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DAY – 29  

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Winter Solstice: 

1. It is the shortest day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere 

2. It is the day when the North Pole is most tilted away from the Sun. 

3. The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic of Capricorn in the 

Southern Hemisphere 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Winter Solstice: 

December 22 was Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year in the 

Northern Hemisphere. In the Southern Hemisphere, conversely, December 

22 was Summer Solstice, the year’s longest day. 

The winter solstice happens every year when the Sun reaches its most 

southerly declination of -23.5 degrees. 

It is when the North Pole is tilted farthest away from the Sun, delivering the 

fewest hours of sunlight of the year. 

The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic of Capricorn in the Southern 

Hemisphere during the December solstice and is closer to the horizon than 

at any other time in the year. 

The day after the winter solstice marks the beginning of lengthening days, 

leading up to the summer solstice in June. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. India has singed Land Boundary Agreement with which of the following 

country? 

 (a) China 

 (b) Bangladesh 

 (c) Nepal 

 (d) Pakistan 

 

Solution: B 

 

Land boundary agreement: 

More than four years after the historic Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 

between India and Bangladesh, a report released by civil rights organisations 

on the situation in erstwhile enclaves states that protest and resistance have 

become an essential part of their survival in India. 

Under the Land Boundary Agreement between, the Bangladeshi enclaves in 

India and Indian enclaves in Bangladesh were transferred on July 31, 2015. 

The agreement involved handing over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladesh in 

return for 7,000 acres in 162 enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and 

Meghalaya. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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It also required an amendment to the Constitution (the 119th 

amendment). 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Partial Credit Guarantee 

Scheme 

1. Under the scheme Public Sector Banks can purchase securities of 

financially sound non-banking finance companies. 

2. RBI would have the power to extend the validity of the scheme by up 

to three months 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme 

Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme for NBFCs gets cabinet nod 

It allows for purchase of high-rated pooled assets from financially-sound 

non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies 

(HFCs) by public sector banks (PSBs). 

The scheme would cover NBFCs and HFCs that might have slipped into “SMA-

0” category during the one-year period prior to August 1, 2018, and asset 

pools rated “BBB+” or higher. 

The window for one-time partial credit guarantee offered by the government 

would remain open till June 30, 2020 or till such date by which Rs 1 lakh 

crore worth of assets get purchased by the banks, whichever is earlier. 

The Finance Minister would have the power to extend the validity of the 

scheme by up to three months by taking into account its progress. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Swadesh Darshan Scheme 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Culture 

2. It is 100% centrally funded scheme 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. It aims to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

 

About Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

Tourism Ministry launched the scheme. 

Objective: to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country. These 

tourist circuits will be developed on the principles of high tourist value, 

competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Features of Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

The scheme is 100% centrally funded for the project components undertaken 

for public funding. 

To leverage the voluntary funding available for Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) initiatives of Central Public Sector Undertakings and corporate sector. 

Funding of individual project will vary from state to state and will be finalised 

on the basis of detailed project reports prepared by PMC (Programme 

Management Consultant). 

A National Steering Committee (NSC)will be constituted with Minister in 

charge of M/O Tourism as Chairman, to steer the mission objectives and 

vision of the scheme. 

A Mission Directorate headed by the Member Secretary, NSC as a nodal officer 

will help in identification of projects in consultation with the States/ UTs 

governments and other stake holders. 

PMC will be a national level consultant to be appointed by the Mission 

Directorate. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding National Population 

Register 

1. It includes both Indian citizens as well as a foreign citizen 

2. It will be conducted by Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation 

3. It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the 

NPR. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

National Population Register (NPR): 

It will be conducted by the Office of the Registrar General of India (RGI) under 

the Home Ministry. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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It is a Register of usual residents of the country. 

It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, 

State and National level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and 

the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity 

Cards) Rules, 2003. 

It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 

Objectives: To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual 

resident in the country. 

It includes both Indian citizens as well as a foreign citizen. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding SnowEx 

1. It is jointly funded by NASA and SpaceX 

2. It aims to address the most important gaps in snow remote sensing 

knowledge and thus lay the groundwork for a future snow satellite 

mission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

SnowEx: 

It is a five year program initiated and funded by NASA. 

Objective: To address the most important gaps in snow remote sensing 

knowledge and thus lay the groundwork for a future snow satellite mission. 

It focuses on airborne campaigns and field work, and on comparing the 

various sensing technologies, from the mature to the more experimental, in 

globally-representative types of snow. 

The mission will utilize a suite of airborne instruments such as Lidar, SAR, 

Passive Microwave, Multi-spectral/hyperspectral VIS/IR, and others, as well 

as ground measurements, to study Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) in forested 

areas. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. Consider the following statements regarding Adaptation fund 

1. It is an international fund that finances projects and programs aimed 

at helping developing countries to adapt to the harmful effects of 

climate change. 

2. It has been established under the Paris Agreement. 

3. The World Bank serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund on an 

interim basis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Adaptation fund: 

Established under the Kyoto Protocol of the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 

It finances projects and programmes that help vulnerable communities in 

developing countries adapt to climate change. 

Initiatives are based on country needs, views and priorities. 

Financing: 

The Fund is financed in part by government and private donors, and also from 

a two percent share of proceeds of Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) 

issued under the Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism projects. 

Governance: 

The Fund is supervised and managed by the Adaptation Fund Board (AFB). 

The AFB is composed of 16 members and 16 alternates and meets at least 

twice a year. 

The World Bank serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund on an interim 

basis. 

 

8. The Chabahar Port, sometimes seen in news, is located in: 

 (a) Iraq 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (b) Afghanistan 

 (c) Iran 

 (d) Oman 

 

Solution: C 

 

Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the 

Gulf of Oman. It serves as Iran’s only oceanic port, and consists of two 

separate ports named Shahid Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti, each of which 

has five berths. 

 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana 

1. It is a savings scheme launched by the Government of India as a part 

of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign. 

2. People can open the Sukanya Samridhi account at any India Post 

office or branch of authorised commercial banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

‘Sukanya Samriddhi Yojna’ is a small deposit scheme for girl child, 

launched as a part of the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ campaign, which would 

fetch an attractive interest rate and provide income tax rebate. 

‘Sukanya Samriddhi Account’ can be opened at any time from the birth of a 

girl child till she attains the age of 10 years, with a minimum deposit of Rs 

250. A maximum of Rs 1.5 lakh can be deposited during a financial year. 

The account can be opened in any post office or authorised branches of 

commercial banks. 

In an effort to motivate parents to open an account in the name of a girl child 

and for her welfare to deposit maximum of their savings upto the prescribed 

limits, higher rates of interest is given on the deposits on annually 

compounded basis with income tax concession. 

The account will remain operative for 21 years from the date of opening of the 

account or marriage of the girl child after attaining 18 years of age. 

To meet the requirement of higher education expenses, partial withdrawal of 

50 per cent of the balance would be allowed after the girl child has attended 

18 years of age 

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/women-and-child-development/child-

development-1/girl-child-welfare/sukanya-samriddhi-yojna  

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding Jangubai Cave Temple and 

the Kaplai Caves 

1. It is considered as a pilgrimage site by aboriginal tribes like Gond, 

Pradhan and Kolam. 

2. Kolam are a designated Scheduled Tribe in the Indian states of 

Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: D  

 

Jangubai Cave Temple and the Kaplai Caves are considered as a pilgrimage 

site by aboriginal tribes like Gond, Pradhan and Kolam. These caves are 

located at Maharashtra – Telangana border. 

Kolam are a designated Scheduled Tribe in the Indian states of Telangana, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra). 

The Gonds tribe is spread over Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Bihar, and West Bengal. 

Their main concentration is in forest and hilly areas between the Vidhyans 

and Satpura. 

The Pardhan is a subgroup of the tribal Gond people who live in central India. 

The large majority of the Pardhan live in the Maharashtra and Madhya 

Pradesh. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/the-natural-and-

unexplored-caves-of-adivasis-faith/article30299236.ece  

 

11. INDRA 2019, sometime seen in the news, is an exercise between India 

and 

 (a) United States 

 (b) Russia 

 (c) Japan 

 (d) Australia 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Indian and Russian Armed Forces have commenced the Indra 2019 

joint exercise designed to improve interoperability and the relationship 

between the two nations. 

The countries began the tri-services exercise with an opening ceremony at 

Babina, Uttar Pradesh on 11 December. 

Three naval vessels from the Russian Navy arrived in the Indian state of Goa 

to participate in the exercise. 

https://www.naval-technology.com/news/india-and-russia-begin-indra-

2019-joint-tri-services-exercise/  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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12. Consider the following statements regarding World Habitat 

1. It is an intergovernmental organisation formed under United Nations 

2. It works internationally to help bring the best housing to the people 

who need it the most. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

World Habitat is an international not-for-profit organisation/foundation 

established in the United Kingdom. 

It works internationally to help bring the best housing to the people who need 

it the most. 

Through peer exchanges and our networks, we bring people and ideas 

together – from major global institutions and national governments to grass-

roots organisations and local communities. 

We champion those communities that take control of solving their own 

housing needs. We initiated and are now working with thirteen cities to end 

street homelessness through the European End Street Homelessness 

Campaign. 

 

13. Rabindra Sarobar Lake, sometime seen in the news, is located in 

 (a) Madhya Pradesh 

 (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Odisha 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: D 

 

Rabindra Sarobar is an artificial lake in South Kolkata in the Indian state 

of West Bengal. The name also refers to the area surrounding the lake. It is 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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flanked by Southern Avenue to the North, Shyama prasad Mukherjee Road to 

the West, Dhakuria to the East and the Kolkata Suburban Railway tracks to 

the south 

https://india.mongabay.com/2019/12/the-lady-of-rabindra-lake-kolkata/  

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding National Gene Fund 

1. It was constituted under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

2. It gets a contribution from the money paid by foreign companies 

under the Nagoya Protocol. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

The PPVFR act makes provisions to establish a National Gene Fund through 

which the conservation of varieties developed can be done, recognized and 

rewarded. 

This fund is made of the money as fees collected from plant breeders who are 

required to pay for benefit sharing. This money is used to support and reward 

the farmers who are engaged in plant verities conservation. 

https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/crops-

related/protection-of-plant-varieties-and-rights-of-farmers/protection-of-

plant-varieties-and-farmers-rights-act-2001  

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding Mission Parivar Vikas 

1. It aims to deliver improved family planning services in 145 High 

Focus districts in seven states. 

2. The target of the government is to reach the replacement level fertility 

goals of 2.1 by the year 2025. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/12/the-lady-of-rabindra-lake-kolkata/
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Mission Parivar Vikas is launched by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

It aims to deliver improved family planning services in 145 High Focus 

districts in seven states. These districts are located in the seven high focus 

states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand and Assam 

The target of the government is to reach the replacement level fertility goals 

of 2.1 by the year 2025. 

http://nhmmp.gov.in/WebContent/FW/Scheme/Scheme2017/Mission_Pari

var_Vikas.pdf 

 

DAY – 30  

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding the Mobile Aided Note 

Identifier (MANI) App: 

1. It has been launched by the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA). 

2. It was launched for aiding visually impaired persons to identify the 

denomination of Indian Banknotes. 

3. This mobile application does authenticate a note as being either 

genuine or counterfeit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://nhmmp.gov.in/WebContent/FW/Scheme/Scheme2017/Mission_Parivar_Vikas.pdf
http://nhmmp.gov.in/WebContent/FW/Scheme/Scheme2017/Mission_Parivar_Vikas.pdf


INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  14 INSIGHTS IAS 

RBI Governor has launched the “Mobile Aided Note Identifier (MANI)”, a 

mobile application for aiding visually impaired persons to identify the 

denomination of Indian Banknotes. 

Indian banknotes contain several features which enable the visually impaired 

(colour blind, partially sighted and blind people) to identify them, viz., intaglio 

printing and tactile mark, variable banknote size, large numerals, variable 

colour, monochromatic hues and patterns. Technological progress has 

opened up new opportunities for making Indian banknotes more accessible 

for the visually impaired, thereby facilitating their day to day transactions. 

