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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Why were the ideals of socialism and secularism explicitly added to the constitution? 

What do these ideals mean and how have these been reflected in the Constitution? 

Explain.  (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint  
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the ideals of socialism and secularism enshrined in the Indian 
constitution and their significance. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the significance of the ideals of socialism and secularism to Indian constitution and their 
relevance and importance. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the terms of socialism and secularism. 
Body: 
Start with the historical background of secularism and socialism not beyond the constitutional 
assembly debates. Define both the terms in Indian context. Socialism lays emphasis on the welfare of 
the people, it seeks to give equality to the people and tries 
to remove exploitation of one class by the others and ensures economic and political equality to all. 
Indian secularism includes three basic notions:  Freedom of religion, Equal citizenship to each citizen 
regardless of his or her religion, State neutrality in the matter of religion and equal conservation of 
all religions and equal religious rights to all the citizens. 
Mention the reasons behind their addition to the constitution. 
 Also mention the constitutional provisions which reflect these two ideas. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Socialism and secularism are inalienable features of the Indian Constitution and Indian 
society which found a late mention in the Constitution but they have been acting as guides to 
constitution makers and guarantors. 
Introduction: 

The words secular and socialist were introduced in the Indian Constitution by 42nd Constitutional 

Amendment Act during the Emergency by Indira Gandhi’s government. Secular and socialist were 

added to reassure the nation that minorities would be safe and the moneyed class would not 

dominate the economy. The basic structure doctrine, in other words, already contained within it the 

principles of secularism and socialism as envisaged by our constitution framers. However, the 

Government of the day added to explicitly into the preamble of the constitution. 

Body: 

Reasons behind adding secularism and socialism to the constitution: 

1. With the passing of the 42nd amendment, the spirit of secularism which was always part 

and parcel of the Constitution was formally inserted into its body. 

2. Indian constitution already had “secular” characteristic defined in Article 25. 
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3. The socialistic principles were also under part IV of constitution, Articles enumerated from 

36-51 called as Directive Principles of State Policy. 

4. The reason of adding these words were to ensure the economic justice and elimination of 

inequality in income and standard of life. 

5. Secularism implies equality of all religions and religious tolerance and does not identify any 

state religion. 

6. The government of the day was convinced that the addition of word ‘secular’ will tone up 

the morale of the minorities. 

7. The word ‘Socialist’ was included in the Preamble as the government believed that the 

future of India was in Socialism. 

8. Anti-poverty programs, slum demolition drives, and the forced sterilisation campaign were 

some of the most important measures carried out by the government during this period. 

Socialism is a range of economic and social systems characterised by social ownership and 

democratic control of the means of production as well as the political theories and movements 

associated with them. Broadly, it’s a political and economic system under which the means of 

production are owned by the community as a whole, with government ensuring the equitable 

distribution of wealth. 

India adopted socialism which drew inspiration from Gandhi and Nehru rather than Marxian 

socialism. Whereas Gandhian socialism was based on satya, ahimsa, trusteeship and decentralisation 

and Nehru’s socialism was a liberal and a type of fabianist socialism, Marxian socialism emphasised 

on class wars and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Secularism is the “indifference to, or rejection or exclusion of, religion and religious 

considerations.” In political terms, secularism is the principle of the separation of government 

institutions and persons mandated to represent the state from religious institution and religious 

dignitaries. 

Secularism has been discussed in India primarily as a state policy towards religious groups. The 

debate on secularism began by pointing to the difference of the Indian variation to its Western 

counterpart, either by pointing to an idea of a ‘principled distance’ or samadharma samabhava, 

where all religions are treated as equal. 

Secularism and Socialism in Indian constitution: 

 India’s survival as a multi-religious, multilingual, multiracial, multicultural society will depend 

on how successful it is in working its secularism 

 Indian Secularism equally opposed oppression of dalits and women within Hinduism. It also 

opposes the discrimination against women within Indian Islam or Christianity and the possible 

threats that a majority community might pose to the rights of the minority religious 

communities. 

 Indian Secularism has made room for and is compatible with the idea of state- supported 

religious reform. For example- Indian constitution bans untouchability under Article 17. There is 

also abolition of child marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage sanctioned by 

Hinduism. 
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 Indian Secularism deals not only with religious freedom of individuals but also with religious 

freedom of minority communities i.e. individual has the right to profess religion of his /her 

choice. Likewise, religious minority also have a right to exist and to maintain their own culture 

and educational institutions. 

 India in its modified socialist pursuit relied on three pillars of development strategy– 

o planning for rapid industrial and agricultural growth which was not under the absolute 

control of State. 

o a public sector to develop strategic industries, which was to progressively become a self-

sustained profit-making sector. 

o a mixed economy- Mixed economy was preferred earlier due to lack of adequate 

resources, but the private sector was to work under a broad framework of planning. 

 Consequently, while retaining socialism as a principal constitutional value, as declared in 

Preamble, Fundamental Rights and DPSP, India didn’t shy away from approaching a more liberal 

economy and means of distributive justice when needed. 

 It smoothly transitioned to LPG reforms in the 1990s, opened its sectors and markets to global 

opportunities and competition, to continue its growth story keeping up with the changing times 

and needs 

Conclusion: 

The Articles of the Constitution as well as the spirit of the Preamble both underscore the spirit of 

socialism and secularism. In the Preamble, the people of India resolve to secure all citizens social, 

economic and political justice, and this resolution is made solemnly, and not by invoking any divine 

power. Although, these found a late mention in the Constitution but they have been acting as guides 

to constitution makers and guarantors. 

What can France learn from the Indian Constitution’s approach to secularism? Explain.  

(250 words) 
Reference: 2019 UPSC CSE GS-2 
Why the question: 
The question is with the idea to practice the concepts of Indian constitution and its approach to 
Secularism. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is about the learnings that France can have from the Indian Constitution’s approach to 
secularism. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the principle of secularism enshrined in the constitution and explain its evolution. 
Body: 
The fundamental difference between Indian and French secularism is that while Indian secularism is 
non-religious, French secularism is irreligious. The answer can start with the fact that India has a 
sizeable Muslim population and yet does not face issues related to ISIS or lone-wolf attacks. This is in 
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contrast to France that faced Charlie Hebdo attacks, Nice rampage, etc. The difference is perhaps 
created by our Constitution’s approach to secularism. 
Discuss the features that France can take as learnings from India – Liberty. The profession, practice 
and propagation of religion is a liberty that people must enjoy. 
Protection of minority ‘identity’ and, thus, minority dignity. A community – particularly minority – 
that is not allowed to wear its symbols may start losing its culture and identity. Protection of minority 
rights so as to make sure that they are not subsumed by the majority culture. Special provisions for 
the minorities to flourish. A positive discrimination is necessary in order to allow the minority cultures 
to flourish. Culture of social reforms, while taking into account concerns of individual communities. 
This allows for more flexible approach to reforms and does not alienate anyone. Kaleidoscope of 
cultures. A vibrant and tolerant culture based upon mutual coexistence is created when everyone’s 
cultural and religious rights are protected. Such diverse communities have more to learn from each-
other and higher chances to flourish etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of Secularism in general. 
Introduction: 

Secularism is the “indifference to, or rejection or exclusion of, religion and religious 

considerations.” In political terms, secularism is the principle of the separation of government 

institutions and persons mandated to represent the state from religious institution and religious 

dignitaries. The French model of secularism separates the state from religion. The state does not 

support religious activities but also not interfere in private religious practices. 

Secularism has been discussed in India primarily as a state policy towards religious groups. The 

debate on secularism began by pointing to the difference of the Indian variation to its Western 

counterpart, either by pointing to an idea of a ‘principled distance’ or samadharma samabhava, 

where all religions are treated as equal. 

Body: 

It a tough stand and prohibit any visible religious symbols in public space. India secularism is more 

inclusive and positive. It supports all religion and culture. Muslims are given Haj subsidy, the state 

spends and help arrange Kumbh Mela, Amarnath Yatra etc. Recently slaughtering of meat was 

banned in Maharashtra during Jain festival. Hence India secularism is all about balancing the rights 

of all religion and culture. 

Limitations of Secularism in French constitution: 

 Due to the lack of support from the state in western secularism minorities get marginalised. 

 For instance, recent Hijab and Burkini ban in France has created anxiety among minorities. 

 If religious women forbid a woman from becoming a priest, then the state cannot do anything. 

Like this, if a particular religion forbids the entry of some of its members in the sanctum of its 

temple, then the state has no option but to let the matter rest exactly where it is. 

 So in France, religion is a private matter, not a matter of state policy or law. This model 

interprets freedom and equality in an individualistic manner. Liberty is the liberty of individual. 

Equality is equality between individuals. There is little scope for community-based rights or 

minority rights. 

 On the other hand, the drawbacks of this model can be seen as, such states focus on intra-

religious domination by the strict separation of state from church to realise among other things 
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individual freedoms, issues of inter-religious (and therefore minority rights) equality are often 

neglected. 

 This model leaves no scope for the idea of the state-supported religious reforms. 

France can learn from Indian Secularism: 

 While in France, laws are made in isolation from religious principles, in India, the law seeks to 

accommodate the multiple religious principles that followers of different religions adhere to. 

 Indian Secularism opposed the oppression of Dalits and women within Hinduism. It also opposes 

the discrimination against women within Indian Islam or Christianity and the possible threats 

that a majority community might pose to the rights of the minority religious communities. 

 Indian Secularism deals not only with the religious freedom of individuals but also with the 

religious freedom of minority communities. 

 Every individual has the right to profess the religion of his /her choice. Likewise, religious 

minorities also have a right to exist and to maintain their own culture and educational 

institutions. 

 Indian Secularism has made room for and is compatible with the idea of state-supported 

religious reform. 

 For example, the Indian constitution bans untouchability under Article 17. There is also the 

abolition of child marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage sanctioned by Hinduism. 

 The Indian state may engage with religion negatively to oppose religious tyranny. It may also 

choose a positive mode of engagement. 

 Thus, the Indian Constitution grants all religious minorities, the rights to establish and maintain 

their own educational institutions, which may receive assistance from the state. 

 So, in India, it is not mutual exclusion, rather it is principled distance, a complex idea that allows 

the state to be distant from all religions so that it can intervene or abstain from interference, 

depending upon which of these two would better promote liberty, equality and social justice. 

Conclusion: 

It should go without saying that no state’s approach to religion is perfect, and India faces its own 

significant problems with diversity and integration, from religious violence to the persistence of the 

caste system. But that doesn’t mean there is nothing for France to learn. Current political debates in 

the West, especially in France, need to open up to solutions that go beyond secularism, from places 

like India and from elsewhere. They need to embrace differences with policies for integrating 

minorities into education, the labour market and overall public life. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 16 

 Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

In the background of quite a few questions being raised about the constitutionality of 

governors’ actions on numerous instances in the recent, deliberate upon the 

discretionary powers of the Governor mentioned in the Constitution of India and 

explain how these discretionary powers have led to debates. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Governor of Rajasthan, Kalraj Mishra repeatedly turned down the advice of the Council of 
Ministers to convene a session of the Rajasthan Assembly. Thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Deliberate upon the discretionary powers of the Governor mentioned in the Constitution of India and 
explain how these discretionary powers have led to debates. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain in what way the Governor’s action in the state of Rajasthan has raised the question whether 
he has the power to turn down the recommendation of the Council of Ministers. 
Body: 
Discuss the role and powers of Governor first. In 2016, in the Nabam Rebia, Bamang Felix v. Deputy 
Speaker and others case, the Supreme Court of India (5 judge Constitution bench) examined the 
powers of the Governor, particularly with reference to summoning an Assembly session. The SC held 
that the Governor’s power under Article 174 to summon, prorogue and dissolve the house(s) must be 
exercised in consonance with the aid and advice of the chief minister and his council of ministers. 
Explain the nuances as to when can the Governor act without the advice of the Council of Ministers?  
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the misuse of the Governor’s office by parties in power at the Centre, to disturb State 
governments in control of the Opposition has remained a scourge. However, The Constituent 
Assembly very consciously limited the Governor’s discretionary powers. According to the 2016 
Supreme Court judgment, a Governor cannot have an overriding authority, over the representatives 
of the people, who constitute the state legislature and/or even the executive government functioning 
under the council of ministers with the Chief Minister as the head. 
Introduction: 

The office of Governor is a British Indian transplant with a federalistic flavour. The role of 

office of Governor was confined to normal routine ceremonial functions earlier but now enjoys more 

powers. Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the 

President in centre in India. He/She is not bound to act on the advice of the council of Ministers in 

certain circumstances, even he need not seek its advice. 

Body: 
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The constitution does not specify these matters but the matters in which he can act without the 

advice of the council of ministers are as follows: 

 Appointment of the Chief Minister: Generally, the leader of the party with majority is appointed 

as the Chief Minister. But in situation where no party gets absolute majority, the Governor 

exercises his discretionary powers in appointing the Chief Minister. 

 Dismissal of a Ministry: A minister holds offices during the pleasure of the Governor. When the 

ministry losses support of the house, the governor will dismiss the ministry. But he cannot 

dismiss it until it losses majority support. 

 Advising the President for proclamation of Emergency: The Governor advises the President to 

proclaim emergency when he is satisfied that the Government cannot carried on in accordance 

with the provisions of the constitution, under Article 356. 

 Reservation of a bill for the consideration of the President: On his/ her discretion, the Governor 

can reserve a bill passed by the state legislature for president’s assent. However, situations are 

mentioned in Article 200, when he will reserve the bill, yet he can use, discretion regarding this 

matter. Governor has discretion to refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the state 

legislature. 

 Dissolution of Legislative Assembly: The Governor summons, prorogues and dissolves the 

Legislative Assembly, according to article 174. When the ministry loses the majority and the 

Governor is satisfied he may dissolve the House. 

 Governor determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty accruing from licenses for mineral 

exploration. 

 Seeking information: Governor can seek information from the chief minister with regard to the 

administrative and legislative matters of the state. 

Thus, though the Governor is made the constitutional head of a state like president of India, yet 

there is a thin line as the Constitution empowers the Governor to act without the advice of the Chief 

Minister and his council and can use discretion on certain matters. 

Under Article 168, the Governor is considered part of the State Legislature which the body 

responsible for discharging governmental functions. However, the post of Governor has seen 

numerous controversies. 

Although the post of Governor is constitutional, it is usually seen as a hand of central government in 

the state. 

The case of Karnataka in 2019: 

 There was no absolute majority for any party post assembly elections, the Karnataka Governor 

misused his powers. 

 Governor could not call the party with majority votes i.e., BJP to form government as there was 

no simple majority. 

 But the Governor called the BJP to form the government and prove its majority within 15 days. 
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 This act is seen as abuse, because the Governor did not take into account the other two major 

parties Congress and JDP. 

 Even though these parties did not gain majority they formed post poll alliance and thus had 

majority to form the government. 

 Since the post of Governor is seen as a link between the Union and State Government, this 

decision is seen as an act to align with the ideals of the government at the centre and not with 

people. 

Imposition of President’s rule: 

 The Assemblies of Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh had been placed under suspended animation 

on the recommendation of the Governor due to alleged failure of Constitutional Machinery 

(Article 356). 

 However, the State Governments were reinstated by reversal of President’s rule by Supreme 

Court due to lack of sufficient evidence. 

 The President’s rule envisaged as a dead letter by Dr. B.R Ambedkar has now become a potent 

tool for dislodging the state governments by Union Government. 

 This makes the role of Governor as a partisan towards the Central Government. 

Way forward: 

 In India, the balance in power is tilted towards the Union. 

 The importance of the Governor’s position arises not from the exceptional circumstances that 

necessitate the use of his discretion, but as a crucial link within this federal structure in 

maintaining effective communication between the Centre and a State 

 As a figurehead who ensures the continuance of governance in the State, even in times of 

constitutional crises, his role is often that of a neutral arbiter in disputes settled informally 

within the various strata of government, and as the conscience keeper of the community 

 The Supreme Court has time and again ruled (e.g.: SR Bommai Case) that the office of Governor 

must not be misused to the advantages of Union Government. 

 Expert Committees like Sarkaria and Punnchi Commissions have laid out the procedure in case 

of constitutional machinery breakdown, appointment of CM during hung assembly, no-

confidence motion etc. which needs to be codified and followed. 

 There is need to ensure proper checks and balances to streamline the functioning of this office 

 However, misuse of a position of power should not serve as a justification for removing the 

office altogether, unless such a position has totally lost its relevance. 

Examine the issues in the effective functioning of the anti-defection law. Does the law, 

while discouraging defections, also lead to defeat of healthy intra-party debates and 

dissent? Analyse. (250 world) 
Reference: www.prsindia.org, Hindustan Times 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the concept of anti-defection law and its utility. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the failures and lacunae of the anti-defection law in the country and suggest way 
out to it. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The Anti-Defection law was passed by the parliament in 1985, by the 52nd amendment to the 
Constitution which added the Tenth Schedule which laid down the process by which the legislators 
may be disqualified on grounds of Defection. It was passed by parliament to provide stability to 
governments and promoting party discipline, however the repeated cases of defections have 
questioned the viability of Anti-Defection Law. 
Body: 
Mention briefly what is Anti-Defection law, its importance but how it has been misused. Mention 
about the working of Anti-Defection law, the issues concerning the same. 
Also, mention the importance of intra-party debates and dissent and the effect of anti-defection law 
on healthy democracy. 
Present relevant court judgments to substantiate your stand wherever required. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is a need to define the procedure clearly and set a definite and reasonable time 
limit for each step of the process, ensuring transparency. 
Introduction: 

Defection is “desertion by one member of the party of his loyalty towards his political party” 

or basically it means “When an elected representative joins another party without resigning his 

present party for benefits”. The institutional malaise is defection and party-hopping is state- 

neutral, party-neutral, and politics-neutral. 

The Anti-Defection Law was passed in 1985 through the 52nd Amendment to the Constitution, 

which added the Tenth Schedule to the Indian Constitution.  The main intent of the law was to 

combat “the evil of political defections” which may be due to reward of office or other similar 

considerations.  The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. However, there are several 

issues in relation to the working of this law. 

Body: 

Former Congress deputy chief minister of Rajasthan, Sachin Pilot and his companions, who 

are revolting with the possible objective to bring down the government of the political party that 

had set them up as candidates in the last legislative election, stand automatically disqualified as such 

by virtue of Article 191(2), read with the Tenth Schedule. In the recent past, there have been 

multiple instance of defections in Manipur, Karnataka etc. 

Background: 

 For a very long time, the Indian political system was impacted by political defections by 

members of the legislature. This situation brought about greater instability and chaos in the 

political system. 

 Thus, in 1985, to curb the evil of political defections, the 52nd constitution amendment act on 

anti-defection was passed and the 10th Schedule was added in the Indian Constitution. 
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 91st Constitution Amendment Act-2003 was enacted and was aimed at limiting the size of the 

Council of Ministers to debar defectors from holding public offices, and to strengthen the anti-

defection law. 

Flaws of the current Anti-defection law 

 Does not prevent Defection: The Anti-defection law has failed to curb “horse trading” and 

defection, leading to toppling of governments through machinations of corrupt legislators. 

 Eg: The 17-MLA’s of coalition government resigned in Karnataka, leading to change in 

government. The 17 MLA’s later contested from the party that formed new government. 

 Wholesale defection: The law prevents individual defections, but not wholesale defections. 

 Eg: Congress government in Madhya Pradesh lost majority due to resignations of MLA’s. 

 Against the true spirit of representative democracy: The anti-defection law seeks to provide a 

stable government by ensuring the legislators do not switch sides. 

 However, this law also enforces a restriction on legislators from voting in line with their 

conscience, judgement and interests of his electorate. 

 Impedes legislative control on government: The anti-defection law impedes the oversight 

function of the legislature over the government, by ensuring that members vote based on the 

decisions taken by the party leadership. 

 In short, if legislators are not able to vote on laws independently, they would not act as an 

effective check on the government. 

 The Anti-Defection Law, in effect, dilutes the separation of powers between the Executive 

and the Legislature – and centralises power in the hands of the executives. 

 Role of presiding officer of the house: The law lays down that legislators may be disqualified on 

grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other 

member of the House. 

 However, there are many instances when presiding officers play a part with the vested 

interests of a political party/government in power. 

 Also, the law does not specify a time period for the Presiding Officer to decide on a 

disqualification plea. 

 The decision thus is sometimes based on the whims and fancies of the presiding officer. 

 Affects the debate and discussion: The Anti-Defection Law has created a democracy of parties 

and numbers in India, rather than a democracy of debate and discussion. 

 In this way, it does not make a differentiation between dissent and defection and weaken 

the Parliamentary deliberations on any law. 

Steps to be taken 

 To be used for major decision making: Several experts have suggested that the law should be 

valid only for those votes that determine the stability of the government. e.g. passage of the 

annual budget or no-confidence motions as recommended by Dinesh Goswami Committee. 
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 Non-partisan authority: Various commissions including National Commission to review the 

working of the constitution (NCRWC) have recommended that rather than the Presiding Officer, 

the decision to disqualify a member should be made by the President (in case of MPs) or 

the Governor (in case of MLAs) on the advice of the Election Commission. 

 Independent committee for disqualification: Justice Verma in Hollohan judgment said that 

tenure of the Speaker is dependent on the continuous support of the majority in the House and 

therefore, he does not satisfy the requirement of such independent adjudicatory authority. 

 Also, his choice as the sole arbiter in the matter violates an essential attribute of the basic 

feature. 

 Thus, the need for an independent authority to deal with the cases of defection. 

 Intra-party democracy: 170th Law Commission report underscored the importance of intra-

party democracy by arguing that a political party cannot be a dictatorship internally and 

democratic in its functioning outside. 

 Thus, the parties should listen to the opinions of the members and have discussions on the 

same. This would give the freedom of speech and expression to its members and promote 

inner-party democracy. 

 Limiting Speaker’s discretion: Recent Supreme Court Judgement ruled that Speaker must decide 

on disqualification within three months of receiving application. It cannot be the discretion of 

the Speaker to take no action. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to prevent unholy defections that lead to instability in the governance system of the 

nation. The current law is clearly flawed and has not effectively curbed defection due to lure of 

power and money. There is a need for a more rationalised version of anti-defection laws which will 

help establish a truly representative democracy. 

Discuss the role of parliamentary committees in ensuring financial accountability of the 

executive. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 

Introduction: 

In the Indian Parliament, a Parliamentary Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members 

of Parliament. It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time 

according to the provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. 

Both houses of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha have similar Committee structures with a 

few exceptions. Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of 

Parliament members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its 

procedure and conduct of business). 

Body: 

Role of committees: 

 Support Parliament’s work. 
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 Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Grants, analyse legislation and scrutinise the 

government’s working. 

 Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 

 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and referred 

to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

Significance of Parliamentary Standing Committees in ensuring financial accountability of the 

executive: 

 Financial control is a critical tool for Parliament’s authority over the executive; hence finance 

committees are considered to be particularly powerful. 

 Parliamentary committees are the most important instruments of the legislature. Broadly, there 

are two types of committees relevant to the budgetary process – Departmentally Related 

Standing Committees (DRSCs) and Financial Committees. 

 While DRSCs are responsible for pre-approval scrutiny of the proposed Demands for Grants, 

the Financial Committees are involved in the post-facto examination of the usage of the 

allocated funds. 

 Departmentally Related Standing Committees (DRSCs) 

 These committees scrutinise Demands for Grants of ministries and table the reports for 

discussion in the Lok Sabha. 

 However, the committees cannot suggest cut motions. 

 Financial Committees: 

 They scrutinise and exercise parliamentary control over the finances of the executive and 

table the findings in the Parliament. 

 This elicits a response from the government highlighting the recommendations of the 

committee. Based on this, the committee prepares an Action Taken Report (ATR) and lays it 

on the table of the House. 

 The three financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the Estimates 

Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings. 

 While the PAC ensures that the government is spending money for the purpose for which 

Parliament voted upon, the Estimates Committee examines that whether the money 

allocated conforms to and is well within the limits of the policy implied in the estimates. 

 Similarly, the Committee on Public Undertakings examines the reports of the Comptroller 

and Auditor General of India (CAG) on public undertakings. 

Following are some of the measures that can be implemented to strengthen the financial 

oversight by the Parliament over the executive. 

 Linking Financial Outlays to Outcomes: 
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o At present, there is no direct linkage between the amount allocated for a ministry or 

department and the outcomes. 

o This tendency has been resulting in the wastage of precious financial resources and the 

efforts of the administration. 

o Hence, in order to bring the principle of – Authority should Commensurate with 

Responsibility – in to practice, adequate measures should be taken to link allocation in 

the Budget to actual outcomes. 

 Establishing Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) 

o Typically, a Parliamentary Budget Office is a specialised body involved in budget-related 

and financial research for the Parliament. 

o These kinds of offices are already existing in the developed countries such as the US, the 

UK and Australia. 

 Strengthening Public Accounts Committee 

o Reports of the PAC must be discussed in the Lok Sabha through a formal motion moved 

by the Finance Minister. 

o This measure is expected to ensure that reports of the committee are debated and 

discussed in the House in detail. 

o Further, steps should be taken to increase the number of reports tabled by the PAC. For 

instance, the average number of reports submitted by the PAC has fallen to 10-20 

reports per year since the 6th Lok Sabha. 

 Strengthening Estimates Committee 

o The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (NCRWC) 

recommended that the Estimates Committee should start examining a strategy paper 

detailing the objectives of the Budget. This initiative is expected to better inform the 

general debate. 

 Scrutiny of Supplementary Demands for Grants 

o At present, the Supplementary Demands are not scrutinised by the DRSCs. 

o Hence, an appropriate system should be evolved by which these grants are discussed by 

DRSCs, and consequently, the Parliamentary oversight is strengthened. 

o Besides, the Estimates Committee should also examine why there was a need for 

Supplementary Demands, and why these could not be anticipated in the initial Demands 

itself. 

Conclusion: 

India is confronted by a range of serious issues, from the pandemic to economic distress, from the 

security threat from China to rapidly changing global geopolitics. All of them require careful 

examination. MPs have a role in providing inputs, scrutinizing the executive’s approach, involving 
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domain experts in the discussion, and ensuring accountability. Thus, the PSC act as check and 

balance which must be constituted at the earliest. 

Any democracy needs a thriving and coherent opposition. How can the role of the 

opposition be made more effective for the better functioning of democracy? Analyse.  

(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The question is based on the theme of “opposition” in a democracy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the significance of coherent opposition in a democracy and discuss in what way the role of 
opposition can be made effective for better functioning of democracy. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what “opposition” means. 
Body: 
Discuss the role of opposition in a democracy. Explain that the opposition parties are those political 
parties that do not belong to the parliamentary majority or the government coalition and voice their 
disagreements and critical views concerning government action and are competing for legal 
accession to and the peaceful exercise of power. Opposition parties are Inseparable components of 
parliaments and they also function according to the rules of the game, reassuring the application of 
those checks and balances with their contribution to government policies and constructive criticism. 
Democracies become complete with opposition. Suggest key measures to strengthen democracy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of opposition in a democracy. 
Introduction: 

Official Opposition is a term used in Parliament of India and State Legislatures to designate the 

political party which has secured the second largest number of seats in either upper or lower 

houses. In order to get formal recognition in either upper or lower houses, the concerned party must 

have at least 10% of the total strength of the house 

Today the parliamentary Opposition in India is not merely fragmented but also in disarray. There 

seems to be hardly any Opposition party with a vision or strategy for its institutional working or for 

the Opposition as a whole. Such a state of affairs is probably worse than the defeat most of the 

Opposition parties have suffered in the elections to the 17th Lok Sabha. 

Body: 

Significance of opposition party in a democracy: 

 For a healthy democracy, a healthy opposition is as important as a strong government. 

 It helps keep the regime in power under control for one. 

 It also prevents it from developing arrogant and autocratic deviations from the path of progress 

and democracy by questioning such steps, assessing their policies objectively and also giving 

important inputs. 
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 The opposition in India plays an important role in providing practical criticism of the ruling party. 

It is also consulted when important appointments are made. 

 They ensure that the acts of the ruling party are not detrimental to the interest of general public 

or nation at large. 

 The opposition ensures that the ruling political parties have a definite programme and policy to 

offer to the people and who can show a progressive path by action and not just by propaganda. 

 The role of the opposition party is not to oppose every decision of the ruling party. 

 Rather, it is the duty of the opposition party to support the ruling party for the acts that are in 

the interest of the nation. 

Role of the opposition: 

 The Opposition’s main role is to question the government of the day and hold them accountable 

to the public. 

 This also helps to fix the mistakes of the Ruling Party. 

 The Opposition is equally responsible in upholding the best interests of the people of the 

country. 

 They have to ensure that the Government does not take any steps, which might have negative 

effects on the people of the country. 

 The role of the opposition in legislature is basically to check the excesses of the ruling or 

dominant party, and not to be totally antagonistic. 

 There are actions of the ruling party which may be beneficial to the masses and opposition is 

expected to support such steps. 

 In legislature, Opposition Party has a major role, which is: 

o Constructive criticism of government. 

o Putting restriction of arbitrariness of ruling party. 

o Safeguarding liberty and right of people. 

o Preparation to form government. 

o Expression of public opinion. 

Steps to strengthen the opposition party in India: 

 National parties and regional parties have their own strength and shortcomings. It is of 

importance that these aspects are identified and acknowledged, to forge a successful coalition. 

 The flaws of the election process need to be removed – including the power of money that 

causes the voter to swing sides in the quest for money. 

 It is high time that the opposition works smartly in stitching an alliance. 
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 It must engage in building a blue-print committed to subaltern empowerment, building a 

progressive narrative of all-round development and prosperity to represent itself as a vibrant 

and viable political alternative to the nation. 

 Opposition unity needs to be chalked out setting aside individual aspirations and egos. 

 One must not forget that to win elections, merely social arithmetic is not enough; proper 

chemistry is required to defeat authoritarianism that poses a threat to the constitution and 

social harmony. 

Conclusion: 

In this context, the parliamentary Opposition in India has much to learn from its own legacy. It can 

draw from it lessons to position itself as the representative voice of democratic and egalitarian urges 

that is at the same time critical of the idea of the nation that has left behind a significant section of 

its population from any meaningful sense of belonging to it. But it also may be the opportune 

context to think of new ways by which dissent and opposition can be sustained in a new media-

induced public culture that invariably breeds docility and compliance. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity 

Discuss the concept of Contempt of Court. Explain in detail its different forms and also 

the rationale behind the provision. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The editorial talks about the rational for the provision for “contempt of court” and goes on to discuss 
if the judicial institutions need protection. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is premised on the concept of contempt of court, its different forms and the rationale 
behind it. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the case – Contempt proceedings have been initiated by the Supreme Court of India, on its 
own motion, against advocate-activist Prashant Bhushan. 
Body: 
Explain the concept- Contempt of court, is the offence of being disobedient to or disrespectful 
towards a court of law and its officers in the form of behaviour that opposes or defies the authority, 
justice and dignity of the court. Contempt of court, as a concept, seeks to protect judicial institutions 
from motivated attacks and unwarranted criticism, and as a legal mechanism to punish those who 
lower its authority. 
Discuss the origin of the concept, its constitutionality/ statutory basis, its different kinds. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by asserting the rationale behind the provision. 
Introduction: 
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Contempt of court, often referred to simply as “contempt”, is the offence of being disobedient to or 

disrespectful toward a court of law and its officers in the form of behaviour that opposes or defies 

the authority, justice and dignity of the court. A similar attitude towards a legislative body is termed 

contempt of Parliament. 

Body: 

The Supreme Court of India suo motu registered a criminal case of contempt against lawyer Prashant 

Bhushan, recently. The court registered the proceedings after a petition was moved citing two 

tweets Bhushan had published over the last two months. In the tweets, the lawyer had commented 

on Chief Justice of India SA Bobde and about the general functioning of the court under the last four 

chief justices. The court said it found the tweets prima facie contempt. 

Contempt of court can be of two kinds: 

 Civil, that is the wilful disobedience of a court order or judgment or wilful breach of an 

undertaking given to a court. 

 Criminal, that is written or spoken words or any act that scandalises the court or lowers its 

authority or prejudices or interferes with the due course of a judicial proceeding or 

interferes/obstructs the administration of justice. 

Relevant provisions: 

 Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers the Supreme Court and High Court 

respectively to punish people for their respective contempt. 

 Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the power of the High Court to punish 

contempts of its subordinate courts. 

 The Constitution also includes contempt of court as a reasonable restriction to the freedom of 

speech and expression under Article 19, along with elements like public order and defamation. 

Rationale behind the provision: 

 To ensure that the court’s orders are implemented. 

 To sustain the independent nature of the judiciary itself. 

 While the judiciary issues orders, they are implemented by the government or private parties. If 

the courts are unable to enforce their orders, then the rule of law itself will come to grinding 

halt. 

Issues with Contempt Law: 

 Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution gives the right to freedom of speech and expression to all 

citizens, while “contempt provisions” curb people’s freedom to speak against the court’s 

functioning. 

 The law is very subjective which might be used by the judiciary arbitrarily to suppress their 

criticism by the public. 

Measures needed: 
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 Besides needing to revisit the need for a law on criminal contempt, even the test for contempt 

needs to be evaluated. 

 If such a test ought to exist at all, it should be whether the contemptuous remarks in question 

actually obstruct the Court from functioning. 

 It should not be allowed to be used as a means to prevent any and all criticism of an institution. 

Conclusion: 

A law for criminal contempt is completely asynchronous with our democratic system which 

recognises freedom of speech and expression as a fundamental right. An excessively loose use of the 

test of ‘loss of public confidence’, combined with a liberal exercise of suo motu powers, can be 

dangerous, for it can amount to the Court signalling that it will not suffer any kind of critical 

commentary about the institution at all, regardless of how evidently problematic its actions may be. 

In this manner, the judiciary could find itself at an uncanny parallel with the executive, in using laws 

for chilling effect. 

Discuss the prospects of online dispute resolution to the Indian judiciary. Do you agree 

that it provides for an opportunity to give more people access to justice and ease the 

burden on the courts? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us in detail the possible prospects of online dispute resolution to Indian 
Judiciary. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the prospects of online dispute resolution and in what way It can aid more 
accessibility to justice and help in easing the burden of the courts. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by suggesting that the Covid-19 pandemic continues to challenge traditional services’ delivery, 
including access to justice and effective justice delivery. 
Body: 
Given the worrying situation in terms of pendency and time taken for resolution of disputes, the 
pandemic has led to introspection and an immediate pivot to fast-tracking innovation led by 
technology. 
Suggest that for efficient justice delivery will require the intervention of technology and a two-
pronged approach towards dispute avoidance and dispute resolution and in such a situation online 
dispute resolution (ODR) could have a significant role in pre-empting disputes at the avoidance and 
containment stages. 
Talk about the potential of ODR, its advantages and concerns if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Covid-19 pandemic continues to challenge traditional services’ delivery, including access to 

justice and effective justice delivery. Given the worrying situation in terms of pendency and time 
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taken for resolution of disputes, the pandemic has led to introspection and an immediate pivot to 

fast-tracking innovation led by technology. 

Body: 

The Supreme Court passed directions for all courts across the country to extensively use video-

conferencing for judicial proceedings saying congregation of lawyers and litigants must be 

suspended to maintain social distancing amid the coronavirus pandemic. The top court, which has 

restricted its functioning and is conducting hearing through video conferencing since March 25, 

exercised its plenary power to direct all high courts to frame a mechanism for use of technology 

during the pandemic. A bench headed by the Chief Justice stressed that “technology is here to stay” 

e-Courts project as part of virtual judiciary was conceptualized on the basis of the “National Policy 

and Action Plan for Implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the 

Indian Judiciary – 2005” submitted by eCommittee, Supreme Court of India with a vision to 

transform the Indian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts.  

e-Courts objectives: 

 To provide efficient & time-bound citizen centric services delivery as detailed in eCourt Project 

Litigant’s Charter. 

 To develop, install & implement decision support systems in courts. 

 To automate the processes to provide transparency in accessibility of information to its 

stakeholders. 

 To enhance judicial productivity, both qualitatively & quantitatively, to make the justice delivery 

system affordable, accessible, cost effective, predictable, reliable and transparent. 

Advantages of online dispute resolution to the Indian judiciary: 

 The key advantages of establishment of Electronic Courts in India is bringing in a justice serving 

mechanism that is transparent, efficient, affordable, time saving, protects the interests of 

witnesses, reduces the backlog of pending cases and most importantly reduces the number of 

unscrupulous activities. 

 Entire information related to a particular case would be available online. It would be available to 

the attorneys, parties and the general public through the help of internet. 

 Registered attorneys can file their case document directly from their home or office. They do not 

have to worry about postage, traffic congestion or messenger services. They can create a docket 

sheet and update it immediately, when the documents are filed. 

 With the help of internet, the documents of a case can be accessed easily from anywhere at 

anytime. 

 E-courts would help in the computerization of work flow management in courts. Thus, it would 

help to create a better court and case management. Video conferencing facilities would be 

installed in every court complex. Evidence of eyewitness, who are unable to attend the court can 

be recorded through this method. 
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 The information would not be misplaced as all the information regarding the case would be 

carefully recorded and stored. Data keeping would include maintaining the records of e-file 

minute entries, bail orders, warrants etc. 

 In many cases, the witnesses are not able to come to the court and make their statement as the 

other party is too strong and scares them of the consequences. e-Courts can help in dealing with 

such cases. 

Limitations of online dispute resolution in judiciary: 

 E-courts in India is an endless and complicating process. The process of e-filing a document is a 

difficult process. All the evidence cannot be produced in a digital format. 

 Lack of techno legal expertise is the main reason for the poor status of e-courts in India. With 

the absence of techno legal expertise, electronic courts cannot be established in India. The 

country requires more techno legal e-court centers so that the project of e-court can achieve 

success. 

