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DAY – 1 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding foreign accounts and their authors 

1. Periplus of the Erythrean Sea : Ptolemy 
2. Naturalis Historia : Pliny 
3. Indika : Megasthenes 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Indika of Megasthenes, who came to the court of Chandragupta Maurya, 

furnish valuable information not only about the system of Maurya administration 

but also about social classes and economic activities in the Maurya period. 

The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea and Ptolemy’s Geography, both written in 

Greek, provide valuable data for the study of ancient geography and commerce. The 

date ascribed to the first ranges between AD 80 and 115, whereas the second is 

attributed to about AD 150. The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea, which was written by 

an anonymous author, describes the Roman trade in the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and 

the Indian Ocean. Pliny’s Naturalis Historia, which relates to the first century, was 

written in Latin, and tells us about trade between India and Italy. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Fahien’s account on the Gupta 

administration 

1. Punishments were not severe. 

2. There was no spy system. 

3. There were restrictions on people’s movements, but they enjoyed a large 

degree of personal freedom. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: A 

 

Fahien’s account on the Gupta administration provides useful information. He 
characterises the Gupta administration as mild and benevolent. There were no 
restrictions on people’s movements and they enjoyed a large degree of personal 
freedom. There was no state interference in the individual’s life. Punishments were 
not severe. Imposing a fine was a common punishment. There was no spy 
system. The administration was so efficient that the roads were kept safe for 
travelers, and there was no fear of thieves. He mentioned that people were generally 
prosperous and the crimes were negligible. Fahien had also appreciated the efficiency 
of the Gupta administration as he was  able to travel without any fear throughout 
the Gangetic valley. On the whole the administration was more liberal than that of 
the Mauryas. 

The practice of untouchability had slowly begun during this period. Fahien mentions 
that Chandalas were segregated from the society. Their miserable condition was 
elaborated by the Chinese traveler. 

Fahien refers to the decline of Buddhism in the Gangetic valley. But a few Buddhist 
scholars like Vasubandhu were patronized by Gupta kings. In western and southern 
India Jainism flourished. 

 

3. Which of the following countries has granted Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) Status to India? 

1. Canada 

2. Russia 

3. China 

4. European Union 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is an umbrella that comprises the bulk 

of preferential schemes granted by industrialized nations to developing countries. 

It involves reduced Most Favored Nations (MFN) Tariffs or duty-free entry of 

eligible products exported by beneficiary countries to the markets of donor countries. 

Presently 28 countries has extended GSP status to India. These are Japan, NZ, 

Canada, Russia, European Union etc. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/why-is-gsp-vital-to-india-us-

trade-ties/article26482585.ece  

 

4. Which of the following are sites of Old Stone Age 

1. Soan valley and Potwar Plateau 

2. Siwalik hills 

3. Attirampakkam 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Paleolithic or Old Stone Age 

The Old Stone Age sites are widely found in various parts of the Indian subcontinent. 

These sites are generally located near water sources. Several rock shelters and caves 

used by the Paleolithic people are scattered across the subcontinent. They also lived 

rarely in huts made of leaves. Some of the famous sites of Old Stone Age in India are: 

• The Soan valley and Potwar Plateau on the northwest India. 

• The Siwalik hills on the north India. 

• Bhimpetka in Madhya Pradesh. 

• Adamgarh hill in Narmada valley. 

• Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh and 

• Attirampakkam near Chennai. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Neolithic culture 

1. They lived in circular or rectangular houses made of mud and reed. 

2. Neolithic people produced ragi, horse gram and rice. 

3. Pottery, first appears in this phase and they were handmade pottery in the 

early stage. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/why-is-gsp-vital-to-india-us-trade-ties/article26482585.ece
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 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Neolithic settlers were the earliest farming communities. They broke the 

ground with stone hoes and digging sticks at the end of which ring stones weighing 

one to half a kilogram were fixed. Besides polished tools of stone, they used microlith 

blades. They lived in circular or rectangular houses made of mud and reed. It is held 

that the primitive people living in circular houses owned property in common. In any 

case, these Neolithic people led a settled life and produced ragi and horse gram 

(kulathi), and even rice. The Neolithic people of Mehrgarh were more advanced. They 

produced wheat and barley, and lived in mud-brick houses. 

During the Neolithic phase, several settlements became acquainted with the 

cultivation of cereals and the domestication of animals. So they needed pots in which 

they could store their food grains, and also pots for cooking, eating, and drinking. 

Pottery, therefore, first appears in this phase, with handmade pottery in the early 

stage. Later, the Neolithic people used foot wheels to make pots. It seems that the 

potter’s wheel came to Baluchistan from western Asia and from there it spread across 

the subcontinent. The Neolithic pottery included black burnished ware, grey ware, 

and mat impressed ware. 

 

6. Which of the following is/are the functions of NITI Aayog? 

1. To pay special attention to the sections of our society that may be at risk of 

not benefiting adequately from economic progress. 

2. To focus on technology up gradation and capacity building for 

implementation of programmes and initiatives. 

3. To evolve a shared vision of national development priorities sectors and 

strategies with the active involvement of States in the light of national 

objectives 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed 

via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier 

policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both directional and policy 

inputs. 

While designing strategic and long term policies and programmes for the Government 

of India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant technical advice to the Centre and States. 

 

Functions of NITI Aayog 

• To evolve a shared vision of national development priorities sectors and strategies 

with the active involvement of States in the light of national objectives 

• To foster cooperative federalism through structured support initiatives and 

mechanisms with the States on a continuous basis, recognizing that strong 

States make a strong nation. 

• To develop mechanisms to formulate credible plans at the village level and 

aggregate these progressively at higher levels of government 

• To ensure, on areas that are specifically referred to it, that the interests of 

national security are incorporated in economic strategy and policy 

• To pay special attention to the sections of our society that may be at risk of not 

benefiting adequately from economic progress. 

• To design strategic and long term policy and programme frameworks and 

initiatives, and monitor their progress and their efficacy. The lessons learnt 

through monitoring and feedback will be used for making innovative 

improvements, including necessary mid-course corrections 

• To provide advice and encourage partnerships between key stakeholders and 

national and international like-minded Think tanks, as well as educational and 

policy research institutions. 

• To create a knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurial support system through 

a collaborative community of national and international experts, practitioners 

and other partners. 

• To offer a platform for resolution of inter-sectoral and inter departmental issues 

in order to accelerate the implementation of the development agenda. 

• To maintain a state-of-the-art Resource Centre, be a repository of research on 

good governance and best practices in sustainable and equitable development as 

well as help their dissemination to stake-holders 

• To actively monitor and evaluate the implementation of programmes and 

initiatives, including the identification of the needed resources so as to 

strengthen the probability of success and scope of delivery 

• To focus on technology upgradation and capacity building for implementation of 

programmes and initiatives. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. Consider the following statements 

1. The Intellectual Property Appellate Board is a quasi-judicial body. 

2. Copyright board of India is entrusted with the task of adjudication of 

disputes pertaining to copyright registration, assignment of copyright etc. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Intellectual Property Appellate Board, a quasi-judicial body, was constituted 

in September 1958. 

The jurisdiction of the Copyright Board extends to the whole of India. 

The Board is entrusted with the task of adjudication of disputes pertaining to 

copyright registration, assignment of copyright, grant of Licenses in respect of works 

withheld from public, unpublished Indian works, production and publication of 

translations and works for certain specified purposes. 

It also hears cases in other miscellaneous matters instituted before it under the 

Copyright Act, 1957. 

The Copyright (Amendment) Act, 2012 which came into force w.e.f. June 21,2015 

provides for a full time IPAB Under Section 11 with Chairman and two other 

members, with its headquarters in Delhi. The new full time IPAB is expected to be 

reconstituted shortly. 

http://copyright.gov.in/frmIPAB.aspx  

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Jorwe culture 

1. The Jorwe culture covered modern Madhya Pradesh. 

2. Jorwe culture was rural. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: B 

 

The Jorwe culture, c. 1400 to 700 BC covered modern Maharashtra except parts of 

Vidarbha and the coastal region of Konkan. Although the Jorwe culture was rural, 

some of its settlements, such as Daimabad and Inamgaon, had almost reached the 

urban stage. All these Maharashtra sites were located in semi-arid areas mostly on 

brown–black soil which had ber and babul vegetation but fell in the riverine tracts. 

In addition to these, we have Navdatoli situated on the Narmada. Most Chalcolithic 

ingredients intruded into the Neolithic sites in south India. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Harappan civilization 

1. In weighing, largely 16 or its multiples were used. 

2. No temples have been found at any Harappan site. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The urban people of the Indus region also needed and used weights and measures 

for trade and other transactions. Numerous articles used as weights have been 

found. They show that in weighing, largely 16 or its multiples were used: for instance, 

16, 64, 160, 320, and 640. Interestingly, the tradition of 16 has continued in India 

up to modern times and till recently, 16 annas constituted one rupee. 

In sharp contrast to Egypt and Mesopotamia, no temples have been found at any 

Harappan site. No religious structures of any kind have been excavated apart from 

the great bath, which may have been used for ablution. It would, therefore, be wrong 

to think that priests ruled in Harappa as they did in the cities of lower Mesopotamia. 

The Harappan rulers were more concerned with commerce than with conquest, and 

Harappa was possibly ruled by a class of merchants. 

However, the Harappans did not have many weapons which might mean the lack of 

an effective warrior class. 

 

 

10. Harappans were acquainted with which of the following animals 

1. Elephants 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. Rhinoceros 

3. Horse 

4. Humped bulls 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

Domestication of Animals 

Although the Harappans practised agriculture, animals were raised on a large scale. 

Oxen, buffaloes, goats, sheep, and pigs were domesticated. Humped bulls were 

favoured by the Harappans. There is evidence of dogs and cats from the outset, and 

asses and camels were bred and were obviously used as beasts of burden, and the 

latter may also have been used for ploughing. Evidence of the horse comes from a 

superficial level of Mohenjodaro and from a doubtful terracotta figurine from Lothal. 

The remains of a horse are reported from Surkotada, situated in west Gujarat, and 

relate to around 2000 BC but the identity is doubtful. In any case, the Harappan 

culture was not horse-centred. Neither the bones of a horse nor its representations 

have been traced in early and mature Harappan cultures. Elephants were well 

known to the Harappans, who were also acquainted with the rhinoceros. 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding International Space Station (ISS) 

1. It is a space station or a habitable artificial satellite in polar orbit. 

2. It serves as a microgravity and space environment research 

3. It is jointly owned by various space agencies 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The International Space Station (ISS) is a modular space station (habitable 

artificial satellite) in low Earth orbit. 

