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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

 Raja Parba festival of Odisha 
Context: 
The festival is being celebrated in Odisha. 
 
Why and when is it celebrated? 
This is a three-day-long festival dedicated to Mother Earth (Bhuma Devi) and womanhood at large. 
The festivities begin a day before Mithuna Sankranti and conclude two days after that. 
 
How is it celebrated? 
The first day of the festival is called Pahili Raja, the second is Mithuna Sankranti and the third Bhu daha or Basi 
Raja. 
The preparation begins one day before Pahili Raja, and it is called Sajabaja. Primarily, it is a time for the 
unmarried girls to prepare for their matrimony. 
They follow various customs related to the festival by consuming nutritious food like Podapitha, not walking 
barefoot, taking a bath on the first day, and merrily swinging on ropes attached to a tree. 
During the Parba, Odia people do no undertake any construction works or tilling that requires the earth to be 
dug. And by not doing such activities, they pay ode to the Mother Earth who needs a break from routine work. 
The festival concludes with a custom called Vasumati Snana or the bathing of Bhuma Devi. Women worship a 
stone that symbolises the Mother Earth. They give her a bath with turmeric paste and offer her flowers and 
smear her with Sindoor. 
 
Association with Agriculture: 
This festival is also associated with the end of the summer season and the arrival of the monsoon. And 
therefore, it is also associated with agriculture and cultivation related communities and activities. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Talamaddale 
Context: The traditional art of ΨǘŀƭŀƳŀŘŘŀƭŜΩΣ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ŀƪǎƘŀƎŀƴŀ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ has gone virtual in times of 
COVID-19. A performance was streamed live on social media on June 13. 
 
About Talamaddale: 
It is an ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performance in Southern India in the Karavali and 
Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala. 
The plot and content of the conversation is drawn from popular mythology but the performance mainly 
consists of an impromptu debate between characters involving 
sarcasm, puns, philosophy positions and humour. 
 
How is it different from Yakshagana? 
Unlike the Yakshagana performance, in the conventional 
ΨǘŀƭŀƳŀŘŘŀƭŜΣΩ the artists sit across in a place without any 
costumes and engage in testing their oratory skills based on 
the episode chosen. 
If music is common for both Yakshagana performance and 
ΨǘŀƭŀƳŀŘŘŀƭŜΩΣ the latter has only spoken word without any 
dance or costumes. 
Hence it is an art form minus dance, costumes and stage conventions. 
 
InstaLinks: 
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Prelims Link: 
1. What is it? 
2. How is it different from Yakshagana? 
3. What are classical dances? 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/amid-pandemic-traditional-art-of-talamaddale-goes-
digital/article31836303.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Keeladi excavations 
The Context: 
Skeletal remains of a child excavated as part of YŜŜƭŀŘƛΩǎ 6th phase excavation. The skeleton was found buried 
between two terracotta urns. 
 
All about Keeladi excavations: 

1. Excavations in Keeladi prove that an urban civilisation existed in Tamil Nadu in the Sangam era on the 
banks of the river Vaigai.  

2. Many antiquities have been unearthed that provide crucial evidence to understanding the missing links 
of the Iron Age [12th century BCE to 6th century BCE] to the Early Historic Period [6th century BCE to 
4th century BCE] and subsequent cultural developments. 

3. Literate society: Tamil Brahmi letters found were inscribed when the pot was wet or after the pot 
became dry. This clearly suggests literacy levels in the 6th century BC. 

4. Agrarian society that reared cattle: Skeletal fragments of cow/ox, buffalo, sheep, goat, nilgai, 
blackbuck, wild boar and peacock were found. 

5. High standard of living: Long walls, Well-laid floors along with roof 
tiles in a collapsed state, iron nails fastened to the poles and rafters 
prove a high standard of living during the Sangam age. 

6. Items found: Brick structures, terracotta ring wells, fallen roofing 
with tiles, golden ornaments, broken parts of copper objects, iron 
implements, terracotta chess pieces, ear ornaments, spindle whorls, 
figurines, black and redware, rouletted ware and a few pieces of 
Arretine ware, besides beads made of glass, terracotta and semi-
precious stones. 

7. Graffiti marks are found in earthenware, caves and rocks in or near 
the excavation sites. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Where is Keeladi? 
2. What is Sangam era? 
3. Key elements unearthed at the site? 
4. Trade during sangam era. 
5. Use of gold coins in ancient India. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/skeletal-remains-of-a-child-excavated-as-part-of-
keeladis-6th-phase-excavation/article31872136.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Who was Chaolung Sukapha? 
Why in News? 
Assam Chief Minister has ordered the arrest of a Kolkata-based political commentator, Garga Chatterjee, who 
had described Chaolung Sukapha as ŀ ά/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊέΦ 
 
About Sukapha: 
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¶ He was a 13th-century ruler who founded the Ahom kingdom that ruled 
Assam for six centuries. Contemporary scholars trace his roots to Burma. 

¶ He is widely referred to as ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ƻŦ ά.ƻǊ !ǎƻƳέ ƻǊ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
!ǎǎŀƳέΦ 

¶ Sukapha is said to have left a place called Maulung in AD 1215 with eight 
nobles and 9,000 men, women and children τ mostly men. 

¶ It was in Charaideo that Sukapha established his first small principality, 
sowing the seeds of further expansion of the Ahom kingdom. 

¶ The founders of the Ahom kingdom had their own language and 
followed their own religion. Over the centuries, the Ahoms accepted the 
Hindu religion and the Assamese language. 

¶ To commemorate Sukapha and his rule, Assam celebrates ά!ǎƻƳ 5ƛǾŀǎέ 
on December 2 every year. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Ahoms? 
2. Sukapha- How he expanded his territory? 
3. Significance of Asom Divas. 
4. Geographical location of Assam and neighbouring states. 
5. Where was Maulung? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on Chaolung Sukapha and his contributions to the Ahom community. 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-legacy-of-sukapha-founder-of-ahom-kingdom-6468320/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Modern In dian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

 tǳƴŜ bDh ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ψ[ŀƭ-Bal-tŀƭΩ 
Context:  
In a bid to revive the Independence-era spirit of ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀƭ-Bal-tŀƭΩΣ named after nationalists Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Ψ[ƻƪƳŀƴȅŀΩ .ŀƭ DŀƴƎŀŘƘŀǊ ¢ƛƭŀƪ ŀƴŘ .ƛǇƛƴ /ƘŀƴŘǊŀ tŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ƛƭŀƪΣ tǳƴŜ-based 
non-governmental organisation (NGO) Ψ{ŀǊƘŀŘΩ will launch a series of literary and cultural programmes to 
strengthen connections between Maharashtra and West Bengal. 
 
Rationale behind the event: 
Punjab, Bengal and Maharashtra have played significant roles during the struggle for Indian Independence. 
The historical association and cultural bonds among the three States was solidified in the modern era by the 
ǘǊƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ψ[ŀƭ-Bal-tŀƭΩΦ 
After Independence, while the socio-cultural bonds between Maharashtra and Punjab have grown stronger, 
aŀƘŀǊŀǎƘǘǊŀΩǎ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜƴƎŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘΣ despite a rich pedigree of literary and cultural 
affinity in the past. 
 
Highlights: 

¶ It will be a two-year-long event and is named ΨaŀƘŀǊŀǎƘǘǊŀ-.ŜƴƎŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩΦ 

¶ It is envisioned as ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ in these two States. 

¶ It will commence on ¢ƛƭŀƪΩǎ ŘŜath centenary (August 1, 1920-August 1, 2020) and will go on till August 
15, 2022 to mark the 150th birth anniversary of the great philosopher, Sri Aurobindo Ghosh. 

 
Brief overview of contributions made by Lal- Bal- Pal: 

¶ The triumvirate had played a stellar role in the second phase of the Swadeshi movement which 
gathered momentum after the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon in 1905, and which called for the 
boycott of all imported items and the use of Indian-made goods. 
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¶ Lal-Bal-Pal mobilized Indians across the country against the Bengal partition, and the demonstrations, 
strikes and boycotts of British goods that began in Bengal soon spread to other regions in a broader 
protest against the Raj. 

¶ The nationalist movement gradually faded with the arrest of its main leader Bal Gangadhar Tilak and 
retirement of Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh from active politics. 

 
Some facts: 

1. In 1895, Lal started the Punjab National Bankτthe first Indian bank to begin solely with Indian capital, 
and that continues to function till date. 

2. In 1917, Lal founded the Indian Home Rule League of America there. 
3. In 1884, Tilak founded the Deccan Education Society in Pune, and under the banner, opened the New 

English School for primary studies and Fergusson College for higher education. 
4. Bipin Chandra Pal was of a strong opinion that a mass reliance on Swadeshi goods would help people 

get rid of their poverty. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. First Indian to join the Indian Civil Service (ICS). 
2. Contributions of Aurobindo Ghosh. 
3. Who translated ¢ƛƭŀƪΩǎ Geetarahasya and Sant TukaramΩǎ abhangs into Bengali? 
4. Contributions of Rabindranath Tagore. 
5. Who established Shantiniketan? 
6. Who was the Viceroy of India when the partition of Bengal took place? 
7. Objectives of Swadeshi movement. 
8. Key contributions of Lal Bal pal. 

Mains Link: 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ŀƭ .ŀƭ tŀƭ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦ 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/to-mark-tilaks-death-centenary-pune-ngo-aims-to-revive-spirit-of-
lal-bal-pal/article31909160.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different  parts  of the country.  

 Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji 
Context: 
Freedom fighter Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji's life is set to be portrayed on the silver screen, in a 
project starring Malayalam actor Prithviraj Sukumaran. 
 
Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? 

¶ Born in 1870s, he was a brave freedom fighter who stood up to 
the British in YŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ aŀƭŀōŀǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ and 
even established a short-lived regime of his own. 

¶ His father, Moideenkutty Haji, was deported and jailed in the 
Andaman Islands for his participation in a rebellion against the 
British. Such personal incidents, very early on in his life, played 
an important role in lighting the fire of vengeance inside 
Kunjahammed. 

¶ He used art as an instrument to rally the locals against the 
British. 

¶ He promised support the Indian National Congress and Khilafat 
movement against the atrocities of the British and the 
landlords. 
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¶ Haji was aware of the strength of Hindu-Muslim unity and ensured people of other faiths were given 
adequate security. 

 
Causes of the 1921 rebellion: 

¶ When Haji got the news that his countryman and Khilafat leader Ali Musaliyar was arrested at 
Tirurangadi and the mosque has been looted and some police officers killed in the ensuing fight, Haji 
decided to take arms against the British and arranged a band of army with the help of some sepoys 
who enthusiastically rallied behind him. 

¶ He ensured that the movement had a secular character. But at the same time, he targeted all those 
who helped the British, be they Hindu or Muslim. 

 
Outcomes: 

1. As the rebellion helmed by the Haji and others began to spread across the Ernad and Valluvanad taluks 
of erstwhile Malabar district, British officers and the local police loyal to them escaped, leaving vast 
tracts of territory firmly under the control of the local rebels. The territory was declared an 
ΨƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфнм ǿƛǘƘ IŀƧƛ ƛǘǎ ǳƴŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǊǳƭŜǊΦ 

2. For nearly six months, Haji ran a parallel Khilafat regime headquartered in Nilambur, with even its 
own separate passport, currency and system of taxation. 

3. During the time, an extensive army with the participation of Hindu men was built with the express aim 
of thwarting any attempt by the British to overthrow the Khilafat rule. 

4. Tenants were granted the power over the lands they cultivated along with tax incentives. 
 
How his rule came to an end? 
The rule did not last long. In January 1922, under the guise of a treaty, the British betrayed Haji through his 
close friend Unyan Musaliyar, arresting him from his hideout and producing him before a British judge. He was 
sentenced to death along with his compatriots. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who was Haji? 
2. What was the 1921 Malabar rebellion all about? 
3. How he established his own independent state and ruled it? 
4. What is Khilafat Movement? 
5. Outcomes of Khilafat movement. 

Mains Link: 
Who was Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji? How he stood up to the British in Malabar region in 1921? 
Discuss the outcomes of the rebellion. 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-variyamkunnath-kunjahammed-haji-the-khilafat-
leader-6471224/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: History of the world will include events from 18th century suc h as industrial  
revolution, world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,  
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc. - their forms and effect on 
the society. 

 What is victory day? 
Context: 
Russia, on June 24th, celebrated 75th Victory Day, with a military parade that was meant to be held on 9 May 
(Postponed because of COVID pandemic).  
 
What is Victory Day? 
Victory Day marks the end of World War II and the victory of the Allied Forces in 1945. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Adolf Hitler had shot himself on April 30. On May 7, German troops surrendered, which was formally 
accepted the next day, and came into effect on May 9. 
In most European countries, it is celebrated on May 8, and is called the Victory in Europe Day. 
 
Why does Russia not celebrate Victory Day on the same date? 
This is because the instrument of surrender signed on May 7 stipulated that all hostilities would cease at 
23:01 Berlin Time on May 8 and, as time in Moscow was an hour ahead, this would push the ceasefire into 
May 9. 

1. An initial document was signed in Reims, France on 
May 7. 

2. But, Russia argued that some German troops 
considered the Reims instrument a surrender to 
the Western allies only and that fighting continued 
in eastern Europe, especially in Prague. 

3. Therefore, Soviet Union demanded another signing. 
4. A second surrender ceremony then took place in a 

manor on the outskirts of Berlin late on May 8, 
when it was already May 9 in Moscow. 

5. Both texts stipulated that forces under German 
control were to cease operations at 11:01pm Berlin 
Time. 

Therefore, in the eyes of the Soviet Union, the head of Germany's armed forces surrendered personally to 
WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ aŀȅ ф and the instrument of surrender was signed in the early hours of that 
day. 
 
Is the June 24 date particularly significant? 
The celebrations this year were pushed to June because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Nevertheless, June 24th is also significant for Russia.  

¶ After winning the war and having its own Victory Day on May 9, Stalin wanted to commemorate the 
victory with a military parade On June 24, 1945 in commemoration of the victory over Germany in the 
Great Patriotic War. 

¶ Hence the first Victory Day Parade took place on June 24 in Moscow. 
However, since then, the Victory Day Parades have taken place on May 9. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Axis and Allied powers. 
2. Reasons for the WW2. 
3. Outcomes of WW2. 
4. Why Victory Day celebration dates differ across the world? 
5. Why Russia Chose May 9th? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note Victory Day celebrated by Russia. 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/victory-day-why-russia-celebrates-wwii-triumph-on-a-different-
date-6473090/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.  

 Commission to Examine Sub Categorization of other Backward Classes 
Context: 
Cabinet approves Extension of term of the commission constituted under Article 340 of the constitution to 
examine the issue of Sub-categorization within other Backward Classes in the Central List. 
 

poli 
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What is Article 340? 
Article 340 of the Indian Constitution lays down conditions for the appointment of a Commission to investigate 
the conditions of the backward classes. The President may by order appoint a Commission consisting of such 
persons as he thinks fit to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally backward classes within the 
territory of India. 
 
Constitutional basis: 
Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before the law. That means un-equals cannot be treated 
equally. Measures are required to be taken for the upliftment of un-equals to bring them on par with the 
advanced classes. 
Article 16 (4) provides that the State can make any provision for the reservation of appointments or posts in 
favour of any backward class of citizens who, in the opinion of the state, are not adequately represented in the 
services under the State. 
 
Sub- categorisation: 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) proposed the sub-categorisation of Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) back in 2015. 
In October 2017, President Ram Nath Kovind, in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 340 of the 
Constitution, appointed a commission to examine the issue of sub-categorisation of OBCs, chaired by retired 
Justice G. Rohini, to ensure social justice in an efficient manner by prioritising the Extremely Backward Classes 
(EBCs). 
 
Need for sub- categorization: 
Sub categorization of the OBCs will ensure that the more backward among the OBC communities can also 
access the benefits of reservation for educational institutions and government jobs. 
At present, there is no sub-categorisation and 27% reservation is a monolithic entity. 
 
Analysis: 
This decision speaks to the long years of failure in effectively preventing large sections of the creamy layer 
from taking advantage of the quota system to the detriment of the poorer sections among their own caste 
groups. 
In effect, the Union government is now seeking to ensure a more equitable distribution of reservation benefits 
by further differentiating caste groups coming under backward classes on the basis of their levels of social and 
economic backwardness. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Overview of Articles 340, 14, 15 and 16. 
2. Head of the commission to examine the issue of sub-categorisation of OBCs. 
3. tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΨǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ оплΦ 
4. Mandal Commission. 
5. Powers to include or exclude communities from the central list of OBCs. 
6. States powers to categorise OBCs. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for sub- categorisation of OBCs. 
Sources: pib. 
 
Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

 /ȅŎƭƻƴƛŎ {ǘƻǊƳ ΨbL{!wD!Ω 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Tropical Cyclones- factors responsible, the process, naming and impact. 
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Context: Cyclonic Storm formed over East central Arabian Sea has been named Nisarga. The name in the new 
list was suggested by Bangladesh. 
The cyclone track -- issued by India Meteorological Department (IMD) authorities -- show that Nisarga will 
cross very close to the Mumbai coast while entering the land. Maharashtra and Gujarat are on pre-cyclone 
alert as very heavy to extremely heavy rainfall is expected in parts of the states. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ 
Conditions are favourable for intensification of the cyclone because the sea surface temperature is about 30 to 
32 degrees Celsius, as compared to a normal of 28 degrees Celsius during this season. 
It is very likely to intensify into a Severe Cyclonic Storm during next 12 hours. 
 
What is a cyclone? 
Tropical Cyclone is any large system of winds that circulates about a center of low atmospheric pressure in a 
counter-clockwise direction north of the Equator and in a clockwise direction to the south.  
 
Cyclone formation: 

1. Cyclone is the formation of very low-pressure system 
with very high-speed winds revolving around it. 

2. Factors like wind speed, wind direction, temperature 
and humidity contribute to the development of 
cyclones. 

3. Before cloud formation, water takes up heat from the 
atmosphere to change into vapour. When water vapour 
changes back to liquid form as raindrops, this heat is 
released to the atmosphere. 

4. The heat released to the atmosphere warms the air 
around. The air tends to rise and causes a drop in 
pressure. More air rushes to the centre of the storm. 
This cycle is repeated. 

 
Additional facts: 

¶ Cyclones around the world are named by Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres and Tropical 
Cyclone Warning Centres. There are a total of six RSMCs and five TCWCs, including the India 
Meteorological Department. 

¶ The Indian weather bureau has been mandated with the duty to name cyclones that develop over the 
North Indian ocean, including Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal, by following a standard procedure. 

¶ IMD released a list of cyclone names in April 2020 as suggested by the 13 countries. 

¶ The next few cyclones will be named Gati (named by India), Nivar (Iran), Burevi (Maldives), Tauktae 
(Myanmar) and Yaas (Oman). 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Factors responsible for the genesis of cyclones. 
2. Naming of cyclones in various regions of the world. 
3. Why more cyclones in Eastern coast of India? 
4. What is coriolis force? 
5. What is latent heat of condensation? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the factors responsible for the formation of tropical cyclones. 
All about tropical cyclones: 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq3ssZmuhXY. 
Sources: pib. 
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 {ǳƴΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀ 
Context: Scientists have recently discovered tiny flashes of radio light emanating from all over the Sun, which 
they say could help in explaining the long-pending coronal heating problem. 
The data was collected with the help of the Murchison Widefield Array (MWA) radio telescope. 
 
What is it? 
The radio lights or signals under study result from beams of electrons accelerated in the aftermath of a 
magnetic explosion on the Sun. 
These observations are the strongest evidence till date that the tiny magnetic explosions, originally referred to 
ŀǎ ΨnaƴƻŦƭŀǊŜǎΩ by eminent American solar astrophysicist Eugene Parker. 
Researchers believe that these explosions could indeed be heating up the corona. 
 
What Is the Sun's Corona? 
¢ƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊƳƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ƛǎ usually 
hidden by the bright light of the Sun's 
surface. That makes it difficult to see 
without using special instruments. 
However, the corona can be viewed during 
a total solar eclipse. 
 
Features: 
The corona is about 10 million times less dense than the {ǳƴΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǿ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ 
much less bright than the surface of the Sun. 
 
Why is the corona so hot? 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ. Astronomers have been trying to solve this mystery for a 
long time. The ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜτfar from its surface. Yet the corona is 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
 
How does the corona cause solar winds? 
The corona extends far out into space. From it comes the solar wind that travels through our solar system. The 
corona's temperature causes its particles to move at very high speeds. These speeds are so high that the 
particles can escape the Sun's gravity. 
 
About Widefield Array (MWA) radio telescope: 

¶ It is a joint project between an international consortium of organisations to construct and operate a 
low-frequency radio array. 

¶ Operating in the frequency range 70ς300 MHz, the main scientific goals of the MWA are to detect 
neutral atomic Hydrogen emission from the cosmological Epoch of Reionization (EoR), to study the 
sun, the heliosphere, the Earth's ionosphere, and radio transient phenomena, as well as map the 
extragalactic radio sky. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Where is MWA radio telescope located? 
2. What are radio waves? 
3. Different layers of sun? 
4. What are solar flares? 
5. What are Sunspots? 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/now-more-light-on-suns-coronal-heating-
puzzle/article31733303.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 What is a Solar Eclipse? 
Context: 
Country witnessed an annular solar eclipse on 21th June, 2020. 
This eclipse is a rare annular eclipse that occurs once in every one or two years, and coincides with the 
ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ called the summer solstice. 
 
What is a Solar Eclipse? 
It is a natural event that takes place on Earth when the Moon moves in its orbit between Earth and the 
Sun (this is also known as an occultation). 
It happens at New Moon, when the Sun and Moon are in conjunction with each other. 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ two parts: the dark umbra and the lighter 
penumbra) ƳƻǾŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΚ 
If the Moon was only slightly closer to Earth, and orbited in the same plane and its orbit was circular, we would 
see eclipses each month. The lunar orbiǘ ƛǎ ŜƭƭƛǇǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƭǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƻǊōƛǘΣ so we can only see 
up to 5 eclipses per year. Depending on the geometry of the Sun, Moon and Earth, the Sun can be totally 
blocked, or it can be partially blocked. 

 
Solar Eclipse Types: 

1. Total Solar Eclipse: 
It occurs when the Moon completely blocks the solar disk. In a total solar eclipse, the narrowest part of the 
path (where the Sun is completely blocked and the Moon casts its darkest shadow (called the umbra)) is called 
ǘƘŜ άȊƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭƛǘȅέΦ 
A phenomenon called ά.ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ .ŜŀŘǎέ often appears as sunlight shines out through valleys on the lunar 
surface. 
 

2. Annular Solar Eclipse: 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴ ƛǎ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǊōƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ 
disk. During such an event, a bright ring of sunlight shines around the Moon. This type of eclipse is a called an 
άŀƴƴǳƭŀǊέ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜΦ  
 

3. Partial Solar Eclipse: 
Lǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŀǊ ǇŜƴǳƳōǊŀ όǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴ 
moves between Earth and the Sun. The Moon does not block the entire solar disk, as seen from Earth. 
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Depending on your location during a partial eclipse, you might see anything from a small sliver of the Sun being 
blotted out to a nearly total eclipse. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Solar vs Lunar eclipse- differences. 
2. Types of Solar Eclipses. 
3. Umbra vs Penumbra. 
4. aƻƻƴΩǎ ƻǊōƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ 
5. ²Ƙȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
6. Solstices. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on annular solar eclipse. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Why do earthquakes happen in Mizoram? 
Context: 
A medium intensity earthquake of 5.1 magnitude rocked Mizoram, Meghalaya, Manipur and the other 
northeastern States on 21st June. 
 
Why Mizoram and Tripura are more vulnerable? 
As per the seismic hazard map of India, both the states of Mizoram and Tripura lie entirely in Zone V.  

¶ Also, in Mizoram, lie the southern most end of the Purvanchal Himalayan range. Their folded structure 
is a synclinorium consisting of broad synclines and tight-faulted anticlines. 

¶ Therefore, earthquakes in this region are generally shallow, though a few quakes of intermediate depth 
have occurred. Most deeper earthquakes occur along and across the international border, in 
Myanmar's Chin Division. Earthquake activity in Tripura is mainly shallow. The Dauki Fault which 
follows the international border of India and Bangladesh in Meghalaya passes though northern sections 
of Tripura. 

¶ The other major threat is from the 
Madhupur Fault in Bangladesh. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who releases seismic hazard map of India? 
2. Earth quake waves- types, propagation and impact. 
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3. What are anticlines and synclines? 
4. Fold mountains- reasons for formation and examples. 
5. Fault mountains in India. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why north east region of India is more vulnerable to earthquakes. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/quake-rocks-northeast/article31884942.ece.  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 WMO findings on lightning strikes 
Highlights: 

1. Brazil recorded a lightning strike that travelled a distance of 709 kilometres in 2018. 
2. The previous record for the longest detected distance for a single lightning flash was for 321 km on 

June 20, 2007, across the US state of Oklahoma. 
3. Brazil has the highest incidence of lightning in the world τ an average of 77.8 million strikes per year. 
4. Argentina recorded a strike that lasted for 16.73 seconds in 2019.  
5. The previous record was a single lightning flash that lasted continuously for 7.74 seconds on August 30, 

2012 over Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur, France. 
6. The lightning flashes that have now entered the record books are known as ΨaŜƎŀŦƭŀǎƘŜǎΩ in scientific 

parlance. 
 
Lightning strikes in India: 

1. Bihar is second after Uttar Pradesh with the maximum number of deaths due to lightning. 
2. At least 170 people died in Bihar due to lightning in 2019 between April 1 and July 31. 
3. The number of lightning days across India have been increasing significantly every month. 
4. Lightning strikes kill more people in India than any other extreme weather event. 

 
What is lightning? 
It is a very rapid τ and massive τ discharge of electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is directed 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
These discharges are generated in giant moisture-bearing clouds that are 10-12 km tall.  
 

How does it strike? 
1. The base of these clouds typically lies within 1-н ƪƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǇ ƛǎ мн-13 km 

away. Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus 35 to minus 45 
degrees Celsius. 

2. As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, the falling temperature causes it to condense. Heat is 
generated in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up. 

3. As they move to temperatures below zero degrees celsius, the water droplets change into small ice 
crystals. They continue to move up, gathering mass τ until they are so heavy that they start to fall to 
Earth. 

4. This leads to a system in which, simultaneously, smaller ice crystals are moving up and bigger crystals 
are coming down. 
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5. Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electrons τ a process that is very similar to the generation 
of sparks of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more electrons, a chain 
reaction ensues. 

6. This process results in a situation in which the top layer of the cloud gets positively charged, while the 
middle layer is negatively charged. The electrical potential difference between the two layers is huge 
τ of the order of a billion to 10 billion volts. In very little time, a massive current, of the order of 
100,000 to a million amperes, starts to flow between the layers. 

7. An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between the 
two layers of the cloud. This heat gives the air column a reddish appearance during lightning. As the 
heated air column expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder. 

  
How does this current reach the Earth from the cloud? 

1. While the Earth is a good conductor of electricity, it is electrically neutral. However, in comparison to 
the middle layer of the cloud, it becomes positively charged. As a result, about 15%-20% of the current 
gets directed towards the Earth as well. It is this flow of current that results in damage to life and 
property on Earth. 

2. There is a greater probability of lightning striking tall objects such as trees, towers or buildings. Once 
it is about 80-100 m from the surface, lightning tends to change course towards these taller objects. 
This happens because air is a poor conductor of electricity, and electrons that are travelling through 
ŀƛǊ ǎŜŜƪ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǎǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
surface. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How lightning strikes? 
2. What are megaflashes? 
3. Is earth a good conductor of electricity? 
4. Types of clouds. 
5. Lightning strikes in India. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on how lightning phenomenon. 
Link: 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/natural-disasters/south-america-witnessed-extreme-lightning-strikes-
in-2018-2019-wmo-71999. 
Sources: down to earth. 
 

 Zealandia 
Researchers from GNS Science in New Zealand have announced that they mapped the shape and size of the 
Zealandia continent in unprecedented detail.  
 
Background: 
Scientists confirmed the existence of an eighth continent, called Zealandia, under New Zealand and the 
surrounding ocean in 2017. 
Because 94% of Zealandia's 2 million square miles are underwater, mapping the continent is challenging. 
 
Latest findings: 

1. Zealandia's area is nearly 2 million square miles (5 million square kilometers) τ about half the size of 
Australia. 

2. But only 6% of the continent is above sea level. That part underpins New Zealand's north and south 
islands and the island of New Caledonia. 

3. Latest map depicts coastlines, territorial limits, and the names of major undersea features. The map is 
part of a global initiative to map the planet's entire ocean floor by 2030. 
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4. This map also reveals where Zealandia sits across 
various tectonic plates, which of those plates are 
being pushed under the other in a process known 
as subduction, and how quickly that movement is 
happening. 

 
How Zealandia evolved? 
Gondwana formed when Earth's ancient 
supercontinent, Pangea, split into two fragments. 

¶ Laurasia in the north became Europe, Asia, and 
North America. 

¶ Gondwana in the south dispersed to form modern-
day Africa, Antarctica, South America, and 
Australia. 

Further, Geologic forces continued to rearrange these land 
masses, and Zealandia was forced under the waves about 
30 million to 50 million years after it broke off Gondwana 
as the largest tectonic plate τ the Pacific Plate τ slowly 
subducted beneath it. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Pangea, Gondwana and Laurasia. 
2. Where is Zeanlandia? 
3. Regions surrounding. 
4. What are tectonic plates? Name the major plates. 
5. {ƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎǊǳǎǘΦ 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Zealandia. 
 
Sources: TOI. 
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries.  

 Official language in High Courts 
Context: Lawyers have challenged in the Supreme Court a law which makes Hindi the official language in 
courts in Haryana. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The petition contends that the Haryana Official Language (Amendment) Act of 2020 has unconstitutionally 
and arbitrarily imposed Hindi as the sole official language to be used in lower courts across the State. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΚ 

¶ The lawyers have argued that English is widely used by advocates and the subordinate judiciary in 
lower courts in justice administration work. 

¶ The imposition of Hindi as the sole language would result in an unreasonable classification between 
lawyers who are fluent in Hindi and those who are not. 

¶ They say the amendment was a violation of the fundamental right to equality, freedom to practice a 
profession of choice, dignity and livelihood. 

 
What the Constitution says? 
Article 348 (1) of the Constitution of India provides that all proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every 
High court shall be in English Language until Parliament by law otherwise provides. 

¶ Under Article 348 (2), the Governor of the State may, with the previous consent of the President, 
authorize the use of the Hindi language or any other language used for any official purpose of the 
State, in the proceedings of the High Court having its principal seat in that State provided that decrees, 
judgments or orders passed by such High Courts shall be in English. 

Section 7 of the Official Languages Act, 1963, provides that the use of Hindi or official language of a State in 
addition to the English language may be authorized, with the consent of the President of India, by the Governor 
of the State for purpose of judgments etc. made by the High Court for that State. 
The provision of optional use of Hindi in proceedings has already been made in the High Courts of Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Which states in India have the provision of optional use of Hindi in Court proceedings? 
2. What is Eighth schedule of the Indian Constitution. 
3. What is Article 348 related to? 
4. DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΩ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƛƴŘǳ ƛƴ IƛƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎΦ 
5. Who can add or remove languages from 8th schedule? 

Mains Link: 
²Ƙȅ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ IŀǊȅŀƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ Hindi as the official language in 
courts in Haryana? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/law-making-hindi-official-language-in-haryana-courts-challenged-
in-sc/article31693400.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 
Context: The Supreme Court has ordered that ŀ ǇƭŜŀ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ Ψ.ƘŀǊŀǘΩ be 
converted into a representation and forwarded to the Union government for an appropriate decision. 
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The Court said, ά.ƘŀǊŀǘ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ LƴŘƛŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ƘŀǊŀǘΩ ƛƴ 
the /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
A petition was filed which said, ΨLƴŘƛŀΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ 
ǘŜǊƳ ΨLƴŘƛŎŀΩΦ 
The petition seeks an amendment to Article 1 of the Constitution, ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ άLƴŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ .Ƙŀrat, shall be a 
¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎέΦ 
Lǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ΨLƴŘƛŀΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ is to ensure citizens of this country to get over the 
colonial past and instil a sense of pride in our nationality. 
And it will also justify the hard fought freedom by our freedom fighters. 
 
How constituent assembly dealt with this? 
The constituent assembly debated Article 1 of the then draft constitution prepared under the chairmanship of 
BR Ambedkar. 
It was a heated debate that saw sharp exchanges among the members on November 18, 1949 - just eight days 
before the Constitution was adopted by "We, the people". 
HV Kamath objected to the Ambedkar committee's draft that had two names - India and Bharat. 

¶ He proposed amendments to Article 1 putting Bharat or alternatively Hind as the primary name for 
the country and pronouncing India only as the name in the English language. 

Seth Govind Das said, "India, that is, Bharat" are not beautiful words for the name of a country. We should 
have put the words "Bharat known as India also in foreign countries." 

¶ Das cited the Vedas, the Mahabharat, couple of Puranas and the writings of Chinese traveller Hiuen-
Tsang to say that Bharat was the original name of the country, hence India should not be put as the 
primary name in the constitution post-independence. 

¶ He also invoked Mahatma Gandhi saying that the country fought the battle of freedom raising the 
slogan of "Bharat Mata Ki Jai" asserting that Bharat could be the only plausible name for the country. 

Among others who supported India being named only as Bharat included KV Rao from Andhra Pradesh. 
MA Ayyangar of Madras province proposed names of Bharat, Bharat Varsha and Hindustan as substitutes for 
India in Article 1. 
At the end, when Rajendra Prasad put the amendments to vote, all fell. Article 1 remained intact as "India, 
that is Bharat". However, the debate has continued. 
 
What the constitution says? 
As per Article 1 in the Constitution, the territory of India shall consist of: The territories of the states, The 
Union territories and Any territory that may be acquired. 
The names of the States and the Unions have been described in the First Schedule. This schedule also held 
that there were four Categories of State and territories - Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D. 
In the seventh amendment of the Constitution in 1956 the distinction between the Part A and Part B states 
was abolished. Subsequently states were reorganized on linguistic basis.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Article 1? 
2. What is the union of states? 
3. Territory of India includes? 
4. Who can change the name of states and what is the procedure to be followed? 
5. Amendments to article 1 to 3? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on schedule 1 of the Indian Constitution. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GCK7FLJV9.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 10th Schedule of the Constitution  
Why in News? 
The Supreme Court has asked the Goa Assembly Speaker to respond to a plea filed by the opposition Congress 
party to decide on the disqualification proceedings against 10 legislators who joined the ruling BJP in July last 
year. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 

¶ In July last year 10 MLAs, purportedly claiming to form a two-third of Indian National Congress (INC), 
decided to merge the said legislature party with the BJP and accordingly addressed a communication to 
that effect to the Speaker. 