 The project of e-court involves a lot of expenditure. It involves the use of a lot of computers and 

infrastructures. In the long run, e-courts may face the issue of lack of funds. 

 Hackers are getting stronger with every passing day. The possibility of e-Courts getting hacked in 

such a case cannot be denied. 

Measures needed: 

 It is critical to draw up a well-defined and pre-decided framework as it can help in laying a 

concrete roadmap and direction to the e-courts scheme of India. 

 To achieve this, the government must establish an effective task force consisting of judges, 

technologists, court administrators, skill developers and system analysts to draw up a blueprint 

for institutionalizing online access to justice. 

 Such a task force must be charged with the responsibility of establishing hardware, software and 

IT systems for courts; examining application of artificial intelligence benefiting from the data 

base generated through e-courts projects; establishing appropriate e-filing systems and 

procedures. 

 Creating skill training and recognition for paralegals to understand and to help advocates and 

others to access the system to file their cases and add to their pleadings and documents as the 

case moves along. 

 Once the blueprint is ready, the High Courts across the country may refer the same to the Rule 

Committee of the High Court to frame appropriate rules to operationalise the e-court system. 

 One aspect that needs to be focused on is the deployment of a robust security system that 

provides secure access to case information for appropriate parties. The security of e-courts 

infrastructure and system is of paramount importance. 

 Also, user friendly e-courts mechanism, which is simple and easily accessible by the common 

public will encourage litigants to use such facilities in India. 

 The government must also make dedicated efforts in the training of personnel to maintain all 

the e-data. 
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 Also, conducting training sessions to familiarize the Judges with the e-courts framework and 

procedure can give a huge impetus to the successful running of e-courts. 

Way forward for Indian litigation and arbitration: 

 In India, a significant amount of time is spent in resolving disputes which has been the real bane 

of the Indian judiciary system. 

 The e-courts project, if implemented, would go a long way in saving costs and time for the 

litigants. 

 The present government is taking active steps to establish e-courts all over India. All these 

government efforts will result in providing quick and cost effective solutions to the litigants. 

 The judiciary system in India with the help of e-courts can overcome the challenges and make 

the service delivery mechanism transparent and cost efficient. 

 Further, the e-court project also requires the executive and the judiciary to reaffirm their resolve 

to support a speedy, efficient and quality justice delivery in the country. 

 It is also important to discuss steps required to surmount the various challenges facing the 

justice system. 

“Information Superhighways” in democracy are leading to “re-tribalisation” of politics; 

in this context explain the idea of internet ombudsmen. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Internet centred Privacy, security and information use/misuse are the issues for discussions presented 
in detail in the article. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of Information Highways and in what way they are leading to re-tribalisation of 
politics in the country and thus explain the significance of Internet Ombudsmen in this context. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define first what Information Highways are. 
Body: 
Start first by explaining how today misinformation, data theft, alternate facts, post truth world 
challenges all surround social media and growth of internet. 
Information asymmetry eroded very spirit of democracy by limiting the unbiased communication of 
ideas. 
Then move on to suggest what needs to be done, explain the concept of Internet Ombudsman, 
significance in this context. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

With Globalization and increased penetration of Internet, Communication and Technology, there has 

been increasing interplay between government, companies and citizens for big data. The huge 
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amount of data being generated everyday can be at stake if there is no proper regulation on its 

protection, it could be misused by various stakeholders. 

Body: 

‘Information Superhighways’ and re-tribalization of politics: 

 The challenges of access to information for many stakeholders on one hand and complete 

control of data for few stakeholders has led to Information asymmetry 

 Information asymmetry has become so skewed that it has eroded the very spirit of democracy 

by limiting the unbiased communication of ideas. 

 Data is used as means of control and surveillance, whereby powers of government for National 

Security and fraud detection is being misused for political surveillance 

 Citizens receive a flood of unfiltered information which is re-circulated into the network of social 

media causing much greater chaos and uncertainty. 

 There are dedicated IT cells of organisations, governments which carry out a digital form of 

warfare with propaganda and fake news 

 Politicians are able to misuse internet for arousing passions & fragmenting society for political 

gains. 

 According to a report by Omidyar Network India and Monitor Deloitte, many private enterprises 

routinely share the personal data of individuals with third parties including political 

organisations. 

 Indian Government banned 59 Chinese apps in the backdrop of border tensions. However, its 

stance on Facebook & Amazon is unclear where they are facing scrutiny on their own soil for 

their data mining policies 

 The Aadhar Act is alleged as dilution of ‘privacy’ and the standard of proportionality test set up 

by the Supreme Court. Similar concerns are also raised by Arogya Setu App. 

 A national policy on data privacy of individuals is still a non-starter. The Personal Data Protection 

Bill, struggling to be born in Parliament despite conception in 2018. 

 Section 35 of the Personal Data Protection Bill provides the government with unfettered access 

to personal data, negates the three tests of legality, necessity and proportionality given by the 

Supreme Court in Justice S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) vs Union of India. 

 The Bill also allows State and private parties to process personal data without obtaining consent. 

It is the recipe for misuse and also reduces India’s prospects of entering into bilateral 

arrangements for law enforcement access. 

 Seeing the selection committees, terms of appointment, the Authority is likely to be like a 

rehabilitation centre for retired bureaucrats. 

Other challenges: 

 India’s cybersecurity watchdog, CERT-In, last year reported huge data theft of Facebook and 

Twitter users by malicious third party apps 
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 Reportedly, more than 1.3 million credit and debit card details from Indian banks and the data of 

6.8 million users from an Indian health-care website were stolen in the same year. 

Way forward: 

 Only an Internet ombudsman with experts on cyber and Internet laws, IT, data management, 

data science, data security, public administration and national security, and consciously involving 

eminent sections of civil society, can be an effective antidote to unregulated technological 

disruptions. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced an Ombudsman Scheme for Digital Transactions in 

2019. The Scheme will provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint redressal mechanism 

relating to deficiency in customer services in digital transactions conducted through non-bank 

entities regulated by RBI. Government can take queue from this and introduce the digital 

ombudsman. 

Provide for a discourse on the evolution of the concept of judicial review in the 

constitutional history of India. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  ,  Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us Judicial remedies for the Jammu and Kashmir net restrictions. Thus the 
question of judicial review. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the evolution of the concept of judicial review in the constitutional history of India. 
Directive: 
Discourse – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what judicial review is. 
Body: 
Judicial Review is the power of Courts to pronounce upon the constitutionality of legislative and 
executive acts of the government which fall within their normal jurisdiction. 
The role of Judicial Review in Indian Constitution is to protect/provide liberty and freedom of the 
people. Some Indian thinkers have observed that the scope of Judicial Review in India is very limited, 
and the Indian Courts do not enjoy as wide jurisdiction as the courts in America. 
Detail upon the Place of ‘Judicial Review’ In Indian Constitution & Its History. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its importance. 
Introduction: 

Judicial review is the power of the Supreme Court and the High Courts to examine the 

constitutionality of the Acts of the Parliament and the state legislatures and executive orders both 

of the centre and state governments. It is one of the most important features of the judiciary. It is 

the power to reject such laws as are held to be it ultra vires. Judicial review is considered a basic 

structure of the constitution (Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain Case). 

Body: 

Provisions in the Constitution: 
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There are specific and extensive provisions of judicial review in the Constitution of India such 

as Articles 13, 32, 131-136, 143, 226, 227, 246 and 372. Though the term judicial review is not 

mentioned in these Articles but it is implicit. 

Judicial review in India: 

 Although the term Judicial Review has not been mentioned in the Constitution, the provisions of 

various Articles of the Constitution of India have conferred the power of judicial review on the 

Supreme Court. 

 Accordingly, the constitutional validity of a legislative enactment or an executive order may be 

challenged in the Supreme Court on the following grounds. 

o Violation of fundamental rights. 

o Outside the competence of the authority which has framed it. 

o It is repugnant to the Constitutional provisions. 

 The Supreme Court considerably widened the scope of judicial review in India through its 

judgement in Maneka Gandhi’s case. 

Evolution of Judicial Review in the constitutional history of India: 

 In India the power of judicial review was exercised by the courts prior to the commencement of 

the constitution of India. 

 The British Parliament introduced Federal System in India by enacting the Government of India 

Act 1935. 

 The constitution of India envisages a very healthy system of judicial review and it depends upon 

the India judges to act in a way as to maintain the spirit of democracy. 

 In the present democratic setup in India, the court cannot adopt a passive attitude and ask the 

aggrieved party to wait for public opinion against legislative tyranny, but the constitution has 

empowered it to play an active role and to declare a legislation void, if it violates the 

constitution. 

 the scope of judicial review before Indian courts has evolved in three dimensions – firstly, to 

ensure fairness in administrative action, secondly, to protect the constitutionally guaranteed 

fundamental rights of citizens, and thirdly, to rule on questions of legislative competence 

between the centre and the states. 

 The power of the Supreme Court of India to enforce these fundamental rights is derived from 

Article 32 of the Constitution. It gives citizens the right to directly approach the Supreme Court 

for seeking remedies against the violation of these fundamental rights. 

 With the advent of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) and dilution of the concept of locus standi [the 

right or capacity to bring an action or to appear in a court] in recent decades, Article 32 has been 

creatively interpreted to shape innovative remedies such as a ‘continuing mandamus’ for 

ensuring that executive agencies comply with judicial directions. 
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 It was through the expansive interpretation of Article 21 of the Constitution in Maneka Gandhi v 

Union of India (1978), the Court held that the “procedure established by law” envisaged in the 

said article had to be just, reasonable and fair to pass the test of constitutionality. 

 In M Nagaraj v Union of India, the Court declared that fundamental right in Articles 14, 19 and 

21 “stands atop in constitutional value” in a fulsome recognition that “human dignity, equality 

and freedom were conjoined, reciprocal and similar values”. 

 Instances of the Court’s intervention to expand the frontiers of these rights to include redressal 

for the killing of innocent people in false encounters and relief to the victims of custodial 

violence etc, has multiplied in recent times. 

 The Court therefore has established the foundational principles for the exercise of its judicial 

review jurisdiction traceable to Articles 13, 32, 136, 142 and 147 of the Constitution. The high 

court’s judicial review jurisdiction is anchored in Article 226 of the Constitution. 

Though one does not deny that power to review is very important, at the same time one cannot also 

give an absolute power to review and by recognizing judicial review as a part of basic feature of the 

constitutional Courts in India have given a different meaning to the theory of Checks and balances 

this also meant that it has buried the concept of separation of powers where the judiciary will give 

itself an unfettered jurisdiction to review anything everything that is done by the legislature 

Conclusion: 

While the Court’s jurisdiction as a soldier to protect and advance fundamental rights merits loud 

affirmation, the Court however should not to be seen as dismissive or disdainful of the processes of 

democratic governance. The presumption that the legislature understands the needs of its people 

and that even its discrimination and classifications are based on adequate grounds has also been 

acknowledged by the Supreme Court itself. The challenge, therefore, is to find the delicate balance 

between the three organs which nurtures and invigorates institutions designed to serve the ideals of 

a true republic. 

Having invented the principle of institutional integrity, has the Supreme court of India 

applied it uniformly to cases across political dispensations? Give your opinion with 

suitable examples. (250 words) 
Reference: The Wire  
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way the Supreme Court must not be in contempt of its noble position in 
the Constitution of India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to analyse whether Supreme Court of India applied the principle of institutional 
integrity uniformly to cases across political dispensations or not. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what you understand by the principle of institutional integrity. 
Body: 
Such questions are better explained with series of examples demonstrating the context of the 
question. 
Explain that the top court has both saved and failed India in the seventy years of its existence. 
Without the top court’s rulings on basic structure doctrine, its purposive reading of fundamental 
rights and its strict judicial review of scores of illicit executive actions and invalid laws passed by 
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legislatures, India would have been a different country. The top court has played the role of sentinel 
of Indian democracy on multiple occasions. 
But the court has also failed this nation at some of its darkest moments. The era of the Emergency 
was one such juncture when many judges of the top court betrayed the soul of the Indian 
constitution. 
Quote recent incidences where the principle has been compromised. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction: 

Integrity refers to ‘principled behaviour’. the integrity of institutions or institutional integrity refers 

to the integrity on the level of an organisation, or even an entire public administration system, 

where integrity is defined as the correct functioning of the institution and fitness for purpose, its 

coherence and being perceived as legitimate. Guiding, nurturing and developing Indian democracy 

has been the Supreme Court’s true metier. The apex court has had a unique role in shaping the 

destiny of this nation. 

Body: 

The Judiciary in India is undoubtedly the most respected organ of Government in India. The soul and 

heart of this respect comes from the integrity of the Courts and their relative independence from 

the executive and the legislature. There are few defining moments in the history of the judiciary 

when judges have put their neck on the line to stand up for institutional integrity. 

The Supreme Court became the keeper of integrity and the public interest as seen through many of 

its rulings and verdicts.  The top court has both saved and failed India in the seventy years of its 

existence. Without the top court’s rulings on basic structure doctrine, its purposive reading of 

fundamental rights and its strict judicial review of scores of illicit executive actions and invalid laws 

passed by legislatures, India would have been a different country. The top court has played the role 

of sentinel of Indian democracy on multiple occasions. 

 Justice S.H. Kapadia, as CJI, read the order annulling the appointment of P.V. Thomas as chief 

vigilance commissioner, on March 11, 2011. 

 The apex court decisions – especially the order on cancellation of 2G and then coal licenses – 

stripped the UPA of its political legitimacy. 

 The top court not only cancelled the 2G licenses, it also dictated the new telecom policy when it 

asked the government to auction all the telecom spectrum henceforth. 

 Some may argue that the court went overboard, even stepped into the province of the 

executive. However, they were the need of the hour given the weak executive. 

But the court has also failed this nation at some of its darkest moments. 

 The era of the Emergency was one such juncture when many judges of the top court betrayed 

the soul of the Indian constitution. 

 the top court watched silently even as the criminal cases in fake encounters whose investigation 

the court itself had supervised over many years collapsed at the very threshold, at the stage of 

framing of charges itself. 
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 The court also dismissed the petition asking for a probe into the mysterious death of Judge B.H. 

Loya who was presiding over the Sohrabuddin-Kausar Bi-Tulsiram Prajapati extrajudicial killings 

in which a top cabinet minister happened to be a key accused. 

 The habeas corpus petitions filed by the political detainees of Kashmir, the challenge to the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act and electoral bonds, the petition challenging the revocation of 

Article 370 of the constitution have all been all lying in the dockets of the top court, waiting with 

a fading hope for their judicial assessment. 

Way forward: 

 The judiciary must attend to urgent cases. 

 It should restrict the practice of sealed envelopes except in the rarest cases. 

 There should be independence in appointments 

 There is a need set a benchmark on issues related to rights 

Conclusion: 

The court must remember that these and more questions will be probed and reckoned with by 

history. And if they are not adequately addressed, the glorious institution of the Supreme Court of 

India may itself stand in contempt of its noble position in the constitution of India. The institution 

must live up to its legacy. 

Lately judicial activism seems to be on a decline in the country with judicial overreach 

taking the front seat. In light of the statement, evaluate the importance of judicial 

activism in achieving the ideals of democracy. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court recently granted two days to Bhushan to reconsider his “defiant statement” 
refusing to apologize for his contemptuous tweets against the judiciary. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The answer demands explanation on how recently Judicial activism has been on decline and how 
judicial overreach has taken the front seat that can act counterproductive in achieving the goals of 
Democracy. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain what judicial activism and judicial overreach are. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the sea change in judicial approach since Keshavananda Bharti case. Except for a 
blip during emergency – exemplified by Shivkant Shukla v ADM Jabalpur case – judiciary has been 
becoming more and more active. The advent of PIL was, perhaps, the most important step in this 
direction. 
Explain what steps have been taken by Judiciary to achieve the ideals of democracy from past to 
present. 
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Discuss in what way the judiciary is erring now and is on the path of judicial overreach, present the 
case of recent incidences to justify the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the problem and that there is dire need to rectify the erring 
judiciary at this stage so as to preserve the true mandate of it. 
Introduction: 

Judicial Activism refers to the use of judicial power to articulate and enforce what is beneficial for 

the society in general and people at large or judicial activism means the power of the Supreme Court 

and the high court but not the sub-ordinate courts to declare the laws as unconstitutional and 

void. Judicial Activism can be defined as a philosophy of judicial decision making where by judges 

allow their personal views regarding a public policy instead of constitutionalism. 

Body: 

Some cases of activism in India are: 

 Golaknath case in which Supreme Court declared that fundamental rights enshrined in part 3 

are immutable and cannot be amendable 

 Kesavananda Bharti case where by SC introduced doctrine of basic structure i.e. Parliament has 

power to amend without altering basic structure of constitution. 

 SC has assumed a supervisory role in CBI investigation of 2-G scam, in invoking terror laws 

against Hasan Ali Khan. 

Pros of Judicial Activism: 

 It provides a system of checks and balances to the other government branches. Judicial Activism 

is a delicate exercise involving creativity. It brings out required innovation in the form of a 

solution. 

 Judicial Activism provides judges to use their personal wisdom in cases where the law failed to 

provide a balance. 

 Judicial Activism also provides insights into the issues. The reason why this is a good thing is that 

it shows the instilled trust placed in the justice system and its judgments. 

 Many a time public power harms the people, so it becomes necessary for the judiciary to check 

misuse of public power. 

 It provides speedy solutions where the legislature gets stuck in the issue of majority. 

Cons of Judicial Activism: 

 Judges can override any existing law. Hence, it clearly violates the line drawn by the constitution. 

 The judicial opinions of the judges become standards for ruling other cases. 

 Judgment may be influenced by personal or selfish motives. Which can further harm the public 

at large. 

 Repeated interference of courts can erode the faith of the people in the quality, integrity and 

efficiency of governmental institutions. 
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 Courts limit the functioning of government, when it exceeds its power and to stop any abuse or 

misuse of power by government agencies. 

However, in the recent days, judicial overreach has been on the rise as compared to judicial 

activism: 

 The line between Judicial activism and Judicial Overreach is very narrow. In simple terms, when 

Judicial activism crosses its limits and becomes Judicial adventurism it is known as Judicial 

Overreach. 

 When the judiciary oversteps the powers given to it, it may interfere with the proper functioning 

of the legislative or executive organs of government. 

 This is undesirable in any democracy. 

 Judicial Overreach destroys the spirit of separation of powers. 

 In Arun Gopal v. Union of India (2017), the Supreme Court fixed timings for bursting Diwali 

fireworks and prohibited the use of non-green fireworks, although there are no laws to that 

effect. 

 In C. Mehta v. Union of India (2018), the court annulled the statutory Rule 115(21) of the 

Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989, when it directed that no BS-4 vehicle should be sold after 

March 30, 2020, and that only BS-6 vehicles can be sold after that date. 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) ordered that no 15-year-old petrol-driven or 10-year-old 

diesel-driven vehicle will ply in Delhi, and the Supreme Court has directed impounding such 

vehicles, though neither the NGT nor the Supreme Court are legislative bodies. 

Issues with judicial overreach: 

 Dilutes ‘separation of powers’: It destroys the spirit of ‘separation of powers’ between 

Parliament, Executive and Judiciary, enshrined in the constitution. 

 Limited experience: In many cases, courts are often ill-equipped and lack experience to weigh 

the economic, environmental and political costs involved like liquor ban case. 

 No external regulation: The executive remains “accountable” to the people through 5-year 

election process but judges exercise self-regulation and are insulated from any external control 

and thus accountable only to themselves, and their own sense of their limits. 

 Conflict of interest: Sometimes when judicial activism is exercised it is done for solely selfish, 

political or personal reasons. 

 Undermines trust in Parliament: It reduces the trust people pose in the Parliament and elected 

representatives as frequent overreach signals executive inactivity and incompetency. 

 Minority rule/ Undemocratic: Judicial overreach appears as an act of ‘tyranny of unelected’ in a 

democracy. 

 Wastage of court’s time: It is wastage of court’s time, which can otherwise be used for 

adjudicating other important matters relating to public importance pending before the court. 

Way-forward: 
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 Though Article 142 and judicial review has been put to many constructive uses but some 

actions, like declaring the National Judicial Appointments Commission unconstitutional as it tried 

to apply checks on judicial powers, highlight the need for more judicial restraints in using judicial 

review. 

 Maintaining ‘independence’: Judiciary is expected to maintain its primary allegiance to the law 

and the Constitution i.e. to the text of legal instruments and legal interpretation, and to the 

body of judicial precedents. Though there exists a two-way interaction between judiciary and 

executive but the judiciary should keep its moral and philosophical independence intact. 

 Limiting judicial discretion: All cases invoking Article 142 should be referred to a Constitution 

Bench of at least five judges so that this exercise of discretion may be the outcome of five 

independent judicial minds. 

 Review and feedback mechanism: In all cases where the court invokes Article 142, the 

government must bring out a white paper to study the effects of the judgment after a period of 

six months or so from its date. 

Conclusion: 

If judges are free to make laws of their choices, not only would that go against the principle of 

separation of powers, it could also lead to uncertainty in the law and chaos as every judge will start 

drafting his own laws according to his whims and fancies. 

Our Constitution is our act of revolution and the Judiciary its protector. Today when the same 

Judiciary oversteps its limits, it is indispensable that the decision is corrected, reviewed and reversed 

by a larger Bench. 

In a country governed by a written Constitution, the democratic right flows from the attribute of 

constitutional sovereignty. We cannot claim our fundamental right or any other legal rights, unless 

we retain the structure of our sovereignty. 

While discussing the idea of Fiscal council, present arguments both in favour and 

against it, also explain its relevance in today’s times. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The editorial discusses the idea of a Fiscal Council in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the idea of fiscal council and present arguments both in favour and against it, also 
explain its relevance in today’s times. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In the current economic slowdown in the country owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
consequent lockdown, economists opine that the government needs to borrow and spend more now 
in order to support vulnerable households and engineer an economic recovery. 
Body: 
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First explain the idea of Fiscal council; The government can signal its virtue by establishing some new 
institutional mechanism for enforcing fiscal discipline, such as for example a fiscal council. It was first 
recommended by the Thirteenth Finance Commission and was subsequently endorsed by the 
Fourteenth Finance Commission and then by the FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management) Review Committee headed by N.K. Singh. 
A fiscal council, at its core, is a permanent agency with a mandate to independently assess the 
government’s fiscal plans and projections against parameters of macroeconomic sustainability, and 
put out its findings in the public domain. 
Discuss in detail its mandate, functions and present both pros and cons of it. 
Conclusion: 
The best way forward is to start small and scale it up if it proves to be a positive experience. 
Introduction: 

Fiscal councils are independent public institutions aimed at strengthening commitments to 

sustainable public finances through various functions, including public assessments of fiscal plans 

and performance, and the evaluation or provision of macroeconomic and budgetary forecasts. 

Fiscal councils are now part of the institutional fiscal apparatus of over 50 countries, including 

several emerging and developing economies. 

Covid-19 pandemic has made fiscal council more relevant for India as the government needs to 

borrow and spend more now in order to support vulnerable households and engineer economic 

recovery. 

Body: 

 

Relevance of fiscal council in today’s times: 

 The fiscal situation in India has been under severe stress even before COVID-19 and the novel 

coronavirus pandemic has only worsened it. 

 The fiscal deficit of the Centre in 2019-20 as estimated by the Controller General of Accounts 

(CGA) was 4.6%, 0.8 percentage point higher than the revised estimate. 

 For the current year, even without any additional fiscal stimulus, the deficit is estimated at about 

7% of GDP as against 3.5% estimated in the Budget due to a sharp decline in revenues. 

 The consolidated deficit of the Union and States could be as high as 12% of GDP and the overall 

debt could go up to 85%. 

 When off Budget liabilities are considered, the situation looks even more alarming. 

 Various cesses and surcharges are becoming disproportionate proportion of overall divisible 

revenue. 
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 There should be some mechanism to ensure that the basic spirit of the devolution process 

should not be undercut by clever financial engineering or taking recourse to traditions. 

 There is a need for coordination between the finance commission as well as the GST Council. 

GST Council has no clue of what the Finance Commission is doing and Finance Commission has 

even lesser clue of what the GST Council is doing. 

 Also, for state government liabilities, Article 293 (3) provides a constitutional check over 

borrowings. But there is no such restriction on the Centre. 

Advantages of having a fiscal council: 

 First, an unbiased report to Parliament helps to raise the level of debate and brings in greater 

transparency and accountability. 

 Second, costing of various policies and programmes can help to promote transparency over the 

political cycle to discourage populist shifts in fiscal policy and improve accountability. 

 Third, scientific estimates of the cost of programmes and assessment of forecasts could help 

in raising public awareness about their fiscal implications and make people understand the 

nature of budgetary constraint. 

 Finally, the Council will work as a conscience keeper in monitoring rule-based policies, and 

in raising awareness and the level of debate within and outside Parliament. 

 According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), there were 36 countries with independent 

fiscal institution (IFI)s in 2014 and more have been established since. 

 Although their common agenda has been to function as watchdogs, there is considerable 

diversity in their structure and functions. 

 A study by the IMF, documents that the existence of independent fiscal institution (IFI)s is 

associated with stronger primary balances. 

 Countries with IFIs tend to have more accurate macroeconomic and budgetary forecasts. 

 IFIs are likely to raise public awareness and raise the level of public debate on fiscal policy. 

Lessons from other countries: 

 In Belgium, the government is legally required to adopt the macroeconomic forecasts of the 

Federal Planning Bureau and this has significantly helped to reduce bias in these estimates. 

 In Chile, the existence of two independent bodies on Trend GDP and Reference Copper Price has 

greatly helped to improve Budget forecasts. 

 In the U.K., the Office for Budget Responsibility has been important in restoring fiscal 

sustainability. 

 Cross-country evidence shows that fiscal councils exert a strong influence on fiscal 

performances, particularly when they have formal guarantees of independence. 

Way forward: 

 When the markets fail, governments have to intervene. 
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 Whenever governments seem obstructed, it is here that we need systems and institutions to 

ensure checks and balances. 

 In that respect, a Fiscal Council is an important institution needed to complement the rule-based 

fiscal policy. 

 The 14th Finance Commission recommended that an independent Fiscal Council should be 

established through an amendment to the FRBM Act, by inserting a new Section mandating the 

establishment of an independent Fiscal Council to undertake ex ante assessment of budget 

proposals and to ensure their consistency with fiscal policy and Rules. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. Statutory, regulatory and various 

quasi-judicial bodies. 

Explain in what way Enforcement Directorate has become a weapon of choice of the 

day? (250 words ) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  

Introduction: 

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) was established in 1956. ED is responsible for enforcement of 

the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and certain provisions under the Prevention 

of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. The ED Headquarters is situated at New Delhi. 

The Directorate of Enforcement, with its Headquarters at New Delhi is headed by the Director of 

Enforcement. There are five Regional offices at Mumbai, Chennai, Chandigarh, Kolkata and 

Delhi headed by Special Directors of Enforcement. Zonal Offices of the Directorate are headed by a 

Joint Director. The officers are appointed from Indian Revenue Service, Indian Corporate Law 

Service, Indian Police Service and Administrative Services. 

Body 

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) questioned actor Rhea Chakraborty for over eight hours on Friday 

in a money-laundering case it has registered in connection with Bollywood celebrity Ushant Singh 

Rajput’s suspected suicide on June 14. 

Functions of ED: 

 ED investigates suspected violations of the provisions of the FEMA. Suspected violations 

includes, non-realization of export proceeds, “hawala transactions”, purchase of assets abroad, 

possession of foreign currency in huge amount, non-repatriation of foreign exchange, foreign 

exchange violations and other forms of violations under FEMA. 

 ED collects, develops and disseminates intelligence information related to violations of FEMA, 

1999. The ED receives the intelligence inputs from Central and State Intelligence agencies, 

complaints etc. 

 ED has the power to attach the asset of the culprits found guilty of violation of FEMA. 

“Attachment of the assets” means prohibition of transfer, conversion, disposition or movement 

of property by an order issued under Chapter III of the Money Laundering Act [Section 2(1) (d)]. 
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 To undertake, search, seizure, arrest, prosecution action and survey etc. against offender of 

PMLA offence. 

 To provide and seek mutual legal assistance to/from respective states in respect of 

attachment/confiscation of proceeds of crime and handed over the transfer of accused persons 

under Money Laundering Act. 

 To settle cases of violations of the erstwhile FERA, 1973 and FEMA, 1999 and to decide penalties 

imposed on conclusion of settlement proceedings. 

 ED is playing a very crucial role in fighting the menace of corruption in the country. 

Issues surrounding ED’s Independence: 

 Tool for Political Vendetta: The governments of the day have been accused of brazenly using 

agencies like the ED, CBI to settle their own political scores. 

o There are concerns of Enforcement Directorate’s powers being misused to harass 

political opponents and intimidating them. 

o It is said that “Cases and probe agencies spring out of cold storage before elections, and 

turn cold soon after”. 

o Many have held the agencies’ moves as motivated, aimed at tilting the scales in favor of 

the incumbent government, done also through selective leaks by the agencies to 

browbeat political opponents. 

 The Investigation by ED is bound within the territory of India, while several high profile offenders 

have fled the country. 

 There is also a problem of manpower and intelligence gathering in Enforcement Directorate, 

that leads to delay in timely identification and prosecution of offenders. 

Solution to address the issues: 

 Dedicated Fund and Grant for the agency to ensure its independent functioning. 

 Separate Recruitment for Enforcement Directorate on the lines of Civil Services. 

 A separate Academy for training the manpower and to instill the right values and virtues in the 

functioning is needed. 

o To Act without malice, prejudice or bias, and not allow the abuse of power. 

 More powers to ED: Under the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, ED can now confiscate 

properties of offenders outside India, which may not be ‘proceeds of crime’. 

 Separate wings within ED for intelligence, surveillance and investigation can bring more 

efficiency. 

 Standard Training from time to time, to sharpen the investigative skills, and learning from global 

best practices. 

Conclusion: 
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As a premier financial investigation agency of the Government of India, the Enforcement Directorate 

must function in strict compliance with the Constitution and Laws of India. It must endeavour to 

establish and maintain high professional standards and credibility. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

The New National Education policy’s text itself is for the most part admirable but the 

fears arise from the context rather than the text. Critically analyze. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  

Introduction: 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister recently approved the new National 

Education Policy 2020, making way for large scale, transformational reforms in both school and 

higher education sectors. This is the first education policy of the 21st century and replaces the 34-

year-old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986.  Built on the foundational pillars of Access, 

Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability, this policy is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and aims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge society and global 

knowledge superpower by making both school and college education more holistic, flexible, 

multidisciplinary, suited to 21st century needs and aimed at bringing out the unique capabilities of 

each student. A panel headed by former ISRO chief K. Kasturirangan submitted a draft in December 

2018, which was made public and opened for feedback after the Lok Sabha election in May 2019. 

Body: 

Key highlights of the NEP 2020 are: 

School Education 

 Ensuring Universal Access at all levels of school education: 

 NEP 2020 emphasizes on ensuring universal access to school education at all levels- pre-

school to secondary. 

 About 2 crores out of school children will be brought back into main stream under NEP 

2020. 

 Early Childhood Care & Education with new Curricular and Pedagogical Structure: 

 With emphasis on Early Childhood Care and Education, the 10+2 structure of school 

curricula is to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-

11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively. 

 This will bring the hitherto uncovered age group of 3-6 years under school curriculum, 

which has been recognized globally as the crucial stage for development of mental 

faculties of a child. 

 The new system will have 12 years of schooling with three years of Anganwadi/ pre 

schooling. 

 Attaining Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: 
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 Recognizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy as an urgent and necessary prerequisite 

to learning, NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Mission on Foundational Literacy 

and Numeracy by MHRD. 

 Reforms in school curricula and pedagogy: 

 The school curricula and pedagogy will aim for holistic development of learners by 

equipping them with the key 21st century skills, reduction in curricular content to 

enhance essential learning and critical thinking and greater focus on experiential learning. 

 Students will have increased flexibility and choice of subjects. 

 There will be no rigid separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and 

extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams. 

 Vocational education will start in schools from the 6th grade, and will include internships. 

 Multilingualism and the power of language: 

 The policy has emphasized mother tongue/local language/regional language as the 

medium of instruction at least till Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond. 

 Sanskrit to be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an option for 

students, including in the three-language formula. 

 Other classical languages and literatures of India also to be available as options. 

 No language will be imposed on any student. 

 Equitable and Inclusive Education: 

 NEP 2020 aims to ensure that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel because of 

the circumstances of birth or background. 

 Special emphasis will be given on Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Groups(SEDGs) 

which include gender, socio-cultural, and geographical identities and disabilities. 

 Robust Teacher Recruitment and Career Path: 

 Teachers will be recruited through robust, transparent processes. 

 Promotions will be merit-based, with a mechanism for multi-source periodic performance 

appraisals and available progression paths to become educational administrators or 

teacher educators. 

 A common National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be developed by the 

National Council for Teacher Education by 2022, in consultation with NCERT, SCERTs, 

teachers and expert organizations from across levels and regions. 

 School Governance: 

 Schools can be organized into complexes or clusters which will be the basic unit of 

governance and ensure availability of all resources including infrastructure, academic 

libraries and a strong professional teacher community. 
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 Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education: 

 NEP 2020 envisages clear, separate systems for policy making, regulation, operations and 

academic matters. 

 States/UTs will set up independent State School Standards Authority (SSSA). 

 Transparent public self-disclosure of all the basic regulatory information, as laid down by 

the SSSA, will be used extensively for public oversight and accountability. 

 The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework 

(SQAAF) through consultations with all stakeholders. 

Higher Education 

 Increase GER to 50 % by 2035: 

 NEP 2020 aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including 

vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035. 3.5 Crore new seats will be 

added to Higher education institutions. 

 Holistic Multidisciplinary Education: 

 The policy envisages broad based, multi-disciplinary, holistic Under Graduate education 

with flexible curricula, creative combinations of subjects, integration of vocational 

education and multiple entry and exit points with appropriate certification. 

 UG education can be of 3 or 4 years with multiple exit options and appropriate 

certification within this period. 

 For example, Certificate after 1 year, Advanced Diploma after 2 years, Bachelor’s Degree 

after 3 years and Bachelor’s with Research after 4 years. 

 Regulation: 

 Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) will be set up as a single overarching 

umbrella body the for entire higher education, excluding medical and legal education. 

 HECI to have four independent verticals – National Higher Education Regulatory Council 

(NHERC) for regulation, General Education Council (GEC) for standard setting, Higher 

Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding, and National Accreditation Council (NAC) 

for accreditation. 

 HECI will function through faceless intervention through technology, & will have powers 

to penalise HEIs not conforming to norms and standards. 

 Public and private higher education institutions will be governed by the same set of norms 

for regulation, accreditation and academic standards. 

 Rationalised Institutional Architecture: 

 Higher education institutions will be transformed into large, well resourced, vibrant 

multidisciplinary institutions providing high quality teaching, research, and community 

engagement. 
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 The definition of university will allow a spectrum of institutions that range from Research-

intensive Universities to Teaching-intensive Universities and Autonomous degree-granting 

Colleges. 

Other Provisions: 

 Motivated, Energized, and Capable Faculty: 

 NEP makes recommendations for motivating, energizing, and building capacity of faculty 

through clearly defined, independent, transparent recruitment, freedom to design 

curricula/pedagogy, incentivising excellence, movement into institutional leadership. 

 Faculty not delivering on basic norms will be held accountable 

 Teacher Education: 

 A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education, NCFTE 

2021, will be formulated by the NCTE in consultation with NCERT. 

 By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year integrated B.Ed. 

degree. 

 Stringent action will be taken against substandard stand-alone Teacher Education 

Institutions (TEIs). 

 Mentoring Mission: 

 A National Mission for Mentoring will be established, with a large pool of outstanding 

senior/retired faculty – including those with the ability to teach in Indian languages – who 

would be willing to provide short and long-term mentoring/professional support to 

university/college teachers. 

 Financial support for students: 

 Efforts will be made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and 

other SEDGs. 

 The National Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress 

of students receiving scholarships. 

 Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer larger numbers of free ships and scholarships to 

their students. 

 Professional Education: 

 All professional education will be an integral part of the higher education system. 

 Stand-alone technical universities, health science universities, legal and agricultural 

universities etc will aim to become multi-disciplinary institutions. 

 Adult Education: 

 Policy aims to achieve 100% youth and adult literacy. 

 Financing Education: 
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 The Centre and the States will work together to increase the public investment in 

Education sector to reach 6% of GDP at the earliest. 

 Open and Distance Learning: 

 This will be expanded to play a significant role in increasing GER. 

 Measures such as online courses and digital repositories, funding for research, improved 

student services, credit-based recognition of MOOCs, etc., will be taken to ensure it is at 

par with the highest quality in-class programmes. 

Challenges: 

 There is a persistent mismatch between the knowledge & skills imparted and the jobs available. 

This has been one of the main challenges that have affected the Indian education system since 

Independence. 

 NEP 2020 failed to check this, as it is silent on education related to emerging technological fields 

like artificial intelligence, cyberspace, nanotech, etc. 

 An ambitious target of public spending at 6% of GDP has been set. Mobilising financial resources 

will be a big challenge, given the low tax-to-GDP ratio and competing claims on the national 

exchequer of healthcare, national security and other key sectors. 

 The policy has also been criticised due to the legal complexities surrounding the applicability of 

two operative policies namely The Right to Education Act, 2009 and the New Education Policy, 

2020. Certain provisions such as the age of starting schooling will need to be deliberated upon, 

in order to resolve any conundrum between the statute and the recently introduced policy in the 

longer run. 

 it is pertinent to note that past attempts at parliamentary legislations under the erstwhile 

regulatory set up have not been successful. The failure can be attributed to the role of regulators 

and the intended legislative changes being out of alignment, as in the case of Foreign 

Educational Institutions (Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010, which lapsed; and the 

proposed Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act) 

Act, 2018 which remained did not reach the Parliament. 