The Bank has developed a mobile application, MANI, with the following 

features: 

a) Capable of identifying the denominations of Mahatma Gandhi Series 

and Mahatma Gandhi (New) series banknote by checking front or reverse 

side/part of the note including half folded notes at various holding angles and 

broad range of light conditions (normal light/day light/low light/ etc.). 

b) Ability to identify the denomination through audio notification in 

Hindi/English and non-sonic mode such as vibration (suitable for those with 

vision and hearing impairment). 

c) After installation, the mobile application does not require internet and 

works in offline mode. 

d) Ability to navigate the mobile application via voice controls for accessing 

the application features wherever the underlying device & operating system 

combination supports voice enabled controls. 

e) The application is free and can be downloaded from the Android Play Store 

and iOS App Store without any charges/payment. 

f) This mobile application does not authenticate a note as being either 

genuine or counterfeit. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/technology/rbi-launches-

mani-app-to-help-visually-challenged-identify-currency-notes-how-to-

download-it/1810477/  

https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS_PressReleaseDisplay.aspx?prid=49022  

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding the Swachh Survekshan: 

1. The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation takes up the Swachh 

Survekshan in urban areas. 

2. The Ministry of Rural Development takes up the Swachh Survekshan 

in rural areas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/technology/rbi-launches-mani-app-to-help-visually-challenged-identify-currency-notes-how-to-download-it/1810477/
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 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Swachh Survekshan is a ranking exercise taken up by the Government of 

India to assess rural and urban areas for their levels of cleanliness and 

active implementation of Swachhata mission initiatives in a timely and 

innovative manner. 

The objective of the survey is to encourage large scale citizen participation 

and create awareness amongst all sections of society about the importance of 

working together towards making towns and cities a better place to live in. 

Additionally, the survey also intends to foster a spirit of healthy competition 

among towns and cities to improve their service delivery to citizens, towards 

creating cleaner cities and towns. 

The Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India takes up the 

Swachh Survekshan in urban areas and the Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation in rural areas. The Quality Council of India (QCI) has been 

commissioned the  responsibility of carrying out the assessment. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-

nation/government-launches-swachh-survekshan-2021-states-also-to-be-

ranked/articleshow/76771987.cms  

https://vikaspedia.in/health/sanitation-and-hygiene/swachh-survekshan  

 

18. Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary, sometimes seen in news, is located in: 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Maharashtra 

 (c) Goa 

 (d) Madhya Pradesh 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Tipeshwar wildlife sanctuary is situated in Yavatmal area that is an isolated 

national park in Maharashtra. The tipeshwar wildlife sanctuary provides 

every visitor a tremendous opportunity every visitor to travel around a wide 

range of wildlife species. 

There are plenty of rivers such as Purna, Krishna, Bhima and Tapti irrigate 

the sanctuary from entire angles. Having lots of water from all these rivers, it 

is also popularly known as Green Oasis located in Southern Maharashtra. 

The place is quite hilly and undulated and thus has different types of 

vegetation cover that varies with the altitude. Fauna- The place shelters a 

wide array of animals that include Hyena, Chital, Black buck, Sambar, 

Jackal, Wild boar, Peacock, Monkey, Blue bull, Wild cat, Bear and many more. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/tipeshwar-tigers-

safe-flourishing/article31323154.ece  

 

19. Consider the following statements regarding the Senna Spectabilis: 

1. It is a deciduous tree native to Australia. 

2. It is categorised as ‘Endangered’ species under IUCN Red List 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Senna Spectabilis: 

It is a deciduous tree native to tropical areas of America. It grows up to 15 to 

20 metres in a short period of time and distributes thousands of seeds after 

flowering. It is an invasive species. It is categorised as ‘Least Concern’ under 

IUCN Red List. 

Concerns: The thick foliage of the tree arrests the growth of other indigenous 

tree and grass species. Thus, it causes food shortage for the wildlife 

population, especially herbivores. It also adversely affect the germination 

and growth of the native species. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/tipeshwar-tigers-safe-flourishing/article31323154.ece
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Why in News? The Kerala Government is planning to arrest the rampant 

growth of Senna spectabilis, in the forest areas of the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve (NBR), including the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-for-steps-to-

curb-alien-plants-growth-in-nbr/article30454665.ece  

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding the compound oxybenzone: 

1. It absorbs UV-A ultraviolet rays. 

2. It is used in cosmetics. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Oxybenzone is an organic compound used in sunscreens. It is a derivative 

of benzophenone. It forms colorless crystals that are readily soluble in most 

organic solvents. It is used as an ingredient in sunscreen and other cosmetics 

because it absorbs UV-A ultraviolet rays. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-50963080  

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding Guru Gobind Singh: 

1. He is tenth and last Sikh Guru. 

2. He is known for his creation of the Khalsa. 

3. The Dasam Granth is a holy book in Sikhism with compositions 

attributed to Guru Gobind Singh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: D 

 

The birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh was celebrated on January 2nd 

this year. 

About Guru Gobind Singh: 

He was the 10th Sikh guru. 

He was born at Patna, Bihar, India, on December 22, 1666.His birthday 

sometimes falls either in December or January or even both months in the 

Gregorian calendar. The annual celebration of the Guru’s birthday is based 

on the Nanakshahi calendar. 

He became the Sikh guru at the age of nine, following the demise of father, 

Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru. 

He is known for his significant contributions to the Sikh religion, including 

the introduction of the turban to cover hair. 

He also founded the principles of Khalsa or the Five ‘K’s. 

He is also responsible to establish the highest order in the Sikh 

community. 

Followers of the Sikh faith religiously follow the morals and codes of 

discipline set up by Guru Gobind Singh. 

He fought against the Mughals later in battle of Muktsar in 1705. 

He was assassinated in 1708. 

He named Guru Granth Sahib, the religious text of the Khalsas and the 

Sikhs, as the next Guru of the two communities. 

The Dasam Granth is a holy book in Sikhism with compositions attributed 

to Guru Gobind Singh. It is a controversial religious text considered to be the 

second scripture by some Sikhs, and of disputed authority by other Sikhs 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/guru-gobind-singh/  

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding the Chilika Lake: 

1. It is a brackish water lagoon located in the state of Odisha. 

2. It is located at the mouth of River Daya. 

3. Nalbana Bird Sanctuary is located in the Chilika Lake. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and 

Ganjam districts of Odisha state on the east coast of India, at the mouth of 

the Daya River, flowing into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 

km. The Irrawaddy dolphin is the flagship species of Chilika Lake 

Nalbana Bird Sanctuary or Nalbana Island is the core area of the Ramsar 

designated wetlands of Chilika Lake. It was declared a bird sanctuary under 

the Wildlife Protection Act in 1972. In the heart of the park, one can see 

thousands of birds descending during the migratory season. 

 

23. Umang Lai are the group of sacred groves preserved for the local forest 

deities, worshipped by: 

 (a) Meiteis 

 (b) Jarawas 

 (c) Soligas 

 (d) Todas 

 

Solution: A 

 

Umang Lai are the group of sacred groves preserved for the local forest deities 

(with the same title), worshipped by the Meitei people, the predominant 

ethnic group, since ancient times in the Himalayan state of Manipur. The 

groves and the deities are worshipped and their pleasing ceremony is always 

celebrated every year through a music and dance festival called Lai 

Haraoba. 

http://newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=377056  

 

24. Consider the following statements regarding Bureau of Energy Efficiency 

(BEE) 

1. It is an agency of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. The mission of BEE is to institutionalize energy efficiency services, 

enable delivery mechanisms in the country. 

3. It provides policy recommendation and direction to national energy 

conservation activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency is an agency of the Government of India, 

under the Ministry of Power created in March 2002 under the provisions of 

the nation’s 2001 Energy Conservation Act. The agency’s function is to 

develop programs which will increase the conservation and efficient use of 

energy in India. 

The government has proposed to make it mandatory for certain appliances 

in India to have ratings by the BEE starting in January 2010. The mission of 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency is to “institutionalise” energy efficiency services, 

enable delivery mechanisms in the country and provide leadership to energy 

efficiency in all sectors of the country. The primary objective would be to 

reduce energy intensity in the economy. 

The broad objectives of BEE are as under: 

• Provide a policy recommendation and direction to national energy 

conservation activities. 

• Coordinate policies and programmes on efficient use of energy with 

shareholders. 

• Establish systems and procedures to verify, measure and monitor Energy 

Efficiency (EE) improvements. 

• Leverage multilateral, bilateral and private sector support to implement 

the EC Act ’01. 

• Demonstrate EE delivery systems through public-private partnerships. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  21 INSIGHTS IAS 

25. Consider the following statements regarding Shyama Prasad Mukherji 

Rurban Mission 

1. SPMRM is a scheme launched by the Ministry of Rural Development 

(MoRD) in 2016. 

2. There are two categories of clusters in this mission. 

3. Central government identifies the clusters in accordance with the 

Framework for Implementation prepared by the MoRD. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

SPMRM is a scheme launched by the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) 

in 2016 to deliver integrated project based infrastructure in the rural areas, 

which will also include development of economic activities and skill 

development. 

The State Government identifies the clusters in accordance with the 

Framework for Implementation prepared by the MoRD. 

For the selection of clusters, the MoRD is adopting a scientific process of 

cluster selection which involves an objective analysis at the district, sub 

district and village level, of the demography, economy, tourism and pilgrimage 

significance and transportation corridor impact. 

There are 2 categories of clusters: Non-Tribal and Tribal. 

Rurban clusters are identified across the country’s rural areas showing 

increasing signs of urbanization – i.e. increase in population density, high 

levels of non-farm employment, presence of growing economic activities and 

other socioeconomic parameters. 

For the purposes of SPMRM, Rurban areas refer to a cluster of 15-20 villages 

having about 30 to 40 lakh population. The clusters will be geographically 

contiguous Gram Panchayats with a population of about 25000 to 50000 in 

plain and coastal areas and a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or 

tribal areas. 
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26. Cyber Safe Women Initiative, sometime seen in the news, is launched by 

which of the following state? 

 (a) Kerala 

 (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Maharashtra 

 (d) Gujarat 

 

Solution: C 

 

Maharashtra Government has launched a ‘Cyber Safe Women’ initiative 

under which awareness camps will be held across all the districts of the state 

regarding cyber safety. 

In a statement, Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has said the initiative will 

help in educating women about how the web is used by anti-social elements 

and child predators to commit various types of crimes. 

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding Irrawaddy Dolphins 

1. They are endemic to Indian Ocean 

2. The protection of these dolphins is crucial to Ganga river system 

3. It is an endangered species 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris) is a euryhaline species of 

oceanic dolphin found in discontinuous subpopulations near sea coasts and 

in estuaries and rivers in parts of the Bay of Bengal and Southeast Asia. 

The protection of the Irrawaddy dolphin is crucial for the overall health of the 

Mekong River—home to an estimated 1,100 species of fish. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/irrawaddy-dolphin  

 

28. Which of the following languages is/are included in Eighth Schedule of 

Indian Constitution? 

1. Sanskrit 

2. English 

3. Hindi 

4. Sindhi 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 
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The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India lists the official languages 

of the Republic of India. 

 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding Curative Petition 

1. The concept of the curative petition is supported by Article 137of the 

Indian Constitution 

2. A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final 

conviction is dismissed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The concept of the curative petition was first evolved by the Supreme Court 

of India in Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra and another case (2002) on 

the question whether an aggrieved person is entitled to any relief against the 

final judgement/order of the Supreme Court, even after the dismissal of a 

review petition. 

The concept of the curative petition is supported by Article 137 of the Indian 

Constitution. It provides that in the matter of laws and rules made under 

Article 145, the Supreme Court has the power to review any judgement 

pronounced (or order made) by it. Such a petition needs to be filed within 30 

days from the date of judgement or order. 

A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final conviction 

is dismissed. It can be entertained if the petitioner establishes that there was 
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a violation of the principles of natural justice, and that he was not heard by 

the court before passing an order. 

