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DAY – 9 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Aitchison Committee 

1. It recommended holding of simultaneous examination in India and 

England. 

2. It recommended reducing the age limit for civil service to 21. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Indian National Congress raised the demand, after it was set up in 1885, for 

lowering of age limit for recruitment, and holding the examination simultaneously in 

India and Britain. 

The Aitchison Committee on Public Services (1886), set up by Dufferin, 

recommended— 

1. dropping of the terms ‘covenanted’ and ‘uncovenanted’; 

2. classification of the civil service into Imperial Indian Civil Service (examination 

in England), Provincial Civil Service (examination in India) and Subordinate Civil 

Service (examination in India); and, 

3. raising the age limit to 23. 

 

Montford Reforms (1919) 

The Montford reforms— 

• stated a realistic policy— “If a responsible government is to be established in 

India, the more Indians we can employ in public service, the better.” 

• recommended holding of simultaneous examination in India and England. 

• recommended that one-third of recruitments be made in India itself—to be raised 

annually by 1.5 per cent. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding features of Subsidiary Alliance 

1. The state was forbidden to have any political contact even with other Indian 

powers without the permission of the British. 
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2. The paramount power should not interfere in the internal affairs of the 

protected state. 

3. The ruler of the protected state should keep a British Resident at his court 

and disband his own army. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Subsidiary System 

• The predecessors of Wellesley concluded alliances with Indian princes like the 

Nawab of Oudh and the Nizam of Hyderabad. They received subsidies from the 

Indian rulers for the maintenance of British troops, which were used for the 

protection of respective Indian states. 

• Wellesley enlarged and consolidated the already existing system. However, his 

originality was revealed in its application. 

Main Features of Subsidiary Alliance 

• Any Indian ruler who entered into the subsidiary alliance with the British had to 

maintain a contingent of British troops in his territory. It was commanded by a 

British officer. The Indian state was called ‘the protected state’ and the British 

hereinafter were referred to as ‘the paramount power’. It was the duty of the 

British to safeguard that state from external aggression and to help its ruler 

maintain internal peace. The protected state should give some money or give part 

of its territory to the British to support the subsidiary force. 

• The protected state should cut off its connection with European powers other 

than the English and with the French in particular. The state was also forbidden 

to have any political contact even with other Indian powers without the 

permission of the British. 

• The ruler of the protected state should keep a British Resident at his court and 

disband his own army. He should not employ Europeans in his service without 

the sanction of the paramount power. 

• The paramount power should not interfere in the internal affairs of the protected 

state. 

 

3. Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) has been released by 

(a) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
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(b) Germanwatch 

(c) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(d) United Nations Environment Programme 

 

Solution: B 

 

Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI): 

• Designed by the German environmental and development organisation 

Germanwatch. 

• Published in cooperation with the New Climate Institute and Climate Action 

Network International and with financial support from Barthel Foundation. 

• Objective: To enhance transparency in international climate politics. 

• First published in 2005 and an updated version is presented at the UN Climate 

Change Conference annually. 

• In 2017, the underlying methodology of the CCPI was revised and adapted to the 

new climate policy framework of the Paris Agreement from 2015. The CCPI was 

extended in order to include the measurement of a country’s progress towards 

the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the country’s 2030 

targets. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding features of the Permanent 

Settlement 

1. The zamindars of Bengal were recognized as the owners of land as long as 

they paid the revenue. 

2. This settlement did not take away the traditional administrative and judicial 

functions of the zamindars. 

3. The amount of revenue that the zamindars had to pay to the Company was 

firmly fixed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Permanent Settlement 

Lord Cornwallis’ most conspicuous administrative measure was the Permanent 

Land Revenue Settlement of Bengal, which was extended to the provinces of Bihar 

and Orissa. It is appropriate to recall that Warren Hastings introduced the annual 

lease system of auctioning the land to the highest bidder. It created chaos in the 

revenue administration. 

Lord Cornwallis for over three years and after a prolonged discussion with his 

colleagues like Sir John Shore and James Grant he decided to abolish the annual 

lease system and introduce a decennial (Ten years) settlement which was 

subsequently declared to be continuous. The main features of the Permanent 

Settlement were as follows: 

(i) The zamindars of Bengal were recognized as the owners of land as long as 

they paid the revenue to the East India Company regularly. 

(ii) The amount of revenue that the zamindars had to pay to the Company was 

firmly fixed and would not be raised under any circumstances. In other 

words the Government of the East India Company got 89% leaving the 

rest to the zamindars. 

(iii) The ryots became tenants since they were considered the tillers of the soil. 

(iv) This settlement took away the administrative and judicial functions of the 

zamindars. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  5 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Mudiyettu 

1. It is a ritualistic dance drama from West Bengal. 

2. It is based on the mythological tale of a battle between the goddess Kali and 

the demon Darika. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Mudiyettu 

• Mudiyettu is a ritual dance drama from Kerala based on the mythological tale 

of a battle between the goddess Kali and the demon Darika. 

• It is a community ritual in which the entire village participates. After the summer 

crops have been harvested, the villagers reach the temple in the early morning 

on an appointed day 

• Mudiyettu performers purify themselves through fasting and prayer, then draw 

a huge image of goddess Kali, called as kalam, on the temple floor with coloured 

powders, wherein the spirit of the goddess is invoked. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Famine Policy of British 

1. The first Famine Commission under Sir Richard Strachey was appointed. 

2. The Famine Code came into existence in 1883. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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Famine Policy 

• The famine of 1876-78 had resulted from the failure of two monsoons. It covered 

an area of two lakh fifty thousand square miles and affected fifty-eight 

million people. The worst affected areas were Madras, Mysore, Hyderabad, 

Bombay, Central India and the Punjab. 

• It took a toll of five million lives in a single year. The outbreak of cholera and 

fever added to the misery of the suffering population. Lytton’s Government 

failed miserably to tackle the situation. The government’s relief measures 

seemed to be inadequate. The first Famine Commission (1878-80) under Sir 

Richard Strachey was appointed and it made many commendable 

recommendations. They include provision of funds for famine relief and 

construction work in the annual budget. The Famine Code came into existence 

in 1883. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding Cornwallis Code 

1. There was a separation of revenue and justice administration. 

2. The principle of sovereignty of law was established. 

3. European subjects were not brought under jurisdiction and had 

considerable independence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Cornwallis Code was laid out— 

— There was a separation of revenue and justice administration. 

— European subjects were also brought under jurisdiction. 

— Government officials were answerable to the civil courts for actions done in their 

official capacity. 

— The principle of sovereignty of law was established. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Sarus crane 

1. It is the tallest flying bird in the world. 

2. It is India’s only resident breeding crane. 
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3. It is classified as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Sarus crane: 

• Sarus crane, whose numbers pushed to the edge by habitat degradation and 

human callousness, now seems to be getting a new lease of life in Uttar Pradesh, 

where it enjoys the status of official State bird. 

• Rise in numbers: The population of the Sarus crane, a bird distinguishable by 

its red upper neck and white collar, has climbed to 15,938 as per the 2018 

census (summer). This is a jump of 5.2% from 2017, when there were 15,138 

Sarus cranes across U.P. Its population in Uttar Pradesh has steadily grown 

since 2013, as wetlands thrive and farmers, fisherfolk nurture their nests. 

Key facts: 

• The Sarus (Grus antigone) is the tallest flying bird in the world. 

• It is also India’s only resident breeding crane. 

• IUCN status- ‘vulnerable’. 

• It has three disjunct populations in the Indian sub-continent, south-east Asia 

and northern Australia. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Efforts of James Thomson in 

promotion of education in NW Provinces 

1. He developed a comprehensive scheme of village education through the 

medium of vernacular languages. 

2. The purpose was to train personnel for the newly set up Revenue and Public 

Works Department. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Efforts of Thomson 

• James Thomson, lieutenant-governor of NW Provinces (1843-53), developed a 

comprehensive scheme of village education through the medium of 

vernacular languages. In these village schools, useful subjects such as 

mensuration and agriculture sciences were taught. The purpose was to train 

personnel for the newly set up Revenue and Public Works Department. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding National Skill Development 

Corporation 

1. It was set up by  Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship as 

Public Private Partnership (PPP) model 

2. It aims to promote skill development by catalysing creation of large, quality 

and for-profit vocational institutions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

National Skill Development Corporation 

• National Skill Development Corporation India (NSDC), established in 2009, is a 

not- for- Profit Company set up by the Ministry of Finance. 

• The present equity base of NSDC is Rs.10 crore, of which the Government of 

India through Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) 

holds 49%, while the private sector has the balance 51%. 

Functions: 

• NSDC aims to promote skill development by catalyzing creation of large, 

quality and for-profit vocational institutions. 

• It also provides funding to build scalable and profitable vocational training 

initiatives. 

• Its mandate is also to enable support system which focuses on quality 

assurance, information systems and train the trainer academies either directly 

or through partnerships. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  9 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

• It also develops appropriate models to enhance, support and coordinate private 

sector initiatives. 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding provisions of Indian Universities 

Act 1904 

1. Government was to have powers to veto universities’ senate regulations. 

2. Five lakh rupees were to be sanctioned per annum for five years for 

improvement of higher education and universities. 

3. Universities were to give more attention to study and research. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

In 1902, Raleigh Commission was set up to go into conditions and prospects of 

universities in India and to suggest measures for improvement in their constitution 

and working. The commission precluded from reporting on primary or secondary 

education. Based on its recommendations, the Indian Universities Act was passed 

in 1904. As per the Act, 

(i) universities were to give more attention to study and research; 

(ii) the number of fellows of a university and their period in office were reduced 

and most fellows were to be nominated by the Government; 

(iii) Government was to have powers to veto universities’ senate regulations and 

could amend these regulations or pass regulations on its own; 

(iv) conditions were to be made stricter for affiliation of private colleges; and 

(v) five lakh rupees were to be sanctioned per annum for five years for 

improvement of higher education and universities. 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Swadeshi Movement 

1. During swadeshi movement, Lokmanya Tilak headed the Swadeshi Wastu 
Pracharini Sabha. 

2. Syed Haider Raza popularized the Swadeshi Movement in Delhi. 

3. C. Rajagopalachari spread the movement to Madras and organized the 

strike of the Tuticorin Coral Mill. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  10 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Swadeshi Movement 

• Lokmanya Tilak spread the message of swadeshi to Poona and Bombay and 

organised Ganapati and Shivaji festivals to arouse patriotic feelings. He 

stressed that the aim of swadeshi, boycott and national education was 

attainment of swaraj. He opened cooperative stores and headed the Swadeshi 

Wastu Pracharini Sabha. 

• Lala Lajpat Rai took the movement to Punjab and parts of northern India. He 

was assisted in his venture by Ajit Singh. His articles, which were published in 

Kayastha Samachar, endorsed technical education and industrial self-

sufficiency. 

• Syed Haider Raza popularised the Swadeshi Movement in Delhi. 

• Chidambaram Pillai spread the movement to Madras and organised the strike 

of the Tuticorin Coral Mill. He founded the Swadeshi Steam Navigation 

Company in Tuticorin on the east coast of the Madras Province. 

• Bipin Chandra Pal of the Extremist clan played a major role in popularising the 

movement, especially in the urban areas. He was the editor of New India. 

