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DAY – 61 (InstaTest-61) 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Distributed Denial-of-Service Attack 

1. It is an attempt to make an online service, network, or application unavailable by 

overwhelming it with traffic. 

2. In DDoS attacks, malware first creates network of bots called botnet and then uses 

botnet to ping single server beyond its capacity at same time. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• A DDoS attack (distributed denial-of-service attack) is an attempt to make an online 

service, network, or application unavailable by overwhelming it with traffic from 

multiple compromised sources, blocking legitimate traffic from getting through. 

• In DDoS attacks, malware first creates network of bots — called botnet and then uses 

botnet to ping single server beyond its capacity at same time. As number of pings are 

far beyond server’s capacity, server crashes and denies service to its consumers. 

Malwares like Saposhi, Reaper and Mirai are primarily are used for DDoS attacks. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

(CTBT) 

1. It is the Treaty banning all nuclear explosions – everywhere, by everyone. 

2. The Treaty was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva and 

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. 

3. Only North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

• A recent report issued by the United States State Department on “Adherence to and 

Compliance with Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament Agreements 

and Commitments (Compliance Report)” has raised concerns that China and Russia 

might be conducting nuclear tests in violation of its Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) undertakings. 

• However, Russia and China have rejected the U.S.’s claims. 

What is CTBT? 

• The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is the Treaty banning all nuclear 

explosions – everywhere, by everyone. The Treaty was negotiated at the Conference 

on Disarmament in Geneva and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. It 

opened for signature on 24 September 1996. 

• The Treaty will enter into force after all 44 States listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty will 

ratify it. These States had nuclear facilities at the time the Treaty was negotiated and 

adopted. 

• India, North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty. 

What is a “zero yield”? 

• A comprehensive test ban has been defined as a “zero yield” test ban that would 

prohibit supercritical hydro-nuclear tests but not sub-critical hydrodynamic nuclear 

tests. 

Why is the CTBT so important? 

• The CTBT is the last barrier on the way to develop nuclear weapons. It curbs the 

development of new nuclear weapons and the improvement of existing nuclear 

weapon designs. 

• The Treaty provides a legally binding norm against nuclear testing. The Treaty also 

helps prevent human suffering and environmental damages caused by nuclear testing. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Swamitva Yojana 

1. It launched to map residential land ownership in the rural sector using modern 

technology like the use of drones. 

2. The scheme is piloted by the Panchayati Raj ministry. 

3. Property card for every property in the village will be prepared by states and will 

be recognized by the land revenue records department. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

On Panchayati Raj Diwas (April 24th), the Prime Minister of India launched ‘Swamitva 

Yojana’ or Ownership Scheme to map residential land ownership in the rural sector using 

modern technology like the use of drones. 

The scheme aims to revolutionize property record maintenance in India. 

Overview and key features of the ‘Swamitva Yojana’: 

• The scheme is piloted by the Panchayati Raj ministry. 

• The residential land in villages will be measured using drones to create a non-

disputable record. 

• Property card for every property in the village will be prepared by states using 

accurate measurements delivered by drone-mapping. These cards will be given to 

property owners and will be recognized by the land revenue records department. 

Benefits of the scheme: 

• The delivery of property rights through an official document will enable villagers to 

access bank finance using their property as collateral. 

• The property records for a village will also be maintained at the Panchayat level, 

allowing for the collection of associated taxes from the owners. The money generated 

from these local taxes will be used to build rural infrastructure and facilities. 

• Freeing the residential properties including land of title disputes and the creation of 

an official record is likely to result in appreciation in the market value of the properties. 

• The accurate property records can be used for facilitating tax collection, new building 

and structure plan, issuing of permits and for thwarting attempts at property grabbing. 

Need for and significance of the scheme: 

• The need for this Yojana was felt since several villagers in the rural areas don’t have 

papers proving ownership of their land. In most states, survey and measurement of 

the populated areas in the villages has not been done for the purpose of 

attestation/verification of properties. 

• The new scheme is likely to become a tool for empowerment and entitlement, 

reducing social strife on account of discord over properties. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  4 Insights IAS 

4. Consider the following statements regarding LiFi (Light Fidelity) 

1. It is a wireless optical networking technology that uses light-emitting diodes 

(LEDs) for data transmission. 

2. It has higher data speed than Wi-Fi 

3. Wi-Fi is more secure than Li-Fi 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• LiFi (Light Fidelity) is a wireless optical networking technology that uses light-

emitting diodes (LEDs) for data transmission. 

• LiFi is designed to use LED light bulbs similar to those currently in use in many energy-

conscious homes and offices. However, LiFi bulbs are outfitted with a chip that 

modulates the light imperceptibly for optical data transmission. LiFi data is 

transmitted by the LED bulbs and received by photoreceptors. 

Benefits of LiFi 

• Higher speeds than Wi-Fi. 

• 10000 times the frequency spectrum of radio. 

• More secure because data cannot be intercepted without a clear line of sight. LiFiuses 

light sources to transmit data. WiFi uses radio waves to transmit data. Radio waves 

can pass through pretty much all objects, which makes it susceptible to piggybacking 

and potentially the theft of data. Light waves can’t pass through walls and other 

objects, which makes it more secure than WiFi. 

• Prevents piggybacking. 

• Eliminates neighboring network interference. 

• Unimpeded by radio interference. 

• Does not create interference in sensitive electronics, making it better for use in 

environments like hospitals and aircraft. 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding convalescent-plasma therapy and 

vaccination 

1. When Vaccination is administrated, the immune system produces the antibodies 

and provides lifelong immunity. 
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2. Therapy effect lasts only up to the time the antibodies injected remain the 

bloodstream and protection given is temporary. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• India has taken a bold step to provide innovative treatment to patients suffering from 

COVID-19 disease- plasma therapy. 

• Technically called “convalescent-plasma therapy”, the treatment aims at using the 

immune power gained by a recovered person to treat a sick person. 

But, before understanding more about the therapy, let’s see how our immune system 

works? 

• When a pathogen like novel coronavirus infects, our immune systems produce 

antibodies. 

• Like the police dogs, the antibodies span out to identify and mark the invading virus. 

• White blood cells attach the identified intruders, and the body gets rid of the 

infection. 

But, what are antibodies? 

• Antibodies are one of the front-line immune response to an infection by a microbe. 

They are a particular type of proteins secreted by immune cells called B lymphocytes 

when they encounter an invader, such as a novel corona virus. 

• The immune system designs antibodies that are highly specific to each invading 

pathogen. A particular antibody and its partner virus are made for each other. 

How plasma therapy works? 

• Blood is drawn from a person who has recovered from COVID-19 sickness. 

• The serum is separated and screened for virus-neutralizing antibodies. 

• Convalescent serum, that is the blood serum obtained from one who has recovered 

from an infectious disease and especially rich in antibodies for that pathogen, is then 

administered to a COVID-19 patient. 

• The sick acquires passive immunization. 
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When was it previously used? How effective has it been? 

We have effective antibiotics against bacterial infection. However, we do not have effective 

antivirals. Whenever a new viral outbreak takes places, there are no drugs to treat it. Hence, 

the convalescent serum has been used during past viral epidemics. 

• 2009–2010 H1N1 influenza virus pandemic. 

• The Ebola outbreak in 2018. 

How long the antibodies will remain in the recipient? 

• After the antibody serum is given, it will stay on the recipient for at least three to four 

days. During this period, the sick person will recover. Various studies have confirmed 

this. 

Differences between this therapy and vaccination: 

• This therapy is akin to passive immunization. When a vaccine is administrated, the 

immune system produces the antibodies. 

• Here, the effect lasts only up to the time the antibodies injected remain the 

bloodstream. The protection given is temporary. 

• Whereas, Vaccination provides lifelong immunity. 

• For example, the mother transfers antibodies through breast milk to an infant before 

the child could build her own immunity. 

Related fact: 

• In 1890, Emil von Behring, a German physiologist, discovered that the serum obtained 

from a rabbit infected with diphtheria was effective in preventing the diphtheria 

infection. Behring was awarded the first-ever Nobel prize for medicine in 1901. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) 

1. It was established with the objective of encouraging, promoting and boosting the 

export of software from India. 

2. It is an autonomous society under Ministry of Science and technology. 

3. The STPI’s Governing Council’s Chairperson is the Union Ministry of Science and 

technology. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: A 

 

About Software Technology Parks of India (STPI): 

• It is an autonomous society under Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY), Govt. of India. 

• It was established in 1991 with the objective of encouraging, promoting and boosting 

the export of software from India. 

• The STPI’s Governing Council’s Chairperson is the Union Minister for Electronics & 

Information Technology. 

The objectives of the Software Technology Parks of India are: 

• To promote the development and export of software and software services including 

Information Technology (IT) enabled services/ Bio- IT. 

• To provide statutory and other promotional services to the exporters by implementing 

Software Technology Parks (STP)/ Electronics and Hardware Technology Parks (EHTP) 

Schemes, SEZ scheme and other such schemes which may be formulated and 

entrusted by the Government from time to time. 

• To provide data communication services including value added services to IT / IT 

enabled Services (ITES) related industries. 

• To promote micro, small and medium entrepreneurs by creating conducive 

environment for entrepreneurship in the field of IT/ITES. 

• To establish and manage infrastructure resources such as Datacom facilities, Project 

Management and Consultancy and IT support facilities. 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding HIV/AIDS 

1. HIV is found throughout all the tissues of the body but is transmitted through the 

body fluids of an infected person 

2. It is possible to contract HIV without developing AIDS 

3. There is no vaccine or cure for HIV. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) is a syndrome caused by a virus called HIV 

(human immunodeficiency virus). 

• The disease alters the immune system, making people much more vulnerable to 

infections and diseases. This susceptibility worsens if the syndrome progresses. 

• HIV is found throughout all the tissues of the body but is transmitted through the 

body fluids of an infected person (semen, vaginal fluids, blood, and breast milk). 

• HIV infection can cause AIDS to develop. However, it is possible to contract HIV 

without developing AIDS. Without treatment, HIV can progress and, eventually, it will 

develop into AIDS in the vast majority of cases. 

• HIV is a retrovirus that infects the vital organs and cells of the human immune system. 

• Currently, there is no vaccine or cure for HIV, but treatments have evolved which are 

much more effective and better tolerated; they can improve patients’ general health 

and quality of life considerably, in as little as one pill per day. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding National Cadet Corps 

1. It came into existence under the National Cadet Corps Act of 1948. 

2. It is a Tri-Services Organization, comprising the Army, Navy and Air Force, engaged 

in grooming the youth of the country into disciplined and patriotic citizens. 