The ISS program is a multi-national collaborative project between five participating 

space agencies: NASA (United States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA 

(Europe), and CSA (Canada). 

It is an international collaborative effort between multiple countries. The ownership 

and use of the space station is established by intergovernmental treaties and 

agreements. It evolved from the Space Station Freedom proposal. 

The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in 

which scientific experiments are conducted in astrobiology, astronomy, meteorology, 

physics, and other fields. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Space_Station  

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic period 

1. The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which means to know. 

2. During the Rig Vedic period, the Aryans were mostly confined to the Ganga 

region. 

3. The Rig Vedic polity was normally monarchical and the succession was 

hereditary. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Vedic Literature 

The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which means to know. In other words, 

the term ‘Veda’ signifies ‘superior knowledge’. 

Rig Vedic Age or Early Vedic Period (1500 – 1000 B.C.) 

• During the Rig Vedic period, the Aryans were mostly confined to the Indus region. 

The Rig Veda refers to Saptasindhu or the land of seven rivers. This includes 

the five rivers of Punjab, namely Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej along 

with the Indus and Saraswathi. 

• The Rig Vedic polity was normally monarchical and the succession was 

hereditary. The king was assisted by purohita or priest and senani or 

commander of the army in his administration. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Space_Station
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13. Consider the following statements regarding Writ jurisdiction 

1. The High court can issue writs only for the enforcement of fundamental 

rights. 

2. The Supreme Court can issue writs for the enforcement of Fundamental 

Rights and also for an ordinary legal right. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Writ jurisdiction: 

• The Supreme Court under Article 32 and the High courts under Article 226 

of the Constitution can issue the writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, 

prohibition, certiorari and quo-warranto to check and enforce fundamental 

rights. 

• The Parliament under Article 32 can also empower any other court to issue 

these writs. However, no such provision has been made so far. 

• The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of fundamental 

rights whereas a High court can issue writs for the enforcement of Fundamental 

Rights and also for an ordinary legal right. 

 

14. As per Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, Public authority is established or constituted 

by 

1. By or under the Constitution; 

2. By any other law made by Parliament; 

3. By any other law made by State Legislature; 

4. By notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: D 

 

Public authority’ under RTI: 

As per Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, “public authority” is means any authority or body 

or institution of self-government established or constituted: 

1. by or under the Constitution; 

2. by any other law made by Parliament; 

3. by any other law made by State Legislature; 

4. by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government. 

The definition of ‘public authority’ also includes bodies owned, controlled or 

substantially financed by the government and non-governmental organizations 

substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate 

Government. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic Aryans 

1. The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was 

cattle rearing. 

2. Their wealth was estimated in terms of land. 

3. The terms for war in the Rig Veda is gavishthi or search for cows. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle 

rearing. Their wealth was estimated in terms of their cattle. 

There are so many references to the cow and the bull in the Rig Veda that the Rig 

Vedic people can be called a predominantly pastoral people. Most of their wars were 

fought over cows. The terms for war in the Rig Veda is gavishthi or search for cows, 

and cow seems to have been the most important form of wealth. Whenever we hear 

of gifts made to priests, they usually consist of cows and women slaves and never of 

land. The Rig Vedic people may have occasionally occupied pieces of land for grazing, 

cultivation, and settlement, but land did not form a well-established type of private 

property. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  12 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Sahakar Mitra scheme 

1. It has been launched by National Skill Development Corporation 

2. It aims provide an opportunity to professionals from academic institutions 

to develop leadership and entrepreneurial roles through cooperatives as 

Farmers Producers Organizations (FPO) 

3. Under the programme, each intern will get financial support over a 4 

months internship period. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Sahakar Mitra scheme launched: 

• It is an initiative by National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) 

• It would also provide an opportunity to professionals from academic institutions 

to develop leadership and entrepreneurial roles through cooperatives as Farmers 

Producers Organizations (FPO). 

• Under the programme, each intern will get financial support over a 4 months 

internship period. 

Eligibility: 

• Professional graduates in disciplines such as Agriculture and allied areas, IT etc. 

will be eligible for internship. 

• Professionals who are pursuing or have completed their MBA degrees in Agri-

business, Cooperation, Finance, International Trade, Forestry, Rural 

Development, Project Management etc. Will also be eligible. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding Global Partnership on Artificial 

Intelligence (GPAI) 

1. It is an international and multi-stakeholder initiative to guide the 

responsible development and use of AI. 

2. Recently India joins Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) as a 

founding member. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI): 

• India joins Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) as a founding 

member to support the responsible and human-centric development and use of 

AI. 

• It is an international and multi-stakeholder initiative to guide the responsible 

development and use of AI, grounded in human rights, inclusion, diversity, 

innovation, and economic growth. 

• This is also a first initiative of its type. 

• GPAI will be supported by a Secretariat, to be hosted by Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris, as well as by two 

Centers of Expertise- one each in Montreal and Paris. 

• Founding members: Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, 

Mexico, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Singapore, Slovenia, the United 

Kingdom, the United States of America, and the European Union. 

 

18. Consider the following statements regarding Religion during Later Vedic period 

1. The importance of prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. 

2. Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni became more prominent 

during the Later Vedic period. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Religion 

• Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost their importance. 

Prajapathi (the creator), Vishnu (the protector) and Rudra (the destroyer) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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became prominent during the Later Vedic period. Sacrifices were still important 

and the rituals connected with them became more elaborate. The importance of 

prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. Priesthood became a profession 

and a hereditary one. 

• The formulae for sacrifices were invented and elaborated by the priestly class. 

Therefore, towards the end of this period there was a strong reaction against 

priestly domination and against sacrifices and rituals. The rise of Buddhism and 

Jainism was the direct result of these elaborate sacrifices. Also, the authors of 

the Upanishads, which is the essence of Hindu philosophy, turned away from 

the useless rituals and insisted on true knowledge (jnana) for peace and 

salvation. 

 

19. Consider the following statements regarding Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients 

(API) 

1. It is the part of any drug that produces the intended effects. 

2. India is the leading producer of API in world. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

API – Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients are those constituents of drugs that are 

responsible for effects produced by these drugs. The other constituents of the drugs 

called excipients are chemically inactive substances, which help carry APIs to the 

body system or target organ etc. 

China’s population growth, rapidly aging population and increasing medical 

needs make it the world’s biggest producer and exporter of pharmaceutical 

ingredients. Covering 40% of global APIs production, the Chinese Pharma market 

has huge opportunities for growth. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-allows-export-of-12-apis-

formulations/article31278824.ece  

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding Amery Ice Shelf (AIS) 

1. It is located at the head of Prydz Bay between the Lars Christensen Coast 

and Ingrid Christensen Coast. 

2. It is part of Mac. Robertson Land. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-allows-export-of-12-apis-formulations/article31278824.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-allows-export-of-12-apis-formulations/article31278824.ece
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

Amery Ice Shelf (AIS): 

• The AIS is one of the largest glacier drainage basins in the world, located on 

the east coast of Antarctica, at about 70ºS Latitude, 70ºE Longitude. 

• It is located at the head of Prydz Bay between the Lars Christensen Coast and 

Ingrid Christensen Coast. 

• It is part of Mac. Robertson Land. 

Why in News? 

• The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) predicts that 

there would be a 24% increase in the expansion of Ameri Ice Shelf (AIS) 

boundaries by 2021 and another 24% expansion by 2026 from its 2016 

positions. 

• Scientists feel that this study would help understand the ongoing changes in 

the ocean and atmospheric forces better. 
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21. iCommit Initiative has been launched by 

(a) NITI Aayog 

(b) Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 

(c) Energy Efficiency Services Limited 

(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

 

Solution: C 

 

iCommit initiative: 

• Launched on the occasion of World Environment Day. 

• The ‘#iCommit’ initiative is centred around the idea of building an energy 

resilient future. 

• The calls upon all stakeholders and individuals to continue moving towards 

energy efficiency, renewable energy, and sustainability to create a robust and 

resilient energy system in the future. 

• The initiative is driven by Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under the 

administration of Ministry of Power. 

• It includes a diverse set of players such as Governments, Corporates, Multilateral 

and Bilateral Organisations, Think Tanks and Individuals. 

 

22. Lonar Lake is located in which of the following state? 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Andhra Pradesh 

 (c) Kerala 

 (d) Maharashtra 

 

Solution: D 

Lonar Lake: 

• Team of Scientists to Examine Why Maharashtra’s Lonar Lake Has Turned Pink. 

• Some experts have attributed it to the salinity and presence of algae in the water 

body. 

Key facts: 

• Lonar Crater Lake was identified as a unique geographical site by a British 

officer named CJE Alexander in 1823. 

• It is an ancient circular lake created by a meteorite strike in Maharashtra. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  17 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

• Lonar crater became a geo-heritage site in 1979. 

• It is relatively young geologically, at just 50,000 years old. 

• Lonar Lake lies within the only known extraterrestrial impact crater found within 

the great Deccan Traps, a huge basaltic formation in India (Source:Wikipedia) 

 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding PK Mohanty panel 

1. It has been constituted by Ministry of Finance. 

2. It aims to review guidelines of ownership of private sector banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

PK Mohanty panel: 

• Constituted by RBI. 

• To review guidelines of ownership of private sector banks. 

Terms of reference: 

• Examine the existing regulation and guidelines on ownership of private sector 

banks. 

• Suggest appropriate norms to address the issue of concentration of control and 

ownership of banks. 
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• Review the eligibility criteria of the individuals to apply for banking license. 

 

24. Consider the following pairs regarding places in the news 

1. Kuari Pass : Uttrakhand 
2. Fotoksar : Ladakh 
3. Roopkhund : Himachal Pradesh 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

Places in News: 

• Mentioned as part of 32nd session of the DekhoApnaDesh webinar series of 

Ministry of Tourism titled “Trekking in the Himalayas- Magical Experiences”. 

Places: 

• Kuari Pass (Uttrakhand): This trek was explored by Lord Curzon and is also 

known as the Curzon trail. 

• Brahma Taal (Uttrakhand): It is a hidden and secluded lake amidst the ridge, 

where Lord Brahma meditated according to the mythology. 

• Fotoksaris a picturesque village in Ladakh. It is the part of the Lingshed- Padum 

trek (also known as The Great Zanskar trek). 

• Roopkhund (Uttarakhand): It is a high altitude glacial lake. It lies in the lap of 

Trishul massif. 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding Review petition 

1. Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its 

judgments or orders. 

2. When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh 

stock of the case 

3. The court has the power to review its rulings to correct both “patent error” 

and “minor mistakes of inconsequential import. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Review petition:  

• Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its 

judgments or orders. 

