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DAY – 39  

 

1. Which of the following are components Human Capital Index (HCI) 

1. Survival, measured by under-5 mortality rates 

2. Expected years of Quality-Adjusted School 

3. Health environment 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

World Bank’s Human Capital Index 

• The World Bank has released a Human Capital Index (HCI) as part of the World 

Development Report 2019. 

• Theme for the World Development Report (WDR) 2018: “The Changing Nature 

of Work”. 

Human Capital Project (HCP): 

As part of this report, the World Bank has launched a Human Capital Project (HCP). 

• The HCP programme is claimed to be a program of advocacy, measurement, and 

analytical work to raise awareness and increase demand for interventions to 

build human capital. 

• There are three components of HCP- a cross-country human capital 

measurement metric called the Human Capital Index (HCI), a programme of 

measurement and research to inform policy action, and a programme of support 

for country strategies to accelerate investment in human capital. 

About Human Capital Index (HCI): 

• The HCI has been constructed for 157 countries. It claims to seek to measure 

the amount of human capital that a child born today can expect to attain by age 

18. The HCI index values are contended to convey the productivity of the next 

generation of workers, compared to a benchmark of complete standard education 

and full health. 
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The HCI has three components: 

1. Survival, as measured by under-5 mortality rates. 

2. Expected years of Quality-Adjusted School which combines information 

on the quantity and quality of education. 

3. Health environment using two proxies of (a) adult survival rates and (b) 

the rate of stunting for children under age 5. 

 

2. Freedom in the World 2020 was released by 

 (a) Freedom House 

 (b) Economist Intelligence Unit 

 (c) United Nations Human Rights Council 

 (d) Oxfam International 

 

Solution: A 

 

Freedom in the World 2020 

• Freedom in the World 2020 has been released by America based Freedom 

House. 

• Freedom House is a US-based watchdog, which has been tracking global political 

and civil liberties for almost half a century. 

• Top 5: Finland, Norway, Sweden, the Netherlands and Luxembourg are the top 

five countries in the free category. 

India’s performance: 

• The report has placed India at 83rd position along with Timor-Leste and Senegal 

among the bottom five of “free democracies”. 

• India witnessed the worst score decline among the world’s 25 largest 

democracies. 

• India’s overall score declined from 75 in 2019 to 71 in 2020, with civil liberties 

taking the biggest hit. 

 

3. Which of the followings are included in UNESCO’s World Heritage List 

1. Burial Mounds 

2. Jaipur City 

3. Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group 

4. Megalithic Jar Sites in Xiengkhouang 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

UNESCO world heritage site: 

• A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as of special 

cultural or physical significance. 

• The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme 

administered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 

UNESCO member states which are elected by the General Assembly. 

• Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein 

the site is located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international 

community to preserve each site. 

• The World Heritage Committee inscribed seven cultural sites on UNESCO’s World 

Heritage List. 

These sites include: 

• Burial Mounds (Bahrain): The burial mounds are evidence of the Early Dilmun 

civilization, around the 2nd millennium BCE, during which Bahrain became a 

trade hub, whose prosperity enabled the inhabitants to develop an elaborate 

burial tradition applicable to the entire population. 

• Budj Bim Cultural Landscape (Australia): Composed of channels, dams and 

weirs, they are used to contain floodwaters and create basins to trap, store and 

harvest the kooyang eel (Anguilla australis), which has provided the population 

with an economic and social base for six millennia. 

• Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City (China): Located in the Yangtze River 

Basin on the south-eastern coast of the country, the archaeological ruins of 

Liangzhu (about 3300-2300 BCE) reveal an early regional state with a unified 

belief system based on rice cultivation in Late Neolithic China. 

• Jaipur City, Rajasthan (India): The fortified city of Jaipur, in India’s 

northwestern state of Rajasthan was founded in 1727 by Sawai Jai Singh II. 

Unlike other cities in the region located in hilly terrain, Jaipur was established 

on the plain and built according to a grid plan interpreted in the light of Vedic 

architecture. 

• Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of Sawahlunto, (Indonesia): Built for the 

extraction, processing and transport of high-quality coal in an inaccessible 
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region of Sumatra, this industrial site was developed by the Netherlands’ colonial 

government from the late 19th to the beginning of the 20th century with a 

workforce recruited from the local population and supplemented by convict 

labour from Dutch-controlled areas. 

• Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded Tombs of Ancient Japan (Japan): 

Located on a plateau above the Osaka Plain, this property includes 49 kofun (old 

mounds in Japanese). These kofun have been selected from a total of 160,000 in 

Japan and form the richest material representation of the Kofun period, from the 

3rd to the 6th century CE. They demonstrate the differences in social classes of 

that period and reflect a highly sophisticated funerary system. 

• Megalithic Jar Sites in Xiengkhouang — Plain of Jars (Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic): The Plain of Jars, located on a plateau in central Laos, 

gets its name from more than 2,100 tubular-shaped megalithic stone jars used 

for funerary practices in the Iron Age. 

 

4. The World Happiness Report is released by 

(a) UNICEF 

(b) World Economic Forum 

(c) United Nations Development Programme 

(d) Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

About World Happiness Report: 

• The World Happiness Report 2020 has been released by the Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network for the United Nations by the UN General 

Assembly. 

• It is a landmark survey of the state of global happiness that ranks 156 countries 

by how happy their citizens perceive themselves to be. 

What’s special about the 2020 report? 

• This is the eighth World Happiness Report. The 2020 report for the first time 

ranks cities around the world by their subjective well-being and digs more deeply 

into how the social, urban and natural environments combine to affect our 

happiness. 

How the countries are ranked? 

Nationally representative samples of respondents are asked to think of a ladder, with 

the best possible life for them being a 10, and the worst possible life being a 0. 
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In the reports, experts in fields including economics, psychology, survey analysis, 

and national statistics, describe how measurements of well-being can be used 

effectively to assess the progress of nations, and other topics. 

 

5. The Operation Thirst has been launched by 

(a) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

(b) Ministry of Health 

(c) Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

(d) Ministry of Railways 

 

Solution: D 

 

Operation Thirst is an all- India drive launched by the Railway Protection Force 

(RPF) to curb menace of selling unauthorized packaged drinking water in railway 

stations. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO) 

1. It was created to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of 

intellectual property throughout the world. 

2. India is a member of WIPO and party to several treaties administered by 

WIPO. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

• The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is one of the 17 

specialized agencies of the United Nations. 

• It was created in 1967 “to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection 

of intellectual property throughout the world.” 
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• It has currently 188 member states, administers 26 international treaties, and 

is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• Non-members are the states of Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, 

Nauru, Palau, Solomon Islands, South Sudan and Timor-Leste. Palestine has 

observer status. 

• India is a member of WIPO and party to several treaties administered by WIPO. 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) 

1. The IFAD is an international financial institution. 

2. It is a specialized United Nations agency created in 1977 engaged in 

providing grants and loans with low interest for allied projects. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

• The IFAD is an international financial institution working in the field of poverty 

eradication in the rural areas of developing countries. It is a specialized 

United Nations agency created in 1977 engaged in providing grants and loans 

with low interest for allied projects. 

• The IFAD works with rural people allowing them to enhance their food security, 

improve nutrition and raise their incomes. 

• It also helps people to expand their businesses. 

• The organization is an outcome of the World Food Conference of 1974. 

• It is headquartered in Rome and headed by a President. 

• It has 177 member countries. 

• It works with marginalized and vulnerable groups such as farmers with small 

holdings, foresters, pastoralists, fishermen and small-scale entrepreneurs by 

giving them disaster preparedness, access to weather information, technology 

transfer and social learning. 
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• IFAD brings out the Rural Development Report every year. 

 

8. Consider the following statements with respect to   FASTag, 

1. FASTag operates in the National Highways only. 

2. The tag is valid for seven years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

FASTag is a simple to use, reloadable tag which enables automatic deduction of toll 

charges and lets you pass through the toll plaza without stopping for the cash 

transaction. FASTag is linked to a prepaid account from which the applicable toll 

amount is deducted. The tag employs Radio-frequency Identification (RFID) 

technology and is affixed on the vehicle’s windscreen after the tag account is active. 

FASTag is presently operational at both, national and state highways.  The tag is 

valid for five years and comes in seven different colours — violet, orange, yellow, 

green, and pink, blue, black. Each colour is assigned to a particular category of 

vehicles. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding New Development Bank 

1. It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BASIC countries. 

2. Each participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of the 

countries will have veto power. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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• The BASIC countries (also Basic countries or BASIC) are a bloc of four large 

newly industrialized countries – Brazil, South Africa, India and China – formed 

by an agreement on 28 November 2009. 

About the New Development Bank: 

• It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa). 

• The New Development Bank was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS 

summit held in Durban, South Africa in 2013. 

• It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil. 

• The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among 

the five emerging markets. 

• In the Fortaleza Declaration, the leaders stressed that the NDB will strengthen 

cooperation among BRICS and will supplement the efforts of multilateral and 

regional financial institutions for global development. 

• The bank will be headquartered in Shanghai, China. 

• Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on capital share, in the New 

Development Bank each participant country will be assigned one vote, and 

none of the countries will have veto power. 

 

10. The Global Climate Risk Index has been released by 

(a) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

(b) Global Green Growth Institute 

(c) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

(d) Germanwatch 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Global Climate Risk Index 2020 analyses to what extent countries and regions 

have been affected by impacts of weather-related loss events (storms, floods, heat 

waves etc.). The most recent data available — for 2018 and from 1999 to 2018 — 

were taken into account. The countries and territories affected most in 2018 were 

Japan, the Philippines as well as Germany. For the period from 1999 to 2018 Puerto 

Rico, Myanmar and Haiti rank highest. The index is released by Environment think 

tank, Germanwatch for 2018 and from 1999 to 2018. Hence, option D is correct. 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding Asian Development Bank 

1. The bank admits only those countries which are part of Asia and non-

regional member countries can be observers. 
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2. It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting 

system. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

GoI has signed a 190 million USD loan with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

to upgrade road transport in the state of Rajasthan. 

About ADB: 

• It is a regional development bank 

• established on 19 December 1966. 

• headquartered — Manila, Philippines. 

• official United Nations Observer. 

• The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic 

Commission for Asia and the Far East or ECAFE) and non-regional developed 

countries. 

• Some of the non-regional member countries are Austria, Belgium, Canada, 

Denmark, United States, United Kingdom, France, Italy, Germany etc. 

Voting rights: 

• It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting 

system where votes are distributed in proportion with members’ capital 

subscriptions. 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Ocean Conference 

1. It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of States/Governments, 

scholars, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the region. 

2. It is organized by Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

3. The three broad themes of the conference are marine ecology, terrorism and 

navigational security. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Indian Ocean Conference 

• Fourth Indian Ocean Conference 2019 was recently held in Male, capital of 

Maldives. 

• Theme: ‘Securing the Indian Ocean Region: Traditional and Non-Traditional 

Challenges’. 

About Indian Ocean Conference: 

• Initiated by India Foundation along with its partners from Singapore, Sri 

Lanka and Bangladesh. 

• It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of States/Governments, Ministers, 

Thought Leaders, scholars, diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from 

across the region. 

The three broad themes of the conference were: 

1. MARINE ECOLOGY: Climate Change, Global Warming and consequent Rise of 

Sea Levels, Pollution, Sustainable harnessing of Oceanic Resources 

2. TERRORISM: Rising Spectre of Terrorism in Indian Ocean Region, Marine 

Terrorism 

3. NAVIGATIONAL SECURITY: Freedom of Navigation, UNCLOS and its effective 

implementation, Natural and Man-made hazards to Navigation, Piracy 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding Bharat Bond ETF 

1. It is a basket of bonds issued by central public sector 

enterprises/undertakings 

2. It will have a fixed maturity of three and ten years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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• The government has approved the launch of Bharat Bond ETF, India’s first 

corporate bond exchange traded fund, comprising debt of state-run 

companies. It is a basket of bonds issued by central public sector 

enterprises/undertakings or any other government organization bonds. 

• It will have a fixed maturity of three and ten years and will trade on the stock 

exchanges. It will invest in a portfolio of bonds of state-run companies and other 

government entities. It will track an underlying index on risk replication basis, 

matching credit quality and average maturity of the index. 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Commonwealth of Nations 

1. It operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member states. 

2. Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the Commonwealth. 