¶ Based on the communication, the Speaker took ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ƳŜǊƎŜǊ ƻŦ Lb/Ωǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ 
the Goa Legislative Assembly, and allotted the 10 seats in the Assembly along with the members of the 
.WtέΦ 

However, petitioners contended that the legislators in question have incurred disqualification under Article 
191(2) of the Constitution, read with para 2 of the Tenth Schedule (defection), and are liable to be 
disqualified as members of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
What is the anti-defection law? 
The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. 

1. It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the 
Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 

2. The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or 
the Speaker of such House, and his decision is final. 

The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 
 
Disqualification: 
If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

1. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 
2. Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if 

the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or 
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

3. If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 
4. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

 
Exceptions under the law: 
Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 

¶ The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger. 

¶ In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original 
party will face disqualification. 

 
Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review: 
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This condition 
was ǎǘǊǳŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ мффнΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention 
until the Presiding Officer gives his order. 
 
Advantages of anti-defection law: 

1. Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance. 
2. Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 
3. Promotes party discipline. 
4. Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 
5. Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 
6. Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 
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Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law: 

1. Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms: Disqualification should be limited to following 
cases: 

A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party 
A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote of confidence or 
motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in danger. 
 

2. Law Commission (170th Report): 
Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted. 
Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection. 
Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger. 
 

3. Election Commission: 
Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the binding advice of the 
Election Commission. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Names of various committees and commissions with regard to Anti Defection law. 
2. Committees vs Commissions. 
3. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial review. 
4. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
5. Is anti- defection law applicable to the presiding officer? 
6. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 

Mains Link: 
Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-issues-notice-to-goa-assembly-speaker-on-mla-disqualification-
proceedings/article31846875.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Reservation is not a fundamental right says Supreme Court 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΚ 
The Supreme Court has said that reservation of seats to certain communities was not a Fundamental Right. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The Court said this while refusing to act on a petition filed by all political parties from Tamil Nadu who sought 
50% OBC reservation in the all-India NEET seats surrendered by states.  
All political parties from Tamil Nadu filed a writ petition under Article 32 of the Constitution. 
They accused the Centre of violating ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ by not 
implementing the 50% quota for Backward Classes and Most Backward Classes for the All India Quota seats in 
medical and dental science courses. 
 
Key observations made by the Court: 
wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘέΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ Article 32 could not be applied. 
Therefore, not giving the quota benefits cannot be construed as a violation of any constitutional right. 
 
tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
Non-implementation of such reservations in the state amounted to violation of Fundamental Rights of its 
residents. 
This is because, the Director General of Health Services is not following any of the following laws to provide 
reservations: 
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1. The Tamil Nadu Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of Seats in 
Educational Institutions and of Appointments or Posts in the Services under the State) Act, 1993 to 
provide 50% reservation for OBC candidates in All India Quota in undergraduate as well as 
postgraduate medical courses in Tamil Nadu. 

2. 27% reservation for OBC candidates in All India Quota in undergraduate as well as postgraduate 
medical courses to other States. 

 
CourtΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΥ 
In February 2020, the Supreme Court ruled that there is no fundamental right to claim reservation in public 
jobs and no court can order a state government to provide for reservation to SC/STs. 
 
Additional information: 
Constitutional Provisions regarding Reservations:  

1. Articles 15(4) and 16(4) state that the equality provisions do not prevent the government from making 
special provisions in matters of admission to educational institutions or jobs in favour of backward 
classes, particularly the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and the Scheduled Tribes (STs). 

2. Article 16(4A) allows reservations to SCs and STs in promotions, as long as the government believes 
that they are not adequately represented in government services. 

3. In the Indra Sawhney case of 1992, the Supreme Court fixed the upper limit for the 
combined reservation quota should not exceed 50% of seats. 

4. In 2019, the 103rd Constitution Amendment Act was passed empowering both Centre and the states 
to provide 10% reservation to the EWS category of society in government jobs and educational 
institutions. 

 
Writ jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court under Article 32 and the High courts under Article 226 of the Constitution can issue the 
writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari and quo-warranto to check and enforce 
fundamental rights .  
The Parliament under Article 32 can also empower any other court to issue these writs. However, no such 
provision has been made so far. 
The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of fundamental rights whereas a High court can 
issue writs for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights and also for an ordinary legal right. 
 
InstaLinks: 

1. What is NEET? 
2. Constitutional provisions wrt to Reservations. 
3. Overview of articles 32, 226, 14, 15 and 16. 
4. What are writs? 
5. Difference in powers of SC and HC wrt writ jurisdictions. 
6. Indra Sawhney case verdict. 
7. When can Article 32 be suspended? 
8. Who can empower any other court to issue writs? 

Mains Link: 
Reservation is not a fundamental right. Discuss in the light of recent verdict of the Supreme Court. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/right-to-reservation-is-not-fundamental-right-observes-
judge-as-tn-parties-withdraw-plea-for-obc-quota-in-medical-courses/article31807732.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Separation of p owers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and  
institutions.  

 PM CARES Fund Not A 'Public Authority' Under RTI Act 
Context: Stating that PM CARES FUNDS is not a 'public authority' under Section 2(h) of the Right to 
Information Act, 2005, the Prime Minister's Office(PMO) has refused to divulge information sought in an 
application filed under the RTI Act. 
 
What is 'public authority' under RTI? 
As per Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, "public authority" is means any authority or body or institution of self-
government established or constituted: 

1. by or under the Constitution;  
2. by any other law made by Parliament; 
3. by any other law made by State Legislature;  
4. by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government. 

The definition of 'public authority' also includes bodies owned, controlled or substantially financed by the 
government and non-governmental organizations substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds 
provided by the appropriate Government. 
 
Implications of this move: 

¶ For a trust which is created and run by 4 cabinet ministers in their ex-officio capacities, denying the 
status of 'public authority' is a big blow to transparency and not to mention our democratic values. 

¶ The name, composition of the trust, control, usage of emblem, government domain name everything 
signifies that it is a public authority. By simply ruling that it's not a public authority and denying the 
application of RTI Act, the Government has constructed walls of secrecy around it.  

 
What is PM CARES fund? 
The PM CARES Fund was created on 28 March 2020, "with the primary objective of dealing with any kind of 
emergency or distress situation, like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic". 
It is ŀ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊǳǎǘέΦ 
 
Who administers the fund? 
Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, Minister of Home 
Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are ex-officio Trustees of the Fund. 
 
Why it should be monitored? 
Reports suggest that PM CARES has already received contributions in excess of Rs. 10,000 crores. It amassed a 
staggering Rs. 6,500 crores in its very first week with donations from large corporate houses and celebrities. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΨs argument? 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ta /!w9{ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘέ seems to be that it is a fund based 
on voluntary contributions of individuals and organisations, and as such, beyond the full-fledged scrutiny of the 
CAG.  
 
Need of the hour: 
The very purpose of having a separate public account of India under Article 266(2), as against the Consolidated 
Fund of India [Article 266(1)] and the Contingency Fund of India (Article 267), is to cover receipts that do not 
fall in either of these two funds. 
{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ta /!w9{ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǎǳƳǎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
manifestly at the behest of the government of India, allowing the CAG to audit it will be a step in the direction 
of transparency and instil public confidence in the Fund. 
 
What the Constitution of India says? 
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Under Article 266(2) of the ConstitutionΣ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƻƴŜȅǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ƻǊ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΣ 
which is not on account of revenue from taxes, duties, repayment of loans and the like should be credited to 
the Public Account of India. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Articles 266 vs 267. 
2. What is a public account? 
3. Who administers PM CARES fund? 
4. Which organisations are exempted from the ambit of RTI act? 
5. What is Consolidated fund of India? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why PM CARES fund should be brought within the ambit of RTI act? 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-pm-cares-is-not-a-public-authority-under-rti-act-
pmo/article31712146.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
Context: Delhi Lt Governor Anil Baijal has issued two orders that struck down key announcements made by 
the Delhi government in the past week. These include: 

1. To reserve beds in private and Delhi government hospitals for residents of Delhi. 
2. To limit the scope of Covid-19 testing. 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has announced to restrict COVID-мф ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
those run by the government of NCT only to those with proof of residence in the city. 
Besides, the Director General of Health Services Delhi (DGHS), had ruled out testing of asymptomatic contacts 
of confirmed patients. 
 
Why Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi overruled this decision? 

1. Right to HeaƭǘƘΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нм of the Constitution. While health 
care is far from being universal in India, positively denying that to someone on the grounds of 
residency is insensitive and irresponsible. 

2. The NCT is functionally contiguous with Gurugram in Haryana and NOIDA in Uttar Pradesh. 
Thousands cross these borders for work and other needs including health care. People contribute to 
tax revenues in three different jurisdictions. And hence there cannot be restrictions. 

3. In his second order, the L-DΣ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ άŘŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
Research (ICMR), directed the Delhi government to test asymptomatic direct and high-risk contacts of 
confirmed cases as well. It is because deviation in the ICMR guidelines can result in inadequate 
contact tracing of affected individuals and can result in further spread of COVID-19 in NCT of Delhi. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾŜΚ 
Situation in Delhi is already worsening. 5.5 lakh COVID-19 cases are expected by July-end for which 80,000 beds 
could be needed.  
 
Powers of Lt. Governor to issue such orders: 
He is empowered to issue such orders in his capacity as chairperson of the Delhi Disaster Management 
Authority (DDMA). 
These powers have been conferred under Section 18(3) read with Section 18(2)(d) of the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜƭƘƛ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΚ 
If this order was implemented, it would have largely had two effects: 
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1. It would have denied healthcare to scores of patients from other states who come to Delhi for 
specialised treatment that is unavailable to them in their hometowns. 

2. It would have led to denial of medical care to even those living and working in Delhi ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have identity proofs of residency in Delhi. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. SDMA- composition,  functions and powers. 
2. Lt Governor of Delhi Vs Governors of states- difference in powers and their appointment. 
3. DDMA- chairperson and powers to overrule government orders. 
4. NCR consists of? 
5. Who appoints the Chief Minister of Delhi? 

Mains Link: 
Can treatment In hospitals of a particular state be reserved for only the residents of that state? Discuss the 
issues involved. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/l-g-overrules-delhi-govt-order-to-restrict-covid-19-
treatment/article31782995.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Krishna and Godavari water utilisation 
Context: The Union government is going to take stock of water utilisation from the Krishna and Godavari rivers 
following Telangana and Andhra Pradesh filing complaints against each other. 
In this regard, the Union Ministry of Jal Sakthi has asked the Chairpersons of the Krishna and Godavari River 
Management Boards to procure the details of the irrigation projects in Maharashtra and Karnataka, too, and 
submit them to the Centre in a month. 
 
Need for: 
The main objective of the exercise appears to be to assess whether surplus water will be available for the new 
projects in the light of the disputes. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The two States- AP ans Telangana- share stretches of the Krishna and the Godavari and own their tributaries. 
They have embarked on several new projects without getting clearance from the river boards, the Central 
Water Commission and the apex council comprising the Union Water Resources Minister and the Chief 
Ministers, as mandated by the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014.  
But, Telangana government last year filed a complaint against AP government for taking up projects across 
Krishna river. 
 
The Krishna: 
It is an east-flowing river. 
Originates at Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra and merges with the Bay of Bengal, flowing through 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 
Tributaries: Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, Warna, Dindi, Musi and 
Dudhganga. 
 
Godavari River: 
Rises from Trimbakeshwar near Nasik in Maharashtra and flows for a length of about 1465 km before 
outfalling into the Bay of Bengal. 
Basin: The Godavari basin extends over states of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha in 
addition to smaller parts in Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Union territory of Puducherry. 
Tributaries: Pravara, Purna, Manjra, Penganga, Wardha, Wainganga, Pranhita (combined flow of Wainganga, 
Penganga, Wardha), Indravati, Maner and the Sabri. 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Tributaries of Krishna. 
2. Tributaries of Godavari. 
3. East vs West flowing rivers of India. 
4. Interstate river water disputes- key provisions. 
5. Krishna and Godavari River Management Boards- formation, functions and orders. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-to-take-stock-of-krishna-and-godavari-water-
utilisation/article31790230.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Rule of Law index 
Why in News? 
A petition was filed in the Supreme Court asking the Court to direct the government to setup expert panels to 
ōƻƻǎǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ the Rule of Law Index. 
 
What has the petitioner demanded?  
A direction to the government to constitute expert committees to examine the best practices of the countries 
ranked among top 20 in Rule of Law Index-2020 ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ άǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎέ 
of India. 
 
And why these demands have been made? 
On March 11, the World Justice Project announced the Rule of Law Index and ranked India in the 69th 
position. 

¶ India has never been ranked even among top 50 in the Index, but successive governments did nothing 
to improve international ranking of India. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜȄ άconfirms poor performance in eight sectors, constraints on 
government powers, absence of corruption, open government, fundamental rights, public order and 
security, regulatory enforcement and civil and criminal jusǘƛŎŜέΦ 

¶ Besides, poor rule of law has a devastating effect on right to life, liberty, economic justice, fraternity, 
individual dignity and national integration. 

¶ It also offends rights guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21. 
 
What has the Court said? 
This was not an "appropriate case" for the court and a representation to this effect can be made to the 
government for taking action. 
This petition may be treated as representation by the respondents for such appropriate actions as may be 
found appropriate, which may be decided within a period of six months. 

 
Additional information: 
What is Rule of Law index? 
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Released by the World Justice Project- an independent organisation. 
It is a quantitative assessment tool designed to offer a detailed and comprehensive picture of the extent to 
which countries adhere to the rule of law in practice. 
The index covers 128 countries. 
 
How are countries ranked? 
Lǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ across eight factors: 
(1) Constraints on Government Powers, (2) Absence of Corruption, (3) Open Government, (4) Fundamental 
Rights, (5) Order and Security, (6) Regulatory Enforcement, (7) Civil Justice, and (8) Criminal Justice. 
 
How is rule of law defined? 
The World Justice Project defines the rule of law system as one in which the following four universal principles 
are upheld: 

1. The government and its officials and agents are accountable under the law. 
2. The laws are clear, publicized, stable and fair, and protect fundamental rights, including the security of 

persons and property. 
3. The process by which the laws are enacted, administered, and enforced is accessible, efficient, and fair. 
4. Justice is delivered by competent, ethical, and independent representatives and neutrals who are of 

sufficient number, have adequate resources and reflect the makeup of the communities they serve. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who releases the Rule of Law index? 
2. Factors on which countries are ranked? 
3. Top 10 and bottom 10 as per the 2020 report. 
4. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǘ years. 
5. What is a petition? 
6. Article 32. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on the rule of law index. Discuss how India can perform better in this. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/decide-on-plea-on-rule-of-law-index-in-6-months-supreme-court-
tells-government/article31863917.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 What is a Review Petition? 
Context: 
The Supreme Court has refused to review its 2018 judgment which decriminalised adultery. 
 
What had the Court ruled then? 
The original judgment was by a Constitution Bench led by then chief justice Dipak Misra who found that 
Section 497 (adultery) ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ tŜƴŀƭ /ƻŘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ άŎƻƳƳŀƴŘέ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ 
other for the fear of penal punishment. 

¶ Two individuals may part if one cheats, but to attach criminality to infidelity is going too far. 

¶ The court had reasoned that there was no data whatsoever to support claims that abolition of adultery 
ŀǎ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ άŎƘŀƻǎ ƛƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅέ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜΦ 

 
Why Court struck down Section 497? 
Section 497 perpetuates subordinate status of women, denies dignity, sexual autonomy, and is based on 
gender stereotypes. Section 497 based on women as chattel, seeks to control sexuality of woman, hits the 
autonomy and dignity of woman. 
It also violates rights guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21. 
 
Past Supreme Court judgements on adultery: 
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The adultery law had come up in court thrice in the past τ in 1954, in 1985, and in 1988. 
1. In 1954, the SC rejected that Section 497 violated the right to equality. 
2. Lƴ мфурΣ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ 

complaints. 
3. Lƴ мфууΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ ƭŀǿ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎǿƻǊŘέΦ 

 
What is a review petition and when can it be filed? 
Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its judgments or orders. 
  
Scope for review: 
When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock of the case but to correct grave 
errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of justice. 
The court has the power to review its rulings ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀ άǇŀǘŜƴǘ ŜǊǊƻǊέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ άƳƛƴƻǊ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦ 
ƛƴŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘέΦ 
In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ άƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƳƛǎsion or patent 
ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǊ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōȅ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŦŀƭƭƛōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ 
  
In a 2013 ruling, the Supreme Court has laid down three grounds for seeking a review of a verdict it has 
delivered: 

1. The discovery of new and important matter or evidence which, after the exercise of due diligence, was 
not within the knowledge of the petitioner or could not be produced by him. 

2. Mistake or error apparent on the face of the record. 
3. Any other sufficient reason. It means a reason that is analogous to the other two grounds. 

In 2013 Union of India v. Sandur Manganese & Iron Ores Ltd) case, the court laid down nine principles on 
when a review is maintainable. 
  
Who can file a review petition? 
As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a 
review. However, the court exercises its discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds 
for seeking the review. 
  
Time- period within which a review petition should be filed? 
As per 1996 rules framed by the Supreme Court: 

1. A review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. While a judgment is 
the final decision in a case, an order is an interim ruling that is subject to its final verdict. 

2. In certain circumstances, the court can condone a delay in filing the review petition if the petitioner can 
establish strong reasons that justify the delay. 

  
The procedure to be followed: 

1. The rules state that review petitions would ordinarily be entertained without oral arguments by 
ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊǎΦ 

2. Review petitions are also heard, as far as practicable, by the same combination of judges who delivered 
the order or judgment that is sought to be reviewed. 

3. If a judge has retired or is unavailable, a replacement is made keeping in mind the seniority of judges. 
4. In exceptional cases, the court allows an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the Supreme Court held 

that review petitions in all death penalty cases will be heard in open court by a Bench of three judges. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Review vs Curative petition. 
2. Procedure to be followed. 
3. Who can file? 
4. Time- period within which a review petition should be filed? 
5. What is Section 497 of IPC? 
6. What is Article 137? 
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Mains Link: 
What is a review petition? What is the procedure to be followed? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-refuses-to-review-decriminalisation-of-
adultery/article31938636.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Parliament  and State Legislatures  ï structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges  and issues arising out of these. 

 Disqualification shadow on 7 Nagaland MLAs 
Context: Gauhati High Court has directed Nagaland Assembly Speaker Sharingain Longkumer to conclude the 
disqualification proceedings against seven lawmakers of the Opposition bŀƎŀ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ CǊƻƴǘ όbtCύ and pass 
appropriate orders within six weeks from June 2. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
On April 24, 2019, the NPF filed disqualification petitions ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ a[!ǎ ŦƻǊ άǿƛƭŦǳƭƭȅέ 
defying its collective decision to support the Congress candidate in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 
NPF claimed the seven MLAs had willfully given up their party membership, thereby attracting provisions under 
the 10th Schedule (anti-defection law) of the Constitution. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ a[!ǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ btCΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ άŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ 
of regionaliǎƳέΣ they said they had backed the other candidate. The NPF had not contested the polls. 
 
What is the anti-defection law? 
The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. 

3. It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the 
Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 

4. The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or 
the Speaker of such House, and his decision is final. 

The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 
 
Disqualification: 
If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

5. Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 
6. Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if 

the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or 
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

7. If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 
8. If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

 
Exceptions under the law: 
Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. 

¶ The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger. 

¶ In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original 
party will face disqualification. 

 
Decision of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review: 
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This condition 
was struck down by the Supreme /ƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ мффнΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 
decision in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention 
until the Presiding Officer gives his order. 
 
Advantages of anti-defection law: 

7. Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance. 
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8. Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 
9. Promotes party discipline. 
10. Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 
11. Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 
12. Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 

 
Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law: 

4. Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms: Disqualification should be limited to following 
cases: 

A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party 
A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote of confidence or 
motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in danger. 
 

5. Law Commission (170th Report): 
Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted. 
Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection. 
Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger. 
 

6. Election Commission: 
Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the binding advice of the 
Election Commission. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

7. Names of various committees and commissions with regard to Anti Defection law. 
8. Committees vs Commissions. 
9. Decision of presiding officer vs Judicial review. 
10. Merger vs Split of political parties. 
11. Is anti- defection law applicable to the presiding officer? 
12. Relevant Supreme Court cases and verdicts. 

Mains Link: 
Examine the provisions of Anti- defection law. Has this law largely failed to meet its objective? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/after-manipur-disqualification-shadow-on-7-
nagaland-mlas/article31746616.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 What is Finance Commission Grants & Other Transfers? 
Context: The Finance Ministry has released Rs 6,195.08 crore revenue deficit grant to 14 states as the third 
equated monthly instalment to enhance their resources during Covid-19 crisis. 
 
The government on May 11, 2020 had released Rs 6,195.08 crore to 14 states as the second equated monthly 
instalment of the Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grant as recommended by the 15th Finance Commission. 
This would provide them additional resources during the Corona crisis. 
 
The 15th Finance Commission used the following criteria while determining the share of states: 

(i) 45% for the income distance. 
(ii) 15% for the population in 2011 
(iii) 15% for the area 
(iv) 10% for forest and ecology 
(v) 12.5% for demographic performance, and  
(vi) 2.5% for tax effort.  
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For 2020-21, the Commission has recommended a total devolution of Rs 8,55,176 crore to the states, which is 
41% of the divisible pool of taxes. This is 1% lower than the percentage recommended by the 14th Finance 
Commission.   
 
What are the various grants recommended by the 15th Finance Commission? 
The Terms of Reference of the Finance Commission require it to recommend grants-in-aid to the States. 
These grants include: (i) revenue deficit grants, (ii) grants to local bodies, and (iii) disaster management grants. 
 
What is the Finance Commission? 
The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitution, mainly to give 
its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the States and amongst the States 
themselves. 
¢ǿƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ redressing the vertical imbalances between the 
taxation powers and expenditure responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalization of 
all public services across the States. 
 
It is the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to: 

1. the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to be, or may 
be, divided between them and the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such 
proceeds; 

2. the principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the 
Consolidated Fund of India; 

3. the measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the 
Panchayats and Municipalities in the State on the basis of the recommendations made by the Finance 
Commission of the State; 

4. any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound finance. 
 
Composition: 
As per the provisions contained in the Finance Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The 
Finance Commission (Salaries & Allowances) Rules, 1951, the Chairman of the Commission is selected from 
among persons who have had experience in public affairs, and the four other members are selected from 
among persons who: 

¶ are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a High Court; or 

¶ have special knowledge of the finances and accounts of Government; or 

¶ have had wide experience in financial matters and in administration; or 

¶ have special knowledge of economics. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. FC- composition. 
2. Functions of FC. 
3. Appointment of members and constitution of FC. 
4. Types of FC grants. 
5. Formula used by 15th finance commission. 

Mains Link: 
Give an account of the composition and functions of the Finance Commission as mentioned in the Constitution 
of India. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Salient features of the Representation  of tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Act. 

 Secrecy of ballot 
Why in News? 
Supreme Court has delivered its judgment on Secrecy of Ballot. 
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¶ The judgment came on an appeal against the Allahabad High Court decision setting aside the voting of 
a no-confidence motion in a zila panchayat in Uttar Pradesh in 2018. 

¶ The High Court had found that some of the panchayat members had violated the rule of secrecy of 
ballot. It relied on CCTV footage to conclude that they had either displayed the ballot papers or by their 
conduct revealed the manner in which they had voted. 

 
What has the Supreme Court said on Secrecy of Ballot? 

¶ Secrecy of ballot is the cornerstone of free and fair elections. The choice of a voter should be free and 
the secret ballot system in a democracy ensures it. 

¶ It is the policy of law to protect the right of voters to secrecy of the ballot. 

¶ Even a remote or distinct possibility that a voter can be forced to disclose for whom she has voted 
would act as a positive constraint and a check on the freedom to exercise of franchise. 

¶ The principle of secrecy of ballots is an important postulate of constitutional democracy. 

¶ However, a voter can also voluntarily waive the privilege of non-disclosure. No one can prevent a 
voter from doing. Nor can a complaint be entertained from any, including the person who wants to 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ ǎƘŜ ǾƻǘŜŘΦ 

 
What the RPA says? 
Section 94 of the Representation of People Act upholds the privilege of the voter to maintain confidentiality 
about her choice of vote. 
 
What next? 
The apex court ordered a re-vote of the motion within the next two months. It ordered the Allahabad District 
Judge or his nominee to act as the presiding officer. The vote should be conducted by the secret ballot system. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Section 94 of RPA? 
2. What is a writ petition? 
3. What is first past the post system? 
4. Constitutional provisions related to panchayat elections in India. 
5. Appeals against High Court judgments. 

Mains Link: 
What is Secrecy of Ballot? Why Supreme Court has termed it as the cornerstone of free and fair elections? 
Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/secrecy-of-ballot-is-the-cornerstone-of-free-and-fair-elections-
says-supreme-court/article31883015.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.  

 23 additional MFP items included in MSP list 
Context: Ministry of Tribal Affairs has announced inclusion of 23 additional Minor Forest Produce (MFP) items 
in Minimum Support Price (MSP) list. 
They include Van Tulsi seeds, Van Jeera, Mushroom, Black Rice and Johar Rice among others. 
 
Significance: 
This enhances the coverage from 50 to 73 items. This comes in view of the COVID-19 pandemic so that much 
needed support could be provided to the tribal MFP gatherers. 
 
What is this scheme all about? 
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The Union Cabinet, in 2013, approved a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for marketing of non-nationalized / non 
monopolized Minor Forest Produce (MFP) and development of a value chain for MFP through Minimum 
Support Price (MSP). 
This was a measure towards social safety for MFP gatherers, who are primarily members of the Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) most of them in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) areas. 
 
Objectives of the scheme: 

¶ Ensure that the tribal population gets a remunerative price for the produce they collect from the forest 
and provide alternative employment avenues to them. 

¶ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦŀƛǊ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŘǿŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
processing, storage, packaging, transportation etc, while ensuring sustainability of the resource base. 

¶ Get them a share of revenue from the sales proceeds with costs deducted. 
 
Implementation: 

1. The responsibility of purchasing MFP on MSP will be with State designated agencies. 
2. To ascertain market price, services of market correspondents would be availed by the designated 

agencies particularly for major markets trading in MFP. 
3. The scheme supports primary value addition as well as provides for supply chain infrastructure like 

cold storage, warehouses etc. 
4. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will be the nodal Ministry for implementation and monitoring of the 

scheme. The Minimum Support Price would be determined by the Ministry with technical help of 
TRIFED. 

 
What is MFP? 
Section 2(i) of the Forest Rights Act defines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as all non-timber forest produce of 
plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, 
medicinal plants etc. 
The definition of άƳƛƴƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ bamboo and cane, thereby changing the categorization of 
ōŀƳōƻƻ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŜ ŀǎ άǘǊŜŜǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !Ŏǘ мфнтΦ 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who decides about Products to be covered under MFP? 
2. How many products are currently covered under MFP? 
3. Permission for collection of MFPs inside National Parks and other protected areas? 
4. Centrally sponsored vs Central Sector schemes. 
5. Who decides on MSP? 

Mains Link: 
Recognition of tribal rights over non-timber forest products (NTFPs) would accelerate empowerment of the 
poor and marginalised. Comment. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 One Nation-One Ration Card scheme 
Context: Three more States included in One Nation One Card scheme- Odisha, Sikkim and Mizoram. 
The facility so far is enabled in 17 States/UTs. 
 
About the scheme: 
One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across the 
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. 
Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under the food security scheme when 
they shift from one place to another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one 
ration card to avail benefits from different states. 
Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and 
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.  
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Standard format of 'one nation, one ration card': 
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after taking into account the format used by different 
states. 

¶ For national portability, the state governments have been asked to issue the ration card in bi-lingual 
format, wherein besides the local langauge, the other language could be Hindi or English. 

¶ The states have also been told to have a 10-digit standard ration card number, wherein first two digits 
will be state code and the next two digits will be running ration card numbers. 

¶ Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended with ration card number to create unique 
member IDs for each member of the household in a ration card. 

 
Challenges: 
Prone to corruption: 9ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όt5{ύΦ LŦ ΨhƴŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ hƴŜ 
wŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘΩ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻǎǘ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ tǳōƭƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
The scheme will increase the woes of the common man and, the middlemen and corrupt PDS shop owners 
will exploit them. 
Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, saying it would result in undesirable consequences and is 
against federalism. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is PDS? 
2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits? 
3. How are fair price shops established? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration Card scheme. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Electronics incentive schemes launched 
Context: The government has launched three incentive schemes with ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻǳǘƭŀȅ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ пуΣллл ŎǊƻǊŜ to 
boost large-scale manufacturing of electronics in the country. 
 
The schemes are: 

1. Production Linked Incentive: 
Targeted at mobile phone manufacturing and specified electronic components. 
The government initially plans to incentivise 10 firms τ five global and five local. 
This Scheme shall extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on incremental sales (over base year) of goods 
manufactured in India and covered under the target segments, to eligible companies, for a period of five 
years subsequent to the base year. 
 

2. Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components and Semiconductors (SPECS): 
It shall provide financial incentive of 25% on capital expenditure for the identified list of electronic goods, i.e., 
electronic components, semiconductor/ display fabrication units, Assembly, Test, Marking and Packaging 
(ATMP) units, specialized sub-assemblies and capital goods for manufacture of aforesaid goods.  
 

3. Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme: 
It shall provide support for creation of world class infrastructure along with common facilities and amenities, 
including Ready Built Factory (RBF) sheds / Plug and Play facilities for attracting major global electronics 
manufacturers, along with their supply chains. 
 
Significance: 
With the three new schemes, the government aims to ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ у ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
generating employment for about 10 lakh people in the next five years. 
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Potential: 
India has been able to achieve άƳƻŘŜǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ƛƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ. India has emerged as the 
second largest mobile manufacturer of the world. 
In 2014-мрΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǿŀǎ муΣффн ŎǊƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ŎǊƻǊŜ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ мΦт ƭŀƪƘ 
crore in value and 30 crore in terms of units in 2018-19. 
 
Conclusion: 
This is a step towards self-reliant India. A self-reliant India is not an India of isolation. It is not an inward looking 
India. It is one which enhances its capacity and develops an ecosystem as an asset to the global economy. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/electronics-incentive-schemes-launched/article31733734.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Amendments to the Essential Commodities Act 
Context: Cabinet has approved historic amendment to the Essential Commodities Act. 
Under the proposed amendments, essentials like cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and 
potatoes have been excluded from the Essential Commodities Act. 
 
Benefits: 

¶ This will remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatory interference in their business 
operations. 

¶ The freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead to harnessing of economies of 
scale and attract private sector/foreign direct investment into agriculture sector. 

¶ It will help drive up investment in cold storages and modernization of food supply chain. 
 
What is Essential Commodities Act? 
Enacted in 1955. 
Used by the Government to regulate the production, supply and distribution of a whole host of commodities 
ƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ΨŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΩ in order to make them available to consumers at fair prices. 
The list of items under the Act include drugs, fertilisers, petroleum and petroleum products. 
The Centre can include new commodities as and when the need arises, and take them off the list once the 
situation improves. 
Under the Act, the government can also fix the maximum retail price (MRP) of any packaged product that it 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ŀƴ άŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅέΦ 
 
How it works? 

1. If the Centre finds that a certain commodity is in short supply and its price is spiking, it can notify stock-
holding limits on it for a specified period. 

2. The States act on this notification to specify limits and take steps to ensure that these are adhered to. 
3. Anybody trading or dealing in a commodity, be it wholesalers, retailers or even importers are 

prevented from stockpiling it beyond a certain quantity. 
4. A State can, however, choose not to impose any restrictions. But once it does, traders have to 

immediately sell into the market any stocks held beyond the mandated quantity. 
 
But, why the recent Economic Survey said that this act is outdated and must go? 
Case study: 
In September 2019, ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9/! !ŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛons to impose stock limits on onions after heavy 
rains wiped out a quarter of the kharif crop and led to a sustained spike in prices. 

¶ Although the restrictions on both retail and wholesale traders were meant to prevent hoarding and 
enhance supply in the market, the Survey showed that there was actually an increase in price volatility 
and a widening wedge between wholesale and retail prices. 

¶ This is due to the fact that ECA act fails to differentiate between hoarding and Storage. 
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¶ Thus in the long term, the Act disincentivises development of storage infrastructure, thereby leading 
to increased volatility in prices following production/ consumption shocks τ the opposite of what it is 
intended for. 

The report finds that the ECA has been enacted in the year 1955, when the economy was ravaged by famine 
and food shortages. ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ 
 
Why is it important? 

¶ The ECA gives consumers protection against irrational spikes in prices of essential commodities. 

¶ The Government has invoked the Act umpteen times to ensure adequate supplies. 

¶ It cracks down on hoarders and black-marketeers of such commodities. 

¶ State agencies conduct raids to get everyone to toe the line and the errant are punished. 
 
Conclusion: 
Without the ECA the common man would be at the mercy of opportunistic traders and shopkeepers. It 
empowers the government to control prices directly too. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Items included under the Act. 
2. Powers to include and remove commodities from the list. 
3. Lǎ ƛǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΚ 
4. When and who releases the Economic Survey? 
5. Can the govt fix MRP of a product under this act? 

Mains: 
Discuss the significance of Essential Commodities Act. Why the recent Economic Survey said that this act is 
outdated and must go? Discuss. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Law against mob lynching 
Context: A pan-Northeast legal group has sought a law to deal specifically with mob lynching. 
This follows the killing of two people in Assam within a week in May. 
 
How are these cases handled? 
There is "no separate" definition for such incidents under the existing IPC. Lynching incidents can be dealt with 
under Section 300 and 302 of IPC.  
Section 302 provides that whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for life and 
shall also be liable to fine. Offence of murder is a cognisable, non- bailable and non-compoundable offence. 
 
What is meant by Lynching? 
Any act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting (encouraging) such act/acts thereof, 
whether spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, 
language, dietary practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other related grounds. 
 
SC guidelines: 

1. There shall be ŀ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ƭȅƴŎƘƛƴƎ and the trial courts must ordinarily award maximum 
sentence upon conviction of the accused person to set a stern example in cases of mob violence. 

2. The state governments will have to designate a senior police officer in each district for taking 
measures to prevent incidents of mob violence and lynching. 

3. The state governments need to identify districts, sub-divisions and villageswhere instances of 
lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent past. 

4. The nodal officers shall bring to the notice of the DGP about any inter-district co-ordination issues for 
devising a strategy to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues. 

5. Every police officer shall ensure to disperse the mob that has a tendency to cause violence in the 
disguise of vigilantism or otherwise. 
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6. Central and the state governments shall broadcast on radio, television and other media platforms 
about the serious consequences of mob lynching and mob violence. 

7. Despite the measures taken by the State Police, if it comes to the notice of the local police that an 
incident of lynching or mob violence has taken place, the jurisdictional police station shall 
immediately lodge an FIR. 

8. The State Governments shall prepare a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme in the 
light of the provisions of Section 357A of CrPC within one month from the date of this judgment. 