• Laikat Hossain of Patna suggested boycott and organized the East Indian 

Railway strike in 1906. He also wrote fiery articles in Urdu to rouse nationalist 

sentiments in Muslims. He was supported by other Muslim swadeshi agitators 

like Ghaznavi, Rasul, Din Mohammed, Dedar Bux, Moniruzzaman, Ismail 

Hussain, Siraji, Abdul Hussain and Abdul Gaffar. 

 

13. Serious Fraud Investigation Office has been established based on the 

recommendations of 

(a) Abhijit Sen Committee 

(b) Meera Seth Committee 

(c) Naresh Chandra Committee 

(d) Nachiket Mor Committee 
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Solution: C 

 

Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO): 

• SFIO comes under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA). 

• It is a multi-disciplinary organisation that investigates and guides prosecution 

in white-collar fraud requiring expertise in forensic auditing, corporate law, 

information technology, capital markets, taxation, and other allied fields. 

• It was established in 2003, based on recommendations by the Naresh Chandra 

Committee on Corporate Audit and Governance. 

• It received statutory powers under the Companies Act, 2013. 

• Cases are assigned to the SFIO based on the scale of financial 

misappropriation or extent of public interest that is at stake. 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding regional support for Non-

cooperation Movement 

1. J.M. Sengupta supported the labourers on tea plantations in Assam in their 

protests and strike. 

2. Birendranath Samsal organised the anti-union board agitation in 

Midnapore. 

3. Alluri Sitaram Raju led the tribals in Andhra and combined their demands 

with those of the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Non-cooperation Movement 

• C.R. Das moved the main resolution on non-cooperation in the annual session 

of the Congress in Nagpur in 1920 and played a major role in promoting the 

movement. 

• J.M. Sengupta, a Bengali nationalist leader, supported the labourers on tea 

plantations in Assam in their protests and strike. 

• Basanti Debi, wife of C.R. Das, was one of the first women volunteers to court 

arrest in 1921. 
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• Birendranath Samsal organised the anti-union board agitation in the Contai 

and Tamluk sub-divisions of Midnapore. In November-December 1921, Samsal 

initiated a no-tax movement among the Mahishya substantial tenantry of 

Midnapore. 

• Jitendralal Banerji organised the peasants in 1921-22 to resist settlement 

operations in Bogra, Pabna and Birbhum. 

• Rajendra Prasad actively supported the Gandhian movement in Bihar. 

• Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel spread the movement in Gujarat and regarded non-

cooperation as a feasible alternative to revolutionary terrorism to fight against a 

colonial government. 

• Motilal Tejawat organised the Bhils and the Bhil movement strengthened the 

non-cooperation activities. 

• Alluri Sitaram Raju led the tribals in Andhra and combined their demands with 

those of the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding SANKALP scheme 

1. It is a Centrally sponsored scheme 

2. It will provide market relevant training to youth. 

3. It aims to enhance institutional mechanisms for skills development and 

increase access to quality and market-relevant training for the work force. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

SANKALP scheme: 

• SANKALP is a centrally sponsored scheme of Ministry of Skill Development 

& Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 

• It is an outcome focused scheme marking shift in government’s implementation 

strategy in vocational education and training from inputs to results. 

• SANKALP aims to implement the mandate of the National Skill Development 

Mission (NSDM). 

• SANKALP will provide market relevant training to 3.5 crore youth. 
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• Objective: The Objective of the project is to enhance institutional mechanisms 

for skills development and increase access to quality and market-relevant 

training for the work force. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Aurobindo Ghosh 

1. He was the editor of Bande Mataram. 

2. He was appointed as the principal of Bengal National College. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Aurobindo Ghosh was in favour of extending the movement to the rest of India. He 

was appointed as the principal of Bengal National College founded in 1906 to 

encourage patriotic thinking and an education system related to Indian conditions 

and culture. He was also the editor of Bande Mataram and through his editorials 

encouraged strikes, national education etc., in the spirit of the Swadeshi Movement. 

He was assisted by Jatindranath Bannerji and Barindrakumar Ghosh (who 

managed the Anushilan Samiti). 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding the development of Education 

during British rule in India: 

1. Robert Clive set up the Calcutta Madrassa to study and teaching Muslim 

laws and related subjects. 

2. Jonathan Duncan started a Sanskrit College at Varanasi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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In 1781, Warren Hastings set up the Calcutta Madrassa for the study and teaching 

of Muslim law and related subjects. 

In 1791, Jonathan Duncan started a Sanskrit College at Varanasi, where he 

himself was the Resident, for studying of Hindu law and philosophy. 

However, these institutions were primarily designed to provide a regular supply 

of qualified Indians to help the administration of law in the courts of the Company. 

 

18. Consider the following statements regarding Adaptation fund 

1. It has been established under the Kyoto Protocol 

2. IMF serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Adaptation fund: 

• Established under the Kyoto Protocol of the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 

• It finances projects and programmes that help vulnerable communities in 

developing countries adapt to climate change. 

• Initiatives are based on country needs, views and priorities. 

Financing: 

• The Fund is financed in part by government and private donors, and also from a 

two percent share of proceeds of Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) issued 

under the Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism projects. 

Governance: 

• The Fund is supervised and managed by the Adaptation Fund Board (AFB). The 

AFB is composed of 16 members and 16 alternates and meets at least twice a 

year. 

• The World Bank serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund on an interim basis. 
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19. Consider the following pairs of the various Education related 

committees/reforms during British India and respective Governor 

General/Viceroy: 

 Committees  Governor 

General/Viceroy 
1. Hunter Commission : Lord Curzon 
2. Sargeant Plan : Mountbatten 
3. Wood’s Despatch : Lord Ripon 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

Lord Ripon the then Governor-General of India appointed the first Indian 

Education Commission on February 3, 1882 under the Chairmanship of Sir 

William Hunter, a member of the Executive Council of Viceroy. So this Commission 

is popularly known as Hunter Commission. 

The Sargent Scheme, formally known as the Report of the Sargent Commission 

on Post-War Education Development in India, was a 1944 memorandum prepared 

at the behest of the British-run Government of India that outlined the future 

development of literacy and education in India. Lord Wavell was the Viceroy of India 

at that time. 

Sir Charles Wood, the President of the Board of Control, had an important effect 

on spreading English learning and female education in India. When in 1854 he 

sent a dispatch to Lord Dalhousie, the then Governor-General of India, Wood 

suggested that primary schools must adopt vernacular languages, high schools 

must adopt Anglo-vernacular language and at college-level English should be the 

medium of education. This is known as Wood’s despatch. 

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding Cabinet Secretary 

1. He is appointed for a fixed tenure of 5 years. 

2. It functions directly under the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 

3. He is responsible for the administration of the Government of India 

(Transaction of Business) Rules, 1961 and the Government of India 

(Allocation of Business) Rules 1961. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Cabinet Secretary 

• A cabinet secretary is appointed for a fixed tenure of two years. 

• According to All India Services (Death-Cum-Retirement-Benefits) Rules, 1958, 

the government can give extension in service to a cabinet secretary provided the 

total tenure does not exceed four years. 

• As per the modified rules, the central government may give an extension in 

service for a further period not exceeding three months, beyond the period of four 

years to a cabinet secretary. 

Role of the cabinet secretary: 

• The cabinet secretariat is under the direct charge of the prime minister. 

• The administrative head of the secretariat is the cabinet secretary who is also 

the ex-officio chairman of the civil services board. 

Functions: 

• The cabinet secretariat assists in decision-making in government by ensuring 

inter-ministerial coordination, ironing out differences amongst ministries or 

departments and evolving consensus through the instrumentality of the standing 

or ad hoc committees of secretaries. 

• Management of major crisis situations in the country and coordinating activities 

of various ministries in such a situation is also one of the functions of the cabinet 

secretariat. 

• Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for the administration of the Government of 

India (Transaction of Business) Rules, 1961 and the Government of India 

(Allocation of Business) Rules 1961, facilitating smooth transaction of 

business in Ministries/ Departments of the Government. 

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding the Dr. B. R, Ambedkar: 

1. He established the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha to promote education and 

socio-economic improvements among the Dalits. 

2. He started magazine ‘Mooknayak’. 

3. He did not attend the third Round Table Conference as Congress skipped 

the conference. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  17 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha is a central institution formed by Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar for removing difficulties of the untouchables and placing their grievances 

before government. 

On January 31, 1920, one hundred years ago, Mooknayak newspaper was founded 

by B.R. Ambedkar. (Thus, important for this year prelims). Mooknayak, literally 

translates to the leader of voiceless. Despite its short life, Mooknayak laid the 

foundations of an assertive and organised Dalit politics. 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar attended all the three round table conferences. 

https://thewire.in/media/mooknayak-ambedkar-newspaper  

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding the Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan: 

1. He founded the Khudai Khidmatgar. 

2. He was against the idea of partition of India. 

3. He was a recipient of Bharat Ratna Award. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the foremost 20th-century leader of the Pashtuns who became 

a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and was called the “Frontier Gandhi.” 

Soon after attending an Indian National Congress (Congress Party) gathering in 

1929, Ghaffar Khan founded the Red Shirt movement (Khudai Khitmatgar) among 

the Pashtuns. 

He strongly opposed the idea of partition of India. 
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Though usually conferred on India-born citizens, the Bharat Ratna has been 

awarded to one naturalised citizen – Mother Teresa, and to two non-Indians: 

Pakistan national Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Nelson Mandela. 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding eBkry e-auction portal 

1. It has been launched by RBI 

2. It aims to enable online auction by banks of attached assets transparently 

and cleanly for the improved realization of value. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

eBkry portal: 

• Union Finance Ministry has recently launched the eBkry e-auction portal. 

• Objective: To enable online auction by banks of attached assets transparently 

and cleanly for the improved realization of value. 

Key features: 

• It is framework for promoting online auction of assets attached by the banks. 

• It is equipped with the property search features and contains navigational links 

to all PSBs e-auction sites. 

• The framework aims to provide single-window access to information on 

properties. 

 

24. Which of the following leaders gave the following slogan – “Bombs and pistols 

do not make a revolution. The sword of revolution is sharpened on the whetting 

stone of ideas”? 

 (a) Mahatma Gandhi 

 (b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

 (c) Bhagat Singh 

 (d) Aurobindo Ghosh 
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Solution: C 

 

In order to prick the conscience of Indian leaders supporting repressive bills in the 

legislative assembly, Bhagat singh along with BK Dutt threw bombs in the central 

hall on April 8, 1929. He had good knowledge of explosives but used low intensity 

bombs. The motive was not to kill but to make the deaf ears listen. He allowed himself 

to be arrested knowing well that it could be fatal. The purpose also was to use the 

situation to sensitise the masses. During the trial, in the statement before the Lahore 

high court, he said: “As a result of the explosion, a few persons received minor 

scratches. There was pandemonium. Visitors and members of the assembly ran out. 

Only my friend BK Dutt and myself remained seated in the visitors gallery and offered 

ourselves for arrest… We are not afraid of any punishment but when saw the coming 

catastrophe, decided to give a timely warning with a loud voice …Generally a wrong 

meaning is attributed to the word revolution… Our understanding is that BOMBS 

AND PISTOLS DO NOT MAKE REVOLUTION. THE SWORD OF REVOLUTION IS 

SHARPENED ON THE WHETTING-STONE OF IDEAS. By revolution we mean end of 

the miseries of capitalist wars“. 