• When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock of 

the case but to correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of 

justice. 

• The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent error” and not 

“minor mistakes of inconsequential import”. 

• In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer said a review can be accepted “only where 

a glaring omission or patent mistake or like grave error has crept in earlier by 

judicial fallibility”. 

• As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person 

aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. However, the court exercises its 

discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds for seeking 

the review. 

Time- period within which a review petition should be filed? 

As per 1996 rules framed by the Supreme Court: 

• A review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. 

While a judgment is the final decision in a case, an order is an interim ruling 

that is subject to its final verdict. 

• In certain circumstances, the court can condone a delay in filing the review 

petition if the petitioner can establish strong reasons that justify the delay. 

The procedure to be followed: 

• The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be entertained without oral 

arguments by lawyers. It is heard “through circulation” by the judges in their 

chambers. 

• Review petitions are also heard, as far as practicable, by the same combination 

of judges who delivered the order or judgment that is sought to be reviewed. 

• If a judge has retired or is unavailable, a replacement is made keeping in mind 

the seniority of judges. 

• In exceptional cases, the court allows an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the 

Supreme Court held that review petitions in all death penalty cases will be heard 

in open court by a Bench of three judges. 
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DAY – 2  

 

26. Consider the following statements 

1. The term horashastra that denotes astrology in Sanskrit, was derived from 

the Greek term horoscope. 

2. The Greek term drachma came to be known as drama. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

In post-Maurya times Indian astronomy and astrology profited from contact with the 

Greeks. Many Greek terms concerning the movement of planets appear in 

Sanskrit texts. Indian astrology was influenced by Greek ideas, and from the 

Greek term horoscope was derived the term horashastra that denotes astrology in 

Sanskrit. The Greek coins, which were properly shaped and stamped, were a great 

improvement on punch-marked coins. The Greek term drachma came to be known 

as drama. In return, the Greek rulers used the Brahmi script and represented 

some Indian motifs on their coins. Dogs, cattle, spices, and ivory pieces were 

exported by the Greeks, but whether they learnt any craft from India is not clear. 

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding Prime Minister’s Scholarship 

Scheme (PMSS) 

1. It aims to promote technical and post-graduate education for the widows 

and children of the deceased/ex-service personnel of Armed Forces. 

2. State police officials who were killed during terror/naxal attacks have also 

been included for scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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The ‘Prime Minister’s Scholarship Scheme (PMSS)’ is being implemented to 

encourage technical and post-graduate education for the widows and wards of the 

deceased/ex-service personnel of Armed Forces, Para Military Forces and Railway 

Protection Force. The scheme is funded out of National Defence Fund administered 

by Prime Minister’s Office. Scholarships are available for education at various 

technical institutions (medical, dental, veterinary, engineering, MBA, MCA and other 

equivalent technical institutions having AICTE/UGC approval). 

Now state police officials who were killed during terror/naxal attacks have also been 

included in the scheme. 

The Scheme was introduced in 2006. Five thousand five hundred (5500) scholarships 

are being awarded annually under this scheme. The amount of scholarships was 

Rs.2,000/- for boys and Rs.2,250/- for the girls per month and is paid annually. 

This has now been increased to Rs.2,500/- per month for boys and Rs.3,000/- per 

month for girls w.e.f. FY 2019-20. The payment is made through ECS into the bank 

account of the selected students. The scheme migrated from offline to online mode 

with effect from Academic Year 2016-17. 

http://desw.gov.in/prime-ministers-scholarship-scheme-pmss  

 

28. Consider the following statements regarding field of mathematics 

1. The ancient Indians made three distinct contributions: the notation system, 

the decimal system, and the use of zero. 

2. The inscriptions of Ashoka suggests that the decimal system was known in 

India at the beginning of the third century BC. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

In mathematics, the period saw, in the fifth century, a work called Aryabhatiya 

written by Aryabhata who belonged to Pataliputra. It appears that this 

mathematician was well versed in various kinds of calculations. Aryabhata displays 

an awareness of both the zero system and the decimal system. A Gupta 

inscription of AD 448 from Allahabad district suggests that the decimal system 

was known in India at the beginning of the fifth century. In the field of astronomy, 

a book called Romaka Sidhanta was compiled, its title indicating that it was 

influenced by Greek and Roman ideas. 

In the field of mathematics, the ancient Indians made three distinct 

contributions: the notation system, the decimal system, and the use of zero. The 
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earliest epigraphic evidence for the use of the decimal system is in the beginning 

of the fifth century AD. The Indian notational system was adopted by the Arabs 

who spread it in the Western world. The Indian numerals are called Arabic in 

English, but the Arabs themselves called their numerals hinds, and before they were 

adopted in the West they had been used in India for centuries. They are to be found 

in the inscriptions of Ashoka which were inscribed in the third century BC. 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

1. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the 

United Nations 

2. All members of the UN are parties to the statute of the ICJ 

3. The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to five-

year terms of office by the United Nations General Assembly and the 

Security Council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

International Court of Justice (ICJ): 

• The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the UN. 

Established in 1946 to replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, the 

ICJ mainly operates under the statute of its predecessor, which is included in 

the UN Charter. 

• It has two primary functions: to settle legal disputes submitted by States in 

accordance with established international laws, and to act as an advisory board 

on issues submitted to it by authorized international organizations. 

• The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to nine-

year terms of office by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 

Council. 

• All members of the UN are parties to the statute of the ICJ, and non-members 

may also become parties. 

 

30. Consider the following statements regarding art of making steel 

1. The art of making steel was first developed in India in 200 AD. 
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2. Indian steel was exported to many countries of the world from very early 

times and came to be called wootz in later times. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Indians developed great expertise in the art of making steel. This craft was first 

developed in India in 200 BC, and Indian steel was exported to many countries of 

the world from very early times and came to be called wootz in later times. No other 

country in the world could match the steel swords made by Indian craftsmen, and 

these were in great demand in the entire region from Asia to eastern Europe. 

 

31. SATYABHAMA Portal has been launched by 

(a) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(b) Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(c) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(d) Ministry of Mines 

Solution: D 

 

SATYABHAMA portal: 

• Launched by Ministry of Mines. 

• SATYABHAMA stands for Science and Technology Yojana for Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat in Mining Advancement. 

• Designed, developed and implemented by National Informatics Centre (NIC), 

Mines Informatics Division. 

• It allows online submission of project proposals along with monitoring of the 

projects and utilization of funds / grants. The researchers can also submit 

progress reports and Final Technical Reports of the projects in the electronic 

format in the portal. 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Bandipur National Park 

1. It is located in Karnataka 
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2. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

3. It is established as a tiger reserve under Project Tiger. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Bandipur National Park established in 1974 as a tiger reserve under Project 

Tiger, is a national park located in the Indian state of Karnataka. 

Together with the adjoining Nagarhole National Park, Mudumalai National Park 

and Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, it is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve making 

it the largest protected area in southern India and largest habitat of wild 

elephants in south Asia. 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding Varahamihira 

1. He stated that the moon rotates around the earth and the earth rotates 

round the sun. 

2. Varahamihira’s plant and animal classifications enriched agricultural 

knowledge. 

3. Varahamihira is well-known for his work Brihatsamhita. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Varahamihira’s well-known work Brihatsamhita was written in the sixth century. 

He stated that the moon rotates around the earth and the earth rotates round 

the sun. He utilized several Greek works to explain the movement of the planets 

and some other astronomical problems. Although Greek knowledge influenced 

Indian astronomy, Indians doubtless pursued the subject further and made use of it 

in their observations of the planets. 
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Varahamihira’s plant and animal classifications enriched agricultural 

knowledge. Although his predictions relate to numerous social matters, the 

instructions given by him regarding the selection of sites for building houses tie up 

with the founding of new villages. Similarly, Varahamihira’s observations on the 

seasons and the weather could have been useful in planning the agricultural 

calendar. He emphasized that the calendar should be constantly updated to keep 

pace with the change in the seasons. Varahamihira acted as a kind of astronomer-

cum-astrologer. The office of jyotisi began in early medieval times, as is indicated in 

many land charters. In the rural areas, the priest–jyotisi became an integral part of 

the jajmani system. 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding Medicine in ancient India 

1. Sushruta’s Sushrutasamhita is like an encyclopaedia of Indian medicine. 

2. Charaka’s Charakasamhita describes the method of operating cataract, 

stone disease, and several other ailments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

In the second century AD India produced two famous scholars of Ayurveda, 

Sushruta and Charaka. In the Sushrutasamhita, Sushruta describes the method 

of operating cataract, stone disease, and several other ailments. He mentions as 

many as 121 implements to be used for surgery. In the treatment of disease he 

lays special stress on diet and cleanliness. Charaka’s Charakasamhita is like an 

encyclopaedia of Indian medicine. It describes various types of fever, leprosy, 

hysteria (mirgi), and tuberculosis. Possibly Charaka was not aware that some of 

these are infectious. His book contains the names of a large number of plants and 

herbs that could be used as medicines. The book is thus useful not only for the 

study of Indian medicine but also for that of ancient Indian flora and chemistry. In 

subsequent centuries Indian medicine developed on the lines set out by Charaka. 

 

35. Rule of Law Index has been released by 

(a) Yale University 

(b) World Justice Project 

(c) Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

(d) United Nations Human Rights Council 
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Solution: B 

 

Rule of Law index: 

• Released by the World Justice Project- an independent organisation. 

• It is a quantitative assessment tool designed to offer a detailed and 

comprehensive picture of the extent to which countries adhere to the rule of law 

in practice. 

• The index covers 128 countries. 

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding Milinda 

1. He was converted to Buddhism by Nagasena, who is also known as 

Nagarjuna. 

2. Milinda’s questions and Nagasena’s answers were recorded in the form of a 

book known as Milinda Panho. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

The first to invade India were the Greeks, who are called the Indo-Greeks or Indo-

Bactrians. In the beginning of the second century BC, the Indo-Greeks occupied a 

large part of north-western India, a much larger area than that conquered by 

Alexander. It is said that they pushed forward as far as Ayodhya and Pataliputra. 

However, the Greeks failed to establish united rule in India. Two Greek dynasties 

simultaneously ruled northwestern India on parallel lines. The most famous Indo-

Greek ruler was Menander (165–45 BC), also known as Milinda. He had his capital 

at Sakala (modern Sialkot) in the Punjab; and invaded the Ganga–Yamuna doab. 

