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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. Raja Parba festival of Odisha

Context
The festival is beingelebrated in Odisha.

Why and when is it celebrated?
This is a three@lay-long festval dedicated tdMother Earth (Bhuma Devi) and womanhood at large.
The festivitiedbegin a day before Mithuna Sankrargind conclude two days after that.

How is it celebrated?

The first day of the festival is call@ahili Rajathe second iMithuna Sankanti and the thirdBhu dahaor Basi
Raja.

The preparation begins one day befd?ahili Raja, and it is call&hjabaja Primarily, it isa time for the
unmarried girls to prepare for their matrimony.

They follow various customs related to the festivakcbysuming nutritious food likBodapitha not walking
barefoot, taking a bath on the first day, and merrily swinging on ropes attached to a tree.

During the ParbaDdia people do no undertake any construction works or tilling that requires the earth to be

dug.And by not doing such activities, they pay ode to the Mother Earth who needs a break from routine work.

The festival concludes with a custom caléasumati Snanar the bathing of Bhuma DeviWomen worship a
stone that symbolises the Mother Earth.e€lhgive her a bath with turmeric paste and offer her flowers and
smear her withSindoor.

Association with Agriculture:
This festival is also associated with the end of the summer season and the arrival of the monsoon. And
therefore, it is also associatexth agriculture and cultivation related communities and activities.

Sources: pib.

2. Talamaddale

Context The traditional artof? i I £  YIF RRIFf SQX | @I Nhab gbie vigul intimep af K | 3 |

COVIBEL19. A performance was streamed live social media on June 13.

About Talamaddale:
It isan ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performaniceSouthern India in the Karavali and
Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala.

The plot and content of the conversation is drawn frpopular mythology but the performance mainly
consists of an impromptu debate between characters involvin
sarcasm, puns, philosophy positions and humour.

How is it different from Yakshagana?

Unlike the Yakshagana performance, in the conventional
Wil f F ¥ B&dRists sit across in a place without any
costumes and engage in testing their oratory skills based on
the episode chosen.

If music is common for both Yakshagana performance and
Wil £ Y th&latkerihas Onfy spoken word without any
dance orcostumes.

Henceit is an art form minus dance, costumes and stage conventions.

InstaLinks
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Prelims Link:

1. Whatis it?

2. How is it different from Yakshagana?

3. What are classical dances?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/amighandemictraditional-art-of-talamaddalegoes
digital/article31836303.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

3. Keeladi excavations

TheContext:

Skeletal remains of a child excavated as pait & S f BtiRpha3e excavatioThe skeleton was found buried
between two terracotta urns

All about Keeladi excavations:

1. Excavations iKKeeladiprove that anurban civilisation existed imfamil Nadu in the Sangam ecm the
banks othe river Vaigai.

2. Manyantiquitieshave been unearthethat provide crucial evidence to understanding the missing links
of the Iron Age [12th century BCE to 6th century BCE] to the Early Historic Period [6thrgeBCE to
4th century BCE] and subsequent cultural developments.

3. Literate society:Tamil Brahmi letters found were inscribed when the pot was wet or after the pot
became dry. This clearly suggests literacy levels in the 6th century BC.

4. Agrarian soety that reared cattle:Skeletal fragments of cow/ox, buffalo, sheep, goat, nilgai,
blackbuck, wild boar and peacock were found.

5. High standard of livingtong walls, Welkid floors along with roof
tiles in a collapsed state, iron nails fastened to tiodep and rafters
prove a high standard of living during the Sangam age. D< INDUS SIGN-225

6. Items found:Brick structures, terracotta ring wells, fallen roofing
with tiles, golden ornaments, broken parts of copper objects, iron ;
implements, terracotta chess pieces, ear ornansespindle whorls, @7
figurines, black and redware, rouletted ware and a few pieces of
Arretine ware, besides beads made of glass, terracotta and-semi
precious stones.

7. Graffiti marksare found in earthenware, caves and rocks in or ne
the excavation sites

INDUS SIGN-307

INDUS SIGN-365

INDUS SIGN-318

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Where is Keeladi?
2. What is Sangam era?
3. Key elements unearthed at the site?
4. Trade during sangam era.
5. Use of gold coins in ancient India.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamitnadu/skeletairemainsof-a-child-excavatedaspart-of-
keeladisbth-phaseexcavation/article31872136.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

INDUS SIGN-318

B
& P <X

4. Who was Chaolung Sukapha?

Why in News?

Assam Chief Minister has ordered theest of a Kolkatdased political commentator, Garga Chatterjee, who
had described Chaolung Sukaphdas ¢/ KAY S&S Ay @+ RSNE @

About Sukapha:
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1 He wasa 13th-century ruler who founded the Ahom kingdorthat ruled | j
Assan for six centuries. Contemporary scholars trace his roots to Burr] |

 Heiswidely referredtoas KS | NOKAGSOG 2F 4. 2| |
laalyYeo

1 Sukapha is said to have left a place caladilungin AD 1215 with eight
nobles and 9,000 men, women and chédt mostly men.

1 It was inCharaideahat Sukapha established his first small principality,
sowing the seeds of further expansion of the Ahom kingdom.

1 Thefounders of the Ahom kingdom had their own language and
followed their own religion.Over the centuies, the Ahoms accepted the
Hindu religion and the Assamese language.

1 To commemorate Sukapha and his rule, Assam celebdatest 2 Y 5
on December 2 every year.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Who are Ahoms?

2. SukaphaHow he expanded his territory?

3. Significane of Asom Divas.

4. Geographical location of Assam and neighbouring states.

5. Where was Maulung?
Mains Link:
Write a note on Chaolung Sukapha and his contributions to the Ahom community.
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/thdegacyof-sukaphafounderof-ahomkingdom6468320/
Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: Modern In dian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1.t dzyS bDh FAYA GBaHNBPA IS ALIANRG 2F

Context
In a bid to revive the Independenega spirit ofti K S -B8H F hat&d after nationalists Lala Lajpat Rai,
W21YlyelrQ . Ff DFyY3FRKFNI¢AELF] YR . ALRAY /-fabeyd RNJ

non-governmental organisation (NG@){ I NulIHaRB@h a series of literary and cultural programmes to
strengthen connectionbetween Maharashtra and West Bengal.

Rationale behind the event:

Punjab, Bengal and Maharashttave played significant roles during the struggle for Indian Independence.
The historical association and cultural bonds among the thtateSwas solidified in the modern era by the
ONRYAGBaH RFQW[ | €

After Independencewhile the sociecultural bonds between Maharashtra and Punjab have grown stronger,
al K N} aKGNI Qa GASa o¢AlGK . despidelafich petighed dtararyasSdoceltural & S|
affinity in the past.

Highlights

f It will be a twoeyearlong eventandis named?a | K NI SKANI FTNASYRAKALI OK

f ltisenvisionedas LJS2 L) SQ& Odz { dzNihtheseNd@tatgsl t A ad Y20SYS

It willcommence or¢ A f | &tHxénteRa8s (August 1, 1928ugust 1, 2020) and will go on till August
15, 2022 to mark the 150th birth anniversary of the great philosopher, Sri Aurobindo Ghosh.

Brief overview of contributions made by LaBal Pal:
1 The triumvirate had played atellar role in the second phase of the Swadeshi movemesmich
gathered momentum after the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon in 1905, and which called for the
boycott of all imported items and the use of Indiavade goods.
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1 LalBalPalmobilized Indians aross the country against thBengal partition and the demonstrations,
strikes and boycotts of British goods that began in Bengal soon spreadeoretfions in a broader
protest against the Raj.

1 The nationalist movement gradually faded with the arrest of its main leBdéGangadhar Tiland
retirement of Bipin Chandra Paind Aurobindo Ghoslfrom active politics.
Some facts:
1. In 1895 Lal started the Punjab National Bamkthe first Indian bank to begin solely with Indian capital,
and that continues to function till date.
2. In 1917, Lal foundethe Indian Home Rule League of America there.
3. In 1884 Tilak founded the Deccan Education SocigtyPune,and under the banner, opened the New
English School for primary studies and Fergusson College for higher education.
4. Bipin Chandra Pakas of a strong opinion tha mass reliance on Swadeshi goods would help people
get rid of their poverty.
Instal inks
Prelims Link:
1. First Indian to join the Indian Civil Service (ICS).
2. Contributions of Aurobindo Ghosh.
3. Who translatedt A f Geétdihasya and & Tukaranf @hangsnto Bengal?
4. Contributions of Rabindranath Tagore.
5. Who establishedl®&ntiniketan?
6. Who was the Viceroy of India when the partition of Bengal took place?
7. Objectives of Swadeshi movement.
8. Key contributions of Lal Bal pal.
Mains Link:
5A40dzaa GKS 1Se& O2y(NRoOdziAzya 2F [FE . FE tFf G2
Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tomarktilaks-death-centenarypune-ngo-aimsto-revive-spirit-of-
lal-balpal/article31909160.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle i its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different  parts of the country.

1. Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji

Context

Freedom fightelVariyamkunnathKunjahammed Hajs life is set to be portrayed on the silver screen, in a
project starring Malayalam actor Prithviraj Sukumaran.

Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji?

1 Bornin 1870s, he was a brave freedom fighter who stood up
the Britishiny SNJ £ I Q& al £ I 6 NJ NS aa 2
even established a shoitived regime of his own.

His father Moideenkutty Haji,was deported and jailed in the
Andaman Island®r his participation in a rebellion against the
British. Such personal incidents, very early on in his life, play
an important role in lighting the fire of vengeance inside
Kunjahammed. . :
He usedart as an instrument to rally the locals against the R
British.
He promised suppotthe Indian National Congress and Khilafg
movementagainst the atrocities of the British and the | -
landlords.

[ . --
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1

Cause®f the 1921 rebellion:

1 When Haji got the news that his countryman and Khilafat leader Ali Musaliyar was arrested at
Tirurangadi and the mosque has been looted and some police officers killed in the ensuing fight, Haj
decided to take arms against the Bshiiand arranged a band of army with the help of some sepoys
who enthusiastically rallied behind him.

1 He ensured thathe movement had a secular charactdBut at the same timehe targeted all those
who helped the British, be they Hindu or Muslim.

Outcomes:

1. As the rebellion helmed by the Haji and others began to spread across the Ernad and Valluvanad ta
of erstwhile Malabar district, British officers and the local police loyal to them escaped, leaving vast
tracts of territory firmly under the control otie local rebels. The territory was declaraal
WAYRSLISYRSY (G adFiSQ Ay !dzaAdzad mdopum gAGK | | 2A

2. For nearly six months, Haji rarparallel Khilafat regimdieadquartered iNilambur, with evenits
own separate passport, currency and systevhtaxation.

3. During the time, an extensive army with the participation of Hindu men was built with the express air
of thwarting any attempt by the British to overthrow the Khilafat rule.

4. Tenants were granted the power over the lands they cultivated alditiytax incentives.

How his rule came to an end?

The rule did not last long. In January 1922, under the guise of a treaty, the British betrayed Haji through his
close friend Unyan Musaliyar, arresting him from his hideout and producing him beforesh Rritge. He was
sentenced to death along with his compatriots.

Instalinks

Prelims Link:
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

Mains Link:

Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? How he stood up to the British in Malabar region in 1921?

Discuss the outcomes of the rebellion.

Link:

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainedariyamkunnatikunjahammedhaji-the-khilafat

Haji wasaware of the strength of HindtMuslim unity and ensured people of other faiths were given
adequate security.

Who was Haji?

What was the 1921 Malabar rebellion all about?

How he established his own independent state and ruled it?
What is Khilafat Movement?

Outcomes of Khilat movement.

leader6471224/

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: History of the world will include events from 18th century suc h as industrial
revolution, world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc. - their forms and effect on
the society.

1. What is victory day?

Context

Russia, odune 24, celebrated75" Victory Day with a military parade that was meant to be held on 9 May
(Postponed because of COVID pandemic).

What is Victory Day?
Victory Day markthe end of World War Il and the victory of the Allied Forces in 594
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Adolf Hitlerhad shot himself on April 3@n May 7, German troops surrendered, which was formally
accepted the next day, and came into effect on May 9.
In mostEuropean countries, it is celebted on May 8,and is calledhe Victory in Europe Day.

Why does Russia not celebrate Victory Day on the same date?
This is becausthe instrument of surrender signed on May 7 stipulated that all hostilities would cease at
23:01 Berlin Time on May &nd,as time in Moscow was an hour ahead, this would push the ceasefire into
May 9.

1. Aninitial document was signed in Reims, France @

May 7. MAJOR COUNTRIES INVOLVED:
2. But, Russia argued thabme German troops Allied Powers

considered the Reims instrument a surrender to . P4

the Western alliesonly and that fighting continued | ESEme ST

in eastern Europe, especially in Prague. ¢) Soviet-Union
3. Therefore, Soviet Union demanded another signin| FIREF
Asecond surrender ceremony then took place in a
manor on the outskirts of Berlin late on May, 8
when it was already May 9 in Moscow b) ltaly
5. Both texts stipulated that forces under German ¢} Japan
control were to cease operations at 11:01pm Berli
Time.
Therefore, in the eyes of the Soviet Union, the head of Germany's armed forces surrendered personally to
W2aSLIK {dFfAyQa NadmbhsrSmeitoféurrén8er Bay sigadd & thepearly hours of that
day.

B

Is the June 24 date particularly significant?
The celebrations this year were pushed to June because @aved19 pandemic
Nevertheless, June 24s also significant for Russia.
9 After winning the war and having its own Victory Day oryMgStalin wanted to commemorate the
victory with a military paradeOn June 24, 1945 in commemorationtleé victory over Germany in the
Great Patriotic War.
1 Hence the first Victory Day Parade took place on June 24 in Moscow.
However, since then, th¥ictory Day Parades have taken place on May 9.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Axis and Allied powers.
2. Reasons for the WW2.
3. Outcomes of WW?2.
4. Why Victory Day celebration dates differ across the world?
5. Why Russia Chose May®
Mains Link:
Write a note Victory Dacelebrated by Russia.
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/victorgay-why-russiacelebrateswwii-triumph-on-a-different-
date-6473090/
Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
1. Commission to Examine Sub Categorization of other Backward Classes

Context
Cabinet approves Extension of term of the commission ciist! underArticle 3400f the constitution to
examine the issue @ubcategorization within other Backward Classes in the Central List.
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What is Article 340?

Article 340 of the Indian Constitutiotays down conditions for the appointment of a Commissmmvestigate
the conditions of the backward classes. The President may by order appoint a Commission consisting of su
persons as he thinks fit to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally backward classes within tk
territory of India.

Constitutional basis:

Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before the lalthat meansin-equals cannot be treated
equally. Measures are required to be taken for the upliftment ofequals to bring them on par with the
advancedclasses.

Article 16 (4)provides that the State can malagy provision for theeservation of appointments or posis

ch
e

favour of any backward class of citizens who, in the opinion of the state, are not adequately represented in the

services under the State

Sub categorisation:

National Commission for Backward Classes (NGB@josed the sufcategorisation of Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) back in 2015.

In October 2017President Ram Nath Kovindh exercise of the powers conferred by Article 340 of the
Corstitution, appointed a commission to examine the issue of soéitegorisation of OBCshaired byretired

Justice G. Rohintp ensure social justice in an efficient manner by prioritising the Extremely Backward Classé

(EBCs).

Need for sub categorization

Sub categorization of the OBCs will ensure that the more backward among the OBC communities can also
access the benefits of reservation for educational institutions and government jobs.

At present, there is no subategorisation and 27% reservation ismanolithic entity.

Analysis

This decision speaks to the long yearsadtire in effectively preventing large sections of the creamy layer
from taking advantage of the quota systeto the detriment of the poorer sections among their own caste
groups.

In effect, the Union government is now seeking to ensure a more equitable distribution of reservation benefi
by further differentiating caste groups coming under backward classes on the basis of their levels of social &
economic backwardness.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Overview of Articles 340, 14, 15 and 16.

2. Head of the commission to examine the issue of-sategorisation of OBCs.
3. t NBAARSY(iwa LR26SNI dzyRSNI I NIAOES onno
4. Mandal Commission.
5. Powers to include or exclude communities from the central list of OBC
6. States powers to categorise OBCs.
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for subategorisation of OBCs.
Sources: pib.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

= = £

1./ @80ft2yA0 {(i2NXY WbL{! wD!Q

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: Tropical Cyclonésctors responsible, the proess, naming and impact.
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Context Cyclonic Stornformed over East central Arabian Skas been nametllisarga Thename in the new
list was suggested by Bangladesh.

Thecyclone track--issued byindia Meteorological Department (IMDauthorities-- show that Nisarga will
cross very close to the Mumbai coast while entering the land. Maharashtra and Gujarat areytlore
alert as very heavy to extremely heavy rainfall is expéah parts of the states

2 Kl 4Q&a ySEGK
Conditions are favourable for intensification of the cyclone because the sea surface temperature is about 3(
32 degrees Celsius, as compared to a normal of 28 degrees Celsius during this season.
It is venylikely to intensify intca Severe Cyclonic Storduring next 12 hours.

What is a cyclone?
Tropical Cyclonisany large system of winds that circulates about a center of low atmospheric pesén a
counter-clockwise direction north of the Equator and in a clockwise direction to the south.

CyCIOne formation: India Meteorological Department
. . Tropical Cyclone Intensity Scale
1. Cyclone is the formation of very lepressure system S i el
with very highspeed windsevolving around it. Gatedy s svarase)
2. Factors like wind speed, wdrdirection, temperature

and humidity contribute to the development of

Very Severe 64—119 kt

CyCIOneS. Cyclonic Storm 118—221 km/h
3. Before cloud formation, water takes up heat from the B~ oven | | O ag
atmosphere to chgnge into vapour. When w_ater vapoy BEEED TR o) 3447 Kt
changes back to liquid form as raindrops, this heat is G5BV RN
released to theatmosphere. DeepDepression 223
4. Theheat released to the atmosphere warms the air Sl s

around. The air tends to rise and causes a drop in
pressure. More air rushes to the centre of the storm.
This cycle is repeated.

Additional facts:

1 Cyclones around the world are namedm®ggional Specialised Meteorological Centres and Tropical
Cyclone Warning Centre$here are a total afix RSMCs and five TCWibsJuding the India
Meteorological Department.

1 Thelndian weather bureathas been mandated with the duty to namgclones that develop over the
North Indian ocean, including Arabian Sea and Bay of Berigafpllowing a standard procedure.

1 IMD released &ist of cyclone namei April 2020 as suggested the 13 countries.
1 The next few cyclones will be namegdati (named by India), Nivar (Iran), Burevi (Maldives), Tauktae
(Myanmar) and Yaas (Oman).
Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Factors responsible for the genesis of cyclones.

2. Naming of cyclones in various reggof the world.

3. Why more cyclones in Eastern coast of India?

4. What is coriolis force?

5. What is latent heat of condensation?
Mains Link:
Discuss the factors responsible for the formation of tropical cyclones.
All about tropical cyclones:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0g3ssZmuhXY
Sources: pib.
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2.{dzy Qad / 2NRY!
Context Scientistdave recently discovereiihy flashes of radio light emanating from all over the Sumhich

they say could help in explaining the lepgndingcoronal heating problem.
The data was collected with the helptbe Murchison Widefield Array (MWA) radio telescope.

What is it?

Theradio lights or signalsnder studyresult frombeams of electrons accelerated in the aftermath of a
magnetic explosion on the Sun.

These observationare the strongest evidence till date that the tiny magnetic explosions, originally referred to
I Znay'R F f byN®Bides? American solar astrophysicist Eugene Parker

Researchers believe that these explosions cindéed be heating uthe corona.

What Is the Sun's Corona?

¢tKS {dzyQa O2NRYl A&
0KS {dzyQa I (Y2 audgayN
hidden by the bright light of the Sun's
surface. That makes it difficult to see
without using special instruments.
However, the corona can be viewed during
a total solar eclipse.

CORONA

Features
The corona is about 10 million times less dense thar{thizy Q&4 & dzZNF Il OS® ¢ KA & 26 F
much less bright than the surface of the Sun.

Why is the corona so hot?

¢tKS O2NRYl Q3 KAIK GSYLIRdbrordertBave HedBying to soldithissnilystery folva
longtime. ThReO2 NB Yl A& Ay (KS 2 dzi SNJaffrbnditS dlifazer Yetitlie Soropalm/ Q &
Kdzy RNBR&a 2F GAYSa K2GGSNJ GKIFy GKS {dzyQa adzNFI OS¢

How does the corona cause solar winds?

The corona extends far out into space. From it comes the solar windrthagl$ through our solar system. The
corona's temperature causes its particles to move at very high speeds. These speeds are so high that the
particles can escape the Sun's gravity.

About Widefield Array (MWA) radio telescope

1 Itisa joint project between an international consortium of organisation® construct and operata
low-frequency radio array.

1 Operating in the frequency range €300 MHzthe main scientific goals of the MWA aredetect
neutral atomic Hydrogen emission from the cosmological Eljp@d Reionization (EoR)o study the
sun, the heliosphere, the Earth's ionosphere, and radio transient phenomena, as welpake
extragalactic radio sky.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link
1. Where is MWA radio telescope located?
2. What are radio waves?
3. Different layers of sun?
4. What are solar flares?
5. What are Sunspots?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/nowmore-light-on-sunscoronatheating
puzzle/article31733303.ece
Sources: the Hindu.
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3. What is a Solar Eclipse?
Context
Country witnessed aannular solar eclipse on 21tbune, 2020.

This eclipse ia rare annular eclipse that occurs once in every one or two years| coincides witlhe
Y2 NI KSNY KSYAa&aLKSNES Qaalledth2 gumhi@et spistied: @ 2F G KS &SI NE

What is a Solar Eclipse?

It isa natural event that takes place on Earth when the Moon n&avin its orbit between Earth and the
Sun(this is also known as arccultation).

It happens alNew Moon,when the Sun and Moon are @aonjunctionwith each other.

5dzZNAyYy 3 |y SOfALAST (KS a2080pQtE: tha datk Bntbd andl lhMght&rK A & F
penumbra)Y 2 #Sa I ONRaa 9 NIKQa &adz2NFI OSo

¢CKSYy>X gKe AayQid GKSNB | a2t N SOfALAS SOSNE Y2yl
If the Moon was only slightly closer to Earth, and orbited in the same plane and its orbit was circular, we wo
see eclipses each monthhe lunarorbii A & St f ALIXIA Ol | yR { AsbweSah omyiséeK
up to 5 eclipses per year. Depending on the geometry of the Sun, Moon and Earth, the Sun can be totally
blocked, or it can be partially blocked.

y .
\S cLence ABcC Full shadow
(UMBRA)

Solar Eclipse Types:

1. Total Solar Eclipse:
It occurswhen the Moon completely blocks the solar disk a total solar eclipse, the narrowest part of the
path (where the Sun is completely blocked and the Moon casts its darkest shadow (calledlt#) is called
GKS al2y& T G201t A08
A phenomenoncalled . I A f S @ 6ftdn appBdrsRad sunlight shines out through valleys on the lunar
surface.

ANNULAR PARTIAL

2. Annular Solar Eclipse:
2 KSYy GKS a22y A& FIFINIKSNIIFgle Ay AdGa 2NDAG GKFy
disk.During such an event, a bright ring of sunlight shines around the Moon. This type of eclipse is a called
Gl yydzZ  NE SOf ALlaSo

3. Partial Solar Eclipse:
LG 200dz2NE 6KSYy 9FNIK Y2@Sa GKNRBdAAK (GKS f dzyl NJ LISy
moves between Earth and the Sun. The Moon does not block the entire solar disk, as seen from Earth.
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Depending on your location during a partial eclipse, you might see anything from a small sliver of the Sun b
blotted out to a nearly total eclipse.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1.

2.
3.
4
5

6.
Mains Link:
Write a note on annular solar eclipse.
Sources: the Hufu.

Solar vs Lunar eclipsdifferences.

Types of Solar Eclipses.

Umbra vs Penumbra.

az2z2yQa 2NBAG | NRdzyR
2 Ke AayQi GKSNB | a
Solstices.

S SOSNE Y2y(K®

4. Why do earthquakes happen in Mizoram?

Context

A medium intensity earthquake of 5.1 magnitude rocked Mizoram, Meghalaya, Manipur and the other
northeastern States on 241June.

Why Mizoram and Tripura are more vulnerable?
As per theseismic hazard map of Indidoth the states oMizoram and Tripura lie entirely in Zone V.
9 Also,in Mizoram,lie the southern most end dahe Purvanchal Himalayan rang&heir folded structure

T

is asynclinoriumconsisting obroad synclines and tightaulted anticlines.

Therefore, earthquakes in this region are generally shallow, though a few quakes of intermediate de
have occurred. Most deeper earthquakes occur along and across the international border, in
Myanmar's Chin DivisiorEarthquake activityn Tripura is mainly shallowhe Dauki Faulivhich

follows the international border of India and Bangladesh in Meghalaya passes though northern secti
of Tripura.

The other major threat is frorthe
Madhqpur Fgult in“Bang.Iradestl.

I e

2

T aa] T | T T Ty
& Anticlines and Synclines

Afold of rocklayers that slope upwardon - Syncling

both sides of a common low point.
Synclines form when rocks are //I//
compressed by plate-tectonic forces. They )
can be as small as the side of a cliff or as

large as an entire valley.

Lo ¢ ¥ove
- both sides of a common crest. Anticlines
form when rocks are compressed by plate-
e tectonic forces. They can be as small as a hill

1% n

= INDEX or as large as a mountain range.
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InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Who releases seismic hazard map of India?
2. Earth quake wavesypes, propagation and impact.
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3. What are anticlines and synclines?

4. Fold mountainsreasons for formation and examples.

5. Fault mountains in India.
Mains Link:
Discuss why north east regiof ladia is more vulnerable to earthquakes.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/quakerocksnortheast/article31884942.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. WMO findings on lightning strikes
Highlights
1. Brazil recorded a lightning strike that travelled a distance of 709 kilomitr2@18.
2. The previous record for the longest detected distance for a single lightning flash was for 321 km on
June 20, 2007, across the US state of Oklahoma.
3. Brazilhas the highest incidence of lightning in the warldan average of 77.8 million strikes per year.
4. Argentina recorded a strike that lasted for 16.73 secand&019.
The previous record was a singtghtning flash that lasted continuously for 7.74 seconds on August 30
2012 over ProvencAlpesCote d'Azur, France.
6. The lightning flashes that have now entered the record books are knowhea$ 3 I F in bciertift a Q
parlance.

o

Lightning strikes in India
1. Bihar is second after Uttar Pradesh with the maximum number of deaths due to lightning.
2. Atleast 170 people died in Bihar due to lightning in 2019 between April 1 and July 31.
3. The number of lightning days across India have been increasing significgrhyngonth
4. Llightning strikeill morepeople in India than any other extreme weather event

What is lighhing?

Itisa veryrapidT and massiva discharge of electricityn the atmosphere, some of which is directed
G26FNRa GKS 9FNIKQa &adz2NFI OSo

These discharges agenerated in giant moisturebearing cloudghat are 1612 km tall.

How lightning strikes the Earth’s surface

Bottom of storm cloud Charges alter air around cloud, Lightning is the completion
becomes negatively creating potential lightning paths of these paths as nature tries
electrically charged to neutralize the extremes
Surface of the Earth Positive charge on surface ex-
gets positive charge tends towards negative charge

How does itstrike?

1. The base of these clouds typically lieswithin 1 1Y 2F (GKS 9 NI KQ& -18BHaNJIF |
away.Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus 35 to minus 45
degrees Celsius.

2. As water vapour moves upward ihd cloudthe falling temperature causes it to condenseleat is
generated in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up.

3. As they move to temperatures below zero degrees celsius, the water droplets change into small ice
crystals. They coirtue to move up, gathering mass until they are so heavy that they start to fall to
Earth.

4. This leads to a system in which, simultaneoustyaller ice crystals are moving up and bigger crystals
are coming down.
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5. Collisions follow, and trigger theelease of electrons a process that is very similar to the generation
of sparks of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more elextioais
reaction ensues.

6. This process results in a situation in whilel top layer ofthe cloud gets positively charged, while the
middle layer is negatively chargedhe electrical potential difference between the two layers is huge
T of the order of a billion to 10 billion volts. In very little tineemassive current, of the order of
100,000 to a million amperes, starts to flow between the layers.

7. An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between th
two layers of the cloudThis heat gives the air column a reddish appearance during lightrigthe
heated air column expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder.

How does this current reach the Earth from the cloud?

1. Whilethe Earth is a good conductor of electricitit,is electrically neutral. However, in comparison to
the middlelayer of the cloud, it becomes positively charged. As a result, abou208%wf the current
gets directed towards the Earth as well. It is this flow of current that results in damage to life and
property on Earth.

2. There isa greater probability of lightnng striking tall objectssuch as trees, towers or buildings. Once
it is about 86100 m from the surface, lightning tends to change course towards these taller objects.
This happens becausdr is a poor conductor of electricityand electrons that are tralling through
FANJ aSS1 020K I o0SGGSNI O2yRdzO(G2NJ I yR (KS aK?2
surface.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. How lightning strikes?
2. What are megaflashes?
3. Is earth a good conductor of electricity?
4. Types of clouds.
5. Lightning strikes in India.
Mains Link:
Write a note on how lightning phenomenon.
Link:
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/naturaldisasters/southamericawitnessedextremelightningstrikes
in-20182019wmo-71999
Sources: down to earth.

6. Zealandia

Researchers fromNS Science in New Zealand have annouti@dhey mappedhe shape and size of the
Zealandiacontinent in unprecedented detail.

Background

Scientists confirmed the existenceanf eighth continent, calle@ealandiaunder New Zealand and the
surrounding ocean in 2017.

Because 94% @ealandia’s 2 million square miles are underwater, mapping the continent is challenging.

Latestfindings:
1. Zealandigs area is nearly 2 million square miles (5 million square kilomete)out half the size of
Australia.
2. Butonly 6% of the continent is above sea lev&hat part underpins New Zealand's north and south
islands and the island of Neval€donia.
3. Latest map depicts coastlines, territorial limits, and the names of major undersea features. The map
part of a global initiative to map the planet's entire ocean floor by 2030.
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: L o ’

4. Th|§ map alsq re;/eals w:grr(]e Zfec';l]landlaI Sits acros Zealandia ‘lost continent
VaTIOUSteCtonIC p ates, whic O_ those p ates are New Zealand is part of a previously unknown continent mostly
being pushed under the other in a process Knowr  submerged in the South Pacific, scientists said Friday

as SUdeCtiOﬂ, and how QUICkly that movement is Zealandia considered by peologists
happening. to.be a massive mostly submerged
pp g continent
It meets all criteria app ied to
How Zealandia evolved? the Earth’s 7 continents,

Gondwanaformed when Earth's ancient NEW aoj,'q,lf ”b
. . CALEDONIA P a0
supercontinentPangeasplit into two fragments surfounding area
{1 Laurasian the north became Europe, Asia, and USHACTYR SRRy
North America.
1 Gondwanain the south dispersed to form modern mﬁionsq o
day Africa, Antarctica, South America, and
Australia. S0 Poific
Further,Geologic forcegontinued to rearrange these land Soq Gcean
masses, andealandia was forcednder the waves about do
30 million to 50 million years after it broke off Gondwana ZEALAND
as the largest tectonic plate the Pacific Plate slowly

subducted beneath it.

AUSTRALIA Idefi
USTRALIA 94% underwater well-defined area
crust much thicker
thar that found on
ocean floor

Instalinks
Prelims Link: )
1. About Pangea, Gondwana and Laurasia. —
2. Where isZeanlandia?
3. Regions surrounding.
4. What are tectonic plates? Name the major plates.
5. {AT S YR O02YLRaAGA2Yy 2F SIENIKQa ONYza (o

Mains Link:
Write a note on Zealandia.

Sources: TOl.
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. Official languaga High Courts

Context Lawyers have challenged in the Supreme Cauisiw which makeblindi the official language in
courts in Haryana.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSk
Thepetition contends thathe Haryana Official Language (Amendment) Act of 2028 unconstitutionally
and arbitrarily imposedHindi as the sole official language to be used in lower courts across the State.

2 K GQa GKS 02y OSNYK
1 The lawyers have argued that Englisividely used by advocates and the subordinate judiciary in
lower courts in justice administration work.
1 The imposition of Hindi as the sole language would result in an unreasonable classification between
lawyers who are fluent in Hindi and those wéai@ not.
1 They sayhe amendment was a violation of the fundamental right to equality, freedom to practice a
profession of choice, dignity and livelihood.

What the Constitution says?
Article 348 (1) of the Constitution of Indiprovides thatall proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every
High court shall be in English Language until Parliament by law otherwise provides.
1 UnderArticle 348 (2), the Governaof the State may, with the previouwmnsent of the President,
authorizethe use of the Hindi language or any other languagged for any official purpose of the
State, in the proceedings of the High Court having its principal seat in that State provided that decre
judgments or orders passed by such High Courts shall Beglish.
Section 7 of the Official Languages Act, 19pfvides that the use of Hindi or official language of a State in
addition to the English language may be authorized, with the consent of the President of India, by the Gove
of the State for purpee of judgments etc. made by the High Court for that State.
The provision of optional use of Hindi in proceedingas already been made in the High Courts of Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Which states in Ind have theprovision of optional use of Hindi fDourtproceeding®
2. What is Eighth schedule of the Indian Constitution.
3. What is Article 348 related to?
4. D2@SNY2NEQ LI2gSNE (2 | dziK2NR&S GKS dzasS 2F | A
5. Who can add or remove langges from & schedule?
Mains Link:

2Ke flFg@8SNARA Ay | I NEIYlF KIF@S 2 LR HidasthekoSiciaslanguags in 3 2
courts in Haryana Discuss.
Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lawmakinghindi-officiaklanguagein-haryanacourtschallenged
in-sc/article31693400.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

2.t 8GAGAR2Y 2y YIGA2Y Q3 YIYS
Context The Supreme Couhiasordered thatr  LJt ST (2 OKIl y3IBA BYRS I m Y. RS
converted intoa representation and forwarded to the Union government for an appropriate decision.
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The Courtsaidy . KF N» & YR LYRAIFI FINB 020K ylIYSa 3IA0SYy Ay
the/ 2y adA.GdziA2yé

2 Kl GQa 0KS AaadzsSkK
A petition was filed whichsai! L Y RA T Q A& | yIYS 2F FT2NBAIYy 2NAIAAY
GSNY WLYRAOI Qo

The petition seeks an amendmentAgticle 1 of the Constitutiong KA OK al & a dratysRalber G |
L'yA2Yy 2F {GFrGSa¢o
Li 61yia WLYRAIQ (2 0 Sstorisiariilensdffhs cobimid tv getiokeSthel NJIi A (
colonial past and instil a sense of pride in our nationality.

And it will alsojustify the hard foughtfreedom by our freedom fighters.

How constituent assembly dealt with this?

The constituent assembly debatédtticle 1 of the then draft constitutiorprepared under thehairmanship of
BR AmbedkKar.

It was a heated debate that saw sharp exchanges amonm#mbers on November 18, 1949ust eight days
before the Constitution was adopted by "We, the people".

HV Kamathobjected to the Ambedkar committee's draft that had two namésdia and Bharat.

1 Heproposedamendments to Article Jputting Bharat or alterratively Hind as the primary naméor
the country andoronouncing India only as the name in the English language.

Seth Govind Dasaid, "India, that is, Bharat" are not beautiful words for the name of a country. We should
have put the word$Bharat known adndia also in foreign countries."

1 Das cited the Vedathe Mahabharat, couple of Puranas and the writings of Chinese traveller Hiuen
Tsango say thatBharatwas the original name of the country, hence India should not be put as the
primary name in the aostitution postindependence.

1 He also invoked Mahatma Gandhi saying tiet country fought the battle of freedom raising the
slogan of "Bharat Mata Ki Jagisserting that Bharat could be the only plausible name for the country.

Among others who supportebhdia being named only as Bharat includ@d Rao from Andhra Pradesh.

MA Ayyangar of Madras provincgroposednames oBharat, Bharat Varsha and Hindustan as substitutes for
India in Article 1.

At the end, when Rajendra Prasad put the amendments to vote, aliféltle 1 remained intact as "India,

that is Bharat". However, the debate has continued.

What the constitution says?

As perArticle 1 in the Constitutionthe territory of India shaltonsist of:The territories of the states, The
Union territoriesand Any territory that may be acquired.

Thenames of the States and the Unions have been described in the First Schethieschedule aldueld
that there were four Categories of State andrritories - Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D.

In the seventh amendment of the Constitution in 19%6e distinction between the Part A and Part B states
was abolished. Subsequently states were reorganized on linguistic basis.

InstaLinks
PrelimsLink:
1. Whatis Article 1?
2. What is the union of states?
3. Territory of India includes?
4. Who can change the name of states and what is the procedure to be followed?
5. Amendments to article 1 to 3?
Mains Link:
Write a note on schedule 1 of the Indian Constitution.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=GCK7FLJV9.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.
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3. 10" Schedule of the Constitution

Why in News?

The Suprem€ourt has asked the Goa Assembly Speaker to respond to a plea filed by the opposition Congr
party to decide orthe disqualification proceedingagainst 10 legislators who joined the ruling BJP in July last
year.

2 Kl GQa 0KS AaadzsSkK
1 InJuly last year 10 M\s, purportedly claiming to form a twhird of Indian National Congress (INC),
decided to merge the said legislature party with the BJP and accordingly addressed a communicatio
that effect to the Speaker.
f Based on the communication, the SpeakertgoR 1 S 2 F (KS alFff S3ISR YSNH
the Goa Legislative Assembly, and allotted the 10 seats in the Assembly along with the members of
. Wt ¢ o
However, petitioners contended that the legislators in question have incurred disquiifiaanderArticle
191(2) of the Constitution, read with para 2 of the Tenth Schedule (defectiany are liable to be
disqualified as members of the Legislative Assembly.

What is the antidefection law?
TheTenth Schedulevas inserted in the Constitutioin 1985 bythe 52nd Amendment Act.
1. Itlays dowrthe process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the
Presiding Officer of a legislatureased on a petition by any other member of the House.
2. The decision on guestion as to disqualification on ground of defection is refertbe Chairman or
the Speaker of such House, and his decision is final.
The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.

Disqualification
If a member of a house belonging to a political party:
1. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his politipatty, or
2. Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if
the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting
abstention, the member shall not lsqualified.
3. If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election.
4. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature.

Exceptions under the law:
Legislators may change their party without thekrif disqualification in certain circumstances.
1 The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at leastinvds of its
legislators are in favour of the merger.
1 Insuch a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, mooties who stay with the original
party will face disqualification.

Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review:
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This conditig
wasd 0 NHzO] R2¢y o0& (GKS {dzLINBYS / 2dzNI Ay MppHI (KSN
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial interventi
until the Presiding Officer gives his order.

Advantages of antidefection law:

1. Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance.
Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him.
Promotes party discipline.
Facilitates merger gfolitical parties without attracting the provisions of Awlefection
Expected to reduce corruption at the political level.
Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another.

oA wWN
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Various Recommendations to overcome the cleaiges posed by the law:
1. Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforni3isqualification should be limited to following
cases:
A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party
A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the parkyp in a motion of vote of confidence or
motion of noconfidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in danger.

2. Law Commission (170th Report):
Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.
Prepoll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under-dafection.
Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger.

3. Election Commission:
Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should laelenby the President/ Governor on the binding advice of the
Election Commission.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Names of various committees and commissions with regard to Anti Defection law.

