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DAY – 73 (InstaTest-73) 

 

1. Consider the following countries 

1. China 

2. France 

3. India 

4. Israel 

5. Pakistan 

Which among the above are Nuclear Weapons States as recognized by the Treaty on 

the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT)? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 (c) 2, 4 and 5 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Eight sovereign states have publicly announced successful detonation of nuclear 

weapons. Five are considered to be nuclear-weapon states (NWS) under the terms of 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). In order of 

acquisition of nuclear weapons these are the United States, Russia (the successor 

state to the Soviet Union), the United Kingdom, France, and China. 

• Since the NPT entered into force in 1970, three states that were not parties to the 

Treaty have conducted overt nuclear tests, namely India, Pakistan, and North Korea. 

North Korea had been a party to the NPT but withdrew in 2003. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Terracotta 

1. Terracotta refers to the use of fire baked clay for making sculptures. 

2. They were made using pinching method. 

3. Compared to the bronze figures, the terracotta sculptures are large in numbers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Terracotta 

• Terracotta refers to the use of fire baked clay for making sculptures. Compared to the 

bronze figures, the terracotta sculptures are less in number and crude in shape and 

form. They were made using pinching method and have been found mostly in the sites 

of Gujarat and Kalibangan. Terracotta was generally used to make toys, animal 

figures, miniature carts and wheels, etc. 

Example: Mother Goddess, mask of horned deity, etc. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Mauryan Court Art 

1. The palace of Chandragupta Maurya was inspired by the Achaemenid palaces at 

Persepolis in Iran. 

2. Burnt brick was the principal building material. 

3. Stupas were burial mounds prevalent in India from the Vedic period. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Mauryan rulers commissioned a large number of architectural works for political 

as well as religious reasons. These works are referred to as Court Art. 

Palaces: 

• The Mauryan Empire was the first powerful empire to come to power in India. The 

capital at Pataliputra and the palaces at Kumrahar were created to reflect the 

splendour of the Mauryan Empire. The palace of Chandragupta Maurya was inspired 

by the Achaemenid palaces at Persepolis in Iran. Wood was the principal building 

material. Megasthenes described the palace as one of the greatest creations of 

mankind. 
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• Similarly,  Ashoka’s  palace at Kumrahar was a massive structure. It had a high central 

pillar and was a three-storey wooden structure. The palace walls were decorated with 

carvings and sculptures. 

• Stupas were burial mounds prevalent in India from the Vedic period. It is a 

conventional representation of a funeral cumulus in which relics and ashes of the dead 

were kept. During the period of Ashoka, the art of stupas reached its climax. Almost 

84000 stupas were erected during his period. 

• Although a Vedic tradition, stupas were popularized by the Buddhists. After the death 

of Buddha, 9 stupas were erected. 8 of them had the relics of Buddha at their medhi 

while the ninth had the pot in which the relics were originally kept. 

 

4. The term ‘Goldilocks Zone’ is often seen in the news in the context of 

(a) the limits of habitable zone above the surface of the Earth. 

(b) regions inside the Earth where shale gas is available 

(c) search for the Earth-like planets in outer space. 

(d) search for meteorites containing precious metals. 

 

Solution: C 

 

• There is only one planet we know of so far that is teeming with life––Earth. And on 

our planet, water is a critical ingredient for life as we know it. While astronomers still 

don’t know whether there’s life on other planets, they narrow the search for 

potentially habitable worlds using a handful of criteria. Because our blueprint for life 

is Earth, astronomers look for planets with Earth-like characteristics, like liquid water. 

• But a celestial object can only orbit so close (like Mercury) or so far (like Pluto) from 

its star before water on its surface boils away or freezes. The ‘Goldilocks Zone,’ or 

habitable zone, is the range of distance with the right temperatures for water to 

remain liquid. Discoveries in the Goldilocks Zone, like Earth-size planet Kepler-186f, 

are what scientists hope will lead us to water––and one day life. 

https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/resources/323/goldilocks-zone/  

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Pandav Leni 

1. It is a group of 24 Buddhist caves in Ajanta. 

2. The site also depicts an excellent system of water management. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Nasik Caves: 

• It is a group of 24 Buddhist caves, also known as “Pandav Leni”. They were developed 

during 1st century A.D. and belong to the Hinayana period. However, later, the 

influence of Mahayana sect can also be found in these caves. Under hinayana sect, his 

presence is indicated through the use of motifs and symbols like throne and footprints. 

And later, the idols of Buddha were also carved inside these caves representing 

influence of Mahayana Buddhism. The site also depicts an excellent system of water 

management indicated through presence of water tanks carved out of solid rocks. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Mimamsa School 

1. The word Mimamsa literally means the art of reasoning, interpretation and 

application. 

2. They argue that the Vedas contain the eternal truth and they are the repositories 

of all knowledge. 

3. The main focus of this philosophy was on the ritualistic part of the Vedas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Mimamsa School 

• The word ‘Mimamsa’ literally means the art of reasoning, interpretation and 

application. This school focuses on the analysis of the texts of Samhita and Brahmana 

that are portions of the Vedas. They argue that the Vedas contain the eternal truth 

and they are the repositories of all knowledge. If one has to attain religious merit, 
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acquire heaven and salvation, they would have to fulfill all the duties which are 

prescribed by the Vedas. The texts that describe the Mimamsa philosophy in detail, 

are the Sutras of Jaimini, which were supposedly composed in the 3rd century BCE. 

Further inroads into the philosophy were made by two of their greatest proponents: 

Sabar Swami and Kumarila Bhatta. 

• They argue that salvation is possible through performing rituals but it is also necessary 

to understand the justification and reasoning behind Vedic rituals. 

• The main focus of this philosophy was on the ritualistic part of the Vedas, i.e. to 

achieve salvation one has to perform the Vedic rituals. As most humans did not 

understand the rituals properly, they would have to take assistance of the priests. 

Therefore, this philosophy inherently legitimized the social distance between the 

various classes. This was used as a device by the Brahmans to maintain their clout over 

people and they continued to dominate the social hierarchy. 

 

7. With reference to the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA), 

which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is a public limited government company. 

2. It is a non – banking financial company. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) is a Mini Ratna 

(Category – I) Government of India Enterprise under the administrative control of 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 

• IREDA is a Public Limited Government Company established as a Non-Banking 

Financial Institution in 1987 engaged in promoting, developing and extending 

financial assistance for setting up projects relating to new and renewable sources of 

energy and energy efficiency/conservation with the motto: “ENERGY FOR EVER” 

Energy is a basic requirement for economic development. 

• Every sector of the national economy – agriculture, industry, transport, commercial 

and domestic – needs inputs of energy.  The economic development plans 

implemented since independence have necessarily required increasing amounts of 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  6 Insights IAS 

energy.  As a result, consumption of energy in all forms has been steadily rising all over 

the country. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Odisha School of architecture 

1. Both interior and exterior walls were lavishly decorated with intricate carvings. 

2. There was no use of pillars in the porch and Iron girders were used instead to 

support the roof. 

3. Temples were surrounded by a boundary wall. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Odisha School: 

In different parts of the Kalinga empire, a distinct style of temple architecture developed. 

Some of its features are: 

• The exterior walls were lavishly decorated with intricate carvings, but interior walls 

were plain. 

• There was no use of pillars in the porch. Iron girders were used instead to support the 

roof. 

• The shikharas in the Odisha school were known as rekha deuls. They were almost 

vertical roofs which suddenly curved inwards sharply. 

• The mandap was known as jagmohan in this region. 

• The ground plan of the main temple was square. 

• Temples were surrounded by a boundary wall as in Dravidian style of temple 

architecture. 

Example: Sun Temple at Konark (also known as Black Pagoda as the first rays of the Sun 

entered the garbhagriha through the sea-facing pagoda), Jagannath temple at Puri, Lingaraj 

temple at Bhubaneswar, etc. 
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9. Consider the following pairs of monasteries and the region they belong: 

 Monasteries  Region 
1. Ghum monastery - Sikkim 
2. Enchay Monastery - West Bengal 
3. Tabo Monastery - Himachal Pradesh 
4. Namdroling Monastery - Karnataka 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ghum monastery: West Bengal 

Rumtek, Pemayangtse and Enchay Monastery: Sikkim 

Alchi Monastery, Spituk Monastery, Shey Monastery etc. in Ladakh 

Dhankar Monastery, Nako Monastery (Kinnaur), Kye Monastery, Tabo Monastery (Spiti 

valley) etc. in Himachal Pradesh 

Tawang Monastery (largest monastery in India), Bomdila Monastery in Arunachal Pradesh 

Namdroling Monastery in Bylakuppe, Karnataka. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding Export Credit Guarantee Corporation 

(ECGC) 

1. It is a premier export credit agency of the Government of India to provide Export 

Credit Insurance Services to facilitate exports from the country. 

2. It is managed by a Board of Directors comprising representatives of the 

Government, Reserve Bank of India, banking, insurance and exporting community 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

• The ECGC Limited (Formerly Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India Ltd) is a 

company wholly owned by the Government of India based in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

• It provides export credit insurance support to Indian exporters and is controlled by 

the Ministry of Commerce. Government of India had initially set up Export Risks 

Insurance Corporation (ERIC) in July 1957. It was transformed into Export Credit and 

Guarantee Corporation Limited (ECGC) in 1964 and to Export Credit Guarantee 

Corporation of India in 1983. 

• It is managed by a Board of Directors comprising representatives of the Government, 

Reserve Bank of India, banking, and insurance and exporting community 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding principles of paintings 

1. Rupabheda : Variety of form 
2. Bhava : Creation of luster and gleam with the colours 
3. Lavanyayoganam : Immersion of emotions 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

In the third century AD, Vatsyayana in his book Kamasutra mentioned about 6 main 

principles/limbs or shadanga of paintings. They are: 

• Rupabheda: Variety of form 

• Sadrisyan: Portrayal of likeliness of the subject 

• Bhava: Creation of luster and gleam with the colours 

• Varnikabhanga: Mixing of colours to resemble the effects of modelling 

• Pramanam: Proportion of the object or subject 

• Lavanyayoganam: Immersion of emotions 
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12. Consider the following statements regarding Jogimara Cave Paintings 

1. It is an artificially carved out cave located in Madhya Pradesh. 

2. It is dated back around 1000-300 BC. 

3. The paintings have a distinct red outline. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Jogimara Cave Paintings 

• It is an artificially carved out cave located in Surguja district of Chattisgarh. It is dated 

back around 1000-300 BC and has few paintings and inscriptions of a love story in 

Brahmi script. The cave is said to be an attachment to Amphitheatre and paintings 

were made to decorate the room. Paintings are of dancing couples, animals like 

elephant and fish. The paintings have a distinct red outline. Other colours like white, 

yellow and black are also used. Rock-cut theatre of Sitabenga is also located nearby. 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding International Court of Justice 

1. Judges are not eligible for re-election. 

2. It gives advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United 

Nations organs and specialized agencies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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• The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United 

Nations (UN). It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations 

and began work in April 1946. 

• The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six 

principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York 

(United States of America). 

• The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes 

submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to 

it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies. 

• The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years 

by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. It is assisted by a 

Registry, its administrative organ. Its official languages are English and French. 

• In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every 

three years. (Judges are eligible for re-election). 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court  

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding paintings during Shah Jahan period 

1. Shah Jahan liked to create naturalistic elements in the paintings. 

2. He eschewed the use of charcoal to draw and encouraged the artists to draw and 

sketch using a pencil. 

3. He ordered to increase the use of gold and silver in the paintings. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Shah Jahan 

• The tenor of the Mughal paintings changed rapidly in the period of Shah Jahan. Unlike 

his father and grandfather who liked naturalistic depictions, Shah Jahan liked to create 

artificial elements in the paintings. It is said that he tried to reduce the liveliness of 

the paintings and bring in unnatural stillness as he was inspired by the European 

influence. 

• He brought a change in the technique of drawing and painting from the earlier period. 

He eschewed the use of charcoal to draw and encouraged the artists to draw and 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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sketch using a pencil. He also ordered to increase the use of gold and silver in the 

paintings. He also liked brighter colour palettes as compared to his predecessors. 

Hence, we can say that the Mughal atelier was enlarged during his reign but changed 

a lot in style and technique. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding Dhrupad: 

1. Dhrupad finds its mention in Natyashastra. 

2. It reached its zenith during Gupta period. 

3. The name is derived from ‘dhruva’ and ‘pada,’ which means that it denotes both 

verse form of the poetry and the style in which it is sung. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Dhrupad 

• It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music and finds it 

mention even in Natyashastra (200 BC–200 AD). It is said that dhrupad owes its roots 

to older forms like Prabhanda and Dhruvapada. The name is derived from ‘dhruva’ 

and ‘pada,’ which means that it denotes both verse form of the poetry and the style 

in which it is sung. Although Dhrupad consolidated its position as a classical form of 

music in the 13th century, it reached its zenith in the court of emperor Akbar. 

• He employed and patronized musical masters like Baba Gopal Das, Swami Haridas 

and Tansen, who was considered to be one of the Navaratna or nine gems of the 

Mughal court. It is also speculated that BaijuBawra sang at the court of Akbar. 

• We find evidences of singers who mastered Dhrupad in the court of Raja Man Singh 

Tomar situated in Gwalior. It became the major form of singing in the medieval 

period but fell in a state of decline in the 18th century. 

• Dhrupad is essentially a poetic form that is incorporated into an extended 

presentation style that is marked by precise and overt elaboration of a raga. Dhruva 

literally means ‘unmoving’. It implies the return of the Swara (tonal), Kala (time) and 

Shabda (textual) trajectories to a fixed point. 

