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DAY – 69 (InstaTest-69) 

 

1. The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which one among the following is 

the most appropriate reason for this phenomenon? 

(a) It has a high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetative growth. 

(b) It is a confluence of different bio-geographical zones. 

(c) Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region. 

(d) It has less human interference. 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Himalayas is now known as one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots, which are areas 

of extreme species diversity endangered by pressures from humanity. The region 

holds, for example, 500 species of orchids, more than 100 species of primulas and 

rhododendrons, as well as rhinos, elephants, tigers, and red pandas. 

• The appropriate reason is Option B (Confluence of different bio-geographical zones). 

Please read the below article for more detail. 

http://www.cpreec.org/pubbook-ecozone.htm  

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Green wall of India 

1. The Centre is planning to create a green wall on North-Eastern part of India. 

2. It will be a 1,400km long and 5km wide green belt, on the lines of the “Great Green 

Wall” running through the width of Africa. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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‘Green wall’ of India 

• The Centre is mulling an ambitious plan to create a green wall on North- Western part 

of India. 

About the proposed wall: 

• It will be a 1,400 km long and 5 km wide green belt from Gujarat to the Delhi-Haryana 

border, on the lines of the “Great Green Wall” running through the width of Africa, 

from Dakar (Senegal) to Djibouti, to combat climate change and desertification. If 

approved, this may turn out to be a legacy programme in India’s efforts to deal with 

land degradation and the eastward march of the Thar desert. 

• India seeks replicate the idea as a national priority under its goal to restore 26 million 

hectares of degraded land by 2030. 

• The green belt may not be contiguous, but would roughly cover the entire degraded 

Aravali range through a massive afforestation exercise. 

 

3. Protected Special Agricultural Zone (PSAZ) is being planned to be setup along 

 (a) Kerala backwaters 

 (b) Cauvery Delta 

 (c) Krishna Godavari basin 

 (d) Brahmaputra basin 

 

Solution: B 

 

Protected Special Agricultural Zone’ (PSAZ) 

• Tamil Nadu CM declares Cauvery Delta as Protected Special Agriculture Zone. A law 

in this regard will be enacted soon. 

• The protected zone will include Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam districts and 

delta regions of Trichy, Ariyalur, Cuddalore and Pudukkottai. 

Significance: 

• PSAZ is aimed at protecting the Cauvery delta region for the future, fulfilling TN’s food 

requirements and ensuring the welfare of delta farmers. 

• It has recognised farmer concerns about hydrocarbon exploration and accorded 

primacy to food security. 
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4. Satellites used for telecommunication relay are kept in a geostationary orbit. A satellite 

is said to be in such as orbit when: 

1. The orbit is geosynchronous. 

2. The orbit is circular. 

3. The orbit lies in the plane of the earth’s equator. 

4. The orbit is at an altitude of 22,236 miles. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

A geostationary satellite is an earth-orbiting satellite, placed at an altitude of approximately 

35,786 km (22,236 miles) directly over the equator that revolves in the same direction the 

earth rotates (west to east). 

A geostationary orbit, also referred to as a geosynchronous equatorial orbit (GEO), is a 

circular geosynchronous orbit 35,786 kilometres (22,236 miles) above Earth’s equator and 

following the direction of Earth’s rotation. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/geostationary-satellite  

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding India’s Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) 

1. India is the first country in world to develop this document. 

2. The goal is reduction of cooling demand across sectors by 20% to 25 % by year 

2037-38. 

3. It targets on reduction of refrigerant demand by 25% to 30% by year 2037-38. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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India’s Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) 

• India’s Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) has received appreciation from the UN on World 

Ozone Day. 

Significance of ICAP: 

• India is the first country in world to develop such a document. 

The goals stated in ICAP are: 

• Reduction of cooling demand across sectors by 20% to 25 % by year 2037-38. 

• Reduction of refrigerant demand by 25% to 30% by year 2037-38. 

• Reduction of cooling energy requirements by 25% to 40% by year 2037-38. 

• Training and certification of 100,000 servicing sector technicians by the year 2022-23, 

in synergy with Skill India Mission. 

• Recognize “cooling and related areas” as a thrust area of research under the national 

S&T Programme. 

The broad objectives of the India Cooling Action Plan include: 

• Assessment of cooling requirements across sectors in next 20 years and the associated 

refrigerant demand and energy use. 

• Map the technologies available to cater the cooling requirement including passive 

interventions, refrigerant- based technologies and alternative technologies such as 

not-in-kind technologies. 

• Suggest interventions in each sector to provide for sustainable cooling and thermal 

comfort for all. 

• Focus on skilling of RAC service technicians. 

• Develop an R&D innovation ecosystem for indigenous development of alternative 

technologies. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Pangolins 

1. It is the only scaly mammal on the planet. 

2. According to Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), it 

is the most illegally traded vertebrate within its class (Mammalia). 

3. Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) has been listed as critically endangered in 

IUCN Red List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: A 

 

Pangolin 

• Pangolins could be responsible for the spread of the deadly coronavirus in China, 

scientists have said after they found the genome sequence separated from the 

endangered mammals 99 per cent identical to that from infected people. 

About Pangolin: 

• It is the only scaly mammal on the planet. 

• According to Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), it is 

also the most illegally traded vertebrate within its class (Mammalia). 

• Protection Status: Chinese pangolin has been listed as “critically endangered” by UN 

affiliated International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. Indian 

pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) has been listed as “endangered” in IUCN Red List. It is 

also a Schedule I category protected animal, under the Wildlife Protection Act (1972). 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding NASA’s Voyager 2 spacecraft 

1. Voyager 2 is the only spacecraft to have visited all four gas giant planets — Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune 

2. Recently, it has exited heliosphere and has entered interstellar space. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

NASA’s Voyager 2 spacecraft 

• NASA’s Voyager 2 has exited heliosphere and has entered interstellar space. 

• Voyager 2 is the only probe ever to study Neptune and Uranus during planetary flybys. 

It is the second man-made object to leave our planet. 

• Voyager 2 is the only spacecraft to have visited all four gas giant planets — Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune — and discovered 16 moons, as well as phenomena like 

Neptune’s mysteriously transient Great Dark Spot, the cracks in Europa’s ice shell, and 

ring features at every planet. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Scientists use the heliopause to mark where interstellar space begins. It was launched 

in the 1970’s, and the probes sent by NASA were only meant to explore the outer 

planets – but they just kept on going. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Green Skill Development Programme 

(GSDP) 

1. It is an initiative for skill development in the environment and forest region by 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

2. It endeavors to develop green skilled workers having technical knowledge and 

commitment to sustainable development. 

3. Green skills are those skills required to adapt processes, services and products to 

climate change and the environmental rules and necessities related to it. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Green Skill Development Programme (GSDP): 

• GSDP is a recent initiative under the ENVIS scheme for skilling the youth in the 

country. It is an initiative for skill development in the environment and forest region 

by the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) to develop 

India’s youth into employable and/or self-employment, making use of the widespread 

network and experience of ENVIS Hubs/RPs. 

• The Green Skill Development programme endeavours to develop green skilled 

workers having technical knowledge and commitment to sustainable development, 

which will help in the attainment of the Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDCs), Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and National 

Biodiversity Targets (NBT). 

What are Green Skills? 

• Green skills are those skills required to adapt processes, services and products to 

climate change and the environmental rules and necessities related to it. They 

embrace the information, abilities, values and attitudes required to live in, develop 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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and support a sustainable and resource-efficient society. India is the second most 

populous country in the world is bestowed with a large working population. 

Why Green Skills? 

• Even though India has an advantage of reaping this demographic dividend but high 

drop-out rates from school coupled with poor vocational skills may hinder in reaping 

this dividend. There exists a demand-supply gap of skill sets, both cognitive and 

practical, at various levels in the Environment/ Forest fields in India. 

• Green skilling is crucial for making a transition from energy and emissions – intensive 

economy to cleaner and greener production and service patterns. It also prepares 

people for green jobs that contribute to preserving or restoring the quality of the 

environment, while improving human well being and social equity. 

• These skills are needed in areas like sewer water treatment, Climate resilient cities, 

green construction, Solid waste management etc. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Environment Education Awareness and 

Training (EEAT) 

1. It aims to promote environmental awareness and mobilize student’s participation 

for environment conservation. 

2. It is a centrally sponsored scheme of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change. 

3. National Green Corps (NGC) was launched under the Environment Education 

Awareness and Training (EEAT). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Launched under the Environment Education Awareness and Training (EEAT), the 

National Green Corps (NGC) popularly known as “a programme of Ecoclubs” is a 

nationwide initiative of the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India 

(now Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change). 
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Objectives: 

• To impart knowledge to school children, through hands-on experience, about their 

immediate environment, interactions within it and the problems therein. 

• To develop requisite skills of observation, experimentation, survey, recording, analysis 

and reasoning for conserving the environment through various activities. 

• To inculcate the proper attitude towards the environment and its conservation 

through community interactions. 

• To sensitize children to issues related to environment and development through field 

visits and demonstrations. 

• To promote logical and independent thinking among children so that they are able to 

make the right choices in a spirit of scientific inquiry. 

• To motivate and stimulate young minds by involving them in action projects related 

to environmental conservation. 

Methodology: 

• The scheme is being operated through Eco-clubs of 50-60 students having interest in 

environment related issues, formed in member schools. 

• Eco clubs are supervised by a Teacher In-charge, who is selected from among the 

teachers of the member school. 

• There is District Implementation and Monitoring Committee to supervise, organise 

training for In-charge teachers, and monitor periodically the implementation of 

scheme at the District level. 

• There is a State Steering Committee for guidance, direction and to oversee the 

implementation of the scheme. 

• The State Nodal Agency coordinates the implementation of the scheme in the State 

and organize related activities like training to Master Trainers. 

• The National Steering Committee will give overall direction to the programme and 

ensure linkages at all levels. 

Environment Education Awareness and Training (EEAT) is an established central sector 

scheme of the Ministry continuing since 1983-84 and aims to promote environmental 

awareness and mobilize student’s participation for environment conservation. Under the 

scheme, National Green Corps (NGC) ‘Ecoclub’ programme was initiated in 2001-2002 with 

the objective to impart knowledge to school children through hands on experience, about 

their immediate environment, interactions within it and the problems therein. The 

programme aims to inculcate proper attitude towards environment and sensitize children on 

issues related to environment and development. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding QUAD Countries 

1. The idea was first mooted by US President 

2. All four countries share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. 

3. QUAD countries include South Korea, Japan, India and United States 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is an informal 

strategic dialogue between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that is 

maintained by talks between member countries. 

• The idea was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. However, 

the idea couldn’t move ahead with Australia pulling out of it. It was revived in 2017 

and is being viewed as response to increased Chinese economic and military power. 

• All four countries share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in 

development and economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain 

awareness and maritime security. 

 

11. Consider the following pairs of volcanoes and the country they belong to 

1. Mount Soputan : Philippines 
2. Mount Sinabung : Indonesia 
3. Mount Etna : Italy 
4. Mayotte Island : Germany 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Mount Etna: is an active composite volcano on the east coast of Sicily, Italy. 

• Mount Sinabung: It is a composite volcano in the Karo plateau of Karo Regency, North 

Sumatra, Indonesia. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Indonesia has nearly 130 active volcanoes, more than any other country. 

Recent Major Volcanic eruptions 

Volcanic Eruption Region 

• Mayotte Island France, Western Indian Ocean 

• Mount Agung  Indonesia 

• Mount Soputan Indonesia 

• Anak Krakatau island Indonesia 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Earth Overshoot Day 

1. The concept of Earth Overshoot Day was first conceived by Andrew Simms of the 

UK think tank New Economics Foundation. 

2. Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological 

resources and services in a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that 

year. 

3. Earth Overshoot Day is calculated by UN Environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The concept of Earth Overshoot Day was first conceived by Andrew Simms of the UK 

think tank New Economics Foundation, which partnered with Global Footprint 

Network in 2006 to launch the first global Earth Overshoot Day campaign. At that 

time, Earth Overshoot Day fell in October. WWF, the world’s largest conservation 

organization, has participated in Earth Overshoot Day since 2007.   

• Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological 

resources and services in a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year. 

We maintain this deficit by liquidating stocks of ecological resources and accumulating 

waste, primarily carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Earth Overshoot Day is hosted and 

calculated by Global Footprint Network, an international research organization that 

provides decision-makers with a menu of tools to help the human economy operate 

within Earth’s ecological limits. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• To determine the date of Earth Overshoot Day for each year, Global Footprint Network 

calculates the number of days of that year that Earth’s biocapacity suffices to provide 

for humanity’s Ecological Footprint. The remainder of the year corresponds to global 

overshoot. Earth Overshoot Day is computed by dividing the planet’s biocapacity (the 

amount of ecological resources Earth is able to generate that year), by humanity’s 

Ecological Footprint (humanity’s demand for that year), and multiplying by 365, the 

number of days in a year: 

(Earth’s Biocapacity / Humanity’s Ecological Footprint) x 365 = Earth Overshoot Day 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding Core Investment Companies (CICs) 

1. Core investment companies are non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) holding 

not less than 90% of their net assets in the form of investment in equity shares, 

preference shares, bonds. 

2. CICs are not mandated to constitute board level committees unlike NBFC’s 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Core investment companies are non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) holding not 

less than 90% of their net assets in the form of investment in equity shares, preference 

shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group companies. 