3. The NCC is open to all regular students of schools and colleges on a voluntary 

basis. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

What is National Cadet Corps? 

• It is a youth development movement. It came into existence under the National Cadet 

Corps Act of 1948. 

• It is a Tri-Services Organization, comprising the Army, Navy and Air Force, engaged in 

grooming the youth of the country into disciplined and patriotic citizens. 

• The NCC provides exposure to the cadets in a wide range of activities., with a distinct 

emphasis on Social Services, Discipline and Adventure Training. The NCC is open to 

all regular students of schools and colleges on a voluntary basis. The students have no 

liability for active military service. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  9 Insights IAS 

Why in News? 

• National Cadet Corps (NCC) has offered a helping hand to civilian authorities in the 

country’s fight against COVID-19 by extending the services of cadets under ‘Exercise 

NCC Yogdan’. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Technology Development Board 

1. It is a statutory board established under Technology Development Board Act, 

1995. 

2. The TDB is the first organization of its kind within the government framework with 

the sole objective of commercializing the fruit of indigenous research. 

3. The chairperson of the board is Prime Minister of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Government of India constituted the Technology Development Board (TDB) in 

September 1996, under the Technology Development Board Act, 1995, as a statutory 

body, to promote development and commercialization of indigenous technology and 

adaptation of imported technology for wider application. The board consists of 11 

Board members. 

• Currently, the chairperson is the Secretary to Ministry of Science and technology. 

• The TDB is the first organization of its kind within the government framework with the 

sole objective of commercializing the fruit of indigenous research. The Board plays a 

pro-active role by encouraging enterprises to take up technology-oriented products. 

Provides equity capital or loans to industrial concerns and financial assistance to research and 

development institutions. The loan carries a simple interest rate of 5% per annum. With its 

pro-active stance the Board: 

• Facilitates interaction between industry, scientists, technocrats and specialists 

• Fosters and innovation culture through contract and cooperative research between 

industry and institutions 

• Provides an interface with financial institutions and commercial banks for leveraging 

funds 
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• Facilitates the creation of new generation of entrepreneurs 

• Assists partnerships with other, similar technology financing bodies 

• Provides vistas for venturing into hi-tech areas 

• Creates new job opportunities. 

The Fund has been receiving grants from the Government of India out of the cess collections 

from the industrial concerns under the provisions of the Research and Development Cess 

Act, 1986, as amended in 1995. Any income from investment of the amount of the Fund and 

the recoveries made of the amounts disbursed from the Fund are credited for building up the 

Fund. The finance Act, 1999, enabled full deductions to the donations made to the fund for 

income tax purposes. 

 

10. Consider the following statements 

1. A low Earth orbit is normally at an altitude of less than 1000 km and could be as 

low as 160 km above the Earth. 

2. Polar orbits pass over the Earth’s Polar regions from north to south at 36000 km 

above the surface of the Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The orbital track of the satellite does not have to cross the poles exactly for an orbit 

to be called polar, an orbit which passes within 20 to 30 degrees of the poles is still 

classed as a polar orbit. 

• A low Earth orbit is normally at an altitude of less than 1000 km and could be as low 

as 160 km above the Earth. 

• Polar orbits pass over the Earth’s polar regions from north to south. The orbital track 

of the satellite does not have to cross the poles exactly for an orbit to be called polar, 

an orbit which passes within 20 to 30 degrees of the poles is still classed as a polar 

orbit. 

• These orbits mainly take place at low altitudes of between 200 to 1000 km. Satellites 

in polar orbit look down on the Earth’s entire surface and can pass over the North and 

South Poles several times a day. 
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11. Consider the following statements regarding KISAN RATH MOBILE APP 

1. The app is developed by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

2. The app is developed to facilitate farmers and traders in searching transport 

vehicles for movement of Agriculture and Horticulture produce. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

KISAN RATH MOBILE APP: 

• Union Agriculture Ministry has launched Kisan Rath Mobile App to facilitate 

transportation of food grains and perishables during lockdown. 

• The app is developed by the National Informatics Centre to facilitate farmers and 

traders in searching transport vehicles for movement of Agriculture and Horticulture 

produce. 

• The App will also facilitate traders in transportation of perishable commodities by 

Refrigerated vehicles. 

• The Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar 

launched a farmer friendly mobile application in Krishi Bhavan today developed by the 

National Informatics Centre (NIC) to facilitate farmers & traders in searching 

transport vehicles for Primary and Secondary transportation for movement of 

Agriculture & Horticulture produce. Primary transportation would include movement 

from Farm to Mandis, FPO Collection Centre and Warehouses etc. Secondary 

Transportation would include movement from Mandis to Intra-state & Inter-state 

mandis, Processing units, Railway station, Warehouses and Wholesalers etc. 

• The Mobile Application named “Kisan Rath” facilitates Farmers and Traders in 

identifying right mode of transportation for movement of farm produce ranging from 

food grain (cereal, coarse cereal, pulses etc), Fruits & Vegetables, oil seeds, spices, 

fiber crops, flowers, bamboo, log & minor forest produce, coconuts etc. This App also 

facilitates traders in transportation of perishable commodities by Reefer 

(Refrigerated) vehicles. 

• Transportation of agri produce is critical and indispensable component of supply 

chain. Under the extraordinary situation prevailing in the country currently due to 

lockdown, “Kisan Rath” will ensure smooth and seamless supply linkages between 

farmers, warehouses, FPOs, APMC mandis and intra-State & inter-State buyers and 
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help in reduction of food wastage by providing timely services. All these will contribute 

in better prices for perishable commodities. 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Petersberg Climate Dialogue 

1. This has been hosted by Russia since 2010. 

2. It aims to provide a forum for informal high-level political discussions, focusing 

both on international climate negotiations and the advancement of climate 

action. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The eleventh and first ever virtual Petersberg Climate Dialogue was held on April 28th 

2020. 

• India, along with 30 countries, deliberated over ways and means to tackle the 

challenge of reinvigorating economies and societies after COVID-19, while enhancing 

collective resilience and catalyzing climate action while also supporting in particular 

those most vulnerable. 

About the Petersberg Climate Dialogue: 

• This has been hosted by Germany since 2010. 

• The Climate Dialogue was originally an initiative of German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

It is hosted by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 

Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety. 

• Aim: To provide a forum for informal high-level political discussions, focusing both on 

international climate negotiations and the advancement of climate action. 

• The Dialogue was co-chaired by Germany and the United Kingdom, the incoming 

Presidency of the 26th Conference of Parties (COP 26) to United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
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13. Consider the following statements regarding Missile Technology Control Regime 

(MTCR) 

1. India and Pakistan are the members of the MTCR 

2. It is an informal and voluntary partnership among 35 countries to prevent the 

proliferation of missile. 

3. G7 countries founded MTCR in 1987. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is an informal and voluntary partnership 

among 35 countries to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial 

vehicle technology capable of carrying above 500 kg payload for more than 300 km. 

• G7 countries founded MTCR in 1987. Membership has grown to 35 nations, with 4 

additional nations, including Israel. 

• India also joined in 2016 as 35th member adhering to the MTCR Guidelines 

unilaterally. The People’s Republic of China and Pakistan are not members of the 

MTCR. 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/mtcr  

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Helicopter money 

1. This is an unconventional monetary policy tool which involves printing large sums 

of money and distributing it to the public. 

2. American economist Milton Friedman coined this term. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

What is helicopter money? 

• Amid rising concerns over economic crisis that has been triggered by the COVID-19 

lockdown; Helicopter Money is one concept that is being considered by authorities’ 

world over. 

• In fact, Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao has suggested RBI to adopt the 

concept of Helicopter Money to help state governments tide over the current crisis 

and kickstart economic activity in India. 

• What is helicopter money? This is an unconventional monetary policy tool aimed at 

bringing a flagging economy back on track. 

• It involves printing large sums of money and distributing it to the public. 

• American economist Milton Friedman coined this term. 

Why it is called so? 

• It basically denotes a helicopter dropping money from the sky. Friedman used the 

term to signify “unexpectedly dumping money onto a struggling economy with the 

intention to shock it out of a deep slump.” 

• Under such a policy, a central bank “directly increases the money supply and, via the 

government, distribute the new cash to the population with the aim of boosting 

demand and inflation.” 

• Why is helicopter money in news now? With the corona virus-hit economy falling 

deeper and deeper into a chasm with each passing day, Telangana chief minister KC 

Rao has said helicopter money can help states comes out of this morass. 

• He asked for the release of 5% funds from GDP by way of quantitative easing (QE). 

• Is helicopter money the same as quantitative easing? Quantitative easing also 

involves the use of printed money by central banks to buy government bonds. But not 

everyone views the money used in QE as helicopter money. It sure means printing 

money to monetize government deficits, but the govt has to pay back for the assets 

that the central bank buys. It’s not the same as bond-buying by central banks “in which 

bank-owned assets are swapped for new central bank reserves.” 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding National Science Day 

1. NSD is celebrated to commemorate discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’, which led to 

Sir C.V. Raman winning the Noble Prize. 

2. The theme for National Science Day 2020 is “Science and Climate change”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

National Science Day 

• 28th February is celebrated as National Science Day (NSD) in India. NSD is celebrated 

to commemorate discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’, which led to Sir C.V. Raman winning 

the Noble Prize. 

• The first National Science Day was celebrated on February 28, 1987. 

Theme: 

• The theme for National Science Day 2020 is “Women in Science”, which aims to 

appreciate the contribution of women in the field of science. 

What is Raman Effect? 

• A phenomenon in spectroscopy discovered by the eminent physicist Sir 

Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman in 1928. 

• Raman Effect is a change in the wavelength of light that occurs when a light beam is 

deflected by molecules. 

• When a beam of light traverses a dust-free, transparent sample of a chemical 

compound, a small fraction of the light emerges in directions other than that of the 

incident (incoming) beam. 

• Most of this scattered light is of unchanged wavelength. A small part, however, has 

wavelengths different from that of the incident light; its presence is a result of the 

Raman Effect. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

1. He participated in all three round-table conferences. 

2. He founded Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha 

3. He led the Mahad Satyagraha in 1927. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

• On 14 April 2019, the birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was celebrated. 

• Dr Ambedkar is rightly recognised as the modern Buddha of his age. 

• This title was given to him by Mahant Veer Chandramani, the great Buddhist monk 

who initiated Babasaheb to Buddhism. 

• He was the 14th and last child of his parents. 

• Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s real surname was Ambawadekar. But his teacher, 

Mahadev Ambedkar, gave him Ambedkar surname in the school records 

• He founded Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha (1923). 

• He led the Mahad Satyagraha in March 1927 to challenge the regressive customs of 

the Hindus. 

• He participated in all three round-table conferences. 

• Dr. Ambedkar is the only Indian whose statue is attached to Karl Marx in the London 

Museum 

• Babasaheb is the first and only person in the world to receive a valuable doctorate 

degree named “Doctor All Science” from the London School of Economics. Many 

intelligent students have tried for it, but they have not been successful until now. 

• Babasaheb was the world’s first and only Satyagrahi, who did Satyagraha for 

drinking water. The day (20 March) is being observed as Social Empowerment day in 

India. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding National Children’s Science Congress 

(NCSC) 

1. It is a programme of Indian Science Congress. 

2. It is a forum child of the age-group of 10-17 years, both from formal school system 

as well as from out of school. 

3. It aims to exhibit children’s creativity and innovativeness and more particularly 

their ability to solve a societal problem experienced locally using by method of 

science. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: B 

 

National Children’s Science Congress (NCSC) 

• The latest edition of National Children’s Science Congress was held in 

Thiruvananthapuram. 

• Theme: “Science, Technology and Innovation for a Clean, Green and Healthy 

Nation”. 

National Children’s Science Congress (NCSC): 

• It is a nationwide Science Communication programme started in the year 1993. 

• It is a programme of National Council for Science and Technology Communication 

(NCSTC), Department of Science and Technology, New Delhi. 

• It is a forum child of the age-group of 10-17 years, both from formal school system as 

well as from out of school, to exhibit their creativity and innovativeness and more 

particularly their ability to solve a societal problem experienced locally using by 

method of science. 

About National Council for Science and Technology Communication (NCSTC): 

• It is mandated to communicate science & technology to masses. 

• It is a registered body guided by a Board of Governors with headquarters at Delhi. 

• It has about eighty members spread in all states and union territories. 

• Volunteers in districts lend it great strength and capability for implementing the 

projects that reach the common man and woman. 

 

18. Consider the following statements regarding LIGO- India project 

1. It is piloted by Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and Department of Science 

and Technology (DST). 

2. It is a massive observatory for detecting cosmic gravitational waves and for 

carrying out experiments. 

3. The proposed LIGO India project aims to move one advanced LIGO detector from 

Hanford to India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

What is LIGO? 

• It is a massive observatory for detecting cosmic gravitational waves and for carrying 

out experiments. 

• The objective is to use gravitational-wave observations in astronomical studies. 

• The project operates three gravitational-wave (GW) detectors. Two are at Hanford, 

Washington, north-western US, and one is at Livingston in Louisiana, south-eastern 

US. 

• The proposed LIGO India project aims to move one advanced LIGO detector from 

Hanford to India. 

About LIGO- India project: 

• It is piloted by Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and Department of Science and 

Technology (DST). 

• The LIGO-India project will be jointly coordinated and executed by three Indian 

research institutions: The Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics 

(IUCAA), Pune and Department of Atomic Energy organizations: Institute for Plasma 

Research (IPR), Gandhinagar and the Raja Ramanna Centre for Advanced Technology 

(RRCAT), Indore. 

Benefits for India: 

• The project will bring unprecedented opportunities for scientists and engineers to dig 

deeper into the realm of gravitational wave and take global leadership in this new 

astronomical frontier. 

• The LIGO-India project will also bring considerable opportunities in cutting-edge 

technology for the Indian industry which will be engaged in the construction of the 

eight-km long beam tube at ultra-high vacuum on a levelled terrain. 

• With its establishment, India will join the global network of gravitational wave 

detectors. 

• Establishing an observatory in India also assumes importance because the further the 

distance between the observatories, the greater will be the accuracy in locating gravity 

waves. 

 

19. Consider the following pairs 

 Festivals  state 
1. Vishu : Kerala 
2. Rongali Bihu : Assam 
3. Puthandu : Andhra Pradesh 
4. Naba Barsha : West Bengal 
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Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 4 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

Different festivals being celebrated in several parts of country- April 13 and 14: 

• Vaisakhi– Spring harvest festival celebrated by Hindus and Sikhs. The day marks the 

formation of Khalsa Panth of warriors under Guru Gobind Singh. It is celebrated as 

the first day of the month of Vaisakha according to Hindu calendar. 

• Vishu– It is a Malayalam festival celebrated in the South Indian state of Kerala, Tulu 

Nadu region in Karnataka, bordering areas of Tamil Nadu and their diaspora 

communities. The festival marks the first day of Medam, the ninth month in the solar 

calendar followed in Kerala. 

• Rongali Bihu- Celebrated in Assam. It marks the beginning of the Assamese New Year. 

• Naba Barsha– Bengali New Year according to the Gregorian calendar. 

• Puthandu – Tamil Nadu. It is celebrated on the first day of the Tamil month – Chithirai 

– and marks the beginning of the Tamil New Year. 

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding Polycrack technology 

1. The country’s first Government-owned Waste-to-Energy Plant was recently 

commissioned in Telangana. 

2. It converts multiple feed stocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon and 

water. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Polycrack technology 

• The country’s first Government-owned Waste-to-Energy Plant was recently 

commissioned at the Mancheswar Carriage Repair Workshop in Odisha. 

• The plant, a patented technology called Polycrack, is first-of-its-kind in the Indian 

Railways and fourth in the country. It converts multiple feed stocks into hydrocarbon 

liquid fuels, gas, carbon and water. 

What is Polycrack? 

• It is the world’s very first patented heterogeneous catalytic process which converts 

multiple feedstocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon as well as water. 

• The waste generated will become the feeder material for the waste to energy plant. 

• The energy which will be produced at the plant, will be in the form of light diesel oil 

and this oil will be used to light furnaces. 

The plant, having a capacity of 500 kg per batch can be fed with the following: 

• All kinds of existing plastic 

• Petroleum sludge 

• Un segregated MSW with moisture up to 50 per cent 

• E-waste 

• Automobile fluff 

• Organic waste including bamboo, garden waste 

• Jathropa fruit and palm bunch 

 

21. Education for Justice Initiative has been launched by 

(a) UNESCO 

(b) World Health Organization 

(c) Institute for Global Ethics 

(d) United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

 

Solution: D 

 

Education for Justice: 

• The Education for Justice (E4J) initiative was launched by the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crimes to teach next generation about crime prevention and address 

problems under law. 

• The initiative seeks to prevent crime and promote a culture of lawfulness through 

education activities designed for primary, secondary and tertiary levels. 
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• The E4J initiative is under the Global Programme for the Implementation of the Doha 

Declaration. 

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding Biosimilar medicine 

1. It is a biologic medical product that is almost an identical copy of an original 

product that is manufactured by a different company. 

2. Biosimilars involve developing equivalent of a chemical entity-the Active 

Pharmaceutical Ingredient. 

3. They are officially approved versions of original “innovator” products and can be 

manufactured when the original product’s patent expires. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Biosimilar medicine 

• WHO prequalifies first biosimilar medicine– trastuzumab- to increase worldwide 

access to life-saving breast cancer treatment. 

• Trastuzumab – a monoclonal antibody – was included in the WHO Essential 

Medicines List in 2015 as an essential treatment for about 20% of breast cancers. 

What are Biosimilars? 

• It is a biologic medical product that is almost an identical copy of an original product 

that is manufactured by a different company. 

• They are officially approved versions of original “innovator” products and can be 

manufactured when the original product’s patent expires. 

• Reference to the innovator product is an integral component of the approval. 

Characteristics: 

• Biological medicines contain active substances from a biological source, such as living 

cells or organisms. 

• Most biological medicines in current clinical use contain active substances made of 

proteins. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  22 Insights IAS 

Difference between biosimilars and generics: 

• Biosimilars involve developing equivalent of biological entity while generics involve 

developing equivalent of a chemical entity-the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient. 

• Cost: Generic drugs are chemically identical to the original branded drug and, as 

such, cost significantly less because they don’t require much testing. Because 

biosimilars are made from living organisms, though, and don’t contain identical 

ingredients to their name-brand counterparts, they still require some testing. So, they 

cost more than generics, but less than the branded biologic. 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding New Development Bank 

1. It is a multilateral development bank operated by BRICS states 

2. Each participant country will be assigned different votes based on their capital 

shares. 

3. The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among 

the five emerging markets. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

New Development Bank: 

• It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa). 

• The New Development Bank was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS summit 

held in Durban, South Africa in 2013. 

• It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil. 

• The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the 

five emerging markets. 

• In the Fortaleza Declaration, the leaders stressed that the NDB will strengthen 

cooperation among BRICS and will supplement the efforts of multilateral and regional 

financial institutions for global development. 

• The bank will be headquartered in Shanghai, China. 
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• Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on capital share, in the New 

Development Bank each participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of 

the countries will have veto power. 

• The New Development Bank will mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable 

development projects in BRICS and other emerging economies and developing 

countries, to supplement existing efforts of multilateral and regional financial 

institutions for global growth and development. 

 

24. Consider the following statements regarding Microbial Fuel Cells 

1. It is a device that converts chemical energy to electrical energy by the action of 

microorganisms. 

2. Microbial fuel cells have been installed at National Zoological Park, Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Microbial Fuel Cells 

• Microbial fuel cells have been installed at a zoo in London. 

• Using these cells, a plant has taken the botanical world’s first selfie. 

What are microbial fuel cells? 

• A device that converts chemical energy to electrical energy by the action of 

microorganisms. 

How it works? 

• Under sunlight, plants produce sugars and oxygen from water and CO2 

(photosynthesis). 

• These sugars do not remain in the leaves, but are transported throughout the plant to 

the stem and roots. 

• Some of these sugars are excreted by the roots as a waste product from the plant. 

• Soil micro-organisms break this down further, releasing energy. 

• This energy is captured using an anode (minus) and a cathode (plus) and charge a 

super capacitor. 
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• When the super capacitor is full, the power is discharged and a photo is taken. 

• It is a bio-electrochemical system that uses bacteria as the catalyst to oxidize organic 

and inorganic matter, and consequently, generate electric current out of it. 

Significance: 

• Unlike solar panels, plants can survive in the shade, naturally moving into position to 

maximize the potential of absorbing sunlight. 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding the International Energy Forum (IEF): 

1. Member countries account for almost 50% of world oil and gas supply and 

demand. 

2. India is a member country of International Energy Forum. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 Nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

About International Energy Forum (IEF): 

• The International Energy Forum (IEF) aims to foster greater mutual understanding 

and awareness of common energy interests among its members. 