He had a great many cities in his dominions including Sakala and Mathura. He is 

known for the variety and wide spread of coins in his dominions. He was converted 

to Buddhism by Nagasena, who is also known as Nagarjuna. Menander asked 

Nagasena many questions relating to Buddhism. These questions and Nagasena’s 

answers were recorded in the form of a book known as Milinda Panho or the 

Questions of Milinda. 
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37. Consider the following statements regarding Arctic council 

1. It is a treaty-based international organization 

2. Only states with territory in the Arctic can be members of the Council 

3. The decisions, recommendations or guidelines of the Arctic Council are 

enforceable to member’s countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Arctic council: 

• The 1996 Ottawa Declaration established the Arctic Council as a forum for 

promoting cooperation, coordination, and interaction among the Arctic states 

• It is an Intergovernmental forum which addresses issues faced by the Arctic 

governments and people living in the Arctic region 

• It is not a treaty-based international organization but rather an international 

forum that operates on the basis of consensus. 

• The decisions, recommendations or guidelines of the Arctic Council are non-

enforceable and strictly the prerogative of the individual state. 

• Its mandate explicitly excludes military security. 

• It is only an intergovernmental ‘forum’ to promote cooperation in regulating the 

activities in the Arctic region. It is much more informal grouping. 

• Only states with territory in the Arctic can be members of the Council: Canada, 

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United States. 

 

38. Consider the following statements regarding Varunastra 

1. It is an advanced air-air to missile 

2. It is jointly developed by Russia and India 

3. It has operational range of 40 km 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 
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 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Varunastra is an Indian advanced heavyweight anti-submarine torpedo, 

developed by Naval Science and Technological Laboratory (NSTL) of the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for the Indian Navy. It is named 

after a legendary weapon created by the Hindu god of the oceans, Varuna. 

India is one of the eight countries to have the capability to design and build such 

a system.  It has operational range of 40 km 

This torpedo is powered by an electric propulsion system with multiple 250 KWs 

Silver Oxide Zinc (AgOZn) batteries. It can achieve speeds in excess of 40 kn (74 

km/h; 46 mph), weighs around 1.25 tons and can carry 250 kg (550 lb) of 

conventional warhead. 

https://medium.com/@astonmartin7/varunastra-indias-all-new-torpedo-

f595f3fe581e  

 

39. Consider the following statements regarding Sangam literature 

1. Sangam was held under royal patronage in Madurai and are divided into 

two groups, narrative and didactic. 

2. The didactic works are called Melkannakku or Eighteen Major Works. 

3. The narrative texts are called Kilkanakku or Eighteen Minor Works. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

It is stated in a Tamil commentary of the middle of the eighth century that three 

Sangams lasted for 9990 years and were attended by 8598 poets, and had 197 

Pandya kings as patrons. All this is wild exaggeration. All that can be said is that a 

Sangam was held under royal patronage in Madurai. 

The available Sangam literature, which was produced by these assemblies, was 

compiled in c. AD 300–600. However, parts of this literature look back to at least the 

second century AD. The Sangam literature can roughly be divided into two groups, 
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narrative and didactic. The narrative texts are called Melkannakku or Eighteen 

Major Works. They comprise eighteen major works consisting of eight anthologies 

and ten idylls. The didactic works are called Kilkanakku or Eighteen Minor Works. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding system of taxation in Maurya 

period 

1. The sannidhata was the highest officer in charge of assessment and 

collection 

2. The samaharta was the chief custodian of the state treasury and 

storehouse. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Maurya period constitutes a landmark in the system of taxation in ancient 

India. Kautilya names many taxes which were collected from peasants, artisans, and 

traders. This required a strong and efficient machinery for assessment, collection, 

and storage. The Mauryas attached greater importance to assessment than to storage 

and deposit. The samaharta was the highest officer in charge of assessment and 

collection, and the sannidhata was the chief custodian of the state treasury and 

storehouse. The assessor-cum-collector was far more important than the chief 

treasurer. 

 

41. Consider the following statements regarding Satavahanas 

1. The Satavahanas show traces of a matrilineal social structure and it was 

customary for their king to be named after his mother. 

2. Satavahana ruling family was basically Matriarchal. 

3. Queens made important religious gifts in their own right, and some of them 

acted as regents. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: B 

 

The most interesting detail about the Satavahanas relates to their family structure. 

In the Aryan society of north India, the father enjoyed greater importance than the 

mother, and the north Indian princes generally belonged to a patriarchal society. The 

Satavahanas however show traces of a matrilineal social structure. It was customary 

for their king to be named after his mother. 

Such names as Gautamiputra and Vashishthiputra indicate that in their society 

the mother enjoyed a great deal of importance. Sometimes an inscription is issued 

both under the authority of the king and his mother. At present in peninsular India, 

the son’s name includes a part of the father’s name, and there is no place in it for 

the mother’s, indicative of patriarchal influence. Queens made important religious 

gifts in their own right, and some of them acted as regents. However, the Satavahana 

ruling family was basically patriarchal because succession to the throne passed to 

the male member. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding Council of Europe 

1. It is an intergovernmental organisation of European Union 

2. The Council of Europe cannot make binding laws, but it does have the 

power to enforce select international agreements reached by European 

states on various topics. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Council of Europe is an international organisation whose stated aim is to uphold 

human rights, democracy and the rule of law in Europe. 

The Council of Europe cannot make binding laws, but it does have the power to 

enforce select international agreements reached by European states on various 

topics. The best known body of the Council of Europe is the European Court of 

Human Rights, which enforces the European Convention on Human Rights. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding Tax Information Exchange 

Agreement (TIEA) 

1. It was developed by the OECD Global Forum Working Group on Effective 

Exchange of Information. 
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2. Agreement provides for representatives of one country to undertake tax 

examinations in the other country and will help curb tax evasion and tax 

avoidance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Tax Information Exchange Agreement (TIEA) was developed by the OECD Global 

Forum Working Group on Effective Exchange of Information. 

The agreement also provides for representatives of one country to undertake tax 

examinations in the other country and will help curb tax evasion and tax avoidance.  

TIEAs are not binding instruments 

India has notified a tax information exchange agreement (TIEA) with the Marshall 

Islands 

https://www.oecd.org/tax/exchange-of-tax-

information/taxinformationexchangeagreementstieas.htm  

 

44. Sinai Peninsula shares land border with which of the following country or 

region? 

 (a) Saudi Arabia 

 (b) Israel 

 (c) Jordan 

 (d) Turkey 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.oecd.org/tax/exchange-of-tax-information/taxinformationexchangeagreementstieas.htm
https://www.oecd.org/tax/exchange-of-tax-information/taxinformationexchangeagreementstieas.htm


 

www.insightsonindia.com  32 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

 

 

45. In which of the following sectors FDI is not allowed in India? 

1. Atomic Energy Generation 

2. Investment in Chit Funds 

3. Trading in Transferable development rights 

4. Tobacco industry 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 
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Sectors in the Indian economy where FDI is not allowed are: 

• Atomic Energy Generation 

• Cigars, Cigarettes, or any related tobacco industry 

• Lotteries (online, private, government, etc) 

• Investment in Chit Funds 

• Agricultural or Plantation Activities (although there are many exceptions like 

horticulture, fisheries, tea plantations, Pisciculture, animal husbandry, etc) 

• Housing and Real Estate (except townships, commercial projects, etc) 

• Trading in TDR’s (Transferable development rights) 

• Any Gambling or Betting businesses. 

 

46. Consider the following statements regarding Pandyas 

1. The Pandyas are first mentioned by Megasthenes, who says that their 

kingdom was celebrated for pearls. 

2. Megasthenes speaks of it being ruled by a woman, which suggests some 

matriarchal influence in Pandya society. 

3. The kingdom was extended from modern Tiruchi district to southern 

Andhra Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Pandyas are first mentioned by Megasthenes, who says that their kingdom was 

celebrated for pearls. He also speaks of it being ruled by a woman, which suggests 

some matriarchal influence in Pandya society. 

The Pandya territory occupied the southernmost and the south-eastern portion of 

the Indian peninsula, and it roughly included the modern districts of Tirunelveli, 

Ramnad, and Madurai in Tamil Nadu with its capital at Madurai. 

The literature compiled in the Tamil academies in the early centuries of the Christian 

era and called the Sangam literature refers to the Pandya rulers, but it does not 

provide any coherent account. One or two Pandya conquerors are mentioned. 

However, this literature shows clearly that the state was wealthy and prosperous. 
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The Pandya kings profited from trade with the Roman empire and sent ambassadors 

to the Roman emperor Augustus. The brahmanas enjoyed considerable influence, 

and the Pandya king performed Vedic sacrifices in the early centuries of the Christian 

era. 

 

47. Maguri-Motapung wetland is located in which of the state? 

 (a) Kerala 

 (b) Assam 

 (c) Maharashtra 

 (d) Meghalaya 

 

Solution: B 

 

Recently after an Oil India Ltd (OIL) well in Assam’s Tinsukia district caught fire 

following a blowout, the state government ordered a high-level probe into the 

ecological disaster. The fire at Baghjan 5 well—close to the ecologically-sensitive 

Dibru-Saikhowa National Park and Maguri-Motapung wetland—occurred 14 days 

after natural gas started leaking from the well. 

 

48. PM- CARES fund is part of 

(a) Public charitable trust 

(b) Consolidated Fund of India 

(c) Public Account of India 

(d) Contingency Fund of India 

 

Solution: A 

 

PM- CARES fund: 

• PM- CARES fund stands for Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in 

Emergency Situations Fund. 

• It is a public charitable trust. 

• Contributions by corporates to this fund will be considered as social welfare 

spending under the companies law. 

• It will be an emergency situation fund. This Fund will also cater to similar 

distressing situations, if they occur in the times ahead. 
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• The prime minister is the chairman of the new public charitable trust, its 

members include the defence minister, home minister and the finance minister. 

 

49. India has signed Border Peace & Tranquility Agreement with which of the 

following country? 

 (a) China 

 (b) Pakistan 

 (c) Bangladesh 

 (d) Nepal 

 

Solution: A 

 

India and China signed the landmark Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement 

(BPTA) in 1993, the first legal agreement that recognised the LAC. The long border 

between the two Asian countries has neither been delineated nor demarcated. 

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding Kumbhar Sashaktikaran Program 

1. It is an initiative of the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 

2. It aims for empowerment of potters’ community in the remotest of locations 

in the country 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kumbhar Sashaktikaran Program: 

• It is an initiative of the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) for 

empowerment of potters’ community in the remotest of locations in the country. 

• The program reaches out to the potters in many states including U.P., M.P., 

Maharashtra, J&K, Haryana, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Assam, Gujarat, Tamil 

Nadu, Odisha, Telangana and Bihar. 
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This program provides the following support to potters. 