• Unlike NBFCs which are required to constitute board level committees, no such 

standards are mandated for CICs. The same director could be part of boards of 

multiple companies in a group, including CICs. 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/banking/rbi-panel-suggests-stronger-corporate-

governance-in-core-investment-companies-11573038504883.html  

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding PACEsetter Fund 

1. It aims to accelerate the commercialization of innovative off-grid clean energy 

access solutions by providing early-stage grant funding to businesses. 

2. It is constituted by India and the UK. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• A Fund to support the “Promoting Energy Access through Clean Energy”(PEACE) track 

of the U.S.-INDIA partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE) 

Objective 

• The mission of the PACEsetter Fund is to accelerate the commercialization of 

innovative off-grid clean energy access solutions by providing early-stage grant 

funding that would allow businesses to develop and test innovative products, business 

models and systems. The Fund’s main purpose is to improve the viability of off-grid 

renewable energy businesses that sell small scale (under 1 megawatt) clean energy 

systems to individuals and communities without access to grid connected power or 

with limited/intermittent access. (less than 8 hours per day) 

PACEsetter fund: 

• Constituted by India and the USA in 2015. 

• It is a INR 50 crore (USD 7.9 million) fund jointly capitalized by the Governments of the 

Republic of India and the United States of America. 

• It is a joint fund to provide early-stage grant funding to accelerate the 

commercialization of innovative off-grid clean energy products, systems, and business 

models. 

• The Fund will award grants for direct support of innovative technology, business 

models, and programs including but not limited to: rural energy services companies 

(full scale integrated operators); rural distribution companies/franchisees; 

operations/maintenance companies; technology implementers/ system integrators; 

and enterprises. 

Eligibility: 

• To be eligible, projects must be focused on improving the viability of off grid 

renewable energy businesses and organizations, under served individuals and 

communities in India without access to grid connected power or with limited or 

intermittent access less than 8 hours per day using small scale (under 1 megawatt) 

clean energy systems. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Background: 

• Energy access is crucial for improving the quality of life for India’s citizens and their 

economic conditions, and 24/7 energy availability remains a priority for the Indian 

government. 

• Off-grid, clean energy technologies, combined with innovative financing models, 

market-based solutions, and policy alignment, have tremendous potential to become 

a transformative agent of economic opportunity and rural development. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding Sustainable Livelihoods and Adaptation to 

Climate Change (SLACC) 

1. SLACC is funded by the Special Climate Change Fund. 

2. Its aim is to create a cadre of over 200 certified ‘climate-smart’ Community 

Resource Persons (CRPs) to secure their livelihood through climate-proof planning 

and adaptations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) has launched a 

training programme- a certificate course for Sustainable Livelihoods and Adaptation 

to Climate Change (SLACC). 

About the SLACC 

• SLACC is funded by the Special Climate Change Fund, which was set up under the 

UNFCC for adaptation and capacity building projects. 

• It is being implemented in convergence with the Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran 

Pariyojana, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) and other Centrally-sponsored schemes. 

• The objective of SLACC is to create a cadre of over 200 certified ‘climate-smart’ 

Community Resource Persons (CRPs) including progressive farmers and over 100 

young professionals in villages to secure their livelihood through climate-proof 

planning and adaptations. 
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16. Consider the following statements regarding Acceptance Development Fund 

1. It has been set up by National Payments Corporation of India 

2. It will be used to ensure the growth of card acceptance infrastructure such as 

swipe machines, particularly in Tier III and Tier IV cities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Acceptance Development Fund 

• The Reserve Bank of India recently came out with a concept paper to encourage card 

transactions and move towards ‘less-cash’ society by developing a card acceptance 

infrastructure. 

• it proposed to  setting up of Acceptance Development Fund (AFD), which are market-

driven initiatives where different stakeholders in the card payment value chain come 

together to set up a program to encourage wider deployment of card acceptance 

infrastructure. 

• The fund will be used to ensure the growth of card acceptance infrastructure such as 

swipe machines, particularly in Tier III and Tier IV cities. 

• Once infrastructure becomes widely available even in smaller towns, it will become 

easier to adopt digital payments. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding PM KUSUM 

1. It is a scheme for farmers for installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar 

and other renewable power plants in the country. 

2. It was launched by Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 

3. The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of 25,750 MW by 

2022. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has launched the Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan Urja Suraksha evem Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM KUSUM) Scheme for farmers for 

installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar and other renewable power 

plants in the country. 

• The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of 25,750 MW by 2022 

with total central financial support of Rs. 34,422 Crore including service charges to the 

implementing agencies. 

• It would encourage farmers to generate solar power in their farms and use the clean 

energy to replace their diesel water pumps. 

Scheme Components 

The Scheme consists of three components: 

• Component A: 10,000 MW of Decentralized Ground Mounted Grid Connected 

Renewable Power Plants of individual plant size up to 2 MW. 

• Component B: Installation of 17.50 lakh standalone Solar Powered Agriculture Pumps 

of individual pump capacity up to 7.5 HP. 

• Component C: Solarisation of 10 Lakh Grid-connected Agriculture Pumps of individual 

pump capacity up to 7.5 HP. 

Scheme implementation 

• State Nodal Agencies (SNAs) of MNRE will coordinate with States/UTs, Discoms and 

farmers for implementation of the scheme. 

• Components A and C of the Scheme will be implemented in Pilot mode till 31st 

December 2019. The Component B, which is a ongoing sub-programme, will be 

implemented in entirety without going through pilot mode. 

The capacities to be implemented under pilot mode for the Components A and C are as 

follows: 

• Component A: Commissioning of 1000 MW capacity of ground/ stilt mounted solar or 

other renewable energy source based power projects 

• Component C: Solarization of 1,00,000 grid connected agriculture pumps 

• On successful implementation of pilot run of Components A and C of the Scheme, 

these components would be scaled-up, after getting necessary approval. 

Scheme benefits 

• The scheme will open a stable and continuous source of income to the rural land 

owners for a period of 25 years by utilisation of their dry/uncultivable land. Further, 
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in case cultivated fields are chosen for setting up solar power project, the farmers 

could continue to grow crops as the solar panels are to be set up above a minimum 

height. 

• The proposed scheme would ensure that sufficient local solar/ other renewable 

energy based power is available for feeding rural load centres and agriculture pump-

set loads, which require power mostly during the day time. As these power plants will 

be located closer to the agriculture loads or to electrical substations in a decentralized 

manner, it will result in reduced Transmission losses for STUs and Discoms. Moreover, 

the scheme will also help the Discoms to achieve the RPO target 

• The solar pumps will save the expenditure incurred on diesel for running diesel pump 

and provide the farmers a reliable source of irrigation through solar pump apart from 

preventing harmful pollution from running diesel pump. In light of the long waiting list 

for electric grid connection, this scheme will benefit 17.5 lakh farmers over a period 

of four years, without adding to the grid load. 

 

18. Gogabeel is the first community reserve of which of the following state 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh 

 (b) Bihar 

 (c) Madhya Pradesh 

 (d) West Bengal 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Gogabeel is Bihar’s first community reserve 

• Gogabeel, an ox-bow lake in Bihar’s Katihar district, has been declared as the state’s 

first ‘Community Reserve’. 

• Gogabeel is formed from the flow of the rivers Mahananda and Kankhar in the north 

and the Ganga in the south and east. It is the fifteenth Protected Area (PA) in Bihar. 

 

19. Amitabh Kant Panel is often seen in the news, is related to 

 (a) Non Performing Assets 

 (b) Minimum Support Price 

 (c) Reforms in Banking sector 

 (d) Privatization of Railways 
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Solution: D 

 

• Railways ministry has constituted a five-member committee in the chairmanship of 

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to look into the matter of privatization of railway 

stations and trains on various routes. 

• The committee has to look into the matter of developing 50 stations across the 

country as world class besides handing over 150 trains to private operators for better 

service. 

 

20. Which of the following is/are International Organization Partners under  Ramsar 

Convention? 

1. Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) 

2. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

3. International Water Management Institute (IWMI) 

4. WWF International 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Ramsar Convention works closely with six other organisations known as International 

Organization Partners (IOPs). These are: 

• Birdlife International 

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

• International Water Management Institute (IWMI) 

• Wetlands International 

• WWF International 

• Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) 

These organizations support the work of the Convention by providing expert technical advice, 

helping implement field studies, and providing financial support. The IOPs also participate 

regularly as observers in all meetings of the Conference of the Parties and as full members of 

the Scientific and Technical Review Panel. 
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21. Consider the following statements regarding Consider the following statements 

regarding Sarayu River. 

1. It flows through the Kumaon Himalayas. 

2. Ayodhya is situated on the banks of this river. 

3. It flows through Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sarayu River: 

• 5.50 crore earthen lamps on the banks of Saryu River has helped Uttar Pradesh enter 

into the Guinness Books of World Records for lightening of record number of diyas on 

any occasion. 

Key facts: 

• Sarayu flows through Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. This river is of ancient 

significance, finding mentions in the Vedas and the Ramayana. 

• The Sarayu originates from Lake Mansarovar in the Himalayas and is also known as 

the Ghaghra and the Manas Nandini. It merges with the Ganga in Bihar’s Saran 

district. 

• It forms at the confluence of the Karnali and Mahakali in Bahraich District. 

• Ayodhya is situated on the banks of this river. 

• It flows through the Kumaon himalayas. 

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding mHariyali 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

2. It aims to encourage public engagement in planting trees and Green drives. 

3. The application provides automatic geo-tagging of plants. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Mobile App “mHariyali”: 

• Launched by the Ministry of housing and Urban Affairs to encourage public 

engagement in planting trees and Green drives. The application provides automatic 

geo – tagging of plants. It will hence enable the nodal officers to periodically monitor 

the plantation. 

• The app is aimed to encourage Public engagement in planting trees and other such 

Green drives. 

• The Mahotsav is a mass plantation drive that was conducted in Chanakyapuri, New 

Delhi. Under the program around 500 plants were planted by 150 people. Under this 

mass initiative till date, 25 rain water harvesting structures have been constructed, 

21,756 plants have been planted and more than 3800 people participated. 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding Jeevan Kaushal Programme 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

2. It has been framed for Undergraduate courses across the country. 

3. It covers the courses on communication skills, professional skills, leadership & 

management skills and universal human values. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Curriculum for Life Skills (Jeevan Kaushal): 

• Designed by University Grants Commission (UGC). 

• The University Grants Commission (UGC) has developed life skills (Jeevan Kaushal) 

curriculum for undergraduate students at Universities and Colleges. 
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• It covers the courses on communication skills, professional skills, leadership & 

management skills and universal human values 

• Objectives: The curriculum is designed to impart and strengthen the knowledge, skills 

and dispositions believed to be the best requisites of the current Industry and thereby 

empower the talent inherent in each learner. 

• The program has been framed for Undergraduate courses across the country. 

 

24. Which of the following is/are critically endangered under IUCN red list 

1. Andaman White-toothed Shrew 

2. Malabar Civet 

3. Bengal Florican 

4. Pondicherry Shark 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Critically Endangered Mammals 

• Pygmy Hog (Porcula salvania). 

• Andaman White-toothed Shrew (Crocidura andamanensis) 

• Jenkin’s Andaman Spiny Shrew (Crocidura jenkinsi) 

• Nicobar White-tailed Shrew (Crocidura nicobarica) 

• Kondana Rat (Millardia kondana) 

• Large Rock Rat or Elvira Rat (Cremnomys elvira) 

• Namdapha Flying Squirrel (Biswamoyopterus biswasi) 

• Malabar Civet (Viverra civettina) 

• Sumatran Rhinoceros (Dicerorhinus sumatrensis) 

• Javan Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros sondaicus) 

Critically endangered birds in India: 

• Migratory Wetland Species – Baer’s Pochard (Aythya baeri), Siberian Crane 

(Leucogeranus leucogeranus), Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Eurynorhynchus pygmeus) 

• Non-migratory Wetland Species – White-bellied Heron (Ardea insignis) 
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• Grassland Species – Bengal Florican (Houbaropsis bengalensis), Great Indian Bustard 

(Ardeotis nigriceps), Jerdon’s Courser(Rhinoptilus bitorquatus), Sociable Lapwing 

(Vanellus gregarius) 

• Forest Species – Forest Owlet (Heteroglaux blewitti) 

• Scavengers – Indian Vulture (Gyps indicus), Red-headed Vulture (Sarcogyps calvus), 

Slender-billed Vulture (Gyps tenuirostris), White-backed Vulture (Gyps bengalensis). 

• Practically extinct – Himalayan Quail (Ophrysia superciliosa), Pink-headed Duck 

(Rhodonessa caryophyllacea) 

Critically Endangered Fishes 

• Pondicherry Shark (Carcharhinus hemiodon) 

• Ganges Shark (Glyphis gangeticus) 

• Knife-tooth Sawfish (Anoxypristis cuspidata) 

• Large-tooth Sawfish (Pristis microdon) 

• Long-comb Sawfish or Narrow-snout Sawfish (Pristis zijsron) 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding Einstein Challenge 

1. It has been proposed by NITI Aayog 

2. Under this challenges, thinkers, entrepreneurs and tech leaders will be invited 

spread Gandhi’s ideas through innovation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Einstein Challenge: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has thrown an “Einstein Challenge” to propagate the 

ideas of Mahatma Gandhi through innovations. 

• He recalled Albert Einstein’s famous words on Gandhi: “Generations to come will 

scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth,” 

• PM Modi called upon thinkers, entrepreneurs and tech leaders to take forward 

Gandhi’s idea of innovation for future generations to remember. 
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• He said that from uniting those who believe in humanity to furthering sustainable 

development and ensuring economic self-reliance, Gandhi offers solutions to every 

problem. 