• Dhrupad starts with Alap which is sung without words. The temporizes gradually, and 

it is the major part of the performance. The alap evokes a mood in the audience that 
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coincides with the mood of the raga that is chosen. It is pure music without distraction 

of words. Then after some time Dhrupad begins and Pakhawaj is played. Dhrupad 

includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin. 

• Dhrupad compositions usually have 4 to 5 stanzas and are performed by a duo. 

Generally, two male vocalists perform Dhrupad style of performances. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Bhoomi Rashi Portal 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

2. It intends to expedite the process of land acquisition for National Highways. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bhoomi Rashi: 

• Bhoomi Rashi, the portal developed by MoRTH and NIC, comprises the entire revenue 

data of the country, right down to 6.4 lakh villages. 

• The entire process flow, from submission of draft notification by the State 

Government to its approval by the Hon. Minister of State for RT&H and publication in 

e-Gazette, is online. 

• The portal, created for expediting the process of publication of notifications for LA, is 

now being fully utilised for issuing the notifications. 

• Bhoomi Rashi portal has been instrumental in reducing the time taken for approval 

and publication of notifications pertaining to land acquisition. 

• The portal intends to expedite the process of land acquisition for National Highways. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding Kuchipudi 

1. Kuchipudi derives its name from the Andhra village of Kusselavapuri or 

Kuchelapuram. 

2. Most of the Kuchipudi recitals are based on stories of Bhagwata purana but have 

a secular theme. 

3. Tandava elements are given more importance than the Lasya elements. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Kuchipudi 

• Originally performed by group of actors going from village to village, known as 

Kusselavas,  Kuchipudi derives its name from the Andhra village of Kusselavapuri or 

Kuchelapuram. In 17th century, Siddhendra Yogi formalized and systematized the 

tradition. He authored ‘BhamaKalapam’ and many other plays. 

Some of the features of Kuchipudi dance are: 

• It involves difficult foot movements, and is generally a team performance. 

• Most of the Kuchipudi recitals are based on stories of Bhagwata purana but have a 

secular theme. There is a predominance of Shringaararas. 

• Each principal character introduces itself on the stage with a “daaru”, which is a small 

composition of dance and song, specifically choreographed for the revelation of each 

character. 

• The dance involves all three components of classical dances: Nritta, Nritya and Natya. 

It is similar to Bharatnatyam but has its own features. 

• The Kuchipudi dance style is a manifestation of the earthly elements in the human 

body. 

• In a Kuchipudi recital, the dancer may combine the role of asinger into himself/herself 

as well. Hence, it becomes a dance-drama performance. 

• Both Lasya and Tandava elements are important in the Kuchipudi dance form. 

 

18. Consider the following pairs of folk music and the regions they belong 

 Folk music  State 
1. Baul : Bengal 
2. Wanawan : Kashmir 
3. Panihari : Madhya Pradesh 
4. Powada : Maharashtra 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Folk music State 

Baul Bengal 

Wanawan Kashmir 

Alha Madhya Pradesh 

Panihari Rajasthan 

Ovi Maharashtra and Goa 

Maand Rajasthan 

Pai Song Madhya Pradesh 

Powada Maharashtra 

Khongjom Parva Manipur 

Mando Goa 

 

19. Consider the following statements regarding Livestock Census 

1. It has been released by the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 

2. It has been conducted on every year 

3. It covers all domesticated animals and its headcounts in both rural and urban 

areas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

20th Livestock Census 

• Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying releases 20th Livestock Census. 

• Significance: The Census will prove beneficial not just for policy makers but also for 

agriculturists, traders, entrepreneurs, dairying industry and masses in general. 
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Key results of the Census: 

• Total Livestock population is 535.78 million- an increase of 4.6% over Livestock 

Census-2012. 

• Total Bovine population (Cattle, Buffalo, Mithun and Yak)-79 Million in 2019- an 

increase of about 1% over the previous census. 

• A decline of 6 % in the total Indigenous/ Non-descript cattle population over the 

previous census. 

About livestock census: 

• Conducted periodically since 1919-20. 

• Covers all domesticated animals and its headcounts. 

• It has been released by the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 

• It has been conducted once every 5 years. 

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding Ravanchhaya 

1. It is the most theatrical of shadow puppetry and is a popular form of 

entertainment in the Odisha region. 

2. They have many joints attached to them, making it a more complex art. 

3. There is use of non-human puppets, such as trees and animals as well. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ravanchhaya 

• It is the most theatrical of shadow puppetry and is a popular form of entertainment 

in the Odisha region. The puppets are made of deerskin and depict bold, dramatic 

postures. They do not have any joints attached to them, making it a more complex art. 

There is use of non-human puppets, such as trees and animals as well. The 

Ravanchhaya artists are thus extremely trained in their art – creating a lyrical and 

sensitive theatrical narration. 
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21. India’s  first underwater metro project is being constructed in 

 (a) Gandhinagar 

 (b) Mumbai 

 (c) Thiruvananthapuram 

 (d) Kolkata 

 

Solution: D 

 

• India’s first underwater metro nears completion after costs double. The first 

underwater metro project is being constructed in Kolkata, a part of which will pass 

under the iconic Hoogly River on which the famous Howrah Bridge is constructed. 

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding Sankirtana 

1. It is a ritual singing, drumming and dancing art form of Uttar Pradesh. 

2. The performers here narrate the life and deeds of Lord Krishna through songs and 

dances. 

3. It is listed under UNESCO intangible cultural heritage 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Sankirtana included in 2013 as UNESCO intangible cultural heritage list. 

• It is a ritual singing, drumming and dancing art form of Manipur. This art form is 

performed to mark religious occasions and various stages in the life of Manipuri 

Vaishnavites. Practiced at temples, the performers here narrate the life and deeds of 

Lord Krishna through songs and dances. Sankirtana brings people together on festive 

occasions and reinforces the relationship between the individual and the community 

through life cycle ceremonies. In a typical Sankirtana performance, two drummers and 

10 singers-dancers perform in the hall of a domestic courtyard encircled by the 

devotees. Musical instruments mainly used are Cymbals and Drums. 
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23. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Ocean Rim Association 

1. It aims to strengthening regional cooperation and sustainable development 

within the Indian Ocean Region 

2. India is member to this organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Indian Ocean Rim Association: 

• The Indian Ocean Rim Association was set up with the objective of strengthening 

regional cooperation and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean Region 

• The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite in nature, bringing together representatives of 

Government, Business and Academia, for promoting co-operation and closer 

interaction among them. 

• It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening Economic 

Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment, Promotion as well as 

Social Development of the region. 

• India, Australia, Iran, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, South Africa, Mozambique, Kenya, 

Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Bangladesh, Singapore, Mauritius, Madagascar, UAE, Yemen, 

Seychelles, Somalia, Comoros and Oman are among the members of IORA. 

Significance of IORA: 

• The existence of IORA is a reminder of the untapped potential of Indian Ocean 

regionalism. Nearly five decades ago, in the aftermath of decolonization, the attempt 

to bring together the Indian Ocean states faltered amidst deep divisions within the 

littoral and due to the negative impact of the Cold War. Today, the IORA underlines 

the region’s agency in shaping its own future. 

 

24. Consider the following pairs of literature and the authors: 

 Text/Work  Author 
1. Pancha-Siddhantika - Varamihira 
2. Siddhanta Shiromani - Bhaskara 
3. Aryabhatiya - Aryabhatta 
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Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Sushruta: Sushruta Samhita (Book on surgery) 

• Madhava: Madhava Nidana (Book on pathology) 

• Varamihira: Pancha-Siddhantika (Book on astrology) and Brihat Samhita (book on 

wide ranging subjects like planetary movements, geology, architecture, etc. 

• Aryabhatta: Aryabhatiya (Book on astronomy and mathematics) 

• Bhaskara: Siddhanta Shiromani 

 

25. Which of the following pairs of wetlands with their respective states is/are correctly 

matched? 

1. Chilika lake : Tripura 
2. Sambhar lake : Rajasthan 
3. Rudrasagar : Odisha 
4. Nal Sarovar : Gujarat 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam 

districts of Odisha state on the east coast of India, at the mouth of the Daya River, 

flowing into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 km 
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• Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland salt lake, is located 80 km southwest of the city 

of Jaipur and 64 km northeast of Ajmer, Rajasthan. It surrounds the historical Sambhar 

Lake Town. 

• Rudrasagar Lake, also known as Twijilikma, is a lake located in Melaghar, Tripura, 

India. The Government of India’s Ministry of Environment and Forest has identified 

Rudrasagar as one of the wetlands of National Importance for conservation and 

sustainable use based on its bio-diversity and socio economic importance. 

• Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, consisting primarily of a 120.82-square-kilometre (46.65 

sq mi) lake and ambient marshes, is situated about 64 km to the west of Ahmadabad 

near Sanand Village, in the Gujarat state of India. Mainly inhabited by migratory birds 

in winter and spring, it is the largest wetland bird sanctuary in Gujarat, and one of the 

largest in India. It was declared a bird sanctuary in April 1969. 

 

DAY – 74 (InstaTest-74) 

 

26. Consider the following statements regarding Irrawaddy Dolphins 

1. Irrawaddy dolphins are naturally found in coastal areas of South East Asia and 

West Asia. 

2. Dolphin distribution in Chilika is considered to be the highest single lagoon 

population. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Irrawaddy dolphins are found in coastal areas in South and Southeast Asia, and in 

three rivers: the Irrawaddy (Myanmar), the Mahakam (Indonesian Borneo) and the 

Mekong. It is an endangered species. 

• Dolphin distribution in Chilika is considered to be the highest single lagoon 

population. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/146-irrawaddy-dolphins-sighted-in-

chilika/article30600863.ece  
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27. Which of the following events has/have took place under Warren Hastings 

1. Introduction of Civil Services in India 

2. Asiatic Society of Bengal 

3. Ring fence policy 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Warren Hastings (1732-1818)  

1. Regulating Act of 1773 

2. Supreme Council of Bengal 

3. Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William (1774) was established 

4. Asiatic Society of Bengal (1784) 

5. Pitt’s India Act (1784) 

6. Stopped Mughal pension to Shah Alam II 

7. Abolished the Dual System in Bengal 

8. Moved Treasury from Murshidabad to Calcutta 

9. James Hicky’s Bengal Gazette- First Indian newspaper published (in 1780) 

10. First Anglo-Maratha War (1775–82) 

11. Second Anglo-Mysore war (1780–84) 

12. First Rohilla War of 1773–1774 

13. Ring fence policy 

14. Creation of collector post 

15. Experimentation on land settlements. (1772-five years settlement, changed to 1 year 

in 1776) 

16. English Translation of Bhagwat Gita by Charles Wilkins 

  

28. Which of the following events took place under Shah Alam II? 

1. Third Battle of Panipat 

2. Battle of Buxar 

3. Battle of Plassey 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Shah Alam II (1759-1806): His reign saw two decisive battles—the Third Battle of 

Panipat (1761) and the Battle of Buxar (1764). In 1765, according to the terms of 

Treaty of Allahabad (August 1765), he was taken under the East India Company’s 

protection and resided at Allahabad. He also issued a farman granting to the Company 

in perpetuity the Diwani (the right to collect revenue) of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. In 

1772, the Marathas took him to Delhi where he lived till 1803. In 1803, he again 

accepted the protection of the English, after the defeat of Daulat Rao Scindia by the 

English. Afterwards, the Mughal emperors became the pensioners of the English. 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding Geographical Indication 

1. The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. 

2. Geographical Indication can be licensed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific 

geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. 

• It is given primarily for an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product 

(handicrafts and industrial goods) originating from a definite geographical territory. 

Unlike a Trade Mark, Geographical Indication cannot be licensed. 

• The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. It can be 

renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years each. 
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30. Which of the following are imported from Tibet during Mughal period? 

1. Gold 

2. Musk 

3. Woolen cloth 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• On account of being self-sufficient in handicrafts and agricultural products, India did 

not import foreign goods on a large scale. On the other hand, its industrial and 

agricultural products were in good demand in foreign markets. Hence its exports were 

more than its imports; trade was balanced by import of silver and gold. India was 

known as a sink of precious metals. 

Items of Import 

• From the Persian Gulf Region—pearls, raw silk, wool, dates, dried fruits, and rose 

water; 

• From Arabia—coffee, gold, drugs, and honey; 

• From China—tea, sugar, porcelain, and silk; 

• From Tibet—gold, musk, and woolen cloth; 

• From Africa—ivory and drugs; 

• From Europe—woolen cloth, copper, iron, lead and paper. 

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding Permanent Land revenue settlement 

1. It was introduced by Cornwallis. 

2. The Zamindars were recognized as the permanent owners of the land. 

3. Zamindars were given instruction to pay 60% of the annual revenue to the state 

and were permitted to enjoy 40% of the revenue as their share. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• After his arrival in India Cornwallis found, “agriculture and trade decaying, Zamindars 

and rayots sinking into poverty and the money lenders the only flourishing class in the 

community.” In 1785 the Court of Directors permitted Cornwallis to implement a 

settlement with the Zamindars, at first for ten years and to be made permanent if it 

proved satisfactory. But in 1787 and in 1788 annual settlements were made. 

• In 1789 Cornwallis prepared rules for a Decennial settlement. Two different theories 

were held by Sir John Shore, the President of the Board of Revenue and Mr. James 

Grant, the Record Keeper with regard to the revenue settlement. John Shore 

maintained that the Zamindars were the owners of the land and the State had the 

right to a customary revenue from them. James Grant, on the other-hand held the 

view that the State was the owner of all land and the state had the right to make the 

settlement either with the Zamindar or the cultivator. 