• The 72 Member Countries of the Forum are signatories to the IEF Charter, which 

outlines the framework of the global energy dialogue through this inter-governmental 

arrangement. 

• Covering all six continents and accounting for around 90% of global supply and 

demand for oil and gas, the IEF is unique in that it comprises not only consuming and 

producing countries of the International Energy Agency and OPEC, but also Transit 

States and major players outside of their memberships, including Argentina, China, 

India, Mexico, Russia and South Africa. 

• The IEF is the neutral facilitator of informal, open, informed and continuing global 

energy dialogue. 

• The Forum’s biennial Ministerial Meetings are the world’s largest gathering of Energy 

Ministers. 

• The IEF and the global energy dialogue are promoted by a permanent Secretariat of 

international staff based in the Diplomatic Quarter of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
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https://www.ief.org/about-ief/ief-overview.aspx 

 

DAY – 62 (InstaTest-62) 

 

26. Consider the following statements regarding Corona Bonds 

1. It would be a collective debt amongst EU member states, with the aim of providing 

financial relief to Eurozone countries battered by the corona virus. 

2. The funds would be mutualised and supplied by the European Investment Bank, 

with the debt taken collectively by all member states of the European Union. 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Corona Bonds would be a collective debt amongst EU member states, with the aim 

of providing financial relief to Eurozone countries battered by the corona virus. 

• Corona bonds are joint debt issued to member states of the EU. The funds would be 

common and would come from the European Investment Bank. This would be 

mutualised debt, taken collectively by all member states of the European Union. 

• Countries like Italy, Spain which have suffered huge deaths due to Covid-19 are 

demanding such kind of economic measures from the EU to meet the extraordinary 

situation. However, Germany, Netherlands, Austria and Finland, also known as the 

“Frugal Four“, the fiscally conservative EU states have opposed such type of idea 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/04/07/euro-corona-bonds/  

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Councils Act of 1861 

1. It made a beginning of the representative institutions by associating Indians with 

the law-making process. 

2. It initiated the process of centralization by reducing the legislative powers to the 

Bombay and Madras Presidencies. 

3. It also gave recognition to the ‘portfolio’ system, introduced by Lord Canning. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Indian Councils Act of 1861 

The features of this Act were as follows: 

• It made a beginning of the representative institutions by associating Indians with the 

law-making process. It, thus, provided that the Viceroy should nominate some Indians 

as non-official members of his expanded council. In 1862, Lord Canning, the then 

Viceroy, nominated three Indians to his legislative council–the Raja of Benaras, the 

Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao. 

• It initiated the process of decentralization by restoring the legislative powers to the 

Bombay and Madras Presidencies. It, thus, reversed the centralizing tendency that 

started from the Regulating Act of 1773 and reached its climax under the Charter Act 

of 1833. This policy of legislative devolution resulted in the grant of almost complete 

internal autonomy to the provinces in 1937. 

• It also provided for the establishment of new legislative councils for Bengal, North-

Western Provinces and Punjab, which were established in 1862, 1886 and 1897, 

respectively. 

• It empowered the Viceroy to make rules and orders for the more convenient 

transaction of business in the council. It also gave a recognition to the ‘portfolio’ 

system, introduced by Lord Canning in 1859. Under this, a member of the Viceroy’s 

council was made in-charge of one or more departments of the Government and was 

authorized to issue final orders on behalf of the council on matters of his 

department(s). 

• It empowered the Viceroy to issue ordinances, without the concurrence of the 

legislative council, during an emergency. The life of such an ordinance was six months. 

 

28. Consider following pairs of features of constitution and those with they borrowed from 

 Features  Source 
1. Emergency provisions : U.S.S.R 
2. Procedure established by Law : US Constitution 
3. Federation with a strong 

Centre 
: Canadian Constitution 
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4. Procedure for amendment of 
the Constitution 

: South African 
Constitution 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sources Features Borrowed 

Government of India Act of 1935 

• Federal Scheme, Office of governor, Judiciary, Public Service Commissions, Emergency 

provisions and administrative details. 

British Constitution 

• Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative procedure, single citizenship, 

cabinet system, prerogative writs, parliamentary privileges and bicameralism. 

US Constitution 

• Fundamental rights, independence of judiciary, judicial review, impeachment of the 

president, removal of Supreme Court and high court judges and post of vice president. 

Irish Constitution 

• Directive Principles of State Policy, nomination of members to Rajya Sabha and 

method of election of president. 

Canadian Constitution 

• Federation with a strong Centre, vesting of residuary powers in the Centre, 

appointment of state governors by the Centre, and advisory jurisdiction of the 

Supreme Court. 

Australian Constitution 

• Concurrent List, freedom of trade, commerce and inter-course, and joint sitting of the 

two Houses of Parliament. 

Weimar Constitution of Germany 

• Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency. 
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Soviet Constitution (USSR, now Russia) 

• Fundamental duties and the ideal of justice (social, economic and political) in the 

Preamble. 

French Constitution 

• Republic and the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity in the Preamble. 

South African Constitution 

• Procedure for amendment of the Constitution and election of members of Rajya 

Sabha. 

Japanese Constitution 

• Procedure established by Law. 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine 

1. It is a vaccine primarily used against diarrhea. 

2. BCG vaccine may also boost the innate immune system, first-line defenses that 

keep a variety of pathogens from entering the body or from establishing an 

infection 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccination 

• Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine is a vaccine primarily used against 

tuberculosis (TB). Unlike other vaccines, the BCG vaccine may also boost the innate 

immune system, first-line defenses that keep a variety of pathogens from entering the 

body or from establishing an infection 

• The BCG vaccine contains a live but weakened strain of tuberculosis bacteria that 

provokes the body to develop antibodies to attack TB bacteria. This is called an 

adaptive immune response, because the body develops a defense against a specific 

disease-causing microorganism, or pathogen, after encountering it. 
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https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/bacille-calmette-gu%C3%A9rin-

(bcg)-vaccination-and-covid-19  

 

30. Arrange the following from earliest to latest based on granting of statehood 

1. Gujarat 

2. Chandigarh 

3. Uttarakhand 

4. Goa 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 1 3 4 

 (b) 2 1 4 3 

 (c) 1 2 3 4 

 (d) 1 2 4 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Maharashtra and Gujarat 

• In 1960, the bilingual state of Bombay was divided into two separate states–

Maharashtra for Marathi speaking people and Gujarat for Gujarati speaking people. 

Haryana, Chandigarh and Himachal Pradesh 

• In 1966, the State of Punjab was bifurcated to create Haryana, the 17th state of the 

Indian Union, and the union territory of Chandigarh. 

Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Goa 

• In 1987, three new States of Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Goa came into being as 

the 23rd, 24th and 25th states of the Indian Union respectively. 

Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand 

• In 2000, three more new States of Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand were 

created out of the territories of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, 

respectively. 
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31. Consider the following statements regarding Article 14 of the constitution 

1. The concept of ‘equal protection of laws’ has been taken from the British 

2. Equal protection of laws is a positive concept. 

3. Equal protection of laws connotes the equality of treatment under equal 

circumstances, both in the privileges conferred and liabilities imposed by the laws. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Equality before Law and Equal Protection of Laws 

• Article 14 says that the State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or 

the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India. This provision confers 

rights on all persons whether citizens or foreigners. Moreover, the word ‘person’ 

includes legal persons, viz, statutory corporations, companies, registered societies or 

any other type of legal person. 

• The concept of ‘equality before law’ is of British origin while the concept of ‘equal 

protection of laws’ has been taken from the American Constitution. The first concept 

connotes: (a) the absence of any special privileges in favour of any person, (b) the 

equal subjection of all persons to the ordinary law of the land administered by 

ordinary law courts, and (c) no person (whether rich or poor, high or low, official or 

non-official) is above the law. 

• The second concept, on the other hand, connotes: (a) the equality of treatment under 

equal circumstances, both in the privileges conferred and liabilities imposed by the 

laws, (b) the similar application of the same laws to all persons who are similarly 

situated, and (c) the like should be treated alike without any discrimination. 

• Thus, the former is a negative concept while the latter is a positive concept. However, 

both of them aim at establishing equality of legal status, opportunity and justice. 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Members of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLADS) 

1. It is a centrally sponsored scheme. 

2. Elected Rajya Sabha member can recommend works anywhere in state from 

which they are elected. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  31 Insights IAS 

3. Programmes under MPLAD is directly implemented by respective Member of 

Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• It is a Central Sector Scheme. It aims to provide a mechanism for MPs to recommend 

works of developmental nature based on locally felt needs. 

• [The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is ₹5 crore] 

• Elected MPs (LS) : can recommend works in their respective constituencies. Elected 

MPs(RS) : can recommend works anywhere in state from which they are elected. 

• The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Division is entrusted with the 

responsibility of implementation of Members of Parliament Local Area Development 

Scheme (MPLADS). Under the scheme, each MP has the choice to suggest to the 

District Collector for works to the tune of Rs.5 Crores per annum to be taken up in 

his/her constituency and he/she in turn implements the project. 

• Nominated MPs (LS & RS) : may select works for implementation anywhere in the 

country Union Cabinet has approved a 30% cut in the salaries of all MP under MPLAD 

scheme so that the amount saved can go to the Consolidated Fund of India to fight 

COVID-19. 

https://www.mplads.gov.in/mplads/Default.aspx  

 

33. Which of the following provisions of DPSP were added under 42nd Amendment Act of 

1976? 

1. To minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities (Article 38). 

2. To secure opportunities for healthy development of children (Article 39). 

3. To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wild life 

(Article 48 A). 

4. To provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete 

the age of six years. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 
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 (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added four new Directive Principles to the original list. 

They require the State: 

• To secure opportunities for healthy development of children (Article 39). 

• To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor (Article 39 A). 

• To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries 

(Article 43 A). 

• To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wild life 

(Article 48 A). 

The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 added one more Directive Principle, which requires the 

State to minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities (Article 38). 

The 86th Amendment Act of 2002 changed the subject-matter of Article 45 and made 

elementary education a fundamental right under Article 21 A. The amended directive 

requires the State to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they 

complete the age of six years. 

The 97th Amendment Act of 2011 added a new Directive Principle relating to cooperative 

societies. It requires the state to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, 

democratic control and professional management of co-operative societies (Article 43B). 

