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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements about the 
Government of India Act 1858.  

1. It abolished the East India Company Rule 
in India.  
2. It changed the entire structure of 
government in India prevailing earlier.  
3. As per the Act, Indian Government was to 
be supervised and controlled in England.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
2) Which of the following Parliamentary committees 
are not chaired by Speaker? 
 1. Public Accounts Committee 
 2. Business Advisory Committee 
 3. Estimates Committee 
 4. Rules Committee 
 5. Committee on Public Undertakings 
 6. General Purposes Committee 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2, 4, 6 
 b) 1, 3, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 4, 5, 6 
 
3) What are the possible actions an Election 
Commission can take against candidates and political 
parties? 
 1. Election Commission cannot bar 
candidates or leaders from campaigning for specified 
periods. 

2. The EC monitors the adherence of political 
parties and candidates to the ‘Model Code of 
Conduct’. 

3. It can postpone elections to any 
constituency, cancel an election already notified, but 
cannot abrogate or annul an election already held. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 3 only 

 
4) Consider the following statements about the 
office of ‘whip’. 

1. The office has been established by Rules 
of Business in each House of Parliament. 
2. Only the ruling party is allowed to have a 
whip in each house of Parliament. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
5) The Constitution lays down which of the following 
conditions for the governor’s office or selection to 
the Governor’s office? 

1. The Governor should not belong to the 
state where is appointed. 
2. The Governor’s appointment must be 
made after consulting the chief Minister of 
the state. 
3. A serving Governor cannot be a member 
of either House of Parliament or a House of 
the state legislature. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3  

 
6) Consider the following statements.  
 1. The First Lok Sabha met on the eve of the 
first republic day. 

2. India ceased to be a British dominion 
immediately post-enactment of the constitution.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
7) Consider the following statements regarding the 
functions of National Commission for STs with 
respect to the protection and welfare of STs. 

1. Measures to be taken over conferring 
ownership rights in respect of minor forest 
produce to STs living in forest areas 
2. Measures to be taken to promote the 
traditional practice of shifting cultivation 
3. Measures to be taken to safeguard rights 
of the tribal communities over water 
resources  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
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8) Consider the following statements regarding the 
financial accountability of the legislature to the 
executive.  

1. The CAG submits audit reports to the 
President. 
2. Public Accounts Committee examines CAG 
reports.  
3. Public Accounts Committee submits the 
audit report of CAG to the President after 
due examination.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 2, 3  

 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In Indra Sawhney vs Union of India, the 
Supreme Court held that reservations under Article 
16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry 
into government service but not in matters of 
promotion. 
 2. In Nagaraj case the Supreme court said 
that the State is bound to make reservation for the 
SCs and STs in promotions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
10) Consider the following statements with respect 
to powers of Election Commission. 
 1. Election Commission can disqualify 
candidates who commit electoral malpractices. 
 2. The Constitution empowers the Election 
Commission to decide whether a candidate has 
incurred disqualification by holding an office of 
profit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
11) For simultaneous elections to be implemented, 
changes need to be made in which of the following 
related articles of the Constitution? 
 1. Duration of Houses of Parliament 

2. Dissolution of Lok Sabha by the President 
3. President’s Rule 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 

 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
112) Consider the following statements regarding 
privilege motion. 
 1. A member may, with the consent of the 
Speaker or the Chairperson, raise a question 
involving a breach of privilege either of a member or 
of the House or of a committee thereof. 
 2. The Speaker/Chairperson is the only 
deciding authority on the privilege motion. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System 
(ETPBS). 
 1. ETPBS is developed by Election 
Commission of India with the help of Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 
 2. It is a fully secured system, having two 
layers of security. 
 3. Service Voter and the wife of a Service 
Voter who ordinarily resides with him is eligible for 
ETPBS. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) Which of the following are the functions of 
Parliamentary committees. 
 1. Examine ministerial budgets and consider 
Demands for Grants. 
 2. Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha or the Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
 3. Exercise the views of a political party on a 
proposed bill through the party whip. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding 
Estimates committee 
 1. It suggests alternative policies in order to 
bring about efficiency in administration. 
 2. It estimates the Budget before it is voted 
by the Parliament. 
 3. It cannot question the policy laid down by 
the Parliament 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
16) The first Law Commission was established, under 
the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay which 
recommended codification of the Penal Code and 
the Criminal Procedure Code, by the  

a) Government of India Act 1935 
b) Charter Act of 1833  
c) Law Commission Act, 1967 
d) Government of India Act of 1919 

 
17) Consider the following statements regarding the 
constitution of India? 