2. Committees vs Commissions.

3. Decision of presiding officer Jsidicial review.

4. Merger vs Split of political parties.

5. Is antt defection law applicable to the presiding officer?

6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts.
Mains Link:
Examine the provisions of Antlefection law. Has this law largely failed to méstobjective? Discuss.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/seissuesnotice-to-goaassemblyspeakeron-mla-disqualification
proceedings/article31846875.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

4. Reservation is not a fundamental right says Supreme Court
2Kl GQa GKS /2yGSEGK
TheSupreme Courthas said thateservation of seats to certain communities was noFandamenal Right.

2 K6 Qa (KS AaadzsSk

The Court said this while refusing to act on a petition filed by all political parties from Tamil Nadu who sough
50%O0BC reservation in the alhdia NEEBeats surrendered by states.

All political parties from Tamil Naduefil a writ petition undefArticle 32 of the Constitution

They accused the Centre of violatitgK S G NA IKiG 2F (GKS LIS2LX S 2 Foydot YA f
implementing the 50% quota for Backward Classes and Most Backward ClassesAibinda Quota seats in
medical and dental science courses.

Key observations made by the Court:
WSASNBIGA2Y A& y20 ArtidadZdHdn& elapplied NA IKGEd | SyOSs
Therefore,not giving thequota benefitscannotbe construed as &iolation of any @nstitutional right.

t SGAGA2YSNRAQ | NHdzySyday

Norrimplementation of such reservations in the state amounted to violatioRwfdamental Rights of its
residents.

This is because, the Director General of Health Services is not following any of the fdkoveing provide
reservations:
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1. The Tamil Nadu Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of Seats
Educational Institutions and of Appointments or Posts in the Services under the State) Act, 1993 to
provide 50%eservation for OBC candidates in All India Quota in undergraduate as well as
postgraduate medical courses in Tamil Nadu.

2. 27% reservation for OBC candidates in All India Quota in undergraduate as well as postgraduate
medical courses to other States.

CourQda @GSNRAOG 2y wSaSNBIGA2Yy Ay LINRBY2{GA2YyAaY
In February 2020, the Supreme Court ruled that themisundamental right to claim reservation in public
jobsand no court can order a state government to provide for reservation to SC/STs.

Additional information:
Constitutional Provisions regarding Reservations:

1. Articles15(4)and 16(4)state that the equality provisions do not prevent the government from making
special provisions in matters of admission to educational institutions or jobs in favour of backward
classes, particularly the Scheduled CagBSsand the Scheduled TribéSTs).

2. Article 16(4A)allows reservations t&Cand STsn promotions, as long as the government believes
that they are not adequately represented in government services.

3. Inthe Indra Sawhneycase of 1992the Supreme Court fixed the upper limit fibre
combinedreservation quotashouldnot exceed 50% of seats.

4. In 2019the 103rd Constitution Amendment Act was passed empowering both Centre and the states
to provide 10% reservationd the EWS category of socieily government jobs and educational
institutions.

Writ jurisdiction:

TheSupreme Courtinder Article 32and theHigh courtsunder Article 2260f the Constitution can issube
writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, ¢ierari and quowarranto to check and enforce
fundamental rights .

TheParliamentunder Article 32can alscempower any other court to issue these writslowever, no such
provision has been made so far.

The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the em@ment of fundamental rightsvhereas aHigh court can
issue writs for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights and also for an ordinary legal right.

InstalLinks
1. Whatis NEET?
Constitutional provisions wrt to Reservations.
Overview of articles 32, 226, 145 and 16.
What are writs?
Difference in powers of SC and HC wrt writ jurisdictions.
Indra Sawhney case verdict.
When can Article 32 be suspended?
8. Who can empower any other court to issue writs?
Mains Link:
Reservation is not a fundamental rigBtiscuss in the light of recent verdict of the Supreme Court.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamitnadu/right-to-reservationis-not-fundamentatright-observes
judge-astn-partieswithdraw-pleafor-obc-quota-in-medicalcourses/article31807732.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

NoOahkwd
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Topics: Separation of p owers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. PM CARES Fund Not A 'Public Authority' Under RTI Act
Context Stating thatPM CARES FUNDBSot a 'public authoity' underSection 2(h) of theRight to

Information Act,2005,the Prime Minister's Office(PMO) has refused to divulge information sought in an
application filed under the RTI Act.

What is 'public authority' under RTI?
As perSection 2(h) ofhe RTI Act"public authority" is meanany authority or body or institution of sek
government established or constituted

1. by or under the Constitution;

2. by any other law made by Parliament;

3. by any other law made b$tate Legislature;

4. Dby notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government.
The definition of 'public authority' alsacludesbodies owned, controlled or substantially financed by the
governmentand non-governmental organizations substantialfijnanced, directly or indirectly by funds
provided by the appropriate Government.

Implications of this move:
1 Fora trust which is created and run by 4 cabinet ministenstheir exofficio capacitiesgenying the
status of 'public authority' is a bidplow to transparency and not to mention our democratic values.
1 The name, composition of the trust, control, usage of emblem, government domain name everything
signifies that it is a public authority. By simply ruling that it's not a public authority amgirtethe
application of RTI Adhe Government has constructed walls of secrecy around it.

What is PM CARES fund?

The PM CARES Fund weeated on 28 March 2020with the primary objective of dealing with any kind of
emergency or distress situatiolikeé posed by the COWI® pandemic".

ltisk G LJzof AO OKIFNRGIOES GNHzZAGE @

Who administers the fund?
Prime Minister is the erfficio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, Minister of Home
Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of Iralie exofficio Trustees of the Fund.

Why it should be monitored?
Reports suggest that PM CARES has alnemeéyved contributions in excess of Rs. 10,000 croteamassed a
staggering Rs. 6,500 crores in its very first week with donations from largerate houses and celebrities.

2 KIGQa 3 2s@Gunpn?S y (i ¥

¢CKS FNBdzYSyd F3aFAyad O2y¥FSNNARY 3seenasto belthat & is a fiink Based ( |
on voluntary contributions of individuals and organisations, and as fegiond the fulfledged scrutiny of the
CAG.

Need of the hour:

The very purpose of having a separate public account of India uUhdiete 266(2) as againsthe Consolidated
Fund of India [Article 266(1)] and the Contingency Fund of India (Article 26y, cover receipts that do not
fall in either of these two funds.

{AYAT I NI & aAyOS ta /! w9{ O2yF2N¥a G2 o6SAy3a I al
manifestly at the behest of the government of Indédlpwing the CAG to audit will be a step in the direction
of transparency and instil public confidence in the Fund.

What the Constitution of India says?

www.insightsonindia.com 28 InsightslAS

Jdzo


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/about-pm-cares-fund/
https://onlinerti.com/about-rti

UnderArticle 266(2) of the Constitutiol @& LJdzof AO Y2y Seéa NBOSAGSR o6& 2N
which is noton account of revenue from taxes, duties, repayment of loans and the like should be credited to
the Public Account of India.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Articles 266 vs 267.

2. What is a public account?

3. Who administers PM CARES fund?

4. Whichorganisations are exempted from the ambit of RTI act?

5. What is Consolidated fund of India?
Mains Link:
Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought within the ambit of RTI act?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirugm-caresis-not-a-publicauthority-underrti-act
pmo/article3171214.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

2258t KAQa RSOA&aA2y G2 fAYAOG KSIf K

Context Delhi Lt Governor Anil Baijal has isstied orders that struck down key announcements made by
the Delhi governmenin the past week. These include:

1. To reserve beds in privatend Delhi government hospitals for residents of Delhi.

2. To limit the scope of Cowit®9 testing.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSkK
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has announced to restrict C@vip G NBF G YSy i Ay 5SSt KA G
those run by the government of N@mly to those with proof of residence in the city.

Besidesthe Director General of Health Services Delhi (DGH&Y, ruled out testing of asymptomatic contacts
of confirmed patients.

Why LieutenantGovernor of Delhi overruled this decision?

1. RighttoHed 0 KQ A& |y Ay idS3INIFt LI NaftheConstitutidn INile hdalth |
care is far from being universal in India, positively denying that to someone on the grounds of
residency is insensitive and irresponsible.

2. TheNCT is functiondy contiguous with Gurugram in Haryana and NOIDA in Uttar Pradesh.
Thousands cross these borders for work and other needs including health care. People contribute ta
tax revenues in three different jurisdictior&nd hence there cannot be restrictions.

3. Inhissecond order,theRX LI2AYiGAYy3d 2dzi aRSOAFGAZ2YE FTNRY 3
Research (ICMR), directdte Delhi government to test asymptomatic direct and higtsk contacts of
confirmed cases as wellt is because deviation im¢ ICMR guidelines can resulimadequate
contact tracing of affected individuals and can result in further spread of CG130n NCT of Delhi.

2Kl G KFa 088y (KS 320SNYyYSy(Qa | NBdYSyd FyR (GKS
Situation in Delhi is already worsening. 5.5 lakh C&¥IBases are expected by Jalyd for which 80,000 beds
could be needed.

Powers of Lt. Governor to issue such orders:

He is empowered to issue such orders in his capacithasperson of the DelhDisaster Management
Authority (DDMA).

These powers have been conferred un@ection 18(3) read with Section 18(2)(d) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.

2KIG oFa GKS LINRPoOofSY gAGK 5SSt KA D2@SNYYSyidQa 2NF
If this order was implemented, it would haardiely had two effects:
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1. It would havedenied healthcare to scores of patients from other states who come to Delhi for
specialised treatmenthat is unavailable to them in their hometowns.

2. It would have led talenial of medical care to even those living ambrking in Delhil & (G KS @
have identity proofs of residency in Delhi.

¢
N

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. SDMAcomposition, functions and powers.
2. Lt Governor of Delhi Vs Governors of statdifference in powers and their appointment.
3. DDMA chairperson anghowers to overrule government orders.
4. NCR consists of?
5. Who appoints the Chief Minister of Delhi?
Mains Link:
Can treatment In hospitals of a particular state be reserved for only the residents of that state? Discuss the
issues involved.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/DelhiAg-overrulesdelhigovt-order-to-restrict-covid-19-
treatment/article31782995.ece
Sairces: the Hindu.

3. Krishna and Godavari water utilisation

Context The Union government is going to take stock of water utilisation fronKtighna and Godavari rivers
following Telangana and Andhra Pradesh filing complaints against each other.

In this regard, the Union Ministry of Jal Sakthi has asked the Chairpersitresiaishna and Godavari River
Management Board$o procure the details of the irrigation projects in Maharashtra and Karnataka, too, and
submit them to the Centre in a month.

Need for:
The main objective of the exercise appears to be to asshsther surplus water will be available for the new
projects in the light of the disputes.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSkK

The two StatesAP ans Telanganahare stretches of the Krishna and @edavari and own their tributaries.
They have embarked on several new projects without getting clearance from the river boards, the Central
Water Commission and the apex council comprising the Union Water Resources Minister and the Chief
Ministers, as manated bythe Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014.

But, Telangana government last year filed a complaint against AP government for taking up projects across
Krishna river.

The Krishna:

It isan eastflowing river.

Originatesat Mahabaleshwar in Maharh#gra andmergeswith the Bay of Bengal, flowing through
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

Tributaries Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, Warna, Dindi, Musi and
Dudhganga.

Godavari River:

Rises fronTrimbakeshvar near Nasik in Maharashtra and flows for a length of about 1465 km before
outfalling into the Bay of Bengal.

Basin The Godavari basin extends over states of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha i
addition to smaller parts in Madhya Pegh, Karnataka and Union territory of Puducherry.

Tributaries Pravara, Purna, Manjra, Penganga, Wardha, Wainganga, Pranhita (combined flow of Waingang
Penganga, Wardha), Indravati, Maner and the Sabiri.
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InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Tributaries of Krishna.

2. Tributaries of Godavari.

3. East vs West flowing rivers of India.

4. Interstate river water disputeskey provisions.
5. Krishna and Godavari River Management Boduatshation, functions and orders.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centreto-take-stockof-krishnaand-godavariwater-
utilisation/article31790230.e&
Sources: the Hindu.

4. Rule of Law index

Why in News?

A petition was filed in the Supreme Court asking the Court to direct the government to setup expert panels t
02240 LYRALIRRudINBGIbI&OGa AY

What has the petitioner demanded?

Adirection to the government to constitute expert committees to examiine best practices of the countries
ranked among top 20 in Rule of Law Ind@e20F y R | OO2 NRAy 3t & G+ 1S adsSLa
of India.

And why these demands haveeen made?
On March 11the World Justice Projecainnouncedhe Rule of Law Inde&nd ranked India in the 69th
position.
1 India has never been ranked even among top 50 in the Indmx, successive governments did nothing
to improve international ranking dhdia
T ¢KS yIiA2y Q& Ntogfitms godr pérfgrmainde $ eighysecfoispnstraints on
government powers, absence of corruption, open government, fundamental rights, public order and
security, regulatory enforcement and civil and criminalijys O S ¢ ®
1 Besidespoor rule of law has a devastating effect on right to life, liberty, economic justice, fraternity,
individual dignity and national integration.
1 It also offendsrightsguaranteed undeArticles 14 and 21.

What has the Court said?

This wasnot an "appropriate case" for the courand a representation to this effect can be made to the
government for taking action.

This petition may be treated as representation by the responsifartsuch appropriate actions as may be
found appropriate, which @y be decided within a period of six months

Top Performers Bottom Performers
Global Global
Contryiurisdiction  GCore'  Change  Change Hone  Change Comtrywissiction e’ oo enane G903 Chane
2= Denmark 0.90 0.00 0.0% 1 0 = Zimbabwe 039 001 -15% 119 1v
&= Norway 0.89 0.00 0.1% 2 0 Pakistan 0.39 000  -07% 120 1v
== Finland 0.87 0.00 -0.1% 3 0 == Bolivia 0.38 0.00 0.3% 121 0
2= Sweden 0.86 0.00 0.2% 4 0 EE Afghanistan 0.36 0.02 4.3% 122 3a
= Metherlands 0.84 0.00 -0.5% 5 0 B Mauritania 0.36 0.01 4.0% 123 1a
== Germany 0.84 0.00 0.1% 6 0 B Cameroon 036 002 -44% 124 2w
&l New Zealand 0.83 0.00 0.3% 7 1a = Egypt 0.36 0.00 0.1% 125 2w
— Austria 0.82 -0.01 -0.6% 8 1w = Congo, Dem. Rep. 0.34 0.01 2.6% 126 0
I+1 Canada 0.81 0.00  -0.2% 9 0 I Cambodia 0.33 0.00 0.7% 127 0
= Cstonia 0.81 0.00 0.0% 10 0 mm Venezuela, RB 0.27 0.0 -2.6% 128 0

Additional information:
What is Rule of Law index?
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Released bthe World JusticeProject an independent organisation

It is a quantitative assessment toalesigned to offer a detailed armbmprehensive picture of the extent to
which countries adhere to the rule of law in practice.

The indexcovers 128 countries.

How are countries ranked?

LG YSFadaNBa O2dzy i NR SGa@s eNiitAackors2 T £ I g LISNF2NX I yOS
(1) Constraints on Government Powe(2) Absence of Corruption, (3) Open Government, (4) Fundamental
Rights, (5) Order and Security, (6) Regulatory Enforcement, (7) Civil Justice, and (8) Criminal Justice.

How is rule of law defined?
The World Justice Project defines the rule of laweaysasone in which the following four universal principles
are upheld:
1. The government and its officials and agents are accountable under the law.
2. The laws are clear, publicized, stable and fair, and protect fundamental rights, including the security
persons and property.
3. The process by which the laws are enacted, administered, and enforced is accessible, efficient, and
4. Justice is delivered by competent, ethical, and independent representatives and neutrals who are of
sufficient number, have adequatesources and reflect the makeup of the communities they serve.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Who releases the Rule of Law index?
2. Factors on which countries are ranked?
3. Top 10 and bottom 10 as per the 2020 report.
4, LYRAI Qa LISNF2NXNIpe®dS (GKAA &SIENJIFYyR LI ai
5. What is a petition?
6. Article 32.
Mains Link:
Write a note on the rule of law index. Discuss how India can perform better in this.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/decideon-plea-on-rule-of-law-indexin-6-months-supremecourt-
tells-government/article31863917.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. What is a Review Petition?

Context
The Supreme Court has refusedréwview its 2018 judgment which decriminalised adultery.

What had the Court ruled then?
The original judgment was ayConstitutionBenchled by then chief justice Dipak Misra who found that
Section 497 (adultery2 ¥ G KS LYRALFY tSylt [/ 2RS OFlyy2id a02YYl
other for the fear of penal punishment.

1 Two individuals may part if one cheats, but to attecriminality to infidelity is going too far

1 The court had reasoned that there was no data whatsoever to support claims that abolition of adultef

Fa I ONRYS g2dzZ R NBadA# G Ay aOKF2a&a Ay &SEdz

Why Court struck down S¢ion 4977

Section 497 perpetuatesubordinate status of womengenies dignity, sexual autonomy, and is based on
gender stereotypes. Section 497 based on women as chattel, seeks to control sexuality of woman, hits the
autonomy and dignity of woman.

It also violates rights guaranteed und&rticles 14 and 21.

Past Supreme Court judgements on adultery:
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The adultery law had come up in court thrice in the pasnh 1954, in 1985, and in 1988.
1. In 1954, the SC rejected that Section 497 violated the tmktuality.
2.LY mMopypZ Al aFAR GKIG 62YSY RARYyQl ySSR G2 o
complaints.
3.LY MpyyI GKS {dzZLINBYS /2dzNI alAR GKFdG GKS I Rdz

What is a review petition and when can it bided?
UnderArticle 137,the Supreme Court hdke power to review any of its judgments or orders.

Scope for review:

When a review takes place, the law is tlitas allowed not to take fresh stock of the case ltorrect grave
errors that have resukd in the miscarriage of justice.

The court hashe power to review itsrulingd 2 O2 NNBOG | a LI Sy G SNNRNE |
AyO2yaSljdsSyaGAltf AYLRNIE®

In a 1975 rulingjustice Krishnalygi F AR I NB@ASg OFy 0S5 | OG&élalpsédt ¢ 2
YA&Glr1S 2N fA1S INIFSPS SNNBNI KFa ONBLII Ay SIENIAS

In a 2013 ruling, the Supreme Court has laid dothiree grounds for seeking a review of a verdict it has
delivered:
1. The discovery of new and important matter or @ence which, after the exercise of due diligence, was
not within the knowledge of the petitioner or could not be produced by him.
2. Mistake or error apparent on the face of the record.
3. Any other sufficient reason. It meaageason that is analogous to théher two grounds.
In2013Union of India v. Sandur Manganese & Iron Ores Ltd) c#se court laid dowmine principles on
when a review is maintainable.

Who can file a review petition?

As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rojepeson aggrieved by a ruling can seek a
review.However, the court exercisds discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds
for seeking the review.

Time- period within which a review petition should be filed?
As perl996 ruledramed by the Supreme Court:
1. A review petitiormust be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or ord&hilea judgment is
the final decision in a case, an order is an interim ruling that is subject to its final verdict.
2. In certain circumstances, the @ can condone a delay in filing the review petitibithe petitioner can
establish strong reasons that justify the delay.

The procedure to be followed:
1. The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be entertained without arglments by

flg@8SNED® LG A& KSFENR GUKNRdAZAK OANDdzZ I GA2YyEé 0P

2. Review petitions are also heard, as far as practicable, by the same combination of judges who delive
the order or judgment that is sought to be reviewed.
3. If a judgehas retired or is unavailable, a replacement is made keeping in mind the seniority of judges
4. In exceptional cases, the court allows an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the Supreme Court held
that review petitions in all death penalty cases will be heardgan court by a Bench of three judges.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Review vs Curative petition.
Procedure to be followed.
Who can file?
Time- period within which a review petition should be filed?
What is Section 497 of IPC?
What is Article 1377?
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Mains Link:

What is a review petition? What is the procedure to be followed? Discuss.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/serefusesto-review-decriminalisationof-
adultery/article31938636.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures 1 structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

1. Disqualification shadow on 7 gand MLAs

Context Gauhati High Court has directed Nagaland Assembly Speaker Sharingain Longkumer to conclude the

disqualification proceedings against seven lawmakers of the Oppositlor@ I t S2 LJ S andl pa€sNER v (i

appropriate orders within six weeks from June 2.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSkK

On April 24, 2019, thBIPF filed disqualification petitions3 F A yad Ad&a aS@Sy adzaLISy
defying its collective decision to support the Congress candidate in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

NPF claimed the seven MLAs hadfulli}f given up their party membership, thereby attracting provisions under
the 10th Schedule (artdefection law) of the Constitution.

¢tKSasS a[!ay K2SOSNE &alAR a GKS bt CRRIRSPAAARIKS
of regionald Y ¢h&y said they had backed tlether candidate. Th&PF had not contested the polls.

What is the antidefection law?
TheTenth Schedulevas inserted in the Constitution in 1985 the 52nd Amendment Act.
3. It lays dowrthe process by which legislators aiy be disqualified on grounds of defection by the
Presiding Officer of a legislaturieased on a petition by any other member of the House.
4. The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or
the Speaker ofuch House, and his decision is final.
The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.

Disqualification
If a member of a house belonging to a political party:
5. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or
6. Votes, or does not votm the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if
the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified.
7. If an independent aadidate joins a political party after the election.
8. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature.

Exceptions under the law:
Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in cerit@imnestances.
1 The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at leastinvds of its
legislators are in favour of the merger.
1 In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the origin
party will face disqualification.

Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review:
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This conditig
was struck down by the Supreme2 dzZNIi Ay wmMdpHE GKSNBoeée Fff2gAy3a | L
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial interventi
until the Presiding Officer gives his order.

Advantages of antdefection law:
7. Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance.
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8. Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him.

9. Promotes party discipline.

10. Facilitates merger of political parties without attrawgi the provisions of Antiefection

11. Expected to reduce corruption at the political level.

12. Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another.

Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law:
4. Dinesh Gewami Committee on electoral reform®isqualification should be limited to following
cases:
A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party
A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote ofieocg or
motion of naconfidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in danger.

5. Law Commission (170th Report):
Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.
Prepoll electoral fronts shoulddvtreated as political parties under asutéefection.
Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger.

6. Election Commission:
Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Goverther lmnding advice of the
Election Commission.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

7. Names of various committees and commissions with regard to Anti Defection law.

8. Committees vs Commissions.

9. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial review.

10. Merger vs Split gbolitical parties.

11. Is antt defection law applicable to the presiding officer?

12. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts.
Mains Link:
Examine the provisions of Antlefection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/aftermanipurdisqualificationshadowon-7-
nagalandmlas/article3174616.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

2. What is Finance Commission Grants & Otliansfers?

Context TheFinance Ministryhasreleased Rs 695.08crorerevenue deficit granto 14 statesas the third
equated monthly instalmento enhance their resources during Coxiifl crisis

The government on May 11, 20R@dreleased Rs 6,195.08 crore to 14 states as the second equated monthly|
instalment ofthe Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grant as recommended by the 15th Finance Commission

This would provide them additional resources during the Corona crisis

The 15thFinance Commission used the following criteria while determining the share of states:
(@ 45% for the income distance
(i) 15% for the population in 2011
(iii) 15% for the area
(iv) 10% for feest and ecology
(v) 12.5% for demographic performance, and
(vi) 2.5% for tax effort.
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For 202621, the Commission has recommended a total devolution of Rs 8,55,176 crore to the states, which
41% of the divisible pool of taxes. This is 1% lower thapéneentage recommended by the 14fmnance
Commission.

What are the various grants recommended by the 15tmance Commission?
The Terms of Reference of the Finance Commission require it to recommend-igraiddo the States.

These grants include) fievenue deficit grants, (ii) grants to local bodies, and (iii) disaster management grants.

What is the Finance Commission?

The Finance Commissiorcianstituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitutianainly to give

its recommendations o distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the States and amongst the Stat
themselves.

¢ts2 RAAUGAYOGADBS FSI (dzNB a reti®ssiigkh® vertieaMnybalandes Beyvéeea thes 2 |
taxation powers and expenditure responsibilitiestoé centre and the States respectively and equalization of
all public services across the States.

It is the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to:

1. the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds adavhich are to be, or may
be, divided between them and the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such
proceeds;

2. the principles which should govern the graimsaid of the revenues of the States out of the
Consolidated Fund of India;

3. the measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the resources of
Panchayats and Municipalities in the State on the basis of the recommendations made by the Finan
Commission of the State;

4. any other matter referred to the @nmission by the President in the interests of sound finance.

Composition
As per the provisions containedtime Finance Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The
Finance Commission (Salaries & Allowances) Rules, th@5Chairman of the @nmission is selected from
among persons who have had experience in public affairs, and the four other members are selected from
among persons who:

9 are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a High Court; or

1 have special knowledge tife finances and accounts of Government; or

1 have had wide experience in financial matters and in administration; or

1 have special knowledge of economics.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. FCcomposition.
2. Functions of FC.
3. Appointment of members andonstitution of FC.
4. Types of FC grants.
5. Formula used by 5finance commission.
Mains Link:

S

the
ce

Give an account of the composition and functions of the Finance Commission as mentioned in the Constitution

of India.
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Salient features of the Representation oft S 2 LXctS Q &

1. Secrecy of ballot
Why in News?
Supreme Court has delivered its judgmentSecrecy of Ballot.
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1 The judgment came oan appeal against the Allahabad High Court decissatting aside the voting of
a no-confiderce motion in a zila panchayat in Uttar Pradesh in 2018.

1 The High Court had found thabme of the panchayat members had violated the rule of secrecy of
ballot. It relied on CCTV footage to conclude that they had either displayed the ballot papers oirby th
conduct revealed the manner in which they had voted.

What has the Supreme Court said on Secrecy of Ballot?
1 Secrecy of ballot is the cornerstone of free and fair electiomie choice of a voter should be free and
the secret ballot system in a democrasysures it.

9 Itis the policy of lavio protect the right of voters to secrecy of the ballot.

1 Even a remote or distinct possibility that a voter can be forced to disclose for whom she has voted
would act asa positive constraint and a check on the freeddim exercise of franchise.

1 The principle o§ecrecy of ballots is an important postulate of constitutional democracy.

1 However,a voter can also voluntarily waive the privilege of natisclosure.No one can prevent a

voter from doing. Nor can a complaint batertained from any, including the person who wants to
1SS 6KS @2GSNNa Y2dzik aSFrftSR Fa (2 sKe aks$s

What the RPA says?
Section 94 of the Representation of People Agtholds the privilege of the voter to maintain confidentiality
about her choice of vote.

What next?
The apex court ordered a-#te of the motion within the next two months. It ordered the Allahabad District
Judge or his nominee to act as the presidifficer. The vote should be conducted by the secret ballot system.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. What is Section 94 of RPA?

2. What is a writ petition?

3. What is first past the post system?

4. Constitutional provisions related to panchayat elections in India.

5. Appeals against High Court judgments.
Mains Link:
What is Secrecy of Ballot? Why Supreme Court has termed it as the cornerstone of free and fair elections?
Discuss.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/secrecyf-ballot-is-the-cornerstoneof-free-and-fair-elections
sayssupremecourt/article31883015.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. 23 additional MFP items included in MSP list

Context Ministry of Tribal Affairshas announced inclusion 88 additional Minor ForesProduce (MFP) items
in Minimum Support Price (MSP) list.
They includevan Tulsi seeds, Van Jeera, Mushroom, Black Rice and Johar Rice among others.

Significance
This enhances the coverage from 50 to 73 items. This comes in view of the-CIpéizlemic so that much
needed support could be provided to the tribal MFP gatherers.

What is this scheme all about?
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The Union Cabinet, in 2013, approve€entrally Sponsored Scheme for marketing of Aeationalized / non
monopolized Minor Forest ProducMFP) and development of a value chain fiEP _through Minimum
Support Price (MSP).

This was a measure towardscial safety for MFP gatherergho are primarily members ohe Scheduled
Tribes (STs) most of them in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) areas.

Objectivesof the scheme:
1 Ensure that the tribal population gets a remunerative price for the produce they collect from the fores
and provide alternative employment avenues to the
f 9aiGlofAaK | aeaidsSy (2 SyadaNB FlFAN Y2y SGlF NE NJ

processing, storage, packaging, transportation etc, while ensuring sustainability of the resource basg.

1 Getthem a share of revenue from the salesqaeds with costs deducted.

Implementation:

1. Theresponsibility of purchasing MFP on MSP will be with State designated agencies.

2. To ascertain market priceervices of market correspondents would be availed by the designated
agenciegarticularly for major markets trading in MFP.

3. The scheme supporfimary value addition as well as provides for supply chain infrastructlike
cold storage, warehouses etc.

4. TheMinistry of Tribal Affairs will be the nodal Ministryor implementation anl monitoring of the
schemeThe Minimum Support Price would be determined by the Ministry with technical help of
TRIFED.

What is MFP?
Section 2(i) othe Forest Rights Adalefines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as altimiber forest produce of

—

- U»
[N
P

plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leayes,

medicinal plants etc.
The definition ofd YA y 2 NJ ¥F2 NB 4 ( baMuboRadd@éhe, thargbpdhalming the categorization of
6l Yo22 yR OFLyS &4 GGNBS&E dzyRSNJ (GKS LYyRALFY C2NE

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. Who decides about Products to be covered under MFP?
2. How many products areurrently covered under MFP?
3. Permission for collection of MFPs inside National Parks and other protected areas?
4. Centrally sponsored vs Central Sector schemes.
5. Who decides on MSP?
Mains Link:
Recognition of tribal rights over neimber forest products (NT#s) would accelerate empowerment of the
poor and marginalised. Comment.
Sources: pib.

2. One NatiorOne Ration Card scheme

Context Three more States included in One Nation One Card scheduisha, Sikkim and Mizoram
The facility so far is enabled in $fates/UTs

About the scheme:

One Nation One Ration Card (R@)l ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across the
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice.

Benefits no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgramueuthe food security scheme when

they shift from one place to another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one
ration card to avail benefits from different states.

SignificanceThis will provide freedom to the beneficiariesthsy will not be tied to any one PDS shop and
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.
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Standard format of 'one nation, one ration card'
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after taking into accourfbtheat used by different
states.
9 For national portability, the state governments have been asked to issue the ration darlihigual
format, wherein besides the local langauge, the other language could be Hindi or English.
1 The states have also been tdatihavea 10digit standard ration card numbemnyvherein first two digits
will be state code and the next two digits will be running ration card numbers.
1 Besides thisa set of another two digitsvill be appended with ration card number to create unique
member IDs for each member of the household in a ration card.

Challenges

Proneto corruption9 3SNE &Gl GS Kra AdGa 26y NHz Sa F2NJt dzof A
wkidAz2y /T FTNRQ Aa AYLX SYSYGSRZ Al oAttt FdzZNIKSNJ 027
The scheme wilhcrease the woes of the common mamd, the middlemen and corrupt PDS shop owners
will exploit them.

Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, saying it wesldt in undesirable consequences and is
against federalism.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis PDS?
2. What is NFSARIigibility? Benefits?
3. How are fair price shops established?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration Card scheme.
Sources: pib.

3. Electronics incentive schemes launched

Context The government hdaunchedthree incentive schemewith G2 G € 2dzit I & 2T |
boost largescale manufacturing of electronics in the country.

The schemes are:

1. Production Linked Incentive
Targetedat mobile phone manufacturing and specified electronic components
Thegovernment initially plag toincentivise 10 firms five global and five local.
ThisSchemeshall extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on incremental sales (over base year) of goods
manufactured in India and covered under the target segmeritseligible companiedpr a period offive
years subsequent to the base year.

2. Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components and Semiconductors (SPECS)
It shall providdinancial incentive of 25% on capital expenditure for the identified list of electronic godds,
electronic components, semiconductor/ display fabrication units, Assembly, Test, Marking and Packaging
(ATMP) units, specialized sabsemblies and capital goods for manufacture of aforesaid goods.

3. Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EN®) Scheme
It shall provide support for creation of world class infrastructure along with common facilities and amenities,
including Ready Built Factory (RBF) sheds / Plug and Play facilities for attracting major global electronics
manufacturers, along ith their supply chains.

Significance

With the three new schemes, the government aim&td y dzF I O dzNBE St SOGNR Yy A Oa 4
generating employment for about 10 lakh people in the next five years.
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Potential:

Indiahasbeen able to achievé Y2 RS a i adz00Saa¢ Ay .IliaSs@idigedathea YI y
second largest mobile manufacturer of the world.

IN2014mp = GKS @FftdzS 2F Y20Af S&a LINPRdAzZOSR 41 a My Zdd
crore in value and 30 cre in terms of units in 201&9.

Conclusion
This is a step towards sebliant India. A selfeliant India is not an India of isolation. It is not an inward looking
India. It is one which enhances its capacity and develops an ecosystem as an assglabaheconomy.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/electroniegcentiveschemedaunched/article31733734.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

4. Amendments to the Essential Commodities Act

Context Cabinethasapproved histori@mendment to the Essential Commaodities Act.

Under the propsed amendmentsessentials likeereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and
potatoeshave been excluded from the Essential Commodities.Act

Benefits
1 This will remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatory interference ifbtlsiess
operations.

1 The freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead to harnessing of economies of
scale and attract private sector/foreign direct investment into agriculture sector.
1 It will help drive up investment in cold storages anddernization of food supply chain.

What is Essential Commodities Act?

Enacted in1955

Used by the Governmertb regulate the production, supply and distributioof a whole host of commodities
Al RSOf I N érdetté&raaiieShém availabie to consumers at fair prices.

The list of items under the Adhcludedrugs, fertilisers, petroleum and petroleum practs.

The Centre can include new commoditias and when the need arisemd take them off the lisbnce the
situation improves.

Under the Actthe government can also fix the maximum retail price (MRP) of any packaged product that it
RSOf I NBa iy O2Fa2RAiR ¢ ¢

How it works?

1. If the Centre finds that a certain commodity is in short supply and its price is spiking, it can notify sto
holding limits on it for a specified period.

2. The States act on this natification to specify limits and take stepssare that these are adhered to.

3. Anybody trading or dealing in a commodity, be it wholesalers, retailers or even importers are
prevented from stockpiling it beyond a certain quantity.

4. A State can, however, choose not to impose any restrictions. Butibdoes, traders have to
immediately sell into the market any stocks held beyond the mandated quantity.

But, why the recent Economic Survey said that this act is outdated and must go?

Case study:

In September 20191 KS / Sy G4 NB Ay @2 | SdRs taiifigdse Stock limits@rii dRidrsftedINEGE A a
rains wiped out a quarter of the kharif crop and led to a sustained spike in prices.

9 Although the restrictions on both retail and wholesale traders were meant to prevent hoarding and
enhance supply in the miet, the Survey showed that there was actually an increase in price volatility
and a widening wedge between wholesale and retail prices.

1 This is due to the fact th&CA act fails to differentiate between hoarding and Storage.
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9 Thus in the long termthe Act disincentivises development of storage infrastructurthereby leading
to increased volatility in prices following production/ consumption shackke opposite of what it is
intended for.
The report finds thathe ECA has been enacted in the year 1985¢en the economy was ravaged by famine
and food shortages¢ KS A2 @SNY YSy i aK2dAZ R y20S (KIFId (G2RIe&Qa

Why is it important?
1 The ECA gives consumers protection against irrational spikes in prices of eseemtiidities.
1 The Government has invoked the Act umpteen times to ensure adequate supplies.
9 It cracks down on hoarders and blaglarketeers of such commodities.
9 State agencies conduct raids to get everyone to toe the line and the errant are punished.

Conclusion
Without the ECA the common man would be at the mercy of opportunistic traders and shopkeepers. It
empowers the government to control prices directly too.

InstalLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Items included under the Act.
2. Powers to include and remove corodities from the list.
3.La AG YIYyRIFIG2NE F2NJ GKS adardiSa G2 F2ttz2¢ OSy
4. When and who releases the Economic Survey?
5. Can the govt fix MRP of a product under this act?
Mains:
Discuss the significance of Essential Commodities Act. Why the resmerdric Survey said that this act is
outdated and must go? Discuss.
Sources: pib.

5. Law against mob lynching

Context A panNortheast legal group has soughtaw to deal specifically with mob lynching.
This follows the killing of two people in Assam withiweek in May.

How arethese casesandled?

There is "no separate" definition for such incidents under the existing l#€hing incidents can be dealt with
under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.

Section 302rovides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for life and
shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable,bailabke and horcompoundable offence.

What is meant by Lynching?

Any act or series acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof,

whether spontaneous or plannedhy a mobon the grounds ofeligion, race, caste, sex, placebirth,
language, dietary practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds.

SC guidelines:

1. Thereshalbel & a SLJ N¥ (S 2 T an8ydrkcoumisthit ofdidafildawarg Aaximum
sentence upon conviin of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob violence.

2. The state governments will have to designatsenior police officer in each distri¢or taking
measures to prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching.

3. The state governments eel toidentify districts, subdivisions and villageswhere instances of
lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past.

4. Thenodal officersshall bring to the notice of the DGP about any irdestrict coordination issues for
devising a stitegy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues.

5. Everypolice officer shall ensure to disperse the malbat has a tendency to cause violence in the
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise.
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6. Central and the state governments sHaibadcast on radio, ¢levision and other media platforms
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence.

7. Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken pldhe,jurisdictional police station shall
immediatelylodge an FIR.

8. The State Governments shall preparé/nching/mob violence victim compensation schenrethe
light of the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC within one month from the date of this judgment

9. If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be
consideredan act of deliberate negligence.

Need of the hour:

Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lywebirgjse demands for
special legislation to deal with these crimes. But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murdéve and
existing provisions under IPC and CrPC are sufficient to deal with such cribmegled with the guidelines

laid downint 2 2 Y I & I f weQue suffitiety Equipped to deal with mob lynching. However, what we lack
isdue enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the enforcement agencies.

Attempts by various states in this regard:

Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical and
relevant clauses.

Rajasthangovernment passed a bill against lynching in August 2019

West Bengatoo came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching.

What the Centre can do?

1. While adopting the guidelineshe Centre would do well to incorporate sections in the law for penal
action against doctors who stand accused of dereliction of duty, delay in attending to victims of
lynching, or submitting falseeports without carrying out a proper and thorough medical examination
of the victims, either under coercion by the police or due to their own prejudice against the communi
or religion of the victims.

2. Under the compensation scheme for the victimtte amount to be paid to the victims should be
recovered from the perpetrators of the crime or collective fines be imposed on the villagers where th
lynching takes place.

3. While framing the laws, the Centre could eyaovide for punitive action against politial leaders
found guilty of inciting mobs.

4. Punitive action to be taken against police officeascused of dereliction of duty, as incorporated in
the law enacted by Manipur government, could be replicated in the Central law too as it would deter
police offtials acting in a partisan manner in favour of the lynch mob.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. States which have passed laws against mob lynching.

2.2KFEG Aa t22yltegltl Qa OF aSKkK

3. What are the provisions available against mob lynching under IPC?
Mains Link:
Mob Lynchiig has become a recurring phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence targeting religiou
and caste minorities. Explain the causative factors and suggest ways to address it.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/groupseekslaw-againstmob-lynchingin-
assam/article31752558.ece#
Sources: the Hindu.

6. Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules of 2020
Context Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules of 20@fified by theMinistry of Civil Aviation.
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These rules seek tegulate the production, import, trade, ownership and operation of unmanned aircraft
systems or dronesThey also create a framework faretir use by businesses.

Overview.