3. All the former territories of the British Empire are members of the 

Commonwealth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Commonwealth 

• The Maldives re-joined the Commonwealth, more than three years after the 

Indian Ocean island nation quit amid mounting criticism of its human rights. 

• In 2016, the Maldives pulled out of the Commonwealth. 

• Maldives has been formally reinstated into the Commonwealth as its 54th 

member state. 

About Commonwealth of Nations: 

• The Commonwealth of Nations, at one time known as British Commonwealth, is 

an organisation of fifty three states that were principally below the colonial rule 

of British Government. They came into existence with the proclamation of 

sovereignty of the state from the colonial rule of British Empire and were later 

given self-governance. 

• It proclaims that the Commonwealth nations are “free and equal.” The insignia 

of this Commonwealth Association is Queen Elizabeth II who is considered the 

Supreme of the Commonwealth nations. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• The member states of the commonwealth are not legally liable or bound to each 

other. They are rather united by language, history, culture, likeness of the 

democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

• Their values are listed down within the Commonwealth Charter and the hands 

of harmony towards the member states are extended by the Commonwealth 

Games held every four years. 

• Former British mandates that did not become members of the Commonwealth 

are Egypt, Transjordan, Iraq, British Palestine, Sudan, British Somaliland, 

Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. 

Key facts: 

• Former name — British Commonwealth. 

• Composition: intergovernmental organisation of 53 member states that are 

mostly former territories of the British Empire. 

• It operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member states. 

• Established in 1949 by the London Declaration. 

• Structure: Head of the Commonwealth — Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the 

Commonwealth. The position is symbolic. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding the National Defence Fund: 

1. The Fund is used for the welfare of the members of the Armed Forces 

excluding Para Military Forces and their dependents. 

2. The Fund is administered by an Executive Committee, with Defence 

Minister as Chairperson 

3. Accounts of the Fund are kept with the Reserve Bank of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

The National Defence Fund was set up to take charge of voluntary donations in 

cash and kind received for promotion of the national defence effort, and to decide on 

their utilisation. The Fund is used for the welfare of the members of the Armed 

Forces (including Para Military Forces) and their dependents. The Fund is 

administered by an Executive Committee, with PM as Chairperson, and Defence, 

Finance and Home Ministers as Members. Finance Minister is the Treasurer of the 
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Fund and the Joint Secretary, PMO dealing with the subject is Secretary of the 

Executive Committee. Accounts of the Fund are kept with the Reserve Bank of 

India. The fund is entirely dependent on voluntary contributions from the public and 

does not get any budgetary support. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Open Skies treaty 

1. The treaty allows member countries to conduct unarmed surveillance 

flights over one another’s territories. 

2. India is a member of this treaty. 

3. It allows all signatories to request copies of all images taken during 

overflights carried out by others. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

What is the Open Skies treaty? 

• The Trump administration is expected to pull out of the “Open Skies” treaty. 

What is the “Open Skies” treaty? 

• The treaty allows 34 countries to conduct unarmed surveillance flights over one 

another’s territories — including the US and Russia. It was signed in 1992 and 

went into effect in 2002. 

• India is not a member of this treaty. 

• Kyrgyzstan has signed, but not ratified the treaty. 

Significance: 

• It was agreed just after the Cold War to allow signatories to avoid nasty surprises 

by monitoring rival militaries. 

• The treaty “was designed to enhance mutual understanding and confidence by 

giving all participants, regardless of size, a direct role in gathering information 

through aerial imaging on military forces and activities of concern to them.” 

Implementation of the treaty: 

• The treaty makes it possible to conduct joint unarmed observation flights over 

the territories and to take images using sensors of a predefined resolution. 
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• And it also allows all signatories to request copies of all images taken during 

overflights carried out by others. 

• Overflights are governed by quotas, negotiated annually and assigned to specific 

aircraft. The United States, for example, is allowed to operate Boeing OC-135 

planes with infrared scanners. 

• The country under surveillance is given 72 hours’ warning of a flight and 24 

hours’ notice of the route, to which it can suggest modifications. 

• The treaty lays down which air bases can be used for the flights and at which 

points they can cross into each other’s air space. Russia and the U.S. have four 

such bases each. 

• A committee to oversee the implementation of the treaty meets in Vienna every 

month at the headquarters of the Organisation of Security and Cooperation 

(OSCE) in Europe. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding the Conference on Interaction and 

Confidence-Building Measures in Asia: 

1. It is an inter-governmental forum for enhancing cooperation towards 

promoting peace, security and stability in Asia 

2. United Nations is its observer organization. 

3. India is a member of the organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia 

(CICA) is an inter-governmental forum for enhancing cooperation towards 

promoting peace, security and stability in Asia. It is a forum based on the 

recognition that there is close link between peace, security and stability in Asia 

and in the rest of the world. The key idea of the Conference is based on the 

priority of the indivisibility of security, joint initiative and mutually beneficial 

interaction of small and large states. 

• The idea of convening the CICA was first proposed by Kazakhstan President 

Nursultan Nazarbayev on 5 October 1992, at the 47th Session of the United 

Nations General Assembly. 
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Observer Organizations: 

• International Organization for Migration 

• League of Arab States 

• Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

• Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries 

• United Nations 

 

18. Among the following states, which one has the most suitable climatic conditions 

for the cultivation of a large variety of orchids with minimum cost of production, 

and can develop an export oriented industry in this field? 

 (a) Andhra Pradesh. 

 (b) Arunachal Pradesh. 

 (c) Madhya Pradesh. 

 (d) Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Solution: B 

 

• When the Botanical Survey of India published the first comprehensive orchid 

census of the country last year, Arunachal Pradesh emerged as its top 
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contributor. It was no surprise because nearly half (612 out of 1256) of India’s 

orchid species can be found in the Northeastern state — and there is a strong 

possibility that there could be many, many more. 

• In fact, just this month, there is confirmation of two new species of orchids 

(Thrixspermum japonicum and Gastrochilus platycalcaratus) from the state’s 

Ziro Valley. Reason enough for the state to realise that it is not only important 

to document its diverse orchid population but to understand and assess the 

threats that it faces. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/arunachal-pradesh/in-a-first-

arunachal-pradesh-to-red-list-its-orchids-for-protection-6221893/  

 

19. The proposed Mekedatu dam project will be built across: 

 (a) Godavari River 

 (b) Cauvery River 

 (c) Krishna River 

 (d) Mandovi River 

 

Solution: B 

 

About Mekedatu dam project: 

• Being set up by the Karnataka government, the project is near Mekedatu, in 

Ramanagaram district, across the river Cauvery from Tamil Nadu. Its primary 

objective is to supply drinking water to Bengaluru and recharge the groundwater 

table in the region. 

 

20. Consider the following statements 

1. Right to education. 

2. Right to equal access to public service. 

3. Right to food. 

Which of the above is/are human right/human rights under “universal 

declaration of human rights’’? 

 (a) 1 only. 

 (b) 1 and 2 only. 

 (c) 3 only. 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: D 

 

All the above rights are mentioned in Universal declaration of Human rights. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document in 

the history of human rights. Drafted by representatives with different legal and 

cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world, the Declaration was proclaimed 

by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 (General 

Assembly resolution 217 A) as a common standard of achievements for all peoples 

and all nations. It sets out, for the first time, fundamental human rights to be 

universally protected and it has been translated into over 500 languages. 

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding the Instrument in Support of Trade 

Exchanges (INSTEX) 

1. It was established by India and China to facilitate trade with Iran. 

2. Its mission is to facilitate non-USD and non-SWIFT transactions with Iran 

to avoid breaking U.S. sanctions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

The EU-Iran Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) was born as 

the brainchild of France, Germany and the UK in January 2019 as a special 

purpose vehicle to help EU companies do business with Iran and facilitate non-USD 

and non-SWIFT transactions to avoid breaking US sanctions against the country. 

Recently, INSTEX has successfully concluded its first transaction to facilitate the 

export of medical goods from Europe to the pandemic-hit country. 

 

22. Which of the following funds is/are being managed by National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund? 

1. Master Fund 

2. Fund of Funds 

3. Strategic Fund 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Canada’s largest pension fund Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB) 

has agreed to invest about $600 million in National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) through the NIIF Master Fund. 

• With CPPIB’s investment, NIIF Master Fund now has $2.1 billion in commitments 

and has achieved its initially targeted fund size. 

About NIIF: 

• The government had set up the ₹40,000 crore NIIF in 2015 as an investment 

vehicle for funding commercially viable greenfield, brownfield and stalled 

infrastructure projects. 

• The Indian government is investing 49% and the rest of the corpus is to be raised 

from third-party investors such as sovereign wealth funds, insurance and 

pension funds, endowments, etc. 

• NIIF’s mandate includes investing in areas such as energy, transportation, 

housing, water, waste management and other infrastructure-related sectors 

in India. 

• NIIF currently manages three funds each with its distinctive investment 

mandate. The funds are registered as Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) with 

the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

The three funds are: 

1. Master Fund: Is an infrastructure fund with the objective of primarily investing 

in operating assets in the core infrastructure sectors such as roads, ports, 

airports, power etc. 

2. Fund of Funds: Managed by fund managers who have good track records in 

infrastructure and associated sectors in India. Some of the sectors of focus 

include Green Infrastructure, Mid-Income & Affordable Housing, Infrastructure 

services and allied sectors. 

3. Strategic Investment Fund: Is registered as an Alternative Investment Fund II 

under SEBI in India. The objective is to invest largely in equity and equity-linked 

instruments. It will focus on green field and brown field investments in the core 

infrastructure sectors. 
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23. Global Wage Report, sometime seen in the news is published by 

 (a) World Bank 

 (b) ILO 

 (c) IMF 

 (d) United Nations 

 

Solution: B 

 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) has released Global Wage Report 

2018-19. As per the report, women are paid the most unequally in India, compared 

to men, when it comes to hourly wages for labour. On average, women are paid 34% 

less than men. 

Highlights of the report: 

• The gender wage gap has remained unchanged at 20% from 2016 to 2017. 

• In advanced economies (G20), real wage growth declined from 0.9 per cent in 

2016 to 0.4 per cent in 2017, meaning near stagnation. By contrast, in emerging 

economies and developing G20 countries, real wage growth dipped marginally 

from 4.9 per cent in 2016 and 4.3 per cent in 2017. 

• Inequality is higher in monthly wages, with a gap of 22 per cent. 

• Overall, real wages grew just 1.8 per cent globally (136 countries) in 2017. 

• In most countries, women and men differ significantly in respect of working time 

– specifically, that part-time work is more prevalent among women than among 

men. 

 

24. Which of the following state has highest population density in India? 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh 

 (b) Bihar 

 (c) Kerala 

 (d) Maharashtra 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://niti.gov.in/niti/content/population-density-sq-km  

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://niti.gov.in/niti/content/population-density-sq-km


 

www.insightsonindia.com  20 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

25. Which of the following organisations/agencies are headed by Prime Minister? 

1. Quality council of India 

2. National board of Wildlife 

3. Kendiya Hindi Samithi 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

The NBWL is chaired by the Prime Minister according to the WLPA. The NBWL has 

47 members including the chairperson. Among these, 19 members are ex-officio 

members. Every new government constitutes a new board, based on the provisions 

of the WLPA, with the new PM as the chair. 

The Kendriya Hindi Samiti was constituted in the Year 1967. It is chaired by the 

Prime Minister. It is the apex policy making body for the propagation and 

progressive use of Hindi as Official Language of the Union. 

 

DAY – 40  

 

26. State Energy Efficiency Preparedness Index is released by 

(a) Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) 

(b) International Energy Agency 

(c) World Energy Council 

(d) World Economic Forum 

 

Solution: A 

 

State Energy Efficiency Index 2019 has been released. 

The first such Index, the “State Energy Efficiency Preparedness Index 2018”, was 

launched on August 1, 2018. 
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About the index: 

• It tracks the progress of Energy Efficiency (EE) initiatives in 36 states and union 

territories based on 97 significant indicators. 

• For a rational comparison, the States or Union Territories are grouped into four 

groups based on the aggregated Total Primary Energy Supply (TPES) required 

to meet the state’s actual energy demand (electricity, coal, oil, gas, among others) 

across sectors. 

• The Index categorises states as ‘Front Runner’, ‘Achiever’, ‘Contender’ and 

‘Aspirant’ based on their efforts and achievements towards energy efficiency 

implementation. 

• There isn’t any ‘front runner’ state this year. 

• The index has developed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in 

association with the Alliance for an Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE). 