1. It is a set of written rules that are 
accepted by all people living together in a 
country.  
2. It specifies how the government will be 
constituted and the distribution of decision-
making power therein.   
3. It expresses the aspirations of the people 
about creating a good society. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3   
 

18) The writ of “Quo Warranto” can be issued to 
address which of the following? 

a) If an official is not doing her duties 
properly 
b) If a legislator holds such office which 
makes him ineligible to become an MP 
c) If someone has been detained illegally 
d) If a lower court has usurped illegal 
jurisdiction 

 
19) Consider the following statements.  
 1. There is no code of Conduct for members 
of either house of Parliament in India.  

2. Other than the UK and US, no other 
country prescribes a code of conduct for the 
Parliamentarians.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding 
Governor’s legislative powers. 

1. If a bill passed by the state legislature 
endangers the position of the state high 
court, the Governor must reserve the bill for 
consideration of the President.  
2. If a bill sent by Governor for the 
reconsideration of the State legislature is 
passed again without amendments, the 
Governor is under no constitutional 
obligation to give his assent to the bill.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2   
d) None of the above  

 
 

2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Cotton is a drought resistant crop ideal for 
arid climates. 

2. Food products are also derived from 
cotton like edible oil and animal feed from the seed. 

3. India is the only country to grow all four 
species of cultivated cotton. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Equator passes through which of the following 
countries? 
 1. Indonesia  

2. Maldives  
3. Somalia 

 4. Brazil 
 5. Kenya 
 6. Ecuador 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 b) 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
3) Tropic of Cancer passes through which of the 
following countries? 
 1. India 
 2. Pakistan 
 3. Bangladesh 
 4. China 
 5. Myanmar 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4, 5 
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 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
4) Which of the following techniques for soil 
conservation is best used in coastal and flat dry 
areas? 

a) Sheltered belts 
b) Terrace farming 
c) Countour barriers 
d) Countour ploughing 

 
5) Apart from Latitude and Altitude, which of the 
following factors affect the climate of a region?  

1. Pressure and wind systems  
2. Continentality  
3. Ocean currents  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
6) In geological history of the earth, Panthalasa was 
a  

a) Super Ocean present in Paleozoic to 
Mesozoic transition.  
b) Super Ocean present in Pre – Cambrian 
Era  
c) Super Continent present in Pre – 
Cambrian Era  
d) Super Continent present in Paleozoic to 
Mesozoic transition.  

 
7) Consider the following statements: 
 1. The soil develops on crystalline igneous 
rocks in areas of low rainfall. 
 2. They are generally poor in nitrogen, 
phosphorous and humus. 
 3. They are fertile when fine-grained and are 
poor in fertility when they are coarse-grained. 
The above statements refer to: 
 a) Laterite soil 
 b) Black Soil 
 c) Red and Yellow Soil 
 d) None of the above 
 
8) What is/are the difference(s) between 
troposphere and stratosphere? 

1. Jet aircrafts fly in stratosphere, not in 
troposphere. 
2. Stratosphere is the layer with auroras, not 
troposphere. 
3. Most of the Weather patterns occur in the 
troposphere, not in stratosphere. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
9) Which of the following statements concerning 
atmosphere of the Earth is/are correct? 

1. In stratosphere, temperature increases 
with altitude. 
2. In mesosphere, temperature decreases 
with altitude. 
3. The lowest temperature of the 
atmosphere is recorded in the upper part of 
mesosphere. 
4. Tropopause is an isothermal zone. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 2, 3  
c) 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
10) The standard time meridian of India passes 
through which of the following Asian countries? 
 1. China 
 2. Nepal 
 3. Sri Lanka 
 4. Bangladesh  
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 4  

 
11) Which of the following can lead to/speed up 
Weathering of rocks  
 1. Seepage of water 
 2. Air Pollution 
 3. Frost action 
 4. Thermal stresses  
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1, 2, 4 
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  

  
12) In which of these regions you are most likely to 
find extreme variability in weather patterns? 

a) Tropical rainforests 
b) Interiors of large continents 
c) Coastal regions 
d) Temperate plains near large water bodies 