 While the Universities Grants Commission and the All India Council for Technical Education have 

played a major role, questions pertaining to the role of the UGC and AICTE remain unanswered 

under the new policy. 

 Doubling the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education by 2035 which is one of the stated goals 

of the policy will mean that we must open one new university every week, for the next 15 years. 

 In higher education, the National Education Policy 2020’s focus on inter-disciplinary learning is a 

very welcome step. Universities, especially in India, have for decades been very silo-ed and 

departmentalized. 

Way Forward: 

 The New Education Policy 2020 aims to facilitate an inclusive, participatory and holistic 

approach, which takes into consideration field experiences, empirical research, stakeholder 

feedback, as well as lessons learned from best practices. 
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 It is a progressive shift towards a more scientific approach to education. 

 The prescribed structure will help to cater the ability of the child – stages of cognitive 

development as well as social and physical awareness. 

 If implemented in its true vision, the new structure can bring India at par with the leading 

countries of the world. 

 The education policy should maintain a symbiotic relationship between the different regions of 

the country through the study of different languages. 

 The quality of education provided in the country shall be such that it not only delivers basic 

literacy and numeracy but also creates an analytical environment in the country. 

Write a note Smart India Hackathon and discuss in detail the benefits of the programme 

for various stakeholders. (250 words) 
 Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The question is based on Smart India Hackathon and its advantages to the stakeholders involved. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the Smart India Hackathon, its objectives, motto and purpose. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Smart India Hackathon is a nationwide initiative to provide students with a platform to solve some of 
the pressing problems we face in our daily lives, and thus inculcate a culture of product innovation 
and a mindset of problem-solving. 
Body: 
Explain that it has proved to be extremely successful in promoting out-of-the-box thinking in young 
minds. 
Discuss in what way Smart India Hackathon 2020 will give solutions for complex problems in different 
areas 
Like Environment, waste management, rural development etc. 
Discuss the details of the program; explain who all it would benefit to. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of such programs. 
Introduction: 

Smart India Hackathon (SIH) is a nationwide initiative to provide students with a platform to solve 

some of the pressing problems we face in our daily lives, and thus inculcate a culture of product 

innovation and a mindset of problem-solving. SIH 2020 is the World’s Biggest Hackathon and Open 

Innovation model, an initiative by Ministry of HRD of India. 

The first three editions SIH2017, SIH2018 and SIH2019 proved to be extremely successful in 

promoting innovation out-of-the-box thinking in young minds, especially engineering students from 

across India. 

Body: 
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SIH is an initiative by Ministry of HRD, AICTE, Persistent Systems, i4c. It involves 2 Lakh+ students 

with 57,000+ ideas from 2200+ institutions against 530+ problem statements provided by 120+ 

organizations from across India. It is the World’s biggest Software and Hardware hackathon. 

Rationale behind SIH: 

 Harnesses creativity & expertise of students 

 Sparks institute-level hackathons 

 Builds funnel for ‘Startup India’ campaign 

 Crowd-source solutions for improving governance and quality of life 

 Provides opportunity to citizens to provide innovative solutions to India’s daunting problems 

Benefits of SIH: 

 Country: 

 It will be World’s biggest Open Innovation Movement Opportunity to work with some of 

the best talents in the country. 

 Talented youngsters from all over the country offer out-of-the-box solutions to global 

problems. 

 Companies: 

 Companies will get innovative solutions to the problems in cost effective ways 

Opportunity to be a part of Nation Building Opportunity to brand your company. 

 Nation-wide Recognition and visibility for the companies across all premier institutions in 

India. 

 Students: 

 Harness expertise of students from IISc, IITs, NITs and AICTE/UGC approved institutions. 

 In SIH, the students would also have the opportunity to work on challenges faced within 

the private sector organisations and create world class solutions for some of the top 

companies in the world, thus helping the Private sector hire the best minds from across 

the nation. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, SIH is a unique initiative to identify new and disruptive digital technology innovations for 

solving the challenges faced by our country. It is a non-stop digital product development 

competition, where problems are posed to technology students to suggest innovative solutions. 

Do you think the three-language formula is an attempt to ‘homogenize’ the diverse 

linguistic fabric of the country which consists of many regional languages? Analyse. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami has rejected the possibility of implementing the 
three-language formula advocated in the National Education Policy (NEP 2020) in the state of Tamil 
Nadu. Thus the context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to critically analyse the objective behind the three language formula proposed in 
the NEP 2020 and if it’s an attempt to ‘homogenize’ the diverse linguistic fabric of the country which 
consists of many regional languages. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present in short the background of coming of the concept of three language formula. 
Body: 
The three-language formula for language learning was formulated in 1968 by the Ministry of 
Education of the Government of India and made part of the National Policy on Education, 1968. 
The three-language formula provides for the study of “Hindi, English and modern Indian language 
(preferably one of the southern languages) in the Hindi speaking states and Hindi, English and the 
Regional language in the non-Hindi speaking States”. 
Present arguments in favour and against the three language formula.  Discuss why critics of the 
three-language formula have alleged that its implementation is an attempt to ‘homogenize’ the 
diverse linguistic fabric of the country which consists of many regional languages. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to address the concerns of the state as India’s federal nature and diversity 
demand that no language is given supremacy over another. 
Introduction: 

The three-language formula has its roots back in the year 1961 and it was implemented as a 

result of a consensus during the meeting of various CMs of the Indian states. The Three-Language 

Formula was supposed to be not a goal or a limiting factor in language acquisition, but rather a 

convenient launching pad for the exploration of the expanding horizon of knowledge and the 

emotional integration of the country. 

The National Education Policy 2020 has pushed for the three-language formula, to promote 

multilingualism and national unity. This move has restarted the debate over suitability of three 

language formulas all over India. It has been rejected by the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister recently and 

has only reiterated the State’s unwavering position on an emotive and political issue. 

Body: 

Three language policy: 

 According to the National Education Policy of 1968, the three-language formula means that a 

third language (apart from Hindi and English), which should belong to Modern India, should be 

used for education in Hindi-speaking states. 

 In the states where Hindi is not the primary language, regional languages and English, along with 

Hindi shall be used. 

 This formula was altered and amended by Kothari Commission (1964–66) so as to accommodate 

regional languages and mother tongues of the group identities. Also Hindi and English remained 

at the two ends of the line. 
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 The First Language that students should study Mother tongue or the regional language. 

 The Second Language: 

 In Hindi-speaking states, this would be English or some other language belonging to Modern 

India. 

 In Non-Hindi states, this will be English or Hindi 

 The Third Language: 

 In Hindi-speaking states, this would be English or some other language belonging to Modern 

India, but the one that is not chosen as the second language. 

 In Non-Hindi states, this will be English or some other language belonging to Modern India, 

but the one that is not chosen as the second language. 

Concerns associated over three language formula: 

 Though TLF provides scope for mother tongue language education, the emphasis is lost due to 

varied implementation. 

 Amidst asserting political rights of dominant ethnic groups, this policy fails to protect various 

mother tongues from becoming extinct. 

 Students have to face increased burden of subjects because of the three language formula. 

 In some areas, students are forced to learn Sanskrit. 

 The draft policy’s push for Hindi seems to be based on the premise that 54% of Indians speak 

Hindi. 

 But according to the 2001 Census, 52 crore out of 121 crore people identified Hindi as their 

language. 

 About 32 crore people declared Hindi as their mother tongue. 

 This means that Hindi is the language of less than 44% Indians and mother tongue of only little 

over 25% people in India. 

 But there has been greater push for making Hindi a pan-India language, which is seen as 

imposition of Hindi by many states, especially that of the South. 

 The states like Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Tripura were not ready to teach Hindi and Hindi-

speaking states did not include any south Indian language in their school curriculum. 

 State governments often do not have adequate resources to implement the three –language 

formula. 

 The inadequacy of resources is perhaps the most important aspect of the challenge. For 

resource strapped state governments, it will be an extraordinarily difficult task to invest in so 

many language teachers in a short span of time. 

Way forward: 

 Language is primarily a utilitarian tool. 
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 While acquisition of additional tools can indeed be beneficial, compulsory learning should be 

limited to one’s mother tongue. 

 Besides, English, as the language that provides access to global knowledge and as a link language 

within India, could be a supportive language. 

 Given this, not everyone is satisfied by the changes, and the three-language formula itself is seen 

as an unnecessary imposition. 

 Even if there is intent all around, implementing the three-language formula is not really doable 

in the current situation. Moreover, the two-language formula, or a shoddy version of the three-

language formula has not undermined national harmony. 

Conclusion: 

The three language formula is well intended to bring about national unity by bridging the linguistic 

gap between the states. However, it is not the only option available to integrate the ethnic diversity 

of India. States like Tamil Nadu with their own language policy have managed not only to enhance 

the education standard levels but also promote national integrity even without adopting the three 

language formula. Hence, providing the states autonomy in the language policy seems to be a much 

more viable option than homogenous imposition of three language formula all over India. 

Analyse the importance of reviving the sports culture in India at the grass-root level by 

building a strong framework for all sports. (250 words) 
Reference: pib.gov.in  
Why the question: 
The article talks about identifying grass root talent and strengthening sports infrastructure, Sports 
Minister recently urged states to host annual Khelo India Games to strengthen grassroots-level talent 
identification. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must present a detailed analysis of the importance of reviving the sports culture in India at the 
grass-root level by building a strong framework for all sports. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Highlight the present Sports culture in India in brief. 
Body: 
Discuss how sports culture in India has evolved from nothing to something where efforts to recognise 
talent is being made, To make India a sporting superpower, we need to identify talent as young as 5-
10 years old and groom them to be future champions. 
Discuss the efforts of government in this direction, quote the programs such as Khelo India etc. 
Present the concerns and challenges associated, suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need and importance of identifying the talent from the grassroots. 
Introduction: 

Sports in India refers to the large variety of games played in India, ranging from tribal games 

to more mainstream sports such as football and cricket. Sports infrastructure plays a crucial role in 

achieving excellence in the global arena of sports. It not only helps in producing sportspersons of 
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international repute but also encourages the young population of a country to participate in sporting 

activities with the objective of creating a culturing of sports 

Body: 

Importance of reviving the sports culture in India at grass-root level: 

 To make India a sporting superpower, we need to identify talent as young as 5-10 years old and 

groom them to be future champions. 

 It takes at least 8 years to groom an athlete for the Olympics, and if we identify talent at a later 

stage, then their chances of making it to the Olympic podium is limited. 

 Therefore, the states must concentrate on identifying young talent and to do that organizing 

competitions at the state, district, block and panchayat-level is crucial. 

 Sports and physical education play an important role in developing human capital, increase 

productivity and foster social harmony 

 Typically, School athletic activities provide enjoyable, supervised activities for youth. Student-

athletes report healthier eating habits, higher levels of cardiovascular fitness, increased parental 

support and decreased anxiety and depression. 

 The Khelo India programme created in 2018 has been one of the most comprehensive policies 

India has seen for sport. 

Challenges in promotion of sports culture in India: 

 Lack of infrastructure: This is one of the most important factors for the apathy of the sport in 

India. Since infrastructure is necessary for training and organizing games, its non-availability and 

its access to only a few sections of the society have adversely impacted the sport participation 

and the quality of sports persons. 

 Corruption & Mismanagement of sports authorities: Corruption has become synonymous with 

sports administration in India. Whether it is the most popular cricket or hockey or weightlifting, 

most of the sports authorities in India have come under attack due to corruption charges. 

 State subject: sport is a State subject. The state governments allocate funds for the 

development of sports and sports infrastructure as per their priority. There is no comprehensive 

approach to the development of sports infrastructure uniformly throughout the country 

 Social and economic inequalities: Social and economic inequalities have a negative impact on 

the Indian sport. Denial of access to sports infrastructure due to poverty, concentration of 

stadiums and other sports avenues only in cities, lack of encouragement to girls to participate in 

sports, etc, have impaired the development of a positive sports culture in the country. 

 Policy lacunae: For the development of any sector, formulation and execution of an effective 

policy is a sine qua non. This is true for sports also. Till date, the sports policy planning and 

implementation is centralized in the country due to the paucity of resources and the expertise 

by the State and local governments. Moreover, the absence of a separate ministry of sports at 

the union level reflects the apathy towards sports. 

 Meagre allocation of resources: Compared to other developed and developing countries, 

allocation of financial resources is meager in India. In the Union Budget 2017-18, Rs 1943 crore 
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allocated for sports. While it is Rs 450 crore higher than the previous year, it is much below than 

the around Rs 9000 crore spent annually by the UK for the sports sector. 

Way forward: 

 Sports deserve to be recognized as human resource development (HRD) activity in the Indian 

context. 

 Extension of Justice Lodha Committee recommendations on BCCI to all other sports bodies will 

be a right step in this direction. 

 Sports complexes like the DDA’s Siri Fort one are the need of the hour as they provide much-

needed sports infrastructure for the public. 

 To arrange a dedicated land bank for the setting up of sports infrastructure 

 To adopt the PPP model in which the government will provide institutional and financial support 

for the building of infrastructure and the private sector will manage and maintain its operations 

 Use these facilities for multiple purposes, such as organizing exhibitions, conferences or for the 

setting up of sports academies 

 To make these infrastructural facilities open for the use of the public against membership fees. 

Conclusion: 

Despite the above mentioned measures taken by the government, the sports ecosystem is of poor 

quality in the country. For a country of over 1.33 billion, the existing sports infrastructure is not 

satisfactory. The lack of world-class infrastructure and the inadequate support of the government is 

reflected in poor performance of Indian athletes in major international events like the Olympics. Tiny 

countries like Cuba, Croatia and Lithuania performed better in the 2016 Olympics compared to India. 

It is high time, the public and private sector should come together to lift the Indian sport sector from 

the present deplorable situation. 

Discuss the Mandal moment that saw ferocious backlash by sections of upper castes. 

DO you think entire architecture of reservations needs a review in the country? Support 

your arguments with suitable examples and give solutions to the issues. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
Thirty years ago, on August 7, Indian politics and society changed. In a historic move, the VP Singh 
government decided to implement the recommendations of the Mandal Commission, and open up 
reservations for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in government jobs. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the Mandal moment and the box of Pandora it opened in the Indian society with respect to 
the system of reservations. Discuss in what way India needs to revisit its reservation architecture and 
suggest solutions to address the same. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Briefly discuss what Mandal moment was. 
Body: 
Explain that the Mandal moment saw ferocious backlash by sections of upper castes. This opposition 
was articulated on two axes — the fact that reservations compromised merit, and if at all 
reservations should open up beyond what was offered to Scheduled Castes and Tribes, it should be on 
economic lines. These arguments hid beneath it a real fear of losing power and opportunities. And it 
launched an era of open hostility between upper castes and backward communities, particularly in 
the Hindi heartland. OBCs became a force to contend with, and it is no surprise that no government 
in Uttar Pradesh or Bihar can now be formed without their active support. 
Discuss its effects on the system of reservation in India. 
Suggest measures and remedies that are required to cure the current system of reservation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Mandal empowered communities. But the entire architecture of reservations needs a 
review, with the aim of creating a just, inclusive and equal society, without pandering to populist 
movements. 
Introduction: 

The Second Backward classes commission headed by Indian parliamentarian B.P. Mandal is 

popularly known as ‘Mandal Commission’. It was established in India in 1979 by the Janata Party 

government with a mandate to “identify the socially or educationally backward.” It considered the 

question of seat reservations and quotas for people to redress caste discrimination, and used eleven 

social, economic, and educational indicators to determine backwardness. The commission 

recommended that OBCs should get 27% reservation in jobs in central government services and 

public sector units. 

The decision changed the narrative of Caste that had been the basis of unbridled torture and 

ostracisation into the instrument of social justice. However, it also opened up a Pandora’s Box, 

leading to widespread opposition and vote bank politics. 

Body: 

The Mandal movement: 

 In 1980, the commission’s report affirmed the affirmative action practice under Indian law 

whereby members of Other Backward Classes (OBC), were given exclusive access to a certain 

portion of government Jobs and slots in public universities. 

 27% seats in central government jobs and educational institutions are reserved for the backward 

classes after Mandal Commission recommendations. 

 In 1990, the then Prime Minister V P Singh announced in the Parliament that the 

recommendations of the Mandal Commission would be implemented, resulting in a paradigm 

shift in the national polity. 

 The announcement witnessed violent protests all over India, especially in northern and western 

India, and many students immolated themselves in protest and a few of them died as well. 

 Following the severe opposition, the issue of OBC reservation reached the Supreme Court in 

1992. 

 The decision of 27% reservation for OBCs was later upheld by the Supreme Court in the Indra 

Sawhney Case. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 58 

 The SC also stated that the only caste was not an indicator of social and educational 

backwardness. 

 To ensure that benefits of the recommendations of the Mandal Commission percolated down to 

the most backward communities, the creamy layer criteria was invoked. 

Concerns were raised against Mandal Commission recommendations and it faced severe backlash 

due to: 

 Mandal Commission faced mainly opposition on two grounds, that reservation would 

compromise the merit and can the reservation be given on economic lines. 

 This lowered the importance of merit in securing job by emphasizing more on class reservation. 

 It mostly revolves around vote-bank politics which defeats the original purpose of reservation 

policy. 

 In order to fulfil populist demands, political parties continued to expand reservation to the 

extent that communities who are well-off, avail reservation quotas. 

 This has undermined the entire purpose of reservation, envisaged as a tool to address historic 

injustice, and made it an exercise in power distribution and employment generation. 

 The implementation of the report providing reservation to the backward classes further deepen 

the class divide between upper and lower class. The policy of reservation has caused the 

resentment of those communities which did not have a share in the reservation. 

 It may unleash a more-backward-than-thou race among various castes for the limited spoils, 

lead to corruption in the certification of castes, and raise expectations. 

 The already intense competition gets worsened when caste becomes the basis for selection. 

Thus it will lead to inter-caste rivalries. Since the new policy does not consider all castes equal, 

inequalities within the government departments will increase. 

 Politics based on caste and region became more prominent. Eg Jat reservation agitation. 

 It led to entrenchment and institutionalization of caste as an important determinant in India’s 

socio-politico structure and thus impacting every aspect of life, which is inherently against 

equality and creates fissures in society. 

 According to the Justice Rohini Commission, out of almost 6,000 castes and communities in the 

OBCs, only 40 such communities had gotten 50% of reservation benefits for admission in central 

educational institutions and recruitment to the civil services. 

 This has led to a political divide and demands for sub-categorisation, a process currently 

underway. 

The above mentioned concerns raise the need to look at restructuring the reservation policy. 

Way forward: 

 Reservation has remained a powerful tool of affirmative action. However, after nearly 75 years 

of independence, India’s socio-economic polity has not transformed as expected. 
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 There is an urgent need to ensure that the benefits of reservation reach the really needy and 

deserving. 

 Preparations for Census 2021 are on-going due to the current pandemic. There is still time to 

create an expert group to evaluate the methodology for collecting caste data and include it in 

the Census forms. 

 Losing this opportunity would leave us hanging for another 10 years without good data for 

undertaking sub-categorisation of OBC quota or evaluating claims to OBC status by different 

groups. 

 This should probably be taken as a good opportunity to reshape the nature of affirmative action 

in India. 

 The government will have to expand the economic aspect and create fresh opportunities so that 

people, especially young people, who leave agriculture are absorbed in non-farm sectors. 

 It is time that India made a critical assessment of its affirmative action programmes. 

 The government should consider the economic, political and social wellbeing of the community 

and make a balanced decision. 

 Problems of these castes should be addressed through government schemes and programmes. 

 Progressive steps should be taken to ensure that poorer section among the backward 

communities get the benefit of reservation system. 

 The policy of reservation should be gradually phased out after it serves its purpose. 

Increasing age at first marriage, age at first birth, can be a promising approach to 

improve maternal and child nutrition. Do you agree? Discuss (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Indian Prime Minister has stated in his Independence Day speech that the government may take 
a relook at the age of marriage of women. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way increasing age at first marriage, age at first birth, can be a promising approach 
to improve maternal and child nutrition. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present briefly the background related to the context of the question. 
Body: 
When a girl is married too early and has a child before the age of 20 years, available evidence 
highlights the detrimental effect it has on the health and growth of the baby as well as the health of 
the mother. 
Scientific studies have shown that children born to adolescent mothers (10-19 years) were more likely 
to be stunted (shorter for their age) than those born to young adults (20-24 years), and adult 
mothers. 
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Children born to adolescent mothers also had higher prevalence of low weight as compared to adult 
mothers. 
Given the relation between age of a girl entering motherhood and the age of a girl at marriage, the 
government has indicated its willingness to take strong decisions about the age of marriage of girls. 
Present the counter arguments if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by emphasizing focus on women empowerment. 
Introduction: 

The Prime Minister, during his address to the nation on the 74th Independence Day, announced that 

the central government has set up a committee to reconsider the minimum age of marriage for 

women, which is currently 18 years. The law prescribes a minimum age of marriage to essentially 

outlaw child marriages and prevent abuse of minors. Personal laws of various religions that deal with 

marriage have their own standards, often reflecting custom. 

Body: 

Background: 

 The Union Ministry for Women and Child Development set up a committee, headed by Jaya 

Jaitley, to examine matters pertaining to age of motherhood, imperatives of lowering Maternal 

Mortality Ratio and the improvement of nutritional levels among women. 

 It will examine the correlation of age of marriage and motherhood with health, medical well-

being, and nutritional status of the mother and neonate, infant or child, during pregnancy, birth 

and thereafter. 

 It will also look at key parameters like Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), Maternal Mortality Rate 

(MMR), Total Fertility Rate (TFR), Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) and Child Sex Ratio (CSR), and will 

examine the possibility of increasing the age of marriage for women from the present 18 years 

to 21 years. 

Link Between Age of Marriage and Nutrition: 

 A study conducted by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), which was 

published in 2019, showed that children born to adolescent mothers (10-19 years) were 5 

percentage points more likely to be stunted (shorter for their age) than those born to young 

adults (20-24 years). 

 They were 11 percentage points more stunted than children born to adult mothers (25 years or 

older). 

 Children born to adolescent mothers also had 10 percentage points higher prevalence of low 

weight as adult mothers. 

 It also highlighted other factors, such as lower education among teenage mothers and their poor 

economic status, which had the strongest links with a child’s height and weight measurements. 

 It recommended that increasing age at first marriage, age at first birth, and girl’s education are a 

promising approach to improve maternal and child nutrition. 

Arguments Against Increasing the Minimum Age of Marriage of Women: 
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 The National Coalition Advocating for Adolescent Concerns asserts that increasing the legal age 

of marriage for girls will only “artificially expand the numbers of married persons deemed 

underage and criminalise them and render underage married girls without legal protection”. 

 Instead, transformative, well-resourced measures that increase girls’ access to education and 

health, create enabling opportunities and place girl’s empowerment at the centre will not just 

delay marriage but lead to long term, positive health and education outcomes. 

 It recommended bringing education for three-to-five year-olds and 15-to-18 years under the 

Right to Education, instead of confining the law to children between 6 years to 14 years. 

Need for relooking at the law: 

 There are many arguments in favour of increasing the minimum age of marriage of women. 

 There is a need to bring in gender-neutrality. 

 There is a need to reduce the risks of early pregnancy among women. 

 Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and affects the health of the 

mother. 

 Despite laws mandating minimum age and criminalising sexual intercourse with minor, child 

marriages are very prevalent in India. 

Conclusion: 

Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and affects the health of the 

mother. Thus, there is a need to focus on a mother’s health and readiness to carry a child. 

Government needs to emphasize upon economic and social empowerment of women and girls, as 

well as targeted social and behaviour change communication (SBCC) campaigns. Increasing the 

minimum age of marriage of women will also lead to gender-neutrality. 

What is National Digital Health Mission? What are its objectives? How it will be helpful? 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The Prime Minister in his Independence Day speech has stated the government’s intention to 
implement a National Digital Health Mission (NDHM). 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the objectives of the NDHM, its advantages and other aspects in detail. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 had laid significant emphasis on leveraging digital 
technologies for enhancing the efficiency effectiveness of all healthcare delivery services. 
Body: 
Start narrating the key features of the mission like – Under the National Digital Health Mission, every 
Indian will be given a digital health ID which will contain information regarding disease, medical 
reports, medicine prescribed and consultant doctor details of a person. 
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The National Health Authority (NHA), which runs the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana, would be designing and implementing the NDHM. 
While the core systems of NDHM like Health ID, Digi-Doctor and Health Facility Registry shall be 
owned, operated and maintained by the Government of India, Private stakeholders will be given an 
equal opportunity to integrate with the core system and create their own products. 
The NDHM would be a voluntary programme. 
Then move onto discuss the significance of the program, suggest concerns if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Prime Minister of India announced the launch of National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) on 

74th Independence Day. The NDHM will enable every Indian citizen to have a unique health account 

to enable hassle-free access to healthcare across the country. The mission will be a “completely 

technology-based” initiative and it is expected to revolutionise the health sector. The National 

Digital Health Mission comes under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB 

PM-JAY). The government has said that it will ensure security and privacy of personal information. 

Body: 

The National Health Policy 2017 had envisaged creation of a digital health technology eco-system 

aiming at developing an integrated health information system that serves the needs of all 

stakeholders and improves efficiency, transparency and citizens’ experience with linkage across 

public and private healthcare. 

Objectives: 

 It seeks to provide an efficient and affordable health coverage through a wide-range of data 

and infrastructure services. 

 The key feature of this mission is the technology part – it will leverage open digital systems to 

provide high-quality healthcare for all. 

 It will integrate various digital health services to create an ecosystem which can assimilate 

existing health information systems. 

Key features of NDHM: 

 The NDHM is a complete digital health ecosystem. The NDHM is implemented by theNational 

Health Authority (NHA) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

 Under the National Digital Health Mission, every Indian will get a Health ID card that will work as 

a health account comprising information regarding the person’s past medical conditions, 

treatment and diagnosis. 

 The NDHM would provide technology to manage and analyse data, and create a system of 

personal health records and health applications. 

 Central to the “ecosystem” would be a Personal Health Identifier (PHI) to maintain a Personal 

Health Record (PHR). 

 The PHI would contain the names of patients and those of their immediate family, date of birth, 

gender, mobile number, email address, location, family ID and photograph. 
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 The citizens will be able to give their doctors and health providers one-time access to this data 

during visits to the hospital for consultation. 

 However, access to the confidential medical data will have to be given separately for each visit 

due to fears over data confidentiality. 

 The National Digital Health Mission will allow patients to access health services remotely 

through tele-consultation and e-pharmacies, as well as offer other health-related benefits. 

 The mission will be launched through a pilot launch in UTs including Puducherry, Chandigarh, 

Ladakh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and 

Lakshadweep. 

 After analysing the initial learnings from the launch in the Union Territories, the centre will work 

to launch the mission in the states as well. 

 The Government’s increased focus on tele-medicine and digital health services comes in the 

wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which was taken India and the world by storm. 

Significance of NDHM: 

 The National Digital Health Mission will help lessen all difficulties faced while getting 

appointments to visit a doctor, depositing money or getting a slip in the hospital. 

 The mission aims to improve the efficiency, effectiveness, and transparency of health services in 

the country. 

Way forward: 

 Health being a state subject in India, the standardisation of NDHM architecture across the 

country will need to find ways to accommodate state-specific rules. 

 It also needs to be in sync with government schemes like Ayushman Bharat Yojana and other IT-

enabled schemes like Reproductive Child Health Care and NIKSHAY etc. 

 NDHM must ensure that the health records of the patients remain entirely confidential and 

secure. The right to privacy of individuals must be upheld. 

 In addition, the failure of a similar National Health Service (NHS) in the United Kingdom must be 

learnt lessons from and the technical and implementation-related deficiencies must be 

proactively addressed prior to launching the mission on a pan India scale. 

 The NDHM still does not recognize ‘Health’ as a justiciable right. There should be a push draft at 

making health a right, as prescribed in the draft National Health Policy, 2015. 

Critically analyse the discontinuation of the unequal system of contract teachers/Para-

teachers at all levels in the NEP 2020. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The draft National Education Policy (NEP) of 2019 made an unequivocal statement on the 
discontinuation of the unequal system of contract teachers/para-teachers at all levels, from primary 
right up to colleges and universities. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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Explain in what way NEP 2020 is silent on the contract teacher system and thus such a system erodes 
the quality of education, affects motivation, and goes against the spirit of the Constitution. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting the relevant point mentioned in the NEP 2020 with respect to contract teachers. 
Body: 
The draft National Education Policy (NEP) of 2019 made an unequivocal statement on the 
discontinuation of the unequal system of contract teachers/Para-teachers at all levels, from primary 
right up to colleges and universities. 
 It recognized the need to relieve teachers of non-educational duties, facilitate vibrant professional 
communities and give more autonomy in the classroom. It recognized that none of the ideas 
discussed in the draft policy would be possible without a road map to transform the way teachers are 
positioned in the system. 
Discuss the past practices of hiring contract teachers/para-teachers. Take hints from the article and 
present your points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done to ensure the wrongs in the policy are rectified and made right. 
Introduction: 

Contract teachers are those teachers who are hired on contractual basis. They are relieved of their 

services once the contract is completed. NEP 2020 does not make any unequivocal statement on 

discontinuing the practice of hiring contract teachers. The policy is notable for its silence on equal 

service conditions for all teachers. The idea of locally-recruited teachers, without clarifying their 

service conditions, is worrisome. 

Body: 

 

Current situation of the contract/para teachers in India: 
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 Since the mid-1990s, several state governments across the country have appointed ‘regular 

teachers’ and ‘contract or para teachers’. Since the 1990s, the number of teachers appointed on 

fixed term contracts for a fraction of the salary of regular government school teachers has 

steadily gone up. 

 A study in 2018 by Vimala Ramachandran et al. states that the percentage of ‘para’ or ‘contract’ 

teachers, which was around 7.1 per cent in 2003-04, reached its peak of 12.2 per cent in 2011-

12, before plummeting to about 7.3 per cent in 2014. 

 In absolute numbers, there were 0.5 million para or contract teachers in 2012-13 besides 6.8 

million regular teachers. 

 The total number of contract teachers was about 600,000 in 2017-18, according to the Unified 

District Information System for Education. 

 Across India, in percentage terms, 12.7% of teachers are hired on contract today, with 13.8% 

being in the primary sector and 8.4% in secondary. States such as Jharkhand (57.05%), Mizoram 

(29%), Himachal Pradesh (28.16%), Delhi (25.28%), and West Bengal (21.48%) have more than 

25% of the teacher workforce on contract. 

Why contract/para teacher system needs to be removed: 

 Teachers argue that hiring teachers on contract is a blow to the profession. 

 They also point out that the dual system (different pay for equal work) goes against the spirit of 

the constitutional guarantee of equal pay for equal work. 

 Evidence from several countries reveals that short-term contractual appointments have a 

negative effect on the motivation and social status of teachers. 

 Contract teachers are typically posted in the most-disadvantaged or poor areas and poorly-

resourced schools. 

 Regular teachers get postings in well-connected, big schools. As a result, small schools have 

more contract teachers, many with basic qualifications and almost no in-service training 

opportunities. 

 contract teachers are not provided with regular in-service teacher training, especially when they 

are under a contract that is renewed every year. 

 contract teachers are not eligible for leave and other service benefits. Such unfavourable leave 

policies are particularly harsh on teachers who fall ill or need to take maternity leave. Teachers 

say that such rules go against the constitutionally guaranteed right to equality and non-

discrimination. 

 the appointment of contract teachers is highly politicised. An important aspect of recruiting 

contract teachers instead of regular teachers was the expectation that locally appointed 

teachers could be held accountable by the local government and local community more easily, 

relative to a distant bureaucrat sitting in the state capital or district headquarter. 

 There have been several reports about teachers being hired in states such as Bihar Punjab and 

Haryana without verification of their qualifications or those with false degrees. 

Need for the contract/Para teachers in Indian Education system: 
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 Contract teachers are needed in schools where there are less number of admissions and the 

schools need to run. This is usually seen in areas of disadvantages like tribal areas, remote rural 

areas etc. 

 Across India, 79.1% of teachers on contract are working in “small schools” with an enrolment of 

90 or less. 

 In 2017-18, 68,445 schools functioned exclusively with contract teachers. 

 Even after making allowance for enrolment in private unaided and unregistered private schools, 

the teacher shortages are very significant. It is on this account that the recruitment of para 

teachers has to be considered a priority if all vacancies have to be filled up in shortest period of 

time. 

 The economic argument for para teachers is that provision of teachers as per requirement is 

possible within the financial resources available with the states. 

 The non-economic argument is that a locally selected youth, accountable to the local 

community, undertakes the duties of teaching children with much greater interest. 

Views of the draft NEP 2019 on contract teachers: 

 The draft National Education Policy (NEP) of 2019 made an unequivocal statement on the 

discontinuation of the unequal system of contract teachers/para-teachers at all levels, from 

primary right up to colleges and universities. 

 It recognised the need to relieve teachers of non-educational duties, facilitate vibrant 

professional communities and give more autonomy in the classroom. 

Measures needed: 

 Regularization of the jobs subject to the conditionalities of completing the requisite teacher 

training by certified institutes. 

 Strict qualification criteria and standard recruitment exams for hiring the contract teachers and 

performance based conversion into regular teachers over a fixed period of time. 

Conclusion: 

Quality of education and student learning remains an important concern in India today. Although 

there is no clear policy on hiring contract teachers; the practice was adopted to ensure that there 

are enough teachers to improve access to education.  The practice may have been financially 

reasonable and in some cases led to expansion of educational access; it would be hard to say if the 

model is sustainable in the provision of quality education given the challenges faced by contract 

teachers. We cannot dream of turning the system around unless ‘we as a country’ focus on our 

teachers. 

What kind of experience is India likely to experience as a behavioural change in urban 

mobility? Discuss the need for Investment in infrastructure for more effective 

circulation of people and goods amidst the Covid -19 times. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
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The author of the article explains in detail the possible change in behavioural change in urban 
mobility that the current covid-19 situation has brought and can bring more such changes. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain what kind of experience is India likely to experience as a behavioural change in urban 
mobility. Discuss the need for Investment in infrastructure for more effective circulation of people 
and goods amidst the Covid -19 times. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the current conditions of Covid-19 situation. 
Body: 
In the aftermath of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, India is likely to experience a behavioural 
change in urban mobility. Due to lasting concerns about transmission and a newfound aptitude for 
working from home, we must expect an overall reduced demand and an increased preference for 
personal modes of transport. 
Explain that on the other hand, this crisis also presents an opportunity to guide the recovery of urban 
transport towards long-term development goals. Transport networks in Indian cities, whether public 
or private, road or rail-based, are severely overburdened. Investment in infrastructure to address 
more effective circulation and interchange of people and goods will have an economic multiplier 
effect 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that transport is the backbone around which a city functions. A radical transformation is 
needed. 
Introduction: 

COVID-19 has had a disruptive impact on the way we live and move around, on cities and society as 

a whole. Cities need to steer ‘Mobility as a Service’ that can be accessed by commuters. 

Pedestrians, bicyclists, e-bikers, all must be accommodated alongside public transit. Commute is a 

huge part of urban sustenance and living without which India cannot hope for revival of economic 

growth back to the same trajectory. 

Body 

Covid-19 disease’ primary mechanism of contagion is contact and proximity. The very key factor that 

led to the success of cities — people congregating in close proximity to one another for social and 

economic benefits — is now emerging as an unexpected source of serious health risk. 

Effects of covid-19 lockdown on urban mobility 

The urban transportation landscape is likely to undergo significant changes due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 crisis. Increased risks associated with crowded places combined with social distancing 

measures in public and shared transport are likely to affect modal choices of commuters. 

 Fearing crowd infections, commuters prefer travelling in private modes like two-wheelers. 

o Cities like Delhi, that resumed services nearly four weeks ago, observed less 

ridership than the allowed 20 passengers per bus, despite the limited frequencies on 

many routes. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 68 

o Although bus crowding is seen in some cities such as Mumbai, it is temporary and due to 

a lack of alternatives. 

 Congestion due to Increasing use of personal vehicles: Already, in parts of China, car-use in the 

still recovering economy has surpassed pre-Covid levels as commuters shun public transit to 

maintain social-distancing. 

o They appear willing to accept traffic congestion and longer travel times in the process. 

o The collapse of oil prices has only served to increase the appeal of personal car-use. 

o If this reverse migration away from public transit to personal cars continues, cities will 

become unliveable due to congestion and unhealthy air. 

 Automobile sector: The most immediate and visible effect of COVID-19 in the traditional 

automotive sector is the standstill of many OEM and supplier factories, which will likely 

produce 7.5 million fewer vehicles in 2020. 

 Public Operators cash strapped: Public-transit ridership has fallen 70 to 90 percent in major 

cities across the world, and the operators are burdened with uncertainty and the potential need 

to implement and control strict hygiene protocols—such as compulsory face masks and health 

checks for passengers, or restricting the number of riders in trains and stations to comply with 

space requirements. 

 Local taxis and car-pooling: Ride hailers have also experienced declines of up to 60 to 70 

percent, and many micro mobility and carpooling players have suspended their services. 

o g.: Ola, Uber had to stop pool rides after lockdown resumption. Many migrant drivers 

had not returned back to cities while also suffering loss of income. 

Steps to be taken to ensure safe mobility: 

 Direct efforts towards accessibility instead of only mobility. While mobility focuses on 

movement of people and goods and the distances they cover, accessibility emphasises the ability 

of people to obtain the same goods, services, and activities without necessarily having to move, 

or at least move as much. 

o Transit oriented development is a concept that has come of age, and its implementation 

to enable access to live-work-play triangles without needing to commute long distances 

will be a game-changer for the urbanscape. 

 Safety Protocols: Social Distancing, wearing mask and thermal screening must become 

compulsory in all public transport systems. 

o The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation has released guidelines to tackle several social 

distancing and sanitisation concerns, and to address the possibility of viral transmission 

through tokens, push buttons on lifts, and handrails at the station elevators. 

o Other metro rail systems are also expected to follow similar guidelines. 