 

DAY – 70 (InstaTest-70) 

 

26. Consider the following statements regarding Fall Armyworm (FAW) 

1. It is native to South East Asia. 

2. It has spread across all of sub-Saharan Africa and Asia 

3. It represents a real threat to food security and livelihoods of millions of 

smallholder farmers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Fall Armyworm (FAW) – A native of the tropical and sub-tropical regions of the Americas. 

• Fall armyworm (FAW), Spodopterafrugiperda, is a dangerous trans-boundary insect 

with a high potential to spread rapidly due to its natural distribution capacity and 

opportunities presented by international trade. FAW represents a real threat to food 

security and livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers. 

• FAW has spread across all of sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East and Asia. It will likely 

soon be present in southern Europe. FAW is a resident pest and once it has arrived in 

a country, it is there to stay. 

• Farmers need significant support to manage FAW sustainably in their cropping 

systems through Integrated Pest Management (IPM) activities. FAW cannot be 

eliminated. Therefore, FAO has launched a Global Action for FAW Control as a 

response to the international threat that FAW is posing for food security and the 

livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers. 

http://www.fao.org/fall-armyworm/en/  
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27. Which of the following countries border Mediterranean Sea? 

1. France 

2. Italy 

3. Greece 

4. Bulgaria 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

 

28. Consider the following statements regarding El Niño Modoki 

1. El Niño Modoki is associated with strong anomalous warming in the central 

tropical Pacific and cooling in the eastern and western tropical Pacific. 

2. West Coast of United States of America is wet during El Nino Modoki 

3. ENSO Modoki influences the rainfall over India and South Africa. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The El Niño Modoki 

• El Niño Modoki is a coupled ocean-atmosphere phenomenon in the tropical Pacific. 

• It is different from another coupled phenomenon in the tropical Pacific namely, El 

Niño. 

• Conventional El Niño is characterized by strong anomalous warming in the eastern 

equatorial Pacific. 

• Whereas, El Niño Modoki is associated with strong anomalous warming in the central 

tropical Pacific and cooling in the eastern and western tropical Pacific 

El Niño Modoki Impacts 

• The El Niño Modoki phenomenon is characterized by the anomalously warm central 

equatorial Pacific flanked by anomalously cool regions in both west and east. 

• Such zonal gradients result in anomalous two-cell Walker Circulation over the tropical 

Pacific, with a wet region in the central Pacific. 

El Nino Modoki has recently been identified as a coupled ocean-atmosphere phenomenon 

in the tropical Pacific Ocean and has been shown to be quite different from the canonical El 

Nino/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) in terms of its spatial and temporal characteristics as well 

as its tele connection patterns. Traditionally the term “El Nino” was used for the canonical El 

Nino associated with warming in the eastern tropical Pacific. However, as we realize now, 

during El Nino Modoki the sea surface temperature (SST) anomaly in eastern Pacific is not 

affected, but a warm anomaly arises in the central Pacific flanked by cold anomalies on both 

sides of the basin (Fig. 1). Together with its counterpart La Nina Modoki, when colder central 

Pacific is flanked by warmer eastern and western Pacific, the new phenomenon is now called 

as the ENSO Modoki that assumes both warm and cold phases of its behavior. Several studies 

have shown that the ENSO Modoki has become more prominent in recent times, as compared 

to ENSO, and thereby changing the teleconnection pattern arising from the tropical Pacific. 

Moreover, the associated decadal changes in the sea level are shown to affect not only the 

islands of central Pacific but remote regions off California and southwestern Indian Ocean 

The ENSO Modoki has distinct teleconnections and affect many parts of the world. For 

example, the West Coast of United States of America is wet during El Nino but dry during El 

Nino Modoki (e.g. Weng et al. 2008). Recent studies show that teleconnections associated 

with ENSO Modoki influence the rainfall over India and South Africa 
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29. Consider the following statements regarding Avian Botulism 

1. It is a strain of botulism that affects wild and captive bird populations. 

2. Botulinum is a natural toxin produced by a virus. 

3. Pathogen causing this disease is commonly found in the soil, river and sea water. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Avian botulism killed over 18,000 birds in and around Rajasthan’s Sambharlake, the 

Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Bareilly, said in a report released on 

November 21, 2019. 

• Botulinum is a natural toxin produced by a bacteria known as Clostridium botulin. It 

produces the toxin when it starts reproducing. 

• The bacteria is commonly found in the soil, river, and sea water. There are around 

eight types — A, B, C1, C2, D, E, F, and G — of botulinum toxin and they are 

distinguishable when diagnosed. But all types of toxins attack the neurons, which 

leads to muscle paralysis, states a study. 

• Botulinum affects both humans and animals but the type of the toxin varies — 

botulinum C in birds and A, B and E in humans.  The toxin has been recognised as a 

major cause of mortality in wild birds since the 1900s. 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/avian-botulism-killed-18-000-birds-

at-sambhar-govt-report-67866  

 

30. Arrange the following cities sometimes seen in news, from south to north 

1. Aleppo 

2. Jeddah 

3. Jerusalem 

4. Sana’a 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 3 2 4 1 

 (b) 1 4 2 3 
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 (c) 4 2 3 1 

 (d) 1 3 2 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding plate boundaries 

1. Mid oceanic ridges are common at divergent boundaries as new crust is generated 

during the process. 

2. Trenches are common along Convergent Boundaries. 

3. Transform faults are the planes of separation generally perpendicular to the mid-

oceanic ridges. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

There are three types of plate boundaries: 

Divergent Boundaries 

• Where new crust is generated as the plates pull away from each other. The sites 

where the plates move away from each other are called spreading sites. The best-

known example of divergent boundaries is the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. At this, the 

American Plate(s) is/are separated from the Eurasian and African Plates. 

• Mid–ocean ridges occur along divergent plate boundaries, where new ocean floor is 

created as the Earth’s tectonic plates spread apart. As the plates separate, molten rock 

rises to the seafloor, producing enormous volcanic eruptions of basalt. 

Convergent Boundaries 

• Where the crust is destroyed as one plate dived under another. The location where 

sinking of a plate occurs is called a subduction zone. There are three ways in which 

convergence can occur. These are: (i) between an oceanic and continental plate; (ii) 

between two oceanic plates; and (iii) between two continental plates. 

• In particular, ocean trenches are a feature of convergent plate boundaries, where two 

or more tectonic plates meet. At many convergent plate boundaries, dense 

lithosphere melts or slides beneath less-dense lithosphere in a process called 

subduction, creating a trench. 

Transform Boundaries 

• Where the crust is neither produced nor destroyed as the plates slide horizontally 

past each other. Transform faults are the planes of separation generally perpendicular 

to the mid-oceanic ridges. As the eruptions do not take all along the entire crest at the 

same time, there is a differential movement of a portion of the plate away from the 

axis of the earth. Also, the rotation of the earth has its effect on the separated blocks 

of the plate portions. 
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32. Consider the following statements regarding Labour Code on Industrial Relations 2019 

1. The code will combine Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 and the Trade Unions Act, 

1926. 

2. It seeks to allow companies to hire workers on fixed-term contract of any 

duration. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Labour Code on Industrial Relations 2019 

• The Union cabinet has approved the Labour Code on Industrial Relations 2019.The 

code will combine Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, the Trade Unions Act, 1926, and the 

Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. 

• It seeks to allow companies to hire workers on fixed-term contract of any duration. 

The code has retained the threshold on the worker count at 100 for prior government 

approval before retrenchment, but it has a provision for changing ‘such number of 

employees’ through notification. 

• While this means workers can be hired seasonally for six months or a year it also 

means that all workers will be treated at par with regular workers for benefits. 

https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/industrial-relations-code-2019  

 

33. Arrange the following Island regions from north to south 

1. Seychelles 

2. Maldives 

3. Comoros 

4. Mauritius 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 1 4 3 

 (b) 2 1 3 4 

 (c) 2 3 1 4 
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 (d) 1 2 4 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) 

1. It is an eastward moving ‘pulse’ of clouds, rainfall, winds and pressure near the 

equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. 

2. It is a traversing phenomenon and is most prominent in Atlantic Oceans. 

3. When MJO is over the Indian Ocean during the Monsoon season, it reduces 

rainfall over the Indian subcontinent. 

Which of the statement above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

• According to India Met Department (IMD), the Arabian Sea arm of south-west 

monsoon is counting on an itinerant Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) wave for 

normal monsoon. 

• It is an oceanic-atmospheric phenomenon which affects weather activities across the 

globe. It brings major fluctuation in tropical weather on weekly to monthly timescales. 

• The MJO can be defined as an eastward moving ‘pulse’ of clouds, rainfall, winds and 

pressure near the equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. 

• It’s a traversing phenomenon and is most prominent over the Indian and Pacific 

Oceans. 

Phases of Madden-Julian Oscillation 

• The MJO consists of two parts or phases. Strong MJO activity often dissects the 

planet into halves. One half within the enhanced convective phase and the other half 

in the suppressed convective phase. 

• Enhanced rainfall (or convective) phase: winds at the surface converge, and the air is 

pushed up throughout the atmosphere. At the top of the atmosphere, the winds 

reverse (i.e., diverge). Such rising air motion in the atmosphere tends to increase 

condensation and rainfall. 

• Suppressed rainfall phase: winds converge at the top of the atmosphere, forcing air 

to sink and, later, to diverge at the surface. As air sinks from high altitudes, it warms 

and dries, which suppresses rainfall. 

• It is this entire dipole structure, that moves west to east with time in the Tropics, 

causing more cloudiness, rainfall, and even storminess in the enhanced convective 

phase, and more sunshine and dryness in the suppressed convective phase. 

How Does MJO Affect Indian Monsoon? 

• The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), El Nino and MJO are all oceanic and atmospheric 

phenomena, which affect weather on a large scale. IOD only pertains to the Indian 

Ocean, but the other two affect weather on a global scale-up to the mid-latitudes. 

• IOD and El Nino remain over their respective positions, while MJO is a traversing 

phenomenon. 

• The journey of MJO goes through eight phases. 

o When it is over the Indian Ocean during the Monsoon season, it brings good 

rainfall over the Indian subcontinent. 

o On the other hand, when it witnesses a longer cycle and stays over the Pacific 

Ocean, MJO brings bad news for the Indian Monsoon. 

• It is linked with enhanced and suppressed rainfall activity in the tropics and is very 

important for the Indian monsoonal rainfall. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  31 Insights IAS 

Periodicity of MJO: 

• If it is nearly 30 days then it brings good rainfall during the Monsoon season. 

• If it is above 40 days then MJO doesn’t give good showers and could even lead to a 

dry Monsoon. 

• Shorter the cycle of MJO, better the Indian Monsoon. Simply because it then visits 

the Indian Ocean more often during the four-month-long period. 

• Presence of MJO over the Pacific Ocean along with an El Nino is detrimental for 

Monsoon rains. 

 

35. The Rowlatt Act was aimed at 

(a) compulsory economic support to war efforts 

(b) imprisonment without trial and summary procedures for trial 

(c) suppression of the Khilafat Movement 

(d) Reforms in University Education system 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Rowlatt Acts, (February 1919), legislation passed by the Imperial Legislative Council, 

the legislature of British India. The acts allowed certain political cases to be tried 

without juries and permitted internment of suspects without trial. (UPSC 2012) 

 

36. Arrange the following physiographic features of Australia from west to east 

1. Great Barrier Reef 

2. Kimberley Plateau 

3. Great Sandy Desert 

4. Macdonell Range 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 3 2 4 

 (b) 1 4 2 3 

 (c) 4 2 3 1 

 (d) 3 2 4 1 

 

Solution: D 
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37. Consider the following statements regarding formation of Igneous rocks 

1. If molten material is cooled slowly at great depths, mineral grains may be small 

and smooth grains. 

2. Sudden cooling (at the surface) results in very large mineral grains. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Igneous rocks are classified based on texture. Texture depends upon size and 

arrangement of grains or other physical conditions of the materials. If molten material 

is cooled slowly at great depths, mineral grains may be very large. Sudden cooling (at 

the surface) results in small and smooth grains. Intermediate conditions of cooling 
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would result in intermediate sizes of grains making up igneous rocks. Granite, gabbro, 

pegmatite, basalt, volcanic breccia and tuff are some of the examples of igneous rocks. 

 

38. The basic aim of Lead Bank Scheme is that: 

(a) big banks should try to open offices in each district 

(b) there should be stiff competition among the various nationalized banks 

(c) individual banks should adopt particular districts for intensive development 

(d) all the banks should make intensive efforts to mobilize deposits 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Lead Bank Scheme, introduced towards the end of 1969, envisages assignment of 

lead roles to individual banks (both in public sector and private sector) for the districts 

allotted to them. A bank having a relatively large network of branches in the rural 

areas of a given district and endowed with adequate financial and manpower 

resources has generally been entrusted with the lead responsibility for that district. 

