why in News? 
/ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ {ǘŀŦŦ DŜƴΦ .ƛǇƛƴ wŀǿŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨvǳŀŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳέ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ 
navigation in the Indian Ocean-Pacific region τ a statement that could rile up China. 
 
What is Quad grouping? 
The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 

¶ All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests of 
unhindered maritime trade and security. 

¶ The idea was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
move ahead with Australia pulling out of it. 

  
Significance of the grouping: 

¶ Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and collaborate on projects of 
mutual interest. 

¶ Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development and 
economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime security. 
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¶ It is one of the many avenues for 
interaction among India, Australia, 
Japan and the US and should not be 
seen in an exclusive context. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀŘΚ 

¶ There is a general understanding that 
the Quad would not take on a military 
dimension against any country. The 
strategic community in China, 
nevertheless, had branded it an 
ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ά!ǎƛŀƴ b!¢hέΦ 

¶ bƻǘŀōƭȅΣ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ta {ƘƛƴȊƻ !ōŜΩǎ ά/ƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ {Ŝŀǎέ address to the Indian Parliament gave a 
fresh impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the economic rise of India. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Quad- composition. 
2. When was it first proposed? 
3. Countries and important islands in the 

Indian Ocean region. 
4. Geographical overview of Indo-Pacific 

region. 
5. Important seas and straits in the region. 

 

Mains Link: 
A formal revival and re-invigoration of the Quad is 
called for to maintain peace and tranquillity and to 
ensure observance of the UN Law of the Seas. 
Examine. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/quad-
should-ensure-freedom-of-navigation-in-indian-
ocean-gen-rawat/article32517321.ece. 

 

 .wL/{ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ 
Context: 
The рǘƘ .wL/{ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ was held through video conference under the Chairpersonship of 
Russian Federation. 
 
Basic facts that you must know about BRICS: 
BRICS ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa. 

¶ In 2001, ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛǎǘ WƛƳ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ BRIC to describe the four emerging 
economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and China. 

¶ The grouping was formalised during the first meeting of BRIC Foreign Ministers in 2006. 

¶ South Africa was invited to join BRIC in December 2010, after which the group adopted the acronym 
BRICS. 

 
Other key points: 

¶ The chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with the 
acronym B-R-I-C-S. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ .wL/{ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜŘ ŀƴnually. 

¶ During the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) the leaders signed the Agreement establishing the 
New Development Bank (NDB). They also signed the BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement. 

 
Here, Cooperation among members is achieved through: 

1. Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the national governments. 
2. Track II: Engagement through government-affiliated institutions, e.g. state-owned enterprises and 

business councils. 
3. Track III: Civil society and People-to-People engagement. 

 
InstaLinks: Prelims Link: 
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1. BRICS- origin, when South Africa joined? 
2. About the New Development Bank (NDB). 
3. Which are the NDB funded projects in 

India? 
4. Fortaleza declaration is related to? 
5. What is the BRICS Contingent Reserve 

Arrangement? 
 

Mains Link: 
What is the mandate of New Development Bank 
and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank? Examine 
whether the coming of NDB and AIIB changes the 
rules of development financing vis-à-vis the 
western dominated multilateral financing 
institutions? 

 

 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): 
Why in News? 
Meetings of the SCO defence ministers and foreign ministers were recently held in Russia. 
 
About the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): 
It is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation. 

¶ LǘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai (China) by the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ YȅǊƎȅȊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ the Republic of Tajikistan, and 
the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

¶ It was preceded by the Shanghai Five mechanism. 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Charter was signed during the St.Petersburg SCO Heads of State 
meeting in June 2002, and entered into force on 19 September 2003. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {/hΩǎ official languages are Russian and Chinese. 
 
¢ƘŜ {/hΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states; promoting their effective 
cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technology and culture, as well as in education, energy, 
transport, tourism, environmental protection, and other areas; making joint efforts to maintain and ensure 
peace, security and stability in the region; and moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and 
rational new international political and economic order. 
 
Bodies under SCO: 

1. Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO. It meets once a year and 
adopts decisions and guidelines on all important matters of the organisation. 

2. SCO Heads of Government Council (HGC) ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴǳƭtilateral 
cooperation strategy and priority areas, to resolve current important economic and other cooperation 
issues, and also to approve the ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 

3. Two permanent bodies τ the SCO Secretariat 
based in Beijing and the Executive Committee of 
the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) 
based in Tashkent. 

4. The SCO Secretary-General and the Director of 
the Executive Committee of the SCO RATS are 
appointed by the Council of Heads of State for a 
term of three years. 

 
Currently: 

¶ SCO comprises eight member states, namely the 
Republic of India, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ YȅǊƎȅȊ Republic, 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Russian 
Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the 
Republic of Uzbekistan. 

¶ SCO counts four observer states, namely the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Belarus, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Mongolia. 
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¶ SCO has six dialogue partners, namely the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Armenia, the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, the Republic of Turkey, and the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Shanghai Five? 
2. When was SCO charter signed and when it 

entered into force? 
3. SCO founding members. 
4. When did India join the group? 

5. Observers and dialogue partners of SCO. 
6. Permanent bodies under SCO. 
7. Official languages of SCO. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the objectives and significance of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 

 

 G20: 
Why in News? 
A virtual meeting of G20 Education Ministers was held recently to discuss and share experiences of member 
countries in the three identified areas of Education - Continuity in Times of Crises, Early Childhood Education 
and Internationalization in Education. 

¶ The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is hosting G-нл [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƛƴ нлнлΦ 
 
What is the G20? 
The G20 is an annual meeting of leaders from the countries with the largest and fastest-growing economies. Its 
members account for 85% of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ D5tΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ-thirds of its population. 

¶ The G20 Summit is formally known as ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƳƳƛǘ ƻƴ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέΦ 
 
Genesis of G20: 
After the Asian Financial Crisis in 1997-1998, it was acknowledged that the participation of major emerging 
market countries is needed on discussions on the international financial system, and G7 finance ministers 
agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting in 1999. 
 
Presidency: 
The group has no permanent staff of its own, so every year in December, a G20 country from a rotating region 
takes on the presidency. 

¶ That country is then responsible for organising the next summit, as well as smaller meetings for the 
coming year. 

¶ They can also choose to invite non-member countries along as guests. 

¶ The first G20 meeting took place in Berlin in 1999, after a financial crisis in East Asia affected many 
countries around the world. 

 
Full membership of the G20: 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European 
Union. 
 
