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1. Polity 
 

1) The Preamble is used by the Courts in 
constitutional interpretation because 

1. It contains the objective and philosophy of 
the Constitution makers. 
2. It is the source of all constitutional powers 
and limitations on authority of the 
government. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Right 
to Property. 
 1. Forcible dispossession of a person of his 
private property without due process of law is a 
human right violation. 
 2. The State is permitted to perfect its title 
over the land by invoking the doctrine of adverse 
possession to acquire the property of its own 
citizens. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Constitution of India does not define 
the term minority.  

2. As per notification of the Government of 
India, there are 6 notified linguistic minority 
communities in India till date. 

3. Minority Educational Institutions are out 
of purview of reservation policy under Article 15 of 
the Constitution.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3  
 
4) The Constitution lays down which of the following 
qualifications for a person to be chosen a member of 
the state legislature: 
 1. He must be a citizen of India. 
 2. He must be not less than 25 years of age 
in the case of the legislative council and legislative 
assembly. 

 3. He must make and subscribe to an oath or 
affirmation before the person authorised by the 
Election Commission. 
 4. A person to be elected to the legislative 
assembly must be an elector for an assembly 
constituency in the concerned state. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding 
mandamus. 
 1. In India, the Supreme Court and High 
courts can issue prerogative writs under Article 32 of 
the Constitution. 
 2. The writ of mandamus cannot be issued 
unless the legal duty is of public nature, and to 
whose performance the applicant of the writ has a 
legal right. 
 3. Mandamus cannot be granted against the 
President or Governor of a State. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
6) The Indian Constitution mandates that the Indian 
State be secular. The objective behind such a 
mandate is: 

1. To ensure some members do not 
dominate other members of the same 
religious community 
2. To ensure one religious community does 
not dominate another 
3. To ensure that State does not enforce any 
particular religion 
4. To ensure that State does not take away 
the religious freedom of individuals. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2, 3  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
7) Which of the following are close to direct 
democracy?  

1. Decisions taken by the Gram Sabha  
2. Decisions taken by the legislative 
Assembly of a state  
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3. Decisions taken in the Board of Directors 
of a corporation  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1 only 

 
8) Article 142 of the Indian Constitution, sometimes 
in news is related to 
 a) Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
 b) Measures taken by the Supreme Court to 
do complete justice.  
 c) Appellate jurisdiction of Supreme Court in 
appeals from High Courts 
 d) Conferment on the Supreme Court of 
powers to issue certain writs 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding 
National Human Rights Commission. 
 1. National Human Rights Commission was 
established by a Government resolution, for the 
protection and promotion of human rights. 
 2. The Commission has its own investigating 
staff for investigation into complaints of human 
rights violations.  
 3. It has no power to punish the violators of 
human rights. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
10) Consider the following statements about Double 
Jeopardy. 
 1. It means that no person shall be 
prosecuted and punished for the same offence more 
than once.  
 2. The Constitution bars double punishment 
for the same offence.  
 3. A partial protection against double 
jeopardy is a Fundamental Right. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
11) Consider the following statements  

1. Beginning of Parliamentary System in 
India can be traced back to Indian Council 
Act, 1861  

2. Charter Act of 1833 recommended for the 
appointment of Macaulay Committee on 
Indian Civil Service.  
3. Charter Act of 1833 deprived the governor 
of Bombay and Madras of their legislative 
powers. The Governor General of India was 
given exclusive legislative powers for the 
entire British India.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) 3 only  
d) None  

 
12) The constitution upholds the rights of labour and 
ensures labour welfare in which of the following 
ways via Directive principles? 

1. It makes provision for just and humane 
conditions for work and maternity relief. 
2. It exhorts the government to take steps to 
secure the participation of workers in the 
management of industries. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
13) Which of the following ideally should not be 
features of a democratic polity?  