 

30. Which of the following is/are invasive species in India? 

1. Common water hyacinth 

2. Lantana Camara 

3. Eucalyptus 

4. Prosopis juliflora 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 2 and 4 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

An alien plant also referred to as exotic, introduced, foreign, non-indigenous 

or non-native, is one that has been introduced by humans intentionally or 

otherwise through human agency or accidentally from one region to another. 

An alien plant that has escaped from its original ecosystem and is reproducing 

on its own in the regional flora is considered a naturalized species. Those 

naturalized aliens that become so successful as to spread in the flora and 

displace native biota or threatens valued environmental, agricultural or 

personal resources by the damage it causes are considered invasive. 

Some of India’s most notorious invasives include lantana, parthenium, Siam 

weed, Mexican devil (Ageratina adenophora) and mesquite (Prosopis 

juliflora). The water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) has invaded many 

inland water bodies, while alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides) 

invades both aquatic and terrestrial habitats in India. 

All the species given above are invasive species. 

https://india.mongabay.com/2019/06/what-are-invasive-plants/ 
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DAY – 31  

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding Bureau of Energy Efficiency 

1. It has been set up under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 

2. It works under Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

3. It is responsible for spearheading the improvement of energy 

efficiency of the economy through various regulatory and promotional 

instruments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency: 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency is a statutory body set up under the Energy 

Conservation Act, 2001. 

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency assists the government in developing policies 

and strategies with a thrust on self-regulation and market principles with the 

primary objective of reducing the energy intensity of the Indian economy 

within the overall framework of the Energy Conservation Act, 2001. 

It is responsible for spearheading the improvement of energy efficiency of the 

economy through various regulatory and promotional instruments. 

It works under Ministry of Power 

It coordinates with State level agencies and energy consumers to perform 

functions and exercise powers that may be necessary for efficient use of 

energy and its conservation in India. 

 

32. World’s fastest-growing cities survey has been conducted by 

(a) UNESCO 

(b) United Nations Development Programme 

(c) World Bank 
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(d) Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

 

Solution: D 

 

World’s fastest-growing cities 

Three Indian cities have been listed as the world’s fastest-growing urban 

areas, a survey by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) revealed. 

Cities are ranked based on “Total % change, 2015-20 forecast”. 

The list is based on data from the United Nations Population Division. 

Malappuram, Kozhikode and Kollam were the only three cities to make it to 

the top 10 of the world’s fastest-growing cities. 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding Political Parties Registration 

Tracking Management System. 

1. It has been launched  by Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

2. It will allow them to track their registration applications submitted to 

the poll panel on a real-time basis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System: 

It is a new online tracking system for political parties launched recently by 

the Election Commission of India. 

It will allow them to track their registration applications submitted to the poll 

panel on a real-time basis. 

It will apply for parties registering from January 1, 2020. 
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It will enable those applying for the party registration from January 1 to track 

the progress of their application using the system. The users will get status 

updates through SMS and e-mail. 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding Review petition 

1. Review petition is to be filed within 45 days of the pronouncement of 

judgment 

2. Only parties to a case can seek a review of the judgment on it. 

3. When a review takes place, the Court will take fresh stock of the case. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

Review petition: 

Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its 

judgments or orders. 

When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock 

of the case but to correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of 

justice. 

The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent error” and 

not “minor mistakes of inconsequential import”. 

As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person 

aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. However, the court exercises its 

discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds for 

seeking the review. 

A review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. 

While a judgment is the final decision in a case, an order is an interim ruling 

that is subject to its final verdict. 

 

35. Consider the following statements regarding Zonal council 

1. Zonal councils are constitutional bodies 
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2. They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 

3. Each chief minister acts as a vice-chairman of the council by rotation, 

holding office for a period of 3 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Zonal councils: 

Statutory bodies established under the States Reorganisation Act 1956 and 

not constitutional bodies. 

They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 

Aim:  to promote interstate cooperation and coordination. 

There are 5 five Zonal councils namely: 

The Northern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Haryana, Himachal 

Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of 

Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh. 

The Central Zonal Council, comprising the States of Chhattisgarh, 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Bihar, Jharkhand, 

Orissa, and West Bengal. 

The Western Zonal Council, comprising the States of Goa, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra and the Union Territories of Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar 

Haveli. 

The Southern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of 

Puducherry. 

The North Eastern States i.e. (i) Assam (ii) Arunachal Pradesh (iii) Manipur 

(iv) Tripura (v) Mizoram (vi) Meghalaya (vii) Sikkim and (viii) Nagaland are not 

included in the Zonal Councils and their special problems are looked after by 

the North Eastern Council, set up under the North Eastern Council Act, 1972. 
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Composition: 

Chairman – The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these 

Councils. 

Vice Chairman – The Chief Ministers of the States included in each zone act 

as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal Council for that zone by rotation, each holding 

office for a period of one year at a time. 

Members– Chief Minister and two other Ministers as nominated by the 

Governor from each of the States and two members from Union Territories 

included in the zone. 

Advisers– One person nominated by the Planning Commission (which has 

been replaced by NITI Ayog now) for each of the Zonal Councils, Chief 

Secretaries and another officer/Development Commissioner nominated by 

each of the States included in the Zone. 

Union Ministers are also invited to participate in the meetings of Zonal 

Councils depending upon necessity. 

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding Saansad Adarsh Gram 

Yojana 

1. It was launched on the occasion of birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhiji 

2. The district Collector will be the nodal officer for implementing the 

SAGY 

3. Nominated MPs can also choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural 

area of any district in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana: 

Launched in 2014, it is a village development project under which each 

Member of Parliament will take the responsibility of developing physical and 

institutional infrastructure in three villages by 2019. 
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The goal is to develop three Adarsh Grams or model villages by March 2019, 

of which one would be achieved by 2016. Thereafter, five such Adarsh Grams 

(one per year) will be selected and developed by 2024. 

The Project was launched on the occasion of birth anniversary of Lok Nayak 

Jai Prakash Narayan. 

Implementation: 

The scheme will be implemented through a village development plan that 

would be prepared for every identified gram panchayat with special focus on 

enabling every poor household to come out of poverty. 

The constituency fund, MPLADS, would be available to fill critical financing 

gaps. 

Nominated MPs may choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of any 

district in the country. 

The planning process in each village will be a participatory exercise 

coordinated by the District Collector. The MP will play an active facilitating 

role in this exercise. 

Adoption and adaptation of technology and introduction of innovations are 

critical to this programme. This will include use of space application and 

remote sensing for planning, mobile based technology for monitoring, 

agriculture technology for increasing productivity etc. 

At the state level there will be an Empowered Committee headed by the Chief 

Secretary consisting of the relevant Departments and including experts, as 

required with at least two Civil Society representatives. 

The district Collector will be the nodal officer for implementing the SAGY. He 

will conduct a monthly review meeting with representatives of the 

participating Line Departments. The Members of Parliament concerned will 

chair the review meetings. 

SAGY gives focus to community participation. Social mobilization of village 

community can trigger a chain of other development activities in the village. 

 

37. The term ‘shamlat land’, often seen in the news, is related to 

(a) Jhum cultivation in Arunachal Pradesh. 

(b) It is owned by the village panchayat in Punjab 

(c) cattle grazing land in Karnataka 

(d) Enemy Property in Kashmir 

 

Solution: B 
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Punjab state Cabinet recently approved an amendment to the Village 

Common Land (Regulation) Rules, 1964, allowing panchayats to sell 

shamlat land to industrial houses, entrepreneurs, businessmen, and 

companies for setting up micro, small and medium industrial units. 

shamlat land: 

Three categories of common land in Punjab villages are: 

• ‘Shamlat’ land is owned by the village panchayat. 

• ‘Jumla mushtraka malkan’ is land in a common pool made with 

villagers’ personal contributions, and is managed by the panchayat. 

• ‘Gau charan’, too belongs to the panchayat, and is for cattle grazing. 

Shamlat land is mainly used for cultivation, and is allotted for this through 

an open auction that is conducted by the Rural Development and Panchayat 

Department every year. 

 

38. Consider the following statements regarding Annual Status of Education 

Report (ASER) 

1. This is an Biennial survey 

2. It is a school based survey, all tasks were done one-on-one with 

children in their schools. 

3. It aims to provide reliable estimates of children’s enrolment and basic 

learning levels for each district and state in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution:  B 

 

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2019 has been published by 

education non-profit Pratham. 

This is an annual survey 
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It aims to provide reliable estimates of children’s enrolment and basic learning 

levels for each district and state in India. 

ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural districts of India. 

It is the largest citizen-led survey in India. 

It is also the only annual source of information on children’s learning 

outcomes available in India today. 

Unlike most other large-scale learning assessments, ASER is a household-

based rather than school-based survey. This design enables all children to be 

included – those who have never been to school or have dropped out, as well 

as those who are in government schools, private schools, religious schools or 

anywhere else. 

How the survey was conducted? 

The survey was conducted in 26 districts across 24 states in India, covering 

a total of 1,514 villages, 30,425 households, and 36,930 children in the age 

group of 4-8 years. 

The sampled children’s enrolment status in pre-school or school was 

collected. Children did a variety of cognitive, early language, and early 

numeracy tasks; and activities to assess the children’s social and emotional 

development were also undertaken. 

All tasks were done one-on-one with children in their homes. 

 

39. Consider the following statements regarding Integrated Road Accident 

Database 

1. It will be implemented by National Highways Authority of India 

2. It is being supported by the World Bank. 

3. It will help in analyzing causes of road crashes and in devising safety 

interventions to reduce such accidents in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: B 
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Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD): 

Developed by the Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M). 

It will be implemented by the National Informatics Centre. 

The project costs ₹258 crore and is being supported by the World Bank. 

The system will be first piloted in the six States with highest fatalities from 

road crashes — Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil 

Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 

It will help in analysing causes of road crashes and in devising safety 

interventions to reduce such accidents in the country. 

How it works? 

The IRAD mobile application will enable police personnel to enter details 

about a road accident, along with photos and videos, following which a unique 

ID will be created for the incident. 

Subsequently, an engineer from the Public Works Department or the local 

body will receive an alert on his mobile device. 

He or she will then visit the accident site, examine it, and feed the required 

details, such as the road design. 

Data thus collected will be analysed by a team at IIT-M, which will then 

suggest if corrective measures in road design need to be taken. 

Road users will also be able to upload data on road accidents on a separate 

mobile application, which is expected to go live from April 1. 

 

40. The Non-Proliferation Treaty is a multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the 

spread of nuclear weapons. Which includes: 

1. Non-proliferation 

2. Disarmament 

3. Peaceful use of nuclear energy 

4. No first use policy 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given below 

 (a) 1 and 4 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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Solution: C 

 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): 

• The NPT is a multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear 

weapons including three elements: (1) non-proliferation, (2) 

disarmament, and (3) peaceful use of nuclear energy. These elements 

constitute a “grand bargain” between the five nuclear weapon states and 

the non-nuclear weapon states. 

• The treaty was signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1970. Presently, 

it has 190 member states. 

Implications: 

• States without nuclear weapons will not acquire them. 

• States with nuclear weapons will pursue disarmament. 

• All states can access nuclear technology for peaceful purposes, under 

safeguards. 

Key provisions: 

The Treaty defines nuclear weapon states (NWS) as those that had 

manufactured and detonated a nuclear explosive device prior to 1 January 

1967. All the other states are therefore considered non-nuclear weapon states 

(NNWS). 

The five nuclear weapon states are China, France, Russia, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States. 

The Treaty does not affect the right of state parties to develop, produce, and 

use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 

Role of states: 

Nuclear weapon states are not to transfer to any recipient whatsoever nuclear 

weapons and not to assist, encourage, or induce any NNWS to manufacture 

or otherwise acquire them. 

Non-nuclear weapons states are not to receive nuclear weapons from any 

transferor, and are not to manufacture or acquire them. 

NNWS must accept the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

safeguards on all nuclear materials on their territories or under their control. 

 

41. Consider the following statements regarding Small finance banks 

1. Small finance banks are exempted from maintaining Cash Reserve 

Ratio and Statutory Liquidity Ratio. 
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2. They can take small deposits and disburse loans. 