• Accordingly, all the districts in the country have been allotted to various banks. The 

lead bank acts as a leader for coordinating the efforts of all credit institutions in the 

allotted districts to increase the flow of credit to agriculture, small-scale industries and 

other economic activities included in the priority sector in the rural and semi-urban 

areas, with the district being the basic unit in terms of geographical area. (UPSC 2012) 

https://sbi.co.in/web/agri-rural/rural/lead-bank-scheme  

 

39. Playas are found in 

 (a) Karst Topography 

 (b) Glacial Landforms 

 (c) Coastal Landforms 

 (d) Deserts 

 

Solution: D 
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Playas 

• Plains are by far the most prominent landforms in the deserts. In basins with 

mountains and hills around and along, the drainage is towards the centre of the basin 

and due to gradual deposition of sediment from basin margins, a nearly level plain 

forms at the centre of the basin. In times of sufficient water, this plain is covered up 

by a shallow water body. Such types of shallow lakes are called as playas where water 

is retained only for short duration due to evaporation and quite often the playas 

contain good deposition of salts. The playa plain covered up by salts is called alkali 

flats. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding Land Breezes 

1. A pressure gradient from sea to land is created. 

2. It takes place during night. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Land and Sea Breezes 

• The land and sea absorb and transfer heat differently. During the day the land heats 

up faster and becomes warmer than the sea. Therefore, over the land the air rises 

giving rise to a low-pressure area, whereas the sea is relatively cool and the pressure 

over sea is relatively high. Thus, pressure gradient from sea to land is created and the 

wind blows from the sea to the land as the sea breeze. 

• In the night the reversal of condition takes place. The land loses heat faster and is 

cooler than the sea. The pressure gradient is from the land to the sea and hence land 

breeze results 
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41. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 

Scheme’ 

1. OCI cardholders have voting rights. 

2. They can hold a government job and purchase agricultural or farmland 

3. Under this scheme, eligible person is exempted from reporting to police 

authorities for any length of stay in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

Who are OCI cardholders? 

• Government of India launched the ‘Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) Scheme’ by 

making amendments to Citizenship Act, 1955 in 2005. 

• On 09 January 2015, the Government of India discontinued the PIO card and merged 

it with OCI card. 

Eligibility: 

• Government of India allows the following categories of foreign nationals to apply for 

OCI Card. 

Exceptions: 

• Anyone who is applying for OCI card should hold a valid Passport of another country. 

• Individuals who do not have citizenship of any other country are not eligible to gain 

an OCI status. 

• Individuals whose parents or grandparents hold citizenship of Pakistan and 

Bangladesh are not eligible to apply. 

Benefits for OCI cardholders: 

• Lifelong Visa to visit India multiple times. (special permission needed for research 

work in India). 

• No need to register with Foreigners Regional Registration Officer (FRRO) or 

Foreigners Registration Officer (FRO) for any length of stay. 

• Except for acquisition of agricultural and plantation properties, OCI card holders have 

similar facilities that are extended to NRIs in economic, financial and educational 

fields. 

• Same treatment as of NRIs in respect to Inter-country adoption of Indian children. 

• Also treated at par with NRIs regarding – entry fees for national monuments, practice 

of professions like doctors, dentists, nurses, advocates, architects, Chartered 

Accountants & Pharmacists. 

• At par with NRIs to participate in All India Pre-medical tests and such. 

• Treated at par with Indian citizens in matters of traffic in airfares in Indian domestic 

sectors. 

• Same entry fee as for Indians for entry into India’s national parks and wildlife 

sanctuaries. 

• OCI booklet can be used as identification to avail services. An affidavit can be attached 

with local address as residential proof. 

• He or she is exempted from reporting to police authorities for any length of stay in 

India 
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There are certain restrictions placed on OCI card holders: 

• Do not have right to vote. 

• Do not have right to any public service/government jobs 

• Cannot hold offices of – Prime Minister, President, Vice -President, Judge of Supreme 

Court and High Court, Member of Parliament or Member of state legislative assembly 

or council. 

• Cannot own agricultural property. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding Air Masses 

1. It is defined as a large body of air having little horizontal variation in temperature 

and moisture. 

2. Warm tropical and subtropical oceans are source regions for formation of air 

masses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Air Masses 

• When the air remains over a homogenous area for a sufficiently longer time, it 

acquires the characteristics of the area. The homogenous regions can be the vast 

ocean surface or vast plains. The air with distinctive characteristics in terms of 

temperature and humidity is called an air mass. It is defined as a large body of air 

having little horizontal variation in temperature and moisture. The homogenous 

surfaces, over which air masses form, are called the source regions. 

• The air masses are classified according to the source regions. There are five major 

source regions. These are: (i) Warm tropical and subtropical oceans; (ii) The 

subtropical hot deserts; (iii) The relatively cold high latitude oceans; (iv) The very cold 

snow covered continents in high latitudes; (v) Permanently ice covered continents in 

the Arctic and Antarctica. Accordingly, following types of air masses are recognized: 

(i) Maritime tropical(mT); (ii) Continental tropical (cT); (iii) Maritime polar (mP); (iv) 

Continental polar (cP); (v) Continental arctic (cA). Tropical air masses are warm and 

polar air masses are cold. 
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43. Consider the following statements regarding tropical cyclone 

1. The eye is a region of calm with subsiding air. 

2. The wind reaches maximum velocity in eye wallregion. 

3. From the eye wall rain bands may radiate and trains of cumulus and 

cumulonimbus clouds may drift into the outer region. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

• A mature tropical cyclone is characterized by the strong spirally circulating wind 

around the centre, called the eye. The diameter of the circulating system can vary 

between 150 and250 km. 
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• The eye is a region of calm with subsiding air. Around the eye is the eye wall, where 

there is a strong spiraling ascent of air to greater height reaching the tropopause. The 

wind reaches maximum velocity in this region, reaching as high as 250 km per hour. 

Torrential rain occurs here. From the eye wall rain bands may radiate and trains of 

cumulus and cumulonimbus clouds may drift into the outer region. The diameter of 

the storm over the Bay of Bengal, Arabian sea and Indian ocean is between 600 – 1200 

km. The system moves slowly about 300 – 500 km per day. The cyclone creates storm 

surges and they inundate the coastal low lands. The storm peters out on the land. 

 

44. Presently, India has/have Free trade agreement with which of the following countries? 

1. USA 

2. Japan 

3. European Union 

4. South Korea 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

 (a) 2 and 4 only 

 (b) 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

• A free trade agreement (FTA) or treaty is a multinational agreement according to 

international law to form a free-trade area between the cooperating states. FTAs, a 

form of trade pacts, determine the tariffs and duties that countries impose on 

imports and exports with the goal of reducing or eliminating trade barriers, thus 

encouraging international trade. 

• India do not have FTA with USA, European Union 

• India have FTA with Japan and South Korea 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding World Distribution of Rainfall 

1. The rainfall is more over the oceans than on the landmasses of the world because 

of being great sources of water. 

2. Between the latitudes 35 and 40 N and S of the equator, the rainfall is first 

received on the western margins of the continents and it goes on decreasing 

towards the east. 
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3. Between 45 and 65 N and S of equator, the rain is heavier on the eastern coasts 

and goes on decreasing towards the west. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

World Distribution of Rainfall 

• Different places on the earth’s surface receive different amounts of rainfall in a year 

and that too in different seasons. In general, as we proceed from the equator towards 

the poles, rainfall goes on decreasing steadily. The coastal areas of the world receive 

greater amounts of rainfall than the interior of the continents. The rainfall is more 

over the oceans than on the landmasses of the world because of being great sources 

of water. Between the latitudes 35 and 40 N and S of the equator, the rain is heavier 

on the eastern coasts and goes on decreasing towards the west. But, between 45 and 

65 N and S of equator, due to the westerlies, the rainfall is first received on the western 

margins of the continents and it goes on decreasing towards the east. Wherever 

mountains run parallel to the coast, the rain is greater on the coastal plain, on the 

windward side and it decreases towards the leeward side. 

• On the basis of the total amount of annual precipitation, major precipitation regimes 

of the world are identified as follows. The equatorial belt, the windward slopes of the 

mountains along the western coasts in the cool temperate zone and the coastal areas 

of the monsoon land receive heavy rainfall of over 200 cm per annum. Interior 

continental areas receive moderate rainfall varying from100 – 200 cm per annum. The 

coastal areas of the continents receive moderate amount of rainfall. The central parts 

of the tropical land and the eastern and interior parts of the temperate lands receive 

rainfall varying between 50 – 100 cm per annum. Areas lying in the rain shadow zone 

of the interior of the continents and high latitudes receive very low rainfall-less than 

50 cm per annum. Seasonal distribution of rainfall provides an important aspect to 

judge its effectiveness. In some region’s rainfall is distributed evenly throughout the 

year such as in the equatorial belt and in the western parts of cool temperate regions. 
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46. Consider the following statements regarding K-Fon project 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Communications and Information Technology 

2. It aimed at providing free high speed Internet connection to BPL families in the 

northeastern states to revolutionize Digital India programme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

K-Fon project 

• The Kerala Cabinet has approved a Rs 1,548-crore fiber-optic network project. 

• To be completed by December 2020, the project seeks to fulfil the government’s aim 

of making internet access a ‘citizen’s right’. 

About the fiber- optic network project: 

• Objective: To provide free high-speed internet connection to around 2 million families 

in the state. 

• Aims to provide free high-speed internet to over 20 lakh below poverty line (BPL) 

households. 

• It is a collaborative initiative of the state’s power utility Kerala State Electricity Board 

and Kerala State IT Infrastructure Ltd. 

• Internet service providers and cable television operators can also join the optic-fibre 

network project to provide their services. 

• As many as 30,000 government offices and schools would be linked through the high-

speed network, said the state government. 

Significance: 

• The project is expected to help the country’s IT industry and open major opportunities 

in the fields of artificial intelligence, blockchain, and startups. It is also expected to 

help in better management of the transport sector. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  42 Insights IAS 

47. Consider the following statements regarding Tides 

1. During spring tides, the sun and moon are at right angles to each other. 

2. The time between the high tide and low tide, when the water level is falling, is 

called the ebb. 

3. The time between the low tide and high tide, when the tide is rising, is called the 

flow or flood. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Types of Tides 

• Spring tides: The position of both the sun and the moon in relation to the earth has 

direct bearing on tide height. When the sun, the moon and the earth are in a straight 

line, the height of the tide will be higher. These are called springtides and they occur 

twice a month, one on full moon period and another during new moon period. 

• Neap tides: Normally, there is a seven-day interval between the spring tides and neap 

tides. At this time the sun and moon are at right angles to each other and the forces 

of the sun and moon tend to counteract one another. The Moon’s attraction, though 

more than twice as strong as the sun’s, is diminished by the counteracting force of the 

sun’s gravitational pull. 

• The time between the high tide and low tide, when the water level is falling, is called 

the ebb. The time between the low tide and high tide, when the tide is rising, is called 

the flow or flood. 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic 

Ecosystems. 

1. It is a centrally sponsored scheme 

2. It is a single conservation programme for both wetlands and lakes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution:  C 

 

National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems: 

• It is a centrally sponsored scheme, currently being implemented by the Union Ministry 

of Environment and Forests (MoEF). 

• It will be operational during the 12th Plan period and will cost an estimated Rs 900 

crore, with the Central government and respective state governments sharing the cost 

in the ratio 70:30. 

• NPCA, it is hoped, will help promote better synergy and avoid overlap of 

administrative functions. It will be governed by a uniform policy and clear guidelines, 

and will operate through the implementation of sustainable conservation plans. 

• The principal objectives of NPCA will be holistic conservation and restoration of lakes 

and wetlands through an integrated and multidisciplinary approach with a common 

regulatory framework. 

• NPCA is a single conservation programme for both wetlands and lakes. 

 

49. Consider the following statements regarding Vertical Distribution of Temperature along 

oceans 

1. The boundary region, from where there is a rapid decrease of temperature, is 

called the thermocline and it forms the second layer. 

2. The first layer represents the top layer of warm oceanic water and about 90 per 

cent of the total volume of water is found in this region. 

3. The third layer is very cold and extends upto the deep ocean floor. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 
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Horizontal and Vertical Distribution of Temperature 

• The temperature-depth profile for the ocean water shows how the temperature 

decreases with the increasing depth. The profile shows a boundary region between 

the surface waters of the ocean and the deeper layers. The boundary usually begins 

around 100 – 400 m below the sea surface and extends several hundred of metres 

downward. This boundary region, from where there is a rapid decrease of 

temperature, is called the thermocline. About 90 per cent of the total volume of water 

is found below the thermocline in the deep ocean. In this zone, temperatures 

approach 0° C. The temperature structure of oceans over middle and low latitudes can 

be described as a three-layer system from surface to the bottom. 

• The first layer represents the top layer of warm oceanic water and it is about 

500mthick with temperatures ranging between 20°and 25° C. This layer, within the 

tropical region, is present throughout the year but in mid latitudes it develops only 

during summer. 

• The second layer called the thermocline layer lies below the first layer and is 

characterized by rapid decrease in temperature with increasing depth. The 

thermocline is 500 -1,000 m thick. 

• The third layer is very cold and extends upto the deep ocean floor. In the Arctic and 

Antarctic circles, the surface water temperatures are close to 0° C and so the 

temperature change with the depth is very slight. Here, only one layer of cold water 

exists, which extends from surface to deep ocean floor. 

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding Project Zero initiative 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Science and Technology 

2. It aims at using artificial intelligence to eliminate counterfeit products. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Project Zero: 

• Launched by Amazon. 

• To block selling of counterfeit goods on its platform. 
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• The aim is to ensure that customers receive authentic goods when shopping on 

Amazon. 

• It introduces additional proactive mechanisms and powerful tools to identify, block 

and remove counterfeits. 

• It aims using artificial intelligence to eliminate counterfeit products 

 

DAY – 71 (InstaTest-71) 

 

51. Budapest convention, sometime seen in the news, is related to 

 (a) Organized Crime 

 (b) Cyber Security 

 (c) Money Laundering 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention on 

Cybercrime or the Budapest Convention, is the first international treaty seeking to 

address Internet and computer crime by harmonizing national laws, improving 

investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation among nations. 