1. Censorship of the press  
2. Military can take over civilian institutions 
if they fail to deliver on democratic hopes  
3. The Government should not be run by 
non-elected individuals.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
14) Consider the following statements about the 
office of the governor as mentioned in the 
constitution of India:  

1. His office is constitutionally under the 
control and subordinate to the Central 
government.  
2. The Governor of a particular state should 
not belong to that state.  
3. The President of India must consult the 
Chief Minister of the concerned state before 
making the appointment of the Governor of 
that state.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
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b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) None of the above  

 
15) When a bill is sent to the Governor after it is 
passed by state legislature, he can 

1. Withhold his assent to the bill 
2. Return the bill, including a money bill, for 
reconsideration of the state legislature 
3. Reserve the bill for the consideration of 
the President 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1 only 
 

16) Article 110 of the Constitution deals with the 
definition of money bills. It states that a bill is 
deemed to be a money bill if it contains ‘only’ 
provisions dealing with all or any of which of the 
following matters? 

1. Abolition of a tax by a local authority 
2. Appropriation of money out of the 
Consolidated Fund of India  
3. Regulation of the borrowing of money by 
the Union government 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

17) The Speaker of Lok Sabha can be removed on 
1. A resolution passed by majority of all the 
membership of Lok Sabha 
2. A resolution passed by special majority in 
Lok Sabha 
3. An enquiry by the Supreme Court 
4. An order of the President 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 3, 4  

 
18) Consider the following statements with 
reference to the Office of the Speaker. 

1. She holds office during the pleasure of the 
President. 
2. She need not be a member of the House 
at the time of her election. 
3. She is elected jointly by both the Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) None of the above 
 

19) Which of the following schedules of the 
constitution gives a clear constitutional recognition 
to the existence of the system of “political parties” in 
India? 

a) Ninth Schedule 
b) Tenth Schedule 
c) Seventh Schedule  
d) Third Schedule 

 
20) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A Bill originating in the Lok Sabha and 
pending in the Lok Sabha lapses. 
 2. A bill passed by the Lok Sabha but pending 
in the Rajya Sabha does not lapse. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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2. Geography 
 

1) Which of the following minerals are mainly 
classified as metallic minerals. 
 1. Manganese 
 2. Copper 
 3. Mica 
 4. Bauxite 
 5. Graphite 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Distribution of Minerals in India. 
 1. Most of the metallic minerals in India 
occur in the peninsular plateau region in the old 
crystalline rocks. 
 2. Over 95 per cent of coal reserves occur in 
the valleys of Damodar, Sone, Mahanadi and 
Godavari. 
 3. Most of the major mineral resources 
occur to the west of a line linking Mangaluru and 
Kanpur. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following statements 
 1. The soil is developed in the region of high 
temperature 
 2. They are poor in organic matter 
 3. They are cut as bricks for construction 
 4. They are commonly found in Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh 
The above statements are related to: 
 a) Red Soil 
 b) Black Soil 
 c) Laterite Soil 
 d) Arid Soil 
 
4) Consider the following statements  

1. Deepest ocean depth is measured at 
Mariana Trench located east of Japan’s 
coast.  
2. Oceanic trenches are formed due to 
collision of oceanic and continental crust.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 
5) December and January are the coldest months in 
the northern plain. The reasons for the excessive 
cold in north India are: 
 1. Far away from the sea. 
 2. Snowfall in the nearby Himalayan ranges 
 3. Cold winds coming from Taklamakan 
Desert and Plateau of Tibet. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 

1. The Easterly Jet stream is responsible for 
the burst of monsoon in India.  
2. The shift in the ITCZ from equator towards 
the north Indian plains during summer 
withdraws the Westerly Jet streams.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 
7) Consider the following statements about 
Neelakurinji. 

1. It is a shrub that is found only in the shola 
forests of the Western Ghats. 
2. Neelakurinji blossoms during September-
October every year. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
8) Consider the following statements: 

1. Equatorial oceanic waters have lower 
salinity than average salinity of the oceans 
because of heavy daily rainfall and high 
relative humidity. 
2. The temperature of the oceans varies 
vertically with increasing depth. 
3. The ocean currents move in anti-clockwise 
direction in the northern hemisphere.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2 only 
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c) 1, 2  
  d) 1, 2, 3 
 