9. If a police officer or an officer of the district administration fails to fulfill his duty, it will be 
considered an act of deliberate negligence. 

 
Need of the hour: 
Every time there is a case of honor killing, hate crimes, witch hunting or mob lynching we raise demands for 
special legislation to deal with these crimes. But, the fact is that these crimes are nothing but murders and the 
existing provisions under IPC and CrPC are sufficient to deal with such crimes. Coupled with the guidelines 
laid down in tƻƻƴŀǿŀƭŀΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ we are sufficiently equipped to deal with mob lynching. However, what we lack 
is due enforcement of the existing laws and accountability of the enforcement agencies. 
 
Attempts by various states in this regard: 
Manipur government came up first with its Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating some logical and 
relevant clauses.  
Rajasthan government passed a bill against lynching in August 2019. 
West Bengal too came up with a more stringent Bill against lynching. 
 
What the Centre can do? 

1. While adopting the guidelines, the Centre would do well to incorporate sections in the law for penal 
action against doctors who stand accused of dereliction of duty, for delay in attending to victims of 
lynching, or submitting false reports without carrying out a proper and thorough medical examination 
of the victims, either under coercion by the police or due to their own prejudice against the community 
or religion of the victims. 

2. Under the compensation scheme for the victims, the amount to be paid to the victims should be 
recovered from the perpetrators of the crime or collective fines be imposed on the villagers where the 
lynching takes place. 

3. While framing the laws, the Centre could even provide for punitive action against political leaders 
found guilty of inciting mobs. 

4. Punitive action to be taken against police officers accused of dereliction of duty, as incorporated in 
the law enacted by Manipur government, could be replicated in the Central law too as it would deter 
police officials acting in a partisan manner in favour of the lynch mob. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. States which have passed laws against mob lynching. 
2. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tƻƻƴŀǿŀƭŀΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΚ 
3. What are the provisions available against mob lynching under IPC? 

Mains Link: 
Mob Lynching has become a recurring phenomenon in India which is surging hate violence targeting religious 
and caste minorities. Explain the causative factors and suggest ways to address it. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/group-seeks-law-against-mob-lynching-in-
assam/article31752558.ece#. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules of 2020 
Context: Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules of 2020 notified by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
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These rules seek to regulate the production, import, trade, ownership and operation of unmanned aircraft 
systems or drones. They also create a framework for their use by businesses. 
 
Overview: 
Who can sell drones? Only authorised entities. 
Who can own or operate? Entities authorised by the Director General of Civil Aviation. 
Permits for flying these also have to be sought online and a log has to be shared after the flight. 
Applicability: The norms apply to all existing drones as well. 
Exception: Nano-drones weighing 250 grams or less can be operated without a drone pilot license. 
Insurance: No unmanned aircraft (UA) system shall be operated in India unless there is in existence a valid third 
party insurance policy to cover the liability that may arise on account of a mishap. 
Rule number 36 and 38 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ unmanned aircraft shall carry any payload, unless 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 5D/!Φ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ άŘǊƻǇ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ¦!{ όǳƴƳŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳύ ƛƴ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦied. 
Eligibility: For owning and using a drone, one has to be at least 18 years old. In the case of companies, the 
requirement is that their main place of business has to be in India and the chairman and at least two thirds of 
directors have to be Indian citizens. Also, businesses operating drones have to be substantially owned and 
effectively controlled by Indian nationals. 
 
Need for these rules: 
Drones have wide use in commercial, safety, law and order, disaster management and surveillance operations, 
which cuts down manpower requirement and costs. The government is also keen to encourage domestic 
production of drones. 
Besides, the rules come at a time the coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the role technology can play in 
reducing human interface and costs. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Which drones do not require permission? 
2. Who can own and operate? 
3. Who can give permits? 
4. What are rules 36 and 38? 
5. Is third party insurance necessary? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the need for and significance of rules on drones. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/draft-rules-prohibit-use-of-drones-for-
delivery/article31760839.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Tablighi activity now a specific visa violation 
Context: Union Home Ministry has included indulging in Tablighi activities as a specific visa violation under 
the new amendments. 
 
Overview of the amendments: 
It has added a new categoryτάǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭƛƎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ in ǘƘŜ άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǾƛǎŀΦέ 
The guidelines provide details of 24 categories of visas and the various conditions under which they could be 
granted online or by missions abroad. 
The $500 fine is also for other violations such as overstay of more than two years, visiting protected areas and 
cases involving both overstay and visa violations. 
As per the amended guidelines: 

1. Foreign nationals granted any type of visa and Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) cardholders shall not be 
permitted to engage themselves in Tabligh work. 
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2. There will be no restriction in visiting religious places and attending normal religious activities like 
attending religious discourses. 

3. However, preaching religious ideologies, making speeches in religious places, distribution of audio or 
visual display/pamphlets pertaining to religious ideologies, spreading conversion, etc. will not be 
allowed. 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Home Ministry is the nodal agency that gives permission to any foreigner to participate in any international 
event. 
The MHA had blacklisted 960 foreigners who participated in the Tablighi Jamaat event in March at Nizamuddin 
markaz (centre) in Delhi in March 2020. 
A foreigner who is blacklisted cannot get a visa from any of the missions to come to India. 
 
What is Tablighi Jamaat? 
Founded by a Deobandi Isamic scholar at Mewat, Uttar Pradesh, in 1926, the Tablighi Jamaat (Society of 
tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎύ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ ΨǇǳǊƛŦȅƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǎence in 150 countries. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Tablighi Jamaat? 
2. Different types of visas issued in India? 
3. Issuing authority? 
4. Nodal agency in India to give permission to any foreigner to participate in any international event. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on tablighi jamaat. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tablighi-activity-a-specific-visa-violation-says-
mha/article31749582.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) issue 
Context: The Supreme Court has said it was άǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛōƭŜέ for the Department of 
¢ŜƭŜŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό5ƻ¢ύ ǘƻ άƳƛǎǳǎŜέ ŀ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇŜȄ /ƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ п ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ƛƴ adjusted 
gross revenue (AGR) from public sector undertakings. 
The Court has also questioned the viability of ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ нл-ȅŜŀǊ ΨŦƻǊƳǳƭŀΩ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƭŜŎƻƳ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
repay their AGR dues ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴŜ ƻŦ мΦпн ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ. 
 
What has the Court said? 
The Court pointed out its October 2019 judgment which was completely silent with regard to public sector 
undertakings. 
 
What has the government said? 
The government told the Court that it would file an affidavit explaining as to why the AGR demands were 
raised against the PSUs. 
 
Background: 
Last year, the Supreme Court upheld the definition of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) calculation as stipulated 
by the Department of Telecommunications. 
The order by the top court means that the telecom companies will have to immediately clear the pending AGR 
dues, which amount to nearly Rs 1.47 lakh crore. 
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What is AGR? 
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing 
fee that telecom operators are charged by the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT). It is divided into spectrum usage 
charges and licensing fees, pegged between 3-5 percent and 8 
percent respectively. 
 
Iƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΚ 
As per DoT, the charges are calculated based on all revenues 
earned by a telco ς including non-telecom related sources such 
as deposit interests and asset sales. Telcos, on their part, insist 
that AGR should comprise only the revenues generated from 
telecom services. 
 
Challenges for telecom sector: 
The AGR issue has triggered panic in the banking industry, given that the telecom sector is highly leveraged. 
Vodafone Idea alone has a debt of Rs 2.2 lakh crore that it has used to expand infrastructure and fund 
spectrum payments over the years. The mutual fund industry has an exposure of around Rs 4,000 crore to 
Vodafone Idea. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is AGR? How is it calculated? 
2. ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ {/Ωǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΚ 
3. Composition of TRAI? 
4. How spectrum allocation is done in India? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the challenges facing Indian telecom sector today. What should the Government of India do to save the 
telecom sector? 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/sc-pulls-up-telecom-dept-for-order-
misuse/article31807000.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Supplying washed coal 
Context: 
The government had recently amended the Environment Protection Act to drop the mandatory washing of 
coal supplied to thermal power plants. 
This notification undid the governmenǘΩǎ нлмс ƻǊŘŜǊΣ which made coal washing mandatory for supply to all 
thermal units more than 500 km from the mine as part of its climate-change commitments. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Few experts had opposed this move. They said, the notification would άǳƴŘƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ ǿŀǎ 
made so far in reducing pollution load at coal-based power stations. 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎΣ άIƻǿ ƛǎ Ŏƻŀƭ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
рлл ƪƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ рлл ƪƳΚέ 
 
What was the rationale behind the mandatory washing requirement? 
CǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмп ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ 
distance that unwashed coal would travel, keeping in view that ultimately all coals, irrespective of distance 
from supplying mines, will have to be washed and comply with less than 34 per cent ash limit. 

¶ This was done in line with ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς not to reduce coal 
consumption and rather focus on emission control. 
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¶ Washing coal increases the efficiency and quality of the dry fuel. 

¶ In theory, a process like coal washing was supposed to be good for everyone; thermal power plants 
would have fewer operational problems due to poor coal quality. 

¶ The combustion of washed coal would be better from an emissions and local air pollution 
perspective, and the unnecessary transport of large amounts of ash and non-combustible material 
would be minimized. 

This was ultimately aimed at the protection of the environment. 
 
Why the present government decided to do away with this? 

¶ Agreeing that coal washing does not help reduce emissions, the pƻǿŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŎƻŀƭ 
ǊŜƧŜŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŀǎƘŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴέΦ  

¶ It said washing of coal is unable to meet its intended objective ŀǎ άƛǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ 
around coal mines whiŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎέΦ 

¶ It has also pointed out that the process of coal washing is cumbersome and costly. It also leads to 
reduction in the calorific value of the coal as well. 

 
Way ahead: 
The power ministry has instead batted for pollution control technologies at power generation units. 

¶ Under the guidelines of the Central Pollution Control Board, plants with close to 50 gigawatt of thermal 
power capacity need to install emission control systems. 

¶ It would also be beneficial to use raw coal instead of washed coal. 

¶ With the use of supercritical technology in power plants, technological improvement to arrest 
emissions, unwashed coal can be used efficiently and economically using washed coal which makes 
power generation costlier. 

 

 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/prakash-javadekar-jairam-ramesh-spar-over-
notification-on-coal/article31835636.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Sec 309 IPC 
Context: 
India has the highest suicide rate in the South-East Asian region, according to the World Health Organization 
report released last year. 

¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ 16.5 suicides per 100,000 people. 

¶ India also had the third-highest female suicide rate (14.7) in the world. 
Suicide was decriminalised in India in 2017, but Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code still stays.  
 
Who can be booked under Section 309 IPC? What punishment does it carry? 
Anyone who survives an attempted suicide can be booked under Section 309 IPC, which deals with ά!ǘǘŜƳǇǘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜέΦ 
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The law, brought in by the British in the 19th century, reflected the thinking of the time, when killing or 
attempting to kill oneself was considered a crime against the state, as well as against religion. 
 
Was it repealed? 
No. The section continues to remain in the IPC. 
What has happened though, is that The Mental Healthcare Act (MHCA), 2017, which came into force in July 
2018, has significantly reduced the scope for the use of Section 309 IPC τ and made the attempt to commit 
suicide punishable only as an exception. 

1. Section 115(1) of The MHCA says: άbƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ in section 309 of the Indian 
Penal Code any person who attempts to commit suicide shall be presumed, unless proved otherwise, 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ /ƻŘŜΦέ 

 
Role and responsibility of the government: 
Section 115(2) ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
rehabilitation to a person, having severe stress and who attempted to commit suicide, to reduce the risk of 
ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΦέ 
 
Concerns and issues associated with this section: 

1. Use of this Section can potentially deprive a victim of treatment in the golden hour, as hospitals wait 
for a go-ahead from police in what would be seen as ŀ άƳŜŘƛŎƻ-ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŀǎŜέΦ 

2. It is possible that unscrupulous hospital authorities may misuse this situation and charge extra to 
άƘǳǎƘ ǳǇέ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ by not informing the police; similar extortion is possible on the part of corrupt 
police personnel as well. 

3. All of this is in addition to the trauma and harassment that an already severely distressed individual 
and people around him/her would likely be going through. 

 
Arguments in favour of Section 309: why it should be retained? 
There are occasions when people show up at government offices and threaten to kill themselves if their 
demands are not met. It is in these cases, where police suspect that the person does not intend to commit 
suicide but is using the threat as a way to unfairly pressure or blackmail the system. And during such 
instances this section need to be used. 
If 309 is repealed, there will be no 
provision to take action against 
those who intend to create trouble 
of this sort. 
 
Need of the hour: 
Section 309 IPC can be redefined in 
such a manner where it can still be 
leveraged in law and order 
situations, and not be used against 
those who are suffering from 
genuine mental health issues. 
 
Observations made by the 
Supreme Court and Law Commissions: 
Lƴ ΨDƛŀƴ YŀǳǊ Ǿǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ tǳƴƧŀōΩΣ мффсΣ a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional 
validity of Section 309. 
In 1971, the Law Commission in its 42nd Report recommended the repeal of Section 309 IPC. The IPC 
(Amendment) Bill, 1978, was even passed by Rajya Sabha, but before it could be passed by Lok Sabha, 
Parliament was dissolved, and the Bill lapsed. 
In 2008, the Law Commission in its 210th Report, said that an attempt to suicide needed medical and 
psychiatric care, and not punishment. 
In March 2011, the Supreme Court too recommended to Parliament that it should consider the feasibility of 
deleting the section. 
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Quote: 
Sociologist Emile Durkheim had famously hypothesised that ΨǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ 
emotional factors ōǳǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΩΦ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who can be booked under Section 309 of IPC? 
2. Key provisions of the Mental Healthcare Act (MHCA), 2017. 
3. Law Commission- constitution and composition. 
4. Section 115of MHCA. 

Mains Link: 
In recent years, suiŎƛŘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
health burden. Critically analyse the high suicide death rate in the country and how India is responding to this 
challenge? 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/sec-309-ipc-questions-and-issues-around-an-archaic-section-of-
the-law-6468338/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

 PM Svanidhi 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched PM Svanidhi, or Pradhan Mantri Street 
±ŜƴŘƻǊΩǎ !ǘƳŀbƛǊōƘŀǊ bƛŘƘƛ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ. 
The scheme was announced by finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 14 May to enable street vendors to 
resume their livelihoods, which have been hit hard due to the national lockdown. 
 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has signed MoU with Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) in order to engage SIDBI as ǘƘŜ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ta {ǘǊŜŜǘ ±ŜƴŘƻǊΩǎ !tmaNirbhar Nidhi 
(PM SVANidhi) - a Special Micro-Credit Facility for Street Vendors. 
 
Role of SIDBI: 
SIDBI will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 
Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE). 
It will develop and maintain a customized and integrated IT Platform providing end-to-end solutions to 
ensure engagement and information flow between Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), Lending Institutions, Digital 
Payment Aggregators and other stakeholders. 
 
Overview: 

1. It is a special micro-credit facility plan to provide affordable loan of up to млΣллл ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ƭŀƪƘ 
street vendors, who had their businesses operational on or before 24 March. 

2. The the scheme is valid until March 2022. 
3. Small Industries Development Bank of India is the technical partner for implementation of this 

scheme. 
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4. It will manage the credit guarantee to the lending institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 
Micro and Small Enterprises. 

 
Loans under the scheme: 

¶ Under the scheme, vendors can avail 
working capital loan of up to млΣлллΣ 
which is repayable in monthly 
instalments within one year. 

¶ On timely/early repayment of the loan, 
an interest subsidy of 7% per annum 
will be credited to the bank accounts of 
beneficiaries through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) on six-months basis. 

¶ There will be no penalty on early 
repayment of loan. 

 
Eligibility: 
The scheme is applicable to vendors, hawkers, thelewalas, rehriwalas, theliphadwalas in different 
areas/contexts who supply goods and services. Street vendors belonging to the surrounding peri-urban/rural 
areas are also included. 
 
Need for: 
The lockdown has affected the lives and livelihoods of many especially daily wagers including street vendors 
whose businesses were affected due to the restrictions. 

¶ Street vendors usually work with a small capital base taken on very high interest rates from informal 
sources. Further, they might have consumed their savings and high cost capital during the lockdown. 

Therefore, there is an urgent need to provide affordable credit for working capital through formal banking 
channel to street vendors to help them resume the business. 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Validity of the scheme. 
2. Who implements? 
3. Eligibility under the scheme? 
4. Rate of interest? 
5. What is SIDBI? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of PM SVANIDHI scheme. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=G6N7FFH1U.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 ! ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ ǘǊƛōǳƴŀƭ 
Context: Siddeque Ali has become the last declared foreigner to be released from the only detention centre in 
Barak Valley in Assam as the beneficiary of a Supreme Court order. 
 
What has the Court said? 
In April this year, amid the coronavirus pandemic, the Supreme Court had directed the release of those 
detainees who were declared foreigners and have been lodged in the detention centres of Assam for two 
years or more. 
The Court had also lowered the personal bond amount from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5,000. 
So far, 339 DFs have been released from the detention centres since April 13. 
 
Who is a declared foreigner? 
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A declared foreigner, or DF, is ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ млл CƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭǎ όC¢ǎύ ƛƴ !ǎǎŀƳ for 
allegedly failing to prove their citizenship after ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΩǎ .ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛƴƎ marks him or her as an illegal 
immigrant. 
 
Why such measures are necessary? 

¶ There are a total of 802 declared foreigners in various detention centres of Assam. 

¶ Some people are declared foreigners on account of poor documentation or poor legal assistance and 
lack of resources. They have not been able to prove they are Indian citizens. 

¶ Some are either too poor to pursue their cases in higher courts or have their appeals turned down. 

¶ 29 declared foreigners have died in detention due to various ailments since 2016, with ten of them 
having died between March 1, 2019 and February 20 this year. 

As human beings, they also have at least the basic human right to live and not to die of COVID-19 in the 
precincts of a prison, which has despicable living conditions. 
 
What is a Foreigners tribunal? 
In 1964, the govt brought in the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order. 
Composition: Advocates not below the age of 35 years of age with at least 7 years of practice (or) Retired 
Judicial Officers from the Assam Judicial Service (or) Retired IAS of ACS Officers (not below the rank of 
Secretary/Addl. Secretary) having experience in quasi-judicial works. 
 
Who can setup these tribunals? 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and 
has empowered district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up tribunals (quasi-judicial 
bodies) to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not. 
Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre. 
Typically, the tribunals there have seen two kinds of cases: those concerning persons against whom a 
reference has been made by the border police anŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌƻƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ά5έΣ ƻǊ 
άŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭέΣ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
Who can approach? 
The amended order (Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019) also empowers individuals to approach the 
Tribunals. Earlier, only the State administration could move the Tribunal against a suspect. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) (IMDT) Act vs Foreigners Tribunal (Order) 1964. 
2. Burden of proof under this order. 
3. Powers to approach the tribunal and kind of cases to be decided by the tribunal. 
4. Composition of the tribunal. 
5. Tribunals vs Courts. 
6. NPR vs NRC. 
7. Geographical location of Assam and other NE states. 
8. Refugee vs illegal Migrants. 
9. Fundamental Rights available for Foreigners and other constitutional provisions wrt to Foreigners. 
10. Human Rights vs Fundamental Rights. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country. Why was the Foreigners 
(Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/last-eligible-foreigner-freed-from-
detention/article31808572.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 Universal Basic Income 
Context: National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has informed the United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) that the recommended implementation of a universal basic income ǿŀǎ άǳƴŘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 
 
Why its needed now? 

¶ In order to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic, the governments across the world have imposed 
measures like lockdown and social distancing. 

¶ However, these measures have caused collateral damage to almost every sector of the economy, so 
much so that the International Monetary Fund held the current economic crisis could be the worst 
ever since the Great depression 1929. 

¶ With ŀƭƳƻǎǘ фл҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǿŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
security, micro-level circumstances in India are worse than anywhere else. 

Therefore, regular payments through Universal Basic Income (UBI) can ensure the sustenance of the workers 
engaged in the informal sector, at least till the economy normalises. 
 
What is Universal Basic Income? 
It is a programme for providing all citizens of a country or other geographic area/state with a given sum of 
money, regardless of their income, resources or employment status. 
The main idea behind UBI is to prevent or reduce poverty and increase equality among citizens. The essential 
principle behind Universal basic income is the idea that all citizens are entitled to a livable income, 
ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴΦ 
 
UBI has the following important components: 

1. universality (all citizens included) 
2. unconditionality (no prior condition) 
3. Periodic (Payments at periodic regular intervals) 
4. Payments in cash (not food vouchers or service coupons) 

 
Benefits of Universal Basic Income (UBI): 

1. Provide secured income to individuals. 
2. Reduce poverty and income inequality in society. 
3. Increase the purchasing power of every poor which will further increase aggregate demand. 
4. Easy to implement because no identification of the beneficiary is involved. 
5. Reduce the wastage of government money because its implementation is very simple. 

 
Supporters of the idea: 
The Economic Survey of India 2016-17 has advocated the concept of Universal Basic Income (UBI) as an 
alternative to the various social welfare schemes in an effort to reduce poverty. 
Other Supporters of the UBI programme include Economics Nobel Laureates Peter Diamond and Christopher 
Pissarides, and tech leaders Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk. 
 
Challenges in Implementing Universal Basic Income in India: 
High cost involved in implementing UBI is a major factor contributing towards lack of political will in working 
towards the universal basic income in India. 
It would reduce the motivation for work and might encourage people to live off assured cash transfers and it is 
simply unaffordable. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Components of UBI. 
2. Supporters. 

Mains Link: 
Examine the arguments in favour and against introduction of universal basic income in India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       52  InsightsIAS 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-actively-considering-universal-basic-income-nhrc-tells-
un/article31805107.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Concerns over suspension of PCPNDT rules 
Why in News? 
The Supreme Court has asked the government to explain its decision to suspend crucial rules of a 
parliamentary law against pre-natal sex determination and sex selection till June end, amid the COVID-19 
national lockdown. However, the Court has refused to put on hold the notification. 
 
What has happened? 
On April 4, a notification was issued by the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare which put on hold 
the implementation of certain rules of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition 
of Sex-Selection Rules) of 1996 till June 30, 2020. 
¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ уΣ фόуύΣ ŀƴŘ му!όсύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t/tb5¢ !ŎǘΦ 

¶ This move was widely criticised for its future consequences and possibility of spike in sex-selective 
abortions in the country. 

¶ In the absence of the rules, many fear that it could lead to undocumented misuse by clinic owners as 
well as parents. 

 
Clause 9: 
The suspension of Clause 9(8) is of particular concern. 
The Rule reads: άwǳƭŜ фόуύΥ 9ǾŜǊȅ DŜƴŜǘƛŎ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ /Ŝntre, Genetic Laboratory, Genetic Clinic, Ultrasound 
Clinic and Imaging Centre shall send a complete report in respect of all pre-conception or pregnancy related 
procedures/techniques/tests conducted by them in respect of each month by 5th day of the following month 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦέ 
Concern: Since the medical facilities come under essential services and thus are exempted from the lockdown, 
if the clinic is open and conducting tests it should be duty-bound to keep a register of such tests and 
suspension of the rule could lead to illegal procedures. 
 
About PCPNDT Act: 
It was enacted in response to the decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in 
1991. 
The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before or after conception 
and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective abortion. 
Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the 
unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one 
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment 
capable of detecting sex of the foetus. 
The Act mandates compulsory registration of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic counselling centres, 
genetic laboratories, genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics. 
 
Amendments: 

1. The act was amended in 2003 to improve the regulation of the technology used in sex selection. 
2. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound technique 

within the ambit of the act. 
3. The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level supervisory board was 

constituted. 
 
Why strict implementation of this law is necessary? 
The number of girls missing at birth due to the practice of gender biased sex selection in India has been 
estimated at 0.46 million girls per year for the period 2001-12 (which is 5.52 million girl children, missing at 
birth for the 12-year period). 
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The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act and the Rules thereunder, are aimed at 
remedying this social evil. 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is banned under PCPNDT Act. 
2. What changes were introduced through the 2003 Amendments. 
3. Implementation of the act. 
4. Offences under the act. 
5. Clause 8 and 9 under the act are related to? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of PC&PNDT Act. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/why-are-crucial-sex-determination-rules-put-on-hold-till-june-end-
sc-asks-govt/article31834412.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances 
(ADIP) scheme 

Why in News? 
First ever distribution of assistive aids & devices to divyangjan through virtual platform under ADIP Scheme of 
M/O Social Justice & Empowerment in Firozpur, Punjab. 
This is the first camp being organized by the ALIMCO under DEPwD after opening of lockdown with the 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) approved by the Government of India. 
 
About the ADIP Scheme- the Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) 
scheme: 
Being implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. 
Objective: to assist the needy disabled persons in procuring durable, sophisticated and scientifically 
manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances that can promote their physical, social and psychological 
rehabilitation, by reducing the effects of disabilities and enhance their economic potential. 
Implementation: The scheme is implemented through implementing agencies such as NGOs, National 
Institutes under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment and ALIMCO (a PSU that manufactures artificial 
limbs). 
 
Eligibility: 
A person satisfying all the following conditions are eligible: 

1. Indian citizen of any age 
2. Has 40% disability or more (must have the requisite certificate) 
3. Monthly income, not more than Rs.20000. 
4. In the case of dependents, income of parents/guardians should not exceed Rs.20000 per month. 
5. Must not have received assistance during the last 3 years for the same purpose from any source. 

However, for children below 12years of age, this limit would be one year. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is ALIMCO? 
2. Who is implementing ADIP scheme? 
3. Who is eligible? 
4. How is this scheme different from Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on the Assistance to Disabled persons for purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) scheme. 
Sources: pib. 
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 Credit Guarantee Scheme for Sub-ordinate Debt (CGSSD) launched  
Context: 
The scheme was announced by the Finance Minister as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
It is also called as ά5ƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ !ǎǎŜǘǎ CǳƴŘςSub-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ 5Ŝōǘ ŦƻǊ a{a9ǎέΦ 
 
Overview: 

¶ It is a scheme for the distressed MSME sector. 

¶ The scheme seeks to extend support to the promoter(s) of the operational MSMEs which are stressed 
and have become NPAs as on 30th April, 2020. 

¶ As per the Scheme, guarantee cover worth Rs. 20,000 crores will be provided to the promoters who 
can take debt from the banks to further invest in their stressed MSMEs as equity. 

¶ The scheme will be operationalised through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for MSEs (CGTMSE). 
 
Implementation: 

1. Promoter(s) of the MSMEs will be given credit equal to 15% of their stake (equity plus debt) or Rs. 75 
lakh whichever is lower. 

2. Promoter(s) in turn will infuse this amount in the MSME unit as equity and thereby enhance the 
liquidity and maintain the debt-equity ratio. 

3. 90% guarantee coverage for this sub-debt will be given under the Scheme and 10% would come from 
the concerned promoters. 

4. There will be a moratorium of 7 years on payment of principal whereas the maximum tenor for 
repayment will be 10 years. 

 
Significance: 
The scheme would provide much-required support to around 2 lakh MSMEs and will help in reviving the 
economic activity in and through this sector. It will also help in protecting the livelihoods and jobs of millions of 
people who depend on them. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Beneficiaries under the scheme. 
2. About Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for MSEs (CGTMSE). 
3. Categorisation of MSMEs. 
4. a{a9 ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ D5tΦ 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of this scheme. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana 
Context: 
Cabinet has approved 2% Interest Subvention approved on prompt repayment of Shishu Loans under 
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana for a period of 12 months. 

¶ The estimated cost of the Scheme would be approximately Rs. 1,542 crore which would be provided 
by the Government of India. 

¶ This Scheme is for implementation of one of the measures relating to MSMEs, announced under the 
Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

 
Eligibility: 
The scheme will be extended to loans which meet the following criteria - outstanding as on 31stMarch, 2020; 
and not in Non-Performing Asset (NPA) category, as per Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guidelines, on 31st March 
2020 and during the period of operation of the Scheme. 
The interest subvention would be payable for the months in which the accounts are not in NPA category 
including for the months that the account becomes a performing asset again, after turning NPA. 
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Implementation strategy: 
The Scheme will be implemented through the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and will be 
in operation for 12 months. 
 
Significance: 

¶ The Scheme has been formulated as a specific response to an unprecedented situation and aims to 
ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΩ ōȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 

¶ It will incentivize people who will make regular repayments of loans. 
 

About the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme: 
Launched in April, 2015. ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ to refinance 
collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small borrowers. 

¶ Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA 
Scheme after becoming member-lending institutions of 
MUDRA. 

¶ Mudra Loans are available for non-agricultural 
activities upto Rs. 10 lakh and activities allied to 
agriculture such as Dairy, Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, are 
also covered. 

¶ aǳŘǊŀΩǎ unique features include a Mudra Card which 
permits access to Working Capital through ATMs and 
Card Machines. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Coverage of MUDRA scheme. 
2. Types of loans. 
3. About SIDBI. 
4. Features and Benefits under the scheme. 
5. New schemes launder under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of PMUY. 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources.  

 Congo declares new Ebola epidemic 
Context: Democratic Republic of Congo has declared a new Ebola epidemic in the western city of Mbandaka. 
The announcement comes as a long, difficult and complex Ebola outbreak in eastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo is in its final phase, while the country also battles COVID-мф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳŜŀǎƭŜǎ 
outbreak.  
 
Concerns: 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎƻΩǎ 11th outbreak of Ebola since the virus was first discovered in 
the country in 1976. The city of Mbandaka and its surrounding area were the site of Democratic Republic of 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎƻΩǎ фǘƘ 9ōƻƭŀ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅ ǘƻ Wǳƭȅ нлмуΦ 
 
What you need to know about Ebola? 
Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a severe, often fatal illness in 
humans. 
Transmission: The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population 
through human-to-human transmission. 
The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. Case fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past 
outbreaks. 
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Prevention: Community engagement is key to 
successfully controlling outbreaks. Good outbreak 
control relies on case management, surveillance and 
contact tracing, a good laboratory service and social 
mobilisation. 
Treatment: Early supportive care with rehydration, 
symptomatic treatment improves survival. There is yet 
no licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but 
a range of blood, immunological and drug therapies are 
under development. 
Vaccines: 
An experimental Ebola vaccine, called rVSV-
ZEBOV proved highly protective against EVD in a major 
trial in Guinea in 2015.  

¶ The rVSV-ZEBOV vaccine is being used in the 
ongoing 2018-2019 Ebola outbreak in DRC. 
Pregnant and breastfeeding women should have 
access to the vaccine under the same conditions 
as for the general population. 

¶ The public mistrust and militia attacks have 
prevented health workers from reaching some 
hard-hit areas for administering the vaccines. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How is Ebola spread? 
2. What are zoonotic diseases? 
3. Differences between virus, bacteria and other pathogens. 
4. Where is Congo? 
5. Regions in Africa where Ebola outbreak was observed? 

Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=G6N7FF43S.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 2021 QS World University rankings 
Context: 17th edition of the QS World University rankings has been released. 
 
What is QS World University rankings? 
It is an annual publication of University rankings by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)- A british company specialising 
in the analysis of higher education institutions around the world. 
Previously, it was called Times Higher Education ς QS world University rankings. The name changed since 
2010. 
It is the only international ranking to have received the approval of International Ranking Expert Group (IREG). 
It rates the worlds top 1000 universities. 
 
How are universities ranked? 
To rank institutions, QS uses six indicators: 

1. Academic reputation. 
2. Employer reputation. 
3. Faculty/student ratio. 
4. Citations per faculty. 
5. International faculty ratio. 
6. International student ratio. 
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Top 20 institutions this year: 

 
Performance of Indian Institutions: 

1. Top three from India featured in top 200 and their rankings: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Bombay (172), followed closely by Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore (185), and IIT Delhi (193). 
However, all three have dropped in their rankings compared to the last year. 

2. In total, 21 Indian higher education ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ мΣллл 
(It was 24 last year). Of these 21, 14 have fallen in rank over the past 12 months, while four have 
improved their position. 

3. Indian higher education institutions perform strongly in research quality, even though they fail to 
increase their academic standing, teaching capacity, and levels of internationalisation at the same rate 
as their global competitors. 

 
Reasons for poor performance of Indian institutions: 
Indian institutions got zero score on ratio of international faculty and students. India also scored poorly on 
faculty- student ratio. 
This is because India counts only full-time faculty, whereas American universities include even PhD students 
who are teaching or research assistants. 
 
What should India do now? 
The government has already formed a committee on how we can improve the perception of the premier 
Indian institutes abroad. 
The government should now launch a campaign similar to incredible India to change the perception. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Name the 6 indicators used to rank institutions. 
2. In which parameter has India scored zero? 
3. Total Indian institutions in top 200 and 1000? 
4. Comparison with 2020 rankings. 
5. When was institutions of eminence scheme launched? 
6. Top 10 institutions worldwide. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on institutions of Eminence scheme. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/education/colleges/top-iits-and-iisc-slip-in-global-rankings/article31790423.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 Does using UV ray mechanism on food items kill the coronavirus? 
Context: Many sweet shop owners across India have started using the UV light mechanism to disinfect food 
items and killing the virus. 
 
How is it being used? 
UV radiations are normally used to kill microorganisms. 
Particularly, UV-C, also known as Ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI) is a disinfection method that uses 
short-wavelength ultraviolet light to kill or inactivate microorganisms by destroying their nucleic acids and 
disrupting their DNA, leaving them unable to perform vital cellular functions and stops their replication. 

¶ UVGI is used in a variety of applications, such as food, air, and water disinfection. 

¶ Few research studies have found that UVC radiation is also effective in killing coronaviruses on various 
surfaces, but efficiency is variable for different kinds of surfaces depending on their texture. 

 
What is UV radiation? 
UV radiation is the portion of the Electro Magnetic spectrum between X-rays and visible light. 

The most common form of UV radiation is sunlight, which produces three main types of UV rays: 
1. UVA 
2. UVB 
3. UVC 

 
Key features: 

¶ UVA rays have the longest wavelengths, followed by UVB, and UVC rays which have the shortest 
wavelengths. 

¶ While UVA and UVB rays are transmitted through the atmosphere, all UVC and some UVB rays are 
ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƻȊƻƴŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΦ So, most of the UV rays you come in contact with are UVA with a 
small amount of UVB. 

 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 NIRF Ranking 2020 released  
What is NIRF? 
National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was started in 2015. 
It is used for ranking institutions of higher education in different categories and domains of knowledge. 
 
Parameters used for ranking institutions: 

1. Teaching, Learning and Resources. 
2. Research and Professional Practices. 
3. Graduation Outcomes. 
4. Outreach and Inclusivity. 
5. Peer Perception. 

 
Why is NIRF used? 

1. It encourages institutes to compete against each other and simultaneously work towards their 
growth. 

2. These rankings also ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 
for the growth of higher education in India. 
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3. It is also one of the criteria for private institutions assessment for the Institutions of Eminence (IoE) 
Scheme. 

 
What changes have been made in this edition? 
This is the fifth consecutive edition of these rankings. 
This year Ψ5ŜƴǘŀƭΩ category has been introduced for the first time bringing the total tally to 10 
categories/subject domains. 
 