 Non-motorised transport should be encouraged and touchless and cashless technologies 

should be adopted to curb COVID-19 transmission on public transit networks, according to a 
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) advisory on public transport for States, cities 

and Metro rail companies. 

o g.: To reduce human interface, cashless systems like BHIM, PhonePe should be used as 

well as the National Common Mobility Card should be quickly rolled out. 

o Fastag will prove to be visionary in this regard. 

o Promotion of non-motorised transport is essential to prevent an increase in the use of 

private vehicles. 

o Improved cycling and walking infrastructure combined with increased public awareness 

are required to achieve sustainable urban mobility. 

 Integrate pricing of all modes of transport, private and public, to ensure continuity of public 

operators of transport in the context of reduced transit demand. 

o We need pricing measures that disincentivise private vehicle adoption through 

congestion pricing, parking charges, and variable pricing to modulate demand, and 

channel revenues from these to cross-subsidise public transit. 

 Infrastructure: Investments in public transport and non-motorised transport will have to be 

prioritized over infrastructure for private vehicles. g.: Dedicated bi-cycle lanes around the city 

 Focus on demand moderation efforts like work from home and staggered working hours should 

be adopted. 

 The first is to employ staff to wipe the handgrips at frequent intervals, constantly moving from 

end to end in the train. 

o Any handgrips in buses also need to be cleaned often. 

o Another is to give wet sanitising wipes to every traveller entering a metro rail coach with 

a suggestion to have it in their palms before touching or gripping anything. 

o Wipe disposal bins will be needed in the coaches. 

 Maintaining hygiene: Offering contact-less wash basins with soap dispensers at the platform 

level could be effective. Signs on hand hygiene vis-a-vis touching surfaces are needed. 

Conclusion 

Transport is the backbone around which a city functions. A radical transformation is needed, and we 

must only look at instances of global cities that used transportation to rejuvenate and reinvent 

themselves away from the auto-centric cities they once were — Istanbul transformed itself through 

pedestrianisation, Amsterdam by inculcating a bicycling culture, Bogota through integrating bus 

networks and land use, and Seoul by turning urban highways into public places. India must use this 

crisis as an opportunity. 

Why is it important to improve the forest cover in the country? Discuss various efforts 

of the government for improving it. (250 words) 
Reference: pib.gov.in 
Why the question: 
Recently States Forest Minister’s Conference held in New Delhi, thus the question. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
The question aims to address the importance of improving the forest cover in the country and assess 
the efforts of the government in this direction. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss what you understand by forest cover, state some key facts and data related to it. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the importance of forest cover, why is it important to improvise it. 
Explain in detail the efforts made by our country in this direction, many initiatives brought by the 
ministry to bring out transformational changes in policies and programmes includes – Massive tree 
plantation, Promoting urban forestry through Nagar Van Scheme, Landscape based catchment 
treatment of major rivers, LiDAR based survey of degraded forest areas for soil moisture conservation 
projects and, Launch of National Transit Portal to facilitate smooth movement of Forest produce etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of forest cover conservation. 
Introduction: 

The biennial India state forest report -2019 released by Forest Survey of India defines Forest 

Cover as all lands more than one hectare in area, with a tree canopy density of more than 10% 

irrespective of ownership and legal status. Such lands may not necessarily be a recorded forest area. 

It also includes orchards, bamboo and palm. 

The total forest cover of the country is 21.67% of the total geographic area of the country. Madhya 

Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha and Maharashtra. 

Body: 

Importance of improving the forest cover: 

 Forests and terrestrial ecosystems more broadly are critical not only to flora and fauna but also 

to communities that depend on them, contributing to poverty reduction, economic growth and 

employment. 

 They provide ecosystem services that are critical to human welfare. These include: 

o Absorbing harmful greenhouse gasses that produce climate change. In tropical forests 

alone, a quarter of a trillion tons of carbon is stored in above and below ground biomass 

o Providing clean water for drinking, bathing, and other household needs 

o Protecting watersheds and reducing or slowing the amount of erosion and chemicals 

that reach waterways 

o Providing food and medicine 

o Serving as a buffer in natural disasters like flood and rainfalls 

o Providing habitat to more than half of the world’s land-based species. 
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 Forest goods provide an important “hidden harvest” for rural populations, keeping many people 

out of extreme poverty. 

 Forests support rural economies in many countries and create jobs and wealth for populations 

with few alternative off-farm employment options. 

 Healthy forests provide critical ecosystem services important to people and economies such as 

habitat for biodiversity, provision of drinking water, water and climate cycle regulation, erosion 

prevention, crop pollination, soil fertility, and flood control. 

 Forests provide a critical carbon sink to slow climate change. 

Various efforts undertaken by Government: 

 National Afforestation Programme (NAP) scheme, National Mission for a Green India (GIM) 

and Forest Fire Prevention & Management Scheme (FFPM) under the MoEF&CC. 

 Green India Mission: It has the broad objective of both increasing the forest and tree cover by 5 

million ha, as well as increasing the quality of the existing forest and tree cover in another 5 

million ha of forest/ non-forest lands in 10 years. 

 National Agroforestry Policy (NAP): A dynamic ecologically based concept which integrates 

woody perennials in the agricultural landscape, diversifies and sustains production. 

 Promoting urban forestry through Nagar Van Scheme, which involves creation of 200 Nagar Van, 

on forest land by adopting a collaborative approach, involving various agencies like forest and 

other departments, NGOs, Corporate Bodies, Industries etc 

 Landscape based catchment treatment of 13 major rivers 

 LiDAR based survey of degraded forest areas for soil moisture conservation projects 

 Launch of National Transit Portal to facilitate smooth movement of Forest produce. 

 School Nursery scheme which aims at involving school students from the young age in nursery 

and plantation operations was also elaborated and discussed during the course of the four-hour 

long meeting. 

 Joint forest management (JFM): It is the concept of developing relationships between fringe 

forest groups and forest department on the basis of mutual trust and jointly defined roles and 

responsibilities for forest protection and development. 

 Funds under Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority 

(CAMPA): In a major boost to promoting afforestation and achieving “green” objectives of the 

country, the Centre handed over Rs 47,436 crore of Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) funds to various States. 

Other measures needed: 

 India must review the programmes that it has been pursuing to revive forests, and move away 

from monoculture plantations that are favoured by even forest development corporations in 

many States. 

 Scientific reforms to bring true nature back are needed. 
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 The latest assessment categorises more than 300,000 sq. km of area as open forests with a tree 

canopy of 10-40%. These lands provide the opportunity to bring back diverse, indigenous trees. 

 Such a measure, combined with a policy against allowing open cast mining, can bring about a 

renaissance. 

 Dedicated efforts will be required to protect the precious forests of the Northeast. 

 The forest policy must be prepared by involving the stakeholders viz. people along with the 

state. 

 Community-led initiatives have successfully regenerated forests by adopting sustainable- use 

practices, regeneration through traditional knowledge of forests and species, guarding and 

penalizing poachers, among others. These must be promoted. 

 Innovative solutions like Tree Ambulance in Tamil Nadu must be emulated across the country. 

 Identify and reduce the dependency. For instance, fuel wood via LPG connections and promoting 

fast growing timbers in forest fringes, grazing via stall feeding or rotational grazing, controlling 

commercial exploitation of forests, adopt zero-tolerance to fires setting targets to reduce fires 

by 50%, 25% to 10% etc. 

 Increase surveillance and setup legal cell in forest department to follow-up on court cases 

Conclusion: 

India’s diverse forests support the livelihoods of 250 million people, providing them firewood, 

fodder, bamboo, beedi leaves and many other products. The timber currently benefits the state 

treasury. There is a need of revamping India’s forest policy. These efforts are critical to meet our 

national and international goals under National Forest Policy, Nationally Determined Commitments 

and restoration of degraded forest land. 

Discuss the key features of Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme for migrants and its utility 

especially in the current covid-19 conditions. (250 words) 
Reference: pib.gov.in 
Why the question: 
The article titled “Atma Nirbhar Bharat Scheme for Migrants – A holistic perspective” discusses in 
detail the nuances of the scheme specifically for migrants amidst the Covid-19. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the key features of Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme for migrants and its utility especially in the 
current covid-19 conditions. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Amidst the outbreak of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis in the country, the Government of India 
had announced various economic measures under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Package (ANBP) in the 
middle of May 2020 for migrant workers across the country. 
Body: 
Discuss the key features of the scheme- The number of inter-state migrants was not 
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Documented liberal estimate of about 8 Crore migrants/stranded migrant persons across the country 
was made. 
Food grains will be provided to projected 8 crores migrant laborers, stranded and needy families, 
who are not covered under NFSA or State scheme PDS cards. 
5 kg of food grain per person, 1 kg of gram/dal per family for the month was to be distributed free of 
cost for the months of May and June to all migrants. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of such scheme especially in such testing times. 
Introduction: 

Prime Minister recently announced an economic package totalling Rs 20 lakh crore to tide over the 

Covid-19 crisis under ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’. The Rs 20 lakh crore package includes the 

government’s recent announcements on supporting key sectors and measures by Reserve Bank of 

India. the economic package would be around the 10 per cent of the GDP. The package is expected 

to focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It will cater to various sections including cottage industry, 

MSMEs, labourers, middle class, and industries, among others. 

 Body: 

Key features of Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme for migrants: 

 One Nation One Card: 

 Migrant workers will be able to access the Public Distribution System (Ration) from any Fair 

Price Shop in India by March 2021 under the scheme of One Nation One Card. 

 The scheme will introduce the inter-state portability of access to ration for migrant labourers. 

 By August 2020 the scheme is estimated to cover 67 crore beneficiaries in 23 states (83% of 

PDS population). 

 All states/union territories are required to complete full automation of fair price shops by 

March 2021 for achieving 100% national portability. 

 Free food grain Supply to migrants: 

 Migrant workers who are not beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act ration card 

or state card will be provided 5 kg of grains per person and 1 kg of chana per family per 

month for two months. 

 Rs 3,500 crore will be spent on this scheme, and eight crore migrants are estimated to benefit 

under it. 

 Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHC) for Migrant Workers / Urban Poor: 

 The migrant labour/urban poor will be provided living facilities at affordable rent under 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

 This will be achieved by: 

 converting government funded housing in the cities into ARHCs through PPPs. 

 incentivising manufacturing units, industries, institutions, associations to develop ARHCs on 

their private land and operate them. 
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Significance of self-reliance and self-efficiency in the times of crisis like the COVID pandemic: 

 The coronavirus disease pandemic (Covid-19) has offered India a valuable lesson on the 

importance of self-reliance and self-sufficiency, and the country, each state within it, each 

district within every state, and each village within every district must aspire to attain the twin 

goals. 

 The definition of self-reliance has undergone a change in the globalized world and clarified that 

when the country talks about self-reliance, it is different from being self-centred. 

 Self-reliance will prepare the country for tough competition in the global supply chain, and it is 

important that the country wins this competition. It will not only increase efficiency in various 

sectors but also ensure quality. 

 Global supply chains have been disrupted and all nations have become preoccupied with 

meeting their own challenges. 

 The importance of local manufacturing, local market and local supply chains was realized during 

pandemic time. All our demands during the crisis were met ‘locally’. Now, it’s time to be vocal 

about the local products and help these local products become global. 

 For instance, the supply chain and global manufacturing controlled by Chinese economy got 

disrupted due to COVID. Thus there is a need to become self-reliant for essential goods and 

service like N95 masks, ventilators etc. 

 Restrictions on travel and mobility have meant tight controls over the flow of goods, services 

and labour across international, state and district borders. 

 The international economic order is changing; the possibility of greater economic cooperation is 

diminishing. So the emphasis should be on the need to leverage India’s inner potential. 

 India has entered in the period of demographic dividend from 2018 and thus working age 

population has increased which needs to be employed at home. This helps in capitalizing the 

Demographic dividend of India. 

 With India (1.37bn) set to surpass China (1.43bn) in becoming country with largest population by 

2027, it also provides for increasing domestic demand which can be catered with locally 

produced goods. 

 The Self-Reliance neither signifies any exclusionary or isolationist strategies but involves creation 

of a helping hand to the whole world. 

 This is not a rejection of globalisation, but a call for a new form of globalisation — from profit-

driven to people-centric which takes into account the needs of labors, vulnerable and have nots. 

Means to achieve the self-reliance and self-sufficiency: 

 Several bold reforms are needed to make the country self-reliant, so that the impact of crisis 

such as COVID, can be negated in future. 

 These reforms include supply chain reforms for agriculture, rational tax system, simple and clear 

laws, capable human resource and a strong financial system. 

 These reforms will promote business, attract investment, and further strengthen Make in India. 
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 Local Governments should be playing a key role in supporting the government’s outreach in vast 

belts of rural India to spread awareness about the coronavirus disease. 

 Local governments can undertake door-to-door campaigns; stitched masks; made hand 

sanitisers for local populations; and provided support to the local administrative and security 

machinery in both providing basic services to residents and enforcing the lockdown. 

Conclusion: 

The slowing down economy as well as weaker forces of globalization demands a new path for the 

New India. Aatmanirbhar mission is a bridge for transforming into NEW INDIA which need balancing 

the interest of capital as well as labour to be effective and efficient. 

In the light of recent the Supreme Court judgement held that daughters would have 

equal rights to inherit ancestral property as sons in a Hindu Undivided Family, analyze 

the Hindu Succession Law and Daughters Rights in India. (250 words) 
Reference: r.search.yahoo.com 
Why the question: 
The article is amidst the recent Supreme Court judgment that upheld daughters would have equal 
rights to inherit ancestral property as sons in a Hindu Undivided Family. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One is expected to analyze the Hindu Succession Law and Daughters Rights in India. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Body: 
In an important judgement, the Supreme Court recently held that daughters would have equal rights 
to inherit ancestral property as sons in a Hindu Undivided Family, saying the amendment in law in 
2005 would have retrospective effect. 
 It said the daughters would have coparcenary rights in joint Hindu family property even if the father 
died before the Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act 2005. A bench of Justices Arun Mishra, S Abdul 
Nazeer and M R Shah said the provisions contained in substituted Section 6 of the Hindu Succession 
Act, 1956 conferred the status of coparcener on the daughter born before or after amendment in the 
same manner as a son with the same rights and liabilities. 
Present the features of Hindu Succession Law. 
Comment in detail upon the rights of Daughters in India historically and the present the current state. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that such judgments bring more justice and gender equity. 
Introduction: 

The Supreme Court recently held that daughters, like sons, have an equal birthright to inherit joint 

Hindu family property. The court decided that the amended Hindu Succession Act, which gives 

daughters equal rights to ancestral property, will have a retrospective effect. It is a significant 

judgment which aims at ensuring “right of equality” of a daughter in a Hindu Undivided Family. 

Though the judgment envisages to rectify one of the discriminatory social practices, it would require 

no less than a behavioral change in the mindset of the Indian society to fulfill the goal of gender 

parity. 

Body: 
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Highlights of Supreme Court ruling recently: 

 It ruled that a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint heir to the ancestral property is by birth and 

does not depend on whether her father is alive or not. 

 Coparcenary (joint-heirship) is by birth, so the father doesn’t need to be living as on 9th 

September 2005, when the Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act was enacted. 

 The SC expanded and promoted the amendments done in 2005 which removed the 

discrimination as contained in Section 6 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 by giving equal rights 

to daughters. 

 It also directed High Courts to dispose of cases involving this issue within six months since they 

would have been pending for years. 

Evolution of the law and daughter’s rights in India: 

 Hindu Succession Act, 1956: 

o The Mitakshara school of Hindu law codified as the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 governed 

succession and inheritance of property but only recognised males as legal heirs. 

o It applied to everyone who is not a Muslim, Christian, Parsi or Jew by religion. Buddhists, 

Sikhs, Jains and followers of Arya Samaj, Brahmo Samaj, are also considered Hindus for 

this law. 

o In a Hindu Undivided Family, several legal heirs through generations can exist jointly. 

Traditionally, only male descendants of a common ancestor along with their mothers, 

wives and unmarried daughters are considered a joint Hindu family. The legal heirs hold 

the family property jointly. 

 Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005: 

o The 1956 Act was amended in September 2005 and women were recognised as 

coparceners for property partitions arising from 2005. 

o The 174th Law Commission Report had recommended the reform in Hindu succession 

law. 
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o Before the 2005 amendment, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 

had made this change in the law and Kerala had abolished the Hindu Joint Family System 

in 1975. 

o Section 6 of the Act was amended to make a daughter of a coparcener also a coparcener 

by birth “in her own right in the same manner as the son”. 

o It also gave the daughter the same rights and liabilities “in the coparcenary property as 

she would have had if she had been a son”. 

o The law applies to ancestral property and to intestate succession in personal property, 

where succession happens as per law and not through a will. 

Significance of the ruling: 

 The verdict has cleared the confusion about the law and made it clear that the amendment to 

the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 granting equal rights to daughters to inherit ancestral property 

would have retrospective effect. 

 The court recognized that gender cannot be grounds for denying anyone their inheritance rights. 

This interpretation by the Supreme Court has removed male primacy over Hindu ancestral 

property. 

 Giving the daughter equal coparcenary rights is in consonance with the spirit of equality, under 

Article 14 of the Indian constitution. 

 It is a major push for women who lack economic resources and are often marginalised by male 

members of the family. The fact that a law and not just a will decides women’s property rights is 

significant. 

Conclusion: 

Gender justice is far from being reality in India, with several other inequalities of caste, religion and 

class reinforcing the secondary status of women. Over the years, the expansion of educational and 

other opportunities has bent social attitudes towards gender justice, making what seemed 

abhorrently subversive once (the right to divorce, the end of polygamy) a matter of reasonable 

progress now. 

But the judgment is in sync with a larger churn in Indian life, that has seen women extract similar 

concessions from families and religions, that involves citizens and communities using constitutional 

promises to push institutions towards change. This ruling is a seal on a substantive change in the 

Hindu undivided family. 

Jal Jeevan mission if implemented effectively will improve water accessibility in rural 

areas of the country. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: pib.gov.in 
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the success story of Jal Jeevan mission in the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the contributions of Jal jeevan mission in improving water accessibility to the rural 
areas in the country. 
Directive: 
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Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining about the Jal Jeevan Mission. 
Body: 
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): 
It envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household through 
Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. It focuses on integrated demand and supply 
side management of water at the local level. 
Creation of local infrastructure for source sustainability measures as mandatory elements, like 
rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household wastewater for reuse, 
would be undertaken in convergence with other government programmes/schemes. 
 It is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, Education and 
Communication as a key component of the mission. JJM looks to create a janandolan for water, 
thereby making it everyone’s priority. 
Then discuss in what way it helps improvise upon the accessibility component of water in rural 
areas.  One can present case study to substantiate better. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Jal Jeevan mission if implemented effectively will improve water accessibility in rural 
areas. 
Introduction: 

The Prime Minister announced the Jal Jeevan Mission during the 2019 Independence day 

speech, which plans to supply water to all households by 2024. It will be a decentralised, 

community-managed and sustainable water management scheme. 

Body: 

Salient features of Jal Jeevan mission: 

 Jal Jeevan Mission aims at ensuring potable water supply in adequate quantity at the rate of 55 

litres per person per day and of prescribed quality to every rural household of the country 

through Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. 

 The provision of household tap connection in rural areas will help in removing ‘drudgery’ of 

women, especially the girls. It will also improve the ‘ease of living’ for people living in rural areas. 

 JJM focuses on integrated demand and supply-side management of water at the local level. 

 Creation of local infrastructure for source sustainability measures as mandatory elements, like 

rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household wastewater for 

reuse, would be undertaken in convergence with other government programmes/schemes. 

 The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, 

Education and Communication as a key component of the mission. 

 JJM looks to create a jan Andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority. 

 The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-

Eastern States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories. 

 The Central government has recently released the operational guidelines for JJM. 
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 For the implementation of JJM, following institutional arrangement has been proposed: 

 National Jal Jeevan Mission (NJJM) at the Central level 

 State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) at the State level 

 District Water and Sanitation Mission (DWSM) at the District level 

 Village Water Sanitation Committee (VWSC) at Village level 

 Every village will prepare a Village Action Plan (VAP) which will have three components: 

 Water source & its maintenance 

 Water supply and 

 Greywater (domestic wastewater) management. 

Current Scenario of water supply in rural areas: 

 For many years, the central and state governments have been making efforts to increase access 

to safe and adequate drinking water. 

 The provision of a basic quantity of drinking water in rural India has been achieved through hand 

pumps, dug wells, household water supply (HWS), etc. 

 Thus, while states like Sikkim managed to achieve high levels of HWS, a relatively low percentage 

of rural Indian households have access to this. 

Challenges faced: 

 In rural drinking water service delivery, there is inadequate attention given to taking measures 

to sustain the source of the water, in most cases groundwater is a challenge. 

 This proposed mission will make source sustainability measures mandatory prior to pumping and 

distributing water to households. 

 Another issue with the traditional approach to service delivery was that the provision of drinking 

water was viewed primarily as an engineering solution, with schemes being planned and 

executed by the public health and engineering departments. 

 However, water is an ideal sector for the applicability of the principle of subsidiarity, performing 

only those tasks which cannot be performed effectively at a more immediate or local level. 

Jal Jeevan mission – a solution: 

 With adequate capacity building and training, water can be most efficiently managed at the 

lowest appropriate level. 

 Adopting this principle, the Jal Jeevan Mission’s first preference will be to have community-

managed single village ground water-based schemes, wherever sufficient quantity and good 

quality of groundwater exists. 

 Wherever adequate quantity of safe groundwater is not present, or where it may be technically 

not feasible to have single-village schemes, surface water-based multi-village schemes will be 

promoted. 
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 Further, in some remote regions, where it may not be techno-economically feasible to 

have household water supply schemes, local innovations, such as solar-based schemes will be 

encouraged. 

 It is not commonly known that household waste water from HWS amounts to about 75% of the 

amount of water supplied. 

 With the rural households to get HWS under the proposed mission, huge quantities of 

household waste water will be generated across the country, therefore making its effective 

management critical. 

 There is a plan to include a mandatory provision under the mission for the effective channelling 

and treatment of household waste water, through appropriate and low cost drainage and 

treatment systems. 

 Once appropriately treated, this waste water can be used for both recharge of groundwater as 

well as for irrigation purposes. 

Way forward: 

 An extensive information, education and communication will be needed to create a people’s 

movement for water management. 

 The ongoing Jal Shakti Abhiyan will help in creating awareness about the importance of 

integrating source sustainability and water reuse. 

 This integrated approach to decentralised, community managed, and sustainable 

water management is the backbone of the government’s plan to ensure that every household 

gets the benefits of water supply. 

Conclusion: 

The Jal Jeevan Mission will be a major step towards improving our people’s ease of living and 

meeting their aspirations of a New India. 

While various government initiatives and policies have created opportunities in the 

affordable housing segment, there are challenges that still persist. Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The question is based on the aspects of government initiatives and policies that have created 
opportunities in the affordable housing segment and challenges associated with it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the various government initiatives/policies in affordable housing sector in India and the 
opportunities created by it while also highlighting the associated challenges. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly present the context of the question. 
Body: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.financialexpress.com/money/affordable-housing-may-recover-faster-post-covid-19-but-challenges-remain/2054951/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 81 

Discuss the various government initiatives/policies in affordable housing sector in India and the 
opportunities created by it. 
Various government initiatives that aim at creating opportunities to ensure affordable housing 
finance, affordable technology design and affordable land and infrastructure are – “Housing for All 
by 2022: Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna (PMAY), Affordable housing recognized at par with 
infrastructure, Relaxing eligibility criteria of home size from built up area to carpet area, Tax relief on 
home sales and reduction in holding period for long-term capital gains etc. 
Discuss the underlying challenges in detail. 
Briefly suggest remedial measures. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward. 
Introduction: 

Affordable Housing for All was first carved as an objective in the National Urban Housing and 

Habitat Policy (NUHHP), 2007 of India. It rose to prominence in the aftermath of the Global Financial 

Crisis (GFC) of 2008 when muted real estate demand and the economic slowdown prompted Indian 

real estate developers to focus on affordable housing. The biggest boost came when the 

Government of India launched the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) – Urban in June 2015. 

Body: 

 

Affordable housing in India is defined as a house or a flat with carpet area up to 90 square metres in 

non-metropolitan cities and towns, and 60 square metres in metropolitan cities and having value up 

to Rs 45 lakh, for both. 

Measures undertaken so far for affordable housing: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 82 

 The Government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) have taken numerous measures to give a 

boost to this sector over the past few years. 

 PMAY (Gramin), which comes under the ambit of the Ministry of Rural Development and 

 PMAY (Urban), which falls under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

 The target for PMAY is to build approximately 1.2 crore affordable homes in urban centers by 

the year 2022 in 4 years. 

 PMAY has already quadrupled the number of affordable house sanctioned when compared to 

the previous 10 years of JNNURM. 

 Affordable housing is also included under RBI’s priority sector lending programme. 

Challenges faced by affordable housing schemes: 

 Various challenges continue to hamper the pace of affordable housing development in India. 

 Lack of suitable low-cost land parcels within the city limits, lengthy approval process and 

multiple clearances, lack of access to cheap credit for construction finance, low profit margins 

are a few such challenges. 

 This has limited the participation of large, organised real estate players in affordable housing 

projects. 

 Affordable housing sales have failed to gather momentum despite the conducive environment. 

 While a definitive cause is still to be ascertained, a few possible reasons could be the need for 

further government incentives, frail economic conditions impacting employment and income 

levels resulting in risk-averse buyer sentiments, challenges in implementation of government 

incentives, difficulty in credit availability due to the Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) 

liquidity crisis, and the millennial mindset to be asset light preferring to rent instead of purchase. 

 The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent lockdowns have had significant 

impact on all businesses, including real estate. All construction activity had to be completely 

halted during the lockdown phase. 

 Post lockdown, while cost of inputs such as steel and cement have increased, the availability of 

construction labour has gone down. 

 This has not only increased the cost of construction for developers but has also caused delays in 

project completions. 

 Further, as banks and lending institutions have resorted to tighter lending norms in light of the 

present economic situation, developers are finding it hard to avail credit. 

 This, along with muted demand, have severely impacted developer cash flows. 

Way forward: 

 This segment can grow rapidly if the necessary factors such as incentives are in place. 

 Also, as affordable housing is an end-user driven market, the prevailing low property prices and 

low home loan interest rates could prompt home-buyers to make their purchase decisions. 
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 Extension of the Credit-Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) up to 31st March 2021 is an added 

incentive for the Middle-Income Group (MIG) buyers. 

 RBI’s policy rate cuts along with National Housing Bank (NHB)’s infusion of Rs 100 bn into eligible 

Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) are likely to help revive supply momentum of affordable 

housing projects. 

 The extension of Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) deadlines for project completions will 

give the developer community a much-needed breather. 

 Also, as incidence of reverse migration in the country was strong in the wake of the ongoing 

crisis, it could result in an increased demand for affordable housing in Tier-II and Tier-III cities. 

 On the whole, the affordable housing segment has the potential to recover faster than other 

residential segments. 

 The target audience of this segment are the LIG / Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and MIG 

earners who form a sizeable chunk of India’s total population. 

 If sufficiently incentivised, the affordable housing sector could benefit significantly from the 

sheer size of its target group. 

Do you agree that India is falling short of standards of social and distributive justice? 

And for the trend to be reversed, putting justice back into public discourse should be 

the priority? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The author presents to us a detailed analysis of the marginalisation of justice in public discourse. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way India is falling short of standards on social and distributive justice. Also discuss 
the need to recognise the importance of public discourse. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what you understand by social and distributive justice. 
Body: 
In India it’s a known fact that while self-interest and national glory dominate, concern for distributive 
justice is rare. 
Then explain what is distributive justice and why is it important. The idea of distributive justice 
requires not only a social condition marked by an absence of love or familiarity, but also the 
circumstances of justice. 
Discuss the associate concepts of Need-based principle and the concept of desert. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the most reasonable egalitarian conceptions of justice try to find a balance between 
need and desert. 
Introduction: 

Distributive justice is concerned with the distribution and allocation of common goods and common 

burdens. These benefits and burdens span all dimensions of social life and assume all forms, 
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including income, economic wealth, political power, taxation, work obligations, education, shelter, 

health care, military service, community involvement and religious activities. 

Body: 

India is falling short of standards of social and distributive justice: 

 Indian society is afflicted by deep material, cultural and knowledge-related inequalities. 

 Innumerable examples can be cited in Indian history, where aspects of this hierarchical notion 

had been temporarily opposed — in the early teachings of the Buddha, passages in Indian epics, 

Bhakti poetry, and protest movements such as Veerashaivism. 

 In present times, however, this challenge has become robust, explicit and sustained. This is so 

because of the prevalence of the idea that each person, regardless of caste, class, colour, creed 

or gender, has equal moral worth. 

 While dealing with resource or burden sharing, prominence given to hierarchical notions of 

Justice rather than egalitarian Justice 

 In hierarchical notions, the justice that is due to a person is established by one’s place within a 

hierarchical system. 

 The caste system of India where the rank or hierarchy of an individual is determined at birth is 

an example for the same. 

 In societies which are still infested with live hierarchies, people must first struggle for 

recognition as equals, for what might be called basic social justice. 

 Then, they must decide how to share all social benefits and burdens among equal persons — the 

essence of egalitarian distributive justice. 

Measures needed to put justice back in public discourse are: 

 The need-based principle, which talks about what is due to a person is what one really needs. In 

other words, whatever is necessary for general human well-being. 

 Since our basic needs are identical, justice requires their fulfilment in every single person. 

Beyond this basic threshold, our needs usually vary, and therefore justice further requires the 

fulfilment of different needs. 

 The principle of desert, which talks about what is due to a person is what he or she deserves 

determined by her own qualities and hard work. 

 This underpins the idea of equal opportunity to all, albeit with justified inequalities of outcome. 

 Most reasonable egalitarian conceptions of justice try to find a balance between need and 

desert. 

 They try to ensure a distribution of goods and abilities (benefits) that satisfies everyone’s needs, 

and a fair distribution of social burdens or sacrifices required for fulfilling them. 

 After this, rewards are permissible to those who by virtue of natural gift, social learning and 

personal effort, deserve more. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 85 

 It is therefore imperative to ask where we stand in relation to different forms of egalitarian 

justice mentioned in our Preamble. 

Conclusion: 

Articles 142, 144 and the Fundamental Rights enshrined in Part III of the Constitution provide for a 

just and fair society and ensure distributive justice as has been seen even before the enactment of 

the Constitution. Many judgements originating from the Public Interest Litigation also strengthened 

the idea of distributive justice. 

The principles of equity, equality, and social need are most relevant in the context of distributive 

justice, but might play a role in a variety of social justice issues.  These principles all appeal to the 

notion that fair treatment is a matter of giving people what they deserve.  It is not as though there is 

some single determined outcome reflecting them. 

Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders. 

Discuss the importance of involving civil society in prelegislative Scrutiny and mention 

the steps that can be taken by the government to increase public engagement in it. 

(250 words) 
Reference: PRS INDIA 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the point of involving civil society in the prelegislative scrutiny of the 
government. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must elaborate in detail the concept of prelegislative scrutiny, the importance of involving civil 
society in it and also steps that can be taken by the government to increase public engagement in it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by suggesting the importance of citizen’s participation in public policy making. 
Body: 
The need to build linkages between citizens and the policy-making process arises from the necessity 
to have greater transparency and equality of access for all stakeholders that form the bedrock of a 
democratic framework. Pre-legislative scrutiny calls for a process to garner public feedback at an 
early stage of framing a law or statute. 
Then move onto suggest means to ensure the participation of the citizenry in pre-legislative scrutiny 
of policies. 
Conclusion: 
Hint at the past policies of the government in this direction and suggest what more needs to be done 
in this direction and conclude. 
Introduction: 
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Citizen’s participation is a process which provides private individuals an opportunity to influence 

public decisions and to be a component of the democratic decision-making process. There is a need 

to build linkages between citizens and the policy making process, especially by strengthening 

scrutiny before a Bill is introduced in Parliament. Currently, there is no process established to ensure 

pre-legislative scrutiny by the citizenry. 

Body: 

Importance of involving civil society in prelegislative scrutiny: 

 The main aim of public participation is to encourage the public to have meaningful input into the 

decision-making process. 

 Public participation thus provides the opportunity for communication between agencies making 

decisions and the public. 

 This communication can be an early warning system for public concerns, a means through which 

accurate and timely information can be disseminated, and can contribute to sustainable 

decision-making. 

 These benefits apply when public participation is a two-way process—where both the agency 

and the public can learn and gain benefit. 

 Effective public participation allows the public’s values to be identified and incorporated into 

decisions that ultimately affect them 

Benefits of public participation: 

 Improved understanding of client expectations and user group needs 

 Improved agency understanding of conservation issues 

 Improved agency understanding of the role and contribution of the community 

 Greater continuity in knowledge 

 Ability to build community support for a project and to improve stakeholder relationships 

 Improved public understanding of the agency’s responsibilities 

 Improved staff and community technical knowledge 

 Improved agency credibility within the community 

 Improved quality of decision-making by agencies 

 Enhancement of social capital and flow-on social and economic benefits 

 Enhanced and informed political process 

 Greater compliance through increased ownership of a solution 

 Greater community advocacy for biodiversity protection 

 Greater access to community skills and knowledge 
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 Improved community understanding of conservation issues and responsibility for conservation 

outcomes 

There are several instances, in the last few years itself, wherein civil society groups have played an 

active role in the development of pre-legislative scrutiny in India. 

 Public consultation with cross-section of stakeholders when drafting a Bill: The Right to 

Information Act is seen as a landmark legislation when highlighting the role of civil society actors 

in the drafting of a Bill. It also serves as a prime example for how it the movement mobilised 

widespread public opinion for the Bill, bringing together different sections of the citizenry. 

 Public feedback on draft Bills: In several cases, after a Bill has been drafted the concerned 

ministry or public body publishes the Bill, inviting public comments. The Right to Education Bill, 

the National Identification Authority Bill and the Draft Direct Taxes Code Bill 2009 are recent 

cases in point. These announcements are made through advertisements published in 

newspapers and other media. For instance, the government has recently proposed to amend the 

rules of the RTI and has invited public feedback on the rules by December 27. 

 Engaging with legislators: It is important to expand engagement with lawmakers after the Bill 

has been introduced in Parliament, as they will determine what the law will finally contain. This 

is done by approaching individual legislators or members of the committee which is likely to 

examine the legislation. Standing Committees invite feedback on the Bill through newspaper 

advertisements.  For instance, the Standing Committee examining the Civil Nuclear Liability Bill 

heard testimonies from journalists, civil society groups, think-tank’s, public bodies and 

government departments. 

Measures to enhance public engagement in the pre-legislative process: 

 Making all Bills available in the public domain for a stipulated period before introducing them in 

the legislature. This includes, publishing these Bills in forms (language, medium etc) that are 

accessible to the general public. 

 Making a report or Green paper on the legislative priorities addressed by the Bill available for 

citizens. 

 Forming adhoc committees to scrutinise the Bill before it is piloted in the House. 

 Having Standing Committees examine the Bill before introducing it in the House. 

 Providing a financial memorandum for each Bill, which specifies the budgetary allocation for the 

process/bodies created by the Bill. 

 Creating online fora for discussion. For the sections of the stakeholders who have limited access 

to the internet, efforts are made to proactively consult them through other media. 

 Expanding the purview of citizens’ right to petition their representatives with legislative 

proposals. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need for greater transparency in the policymaking process and equality of access for all 

stakeholders in engaging with the process. India is the largest democracy in the world and Indian 

citizens are enthusiastic to be a part of governance. In a democratic system, citizen participation is 
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one of the key components of the decision making process. People’s participation can make a 

country’s development inclusive and targeted. Thus, efforts must be made to increase People’s 

participation in a democracy. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Give an account of the benefits that can accrue from the One Nation One Ration Card 

scheme. In this context, also discuss the challenges that need to be addressed for the 

scheme to become a success. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint  
Why the question: 
The question is based on the rationale of One Nation One Ration Card scheme. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way this scheme will be instrumental in the welfare of migrant workers and play a 
vital role in averting migrant crisis as it existed today. Also discuss the challenges associated with it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the fact that Covid-19 pandemic has created a dilemma of lives vs livelihood, for 
governments as well as citizens. But in the absence of basic income and food security, this dilemma 
may hurt migrant workers the most and will lead to a migrant crisis. 
Body: 
Account for the advantages that the scheme can accrue. Discuss in detail the rationale behind the 
ONORC scheme. Discuss the benefits. 
List down the possible challenges associated with implementation and execution of the scheme. 
Suggest what steps need to be taken to address those challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

One Nation One Ration Card Scheme which will allow portability of food security benefits. 

This means poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidized rice and wheat from any ration shop 

in the country. Recently the Supreme Court (SC), asked the Union government to examine the 

feasibility of implementing the “one nation one ration card” (ONORC) scheme during the national 

lockdown. Consequently, Finance Minister announced the national rollout of a ‘One Nation, One 

Ration Card’ system in all states and Union Territories by March 2021. As of now, about 20 states 

have come on board to implement the inter-state ration card portability. 

Body: 
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Highlights of the scheme: 

 The poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidised rice and wheat from any ration shop in 

the country but for that their ration cards must be linked to Aadhaar. 

 Migrants would only be eligible for the subsidies supported by the Centre, which include rice 

sold at Rs. 3/kg and wheat at Rs. 2/kg, it would not include subsidies given by their respective 

state government in some other state. 

 This scheme will ensure that no poor person is deprived of subsidised grains. 

 The scheme can be implemented as already 77% of the ration shops across the country have PoS 

machines and more than 85% of people covered under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) 

have their cards linked to Aadhaar. 