3. They can set up subsidiaries to undertake non-banking financial 

services activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Small finance banks: 

The small finance bank will primarily undertake basic banking activities of 

acceptance of deposits and lending to unserved and underserved sections 

including small business units, small and marginal farmers, micro and small 

industries and unorganised sector entities. 

What they can do? 

• Take small deposits and disburse loans. 

• Distribute mutual funds, insurance products and other simple third-

party financial products. 

• Lend 75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority sector. 

• Maximum loan size would be 10% of capital funds to single borrower, 15% 

to a group. 

• Minimum 50% of loans should be up to 25 lakhs. 

• The small finance banks will be subject to Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and 

Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR). 

What they cannot do? 

Lend to big corporates and groups. 

Cannot open branches with prior RBI approval for first five years. 

Other financial activities of the promoter must not mingle with the bank. 

It cannot set up subsidiaries to undertake non-banking financial services 

activities. 

Cannot be a business correspondent of any bank. 
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The guidelines they need to follow: 

Promoter must contribute minimum 40% equity capital and should be 

brought down to 30% in 10 years. 

Minimum paid-up capital would be Rs 100 cr. 

Capital adequacy ratio should be 15% of risk weighted assets, Tier-I should 

be 7.5%. 

Foreign shareholding capped at 74% of paid capital, FPIs cannot hold more 

than 24%. 

Priority sector lending requirement of 75% of total adjusted net bank credit. 

50% of loans must be up to Rs 25 lakh. 

 

 

42. The Rann Utsav is celebrated in which of the following state? 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Assam 

 (c) Gujarat 

 (d) Kerala 

 

Solution: C 

 

Gujarat is well known across the world for its culture and traditional festivals. 

One of the most popular festival is rann utsav (Rann means desert). Rann 

Utsav also known as Rann of Kutch Festival or Kutch Utsav. People from 
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all over the world are visiting the Great Rann of Kutch to experience a unique 

festival. The festival also shows the natural beauty of White Rann. Rann 

Utsav also demonstrates the culture of Kutch and the state as well. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding World Sustainable 

Development Summit 

1. It has been launched by the United Nations General Assembly 

2. It is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the developing 

world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

World Sustainable Development Summit: 

It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute 

(TERI). 

It is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the developing world. 

It provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss and 

deliberate over climatic issues of universal importance. 

It strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global community 

by assembling the world’s most enlightened leaders and thinkers on a single 

platform. 

It is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development Summit 

(DSDS) which was initiated in 2001 with the aim of making ‘sustainable 

development’ a globally shared goal 

The theme of the 2020 edition of the Summit is ‘Towards 2030 Goals: 

Making the Decade Count’. 
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44. Consider the following statements regarding Agricultural and Processed 

Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) 

1. It is an apex body under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ 

Welfare 

2. It was established under APMC Act 2003 

3. It is mandated with responsibility of promotion and development of 

the export of its scheduled products which includes all agricultural 

products. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA): 

• The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) was established by the Government of India under the 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

Act 1985. 

• The Authority replaced the Processed Food Export Promotion Council 

(PFEPC). 

• APEDA, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries, promotes export 

of agricultural and processed food products from India. 

• It is mandated with responsibility of promotion and development of the 

export of its scheduled products which includes all agricultural products. 

APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and 

development of the following scheduled products: 

• Fruits, Vegetables and their Products. 

• Meat and Meat Products. 

• Poultry and Poultry Products. 

• Dairy Products. 
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• Confectionery, Biscuits and Bakery Products. 

• Honey, Jaggery and Sugar Products. 

• Cocoa and its products, chocolates of all kinds. 

• Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages. 

• Cereal and Cereal Products. 

• Groundnuts, Peanuts and Walnuts. 

• Pickles, Papads and Chutneys. 

• Guar Gum. 

• Floriculture and Floriculture Products. 

• Herbal and Medicinal Plants. 

Administrative set up: 

Chairman – Appointed by the Central Government. 

Director – Appointed by APEDA. 

Secretary – Appointed by the Central Government. 

Other Officers and Staff – Appointed by the Authority. 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding Public Credit Registry 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Finance 

2. It will be an extensive database of credit information for India that is 

accessible to all stakeholders. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Public Credit Registry: 

It has been set up RBI 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  41 INSIGHTS IAS 

The PCR will be an extensive database of credit information for India that 

is accessible to all stakeholders. The idea is to capture all relevant 

information in one large database on the borrower and, in particular, the 

borrower’s entire set of borrowing contracts and outcomes. 

The proposed PCR will also include data from entities like market regulator 

Sebi, the corporate affairs ministry, Goods and Service Tax Network 

(GSTN) and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) to enable 

banks and financial institutions to get a 360-degree profile of the existing as 

well as prospective borrowers on a real-time basis. 

Generally, a PCR is managed by a public authority like the central bank or 

the banking supervisor, and reporting of loan details to the PCR by lenders 

and/or borrowers is mandated by law. 

The contractual terms and outcomes covered and the threshold above which 

the contracts are to be reported vary in different jurisdictions, but the idea is 

to capture all relevant information in one large database on the borrower, in 

particular, the borrower’s entire set of borrowing contracts and outcomes. 

 

DAY – 32  

 

46. Consider the following statements regarding World Sustainable 

Development Summit 

1. It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute 

(TERI). 

2. It brings together Nobel laureates, political leaders, decision-makers 

from bilateral and multilateral institutions, business leader on a 

common platform to deliberate on issues related to sustainable 

development. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) is the annual flagship 

event of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). Instituted in 2001, the 
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Summit series has marked 20 years in its journey of making ‘sustainable 

development’ a globally shared goal. 

The World Sustainable Development Summit brings together Nobel laureates, 

political leaders, decision-makers from bilateral and multilateral institutions, 

business leaders, high-level functionaries from the diplomatic corps, 

scientists and researchers, media personnel, and members of civil society; on 

a common platform to deliberate on issues related to sustainable 

development. 

http://wsds.teriin.org/about-wsds.php  

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding Spitzer Space Telescope 

1. It was one of NASA’s four Great Observatories, along with the Hubble 

Space Telescope, the Chandra X-ray Observatory and the Compton 

Gamma Ray Observatory. 

2. Spitzer studied comets and asteroids in our own solar system and 

found a previously unidentified ring around Saturn. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Launched in 2003, Spitzer was one of NASA’s four Great Observatories, 

along with the Hubble Space Telescope, the Chandra X-ray Observatory and 

the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory. The Great Observatories program 

demonstrated the power of using different wavelengths of light to create a 

fuller picture of the universe. 

“Spitzer has taught us about entirely new aspects of the cosmos and taken us 

many steps further in understanding how the universe works, addressing 

questions about our origins, and whether or not are we alone,” said Thomas 

Zurbuchen, associate administrator of NASA’s Science Mission Directorate in 

Washington. 

“This Great Observatory has also identified some important and new 

questions and tantalizing objects for further study, mapping a path for future 

investigations to follow. Its immense impact on science certainly will last well 

beyond the end of its mission.” 
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Among its many scientific contributions, Spitzer studied comets and 

asteroids in our own solar system and found a previously unidentified ring 

around Saturn. It studied star and planet formation, the evolution of galaxies 

from the ancient universe to today, and the composition of interstellar dust. 

It also proved to be a powerful tool for detecting exoplanets and characterizing 

their atmospheres. 

https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-s-spitzer-space-telescope-ends-

mission-of-astronomical-discovery/  

 

48. Global Investment Trend Monitor report, sometime seen in the news, is 

compiled by 

(a) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(b) World Bank 

(c) International Monetary Fund 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Global Investment Trend Monitor report, compiled by United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), has been released. 

Key findings: 

India- specific: 

• India was among the top 10 recipients of Foreign Direct Investment 

in 2019, attracting $49 billion in inflows, a 16 per cent increase from the 

previous year. 

Global scenario: 

• The global foreign direct investment remained flat in 2019 at $1.39 trillion, 

a one per cent decline from a revised $1.41 trillion in 2018. 

• Reasons: This is against the backdrop of weaker macroeconomic 

performance and policy uncertainty for investors, including trade 

tensions. 

• Developing economies continue to absorb more than half of global FDI 

flows. 

• South Asia recorded a 10 per cent increase in FDI to $60 billion and this 

growth was driven by India, with a 16 per cent increase in inflows to an 

estimated $49 billion. 
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• The FDI flows to developed countries remained at a historically low level, 

decreasing by a further six per cent to an estimated $643 billion. 

• There was zero-growth of flows to United States, which received $251 

billion FDI in 2019, as compared to $254 billion in 2018, the report said. 

• Despite this, the United States remained the largest recipient of FDI, 

followed by China with flows of $140 billion and Singapore with $110 

billion. 

• The FDI in the UK was down six per cent as Brexit unfolded. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/global-investment-trend-

monitor-report/  

 

49. Juice jacking, sometime seen in the news, is related to 

(a) Innovative Farming process developed in Israel. 

(b) Cyber-attack 

(c) Strategy of United States to tackle China in South China Sea 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct. 

 

Solution: B 

 

Juice jacking is a type of cyber-attack involving a charging port that 

doubles as a data connection, typically over USB. This often involves either 

installing malware or surreptitiously copying sensitive data from a smart 

phone, tablet, or other computer device. 

Mobile phones can get infected through a type of cyber-attack called Juice 

Jacking. A USB port is not simply a power socket, you can also use it to 

transfer and sync your data. 

A hacker can tamper with a USB charging port at a public charging station 

to steal passwords and export data. 

The main way to avoid juice jacking is to stay away from public charging 

stations or portable wall chargers. Carry a personal charger or a power bank 

or use USB condoms which are adaptors that allow the power transfer but 

don’t connect the data transfer pins. Switch off your phone or lock your phone 

and then plug it into the charging port. But this technique only works on few 

mobile models. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/juice-jacking-and-how-

can-it-be-avoided/article30819257.ece  
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50. Consider the following statements regarding Lithium Sulphur (Li-S) 

Battery 

1. Li-S batteries are generally considered to be the successors of the 

Lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries. 

2. The cost of production of Li-S battery is way costlier than normal 

batteries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Lithium sulphur batteries are generally considered to be the successors of 

the Lithium ion (Li-ion) batteries because of their lower cost of 

production, energy efficiency and improved safety. Their cost of 

production is lower because sulphur is abundantly available. 

There have been some difficulties when it comes to commercialising these 

batteries, mainly due to their short life cycle and poor instantaneous power 

capabilities. 

The Li–S batteries are promising because of the high energy density, low 

cost, and natural abundance of sulfur material. However, these advantages 

can be achieved only when the Li–S battery uses elemental sulfur as the 

cathode active material and the sulfur approaches the theoretical capacity 

with low process cost. 

In recent years, great improvement in the cycling performances of Li–S 

batteries has been made; however, all these achievements are obtained in 

exchange for the energy density and process cost. 

 

51. Non-Nuclear Aggression Agreement, sometime seen in the news, is a 

bilateral agreement between 

(a) India and China 

(b) China and United States 

(c) India and Pakistan 

(d) Iran and United States 
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Solution: C 

 

The Non-nuclear aggression agreement is a bilateral and nuclear weapons 

control treaty between the two South Asian states, India and Pakistan, on 

the reduction (or limitation) of nuclear arms and pledged not to attack or 

assist foreign powers to attack on each’s nuclear installations and facilities. 

According to the treaty, both countries inform each other of their nuclear 

installations and facilities on the 1st of January every year. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-Nuclear_Aggression_Agreement  

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Maternity Benefit 

(Amendment) Act, 2017. 

1. It provides for full paid absence from work for a period of 12 weeks 

to take care of the child. 

2. Every establishment having 50 or more employees are required to 

have a mandatory creche facility. 

3. It makes mandatory for employers to educate women about the 

maternity benefits available to them at the time of their appointment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Features of Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 

It provides for full paid absence from work for a period of 26 weeks (earlier 

12 weeks) to take care of the child. 

To be eligible for maternity benefit, a woman must have been working as an 

employee in the establishment for a period of at least 80 days in the past 12 

months. 

