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DAY - 15

1. Consider the following statements regarding Consumer Protection Act,
2019

1. It replaces the consumer protection act, 1986.

2. Consumer Protection Councils will be established at the district,
state and national levels to render advice on consumer protection.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Consumer protection Act, 2019 would replace the Consumer Protection Act,
1986. It is not an amendment to the 1986 law, but a new consumer protection
law and the act defines consumer rights

Central Consumer Protection Authority will be set up to promote, protect
and enforce consumer rights. It can issue safety notices for goods and
services, order refunds, recall goods and rule against misleading
advertisements.

The CCPA will have an investigation wing. Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commissions will be set up at the District, State and National levels for
adjudicating consumer complaints + Consumer Protection Councils will be
established at the district, state and national levels to render advise on
consumer protection

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com /wealth /spend /heres-how-
consumers-will-benefit-under-the-new-consumer-protection-
act/articleshow/70711304.cms?from=mdr

2. Which of the following country is not a member of G-4 group?
(a) India
(b) South Korea

(c) Germany
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(d) Japan

Solution: B

The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four
countries which support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the United
Nations Security Council.

Unlike the G7, where the common denominator is the economy and long-term
political motives, the G4’s primary aim is the permanent member seats on the
Security Council. Each of these four countries have figured among the elected
non-permanent members of the council since the UN’s establishment.

3. Consider the following statements regarding India’s Nuclear Doctrine

1. Nuclear programme of India was initiated in the late 1940s under the
guidance of Homi J. Bhabha.

2. Nuclear weapons will only be used in retaliation against a nuclear
attack on the Indian Territory or on Indian forces anywhere.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Nuclear programme of India was initiated in the late 1940s under the
guidance of Homi J. Bhabha.

India’s Nuclear Doctrine: In 2003 India’s official nuclear doctrine was
released. It spelled out two of the contingencies under which nuclear weapons
were to be used.

The Indian doctrine also stated that it will not use nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear-powered states, and would strictly control the export of such
materials and technologies.

The onus of authorising retaliatory attacks was placed on the civilian political
leadership, led by the Prime Minister.

www.insightsonindia.com 2 INSIGHTS IAS
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India needs to build and maintain a Credible Minimum Deterrent. This
includes;

(i). Sufficient and survivable nuclear forces to inflict unacceptable damage to
the enemy.

(ii). Nuclear Forces must be operationally prepared at all times.
(iii). Effective Intelligence and Early Warning Capabilities.

(iv). Communication of Deterrence Capability to the enemy.

4. Consider the following statements regarding Amazon Fund

1. It is a REDD+ mechanism created to raise donations for non-
reimbursable investments in efforts to prevent, monitor and combat
deforestation

2. It is managed by World Bank.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

The Amazon Fund is a REDD+ mechanism created to raise donations for
non-reimbursable investments in efforts to prevent, monitor and combat
deforestation, as well as to promote the preservation and sustainable use in
the Brazilian Amazon.

MANAGEMENT

The Amazon Fund is managed by BNDES, the Brazilian Development Bank,
which is responsible for raising and investing funds, monitoring the projects
supported, rendering accounts and communicating results obtained.

The Amazon Fund has a Guidance Committee (COFA), responsible for
establishing guidelines and monitoring the results obtained; and a Technical
Committee (CTFA), that is in charge of certifying the calculations made by the
Ministry of Environment concerning the effective reductions of carbon
emissions from deforestation.

http:/ /www.amazonfund.gov.br/en/amazon-fund/
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5. Consider the following statements regarding Joint Forest Management
Committee (JFMC)

1. Itis an agency formed at a village level or a cluster of villages situated
adjacent to Reserved Forests.

2. JFMC is responsible for selecting the plant species to be planted in
the forest, suggesting physical and financial targets, conducting
awareness programs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Joint Forest Management Committee (JFMC) is an agency formed at a
village level or a cluster of villages situated adjacent to Reserved Forests
(RF) registered with the Territorial Divisional Forest Office.

JFMC is responsible for selecting the plant species to be planted in the forest,
suggesting physical and financial targets, conducting awareness programs.
The JFMC objectives are to ensure sustainable management of forest
resources, to improve forest cover via afforestation, to restore degraded forest
land, to promote conservation awareness through environmental education,
restore watershed capability in catchment areas and to assure employment
opportunities to the tribal communities.

DAY - 16

6. Consider the following statements regarding the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA):

1. It is non statutory body set by the executive decision.

2. It is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and guidelines for
Disaster Management to ensure timely and effective response to
disasters.

3. It is governed by nine member board chaired by Home Minister.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

www.insightsonindia.com 4 INSIGHTS IAS
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(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: B

On 23 December 2005, the Government of India enacted the Disaster
Management Act, which envisaged the creation of National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), headed by the Prime Minister, and State
Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) headed by respective Chief
Ministers, to spearhead and implement a holistic and integrated approach to
Disaster Management in India.

NDMA, as the apex body, is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and
guidelines for Disaster Management to ensure timely and effective response
to disasters. Towards this, it has the following responsibilities:-

1.
2.
3.

10.

Lay down policies on disaster management ;
Approve the National Plan;

Approve plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the
Government of India in accordance with the National Plan;

Lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up
the State Plan;

Lay down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries or
Departments of the Government of India for the Purpose of integrating the
measures for prevention of disaster or the mitigation of its effects in their
development plans and projects;

Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans
for disaster management;

Recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation;

Provide such support to other countries affected by major disasters as
may be determined by the Central Government;

Take such other measures for the prevention of disaster, or the mitigation,
or preparedness and capacity building for dealing with threatening
disaster situations or disasters as it may consider necessary;

Lay down broad policies and guidelines for the functioning of the
National Institute of Disaster Management.

https://ndma.gov.in/en/about-ndma/roles-responsibilities.html
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7. Consider the following statements regarding the Cholera disease:
1. It is an acute diarrhoeal infection.

2. Up to 80% of cases can be successfully treated with oral rehydration
solution (ORS).

3. A global strategy on cholera control with a target to reduce cholera
deaths by 90% was launched in 2017

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1.2 and 3

Solution: D

Cholera is an acute diarrhoeal infection caused by ingestion of food or water
contaminated with the bacterium Vibrio cholerae. Cholera remains a global
threat to public health and an indicator of inequity and lack of social
development.

Key facts

e Cholera is an acute diarrhoeal disease that can kill within hours if left
untreated.

e Researchers have estimated that each year there are 1.3 million to 4.0
million cases of cholera, and 21 000 to 143 000 deaths worldwide due to
cholera.

e Up to 80% of cases can be successfully treated with oral rehydration
solution (ORS).

e Severe cases will need rapid treatment with intravenous fluids and
antibiotics.

e Provision of safe water and sanitation is critical to control the
transmission of cholera and other waterborne diseases.

e Safe oral cholera vaccines should be used in conjunction with
improvements in water and sanitation to control cholera outbreaks and
for prevention in areas known to be high risk for cholera.

e A global strategy on cholera control with a target to reduce cholera deaths
by 90% was launched in 2017.
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https:/ /www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/cholera-bacteria-have-
become-highly-drug-resistant/article29309292.ece

https:/ /www.who.int/news-room /fact-sheets/detail/cholera

8. Consider the following statements regarding the filter-based kits
developed for Tuberculosis (TB):

1. The TB Detect kit is for detection of drug-resistance using LED
fluorescence microscopy.

2. TB Concentration & Transport, and the TB DNA Extraction kits
together are for diagnosis.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

India has the highest burden of Tuberculosis (TB) and multidrug-resistant
TB (MDR-TB) worldwide. Innovative technology is the need of the hour to
identify these cases that remain either undiagnosed or inadequately
diagnosed due to the unavailability of appropriate tools at primary healthcare
settings.

To address the TB diagnostic challenges, three cost-effective kits that improve
the sensitivity of smear microscopy, enable transport of sputum samples at
ambient temperature without using bio-safe containers, and extract DNA for
diagnosing drug-resistant TB.

The three kits are — TB Detect, TB Concentration & Transport, and TB DNA
Extraction.

These kits enable bio-safe equipment-free concentration of sputum on filters
and improved fluorescence microscopy at primary healthcare centres,
ambient temperature transport of dried inactivated sputum filters to central
laboratories and molecular detection of drug resistance by PCR and DNA
sequencing (Mol-DST).

The TB Detect kit is for diagnosis using LED fluorescence microscopy, while
the TB Concentration & Transport, and the TB DNA Extraction kits
together are for detection of drug-resistance.

www.insightsonindia.com 7 INSIGHTS IAS
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https:/ /www.thehindu.com/sci-tech /health /filter-based-kits-developed-for-
tb-diagnosis-drug-resistance-testing/article29309401.ece

https:/ /www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmec/articles/PMC6692035/

9. Consider the following statements regarding the Mid-Day Meal Scheme:
1. It is covered by the National Food Security Act, 2013.
2. It is a central sector scheme.

3. It covers children studying in Classes I to XII of Government,
Government — aided schools, Special Training centres (STC) and
Madarasas and Maktabs.

Which of the statement given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

Mid Day Meal in schools has had a long history in India. In 1925, a Mid Day
Meal Programme was introduced for disadvantaged children in Madras
Municipal Corporation. By the mid 1980s three States viz. Gujarat, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu and the UT of Pondicherry had universalized a cooked Mid
Day Meal Programme with their own resources for children studying at the
primary stage. By 1990-91 the number of States implementing the mid day.

Objective of the Mid Day Meal scheme is to enhance the enrollment, retention
and attendance and simultaneously improve nutritional levels among school
going children studying in Classes I to VIII of Government, Government —
aided schools, Special Training centres (STC) and Madarasas and Maktabs
supported under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.

It was started in 1995 as National Programme of Nutritional Support to
Primary Education. The Midday Meal Scheme is covered by the National
Food Security Act, 2013. Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), is a Centrally-
Sponsored Scheme

10. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Samudrayaan’ project:

1. It is a pilot project of the Ministry of Shipping.
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2. It proposes to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle
for ocean studies.

3. The project has been undertaken by the National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT).

Which of the statement given above is/are correct?
(@) 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 2 only

Solution: C

India to undertake deep ocean mining with ‘Samudrayaan’ project.
About Samudrayaan:

It is a pilot project of the Ministry of Earth Sciences for deep ocean mining
for rare minerals.

It proposes to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle for ocean
studies.

The project is expected to become a reality by 2021-22.

The project has been undertaken by the National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT).

Significance:

If the ‘Samudrayaan’ project is successful, India will join the league of
developed nations in the exploration of minerals from oceans.

India could be the first developing country to undertake such a project.

https:/ /www.livemint.com/news/india/india-to-join-developed-nations-in-
ocean-studies-with-samudravaan-project-1567353695501.html

11. Consider the following statements regarding the Periyar River:
1. It is the longest river in the state of Kerala.
2. The Idukki Dam has been constructed on the river.
3. The river flows into Vembanad lake.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

The Periyar River is the longest river in the state of Kerala, India, with a
length of 244 km. The Periyar is known as The lifeline of Kerala; it is one of
the few perennial rivers in the region and provides drinking water for several
major towns. The Idukki Dam on the Periyar generates a significant
proportion of Kerala’s electrical power. It flows north through Periyar National
Park into Periyar Lake, a 55 km? artificial reservoir created in 1895 by the
construction of a dam across the river. Water is diverted from the lake into
the Vaigai River in Tamil Nadu via a tunnel through the Western Ghats. From
the lake, the river flows northwest through the village of Neeleswaram into
Vembanad Lake and out to the Arabian Sea coast. Its largest tributaries are
the Muthirapuzha River, the Mullayar River, the Cheruthoni River, the
Perinjankutti River and the Edamala River. Through the Periyar Lake dam
and tunnel, the river serves as the major water source for five drought-prone
districts in the state of Tamil Nadu, including Theni, Madurai and
Ramanathapuram.

http:/ /www.kerenvis.nic.in/Database/Perivar 1822.aspx

12. Who among the following is the ex-officio President of the Indian Council
of World Affairs (ICWA)?

(a) President of India
(b) Vice President of India
(c) Prime Minister of India

(d) The Minister of External Affairs, India

Solution: B

The Indian Council of World Affairs was established in 1943 by a group of
Indian intellectuals as a think tank. It was registered as a non-official, non-
political and non-profit organisation under the Registration of Societies
Act 1860. By an Act of Parliament in 2001, the Indian Council of World
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Affairs has been declared an institution of national importance. The Vice
President of India is the ex-officio President of ICWA.