Solution: c) 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding 
Palaeochannel. 
 1. A palaeochannel is a remnant of an 
inactive river or stream channel that has been filled 
or buried by younger sediment. 
 2. It reveals the course of rivers that have 
ceased to exist. 
 3. Palaeochannels can host ore deposits 
of uranium, lignite and precious metals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
10) Indira Point is located at 
 a) South Andaman 
 b) Little Andaman 
 c) Great Nicobar 
 d) Car Nicobar 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding oil 
palm cultivation in India. 
 1. Maharashtra stands first in the country in 
oil palm cultivation and production. 
 2. Oil palm consumes much less water than 
paddy and sugarcane.  
 3. In India, majority of the oil palm is grown 
on irrigated land. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
12) Which of the following are the characteristics of 
Submergent coastlines 
 1. Drowned river valleys 

2. Wave cut platform 
3. Presence of fjords 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The South-Western Peninsular Plateau 
have more diversified mineral deposits compared to 
the north-eastern Peninsular Plateau. 

 2. The minerals in the North-Western part of 
Peninsular Plateau are associated with Dharwar 
system of rocks. 
 3. Minerals like copper, lead, zinc, cobalt and 
tungsten are known to occur in the Himalayan 
region. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) Which among the following has the highest 
Albedo 
 a) Lithosphere 
 b) Atmosphere 
 c) Hydrosphere 
 d) Cryosphere  
 
15) Arrange the following states in the decreasing 
order of population density according to Census 
2011. 

1. Bihar  
2. West Bengal  
3. Karnataka  
4. Punjab  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1-2-3-4  
b) 1-2-4-3  
c) 4-1-2-3  
d) 2-1-4-3  

 
16) Consider the following statements regarding 
Soybean production in India. 
 1. Soybean is primarily a Rabi crop and rain 
fed. 
 2. Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra 
contribute to more than 80% of Soybean production 
in India. 
 3. Soybean leads in the total oilseeds 
production in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
17) The largest Wheat and Rice producing state in 
India are 
 a) Punjab and West Bengal 
 b) Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal 
 c) Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 
 d) Uttar Pradesh and Punjab 
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18) Consider the following statements regarding 
Cotton cultivation. 
 1. Cotton is a Kharif crop and a tropical as 
well as subtropical crop. 
 2. Successful cultivation of cotton requires a 
long frost-free period, plenty of sunshine, and a 
moderate rainfall. 
 3. India is the world’s largest cotton 
producer. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
19) Continental shelf is formed due to: 
 1. Rise in sea level 

2. Submergence of a part of a continent 
3. Sedimentary deposits brought down by 

rivers 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
20) Consider the following statements:  

1. Yellow sea separates China and Korean 
Peninsula.  
2. Sea of Japan separates Japan and China.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
21) Consider the following statements regarding 
Pangong Tso Lake. 
 1. Pangong Tso Lake is an endorheic lake in 
the Himalayas. 
 2. It is part of the Indus river basin area. 
 3. It is under the Ramsar Convention as 
a wetland of international importance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
22) Which of the following is/are the drawbacks of 
coal found in India?  

1. Low calorific value  
2. High ash content  

3. Majority of the reserves are lignite type  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
23) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The second highest peak in the world, 
Mount Godwin Austen is situated in the Karakoram 
Range. 
 2. Pat Koi, Nagai and Lushai ranges are part 
of Western Himalayas. 
 3. Cape Comorin is the southernmost point 
of India's territory. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
24) Which of the following best describes the 
‘Marine upwelling’?  
  a) Periodic rise and fall of the ocean due to 
gravitational attraction of the moon.  
  b) Rise in the sea level due to the global 
warming.  
  c) Rise of deep cold water towards the 
surface of the ocean.  
  d) Storm surges hitting the coast due to 
cyclonic activity.  
 
25) “Climate is extreme, rainfall is scanty and the 
people used to be nomadic herders.” The statement 
best describes which of the following regions? 

a) African Savannah 
b) Central Asian Steppe 
c) North American Prairie 
d) Siberian Tundra 
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3. Economy 
 

1) RBI has around $480 billion of Forex reserves. It is 
acquired by the RBI for which of the following 
reasons 
 1. To import essentials for economic and 
social security 
 2. To gain external account security 
 3. To deter speculations 
 4. To enjoy favourable credit rating 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
2) Phantom FDI sometimes in news is described as 
 a) Investments done by high net worth 
individuals 
 b) Investments done in green field projects 
 c) Investments that pass through empty 
corporate shells 
 d) None of the above 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding 
‘Treasury Bills’ 