• Ultimately, Cornwallis accepted the view of John Shore. In 1790 a settlement for ten 

years was made with the Zamindars who were recognized as the owners of the land. 

With the approval of the Court of Directors, the decennial Settlement was declared 

permanent on March 2, 1793. 

Provisions: 

• According to the Permanent Land revenue settlement the Zamindars were recognized 

as the permanent owners of the land. They were given instruction to pay 89% of the 

annual revenue to the state and were permitted to enjoy 11% of the revenue as their 

share. They were left independent in the internal affairs of their respective districts. 

The Zamindars were required to issue Patta and Quabuliyats to the cultivators 

mentioning the area of their land, and the amount of revenue to be paid by them to 

the state. The historians have expressed divergent opinions about its merits and 

demerits. 

 

32. In which of the following regions of India are you most likely to come across the `Great 

Indian Hornbill’ in its natural habitat? 

(a) Sand deserts of northwest India 

(b) Higher Himalayas of Jammu and Kashmir 

(c) Salt marshes of western Gujarat 

(d) Western Ghats 
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Solution: D 

 

• The great hornbill (Bucerosbicornis) also known as the concave-casqued hornbill, 

great Indian hornbill or great pied hornbill, is one of the larger members of the hornbill 

family. It is found in the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia. It is naturally found 

in Western Ghats. 

• Its impressive size and colour have made it important in many tribal cultures and 

rituals. The great hornbill is long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in captivity. It is 

predominantly frugivorous, but is an opportunist and will prey on small mammals, 

reptiles and birds. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/call-to-preserve-habitat-of-

great-indian-hornbills-in-the-nilgiris/article18350675.ece  

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding Ho and Munda Uprisings 

1. The Raja of Parahat organized his Ho tribals to revolt against the occupation of 

Singhbhum 

2. The Mundas in the region south of Ranchi rose revolted under Birsa Munda. 

3. The rebellion which began as a religious movement gathered political force to 

fight against introduction of feudal, zamindari and exploitation money-lenders 

and forest contractors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Ho and Munda Uprisings (1820-1837) 

• The Raja of Parahat organized his Ho tribals to revolt against the occupation of 

Singhbhum (now in Jharkhand). The revolt continued till 1827 when the Ho tribals 

were forced to submit. However, later in 1831, they again organized a rebellion, joined 

by the Mundas of Chotanagpur, to protest against the newly introduced farming 

revenue policy and the entry of Bengalis into their region. Though the revolt was 

extinguished in 1832, the Ho operations continued till 1837. Nor were the Mundas to 

be quiet for long. 
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• In 1899-1900, the Mundas in the region south of Ranchi rose under Birsa Munda. The 

Ulgulan was one of the most significant tribal uprisings in the period 1860-1920. 

• The rebellion which began as a religious movement gathered political force to fight 

against introduction of feudal, zamindari tenures, and exploitation by money-lenders 

and forest contractors. The Mundas claimed Chhotanagpur as their area in 1879. 

British armed forces were then deployed. Birsa was captured and imprisoned. 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding tribal revolts 

1. Khond Uprisings was led by Bapu Trimbakji Sawant. 

2. Koya Revolts were organized under Tomma Sora. 

3. Ramosi uprisings were organized under Chittur Singh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: B 

 

Khond Uprisings (1837-1856) 

• From 1837 to 1856, the Khonds of the hilly tracts extending from Odisha to the 

Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam districts of Andhra Pradesh revolted against Company 

rule. Chakra Bisoi, a young raja, led the Khonds who were joined by the Ghumsar, 

Kalahandi and other tribals to oppose the suppression of human sacrifice, new taxes, 

and the entry of zamindars into their areas. With Chakra Bisoi’s disappearance, the 

uprising came to an end. 

• [A later Khond rebellion in 1914 in the Orissa region was triggered by the hope that 

foreign rule would end and they could gain an autonomous government.] 

Koya Revolts 

• The Koyas of the eastern Godavari track (modern Andhra), joined by Khonda Sara 

chiefs, rebelled in 1803, 1840, 1845,1858, 1861 and 1862. They rose once again in 

1879-80 under Tomma Sora. Their complaints were oppression by police and 

moneylenders, new regulations and denial of their customary rights over forest areas. 

After the death of Tomma Sora, another rebellion was organized in 1886 by Raja 

Anantayyar. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  26 Insights IAS 

Ramosi Risings 

• The Ramosis, the hill tribes of the Western Ghats, had not reconciled to British rule 

and the British pattern of administration. They resented the policy of annexation. 

After the annexation of the Maratha territories by the British, the Ramosis, who had 

been employed by the Maratha administration, lost their means of livelihood. They 

rose under Chittur Singh in 1822 and plundered the country around Satara. Again, 

there were eruptions in 1825-26 under Umaji Naik of Poona and his supporter Bapu 

Trimbakji Sawant, and the disturbances continued till 1829. The disturbance occurred 

again in 1839 over deposition and banishment of Raja Pratap Singh of Satara, and 

disturbances erupted in 1840-41 also. Finally, a superior British force restored order 

in the area. Generally, the British followed a pacifist policy towards the Ramosis, and 

even recruited some of them into the hill police. 

 

35. Which one of the following books of ancient India has the love story of the son of the 

founder of Sunga dynasty? 

 (a) Swapnavasavadatta 

 (b) Malavikagnimitra 

 (c) Meghadoota 

 (d) Ratnavali 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Mālavikāgnimitram (Sanskrit, meaning Mālavikā and Agnimitra) is a Sanskrit play 

by Kālidāsa. It is his first play.(Kalidasa’s Mālavikāgnimitram is based on some events 

of the reign of Pushyamitra Shunga) 

• The play tells the story of the love of Agnimitra, the Shunga Emperor at Vidisha, for 

the beautiful handmaiden of his chief queen. He falls in love with the picture of an 

exiled servant girl named Mālavikā. 

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding Saddler University Commission 

1. The commission was set up to study and report on problems of Calcutta 

University. 

2. A separate board of secondary and intermediate education should be set up. 

3. A university should function as centralized, unitary residential-teaching 

autonomous body. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Saddler University Commission (1917-19) 

• The commission was set up to study and report on problems of Calcutta University but 

its recommendations were applicable more or less to other universities also. It 

reviewed the entire field from school education to university education. It held the 

view that, for the improvement of university education, improvement of secondary 

education was a necessary pre-condition. Its observations were as follows: 

• School course should cover 12 years. Students should enter university after an 

intermediate stage (rather than matric) for a three-year degree course in university. 

This was done to 

(a) prepare students for university stage; 

(b) relieve universities of a large number of below university standard students; 

and 

(c) provide collegiate education to those not planning to go through university 

stage. 

• A separate board of secondary and intermediate education should be set up for 

administration and control of secondary and intermediate education. 

• There should be less rigidity in framing university regulations. 

• A university should function as centralized, unitary residential-teaching autonomous 

body, rather than as scattered, affiliated colleges. 

• Female education, applied scientific and technological education, teachers’ training 

including those for professional and vocational colleges should be extended. 

• In the period from 1916 to 1921 seven new universities came up at Mysore, Patna, 

Benaras, Aligarh, Dacca, Lucknow and Osmania. In 1920, the Government 

recommended Saddler report to the provincial governments. 

 

37. Consider the following statements regarding Shah Mal during 1857 revolt 

1. He organized the headmen and peasants of some villages to rebel against the 

British hegemony in Uttar Pradesh. 

2. He made his headquarters at the bungalow of an irrigation department and 

turned it into a “hall of justice”. 
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3. Shah Mal prevented all official communication between British headquarters and 

Meerut. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The sacrifices made by the common masses were immense and innumerable. The 

name of Shah Mal, a local villager in Pargana Baraut (Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh), is most 

notable. He organized the headmen and peasants of 84 villages (referred as chaurasi 

desh), marching at night from village to village, urging people to rebel against the 

British hegemony. The people attacked government buildings, destroyed the bridges 

over the rivers and dug up metalled roads—partially to stop government forces from 

coming into the area, and partly because bridges and roads were viewed as symbols 

of British rule. Shah Mal sent supplies to the mutineers in Delhi and prevented all 

official communication between British headquarters and Meerut. He made his 

headquarters at the bungalow of an irrigation department on the banks of the Yamuna 

and supervised and controlled his operations from there. In fact, the bungalow was 

turned into a “hall of justice”, resolving disputes and dispensing judgments. He also 

organized an effective network of intelligence for a short duration, the people of the 

area felt that the British rule was over, and their own rule had come. Unfortunately, 

in July 1857, Shah Mal was killed by an English officer, Dunlap. It is alleged that Shah 

Mal’s body was cut into pieces and his head displayed on July 21, 1857 to terrify the 

public. For more than a year, however, the rebels carried on their struggle against 

heavy odds. 

 

38. In which of the following regions of India are shale gas resources found? 

1. Cambay Basin 

2. Cauvery Basin 

3. Krishna-Godavari Basin 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 
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 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Shale gas refers to natural gas that is trapped within shale formations. Shales are fine-

grained sedimentary rocks that can be rich sources of petroleum and natural gas. 

 

  

39. Consider the following statements regarding Indigo Revolt 

1. It was led by Digambar Biswas and Bishnu Biswas. 

2. Indigo commission recommended that the ryots could be compelled to grow 

indigo. 

3. They employed violent methods and resisted all legal methods to oppose indigo 

plantation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Indigo Revolt (1859-60) 

• In Bengal, the indigo planters, nearly all Europeans, exploited the local peasants by 

forcing them to grow indigo on their lands instead of the more paying crops like rice. 

The planters forced the peasants to take advance sums and enter into fraudulent 

contracts which were then used against the peasants. The planters intimidated the 

peasants through kidnappings, illegal confinements, flogging, attacks on women and 

children, seizure of cattle, burning and demolition of houses and destruction of crops. 

• The anger of the peasants exploded in 1859 when, led by Digambar Biswas and Bishnu 

Biswas of Nadia district, they decided not to grow indigo under duress and resisted 

the physical pressure of the planters and their lathiyals (retainers) backed by police 

and the courts. They also organized a counter force against the planters’ attacks. The 

planters also tried methods like evictions and enhanced rents. The ryots replied by 

going on a rent strike by refusing to pay the enhanced rents and by physically resisting 

the attempts to evict them. Gradually, they learned to use the legal machinery and 

initiated legal action supported by fund collection. The Bengali intelligentsia played a 

significant role by supporting the peasants’ cause through newspaper campaigns, 

organization of mass meetings, preparing memoranda on peasants’ grievances and 

supporting them in legal battles. 

• The Government appointed an indigo commission to inquire into the problem of 

indigo cultivation. Based on its recommendations, the Government issued a 

notification in November 1860 that the ryots could not be compelled to grow indigo 

and that it would ensure that all disputes were settled by legal means. But the 

planters were already closing down factories and indigo cultivation was virtually 

wiped out from Bengal by the end of 1860. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding Queen’s proclamation 

1. The governor-general acquired the additional title of ‘Viceroy’. 

2. The people of India were promised freedom of religion without interference from 

British officials. 

3. The proclamation promised equal opportunities in government services 

irrespective of race or creed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Even before the Revolt could be suppressed fully, the British Parliament, on August 2, 

1858, passed an Act for the Better Government of India. The Act declared Queen 

Victoria as the sovereign of British India and provided for the appointment of a 

Secretary of State for India (a member of the British cabinet). The direct responsibility 

for the administration of the country was assumed by the British Crown and 

Company rule was abolished. The assumption of the Government of India by the 

sovereign of Great Britain was announced by Lord Canning at a durbar at Allahabad 

in the ‘Queen’s Proclamation’ issued on November 1, 1858. (It was by this 

proclamation that the governor-general acquired the additional title of ‘Viceroy’.) 

Many of the promises made in that proclamation appeared to be of a positive nature 

to the Indians. 

As per the Queen’s proclamation, the era of annexations and expansion had ended and the 

British promised to respect the dignity and rights of the native princes. 

• The Indian states were henceforth to recognize the paramountcy of the British Crown 

and were to be treated as parts of a single charge. 

• The people of India were promised freedom of religion without interference from 

British officials. The proclamation also promised equal and impartial protection under 

law to all Indians, besides equal opportunities in government services irrespective of 

race or creed. It was also promised that old Indian rights, customs and practices would 

be given due regard while framing and administering the law. 

 

41. The Report titled ‘Women in prisons’ has been released by 

(a) National Crime Records Bureau 

(b) National Commission for Women 

(c) Sakhya Women’s Guidance Cell 

(d) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

 

Solution: D 
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Women in Prisons’ report: 

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) has come up with its report 

titled ‘Women in Prisons’ which aims to build an understanding of the various 

entitlements of women in prisons, the various issues faced by them and possible 

methods for resolution of the same. 

Stats: 

• As of 2015, there are 4, 19,623 persons in jail in India, of which, 17,834 (about 4.3%) 

are women. Of these, 11,916 (66.8%) are undertrial prisoners. 

• There is an increasing trend in the number of women prisoners – from 3.3% of all 

prisoners in 2000 to 4.3% in 2015. 

• A majority of female inmates are in the age group of 30-50 years (50.5%), followed by 

18-30 years (31.3%). 