What is G20+? 
The G20 developing nations, also called 
G21/G23/G20+ is a bloc of developing nations which 
was established on August 20, 2003. It is distinct from 
the G20 major economies. 

¶ The G20+ originated in September 2003 at the 
5th ministerial conference of the WTO held at 
Cancun, Mexico. 

¶ Its origins can be traced to the Brasilia 
Declaration signed by the foreign ministers of 
India, Brazil and South Africa on 6th June 2003. 
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¶ ¢ƘŜ DнлҌ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ сл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ нс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
70% of its farmers. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. G20 vs G20+ vs G7 vs G8. 
2. Objectives and sub- groups. 
3. Overview of Geographical locations of the 

member countries. 
4. Overview of the 2003 Brasilia Declaration. 

5. Who is is hosting G-нл [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƛƴ 
2020? 

 
Mains Link: 
Do you think the recent G20 summits have turned 
into talking shops rather than getting down to brass 
tacks? Critically analyse. 

 

 India, China agree on 5-point action plan: 
Context: 
India and China have agreed on a five-point course of action to disengage and reduce tensions along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC). 
 
The five-point plan is: 

1. following the conseƴǎǳǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ bŀǊŜƴŘǊŀ aƻŘƛ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ·ƛ WƛƴǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎέΦ 

2. disengaging quickly to ease tensions. 
3. abiding by the existing India-China border protocols and avoiding escalatory action. 
4. continuing the dialogue between the Special Representatives, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and 

Mr. Wang, as well as the other mechanisms. 
5. working towards new confidence-building measures (CBMs). 

 
What are the immediate challenges? What has not been addressed so far? 

1. Nothing has been spoken about returning to ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻ ŀƴǘŜέ ƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ-off 
in April. 

2. India has also not categorically called on China to retreat from positions it has aggressed on at 
Pangong Tso, Depsang and other parts of the LAC. 

 
What needs to be done both by India and China? 

¶ The immediate task is to ensure a comprehensive disengagement of troops in all the friction areas. 
That is necessary to prevent any untoward incident in the future. 

¶ The final disposition of the troop deployment to their permanent posts and the phasing of the process 
is to be worked out by the military commanders. 

 
Why do face-offs occur? 
They mainly occur in areas along the LAC. The LAC has never been demarcated. 

¶ Differing perceptions are particularly acute in around two dozen spots across the Western (Ladakh), 
Middle (Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand), Sikkim, and Eastern (Arunachal Pradesh) sectors of the 
India-China border. 

¶ Face-offs occur when patrols encounter each other in the contested zones between overlapping claim 
lines. 

¶ Protocols agreed to in 2005 and 2013 detail rules of engagement to prevent such incidents, but have 
not always been adhered to. 

 
Why has not the LAC been clarified? 
India has long proposed an exercise to clarify differing perceptions of the LAC to prevent such incidents. Maps 
were exchanged in the Middle Sector, but the exercise fell through in the Western Sector where divergence is 
the greatest. 

¶ China has since rejected this exercise, viewing it as adding another complication to the on-going 
boundary negotiations. 
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¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ [!/Σ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
claims of the other, paving the way to regulate activities in contested areas until a final settlement of 
the boundary dispute. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, 
geographical extent and significance? 

2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 

6. Where is Naku La? 
7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake 

region? 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India 
and China. 

 

 United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements 
Resulting from Mediation: 

Why in News? 
The convention came into force on 12th September 2020. 
 
What you need to know? 

¶ The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on 20th December 2018 and it was 
opened for signature on 7th August 2019 in Singapore. 

¶ It is also known as the Singapore Convention on Mediation and also the first UN treaty to be named 
after Singapore. 

 
Key Features of the Convention: 

¶ Applicability: The Convention will apply to international commercial settlement agreements resulting 
from mediation. 

¶ Non- applicability: It will not apply to international settlement agreements that are concluded in the 
course of judicial or arbitral proceedings and which are enforceable as a court judgment or arbitral 
award. It will also not apply to settlement agreements concluded for personal, family or household 
purposes by one of the parties (a consumer), as well as settlement agreements relating to family, 
inheritance or employment law. 

¶ The courts of a contracting party will be expected to handle applications either to enforce an 
international settlement agreement which falls within the scope of the Convention or to allow a party 
to invoke the settlement agreement in order to prove that the matter has already been resolved, in 
accordance with its rules of procedure, and under the conditions laid down in the Convention. 

 
Signatories: 
The Convention has 53 signatories, including India, China and the U.S. 

¶ India approved the signing of the Convention in July 2019. 
 
Benefits for India: 

¶ Signing of the Convention will boost the confidence of the investors and shall provide a positive signal 
to foreign investors about IndƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
Dispute Resolution (ADR). 

¶ Businesses in India and around the world will now have greater certainty in resolving cross-border 
disputes through mediation, as the Convention provides a more effective means for mediated 
outcomes to be enforced. 

 
Link: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.com/business/singapore-convention-on-mediation-
comes-into-force/article32589671.ece/amp/. 
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 China says India violated border agreements: 
Context: 
/Ƙƛƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ōƭŀƳŜŘ LƴŘƛŀ ŦƻǊ άǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎέ ōorder agreements and said India bore responsibility for the recent 
tensions. 

 This comes a day after Defence Minister Rajnath Singh told Parliament that China had, by amassing 
troops along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) this summer, violated the 1993 and 1996 boundary 
agreements that have helped keep the peace along the border for years. 

 
What do 1993 and 1996 agreements say? 
India and China have signed various agreements on border managementτ signed in September 1993, 
November 1996, April 2005 and October 2013. 
Unfortunately, these are deeply flawed agreements and make the quest for settlement of the boundary 
question at best a strategic illusion and at worst a cynical diplomatic parlour trick.  
 

1. 1993 Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control in the 
Sino-Indian Border: 

As per the agreementΣ ōƻǘƘ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ άƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƭŜǾŜƭέ ŀƴŘ άǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘǊƻƻǇ ƭŜǾŜƭǎέ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ and good relations between 
them. 
 

2. 1996 Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures: 
Thiǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ άƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
reduction of troop levels in the border areas. 

 It also allows the parties to observe and inspect troop movements in each other territory upon 
invitation. 

 In this agreement too, the two sides agreed to reduce or limit their military forces within mutually-
agreed geographical zones along the LAC. 

 It also specifies the maƧƻǊ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǊ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΥ άŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘŀƴƪǎΣ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 
combat vehicles, guns etc. 

 Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άώƴϐŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƛǊŜΣ ŎŀǳǎŜ ōƛƻ-degradation, use hazardous chemicals, 
conduct blast operations or hunt with guns or explosives within two kilometers from the line of actual 
control. 

 
What's the issue now? 

 These agreements are there just on 
papers. They have no bearing on the 
ground reality. 

 The agreements do not reflect any 
attempt to have each side recognise 
the otherΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
troops at the time they were signed. 

 Also, the absence of a definition of 
LAC allows ever new and 
surreptitious advances on the 
ground. 

 
Background: 
India and China have recently agreed on a 
five-point course of action to disengage and 
reduce tensions along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC). 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, 
geographical extent and significance? 
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2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 
6. Where is Naku La? 
7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake 

region? 
 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India 
and China. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G3G7P4A2D.1&imageview=0. 

 

 U.S. keen on finalising BECA at 2+2 dialogue: 
Context: 
The U.S. is expecting India to sign the last foundational agreement, Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement for Geo-Spatial cooperation (BECA), at the next India-U.S. 2+2 ministerial dialogue likely to held in 
October end. 
 
Foundational agreements between India and the US: 
So far, India has signed three foundational agreements: 

1. The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 
2. The Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA). 
3. The General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) was signed a long time ago. An 

extension to the GSOMIA, the Industrial Security Annex (ISA), was signed at the last 2+2 dialogue. 
 
What is BECA? 
This agreement would facilitate exchange of geospatial information between India and United States for both 
military and civilian use. 
 
Significance and benefits for 
India from BECA: 
BECA will allow India to use US 
expertise on geospatial 
intelligence and to enhance 
military accuracy of automated 
hardware systems and weapons 
like cruise, ballistic missiles and 
drones. 
 
What is 2+2 Dialogue? 
The 2+2 dialogue is the highest-
level institutional mechanism 
between India and US that brings 
together the perspectives of the two countries on foreign policy, defence and strategic issues. 
 
The new dialogue format was agreed to between the India and the US during the visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to Washington D.C. in June, 2017. 

 The dialogue mechanism includes defence and foreign ministers of the two countries. 
 It replaced India-U.S. Strategic and Commercial Dialogue for trade and commercial issues. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are foundational agreements? 
2. About BECA. 
3. Agreements signed by India and the US. 
4. What is 2+2 Dialogue? 

5. Countries having 2+2 dialogue mechanism 
with India. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GMN7P7CET.1&imageview=0. 
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Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on Indiaôs 
interests, Indian diaspora.  

 Qatari labour laws reforms: 
Context: 
Qatar has brought about a change in its labour laws. The reforms, which were announced by the Emir of Qatar 
in October 2019, were signed into law recently. 

¶ These reforms are now applicable to workers of all nationalities and in all sectors, including domestic 
workers who were previously excluded. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ vŀǘŀǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƭŀǿǎΚ 
!ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ΨƪŀŦŀƭŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎrant 
workers needed to get from their employers before changing jobs. 

¶ Now, workers will have to serve a one-month notice period if they have worked for less than two years 
and notice period of two months if they have worked longer. 

Increasing the minimum wage by 25 per cent to $274 or 1000 Qatari riyals and an additional 300 QAR for food 
and 500 QAR for accommodation in case not provided by the company. 
 
Background: 
Qatar has introduced a series of labour reforms since its selection as the 2022 World Cup host, with the event 
setting in motion a huge construction programme employing foreign workers. 
 
What is kafala? 
¢ƘŜ ΨƪŀŦŀƭŀΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀȅǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ΨƎǳŜǎǘǎΩΦ 
YŀŦŀƭŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜΩ ƻǊ Ψǘo tŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΩ ƛƴ !ǊŀōƛŎΦ 

¶ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŀ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƻǊ 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ όΨƪŀŦŜŜƭΩύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 

¶ The migrant worker cannot enter the country, transfer employment nor leave the country for any 
reason without first obtaining explicit written permission from the kafeel. 

 
When did the kafala system start? 
The kafala system began in the 1950s when several Middle East countries started hiring foreign workers to 
accelerate development following the discovery of oil. 
 
Where is the kafala system practiced? 
It is being practiced in the Gulf Cooperation Council member countries of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, and also in the Arab states of Jordan and Lebanon. 
 
Concerns associated with this practice, why it should be abolished? 

1. Human rights groups say the migration management system enables exploitation and forced laborτ
labor extracted by under the threat of penalty, and not offered voluntarily by the worker. 

2. The media have likened employment conditions under kafala to άƳƻŘŜǊƴ-Řŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦέ 
3. Some migrant workers end up absconding from their employers to seek refuge elsewhere. In the Gulf 

states, absconding is considered a crime and that leads to indefinite detention and deportation. 
4. Complaining puts them in conflict with their sponsor, who has the power to cancel their residence visa 

and have them deported. 
5. The kafala directly contradicts the labour law. The employer can dictate the recruitment process and 

working conditions. 
6. It restricts labour mobility. It prohibits any mobility on part of the worker unless approved by the 

kafeel. If the kafeels are unwilling to let them go, workers cannot leave them for better employment. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Geographical location of Qatar. 
2. Recent labour law reforms. 

3. What is Kafala system? 
4. Countries where Kafala system is 

practiced? 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       85  InsightsIAS 

Mains Link: 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƪŀŦŀƭŀΩ ƭŀōƻǳǊ system? Recently Qatar 
abolished this system. Discuss its significance. 
 

Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explai
ned-what-are-the-recent-changes-in-qatari-labour-
laws-6579084/. 

 

 U.S. Foreign Agents Act: 
Context: 
The BJP has become the first mainstream political party from India to have named itself as a foreign principal 
of an organisation in the United States, after the Overseas Friends of the BJP (OFBJP) registered under the 
1938 Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) under the U.S. Department of Justice. 
 
Implications: 

¶ Following the registration, the OFBJP will have to declare any meetings 
with U.S. legislators, organisation of events and funding from U.S. 
groups. 

¶ It will also not be possible for OFBJP members to use organisational help 
during the U.S. elections as it would then be seen as foreign 
interference. 

 
About FARA: 

¶ The law came into force in 1938 to combat the spread of fascist 
propaganda into the United States. 

¶ It requires foreign agents to register with the Justice Department and disclose their activities to the 
public. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ άŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ǉǳŀǎƛ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
capacity [to]disclose their relationship with the foreign government and information about related 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΦέ 

 
Why is it used? 

¶ FARA is an important tool to identify foreign influence in the United States and address threats to 
national security. 