For women who are expecting after having 2 children, the duration of paid 

maternity leave shall be 12 weeks. 
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Maternity leave of 12 weeks also available to mothers adopting a child below 

the age of three months from the date of adoption as well as to the 

“commissioning mothers”. 

The Act makes it mandatory for employers to educate women about the 

maternity benefits available to them at the time of their appointment. 

Every establishment having 50 or more employees are required to have a 

mandatory creche facility. 

It makes mandatory for employers to educate women about the maternity 

benefits available to them at the time of their appointment. 

https://www.icsi.edu/media/portals/22/Article%20on%20MBA%20Act,%2

02017.pdf  

 

53. Which of the following is/are included in Reciprocal trade agreements? 

1. Preferential arrangements 

2. Free trade agreements 

3. Customs unions 

4. Common markets 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Reciprocal trade agreements: 

Countries use bilateral/regional trade agreements to increase market 

access and expand trade in foreign markets. These agreements are called 

reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs) because members grant special 

advantages to each other. 

RTAs include many types of agreements, such as preferential arrangements, 

free trade agreements, customs unions, and common markets, in which 

members agree to open their markets to each other’s exports by lowering trade 

barriers. 
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Need: They have become an increasingly prominent feature of the multilateral 

trading system in recent years, in part, because of stalled global negotiations 

taking place under the auspices of the World Trade Organization (WTO). Many 

observers believe that RTAs deepen market integration and complement 

efforts by the WTO to liberalize international markets. While 

acknowledging that RTAs can open up markets, other observers contend that 

these agreements also distort trade and discriminate against nonmember 

countries. 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding Open Market Operations 

1. It aims to regulate the money supply in the economy. 

2. RBI carries out the OMO directly with the public. 

3. These operations are conducted only on quarterly basis in a manner 

that balances inflation while helping banks continue to lend. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Open Market Operations: 

Open market operations is the sale and purchase of government securities 

and treasury bills by RBI or the central bank of the country. 

The objective of OMO is to regulate the money supply in the economy. 

RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly 

deal with the public. 

Features: When the RBI wants to increase the money supply in the economy, 

it purchases the government securities from the market and it sells 

government securities to suck out liquidity from the system. 

These operations are often conducted on a day-to-day basis in a manner that 

balances inflation while helping banks continue to lend. 
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55. Consider the following statements regarding Taal volcano 

1. It is a volcano on the island of Luzon in Philippines 

2. It is classified as a “complex” volcano 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Taal volcano 

It is a volcano on the island of Luzon in Philippines. 

It erupted recently. 

Taal is classified as a “complex” volcano by the Philippine Institute of 

Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS). 

A complex volcano, also called a compound volcano, is defined as one that 

consists of a complex of two or more vents, or a volcano that has an 

associated volcanic dome, either in its crater or on its flanks. Examples 

include Vesuvius, besides Taal. 

The Taal volcano does not rise from the ground as a distinct, singular dome 

but consists of multiple stratovolcanoes (volcanoes susceptible to explosive 

eruptions), conical hills and craters of all shapes and sizes. 

 

56. Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary is often seen in the news, is located in 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Kerala 

 (c) Assam 

 (d) Madhya Pradesh 

 

Solution: D 
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The Supreme Court lifted its seven-year stay on a proposal to introduce 

African cheetahs from Namibia into the Indian habitat on an experimental 

basis. The plan was to revive the Indian cheetah population. In May 2012, 

the top court had stalled the plan to initiate the foreign cheetahs into the 

Palpur Kuno sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh fearing they may come into 

conflict with a parallel and a much-delayed project to reintroduce lions into 

the same sanctuary. 

 

57. Consider the following statements regarding Economic Census 

1. It is being conducted by Ministry of Finance 

2. It is conducted every year. 

3. It provides disaggregated information on various operational and 

structural variables of all establishments of the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Economic Censuses: 

It is being conducted by Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation to provide disaggregated information on various operational 

and structural aspects of all establishments in the country. 

Launched in 1976 as a plan scheme. 

Coverage: All entrepreneurial units in the country which are involved in any 

economic activities of either agricultural or non-agricultural sector which are 

engaged in production and/or distribution of goods and/or services not for 

the sole purpose of own consumption. 

Objective: It provides detailed information on operational and other 

characteristics such as number of establishments, number of persons 

employed, source of finance, type of ownership etc. 

Significance: This information used for micro level/ decentralized planning 

and to assess contribution of various sectors of the economy in the gross 

domestic product (GDP). 
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Total Six Economic Censuses (EC) have been conducted till date. First one 

was conducted in 1977 by CSO. 

It is conducted every five years 

Implementing agency: MoSPI has partnered with Common Service Centres, 

CSC e-Governance Services India Limited, a Special Purpose Vehicle under 

the MEITY as the implementing agency. 

 

58. The term Nagpur Resolution is recently in news, is related to 

 (a) Cyber crimes 

 (b) Disaster management 

 (c) Good Governance 

 (d) Child protection 

 

Solution: C 

 

‘Nagpur Resolution: A holistic approach for empowering citizens’: 

The ‘Nagpur Resolution – A holistic approach for empowering citizens’ has 

been adopted at the end of the Regional Conference on ‘Improving Public 

Service Delivery – Role of Governments’, held recently in Nagpur, 

Maharashtra. 

The conference was organised by the Department of Administrative 

Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), Government of India, in 

collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and the Maharashtra 

State Commission for Right to Public Services. 

Previously, the Shillong Declaration and the Jammu Resolution have been 

adopted for good governance. 

Overview of the resolution: 

As per the resolution, the GOI, the Government of Maharashtra and other 

participating States shall collaborate to: 

• To empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service 

delivery through timely updation of citizens charters, implementation of 

enactments and benchmarking standards for continuous improvement; 

• To empower citizens by adopting a bottom-up approach to bring massive 

improvements in quality of grievance redressal and reduction in timelines 

of grievance redressal; 
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• To adopt a holistic approach of systemic public grievance reforms 

through improved mapping, formulation of monitoring matrix, data 

collection and evaluation in quality of grievance redressal; 

• To provide an enabling environment for States and 

Ministries/Departments of the Government of India for creating web 

portals and to adopt a holistic approach for improved service delivery 

through digital platforms; 

• To focus on dynamic policy-making and strategic decisions, monitoring 

of implementation, appointment of key personnel, coordination and 

evaluation; 

• To achieve a sense of common identity by exchange of technical 

expertise in the areas of Improved Service Delivery between the paired 

States under the Ek Bharat – Shreshth Bharat Program; 

• To ensure timely publication of Good Governance Index to identify the 

quality of governance in 10 sectors especially those pertaining to welfare 

and infrastructure at the Union, State and District levels. 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Merchant Discount Rate 

1. It is the sum total of all the charges and taxes that a digital payment 

entails. 

2. It is expressed in percentage of transaction amount. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Merchant Discount Rate: 

It is a fee charged from a merchant by a bank for accepting payments from 

customers through credit and debit cards in their establishments. It is the 

sum total of all the charges and taxes that a digital payment entails. 

MDR compensates the card issuing bank, the lender which puts the PoS 

terminal and payment gateways such as Mastercard or Visa for their 

services. 
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MDR charges are usually shared in pre-agreed proportion between the bank 

and a merchant and is expressed in percentage of transaction amount. 

Why in News? From January onwards, all companies with a turnover of 

Rs 50 crore or more need to provide the facility of payment through RuPay 

Debit card and UPI QR code to their customers, under which no MDR fee 

will be charged from customers as well as merchants. 

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding PUNCH mission 

1. It has been jointly launched by NASA and European Space Agency 

2. It will focus directly on the Sun’s outer atmosphere, the corona, and 

how it generates the solar wind. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

PUNCH mission 

It has been launched by NASA 

It is focused on understanding the transition of particles from the Sun’s outer 

corona to the solar wind that fills interplanetary space. 

The mission will focus directly on the Sun’s outer atmosphere, the corona, 

and how it generates the solar wind. 

It will consist of a constellation of four microsatellites that through 

continuous 3D deep-field imaging, will observe the corona and heliosphere 

as elements of a single, connected system. 

The mission is expected to be launched in 2022. 
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DAY – 33  

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding Shyama Prasad Mukherji 

Rurban Mission 

1. It is being jointly launched by Ministry of Rural Development and 

Ministry of Urban Affairs 

2. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

3. It aims to develop 300 rurban clusters in next five years 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

SPMRM is a scheme launched by the Ministry of Rural Development 

(MoRD) in 2016 to deliver integrated project based infrastructure in the rural 

areas, which will also include development of economic activities and skill 

development. 

It is now a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 

Funding: Shared between the Centre and the State in a ratio of 60:40 for 

Plain area States and 90:10 for Himalayan and NE States. 

The Mission aims at development of 300 Rurban clusters, in five years. 

The objective is to give a boost to economic activities, skill development and 

infrastructure amenities in the regions. 

Development: Under the mission, the Central government in coordination 

with the district administration has taken measures to bring about multi-

layered phased development of the rural gram panchayats and villages on the 

lines of urban cities with proper civic amenities keeping the soul of villages 

intact. 
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62. Consider the following statements regarding Delimitation Commission 

1. Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every 

five years. 

2. The commission is comprised of retired Supreme Court judge, the 

Chief Election Commissioner and the respective State Election 

Commissioners. 

3. Its orders are not final and can be questioned before Supreme Court. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Delimitation Commission 

• Delimitation is carried out by an independent Delimitation Commission. 
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• The Constitution mandates that its orders are final and cannot be 

questioned before any court as it would hold up an election indefinitely. 

• Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every 

Census. 

• Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets up a Delimitation 

Commission. 

Composition: The commission is made up of a retired Supreme Court judge, 

the Chief Election Commissioner and the respective State Election 

Commissioners. 

Functions: The Commission is supposed to determine the number and 

boundaries of constituencies in a way that the population of all seats, so far 

as practicable, is the same. The Commission is also tasked with identifying 

seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes; these are where 

their population is relatively large. 

All this is done on the basis of the latest Census and, in case of difference of 

opinion among members of the Commission, the opinion of the majority 

prevails. 

The draft proposals of the Delimitation Commission are published in the 

Gazette of India, official gazettes of the states concerned and at least two 

vernacular papers for public feedback. 

The Commission also holds public sittings. After hearing the public, it 

considers objections and suggestions, received in writing or orally during 

public sittings, and carries out changes, if any, in the draft proposal. 

The final order is published in the Gazette of India and the State Gazette and 

comes into force on a date specified by the President. 

 

63. Consider the following statements regarding Private member’s Bill 

1. Private member’s Bills can be introduced and discussed on any day. 

2. Its introduction in the House requires 15 days’ notice 

3. No private member’s Bill has been passed by Parliament since 1970. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: C 

 

Private member’s Bill: 

Any MP who is not a Minister is referred to as a private member. 

The admissibility is decided by the Chairman for Rajya Sabha and Speaker 

in the case of Lok Sabha. 

The procedure is roughly the same for both Houses: 

The Member must give at least a month’s notice before the Bill can be listed 

for introduction. 

The House secretariat examines it for compliance with constitutional 

provisions and rules on legislation before listing. 

While government Bills can be introduced and discussed on any day, private 

member’s Bills can be introduced and discussed only on Fridays. 

As per PRS Legislative, no private member’s Bill has been passed by 

Parliament since 1970. To date, Parliament has passed 14 such Bills, six of 

them in 1956. In the 14th Lok Sabha, of the over 300 private member’s Bills 

introduced, roughly four per cent were discussed, the remaining 96 per cent 

lapsed without a single dialogue. 

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding Gram Nyayalayas 

1. They are bound by the rules of evidence provided in the Indian 

Evidence Act, 1872 

2. They have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the offences. 

3. The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are fixed by the 

respective District courts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  58 INSIGHTS IAS 

Gram Nyayalayas 

Gram Nyayalayas or village courts are established under the Gram 

Nyayalayas Act, 2008 for speedy and easy access to justice system in the 

rural areas of India. 

The Act came into force from 2 October 2009. 

The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a Nyayadhikari, who will have 

the same power, enjoy same salary and benefits of a Judicial Magistrate of 

First Class. Such Nyayadhikari are to be appointed by the State 

Government in consultation with the respective High Court. 