It is devoted exclusively for the study of international relations and foreign
affairs. Historic international conferences like ‘Asian Relations Conference’
in 1947 under the leadership of freedom fighter Sarojini Naidu and ‘United
Nations and the New World Order’ in 1994 have been held by this think
tank in which world renowned dignitaries addressed huge gatherings of
intellectuals. Scores of conferences, meetings and panel discussions have
been organised by the Council in its elegant building called “Sapru House”.

The first Prime Minister of independent India, late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
the architect of India’s foreign policy, was a regular visitor to Sapru House to
confer with noted scholars, intellectuals and academics.

https:/ /www.icwa.in /WriteReadData/RTF1984/1568184672.pdf

13. Ratapani Tiger Reserve, sometime seen in the news, is located in
(a) Maharashtra
(b) Gujarat
(c) Odisha
(d) Madhya Pradesh

Solution: D

The Ratapani Tiger Reserve, located in the Raisen district of Madhya
Pradesh, in Vindhya Range in central India, is one of the finest teak forests
in the state and is less than 50 km. away from the capital Bhopal. It has been
a wildlife sanctuary since 1976.

14. Consider the following statements regarding Lead Bank scheme

1. It envisages assignment of lead roles to individual banks for the
districts allotted to them.

2. All the districts in the country have lead bank.

3. It aims to develop co-operation amongst financial and non-financial
institutions in the district.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 3 only
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(b) 1 and 2 only
(¢)1,2and 3
(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: C

The Lead Bank Scheme, introduced towards the end of 1969, envisages
assignment of lead roles to individual banks (both in public sector and private
sector) for the districts allotted to them. A bank having a relatively large
network of branches in the rural areas of a given district and endowed with
adequate financial and manpower resources has generally been entrusted
with the lead responsibility for that district.

Accordingly, all the districts in the country have been allotted to various
banks. The lead bank acts as a leader for coordinating the efforts of all credit
institutions in the allotted districts to increase the flow of credit to agriculture,
small-scale industries and other economic activities included in the priority
sector in the rural and semi-urban areas, with the district being the basic
unit in terms of geographical area.

Objectives of The Lead Bank Scheme:

e To identify unbanked and underbanked centres in districts and to
evaluate their physiographic, agro climatic end Socio-economic conditions
through economic survey.

e To help in removing regional imbalances through appropriate credit
deployment;

¢ To extend banking facilities to unbanked areas;

e To estimate credit gaps in various sectors of an economy of a district and
prepare a credit plan accordingly.

e To identify economically viable and technically feasible schemes.
e To effect structural and procedural changes in banking sector.

e To develop co-operation amongst financial and non-financial institutions,
in overall development of the districts.

e To serve as a clearing house for discussions of problems arising out of
financing priority sectors.

15. Astana consensus, sometimes seen in the news, is related to

(a) Resolution of conflict between India and China
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(b) Resolution of conflict between Afghanistan and Pakistan
(c) Resolution of conflict between US and Iran

(d) None of the above

Solution: A

Astana consensus states that “differences between India and China should
be addressed in a manner that they don’t become disputes”

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-voice-differences-
over-kashmir-but-decide-to-rebuild-bridges/article29039588.ece

16. Consider the following statements regarding “Developing Country” status
in WTO

1. A country with developing country status can seek temporary
exception from the commitments under various multilateral trade
agreements ratified by the WTO

2. Exports by developing countries are exempted from import duties in
developed countries

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

The “developing country” status allows a member ofthe WTO to seek
temporary exception from the commitments under various multilateral
trade agreements ratified by the organisation.

Developing countries such as India and China can seek to delay the
implementation of these WTO agreements owing to their disadvantaged
economic status.

They can continue to impose tariffs and quotas on goods and services in
order to limit imports and promote domestic producers who may otherwise be
affected adversely by imports that are lower in price or better in quality.
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However, Exports by developing countries are not exempted from import
duties in developed countries

17. Consider the following statements regarding Wanchuwa Festival.
1. Apatani tribesmen take part in this festival
2. It is largely celebrated in Karbi Anglong district of Assam.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Tiwa tribe:

Tiwa also known as Lalung is indigenous community inhabiting the states of
Assam and Meghalaya and are also found in some parts of Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur. They are recognized as a Scheduled tribe within the
state of Assam. But they still do not benefit the ST status in the state of
Meghalaya.

Wanchuwa festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen to mark their good
harvest. Tiwa tribesmen take part in a dance during the Wanchuwa festival
in Karbi Anglong district of Assam. Wanchuwa is one of the most important
festivals of the Tiwa tribal community.

https:/ /www.thehindubusinessline.com/specials /india-interior/may-we-
have-a-bountiful-harvest/article27164719.ece#

18. Consider the following statements regarding Credit Guarantee Fund
Scheme for Micro and Small Enterprises

1. It provides collateral-free credit to the micro and small enterprise
sector.

2. The guarantee cover available under the scheme is to the extent of
maximum 85% of the sanctioned amount of the credit facility

3. Under this scheme, foreign banks are not eligible to disperse the
loans to MSME
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: A

The Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme for Micro and Small Enterprises
(CGS) was launched by the Government of India (Gol) to make available
collateral-free credit to the micro and small enterprise sector. Both the
existing and the new enterprises are eligible to be covered under the scheme.

The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Gol and Small
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), established a Trust named
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) to
implement the Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme for Micro and Small
Enterprises.

The Banks / Financial Institutions, which are eligible under the scheme, are
scheduled commercial banks (Public Sector Banks/Private Sector
Banks/Foreign Banks) and select Regional Rural Banks (which have been
classified under ‘Sustainable Viable’ category by NABARD). As on May 31,
2016, there were 133 eligible Lending Institutions registered as MLIs of the
Trust, comprising of 26 Public Sector Banks, 21 Private Sector Banks, 73
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), 4 Foreign Banks

The guarantee cover available under the scheme is to the extent of maximum
85% of the sanctioned amount of the credit facility.

https:/ /www.startupindia.gov.in/content/sih/en/government-
schemes/cgtsme.html

19. Consider the following statements regarding Hoolock Gibbon
1. It is an endangered species.
2. It is the only ape species found in India.
3. They are restricted to southern banks of Brahmaputra
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
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(c) 2 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: B

Hoolock gibbon are endangered species. They are the only ape found in
India.

Hoolock gibbons are native to eastern Bangladesh, Northeast India and
Southwest China. In northeast India, the hoolock is found south of
Brahmaputra as well on the North Bank areas and east of the Dibang Rivers

https:/ /indianexpress.com/article /north-east-india/arunachal-pradesh/in-
an-arunachal-pradesh-village-locals-are-helping-the-endangered-hoolock-
gibbon-swing-from-tree-to-tree-5765255/

20. Rock-cut cave at Pothuvachery is located in the state of:
(a) Karnataka
(b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Kerala
(d) Maharashtra

Solution: C

The State Archaeology Department in Kozhikode, Kerala has unearthed what
it calls a Megalithic era iron sword, a chisel and a few decorated pottery
from a rock-cut cave at Pothuvachery in Kannur district.

The 105-cm sword, said to be 2,500 years old, was found during a scientific
clearance at the historical site.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com /news/cities /kozhikode /megalithic-sword-
unearthed-from-rock-cut-cave/article29334448.ece

DAY - 17

21. Consider the following statements regarding the Eat Right Movement
1. It has been launched by Food Corporation of India
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2. It aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three
years.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Eat Right Movement:
It was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).

The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30%
in three years.

It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-
being by making the right food choices.

22. Consider the following statements regarding the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi

1. It covers all farmer families in the country irrespective of the size of
their land holdings.

2. It will provide direct income support at the rate of Rs. 6,000 per year.

3. The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with
Central Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: C
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Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi:

The scheme was started with a view to augment the income of the farmers by
providing income support to all farmers’ families across the country, to
enable them to take care of expenses related to agriculture and allied activities
as well as domestic needs.

Under the Scheme an amount of Rs.6000/- per year is transferred in three
monthly instalments of Rs.2000/- directly into the bank accounts of the
farmers, subject to certain exclusion criteria relating to higher income status.

The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the
State / UT Governments

The Scheme initially provided income support to all Small and Marginal
Farmers’ families across the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares.
Its ambit was later expanded w.e.f. 01.06.2019 to cover all farmer families in
the country irrespective of the size of their land holdings.

Affluent farmers have been excluded from the scheme such as Income Tax
payers in last assessment year, professionals like Doctors, Engineers,
Lawyers, Chartered Accountants etc, pensioners drawing at least Rs.10,000/-
per month (excluding MTS/Class IV/Group D employees) and All Institutional
Land holders.

23. Consider the following statements regarding One Stop Centre (OSC)
scheme

1. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
2. It has been launched by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

3. The scheme will support all women including girls below 18 years of
age affected by violence, irrespective of caste, class, religion, region,
sexual orientation or marital status.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A
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One Stop Centre (OSC) scheme - SAKHI

Popularly known as Sakhi, Ministry of Women and Child Development
(MWCD) has formulated this Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

It is a sub - scheme of Umbrella Scheme for National Mission for
Empowerment of women including Indira Gandhi Mattritav Sahyaog
Yojana.

Under the scheme, One Stop Centres are being established across the
country to provide integrated support and assistance under one roof to
women affected by violence, both in private and public spaces in phased
manner.

Target group: The OSC will support all women including girls below 18 years
of age affected by violence, irrespective of caste, class, religion, region,
sexual orientation or marital status.

The Scheme will be funded through Nirbhaya Fund. The Central Government
will provide 100% financial assistance to the State Government /UT
Administrations under the Scheme.

The Centres will be integrated with a Women Helpline to facilitate access to
following services:

e Emergency response and rescue services.
e Medical assistance.

e Assistance to women in lodging the FIR.
e Psycho- social support and counselling.

e Legal aid and counselling.

e Shelter

e Video conferencing facility.

24. Consider the following statements regarding Dadabhai Naoroji
1. He was the first Indian member of the British parliament
2. He became a member of the royal commission on Indian expenditure
3. He became Congress president twice
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
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(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

Dadabhai Naoroji

September 4, 2019 was the 194th birth anniversary of Dadabhai Naoroji, the
“Grand Old Man of India”’, who was among the first leaders who stirred
national consciousness in the country.

Born in 1825 at Navsari, in present-day Gujarat.
He was closely involved with the Indian National Congress in its early phase.
He served as the first Indian member of the British parliament.

His first agitation, in 1859, concerned recruitment to the Indian Civil
Service.

In 1865 and 1866, Naoroji helped found the London Indian Society and the
East India Association The two organisations sought to bring nationalist
Indians and sympathetic Britons on one platform.

As the secretary of the East India Association, Naoroji travelled in India to
gather funds and raise national awareness.

In 1885, Naoroji became a vice-president of the Bombay Presidency
Association, was nominated to the Bombay legislative council by Governor
Lord Reay, and helped form the Indian National Congress.

He was Congress president thrice, in 1886, 1893, and 1906.

In 1893, he helped form an Indian parliamentary committee to attend to
Indian interests.

In 1895, he became a member of the royal commission on Indian
expenditure.

Dadabhai Naoroji was among the key proponents of the ‘Drain Theory’,
disseminating it in his 1901 book ‘Poverty and Un-British Rule in India’.