Why Indian institutions do not fare well in International rankings like QS World university rankings? 
In international rankings, LƴŘƛŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
rankings. It is due to the high weightage given to the perception which is a subjective parameter. 
Whereas, in NIRF, 90% of the parameters are completely objective and fact-based, while only 10% is based on 
the subjective parameter of perception by academic peers and employers. 
 
Performance of various institutions: 
(Please go through the following image) 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is NIRF? 
2. Parameters used for ranking. 
3. Top institutions in various categories. 
4. Performance of various institutions this year vs last year. 
5. What is Institutions of eminence scheme? 
6. Institutions in Top 200 list of QS World University Rankings. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Institutions of Eminence scheme. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/education/iit-madras-best-higher-education-institution-in-the-country-
nirf/article31802335.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Amoebiasis or amoebic dysentery 
Context: 
A team of researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has developed new drug molecules against 
the protozoa that causes amoebiasis. 
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What is Amoebiasis or amoebic dysentery? 
It is a parasitic infection of the colon with the amoeba Entamoeba histolytica. 
According to WHO, Entamoeba histolytica is the third-leading cause of morbidity and mortality due to 
parasitic disease in humans. 
This protozoan is anaerobic or micro-aerophilic in nature such that it cannot survive high concentrations of 
oxygen. 
However, during infection, it faces a high surge of oxygen inside the human body. The organism synthesizes 
large amounts of cysteine to counter oxidative stress. 

 
Spread of the disease: 
It spreads through drinking or eating uncooked food, such as fruit, that may have been washed in 
contaminated local water. 
 
Symptoms: 

1. Pain areas: in the abdomen 
2. Gastrointestinal: blood in stool, diarrhoea, or flatulence 
3. Whole body: fatigue, fever, or loss of appetite 
4. Also common: weight loss 

 
Treatment: 
Treatment consists of self-care and antiparasitics. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a protozoan? 
2. What is an anaerobic protozoan? 
3. What causes amoebiasis? 
4. What are the symptoms? 
5. What is cysteine? 

Sources: pib. 
 

 Rapid antigen test 
The Context:  
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has recommended the use of Standard Q COVID-19 Ag antigen 
detection test in containment zones and healthcare settings in combination with the RT-PCR test.  
This is to be used in specified settings, and kits from only one manufacturer have got approval- the South 
Korean company S D Biosensor. 
 
What are antigens? 
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Antigens are foreign substances that induce an immune response in the body. 
 
What is the rapid antigen detection test for Covid-19? 
It is a test on swabbed nasal samples that detects antigens that are found on or within the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 
It is a point-of-care test, performed outside the conventional laboratory setting, and is used to quickly obtain a 
diagnostic result. 
 
How is rapid antigen detection 
test different from RT-PCR test? 
Like RT-PCR, the rapid antigen 
detection test too seeks to detect 
the virus rather than the 
antibodies produced by the body. 
The most significant difference 
between the two is time. 

¶ RT-PCR test takes a 
minimum of 2-5 hours 
including the time taken 
for sample transportation. 

¶ In a rapid antigen 
detection test, the 
maximum duration for 
interpreting a positive or 
negative test is 30 
minutes. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΚ 

1. These tests are very specific for the virus, but are not as sensitive as molecular PCR tests. This means 
that positive results from antigen tests are highly accurate, but there is a higher chance of false 
negatives, so negative results do not rule out infection. 

2. Negative results from an antigen test may need to be confirmed with a PCR test prior to making 
treatment decisions or to prevent the possible spread of the virus due to a false negative. 

3. Once the sample is collected in the extraction buffer, it is stable only for one hour. Therefore, the 
antigen test needs to be conducted at the site of sample collection in the healthcare setting. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Differentiate between- RT- PCR, Rapid antibody and rapid antigen tests. 
2. What are antibodies? 
3. Wha are antigens? 
4. Iƻǿ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪǎΚ 
5. What are lymphocytes? 
6. Coronavirus that affect humans. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on rapid antigen tests. 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-rapid-antigen-test-detects-coronavirus-where-it-will-be-
used-6460735/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 What is Vaccine Nationalism? 
The Context: 
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The United States has now twice indicated that it would like to secure priority access to doses of COVID-19 
vaccine. Other countries, including India and Russia, have taken similar stances. This prioritisation of domestic 
markets has become known as vaccine nationalism. 
 
How it works? 
Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens or 
residents before they are made available in other countries. 
This is done through pre-purchase agreements between a government and a vaccine manufacturer. 
 
How was it used in the past? 
Vaccine nationalism is not new. During the early stages of the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic, some of the wealthiest 
countries entered into pre-purchase agreements with several pharmaceutical companies working on H1N1 
vaccines. 

¶ At that time, it was estimated that, in the best-case scenario, the maximum number of vaccine doses 
that could be produced globally was two billion. 

¶ The US alone negotiated and obtained the right to buy 600,000 doses. All the countries that negotiated 
pre-purchase orders were developed economies. 

 
Why its not good? What are the associated concerns? 

¶ Vaccine nationalism is harmful for equitable access to vaccines. 

¶ It further disadvantages countries with fewer resources and bargaining power. 

¶ It deprives populations in the Global South from timely access to vital public health goods. 

¶ Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderately at-risk populations in wealthy countries over 
populations at higher risk in developing economies. 

 
What needs to be done? 

¶ International institutions τ including the WHO τ should coordinate negotiations ahead of the next 
pandemic to produce a framework for equitable access to vaccines during public health crises. 

¶ Equity entails both, affordability of vaccines and access opportunities for populations across the world, 
irrespective of geography and geopolitics. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is vaccine nationalism? 
2. Which drugs are being used in the treatment of COVID 19 disease? 
3. Various tests to detect SARS- COV 2. 
4. What is H1N1? 

Mains Link: 
What is Vaccine Nationalism? What are the concerns associated? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/how-vaccine-nationalism-could-block-vulnerable-populations-
access-to-covid-19-vaccines-71825. 
Sources: Down to Earth. 
 

 Annual TB Report 2020 released 
Context: 
The Annual TB Report is prepared and published by the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, GOI. 
 
Highlights: 

1. 20.04 lakh notified TB patients in 2019 in India, which is a 14% increase from 2018. 
2. Reduction in the number of missing cases to 2.9 lakh cases as against more than 10 lakhs in 2017. 
3. Private sector notifications increased by 35% with 6.78 lakh TB patients notified. 
4. Proportion of children diagnosed with TB increased to 8% in 2019 compared to 6% in 2018. 
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5. Provision of HIV testing for all notified TB patients increased from 67% in 2018 to 81% in 2019. 
6. Expansion of treatment services has resulted in a 12% improvement in the treatment success rate of 

notified patients. For 2019, it is 81% compared to 69% in 2018. 
 
Nikshay system: 
The country is achieving near-complete on-line notification of TB patients through the NIKSHAY system. 

¶ Nikshay is an information management system that acts like a one-stop solution for managing 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

¶ It is developed and maintained by the Central TB Division (CTD), Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare in collaboration with the National Informatics Centre (NIC), and the World Health 
Organization Country office for India. 

 
National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP): 
It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme being implemented under 
the aegis of the National Health Mission with resource sharing 
between the State Governments and the Central Government. 
The goal of the program is to achieve a TB-free India with zero 
deaths, disease and poverty due to tuberculosis. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. SDG on TB reduction. 
2. What is NTEP and the goal under it? 
3. About Central TB Division. 
4. Annual TB report is released by? 
5. What is TB? How is it caused? 

Mains Link: 
άLƴŘƛŀΩǎ ¢. ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛƴ 
IǳƴƎŜǊ LƴŘŜȄέΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴalyse the statement in the light of recently released Annual India Tuberculosis (TB) 
report. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report 
Context: 
2020 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report released by UNESCO. 
In line with its mandate, the 2020 GEM Report assesses progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4 
(SDG 4) on education and its ten targets, as well as other related education targets in the SDG agenda. 
 
Key findings: 
COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated inequalities in education systems across the world. About 40% of low- 
and lower-middle-income countries have not supported learners at risk of exclusion during this crisis, such as 
the poor, linguistic minorities and learners with disabilities. 
Efforts to maintain learning continuity during the pandemic may have actually worsened exclusion trends. 
During the height of school closures in April 2020, almost 91% of students around the world were out of school. 
Issues with alternatives: Education systems responded with distance learning solutions, all of which offered 
less or more imperfect substitutes for classroom instruction. 

¶ Many poorer countries opted for radio and television lessons, 55% of low-income, 73% of lower-
middle-income and 93% of upper-middle-income countries adopted for online learning platforms for 
primary and secondary education. 

¶ Even as governments increasingly rely on technology, the digital divide lays bare the limitations of this 
approach. Not all students and teachers have access to adequate internet connection, equipment, skills 
and working conditions to take advantage of available platforms. 

School closures also interrupted support mechanisms from which many disadvantaged learners benefit. 

¶ Resources for blind and deaf students may not be available outside schools. 
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¶ Children with learning disabilities or those who are on the autism spectrum may struggle with 
independent work in front of a computer or the disruption of daily school routines. 

¶ For poor students who depend on school for free meals or even free sanitary napkins, closures have 
been a major blow. 

Cancellation of examinationǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΣ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 
judgements of students instead. 

¶ This could be affected by stereotypes of certain types of students. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who releases this report? 
2. Overview of report. 
3. About UNESCO and its key programmes. 
4. What are SDGs? 
5. SDG goals on education. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how global COVID 19 pandemic has affected the education worldwide. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/education/coronavirus-lockdown-covid-19-widened-educational-divide-unesco-
report/article31907857.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Kala Azar 
Context: 
The only drug available against leishmaniasis, miltefosine, is 
rapidly losing its effectiveness because of emerging 
resistance to this drug due to a decrease in its accumulation 
inside the parasite, which is necessary for the drug to kill the 
parasite. 

¶ So, a team of researchers had been exploring ways 
to tackle miltefosine resistance. This team has now 
shown allosteric modulation of transporter proteins 
of Leishmania using computationally-designed 
synthetic peptides. 

¶ These promising research outcomes indicate that 
this approach could prove useful in the long run to 
develop novel therapeutics against drug-resistant 
Leishmania parasites. 

 
Kala-azar: 
What is it? Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), also known as kala-
azar, black fever, and Dumdum fever, is the most severe form of leishmaniasis and, without proper diagnosis 
and treatment, is associated with high fatality. 
Spread: Caused by protozoan parasites of the Leishmania genus, migrates to the internal organs such as the 
ƭƛǾŜǊΣ ǎǇƭŜŜƴ όƘŜƴŎŜ άǾƛǎŎŜǊŀƭέύΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻƴŜ ƳŀǊǊƻǿΦ 
Signs and symptoms include fever, weight loss, fatigue, anemia, and substantial swelling of the liver and 
spleen. 
 
Additional facts: 
Leishmaniasis is a neglected tropical disease affecting almost 100 countries including India. 
It is caused by a parasite called Leishmania, which is transmitted through the bite of sand flies. 
There are three main forms of leishmaniasis ς visceral, which affects multiple organs and is the most serious 
form of the disease, cutaneous, which causes skin sores and is the most common form); and mucocutaneous, 
which causes skin and mucosal lesion). 
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InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. About Leishmaniasis. 
2. Forms of leishmaniasis. 
3. Different names of Kala Azar. 
4. Symptoms. 
5. What are protozoans? 
6. What is miltefosine used for? 

Mains Link: 
How is kala- azar caused? Examine what measures has the government taken to tackle those disease. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 2020 
Observed on 26 June. 
ThemeΥ ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ .ŜǘǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜέΦ 
Why June 26th? 
The date June 26 is to commemorate Lin Zexu's dismantling of the opium trade in Humen, Guangdong, ending 
in June 25 1839, just before the First Opium War in China. 
 
On this occasion, UNODC World Drug Report 2020 was also released. 
 
Highlights: 

¶ Around 269 million people used drugs worldwide in 2018, which is 30 per cent more than in 2009. 

¶ Over 35 million people suffer from drug use disorders. 

¶ Rising unemployment and reduced opportunities caused by the pandemic are also likely to 
disproportionately affect the poorest, making them more vulnerable to drug use and also to drug 
trafficking and cultivation in order to earn money. 

¶ Most used substance in 2018: Cannabis. Cannabis also remains the main drug that brings people into 
contact with the criminal justice system. 

¶ Most harmful: Opioids. 

¶ Who use them? Adolescents and young adults account for the largest share of those using drugs, while 
young people are also the most vulnerable to the effects of drugs because they use the most and their 
brains are still developing. 

¶ Low-income countries still suffer a critical shortage of pharmaceutical opioids for pain management 
and palliative care. 

 
Indian Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem: 

¶ It constituted Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in November, 2016 and revived the scheme 
of άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ bŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭέΦ 

¶ In 2017, the government approved new Reward Guidelines with increased quantum of reward for 
interdiction or seizure of different illicit drugs. 

¶ Narcotics Control Bureau has been provided funds for developing a new software i.e. Seizure 
Information Management System (SIMS) which will create a complete online database of drug 
offences and offenders. 

¶ The government has constituted a fund called άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 5ǊǳƎ !ōǳǎŜέ to meet the 
expenditure incurred in connection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating 
addicts, and educating public against drug abuse, etc. 

¶ The government is also conducting National Drug Abuse Survey to measure trends of drug abuse in 
India through Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment with the help of National Drug Dependence 
Treatment Centre of AIIMS. 

  
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
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1. About UNODC. 
2. Overview of scheme of άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ bŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭέΦ 
3. Composition of Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD). 
4. National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse. 
5. About Narcotics Control Bureau. 
6. International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking and theme this year. 

Mains Link: 
India is vulnerable to narcotic drug trafficking. Critically examine its causes. Also comment on the role of 
Government in combating drug problem. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GE07HHV89.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: UN, the Hindu. 
 

 The pandemic imposes a steep learning curve 
Context: 
Across the world, education has been drastically affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

¶ Most instruction has moved online. 

¶ Higher education has gone digital where possible. 
 
Efforts by Indian government: 
Online higher education using MOOCs, or massive open online classrooms, has been encouraged by the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development for some time now via the National Programme on Technology 
Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) and SWAYAM platforms.  
 
.ǳǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ŏase, educationists and policy makers advise caution on Online education. Why? 

1. Because of contrast in rural versus urban infrastructure, the variable quality of staff, and the diverse 
types of subjects that are taught. 

2. Courses that traditionally need a laboratory or practical component are an obvious example where 
online classes cannot offer an alternative.  

3. The adoption or integration of technology in education also depends on the specific institution and 
its location: there is a huge digital divide in the country in terms of bandwidth and reliable 
connectivity, as well as very unequal access to funding. 

4. There can been a serious impact on academic research in all disciplines. There is need for close 
personal interaction and discussion in research supervision. 

5. Not all students have equal access to the Internet, and more than half in any class in any institution 
are simply not able to attend lectures in real time for want of the required combination of hardware 
and electrical connectivity in their homes. 

6. Many online classes are poorly executed video versions of regular classroom lectures. Across the 
board, teachers recognise this as unsatisfactory. 

 
How can it be improved? 

1. This is a chance to re-imagine higher education in India. For long this has been elitist and exclusionary; 
education has been less about learning and more about acquiring degrees. The pandemic can change 
that if we let it. Some ways include: 

2. DŀƴŘƘƛƧƛΩǎ άbŀƛ ¢ŀƭƛƳέ put a high premium on self study and experiential learning, for instance. 
3. Digital tools such as artificial intelligence (AI) can be adapted to deliver personalised instruction based 

on the learning needs for each student. 
4. Pedagogic material must be made available in our other national languages; this will extend access, 

and can help overcome staff shortages that plague remote institutions.  
5. The state will have to bear much of the responsibility, both to improve digital infrastructure and to 

ensure that every needy student has access to a laptop or smartphone. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
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1. About NPTEL. 
2. SWAYAM Portal. 
3. What Nai Taleem means? 

Mains Link: 
Across the world, education has been drastically affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Most instruction has 
moved online. Discuss issues associated with online learning. 
Link: 
https://www.t hehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-pandemic-imposes-a-steep-learning-
curve/article31927570.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Nasha Mukt Bharat: Annual Action Plan (2020-21) 
Launched for on the occasion of άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŀȅ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ 5ǊǳƎ !ōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ LƭƭƛŎƛǘ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎέΦ 
Launched by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
 
The Action Plan has the following components: 

1. Awareness generation programmes. 
2. Focus on Higher Educational institutions, University Campuses and Schools. 
3. Community outreach and identification of dependent population. 
4. Focus on Treatment facilities in Hospital settings. 
5. Capacity Building Programmes for Service Provider. 

 
Implementation: 
It would focus on 272 most affected districts and launch a three-pronged attack combining efforts of Narcotics 
Bureau, Outreach/Awareness by Social Justice and Treatment through the Health Dept. 
De-addiction Facilities would be set up. 
Drop-in-centres for addicts will be set up and also on peer-led community based outreach programmes for 
high risk populations ς particularly the youth- will be launched. 
Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts (IRCAs) would reach out to communities to help those affected 
by drug addiction. 
 
Key facts: 

1. The Narcotics Control Bureau has identified the "most affected" 272 districts which mostly belong to 
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and the North-East lead the states. 

2. These districts have been identified by the Centre as those hugely affected by drug abuse. 
3. The 'Nasha mukt Bharat' campaign was originally launched in 2015 by Shiromani Akali Dal in Punjab. 
4. According to the national list of districts most affected by substance abuse, 18 of the 22 districts in 

Punjab are among those identified by the NCB along with 10 out of Haryana's 22 districts. 
 
Need for: 
About 8,50,000 Indians inject drugs, about 4,60,000 children and 1.8 million adults need help for inhalant 
dependence and 7.7 million Indians require help for opioid dependence.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking- Date and theme this year. 
2. What are IRCAS? How they are funded? 
3. About UNODC. 
4. National Survey on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use in India- Highlights. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on the annual Anti-Drug Action Plan for 2020-21. 
Sources: pib. 
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 World Bank's STARS project 
What is it? 
STARS stands for Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States Program (STARS). 
It is a project to improve the quality and governance of school education in six Indian states. 
Six states are- Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan. 
Some 250 million students (between the age of 6 and 17) in 1.5 million schools, and over 10 million teachers 
will benefit from the program. 
 
Reform initiatives under the project include: 

1. Focusing more directly on the delivery of education services at the state, district and sub district 
levels by providing customized local-level solutions towards school improvement. 

2. Addressing demands from stakeholders, especially parents, for greater accountability and 
inclusion by producing better data to assess the quality of learning; giving special attention to students 
from vulnerable section. 

3. Equipping teachers to manage this transformation by recognizing that teachers are central to 
achieving better learning outcomes.  

4. LƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ needs by strengthening foundational learning for 
children in classes 1 to 3 and preparing them with the cognitive, socio-behavioural and language skills 
to meet future labour market needs.  

 
Atmanirbhar and education: 
Atmanirbhar Bharat calls for an India that is able to produce and deliver local goods and services to its 
citizens. This applies equally to education for all children. 
Delivering a service, like education, requires a capable state, especially given the scale and complexity of its 
large and diverse population.  
Building state capability involves ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴΦ This is precisely the idea 
behind an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
Fundamentally, therefore, it cannot be outsourced. 

¶ In other words, state capability is about getting things done in the government, and by the 
government, by ensuring effective implementation that is responsive to local needs, but also about 
being able to design and conduct reforms. 

 
Why is the STARS approach to build state capacity flawed?  

1. It fails to address the basic capacity issues: major vacancies across the education system from District 
Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs), district and block education offices, to teachers in schools, 
remain unaddressed. 

2. World Bank ignores that decentralising decision-making requires the devolution of funds and real 
decision-making power. It requires not just investment in the capacity of the front-line bureaucracy 
but also in increasing their discretionary powers while fostering social accountability. 

3. Trust is entirely ignored in the World Bank project. Instead, the Bank displays yet again an over-
reliance on Information and Communications Technology (ICT) as a panacea that lacks any backing in 
evidence (Trust here implies listening and collaborating across different levels within the 
administration). 

4. OuǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ άŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
ǘŀǎƪǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ άƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέ ƻǊ άŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘhe project document. 

 
What needs to be done? 

1. Administration must be equipped with adequate physical, financial and human resources. An 
overburdened bureaucracy with vacancies and without basic equipment cannot be expected to be 
effective. 

2. Administrative or governance reforms must give greater discretion to the front-line bureaucracy to 
address local issues and innovate if required.  
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3. There needs to be trust within the administration among peers and across different levels within the 
administration. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. States covered under the STARS project. 
2. About World Bank and its funding. 
3. Institutions of World Bank. 
4. World Bank Group. 
5. What is open data initiative? 

 
Mains Link: 
²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΩǎ {¢!w{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/the-stars-project-needs-an-overhaul/article31947675.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e -governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures.  

 TULIP - Urban Learning Internship Program 
Context: TULIP - Urban Learning Internship Program for providing opportunities to fresh Graduates in all ULBs 
& Smart Cities launched. 
TULIP has been conceived pursuant to the Budget 2020-21 announcement by the Finance Minister Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman under the theme Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴŘƛŀΩΦ 
 
Key features: 

1. TULIP is a program for providing fresh graduates experiential learning opportunities in the urban 
sector. 

2. It would help enhance the value-to-ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ 
pool in diverse fields like urban planning, transport engineering, environment, municipal finance etc. 

3. It will lead to infusion of fresh ideas and energy with engagement of youth in co-creation of solutions 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ 

4. This launch is also an important sǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aIw5 ŀƴŘ !L/¢9Ωǎ goal of 1 crore 
successful internships by the year 2025. 

 
Need for and Significance of the program: 
Such a program will help ǊŜŀǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘ as it is poised to have the largest 
working-age population in the world in the coming years. 

¶ India has a substantial pool of technical graduates for whom exposure to real world project 
implementation and planning is essential for professional development. 

¶ General education may not reflect the depth of productive knowledge present in society. Instead of 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨŘƻƛƴƎ ōȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣΩ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
by doiƴƎΦΩ 

Thus TULIP would help fulfil twin goals of providing interns with hands-on learning experience as well as 
ƛƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ¦[.ǎ ŀƴŘ {ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

 SWADES: Skill Mapping Exercise for Returning Citizens 
Context: The initiative, undertaken as part of the Vande Bharat Mission, aims at empowering the returning 
citizens with relevant employment opportunities. 
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Key features: 
1. It is a joint initiative  of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation and the Ministry of External Affairs. 
2. The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is supporting the implementation of the project. 
3. It aims to create a database of qualified citizens based on their skill sets and experience to tap into 

and fulfil demand of Indian and foreign companies. 
4. The collected information will be shared with the companies for suitable placement opportunities in 

the country. 
 
Implementation: 
The returning citizens are required to fill up an online SWADES Skills Card. 
The card will facilitate a strategic framework to provide the returning citizens with suitable employment 
opportunities through discussions with key stakeholders including state governments, industry associations 
and employers. 
 
Need for and significance: 
The spread of COVID-19 across the globe has had a significant economic impact with thousands of workers 
losing their jobs and hundreds of companies shutting down globally. Many of Indian citizens returning to the 
country through the Vande Bharat Mission of the Government of India may be facing uncertainty regarding 
their future employment opportunities. 
So, this initiative will help in deployment of returning Indian workforce matching their skill sets. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is NSDC? 
2. What is National Skill Development Mission? 
3. Implementation of SWADES? 
4. What is Vande Bharat Mission? 

Sources: pib. 
 

 Patanjali Coronavirus (Covid-19) Medicine: 
Context: 
¸ƻƎŀ ƎǳǊǳ wŀƳŘŜǾΩǎ Patanjali Ayurved Ltd has launched what they claimed was the first Ayurvedic medicine 
to cure Covid-19. 
 
About the medicine: 
Ramdev has claimed that Ψ/ƻǊƻƴƛƭ ǘŀōƭŜǘΩΣ Ψ{ǿŀǎŀǊƛ ±ŀǘƛΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ!ƴǳ ¢ŀƛƭŀΩ ƘŀŘ ǎƘƻǿƴ άмлл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ /ƻǾƛŘ-19 patients. 
 
What next? 
The AYUSH Ministry has sought details about the medicine and has directed Patanjali and Ramdev to stop 
advertising such claims. 
The concerned Ayurvedic drug manufacturing company has been informed that such advertisements of drugs 
including Ayurvedic medicines are regulated under the provisions of Drugs and Magic Remedies 
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954 and Rules thereunder and the directives issued by the Central 
Government in the wake of COVID outbreak.  
 
Overview of the Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954: 

¶ It prohibits advertisements of drugs and remedies that claim to have magical properties, and makes 
doing so a cognizable offence. 

¶ The penalty carries a maximum sentence of 6 months imprisonment with or without fine on first 
conviction. In case of any subsequent conviction, the term may be up to a year. 

¶ If the convicted party is a company, all members of the company will be deemed guilty. 
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The law prohibits advertising of drugs and remedies for: 
1. inducing miscarriage or preventing conception in women 
2. improving or maintaining the capacity for sexual pleasure 
3. correction of menstrual disorders 
4. curing, diagnosing or preventing any disease or condition mentioned in an included schedule 

 
Definition: 
The act defines "magic remedy" as any talisman, mantra, amulet or any other object which is claimed to have 
miraculous powers to cure, diagnose, prevent or mitigate a disease in humans or animal. It also includes such 
devices that are claimed to have power to influence structure or function of an organ in humans or animals. 
 
Criticisms: 
The law is rarely enforced and several such products are freely available to the public. 
The law is considered severely outdated as 14 of the diseases in the list are now curable, and newer diseases 
like AIDS are not on the list. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of magic remedy. 
2. What is banned under the said law? 
3. Penalties proposed under the law. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

 Civil Services Board 
Context: 
The Punjab government, last week, constituted a three-member civil services board to decide on IAS transfers 
and postings in the state. 
 
Opposition to this move: 
This notification providing for fixed tenure of IAS officers has left some leaders in the state upset. 

¶ It is because they feel appointment and transfer of IAS officers are a prerogative of the state. 

¶ They say, If their term is fixed, it will not only create functional and administrative problems, but also 
overstep the authority and jurisdiction of the state government. 

¶ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 
for a transfer, the leaders feel their influence has been reduced to a naught and all power handed to 
the CS. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŦŀǾƻur? 

¶ It says if the officials have a fixed tenure they will be able to provide better administration. 

¶ They will also feel safe and try to stick to the rules instead of pleasing political bosses. 

¶ It says every official requires 3-6 months to get into the groove at his new place of posting. If he stays 
there for two years, it would mean better delivery and stable tenure to people. 

 
What is a Civil Services Board? What are its functions? 
To insulate the bureaucracy from political interference and to put an end to frequent transfers of civil servants 
by political bosses, the Supreme Court had in 2013 directed the Centre and the states to set up a civil services 
board to consider transfers and postings of bureaucrats among others. 
As per rules, all states should have a civil services board to decide on transfers and postings of the bureaucrats. 
 
Functions: 

¶ The board is mandated to decide on the transfer of a civil servant before completion of his or her fixed 
tenure. 
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¶ The rules mandate the civil services board to submit an annual report on January 1 to the central 
government about the date of the meetings held by them. 

 
Composition: 
The civil services board is headed by chief secretary of a state. 

¶ It has senior most additional chief secretary or chairman, Board of Revenue, Financial Commissioner or 
an officer of equivalent rank and status as member. 

¶ In addition, it will have Principal Secretary or Secretary, Department of Personnel in the state 
government as member secretary. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is it? 
2. Composition. 
3. Functions. 
4. How many states have set up CSB? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the functions and objectives of Civil Services Boards. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/no-information-on-constitution-of-civil-services-board-by-mp-centre-
4805230/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: India and its neighbourhood - relations.  

 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Context: China under the multi-billion-dollar CPEC will set up a 1,124-megawatt power project- Kohala 
Hydropower Project- in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir despite India's objection to it. 
A tripartite agreement has been finalised among China's Three Gorges Corporation, the authorities in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and the PPIB to implement the 1,124-megawatt Kohala hydroelectric power project 
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework.  
 
Details: 

¶ The project will be built on the Jhelum River and aims at annually providing more than five billion units 
of clean and low-cost electricity for consumers in Pakistan. 

¶ This marks one of the largest investments of USD 2.4 billion in an independent power producer (IPP) in 
the region.  

 
About CPEC: 
The CPEC is the flagship project of the multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a pet project of 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ·ƛ WƛƴǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ-funded 
infrastructure projects. 
The 3,000 km-long ChinaςPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) consists of highways, railways, and pipelines. 
CPEC eventually aims at ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǿŀŘŀǊ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
region Xinjiang through a vast network of highways and railways. 
The proposed project will be financed by heavily-subsidised loans, that will be disbursed to the Government of 
Pakistan by Chinese banks. 
 
But, why is India concerned? 
It passes through PoK. 
CPEC rests on a Chinese plan to secure and shorten its supply lines through Gwadar with an enhanced presence 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇƻƴ /t9/Ωǎ ŦǊǳƛǘƛƻƴΣ an extensive Chinese presence will 
ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ Ocean. 
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It is also being contended that if CPEC were to successfully transform the Pakistan economy that could be a 
άǊŜŘ ǊŀƎέ ŦƻǊ India which will remain at the receiving end of a wealthier and stronger Pakistan. 
Besides, India shares a great deal of trust deficit with China and Pakistan and has a history of conflict with 
both. As a result, even though suggestions to re-approach the project pragmatically have been made, no 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǎǘǊŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǊ LƴŘƛŀΩs equations with China 
and Pakistan. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is CPEC? 
2. What is BRI initiative? 
3. What is string of pearls initiative? 
4. Where Gilgit- Baltistan? 
5. Important ports in Pakistan and Iran. 

Mains Link: 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. Suggest how India should 
tackle the challenges posed by this alliance? 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Govt. to boost infrastructure in areas along China border 
Context: The government has approved new guidelines to boost infrastructure in areas along China border. 
 
These include: 

1. Spend 10% funds of a Centrally sponsored scheme only on projects in Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Sikkim. 

2. The Border Area Development Programme (BADP) Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ туп ŎǊƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлнл-21 fiscal 
and the money is distributed to the border States and Union Territories depending on various criteria 
such as the length of the international border and population. 

3. Projects for developing strategically important villages and towns in border areas that have been 
identified by the border guarding forces will be given priority. 

4. Construction of roads, bridges, culverts, primary schools, health infrastructure, playfields, irrigation 
works, mini-stadiums, indoor courts for basketball, badminton and table tennis can be undertaken 
within 10 km of the border. 

 
Need for: 
The ongoing border tension with China at multiple points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) is more serious 
ǘƘŀƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ-off. 
Therefore, tƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ άǿƻǳƭŘ help integrate these areas with the hinterland, create a 
positive perception of care by the country and encourage people to stay on in the border areas leading to 
ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎέ. 
 
India- China Border: 
India and China share a 3,488 km long boundary. Unfortunately, the entire boundary is disputed. The line, 
which delineates the boundary between the two countries, is popularly called the McMahon line, after its 
author Sir Henry McMahon. 
In 1913, the British-India government had called a tripartite conference, in which the boundary between India 
and Tibet was formalized after a discussion between the Indian and the Tibetans. A Convention was adopted, 
which resulted in the delimitation of the Indo-Tibetan boundary. This boundary is, however, disputed by China 
which terms it as illegal. 
In 1957, China occupied Aksai Chin and built a road through it. This episode was followed by intermittent 
clashes along the border, which finally culminated in the border war of 1962. The boundary, which came into 
existence after the war, came to be known as Line of Actual Control (LAC). It is a military held line. 
 
Attempts to resolve the issue: 
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1. The rapprochement between the two countries in 1976 enabled India and China to initiate High Level 
border talks in 1981 to find a solution to the vexed problem. After eight rounds, the talks broke down 
in 1987. 

2. Lƴ мфууΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ wŀƧƛǾ DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΣ the Joint Working Group (JWG) was set 
up to look into the border problem. 

3. In 1993, the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) was signed and the India-China Expert Group of Diplomatic and Military Officers was set up to 
assist the JWG. 

4. In 1996, the Agreement on Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) in the Military Field along the LAC 
was signed. 

5. In 2003, two special representatives (one each from India and China) were appointed to find a 
political solution to the border dispute. 

6. Till 2009, these two special representatives had held 17 rounds of talks, but it seems they have not 
made much headway. 

 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, geographical extent and significance? 
2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 

Mains Link: 
Creation of infrastructure would help integrate border areas areas with the hinterland, create a positive 
perception of care by the country and encourage people to stay on in the border areas leading to safe and 
secure borders. Discuss. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GCK7FKMOP.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) 
Context: India and Australia have signed a historic agreement, called Ψaǳǘǳŀƭ [ƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ 
όa[{!ύΩΣ to allow access to military bases for logistics support. 
This was agreed upon at the first-ever virtual bilateral summit between India Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison. 
 
What is MLSA? 

¶ The agreement will facilitate reciprocal access to military logistics facilities, allow more complex joint 
military exercise and improve interoperability between the security forces of the two nations. 

¶ It allows reciprocal access to military facilities in terms of logistics support which generally include 
food, water, petroleum (fuel), spare parts and other components. 

¶ The agreement will be useful during joint military exercises, peacekeeping operations, Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief operations, scheduled deployments of military platforms, and any other 
exigent situations that may arise. 

¶ It will help in improving interoperability between the involved parties. 
 
Significance: 

¶ The MLSA ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴŀǾŀƭ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

¶ bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ǉǳǘǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
distant waters, leaving its far-off assets at the mercy of other actors. 

¶ Therefore, countries avoid dispersion of their resources and concentrate on their near waters. 

¶ In the case of India and Australia, such a limitation does not match their ambitions in the region; it also 
puts them at a disadvantage vis-à-vis a belligerent China. 

For this reason, the MLSA holds considerable significance. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Scrapping of Article 370 and LAC tensions 
Context:  
An influential Chinese think-tank- China Institutes of 
Contemporary International Relations (CICIR)- has linked 
the current tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƭŀǎ t year to abrogate Article 370 and 
change the status of Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
What has the CICIR said on this? 
It described the move as a joint challenge to China and 
Pakistan, ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƘŀŘ άǇƻǎŜŘ a challenge to the 
ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ /Ƙƛƴŀέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀŘŜ LƴŘƛŀ-
Pakistan relations and China-LƴŘƛŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΦέ 
 
What happened? 
Last year, India released a new map following the changes 
in Article 370. 
China alleges that India opened up new territory on the map, incorporated part of the areas under the local 
jurisdiction of Xinjiang and Tibet into its Ladakh union territory. 
And this forced China into the Kashmir dispute, stimulated China and Pakistan to take counter-actions on the 
Kashmir issue, and dramatically increased the difficulty in resolving the border issue between China and India. 
 