• The Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of Europe (CETS No.185), known as the 

Budapest Convention, is the only binding international instrument on this issue. It 

serves as a guideline for any country developing comprehensive national legislation 

against Cybercrime and as a framework for international cooperation between State 

Parties to this treaty. 

• The Budapest Convention is supplemented by a Protocol on Xenophobia and Racism 

committed through computer systems. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/the-budapest-convention  

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Geochemical Baseline Atlas of India 

1. It was released by Geological Survey of India. 

2. The atlas aims to document the concentration and distribution of the chemical 

elements in the soils of India. 

3. It consists of 44 maps of metals, oxides, and elements present in top and bottom 

soils across India. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Recently, CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) has released the first 

‘Geochemical Baseline Atlas of India’ for environmental management. 

• The atlas aims to document the concentration and distribution of the chemical 

elements in the soils of India. 

• It consists of 44 maps of metals, oxides, and elements present in top and bottom soils 

across India. 

Significance 

• Both human activities and natural processes are continuously modifying the chemical 

composition of our environment. Hence, it will help to assess the chemical 

compositional changes on the Earth’s surface. 

• It will help the country to assess the presence of toxic chemicals in soil and how it 

varies from place to place. It also helps in identifying how soil pollution is contributing 

to groundwater contamination 

• Further, the map will also support in choosing the right soil that’s rich in certain 

micronutrient elements required for each plant growth. 

• The geochemical data presented in these maps will be a part of the global map to be 

prepared by the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGC). 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding Steel industry in India 

1. Globally, India is the second largest producer of crude steel in the world. 

2. India is the second largest consumer of the finished steel after China. 

3. India’s per capita consumption is only 74.1 kg during 2018-19 as against the global 

average of 214 kg. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Steel Status: 

• Steel industry directly contributes to about 1.4 to 2 per cent of India’s GDP. 

• Globally, India is the second largest producer of crude steel in the world surpassing 

Japan with a global share of 6 per cent. 

• India is the third largest consumer of the finished steel after China and USA, however, 

its per capita consumption is only 74.1 kg during 2018-19 as against the global average 

of 214 kg. 

Key Challenges: 

• Capacity expansion as the demand for steel is bound to rise with economic growth. 

• High grade and value-added steel are used in power, defence and automobile which 

is currently imported. 

• Difficulties in acquiring mining lease and high dependency on import of coking coal 

add to cost of steel production. 

• High logistics costs also act as a major constraint. 

• Due to imposition of trade restrictive measures by USA, European Union and Canada, 

India’s exports have declined. 

Way forward: National Steel Policy, 2017 gives broad policy directives for encouraging long-

term growth for Indian steel on both supply and demand fronts. It envisages focus on 

domestic production especially of value added steel in order to meet the growing demand. 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding NASA’s ICON Mission 

1. The ICON satellite will study the atmospheric circulation of air in troposphere 

2. The ICON mission is the 39th successful launch and satellite deployment by 

Pegasus rocket. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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NASA ICON Mission 

• National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has launched a satellite ICON 

to detect dynamic zones of Earth’s Ionosphere. The satellite Ionosphere Connection 

Explorer (ICON) was launched from an aircraft over the Atlantic Ocean near the Florida 

coast. 

• The ICON satellite will study the Earth’s Ionosphere. It includes various layers of the 

uppermost atmosphere where free electrons flow freely. The ICON mission is the 39th 

successful launch and satellite deployment by Pegasus rocket. 

• The ionosphere: is the ionized part of Earth’s upper atmosphere, from about 60 km 

(37 mi) to 1,000 km (620 mi) altitude, a region that includes the thermosphere and 

parts of the mesosphere and exosphere. 

• The ionosphere is ionized by solar radiation. It plays an important role in atmospheric 

electricity and forms the inner edge of the magnetosphere 

 

55. Arrange the following hills from North to South 

1. Gir hills 

2. Kaimur hills 

3. Ramgarh hills 

4. Harishchandra range 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 4 1 3 

 (b) 2 3 1 4 

 (c) 1 2 4 3 

 (d) 1 2 3 4 

 

Solution: B 
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56. Which of the following city lie closest to 82.5 °E longitude? 

 (a) Kakinada 

 (b) Visakhapatnam 

 (c) Nagpur 

 (d) Ranchi 
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Solution: A 

 

 

 

57. Which of the following leaf modifications occurs/occur in desert areas to inhibit water 

loss? 

1. Hard and waxy leaves 

2. Tiny leaves or no leaves 

3. Thorns instead of leaves 
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• “The vegetation of hot desert climate is xerophytic type which has special 

characteristics to withstand very high rate of evaporation. They have long roots, thick 

barks, waxy leaves, thorns and little leaves.” 

• They are perennial shrubs whose root systems below ground are much more extensive 

than their visible parts or that have evolved tiny leaves with a waxy coating to combat 

transpiration. 

• And instead of doing away with leaves entirely, the leaves are modified into 

spines/thorns that minimise the surface area and so reduce water loss by 

transpiration. They also protect from animal that might eat them. 

 

58. Which of the following vegetation is/are found in Andaman and Nicobar Islands? 

1. Tropical evergreen forest 

2. Moist deciduous forest 

3. Littoral forest 

4. Sub-montane forest 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Andaman and Nicobar Islands have a tropical rainforest canopy, made of a mixed 

flora with elements from Indian, Myanmar, Malaysian and endemic floral strains. So 
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far, about 2,200 varieties of plants have been recorded, out of which 200 are endemic 

and 1,300 do not occur in mainland India. 

• The South Andaman forests have a profuse growth of epiphytic vegetation, mostly 

ferns, and orchids. The Middle Andamans harbours mostly moist deciduous forests. 

North Andamans is characterized by the wet evergreen type, with plenty of woody 

climbers. The North Nicobar Islands (including Car Nicobar and Battimalv) are marked 

by the complete absence of evergreen forests, while such forests form the dominant 

vegetation in the central and southern islands of the Nicobar group. Grasslands occur 

only in the Nicobars, and while deciduous forests are common in the Andamans, they 

are almost absent in the Nicobars. The present forest coverage is claimed to be 86.2% 

of the total land area. 

This a typical forest coverage is made up of different types, namely: 

• Evergreen forest 

• Tropical evergreen forest 

• Semi-evergreen forest 

• Moist deciduous forest 

• Littoral forest 

• Mangrove forest 

• Brackish water mixed forest 

• Submontane forest 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Coastal Plains in India 

1. The western coastal plains are an example of submerged coastal plain. 

2. The western coastal plains are broader in the middle and get narrow towards 

north and south. 

3. It provides natural conditions for the development of ports and harbours. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Coastal Plains On the basis of the location and active geomorphological processes, 

it can be broadly divided into two: (i) the western coastal plains; (ii) the eastern coastal 

plains. 
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• The western coastal plains are an example of submerged coastal plain. It is believed 

that the city of Dwaraka which was once a part of the Indian mainland situated along 

the west coast is submerged under water. Because of this submergence it is a narrow 

belt and provides natural conditions for the development of ports and harbours. 

Kandla, Mazagaon, JLN port Navha Sheva, Marmagao, Mangalore, Cochin, etc. are 

some of the important natural ports located along the west coast. Extending from the 

Gujarat coast in the north to the Kerala coast in the south, the western coast may be 

divided into following divisions – the Kachchh and Kathiawar coast in Gujarat, Konkan 

coast in Maharashtra, Goan coast and Malabar coast in Karnataka and Kerala 

respectively. The western coastal plains are narrow in the middle and get broader 

towards north and south. The rivers flowing through this coastal plain do not form any 

delta. The Malabar coast has got certain distinguishing features in the form of ‘Kayals’ 

(backwaters), which are used for fishing, inland navigation and also due to its special 

attraction for tourists. Every year the famous Nehru Trophy Vallamkali (boat race) is 

held in Punnamada Kayal in Kerala. 

• As compared to the western coastal plain, the eastern coastal plain is broader and is 

an example of an emergent coast. There are well developed deltas here, formed by 

the rivers flowing eastward in to the Bay of Bengal. These include the deltas of the 

Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the Kaveri. Because of its emergent nature, 

it has less number of ports and harbours. The continental shelf extends up to 500 km 

into the sea, which makes it difficult for the development of good ports and harbours. 

 

60. With reference to the usefulness of the by-products of sugar industry, which of the 

following statements is / are correct? 

1. Bagasse can be used as biomass fuel for the generation of energy. 

2. Molasses can be used as one of the feedstocks for the production of fertilizers. 

3. Molasses can be used for the production of ethanol. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Molasses and beet pulp are by-products of the sugar industry. Every tonne of 

processed cane or beet will lead to the production of molasses, the by-product from 

which no additional sugar can be obtained by further crystallisation. 
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• Molasses still contains a substantial amount of sugar. It is also characterised by the 

richness in chemical elements which can be exploited for a variety of purposes. Beet 

pulp remaining after the extraction of sugar from beet is a good source of highly 

digestible fibre and energy, used for animal feeding. Molasses and beet pulp are 

mostly used domestically but about 7% of world output of molasses and 15% of global 

beet pulp production are exported to the world market. 

Benefits 

• Bagasse can be used as biomass fuel for the generation of energy. 

• Molasses can be used as one of the feedstocks for the production of fertilizers. 

• Molasses can be used for the production of ethanol. 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding Drainage Patterns 

1. The rivers originating from the Amarkantak range present a good example of 

centripetal pattern. 

2. When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary 

tributaries join them at right angles, the pattern is known as ‘trellis’. 

3. The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree is known as “dendritic”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Important Drainage Patterns 

• The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree is known as “dendritic” the 

examples of which are the rivers of northern plain. 

• When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions, the drainage pattern is 

known as ‘radial’. The rivers originating from the Amarkantak range present a good 

example of it. 

• When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary 

tributaries join them at right angles, the pattern is known as ‘trellis’. 

• When the rivers discharge their waters from all directions in a lake or depression, the 

pattern is known as ‘centripetal’. 
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62. Which of the following are right bank tributaries of River Indus? 

1. Kabul 

2. Zaskar 

3. Gomal 

4. Sangar 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Indus receives a number of Himalayan tributaries such as the Shyok, the Gilgit, the 

Zaskar, the Hunza, the Nubra, the Shigar, the Gasting and the Dras. 

• The Zaskar river, Suru river, Soan river, Jhelum river, Chenab river, Ravi river, Beas 

river, Satluj river, Panjnad river are its major left-bank tributaries. 

• It finally emerges out of the hills near Attock where it receives the Kabul river on its 

right bank. The other important tributaries joining the right bank of the Indus are the 

Khurram, the Tochi, the Gomal, the Viboa and the Sangar. They all originate in the 

Sulaiman ranges. The river flows southward and receives ‘Panjnad’ a little above 

Mithankot. The Panjnad is the name given to the five rivers of Punjab, namely the 

Satluj, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab and the Jhelum. 

 

63. With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the 

following statements: (UPSC 2017) 

1. IRNSS has three Satellites in geostationary and four satellites the geosynchronous 

orbits. 

2. IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. km beyond its borders. 

3. India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the 

middle of 2019. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) None 
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Solution: A 

 

• The space segment consists of the IRNSS constellation of eight satellites, NavIC. Three 

satellites are located in suitable orbital slots in the geostationary orbit and the 

remaining four are located in geosynchronous orbits with the required inclination and 

equatorial crossings in two different planes. 

• It is designed to provide accurate position information service to users in India as well 

as the region extending up to 1500 km from its boundary, which is its primary service 

area. 

• There are long term plans to extend it to SAARC region, but not by 2019. There are 

plans to add 4 more satellites to the present constellation. 

 

64. Which of the following regions receive rainfall in the winter season? 

1. Northwestern India 

2. Arunachal Pradesh and Assam 

3. Northern parts of southern Peninsula 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Winter monsoons do not cause rainfall as they move from land to the sea. It is because firstly, 

they have little humidity; and secondly, due to anti cyclonic circulation on land, the possibility 

of rainfall from them reduces. So, most parts of India do not have rainfall in the winter season. 

However, there are some exceptions to it: 

(i) In northwestern India, some weak temperate cyclones from the Mediterranean Sea 

cause rainfall in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi and western Uttar Pradesh. Although the 

amount is meagre, it is highly beneficial for rabi crops. The precipitation is in the form 

of snowfall in the lower Himalayas. It is this snow that sustains the flow of water in 

the Himalayan rivers during the summer months. The precipitation goes on decreasing 

from west to east in the plains and from north to south in the mountains. The average 

winter rainfall in Delhi is around 53 mm. In Punjab and Bihar, rainfall remains between 

25mm and 18 mm respectively. 
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(ii) Central parts of India and northern parts of southern Peninsula also get winter rainfall 

occasionally. 

(iii) Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in the northeastern parts of India also have rains 

between 25 mm and 50 mm during these winter months. 

(iv) During October and November, northeast monsoon while crossing over the Bay of 

Bengal, picks up moisture and causes torrential rainfall over the Tamil Nadu coast, 

southern Andhra Pradesh, southeast Karnataka and southeast Kerala. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Characteristics of Monsoonal Rainfall 

1. Monsoonal rainfall is largely governed by relief or topography. 

2. The monsoon rains occur continuously for the whole duration. 

3. The summer rainfall comes in a heavy downpour leading to considerable run off 

and soil erosion. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Characteristics of Monsoonal Rainfall 

(i) Rainfall received from the southwest monsoons is seasonal in character, which occurs 

between June and September. 