25. The Global Liveability Index has been released by
(a) World Economic Forum
(b) International Monetary Fund
(c) International Institute for Management Development

(d) The Economist Intelligence Unit
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Solution: D

Global Liveability Index

The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released the Global Liveability
Index 2019.

The index ranks 140 global cities based on their living conditions.

Significance: The liveability index quantifies the challenges that might be
presented to an individual’s lifestyle in 140 cities worldwide, and assesses
which locations provide the best living conditions.

The list is topped by Vienna (Austria) for the second consecutive year.

The survey rates cities worldwide based on 30 qualitative and quantitative
criteria, which fall into five general categories:

1. Stability
Health care.
Culture and environment.

Education

a kLN

Infrastructure

26. Consider the following statements regarding Governor
1. The same person can be the Governor of two or more states.
2. There is no provision of impeachment for Governor

3. Both Governors and lieutenant-governors are appointed by the
president

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D
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Governors of States in India:

Governor is the nominal head of a state, unlike the Chief Minister who is
the real head of a state in India.

According to an amendment in the Constitution of India (7th Constitutional
Amendment Act), brought about in 1956, the same person can be the
Governor of two or more states.

Appointment and removal:

The governors and lieutenant-governors are appointed by the president
for a term of 5 years.

The term of governor’s office is normally S years but it can be terminated
earlier by: Dismissal by the president on the advice of the prime minister
of the country, at whose pleasure the governor holds office or Resignation
by the governor. Thus, the term is subject to pleasure of the president.

There is no provision of impeachment, as it happens for the president.

Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify eligibility
requirements for the post of governor.

Powers:

Like the President of India, the Governor of any state in India is vested
with certain executive, legislative and judicial powers.

He or she also possesses certain discretionary or emergency powers.

But one major difference in the powers enjoyed by the President and those
enjoyed by the Governor is, the Governor does not have any diplomatic
or military powers.

Some discretionary powers are as follows:

Governor can dissolve the legislative assembly if the chief minister advices
him to do following a vote of no confidence. Following which, it is up to
the Governor what he/ she would like to do.

Governor, on his/ her discretion can recommend the president about the
failure of the constitutional machinery in the state.

On his/ her discretion, the Governor can reserve a bill passed by the state
legislature for president’s assent.

If there is no political party with a clear-cut majority in the assembly,
Governor on his/ her discretion can appoint anybody as chief minister.

Governor determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District
Council as royalty accruing from licenses for mineral exploration.
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e Governor can seek information from the chief minister with regard to the
administrative and legislative matters of the state.

e Governor has discretion to refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the
state legislature.

27. Pulikkali is a recreational folk art from the state of
(a) Assam
(b) Manipur
(c) Karnataka

(d) Kerala

Solution: D

Pulikali:

Also known as Tiger Dance, it is a folk art of Kerala, performed on the fourth
day of Onam festival.

Artists wear a tiger mask, paint their bodies like tigers and dance to the
rhythm of traditional percussion instruments such as thakil, udukku and
chenda.

28. Consider the following statements regarding Project REPLAN (Reducing
Plastic in Nature)

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change.

2. It aims to make carry bags by mixing processed and treated plastic
waste with cotton fibre rags.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B
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Project REPLAN (Reducing PLastic in Nature):
e Launched by Khadi and Village Industries Commaission (KVIC).

e [t aims to make carry bags by mixing processed and treated plastic waste
with cotton fibre rags in the ratio 20:80.

e The made paper is found to have good strength and durability.

e It can be used to make paper bags, fine tissues and other paper-based
items.

29. Indian Bullfrog, sometime seen in the news, is a
(a) Invasive species widely found in Andaman Islands.
(b) Rare species specifically found in Western Ghats.
(c) Exotic species being introduced in Sikkim Himalayas

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct.

Solution: A

The Indian bull frog, a recent arrival from the mainland, is steadily
occupying the Andaman Islands’ ecosystem and threatening the local
economy.

Barely 10 cm long, this particular specimen is small. But the larger ones
weigh at least half a kilo. The golden stripe on their backs and the glitter
around their throats shine in the diffused light of a mobile phone.

Less than two feet from the centipede-eater sits another frog. Next to that, one
more, and another, and another scores of frogs in varied sizes, basking in the
warmth of the asphalt. Every now and then, one of them leaps toward the
murky waters of the paddy fields.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/news /national/the-andamans-new-
colonisers/article24659652.ece

30. Consider the following statements regarding Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC)

1. APEC ensures that goods, services, investment and people move
easily across borders.

2. APEC operates as a cooperative, multilateral economic and trade
forum.
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3. There are no binding commitments or treaty obligations in APEC
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a regional economic
forum established in 1989 to leverage the growing interdependence of the
Asia-Pacific. APEC’s 21 members aim to create greater prosperity for the
people of the region by promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative
and secure growth and by accelerating regional economic integration.

APEC ensures that goods, services, investment and people move easily across
borders. Members facilitate this trade through faster customs procedures at
borders; more favorable business climates behind the border; and aligning
regulations and standards across the region. For example, APEC’s initiatives
to synchronize regulatory systems is a key step to integrating the Asia-Pacific
economy. A product can be more easily exported with just one set of common
standards across all economies.

APEC operates as a cooperative, multilateral economic and trade forum.
Member economies participate on the basis of open dialogue and respect for
views of all participants. In APEC, all economies have an equal say and
decision-making is reached by consensus. There are no binding commitments
or treaty obligations. Commitments are undertaken on a voluntary basis and
capacity building projects help members implement APEC initiatives.

https:/ /www.apec.org/About-Us/About-APEC

31. Energy Efficiency Readiness, sometime seen in the news, is released by
(a) World Economic Forum
(b) International Energy Agency
(c) World Bank
(d) OECD

Solution: C
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The World Bank has ranked Andhra Pradesh as the best state in the country
in implementation of energy efficiency and conservation programmes.

With an overall score of 42.01, AP has emerged on top followed by Rajasthan
with 41.89, Karnataka 39.34 and Maharashtra 39.29 in Energy Efficiency
Readiness, a release from the State Energy Conservation Mission said.

Kerala, Gujarat, NCT Delhi, Punjab, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh are the other
states in the top ten ranking in that order.

Andhra Pradesh achieved an energy saving of 1,500 million units in two years
through use of LED lighting.

32. Consider the following statements regarding Anti-Retroviral Therapy
(ART)

1. It consists of the combination of at least three antiretroviral (ARV)
drugs to maximally suppress the HIV virus and

2. It increases the number of CD4 cells to improve immune system
function.

3. It decreases the number of virus cells present in the body.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

Standard antiretroviral therapy (ART) consists of the combination of at
least three antiretroviral (ARV) drugs to maximally suppress the HIV virus
and stop the progression of HIV disease. Huge reductions have been seen in
rates of death and suffering when use is made of a potent ARV regimen,
particularly in early stages of the disease.

Antiretroviral therapy has the following positive effects on HIV:
e stops it from multiplying in the blood
e reduces viral load, which is the number of HIV copies in the blood

e increases the number of CD4 cells, which are immune cells that HIV
targets, to improve immune system function
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e slows down and prevents the development of stage 3 HIV, or AIDS
e prevents transmission
e reduces the severity of complications and increases survival rates

e keeps virus counts low in the blood

https:/ /www.who.int/hiv/topics /treatment/art/en/

33. ‘Triple E strategy’, sometime seen in the news, is related to
(a) Digital Connectivity to rural India
(b) Cyber Security
(c) Food and Nutrition

(d) Management of border areas

Solution: C

It is well known that the consumption of Used Cooking Oil poses
adverse health effects. In the interest of safeguarding public health, the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has notified the
Food Safety and Standards (Licensing and Registration of Food
Businesses), First Amendment Regulation, 2017.

These regulations prescribe the limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC)
to be maximum 25% beyond which the Cooking Oil is not suitable for
use. From 1st July, 2018 onwards, all Food Business Operators (FBOs) are
required to monitor the quality of oil during frying by complying with the said
regulations.

At present, Used Cooking Oil is either not discarded at all or disposed
of in an environmentally hazardous manner choking drains and sewerage
systems. Also, Used Cooking Oil from organised Food Business Operators
reportedly finds its way to small restaurants / dhabas and road-side
vendors. Given that Used Cooking Oil is a potential feedstock for
biodiesel, its use for making biodiesel will be environmentally safe and
prevent diversion of used cooking oil. Annually, about 23 million MT
Cooking Vegetable Oil is consumed in India.

There is potential to recover and use about 3 million MT of this for production
of bio-diesel. Effective implementation of Used Cooking Oil standards
and its disposal requires a ‘Triple E Strategy’ and a coordinated effort.
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First ‘E’ in the ‘Triple E Strategy’ is ‘Education’ i.e, educating both the
consumers and food businesses about public health consequences of
spoiled ‘Used Cooking Oil’. Second ‘E’ is ‘Enforcement’, particularly amongst
large food processing plants, restaurants and fast-food joints that are
frying food in large quantities; and third ‘E’ is developing an ‘Ecosystem’ for
collection of Used Cooking Oil and producing biodiesel from it.

https:/ /fssai.gov.in/ruco/background-note.php

34. World’s largest 3D-printed reef, sometimes seen in the news, is installed
in
(a) Mauritius
(b) South Africa

(c) Australia

(d) None

Solution: D

World’s largest 3D-printed reef, reef structure is cast in ceramic, an inert
material similar to the calcium carbonate found in coral reefs. Live coral was
then transplanted within the artificial reef, where it will grow and colonize the
structure.

It was installed in Maldives.

35. Consider the following statements regarding Telecom Research and
Development Fund (TRDF) recommended by TRAI

1. It is non-lapsable fund created under the Ministry of Finance

2. It aims to provide telecom connection to unconnected and remote
villages

3. Universal Service Obligation Fund will be merged with TRDF
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) None
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Solution: D

The Telecom Regulatory Autority of India (TRAI) on Friday pitched for the
creation of a Telecom Research and Development Fund (TRDF) with an
initial corpus of Rs 1,000 crore to promote the indigenous telecom equipment
manufacturing sector.

“For promoting research, innovation, standardisation, design, testing,
certification and manufacturing indigenous telecom equipment, TRDF, with
initial corpus of Rs 1,000 crore, should be created,” TRAI said in a
recommendation report released on Friday.

“Subsequently, setting up of Telecom Entrepreneurship Promotion Fund
(TEPF) and Telecom Manufacturing Promotion Fund (TMPF) should also be
considered.”

There is no plan in merging with USOF and it doesn’t come under Ministry of
Finance.

https:/ /www.business-standard.com/article /news-ians/trai-recommends-
creation-of-fund-for-telecom-r-d-118080301500 1.html

DAY - 18

36. Consider the following statement regarding Market Intervention Scheme
1. It is for procurement of perishable and horticultural commodities

2. The Scheme is implemented when there is at least 10% increase in
production or 10% decrease in the ruling rates over the previous
normal year.

3. Ministry of Finance is implementing the scheme.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A
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Market Intervention Price Scheme:

e Itis a price support mechanism implemented on the request of State
Governments.

e It is for procurement of perishable and horticultural commodities in the
event of a fall in market prices.

e The Scheme is implemented when there is at least 10% increase in
production or 10% decrease in the ruling rates over the previous
normal year.

e Its objective is to protect the growers of these horticultural/agricultural
commodities from making distress sale in the event of bumper crop during
the peak arrival period when prices fall to very low level.

e The Department of Agriculture & Cooperation is implementing the
scheme.

* The Market intervention scheme (MIS) is an ad-hoc scheme
under which are included horticultural commodities and
other agricultural commodities which are perishable in nature
and which are not covered under the minimum price support
scheme

* Government implements M.LS. for a particular commodity on
the request of a state Government concerned

* Losses suffered are shared on 50:50 basis between Central
Government and the State govt.