 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Black Soils.    
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1. It is highly porous  
2. It can be found in the Malwa Plateau  
3. It is rich in potash, but poor in calcium 
carbonate.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 2, 3  

 
14) Which among the following Asian rivers flows 
eastwards and drains in the East China Sea? 

a) Yangtze 
b) Mekong 
c) Tumen 
d) Irrawaddy 

 
15) Consider the following statements: 

1. Estuaries are more favourable than deltas 
for the siting of large ports. 
2. Limestone vegetation in tropical regions is 
luxuriant because of the heavy rainfall all the 
year round. 
3. Ria coasts, Fiord coasts, Estuarine coasts 
and Dalmatian coasts are examples for the 
coastline of emergence. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
16) Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 
 Mountain   
 Place 
 1. Mount Kilimanjaro  
 Africa  
 2. Mount Aconcagua  
 South America 
 3. Mount Sinabung  
 Indonesia 
 4. Mount Paektu  
 Philippines 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A volcanic eruption takes place when 
magma formed when the earth’s mantle melts, rises 
to the surface.  

 2. The explosivity of the volcano depends on 
the composition of the magma. 
 3. When the magma is runny and thin it 
usually leads to a violent explosion. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 
 Waterfalls   Location 
 1. Jog Falls   Karnataka 
 2. Barehipani Falls  Meghalaya 
 3. Thalaiyar Falls  Tamil Nadu 
 4. Nohkalikai Falls  Odisha 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
19) In terms of longitudinal position, which of the 
following is located far away from the Indian 
Standard Meridian  

a) Lucknow 
b) Kanpur  
c) Nagpur 
d) Bengaluru 

 
20) Consider the following statements regarding 
Aurora or Northern lights. 

1. Auroras are the glowing lights at high 
latitude. 
2. Auroras can be normally observed in 
stratosphere. 
3. Change in the atmospheric temperature 
cause Auroras. 

Which of the above statement is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
21) Why the Southern Hemisphere does not 
experience cold and harsh climate like the Siberia?   

1. Relative absence of land in the Southern 
Hemisphere in the higher latitudes   
2. Strong oceanic influence on the climate 
reduces the severity of winter 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
22) Mineral extraction from several Himalayan 
regions is commercially unviable because of the  
 1. Complex rock structure of Himalayas 
 2. Rugged terrain and adverse climatic 
conditions  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
23) Features of the youth stage of a river usually 
include 

1. Stream divides are broad with marshes 
and swamps   
2. Waterfalls and rapids may exist where 
hard rocks are found 
3. Streams meander freely forming natural 
leeves and ox-bow lakes 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1 only  

 
24) Equatorial counter-currents are major surface 
flows that carry water eastward in the Atlantic, 
Indian, and Pacific Oceans. The factors that 
contribute to their flow includes: 
 1. Presence of Coriolis force 

2. Tropical surface wind flow leading to 
piling of water near the equator 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
25) Consider the following statements regarding 
Cyclones. 
 1. Cyclones are sustained by very strong low-
pressure areas at their core.  

2. Very few cyclones originate in the Arabian 
Sea, but they are relatively strong compared to 
those emerging in the Bay of Bengal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

 

3. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, bank nationalisation started 
under the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
 2. The basic idea behind Lead Bank Scheme 
(LBS) was to have an ‘area approach’ for targeted 
and focused banking. 

3. Narasimham Committee of 1991 
recommended that banks should be free to practise 
commercial modes of operation, with profitability as 
the primary goal. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Cash 
reserve ratio (CRR). 

1. The percentage of cash required to be 
kept in reserves, vis-a-vis a bank’s total 
profits, is called the Cash Reserve Ratio. 
2. Banks do not get any interest on the 
money that is with the RBI under the CRR 
requirements. 
3. CRR helps in keeping inflation under 
control. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Which of the following are the factors considered 
behind the market determined exchange rates? 
 1. Net foreign currency inflows 
 2. Growth rate of the economy 
 3. Commodity dependence of the economy 
on global supplies 
 4. Forex reserves 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding GDP 
deflator. 
 1. GDP deflator is a measure of the level of 
prices of all new, domestically produced, final goods 
and services in an economy in a year.  
 2. Unlike the CPI, the GDP deflator is not 
based on a fixed basket of goods and services. 
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 3. When GDP deflator is negative, it 
necessarily means that there is inflation in the 
economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding 
Primary co-operative credit societies (PACS).   