The objective behind releasing this Index is to help states in contributing towards 

national goals on energy security and climate action by: 

• Helping drive energy efficiency policies and program implementation at the state 

and local level. 

• Tracking progress in managing the states’ and India’s energy footprint. 

• Institutionalising data capture and monitoring of energy efficiency activities by 

states. 

Performance of various states: 

• Karnataka, HP, Haryana and Puducherry were the best performers. 

• Manipur, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Jammu and Kashmir were the least 

performers. 

 

27. Which of the following are Parameters used under National Institutional 

Ranking Framework (NIRF)? 

1. Research and Professional Practices. 

2. Graduation Outcomes. 

3. Outreach and Inclusivity. 

4. Peer Perception. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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Solution: D 

 

NIRF Ranking 2020 released 

• The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) has been accepted by 

the MHRD and launched on 29th September 2015.  It is used for ranking 

institutions of higher education in different categories and domains of 

knowledge. 

Parameters used for ranking institutions: 

1. Teaching, Learning and Resources. 

2. Research and Professional Practices. 

3. Graduation Outcomes. 

4. Outreach and Inclusivity. 

5. Peer Perception. 

Why is NIRF used? 

• It encourages institutes to compete against each other and simultaneously work 

towards their growth. 

• These rankings also attract foreign students, providing a solid base for the ‘Study 

in India’ programme for the growth of higher education in India. 

• It is also one of the criteria for private institutions assessment for the Institutions 

of Eminence (IoE) Scheme. 

What changes have been made in this edition? 

• This is the fifth consecutive edition of these rankings. 

• This year ‘Dental’ category has been introduced for the first time bringing the 

total tally to 10 categories/subject domains. 

Why Indian institutions do not fare well in International rankings like QS World 

university rankings? 

• In international rankings, Indian institutions struggle on the 

“internationalisation” parameter in global rankings. It is due to the high 

weightage given to the perception which is a subjective parameter. 

• Whereas, in NIRF, 90% of the parameters are completely objective and fact-

based, while only 10% is based on the subjective parameter of perception by 

academic peers and employers. 

 

28. Consider the following statements regarding Warehousing Development and 

Regulatory Authority (WDRA) 

1. It is a Statutory Authority under the Department of Food and Public 

Distribution. 
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2. It was established for the development and regulation of warehouses and 

negotiability of warehouse receipts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) was 

constituted on 26.10.2010 under the Warehousing (Development and Regulation) 

Act, 2007 vide Government of India Gazette Notification dated 26th October 2010. 

The Act provides for the establishment of the WDRA to exercise the powers conferred 

on it and to perform the functions assigned to it under the Act, Rules and Regulations 

for the development and regulation of warehouses, negotiability of warehouse 

receipts and promote orderly growth of the warehousing business in the country. 

The WDRA is a Statutory Authority under the Department of Food and Public 

Distribution, Government of India. The Authority has its Headquarters in New 

Delhi. 

 

29. India Innovation Index is released by 

(a) Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 

(b) Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

(c) World Intellectual Property Organization 

(d) NITI Aayog 

 

Solution: D 

 

• NITI Aayog with Institute for Competitiveness as the knowledge partner has 

released the India Innovation Index (III) 2019. 

Key findings: 

• Karnataka is the most innovative major state in India. 

• Others in top 10: Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Haryana, Kerala, Uttar 

Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, and Andhra Pradesh. 

• The top ten major states are majorly concentrated in southern and western India. 
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• Sikkim and Delhi take the top spots among the north- eastern & hill states, and 

union territories/city states/small states respectively. 

• Delhi, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh are 

the most efficient states in translating inputs into output. 

About the index: 

The index attempts to create an extensive framework for the continual evaluation of 

the innovation environment of 29 states and seven union territories in India and 

intends to perform the following three functions: 

• Ranking of states and UTs based on their index scores. 

• Recognizing opportunities and challenges. 

• Assisting in tailoring governmental policies to foster innovation. 

 

30. Consider the following statements: 

1. U.S.A has become the largest trading partner of India in 2019. 

2. India has consistently run trade surplus since 2014-15 with U.S.A. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

With two top trading countries i.e. USA and United Arab Emirates, India has 

consistently run trade surplus since 2014-15. On the other hand, India has trade 

deficit continuously since 2014-15 with respect to other major trading partners i.e. 

China PRP, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Germany, Korea RP, Indonesia and Switzerland. 

India had trade surplus with Hong Kong and Singapore till 2017-18, before it 

changed to trade deficit in 2018-19. 

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding Law commission of India 

1. It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of India. 

2. A retired Chief Justice of India will be the head the Commission. 

3. Prior to independence, the First Law Commission was established in 1834 

under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  25 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Law commission of India 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of the 22nd Law Commission, 

which advises the government on complex legal issues. 

• The term of the previous law panel had ended in August last year. 

• With the cabinet approval, the law ministry will now notify the new panel, which 

will have a term of three years. 

Composition: 

• Apart from having a full-time chairperson, the commission will have four full-

time members, including a member-secretary. 

• Law and Legislative Secretaries in the Law Ministry will be the ex-officio members 

of the commission. 

• It will also have not more than five part-time members. 

• A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court will head the 

Commission. 

Roles and functions: 

• The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central Government 

or suo motu, undertake research in law and review of existing laws in India for 

making reforms and enacting new legislation. 

• It shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice 

delivery systems for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy disposal of cases, 

reduction in cost of litigation, etc. 

About the law commission of India: 

• It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of India. 

• Originally formed in 1955, the commission is reconstituted every three years and 

so far, 277 reports have been submitted to the government. 

• The last Law Commission, under Justice B.S. Chauhan (retd.), had submitted 

reports and working papers on key issues such as simultaneous elections to the 

Lok Sabha and the Assemblies and a uniform civil code. 

• Prior to independence, the First Law Commission was established in 1834 by 

the British Government under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay. 
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32. Consider the following statements regarding National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Authority 

1. The NPPA currently fixes price of drugs on the National List of Essential 

Medicines. 

2. It is a statutory body under Drugs Prices Control act 1995. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

• The NPPA currently fixes price of drugs on the National List of Essential 

Medicines under schedule-I of DPCO. So far, around 1,000 drugs have been 

price-capped through this mode. 

• The trade margin rationalisation has been rolled out as proof of concept, 

stressing on the new paradigm of self-regulation by the industry. 

What is the “Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO)” ? 

• The Drugs Prices Control Order, 1995 is an order issued by the Government of 

India under Sec. 3 of Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to regulate the prices 

of drugs. 

• The Order interalia provides the list of price controlled drugs, procedures for 

fixation of prices of drugs, method of implementation of prices fixed by Govt., 

penalties for contravention of provisions etc. 

• For the purpose of implementing provisions of DPCO, powers of Govt. have been 

vested in NPPA. Later, the Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO) 2013 was 

notified. 

Why the DPCO is issued under Essential Commodities (EC) Act ? 

• Drugs are essential for health of the society. Drugs have been declared as 

Essential and accordingly put under the Essential Commodities Act. 

Are all the drugs marketed in the country under price control ? 

• No. The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) 2011 is adopted as the 

primary basis for determining essentiality, which constitutes the list of scheduled 

medicines for the purpose of price control. The DPCO 2013 contains 680 

scheduled drug formulations spread across 27 therapeutic groups. However, 

the prices of other drugs can be regulated, if warranted in public interest. 
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What is NPPA and its role ? 

• National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), was established on 29th 

August 1997 as an independent body of experts as per the decision taken by the 

Cabinet committee in September 1994 while reviewing Drug Policy. 

• The Authority, interalia, has been entrusted with the task of fixation/revision of 

prices of pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and formulations), enforcement 

of provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order and monitoring of the prices of 

controlled and decontrolled drugs in the country. 

 

33. Which among the following states does/do fall under sixth schedule of the 

Indian Constitution? 

1. Manipur 

2. Sikkim 

3. Meghalaya 

4. Assam 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Parts or the whole of four Northeastern States – Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram 

and Tripura – fall under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, which 

makes special provisions for “tribal areas”. 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding National Testing Agency 

1. NTA will be chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by Ministry of 

Education. 

2. NTA will be given a one-time grant of Rs.25 crore, thereafter, it will be 

financially self-sustainable. 

3. It is an autonomous to conduct entrance examinations for Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs) in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

National Testing Agency 

• In pursuance of the Budget Announcement 2017-18, the Union Cabinet, in 

November 2017, approved creation of the National Testing Agency (NTA) as an 

autonomous and self-sustained premier testing organization to conduct entrance 

examinations for Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in the country. 

Constitution: 

• NTA will be chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by MHRD (Ministry of 

Education). 

• The CEO will be the Director General to be appointed by the Government. 

• There will be a Board of Governors comprising members from user institutions. 

• The Director General will be assisted by 9 verticals headed by academicians/ 

experts. 

Finances: 

• NTA will be given a one-time grant of Rs.25 crore from the Government of India 

to start its operation in the first year. Thereafter, it will be financially self-

sustainable. 

 

35. Consider the following 

1. Hotels and restaurants 

2. Motor transport undertakings 

3. Newspaper establishments 

4. Private medical institutions 

The employees of which of the above can have the ‘Social Security’ coverage 

under “Employees’ State Insurance Scheme’? 

 (a) 1, 2 & 3 only 

 (b) 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 & 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 & 4 
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Solution: D 

 

All of them are covered under Employees’ State Insurance Scheme’ 

https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/employees-state-insurance-scheme  

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding Nehru Yuva Kendra 

Sangathan(NYKS) 

1. It was set up as an autonomous organization under the Ministry of 

Education. 

2. It channelizes the power of youth on the principles of voluntarism, self-help 

and community participation. 

3. Nehru Yuva Kendras were established with the objective of providing rural 

youth avenues to take part in the process of nation building. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Nehru Yuva Kendras were established in the year 1972 with the objective of 

providing rural youth avenues to take part in the process of nation building as well 

providing opportunities for the development of their personality and skills. 

In the year 1987-88, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) was set up as an 

autonomous organization under the Government of India, Ministry of Youth 

Affairs and Sports, to oversee working of these Kendras. NYKS is the largest 

grassroots level youth organization; one of its kind in the world. It channelizes the 

power of youth on the principles of voluntarism, self-help and community 

participation. 

Over the years, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan has established a network of youth 

clubs in villages, where Nehru Yuva Kendras have been set up. NYKS has targeted 

to identify areas of harnessing youth power for development by forming Youth Clubs, 

which are village level voluntary action groups of youth at the grassroots level to 

involve them in nation building activities. The core strength of NYKS lies in its 

network of youth clubs. Youth Clubs are village based organizations working for 

community development and youth empowerment. 
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The basic objective for creation of youth clubs is to render community support 

through developmental initiatives involving activities with particular focus on youth 

empowerment. The implementation of programmes and activities of youth clubs is 

based on local needs and requirements by mobilizing resources from various 

government departments and other agencies, which include both national, State level 

and multilateral institutions. The youth clubs and its member volunteers form the 

base of the NYKS’s vast national rural network. 

 

37. Consider the following statements regarding the Advertising Standards Council 

of India 

1. It is a self-regulatory organization which was established for the regulation 

of the Advertising industry. 

2. ASCI is registered as a ‘Not-for-Profit Company’ under the Indian 

Companies Act of 1956. 

3. The organization has a Board of Governors headed by Minister of 

Information and Broadcasting. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Advertising Standards Council of India 

• The Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) is a self-regulatory 

organisation which was established in the year 1985 for the regulation of the 

Advertising industry and to safeguard the interests of the consumers. The ASCI 

was the formed with the concerted efforts of the four main sectors of the 

advertising industry viz. Advertisers, Advertising Agencies, the Media (which 

includes the Broadcasters and the Press) and other associated organisations 

such as PR Agencies, Market Research Companies etc. The ASCI is registered as 

a ‘Not-for-Profit Company’ under Section 25 of the Indian Companies Act of 

1956. 

• The organization has a Board of Governors which consists of 16 members who 

represent Advertisers, Agencies, Media and other individual firms. It also has a 

Consumer Complaints Council (CCC), which has 21 members out of which 12 

members are eminent personalities from various fields such as Engineering, 

Legal, Medical, Human Resource and Consumer Interest Groups and the rest 9 

members are from the Advertising industry. 
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38. Which of the following Indian state has longest coastline? 