• Training for advanced pottery products 

• Latest, new technology pottery equipments like the electric Chaak 

• Market linkages and visibility through KVIC exhibitions 

 

DAY – 3  

 

51. Consider the following statements regarding Narasimhavarman I 

1. Narasimhavarman I was the founder of Mamallapuram. 

2. His victory over Pulakesin II in the Battle of Manimangalam near Kanchi is 

mentioned in Kuram copper plates. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Narasimhavarman I (630-668 A.D.) 

• Narasimhavarman I was also known as Mamalla, which means ‘great 

wrestler’. He wanted to take avenge the defeat of his father at the hands of 

Chalukyan ruler Pulakesin II. His victory over Pulakesin II in the Battle of 

Manimangalam near Kanchi is mentioned in Kuram copper plates. The Pallava 

army under General Paranjothi pursued the retreating Chalukya army, entered 

Chalukya territory, captured and destroyed the capital city of Vatapi. 

Narasimhavarman I assumed the title ‘Vatapikonda’. He regained the lost 

territory. 

• Another notable achievement of Narasimhavarman I was his naval expedition 

to Sri Lanka. He restored the throne to his friend and Sri Lankan prince 

Manavarma.  Narasimhavarman I was the founder of Mamallapuram and the 

monolithic rathas were erected during his reign. 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Rashtrakutas 

1. Dantidurga was the founder of the Rashtrakuta dynasty. 

2. The art and architecture of the Rashtrakutas were found at Ellora and 

Elephanta. 
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3. Under Rashtrakuta kings, the progress of Jainism was affected. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Rashtrakutas (755 – 975 A.D.) 

• The Rashtrakutas were of Kannada origin and Kannada language was their 

mother tongue. Dantidurga was the founder of the Rashtrakuta dynasty. He 

defeated the Gurjaras and captured Malwa from them. Then he annexed the 

Chalukya kingdom by defeating Kirtivarman II. Thus, the Rashtrakutas became 

a paramount power in the Deccan. 

• The art and architecture of the Rashtrakutas were found at Ellora and 

Elephanta. At Ellora, the most remarkable temple is the Kailasa temple. 

• The Hindu sects of Vaishnavism and Saivism flourished during the period of 

Rashtrakutas. Yet, they did not affect the progress of Jainism under the 

patronage of Rashtrakuta kings and officers. Almost one third of the population 

of the Deccan were Jains. 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding National Tiger Conservation 

Authority 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. Prime minister is the Chairman of the NTCA. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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National Tiger Conservation Authority: 

• The National Tiger Conservation Authority is a statutory body under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change constituted under 

enabling provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, as amended in 2006, 

for strengthening tiger conservation, as per powers and functions assigned to it 

under the said Act. 

• The National Tiger Conservation Authority has been fulfilling its mandate 

within the ambit of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 for strengthening tiger 

conservation in the country by retaining an oversight through 

advisories/normative guidelines, based on appraisal of tiger status, ongoing 

conservation initiatives and recommendations of specially constituted 

Committees. 

• Environment Minister is the Chairman of the NTCA. 

 

54. Consider the following statement regarding Nagar van scheme 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Urban Affairs 

2. Under the scheme, around 200 urban forests are to be developed all over 

the country in the next five years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Nagar van scheme: 

• With biodiversity the theme of World Environment Day (WED), the ministry of 

environment, forest and climate change (MoEFCC) has launched ‘Nagar Van’ 

(city forest) scheme. 

• The scheme emphasises on urban forestry. 

• Under the scheme, around 200 urban forests are to be developed all over the 

country in the next five years. 

• The scheme will also provide an opportunity to the states to manage urban 

ecosystems. 
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55. Consider the following statements regarding Rajendra I 

1. He completed the construction of the famous Rajarajeswara temple or 

Brihadeswara temple. 

2. Rajendra founded the city of Gangaikondacholapuram. 

3. He excavated a large irrigation tank called Cholagangam. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Rajendra I (1012-1044 A.D.) 

• Rajendra had demonstrated his military ability by participating in his father’s 

campaigns. He continued his father’s policy of aggressive conquests and 

expansion. 

• His most famous military enterprise was his expedition to north India. The Chola 

army crossed the Ganges by defeating a number of rulers on its way. Rajendra 

defeated Mahipala I of Bengal. To commemorate this successful north-Indian 

campaign Rajendra founded the city of Gangaikondacholapuram and 

constructed the famous Rajesvaram temple in that city. He also excavated a 

large irrigation tank called Cholagangam on the western side of the city. 

• Rajaraja I was a devout follower of Saivism. He completed the construction of 

the famous Rajarajeswara temple or Brihadeeswara temple at Tanjore in 1010 

A.D. He also helped in the construction of a Buddhist monastery at 

Nagapattinam. 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Iltutmish 

1. The hereditary succession to Delhi Sultanate was initiated by Iltutmish. 

2. He shifted his capital from Delhi to Lahore. 

3. Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Iltutmish (1211-1236) 

• Iltutmish belonged to the Ilbari tribe and hence his dynasty was named as 

Ilbari dynasty. His half-brothers sold him as a slave to Aibak, who made him 

his-son-in law by giving his daughter in marriage to him. Later Aibak appointed 

him as iqtadar of Gwalior. In 1211 Iltutmish defeated Aram Baksh and became 

Sultan. He shifted his capital from Lahore to Delhi. During the first ten years of 

his reign he concentrated on securing his throne from his rivals.  The hereditary 

succession to Delhi Sultanate was initiated by Iltutmish. He patronized many 

scholars and a number Sufi saints came to India during his reign. 

• Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India and the silver tanka weighing 

175 grams became a standard coin in medieval India. The silver tanka remained 

the basis of the modern rupee. Iltutmish had also created a new class of ruling 

elite of forty powerful military leaders, the Forty. 

 

57. Consider the following statements regarding revenue administration under 

Delhi Sultanate 

1. Iqta land - lands assigned to officials for their services 
2. Khalisa land - land assigned or granted to religious leaders 
3. Inam land - land under the direct control of the Sultan 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

Economy- 

After consolidating their position in India, the Delhi Sultans introduced reforms in 

the land revenue administration. The lands were classified into three categories: 

1. iqta land – lands assigned to officials as iqtas instead of payment for their 

services. 

2. khalisa land – land under the direct control of the Sultan and the revenues 

collected were spent for the maintenance of royal court and royal household. 

3. inam land – land assigned or granted to religious leaders or religious 

institutions. 
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The peasantry paid one third of their produce as land revenue, and sometimes even 

one half of the produce. They also paid other taxes and always led a hand-to-mouth 

living. Frequent famines made their lives more miserable. 

 

58. World Competitiveness Index has been released by 

(a) World Economic Forum 

(b) Institute for Management Development 

(c) IMF 

(d) World Bank 

 

Solution: B 

 

India continues to remain ranked 43rd on an annual World Competitiveness Index 

compiled by Institute for Management Development (IMD) with some traditional 

weaknesses like poor infrastructure and insufficient education investment keeping 

its ranking low, the international business school. 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) 

1. It is an umbrella organisation for operating retail payments and settlement 

systems in India. 

2. It provides an electronic payment facility to customer to make the payments 

at national, state and city toll plazas by identifying the vehicle uniquely 

through a FASTag. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), an umbrella organisation for 

operating retail payments and settlement systems in India, is an initiative of Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) under the provisions of 

the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, for creating a robust Payment 

& Settlement Infrastructure in India. 
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Considering the utility nature of the objects of NPCI, it has been incorporated as a 

“Not for Profit” Company under the provisions of Section 25 of Companies Act 1956 

(now Section 8 of Companies Act 2013), with an intention to provide infrastructure 

to the entire Banking system in India for physical as well as electronic payment and 

settlement systems. The Company is focused on bringing innovations in the retail 

payment systems through the use of technology for achieving greater efficiency in 

operations and widening the reach of payment systems. 

It provides an electronic payment facility to customer to make the payments at 

national, state and city toll plazas by identifying the vehicle uniquely through a 

FASTag.  FASTag are Radio-Frequency Identification (RFID) stickers which are 

affixed on the vehicle windshield and enable the driver to make toll payments 

electronically while the vehicle is in motion without stopping at the Toll plazas by 

saving Fuel and Time. 

https://www.npci.org.in/about-us-background  

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding Sufism 

1. Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti had a number of disciples who are called Sufis 

of the Chishti order. 

2. Nizamuddin Auliya’s branch of Sufi saints was known as the Sufis of the 

Suhrawardi Order. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Sufism 

• Sufism was a liberal reform movement within Islam. It had its origin in Persia 

and spread into India in the eleventh century. 

• The first Sufi saint Shaikh Ismail of Lahore started preaching his ideas. The 

most famous of the Sufi saints of India was Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti, who 

settled in Ajmer which became the centre of his activities. 

• He had a number of disciples who are called Sufis of the Chishti order. 

• Another well-known Sufi saint was Bahauddin Zakariya who came under the 

influence of another famous mystic Shihabuddin Suhrawardi. His branch of Sufi 

saints was known as the Sufis of the Suhrawardi Order. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.npci.org.in/about-us-background


 

www.insightsonindia.com  43 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

• Yet another famous Sufi saint was Nizamuddin Auliya who belonged to the 

Chishti order and who was a mighty spiritual force. 

• These Sufi saints are revered even today by not only Muslims but by a large 

number of Hindus. Their tombs have become popular places of pilgrimage for 

both communities. 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding Ramanuja 

1. Ramanuja preached Advaita philosophy. 

2. According to him God is Sagunabrahman. 

3. He advocated prabattimarga or path of self-surrender to God. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

In the twelfth century, Ramanuja, who was born at Sriperumbudur near modern 

Chennai, preached Visishtadvaita. According to him God is Sagunabrahman. The 

creative process and all the objects in creation are real but not illusory as was held 

by Sankaracharya. Therefore, God, soul, matter are real. But God is inner substance 

and the rest are his attributes. He also advocated prabattimarga or path of self-

surrender to God. He invited the downtrodden to Vaishnavism. 

 

62. Which of the following categories are includes in Priority Sector lending? 

1. Agriculture 

2. Export Credit 

3. Education 

4. Housing 

5. Social Infrastructure 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 (c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 
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 (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Solution: D 

 

Priority Sector Lending: 

• It means those sectors which the Government of India and Reserve Bank of India 

consider as important for the development of the basic needs of the country and 

are to be given priority over other sectors. The banks are mandated to encourage 

the growth of such sectors with adequate and timely credit. 