1. Primary co-operative credit societies can 
do banking business without a license from RBI. 

2. These entities are not allowed to raise any 
deposits from their members or general public.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

6) Core Inflation does not indicate a price rise in 
which of these commodities?  
 1. Consumer goods 
 2. Hydrocarbon fuel 
 3. Food products  
 4. IT products  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 4  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 3, 4  

 
7) Laffer curve is a relationship between 

a) Tax rate and tax elasticity   
b) Tax rate and tax buoyancy 
c) Tax buoyancy and tax elasticity   
d) Tax revenue and tax rate   

 
8) Consider the following statements about 
International Finance Corporation (IFC).  

1. It is an arm of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) that offers investment, advisory, 
and asset-management services. 
2. It encourages private-sector 
development in developing countries. 
3. IFC also focuses on sustainable 
agriculture, healthcare and education. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 

9) Consider the following statements about Treasury 
Bills (T-Bills).  

1. These are issued to meet short-term 
mismatches in receipts and expenditure. 
2. These can be issued by the government as 
well as bluechip companies.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
10) Which of the following statements about 
Monetary Policy Framework Agreement is correct? 
 a) It is an agreement between Government 
and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on the maximum 
tolerable inflation rate that RBI should target to 
achieve price stability. 
 b) It is an agreement between Government 
and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on the minimum 
inflation rate that RBI should target to achieve 
growth. 
 c) It is an agreement between Banks and 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to ensure that the 
changes in the Interest rates are passed on to the 
customers. 
 d) Both b and c 
 
11) In an economy with an inverted yield curve 
 1. It is more profitable when invested on 
bonds with a shorter duration than on bonds that 
have a longer duration. 
 2. Government bonds will always yield a 
higher return than corporate bonds.  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2   
d) None of the above  

 
12) The nationalisation of banks was a watershed 
moment in the history of Indian banking. It coincided 
with 

a) Founding of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) 
b) Announcement of the first Industrial 
Policy   
c) Founding of NABARD 
d) None of the above  

 
13) Consider the following statements. 

1. Non-convertible debentures (NCDs) are 
debt instruments that companies issue to 
investors to raise money for their capital 
requirements. 
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2. The Government has made it mandatory 
for all listed companies, non-banking 
financial companies (NBFC) and housing 
finance companies (HFCs) to create a 
Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR) for 
their outstanding bonds. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
14) Which of the following statements is correct 
regarding Accommodative monetary policy? 
 a) Central banks reduce the money supply to 
keep inflation under control 
 b) Central banks expand the money supply 
to boost the economy 
 c) Central banks increase the interest rates 
frequently 
 d) None of the above 
 
15) When the Reserve Bank of India cuts the repo 
rate by 50 basis points, which of the following is 
likely to happen? 

a) India's GDP growth rate increases 
drastically 
b) Foreign Institutional Investors will bring 
more capital into our country 
c) Scheduled Commercial Banks may cut 
their lending rates 
d) It may drastically reduce the liquidity to 
the banking system 

 
16) Which of the following are the major economic 
challenges for a State Economy? 
 1. Deciding what goods to produce 
 2. Ensuring a balance between supply and 
demand of goods 

3. To ascertain the level of investment 
required for an optimal productive capacity in the 
economy 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
17) Consider the following statements regarding the 
finances of the state governments.  

1. The average fiscal deficit of state 
governments has always shot above that of 
the Central government during the last 
decade.  

2. Most states meet their revenue deficit 
targets by increasing revenue since they are 
not allowed to borrow from the markets.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2    
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
18) ‘Total Factor Productivity (TFP)’ of an economy 
can improve in which of the following ways? 

1. Investing in research and development 
(R&D) 
2. Gross Capital Formation (Infrastructure) 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
19) Revenue expenditure of the government consists 
of 

1. Interest payments on debt incurred by the 
government 
2. Grants given to state governments  
3. Administrative expenditures 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3   

 
20) The Financial Stability Report (FSR) is released by 

a) Reserve Bank of India 
b) Department of Economic Affairs 
c) Ministry of Commerce and Industry (India) 
d) Department of Revenue 

 
 

4. Art and Culture 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. Buddhist Viharas are permanent shelters 
or monasteries for dwelling and rest. 
2. Udayagiri Caves were constructed during 
the reign of Ashoka. 
3. Kailash temple is located in Ellora. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
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2) With reference to the history of philosophical 
thought in India, consider the following statements 
regarding Vaisheshika School. 