Who can sell drones®nly authorised entities.

Who can own or operateEntities authorised by the Director General of Civil Aviation.

Permitsfor flying these also have to be sought online and a log has to be shared after the flight.
Applicability: The norms apply to all existing drones as well.

Exception Nanadrones weighing 250 grams or less can be operated without a drone pilot license.

Insurance No unmanned aircraft (UA) system shall be operated in India unless there is in existence a valid third

party insurance policy to cover the liability that may arise on account of a mishap.

Rule number36and38y G KS aAyAaild NeutmdannBdNalrctafi shall Garniiay payfoadiiunigse
ALISOATASR 6@ (GKS 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNIf 2F 5D/ ! & bSAlGH
RNRLILISR 2NJ LINP2SOGSR FNRY | !'1{ 6dzy Yl Yy SR iédAh NONJ
Eligibility: For owning and using a drone, one has to be at least 18 years old. In the case of companies, the
requirement is that their main place of business has to be in India and the chairman and at least two thirds ¢
directors have to be Indiaritizens. Also, businesses operating drones have to be substantially owned and

effectively controlled by Indian nationals.

Need for these rules:

Drones have wide use in commercial, safety, law and order, disaster management and surveillance operatic
which cuts down manpower requirement and costs. The government is also keen to encourage domestic
production of drones.

Besides, the rules come at a time the coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the role technology can play in
reducing human interface and dss

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Which drones do not require permission?

2. Who can own and operate?

3. Who can give permits?

4. What are rules 36 and 38?

5. ls third party insurance necessary?
Mains Link:
Discuss the need for and significance of rules on drones.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/draftrules-prohibit-use-of-dronesfor-
delivery/article31760839.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

7. Tablghi activity now a specific visa violation

Context UnionHome Ministry has included indulging in Tablighi activities as a specific visa violation under
the new amendments.

Overview of the amendments:
It has addech new category a NS a G NROGA2Y 2y SyIih@RYIGAFY $NIof A DK
NEflGAy3 G2 LYRALY @Aral o¢
The guidelines provide details 24 categories of visas and the various conditions under which they could be
granted online or by nmsions abroad.
The $500 fine is also for other violatiorssich as overstay of more than two years, visiting protected areas ano
cases involving both overstay and visa violations.
As per the amended guidelines:

1. Foreign nationals granted any type of visa @krseas Citizens of India (OCI) cardholders shall not be

permitted to engage themselves in Tabligh work.
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2. There will be no restriction in visiting religious places and attending normal religious activities like
attending religious discourses.

3. However, praching religious ideologies, making speeches in religious places, distribution of audio or
visual display/pamphlets pertaining to religious ideologies, spreading conversion, etc. will not be
allowed.

2 Kl GQa 0KS AaadzsSkK

Home Ministry is the nodal agency thaives permission to any foreigner to participate in any international
event.

The MHA had blacklisted 960 foreigners who participated in the Tablighi Jamaat event in March at Nizamugd
markaz (centre) in Delhi in March 2020.

Aforeigner who is blacklistd cannot get a visa from any of the missions to come to India.

What is Tablighi Jamaat?
Founded by a Deobandi Isamic scholar at Mewat, Uttar Pradesh, in 1926, the Tablighi Jamaat (Society of
t NBF OKSNEUO FT20dzaasSa 2y WYLIdGMAITEOApumes.G0 KS adzat AY Tl

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. What is Tablighi Jamaat?

2. Different types of visas issued in India?

3. Issuing authority?

4. Nodal agency in India to give permission to any foreigner to participate in any international event.
Mains Link:
Write anote on tablighi jamaat.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tablighiactivity-a-specifievisaviolation-says
mha/article31749582.ece
Sources: the Hind

8. Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) issue

Context The Supreme Couhiassaid itwasy (1 2 G I £ £ & A forlthd DNapdrtenentiod f S &

¢St SO2YYdzyAOF GA2ya 052¢0 (2 aYAadzaSé I cadaRBd Sy
gross revenue (AGR) fronuplic sector undertakings.

The Court haalso questioned the viability @ K S 32 OGS N& SISHWII @82 NX¥dz | Q F2NJ &
repay their AGRdue8 2 G KS {GdzyS 27 MmdénH fI 1K ONERNSB

What has the Court said?
The Courpointed outits October 2019 jugmentwhichwas completehsilent with regard to public sector
undertakings.

What has the government said?
The governmentold the Courtthat it would file an affidavit explaininas to why the AGR demands were
raised against the PSUs.

Background

Last year, the Supreme Court uphéhe definition ofAdjusted Gross Revenue (AGEjculationas stipulated
by the Department of Telecommunications.

The order by the top court means that tihelecom companies will have to immediately clear gending AGR
dues, which amount to nearly Rs 1.47 lakh crore.
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What is AGR? .
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGRhésusage and licensing Missed
fee that telecom operators are charged by the Department of Call
Telecommunlpatloqs (DoTy.isdivided into spectrum usage 2005:Govt's | 2015 Telecom Disputes
charges and licensing feegegged between & percent and 8 definitionof | Settlement and Appellate

i Adjusted Gross | Tribunal rules that the
percent respectlvely. Revenue (AGR) | companies' definition is right

calculation :

, . P < o 4 oA~ . , Oct. 24, 2019: SC sets aside

26 Aa AG OFfOdAg FGSR FyR ¢ K| dalengedby | nalsiudgment
firms. Govt. says

i saying govt,'s definition is
As per DoTthe charges are calculated based on all revenues AGRincludes * | b6 e elecom ims

earned by a telcg including nortelecom related sources such :}:};&Vfg;‘;mes to pay 1.47 lakh crore

as deposit interests and asset sal€slcos, on their part, insist arquethatit | Feb.14,2020: SC threatens

that AGR should comprise only the revenues generated from |  incudesonly | telecom firms with contempt
revenue from proceedings, slams officials

telecom services. core services for failing to enforce ruling

The SC on Friday warned telecom Y
firms of contempt proceedings if ¢, [’ 3
they delay paying dues. A timeline:

y K

Challenges for telecom sector:
The AGR issue has triggered panic in the banking industry, given thatebem sector is highly leveraged.
Vodafone Idea alone has a debt of Rs 2.2 lakh crore that it has used to expand infrastructure and fund
spectrum payments over the years. The mutual fund industry has an exposure of around Rs 4,000 crore to
Vodafone Idea.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis AGR? How is it calculated?
2.2 KIG sl a {/ Qa OGSNRAOG 2y (KAaK
3. Composition of TRAI?
4. How spectrum allocation is done in India?
Mains Link:
Discuss the challenges facing Indian telecom sector today. What shouBbtlernment of India do to save the
telecom sector?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/spulls-up-telecomdept-for-order-
misuse/article31807000.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

9. Supplying washed coal

Context

The government had recently amend#éa Environment Protection Acto dropthe mandatory washing of
coal supplied to thermal power plants.

This notification undidhe governmerii Q& H n which atdR&NIashing mandatory for supply to all
thermal units more than 500 km from the minas part of its climatehange commitments.

2 KIdQa GUKS AaadsSK

Few experts had opposed this move. They said, the notification woelz/ R2 S KJ i S8WA G SR LINR 3

made so far in reducing pollution load at cehbsed power stations.
| 26SOSNE (KS F20SNYYSyd RSTSYRSR AGa Y208 I yR KI
pnn 1YZ YR K2g R2S4 A0 0802YS RANIE I FOGSNI pnn |

What was the rationale behind the mandatory washing requirement?

CNBEY WIydd NBE Hamn 2y 6l NRasZ GKS 9YBANRYYSyld aAyhdi

distance that unwashed coal would travel, keeping in view that ultimately all coalspettve of distance
from supplying mines, will have to be washed and comply with less than 34 per cent ash limit.
 ThiswasdoneinlinewithKS O2dzy i NE Q& a0l yR Aghot®@feducdcial OK I
consumption and rather focus on emission control.
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Washing coaincreases the efficiency and quality of the dry fuel.
In theory, aprocess like coal washingas supposed to be good for everyotigermal power plants
would have fewer operational problems due to poor coal quality.

9 Thecombustion of washed coal would be better from an emissions and local air pollution
perspective,andthe unnecessary transport darge amounts of ash and necombustible material
would be minimized.

This was ultimately aimed at the protection of the environment.

= =

Why the present government decided to do away with this?
f Agreeing thatoal washing does not help reduce emissiotise p2 4 SNJ YAYA &G NE KI &
NE2SOia FTNRY 61 aKSNE FAYR GKSANI ¢l & Ayidz2z GKS
It saidwashing of coal is unable to meet its intended objectived & A G YSNBf & 20!
around coal mineswlAilK 2 G KSNBA &S 62dzZ R KI @S 06SSy RA&GNA
1 It has also pointed out thahe process of coal washing is cumbersome and costlglso leads to
reduction in the calorific value of the coal as well.

Way ahead:

The power ministry has instdaatted forpollution control technologies at power generation units.
9 Under the guidelines of the Central Pollution Control Board, plants with close to 50 gigawatt of therm

power capacity need to install emission control systems.

It would also be benefialto use raw coal instead of washed coal.

With the use of supercritical technology in power plants, technological improvement to arrest

emissions, unwashed coal can be used efficiently and economically using washed coal which makes

power generation coser.

T
1

India’s domestic coal consumption, production, and production targets (FY2005-20) Ci—_ﬁ\'
million metric tons
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consumption

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/energyand-environment/prakaskHavadekasjairam-rameshsparover-
notification-on-coal/article31835636.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

10. Sec 309 IPC

Context
India has the highest suicide rate in the SodHast Asian regiorgccording to the World Health Organization
report released last year.
T LYRAI Q& & d4%6.63uikids pei- 1008000Ap&0plé.
9 India also hadhe third-highest female suicide rate (14.m) the world.
Suicide was decriminaliseih India in 2017, buSection 309 of the Indian Penal Code still stays.

Who can be booked uter Section 309 IPC? What punishment does it carry?

Anyone who survives an attempted suicid=n be booked under Section 309 IPC, which dealsawithi (G S Y LJi

G2 O2YYAlU &adza OARS¢ o
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The lawprought in by the British in the 19th centuryeflected the thinking bthe time, when killing or
attempting to kill oneself wasonsidered a crime against the state, as well as against religion.

Was it repealed?

No. The section continues to remain in the IPC.

What has happened though, is thahe Mental Healthcare Act (MHX}, 2017 which came into force in July
2018, has significantieduced the scope for the use of Section 309 P@nd madethe attempt to commit
suicide punishable only as an exception.

1. Section 115(1) of The MHCA sagisb 2 (1 6 A (4 K& (G I y RA y dn skcyfod 808 &f thdind@@ vy |

Penal Code any person who attempts to commit suicide shall be presumed, unless proved otherwise
02 KIS aS@OSNBE aiNBaa FyR akKlftt y2G oS GNASR

Role and responsibility of the government:
Sectim115(2a l ¢a GKFG G¢KS | LIINBLINALFGS D2OSNYYSyid &Kl f
rehabilitation to a person, having severe stress and who attempted to commit suicide, to reduce the risk of
NBOdZNNBY OS 2F GdGSYLIWI G2 O2YYAG &adzi OARS ®¢

Concernsand issues associated with this section:

1. Use of this Section can potentially deprive a victim of treatment in the golden hour, as hospitals wait
for a geahead from police in what would be seenlas & Y SRSAIG2f Ol aS¢ @

2. ltis possible that unscrupulous hpital authorities maymisuse this situation and charge extra to
G Kdza K dzLJby ndt KiSrmifg-thee Solice; similar extortion is possible on the part of corrupt
police personnel as well.

3. All of this is in addition tthe trauma and harassmenthat an dready severely distressed individual
and people around him/her would likely be going through.

Arguments in favour of Section 309: why it should be retained?
There are occasions when people show up at government offices and threaten to kill themselves if their
demands are not met. It is in these cases, where police suspedhthaerson does not intend to commit
suicide but is using the threat as a way to waifly pressure or blackmail the systendnd during such
instances this section need to be used.

If 309 is repealedthere will be no
provision to take action against STATES’ TAKE ON DECRIMINALIZING SUICIDE

those who intend to create trouble According to Section 309 of the IPC, “whoever attempts to commit suicide and does any act
f th- rt towards commission of such offence, shall be punished for a term which may extend to
o) IS SOrt. one year or with fine, or both™

BIHAR | State wants SIKKIM |

Need of the hour: oy mmer: mw:‘zte
Section 309PC can be redefined in should be a separate for the state
. . legislation for person overnment
such a manner where it can still be|  ciftering from e
H disease, for suicide suicide
leveraged in law and order ot who i - " i helng
i i i their attempt to blow MADHYA PRADESH | Deleting section 309 will dilute| attempted
SItU&tIOI’]S, and not be used agamSt themselves up and section 306 (abetment to suicide). The state’s view is by a person
those who are Suffermg from other terrorists who that various anti-social elements threaten the govt in pursuanct
. 4 consume cyanide with by sitting on fast-unto-death or self-immolation. If ofa
genuine mental health issues. the intention of wiping | section is deleted, there would be no provision for professed
out evidence. police to book these persons public cause

Observations made by the

Supreme Court and Law Commissions:

Ly WDAGH {YildiNS 2 Fa Gonktyfufidn Bedch ofihey uprEme Court upheld the constitutional
validity of Section 309.

In 1971, the Law Commission its42nd Reportrecommendedhe repeal of Section 309 IPC. The IPC
(Amendment) Bill, 1978was even passl by Rajya Sabha, but before it could be passed by Lok Sabha,
Parliament was dissolved, and the Bill lapsed.

In 2008 the Law Commission in its 210th Reposgid that an attempt to suicide needed medical and
psychiatric care, and not punishment.

InMarch2011, the Supreme Coutbo recommended to Parliament that it shoutdnsider the feasibility of
deleting the section.
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Quote:

SociologisEmile Durkheirmhad famously hypothesised thdta dzA OA RS&a | NB | NX adz
emotional factorso dzi a2 OAlf FI Ol02NR | a 6SftftQo

InstaLinks

Prelims Link:

1. Who can be booked under Section 309 of IPC?
2. Key provisions of the Mental Healthcare Act (MHCA), 2017.
3. Law Commissiortonstitution and composition.
4. Section 1150f MHCA.
Mains Link:
Inrecentyears, sA RS OF 4Sa KI @S NBOSAGSR FEFNXYAYy3 OGSyl

health burden. Critically analyse the high suicide death rate in the country and how India is responding to th|s

challenge?

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/se80%-ipc-questionsand-issuesaround-an-archaiesectionrof-
the-law-6468338/.

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

1. PM Svanidhi
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the scheme.

Context TheMinistry of Housing and Urban AffainsaslaunchedPM Svanidhi, or Pradhan Mantri Street
+SYR2NRa ! 0YFbANDKFNI bARKA aOKSYS

The scheme waannounced by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 14 Mayenable street vendors to
resume their livéhoods, which have been hit hard due to the national lockdown.

TheMinistry of Housing and Urban Affaidsassigned MoU wittEmall Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBIjn order to engage SIDBl@ask S L YLX SYSy (I GA2y | 3S y@NirbiaaNNMhit a
(PM SVANiIdhi) a Special MicreCredit Facility for Street Vendors.

Role of SIDBI:

SIDBI will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions thrarglit Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE).

It will develop and maintain a customized and integrated IT Platform providing ¢oeend solutionsto

ensure engagement and information flow between Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), Lending Institutions, Digital
Payment Aggregators and other stakeholders.

Overview.
1. ltisa special micraredit facility plan to provide affordable loanofuptomn Znnn (2 Y2 NF
street vendors, who had thebusinesses operational on or before 24 March.
2. The the scheme igalid until March 2022.
3. Small Industries Development Bank of Ind&the technical partner for implementation of this
scheme.
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4. It will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions thro@rledit Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small Enterprises

Loans under the scheme: ...".n......,..u.... “4SiC)

1 Under the scheme, vendors can avalil
Striving for AtmaNirbhar Bharat

working capial loan of upto mn Z n 4 :
Launch of

Wh'Ch IS fepa}(a*?'e in monthly A PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi
instalments within one year. 3 R (PM SVANidhi)

1 On timely/early repayment of the loan,

. . N Z A 3
an interest subsidy of 7% per annum y

will be credited to the bank accounts o + Scheme incentivises digital receipts/ payments using
means like UPI, QR-codes of payment aggregators,
beneficiaries through Direct Benefit RuPay debit cards etc. through monthly cash back. Itwill |
i A alsoimprove credit scores
Transfer (DBT) ogsixmonths basis. « Payment aggregators like NPCI, PayTM etc. will on-
1 There will be no penalty on early
repayment of loan.

board vendors as merchants and provide QR-code for
receiving payments; and

« Monthly cashback is ¥50 on 50 eligible transactions
(of 25 or more), another ¥25 on 100 and further 25 on
200 ormore inamonth

Eligibility:
The scheme is applicable to vendors, hawkers, thelewalas, rehriwalas, theliphadwalas in different
areas/contexts who supply goods and services. Street vendors belongimg sarrounding perurban/rural
areas are also included.

Need for:
The lockdown has affected the lives and livelihoods of many especially daily wagers including street vendor,
whosebusinesses were affected due to the restrictions.

1 Street vendorsisually work with a small capital base taken on very high interest rates from informal

sources. Further, they might have consumed their savings and high cost capital during the lockdown,.

Theefore, there is an urgent need to provide affordable credit for working capital through formal banking
channel to street vendors to help them resume the business
InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Validity of the scheme.

2. Who implements?

3. Eligibility under the schme?

4. Rate of interest?

5. What is SIDBI?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of PM SVANIDHI scheme.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=G6N7FFH1U.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

2.1 RSOt FINBR FT2NBAIYSNIFYR FT2NBA3TY
Context Siddeque Alhas becomehe lastdeclared foreignerto be released from the only detention centre in
Barak Valleyn Assamnas the beneficiary of a Supreme Court order.

What has the Court said?

In April this year, amid the coronavirus pandemic, upreme Couthaddirectedthe release of those
detainees who were declared foreigners and have been lodged in the detention centres of Assam for two
years or more.

The Court had alsowered the persmal bond amount from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5,000.

So far,339 DFs have been released from the detention centsaxe April 13

Who is a declared foreigner?
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A declared foreigner, or DFlis LISNBR2Y YINJ SR o0& Fyeé 2F GKS foenn C
allegedly failing to prove their citizenship afierkK S { G 0 S LJ2 f matk$Shidior herZadlan Slegal & A
immigrant.

Why such measures are necessary?

1 There are a total of 802 declared foreigners in various detention centres of Assam.

1 Some peoplare declared foreignersn account of poor documentation or poor legal assistance and
lack of resourcesTheyhave not been able to prove they are Indian citizens
Some are either too poor to pursue their cases in higher courts or haveaegals turned down.
29 declared foreigners have died in detention due to various ailments since 2016, with ten of them
having died between March 1, 2019 and February 20 this year.
As human beings, they also have at least the basic human right to liveoatal die of COVIR9 in the
precincts of a prison, which has despicable living conditions.

1
T

What is a Foreigners tribunal?

In 1964, the govt brought ithe Foreigners (Tribunals) Order.

Composition Advocates not below the age 8% years ohgewith at least 7 years of practice (or) Retired
Judicial Officers from thAssam Judicial Servifmr) Retired IAS of ACS Officers (not below the rank of
Secretary/Addl. Secretary) having experieircquasijudicial works.

Who can setup these tribunal?

TheMinistry of Home Affairs (MHAhas amendedhe Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 196hd
hasempowereddistrict magistratesin all States and Union Territorie® set up tribunals(quastjudicial
bodies)to decide whether a person staying illegallyndia is a foreigner or not.

Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre.

Typicallythe tribunals there have seen two kinds of casd¢lose concerning persons against whom a
reference has been made by the border polickani K2 8S ¢K2aS yIlYSa Ay (KS
GR2dz00Fdzf ¢ YINJ SR 3FIAyald GKSY®

Who can approach?
The amended order (Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019)esgmwersindividuals to approach the
Tribunals.Earlier, only the State administration add move the Tribunal against a suspect.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. lllegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) (IMDT) Act vs Foreigners Tribunal (Order) 1964.
Burden of proof under this order.
Powers to approach the tribunal and kind of cases to be @eciy the tribunal.
Composition of the tribunal.
Tribunals vs Courts.
NPR vs NRC.
Geographical location of Assam and other NE states.
Refugee vs illegal Migrants.
9. Fundamental Rights available for Foreigners and other constitutional provisions wrt torfesseig
10. Human Rights vs Fundamental Rights.
Mains Link:
Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegataitirens in the country. Why was the Foreigners
(Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/lasteligibleforeignerfreed-from-
detention/article31808572.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

ONOORWDN
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3. Universal Basioncome

Context National Human Rights Commission (NHR&3 informedhe United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRGC)hat the recommended implementation @f universal basicincomé | & & dzy RSNJ SEI YA
FOGADBS O2yAARSNI GA2y¢é 2F (GKS / SyiNBo

Why itsneeded now?
9 In order to deal witithe Covid19 pandemicthe governments across the world have imposed
measures likéockdown and social distancing.
1 However, these measures have causetlateral damage to almost every sector of the econonsyp,
much so thathe International Monetary Funcheldthe current economic crisis could be the worst
ever since the Great depression 1929.
 Withl f Y2&ad dmr> 2F LYRAFIQa 62N F2NOS Ay (GKS AyT
security, micro-level circumstances imdlia are worse than anywhere else.
Therefore, regular payments throuddniversal Basic Income (URBJan ensure the sustenance of the workers
engaged in the informal sector, at least till the economy normalises.

What is Universal Basic Income?

It is a progamme forproviding all citizens of a country or other geographic area/state with a given sum of
money, regardless of their income, resources or employment status.

The main idea behind UBItsprevent or reduce poverty and increase equality among citisehhe essential
principle behind Universal basic income is the idea #ilatitizens are entitled to a livable income,
ANNBALISOGAGS 2F GKS OANDdzraldlyoOoSa GKS@QNB 02Ny A

UBI has the following important components:
1. universality(all citizens included)
2. unconditionality(no prior condition)
3. Periodic (Payments at periodic regular intervals)
4. Payments in casfnot food vouchers or service coupons)

Benefits of Universal Basic Income (UBI):
1. Provide secured income to individuals.
2. Reduce poverty and incomeequalityin society.
3. Increase the purchasing powef every poor which will further increase aggregate demand.
4. Easy to implement because no identification of the beneficiary is involved.
5. Reduce the wastage of government money because its implementatioery simple.

Supporters of the idea:

TheEconomic Survey of India 204& has advocated the concept of Universal Basic Income (UBH) as
alternative to the various social welfare schemes in an effort to reduce poverty.

Other Supporters of the UBI progmme includeEconomics Nobel Laureates Peter Diamond and Christopher
Pissaridesand tech leaders Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk.

Challenges in Implementing Universal Basic Income in India:

High cost involved in implementingBI is a major factor contribimg towards lack of political will in working
towards the universal basic income in India.

It would reduce the motivation for workand might encourage people to live off assured cash transfers and it i
simply unaffordable.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Compaments of UBI.
2. Supporters.
Mains Link:
Examine the arguments in favour and against introduction of universal basic income in India.
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Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gowviactivelyconsideringuniversaibasicincomenhrctells-
un/article31805107.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

4. Concerns over suspension of PCPNDT rules

Why in News?

The Supreme Court has asked the government to explain its decistuspend crucial rules of a
parliamentary law against prenatal sex determination and sex selectidil June end, amid the COVID
national lockdown. However, the Court has refused tib gn hold the notification.

What has happened?
On April 4 a notification was issued hilge Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfarghich put on hold
the implementation of certain rules tfie PreConception and Préatal Diagnostic Techniques (Prdiition
of SexSelection Rules) of 1996 till June 30, 2020.
¢CKS I2@SNYYSyiuQa y20AFTAOFIGAZ2Y &adzaALISYRA NHzA Sa y =
9 This move was widebyiticised for its future consequences and possibility of spike in-selective
abortions n the country.
1 Inthe absence of the rules, many fear that it coldldd to undocumented misuse by clinic owners as
well as parents.

Clause 9:

The suspension @lause 9(8js of particular concern.

TheRRulereadst wdzf S oy 0Y 9 @S NIntrePGeyesicildbdratory? Geyeliclinic, UitrasoundS
Clinic and Imaging Centre shall send a complete report in respect of @bpoeption or pregnancy related
procedures/techniques/tests conducted by them in respect of each month by 5th day of theifalononth

G2 0KS O2yOSNYSR ! LINRBLINRALFGS ! dzZi K2NR G @& oé

Concern Since the medical facilities come under essential services and thus are exempted from the lockdovi
if the clinic is open and conducting tests it should be ehaynd to keep a register of sucksts and

suspension of the rule could lead to illegal procedures.

About PCPNDT Act:

It wasenacted in response to the decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in
1991.

The main purpose of enacting the actashban the useof sex selection techniques before or after conception
and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective abortion.

Offencesunder this act includeconducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the
unregigered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the o
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipme
capable of detecting sex of the foetus.

The Act mandates compulsory registration afl diagnostic laboratories, all genetic counselling centres,
genetic laboratories, genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics.

Amendments
1. The act was amended in 2003 to improve the regulation of the technologyinsex selection.

Nt

2. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound technique

within the ambit of the act.
3. The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level supervisory board w
constituted.

Why strict implementation of this law is necessary?

The number of girls missing at birth due to the practice of gender biased sex selection in India has been
estimated at 0.46 million girls per year for the period 2d@1(which is 5.52 mitin girl children, missing at
birth for the 12year period).
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The PreConception and Prblatal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act and the Rules thereunder, are aimed at
remedying this social evil.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. What is banned under PCPNDT Act.
2. What changes were introduced through the 2003 Amendments.
3. Implementation of the act.
4. Offences under the act.
5. Clause 8 and 9 under the act are related to?
Mains Link:
Discuss the features and significance of PC&PNDT Act.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/whyare-crucialsexdeterminationrulesput-on-hold-till -june-end-
scasksgovt/article3183441%ce
Sources: the Hindu.

5. Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances
(ADIP) scheme

Why in News?

First ever distribution of assistive aids & devices to divyangjan through virtual platform AbderSchemef
M/O Social Justee& Empowerment in Firozpur, Punjab.

This is the first camp being organized by gldMCQunder DEPwD after opening of lockdown with the
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) approved by the Government of India.

About the ADIP Schemdéhe Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP)
scheme:

Being implemented bthe Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

Objective to assist the needy disabled persons in procuring durable, sophisticatestamdifically
manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances that can promote their physical, social and psychologjcal
rehabilitation, by reducing the effects of disabilities and enhance their economic potential.
Implementation: The scheme is implemtad through implementing agencies such as NGOs, National
Institutes under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment and ALIMCO (a PSU that manufactures artific
limbs).

al

Eligibility:
A person satisfying all the following conditions are eligible:
1. Indian citizen of any age
2. Has 40% disability or more (must have the requisite certificate)
3. Monthly income, not more than Rs.20000.
4. In the case of dependents, income of parents/guardians should not exceed Rs.20000 per month.
5. Must not have received assistance ohg the last 3 years for the same purpose from any source.
However, for children below 12years of age, this limit would be one year.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis ALIMCO?
2. Who is implementing ADIP scheme?
3. Who is eligible?
4. How is this scheme differentdm Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana?
Mains Link:
Write a note on the Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) scheme
Sources: pib.
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6. Credit Guarantee Scheme for Sadinate Debt (CGSSD) launched

Context
The scheme was announced by the Finance Minister as ptre gftmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
Itisalsocalledas 5 A a i NBa aS&ulzaNRIyaE 1GdapRBold F2NJ a{agaéd

Overview.
9 Itis a scheme for the distress@&SME sector.
1 The scheme seeks to extend soppto the promoter(s) of the operational MSMEs which are stressed
and have become NPAs as on 3@tpril, 2020.
1 As per the Schemguarantee cover worth Rs. 20,000 crores will be provided to the promotsh®
can take debt from the banks to further inveasttheir stressed MSMESs as equity.
1 The scheme will beperationalised through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for MSEs (CGTMSE).

Implementation:

1. Promoter(s) of the MSMEs will be given credit equal to 15% of their stake (equity plus debt) or Rs. 7
lakh whicheer is lower.

2. Promoter(s) in turn will infuse this amount in the MSME unit as equity and thereby enhance the
liquidity and maintain the debéquity ratio.

3. 90% guarantee coverage for this sdébt will be given under the Scheme and 10% would come from
the mncerned promoters.

4. There will be a moratorium of 7 years on payment of principal whereas the maximum tenor for
repayment will be 10 years.

Significance

The scheme would provide muehquired support to around 2 lakh MSMEs and will help in reviving the
economic activity in and through this sector. It will also help in protecting the livelihoods and jobs of millions
people who depend on them.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Beneficiaries under the scheme.
2. About Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for MBEGTMSE).
3. Categorisation of MSMEs.
4. a{a9 a4KINB Ay LYRAIFIQ& D5t o
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of this scheme.
Sources: pib.

7. Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana

Context
Cabinet has approve2Pb Interest Subvention approved on prompt repayment of Shishu Laamger
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojarfar a period of 12 months.
1 The estimated cost of the Schenveould be approximately Rs. 1,542 crore which would be provided
by the Government of India.
1 This Scheme is for implementation of one of the measures relating to MSMEs, announcethender
Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Eligibility:

The scheme will be extended to loanghich meet the following criteriaoutstanding as on 31stMarch, 2020;
andnot in NonPerforming Asset (NPA) category, as per Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guidelinesiViancBi st
2020 andduring the period of operation of the Scheme.

The interest subvention would be payabfer the months in which the accounts are not in NPA category
including for the months that the account becomes a performing asset again, after turning NPA.
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Implementation strategy:
The Scheme will be implemented throutjie Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)l will be
in operation for 12 months.

Significance
1 The Scheme has been formulated as a specific response to an unprecedented situation and aims to
FftSOALGS FAYLFYOAILIE adNBaa F2NI o2NNRBSSNE | i
9 It will incentivize people who withake regular repayments of loans.

About the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme:
Launched irApril, 2015.¢ KS & OK S Y S Qaéirefigance S
collateralree loans given by the lenders to small borrowers.

SHISHU - Loans upto

1 Banks and MFIs can drasefinance urder the MUDRA Rs.50,000 (For tart-ups
Schemaeafter becoming membelending institutions of and First-time Entrepreneurs)
MUDRA.

1 Mudra Loans arewvailable for nonagricultural A KISHOR-Loansfrom
activitiesupto Rs. 10 lakh and activities allied to &8 g
agriculturesuch as Dairy, Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, arg o g oistngbusiness)

also covered.

f a dzR Nuniqua featuresncludea Mudra Cardvhich
permits access to Working Capital through ATMs and
Card Machines.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Coverage of MUDRA scheme.
2. Types of loans.
3. About SIDBI.
4. Features and Benefits under the scheme.
5. New schemes launder underrAa Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of PMUY.
Sources: pib.

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health, Education, Human Resources.

1. Congo declares new Eb@pgidemic

Context Democratic Republic of Condmsdeclared a new Ebola epidemic in the western citilbndaka

The announcement comes as a long, difficult and complex Ebola outbreak in dastagtratic Republic of

the Congds in its finaphase, while the country also battles COWiIth I YR (G KS 62 NI RQa f
outbreak.

Concerns
CKA& A& (GKS 5SY2ONJI filihOuthweSkiabEbdlaisiOce thefvirus Wes firdt disgaiete i
the country in 1976The city of Mbandaka anits surrounding area were the site of Democratic Republic of

iKS /2y320a ¢iK 962t 2dzioNBI 1= sKAOK (G221 LXI O$

What you need to know about Ebola?

Ebola virus disease (EVIQrmerly known asEbola haemorrhagic fevers a severe, ¢én fatal illness in
humans.

TransmissionThe virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population
through humanto-human transmission.

Theaverage EVD case fatality rate around 50%. Case fatality rates have varied f26f to 90% in past
outbreaks.
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Prevention Community engagement is key to
successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak
control relies on case management, surveillance and
contact tracing, a good laboratory service and social
mobilisation.

Treatmert: Early supportive care with rehydration,
symptomatic treatment improves survival. There is yet
no licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus bu
a range of blood, immunological and drug therapies ar
under development.

Vaccines

An experimental Edla vaccine, calledVSV
ZEBO\proved highly protective against EVD in a majot
trial in Guinea in 2015.

1 The rVSMEBOV vaccine is being used in the
ongoing 2018019 Ebola outbreak in DRC.
Pregnant and breastfeeding women should hay
access to the vaccinender the same conditions
as for the general population.

1
Eoola hemorrhegic fever
Hoola is a severe, often-fatal disease that affects pecple,
as well as monkeys, gorillas and chimpanzees.

Symptoms
1 Fever, headache, joint and muscle
pain, sore throat, weakness

2 Followed by diarrhea, vomiting
3 Rash, internal and external

Origins of the disease
M Infection with Ebola virus,
named after river in Congo,
where disease was first
recognized in 1976

bleeding
Confinmed human cases
Ebola virus Since 1976
*Person had
infecdﬁont
' but did no
How it spreads . becomeil
| Direct contact with blood, T
secretions of infected person | 1ireria* m

W Contact with contaminated l
objects, such as needles

M Contact with infected animal;
possibly eating contaminated meat

Treatment

B No standard treatment; sick
person isolated, given fluids, oxygen;
treatment for secondary infections

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Contrel and Prevention
Graphic: Pat Carr

© 2004 KRT

1 The public mistrust and militia attacks have
prevented health workers from reaching some
hard-hit areas for administering the vaccines.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. How is Ebola spread?
2. What arezoonotic diseases?

3. Differences between virus, bacteria and other pathogens.

4. Where is Congo?

Link:

5. Regions in Africa where Ebola outbreak was observed?

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?0rgld=G6N7FF43S.1&imageview=0

Sources: the Hindu.

2. 2021 QS World University rankings

Context 17th edition of the QSNorld University rankings has been released.

What is QS World University rankings?

It is an annual puldation of University rankings yuacquarelli Symonds (QS) british company specialising
in the analysis of higher education institutions around the world.
Previously it was called’imes Higher Educatiog QS world University rankingd.he name changesince

2010.

It is the only international ranking to have received the approvahtinational RankingExpert Group (IREG).

It rates the worlds top 1000 universities.

How areuniversities ranked?

To rank institutionsQSuses six indicators
1. Academic reptation.

Employer reputation

Facultystudent ratia

Citations per faculty.

International faculty ratio

International student ratio.

ok wN
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Top 20 institutions this year:

QS World University Rankings 2021: Global Top 20
2021 2020
1 1 Massachusetts Institute of Technology UusA
2 2 Stanford University usa
3 3 Harvard University UusA
4 5 California Institute of Technology usa
5 4 University of Oxford UK
& & ETH Zurich Switzerland
T T University of Cambridge UK
8 9 Imperial College London UK
9 10 University of Chicago usa
10 a8 University College London UK
11 1= Mational University of Singapore Singapore
12 13 Princeton University UusA
13 1= Manyang Technological University (MTU) Singapore
14 18= Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) Switzerland
15 16 Tsinghua University China (Mainland)
16 15 University of Pennsylvania usa
17 17 Yale University UusA
18 14 Cornell University usa
19 18= Columbia University UusA
20 20 University of Edinburgh UK
© QS Quacquarelli Symonds www. TopUniversities.com

Performance of Indian Institutions:

1. Top three from Indideatured in top 200and ther rankings Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay (172), followed closely by Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore (18H),eiti (193).
However, all three have dropped in their rankings compared to theyksast.

2. Intotal, 21 Indian higheeducationA y A G A (i dzi A 2y & KIF @S F2dzy R G KSANJI
(It was 24 last yearDf these 21, 14 have fallen in rank over the past 12 months, Wchilehave
improved their position.

3. Indian higher educatioimstitutionsperform strongly in research qualitygven though they fail to
increase their academic standing, teaching capacity, and levels of internationalisation at the same r&
as their global competitors.

Reasons for poor performance of Indian institons:

Indian institutions gokero score on ratio of international faculty and studentiidia also scored poorly on
faculty- student ratio.

This is becauskdia counts only fultime faculty, whereas American universities include e\@nD students
who areteaching or research assistants.

What should India do now?

The government has already formed a committeehomw we can improve the perception of the premier
Indian institutes abroad.

The government should now launaelhcampaign similar to incredible tha to change the perception.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Name the 6 indicators used to rank institutions.
2. In which parameter has India scored zero?
3. Total Indian institutions in top 200 and 10007
4. Comparison with 2020 rankings.
5. When wasdnstitutions of eminence scheme launched?
6. Top 10 institutions worldwide.
Mains Link:
Write a note on institutions of Eminence scheme.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/education/colleges/topits-and-iscslip-in-globatrankings/article31790423.ece
Sources: the Hindu.
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3. Does using UV ray mechanism on food items kill the coronavirus?

Context Many sweet shop owners across India have stangidg the UV light mechanism to disinfect food
items and killing the virus.

How is it being used?
UV radiations are normally used to kill microorganisms.
Particularly UV-C, also known as Ultraviolet gerigidal irradiation (UVGI)s a disinfection method that uses
shortwavelength ultraviolet light to kill or inactivate microorganismsillegtroying their nucleic acids and
disrupting their DNAJeaving them unable to perform vital cellular functions andosttheir replication.

1 UVGI is used in a variety of applications, such as food, air, and water disinfection.

1 Few research studies have found that UVC radiation is also effective in killing coronaviruses on varigus

surfaces, but efficiency is variable foffdrent kinds of surfaces depending on their texture.

What is UV radiation?
UV radiation is the portion of the Electro Magnetic spectrum betwegayX and visible light.

[- Radio ] [ Micrownuc] {Infrarcd] [ Wisible :| [Ultrauiolct] [ X-ra',l] [ Gamma Rcl',-]
10* 10f 1 1o 10 1o® 109 1070 o™F
WWavelength in centimeters

About the size of ...

Buildings Humans Homey Beo Pinhoad Protozoans holecules Mtoms Aromic Muclei

The most common form of UV radiation is sunlight, which produces three main tyhBg @ys:
1. UVA

2. UVB
3. uvC
Key features:

1 UVA rays have the longest wavelengttis|/lowed by UVB, and UVC rays which have the shortest
wavelengths.

1 WhileUVA and UVB rays are transmitted through the atmospheatt UVC and some UVB rays are
Foa2NDBSR o0& KS S8 mbdslioktted)V gaysFol Some ih GoSaddivith are UVA with af
small amount of UVB.

Sources: Indian Express.

4. NIRF Ranking 2020 released

What is NIRF?
National Institutional Ranking Framewo{NIRF) wastarted in 2015.
It is used foranking institutions of higher education in different categories and domains of knowledge.

Parameters used for ranking institutions:
1. Teaching, Learning and Resources.
2. Research and Professional Practices.
3. Gradudion Outcomes.
4. Outreach and Inclusivity.
5. Peer Perception.

Why is NIRF used?
1. It encourages institutes to compete against each other and simultaneously work towards their
growth.
2. Theserankingsaldod G NI OG F2NBA3IAYy addzRSydasz LINPGARAY3
for the growth of higher education in India.
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3. lItis also one of the criteria for private institutions assessmentHerinstitutions of Eminence (IoE)
Scheme.

What changesave been made in this edition?

This is thdifth consecutive editionof these rankings.

This yeat!' 5 S ycatégbrhas beeintroduced for the first timebringing the total tally to 10
categories/subject domains.

Why Indian institutions do not farewvell in International rankings like QS World university rankings?