 For remaining beneficiaries, all the States have been given one more year to use point of sale 

(PoS) machines in the ration shops and implement the scheme. 

 The new system, based on a technological solution, will identify a beneficiary through biometric 

authentication on electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices installed at the FPSs, and enable that 

person to purchase the quantity of foodgrains to which she is entitled under the NFSA. 

 The Annavitran portal enables a migrant worker or his family to avail the benefits of PDS outside 

their district but within their state. 
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 While a person can buy her share of foodgrains as per her entitlement under the NFSA, 

wherever she is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised foodgrains from 

their ration dealer back home. 

Significance of Scheme: 

 For migrant labourers: 

 India has had food security benefit schemes which have domicile based access. 

 36 crore people or 37% of the population is that of migrant labourers. The scheme is 

therefore important for anyone who is going to move from one place to the other. 

 It happens that when one moves from one place to the other (for e.g. a government 

employee being transferred from one place to another), it takes about two to three months 

to get a ration card at that next place and then further more time to start getting 

commodities against the same. 

 After the implementation of the scheme, it would be ensured that a migrant is able to 

access the benefits which are due to him in any part of the country. 

 This would be ensured on the basis of Aadhaar authentication and a validated data. 

 For Women: 

 ONORC will be particularly beneficial for women and other disadvantaged groups, given 

how social identity (caste, class and gender) and other contextual factors (including power 

relations) provide a strong backdrop in accessing PDS. 

 Provides Choice: 

 ONORC will give the beneficiaries the opportunity to opt for the dealer of their choice. If 

any dealer misbehaves or misallocates, the beneficiary can switch to another FPS shop 

instantly. 

 ONORC lets the beneficiaries choose the PDS shop that best delivers on the attributes. 

 Curbing corruption: 

 In ONORC Scheme, the fundamental prerequisite is de-duplication so that it is ensured that 

the same person does not figure as a beneficiary in two different locations of the country. 

 With the help of the scheme, the government would be able to rightly target the 

beneficiaries to provide them with the foodgrains under the PDS. The scheme is linked with 

Aadhaar and biometrics, this removes most possibilities of corruption. 

 The government is creating a central data repository to get all the details of ration card 

which are being maintained by states so that the repository acts as a clearing house or a 

server to do the cross checking on the basis of Aadhaar authentication. 

 This ensures that there is no corruption or duplication of the benefits that are being passed 

on to the beneficiaries. The government will ensure all these things with the help of 

technology. 

Challenges: 
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 Since the scheme is based on technology, the government may face some technical challenges 

during the implementation of the scheme. 

 The scheme will increase the woes of the common man and, the middlemen and corrupt PDS 

shop owners will exploit them. 

 Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, saying it would result in undesirable 

consequences and is against federalism. 

 Within some states issue of intra state portability. 

 Different states have different rates and these mismatching rates will be a big challenge. 

 Few regional parties have expressed apprehensions on bearing the cost of additional ration 

cards. This is a matter which is to be settled between the states and the Government of India. 

 One of the apprehensions mentioned by few states is the cost of additional food grain to be 

supplied to the migrant workers. 

 However, the whole system is based on the entitlements mandated under the NFSA and this 

prevents the charges of additional cost. Beneficiaries will continue to pay the same issue prices 

that are fixed under the NFSA. 

 The quality of services is markedly inferior for the subaltern groups with latent methods of 

discrimination such as lack of information, mixing of inferior grains, longer waiting time and, at 

times, even verbal abuse. 

Way Forward: 

 The current migrant crisis should be seen as an opportunity to develop a national migration 

policy addressing the challenges faced by migrant workers’ productivity, living conditions and 

social security. 

 While this must be done, the government must also fast-track the ONORC scheme because 

India’s present rights-based regime is based on the assumption that people are sedentary. 

 The food security scheme under the NFSA costs more than Rs 1 lakh crore per year. It is very 

expensive but is highly needed. There is a need to ensure that subsidized food grains ultimately 

go to the person or the family that is entitled to. 

 The ONORC should also include access to health and other things. 

 At the principal level, within the government, there is broad consensus on having a unified kind 

of service delivery system based on technology and identity. 

 A unified service platform combining all the citizen centric services on the basis of few 

parameters of identity and other indicators of technology, is the need of the hour. 

 ONORC combined with a rating system based on the experiences akin to the Uber/Ola system, 

the government can improve PDS by closer monitoring and control. Those PDS dealers who 

perform better could be rewarded. 

Conclusion: 
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While ONORC has the potential to improve outcomes particularly for the subaltern groups, 

like any delivery mechanism, the entire value chain of making the system work needs to be closely 

monitored and backed by infrastructure. The availability of point of sale (PoS) systems at PDS shops, 

and its functioning needs to be ensured to check compromises in the entitlements. Even after the 

coronavirus pandemic is over, this will be useful. Migration is bound to restart because of 

unemployment. When migrant workers again start boarding trains and buses for the destination 

cities, they must have their PDS cards that are valid across India with them. 

What are the salient features of National Food Security Act 2013? Discuss in what way it 

marks a watershed in the approach to food security from welfare to a rights-based 

approach. (250 words ) 
Reference: News on Air  
Why the question: 
The Centre has written to State Governments and UTs to include all eligible disabled persons under 
the National Food Security Act, NFSA 2013.  
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to discuss the salient features of NFSA 2013 and one has to 
explain in what way it marks a watershed in the approach to food security from welfare to a rights-
based approach. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss briefly the coming of the NFSA 2013. 
Body: 
The National Food Security Act (NFSA) was introduced by the Government of India in 2013. It is 
responsible for the provision of subsidized food grains to the population. The enactment of the NFSA 
marks a watershed in the approach to food security from welfare to a rights-based approach. 
The NFSA converts into legal entitlements the existing food security programmes of the Government 
of India. The annual allocation of foodgrain under the NFSA and other welfare schemes is about 610 
Lakh Metric Tons. 
Present in detail the objective of the National Food Security Act, discuss the Significance of Food 
Security, challenges associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it. 
Introduction: 

The National Food Security Act, 2013 was enacted with the objective to provide for food and 

nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality 

food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity. The objective is to provide for food and 

nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality 

food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity. 

Body: 

Salient features of National Food Security Act 2013: 

 Coverage and entitlement under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS): The TDPS covers 

50% of the urban population and 75% of the rural population, with uniform entitlement of 5 kg 
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per person per month. However, the poorest of the poor households will continue to receive 35 

kg per household per month under Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY). 

 Subsidised prices under TPDS and their revision: For a period of three years from the date of 

commencement of the Act, Food grains under TPDS will be made available at subsidised prices 

of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, wheat and coarse grains. 

 Identification of Households: The identification of eligible households is to be done by 

States/UTs under TDPS determined for each State. 

 Nutritional Support to women and children: Children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years 

and pregnant women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals as per prescribed 

nutritional norms under Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meal (MDM) 

schemes. Malnourished children up to the age of 6 have been prescribed for higher nutritional 

norms. 

 Maternity Benefit: Pregnant women and lactating mothers will also be receiving maternity 

benefit of Rs. 6,000. 

 Women Empowerment: For the purpose of issuing of ration cards, eldest woman of the 

household of age 18 years or above is to be the head of the household. 

 Grievance Redressal Mechanism: Grievance redressal mechanism available at the District and 

State levels. 

 Cost of transportation & handling of food grains and FPS Dealers’ margin: the expenditure 

incurred by the state on transportation of food grains within the State, its handling and FPS 

dealers’ margin as per norms to be devised for this purpose and assistance to states will be 

provided by the Central Government to meet the above expenditure. 

 Transparency and Accountability: In order to ensure transparency and accountability, provisions 

have been made for disclosure of records relating to PDS, social audits and setting up of 

Vigilance Committees. 

 Food Security Allowance: In case of non-supply of entitled food grains or meals, there is a 

provision for food security allowance to entitled beneficiaries. 

 Penalty: If the public servant or authority fails to comply with the relief recommended by the 

District Grievance Redressal Officer, penalty will be imposed by the State Food Commission 

according to the provision. 

The NFSA act marks a watershed in the approach to food security from welfare to a rights-based 

approach. 

 The National Food Security Act gives statutory backing to the TPDS. 

 This legislation marks a shift in the right to food as a legal right rather than a general 

entitlement. 

 The Act classifies the population into three categories: excluded (i.e., no entitlement), priority 

(entitlement), and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY; higher entitlement). 

 It establishes responsibilities for the centre and states and creates a grievance redressal 

mechanism to address non-delivery of entitlements. 
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 Leakages and diversion of subsidised food grains under the TPDS continue to be at unacceptable 

levels whereas the rollout of the National Food Security Act (NFSA) has led to comparatively 

better outcomes, going by an NCAER survey. 

Way forward to increase the efficiency of NFSA: 

 Use of Information Technology right from the time of purchase of food grains till its distribution 

will help in increasing the overall efficiency of the entire process, while maintaining transparency 

and curbing corruption. 

 It is imperative that there is a seamless flow of information online between the FCI and States 

and therefore they need to be integrated so that exact information about how much food grain 

has been procured from which mandi, which warehouse it is stored in and for how long and 

when it has been released for distribution can be available. 

 There should also be information about the quality of food grains at the time of purchase, 

storage conditions in the warehouse, when it is given to PDS shops and when the shops have 

distributed it to the beneficiaries. 

 Move towards One Nation One Ration Card (RC) which will ensure all beneficiaries especially 

migrants can access PDS across the nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. This will 

provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and reduce 

their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption. 

 Expand the coverage of Integrated Management of PDS (IMPDS) to all the states. 

Conclusion: 

The right to food is a well-established principle of international human rights law. It has evolved to 

include an obligation for state parties to respect, protect, and fulfil their citizens’ right to food 

security. As a state party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, India has the obligation to ensure the right to be 

free from hunger and the right to adequate food. India needs to adopt a policy that brings together 

diverse issues such as inequality, food diversity, indigenous rights and environmental justice to 

ensure sustainable food security. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

What do you understand by human capital? Explain how human capital formation 

contributes to economic growth and development. (250 words) 
Reference: Investopedia  
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the concept of human capital and its contributions to economic growth 
and development of the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the concept of human capital; explain in what way it contributes to economic growth 
and development. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define human capital first, Human Capital can be defined as the knowledge, skills, competence and 
other attributes that individuals or groups of individuals acquire during their life and use to produce 
goods, services and ideas in the economy. It can be developed through skilling, training and providing 
quality education & health care facilities. 
Body: 
Write a brief note on the economic and non-economic benefits of investment in human capital. 
Giving few examples discuss how human capital formation contributes to economic growth and 
development. 
Discuss how it enhances employability of the human resources, how it has a positive correlation with 
improved earnings and career prospects etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance. 
Introduction: 

According to the OECD, human capital is defined as “the knowledge, skills, competencies 

and other attributes embodied in individuals or groups of individuals acquired during their life and 

used to produce goods, services or ideas in market circumstances”. Investment in human capital is 

needed for technological growth, improving productivity, creating social innovations, etc. 

Human capital determines the path and pace of development of an organisation or a nation. In the 

21st century, India aspires to be one of the manufacturing hub of world. 

Body: 

Significance of human capital for economic growth and development: 

 Human capital is central to sustainable growth and poverty reduction. 

 Development of human capital enables people to be more productive, flexible, and innovative. 

 Human capital and economic growth have a strong correlation. Human capital affects economic 

growth and can help to develop an economy by expanding the knowledge and skills of its 

people. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/032415/what-relationship-between-human-capital-and-economic-growth.asp


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 98 

 The skills provide economic value since a knowledgeable workforce can lead to increased 

productivity. 

 Human capital is positively correlated to economic growth since investment tends to boost 

productivity. The process of educating a workforce is a type of investment, but instead of capital 

investment such as equipment, the investment is in human capital. 

 Structural unemployment: Individuals whose human capital is inappropriate for modern 

employers may struggle to gain employment. A major issue in modern economies is that rapid 

deindustrialisation has left many manual workers, struggling to thrive in a very different labour 

market. Thus, investment in human capital can help overcome this. 

 Quality of employment: In the modern economy, there is increasing divergence between low-

skilled, low-paid temporary jobs (gig economy). High-skilled and creative workers have increased 

opportunities for self-employment or good employment contracts. 

 Economic growth and productivity: Long-term economic growth depends increasingly on 

improvements in human capital. Better educated, innovative and creative workforce can help 

increase labour productivity and economic growth. 

 Human capital flight: An era of globalisation and greater movement of workers has enabled 

skilled workers to move from low-income countries to higher income countries. This can have 

adverse effects for developing economies who lose their best human capital. 

 Limited raw materials: Economic growth in countries with limited natural resources, e.g. Japan, 

Taiwan and South East Asia. Rely on high-skilled, innovative workforce adding value to raw 

materials in the manufacturing process. 

 Sustainability: “what we leave to future generations; whether we leave enough resources, of all 

kinds, to provide them with the opportunities at least as large as the ones we have had 

ourselves” (UN, 2012) 

Way forward: 

 To engineer an inclusive and sustainable growth for India, the social infrastructure like 

education, health and social protection are being given utmost priority by the Government. 

 The Government has been enhancing the expenditure on human capital along with adopting 

measures to improve the efficiency of expenditure by a convergence of schemes. 

 Several labour reform measures including legislative ones are being implemented for the 

creation of employment opportunities and for providing sustainable livelihoods for the 

population who are largely engaged in the informal economy. 

 Bridging the gender gaps in education, skill development, employment, earnings and reducing 

social inequalities prevalent in the society have been the underlying goals of the development 

strategy to enhance human capabilities. 

 In essence, developing and empowering human capital to be able to shift to the new technology 

world seamlessly, should be the top priority of governments. 

 Integration of higher education with skills and vocational education. Attracting the most credible 

talent to the teaching profession. Building global recognition to the education system. 
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 Streamlining regulation to attract credible private sector entities to education are some 

structural changes which are needed for transforming education. 

 Access to high speed internet, multidisciplinary learning, design thinking, data science and 

information filtration capabilities are typical for making a future ready workforce. 

Conclusion: 

As the future grows more uncertain, the only way forward is to strengthen the core of the country 

and predictably India’s core opportunity is its human capital. For a country like India, with a one-

time huge opportunity of demographic dividend, its high time to focus on human capital. Unless, we 

give adequate stress to education, health and skills – we will lose this golden opportunity. As of now, 

our rank in various indices – human capital and human resource – is not encouraging. Both 

government and private entities should give better focus on the same. 

Literacy rates differ considerably across gender, regions and social groups in India. 

Elaborate. Also, suggest measures to improve the current conditions. (250 words) 
Reference: orfonline.org 
Why the question: 
The question intends to analyse the spatial variation of literacy rates across the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the underlying factors responsible for such a spatial variation in the literacy rate and suggest 
solutions to improve the current conditions. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining what you understand by literacy rate. 
Body: 
Literacy is said to be an instrument of empowerment; discuss in what way it varies across the 
following dimensions – Gender, Region, social groups etc. 
Literacy across gender – The literacy rate for women is almost 22% less than the literacy rate for 
men. There has been rise in female literacy and in the year it was noticed that between year 1991 
and 2001 there has been a 15% rise in literacy in case of females compared to the rise in male 
literacy of a little less than 12% in the same period. 
Literacy across social groups – Disadvantaged communities like the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes have lower rates of literacy and rates of female literacy within these groups are even lower. 
Literacy across regions – Regional variations are still very wide, with states like Kerala approaching 
universal literacy, while states like Bihar are lagging far behind. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done to address these challenges, one can mention the efforts of the 
government in this direction while commenting upon the draft NEP 2020. 
Introduction: 

Literacy is one of the most essential indicators of the quality of a country’s human capital. The 

literacy rate in the country is 74.04 per cent, 82.14 for males and 65.46 for females. While the 

country has made significant progress in improving literacy over the years, it continues to be home 

to 313 million illiterate people; 59 percent of them are women. Majority of states in India have 
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shown majors signs of improvement in their overall literary rate thus contributing towards a literate 

nation. But, India is said to be passing through a great dichotomy. 

Body: 

Imparity in literacy rates: 

 Gender: 

 The current gender-gap in literacy in India is more than twice the 2016 global average and 

is also higher than the 2016 average for lower-middle-income countries. 

 There are currently 186 million females in India who cannot even read and write a simple 

sentence in any language. 

 These numbers are a reminder that India is still a long way from meeting Goal 4 of the UN 

SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) of ensuring “inclusive and equitable quality 

education” and “lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030. 

 Age: 

 The literacy gender gap in children has been successfully closed, possibly reflecting a 

change in attitudes and mindsets. 

 This can be attributed to the spirited literacy efforts by government and non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) to get more girls, in particular, to attend school. 

 However, gender disparities in literacy skills are wider for older adults and the elderly and 

are improving less quickly as compared to the patterns for children and youth. 

 Region: 

 Rajasthan is the worst performer in terms of the literacy gender gap. At 29 percentage 

points, the literacy gender gap in Rajasthan is more than four times the 2016 global 

average gap. 

 The female literacy rate in the state stands at 49.3 percent—meaning that one of every 

two females in Rajasthan is illiterate. 

 On the other end of the scale, Kerala and north-eastern states such as Meghalaya, 

Mizoram, Tripura, Assam, and Nagaland have a literacy gender gap of less than nine 

percentage points, making them the top performers among all of India’s states. 

 Such exemplary performance by these states can be attributed to various historical and 

socio-cultural factors, and not solely the successes of specific policy initiatives. 

 Social groups 

 Illiteracy and prevalence of a wide literacy gender gap among older adults has been 

obscuring the progress made with regard to child and youth literacy. 

Initiatives undertaken: 

 Initiatives such as Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan has universalized elementary education in time 

bound manner. 
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 Right to Education act which declares free and compulsory education a fundamental right has 

been instrumental in increasing literacy rates. 

 Mid-day meal scheme where many children are given hot meals in the school is a great initiative 

to increase enrolment in the schools 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao: Education for girls has been keen one of the keen agenda of 

government. 

 Public Private Partnerships, involving other major stakeholders like NGOs, Civil Society 

Organization have contributed immensely in ensuring literacy. 

Measures needed: 

 Programmes linked to learning additional skills such as vocational training can be promoted to 

solicit wider participation. 

 Taking a cue from other countries, programmes can be designed that place literacy learning in 

the context of rights awareness, health and food security (such as in Zambia), reproductive 

health, community mobilisation and communication (Gambia), and learning skills that support 

income-generating activities (Sierra Leone). 

 In order to close the literacy gender gap for older adults, adult literacy programmes that also 

offer women training in skills such as bangle-making, block-painting, jute-work and other 

handcrafts should be designed to elicit greater participation. In India, the three states that need 

such programmes the most, especially for older adults are Arunachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Nagaland. 

 Participation in adult education programmes should be linked to eligibility for the various 

employment schemes offered by the government. 

 Additional incentives such as the provision of micro-credit facilities and grants to participants 

should also be offered. 

 the rapid growth in mobile phone coverage in India can be leveraged to launch mobile-learning 

programmes for older adults. 

 mobilise volunteers and seek community participation for the success of any adult literacy 

campaign. 

 With human resource increasingly gaining significance in the overall development of the 

country, development of education infrastructure is expected to remain the key focus in the 

current decade. In this scenario, infrastructure investment in the education sector is likely to see 

a considerable increase in the current decade. 

 Public and private aided institutions must be strengthened and expanded and the expansion of 

self-financing private institutions restricted to a reasonable level. 

Conclusion: 

“Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope,” once said former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. As a 

nation, India must aim to conquer the hurdles posed by illiteracy, not only to preserve its economic 

vigour but also to ensure that every individual has a full range of opportunities for personal 

fulfilment and participation in society. For older adults and the elderly in particular, literacy plays an 
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essential role in enabling them to remain in or rejoin the work force, to contribute to society through 

volunteerism and civic participation, and to live full, independent, and productive lives through their 

later years. 

Discuss in detail the impact of Covid-19 on the world’s education system. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The editorial explains in detail that while the focus must be now be ensuring the safety of students, 
teachers and staff, and putting in place protocols for school reopening, there has to be an extensive 
assessment of the learning loss and well-thought-out plans to bridge the learning gap, and schemes 
to retain students. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Present in detail the impact of Covid-19 on the world’s education system. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with some key data/facts such as – the closure of schools and other learning spaces have 
impacted 94% of the world’s student population (up to 99% in low and lower-middle income 
countries). 
Body: 
Start explaining the issues posed by the Covid-19 pandemic one by one; despite the delivery of 
lessons by radio, TV and online, and efforts of teachers and parents, many students still do not have 
access to education. It highlights how learners with disabilities, those from marginalised 
communities, displaced and refugee students, and those in remote areas are at highest risk of being 
left behind. And it warns that the knock-on effects on child nutrition, child marriage and gender 
equality could be enormous. The cumulative impact of all these on children may lead to a 
“generational catastrophe” that could waste human potential, undermine decades of progress, and 
exacerbate entrenched inequalities. 
Discuss what needs to be done, present a case study of India and its education system facing the 
impact and blow of covid-19 and in what way government is taking steps in this regard to resolve. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions and suitable way forward. 
Introduction: 

The coronavirus pandemic has shuttered educational institutions across the globe. Closure 

of schools, colleges and universities, shutdown of routine life of students and teachers, disruptions 

in education and the education ministry remaining incommunicado, have created an unprecedented 

situation and thrown many unexpected challenges to administrators, educators, teachers, parents 

and students. According to UNESCO, nearly 321 million Indian children have been at home since 

April 2020. There is no clarity on when schools will reopen. 

Body: 

The United Nations (UN) recently released the secretary-general’s policy brief on the 

impact of Covid-19 on the world’s education system. 

Key highlights of the policy brief: 
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 The policy brief points to the fact that the closure of schools and other learning spaces have 

impacted 94% of the world’s student population and up to 99% in low and lower-middle income 

countries. 

 It suggests that despite the delivery of lessons by radio, TV and online, and efforts of teachers 

and parents, many students still do not have access to education. 

 It highlights how learners with disabilities, those from marginalised communities, displaced and 

refugee students, and those in remote areas are at highest risk of being left behind. 

 It warns that the knock-on effects on child nutrition, child marriage and gender equality could be 

enormous. 

 The cumulative impact of all these on children may lead to a “generational catastrophe” that 

could waste human potential, undermine decades of progress, and exacerbate entrenched 

inequalities. 

 This is not good news for any nation, more so for those in the low and lower-middle income 

segments such as India. 

Impacts on education due to COVID-19 pandemic: 

 school and university closures will not only have a short-term impact on the continuity of 

learning for more than 300 million young learners in India but also engender far-reaching 

economic and societal consequences. 

 The pandemic has significantly disrupted the higher education sector as well, which is a critical 

determinant of a country’s economic future. 

 Sluggish cross-border movement of students: Universities in many countries such as Australia, 

UK, New Zealand, and Canada are highly dependent on the movement of students from China 

and India. 

 A large number of Indian students—second only to China—enroll in universities abroad, 

especially in countries worst affected by the pandemic, the US, UK, Australia and China. 

 Many such students have now been barred from leaving these countries. If the situation persists, 

in the long run, a decline in the demand for international higher education is expected. 

 Passive learning by students: The sudden shift to online learning without any planning — 

especially in countries like India where the backbone for online learning was not ready and the 

curriculum was not designed for such a format — has created the risk of most of our students 

becoming passive learners and they seem to be losing interest due to low levels of attention 

span. 

 Unprepared teachers for online education: Online learning is a special kind of methodology and 

not all teachers are good at it or at least not all of them were ready for this sudden transition 

from face to face learning to online learning. Thus, most of the teachers are just conducting 

lectures on video platforms such as Zoom which may not be real online learning in the absence 

of a dedicated online platform specifically designed for the purpose. 

 Drop in employment rate: The bigger concern, however, on everybody’s mind is the effect of 

the disease on the employment rate. Recent graduates in India are fearing withdrawal of job 
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offers from corporates because of the current situation. The Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy’s estimates on unemployment shot up from 8.4% in mid-March to 23% in early April 

and the urban unemployment rate to 30.9%. 

However, there have been a few opportunities also that has risen during the times of pandemic: 

 Rise in Blended Learning: 

 Universities and colleges will shift to a model of blended learning where both face to face 

delivery along with an online model will become a norm. 

 This will require all teachers to become more technology savvy and go through some 

training to bring themselves to the level that would be required. 

 Learning management systems to be the new norm: 

 A great opportunity will open up for those companies that have been developing and 

strengthening learning management systems for use by universities and colleges. 

 This has the potential to grow at a very fast pace but will have to be priced appropriately for 

use by all institutions. 

 Improvement in learning material: 

 There is a great opportunity for universities and colleges to start improving the quality of 

the learning material that is used in the teaching and learning process. 

 Since blended learning will be the new format of learning there will be a push to find new 

ways to design and deliver quality content especially due to the fact that the use of learning 

management systems will bring about more openness and transparency in academics. 

 Rise in collaborative work: 

 The teaching community to a large extent has been very insulated and more so in a country 

like India. 

 There is a new opportunity where collaborative teaching and learning can take on new 

forms and can even be monetized. 

 Finally, it is expected that there will be a massive rise in teleconferencing opportunities 

which can also have a negative impact on the travel. 

 A large number of academic meetings, seminars and conferences will move online and 

there is a possibility that some new form of an online conferencing platform will emerge as 

a business model. 

Way forward: 

 While the focus must now be ensuring the safety of students, teachers and staff, and putting in 

place protocols for school reopening, there has to be an extensive assessment of the learning 

loss and well-thought-out plans to bridge the learning gap, and schemes to retain students. 

 This entails tweaking the syllabus and changing pedagogy. 
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 This forced break must also be used to align the sector to the National Education Policy (NEP), 

which was released last week, especially to its foundational learning goals. 

 Last but not least, governments will have to arrange for funds required for the sector. 

Examine the significant features as well as the gaps in the recently approved National 

Education Policy of 2020. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Thirty-four years after the last National Policy on Education was introduced, in 1986, the National 
Education Policy, 2020 has been announced. It has been approved by the Union Cabinet, and will 
hopefully be approved by Parliament soon. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to assess the advantages and lacunae in the NEP 2020. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The article explains that despite having several innovative and bold proposals, National Education 
Policy, 2020 also makes a few problematic assumptions. 
Body: 
Discuss first the features and the bold moves of the new policy 2020 such as recognition of education 
as a public good. Holistic education involving both academic and non-academic spheres. 
Incorporation of early childhood care and education and the provision of breakfast in the school meal 
programme through 5+3+3+4 system. 
Discuss then the issues associated with NEP 2020. Highlight the concerns and suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that an idea based on good intentions cannot materialize unless it is implemented properly. 
Introduction: 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister recently approved the new National 

Education Policy 2020, making way for large scale, transformational reforms in both school and 

higher education sectors. This is the first education policy of the 21st century and replaces the 34-

year-old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986.  Built on the foundational pillars of Access, 

Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability, this policy is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and aims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge society and global 

knowledge superpower by making both school and college education more holistic, flexible, 

multidisciplinary, suited to 21st century needs and aimed at bringing out the unique capabilities of 

each student. A panel headed by former ISRO chief K. Kasturirangan submitted a draft in December 

2018, which was made public and opened for feedback after the Lok Sabha election in May 2019. 

Body: 

Key highlights of the NEP 2020 are: 
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School Education 

 Ensuring Universal Access at all levels of school education: 

 NEP 2020 emphasizes on ensuring universal access to school education at all levels- pre-

school to secondary. 

 About 2 crores out of school children will be brought back into main stream under NEP 

2020. 

 Early Childhood Care & Education with new Curricular and Pedagogical Structure: 

 With emphasis on Early Childhood Care and Education, the 10+2 structure of school 

curricula is to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-

11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively. 

 This will bring the hitherto uncovered age group of 3-6 years under school curriculum, 

which has been recognized globally as the crucial stage for development of mental 

faculties of a child. 

 The new system will have 12 years of schooling with three years of Anganwadi/ pre 

schooling. 
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 Attaining Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: 

 Recognizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy as an urgent and necessary prerequisite 

to learning, NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Mission on Foundational Literacy 

and Numeracy by MHRD. 

 Reforms in school curricula and pedagogy: 

 The school curricula and pedagogy will aim for holistic development of learners by 

equipping them with the key 21st century skills, reduction in curricular content to 

enhance essential learning and critical thinking and greater focus on experiential learning. 

 Students will have increased flexibility and choice of subjects. 

 There will be no rigid separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and 

extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams. 

 Vocational education will start in schools from the 6th grade, and will include internships. 

 Multilingualism and the power of language: 

 The policy has emphasized mother tongue/local language/regional language as the 

medium of instruction at least till Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond. 

 Sanskrit to be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an option for 

students, including in the three-language formula. 

 Other classical languages and literatures of India also to be available as options. 

 No language will be imposed on any student. 

 Equitable and Inclusive Education: 

 NEP 2020 aims to ensure that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel because of 

the circumstances of birth or background. 

 Special emphasis will be given on Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Groups(SEDGs) 

which include gender, socio-cultural, and geographical identities and disabilities. 

 Robust Teacher Recruitment and Career Path: 

 Teachers will be recruited through robust, transparent processes. 

 Promotions will be merit-based, with a mechanism for multi-source periodic performance 

appraisals and available progression paths to become educational administrators or 

teacher educators. 

 A common National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be developed by the 

National Council for Teacher Education by 2022, in consultation with NCERT, SCERTs, 

teachers and expert organizations from across levels and regions. 

 School Governance: 
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 Schools can be organized into complexes or clusters which will be the basic unit of 

governance and ensure availability of all resources including infrastructure, academic 

libraries and a strong professional teacher community. 

 Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education: 

 NEP 2020 envisages clear, separate systems for policy making, regulation, operations and 

academic matters. 

 States/UTs will set up independent State School Standards Authority (SSSA). 

 Transparent public self-disclosure of all the basic regulatory information, as laid down by 

the SSSA, will be used extensively for public oversight and accountability. 

 The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework 

(SQAAF) through consultations with all stakeholders. 

Higher Education 

 Increase GER to 50 % by 2035: 

 NEP 2020 aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including 

vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035. 3.5 Crore new seats will be 

added to Higher education institutions. 

 Holistic Multidisciplinary Education: 

 The policy envisages broad based, multi-disciplinary, holistic Under Graduate education 

with flexible curricula, creative combinations of subjects, integration of vocational 

education and multiple entry and exit points with appropriate certification. 

 UG education can be of 3 or 4 years with multiple exit options and appropriate 

certification within this period. 

 For example, Certificate after 1 year, Advanced Diploma after 2 years, Bachelor’s Degree 

after 3 years and Bachelor’s with Research after 4 years. 

 Regulation: 

 Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) will be set up as a single overarching 

umbrella body the for entire higher education, excluding medical and legal education. 

 HECI to have four independent verticals – National Higher Education Regulatory Council 

(NHERC) for regulation, General Education Council (GEC) for standard setting, Higher 

Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding, and National Accreditation Council (NAC) 

for accreditation. 

 HECI will function through faceless intervention through technology, & will have powers 

to penalise HEIs not conforming to norms and standards. 

 Public and private higher education institutions will be governed by the same set of norms 

for regulation, accreditation and academic standards. 

 Rationalised Institutional Architecture: 
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 Higher education institutions will be transformed into large, well resourced, vibrant 

multidisciplinary institutions providing high quality teaching, research, and community 

engagement. 

 The definition of university will allow a spectrum of institutions that range from Research-

intensive Universities to Teaching-intensive Universities and Autonomous degree-granting 

Colleges. 

Other Provisions: 

 Motivated, Energized, and Capable Faculty: 

 NEP makes recommendations for motivating, energizing, and building capacity of faculty 

through clearly defined, independent, transparent recruitment, freedom to design 

curricula/pedagogy, incentivising excellence, movement into institutional leadership. 

 Faculty not delivering on basic norms will be held accountable 

 Teacher Education: 

 A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education, NCFTE 

2021, will be formulated by the NCTE in consultation with NCERT. 

 By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year integrated B.Ed. 

degree. 

 Stringent action will be taken against substandard stand-alone Teacher Education 

Institutions (TEIs). 

 Mentoring Mission: 

 A National Mission for Mentoring will be established, with a large pool of outstanding 

senior/retired faculty – including those with the ability to teach in Indian languages – who 

would be willing to provide short and long-term mentoring/professional support to 

university/college teachers. 

 Financial support for students: 

 Efforts will be made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and other 

SEDGs. 

 The National Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress 

of students receiving scholarships. 

 Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer larger numbers of free ships and scholarships to 

their students. 

 Professional Education: 

 All professional education will be an integral part of the higher education system. 

 Stand-alone technical universities, health science universities, legal and agricultural 

universities etc will aim to become multi-disciplinary institutions. 

 Adult Education: 
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 Policy aims to achieve 100% youth and adult literacy. 

 Financing Education: 

 The Centre and the States will work together to increase the public investment in Education 

sector to reach 6% of GDP at the earliest. 

 Open and Distance Learning: 

 This will be expanded to play a significant role in increasing GER. 

 Measures such as online courses and digital repositories, funding for research, improved 

student services, credit-based recognition of MOOCs, etc., will be taken to ensure it is at par 

with the highest quality in-class programmes. 

Challenges: 

 There is a persistent mismatch between the knowledge & skills imparted and the jobs available. 

This has been one of the main challenges that have affected the Indian education system since 

Independence. 

 NEP 2020 failed to check this, as it is silent on education related to emerging technological fields 

like artificial intelligence, cyberspace, nanotech, etc. 

 An ambitious target of public spending at 6% of GDP has been set. Mobilising financial resources 

will be a big challenge, given the low tax-to-GDP ratio and competing claims on the national 

exchequer of healthcare, national security and other key sectors. 

 The policy has also been criticised due to the legal complexities surrounding the applicability of 

two operative policies namely The Right to Education Act, 2009 and the New Education Policy, 

2020. Certain provisions such as the age of starting schooling will need to be deliberated upon, 

in order to resolve any conundrum between the statute and the recently introduced policy in the 

longer run. 

 it is pertinent to note that past attempts at parliamentary legislations under the erstwhile 

regulatory set up have not been successful. The failure can be attributed to the role of regulators 

and the intended legislative changes being out of alignment, as in the case of Foreign 

Educational Institutions (Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010, which lapsed; and the 

proposed Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act) 

Act, 2018 which remained did not reach the Parliament. 

 While the Universities Grants Commission and the All India Council for Technical Education have 

played a major role, questions pertaining to the role of the UGC and AICTE remain unanswered 

under the new policy. 

 Doubling the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education by 2035 which is one of the stated goals 

of the policy will mean that we must open one new university every week, for the next 15 years. 

 In higher education, the National Education Policy 2020’s focus on inter-disciplinary learning is a 

very welcome step. Universities, especially in India, have for decades been very silo-ed and 

departmentalized. 

Way Forward: 
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 The New Education Policy 2020 aims to facilitate an inclusive, participatory and holistic 

approach, which takes into consideration field experiences, empirical research, stakeholder 

feedback, as well as lessons learned from best practices. 

 It is a progressive shift towards a more scientific approach to education. 

 The prescribed structure will help to cater the ability of the child – stages of cognitive 

development as well as social and physical awareness. 

 If implemented in its true vision, the new structure can bring India at par with the leading 

countries of the world. 

 The education policy should maintain a symbiotic relationship between the different regions of 

the country through the study of different languages. 

 The quality of education provided in the country shall be such that it not only delivers basic 

literacy and numeracy but also creates an analytical environment in the country. 

Discuss the idea of Digi-Health and explain in what way it seems to be the only better 

future for the country? (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  

Introduction: 

The World Health Organization (WHO) refers to telemedicine or Digi-health as “healing from a 

distance “. It is the remote delivery of healthcare services. It is the use of internet, 

telecommunications technology, information and digital technologies to provide remote clinical 

services to patients. Physicians use telemedicine for the transmission of digital imaging, video 

consultations, and remote medical diagnosis. 

Body 

The current Covid-19 pandemic which has affected more than 10 million people worldwide has 

manifestly exposed the crisis in global health systems. In India, the pandemic exposed the chinks in 

the healthcare system such as lack of Critical Care units, hospital beds and healthcare workers to 

patient ratio leaving them overwhelmed. 

Current Status of Healthcare System 

 India’s expenditure on the health sector has risen meagerly from 1.2 per cent of the GDP in 

2013-14 to4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had aimed for this to be 2.5% 

of GDP. 

 There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in rural 

areas. Eg: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population of 30%). 

 Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic centres 

in the private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability between 

and within States. 

o For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of 

medical and non-medical professionals in government facilities. 
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 Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and primary 

health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary healthcare centre 

is broken. For eg, in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 villages. 

 Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, 

hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty 

due to health expenditure, annually. 

Re-inventing healthcare systems with Telemedicine 

Telemedicine: Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose and treat 

patients at a distance using telecommunications technology. 

 The shortage of doctors is limiting face-to-face consultations among patients. Secondly, India 

also has a shortage of hospital beds, which makes hospitalization tricky. Telemedicine 

will reduce the time of consultations and improve the quality of healthcare services in urban as 

well as rural areas, removing many of infrastructural challenges. 

 Telemedicine is a sector that bridges the healthcare gap between rural India and urban India. 

 In rural India, where the access to medical facilities, specialist’s opinion and advance healthcare 

amenities are limited, telemedicine acts as a healthcare provider bringing access to the specialist 

doctors to these areas. 

 The advantages are peculiar in the current context, when putting distance between people is 

paramount, as tele consultations are not barred even when health care professionals and 

patients may have to be quarantined. 

 The advancement of telecommunication capabilities over the years has made the transmission 

of images and sound files (heart and lung sounds, coughs) faster and simpler. 

o Pilot telemedicine experiments in ophthalmology and psychiatry have proven to be of 

immense benefit to the communities. 

 Telemedicine has advantages like: Reduced travel expenses of patients, time saving, easy access 

to specialized doctors, decreases the load of missed appointments and cancellations for 

healthcare providers, increasing patient load and revenue for hospitals, improving follow up and 

health outcome, increased reach to inaccessible areas. 