1. It believes in the physicality of the 
Universe and is considered to be the realistic 
and objective philosophy that governs the 
universe. 
2. It developed the atomic theory, i.e. all 
material objects are made of atoms. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
3) One of the most important buildings in Fatehpur 
Sikri, it is also known as the “Dream of Stones”: 

a) Panch Mahal 
b) Jantar Mantar 
c) Meenakshi Temple 
d) Hawa Mahal 

 
4) Consider the following statements. 

1. The arts of Lower Palaeolithic people are 
abundantly found on the banks of river 
Narmada 
2. Prehistoric paintings are also found in 
Bihar 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
5) Consider the following statements with reference 
to Central Indian paintings.  

1. They take inspiration from Indian epics 
and religious texts.  
2. They developed as an anti-Sanskrit cult to 
promote culture of tribal regions. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
6) Consider the following statements regarding 
Sohrai Khovar Painting. 
 1. It is a traditional and ritualistic mural art. 
 2. It is created during marriage and harvest 
seasons. 
 3. The painting is created by the local tribal 
women in Jharkhand. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
7) Consider the following statements about 
Abhidhamma Pitaka. 
 1. It is a scripture of Mahayana Buddhism.  
 2. It contains Buddhist philosophy.  
 3. It was first compiled in Sanskrit and then 
translated to Prakrit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2  

 
8) The Vedic literature is broadly divided into two 
categories viz. Shruti and Smriti. What is the 
difference between them? 
 1. Shruti is considered eternal whereas 
Smriti is subject to change.  
 2. Smriti philosophy stands in direct 
opposition or contrast to Shruti philosophy.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
9) Consider the following statements. 

1. Buddhist themes have been wall painted 
in Ajanta. 
2. The rock shelters and caves of Bhimbetka 
host paintings of geometric patterns. 
3. Bagh caves are renowned for mural 
paintings. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
10) Phamsana, Shekhari and Valabhi are  

a) pre-historic caves made during the 
Pleistocene age.  
b) prominent schools of Buddhist Tibetan 
Tangka paintings  
c) They are styles of temple architecture of 
Northern India 
d) Styles of temple architecture practiced 
during Gupta period.  

 
11) Consider the following statements.  

1. The cave is carved into the hard-
monolithic granite rock face of Barabar hills, 
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flanked to its left by the smaller Sudama 
cave.  
2. The ornamentation on the "curved 
architrave" of the cave consists of carvings 
of elephants on their way to the stupas.  

The above statements refer to? 
a) Kanheri Caves 
b) Lomus Rishi caves  
d) Udayagiri Caves 
d) None of the above 

 
12) Consider the following statements regarding 
Central Indian paintings.   

1. They take inspiration from Indian epics 
and religious texts.   
2. They developed as an anti-Sanskrit cult to 
promote culture of tribal regions.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
13) Which of the following were the great centres of 
Buddhist learning and art. 
 1. Nalanda 
 2. Odantapuri 
 3. Vikramsila 
 4. Somarupa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding the 
Pala School of Art.  

1. It developed in the Magadha region of 
Southern Bihar in form of miniature 
paintings.  
2. It is a naturalistic style which resembles 
the ideal forms of contemporary bronze and 
stone sculpture.  
3. It started flourishing after the destruction 
of the Buddhist monasteries at the hands of 
Muslim invaders. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
15) The Jain philosophy holds that the world is 
created and maintained by? 

a) Universal law. 

b) Universal truth. 
c) Universal faith. 
d) Universal soul. 

 
16) Which of these can be found at Ajanta Caves? 

1. Boddhisatva Images 
2. Mahaparinirvana image of Buddha 
3. Tales from Avadanas 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
17) Consider the following statements regarding the 
inscriptions found at Aihole, Karnataka. 
 1. They are written in different language and 
script.  
 2. They mention about poet Kalidasa. 