A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction over an area specified by a notification 

by the State Government in consultation with the respective High Court. 

The Court can function as a mobile court at any place within the 

jurisdiction of such Gram Nyayalaya, after giving wide publicity to that 

regards. 

They have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the offences. 

The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are fixed by the respective 

High Courts. 

Gram Nyayalayas has been given power to accept certain evidences which 

would otherwise not be acceptable under Indian Evidence Act. 

Gram Nyayalayas can follow special procedures in civil matters, in a 

manner it deem just and reasonable in the interest of justice. 

Gram Nyayalayas allow for conciliation of the dispute and settlement of 

the same in the first instance. 

Gram Nyayalayas are not be bound by the rules of evidence provided in 

the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 but shall be guided by the principles of 

natural justice and subject to any rule made by the High Court. 

Appeals: 

Appeal in criminal cases shall lie to the Court of Session, which shall be heard 

and disposed of within a period of six months from the date of filing of such 

appeal. 

Appeal in civil cases shall lie to the District Court, which shall be heard and 

disposed of within a period of six months from the date of filing of the appeal. 

 

65. Kaipeng and the Malsom communities is recently seen in the news, are 

found in 

 (a) Assam 

 (b) Tripura 
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 (c) Mizoram 

 (d) Nagaland 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council (TTAADC) has 

passed resolutions to codify the customary laws of three tribal clans- Mizo, 

Kaipeng and Malsom. 

Other tribes in Tripura: 

Bhil.  Bhutia. Chaimal. 

Chakma. Garo.  Halam. 

Jamatia. Khashia. Kuki. 

Lepcha. Lushai. Mog. 

Munda. Noatia. Orang. Reang 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding Law Commission of India 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. Its recommendations are binding to the Ministry of Law and Justice. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Law commission of India: 

Law Commission of India is neither a constitutional body nor a statutory 

body, it is an executive body established by an order of the Government of 

India. Its major function is to work for legal reforms. 

Originally formed in 1955, the commission is reconstituted every three years 

and so far, 277 reports have been submitted to the government. 
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The last Law Commission, under Justice B.S. Chauhan (retd.), had submitted 

reports and working papers on key issues such as simultaneous elections to 

the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies and a uniform civil code. 

Recommendations are NOT binding 

 

Composition: 

Apart from having a full-time chairperson, the commission will have four full-

time members, including a member-secretary. 

Law and Legislative Secretaries in the Law Ministry will be the ex-officio 

members of the commission. 

It will also have not more than five part-time members. 

A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court will head the 

Commission. 

Roles and functions: 

The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central 

Government or suo motu, undertake research in law and review of existing 

laws in India for making reforms and enacting new legislation. 

It shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice 

delivery systems for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy disposal of 

cases, reduction in cost of litigation, etc. 

 

67. Consider the following pairs regarding schemes and states 

1. Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana : Uttar Pradesh 
2. The Rythu Bandhu scheme : Telangana 
3. KALIA : Odisha 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana is a scheme of the Government of Madhya 

Pradesh whereby the government pays farmers the difference between official 
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Minimum Support Price and the rate at which they sell their crops or Model 

Price whichever is higher. 

Rythu Bandhu scheme also Farmers’ Investment Support Scheme (FISS) 

is a welfare program to support farmer’s investment for two crops a year by 

the Government of Telangana. The government is providing 58.33 lakh 

farmers, ₹5000 per acre per season to support the farm investment, twice a 

year, for rabi (Yasangi) and kharif (Rainy) seasons. This is a first direct 

farmer investment support scheme in India, where the cash is paid directly. 

Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) is 

a support scheme of Odisha whose primary targets are small farmers, 

cultivators and landless agricultural labourers. The scheme involves 

payments to encourage cultivation and associated activities. 

 

68. Pakke tiger reserve is located in 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) West Bengal 

 (c) Madhya Pradesh 

 (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

Solution: D 

 

Pakke tiger reserve: 

Why in News? Arunachal Pradesh State government is planning to build a 

692.7 km highway through the Pakke Tiger Reserve (PTR) in East Kameng 

district. Named the East-West Industrial Corridor, the highway aims to 

connect Bhairabhunda in West Kameng district and Manmao in Changlang 

district along Arunachal Pradesh’s border with Assam. 

Pakke Tiger Reserve is also known as Pakhui Tiger Reserve. 

This Tiger Reserve has won India Biodiversity Award 2016 in the category 

of ‘Conservation of threatened species’ for its Hornbill Nest Adoption 

Programme. 

It is bounded by Bhareli or Kameng River in the west and north, and by 

Pakke River in the east. 

Neighbours: Papum Reserve Forest in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam’s Nameri 

National Park, Doimara Reserve Forest and Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary. 

The main perennial streams in the area are the Nameri, Khari and Upper 

Dikorai. West of Kameng River is Sessa Orchid Sanctuary. 
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69. Consider the following statements regarding Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 

1. The objective of the campaign is to promote social harmony, spread 

awareness about pro-poor initiatives of government. 

2. It is a campaign that is being organised on the occasion of Ambedkar 

Jayanti. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan is a campaign that is being organised on the occasion 

of Ambedkar Jayanti during the period 14th April to 05th May, 2018. 

Objectives of the campaign 

The campaign is undertaken under the name of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, 

Sabka Vikas”. 
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The objective of the campaign is to promote social harmony, spread awareness 

about pro-poor initiatives of government, reach out to poor households to 

enroll them as also to obtain their feedback on various welfare programmes. 

Activities to be taken up 

The campaign is being held through a partnership of beneficiaries, 33 lakh 

elected PRIs members, 5 crore women SHG members, MLAs and MPs to 

achieve goals. The Central/State and Local Governments are also partners in 

progress. 

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/rural-poverty-alleviation-1/gram-

swaraj-abhiyan  

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding Tropical Forest Alliance 

2020 

1. It was founded in Rio+20 summit 

2. TFA is funded by the governments of Norway, the United Kingdom 

and India. 

3. It supports to eliminate deforestation from the production of 

agricultural commodities 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Tropical Forest Alliance is a global public-private partnership 

dedicated to collaborative action to realize sustainable rural development and 

better growth opportunities based on reduced deforestation and sustainable 

land use management in tropical forest countries. 

The Alliance includes more than 150 partners representing the private sector, 

governments, civil society organizations, indigenous peoples groups and 

multilateral organizations who are committed to reducing tropical 

deforestation associated with the production of palm oil, soy, beef and pulp 

and paper. TFA fosters cross-sector collaboration and involves working across 

Latin America, West and Central Africa and Southeast Asia to implement 

these commitments. Action areas for 2019 include: 
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Facilitate multistakeholder support for jurisdictional approaches to 

sustainable land-use management by connecting jurisdictions in forest 

countries 

Drive 10 priority actions to reduce tropical deforestation from global 

agricultural supply chains, as defined in the Commodities and Forests 

Agenda 2020 

Support and communicate on the progress of commitments to eliminate 

deforestation from the production of agricultural commodities 

Engage key emerging markets in efforts to reduce commodity-driven 

deforestation 

It was established in Rio+20 in 2012. 

TFA is funded by the governments of Norway, the United Kingdom and the 

Netherlands, Germany, and the Gordon and Betty more Foundation and 

hosted at the World Economic Forum. 

 

71. Lai Haraoba a traditional festival, sometime seen in the news, is largely 

celebrated in 

 (a) Manipur 

 (b) Sikkim 

 (c) West Bengal 

 (d) Assam 

 

Solution: A 

 

Lai Haraoba is a ritualistic festival of the Meiteis observing from the ancient 

times. It is a ritual enactment of the creation myth. It mirrors the entire 

culture of Manipur and depicts the close affinities between the hill and plain 

people. It is in fact the combination of religious recitations, traditional music 

and dance, traditional social values and ancient cultural aspects. 

 

72. Hussain Sagar Lake, sometime seen in the news, is located in 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh 

 (b) Telangana 

 (c) Haryana 

 (d) Gujarat 
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Solution: B 

 

Hussain Sagar is a heart-shaped lake in Hyderabad, Telangana, built by 

Ibrahim Quli Qutb Shah in 1563. It is spread across an area of 5.7 square 

kilometers and is fed by the River Musi. A large monolithic statue of the 

Gautama Buddha, erected in 1992, stands on Gibraltar Rock in the middle 

of the lake. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/watch-protective-wall-

of-hussain-sagar-canal-partially-collapses/article29541005.ece  

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding The Economics of 

Environment and Biodiversitv (TEEB) 

1. Its principal objective is to mainstream the values of biodiversity and 

ecosystem services into decision-making at all levels. 

2. It is hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

3. TEEB is based on an inclusive, open architecture process that has 

brought together an inspiring community of support and practice. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) is a global initiative 

focused on “making nature’s values visible”. Its principal objective is to 

mainstream the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services into decision-

making at all levels. It aims to achieve this goal by following a structured 

approach to valuation that helps decision-makers recognize the wide range of 

benefits provided by ecosystems and biodiversity, demonstrate their values in 

economic terms and, where appropriate, suggest how to capture those values 

in decision-making 

Based in Geneva, Switzerland at the International Environment House, the 

TEEB office is hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) under the Economics and Trade Branch (ETB) of the Division of 

Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE). 
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TEEB is based on an inclusive, open architecture process that has brought 

together an inspiring community of support and practice. As this community 

continues to grow and evolve, special thanks must be given to several donors 

and partners for their ongoing help and support. 

http://www.teebweb.org/about/  

 

74. Balfour Declaration, Camp David Accord, OSLO Accord, sometime seen 

in the news, is related to 

(a) Iran and United States conflict 

(b) Israel- Arab - Palestine conflict 

(c) Syrian conflicts 

(d) Ukraine Issue 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Camp David Accords were a pair of political agreements signed by 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 

Begin on 17 September 1978, following twelve days of secret negotiations at 

Camp David, the country retreat of the President of the United States in 

Maryland. 

The Oslo Accords are a pair of agreements between the Government of Israel 

and the Palestine Liberation Organization: the Oslo I Accord, signed in 

Washington, D.C., in 1993; and the Oslo II Accord, signed in Taba, Egypt, 

in 1995. 

 

75. With reference to the ‘ASTRA missile’, consider the following statements 

1. It is a surface to surface missile. 

2. It is a single stage solid fuelled missile. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Astra is India’s first beyond-visual-range (BVR) air-to-air missile 

indigenously designed and developed by Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO). It is intended to engage and destroy aerial targets with 

high manoeuvrability and supersonic speeds. 

The missile’s advanced air combat capabilities allow it to engage multiple 

high-performance targets. 

Astra was planned to equip the Indian Air force’s Su-30MKI and Mirage 2000 

multirole combat fighters, and MiG-29 and MiG-21 Bison fighter jet 

platforms, as well as the Indian Navy’s Sea Harrier jet fighter. 

It will also be integrated with the Tejas light combat aircraft (LCA), which is 

manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). The Astra BVR air-

to-air missile is powered by a smokeless, single stage, solid fuel propulsion 

system. It can destroy enemy targets with a launch speed between Mach 0.4 

and Mach 2. 

https://www.airforce-technology.com/projects/astra-beyond-visual-range-

bvr-air-to-air-missile/ 

 

DAY – 34  

 

76. Consider the following statement regarding Mahadayi river 

1. It originates in Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary 

2. It is a west flowing river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kalasa-Banduri Nala project: 

Undertaken by the Government of Karnataka to improve drinking water 

supply to the Districts of Belagavi, Dharwad, and Gadag. 
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It involves building across Kalasa and Banduri, two tributaries of the 

Mahadayi river to divert 7.56 TMC of water to the Malaprabha river. 

 

About Mahadayi river: 

• It is a west flowing river. 

• Origin: originates in Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary (Western Ghats), 

Belagavi district of Karnataka. 

• Called Mandovi in Goa. 

• Travels 35 km in Karnataka; 82 km in Goa before joining the Arabian Sea. 

 

77. “The Future of Earth, 2020” report has been released by 

(a) Global Green Growth Institute. 