 

25. Operation Twist term is often seen in the news, is related to 

 (a) Labour reforms 

 (b) Non-performing loans 

 (c) Small Finance Banks 

 (d) Interest rates 

 

Solution: D 

 

Operation Twist: 

• RBI launched US-style ‘Operation Twist’ to bring down interest rates. 

• ‘Operation Twist’ is when the central bank uses the proceeds from sale of short-

term securities to buy long-term government debt papers, leading to easing of 

interest rates on the long-term papers. 

• The objective behind such an operation is management of the yield curve. 

• It will help to make loans less expensive with those looking to buy homes, cars 

and make savings less desirable as it doesn’t pay much interest. 

• Other central banks, including the US Federal Reserve, have used similar 

measures. This is the first time RBI has undertaken such an unconventional 

policy measure with the aim of flattening the yield curve by lowering longer rates 

to boost lending and growth. 
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DAY – 10  

 

26. Consider the following pairs of Tribal/peasant movements with their leaders 

1. Indigo Revolt : Degambar Biswas 
2. Kondh uprisings : Ratna Nayak 
3. Bhuyan and Juang Rebellions : Chakra Bisnoi 
4. Kol Uprisings : Buddho Bhagat 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Pagal Panthis Movement of the Hajong and Garo tribes under the leadership 

of Karam Shah and Tipu Shah (1825-1835; Mymensingh district, earlier in 

Bengal) 

• Indigo Revolt by Bengal indigo cultivators led by Degambar and Bishnu Biswas 

(1859-1860; Nadia district) 

• Phadke’s Ramosi Uprising by Ramosi peasants led by Wasudeo Balwant 

Phadke (1877-1887; Maharashtra) 

• Kol Uprisings by the Kols of Chottanagpur led by Buddho Bhagat (1831); 

against expansion of British rule on their lands and transfer of their lands to 

outsiders; the revolt was suppressed. 

• Santhal Rebellion by the Santhals led by Sido and Kanhu (1855-56; Bihar); 

against the practices of zamindars and moneylenders; the rebellion later turned 

anti-British and was suppressed. 

• Kondh uprisings led by Chakra Bisnoi (1837-56 and later in 1914; hilly region 

extending from Tamil Nadu to Bengal; in Orissa in 1914); against interference in 

tribal customs and imposition of new taxes. 

• Bhuyan and Juang Rebellions by the Bhuyans, Juangs and Kals; first uprising 

was led by Ratna Nayak; second uprising was led by Dharni Dhar Nayak (1867-

68; 1891-93; Kheonjhar, Orissa); against the installation of a British protege on 

the throne after the death of their raja in 1867. 

• Koya Revolts by the Koyas and the Khonda Sara Chiefs 

– led by Tomma Sora in 1879-80 

– led by Raja Anantayyar in 1886 
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27. Consider the following pairs newspaper/journals and their founder 

1. Hindu Patriot : Girishchandra Ghosh 
2. Tribune (daily) : Dayal Singh Majeetia 
3. Talvar : Taraknath Das 
4. Free Hindustan : Virendranath Chattopadhyay 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

Hindu Patriot 1853, Calcutta - Girishchandra Ghosh (later, Harishchandra Mukerji 

became owner-cum-editor) 

Tribune (daily) 1881, Lahore :  Dayal Singh Majeetia 

Talvar Berlin :  Virendranath Chattopadhyay 

Free Hindustan Vancouver   : Taraknath Das 

 

28. Digital Payment Index has been released by: 

(a) The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

(b) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

(c) Indian Banks' Association (IBA) 

(d) Ministry of Finance 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a Digital Payments Index (DPI) to 

assess and capture the extent of digitalisation of payments effectively. 

“The DPI would be based on multiple parameters and shall reflect accurately the 

penetration and deepening of various digital payment modes. The DPI will be made 

available from July 2020 onwards,” the Reserve Bank said in its statement on 

developmental and regulatory policies. 

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/rbi-to-create-digital-payments-index-to-

assess-capture-extent-of-digitalisation-11580971350471.html  
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29. Consider the following statements regarding Revolt of Moamarias 

1. The revolt of the Moamarias was a potent challenge to the authority of 

British in Assam. 

2. The Moamarias were low-caste peasants who followed the teachings of 

Aniruddhadeva. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Revolt of Moamarias (1769-99) 

• The revolt of the Moamarias in 1769 was a potent challenge to the authority of 

Ahom kings of Assam. The Moamarias were low-caste peasants who followed 

the teachings of Aniruddhadeva (1553-1624), and their rise was similar to that 

of other low-caste groups in north India. Their revolts weakened the Ahoms 

and opened the doors for others to attack the region, for instance, in 1792, the 

King of Darrang (Krishnanarayan), assisted by his band of burkandazes (the 

demobilised soldiers of the Muslim armies and zamindars) revolted. To crush 

these revolts, the Ahom ruler had to request for British help. The Moamarias 

made Bhatiapar their headquarters. Rangpur (now in Bangladesh) and Jorhat 

were the most affected region. Although, the Ahom kingdom survived the 

rebellion, the weakened kingdom fell to a Burmese invasion and finally came 

under British rule. 

 

30. Which of the following is/are properties of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)? 

1. They remain intact for exceptionally long periods of time. 

2. They accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms including humans. 

3. They are found at higher concentrations at higher levels in the food chain. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) are organic chemical substances, that is, 

they are carbon-based. They possess a particular combination of physical and 

chemical properties such that, once released into the environment, they: 

• remain intact for exceptionally long periods of time (many years); 

• become widely distributed throughout the environment as a result of natural 

processes involving soil, water and, most notably, air; 

• accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms including humans, and are 

found at higher concentrations at higher levels in the food chain; and 

• are toxic to both humans and wildlife. 

As a result of releases to the environment over the past several decades due especially 

to human activities, POPs are now widely distributed over large regions (including 

those where POPs have never been used) and, in some cases, they are found around 

the globe. This extensive contamination of environmental media and living 

organisms includes many foodstuffs and has resulted in the sustained exposure of 

many species, including humans, for periods of time that span generations, resulting 

in both acute and chronic toxic effects. 

In addition, POPs concentrate in living organisms through another process called 

bioaccumulation. Though not soluble in water, POPs are readily absorbed in fatty 

tissue, where concentrations can become magnified by up to 70,000 times the 

background levels. Fish, predatory birds, mammals, and humans are high up the 

food chain and so absorb the greatest concentrations. When they travel, the POPs 

travel with them. As a result of these two processes, POPs can be found in people 

and animals living in regions such as the Arctic, thousands of kilometers from 

any major POPs source. 

Specific effects of POPs can include cancer, allergies and hypersensitivity, damage 

to the central and peripheral nervous systems, reproductive disorders, and 

disruption of the immune system. Some POPs are also considered to be endocrine 

disrupters, which, by altering the hormonal system, can damage the reproductive 

and immune systems of exposed individuals as well as their offspring; they can also 

have developmental and carcinogenic effects. 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=199362  

http://www.pops.int/TheConvention/ThePOPs/tabid/673/Default.aspx  

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding Pabna Agrarian Leagues 

1. The peasants of Patna district formed an agrarian league to resist the 

oppressive practices and demands of the zamindars. 

2. The main form of struggle was that of legal resistance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Pabna Agrarian Leagues 

During the 1870s and 1880s, large parts of Eastern Bengal witnessed agrarian 

unrest caused by oppressive practices of beyond legal limits and prevented the 

tenants from acquiring occupancy rights under Act X of 1859. To achieve their ends, 

the zamindars resorted to forcible evictions, seizure of cattle and crops and 

prolonged, costly litigation in courts where the poor peasant found himself at a 

disadvantage. Having had enough of the oppressive regime, the peasants of 

Yusufshahi Pargana in Patna district formed an agrarian league or combination to 

resist the demands of the zamindars. The league organised a rent strike—the ryots 

refused to pay the enhanced rents, challenging the zamindars in the courts. Funds 

were raised by ryots to fight the court cases. The struggles spread throughout Patna 

and to other districts of East Bengal. The main form of struggle was that of legal 

resistance; there was very little violence. 

Though the peasant discontent continued to linger on till 1885, most of the cases 

had been solved, partially through official persuasion and partially because of 

zamindars’ fears. Many peasants were able to acquire occupancy rights and resist 

enhanced rents. The government also promised to undertake legislation to protect 

the tenants from the worst aspects of zamindari oppression. In 1885, the Bengal 

Tenancy Act was passed. 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Diwan Velu Thampi’s Revolt 

1. The revolt was organized against the East India Company after harsh 

conditions were imposed on the state of Travancore 

2. Kundara Proclamation called for taking up arms against the British to oust 

them from the native soil. 

3. Kundara Proclamation was addressed by King of Travancore. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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Diwan Velu Thampi’s Revolt (1808-1809) 

The East India Company’s harsh conditions imposed on the state of Travancore, 

after both of them agreed to a subsidiary alliance arrangement under Wellesley in 

1805, caused deep resentment in the region. The ruler was not able to pay the 

subsidy and fell in arrears. The British resident of Travancore was meddling in the 

internal affairs of the state. The highhanded attitude of the Company compelled 

Prime Minister (or Dalawa) Velu Thampi to rise against the Company, assisted by 

the Nair troops. Velu Thampi addressed a gathering in Kundara, openly calling for 

taking up arms against the British to oust them from the native soil. This was later 

known as the Kundara Proclamation. There was large scale rebellion against the 

British as a result. A large military operation had to be undertaken to restore peace. 

The Maharaja of Travancore had not wholly supported the rebellion and defected to 

the side of the Company. Velu Thampi killed himself to avoid capture. The rebellion 

petered out. 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding the National Organic Festival, 

2020: 

1. It was jointly organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) 

and the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare. 

2. Theme of the festival was “Unleashing India’s Organic Market Potential”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Organic Food Festival was jointly inaugurated by Smt.  Harsimrat Kaur Badal, 

Union Minister for Food Processing Industries and Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Union 

Minister for Women and Child Development and Textiles. 

The Organic Food Festival for Women Entrepreneurs is as an outcome of the MoU 

(which aims at building capacities of women entrepreneurs) signed between the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) and Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (M/o WCD). 

The festival cum exhibition that was held under the theme “Unleashing India’s 

Organic Market Potential” 
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34. Consider the following statements regarding the Pagal Panthis 

1. The Pagal Panthi is a semi-religious group mainly constituting the Hajong 

and Garo tribes. 

2. It was founded by Tipu Shah. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Pagal Panthis 

The Pagal Panthi, a semi-religious group mainly constituting the Hajong and Garo 

tribes of Mymensingh district (earlier in Bengal), was founded by Karam Shah. But 

the tribal peasants organised themselves under Karam Shah’s son, Tipu, to fight the 

oppression of the zamindars. From 1825 to 1835, the Pagal Panthis refused to pay 

rent above a certain limit and attacked the houses of zamindars. The government 

introduced an equitable arrangement to protect these peasants, but the movement 

was violently suppressed. 

 

35. Consider the following statements regarding the International Hydrographic 

Organization: 

1. It is an intergovernmental organization. 

2. It works to ensure all the world’s seas, oceans and navigable waters are 

surveyed and charted. 