3. It contains only about praising of Kings.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding the 
major features of Chola age paintings? 
 1. They were often done on temple panels.  
 2. They show narrations and aspects related 
to Lord Shiva. 
 3. They avoid depictions of humans and 
plants. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
19) Consider the following statements regarding 
Guru Nanak 

1. Guru Nanak did not believe in Hinduism 
and Islam and so he wished to establish a 
new religion, which he named as Sikhism 
2. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image 
worship, austerities and the scriptures. 
3. He defined five symbols: uncut hair, a 
dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb and a 

steel bangle which need to be worn by his followers. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
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20) Rekhapida, pidhadeul and khakra are 
classifications of the temple architecture of 

a) Tamil Nadu 
b) Odisha 
c) Assam 
d) Rajasthan 

 
21) Which of the following sites of the Indus Valley 
Civilization are present in India. 
 1. Dholavira 
 2. Banawali 
 3. Alamgirpur 
 4. Mehrgarh 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4  
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
22) Rajaraja Chola I is associated with which of the 
following cultural heritages of India? 

1. Brihadeeswara temple at Tanjore  
2. The compilation of Thirumurai 
3. Nagapattinam monastery 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
23) Consider the following statements with 
reference to the views of Namdev, a bhakti saint.  

1. As per Namdev, the eternal reality 
Brahmana is neither nirguna nor saguna.  
2. Namdev opposed the principles of 
Vaishnavism and built his popular 
movement against Vaishnavist elitism.   

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
24) The triple headed rockcut Shiva, Maheshamurti, 
can be found on the island of 

a) Malova  
b) Ellora 
c) Elephanta 
d) Ajanta 

 
25) Gajendra Moksha is a Puranic legend from the 
Bhagavata Purana. The legend often painted on 
temple panels. It has been symbolically depicted by 

a) Vishnu’s suppression of an asura who had 
taken the form of an elephant 

b) The travel itinerary of an elephant to the 
higher realms 
c) Shiva meditating underneath an elephant 
trunk and blessing him with virtues 
d) A jataka in which a fox rests inside a torn 
elephant trunk 

 
5. History 

 
1) Match List-I with List-II and select the correct 
answer from the code given below 

List-I (Authors)                          List-II (Books) 
A. Ashvaghosha                        1. Kamasutra 
B. Vatsyayana                           2. 
Gathasaptashati 
C. Hala                                       3. Milinda 
Panho 
D. Nagasena                              4. Buddha 
Charita 

Codes: 
    A B C D 
a) 4 1 2 3 
b) 4 1 3 2 
c) 1 4 2 3 
d) 1 4 3 2 

 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Regulating Act of 1773. 
 1. It was the first step taken by the British 
Government to control and regulate the affairs of 
the East India Company in India. 
 2. It provided for the establishment of a 
Supreme Court at Calcutta. 
 3. It promoted the servants of the Company 
to engage in any private trade. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) With reference to the Carnatic Wars, consider the 
following statements: 

1. The First Carnatic War (1744-48) was 
triggered by the War of the Austrian 
Succession. 
2. The battle of Wandiwash ended the 
French threat to British in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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4) Which of the following were annexed by the 
British citing the Doctrine of Lapse? 
 1. Jhansi 
 2. Satara 
 3. Sambalpur 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 
 1. He became the president of INC for two 
consecutive years. 
 2. The idea of the Indian National Army (INA) 
was first conceived by Subhash Chandra Bose. 
 3. He opposed the Dominion status as 
proposed in the Nehru Report. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Raja 
Rammohan Roy and Brahmo Samaj. 
 1. Raja Rammohan Roy, the founder of 
Brahmo Samaj was called the father of Indian 
Renaissance. 
 2. Rammohan Roy translated into Bengali 
the Vedas and the five Upanishads. 
 3. Brahmo Samaj aimed to purify Hinduism, 
preach monotheism and establish a new religion.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
7) According to the terms of the ‘Subsidiary Alliance’, 
Indian rulers were  

1. Not allowed to have their independent 
armed forces   
2. Supposed to protect the British 
representatives in the princely states  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
8) Which of the following were the causative factors 
behind the “Indigo or Blue rebellion” in 1859? 