¶ The central purpose of FARA is to promote transparency with respect to foreign influence within the 
United States by ensuring that the US government and the public know the source of certain 
information from foreign agents intended to influence American public opinion, policy and laws, 
thereby facilitating informed evaluation of that information. 

 
Violation of the law: 
ά²ƛƭƭŦǳƭ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŦƛƴŜ ƻŦ ϷнрлΣлллΣ ƻǊ 
both. The punishment for certain lesser violations is a jail term of no more than six months or a fine of $5,000, 
or both. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. US FARA law is related to? 
2. India's first political party to have named 

itself a foreign principal of an organisation 
in the United States. 

3. Implications of becoming a foreign 
principal of an organization under FARA. 

4. Who has to compulsorily register under 
FARA? 

5. What happens in case of violation? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the 1938 Foreign Agents 
Registration Act (FARA) under the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 
 
Link: 
https://ww w.google.com/amp/s/www.thehindu.co
m/news/national/bjp-unit-registers-under-us-
foreign-agents-registration-
act/article32573176.ece/amp/.
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Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.  

 UNSC 1267 committee: 
Why in News? 
Recently, the UNSC threw out a Pakistani attempt to get two Indians designated as terrorists under Resolution 
1267. This was the third such attempt by Pak this year. 
 
What is UNSC 1267 committee? 
It was first set up in 1999, and strengthened after the September 11, 2001 attacks. 

¶ It is now known as ǘƘŜ 5ŀΩŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ !ƭ vŀŜŘŀ {ŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ 

¶ It comprises all permanent and non-permanent members of the UNSC. 

¶ The 1267 list of terrorists is a global list, with a UNSC stamp. It is full of Pakistani nationals and 
residents. 

 
What is the process by which people are listed under UNSC 1267? 

¶ Any member state can submit a proposal for listing an individual, group, or entity. 

¶ The 1267 Committee meets as required with a notice of four working days. 

¶ Decisions on listing and de-listing are adopted by consensus. 

¶ The proposal is sent to all the members, and if no member objects within five working days, the 
proposal is adopted. !ƴ άƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ curtains for the proposal. 

¶ Any member of ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ άǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƘƻƭŘέ on the proposal, and ask for more 
information from the proposing member state. During this time, other members may also place their 
own holds. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇŜƴŘƛƴƎέ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎǳch time as the member state that 
Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ άƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
holds remove them within a timeframe laid down by the Committee. 

¶ Pending issues must be resolved in six months, but the member state that has placed the hold may 
ask for an additional three months. At the end of this period, if an objection is not placed, the matter is 
considered approved. 

 
Any proposal for listing must meet set criteria: 
The proposal must include acts or activities indicating the proposed individual/group/entity had participated 
άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ άL{L[ ό5ŀΩŜǎƘύΣ 
Al-Qaida or any cell, affiliate, splinter group or derivativŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦέΦ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is UNSC 1267 committee? 
2. When was it established? 
3. Composition. 
4. What is the 1267 list? 
5. Process by which people are listed under 

UNSC 1267. 
6. Criteria that a proposal must meet for 

listing. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and functions of the UNSC 1267 
Committee. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/unsc-
rejects-pakistan-attempt-to-list-indians-on-terror-
list/article32507766.ece. 

 

 Novichok and the CWC: 
Why in News? 
Novichok, Germany says was used to poison Alexei Navalny, a critic of Russian President Vladimir Putin who is 
in a coma in a Berlin hospital. 
 
What is Novichok? 
It was developed in the Soviet Union in the 1970s and 1980s. 

¶ The name bƻǾƛŎƘƻƪ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊέΦ It is used for a family of highly toxic nerve agents. 
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¶ Novichok agents are believed to be five to 10 times more lethal than other poisonous substances like 
VX gas. 

 
What's the issue now? 
The weaponisation of any chemical is banned under the 1997 Chemical Weapons Convention, of which 
Moscow is a signatory. 

¶ However, Moscow is not believed ever to have declared Novichok or its ingredients to the Hague-based 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which oversees a treaty banning their 
use. 

 
Background: 
Novichok were added to ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƛst of controlled substances last year. This was 
the first time that the list was updated since it was agreed upon in the 1990s. 
 
What is Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)? 
It is a multilateral treaty that bans chemical weapons and requires their destruction within a specified period 
of time. 
The CWC is implemented by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which is 
headquartered in The Hague (OPCW won the 2013 Nobel peace prize). 
The CWC is open to all nations and currently has 193 states-parties. Israel has signed but has yet to ratify the 
convention. 

¶ Three states have neither signed nor ratified the convention-  Egypt, North Korea and South Sudan. 
 
The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits: 

1. Developing, producing, acquiring, stockpiling, or retaining chemical weapons. 
2. The direct or indirect transfer of chemical weapons. 
3. Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use. 
4. Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other states to engage in CWC-prohibited activity. 
5. The use of riot control ŀƎŜƴǘǎ άŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΦέ 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Novichok, which was in news 
recently? 

2. Key provisions under the Chemical 
Weapons Convention. 

3. About the Organization for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons. 

4. States which have neither signed nor 
ratified the convention. 

5. Is India a party to this convention? 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the organizational structure, vision and 
functioning of the Organisation for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW).

 
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/what-is-novichok-the-poison-germany-says-was-used-on-
alexei-navalny/article32511471.ece. 
 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization: 
Why in News? 
Greece rejects NATO mediation. 

¶ Lǘ ǎŀȅǎ ΨŘŜ-ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿǎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƪ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Over recent weeks, tensions have been rising in the waters of the Eastern Mediterranean, prompted by what 
seems like a simple rivalry over energy resources. 

¶ Turkey has pursued an aggressive gas exploration effort, its research vessel heavily protected by 
warships of the Turkish Navy. 

¶ There have been encounters with rival Greek vessels and a third Nato country, France, has become 
involved, siding with the Greeks. 

¶ These tensions also highlight another shift in the region ς the decline of US power. 
 
Cause for latest tensions: 
Tensions are mounting to breaking point between Turkey and Greece over TurkŜȅΩǎ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǿork near the 
Mediterranean island of Cyprus, which like Greece is an EU member country. 

¶ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ пп ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩ 
exclusive economic zone as its own. 

¶ Cyprus was split along ethnic lines in 1974 when Turkey invaded in the wake of a coup by supporters 
of union with Greece. 

 
About North Atlantic Treaty Organization: 
It is an intergovernmental military alliance. 

¶ Established by Washington treaty. 

¶ Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 

¶ Headquarters τ Brussels, Belgium. 

¶ Headquarters of Allied Command 
Operations τ Mons, Belgium. 