Case Study: Swasth 

A coalition of over 100 healthcare specialists have come together to launch Swasth, a nationwide 

telemedicine platform for Corona care, which digitally connects citizens to the best doctors and 

wellness providers. The mobile app-based service leverages India’s technology prowess to deliver 

equal and affordable healthcare to 1.3 billion people, cutting across geographical and income 

divides. 

 This indigenous digital healthcare system is being launched at a time when the Covid-19 

pandemic has challenged traditional service providers. 

 Swasth facilitates seamless, remote interaction between registered medical practitioners and 

patients through multiple modes of video and telephony. 
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 It deploys AI based triaging to determine the care required, culminating in a digitally signed 

prescription and treatment advice. 

 Along with the free consultations, Swasth will also provide services like home quarantine 

assistance, diagnostics, pharmacies, hospital bed discovery and booking assistance at a 

subsidised cost. 

 All doctors on the Swasth platform are duly verified and undergo specially designed training 

programmes on tele-consultation and Covid-19 clinical protocols. 

 Swasth is in full compliance with the industry-accepted cybersecurity norms for healthcare 

platforms. 

 It uses a defence-in-depth approach to ensure that data is securely transmitted, stored, 

managed and accessed. 

 Currently, the app supports consultation in Hindi, English and Gujarati and will be expanded to 

25 Indian languages. 

Thus, technology plays a crucial role in fight against COVID-19. The pandemic has contributed to the 

understanding of various ways in which available technologies can be put to better use and 

presented people with multiple opportunities to harness these devices, techniques and methods to 

get on with life in the time of lockdown. 

Conclusion 

Among the primary uses of technology is telemedicine that can help reach patients where access to 

medical care is difficult. While unleashing the full potential of telemedicine to help people, experts 

and government agencies must be mindful of the possible inadequacies of the medium, and securing 

sensitive medical information; such cognisance should guide the use of the technology. 

Explaining the importance of skill development for India, highlight the challenges 

related to it. What steps have been taken by the government in this regard? (250 

words) 
Reference: Live Mint  

Introduction: 

Skill Development can be defined as proficiency that is acquired or developed through training or 

experience. It strengthens the ability of individuals to adapt to changing market demands and help 

benefit from innovation and entrepreneurial activities. Skill building could also be seen as an 

instrument to empower the individual and improve his/her social acceptance or value. At national 

level, the future prosperity of any country depends ultimately on the number of persons in 

employment and how productive they are at work.  Skilled human resource is essential for inclusive 

growth. Hence, skill development can be connected to a broader growth, employment and 

development mandating government interventions. 

Body: 

Current scenario in India: 

 According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2018, the unemployment rate among the 

urban 15-29-years-old was 23.7%. 
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 This pervasive joblessness is mainly due to the poor training of the youth as only 7% of the 

people surveyed in the framework of the PLFS declared any formal or informal training. 

 The current data suggest that only 2.3% of the workforce in India has undergone formal skill 

training as compared to 68% in the UK, 75% in Germany, 52% in the USA, 80% in Japan and 96% 

in South Korea. 

 On the other hand, according to a recent survey, 48% of Indian employers reported difficulties 

filling job vacancies due to skill shortage. 

 The CMIE reports show that the more educated Indians are, the more likely they are to remain 

unemployed too. The last PLFS for 2018 revealed that 33% of the formally trained 15-29-year-

olds were jobless. 

Importance of Skill development for India: 

 The skilled workforce is crucial for the success of recently launched missions –Make in India, 

Digital India, and Smart Cities. 

 Demographic Dividend: With most of the major economies of world having sizeable ageing 

population, India has huge opportunity of serving the booming market. The ‘demographic 

window’ is only a span of few decades. The skilled youth is required to save demographic 

dividend from becoming demographic disaster. 

 Slowdown in China – an opportunity: With China gradually vacating its factories, with rising 

Chinese wages and an appreciating Yuan, and also with internal demographic challenge of too 

few young people, India has an opportunity to become a factory of the world. 

 Sectoral mobilization: Less number of people will be required to work in farming as productivity 

improves. This would result in sectoral   mobilization   of   workforce   from   agriculture   to 

secondary and tertiary activities. 

 Better Employment: Skills are needed to those currently in colleges for them to be better 

employed. 

 Skill Capital of World: To convert this vision into reality, India needs to create a skilled and 

productive workforce matching international standards of quality and productivity through 

integration of skills and training along with education. 

Initiatives undertaken to strengthen skill development: 

 “Skill India” programme, that aims to train a minimum of 300 million skilled people by the year 

2022. 

 The National Skill Development Mission was launched to provide strong institutional framework 

at the Centre and States for implementation of skilling activities in the country. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), a dimension of skill India, under which the 

training fees were paid by the government. 

 A ‘Skill Loan’ initiative was launched in which loans from Rest 5,000-1.5 lakhs will be available to 

whom who seek to attend skill development programmes, over the next five years. The idea is to 

remove financial constraints as a hindrance to accessing skill training programmes 
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 National Policy for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, 2015: The Policy acknowledges 

the need for an effective roadmap for promotion of entrepreneurship as the key to a successful 

skills strategy. The Vision of the Policy is “to create an ecosystem of empowerment by Skilling on 

a large Scale at Speed with high Standards and to promote a culture of innovation based 

entrepreneurship which can generate wealth and employment so as to ensure Sustainable 

livelihoods for all citizens in the country”. 

 In 2014, Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship was created to harmonise training 

processes, assessments, certification and outcomes and, crucially, to develop Industrial Training 

Institutions (ITIs) — the building blocks of this endeavour. 

 Apprenticeship Protsahan Yojana: It is a major initiative to revamp the Apprenticeship Scheme 

in India. 

 Deen Dayal Upadhyaya –Grameen Kaushal Yojana: The Ministry of Rural Development 

implements DDU-GKY to drive the national agenda for inclusive growth, by developing skills and 

productive capacity of the rural youth from poor families. 

 Nia Manzil for education and skill development of dropouts; 

 USTTAD (Upgrading Skills and Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) to conserve 

traditional arts/crafts and build capacity of traditional artisans and craftsmen belonging to 

minority communities. 

 Nai Roshni, a leadership   training   programme   for minority 

 MANAS  for   upgrading entrepreneurial skills of minority youth. 

Other measures which needs to be taken: 

 Improving the labour market information system where emerging demand for skills are spotted 

quickly and the necessary training and certifications for the same are created. 

 Quick improvements in public-private partnership in capturing demand for skills and following 

through with quick investments in skill-building to match demand with supply. 

 Jobs and skills planning should be decentralized and it has to be done at state and district levels, 

where there is granular information on education, skills and job options. 

 Implementing a new model of manufacturing which is high-skilled, and where high-end cottage 

manufacturing can create employment at the small scale level. 

 If urbanization is good and well planned, then job growth will be positive. Government should 

concentrate on the development of towns and narrow areas and service it with good 

infrastructure to generate employment alongside development. 

 If government starts spending on public goods (schools, hospitals, dams, roads etc.) instead of 

spending on freebies (deep subsidies on food, farm loan waivers etc.) the capacity of 

government to create employment increases. 

Conclusion: 

India needs a new strategy to counter the phenomena of jobless growth. This requires 

manufacturing sector to play a dominant role. The focus of economic policy must be the creation of 
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jobs and creating an enabling policy for youth to take up entrepreneurship and create more jobs in 

the market. India does not need five companies worth 5000 crores turnover but needs 5000 

companies of 5 crore turnover. 

Is the NEP’s 10-year deadline, to make all children entering Grade 1 school-ready 

through Early Childhood Care and Education, practical? Debate. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article is from By, Anita Rampal, is a former Dean, Faculty of Education at Delhi University; Leena 
Chandran Wadia was a senior consultant in the Kasturirangan Committee on the 10 year deadline of 
NEP 2020. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must discuss whether the NEP’s 10-year deadline, to make all children entering Grade 1 school-
ready through Early Childhood Care and Education, practical. 
Directive: 
Debate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Quote relevant facts related to the question context. The new National Education Policy (NEP), 
approved by the Union Cabinet last week, seeks to align itself with the Sustainable Development Goal 
of ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education for all in the next 20 years. 
Body: 
Present in detail the possible arguments as applicable to the question demands- At the time that 
their brain is developing fast and they can learn a lot, we must help them learn as much as possible. 
So that is a deadline we must try to meet. 
Since April 1, 2010, we have a Right to Education Act making it a fundamental right of every child 
aged between 6 and 14 years to get free and compulsory education, in a neighborhood school. This 
has been a fundamental right for the last 10 years. So there is no question of having a target of 
another 10 years. What this policy is doing is, it is very quietly, very problematically, going back on a 
fundamental right of a child, enacted by law. Discuss with the NEP silent on last year’s draft proposal 
to expand the RTE Act’s scope to cover children from 3 to 18 years, can universal education be 
attained? 
Take hints from the article and present suitable stand. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done to overcome these associated challenges. 
Introduction: 

According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight years 

of age. Early childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It 

aims at the holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order 

to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. Target 4.2 of SDG 4 aims 

that by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and pre-primary education. 

Body: 

Significance of ECCE: 

 Early childhood is a time of remarkable growth with brain development at its peak. 
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 Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating the 

critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in a child’s early years for 

healthy brain development and growth. 

 It is, therefore of the utmost importance that every child has access to quality early childhood 

care and education (ECCE). 

 The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of physical and motor 

development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, cultural/artistic 

development, and the development of communication and early language, literacy, and 

numeracy. 

 It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation. 

 These years lay the foundations for her/ his learning and holistic development. 

 Children will be better prepared for primary school and will reach better education outcomes. 

 Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 

 Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 

 It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to 

reduce the costs for later remedial programmes. 

 An overview of 56 studies across 23 countries found impacts on health, education, cognitive 

ability, and emotional development. 

NEP 2020 and ECCE: 

 ECCE would be the greatest and most powerful equaliser. 

 Universal provisioning   of   quality   early   childhood   development, care   and   education must 

be thus being achieved by 2030, to ensure that all children entering Grade 1 are school ready 

 The Policy projecting an expansion of the Right to Education Act to cover the three years of 

preschool before Class 1. 

 It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system 

based on play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 

onwards. 

 The policy aims to provide High-quality early childhood care and education for all children 

between the ages of three and six by 2025. 

 This will be done within schools and anganwadis, which will take care of the overall well-being of 

the child. 

 These institutions will also provide similar support to families for children younger than three 

years of age—within their homes. 

 This policy will result in a massive positive multiplier effect on society. 

Challenges: 
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 One of the major issues of ECCE is the unavailability of trained teachers. 

 Anganwadis are currently quite deficient in supplies and infrastructure for education. 

 As a result, they tend to contain more children in the 2-4-year age range and fewer in the 

educationally critical 4-6-year age range. 

 Anganwadis also have few teachers trained in or specially dedicated to early childhood 

education. 

 Private pre-schools often consist of formal teaching and rote memorisation with limited play-

based learning. 

 A 2017 study by the Ambedkar University showed that “a significant proportion of children in 

India who completed pre-primary education, public or private, did not have the needed school 

readiness competencies when they joined primary school. 

Way forward: 

 For universal access to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the Anganwadi Centres will 

be strengthened with high quality infrastructure, play equipment and well-trained Anganwadi 

workers/teachers. 

 Every Anganwadi must have a well-ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly and   well-

constructed   building   with   an enriched   learning   Funds for this programme will be provided 

by the Central and State governments. 

 ECCE teacher training should be added as a skill gap in the list of National Skill Development 

Corporation to ensure that easy investment is available to produce efficient ECCE teachers. 

 Universal access to quality early childhood education is perhaps the best investment that India 

can make for our children’s and our nation’s future. 

 ECCE can also be introduced in Ashrams shalas in tribal-dominated areas in a phased manner. 

“The rural-urban developmental imbalance reflects the inequality of opportunities”, 

explain the factors responsible for such inequalities and suggest solutions to address 

the same. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The article talks about the importance of recognising the inequality of opportunities to the rural 
population of India. It discusses the issue of migration and explains few solutions that can change the 
scenario. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in what way the rural-urban developmental imbalance reflects the inequality of 
opportunities. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First explain what you understand by rural-urban developmental imbalance. 
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Body: 
Discuss the problems of rural-urban migration; social – poor housing conditions and much higher 
crime rates. Economic – low wages or unemployment. Environmental – polluted drinking water and a 
lack of sanitation. 
Discuss why the developmental imbalances are present? Explain the inequalities they lead to. 
From the article take hints and factor in for solutions to address the problem of rural-urban 
developmental imbalance. One can give the example of COVID-19. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of recognising the inequalities and addressing them at the earliest. 
Introduction: 

Rural-urban   disparities, particularly   in   post-colonial countries, have for long been one of the 

causes of concern for   the   policymakers.   The   disparities   are   seen   in   all spheres of human life-

economic and non-economic. With regard to demographic profile more than two third of its 

population live in rural areas.  Despite these developments, there is a wide gap between rural and 

urban India with respect to technology, living condition, economic empowerment etc.  Many in rural 

India lack access to education, nutrition, health care, sanitation, land and other assets and they are 

trapped into poverty. The COVID-19 crisis has forced upon us a chance to rethink the rural 

development model of India. 

Body: 

The total number of migrant workers in India exceeds 100 million. One in four workers in India is a 

migrant. Some migration is beneficial. However, unless we tackle the issue of continued increase in 

rural-to-urban migration, India’s growth will be hampered. The recent moving images of tens of 

millions of migrant workers trying to get back to their villages because of the COVID-19 crisis showed 

the intensity and scale of crisis this could result in. 

Factors responsible: 

 Increased dependence of Rural population on Agriculture: 

 About 70% of the population lives in rural areas and about 50% of the overall labour force is 

still dependent on agriculture that is not productive enough. 

 The GDP contribution of agriculture to the nation is only about 14% while for industries and 

services sector (employers of people living in urban areas) is 26% and 60% respectively. 

(Economic Survey 2017-18) 

 The devastating effects of natural calamities such as droughts and floods further lead to 

lower incomes for people living in rural areas. 

 Challenges in Agriculture: 

 shrinking arable land as a result of over-cultivation, overgrazing, urbanisation, and chemical 

overuse; unpredictability as a result of climate change, water availability and the knock-on 

impact on output; current lack of productivity and supply chain inefficiencies; and shortage 

of value-adding processing facilities in terms of numbers, scale, and locations. 

 While India is the second-largest food producer in the world, less than 10 per cent of the 

total produce is processed into value-added products. As a comparison, the US processes 65 
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per cent. Developing countries such as the Philippines, and Brazil process as much as 75 per 

cent of their produce. 

 Lack of Rural Livelihood & Employment opportunities: 

 The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) for rural India reveals that in 75% households, 

the monthly income of the highest earning member is less than Rs. 5,000. And more than 

80% rural people are without a salaried job. 

 Differential Impact of India s Growth and Development: 

 The impact of economic revival steps taken by the government has benefitted only a very 

few. 

 For example- in Haryana, only two urban centres- Gurgaon and Faridabad contributing 

majority of state revenue have been modernised while adjoining rural areas remain 

neglected. 

 Also, India s growth in the last decade has been mainly driven by services sector which 

employ bright, English speaking urban youth. But the majority of rural Indian youth are unfit 

for these up-end jobs because of lack of professional training. 

 Urban Bias in Social Sectors such as Health and Education: 

 India spends around 1.3% of its GDP on public healthcare and has an insufficient public 

healthcare infrastructure. 

 A majority of health infrastructure is in the private sector, which is limited to the middle 

classes in urban India. 

 Rural areas are catered by government-run dispensaries which lack infrastructure and 

medicines. The doctors too are not willing to serve in rural areas. 

 Rural areas lack quality educational institutions which are mainly concentrated in urban 

areas which are out of reach of poor rural people. 

 Poor Rural Infrastructure: 

 Development of rural areas is slow due to the improper and inadequate provision of 

infrastructure when compared to urban areas. 

 The primary hindrance to growth in rural productivity and prosperity is the lack of basic 

infrastructures such as connectivity through roads, electricity, housing, clean water and 

sanitation. 

 Small business enterprises can only flourish in rural areas if they have access to good quality 

and reliable infrastructure. 

 Dominance of Social Institutions in Rural areas: 

 In closed rural societies, social institutions such as caste system, joint family system and 

various social customs play a major role in the day to day life of an individual. 

 For example-the rigid caste system does not allow a low caste person to give up his 

traditional work. 
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 While in urban areas, the emphasis is on individual s merit and qualification. 

 Similarly, rural areas have joint family traditions which regulate a person s economic 

activities whereas, in urban areas, there is mainly nuclear family tradition leading to 

economic freedom. 

 Poor Implementation of Rural Development schemes, Leakages and Corruption: 

 Although there is no dearth of schemes for rural development, the benefits of these 

schemes are not able to reach the target population mainly due to corruption in the 

disbursal of funds, non-transparency in financial transactions, wrong identification of the 

beneficiaries, lack of involvement of Gram Panchayats in planning and implementation and 

lack of political and administrative accountability. 

Measures needed: 

 India’s growth may be hampered unless rural-to-urban migration is not tackled by developing a 

model to keep local population employed locally in rural areas. 

 There is an immediate need for cluster-based policies and adoption of digital technologies to 

promote agriculture and food processing units. 

 We must now develop a model of a rural economy wherein local populations can be employed 

locally. This will mean that we need to rethink how our local economies are structured and 

clustered. 

 Cluster policies are crucial for small-scale farmers and agribusiness. It enables them to achieve 

higher productivity, higher value-added production, and to minimise the back-breaking costs of 

logistics, storage, wastage, and interference from the middlemen. 

 Learnings from other countries like the example of Israel that merged learnings from a rural 

kibbutz-based culture with modern technology and made self-sufficiency an absolute mantra 

 Food and agro processing, which comprises about 25 lakh units, 66 per cent of which are in rural 

areas is the key for employment to millions who are currently in disguised unemployment. 

Way forward: 

 Apart from taking steps to increase human development facilities in the villages, such as health 

and education, and develop appropriate infrastructure such as roads and marketing facilities, 

there is the need for generating employment, which can better the living conditions of villagers. 

 We need to adopt a long-term policy, keeping in mind the requirements of the rural and urban 

areas. 

 A close look at the development plan exercises tends to demonstrate that adhocism permeates 

the policy processes. 

 In the rural areas there are many resources lying unutilised. It is time to identify these and make 

proper use of them. 

 The application of Information Technology can be of great help in identifying what is lying 

unutilised or underutilised 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 122 

 Kerala has shown the way through the people’s campaign for decentralised planning. Rural-

urban disparity is the least in Kerala.  There is a rural-urban continuum, rather than a divide. 

Conclusion: 

Urban development in a country like India has to dovetailed with rural development.  Otherwise, 

rural out migration will upset the applecart. 

With State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report showing that India 

retains the dubious distinction of being the country with the largest population of food 

insecure people, critically analyse the underlying gaps to such a condition of food 

security in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Data from the latest edition of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report 
show that India retains the dubious distinction of being the country with the largest population of 
food insecure people. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One has to critically analyse the gaps present in the food security system of the country and suggest 
solutions to address the same. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly quote the report and its findings first. 
Body: 
Estimates presented in the report which was released by several United Nations organisations show 
that the prevalence of food insecurity increased by 3.8 percentage points in India between 2014 and 
2019, By 2019, 6.2 crore more people were living with food insecurity than the number in 2014. 
The SOFI report, which is published annually, presents the most authoritative evaluation of hunger 
and food insecurity in the world. Since 2017, SOFI presents two key measures of food insecurity: the 
conventional measure called the Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) and a new measure called 
the Prevalence of Moderate and Severe Food Insecurity (PMSFI). 
Discuss the issues and the underlying gaps that have led to this condition in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done and suggest solutions. 
Introduction: 

“Food Security” is one of crucial factors of development and poverty alleviation around the globe 

The right to food is a principle of international human rights law. Food security, as defined by 

the United Nations’ Committee on World Food Security(CFS), is the condition in which all people, at 

all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient safe and nutritious food that meets 

their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. Our current understanding of 

food security includes the four dimensions of access, availability, utilisation and stability. 
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Data from the latest edition of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report 

show that India retains the dubious distinction of being the country with the largest population of 

food insecure people. 

Body: 

Grim findings of SOFI report with respect to India: 

 Estimates presented in the report which was released by several United Nations organisations 

show that the prevalence of food insecurity increased by 3.8 percentage points in India between 

2014 and 2019. 

 By 2019, 6.2 crore more people were living with food insecurity than the number in 2014. 

 These estimates show that while 8% of India’s population suffered from moderate or severe 

food insecurity in 2014-16, the proportion rose to 31.6% in 2017-19. 

 The number of food insecure people grew from 42.65 crore in 2014-16 to 48.86 crore in 2017-

19. 

 India accounted for 22% of the global burden of food insecurity, the highest for any country, in 

2017-19. 

 It is also noteworthy that while the PMSFI increased in India by 3.7 percentage points during this 

period, it fell by 0.5 percentage points in the rest of South Asia. 

 India has not released the latest National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) consumption expenditure 

survey data for 2017-18. 

 As a result, conventional measures of poverty and food consumption are not available for recent 

years. 

 Lack of availability of data from this consumption survey also has implications for the FAO’s PoU 

estimates for India. 

 Because of a lack of regular availability of consumption survey data from most countries, the 

FAO uses supply-wise data on per capita food availability to measure changes in average per 

capita calorie intake. 

The underlying gaps to food security in India: 

 Economic distress: 

 The significant rise in food insecurity, as shown by these data, is a clear manifestation of 

the overall economic distress during this period marked by a deepening agrarian crisis, 

falling investments across sectors and shrinking employment opportunities. 

 The latest PLFS data have shown that the unemployment rates in the recent years have 

been higher than in the last four decades. 

 It is widely believed that demonetisation and introduction of the Goods and Services Tax 

were two prime causes of economic distress during this period. 

 NFSA issues: 
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 The NSFA does not guarantee universal right to food: Targeted –Restricts the right to 

food to only 75% of rural and 50% of urban population in India 

 Act would not apply in times of “war, flood, drought, fire, cyclone or earthquake”. This a 

highly problematic clause given that food is becomes utmost necessary during these 

circumstances 

 The Act focuses primarily on distribution of rice and wheat and fails to address the 

‘utilization’ dimension of food security. 

 Given that a major reason for micronutrient deficiency in India is because of a cereal-

based diet; the NSFA does not address the issue of malnutrition and nutritional 

deficiency adequately. 

 Under the National Food Security Act, the identification of beneficiaries is to be 

completed by State Governments. As per findings of Comptroller and Auditor General in 

2016, a massive 49 % of the beneficiaries were yet to be identified by the State 

Governments. 

 Quality issues: 

 Inadequate distribution of food through public distribution mechanism, food 

adulterations in distributed food 

 Beneficiaries have complained of receiving poor quality food grains. 

 Issues with procurement: 

 Open-ended Procurement: All incoming grains accepted even if buffer stock is filled 

creating a shortage in the open market. 

 The recent implementation of Nation food security act would only increase the quantum 

of procurement resulting in higher prices for grains. 

 The gap between required and existing storage capacity. 

 The open market operations (OMO) are much less compared to what is needed to 

liquidate the excessive stocks. 

 Issues with storage: 

 Inadequate storage capacity with FCI. 

 Food grains rotting or damaging on the CAP or Cover & Plinth storage. 

 The money locked in these excessive stocks (beyond the buffer norm) is more than Rs 1 

lakh crore. 

 Issues with allocation of food grains: 

 Inaccurate identification of beneficiaries. 

 Illicit Fair Price shops: The shop owners have created a large number of bogus cards or 

ghost cards (cards for non-existent people) to sell food grains in the open market. 

 Issues with transportation: 
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 Leakages in food grains distribution to be reduced as most leakages in PDS takes place in 

initial stages. 

 Climate Change: 

 Higher temperatures and unreliable rainfall makes farming difficult. Climate change not 

only impacts crop but also livestock, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture, and can cause 

grave social and economic consequences in the form of reduced incomes, eroded 

livelihoods, trade disruption and adverse health impacts. 

 Lack of access to remote areas: 

 For the tribal communities, habitation in remote difficult terrains and practice of 

subsistence farming has led to significant economic backwardness. 

 Increase in rural-to-urban migration, large proportion of informal workforce resulting in 

unplanned growth of slums which lack in the basic health and hygiene facilities, insufficient 

housing and increased food insecurity. 

 Overpopulation, poverty, lack of education and gender inequality. 

 Corruption: 

 Diverting the grains to open market to get better margin, selling poor quality grains at 

ration shops, irregular opening of the shops adds to the issue of food insecurity. 

Important recommendations made by Shantha Kumar Committee.: 

 Reduce the number of beneficiaries under the Food Security Act—from the current 67 per cent 

to 40 per cent. 

 While the poor under the Antyodaya category should keep getting the maximum food subsidy, 

for others, the issue price should be fixed at, say, 50 per cent of the procurement price (as was 

done under Atal Bihari Vajpayee for the BPL category) 

 Allow private players to procure and store food grains. 

 Stop bonuses on minimum support price (MSP) paid by states to farmers, and adopt cash 

transfer system so that MSP and food subsidy amounts can be directly transferred to the 

accounts of farmers and food security beneficiaries. 

 Limit the procurement of rice particularly in the north-western states of Punjab and Haryana 

where the groundwater table is depleting fast, and invite private sector participation in grain 

management 

 FCI should involve itself in full-fledged grains procurement only in those states which are poor in 

procurement. In the case of those states which are performing well, like Haryana, Punjab, 

Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha, the states should do the 

procurement. 

 Abolishing levy rice: Under levy rice policy, government buys certain percentage of rice (varies 

from 25 to 75 per cent in states) from the mills compulsorily, which is called levy rice. Mills are 

allowed to sell only the remainder in the open market. 
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 Deregulate fertiliser sector and provide cash fertiliser subsidy of Rs 7,000 per hectare to farmers. 

 Outsource of stocking of grains: The committee calls for setting up of negotiable warehouse 

receipt (NWR) system. In the new system, farmers can deposit their produce in these registered 

warehouses and get 80 per cent of the advance from bank against their produce on the basis of 

MSP. 

 Clear and transparent liquidation policy for buffer stock: FCI should be given greater flexibility in 

doing business; it should offload surplus stock in open market or export, as per need. 

 Cooperative societies play an important role in food security in India especially in the southern 

and western parts of the country. The cooperative societies set up shops to sell low priced goods 

to poor people. The cooperatives should be encouraged. 

 Fostering rural-urban economic linkages can be an important step towards ensuring food 

security by- 

o enhancing and diversifying rural employment opportunities, especially for women and 

youth, 

o enabling the poor to better manage risks through social protection, 

o leveraging remittances for investments in the rural sector as a viable means for 

improving livelihoods 

Way forward: 

 It is critical for India to conduct a national survey on food insecurity to assess the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on food security of different sections of the population. 

 The right to food is a well-established principle of international human rights law. It has evolved 

to include an obligation for state parties to respect, protect, and fulfil their citizens’ right to food 

security. 

 As a state party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, India has the obligation to ensure the right to be free from 

hunger and the right to adequate food. 

 India needs to adopt a policy that brings together diverse issues such as inequality, food 

diversity, indigenous rights and environmental justice to ensure sustainable food security. 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 proposes to have foundational literacy and 

numeracy a target of early schooling, critically analyse the move if it further embattles 

the already stressed childhood? (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The author presents to us a critical analysis of the feature of NEP 2020 that proposed to have 
foundational literacy and numeracy a target of early schooling. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the move of the government in the NEP 2020 and present your viewpoints. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly start by giving the context of the question. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the significant shift NEP proposes is in the re-organisation of elementary 
education. 
Discuss the arguments with respect to sharp division among perspectives on what constitutes 
reading; more specifically: how is reading learnt. Take hints from the article ad explain what the 
drawbacks of such a move are. 
Debate on what needs to be done, suggest solutions to address. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable way forward. 
Introduction: 

According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight years 

of age. Early childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It 

aims at the holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order 

to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. Target 4.2 of SDG 4 aims 

that by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and pre-primary education. 

Body: 

Significance of ECCE: 

 Early childhood is a time of remarkable growth with brain development at its peak. 

 Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating the 

critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in a child’s early years for 

healthy brain development and growth. 

 It is, therefore of the utmost importance that every child has access to quality early childhood 

care and education (ECCE). 

 The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of physical and motor 

development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, cultural/artistic 

development, and the development of communication and early language, literacy, and 

numeracy. 

 It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation. 

 These years lay the foundations for her/ his learning and holistic development. 

 Children will be better prepared for primary school and will reach better education outcomes. 

 Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 

 Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 

 It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to 

reduce the costs for later remedial programmes. 
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 An overview of 56 studies across 23 countries found impacts on health, education, cognitive 

ability, and emotional development. 

NEP 2020 and ECCE: 

 ECCE would be the greatest and most powerful equaliser. 

 Universal provisioning   of   quality   early   childhood   development, care   and   education must 

be thus being achieved by 2030, to ensure that all children entering Grade 1 are school ready 

 The Policy projecting an expansion of the Right to Education Act to cover the three years of 

preschool before Class 1. 

 It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system 

based on play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 

onwards. 

 The policy aims to provide High-quality early childhood care and education for all children 

between the ages of three and six by 2025. 

 This will be done within schools and anganwadis, which will take care of the overall well-being of 

the child. 

 These institutions will also provide similar support to families for children younger than three 

years of age—within their homes. 

 This policy will result in a massive positive multiplier effect on society. 

Challenges: 

 One of the major issues of ECCE is the unavailability of trained teachers. 

 Anganwadis are currently quite deficient in supplies and infrastructure for education. 

 As a result, they tend to contain more children in the 2-4-year age range and fewer in the 

educationally critical 4-6-year age range. 

 Anganwadis also have few teachers trained in or specially dedicated to early childhood 

education. 

 Private pre-schools often consist of formal teaching and rote memorisation with limited play-

based learning. 

 A 2017 study by the Ambedkar University showed that “a significant proportion of children in 

India who completed pre-primary education, public or private, did not have the needed school 

readiness competencies when they joined primary school. 

Way forward: 

 For universal access to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the Anganwadi Centres will 

be strengthened with high quality infrastructure, play equipment and well-trained Anganwadi 

workers/teachers. 

 Every Anganwadi must have a well-ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly and   well-

constructed   building   with   an enriched   learning   Funds for this programme will be provided 

by the Central and State governments. 
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 ECCE teacher training should be added as a skill gap in the list of National Skill Development 

Corporation to ensure that easy investment is available to produce efficient ECCE teachers. 

 Universal access to quality early childhood education is perhaps the best investment that India 

can make for our children’s and our nation’s future. 

 ECCE can also be introduced in Ashrams shalas in tribal-dominated areas in a phased manner. 

Discuss the role that Community-level institutions can play to ensure that the burden of 

malnutrition is not aggravated during the pandemic. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains in what way Community-level institutions can ensure that the burden of 
malnutrition is not aggravated during the pandemic. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the role of Community-level institutions in addressing the issues of Malnutrition. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting key facts that show the dismal levels of burden of Malnutrition in the country. 
Body: 
As per, “The State of the World’s Children 2019, UNICEF”, before the COVID-19 outbreak, 
malnutrition was the cause of 69 per cent of the total deaths of children under five years. India was 
home to nearly half of the world’s “wasted” (low weight for height ratio) children. The report also 
highlighted that only 42 per cent of infants in the age group of six to 23 months were fed at 
adequate intervals, and only 21 per cent received an adequately diverse diet. 
Explain why the dismal condition is, what has been the effect of pandemic on it. 
Discuss what role the Community-level institutions can play, take hints from the article and explain. 
Suggest upon the associated challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that if all stakeholders at the Centre and state-level work together at an accelerated pace, 
only then can India hope to steadily improve its nutrition indicators and eventually eradicate 
malnutrition. 
Introduction: 

Malnutrition refers to deficiencies, excesses or imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or 

nutrients. India’s National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show that there has been a decline in child 

malnutrition numbers in the country. 

The covid-19 pandemic has disrupted optimal care for children, especially those who are 

malnourished, a Unicef report said. This may increase the overall severe and acute burden and 

massive disruptions in continuity of food availability and livelihood 

Body: 

Challenges faced in fighting malnutrition: 
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 Malnutrition is still one of India’s biggest challenges and is the predominant risk factor for death 

in children younger than five years in every state in 2017, accounting for 68.2% of the total 

under-5 deaths, according to the Global Nutrition Report, 2020. 

 There were 706,000 deaths because malnutrition, according to the statewide data on 

malnutrition by the Indian Council of Medical Research, PHFI, and National Institute of Nutrition 

released in 2019. 

 As much as 35.7% children under 5 years of age are underweight, 38.4% are stunted, and 21% 

are wasted, according to the National Family Health Survey-4 in 2015-16, conducted by the 

ministry of health and family welfare. 

 With government support schemes coming to a standstill during the pandemic, and an economic 

crisis that has led to over 120 million people losing their jobs, UNICEF warns that an additional 3 

lakh children will die in India unless health services and nutritional support is quickly reinstated. 

Community based fighting of malnutrition:  

 The most recent nutrition strategy adopted by the Odisha government is “SOPAN”- Strategy for 

Odisha’s Pathway to Accelerated Nutrition. Implemented by the Women and Child Development 

and Mission Shakti Department, SOPAN has shown promise in achieving the state’s nutrition 

targets across 22 districts. 

 Community-based crèches have been established for improved health management of children 

under three years. 

 These crèches provide community-based management of SAM (CMAM), supervised feeding and 

counselling for mothers and children with moderate acute malnutrition. 

 The community-based approach involves the timely detection of SAM in the community and 

provides treatment for uncomplicated SAM cases through ready-to-use therapeutic foods or 

other nutrient-dense foods. 

 If combined with a health facility-based approach for those malnourished children with medical 

complications or below six months and implemented at scale, community-based management of 

severe acute malnutrition could prevent the deaths of thousands of children. 

 Half-yearly screenings and diligent tracking of malnourished children helped in timely 

management of malnutrition. 

 As part of the initiative, supplementary hot cooked meals were also provided to pregnant 

women and lactating mothers, in addition to the existing nutrient fortified ‘Take Home Ration’ 

(THR) provided under the ICDS supplementary nutrition programme. 

Other measures needed: 

 Anganwadis system is the backbone of India’s nutrition target effort and we really have to 

improve it. 

 Primary health infrastructure is not strong so proper steps needs to be taken in this regard. 

 Farmers should be encouraged and incentivized for agricultural diversification. 
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 Innovative and low-cost farming technologies, increase in the irrigation coverage and enhancing 

knowledge of farmers in areas such as appropriate use of land and water should be encouraged 

to improve the sustainability of food productivity. 

 Public Health Management Cadre. 

 The government should improve policy support for improving agricultural produce of traditional 

crops in the country. 

 Improve ICDS 

 The targeting efficiency of all food safety nets should be improved, especially that of the 

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), to ensure that the poorest are included. 

 In addition, fortification of government-approved commodities within the social safety net 

programmes can improve nutritional outcomes. 

 Child feeding practices should be improved in the country, especially at the critical ages when 

solid foods are introduced to the diet. 

 Fortification, diversification and supplementation may be used as simultaneous strategies to 

address micro and macronutrient deficiencies. 

 Storage capacity should be improved to prevent post-harvest losses. 

 There is a need for more robust measures that can take cognizance of all aspects of SDG 2. 

 All the major welfare programmes need to be gender sensitive. 

 The inherited dehumanizing poverty explains the persistence of malnutrition on a large scale. 

 Children born in impecunious circumstances suffer the most from malnutrition. It is all the more 

reason for governments to intervene to provide adequate nutrition to all. 

 Taking medical services to the door step of villages 

 Funds for food to all yield great returns and help in unlocking the full potential of citizens 

besides strengthening the workforce. 

 Focus to improve the hygiene and cleanliness of our surrounding. 

 Real time delivery of such schemes to the targeted beneficiaries. 

 Schools kids and their parents should be made aware about the various government 

programmes. 

Way forward: 

 Given the dire situation of our nutrition indicators and the resource-crunch brought on by the 

pandemic, the best way forward would be to minimise the burden of malnutrition cases on 

hospitals by resolving less severe cases at the community level by engaging the frontline 

workforce such as anganwadi workers and institutions like the Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres 

(NRCs) at the community level efficiently. 
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 National guidelines would be imperative in highlighting successful models across the country 

and for establishing a proper continuum of care – that is from the home and community to the 

health centre and back again in cases with medical complications. 

 An effective continuum of care strengthens the links between the home and the first level 

facility and the hospital, assuring appropriate care for beneficiaries. 

 Strategies involve improving the skills of health workers, strengthening health system supports, 

and improving household and community practices and community actions for health. 

 This approach also brings care closer to the home through outreach services and promotes 

referral by strengthening access to and improving the quality of health services. 

 Combining effective care in health facilities, healthy behaviour at home and early care-seeking 

for illness will have a significant impact on mother, new-born and child health. 

 If all stakeholders at the Centre and state-level work together at an accelerated pace, only then 

can India hope to steadily improve its nutrition indicators and eventually eradicate malnutrition. 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Why Indian women are generally malnourished compared to their global counterparts? 