 

34. Which of the following is/are constitutional rights in India? 

1. No tax shall be levied or collected except by authority of law. 

2. No person shall be deprived of his property save by authority of law. 

3. Trade, commerce and intercourse throughout the territory of India shall be free. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

Besides the Fundamental Rights included in Part III, there are certain other rights contained 

in other parts of the Constitution. These rights are known as constitutional rights or legal 

rights or non-fundamental rights. They are: 

• No tax shall be levied or collected except by authority of law (Article 265 in Part XII). 

• No person shall be deprived of his property save by authority of law (Article 300-A in 

Part XII). 

• Trade, commerce and intercourse throughout the territory of India shall be free 

(Article 301 in Part XIII). 

Even though the above rights are also equally justiciable, they are different from the 

Fundamental Rights. In case of violation of a Fundamental Right, the aggrieved person can 

directly move the Supreme Court for its enforcement under Article 32, which is in itself a 

fundamental right. But, in case of violation of the above rights, the aggrieved person cannot 

avail this constitutional remedy. He can move the High Court by an ordinary suit or under 

Article 226 (writ jurisdiction of high court). 

 

35. SAFE PLUS Scheme, sometime seen is launched by 

 (a) NABARD 

 (b) RBI 

 (c) NITI Aayog 

 (d) SIDBI 

 

Solution: D 

 

SAFE PLUS Scheme 

• Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has launched the SIDBI Assistance 

to Facilitate Emergency response against Corona virus (SAFE PLUS) Scheme. 

• It aims to provide financial assistance of up to Rs 1 crore to Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs) that are involved in making essential items to combat COVID-19 

pandemic. 

https://sidbi.in/files/banners/SAFE%20PLus%20-%20One%20Pager.pdf  
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36. Consider the following statements regarding amendment by Special Majority of 

Parliament and Consent of States 

1. If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, then it must 

be ratified by the legislatures of half of the states. 

2. There is no time limit within which the states should give their consent to the bill. 

3. The bill must be ratified by the legislatures of the states by a special majority. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

By Special Majority of Parliament and Consent of States 

• Those provisions of the Constitution which are related to the federal structure of the 

polity can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament and also with the 

consent of half of the state legislatures by a simple majority. If one or some or all the 

remaining states take no action on the bill, it does not matter; the moment half of the 

states give their consent, the formality is completed. There is no time limit within 

which the states should give their consent to the bill. 

The procedure for the amendment of the Constitution as laid down in Article 368 is as 

follows: 

• An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill 

for the purpose in either House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures. 

• The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not 

require prior permission of the president. 

• The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority of the 

total membership of the House and a majority of two-thirds of the members of the 

House present and voting. 

• Each House must pass the bill separately. In case of a disagreement between the two 

Houses, there is no provision for holding a joint sitting of the two Houses for the 

purpose of deliberation and passage of the bill. 

• If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it must also be 

ratified by the legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority, that is, a majority 

of the members of the House present and voting. 
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• After duly passed by both the Houses of Parliament and ratified by the state 

legislatures, where necessary, the bill is presented to the president for assent. 

• The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to 

the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 

• After the president’s assent, the bill becomes an Act (i.e., a constitutional amendment 

act) and the Constitution stands amended in accordance with the terms of the Act. 

 

37. Consider the following statements regarding merits of Parliamentary System 

1. Definiteness in policies. 

2. Harmony between legislature and executive. 

3. Prevents despotism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Parliamentary System 

Features: 

• Dual executive. 

• Majority party rule 

• Collective responsibility. 

• Political homogeneity 

• Double membership. 

• Leadership of prime minister. 

• Dissolution of Lower House. 

• Fusion of powers. 

Merits: 

• Harmony between legislature and executive. 

• Responsible government. 

• Prevents despotism. 

• Wide representation. 
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Demerits: 

• Unstable government. 

• No continuity of policies. 

• Against separation of powers 

• Government by amateurs. 

 

Presidential System 

Features: 

• Single executive. 

• President and legislators elected separately for a fixed term. 

• Non-responsibility 

• Political homogeneity may not exist. 

• Single membership 

• Domination of president. 

• No dissolution of Lower House. 

• Separation of powers. 

Demerits: 

• Conflict between legislature and executive. 

• Non-responsible government. 

• May lead to autocracy. 

• Narrow representation. 

Merits: 

• Stable government. 

• Definiteness in policies. 

• Based on separation of powers. 

• Government by experts. 

 

38. Truenat diagnostic tool, sometimes seen in news, is related to the diagnosis of 

 (a) Parkinson’s Disease 

 (b) Tuberculosis 

 (c) Sickle Cell Anemia 

 (d) HIV/AIDS 

 

Solution: B 
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• In a Rapid Communication published on January 14, 2020, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) had mentioned that the India-made Truenat MTB, a molecular 

diagnostic test for pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB and rifampicin-resistant TB, 

has high accuracy. 

• Truenat MTB has “high diagnostic accuracy as initial test to diagnose TB and to 

sequentially detect rifampicin resistance”, says the WHO Communication. It will be 

used as an initial test thus replacing sputum smear microscopy. 

• Truenat is developed by the Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics. The company was 

provided with technical assistance and resources by the Foundation for Innovative 

New Diagnostics (FIND) to help commercialize Truenat. ICMR had assessed and 

validated the diagnostic tool. 

• Truenat will be cheaper per test than Xpert. The equipment and cartridges cost more 

in the case of Xpert. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/tb-diagnostic-test-developed-in-india-has-

high-accuracy-says-who/article30577819.ece  

 

39. Under which of the following conditions the Parliament makes Legislation in the State 

Field 

1. When Rajya Sabha Passes a Resolution 

2. When States Make a Request 

3. To Implement International Agreements 

4. When the governor can reserve certain types of bills passed by the state 

legislature for the consideration of the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

Parliamentary Legislation in the State Field 

• The above scheme of distribution of legislative powers between the Centre and the 

states is to be maintained in normal times. But, in abnormal times, the scheme of 

distribution is either modified or suspended. In other words, the Constitution 

empowers the Parliament to make laws on any matter enumerated in the State List 

under the following five extraordinary circumstances: 
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When Rajya Sabha Passes a Resolution 

• If the Rajya Sabha declares that it is necessary in the national interest that Parliament 

should make laws with respect to goods and services tax or a matter in the State List, 

then the Parliament becomes competent to make laws on that matter. 

During a National Emergency 

• The Parliament acquires the power to legislate with respect to goods and services tax 

or matters in the State List, while a proclamation of national emergency is in 

operation. 

When States Make a Request 

• When the legislatures of two or more states pass resolutions requesting the 

Parliament to enact laws on a matter in the State List, then the Parliament can make 

laws for regulating that matter. 

To Implement International Agreements 

• The Parliament can make laws on any matter in the State List for implementing the 

international treaties, agreements or conventions. 

During President’s Rule 

• When the President’s rule is imposed in a state, the Parliament becomes empowered 

to make laws with respect to any matter in the State List in relation to that state. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding adjudication of interstate water disputes 

under Article 262 

1. Parliament may provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to 

exercise jurisdiction 

2. Under this provision, the Parliament has enacted two laws, the River Boards Act 

(1956) and the Inter-State Water Disputes Act (1956). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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Article 262 of the Constitution provides for the adjudication of interstate water disputes. It 

makes two provisions: 

(i) Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with 

respect to the use, distribution and control of waters of any inter-state river and river 

valley. 

(ii) Parliament may also provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to 

exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint. 

Under this provision, the Parliament has enacted two laws [the River Boards Act (1956) and 

the Inter-State Water Disputes Act (1956)]. The River Boards Act provides for the 

establishment of river boards for the regulation and development of inter-state river and river 

valleys. A river board is established by the Central government on the request of the state 

governments concerned to advise them. 

The Inter-State Water Disputes Act empowers the Central government to set up an ad hoc 

tribunal for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more states in relation to the waters 

of an inter-state river or river valley. The decision of the tribunal would be final and binding 

on the parties to the dispute. Neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to have 

jurisdiction in respect of any water dispute which may be referred to such a tribunal under 

this Act. 

 

41. Consider the following statements regarding National Board for Wildlife 

1. It is chaired by the Prime Minister. 

2. It has been constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

3. No alternation of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be 

done without approval of the NBWL. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

National Board for Wildlife: 

• It is a “Statutory Organization” constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

• Its role is “advisory” in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies 

and measures for conservation of wildlife in the country. 
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• Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of 

wildlife and forests. 

• It has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around 

national parks and sanctuaries. 

• No alternation of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done 

without approval of the NBWL. 

• The NBWL is chaired by the Prime Minister. It has 47 members including the Prime 

Minister. Among these, 19 members are ex-officio members. Other members include 

three Members of Parliament (two from Lok Sabha and one from Rajya Sabha), five 

NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, conservationists and environmentalists. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding the effect on the Fundamental Rights 

during National Emergency 

1. Article 358 automatically suspends the fundamental rights under Article 19. 

2. Article 358 operates in case of both External Emergency as well as Internal 

Emergency. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Articles 358 and 359 describe the effect of a National Emergency on the Fundamental 

Rights. Article 358 deals with the suspension of the Fundamental Rights guaranteed 

by Article 19, while Article359 deals with the suspension of other Fundamental 

Rights (except those guaranteed by Articles 20 and 21). 

 

Distinction Between Articles 358 and 359 

• Article 358 is confined to Fundamental Rights under Article19 only whereas Article 

359 extends to all those Fundamental Rights whose enforcement is suspended by 

the Presidential Order. 

• Article 358 automatically suspends the fundamental rights under Article 19 as soon 

as the emergency is declared. On the other hand, Article 359 does not automatically 

suspend any Fundamental Right. It only empowers the president to suspend the 

enforcement of the specified Fundamental Rights. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  41 Insights IAS 

• Article 358 operates only in case of External Emergency (that is, when the emergency 

is declared on the grounds of war or external aggression) and not in the case of 

Internal Emergency (i.e., when the Emergency is declared on the ground of armed 

rebellion). Article 359, on the other hand, operates in case of both External 

Emergency as well as Internal Emergency. 

• Article 358 suspends Fundamental Rights under Article 19 for the entire duration of 

Emergency while Article 359 suspends the enforcement of Fundamental Rights for a 

period specified by the president which may either be the entire duration of 

Emergency or a shorter period. 

• Article 358 extends to the entire country whereas Article 359 may extend to the 

entire country or a part of it. 

• Article 358 suspends Article 19 completely while Article 359 does not empower the 

suspension of the enforcement of Articles 20 and 21. 