Priority Sector includes the following categories: 

• Agriculture 

• Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 

• Export Credit 

• Education 

• Housing 

• Social Infrastructure 

• Renewable Energy 

• Others 

 

63. Consider the following statements regarding International Comparison Program 

1. It is the largest worldwide data-collection initiative 

2. It is managed by the IMF 

3. India has participated in almost all ICP rounds since its inception in 1970 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  45 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

International Comparison Program 

• International Comparison Program (ICP) is the largest worldwide data-

collection initiative, under the guidance of UN Statistical Commission 

(UNSC). 

• The goal is of producing Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) which are vital for 

converting measures of economic activities to be comparable across economies. 

• Along with the PPPs, the ICP also produces Price Level Indices (PLI) and other 

regionally comparable aggregates of GDP expenditure. 

• The next ICP comparison will be conducted for reference year 2021. 

• It is managed by the World Bank 

India and the ICP: 

• India has participated in almost all ICP rounds since its inception in 1970. 

• The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation is National 

Implementing Agency (NIA) for India, which has the responsibility of planning, 

coordinating and implementing national ICP activities. 

• India has also been a co-Chair of the ICP Governing Board along with Statistics 

Austria for the ICP 2017 cycle. 

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding Governor 

1. Governor can recommend the Central government about the failure of the 

constitutional machinery in the state 

2. Same person can be the Governor of two or more states 

3. Provision of impeachment is available for both President and Governor. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution:  B 

 

• President of India has appointed Anandiben Patel, Governor of Uttar Pradesh to 

discharge the functions of the Governor of Madhya Pradesh, in addition to her 

own duties. 
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Governors of States in India: 

• A governor is a nominal head of a state, unlike the Chief Minister who is the 

real head of a state in India. 

• According to 7th Constitutional Amendment Act 1956, the same person can 

be the Governor of two or more states. 

• Appointment: The governors and lieutenant-governors are appointed by the 

president. 

Removal: 

• The term of governor’s office is normally 5 years but it can be terminated earlier 

by: Dismissal by the president (usually on the advice of the prime minister of 

the country), at whose pleasure the governor holds office or Resignation by the 

governor. Thus, the term is subject to pleasure of the president. 

• There is no provision of impeachment, as it happens for the president. 

Some discretionary powers are as follows: 

1. Can dissolve the legislative assembly if the chief minister advices him to do 

following a vote of no confidence. Following which, it is up to the Governor what 

he/ she would like to do. 

2. Can recommend the president about the failure of the constitutional machinery 

in the state. 

3. Can reserve a bill passed by the state legislature for president’s assent. 

4. Can appoint anybody as chief minister If there is no political party with a clear-

cut majority in the assembly. 

5. Determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty 

accruing from licenses for mineral exploration. 

6. Can seek information from the chief minister with regard to the administrative 

and legislative matters of the state. 

7. Can refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the state legislature. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Babur 

1. First Battle of Panipat took place between Babur and Ibrahim Lodi. 

2. He wrote his memoirs, Tuzuk-i-Baburi in Persian language. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: A 

 

On the eve of Babur’s invasion of India, there were five prominent Muslim rulers – 

the Sultans of Delhi, Gujarat, Malwa, Bengal and the Deccan – and two prominent 

Hindu rulers – Rana Sangha of Mewar and the Vijayanagar Empire. Once again by 

the end of 1525, Babur started from Kabul to conquer India. He occupied Lahore 

easily by defeating its governor, Daulat Khan Lodi. 

Then he proceeded against Delhi where Ibrahim Lodi was the Sultan. On 21st April 

1526 the first Battle of Panipat took place between Babur and Ibrahim Lodi, who was 

killed in the battle. Babur’s success was due his cavalry and artillery. 

Babur was a great statesman and a man of solid achievements. He was also a great 

scholar in Arabic and Persian languages. Turki was his mother tongue. He wrote his 

memoirs, Tuzuk-i-Baburi in Turki language. It provides a vivid account of India. He 

frankly confesses his own failures without suppressing any facts. He was also a 

naturalist and described the flora and fauna of India. 

 

66. Match the following statements regarding Shivaji’s Administration 

1. Sar-i-Naubat : Military commander 
2. Sumanta : Master of ceremonies 
3. Panditarao : Charities and religious administration 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Shivaji’s Administration 

• Shivaji was also a great administrator. He laid the foundations of a sound system 

of administration. The king was the pivot of the government. He was assisted by 

a council of ministers called Ashtapradhan. However, each minister was 

directly responsible to Shivaji. 

1. Peshwa – Finance and general administration. Later he became the 

prime minister. 

2. Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati – Military commander, a honorary post. 

3. Amatya – Accountant General. 

4. Waqenavis – Intelligence, posts and household affairs. 

5. Sachiv – Correspondence. 
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6. Sumanta – Master of ceremonies. 

7. Nyayadish – Justice. 

8. Panditarao – Charities and religious administration. 

Most of the administrative reforms of Shivaji were based on the practices of the 

Deccan sultanates. For example, Peshwa was the Persian title. 

 

67. Consider the following statements regarding Pangong Tso Lake 

1. It is formed from Tethys geosyncline. 

2. It is a brackish water lake. 

3. It is a part of the Indus river basin. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Pangong Tso Lake 

• It is a 135-km long lake, located in the Himalayas at the height of approximately 

4,350 m, stretches out from India to China. 

• It is a brackish water lake. 

• It is not a part of the Indus river basin. 

• One-third of water body, its 45 km stretch, is in Indian control while the rest of 

the 90 km is under Chinese control. 

• It is formed from Tethys geosyncline. 

 

68. Jet Zero Plan has been launched by 

 (a) India 

 (b) France 

 (c) USA 

 (d) United Kingdom (U.K.) 
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Solution: D 

 

UK announces ‘Jet Zero’ plan to drive down aviation emissions.  it aims to drive 

down greenhouse gas emissions from aviation to make carbon-free transatlantic 

flights possible within a generation. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding AarogyaPath portal 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Health. 

2. It aims to provide real-time availability of critical healthcare supplies 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

AarogyaPath: 

• It is CSIR National Healthcare Supply Chain Portal that aims to provide real-

time availability of critical healthcare supplies. 

• It was launched recently to serve manufacturers, suppliers and customers to 

effectively deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

70. India’s foreign exchange reserves comprises of 

1. Foreign currency assets (FCA) 

2. Gold 

3. Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) 

4. Reserve tranche position (RTP) in the International Monetary Fund. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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Solution: D 

 

Forex reserves: 

• Forex reserves are external assets in the form of gold, SDRs (special drawing 

rights of the IMF) and foreign currency assets (capital inflows to the capital 

markets, FDI and external commercial borrowings) accumulated by India and 

controlled by the Reserve Bank of India. 

India’s foreign exchange reserves comprises of: 

• Foreign currency assets (FCA) 

• Gold 

• Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) 

• Reserve tranche position (RTP) in the International Monetary Fund. 

Rising forex reserves: 

• The level of foreign exchange reserves has steadily increased by 8,400 per cent 

from $5.8 billion as of March 1991 to the current level. 

• Official foreign exchange reserves are held in support of a range of objectives like 

supporting and maintaining confidence in the policies for monetary and 

exchange rate management including the capacity to intervene in support of the 

national or union currency. 

• It will also limit external vulnerability by maintaining foreign currency liquidity 

to absorb shocks during times of crisis or when access to borrowing is curtailed. 

Why are forex reserves rising despite the slowdown in the economy? 

• Rise in investment in foreign portfolio investors in Indian stocks and foreign 

direct investments (FDIs). 

• Fall in crude oil prices has brought down the oil import bill, saving the precious 

foreign exchange. 

• Overseas remittances and foreign travels have fallen steeply – down 61 per 

cent in April from $12.87 billion. 

 

71. Consider the following statements regarding Dibru-Saikhowa National Park 

1. Dibru-Saikhowa is a National Park as well as a Biosphere Reserve 

2. It is situated in the south bank of the river Brahmaputra in the extreme 

east of Assam state in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Dibru-Saikhowa is a National Park as well as a Biosphere Reserve situated in the 

south bank of the river Brahmaputra in the extreme east of Assam state in India. 

Dibru-Saikhowa, with an area of 340 sq km, is among the most vibrant wildness on 

earth and is also distinct for its pristine scenic beauty. Situated in the flood plain of 

Brahmaputra, Dibru-saikhowa is a safe haven for many extremely rare and 

endangered species of Wildlife. 

36 species of mammals have so far been recorded – Tiger, Elephant, Leopard, Jungle 

Cat, Bears, Small Indian Civet, Squirrels, Gangetic Dolphin, Slow Loris, Assamese 

Macague, Rhesus Macaque, Capped Langur, Hoolock Gibbon, Wild Pigs, Sambar, 

Barking Deer, Water Buffalo, Feral Horses etc. 

https://www.kaziranga-national-park.com/dibru-saikhowa-national-park.shtml  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/ngt-seeks-explanation-

on-drilling-for-oil-in-assam-national-park/article32159368.ece  

 

72. If someone wants to import exotic live species, he/she should obtain a no-

objections certificate from which of the following agency? 

(a) Local Biodiversity committee 

(b) District Collector 

(c) Gram Panchayat 

(d) Chief Wildlife Warden of the State 

Solution: D 

 

“Exotic live species” are animal or plant species which are moved from their 

original range (location) to a new one. 

For new “exotic live species”, the importer should obtain a no-objection certificate 

from the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/people-importing-

exotic-live-species-must-make-voluntary-disclosure-centre/article31797788.ece  

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding New Space India Limited (NSIL) 

1. It is the central public sector enterprise of Government of India. 

2. It has replaced Antrix corporation of India 
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3. The main objective is to scale up industry participation in Indian space 

programs 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) is a Central Public Sector Enterprise of 

Government of India and Commercial Arm of ISRO. 

It was established on 6 March 2019 under the administrative control of Department 

of Space (DOS) and the Company Act 2013. 

The main objective of NSIL is to scale up industry participation in Indian space 

programmes. 

It will not replace Antrix Corporation of India. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/science/isros-new-commercial-arm-

gets-first-booking-for-launch-5897122/  

 

74. Consider the following statements regarding Krishna Deva Raya 

1. The Tuluva dynasty was founded by Krishna Deva Raya. 

2. He was a great patron of literature and art and was known as Andhra Bhoja. 

3. Eight eminent scholars known as Ashtadiggajas were at his royal court. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Krishna Deva Raya (1509 – 1530) 

• The Tuluva dynasty was founded by Vira Narasimha. The greatest of the 

Vijayanagar rulers, Krishna Deva Raya belonged to the Tuluva dynasty. He 
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possessed great military ability. His imposing personality was accompanied by 

high intellectual quality. His first task was to check the invading Bahmani forces. 