1. T-bills are short term securities issued on 
behalf of the government by the RBI and are 
used in managing short term liquidity needs 
of the government. 
2. T-Bills are issued on discount to face 
value, while the holder gets the face value 
on maturity. 
3. T-Bills are issued by both Central 
government and State government in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 3  

 
4) In an open economy without government 
intervention, trade deficit can be financed by 

a) Foreign institutional investment 
b) Domestic consumption 
c) Monetary expansion 
d) All of the above 

 
5) A closed economy is likely to have which of the 
following characteristics? 

a) Fiscal deficit would be zero. 
b) The central bank does not control money 
supply. 

c) The government does not have a right to 
print currency. 
d) Balance of Payments is zero. 

 
6) A Hard currency is the one which 

a) does not change its value relative to 
movements in the international market 
b) is considered as a strong currency with 
high levels of liquidity 
c) is abundant in the foreign exchange 
market 
d) is not convertible to Special Drawing 
Rights (SDR) 

 
7) Consider the following statements about ‘Fiat 
Money’. 
 1. It is a currency that a government has 
declared to be legal tender. 
 2. It is backed by a physical commodity.  
 3. Its value increases during hyperinflation. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
8) Stressed Assets is a powerful indicator of the 
health of the banking system. It includes 
 1. Non-performing Assets 
 2. Restructured Loans 
 3. Written off Assets 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
9) The year-long slowdown in the Indian economy, 
has been termed cyclical by the government and 
other economists. Which of the following factors can 
lead to cyclical slowdown? 
 1. Over-investment in capital assets and in 
inventory. 
 2. The production of final goods is not 
absorbed leading to lower prices and lower 
economic activity. 
 3. Changing demographics and change in 
consumer behaviour. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
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 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bank for International Settlements (BIS). 
 1. Bank for International Settlements (BIS) is 
an international financial institution owned 
by central banks which fosters international 
monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a 
bank for central banks. 
 2. The BIS hosts the Secretariat of the Basel 
Committee on Banking Supervision and with it has 
played a central role in establishing Basel 
III framework. 
 3. Reserve Bank of India is the member of 
BIS. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
11) Which of the following is disadvantageous to 
developing countries’ international trade? 

a) Protection to domestic industries from 
dumping 
b) Establishing regional trading blocs 
c) Export of primary articles and import of 
manufactured goods 
d) Free trade with other developing nations  
 

12) Which of the following can be a form of 
economic “Protectionism” by India? 

1. Entry restrictions for foreign nationals 
2. Preferential market access policies for 
domestic industries 
3. Increasing custom duties on imported 
goods and services 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

13) Which of the following can lead to an increase 
and saving in forex reserves in India? 
 1. Rise in investment by foreign portfolio 
investors in Indian stocks and foreign direct 
investments (FDIs). 
 2. Fall in crude oil prices 
 3. Fall in overseas remittances and foreign 
travels from India 
 4. Cut corporate tax rates in India 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 

 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Reserve Bank of India functions as the 
custodian and manager of forex reserves. 
 2. Majority of India’s foreign currency 
reserves are deposited in foreign central banks. 
 3. Under the Liberalised Remittances 
Scheme, individuals from India are allowed to remit 
up to $25000 every year to another country for 
investment and expenditure.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding 
Financial Sector Regulatory Appointment Search 
Committee (FSRASC). 
 1. FSRASC recommends names for the 
appointment of RBI Governor and chairman of SEBI. 
 2. FSRASC is headed by Finance Secretary. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
16) Under ‘Import substitution’ 

1. Government protects the domestic 
industries from foreign competition 
2. Exports are discouraged since they reduce 
domestic consumption and thus production. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

17) Consider the following about Special Drawing 
Right (SDR). 

1. The SDR is an international reserve asset 
created and administered by the IMF. 
2. SDRs can be exchanged for freely usable 
currencies. 
3. A Gold backing is mandatory for a nation 
to increase SDR deposits. 
4. The SDR is a financial claim on the IMF as 
it is accepted by most international 
organizations. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3, 4  
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c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 4  

 
18) Which of the following statements best 
describes ‘fiscal consolidation’? 

a) Strategy of the government to disinvest 
public sector enterprises to meet deficit. 
b) Policies undertaken by Governments to 
reduce their deficits and accumulation of 
debt stock. 
c) Scheduled banks action plan to recover 
the loans from non-performing assets. 
d) Government agenda to reform loan 
disbursal mechanism of scheduled banks. 