• Article 358 enables the State to make any law or take any executive action inconsistent 

with Fundamental Rights under Article 19 while Article 359 enables the State to make 

any law or take any executive action inconsistent with those Fundamental Rights 

whose enforcement is suspended by the Presidential Order. 

• There is also a similarity between Article 358 and Article 359. Both provide immunity 

from challenge to only those laws which are related with the Emergency and not other 

laws. Also, the executive action taken only under such a law is protected by both. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding independence of Election Commission 

1. The Constitution has specified the term of the members of the Election 

Commission. 

2. The Constitution has debarred the retiring election commissioners from any 

further appointment by the government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Article 324 of the Constitution has made the following provisions to safeguard and 

ensure the independent and impartial functioning of the Election Commission: 

• The chief election commissioner is provided with the security of tenure. He cannot be 

removed from his office except in same manner and on the same grounds as a judge 
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of the Supreme Court. In other words, he can be removed by the president on the 

basis of a resolution passed to that effect by both the Houses of Parliament with 

special majority, either on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity. Thus, he 

does not hold his office till the pleasure of the president, though he is appointed by 

him. 

• The service conditions of the chief election commissioner cannot be varied to his 

disadvantage after his appointment. 

• Any other election commissioner or a regional commissioner cannot be removed from 

office except on the recommendation of the chief election commissioner. 

• Though the constitution has sought to safeguard and ensure the independence and 

impartiality of the Election Commission, some flaws can be noted, viz., 

• The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, 

administrative or judicial) of the members of the Election Commission. 

• The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election 

Commission. 

• The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from any 

further appointment by the government. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding VITAL (Ventilator Intervention Technology 

Accessible Locally) 

1. WHO has developed a new ventilator tailored specifically to treat COVID-19 

patients. 

2. It is designed for the patients with more severe COVID-19 symptoms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Vital (ventilator intervention technology accessible locally) 

• A new high-pressure ventilator developed by NASA engineers and tailored to treat 

corona virus (COVID-19) patients 

• The device, called VITAL (Ventilator Intervention Technology Accessible Locally), was 

developed by engineers at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California to 
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free up the nation’s limited supply of traditional ventilators so they may be used on 

patients with the most severe COVID-19 symptoms. 

• VITAL can be built faster and maintained more easily than a traditional ventilator, and 

is composed of far fewer parts, many of which are currently available to potential 

manufacturers through existing supply chains 

• Its flexible design means it also can be modified for use in field hospitals being set up 

in convention centers, hotels, and other high-capacity facilities across the country and 

around the globe. 

• Like all ventilators, VITAL requires patients to be sedated and an oxygen tube inserted 

into their airway to breathe 

• VITAL is intended to last three to four months and is specifically tailored for COVID-19 

patients. 

• VITAL is designed to treat patients with milder symptoms, thereby keeping country’s 

limited supply of traditional ventilators available for patients with more severe COVID-

19 symptoms. 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding Joint State Public Service Commission 

(JSPSC) 

1. JSPSC is a statutory body and created by an act of Parliament. 

2. A JSPSC presents its annual performance report to the president. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Constitution makes a provision for the establishment of a Joint State Public Service 

Commission (JSPSC) for two or more states. While the UPSC and the SPSC are created 

directly by the Constitution, a JSPSC can be created by an act of Parliament on the 

request of the state legislatures concerned. Thus, a JSPSC is a statutory and not a 

constitutional body. The two states of Punjab and Haryana had a JSPSC for a short 

period, after the creation of Haryana out of Punjab in 1966. 

• The chairman and members of a JSPSC are appointed by the president. They hold 

office for a term of six years or until they attain the age of 62 years, whichever is 

earlier. They can be suspended or removed by the president. They can also resign from 

their offices at any time by submitting their resignation letters to the president. 
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• The number of members of a JSPSC and their conditions of service are determined by 

the president. 

• A JSPSC presents its annual performance report to each of the concerned state 

governors. Each governor places the report before the state legislature. 

• The UPSC can also serve the needs of a state on the request of the state governor and 

with the approval of the president. 

 

46. Which of the following treaties is/are ratified by India? 

1. Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

2. Nuclear non-proliferation treaty 

3. Biological weapons convention 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• India do not support CTBT (as CTBT doesn’t address complete disarmament. The 

Treaty will enter into force after all 44 States listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty will ratify 

it. These States had nuclear facilities at the time the Treaty was negotiated and 

adopted. India, North Korea and Pakistan have not yet signed the Treaty. 

• Four UN member states have never accepted the Nuclear non-proliferation treaty 

NPT, three of which possess or are thought to possess nuclear weapons: India, Israel, 

and Pakistan. 

• India has ratified the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) and pledges 

to abide by its obligations. There is no clear evidence, circumstantial or otherwise, that 

directly points toward an offensive BW program. India has defensive biological 

warfare (BW) capabilities and has conducted research on countering various diseases. 

India also has an extensive and advanced dual-use pharmaceutical industry. 

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding matters on which the recommendations 

are made by GST council 

1. The taxes, cesses and surcharges levied by the centre, the states and the local 

bodies that would get merged in GST. 
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2. The goods and services that may be subjected to GST and not on those exempted 

from GST. 

3. The threshold limit of turnover below which goods and services may be exempted 

from GST. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Functions of the GST council 

The Council is required to make recommendations to the centre and the states on the 

following matters: 

(a) The taxes, cesses and surcharges levied by the centre, the states and the local 

bodies that would get merged in GST. 

(b) The goods and services that may be subjected to GST or exempted from GST. 

(c) Model GST Laws, principles of levy, apportionment of GST levied on supplies in the 

course of inter-state trade or commerce and the principles that govern the place of 

supply. 

(d) The threshold limit of turnover below which goods and services may be exempted 

from GST. 

(e) The rates including floor rates with bands of GST. 

(f) Any special rate or rates for a specified period to raise additional resources during 

any natural calamity or disaster. 

(g) Special provision with respect to the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Jammu 

and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

(h) Any other matter relating to GST, as the Council may decide. 

 

48. “COVID-19 Crisis Through a Migration Lens” Report has been released by 

(a) World bank 

(b) World Economic Forum 

(c) World Health Organization 
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(d) Global Migration Group 

 

Solution: A 

 

“COVID-19 Crisis through a Migration Lens” Report: 

• “COVID-19 Crisis through a Migration Lens” Report has been released by World Bank. 

• According to the report the magnitude of internal migration is about two-and-a-half 

times that of international migration. 

• “The lockdown in India has impacted the livelihoods of a large proportion of the 

country’s nearly 40 million internal migrants. Around 50,000–60,000 moved from 

urban centers to rural areas of origin in the span of a few days,” the bank said in a 

report. 

 

49. Consider the following statements regarding Attorney General for India 

1. He is the highest law officer in the country. 

2. He must be a person who is qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme 

Court. 

3. The term of office of the AG is 5 years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Constitution (Article 76) has provided for the office of the Attorney General for 

India. He is the highest law officer in the country. 

• The Attorney General (AG) is appointed by the president. He must be a person who 

is qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme Court. In other words, he must be 

a citizen of India and he must have been a judge of some high court for five years or 

an advocate of some high court for ten years or an eminent jurist, in the opinion of 

the president. 

The term of office of the AG is not fixed by the Constitution. 
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• Further, the Constitution does not contain the procedure and grounds for his removal. 

He holds office during the pleasure of the president. This means that he may be 

removed by the president at any time. He may also quit his office by submitting his 

resignation to the president. Conventionally, he resigns when the government (council 

of ministers) resigns or is replaced, as he is appointed on its advice. 

• The Attorney General has the right of audience in all courts in the territory of India. 

Further, he has the right to speak and to take part in the proceedings of both the 

Houses of Parliament or their joint sitting and any committee of the Parliament of 

which he may be named a member, but without a right to vote. 

• However, the Attorney General is not a fulltime counsel for the Government. He does 

not fall in the category of government servants. Further, he is not debarred from 

private legal practice. 

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding styrene chemical compound: 

1. It is used to manufacture plastic and rubber. 

2. Until now, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has not 

classified styrene as a possible carcinogen. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 Nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Styrene, also known as ethenylbenzene, vinylbenzene, and phenylethene, is an organic 

compound. This derivative of benzene is a colorless oily liquid although aged samples can 

appear yellowish. 

• Styrene is a chemical compound used to manufacture plastic and rubber. It is toxic to 

the brain and lungs. Its minimal risk level – an estimate of daily human exposure that 

is likely without appreciable noncancerous health effects – is 5 ppm. 

• Acute exposure to styrene gas causes dizziness, nausea, vomiting and 

breathlessness. When it comes in contact with skin and mucosal membranes, its 

effects include blistering and irritation. 

• Styrene gas’s effects on the brain include a feeling of drunkenness, changes in colour 

vision, tiredness, confusion, and problems maintaining balance. 
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• The possible cause of death in animals and humans is possibly asphyxia – oxygen 

deprivation. Autopsies should tell us more. 

• The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has classified styrene as a 

possible carcinogen. Note however that this classification is based on chronic non-

lethal exposure, not on acute exposure. 

https://science.thewire.in/health/visakhapatnam-styrene-gas-leak-health-effects/ 

 

DAY – 63 (InstaTest-63) 

 

51. Yanomami tribe sometime seen in the news is located in which of the following country? 

 (a) Russia 

 (b) Brazil 

 (c) India 

 (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Yanomami, also called South American Indians, live in the remote forest of the 

Orinoco River basin in southern Venezuela and the northernmost reaches of the 

Amazon River basin in northern Brazil. They numbered around 27,000 individuals 

throughout their range. 

• Recently, a Yanomami indigenous boy died in Brazil after contracting Covid-19, raising 

fears for the Amazon tribes 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding pardoning power 

1. Commutation denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter 

form. 

2. Remission implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character. 

3. Respite implies a stay of the execution of a sentence for a temporary period. 

4. Reprieve denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded 

due to some special fact. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
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 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

The pardoning power of the President includes the following: 

1. Pardon 

It removes both the sentence and the conviction and completely absolves the convict from 

all sentences, punishments and disqualifications. 

2. Commutation 

It denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter form. For example, a death 

sentence may be commuted to rigorous imprisonment, which in turn may be commuted to a 

simple imprisonment. 

3. Remission 

It implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character. For example, a 

sentence of rigorous imprisonment for two years may be remitted to rigorous imprisonment 

for one year. 

4. Respite 

It denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded due to some special 

fact, such as the physical disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a woman offender. 

5. Reprieve 

It implies a stay of the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a temporary 

period. Its purpose is to enable the convict to have time to seek pardon or commutation from 

the President. 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding principle of responsibility 

1. Article 75 states that the council of ministers is collectively responsible to the Lok 

Sabha. 