 
Significance: 
It constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence 
in response to an attack by any external party. 
 
Composition: 
Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the alliance from the original 12 
countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020. 

¶ NATO membershiǇ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ άŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
Treaty and to contriōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΦέ 

 
Objectives: 
Political ς NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and cooperate on defence and 
security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict. 
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Military  ς NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military 
power to undertake crisis-management operations. These are carried out under the collective defence clause 
ƻŦ b!¢hΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ς Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or under a United Nations mandate, alone or 
in cooperation with other countries and international organisations. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. NATO- genesis and headquarters. 
2. What is NATO Allied Command 

Operations? 
3. Who can become members of NATO? 
4. Overview of the Washington Treaty. 
5. Countries surrounding the North Atlantic 

Ocean. 

6. Latest NATO member. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the objectives and significance of NATO. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/tur
key-greece-start-talks-to-reduce-risk-of-conflict-
says-nato-chief/article32524657.ece. 

 

 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): 
Why in News? 
Iran has granted IAEA inspectors access to one of two sites where undeclared nuclear activity may have taken 
place in the early 2000s. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Iran signed the nuclear deal in 2015 with the United States, Germany, France, Britain, China and Russia. Known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA, it allows Iran only to keep a stockpile of 202.8 kilograms 
(447 pounds). 

¶ However, as per IAEA reports, Iran continues to increase its stockpile of enriched uranium in violation 
of limitations set in the deal. 

 
Why this oversight is necessary? 

1. The suspected work on a uranium metal disk, which could be used as a nuclear weapon component, 
and on neutronsτwhich are used to trigger a nuclear implosionτpoint to Iranian work on a neutron 
initiator for a nuclear weapons test or nuclear weapons device. 

2. LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ǳǊŀƴƛǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ōȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ рл҈ ǎƛƴŎŜ CŜōǊǳary to 1,572 kilograms. That 
Ǉǳǘǎ LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǳŜƭ ŦŀǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ нлнΦу ƪƛƭƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмр 
nuclear accord. 

3. With 1,000 kilograms of low-enriched uranium, Iran would likely have enough material to fuel a single 
bomb once the material is further enriched, a process some experts believe could take as little as three 
months. 

 
About IAEA: 
Set up as ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ά!ǘƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ in 1957 within the United Nations family. 
Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 
 
Functions: 

¶ Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and 
peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

¶ Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons. 

 
Board of Governors: 
22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic diversity) τ elected by the General Conference (11 
members every year) ς 2 year term. 

¶ At least 10 member states τ nominated by the outgoing Board. 

¶ Board members each receive one vote. 
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Functions: 

¶ Recommendations to the General 
Conference on IAEA activities and budget. 

¶ Responsible for publishing IAEA standards. 

¶ Responsible for making most of the policy 
of the IAEA. 

¶ Appoints the Director General subject to 
General Conference approval. 

 
Programs: 

1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy 
(PACT). 

2. Human Health Program. 

3. Water Availability Enhancement Project. 
4. International Project on Innovative Nuclear 

Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. Members of IAEA. 
5. Programs of IAEA. 

6. Board of Governors- composition, voting 
and functions. 

7. What is Uranium Enrichment? 
 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on JCPOA. 

 

 ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ 
condition? 

Context: 
The $1 billion World Bank loan to curb covid pandemic for 
India comes with a condition of άǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ in 
procurements. 
 
What is "universality eligibility" condition? 
This would mean that all preferential market access 
policies, including Public Procurement Order, Micro Small 
& Medium Enterprises (MSME) Policy, certain benefits to 
start-ups, shall not be applicable on purchases made while 
implementing the national project. 
 
Other conditions set by the World Bank: 
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The World Bank would have the right to review the procurement documents, inspect/audit all accounts, 
records and other files relating to the project. Compliance to these conditions has been made mandatory for 
the funding. 
 
Background: 
World Bank has approved м ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ¦{5 ŀƛŘ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ άLƴŘƛŀΩǎ /h±L5-19 Special Protection 
wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέΦ 

¶ Of the 1 billion USD aid, around 550 million USD is to be credited by the IDA (International 
Development Association) and 220 million USD by the IBRD (International Bank of Reconstruction 
and Development). The final maturity amount of the loan is 18.5 years. It also includes a grace period 
of five years. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Institutions under World Bank group. 
2. Difference between IDA and IBRD. 
3. Types of loans by IDA. 
4. Headquarters of these institutions. 
5. What is universal eligibility condition? 

 

Mains Link: Discuss how funds from international 
institutions are helping India tackle COVID 19 
pandemic. 
 
Link:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thehin
du.com/news/national/no-preference-for-make-in-
india-in-world-bank-project-to-curb-
covid/article32655167.ece/amp/. 

 

 Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB): 
Context: 
Election Commission of India has completed one year of Chairmanship of the Association of World Election 
Bodies (A-WEB). 
 
About The Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB): 

 It is the largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.  
 Established on October 14, 2013 in Song-do, South Korea. 
 Permanent secretariat is located at Seoul. 
 Aims to foster efficiency and effectiveness in conducting free, fair, transparent and participative 

elections worldwide. 
 
Composition: 
115 EMBs as Members & 16 Regional Associations/Organisations as Associate Members. 
 
Sources: PIB. 
 
What is Arab League? 
It is a regional organization of Arab countries in and around North Africa, the Horn of Africa and Arabia. 
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Formed in Cairo on 22 March 1945 with six members: Kingdom of Egypt, Kingdom of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia, and Syria. Currently, the League has 22 members, ōǳǘ {ȅǊƛŀΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ 
since November 2011, as a consequence of government repression during the Syrian Civil War. 

 Main goal is to άŘǊŀǿ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-ordinate collaboration 
between them, to safeguard their independence and sovereignty, and to consider in a general way the 
ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ άΦ 

 
Why in News? 
In a response to the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain normalising their ties with Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority has formally stepped down from 
a key role in the Arab League. 
 
What's the issue? 
The United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Bahrain 
signed deals in Washington on September 15, which 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ aƛŘŘƭŜ 
9ŀǎǘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ !Řministration, drew criticism from the Palestinians - seen as a serious blow to their efforts 
to end illegal Israeli occupation and achieve an independent state. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Arab league- formation.  
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. Israel- Palestine issue. 
5. Two- Nation theory. 

Mains Link: 
What does US ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 
capital means to various stakeholders? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GTA7PLU5C.1&imageview=0. 

 

 G4 seeks time-bound reform of Security Council: 
Who are G4 Nations? 
The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which support each other's 
bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council. 
 