Enlist the reasons. What are the consequences? What measures need to be taken to 

tackle the problem of malnutrition in the country? Explain.  (250 words) 
Reference: motherchildnutrition.org 
Why the question: 
The question aims to analyse the severity of malnutrition being faced by Indian women and its 
consequences and how it needs to be handled. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the reasons of why Indian women are generally malnourished compared to their 
global counterparts and its consequence and explain the measures that need to be taken. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly introduce severity of malnourishment among India women. 
Body: 
Indian women despite upliftment over the decades are still largely behind in the human development 
indicators like maternal mortality, micronutrient deficiencies etc. A third of women of reproductive 
age in India are undernourished, with a body mass index (BMI) of less than 18.5 kg/m2. 
Highlight the reasons for malnourishment of women such as child marriages, early pregnancies, low 
gap between the children, focus of nutrition programmes for Indian children has largely been post-
birth, food distribution in households is not based on need, poverty, illiteracy, ignorance, 
socioeconomic 
And environmental factors and poor water/sanitation and health services etc. 
Discuss the consequences of it in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions; hint at the efforts of the government in this direction. 
Introduction: 
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Malnutrition, defined as ill health caused by deficiencies of calories, protein, vitamins, and minerals 

interacting with infections and other poor health and social conditions, saps the strength and well-

being of millions of women and adolescent girls around the world. The gender gaps in nutritional 

status of women in India are due to preferential changes in availability of diets to girl child against a 

boy in their adolescence. 

Body: 

Malnutrition situation in India: 

 An average girl child aged less than 5 years is healthier than her male peers. However, over a 

period of time they grow into undernourished women in India. 

 Malnutrition and anaemia are common among Indian adults. 

 A quarter of women of reproductive age in India are undernourished, with a body mass index 

(BMI) of less than 18.5 kg/m (Source: NFHS 4 2015-16). 

 Both malnutrition and anaemia have increased among women since 1998-99. 

 33% of married women and 28% of men are too thin, according to the body mass index (BMI), 

an indicator derived from height and weight measurements. 

 Underweight is most common among the poor, the rural population, adults who have no 

education and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

 2% of women and 24.3% of men suffer from anaemia, and have lower than normal levels of 

blood haemoglobin. 

 Anaemia has increased in ever-married women from 1998-99. Among pregnant women, 

anaemia has increased from 50% to almost 58% 

Poor Nutrition Throughout the Life Cycle of woman: 

 

The various causes for gender gaps in nutritional status are: 

 Patriarchal mindset: Despite social progress, women largely continue to navigate through 

systems that are defined by masculinity. Class and caste hierarchies further sharpen the 

patriarchal grip, making it difficult for women to escape discrimination. 

 Early Marriage: Which make them deprived of iron reach diet and also leads to early sex and 

child bearing. 
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 low social status: Preference of male child over the girl child affecting the girl health the most. 

 Low diet diversity: The diets of women in India are often too poor to meet their nutritional 

needs. Iron deficient and other micronutrient diet affects the most. 

 Poverty: Low income lead to less availability of food to people. 

 Low literacy: Low literacy among the mother’s and girl child make them vulnerable to less 

nutritious diet and physical changes in body. 

 Lack of awareness: Lack of awareness among the people about the importance of particular 

nutrition and vitamins make the situation worst. 

 Women’s reproductive biology and lack of access to healthcare & proper medicines: When 

mothers take only short intervals between pregnancies and have many children, this can 

exacerbate nutrition deficits, which are then passed on to their children. 

 Sociocultural traditions and disparities in household work patterns can also increase women’s 

chances of being malnourished. 

Consequences: 

 an undernourished mother inevitably gives birth to an undernourished baby, perpetuating an 

intergenerational cycle of undernutrition. 

 Undernourished girls have a greater likelihood of becoming undernourished mothers who in 

turn have a greater chance of giving birth to low birth weight babies, perpetuating an 

intergenerational cycle. 

 This cycle can be compounded further in young mothers, especially adolescent girls who begin 

childbearing before they have grown and developed enough. 

Importance of improving women’s nutrition: 

 Addressing women’s malnutrition has a range of positive effects because healthy women can 

fulfil their multiple roles — generating income, ensuring their families’ nutrition, and having 

healthy children — more effectively and thereby help advance countries’ socioeconomic 

development. 

 Women are often responsible for producing and preparing food for the household, so their 

knowledge — or lack thereof — about nutrition can affect the health and nutritional status of 

the entire family. 

 Promoting greater gender equality, including increasing women’s control over resources and 

their ability to make decisions, is crucial. 

 Improving women’s nutrition can also help nations achieve three of the Millennium 

Development Goals, which are commonly accepted as a framework for measuring development 

progress. 

Measures undertaken by Government to tackle Malnutrition: 

 Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme. 

 National Health Mission. 

 Mid-Day Meal Scheme. 
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 Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojna (IGMSY). 

 Mother’s Absolute Affection. 

 National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan) seeks to ensure a “malnutrition free India” by 

2022. 

 Strengthen MGNREGA to ensure better food security. 

Measures needed: 

 Improving the quantity and nutrient level of food consumed in the household: improving 

access to generalized household food ration through public distribution system. Also providing 

access to supplementary foods under the integrated child development services scheme. 

 To impart knowledge to improve the local diet, production and household behaviours through 

nutrition and health education. 

 Preventing micronutrient deficiencies and anaemia: This through providing the Iron Folic Acid 

Supplementation deworming, Pre and peri-conceptual folic acid supplementation, Universal 

access to iodized salt, Malaria prevention and treatment in malaria-endemic areas, Access to 

knowledge and support to stop use of tobacco products during pregnancy, Maternal calcium 

supplementation, Maternal vitamin A supplementation. 

 Increasing women’s access to basic nutrition and health services: By providing early registration 

of pregnancy and quality of antenatal check-up, with emphasis on pregnancy weight gain 

monitoring, screening and special care of at-risk mothers. 

 Improving access to water and sanitation health (WASH) education and facilities: By providing 

sanitation and hygiene education, including menstrual hygiene. 

 Empowering women to prevent pregnancies too early, too often and too close together: By 

ensuring marriage at/after legal age of 18 through awareness and ensuring a girl completes 

secondary education. Also preventing maternal depletion by delaying first pregnancy and 

repeated pregnancies through family planning, reproductive health information, incentives and 

services. 

 Expanding the maternity entitlement: Promoting community support system for women, skill 

development, economic empowerment as part of maternity entitlement. Providing community 

support system for women to support decision making, confidence building, skill development 

and economic empowerment. 

Conclusion: 

Adequate nutrition is important for women not only because it helps them be productive members 

of society but also because of the direct effect maternal nutrition has on the health and 

development of the next generation. There is also increasing concern about the possibility that 

maternal malnutrition may contribute to the growing burden of cardiovascular and other non-

communicable diseases of adults in less developed countries. Finally, maternal malnutrition’s toll on 

maternal and infant survival stands in the way of countries’ work toward key global development 

goals. 
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Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

What do you understand by Universal Service obligation Fund? Highlight its 

Contributions to Inclusive development of the country. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint  
Why the question: 
PM will inaugurate Submarine cable connectivity to Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the program 
is going to be funded with USOF. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss what you understand by Universal Service obligation Fund and also highlight its Contributions 
to Inclusive development of the country. 
Directive: 
Highlight – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what you understand by USOF. 
Body: 
Universal Service Obligation Fund:  Funds come from the Universal Service Levy (USL) of 5% charged 
from all the telecom operators on their Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) which are then deposited into 
the Consolidated Fund of India, and require prior parliamentary approval to be dispatched. 
Their aim is to provide universal telecom services and ensure that even the unconnected areas in the 
country reap the benefits of inclusive development. 
Quote the example of submarine cable connectivity to Andaman & Nicobar Islands (A&NI) that is 
premised on the USOF. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such funds in Inclusive development of the country. 
Introduction: 

Universal Service Obligation Fund was established in 2002, with the main aim to provide universal 

telecom services and ensure that even the unconnected areas in the country reap the benefits of 

inclusive development. The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 gave statutory status to the 

Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF). The USOF is headed by the USOF Administrator who 

reports to the Secretary, Department of Telecommunications (DoT). 

Body: 

The submarine Optical Fibre Cable (OFC) connecting Chennai and Port Blair was inaugurated recently 

which provides High-speed broadband connectivity to the people of Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

with other parts of the country. The project is funded by the central government through the 

Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) under the Ministry of Communications. 

The funds for the USOF comes from Universal Service Levy (USL). The USL is charged from all the 

telecom operators on their Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR). These are then deposited into the 

Consolidated Fund of India, and prior parliamentary approval is required for dispatching. 

USOFs contributions to Inclusive development of the country: 
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 The USOF enables rural Indians to achieve their fullest potential and participate productively in 

the development of the nation by virtue of being effectively connected through a reliable and 

ubiquitous telecommunications network, access to which is within their reach and within their 

means. 

 It helps provide widespread and non-discriminatory access to quality ICT services at affordable 

prices to people in rural and remote areas. 

 It also provides an effective and powerful linkage to the hinterland thereby mainstreaming the 

population of rural and remote parts of the country. 

 For instance, the connectivity will enable the delivery of faster and more reliable mobile and 

landline telecom services to Andaman and Nicobar Islands, on par with other parts of India. 

 Provision of reliable, robust, and high-speed telecom and broadband facilities will be imperative 

from the viewpoint of consumers, as well as for strategic and governance reasons. 

 4G mobile services, which were constrained due to limited backhaul bandwidth provided via 

satellite will also see a major improvement. 

 Installation of village public telephones in every revenue village of 1991 census and additional 

revenue village of 2001 census. 

 Provision of rural community telephones at next stage. 

 Provision of household telephones in rural areas. 

 Creation of Infrastructure for mobile services in remote, rural areas. 

 Provision of broadband in villages in a phased manner. 

 Induction of new technologies like national optic fibre network in rural areas. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the funds from USOF can be used for better connectivity which will also facilitate the delivery 

of e-governance services such as telemedicine and tele-education, small enterprises will benefit 

from opportunities in e-commerce, while educational institutions will utilize the enhanced 

availability of bandwidth for e-learning and knowledge sharing. 

Sustaining innovation in the country requires partnership of the government with the 

tech-solution providers for better governance solutions. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express  
Why the question: 
The article explains a globally-competitive tech-solutions/app ecosystem can’t be sustained without 
government partnership. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way Sustaining innovation in the country requires partnership of the government 
with the tech-solution providers for better governance solutions. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Briefly explain the role of technology solution providers in providing for better governance solutions. 
Body: 
Briefly talk about Indian start-ups first. Discuss the actions of the government in this direction. 
Discuss what the government should do to make the innovation paradigm of the country more 
sustainable. The government needs to help build start-ups in the field of health-tech, agri-tech, ed-
tech, etc. It also needs to promote innovations in new technologies like artificial intelligence, machine 
learning, Blockchain, mixed reality, and robotics. 
Quote examples to justify better. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of recognising role of technology solution providers in better governance 
systems for the country. 
Introduction: 

India was ranked 52 among 130-odd economies in the recently released Global Innovation Index 

2019. Nevertheless, its performance was commended as it topped the Central and South Asian 

region for the ninth consecutive year and its growth — from 81st rank in 2015 to 52nd this year — is 

the fastest by any major economy. What is also significant is that India continues to outperform on 

innovation relative to its gross domestic product (GDP). 

Body: 

Indian Startup Ecosystem: 

 India is home to the world’s third largest startup ecosystem, having added over 1,300 tech 

startups in 2019. 

 India now hosts 24 unicorns—a term to describe startups valued at $1 billion—the third-highest 

number of unicorns in a single country in the world. 

 The volume of investments in startups also grew. 

 Startups created 60,000 direct jobs in 2019 alone. 

 The start-up landscape in the country is becoming the epitome of innovation, with companies 

bringing out solutions that are aimed at solving locally relevant issues. 

 Startups can act as vehicles for socio-economic development and transformation. 

 India has immense potential both in terms of technological innovation and implementation of 

business models. 

 In light of the current economic environment, IPOs from India into the US could emerge over the 

next 12 to 18 months. 

Key areas that need emphasis: 

 Funding: 

 The funding scenario is still in nascent stage in India. 

 Researchers need to depend upon Government funding which has been very low. Our 

investment in R&D is a paltry 0.7 per cent of GDP. 

 Private funding is abysmal in India, whereas there is only transfer of innovations from 

their home countries. 
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 FDI in India has focused on setting up back-end offices for R & D centers in developed 

countries. 

 Poor R&D: 

 Insufficient scientific research in India’s private sector seems to be part of the problem. 

The large pharmaceutical sector, for example, remains dominated by the fabrication of 

generic products rather than original formulations. 

 As per UNESCO Institute of Statistics data, India spends 0.8% in GDP on R&D, which is 

notably less than China’s 2% or the 2.7% of the US 0r 4.2% of Israel. 

 Physical as well as other enabling infrastructure is missing to help in research 

capabilities. 

 Policies: 

 Government is the single largest enabler for the innovation ecosystem. 

 Government’s role in encouraging R&D and helping companies start is vital to ensuring 

success. 

 Weak industry-academia linkage: Unlike western countries, there is disconnect 

between industry needs and academics creating a vacuum in research and innovation. 

 Issues regarding Intellectual Property rights (IPR): Weak enforcement of IPR rules 

prevent the development of innovation ecosystem in the nation. 

 There is a severe backlog and high rate of pendency for domestic patent applications. 

According to reports there is a backlog of almost 2 lakh patents pending examination 

due to manpower shortages. 

 Bureaucratic inefficiencies: 

 Firstly, there are a large number of procedures to be followed and clearances to be 

obtained to start and operate a business. 

 Secondly, each of these procedures can take an inordinately large amount of time. 

 Policymakers should invest in human intellectual capital and create a knowledge-based 

economy. 

 Weak Education System: 

 Indian education system is very weak especially when it comes to educating about 

entrepreneurship. 

 Students hardly get to know about entrepreneurship during their school studies. 

 Finding a team with right approach could be challenging for entrepreneurs especially 

when they are looking for people of non-tech skills. 

 Today, Israel spends 7 per cent of its GDP on education. 
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 A large section of the country’s public research is concentrated in national research 

centres such as the S. N. Bose Center, the Raman Research Institute and organizations 

such as the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science. In comparison, research at 

universities has been neglected. 

 Corruption: 

 While under no circumstances, corruption can be justified, it is a bitter truth that it is 

rampant in many government departments. 

 Even private sector is not spared by bribes, unwarranted objections. 

 The urge to make illegal money, immense misuse of power, frivolous publications and 

patents, faulty promotion policies, victimization for speaking against wrong or corrupt 

practices in the management, sycophancy, and brain drain 

 Labour: 

 Lack of manufacturing capability in India has been attributed to red tapism and 

corruption, but the low productivity of labour is also a big factor. 

 Stringent labour laws governing lay-off of employees make it very difficult to fire 

workers in case of non-performance or during times of financial distress when it 

becomes imperative to lay-off workers to maintain the financial viability of the business 

operations. 

 Ecosystem Limited to Big Cities: 

 The startup ecosystem in India is limited to big cities including Bangalore, Delhi, 

Bangalore, Pune and Chennai etc. 

 There are very few resources that are actually working toward strengthening the startup 

ecosystem. 

Way forward: 

 The Economic Survey recommends doubling national expenditures on R&D with most of the 

increase coming from the private sector and universities. 

 There is a need to encourage investor-led research. 

 The government needs to help build start-ups in the field of health-tech, agri-tech, ed-tech, etc. 

 It also needs to promote innovations in new technologies like artificial intelligence, machine 

learning, blockchain, mixed reality, and robotics. 

 In this direction, the Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) has already been 

established. It is a promising start that needs to expand with more resources and creative 

governance structures. 

 R & D should focus on technology and extension services that are directly related to common 

people. 

 Engage private sector, state government and Indian Diaspora. 
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 The private sector should be incentivised to undertake and support R&D through CSR (Corporate 

Social Responsibility) funds. 

 Some states have started incorporating such solutions for better governance. 

 Agra partnered with the start-up Gaia and Microsoft to create a corona dashboard for the city, 

and Mumbai did the same, too; many governments and city administrations purchased drones 

from Garuda, a Chennai-based company, to sanitise large areas. 

 Apart from providing initial capital and facilitating incubation programmes—these have been 

going on for long now—governments at all levels need to hire start-ups through contracts for 

faster or better government-service delivery. 

 A globally-competitive tech-solutions/app ecosystem can’t be sustained without government 

partnership. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Deliberate upon the concerns associated with Cartographic aggression attempted by 

Pakistan recently, how will they further up the tensions between India and Pakistan? 

(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The question is amidst the tit-for-tat game that India and Pakistan often engage in has entered a 
new phase with the Pakistan government unveiling a ‘new political map’ of the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the concerns associated with such a cartographic aggression of Indian neighbors especially 
Pakistan and its impact on the further tensions between India and Pakistan. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Prime Minister Imran Khan issued a map that shows the Indian Union Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir (J&K), and Ladakh as well as territory in Gujarat as part of Pakistan, a move that is in 
response to a map that India issued in October last year that showed Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir 
(POK) and Gilgit-Baltistan as well as Aksai Chin as Indian territory. 
Body: 
The Indian Ministry of External Affairs has termed Pakistan’s announcement of a new political map, 
which asserts its claims on Jammu and Kashmir, Siachen and Sir Creek, and lays a new claim to 
Junagadh, as an exercise in “political absurdity”, and accused Pakistan of attempting a form of 
“territorial aggrandizement supported by cross-border terrorism”. 
Pakistan’s decision to issue the map, a tit-for-tat maneuver in return for India’s decision to reorganize 
Jammu and Kashmir a year ago, appears to reset several agreements with India that have been 
concretized over the past 70 years. 
Discuss in what way such aggressions are causing ill effect on the India-Pak relations. 
Explain what the available way forward to resolve the issue is. 
Conclusion: 
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Pakistan’s actions, while on completely bilateral matters, come in conjunction with map-related 
issues India faces today on two other fronts: with China at the Line of Actual Control on Ladakh, and 
with Nepal at Kalapani and Limpiyadhura. It is surely no coincidence that all three countries objected 
to the map and thus New Delhi must be well-prepared to deal with the three-pronged cartographic 
challenge it will face in the coming months. 
Introduction: 

The Pakistan Prime Minister recently announced a new political map of Pakistan. With this, Pakistan 

became the third country to launch a new political map after India and Nepal did the same in 

November 2019 and May 2020, respectively. India had reiterated its territorial claims in Jammu and 

Kashmir, and Ladakh with the new map; this triggered a reaction from Nepal which contested Indian 

claims in the Kalapani region of Pithoragarh district. The territorial claims of Pakistan are, however, 

of a far greater extent and challenge many of the past understandings and treaties. 

Body: 

Concerns associated with Cartographic aggression: 

 The new political map of Pakistan has claimed the entire region of Jammu and Kashmir 

stretching all the way to the edge of Ladakh. 

 It has also renamed Kashmir Highway in Islamabad as Srinagar Highway. 

 The map also claims Junagarh and Manavadar, a former princely State and territory, 

respectively, that are part of present-day Gujarat. 

 It leaves out a claim line at the eastern end of J&K indicating Pakistan’s willingness to make 

China a third party in the Kashmir issue. 

 This clearly runs counter to the Shimla Agreement which treated Kashmir as a bilateral matter. 

 Pakistan also claimed the entire territory and water bodies that fall in the Sir Creek region in the 

westernmost part of India. 

 The map also shows the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) as being part of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa province. 

Tensions between India and Pakistan: 

 India and Pakistan have fought two of their three wars over Kashmir, and the Himalayan region 

has remained the focus of a flare-up between the two nuclear powers over the years. 

 The map is likely to lead to changes in Pakistan’s position on territorial disputes with India. 

 By demanding the entire Jammu and Kashmir region, Pakistan is changing the main features of 

Pakistan’s Kashmir discourse as it includes the Jammu region prominently. 

 The inclusion of Junagarh and Manavadar opens fundamental issues of territorial sovereignty of 

India. 

 By demanding the demarcation to shift towards the eastern bank, Pakistan appears to be going 

back also on the spirit of the Rann of Kutch arbitration where the overwhelming evidence of 

maps supported India’s claims over the Rann and its marshlands. 
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 The map will eventually trigger diplomatic battles with India as it negates previous 

understandings. 

India’s response: 

 India has dismissed the map as an “exercise in absurdity” that made “untenable claims” to 

territories in India. 

 These ridiculous assertions have neither legal validity nor international credibility. 

 India also said that the release of the new map confirms Pakistan’s “obsession with territorial 

aggrandizement” supported by cross-border terrorism. 

Conclusion: 

India continues to maintain that terror and talks cannot go hand-in-hand with Pakistan. With Nepal 

turning hostile, Sri Lanka tilted towards China, Bangladesh miffed over the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2019 and India out of Iran’s Chahbahar railway link project, there is a relative decline in India’s 

sphere of influence, especially in its neighbourhood and the extended neighbourhood. This demands 

a deeper examination of the foreign policy. 

China is accused of indulging in beggar-thy-neighbor policy. Explain the term and 

examine its consequences on rest of world? (250 words) 
Reference: investopedia.com 
Why the question: 
The question is premised on the beggar-thy-neighbor policy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the concept of beggar-thy-neighbor policy, its use by China and examine its 
consequences on the rest of the world. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Beggar thy neighbor policy refers to a policy that aims at addressing one’s own domestic problems at 
the expense of others — trading partners in particular. It utilizes currency devaluations and 
protective barriers to alleviate a nation’s economic difficulties at the expense of other countries. 
Body: 
Conventionally, countries often impose tariff barriers and restrict imports to protect their domestic 
industries. However, with globalization, such practices are not possible, beyond a level, Central banks 
devalue or encourage the depreciation of their own currencies compared to its trading partners by 
intervening in the local currency markets to retain their respective competitive edge and price 
advantage in exports. 
Explain the moves made by China in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the current non system is pushing the world toward competitive monetary easing, to 
no one’s ultimate benefit. Developing a consensus for free trade and responsible global citizenship 
and 
thus resisting parochial pressures would set the stage for the sustainable growth the world 
desperately needs. 
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Introduction: 

Beggar thy neighbor policy refers to economic and trade policies that a country enacts that end up 

adversely affecting its neighbors and/or trading partners. Protectionist barriers such as tariffs, 

quotas, and sanctions are all examples of policies that can hurt the economies of other countries. 

Often, beggar thy neighbor policies are not intended to negatively affect other countries; rather, it is 

a side effect of policies meant to bolster the country’s domestic economy and competitiveness. 

Body: 

Beggar thy neighbor policy: 

 Beggar thy neighbor often refers to international trade policy that benefits the country that 

enacted it, while harming its neighbors or trade partners. 

 Protectionism is often seen as a key example of policies that are intended to strengthen a 

domestic economy, but which may negatively impact trading partners. 

 Beggar thy neighbor policies came about, originally, as a policy solution to domestic depression 

and high unemployment rates. 

 The basic idea is to increase the demand for a nation’s exports, while reducing reliance on 

imports. 

 This means driving consumption of domestic goods up, as opposed to consumption of imports. 

This is usually achieved with some kind of trade barrier — tariffs or quotas — or competitive 

devaluation, in order to lower the price of exports and drive employment and the price of 

imports up. 

 A currency war is a prime example of beggar thy neighbor in action since it amounts to a nation 

attempting to gain an economic advantage without consideration for the ill effects it may have 

on other countries. 

Consequences of Beggar thy neighbour policy: 

 After China devalued its currency by nearly 0.5% to the dollar earlier in January 2016, many 

emerging market currencies have started weakening against the US dollar. 

 Indian rupee too has lost close 4% to the dollar since January. 

 The immediate cause of a weak emerging market currency is pull out of foreign investors from 

these economies resulting in a pressure on local currencies. 

 For instance, a weak renminbi will lead to widening of trade deficit. 

 Markets in which China and India compete, Chinese will price out Indians. 

 Chinese will dump cheaper products in our market resulting in factory closure, job losses etc. 

 In the current situation of global economic slowdown and weak demand, a price advantage on 

goods and services need not necessarily prop up exports. 

 In certain cases, such a policy may prove counterproductive. 

 If, for instance, even the competing country counters one policy move, of say, depreciation (to 

protect exports) then such a practice may not have desirable results, especially the country’s 
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imports are not price elastic (the imports are essential and not dependent on prices) and instead 

could end up hurting the trade balance through higher import price and resulting in inflation in 

such economies. 

Conclusion: 

The current non-system is pushing the world toward competitive monetary easing, to no one’s 

ultimate benefit. Developing a consensus for free trade and responsible global citizenship and thus 

resisting parochial pressures would set the stage for the sustainable growth the world desperately 

needs. 

From Europe to Central Asia and now India, dependence on China is destroying 

indigenous traditions, Discuss in the case of Indian textiles. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us how Chinese imports are destroying our traditional textiles. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way from Europe to Central Asia and now India, dependence on China is destroying 
indigenous traditions.  Also, present the case of India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present briefly the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain that with Covid-19 causing a dramatic rupture, and with Chinese aggression at the border, 
India must reassess its approach to trade, especially the import of textiles and other artifacts of 
religious use from China. This is essential to preserve India’s traditional strengths and ensure it 
doesn’t fall into the same trap as other countries, which have lost their livelihoods and indigenous 
traditions. 
Present key statistics to justify the damage the Chinese aggression is causing. Explain what needs to 
be done. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest solutions to address the problem. 
Introduction: 

Textile Industry is one of the oldest and the largest industries in India. The Indian textile and apparel 

industry can be broadly divided into two segments – yarn & fibre, and processed fabrics & apparel. 

Indian textile industry has some deep-rooted problems which needs to be addressed with long-term 

sustainable solutions 

Body: 

Potential of Textile Sector: 

 Employment generation: textiles & garments industry is labour intensive sector that employs 45 

mn people in India is second only to the agriculture sector in terms of employment. 

 The textiles and apparels industry in India is valued at around $127 billion in size. 
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 According to India brand and equity foundation(IBEF), India is among the world’s largest 

producers of textiles and garments. Domestic Textile and apparel industry contributes 2% to 

India’s GDP and accounts for 14% of industrial production, 27% of the country’s foreign 

exchange inflows and 13% of the country’s export earnings. 

 The sector is a large foreign exchange earner, and is the second-largest employer (after the 

agricultural sector) in the country. 

 In India, the sector enjoys the presence of the entire value chain from fibre, yarn, fabric and 

apparel apart from the availability of cheap and abundant labour. 

 Thus for India the textiles industry is important not just for labour absorption and as a source of 

foreign exchange, but also as a symbol of India’s rich heritage. 

 Tradition and culture: India’s textiles sector is one of the oldest industries in the Indian 

economy, it not only provides livelihoods to millions of households but is a storehouse and 

carrier of traditional skills, heritage and culture. 

 It can be divided into two segments- 

o The unorganised sector is small scale and uses traditional tools and methods. It consists 

of handloom, handicrafts and sericulture. 

o The organised sector uses modern machinery and techniques and consists of spinning, 

apparel and garments segment. 

Current status of Indian textile sector: 

 Indian textiles industry which is one of the oldest industries of the Indian economy is finding it 

difficult to compete with much smaller players such as Bangladesh and Vietnam. 

 However, in spite of these benefits, India’s share in the global textiles exports is just 5%, which is 

minuscule as compared to China’s share of 38%. 

 Much smaller players like Bangladesh and Vietnam have a share of 3% in global exports and are 

increasingly threatening India’s exports. 

 The exports from the sector are valued at around $37 billion, amounting to 13% of India’s total 

exports. 

 The share of textiles in India’s total exports has fallen sharply from a high of 25% in FY02. 

 The rise in labour cost in China could have been the perfect opportunity for India to increase its 

share in the global textiles industry. 

Challenges faced by Indian textiles sector: 

 Chinese Dependency: China dumped silk yarn in India at prices a fraction of their costs initially, 

and then slowly raised the prices to set up a lucrative business. The business, unfortunately, is 

run by middlemen, ignorant of the fact that they are producing goods which are unwearable and 

at the same time enhancing dependence on Chinese silk yarn. One of the major production 

areas, incidentally, is in and around the city of Wuhan, a textile hub of low-end garments for the 

world. 
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 Market Reality: India’s textile industry grapples with domestic issues including outdated 

technology, inflexible labour laws, infrastructure bottlenecks, and a fragmented nature of the 

industry. 

 The textiles sector in India, primarily dominated by the unorganized and small players, had taken 

a major hit with demonetization and the implementation of the goods and services tax (GST). 

 Global Policies: According to the WTO’s Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, a 

country needs to phase out export subsidies for a product as it achieves export competitiveness, 

defined as 3.25% share in world trade, and the per-capita income reaches more than $1,000 per 

annum. 

 As per this agreement, India is under pressure to end export subsidy for the textiles sector by 

2018. 

 This implies that the existing subsidy schemes including the Merchandise Export from India 

Scheme (MEIS) and the Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) Scheme will get affected by the 

same. 

 Demand for MMF: Globally, manmade textiles and garments are in high demand, with the ratio 

of cotton-to-manmade-fibre consumption at 30:70. 

 India, despite being the second-largest textiles exporter in the world, lags in this category 

because of unavailability of manmade fibres at competitive prices. 

 Free-trade pacts: like the South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) have led to intense 

competition from countries like Bangladesh which have zero-duty access to the Indian market. 

The government should take a re-look at such pacts and try to work out a solution. 

 The government should aim at driving scale across the textiles value chain by encouraging large 

investment, consolidation of firms and enlargement of clusters. 

 Impact of recent reforms: The sector went through a phase of stagnating exports, 

demonetisation, bank restructuring and implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). 

 India, which was the second largest exporter of Textile & Clothing between 2014 and 2017 after 

China, slipped to the fifth place losing its position to Germany, Bangladesh and Vietnam. 

 Delay in disbursal of subsidies: Fast-track disbursal of subsidies for technology up-gradation 

under the TUFS scheme to help the industry modernise the operation. 

Measures needed: 

 Government needs to move away from export-specific subsidy, which violates WTO norms, to 

focus on regional and cluster subsidies, technology upgradation and skill development subsidies, 

which benefit all the producers. 

 In India, cotton and manmade fibres (MMF) have differential tax treatment, here fibre neutrality 

will give a boost to the industry. 

 Under differential tax treatment cotton is taxed at 5% and manmade fibres at 12%. 

 In fact, of the total textiles and clothing exports from India, cotton accounts for around 75%, 

there is a need to increase production with the global consumption patterns. 
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 While India has abundant supply of labour, flexibility in labour laws and adequate skilling will 

give a big boost to the textiles industry. 

 For instance, women should be allowed to work in all three shifts, after taking into account 

adequate safeguard measures. 

 Technology upgradation schemes will help Indian players to increase both their productivity and 

competitiveness. 

 In addition, the government needs to carefully evaluate the various trade agreement 

opportunities Bangladesh and Vietnam benefit from favourable access to some of the big 

apparel markets. 

 The government also needs to re-look at fibre neutrality and evaluate various trade agreement 

opportunities, while domestically focusing more on technology upgradation and skill 

development. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to expand the production base to non-traditional areas where abundant land and 

labour are available. 

Constitutional crises in India’s neighborhood have key bearing on India’s ‘Neighborhood 

First’ policy. Discuss with recent incidences. (250 words ) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Recently Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, in his first address to the newly elected 
Parliament, has declared his intention to repeal the landmark 19th Amendment to the Constitution, 
and, thereafter, work towards a new constitution. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in what way Constitutional crises in India’s neighborhood have key bearing on India’s 
‘Neighborhood First’ policy. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining what you understand by India’s ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. 
Body: 
What is Neighbourhood first policy? 
India’s Neighbourhood First Policy focuses on cooperation and peaceful coexistence. 
It is part of India’s foreign policy that actively focuses on improving ties with India’s immediate 
neighbours which is being termed as Neighbourhood first policy in the media 
It was started well by inviting all heads of state/heads of government of South Asian countries in his 
inauguration of PM Modi first term and later held bilateral talks with all of them individually which 
was dubbed as a mini SAARC summit. 
Then move onto explain the constitutional crisis that the neighboring countries are facing, present 
the case of Srilanka. Explain what bearings it has on India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 
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India’s Neighbourhood First Policy accords primacy to nations in India’s periphery, includes in its 

ambit the Bimstec—a grouping that includes almost all countries of South Asia and some in South-

East Asia. It actively focuses on improving ties with India’s immediate neighbours. It is focused on 

cooperation based on needs and requirements of neighbouring countries. The policy is also driven 

by the principle of non-seeking reciprocity. 

Body: 

The constitutional crisis that the neighbouring countries are facing: 

 The newly elected Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, in his first address to Parliament, 

has declared his intention to repeal the landmark 19th Amendment to the Constitution, and, 

thereafter, work towards a new constitution. 

 Sri Lanka will draft a new Constitution and abolish the 19th Amendment that curtailed the 

powers of the President and strengthened the role of Parliament. 

 The Rajapaksas secured a two-third majority in parliament during the recent general elections, 

thus the paving way for constitutional amendments. 

 The President’s remarks on the proposed Constitution can be looked at in the predictive sense of 

moving away from the concept of devolution. 

 It will be retrograde if the idea of sharing more power with the provinces is abandoned 

altogether. 

 If the independence of institutions such as the Election Commission (EC) is now curbed in the 

name of undoing the 19th Amendment, it would be a distortion of democratic principles. 

 Further, the President’s address lacked any reference to ethnic minorities. 

Reasons for the proposed constitutional amendments: 

 The 19th Constitutional Amendment in 2015 had put a two-term limit on the Presidency and 

curtailed the executive powers of the President and transferred it to parliament and 

independent commissions. 

 The legislation envisages the dilution of many powers of Executive Presidency, which had been 

in force since 1978. It involves: 

 The reduction in the terms of President and Parliament from six years to five years. 

 Re-introduction of a two-term limit that a person can have as President. 

 The power of President to dissolve Parliament only after four and a half years. 

 The revival of Constitutional Council and the establishment of independent 

commissions. 

 The President remains the head of Cabinet and he can appoint Ministers on the advice 

of Prime Minister. 

 The Rajapaksa family had alleged that the amendment was brought specifically to target the 

family. 
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 Mahinda Rajapaksa could not contest the last November presidential elections because of the 

term limit and his younger brother Gotabaya became the candidate. 

Impacts on India: 

 The Tamils issue, who are an ethnic minority section, would again prop up due to the proposed 

constitutional changes. 

 This has acted as an irritant in the India-Srilanka bilateral ties in the past. 

 Srilanka could again play the China card which could embolden the ‘String of pearls’ initiative of 

China endangering India’s security in the Indian Ocean region. 

Way forward: 

 There is an urgent need for a new inclusive constitution that would put the country on the path 

of equality and reconciliation. 

 The plan to rewrite the Constitution under the pretext of a ‘one country, one law’ principle 

should not be at odds with this need. 

 India should push for the reconciliation efforts for the Tamils in Sri Lanka while remaining 

sensitive to Sri Lanka’s security concerns. 

“Considering the strategic importance of Bangladesh and as a responsible upper 

riparian state, India needs to take proactive steps for early conclusion of Teesta 

agreement”. Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
India and Bangladesh have been engaged in a long-standing dispute over water-sharing in the 
Teesta. Adding to the existing tensions, Bangladesh is now discussing an almost $1 billion loan from 
China for a comprehensive management and restoration project on the Teesta river. Thus the 
question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the steps that Indian must take in the Teesta dispute with Bangladesh so as to 
conclude upon the active dispute. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the context; Bangladesh’s discussions with China come at a time when India is 
particularly wary about China following the standoff in Ladakh. 
Body: 
Briefly discuss the geography of the Teesta River across the two countries; Teesta river is a tributary 
of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in Bangladesh), flowing through India and Bangladesh. It 
originates in the Himalayas near Chunthang, Sikkim and flows to the south through West Bengal 
before entering Bangladesh. 
Then move onto discuss the long standing conflicts between the two countries. 
Explain what the need of the hour is. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with steps that India must proactively take at this stage. 
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Introduction: 

India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, cultural, social and economic. India and Bangladesh 

today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive development in the areas of 

diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. 

However, recently Bangladesh is discussing an almost $1 billion loan from China for a comprehensive 

management and restoration project on the Teesta river. The project is aimed at managing the river 

basin efficiently, controlling floods, and tackling the water crisis in summers. Bangladesh’s 

discussions with China come at a time when India is particularly wary about China following the 

standoff in Ladakh. 

Body: 

Strategic importance of Bangladesh to India: 

 India has benefited from its security ties with Bangladesh, whose crackdown against anti-India 

outfits has helped the Indian government maintain peace in the eastern and Northeast states. 

 Bangladesh has benefited from its economic and development partnership. 

 Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia. Bilateral trade has grown steadily over 

the last decade: India’s exports to Bangladesh in 2018-19 stood at $9.21 billion, and imports 

from Bangladesh at $1.04 billion. 

 India also grants 15 to 20 lakh visas every year to Bangladesh nationals for medical treatment, 

tourism, work, and just entertainment. 

 For India, Bangladesh has been a key partner in the neighbourhood first policy — and possibly 

the success story in bilateral ties among its neighbours. 

Importance of Teesta River: 

 For Bangladesh: Its flood plain covers about 14% of the total cropped area of Bangladesh and 

provides direct livelihood opportunities to approximately 73% of its population. 

 For West Bengal: Teesta is the lifeline of North Bengal and almost half a dozen of districts of 

West Bengal are dependent on the waters of Teesta. 

 Teesta River issue: 

 Teesta river is a tributary of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in Bangladesh), flowing through 

India and Bangladesh. 

 It originates in the Himalayas near Chunthang, Sikkimand flows to the south through West 

Bengal before entering Bangladesh. 

 The Teesta Barrage dam helps to provide irrigation for the plains between the upper Padma and 

the Jamuna. 

 India and Bangladesh have been engaged in a long-standing dispute over water-sharing in the 

Teesta. 

 The two countries were on the verge of signing a water-sharing pact in September 2011, when 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was going to visit Bangladesh. 
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 But, West Bengal Chief minister Mamata Banerjee objected to it, and the deal was scuttled. 

 After Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, he visited Dhaka in June 2015 — accompanied by 

Mamata Banerjee — and told Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina that he was confident they could 

reach a “fair solution” on the Teesta through cooperation between central and state 

governments. 

 Five years later, the Teesta issue remains unresolved. 

Way forward: 

 The Teesta project is important and urgent from India’s point of view, so it is crucial to solve it as 

soon as possible. 