• Of the total 1,401 prisons in India, only 18 are exclusive for women, housing 2,985 

female prisoners. Thus, a majority of women inmates are housed in women’s 

enclosures of general prisons. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding Hunter Education Commission 

1. It was appointed to review the progress of education in the country since the 

Macaulay’s Minute 

2. It drew attention to inadequate facilities for female education. 

3. It recommended transfer of control of primary education to newly set up district 

and municipal boards. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Hunter Education Commission (1882-83) 

Earlier schemes had neglected primary and secondary education. When education was 

shifted to provinces in 1870, primary and secondary education further suffered because the 

provinces already had limited resources at their disposal. In 1882, the Government appointed 

a commission under the chairmanship of W.W. Hunter to review the progress of education in 
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the country since the Despatch of 1854. The Hunter Commission mostly confined its 

recommendations to primary and secondary education. The commission— 

(i) emphasized that state’s special care is required for extension and 

improvement of primary education, and that primary education should be 

imparted through vernacular. 

(ii) recommended transfer of control of primary education to newly set up 

district and municipal boards. 

(iii) recommended that secondary (High School) education should have two 

divisions— 

1. literary—leading up to university. 

2. vocational—for commercial careers. 

(iv) drew attention to inadequate facilities for female education, especially 

outside presidency towns and made recommendations for its spread. 

The next two decades saw rapid growth and expansion of secondary and collegiate education 

with the participation of Indians. Also, more teaching-cum-examining universities were set up 

like the Punjab University (1882) and the Allahabad University (1887). 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding Ahmadiyya Movement 

1. It was founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1889. 

2. It was based on liberal principles. 

3. They believed in separating the mosque from the State. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Ahmadiyya Movement 

• The Ahmadiyya forms a sect of Islam which originated from India. It was founded by 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1889. It was based on liberal principles. It described itself as 

the standard-bearer of Mohammedan Renaissance, and based itself, like the Brahmo 

Samaj, on the principles of universal religion of all humanity, opposing jihad (sacred 

war against non-Muslims). The movement spread Western liberal education among 

the Indian Muslims. The Ahmadiyya community is the only Islamic sect to believe that 
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the Messiah had come in the person of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to end religious wars 

and bloodshed and to reinstate morality, peace and justice. 

• They believed in separating the mosque from the State as well as in human rights and 

tolerance. However, the Ahmadiyya Movement, like Baha’ism which flourished in the 

West Asian countries, suffered from mysticism. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding Economic Integration Road Map (EIRM) 

1. It has been proposed by Sri Lanka 

2. It aims to give counter to Belt and Road Initiative. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Economic Integration Road Map (EIRM): 

• It is proposed by Sri Lanka as a “sub-region”, consisting of the five southern States of 

India, Sri Lanka 

• It was important to conceptualise a “sub-region”, consisting of the five southern states 

of India, and Sri Lanka, to tap the total population of 300 million people and a 

combined GDP of over $500 billion. 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding Lokahitawadi 

1. Gopalhari Deshmukh wrote for a weekly Prabhakar 

2. He advocated a reorganization of Indian society on rational principles and 

modern, humanistic, secular values. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Gopalhari Deshmukh ‘Lokahitawadi’ 

• Gopalhari Deshmukh (1823-1892) was a social reformer and rationalist from 

Maharashtra. He held the post of a judge under British raj, but wrote for a weekly 

Prabhakar under the pen name of Lokahitawadi on social reform issues. 

• He advocated a reorganization of Indian society on rational principles and modern, 

humanistic, secular values. He attacked Hindu orthodoxy and supported social and 

religious equality. He wrote against the evils of the caste system. He said, “If religion 

does not sanction social reform, then change religion.” 

• He started a weekly, Hitechhu, and also played a leading role in founding the 

periodicals, Gyan Prakash, Indu Prakash and Lokahitawadi. 

 

46. Sammakka Sarakka jatara is recently seen in the news, has been celebrated in 

 (a) Kerala 

 (b) Telangana 

 (c) Tamil Nadu 

 (d) Karnataka 

 

Solution: B 

 

Sammakka-Sarakka/Saralamma Jatara: 

• Sammakka-Sarakka Jatara held by forest dwelling Koya tribe of Telangana and 

surrounding States, is the biggest Tribal festival in Asia which is attended by one crore 

people on an average. 

• The event is held bi-annually to honour the twin goddesses Sammakka and her 

daughter Sarakka. 

• Several communities in Telangana society support Jatara as it is also a mythical 

narrative of two tribal women leaders who fought against the Kakatiya rulers who 

tried to annex their land and forests. 

• According to the myth it was Sammakka’s curse which caused gradual decline and 

death of Kakatiya rule. 
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47. Consider the following statements regarding Brahmo Samaj 

1. Adi Brahmo Samaj was organized under Debendranath Tagore. 

2. Sadharan Brahmo Samaj was organized under Keshab Chandra Sen. 

3. Brahmo Samaj of India was organized under Ananda Mohan Bose, Shibchandra 

Deb and Umesh Chandra Datta. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Keshab and his followers founded the Brahmo Samaj of India in 1866, while 

Debendranath Tagore’s Samaj came to be known as the Adi Brahmo Samaj. 

• In 1878, Keshab’s inexplicable act of getting his thirteen-year-old daughter married to 

the minor Hindu Maharaja of Cooch-Behar with all the orthodox Hindu rituals caused 

another split in Keshab’s Brahmo Samaj of India. Earlier, Keshab had begun to be 

considered as an incarnation by some of his followers, much to the dislike of his 

progressive followers. Further, Keshab had begun to be accused of authoritarianism. 

• After 1878, the disgusted followers of Keshab set up a new organization, the Sadharan 

Brahmo Samaj. The Sadharan Brahmo Samaj was started by Ananda Mohan Bose, 

Shibchandra Deb and Umesh Chandra Datta. It reiterated the Brahmo doctrines of 

faith in a Supreme being, one God, the belief that no scripture or man is infallible, 

belief in the dictates of reason, truth and morality. 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion 

Council. 

1. It is an autonomous body. 

2. It was set up under Ministry of Finance. 

3. It aims to promote the Indian gem and jewellery industry and its products. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: C 

 

Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council: 

• The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) was set up by the Ministry of 

Commerce and industry, Government of India (GoI) in 1966. 

• It was one of several Export Promotion Councils (EPCs) launched by the Indian 

Government, to boost the country’s export thrust, when India’s post-Independence 

economy began making forays in the international markets. 

• Since 1998, the GJEPC has been granted autonomous status. 

• The GJEPC is the apex body of the gems & jewellery industry and today it represents 

over 6,000 exporters in the sector. 

• It aims to promote the Indian gem and jewellery industry and its products. 

 

49. Consider the following statements regarding Paramahansa Mandali 

1. It was founded by Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. 

2. It said that real religion is based on love and moral conduct. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Paramahansa Mandali 

• Founded in 1849 in Maharashtra, the founders of the Paramahansa Mandali—

Dadoba Pandurang, Mehtaji Durgaram and others—began as a secret society that 

worked to reform Hindu religion and society in general. The ideology of the society 

was closely linked to that of the Manav Dharma Sabha. Besides believing that one god 

should be worshipped, the society also said real religion is based on love and moral  

conduct. Freedom of thought was encouraged as was rationality. The founders of the 

mandali were primarily interested in breaking caste rules. At their meetings, food 

cooked by lower caste people was taken by the members. These mandalis also 

advocated widow remarriage and women’s education. Branches of Paramahansa 

Mandali existed in Poona, Satara and other towns of Maharashtra. 
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50. Consider the following statements 

1. Reservation in promotion in public posts can be claimed as a fundamental right. 

2. States are bound to provide reservation in appointments and promotions 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Reservation in promotion in public posts cannot be claimed as a fundamental right. 

Articles 16 (4) and 16 (4-A) of the Constitution does not confer individuals with a 

fundamental right to claim reservation in promotion. It only empowers the State to 

make a reservation in matters of appointment and promotion in favour of the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, only if in the opinion of the State they are 

not adequately represented in the services of the State. 

• The Supreme Court has recently ruled that the states are not bound to provide 

reservation in appointments and promotions and that there is no fundamental right 

to reservation in promotions. State governments are not bound to make a reservation 

and have discretion in providing reservations. 

 

DAY – 75 (InstaTest-75) 

 

51. Organizing the All India Whips Conference is one of the important functions assigned to 

the 

(a) Leader of Ruling and Opposition parties 

(b) Ministry of Parliament Affairs 

(c) Lok Sabha Secretariat 

(d) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

 

Solution: B 
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• Organizing the All India Whips Conference is one of the functions assigned to the 

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, under Government of India (Allocation of 

Business) Rules, 1961 made under article 77(3) of the Constitution. 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Bardoli Satyagraha 

1. The movement sparked off in 1906 when the authorities decided to increase the 

land revenue by 30 per cent. 

2. Vallabhbhai Patel was called to lead the movement. 

3. The women of Bardoli gave him the title of “Sardar”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bardoli Satyagraha 

• The Bardoli taluqa in Surat district had witnessed intense politicization after the 

coming of Gandhi on the national political scene. The movement sparked off in 

January 1926 when the authorities decided to increase the land revenue by30 per 

cent. The Congress leaders were quick to protest and a Bardoli Inquiry Committee 

was set up to go into the issue. The committee found the revenue hike to be 

unjustified. In February 1926, Vallabhbhai Patel was called to lead the movement. The 

women of Bardoli gave him the title of “Sardar”. Under Patel, the Bardoli peasants 

resolved to refuse payments of the revised assessment until the Government 

appointed an independent tribunal or accepted the current amount as full payment. 

To organize the movement, Patel setup 13 chhavanis or workers’ camps in the taluqa. 

Bardoli Satyagraha Patrika was brought out to mobilize public opinion. An 

intelligence wing was set up to make sure all the tenants followed the movement’s 

resolutions. Those who opposed the movement faced a social boycott. Special 

emphasis was placed on the mobilization of women. K.M.Munshi and Lalji Naranji 

resigned from the Bombay Legislative Council in support of the movement. 

• By August 1928, massive tension had built up in the area. There were prospects of a 

railway strike in Bombay. Gandhi reached Bardoli to stand by in case of any 

emergency. The Government was looking for a graceful withdrawal now. It set the 

condition that first the enhanced rent be paid by all the occupants (not actually done). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  40 Insights IAS 

Then, a committee went into the whole affair and found the revenue hike to be 

unjustified and recommended a rise of 6.03 per cent only. 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding economic conditions of the workers 

1. Sasipada Banerjea started a workingmen’s club and newspaper Bharat 

Shramjeevi. 

2. Narain Meghajee Lokhanday started the newspaper Deenbandhu. 

3. Sorabjee Shapoorji Bengalee had set up the Bombay Mill and Mill hands 

Association. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Earlier attempts to improve the economic conditions of the workers were in the nature of the 

philanthropic efforts which were isolated, sporadic and aimed at specific local grievances. 

• 1870 Sasipada Banerjea started a workingmen’s club and newspaper Bharat 

Shramjeevi. 

• 1878 Sorabjee Shapoorji Bengalee tried to get a bill, providing better working 

conditions to labour, passed in the Bombay Legislative Council. 

• 1880 Narain Meghajee Lokhanday started the newspaper Deenbandhu and set up 

the Bombay Mill and Millhands Association. 

• 1899 The first strike by the Great Indian Peninsular Railways took place, and it got 

widespread support. Tilak’s Kesari and Maharatta had been campaigning for the 

strike for months. 

There were many prominent nationalist leaders like Bipin Chandra Pal and G. Subramanya 

Aiyar who demanded better conditions for workers and other pro-labour reforms. 

 

54. Which of the following nations is not a member of MERCOSUR, an economic and 

political bloc? 

 (a) Chile 

 (b) Brazil 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  41 Insights IAS 

 (c) Uruguay 

 (d) Argentina 

 

Solution: A 

 

Mercosur is an economic and political bloc comprising Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, 

and Venezuela. Created during a period when longtime rivals Argentina and Brazil were 

seeking to improve relations, the bloc saw some early successes, including a tenfold increase 

in trade within the group in the 1990s. 

 

55. Consider the following statements regarding Wardha Scheme of Basic Education 

1. The main principle behind this scheme was ‘learning through activity’ and was 

based on Gandhi’s ideas. 

2. Zakir Hussain committee formulated a detailed national scheme for basic 

education. 

3. Teaching to be in Hindi from class II to VII and in English only after class VIII. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Wardha Scheme of Basic Education (1937) 

• The Congress had organized a National Conference on Education in October 1937 in 

Wardha. In the light of the resolutions passed there, Zakir Hussain committee 

formulated a detailed national scheme for basic education. The main principle behind 

this scheme was ‘learning through activity’. It was based on Gandhi’s ideas published 

in a series of articles in the weekly Harijan. Gandhi thought that Western education 

had created a gulf between the educated few and the masses and had also made the 

educated elite ineffective. The scheme had the following provisions. 

(i) Inclusion of a basic handicraft in the syllabus. 

(ii) First seven years of schooling to be an integral part of a free and 

compulsory nationwide education system (through mother tongue). 
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(iii) Teaching to be in Hindi from class II to VII and in English only after class 

VIII. 

(iv) Ways to be devised to establish contact with the community around 

schools through service. 

(v) A suitable technique to be devised with a view to implementing the main 

idea of basic education—educating the child through the medium of 

productive activity of a suitable handicraft. 

The system, rather than being a methodology for education, was an expression of an idea for 

a new life and a new society. The basic premise was that only through such a scheme could 

India be an independent and non-violent society. This scheme was child-centred and 

cooperative. There was not much development of this idea, because of the start of the 

Second World War and the resignation of the Congress ministries (October 1939). 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Licensing Regulations, 1823 

1. It was enacted by Lord Wellesley. 

2. According to these regulations, starting or using a press without licence was a 

penal offence. 

3. Rammohan Roy’s Mirat-ul-Akbar had to stop publication. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Censorship of Press Act, 1799 

• Lord Wellesley enacted this, anticipating French invasion of India. It imposed almost 

wartime press restrictions including pre-censorship. These restrictions were relaxed 

under Lord Hastings, who had progressive views, and in 1818, pre censorship was 

dispensed with. 