Basis for these demands: 

 Each of these four countries have figured among the elected non-permanent members of the council 
since the UN's establishment. 

 Their economic and political influence has grown significantly in the last decades, reaching a scope 
comparable to the permanent members (P5). 

 
Support: 

 The United Kingdom and France have backed the G4's bid for permanent seats on the United Nations 
Security Council. 

 Japan has received support from the United States and the United Kingdom. 
 All the permanent members of P5 have supported India's bids for permanent seat on the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) but China had previously implied that it is only ready to support India's 
bid for a permanent seat on United Nations Security Council if India did not associate its bid with Japan. 

 Brazil has received backing from three of the current permanent members, namely France, Russia, and 
the United Kingdom. 

 
Opposition: 

 There has been discontent among the present permanent members regarding the inclusion of 
controversial nations or countries not supported by them. 

 For instance, Japan's bid is heavily opposed by China, Russia and South Korea who think that Japan still 
needs to make additional atonement for war crimes committed during World War II. 
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 Under the leadership of Italy, countries that strongly oppose the G4 countries' bids have formed the 
Uniting for Consensus movement, or the Coffee Club, composed mainly of regional powers that 
oppose the rise of some nearby country to permanent member status. 

 
Why in News now? 
The foreign ministers of the G4 countries held a 
virtual meeting coinciding with the 75th 
session of the UN General Assembly during 
which they held extensive discussion on the 
need for urgent reform of the UNSC. 

 They expressed their concern over lack 
of any "meaningful" forward 
movement on long-pending reform of 
Council and demanded "urgency" on 
the issue. 

 
What are their demands? 

1. Permanent seats should be given in the 
council for these countries. 

2. There is a clear need for an enhanced 
role of developing countries and of 
major contributors to the United 
Nations to make the Council more 
legitimate, effective and 
representative. 

3. Africa needs to be represented in both the permanent and non-permanent categories to correct the 
historical injustice against this continent with regard to its under-representation. 

4. Need for text-based negotiations within a fixed time frame for the UNSC reform. 
 
Present structure of the UNSC: 
At present, the UNSC comprises five permanent members and 10 non-permanent member countries which 
are elected for a two-year term by the General Assembly of the UN. 

 The five permanent members are Russia, the UK, China, France and the United States. 
 These countries can veto any substantive resolution.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Name the permanent members of UNSC? 
2. How are non permanent members elected? 
3. Voting powers at UNSC. 
4. How are non permanent seats distributed? 
5. UNGA vs UNSC. 
6. What is G4 group? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss why India should be given a permanent 
seat at the UNSC. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=GPH7POMC4.1&imageview=0. 

 

 South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC): 
Context: 
Foreign Ministers' meeting of SAARC Nations was held recently. 
 
India's call: 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘΣ LƴŘƛŀ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ {!!w/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ άŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǳǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΣ 
including the forces that nurture, support and encourage an environment of terror and conflict, which impede 
ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {!!w/ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƛǘǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀέΦ 
 
Now, let us understand about SAARC: 
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What is SAARC? When was it established? 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was 
established with the signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 
December 1985. 

 Afghanistan became the newest member of SAARC at 
the 13th annual summit in 2005. 

 The Headquarters and Secretariat of the Association are 
at Kathmandu, Nepal. 

 
Importance of SAARC: 

 SAARC comprises о҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ нм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ оΦу҈ ό¦{ϷнΦф ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
global economy. 

 Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ most densely populated region and one 
of the most fertile areas. 

 SAARC countries have common tradition, dress, food 
and culture and political aspects thereby synergizing 
their actions. 

 All the SAARC countries have common problems and 
issues like poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition, natural 
disasters, internal conflicts, industrial and technological 
backwardness, low GDP and poor socio-economic 
condition. 

 
Why SAARC is relevant for India now? 
India has to re-think about SAARC, which has been in the 
doldrums since 2014. This is especially necessary to counter 
China's growing aggression and economic dominance in the 
region. 
India started investing in other regional instruments, such as BIMSTEC, as an alternative to SAARC. 

 However, BIMSTEC cannot replace SAARC for reasons such as lack of a common identity and history 
among all BIMSTEC members. 

 aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ .La{¢9/Ωǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ ƻŦ .ŜƴƎŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘƻ 
engage all South Asian nations. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. SAARC vs BIMSTEC. 
2. BBIN 
3. Motor Vehicle Agreement. 
4. What is CPEC? 

5. Belt and Road initiative. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss how SAARC revival helps India deal with 
China. 

 

 Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia 
(CICA): 

Context: 
Special Ministerial conference of CICA was held recently. India also participated in the event. 
 
What is CICA? 
It is an inter-governmental forum for enhancing cooperation towards promoting peace, security and stability in 
Asia. 

 The key idea of the Conference is based on the priority of the indivisibility of security, joint initiative 
and mutually beneficial interaction of small and large states. 

Secretariat: Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 
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Meeting and summits: 
 The CICA Summit is convened every four years in order to conduct consultations, review the progress 

of, and set priorities for CICA activities. 
 Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs is required to be held every two years. 

 
Genesis: 
The idea of convening the CICA was first proposed by Kazakhstan in October 1992, at the 47th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

 However, the first meeting of the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs was held on 14 September 1999 
with participation of 15 Member States. 

 The first CICA summit was held on 4 June 2002 with participation of 16 Member States and Almaty 
Act, the charter of the CICA, was adopted. 

 
Membership: 
27 member states; 8 observer states; 5 observer organizations. 
For becoming a member of CICA, a state must have at least a part of its territory in Asia. 

 All decisions within CICA framework are taken by consensus. 
 
InstaLinks: 

1. CICA. 
2. When was it formed? 
3. Why was it formed? 
4. Objectives. 
5. Functions. 

6. Who can be a member? 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G227PSQ1Q.1&imageview=0. 

 

 Retrospective taxation: the Vodafone case, and the Hague court ruling: 
Context: 
In a unanimous decision, the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague has ruled that: 

1. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ retrospective demand of Rs 22,100 crore as capital gains and withholding tax imposed on 
±ƻŘŀŦƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ нллт ŘŜŀƭ ǿŀǎ άƛƴ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέΦ 

2. India should not to pursue the tax demand any more against Vodafone Group. 
 
What is the case? 

1. In May 2007, Vodafone bought a 67% stake in Hutchison Whampoa for $11 billion. 
2. In September that year, Indian government raised a demand of Rs 7,990 crore in capital gains and 

withholding tax from Vodafone, saying the company should have deducted the tax at source before 
making a payment to Hutchison. 