3. India is yet to join the organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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The International Hydrographic Organization is an intergovernmental 

organization that works to ensure all the world’s seas, oceans and navigable waters 

are surveyed and charted. Established in 1921, it coordinates the activities of 

national hydrographic offices and promotes uniformity in nautical charts and 

documents. It issues survey best practices, provides guidelines to maximize the use 

of hydrographic survey data and develops hydrographic capabilities in Member 

States. 

India is a member of the organization. India is represented by the Indian Naval 

Hydrographic Department (INHD), headed by the Chief Hydrographer to the 

Government of India, is an Indian government agency responsible for hydrographic 

surveys and nautical charting in India. Indian Naval Hydrographic Department 

(INHD)’s headquarters National Hydrographic Office is located in Dehradun, 

Uttrakhand beside the Principal Controller of Defense Accounts Office. Presently, the 

department is equipped with eight indigenously built survey ships including a 

catamaran hull survey vessel (CHSV). The National Institute of Hydrography is the 

training institute to impart knowledge regarding hydrography and to train its 

personnel. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/ins-jamuna-to-do-detailed-

hydrographic-survey-during-deployment-in-sl/articleshow/74122062.cms  

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding movements in north-eastern 

frontier and the non-frontier tribal revolts 

1. The tribes which shared tribal and cultural links with countries across the 

border did not concern themselves much with the nationalist struggle. 

2. The frontier tribal revolts under the British continued for a longer time than 

the non-frontier tribal movements. 

3. Sanskritisation movements were almost totally absent in the north-east 

frontier region in the colonial period. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The movements of the tribes of the north-eastern frontier were different from the 

non-frontier tribal revolts in some aspects. 

For one thing, the tribes which shared tribal and cultural links with countries across 

the border did not concern themselves much with the nationalist struggle. Their 
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revolts were often in favour of political autonomy within the Indian Union or complete 

independence. 

Secondly, these movements were not forest-based or agrarian revolts as these tribals 

were generally in control of land and forest area. The British entered the north-

eastern areas much later than the non-frontier tribal areas. 

Thirdly, the frontier tribal revolts under the British continued for a longer time than 

the non-frontier tribal movements. De-sanskritisation movements also spread 

among the frontier tribals. The Meiteis organised a movement during Churchand 

Maharaja’s rule (between 1891 and 1941) to denounce the malpractices of the neo-

Vaishnavite Brahmins. Sanskritisation movements were almost totally absent in the 

north-east frontier region in the colonial period. 

 

37. Consider the following statements regarding characteristics of Tribal Revolts 

1. All ‘outsiders’ were seen as enemies. 

2. A common cause was the resentment against the imposition of laws by the 

foreign government. 

3. Many uprisings were led by messiah-like figures who encouraged their 

people to revolt. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Characteristics of Tribal Revolts 

There were some common characteristics of the tribal uprisings even though they 

were separated from one another in time and space. 

Tribal identity or ethnic ties lay behind the solidarity shown by these groups. Not all 

‘outsiders’ were, however, seen as enemies: the poor who lived by their manual labour 

or profession and had a socially/economically supportive role in the village were left 

alone; the violence was directed towards the money-lenders and traders who were 

seen as extensions of the colonial government. 

A common cause was the resentment against the imposition of laws by the ‘foreign 

government’ that was seen as an effort at destroying the tribals’ traditional 

socioeconomic framework. 

Many uprisings were led by messiah-like figures who encouraged their people to 

revolt and who held out the promise that they could end their suffering brought about 

by the ‘outsiders’. 
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The tribal uprisings were doomed from the beginning, given the outdated arms they 

fought with as against the modern weapons and techniques used by their opponents. 

 

38. Rathwa Tribe, sometime seen in the news, are largely located in which of the 

following state? 

 (a) Telangana 

 (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Haryana 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Rathwa (also spelled Rathawa, Rathva, Rahava, Rathia and Rathiya) are an 

adivasi (indigenous tribal) community mostly living in the state of Gujarat, India. 

The Rathwa derive their name from the word rathbistar, which means an inhabitant 

of a forest or hilly region. Their communal belief is that they came to the Gujarat 

area in the middle ages from what is now known as Madhya Pradesh. 

According to the Government of Gujarat, they are now found in the talukas of Chhota 

Udaipur, Jabugam and Nasvadi in Vadodara district and the Baria, Halol and Kalol 

talukas of Panchmahal district. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/demand-for-tribal-status-

rathwas-to-boycott-political-activities-in-chhota-udepur-5516414/  

 

39. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Press Act, 1910 

1. This Act revived the worst features of the Vernacular Press Act (VPA). 

2. It was nicknamed as “the gagging Act”. 

3. The printer of a newspaper was required to submit 20 copies of each issue 

to local government free of charge. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 
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Indian Press Act, 1910 This Act revived the worst features of the VPA—local 

government was empowered to demand a security at registration from the 

printer/publisher and fortfeit/deregister if it was an offending newspaper, and the 

printer of a newspaper was required to submit two copies of each issue to local 

government free of charge. 

The Vernacular Press Act (VPA) came to be nicknamed “the gagging Act”. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding Masala Bond 

1. Masala bonds are rupee-denominated instruments issued abroad by Indian 

borrowers 

2. The advantage of these bonds is that any depreciation in the rupee will not 

affect the investor 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

What are Masala Bonds? 

• They are bonds issued outside India by an Indian entity or corporate. These 

bonds are issued in Indian currency than local currency.  Indian corporates 

usually issue Masala Bonds to raise funds from foreign investors. As it is 

pegged into Indian currency, if the rupee rates fall, investors bear the risk. The 

first Masala bond was issued in 2014 by IFC for the infrastructure projects in 

India. 

How does Masala Bonds help bond issuer? 

• As Masala bonds are issued directly in Indian rupees, the investor needs to 

bear the exchange rate risks. Rupee rate falls will not affect the issuer of 

Masala Bonds. In simpler words, as Masala Bonds are rupee-denominated 

bonds, the risk goes directly to the investor. 

Who is eligible to invest in Masala bonds? 

• Investors from outside of India who would like to invest in Indian assets can 

invest in Masala bonds. Indian entities like HDFC, NTPC and Indiabulls Housing 

have raised funds via Masala Bonds. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-masala-bonds-

where-can-these-be-issued-5734218/  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/what-are-masala-bonds/  
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41. Consider the following statements regarding Metcalfe Act 

1. Metcalfe was called as liberator of the Indian press. 

2. The result of a liberal press policy was a rapid growth of newspapers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Press Act of 1835 or Metcalfe Act 

• Metcalfe (governor-general—1835-36) repealed the obnoxious 1823 ordinance 

and earned the epithet, “liberator of the Indian press”. The new Press Act 

(1835) required a printer/publisher to give a precise account of premises of a 

publication and cease functioning, if required by a similar declaration. The result 

of a liberal press policy was a rapid growth of newspapers. 

 

42. Anandamath, a semi-historical novel by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, is 

based on: 

 (a) Sanyasi Revolt 

 (b) Swadeshi Movement 

 (c) Moplah Rebellion 

 (d) Bardoli Satyagraha 

 

Solution: A 

 

The disastrous famine of 1770 and the harsh economic order of the British 

compelled a group of sanyasis in Eastern India to fight the British yoke. Originally 

peasants, even some evicted from land, these sanyasis were joined by a large number 

of dispossessed small zamindars, disbanded soldiers and rural poor. They raided 

Company factories and the treasuries, and fought the Company’s forces. It was only 

after a prolonged action that Warren Hastings could subdue the sanyasis. Equal 

participation of Hindus and Muslims characterised the uprisings, sometimes 

referred to as the Fakir Rebellion. Majnum Shah (or Majnu Shah), Chirag Ali, Musa 

Shah, Bhawani Pathak and Debi Chaudhurani were important leaders. Debi 

Chaudhurani’s participation recognizes the women’s role in early resistances 

against the British. Anandamath, a semi-historical novel by Bankim Chandra 
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Chattopadhyay, is based on the Sanyasi Revolt. Bankim Chandra also wrote a 

novel, Devi Chaudhurani, as he saw the importance of women too taking up the 

struggle against an alien rule that posed a threat to traditional Indian values. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding New Development Bank (NDB) 

1. It is a multilateral development bank established by BRICS. 

2. The first regional office of the NDB is in New Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS Development 

Bank, is a multilateral development bank established by the BRICS states (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa). 

According to the Agreement on the NDB, “the Bank shall support public or private 

projects through loans, guarantees, equity participation and other financial 

instruments.” Moreover, the NDB “shall cooperate with international 

organizations and other financial entities, and provide technical assistance for 

projects to be supported by the Bank. The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, 

China. 

The first regional office of the NDB is in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS): 

1. The sabha was founded in Lucknow in April 1936 with N.G. Ranga as the 

president and Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as the general secretary. 

2. The AIKS and the Congress held their sessions in Faizpur in 1936. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: B 

 

The All India Kisan Congress/Sabha: 

• This sabha was founded in Lucknow in April 1936 with Swami Sahjanand 

Saraswati as the president and N.G. Ranga as the general secretary. A kisan 

manifesto was issued and a periodical under Indulal Yagnik started. The AIKS 

and the Congress held their sessions in Faizpur in 1936. The Congress 

manifesto (especially the agrarian policy) for the 1937 provincial elections was 

strongly influenced by the AIKS agenda 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding World Sustainable Development 

Summit (WSDS) 

1. It is a platform to accelerate action towards sustainable development and 

climate change. 

2. It is an annual event organized by The Energy and Resources Institute 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 Nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) is The Energy and 

Resources Institute’s annual event. The theme of the 2020 edition of the Summit 

is ‘Towards 2030 Goals: Making the Decade Count’. 

It is a platform to accelerate action towards sustainable development and climate 

change. 

The World Sustainable Development Summit brings together Nobel laureates,  

political leaders,  decision-makers from bilateral and multilateral institutions, 

business leaders, high-level functionaries from the diplomatic corps, scientists and 

researchers, media personnel, and members of civil society; on a common platform 

to deliberate on issues related to sustainable development. 

 

46. Consider the following statements: 

1. N.M. Lokhanday started the newspaper Bharat Shramjeev. 

2. Sasipada Banerjea started newspaper Deenbandhu. 
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3. Sorabjee Shapoorji Bengalee set up the Bombay Mill and Millhands 

Association. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sasipada Banerjea started a workingmen’s club and newspaper Bharat 

Shramjeevi. 

Sorabjee Shapoorji Bengalee tried to get a bill, providing better working 

conditions to labour, passed in the Bombay Legislative Council. 

Narain Meghajee Lokhanday started the newspaper Deenbandhu and set up the 

Bombay Mill and Millhands Association. 

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding the Trade Union Act, 1926: 

1. It recognized trade unions as legal associations. 

2. It put some restrictions on political activities of the Trade unions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Trade Union Act, 1926 

• recognised trade unions as legal associations; 

• laid down conditions for registration and regulation of trade union activities; 

• secured immunity, both civil and criminal, for trade unions from prosecution 

for legitimate activities, but put some restrictions on their political activities. 
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48. With reference to the Quality Council of India (QCI), consider the following 

statements 

1. The Mission of QCI is to lead nationwide quality movement in India by 

involving all stakeholders for emphasis on adherence to quality standards 

in all spheres of activities. 

2. The Quality Council of India (QCI) is a pioneering experiment of the 

Government of India in setting up organizations in partnership with the 

Indian industry. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

ABOUT QCI 

• The Quality Council of India (QCI) is a pioneering experiment of the Government 

of India in setting up organizations in partnership with the Indian industry. 