(ii) Monsoonal rainfall is largely governed by relief or topography. For instance, the 

windward side of the Western Ghats register a rainfall of over 250 cm. Again, the 

heavy rainfall in the north-eastern states can be attributed to their hill ranges and the 

Eastern Himalayas. 

(iii) The monsoon rainfall has a declining trend with increasing distance from the sea. 

Kolkata receives 119 cm during the southwest monsoon period, Patna105 cm, 

Allahabad 76 cm and Delhi56 cm. 

(iv) The monsoon rains occur in wet spells of few days duration at a time. The wet spells 

are interspersed with rainless interval known as ‘breaks’. These breaks in rainfall are 

related to the cyclonic depressions mainly formed at the head of the Bay of Bengal, 

and their crossing into the mainland. Besides the frequency and intensity of these 

depressions, the passage followed by them determines the spatial distribution of 

rainfall. 
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(v) The summer rainfall comes in a heavy downpour leading to considerable runoff and 

soil erosion. 

(vi) Monsoons play a pivotal role in the agrarian economy of India because over three-

fourths of the total rain in the country is received during the southwest monsoon 

season. 

(vii) Its spatial distribution is also uneven which ranges from 12 cm to more than 250 cm. 

(viii) The beginning of the rains sometimes is considerably delayed over the whole or a part 

of the country. 

(ix) The rains sometimes end considerably earlier than usual, causing great damage to 

standing crops and making the sowing of winter crops difficult. 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding Infrastructure Investment Trust Fund 

1. InvITs are similar to mutual funds. 

2. These are registered as trusts with SEBI 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

What are Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvIT)? 

• It is like a mutual fund, which enables direct investment of small amounts of money 

from possible individual/institutional investors in infrastructure to earn a small 

portion of the income as return. 

• InvITs can be treated as the modified version of REITs designed to suit the specific 

circumstances of the infrastructure sector. 

• They are similar to REIT but invest in infrastructure projects such as roads or highways 

which take some time to generate steady cash flows. 

• InvITs are registered as trusts with SEBI and there are four parties — trustee, sponsors, 

investment manager and project manager. 
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67. Consider the following statements regarding Dry deciduous forest 

1. They are more pronounced in the regions which record rainfall between 100-200 

cm. 

2. As the dry season begins, the trees shed their leaves completely and the forest 

appears like a vast grassland with naked trees all around. 

3. Tendu, palas, amaltas, bel, khair, axlewood, etc. are the common trees of these 

forests. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Moist deciduous forests are more pronounced in the regions which record rainfall 

between 100-200 cm. These forests are found in the northeastern states along the 

foothills of Himalayas, eastern slopes of the Western Ghats and Odisha. Teak, sal, 

shisham, hurra,mahua, amla, semul, kusum, and sandalwood etc. are the main species 

of these forests. 

• Dry deciduous forest covers vast areas of the country, where rainfall ranges 

between70 -100 cm. On the wetter margins, it has a transition to the moist deciduous, 

while on the drier margins to thorn forests. These forests are found in rainier areas of 

the Peninsula and the plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. In the higher rainfall regions 

of the Peninsular plateau and the northern Indian plain, these forests have a parkland 

landscape with open stretches in which teak and other trees interspersed with patches 

of grass are common. As the dry season begins, the trees shed their leaves completely 

and the forest appears like a vast grassland with naked trees all around. Tendu, palas, 

amaltas, bel, khair, axlewood, etc. are the common trees of these forests. In the 

western and southern part of Rajasthan, vegetation cover is very scanty due to low 

rainfall and overgrazing. 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding Alluvial Soils 

1. They are generally rich in potash but poor in phosphorous. 

2. The alluvial soils vary in nature from sandy loam to clay. 

3. These soils cover about 60 per cent of the total area of the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Alluvial Soils 

• Alluvial soils are widespread in the northern plains and the river valleys. These soils 

cover about 40 per cent of the total area of the country. They are depositional soils, 

transported and deposited by rivers and streams. Through a narrow corridor in 

Rajasthan, they extend into the plains of Gujarat. In the Peninsular region, they are 

found in deltas of the east coast and in the river valleys. 

• The alluvial soils vary in nature from sandy loam to clay. They are generally rich in 

potash but poor in phosphorous. In the Upper and Middle Ganga plain, two different 

types of alluvial soils have developed, viz. Khadar and Bhangar. 

• Khadar is the new alluvium and is deposited by floods annually, which enriches the 

soil by depositing fine silts. Bhangar represents a system of older alluvium, deposited 

away from the flood plains. Both the Khadar and Bhangar  soils contain calcareous 

concretions (Kankars). These soils are loamier and more clayey in the lower and 

middle Ganga plain and the Brahamaputra valley. The sand content decreases from 

the west to east. The colour of the alluvial soils varies from the light grey to ash grey. 

Its shades depend on the depth of the deposition, the texture of the materials, and 

the time taken for attaining maturity. Alluvial soils are intensively cultivated. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding Public Finance Management System 

1. It is an end-to- end solution for processing payments, tracking, monitoring, 

accounting, reconciliation and reporting. 

2. It is implemented by the Controller General of Accounts. 

3. It has been administered by National Payments Corporation of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

About Public Financial Management System: 

• It is an end-to- end solution for processing payments, tracking, monitoring, 

accounting, reconciliation and reporting. 

• Administered by the Department of Expenditure. 

• It is implemented by the Controller General of Accounts. 

Functions: 

• It provides scheme managers a unified platform for tracking releases and monitoring 

their last mile utilisation. 

• It provides platform for efficient management of funds through tracking of funds and 

real time reporting of expenditure and receipts through treasury and bank interface. 

• The line ministries/departments utilise this platform to monitor the utilisation of funds 

provided to the implementing agencies and state governments. 

• PFMS is also used for DBT payments under MGNREGA and other notified schemes of 

the Government of India. 

Significance of PFMS: 

• Introduction of the PFMS resulted in effectiveness and economy in public finance 

management through better cash management for government transparency in 

public expenditure and real-time information on resource availability and utilisation 

across schemes. 

• It also resulted in improved programme administration and management, reduction 

of float in the system, direct payment to beneficiaries and greater transparency and 

accountability in the use of public funds. 
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70. Consider the following statements regarding Peaty Soils 

1. They are found in the areas of heavy rainfall and high humidity. 

2. Organic matter in these soils is very less, about 4-5 per cent. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Peaty Soils 

• They are found in the areas of heavy rainfall and high humidity, where there is a good 

growth of vegetation. Thus, large quantity of dead organic matter accumulates in 

these areas, and this gives a rich humus and organic content to the soil. Organic matter 

in these soils may go even up to 40-50 per cent. 

• These soils are normally heavy and black in colour. At many places, they are alkaline 

also. It occurs widely in the northern part of Bihar, southern part of Uttarakhand and 

the coastal areas of West Bengal, Odisha and Tamil Nadu. 

 

71. Which of the following city has recently became world’s southernmost city? 

 (a) Tolhuin 

 (b) Río Grande 

 (c) Ushuaia 

 (d) Puerto Williams 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Puerto Williams in Chile has become world’s southernmost city after its status 

upgraded from hamlet to city. It is the main settlement, port and naval base on 

Navarino Island in Chile. It took over the title from Ushuaia in Argentina which was 

world’s southernmost city till recently. Puerto Williams faces the Beagle Channel, 
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which is a strait in Tierra del Fuego Archipelago (shared by Chile and Argentina) on 

South America’s extreme southern tip. 

 

72. Uranium deposits can be found in 

1. Singhbhum Thrust Belt 

2. Mahadek basin of Meghalaya 

3. Cuddapah basin of Andhra Pradesh 

4. Bhima basin of Karnataka 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Uranium deposits of India Jaduguda in Singhbhum Thrust Belt (in the state of 

Jharkhand, formerly part of Bihar) is the first uranium deposit to be discovered in the 

country in 1951. The Singhbhum Thrust Belt (also known as Singhbhum Copper belt or 

Singhbhum shear Zone) is a zone of intense shearing and deep tectonization with less 

than 1 km width and known for a number of copper deposits with associated nickel, 

molybdenum, bismuth, gold, silver etc. It extends in the shape of an arc for a length 

of about 160 km. 

• This discovery of ura;nium at Jaduguda in this belt paved the way for intensive 

exploration work and soon a few more deposits were brought to light in this area. 

Some of these deposits like Bhatin, Narwapahar and Turamdih are well known 

uranium mines of the country. other deposits like Bagjata, Banduhurang and 

Mohuldih are being taken up for commercial mining operations. Some of the other 

areas like Garadih, Kanyaluka, Nimdih and Nandup in this belt are also known to 

contain limited reserves with poor grades. Apart from discoveries in the Singhbhum 

Thrust Belt, several uranium occurrences have also been found in Cuddapah basin of 

Andhra Pradesh. These include Lambapur-Peddagattu, Chitrial, Kuppunuru, 

Tumallapalle, Rachakuntapalle which have significantly contributed towards the 

uranium reserve base of India. In the Mahadek basin of Meghalaya in North-Eastern 

part of the country, sandsyone type uranium deposits like Domiasiat, Wahkhyn, 

Mawsynram provide near-surface flat ore bodies amenable to commercial operations. 

Other areas in Rajasthan, Karnataka and Chhattisgarh hold promise for developing 

into some major deposits. 
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73. Consider the following statements regarding Khelo India programme 

1. It is Central Sector Scheme 

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of Human Resource Development 

3. Under the scheme, the talented players identified in priority sports disciplines at 

various levels will be provided annual financial assistance of INR 5 lakh per annum 

for 8 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

About Khelo India programme: 

• Introduced to revive the sports culture in India at the grass-root level by building a 

strong framework for all sports played in the country and establish India as a great 

sporting nation. 

• It is implemented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

• Under the scheme, the talented players identified in priority sports disciplines at 

various levels will be provided annual financial assistance of INR 5 lakh per annum for 

8 years. 

• It will be a Central Sector Scheme (Scheme implemented by the Central Government 

machinery and 100% funding by the union government). 

 

74. Which of the following rare earth minerals is/are found in India? 

1. Ilmenite 

2. Sillimanite 

3. Zircon 

4. Monazite 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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Solution: D 

 

• Rare earths are a special class of 17 elements that have extensive uses across various 

industries including computer and IT, clean energy systems, healthcare, defence 

production, advanced transportation services and many others. 

• Significant rare earths minerals found in India include ilmenite, sillimanite, garnet, 

zircon, monazite and rutile, collectively called Beach Sand Minerals (BSM). India has 

almost 35 per cent of the world’s total beach sand mineral deposits. 

• Their importance lies in their unique electronic, optical and magnetic characteristics, 

which cannot be matched by any other metal or synthetic substitute. 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding Lok Sabha Speaker 

1. He is elected from simple majority. 

2. The Speaker of Lok Sabha comes at sixth position in the Order of Precedence of 

Government of India. 

3. The Speaker decides whether a bill brought to the house is a money bill or not. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Speaker of the Lok Sabha: 

• The chairman or the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha is called Speaker. 

• The speaker of the Lok Sabha is elected from all other members by simple majority. 

• Any Member of Parliament is eligible to be nominated as a speaker but most 

commonly the candidate of ruling party or the party with majority wins this post. 

• However, there are certain cases when the elected Speaker does not belonged to the 

majority ruling party of LokSabha (G. M. C. Balyogi, Manohar Joshi, Somnath 

Chatterjee). 

Functions and Powers of Lok Sabha Speakers: 

• Speaker of Lok Sabha is basically the head of the house and presides over the sittings 

of Parliament and controls its working. 
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• The constitution has tried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his 

salary on the consolidated Fund of India and the same is not subject to vote of 

Parliament. 

• While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament 

have to address only to the Speaker. 

• Whenever there is a joint sitting of both houses of Parliament (Lok Sabha &Rajya 

Sabha) the Speaker of the LokSabha presides over this meeting. 

• The Speaker of Lok Sabha comes at sixth position in the Order of Precedence of 

Government of India. 

• In the normal circumstances the Speaker does not casts his vote over any matter in 

LokSabha. But whenever there is a tie on votes between the ruling party and 

opposition, the Speaker at that time can exercise his vote. 

• It is the Speaker who decides the agenda of various discussions. 

• The speaker has the power to adjourn or suspend the house/meetings if the quorum 

is not met. 

• The Speaker ensures the discipline and decorum of the house. If the speaker finds the 

behaviour and a Member of Parliament is not good, he/she can punish the unruly 

members by suspending. 

• The Speaker decides whether a bill brought to the house is a money bill or not. In the 

case Speaker decides some bill as a money bill, this decision cannot be challenged. 

• Speaker is the final and sole authority to allow different types of motions and 

resolutions such as No Confidence Motion, Motion of Adjournment, and Censure 

Motion etc. 

• The Speaker of Lok Sabha does not leave the office just after dissolution of the 

assembly. He continues to be in the office till the newly formed assembly takes its first 

meeting and elects the new Speaker. 

 

DAY – 72 (InstaTest-72) 

 

76. In the context of food and nutritional security of India, enhancing the ‘Seed 

Replacement Rates’ of various crops helps in achieving the food production targets of 

the future. But what is/are the constraint/ constraints in its wider / greater 

implementation?  

1. There is no National Seeds Policy in place. 

2. There is no participation of private sector seed companies in the supply of quality 

seeds of vegetables and planting materials of horticultural crops. 