Licensing Regulations, 1823 

• The acting governor-general, John Adams, who had reactionary views, enacted these. 

According to these regulations, starting or using a press without licence was a penal 

offence. Later on, the Act was extended to cover journals, pamphlets and books. 
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These restrictions were directed chiefly against Indian language newspapers or those 

edited by Indians. Rammohan Roy’s  Mirat-ul-Akbar had to stop publication. 

 

57. What is the application of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer Technology? 

(a) Production of biolarvicides 

(b) Manufacture of biodegradable plastics 

(c) Reproductive cloning of animals 

(d) Production of organisms free of diseases 

 

Solution: C 

 

• In genetics and developmental biology, somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) is a 

laboratory strategy for creating a viable embryo from a body cell and an egg cell. The 

technique consists of taking an enucleated oocyte (egg cell) and implanting a donor 

nucleus from a somatic (body) cell. It is used in both therapeutic and reproductive 

cloning. 

 

58. Consider the following statements regarding The Charter Act of 1833 

1. The Company’s monopoly over trade with China and in tea was extended. 

2. A law member was added to the governor-general’s council for professional 

advice on law-making. 

3. The administration was urged to take steps to ameliorate the conditions of slaves 

and to ultimately abolish slavery. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 
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The Charter Act of 1833 

• The lease of 20 years to the Company was further extended. Territories of India were 

to be governed in the name of the Crown. 

• The Company’s monopoly over trade with China and in tea also ended. 

• All restrictions on European immigration and the acquisition of property in India were 

lifted. Thus, the way was paved for the wholesale European colonization of India. 

• In India, a financial, legislative and administrative centralization of the government 

was envisaged: 

— The governor-general was given the power to superintend, control 

and direct all civil and military affairs of the Company. 

— Bengal, Madras, Bombay and all other territories were placed under 

complete control of the governor-general. 

— All revenues were to be raised under the authority of the governor-

general who would have complete control over the expenditure too. 

— The Governments of Madras and Bombay were drastically deprived 

of their legislative powers and left with a right of proposing to the 

governor-general the projects of law which they thought to be 

expedient. 

• A law member was added to the governor-general’s council for professional advice on 

law-making. 

• Indian laws were to be codified and consolidated. 

• No Indian citizen was to be denied employment under the Company on the basis of 

religion, colour, birth, descent, etc. (Although the reality was different, this 

declaration formed the sheet-anchor of political agitation in India.) 

• The administration was urged to take steps to ameliorate the conditions of slaves and 

to ultimately abolish slavery. (Slavery was abolished in 1843.) 

 

59. Which of the following were founded/organised by Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar 

1. All India Scheduled Castes Federation 

2. Mahad Satyagraha 

3. Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

• Babasaheb Ambedkar, who had experienced the worst form of casteist discrimination 

during his childhood, fought against upper caste tyranny throughout his life. He 

organized the All India Scheduled Castes Federation, while several other leaders of 

the depressed classes founded the All India Depressed Classes Association. Ambedkar 

condemned the hierarchical and insular caste system as a whole, and advocated the 

annihilation of the institution of caste for the real progress of the nation. The struggle 

of the depressed classes led to the provision of special representation for these 

classes in the Government of India Act, 1935. 

• Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar led the Mahad Satyagraha in March 1927 to challenge the 

regressive customs of the caste Hindus. He stressed the necessity of removing ideas 

of ‘high’ and ‘low’ and inculcating self-elevation through self-help, self-respect and 

self-knowledge. He led a procession of some 2,500 ‘untouchables’ through the town 

of Mahad to the Chawdar tank, a public source of water tank from which the 

untouchables were not allowed to draw water. Dr Ambedkar took water from the tank 

and drank it. There were huge protests by caste Hindus. Later in December 1927, 

Ambedkar and his colleagues burnt the ‘Manusmriti’ at the same place as a gesture of 

getting rid of inequalities. 

• Dr Ambedkar established the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha in 1924 to highlight the 

difficulties and grievances of the dalits before the government. Its motto was: 

‘Educate, Agitate and Organize’. 

 

60. Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, the Himalayas are spread over five States only. 

2. Western Ghats are spread over five States only. 

3. Pulicat Lake is spread over two States only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  46 Insights IAS 

• The Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) is spreading namely, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram. 

• The Western Ghats, also known as Sahyadri are a mountain range that covers an area 

of 140,000 square kilometres (54,000 sq mi) in a stretch of 1,600 kilometres (990 mi) 

parallel to the western coast of the Indian peninsula, traversing the states of Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

• Pulicat Lake is spread over two States only. 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding participation of women in national 

movement 

1. Mehribai Tata played a vital role in the formation and advancement of National 

Council of Women. 

2. All India Women’s Conference (AIWC), founded by Margaret Cousins in 1927. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• In 1925, the National Council of Women in India, a national branch of the 

International Council of Women, was formed. Mehribai Tata played a vital role in its 

formation and advancement. She opined that the purdah system, caste differences 

and lack of education prevented women from working to solve societal problems. 

Other women who held important positions on the executive committee of the 

council included Cornelia Sarabji, India’s first lady barrister; Tarabai Premchand, wife 

of a wealthy banker; Shaffi Tyabji, a member of one of Mumbai’s leading Muslim 

families; and Maharani Sucharu Devi, daughter of Keshab Chandra Sen. 

• However, according to critics, the philanthropic style that was being followed by these 

women was that of upper-class English women. 

• The All India Women’s Conference (AIWC), founded by Margaret Cousins in 1927, 

was perhaps the first women’s organization with an egalitarian approach. Its first 

conference was held at Ferguson College, Pune. 
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62. Consider the following statements regarding Nature of the 1857 Revolt 

1. R.C. Majumdar - “Neither first, nor National War of 
Independence” 

2. S.N. Sen - “A Mohammedan conspiracy 
making capital of Hindu grievances” 

3. V.D. Savarkar - “War of independence” 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Nature of the Revolt 

• It was at the beginning of the twentieth century that the 1857 revolt came to be 

interpreted as a “planned war of national independence”, by V.D. Savarkar in his 

book, The Indian War of Independence, 1857. Savarkar called the revolt the first war 

of Indian independence. He said it was inspired by the lofty ideal of self-rule by Indians 

through a nationalist upsurge. Dr S.N. Sen in his Eighteen Fifty-Seven considers the 

revolt as having begun as a fight for religion but ending as a war of independence. Dr 

R.C. Majumdar, however, considers it as neither the first, nor national, nor a war of 

independence as large parts of the country remained unaffected and many sections 

of the people took no part in the upsurge. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru considered the revolt of 1857 as essentially a feudal uprising 

though there were some nationalistic elements in it (Discovery of India). M.N. Roy felt 

the revolt was a last ditch stand of feudalism against commercial capitalism. R.P. 

Dutt also saw the significance of the revolt of the peasantry against foreign 

domination even as he acknowledged it to be a defence of the old feudal order. 

Nature 

• R.C. Majumdar and S.N. Sen— “Not an organized ‘national ’revolt” 

• R.C. Majumdar— “Neither first, nor National War of Independence” 

• V.D. Savarkar—“War of independence” 

• Eric Stokes—“Elitist in character” 

• Lawrence and Seeley—“Mere sepoy mutiny” 

• T.R. Holmes—“A conflict between civilization and barbarism” 

• James Outram—“A Mohammedan conspiracy making capital of Hindu grievances” 

• Percival Spear—Three phases of the revolt 
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63. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body. 

2. Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for the conduct of 

both general elections and bye-elections. 

3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of 

recognized political parties. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority 

responsible for administering election processes in India at national, state and district 

level. 

• The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state Legislative 

Assemblies, state legislative Councils, and the offices of the President and Vice 

President of the country. 

• “The Election Commissioner Amendment Act, 1989” was adopted on 1 January 1990 

which turned the commission into a multi-member body: a 3-member Commission 

has been in operation since then and the decisions by the commission are made by a 

majority vote. 

• Election Commission of India decides the election schedule for the conduct of both 

general elections and bye-elections. 

• Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognized 

political parties. 

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding Kisan Sabha Movement 

1. Kisan Sabhas were organized in UP due to the efforts of the Home Rule activists. 

2. The United Provinces Kisan Sabha was set up in1938 by Gauri Shankar Mishra and 

Indra Narayan Dwivedi. 

3. Awadh Kisan Sabha came into existence because of differences in nationalist 

ranks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Kisan Sabha Movement 

• After the 1857 revolt, the Awadh taluqdars had got back their lands. This strengthened 

the hold of the taluqdars or big landlords over the agrarian society of the province. 

The majority of the cultivators were subjected to high rents, summary evictions 

(bedakhali), illegal levies, renewal fees or nazrana. The First World War had hiked the 

prices of food and other necessities. This worsened the conditions of the UP peasants. 

• Mainly due to the efforts of the Home Rule activists, kisan sabhas were organized in 

UP. The United Provinces Kisan Sabha was set up in February 1918 by Gauri Shankar 

Mishra and Indra Narayan Dwivedi. Madan Mohan Malaviya supported their efforts. 

By June 1919, the UP Kisan Sabha had 450 branches. Other prominent leaders 

included Jhinguri Singh, Durgapal Singh and Baba Ramchandra. In June 1920, Baba 

Ramchandra urged Nehru to visit these villages. During these visits, Nehru developed 

close contacts with the villagers. 

• In October 1920, the Awadh Kisan Sabha came into existence because of differences 

in nationalist ranks. The Awadh Kisan Sabha asked the kisans to refuse to till bedakhali 

land, not to offer hari and begar (forms of unpaid labour), to boycott those who did 

not accept these conditions and to solve their disputes through panchayats. 

• From the earlier forms of mass meetings and mobilization, the patterns of activity 

changed rapidly in January 1921 to the looting of bazaars, houses, granaries and 

clashes with the police. The centres of activity were primarily the districts of Rai 

Bareilly, Faizabad and Sultanpur. The movement declined soon, partly due to 

government repression and partly because of the passing of the Awadh Rent 

(Amendment) Act. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Education of Women 

1. The Christian missionaries were the first to set up the Calcutta Female Juvenile 

Society. 

2. The Bethune School was founded by J.E.D. Bethune. 

3. Charles Wood’s Despatch on Education laid great stress on the need for female 

education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Education of Women- 

• The Christian missionaries were the first to set up the Calcutta Female Juvenile 

Society in 1819. The Bethune School, founded by J.E.D. Bethune, president of the 

Council of Education in Calcutta in 1849 was the first fruit of the powerful movement 

for women’s education that arose in the 1840s and 1850s. Pandit Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar was associated with no less than 35 girls’ schools in Bengal and is 

considered one of the pioneers of women’s education. 

• Charles Wood’s Despatch on Education (1854) laid great stress on the need for 

female education. In 1914, the Women’s Medical Service did a lot of work in training 

nurses and mid-wives. The Indian Women’s University set up by Professor D.K. Karve 

in 1916 was one of the outstanding institutions imparting education to women. In the 

same year Lady Hardinge Medical College was opened in Delhi. 

 

66. Consider the following statement regarding Corona Kavach App 

1. It has been introduced by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) in association with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MHFW). 

2. It launched to locate a COVID-19 positive patient. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Corona Kavach App 

• Indian Government has finally launched its own Coronavirus tracking app dubbed 

Corona Kavach. 
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• It has been introduced by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) in association with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MHFW). 

• The Android smart phone app is a location-based COVID-19 tracking one, which will 

alert a user if they are at the risk of catching the virus and tell about the COVID-19 

cases in the country. 

• The Corona Kavach app is meant to track Coronavirus and somehow control its spread. 

 

67. Consider the following statements regarding revolutionary movements 

1. Madam Bhikaji Cama, a Parsi revolutionary brought out Bande Mataram. 

2. Virendranath Chattopadhyay had started in London an Indian Home Rule Society. 

3. The Berlin Committee for Indian Independence was established by Shyamji 

Krishnavarma. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Shyamji Krishnavarma had started in London in 1905 an Indian Home Rule Society—

‘India House’—as a centre for Indian students, a scholarship scheme to bring radical 

youth from India, and a journal The Indian Sociologist. Revolutionaries such as 

Savarkar and Hardayal became the members of India House. Madanlal Dhingra from 

this circle assassinated the India office bureaucrat Curzon-Wyllie in 1909. Soon, 

London became too dangerous for the revolutionaries, particularly after Savarkar had 

been extradited in 1910 and transported for life in the Nasik conspiracy case. 

• New centres emerged on the continent—Paris and Geneva—from where Madam 

Bhikaji Cama, a Parsi revolutionary who had developed contacts with French 

socialists and who brought out Bande Mataram, and Ajit Singh operated. And after 

1909 when Anglo-German relations deteriorated, Virendranath Chattopadhyaya 

chose Berlin as his base. 

The Ghadr 

• The Ghadr Party was a revolutionary group organized around a weekly newspaper The 

Ghadr with its headquarters at San Francisco and branches along the US coast and in 

the Far East. 
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• These revolutionaries included mainly ex-soldiers and peasants who had migrated 

from the Punjab to the USA and Canada in search of better employment opportunities. 

They were based in the US and Canadian cities along the western (Pacific) coast. Pre-

Ghadr revolutionary activity had been carried on by Ramdas Puri, G.D. Kumar, 

Taraknath Das, Sohan Singh Bhakna and Lala Hardayal who reached there in 1911. 

To carry out revolutionary activities, the earlier activists had set up a ‘Swadesh Sevak 

Home’ at Vancouver and ‘United India House’ at Seattle. Finally in 1913, the Ghadr 

was established. 