• Though a Vaishnavaite, he respected all religions. He was a great patron of 

literature and art and he was known as Andhra Bhoja. Eight eminent scholars 

known as Ashtadiggajas were at his royal court. Allasani Peddanna was the 

greatest and he was called Andhrakavita Pitamaga. 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding Recombinant DNA Technology 

1. It refers to the joining together of DNA molecules from same species only. 

2. Recombinant proteins are widely used as reagents in laboratory 

experiments and to generate antibody probes for examining protein 

synthesis within cells and organisms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Recombinant DNA technology refers to the joining together of DNA molecules 

from two different species that are inserted into a host organism to produce new 

genetic combinations that are of value to science, medicine, agriculture, and 

industry. 

Recombinant DNA (rDNA), on the other hand is the general name for a piece of DNA 

that has been created by the combination of at least two strands. 

Application of it 

• Recombinant DNA is widely used in biotechnology, medicine and research. 

• The most common application of recombinant DNA is in basic research, in which 

the technology is important to most current work in the biological and biomedical 

sciences. 

• Recombinant DNA is used to identify, map and sequence genes, and to 

determine their function. 

• Recombinant proteins are widely used as reagents in laboratory experiments 

and to generate antibody probes for examining protein synthesis within cells 

and organisms. 
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• Many additional practical applications of recombinant DNA are found in 

industry, food production, human and veterinary medicine, agriculture, and 

bioengineering. 

https://microbenotes.com/recombinant-dna-technology-steps-applications-and-

limitations/ 

 

DAY – 4  

 

76. Malabar Exercise is a naval exercise between which of the following countries? 

(a) India, South Korea and United States 

(b) India, United States and Indonesia 

(c) Japan, India and Thailand 

(d) India, United States and Japan 

 

Solution: D 

 

Exercise Malabar is a trilateral naval exercise involving the United States, Japan 

and India as permanent partners. Originally begun in 1992 as a bilateral exercise 

between India and the United States, Japan became a permanent partner in 2015. 

Past non-permanent participants are Australia and Singapore. The annual 

Malabar series began in 1992 and includes diverse activities, ranging from fighter 

combat operations from aircraft carriers through Maritime Interdiction Operations 

Exercises. 

 

77. ‘World Migration Report’ has been brought out by 

(a) International Organization for Migration 

(b) UN Refugee Agency 

(c) United Nation Security Council 

(d) World Economic Forum 

 

Solution: A 

 

The flagship publication series of the International Organization for Migration, the 

World Migration Report presents data and information on human migration 

together with analysis of complex and emerging migration issues. Released 

biennially, the World Migration Report 2020 is the tenth edition in the series. 
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78. Consider the following statements regarding Nyaya School 

1. This school of thought was supposed to be founded by Gautama who is also 

identified as the author of the Nyaya Sutra. 

2. Nyaya Sutra mentions four proofs or pramanas comprising perception, 

inference, comparison, and testimony. 

3. They believe that God did not create the Universe. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Prior to the fifth century, logic was not a well-established discipline. The Nyaya 

Sutra seems to have been compiled around AD 400. It mentions four proofs or 

pramanas comprising perception, inference, comparison, and testimony. We 

find detailed discussions regarding valid and invalid   knowledge, and aspects of 

each kind of proof are treated in detail. Although debating devices were used in 

theological disputes, they could not have been developed in isolation from other 

disputes, including land disputes. 

They consider the life, death and salvation to be like mysteries that can be solved 

through logical and analytical thinking. Furthermore, they argue that acquiring 

‘real knowledge’ can only accrue salvation. This school of thought was supposed 

to be founded by Gautama who is also identified as the author of the Nyaya Sutra. 

On the concept of God, they argue that the creation of the Universe was through 

God’s hands. They also believe that God not only created the Universe but also 

sustained and destroyed it. This philosophy constantly stressed on systematic 

reasoning and thinking. 

 

79. Consider the following statements regarding Vitamin- D 

1. It is produced when sunlight falls on the skin and triggers a chemical 

reaction. 

2. It catalyze the process of protecting cell membranes from damage, 

preventing the inflammation of tissues 

Which of the statements given above is are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Vitamin- D and its significance 

• It is produced when sunlight (or artificial light, particularly in the ultraviolet 

region of 190-400 nm wavelength) falls on the skin and triggers a chemical 

reaction to a cholesterol-based molecule, and converts it into calcidiol in the 

liver and into calcitriol in the kidney. 

• Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin, meaning that it dissolves in fats and oils and 

can be stored in your body for a long time. 

• It is known to help in having the right amount of calcium in the bones, catalyse 

the process of protecting cell membranes from damage, and preventing the 

inflammation of tissues and helping stop tissues from forming fibres and 

weakening bones from becoming brittle, leading to osteoporosis. 

 

80. Consider the following statements regarding Lokayata school 

1. The philosophy was propounded by Brihaspati. 

2. They believed in the existence of supernatural or divine agent who could 

regulate our conduct on earth. 

3. The philosophy is old enough to find mention in the Vedas and 

Brihadarankya Upanishad. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Brihaspati laid the foundation stone of this school and it was supposed to be one of 

the earliest schools that developed a philosophical theory. The philosophy is old 

enough to find mention in the Vedas and Brihadarankya Upanishad. The 

Charvaka School was the main propounder of the materialistic view to achieve 

salvation. As it was geared towards the common people, the philosophy was soon 

dubbed as Lokayata or something derived from the common people. 
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They denied the existence of any supernatural or divine agent who could regulate 

our conduct on earth. They argued against the need to achieve salvation and also 

denied the existence of brahma and God. They believed in anything that could be 

touched and be experienced by the human senses. 

 

81. Shahid behesti terminal, Chabahar port and Farzad B gas plant, sometime seen 

in the news, is located/belongs to which of the following country? 

 (a) Yemen 

 (b) Iran 

 (c) Oman 

 (d) Iraq 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf 

of Oman. It serves as Iran’s only oceanic port, and consists of two separate ports 

named Shahid Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti, each of which has five berths. 

This is the gas field which is located in Persian Gulf under the control of Iranian 

sovereignty and India is progressing on acquisition and exploration of this. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Permanent Court of Arbitration 

(PCA) 

1. It is the intergovernmental organization located at The Hague. 

2. It provides a forum for the resolution of international disputes through 

arbitration and other peaceful means. 

3. It is a United Nations agency 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) is founded in 1899. It is an 

intergovernmental organization located at The Hague, the Netherlands. 
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It provides a forum for the resolution of international disputes through arbitration 

and other peaceful means. 

It provides services of arbitral tribunal to resolve disputes between member states, 

international organizations, or private parties arising out of international 

agreements. In PCA, parties can themselves select the arbitrators. 

The organization is not a United Nations agency but has observer status in the UN 

General Assembly. The rulings of PCA are binding but the tribunal has no powers 

for enforcement. India is a party to it. 

https://pca-cpa.org/en/about/  

 

83. Consider the following statements regarding Mimamsa School 

1. The word ‘Mimamsa’ literally means the art of reasoning, interpretation and 

application. 

2. They argue that the Vedas contain the eternal truth. 

3. They argue that salvation is possible through performing rituals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The word ‘Mimamsa’ literally means the art of reasoning, interpretation and 

application. This school focuses on the analysis of the texts of Samhita and 

Brahmana that are portions of the Vedas. They argue that the Vedas contain the 

eternal truth and they are the repositories of all knowledge. If one has to attain 

religious merit, acquire heaven and salvation, they would have to fulfill all the duties 

which are prescribed by the Vedas. 

The texts that describe the Mimamsa philosophy in detail, are the Sutras of 

Jaimini, which were supposedly composed in the 3rd century BCE. Further inroads 

into the philosophy were made by two of their greatest proponents: Sabar Swami 

and Kumarila Bhatta. 

They argue that salvation is possible through performing rituals but it is also 

necessary to understand the justification and reasoning behind Vedic rituals. It was 

necessary to understand this reasoning if one wanted to perform the rituals perfectly, 

which will allow them to attain salvation. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://pca-cpa.org/en/about/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  59 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

The main focus of this philosophy was on the ritualistic part of the Vedas, i.e. to 

achieve salvation one has to perform the Vedic rituals. As most humans did not 

understand the rituals properly, they would have to take assistance of the priests. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana- 

Gramin 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Housing 

2. It aims at providing a pucca house, with basic amenities, to all houseless 

householder and those households living in kutcha and dilapidated house, 

by 2022. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana- Gramin: 

• Ministry: Ministry of Rural Development. 

• The erstwhile rural housing scheme Indira Awaas yojana (IAY) has been 

restructured into Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –Gramin (PMAY-G) from 

01.04.2016. 

• PMAY-G aims at providing a pucca house, with basic amenities, to all houseless 

householder and those households living in kutcha and dilapidated house, by 

2022. 

• Target: Construction of 2.95 crore houses with all basic amenities by the year 

2022. 

• Cost sharing: The cost of unit assistance in this scheme is shared between 

Central and State Governments in the ratio 60:40 in plain areas and 90: 10 for 

North Eastern and Himalayan States. 

• The scheme envisages training of Rural Masons with the objective of improving 

workmanship and quality of construction of houses while at the same time, 

increasing availability of skilled masons and enhancing employability of such 

masons. 

• Selection of beneficiaries: Based on housing deprivation parameters of Socio-

Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 2011, subject to 13 point exclusion 

criteria, followed by Gram Sabha verification. 
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85. Which of the following are means of achieving freedom under Yoga school 

1. Yama 

2. Niyama 

3. Pratyahara 

4. Dharna 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Yoga school literally means the union of two major entities. They argue that 

human being can achieve salvation by combining meditation and physical 

application of yogic techniques. 

The physical aspect of this school deals primarily with exercises in various postures 

that are also called asanas. There are several types of breathing exercises that are 

called pranayams. Other means of achieving mukti or freedom are: 
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86. Drug Discovery Hackathon 2020 is a joint initiative and the participants are 

1. MHRD’s Innovation Cell (MIC). 

2. All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 

3. Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

4. Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC). 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Drug Discovery Hackathon 2020 (DDH2020) launched 

• It is first of its kind National initiative for supporting drug discovery process. 

• It will see participation from professionals, faculty, researchers and students 

from varied fields like Computer Science, Chemistry, Pharmacy, Medical 

Sciences, Basic Sciences and Biotechnology. 

• The Hackathon consists of challenges that are posted as problem statements 

and, are based on specific drug discovery topics which, are open to the 

participants to solve. 

It will have three Tracks. 

• Track 1 will primarily deal with drug design for anti-COVID-19 hit/lead 

generation. 

• Track 2 will deal with designing/optimizing new tools and algorithms which will 

have an immense impact on expediting the process of in silico drug discovery. 