 
19) Consider the following statements regarding 
Non-Banking Financial Companies. 
 1. NBFCs do not form part of the payment 
and settlement system and cannot issue cheques 
drawn on itself. 
 2. NBFCs can accept demand deposits. 
 3. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is not 
available to depositors of NBFCs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding 
Recession. 
 1. A recession is a macroeconomic term that 
refers to a significant decline in general economic 
activity in a designated region. 
 2. A significant fall in spending generally 
leads to a recession. 
 3. India had been into recession only once 
since independence i.e., before Liberalisation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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4. Art and Culture 
 

1) With reference to art and archaeological history 
of India, which of the following are associated with 
the reign of Ashoka? 

1. Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli 
2. Lomus Rishi caves 
3. Badami Caves 
4. Udayagiri Caves 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 4  

 
2) With reference to the religious history of India, 
the “Sautrantika” sect belongs to 

a) Jainism 
b) Sikhism 
c) Hinduism 
d) Buddhism 

 
3) Consider the following statements regarding 
Sangam age. 
 1. Agriculture was the chief occupation of 
the people and Land revenue was the chief source of 
state’s Income. 
 2. Ship building and ornaments making was 
prominent. 
 3. The main exports were cotton fabrics, 
spices and ivory products. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
4) Karla is one of the most famous centres of early 
rock-cut architecture and has received much 
attention of scholars and commoners alike. What is 
important about Karla caves? 

1. The grand Chaitya griha of Karla is the 
largest of all the chaita-grihas of India. 
2. The rock-cut cave was completed without 
accepting any financial donation from 
individuals apart from their voluntary 
labour.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

5) The Group of Monuments at Mamallapuram is a 
collection of 7th- and 8th-century CE religious 
monuments. It includes 

1. Shore Temple 
2. Pancharathas 
3. Arjuna’s Penance 
4. Stone Chariot 
5. Varaha Cave 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
6) Earliest Viharas were built for Buddhist monks and 
nuns because 

1. It served as a permanent shelter for the 
wandering monks and nuns during rainy 
season. 
2. It was planned to serve as a centre for 
propagation of Buddhism.   

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
7) Consider the following statements regarding 
Tantrism in India. 
 1. There are no references of Tantrism in 
Harappan Civilization. 
 2. It was intended to satisfy the material 
desires of the devotees for physical possessions and 
to cure the day-to-day diseases and injuries. 
 3. Tantrism permeated Jainism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, Saivism and Vaishnavism. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding 
Sohrai Khovar painting. 
 1. The Sohrai Khovar painting has been 
practiced in parts of Jharkhand. 
 2. It is a traditional and ritualistic mural art 
being practised by local tribal women during local 
harvest and marriage seasons using local, naturally 
available soils of different colours. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
9) Poompugar, a port city, submerged under Sea 
1000 years ago is being digitally reconstructed under 
Indian Digital Heritage project. Poompugar is located 
in  
 a) Kerala 
 b) Maharashtra 
 c) Tamil Nadu 
 d) Andhra Pradesh 
 
10) Consider the following statements: 

1. There was no evidence of musical 
instruments found at the sites of Indus valley 
civilization. 
2. Jaimini Brahmana speaks collectively of 
dance and music 
3. In Hindustani music, Dhrupad is the pure 
music without distraction of words. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

11) Consider the following statements regarding the 
characteristic features of Ashokan pillars?  
 1. Constructed in pieces by a mason 

2. Top portion of the pillar was usually 
carved with capital figures like that of a bull or lion 

3. The stone pillars were erected all over the 
Mauryan Empire with inscriptions engraved on them 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 2, 3  
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3   

 
12) The Mauryan pillar capital symbolising 
Dhammachakrapravartana is found at 

a) Sarnath 
b) Vaishali 
c) Nalanda 
d) Rajgir 

 
13) Consider the following statements about 
Nalanda Mahavihara. 

1. It was originally built by Emperor 
Kumaragupta I of Gupta Dynasty. 
2. Post the Gupta period Nalanda was 
destroyed by several kings, particularly 
during the 7th century under the reign of 
emperor Harsha of Kannauj. 