37. Consider the following statements regarding Advisory Board for Banking
Frauds

1. It has been constituted by RBI
2. It give inputs for policy formulation related to the fraud to the RBI.
3. It includes chairman and three other members

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

Advisory Board for Banking Frauds (ABBF)

The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has constituted an ‘Advisory
Board for Banking Frauds (ABBF)’ to examine bank fraud of over 350 crore
and recommend action.

Headquartered in Delhi, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will provide required
secretarial services, logistic and analytical support along with the necessary
funding to the board.

Composition:
Besides the chairman, the Board consists of three other members.

The tenure of the Chairman and members would be for a period of two years
from 21st August, 2019.

Functions:

The board’s jurisdiction would be confined to those cases involving the level
of officers of General Manager and above in the Public Sector Banks in respect
of an allegation of fraud in a borrowal account.

It would function as the first level of examination of all large fraud cases before
recommendations or references are made to the investigative agencies by the
respective public sector banks (PSBs).

Lenders would refer all large fraud cases above 350 crore to the board and on
receipt of its recommendation or advice, the bank concerned would take
further action in such matter.

The Central Bureau of Investigation may also refer any case or matter to the
board where it has any issue or difficulty or in technical matters with the PSB
concerned.

It would also periodically carry out frauds analysis in the financial system and
give inputs for policy formulation related to the fraud to the RBI.

38. Which of the followings are advantages of stubble burning?

1. It quickly clears the field and is the cheapest alternative.
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2. Kills weeds, including those resistant to herbicide.
3. Kills slugs and other pests.

4. Can reduce nitrogen tie-up.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(¢) 1, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1,2, 3 and 4

Solution: D

Stubble burning:

Stubble burning is a common practice followed by farmers to prepare fields
for sowing of wheat in November as there is little time left between the
harvesting of paddy and sowing of wheat.

Stubble burning results in emission of harmful gases such carbon diaoxide,
sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide along with particulate matter

Advantages of stubble burning:

e [t quickly clears the field and is the cheapest alternative.
e Kills weeds, including those resistant to herbicide.

e Kills slugs and other pests.

e Can reduce nitrogen tie-up.

Under a central government scheme for promoting agricultural mechanisation
for in-situ management of crop residue in North India between 2018-19 and
2019-20, an amount of 1,151.80 crore has been allocated. Within the first
year of implementation, the Happy Seeder/zero tillage technology was
adopted in 8 lakh hectares of land in these States.

39. Comnsider the following statements regarding One Nation-One Ration
Card scheme.

1. It provides universal access to PDS food grains for migrant workers.

2. For availing the benefits under the scheme, it is not mandatory to
link ration cards to Aadhaar.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

One Nation One Ration Card:

One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially
migrants can access PDS across the nation from any PDS shop of their own
choice.

Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under
the food security scheme when they shift from one place to another. It also
aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more than one ration card to
avail benefits from different states.

Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be
tied to any one PDS shop and reduce their dependence on shop owners and
curtail instances of corruption.

The poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidised rice and wheat from
any ration shop in the country but for that their ration cards must be linked
to Aadhaar.

Migrants would only be eligible for the subsidies supported by the Centre,
which include rice sold at Rs. 3/kg and wheat at Rs. 2/kg, It would not
include subsidies given by their respective state government in some other
state.

40. Consider the following statements regarding Khadi & Village Industries
Commission

1. It is a statutory body

2. It aims to provide employment in rural areas and create self-reliance
amongst people and building up a strong rural community spirit

3. It functions under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC):

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory body
established by an Act of Parliament (Khadi and Village Industries
Commission Act of 1956). In April 1957, it took over the work of former All
India Khadi and Village Industries Board.

Functions: It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, with regard to khadi and village industries within India,
which seeks to — “plan, promote, facilitate, organise and assist in the
establishment and development of khadi and village industries in the rural
areas in coordination with other agencies engaged in rural development
wherever necessary.”

The Commission has three main objectives which guide its functioning.
These are:

1. The Social Objective — Providing employment in rural areas.
2. The Economic Objective — Providing salable articles.

3. The Wider Objective — Creating self-reliance amongst people and building
up a strong rural community spirit.

41. Consider the following statements regarding Tenth Schedule
1. It was inserted in the Constitution by the 52rd Amendment Act

2. Independent candidate will not be disqualified if he joins a political
party after the election

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A
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10tk Schedule of the Constitution

The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd
Amendment Act.

It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on
grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a
petition by any other member of the House.

The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is
referred to the Chairman or the Speaker of such House, and his decision
is final.

The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.

Disqualification:

If a member of a house belonging to a political party:

Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or

Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his
political party. However, if the member has taken prior permission, or is
condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or abstention, the
member shall not be disqualified.

If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election.

If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a
member of the legislature.

Exceptions under the law:

Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in
certain circumstances. The law allows a party to merge with or into another
party provided that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in favour of the
merger. In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor
the ones who stay with the original party will face disqualification.

42. e-Course on Vulnerability Atlas of India has been launched by

(a) NITI Aayog

(b) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(c) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Solution: C
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e-Course on Vulnerability Atlas of India:

e It is offered by the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs in collaboration
with School of Planning & Architecture (SPA), New Delhi and Building
Materials & Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC).

e Features: It is a unique course that offers awareness and understanding
about natural hazards, helps identify regions with high vulnerability with
respect to various hazards (earthquakes, cyclones, landslides, floods, etc.)
and specifies district-wise level of damage risks to the existing housing
stock.

43. The Colistin is often seen in the news, is
(a) Cryptocurrency
(b) Invasive species
(c) Antibiotic
(d) Herbicide

Solution: C

Manufacture, sale and distribution of colistin and its formulations for food-
producing animals, poultry, aqua farming and animal feed supplements have
been prohibited in an order issued by Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare.

Colistin is a valuable, last-resort antibiotic that saves human lives in
critical care units.

Indiscriminate use of colistin has led to rise of anti-microbial resistance in
the country.

44. Consider the following statements regarding leather industry in India

1. Leather industry in India accounts for around 40% of the world’s
leather production of hides/skins.

2. Panchakula, Ambala and Mumbai are the prominent leather
production center in India

3. The major markets for Indian Leather & Leather Products is China
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
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(b) 1 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 only

Solution: D

The Leather industry in India accounts for around 12.9% of the world’s
leather production of hides/skins and handles a robust annual production of
about 3 bn sq. ft. of leather.

The country accounts for 9% of the world’s footwear production. The
industry is known for its consistency in high export earnings and it is among
the top ten foreign exchange earners for the country.

Leather Production Center

e Existing Production Center

e Proposed Mega Cluseters by
Goverment

== Current Movement of
Raw Materials

Current Movement of
Finished Goods

Map not

The major markets for Indian Leather & Leather Products are USA with a
share of 15.7%, Germany 11.6%, UK 10.5%, Italy 6.5%, France 5.7%, Spain
4.5%, UAE 3.9%, Netherlands 3.4%, Hong Kong 3.3%, China 2.6%, Poland
2.0%, and Belgium 2.0%.

45. Consider the following statements regarding General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA)

1. It is an agreement between India and USA.

2. It allows the sharing of classified information between US government
and Indian government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Industrial Security Annex (ISA) to the India U.S General Security of
Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) will provide a framework for
exchange and protection of classified military information between the U.S
and Indian defence industries.

Currently, under GSOMIA, such information is exchanged between the
Government authorities of the two countries but not between private parties.
It will enable greater industry-to-industry collaboration for co-production and
co-development in the defence sector, in line with the GOI’s objective of
promoting Make in India in the defence sector

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation /india-
and-usa-conclude-several-landmark-agreements-in-22-ministerial-
dialogue/articleshow/72892719.cms

46. Consider the following statements regarding Strategic Trade
Authorisation-1 (STA-1)

1. India has become the third Asian country after Japan and South
Korea to get the STA-1 status.

2. Traditionally, the U.S. has placed only those countries in the STA-1
list who are members of the four export control regimes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C
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India has become the third Asian country after Japan and South Korea to
get the Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 (STA-1) status after the U.S. issued
a federal notification to this effect, paving the way for high-technology
product sales to New Delhi, particularly in civil space and defence sectors.

India is the 37th country to be designated the STA-1 status by the United
States.

The federal notification, issued on August 3, gains significance as the Trump
Administration made an exception for India, which is yet to become a
member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).

Traditionally, the U.S. has placed only those countries in the STA-1 list who
are members of the four export control regimes: Missile Technology
Control Regime (MTCR), Wassenaar Arrangement (WA), Australia Group (AG)
and the NSG.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/india-third-asian-nation-
to-get-sta-1-status-from-us/article24603607.ece

47. Consider the following statements regarding Smart Gram Initiative
1. It is an initiative taken under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana.

2. They are aimed to transform villages into happy, harmonious and hi-
tech villages, by connecting the villagers with the initiative

3. Dedicated funds will be setup under district administration to
implement this initiative

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1 and 2 only

Solution: B

SMARTGRAM is an initiative by Rashtrapathi Bhavan. It aims to transform
villages into happy, harmonious and hi-tech villages, by connecting the
villagers with the initiative.

No Dedicated funds will be setup under district administration to implement
this initiative

https:/ /pib.gov.in/newsite /PrintRelease.aspx?relid=153549
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48. Which of the following rights is/are ensured/guaranteed to coastal state
under Exclusive Economic Zone

1. Conduct marine scientific research

2. Protect and preserve the marine environment.

3. Establish and use artificial islands, structures and installations.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(¢)1,2and 3

(d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: C

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
defined the EEZ as a zone in the sea over which a sovereign nation has certain
special rights with respect to the exploration and usage of marine resources,
which includes the generation of energy from wind and water, and also oil
and natural gas extraction.

The coastal state has the rights to:

1. Explore and exploit, conserve and manage the natural resources
(living or non-living).

2. Produce energy from wind, currents and water.

3. Establish and use artificial islands, structures and installations.
4. Conduct marine scientific research.

5. Protect and preserve the marine environment.

https:/ /oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/eez.html

49. Consider the following statements

1. The Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) is an intergovernmental agency
that is organized under the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD).

2. India is a member state of Nuclear Energy Agency.
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3. India has capacity to produce 20,000 MW of electricity from nuclear
installations

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

The Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) is a specialised agency within the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), an
intergovernmental organisation of industrialised countries, based in Paris,
France.

India is a not member state of Nuclear Energy Agency

India has around 22 nuclear reactors in operation in 7 nuclear power
plants, having a total installed capacity of around 7000 MW.

50. Gatka martial art is largely practiced in which of the following state?
(a) Punjab
(b) Uttar Pradesh

(c) Jammu and Kashmir
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(d) Madhya Pradesh

Solution: A

Gatka is the name of an Indian martial art associated with the Sikhs of the
Punjab and the Tanoli and Gujjar communities of the mountainous
regions of northern Pakistan who practice an early variant of the martial art.

It is a style of stick-fighting, with wooden sticks intended to simulate swords.

The Punjabi name gatka properly refers to the wooden stick used. The word
originates as a diminutive of Sanskrit gada “mace”.

DAY - 19

51. Consider the following statements regarding Chief Justice of India

1. The Constitution of India has mentioned provision for criteria and
procedure for appointing the CJI

2. Outgoing Chief Justice of India administers the oath to the new CJI.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

Appointment of Chief Justice of India

The Chief Justice of India is traditionally appointed by the outgoing Chief
Justice of India on the day of his (or her) retirement.

By convention, the outgoing Chief Justice of India selects the most senior
then-sitting Supreme Court judge.

Seniority at the apex court is determined not by age, but by:

e The date a judge was appointed to the Supreme Court.
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e If two judges are elevated to the Supreme Court on the same day:
o The one who was sworn in first as a judge would trump another.

e If both were sworn in as judges on the same day, the one with more years
of high court service would ‘win’ in the seniority stakes.

e An appointment from the bench would trump’ in seniority an appointee
from the bar.

Is it a part of the Constitution?

The Constitution of India does not have any provision for criteria and
procedure for appointing the CJI. Article 124(1) of the Indian Constitution
says there “shall be a Supreme Court of India consisting of a Chief Justice of
India”.