• The Mission of QCI is to lead nationwide quality movement in India by 

involving all stakeholders for emphasis on adherence to quality standards in all 

spheres of activities primarily for promoting and protecting interests of the nation 

and its citizens. 

Main Objectives 

• To achieve the Mission of QCI by playing a pivotal role in propagating, adoption 

and adherence to quality standards in all important spheres of activities 

including education, healthcare, environment protection, governance, social 

sectors, infrastructure sector and such other areas of organized activities that 

have significant bearing in improving the quality of life and wellbeing of the 

citizens of India and without restricting its generality shall inter-alia include: 

• To lead nationwide quality movement in the country through National Quality 

Campaign aimed at creating awareness amongst citizens, empowering them to 

demand quality in all spheres of activities, and promoting and protecting their 

wellbeing by encouraging manufacturers and suppliers of goods and service 

providers for adoption of and adherence to quality standards and tools. 

• To develop apropos capacities at the level of Governments, Institutions and 

enterprises for implementing & institutionalizing continuous quality 

improvement. 

https://www.qcin.org/about-qci.php  
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49. Who among the following leaders wrote “The Golden Threshold”, a collection of 

poems? 

(a) Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 

(b) Sarojini Naidu 

(c) Usha Mehta 

(d) Savitri Phule 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Golden Threshold includes the lovely ‘Indian Love-Song’, along with several 

other poignant poems. Every poem offers a sense of comprehension into the thoughts 

and feelings of this widely foremost and inspirational woman. The verses are divided 

into three classes: Folk Songs, Songs for Music and Poems. It was written by Sarojini 

Naidu. 

https://www.indiatvnews.com/fyi/independence-day-five-women-freedom-fighter-

role-models-some-names-like-jhansi-rani-642005  

 

50. Which among the following nations have administrative control over Canary 

Islands? 

 (a) France 

 (b) Russia 

 (c) Spain 

 (d) Portugal 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Canary Islands are the most southerly region of Spain and the largest and most 

populated archipelago of Macaronesia. Historically, the Canary Islands have been 

considered a bridge between four continents: Africa, North America, South America 

and Europe. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/baby-born-on-boat-among-87-

saved-off-canary-islands/article30824183.ece 
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DAY – 11  

 

51. Consider the following statements regarding the reforms in the sphere of Child 

Marriage during the British rule in India: 

1. A journal called Mahapap Bal Vivah was launched with the efforts of B.M. 

Malabari. 

2. In 1891, through the enactment of the Age of Consent Act, marriageable 

age for a girl was raised to 14 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Child Marriage 

• The practice of child marriage was another social stigma for the women. In 

November 1870, the Indian Reforms Association was started with the efforts 

of Keshav Chandra Sen. A journal called Mahapap Bal Vivah (Child marriage: 

The Cardinal Sin) was also launched with the efforts of B.M. Malabari to fight 

against child marriage. In 1846, the minimum marriageable age for a girl 

was only 10 years. In 1891, through the enactment of the Age of Consent Act, 

this was raised to 12 years. In 1930, through the Sharda Act, the minimum age 

was raised to 14 years. After independence, the limit was raised to 18 years 

in 1978. 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding measures for abolition of’ 

untouchability 

1. Mahatma Gandhi organised the Harijan Sevak Sangh. 

2. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar formed the Bahiskrit Hitkarini Sabha. 

3. Jyotirao Phule organized the Akhil Bharatiya Dalit Varg Sabha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  38 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

Solution: A 

 

In the meantime, a new social consciousness also dawned among the Indians. 

Abolition of untouchability became a major issue of the 19th century social and 

religious reform movements in the country. Mahatma Gandhi made the removal of 

untouchability a part of his constructive programme. He brought out a paper, The 

Harijan, and also organised the Harijan Sevak Sangh. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 

dedicated his entire life for the welfare of the downtrodden. In Bombay, he formed a 

Bahiskrit Hitkarini Sabha in July 1924 for this purpose. Later, he also organized 

the Akhil Bharatiya Dalit Varg Sabha to fight against caste oppression. Jyotirao 

Phule in Western India and Shri Narayana Guru in Kerala respectively established 

the Satya Sadhak Samaj and the Shri Narayana Dharma Partipalana Yogam 

to include self-esteem among the downtrodden. 

 

53. Gender Inequality Index, sometime seen in the news, is released by 

(a) World Bank 

(b) World Economic Forum 

(c) UN Women 

(d) United Nations Development Programme 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) is an index for measurement of gender 

disparity that was introduced in the 2010 Human Development Report 20th 

anniversary edition by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

According to the UNDP, this index is a composite measure to quantify the loss of 

achievement within a country due to gender inequality. It uses three dimensions to 

measure opportunity cost: reproductive health, empowerment, and labor market 

participation. 

The new index was introduced as an experimental measure to remedy the 

shortcomings of the previous indicators, the Gender Development Index (GDI) and 

the Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM), both of which were introduced in the 

1995 Human Development Report. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_Inequality_Index  

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding Arya Samaj 

1. The Arya Samaj was founded by Swami Dayanand Saraswathi. 

2. Swami Dayanand Saraswathi wrote the book Satyartha Prakash which 

contains his ideas. 
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3. The first Dayanand Anglo-Vedic (DAV) School was founded in 1886 at 

Lahore. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Swami Dayanand Saraswathi and the Arya Samaj 

• The Arya Samaj was founded by Swami Dayanand Saraswathi at Bombay in 

1875. Born in Kathiawar in Gujarat, Swami Dayanand (1824-83) was a scholar, 

a patriot, a social reformer and a revivalist. He believed the Vedas were the 

source of true knowledge. His motto was “Back to the Vedas”. He was against 

idol worship, child marriage and caste system based on birth. He encouraged 

intercaste marriages and widow remarriage. He started the Suddhi movement 

to bring back those Hindus who had converted to other religions to its fold. He 

wrote the book Satyartha Prakash which contains his ideas. 

• The Arya Samaj, though founded in Bombay, became very powerful in Punjab 

and spread its influence to other parts of India. It has contributed very much to 

the spread of education. The first Dayanand Anglo-Vedic (DAV) School was 

founded in 1886 at Lahore. 

 

55. Consider the following statements regarding National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT) 

1. It was constituted under SEBI Act 

2. It is an appellate tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was constituted under 

Section 410 of the ‘Companies Act, 2013’ for hearing appeals against the orders 

of National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), with effect from 1st June, 2016. 

• It is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 

(IBC), with effect from 1st December, 2016. 

• It is also the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India under Section 202 and Section 211 

of IBC. 

• It is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any 

direction issued or decision made or order passed by the Competition 

Commission of India (CCI), as per the amendment brought to Section 410 of 

the Companies Act, 2013 by Section 172 of the Finance Act, 2017, with 

effect from 26th May, 2017. 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Prarthana Samaj 

1. The Prarthana Samaj was founded by Justice M.G. Ranade. 

2. It was an off-shoot of Brahmo Samaj. 

3. It was a reform movement within Hinduism and concentrated on social 

reforms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Prarthana Samaj 

• The Prarthana Samaj was founded in 1867 in Bombay by Dr. Atmaram 

Pandurang. It was an off-shoot of Brahmo Samaj. It was a reform movement 

within Hinduism and concentrated on social reforms like inter-dining, inter-

marriage, widow remarriage and uplift of women and depressed classes. Justice 

M.G. Ranade and R.G. Bhandarkar joined it in 1870 and infused new strength 

to it. Justice Ranade promoted the Deccan Education Society. 

 

57. Consider the following statements regarding Ramakrishna Mission 

1. Shri Ramkrishna Paramahamsa founded the Ramkrishna Mission. 
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2. The objectives of this Mission are providing humanitarian relief and social 

work. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Swami Vivekananda and Ramakrishna Mission 

• The original name of Swami Vivekananda was Narendranath Dutta (1863-

1902) and he became the most famous disciple of Shri Ramkrishna 

Paramahamsa. He was born in a prosperous Bengali family of Calcutta and 

educated in Scottish Church College. In 1886 Narendranath took the vow of 

Sanyasa and was given the name, Vivekananda. He preached Vedantic 

Philosophy. He condemned the caste system and the current Hindu 

emphasis on rituals and ceremonies. 

• Swami Vivekananda participated at the Parliament of Religions held in 

Chicago (USA) in September 1893 and raised the prestige of India and Hinduism 

very high. 

• Vivekananda preached the message of strength and self-reliance. He asked the 

people to improve the lives of the poor and depressed classes. He believed that 

service to mankind is service to God. He founded the Ramkrishna Mission at 

Belur in Howrah in 1897. It is a social service and charitable society. The 

objectives of this Mission are providing humanitarian relief and social work 

through the establishment of schools, colleges, hospitals and orphanages. 

 

58. Consider the following statements regarding India State of Forest Report (ISFR), 

2019 

1. All lands, with a forest cover with canopy density of 70% and above is 

classified as Very Dense Forests 

2. Tree cover, defined as patches of trees lessthan 1 hectare and occurring 

outside the recorded forest area 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  42 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

Solution: C 

 

India State of Forest Report (ISFR), 2019 is biennial exercise of Forest Survey of 

India (FSI), an organization under the Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate 

Change which assesses the forest and tree cover, bamboo resources, carbon stock 

and forest fires. 

Forest Cover of India - Forest Cover refers to all lands more than one hectare in 

area, with a tree canopy density of more than 10 percent irrespective of ownership 

and legal status. 

Tree cover, defined as patches of trees less than 1 hectare and occurring outside 

the recorded forest area, grew by 1,212 sqkm 

Very Dense Forest: All lands, with a forest cover with canopy density of 70% and 

above 

Moderately Dense Forest: All lands, with a forest cover with canopy density of 40 – 

70 % 

Open Forest: All lands, with forest cover with canopy density of 10 to 40% 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Sikh Reform Movement 

1. Baba Ram Singh founded the Nirankari Movement. 

2. The Namdhari Movement was founded by Baba Dayal Das. 

3. The Akalis helped to set up the Khalsa College. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Sikh Reform Movement 

Punjab also came under the spell of reforms. Baba Dayal Das founded the Nirankari 

Movement. He insisted the worship of God as nirankar (formless). The Namdhari 

Movement was founded by Baba Ram Singh. His followers wore white clothes and 

gave up meat eating. 

The Singh Sabhas started in Lahore and Amritsar in 1870 were aimed at reforming 

the Sikh society. They helped to set up the Khalsa College at Amritsar in 1892.They 

also encouraged Gurmukhi and Punjabi literature. In 1920, the Akalis started a 

movement to remove the corrupt Mahants (priests) from the Sikh gurudwaras. The 
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British government was forced to make laws on this matter. Later, the Akalis 

organised themselves into a political party. 

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding PRANASH Missile 

1. It is a cruise missile 

2. It is surface to air missile 

3. It can target an enemy missile at a range of 150 km. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

PRANASH Missile is ballistic missile which would be used for tactical missions. 

• It is a surface to surface ballistic missile and will be used by the Army and the 

Air Force for destroying enemy targets at short ranges. 

• The missile would be an advanced version of the 150-km strike range Prahar 

missile developed by the DRDO 

• It is a non-nuclear missile and will be propelled by a single-stage solid 

propellant engine 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-developing-new-200-km-strike-

range-pranash-ballistic-missile-11581256503188.html  

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding Deoband Movement 

1. The Deoband Movement was organised by the orthodox section among the 

Muslim ulema as a revivalist movement. 