3. There is a demand-supply gap regarding quality seeds in case of low value and 

high volume crops. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 (a) 1 and 2 
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 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

• There is a participation of private sector seed companies in the supply of quality seeds 

of vegetables and planting materials of horticultural crops. 

• Despite implementation of the organized seed programme, the seed replacement rate 

has only reached 15 per cent and there exists an alarming gap between the demand 

and supply of quality seeds. 

http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/seed_certification/seed_tech_Seed%20Village_introduction.html  

 

77. Consider the following statements 

1. Early History of India by Vincent Arthur Smith was the first systematic history of 

ancient India. 

2. Wilkins translated the play known as the Abhijnanashakuntalam into English. 

3. The Bhagvadgita was translated into English by Sir William Jones. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The initial efforts to understand ancient laws and customs, which continued largely 

until the eighteenth century, culminated in the establishment in Calcutta in 1784 of 

the Asiatic Society of Bengal. It was set up by a civil servant of the East India Company, 

Sir William Jones (1746–94). He was the first to suggest that Sanskrit, Latin, and Greek 

belonged to the same family of languages. 

• He also translated the play known as the Abhijnanashakuntalam into English in 1789; 

the Bhagvadgita, the most popular Hindu religious text was translated into English by 

Wilkins in 1785. The Bombay Asiatic Society was set up in 1804, and the Asiatic 

Society of Great Britain was set up in London in 1823. William Jones emphasized that 

originally the European languages were very similar to Sanskrit and the Iranian 

language. 

• Many of these generalizations were made in the Early History of India by Vincent 

Arthur Smith (1843–1920), who wrote in 1904 the first systematic history of ancient 

India. 

 

78. GAFA tax recently seen in news is related to 

(a) Tax on large technology and internet companies 

(b) Tax on new start-ups with annual turn-over of more than 1 crore 

(c) Tax on pollution causing industries 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• French finance minister Bruno Le Maire announced the introduction of a GAFA tax—

named after Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon—on large technology and internet 

companies in France from 1 January 2019. The French proposal is set to target only 

those profitable companies that have heavy annual global revenue. 
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79. Marawah Island sometimes seen in the news is located in which of the following 

sea/ocean? 

 (a) Persian Gulf 

 (b) Bay of Bengal 

 (c) Arabian Sea 

 (d) South China Sea 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The World’s oldest known natural pearl discovered at a Neolithic site on Marawah 

Island, off the coast of Abu Dhabi. 

• Marawah is a low-lying island off the coast of the Western Region of the Emirate of 

Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates. The island is 15 km north of the Khor al-Bazm 

along the Abu Dhabi coastline in the southern Persian Gulf. 

 

80. Consider the following statements 

1. Sandhyakara Nandi’s Ramacharita narrates the story of the conflict between the 

Kaivarta peasants and the Pala prince Ramapala. 

2. Bilhana’s Vikramankadevacharita recounts the achievements of his patron, 

Vikramaditya VI, the Chalukya king of Kalyan. 

3. Rajatarangini written by Kalhana is a string of biographies of the kings of Kashmir. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Indians display a considerable historical sense in biographical writings, a good example 

of which is the composition of the Harshacharita by Banabhatta in the seventh 

century. It is a semi-biographical work written in an ornate style which became the 

despair of later imitators. 
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• It describes the early career of Harshavardhana. Although highly exaggerated, it gives 

an excellent idea of court life under Harsha and the social and religious life in his age. 

Later, several other charitas or biographies were written. Sandhyakara Nandi’s 

Ramacharita (twelfth century) narrates the story of the conflict between the Kaivarta 

peasants and the Pala prince Ramapala, resulting in the latter’s victory. 

• Bilhana’s Vikramankadevacharita recounts the achievements of his patron, 

Vikramaditya VI (1076–1127), the Chalukya king of Kalyan. Even the biographies 

(charita) of some merchants of Gujarat were written in AD twelfth–thirteenth 

centuries. Similar historical works may have been written in south India, but thus far 

only one such account has been discovered. This is called Mushika Vamsha and was 

written by Atula in the eleventh century. 

• It is an account of the dynasty of the Mushikas which ruled in northern Kerala. 

However, the best example of the earliest historical writing is provided by the 

Rajatarangini or The Stream of Kings written by Kalhana in the twelfth century. It is 

a string of biographies of the kings of Kashmir, and can be considered to be the first 

work to possess several characteristics of historical writing as it is understood today. 

 

81. Consider the following statements regarding Neolithic Age 

1. The chief characteristic feature of the Neolithic culture was the practice of 

agriculture. 

2. Grass huts were built instead of mud brick houses. 

3. Stone tools were now polished. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Neolithic Age 

• The chief characteristic features of the Neolithic culture are the practice of agriculture, 

domestication of animals, polishing of stone tools and the manufacture of pottery. In 

fact, the cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the emergence of 

village communities based on sedentary life. 

• There was a great improvement in technology of making tools and other equipments 

used by man. Stone tools were now polished. The polished axes were found to be 
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more effective tools for hunting and cutting trees. Mud brick houses were built instead 

of grass huts. 

• Wheels were used to make pottery. Pottery was used for cooking as well as storage of 

food grains. Large urns were used as coffins for the burial of the dead. There was also 

improvement in agriculture. Wheat, barely, rice, millet was cultivated in different 

areas at different points of time. Rice cultivation was extensive in eastern India. 

Domestication of sheep, goats and cattle was widely prevalent. 

• Cattle were used for cultivation and for transport. The people of Neolithic Age used 

clothes made of cotton and wool. 

 

82. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of India is 

taken from 

 (a) Katha Upanishad 

 (b) Chandogya Upanishad 

 (c) Aitareya Upanishad 

 (d) Mundaka Upanishad 

 

Solution: D 

 

• “Satyameva Jayate” is a part of a mantra from the Hindu scripture Mundaka 

Upanishad. Following the independence of India, it was adopted as the national motto 

of India on 26 January 1950, the day India became a republic. 

 

83. During Rig Vedic period, the term Gavishthi was used for 

 (a) Cow 

 (b) War 

 (c) Head of village 

 (d) Indigenous people 

 

Solution: B 

 

• There are so many references to the cow and the bull in the Rig Veda that the Rig 

Vedic people can be called a predominantly pastoral people. Most of their wars were 
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fought over cows. The terms for war in the Rig Veda is gavishthi or search for cows, 

and cow seems to have been the most important form of wealth. 

• Whenever we hear of gifts made to priests, they usually consist of cows and women 

slaves and never of land. The Rig Vedic people may have occasionally occupied pieces 

of land for grazing, cultivation, and settlement, but land did not form a well-

established type of private property. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding Refugee Convention 1951 

1. It grants certain rights to people fleeing persecution because of race, religion, 

nationality, affiliation to a particular social group, or political opinion. 

2. India is not a member to this convention. 

3. Cross-border displaced who have migrated due to climate change are recognized 

as refugees under this Convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Refugee Convention 1951: 

• The Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, also known as the 1951 Refugee 

Convention or the Geneva Convention of 28 July 1951, 

• It is a United Nations multilateral treaty that defines who a refugee is, and sets out the 

rights of individuals who are granted asylum and the responsibilities of nations that 

grant asylum. 

• The Convention also sets out which people do not qualify as refugees, such as war 

criminals. 

• The Convention also provides for some visa-free travel for holders of refugee travel 

documents issued under the convention. 

• The Refugee Convention builds on Article 14 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, which recognizes the right of persons to seek asylum from persecution 

in other countries. 

• Cross-border displaced who have migrated due to climate change are not recognised 

as refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention 

• India not a member 
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85. Which of the following are reasons for support to Buddhism and Jainism by vaishyas 

1. Jainism and Buddhism at the initial stage did not attach any importance to the 

existing varna system. 

2. They preached the gospel of non-violence, which would put an end to wars 

between different kingdoms and consequently promote trade and commerce. 

3. The Dharmasutras decried lending money at an interest. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• In the brahmanical society, the vaishyas, as we have noted, ranked third, after the 

brahmanas and kshatriyas. Naturally they sought a religion that would improve their 

position. Besides the kshatriyas, the vaishyas extended generous support to both 

Mahavira and Gautama Buddha. The merchants, called the setthis, made handsome 

gifts to Gautama Buddha and his disciples. There were several reasons for it. First, 

Jainism and Buddhism at the initial stage did not attach any importance to the existing 

varna system. 

• Second, they preached the gospel of non-violence, which would put an end to wars 

between different kingdoms and consequently promote trade and commerce. Third, 

the brahmanical law-books, called the Dharmasutras, decried lending money at an 

interest, and condemned those who lived on interest. Therefore, the vaishyas, who 

lent money because of the growing trade and commerce, were held in low esteem 

and looked for better social status. 

 

86. Consider the following statements regarding features of Asoka’s Dhamma 

1. Prohibition of animal sacrifices. 

2. Humane treatment of servants by masters and prisoners by government officials. 

3. Tolerance among all the religious sects. 

4. Conquest through Dhamma instead of through war. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
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 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

The main features of Asoka’s Dhamma as mentioned in his various Edicts may be summed as 

follows: 

• Service to father and mother, practice of ahimsa, love of truth, reverence to teachers 

and good treatment of relatives. 

• Prohibition of animal sacrifices and festive gatherings and avoiding expensive and 

meaningless ceremonies and rituals. 

• Efficient organization of administration in the direction of social welfare and 

maintenance of constant contact with people through the system of Dhammayatras. 

• Humane treatment of servants by masters and prisoners by government officials. 

• Consideration and non-violence to animals and courtesy to relations and liberality to 

Brahmins. 

• Tolerance among all the religious sects. 

• Conquest through Dhamma instead of through war. 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding Indo-Pacific strategy 

1. It has been initiated by India. 

2. It aims to underscore a vision for Asia that facilitates more freedom and prosperity 

than that espoused by Beijing. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Indo-Pacific: 

• Indo- Pacific is a concept that is more than recent, it is the decade back we started 

talking about it but its rise is significant. 
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• There is an understanding that the Indian and Pacific ocean area is linked strategic 

theatre. 

• Indo-Pacific is a “natural region” ranging “from the shores of Africa to that of the 

America. 

• Increasing use of the term Indo-Pacific recognises India’s centrality to global 

influences. 

• It is a multipolar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and 

population. 

• The motivation for a larger bloc always comes from the sheer size, resources it owns, 

and, the scope and size of the economies of scale that it can generate. 

• A “stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific Region” is an “important pillar” of India’s 

strategic partnership with the United States. 

• The emphasis shown by the US on the ‘Indo-Pacific’ can be termed as its strategic 

initiative towards India. 

• It gives it a unified strategic understanding. 

• The Pentagon has already begun using the new term in the US official documents. 

• This is, in fact, a region in which several Asian powers are once again rising, especially 

in geo- economic terms. 

• The US military has renamed its Pacific Command to US Indo-Pacific Command. 

• This shows the rising significance of India in America’s strategic calculations. 

• ASEAN is one of the crucial building blocks of the Indo-Pacific 

• United States, India, Japan, and Australia — the “Quad” group — is emphasizing “Indo-

Pacific” as a new strategic space. 

• The main important thing about it is that it recognized the strategic interconnection 

and common problem and challenges in the Indian and Pacific ocean. 

Indo-Pacific strategy 

• The United States describes its Indo-Pacific strategy as “an ironclad and enduring 

commitment to” a region that spans from the Pacific Ocean to the Indian 

subcontinent. 

• It aims to underscore a vision for Asia that facilitates more freedom and prosperity 

than that espoused by Beijing. 

 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Indo-Greeks 

1. The first to invade India were the Indo-Greeks. 

2. The most famous Indo-Greek ruler was Menander. 

3. Menander was converted to Buddhism by Upagupta. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The first to invade India were the Greeks, who are called the Indo-Greeks or Indo-

Bactrians. In the beginning of the second century BC, the Indo-Greeks occupied a large 

part of north-western India, a much larger area than that conquered by Alexander. It 

is said that they pushed forward as far as Ayodhya and Pataliputra. However, the 

Greeks failed to establish united rule in India. Two Greek dynasties simultaneously 

ruled northwestern India on parallel lines. 

• The most famous Indo-Greek ruler was Menander (165–45 BC), also known as 

Milinda. He had his capital at Sakala (modern Sialkot) in the Punjab; and invaded the 

Ganga–Yamuna doab. He had a great many cities in his dominions including Sakala 

and Mathura. He is known for the variety and wide spread of coins in his dominions. 

He was converted to Buddhism by Nagasena, who is also known as Nagarjuna. 

Menander asked Nagasena many questions relating to Buddhism. These questions 

and Nagasena’s answers were recorded in the form of a book known as Milinda Panho 

or the Questions of Milinda. 

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Satavahanas 

1. The Satavahanas were the first rulers to make land grants to brahmanas 

2. The Satavahanas show traces of a matrilineal social structure. 

3. The Satavahana kingdom did not have feudatories and King was the ultimate 

authority. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The earliest inscriptions of the Satavahanas relate to the first century BC, when they 

defeated the Kanvas and established power in parts of central India. The early 

Satavahana kings ruled not in Andhra but in north Maharashtra where their earliest 
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coins and inscriptions have been found, establishing power in the upper Godavari 

valley, which currently produces rich and diverse crops in Maharashtra. 

• The Satavahanas were also the first rulers to make land grants to brahmanas, although 

we find more instances of such grants being made to Buddhist monks. 

• The Satavahanas however show traces of a matrilineal social structure. It was 

customary for their king to be named after his mother. Such names as Gautamiputra 

and Vashishthiputra indicate that in their society the mother enjoyed a great deal of 

importance. Sometimes an inscription is issued both under the authority of the king 

and his mother. 