The closest mention is in Article 126, which deals with the appointment of
an acting CJI.

In the absence of a constitutional provision, the procedure relies on custom
and convention.

What is the procedure?

The procedure to appoint the next CJI is laid out in the Memorandum of
Procedure (MoP) between the government and the judiciary:

The procedure is initiated by the Law Minister seeking the recommendation
of the outgoing CJI at the ‘appropriate time’, which is near to the date of
retirement of the incumbent CJI.

The CJI sends his recommendation to the Law Ministry; and in the case of
any qualms, the CJI can consult the collegium regarding the fitness of an SC
judge to be elevated to the post.

After receiving recommendation from the CJI, the law minister forwards it to
the Prime Minister who then advises the President on the same.

The President administers the oath of office to the new CJI.

52. Consider the following statements regarding Compensatory Afforestation
Fund

1. According to CAMPA Act’s provision, a company diverting forest land
must provide alternative land to take up compensatory afforestation.

2. Both National and State compensatory afforestation funds are non-
lapsable

3. 90% of the CAMPA fund money is to be given to the states while 10%
is to be retained by the Centre.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority):

Supreme Court of India ordered for establishment of Compensatory
Afforestation Fund and Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and
Planning Authority (CAMPA) in 2001.

In 2006, adhoc CAMPA was established for the management of Compensatory
afforestation fund.

To compensate the loss of forest area and to maintain the sustainability, the
Government of India came up with a well-defined Act, known as CAMPA
(Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority).

The law establishes the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under
the Public Account of India, and a State Compensatory Afforestation
Fund under the Public Account of each state.

These Funds will receive payments for: (i compensatory afforestation, (ii)
net present value of forest (NPV), and (iii) other project specific payments.

The National Fund will receive 10% of these funds, and the State Funds will
receive the remaining 90%.

According to the Act’s provision, a company diverting forest land must provide
alternative land to take up compensatory afforestation.

For afforestation, the company should pay to plant new trees in the alternative
land provided to the state.

The national and state compensatory afforestation funds are both non-
lapsable and have been established under Public Account of India and Public
Account of each state.

53. Consider the following statements regarding District mineral foundation
(DMF)

1. It is a statutory body
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2. It aims to work for the interest of the persons and areas affected by
mining-related operations.

3. Its manner of operation comes under the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Mines.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: C

District mineral foundation (DMF):

DMFs were instituted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) (MMDR) Amendment Act 2015.

District Mineral Foundations are statutory bodies and set up as non-profit
organizations to work for the interest and benefit of persons and areas affected
by mining-related operations.

Objective: To work for the interest of the benefit of the persons and areas
affected mining related operations in such manner as may be prescribed by
the State Government.

Jurisdiction: Its manner of operation comes under the jurisdiction of the
relevant State Government.

The fund is collected at the district level. There are certain high-priority
areas identified in all states’ DMF rules, where at least 60 per cent of the fund
must be used. These include vital and pressing concerns, including
healthcare.

54. Consider the following statements regarding Central Vigilance
Commission

1. It submits its report to the Parliament.

2. It got statutory status based on the recommendations of Santhanam
committee

3. CVC member’s term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC):

It is the apex vigilance institution created via executive resolution (based on
the recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was conferred
with statutory status in 2003.

It submits its report to the President of India.

The Commission was set up on the recommendation of the K.Santhanam
Committee on Prevention of Corruption.

Composition: Consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2
vigilance commissioners.

Appointment: They are appointed by the President of India on the
recommendations of a committee consisting of Prime Minister, Union
Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no
LoP then the leader of the single largest Opposition party in the Lok Sabha).

Term: Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier.

Removal: The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance
Commissioner can be removed from his office only by order of the President
on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity after the Supreme Court,
on a reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that the
Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner, as the case
may be, ought to be removed.

55. Which of the following agencies/organisations is/are stakeholders of
‘San-Sadhan’ Hackathon initiative?

1. Ministry of Jal Shakti

2. Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilitie
3. NITI Aayog

4. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d1,2,3and 4

Solution: D

The government calls for applications for its latest initiative under the
Swachh Bharat Mission, called the ‘San-Sadhan’ Hackathon, an initiative
to ease lives of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) by making toilets
smarter, more accessible, and easier to use. In this hackathon, the
government is looking for smart, scalable and innovative solutions for
economical toilets for individual and community use in rural and urban
contexts.

The initiative is being organized jointly by the Ministry of Jal Shakti and the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, in collaboration
with Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
and 91springboard.

56. Consider the following statements regarding the National Health
Authority (NHA):

1. It is the apex body responsible for implementing Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.

2. It is governed by a Governing Board chaired by the Prime Minister.

3. It is an attached office of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
with full functional autonomy,

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A
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National Health Authority (NHA) is the apex body responsible for
implementing India’s flagship public health insurance/assurance scheme
called “Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.” National
Health Authority is the successor of the National Health Agency, which was
functioning as a registered society since 23rd May, 2018. Pursuant to Cabinet
decision for full functional autonomy, National Health Agency was
reconstituted as the National Health Authority on 2nd January 2019.

NHA has been set-up to implement PM-JAY, as it is popularly known, at the
national level. An attached office of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare with full functional autonomy, NHA is governed by a Governing Board
chaired by the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare. It is headed
by a Chief Executive Officer (CEQ), an officer of the rank of Secretary to the
Government of India, who manages its affairs. The CEO is the Ex-Office
Member Secretary of the Governing Board.

To implement the scheme at the State level, State Health Agencies (SHASs)
in the form of a society/trust have been set up by respective States. SHAs
have full operational autonomy over the implementation of the scheme in the
State including extending the coverage to non SECC beneficiaries.

https:/ /pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1586707

57. The Nyishi tribe is one of the principal inhabitants of:
(a) Meghalaya
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Mizoram

(d) Tripura

Solution: B

The Nyishi tribe is one of the principal inhabitants of Arunachal Pradesh in
north-eastern India. Nyi refers to “a man” and the word shi denotes “a being”,
which collectively refers to a civilized human being. They are spread across
six districts of Arunachal Pradesh viz., Kra Daadi, Kurung Kumey, East
Kameng, Some part of West Kameng, Papum Pare, parts of Lower Subansiri
and Upper Subansiri and are also found in the Sonitpur and North Lakhimpur
districts of Assam.

Nyokum is the festival celebrated by the Nyishi people, a religion which
commemorates their ancestors. Most of them have been converted to
Christianity. They live in traditionally designed house known as chang-
ghar.
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Their population of around 300,000 makes them the most populous tribe of
Arunachal Pradesh.

https:/ /www.downtoearth.org.in /news /wildlife-biodiversity /arunachal-govt-
declares-pakke-hornbill-fest-as-state-festival-62909

58. Consider the following statements regarding the Arctic Council:
1. It was established by Moscow Declaration.
2. Recently, India became the member country of the council.

3. It has no programming budget, all projects or initiatives are
sponsored by one or more Arctic States.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) None

Solution: C

The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting
cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic
indigenous communities and other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic
issues, in particular on issues of sustainable development and
environmental protection in the Arctic.

It was formally established in 1996 by the Ottawa Declaration.

The Ottawa Declaration defines these states as Members of the Arctic
Council.

They are Canada, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Russia and
US.

India holds an Observer status in Arctic Council since 2013.

The Arctic Council is a forum; it has no programming budget. All projects or
initiatives are sponsored by one or more Arctic States. Some projects also
receive support from other entities.

The Arctic Council does not and cannot implement or enforce its guidelines,
assessments or recommendations. That responsibility belongs to individual
Arctic States or international bodies.
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The Arctic Council’s mandate, as articulated in the Ottawa Declaration,
explicitly excludes military security.

59. Consider the following statements regarding Aflatoxin-M1

1. Aflatoxin-M1 toxin largely comes from feed and fodder which is not
regulated, but consumed by milch animals

2. It is possibly carcinogenic to humans.

3. It is also naturally produced in milch cattle.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: A

Aflatoxin M1 was more widely present in processed milk samples than in
raw milk (141). This is the first time the presence of the contaminant in milk
has been assessed. According to the FSSAI, aflatoxin M1 in milk is from feed
and fodder, which is not regulated.

The highest residue levels of aflatoxin M1 in milk were seen in samples from
three States — Tamil Nadu (88 out of 551 samples), Delhi (38 out of 262) and
Kerala (37 out of 187). According to the International Agency for Research
on Cancer the contaminant has been classified as “possibly carcinogenic
to humans”.

Its carcinogenic potency is estimated to be about a one-tenth of aflatoxin
B1l. Since the current survey has limited itself to milk, it is not clear how
widespread aflatoxin M1 contamination is in milk products such as cheese,
and hence the total exposure to it. Aflatoxin M1 in milk and milk products is
a public health concern especially in infants and young children as milk
constitutes one of the major sources of nutrients.

According to the World Health Organisation, exposure to aflatoxin M1 in
milk and milk products is especially high in areas where the grain quality
used as animal feed is poor. Hence all attempts need to taken both before
and after food crop harvest to reduce the toxin amount. Improper storage of
food harvest in warm and humid conditions leads to aflatoxin
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contamination that is much higher than what is seen in the field. Equally
important is in having facilities to regularly test for aflatoxin M1.

It is not naturally produced in milch cattle.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial /safe-but-not-entirely-on-
milk-safety-survey/article29761062.ece

60. SWAS, SAFAL and STAR, sometime seen in the news, is related to
(a) Air quality standard norms developed by CPCB
(b) Strategy to reuse cooked oil in the industries
(c) Less polluting crackers developed by CSIR

(d) None of the statements given above (a), (b) and (c) are correct.

Solution: C

In October 2018, the Supreme Court allowed bursting of low-emission
crackers relaxing the ‘complete ban’ issued in 2017. Such ‘green’ crackers
were researched and developed by scientists at CSIR-NEERI as per the court’s
directions.

‘Green’ crackers have a small shell size compared to traditional crackers.
They are produced using less harmful raw materials and have additives which
reduce emissions by suppressing dust

Currently, the fireworks industry in India is pegged at 1,800 crore per
annum. CSIR has signed agreements with 230 companies to manufacture the
crackers and make them available for sale.

Green crackers don’t contain banned chemicals such as lithium, arsenic,
barium and lead. They are called Safe Water Releaser (SWAS), Safe
Thermite Cracker (STAR) and Safe Minimal Aluminium (SAFAL) crackers.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/news/national /what-are-green-
crackers/article29765290.ece

https:/ /pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=184462

61. Consider the following statements regarding Ibuki-2 satellite

1. It is a military satellite launched by China to track the movement of
soldiers in their borders.

www.insightsonindia.com 51 INSIGHTS IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/safe-but-not-entirely-on-milk-safety-survey/article29761062.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/safe-but-not-entirely-on-milk-safety-survey/article29761062.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-are-green-crackers/article29765290.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-are-green-crackers/article29765290.ece
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=184462

INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

2. It also has a capability to provide navigation services to military
personnel

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

The Greenhouse Gases Observing Satellite (GOSat), also known as Ibuki,
is an Earth observation satellite and the world’s first satellite dedicated
to greenhouse-gas-monitoring. It measures the densities of carbon dioxide
and methane from 56,000 locations on the Earth’s atmosphere.

GOSAT-2 is a follow-on Japanese mission in planning of GOSAT /Ibuki which
was launched in 2009. The experiences gained from the operation of the
GOSAT mission with regard to payload calibration and validation activities
serve as input for the requirements of the GOSAT-2 mission.

The overall mission goal is to give policy makers further observed and
analyzed data on climate changes to contribute to decisions on emission
reduction targets based on scientific facts.

As the successor to the Ibuki mission, GOSAT-2 aims to gather observations
of greenhouse gases with higher levels of accuracy via even higher-
performance on-board observation sensors.

The project will serve to provide observation data to environmental
administrations and drive international anti-global warming efforts.