• The Berlin Committee for Indian Independence was established in 1915 by 

Virendranath Chattopadhyay, Bhupendranath Dutta, Lala Hardayal and others with 

the help of the German foreign office under ‘Zimmerman Plan’. These revolutionaries 

aimed to mobilize the Indian settlers abroad to send volunteers and arms to India to 

incite rebellion among Indian troops there and to even organize an armed invasion of 

British India to liberate the country. 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding Kheda Satyagraha 

1. Gandhi was mainly the spiritual head of the struggle. 

2. It was Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and a group of other devoted Gandhians, gave the 

necessary political leadership. 

3. It was organized against tinkathia System. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Kheda Satyagraha (1918)—First Non-Cooperation 

• Because of drought in 1918, the crops failed in Kheda district of Gujarat. According to 

the Revenue Code, if the yield was less than one-fourth the normal produce, the 

farmers were entitled to remission. The Gujarat Sabha, consisting of the peasants, 

submitted petitions to the highest governing authorities of the province requesting 

that the revenue assessment for the year 1919 be suspended. The government, 

however, remained adamant and said that the property of the farmers would be 

seized if the taxes were not paid. Gandhi asked the farmers not to pay the taxes. 

Gandhi, however, was mainly the spiritual head of the struggle. It was Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel and a group of other devoted Gandhians, namely, Narahari Parikh, 
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Mohanlal Pandya and Ravi Shankar Vyas, who went around the villages, organized 

the villagers and told them what to do and gave the necessary political leadership. 

Patel along with his colleagues organized the tax revolt which the different ethnic and 

caste communities of Kheda supported. 

• The revolt was remarkable in that discipline and unity were maintained. Even when, 

on non-payment of taxes, the government seized the farmers’ personal property, land 

and livelihood, a vast majority of Kheda’s farmers did not desert Sardar Patel. Gujarat 

is in other parts who sympathized with the cause of the revolt helped by sheltering 

the relatives and property of the protesting peasants. Those Indians who sought to 

buy the confiscated lands were socially ostracized. 

• Ultimately, the government sought to bring about an agreement with the farmers. It 

agreed to suspend the tax for the year in question, and for the next; reduce the 

increase in rate; and return all the confiscated property. The struggle at Kheda 

brought a new awakening among the peasantry. They became aware that they would 

not be free of injustice and exploitation unless and until their country achieved 

complete independence. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding National Career Service Project 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

2. This project provides a nation-wide online platform for jobseekers and employers 

for job matching in a dynamic, efficient and responsive manner. 

3. The project will provide information about opportunities for training and re-

skilling also. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

NCS (NATIONAL CAREER SERVICE): 

• The Ministry of Labour and Employment launched the National Career Service (NCS) 

Project by transforming the processes in the existing network of 978 Employment 

Exchanges whereby they also function as career centers. 

• It is one of the mission mode projects under the umbrella of E-Governance Plan. 
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• The NCS portal provides a nation-wide online platform for jobseekers and employers 

for job matching in a dynamic, efficient and responsive manner. 

• NCS provides a host of career-related services such as dynamic job matching, career 

counselling, job notifications, vocational guidance, information on skill development 

courses, internships and alike. 

• NCS would facilitate not just the online matching of jobs, but provide information 

about opportunities for training and re-skilling also. 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding Simon Commission 

1. It proposed the abolition of dyarchy and the establishment of representative 

government in the provinces. 

2. There should be universal franchise. 

3. It recommended that separate communal electorates be retained. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Simon Commission Recommendations 

• The Simon Commission published a two-volume report in May 1930. It proposed the 

abolition of dyarchy and the establishment of representative government in the 

provinces which should be given autonomy. It said that the governor should have 

discretionary power in relation to internal security and administrative powers to 

protect the different communities. The number of members of provincial legislative 

council should be increased. 

• The report rejected parliamentary responsibility at the center. The governor-general 

was to have complete power to appoint the members of the cabinet. And the 

Government of India would have complete control over the high court. 

• It also recommended that separate communal electorates be retained (and extended 

such electorates to other communities) but only until tensions between Hindus and 

Muslims had died down. There was to be no universal franchise. 

• It accepted the idea of federalism but not in the near future; it suggested that a 

Consultative Council of Greater India should be established which should include 

representatives of both the British provinces as well as princely states. 
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71. Consider the following statements 

1. The National Disaster Management Authority is a statutory body. 

2. National Disaster Response Force works under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

3. NDMA is chaired by Union Minister of Home Affairs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA): 

• The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is the apex statutory body for 

disaster management in India. 

• On 23 December 2005, the Government of India enacted the Disaster Management 

Act, which envisaged the creation of National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA). 

• It is headed by the Prime Minister. 

• State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) headed by respective Chief 

Ministers, to spearhead and implement a holistic and integrated approach to Disaster 

Management in India. 

• NDMA, as the apex body, is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and guidelines 

for Disaster Management to ensure timely and effective response to disasters. 

National Disaster Response Force: 

• The Disaster Management Act has made the statutory provisions for constitution of 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the purpose of specialized response to 

natural and man-made disasters. 

• All battalions have been equipped and trained to respond natural and man-made 

disasters including chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) emergencies. 

• It works under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 

72. Which of the following proposals were accepted under Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

1. Immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence 

2. Return of all lands not yet sold to third parties 

3. Public inquiry into police excesses 
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4. Commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades’ death sentence to life sentence 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

On January 25, 1931, Gandhi and all other members of the Congress Working Committee 

(CWC) were released unconditionally. The CWC authorized Gandhi to initiate discussions with 

the viceroy. As a result of these discussions, a pact was signed between the viceroy, 

representing the British Indian Government, and Gandhi, representing the Indian people, in 

Delhi on February 14, 1931. This Delhi Pact, also known as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, placed the 

Congress on an equal footing with the government. Irwin on behalf of the government agreed 

on— 

• immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence; 

• remission of all fines not yet collected; 

• return of all lands not yet sold to third parties; 

• lenient treatment to those government servants who had resigned; 

• right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption (not for sale); 

• right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing; and 

• withdrawal of emergency ordinances. 

The viceroy, however, turned down two of Gandhi’s demands— 

(i) public inquiry into police excesses, and 

(ii) commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades’ death sentence to life sentence. 

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding National Centre for Disease Control 

1. It works under the administrative control of the Director General of Health 

Services 

2. It functions as the nodal agency in the country for disease surveillance facilitating 

prevention and control of communicable diseases. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

National Centre for Disease Control: 

• It is an institute under the Indian Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

• It was established in July 1963 for research in epidemiology and control of 

communicable diseases. 

• It was previously known as National Institute of Communicable Diseases. 

• It functions as the nodal agency in the country for disease surveillance facilitating 

prevention and control of communicable diseases. 

 

74. Consider the following statements regarding Quit India Resolution 

1. It was organized in reaction to August offer. 

2. The Quit India Resolution was ratified at the Congress meeting at Gowalia Tank, 

Bombay,1942. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• After Cripps’ departure, Gandhi framed a resolution calling for British withdrawal 

and a non-violent non-cooperation movement against any Japanese invasion. The 

CWC meeting at Wardha (July 14, 1942) accepted the idea of a struggle. 
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The ‘Quit India’ Resolution 

• In July 1942, the Congress Working Committee met at Wardha and resolved that it 

would authorize Gandhi to take charge of the non-violent mass movement. The 

resolution generally referred to as the ‘Quit India’ resolution. Proposed by Jawaharlal 

Nehru and seconded by Sardar Patel, it was to be approved by the All India Congress 

Committee meeting in Bombay in August. 

The Quit India Resolution was ratified at the Congress meeting at Gowalia Tank, Bombay, on 

August 8, 1942. The meeting also resolved to 

• demand an immediate end to British rule in India. 

• declare commitment of free India to defend itself against all types of Fascism and 

imperialism. 

• form a provisional Government of India after British withdrawal. 

• sanction a civil disobedience movement against British rule. 

Gandhi was named the leader of the struggle. 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding Young Scientist Programme 

1. It is a special programme for school children launched by Ministry of Human 

Resource Development. 

2. It aims at imparting basic knowledge on space technology, space science and 

space applications to the younger ones 

3. OCI students are also eligible for the programme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Young Scientist Programme 

• ISRO has launched a special programme for school children called Yuva Vigyani 

Karyakram or Young Scientist Programme. 

• The programme aims at imparting basic knowledge on space technology, space 

science and space applications to the younger ones with the intent of arousing their 

interest in the emerging areas of space activities. 
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• Under the programme, three students each will be selected to participate in it every 

year from each state and union territory, covering CBSE, ICSE and state syllabus. 

• The eligibility for being chosen for the programme includes those students who have 

finished 8th standard and are currently studying in the 9th standard. 

• The selection will be based on the academic performance and extracurricular activities 

of the students, as per the selection criteria already circulated to the chief secretaries 

of the states and administrators of Union Territories. 

• The students belonging to rural areas have been given special weightage under the 

selection criteria set by ISRO. 

• Students who are studying in India including OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) are eligible 

for the programme. 

 

DAY – 76 (InstaTest-75) 

 

76. Which one of the following foreign travellers elaborately discussed about diamonds and 

diamond mines of India? 

 (a) Francois Bernier 

 (b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier 

 (c) Jean de Thevenot 

 (d) Abbe BarthelemyCarre 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (1605-1689) was a French explorer and merchant. He was the 

first European to describe the diamond mines in India. 

• In 1676, Tavernier published an account of his six journeys to India and Persia from 

1631 to 1668 in Les Six Voyages de Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (translated into English in 

1678 as The Six Voyages of John Baptista Tavernier). 

• Though Tavernier provided a wealth of information about his travels and work, he did 

not record the details of his important transactions. It is likely that he did not want to 

reveal the source and the price of gems that he purchased since that information could 

negatively affect his business. 
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77. Consider the following statements regarding Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) 

1. It is a basket term used for referring to hospitals, children with clinical neurological 

manifestation that includes mental confusion, disorientation, convulsion, 

delirium, or coma. 

2. It can be caused by various agents including bacteria, fungi, virus and many other 

agents. 

3. Nipah virus, Zika virus are also found as causative agents for AES. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) has fanned fear among the villagers and health 

officials of Bihar’s Muzaffarpur and neighboring districts amid the novel corona virus 

disease (COVID-19) lockdown. 

• At least three children have reportedly died of the disease, locally known as chamki 

bukhar, in 2020. 

About AES: 

• Acute encephalitis syndrome is a basket term used for referring to hospitals, children 

with clinical neurological manifestation that includes mental confusion, 

disorientation, convulsion, delirium, or coma. 

• Meningitis caused by virus or bacteria, encephalitis (mostly Japanese encephalitis) 

caused by virus, encephalopathy, cerebral malaria, and scrub typhus caused by 

bacteria are collectively called acute encephalitis syndrome. 

• The disease most commonly affects children and young adults and can lead to 

considerable morbidity and mortality. 

Symptoms: 

• It is characterized as acute-onset of fever and a change in mental status (mental 

confusion, disorientation, delirium, or coma) and/or new-onset of seizures in a person 

of any age at any time of the year. 

Cause of the disease: 

• Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) is considered a very complex disease as it can be 

caused by various agents including bacteria, fungi, virus and many other agents. 
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• Viruses are the main causative agents in AES cases, although other sources such as 

bacteria, fungus, parasites, spirochetes, chemicals, toxins and noninfectious agents 

have also been reported over the past few decades. 

• Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is the major cause of AES in India (ranging from 5%-

35%). 

• Nipah virus, Zika virus are also found as causative agents for AES. 

How is it related to litchi fruits? How it affects? 

• In India, AES outbreaks in north and eastern India have been linked to children eating 

unripe litchi fruit on empty stomachs. 

• Unripe fruit contain the toxins hypoglycin A and methylenecyclopropylglycine 

(MCPG), which cause vomiting if ingested in large quantities. Hypoglycin A is a 

naturally occurring amino acid found in the unripened litchi that causes severe 

vomiting (Jamaican vomiting sickness), while MCPG is a poisonous compound found 

in litchi seeds. 

Why it affects undernourished children? 

• Blood glucose falls sharply causing severe brain malfunction (encephalopathy), 

leading to seizures and coma, and death in many cases. 

• This is because under-nourished children lack sufficient glucose reserve in the form of 

glycogen and the production of glucose from non-carbohydrate source is blocked 

midway leading to low blood sugar level. 

• This causes serious brain function derangement and seizures. 

Measures needed: 

• Increase access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation facilities. 

• Improve nutritional status of children at risk of JE/AES. 

• Preparative measures to be in place before the possible outbreaks. 

• Vector control. 

• Better awareness generation among children, parents through Anganwadi workers, 

ANMs etc. 

 

78. Consider the following statements regarding ANITA mission 

1. ANITA instrument is a radio telescope which is used to detect ultra-high energy 

cosmic-ray neutrinos. 

2. It is designed by European Space Agency and Japan Aerospace Exploration 

Agency. 

3. The instrument will be place in Low earth orbit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

What is ANtarctic Impulsive Transient Antenna or ANITA? 

• The news that a NASA experiment has indicated the possibility of a parallel universe 

has created headlines across the world. With this, ANtarctic Impulsive Transient 

Antenna or ANITA has suddenly come into the limelight as the cosmic-ray shower that 

is key to the new discovery was a part of NASA’s ANITA and IceCube experiment 

taking place in Antarctica. 

What is ANITA? 

• Designed by NASA, the ANITA instrument is a radio telescope which is used to detect 

ultra-high energy cosmic-ray neutrinos from a scientific balloon flying over 

Antarctica. 