 (a) West Bengal 

 (b) Andhra Pradesh 

 (c) Kerala 

 (d) Gujarat 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Gujarat shares longest (mainland) coastline in India. The entire length of 

India’s coastline is 7516.6 kilometres. The length of Gujarat coastline is 1214.7 

kilometres 

 

39. Consider the following statements regarding Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) 

1. It is an autonomous body under Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change. 

2. BNHS is the partner of BirdLife International in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) 

• The Bombay Natural History Society, founded on 15 September 1883, is one of 

the largest non-governmental organisations in India engaged in conservation and 

biodiversity research. 

• BNHS is the partner of BirdLife International in India. It has been designated as 

a ‘Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’ by the Department of Science 

and Technology. 

Logo: The BNHS logo is the great hornbill. 

• Internet of Birds: IT consultancy firm Accenture and the Bombay Natural 

History Society have developed Internet of Birds platform that identifies bird 

species found in India using Artificial Intelligence technology, including 
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machine learning and computer vision, from digital photos that are uploaded 

by the public. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding SnowEx 

1. It is being jointly launched by European Space Agency and NASA 

2. It aims to address the most important gaps in our snow remote sensing 

knowledge. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

NASA has launched a SnowEx seasonal campaign, it focuses on airborne 

campaigns and field work, and on comparing the various sensing technologies, from 

the mature to the more experimental, in globally-representative types of snow. 

It aims to address the most important gaps in snow remote sensing knowledge and 

thus lay the groundwork for a future snow satellite mission. It is a five year 

program. 

 

41. Consider the following statements regarding Border Roads Organization (BRO) 

1. It functions under the control of the Ministry of Defence. 

2. Currently, the organization maintains operations neighboring countries 

such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. 

3. Engineering Service and personnel from the General Reserve Engineer 

Force (GREF) form the parent cadre of the Border Roads Organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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• Border Roads Organization (BRO) celebrated its Raising Day on 07 May 2019. 

About BRO: 

• Functioning under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 2015, the BRO 

is engaged in road construction to provide connectivity to difficult and 

inaccessible regions in the border areas of the country. 

• It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army’s Corps of 

Engineers, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Army Service Corps, Military 

Police and army personnel on extra regimental employment. 

• Engineering Service and personnel from the General Reserve Engineer Force 

(GREF) form the parent cadre of the Border Roads Organization. 

• Currently, the organisation maintains operations in twenty-one states, one UT 

(Andaman and Nicobar Islands), and neighbouring countries such as 

Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. 

• The BRO operates and maintains over 32,885 kilometres of roads and about 

12,200 meters of permanent bridges in the country. 

Significance of BRO: 

• The Border Roads Organization has played a very important role in both 

maintenance of security and in the development of border areas. Most of the 

development in the North Eastern states of India can be attributed to the 

relentless work done by the BRO. Socio economic development in the most 

inaccessible nooks and corners of our country are a result of the infrastructural 

work undertaken by the BRO. 

• Apart from its work in India, the BRO has undertaken work in numerous 

countries thus having contributed immensely towards maintaining friendly and 

diplomatic relations. The highly-skilled BRO personnel undertook and 

successfully completed construction of the Delaram-Zaranj Highway in 

Afghanistan in 2008. The Farkhor and Ayni air bases of Tajikistan were also 

restored and repaired by the BRO. 

• The BRO works in close association with the Indian Army in cases of natural 

disasters. It is the brave men of the BRO who were responsible for much of the 

reconstruction work undertaken as a result of the 2004 Tsunami in Tamil Nadu, 

the 2010 Ladakh flash floods and even during the 2014 Jammu and Kashmir 

Floods. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding the Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI) 

1. The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam 

Committee. 

2. It is a statutory body established under Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

The CBI is the main investigating agency of the Central Government. 

The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam Committee on 

Prevention of Corruption (1962-1964). It is not a statutory body. 

It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. 

The Central Bureau of Investigation traces its origin to the Special Police 

Establishment (SPE) which was set up in 1941 by the Government of India. The 

functions of the SPE then were to investigate cases of bribery and corruption in 

transactions with the War & Supply Deptt. Of India during World War II. 

Superintendence of the S.P.E. was vested with the War Department. Even after the 

end of the War, the need for a Central Government agency to investigate cases of 

bribery and corruption by Central Government employees was felt. The Delhi Special 

Police Establishment Act was therefore brought into force in 1946. This Act 

transferred the superintendence of the SPE to the Home Department and its 

functions were enlarged to cover all departments of the Govt. of India. The 

jurisdiction of the SPE extended to all the Union Territories and could be extended 

also to the States with the consent of the State Government concerned. 

The DSPE acquired its popular current name, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 

through a Home Ministry resolution dated 1.4.1963. Initially the offences that were 

notified by the Central Government related only to corruption by Central Govt. 

servants. In due course, with the setting up of a large number of public sector 

undertakings, the employees of these undertakings were also brought under CBI 

purview. Similarly, with the nationalisation of the banks in 1969, the Public Sector 

Banks and their employees also came within the ambit of the CBI. 

 

43. The Project ‘NETRA’ has been launched by 

(a) Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 

(b) Indian Space Research Organization 

(c) NITI Aayog 

(d) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

 

Solution: B 

 

Indian Space Research Organization has inked a pact with Indian Institute of 

Astrophysics (IIA) to pave the way for collaboration in establishing optical 
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telescope facilities under Project ‘NETRA’ for tracking space objects. Under the 

project, the ISRO plans to put up many observational facilities: connected radars, 

telescopes; data processing units and a control centre. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR): 

1. It reports to the Department of Agricultural Research and Education, 

Ministry of Agriculture. 

2. The Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous body 

responsible for coordinating agricultural education and research in India. It reports 

to the Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

The Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president. 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding the Antarctic Oscillation 

1. It is a low-frequency mode of atmospheric variability of the southern 

hemisphere. 

2. It is a belt of westerly winds or low pressure surrounding Antarctica 

Which of the given statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only. 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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Antarctic Oscillation: 

• The Antarctic oscillation (AAO) is a low-frequency mode of atmospheric 

variability of the southern hemisphere. 

• It is also known as the Southern Annular Mode (SAM). 

• It is defined as a belt of westerly winds or low pressure surrounding Antarctica 

which moves north or south as its mode of variability. 

• In its positive phase, the westerly wind belt that drives the Antarctic 

Circumpolar Current intensifies and contracts towards Antarctica, while its 

negative phase involves this belt moving towards the Equator. 

• Effects: Winds associated with the Southern Annular Mode cause oceanic 

upwelling of warm circumpolar deep water along the Antarctic continental shelf, 

which has been linked to ice shelf basal melt, representing a possible wind-driven 

mechanism that could destabilize large portions of the Antarctic Ice Sheet. 

 

46. Consider the statements regarding the Development and Welfare Board for De-

notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities: 

1. It was set up under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

2. It works under the aegis of Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval 

for constitution of Development and Welfare Board for Denotified, Nomadic and 

Semi-nomadic Communities (DNCs). 

• The Government in July 2014 had constituted National Commission for 

Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) for a period of three 

years to prepare a State-wise list of castes belonging to Denotified and Nomadic 

Tribes and to suggest appropriate measures in respect of Denotified and Nomadic 

Tribes that may be undertaken by the Central Government or the State 

Government. 

• The Commission recommended for the setting of up a Permanent Commission 

for these communities. Since most of the DNTs are covered in SC, ST or OBC, 

constitution of a Permanent Commission will not be very effective in 

implementing development programmes, rather it will look at grievance redressal 
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and will therefore be in conflict with mandate of existing commissions for SCs 

(National Commission for Scheduled Castes)., STs (National Commission for 

Scheduled Tribes) and OBCs (National Commission for Backward Classes). The 

Government has therefore decided to set up a Development and Welfare Board 

under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 under the aegis of Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment for the purpose of implementing development and 

welfare programmes for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Communities. 

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding the Building Materials & 

Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC): 

1. It is an autonomous body under the aegis of the Ministry of Housing & 

Urban Affairs. 

2. It is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Building Materials & Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC) is an 

autonomous body under the aegis of the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs. 

• It is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 and is primary task 

is the mainstreaming of new construction technologies. 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding Eat Right Movement 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

2. The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% 

in three years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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• It was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

Western Railway’s Mumbai Central Terminus has become India’s first Eat Right 

Station. 

• The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three 

years. It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-

being by making the right food choices. 

 

49. Cabinet committee on Security is chaired by: 

(a) Home Minister 

(b) Defence Minister 

(c) Prime Minister 

(d) National Security Advisor (NSA) 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) of the Central Government of India 

discusses, debates and is the final decision-making body on senior appointments in 

the national security apparatus, defence policy and expenditure, and generally all 

matters of India’s national security. The CCS is chaired by the Prime Minister of 

India. The CCS consists of the following members: 

1. Prime Minister 

2. Minister of Home Affairs 

3. Minister of Defence 

4. Minister of External Affairs 

5. Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/news/cabinet-committee-on-security-

meet-to-focus-on-india-china-standoff/videoshow/77995301.cms  

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding International Court of Justice 

1. All members of the UN are parties to the statute of the ICJ 

2. Any non-governmental organizations, corporations or any other private 

entities are eligible to appear before the ICJ. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

International Court of Justice 

• The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the 

UN. Established in 1946 to replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, 

the ICJ mainly operates under the statute of its predecessor, which is included 

in the UN Charter. 

• It has two primary functions: to settle legal disputes submitted by States in 

accordance with established international laws, and to act as an advisory board 

on issues submitted to it by authorized international organizations. 

• All members of the UN are parties to the statute of the ICJ, and non-

members may also become parties. 

Members of the Court: 

• The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to nine-

year terms of office by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 

Council. These organs vote simultaneously but separately. In order to be elected, 

a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both bodies. In 

order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every 

three years. Judges are eligible for re-election. 

• Only countries are eligible to appear before the ICJ, not individuals, non-

governmental organisations, corporations or any other private entities. 

 

DAY – 41  

 

51. Consider the following statements regarding Right to Information (Amendment) 

Bill, 2019 

1. The Centre shall have the powers to set the salaries and service conditions 

of Information Commissioners at central as well as state levels. 

2. Under the bill, salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the state 

Chief Information Commissioner as “the same as that of an Election 

Commissioner”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: A 

 

• The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 that amends the Right to 

Information Act, 2005 has been introduced in Lok Sabha. 

• However, former information commissioners and RTI activists have come out 

strongly against the move by the central government to amend the RTI Act, 2005. 

 

Amendments include: 

• The Centre shall have the powers to set the salaries and service conditions 

of Information Commissioners at central as well as state levels. 

• Term of the central Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioners: appointment will be “for such term as may be prescribed by the 

Central Government”. 

• While the original Act prescribes salaries, allowances and other terms of service 

of the state Chief Information Commissioner as “the same as that of an Election 

Commissioner”, and the salaries and other terms of service of the State 

Information Commissioners as “the same as that of the Chief Secretary to the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  41 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

State Government”, the amendment proposes that these “shall be such as may 

be prescribed by the Central Government”. 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 

1. The act mandates 33% reservation for disadvantaged sections. 

2. The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 

years. 

3. It enforces Education as a Fundamental Right (Article 21-A). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Feature of Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 

• The RTE Act aims to provide primary education to all children aged 6 to 14 

years. 

• It enforces Education as a Fundamental Right (Article 21-A). 

• The act mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged sections of the society 

where disadvantaged groups include: 

(i) SCs and STs 

(ii) Socially Backward Class 

(iii) Differently abled 

• It also makes provisions for a non-admitted child to be admitted to an age 

appropriate class. 

• It also states that sharing of financial and other responsibilities between the 

Central and State Governments. 

• It lays down the norms and standards related to: 

(i) Pupil Teacher Ratios (PTRs) 

(ii) Buildings and infrastructure 

(iii) School-working days 

(iv) Teacher-working hours. 
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• It had a clause for “No Detention Policy” which has been removed under The 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

• It also provides for prohibition of deployment of teachers for non-educational 

work, other than decennial census, elections to local authority, state legislatures 

and parliament, and disaster relief. 

• It provides for the appointment of teachers with the requisite entry and academic 

qualifications. 

• It prohibits 

1) Physical punishment and mental harassment 

2) Screening procedures for admission of children 

3) Capitation fee 

4) Private tuition by teachers 

5) Running of schools without recognition 

RTE amendment Bill- Key features: 

• The Bill seeks to amend the Right to Education (RTE) Act to abolish the “no-

detention” policy in schools. Under the current provisions of the Act, no 

student can be detained up to class VIII. 