In international rankingd, Y RA 'y AyadAlddziaAzya adN¥zZa3tS 2y GKS &
rankings.It is due tothe high weightage given to the perception which is a subjgetparameter.

Whereas, in NIRB0% of the parameters are completely objective and fdzised,while only 10% is based on
the subjective parameter of perception by academic peers and employers.

Performance of various institutions:
(Please go through thi®llowing image)

NIRF India Ranking 2020

Owverall Category Colleges Category
= IIT Madras, = Miranda House DU,
= |ISc Banglore, m LSR for Women DU,
= IIT Delhi = Hindu College DU
University Category Medical Discipline
= IISc Bangalore, = AIIMS, New Delhi,

m JNU New Delhi,

o B \Zatarnas m PGIMER Chandigarh,

m Christian Medical College,

Engineering Category Bangalore

= IIT Madras,

= IIT Delhi, Rsnar IS clpiime :

= IIT Bombay - Nat-lona‘I Law School of India
University, Bengaluru,

Management Category m NLU New Delhi,

= IIM Ahmedabad, = Nalsar University of Law,

= IIM Bangalore, Hyderabad

= | IM Calcutta

Architecture Discipline
m IT Kharagpur,

m IIT Roorkee,

Pharmacy Discipline
m Jamia Hamdard University,

= Punjab University, = NIT Calicut
= National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education Dental College
and Research Mohali m Maulana Azad Institute of

Dental Science,
m Manipal College of Dental
Science,

{ﬁ/ = Dr DY Patil Vidyapith Pune
4 any! Ly T N e ——

' N\ e
F'irigen b 2

.,__.'_."(‘-_nllt -An.fls- .;-nﬁi.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis NIRF?
2. Parameters used for ranking.
3. Top institutions in various categories.
4. Performance of various institutions this year vs last year.
5. What is Institutions of eminence scheme?
6. Institutions in Top 200 lisif QS World University Rankings.
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Institutions of Eminence scheme.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/education/iitmadrasbesthighereducationinstitution-in-the-country-
nirf/article31802335.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. Amoebiasis or amoebic dysentery

Context
A team of researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has developed new drug molecules aga
the protozoa that causeamoebiasis
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What is Amoebiasis or amoebic dysentery?

It isa parasitic infectionof the colon with the amoeb&ntamoeba histlytica.

According to WHCEntamoeba histolyticasthe third-leading cause of morbidity and mortalitdue to
parasitic disease in humans.

This protozoan ianaerobic or micreaerophilicin nature such that it cannot survive high concentrations of
oxygen.

However,during infection, it faces a high surge of oxygen inside the human bdthe organism synthesizes
large amounts o€ysteine to counter oxidative stress.

Life cycle of E. histolytica

Human ingests infective cyst
nnnnn inated food or water

- =

"/J Organism excysts in
intestine—asexual

reproduction n colon

=l 4

Infective cyst in =~
formed stool a X
& 3
[ -
- =

o /%f

To liver via
circulatory system

Entarnceta histolytica onty
erodes intestinal wall

Source:- medical-dictionary.com

Spread of the disease:
It spreads through drinking or eating uncooked foaglich as fruit,hat may have been washed in
contaminated local water.

Symptoms
1. Pain areas: in the abdomen
2. Gastrointestinal: blood in stool, diarrhoea, or flatulence
3. Whole body: fatigue, fever, or loss of appetite
4. Also common: weight loss

Treatment
Treatment consists cfelfcareand antiparasitics.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is a protozoan?
2. What is an anaerobic protozoan?
3. What causes amoebiasis?
4. What are the symptoms?
5. What is cysteine?
Sources: pib.

6. Rapid antigen test

TheContext

Thelndian Council of Medical Resear¢fiCMRhas recommended the use of Standard Q C&\Bgantigen
detection testin containment zones and healthcare settings in combination with the &R test.

Thisis to be used in specified settings, aits from only one manufacturer have got approvahe South
Korean company S D Biosensor

What are antigens?
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Antigensareforeign substances that induce an immune response in the body.

What is the rapid antigen detection test for CowitD?

It isa test onswabbed nasal samplehat detectsantigens that are found on or within the SARS\V2 virus.
It isa point-of-care test,performed outside the conventional laboratory setting, and is used to quickly obtain &

diagnostic result.

COVID TESTS WITHIN 30 MINUTES
How is rapid antigen detection A e . 51 -
test different from RTPCR test? . , 1) w
Like RIPCR, the rapid antigen 50v00q antlgen l = Sl d
detection test tooseeks to detet test kits N - v
the virus rather than the d » Staffin 11 ; | i *
antibodies produced by the body. c;fy'fn';g:t"r;pﬂ -1 Q
The most significant difference antigen tests
between the two is time. » Kits required to be
1 RTPCR test takes a i
minimum of 25 hours
including the time taken > Tobeused in  betestedagainonRT-PCR  » Upper » Thetest result
. containment zones ‘  torule out Covid-19 price cap for | can be obtained in
for sample transportation. and hospitals, in infection antigenkitis | petween 15 and
1 In arapid antigen combination with ’& » Forthosefonnd X450 . 30 minutes
: RT-PCR test positive on antigen kit, %
detection testthe > Those testing " noneed for RT-PCR test % @
maximum duration for negative on antigen kitto | for reconfirmation
interpreting a positive or
negative test is 30
minutes.
2 KFG NS GKS fAYAGEFEGAZ2Yya 2F Ly |ydA3aSy GSadQa
1. Thesdests are vengpecific for the virusput are not as sensitive as molecula@@®tests. This means
that positive results from antigen tests are highly accurate, but there is a higher chance of false
negatives, so negative results do not rule out infection.
2. Negative results from an antigen test may need to be confirmed with a PCRgesr to making
treatment decisions or to prevent the possible spread of the virus due to a false negative
3. Oncethe sample is collected in the extraction buffer, it is stable only for one holinerefore, the
antigen test needs to be conducted at the site of sample collection in the healthcare setting
Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Differentiate between RF PCR, Rapiahtibody and rapid antigen tests.
2. What are antibodies?
3. Wha are antigens?
4. 1 26 02R@Qa AYYdzyS aeaisSyYy 62N)] akK
5. What are lymphocytes?
6. Coronavirus that affect humans.
Mains Link:
Write a note on rapid antigen tests.
Link:

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/howapid-antigentest-detectscoronaviruswhere-it-will-be-

used6460735/
Sources: Indian Express.

7. What is Vaccine Nanalism?
The Context:
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The United Statefias now twice indicated that it would like to secymeority access to doses of COVID
vaccine.Other countries, includingndia and Russighave taken similar stances. Thpigoritisation of domestic
markets has become known as vaccine nationalism.

How it works?

Vaccine nationalism occuvghen a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens or
residentsbefore they are made available in other countries.

This is done througpre-purchase agreements between a government and a vaccine manufacturer.

How was it used in the pd8
Vaccine nationalism is not new. During the early stageélseo2009 H1N1 flu pandemisome of the wealthiest
countries entered into prgpurchase agreements with several pharmaceutical companies working on HIN1
vaccines.
1 Atthat time, it was estimatedhat, in the bestcase scenario, the maximum number of vaccine doses
that could be produced globally was two billion.
1 The US alone negotiated and obtained the right to buy 600,000 doses. All the countries that negotiated
pre-purchase orders were developed@omies.

Why its not good? What are the associated concerns?
9 Vaccine nationalism Barmful for equitable access to vaccines.
1 It further disadvantages countries with fewer resources and bargaining power.
1 It deprives populations in the Global South fromely access to vital public health goods.
i Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderatelfskt populations in wealthy countries over
populations at higher risk in developing economies.

What needs to be don@
1 International institutionst including the WHQ should coordinate negotiations ahead of the next
pandemic to produce a framework for equitable access to vaccines during public health crises.
1 Equity entails both, affordability of vaccines and access opportunities for populations aczogsrt,
irrespective of geography and geopolitics.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is vaccine nationalism?
2. Which drugs are being used in the treatment of COVID 19 disease?
3. Various tests to detect SARSOV 2.
4. What is HIN1?
Mains Link:
What isVaccine Nationalism? What are the concerns associated? Discuss.
Link:
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/howvaccinenationalismcouldblockvulnerablepopulations
accessto-covid19-vaccines/1825
Sources: Down to Earth.

8. Annual TB Report 2020 released

Context
TheAnnual TB Repoiis prepared and published by the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, GOI.

Highlights
1. 20.04 lakh notified TB patigts in 2019in India, which i& 14% increase from 2018.
2. Reduction in the number of missing cases2.9 lakh cases as against more than 10 lakhs in 2017.
3. Private sector notifications increasely 35% with 6.78 lakh TB patients notified.
4. Proportion of chitlren diagnosed with TB increased 8% in 2019 compared to 6% in 2018.
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5. Provision of HIV testing for all notified TB patients increadeam 67% in 2018 to 81% in 2019.
6. Expansion of treatment services has resulted t2% improvement in the treatment sucss rate of
notified patients. For 2019, it is 81% compared to 69% in 2018.

Nikshay system:
The country is achieving neaomplete online notification of TB patients throughe NIKSHAY system.
1 Nikshay isn information management systerthat acts like a onatop solution for managing
LI GASYGaQ AYF2NNVIGA2Y YR Y2YAG2NI LINPINI Y | O
9 Itis developed and maintained by ti@entral TB Division (CTD), Ministry of Healtrdaiamily
Welfarein collaboration withthe National Informatics Centre (NIC), and the World Health
Organization Country office for India.

National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP): Main symptoms of
It isa Centrally Sponsored Scherbeing implemented under Pulmonary tuberculosis
the aegis othe National Health Missiomwith resource sharing

between the State Governments and the Central Governme
The goal of the program i® achieve a T#ee India with zero
deaths, disease and poverty due to tuberculosis.

InstaLinks @J@ £l

Prelims Link Respiratory
1. SDG on TB reduction. g
2. What is NTEP and the goal under it?
3. About Central TB Division.
4. Annual TB report is released by?
5. What is TB? How is it caused?
Mains Link: 4181

Central

4t

GLYRAI Qa ¢, NBLR2NI Ydaild 0S =assy any tagrkuo =z+ UuKS
| dzy 3 S NJ L Yy R S &lysethe Gttdmrit i© the lighé of leagntly released Annual India Tuberculosis (TB)
report.

Sources: pib.

9. Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report

Context

2020 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report releasddNigSCO

In line with its mandatethe 2020 GEM Report assesses progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4
(SDG 4) on education and its ten targets well as other related education targets in the SDG agenda.

Key findings:

COVIBL19 pandemic has exacerbated inequalities in educat&ystems across the worldAbout 40% of low

and lowermiddle-income countries have not supported learners at risk of exclusion during this crisis, such as

the poor, linguistic minorities and learners with disabilities.

Efforts to maintain learning continuy during the pandemic may have actually worsened exclusion trends.

During the height of school closures in April 2020, almost 91% of students around the world were out of sch

Issues with alternativesEducation systems responded wikstance learningsolutions,all of which offered

less or more imperfect substitutes for classroom instruction.

1 Many poorer countries opted for radio and television lessons, 55% einloeme, 73% of lower

middle-income and 93% of uppeaniddle-income countries adopted fanline learning platforms for
primary and secondary education.

1 Even as governments increasingly rely on technology, the digital divide lays bare the limitations of this

approach. Not all students and teachers have access to adequate internet connectigpgmeaqt, skills
and working conditions to take advantage of available platforms.
School closures also interrupted support mechanisms from which many disadvantaged learners benefit.
1 Resources for blind and deaf students may not be available outside schools.
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1 Children with learning disabilities or those who are on the autism spectrum may struggle with
independent work in front of a computer or the disruption of daily school routines.
1 For poor students who depend on school for free meals or even free sandpkyns, closures have
been a major blow.
Cancellation of examinatioa Ay Yl y& O2dzy iNAS&asx Ay Ot dzZRAYy3a LYyRALI
judgements of students instead.
9 This could be affected by stereotypes of certain types of students.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Who releases this report?

2. Overview of report.

3. About UNESCO and its key programmes.

4. What are SDGs?

5. SDG goals on education.
Mains Link:
Discuss how global COVID 19 pandemic has affected the education worldwide.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/education/coronavirugsockdowncovid19-widenededucationaldivide-unesce
report/article31907857.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

10. Kala Azar

Context

The only drug available against leishmaniasiigfosine, is

rapidly losing its effectiveness because of emerging WHAT IS KALA-AZAR

= A slow progressing indigenous Signs & Symptoms

resistance to this drug due to a decrease in its accumulatiq | gisease .
inside the parasite, hich is necessary for the drug to kill the | = aused by protozoan parasite of  |"$7 55 of appetite

genus Leishmania

paraSite' = In India, Leishmania donovani is : Welzakness
. the only parasite causing the disease 'SF’ een
1 So, ateam of researchers had been exploring way{ [=The parasite primarily infects ol et
I

to tackle miltefosine resistanc&his team has now | |[Sticuloendothelialsystem —
shownallosteric modulation of transporter proteins W%”ﬁpes T
of Leishmania using computationaHlgtesigned pEEE Rl aear Indls
synthetic peptides. L A

1 These promising research outcomes indicate that feature of being
this approach could prove useful in the long ton i " roporiotic
develop novel therapeutics against drugesistant
Leishmania parasites.

= Female snadflies
pick up parasite
while feeding on
infected human host

= Development and multiplication in the gut
of sandflies and move to mouthparts

= Parasite undergoes

morphological
change to

Kalaazar: become flagellate
What is it?Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), also known asak
azar,black fever, and Dumdum fevers the most severe form of leishmaniasis and, without proper diagnosis
and treatment, is associated with high fatality.

Spread Caused byprotozoan parasites of the Leishmania genus, migrates to the internal osgahsas the

f AGSNE aLJ SSy oO0KSyOS a@AaOSNIft£0x YR 0602YyYS YI NNZ
Signs and symptomimcludefever, weight loss, fatigue, anemia, and substantial swelling of the liver and
spleen.

= Healthy human hosts get
infection when an infective sandfly

vector bites them

Additional facts:

Leishmaniasiss a neglected tropical diseasaffecting almast 100 countries including India.

It is caused bw parasite called Leishmaniahich is transmitted through the bite of sand flies.

There are three main forms of leishmaniasjsisceral which affects multiple organs and is the most serious
form of the disease;utaneous which causes skin sores and is the most common form)rarmbcutaneous
which causes skin and mucosal lesion).
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InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. AboutLeishmaniasis.
2. Forms of leishmaniasis.
3. Different names of Kala Azar.
4. Symptoms.
5. What are protozoans?
6. What is miltefosine used for?
Mains Link:
How is kalaazar caused? Examine what measures has the government taken to tackle those disease.
Sources: pib.

11. International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking 2020
Observed or26 June.

Themer a. SGGSNI Yy2gf SRAS F2NJ . SGGSNI /| NB¢ o

Why June 287?

The date June 26 is to commemorate Lin Zexu's dismantling of the opium trade in Humen, Guangdong, eng
in June25 1839, just before the First Opium War in China.

On this occasiorl)NODC World Drug Report 20%és also released.

Highlights
1 Around 269 million people used drugs worldwide in 2018, which is 30 per cent more than in 2009.
9 Over 35 million people suffédrom drug use disorders.
1 Rising unemployment and reduced opportunities caused by the pandean&also likely to
disproportionately affect the poorest, making them more vulnerable to drug use and also to drug
trafficking and cultivation in order to earmoney.
1 Most used substance in 201&annabis. Cannabis also remadimsmain drug that brings people into
contact with the criminal justice system.
Most harmful: Opioids.
Who use them?Adolescents and young adults account for the largest shatigose using drugs, while
young people are also the most vulnerable to the effects of drugs because they use the most and th
brains are still developing.
1 Lowincome countries still suffer a critical shortage of pharmaceutical opididispain management

and palliative care.

=a =

Indian Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem:

1 It constitutedNarco-Coordination Centre (NCORD)November, 2016 and revived the scheme
ofd CAY I YyOALE 1 &aAFANT 2/UORSO & 2/ 2yl NS & @F 2 NJ b

1 In 2017, the government approvettw Reward Guidelines with increased quantum of reward for
interdiction or seizure of different illicit drugs.

9 Narcotics Control Bureahas been provided funds for developing a new softwareSeszure
Information Management System (SIM&hich will create a complete online database of drug
offences and offenders.

1 The government has constituted afund calted» | G A 2y I £ Cdzy R ¥ 2 Nio mektfhe NP f
expenditure incurred in connection with corating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating
addicts, and educating public against drug abuse, etc.

1 The government is also conductiNgtional Drug Abuse Survagp measure trends of drug abuse in
India through Ministry of Social Justice & Empawent with the help of National Drug Dependence
Treatment Centre of AlIMS.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
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About UNODC.
Overview of schemea@ CAy | yOAL f ! aaAradalyOoS G2 {4lraGdSa ¥F2N
Composition of Narc€oordination Centre (NCORD).
National Fud for Control of Drug Abuse.
About Narcotics Control Bureau.
6. International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking and theme this year.
Mains Link:
India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking. Critically examine its causes. Also commentrole thie
Government in combating drug problem.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=GEO7HHV89.1&imageview=0
Sources: UN, the Hindu.

arwDNRE

12. Thepandemic imposes a steep learning curve
Context
Across the world, education has been drastically affected by the CC\pandemic.
9 Most instruction has moved online.
9 Higher education has gone digital where possible

Efforts by Indian government:

Onlinehigher education using MOOCSs, or massive open online classrooms, has been encouraged by the
Ministry of Human Resource Development for some time novthdaNational Programme on Technology
Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) and SWAYAM platforms.

. dzli A Y ask,¥dudatiofisis a@ policy makers advise caution on Online education. Why?

1. Because ofontrast in rural versus urban infrastructurehe variable quality of staff, and the diverse
types of subjects that are taught.

2. Courses that traditionally need a lalatory or practical componenare an obvious example where
online classes cannot offer an alternative.

3. The adoption or integration of technology in education also depends on the specific institution and
its location:there is a huge digital divide in tlwuntry in terms of bandwidth and reliable
connectivity, as well as very unequal access to funding.

4. Therecanbeen a seriougmpact on academic researdh all disciplines. There is need for close
personal interaction and discussion in research supervision

5. Not all students have equal access to the Internahd more than half in any class in any institution
are simply not able to attend lectures in real time for want of the required combination of hardware
and electrical connectivity in their homes.

6. Many mline classes are poorly executed video versions of regular classroom leétaress the
board, teachers recognise this as unsatisfactory.

How can it be improved?

1. This is a chance to4ieagine higher education in Indigor long this has been elitist and exclusionary;
education has been less about learning and more about acquiring degréks.pandemic can change
that if we let it. Some ways include:

DI Y RKA 2 A Q Bplit & high premium on self study and experiential learning, for instance.

3. Digital tools such as artificial intelligence (Adan be adapted to deliver personalised instruction based
on the learning needs for each student.

4. Pedagogic material mustéomade available in our other national languagehijs will extend access,
and can help overcome staff shortages that plague remote institutions.

5. The state will have to bear much of the responsibilityoth to improve digital infrastructure and to
ensure that every needy student has access to a laptop or smartphone.

N

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
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1. About NPTEL.
2. SWAYAM Portal.
3. What Nai Taleem means?
Mains Link:
Across the world, education has been drasticaffected by the COVHD9 pandemicMost instruction has
moved onlineDiscuss issues associated with online learning.
Link:
https://www.t hehindu.com/opinion/oped/the-pandemicimposesa-steeplearning
curve/article31927570.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

13. Nasha Mukt Bharat: Annual Action Plan (202D
Launchedor onthe occasionai L Y G SNy I G A2y £ 5F & | ZINIWaFR OF MHEFA £ 196
Launched byhe Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

The Action Plan has the following components:

Awareness generation programmes

Focus on Higher Educational institutions, University Campuses and Schools
Community outreach and idéification of dependent population

Focus on Treatment facilities in Hospital settings

Capacity Building Programmes for Service Provider.

agrLDNPRE

Implementation:

It wouldfocus on272 most affected districteind launcha three-pronged attackcombining efforts of Narcotics
Bureau, Outreach/Awareness by Social Justice and Treatment through the Health Dept.

De-addiction Facilitiesvould be set up

Drop-in-centres for addictswill be set upand also orpeer-led community bagd outreach programmesor

high risk populationg particularly the youthwill be launched.

Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts (IRCAg)uld reach out to communities to help those affected
by drug addiction.

Key facts:
1. TheNarcotics Control Bureabhas identified the "most affected" 272 districts which mostly belong to
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and the N&#dht lead the states.
2. Thesedistricts have been identified by the Centrethese hugely affected by drughaise.

3. The'Nasha mukt Bharat' campaign was originally launched in 2015 by Shiromani Akali Dal in Punjab

4. According to the national list of districts most affected by substance ald8sef the 22 districts in
Punjab are among those identified by the NCBd) with 10 out of Haryana's 22 districts.

Need for:
About 8,50,000 Indians inject drugs, about 4,60,000 children and 1.8 million adults need help for inhalant
dependence and 7.7 million Indians require help for opioid dependence.

InstaLinks
Prelims Lmk:
1. International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Traffickdage and theme this year.
2. What are IRCAS? How they are funded?
3. About UNODC.
4. National Survey on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use in Hidialights.
Mains Link:
Write a note on theannud Anti-Drug Action Plan for 20221.
Sources: pib.
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14. World Bank's STARS project

What is it?

STARS stands fStrengthening TeachiAgearning and Results for Stafegram(STARS)

It is a projecto improve the quality and governance of school education in kigian states.

Six states areHimachal Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan.
Some250 million studentgbetween the age of 6 and 17) In5 million schoolsand overl0 million teachers
will benefitfrom the program.

Reforminitiatives under the project include:

1. Focusing more directly on the delivery of education services at the state, district and sub district
levelsby providing customized locldvel solutions towards school improvement.

2. Addressing demands from stakeholdg especially parents, for greater accountability and
inclusionby producing better data to assess the quality of learning; giving special attention to studen
from vulnerable section.

3. Equipping teachers to manage this transformatiday recognizing thateachers are central to
achieving better learning outcomes.

4, LYy@SailiAy3da Y2NB Ay RSO Séedshyisyergthenh@Ridundationakedavihgyfor O |

children in classes 1 to 3 and preparing them with the cognitive, dmtiavioural and languagskills
to meet future labour market needs.

Atmanirbhar and education:

Atmanirbhar Bharat calls for dndia that is able to produce and deliver local goods and services to its

citizens.This applies equally to education for all children.

Delivering a@rvice, like education, requirescapable stategspecially given the scale and complexity of its

large and diverse population.

Building state capability involvés LINR OS&a 27F  SI NY Ay HhisisPrecRe&theid&A y 3 &

behind an Atmairbhar Bharat.

Fundamentally, therefordt cannot be outsourced.

1 In other wordsstate capability is about getting things done in the government, and by the

government, by ensuring effective implementation that is responsive to local nedilg,also about
being able to design and conduct reforms.

Why is the STARS approach to build state capacity flawed?

1. It fails to address the basic capacity issuesajor vacancies across the education system from District
Institutes of Education and Training (DIETS}ridt and block education offices, to teachers in schools,
remain unaddressed.

2. World Bank ignores thatecentralising decisiormaking requires the devolution of funds and real
decisionmaking power.lt requires not just investment in the capacity of thierft-line bureaucracy
but also in increasing their discretionary powers while fostering social accountability.

3. Trustis entirely ignored in the World Bank projedhstead, the Bank displays yet again an ever
reliance onnformation and Communications Technology (I@E)a panacea that lacks any backing in
evidence (Trust here implies listening and collaborating across different levels within the
administration).

4, Oui a2 dzZNDOAYy 3 o6F&aArA0 F20SNYIyOS TFdzyOiAazya o0& aSE
Gl a4 &6t y20G YI1S SRAOFGAZY aY2NB NBE SOl vl
LI NOAOALI GAZ2Yy o6& S

What needs to be done?

1. Administration must be equipped with adequate physical, financial and human resources. An
overburdened bureaucracy with vacancies and without basic equipment cannot be expected to be
effective.

2. Administrative orgovernance reforms must give greater discretion to the fdam¢ bureaucracy to
address local issues and innovate if required.
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3. There needs to be trust within the administration among peers and across different levels within the
administration.

Instalirks:
Prelims Link:
1. States covered under the STARS project.
2. About World Bank and its funding.
3. Institutions of World Bank.
4. World Bank Group.
5. What is open data initiative?

Mains Link:
2NAGS + y23S 2y 22NIR .ly1Qa {¢!w{ LINR2SOGD

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/the-starsproject-needsan-overhaul/article31947675.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

1. TULIR Urban Learning Internship Program

Context TULIR Urban Learning Internship Prografor providingopportunities to fresh Graduates in all ULBs
& Smart Citiedaunched

TULIP has been conceived pursuanti Budget 20221 announcemenby the Finance Minister Smt.
Nirmala Sitharaman under the thertié! & WRNH & LY RAI Qo

Key features:
1. TULIRAs a program foproviding fresh graduates experiential learning opportunities in the urban
sector.

2. ltwould helpenhance the valugo-Y I NJ SG 2F LYy RALIFQa 3INI RdzZ 6Sa Iy

pool in diverse fielddike urban planning, transport engineering, environment, municipal finance etc.
3. It will lead toinfusion of fresh ideas and energy with engagement of youth inrareation of solutions
F2N) az2f dAy3 LYRAIFIQA daNbly OKIFffSyaSao
4. Thislaunchis also animportant $ LILJA Y3 A G 2y S F2 NJ Fdzgdahof IS¢ G 2 F
successful internships by the year 2025.

Need for andSignificanceof the program:

SuchaprogramwillhelBS | L) 6§ KS 0SySTAda 27T asyR pois€dlio hiRibeargasid LIK A C

working-age population in the world in the coming years.
9 India has a substantial pool of technical graduates for whom exposure to real world project
implementation and @nning is essential for professional development.
1 General education may not reflect the depth of productive knowledge present in societgtead of
' LILINB I OKAyYy 3 SRdzOF A2y Fa WR2AYy3 DRAzGISEH AN yIIE
by doy 3 ® Q
Thus TULIP would help futiifin goals of providing interns witthandson learning experience as well as
AyFdzaAy3a FNBAK SySNHE |yR ARSIFa Ay (GKS FdzyOaA2y

Sources: pib.

2. SWADES: Skill Mapping Exercise for Retutiliizgns

Context The initiative, undertaken as part tife Vande Bharat Missioraims atempowering the returning
citizens with relevant employment opportunities.
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Key features:

1. Itisajointinitiative of the Ministry of Skill Development &ntrepreneurship, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the Ministry of External Affairs.

2. TheNational Skill Development Corporation (NSDE€}¥upporting the implementation of the project.

3. It aimsto create a database of qualified citizerimased on their skill sets and experience to tap into
and fulfil demand of Indian and foreign companies.

4. The collectednformation will be shared with the companies for suitable placement opportunities in
the country.

Implementation:

The returning citizes are required to fill up aanline SWADES Skills Card.

The card will facilitate a strategic framework to provide the returning citizens with suitable employment
opportunities through discussions with key stakeholders including state governments, indsstigiations
and employers.

Need for and significance:

The spread of COWI® across the globe has hadignificant economic impact with thousands of workers
losing their jobs and hundreds of companies shutting down globallany ofindiancitizens retuning to the
country throughthe Vande Bharat Missioof the Government of India may be facing uncertainty regarding
their future employment opportunities

So, thignitiative willhelp in deployment of returning Indian workforce matching their skill sets.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis NSDC?
2. What is National Skill Development Mission?
3. Implementation of SWADES?
4. What is Vande Bharat Mission?
Sources: pib.

3. Patanjali Coronavirus (Co\iil) Medicine:

Context

. 23 3 dzNIRatanjalyARUBVEXL Ethas launched what they claimed wie first Ayurvedic medicine
to cureCovid19.

About the medicine:
Ramdev has claimed thdt/ 2 NB y A € GFrof SGQY WRBRAAKRGY I d@n | WIRN
NB adzZ Gaé¢ RdzNRy 3-19Ddatleytsk O f GNRFE&A 2y [/ 20AR

What next?

The AYUSH Ministry has sought details about the medicine and has directed Patanjali and Ramdev to stop
advertising such claims.

The concerned Ayurvedilrug manufacturing company has been informed that such advertisements of drugs
including Ayurvedic medicines are regulated unither provisions of Drugs and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954 and Rules thereunder and the directiveedsby the Central
Government in the wake of COVID outbreak.

Overview of the Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954:
1 It prohibits advertisements of drugs and remedies that claim to have magical properaes, makes
doing soa cognizable offence.
1 The penaltycarries a maximum sentence of 6 months imprisonment with or without fine on first
conviction. In case of any subsequent conviction, the term may be up to a year.
1 If the convicted party is a companyll members of the comparwill be deemed guilty.
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The law prohibits advertising of drugs and remedies for:
1. inducing miscarriage or preventing conception in women
2. improving or maintaining the capacity for sexual pleasure
3. correction of menstrual disorders
4. curing, diagnosing or prewting any disease or condition mentioned in an included schedule

Definition:

The act defines "magic remedy" as any talisman, mantra, amulet or any other object which is claimed to ha
miraculous powers to cure, diagnose, prevent or mitigatksgase in humans or animal. It also includes such
devices that are claimed to have power to influence structure or function of an organ in humans or animals.

Criticisms

The law igarely enforced and several such products are freely available to theljgub

The law is considered sever@ytdated as 14 of the diseases in the list are now curable, and newer diseases
like AIDS are not on the list.

InstalLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Definition of magic remedy.
2. What is banned under theaidlaw?
3. Penalties proposd underthe law.
Sources: pib.

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy.
1. Civil Services Board

Context
The Punjab government, last week, constitusethreee-member civil services boartb decide on IAS transfers
and postings in the state.

Opposition to this move:
This notification providing for fixed tenure of IAS officers has left some leaders in the state upset.
1 Itis because they feappointment and transfer of IAS officers are a prerogative of the state.
1 They say, If their term is figeit will not onlycreate functional and administrative problems, but also
overstep the authority and jurisdiction of the state government.
f 2A0K GKS FAESR (SydzaNB NHzZA S I'yR / KAST { SONBGI
for a transfer, the leaders fe#heir influence has been reduced to a naught and all power handed to
the CS.

2 KIFG A& GKS F2@8SNYyYSwiQa | NBdzySyd Ay AdGa T g2
1 It says if the officials have a fixed tenure they will be able to provide better administration.
1 They will also feel safe and try to stick to the rules instead of pleasing political bosses.
1 It says every official requires@months to get into the grave at his new place of posting. If he stays
there for two years, it would mean better delivery and stable tenure to people.

What is a Civil Services Board? What are its functions?

To insulate the bureaucracy from political interference and to put anterftequent transfers of civil servants
by political bosseghe Supreme Court had in 2013 directed the Centre and the states to set up a civil service
boardto consider transfers and postings of bureaucrats among others.

As per rules, all states shouldve a civil services board to decide on transfers and postings of the bureaucrat

Functions
1 The board is mandated to decide on the transfer of a civil servant before completion of his or her fixe
tenure.

www.insightsonindia.com 71 InsightslAS

e

NE (

[2)

|92}

d



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

1 The rules mandate the civil services board tbrait an annual report on January 1 to the central
government about the date of the meetings held by them.

Composition
The civil services boardheaded by chief secretary of a state.
9 It has senior most additional chief secretary or chairman, BoardwdRe, Financial Commissioner or
an officer of equivalent rank and status as member.
1 In addition, it will have Principal SecretarySecretary, Department of Personnel in the state
government as member secretary.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis it?
2. Composition.
3. Functions.
4. How many states have set up CSB?
Mains Link:
Discuss the functions and objectives of Civil Services Boards.

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/nenformation-on-constitution-of-civitservicesboard-by-mp-centre-
4805230/

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.

1. ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Context China under the muHbillion-dollar CPE@vill set upa 1,124megawatt power project Kohala
Hydropower Projectin Pakistanoccupied Kashmidespite India's objection to.it

Atripartite agreementhas been finalised among China's Three Gorges Corporation, the authorities in Pakist
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and the PPIB to implement the dyis2yawatt Kohala hydroelectric power project
underthe ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework.

Details:
1 The project will be built othe Jhelum Riveand aims at annually providing more than five billion units
of clean and lowcost electricity for consumers in Pakistan.
9 This marks one of the largest investments of USD 2.4 billian independent powe producer (IPP) in
the region.

About CPEC:

The CPEC is the flagship projedtaf multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI}, pet project of

/| KAYySaS t NBAARSYdG - A WAYLAY3AZ FAYSR |G Sy-KnidgtOA y 3
infrastructure projects.

The3,000 kmlong ChingPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists of highways, railways, and pipelines.
CPECeventuallyaimstal y { Ay 3 GKS OAGE& 2F DégFRIFENIAY {2dziK 2 §
region Xinjiangthrough a vast network of highways and railways.

The proposed project will binanced by heavilysubsidised loansthat will be disbursed to the Government of
Pakistan by Chinese bamk

But, why is India concerned?
It passes through PaK
CPEC sts on a Chinese plan to secure and shorten its supply lines through Gwadar with an enhanced pres

Ay GKS LYRAFY hOSIFy® | SyO0Ssz Al adextengiveRI8riesk préséncewdl @ $

dZy RENXAYS LYRAF QA OesiFt dzSy OS Ay GKS LYRAFY
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It is also being contended that if CPEC were to successfully transform the Pakistan economy that could be @
G NS R Nddid@whiciFwlliNemain at the receiving end of a wealthier and stronger Pakistan.

Besides|ndia shares a great deal of truskeficit with China and Pakistaand has a history of conflict with
both. As a result, even though suggestions teapproach the project pragmatically have been made, no
FR@20IGS KFra 2@SNNHzZ SR (GKS LINRY OA LX SequailohslwithiChinaz T
and Pakistan.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Whatis CPEC?

2. What is BRI initiative?

3. What is string of pearls initiative?

4. Where Gilgit Baltistan?

5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran.
Mains Link:
5A4&0dzaad Ly Rihke ChnaPaBSCESANdMic Cérniflor (CPEC) framev@&irggest how India should
tackle the challenges posed by this alliance?
Sources: the Hindu.

2. Gowt. to boost infrastructure in areas along China border

Context The governmerthas approved new guidelines bwost infrastructure in areas along China border

These include:

1. Send10% funds of a Centrally sponsored scheme only on projectsagiakh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Sikkim.

2. The Border Area Development Programme (BABR) & 0SSy | ff 2Ol G SR1fisaly n
and the money is distributed to the border States and Union Territories depending on various criteriz
such as the length of the international border and popiola.

3. Projects for developing strategically important villages and towns in border artdas have been
identified by the border guarding forces will be given priority.

4. Construction of roads, bridges, culverts, primary schools, health infrastructureighdsyfirrigation
works, ministadiums, indoor courts for basketball, badminton and table tennis camidertaken
within 10 km of the border.

Need for:

The ongoing border tension with China at multiple points alibregLine of Actual Control (LA®) more serious
GKFY LI ad AYyOARSy(Gas AYRAOFGAY3I [/ KAYdfQa LI FyyAyd
Therefore, KS ONBI GA2Y 27T Hhelpintdgrate thesHzDaaulitibthedisgtérldatl, Rreate a
positive perception of care by the country and encourage people to stay on in the border areas leading to
aFr TS IyR aS0OdzNE 02NRSNHE

India- China Border:

India and China shawe3,488 km long boundgr Unfortunately, the entire boundary is disputed. The line,
which delineates the boundary between the two countries, is popularly ciletcMahon line,after its
author Sir Henry McMahon.

In 1913, the Britisindia government had callealtripartite conference,in which the boundary between India

and Tibet was formalized after a discussion between the Indian and the Tibetans. A Convention was adoptegd,

which resulted in the delimitation of the Indbibetan boundaryThis boundary is, however, disputed lfyhina
which terms it as illegal.
In 1957 ,China occupied Aksai Chamd built a road through ifThis episode was followed by intermittent

clashes along the border, which finally culminated in the border war of 1962. The boundary, which came intp

existene after the war, came to be known ame of Actual Control (LAC). It is a military held line.

Attempts to resolve the issue:
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1. The rapprochement between the two countries in 1976 enabled India and China to ikltgitd_evel
border talks in 19810 find asolution to the vexed problem. After eight rounds, the talks broke down
in 1987.

2Ly mMopyyI F2tt2Ay3 t NRAYS ahte yontWo&king Groblipgd M@)adDskety R
up to look into the border problem.

3. In 1993the Agreement on the Maintnance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)vas signed and the Indi@hina Expert Group of Diplomatic and Military Officers was set up to
assist the JWG.

4. In 1996 the Agreement on Confidence Building Measures (CBMghe Military Field along the LAC
was signed.

5. In 2003 two special representatives (one each from India and Chinaye appointed to find a
political solution to the border dispute.

6. Till 2009, these two special representatives had held 17 rounds of talks, but issheynhave not
made much headway.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis LoC and how is it established, geographical extent and significance?
2. Whatis LAC?
3. Where is Nathu la?
4. Where is Pangong Tso?
5. Who administers Akashi Chin?
Mains Link:
Qreation of infrastructure would help integrateorder areasareas with the hinterland, create a positive
perception of care by the country and encourage people to stay on in the border areas leading to safe and
secure bordersDiscuss.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?0Orgld=GCK7FKMOP.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

3. Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA)
Context India and Australidavesigred a historic agreement, calldda dzi dz £ [ 23IA&AGA O0a { ¢
0 a [ {tb dllézaccess to military bases for logistics support

This was agreed upon tte first-ever virtual bilateral summitbetween India Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Austran counterpart Scott Morrisan

What is MLSA?

1 The agreement will facilitate reciprocal access to military logistics facilities, allow more complex joint
military exercise and improve interoperability between the security forces of the two nations.

9 It allows reciprocal access to military facilities in terms of logistics support which generally include
food, water, petroleum (fuel), spare parts and other components.

1 The agreement will be useful during joint military exercises, peacekeeping operatiaonaniiarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief operations, scheduled deployments of military platforms, and any oth
exigent situations that may arise

9 It will help in improving interoperability between the involved parties.

Significance
 TheMLSA aadzySa 3INBFGSNI AYLRNIIFIYOS Ay fA3IKG 2F L
T b2NXItffes I aOFINOAGE 2F NBaz2dzaNOSa Lidzia &SOSNJ

distant waters, leaving its fasff assets at the mercy of o¢hn actors.
1 Therefore, countries avoid dispersion of their resources and concentrate on their near waters.
91 Inthe case of India and Australia, such a limitation does not match their ambitions in the region; it al
puts them at a disadvantage »asvis a bdligerent China.
For this reason, the MLSA holds considerable significance.
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Sources: the Hindu.

4. Scrapping of Article 370 and LAC tensions
Context

An influential Chinese thirtank- China Institutes of
Contemporary International Relations (CICiRas linked
the current tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LA(
G2 LyYyRAI tQdartdabréste Articlé370 and

23 “disputed and sensitive” areas along
WHY LAC the unresolved 3,488-km-long LAC
OFTEN

witness aggressive patrolling & face-offs
FLARES UP between troops from the two sides

change the status of Jammu and Kashmir FLASHPOINTS |§ CHINA ikl
INCLUDE: haqarl::r: %emct;ol;. Tig 71 Namkha Chu
. . eights, Dumchele, 4
What has the CICIR said on this? Sumdorong Chu,
f Pangong Tso, Chumar Asaphila, Longjt,

It described the move as joint challenge to China and machal: Dichu

Pakistand I @ Ay 3 (KS Yacdeflendgé kokhe a
A20SNBAIYyGe 2F HYR AGYGH-RS I
Pakistan relations and Chihay RA I NBf | G A 2y

Jw , Shipki La

"Yangtse,
INDIA HUTA FISh Tail-1&

ﬂ Dibang Valley

Uttarakhand: Barahoti & Pulan Sundag‘Lj

India records around 300 “transgressions” by PLA troops every year.