• ANITA is the first NASA observatory for neutrinos of any kind. 

• It involves an array of radio antennas attached to a helium balloon which flies over 

the Antarctic ice sheet at 37,000 meters. 

How many ANITAs? 

• ANITA-I was launched from McMurdo, Antarctica in 2006. 

• ANITA-II, a modified instrument with 40 antennas, was launched from McMurdo 

Station in 2008. 

• ANITA-III, which was equipped with systems to improve sensitivity by a factor of 5–

10, was launched in December 2014. 

• ANITA-IV was launched in December 2016 and it was loaded with tunable notch filters 

and an improved trigger system. 

Facts for Prelims: 

• The neutrinos have energies on the order of 1018 eV and they are capable of 

producing radio pulses in the ice because of the Askaryan effect. 

What are neutrinos? 

• Neutrinos are high-energy particles that pose no threat to us and pass through most 

solid objects without anyone even noticing. 

• Neutrinos constantly bombard Earth and as per some estimates emerging from 

studies, 100 trillion neutrinos pass through your body every second. 
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Do they interact with matter? 

• Rarely do they interact with matter. But if they do smash into an atom, they produce 

a shower of secondary particles we can detect, which allows us to probe where they 

came from in the universe. 

 

79. Consider the following statements 

1. In the first Lok Sabha, the single largest party in the opposition was the Swatantra 

Party. 

2. In the Lok Sabha, a “Leader of the Opposition” was recognised for the first time in 

1969. 

3. In the Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a minimum of 75 members, its leader 

cannot be recognised as the Leader of the Opposition. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• CPI was the single largest party in the opposition. 

• In the Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a minimum of 55 members, its leader cannot 

be recognized as the Leader of the Opposition. 

 

80. Consider the following statements regarding local treatment of urban sewage for 

healthy reuse (LOTUS-HR) program 

1. It was initiated in 2017 and is jointly supported by Department of Biotechnology, 

Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India and Government of 

Netherlands. 

2. The location of the project is along the Ganga river. 

3. The innovative pilot scale modular plant will treat 10,000 L sewage water per day. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

LOCAL TREATMENT OF URBAN SEWAGE FOR HEALTHY REUSE(LOTUS-HR) PROGRAM 

• Recently, the second phase LOTUS-HR was launched. 

• This project was initiated in 2017 and is jointly supported by Department of 

Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India and 

Government of Netherlands. 

• The innovative pilot scale modular plant will treat 10,000 L sewage water per day 

and aims to develop universal water management and risk assessment strategies 

that are applicable for megacities all around the world. 

• The location of the project is Barapullah drain, New Delhi and the partners in the 

project are IIT-Delhi, NEERI and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

• First Phase involved cleaning of Barapullah drain in Delhi using compact, robust and 

nature-based technology of Vital Urban Filters (VUFs). 

o The Vital Urban Filters are based on the principle of conventional vertical flow 

constructed wetland that are commonly used in decentralized wastewater 

management. 

o The filter consists of a flat bed of hydroponic filter material planted with 

ornamental plants. 

o The filter materials are highly porous providing a high surface area for biomass. As 

the influent percolates through the filter, heavy metals, pathogens and micro 

pollutants are removed through the interaction of the plants, filter materials and 

bacteria. 

 

81. Consider the following statements regarding Arktika-M satellite 

1. It is a remote-sensing and communications satellite launched by ISRO. 

2. It will be launched to monitor the Arctic climate and environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: B 

 

Arktika-M satellite: 

• Russia will be launching its first Arktika-M satellite to monitor the Arctic climate and 

environment later this year. 

• Russia`s Arktika-M remote-sensing and emergency communications satellites will 

gather meteorological data in the polar regions of the Earth, which will allow to 

improve weather forecasts and will enable scientists to better study climate change. 

 

82. Consider the following statements 

1. The quantity of imported edible oils is more than the domestic production of 

edible oils in the last five years. 

2. The Government does not impose any customs duty on all the imported edible 

oils a special case. 

Which of statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• India does not even produce half of its edible oil requirements, mainly due to rainfed 

conditions, high seed cost, smallholding with limited resources, low seed replacement 

rate, and low productivity. The country needs 25 million tonnes of edible oils to meet 

its requirement at the current consumption level of 19 kg per person per year. “Out 

of the total requirement, 10.50 million tonnes are produced domestically from 

primary and secondary sources and remaining 60%, is met through import 

• Indian government imposes custom duty on edible oils. 

 

83. Consider the following statements regarding UMMID initiative 

1. It is an initiative to tackle inherited genetic diseases of new born babies. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

3. It aims to establish NIDAN (National Inherited Diseases Administration) Kendras 

in Government Hospitals. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Government launches ‘UMMID’ initiative to tackle inherited genetic diseases of new 

born babies. 

UMMID (Unique Methods of Management and treatment of Inherited Disorders) initiative: 

• Department of Biotechnology has started the UMMID Initiative which is designed on 

the concept of ‘Prevention is better than Cure’. 

• UMMID aims to create awareness about genetic disorders amongst clinicians and 

establish molecular diagnostics in hospitals so that the fruits of developments in 

medical genetics reach the patients in India. 

UMMID initiative aims to: 

• Establish NIDAN (National Inherited Diseases Administration) Kendras to provide 

counselling, prenatal testing and diagnosis, management, and multidisciplinary care 

in Government Hospitals wherein the influx of patients is more. 

• Produce skilled clinicians in Human Genetics. 

• Undertake screening of pregnant women and new born babies for inherited genetic 

diseases in hospitals at aspirational districts. 

Need for and significance of the initiative: 

• In India’s urban areas, congenital malformations and genetic disorders are the third 

most common cause of mortality in newborns. With a very large population and high 

birth rate, and consanguineous marriage favored in many communities, prevalence 

of genetic disorders is high in India. 

• Establishment of patient care services for genetic disorders is the need of the time. 

 

84. Which of the following is/are part of Atal Jai Anusandhan Biotech Mission? 

1. GARBH-ini 

2. IndCEPI 

3. Mission on Anti Microbial Resistance for Affordable Diagnostics and Therapeutics 

4. Clean Energy Mission – Innovative Technology interventions for Swachh Bharat. 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• On the occasion Union Minister for Science & Technology, Dr. Harsh Vardhan gave 

away the Biotechnology Research Innovation and Technology Excellence (BRITE) 

awards. The Union Minister emphasized the role of Department of Biotechnology 

during the last 33 years in creating a large scale impact across the multiple sectors by 

development and commercialization of affordable solutions for healthcare, improved 

crop varieties, animal diagnostics and technology for generation of clean energy. 

Further, he highlighted the progress made in the area of capacity building, generation 

of new knowledge, translational research and in nurturing of Biotechnology startup 

ecosystem. 

• The Minister announced key missions at the foundation day ceremony including Atal 

JaiAnusandhan Biotech Mission – Undertaking Nationally Relevant Technology 

Innovation (UNaTI), which is expected to transform Health, Agriculture and Energy 

sectors during the next 5 years. 

• This mission includes 

1) GARBH-ini – A Mission to promote Maternal and Child Health and develop 

prediction tools for pre-term berth, 

2) IndCEPI – A Mission to develop affordable vaccines for endemic diseases, 

3) Development of Biofortified and Protein Rich wheat – contributing to POSHAN 

Abhiyan, 

4) Mission on Anti Microbial Resistance for Affordable Diagnostics and 

Therapeutics and 

5) Clean Energy Mission – Innovative Technology interventions for Swachh Bharat. 

 

85. Consider the following statements regarding Last Universal Common Ancestor 

1. It was a single-cell organism said to be no less than 4 billion years old. 

2. It was an autotroph said to have inhabited a ‘geochemically active environment 

rich in hydrogen, carbon dioxide and iron. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

LUCA stands for Last Universal Common Ancestor 

• A team of scientists led by William Martin have discovered the ancestor of all things 

on earth and its name is LUCA. 

• It is the most recent organism from which all organisms now living on Earth have a 

common descent. Thus, it is the most recent common ancestor (MRCA) of all current 

life on Earth. As such, it should not be assumed to be the first living organism. Two of 

three major life domains: Bacteria and Archae share common genetic features with 

LUCA. 

• A single-cell organism is said to be no less than 4 billion years old 

• LUCA, an autotroph is said to have inhabited a ‘geochemically active environment 

rich in hydrogen, carbon dioxide and iron 

• An autotroph is an organism that produces complex organic compounds from simple 

substances 

https://www.livemint.com/Science/INwvOmoTx0FcCpDcu5hwpL/Meet-Luca-the-ancestor-

of-all-living-things-on-Earth.html  

 

86. Consider the following statements regarding Spike Missile 

1. It is an anti-tank missile developed by Russia. 

2. These missiles have the capability of targeting at a range of 40 kilometers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.livemint.com/Science/INwvOmoTx0FcCpDcu5hwpL/Meet-Luca-the-ancestor-of-all-living-things-on-Earth.html
https://www.livemint.com/Science/INwvOmoTx0FcCpDcu5hwpL/Meet-Luca-the-ancestor-of-all-living-things-on-Earth.html


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  69 Insights IAS 

Spike Missile 

• Indian Army places order for Israeli anti- tank Spike missiles. 

• Israeli anti-tank Spike missiles from Israel are multi- platform, cutting-edge precise, 

multi-mission, and multi-range electro-optical missiles. These missiles have 

capabilities of fire, observe, update, fire-and- forget as well as allowing attack of 

hidden targets. 

• Israeli anti-tank Spike missiles are manufactured by Rafael Advanced Defense 

Systems Ltd. 

• These missiles have the capability of targeting anything at a range of four kilometers. 

• These can be deployed in both plains and mountains. 

 

87. Which of the following is/are applications of NAVIC? 

1. Terrestrial, Aerial and Marine Navigation 

2. Disaster Management 

3. Precise Timing 

4. Mapping and Geodetic data capture 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

What is NAVIC? 

• The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), with an operational name 

of Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC) is an independent regional 

navigation satellite system designed to provide position information in the Indian 

region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland. 

Services provided: 

• IRNSS would provide two types of services, namely Standard Positioning Services 

available to all users and Restricted Services (an encrypted one) provided to 

authorised users (including the military). 

• NavIC-based vehicle trackers system has been made compulsory to all commercial 

vehicles. 
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Its applications include: 

1. Terrestrial, Aerial and Marine Navigation. 

2. Disaster Management. 

3. Vehicle tracking and fleet management. 

4. Integration with mobile phones. 

5. Precise Timing. 

6. Mapping and Geodetic data capture. 

7. Terrestrial navigation aid for hikers and travellers. 

8. Visual and voice navigation for drivers. 

How many satellites does NAVIC consist of? 

• It is a regional system and so its constellation will consist of seven satellites. 

• Three of these will be geostationary over the Indian Ocean, i.e., they will appear to 

be stationary in the sky over the region, and four will be geosynchronous – appearing 

at the same point in the sky at the same time every day. (two additional satellites on 

ground as stand-by.) 

• This configuration ensures each satellite is being tracked by at least one of fourteen 

ground stations at any given point of time, with a high chance of most of them being 

visible from any point in India. 

 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Bio fortification 

1. Fortification is the practice of deliberately increasing the content of an essential 

micronutrient, i.e. vitamins and minerals (including trace elements) in a food. 

2. It is legally banned in India. 

3. Bio fortification of rice, beans, sweet potato and legumes is possible. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Fortification is the practice of deliberately increasing the content of an essential 

micronutrient, i.e. vitamins and minerals (including trace elements) in a food, so as 

to improve the nutritional quality of the food supply and provide a public health 

benefit with minimal risk to health. 
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• Biofortification is the process by which the nutritional quality of food crops is 

improved through agronomic practices, conventional plant breeding, or modern 

biotechnology. 

• Biofortification differs from conventional fortification in that bio fortification aims to 

increase nutrient levels in crops during plant growth rather than through manual 

means during processing of the crops. 

• Biofortification may therefore present a way to reach populations where 

supplementation and conventional fortification activities may be difficult to 

implement and/or limited. 

• There is no legal ban on bio-fortification in India. 

Examples of bio fortification projects include: 

• iron-biofortification of rice, beans, sweet potato, cassava and legumes; 

• zinc-biofortification of wheat, rice, beans, sweet potato and maize; 

• provitamin A carotenoid-biofortification of sweet potato, maize and cassava; and 

• amino acid and protein-biofortification of sourghum and cassava. 

https://www.who.int/elena/titles/biofortification/en/  

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Geotail 

1. Once every 29 days, the Moon traverses the geotail for about six days. 

2. The region exists as a result of the interactions between the Sun and Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Geotail 

• An instrument on Chandrayaan-2, CLASS (Chandrayaan 2 Large Area Soft X-ray 

Spectrometer), designed to detect signatures of elements in the Moon’s soil, had 

detected charged particles during the mission. 

What is Geotail? 

• A region in space that allows the best observations. The region exists as a result of 

the interactions between the Sun and Earth. 
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How is it formed? 

• The Sun emits the solar wind, which is a continuous stream of charged particles. 

• These particles are embedded in the extended magnetic field of the Sun. Since the 

Earth has a magnetic field, it obstructs the solar wind plasma. 

• This interaction results in the formation of a magnetic envelope around Earth. 

• On the Earth side facing the Sun, the envelope is compressed into a region that is 

approximately three to four times the Earth radius. 

• On the opposite side, the envelope is stretched into a long tail, which extends 

beyond the orbit of the Moon. 

• It is this tail that is called the geotail. 

Once every 29 days, the Moon traverses the geotail for about six days. 