62. Consider the following statements regarding Bhaona
1. It is traditional form of entertainment in Odisha
2. It is largely inspired by Neo-Vaishnavism

3. It is a form of puppetry where Vishnu avatars are depicted through
toys

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
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(c) 3 only
(d) 1 and 2 only

Solution: A

Bhaona is a traditional form of entertainment, with religious messages,
prevalent is Assam, India.

It is a creation of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva, (written in the early
sixteenth century). He created the form to convey religious messages to
villagers through entertainment. Later Srimanta Madhavdeva also wrote
some plays.

The plays of bhaona are popularly known as Ankiya Nats and their staging
is known as bhaona. Bhaona is generally staged at xatras and namghars in
Assam.

Borgeet, a new form of spiritual music and Bhaona, a mythology-based
theatrical performance, and monastic dances that evolved into the classical
Sattriya

There are some special characteristics of Bhaona like the plays, dialogues,
costumes, ornaments, entry and foot-steps of the characters. These
characteristics helps to differentiate Bhaona from other plays.

63. Honolulu Strategy, sometime seen in the news, is related to
(a) To combat desertification accelerating due to climate change

(b) To combat malnutrition and hidden hunger challenge in third world
countries

(c) To alleviate poverty specifically in Central American region.

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct.

Solution: D

The Honolulu Strategy is a framework for a comprehensive and global
collaborative effort to reduce the ecological, human health, and economic
impacts of marine debris worldwide. This framework is organized by a set of
goals and strategies applicable all over the world, regardless of specific
conditions or challenges.
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The Honolulu Strategy specifies three overarching goals focused on reducing
threats of marine debris:

e Goal A: Reduced amount and impact of land-based litter and solid waste
introduced into the marine environment

e Goal B: Reduced amount and impact of sea-based sources of marine
debris including solid waste, lost cargo, ALDFG, and abandoned vessels
introduced into the sea

e Goal C: Reduced amount and impact of accumulated marine debris on
shorelines, in benthic habitats, and in pelagic waters Linked to each
goal is a cohesive set of strategies.

64. Consider the following statements regarding Global Counterterrorism
Forum (GCTF)

1. It is an informal counter terrorism forum.

2. It develops good practices and tools for policy-makers and
practitioners to strengthen CT civilian capabilities, national
strategies, action plans and training modules.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF) is launched in 2011. It is an
informal, apolitical, multilateral counterterrorism (CT) platform.

It develops good practices and tools for policy-makers and practitioners to
strengthen CT civilian capabilities, national strategies, action plans and
training modules.

To that end, the GCTF continues to provide a dedicated forum for national CT
officials and practitioners to meet with their counterparts from key states in
different regions to share experiences, expertise, strategies, tools, capacity
needs, and capacity-building programs.

It prioritizes civilian capacity-building in areas such as rule of law, border
management, and CVE. Additionally, the GCTF works with partners around
the globe to identify critical civilian needs to effectively counter terrorism,
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mobilize the necessary expertise and resources to address such needs, and
enhance global CT cooperation.

The GCTF has 30 members. India is a founding member of GCTF.

https:/ /www.thegctf.org/About-us/Background-and-Mission

65. Consider the following statements regarding Fourth Industrial
Revolution?

1. It is characterized by a range of new technologies that are fusing the
physical, digital and biological worlds

2. Inequality may grow and societies fragment due to it.

3. It may create new security concerns for the national governments
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

Previous industrial revolutions liberated humankind from animal power,
made mass production possible and brought digital capabilities to billions of
people. This Fourth Industrial Revolution is, however, fundamentally
different. It is characterized by a range of new technologies that are fusing
the physical, digital and biological worlds, impacting all disciplines,
economies and industries, and even challenging ideas about what it means to
be human.

Professor Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman of the World
Economic Forum, has been at the centre of global affairs for over four decades.
He is convinced that we are at the beginning of a revolution that is
fundamentally changing the way we live, work and relate to one another,
which he explores in his new book, The Fourth Industrial Revolution.

However, Schwab also has grave concerns: that organizations might be unable
to adapt; governments could fail to employ and regulate new technologies to
capture their benefits; shifting power will create important new security
concerns; inequality may grow; and societies fragment.

https:/ /www.weforum.org/about/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-by-klaus-
schwab

www.insightsonindia.com 55 INSIGHTS IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thegctf.org/About-us/Background-and-Mission
https://www.weforum.org/about/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-by-klaus-schwab
https://www.weforum.org/about/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-by-klaus-schwab

INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

DAY - 20

66. Consider the following statements regarding National Monsoon Mission
(NMM)

1. It’s vision is to develop a state-of-the-art dynamical prediction system
for monsoon rainfall on different time scales

2. It is developed by Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer’s welfare

3. It has a moderate skill for retrospective forecast (hindcast) of seasonal
monsoon rainfall and this skill needs to be improved to make the
forecasts more useful.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 3 only

Solution: C

Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Government of India has launched
‘National Monsoon Mission’ (NMM) with a vision to develop a state-of-the-
art dynamical prediction system for monsoon rainfall on different time
scales.

MoES has bestowed the responsibility of execution and coordination of this
mission to the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune. For this
national mission, [ITM is collaborating with NCEP (USA), MoES organisations
and various academic institutions/organizations under NMM. Climate
Forecast System (CFS) of NCEP, USA has been identified as the basic
modelling system for the above purpose, as it is one of the best among the
currently available coupled models.

However, it has a moderate skill for retrospective forecast (hindcast) of
seasonal monsoon rainfall and this skill needs to be improved to make the
forecasts more useful. Thus, there is an urgent need to develop an Indian
model based on CFS coupled model with an improved hindcast skill so that it
can be transferred to the India Meteorological Department for operational
forecasting. With this objective,

To accomplish this task, MoES/IITM invited proposals from national and
international scientists/organizations.
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https:/ /www.tropmet.res.in/monsoon/

67. Consider the following statements regarding Index of Eight Core
Industries (ICI)

1. It is published on monthly basis

2. Eight Core Index broadly has a combined weight of 37.90 % in the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

3. It is compiled by Economic adviser to Indian government
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 only

Solution: B

Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is published monthly based on the
production in selected eight core industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas,
Petroleum Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement and Electricity.

Index is compiled and released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA),
Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP).

Eight Core Index broadly has a combined weight of 37.90 % in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) and is published about prior to IIP.

http:/ /www.arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DIndex of Eight Core Indu
stries

68. Consider the following statements regarding Human Rights Law Network
(HRLN)

1. It is an NGO established under the overall leadership of Amnesty
International

2. It is a collective of Indian lawyers and social activists who provide
legal support to the vulnerable and disadvantaged sections of society

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
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(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Human Rights Law Network (HRLN) is an NGO located in New Delhi. It is a
collective of Indian lawyers and social activists who provide legal support to
the vulnerable and disadvantaged sections of society

What we do

Provide pro bono legal services to marginalized people and make justice
accessible to them.

Undertake public interest litigation (PIL) to advance the state of human rights
in the country.

Engage in advocacy to fight oppression, structural or by any individual or an
organised group.

Conduct legal awareness programmes to empower the civil society with
knowledge about the judiciary.

Undertake investigation into environment and human rights violations
through Indian/Independent Peoples Tribunals.

Provide people access to justice through Indian/Independent People’s
Tribunals (IPTs)

Investigate human rights violations across the country and create provisions
to bring the perpetrators to justice.

Conduct Lectures, workshops and short courses are organised for personnel
of various government departments, including the police.

Publish ‘know your rights’ materials for civilians to inform them about their
rights.

Participate in grassroots and social development movements.

https:/ /hrln.org/page/who-we-are

69. Consider the following statements regarding Teesta River
1. It flows through Assam and West Bengal.

2. Itis the fourth largest transboundary river shared between India and
Bangladesh after Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Meghna river systems.
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3. An agreement on equitable distribution of water resources is exists
between Bangladesh and India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 only

Solution: D

Teesta River Dispute is between India and Bangladesh. Teesta Flows
through Indian states of West Bengal, Sikkim before going to the Bay of
Bengal through Bangladesh.

It is the fourth largest transboundary river shared between India and
Bangladesh after Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Meghna river systems.

In 1983, India and Bangladesh agreed on ad-hoc sharing of water as India-
39% , Bangladesh- 36% and Un-allocated -25%

Now, Bangladesh is asking for equitable distribution of water (draft framework
of interim sharing agreements for six rivers — Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti,
Dharla and Dudhkumar — as well as the draft framework of interim sharing
agreement of the Feni river are also pending)

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states /not-enough-water-
in-teesta-to-share-mamata/article28265532.ece

70. Cities and Climate Change report, sometime seen in the news, is released
by

(a) World Bank
(b) World Wide Fund for Nature
(c) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

(d) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC)

Solution: D
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Urban Climate Change Research Network (UCCRN) Second Assessment
Report on Climate Change and Cities. UCCRN is dedicated to providing the
information that city leaders—from government, the private sector, non-
governmental organizations, and the community—need in order to assess
current and future risks, make choices that enhance resilience to climate
change and climate extremes, and take actions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

It is released by UNFCCC

https:/ /unfccc.int/files /parties _observers/submissions from observers/ap
plication /pdf/ 787 .pdf

71. Consider the following pairs

List I List IT
1. Lord Venkateswara temple : Tirupati
2. Lawson Bay Beach : Chandipur
3. Rangdum monastery : Sikkim
Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly?
(@) 1 only
(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: A

Venkateswara Temple is a Hindu temple situated in the hill town of
Tirumala at Tirupati in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh, India. The
Temple is dedicated to Venkateswara, a form of Vishnu, who is believed to
have appeared here to save mankind from trials and troubles of Kali Yuga.

Lawson bay beach is located in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

Rangdum Monastery is a Tibetan Buddhist monastery belonging to the
Gelugpa sect, situated on top of a small but steep sugarloaf hill at an altitude
of 4,031 m at the head of the Suru Valley, in Ladakh.

72. “51 Pegasi b”, sometime seen in the news is related to
(a) New cluster of galaxy recently discovered by NASA

(b) New metal discovered in the fringes of Antarctica

www.insightsonindia.com 60 INSIGHTS IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://unfccc.int/files/parties_observers/submissions_from_observers/application/pdf/787.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/parties_observers/submissions_from_observers/application/pdf/787.pdf

INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

(c) Newly discovered exo-planet.

(d) Newly discovered non-metal.

Solution: C

51 Pegasi b, the first extrasolar planet confirmed to orbit a sunlike star.
The planet orbits a fifth-magnitude star, 51 Pegasi, located 48 light-years
away from Earth in the constellation Pegasus.

https:/ /www.britannica.com/place/51-Pegasi-b-planet

73. Consider the following statements regarding Mount Leo Pargyil
1. It is the third highest peak of Himachal.
2. It lies in the Zanskar range.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

An Indian Army team successfully summited Mount Leo Pargyil. Leo Pargyil
is the third highest peak of Himachal and is considered to be among the most
challenging and technically difficult peak to scale. It lies in the Zanskar range.

74. Consider the following statements regarding Terracotta Grinder
1. Ministry of Culture has launched the first-ever ‘Terracotta Grinder’

2. It can be used to grind wasted and broken pottery items for re-use in
pottery-making

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
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(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Terracotta Grinder:

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has launched the first-
ever ‘Terracotta Grinder’ at Varanasi.

It will grind the wasted and broken pottery items for re-using in pottery-
making.

It will reduce the cost of production, and will also help to solve the problem of
shortage of clays for pottery making.

75. Consider the following passes with the states they are located in

1. Mana Pass : Uttarakhand

2. Shipki La : Himachal Pradesh
3. Nathu La : Arunachal Pradesh
4. Dihang pass : Sikkim

Wl:liCh of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 and 4 only

(d) 1 and 4

Solution: A

Mana Pass was an ancient trade route between Uttarakhand and Tibet.
Mana Pass led from Badrinath to the kingdom, Mana is a small pilgrim
village that is located in the state of Uttarakhand. The village is present near
the religious site of Badrinath. The village has the distinction of being the last
settlement on the road to the country of Tibet. It is situated at a height of
around 3219 meters.