• The Satavahana kingdom had three grades of feudatories. The highest grade was 

formed by the king who was called raja and had the right to strike coins. The second 

grade was formed by the mahabhoja, and the third grade by the senapati. It seems 

that these feudatories and landed beneficiaries enjoyed some authority in their 

respective localities. 

 

90. Consider the following statements regarding Mani App 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of finance for visually challenged to identify 

currency notes. 

2. It works both online and offline. 

3. It gives audio output in all the regional languages. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Mani app: 

• RBI launches mobile app MANI for visually challenged to identify currency notes. 

• The application also works offline once installed. 

• The application can scan the currency notes using the camera of the mobile phone. 

• It also gives audio output in Hindi and English. 
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91. Consider the following statements regarding Chola kingdom 

1. Their chief centre of political power lay at Kaveripattanam. 

2. The Chola kingdom was situated between the Pennar and the Velar rivers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Chola kingdom, which came to be called Cholamandalam (Coromandel), in early 

medieval times, was situated to the north-east of the territory of the Pandyas, 

between the Pennar and the Velar rivers. We have some idea of the political history 

of the Cholas from the Sangam texts. Their chief centre of political power lay at 

Uraiyur, a place famous for cotton trade. It seems that in the mid-second century BC, 

a Chola king named Elara conquered Sri Lanka and ruled over it for nearly fifty years. 

A clearer history of the Cholas begins in the second century AD with their famous king 

Karikala. 

• He founded Puhar and constructed 160 km of embankment along the Kaveri river. This 

was built with the labour of 12,000 slaves who were brought as captives from Sri 

Lanka. Puhar is coterminous with Kaveripattanam, the Chola capital. It was a great 

centre of trade and commerce, and excavations show that it had a large dock. One of 

the principal sources of the wealth of the Cholas was trade in cotton cloth. They 

maintained an efficient navy. 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding administration during Gupta period 

1. The Gupta bureaucracy was more elaborate as that of the Mauryas. 

2. The villagers were subjected to forced labour called vishti by the royal army and 

officials. 

3. For the first time civil and criminal laws were clearly demarcated. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: B 

 

• During the Gupta period land taxes increased in number, and those on trade and 

commerce decreased. Probably the king collected taxes varying from one-fourth to 

one-sixth of the produce. 

• In addition, whenever the royal army passed through the countryside, the local people 

had to feed it. The peasants had also to supply animals, food grains, furniture, etc., for 

the maintenance of royal officers on duty in rural areas. In central and western India, 

the villagers were also subjected to forced labour called vishti by the royal army and 

officials. 

• The judicial system was far more developed under the Guptas than in earlier times. 

Several law-books were compiled during this period, and for the first time civil and 

criminal laws were clearly demarcated. Theft and adultery fell under criminal law, 

disputes regarding various types of property under civil law. 

• Elaborate laws were laid down about inheritance. As in earlier times, many laws 

continued to be based on varna differentiation. It was the duty of the king to uphold 

the law, and try cases with the help of brahmana priests. The guilds of artisans, 

merchants, and others were governed by their own laws. Seals from Vaishali and from 

Bhita near Allahabad indicate that these guilds flourished during Gupta times. 

• The Gupta bureaucracy was not as elaborate as that of the Mauryas. The most 

important officers in the Gupta empire were the kumaramatyas. 

 

93. Which of the following habitats has/have coral reefs? 

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

2. Gulf of Kachchh 

3. Gulf of Mannar 

4. Sunderbans 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The major reef formations in India are restricted to the Gulf of Mannar, Palk bay, Gulf 

of Kutch, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the Lakshadweep islands. While the 
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Lakshadweep reefs are atolls, the others are all fringing reefs. Patchy coral is present 

in the inter-tidal areas of the central west coast of the country. Coral reefs in India are 

being damaged and destroyed at an increasing rate. 

• They face serious problems of stress from anthropogenic pressures and interference. 

However we cannot be precise about how much and where, because of special 

difficulties of monitoring underwater. The Reef condition is generally poor and 

declining in near shore waters and areas of high population density. 

• Relatively pristine reefs are located around uninhabited islands or barrier type reefs 

located away from population centers. Sedimentation, dredging and coral mining are 

damaging near shore reefs, while the use of explosives and bottom nets in fishing are 

damaging offshore reefs in specific sites. Although institutions and laws are sufficient 

in theory to manage and protect the reefs in India, authorities in the field have taken 

little effective action in implementing these laws. 

http://www.fao.org/3/x5627e/x5627e06.htm  

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Balban 

1. Balban introduced rigorous court discipline and new customs to prove his 

superiority. 

2. He knew that the real threat to the monarchy was from the nobles called the 

Forty. 

3. He established a separate department – diwan-i-arz – to impose Islamic code of 

conduct. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Era of Balban (1246-1287) 

• Ghiyasuddin Balban, who was also known as Ulugh Khan, served as Naib or regent to 

Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud. He also strengthened his position by marrying his 

daughter to the Sultan. Balban was all powerful in the administration but he had to 

face the intrigues of his rivals in the royal court. He had overcome all the difficulties. 

In 1266 Nasiruddin Mahmud died without issues and Balban ascended the throne. 
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• Balban’s experience as the regent made him to understand the problems of Delhi 

Sultanate. He knew that the real threat to the monarchy was from the nobles called 

the Forty. He was convinced that only by enhancing the power and authority of the 

monarchy he could face the problems. According to Balban the Sultan was God’s 

shadow on earth and the recipient of divine grace. Balban introduced rigorous court 

discipline and new customs such as prostration and kissing the Sultan’s feet to prove 

his superiority over the nobles. 

• He also introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz to impress the nobles and people 

with his wealth and power. He stood forth as the champion of Turkish nobility. At the 

same time he did not share power with other nobles. Indian Muslims were not given 

important post in the government. He appointed spies to monitor the activities of the 

nobles. 

• Instead of expanding his kingdom, Balban paid more attention to the restoration of 

law and order. He established a separate military department – diwan-i-arz – and 

reorganized the army. The outskirts of Delhi were often plundered by the Mewatis. 

Balban took severe action against them and prevented such robberies. Robbers were 

mercilessly pursued and put to death. As a result, the roads became safe for travel. 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Administrative Reforms under Firoz 

Tughlaq 

1. He was the first Sultan to impose irrigation tax. 

2. A new department called Diwan-i-Khairat was created to take care of orphans and 

widows. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Administrative Reforms 

• The reign of Firoz Tughlaq was more notable for his administration. He strictly 

followed the advice of the ulemas in running the administration. He pleased the 

nobles and assured hereditary succession to their properties. Thus the iqta system 

was not only revived but also it was made hereditary. As per the Islamic law he levied 

the taxes. Jiziya was strictly imposed on non-Muslims. 
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• He was the first Sultan to impose irrigation tax. But at the same time he dug irrigation 

canals and wells. The longest canal was about 200 kilometres from Sutlej to Hansi. 

Another canal was between Yamuna and Hissar. There were about 1200 fruit gardens 

in and around Delhi yielding more revenue. The special tax on 28 items was abolished 

by him since they were against the Islamic law. He also developed royal factories called 

karkhanas in which thousands of slaves were employed. About 300 new towns were 

built during his reign. 

• The famous among them was Firozabad near Red Fort in Delhi, now called Firoz Shah 

Kotla. Old monuments like Jama Masjid and Qutb-Minar were also repaired. 

• A new department called Diwan-i-Khairat was created to take care of orphans and 

widows. Free hospitals and marriage bureaus for poor Muslims were also established. 

Firoz patronized scholars like Barani and Afif. As he was guided by the ulemas, he was 

intolerant towards Shia Muslims and Sufis. He treated Hindus as second grade citizens 

and imposed Jiziya. 

 

96. Consider the following statements regarding Crop Wild relatives Project 

1. It has been launched by Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

2. It aims at identifying those wild crop varieties that are missing from existing crop 

collections. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Crop Wild relatives Project 

• It has been launched by by Crop Trust (officially known as the Global Crop Diversity 

Trust, is an international nonprofit organization which works to preserve crop 

diversity in order to protect global food security. 

• The objective of the project Adapting Agriculture to Climate Change: Collecting, 

Protecting and Preparing Crop Wild Relatives is to collect important species of crop 

wild relatives, ensure their long-term conservation, and facilitate their use in breeding 

new, improved crops. 
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• It aims at identifying those wild crop varieties that are missing from existing crop 

collections, are most likely to contain diversity of value to making agriculture more 

productive, and are most endangered. 

Project activities 

• The project includes four main components: the prioritization of crop wild relatives 

based on a gap analysis, the collection of CWR in the field, CWR conservation in 

genebanks, and the use of CWR in pre-breeding efforts to prepare them for crop 

breeders. 

Project activities are: 

• Prioritization 

• Collecting 

• Conservation 

• Information Systems 

• Pre-breeding 

• Evaluation 

• Capacity Building 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Din Ilahi 

1. Akbar promulgated a new religion called Din Ilahi or Divine Faith. 

2. It contained good points of all religions and Its basis was rational. 

3. The new faith proved to be a success. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Religious Policy 

• Akbar rose to fame in the pages of history due to his religious policy. Various factors 

were responsible for his religious ideas. The most important among them were his 

early contacts with the sufi saints, the teachings of his tutor Abdul Latif, his marriage 

with Rajput women, his association with intellectual giants like Shaikh Mubarak and 
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his two illustrious sons – Abul Faizi and Abul Fazl – and his ambition to establish an 

empire in Hindustan. 

• In the beginning of his life, Akbar was a pious Muslim. Soon after marrying Jodh Bai of 

Amber, he abolished the pilgrim tax and in 1562, he abolished jiziya. He allowed his 

Hindu wives to worship their own gods. Later, he became a skeptical Muslim. In 1575, 

he ordered for the construction of Ibadat Khana (House of worship) at his new capital 

Fatepur Sikri. Akbar invited learned scholars from all religions like Hinduism, Jainism, 

Christianity and Zoroastrianism. He disliked the interference of the Muslim Ulemas in 

political matters. In 1579, he issued the “Infallibility Decree” by which he asserted his 

religious powers. 

• In 1582, he promulgated a new religion called Din Ilahi or Divine Faith. It believes in 

one God. It contained good points of all religions. Its basis was rational. It upholds no 

dogma. It was aimed at bridging the gulf that separated different religions. However, 

his new faith proved to be a failure. It fizzled out after his death. Even during his life 

time, it had only fifteen followers including Birbal. Akbar did not compel anyone to his 

new faith. 

 

98. Consider the following statements regarding system of administration under Shivaji 

1. Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati – Intelligence, posts and household affairs 

2. Amatya – Accountant General 

3. Nyayadish – Justice 

4. Waqenavis – Military commander 

Which of the statement above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

Shivaji was also a great administrator. He laid the foundations of a sound system of 

administration. The king was the pivot of the government. He was assisted by a council of 

ministers called Ashtapradhan. However, each minister was directly responsible to Shivaji. 

• Peshwa – Finance and general administration. Later he became the prime minister. 

• Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati – Military commander, a honorary post. 

• Amatya – Accountant General. 

• Waqenavis – Intelligence, posts and household affairs. 
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• Sachiv – Correspondence. 

• Sumanta – Master of ceremonies. 

• Nyayadish – Justice. 

• Panditarao – Charities and religious administration. 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Green New Deal 

1. It has been launched by European Commission. 

2. It targets for member nations to cut emissions by at least 50% by 2050. 

3. It aims to address climate change and economic inequality. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Green Deal 

• On the sidelines of Madrid Climate talks, the European Union came up with an 

announcement on additional measures it would take on climate change. It is called as 

the European Green Deal. 

• The EU has promised to bring a law, binding on all member countries, to ensure it 

becomes “climate neutral” by 2050. 

• it targets for member nations to cut emissions by at least 50% by 2030 and go net 

zero by 2050 

Green New Deal (GND): 

• The Green New Deal (GND) is a proposed package of United States legislation that 

aims to address climate change and economic inequality. 

• The Green New Deal combines Roosevelt’s economic approach with modern ideas 

such as renewable energy and resource efficiency. 

• The term was first used by journalist Thomas Friedman in 2007 and later taken up by 

the Green New Deal Group. 

• The concept was further popularized and promoted by the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). 
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100. Consider the following statements regarding Vijayanagar kingdom 

1. The Sangama rulers were chiefly Vaishnavites and other dynasties were Saivaites. 

2. The chief characteristics of the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction 

of tall Raya Gopurams. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Sangama rulers were chiefly Saivaites and Virupaksha was their family deity. But 

other dynasties were Vaishnavites. Srivaishnavism of Ramanuja was very popular. 

But all kings were tolerant towards other religions. Borbosa referred to the religious 

freedom enjoyed by everyone. Muslims were employed in the administration and they 

were freely allowed to build mosques and worship. 

• A large number of temples were built during this period and numerous festivals were 

celebrated. The Epics and the Puranas were popular among the masses. The position 

of women had not improved. However, some of them were learned. Gangadevi, wife 

of Kumarakampana authored the famous work Maduravijayam. Hannamma and 

Thirumalamma were famous poets of this period. 

Cultural Contributions 

• The temple building activity further gained momentum during the Vijayanagar rule. 

The chief characteristics of the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction of tall 

Raya Gopurams or gateways and the Kalyanamandapam with carved pillars in the 

temple premises. The sculptures on the pillars were carved with distinctive features. 

The horse was the most common animal found in these pillars. 
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