 

90. Consider the following statements regarding Very Large Telescope (VLT) 

1. It has been developed by NASA. 

2. It is the world’s most advanced optical instrument consisting of four Unit 

Telescopes. 

3. It is located in Atacama Desert. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Very Large Telescope (VLT) 

• Using the European Space Organisation’s (ESO) Very Large Telescope (VLT), 

astronomers have noticed the unprecedented dimming of Betelgeuse, a red 

supergiant star (over 20 times bigger than the Sun) in the constellation Orion. 

• Along with the dimming, the star’s shape has been changing as well, as per recent 

photographs of the star taken using the VISIR instrument on the VLT. 

About VLT: 

• It is the world’s most advanced optical instrument, consisting of four Unit Telescopes 

with main mirrors of 8.2m diameter and four movable 1.8m diameter Auxiliary 

Telescopes. 
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• The telescopes can work together, to form a giant ‘interferometer’, the ESO Very Large 

Telescope Interferometer, allowing astronomers to see details up to 25 times finer 

than with the individual telescopes. 

Location: Atacama Desert, Northern Chile. 

• The VLT consists of four individual telescopes. They are generally used separately but 

can be used together to achieve very high angular resolution. 

• The four separate optical telescopes are known as Antu, Kueyen, Melipal, and Yepun, 

which are all words for astronomical objects in the Mapuche language. 

• The VLT operates at visible and infrared wavelengths. 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding International Monetary and Financial 

Committee 

1. It is the Ministerial-level committee of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

2. Currently, India is member to this committee. 

3. It meets once in every two year 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

International Monetary and Financial Committee: 

• It is the Ministerial-level committee of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

• Composition: The IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the pool of 187 governors. Its 

structure mirrors that of the Executive Board and its 24 constituencies. As such, the 

IMFC represents all the member countries of the Fund. 

• Functions: The IMFC meets twice a year, during the spring and Annual Meetings. The 

Committee discusses matters of common concern affecting the global economy and 

also advises the IMF on the direction its work. 

• At the end of the Meetings, the Committee issues a joint communiqué summarizing 

its views. These communiqués provide guidance for the IMF’s work program during 

the six months leading up to the next spring or Annual Meetings. There is no formal 

voting at the IMFC, which operates by consensus. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  74 Insights IAS 

• IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the pool of 189 governors, and represents all 

member countries. India is one of the current members. 

Significance: 

• The IMFC advises and reports to the IMF Board of Governors on the supervision and 

management of the international monetary and financial system, including on 

responses to unfolding events that may disrupt the system. 

• It also considers proposals by the Executive Board to amend the Articles of Agreement 

and advises on any other matters that may be referred to it by the Board of Governors. 

• Although the IMFC has no formal decision-making powers, in practice, it has become 

a key instrument for providing strategic direction to the work and policies of the Fund. 

 

92. Consider the following statements Asteroid Impact Deflection Assessment experiment 

1. Hera mission is the European component of the mission to slam a spacecraft into 

an asteroid. 

2. Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) will be conducted by NASA and will 

target Didymos, a moonlet. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Hera mission 

• The European Space Agency (ESA) had approved the budget of Hera, the European 

component of the mission to slam a spacecraft into an asteroid. 

What is Hera? 

• Hera is the European contribution to an international double-spacecraft 

collaboration. 

• Hera is named after the Greek goddess of marriage. 

How is it planned? 

• Due to launch in 2024, Hera would travel to a binary asteroid system – the Didymos 

pair of near-Earth asteroids. 
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• NASA will first perform a kinetic impact on the smaller of the two bodies, then Hera 

will follow-up with a detailed post-impact survey that will turn this grand-scale 

experiment into a well-understood and repeatable planetary defence technique. 

What is DART mission? 

• Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) will target Didymoon as part of its planetary 

defence programme. 

• DART will deliberately crash itself into the moonlet at a speed of approximately 6 km 

per second, using an onboard camera and autonomous navigation software. 

• The collision will change the speed of the moonlet in its orbit around the main body. 

Why Didymoon? 

• Didymoon was chosen because of its close proximity to Earth and its size. Didymoon 

is small and in a tight enough 12-hour orbit around its parent, that its orbital period 

can indeed be shifted in a measurable way. 

Significance: 

• DART and Hera were conceived together as part of the international ‘Asteroid Impact 

Deflection Assessment’ experiment. 

Why we need a planetary defence mechanism? 

• There are around 25,000 near-Earth objects (NEOs) that orbit the Sun on a trajectory 

that brings them close to our planet’s orbit. Certain near-Earth objects have been 

classified as “potentially hazardous”. 

• As of now, there are about 900 near-Earth objects measuring more than 1 km. An 

impact from one of these NEOs can bring devastating effects to Earth. 

• That is why scientists are working on a number of planetary protection initiatives to 

deflect asteroids if they threaten to impact the Earth. 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Virtual human-NEONs 

1. It has been developed by SpaceX. 

2. NEONs are developed to become intelligent enough to be fully autonomous, 

showing emotions, learning skills, creating memories, and being intelligent on 

their own. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: B 

 

Virtual human’ NEONs 

• The first project of Samsung’s Star Labs, NEONs are being called the world’s first 

artificial humans. 

What are they? 

• NEONs are computationally created virtual humans — the word derives from NEO 

(new) + humaN. 

• For now the virtual humans can show emotions when manually controlled by their 

creators. 

• But the idea is for NEONs to become intelligent enough to be fully autonomous, 

showing emotions, learning skills, creating memories, and being intelligent on their 

own. 

How do they work? 

There are two core technologies behind his virtual humans. 

• First, there is the proprietary CORE R3 technology that drives the “reality, real time 

and responsiveness” behind NEONs. 

• The next stage will be SPECTRA, which will complement CORE R3 with the “spectrum 

of intelligence, learning, emotions and memory”. 

How could NEONs be used? 

• NEONs might be the interface for technologies and services. 

• They will answer your queries at a bank, welcome you at a restaurant, or read out the 

breaking news on television at an unearthly hour. 

• This form of virtual assistance would be more effective, for example, while teaching 

languages, as NEONs will be capable of understanding and sympathising. 

How are NEONs different from Virtual Assistants? 

• Virtual Assistants now learn from all the data they are plugged into. NEONs will be 

limited to what they know and learn. Their leaning could potentially be limited to 

the person they are catering to, and maybe her friends — but not the entire Internet. 

They will not be an interface for you to request a song, rather they will be a friend to 

speak to and share experiences with, says Star Labs. 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding CollabCAD 

1. It has been jointly launched by Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and National 

Informatics Centre (NIC) 
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2. It aims to harness the creativity and innovativeness of children by encouraging 

learning through self-initiation. 

3. This will enable students to create data across the network and concurrently 

access the same design data for storage and visualization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

CollabCAD: 

• Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog & National Informatics Centre (NIC) jointly 

launched CollabCAD in ATL schools. 

What is CollabCAD? 

• It is a collaborative network, computer enabled software system, providing a total 

engineering solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 3D product design. 

• The aim of this initiative is to provide a great platform to students of Atal Tinkering 

Labs (ATLs) across country to create and modify 3d designs with free flow of creativity 

and imagination. 

• This software would also enable students to create data across the network and 

concurrently access the same design data for storage and visualization. 

`Tinker from Home campaign: 

• In light of the current situation, the ATL program has launched a ‘Tinker from Home’ 

campaign to ensure that the children across the county have access to useful easy-to-

learn online resources to keep themselves fruitfully occupied. 

• The objective of the initiative is to harness the creativity and innovativeness of 

children by encouraging learning through self-initiation. 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Extraocular Vision 

1. The ability to see without eyes is known as extraocular vision. 

2. Red brittle star, which are relatives of starfish, the only creature known to have 

this ability. 
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3. The red brittle star (Ophiocoma wendtii) lives in the coral reefs of Great Barrier 

Reef. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Extraocular Vision 

• The ability to see without eyes is known as extraocular vision. Previous researchers 

have defined it as the ability to resolve scenes without discrete eyes. 

• Researchers have shown that red brittle star, which are relatives of starfish, can see 

even though it does not have eyes. The red brittle star (Ophiocoma wendtii), which 

lives in the coral reefs of the Caribbean Sea, becomes only the second creature, after 

a sea urchin species, known to have this ability (barring freak cases in other species). 

How it works? 

• In sea urchins and brittle stars, researchers suspect that extraocular vision is 

facilitated by the photoreceptor cells found on their bodies. 

 

96. Operation SHIELD is recently seen in the news, it includes sealing, identifying and 

quarantining people in containment zones, was launched by Government of 

 (a) New Delhi 

 (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Kerala 

 (d) Rajasthan 

 

Solution: A 

 

Operation SHIELD 

• Launched by Delhi government 
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• ‘Operation SHIELD’, which includes sealing, identifying and quarantining people in 

containment zones, doorstep delivery of essential items and door-to-door checking of 

people in those areas, will be undertaken by the Delhi government 

• The operation mainly involves sealing of hotspot areas, identifying and quarantining 

suspected cases or contact cases, ensuring doorstep delivery of essential services and 

door-to-door checking of people to check for asymptomatic cases or those with mild 

symptoms. 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEV) 

1. A fuel-cell electric vehicle is essentially a hybrid electric vehicle wherein the 

internal combustion engine is replaced with a fuel-cell stack. 

2. The fuel cell combines hydrogen and oxygen to generate an electric current, water 

being the only byproduct. 

3. Fuel cells generate electricity through an electrochemical process. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEV) 

• Supreme Court had directed the government to look into the feasibility of introducing 

vehicles based on a hydrogen cell technology to deal with air pollution in the National 

Capital Region. 

How does the hydrogen fuel cell work in electric vehicles? 

• A fuel-cell electric vehicle is essentially a hybrid electric vehicle wherein, the internal 

combustion engine is replaced with a fuel-cell stack. The onboard sources of power 

include hydrogen as well as an advanced battery system. 

• The fuel cell combines hydrogen and oxygen to generate an electric current, water 

being the only byproduct. 

• Fuel cells generate electricity through an electrochemical process. 

• And, there are no moving parts in the fuel cell, so they are more efficient and reliable 

by comparison. 
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How is it different from an electric vehicle (EV)? 

• Unlike a battery-electricity vehicle, it does not store energy and, instead, relies on a 

constant supply of fuel and oxygen — in the same way that an internal combustion 

engine relies on a constant supply of petrol or diesel, and oxygen. 

Advantages of fuel cells: 

• They produce much smaller quantities of greenhouse gases and none of the air 

pollutants that cause health problems. 

• If pure hydrogen is used, fuel cells emit only heat and water as a byproduct. 

• They are also energy efficient than traditional combustion technologies. 

• Unlike battery-powered electric vehicles, fuel cell vehicles do not need to be plugged 

in, and most models exceed 300 km of range on a full tank. They are filled up with a 

nozzle, just like in a petrol or diesel station. 

Disadvantages: 

• The process of making hydrogen needs energy — often from fossil fuel sources. That 

has raised questions over hydrogen’s green credentials. 

• There are questions of safety — hydrogen is more explosive than petrol. 

• Besides, the vehicles are expensive, and fuel dispensing pumps are scarce. 

 

98. Consider the following statements regarding Integrated Command and Control Centres 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

2. These centres are meant to coordinate with all the ministries regarding tackling 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Integrated Command and Control Centres: 

• It has been set up under the Smart Cities Mission 

• ICCCs set up under the Mission are meant to coordinate traffic management, 

surveillance, utilities and grievance redressal 
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• It has been designed to serve as nodal point for all online data related to Smart City 

applications, including CCTV-based public safety and adaptive traffic management 

system, pollution monitoring, smart parking system, water supply management 

system, asset management system and property tax management system, asset 

management system and property tax management system. ICCC was built at cost of 

Rs38 crore. 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Microdot technology 

1. Microdot technology involves spraying the body and parts of the vehicle or any 

other machine with microscopic dots, which give a unique identification. 

2. Indian government as approved the use of this technology as identifiers on 

vehicles. 

3. These microdots can be read physically without the use of microscope and 

identified with Infrared light source. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Microdots 

Govt notifies rules for fixation of microdots identifiers on vehicles. 

Microdot technology involves spraying the body and parts of the vehicle or any other 

machine with microscopic dots, which give a unique identification. 

These microdots can be read physically with a microscope and identified with ultra violet 

light source. 

The microdots and adhesive will become permanent fixtures/affixation which cannot be 

removed without damaging the asset, that is the vehicle itself. 

Benefits: Use of this technology will help check theft of vehicles and also use of fake spare 

parts. 
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100. Consider the following statements regarding SATYAM programme 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of AYUSH 

2. It aims to strengthen research in the areas of yoga and meditation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation (SATYAM) 

• A new programme called SATYAM-“Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation” 

has been launched by the Ministry of Science and Technology to strengthen research 

in the areas of yoga and meditation. 

• The Department of Science and Technology (DST) has initiated the Science and 

Technology of Yoga and Meditation (SATYAM) programme. 

• Main objective of the programme: To harness knowledge obtained in academic 

institutions and other related agencies for finding Science & Technology -led solutions 

that would enable the government to cope with stress and strain associated with fast 

changing social, economic, environmental and professional circumstances. 

The programme will encourage research in two major thematic areas: 

• Investigations on the effect of Yoga and meditation on physical and mental health. 

• Investigations on the effect of Yoga & meditation on the body, brain and mind in terms 

of basic processes occurring therein. 

• Research under SATYAM will seek to identify various issues and challenges related to 

human well-being and address them. 

Significance: 

• Given the ever increasing prevalence of physical and mental health problems, the 

holistic approach of Yoga and meditation is believed to have the potential to find 

beneficial treatment that is relatively safer and more cost-effective. 
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