• As per the amendment, it would be left to the states to decide whether to 

continue the no-detention policy. 

• The bill provides for regular examination in classes V and VIII, and if a child 

fails, the amendment bill grants a provision to give her or him additional 

opportunity to take a re-examination within two months. Such children will 

be provided with two-month remedial teaching to perform better in the re-

examinations. If the students still do not pass the exam, the state government 

may decide to detain them. 

 

53. Consider the following pairs 

1. Nokrek Bio-sphere Reserve : Garo Hills 
2. Loktak Lake : Barail Range 
3. Namdapha National Park : Dafla Hills 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 
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Nokrek National Park, the core area of Nokrek Biosphere Reserve, is a national park 

located approximately 2 km from Tura Peak in West Garo Hills district of Meghalaya, 

India. UNESCO added this National park to its list of Biosphere Reserves in May 

2009. 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

1. Insolvency is a situation where individuals or companies are unable to 

repay their outstanding debt. 

2. Bankruptcy is a situation whereby a court of competent jurisdiction has 

declared a person or other entity insolvent, having passed appropriate 

orders to resolve it and protect the rights of the creditors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

• Insolvency is a situation where individuals or companies are unable to repay 

their outstanding debt. 

• Bankruptcy, on the other hand, is a situation whereby a court of competent 

jurisdiction has declared a person or other entity insolvent, having passed 

appropriate orders to resolve it and protect the rights of the creditors. It is a legal 

declaration of one’s inability to pay off debts. 

About the IBC: 

• The IBC was enacted in 2016, replacing a host of laws, with the aim to streamline 

and speed up the resolution process of failed businesses. 

• The Code also consolidates provisions of the current legislative framework to 

form a common forum for debtors and creditors of all classes to resolve 

insolvency. 

• The code stipulates that the resolution process of a stressed company will have 

to be completed in a maximum of 270 days. 

When does the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) apply? 

• In March this year, the government raised the threshold for invoking insolvency 

under the IBC to Rs 1 crore from Rs 1 lakh with a view to prevent triggering of 
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such proceedings against small and medium enterprises that are facing currently 

the heat of coronavirus pandemic. 

The Code creates various institutions to facilitate resolution of insolvency. These are 

as follows: 

1. Insolvency Professionals: A specialised cadre of licensed professionals is 

proposed to be created. These professionals will administer the resolution 

process, manage the assets of the debtor, and provide information for creditors 

to assist them in decision making. 

2. Insolvency Professional Agencies: The insolvency professionals will be 

registered with insolvency professional agencies. The agencies conduct 

examinations to certify the insolvency professionals and enforce a code of 

conduct for their performance. 

3. Information Utilities: Creditors will report financial information of the debt 

owed to them by the debtor. Such information will include records of debt, 

liabilities and defaults. 

4. Adjudicating authorities: The proceedings of the resolution process will be 

adjudicated by the National Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT), for companies; 

and the Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT), for individuals. The duties of the 

authorities will include approval to initiate the resolution process, appoint the 

insolvency professional, and approve the final decision of creditors. 

5. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board: The Board will regulate insolvency 

professionals, insolvency professional agencies and information utilities set up 

under the Code.  The Board will consist of representatives of Reserve Bank of 

India, and the Ministries of Finance, Corporate Affairs and Law. 

 

55. Contour bunding is a method of soil conservation used in 

(a) desert margins, liable to strong wind action 

(b) farming practice of plowing and/or planting across a slope following its 

elevation contour lines. 

(c) scrublands, liable to spread of weed growth 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

Contour bunding or contour farming or Contour ploughing is the farming practice 

of plowing and/or planting across a slope following its elevation contour lines. 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Essential Commodities Act 

1. The list of items under the Act include drugs, fertilizers, pulses and edible 

oils, and petroleum and petroleum products. 
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2. The government can fix the maximum retail price (MRP) of any packaged 

product that it declares an “essential commodity”. 

3. The state government can include new commodities as and when the need 

arises. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

What is Essential Commodities Act? 

• Govt brings masks and hand sanitizers under the Essential Commodities 

Act. Under the EC Act, powers of the Central Government have already been 

delegated to the States by way of orders during 1972 to 1978.  The States/UTs, 

therefore may take action against the offenders. 

Background: 

• The coronavirus pandemic has triggered panic buying of masks and hand 

sanitisers at many places around the world, including in India. 

• The government’s order has come in the wake of reports of a shortage of these 

commodities and a sudden and sharp spike in their prices, and the alleged 

hoarding of stocks by manufacturers. 

What is Essential Commodities Act? 

• The ECA was enacted way back in 1955. 

• It has since been used by the Government to regulate the production, supply and 

distribution of a whole host of commodities it declares ‘essential’ in order to make 

them available to consumers at fair prices. 

• The list of items under the Act include drugs, fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, 

and petroleum and petroleum products. 

• The Centre can include new commodities as and when the need arises, and 

take them off the list once the situation improves. 

• Under the Act, the government can also fix the maximum retail price (MRP) 

of any packaged product that it declares an “essential commodity”. 

How it works? 

• If the Centre finds that a certain commodity is in short supply and its price is 

spiking, it can notify stock-holding limits on it for a specified period. 
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• The States act on this notification to specify limits and take steps to ensure that 

these are adhered to. 

• Anybody trading or dealing in a commodity , be it wholesalers, retailers or even 

importers are prevented from stockpiling it beyond a certain quantity. 

• A State can, however, choose not to impose any restrictions. But once it 

does, traders have to immediately sell into the market any stocks held beyond 

the mandated quantity. 

 

57. Consider the following statements regarding Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 

1. It was introduced by colonial government to tackle the epidemic of bubonic 

plague. 

2. It empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and 

formulate regulations for containing the outbreak. 

3. It gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 

• The Centre has asked states and Union Territories to invoke provisions of 

Section 2 of Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, so that Health Ministry advisories 

are enforceable. 

What is Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897? 

• It is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of diseases 

such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. 

• It was introduced by colonial government to tackle the epidemic of bubonic 

plague that had spread in the erstwhile Bombay Presidency in the 1890s. 

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act: 

• It empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and formulate 

regulations for containing the outbreak. 

• It also empowers state to prescribe such temporary regulations to be observed 

by the public or by any person or class of persons as it shall deem necessary to 

prevent the outbreak of such disease or the spread thereof. 
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• The state may determine in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred 

(including compensation if any) shall be defrayed. 

• The State Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the 

inspection of persons travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in 

hospital, temporary accommodation or otherwise, of persons suspected by the 

inspecting officer of being infected with any such disease. 

• It also provides penalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the 

Act. These are according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience 

to order duly promulgated by public servant). 

• It also gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 

 

58. Which of the following is the essential objective of Swadhar Greh scheme? 

(a) Rehabilitation of women in difficult circumstances. 

(b) Financial assistance to women to open new enterprises 

(c) Promotion of exports through self-help groups 

(d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development is implementing the Swadhar 

Greh Scheme for rehabilitation of women in difficult circumstances.  The scheme 

covers women who are deserted and without any social and economic support, 

women victims of domestic violence, family tension and natural disaster. 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1578360  

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill 

2020 

1. Companies will be allowed to carry on coal mining operation for own 

consumption, sale or for any other purposes. 

2. The Bill provides that the various approvals, licenses, and clearances given 

to the previous lessee will be extended to the successful bidder. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill 2020 

• The Bill amends the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 

1957 (MMDR Act) and the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 (CMSP 

Act). 

Under the Bill: 

• Allocation of coal/lignite blocks for composite prospecting licence cum 

mining lease has been provided. 

• Requirement of previous approval in cases where allocation of blocks was made 

by Central Govt has been dispensed with. 

• Removal of restriction on end-use of coal: Companies will be allowed to carry 

on coal mining operation for own consumption, sale or for any other purposes, 

as may be specified by the central government. 

• Transfer of statutory clearances to new bidders: The Bill provides that the 

various approvals, licenses, and clearances given to the previous lessee will be 

extended to the successful bidder for a period of two years. During this period, 

the new lessee will be allowed to continue mining operations. 

• Advance action for auction: Under the MMDR Act, mining leases for specified 

minerals (minerals other than coal, lignite, and atomic minerals) are auctioned 

on the expiry of the lease period.  The Bill provides that state governments can 

take advance action for auction of a mining lease before its expiry. 

Significance: 

• This will speed up the process of implementation of projects, ease of doing 

business, simplification of procedure and benefit all the parties in areas where 

minerals are located. 

 

60. Aspirational District programme is an initiative of 

(a) Ministry of Rural Development 

(b) Ministry of Urban Development 

(c) Ministry of Social Justice 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: D 

 

Aspirational Districts’ Programme 

• Aspirational Districts are those districts in India, that are affected by poor socio-

economic indicators. These are aspirational in the context, that improvement in 
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these districts can lead to the overall improvement in human development in 

India. 

• The 115 districts were identified from 28 states, at least one from each state. 

• At the Government of India level, the programme is anchored by NITI Aayog. In 

addition, individual Ministries have assumed responsibility to drive the progress 

of districts. 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(Amendment) Bill, 2020 

1. It seeks to extend the upper limit for permitting abortions from 20 weeks to 

24 under special circumstances. 

2. The Bill proposes requirement of opinion of one registered medical 

practitioner (RMP) for termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks. 

3. Every state government is required to constitute a Medical Board. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020, which seeks 

to amend the MTP Act, 1971, was passed in Lok Sabha recently. 

Key changes: 

• It seeks to extend the upper limit for permitting abortions from 20 weeks to 

24 under special circumstances. 

• The “special categories of women” include rape survivors, victims of incest, 

the differently abled and minors. 

• The Bill proposes requirement of opinion of one registered medical 

practitioner (RMP) for termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation. 

• It also provides for the requirement of opinion of two RMPs for termination of 

pregnancy of 20 to 24 weeks. 

• Constitution of a Medical Board: Every state government is required to 

constitute a Medical Board. These Medical Boards will consist of the following 

members: (i) a gynaecologist, (ii) a paediatrician, (iii) a radiologist or sonologist, 

and (iv) any other number of members, as may be notified by the state 

government. 
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• Under the Bill, if any pregnancy occurs as a result of failure of any device or 

method used by a woman or her partner to limit the number of children, such 

an unwanted pregnancy may constitute a grave injury to the mental health 

of the pregnant woman. 

 

62. Consider the following statements regarding Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Act, 2016 

1. It increases the number of recognized disabilities to 7. 

2. Now individuals with at least 60% of a disability are entitled to benefits such 

as reservations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 

• The new law, when enacted, will repeal the old Disability Act, 1995, and usher 

the Indian disability movement into a new age, where disability itself will be 

defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept. 

• It increases the number of recognised disabilities from 7 to 21. With this, the 

official count will obviously also rise and as per conservative estimates, that 

figure could be as high as 70-100 million. 

• It lays down provisions to allow the central government to notify any other 

condition as a disability. Now individuals with at least 40% of a disability are 

also entitled to benefits such as reservations in education and employment, 

preference in government schemes and others. 

• The bill sets the government a two-year deadline to ensure persons with 

disability get barrier-free access in all kinds of physical infrastructure and 

transport systems. 

• It recognises the need for reservation for them in promotion and makes special 

mention of the rights of disabled women and children. It defines many terms 

vague in previous versions, including what constitutes discrimination. 

• A penalty will also be slapped for violating the rules of the Act. The 1995 Act did 

not have any such penal provision. However, 2014 Bill had made violation of any 

provision of the Act punishable with a jail term of up to 6 months, and/or a fine 

of Rs 10,000. 
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63. Garibi hatao slogan was introduced in which of the following Five Year Plan? 

 (a) Fourth 

 (b) Fifth 

 (c) Second 

 (d) First 

 

Solution: B 

 

Garibi Hatao (“Remove poverty”) was the theme and slogan of Indira Gandhi’s 1971 

election campaign. The slogan and the proposed anti-poverty programs that came 

with it were designed to give Gandhi an independent national support, based on rural 

and urban poor, which would allow her to by-pass the dominant rural castes both 

in and out of state and local government. 

The programs created through garibi hatao, though carried out locally, were funded, 

developed, supervised, and staffed by Government officials in New Delhi and 

Congress Party officials. It was part of the 5th Five-Year Plan. 

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding Transgender Persons (Protection 

of Rights) Act, 2019 

1. It states that a person will be recognized as transgender on the basis of Self 

Identification. 

2. The Act aims to stop discrimination against a transgender person. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 

• The Bill was passed by Parliament in November 2019. 