2. Article 75 also contains the principle of individual responsibility. 

3. There is provision in the Constitution for the system of legal responsibility of a 

minister. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The fundamental principle underlying the working of parliamentary system of 

government is the principle of collective responsibility. Article 75 clearly states that 

the council of ministers is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

• The principle of collective responsibility also means that the Cabinet decisions bind 

all cabinet ministers (and other ministers) even if they differed in the cabinet meeting. 

It is the duty of every minister to stand by cabinet decisions and support them both 

within and outside the Parliament. If any minister disagrees with a cabinet decision 

and is not prepared to defend it, he must resign. 

• Article 75 also contains the principle of individual responsibility. It states that the 

ministers hold office during the pleasure of the president, which means that the 

President can remove a minister even at a time when the council of ministers enjoys 

the confidence of the Lok Sabha. However, the President removes a minister only on 

the advice of the Prime Minister. In case of a difference of opinion or dissatisfaction 

with the performance of a minister, the Prime Minister can ask him to resign or advice 

the President to dismiss him. 

• In India, there is no provision in the Constitution for the system of legal responsibility 

of a minister. It is not required that an order of the President for a public act should 

be countersigned by a minister. Moreover, the courts are barred from enquiring into 

the nature of advice rendered by the ministers to the president. 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding CollabCAD 

1. It is a collaborative network, computer enabled software system, providing a total 

engineering solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 3D product design. 

2. The aim of this initiative is to provide a great platform to students of Atal Tinkering 

Labs (ATLs) across country to create and modify 3d designs with free flow of 

creativity and imagination. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

CollabCAD is a collaborative network, computer enabled software system, providing a total 

engineering solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 3D product design. 

The aim of this initiative is to provide a great platform to students of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) 

across country to create and modify 3d designs with free flow of creativity and imagination. 

https://collabcad.gov.in/atlInfo.html  

 

55. Which of the following conditions qualify for Disqualification on Ground of Defection? 

1. If he voluntary gives up the membership of the political party on whose ticket he 

is elected to the House; 

2. If he votes or abstains from voting in the House contrary to any direction given by 

his political party; 

3. If any nominated member joins any political party before the expiry of six months. 

4. If any independently elected member joins any political party; 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

Disqualification on Ground of Defection 

The Constitution also lays down that a person shall be disqualifiedfrom being a member of 

Parliament if he is so disqualified on theground of defection under the provisions of the Tenth 

Schedule. A member incurs disqualification under the defection law: 

• if he voluntary gives up the membership of the political party on whose ticket he is 

elected to the House; 

• if he votes or abstains from voting in the House contrary to any direction given by his 

political party; 

• if any independently elected member joins any political party; and 

• if any nominated member joins any political party after the expiry of six months. 
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The question of disqualification under the Tenth Schedule is decided by the Chairman in the 

case of Rajya Sabha and Speaker in the case of Lok Sabha (and not by the president of India). 

In 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that the decision of the Chairman/Speaker in this regard is 

subject to judicial review. 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Calling Attention Motion 

1. It is introduced in the Parliament by a member to call the attention of a minister 

to a matter of urgent public importance. 

2. It is an Indian innovation and is mentioned in the Rules of Procedure. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Calling Attention Motion 

• It is introduced in the Parliament by a member to call the attention of a minister to a 

matter of urgent public importance, and to seek an authoritative statement from him 

on that matter. Like the zero hour, it is also an Indian innovation in the parliamentary 

procedure and has been in existence since 1954. However, unlike the zero hour, it is 

mentioned in the Rules of Procedure. 

 

57. Meru Jatra Festival, sometime seen in the news, is celebrated in which of the following 

organisation? 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Odisha 

 (c) Maharashtra 

 (d) Madhya Pradesh 

 

Solution: B 
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• Meru Jatra Festival is a 21-day long seasonal folk dance festival that is celebrated in 

the month of ‘Chaitra’. MeruJatra marks the end of the 21-day-long festival of 

penance named ‘DandaNata’. 

• During the festival, people who participate in the festival (Danduas) undergo self-

inflicted pain to pay their obeisance to the lord Kali. The origin of the festival is 

generally traced to 8th and 9th AD after the decadence of Buddhism in Orissa. 

• Odisha’s Ganjam district administration has banned the MeruJatra festival and 

congregations due to Covid-19 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/ban-on-meru-jatra-

festival/article31326060.ece  

 

58. Consider the following statements regarding Point of Order 

1. A member can raise a point of order when the proceedings of the House do not 

follow the normal rules of procedure. 

2. Debate is allowed on a point of order. 

3. It suspends the proceedings before the House. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Point of Order 

• A member can raise a point of order when the proceedings of the House do not 

follow the normal rules of procedure. A point of order should relate to the 

interpretation or enforcement of the Rules of the House or such articles of the 

Constitution that regulate the business of the House and should raise a question that 

is within the cognizance of the Speaker. It is usually raised by an opposition member 

in order to control the government. It is an extra ordinary device as it suspends the 

proceedings before the House. No debate is allowed on a point of order. 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding financial bill (II) 

1. A financial bill (II)is a bill that contains not only any or all the matters mentioned 

in Article 110, but also other matters of general legislation. 
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2. The special feature of this bill is that it cannot be passed by either House of 

Parliament unless the President has recommended to that House for the 

consideration of the bill. 

3. In case of a disagreement between the two Houses over such a bill, the president 

can summon a joint sitting of the two Houses to resolve the deadlock. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Financial Bills (I) 

• A financial bill (I) is a bill that contains not only any or all the matters mentioned in 

Article 110, but also other matters of general legislation. 

Financial Bills (II) 

• A financial bill (II) contains provisions involving expenditure from the Consolidated 

Fund of India, but does not include any of the matters mentioned in Article 110. It is 

treated as an ordinary bill and in all respects, it is governed by the same legislative 

procedure which is applicable to an ordinary bill. The only special feature of this bill is 

that it cannot be passed by either House of Parliament unless the President has 

recommended to that House the consideration of the bill. 

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding World Press Freedom Index 2020 

1. It is published annually by Reporters without Borders since 2002. 

2. India ranks below 100 for the very first time. 

3. It is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media 

independence, the quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 
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Solution: A 

 

World Press Freedom Index 2020 

• It is published annually by Reporters Without Borders since 2002, the World Press 

Freedom Index measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries. 

• It is based on an evaluation of media freedom that measures pluralism, media 

independence, the quality of the legal framework and the safety of journalists. 

• Norway ranks first for the fourth consecutive year and Finland and Denmark in second 

and third place 

• India has dropped two places to be ranked 142nd. 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding grants 

1. Exceptional Grant is for additional expenditure upon some new service not 

contemplated in the budget for that year. 

2. Excess Grant is granted when money has been spent on any service during a 

financial year in excess of the amount granted in Budget. 

3. Token Grant is granted when funds to meet the proposed expenditure on a new 

service can be made available by re-appropriation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Various grants are made by the Parliament under extraordinary or special circumstances: 

Supplementary Grant 

• It is granted when the amount authorized by the Parliament through the 

appropriation act for a particular service for the current financial year is found to be 

insufficient for that year. 

Additional Grant 

• It is granted when a need has arisen during the current financial year for additional 

expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the budget for that year. 
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Excess Grant 

• It is granted when money has been spent on any service during a financial year in 

excess of the amount granted for that service in the budget for that year. It is voted 

by the Lok Sabha after the financial year. Before the demands for excess grants are 

submitted to the Lok Sabha for voting, they must be approved by the Public Accounts 

Committee of Parliament. 

Vote of Credit 

• It is granted for meeting an unexpected demand upon the resources of India, when on 

account of the magnitude or the indefinite character of the service, the demand 

cannot be stated with the details ordinarily given in a budget. Hence, it is like a blank 

cheque given to the Executive by the Lok Sabha. 

Exceptional Grant 

• It is granted for a special purpose and forms no part of the current service of any 

financial year. 

Token Grant 

• It is granted when funds to meet the proposed expenditure on a new service can be 

made available by re-appropriation. A demand for the grant of a token sum (of Re 1) 

is submitted to the vote of the Lok Sabha and if assented, funds are made available. 

 

62. Consider the following statements regarding Committee on Public Undertakings 

1. This committee was created in 1964 on the recommendation of the Krishna 

Menon Committee. 

2. The members of the committee who are from the Lok Sabha cannot be appointed 

as the chairman. 

3. The term of office of the members is co terminus with the tenure of Lok Sabha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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Committee on Public Undertakings 

• This committee was created in 1964 on the recommendation of the Krishna Menon 

Committee. Originally, it had 15 members (10 from the Lok Sabha and 5 from the Rajya 

Sabha). However, in 1974, its membership was raised to 22 (15 from the Lok Sabha 

and 7 from the Rajya Sabha). The members of this committee are elected by the 

Parliament every year from amongst its own members according to the principle of 

proportional representation by means of a single transferable vote. Thus, all parties 

get due representation in it. The term of office of the members is one year. 

• A minister cannot be elected as a member of the committee. The chairman of the 

committee is appointed by the Speaker from amongst its members who are drawn 

from the Lok Sabha only. Thus, the members of the committee who are from the Rajya 

Sabha cannot be appointed as the chairman. 

 

63. Consider the following statements regarding Bougainville Islands 

1. It is known for copper deposits. 

2. It is an autonomous region of Indonesia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Bougainville Island is the main island of the Autonomous Region of Bougainville of 

Papua New Guinea. 

• The island is known to have the world’s largest copper deposits. 

• Bougainville Island is the largest of the Solomon Islands archipelago. 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/audio/2020/jan/31/the-birth-of-

bougainville-the-worlds-newest-country  

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding General Purposes Committee 

1. This committee considers and advises on matters concerning affairs of the House, 

which do not fall within the jurisdiction of any other parliamentary committee. 

2. In each House, this committee consists of the Deputy Speaker (Deputy Chairman 

in the case of Rajya Sabha) as its ex-officio chairman. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

General Purposes Committee 

• This committee considers and advises on matters concerning affairs of the House, 

which do not fall within the jurisdiction of any other parliamentary committee. In each 

House, this committee consists of the presiding officer (Speaker / Chairman) as its ex-

officio chairman, Deputy Speaker (Deputy Chairman in the case of Rajya Sabha), 

members of panel of chairpersons(panel of vice chairpersons in the case of Rajya 

Sabha), chairpersons of all the departmental standing committees of the House, 

leaders of recognised parties and groups in the House and such other members as 

nominated by the presiding officer. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG) 

1. IPG is an autonomous body and was formed in the year 1949 in pursuance of a 

motion adopted by the Constituent Assembly (Legislative). 