2
What happened? Number shot up to 426 in 2017, the year of the Doklam face-off

Last year, India released a new map following the chang
in Article 370.

China alleges thdhdia opened up new territory on the magncorporated part of theareas under the local
jurisdiction of Xinjiang and Tibet into its Ladakh union territory.

And thisforced China into the Kashmir disputstimulated China and Pakistam take countefactions on the
Kashmir issue, and dramaticaithcreased the difficulty in resolving the border issue between China and India.

Background

Recently, there has been an increased tension in the {6tiiaa relations, due to the Chinese trgresssions

into Indian territory, across the disputddne of Actual Control (LA@) Ladakh. Talks are on at various levels to
diffuse the situation.

What did Article 370 say?

The controversial Article 370 had ‘temporary provisions with
respect to the State of Jammu and Kashmir’, allowing it to
have its own Constitution.

= The |&K Constitution defined a
permanent resident as one who
was a State subject as of May 14,

What's in store now

= J&K will now hawve
no separate flag or
Constitution and
the tenure of the

= Curbs onland acqui-
sition by non-perma-
nent residents are

1954, or had been a resident of
the state for 10 years on that
datewith a legally acquired
property

Non-permanent residents could
not acquire immovable property,
get government employment,
scholarships or other aid provid-
ed by the State government

not unigue to &K —
Himachal Pradesh and
several North-Eastern
states, too, have this
prowswn

Court had struck
down the provision
of women losing their

e arller sm ‘years

= In 2002, the |&K High

Assembly will be five
years, instead of the =
The Indian Penal Code
(IPC)will replace the
Ranbir Penal Code

(RPC) to deal with
criminal cases

permanent resident = Article 356, under which President’s rule can be
status if they married imposed in any State, will also be applicable to
anon-permanent the UTs of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh
resident. Their e e T e T e e e e e
children. however, = People from other States can purchase land and
properties and the Right to Information Act will

could not enjoy
succession rights be applicable to the new UTs

= The premise of this special Article
emanated from residency laws
issued by the then Maharaja
Hari Singh to prevent migration
of people from neighbouring
Punjab during British rule

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Regions of dispute.
2. What is LAC?
3. LACvs LOC?
4. Important passes betweeimdia and China.
5. What is Article 370? What has changed now wrt J&K?
Mains Link:
Discuss how abrogation of Article 370 has escalated border tensions between India and China.
Sources: the Hindu.

www.insightsonindia.com 75 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

5. Why banning trade with China will hurt India more?
Context
The Indian government has tried to respond to the border dispute with Chirteaining its guns on tradeThe
idea resonating in Indian streets is tHatlians should boycott Chinese gootlsy R i Kdza & (i S OK
1 .dziz IADSY | KAYRATEQ Z0 SAyyiaNi X yAA(TeA Chlayyiig tradi WilNdarehh y 3
hurt China while adversely impacting Indian consumers and businesses.

—~ o~
N R

Boycotting China is not as easy as data from key sectors show:
1. Smartphones Market size: Rs 2 lakh Cr. Share oh€de products: 72%.
2. Telecom EquipmentMarket size: Rs 12,000;&hare of Chinese products: 25%.
3. Auto ComponentsMarket size: 43.1 lakh Cr.; Share of Chinese products: 26%.
4. Internet Apps:Market size: 45.0 Crore smartphone useédhare of Chinese prodwt66% of people
use at least one Chinese app on their smartphones.
Solar PowerMarket size: 37,916 M\\Share of Chinese products: 90%
Steel:Share of Chinese products:-28%.
7. Pharma/APl:Market size: 1.5 Lakh Crqr@hare of Chinese products: 60%.

oo

When is "Boycott China" possible?

When the economical gap between India and China is narrowed, the country, prompted by emotions of
nationalism amid the standoff between the two countries, can boycott Chinese products and carve out a path
for 'Atma NirbharBharat.'

Why is China cheaper?

1. Provision of cheap labouis one of the factors that contribute to cheaper Chinese products.

2. Raw materials are cheapef.hey are a significant part of the total cost of the product. Since the
Chinese firms invest in bulkigchases for bulk production, it saves the tremendous cost of production.

3. Efficient business ecosystenomprising of a network of suppliers, component manufacturers,
distributors, government agencies, and customers. All havedeg to play in ironing wt the
production process.

4. Business loans are easily accessildspecially for bigger industries which provides a greater financial
cushion to businesses in the manufacturing segment.

5. The Chinese factories have been criticized for tlogiter compliancewith health and safety
regulationsandenvironmental protection laws.

6. China followsa Value Added Tax (VAT) systeftax which is charged only on the "valagded" to a
product, material or service at every stage of its further manufacture or distribLiigported goods
are subject to zero per cent VAT. In simpler terms, they enjoy a VAT exemption or rebate policy.

Why 'Boycott Chinese Products' Movement is difficult in India?

Trade deficit:ln 201819, India's exports to China were mere $16.7 billiohilevimports were $70.3 billion,
leaving a trade deficit of $53.6 billion.

Private Indian companies with Chinese investmeRbreign Direct Investment (FDI) from China stood at a
total of $1.8 billion between 2015 and 201®hinese tech investors hapet an estimated $4 billion into Indian
start-ups.Over a period of five years ending March 20P® of India's 30 unicorns are now Chineended.
China's dominance in the Indian digital markespps with Chinese investments constituted a substantial 50%
of top app downloads (both iOS and G Play combined) which includes web browsers, data sharing and social
media apps as per the Gateway house report.

A blanket ban on Chinese imports will hurt all small businesses at a time when they are already struggling
survive,l LIr NI TNRY KAGOAY 3 LYRAFQa oAfAde (2 LINERAzOS

What can be done?
Estimates indicate thad third of the Chinese imports constitute lowech goodsthat were either made earlier
by Indians, or are still being made but in smalleawities.

9 These can surely be discouraged, andegaced by local products and brands.
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9 In addition, such attempts will prove to be a fillip for the hundreds of small and medium firms, which
have languished due to the lack of demand.

1 If the MSMEsegment kicks off, the overall manufacturing sector will get a boost, which will benefit the
Wal 1S AY LYRAIFQ a0OKSYSo®

1 Aslocal sales grow, Indians will become competitive. They can emerge as exporters of these produ¢

and battle globally with China.

Instal inks
Prelims Link:
1. Disputed border areas between India and China.
2. What is trade deficit?
3. What are unicorns?
4. India and China bilateral tradeverview and key figures.
5

. Whatis FDI?
6. FDI vs FPI.
Mains Link:

How and why boycotting Chinese goods will hattie lor no impact on the country? Discuss.
Sources: the Hindu.

6. RussidndiaChina grouping

Why in News?

India will participate in the virtual meeting tiie Russiandia-China groupingon June 23.

The Indian decision to go ahead with the ministerial lexehange has created an opening forekealation of
tension alonghe Line of Actual Contralith the Russian diplomatic sources indicating that they support
GO2y a0 NHZOGADBS RALFE23dz2S¢ 20SNJ GKS GSyarazy Ay St al

What is RIC?

Conceived by the theRussian foreign ministéfevgeny Primakov in 1998.

The group was founded onthe basisioS Y RAy 3 A (& &dzoaSNIA
GNBYySgAy3a 2fR GASa 6A0GK LYRAI FyR T2
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Significance and potential of the grouping:

Together, the RIC countries occupy oY8rpercent of the global landmass and contribute to over 33 percent
of global GDP.

Allthree are nuclear powersnd two,Russia and China, are permanent members of the @H&ugity Council,
while India aspires to be one.

The trio could also contribute to creatimgnew economic structure for the world.

They could work together odisaster relief and humanitarian assistance.

Importance of RIC for India:
1 It forms the core othe Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).
91 Indiais in a geostrategic sweet spot today.
f ltisimportant for Indiaasan & LA NAY 3 L2 gSNJ G2 oS | of
hegemonin both the maritime and continental spheres.
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Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is RIC group? When was it founded?
2. WTQ establishment and objectives.
3. Whatis G20?
4. What is Paris agreement?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of RIC grouping.
Link:
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiato-take-part-in-meetingof-ric-grouping/article31864247.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

7. IndiaChina border dispute: Importance of Pangong Tso
Why in News?
Amid military talks, reports of Chinese builg atPangong

Why there is a dispute here?

TheLine of Actual Control (LAG}he line that separates Indian and Chinese troops since 1§68erally runs
along the land except for the width &angong Tso.

Here it runs through water. Both sides have marked their areas announcing which side belongs to which
country.

India controls abou#t5 km stretch of the Pangong Temd China the rest.

The current site of confrontation &purs jutting out of Chang Chenman eastern extension of thi€arakoram
RangeThesespursare calledingers.

o’ o ;::‘:

Who controls what?
There areeight of them in contention herelndia and China have different understanding of where the LAC
passes through.
9 India has maintained that the LAgasses through Finger &hich has been the site of the final
military post of China.
1 India has been patrolling the areaostly on foot because of the nature of the terraiap to Finger 8.
But Indian forces have not had active control beyond Finger 4.
1 China, on the other hand, says thAC passes through Fingerl2has been patrolling up to Finger 4
mostly in light vehicles, and at times up to Finger 2.

What is happening now?

1 The current impulses of China seem to be guide@3fykm Daulat Beg OleiDarbukShayok roadlt
extends up to the base dfie Karakoram passyhich is the last military posDaulat Beg Oldiés the
highest airfield in the world. This road, when complete, will reduce the travel time from Leh to Daulat
Beg Oldie from two daye six hours.

1 The latest Chinese move is also part of its @rgn strategyto gain greater control of the aredt was
under this design, China had built road up to 5 km on the Indian side of the LAC in 1999, during the
Kargil war with Pakistan.

Why Chia wants to encroach areas alongside Pangong Tso?
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1 Pangong Tso is strategically crucial as it is very cloSausul Valleywhich was one of the battlefronts
between India and China during the 1962 war.

1 China appears to keep India constricted in the radig taking strategic advantage of looking over the
Chusul Valley, which it can do if it advances along Pangong Tso.

1 China also does not want India to boost its infrastructure anywhere near the LAC. China fears it
threatens itsoccupation ofAksai Chirand LhasaKashgar highway.

1 Any threat to this highway also puts Chinese rather imperialist plaRakistaroccupied territories in
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir, and beyond in Pakistan.

About Pangong Tso:

Pangong Tso literally translates irddconclave lake"Pangongneansconclavein Ladakhi andsomeansa
lakein Tibetan language.

Situated at over 14,000 feet, Pangong Tso or Pangong Lakels 135 km long.

It isformed fromTethysgeosyncline.

It isa salt water lake.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis LoC and how is it established, geographical extent and significance?
What is LAC?
Where is Nathu la?
Where is Pangong Tso?
Who administers Akashi Chin?
Where is Naku La?
7. Who controlswhat in Pangong Tso lake region?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India and China.
Sources: the Hindu.

oA wWN

8Ly O02NRSNJI OfFAYAaE NBAYIFAAYAYy3I {2
(Before understanding this article, you need to know the following:
i State-centrism has given the state structure the propriety to be the sole arbiter of disputes, if any,
among communities and regions falling within the territorial limits of nation states.
1 As per this principlet isthe state that articulates, defines, andread Sy G a aylF GA2y | f
negotiations with other states.)

Now,2 KI 1Qa G4KS A&aadzsSkK
Border disputes, such as Kalapani displtd&y5 d KI Yy Rf SR¢ NI (nikhth ik giviid y o | RR
dispensation of South Asian statecratft.
The main problem here is that the decisidltav from withina
state-centric paradigm.
1 People living in the disputed regions and their emotior
are not taken into account. S EPAL
1 Often,territorial boundaries are valued more than A R
lives, livelihoods and the welbeing of the people
located at the edges of nation states.
What we forget is countries hemot only share cultural and
OAGAt A&l GAZ2Yy LT o0 O 3NER dzs&da
porous border.

- f

&

Need of the hour:

South Asia is perhaps the most natural regional grouping of
states around the world. And, at the same time, it is also the most difficult and contested grouping.
South Asia needs to be rethought, not as a region déstaut asa region of regions.

www.insightsonindia.com 79 InsightslAS

| dz

-
&b
O\



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

It is a land whereontact zoneshould exisbeyond the limits of territorial boundaries shared by the
member-states.
CKSNBE A& | ySSR (2 32 06Seé2yR (GKS LJLJzZ I NJ RBowl G S
YdzOK | NBF KIFIad 0SSy aSYyONRI OKSRé¢ dzLlRry o6& 6KAOK &
It is because such questions seem to be troubicnthose who are to maintain their lifeworld at those zones

9 In a certain sense, the people living at the edges of nation statésmwiouth Asia do not actually

belong to any of the two nation states.

9 Orin other wordsthey belong to both the states at the same time.
Plurality, differences and inclusivitipring coherence to borderland ontology; they defy the logic of singular,
unifying, exclusive identities that the nation states privilege.

Way ahead

Both India and Nepal, and for that matter, other South Asian countries need to rethink South Asaias
ofregions0 ST2NBE G(KSe& adzooYAlG G2 GKS SydAOSYSyidethats |
ontologically empty but materially more rewarding.

wS3IA2Y YR NBIA2YyLFf ARSYdGAGE I NB ymay IR GA & a@zizSa

accommaodate this rather naturally drafted way of doing politics, if we are genuinely concerned about South
Asian geopolitics.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/inborder-claimsreimaginingsouth-asias
boundaries/article31940545.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting I ndiads interests.

1. Global Vaccine Summit

Context Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modicently addressethe virtual Global Vaccine Summitosted by
UK Prime Miister Boris Johnson in which over &untries- business leaders, UN agencies, civil society,
government ministers, Heads of State and country leaders participated.

Overall the summit raised almof7bnto Gavi, the international vaccinalliance.India pledged 15 Million US
Dollars

Background
The virtual summit this week comes against the backdrop of the University of Oxfordsafdstrials for a
potential vaccine to protect against coronavirus. However, it has a wider remit d$khepes it would help
raise the funds required for Gavi to vaccinate over 300 million childeayainst infectious diseases in the
world's poorest countries over the next five years.

What is GAVI? ; ; %;—l'\ﬁrr'\\mw\-\

. . , , o unicef & "GATES fosndesion
Created ir2000 Gavi is an international organisatiqra global 7 N
Vaccine Alliancebringing together public and private sectors phmm (@) e woRLD sank

with the shared goal of creating equal access to new and

\

dzy RSNHza SR @I OOAySa F2NJ OKAf - e 7
countries coveRNMENTS GOVERNMENTS
Members Gavi brings together developing countigd donor \ /
governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the W| vacane m:m;gm

Bank, the vaccine industry in both industrialised and developi e~

countries, research and technical agencies, civil society, the H
& Melinda Gates Foundation and other private phitaropists.

Main activities:

www.insightsonindia.com 80 InsightslAS

G
U

N

V' S

22

NI



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-border-claims-reimagining-south-asias-boundaries/article31940545.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-border-claims-reimagining-south-asias-boundaries/article31940545.ece

1. D! +L Qa A0GNrGS3e adzl2NIia AdGa YAaaizy (2 al @S
access to immunisation in poor countries.

2. LG O2yiNRodziSa G2 I OKA S Oheyebpnieit Soals byXoduSimy om I G A 2 |/ &

performance, outcomes and results.

3. lts partners provide funding for vaccines and intellectual resources for care advancement.

4. They contribute, also, to strengthening the capacity of the health system to defiveunisation and
other health services in a sustainable manner.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Members of GAVI?
2. Largest contributors to GAVI?
3. Who organised global vaccine summit recently?
4. How much has India pledged to GAVI?
5. What is a vaccine?
6. What are differemtypes of vaccines?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of GAVI.
Sources: pib.

2. Naval liaisons at RMIFC and EMASOH

Context

India is looking to podtlavy Liaison Officerat the Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIKC)
Madagascar and also #te European maritime surveillance initiative in the Strait of Hormfar improved
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).

About Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC):

The RMFIC functions under the aegishef Indian Ocean Commission (I0&)which India becaman
Observer in March 202@long with Japan and the United Nations.

It is based iMadagascar

It isdesigned to deepen maritime domain awarenebg monitoring maritime activities and promoting
information sharing and exchange.

About the European maritime surveillance initiative in the Strait of Hormuz:
The EMASOH headquarters@nposed of Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands and French officers and based
at the French naval base in Abu Dhabi.

¢ KS | th ifonifodmaritime activity andguarantee freedom of navigation in the Persian Gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz¢

It wasstarted by France in February 2020.

How this will help India?

CKAA gAfft 0S Ay GKS 2@SNI f  InflnatioryFustor Cehté EGNBIER y 3 €
Ocean Region (IFOR)in Gurugram with other IFCs and become the repository for all maritime data in the
IOR.

Additional information:

About Indian Ocean Commission:

Founded in 982 thelOC is an intergovernmental organisation comprising famallisland states in the

Western Indian Ocearthe Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (a French department), and Seychelles.
It wasinstitutionalized in 1984by the Victoria Agreement irSeychelles.

Following a request from New Delltie IOCgrad SR 20 ASNIWSNJ adl Gdza G2 LYRA

34th Council of Ministers.

In 2012 the IOC was one of the four regional organisations to launch the MASE Programiie European
Unionfunded programme to promote Maritime Security in Eastena &outhern Africa and Indian Ocean.
The Commission hasSecretariat which is located in Mauritius.
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About the Information \ = = Y S =7
Fusion Centre for ' : = '

Indian Ocean Region
(IFCIOR):

The Navy set up the
IFCIOR in December
2018 within the
premises othe
Information

Management and Sy W —
Analysis Centre (IMAC) gg;w/\ - e 3

in Gurugranto track g N
maritime movements - o
in the region.

France became the first country to deploy a Liaison Officer at thellBRfollowed by the U.S. and several
other countries including Australia, Japan and thnited Kingdom have announced their intention to post LOs.
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InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis IOC?
When and how was it established?
Who are the members and observers?
How France is involved in this?
What is IFCIOR?
What is RMIFC?
Who established EMASOH?
8. Locate Persian Gulf and strait of Hormuz.
Mains Link:
Discuss how observer status at the Indian Ocean Commission help India secure its strategic objectives.
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indialooksto-deploynavalliaisonsat-madagascaabu
dhabifor-information-exchange/article31828272.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

Noohkwn

Topi cs: Ef fect of policies and politics of d
interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Why China is opposing THAAD defence systems in South Korea?
What is THAAD Defence system?

THAADis an acronym foferminal HighAltitude Area Defense

It isa transportable, grounebased missile defense system.

Thisanti-ballistic missile defense systeimas beerdesigned and manufactured by the US company Lockheed
Martin.

How it operates?

THAAD isoupled with spaceébased and grond-based surveillance stationsyhich transfer data about the
incoming missile and informs the THAAD interceptor missile of the threat type classification. THAAD is alarr
about incoming missiles by spabased satellites with infrared sensors.

Where allit has been deployed?
South Koregthe UAE, Guam, Israel and Romania.

What is this South Kore&hina controversy over THAAD about?
1 US has &ase in South Kore&o, the US operatéddHAAD missile defense systemthis base.
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9 The US had previously announced that the deployment of this missile defense system was
countermeasure against potential attacks by North Korea, particularly after the country had engaged
in testing ballistic missiles.

1 This was felt necessary for the US because, in 20&fters escalated in the Korean Peninsula after
North Korea test fired a few missiles in the direction of US bases in Japan.

1 These moves by the US and by extension, South Korea, particularly angerad Chi

| KAY Il Qa ar®Baged® g Bllowing:

The systemhasinbuilt advanced radar system§ K & O2dzZ R GNJ O1 / KAyl Qa | Ol
The US having a presence in the regiparticularly through its many military bases in Japan and South Korea
particularly worrying for China.

A2

TKS ' { SESNIGa Ay¥tdzSyO0S 2@SNI { 2dzii K MyMEnlmiitary,R W LI v

diplomatic and economic interests in the region.

How this controversy has affected South Korea?
The impact of the controversy was nlimited to a diplomatic level, but had faeaching consequences.
1. When the controversy first arose in 2017, China had hit South Km@aomically South Korean
businesses, including large conglomerdtmad their diversified operations hampered.
2. Post his development in 2017, tourism from China to South Korea fell drastically.
3. {2dziK Y2NBI Qa4 SYyGSNIFAYYSydG AyRdzaidNE gAldySaa
China by Kop stars being forced to cancel as a result of this controversy.

4. South Korean cosmetics and beauty products that are extremely popular in China also withessed the

sales being impacted, due to calls on social media to boycott South Korean products.

TR ©
The system has a track d%b ﬁ-ﬁ? G:A

record of 100% mission Radiar == Giccher
success in flight testing Commications Spwoct eyl
since 2005. 1) N 2 : © : O

* Radar detects :  The target I Interceptoris * Interceptor uses
+ incoming threat. *  is identified + fired from +  Kkinetic energy

I  and engaged. :  truck-mounted : todestroy

:  launcher. :  incoming missile.

What next?

Following the deployment of replacement missitesv, Chim hasissued a statement urging the US not to

harm bilateral relations between Beijing and Seoul.

The US and South Korea have consistently maintained that these missiles are only to counter potential thre
by North Korea.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis THAAD?
2. US military bases worldwide.
3. Geographical locations of China and Korean Peninsula.
4. Sea and oceans surrounding China.

Mains Link:
l2¢6 ¢1 115 RSTSyOS aeaisSYy aSS8S1a (2 dzyRSNXAYS [/ KAy
Link:

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/thaanhissiledefencesystemsouth-koreaus-china6434536/
Sources: Indian Express.
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2. VisitingForces Agreement (VFA)
Context Thegovernment of Philippinesiassuspended plans to candile Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA),
RSFf GKFG Aa AYLRNIFYyG (2 21 aKAy3adz2yQa Y20Sa G2

Background

On February 11, thBhilippines officially sent a notice terminating the VFA to the United States through its
embassy in Manila.

Political analysts interpreted KS NBXJSNEFf Fa F airA3ady G(GKFd / KAYIl Q&
military assertivenessThe PhilippinesVietnam and Malaysia all have disputes with China about its territorial
claims in the South China Sea.

What is it?

Avisiting forces agreement (VFAg an agreement between a country and a foreign natiaming military
forces visiting in that country.

VFA spells ouhe rules, guidelines and legal status of the U.S. military when operating in the Philippines
The VFA also affirntee 1951 Mutual Defense Treatys well aghe 2014 Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreementt agreements that enable the U.Silitary to conduct joint exercises and operations in the
Philippines.

ThePhilippine Senate ratified the VFA in 1999.

Implicationsfor the US:
Terminating the VFA would leave the U.S. military without any legal or operational standing in the Philippine
TFYyR GKFEGQa | LINRPO6fSY F2NJ GKS IffAlyOSod 2 lafyK 2 dzi
defense agreements.

Implications for the Philippines:

The U.S. alliance and the VFA remain important to Philippine national security.

In contrast to high degrees of trust and support for the United States, Filipinos hold much more negative
attitudes toward Chinaandremainwe® 2 F . SA2Ay3Qa FOGA2ya Ay (KS {
The Philippine public has also soured on Chinese foreign investment. THehillgpine alliance and the VFA
therefore actas an insurance policy against Chinese threats.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Countriesbordering South China Sea.

2. Location of Philippines and key areas surrounding.

3. Whatis VFA?

4. Important military bases of USA around the world.

5. Difference between LOC and LAC?
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=GCK7FLJTA.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

3. What are Social Bubbles?

Why in News?

Many countries have started gradualiffing restrictions even as the number of cases of the infection
continues to rise.

One of the ways of effective social distancing strategies to keep the-Covdrve flat suggested by experts
include the idea o$ocial bubbles.
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What are social bubbles? " &
TheideaisbaseddnS ¢ %St f I yRQa Y2RSt| | ll il

& 6 dzo odn Bxaéldsi¥e social group that is allowed to meet w| N e

each other amid the pandemic. g ﬁx

Abubble is referredtoasdny RA @A Rdz £ Q& K20 h N s M
people that one lives withPeople may be allowed txtend m
their bubblesslightly to include caregivers or children who -

might be in shared care.
Thesepeopl®R2y Qi ySSR (2 A0S Ay (GKS alyYS K2dzaSK2fR 0o
New Zealand followed this approach during the lockdown and allowed the expansion of the bubbles as
transmission slowed and restrictions eased.

Benefits of these bubbles:
In case a member of the bubble develops symptoms, the entire bubble quarantines itself, preventing further
spread of the infection.

Bubbles allow those who are isolated to come into moreigacontact ando reduce the most harmful effects
of the current social restrictionsyhile continuing to limit the risk of chains of transmission.

Have they been effective?

Studies have shown th#ite concept of social bubbles proved effectifer NewZealand since it allowed
people who were isolated, vulnerable or struggling to receive the care and support they needed.

Such a policy can be afffective policy for other countries to encourage compliance with social distancing
regulationswhile meeting are and support needs.

Relevance of social bubbles at workplaces:

Social bubbles can also be applied by employers to create departmental or work unit bubbles of employees
For instance, for hospitals and essential workers, the risk of transmission caimipgised by introducing shifts
with a similar composition of employees. This could mean clubbing together employees based on their
residential proximity.

InstalLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Whatis a bubble?

2. Travel vs Social Bubbles?

3. Which countries have been ingrhenting social bubbles?

4. Name of the virus which caused COVID 19 disease.

5. Location of New Zealand on world map.
Mains Link:
What are social bubbles? How they can help contain the spread of Novel Corona virus?
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainagihat-are-sociatbubbles6444354/
Sources: Indian Express.

4. Cooperative security in Persian Gulf littoral

What is Persian Gulf region anahy is it so significant?

Thelands around the Persian Gudire shared byeight countries Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.

9 These countries amajor producers of crude oil and natural gaand thereby ontribute critically to

the global economy and to their own prosperity.

§ The area has approximateyo-t KA NR& 2F GKS 62NI RQa S & (-thid bfii
0KS 62NIRQA SA0AYIGSR LINRB@SY yIlFidz2N¥t 3JI & NB
This factor has added to thegeopolitical significance.

Aconsiderable amount of sea tradpasses through the gulgading to heavy traffic in the region.

R
a
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Given its significancéhe framework for stability and security in the region should have the following:
1. conditions of peace ahstability in individual littoral states;
2. freedom to all states of the Gulf littoral to exploit their hydrocarbon and other natural resources and
export them;
freedom of commercial shipping in international waters of the Persian Gulf;
freedom of acces®, and outlet from, Gulf waters through the Strait of Hormuz;
prevention of conflict that may impinge on the freedom of trade and shipping
prevention of emergence of conditions that may impinge on any of these considerations.

o oA w

Why this isimportant for India too?
 TheDdzA ¥ A& |y AyGSaANIt LINIL 2F LYRAIFQa WSEGSYyH
proximity and as an area of expanded interests and growing Indian influence.
1 India is dependent on the six Gulf Cooperation Council (i>62&tes for 42 per cent of its overall oil
imports; three of the top five oil suppliers to India are Gulf states.

T LYRAILY& YI1S dzLd G KS Ddzt ¥ & iwithin®estinated-78Bhificn indigh E LI}

nationals living and working in the regiocespecially in Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

1 ¢KS D/ / A& LY R»lbcrading gamhir Shich actainid far$104 billion of trade in
201718, nearly a 7 per cent increase from $97 billion the previous year. This is higher than bath Ind
ASEANrade ($81 billion) and Ind@EU trade ($102 billion) in 20118.
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InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Whatis GCC?

2. Middle East countries?

3. Strait of Hormuz?

4. Top oil producers of the world.

5. Persian Guifcountries in the region.
Mains Link:
Discuss whygtability and peace is important in the Persian Gulf region for India and the world.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/leadin-persiarqulf-littoral-cooperativesecurityis-
key/article31774318.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. China issues white paper on COY¥¥ight
Context China has issued a white paper on the country's battle against €@VIDRe document is titled
"Fighting COID-19: China in Action."

The paper explains:
China's prevention, control and treatment efforts in the battle against the virus, as well as the efforts made &
global level in international cooperation.

Highlights
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9 From early outbreak to an atlut nationwide effort to save as many lives as possible, the Chinese
Government has taken the most comprehensive, the strictest and the most thorough prevention and
control measures to combat the coronavirus outbreak.

1 China has made full use of the weapon to e battle against COVAL0.

1

and in its aftermath.

1 It has released information on COVIB in an open and transparent manner as required by law.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSk

US president Donald Trump and leaders of several countries have accused China of not being transparent
reporting the deadly disease, leading to huge human casualties and economic crisis across the world.
Recentlythe World Health Assmbly (WHA) the decisioamaking body of Geneviaased World Health
Organisation (WHO), passed a unanimous resolution to probe the origin of the virus. China also backed the
resolution.

Impact

The coronavirus has infected over 68,00,000 people and ki#ady4,00,000 across the world.

The US is the worst affected country with over 1.9 million cases and more than 1,09,000 deaths, while the t
number of cases in China stand at 84,177.

The global economywhich was in a sluggish recovery even beforeabenavirus outbreak, is now bound to
suffer a "severe recession" in 2020.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Locate Wuhan on Map.
2. Types of Coronavirus which affect humans.
3. UNScCobijectives and permanent members.
4. Countries in the South China Sea region.
5. Locate Tavan and Hong Kong.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/chinaexoneratesselfin-whitepaperon-covid-19-saysvirus
first-noticed-on-dec27/article31771194.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

6. Democrats unveil police reform bill

Context Top US congressional Democrats have unveiled-@hegillustice in Policing Acto overhaul police
practicesas Americangather daily to protest excessive use of force and systemic racism.

The legislation would make sweepidganges designed both to deter police use of force and hold officers
more accountable for abuses.

The legislation now needs support frdRepublicans

Background
This comes two weeks after the death of George Floyd, the black, unarmed man who died after a Minneapd
police officer knelt on his neck for nearly nine minutes.

The incident sparked natievide furor over sustained brutality against black Americans.

The bill proposes to:
1. wWSTF2NY dljdz- t AFASR AYYdzyAdGeéed F2NI 2FFAOSNERI Yl
violated to recover damages

2. Change the federal standard of crimiha? £ A OS 0 SKIF GA2NJ FNBY GoAftf Tdz

NEO]fSaada RAANBIFINRZé (2 | RRNBaa GKS RATTFAOdA
3. Start a federal registry of police misconduct and require states to report use of force to the U.S. Just
Department
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4. Banpolice use of chokeholds and carotid holds, and condition funding for state and local department
on barring the practices

5, {21L) 6KS-1¢228912FaSYyANDK g NNFryda Ay RNHzZZ OF 4Sa
money contingent on stoppingse of the warrants

6. DAGS G(GKS WdzadAO0S 5SLI NIYSYy:G adzolLl2Syl LI2g6SN
police department conduct
7. Provide state attorneys general with grants to carry out pattern and practice probes and create a
process foindependent investigations into uses of force
8. Require training on racial bias and implicit bias at the federal level, and condition state and local
funding on offering training
9. Curb transfers of militargrade weapons to state and local police
10. Classify Igching as a federal hate crime
- E - OF REPRESENTATIVES
a B MEMBERS OF SOTH CHAMBERS, MEETS TO 8 B
XK ' 2
. . u AMENDMENTS, AND VOTING.
- | B 2 -] B
x
x e %
R == EE
RS 11
gn =
Racismin the USA:
Despite the civil war over slavery, and the civil rights movement for dignity and eqgsgitgmic
discrimination and violence against blacks persists. Racism continues unabated.
What is Racism?
Racim is a systematic ideology, a complex set of beliefs and practices that, on the presumed basis of biolog
RAGOARSA KdzYlyAueée Ayiu2z2z 0KS WKAIKSNIR dza FyR | {269

What can it lead to?

It not only sustains a permanent group hierarchy but deeply stigmatises those designated as inferior. This s
of hierarchy provides a motive for sayhites to treat blacks in ways that would be viewed as cruel or unjust

if applied to members of theirwn group. For instance, contact with them is often regarded as contaminating,
polluting.

It should therefore be avoided or kept to a minimum.

wlk OAaY yIFddz2NT t AaSa | LIS NERnempled dihgutetiitated i sedldn@ asS NJ
sociceconomic deprivation but a sign of inherited low 1Q; blacks are predatory and are also seen to have an
innate streak of savagery, which unless kept down by brute force from time to time, might explode and dest
civilisation.

Need of the hour:
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Only a peackil movement to end institutionalised racism, with both blacks and white participants, quite like
0KS NBOSyd LINRPGSAaAdGa | FGSNJICf28RQa Ydz2NRSNE Ol y o)

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Presidential vs Parliamentary form of Govt.

2. How the Preglent of USA is elected?

3. US president vs PM of Indidey differences.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/internatioral/democratsunveitpolicereforms-after-georgefloyds
death/article31790188.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

7. International Religious Freedom (IREport
Context The U.S. State Department has released its anmbeinational Religious Freedom (IRF) Report

What is it?

Theannual Report to Congress on International Religious Freedal®so known ashe International Religious
Freedom Reportdescribes the status of religious freedom, government policies violating religious belief and
practices of groups, religious denominations and individuals, and U.S. policies promoting religious freedom.
The report isa survey of the state of religious fexlom across the world

Observations made on Religious freedom in India:

1. The reporttakes note of the change the status of Jammu and Kashmir, ti@itizenship
(Amendment) Act(CAA) and thidational Register of Citizen®NRC).

2. ltdiscusses in detaihob lynchings and antconversion laws and related issues.

3. Lawmakers failedThe report noteslssues of religiously inspired mob violence, lynching and
communal violence wersometimes denied or ignored by lawmakers

4. ItdetailsincRSy G0a 27F & O 2aml otk tgasfoinab vidleice.¢

5. The report also takes note tfie Babri Masjid decision by the Supreme Coarid thechallenges to
the 2018 reversal of #an on some women entering the Sabarimala temple.

Impact and implications
The reportoutlinesthe U.S. engagement with India on the issues.

USCIRRF RZ AY ! LINAt X NBO2YYSYRSR (2 {SONBGFINE 2F {@}(

religious freedom tdhe lowest gradet W/ 2 dzy G NB 2 F t | NI ThOIErrNIf StaeyisOS NI/
obliged to accept the recommendatian

tNBEO2YYSYRSR (KI G (K 8npasettimyeted sariRtiors yrilrdiar\gbvéringest agéncies
and officials responsibld 2 NJ a SOSNBE @GA2t I GA2ya 2F NBtAIA2dza T NJ
barring their entry into the United States citing specific religious freedom viglaic @

LYRAI Q& Sauzyasv
Indiahas& F AR G KS | {/LwCQa 4oAF&SR FyR (SyRSydA2da¢ (g
2y (KA& 2()()| A2ysS aArda YAANBLNBaSydlirzy KFa NBI

Note: Details on this issue have been covered in detavipusly on:
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/29/usci¥r2020-annuatreport/.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis USCIRF?
2. What are countries of particular concern?
3. What is CAA?
4. Whatis NRC?
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5. Which state in India has a NRC?
Mains Link:
How successful Indian polity has been in maintaining communal harmony in the Biate®s.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/usreligiousfreedomreport-takesnote-of-caanrc-jk-
status/article31798724.ece
Souces: the Hindu.

8. Sikkim Tibet Convention of 1890

Context The skirmishes and treandoff between Indian and Chinese troagidNaku La in Sikkirtast month,

in an area ofhe Line of Actual Contro]LAChas brought back the focus onto tihéstoricalSikkim Tibet
Convention of 1890

Experts say, as per this conventidtaku la belongs to IndieBesidest NA 2 NJ G2 {Al11AYQa Y
1975 China has officially accepted this demarcation.

What is the 1890 convention?
The treaty wasormalised between Britain and Chinese kingdom.
It wassigned at Calcutta Convention in 1890. Of the eight Articles mentioned in the treaty, Article 1 is of criti
significance.
As perArticle (1),it was agreed thathe boundary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest of the mountain
range separating the waters flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and its affluefram the waters flowing intdhe
Tibetan Mochu and northwards into other rivers of Tibet.
The linecommences at Mount Gipmochgn the Bhutan frontier, and follows the aboweentioned water
parting to the point where it meets Nepal territory.
However,Tibet refused to recognise the validity of
Convention of 1890 and further refused to carry it
effect the provisions of the said Convention.
In 1904, a treaty known asConvention between
Great Britain and Tibetvas signed at Lhasa.
As per the Convention, Tibet agreed to respect the
Convention of 1890 and t@cognise the frontier
between Sikkimand Tibet, as defined in Article (1)
of the said Convention.
On April 27, 1906, a treaty was signed between Grg “Siligun
Britain and China at Peking, which confirntiee INDIA
Convention of 1904 between Great Britain and SRS &{‘w\ e
Tibet.
Instalinks
Prelims Link:
Locate on theanap:

1. Nathu la.

2. Jelep la.

3. Doklam.
Article 1 of the above said convention.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chinadisregardinehistoricalcommitmentson-naku
la/article31796935.ece
Sources: the Hind
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9. SIPRI report on India China Nuclear weapons

Context
A new yearbook released Itlye Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).
¢ KS @& S ladddsse2the current state of armaments, disarmament and international seciirty
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What is SIPR

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIRidblished in 1966 &n independent international
institute dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms control and disarmament.

Based in Stockholrthe Institute provides data, analysasid recommendations, based on open sources, to
policymakers, researchers, media and the interested public.

What has it said in its latest report?
India and its neighbours:
1. All nations that have nuclear weapons continue to modernise their nuclear arsenals)ndilend
China increased their nuclear warheads in the last one year.
2. Chinais in the middle af significant modernisation of its nuclear arsendl.K A Y I Q & rsefiaaatl S |
gone up from 290 warheads in 2019 to 320 in 2020.
3. China is developing a sallednuclear triad for the first time,made up of new land and sdmsed
missiles and nuclearapable aircraft.
4. LYRAI Q& vy dzént up Fraxd 1300B i g0 to
150 in 2020.
5. Pakistan, too, is slowincreasing the size and diversity I Nuclear Warhead Reductions

of the nuclear forceslt has reached 160 in 2020. Continue Despite Global Tensions
6. BothChina and Pakistan continue to have larger Number of nuclear warheads by country in January 2020

nuclear arsenals than India. Changesince 2019
Russia @ 6,375 %-125

Global scenario: united States < [ NENRNETREEGEGEGEEE N-385

1. Togetherthe nine nucleararmed statest the U.S., ctina @20 7430
Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, India, France () 1250 sl

. United Kingdom 5f J§ 215 A+15
Pakistan, Israel and North Koreapossessed an et

Pakistan ® ] 160 10

estimated13,400 nuclear weapons at the start of 2020 i : @ @ ]
which marked a decrease from an estimated 13,865 s |0 | ; 20
nuclear weapns at the beginning of 2019. NorthKorea @40 | I

2. The decrease in the overall numbers Vagely due to
the dismantlement of old nuclear weapons by Russia
and the U.S.which together possess over 90% of the global nuclear weapons.

Source: SIPRI

Need of the hour:

The U.S. and Russia haeduced their nuclear arsenals undée 2010 New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(New START)ut it will lapse in February 2021 unless both parties agree to prolong it.

Therefore, efforts should be made to extetite New START or negotiate a new treaty.