2. The Deoband Movement was started by Mohammad Qasim Nanotavi and 

Rashid Ahmed Gangohi. 

3. Deoband School were against the formation of the Indian National 

Congress. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 
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 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Deoband Movement was organised by the orthodox section among the Muslim 

ulema as a revivalist movement with the twin objectives of propagating pure 

teachings of the Quran and Hadis among Muslims and keeping alive the spirit of 

jihad against the foreign rulers. 

The Deoband Movement was begun at the Darul Uloom (or Islamic academic centre), 

Deoband, in Saharanpur district (United Provinces) in 1866 by Mohammad Qasim 

Nanotavi (1832-80) and Rashid Ahmed Gangohi (1828-1905) to train religious 

leaders for the Muslim community. In contrast to the Aligarh Movement, which 

aimed at the welfare of Muslims through Western education and support of the 

British government, the aim of the Deoband Movement was moral and religious 

regeneration of the Muslim community. The instruction imparted at Deoband was 

in original Islamic religion. 

On the political front, the Deoband school welcomed the formation of the Indian 

National Congress and in 1888 issued a fatwa (religious decree) against Syed 

Ahmed Khan’s organisations, the United Patriotic Association and the 

Mohammaden Anglo-Oriental Association. Some critics attribute Deoband’s 

support to the nationalists more to its determined opposition to Syed Ahmed Khan 

than to any positive political philosophy. 

 

62. Consider the following pairs of various commission and their purpose of 

formation: 

 Commission  Purpose 
1. Scott-Moncrieff Commission : Irrigation 
2. Butler Commission : Indian States relation with British 

Crown 
3. Sapru Commission : Labour reforms 
4. Whiteley Commission : Unemployment 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 
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Scott-Moncrieff Commission (Irrigation) by Curzon in 1901 

Fraser Commission (Police Reforms) by Curzon in 1902 

Hunter Commission (Punjab Disturbances) by Chelmsford 1919 

Butler Commission (Indian States relation with British Crown) by Irwin in 1927 

Whiteley Commission (Labour) by Irwin in 1929 

Sapru Commission (Unemployment) by Linlithgow in 1935 

Chalfield Commission (Army) by Linlighgow 1939 

Floud Commission (Tenancy in Bengal) by Linlighgow in 1940 

 

63. Consider the following statements regarding Special economic zone (SEZ) 

1. It is a duty-free enclave and deemed to be foreign territory for the purposes 

of trade operations, duties and tariffs. 

2. Exports from SEZs are growing at a faster rate than overall exports from 

the country in the recent past. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Special economic zone (SEZ) is a duty-free enclave and deemed to be foreign 

territory for the purposes of trade operations, duties and tariffs. 

India’s SEZ Policy was implemented from 1 April, 2000. Subsequently SEZ Act, 2005 

was introduced. Number of operational SEZs have grown to 241. In the recent past, 

exports from SEZs are growing at a faster rate than overall exports from the country. 

A primary requirement for SEZ units to be eligible for benefits is to have a positive 

net foreign exchange (NFE). Net Foreign Exchange criteria is determined by 

subtracting the value of imported inputs, input services and capital goods along with 

the value of all payments made in foreign exchange from the value of exports) 

http://sezindia.nic.in/cms/introduction.php  

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding the reasons for growth of Militant 

Nationalism 

1. Realisation that the true nature of British rule. 
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2. Impact of growth of education and increase in awareness and 

unemployment. 

3. International influences and events which demolished the myth of 

White/European supremacy. 

4. Reactionary policies of Curzon. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Why Militant Nationalism Grew 

• Realisation that the true nature of British rule was exploitative, and that the 

British India government, instead of conceding more, was taking away even what 

existed. 

• Growth of self-confidence and self-respect. 

• Impact of growth of education—increase in awareness and unemployment. 

• International influences and events which demolished the myth of 

white/European supremacy. These included 

o emergence of Japan—an Asian country—as an industrial power 

o Abyssinia’s (Ethiopia) victory over Italy. 

o Boer Wars (1899-1902) in which the British faced reverses. 

o Japan’s victory over Russia (1905). 

o nationalist movements worldwide. 

• Reaction to increasing westernisation. 

• Dissatisfaction with the achievements as well as the methods of the Moderates. 

• Reactionary policies of Curzon such as the Calcutta Corporation Act (1899), the 

Official Secrets Act (1904), the Indian Universities Act (1904) and partition of 

Bengal (1905). 

• Existence of a militant school of thought. 

• Emergence of a trained leadership. 
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The Extremist Ideology 

(i) Hatred for foreign rule 

(ii) Belief in the capacity of the masses 

(iii) Swarajya as goal 

(iv) Advocacy of direct political action and self-sacrifice. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Nirbhaya fund 

1. The fund is created by Ministry of Women and Child Development 

2. It is aimed at enhancing the safety and security for women in the country. 

3. The fund is administered by Department of Economic Affairs of the finance 

ministry. 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Nirbhaya fund: 

The fund is created by Ministry of Finance in 2013 with a corpus of Rs 1000 crore. 

The corpus was to be utilised for upholding safety and dignity of women. 

Ministry of Women and Child Development apart from several other concerned 

ministries were authorized to work out details of structure, scope and application of 

this fund. 

The Fund is administered by Department of Economic Affairs of the finance 

ministry. 

 

66. Consider the following statements 

1. Subhash Chandra Bose and his followers formed the Forward Bloc as a new 

party outside the Congress. 

2. Subhash Chandra Bose announced the formation of the Independence 

League. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Subhash Chandra Bose was president of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee. 

His main area of work lay in the organisation of the youth and promoting the trade 

union movement. Subhash Bose did not agree with Gandhi and other leaders of the 

Congress on many aspects of the struggle for freedom. He along with Jawaharlal 

Nehru opposed the Motilal Nehru Report which spoke for dominion status for 

India. Bose was all for full independence; he also announced the formation of the 

Independence League. When the Lahore Congress session under Jawaharlal 

Nehru’s presidency adopted a resolution that the Congress goal would be ‘Poorna 

Swaraj’, Bose fully endorsed the decision. He was again fully active in the Salt 

Satyagraha Movement in 1930, forcing the government to arrest him. He was 

vehemently against the suspension of the Civil Disobedience Movement and the 

signing of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact in 1931, especially as the government refused to 

negotiate on the death sentence for Bhagat Singh and his associates. From all this 

we get a clear idea that Bose was a man of action and radical ideas. 

In May, Bose and his followers formed the Forward Bloc (at Makur, Unnao) as a new 

party within the Congress. 

 

67. Which of the following organizations/institutions was/were started by Pandita 

Ramabai? 

1. Arya Mahila Samaj. 

2. Sharada Sadan. 

3. Mukti Sadan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Pandita Ramabai was foremost among the Indian leaders who worked for the 

emancipation of women. After the death of her parents she and her brother travelled 

to different parts of the country. They went to Calcutta in 1878. Two years later her 
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brother also died. A little later in 1880 she married a Bengali belonging to a family of 

lower social status. Thus, even at that time she was bold enough to marry a man of 

a different caste and different language. After the death of her husband two years 

later she returned to Poona and started the Arya Mahila Samaj with the help of 

leaders like Ranade and Bhandarkar. 300 women were educated in the Samaj in 

1882. 

Ramabai started the Sharada Sadan (shelter for homeless) for the destitute widows 

with the help of Ranade and Bhandarkar. But soon she was accused of converting 

Hindu women to Christianity and hence had to shift her activities to Khedgoan near 

Poona. She established a Mukti Sadan (freedom house) there. Soon there were 2000 

children and women in the house. Vocational training was given make them self-

reliant. 

 

68. Zero fatality corridor has been launched by 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Maharastra 

 (c) Kerala 

 (d) Delhi 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Delhi government has kicked off its pilot project of creating Delhi’s first ‘zero 

fatality corridor’. It has also issued actionable points to all agencies to ensure a 

10% reduction in road accidents by the end of the year. 

As per the government’s plan, a 3km stretch between Burari Chowk and Bhalswa 

chowk will be taken as a case study for scientific assessment of accidents, road 

engineering, road-user engagement and for checking police enforcement and rapid 

emergency care. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding Kandukuri Veeresalingam: 

1. He was inspired by the principles of Brahmo Samaj. 

2. He started a journal called Viveka Vardhini. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Rao Bahadur Kandukuri Veeresalingam Pantulu was a social reformer and writer 

of Madras Presidency, British India. He is considered as the father of renaissance 

movement in Telugu. He was one of the early social reformers who encouraged 

women education, remarriage of widows which was not supported by the society 

during his time and fought against dowry system. He also started a school in 

Dowlaiswaram in 1874. He constructed a temple known as ‘Brahmo Mandir’ in 1887 

and the ‘Hithakarini School’ in 1908 in Andhra Pradesh. His novel Rajasekhara 

Charitramu is considered to be the first novel in Telugu literature. 

Veeresalingam was inspired by the principles of Brahmo Samaj leaders like Raja 

Rammohan Roy, Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, & Maharshi Keshab 

Chandra Sen. He started his own Brahmo Mandir in Rajahmundry near bridge in 

1887. 

One of the greatest reforms of Veeresalingam was to promote women’s education, 

which was considered to be a taboo in those days. In 1876, he started a journal called 

Viveka Vardhini and published articles about women’s issues of that era. The 

magazine was initially printed at Chennai (then Madras), but with his writings 

gaining popularity, he established his own press at Rajahmundry. 

Veeresalingam served as one of the members of the first Indian National 

Congress (INC) meeting in 1885. 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding Oxytocin 

1. It is naturally secreted by the pituitary glands of mammals 

2. It acts both as a hormone and as a brain neurotransmitter 

3. Recently Indian Medical Association is given permission to producing 

Oxytocin and allowing only the public sector unit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Oxytocin: 

• Oxytocin has also been dubbed the hug hormone, cuddle chemical, moral 

molecule, and the bliss hormone due to its effects on behavior, including its role 

in love and in female reproductive biological functions in reproduction. 
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• Oxytocin is naturally secreted by the pituitary glands of mammals during sex, 

childbirth, lactation or social bonding, 

• Oxytocin is a hormone that is made in the brain, in the hypothalamus. It is 

transported to, and secreted by, the pituitary gland, which is located at the base 

of the brain. 

• It acts both as a hormone and as a brain neurotransmitter. 

• The release of oxytocin by the pituitary gland acts to regulate two female 

reproductive functions: Childbirth and Breast-feeding 

• The Delhi high court had quashed the Centre’s December 14, 2018 notification, 

which had banned its sale by private manufacturers and retail chemists, saying 

the sale was allowed. Essentially, this meant that only KAPL could produce the 

drug as there is no other public sector enterprise doing so. However, Delhi high 

court quashed the amended order too. The central government moved Supreme 

Court against the Delhi high court order. 

 

71. Consider the following statements regarding Savitribhai Phule: 

1. She established a shelter for widows in 1854. 

2. She opened a clinic in 1897 for victims of the bubonic plague. 

3. She set up “Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Birth anniversary of Indian Social Reformer Savitribhai Phule is observed on 

January 3. 

Key facts: 

• Born in Naigaon in Maharashtra on January 3, 1831, Phule is widely regarded 

as one of India’s first generation modern feminists for her significant 

contributions in ensuring equal education opportunities under the British raj. 