Shipki La pass is located in Kinnaur district in the state of Himachal
Pradesh, India, and Ngari Prefecture in Tibet, China.

Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas in East Sikkim district. It
connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China’s Tibet Autonomous Region
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Dihang pass is located in the Northeastern states of Arunachal Pradesh. This
pass connects Arunachal Pradesh with Myanmar (Mandalay). At an
elevation of more than 4000 m it provides passage.

76. Which of the following countries is/are bordering the Red Sea?
1. Saudi Arabia

Yemen

Egypt

Iraq

Sudan

o o & b

Eritrea

Select the correct answer from the codes given below
(@) 1, 2, 3, 4 and S only

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 6 only

(c) 1,2, 3,5 and 6 only

(d)1,2,3,4,5and 6

Solution: C

Red Sea:

The connection to the ocean is in the south through the Bab el Mandeb strait
and the Gulf of Aden.

To the north lie the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Agaba, and the Gulf of Suez.

The Red Sea is home to over 1200 species of fish and 250 species of coral. Of
these, 17% of the fish species and 8% of the coral species are endemic.

40% of the Red Sea is shallower than 100 meters / 330 feet. And 25% of the
Red Sea is less than 50 meters / 164 feet deep. That’s a lot of area within
recreational limits!

The Red Sea is the northernmost tropical sea in the world, because its waters
cross the Tropic of Cancer.

The six countries bordering the Red Sea are:
1. Saudi Arabia

2. Yemen
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Egypt
Sudan

Eritrea

AN LI

Djibouti

77. Consider the following statements regarding Electoral bonds
1. It will carry the name of the payee
2. It will be valid for 30 days from the date of purchase.

3. Any registered Political Parties are eligible to receive the Electoral
Bonds.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(¢ 1,2and 3

(d) None of the above

Solution: D

Electoral bonds

Electoral Bonds that allow donors to pay political parties using banks as an
intermediary.

Although called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes
will not carry any interest.

It will be a bearer instrument.
It will not carry the name of the payee.

It can be bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh,
Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore.

Electoral bonds will be valid for 15 days from the date of purchase.
Eligibility:

May be purchased by a citizen of India, or entities incorporated or established
in India.

A person being an individual can buy electoral bonds, either singly or jointly
with other individuals.
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Only the registered Political Parties which have secured not less than one per
cent of the votes polled in the last Lok Sabha elections or the State Legislative
Assembly are eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.

78. The ‘Mo Sarkar’ Initiative has been launched by
(a) Jharkhand
(b) Manipur
(c) West Bengal
(d) Odisha

Solution: D

‘Mo Sarkar’ Initiative:

Odisha has launched a new governance initiative—- ‘Mo Sarkar’- on the
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti

The ‘Mo Sarkar’ was launched at all police stations across the State along with
21 district headquarters hospitals and three government-run medical college
hospitals at Cuttack, Berhampur and Sambalpur.

The programme will be effective at all the 30 district headquarters hospitals
of the State by October 30.

The objective of the programme is to provide service with dignity to people
who are coming to government offices for different purposes.

79. Consider the following statement regarding Project Navlekha

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Communication and Information
Technology.

2. It aims to make online content relevant for more Indian users
especially in local languages

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: B

Google has unveiled Project Navlekha to make online content relevant for
more Indian users especially in local languages.

The project aims to bring 135,000 local language publishers online by
making web hosting smooth and simple.

80. Consider the following statements regarding Oxytocin
1. It is a hormone made in the hypothalamus
2. It acts both as a hormone and as a brain neurotransmitter.

3. Recently Government approved wide use of Oxytocin to promote
agriculture and dairy industry.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: A

Oxytocin:

Oxytocin has also been dubbed the hug hormone, cuddle chemical, moral
molecule, and the bliss hormone due to its effects on behavior, including its
role in love and in female reproductive biological functions in reproduction.

Oxytocin is a hormone that is made in the brain, in the hypothalamus. It is
transported to, and secreted by, the pituitary gland, which is located at the
base of the brain.

It acts both as a hormone and as a brain neurotransmitter.

The release of oxytocin by the pituitary gland acts to regulate two female
reproductive functions: Childbirth and Breast-feeding.

The health ministry in April 2018 notified a ban on private firms from
manuacturing and selling oxytocin, stating that it wanted to restrict the
responsibility of supplying the drug to a Karnataka-based public sector
manufacturer to avoid its misuse in the veterinary field.
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81. Which of the following criteria/criteria’s a public sector enterprise must
meet to get Maharatna Status?

1. It must have significant global presence to get Maharatna Status

2. Average annual turnover of more than 1,00,000 crore during the last
3 years

3. It must have Miniratna status.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 2 and 3 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 3 only

(d) None

Solution: B

Eligibility Criteria to get listed as Maharatna Status
Having Navratna status.

Listed on Indian stock exchange with minimum prescribed public
shareholding under SEBI regulations.

Average annual turnover of more than Rs. 25,000 crore, during the last. 3
years.

Average annual net worth of more than Rs. 15,000 crore. during the last 3
years.

Average annual net profit after tax of more than Rs. 5,000 crore, during the
last 3 years.

Should have significant global presence/international operations.

82. Conmnsider the following statements regarding India’s Oil Seed Economy

1. The domestic requirement of edible oil is far greater than its
production.

2. Sunflower oil contributes to nearly 50% of vegetable oil import

3. There is no policy for boosting domestic cooking oil production in
India
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)1 and 2 only

(d)3 only

Solution: A

India is one of the major oilseeds grower and importer of edible oils. India’s
vegetable oil economy is world’s fourth largest after USA. China & Brazil.

The total production of edible oil in the country is about 9 million MT, while
the domestic requirement is around 25 million MT.

A substantial portion of India’s requirement of edible oil is met through import
of palm oil. Palm oil contributes 70% of vegetable oil import and is one of the
cheapest oil due to high productivity per hectare.

Technology Mission on Oilseeds and National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil
Palm are some of the initiatives taken from the government.

83. Sakhrov Prize, sometime seen in the news, is given by which of the
following organisation?

(a) European Parliament
(b) World Bank

(c) US Congress

(d) None of the above

Solution: A

The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, commonly known as the
Sakharov Prize, honours individuals and groups of people who have
dedicated their lives to the defense of human rights and freedom of thought.

ITham Tohti, an Uyghur economist fighting for the rights of China’s Uyghur
minority, is the winner of the European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought in 2019. It is given by European Parliament.

The winner was chosen by Parliament’s political leaders on 24 October 2019.
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84. Which of the following organizations release Global Microscope on
Financial Inclusion Report?

(a) International Monetary Fund
(b) World Bank

(c) OECD

(d) The Economic Intelligence Unit

Solution: D

The Economist Intelligence Unit has released the 2019 edition of Global
Microscope on Financial Inclusion report.

The 2019 edition of Global Microscope report features 11 new gender focussed
indicators that measure financial inclusion for both women as well as men.

The Microscope report was first published in 2007 and was originally
developed for countries in Latin American and Caribbean regions but in 2009
it was expanded into a global study.

85. Consider the following statements:

1. Exercise Hand in Hand is a joint military exercise between Indian
Army and Royal Bhutan Army.

2. Exercise Sampriti is a joint military exercise between Indian Army
and Chinese Army.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

Exercise Sampriti is a joint military exercise between Indian Army and
Bangladesh Army.

Exercise Hand in Hand is a joint military exercise between Indian Army and
Chinese Army.
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86. Which of the following organization publishes the ‘Global EV Outlook™
(a) UNEP
(b) World Bank
(c) Greenpeace

(d) International Energy Agency

Solution: D

The International Energy Agency launched the 2019 edition of the Global
EV Outlook, the flagship publication of the Electric Vehicles Initiative (EVI),

at the 10th Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) meeting in Vancouver on 27
May 2019.

The Global EV Outlook combines historical analysis with projections to 2030,
providing key insights on electric vehicle and charging infrastructure
deployment, ownership cost, energy use, carbon dioxide emissions and
battery material demand.

87. Consider the following statements

1. When a bank is liquidated, depositors are entitled to receive an
insurance amount of Rs. 1 lakh per individual from the Deposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India.

2. Deposit insurance covers all commercial banks and foreign banks
operating in India.

3. If Person has multiple hank accounts with the same bank, he/she
will be entitled to receive an insurance amount of Rs. 1 lakh for each
account.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: B
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When a bank is liquidated, depositors are entitled to receive an insurance
amount of Rs. 1 lakh per individual from the Deposit Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation of India (DICGCI). The Rs. 1 lakh insurance limit
includes both principal and interest dues across savings bank accounts,
current accounts, fixed deposits and recurring deposits held with the bank.

When a bank fails to pay up the premium for deposit insurance, DICGC
sometimes deregisters the bank and its insurance cover ceases.

Deposit insurance covers all commercial banks and foreign banks operating
in India. State, Central and Urban Cooperative Banks. Local area banks and
Regional rural banks.

If a person has multiple hank accounts with the same bank, he/she will
receive only Rs. 1 lakh as insurance payout against all the accounts held in
your name.

88. Which of the following Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE) is/are
accorded ‘Maharatna’ status by Government of India?

1. Coal India Limited

2. Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL)
3. Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)

4. Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (PGCIL)
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(¢) 1, 3 and 4 only

(d)1,2,3 and 4

Solution: D

Government of India has accorded ‘Maharatna’ status to public sector
undertakings (PSUs) Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) and
Power Grid Corporation.

The criteria laid down by the Government for grant of Maharatna status to
Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) is given below:

e Having Navratna status
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Listed on Indian stock exchange with minimum prescribed public
shareholding under SEBI regulations

An average annual turnover of more than Rs. 25,000 crore during the last
3 years

An average annual net worth of more than Rs. 15,000 crore during the
last 3 years

An average annual net profit after tax of more than Rs. 5,000 crore during
the last 3 years

Should have significant global presence/international operations.

Maharatna CPSEs

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited
Coal India Limited

GAIL (India) Limited

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
Indian Oil Corporation Limited

NTPC Limited

Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited

Steel Authority of India Limited

https:/ /dpe.gov.in/about-us/divisions/list-maharatna-navratna-and-

miniratna-cpses

https:/ /pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1594624

89.

Consider the following statements regarding the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI):

1. It was developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC).
2. It is based on the Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) platform.

3. Presently, accessing different bank accounts from single mobile
application is not possible.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only
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(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: B

Unified Payments Interface (UPI)

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a system that powers multiple bank
accounts into a single mobile application (of any participating bank),
merging several banking features, seamless fund routing & merchant
payments into one hood. It also caters to the “Peer to Peer” collect request
which can be scheduled and paid as per requirement and convenience.

With the above context in mind, NPCI conducted a pilot launch with 21
member banks.

How is it unique?

Immediate money transfer through mobile device round the clock 24*7 and
365 days.

Single mobile application for accessing different bank accounts.

Single Click 2 Factor Authentication - Aligned with the Regulatory
guidelines, yet provides for a very strong feature of seamless single click
payment.

Virtual address of the customer for Pull & Push provides for incremental
security with the customer not required to enter the details such as Card no,
Account number; IFSC etc.

Bill Sharing with friends.

Best answer to Cash on Delivery hassle, running to an ATM or rendering exact
amount.

Merchant Payment with Single Application or In-App Payments.

Utility Bill Payments, Over the Counter Payments, Barcode (Scan and Pay)
based payments.

Donations, Collections, Disbursements Scalable.
Raising Complaint from Mobile App directly.

https:/ /tech.economictimes.indiatimes.com/amp/news/mobile /upi-hits-1-
billion-transactions-in-october/71788213

https:/ /www.npci.org.in /product-overview /upi-product-overview
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90. Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA):

1. It is an inter-governmental organization which was established in
2017.

2. The Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) is IORA’s apex body which
meets annually.

3. The Indian Ocean Dialogue (IOD) is a flagship initiative of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: B

The Indian Ocean Rim Association is an inter-governmental organisation
which was established on 7 March 1997.