Background: 
Recently, there has been an increased tension in the India-China relations, due to the Chinese transgressions 
into Indian territory, across the disputed Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh. Talks are on at various levels to 
diffuse the situation. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Regions of dispute. 
2. What is LAC? 
3. LAC vs LOC? 
4. Important passes between India and China. 
5. What is Article 370? What has changed now wrt J&K? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how abrogation of Article 370 has escalated border tensions between India and China. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 Why banning trade with China will hurt India more? 
Context: 
The Indian government has tried to respond to the border dispute with China by training its guns on trade. The 
idea resonating in Indian streets is that Indians should boycott Chinese goods ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ άǘŜŀŎƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴέΦ 

¶ .ǳǘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ banning trade will barely 
hurt China while adversely impacting Indian consumers and businesses. 

 
Boycotting China is not as easy as data from key sectors show: 

1. Smartphones: Market size: Rs 2 lakh Cr. Share of Chinese products: 72%. 
2. Telecom Equipment: Market size: Rs 12,000 Cr; Share of Chinese products: 25%. 
3. Auto Components: Market size: 43.1 lakh Cr.; Share of Chinese products: 26%. 
4. Internet Apps: Market size: 45.0 Crore smartphone users; Share of Chinese products: 66% of people 

use at least one Chinese app on their smartphones. 
5. Solar Power: Market size: 37,916 MW; Share of Chinese products: 90% 
6. Steel: Share of Chinese products: 18-20%. 
7. Pharma/API: Market size: 1.5 Lakh Crore; Share of Chinese products: 60%. 

 
When is "Boycott China" possible? 
When the economical gap between India and China is narrowed, the country, prompted by emotions of 
nationalism amid the standoff between the two countries, can boycott Chinese products and carve out a path 
for 'Atma Nirbhar Bharat.'  
 
Why is China cheaper? 

1. Provision of cheap labour is one of the factors that contribute to cheaper Chinese products. 
2. Raw materials are cheaper. They are a significant part of the total cost of the product. Since the 

Chinese firms invest in bulk purchases for bulk production, it saves the tremendous cost of production.  
3. Efficient business ecosystem comprising of a network of suppliers, component manufacturers, 

distributors, government agencies, and customers. All have key-roles to play in ironing out the 
production process.  

4. Business loans are easily accessible, especially for bigger industries which provides a greater financial 
cushion to businesses in the manufacturing segment. 

5. The Chinese factories have been criticized for their lower compliance with health and safety 
regulations and environmental protection laws. 

6. China follows a Value Added Tax (VAT) system. A tax which is charged only on the "value-added" to a 
product, material or service at every stage of its further manufacture or distribution. Exported goods 
are subject to zero per cent VAT. In simpler terms, they enjoy a VAT exemption or rebate policy. 

 
Why 'Boycott Chinese Products' Movement is difficult in India? 
Trade deficit: In 2018-19, India's exports to China were mere $16.7 billion, while imports were $70.3 billion, 
leaving a trade deficit of $53.6 billion. 
Private Indian companies with Chinese investment: Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from China stood at a 
total of $1.8 billion between 2015 and 2019. Chinese tech investors have put an estimated $4 billion into Indian 
start-ups. Over a period of five years ending March 2020, 18 of India's 30 unicorns are now Chinese-funded. 
China's dominance in the Indian digital market: Apps with Chinese investments constituted a substantial 50% 
of top app downloads (both iOS and G Play combined) which includes web browsers, data sharing and social 
media apps as per the Gateway house report. 
A blanket ban on Chinese imports will hurt all small businesses at a time when they are already struggling to 
survive, ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ 
 
What can be done? 
Estimates indicate that a third of the Chinese imports constitute low-tech goods that were either made earlier 
by Indians, or are still being made but in smaller quantities.  

¶ These can surely be discouraged, and re-replaced by local products and brands. 
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¶ In addition, such attempts will prove to be a fillip for the hundreds of small and medium firms, which 
have languished due to the lack of demand. 

¶ If the MSME segment kicks off, the overall manufacturing sector will get a boost, which will benefit the 
ΨaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 

¶ As local sales grow, Indians will become competitive. They can emerge as exporters of these products, 
and battle globally with China. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Disputed border areas between India and China. 
2. What is trade deficit? 
3. What are unicorns? 
4. India and China bilateral trade- overview and key figures. 
5. What is FDI? 
6. FDI vs FPI. 

Mains Link: 
How and why boycotting Chinese goods will have little or no impact on the country? Discuss. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Russia-India-China grouping 
Why in News? 
India will participate in the virtual meeting of the Russia-India-China grouping on June 23. 
The Indian decision to go ahead with the ministerial level exchange has created an opening for de-escalation of 
tension along the Line of Actual Control with the Russian diplomatic sources indicating that they support 
άŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ [ŀŘŀƪƘΦ 
 
What is RIC? 
Conceived by the then Russian foreign minister Yevgeny Primakov in 1998. 
The group was founded on the basis of άŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōǎŜǊǾƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΣέ and 
άǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŀΦέ 
 
Significance and potential of the grouping: 
Together, the RIC countries occupy over 19 percent of the global landmass and contribute to over 33 percent 
of global GDP. 
All three are nuclear powers and two, Russia and China, are permanent members of the UN Security Council, 
while India aspires to be one. 
The trio could also contribute to creating a new economic structure for the world. 
They could work together on disaster relief and humanitarian assistance. 
 
Importance of RIC for India: 

¶ It forms the core of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

¶ India is in a geostrategic sweet spot today. 

¶ It is important for India as an ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘǿŀǊǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
hegemon in both the maritime and continental spheres. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is RIC group? When was it founded? 
2. WTO- establishment and objectives. 
3. What is G20? 
4. What is Paris agreement? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of RIC grouping. 
Link: 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-take-part-in-meeting-of-ric-grouping/article31864247.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 India-China border dispute: Importance of Pangong Tso 
Why in News? 
Amid military talks, reports of Chinese build-up at Pangong. 
 
Why there is a dispute here? 
The Line of Actual Control (LAC) - the line that separates Indian and Chinese troops since 1962 - generally runs 
along the land except for the width of Pangong Tso. 
Here it runs through water. Both sides have marked their areas announcing which side belongs to which 
country. 
India controls about 45 km stretch of the Pangong Tso and China the rest.  
The current site of confrontation is spurs jutting out of Chang Chenmo, an eastern extension of the Karakoram 
Range. These spurs are called fingers. 
 

Who controls what? 
There are eight of them in contention here. India and China have different understanding of where the LAC 
passes through.  

¶ India has maintained that the LAC passes through Finger 8, which has been the site of the final 
military post of China. 

¶ India has been patrolling the area - mostly on foot because of the nature of the terrain - up to Finger 8. 
But Indian forces have not had active control beyond Finger 4. 

¶ China, on the other hand, says the LAC passes through Finger 2. It has been patrolling up to Finger 4- 
mostly in light vehicles, and at times up to Finger 2. 

 
What is happening now? 

¶ The current impulses of China seem to be guided by 255 km Daulat Beg Oldie-Darbuk-Shayok road. It 
extends up to the base of the Karakoram pass, which is the last military post. Daulat Beg Oldie is the 
highest airfield in the world. This road, when complete, will reduce the travel time from Leh to Daulat 
Beg Oldie from two days to six hours. 

¶ The latest Chinese move is also part of its long-term strategy to gain greater control of the area. It was 
under this design, China had built road up to 5 km on the Indian side of the LAC in 1999, during the 
Kargil war with Pakistan. 

 
Why China wants to encroach areas alongside Pangong Tso? 
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¶ Pangong Tso is strategically crucial as it is very close to Chusul Valley, which was one of the battlefronts 
between India and China during the 1962 war. 

¶ China appears to keep India constricted in the region by taking strategic advantage of looking over the 
Chusul Valley, which it can do if it advances along Pangong Tso. 

¶ China also does not want India to boost its infrastructure anywhere near the LAC. China fears it 
threatens its occupation of Aksai Chin and Lhasa-Kashgar highway. 

¶ Any threat to this highway also puts Chinese rather imperialist plans in Pakistan-occupied territories in 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir, and beyond in Pakistan. 

 
About Pangong Tso: 
Pangong Tso literally translates into a "conclave lake". Pangong means conclave in Ladakhi and Tso means a 
lake in Tibetan language. 
Situated at over 14,000 feet, Pangong Tso or Pangong Lake is about 135 km long. 
It is formed from Tethys geosyncline. 
It is a salt water lake. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is LoC and how is it established, geographical extent and significance? 
2. What is LAC? 
3. Where is Nathu la? 
4. Where is Pangong Tso? 
5. Who administers Akashi Chin? 
6. Where is Naku La? 
7. Who controls what in Pangong Tso lake region? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Pangong Tso for India and China. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Lƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ ǊŜƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ 
(Before understanding this article, you need to know the following: 

¶ State-centrism has given the state structure the propriety to be the sole arbiter of disputes, if any, 
among communities and regions falling within the territorial limits of nation states. 

¶ As per this principle, it is the state that articulates, defines, and reprŜǎŜƴǘǎ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ 
negotiations with other states.) 

 
Now, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Border disputes, such as Kalapani dispute, ŀǊŜ άƘŀƴŘƭŜŘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘέ within the given 
dispensation of South Asian statecraft. 
The main problem here is that the decisions flow from within a 
state-centric paradigm. 

¶ People living in the disputed regions and their emotions 
are not taken into account. 

¶ Often, territorial boundaries are valued more than 
lives, livelihoods and the well-being of the people 
located at the edges of nation states.  

What we forget is countries here not only share cultural and 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅέ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛsed 
porous border. 
 
Need of the hour: 
South Asia is perhaps the most natural regional grouping of 
states around the world. And, at the same time, it is also the most difficult and contested grouping. 
South Asia needs to be rethought, not as a region of states, but as a region of regions. 
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It is a land where contact zones should exist beyond the limits of territorial boundaries shared by the 
member-states. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ άǘǊƻǳōƭƛƴƎέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΥ how 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘŜŘέ ǳǇƻƴ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  
It is because such questions seem to be troubling to those who are to maintain their lifeworld at those zones. 

¶ In a certain sense, the people living at the edges of nation states within South Asia do not actually 
belong to any of the two nation states. 

¶ Or in other words, they belong to both the states at the same time. 
Plurality, differences and inclusivity bring coherence to borderland ontology; they defy the logic of singular, 
unifying, exclusive identities that the nation states privilege. 
 
Way ahead: 
Both India and Nepal, and for that matter, other South Asian countries need to rethink South Asia as a region 
of regions ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ άǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ τ one that is 
ontologically empty but materially more rewarding. 
wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ άǊŜŀƭǇƻƭƛǘƛƪέ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ the ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅέ 
accommodate this rather naturally drafted way of doing politics, if we are genuinely concerned about South 
Asian geopolitics. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-border-claims-reimagining-south-asias-
boundaries/article31940545.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or  
affecting Indiaôs interests. 

 Global Vaccine Summit 
Context: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi recently addressed the virtual Global Vaccine Summit hosted by 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson in which over 50 countries - business leaders, UN agencies, civil society, 
government ministers, Heads of State and country leaders participated. 
Overall the summit raised almost £7bn to Gavi, the international vaccine alliance. India pledged 15 Million US 
Dollars. 
 
Background: 
The virtual summit this week comes against the backdrop of the University of Oxford's fast-track trials for a 
potential vaccine to protect against coronavirus. However, it has a wider remit as the UK hopes it would help 
raise the funds required for Gavi to vaccinate over 300 million children against infectious diseases in the 
world's poorest countries over the next five years. 
 
What is GAVI? 
Created in 2000, Gavi is an international organisation ς a global 
Vaccine Alliance, bringing together public and private sectors 
with the shared goal of creating equal access to new and 
ǳƴŘŜǊǳǎŜŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ 
countries. 
 
Members: Gavi brings together developing country and donor 
governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World 
Bank, the vaccine industry in both industrialised and developing 
countries, research and technical agencies, civil society, the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation and other private philanthropists. 
 
Main activities: 
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1. D!±LΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
access to immunisation in poor countries. 

2. Lǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ Development Goals by focusing on 
performance, outcomes and results. 

3. Its partners provide funding for vaccines and intellectual resources for care advancement. 
4. They contribute, also, to strengthening the capacity of the health system to deliver immunisation and 

other health services in a sustainable manner. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Members of GAVI? 
2. Largest contributors to GAVI? 
3. Who organised global vaccine summit recently? 
4. How much has India pledged to GAVI? 
5. What is a vaccine? 
6. What are different types of vaccines? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of GAVI. 
Sources: pib. 

 Naval liaisons at RMIFC and EMASOH 
Context: 
India is looking to post Navy Liaison Officers at the Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC) in 
Madagascar and also at the European maritime surveillance initiative in the Strait of Hormuz for improved 
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). 
 
About Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC): 
The RMFIC functions under the aegis of the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) of which India became an 
Observer in March 2020 along with Japan and the United Nations. 
It is based in Madagascar. 
It is designed to deepen maritime domain awareness by monitoring maritime activities and promoting 
information sharing and exchange. 
 
About the European maritime surveillance initiative in the Strait of Hormuz: 
The EMASOH headquarters is composed of Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands and French officers and based 
at the French naval base in Abu Dhabi. 
¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ άto monitor maritime activity and guarantee freedom of navigation in the Persian Gulf and the 
Strait of Hormuz.έ  
It was started by France in February 2020. 
 
How this will help India? 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ Information Fusion Centre for Indian 
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram with other IFCs and become the repository for all maritime data in the 
IOR. 
 
Additional information: 
About Indian Ocean Commission: 
Founded in 1982, the IOC is an intergovernmental organisation comprising five small-island states in the 
Western Indian Ocean: the Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (a French department), and Seychelles.  
It was institutionalized in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement in Seychelles.  
Following a request from New Delhi, the IOC granǘŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ с ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
34th Council of Ministers.  
In 2012, the IOC was one of the four regional organisations to launch the MASE Programme τ the European 
Union-funded programme to promote Maritime Security in Eastern and Southern Africa and Indian Ocean. 
The Commission has a Secretariat which is located in Mauritius. 
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About the Information 
Fusion Centre for 
Indian Ocean Region 
(IFC-IOR): 
The Navy set up the 
IFC-IOR in December 
2018 within the 
premises of the 
Information 
Management and 
Analysis Centre (IMAC) 
in Gurugram to track 
maritime movements 
in the region. 
France became the first country to deploy a Liaison Officer at the IFC-IOR followed by the U.S. and several 
other countries including Australia, Japan and the United Kingdom have announced their intention to post LOs.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is IOC? 
2. When and how was it established? 
3. Who are the members and observers? 
4. How France is involved in this? 
5. What is IFC- IOR? 
6. What is RMIFC? 
7. Who established EMASOH? 
8. Locate Persian Gulf and strait of Hormuz. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how observer status at the Indian Ocean Commission help India secure its strategic objectives. 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-looks-to-deploy-naval-liaisons-at-madagascar-abu-
dhabi-for-information-exchange/article31828272.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on Indiaôs 
interests, Indian diaspora.  

 Why China is opposing THAAD defence systems in South Korea? 
What is THAAD Defence system? 
THAAD is an acronym for Terminal High Altitude Area Defense. 
It is a transportable, ground-based missile defense system. 
This anti-ballistic missile defense system has been designed and manufactured by the US company Lockheed 
Martin. 
 
How it operates? 
THAAD is coupled with space-based and ground-based surveillance stations, which transfer data about the 
incoming missile and informs the THAAD interceptor missile of the threat type classification. THAAD is alarmed 
about incoming missiles by space-based satellites with infrared sensors. 
 
Where all it has been deployed? 
South Korea, the UAE, Guam, Israel and Romania. 
 
What is this South Korea-China controversy over THAAD about? 

¶ US has a base in South Korea. So, the US operates THAAD missile defense system in this base. 
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¶ The US had previously announced that the deployment of this missile defense system was a 
countermeasure against potential attacks by North Korea, particularly after the country had engaged 
in testing ballistic missiles. 

¶ This was felt necessary for the US because, in 2017, matters escalated in the Korean Peninsula after 
North Korea test fired a few missiles in the direction of US bases in Japan.  

¶ These moves by the US and by extension, South Korea, particularly angered China. 
 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ are based on the following: 
The system has inbuilt advanced radar systems ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊŀŎƪ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
The US having a presence in the region particularly through its many military bases in Japan and South Korea is 
particularly worrying for China. 
TƘŜ ¦{ ŜȄŜǊǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ long-term military, 
diplomatic and economic interests in the region. 
 
How this controversy has affected South Korea? 
The impact of the controversy was not limited to a diplomatic level, but had far-reaching consequences. 

1. When the controversy first arose in 2017, China had hit South Korea economically. South Korean 
businesses, including large conglomerates found their diversified operations hampered. 

2. Post this development in 2017, tourism from China to South Korea fell drastically. 
3. {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΣ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ 

China by K-pop stars being forced to cancel as a result of this controversy. 
4. South Korean cosmetics and beauty products that are extremely popular in China also witnessed their 

sales being impacted, due to calls on social media to boycott South Korean products.  

 
What next? 
Following the deployment of replacement missiles now, China has issued a statement urging the US not to 
harm bilateral relations between Beijing and Seoul.  
The US and South Korea have consistently maintained that these missiles are only to counter potential threats 
by North Korea. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is THAAD? 
2. US military bases worldwide. 
3. Geographical locations of China and Korean Peninsula. 
4. Sea and oceans surrounding China. 

Mains Link: 
Iƻǿ ¢I!!5 ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΚ 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/thaad-missile-defence-system-south-korea-us-china-6434536/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
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 Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) 
Context: The government of Philippines has suspended plans to cancel the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA), a 
ŘŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 
 
Background: 
On February 11, the Philippines officially sent a notice terminating the VFA to the United States through its 
embassy in Manila. 
Political analysts interpreted ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
military assertiveness. The Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia all have disputes with China about its territorial 
claims in the South China Sea. 
 
What is it? 
A visiting forces agreement (VFA) is an agreement between a country and a foreign nation having military 
forces visiting in that country. 
VFA spells out the rules, guidelines and legal status of the U.S. military when operating in the Philippines. 
The VFA also affirms the 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty as well as the 2014 Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement τ agreements that enable the U.S. military to conduct joint exercises and operations in the 
Philippines. 
The Philippine Senate ratified the VFA in 1999.  
 
Implications for the US: 
Terminating the VFA would leave the U.S. military without any legal or operational standing in the Philippines 
τ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ±C!Σ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ any 
defense agreements. 
 
Implications for the Philippines: 
The U.S. alliance and the VFA remain important to Philippine national security. 
In contrast to high degrees of trust and support for the United States, Filipinos hold much more negative 
attitudes toward China and remain waǊȅ ƻŦ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {ŜŀΦ 
The Philippine public has also soured on Chinese foreign investment. The U.S.-Philippine alliance and the VFA 
therefore act as an insurance policy against Chinese threats. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Countries bordering South China Sea. 
2. Location of Philippines and key areas surrounding. 
3. What is VFA? 
4. Important military bases of USA around the world. 
5. Difference between LOC and LAC? 

Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GCK7FLJTA.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 What are Social Bubbles? 
Why in News? 
Many countries have started gradually lifting restrictions even as the number of cases of the infection 
continues to rise.  
One of the ways of effective social distancing strategies to keep the Covid-19 curve flat suggested by experts 
include the idea of social bubbles. 
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What are social bubbles?  
The idea is based on bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
άōǳōōƭŜǎέΣ an exclusive social group that is allowed to meet with 
each other amid the pandemic. 
A bubble is referred to as an ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
people that one lives with. People may be allowed to extend 
their bubbles slightly to include caregivers or children who 
might be in shared care. 
These people ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ōǳǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀƭΦ 
New Zealand followed this approach during the lockdown and allowed the expansion of the bubbles as 
transmission slowed and restrictions eased. 
 
Benefits of these bubbles: 
In case a member of the bubble develops symptoms, the entire bubble quarantines itself, preventing further 
spread of the infection. 
Bubbles allow those who are isolated to come into more social contact and to reduce the most harmful effects 
of the current social restrictions, while continuing to limit the risk of chains of transmission. 
 
Have they been effective? 
Studies have shown that the concept of social bubbles proved effective for New Zealand since it allowed 
people who were isolated, vulnerable or struggling to receive the care and support they needed. 
Such a policy can be an effective policy for other countries to encourage compliance with social distancing 
regulations while meeting care and support needs. 
 
Relevance of social bubbles at workplaces: 
Social bubbles can also be applied by employers to create departmental or work unit bubbles of employees. 
For instance, for hospitals and essential workers, the risk of transmission can be minimised by introducing shifts 
with a similar composition of employees. This could mean clubbing together employees based on their 
residential proximity. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a bubble? 
2. Travel vs Social Bubbles? 
3. Which countries have been implementing social bubbles? 
4. Name of the virus which caused COVID 19 disease. 
5. Location of New Zealand on world map. 

Mains Link: 
What are social bubbles? How they can help contain the spread of Novel Corona virus? 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-social-bubbles-6444354/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 Cooperative security in Persian Gulf littoral 
What is Persian Gulf region and why is it so significant? 
The lands around the Persian Gulf are shared by eight countries- Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

¶ These countries are major producers of crude oil and natural gas, and thereby contribute critically to 
the global economy and to their own prosperity.  

¶ The area has approximately two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻƛƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ-third of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ 

¶ This factor has added to their geopolitical significance.  

¶ A considerable amount of sea trade passes through the gulf, leading to heavy traffic in the region. 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-social-bubbles-6444354/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       86  InsightsIAS 

Given its significance, the framework for stability and security in the region should have the following: 
1. conditions of peace and stability in individual littoral states;  
2. freedom to all states of the Gulf littoral to exploit their hydrocarbon and other natural resources and 

export them;  
3. freedom of commercial shipping in international waters of the Persian Gulf;  
4. freedom of access to, and outlet from, Gulf waters through the Strait of Hormuz; 
5. prevention of conflict that may impinge on the freedom of trade and shipping 
6. prevention of emergence of conditions that may impinge on any of these considerations. 

 
Why this is important for India too? 

¶ The DǳƭŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ΨŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩΣ ōƻǘƘ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 
proximity and as an area of expanded interests and growing Indian influence.  

¶ India is dependent on the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states for 42 per cent of its overall oil 
imports; three of the top five oil suppliers to India are Gulf states. 

¶ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŀǘǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ with an estimated 7.6 million Indian 
nationals living and working in the region; especially in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ D// ƛǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ-bloc trading partner, which accounted for $104 billion of trade in 
2017ς18, nearly a 7 per cent increase from $97 billion the previous year. This is higher than both Indiaς
ASEAN trade ($81 billion) and IndiaςEU trade ($102 billion) in 2017-18. 

 

InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is GCC? 
2. Middle East countries? 
3. Strait of Hormuz? 
4. Top oil producers of the world. 
5. Persian Gulf- countries in the region. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why stability and peace is important in the Persian Gulf region for India and the world. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-persian-gulf-littoral-cooperative-security-is-
key/article31774318.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 China issues white paper on COVID-19 fight 
Context: China has issued a white paper on the country's battle against COVID-19. The document is titled 
"Fighting COVID-19: China in Action." 
 
The paper explains: 
China's prevention, control and treatment efforts in the battle against the virus, as well as the efforts made at a 
global level in international cooperation.  
 
Highlights: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ From early outbreak to an all-out nationwide effort to save as many lives as possible, the Chinese 
Government has taken the most comprehensive, the strictest and the most thorough prevention and 
control measures to combat the coronavirus outbreak. 

¶ China has made full use of the weapon to win the battle against COVID-19. 

¶ It has vowed to continue advocating globalization and multilateralism amid the coronavirus pandemic 
and in its aftermath. 

¶ It has released information on COVID-19 in an open and transparent manner as required by law. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
US president Donald Trump and leaders of several countries have accused China of not being transparent in 
reporting the deadly disease, leading to huge human casualties and economic crisis across the world. 
Recently, the World Health Assembly (WHA), the decision-making body of Geneva-based World Health 
Organisation (WHO), passed a unanimous resolution to probe the origin of the virus. China also backed the 
resolution. 
 
Impact: 
The coronavirus has infected over 68,00,000 people and killed nearly 4,00,000 across the world. 
The US is the worst affected country with over 1.9 million cases and more than 1,09,000 deaths, while the total 
number of cases in China stand at 84,177. 
The global economy, which was in a sluggish recovery even before the coronavirus outbreak, is now bound to 
suffer a "severe recession" in 2020. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Locate Wuhan on Map. 
2. Types of Coronavirus which affect humans. 
3. UNSC- objectives and permanent members. 
4. Countries in the South China Sea region. 
5. Locate Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-exonerates-self-in-whitepaper-on-covid-19-says-virus-
first-noticed-on-dec-27/article31771194.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Democrats unveil police reform bill 
Context: Top US congressional Democrats have unveiled a bill- the Justice in Policing Act- to overhaul police 
practices as Americans gather daily to protest excessive use of force and systemic racism.  
The legislation would make sweeping changes designed both to deter police use of force and hold officers 
more accountable for abuses.  
The legislation now needs support from Republicans. 
 
Background: 
This comes two weeks after the death of George Floyd, the black, unarmed man who died after a Minneapolis 
police officer knelt on his neck for nearly nine minutes. 
The incident sparked nationwide furor over sustained brutality against black Americans. 
 
The bill proposes to: 

1. wŜŦƻǊƳ άǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
violated to recover damages  

2. Change the federal standard of criminal ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ άǿƛƭƭŦǳƭέ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ άƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘΣέ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ  

3. Start a federal registry of police misconduct and require states to report use of force to the U.S. Justice 
Department  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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4. Ban police use of chokeholds and carotid holds, and condition funding for state and local departments 
on barring the practices  

5. {ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άƴƻ-ƪƴƻŎƪέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŘǊǳƎ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
money contingent on stopping use of the warrants 

6. DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǳōǇƻŜƴŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ άǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
police department conduct 

7. Provide state attorneys general with grants to carry out pattern and practice probes and create a 
process for independent investigations into uses of force  

8. Require training on racial bias and implicit bias at the federal level, and condition state and local 
funding on offering training 

9. Curb transfers of military-grade weapons to state and local police 
10. Classify lynching as a federal hate crime 

 

 
Racism in the USA: 
Despite the civil war over slavery, and the civil rights movement for dignity and equality, systemic 
discrimination and violence against blacks persists. Racism continues unabated. 
 
What is Racism? 
Racism is a systematic ideology, a complex set of beliefs and practices that, on the presumed basis of biology, 
ŘƛǾƛŘŜǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛƎƘŜǊΩ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ΨǘƘŜƳΩΦ 
 
What can it lead to? 
It not only sustains a permanent group hierarchy but deeply stigmatises those designated as inferior. This sense 
of hierarchy provides a motive for say, whites to treat blacks in ways that would be viewed as cruel or unjust 
if applied to members of their own group. For instance, contact with them is often regarded as contaminating, 
polluting. 
It should therefore be avoided or kept to a minimum. 
wŀŎƛǎƳ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎŜǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ For example, being uneducated is seen not as 
socio-economic deprivation but a sign of inherited low IQ; blacks are predatory and are also seen to have an 
innate streak of savagery, which unless kept down by brute force from time to time, might explode and destroy 
civilisation. 
 
Need of the hour: 
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Only a peaceful movement to end institutionalised racism, with both blacks and white participants, quite like 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ CƭƻȅŘΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ Ŏŀƴ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾƛƭΦ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Presidential vs Parliamentary form of Govt. 
2. How the President of USA is elected? 
3. US president vs PM of India- Key differences. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/democrats-unveil-police-reforms-after-george-floyds-
death/article31790188.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 International Religious Freedom (IRF) Report 
Context: The U.S. State Department has released its annual International Religious Freedom (IRF) Report. 
 
What is it? 
The annual Report to Congress on International Religious Freedom, also known as the International Religious 
Freedom Report, describes the status of religious freedom, government policies violating religious belief and 
practices of groups, religious denominations and individuals, and U.S. policies promoting religious freedom. 
The report is a survey of the state of religious freedom across the world. 
 
Observations made on Religious freedom in India: 

1. The report takes note of the change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir, the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC). 

2. It discusses in detail mob lynchings and anti-conversion laws and related issues. 
3. Lawmakers failed: The report notes, Issues of religiously inspired mob violence, lynching and 

communal violence were sometimes denied or ignored by lawmakers. 
4. It details inciŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ άŎƻǿ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴǘƛǎƳέ and other types of mob violence. 
5. The report also takes note of the Babri Masjid decision by the Supreme Court and the challenges to 

the 2018 reversal of a ban on some women entering the Sabarimala temple. 
 
Impact and implications: 
The report outlines the U.S. engagement with India on the issues. 
USCIRF ƘŀŘΣ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
religious freedom to the lowest grade τ Ψ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴ ό/t/ύΩΦ The Secretary of State is not 
obliged to accept the recommendation. 
It ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ άimpose targeted sanctions on Indian government agencies 
and officials responsible ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ōȅ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘκ ƻǊ 
barring their entry into the United States citing specific religious freedom violatioƴǎέΦ 
 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ 
India has ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{/LwCΩǎ άōƛŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎέ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƻǘ ƴŜǿέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ άƛǘǎ ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƭŜǾŜƭǎέΦ 
 
Note: Details on this issue have been covered in detail previously on: 
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/29/uscirf-2020-annual-report/. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is USCIRF? 
2. What are countries of particular concern? 
3. What is CAA? 
4. What is NRC? 
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5. Which state in India has a NRC? 
Mains Link: 
How successful Indian polity has been in maintaining communal harmony in the state? Discuss. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-religious-freedom-report-takes-note-of-caa-nrc-jk-
status/article31798724.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Sikkim- Tibet Convention of 1890 
Context: The skirmishes and the standoff between Indian and Chinese troops at Naku La in Sikkim last month, 
in an area of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has brought back the focus onto the historical Sikkim-Tibet 
Convention of 1890. 
Experts say, as per this convention, Naku la belongs to India. Besides, tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ {ƛƪƪƛƳΩǎ ƳŜǊƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ 
1975, China has officially accepted this demarcation. 
 
What is the 1890 convention? 
The treaty was formalised between Britain and Chinese kingdom.  
It was signed at Calcutta Convention in 1890. Of the eight Articles mentioned in the treaty, Article 1 is of critical 
significance. 
As per Article (1), it was agreed that the boundary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest of the mountain 
range separating the waters flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and its affluents, from the waters flowing into the 
Tibetan Mochu and northwards into other rivers of Tibet. 
The line commences at Mount Gipmochi, on the Bhutan frontier, and follows the above-mentioned water-
parting to the point where it meets Nepal territory. 
However, Tibet refused to recognise the validity of 
Convention of 1890 and further refused to carry into 
effect the provisions of the said Convention. 
In 1904, a treaty known as a Convention between 
Great Britain and Tibet was signed at Lhasa.  
As per the Convention, Tibet agreed to respect the 
Convention of 1890 and to recognise the frontier 
between Sikkim and Tibet, as defined in Article (1) 
of the said Convention. 
On April 27, 1906, a treaty was signed between Great 
Britain and China at Peking, which confirmed the 
Convention of 1904 between Great Britain and 
Tibet. 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
Locate on the map: 

1. Nathu la. 
2. Jelep la. 
3. Doklam. 

Article 1 of the above said convention. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/china-disregarding-historical-commitments-on-naku-
la/article31796935.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 SIPRI report on India China Nuclear weapons 
Context:  
A new yearbook released by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). 
¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪ άassesses the current state of armaments, disarmament and international securityέΦ 
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What is SIPRI? 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) established in 1966 is an independent international 
institute dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms control and disarmament. 
Based in Stockholm the Institute provides data, analysis and recommendations, based on open sources, to 
policymakers, researchers, media and the interested public. 
 
What has it said in its latest report? 
India and its neighbours: 

1. All nations that have nuclear weapons continue to modernise their nuclear arsenals, while India and 
China increased their nuclear warheads in the last one year. 

2. China is in the middle of a significant modernisation of its nuclear arsenal. /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀrsenal had 
gone up from 290 warheads in 2019 to 320 in 2020. 

3. China is developing a so-called nuclear triad for the first time, made up of new land and sea-based 
missiles and nuclear-capable aircraft. 

4. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭ went up from 130-140 in 2019 to 
150 in 2020. 

5. Pakistan, too, is slowly increasing the size and diversity 
of the nuclear forces. It has reached 160 in 2020. 

6. Both China and Pakistan continue to have larger 
nuclear arsenals than India. 

 
Global scenario:  

1. Together the nine nuclear-armed states τ the U.S., 
Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, India, 
Pakistan, Israel and North Korea τ possessed an 
estimated 13,400 nuclear weapons at the start of 2020, 
which marked a decrease from an estimated 13,865 
nuclear weapons at the beginning of 2019. 

2. The decrease in the overall numbers was largely due to 
the dismantlement of old nuclear weapons by Russia 
and the U.S., which together possess over 90% of the global nuclear weapons. 
 

Need of the hour: 
The U.S. and Russia have reduced their nuclear arsenals under the 2010 New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(New START) but it will lapse in February 2021 unless both parties agree to prolong it. 
Therefore, efforts should be made to extend the New START or negotiate a new treaty. 
The deadlock over the New START and the collapse of the 1987 SovietςU.S. Treaty on the Elimination of 
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (INF Treaty) in 2019 suggest that the era of bilateral nuclear 
arms control agreements between Russia and the U.S. might be coming to an end. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is SIPRI? 
2. How many nuclear armed states are there in the world? 
3. 2020 nuclear warhead inventories. 
4. Comparison with previous report findings? 
5. What is the New START treaty? 
6. Which countries have reduced nuclear warheads over the last year? 
7. What is nuclear triad? 

Mains Link: 
Comment on the latest findings of 2020 SIPRI Yearbook. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-expanded-nuclear-stockpile-in-last-one-year-
report/article31833890.ece. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 U.S. Uighur rights Bill 
Context:  
U.S. President Donald Trump has signed legislation calling for sanctions over the repression of China's Uighur 
Muslims. 
 
Details: 

¶ The Bill calls for sanctions against those responsible for repression of Uighurs and other Muslim 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ·ƛƴƧƛŀƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ where the United Nations estimates that more than a million 
Muslims have been detained in camps. 

¶ Lǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ Chen Quanguo, as ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ άƎǊƻǎǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¶ The Bill also calls on U.S. firms operating in Xinjiang region to ensure their products do not include 
parts using forced labour. 

 
Background: 
The United Nations estimates that more than a million Muslims have been detained in camps in the Xinjiang 
region. ¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜΣ ŀōǳǎŜ άŀƴŘ 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜǊŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Who are Uighurs? 
Uighurs are a Muslim minority community ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ Xinjiang province.  
They claim closer ethnic ties to Turkey and other central Asian countries than to China, by brute τ and brutal 
τ force. 
 
Why is China targeting the Uighurs? 
Xinjiang is technically an autonomous region within China τ its largest region, rich in minerals, and sharing 
borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan. 

¶ Over the past few decades, as economic prosperity has come to Xinjiang, it has brought with it in large 
numbers the majority Han Chinese, who have cornered the better jobs, and left the Uighurs feeling 
their livelihoods and identity were under threat. 