 India has to implement all its assurances in a time-bound manner otherwise the latent anti-India 

sentiment in Bangladesh threatens to damage the friendly ties. 

 The two countries must try to address issues on areas that have emerged as potential irritants in 

the relationship. 

 A scientific study of the river as a hydro-logical unit should be done by neutral experts. Then, 

water sharing agreement may be concluded by bringing multiple stakeholders on the table. 

Indus Water Treaty brokered by World Bank may server at model. 

 The two countries share 54 transboundary rivers, and water management is the key to 

prosperity. 

Conclusion: 

The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand that the political leadership of 

the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 

Can India be the economic engine of the neighborhood in the current conditions?  

Discuss in detail the idea of India taking lead in the south Asian region. (250 words ) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Why the question: 
The article talks about the importance of India in the South Asian region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
One must explain whether it is possible for India to become an economic engine of the neighborhood 
in the current conditions. One has to focus on the regional aspects and India’s role in it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain in what way with the privilege of being the region’s largest economy by far comes the power 
to make a difference. Covid-19 has presented India with an unprecedented opportunity to help 
restructure its economy and reshape regional cooperation and integration towards a more 
sustainable path. 
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Discuss the effects of Pandemic in the current conditions. Explain how it has impacted overall 
economy in the region.                 
Explain the need for reorientation of India’s Neighbourhood First policy in such context. Take hints 
from the article and elucidate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on the note that India can fuel its own national recovery by being the economic engine of 
the neighborhood. 
Introduction: 

South Asia, one of the world’s most populous regions, is also affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

While there are many differences amongst the countries of the region, there are also common 

features which impact the health of its people, some of them a result of our shared cultural and 

geopolitical history. The collective experience of dealing with COVID-19 may provide important 

lessons, which transcend national boundaries. 

Body: 

In the wake of the rapid spread of Coronavirus infections across countries including South Asia, 

Indian Prime Minister held a conference of the leaders of South Asian nations to discuss 

coordination and strategy to combat the advance of the disease. India should remember that it can 

fuel its own national recovery by being the economic engine of the neighbourhood. 

Reasons why India should be the economic engine of South-Asia: 

 There are dire warnings of a “pandemic depression” with growth projections worldwide revised 

heavily downward, and an estimated 42 million people within South Asia out of 100 million 

worldwide already driven back to extreme poverty. 

 The ongoing global slowdown is projected to hit South Asia’s major export earnings — business 

services, textiles, transport equipment, labour and tourism, severely. 

 This is compounded by a 22% decline in remittances to South Asia mainly from the Gulf, serious 

problems of finance and capital, as well as what the World Health Organization has termed 

“supply nationalism” severely disrupting global supply chains. 

 China is using Covid-19 diplomacy to take several strategic initiatives vis-à-vis India’s neighbours 

in South Asia that require a commensurate response. 

Measures needed for India to take the lead in the south Asian region: 

 India could leverage regional trade, connectivity and investment, and strengthen the South 

Asian Free Trade Agreement as a game-changer for the region. 

 One step that could dramatically galvanise economic energies would be to lower barriers to 

intra-regional food trade and encourage regional supply chains. 

 the South Asian Free Trade Agreement trade policy measure should be supplemented by a series 

of trade facilitation measures that could uplift Prime Minister’s call for self-reliance from the 

national to a regional level as an extension of India’s Neighbourhood First policy. 

 These range from offers of freer transit trade through the region, the development of supply and 

logistic chains, digital data interchange, single-window and digitised clearance systems, risk 

assessment and minimisation measures, wider use of trade lines of credit (presently abysmally 
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low), denser connectivity, smoother cross-border inspections, and reduced transaction costs, 

using technology as a force multiplier. 

 Further, India could take the lead is in the sectors of health and food security. 

 regional food security is another area that India could take a major initiative in with an eye to 

the future. 

 Measures in this area could include using its ample food reserves of 83 million MT to put in place 

a South Asian food safety net to deal with crises augmenting access to the SAARC Food 

Bank that currently stands at less than 500,000 MT. 

 India could provide an ecological blueprint for South Asia with a focus on the protection of 

biodiversity and dealing with the climate crisis. The linkage between pandemics and ecology also 

needs to be acknowledged. 

 India can increase the convening capacity of sub-regional initiatives such as the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation. 

 The border regions can be effective partners in shaping India’s regional engagement by steering 

sectoral regional dialogues on cross-border trade, transport and health. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Measures that India takes to combat 

the disease could be compromised if all countries in South Asia are not on the same page. As 

members of this region, we must come together in such times. Smaller economies are hit harder, so 

we must coordinate. With Indian leadership, there will be no doubt we will see immediate and 

impactful outcome. At various levels, governments and people are trying their best to combat it. 

South Asia, which is home to a significant number of the global population should leave no stone 

unturned to ensure our people are healthy. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

The World Trade Organization has today become a victim of its own success. Critically 

discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  

Introduction: 

The World Trade Organization remains an indispensable organisation but it requires urgent 

modernisation. WTO appellate body has become dysfunctional as two of the three remaining judges 

has retired. The US has stalled appointments of members in the appellate body of WTO’s dispute 

settlement system. Presently, there was only one active Appellate Body member left. This makes the 

appeals process of the WTO dysfunctional, given that a minimum of three Appellate Body members 

are needed to consider an appeal of a panel report. 

Body: 

WTO Appellate Body: 
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 The Appellate Body was set up in 1995 as a “safety valve” against erroneous panel reports in 

return for the membership agreeing to adopt reports using the “reverse consensus” rule in lieu 

of the “positive consensus” rule. 

 This Appellate body was established under Article 17 of the Understanding on Rules and 

Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes (DSU). The Appellate Body has its seat in 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Under the erstwhile positive consensus rule, reports issued by panels composed to hear disputes 

under GATT, could be adopted only if each of the contracting states favoured its adoption. This 

effectively handed a veto to the losing state. 

 It is a standing body of seven persons that hears appeals from reports issued by panels in 

disputes brought by WTO Members. 

 The Appellate Body can uphold, modify or reverse the legal findings and conclusions of a panel. 

 Appellate Body Reports once adopted by the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB), must be accepted 

by the parties to the dispute. 

 

Challenges faced by WTO: 

 Dispute settlement cases continue to be filed for the time being and are being litigated. A civil 

dialogue over trade issues persists. 

 Technical functioning is now wholly inadequate to meet the major challenges to the strategic 

relevance of the WTO in the 21st century. In critical areas, the organisation has neither 

responded, nor adapted, nor delivered. 

 Dimensions of its structures and functions are fragile, creaking, and failing in parts. 

 Functioning of state enterprises engaging in commercial activities is interfering with and 

distorting the operative assumption of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)/WTO 

that international trade is to be conducted, principally, by private sector operators in response 

to conditions of supply and demand through price in a market economy. 
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 Many WTO members bear responsibility for the use of trade-distorting domestic subsidies. 

Agricultural and industrial subsidies have caused blockages in the system and prompted 

protectionist reactions in a number of WTO members. 

 Blockage and deadlock in the Appellate Body stage of the WTO dispute settlement system 

triggered the present crisis. 

 The WTO lost the critical balance between the organisation as an institution established to 

support, consolidate, and bind economic reform to counter damaging protectionism, on the one 

hand, and the organisation as an institution for litigation-based dispute settlement, on the other 

hand. 

 For years now, the multilateral system for the settlement of trade dispute has been under 

intense scrutiny and constant criticism. The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of 

new Appellate Body members (“judges”) and de facto impeded the work of the WTO appeal 

mechanism. 

Consequences of fall of Appellate Body: 

 The fall of the Appellate Body effectively marks a return to the previous system as it hands states 

an opportunity to appeal an adverse panel ruling and effectively indefinitely delay its adoption. 

 The majority of the disputes at the WTO concern trade remedy matters. 

 In such matters, if a state violates the rules, for example those concerning dumping of goods or 

grant of subsidies, affected states can without recourse to the WTO, adopt countermeasures 

such as imposition of anti-dumping and countervailing duties. 

 The dispute resolution mechanism primarily aims to police the adoption of such 

countermeasures, namely whether they were warranted and otherwise imposed consistently 

with the rules. 

 While the fall of the Appellate Body may see the adoption of more unilateral sanctions by states, 

possibly leading to increased trade wars, it will not render the WTO rules unenforceable. 

 The threat of reciprocal sanctions may in fact serve to encourage states to remain compliant 

with the rules even in the absence of a functional Appellate Body at the helm of the dispute 

mechanism. 

Measures to revive WTO: 

 A vibrant WTO cannot accommodate conflicting economic models of market versus state. All 

WTO members will have to accept the operative assumption of a rules-based order steered by 

a market economy, the private sector, and competition. 

 Launch negotiations to address the intertwined issues of agricultural subsidies and market 

access, while recognising that food security concerns will not disappear. 

 A credible trading system requires a dispute settlement system that is accepted by all. 

 Launch serious negotiations to restore the balance, and we must do so in an open-ended 

plurilateral manner that cannot be blocked by those who do not want to move ahead. 
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 GATT/WTO rules in a number of areas are outdated. New rules are required to keep pace with 

changes in the market and technology. Rules and disciplines on topics ranging from trade-

distorting industrial subsidies to digital trade require updates. 

Conclusion: 

Members have to face the reality that the organisation requires non-cosmetic, serious root-and-

branch reform for a WTO adapted to 21st century economic and political realities. A reformed WTO 

will have to be constructed on the foundation of liberal multilateralism, resting on open, non-

discriminatory plurilateral pillars, an improved Appellate Body, explicit accommodation of 

regional trade agreements, and appropriate safety valves for rules-based sovereign action. A 

reaffirmed commitment to the rules-based liberal market order with a development dimension 

must be the foundational starting point 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Discuss the possible effects of recently signed deal to normalize relations between the 

United Arab Emirates and Israel on Gulf. (250 words) 
eference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The recently signed deal to normalize relations between the United Arab Emirates and Israel is the 
context of the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss the nuances of the pact signed between the two; explain how will the Israel-UAE pact impact 
the Gulf? 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly present the background of the question, 
Body: 
Start by explaining how Arab-Israeli ties have historically been conflict-ridden. 
Discuss the past attempts of reconciliation between the two countries. 
Explain the causative factors that have led to long conflicts between the two. 
Then move on to discuss how such a deal may prove to be a breakthrough in Arab-Israel relations. 
Explain that if more countries in the Gulf follow the UAE’s lead, it would open a new chapter in Arab-
Israel ties and bring Peace to the region. 
Hint at the possible concerns of such a pact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion. 
Introduction: 

U.S. President Donald Trump recently announced that Israel and the United Arab Emirates had 

reached a peace agreement. The “historic breakthrough” in Arab-Israel relations will lead to a full 

normalisation of diplomatic relations between the two states, a move that reshapes the order of 
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West Asia politics from the Palestinian issue to Iran. The agreement will be known as the Abraham 

Accords. 

Body: 

Details of the agreement: 

 According to the joint statement, the UAE and Israel would establish formal diplomatic relations 

and in exchange, Israel would suspend its plans to annex parts of the occupied West Bank. 

 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had earlier vowed to annex the Jewish settlements in 

the West Bank. 

 The Trump administration, as part of the President’s peace plan announced in January, had 

backed the annexation plan despite international criticism. 

 But now, as part of the agreement, Israel “will suspend declaring sovereignty over areas” of the 

West Bank and “focus its efforts on expanding ties with other countries in the Arab and Muslim 

world”. 

 The statement also said delegations from Israel and the UAE would meet in the coming weeks to 

sign bilateral agreements regarding “investment, tourism, direct flights, security, 

telecommunications, technology, energy, healthcare, culture, the environment, the 

establishment of reciprocal embassies, and other areas of mutual benefit”. 

Geopolitical implications of the deal: 

 The agreement could fast-track the changes that are already under way in the region. 

 The Saudi bloc, consisting of Egypt, the UAE, Bahrain and others, see their interests being 

aligned with that of the U.S. and Israel and their support for Palestine, which Arab powers had 

historically upheld, is dwindling, while Turkey and Iran emerge as the strongest supporters of the 

Palestinians in the Muslim world. 

 This tripolar contest is already at work in West Asia. 

 The UAE-Israel thaw could sharpen it further. 

 Russia, a staunch ally of Syria, has not yet reacted. 

 The deal will send ripples through other parts of the world. 

 In South Asia, it will put Pakistan in a bind. 

 Pakistan is already facing criticism at home for not being able to take on India over its 2019 

decisions in Kashmir. 

Impact on the UAE: 

 The deal smoothens the UAE’s international campaign to be seen as a beacon of tolerance in the 

Middle East despite being governed by autocratic rulers. 

 It puts the UAE out first in a regional recognition race among neighbouring Gulf Arab states. 

Impact on Israel: 
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 The announcement justifies the year-long claims of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

that his government enjoys closer ties to Arab nations than publicly acknowledged. 

 The deal gives Netanyahu a domestic boost at a time when Israel’s coalition government is 

facing infighting and the possibility of early elections. 

Impact on the USA: 

 The recognition grants a diplomatic win to the USA President Donald Trump ahead of the 

November election. 

 Neither his efforts to bring the war in Afghanistan to an end nor efforts to bring peace between 

Israel and the Palestinians have been successful yet. 

For Palestine: 

 For Palestinians, who long have relied on Arab backing in their struggle for independence, the 

announcement marked both a win and setback for the Israel-Palestine relations. 

 While the deal halts Israeli annexation plans, the Palestinians have repeatedly urged Arab 

governments not to normalize relations with Israel until a peace agreement establishing an 

independent Palestinian state is reached. 

Conclusion: 

The deal marks a historic day and a significant step forward for peace in the Middle East. Opening 

direct ties between two of the Middle East’s most dynamic societies and advanced economics will 

transform the region by spurring economic growth, enhancing technological innovation and forging 

closer people-to-people relations. 

Do you agree that India’s geopolitical interests are in close orientation with moderate 

Arab centre? Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the current relations of India with Arab center and the associated 
geopolitical interests. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain and analyse in detail in what way India’s geopolitical interests are in close orientation with 
moderate Arab centre. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can briefly explain the recent happenings between the two countries. 
Body: 
The geopolitical realignment in the Middle East, marked by last week’s agreement on the 
normalization of relations between the United Arab Emirates and Israel, intersects with the equally 
significant reorientation of the Subcontinent’s relationship with the region. 
Explain the pros and cons of such engagements, list down the areas in which India can benefit. 
Take hints from the article and explain the significance of Arab centre to India, bring out the possible 
geopolitical interests that India has in the region. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that standing up for Arab sovereignty and opposing the forces of regional destabilisation 
must be at the very heart of India’s new engagement with the Middle East. 
Introduction: 

U.S. President Donald Trump recently announced that Israel and the United Arab Emirates had 

reached a peace agreement. The “historic breakthrough” in Arab-Israel relations will lead to a full 

normalisation of diplomatic relations between the two states, a move that reshapes the order of 

West Asia politics from the Palestinian issue to Iran. The agreement will be known as the Abraham 

Accords. 

Body: 

Details of the agreement: 

 The UAE has become the first Gulf Arab state to do so and only the third Arab nation to have 

active diplomatic ties with Israel. 

 Egypt made a peace deal with Israel in 1979, followed by Jordan in 1994. 

 Under the deal, Israel would suspend its plans to annex large parts of the occupied West Bank. 

 The West Bank is sandwiched between Israel and Jordan. One of its major cities is Ramallah, the 

de facto administrative capital of Palestine. 

 Israel took control of it in the Six-day Arab-Israeli war, 1967 and has over the years established 

settlements there. 

 A joint statement from the USA, the UAE and Israel has been issued which says that delegations 

would meet in the coming weeks to sign deals on direct flights, security, telecommunications, 

energy, tourism and health care. 

 Both nations will also partner on fighting the Covid-19 pandemic together. 

 It remains unclear what prompted Israel and the UAE to make the announcement now. 

 In June 2020, the UAE’s ambassador to the USA warned that Israel’s plan to annex the Jordan 

Valley and other parts of the occupied West Bank would upend Israel’s efforts to improve ties 

with Arab nations. 

India’s relations with Arab countries: 

 India’s engagement with the Arab Gulf has become deeper in the recent past. 

 The last six years have also coincided with a significant deterioration of Pakistan’s relations with 

the region, especially with the UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

 India has deep stakes in terms of energy supplies and expatriate populations in middle east. 

 The deal opens up new opportunities for India to play a much larger role in the regional security 

and stability in the Gulf. 

 India should use this unexpected opportunity to give itself a bigger role in a region which is its 

strategic backyard. 

 The first step should be to ramp up defence and security relations with the UAE. 
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 Israel is already a very close defence partner. But India should restart joint exercises with the 

UAE, and even Saudi Arabia. 

 India will also need to watch ties with Iran, which has slammed the agreement and will see Arab-

Israeli tie-ups as a direct threat to its security. 

 India has consistently supported peace, stability and development in West Asia, which is our 

extended neighbourhood. 

 In that context, India welcome the full normalization of ties between UAE and Israel. 

 New Delhi will also need to watch ties with Iran, which has slammed the agreement and will see 

Arab-Israeli tie-ups as a direct threat to its security. 

 The deal opens up new opportunities for India to play a much larger role in the regional security 

and stability in the Gulf, where New Delhi enjoys special relations with both Abu Dhabi and 

Jerusalem. 

 This is a region where India has deep stakes in terms of energy supplies and expatriate 

populations. 

Way forward: 

 The first step should be to ramp up defence and security relations with UAE. 

 Israel is already a very close defence partner. But India should restart joint exercises with UAE, 

and even Saudi Arabia. 

 While some work has already happened, India should leverage its economy for a bigger opening 

in this region. 

 Importantly, India can use its good offices to ensure that any future deal on a regional security 

framework gives adequate space to Iran, which may be weak 

 but not so weak that it cannot be a hugely disruptive power if it so chooses. A balance between 

Shia and Sunni, between Persian and Arab, is key to any sustainable peace. 

 In recent years, China has indicated its willingness to play a larger role in this region, and is close 

to both UAE and Israel and, increasingly, Saudi Arabia. 

Conclusion: 

India should make its moves before this market and this extended neighbourhood come under the 

Chinese sphere of influence. The deal marks a historic day and a significant step forward for peace in 

the Middle East. Opening direct ties between two of the Middle East’s most dynamic societies and 

advanced economics will transform the region by spurring economic growth, enhancing 

technological innovation and forging closer people-to-people relations. 

Discuss in detail the Tension in the eastern Mediterranean region with Turkey and 

Greece having overlapping maritime claims recently. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
Recently there have been tensions in the eastern Mediterranean region. Thus the question. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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One must discuss in detail the Tension in the eastern Mediterranean region with Turkey and Greece 
having overlapping maritime claims recently. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by narrating briefly the background of the issue.  Turkey and Greece have overlapping maritime 
claims. The maritime dispute is with respect to the Aegean Sea. The dispute is related to the maritime 
jurisdiction areas, including the territorial waters and the continental shelf and their delimitation. 
Body: 
The dispute has to do with Turkish claims to maritime territories in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. 
Turkey has been arguing that the many Greek islands off Turkey’s Aegean coast should be only 
entitled to a much reduced Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) as compared to the normal 200 nautical 
miles limit. 
It is a fundamental rule of international law that delimitation of maritime boundaries between 
adjacent and opposite states in locations where maritime areas overlap or converge should be 
effected by agreement on the basis of international law. However, the maritime boundaries between 
Turkey and Greece are yet to be delimited by agreement. 
Discuss in detail the recent developments in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is an urgent need to bring down tensions and find a diplomatic and mutually 
acceptable solution to the gas contest. 
The maritime dispute which happens to fuel tensions in the region must be resolved in line with the 
established related jurisprudence, while taking into consideration the equity and security 
requirements of the stakeholders. 
Introduction: 

The worsening stand-off in the eastern Mediterranean, frequently described as a gas conflict, has 

been gaining momentum. Tensions in the eastern Mediterranean has soared due to the issues 

between Turkey and Greece. Turkey sent an exploration vessel, accompanied by a Navy fleet, to the 

disputed waters. 

Body: 
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Reasons for the trigger of issue: 

 The trigger for the recent hostility between Turkey and Greece, which have historically shared 

troublesome relations, has been the discovery of gas in the Mediterranean waters. 

 The EU’s plans to transport the gas to its mainland, which would help reduce its dependency on 

Russia, have raised the region’s geopolitical profile. 

 Turkey and Greece have overlapping maritime claims. 

 But when EU members and its allies in West Asia and North Africa made plans to build a gas 

pipeline from the Mediterranean to Europe’s mainland, they kept Turkey out of it, which 

infuriated Ankara. 

Issues Involved: 

 Overlapping Claims: 

o Turkey and Greece, vehemently disagree over overlapping claims to hydrocarbon 

resources in the region based on conflicting views on the extent of their continental 

shelves in waters dotted with mostly Greek islands. 

o Turkey says that despite having the longest coastline in the eastern Mediterranean it is 

confined into a narrow strip of waters due to the extension of Greece’s continental 

shelf, based on the presence of many Greek islands near its shore. 

o The island of Kastellorizo, which is about 2 km off Turkey’s southern coast and 570 km 

from the Greek mainland, is a particular source of Turkish frustration. 

 Many stakeholders involved: 

o The highly complicated issue now has the potential to involve Europe, West Asia and 

North Africa. 

o France, the EU’s most powerful military force, has thrown its weight behind Greece and 

Cyprus. 

o Cyprus is physically divided with the southern part ruled by the internationally-

recognised government and the northern part controlled by Turkey. 

o An alliance is also emerging among Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France, which is backed by 

Egypt, Israel and the UAE. 

o Turkey stands almost isolated, but remains a key power in the Mediterranean. 

Conclusion: 

The tensions should be dialled down, in everybody’s interest. A diplomatic and mutually acceptable 

solution to the gas contest should be found. Excluding Turkey, which has a long Mediterranean 

coast, is unwise. Allowing a resurgent Turkey to bully smaller powers in the region would be 

strategically disastrous. The EU has to strike a balance between these two options. 
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Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Do you agree that the Taliban’s ceasefire is a chance to kick-start intra-Afghan peace 

talks? Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article presents to us the recent ceasefire of Taliban and its impact on Intra- Afghan talks. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain in detail how an external agent will only look for a way out of the conflict. It is the internal 
unity or 
Strong will to fight against its enemy will safeguard it. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question; Afghanistan’s government and the Taliban have 
announced a three-day ceasefire of war for the Muslim Eid al-Adha holiday. 
Body: 
Explain the significance of the move; there are chances that both sides may kick-start the intra-
Afghan talks that were promised in the U.S.-Taliban deal if the ceasefire gets extended. 
Provide a background of conflict between Taliban and Afghanistan. 
Discuss if this U.S.-Taliban deal will really resolve the issue? Bring out the concerns associated to it. 
Talk about the U.S. – Taliban Peace deal. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Taliban has decided to cease fire for three days during Id-ul-Adha. The decision has come as a 

relief for Afghans who have seen unabated violence despite a peace agreement between the 

insurgents and the U.S. This is the third official respite since the war started in 2001. 

Body: 

Background: 

 In June 2018 and May 2020, the Taliban had briefly ended hostilities to mark the end of the holy 

month of Ramzan. 

 However, on both occasions it refused to extend the ceasefire and returned to war as soon as 

the celebrations were over. 

 The United States has signed a historic deal with Taliban insurgents that could pave the way for 

ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan in March 2020. 

 Kabul and the insurgents are preparing to launch the intra-Afghan talks that were promised in 

the U.S.-Taliban deal, leading to high hopes of extended peace. 

 According to the pact, talks were to begin in March 2020. 

 But both sides failed to reach an agreement on prisoner exchange, which the U.S. had agreed 

with the Taliban. 
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Reasons why the ceasefire could be a good start for Intra-Afghan talks: 

 Afghanistan President Ghani has decided to release 5,000 Taliban prisoners. 

 This is followed by the Taliban’s ceasefire announcement. 

 Both sides have now agreed to kick-start talks after Id. 

 They could do it in a peaceful environment if the ceasefire is extended. 

However, challenges persist: 

 The Taliban continues to engage in war and talks simultaneously, despite the peace deal 

between US and Taliban. 

 The Afghan government was kept out of the peace process. 

 According to the U.S.-Taliban agreement, the U.S. agreed to pull out its troops in return for 

security assurances from the Taliban. 

 The onus was on a weakened Afghan government to start talks even as the Taliban continued 

attacks. 

 A resurgent Taliban seeks to maintain the upper hand – in war and in talks. 

 Taliban sees itself as the legitimate ruler of Afghanistan. 

 In addition, it has not recognised the Constitution of the country. 

 This will be the government’s key challenge when its representatives and that of the Taliban 

would be holding talks. 

Way forward: 

 Achieving lasting peace in Afghanistan will require patience and compromise among all parties. 

And thus talking only with the Taliban is a short-sighted policy. 

 To resolve conflict within Afghanistan, the battlefield needs to be isolated i.e. external support 

to the terrorist activities needs to be abandoned. Also, the countries need to keep their 

respective interests aside, to build peace in the region. 

 The US needs to make its policy vis-a-vis Afghanistan clear. 

 India and Central Asian Republics can help in establishing peace in the region. 

 More militancy is witnessed in the region where the state fails to deliver. Thus, administrative 

reforms within Afghanistan are the need of the hour. 

Deliberate upon the security concerns associated with increasing nuclearization of the 

world countries. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  
Why the question: 
The article discusses the concerns associated with nuclear weapons. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the security concerns associated with increasing nuclearization of the world 
countries. 
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Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by quoting key facts such as – Since 1945, the United States, the Soviet Union/Russia, the 
United Kingdom, France, China, Israel, India, Pakistan, and North Korea have armed themselves with 
destructive nuclear weapons. Over 1,26,000 nuclear weapons have been built since the beginning of 
the atomic age. 
Body: 
Start by briefly discussing the damage potential these nuke weapons have, The use of existing 
weapons against civilian populations can cause a high number of casualties as observed in the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The large numbers of nuclear tests are causing grave 
and long-lasting damage to the environment and public health. 
Highlight the vulnerabilities that such weapons expose us to. Nuclear weapons supporters have often 
argued that the use of nuclear weapons is impossible because of deterrence. 
Take hints from the article and draw suitable touch points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude what needs to be done to address such grave security concern the world is to face. 
Introduction: 

According to a latest report by Swedish think tank Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 

(SIPRI), All nations that have nuclear weapons continue to modernize their nuclear arsenals, while 

India and China increased their nuclear warheads in the last one year. 

Nuclear weapons today pose an unimaginable threat to mankind and a nuclear weapon free world is 

call of the hour. The recent North Korean nuclear crisis highlights the fact that the world is heading 

toward a dangerous nuclear era which poses threat not only to human life and property but has the 

potential to cause irreversible damage to the environment. 

Body: 
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Current scenario of nuclear weapons in the world: 

 The nine nations that have nuclear weapons include the USA, Russia, UK, France, China, India, 

Pakistan, Israel and North Korea. 

 The total number of nuclear warheads in these nuclear-armed countries has gone down from 

13,865 in 2019 to 13,400 in 2020. 

 This marked a decrease from an estimated 13,865 nuclear weapons at the beginning of 2019. 

 The decrease in the overall numbers was largely due to the dismantlement of old nuclear 

weapons by Russia and the U.S., which together possess over 90% of the global nuclear 

weapons. 

 However, India, Pakistan and China have increased their nuclear stockpile and are significantly 

modernising their arsenals. 

 China’s nuclear arsenal had gone up from 290 warheads in 2019 to 320 in 2020, while India’s 

went up from 130-140 in 2019 to 150 in 2020. 

 Pakistan’s arsenal was estimated to be between 150-160 in 2019 and has reached 160 in 2020. 

 Both China and Pakistan continue to have larger nuclear arsenals than India. 

Security concerns associated with increasing nuclearization of the world countries: 

 The large number of nuclear tests are causing grave and long-lasting damage to the environment 

and public health. 
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 Nuclear weapons could be launched at any moment against any target around the world. 

 There is no realistic way to protect against nuclear weapons, whether they are used deliberately, 

inadvertently, or accidentally. 

 The availability of ballistic missiles has made it impossible to intercept nuclear weapons once 

they are launched. Neither fallout shelters nor ballistic missile defence systems have succeeded 

in negating this vulnerability. 

 Nuclear threats in some cases have produced anger, and anger can trigger a drive to escalate, as 

was the case during the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 Nuclear threats have not always produced fear and caution as propounded by nuclear 

enthusiasts. On the contrary, countries with nuclear weapons have gone to war quite often, 

even with other countries with nuclear weapons, albeit in a limited fashion. Countries have not 

always shown the expected restraint. 

 Constant jibes by Pakistani politicians to use nuclear weapons against India has further spread 

hate amongst neighbouring countries. 

 In the real world, it is not possible for planners to have complete control on nuclear weapons. 

 In several historical instances, what prevented the use of nuclear weapons was not control 

practices but either their failure or factors outside institutional control. The most famous of 

these cases is the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 Strategic planners often use worst-case assumptions about the intentions and capabilities of 

other countries to argue for the acquisition of greater destructive capabilities, driving endless 

upgrades of nuclear arsenals, and offering a rationale for new countries to acquire nuclear 

weapons. 

 All nuclear-weapon states have admitted to the possibility that deterrence could fail, evident in 

their plans for preparing to fight a nuclear war. 

 A major concern with respect to nuclear weapons is the illusion regarding the controllability of 

nuclear weapons. 

 In the real world scenario, it would not be possible to have complete control. The desire to 

believe in the perfect controllability and safety of nuclear weapons creates overconfidence, 

which is likely to lead to accidents and possibly to the use of nuclear weapons. 

Way forward: 

 In the times of ever-increasing geo-political tensions, adequate measures are required to 

monitor nuclear arsenals and to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and materials. 

 Arms control is also vital for addressing mounting challenges of nuclear proliferation. 

 The world should share concern that not only is further reduction in nuclear stockpiles difficult in 

the near term, but even existing nuclear arms control agreements are now at risk. 

 The U.S. and Russia have reduced their nuclear arsenals under the 2010 New Strategic Arms 

Reduction Treaty (New START) but it will lapse in February 2021 unless both parties agree to 
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prolong it. Therefore, efforts should be made to extend the New START or negotiate a new 

treaty. 

 There is a need to continuously reduce substantially the size of nuclear forces in all states that 

possess them. 

 There is a need for increased efforts to resolve regional confrontations and conflicts that give 

rise to new nuclear powers. 

 The security of nuclear weapons and materials should be increased 

 There should be an inclusive step-by-step approach toward nuclear weapons free world 

 Non –governmental organisations also have important role to play. Recently, ICAN received the 

Noble Peace Prize. Geneva-based ICAN is a coalition of nongovernmental organizations from 

different countries working together to eradicate nuclear weapons. ICAN had been at the 

forefront to bring about the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

 There are multiple nuclear equations — U.S.-Russia, U.S.-China, U.S.-North Korea, India-Pakistan, 

India-China in today’s world but none is standalone. Therefore, world requires to think afresh to 

bring nuclear stability. 

Discuss the link between social media gratification and misinformation. Also explain the 

ill-effects of it while suggesting solutions. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu  , Live Mint  
Why the question: 
The question is amidst rising incidences of fake news by India media. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Explain the issue with media, specifically the issue of misinformation; the factors responsible for it 
and discuss the concerns associated with social media gratification and suggest solutions to address 
the same. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can introduce the answer by quoting a fact or two suggesting the context of the question. An 
MIT study has found social media’s built-in craving for likes is affecting our ability to objectively 
analyze the accuracy of online news before clicking ‘share’. 
Body: 
Start first by explaining what social media gratification and why it often leads to 
misinformation.  Misinformation and disinformation spread in media is becoming a serious social 
challenge. It is leading to the poisonous atmosphere on the web and causing riots and lynchings on 
the road. In the age of the internet (WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter,) it is a serious problem as 
rumours, morphed images, click-baits, motivated stories, unverified information, planted stories for 
various interests spread easily among 35 crore internet users in India. There have been many 
instances of online rumours leading to killings of innocent people. In some cases, ministers have 
deleted tweets after realizing the fake news which they shared earlier. Discuss some of the popular 
examples in India. Hint at the laws that seek to address the issue, suggest solutions to overcome it. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that countering content manipulation and fake news to restore faith in social media 
without undermining internet and media freedom will require public education, strengthening of 
regulations and effort of tech companies to make suitable algorithms for news curation. 
Introduction: 

Social media are defined as digital platforms on which users can create pages, connect with other 

users, generate and distribute content, and engage in interactive communication. The Uses and 

gratification theory is one of many communications theories that help to explain human’s 

relationship with mass media. The main idea is that people turn to media to assist them in fulfilling 

certain needs that used to be filled by just talk to other people. 

Off late, the social media gratification has increased leading to increased spread of fake news, deep-

fakes and other misinformation. An MIT study has found social media’s built-in craving for likes is 

affecting our ability to objectively analyse the accuracy of online news before clicking ‘share’. 

Body: 

The link between social media gratification and misinformation: 

 The structure of social media, which encourages rapid browsing of news headlines, elevates 

splashy news items, and rewards users who post eye-catching news, by tending to give them 

more followers and retweets, even if those stories happen to be untrue. 

 The instantaneous social feedback all the time which leads to users craving for seeing how many 

likes they get for their post leads to sharing of wrong news. 

 The bad news is that when people are consuming news on social media, their inclination to 

share that news with others interferes with their ability to assess its accuracy. 

 Cognitive habits, more so than partisan views, influence the way people judge the accuracy of 

news stories and lead to the sharing of misinformation. 

 Being emotionally aroused is another thing that makes you less likely to stop and think carefully 

leading to spread of misinformation. 

Issues caused due to social media misinformation: 

 Misinformation and disinformation spread in media is becoming a serious social challenge. It is 

leading to the poisonous atmosphere on the web and causing riots and lynchings on the road. 

 In the age of the internet (WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter,) it is a serious problem as rumours, 

morphed images, click-baits, motivated stories, unverified information, planted stories for 

various interests spread easily among 35 crore internet users in India. 

 There have been many instances of online rumours leading to killings of innocent people. 

 In some cases, ministers have deleted tweets after realizing the fake news which they shared 

earlier. 

 A study on COVID-19 misinformation that was published in March 2020. 

 Using controlled tests with more than 1,600 participants, the study found that false claims were 

shared in part simply because people failed to think about whether the content was reliable. 
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 In a second test, when people were reminded to consider the accuracy of what they are going to 

share, their level of truth awareness more than doubled. 

 That approach—known as “accuracy nudge intervention”—from social media companies could 

limit the spread of misinformation, the report concluded. 

 In Iran, a fake remedy of ingesting methanol has reportedly led to 300 deaths, and left many 

more sick. 

 Posts related to ‘treatments’ that are not proven, techniques to prevent exposure and infection 

that are either not proven and/or filled with a lot of misleading information, and instruction for 

individuals to stock up on supplies and food 

 Two types of danger are posed by inaccurate information on the virus: that it “could incite fear 

or panic,” and “the potential for individuals to do harmful things in hope of ‘curing the illness’ or 

‘preventing’ the illness.” 

Suitable measures needed: 

 The world’s biggest social media companies, including Facebook, Google, Twitter and 

ByteDance, are exploring an industry-wide alliance to curb fake news on their platforms in India. 

 The proposed alliance — to be named the Information Trust Alliance (ITA) — will be a 

grouping of digital platforms and publishers, fact checkers, civil society and academia 

that will aim to control the spread of harmful content, including fake news and hate 

speech. 

 Facebook has announced that it currently has over 500 full-time employees and at least 

3,500 external contractors who focus on election work, on top of the 30,000 people 

across the company focused on safety and security issues. 

 Facebook has placed authoritative coronavirus information at the top of news feeds and 

intensified its efforts to remove harmful content, including through the use of third-party fact 

checkers. 

 a public health crisis is an easier arena than politics to set policies and to take a harder line on 

questionable content. 

 AFP and other media companies, including Reuters and the Associated Press, work with 

Facebook’s fact checking program, under which content rated false is downgraded in news feeds 

so that fewer people see it 

 Educating the end-users to be more discerning consumers of news by informing them of 

verification tools so that they can ascertain the accuracy of a news item before sharing it. 

 Press Council of India, a regulatory body, can warn, admonish or censure the newspaper, the 

news agency, the editor or the journalist or disapprove the conduct of the editor or the 

journalist if it finds that a newspaper or a news agency has violated journalistic ethics. 

 A better and more effective approach to limit the influence of hoaxes on WhatsApp and other 

platforms is to increase media literacy. 
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 The government should bring out a policy framework on the possible harm due to the internet 

messaging platforms to engage at a deeper level. 

 Government of India could partner with local news groups to further educate citizens on how to 

identify real news from fake news. 

 Imposing hefty fines, like in Germany the Social media companies face fines of up to €50m if 

they persistently fail to remove illegal content from their sites. 

Way forward: 

 Increasing critical thinking of users: Participants who were more likely to think critically, or who 

had more scientific knowledge, were less likely to share misinformation. when asked directly 

about accuracy, most participants did reasonably well at telling true news headlines from false 

ones. 

 Verify the accuracy of news: Users should be educated to evaluate an information of news 

before they made decisions about sharing the larger group of information. 

 Nudging the users: The idea is, if you nudge them about accuracy at the outset, people are more 

likely to be thinking about the concept of accuracy when they later choose what to share. So 

then they take accuracy into account more when they make their sharing decisions 

Conclusion 

Government should have a mechanism for immediately issuing of notice against 

sites/people/agencies involved in spreading fake news. Secondly, Social media websites should be 

made accountable of such activities so that it becomes their responsibility to have better control 

over the spread of fake news. Finally, ordinary consumers of news can play a big role by, first, 

waking up to the reality that all they read on WhatsApp and Twitter is not the gospel truth, and 

then, by refusing to pass on what they cannot independently verify with other sources. 
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