• She became the first female teacher in India in 1848 and opened a school for 

girls along with her husband, social reformer Jyotirao Phule. 

• The two also worked against discrimination based on caste-based identity, 

something vehemently opposed by the orthodox sections of society in Pune. 
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• She went on to establish a shelter for widows in 1854 which she further built on 

in 1864 to also accommodate destitute women and child brides cast aside by 

their families. 

• Phule also played a pivotal role in directing the work of the Satyashodhak 

Samaj, formed by her husband with the objective to achieve equal rights for the 

marginalised lower castes. 

• Savitribai opened a clinic in 1897 for victims of the bubonic plague that spread 

across Maharashtra just before the turn of the century. 

• She also set up “Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha”. 

• In her honour, University of Pune was renamed Savitribai Phule University in 

2014. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/savitribai-phule/  

 

72. Who among the following social reformer published a set of ‘Notes on Infant 
Marriage and Enforced Widowhood’ ? 

(a) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

(b) Dhondo Keshav Karve 

(c) Behramji Malabari 

(d) Sarojini Naidu 

 

Solution: C 

 

Behramji Merwanji Malabari JP (1853–1912) was an Indian poet, publicist, author, 

and social reformer best known for his ardent advocacy for the protection of the 

rights of women and for his activities against child marriage. 

In August 1884, Malabari published a set of Notes on “Infant Marriage and 

Enforced Widowhood”, that he sent to 4,000 leading Englishmen and Hindus. In it, 

Malabari deplored the “social evil” of “baby marriage” and demanded legislature to 

prevent it. 

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding e-AUSHADHI portal 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Health 

2. It is intended for increased transparency, improved information 

management facility, improved data usability and increased accountability. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

E-AUSHADHI portal: 

• Ministry of State (IC) for AYUSH, launched the e-AUSHADHI portal, for online 

licensing of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy drugs and related 

matters. 

• E-AUSHADHI portal is intended for increased transparency, improved 

information management facility, improved data usability and increased 

accountability. 

• Timelines will be fixed for processing of application through this portal with SMS 

and e-mail status updates at each step of the process. 

• It will provide real-time information of the licensed manufactures and their 

products, cancelled and spurious drugs, contact details of the concerned 

authority for specific grievances. 

 

74. Consider the following statements regarding the contributions of a social 

reformer: 

1. He started the newspaper Darpan. 

2. He started Digdarshan which published articles on scientific subjects as 

well as history. 

3. He founded the Bombay Native General Library. 

Who among the following social reformer is referred through the above given 

information? 

 (a) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar 

 (b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

 (c) Gopalhari Deshmukh 

 (d) Balshastri Jambhekar 

 

Solution: D 

 

Balshastri Jambhekar (1812-1846) was a pioneer of social reform through 

journalism in Bombay; he attacked brahminical orthodoxy and tried to reform 

popular Hinduism. He started the newspaper Darpan in 1832. Known as the father 

of Marathi journalism, Jambhekar used the Darpan to awaken the people to 

awareness of social reforms, such as widow remarriage, and to instil in the masses 
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a scientific approach to life. In 1840, he started Digdarshan which published articles 

on scientific subjects as well as history. 

Jambhekar founded the Bombay Native General Library and started the Native 

Improvement Society of which an offshoot was the Students Literary and Scientific 

Library. He was the first professor of Hindi at the Elphinston College, besides being 

a director of the Colaba Observatory 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding Central Wakf Council 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. It has been established for the purpose of advising Centre on matters 

pertaining to working of the State Wakf Boards and proper administration 

of the Wakfs in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Central Wakf Council: 

• Central Wakf Council is a statutory body established in 1964 by the Government 

of India under Wakf Act, 1954 (now a sub section the Wakf Act, 1995). 

• It has been established for the purpose of advising Centre on matters pertaining 

to working of the State Wakf Boards and proper administration of the Wakfs in 

the country. 

• It is a permanent dedication of movable or immovable properties for religious, 

pious or charitable purposes as recognized by Muslim Law, given by 

philanthropists. 

• Composition and appointments: The Council is headed by a Chairperson, who is 

the Union Minister in charge of Wakfs and there are maximum 20 other 

members, appointed by Government of India as stipulated in the Wakf Act. 

 

DAY – 12  

 

76. Arrange the following cities from north to south 

1. Beijing 
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2. Shanghai 

3. Wuhan 

4. Nanning 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 1 4 3 

 (b) 2 1 3 4 

 (c) 1 2 4 3 

 (d) 1 2 3 4 

 

Solution: D 
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77. Which of the following countries does/do border the South China Sea? 

1. Malaysia 

2. Thailand 

3. Laos 

4. Vietnam 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 
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States and territories with borders on the sea (clockwise from north) include: the 

People’s Republic of China, the Republic of China (Taiwan), the Philippines, Malaysia, 

Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore, and Vietnam. 

 

78. Consider the following statements regarding Species Survival commission (SSC) 

1. It was initiated by World Bank 

2. It is a science-based network of more than 9,000 volunteer experts from 

almost every country of the world. 

3. SSC members also provide scientific advice to conservation organisations, 

government agencies 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) is a science-based network of more than 

9,000 volunteer experts from almost every country of the world, all working together 

towards achieving the vision of, “A just world that values and conserves nature 

through positive action to reduce the loss of diversity of life on earth”. 

Working in close association with IUCN’s Global Species Programme, SSC’s major 

role is to provide information to IUCN on biodiversity conservation, the inherent value 

of species, their role in ecosystem health and functioning, the provision of ecosystem 

services, and their support to human livelihoods. This information is fed into The 

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

SSC members also provide scientific advice to conservation organisations, 

government agencies and other IUCN members, and support the implementation of 

multilateral environmental agreements. 

https://www.iucn.org/commissions/species-survival-commission/about  

 

79. Which of the following countries does/do border the Red sea? 

1. Saudi Arabia 

2. Oman 

3. Yemen 

4. Sudan 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

 

80. Consider the following statement regarding World Resources Institute (WRI) 

1. It is a global research non-profit organization established in 1982. 

2. It receives substantial fund from national governments. 

3. WRI partners with local and national governments, private companies, 

publicly held corporations to conserve biodiversity 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

The World Resources Institute (WRI) is a global research non-profit organization 

established in 1982 with funding from the MacArthur Foundation under the 

leadership of James Gustave Speth.W 

WRI’s activities are focused on seven areas: food, forests, water, energy, cities, 

climate and ocean. 

The World Resources Institute (WRI) maintains international offices in the United 

States, China, India, Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, and Brazil.  The organization’s 

mission is to promote environmental sustainability, economic opportunity, and 

human health and well-being. 

WRI partners with local and national governments, private companies, publicly held 

corporations, and other non-profits, and offers services including global climate 

change issues, sustainable markets, ecosystem protection, and environmental 

responsible governance services. 

https://www.wri.org/about  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Resources_Institute  

 

81. Arrange the following places from north to south 

1. Damascus 

2. Mosul 

3. Jerusalem 

4. Al Aqabah 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 1 4 3 

 (b) 2 1 3 4 

 (c) 1 2 4 3 

 (d) 1 2 3 4 

 

Solution: B 
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82. Arrange the following cities from East to west 

1. Kuala Lumpur 

2. Hanoi 

3. Singapore 

4. Manila 

Select the correct answer using the code given below? 

 (a) 3 2 4 1 

 (b) 4 2 3 1 

 (c) 1 4 2 3 

 (d) 1 3 2 4 
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Solution: B 

 

 

 

83. Darfur region, sometime seen in the news, is located in which of the following 

region? 

 (a) West Asia 

 (b) South East Asia 

 (c) Northern Africa 

 (d) Southern Africa 

 

Solution: C 
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The Darfur region lies in the western part of the Sudan (Africa’s largest country), 

near the borders with Libya, Chad, and Central African Republic. The population 

of Darfur was estimated in 2002 at about six million, eighty percent of whom live in 

the rural areas. 

 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding P and S-waves 

1. S-waves can travel only through solid materials. 

2. A zone between 105° and 145° from epicentre is identified as the shadow 

zone for both the types of waves. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

 

There are two types of body waves. They are called P and S-waves. P-waves move 

faster and are the first to arrive at the surface. These are also called ‘primary waves’. 

The P-waves are similar to sound waves. They travel through gaseous, liquid and 

solid materials. S-waves arrive at the surface with some time lag. These are called 

secondary waves. An important fact about S-waves is that they can travel only 

through solid materials. This characteristic of the S-waves is quite important. It has 

helped scientists to understand the structure of the interior of the earth. Reflection 

causes waves to rebound whereas refraction makes waves move in different 

directions. The variations in the direction of waves are inferred with the help of their 

record on seismograph. The surface waves are the last to report on seismograph. 

These waves are more destructive. They cause displacement of rocks, and hence, the 

collapse of structures occurs. 

Emergence of Shadow Zone 

Earthquake waves get recorded in seismographs located at far off locations. However, 

there exist some specific areas where the waves are not reported. Such a zone is 

called the ‘shadow zone’. The study of different events reveals that for each 

earthquake, there exists an altogether different shadow zone. It was observed that 

seismographs located at any distance within 105° from the epicentre, recorded the 

arrival of both P and S-waves. However, the seismographs located beyond 145° from 

epicentre, record the arrival of P-waves, but not that of S-waves. Thus, a zone 

between 105° and 145° from epicentre was identified as the shadow zone for both 

the types of waves. The entire zone beyond 105° does not receive S-waves. The 

shadow zone of S-wave is much larger than that of the P-waves. The shadow zone of 

P-waves appears as a band around the earth between 105° and 145° away from the 
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epicentre. The shadow zone of S-waves is not only larger in extent but it is also a 

little over 40 per cent of the earth surface. 

 

85. Consider the following statements regarding National Election Watch (NEW) 

1. It is a non-profit organisation established by Election Commission of India. 

2. It aims to fund the independent candidates who contest elections against 

National parties 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• National Election Watch (NEW) is a nationwide campaign comprising of more 

than 1200 NGOs and other citizen led organizations working together on electoral 

reforms, improving democracy and governance in India. 

• The campaign is active in almost all states of India and has been doing election 

watches for the State Assembly and Lok Sabha Elections since 2002. 

• Among others, the Election Watch activities comprise of collecting data from the 

affidavits filed by the contesting candidates in the elections, collating this 

information in an easy way for the voters to understand and then disseminating 

this information via media and other channels. 

• The campaign enables voters to know about the candidates contesting from their 

constituency and other electoral process information. 

https://adrindia.org/content/national-election-watch  

 

86. Consider the following pairs of minor plates and their locations: 

1. Philippine plate : Between the Asiatic and Pacific plate 
2. Caroline plate : Between South America and Pacific plate 
3. Nazca plate : Between the Philippine and Indian plate 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

Some important minor plates are listed below: 

(i) Cocos plate : Between Central America and Pacific plate 

(ii) Nazca plate : Between South America and Pacific plate 

(iii) Arabian plate : Mostly the Saudi Arabian landmass 

(iv) Philippine plate : Between the Asiatic and Pacific plate 

(v) Caroline plate : Between the Philippine and Indian plate (North of New Guinea) 

(vi) Fuji plate : North-east of Australia. 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding Dharwar rock System 

1. They are the oldest rocks. 

2. They are the oldest metamorphosed rocks. 

3. They are economically the most important rocks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Archaean Gneisses and Schists [4 Billion Years] 

Gneiss == Mineral composition varies from granite to gabbro. 