3. Both Chinese Pilgrims Huien Tsang and Fa-
hien studied at Nalanda. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
14) Which of the following are an important ancient 
port cities? 
 1. Kanchi 
 2. Madura 
 3. Kadalkol 
 4. Muziris 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
15) Which of the following are the Neolithic sites in 
India? 
 1. Burzahom 
 2. Brahmagiri 
 3. Tekkalkota 
 4. Chirand 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding 
Megaliths in India. 
 1. Megaliths were constructed either as 
burial sites or commemorative memorials. 
 2. In India, archaeologists trace the majority 
of the megaliths to the Iron Age. 
 3. Megaliths are spread across the Indian 
subcontinent, though the bulk of them are found in 
Northern India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
17) Which among the following is the oldest and the 
most recent linguistic groups in India? 
 a) Austro-Asiatic and Tibeto-Burman. 
 b) Austro-Asiatic and Indo-Aryan. 
 c) Indo-Aryan and Austro-Asiatic. 
 d) Tibeto-Burman and Dravidian. 
  
18) Lauria Nandangarh is famous for  
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1. A large excavated Stupa belonging to the 
Ashokan period 
2. A monolithic iron pillar of the Mauryan 
period that was used to propagate Dharma 
to Sri Lanka 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
19) It is the earliest form of dance which forms the 
basis of all stylised dances in Manipur with its roots 
in the pre-Vaishnavite period. Priests and priestesses 
re-enact the theme of the creation of the world in 
this dance which is? 

a) Dashavatar 
b) Krishnattam 
c) Lai Haraoba 
d) Sankirtana 

 
20) With reference to Madhubani paintings, consider 
the following statements.  

1. It finds mention in the ancient Indian text 
of Ramayana. 
2. Brushes are extensively used to create the 
paintings. 
3. These are folk paintings that originated in 
Central India. 
4. The paintings are largely secular in nature 
and depiction of objects. 
5. Since the paintings have been confined to 
a limited geographical range, the themes as 
well as the style are more or less, the same.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 3, 4 
b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
c) 2, 4, 5 
d) 2, 3, 4   
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5. History 
 

1) Which of the following statements about the 
administration under the Vijayanagara Empire is 
incorrect? 
 a) The King was the highest court of appeal. 
 b) The king enjoyed absolute authority in 
executive, judicial and legislative matters. 
 c) The king was assisted by a council of 
ministers in his day to day administration. 
 d) The succession to the throne was on the 
principle of merit. 
 
2) The amaram lands in the Vijayanagar Empire were  

a) State forest Reserves 
b) Land granted to army officers 
c) Donations made to the temple sites 
d) Lands dedicated for industries 

 
3) Gandhiji was the editor of three English weeklies, 
these included 

1. Indian Opinion 
2. Harijan 
3. Heritage India 
4. Navjivan 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 4  
d) 1, 3, 4  

 
4) The Swadeshi movement that spanned over 
several decades in India 

1. Followed ‘moderate’ methods as well 
boycotts of institutions 
2. Was also called vandemataram movement 
3. Was based on Gandhian ideals 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 2, 3 
c) 1 only 
d) 2, 3  

 
5) Whitley Commission established in British India 
was mandated to report on 

a) Financial reforms needed in British 
administration 
b) Police and military reforms needed in the 
wake of the 1857 mutiny 
c) Trade and commerce within the princely 
states 
d) Existing conditions of labour and to make 
recommendations 

 

6) Consider the following statements regarding the 
taxation system of Krishnadevaraya, the ruler of 
Vijayanagara Empire. 

1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending 
on the quality of the land. 
2. Private owners of workshops paid an 
industries tax. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
7) Which of the following factors led to the decline 
of the Vijayanagara Empire?  

1. Strain in the imperial structure following 
the death of Krishnadeva Raya’s  
2. Rebelliousness in military chiefs 
3. Invasion of the Mughals  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
8) Consider the following regarding the Revolt of 
1857. 

1. It was during the reign of Governor 
General Canning. 
2. Mangal Pandey led the Mutiny. 
3. It started from Delhi. 
4. The mutiny did not spread to South India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 4  

 
9) Given are the reasons below why rebels failed in 
attaining their goal during the 1857 revolt. Which of 
them are correct?  