(b) South Asia Future Earth Regional Office 

(c) International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

(d) United Nations Environment Programme 

 

Solution: B 

 

Future of Earth 2020 

The Future of Earth 2020 report has been released by the South Asia Future 

Earth Regional Office, Divecha Centre for Climate Change, Indian 
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Institute of Science. The report was prepared with the aim of reducing 

carbon footprint and halting global warming below 2 degree Celsius by 2050. 

Key observations: 

• Interrelation of risk factors: Extreme heat waves can accelerate global 

warming by releasing large amounts of stored carbon from affected 

ecosystems, and at the same time intensify water crises and/or food 

scarcity. 

• Biodiversity loss and it’s impact: The loss of biodiversity weakens the 

capacity of natural and agricultural systems to cope with climate 

extremes, increasing our vulnerability to food crises. 

• The five years from 2014 to 2018 were the warmest recorded over land 

and ocean since 1880. 

 

78. Consider the following statements regarding Long-term repo operations 

(LTROs) 

1. It aims to facilitate the transmission of monetary policy actions and 

the flow of credit to the economy 

2. Under this, central bank provides one-year to three-year money to 

banks at the prevailing repo rate, 

3. It will lead to decline in short term lending rates of banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Long-term repo operations (LTROs): 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has said it has received Rs 1.13 lakh crore 

worth of bids in the targeted long term repo operation (TLTRO) conducted 

for an amount of Rs 25,000 crore with a three-year tenor. 

Long Term Reverse Repo Operation (LTRO) is a mechanism to facilitate 

the transmission of monetary policy actions and the flow of credit to the 

economy. This helps in injecting liquidity in the banking system. 
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The LTRO is a tool under which the central bank provides one-year to three-

year money to banks at the prevailing repo rate, accepting government 

securities with matching or higher tenure as the collateral. 

While the RBI’s current windows of liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) and 

marginal standing facility (MSF) offer banks money for their immediate 

needs ranging from 1-28 days, the LTRO supplies them with liquidity for their 

1- to 3-year needs. 

LTRO operations are intended to prevent short-term interest rates in the 

market from drifting a long way away from the policy rate, which is the repo 

rate. 

Why is it important? 

• As banks get long-term funds at lower rates, their cost of funds falls. 

• In turn, they reduce interest rates for borrowers. 

• LTRO helped RBI ensure that banks reduce their marginal cost of 

funds-based lending rate, without reducing policy rates. 

• LTRO also showed the market that RBI will not only rely on revising repo 

rates and conducting open market operations for its monetary policy, but 

also use new tools to achieve its intended objectives. 

• LTRO will lead to decline in short term lending rates of banks 

 

79. Consider the following statements regarding Geological Survey of India 

(GSI) 

1. It is an attached office to the Ministry of Earth Sciences 

2. It is the prime provider of basic earth science information to the 

government, industry and the general public. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Geological Survey of India (GSI) 

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) is a scientific agency of India. 
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It was founded in 1851, is a Government of India Ministry of Mines 

organisation, one of the oldest of such organisations in the world and the 

second oldest survey in India after Survey of India (founded in 1767), for 

conducting geological surveys and studies of India, 

Geological Survey of India is the prime provider of basic earth science 

information to government, industry and general public, as well as the official 

participant in steel, coal, metals, cement, power industries and international 

geoscientific forums. 

 

80. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

1. Rathwa Tribe : Gujarat 
2. Baitarani River : Odisha 
3. Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary : Andhra Pradesh 
4. Jaldapara National Park : West Bengal 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Rathwa (also spelled Rathawa, Rathva, Rahava, Rathia and Rathiya) are 

an adivasi (indigenous tribal) community mostly living in the state of Gujarat, 

India. 

The Baitarani is one of six major rivers of Odisha, India. Venerated in popular 

epics and legends, the Baitarani River is a source of water for agricultural 

irrigation. Most of the potentially arable land in the area is not under 

cultivation. 

Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected wildlife sanctuary in the 

Western Ghats of Karnataka state in India. It is named after the presiding 

deity “Lord Someshwara” of the famed Someshwara temple located within the 

sanctuary. The sanctuary lies in Udupi & Shivamogga districts of Karnataka, 

below Agumbe 

Jaldapara National Park is a national park situated at the foothills of the 

Eastern Himalayas in Alipurduar District of northern West Bengal and on 

the banks of the Torsa River. Jaldapara is situated at an altitude of 61 m 

and is spread across 216.51 km² of vast grassland with patches of riverine 

forests. 
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81. The term ‘Withdrawal Agreement’ is often seen in the news, is related to 

 (a) Israeli–Palestinian 

 (b) China–India 

 (c) Brexit 

 (d) Northern Syria 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Brexit withdrawal agreement, officially titled Agreement on the 

withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, 

is a treaty between the European Union (EU), Euratom, and the United 

Kingdom (UK), signed on 24 January 2020, setting the terms of the 

withdrawal of the UK from the EU and Euratom. The text of the treaty was 

published on 17 October 2019, and is a renegotiated version of an agreement 

published half a year earlier. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Chief Vigilance 

Commissioner (CVC) 

1. It is an independent body which is only responsible to the President. 

2. It consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance 

commissioners. 

3. It was set up on the recommendation of the K.Santhanam Committee 

on Prevention of Corruption. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 
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Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) 

It is the apex vigilance institution created via executive resolution (based on 

the recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was 

conferred with statutory status in 2003. 

It submits its report to the President of India. 

The Commission was set up on the recommendation of the K.Santhanam 

Committee on Prevention of Corruption. 

Composition: Consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 

vigilance commissioners. 

Appointment: They are appointed by the President of India on the 

recommendations of a committee consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home 

Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no LoP then 

the leader of the single largest Opposition party in the Lok Sabha). 

It is an independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament. 

Term: Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

Removal: The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance 

Commissioner can be removed from his office only by order of the President 

on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity after the Supreme Court, 

on a reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that the 

Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner, as the case 

may be, ought to be removed. 

 

83. Consider the following statement regarding National Productivity Council 

1. It is an autonomous, multipartite, non-profit organization 

2. It aims to stimulate and promote productivity and quality 

consciousness across all sectors in the country 

3. It has been established by the Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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National Productivity Council: 

NPC is national level organization to promote productivity culture in India. 

Established by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of 

India in 1958. 

It is an autonomous, multipartite, non-profit organization with equal 

representation from employers’ & workers’ organizations and Government, 

apart from technical & professional institutions and other interests. 

NPC is a constituent of the Tokyo-based Asian Productivity Organisation 

(APO), an Inter-Governmental Body, of which the Government of India is a 

founder member. 

It aims to stimulate and promote productivity and quality consciousness 

across all sectors in the country. 

NPC teams up with its clients to work out solutions towards accelerating 

productivity, enhancing competitiveness, increasing profits, augmenting 

safety and reliability and ensuring better quality. 

It provides reliable database for decision-making, improved systems and 

procedures, work culture as well as customer satisfaction both internal & 

external. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding The Once-Only Principle 

(TOOP) 

1. It is an arrangement by European countries to tackle money 

laundering 

2. It aims to remove unnecessary administrative burdens on citizens 

while dealing with national or state governments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Once-Only Principle Project (TOOP) was launched by the European 

Commission in January 2017 as an initiative of about 50 organisations from 

20 EU Member States and Associated Countries. 
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The main objective of TOOP is to explore and demonstrate the once-only 

principle across borders, focusing on data from businesses. Doing this, 

TOOP wants to enable better exchange of business related data or 

documents with and between public administrations and reduce 

administrative burden for both businesses and public administrations. 

TOOP aims to remove unnecessary administrative burdens on citizens 

by mandating that citizens are not required to provide the same information 

more than once to the government. 

https://toop.eu/info  

 

85. Consider the following statements regarding Henneguya Salminicola 

1. It is an invasive species in India. 

2. It is largely restricted to Western Ghats and Coastal India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

The organism is Henneguya salminicola, a fewer-than-10-celled 

microscopic parasite that lives in salmon muscle. According to the 

researchers, as the organism evolved, it gave up breathing and stopped the 

consumption of oxygen for the production of energy — which means it relies 

on anaerobic respiration (through which cells extract energy without using 

oxygen). 

It is not an invasive species. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-henneguya-

salminicola-6289506/  

 

86. Which of the following countries is/are the members of G20? 

1. Singapore 

2. Turkey 

3. Egypt 
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4. Mexico 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Group of Twenty (G20) is the premier international forum for global 

economic cooperation. The members of the G20 are: Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 

Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, 

United Kingdom, United States, and the European Union. 

G20 members account for 85 per cent of the world economy, 75 per cent 

of global trade, and two-thirds of the world’s population, including more 

than half of the world’s poor. G20 leaders meet annually at the G20 Summit. 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/organisations/g20/Pages/g20  

 

87. Mount Merapi, sometime seen in the news, is located in 

 (a) Thailand 

 (b) Italy 

 (c) Indonesia 

 (d) Eretria 

 

Solution: C 

 

Mount Merapi, Gunung Merapi, is an active stratovolcano located on the 

border between Central Java and Special Region of Yogyakarta provinces, 

Indonesia. It is the most active volcano in Indonesia and has erupted 

regularly since 1548. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/indonesias-mount-merapi-erupts-

twice-6470597/  
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88. Consider the following statements regarding International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

1. It is an international financial institution and a specialized agency of 

the United Nations. 

2. It is established in 1977and is one of the major outcomes of the 1974 

World Food Conference. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is an 

international financial institution and a specialized agency of the United 

Nations. It is established in 1977 and is one of the major outcomes of the 

1974 World Food Conference. 

It is headquartered in Rome, Italy. It invests in rural people by empowering 

them to reduce poverty, increase food security, improve nutrition and 

strengthen resilience 

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Ninth Schedule of Indian 

Constitution 

1. Originally, it contained a list of central and state laws which cannot 

be challenged in courts. 

2. In IR Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu case, Supreme Court held 

that laws placed in the 9th Schedule were open to judicial scrutiny 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: D 

 

The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and state laws which cannot 

be challenged in courts. Currently, 284 such laws are shielded from judicial 

review. 

The Schedule became a part of the Constitution in 1951, when the document 

was amended for the first time. It was created by the new Article 31B, which 

along with 31A was brought in by the government to protect laws related to 

agrarian reform and for abolishing the Zamindari system. While A. 31A 

extends protection to ‘classes’ of laws, A. 31B shields specific laws or 

enactments. 

In IR Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu case, Supreme Court held that 

laws placed in the 9th Schedule were open to judicial scrutiny. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/ninth-schedule-of-the-

constitution-explained-6265890/  

 

90. Which of the following is/are the advantages of 5G over 4G? 

1. 5G has significantly higher latency than 4G 

2. 5G uses spectrum better than 4G 

3. 5G is a unified platform that is more capable than 4G 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

5G is the 5th generation mobile network. It is a new global wireless standard 

after 1G, 2G, 3G, and 4G networks. 5G enables a new kind of network that is 

designed to connect virtually everyone and everything together including 

machines, objects, and devices. 

5G wireless technology is meant to deliver higher multi-Gbps peak data 

speeds, ultra-low latency, more reliability, massive network capacity, 

increased availability, and a more uniform user experience to more users. 
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Higher performance and improved efficiency empower new user 

experiences and connects new industries. 

There are several reasons that 5G will be better than 4G: 

• 5G is significantly faster than 4G 

• 5G has more capacity than 4G 

• 5G has significantly lower latency than 4G 

• 5G is a unified platform that is more capable than 4G 

• 5G uses spectrum better than 4G. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/how-will-a-5g-network-power-the-

future/article27698653.ece 

 

DAY – 35  

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding Very Large Telescope (VLT) 

1. It was setup by NASA. 

2. It is the world’s most advanced optical instrument, consisting of four 

unit telescopes. 

3. VLTI can reconstruct images with an angular resolution of 

milliarcseconds, equivalent to distinguishing the two headlights of a 

car at the distance of the Moon. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Very Large Telescope array (VLT) is the flagship facility for European 

ground-based astronomy at the beginning of the third Millennium. 