The deadlock over the New START and the collapgbe dB987 SoviatU.S. Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and ShorteRange Missiles (INF Treaty) 2019 suggest that the era of bilateral nuclear
arms control agreements between Russia angl thS. might be coming to an end.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis SIPRI?
2. How many nuclear armed states are there in the world?
3. 2020 nuclear warhead inventories.
4. Comparison with previous report findings?
5. What is the New START treaty?
6. Which countries haveeduced nuclear warheads over the last year?
7. What is nuclear triad?
Mains Link:
Comment on the latest findings of 2020 SIPRI Yearbook.
Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiachinaexpandednuclearstockpilein-lastone-year
report/article31833890.¢e.

www.insightsonindia.com 91 InsightslAS

NJ


http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-expanded-nuclear-stockpile-in-last-one-year-report/article31833890.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-expanded-nuclear-stockpile-in-last-one-year-report/article31833890.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

10. U.S. Uighur rights Bill

Context
U.S. President Donald Trump has signed legislation calling for sanctions over the repression of China's Uig
Muslims.

Details

1 The Bill calls fosanctions against those responsible for repressiof Uighurs and other Muslim
ANRdzLJA AY [/ KA Y|l @here thé Uhigd Matioas esti@e®d thaf @dBesthan a million
Muslims have been detained in camps.

T LG aAay3aftsSa 2dzi G§KS NBIEheryQuangub, 2NEEdnIAVAAIA & fF SNIiFe2 N
NAIKGA GA2tFGA2yaé 3IALAyad GKSYd

1 The Bill alsealls on U.S. firms operating in Xinjiang region to ensure their products do not include
parts using forced labour.

Background

The United Nations estimates thatore than a millon Muslims have been detained in camps in the Xinjiang
region.¢ KS ! o{ ® {GF3dS 5SLINIHYSYyild KIFa | 0O0dzaSR / KAYySas
GNBAY3A (G2 o0lFaAroltte SNIrasS GKSANI OdzZ GdzNBE | yR KSA

Who are Uighurs?

Uighurs area Muslim minority communityO2 y OSY G NI 4§ SR Ay { K Rinjiahg plovidcE Q a
They claintloser ethnic ties to Turkey and other central Asian countrtean to China, by bruta and brutal

T force.

Why is China targeting the Uighurs?
Xinjiangis technicallyan autonomous region within China its largest region, rich in minerals, and sharing
borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan.

9 Over the past few decades, as economic prosperity has come to Xinjiaag,btought with it in large
numbers the majorityHan Chinesewho have cornered the better jobs, and left thigghursfeeling
their livelihoods and identity were under threat.

1 This led to sporadic violence, in 2009 culminating in a riot that killed 206ple, mostly Han Chinese,

Ay GKS NBIA2y Q& OFLAGEE ! NHY[A® ! yR Yiye 20KE

f Beijing also saydighur groups want to establish an independent stat¢ R> 0 SOl dzaS 2 F
cultural ties to theimeighbours, leaders fear that elements in places like Pakistan mayabsagaratist
movement in Xinjiang.

91 Therefore, the Chinese policy seetadhave been one of treating the entire community as suspect, and
launching a systematic project to chip awayesaéery marker of a distinct Uighur identity.

InstaThink
Prelims Link:

1. Who are Uighurs?

2. Where is Xinjiang?

3. Who are Han Chinese?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/trumpsignsbill-pressuringchinaover-uighurmuslim
crackdown/article31857627.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

11. What is GAFA tax?
Why in News?
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TheUnited States has reportedly pulled out of talkied at overhaulinghe global tax system for digital
giants.
With this, Francehas now confirmed afimpasse'on the secalledGAFA tax.

2 KFiQa GKS O2yOSNY y26K
France as well as U.K., Spain, Italy and others have imposed taxes on thedigitgddirms.
U.S. officials have slammed the moveslgsriminating against American firmg&nd say any new levies should
come only as part of a broader overhaul of international tax rules.
1 Now, the USwithdrawalfrom talksrisks reigniting a transatlaic trade spat.

Background

In January137 countries agreed to negotiate a deal on how to tax tech multinationals by 2686, under
the auspices of the OECD.

France, Britain, Italy and Spain have already sent a reply expressing their dési#geNd&S S 2y al FIF K NJ
the level of the OECD as quickly as possible

Additional information:

What is GAFA tax?

GAFA tax named after Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazas a proposed digital tax to be levied on large
technology and internet companieBrance has decided to introduce the tax (3% tax on revenues from digital
activities)

The rationale for having separate taxatioon digital firms:

1. Existing tax norms that are framed envisaging brick and mortar business models are not suitable to
regulate online services.

2. The technology companies differ from traditional businesses as a result of user participation in creat|ng
value, which, in turn, translates into revenue.

3. The often complex corporate structures set up by several companies thaedarge revenues from
major European economies but allow them slash their tax bills by shifting profits #alow
jurisdictions.(Base Erosion and Profit Sharing issue)

European countries in particular say thelledGAFAT Google, Apple, Facebook atmazont are
unfairly exploiting tax rules that let them declare profits in {@x havens, depriving them of a fair share of
their fiscal payments.

Digital tax in India:

India has the secondhrgest online users in the worldyith over 560 million interat users, and hence, from
the viewpoint of its tax revenue base, digital businesses could not be overlooked. However, as is the case i
other jurisdictions, Indian tax laws were suited for conventional business models such as brick and mortar
stores and this in dire need of an overhaul.

Recent Amendments:
To ensure that value created digitally is appropriately taxed; two significant amendments were introduced in
Indian taxation laws in the recent past

1. ¢KS a9ljdz f g1 FGAz2y [ S@e¢

Atax aimed at foreign digal companies has been in place since 2016 and levied a 6% tax payable on gross
revenues from online advertising services, which raked over Rs. 550 crores in fiscal ye20P®17

1 The new amendment, effective from April 1, 2020, essentially expands thaieation levy from
online advertising to nearly atinline commerce activitiedone in India by businesses that do not have
taxabk presence in India through applicability of 2% on its revenues.

1 Specifically, it is levied on consideration receivable by theramerce operator for supply or services
or facilitation of supply or service ©Person resident in India, Nemsident underspecified
circumstances such as through sale of data collected from a person resident in India, and Person who
buys goods or services through an IP address located in India.

Ub
™

2. ¢KS 02y OSLIi 2F G{AIYyAFAOLyld 902y2YAO0 t NBaSyoO
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Introducedfor the purposes of corporate income tax, which expanded to include the following:
1 Advertisement which targets a customer residing in India or who accesses advertisement through
internet protocol (IP) address located in India.

9 Sale of data collected from a persmesiding in India or who uses an IP address located in India.
9 Sale of goods/services using data collected from a person residing in India or who uses IP address
located in India.
Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. OECBobjectives, members aneligibility.

2. What is GAFA tax?

3. Which European countries have imposed tax on large digital firms?

4. What is the equalisation levy?

5. Applicability of this levy in India.

6. Applicability ofthedD2 Yy OSLIG 2F a{ AIYyATFTAOLYyid 902y2YAO t NBaSy
Mains Link:
What isGAFA tax? Which countries have imposed it? Discuss its significance.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/fanceslamsprovocationasus-haltsdigitattax-
talks/article31863363.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

12. Madhesis oppose new Nepal rule

Why in News?

Nepali opposition party leaders have opposed the planned changes in the existing citizenship rules that will
mostnot 6t & | FFSOG GKS Tl YAt A $héaMadhes rbgbiwhete@Qrasshadier kinship ||t a
with India is common.

However, the government defends its move by citindia's citizenship rules to justify the amendments the
Nepalese govt has brought

Proposed changes:
 The Billseeks to amendK S O 2 dzy (i NBE Q that would reduiy faréigh bmiarOniarried to
aNepali nationalto wait seven years for naturalised citizenship.
1 Iltincludes seven rights that a foreign woman married td\&pali national can exercise till she
acquires citizenship certificates.
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9 Lack of a citizenship certificate will not bar them from running any businesses and earn, use and sel
any fixed and movable assets, make profits through businesses and getihiokransaction of
property of any kind.

The bottom layer
Who are MadheShl') Why they are Concerned abOUt thes The plains of Madhes cover 22 of Nepal's 75 districts, 17% of the

Ch ang es? country’s area, and are home to over 50% ofits population. The land, a
narrow strip running along Nepal's southem border with India, is

T[ The MadheShi are reSidentS Of Tel‘ai region in the fertile and has a concentration of industries - yet, the region feels
. . deeply discriminated against by Kathmand
south of Nepal at the foothill of the Himalayas on e e

the border with India irBihar. O ancnr—|  mmtwiear | iamae
1 The Madhesis havcastes and ethnicity similar to | e okt ’
Bihar and eastern UP, with frequent inter %
marriages between families on either side of the -
border. \
1 They believe these changes will introduce ﬂww d
uncertainty and tension in the society and familieg

NG
1 Critics have termed the chges agacially e ’F AR » /

motivated. Bardiya

Banke
) ) ) Dang | ”'x Mﬂ

Changing ties between India and Nepal: et ‘ T
The move to amend the citizenship act comes days after R"mf:;.;i ‘ Jhapa
the Nepal government completed the procesgedrawing Y S e
0KS O2dzy tNBEQ&a LREAGAOIE Y| / “ o Sunsar dzii A 2
amendment,incorporatingthree strategically important | nda | | | | st
Indian areas, a move that could severely jolt relations wit ; Mabottar |
New Delhi.
These includeKalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh.
Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. Who are Madheshi people?

2. Where is Terai region in India?

3. OverviewofoL Y RAI Q& [/ AGAT SyakKALI ! YSYRYSyid ! OGo

4. bSLI £ Qa LINBLIR &SR I YSYRYSyGa G2 /AGAT SyakAL) ! Dic

5. Himalayan ranges in and around Nepal.

6. Locate Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh on map.
Mains Link:
Who are Madheshis? Why they are concerned about the chab@e® LJ2 A SR Ay bSLI f Qa /|A
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/madhesiwpposesnew-nepalrule/article31883935.ece#
Souces: the Hindu.
13. Japan to rename islands disputed with China
Context
A local councilassembly of Ishigaki cityin southern Japan has voted to rename an area, including islands
RAaLIzi SR 6AGK [/ KAYlF YR ¢FAgl Y SINANRHAS LINRAR2IOF Ti ARS/ Y
2 KFGQa | LILINE OSRK
It has approved a plan to change the naméhaf area covering the Tokyoontrolled Senkaku Islands
known by Taiwan and Chinathe Diaoyust FN2Y G C2y 23 KANREé (2 a¢2y2aKANP
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2 Kl GQa GKS AadaadsS yz2seK
Theuninhabited islands are at the centre of a festering ro
between Tokyo and Beijing.

BesidesTaiwansays the islands are part of its territory,
and also protested the move.

N+KOREA

Beijing
L

S. KOREA Tokyo e Pacific Ocean

JAPAN
CHINA

Shanghai e E China

Sea

About Senkaku Islands:

The Senkaku Islands dogated in the East China Sea
between Japan, the People's Republic of China, and the
Republic of China (Taiwan}he archipelago contains five
uninhabited islands and three barren rocks, ranging in siz
from 800 m2 to 4.32 km2.

O

Hong Kon
g " ST AN

Disputed Senkaku /
Diaoyu Islands

PHILIPPINES

What are the grounds for Japan's territorigbvereignty
over the Senkaku Islands?

The Senkaku Islands were not included in the territory which Japan renounced under Artithe Sah
Francisco Peace Treaty of 1986iht legally defined the territory of Japan after World War Il.

UnderArticle 3 ofthe treaty, the islands were placed under the administration of the United States as part of
the Nansei Shoto Island3he Senkaku Islands are included in the areas whose administrative rights were
reverted to Japan in accordance with the Agreement betwéggpan and the United States of America
Concerning the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands that entered into fak@&2n

What is China's claim?

China says that the islands have been part of its territory since ancient times, serving as importt fishi
grounds administered by the province of Taiwan.

Taiwan was ceded to Japartie Treaty of Shimonoseki in 189&fter the SinaJapanese war.

When Taiwan was returned in the Treaty of San Francisco, China says the islands should have been return
too.

What next?
The Senkaku/Diaoyu issue highlights the more robust attitude China has been taking to its territorial claims
both the East China Sea, the South China Sea and also on the Indian side.

Other border disputes of China:

It has island and maritie border disputes with Taiwan, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Vietham
the South China Sea and its extension.

The disputes include islands, reefs, banks and other features in the South China Sea including Spratly Islan
(with Vietnam, Phippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan), Paracel Islands (Vietham), Scarborough Shoal
(Philippines), and Gulf of Tonkin (Vietnam).

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. South China Sea disputd 5 I A 2 y &
2. Where are Senkaku Islands?
3. What isthe San Francisco Peace Treaty of 19517?
4. China Taiwan relations.
Mains Link:
I 26 | KAYIl Q&
Sources: the Hindu.

Ayo2ft SR O02dzy iNAS&EAQ Of I AY

' 33NBaarAdS SELFyarzyrald LRtAOe Aa 0

14.  Trump suspends-#B visas till yeaend

Context
USA has decided &xtend the 6Gday ban on immigrant and noimmigrant worker visas till the end of 2020.
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The ban is effective immediately so the processing of alllH&B, H2B, J and L visa categoris&nds
suspended.
1 H1B, H2B, J and L visa holdeas\d their spouses or children already present in the US shall not be
impacted by the new worker visa ban.

What are H1B, H2B, L and other work visas?
In order to fill a vacuum of highlskilled lowcost employees in IT and other related domains, the US
administration issues a certain number of visas each year which allows companies from outside the US to s
employees to work on client sites.
1. H-1B:Person is Specialty Occupatioho work in a specialty occupation. Requires a higher education
degree ofts equivalent.
2. L1 visasllows companies to transfer highly skilled workers to US for a period of up to seven years.
3. H-2Bvisasallow food and agricultural workers to seek employment in the US.
4. J1 Visaslitis for students on woHstudy summer programmes.

Why this order was issued?

To protect American jobsluring the ongoing pandemic. The entry of additional workers through th& HH
2B, J, and L nemmigrant visa programmes presents a significant threat to employment opportunities for
domestic workerdy undercutting their jobs.

How does it impact Indian IT companies?

Indian IT companies are amongst the biggest beneficiaries of the B Misa regimeand have since the
Mmphdna O2NYSNBR | fA2yQa aKINB 2F (GKS (G201t ydzyo
1 Indians had applied for as many as 1.84 lakB®oper cent of the total HLB work visas for the current

financial year ending March 2021.
The executive order has also made sweeping changdg®tbl1B work visa norms, which will no longer be
decided by the crrently prevalent lottery system.
1 The new norms will now favour highdkilled workers who are paid the highest wages by their
respective companies.
1 This could result in a significant impact on margins and worker wages of Indian IT companies which
sendthousands of lowcost employees to work on client sites in the US.

Criticisms and concerns:
This order has been criticised by the tech industry as well as politicians on both sides of the aisle as damag
to the U.S. economy.
1 Critics say, this order hdise potential to do permanent damagéo the USA's reputation of attracting
the best and the brightest.
9 The ban on issuing visas widirm employers, families, universities, hospitals, communities and delay
I YSNROIF Qa SO2y2YAO NBO2OSNERO®
1 Without highly skilled immigrants, the industry will slow dowrand the economy will worsen affecting
the timeline for a treatment and cure of Covi® as well.

Sources: the Hindu.

15. U.N:75 declaration delayed

2 K GQa GKS AaadzsSkK

Commemorative declaration markinpe 75th annivasary of the signing of the U.N. Chartbas been
delayed

Why?
Member states could not reach an agreement on phraseoldggy have objectetb the use ofa phrase
GAKIFNBR @AaArzy 2F | O02YY2y ¥FdzidaNB¢
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Because,hie phrased O2 YYdzy A G & G A I & Kib tldSely asBatzatettMidh thE @hiesy | ]

0 K
/] 2YYdzyAaid tEFNI& o6/t/ 0 FyR SalLlSOAltte /KAySasS t NBah

the world.

Who is opposing?
The Five Eyes the U.S., tha).K., Australia, New Zealand and Camadalong with Indiahaveobjected

TKS OdzNNByd AYLI aasS 02YSa G | GAYS 6KSy [/ KAYIl Qal NJ
Australia and the U.S., are strained.

Silence process:

With this objetion,tK S WaAf Sy O0SQ LINRPOSaa ol LINPOSRI:INBE o6& gKAO
raised within a stipulated timd)as beerbroken

However,China, on behalf of itself and Russia, Syria and Pakistan raised objections to the sheingp

broken.

What the countries demand?

¢tKS 202S8S0GAy3 O2dzyiNARSE 6 yiSR (GKS NBazftdziazy Gz N
coordination and global governance for the common good of present and future generations and to realize ¢ur
AKI NBR @QAaA2Yy F2NJ I o0SOGSNI FdzidzNBE |a Sy@Aaal3aSR Ay

75" anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter:

The Charter wasigned in San Francisco on June 26, 1848 came into force on October 24, 1945.

It isthe foundational treaty of the United Nations

Objectives Conceived above all as a means to save future geiogis from the scourge of war, the Charter
calls for the organization to maintain international peace and security; promote social progress and better
standards of life; strengthen international law; and promote human rights.

As acharter, it is a constituent treaty, andll members are bound by its articles. Article 103 of the Charter
states that obligations to the United Nations prevail over all other treaty obligations

What is Five #es?
Itis an intelligence alliance comprising Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United
States.These countries are parties to the multilatet¥8KUSA Agreemeng treaty for joint cooperation in

signals intelligence.

Origins It began in 1946 when the United States and the United Kingdom agreed to an open exchange of
intelligence on the communications of foreign nations. It was expanded when Canada joined the alliance in
1948, followed by Australia and New Zealand in 1956.

Instalinks:
Prelims Link:
1. Highlights of the UN Charter.
2. When it came into force?
3. Various UN organs.
4. Meaning of Silence process.
5. Five eyes.
Link:
https://www .thehindu.com/news/international/ur75-declarationdelayed/article31927129.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

16. ASEAN states warn of S. China Sea tensions
2 Kl GQa GKS AaadzsSkK
China has been pushing its presencthm Exclusive Economic Zonekother countries while claimants are

preoccupied tackling the COVID pandemic, prompting the United States to call on China to stapdsdzf f eé p Yy :

0 SKI OthetedzNE
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1 In April Beijing unilaterally declared the creation of new administrative districtsiamds in the
troubled waterways to which Vietham and the Philippines also have competing claims.

1
T

northernislands of Natuna.

Because of these incidentgietnam and the Philippines
have warned ofgrowing insecurity in Southeast Asia.
Besidesthe oft mentionedNine-Dash linethat China uses
as a basis for its claims in the watersmge agairat odds
GAGK LYR2YySaAlQa OflAY @K
legal basis.

Main Concen now:

One ofthe fundamental principles dhe Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAMN)s been to resolve
regional disputes by peaceful means. But over the years
the position of ASEAN on the South China Sea disputes
weakened its image internationally afalling to resolve
this issue would lead to questions being raised about its
credibility as an effective regional organization.

About the dispute:

It isa dispute over territory and sovereignty over ocean
areas, and the Paracels and the Sprattysvo island
chains claimed in whole or in part by a number of
countries.

CHINA TAIWAN
200 miles
7—00 - CHINA'S /
'0-DASH LINE'
South — yaRiTivE
na - pm
PARACEL ISLANDS /
\ LAY PHILIPPINES
“~" SPRATLY ISLANDS
. China, Taiwan, Malaysia, Brunei,
Philippines and Vietnam claim
VIETNAM sovereignty over all or parts of

these scattered islands and reefs.
Subt Reef)\‘;;. AL ‘ \‘Hughes Reef
Gagen'li;efs?"./ “: /
Fiery Cross Reéf —o & Mischief Regt
* Johnfon Sputh Reef

Cuarten;n Reef * /
\ .~ O Reefs China is
/ / building
oL !nlto artificial
Natuna Islands islands
BRUNEI—
INDONESIA

MALAYSIA

INDONESIA THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Alongside the fully fledged islandbere are dozens of
rocky outcrops, atolls, sandbanks and reefs, such as the
Scarborough Shoal.

Who Claims What?
1. China

claims by far the largegtortion of territorycl y | NB |

2. Vietnam

K2Gf@& RAALWzISa [/ KAYl Qa

In early April, Vietnam said one of its fishing boats was sunk by a Chinese maritime surveillance ves
In JanuaryChinese boat trespassed into Indonesexclusive economic zoradf the coast of the

A) 4

RSTARSRKOBAYIES aKAYHR
of miles south and east from its most southerly province of Hainan.

KA & G 2 NR 0vereignty OvOrahdziglangs béfdred A

the 1940s. Vietnam says it has actively ruled over both the Paracels and the Spratlys since the 17tkgCentur

and has the documents to prove it.

3. Philippines

both the Philippines and China lay claim to the Scarbor@&lgtal (known as Huangyan Island in Chiralittle

more than 100 miles (160km) from the Philippines and 500 miles from China.

4. MalaysiaandBrunei

Theylay claim to territory in the South China Sea that they say falls within their economic exclusésn a®n

defined by UNCLGShe United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Brunei does not claim any of the
disputed islands, but Malaysia claims a smallnumber of islands in the Spratlys

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Countries involved in the dispute.
2. What is nine dash line?
3. Disputed islands and their locations?
4. Important straits, passes and seas in the region.
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5. What is UNCLOS?

6. Locate Taiwan strait and Luzon Strait.
Mains Link:
Write a note on South China Sea dispute.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/aseasstateswarn-of-s-chinasea
tensions/article31927032.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

17. In 24 hours, Palestine faces an eqi$ial threat

Context
On June 24the UN Secretary General Anténio Guterredd a virtual meeting of the United Nations Security
Council thathe Israelit  f SAGAYALY O2yFtAO0G Aa 4 | a6l GSNEKS

1 The Israeli plans to annex parts of the WBank have alarmed the Palestinians, many Israelis and the
international community.
Such annexatonwouldiel Y2aid aSNRAR2dza GA2tlGA2Y 2F AYOaSNYI {

What needs to be done now?
He called upon the Israeli government to abandon its annexation plans andthekiktiddle East Quartetthe
United States, Russia, the European Union and the UN) to resume its mandated mediatory role.

2 KIFiQa GKS AaadzsK

¢KS !'b { SONB G N&beéhSougiedlintth@ dontext of theNsralilPrime Minister Benjamin
bSOl yel KdzQa todeddmIilsRaroudt 80% of the Occupied West Bank.

This will includeannexation of all the existing (post967) settlements in addition to areas surroundjrthem
and access roads.

2KFG A& 'YYSEFGAZ2Y Ay GKS AyGSNyrFriGaAz2zylrt f1F 6K 2KE
Under international lawannexation is forcible acquisition of territory by one state at the expense of another
state.

Such an act even if sanctifibg Israeli law is illegal under
international law and would violate the universally
acknowledged JNA Yy OA LX S 2F (GKS daA
F OljdA&aAdA2y 2F GSNNAG2NE

1 This is the accepted position of all international
legal bodies including the letnational Court of
Justice.

1 Evenghe Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (UN Human Rightgsdescribed
the annexation of occupied territory as a serious
violation ofthe Charter of the United Nations and
the Geneva Conventions.

1 Itis alsocontrary to the fundamental rule affirmed many times by the UN Security Council and the
General Assembly thaicquisition of territory war or by force is inadmissible.

SAUDI ARABIA

Where is West Bank?

It isalandlockedterritory nearthe Mediterraneancoastof Westem Asia,bordered byJordanto the east and
by the Green Lineseparating it andsraelon the south, west and northThe West Bank also contains a
significant section ofhe westernDead Seahore.

What are the disputed settlements here®Vho lives there?

1. The West Bank wasaptured by Jordan after the 1948 Arkdvaeli War.
2. lsraelsnatched it back durinthe Six Day War of 196a@nd has occupied it ever since.
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3. It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, and a similar number of smallerahform
settlements have mushroomed over the last2b years.

4. Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers many of them religiougionistswho claim a Biblical birthright over this
landt now live here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Overvew of the proposed West Asia Peace plan?
2. What is Six Day war?
3. About the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
4. Middle East quartet.
Locate the following on map:
1. Goals Heights.
2. West Bank.
3. Jerusalem.
4. Dead Sea.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in24-hours-palestinefacesan-existentiat
threat/article31948506.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.

1. Group of Seven @3) club
Context Calling the existing Group of Seveaf)&lubl  a S NE 2 dzi Rl (i S RUSPNRict) 2 F
Donald Trumphassaid that he wanted ténclude India,Russia, South Korea, and Australia in the group

What is G7?

TheG7, originally G8¢ | & &S0 dzLJ Ay mMdpTtp & Fy AYF2NXIf F2NYz
leading industrial nations.

The summigathers leaders from the European Union (EW) @re following countriesCanadaFrance

Germany Italy, Japanthe United Kingdonandthe United States.

How did G7 become G8?
1 Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 1998, which led G7 to become G8.
f  However, Russian President Vladimidzi A y Q& O2y RSYyl o6ftS | OG 2F Y2
Ukraine and conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the other G8 nations.
9 The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a consequence of its actid
and the group became G7 again in 2014.

How the G7 summit work®

The G7 nations meet at annual summits that greesided over by leaders of member countries on a
rotational basis.

The summit isn informal gathering that lasts two daysy which leaders of meber countries discuss a wide
range of global issues.

The groundwork for the summit, including matters to be discussed and falfpmeetings, is done by the
Gsherpag > ¢ K2 | NBsomlSepredeitativiestor mdBbers of diplomatic staff such as ambassadors.

Significance
G7 is capable of setting the global agenda because decisions taken by these major economic powers have
impact. Thusdecisions taken at the G7 are ntggally binding, but exert strong political influence.

What criticisms have been made of the G7?
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1. G7 gatherings tend to attract thousands of protestdvisiny protesters claim the GZwhich has no
representative from any African, Russian or Middle Eastation ¢ is completely outdated.

2. Protest groups also use the worldwide platform as a stage to lobby and campaign on issues that are
important to them.

3. Dt fSFRSNE FFNB ONBIUGAY3 | ¢ARRIF QI 002500Ks SASY (K
well as across the globe, according to a new report published bypnafit Oxfam International. As a
result,they are making the fight against alleviating poverty more difficult, claimed the report.

How can it be made more effective?
1. Work towardssmplementing tax models fahe rich individuals and corporations to ptoeir fair share
of tax.
2. Consider how new and existing wealth taxes could be used as a tool to fight poverty and inequality.
3. Invest in healthcare and education and provide aid to dgpiag countries.
4. Work towards limiting greenhouse gas emissions down to zero well beforeenidiry.

InstalLinks
Prelims Link:

1. G7vs G8vs G20.

2. Geographical location of member countries.
Mains Link:
Discuss the relevance of G7 countries today. Whatlteeeforms necessary to make the grouping more
effective?
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainaghatsthe-g7-grouptrump-sayswantsto-include
india-6436248/
Sources: Indian Express.

2. India is all set to be UNSC's yp@rmanent member

Context Indiais all set to becoma non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council for the
eighthtime.

Background

Elections will be held on June 17 by the UN General Assembly tdie¢eof the ten nonpermanent members.
India isthe single candidate in the AsiRacific groupand would return to the council after a decade starting
January 2021.

How are non permanent members elected?

Each yearthe General Assembly elects five nguermanent members out of a total of 10, for a twgear

term.

Distribution of seatsThese 10 seats are distributed among the regions thus: five for African and Asian
countries; one for Eastern European countries; two for Latin American and Caribbean countries; two for
Western European and other countries.

Of the five seats for Africa and Asithree are for Africa and two for Asia; there is an informal understanding
between the two groups to reservane for an Arab country. The Africa and Asia Pacific group takes turns eve
two years to put up an Arab candidate.

Elections

Elections for term$eginning irevennumbered yearselect two African members, and one each with
Eastern Europe, Askacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Terms beginnagHmumbered
yearsconsist of two Western European and Other members, and one each frorPagifc, Africa, and Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Votes
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Irespective2 ¥ g KSGOKSNJ I O2dzy GUNE A& | aOftSly af iine&isgto Ol y
secure the votes of twohirds of the members present and voting at the General Assembly sggsmimimum

of 129 votes if all 193 member states participate

When contestedthe elections for norpermanent seats can be fraught and can go on for several rounds, In
1975, there was a contest between India and Pakistan, which went to eight rounds. Pakistan won the seat t
year. In 1996, India lost a contestiapan.

About UNSC:

What is it?

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the organs of the United Nations and is charged with
maintenance of international peace and security.

Its powers includethe establishment of peacekeeping operatiotige establishment of international sanctions,
and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN body with the
authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.

Permanent MembersThe Security Councibasists ofifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France,
China, and the United Statest S NIJS | & fiva penanerg mRambeis. These permanent members can
veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including those on the admission ofambemstates or
candidates for Secretai§general.

Proposed reforms:
Reform of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) encomgdagsksy issues:
1. categories of membership.
2. the question of the veto held by the five permanent members.
3. regional represerdtion.
4. the size of an enlarged Council and its working methods.
5. the Security Counefbeneral Assembly relationship.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Name the permanent members of UNSC?
2. How arenon-permanentmembers elected?
3. Voting powers at UNSC.
4. How arenon-permanentseats distributed?
5. UNGA vs UNSC.
Mains Link:
Discuss why India should be given a permanent seat at the UNSC.
Sources: the Hindu.

3. International Criminal Court (ICC)
Context U.S. President Donald Trurhpsissued an executive order #orisingsanctions against individuals
involved in an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigatioto whether U.S. forces committed war crimes
in Afghanistan.
1 The order authoriseSecretary of Statéo block assets in the U.S. of I@@ployees involved in the
probe
1 It also authorise$o block entry into the U.S. of these individuals.

2 Kl tQa GKS OF aSk

ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda wants to investigate possible crimes committed between 2003 and 2014,

including alleged mass killings @fitans by the Taliban, as well as the alleged torture of prisoners by Afghan
authorities and, to a lesser extent, by U.S. forces and the CIA.

The ICC decidedfoy @SaGA AL 4GS F FGSNI LINPASOdzi2NARQ LINBEAYAYL
to believe war crimes were committed in Afghanistaand thatthe ICC has jurisdiction.

Why the US is opposing?
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Mr. Trump has repeatedigttackedThe Hagudased ICC setp to prosecute war crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanityHe says, the Couhias juisdiction only if a member state is unable or unwilling to prosecute
atrocities itself.

Besidesthe U.S. government has never been a member of the court.

About ICC:

ICJ vs. ICC

International Court of Justice (IC]) International Criminal Court (ICC)
La Cour Internationale de Justice (CI]) |[La Cour pénale internationale (CPI)
Year Court )
Established 1928 2002
Official court of the U.N., Independent. May receive case
UN-Relationshipjcommonly referred to as the "Worldreferrals from the UN Security
Court."” Council.
Location The Hague, The Netherlands The Hague, The Netherlands

Contentious between parties &
Advisory opinions

Sovereignty, boundary, & maritime
disputes, trade, natural resources, |Genocide, crimes against humanity,
human rights, treaty violations, war crimes, crimes of aggression
treaty interpretation, and more.

Types of Cases Criminal prosecution of individuals

Subject Matter

Assessed contribution from state
parties to the Rome Statute;
voluntary contributions from the
Funding UN-funded. U.N.; voluntary contributions from
governments, international
organizations, individuals,
corporations and other entities.

Thelnternational Criminal Court (IC@)¢ated in The Hagues the court of lastresort for prosecution of
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.

It isthe first permanent, treaty based, international criminal coudstablishedo help end impunity for the
perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the internata community.

Its founding treatythe Rome Statuteentered into force on July 1, 2002.

Funding! f 6 K2dza3K GKS [/ 2dzNIiQa SELISy&asSa | NB Fdzy RSR LINA
contributions from governments, international organisatioimglividuals, corporations and other entities.

Composition and voting power:
¢CKS /2d2NI Q& YIylF3aSYSyi sheSdemblydiSlated PhrfesphstE abad | (A 9
representative from each state party.
1 Each state party hasonevotey RSB O SFF2NIlI¢ KIaA G2 oS YIRS (2
consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote.
1 The Assembly is presided over by a president and two ypecesidents,who areelected by the
members to threeyear terms.

Criticisms

9 It doesnot have the capacity to arrest suspecand depends on member states for their cooperation.

9 Ciritics of the Court argue thé#ttere are insufficient checks and balances on the authority of the ICC
prosecutorand judges and insufficient protection agst politicized prosecutionsr other abuses.

1 The ICC has beeaccused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialismly punishing leaders
from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and more powerful states.

1 ICCcannot mountsuccessful cases without state cooperatisproblematic for several reasons. It
means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from taking on hard cas
and loses legitimacy

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
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1. Differences between ICJ and ICC.
2. Geographical locations of these organisations and overview of surrounding countries.
3. Doha accord between US and Taliban.
4. What is Rome statute?
5. Location of Afghanistan.
6. US taliban peace dealverview.
Mains Link:
Write anote on ICC.
Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/donaleirump-targetsiccwith-sanctionsover-afghanistan
war-crimescase/article31807047.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

4.L1 9! o6S3Aya YoGanm2ISNI LNl yQa vy

The Context:

Thelnternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAER) & SELINBaaSR aaBNAga © ¥ O8NBE

cooperate with its probeinto undeclared nuclear material in the country.

Observations made by IAEA:
1. Iran had failed to give its inspectors access to two sites the agency wanted to visit.
2.LNI'Y RARYQO FyagSN ljdzSaitAaz2ya | o2dzi GKSlyangs 2
and what had happened to it since.
3. ¢KSNB A& | 0A3 -feetiziotkpild, far ahoMd thé @vels pedndtedSihdbiithe 2015 pact.
4. Iran has reduced its compliance with the nuclear deal in response to sweeping U.S. sanctions.

What next?
LF LN}YYy FrAfa G2 FyasSN G§KS L !the UNSBecliridg€duichy@icfi BaE
previously imposed sanctions on Iran.

However, permanent members of the security council Russia and China have publicly played down the
signh O yOS 2F LNIyQa LI &d ydzOf SIFNJ 62N @

Why this oversight is necessary?

The suspected work aa uranium metal diskwhich could be used as a nuclear weapon component, and on
neutronst which are used to trigger a nuclear implosiopoint to Iranian work ora neutron initiator for a
nuclear weapons test or nuclear weapons device.

LN} yQa aid201LAES 26vnty drolihdBe6 dhcedzblirugighl ¢7%2 kikdrains. Fhdd puts
LN yQa ai201LAES 2F (GKS ydzOt SINJ FdzSt FI NI I 62@S |
With 1,000 kilograms of lowenriched uranium, Iran would likely have enough ttegial to fuel a single bomb
once the material is further enricheda process some experts believe could take as little as three months.

Can Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) be reinstated?
It is clear that the2015 JCPOA nuclear deal cannot $jniye reinstated.
Not only hadranbeen in breach okey JCPOA commitments from day one of the agreement, it has now made;
significantprogresgoward nuclear bomb capabilities over the lasto yearssince openly violating the
FaANBSYSyiQa &yonh OKYSY G NBAG NI

Asimple return tothe JCPOA, with its sunset claudesginning tdift almostall restrictions on enrichmerd
bare three years from nowyould allbut guarantee full Iranian military nuclear capability in a very

short period of time.

What wasthe iran nuclear deal?

Iran agreed to rein iits nuclear programme ira 2015deal struck witithe US, UK, Russia, China, France and
Germany.

Underthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCP®Ahran agreed to significanttyt its stores of
centrifuges,enriched uranium and heawyater, all key components for nuclear weapons.
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The JCPOA establishiae Joint Commissionwith the negotiating parties all represented, to monitor
implementation of the agreement.

Why has US pulled out of the deal now?

Trump and opponents to the deal siys flawed becausg gives Iran access to billions of dollars but does not
I RRNBaa LNFyQa adzlJl2 NI T 2 Nite BahsiantiHeib&l&h. Thep fotelsnd 2 v a A
R2Say QNI Yd2Mb R Stodistie rhidsies/aind tigat the deal phases out by 2TB@y say Iran has
lied about its nuclear program in the past.

About IAEA:
Setupasi KS 62NX RQa a! (i2Ya HABRwithirdhe On8ed Ngioh&Efanyih T | G A2y A
Reportsto both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.
Headquartersin Vienna, Austria.

Functions
1. Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and
peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
2. Seeks to promote the peacefulaisf nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose,
including nuclear weapons.

Board of Governors:
1 22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic divensitglected by the General
Conference (11 members every yead year term.

1 Atleast 10 member states nominated by the outgoing Board.

1 Board members each receive one vote.

1 Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget.

1 Responsible for publishing IAEA standards.

1 Responsible for making mostthie policy of the IAEA.

91 Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval.
Programs

1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).

2. Human Health Program.

3. Water Availability Enhancement Project.

4. International Project on Innovative Nucleleactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis JCPOA? Signatories.

2. lIran and its neighbours.
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN.
4. Members of IAEA.
5. Programs of IAEA.
6. Board of Governorscomposition, voting and functions.
7. What is Uranium Bichment?
Mains Link:
Write a note on JCPOA.
Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iaeebeginsmeet-over-iransn-
programme/article31836260.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. Global Iniative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID)
Why in News?
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China has released genome sequencing data for the coronavirus responsible for a recent outbreak intBeijin
has shared this data with’HO and GISAID.

What the data suggest?
1. Atleastoneofi KS AGNI Aya GASR G2 (GKS /KAySaS OFLRAGLH
shown similarities to a strain found in Europe.
2. lLocal confirmed infections had been recorded for five consecutive days in two areas, apparently
referencing Beijing andhe neighbouring province of Hebei.

Background
Beijing has seen 183 confirmed cases since the outbreak last week at the Xinfadi market and the situation f
prevention remains very grave

What is genomic sequencing?
Genomic sequencing is a technique thlbws us to read and interpret genetic information found within DNA
or RNA.

Why is it important to understand the genomic sequence of COXLE?

TheSARSC0oV2 genomess it is formally known, has about 30,000 base pairs, somewhat like a long string with

30,000 places where each one of these occupy one of four chemicals called nucleotides.
9 This long string, with its unique combination of nucleotides, is what uniquely identifies the virus and i
called its genomic sequence.
1 Alook at virus genome sequendesm patient samples that test positive for COMI® helps

researchers to understand how the virus is evolving as it spreads. So far, there are over 1,06QCOVID

genomes that have been published worldwide.

Therefore, sequencing is necesshecause:
1. It helps track the transmission route of the virus globally.
2. It can determine how quickly the virus is adapting as it spreads.
3. It identifies targets to therapies.
4. ltis required to understand the role of gofection.

What is GISAID?
TheGISAID latform was launched on the occasion of the Sixiyst World Health Assembly in May 2008.
GISAID is a global science initiative and primary source for genomic data of influenzaavid.esas the novel
coronavirus responsible for COVID.
f In 2010the Federal Republic of Germany became the official host of the GISAID platfogmR 9 LJA
database providing sustainability of the platform and stability througputslic-private-partnership
with the GISAID Initiative to this day.
1 In 2013the EuropeanCommissiorrecognized GISAID as a research organization and partner in the
PREDEMICS consortiumproject on the Preparedness, Prediction and the Prevention of Emerging
Zoonotic Viruses with Pandemic Potential using multidisciplinary approaches.

Key role

The Initiative ensures thaipen access to data in GISAID is provided fodecharge to all individualshat
agreed to identify themselves and agreed to uphold the GISAID sharing mechanism governed through its
Database Access Agreement.