¶ This led to sporadic violence, in 2009 culminating in a riot that killed 200 people, mostly Han Chinese, 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ¦ǊǳƳǉƛΦ !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΦ 

¶ Beijing also says Uighur groups want to establish an independent state ŀƴŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƛƎƘǳǊǎΩ 
cultural ties to their neighbours, leaders fear that elements in places like Pakistan may back a separatist 
movement in Xinjiang. 

¶ Therefore, the Chinese policy seems to have been one of treating the entire community as suspect, and 
launching a systematic project to chip away at every marker of a distinct Uighur identity. 

  
InstaThink: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Uighurs? 
2. Where is Xinjiang? 
3. Who are Han Chinese? 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/trump-signs-bill-pressuring-china-over-uighur-muslim-
crackdown/article31857627.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 What is GAFA tax? 
Why in News? 
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The United States has reportedly pulled out of talks aimed at overhauling the global tax system for digital 
giants. 
With this, France has now confirmed an "impasse" on the so-called GAFA tax. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƴƻǿΚ 
France as well as U.K., Spain, Italy and others have imposed taxes on the largest digital firms. 
U.S. officials have slammed the moves as discriminating against American firms, and say any new levies should 
come only as part of a broader overhaul of international tax rules. 

¶ Now, the US withdrawal from talks risks reigniting a transatlantic trade spat. 
 
Background: 
In January, 137 countries agreed to negotiate a deal on how to tax tech multinationals by 2020-end, under 
the auspices of the OECD. 
France, Britain, Italy and Spain have already sent a reply expressing their desire to ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ άŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘŀȄ ŀǘ 
the level of the OECD as quickly as possible. 
 
Additional information: 
What is GAFA tax? 
GAFA taxτnamed after Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazonτis a proposed digital tax to be levied on large 
technology and internet companies. France has decided to introduce the tax (3% tax on revenues from digital 
activities). 
 
The rationale for having separate taxation on digital firms: 

1. Existing tax norms that are framed envisaging brick and mortar business models are not suitable to 
regulate online services. 

2. The technology companies differ from traditional businesses as a result of user participation in creating 
value, which, in turn, translates into revenue. 

3. The often complex corporate structures set up by several companies that derive huge revenues from 
major European economies but allow them slash their tax bills by shifting profits to low-tax 
jurisdictions. (Base Erosion and Profit Sharing issue) 

European countries in particular say the so-called GAFA τ Google, Apple, Facebook and Amazon τ are 
unfairly exploiting tax rules that let them declare profits in low-tax havens, depriving them of a fair share of 
their fiscal payments. 
 
Digital tax in India: 
India has the second-largest online users in the world, with over 560 million internet users, and hence, from 
the viewpoint of its tax revenue base, digital businesses could not be overlooked. However, as is the case in 
other jurisdictions, Indian tax laws were suited for conventional business models such as brick and mortar 
stores and thus in dire need of an overhaul. 
 
Recent Amendments: 
To ensure that value created digitally is appropriately taxed; two significant amendments were introduced in 
Indian taxation laws in the recent past ς 

1. ¢ƘŜ ά9ǉǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ [ŜǾȅέ ς 
A tax aimed at foreign digital companies has been in place since 2016 and levied a 6% tax payable on gross 
revenues from online advertising services, which raked over Rs. 550 crores in fiscal year 2017-2018. 

¶ The new amendment, effective from April 1, 2020, essentially expands the equalization levy from 
online advertising to nearly all online commerce activities done in India by businesses that do not have 
taxable presence in India through applicability of 2% on its revenues. 

¶ Specifically, it is levied on consideration receivable by the e-commerce operator for supply or services 
or facilitation of supply or service to ς Person resident in India, Non-resident under specified 
circumstances such as through sale of data collected from a person resident in India, and Person who 
buys goods or services through an IP address located in India. 

 
2. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ά{ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜέ ό{9tύΥ 
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Introduced for the purposes of corporate income tax, which expanded to include the following: 

¶ Advertisement which targets a customer residing in India or who accesses advertisement through 
internet protocol (IP) address located in India. 

¶ Sale of data collected from a person residing in India or who uses an IP address located in India. 

¶ Sale of goods/services using data collected from a person residing in India or who uses IP address 
located in India. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. OECD- objectives, members and eligibility. 
2. What is GAFA tax? 
3. Which European countries have imposed tax on large digital firms? 
4. What is the equalisation levy? 
5. Applicability of this levy in India. 
6. Applicability of the ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ά{ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜέ ό{9tύ. 

Mains Link: 
What is GAFA tax? Which countries have imposed it? Discuss its significance. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/france-slams-provocation-as-us-halts-digital-tax-
talks/article31863363.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Madhesis oppose new Nepal rule 
Why in News? 
Nepali opposition party leaders have opposed the planned changes in the existing citizenship rules that will 
most notŀōƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ the Madhes region where cross-border kinship 
with India is common. 
However, the government defends its move by citing India's citizenship rules to justify the amendments the 
Nepalese govt has brought. 
 
Proposed changes: 

¶ The Bill seeks to amend ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ !Ŏǘ that would require a foreign woman married to 
a Nepali national to wait seven years for naturalised citizenship. 

¶ It includes seven rights that a foreign woman married to a Nepali national can exercise till she 
acquires citizenship certificates. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ Lack of a citizenship certificate will not bar them from running any businesses and earn, use and sell 
any fixed and movable assets, make profits through businesses and get involved in transaction of 
property of any kind. 

 
Who are Madheshi? Why they are concerned about these 
changes? 

¶ The Madheshi are residents of Terai region in the 
south of Nepal at the foothill of the Himalayas on 
the border with India in Bihar. 

¶ The Madhesis have castes and ethnicity similar to 
Bihar and eastern UP, with frequent inter-
marriages between families on either side of the 
border. 

¶ They believe these changes will introduce 
uncertainty and tension in the society and families. 

¶ Critics have termed the changes as racially 
motivated. 

 
Changing ties between India and Nepal: 
The move to amend the citizenship act comes days after 
the Nepal government completed the process of redrawing 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
amendment, incorporating three strategically important 
Indian areas, a move that could severely jolt relations with 
New Delhi. 
These include- Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who are Madheshi people? 
2. Where is Terai region in India? 
3. Overview of of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ !ŎǘΦ 
4. bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ !ŎǘΦ 
5. Himalayan ranges in and around Nepal. 
6. Locate Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh on map. 

Mains Link: 
Who are Madheshis? Why they are concerned about the changes ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŀǿΚ 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/madhesis-opposes-new-nepal-rule/article31883935.ece#. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Japan to rename islands disputed with China 
Context: 
A local council- assembly of Ishigaki city- in southern Japan has voted to rename an area, including islands 
ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΣ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΚ 
It has approved a plan to change the name of the area covering the Tokyo-controlled Senkaku Islands τ 
known by Taiwan and China as the Diaoyus τ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƻƴƻǎƘƛǊƻέ ǘƻ ά¢ƻƴƻǎƘƛǊƻ {ŜƴƪŀƪǳέΦ 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƴƻǿΚ 
The uninhabited islands are at the centre of a festering row 
between Tokyo and Beijing. 
Besides, Taiwan says the islands are part of its territory, 
and also protested the move. 
 
About Senkaku Islands: 
The Senkaku Islands are located in the East China Sea 
between Japan, the People's Republic of China, and the 
Republic of China (Taiwan). The archipelago contains five 
uninhabited islands and three barren rocks, ranging in size 
from 800 m2 to 4.32 km2. 
 
What are the grounds for Japan's territorial sovereignty 
over the Senkaku Islands? 
The Senkaku Islands were not included in the territory which Japan renounced under Article 2 of the San 
Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951 that legally defined the territory of Japan after World War II. 
Under Article 3 of the treaty, the islands were placed under the administration of the United States as part of 
the Nansei Shoto Islands. The Senkaku Islands are included in the areas whose administrative rights were 
reverted to Japan in accordance with the Agreement between Japan and the United States of America 
Concerning the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands that entered into force in 1972. 
 
What is China's claim? 
China says that the islands have been part of its territory since ancient times, serving as important fishing 
grounds administered by the province of Taiwan.  
Taiwan was ceded to Japan in the Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895, after the Sino-Japanese war.  
When Taiwan was returned in the Treaty of San Francisco, China says the islands should have been returned 
too. 
 
What next? 
The Senkaku/Diaoyu issue highlights the more robust attitude China has been taking to its territorial claims in 
both the East China Sea, the South China Sea and also on the Indian side. 
 
Other border disputes of China: 
It has island and maritime border disputes with Taiwan, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Vietnam in 
the South China Sea and its extension. 
The disputes include islands, reefs, banks and other features in the South China Sea including Spratly Islands 
(with Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan), Paracel Islands (Vietnam), Scarborough Shoal 
(Philippines), and Gulf of Tonkin (Vietnam). 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. South China Sea dispute- ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ 
2. Where are Senkaku Islands? 
3. What is the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951? 
4. China- Taiwan relations. 

Mains Link: 
Iƻǿ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΚ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΦ 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Trump suspends H-1B visas till year-end 
Context: 
USA has decided to extend the 60-day ban on immigrant and non-immigrant worker visas till the end of 2020. 
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The ban is effective immediately so the processing of all new H-1B, H-2B, J and L visa categories stands 
suspended. 

¶ H-1B, H-2B, J and L visa holders, and their spouses or children already present in the US shall not be 
impacted by the new worker visa ban. 

 
What are H-1B, H-2B, L and other work visas? 
In order to fill a vacuum of highly-skilled low-cost employees in IT and other related domains, the US 
administration issues a certain number of visas each year which allows companies from outside the US to send 
employees to work on client sites. 

1. H-1B: Person is Specialty Occupation: To work in a specialty occupation. Requires a higher education 
degree of its equivalent. 

2. L1 visas allows companies to transfer highly skilled workers to US for a period of up to seven years. 
3. H-2B visas allow food and agricultural workers to seek employment in the US. 
4. J-1 Visas: It is for students on work-study summer programmes. 

 
Why this order was issued? 
To protect American jobs during the ongoing pandemic. The entry of additional workers through the H-1B, H-
2B, J, and L non-immigrant visa programmes presents a significant threat to employment opportunities for 
domestic workers by undercutting their jobs. 
 
How does it impact Indian IT companies? 
Indian IT companies are amongst the biggest beneficiaries of the US H-1B visa regime, and have since the 
мффлǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ǿƛǎŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¶ Indians had applied for as many as 1.84 lakh or 67 per cent of the total H-1B work visas for the current 
financial year ending March 2021. 

The executive order has also made sweeping changes to the H-1B work visa norms, which will no longer be 
decided by the currently prevalent lottery system. 

¶ The new norms will now favour highly-skilled workers who are paid the highest wages by their 
respective companies. 

¶ This could result in a significant impact on margins and worker wages of Indian IT companies which 
send thousands of low-cost employees to work on client sites in the US. 

 
Criticisms and concerns: 
This order has been criticised by the tech industry as well as politicians on both sides of the aisle as damaging 
to the U.S. economy. 

¶ Critics say, this order has the potential to do permanent damage to the USA's reputation of attracting 
the best and the brightest. 

¶ The ban on issuing visas will harm employers, families, universities, hospitals, communities and delay 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ 

¶ Without highly skilled immigrants, the industry will slow down and the economy will worsen affecting 
the timeline for a treatment and cure of Covid-19 as well. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 U.N.-75 declaration delayed 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Commemorative declaration marking the 75th anniversary of the signing of the U.N. Charter has been 
delayed. 
 
Why? 
Member states could not reach an agreement on phraseology. They have objected to the use of a phrase 
άǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ. 
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Because, the phrase, άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘέ is closely associated with the Chinese 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ό/t/ύ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ·ƛ WƛƴǇƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
the world. 
 
Who is opposing? 
The Five Eyes τ the U.S., the U.K., Australia, New Zealand and Canada τ along with India, have objected. 
TƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛƳǇŀǎǎŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΣ 
Australia and the U.S., are strained. 
 
Silence process: 
With this objection, tƘŜ ΨǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ όŀ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƛŦ ƴƻ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
raised within a stipulated time) has been broken. 
However, China, on behalf of itself and Russia, Syria and Pakistan raised objections to the silence being 
broken. 
 
What the countries demand? 
¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ 
coordination and global governance for the common good of present and future generations and to realize our 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŀƳōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦b /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΦέ 
 
75th anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter: 
The Charter was signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 and came into force on October 24, 1945. 
It is the foundational treaty of the United Nations. 
Objectives: Conceived above all as a means to save future generations from the scourge of war, the Charter 
calls for the organization to maintain international peace and security; promote social progress and better 
standards of life; strengthen international law; and promote human rights. 
As a charter, it is a constituent treaty, and all members are bound by its articles. Article 103 of the Charter 
states that obligations to the United Nations prevail over all other treaty obligations. 
 
What is Five Eyes? 
It is an intelligence alliance comprising Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. These countries are parties to the multilateral UKUSA Agreement, a treaty for joint cooperation in 
signals intelligence. 
Origins: It began in 1946 when the United States and the United Kingdom agreed to an open exchange of 
intelligence on the communications of foreign nations. It was expanded when Canada joined the alliance in 
1948, followed by Australia and New Zealand in 1956. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Highlights of the UN Charter. 
2. When it came into force? 
3. Various UN organs. 
4. Meaning of Silence process. 
5. Five eyes. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-75-declaration-delayed/article31927129.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 ASEAN states warn of S. China Sea tensions 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
China has been pushing its presence in the Exclusive Economic Zones of other countries while claimants are 
preoccupied tackling the COVID-19 pandemic, prompting the United States to call on China to stop its άōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊέ there. 
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¶ In April, Beijing unilaterally declared the creation of new administrative districts on islands in the 
troubled waterways to which Vietnam and the Philippines also have competing claims. 

¶ In early April, Vietnam said one of its fishing boats was sunk by a Chinese maritime surveillance vessel. 

¶ In January, Chinese boat trespassed into Indonesia's exclusive economic zone off the coast of the 
northern islands of Natuna. 

Because of these incidents, Vietnam and the Philippines 
have warned of growing insecurity in Southeast Asia. 
Besides, the oft mentioned Nine-Dash line that China uses 
as a basis for its claims in the waters is once again at odds 
ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƭŀŎƪǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
legal basis. 
 
Main Concern now: 
One of the fundamental principles of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been to resolve 
regional disputes by peaceful means. But over the years, 
the position of ASEAN on the South China Sea disputes has 
weakened its image internationally and failing to resolve 
this issue would lead to questions being raised about its 
credibility as an effective regional organization. 
 
About the dispute: 
It is a dispute over territory and sovereignty over ocean 
areas, and the Paracels and the Spratlys ς two island 
chains claimed in whole or in part by a number of 
countries. 
Alongside the fully fledged islands, there are dozens of 
rocky outcrops, atolls, sandbanks and reefs, such as the 
Scarborough Shoal. 
 
Who Claims What? 

1. China: 
claims by far the largest portion of territory ς ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƴƛƴŜ-ŘŀǎƘ ƭƛƴŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ 
of miles south and east from its most southerly province of Hainan. 
 

2. Vietnam: 
Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ sovereignty over the islands before 
the 1940s. Vietnam says it has actively ruled over both the Paracels and the Spratlys since the 17th Century ς 
and has the documents to prove it. 
 

3. Philippines: 
both the Philippines and China lay claim to the Scarborough Shoal (known as Huangyan Island in China) ς a little 
more than 100 miles (160km) from the Philippines and 500 miles from China. 
 

4. Malaysia and Brunei: 
They lay claim to territory in the South China Sea that they say falls within their economic exclusion zones, as 
defined by UNCLOS ς the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Brunei does not claim any of the 
disputed islands, but Malaysia claims a smallnumber of islands in the Spratlys 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Countries involved in the dispute. 
2. What is nine dash line? 
3. Disputed islands and their locations? 
4. Important straits, passes and seas in the region. 
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5. What is UNCLOS? 
6. Locate Taiwan strait and Luzon Strait. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on South China Sea dispute. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/asean-states-warn-of-s-china-sea-
tensions/article31927032.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 In 24 hours, Palestine faces an existential threat 
Context: 
On June 24, the UN Secretary General António Guterres told a virtual meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council that the Israeli-tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ŀ άǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέΦ 

¶ The Israeli plans to annex parts of the West Bank have alarmed the Palestinians, many Israelis and the 
international community. 

Such annexation would be άŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿέΦ 
 
What needs to be done now? 
He called upon the Israeli government to abandon its annexation plans and asked the Middle East Quartet (the 
United States, Russia, the European Union and the UN) to resume its mandated mediatory role. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
¢ƘŜ ¦b {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ŀƭŀǊƳ Ƙŀs been sounded in the context of the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
bŜǘŀƴȅŀƘǳΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴ to annex on July 1 around 30% of the Occupied West Bank. 
This will include annexation of all the existing (post-1967) settlements in addition to areas surrounding them 
and access roads.  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ !ƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿΚ ²Ƙȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΚ 
Under international law, annexation is forcible acquisition of territory by one state at the expense of another 
state. 
Such an act even if sanctified by Israeli law is illegal under 
international law and would violate the universally 
acknowledged ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŀŘƳƛǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜέΦ 

¶ This is the accepted position of all international 
legal bodies including the International Court of 
Justice. 

¶ Even, the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (UN Human Rights) has described 
the annexation of occupied territory as a serious 
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and 
the Geneva Conventions. 

¶ It is also contrary to the fundamental rule affirmed many times by the UN Security Council and the 
General Assembly that acquisition of territory war or by force is inadmissible. 

 
Where is West Bank? 
It is a landlocked territory  near the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia, bordered by Jordan to the east and 
by the Green Line separating it and Israel on the south, west and north. The West Bank also contains a 
significant section of the western Dead Sea shore. 
 
What are the disputed settlements here?  Who lives there? 

1. The West Bank was captured by Jordan after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 
2. Israel snatched it back during the Six Day War of 1967, and has occupied it ever since. 
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3. It has built some 130 formal settlements in the West Bank, and a similar number of smaller, informal 
settlements have mushroomed over the last 20-25 years. 

4. Over 4 lakh Israeli settlers τ many of them religious Zionists who claim a Biblical birthright over this 
land τ now live here, along with some 26 lakh Palestinians. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Overview of the proposed West Asia Peace plan? 
2. What is Six Day war? 
3. About the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
4. Middle East quartet. 

Locate the following on map: 
1. Goals Heights. 
2. West Bank. 
3. Jerusalem. 
4. Dead Sea. 

 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-24-hours-palestine-faces-an-existential-
threat/article31948506.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.  

 Group of Seven (G-7) club 
Context: Calling the existing Group of Seven (G-7) club ŀ άǾŜǊȅ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΣ US President 
Donald Trump has said that he wanted to include India, Russia, South Korea, and Australia in the group. 
 
What is G7? 
The G7, originally G8, ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ мфтр ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
leading industrial nations. 
The summit gathers leaders from the European Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. 
 
How did G7 become G8? 

¶ Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 1998, which led G7 to become G8. 

¶ However, Russian President Vladimir tǳǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
Ukraine and conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the other G8 nations. 

¶ The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a consequence of its actions 
and the group became G7 again in 2014. 

 
How the G-7 summit works? 
The G-7 nations meet at annual summits that are presided over by leaders of member countries on a 
rotational basis. 
The summit is an informal gathering that lasts two days, in which leaders of member countries discuss a wide 
range of global issues. 
The groundwork for the summit, including matters to be discussed and follow-up meetings, is done by the 
άsherpasέΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇŜrsonal representatives or members of diplomatic staff such as ambassadors. 
 
Significance: 
G7 is capable of setting the global agenda because decisions taken by these major economic powers have a real 
impact. Thus, decisions taken at the G7 are not legally binding, but exert strong political influence. 
 
What criticisms have been made of the G7? 
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1. G7 gatherings tend to attract thousands of protesters. Many protesters claim the G7 ς which has no 
representative from any African, Russian or Middle Eastern nation ς is completely outdated. 

2. Protest groups also use the worldwide platform as a stage to lobby and campaign on issues that are 
important to them. 

3. Dт ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ƎŀǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŀǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŀǾŜ-ƴƻǘǎΩ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ 
well as across the globe, according to a new report published by non-profit Oxfam International. As a 
result, they are making the fight against alleviating poverty more difficult, claimed the report. 

 
How can it be made more effective? 

1. Work towards implementing tax models for the rich individuals and corporations to pay their fair share 
of tax. 

2. Consider how new and existing wealth taxes could be used as a tool to fight poverty and inequality. 
3. Invest in healthcare and education and provide aid to developing countries. 
4. Work towards limiting greenhouse gas emissions down to zero well before mid-century. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. G7 vs G8 vs G20. 
2. Geographical location of member countries. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the relevance of G7 countries today. What are the reforms necessary to make the grouping more 
effective? 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-whats-the-g7-group-trump-says-wants-to-include-
india-6436248/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 India is all set to be UNSC's non-permanent member 
Context: India is all set to become a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council for the 
eighth time. 
 
Background: 
Elections will be held on June 17 by the UN General Assembly to elect five of the ten nonpermanent members. 
India is the single candidate in the Asia-Pacific group and would return to the council after a decade starting 
January 2021. 
 
How are non- permanent members elected? 
Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members out of a total of 10, for a two-year 
term. 
Distribution of seats: These 10 seats are distributed among the regions thus: five for African and Asian 
countries; one for Eastern European countries; two for Latin American and Caribbean countries; two for 
Western European and other countries. 
Of the five seats for Africa and Asia, three are for Africa and two for Asia; there is an informal understanding 
between the two groups to reserve one for an Arab country. The Africa and Asia Pacific group takes turns every 
two years to put up an Arab candidate. 
 
Elections: 
Elections for terms beginning in even-numbered years select two African members, and one each within 
Eastern Europe, Asia-Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Terms beginning in odd-numbered 
years consist of two Western European and Other members, and one each from Asia-Pacific, Africa, and Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 
 
Votes: 
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Irrespective ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ άŎƭŜŀƴ ǎƭŀǘŜέ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ it needs to 
secure the votes of two-thirds of the members present and voting at the General Assembly session (a minimum 
of 129 votes if all 193 member states participate). 
When contested, the elections for non-permanent seats can be fraught and can go on for several rounds, In 
1975, there was a contest between India and Pakistan, which went to eight rounds. Pakistan won the seat that 
year. In 1996, India lost a contest to Japan. 
 
About UNSC: 
What is it? 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the organs of the United Nations and is charged with the 
maintenance of international peace and security. 
Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of international sanctions, 
and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN body with the 
authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. 
Permanent Members: The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France, 
China, and the United StatesτǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ five permanent members. These permanent members can 
veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including those on the admission of new member states or 
candidates for Secretary-General. 
 
Proposed reforms: 
Reform of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) encompasses five key issues: 

1. categories of membership. 
2. the question of the veto held by the five permanent members. 
3. regional representation. 
4. the size of an enlarged Council and its working methods. 
5. the Security Council-General Assembly relationship. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Name the permanent members of UNSC? 
2. How are non-permanent members elected? 
3. Voting powers at UNSC. 
4. How are non-permanent seats distributed? 
5. UNGA vs UNSC. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss why India should be given a permanent seat at the UNSC. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 International Criminal Court (ICC) 
Context: U.S. President Donald Trump has issued an executive order authorising sanctions against individuals 
involved in an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation into whether U.S. forces committed war crimes 
in Afghanistan. 

¶ The order authorises Secretary of State to block assets in the U.S. of ICC employees involved in the 
probe 

¶ It also authorises to block entry into the U.S. of these individuals. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΚ 
ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda wants to investigate possible crimes committed between 2003 and 2014, 
including alleged mass killings of civilians by the Taliban, as well as the alleged torture of prisoners by Afghan 
authorities and, to a lesser extent, by U.S. forces and the CIA. 
The ICC decided to ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊǎΩ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмт ŦƻǳƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ 
to believe war crimes were committed in Afghanistan and that the ICC has jurisdiction. 
 
Why the US is opposing? 
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Mr. Trump has repeatedly attacked The Hague-based ICC set-up to prosecute war crimes, genocide and crimes 
against humanity. He says, the Court has jurisdiction only if a member state is unable or unwilling to prosecute 
atrocities itself. 
Besides, the U.S. government has never been a member of the court. 
 
About ICC: 

 
The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for prosecution of 
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 
It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end impunity for the 
perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community. 
Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002. 
Funding: !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōȅ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 
contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals, corporations and other entities. 
 
Composition and voting power: 
¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅΣ the Assembly of States Parties, consists of one 
representative from each state party. 

¶ Each state party has one vote ŀƴŘ άŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎΦ If 
consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote. 

¶ The Assembly is presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by the 
members to three-year terms. 

 
Criticisms: 

¶ It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states for their cooperation. 

¶ Critics of the Court argue that there are insufficient checks and balances on the authority of the ICC 
prosecutor and judges and insufficient protection against politicized prosecutions or other abuses. 

¶ The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, only punishing leaders 
from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and more powerful states. 

¶ ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for several reasons. It 
means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from taking on hard cases 
and loses legitimacy. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
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1. Differences between ICJ and ICC. 
2. Geographical locations of these organisations and overview of surrounding countries. 
3. Doha accord between US and Taliban. 
4. What is Rome statute? 
5. Location of Afghanistan. 
6. US taliban peace deal- overview. 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on ICC. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/donald-trump-targets-icc-with-sanctions-over-afghanistan-
war-crimes-case/article31807047.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 L!9! ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƴ-programme 
The Context: 
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴέ ŀōƻǳǘ LǊŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
cooperate with its probe into undeclared nuclear material in the country. 
 
Observations made by IAEA: 

1. Iran had failed to give its inspectors access to two sites the agency wanted to visit. 
2. LǊŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀrly 2000s 

and what had happened to it since. 
3. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-fuel stockpile, far above the levels permitted under the 2015 pact. 
4. Iran has reduced its compliance with the nuclear deal in response to sweeping U.S. sanctions. 

 
What next? 
LŦ LǊŀƴ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ L!9!Ωǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ the U.N. Security Council, which has 
previously imposed sanctions on Iran. 
However, permanent members of the security council Russia and China have publicly played down the 
signifƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
Why this oversight is necessary? 
The suspected work on a uranium metal disk, which could be used as a nuclear weapon component, and on 
neutronsτwhich are used to trigger a nuclear implosionτpoint to Iranian work on a neutron initiator for a 
nuclear weapons test or nuclear weapons device. 
LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ǳǊŀƴƛǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊown by around 50% since February to 1,572 kilograms. That puts 
LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǳŜƭ ŦŀǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ нлнΦу ƪƛƭƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмр ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘΦ 
With 1,000 kilograms of low-enriched uranium, Iran would likely have enough material to fuel a single bomb 
once the material is further enriched, a process some experts believe could take as little as three months. 
 
Can Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) be reinstated? 
It is clear that the 2015 JCPOA nuclear deal cannot simply be reinstated. 
Not only has Iran been in breach of key JCPOA commitments from day one of the agreement, it has now made 
significant progress toward nuclear bomb capabilities over the last two years since openly violating the 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǘǊictions. 
A simple return to the JCPOA, with its sunset clauses beginning to lift  almost all restrictions on enrichment a 
bare three years from now, would all but guarantee full Iranian military nuclear capability in a very 
short period of time.  
 
What was the iran nuclear deal? 
Iran agreed to rein in its nuclear programme in a 2015 deal struck with the US, UK, Russia, China, France and 
Germany. 
Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) Tehran agreed to significantly cut its stores of 
centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy-water, all key components for nuclear weapons. 
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The JCPOA established the Joint Commission, with the negotiating parties all represented, to monitor 
implementation of the agreement. 
 
Why has US pulled out of the deal now? 
Trump and opponents to the deal say it is flawed because it gives Iran access to billions of dollars but does not 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ LǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎΣ like Hamas and Hezbollah. They note it also 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎǳǊō LǊŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻf ballistic missiles and that the deal phases out by 2030. They say Iran has 
lied about its nuclear program in the past. 
 
About IAEA: 
Set up as ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ά!ǘƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 1957 within the United Nations family. 
Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 
  
Functions: 

1. Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and 
peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

2. Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons. 

  
Board of Governors: 

¶ 22 member states (must represent a stipulated geographic diversity) τ elected by the General 
Conference (11 members every year) ς 2 year term. 

¶ At least 10 member states τ nominated by the outgoing Board. 

¶ Board members each receive one vote. 

¶ Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget. 

¶ Responsible for publishing IAEA standards. 

¶ Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA. 

¶ Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval. 
 
Programs: 

1. Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). 
2. Human Health Program. 
3. Water Availability Enhancement Project. 
4. International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is JCPOA? Signatories. 
2. Iran and its neighbours. 
3. What is IAEA? Relation with the UN. 
4. Members of IAEA. 
5. Programs of IAEA. 
6. Board of Governors- composition, voting and functions. 
7. What is Uranium Enrichment? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on JCPOA. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iaea-begins-meet-over-irans-n-
programme/article31836260.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
  

 Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID) 
Why in News? 
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China has released genome sequencing data for the coronavirus responsible for a recent outbreak in Beijing. It 
has shared this data with WHO and GISAID. 
 
What the data suggest? 

1. At least one of ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ 
shown similarities to a strain found in Europe. 

2. Local confirmed infections had been recorded for five consecutive days in two areas, apparently 
referencing Beijing and the neighbouring province of Hebei. 

 
Background: 
Beijing has seen 183 confirmed cases since the outbreak last week at the Xinfadi market and the situation for 
prevention remains very grave. 
 
What is genomic sequencing? 
Genomic sequencing is a technique that allows us to read and interpret genetic information found within DNA 
or RNA. 
 
Why is it important to understand the genomic sequence of COVID-19? 
The SARS-CoV2 genome, as it is formally known, has about 30,000 base pairs, somewhat like a long string with 
30,000 places where each one of these occupy one of four chemicals called nucleotides. 

¶ This long string, with its unique combination of nucleotides, is what uniquely identifies the virus and is 
called its genomic sequence. 

¶ A look at virus genome sequences from patient samples that test positive for COVID-19 helps 
researchers to understand how the virus is evolving as it spreads. So far, there are over 1,000 COVID-19 
genomes that have been published worldwide. 

 
Therefore, sequencing is necessary because: 

1. It helps track the transmission route of the virus globally. 
2. It can determine how quickly the virus is adapting as it spreads. 
3. It identifies targets to therapies. 
4. It is required to understand the role of co-infection. 

 
What is GISAID? 
The GISAID platform was launched on the occasion of the Sixty-first World Health Assembly in May 2008. 
GISAID is a global science initiative and primary source for genomic data of influenza viruses and and the novel 
coronavirus responsible for COVID-19. 

¶ In 2010 the Federal Republic of Germany became the official host of the GISAID platform ŀƴŘ 9ǇƛCƭǳϰ 
database providing sustainability of the platform and stability through its public-private-partnership 
with the GISAID Initiative to this day. 

¶ In 2013 the European Commission recognized GISAID as a research organization and partner in the 
PREDEMICS consortium, a project on the Preparedness, Prediction and the Prevention of Emerging 
Zoonotic Viruses with Pandemic Potential using multidisciplinary approaches. 

 
Key role: 
The Initiative ensures that open access to data in GISAID is provided free-of-charge to all individuals that 
agreed to identify themselves and agreed to uphold the GISAID sharing mechanism governed through its 
Database Access Agreement. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Genome Sequencing? 
2. How it works? 
3. RNA vs DNA. 
4. Who administers GISAID. 

Mains Link: 
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What is genome sequencing? How it helps prevent the spread of COVID 19? 
Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-china-publishes-gene-sequences-from-
latest-spike/article31869387.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of 
Terrorism (EAG) 

Context: 
India attended the virtual 32nd special Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of 
Terrorism (EAG) plenary meeting, under the aegis of the Financial Action Task Force. 
 
What is EAG? 
The EAG is a regional body comprising nine countries: India, Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Belarus. 
Established in 2004, it is an associate member of the FATF. 

¶ The founding conference was held in Moscow on October 6, 2004 and was attended by six founding 
countries: Belarus, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan. 

¶ In 2005 and 2010 the group was expanded to include Uzbekistan (2005), Turkmenistan (2010) 
and India (2010). 

¶ The Agreement on the Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism 
was signed in Moscow in June 2011, granting the EAG the status of a regional intergovernmental 
organization. 

 
The main tasks of the EAG: 

1. Assisting member-states in implementing the 40 FATF anti-money laundering Recommendations and 
the 9 Special FATF Recommendations on combating terrorist financing (FATF 40+9 Recommendations). 

2. Developing and conducting joint activities aimed at combating money laundering and terrorist 
financing. 

3. Implementing a program of mutual evaluations of member-states based on the FATF 40+9 
Recommendations, including assessment of the effectiveness of legislative and other measures 
adopted in the sphere of AML/CFT efforts. 

4. Coordinating international cooperation and technical assistance programs with specialized 
international organizations, bodies, and interested states. 

5. Analyzing money laundering and terrorist financing trends (typologies) and exchanging best practices 
of combating such crimes taking into account regional specifics. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is EAG? 
2. When was it established and who are its founding members? 
3. What is FATF? 
4. Black vs Grey list? 
5. Members of EAG vs FATF. 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fatf-indian-officials-attend-virtual-eag-plenary-
meet/article31871464.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 China to join UN arms trade treaty 
Context: 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ the global treaty to regulate 
conventional arms sales at a time when the country has been cornered over its handling of pandemic and 
ŎǳǊōƛƴƎ ƻŦ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΦ  
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This comes after US President Donald Trump announced plans last year to pull the United States out of the 
agreement -- which entered into force in 2014.  
 
What does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to do? 
It has the ambitious aim of responding to international concern that the $70 billion a year trade in conventional 
weapons leaves a trail of atrocities in its wake. 
The treaty calls for the international sale of weapons to be linked to the human rights records of buyers. 
It requires countries to establish regulations for selling conventional weapons. 

¶ It calls for potential arms deals to be evaluated in order to determine whether they might enable 
buyers to carry out genocide, crimes against humanity, or war crimes. 

¶ The treaty also seeks to prevent conventional military weapons from falling into the hands of 
terrorists or organized criminal groups, and to stop deals that would violate UN arms embargos. 

 
What types of conventional weapons deals does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to regulate? 
Conventional weapons covered by the UN Arms Trade Treaty include tanks and other armored combat 
vehicles, artillery, attack helicopters, naval warships, missiles and missile launchers, and small arms. 
It also establishes common international standards for the regulation of the international trade in 
ammunition, weapons parts, and arms components. 
The treaty does not regulate the domestic sale or use of weapons in any country. It also recognizes the 
legitimacy of the arms trade to enable states to provide for their own security. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΚ 
2. When it came into force? 
3. How many signatories? 
4. Has India joined the treaty? 
5. Who countries have pulled away from the treaty? 

Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Pakistan to remain on FATF grey list 
Context: 
Pakistan is likely to remain on the grey list of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) for failing to comply with 
ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŀƭƛǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
At an FATF meeting in February, LǎƭŀƳŀōŀŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀƭƭ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΩ ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
prosecute and penalise terrorist financing by June, the watchdog would take action. 
At the Paris plenary too, ǘƘŜ C!¢C ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛǘǎ нт-
point action plan in line with the agreed timelines ς which ended in September 2019. 
 
Implications: 

¶ ²ƛǘƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜȅ [ƛǎǘΩΣ it will be difficult for the country to get financial aid 
from the IMF, the World Bank, the ADB and the European Union. 

¶ This will further enhance problems for the nation which is in a precarious economic situation. 

¶ Also, there is every possibility that the global body may put the country in ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ [ƛǎǘΩΦ 
 
About FATF: 
It is an inter- governmental body established in 1989 on the initiative of the G7. 
Its Secretariat is located at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) headquarters in Paris. 
Member Countries: There are 39 member of FATF, representing most financial centres around the world. This 
includes 2 regional organisations- GCC and EC. The FATF Plenary is the decision making body of the FATF. It 
meets three times per year. 
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What is blacklist and grey list? 
Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 
countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, 
adding or deleting entries. 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put 
in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. G7 vs G8 vs G20. 
2. Black vs Grey list. 
3. !ǊŜ C!¢CΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΚ 
4. Who heads the FATF? 
5. Where is its secretariat? 

Mains Link: 
What is the mandate and objectives of Financial Action Task Force? Discuss its importance for India ς Pakistan 
relations. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistan-to-remain-on-greylist-of-terror-financing-watchdog-
fatf/article31908685.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment.  

 ²Ƙȅ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŀǘƛƴƎΚ 
Context: aƻƻŘȅΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όάaƻƻŘȅΩǎέύ has downgraded ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ-currency 
and local-currency long-term issuer ratings to ά.ŀŀоέ ŦǊƻƳ ά.ŀŀнέΦ It stated that the outlook remained 
άnegativeέΦ 
 
Implications: 
The latest downgrade reduces India to the lowest investment grade of ratings and brings aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ 
the country in line with the other two main rating agencies in the world τ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ϧ tƻƻǊΩǎ ό{ϧtύ ŀƴŘ CƛǘŎƘΦ 
A rating downgrade means that bonds issued by the Indian governmentǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ άǊƛǎƪƛŜǊέ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜŀƪŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ōŀŎƪΦ 
²ƘŜƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜŘΣ it becomes costlier for the Indian government as well as all 
Indian companies to raise funds because now the world sees such debt as a riskier proposition. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ: 

1. Weak implementation of economic reforms since 2017. 
2. Relatively low economic growth over a sustained period. 
3. A significant deterioration in the fiscal position of governments (central and state). 
4. !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ dominant, mutually-
reinforcing, downside risks from deeper stresses in the 
economy and financial system that could lead to a more 
severe and prolonged erosion in fiscal strength than 
aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέΦ 
Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ 
challenges to fast economic growth ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǿŜŀƪ 
infrastructure, rigidities in labor, land and product 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǊƛǎƪǎέΦ 
In other words, ŀ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ LƴŘƛŀ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ 
down further. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ Ƨƻōǎ ŀƴŘ 
per capita income? 
aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ real GDP to contract by 4.0% in the 
current financial year. Thereafter it expects a sharp 
recovery in 2021-22. But over the longer term, it states 
άƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǎǘέΦ 
 
KŜȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ aƻƻŘȅΩǎΥ 
aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ά.ŀŀнέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǎǘŀōƭŜέ 
outlook. At that time, it expected that άŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜέ through a gradual but persistent improvement in economic, institutional and fiscal 
strength. 
But those hopes were belied. Since that upgrade in 2017, implementation oŦ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿŜŀƪ 
ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
aƻƻŘȅΩǎΦ 
The low effectiveness of policy and the resulting loss of growth momentum is evidenced in: 
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¶ The ǎƘŀǊǇ ŘŜŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ D5t ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ- provisional estimates for 2019-20 were pegged at 
4.2% τ the lowest annual growth in a decade. 

¶ Worsening government (both Centre and state-level) finances. 

¶ Each year, the central government has failed to meet its fiscal deficit (essentially the total borrowings 
from the market) target. This has led to a steady accretion of total government debt. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Comparison of credit rating scales by various agencies. 
2. What is GDP? 
3. What is a negative outlook? 

Mains Link: 
²Ƙŀǘ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΚ Iƻǿ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚ 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=G6N7FFH3E.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
What is PLFS? 
PLFS is LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ-based survey which gives estimates of key employment and unemployment 
indicators like the labour force participation rate, worker population ratio, proportion unemployed and 
unemployment rate in rural households annually and on a quarterly basis for the urban households. 

¶ The PLFS also gives the distribution of educated and unemployed people, which in turn can be used as 
a basis for skilling of youth to make them more employable by industry. 

¶ The survey was launched in 2017 and the first annual report was released (July 2017-June 2018), 
covering both rural and urban areas, in May 2019. 
 

Definitions: 
Labour Force Participation Rate: It is the percentage of people in the labour force (those who are working or 
seeking or available for work) in the population. 
Worker Population Ratio is the percentage of employed people. 
Unemployment rate shows the percentage of people unemployed among the labour force. 
Unemployed: A person who is unable to get work for even an hour in the last seven days despite seeking 
employment is considered unemployed. 
 
Key findings: 

1. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ unemployment rate fell between July 2018 and June 2019 to 5.8% from 6.1% during the same 
period of 2017-18, even as the labour force participation rate rose to 37.5% from 36.9%. 

2. The worker population ratio also increased, to 35.3% as against 34.7% in the 2017-18. 
3. Urban unemployment rate reduced to 7.7% in 2018-19 from 7.8% and in rural India to 5% from 5.3%.  
4. Female participation rate improved in both urban and rural India during the period under review, 

going up to 18.6% in 2018-19 from 17.5% the year before.  
 
Challenges ahead: 
To retain the falling trend in unemployment rate in 2019-20, which has witnessed a long nationwide lockdown 
between March and June to prevent the spread of Covid-19, resulting in job losses across sectors.  
According to monthly data from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, unemployment rate in India shot 
up significantly from 7.87% in June 2019 to 23.48% in May 2020.  
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 
Please go through data and numbers mentioned in the above article. For eg- unemployment rate in urban 
areas, rural areas, changes etc. 
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Mains Link: 
Critically analyze the state of unemployment and the political discourse around it in India. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-unemployment-rate-saw-a-small-dip-in-2018-19-says-
survey/article31752146.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Shapes of economic recovery 
ContextΥ aƻǎǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΦ 

¶ The difference of opinion is only about the extent of this contraction. 

¶ The range varies between minus 4% to minus 14%. 
Many economists are of the opinion that after hitting rock bottom this year, the economy will start its recovery 
in the next financial year (2021-22). 
 
What should be the ideal shape of the economic recovery for India? 
Given the weakness of the economy going into the Covid crisis as well as the less than adequate fiscal stimulus, 
LƴŘƛŀ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ άŜƭƻƴƎŀǘŜŘ ¦-ǎƘŀǇŜέ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ 
 
Shapes: 
The Z-shaped recovery is the most-optimistic scenario in which 
the economy quickly rises like a phoenix after a crash. It more 
than makes up for lost ground (think revenge-buying after the 
lockdowns are lifted) before settling back to the normal trend-
line, thus forming a Z-shaped chart. 
 
 
In V-shaped recovery the economy quickly recoups lost ground 
and gets back to the normal growth trend-line. 
 
 
 
A U-shaped recovery is a scenario in which the economy, after 
falling, struggles and muddles around a low growth rate for 
some time, before rising gradually to usual levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
A W-shaped recovery is a dangerous creature τ growth falls 
and rises, but falls again before recovering yet again, thus 
forming a W-like chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
The L-shaped recovery is the worst-case scenario, in which 
growth after falling, stagnates at low levels and does not recover 
for a long, long time. 
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The J-shaped recovery is a somewhat unrealistic scenario, in which growth 
rises sharply from the lows much higher than the trend-line and stays there. 
 
 
 
 
Other shapes: 

1. There is also the Swoosh shaped recovery, similar to the Nike logo τ in between the V-shape and the 
U-shape. Here, after falling, growth starts recovering quickly but then, slowed down by obstacles, 
moves gradually back to the trend-line. 

2. There is also the Inverted square root shaped recovery. Financier George Soros, who coined this term 
years ago, explained that while there could a rebound from the bottom, the growth slows and settles a 
step down. 

 
Factors responsible: 
The shape of economic recovery is determined by both the speed and direction of GDP prints. This depends 
on multiple factors including fiscal and monetary measures, consumer incomes and sentiment. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Have a brief overview of various curves mentioned above. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Rising forex reserves and its importance 
ContextΥ !ƳƛŘ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ the $500 billion 
mark soon. 
In the month of May, forex reserves jumped by $12.4 billion to an all-time high of $493.48 billion (around Rs 
37.30 lakh crore) for the week ended May 29. 
 
Important fact for Prelims: 
The level of foreign exchange reserves has steadily increased by 8,400 per cent from $5.8 billion as of March 
1991 to the current level. 
 
What are forex reserves? 
Forex reserves are external assets in the form of gold, SDRs (special drawing rights of the IMF) and foreign 
currency assets (capital inflows to the capital markets, FDI and external commercial borrowings) accumulated 
by India and controlled by the Reserve Bank of India.  
 
Why they are important? 

1. Official foreign exchange reserves are held in support of a range of objectives like supporting and 
maintaining confidence in the policies for monetary and exchange rate management including the 
capacity to intervene in support of the national or union currency. 

2. It will also limit external vulnerability by maintaining foreign currency liquidity to absorb shocks during 
times of crisis or when access to borrowing is curtailed. 

 
Why are forex reserves rising despite the slowdown in the economy? 
Rise in investment in foreign portfolio investors in Indian stocks and foreign direct investments (FDIs).  
Fall in crude oil prices has brought down the oil import bill, saving the precious foreign exchange. 
Overseas remittances and foreign travels have fallen steeply ς down 61 per cent in April from $12.87 billion. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜȄ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΚ 
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The rising forex reserves give a lot of comfort to the government and the Reserve Bank of India in managing 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜrnal financial issues at a time when the economic growth is set to contract by 1.5 per 
cent in 2020-21. 
LǘΩǎ a big cushion in the event of any crisis on the economic front and enough to cover the import bill of the 
country for a year. 
The rising reserves have also helped the rupee to strengthen against the dollar. 
Reserves will provide a level of confidence to markets that a country can meet its external obligations, 
demonstrate the backing of domestic currency by external assets, assist the government in meeting its foreign 
exchange needs and external debt obligations and maintain a reserve for national disasters or emergencies. 
 
²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŜȄ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƪŜǇǘΚ 
The RBI Act, 1934 provides the overarching legal framework for deployment of reserves in different foreign 
currency assets and gold within the broad parameters of currencies, instruments, issuers and counterparties. 
As much as 64 per cent of the foreign currency reserves is held in the securities like Treasury bills of foreign 
countries, mainly the US. 
28 per cent is deposited in foreign central banks. 
7.4 per cent is also deposited in commercial banks abroad. 
India also held 653.01 tonnes of gold as of March 2020, with 360.71 tonnes being held overseas in safe 
custody with the Bank of England and the Bank for International Settlements, while the remaining gold is held 
domestically. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Components of forex reserves? 
2. Who handles it? 
3. Does RBI earn any returns on them? 
4. Trends in forex reserves over the last decade. 

Mains Link: 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜȄ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-india-forex-reserves-covid-19-economic-crisis-
6448701/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan launched 
Context: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the mega 'Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan' aimed to boost livelihood 
opportunities in rural India amid the ongoing Covid-19 crisis. 
 
Highlights of the scheme: 

¶ The first priority of the scheme is to meet the immediate requirement of workers who have gone 
back to their districts by providing them with livelihood opportunities. 

¶ The focus is also on rural citizens. 

¶ It is a focused campaign of 125 days across 116 districts in six states to work in mission mode. 

¶ Public works worth 50,000 crore rupees to be carried out under the scheme. 

¶ It includes focused implementation of 25 different types of work to provide employment and to 
create durable infrastructure. 

¶ The villages will join this programme through the common service centres and Krishi Vigyan Kendras. 
 
Implementation of the scheme: 
The scheme will be a coordinated effort by 12 different ministries including rural development, Panchayati Raj, 
Road transport and highways, mines, drinking water and sanitation, environment, railways, petroleum and 
natural gas, new and renewable energy, border Roads, Telecom and agriculture. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Why these 6 districts were chosen? 
Post-COVID-19 lockdown, maximum migrant 
workers have returned to these six states. 

¶ These districts are estimated to cover 
about 2/3 of such migrant workers. 

¶ The chosen districts include 27 
aspirational districts. 
 

Significance of the scheme: 
The jobs selected in the campaign will enable 
proper utilisation of the strength and skill of people. It will also enable the government to convert Covid crisis 
into an opportunity. 
The campaign will contribute towards provision of modern facilities, such as internet connectivity, laying of 
optic fibre cables, to increase internet speed in villages, so that children in villages are able to study and learn 
like those in cities. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Districts covered under the scheme. 
2. What are aspirations districts? 
3. Types of works covered under the scheme. 
4. What are CSCs? 
5. Various ministries involved in the implementation of the scheme. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of the scheme. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 International Comparison Program 
Context: 
The World Bank has released new Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) for reference year 2017, under 
International Comparison Program (ICP), that adjust for differences in the cost of living across economies of 
the World. 
Globally 176 economies participated in 2017 cycle of ICP. 
 
What is ICP? 
International Comparison Program (ICP) is the largest worldwide data-collection initiative, under the guidance 
of UN Statistical Commission (UNSC). 

¶ The goal is of producing Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) which are vital for converting measures of 
economic activities to be comparable across economies. 

¶ Along with the PPPs, the ICP also produces Price Level Indices (PLI) and other regionally comparable 
aggregates of GDP expenditure. 

¶ The next ICP comparison will be conducted for reference year 2021. 
 
India and the ICP: 

¶ India has participated in almost all ICP rounds since its inception in 1970. 

¶ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation is National Implementing Agency (NIA) for 
India, which has the responsibility of planning, coordinating and implementing national ICP activities. 

¶ India has also been a co-Chair of the ICP Governing Board along with Statistics Austria for the ICP 
2017 cycle. 

 
Worldwide status: 

¶ Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) of Indian Rupee per US$ at Gross Domestic Product (GDP) level is 
now 20.65 in 2017 from 15.55 in 2011. 
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¶ Exchange Rate of US Dollar to Indian Rupee is now 65.12 from 46.67 during same period. 

¶ Price Level Index (PLI)τ the ratio of a PPP to its corresponding market exchange rateτis used to 
compare the price levels of economies, of India is 47.55 in 2017 from 42.99 in 2011. 

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΥ 

1. In 2017, India retained and consolidated its global position, as the third largest economy, accounted 
for 6.7 percent ($8,051 billion out of World total of $119,547 billion) of global Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in terms of PPPs. 

2. China (16.4%) and United States (16.3%), respectively. 
3. India is also third largest economy in terms of its PPP-based share in global Actual Individual 

Consumption and Global Gross Capital Formation. 
 
REGIONAL STATUS: ASIA-PACIFIC REGION: 

1. In 2017, India retained its regional position, as the second largest economy, accounted for 20.83 % of 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in terms of PPPs. 

2. China was at 50.76% (first) and Indonesia at 7.49% (third). 
3. India is also second largest economy in terms of its PPP-based share in regional Actual Individual 

Consumption and regional Gross Capital Formation. 
4. Among 22 participating economies in Asia-Pacific region, the Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) of 

Indian Rupee per Hong Kong Dollar (HK$) at Gross Domestic Product (GDP) level is now at 3.43 in 
2017 from 2.97 in 2011. 

5. The Exchange Rate of Hong Kong Dollar to Indian Rupee is now at 8.36 from 6.00 during same period.  
 
What is PPP? 
The rate at which the currency of one country would have to be converted into that of another country to buy 
the same amount of goods and services in each country. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is ICP? Who conducts it? 
2. Co- Chair of the ICP Governing Board for the ICP 2017 cycle. 
3. UN Statistical Commission (UNSC)- composition and functions. 
4. What is PPP? 
5. What is PLI? 
6. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
7. Comparison with previous year performances. 

Mains Link: 
/ƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмт LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.  

 Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) 
Context: In an effort to give a push to digital payments across the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is 
setting up a Payment Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) of Rs 500 crore.  
 
All you need to know about the fund: 
Objective: This fund has been created to encourage acquirers to deploy point of sale (PoS) infrastructure, both 
physical and digital, in tier-3 to tier-6 centres and north eastern states. 
Contributions to the fund: The RBI has made an initial contribution of Rs 250 crore covering half the fund. The 
remaining will come from the card issuing banks and card networks operating in the country. 
Management: The fund will be governed through an advisory council but it will be managed and administered 
by the RBI. 
 
Need for and Significance: 
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Over the years, payments ecosystem in the country has evolved with a wide range of options such as bank 
accounts, mobile phones, cards, etc. 
To provide further fillip to digitisation of payment systems, it is necessary to give impetus to acceptance 
infrastructure across the country, more so in underserved areas. 
The fund is also in line with the measures proposed by the vision document on payment and settlement 
systems in India 2019-2021. 
The enhanced ability of PoS infrastructure is supposed to reduce demand of cash over time. By 2021, there will 
be around 5 million active PoS by 2021. 
 
Acceptance Development Fund: 
In a similar move, last year, the RBI had also proposed to set up an Acceptance Development Fund which will 
be used to develop card acceptance infrastructure across small towns and cities. 
The Fund will be used to ensure growth of card acceptance infrastructure such as swipe machines across the 
country particularly in Tier III and Tier VI cities. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. PIDF- contributions, management and objectives. 
2. RBI- governors and Deputy governors- tenure and appointment. 
3. What are POS devices? 
4. Who manages ATM network in India? 
5. What is opportunity cost? 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rbi-creates-500-cr-fund-to-boost-payment-
infrastructure/article31761067.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
Context: The government promulgated an ordinance to amend the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
whereby fresh insolvency proceedings will not be initiated for at least six months starting from March 25 amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Default on repayments from March 25, the day when the nationwide lockdown began to curb COVID-19 
infections, would not be considered for initiating insolvency the proceedings for at least six months.  
 
LƴǎƻƭǾŜƴŎȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŀƴȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀǊŎƘ нрΣ нлнл ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 
of six months or such further period, not exceeding one year from such date, as may be notified iƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦέΦ 
 
έbƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǎƻƭǾŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ 
ŘŜōǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣέ 
 
The ordinance suspends sections 7, 9 and 10 on grounds that: 

1. the pandemic has created uncertainty and stress for business for reasons beyond their control 
2. the nationwide lockdown has added to disruption of normal business operations 
3. in such circumstances it would be difficult to find adequate number of resolution applicants for a 

distressed/defaulting business 
The suspension will also curb operational creditors, such as vendors and suppliers, from filing insolvency 
proceedings against corporate debtors. It will also block corporate debtors from self-filing in order to 
restructure debt. 
 
Background: 
Section 7, 9 and 10 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 allow for insolvency filings by financial 
creditors, operational creditors and the corporate debtor itself. 
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Implications: 
While the ordinance is intended to provide respite to the corporate debtor, taking away recourse under IBC will 
only mean ballooning of the liabilities without resolution. 
Certain provisions in the amendment can spring unwarranted consequences and open up the possibility of 
gross misuse of the leeway by wilful defaulters and fraudulent promoters. 
Suspending Section 10 of the Code will also hurt businesses stuck in the vicious cycle of debt and wanting to 
exit. 
 
What is insolvency and bankruptcy? 
Insolvency is a situation where individuals or companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt. 
Bankruptcy, on the other hand, is a situation whereby a court of competent jurisdiction has declared a person 
or other entity insolvent, having passed appropriate orders to resolve it and protect the rights of the creditors. 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻŦŦ ŘŜōǘǎΦ 
 
About the IBC: 
The IBC was enacted in 2016, replacing a host of laws, with the aim to streamline and speed up the resolution 
process of failed businesses. 
The Code also consolidates provisions of the current legislative framework to form a common forum for 
debtors and creditors of all classes to resolve insolvency. 
The code stipulates that the resolution process of a stressed company will have to be completed in a 
maximum of 270 days. 
 
When does the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) apply? 
In March this year, the government raised the threshold for invoking insolvency under the IBC to Rs 1 crore 
from Rs 1 lakh with a view to prevent triggering of such proceedings against small and medium enterprises that 
are facing currently the heat of coronavirus pandemic.  
 
The Code creates various institutions to facilitate resolution of insolvency. These are as follows: 
Insolvency Professionals: A specialised cadre of licensed professionals is proposed to be created. These 
professionals will administer the resolution process, manage the assets of the debtor, and provide information 
for creditors to assist them in decision making. 
Insolvency Professional Agencies: The insolvency professionals will be registered with insolvency professional 
agencies. The agencies conduct examinations to certify the insolvency professionals and enforce a code of 
conduct for their performance. 
Information Utilities: Creditors will report financial information of the debt owed to them by the debtor. Such 
information will include records of debt, liabilities and defaults. 
Adjudicating authorities: The proceedings of the resolution process will be adjudicated by the National 
Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT), for companies; and the Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT), for individuals. The 
duties of the authorities will include approval to initiate the resolution process, appoint the insolvency 
professional, and approve the final decision of creditors. 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board: The Board will regulate insolvency professionals, insolvency professional 
agencies and information utilities set up under the Code.  The Board will consist of representatives of Reserve 
Bank of India, and the Ministries of Finance, Corporate Affairs and Law. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is insolvency and bankruptcy? 
2. Various institutions established under the IBC code. 
3. NCLT- composition and functions. 
4. What are debt recovery tribunals? 
5. Sections 7, 9 and 10 of IBC. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss how suspension of initiation of fresh insolvency proceedings will help shield companies impacted by 
the outbreak of Covid-19. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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 What is a rights issue? 
Why in News? 
Many companies including Reliance Industries Limited, Mahindra finance, Tata Power, Shriram Transport 
Finance among others plan to raise funds (aggregating to over Rs 10,000 crore) through rights issue amidst the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
What is rights issue? 
It is an offering of shares made to existing shareholders in proportion to their existing shareholding. 

¶ Companies often offer shares in a rights issue at a discount on the market price. 

¶ Rights issues are used by companies seeking to raise capital without increasing debt. 

¶ Shareholders are not obliged to purchase shares offered in a rights issue. 
 
Why are companies going for rights issue in current times? 
For a rights issue, ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ and an approval from the board of 
directors is sufficient and adequate. Therefore, the turnaround time for raising this capital is short and is 
much suited for the current situation unlike other forms that rŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ 
some time to fructify. 
Thus the rights issue are a more efficient mechanism of raising capital. 
 
What were the temporary relaxations provided in the wake of Covid-19 by SEBI? 
Sebi reduced the eligibility requirement of average market capitalisation of public shareholding from Rs 250 
crore to Rs 100 crore for a fast track rights issuance. 
It also reduced the minimum subscription requirement from 90 per cent to 75 per cent of the issue size. 
Also, listed entities raising funds upto Rs 25 crores (erstwhile limit was Rs 10 crores) through a rights issue 
are now not required to file draft offer document with SEBI. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. SEBI- composition and important functions. 
2. What is rights issue? 
3. Who can avail it? 
4. How is it different from conventional shares? 

Link: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/reliance-companies-going-for-rights-issue-covid-19-
pandemic-6452544/. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 RBI proposes comprehensive framework for sale of loans 
Context: RBI has released draft Framework ŦƻǊ Ψ{ŀƭŜ ƻŦ [ƻŀƴ 9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜǎΩΦ 
The move is aimed at building a robust secondary market for bank loans that could ensure proper price 
discovery and can be used as an indicator for impending stress. 
 
What are loan sales? 
Loan sales may be resorted to by lenders for any reasons ranging from strategic sales to rebalance their 
exposures or as a means to achieve resolution of stressed assets by extinguishing the exposures.  
 
Highlights of the draft: 

1. Standard assets would be allowed to be sold by lenders through assignment, novation or a loan 
participation contract (either funded participation or risk participation).  

2. Stressed assets would be allowed to be sold only through assignment or novation only. They may be 
sold to any entity that is permitted to take on loan exposures by its statutory or regulatory framework. 

3. The draft lays down norms for sale of NPAs to Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) also buy back 
of NPAs in case the ARCs manage to turn them into standard assets. 

4. The draft also proposes to do away with the requirement of Minimum Retention Requirement (MRR) 
for sale of loans by lenders.  
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Relevance: 

¶ These guidelines will be applicable to commercial banks, all financial institutions, non-banking 
finance companies and small finance banks. 

¶ The directions will be applicable to all loan sales, including sale of loans to special purpose entities for 
the purpose of securitisation. 

 
Significance of these guidelines: 
A dynamic secondary market for bank loans will ensure proper discovery of credit risk pricing associated with 
each exposure, and will be useful as a leading indicator for impending stress, if any, provided that the volumes 
are sufficiently large. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/rbi-moots-comprehensive-norms-for-sale-of-loans/article31781755.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Housing Finance Companies 
Context:  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed stringent norms for housing finance companies. 
 
Proposed norms include: 

1. !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ рл҈ ƻŦ ƴŜǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ IC/ǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ тр҈ 
should be towards individual housing loans. 

2. Such HFCs which do not fulfil the criteria will be treated as NBFC ς Investment and Credit Companies 
(NBFC-ICCs) and will be required to approach the RBI for conversion of their Certificate of Registration 
from HFC to NBFC-ICC. 

3. The NBFC-ICCs which want to continue as HFCs would have to follow a roadmap to make 75% of their 
assets individual housing loans. 

4. The target has been set at 60% by March 31, 2022, 70% by March 31, 2023, and 75% by March 31, 
2024. 

5. It has also proposed a minimum net-ƻǿƴŜŘ ŦǳƴŘ όbhCύ ƻŦ нл ŎǊƻǊŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ мл ŎǊƻǊŜ ƴƻǿΦ 
9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ IC/ǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ мр ŎǊƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ нл ŎǊƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

 
What are qualifying assets? 
¢ƘŜ w.L ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΩ as loans to individuals or a group of individuals, including co-operative 
societies, for construction/purchase of new dwelling units, loans to individuals for renovation of existing 
dwelling units, lending to builders for construction of residential dwelling units. 
 
Regulatory oversight: 

¶ A housing finance company is considered a non-ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ όb.C/ύ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ w.LΩǎ 
regulations. 

¶ A company is treated as an NBFC if its financial assets are more than 50% of its total assets and income 
from financial assets is more than 50% of the gross income. 

 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/rbi-to-tighten-rules-for-home-finance-
firms/article31854231.ece#. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Urban, multi-State cooperative banks to come under RBI supervision 
Context: 
To ensure that depositors are protected, the Centre has decided to bring all urban and multi-State cooperative 
banks under the direct supervision of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The Union Cabinet has approved an 
ordinance to this effect. 
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How were these banks regulated so far? 
Currently, these banks come under dual regulation of the RBI and the Registrar of Co-operative Societies.  

¶ The role of registrar of cooperative societies includes incorporation, registration, management, audit, 
supersession of board and liquidation. 

¶ RBI is responsible for regulatory functions such maintaining cash reserve and capital adequacy, among 
others. 

Co-operative banks are registered under the States Cooperative Societies Act. They come under the regulatory 
ambit of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) under two laws, namely, the Banking Regulations Act, 1949, and the 
Banking Laws (Co-operative Societies) Act, 1955. 
 
What necessitated this? 
This comes after several instances of fraud and serious financial irregularities, including the major scam at the 
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative (PMC) Bank last year. 
Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ w.L ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊŎŜŘŜ ǘƘŜ ta/ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
Implications of the latest move: 
Empower the RBI to regulate all urban and multi-state co-operative banks on the lines of commercial banks.  
It will also provide more security to depositors. 

¶ There are 1482 urban co-operatives banks and 58 multi-state co-operative banks. 

¶ These banks have a depositor base of 8.6 crores, who have saved a huge amount of Rs. 4.84 lakh crore 
with these banks. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are cooperative banks? 
2. How they are regulated? 
3. What is dual regulation? 
4. Provisions under which these banks are constituted and regulated? 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-decides-to-bring-all-cooperative-banks-under-the-rbi-
through-an-ordinance/article31904864.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Consolidated notification on MSME classification and registration 
The Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Ministry has issued consolidated notification for 
classification and registration of MSMEs to be effected from July 1. 
This notification would supercede all earlier notifications with regard to classification or registration of 
MSMEs. 
 
As per the latest notification: 

1. An MSME would hereafter been referred to as Udyam and the registration process as Udyam 
Registration. 

2. The Registration can be filed online based on self-declaration. Uploading of documents, papers or 
certificate as proof would not be necessary henceforth.  

3. The basic criteria for MSME classification would be on investment in plant, machinery and equipment 
and turnover.  

4. Export of goods or services or both would be excluded while calculating the turnover of any 
enterprise and investment calculation linked to the IT return of the previous year. 

5. Champions Control Room across the country have been made legally responsible for facilitating 
entrepreneurs in registration and thereafter. 

 
As per the latest classification: 

1. Micro enterprises would be those with investments not exceeding Rs one crore and turnover of Rs 5 
crore. 
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2. Small enterprises would be those with investment up to Rs 10 crore and turnover of up to Rs 50 crore. 
3. Medium enterprises - as those with investments not exceeding Rs 50 crore and turnover of Rs 250 

crore. 
 
Significance and implications of these measures: 
The measures would completely change the way MSMEs work, ensure they compete globally besides resulting 
in newer enterprises entering the fray.  
With the stimulus, these enterprises will be in a position to lead to a fast V-shaped recovery the moment the 
pandemic is brought under control. 
 
Significance of MSMEs: 
With around 63.4 million units throughout the geographical expanse of the country, MSMEs contribute around 
6.11% of the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of the GDP from service activities as well as 33.4% of India's 
manufacturing output. 
They have been able to provide employment to around 120 million persons and contribute around 45% of the 
overall exports from India. 
About 20% of the MSMEs are based out of rural areas, which indicates the deployment of significant rural 
workforce in the MSME sector. 
 
Additional fact: 
International MSME Day was observed on 27 June under the theme ά/h±L5-19: The Great Lockdown and its 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ {Ƴŀƭƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. {ƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ a{a9 ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ D5t ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΦ 
2. The basic criteria for MSME classification. 
3. What is referred to as Udyam according to Government of India? 
4. Classification of MSMEs. 
5. What is V- shaped recovery? 
6. SDGs on MSMEs. 

Mains Link: 
What is the potential of India's MSME sector? Discuss the challenges and concerns associated with the growth 
of MSME sector in India. 
Sources: pib. 

 
Topics: Major crops croppin g patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 
irrigation and  irrigation  systems storage, transport  and marketing  of agricultural  produce 
and issues and related  constraints;  e-technology in  the aid  of farmers.  

 Direct seeding of rice 
Context: The Punjab government has decided to deploy direct seeding of rice (DSR) technique instead of the 
traditional transplantation of paddy this year due to the shortfall of agricultural labourers triggered by reverse 
migration in the wake of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
What is Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR)? 
Here, the pre-germinated seeds are directly drilled into the field by a tractor-powered machine. 
There is no nursery preparation or transplantation involved in this method. Farmers have to only level their 
land and give one pre-sowing irrigation. 
 
How is it different from conventional method? 
In transplanting paddy, farmers prepare nurseries where the paddy seeds are first sown and raised into 
young plants. 
The nursery seed bed is 5-10% of the area to be transplanted. These seedlings are then uprooted and 
replanted 25-35 days later in the puddled field. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Advantage of DSR: 
Water savings. The first irrigation (apart from the pre-sowing rauni) under DSR is necessary only 21 days after 
sowing. This is unlike in transplanted paddy, where watering has to be done practically daily to ensure 
submerged/flooded conditions in the first three weeks. 
Less Labour. About three labourers are required to transplant one acre of paddy at almost Rs 2,400 per acre. 
The cost of herbicides under DSR will not exceed Rs 2,000 per acre. 
Reduce methane emissions due to a shorter flooding period and decreased soil disturbance compared to 
transplanting rice seedlings. 
 
Limitations: 

¶ Non-availability of herbicides. 

¶ The seed requirement for DSR is also high, 8-10 kg/acre, compared to 4-5 kg/acre in transplanting. 

¶ Further, laser land levelling is compulsory in DSR. This is not so in transplanting. 

¶ The sowing needs to be done timely so that the plants have come out properly before the monsoon 
rains arrive. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are herbicides? 
2. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ 
3. Suitable climatic conditions for rice. 
4. Who announces MSP? 
5. What is green revolution? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR). 
Link: 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/punjab-bats-for-direct-seeding-of-rice-but-will-it-help-
farmers--71639. 
Sources: down to earth. 

 

 GM seeds: the debate, and a sowing agitation 
Context: In the current kharif season, farmers would undertake mass sowing of GM seeds for maize, soyabean, 
mustard brinjal and herbicide tolerant (Ht) cotton, although these are not approved. 
So, in this regard, Shetkari Sanghatana τ a ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǳƴƛƻƴτ has announced fresh plans in its agitation for use 
of genetically modified seeds. 
 
What is the movement about? 

¶ The Sanghatana has announced that this year they are going to undertake large-scale sowing of 
unapproved GM crops like maize, Ht Bt cotton, soyabean and brinjal across Maharashtra. 

¶ Farmers who plant such variants will put up boards on their fields proclaiming the GM nature of their 
crop. 

¶ This action will draw attention to the need for introduction of the latest technology in the fields. 
 
What are genetically modified seeds? 
Genetic engineering aims to transcend the genus barrier by introducing an alien gene in the seeds to get the 
desired effects. The alien gene could be from a plant, an animal or even a soil bacterium. 
 
For example: 

1. Bt cotton, the only GM crop that is allowed in India, has two alien genes from the soil bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) that allows the crop to develop a protein toxic to the common pest pink 
bollworm. 

2. Ht Bt cotton is derived with the insertion of an additional gene, from another soil bacterium, which 
allows the plant to resist the common herbicide glyphosate. 
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3. In Bt brinjal, a gene allows the plant to resist attacks of fruit and shoot borer. 
4. In DMH-11 mustard, genetic modification allows cross-pollination in a crop that self-pollinates in 

nature. 
 
What is the legal position of genetically modified crops in India? 
In India, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that allows for commercial 
release of GM crops. 
Penalty: Use of the unapproved GM variant can attract a jail term of 5 years and fine of Rs 1 lakh under the 
Environmental Protection Act ,1986. 
 
Why are farmers rooting for GM crops? 
Reduced costs: Cost of weeding goes down considerably if farmers grow Ht Bt cotton and use glyphosate 
against weeds. In case of Bt brinjal, the cost reduces as the cost of production is reduced by cutting down on 
the use of pesticides. 
 