1. They were poorly served by their leaders 
with the exception of few  
2. The rebels had no political perspective or 
a definite vision of the future  
3. Almost half the Indian soldiers fought 
against their own countrymen  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3 
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10) Consider the following statements regarding 
Sedition Law in India. 
 1. Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), which deals with sedition, was drafted by 
Thomas Babington Macaulay. 
 2. Mahatma Gandhi was never held under 
the sedition trial during freedom movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
11) With reference to certain works of Medieval 
period, consider the following statements. 

1. Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind deals with a 
variety of subjects, inter alia, philosophy, 
alchemy, social life, laws and metrology. 
2. Ibn Battuta’s book of travels, called Rihla, 
written in Arabic, is a source of information 
about the social and cultural life in the 
Indian subcontinent of the Medieval period.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
12) According to Queen Victoria’s proclamation of 
1858 

1. British Crown assumed the sovereignty 
and control over all princely states and their 
subjects. 
2. The crown would gradually introduce 
responsible government in India where 
subjects would be the source of power. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  
13) Which of the following were involved in reducing 
or eliminating unjust social discrimination in pre-
colonial India?  

1. Buddhism  
2. Bhakti movement  
3. Sufi movement  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 

14) Consider the following statements about 
Tattvabodhini Sabha. 

1. It was a splinter group of the Brahmo 
Samaj. 
2. It was founded by Debendranath Tagore. 
3. It opposed the Vedantic views of 
Hinduism. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
15) Consider the following statements about Quit 
India Movement. 

1. Quit India Movement was a corollary of 
the failure of the Cabinet Mission Plan. 
2. The first half of the movement was 
peaceful with demonstrations and 
processions. 
3. A significant feature of the Quit India 
Movement was the emergence of what 
came to be known as parallel governments 
in some parts of the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
16) During the Mughal period of Indian history, the 
term Parwana refer to 

a) Order of a member of the royal family 
b) Proceedings of the provincial court. 
c) Orders issued by higher authorities. 
d) Order of the emperor. 

 
17) The inscriptions of the Cholas mention various 
kinds of taxes. Which of these is the most frequently 
mentioned tax in these inscriptions? 

a) Ladamol  
b) Vetti 
c) Surnam 
d) Rumolna 

 
18) Chola inscriptions mention several categories of 
land. Among them vellanvagai was a land  
 a) given for the maintenance of a school 
 b) donated to Jaina institutions 
 c) belonging to non-Brahmana peasant 
proprietors 
 d) left for fallow cultivation 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding 
Young Bengal Movement. 
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 1. It attacked old traditions and decadent 
customs 

2. It advocated women’s rights and their 
education 

3. It organized debates against idol worship 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
20) The main objective of the Prarthana Samaj was 
to 

a) Spiritually purify the Hindu community 
from western pollution 
b) Securing social justice for the oppressed 
c) Revive the Gurukul education system in 
India 
d) Establish a swatantra (free) India 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve is located in 
 a) Andhra Pradesh 
 b) Maharashtra 
 c) Madhya Pradesh 
 d) Tamil Nadu 
 
2) Which of the following can lead to reduction of 
soil organic carbon? 
 1. Volcanoes 
 2. Frequent cropping 
 3. Earthquakes 
 4. Excessive tillage 
 5. Urban expansion 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
3) With reference to ecological succession, the term 
Seral stage refers to 

a) Intermediate stage in an ecological 
succession. 
b) Final stage in the ecological succession 
that is in near equilibrium with the 
environment. 
c) First stage of primary succession in an 
area. 
d) First stage of secondary succession in 
areas where natural biotic communities 
have been destroyed. 

 
4) Consider the following statements regarding 
Eutrophication. 
 1. Eutrophication is when a body of water 
becomes overly enriched with minerals and 
nutrients which induce excessive growth of algae 
and in turn, increases water quality. 
 2. Increase of phytoplankton in a water body 
is the response to increased levels of nutrients. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
5) Consider the following statements. 