Schists == mostly crystalline, include mica, talc, hornblende, chlorite, etc. 

These rocks are: 

1. Oldest rocks [pre-Cambrian era] [formed about 4 billion years ago]. 

2. Rocks formed due to solidification of molten magma – the earth’s surface was 

very hot then. 

3. Known as the ‘Basement Complex’ [They are the oldest and forms the base for 

new layers] 

4. Azoic or unfossiliferous, 

5. Foliated (consisting of thin sheets), 
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6. Thoroughly crystalline (because they are volcanic in origin), 

7. Plutonic intrusions (volcanic rocks found deep inside). 

Dharwar System [4 – 1 Billion Years] 

• Formation period ranges from 4 billion years ago to – 1 billion years ago. 

• Highly metamorphosed sedimentary rock-system. [formed due to metamorphosis 

of sediments of Archaean gneisses and schists]. 

• They are the oldest metamorphosed rocks. 

• Found in abundance in the Dharwar district of Karnataka. 

• Economically the most important rocks because they possess valuable minerals 

like high grade iron-ore, manganese, copper, lead, gold, etc. 

 

88. Consider the following statements 

1. Last One Planet Summit was held in January 2019 

2. The World Bank would no longer finance projects for the development of oil 

and natural gas from 2019 

3. One Planet Summit brought together local, regional and national leaders, 

as well as those working in public and private finance to discuss how they 

can support and accelerate global efforts to fight climate change. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

One Planet Summit (“One Earth Summit”) is the title of an extraordinary or 

additional world climate summit announced by French President Emmanuel Macron 

at COP 23 in Bonn in November 2017 on December 12, 2017. 

• The One Planet Summit will bring together local, regional and national leaders, 

as well as those working in public and private finance to discuss how they can 

support and accelerate global efforts to fight climate change.  

As a result, 

• The World Bank announced that it would no longer finance projects for the 

development of oil and natural gas from 2019. The insurance company Axa 

announced that it would no longer insure new coal-fired power plants in the 

future and that it would invest twelve billion euros in “green” projects by 2020. 
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https://www.unenvironment.org/events/summit/one-planet-summit  

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding the Basic Rocks 

1. These rocks are poor in silica. 

2. These rocks cools fast and it does not spread far away. 

3. Presence of heavy elements imparts to these rocks a dark colour. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Acidic Rocks 

• Acidic rocks are characterised by high content of silica (quartz and feldspar) — 

up to 80 per cent. 

• The rest is divided among aluminium, alkalis, magnesium, iron oxide, lime 

etc. 

• These rocks have a lesser content of heavier minerals like iron and 

magnesium. Hence, they are less dense and are lighter in colour than basic 

rocks. 

• These rocks constitute the sial portion of the crust. 

• Due to the excess of silicon, acidic magma cools fast, and it does not flow and 

spread far away. 

• High mountains are formed of this type of rock. 

• Add rocks are hard, compact, massive and resistant to weathering. 

• Granite, quartz and feldspar are typical examples. 

Basic Rocks 

• These rocks are poor in silica (about 40 per cent); magnesia content is up to 40 

per cent, and the remaining is spread over iron oxide, lime, aluminium, alkalis, 

potassium etc. 

• Due to low silica content, the parent material of such rocks cools slowly and 

thus, flows and spreads far away. This flow and cooling give rise to plateaus. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.unenvironment.org/events/summit/one-planet-summit


 

www.insightsonindia.com  68 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

• Presence of heavy elements imparts to these rocks a dark colour. Not being very 

hard, these rocks are weathered relatively easily. 

• Basalt, gabbro and dolerite are typical examples. 

 

90. The Carbon Initiative for Development, sometime seen in the news, is the 

initiative of 

 (a) UNEP 

 (b) World bank 

 (c) UNFCCC 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Carbon Initiative for Development (Ci-Dev) is a World Bank trust fund that 

mobilizes private finance for clean energy access in low-income countries. It 

delivers results-based finance to innovative and transformative business models 

driven by the private sector. Through 2025, Ci-Dev will have mobilized more than 

$250 million in private finance to provide low-carbon energy to more than 10 million 

people in the communities most vulnerable to climate change. 

https://www.ci-dev.org/who-we-are  

 

91. Which of the following are Glacial Erosional Landforms? 

1. Horn 

2. D-Fjord 

3. Moraine 

4. Outwash Plain 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 
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Erosion by glaciers is tremendous because of friction caused by sheer weight of the 

ice. The material plucked from the land by glaciers (usually large-sized angular 

blocks and fragments) get dragged along the floors or sides of the valleys and cause 

great damage through abrasion and plucking. Glaciers can cause significant 

damage to even unweathered rocks and can reduce high mountains into low hills 

and plains. 

As glaciers continue to move, debris gets removed, divides get lowered and 

eventually the slope is reduced to such an extent that glaciers will stop moving 

leaving only a mass of low hills and vast outwash plains along with other depositional 

features. 

Glacial Erosional Landforms 

• Cirque/Corrie 

• Glacial Trough 

• Hanging Valley 

• Arete 

• Horn 

• D-Fjord 

Glacial Depositional Landforms 

• Outwash Plain 

• Esker 

• Kame Terraces 

• Drumlin 

• Kettle Holes 

• Moraine 

 

92. Farzad B Gas Field, sometimes seen in news, is located in: 

 (a) Red Sea 

 (b) Persian Gulf 

 (c) Gulf of Oman 

 (d) South China Sea 

 

Solution: B 
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Farzad B Gas Field is the gas field which is located in Persian Gulf under the control 

of Iranian sovereignty and India is progressing on acquisition and exploration of 

this. 

 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Forest Act, 1927 

1. State Government may constitute any forest-land or waste-land which is 

the property of Government as reserve forest. 

2. The Forest Settlement-officer may exercise the powers of a Civil Court in 

the trial of suits. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was largely based on previous Indian Forest Acts 

implemented under the British. The most famous one was the Indian Forest Act of 
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1878. Both the 1878 act and the 1927 act sought to consolidate and reserve the 

areas having forest cover, or significant wildlife, to regulate movement and transit 

of forest produce, and duty leviable on timber and other forest produce. It also 

defines the procedure to be followed for declaring an area to be a Reserved Forest, 

a Protected Forest or a Village Forest. 

It defines what is a forest offence, what are the acts prohibited inside a Reserved 

Forest, and penalties leviable on violation of the provisions of the Act. 

State Government may constitute any forest-land or waste-land which is the 

property of Government, or over which the Government has proprietary rights, or to 

the whole or any part of the forest-produce of which the Government is entitled, a 

reserved forest in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Powers of Forest Settlement-officers.—For the purpose of such inquiry, the Forest 

Settlement-officer may exercise the following powers, that is to say:— 

(a) power to enter, by himself or any officer authorised by him for the purpose, upon 

any land, and to survey, demarcate and make a map of the same; and 

(b) the powers of a Civil Court in the trial of suits. 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/654536/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Forest_Act,_1927  

 

94. Consider the following pairs of the Islands and their location: 

 Islands  Location 
1. Tanegashima Island : South China Sea 
2. Lesbos island : Red Sea 
3. Chagos Islands : Bay of Bengal 

Which of the pairs given above is/are not correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

A mission called Hope, the Arab region’s first attempt to go interplanetary, is on 

its way to Mars. Hope blasted off from Japan’s Tanegashima Space Center. 
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Tanegashima Island is located in East China Sea. 

 

 

Lesbos (also called Lesvos or Mitilini) is a Greek island in the northern Aegean Sea 

off the coast of Turkey. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jul/31/greece-refugee-

healthcare-crisis-island-camps-lesbos-moria-coronavirus  

 

The Chagos Archipelago or Chagos Islands are a group of seven atolls comprising 

more than 60 individual tropical islands in the Indian Ocean about 500 kilometres 

south of the Maldives archipelago. 

 

 

95. Consider the following pairs 

 Places in News  Located in 
1. Raqqa : Iraq 
2. Baghouz Area : Syria 
3. Mosul : Iran 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

Raqqa, also called Raqa, Rakka and ar-Raqqah, is a city in Syria on the northeast 

bank of the Euphrates River, about 160 kilometres east of Aleppo. It is located 40 

kilometres east of the Tabqa Dam, Syria’s largest dam. 
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Al-Baghuz Fawqani is a town in Syria, located in Abu Kamal District, Deir ez-Zor. 

According to the Syria Central Bureau of Statistics, Al-Baghuz Fawqani had a 

population of 10,649 in the 2004 census 

 

Mosul is a major city in northern Iraq. Located approximately 400 km north of 

Baghdad, Mosul stands on the west bank of the Tigris, opposite the ancient Assyrian 

city of Nineveh on the east bank. 

 

96. Which of the following strait connects Black Sea and Sea of Marmara? 

 (a) Strait of Bosphorus 

 (b) Strait of Dardanelles 

 (c) Yucatan Strait 

 (d) Sunda Strait 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Bosphorus is a narrow, natural strait and an internationally significant 

waterway located in northwestern Turkey. It forms part of the continental 

boundary between Europe and Asia, and divides Turkey by separating Anatolia 

from Thrace. 
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97. Which of the following South East Asian countries is/are landlocked? 

1. Myanmar 

2. Thailand 

3. Cambodia 

4. Laos 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 3 and 4 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

 

98. World’s longest salt cave, recently discovered by researchers, is located in 

 (a) Vietnam 

 (b) China 

 (c) Israel 

 (d) United States 

 

Solution: C 
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Israeli researchers say they have discovered the world’s longest salt cave. 

The 10km (6.2 miles) of passages and chambers inside Malham Cave, overlooking 

the Dead Sea, were mapped out over two years. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47731943  

 

99. Consider the following pairs of the volcanic mountains and the country they are 

located: 

 Volcanic 

Mountains 

 Location 

1. Mount Kilimanjaro : Tanzania 
2. Mount Merapi : Indonesia 
3. Mount Vesuvius : Italy 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Mount Kilimanjaro is a dormant volcano in Tanzania. It has three volcanic cones: 

Kibo, Mawenzi and Shira. It is the highest mountain in Africa and the highest 
single free-standing mountain in the world. 

Mount Merapi is an active stratovolcano located on the border between Central 

Java and Special Region of Yogyakarta provinces, Indonesia. It is the most active 

volcano in Indonesia and has erupted regularly since 1548. 

Mount Vesuvius is a somma-stratovolcano located on the Gulf of Naples in 

Campania, Italy, about 9 km east of Naples and a short distance from the shore. It 

is one of several volcanoes which form the Campanian volcanic arc. 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding Core Investment Companies 

1. Core Investment Companies (CICs) are a specialized Non-Banking Financial 

Companies (NBFCs). 

2. It holds not less than 90%of its net assets in the form of investment in 

equity shares, preference shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group 

companies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Core Investment Companies (CICs) are a specialized Non-Banking Financial 

Companies (NBFCs). 

They have asset size of Rs 100 crore and above. 

Their main business is acquisition of shares and securities with certain conditions. 

It holds not less than 90%of its net assets in the form of investment in equity shares, 

preference shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group companies. 

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/rbi-panel-moots-tighter-

norms-for-cics/article29904499.ece 
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