Impact: 

• This will benefit a large number of transgender persons, mitigate the stigma, 

discrimination and abuse against this marginalized section and bring them into 
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the mainstream of society. This will lead to inclusiveness and will make the 

transgender persons productive members of the society. 

New definition: 

• According to the new definition, a transgender person is somebody “whose 

gender does not match the gender assigned to that person at birth and 

includes trans-men or trans-women, persons with intersex variations, gender-

queers, and persons having socio-cultural identities such as kinnar, hijras, 

aravani, and jogta”. 

Highlights of the Bill: 

• The Act aims to stop discrimination against a transgender person in various 

sectors such as education, employment, and healthcare. It also directs the 

central and state governments to provide welfare schemes for them. 

• It states that a person will be recognized as transgender on the basis of a 

certificate of identity issued by the District Magistrate. This certificate will be 

a proof of identity as transgender and confer rights under this Bill. 

• Going by the Act, a person would have the right to choose to be identified as 

a man, woman or transgender, irrespective of sex reassignment surgery and 

hormonal therapy. 

• It also requires transgender persons to go through a district magistrate and 

“district screening committee” to get certified as a transperson. 

• Composition: The committee would comprise a medical officer, a psychologist 

or psychiatrist, a district welfare officer, a government official, and a transgender 

person. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Cabinet Secretary 

1. He functions directly under the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 

2. He is appointed with the approval of the Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Cabinet Secretary 

• A cabinet secretary is appointed for a fixed tenure of two years. 

• According to All India Services (Death-Cum-Retirement-Benefits) Rules, 

1958, the government can give extension in service to a cabinet secretary 

provided the total tenure does not exceed four years. 

• As per the modified rules, the central government may give an extension in 

service for a further period not exceeding three months, beyond the period of 

four years to a cabinet secretary. 

• All senior level appointments (including Cabinet Secretary) are done with the 

approval of the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. 

Role of the cabinet secretary: 

• The cabinet secretariat is under the direct charge of the prime minister. 

• The administrative head of the secretariat is the cabinet secretary who is also 

the exofficio chairman of the civil services board. 

• It functions directly under the Prime Minister. 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas 

Karyakram (PMJVK) 

1. Multi-sectoral Development Programme (MsDP) has been renamed as 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) 

2. It was launched in identified Minority Concentration Districts (MCDs) 

having at least 50% minority population. 

3. MsDP has been identified as one of the Core of the Core Schemes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) 

• Multi-sectoral Development Programme (MsDP) was launched in the year 

2008-09 in 90 identified Minority Concentration Districts (MCDs) having at 

least 25% minority population and below national average with respect to 

one or both of the backwardness parameters with the objective of developing 

assets for socio-economic and basic amenities. 
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• MsDP has been identified as one of the Core of the Core Schemes under 

National Development Agenda in the Report of the Sub-Group of Chief 

Ministers on Rationalization of Centrally Sponsored Schemes, which was 

constituted by NITI Aayog. 

• MsDP has been designed primarily to address the developmental gaps/deficits 

in identified backward minority concentration areas by topping up of existing 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes of various Central ministries/departments 

without any change in the norms, guidelines and the funding pattern. 

About PMJVK: 

• The Programme aims to address development deficits in the identified minority 

concentration areas. The identification of minority concentration areas has been 

done on the basis of presence of substantial population of notified Minority 

Communities based on Census, 2011. 

• The restructured programme would provide better socio economic infrastructure 

facilities to the minority communities particularly in the field of education, health 

& skill development as compared to the present situation, which would further 

lead to lessening of the gap between the national average and the minority 

communities with regard to backwardness parameters. 

States/Districts covered: 

• The PMJVK will be implemented in Minority Concentration District Hqrs, 

Minority Concentration Block (MCBs), Minority Concentration Towns(MCTs) 

falling in 308 districts of 32 States/UTs. 

• Moreover, the scheme will also be implemented in Backward Clusters of 

Minority Concentration Villages (CoMCV). These CoMCV will be identified on 

the proposal of the States/UTs as per criteria of PMJVK. 

 

67. Which of the following organizations publishes Travel and Tourism 

Competitiveness Report? 

 (a) World Travel and Tourism Council) 

 (b) World Bank 

 (c) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

 (d) Ministry of Tourism, Govt of India 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report was first published in 2007 by 

the World Economic Forum. The report ranks selected nations according to the 

Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index (TTCI), which scores from 1 to 6 the 

performance of a given country in each specific subindex 
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68. Consider the following statements regarding Delimitation of Constituencies 

1. It is a permanent statutory body. 

2. It aims to provide equal representation to equal segments of a population 

3. Its orders can be questioned before court of law. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Delimitation of Constituencies: 

• Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of 

territorial constituencies in a state that has a legislative body. 

• It is statutory body. It is established under the provisions of the Delimitation 

Commission Act, set up by parliament. 

Who carries out the exercise? 

• Delimitation is undertaken by a highly powerful commission. They are formally 

known as Delimitation Commission or Boundary Commission. 

• These bodies are so powerful that its orders have the force of law and they 

cannot be challenged before any court. 

• Such commissions have been constituted at least four times in India — in 1952 

under the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952; in 1963 under Delimitation 

Commission Act, 1962; in 1973 under Delimitation Act, 1972 and last in 2002 

under Delimitation Act, 2002. 

• The commissions’ orders are enforced as per the date specified by the 

President of India. Copies of these orders are laid before the Lok Sabha or the 

concerned Legislative Assembly. No modifications are permitted. 

• The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal representation to equal 

segments of a population. 

Composition of the Commission: 

• According to the Delimitation Commission Act, 2002, the Delimitation 

Commission appointed by the Centre has to have three members: a serving or 

retired judge of the Supreme Court as the chairperson, and the Chief Election 

Commissioner or Election Commissioner nominated by the CEC and the State 

Election Commissioner as ex-officio members. 
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69. Consider the following statements regarding the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO). Act: 

1. The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age. 

2. As per the act, Police officer to not be in uniform while recording the 

statement of the child. 

3. People who traffic children for sexual purposes are also punishable under 

the provisions relating to abetment in the Act. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• In order to effectively address the heinous crimes of sexual abuse and sexual 

exploitation of children through less ambiguous and more stringent legal 

provisions, the Ministry of Women and Child Development championed the 

introduction of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 

2012. 

Salient features 

• The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age, and regards 

the best interests and well-being of the child as being of paramount importance 

at every stage, to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, intellectual and social 

development of the child. 

• It defines different forms of sexual abuse, including penetrative and non-

penetrative assault, as well as sexual harassment and pornography, and deems 

a sexual assault to be “aggravated” under certain circumstances, such as when 

the abused child is mentally ill or when the abuse is committed by a person in a 

position of trust or authority vis-à-vis the child, like a family member, police 

officer, teacher, or doctor. 

• People who traffic children for sexual purposes are also punishable under the 

provisions relating to abetment in the Act. The Act prescribes stringent 

punishment graded as per the gravity of the offence, with a maximum term of 

rigorous imprisonment for life, and fine. 

Provisions related to conduct of trial of reported offences 

• The Act provides for the establishment of Special Courts for trial of offences 

under the Act, keeping the best interest of the child as of paramount 

importance at every stage of the judicial process. 
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• The Act incorporates child friendly procedures for reporting, recording of 

evidence, investigation and trial of offences. These include: 

1) Recording the statement of the child at the residence of the child or at 

the place of his choice, preferably by a woman police officer not below 

the rank of sub-inspector. 

2) No child to be detained in the police station in the night for any 

reason. 

3) Police officer to not be in uniform while recording the statement of 

the child. 

4) The statement of the child to be recorded as spoken by the child. 

5) Assistance of an interpreter or translator or an expert as per the need of 

the child. 

6) Assistance of special educator or any person familiar with the manner of 

communication of the child in case child is disabled 

7) Medical examination of the child to be conducted in the presence of the 

parent of the child or any other person in whom the child has trust or 

confidence. 

8) In case the victim is a girl child, the medical examination shall be 

conducted by a woman doctor. 13. Frequent breaks for the child during 

trial. Child not to be called repeatedly to testify. 

9) No aggressive questioning or character assassination of the child in-

camera trial of cases. 

 

70. Consider the following statement regarding Chief of Defence Staff 

1. The CDS is a single-point military advisor to the government. 

2. He is eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS. 

3. The tenure of the CDS has been fixed for 3 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is the professional service chief, head of the Indian 

Armed Forces and the senior-most uniformed military adviser to the 

Government of India. The position was first officially suggested in 1999 following 
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the Kargil War through the recommendations of the Kargil Review Committee. It is 

a single-point military advisor to the government. 

• Not eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS. 

• The service (Army, Navy and Indian Air Force) chiefs, when appointed, are 

usually given a tenure of three years or till they attain the age of 62 years, 

whichever is earlier. But the tenure of the CDS has not been fixed yet. 

 

71. Consider the following statements regarding the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-

Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY): 

1. It is voluntary and contributory for farmers in the entry age group of 18 to 

60 years. 

2. The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) shall be the Pension Fund 

Manager. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) is an old age pension 

scheme for all land holding Small and Marginal Farmers (SMFs) in the 

country. It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme for the entry age 

group of 18 to 40 years. The Scheme is effective from the 9th August, 2019. 

Salient features 

• It is voluntary and contributory for farmers in the entry age group of 18 to 40 

years and a monthly pension of Rs. 3000/- will be provided to them on attaining 

the age of 60 years. 

• The farmers will have to make a monthly contribution of Rs.55 to Rs.200, 

depending on their age of entry, in the Pension Fund till they reach the retirement 

date i.e. the age of 60 years. 

• The monthly contributions will fall due on the same day every month as 

enrolment date. The beneficiaries may also choose an option to pay their 

contributions on quarterly, 4-monthly or half-yearly basis. Such contributions 

will fall due on the same day of such period as the date of enrollment 

• The spouse is also eligible to get a separate pension of Rs.3000/- upon 

making separate contributions to the Fund. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  59 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

• The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) shall be the Pension Fund 

Manager and responsible for Pension pay out. 

• In case of death of the farmer before retirement date, the spouse may continue 

in the scheme by paying the remaining contributions till the remaining age 

of the deceased farmer. If the spouse does not wish to continue, the total 

contribution made by the farmer along with interest will be paid to the spouse. 

If there is no spouse, then total contribution along with interest will be paid to 

the nominee. 

• If the farmer dies after the retirement date, the spouse will receive 50% of the 

pension as Family Pension. After the death of both the farmer and the spouse, 

the accumulated corpus shall be credited back to the Pension Fund. 

• The beneficiaries may opt voluntarily to exit the Scheme after a minimum 

period of 5 years of regular contributions. On exit, their entire contribution shall 

be returned by LIC with an interest equivalent to prevailing saving bank rates. 

• The farmers, who are also beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Scheme, will have the 

option to allow their contribution debited from the benefit of that Scheme 

directly. 

• In case of default in making regular contributions, the beneficiaries are allowed 

to regularize the contributions by paying the outstanding dues along with 

prescribed interest. Until 1 month from first unpaid contribution, no late fee 

would be charged. Three payment cycles demand would be raised for payment of 

contribution without any interest. 

 

72. Which of the following diseases is/are zoonotic diseases? 

1. Kyasanur Forest Disease 

2. Nipah Virus Infection 

3. Anthrax 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

WHO in 1959 defined that Zoonoses are “those diseases and infections which are 

naturally transmitted between vertebrate animals and man“. Zoonoses include 

only those infections where there is either a proof or a strong circumstantial 

evidence for transmission between animals and man. 
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Classification according to the etiological agents: 

1. Bacterial zoonoses e.g. anthrax, brucellosis, plague, leptospirosis, 
salmonellosis, lyme disease 

2. Viral zoonoses e.g. rabies, arbovirus infections, KFD, yellow fever, 
influenza, CCHF, Nipah 

3. Rickettsial zoonoses e.g. murine typhus, tick typhus, scrub typhus, Q-fever 
4. Protozoal zoonoses e.g. toxoplasmosis, trypanosomiasis, leishmaniasis 
5. Helminthic 

zoonoses 
e.g. echinococcosis (hydatid disease), taeniasis, 
schistosomiasis, dracunculiasis 

6. Fungal zoonoses e.g. deep mycosis – histoplasmosis, cryptococcosis, 
superficial dermatophytes 

7. Ectoparasites e.g. scabies, myiasis 

 

 

73. Kalapani territory is an area disputed between 

 (a) India and Bangladesh 

 (b) India and Bhutan 

 (c) India and Pakistan 

 (d) India and Nepal 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Kalapani territory is an area disputed between India and Nepal, but under 

Indian administration as part of Pithoragarh district in the Uttarakhand state. 