• Track 3 is called “Moon shot” which allows for working on problems which are 

‘out of the box’ nature. 

It is a joint initiative and the participants are: 

• MHRD’s Innovation Cell (MIC). 

• All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 

• Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

• Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC). 

• MyGov as well as private players. 
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87. Bibek Debroy Committee is often seen in the news, is related to 

 (a) Non-performing loans 

 (b) Banking Reforms 

 (c) Labour reforms 

 (d) Privatisation of Railways 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Bibek Debroy Committee, which was set up to suggest ways to mobilise 

resources for the Indian Railways and restructure the Railway Board, had favoured 

privatisation of rolling stock: wagons and coaches. 

 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Svetambara School 

1. They believe tirthankaras can only be men. 

2. Svetambaras believe in only four restraints (except Brahmacharya) to be 

followed to attain Kevalya. 

3. The monks of Svetambara School can have simple white clothing. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Svetambara School: 

• Svetambaras follow the preachings of Prasvanatha, i.e. they believe in only four 

restraints (except Brahmacharya) to be followed to attain Kevalya. Svetambara 

believe that the 23rd and 24th tirthankara did marry, unlike thought by 

Digambara. Sthulabhadra was a great exponent of this school and stayed in 

Magadha unlike Bhadrabahu who went to Karnataka. 

• The monks of Svetambara School can have simple white clothing, a begging 

bowl, a brush to remove insects from their path, books and writing materials 

with them. They believe tirthankaras can be men or women, and say that Malli 

began her life as a princess. Svetambara tradition of Jainism indicates five 

eternal substances in existence: Soul (jiva), Matter (pudgala), Space (akasha), 
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motion (Dharma) and rest (Adharma), unlike Digambaras which add the sixth 

eternal substance as time (Kala). 

 

89. What will International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) do? 

1. Produce 50 GW of fission power 

2. Demonstrate the integrated operation of technologies for a fusion power 

plant 

3. Achieve a deuterium-tritium plasma in which the reaction is sustained 

through internal heating 

4. Test tritium breeding 

5. Demonstrate the safety characteristics of a fusion device. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 5 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 

• It is an international nuclear fusion research and engineering megaproject, 

which will be the world’s largest magnetic confinement plasma physics 

experiment. 

• It is an experimental tokamak nuclear fusion reactor that is being built in 

southern France. 

• The goal of ITER is to demonstrate the scientific and technological feasibility of 

fusion energy for peaceful use. 

• The project is funded and run by seven member entities: The European Union, 

China, India, Japan, Russia, South Korea and the United States. 

What will ITER do? 

• Produce 500 MW of fusion power 

• Demonstrate the integrated operation of technologies for a fusion power plant 

• Achieve a deuterium-tritium plasma in which the reaction is sustained through 

internal heating 

• Test tritium breeding 
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• Demonstrate the safety characteristics of a fusion device. 

 

90. Consider the following statements regarding Vajrayana Buddhism 

1. The main deity is Tara (a lady). 

2. Vajrayana is based on Hinayana Buddhist philosophy. 

3. It involved combining Brahmanical (Veda based) rituals with Buddhist 

philosophies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Vajrayana Buddhism (Tantric Buddhism) 

• Scholars contemplate that Vajrayana school developed as a result of royal 

courts sponsoring both Buddhism and Shaivism, i.e., they say, it was influenced 

by Hinduism. 

• The main deity is Tara (a lady) 

• It involved combining Brahmanical (Veda based) rituals with Buddhist 

philosophies. 

• Vajrayana is based on Mahayana Buddhist philosophy. 

• This school believes in Tantra’s, Mantras and Yantras superiority due to being a 

faster vehicle to liberation containing many skillful methods of tantric ritual. 

• According to this school, the mantra is an easy path to achieve Buddhahood 

without the difficulties as compared to striving for six perfections or Paramitas 

under Mahayana. 

• 5.7 % of the world Buddhist population follows it. Other countries following it 

include Tibet, Bhutan, Mongolia, Kalmykia, etc. 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding Central Zoo Authority (CZA) 

1. It is a statutory body 

2. It is chaired by the Environment Minister 
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3. It aims to complement and strengthen the national effort in conservation of 

rich biodiversity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Central Zoo Authority (CZA): 

• CZA is a statutory body chaired by the Environment Minister. 

• It is tasked with regulating zoos across the country. 

• Every zoo in the country must obtain recognition from CZA for its operation. 

• The main objective of the authority is to complement and strengthen the national 

effort in conservation of rich biodiversity. 

• The authority lays down guidelines and prescribes rules under which animals 

may be transferred among zoos nationally and internationally. 

Composition: 

• Apart from the chairman, it consists of 10 members and a member-secretary. 

Almost all of them are officials in the Environment Ministry and non-government 

experts are those who are wildlife conservationists or retired forest officers. 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding Krishi Vigyan Kendra 

1. It is a Central Sponsored Scheme 

2. It is an integral part of the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) 

3. It aims to apply agricultural research and practical localised setting 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: B 
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Krishi Vigyan Kendra: 

• The name means “farm science Centre”. 

• KVK is an integral part of the National Agricultural Research System (NARS). 

• The Centre serves as the ultimate link between the Indian Council of agricultural 

research and farmers. 

• The Centre is usually associated with a local agricultural University. 

• It aims to apply agricultural research and practical localised setting. 

• As of January 2020, there were approximately 716 KVKs throughout India. 

• The KVK scheme is 100% financed by the Government of India 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Bodhisattva 

1. It believes in Universal liberation and is a concept under Mahayana 

Buddhism. 

2. On the path to become a Buddha, a bodhisattva proceeds through ten 

grounds or bhumis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Bodhisattva is the one who has generated Bodhicitta (a spontaneous wish and a 

compassionate mind) to attain Buddhahood for the benefit of all sentient beings. It 

believes in Universal liberation and is a concept under Mahayana Buddhism. 

Buddha in his previous births was Bodhisattva as contemplated in Jataka tales and 

the stories depict the various attempts of the bodhisattva to embrace qualities like 

self-sacrifice and morality. Under Theravada Buddhism, a person whose aim is to 

become fully enlightened is still subject to birth, illness, death, sorrow, defilement, 

and delusion. 

On the path to become a Buddha, a bodhisattva proceeds through ten grounds or 

bhumis namely Great Joy, Stainless, luminous, radiant, very difficult to train, 

obviously transcendent, gone afar, immovable, Good discriminating wisdom, and 

Cloud of Dharma. By passing these 10 bhumis, he becomes an enlightened one. 
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94. Idlib city, sometimes seen in the news, is located in 

 (a) Iran 

 (b) Israel 

 (c) Syria 

 (d) Sudan 

 

Solution: C 

 

Syrian and Russian planes have carried out deadly aerial strikes on schools, 

hospitals and markets in Idlib province. UN investigators have termed these attacks 

as war crimes. 

Idlib is a city in northwestern Syria, 59 kilometers southwest of Aleppo, which is the 

capital of the Idlib Governorate. It has an elevation of nearly 500 meters above sea 

level. 

 

95. Which of the following are Four Noble Truths of Buddha 

1. Right view 

2. Right speech 

3. Right conduct 

4. Right concentration 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: D 

 

Teachings of Buddha 

The Four Noble Truths of Buddha are: 

– The world is full of suffering. 

– The cause of suffering is desire. 

– If desires are get rid off, suffering can be removed. 

– This can be done by following the Eightfold Path. 
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The Eightfold Path consists of right view, right resolve, right speech, right conduct, 

right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness and right concentration. Buddha 

neither accepts god nor rejects the existence of god. He laid great emphasis on the 

law of karma. He argued that the condition of man in this life depends upon his own 

deeds. 

 

96. Consider the following statements regarding Bhashan Char Island 

1. It is located in the Bay of Bengal 

2. It is an island in Myanmar 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bhashan Char island: 

• It is also known as Char Piya. 

• It is an island in Bangladesh. 

• It is located in the Bay of Bengal. 

• The island was formed with Himalayan silt in 2006. 

• It spans 40 km². 

• Why in News? Rohingya refugees on this island will not be allowed to leave unless 

they agree to return home, Bangladesh authorities said recently. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  69 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Kaziranga National Park 

1. It located in the State of Assam. 

2. It is declared as UNESCO World Heritage Site 

3. It is situated in the Brahmaputra Valley floodplain 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  70 INSTA Revision 3.0 

INSIGHTSIAS 
SIMPLYFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

Kaziranga National Park 

• Located in the State of Assam. 

• It is the single largest undisturbed and representative area in the Brahmaputra 

Valley floodplain. 

• It was declared as a National Park in 1974. It has been declared a tiger reserve 

since 2007. 

• It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985. 

• It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 

• Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused on the ‘big 

four’ species— rhino, elephant, Royal Bengal tiger and Asiatic water buffalo. 

• Kaziranga is also home to 9 of the 14 species of primates found in the Indian 

subcontinent. 

 

98. Which of the following places did Mahavira visit 

1. Koshala 

2. Magadha 

3. Mithila 

4. Champa 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Mahavira led the life of a householder, but in his quest for truth he abandoned the 

world at the age of 30 and became an ascetic. He wandered for twelve years from 

place to place, not staying for over a day in a village and more than five days in a 

town. During the course of his long journey of twelve years it is said he never changed 

his clothes, and abandoned them altogether at the age of 42 when he attained 

omniscience (kaivalya). Through kaivalya he conquered misery and happiness. 

Because of this conquest he is known as Mahavira or the great hero or jina, that is, 

the conqueror, and his followers are known as Jainas. 

He propagated his religion for thirty years, and his mission took him to Koshala, 

Magadha, Mithila, Champa, and elsewhere. He passed away at the age of 72 in 468 

BC at a place called Pavapuri near modern Rajgir. 
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99. Chiang Mai initiative has been launched by 

 (a) SAARC 

 (b) ASEAN 

 (c) BIMSTEC 

 (d) G20 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chiang Mai initiative (CMI): 

• It is a multilateral currency swap arrangement among the 10 members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the People’s Republic of China 

(including Hong Kong), Japan and South Korea. 

• Launched in 2010 to manage regional short-term liquidity problems and to avoid 

relying on the IMF. 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding Jain Councils 

1. The first Jain Council was convened at Valabhi. 

2. The final compilation of Jain literature called Twelve Angas was completed 

in first Jain council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by Sthulabahu, the leader of 

the Digambaras, in the beginning of the 3rd century B.C. The second Jain Council 

was held at Valabhi in 5th century A.D. The final compilation of Jain literature called 

Twelve Angas was completed in this council. 
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