InstaLinks
Preims Link:
1. What is Genome Sequencing?
2. How it works?
3. RNA vs DNA.
4, Who administers GISAID.
Mains Link:
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What is genome sequencing? How it helps prevent the spread of COVID 19?
Link:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirughinapublishesgeneseqguencegrom-
latestspike/article31869387.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

6. Eurasian Group on Combating Moneyindering and Financing of
Terrorism (EAG)

Context
India attendedthe virtual 32ndspecialEurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of
Terrorism (EAG)lenary meeting,under the aegis athe Financial Action Task Force.

What is EAG?
The EAG ia regional body comprising nine countrieBidia, Russia,liha, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Belarus.
Established in 2004, it @ associate member of the FATF.
1 Thefounding conferencavas heldin Moscow on October 6, 20@&hd wasattended by six founding
countries:Belarus, Kzakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.
1 In 2005 and 2010 the group was expandedinaludeUzbekistar{2005),Turkmenistar(2010)
andIndia(2010).
1 TheAgreement on the Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism
was signed in Moscow in June 2011, grantimg EAG the status of eegional intergovernmental
organization.

The main tasks of the EAG:
1. Assisting membestates in implementing the 40 FATF amibney laundering Recommendations and

the 9 Special FATF Recommiations on combating terrorist financing (FATF 40+9 Recommendations).

2. Developing and conducting joint activities aimed at combating money laundering and terrorist
financing.

3. Implementing a program of mutual evaluations of memitates based on the FATF40
Recommendations, including assessment of the effectiveness of legislative and other measures
adopted in the sphere of AML/CFT efforts.

4. Coordinating international cooperation and technical assistance programs with specialized
international organizationdyodies, and interested states.

5. Analyzing money laundering and terrorist financing trends (typologies) and exchanging best practice
of combating such crimes taking into account regional specifics.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis EAG?
2. When was iestablished and who are its founding members?
3. Whatis FATF?
4. Black vs Grey list?
5. Members of EAG vs FATF.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fatfindianofficialsattend-virtual-eagplenary
meet/article31871464.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

7. China to join UN arms trade treaty

Context

bFGAZ2YFE t S2LXBNEQA 2/ AINBBEIA & iekldhsl reagtRegilak | & @ 2|

conventional arms saleat a time when the country has been cornered over its handling of pandemic and
OdzZNPAYy3 2F | 2y3 Y22y3aQa ldzizy2Yeo
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This comes after US Presidé@anald Trummnnounced plans last year to pull the United States out of the
agreement-- which entered into force in 2014.

What does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to do?

It has the ambitious aim of responding to international concern that the $70 billion a year trade in conventional

weapons leaves a trail of atrocities in its wake.
The treaty calls fothe international sale of weapons to be linked to the human rights records of buyers.
It requires countries to establigiegulations for selling conventional weapons.
9 It calls forpotential arms deals to be evaluatenh order to deternine whether they might enable
buyers to carry out genocide, crimes against humanity, or war crimes.
1 The treaty also seeks frevent conventional military weapongrom falling into the hands of
terrorists or organized criminal groupsnd to stop deals thavould violate UN arms embargos.

What types of conventional weapons deals does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to regulate?
Conventional weapons covered by the UN Arms Trade Tréatjudetanks and other armored combat
vehicles, artillery, attack helicoptersaval warships, missiles and missile launchers, and small arms.
It also establishesommon international standards for the regulation of the international trade in
ammunition, weapons parts, and arms components.

Thetreaty does not regulate the domestisale or use of weapons in any countriy.also recognizes the
legitimacy of the arms trade to enable states to provide for their own security.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. 2 Kl 6 Qa O2@SNBR dzy RSNJ G6KS GNBF ek
2. When it came into force?
3. How manysignatories?
4. Has India joined the treaty?
5. Who countries have pulled away from the treaty?
Sources: the Hindu.

8. Pakistan to remain on FATF grey list
Context
Pakistan is likely to remain dhe grey listof the Financial Action Task Force (FATdf)failingto comply with

“

GKS 3t206lf GSNNBNRAG FAYFIYyOAy3a ¢l 6OKR23Qa RS Rf A

2 Kl GQa 0KS AaadzsSkK

Atan FATF meeting in Februaty,a f I YF 6 F R KIFIR 06SSy G2tR OGKIFG WIff
prosecute and penalise terrorist financing by June, the watchdog would take action.

Atthe Paris plenarytooii KS C! ¢ C KI'R SELINBaaSR aSNA2dza 02y OSNJ
point action plan in line with the agreed timelingsvhich endkd in September 2019.

Implications
f 2A0K tI1Aa0F yDrS 0Py HRBilkbdaificalt@ogitie colntry to get financial aid
from the IMF, the World Bank, the ADB and the European Union.
91 This will furtherenhance problems for the natiowhich is in a precarious economic situation.
1

Also, there igvery possibility that the global body may put the country inK S W. £ | O1 [ A 3 (i

About FATF:

It isan inter- governmental bodyestablished in 198®n the initiative ofthe G7.

Its Secretariatis located atthe Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development(OECDheadquarters inParis.

Member CountriesThere are 39 member of FATF, representing most financial centres around the world. Th
includes 2 regional organisatiorSCC and ETheFATF Plenary is the decision making body of the HATF.
meets three times per year.
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What is blacklist and grey list?

Black ListCountries known as Ne@Gooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTSs) are put in the blacklist. Thes
countries supporterror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly,
adding or deleting entries.

Grey ListCountries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put
in the FATF grey list. Thnelusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist.

142}

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. G7vs G8vs G20.
2. Black vs Grey list.
3.INB Cl¢CQad RSOA&A2YEA OAYRAY3I 2y YSYOSNI O2dzy i NA ¢
4. Who heads the FATF?
5. Where is its secretariat?
Mains Link:
Whatis the mandate and objectives Bfnancial Action Task Force? Discuss its importance forqiikistan
relations.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistarto-remainon-greylistof-terror-financingwatchdog
fatf/article31908685.ece

Sourcesthe Hindu.
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GENERAL STUDZBS

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

1.2 K8 a22R2Q3a R24YyINFRSR LYRAFQ&a N

Contexta22R&Qa LyP6aa?2RRas@a@dedd XS D2 JSNY YSy l-curédhcyl y R
and localcurrency longerm issuer ratingsta . I I o ¢ T NIRsvatedithat thetodtlgok remained
onegativee @

Implications

The latest downgrade reducésdia to the lowest investment grade of ratingsnd bringsa 2 2 R@ Q& NJI
the country in line with the other two main rating agencies inthewortd{ G I Y RIF NR 9 t 2 2 N2
A rating downgrade means that bonds issued by the Indian governrdent NS y2¢ G NRA &1 A SN
0SO0FdzaS 6SIF1SNI SO2y2YA0 INRSGK YR g2NBSYAYy3a FA:
2 KSY LYRALlF Q& a2 @S NBikbacpgmebldostiernforthelriianRyaveryhridNasihv8liRSall
Indian companies to raise funddecause now the world sees such debt as a riskier proposition.

¢KSNB NB F2dz2NJ YFAY NBlazya: gKé az22ReéeQa Kla GF1$

1. Weak implementation of economic reforms since 2017

2. Relatively low economic growth over a sustaimpeaiiod.

3. A significant deterioration in the fiscal position of governments (central and state)

4, ' YR GKS NRaAy3d aagNBaa Ay LYRAFQa FAYyFIYyOAlFf a
2 KIG R2Sa ayS3alFiaAa@dSe 2dzift 221 YSI YK
a¢ K S )f S 3l lj A @ Qilonﬂndm'l, fﬂﬁtlﬂiﬂy N\B T Credit Rating Scales by Agency, Long-Term
reinforcing, downsile risks from deeper stresses in the . m -
economy and financial systerthat could lead to a more M‘::':” ﬁ' ——
severe and prolonged erosion in fiscal strength than Aal AA+
aZQRéQé} OdNNBydte LINP2SOUg 2= AR . o
Ly LI NUAOdzZf I NE az22ReQa KI 3 AL A+ USy
challenges to fast @nomic growthd dzOK | & a6 S :; : Upper medium grade
infrastructure, rigidities in labor, land and product Baal BBB*
YIEN] SGaz | YF N:)\ aly3 FTAYyly( Sas? ss8 Lower medium grade L
Inotherwords} ay S3Al GABSE AYLI AS — T : o | SR
down further. Ba2 5 R

Bl B+

2 KFG A& az22ReéQa 2dzif 221 2 B2 B Highly speculative 2 0
per capita income? c::1 o?:-c Substantial risk
a22Reé Q& SE el GlPdo conyfadRtby 4D in thg | ca2 Extremely speculative
current financial yearThereafter it expects a sharp faad T
recovery in 202222. But over the longer term, it states = c recovery
GANRGUK NI GSa FNB tA1Ste ; 5 - defaus S NJ
LI adé o /

KS&@ 20aSNBIGA2ya YIRS 6@ az22ReéQay
a2NB (KIy G662 @SIFENRBR 323 Ay HLYyRIYDENING Aiimya di22 K&
outlook. At that time, it expectedthat STFSOG A GS AYLIX SYSyGlaGAaAz2y 2F 1Se@
a2 @SNB A Iy Qa througiBaRyfadual banfeEidtentSniprovement in economic, institutional and fiscal
strength.

But those hopes were belied. Since that upgrade in 2017, implementafion B T2 N a KI & 0SS
YR KlFa y20 NBadzZ 6SR Ay YIFGSNAFIET ONBRAG AYLINRGZS
az22Ré&Qao

The low effectiveness of policy and the resulting loss of growth momentum is evidenced in
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4.2%t the lowest annual growth in a decade

Worsening government (both Centre and statevel) finances.

Each year, the central government has failed to nieetiscal deficit (essentially the total borrowings
from the market) target. This has led &osteady accretion of total government debt.

= =4

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Comparison of credit rating scales by various agencies.
2. What is GDP?
3. What is a negative dlook?
Mains Link:
2 KFG az22ReéQa R26yY3INIRS YSIya F2NILYRAFK 1 2¢ Al
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?0rgld=G6N7FFRdmadgeview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

(el V3

2. Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
What is PLFS?
PLFSiE Y RA I Q& 7T hdédd Surve@hich divés@Milnates diey employment and unemployment
indicatorslike the labour force participation rate, worker population ratio, proportion unemployed and
unemployment raten rural households annually and on a quarterly basis for the urban households.
1 The PLFS also gives the distribution of educated and unempl@ggdep which in turn can be used as
a basis for skilling of youth to make them more employable by industry.
1 The survey was launched in 2017 and the first annual repastreleaseqJuly 2017June 2018),
covering both rural and urban areas, in May 2019.

Definitions:

Labour Force Participation Raté is the percentage of people in the labour force (those who are working or
seeking or available for work) in the population

Worker Population Ratids the percentage of employed people.

Unemployment rateshows the percentage of people unemployed among the labour force.

Unemployed A person who is unable to get work for even an hour in the last seven days despite seeking
employment is considered unertgyed

Key findings:
1. L ¥y Runkentpdyment rate fell between July 2018 and June 20t&%.8% from 6.1% during the same
period of 201718, even ashe labour force participation rate rose to 37.5% from 36.9%.
2. Theworker population ratio also increasedp 35.3% as against 34.7% in the 2a1
3. Urban unemployment rate reducetb 7.7% in 20189 from 7.8% and in rural India to 5% from 5.3%.
4. Female participation ratémproved in both urban and rural Indiduring the period under review,
going up to 18.6% in 2018 from 17.5% the year before.

Challenges ahead:

Toretain the falling trend in unemployment rate in 20220, which has witnessed a long nationwide lockdown
between March and June to prevent tepread of Covid 9, resulting in job losses across sectors.

According to monthly data from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Econamgmployment rate in India shot

up significantly from 7.87% in June 2019 to 23.48% in May 2020.

Instalinks

Prelims Link

Please go through data and numbers mentioned in the above article. Fanegployment rate in urban
areas, rural areas, changes etc.
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Mains Link:

Critically analyze the state of unemployment and the political discourse around it in India.

Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiasunemploymentrate-sawa-smaltdip-in-201819-says

survey/article31752146.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

3. Shapes of economic recovery
Contextty az2aid SO2y2YAaila

I NB dzy'l YA Y2dz

1 The difference of opinion is only about the extent of this contraction.

9 The range varieBetween minus 4% to minus 14%.

aKIF G

Ay GKS

Many economists are of the opinion that after hitting rock bottom this year, the economy will start its recover

in the next financial year (20222).

What should be the ideal shape of the economic recovery for India?
Giventhe weakness of the economy going into the Covid crisis as well as the less than adequate fiscal stimuylus,

LYRAF A& ftA{1Ste
Shapes

The Zshaped recoverysthe mostoptimistic scenarioin which
the ecoromy quickly rises like a phoenix after a crash. It more
than makes up for lost ground (think revengeying after the
lockdowns are lifted) before settling back to the normal trend

line, thus forming a-&haped chart.

In V-shaped recoveryhe econony quickly recoups lost ground
and gets back to the normal growth tretide.

A Ushaped recoverys a scenario in which the economy, after
falling, struggles and muddles around a low growth rate for
some time, before rising gradually to usual level

A Wtshaped recoverys a dangerous creature growth falls
and rises, but falls again before recovering yet again, thus
forming a Wlike chart.

The Lshaped recoverys the worstcase scenario, in which
growth after falling, stagnates at low levels and does nobvec
for a long, long time.
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The Jshaped recoverys a somewhat unrealistic scenario, in which growth s i s s e
rises sharply from the lows much higher than the tréimé and stays there.

o 8 8 ¥ 858 383§

Other shapes:
1. There is alsthe Swoosh shapedecovery,similar to the Nike logo in between the Wshape and the
U-shape. Here, after falling, growth starts recovering quickly but then, slowed down by obstacles,
moves gradually back to the treflithe.
2. There is alsthe Inverted square root shaped re@very. Financier George Soros, who coined this term
years ago, explained that while there could a rebound from the bottom, the growth slows and settles
step down.

Factors responsible:
Theshape of economic recovery is determined by both the speed anédion of GDP printsThis depends
on multiple factors including fiscal and monetary measures, consumer incomes and sentiment.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Have a brief overview of various curves mentioned above.
Sources: the Hindu.

4. Rising forexeserves and its importance

Contextty ! YAR LI YRSYAOS LYRAIQ& FT2NBAIAY SteROEbiENS NB
mark soon.

In the month of Mayforex reserves jumped by $12.4 billion to an-iine high of $493.48 billior{around Rs
37.30 lakh crore) for the week ended May 29.

Important fact for Prelims:
Thelevel of foreign exchange reserves has steadily increased by 8,400 per cent from $5.8 billion as of Marc
1991 to the current level.

What are forex reserves?

Forex reserves amxternal assets in the form of gold, SDRs (special drawing rights of the IMF) and foreign
currency asset¢capital inflows to the capital markets, FDI and external commercial borrowings) accumulated
by India andcontrolled by the Reserve Bank of India.

Why they are important?

1. Official foreign exchange reserves are held in support of a range of objectivespiserting and
maintaining confidence in the policies for monetary and exchange rate managenraitiding the
capacity to intervene in support tfie national or union currency.

2. It will alsolimit external vulnerability by maintaining foreign currency liquidity to absorb shocks during
times of crisis or when access to borrowing is curtailed.

Why are forex reserves rising despite the slowdown in taeonomy?

Rise in investment in foreign portfolio investoiis Indian stocks and foreign direct investments (FDIs).
Fall in crude oil pricebas brought down the oil import bill, saving the precious foreign exchange.
Overseas remittances and foreign tralehave fallen steeply down 61 per cent in April from $12.87 billion.

2 KFiQa (KS AAAYATFAOLYOS 2F NRaAy3d FT2NBE NBASNBS:
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The rising forex reserves give a lot of comfort to the government and the Reserve Bank of hnainaging
LYRAI Qa SE in& firicil issugéia tihefuined the economic growth is set to contract by 1.5 per
cent in 202621.

L da®ig cushion in the event of any crisis on the economic frant enough to cover the import bill of the
country for a year.

The rising reservesalre also helpethe rupee to strengthen against the dollar.

Reserves will provida level of confidence to marketthat a country can meet its external obligations,
demonstrate the backing of domestic currency by external assets, assist the governmeatingnits foreign

exchange needs and external debt obligations and maintain a reserve for national disasters or emergencies.

2 KSNB FINB LYRAFQ& FT2NBE NBaSNwsSa {SLIK
The RBI Act, 193drovides the overarching legal framework for deployment of reserve#fferent foreign

currency assets and gold within the broad parameters of currencies, instruments, issuers and counterpartie$.

As much as 64 per cent of the foreign currency reserves is held gethgities like Treasury bills of foreign
countries,mainlythe US.

28 per cent igleposited in foreign central banks.

7.4 per cent is alsdeposited in commercial banks abroad

India also held 653.01 tonnes of go&s of March 2020, with 360.71 tonnes being held overseas in safe
custody with the Bank dEnglandand the Bank for International Settlements, while the remaining gold is held
domestically.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Components of forex reserves?

2. Who handles it?

3. Does RBI earn any returns on them?

4. Trends in forex reserves over the last decade.
MainsLink:
5Aa0dzad K26 NRAAYy3I FT2NBE NBaASNWS&a || NB o0SySTAOALIf
Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explaindddia-forexreservescovid-19-economiccrisis
6448701/
Sources: Indian Express.

5. Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan launched

Context

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the meé@arib Kalyan Rojgar Abhian' aimed to boost livelihood
opportunities in rural India amid the ongoing Ccti@ crisis.

Highlights of the scheme:
1 The first priority of the scheme ie meet the immediate requirement of workers who have gone
back to their districtsby providing then with livelihood opportunities.
The focus is also amral citizens.
It is afocused campaign of 125 days across 116 districts in six stat@grk in mission mode.
Public works worth 50,000 crore rupeés be carried out under the scheme.
It includesfocused implementation of 25 different types of worlo provide employment and to
create durable infrastructure.
1 The villages will join this programniteroughthe common service centres andrishi Vigyan Kendras.

=A =4 =4 =9

Implementation of the scheme:
The scheme wibe a coordinated effort by 12 different ministries including rural development, Panchayati Raj
Road transport and highways, mines, drinking water and sanitation, environment, railways, petroleum and
natural gas, new and renewable energy, borderddlecom and agriculture.
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Why these 6 districts were chosen? 116 Districts account for ~67 Lakh migrant
. . workers (approx. 2/3 of returnee migrants)
PostCOVIBL9 lockdownmaximum migrant

workers haveeturnedto thesesix states. SNo.  SateName  piswis  MTE!
1 These districts are estimated to cove W&E"‘;“&'J‘“‘?ﬁ’f Bihar 32 12
about 2/3 of such migrant workers. o G e == ”“ o
1 The chsendistrictsinclude 27 " Hadabradeh 2

Rajasthan 22

aspirational districts.

Odisha 4

o o s W N e
O N

B 116 Target Districts Jharkhand 3

Significance of the scheme: Total Districts 116 27
The jobs selected in the campaign will enabl
proper utilisation of the strength and skill of people. It will also enable the government to convert Covid crisi$
into an opportunity.

The campan will contribute towards provision of modern facilities, such as internet connectivity, laying of
optic fibre cables, to increase internet speed in villages, so that children in villages are able to study and lealn
like those in cities.

Instalinks
Preims Link:
1. Districts covered under the scheme.
2. What are aspirations districts?
3. Types of works covered under the scheme.
4. What are CSCs?
5. Various ministries involved in the implementation of the scheme.
Mains Link:
Discuss the features and significance ofshheme.
Sources: the Hindu.

6. International Comparison Program

Context

TheWorld Bankhas released neWurchasing Power Parities (PPRs) reference year 2017, under
International Comparison Program (ICR)at adjust for differences in the cost iWing across economies of
the World.

Globally 176 economies participated in 2017 cycle of ICP.

What is ICP?
International Comparison Program (ICRh&slargest worldwide datacollection initiative, under the guidance
of UN Statistical Commission (UNSC)
1 The goal is of producir@gurchasing Power Parities (PPRd)ich are vital for converting measures of
economic activities to be comparable across economies.
1 Along with the PPPs, the ICP also prodiRrése Level Indices (PLI) and other regionally compéab
aggregates of GDP expenditure.
9 The next ICP comparison will be conducted for reference year 2021.

India and the ICP:
1 India hagarticipated in almost all ICP rounds since its inception in 1970.
1 TheMinistry of Statistics and Programme ImplementatiaaNational Implementing Agency (NIApr
India, which has the responsibility of planning, coordinating and implementing national ICP activities
9 India has also beeaco-Chairof the ICP Governing Boaralong with Statistics Austria for the ICP
2017 cycle.

Worldwide status:
1 Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) of Indian RypereUS$ at Gross Domestic Product (GDP) level is
now 20.65 in 2017 from 15.55 in 2011.
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1 Exchange Rate of US Dollar to Indian Rupenow 65.12 from 46.67 during same period.
1 Price Level Idex (PLK the ratio of a PPP to its corresponding market exchangea regeised to
compare the price levels of economies, of India is 47.55 in 2017 from 42.99 in 2011.

LYRAIQa LIRaArAdGAz2yyY
1. In 2017, India retained and consolidated its global positiothashird largest economyaccounted
for 6.7 percent ($8,051 billion out of World total of $119,547 billion) of global Gross Domestic Produ
(GDP)n terms of PPPs.
2. China (16.4%) and Unit&tates (16.3%), respectively.
3. India is alsahird largest economy in terms of its PRfased share in global Actual Individual
Consumption and Global Gross Capital Formation.

—

REGIONAL STATUS: ABKCIFIC REGION:

1. In 2017 India retained itsregional position, as thesecond largeseconomy,accounted for 20.83 % of
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in terms of PPPs.

2. China was at 50.76% (first) and Indonesia at 7.49% (third).

3. India is also second largest economy in terms of its RiABed slare in regional Actual Individual
Consumptionand regional Gross Capital Formation.

4. Among 22 participating economies in ABacific region, th®urchasing Power Parities (PPPs) of
Indian Rupee peHong Kong DollafHK$) at Gross Domestic Product (GDPglés now at 3.43 in
2017 from 2.97 in 2011.

5. The Exchange Rate of Hong Kong Dollar to Indian Rupeew at 8.36 from 6.00 during same period.

What is PPP?
The rate at which the currency of one country would have to be converted into that of anothetrgdo buy
the same amount of goods and services in each country

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is ICP? Who conducts it?
Co Chair of the ICP Governing Board for the ICP 2017 cycle.
UN Statistical Commission (UNS@mposition and functions.
What is PP?
What is PLI?
LYRAFQa LISNF2NXIYyOS G GKS 3ft20Ff FyR NBIA2Y|
7. Comparison with previous year performances.
Mains Link:
/I 2YYSYyild 2y LYRAIFIQA& LISNF2NXYIyOS Ay GKS wamt LYyGSNy!
Sources: pib.

oghswWN

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.
1. Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF)

Context In an effort to give a push wigital paymentsacross the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is
setting upa Payment Infrastructure Development Fund (PI@FRs 500 are.

All you need to know about the fund:
Objective This fund has been created to encourage acquirers to deploy point of sale (PoS) infrastructure, both
physical and digital, in tie3 to tier-6 centres and north eastern states.
Contributions to the furd: The RBI has made an initial contribution of Rs 250 crore covering half the fund. The
remaining will come from the card issuinganksand card networks operating in the country.

Management The fund will begoverned through an advisory coundiut it will be managed and administered
by the RBI.

Need for and Significance
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Over the years, payments ecosystem in the country has evolved with a wide range of options such as bank
accounts, mobile phones, cards, etc.

To provide further fillip taligitisation of payment systemsit is necessary to give impetus to acceptance
infrastructure across the country, more so in underserved areas.

The fund is also in line with the measures proposethiyvision document on payment and settlement
systems in India 201-2021.

The enhanced ability of PoS infrastructure is suppdsedduce demand of cash over tim&y 2021, there will
be around 5 million active PoS by 2021.

Acceptance Development Fund:
In a similar move, last year, the RBI had also proposed to set up an Acceptance Development Fund which v
be usedo develop card acceptance infrastructure across small towns and cities.

The Fund will be usett ensure growth ofcard acceptancénfrastructure such as swipe machines across the
country particularly in Tier Ill and Tier VI cities.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. PIDFcontributions, management and objectives.
2. RBigovernors and Deputy governetenure and appointment.
3. What are POS8evices?
4. Who manages ATM network in India?
5. What is opportunity cost?
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rhireates500-cr-fund-to-boostpayment
infrastructure/article31761067.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

2. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code

Context: The government promulgated awdinance to amend the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
whereby fresh insolvency proceedjs will not be initiated for at least six months starting from March 25 amid
the COVIEL9 pandemic.

Default on repayments from March 25, the day when the nationwide lockdown began to curb-C®VID
infections, would not be considered for initiating inseey the proceedings for at least six months.

Lyazf odSyOeé LINRPOSSRAYy3Ia g2dA R y2i 6S AYAUAFGSR ¥z
X A

of six months or such further period, not exceeding one year from such date, as may be nytifidd K A

Eb2 LK AOFIGA2Y aKFff SOSNI 6S FAESR F2NIAYAGAL G
RSOG2NI F2NJ 6KS aFAR RSFlLdzZ & 200dz2NNAYy3I RdzNAYy 3 @K

The ordinance suspends sections 7, 9 and 10 on grounds that:

1. the pandemic has created uncertainty and stress for business for reasons beyond their control

2. the nationwide lockdown has added to disruption of hormal business operations

3. in such circumstances it would be difficult to find adequate number of resolution apfditar a

distressed/defaulting business

The suspension will also curb operational creditors, such as vendors and suppliers, from filing insolvency
proceedings against corporate debtors. It will also block corporate debtors froffilisgffin order to
restructure debt.

Background

Section 7, 9 and 16f the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 allow for insolvency filings by financial
creditors, operational creditors and the corporate debtor itself.
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Implications
While the ordinance is intended to prwle respite to the corporate debtor, taking away recourse under IBC wil
only mean ballooning of the liabilities without resolution.

Certain provisions in the amendment can spring unwarranted consequences and open up the possibility of
gross misuse of thieeway by wilful defaulters and fraudulent promoters.

Suspending Section 10 of the Code will also hurt businesses stuck in the vicious cycle of debt and wanting {o

exit.

What is insolvency and bankruptcy?
Insolvencyis a situation where individuals ormmganies are unable to repay their outstanding debt.

Bankruptcy, on the other hand, is a situation whereby a court of competent jurisdiction has declared a persom

or other entity insolvent, having passed appropriate orders to resolve it and protect ths nfjthe creditors.
LG A& | €S3rft RSOtINIGA2Yy 2F 2ySQa AylLoAfAade G2

About the IBC:

The IBC wasnacted in 2016replacing a host of laws, with the aim streamline and speed up the resolution
process of failed businesses.

The Code also osolidates provisions of the current legislative framework to fercommon forum for
debtors and creditors of all classes to resolve insolvency.

The code stipulates thahe resolution process of a stressed company will have to be completed in a
maximum d 270 days.

When does the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) apply?

In March this year, the government raistite threshold for invoking insolvency under thiCto Rs 1 crore
from Rs 1 lakhvith a view to prevent triggering of such proceedings against small and medium enterprises tk
are facing currently the heat of coronavirus pandemic.

The Code creates various institutions to facilitate resolution of insolvency. These afellasvs:

Insolvency Professionalgs specialised cadre of licensed professionals is proposed to be created. These
professionals will administer the resolution process, manage the assets of the debtor, and provide informati
for creditors to assist thermidecision making.

Insolvency Professional Agenci€Ehe insolvency professionals will be registered with insolvency professional
agencies. The agencies conduct examinations to certify the insolvency professionals and enforce a code of
conduct for their peformance.

Information Utilities: Creditors will report financial information of the debt owed to them by the debtor. Such
information will include records of debt, liabilities and defaults.

Adjudicating authorities:The proceedings of theesolution process will be adjudicated by the National
Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT), for companies; and the Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT), for individuals. Th
duties of the authorities will include approval to initiate the resolution process, appoinngwvency
professional, and approve the final decision of creditors.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board@he Board will regulate insolvency professionals, insolvency professional
agencies and information utilities set up under the Codibe Board will consi of representatives of Reserve
Bank of India, and the Ministries of Finance, Corporate Affairs and Law.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. What is insolvency and bankruptcy?
2. Various institutions established under the IBC code.
3. NCLTcomposition andunctions.
4. What are debt recovery tribunals?
5. Sections 7, 9 and 10 of IBC.
Mains Link:
Discuss how suspension of initiation of fresh insolvency proceedings will help shield companies impacted b
the outbreak of Covid 9.
Sources: the Hindu.

www.insightsonindia.com 119 InsightslAS

LJF

at

e



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/IBC

3. What is a rightsssue?

Why in News?

Many companies includingeliance Industries Limiteahindra finance, Tata Power, Shriram Transport
Finance among others plan to raise funds (aggregating to over Rs 10,000 crore) thigbtgylssueamidst the
Covid19 pandemic.

What isrights issu@

It isan offering of shares made to existing shareholdensproportion to their existing shareholding.
1 Companies often offer sharesa@rights issue a discount on the market price.
1 Rights issues angsed by companies seeking to s& capital without increasing debt.
9 Shareholders araot obliged to purchase shares offered in a rights issue.

Why are companies going for rights issue in current times?

Forarightsissuél KSNBE A& y2 NBI dzA NB Y Safdian approval kdmNie Koartl & S NB Q
directors is sufficient and adequate. Therefaitee turnaround time for raising this capital is short and is

much suited for the current situationunlike other forms that8 Ij dzZA NE a K NEK2f RSNEQ |
some time to fructify.

Thus the rights issue are a more efficient mechanism of raising capital.

What were the temporary relaxations provided in the wake of Co\vi@ by SEBI?

Sebireduced the eligibility requirement of average market capitalisation of public shareholdimmgn Rs 250
crore to Rs 100 crore for a fast track rights issuance

It alsoreduced the minimum subscription requiremeritom 90 per cent to 75 per cent of the issgize.
Also,listed entities raising funds upto Rs 25 crores (erstwhile limit was Rs 10 crores) through a rights issue
are now not required to file draft offer document with SEBI.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. SEBIcomposition and important functions.

2. Whatis rights issue?

3. Who can avalil it?

4. How is it different from conventional shares?
Link:https://indianexpress.com/article/explaed/reliancecompaniesgoingfor-rightsissuecovid19-
pandemie6452544/

Sources: the Hindu.

4. RBI proposes comprehensive framework for sale of loans

Context RBI has released draft Framew@R{NJ f¥S 2 F [ 2}y 9ELR &dz2NB&AQ®
The move is aimed #ilding a robust secondary market for bank loans that could ensure proper price
discovery and can be used as an indicator for impending stress.

What are loan sales?
Loan sales may be resorted to by lenders for any reasons rangmgsfrategic sales to rebalance their
exposures or as a means to achieve resolution of stressed assets by extinguishing the exposures.

Highlights of the draft:

1. Standard assetsvould be allowed to be sold by lenders through assignment, novation or a loan
participation contract (either funded participation or risk participation).

2. Stressed assetwould be allowed to be sold only through assignment or novation.drtigymay be
sold to any entity that is permitted to take on loan exposures by its statutorggulatory framework

3. The draft lays downorms for sale of NPAs to Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) also buy bac
of NPAs in case the AR@smnage to turn them into standard assets.

4. The draft also proposds do away with the requirement oMinimum Retention Requirement (MRR)
for sale of loandy lenders.
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Relevance
1 These guidelines will bapplicable to commercial banks, all financial institutions, ndsanking
finance companies and small finance banks.
1 The directions will bapplicable toall loan sales, including sale of loans to special purpose entities for
the purpose of securitisation.

Significance of these guidelines:

A dynamic secondary market for bank loans will ensure proper discovery of credit risk pricing associated with

eachexposure, and will be useful as a leading indicator for impending stress, if any, provided that the volum
are sufficiently large.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/rbimoots-comprehensivenormsfor-saleof-loans/article31781755.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

5. Housing Finance Companies
Context
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed stringent norms for housing finance cempanie

Proposed norms include:

1. '4 tSrad pm: 2F ySiG aasSia akKz2dZ R 0S Ay (KS
should be towards individual housing loans.

2. Such HFCs which do not fulfil the criteria will be treatetlBEQ; Investment and €dit Companies
(NBFACCsand will be required to approach the RBI for conversion of their Certificate of Registratior
from HFC to NBFICC.

3. The NBFICCs which want to continue as HFCs would have to follow a roannagke 75% of their
assets individuahousing loans.

4. The target has been set at 60% by March 31, 2022, 70% by March 31, 2023, and 75% by March 31,
2024.

5. It hasalso proposeé minimumnet2 6y SR Fdzy R 0bh@&0 02 VLI NBEROKNER NB
9EA&GAYI 1 C/la 62df BAKRIKEY 62 eNSBINDK yRmp HONBDONE N.

What are qualifying assets?

¢ KS w. L RSTAYS Rislgalisad irfdigidqudsioyarolipofandividuals, includingprrative
societies, for construction/purchase of new dwelling units, loarigdividuals for renovation of existing
dwelling units, lending to builders for construction of residential dwelling units.

Regulatory oversight:
A housing finance company is considereda-aony { Ay 3 FAY I YyOALlf O2YLI y@
regulations.
1 A company is treated as an NBFC if its financial assets are more than 50% of its total assets and ing
from financial assets is more than 50% of the gross income.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/rbio-tighten-rulesfor-home-finance
firms/article31854231.ece#

Sources: the Hindu.

6. Urban, multiState cooperative banks to come under RBI supervision
Context

To ensure that depositors are protected, the Centre has dedidéding all urban and multiState cooperative
banks under the direct supervision of the Reserve Bank of India (RBBB.Union Cabinet has approved an
ordinance to this effect.
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How were these banks regulated so far?
Currently, these banks come und#ual regulation of the RBI and the Registrar of-Gperative Societies.
1 The role of registrar of cooperative societi@scludes incorporation, registration, management, audit,
supersession ofdmrd and liquidation.
1 RBIis responsible faegulatory functions such maintaining cash reserve and capital adequacy, amon
others.
Cooperative banks areegistered underthe States Cooperative Societies AGhey come undethe regulatory
ambit of the Reerve Bank of India (RBI) under two laws, namiklyBanking Regulations Act, 1949, and the
Banking Laws (Coperative Societies) Act, 1955.

What necessitated this?

This comes afteseveral instances of fraud and serious financial irregularitiesluding the major scam at the
Punjab and Maharashtra &perative (PMC) Bank last year.

Ly {SLISYOSNE GKS w.L ¢Fa FT2NOSR (2 adzZSNOSRS ¢

Implications of the latest move:
Empowerthe RBI toregulateall urban and multistate ccoperative bankson the lines ofcommercial banks.
It will also providemore security to depositors.
9 There are 1482 urban eaperatives banks and 58 mufttate caoperative banks.
1 These banks have a depositor bas®.éf crores, who have saved a huge amount of Rs. 4.84 lakh crore
with these banks.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. What are cooperative banks?

2. How they are regulated?

3. What is dual regulation?
4. Provisions under which these banks are constituted and regulated?
Link
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinetlecidesto-bring-all-cooperativebanksunderthe-rbi-
through-an-ordinance/article31904864.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

7. Consolidated notification on MSME classification and registration

TheMicro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Minishgs issueadonsolidated notification for
classification and registrabn of MSME4o0 be effected from July 1.

This naotification wouldsupercede all earlier notifications with regard to classification or registration of
MSMEs.

As per the latest notification:
1. An MSME would hereafter been referred tolddyamand the registration process aklyam
Registration.
2. TheRegistration can be filed online based on sdkclaration.Uploading of documents, papers or
certificate as proof would not be necessémgnceforth.
3. The basic criteria for MSME classificatismould be on investment in plant, machinery and equipment
and turnover.

4. Export of goods or services or both would be excluded while calculating the turnover of any
enterpriseand investment calculativlinked to the IT return of the previous year
5. Champions Control Roormacross the country have been made legally responsible for facilitating

entrepreneurs in registration and thereafter.

As per the latest classification:
1. Micro enterprises would be thoseith investments not exceeding Rs one crore and turnover of Rs 5
crore.
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2. Small enterprises would b&édse with investment up to Rs 10 crore and turnover of up to Rs 50.crore
3. Medium enterprises as those with investments not exceeding Rs 50 crore and wemof Rs 250
crore.

Significance and implications of these measures:

The measures would completely change the way MSMEs work, ensure they compete globally besides resul
in newer enterprises entering the fray.

With the stimulus, these enterprises will be in a position to lead fast \\shaped recoverghe moment the
pandemic is brought under control.

Significance of MSMEs:

With around 63.4 million units throughout the geographical expanse of the couiBWEscontribute around
6.11% of the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of the GDP from service activities as well as 33.4% of India's
manufacturing output.

They have been able to provigenployment to around 120 million persons and contribute around 45% of the
overal exports from India.

About20% of the MSMESs are based out of rural areabjch indicates the deployment of significant rural
workforce in the MSME sector

Additional fact:
International MSME Dayvasobserved on 27 June under the theme h #18: §he Geat Lockdown and its
AYLI OG 2y {YIFff . dzAAySaaodé

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. { KINB 2F af{a9 &4SOG2NJAYy LYRAIFIQ& D5t FyR SELR
2. The basic criteria for MSME classification
3. What is referred to as Udyam according to Government of India?
4. Classification of MSMEs.
5. What is V¥shaped recovery?
6. SDGs on MSMEs.
Mains Link:
What is the potential of India's MSME sector? Discuss the challenges and concerns associated with the gro
of MSME sector in India
Sources: pib.

Topics: Major crops croppin g patterns in various parts of the country, different types of
irrigation and irrigation systemsstorage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce
and issuesand related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers.

1. Direct seeding of rice

Context The Punjab government has decided to deglvgct seeding of rice (DSR) technigirstead of the
traditional transplantation of paddy this yedue tothe shortfall of agricultural labourerdriggered by reverse
migration in the wake of the novel coroviaus disease (COVID) pandemic.

What is Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR)?

Here, thepre-germinated seeds are directly drilled into the field by a tractpowered machine.

There isno nursery preparation or transplantation involved in this metho&armers lve to only level their
land and give one prsowing irrigation.

How is it different from conventional method?

Intransplanting paddyfarmers prepare nurseriesherethe paddy seeds are first sown and raised into
young plants.

The nursery seed bed is18% of the area to be transplantefiheseseedlings are then uprooted and
replanted 25-35 days later in the puddled field.
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Advantage of DSR:

Water savingsThe first irrigation (apart from the preowing rauni) under DSR is necessary only 21 afésis

sowing. This is unlike in transplanted paddy, where watering has to be done practically daily to ensure

submerged/flooded conditions in the first three weeks.

Less LabourAbout three labourers are required to transplant one acre of paddy at aln®2t4R0 per acre.

The cost of herbicideander DSR will not exceed Rs 2,000 per acre.

Reduce methane emissiordue to a shorter flooding period and decreased soil disturbance compared to
transplanting rice seedlings.

Limitations.
1 Non-availability of herbtides.
1 Theseed requirement for DSR is also highl0 kg/acre, compared to-8 kg/acre in transplanting.
1 Further,laser land levelling isompulsory in DSRThis is not so in transplanting.
1 Thesowing needs to be done timedp that the plants have comeaibproperly before the monsoon
rains arrive.
Instalinks
Prelims Link:

1. What are herbicides?
2. LYRAI QA tFNBSad NARAOS LINPRdzOAYy3 adlridSao
3. Suitable climatic conditions for rice.
4. Who announces MSP?
5. What is green revolution?
Mains Link:
Discuss theignificance of Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR).
Link:
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/punjakbats-for-dired-seedingof-rice-but-will-it-help-
farmers-71639
Sources: down to earth.