1. An ecological niche is the unique 
functional role or place of a species in an 
ecosystem. 
2. No two species have exact identical 
niches. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
6) Consider the following statements regarding 
snowflake coral 

1. It is a keystone species of marine 
ecosystem. 
2. It is found only in Gulf of Kutch. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
7) Due to some reasons, if there is a huge fall in the 
population of species of butterflies, what could be 
its likely consequence/consequences? 

1. Pollination of some plants could be 
adversely affected. 
2. There could be a drastic increase in the 
fungal infections of some cultivated plants. 
3. It could lead to a fall in the population of 
some species of wasps, spiders and birds. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
8) What do you understand by an indicator species? 

a) Its status provides information on the 
overall health of the ecosystem. 
b) It is a representative species of all species 
that are threatened or endangered in the 
ecosystem 
c) It is an endemic species that is at the 
lowest level of the food chain.  
d) It is a keystone species of an ecosystem 
without which the local food chain my 
collapse. 

 
9) What is a “Biotope”? 

a) It is an ecosystem that supports the 
genetic mutation of a contiguous ecosystem. 
b) It is a well-defined geographical area, 
characterised by specific ecological 
conditions. 
c) It is a biome that harbours all species of 
same phenotype. 
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d) It is a community of species that 
reproduces entirely by asexual reproduction. 
 

10) What do you understand by Ecological footprint? 
a) The way in which ecological agents reveal 
their preferences through ecological activity 
b) A degree of impairment to an ecosystem, 
which when surpassed is too severe to allow 
recovery of that ecosystem 
c) An index of the area of a productive 
ecosystem required to produce the 
resources used and to assimilate the wastes 
produced by a defined population 
d) Non-monetary assessment of ecosystem 
integrity, health or resilience 

 
11) Humus is the dark organic matter that forms in 
the soil when plant and animal matter decays. 
Consider the following statements in this context. 

1. Humus contains nitrogen that is essential 
for plant growth and helps in nutrient 
retention. 
2. Humus contributes to moisture retention 
in the soil by increasing micro-porosity. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
12) Consider the following statements regarding 
dissolved oxygen in an aquatic ecosystem 

1. It increases with increase in temperature 
of a water-body. 
2. Its concentration in fresh water is usually 
more than the concentration of oxygen in 
air. 
3. Snow cover of ice on water reduces 
dissolved oxygen concentration. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

13) Consider the following statements about Pulicat 
Lake 
 1. Pulicat Lagoon is the largest brackish 
water lagoon in India. 
 2. The annual Flamingo Festival is held at 
Pulicat lake. 

3. The lake encompasses Pulicat Lake Bird 
Sanctuary. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) Which of the following national and international 
events monitors Ozone pollution? 
 1. Gothenburg Protocol 
 2. Bonn Convention 
 3. National Air Quality index 
 4. System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
15) Basel Ban Amendment is related to 
 a) Import of Hazardous chemicals 
 b) Flue-gas desulfurization 
 c) Global waste dumping prohibition 
 d) Long range transboundary air pollution 
 
16) As Earth’s climate warms, the permafrost is 
thawing. Thawing permafrost can have impact on 
our planet like 
 1. Thawing permafrost can destroy houses, 
roads and other infrastructure built on permafrost. 
 2. Microbes begin decomposing the plant 
material in the soil called organic carbon. 
 3. It could make humans and animals very 
sick. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
17) Which of the following adaptations help 
mangrove plants to cope with their dynamic and 
harsh ecosystem? 

1. Vivipary 
2. Stilt roots 
3. Pneumatophores 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

18) In what ways do naturally-occurring wildfires 
play an integral role in nature? 

1. They help return nutrients to the soil 
2. They act as a disinfectant 
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3. They allow sunlight to reach the forest 
floor, enabling a new generation of seedlings 
to grow 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 3 
 

19) Mediterranean trees adapt themselves to dry 
summers with the help of their thick barks and wax 
coated leaves. These help them to 

a) Reduce transpiration 
b) Increase rate of water flow from roots to 
shoots 
c) Cut down the need for photosynthesis 
d) Increase the area of the leaves to step up 
glucose intake 

 
20) Which of the following are the sources of arsenic 
contamination. 
 1. Weathering of rocks and minerals 
followed by leaching and runoff. 
 2. Intense exploitation of groundwater 
 3. Iron coprecipitation 
 4. Burning of coal 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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