According to Nepal’s claim, it lies in Darchula district, Sudurpashchim Pradesh. It is 

marked by the Kalapani River, one of the headwaters of the Kali River in the 

Himalayas at an altitude of 3600–5200 meters. The valley of Kalapani, with the 

Lipulekh Pass at the top, forms the Indian route to Kailash–Manasarovar, an 

ancient pilgrimage site. It is also the traditional trading route to Tibet for the 

Bhotiyas of Uttarakhand. 

 

74. Tuirial dam, sometimes seen in news, is located in: 

 (a) Manipur 

 (b) Mizoram 

 (c) Nagaland 

 (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

Solution: B 
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• Tuirial dam is constructed on Tuirial River, a tributary of River Barak. 

• It is situated in Mizoram about 150 km north of state capital, Aizwal 

 

75. Which of the following state organizes Zo Kutpui festival 

 (a) Kerala 

 (b) Manipur 

 (c) Mizoram 

 (d) Assam 

 

Solution: C 

 

Mizoram govt to organise ‘Zo Kutpui’ globally to unify Mizo tribes. The first festival 

would be held at Vanghmun, a hub town of Mizos in neighbouring Tripura. The event 

will see the presence of many important dignitaries from various Mizoram tribes and 

also witness cultural programmes and traditional songs from various Mizo tribes 

from Mizoram and other northeastern states. The event aims at re-unifying and 

strengthening brotherhood among different tribes of Mizo. 

 

DAY – 42  

 

76. Consider the following statements regarding Article 25 

1. It guarantees Freedom to Manage Religious Affairs 

2. The Article dose not put any restriction on the government when it comes 

to making any law to regulate economic, financial, political or other secular 

activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Faiths vs Rights case: 

• While the five-judge bench unanimously agreed to refer religious issues to a 

larger bench, it gave a 3:2 split decision on petitions seeking a review of the apex 

court’s September 2018 decision allowing women of all ages to enter the 

Sabarimala shrine in Kerala. 

According to court; 

• Every citizen has equal rights in religious matter, we can’t discriminate them on 

the basis of caste, race, gender etc, according to Article 15 of the constitution. 

• Assures protection to every religious denomination to manage its own affairs. 

• Can’t not stop women due to their biological cycle. 

Article 26: Freedom to Manage Religious Affairs  

Subject to public order, morality and health, every religious denomination or any 

section thereof shall have the right— 

• to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes; 

• to manage its own affairs in matters of religion; 

• to own and acquire movable and immovable property; and 

• to administer such property in accordance with 

Article 14 : Equality Before Law 

• The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal 

protection of the laws within the territory of India. 

Article 25 : Freedom of Religion 

• The Article 25 states that every individual is “equally entitled to freedom of 

conscience” and has the right “to profess, practice and propagate religion” of 

one’s choice. 

• Practicing religion or the act of propagating it should not, however, affect the 

“public order, morality and health.” 

• The Article doesn’t put any restriction on the government when it comes to 

making any law to regulate “economic, financial, political or other secular” 

activities, which may be associated with religious practice. 

• According to Article 25, the gates of Hindu religious institutions should be 

opened to every section of Hindus. 

• Here the term ‘Hindus’ also includes individuals who profess Sikh, Jain or 

Buddhist religion. The same holds true for the term ‘Hindu religious institutions. 

 

77. Shompen tribes, sometime seen in the news, is largely found in 

 (a) Great Nicobar 
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 (b) Middle Andaman 

 (c) Little Andaman 

 (d) Coco Islands 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Shompen or Shom Pen are the indigenous people of the interior of Great 

Nicobar Island, part of the Indian union territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

The Shompen are a designated Scheduled Tribe. 

 

78. Which of the following state in India has maximum area under forest cover? 

 (a) Arunachal Pradesh 

 (b) Madhya Pradesh 

 (c) Rajasthan 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

• In terms of area, Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country 

followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra 

 

79. Aruna Shanbaug case is related to which Article of the Constitution of India? 

 (a) Article 19 

 (b) Article 21 

 (c) Article 25 

 (d) Article 14 

 

Solution: B 

 

• SC was hearing a plea by NGO Common Cause to declare ‘right to die with 

dignity’ as a fundamental right within the fold of right to live with dignity, 

which is guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. 
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Active and passive euthanasia: 

• Active euthanasia, the intentional act of causing the death of a patient in great 

suffering, is illegal in India. It entails deliberately causing the patient’s death 

through injections or overdose. 

• But passive euthanasia, the withdrawal of medical treatment with the deliberate 

intention to hasten a terminally ill patient’s death is “partially” allowed. 

• The patient, family, friends and legal guardians can’t take the decision on their 

own, but need a high court’s approval bill for stopping treatment. 

Euthanasia in law: 

• The government told the court, there was already a law on passive euthanasia 

and it had drafted a ‘management of patients with terminal illness-

withdrawal of medical life support bill’. 

• The issue of euthanasia was first examined by the health ministry in 

consultation with the experts in 2006, based on the 196th Law Commission of 

India report. However, it was decided to not make any laws on euthanasia. 

Aruna Shanbaug case: 

• In 2011, the Supreme Court, while hearing the case of Aruna Shanbaug, who 

was in a vegetative state for nearly 30 years, had legalised passive euthanasia 

partially. 

• A nurse at KEM Hospital in Mumbai, Shanbaug was in a vegetative state since 

1973 after a brutal sodomisation and strangling with a dog-chain during a sexual 

assault. She died in 2015 while on a ventilator for several days after suffering 

from pneumonia. 

• SC gave patients living in a vegetative state the right to have treatment or food 

withdrawn, and laid down guidelines to process passive euthanasia in the case 

of incompetent patients. The guidelines include seeking a declaration from a 

high court, after getting clearance from a medical board and state 

government. 

 

80. According to Supreme Court, Right to Property is a 

1. Fundamental right 

2. Constitutional 

3. Human right 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: C 

 

Private property is a human right: Supreme Court 

• The Supreme Court has recently held that a citizen’s right to own private 

property is a human right and the state cannot take possession of it without 

following due procedure and authority of law. 

Important observations made by the Court: 

• The state cannot trespass into the private property of a citizen and then claim 

ownership of the land in the name of ‘adverse possession’. 

• Grabbing private land and then claiming it as its own makes the state an 

encroacher. 

• In a welfare state, right to property is a human right. 

• A welfare state cannot be permitted to take the plea of adverse possession, which 

allows a trespasser i.e. a person guilty of a tort, or even a crime, to gain legal title 

over such property for over 12 years. The State cannot be permitted to perfect its 

title over the land by invoking the doctrine of adverse possession to grab the 

property of its own citizens. 

What’s the issue? 

• The Himachal Pradesh government forcibly took over four acres of land belonging 

to a person at Hamipur district to build a road in 1967. 

• Even 52 years later, the state has failed to pay the compensation. 

• The appellant was wholly unaware of her rights and entitlement in law, and did 

not file any proceedings for compensation of the land compulsorily taken over by 

the state. 

• When her petition was turned down by the High Court, the appellant moved the 

Supreme Court. 

Right to Property: 

• ‘Right to private property was previously a fundamental right’ under Article 31 of 

the Constitution. 

• Property ceased to be a fundamental right with the 44th Constitution 

Amendment in 1978. 

• Nevertheless, Article 300A required the state to follow due procedure and 

authority of law to deprive a person of his or her private property. 

• The right to property is now considered to be not only a constitutional or 

statutory right, but also a human right. 
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81. Habeas Corpus is issued in which of the following cases? 

1. Detention is lawful 

2. The proceeding is for contempt of a legislature 

3. Detention is by a competent court 

4. Detention is outside the jurisdiction of the court. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 4 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 (d) None of the Above 

 

Solution: D 

 

Habeas Corpus 

• It is a Latin term which literally means ‘to have the body of’. It is an order issued 

by the court to a person who has detained another person, to produce the body 

of the latter before it. The court then examines the cause and legality of detention. 

It would set the detained person free, if the detention is found to be illegal. Thus, 

this writ is a bulwark of individual liberty against arbitrary detention. 

• The writ of habeas corpus can be issued against both public authorities as 

well as private individuals. The writ, on the other hand, is not issued where 

the 

(a) detention is lawful, 

(b) the proceeding is for contempt of a legislature or a court, 

(c) detention is by a competent court, and 

(d) detention is outside the jurisdiction of the court. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding martial law 

1. The concept of martial law has been borrowed in India from the English 

common law. 

2. The expression ‘martial law’ has been defined under Article 34 of the Indian 

Constitution. 

3. There is no specific or express provision in the Constitution that authorizes 

the executive to declare martial law. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Article 34 provides for the restrictions on fundamental rights while martial law 

is in force in any area within the territory of India. It empowers the Parliament to 

indemnify any government servant or any other person for any act done by him 

in connection with the maintenance or restoration of order in any area where martial 

law was in force. 

• The concept of martial law has been borrowed in India from the English common 

law. However, the expression ‘martial law’ has not been defined anywhere in the 

Constitution. Literally, it means ‘military rule’. It refers to a situation where civil 

administration is run by the military authorities according to their own rules and 

regulations framed outside the ordinary law. 

• There is also no specific or express provision in the Constitution that 

authorises the executive to declare martial law. However, it is implicit in 

Article 34 under which martial law can be declared in any area within the 

territory of India. The martial law is imposed under the extraordinary 

circumstances like war, invasion, insurrection, rebellion, riot or any violent 

resistance to law. Its justification is to repel force by force for maintaining or 

restoring order in the society. 

 

83. The Directive Principles were made non-justiciable and non-enforceable 

because 

1. The country did not possess sufficient financial resources. 

2. The presence of vast diversity and backwardness in the country. 

3. The newly born Indian State was free to decide the order, the time, the place 

and the mode of fulfilling them. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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The framers of the Constitution made the Directive Principles non-justiciable and 

legally non-enforceable because: 

• The country did not possess sufficient financial resources to implement them. 

• The presence of vast diversity and backwardness in the country would stand in 

the way of their implementation. 

• The newly born independent Indian State with its many preoccupations might 

be crushed under the burden unless it was free to decide the order, the time, the 

place and the mode of fulfilling them. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding Directive Principles of State Policy 

1. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles as ‘novel features’ of the 

Indian Constitution. 

2. The framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the USSR. 

3. The Directive Principles are like the instrument of instructions under the 

British Constitution. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Directive Principles of State Policy are enumerated in Part IV of the 

Constitution from Articles 36 to 51. The framers of the Constitution borrowed this 

idea from the Irish Constitution of 1937, which had copied it from the Spanish 

Constitution. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles as ‘novel features’ of 

the Indian Constitution. The Directive Principles along with the Fundamental 

Rights contain the philosophy of the Constitution and is the soul of the 

Constitution. Granville Austin has described the Directive Principles and the 

Fundamental Rights as the ‘Conscience of the Constitution’. 

The Directive Principles resemble the ‘Instrument of Instructions’ enumerated in 

the Government of India Act of 1935. In the words of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, ‘the 

Directive Principles are like the instrument of instructions, which were issued to the 

Governor-General and to the Governors of the colonies of India by the British 

Government under the Government of India Act of 1935. 
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85. Consider the following statements regarding EQUIP Project 

1. It aims at ushering transformation in India‘s higher education system by 

implementing strategic interventions 

2. It is the implementation plan for the National Education Policy. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP) is a five-year 

vision plan. It sets out to deliver further on principles of Access, Inclusion, Quality, 

Excellence and enhancing employability in Higher Education. 

• It aims at ushering transformation in India‘s higher education system by 

implementing strategic interventions in the sector over five years (2019-2024). 

• It is described as the implementation plan for the National Education Policy. It 

is meant to bridge the gap between policy and implementation. 

 

86. Gender Social Norms Index has been released by 

(a) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

(b) Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

(c) UN Development Programmme (UNDP) 

(d) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The first Gender Social Norms Index was recently released by the UN 

Development Programmme (UNDP). 

About the index: 

• This index measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality in areas like 

politics, work, and education, and contains data from 75 countries, covering over 

80 percent of the world’s population. 
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• The index found new clues to the invisible barriers women face in achieving 

equality – potentially forging a path forward to breaking through the so-called 

“glass ceiling”. 