3. Vodafone challenged the demand notice in the Bombay High Court, which ruled in favour of the 
Income Tax Department. 

4. Then, Vodafone challenged the judgment in the Supreme Court, which in 2012 ruled that Vodafone 
DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŎƻƳŜ ¢ŀȄ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ 1961 was correct and that it did not have to pay any 
taxes for the stake purchase. 

5. But, the same year, the then Finance Minister, the late Pranab Mukherjee, circumvented the Supreme 
/ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ōȅ proposing an amendment to the Finance Act, thereby giving the Income Tax 
Department the power to retrospectively tax such deals.  

The case had by then become infamous as ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǎŜΩΦ 
 
What happened after India passed the retrospective taxation law? 
The Act was passed by Parliament in 2012 and the onus to pay the taxes fell back on Vodafone. 

 Later, Vodafone Group invoked Clause 9 of the Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) signed between India 
and the Netherlands in 1995. 

!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ф ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .L¢ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ Ŏƻntracting party and the other 
contracting party in connection with an investment in the territory of the other cƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ 
as possible be settled amicably through negotiations. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G227PSQ1Q.1&imageview=0
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=G227PSQ1Q.1&imageview=0


 

www.insightsonindia.com       96  InsightsIAS 

 
What is the Bilateral Investment Treaty? 
The BIT was signeŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
jurisdiction. 

 ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .L¢Σ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ treatment and shall enjoy full protection and 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊέΦ 

 
What did the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague say? 

 It ruled in favour of Vodafone. Because, the taxation 
was in violation of the BIT and the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL). 

 The tribunal also said that now since it had been 
established that India had breached the terms of the 
agreement, it must now stop efforts to recover the 
said taxes from Vodafone. 

 It also directed India to pay £4.3 million ($5.47 
million) to the company as compensation for its 
legal costs. 

 
What is retrospective taxation? 
As the name suggests, retrospective taxation allows a 
country to pass a rule on taxing certain products, items or services and deals and charge companies from a 
time behind the date on which the law is passed. 

 Countries use this route to correct any anomalies in their taxation policies that have, in the past, 
allowed companies to take advantage of such loopholes. 

 While governments often use ŀ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƻ άŎƭŀǊƛŦȅέ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǿǎΣ ƛǘ 
ends up hurting companies that had knowingly or unknowingly interpreted the tax rules differently. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. PCA- composition, functions and members. 
2. Are PCA rulings binding on parties. 
3. Clause 9 of the Bilateral Investment Treaty 

(BIT) signed between India and the 
Netherlands in 1995. 

4. What is retrospective taxation? 

5. Overview of UNCITRAL. 
 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the functions and significance of PCA. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle
?OrgId=G1H7Q016D.1&imageview=0. 

 

 G7 backs extension of debt freeze: 
Context: 
G7 finance ministers has backed an extension of a G20 bilateral debt relief initiative ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ 
countries, but said it must be revised to address shortcomings hindering implementation. 
 
About the G20 bilateral debt relief initiative: 
G20 nations, in April this year, agreed to freeze bilateral government loan repayments for low-income 
countries until the end of the year as part of a plan to tackle the health and economic crises triggered by the 
coronavirus pandemic and prevent an emerging markets debt crunch. 

 The group also called on privatŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ άǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘŜǊƳǎέ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳǳƭǘƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōŀƴƪǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ LaC ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΣ άǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
options for thŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜōǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘέΦ 

 
What is G7? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¢ƘŜ DтΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ DуΣ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ мфтр ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
leading industrial nations. 

¶ The summit gathers leaders from the European Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

 
How did G7 become G8? 

¶ Russia was formally inducted 
as a member in the group in 
1998, which led G7 to 
become G8. 

¶ However, Russian President 
±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ 
condemnable act of moving 
Russian troops into eastern 
Ukraine and conquering 
Crimea in 2014 drew heavy 
criticism from the other G8 
nations. 

¶ The other nations of the 
group decided to suspend 
Russia from the G8 as a 
consequence of its actions 
and the group became G7 again in 2014. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. G7 vs G8 vs G20. 
2. Geographical location of member 

countries. 
 

Mains Link: Discuss the relevance of G7 countries 
today. What are the reforms necessary to make the 
grouping more effective? 
 
Link:https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareA
rticle?OrgId=G1H7PVATO.1&imageview=0. 

 

  Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH): 
Context: 
LƴŘƛŀƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ tab/I Ψ!ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ±ƛŘŜƻ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
The event was co-hosted by the White Ribbon Alliance (WRA) and Every Woman Every Child (EWEC). 

 Theme this year was the effort to protect hard earned gains in the field of Reproductive, Maternal and 
Child Health from the COVID pandemic. 

 
About the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (The Partnership, PMNCH): 
Launched in 2005, PMNCH is an alliance of more than 1000 organizations in 77 countries from the sexual, 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health communities, as well as health influencing 
sectors. 

 The vision and goals of the new Partnership were outlined in "The Delhi Declaration" ς a landmark 
statement developed by participants of "Lives in the Balance: The Partnership Meeting for Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health", held in New Delhi, India, 7-9 April 2005. 

 
Governance: 
The Partnership is governed by a Board, and administered by a Secretariat hosted at the World Health 
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Roles and functions: 

 The Partnership provides a platform for organizations to align objectives, strategies and resources, and 
agree on interventions to improve maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mob ilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment.  

 What are Open Market Operations? 
Context: 
RBI has announced the following measures to cool the rising bond yields and assuage liquidity pressures that 
could arise due to advance tax outflows: 

1. Two more tranches of ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǿƛǎǘΩ aggregating Rs 20,000 crore. 
2. Term repo operations aggregating Rs 1 lakh crore in September. 
3. Created more room under the so-called ΨƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΩ όI¢aύ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ .ŀƴƪǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ 

from September 1, 2020 to park their fresh G-Sec acquisitions. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǿƛǎǘΩΚ 
ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǿƛǎǘΩ ƛǎ w.LΩǎ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘ-term securities and buying of long term securities 
through open market operations (OMO). Under this mechanism, the short-term securities are transitioned 
into long-term securities. 
 
Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ w.L ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǿƛǎǘΩΚ 

¶ This operation involves buying and selling government securities simultaneously in order to bring down 
long-term interest rates and bolster short-term rates. 

¶ There is an inverse relationship between the bond prices and their yields. As the central bank buys 
long-term securities (bonds), their demand rise which in turn pushes up their prices. 