1. The peasants were compelled to plant 
Indigo rather than the food Crops. 

2. The peasants were provided loans called 
“dadon” for indigo planting which was at a very high 
interest rate.  
 3. Acquisition of farmland by the British for 
their industrial projects  
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bakasht lands in British India.  
 1. Bakasht lands were those which the 
tenants lost to zamindars, mostly during the 
Depression years, by virtue of non- payment of rent. 
 2. A legislative exercise was undertaken by 
the Congress Ministries for the reduction of rent and 
the restoration of Bakasht lands. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
10) The Mountbatten Plan culminated in  

a) Royal Indian Naval mutiny 
b) The August offer extended by Clement 
Atlee 
c) Wavell Plan of partition of India 
d) Indian Independence Act, 1947 

 
11) Which of the following practices were associated 
with the Harappan Settlements? 
 1. Ploughing of crop fields 
 2. Mixed cropping  
 3. Consumption of animal products 
 4. Practice of Irrigation 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
12) Which of the following were the features of 
Mauryan Empire? 
 1. Presence of a village administration 
 2. Appointment of provincial governors 
purely based on meritocracy 
 3. System of Municipal administration 
 4. Committees that looked after the 
administration of Pataliputra 
Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
tribal movements. 

1. The Bodo Movement was a movement for 
an independent state of Bodoland.  

2. The Santhal rebellion was organized both 
against the British colonial authority and zamindari 
system.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 
b)  2only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
14) The sixth century BCE is regarded as a major 
turning point in early Indian history. It is associated 
with which of the following?  

1. Use of silver for the first time  
2. Development of coinage 
3. Some mahajanapadas were ruled by 
ganas or sanghas 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2  

 
15) Consider the following statements regarding 
Pitt’s India Act of 1784. 
 1. Pitt’s India Act was also known as the Act 
of Settlement.  

2. It established a system of double 
government. 
 3. British Government was given the 
supreme control over Company’s affairs and its 
administration in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
16) Consider the following statements with 
reference to the First Buddhist Council.  

1. It led to splintering of Buddhism in 
different school of thoughts.  
2. The idea was to preserve Buddha’s 

teachings (Sutta) and rules for disciples (Vinaya).  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
17) Consider the following as per the account of 
Megasthenes about the Mauryan administration and 
security.  

1. Megasthenes gives a detailed description 
of the personal life of Chandragupta Maurya.  
2. The state did not favour regulation and 
control of trade.   
3. The Mauryan state took the responsibility 
for providing irrigational facilities, famine 
relief and sanitation to the masses.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) The royal title of “Devaputra” and “Hindu 
Suratrana” are often associated with which of these 
ruler/kingdoms respectively? 

a) Kushanas and Vijayanagara 
b) Shakas and Cholas   
c) Vakatakas and Cheras 
d) Magadha and Samudragupta  

 
19) Powerful newspapers emerged during the years 
before the Swadeshi movement. Match the 
following newspapers and their editors.  
 1. Swadesamitran: G. Subramaniya Iyer 
 2. Amrita Bazar Patrika: Motilal Ghosh 
 3. Voice of India: N. N. Sen 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 

1. In Lucknow session, Congress accepted 
Muslim league’s demand of separate 
electorate for muslims. 
2. In Karachi session, Congress adopted a 
resolution on economic Policy. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements about 
Methanol  
 1. Methanol is a clean-burning fuel that 
produces zero smog-causing emissions and can 
improve air quality and related human health issues. 
 2. It can be produced from renewable 
sources also. 
 3. As a high-octane vehicle fuel, methanol 
offers excellent acceleration and power.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
2) Consider the following statements about Agenda 
21 
 1. Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of 
the United Nations with regard to sustainable 
development. 
 2. It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN 
Conference on Environment and Development) held 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 
 3. The "21" in Agenda 21 refers to 21 points 
agreed upon by the member countries to achieve 
sustainable development. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following matches of mangrove sites 
with States they are located in. 

1. Subernarekha and Dhamra: Odisha 
2. Pulicat and Pichavaram: Tamil Nadu 
3. Karwar and Coondapur: Maharahstra 
4. Vaitarna and Veldur: Telangana 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3, 4  
c) 2, 4  
d) 1 only 
 

4) Consider the following statements. 
1. Cold water corals, in general, have greater 
amount of zooxanthellae than warm water 
corals and does not build reef-like 
structures. 
2. Cold-water corals differ from warm water 
corals because the former does not contain 

symbiotic algae for photosynthesis and grow 
more slowly. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

5) Zooxanthellae loss in corals largely occur due to 
1. Exposure of coral to elevated 
concentrations of various chemical 
contaminants 
2. High temperature of ocean water and 
increased sedimentation of ocean bed 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
6) In which of the following trophic levels, you are 
likely to find the highest concentration of an organic 
toxin that has been found in ocean water and the 
aquatic animals inhabiting it? 
 a) Aquatic plants 
 b) Small fishes at lower trophic levels 
 c) Human being who consumes sea food 
 d) Large fishes at higher trophic levels 
 