Key findings: 

• Despite decades of progress closing the equality gap between men and women, 

close to 90 percent of men and women hold some sort of bias against women. 

• Almost half of those polled feel that men are superior political leaders. 

• More than 40 per cent believe they make better business executives and are more 

entitled to jobs when the economy is lagging. 

• Moreover, 28 per cent think it is justified for a man to beat his wife. 

• The analysis also highlighted a bias shift in some 30 countries, revealing that 

while some show improvements, attitudes in others appear to have worsened in 

recent years – signaling that progress cannot be taken for granted. 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding North East Venture Fund (NEVF) 

1. It is set up by North Eastern Council in association with Ministry of 

Development of North Eastern Region (M-DoNER). 

2. It aims to provide platform for tribal women entrepreneurs North Eastern 

Region 

Which of the following statements is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

North East Venture Fund (NEVF): 

• Launched in September 2017. 

• Set up by North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Limited (NEDFi) in 

association with Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (M-

DoNER). 

• It is a close ended fund with capital commitment of Rs 100 crore. 

• It is the first dedicated venture capital fund for the North Eastern Region. 
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• Objective: to contribute to the entrepreneurship development of the NER and 

achieve attractive risk-adjusted returns through long term capital appreciation 

by way of investments in privately negotiated equity/ equity related investments. 

• The investment under this schemer ranges from Rs. 25 lakh to Rs.10 crore per 

venture, which is long term in nature with investment horizon of 4-5 years. 

 

88. Under Indian Constitution, the provision “To protect and improve the 

environment and to safeguard forests and wild life” forms a part of 

(a) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Fundamental Duties 

(d) Preamble 

 

Solution: A 

 

Liberal-Intellectual Principles under Directive principles 

The principles included in this category represent the ideology of liberalism. They 

direct the state: 

• To secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country (Article 

44). 

• To provide early childhood care and education for all children until they 

complete the age of six years9 (Article 45). 

• To organise agriculture and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines 

(Article 48). 

• To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wild 

life (Article 48 A). 

 

89. Which of the following are legal provisions for the implementation of the 

Fundamental Duties? 

1. The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act (1971) 

2. The Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 

4. The Protection of Civil Rights Act (1955) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 4 only 
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 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Verma Committee on Fundamental Duties of the Citizens (1999) identified 

the existence of legal provisions for the implementation of some of the Fundamental 

Duties. They are mentioned below: 

• The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act (1971) prevents disrespect 

to the Constitution of India, the National Flag and the National Anthem. 

• The various criminal laws in force provide for punishments for encouraging 

enmity between different sections of people on grounds of language, race, place 

of birth, religion and so on. 

• The Protection of Civil Rights Act (1955) provides for punishments for offences 

related to caste and religion. 

• The Indian Penal Code (IPC) declares the imputations and assertions prejudicial 

to national integration as punishable offences. 

• The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act of 1967 provides for the declaration 

of a communal organisation as an unlawful association. 

• The Representation of People Act (1951) provides for the disqualification of 

members of the Parliament or a state legislature for indulging in corrupt practice, 

that is, soliciting votes on the ground of religion or promoting enmity between 

different sections of people on grounds of caste, race, language, religion and so 

on. 

• The Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 prohibits trade in rare and endangered 

species. 

• The Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 checks indiscriminate deforestation and 

diversion of forest land for nonforest purposes. 

 

90. Under Minerva Mills case, what is the verdict of Supreme Court? 

(a) Fundamental Rights cannot be amended by parliament to implement the 

Directive Principles. 

(b) Preamble is an integral part of Indian Constitution. 

(c) Preamble cannot be amended by the constitution. 

(d) Indian Constitution is founded on the bedrock of the balance between the 

Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles. 

 

Solution: D 
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In the Minerva Mills case (1980), the Supreme Court also held that ‘the Indian 

Constitution is founded on the bedrock of the balance between the Fundamental 

Rights and the Directive Principles. They together constitute the core of 

commitment to social revolution. 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding Savings (Taxable) Bonds 2018 

1. It aims to help citizens invest in a taxable instrument, without any 

monetary ceiling. 

2. Non-Resident Indians(NRIs) are eligible for making investments in these 

bonds 

3. The Bonds are transferable. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Union Finance Ministry has launched 7.75% Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 2018 

scheme to help citizens invest in a taxable instrument, without any monetary ceiling. 

The Bonds are open to investment by individuals (including Joint Holdings) and 

HUFs. Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) are not eligible for making investments in these 

bonds. 

The Bonds are not transferable and also are not tradable in secondary market. 

They are also not eligible as collateral for loans from banking institutions, non-

banking financial companies or financial institutions. 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding Nilgiri Tahr 

1. It is endemic to the Nilgiri Hills and Western Ghats 

2. It has been listed as “Critically Endangered” by IUCN. 

3. It is found in open montane grassland habitat of rain forests Eco region. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Nilgiri Tahr: 

• Recently, Nilgiri tahr’s population has increased from 568 in 2018 to 612 in 2019 

in the Mukurthi National Park, Tamil Nadu. 

• Nilgiri Tahr is also known as Nilgiri Ibex. 

• State animal of Tamil Nadu 

• Only species of Caprine ungulate that is found south of the Himalayas in 

India 

• Habitat: Open montane grassland habitat of the South Western Ghats 

montane rain forests Eco region. Endemic to the Nilgiri Hills and the 

southern portion of the Western Ghats in the states of Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

in Southern India (ex: Anamalai Hills, Palni Hills) 

• It has been listed as “Endangered” by IUCN. 

• It has been listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

which provides absolute protection and offences under these are prescribed the 

highest penalties 

• The Adult males of Nilgiri Tahr species develop a light grey area or “saddle” on 

their backs and are hence called “Saddlebacks” 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Forty-Second Amendment Act, 

1976 

1. It gave effect to the recommendations of Swaran Singh Committee. 

2. It provided for administrative tribunals and tribunals for other matters and 

added Part XIV A to the constitution. 

3. It made the president bound by the advice of the cabinet. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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Forty-Second Amendment Act, 1976 (The most comprehensive amendment made 

so far to the Constitution; it is known as “Mini- Constitution’; it gave effect to the 

recommendations of Swaran Singh Committee.) 

1. Added three new words (i.e., socialist, secular and integrity) in the Preamble. 

2. Added Fundamental Duties by the citizens (new Part IV A). 

3. Made the president bound by the advise of the cabinet. 

4. Provided for administrative tribunals and tribunals for other matters (Added 

Part XIV A). 

5. Froze the seats in the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies on the basis 

of 1971 census till 2001. 

6. Made the constitutional amendments beyond judicial scrutiny. 

7. Curtailed the power of judicial review and writ jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court and high courts. 

8. Raised the tenure of Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies from 5 to 6 

years. 

9. Provided that the laws made for the implementation of Directive Principles 

cannot be declared invalid by the courts on the ground of violation of some 

Fundamental Rights. 

10. Empowered the Parliament to make laws to deal with anti-national activities and 

such laws are to take precedence over Fundamental Rights. 

11. Added three new Directive Principles viz., equal justice and free-legal aid, 

participation of workers in the management of industries and protection of 

environment, forests and wild life. 

12. Facilitated the proclamation of national emergency in a part of territory of 

India. 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Sixty-Fifth Amendment Act, 1990 

1. It provided for the establishment of a multimember National Commission 

for SCs and STs in the place of a Special Officer for SCs and STs. 

2. It bifurcated the combined National Commission for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes into two separate bodies 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: A 

 

Sixty-Fifth Amendment Act, 1990 

• Provided for the establishment of a multimember National Commission for SCs 

and STs in the place of a Special Officer for SCs and STs. 

Eighty-Ninth Amendment Act, 2003 

• Bifurcated the erstwhile combined National Commission for Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes into two separate bodies, namely, National Commission 

for Scheduled Castes and National Commission for Scheduled Tribes. Both 

the Commissions consist of a Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson and three other 

members. They are appointed by the President. 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Sixty-Ninth Amendment Act, 1991 

1. The amendment provided for the creation of a 70-member legislative 

assembly and a 7-member council of ministers for Delhi. 

2. It provided for the inclusion of the members of the Legislative Assemblies of 

National Capital Territory of Delhi and the Union Territory of Puducherry 

in the Electoral College for the election of the president. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Sixty-Ninth Amendment Act, 1991 

• Accorded a special status to the Union Territory of Delhi by designing it as the 

National Capital Territory of Delhi. The amendment also provided for the 

creation of a 70-member legislative assembly and a 7-member council of 

ministers for Delhi. 

Seventieth Amendment Act, 1992 

• Provided for the inclusion of the members of the Legislative Assemblies of 

National Capital Territory of Delhi and the Union Territory of Puducherry in the 

electoral college for the election of the president. 
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96. Consider the following statements regarding Ninety-First Amendment Act, 2003 

1. It made the provisions to limit the size of Council of Ministers. 

2. It made the provisions to strengthen the anti-defection law. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ninety-First Amendment Act, 2003 

Made the following provisions to limit the size of Council of Ministers, to debar 

defectors from holding public offices, and to strengthen the anti-defection law: 

• The total number of ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the Central 

Council of Ministers shall not exceed 15% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha. 

• A member of either house of Parliament belonging to any political party who is 

disqualified on the ground of defection shall also be disqualified to be appointed 

as a minister. 

• The total number of ministers, including the Chief Minister, in the Council of 

Ministers in a state shall not exceed 15% of the total strength of the legislative 

Assembly of that state. But, the number of ministers, including the Chief 

Minister, in a state shall not be less than 12. 

• A member of either House of a state legislature belonging to any political party 

who is disqualified on the ground of defection shall also be disqualified to be 

appointed as a minister. 

• A member of either House of Parliament or either House of a State Legislature 

belonging to any political party who is disqualified on the ground of defection 

shall also be disqualified to hold any remunerative political post. The 

expression “remunerative political post” means 

(i) any office under the central government or a state government where the 

salary or remuneration for such office is paid out of the public revenue 

of the concerned government; or 

(ii) any office under a body, whether incorporated or not, which is wholly or 

partially owned by the central government or a state government and the 

salary or remuneration for such office is paid by such body, except where 

such salary or remuneration paid is compensatory in nature. 

The provision of the Tenth Schedule (anti-defection law) pertaining to exemption 

from disqualification in case of split by one-third members of legislature party has 
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been deleted. It means that the defectors have no more protection on grounds of 

splits. 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding One Hundred and Third 

Amendment Act, 2019 

1. It permitted the state to make a provision for the reservation of upto 10% 

of appointments or posts in favour of economically weaker sections. 

2. This reservation of upto 10 % would be in within the existing reservation 

for OBC, SC and ST. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

One Hundred and Third Amendment Act, 2019 

• Empowered the state to make any special provision for the advancement of 

any economically weaker sections (EWS) of citizens. 

• Allowed the state to make a provision for the reservation of upto 10% of seats 

for such sections in admission to educational institutions including private 

educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by the state, expect the 

minority educational institutions. This reservation of upto 10% would be in 

addition to the existing reservations. 

• Permitted the state to make a provision for the reservation of upto 10% of 

appointments or posts in favour of such sections. This reservation of upto 10 % 

would be in addition to the existing reservation. 

 

 

98. Which of the following have coral reefs? 

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

2. Gulf of Kachchh 

3. Gulf of Mannar 

4. Sunderbans 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
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 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

 

99. Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of India contains 

provisions regarding anti-defection? 

 (a) Second Schedule 

 (b) Fifth Schedule 

 (e) Eighth Schedule 

 (d) Tenth Schedule 

 

Solution: D 
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The anti-defection law in India, technically the Tenth Schedule to the Indian 

Constitution, was enacted to address the perceived problem of instability caused by 

democratically elected legislators in India’s Parliamentary System of Government 

shifting allegiance from the parties they supported at the time of election 

 

100. Which of the following species are invasive species in the context of Indian 

Biodiversity? 

1. Snowflake coral 

2. Nilgai 

3. Papaya Mealy bug 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

The present study focuses on 173 species of invasive alien plants in India. These 

include the most serious invasives, such as Alternanthera philoxeroides, Cassia 

uniflora, Chromolaena odorata, Eichhornia crassipes, Lantana camara, 

Parthenium hysterophorus, Prosopis juliflora, Papaya Mealy bug, snowflake 

coral and others. 

Nilgai is native species to India. 

 

*** 
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