It is the world’s most advanced optical instrument, consisting of four Unit 

Telescopes with main mirrors of 8.2m diameter and four movable 1.8m 

diameter Auxiliary Telescopes. The telescopes can work together, to form a 

giant ‘interferometer’, the ESO Very Large Telescope Interferometer, 
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allowing astronomers to see details up to 25 times finer than with the 

individual telescopes. 

The light beams are combined in the VLTI using a complex system of mirrors 

in underground tunnels where the light paths must be kept equal to distances 

less than 1/1000 mm over a hundred metres. With this kind of precision the 

VLTI can reconstruct images with an angular resolution of milliarcseconds, 

equivalent to distinguishing the two headlights of a car at the distance of the 

Moon. 

Using the European Space Organisation’s (ESO) Very Large Telescope 

(VLT), astronomers have noticed the unprecedented dimming of Betelgeuse, 

a red supergiant star (over 20 times bigger than the Sun) in the 

constellation Orion. 

https://www.eso.org/public/teles-instr/paranal-observatory/vlt/  

 

92. Which of the following state is the first state in the country to have 100% 

LPG gas coverage? 

 (a) Sikkim 

 (b) Haryana 

 (c) Himachal Pradesh 

 (d) Gujarat 

 

Solution: C 

 

Himachal Pradesh became the first state in the country to have 100% LPG 

gas coverage. Along with Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, the state 

government launched its own Himachal Grihini Suvidha Yojana in May 

2018. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/governance/himachal-pradesh-first-to-

achieve-100-lpg-coverage-6283215/  

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding the Commonwealth 

1. The Commonwealth member governments have agreed to shared 

goals like development, democracy and peace. 

2. The last country to join the Commonwealth was Pakistan in 2009. 

3. The Commonwealth Secretariat is the intergovernmental 

organisation which co-ordinates and carries out much of the 

Commonwealth’s work. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 54 independent and equal 

countries. 

It is home to 2.4 billion people, and includes both advanced economies and 

developing countries. 32 of our members are small states, including many 

island nations. 

Our member governments have agreed to shared goals like development, 

democracy and peace. Our values and principles are expressed in the 

Commonwealth Charter. 

The Commonwealth’s roots go back to the British Empire. But today any 

country can join the modern Commonwealth. The last country to join the 

Commonwealth was Rwanda in 2009. 

The Commonwealth Secretariat is the intergovernmental organisation 

which co-ordinates and carries out much of the Commonwealth’s work, 

supported by a network of more than 80 organisations. 

https://thecommonwealth.org/about-us  

https://thecommonwealth.org/member-countries  

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Voyager-2 

1. Voyager 2 is the first spacecraft to enter interstellar space. 

2. Voyager 2 were designed to take advantage of a rare planetary 

alignment to study the outer solar system up close. 

3. Voyager 2 is the only spacecraft to study all four of the solar system’s 

giant planets at close range. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 
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 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution:  D 

 

NASA’s Voyager 2 is the second spacecraft to enter interstellar space. On 

Dec. 10, 2018, the spacecraft joined its twin—Voyager 1—as the only human-

made objects to enter the space between the stars. 

• Voyager 1 and 2 were designed to take advantage of a rare planetary 

alignment to study the outer solar system up close. Voyager 2 targeted 

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

• Like its sister spacecraft, Voyager 2 also was designed to find and study 

the edge of our solar system. 

Firsts 

• Voyager 2 is the only spacecraft to study all four of the solar system’s 

giant planets at close range. 

• Voyager 2 discovered a 14th moon at Jupiter. 

• Voyager 2 was the first human-made object to fly past Uranus. 

• At Uranus, Voyager 2 discovered 10 new moons and two new rings. 

• Voyager 2 was the first human-made object to fly by Neptune. 

• At Neptune, Voyager 2 discovered five moons, four rings, and a “Great 

Dark Spot.” 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/missions/voyager-2/in-depth/  

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Insight Mission 

1. It is the first outer space robotic explorer to study in-depth the “inner 

space” of Mars: its crust, mantle, and core. 

2. The lander uses cutting edge instruments, to delve deep beneath the 

surface and seek the fingerprints of the processes that formed the 

terrestrial planets. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

InSight, short for Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, 

Geodesy and Heat Transport, is a Mars lander designed to give the Red 

Planet its first thorough checkup since it formed 4.5 billion years ago. It is the 

first outer space robotic explorer to study in-depth the “inner space” of Mars: 

its crust, mantle, and core. 

The lander uses cutting edge instruments, to delve deep beneath the surface 

and seek the fingerprints of the processes that formed the terrestrial planets. 

It does so by measuring the planet’s “vital signs”: its “pulse” (seismology), 

“temperature” (heat flow), and “reflexes” (precision tracking). 

This mission is part of NASA’s Discovery Program for highly focused science 

missions that ask critical questions in solar system science. 

https://mars.nasa.gov/insight/mission/overview/  

 

96. Consider the following statements regarding Quantum Technology 

1. Quantum computers compute in ‘qubits’. 

2. Tsunamis, drought, earthquakes and floods may become more 

predictable with quantum applications. 

3. It has the potential to rapidly accelerate the development of artificial 

intelligence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Quantum Technology is based on the principles of Quantum mechanics, 

that was developed in the early 20th century to describe nature in the small 

— at the scale of atoms and elementary particles. 

Conventional computers process information in ‘bits’ or 1s and 0s, following 

classical physics under which our computers can process a ‘1’ or a ‘0’ at a 

time. 
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Quantum computers compute in ‘qubits’ (or quantum bits). They exploit 

the properties of quantum mechanics, the science that governs how matter 

behaves on the atomic scale. 

What can quantum computers do? 

• Quantum computers aren’t just about doing things faster or more 

efficiently. They’ll let us do things that we couldn’t even have dreamed of 

without them. Things that even the best supercomputer just isn’t capable 

of. 

• They have the potential to rapidly accelerate the development of 

artificial intelligence. Google is already using them to improve the 

software of self-driving cars. They’ll also be vital for modelling chemical 

reactions. 

• Tsunamis, drought, earthquakes and floods may become more 

predictable with quantum applications. The collection of data regarding 

climate change can be streamlined in a better way through quantum 

technology. This in turn will have a profound impact on agriculture, 

food technology chains and the limiting of farmland wastage. 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/quantum-computing-explained  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/picking-up-the-quantum-

technology-baton/article31136893.ece  

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Fly Ash 

1. Fly ash is largely devoid of heavy metals. 

2. It is the by –product of burning of coal in thermal power plants. 

3. Indian fly ash is primarily of the silicious variety. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: A 
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What is Fly Ash? 

Popularly known as Flue ash or pulverised fuel ash, it is a coal combustion 

product. 

Composition: 

Composed of the particulates that are driven out of coal-fired boilers together 

with the flue gases. 

Depending upon the source and composition of the coal being burned, the 

components of fly ash vary considerably, but all fly ash includes substantial 

amounts of silicon dioxide (SiO2), aluminium oxide (Al2O3) and calcium oxide 

(CaO), the main mineral compounds in coal-bearing rock strata. 

Minor constituents Include: arsenic, beryllium, boron, cadmium, 

chromium, hexavalent chromium, cobalt, lead, manganese, mercury, 

molybdenum, seleniumstrontium, thallium, and vanadium, along with very 

small concentrations of dioxins and PAH compounds. It also has unburnt 

carbon. 

How is it regulated? 

In the past, fly ash was generally released into the atmosphere, but air 

pollution control standards now require that it be captured prior to release by 

fitting pollution control equipment. 

For example, in the United States, fly ash is generally stored at coal power 

plants or placed in landfills. About 43% is recycled, often used as a pozzolanto 

produce hydraulic cement or hydraulic plaster and a replacement or partial 

replacement for Portland cement in concrete production. 

In modern coal-fired power plants, fly ash is generally captured by 

electrostatic precipitators or other particle filtration equipment before 

the flue gases reach the chimneys. 

Health and environmental hazards: 

Toxic heavy metals present: All the heavy metals found in fly ash nickel, 

cadmium, arsenic, chromium, lead, etc—are toxic in nature. They are minute, 

poisonous particles accumulate in the respiratory tract, and cause gradual 

poisoning . 

Radiation: For an equal amount of electricity generated, fly ash contains a 

hundred times more radiation than nuclear waste secured via dry cask or 

water storage. 

Water pollution: The breaching of ash dykes and consequent ash spills occur 

frequently in India, polluting a large number of water bodies. 

Effects on environment: The destruction of mangroves, drastic reduction in 

crop yields, and the pollution of groundwater in the Rann of Kutch from the 

ash sludge of adjoining Coal power plants has been well documented. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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However, fly ash can be used in the following ways: 

1. Concrete production, as a substitute material for Portland cement, 

sand. 

2. Fly-ash pellets which can replace normal aggregate in concrete mixture. 

3. Embankments and other structural fills. 

4. Cement clinker production – (as a substitute material for clay). 

5. Stabilization of soft soils. 

6. Road subbase construction. 

7. As aggregate substitute material (e.g. for brick production). 

8. Agricultural uses: soil amendment, fertilizer, cattle feeders, soil 

stabilization in stock feed yards, and agricultural stakes. 

9. Loose application on rivers to melt ice. 

10. Loose application on roads and parking lots for ice control. 

 

The issues which impede its full-scale utilization in India: 

Indian fly ash is primarily of the calcareous or class C variety, implying that 

it possesses not only pozzolanic, but also hydraulic (self-cementing) 

properties. In contrast, European fly ash is of a silicious or class F variety, 

implying an absence of hydraulic properties. 

The pricing of fly ash is increasingly becoming a contentious issue that is 

hampering its gainful utilisation. 

Imperfections typical of quasi-markets, such as information asymmetry and 

high transaction costs, vested interests, technical and technological 

limitations, and the lack of regulatory oversight and political will, have 

impeded the flow of fly ash to its most value-adding use. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/28/fly-ash-4/  

 

98. Rakhigarhi, a famous Harappan site, is located in: 

 (a) Punjab 

 (b) Haryana 

 (c) Rajasthan 

 (d) Gujarat 

 

Solution: B 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Centre is moving ahead with its plan to develop Rakhigarhi as a tourist hub 

and set up a museum. 

Rakhigarhi, in Haryana, became an archaeological hotspot when Amarendra 

Nath, former director of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), undertook 

excavations at the site in 1997. 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding the Private Member’s Bill: 

1. If the bill is introduced in Rajya Sabha, it is known as Private 

Member’s Bill. 

2. No private member’s Bill has been passed by Parliament till now. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

A private member’s Bill is different from a government Bill and is piloted by 

an MP who is not a minister. Individual MPs may introduce private 

member’s Bill to draw the government’s attention to what they might see as 

issues requiring legislative intervention. 

An MP who is not a minister is a private member and while both private 

members and ministers take part in the lawmaking process, Bills introduced 

by private members are referred to as private member’s Bills and those 

introduced by ministers are called government Bills. 

Government Bills are backed by the government and also reflect its 

legislative agenda. The admissibility of a private Bill is decided by the 

Chairman in the case of the Rajya Sabha and the Speaker in the case of 

the Lok Sabha. 

Before the Bill can be listed for introduction, the Member must give at least 

a month’s notice, for the House Secretariat to examine it for compliance with 

constitutional provisions and rules on legislation. While a government Bill can 

be introduced and discussed on any day, a private member’s bill can only be 

introduced and discussed on Fridays. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Of the 300 or so Private Members’ Bills introduced in the 14th Lok Sabha, 

barely 4% were discussed; 96% lapsed without even a single debate in the 

House. Till date, Parliament has passed 14 Private Members’ Bills. 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding the Swachh Iconic Places: 

1. It is an initiative under the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

2. The initiative is being coordinated by the Ministry of Drinking Water 

and Sanitation in association with the Ministry of Urban 

Development, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Tourism and the 

concerned State governments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Swachh Iconic Places is an initiative under the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

It is a special clean-up initiative focused on select iconic heritage, spiritual 

and cultural places in the country. The initiative is being coordinated by the 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in association with the Ministry 

of Urban Development, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Tourism and the 

concerned State governments. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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