The vision for IORA originated during a visit by late President Nelson Mandela
of South Africa to India in 1995.

IORA’s apex body is the Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) which meets
annually. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) assumed the role of Chair since
November 2019 — November 2021, followed by the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh. A committee of Senior Officials (CSO) meets twice a year to
progress IORA’s agenda and consider recommendations by Working Groups
and forums of officials, business and academics to implement policies and
projects to improve the lives of people within the Indian Ocean Member States.

The Indian Ocean Dialogue (IOD) is a flagship initiative of the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA), with its origins in the 13th Council of Ministers
meeting, held in November 2013 in Perth, Australia.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-ocean-rim-to-get-boost-
with-uae-bangladesh-at-helm /article29807558.ece

https:/ /www.iora.int/en/about/about-iora
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91. Consider the following statements regarding the Environment Pollution
Control Authority (EPCA):

1. It is Supreme Court mandated body tasked with taking various
measures to tackle air pollution in the National Capital Region (NCR).

2. It was notified under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) is Supreme Court
mandated body tasked with taking various measures to tackle air pollution
in the National Capital Region (NCR). It was notified in 1998 by Environment
Ministry under Environment Protection Act, 1986.

The EPCA is also mandated to enforce Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
in the city as per the pollution levels.

The EPCA had enforced several measures, including closure of the Badarpur
thermal power plant, ban on brick kilns, hot mix plants and stone crushers,
and construction activities.

92. Consider the following statements regarding the Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF):

1. The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 gave statutory status
to the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

2. The fund was created under Ministry of Finance.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: A

The Universal Service Support Policy came into effect from 01.04.2002. The
guidelines for universal service support policy were issued by DoT on 27th
March 2002.The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 giving statutory
status to the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) was passed by both
Houses of Parliament in December 2003.

The Rules for administration of the Fund known as Indian Telegraph
(Amendment) Rules, 2004 were notified on 26.03.2004. As per the Indian
Telegraph Act 1885 (as amended in 2003, 2006), the Fund is to be utilized
exclusively for meeting the Universal Service Obligation.

It is a non-lapsable fund and deposited into the Consolidated Fund of India.

The fund was created under department of telecommunications, Ministry of
communication and information technology.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/telcos-likely-to-get-more-
time-to-pay-42000-cr-in-spectrum-dues/article29770889.ece

http:/ /www.usof.gov.in /usof-cms /usof-history.jsp

93. Bhashan Char Island, sometimes seen in the news, is located in:
(a) Myanmar
(b) Sri Lanka
(c) India
(d) Bangladesh

Solution: D

The Rohingya refugees living in Bangladesh camps have agreed to move to
Bhashan Char Island in the Bay of Bengal.

Bhashan Char is located in the estuary of the Meghna river.
It falls in an ecologically fragile area prone to floods, erosion and cyclone.

Bhasan Char, also known as Char Piya, is an island in Hatiya Upazila,
Bangladesh. It is located in the Bay of Bengal, 37 miles from the coast. The
island was formed with Himalayan silt in 2006. It spans 40 square kilometres.
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Housing the refugees
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94. Consider the following statements regarding the Anthrax disease:
1. It is a disease caused by a bacterium called Bacillus anthracis.
2. It can be transferred from animals to humans.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Anthrax is a disease caused by a bacterium called Bacillus anthracis.

Anthrax is caused by a spore-forming bacterium. It mainly affects animals.
Humans can become infected through contact with an infected animal or
by inhaling spores.
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Symptoms depend on the route of infection. They can range from a skin ulcer
with a dark scab to difficulty breathing.

Antibiotic treatment cures most infections. Inhaled anthrax is harder to
treat and can be fatal.

95. Consider the following statements regarding the National Pension
System (NPS):

1. The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA).

2. NRIs cannot open an NPS account.

3. NPS account cannot be opened or operated jointly.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: A

National Pension System (NPS) is a pension cum investment scheme
launched by Government of India to provide old age security to Citizens of
India. It brings an attractive long term saving avenue to effectively plan your
retirement through safe and regulated market-based return. The Scheme is
regulated by Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA). National Pension System Trust (NPST) established by PFRDA is
the registered owner of all assets under NPS.

An NRI can open an NPS account. Contributions made by NRI are subject
to regulatory requirements as prescribed by RBI and FEMA from time to time.
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) have now
permitted Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) to enroll in National Pension
Scheme (NPS) at par with Non-Resident Indians.

NPS account can be opened only in individual capacity and cannot be opened
or operated jointly or for and on behalf of HUF

https:/ /economictimes.indiatimes.com /wealth /invest/now-overseas-citizen-
of-india-can-invest-in-nps/articleshow/71817067.cms.

https:/ /npscra.nsdl.co.in/all-fag-about-nps.php

www.insightsonindia.com 78 INSIGHTS IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/now-overseas-citizen-of-india-can-invest-in-nps/articleshow/71817067.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/now-overseas-citizen-of-india-can-invest-in-nps/articleshow/71817067.cms
https://npscra.nsdl.co.in/all-faq-about-nps.php

INSTA REVISION PLAN 2.0 - Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

DAY - 22

96. Phazolicin, recently seen in news, is
(a) Asteroid
(b) Antibiotic
(c) Newly found Crab species in Pacific Ocean

(d) A Rare Earth Mineral found in Indian Ocean

Solution: B

Phazolicin:
It is a new antibiotic discovered in the soil of a tropical rainforest.
It was recently isolated deep in the tropical forests of Los Tuxtlas, Mexico.

Found in the root nodules of wild beans (Phaseolus vulgaris), this unusual
antibiotic is produced by a symbiotic soil bacterium that fixes nitrogen for the
plant and keeps harmful microbes away.

The antibiotic phazolicin is a class of peptide produced in the ribosome, and
is part of a diverse class of natural products with a variety of biological uses.

Benefits: Not only could this antibiotic attack a diverse group of bacterial
cells, the authors found it could also enter the bacteria and bind to its
ribosomes, messing with its ability to synthesise proteins — only the second
peptide known to do this.

https:/ /www.thehindubusinessline.com/news /variety/researchers-
discover-new-antibiotic-in-mexican-forest/article29618223.ece

https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/11 /insights-daily-current-
affairs-pib-11-october-2019/

97. Consider the following statements regarding the Ganges River dolphins:
1. They emit a hypersonic sound to catch its preys.
2. They prefer shallow waters, in and around the confluence of rivers.

3. They have been included in Schedule II of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only
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(b) 2 only
(¢)1,2and 3
(d) None

Solution: D

Ganges river dolphins prefer deep waters, in and around the confluence of
rivers. The distribution range of the Ganges river dolphins in India covers
seven states namely, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. The upper Ganga River (in Uttar
Pradesh), Chambal River (Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh), Ghaghra and
Gandak Rivers (Bihar and Uttar Pradesh), Ganga River, from Varanasi to
Patna (Uttar Pradesh and Bihar), Son and Kosi rivers (Bihar), Brahmaputra
from Sadia (foothills of Arunachal Pradesh) upto Dhubri (on the Bangladesh
border) and Kulsi River, a tributary of the Brahmaputra River, form ideal
habitats for the Ganges river dolphin.

The Gangetic Dolphins are generally blind and catch their prey in a unique
manner. They emit an ultrasonic sound which reaches the prey. The dolphin
then registers this image in its mind and subsequently catches hold of its
prey.

Ganges River Dolphins have been included in Schedule I of the Indian Wild
Life (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), in Appendix II of the
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and categorised as ‘Endangered’
on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red
List.

https:/ /www.thehindu.com /news/cities/Delhi/annual-ganges-river-
dolphin-census-begins/article29651342.ece

https:/ /www.wwifindia.org/about wwi/priority species/threatened species/
ganges river _dolphin/

98. Consider the following statements regarding the scheme ‘Surakshit
Matritva Aashwasan (SUMAN)”:

1. It is an initiative for zero preventable Maternal and Newborn deaths.

2. The scheme will enable zero expense access to the identification and
management of complications during and after the pregnancy

3. All pregnant women, newborns and mothers up to 6 months of
delivery are eligible to avail the benefit of the scheme.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

The Union Government has launched Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan
(SUMAN) to provide quality healthcare at zero cost to pregnant women, new
mothers and newborns.

About the scheme:

It aims to provide dignified and quality health care at no cost to every woman
and newborn visiting a public health facility.

Under the scheme, the beneficiaries visiting public health facilities are entitled
to several free services.

These include at least four ante natal check-ups that also includes one
checkup during the 1st trimester, at least one checkup under Pradhan
Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan, Iron Folic Acid supplementation,
Tetanus diptheria injection.

Eligibility:

All pregnant women, newborns and mothers up to 6 months of delivery will
be able to avail several free health care services

Features and benefits:

The scheme will enable zero expense access to the identification and
management of complications during and after the pregnancy.

The government will also provide free transport to pregnant women from home
to the health facility and drop back after discharge (minimum 48 hrs).

The pregnant women will be able to avail a zero expense delivery and C-
section facility in case of complications at public health facilities.

The scheme will ensure that there is zero-tolerance for denial of services to
such patients.

The scheme aims to bring down the maternal and infant mortality rates in the
nation and to stop all preventable maternal and newborn deaths.

https://suman.nhp.gov.in/
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https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/11 /surakshit-matritva-
aashwasan-suman/

99. Consider the following statements regarding the Shore Temple of
Mamallapuram:

1. It was constructed during the reign of Rajasimha (700-728).

2. The temple comprises shrines devoted to both Shiva and Vishnu.
3. The Shore Temple is a five-storeyed rock-cut monolith.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

Solution: D

Mamallapuram:

The iconic Shore Temple of Pallavas at Mamallapuram (Mahabalipuram) was
constructed during the reign of Rajasimha (700-728). The temple comprises
three shrines, where the prominent ones are dedicated to Siva and Vishnu.
The exterior wall of the shrine, dedicated to Vishnu, and the interior of the
boundary wall are elaborately carved and sculpted. In southern India, this is
one amongst the earliest and most important structural temples. Unlike other
structures of the region, the Shore Temple is a five-storeyed rock-cut
monolith. The monolithic vimanas are peculiar to Mamallapuram.

Shore Temple at Mamallapuram
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The monolithic rathas are known as the Panchapandava Rathas. The
Arjuna Ratha contains artistically carved sculptures of Siva, Vishnu, mithuna
and dwarapala. The most exquisite of the five is the Dharmaraja Ratha, with
a threestoried vimana and a square base. The Bhima Ratha is rectangular in
plan and has beautiful sculptures of Harihara, Brahma, Vishnu, Skanda,
Ardhanarisvara and Siva as Gangadhara.

Panchapandava Rathas

The most important piece of carving in Mamallapuram is the Descent of the
Ganga (variously described as ‘Bhagirata’s Penance’ or ‘Arjuna’s Penance’).
The portrayal of puranic figures with popular local stories reveals the skill of
the artists in blending various aspects of human and animal life. The
sculptural panel in the Krishna mandapa, where village life with cows and
cowherds is depicted with beauty and skill, is yet another artistic wonder to
behold.

100.Which of the following countries share border with Red Sea?
1. Djibouti
2. Oman
3. Eritrea
4. Iran
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(¢) 1, 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Solution: A
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The Red Sea is a seawater inlet of the Indian Ocean, lying between Africa and
Asia. The connection to the ocean is in the south through the Bab el Mandeb
strait and the Gulf of Aden. To the north lie the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf
of Agaba, and the Gulf of Suez.

The six countries bordering the Red Sea are: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt,
Sudan, Eritrea and Djibouti

~ Scale 1:21,000,000
Lambert Conformal Conlc Pro

https:/ /thewire.in/energy/oil-prices-rise-briefly-after-reports-of-iranian-
tanker-attack
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