¶ However, the bond yield comes down with an increase in prices. Yield is the return an investor gets on 
his (bond) holding/investment. 

¶ The interest rate in an economy is determined by yield. Thus, lower long-term interest rates mean 
people can avail long-term loans (such as buying houses, cars or financing projects) at lower rates. 

¶ This also results in a dip in the expected returns from long-term savings which tilts the balance from 
saving towards spending. Hence, cheaper retail loans can help encourage consumption spending 
which is the largest GDP component in the economy. 

 
Benefits: 

¶ Fixed income investors with higher exposure to long term debt will benefit from easing yield of long-
term bonds. 

¶ Consumers/borrowers ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǿƛǎǘΩ ŀǎ the retail loans will now get cheaper. 

¶ Cheaper retail loans mean a boost in consumption and spending in the economy which in turn will 
revive growth. 

 
What are Open Market Operations? 
OMOs are the market operations conducted by the RBI by way of sale and purchase of G-Secs to and from the 
market with an objective to adjust the rupee liquidity conditions in the market on a durable basis. 

¶ When the RBI feels that there is excess liquidity in the market, it resorts to sale of securities thereby 
sucking out the rupee liquidity. 

¶ Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, the RBI may buy securities from the market, thereby 
releasing liquidity into the market. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Types of Government securities? 
2. What are T- Bills? 
3. Which government securities carry 

interest? 

4. Which securities are sold at discounted 
price? 

5. Difference between monetary vs fiscal 
policies. 

6. What is Operation Twist? 
 

Mains Link: Discuss the significance of Operation Twist being conducted by RBI.
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 Start-Up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP): 
Why in News? 
SVEP has made an impressive progress and has extended business support services and capital infusion to 153 
blocks of 23 states as of August 2020.  

¶ Around, 2,000 trained cadre of Community Resource Person-Enterprise Promotion (CRP-EP) are 
providing services to rural entrepreneurs and as on August 2020, around 100,000 enterprises are 
supported by them. 

 
What is Start-Up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP)? 
Implemented by Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana ςNational Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), Ministry of 
Rural Development, as a sub-scheme since 2016. 
Focus of the scheme: Providing self-employment opportunities with financial assistance and training in 
business management and soft skills while creating local community cadres for promotion of enterprises. 

¶ Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad is the technical support partner 
of SVEP. 

¶ SVEP promotes both individual and group enterprises, set-up and promote enterprises majorly on 
manufacturing, trading and service sectors. 

 
Who are community resource persons ς enterprise promotion? 
The programme seeks to develop pool of community resource persons ς enterprise promotion (CRP-EP) who 
are local and support entrepreneurs setting-up rural enterprises. 

¶ The CRP-EPs are certified and provides business support services to the entrepreneurs. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About SVEP. 
2. It is a sub scheme under? 
3. Implementing Ministry? 
4. Focus of the Programme. 
5. Does it cover group enterprises? 
6. Who are CRP-EPs? 

7. Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana ςNational 
Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM)- 
targets. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the key features and significance of 
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana ςNational Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). 

 

 EASE 2.0 Banking Reforms Index: 
Context: 
Recently, the EASE (Enhanced Access and Service Excellence) 2.0 Banking Reforms Index on performance of 
Public Sector Banks (PSB) from March 2018-2020 was released and best performing banks on EASE were 
felicitated. 
 
What is EASE Reforms Agenda? 

¶ It was launched in January 2018 jointly by the government and PSBs. 

¶ It was commissioned through LƴŘƛŀƴ .ŀƴƪǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ .ƻǎǘƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ Group. 

¶ EASE Agenda is aimed at institutionalizing CLEAN and SMART banking. 

¶ The Index measures performance of each PSB on 120+ objective metrics. 
 
What is EASE 2.0? 
EASE 2.0 builds on the foundation of EASE 1.0 and introduces new reform Action Points across six themes to 
make reforms journey irreversible, strengthen processes and systems, and drive outcomes. 
 
The six themes of EASE are: 

1. Responsible Banking. 
2. Customer Responsiveness. 
3. Credit Off-take. 
4. PSBs as UdyamiMitra (SIDBI portal for credit management of MSMEs). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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5. Financial Inclusion & Digitalisation. 
6. Governance and HR. 

 

Performance of PSB on EASE 2.0 Index: 
1. The Public Sector Banks (PSBs) have shown a healthy trajectory as their overall score increased by 37% 

between March-2019 and March-2020. 
2. The PSBs have adopted tech-enabled, smart banking in all areas, setting up retail and MSME Loan 

Management Systems for reduced loan turn-around time and PSBloansin59minutes.com and TReDS for 
digital lending. 

3. The Bank of Baroda, State Bank of India, and erstwhile Oriental Bank of Commerce were felicitated for 
being the top three in ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǇ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ .ŀƴƪǎΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ 

4. The Bank of Maharashtra, Central Bank of India & erstwhile Corporation Bank were awarded in the 
Ψ¢ƻǇ LƳǇǊƻǾŜǊǎΩ Ŏŀǘegory. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Ease Reforms Agenda has been 
commissioned by? 

2. Differences between EASE 1.0 vs 2.0 vs 3.0. 
3. Themes of EASE 2.0. 

4. ¢ƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǇ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ .ŀƴƪǎΩ 
category. 

5. .ŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƻǇ LƳǇǊƻǾŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ 
 
Mains Link: 
What is EASE 2.0 Banking Reforms Index? How are 
PSBs ranked? 

 

 RBI issues draft on rupee IR derivatives: 
Context: 
RBI has released the draft version of Rupee Interest Rate Derivatives (Reserve Bank) Directions, 2020. 

¶ They are aimed at encouraging higher non-resident participation, enhance the role of domestic market 
makers in the offshore market, improve transparency, and achieve better regulatory oversight. 

 
Key directions: 

¶ It seeks to allow foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) to undertake exchange-traded rupee interest rate 
derivatives transactions subject to an overall ceiling of Rs 5,000 crore. 

¶ Net short position of an FPI on exchange-traded IRDs should not exceed its long position in 
government securities and other rupee debt securities.  

¶ The purpose of offering Rupee IRD contracts to a user, the market-maker (entities which provide bid 
and offer prices to users in order to provide liquidity to the market) should classify the user either as a 
retail user or as a non-retail user. 

¶ Non-retail users, as per the draft, are entities regulated by RBI, SEBI, IRDAI or PFRDA; resident 
companies with a minimum net worth of Rs 500 crore; and non-residents, other than individuals. 

 
What are IRDs? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/















































































































































