Concerns:  
Environmentalists argue that the long-lasting effect of GM crops is yet to be studied and thus they should not 
be released commercially. Genetic modification, they say, brings about changes that can be harmful to humans 
in the long run. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gm-seeds-the-debate-and-a-sowing-agitation-6452999/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 

 

 Intercropping  
Why in News? 
Kerala government is planning to modify specific laws that govern the plantation sector to allow the 
management to intercrop food crops with cash crops such as tea, coffee, cardamom and rubber. 
Laws that need modification include the Kerala Land Reforms Act, Kerala Grants and Leases (Modification of 
Rights) Act and Kerala Land Utilisation Order. 
 
Need for: 
To break its dependency on food imports from neighbouring States. 
To guard against possible food protectionism by large-scale producers by opening up plantations for farming 
edibles. 
 
Implications: 
Plantations encompassed 8 lakh hectares in Kerala. An amendment of the law would free up an estimated 2 
lakh hectares for inter-cropping. 

¶ The proposed modification would also permit plantations to diversify into dairy and poultry farming. 

¶ It would spur investment in precision farming characterised by high yield food crops, reduced use of 
toxic pesticides, chemical fertilisers and water. 

 
Proposed plan: 
The Kerala Agriculture University had zoned Kerala into 23 agro-climatic sectors. 

¶ It had suggested that oranges, apples, avocados, grapefruit and winter vegetables as ideal intercrop for 
high altitude tea plantations in regions such as Munnar. 

¶ In rubber growing regions, the cultivation of rambutan, mangosteen and other tropical fruits in small 
plots interspersed among the trees has been suggested. 

¶ It had also suggested jack fruit as shade trees in tea, coffee and cardamom plantations. 
 
What is intercropping? 
It is the cultivation of two or more crops simultaneously on the same field. 
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The main goal is to produce a greater yield on a given piece of land by making use of resources of ecological 
processes that would otherwise not be utilised by a single crop. 
 
There are different approaches to intercropping such as: 

1. Mixed intercropping ς two or more crops are planted in a mix without a distinct row arrangement. 
2. Row intercropping ς two or more crops are planted in distinct rows. 
3. Relay intercropping ς two or more crops are grown at the same time as part of the life cycle of each 

i.e. a second crop is sown after the first crop has been well established but before it reaches its 
harvesting stage. 

4. Strip intercropping ς growing two or more crops at the same time in separate strips wide enough apart 
for independent cultivation. 

 
Advantages of intercropping: 
More efficient use of light, water and other nutrient resources compared to single crops. 
It allows for effective management of cover crops because crop mixtures have lower pest densities. 
Potential increased crop yields per unit area. 
Improved soil fertility by leguminous intercrops e.g. nitrogen fixing. 
Reduced soil erosion. 
Lowered soil surface evaporation. 
 
Some cons of intercropping: 

¶ Intercropping is not always suited to a mechanised farming system. 

¶ Time consuming: It requires more attention and thus increased intensive, expert management.  

¶ There is reduced efficiency in planting, weeding and harvesting which may add to the labour costs of 
these operations. 

¶ The biggest challenge to adopting intercropping systems is the advance planning of planting, 
cultivation, fertilisation, spraying and harvesting of more than one crop in the same field.  

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Different cropping patterns. 
2. Climatic conditions for tea and coffee. 
3. Types of intercropping. 
4. Pros and cons. 
5. What is Zero Budget Natural Farming? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of intercropping. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-land-laws-to-be-amended-to-allow-intercropping-in-
plantations/article31882066.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution  System- objectives, functioning,  limitations,  revamping;  issues of buffer  
stocks and food security;  Technology missions;  economics of animal -rearing.  

 Locust control 
Context: As India struggles to contain the Covid-19 pandemic, it faces a new challenge. Several parts of the 
country have experienced heavy infestations of locusts ς an insect that devours crops and foliage, often 
leaving devastation in its wake. 
It is said to be the worst attack in 26 years. The species attacking are desert locusts. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǘ ƭƻŎǳǎǘǎΩΚ 
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Desert locusts (Schistocerca gregaria), which belong to the family of grasshoppers, normally live and breed in 
semi-arid or desert regions. For laying eggs, they require bare ground, which is rarely found in areas with 
dense vegetation. 
 
How they form swarms? 
As individuals, or in small isolated groups, locusts are not very dangerous. But when they grow into large 
populations their behaviour changes, they transform from ΨǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇƘŀǎŜΩ ƛƴǘƻ ΨƎǊŜƎŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƘŀǎŜΩΣ and start 
ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ΨǎǿŀǊƳǎΩ. A single swarm can contain 40 to 80 million adults in one square km, and these can travel up 
to 150 km a day. 
Large-scale breeding happens only when conditions turn very favourable in their natural habitat, desert or 
semi-arid regions. Good rains can sometimes generate just enough green vegetation that is conducive to egg-
laying as well as hopper development. 
If left uncontrolled, a single swarm can increase 20 times of its original population in the first generation itself, 
and then multiply exponentially in subsequent generations. 
 
What factors led to their sudden and early growth this year? 
These locusts usually breed in the dry areas around Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea along the eastern coast of 
Africa, a region known as the Horn of Africa. Other breeding grounds are the adjoining Asian regions in Yemen, 
hƳŀƴΣ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ .ŀƭƻŎƘƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ YƘȅōŜǊ tŀƪƘǘǳƴƪƘǿŀ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ 

1. Many of these areas received unusually good rains in March and April, and that resulted in large-scale 
breeding and hopper development. These locusts started arriving in Rajasthan around the first 
fortnight of April, much ahead of the normal July-October normal. 

2. Cyclonic storms Mekunu and Luban had struck Oman and Yemen respectively that year. Heavy rains 
had transformed uninhabited desert tracts into large lake where the locust swarms breed. 

3. Apart from the search for food, their movement has been aided by westerly winds that were, this 
time, further strengthened by the low-pressure area created by Cyclone Amphan in the Bay of Bengal. 
Locusts are known to be passive flyers, and generally follow the wind. But they do not take off in 
very strong windy conditions. 

 
Why worry about them? 
The danger is when they start breeding. A single gregarious female locust can lay 60-80 eggs three times during 
its average life cycle of 90 days. If their breeding is coterminous with that of the kharif crop, we could well have 
a situation similar to what maize, sorghum and wheat farmers of Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia experienced in 
March-April. 
 
The origins of locust control: 
In the nineteenth century, India experienced serious locust outbreaks in 1812, 1821, 1843-ΩппΣ мусоΣ мусфΣ 
1878, 1889-ΩфнΣ ŀƴŘ муфс-ΩфтΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀǊƳǎΦ 
The first of these measures was to systematically collect and record data regarding locust occurrences.  
The colonial system employed an interesting mix of local reliance and global cooperation in collecting data. It 
rested on the exchange of knowledge and techniques between various provinces of India as well as with other 
countries similarly ravaged by the pestilence. 
 
Genesis of LWO: 
Only after the 1927-Ωнф ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀǾŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦŜƭǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
centralised organisation to gather information about locusts and control them. This resulted in the formation 
of the Standing Locust Committee in 1929 and the Central Locust Bureau in 1930. This culminated in 1939 in 
the establishment of the present-day Locust Warning Organisation.  
 
Popular method: 

¶ Currently, the most commonly used control is insecticide. Sprayed from land or aerial vehicles, whole 
swarms can be targeted in relatively short periods of time. 

¶ Swarms of locusts are being scared away by the district administration in Panna using police sirens.  

¶ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ .ǳŘƘƴƛ ŀƴŘ bŀǎǊǳƭƭŀƎŀƴƧ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ aŀŘƘȅŀ tǊŀŘŜǎƘΩǎ {ŜƘƻǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
utensils in a bid to drive away locusts. 
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Non-chemical measures: 
Experts have expressed disappointment over the fact that despite the known side-effects of aerial spraying of 
pesticides, governmentǎΩ locust control policies are focussed only on chemical spray. 
Few non-chemical measures to consider: 

1. Destroy the breeding grounds and locust larvae before they could fly. 
2. Use of oil-tarred screens to kill locusts (also known as Cyprus screen). 
3. Net system and the dhotar method. The net system involved ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ άŎŀǇǊƛŎƛƻǳǎέ ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ 

it around fields, trapping young locusts in the process. The dhotar method involved using a blanket to 
trip locusts resting on bushes. 

4. Devise an insect-control technique that involved ploughing the fallow lands where locusts are resting: 
the escaping insects became an easy target for birds. 

5. Natural predators such as wasps, birds and reptiles may prove effective at keeping small swarms at 
bay. 

6. Emphasise inter-state and international cooperation, along with coordinated efforts of the state. 
 
Conclusion: 
Insecticides may give temporary relief during an infestation, but they might also endanger the birds that act as 
natural predators of locusts. The way ahead lies in state-supported protection of birds. This should include a 
conscious effort to bring back species like house sparrows that have been disappearing rapidly. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Different types of locusts? 
2. Difference between solitary and gregarious natures of locusts? 
3. What are westerly disturbances? 
4. What is Indian Ocean Dipole? 
5. What is Locust Warning Organisation? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the economic impacts of severe locusts attacks on India. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=G1H7FCVDM.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 

 Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) 
Context: CCEA has approved the increase in the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for all mandated Kharif 
crops for marketing season 2020-21. 
This is to ensure remunerative prices to the growers for their produce. The highest increase in MSP is 
proposed for nigerseed (Rs 755 per quintal) followed by sesamum (Rs 370 per quintal), urad (Rs 300 per 
quintal) and cotton (long staple) (Rs 275 per quintal). The differential remuneration is aimed at encouraging 
crop diversification. 
 
About MSP: 
What is it? 
In theory, an MSP is the minimum price set by the Government at which farmers can expect to sell their 
produce for the season. When market prices fall below the announced MSPs, procurement agencies step in to 
ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΩ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ 
  
Who announces? 
The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs announces MSP for various crops at the beginning of each sowing 
season based on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). The CACP 
takes into account demand and supply, the cost of production and price trends in the market among other 
things when fixing MSPs. 
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Why is it important? 
Price volatility makes life difficult for farmers. Though prices of agri commodities may soar while in short 
supply, during years of bumper production, prices of the very same commodities plummet. MSPs ensure that 
farmers get a minimum price for their produce in adverse markets. MSPs have also been used as a tool by the 
Government to incentivise farmers to grow crops that are in short supply. 
 
Factors taken into consideration for fixing MSP include: 

1. Demand and supply; 
2. Cost of production; 
3. Price trends in the market, both domestic and international; 
4. Inter-crop price parity; 
5. Terms of trade between agriculture and non-agriculture; 
6. A minimum of 50% as the margin over cost of production; and 
7. Likely implications of MSP on consumers of that product. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Composition of CCEA. 
2. What is CACP? 
3. How many crops are covered under MSP scheme? 
4. Who announces MSP? 
5. Difference between Kharif and Rabi crops. 

Mains Link: 
Sources: pib. 

 

 The Farming Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
Ordinance, 2020 

Aims and objectives of the ordinance: 
The ordinance basically aims at creating additional trading opportunities outside the APMC market yards to 
help farmers get remunerative prices due to additional competition. 

¶ This will supplement the existing MSP procurement system which is providing stable income to 
farmers. 

¶ It will certainly pave the way for creating One India, One Agriculture Market and will lay the 
foundation for ensuring golden harvests for our hard working farmers. 

 
Overview of the ordinance: 

1. The Ordinance will create an ecosystem where the farmers and traders will enjoy freedom of choice of 
sale and purchase of agri-produce. 

2. It will also promote barrier-free inter-state and intra-state trade and commerce outside the physical 
premises of markets notified under State Agricultural Produce Marketing legislations. 

3. It also proposes an electronic trading in transaction platform for ensuring a seamless trade 
electronically. 

4. The farmers will not be charged any cess or levy for sale of their produce under this Act. 
5. There will also be a separate dispute resolution mechanism for the farmers. 

 
Significance: 

¶ This is a historic-step in unlocking the vastly regulated agriculture markets in the country.   

¶ It will open more choices for the farmer, reduce marketing costs for the farmers and help them in 
getting better prices. 

¶ It will also help farmers of regions with surplus produce to get better prices and consumers of regions 
with shortages, lower prices. 

 
Need for- present challenges: 

¶ Farmers in India today suffer from various restrictions in marketing their produce. 
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¶ There are restrictions for farmers in selling agri-produce outside the notified APMC market yards. The 
farmers are also restricted to sell the produce only to registered licensees of the State Governments. 

¶ Barriers exist in free flow of agriculture produce between various States owing to the prevalence of 
various APMC legislations enacted by the State Governments. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is an ordinance? 
2. What are APMCs? 
3. What is eNAM? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of this ordinance. 
Sources: pib. 

 

 Sahakar Mitra scheme launched 
Key facts about the scheme: 

¶ It is an initiative by National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) 

¶ It would also provide an opportunity to professionals from academic institutions to develop 
leadership and entrepreneurial roles through cooperatives as Farmers Producers Organizations (FPO). 

¶ Under the programme,  each intern will get financial support over a 4 months internship period. 
 
Eligibility: 

¶ Professional graduates in disciplines such as Agriculture and allied areas,IT etc. will be eligible for 
internship. 

¶ Professionals who are pursuing or have completed their MBA degrees in Agri-business, Cooperation, 
Finance, International Trade, Forestry, Rural Development, Project Managementetc. will also be 
eligible. 

 
Significance and expected impacts of the scheme: 
Assist cooperative institutions access new and innovative ideas of young professionals. 
The interns gain experience of working in the field giving confidence to be self-reliant. 
It is expected to be a win-win situation both for cooperatives as well as for the young professionals. 
 
Additional information: 

¶ National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) was established by an Act of Parliament in 
1963 under Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. It has many regional centres to provide the 
financial assistance to Cooperatives/Societies/Federations. 

¶ FPO is a Producer Organisation (PO) where the members are farmers. {Ƴŀƭƭ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ !ƎǊƛōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
Consortium (SFAC) is providing support for the promotion of FPOs. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Key objectives of the scheme. 
2. Eligibility. 
3. Implementation by? 
4. What is NCDC? 
5. What are cooperatives? Constitutional provisions. 
6. What is an FPO? 
7. What is SFAC? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of Sahakar it Ralph scheme. 
Sources: pib. 
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 Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
Context: Annual allotment of Rs. 4000 crore made to State Governments under ΨtŜǊ 5ǊƻǇ aƻǊŜ /ǊƻǇΩ 
component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY- PDMC) for the year 2020-21. 
 
About ''Per Drop More Crop'' component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY-PDMC): 
The Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers' Welfare is implementing the ''Per Drop More Crop'' 
component of PMKSY-PDMC. 
It is operational in the country from 2015-16. 
It focuses on enhancing water efficiency at farm level through micro irrigation technologies such as ''drip and 
sprinkler'' irrigation. 
 
Funding: 
Micro Irrigation Fund corpus of Rs. 5000 crore has been created with NABARD. 
The objective of the fund is to facilitate the states in mobilizing the resources for expanding coverage of Micro 
Irrigation by taking up special and innovative projects and also for incentivising micro irrigation beyond the 
provisions available under PMKSY-PDMC to encourage farmers to install micro irrigation systems. 
 
Assistance: 
The Government provides financial assistance @ 55% for small and marginal farmers and @ 45% for other 
farmers for installation of Drip and Sprinkler Irrigation systems. In addition, some States provide additional 
incentives/top up subsidy for encouraging farmers to adopt Micro Irrigation. 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Components of PMKSY. 
2. About the Micro Irrigation fund. 
3. What is NABARD? 
4. Assistance provided by the centre under this scheme. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the scheme. 
Sources: pib. 

 

 One Nation-One Ration Card scheme 
Context:  
14 states/UTs yet to join the scheme. 
 
About the scheme: 
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One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across the 
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. 
Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under the food security scheme when 
they shift from one place to another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one 
ration card to avail benefits from different states. 
Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and 
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.  
 
Highlights of the scheme: 

1. The poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidised rice and wheat from any ration shop in the 
country but for that their ration cards must be linked to Aadhaar. 

2. Migrants would only be eligible for the subsidies supported by the Centre, which include rice sold at Rs. 
3/kg and wheat at Rs. 2/kg, It would not include subsidies given by their respective state government in 
some other state. 

 
Standard format of 'one nation, one ration card': 
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after taking into account the format used by different 
states. 

¶ For national portability, the state governments have been asked to issue the ration card in bi-lingual 
format, wherein besides the local langauge, the other language could be Hindi or English. 

¶ The states have also been told to have a 10-digit standard ration card number, wherein first two digits 
will be state code and the next two digits will 
be running ration card numbers. 

¶ Besides this, a set of another two digits will be 
appended with ration card number to create 
unique member IDs for each member of the 
household in a ration card. 

 
Challenges: 
Prone to corruption: Every state has its own rules for 
tǳōƭƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όt5{ύΦ LŦ ΨhƴŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ hƴŜ 
wŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘΩ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻǎǘ 
corruption in an already corrupted Public Distribution 
System. 
The scheme will increase the woes of the common 
man and, the middlemen and corrupt PDS shop 
owners will exploit them. 
Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, 
saying it would result in undesirable consequences 
and is against federalism. 
 
Way Forward: 
The current migrant crisis should be seen as an opportunity to develop a national migration policy addressing 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 

¶ While this must be done, the government must also fast-track the ONORC scheme ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
present rights-based regime is based on the assumption that people are sedentary. 

¶ The ONORC should also include access to health and other things. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is PDS? 
2. What is NFSA? Eligibility? Benefits? 
3. How are fair price shops established? 
4. Proposed format. 

Mains Link: 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       133  InsightsIAS 

Discuss the significance of One Nation One Ration Card scheme. 
Sources: pib. 

 

 Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) launched  
Context: 
Approved by Cabinet in pursuance of recently announced Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan stimulus package. 
 
Overview: 

¶ Size of the fund is Rs. 15000 crore. 

¶ This Fund will incentivise infrastructure investments in dairy, meat processing and animal feed 
plants. 

 
Eligibility, funding and implementation: 

¶ Who is eligible? Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), MSMEs, Section 8 Companies, Private 
Companies and individual entrepreneur with only 10% margin money contribution by them. 

¶ Rest of the Funds: The balance 90% would be the loan component to be made available to them by 
scheduled banks. 

¶ GOI will provide 3% interest subvention to eligible beneficiaries. 

¶ There will be 2 years moratorium period for repayment of the loan with 6 years repayment period 
thereafter. 

 
Credit Guarantee Fund: 

¶ A Credit Guarantee Fund of Rs. 750 crore will also be set up. 

¶ It is to be managed by NABARD which would provide credit guarantee to the projects which are 
covered under the MSME defined ceilings. 

¶ Guarantee Coverage would be up to 25% of the Credit facility of the borrower. 
 
Significance: 

¶ This ensures the availability of capital to meet upfront investment required for these projects. 

¶ It also helps enhance overall returns/pay back for investors. 

¶ Such investments in processing and value addition infrastructure by eligible beneficiaries would also 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎΦ 

 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who will manage the Credit Guarantee Fund? 
2. Interest subvention under the scheme. 
3. Who is eligible? 
4. Funding. 
5. About the Dairy Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF). 
6. NABARD- composition and important functions. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of AHIDF. 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Scheme for formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (FME) 
Context: 
The government has launched the scheme- Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Enterprises (PM FME). 
The scheme will be implemented for five years until 2024-25. 
 
About the scheme: 
The Union Cabinet, last month, had given its approval to this scheme. 
It is for the Unorganized Sector on All India basis. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Objectives: 

1. Increase in access to finance by micro food processing units. 
2. Increase in revenues of target enterprises. 
3. Enhanced compliance with food quality and safety standards. 
4. Strengthening capacities of support systems. 
5. Transition from the unorganized sector to the formal sector. 
6. Special focus on women entrepreneurs and Aspirational districts. 
7. Encourage Waste to Wealth activities. 
8. Focus on minor forest produce in Tribal Districts. 

 
Salient features: 

1. Centrally Sponsored Scheme. Expenditure to be shared by Government of India and States at 60:40. 
2. 2,00,000 micro-enterprises are to be assisted with credit linked subsidy. Micro enterprises will get 

credit linked subsidy at 35 per cent of the eligible project cost with ceiling of Rs. 10 lakh. 
3. Beneficiary contribution will be minimum 10 per cent and balance from loan. Seed capital will be 

given to SHGs (Rs. four lakh per SHG) for loan to members for working capital and small tools. 
4. Cluster approach. 
5. Focus on perishables. 

 
Administrative and Implementation Mechanisms: 

1. The Scheme would be monitored at Centre by an Inter-Ministerial Empowered Committee (IMEC) 
under the Chairmanship of Minister, FPI. 

2. A State/ UT Level Committee (SLC) chaired by the Chief Secretary will monitor and sanction/ 
recommend proposals for expansion of micro units and setting up of new units by the SHGs/ FPOs/ 
Cooperatives. 

3. The States/ UTs will prepare Annual Action Plans covering various activities for implementation of the 
scheme, which will be approved by Government of India. 

4. A third party evaluation and mid-term review mechanism would be built in the programme. 
5. National level portal would be set-up wherein the applicants/ individual enterprise could apply to 

participate in the Scheme. All the scheme activities would be undertaken on the National portal. 
 
Benefits of the scheme: 

1. Nearly eight lakh micro- enterprises will benefit through access to information, better exposure and 
formalization. 

2. It will enable them to formalize, grow and become competitive. 
3. The project is likely to generate nine lakh skilled and semi-skilled jobs. 
4. Scheme envisages increased access to credit by existing micro food processing entrepreneurs, women 

entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs in the Aspirational Districts. 
5. Better integration with organized markets. 
6. Increased access to common services like sorting, grading, processing, packaging, storage etc. 

 
Why we need this scheme? 
There are about 25 lakh unregistered food processing enterprises which constitute 98% of the sector and are 
unorganized and informal. Nearly 66 % of these units are located in rural areas and about 80% of them are 
family-based enterprises. 
This sector faces a number of challenges including the inability to access credit, high cost of institutional credit, 
lack of access to modern technology, inability to integrate with the food supply chain and compliance with the 
health &safety standards. 
Strengthening this segment will lead to reduction in wastage, creation of off-farm job opportunities and aid in 
achieving the overarching Government objective of doubling farmers' income. 
 
InstaThink: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Difference between centrally sponsored and central sector scheme. 
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2. Core vs core of core schemes. 
3. Role of states in this scheme. 
4. Who monitors this scheme at state levels? 
5. Focus of the scheme. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of the Scheme for formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (FME). 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects 
on industrial growth.  

 Country of Origin in GeM platform 
Context: 
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has brought in certain changes to promote ΨaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ!ŀǘƳŀƴƛǊōƘŀǊ .ƘŀǊŀǘΩΦ 
These include: 

1. It is now mandatory for sellers to enter the Country of Origin while registering all new products on 
GeM. 

2. Sellers, who had already uploaded their products before the introduction of this new feature on 
GeM, have to regularly update the Country of Origin. 

3. There shall be a provision for indication of the percentage of local content in products.  
4. ΨaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ has now been enabled on the portal. Buyers can choose to buy only those 

products that meet the minimum 50% local content criteria. 
 
About GeM: 
What is it? GeM is a state-of-the-art national public procurement platform of Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries, that has used technology to remove entry barriers for bonafide sellers and has created a vibrant e-
marketplace with a wide range of goods and services. 
Aim: GeM aims to enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public procurement. 
  
GeM facilities: 

1. Listing of products 
for individual, 
prescribed 
categories of 
Goods/ Services of 
common use. 

2. Look, estimate, 
compare and buying 
facility on dynamic 
pricing basis. 

3. Market place buying 
of majority of 
common User 
Items. 

4. Buying Goods and 
Services online, as and when required. 

5. Transparency and ease of buying. 
6. Useful for low value buying and also for bulk buying at competitive price using Reverse Auction/ e-

bidding. 
7. Continuous vendor rating system. 
8. Return policy. 
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Benefits of GeM: 
1. Enhances transparency. 
2. Increased efficiency. 
3. Secure and safe. 
4. Savings to the government. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 
Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.  

 Draft Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
Why in News now? 
Few states have voiced their concerns against the proposed bill. These include-West Bengal, Punjab, 
Puducherry, Kerala, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Delhi, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 
They called the draft Bill ŀ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻ-ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƛǎƳέ and accused the Centre of failure 
to consult the States on the Bill since electricity is on the Concurrent List. 
 
Contentious clauses in the Bill: 
The Bill seeks to end subsidies. All consumers, including farmers, will have to pay the tariff, and the subsidy will 
be sent to them through direct benefit transfer. 
States are worried about this clause because: 

¶ This would mean people would have to pay a huge sum towards electricity charges, while receiving 
support through direct benefit transfer later. 

¶ This would result in defaults leading to penalties and disconnection. 
The draft also άŘƛǾŜǎǘǎέ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘŀǊƛŦŦ and hands over the task to a Central 
government-appointed authority. 

¶ This is discriminatory, since the tariff can be tweaked according to the whims and fancies of the Central 
government.  

Another provision makes it compulsory for the State power companies to buy a minimum percentage of 
renewable energy fixed by the Centre. 

¶ This would be detrimental to the cash- strapped power firms. 
 
Additional information: 
The Electricity Act, 2003 has governed the laws regarding the generation, distribution, transmission, trading 
and use of electricity so far. 
But, experts around the country have opined that some of the provisions of the Act have become dated and 
archaic, needing an update. 
In order to address some recurring issues, and to promote further commercial incentive for private players to 
enter the market, the Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020 was introduced in April this year. 
 
Highlights of the Bill: 
Policy Amendments: 
Renewable Energy: It delegates the Central Government with the power to prepare and notify a National 
wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tƻƭƛŎȅ άŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέΣ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
with State Governments.  
Cross Border Trade: The Central Government has been delegated with the power to prescribe rules and 
guidelines to allow and facilitate cross border trade of electricity. 
Creation of Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority: It has been proposed to be given sole jurisdiction to 
adjudicate upon matters on performance of obligations under a contract regarding sale, purchase and 
ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŀǊƛŦŦ 
or any other dispute regarding tariff. 
 
Functional Amendments: 
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Payment Security: Lǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ άƴƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
such contract unless adequate security of payment as agreed upon by the parties to the contract, has been 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘέΦ 
 
Constitution of selection committee to recommend members for commissions/ authorities: There is a slew of 
provisions for the constitution of a Selection Committee for making recommendations of members to the 
Appellate Tribunal and the Chairperson and Members of Central Commission, Electricity Contract Enforcement 
Authority, State Commissions and Joint Commissions. 
 
Grant of Subsidy mandated: The benefit of subsidy to be granted directly to the consumer and the licensee 
shall charge the consumers as per the tariff determined by the Appropriate Commission. The determination of 
tariffs shall be fixed by the commission without accounting for subsidies. Further, basis the tariff policies, 
surcharges and cross subsidies shall be progressively reduced. 
 
Inclusion of Distribution Sub-licensee and Franchisee: To ease the burden of distribution licensees and in 
order to promote some form of demographic specialization, the distribution licensees, can appoint another 
entity for distribution of electricity on its behalf, within its area of supply. 
 
Enhancement of the powers of the Appellate Tribunal of Electricity: APTEL is proposed to have the powers of 
a High Court to deal with wilful disobedience of persons and entities under the Contempt of Courts Act, 
1971. Additionally, any person can appeal the decisions of the Authority which is introduced by this 
Amendment in front of the APTEL. The numbers of members at the APTEL have also been proposed to be 
increased by the Amendment. 
 
Applicable to the whole of India: It is needless to mention, that in addition to the above mentioned broad 
themes that the Amendment seeks to cover, the Act shall now be applicable to the territory which was 
erstwhile exempted from the State of Jammu and Kashmir.  
 
Composition and powers of Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority: 

1. The Authority will be headed by a retired Judge of the High Court. 
2. It is proposed to be set-up with powers of the Civil Court. 
3. It will enforce performance of contracts related to purchase or sale or transmission of power between 

a generating, distribution or transmission companies. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Composition of the proposed Electricity Contract Enforcement Authority. 
2. Key functions of ECEA. 
3. How DISCOMS in the country function? 
4. What is the National Load Despatch Centre? 
5. Composition and functions of the Appellate Tribunal (APTEL). 
6. Key provisions of the draft. 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the key features and significance of Draft Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 2020. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/mamata-flays-draft-electricity-bill-seeks-opposition-
support/article31828145.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 

 Indian Gas Exchange launched in e-ceremony 
What is it? 
Indian Gas Exchange (IGX) is the first nationwide online delivery-based gas trading platform. 

¶ IGX will be a delivery-based trading platform for delivery of natural Gas. 

¶ Incorporated as a wholly owned subsidiary of the IEX - LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ 
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¶ The platform is fully automated with web-based interface to provide seamless trading experience to 
the customers. 

 
How will this exchange work? 
The IGX is a digital trading platform that will allow buyers and sellers of natural gas to trade both in the spot 
market and in the forward market for imported natural gas across three hubs τDahej and Hazira in Gujarat, 
and Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh. 
Imported Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) will be re-gassified and sold to buyers through the exchange, removing 
the requirement for buyers and sellers to find each other. 
The exchange also allows much shorter contracts ς for delivery on the next day, and up to a month ς while 
ordinarily contracts for natural gas supply are as long as six months to a year. 
 
Will domestically produced natural gas also be bought and sold on the exchange? 
No. The price of domestically produced natural gas is decided by the government. It will not be sold on the gas 
exchange. 
 
Why this was necessary? 
Domestic production of gas has been falling over the past two fiscals as current sources of natural gas have 
become less productive. 
Domestically produced natural gas currently accounts for less than halŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ 
consumption; imported LNG accounts for the other half. 
LNG imports are set to become a larger proportion of domestic gas consumption as India moves to increase 
the proportion of natural gas in the energy basket from 6.2% in 2018 to 15% by 2030. 
 
Benefits: 
This will help the nation move towards free market pricing of natural gas. 
The exchange is expected to facilitate transparent price discovery in natural gas, and facilitate the growth of 
the share of natural gas in LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ōŀǎƪŜǘΦ 
 
About Natural Gas: 
It is the cleanest fossil fuels among 
the available fossil fuels. 
It is used as a feedstock in the 
manufacture of fertilizers, plastics 
and other commercially important 
organic chemicals as well as used as a 
fuel for electricity generation, heating 
purpose in industrial and commercial 
units. 
It is also used for cooking in domestic 
households and a transportation fuel 
for vehicles. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is traded on IGX? 
2. What is IEX? 
3. What is Natural Gas? 
4. Where is it used? 
5. Why it is called a clean fuel? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of Indian Gas Exchange. 
Sources: pib. 
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Topics: Investment models. 

 Social stock exchanges 
Context: A working group constituted by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on social stock 
exchanges has submitted its recommendations. 
 
Terms of reference of the panel: 
The panel was set up by Sebi in September 2019 under the Chairmanship of Ishaat Hussain, Director at SBI 
Foundation and former Finance Director at Tata Sons, to suggest possible structures and regulations for 
creating SSE to facilitate listing and fund-raising by social enterprises as well as voluntary organisations. 
 
Background: 
The idea of a social stock exchange (SSE) for listing of social enterprise and voluntary organisations was 
mooted by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman while presenting the Union Budget 2019-20. 
 
Key recommendations: 

1. Allow direct listing of non-profit organisations through the issuance of bonds and a range of funding 
mechanisms. 

2. Funding mechanisms suggested include some of the existing mechanisms such as Social Venture Funds 
(SVFs) under the Alternative Investment Funds. 

3. A new minimum reporting standard has also been proposed for organisations which would raise funds 
under social stock exchanges (SSE). 

4. Profit social enterprises can also list on SSE with enhanced reporting requirement. To encourage, 
giving culture some tax incentives have also been suggested. 

 
What is social stock exchange (SSE)? 
It a novel concept in India and such a bourse is meant to serve private and non-profit sector providers by 
channelling greater capital to them. 
As per the proposal, SSE can be housed within the existing stock exchange such as the BSE and/or National 
Stock Exchange (NSE). 
This will help the SSE leverage the existing infrastructure and client relationships of the exchanges to onboard 
investors, donors, and social enterprises (for-profit and non-profit). 
 
Significance: 
With this, Social welfare enterprises and non-profits could soon get to raise so-called social capital on a 
transparent electronic platform, aiding the process of rebuilding livelihoods ravaged by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
These recommendations, if implemented as a package, can result in a vibrant and supportive ecosystem, 
enabling the non-profit sector to realise its full potential for creating social impact. 
 
Need for social capital: 
India will need a significant amount of patient capital to repair and rebuild those livelihoods, which are the 
bedrock of her economy. Conventional capital that prioritises financial returns will not be able to carry such a 
burden all by itself. 
Social capital, on the other hand, is more suited for this role. It is not only patient but its goal is precisely to 
support and fortify social structures that are in danger of collapsing because of COVID-19. 
 
What is a social enterprise? 
A social enterprise is a revenue-generating business. Its primary objective is to achieve a social objective, for 
example, providing healthcare or clean energy. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎes look and 
operate like traditional businesses. The only catch is that the profit these entities generate is not necessarily 
used for payouts to stakeholders, but reinvested into their social programmes. 
 
Global examples: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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UK: The Social Stock Exchange in London functions more as a directory connecting social enterprises and 
potential investors. 
Kenya: The Kenya Social Investment Exchange, connects vetted social enterprises with impact investors, both 
foreign and domestic. 
Canada: Backed by the Ontario government, the SVX is an online platform that allows investments in Canadian 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ άŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘέΦ 
Singapore: The Impact Investment Exchange runs a social stock exchange in partnership with the Stock 
Exchange of Mauritius, which is open to limited accredited investors who want to invest. 
 
InstaLinks: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is a social enterprise? 
2. What is SSE? 
3. What is social capital? 
4. SEBI- key functions. 

Mains Link: 
India will need a significant amount of social capital to repair and rebuild those livelihoods, which are the 
bedrock of her economy. Discuss. 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GJN7FF0GG.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 
everyday life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 
and developing new technology.  

 LiDAR- Light Detection and Ranging 
Context: Archaeologists are using LiDAR data to continue their researches amid global pandemic. 
In this method, they make high-resolution maps using laser light. 
 
What is LiDAR? 
It is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable 
distances) to the Earth. 
These light pulsesτcombined with other data recorded by the airborne systemτ generate precise, three-
dimensional information about the shape of the Earth and its surface characteristics. 
 
How it works? 
A lidar instrument principally consists of a laser, a 
scanner, and a specialized GPS receiver. 
Airplanes and helicopters are the most commonly used 
platforms for acquiring lidar data over broad areas.  
LiDAR follows a simple principle τ throw laser light at an 
object on the earth surface and calculate the time it 
takes to return to the LiDAR source. Given the speed at 
which the light travels (approximately 186,000 miles per 
second), the process of measuring the exact distance 
through LiDAR appears to be incredibly fast.  
 
Challenges with LiDAR: 

¶ /ŀƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻƎΣ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ Řǳǎǘȅ 
weather.  

¶ Struggles to detect a glass wall or door, which is why smartphone manufacturers and self-driving cars 
makers use LiDAR along with secondary cameras and sensors. 

 
InstaLinks: 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GJN7FF0GG.1&imageview=0
https://youtu.be/EYbhNSUnIdU
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/geodesy/gps/

































































































