2. GM seeds: the debate, and a sowing agitation

Context In the current kharif season, farmers would undertake mass sowi@\bseeds for maize, soyabean,
mustard brinjal and herbicide tolerant (Ht) cottorglthough these are not approved.

So, in this regardhetkari Sanghatara a¥ I N S N& Qasaimyoiin2e)/fresh plans in its agitation for use
of genetically modified seeds.

What is the movement about?
1 The Sanghatana has announced that this year they are going to undertakestatgesowing of
unapproved GM crops like maize, Ht Bt cotton, soyabean anghbdaoross Maharashtra.
1 Farmers who plant such variants will put up boards on their fields proclaiming the GM nature of their
crop.
9 This action will draw attention to the need for introduction of the latest technology in the fields.

What aregenetically modified seeds?
Genetic engineering aims teanscend the genus barrier by introducing an alien gene in the setedget the
desired effects. Thalien gene could be from a plant, an animal or even a soil bacterium.

For example:

1. Bt cotton, theonly GM crop that is allowed in Indidas two alien genes froithe soil bacterium
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bthat allows the crop to develop a protein toxic to the common pest pink
bollworm.

2. Ht Btcotton is derived with the insertion of an additionalrge from another soil bacterium, which
allows the planto resist the common herbicide glyphosate.
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3. In Bt brinjal,a gene allows the plant to resist attacks of fruit and shoot borer.
4. In DMH11 mustard,genetic modification allows crogm®llination in a croghat selfpollinates in
nature.

What is the legal position of genetically modified crops in India?

In India,the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GE&@)e apex body that allows for commercial
release of GM crops.

Penalty. Use of the unapprowt GM variant can attract a jail term of 5 years and fine of Rs 1 lakh under the
Environmental Protection Act ,188

Why are farmers rooting for GM crops?

Reduced costgost of weedinggoes down considerablyfi@irmersgrow Ht Bt cotton and usglyphosate
against weeddn case 0Bt brinjal the cost reduces ahe cost of productions reducedoy cutting down on
the use ofpesticides

Concerns:

Environmentalists argue that the lodgsting effect of GM crops is y&t be studied and thus they should not
be released commercially. Genetic modification, they say, brings about changes that can be harmful to hum
in the long run.

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gmeedsthe-debate-and-a-sowingagitation6452999/
Sources: Indian Express.

3. Intercropping

Why in News?

Keralagovernment is planning to modify specific laws that govern the plasmatector to allow the

management to intercrop food crops with cash cropsach as tea, coffee, cardamom and rubber.

Laws that need modification includéhe Kerala Land Reforms Act, Kerala Grants and Leases (Modification of
Rights) Act and Kerala Land idétion Order.

Need for:

To break itslependency on food imports from neighbouring States.

Toguard against possible food protectionisby largescale producers by opening up plantations for farming
edibles.

Implications
Plantations encompassed 8 lakédtares in Kerala. An amendment of the law would free up an estimated 2
lakh hectares for intecropping.
1 The proposed modification would also permit plantations to diversify into dairy and poultry farming.
1 It would spur investment in precisidarming characterised by high yield food crops, reduced use of
toxic pesticides, chemical fertilisers and water.

Proposed plan:
The Kerala Agriculture University had zoned KeraladBtagraeclimatic sectors.
1 It had suggested that oranges, apples, avasadrapefruit and winter vegetables as ideal intercrop for
high altitude tea plantations in regions such as Munnar.
1 Inrubber growing regionsthe cultivation of rambutan, mangosteen and other tropical fruits in small
plots interspersed among the trees hheen suggested.
1 It had also suggested jack fruit as shade tredean coffee and cardamom plantations.

What is intercropping?
It is thecultivation of two or more crops simultaneously on the same field.
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The main goal i® produce a greater yield om given piece of lanthy making use of resources of ecological
processes that would otherwise not be utilised by a single crop.

There are different approaches to intercropping such as:

1. Mixed intercroppingg two or more crops are planted in a mix withoutlstinct row arrangement.

2. Row intercroppingg two or more crops are planted in distinct rows.

3. Relay intercropping; two or more crops are grown at the same time as part of the life cycle of each
i.e. a second crop is sown after the first crop has beemh egthblished but before it reaches its
harvesting stage.

4. Strip intercroppingc growing two or more crops at the same time in separate strips wide enough apa
for independent cultivation.

Advantages of intercropping:

More efficient use of lighfwater and other nutrient resourcessompared to single crops.

It allows foreffective management of cover crogsecausecrop mixtures have lowepestdensities
Potentialincreased crop yields per unit area.

Improvedsoil fertility by leguminous intercrops e.g. rigen fixing.

Reducedsoil erosion.

Loweredsoil surface evaporation.

Some cons of intercropping:
1 Intercropping isot always suited to a mechanised farming system.
1 Time consumingtt requires more attention and thus increased intensive, expert management.
1 There igeduced efficiency in planting, weeding and harvestingnich may add to the labour costs of
these operations.
1 The biggest challenge to adopting intercropping systerttgeisidvance planning of planting,
cultivation, fertilisation, spraying and harvesting of more than one crop in the same field.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Different cropping patterns.

2. Climatic conditions for tea and coffee.

3. Types of intercropping.

4. Pros anctons.

5. What is Zero Budget Natural Farming?
Mains Link:
Discuss the features and significance of intercropping.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/keraldand-lawsto-be-amendedto-allow-intercroppingin-
plantations/article31882066.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum  support prices;
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issuesof buffer
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal -rearing.

1. Locust control

Context As India struggles to contaihe Covid19 pandemicjt faces a new challenge. Several parts of the
country have experienced heainfestations of locusts; an insect that devours crops and foliage, often
leaving devastation in its wake.

It is said to béhe worst attack in 26 yearsT'he species attacking adesert locusts.
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Desert locusts (Schistocerca gregaria), which belong to the family of grasshoppers, niorenaltgd breed in
semtarid or desrt regions.For laying eggs, thegquire bare ground, which is rarely found in areas with
dense vegetation.

How they form swarms?
As individuals, or in small isolated groups, locusts are not very dangerous. But when they grow into large
populations thei behaviour changes, they transform frotha 2 £ A (G F NB LK a4 SQ ahdsiare W3

T 2 NIYa ¢/laNEimgle swarm can contain 40 to 80 million adults in one square km, and these can travel|up

to 150 km a day.

Largescale breeding happens onhjhen conditions turn very favourable in their natural habitat, desert or
semiarid regions.Good rains can sometimes generate just enough green vegetation that is conducive to egg
laying as well as hopper development.

If left uncontrolled, a singlswarm can increase 20 times of its original population in the first generation itself,
and then multiply exponentially in subsequent generations.

What factors led to their suddetand earlygrowth this year?
These locusts usually breed in the dry areasiadEthiopia, Somalia, Eritrea along the eastern coast of

Africa,a region known as the Horn of Africa. Other breeding grounds are the adjoining Asian regions in Yerlen,

hYlFyY a2dziKSNYy LNYys FyYyR Ay tlFlAadlyQa . Ft20KAa(IY
1. Many of these areas received unusuajlyod rains in March and April, and that resulted in largeale
breeding and hopper developmentThese locusts started arriving in Rajasthan around the first
fortnight of April, much ahead of the normal J@gtober nomal.
2. Cyclonic storms Mekunu and Lubd&ad struck Oman and Yemen respectively that year. Heavy rains
had transformed uninhabited desert tracts into large lake where the locust swarms breed.
3. Apart from the search for foodheir movement has been aided by veterly winds that were this
time, further strengthened by the loyressure area created by Cyclone Amphan in the Bay of Bengal
Locusts are known to be passive flyers, and generally follow the wind. But they do not take off in
very strong windy conditions
Why worry about them?
The danger is when they start breeding. A single gregarious female locust carBlaeg@s three times during
its average life cycle of 90 days. If their breeding is coterminous with that of the kharif crop, we could well have
a situation similar to what maize, sorghum and wheat farmers of Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia experienced in
March-April.
The origins of locust control
In the nineteenth century, India experienced serious locust outbreaks in 1812, 18211848 My c 0 X |MYy
1878,188N pH = -gBRT My PpEDISNI f SFF2NIa 6SNB YIRS G2 O2Vol
The first of these measures was to systematicadlject and record data regarding locust occurrences.
The colonial systeremployedan interesting mix oliocal reliance and global cooperatiom collecting datalt
rested on the exchange of knowledge and techniques between various provinces of India as well as with otler
countries similarly ravaged by the pestilence.
Genesis of LWO:
Only afterthe 1920 H ¢ 2dzi o NBF {1 GKIFdG NI @F3ISR GKS OSyYyidNrf YR

centralised organisation to gather information about locusts and control them. This resulted in the formation
of the Standing Locust Committee ir29 and the Central Locust Bureau in 193bis culminated in 1939 in
the establishment of the preserttayLocust Warning Organisation.

Popular method:
1 Currently, the most commonly used controlrisecticide Sprayed from land or aerial vehicles, whole
swarms can be targeted in relatively short periods of time.
1 Swarms of locusts are being scared away by the district administration in Pannpaigtegsirens.
1
utensils in a bid to drive away locusts.
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Non-chemical measures:
Experts havexpressed disappointment over the fact that despite the known-sifiects of aerial spraying of
pesticidesgovernmené I@cust controlpoliciesare focussed only on chemicghisy.
Fewnon-chemical measures to consider:
1. Destroy the breeding grounds and locust larvae before they could fly.
2. U= of oittarred screens to kill locusts (also known as Cyprus sgreen
3. Net system and the dhotar methodThe net system involved 2 f RAy 3 | & OF LINK OA 2
it around fields, trapping young locusts in the process. The dhotar method involved using a blanket t
trip locusts resting on bushes.
4. Devisean insectcontrol techniquethat involved ploughing the fallow lands whdoeustsare resting:
the escaping insects became an easy target for birds.
5. Natural predatorssuch as wasps, birds and reptiles may prove effective at keeping small swarms at
bay.
6. Emphasisénter-state and international cooperationalong with coordinateefforts of the state

Conclusion

Insecticides may give temporary relief during an infestation, but they might also endanger the birds that act
natural predators of locusts. The way ahead lies in ssafgported protection of birds. This should incluale
conscious effort to bring back species like house sparrows that have been disappearing rapidly.

Instalinks
Prelims Link:
1. Different types of locusts?
2. Difference between solitary and gregarious natures of locusts?
3. What are westerhdisturbances?
4. What is Indian Ocean Dipole?
5. What is Locust Warning Organisation?
Mains Link:
Discuss the economic impacts of severe locusts attacks on India.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=G1H7FCVDM.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

2. Minimum Support Prices (MSPs)

Context CCE/as approved the increase in tiinimum Support Prices (MSPs) for all mandated Kharif
cropsfor marketing season 202P1.

This ig2o ensure remunerative prices to the growers for their producehe highest increase in MSP is
proposed for nigerseed (Rs 755 per quintéd)lowed by sesamuniRs 370 per quintal), urad (Rs 300 per
guintal) and cotton (long staple) (Rs 275 per quintal). The differential remuneration is aimed at encouraging
crop diversification.

About MSP:

What is it?

In theory, an MSP is the minimum price set by the Governraenthich farmers can expect to sell their
produce for the season. When market prices fall below the announced MSPs, procurement agencies step ir
LINE OdzNE G KS ONRL) ' yYR WadzZLIRNIQ GKS LINRAOSao®

Who announces?
TheCabinet Committee of Economic Affaiasinounces MSP for various crops at the beginning of each sowing
season based on thecommendations othe Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CATR.CACP
takes into account demand and supply, the cost of production and price trends in the market among other
things when fixing MSPs.
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Why is it important?
Price volatility makes life difficult for farmers. Though prices of agri commodities may soar vehittin

supply, during years of bumper production, prices of the very same commodities plummet. MSPs ensure that

farmers get a minimum price for their produce in adverse markets. MSPs have also been used as a tool by
Government to incentivise farmers grow crops that are in short supply.

Factors taken into consideration for fixing MSP include:

Demand and supply;

Cost of production;

Price trends in the market, both domestic and international;
Inter-crop price parity;

Terms of trade between agriculturend nonagriculture;

A minimum of 50% as the margin over cost of production; and
Likely implications of MSP on consumers of that product.

NogahkrwdpkE

InstalLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Composition of CCEA.
2. What is CACP?
3. How many crops are covered under MSP scheme?
4. Whoannounces MSP?
5. Difference between Kharif and Rabi crops.
Mains Link:
Sources: pib.

3. The Farming Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitatiomn)

Ordinance, 2020

Aims and objectives of the ordinance:
The ordinance basically aimsaeating additional trading opportunities outside the APMC market yartds
help farmers get remunerative prices due to additional competition.
9 This will supplement the existing MSP procurement system which is providing stabine to
farmers.
1 It will certainly pave the way for creatir@@ne India, One Agriculture Markegtnd will lay the
foundation for ensuring golden harvests for our hard working farmers.

Overview of the ordinance:

1. The Ordinance will create an ecosystem vehthe farmers and traders will enjoy freedom of choice of
sale and purchase of aggroduce.

2. It will also promote barriefree inter-state and intrastate trade and commerce outside the physical
premises of markets notified under State Agricultural PredMarketing legislations.

3. ltalso proposes an electronic trading in transaction platform for ensuring a seamless trade
electronically.

4. The farmers will not be charged any cess or levy for sale of their produce under this Act.

5. There willalsobe a separatelispute resolution mechanism for the farmers.

Significance
1 This is a historistep in unlocking the vastly regulated agriculture markets in the country.
9 It will open more choices for the farmer, reduce marketing costs for the farmers and help them in
getting better prices.
91 It will also help farmers of regions with surplus produce to get better prices and consumers of region
with shortages, lower prices.

Need for present challenges:
1 Farmers in India today suffer from various restrictions in markeheg produce.
www.insightsonindia.com 129 InsightslAS

he

[72)



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

1 There are restrictions for farmers in selling ggdduce outside the notified APMC market yards. The
farmers are also restricted to sell the produce only to registered licensees of the State Governments

1 Barriers exist in free flow of agtilture produce between various States owing to the prevalence of
various APMC legislations enacted by the State Governments.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis an ordinance?
2. What are APMCs?
3. What is eNAM?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of thisdinance.
Sources: pib.

4. Sahakar Mitra scheme launched
Key facts about the scheme:
1 ltisan initiative by National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC)
1 It would alsgprovide an opportunity to professionals from academic institutions develop
leadeaship and entrepreneurial roles through cooperatives as Farmers Producers Organizations (FP(
1 Under the programmegach intern will get financial support over a 4 months internship period.

Eligibility:
1 Professional graduates in disciplines such as @lgiie and allied areas,IT etc. will be eligible for
internship.

1 Professionals who are pursuing or have completed their MBA degrees ibhusgness, Cooperation,
Finance, International Trade, Forestry, Rural Development, Project Managementetc. wit also b
eligible.

Significance and expected impacts of the scheme:

Assist cooperative institutions access new and innovative ideas of young professionals.

The interns gain experience of working in the field giving confidence to beefialit.

It is expected to ba win-win situation both for cooperatives as well as for the young professionals.

Additional information:

1 National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCIM2s established by an Act of Parliament in
1963 undeMinistry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfarelt has many regional centres to provide the
financial assistance to Cooperatives/Societies/Federations.

f FPOis ®roducer Organisation (P@herethe members are farmers, Y f £ CI NXY SN& Q
Consortium (SFAQ providing suppid for the promotion of FPOs.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Key objectives of the scheme.
Eligibility.
Implementation by?
What is NCDC?
What are cooperatives? Constitutional provisions.
What is an FPO?
7. What is SFAC?
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of &#ar it Ralph scheme.
Sources: pib.

oghswWN
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5. Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
Context Annual allotment of Rs. 4000 crore made to State Governments GHtleS NJ 5 NP LJ a 2 NB
component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKEDMCYor the year 20221.

About "Per Drop More Crop" component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PNRSAC):
TheDepartment of AgricultureCooperation and Farmers' Welfaiie implementing the "Per Drop More Crop"
component of PMKSFDMC.

It isoperational in the country from 2018.6.

It focuses on enhancing water efficiency at farm level through micro irrigation technologies such asdddp
sprinkler" irrigation.

Funding

Micro Irrigation Fundcorpus of Rs. 5000 crore has been created W#BARD
The objective of the fund iso facilitate the states in mobilizing the resources for expanding coverage of Micrd
Irrigation by taking up spal and innovative projects and also for incentivising micro irrigation beyond the
provisions available under PMKBBMC to encourage farmers to install micro irrigation systems.

Assistance

The Government provides financial assistance @ 55% for sndatharginal farmers and @ 45% for other
farmers for installation of Drip and Sprinkler Irrigation systems. In addition, some States provide additional
incentives/top up subsidy for encouraging farmers to adopt Micro Irrigation.

Ministry of Agri Coop Ministry of Water Ministry of Rural
/ & Farmers Dev \ / Resources, RD& GR x /-_— Development _ ﬁ
Micro Irrigation Accelerated Irrigation Integrated Watershed
Programme benefits Programme (AIBP) 7 P TR
{Major,Medium,National Projects) nagement Prog ( )

\

——paidpaa————— 3 :
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Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna (PMKSY)

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:
1. Gomponents of PMKSY.
2. About the Micro Irrigation fund.
3. What is NABARD?
4. Assistance provided by the centre under this scheme.
Mains Link:
Discuss the significance of the scheme.
Sources: pib.

6. One NatiorOne Ration Card scheme

Context
14 states/UTs yet tipin the scheme.

About the scheme:
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One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across

nation from any PDS shop of their own choice.

Benefits no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised fooohgrander the food security scheme when
they shift from one place to another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one

ration card to avail benefits from different states.

Significance This will provide freedom to the beneficiasias they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and

reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.

Highlights of the scheme:

1. The poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidised rice and wheat from any ration shop in the

country but for that their ration cards must be linked to Aadhaar.

2. Migrants would only be eligible for the subsidies supported by the Centre, which include rice sold at
3/kg and wheat at Rs. 2/kg, It would not include subsidies given by their respstteegovernment in

some other state.

Standard format of 'one nation, one ration card":

A standard format for ration card has been prepared after taking into account the format used by different

states.

9 For national portability, the state governments haween asked to issue the ration cardorlingual
format, wherein besides the local langauge, the other language could be Hindi or English.

1 The states have also been told to hav&0digit standard ration card numbernyvherein first two digits

will be state code and the next two digits will

he

RsS.

be running ration card numbers.

1 Besides thisa set of another two digitswill be
appended with ration card number to create
uniqgue member IDs for each member of the
household in a ration card.

Challenges

Prone to corruption:Every state has its own rules for
t dzof AO S5AAGNRAOGdziAZY { &al
wlkidA2yY [/ FNRQ A& AYLX SYSy
corruption in an already corrupted Public Distribution
System.

The scheme wilhcrease the woes of the common
man and, the middlemen and corrupt PDS shop
owners will exploit them.

Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre,
saying it wouldesult in undesirable consequences

and is against federalism.

Ration card-
Aadhaar linkage
must to access

Easy access

Under the 'One nation, one ration card'’
system, beneficiaries can buy subsidised
foodgrains from a ration shop in any part
of the country

the portability
scheme

States providing portability
of PDS entitlements:

The scheme will be rolled out
across the country on: July 1, 2020
-

= Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharasthra, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Tripura

= A person will only be
eligible for the subsidies
supported by the Centre,
which include rice sold at
¥3/kg and wheat at ¥2/kg

A o i
A migrant will be allowed to buy

a maximum of 50% of the family
quota. This is to ensure that the
individual, after shifting to another
place, does not buy the entire
family quota in one go

= Even if a beneficiary
moves to a State where
grains are given for free,
he/she will not be able to
access those benefits

or >
N N
Mo
D¢ M

Way Forvard:

The current migrant crisis should be seen as an opportunity to develop a national migration policy addressirjg
LINE R dzO

iKS OKIFttSy3asSa FIOSR o8

YAINF yiG 662N] SNBEQ

f  While this must be done, the government mustafast-track the ONORC schengeS O dz& S
present rightsbased regime is based on the assumption that people are sedentary.
1 The ONORC shoutko include access to health and other things.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis PDS?
2. What is NFSA? Elidityi? Benefits?
3. How are fair price shops established?
4. Proposed format.
Mains Link:
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Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration Card scheme.
Sources: pib.

7. Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) launched

Context
Approved by Cabingh pursuance of recently announcédma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan stimulus package.

Overview.
1 Size of the fund iRs. 15000 crore.
9 This Fund wilincentivise infrastructure investments in dairy, meat processing and animal feed
plants.

Eligibility, funding and implementation:

1 Who is eligibleFarmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), MSMEs, Section 8 Companies, Private

Companies and individual entrepreneur with only 10% margin money contribution by them.

1 Rest of the FundsThe balance 90% witd be the loan component to be made available to them by
scheduled banks.
GOl will provide 3%fterest subventionto eligible beneficiaries.
There will be2 years moratorium period for repayment of the loanith 6 years repayment period
thereafter.

= =

Credt Guarantee Fund:
1 A Credit Guarantee Fund of Rs. 750 crore will also be set up.
9 Itis to bemanaged byNABARDwhich would provide credit guarantee to the projects which are
covered under the MSME defined ceilings.
1 Guarantee Coverage would be up26% of he Credit facility of the borrower.

Significance
9 This ensures the availability of capital to meet upfront investment required for these projects.
1 It also helps enhance overall returns/pay back for investors.
1 Such investments in processing and value aaldiinfrastructure by eligible beneficiaries would also
LINEY2(GS SELRNI& o6& RRAy3I (2 TFTFENYSNEQ AyO2YS

InstaLinks

Prelims Link:
1. Who will manage the Credit Guarantee Fund?
2. Interest subvention under the scheme.
3. Whois eligible?
4. Funding.
5. About theDairy Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF).
6. NABARBcomposition and important functions.

Mains Link:

Discuss the features and significance of AHIDF.

Sources: pib.

8. Scheme for formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (FME)

Context
Thegovernment has launched the scheniradhan Mantri Formalisatioof Micro Food Enterprise®M FME
The scheme will benplemented for five years until 202425.

About the scheme:
The Union Cabinet, last month, had given its approval i®dbheme.
It is forthe Unorganized Sector on All India basis.
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Objectives

1. Increase in access to finance by micro food processing units.
Increase in revenues of target enterprises.
Enhanced compliance with food quality and safety standards.
Strengthening capacities of support systems.
Transition from the unorganized sector to the formal sector.
Special focus on women entrepreneurs and Aspirational districts.
Encourage Waste to Wealth activities.
Focus on minor forest produce in Tribal Digtric

N Tl wWN

Salient features:

1. Centrally Sponsore&cheme. Expenditure to be shared by Government of India and Sta@esiat

2. 2,00,000 micreenterprises are to be assisted withedit linked subsidy. Micro enterprises will get
credit linked subsidy at 35 per ceof the eligible project cost with ceiling of Rs. 10 lakh.

3. Beneficiary contribution will be minimum 10 per cent and balance from lo&®ed capital will be
given to SHGs (Rs. four lakh per SHG) for loan to members for working capital and small tools.

4. Cluger approach.

5. Focus omperishables

Administrative and Implementation Mechanisms:

1. The Scheme would be monitored at Centre byrgar-Ministerial Empowered Committee (IMEC)
under theChairmanship of Minister, FPI.

2. AState/ UT Level Committee (SLC) chaitgdthe Chief Secretarwill monitor and sanction/
recommend proposals for expansion of micro units and setting up of new units by the SHGs/ FPOs/
Cooperatives.

3. TheStates/ UTs will prepare Annual Action Plaogvering various activities for implementatiohthe

scheme, which will bapproved by Government of India.

Athird party evaluation and midterm review mechanism would be built in the programme.

5. National level portalwould be setup wherein the applicants/ individual enterprise could apply to
participate in the Scheme. All the scheme activities would be undertaken on the National portal.

»

Benefits of the scheme:

1. Nearlyeight lakh micro enterpriseswill benefit through access to information, better exposure and
formalization.

2. It will enable them tdormalize, grow and become competitive.

3. The project is likely tgenerate nine lakh skilled and serskilled jobs.

4. Scheme envisag@screased access to credily existing micro food processing entrepreneurs, women
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs in the Aspirational Districts.

5. Better integrationwith organized markets.

6. Increasedhaccess to common services like sorting, grading, processing, packaging, storage etc.

Why we need this scheme?
There are aboul5 lakh unregistered food processing enterprises which constitute 98% of the sector and are
unorganized and informalNearly 66 % of these units are located in rural areas and about 80% of them are
family-based eterprises.

This sector facea number of challengemcluding the inability to access credit, high cost of institutional credit,
lack of access to modern technology, inability to integrate with the food supply chain and compliance with th
health &safety tandards.

Strengthening this segment will lead to reduction in wastage, creation gaoff job opportunities and aid in
achieving the overarching Government objective of doubling farmers' income.

InstaThink
Prelims Link:
1. Difference between centrally spsored and central sector scheme.
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2. Core vs core of core schemes.
3. Role of states in this scheme.
4. Who monitors this scheme at state levels?
5. Focus of the scheme.
Mains Link:

Discuss the significance of the Scheme for formalisation of Micro Food Procedsinyi&es (FME).
Sources: pib.

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects
on industrial growth.

1. Country of Origin in GeM platform
Context
Government eMarketplace (GeMhas brought in certain changestoprométea I 1S AY LYRAI Q
WL FAYFYANDKENI . KFENFGQo
These include:
1. Itis now mandatory for sellers to entdre Country of Origirwhile registering all new products on
GeM.
2. Sellers, who had akady uploaded their products before the introduction of this new feature on
GeM, have to regularly update the Country of Origin.
3. There shall ba provision for indication of the percentage of local content in products.
4. Wal 1S AY Has/hBw Heaienabladfori tBebrtal. Buyers can choose to buy only those
products that meet the minimum 50% local content criteria.

About GeM:

What is it?GeM isa stateof-the-art national public procurement platform of Ministry of Commerce and
Industries, that hassed technology to remove entry barriers for bonafide sellers and has created a vibrant e
marketplace with a wide range of goods and services.

Aim: GeM aims t@nhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public procurement.

GeM facilities:
1. Listingof products

for individual, s GeM
prescribed Key Features P e
categories of - - 7

Goods/ Services of n-t0-and System T S " e, .

om vendor /buyer authentication
Registration to through Aadhar,

common use. e PRNIEA Y

2. Look, estimate,
compare and buying
facility on dynamic
pricing basis.

3. Market place buying
of majority of
common User
Items.

4. Buying Goods and
Services online, as and whesguired.

- Bidding
- Reverse Auction

Multiple payment
"..o.‘:. zu.- Quick payment ~M.?"ket:‘arﬂe
Banking, PFMS etc within 10 days view, search, filters,

compare &
add to cart

X
Training and
call centre
support

5. Transparency and ease of buying.

6. Useful for low value buying and also for bulk buying at competitive price using Reverse Auction/ e
bidding.

7. Continuous vendor rating system.

8. Return policy.
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Benefits of GeM:
1. Enhances transparency.
2. Increased efficiency.
3. Secure and safe.
4. Savings to the government.

Sources: pib.

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

1. Draft Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020

Why in News now?

Few states have voiced their concerns agatinstproposed bill. These includ&¥est Bengal, Punjab,
Puducherry, Kerala, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Delhi, Telangana and Andhra Pradé
They calledthe draftBill @A 2 I G A2y 2Z2AISANG KIS BSLIHTINSKRIIE MAERCAGKEYOE failure
to consult the States on the Bill sinekectricity is on the Concurrent List.

Contentious clauses in the Bill:
The Bill seeks tend subsidiesAll consumers, including farmers, will have to pay the tariff, and the subsidy wi
be sen to them through direct benefit transfer.
States are worried about this clause because:
1 This would meapeople would have to pay a huge sum towards electricity chargekile receiving
support through direct benefit transfer later.
9 This wouldresult indefaults leading to penalties and disconnection
Thedraftalsex RA #SadGaé¢ GKS {4l S anddahdsidverShe M3kmZen®aNI (2 TFA B
governmentappointed authority.
1 This is discriminatory, since the tariff can be tweaked according tevtivms and fancies of the Central
government.
Another provision makes dompulsory for the State power companies to buy a minimum percentage of
renewable energy fixed by the Centre.
9 This would be detrimental to the cas$trapped power firms.

Additional information:

The Electricity Act, 200Bas governed the laws regarditite generation, distribution, transmission, trading
and use of electricityso far.

But, experts around the country have opined tlsaime of the provisions of the Act have become dateida
archaic, needing an update.

In order to address some recurring issues, and to promote futbermercial incentive for private players to
enter the market the Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 202@as introduced in April this year.

Highlights of the Bill

Policy Amendments:

Renewable Energyt delegates the Central Government with the power to prepare and notify a National
wSySglkoftS 9ySNHe t2tA08 aF2NJ LINBY2GA2Yy 2F 3ISYySN
with State Governments.

Cross Border Trad&he Central Government has been delegated with the power to prescribe rules and
guidelines to allow and facilitate cross border trade of electricity.

Creation of Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority:has been proposed to bgven sole jurisdiction to
adjudicate upon matters on performance of obligations under a contract regarding sale, purchase and
GNI yaYArAaarzy 2F St SOGNAROAGESY 6KAOK SEOfdzaAzy 27
or any otherdispute regarding tariff.

Functional Amendments:
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Payment Securityt i LINP LI2&aSa  YSOKIFYyAAY gKSNBAY ay2 St Sqid

such contract unless adequate security of payment as agreed upon by the parties to the contraeemas
LINE A RSRE ©

Constitution of selection committee to recommend members for commissions/ authoriti€sere is a slew of
provisions for the constitution of a Selection Committee for making recommendations of members to the
Appellate Tribunal and the Cingerson and Members of Central Commission, Electricity Contract Enforcemen
Authority, State Commissions and Joint Commissions.

Grant of Subsidy mandatedrhe benefit of subsidy to be granted directly to the consumer and the licensee
shall charge the caumers as per the tariff determined by the Appropriate Commission. The determination o
tariffs shall be fixed by the commission without accounting for subsidies. Further thaséiff policies,
surcharges and cross subsidies shall be progressiveluaed.

Inclusion of Distribution Suicensee and Franchise@o ease the burden of distribution licensees and in
order to promote some form of demographic specialization, the distribution licensees, can appoint another
entity for distribution of electridy on its behalf, within its area of supply.

Enhancement of the powers of the Appellate Tribunal of Electric&f\PTEL is proposed to hate powers of

a High Court to deal with wilful disobedience of persons and entities under the Contem|@airts Act,
1971.Additionally,any person can appeal the decisions of the Authority which is introduced by this
Amendment in front of the APTEThe numbers of members at the APTEL have also been proposed to be
increased by the Amendment.

Applicable to tie whole of Indialt is needless to mention, that in addition to the above mentioned broad
themes that the Amendment seeks to cover, the Act shall now be applicable to the territory which was
erstwhile exempted from the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

Compgsition and powers of Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority:
1. The Authority will be headed by a retired Judge of the High Court.
2. ltis proposed to be satp with powers of the Civil Court.
3. It will enforce performance of contracts related to purchaseale or transmission of power between
a generating, distribution or transmission companies.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Composition of the proposed Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority.

2. Key functions of ECEA.

3. How DISCOMS in the country function?

4. Whatis the National Load Despatch Centre?

5. Composition and functions of the Appellate Tribunal (APTEL).

6. Key provisions of the draft.
Mains Link:
Discuss the key features and significance of Draft Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 2020.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/mamataflaysdraft-electricity-bill-seeksopposition
support/article3182845.ece
Sources: the Hindu.

2. Indian Gas Exchange launched-geeemony
What is it?
Indian Gas Exchange (IGXj}he first nationwide online deliverybased gas trading platform
1 IGX will bea deliverybased trading platform for delivery of natural Gas.
f Incorporated as wholly owned subsidiary of the IEX. Y RA I Qa4 Sy SNH& YI NJ S
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1 The platform idully automated with web-based interfaceo provide seamless trading experience to
the customers.

How will this exchange work?

The IGX is a digital trandy platform that willallow buyers and sellers of natural gas to trade both in the spot
market and in the forward markefor imported natural gas acroskree hubst Dahej and Hazira in Gujarat,
andKakinadan Andhra Pradesh.

Imported Liquified Natural Ga (LNGill bere-gassifiedand sold to buyers through the exchange, removing
the requirement for buyers and sellers to find each other.

The exchange also allows much shorter contragt®r delivery on the next day, and up to a morgiwhile
ordinarily contracts for natural gas supply are as long as six months to a year.

Will domestically produced natural gas also be bought and sold on the exchange?
No. The price of domestically produced natural gas is decided by the government. It wal smitlon the gas
exchange.

Why this was necessary?

Domestic production of gas has been fallioger the past two fiscals as current sources of natural gas have
become less productive.

Domestically produced natural gas currently accounts for less tharfhalii KS O2 dzy i NB Q&
consumption imported LNG accounts for the other half.

LNG imports are set to become a larger proportion of domestic gas consumgttolmdia moves to increase
the proportion of natural gas in the energy basket from 6.2% in 201%% by 2030.

Benefits

This will help the nation move towardi®e market pricing of natural gas.

The exchange is expectedfexilitate transparent price discovery in natural gaand facilitate the growth of
the share of naturalgasiny RA I Qa Sy SNHe& o6l ailSao

About Natural Gas:

It isthe cleanest fossil fuels among
the available fossil fuels.

It is used as feedstock in the

Petroleum and natural gas formation

Today, we drill down through
layers of sand, silt, and rock
to reach the rock formations
that contain oil and natural

Tiny marine plants and
animals died and were buried
on the ocean floor. Over
time, the marine plants and

Over millions of years, the
remains were buried deeper
and deeper. The enormous
heat and pressure tumed

y I i dzN

manufacture Of fertilizers, plaStiCS animals were coverad the remains into oil and gas deposits.
b . by layers of silt and sand. natural gas.
and other commercially important
. . water
organic chemicalas well as used as a 100 million years ago
fuel for electricity generation, heating ‘ _
purpose in industrial and commercial - eyl

units.

It isalso used for cooking in domestic
households and a transportation fuel
for vehicles.

sand and silt

plant and animal remains

Source: Adapted from National Energy Education Deselopment Project (puilic domaEn)

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. Whatis traded on IGX?

2. Whatis IEX?

3. What is Natural @s?

4. Where is it used?

5. Why itis called a clean fuel?
Mains Link:

Discuss the features and significance of Indian Gas Exchange.

Sources: pib.
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Topics: Investment models.
1. Social stock exchanges

Context A working group constituted hthe Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBfocial stock
exchangesassubmitted its recommendations.

Terms of reference of the panel:

The panel was set up by Sebi in September 20id&r the Chairmanship of Ishaat Hussabirector at SBI
Foundation and former Finance Director at Tata Stmsuggest possible structures and regulations for
creating SSE to facilitate listing and fumdising by social enterprises as well as voluntary organisations.

Background
The idea oh social stock exchange (S$#)listing of social enterprise and voluntary organisations was
mooted by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman while presenting the WBuadget 20120.

Key recommendations:

1. Allowdirect listing of nonprofit organisationsthrough the issuance of bonds and a range of funding
mechanisms.

2. Funding mechanisms suggestattiude some of the existing mechanisms such as Social Venture Fun
(SVFsyinder the Alternative Investment Funds.

3. A newminimum reporting standarchas also been proposed for organisations which would raise funds
under social stock exchanges (SSE)

4. Profit social enterprisegan also list on SSE with enhanced reporting requirgniemencourage,
giving culture some tax incentives have also been suggested.

What issocial stock exchange (SSE)

It a novel concept in India and such a bourse is maagserve private and norprofit sector providers by
channelling greatecapital to them.

As per the proposal, S8&n be housed within the existing stock exchange such as the BSE and/or National
Stock Exchange (NSE).

This will help the SSE leverage the existing infrastructure and client relationships of the exchanges  onboar

investors, donors, and social enterprises {oofit and nonprofit).

Significance

With this,Social welfare enterprises and ngprofits could soon get to raise stalledsocial capital on a
transparent electronic platformaiding the process of redding livelihoods ravaged by the coronavirus
pandemic.

These recommendations, if implemented as a package, can resultiimant and supportive ecosystem,
enabling the nonprofit sector to realise its full potential for creating social impact.

Need forsocial capital:

India will need a significant amount of patient capital to repair and rebuild those livelihoods, which are the
bedrock of her economyConventional capital that prioritises financial returns will not be able to carry such a
burden all by itself.

Social caftal, on the other hand, is more suited for this role. It is not only patient but its goal is precisely to
support and fortify social structures that are in danger of collapsing because of Q@VID

What is a social enterprise?

A sociaknterprise is a revenugenerating business. Its primary objective is to achieve a social objective, for
example, providing healthcare or clean energy.

CKA& AYy y2 ¢gl& YSlIya GKFEG I a20Alf SyidSNLésbak &nd Ol
operate like traditional businesseBhe only catch is that the profit these entities generate is not necessarily
used for payouts to stakeholders, but reinvested into their social programmes.

Global examples:
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UK The Social Stock Exchangéamdon functions more as a directory connecting social enterprises and
potential investors.

Kenya The Kenya Social Investment Exchange, connects vetted social enterprises with impact investors, bg
foreign and domestic.

CanadaBacked by the Ontario gowenent, the SVX is an online platform that allows investments in Canadiar]
O2YLIF yASa FyR FdzyRa GKI G KIFI@S dal LRaAGAGS a20Alf
Singapore The Impact Investment Exchange runs a social stock exchange in partnership with the Stock
Exchage of Mauritius, which is open to limited accredited investors who want to invest.

InstaLinks
Prelims Link:

1. What is a social enterprise?

2. What is SSE?

3. What is social capital?

4. SEBIkey functions.
Mains Link:
India will need a significant amount sdcialcapital to repair and rebuild those livelihoods, which are the
bedrock of her economypiscuss.
Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=GJIN7FFO&®mageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Science and Technology developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology
and developing new technology.

1. LIDARLIight Detection and Ranging

Context Archaeologists are using LIDAR data to continue their researches amid global pandemic.
In this methodthey make highresolution maps using laser light.

What is LIDAR?

It isaremote sensingnethod thatuses light in the form of a pulsed laséw measure ranges (variable
distances) to the Earth.

These light pulsascombined with other data recorded by the airborne systergenerate precise, three
dimensional information about the shape of the Earth and &arface characteristics.

How it works?

A lidar instrument principallgonsists of a laser, a
scanner, and a specializgdPSeceiver.

Airplanes aml helicopters are the most commonly used
platforms for acquiring lidar data over broad areas.
LIiDAR follows a simple princiglethrow laser light at an
object on the earth surface and calculate the time it
takes to return to the LIDAR sourc&iven the peed at
which the light travels (approximately 186,000 miles pe
second), the process of measuring the exact distance
through LIDAR appears to be incredibly fast.

Challenges with LIiDAR:

T /FyQi LISNF2NY ¢Sttt Ay F233 NIAYS ay2¢6 | yR Rdz

weather.
9 Struggledo detect a glass wall or door, which is why smartphone manufacturers andrggifg cars
makers use LIDAR along with secondary cameras and sensors.

InstaLinks
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