7) Which of the following are the effects of ozone 
layer depletion 
 1. Causes non-melanoma skin cancer 
 2. Affects the physiological and 
developmental processes of plants 
 3. Reduction in Phytoplankton production. 
 4. Synthetic polymers are adversely affected 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
8) Climatically and geographically, which among the 
following is the largest ecological system? 
 a) Community 
 b) Biome 
 c) Population 
 d) Ecosystem 
 
9) Which of the following best describes an Indicator 
species? 
 a) It is a species whose presence, absence or 
abundance reflects a specific environmental 
condition.  
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b) It is a species non-native to the ecosystem 
under consideration and whose introduction causes 
or is likely to cause harm.  

c) It is a species that has a disproportionately 
large effect on the communities in which it occurs.  

d) It is a species which is introduced to 
reduce the level of pollution in an ecosystem. 
 
10) Which among the following organisms are 
involved in nitrogen cycle?  

1. Rhizobium  
2. Nitrobacter  
3. Nitrosomonos  
4. Azatobacter  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 

11) Consider the following statements regarding 
Vegetative Propagation. 
 1. Plants raised by vegetative propagation 
can bear flowers and fruits earlier than those 
produced from seeds. 
 2. Vegetative propagation is not possible 
from the plants that have lost the capacity to 
produce seeds. 
 3. Plants produced through vegetative 
propagation are genetically similar enough to the 
parent plant. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
12) Consider the following statements.   

1. Phytoplanktons are the foundation of the 
aquatic food web as the primary producers 
and they help absorb atmospheric carbon 
dioxide.   
2. Zoo plankton feed on phytoplankton and 
play a vital role in transfer of organic matter 
from primary producers to secondary 
consumers.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

13) Which of the following products can be 
extracted from seaweeds?   
 1. Agar-agar 

 2. Iodine 
 3. Alginates   
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) In which among the following ways do plastics 
raise the risk of disease outbreaks on coral reefs? 

a) Plastic debris stress corals through 
blocking out light and oxygen, thereby giving 
pathogens a chance to take hold 
b) Pathogens in the ocean thrive on plastic 
surfaces, thereby increasing their numbers 
and the vulnerability of corals with elevated 
levels of plastic pollution around reefs 
c) Coral organisms get infected by sharp 
plastic fragments that cut them, following 
which the disease spreads across the coral 
colony 
d) a, b and c 

 
15) An ecological pyramid is a diagrammatic 
presentation to describe trophic levels. How does 
the knowledge of ecological pyramid can help us in 
conservation of an ecosystem?  

1. It helps us to identify bio-accumulation.  
2. It helps us to identify bio-magnification.  
3. It helps us to recognize an invasive 
species. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 

16) The largest human source of carbon dioxide 
emissions is from  

a) Industrial processes 
b) Combustion of fossil fuels 
c) Agricultural fields 
d) Clearing of forests 
 

17) The primary productivity of the tropical rain 
forest is lower when compared to that of the 
temperate forests. This is because of 

a) Intense leaching of soil in tropical rain 
forests 
b) Low microbial activity in tropical regions  
c) Dense vegetation Cover in tropical rain 
forests  
d) Practice of slash and burn agriculture in 
many tropical regions 
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18) Which of the following conditions generally lead 
to coral bleaching? 

1. Low sedimentation of ocean beds 
2. Unusually warm ocean water  
3. Acidification of oceans 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3 
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 2, 3  
 

19) What is/are the contributions of Coral Reefs to 
an ecosystem? 

1. These support fish production by 
providing them with food and shelter. 
2. They control the concentration of carbon 
dioxide in the lower atmosphere and in the 
sea water. 
3. They check sea waves against going 
towards sea coasts. 
4. They have the highest primary 
productivity amongst all ecosystems. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3, 4  
b) 1, 2, 3  
c) 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

20) Consider the following statements regarding the 
application of algae. 
 1. Used to make Biodiesel and Bioethanol. 
 2. It is a complete protein with essential 
amino acids. 
 3. Used as fertilizers and soil conditioners. 
 4. Used in Wastewater Treatment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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