2. The membership of IPG is open to all members of Parliament. 

3. The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the ex officio president of the Group. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG) 

• IPG is an autonomous body. It was formed in the year 1949 in pursuance of a motion 

adopted by the Constituent Assembly (Legislative). The membership of IPG is open to 

all members of Parliament. The former members of Parliament can also become 

associate members of the Group. But, the associate members are entitled to limited 

rights only. They are not entitled to representation at meetings and conferences of 

the IPU and the CPA. They are also not entitled to the travel concessions provided to 

members by certain branches of the CPA. 

• The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the ex officio president of the Group. The Deputy 

Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha are the ex 

officio vice-presidents of the Group. The Secretary General of the Lok Sabha acts as 

the ex-officio Secretary-General of the Group. 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

1. He became president of INC in Banaras session in 1905. 

2. He established the Servants of India Society 

3. He started the Hitavada English weekly newspaper. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• PM paid tributes to Gopal Krishna Gokhale on his birth anniversary. He was born on 9 

May 1866. 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale: 

• Gopal Krishna Gokhale was an Indian political leader, a social reformer during the 

Indian Independence Movement and Mahatma Gandhi’s political mentor. 

• Gokhale campaigned for Indian self-rule and also social reform. He was the leader of 

the moderate faction of the Congress party that advocated reforms by working with 

existing government institutions 

Contributions of GK Gokhale in freedom movement of India: 

• He gave budget speeches as a member of the Imperial Legislative Council. 
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• He contributed articles to the English weekly Mahratta. 

• He started english weekly newspaper, The Hitavada 

• He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education Society. 

• After being given charge of the Bombay Provincial Conference in 1893, he was elected 

to the Senate of the Bombay University. 

• He visited Ireland and arranged for Irish nationalist Alfred Webb to serve as the 

President of the Indian National Congress in 1894. 

• As a member of the Pune Municipality, twice elected its president, Gokhale continued 

to strive to solve the problems of the poor, and those who came to him with 

grievances. 

• Gokhale also published a daily newspaper entitled Jnanaprakash, which allowed him 

to voice his reformist views on politics and society. 

• He was later elected to the Council of India of the Governor-General of India in 1903. 

• He was appointed as the Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire in 1904 New 

Year’s Honours List. 

• He became president of INC in 1905 in Banaras session 

• In 1905, he founded the Servants of India Society, which trained people to be selfless 

workers so they could work for the common good of the people. He was also elected 

as the President of the Indian National Congress. 

• He was instrumental in the formation of the Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909, which 

eventually became law. 

• Gokhale was a mentor to both Mohammed Jinnah and Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma 

Gandhi even wrote a book called, ‘Gokhale, My Political Guru’. His core beliefs about 

the importance of political liberty, social reform and economic progress for all Indians 

are still relevant to our times. 

 

67. Which of the following is/are the Qualification of Supreme Court Judges? 

1. He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high courts in succession) for 

seven years or more. 

2. He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or High Courts in succession) 

for ten years. 

3. He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 
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A person to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court should have the following 

qualifications: 

• He should be a citizen of India. 

• (a) He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high courts in succession) for five 

years; or (b) He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or High Courts in 

succession) for ten years; or (c) He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of 

the president. From the above, it is clear that the Constitution has not prescribed a 

minimum age for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

• The salaries, allowances, privileges, leave and pension of the judges of the Supreme 

Court are determined from time to time by the Parliament. They cannot be varied to 

their disadvantage after their appointment except during a financial emergency. 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding writ jurisdiction of High court 

1. The high court can issue writs to any person, authority and government only 

within its territorial jurisdiction. 

2. The High Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of the Fundamental 

Rights and not for other purposes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Article 226 of the Constitution empowers a high court to issue writs including habeas 

corpus, mandamus, certiorari, prohibition and quo-warranto for the enforcement of 

the fundamental rights of the citizens and for any other purpose. The phrase ‘for any 

other purpose’ refers to the enforcement of an ordinary legal right. The high court 

can issue writs to any person, authority and government not only within its territorial 

jurisdiction but also outside its territorial jurisdiction if the cause of action arises 

within its territorial jurisdiction. 

• There is also a difference between the writ jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and that 

of the high court. The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of the 

Fundamental Rights and not for other purposes. The high court, on the other hand, 

can issue writs not only for the enforcement of the fundamental rights but also for 

other purposes. It means that the writ jurisdiction of the high court is wider than that 
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of the Supreme Court. But the Parliament can confer on the Supreme Court, the 

power to issue writs for other purposes also. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding Gandhi Peace Prize 

1. It has been given by Prime Minister’s Office 

2. It is open to all persons regardless of nationality, creed, race or sex. 

3. The prize is not awarded posthumously. 

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Gandhi Peace Prize: 

• Instituted in the year 1995 on the occasion of the 125th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

• This annual award is given to individuals and institutions for their contributions 

towards social, economic and political transformation through non-violence and other 

Gandhian methods. 

• The award carries a cash prize of Rs 1 crore, a citation and a Plaque as well as an 

exquisite traditional handicraft/handloom item. 

• The Award for every year is selected by a Jury under the Chairmanship of the Prime 

Minister. 

• It is open to all persons regardless of nationality, creed, race or sex. 

• The prize is not awarded posthumously. 

Why in News? 

• Ministry of Culture has extended the nomination period for the Gandhi Peace Prize 

from 30th April to 15th June 2020, due to the lockdown in the wake of the Covid-19. 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding constitutional position of the Legislative 

council being unequal with Assembly 

1. A Money Bill can be introduced only in the assembly and not in the council. 

2. The final power of passing an ordinary bill also lies with the assembly. 
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3. The council has effective say in the ratification of a constitutional amendment bill. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

The constitutional position of the Legislative council 

• Unequal with Assembly 

In the following matters, the powers and status of the council are unequal to that of the 

assembly: 

• A Money Bill can be introduced only in the assembly and not in the council. 

• The council cannot amend or reject a money bill. It should return the bill to the 

assembly within 14 days, either with recommendations or without recommendations. 

• The assembly can either accept or reject all or any of the recommendation of the 

council. In both the cases, the money bill is deemed to have been passed by the two 

Houses. 

• The final power to decide whether a particular bill is a money bill or not is vested in 

the Speaker of the assembly. 

• The final power of passing an ordinary bill also lies with the assembly. At the most, the 

council can detain or delay the bill for the period of four months–three months in the 

first instance and one month in the second instance. In other words, the council is not 

even a revising body like the Rajya Sabha; it is only a dilatory chamber or an advisory 

body. 

• The council can only discuss the budget but cannot vote on the demands for grants 

(which is the exclusive privilege of the assembly). 

• The council cannot remove the council of ministers by passing a no-confidence 

motion. This is because, the council of ministers is collectively responsible only to the 

assembly. But, the council can discus and criticize the policies and activities of the 

Government. 

• When an ordinary bill, which has originated in the council and was sent to the 

assembly, is rejected by the assembly, the bill ends and becomes dead. 

• The council does not participate in the election of the president of India and 

representatives of the state in the Rajya Sabha. 
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• The council has no effective say in the ratification of a constitutional amendment bill. 

In this respect also, the will of the assembly prevails over that of the council. 

• Finally, the very existence of the council depends on the will of the assembly. The 

council can be abolished by the Parliament on the recommendation of the assembly. 

 

71. Consider the following statements regarding CHAMPIONS portal 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Science and Technology 

2. It is aimed at assisting Indian MSMEs march into big league as National and Global 

CHAMPIONS. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

CHAMPIONS portal: 

• Launched by the Union Ministry of MSME. 

• It is a Technology driven Control Room-Cum-Management Information System. 

• CHAMPIONS stands for Creation and Harmonious Application of Modern Processes 

for Increasing the Output and National Strength. 

• It utilizes modern ICT tools such as telephone, internet and video conference, and aims 

to assist Indian MSMEs to march into big league as National and Global CHAMPIONS. 

• It aims to make the smaller units big by providing them various facilities such as solving 

their grievances, encouraging, supporting, helping and hand holding. 

• The system utilising modern ICT tools is aimed at assisting Indian MSMEs march into 

big league as National and Global CHAMPIONS. 

 

72. Consider the following statements regarding Tribunals 

1. While Article 323 A contemplates establishment of tribunals for public service 

matters only, Article 323 B contemplates establishment of tribunals for certain 

other matters. 

2. While tribunals under Article 323 A can be established only by Parliament, 

tribunals under Article 323 B can be established both by Parliament and state 

legislatures. 
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3. Under Article 323 A, there is no question of hierarchy of tribunals, whereas under 

Article 323 B a hierarchy of tribunals may be created. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added a new Part XIV-A to the Constitution. This 

part is entitled as ‘Tribunals’ and consists of only two Articles–Article 323A dealing 

with administrative tribunals and Article 323 B dealing with tribunals for other 

matters. 

• Article 323 A empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of 

administrative tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to recruitment and 

conditions of service of persons appointed to public services of the Centre, the states, 

local bodies, public corporations and other public authorities. In other words, Article 

323 A enables the Parliament to take out the adjudication of disputes relating to 

service matters from the civil courts and high courts and place it before the 

administrative tribunals. 

• Under Article 323 B, the Parliament and the state legislatures are authorized to 

provide for the establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to 

the following matters: 

(a) Taxation 

(b) Foreign exchange, import and export 

(c) Industrial and labour 

(d) Land reforms 

(e) Ceiling on urban property 

(f) Elections to Parliament and state legislatures 

(g) Food stuffs 

(h) Rent and tenancy rights3 

Articles 323 A and 323 B differs in the following three aspects: 

• While Article 323 A contemplates establishment of tribunals for public service matters 

only, Article 323 B contemplates establishment of tribunals for certain other matters 

(mentioned above). 
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• While tribunals under Article 323 A can be established only by Parliament, tribunals 

under Article 323 B can be established both by Parliament and state legislatures with 

respect to matters falling within their legislative competence. 

• Under Article 323 A, only one tribunal for the Centre and one for each state or two or 

more states may be established. There is no question of hierarchy of tribunals, 

whereas under Article 323 B a hierarchy of tribunals may be created. 

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding Commonwealth of Nations 

1. It is an organization of fifty-three states that were principally below the colonial 

rule of British Government 

2. It was established in 1949 by the London Declaration. 

3. It operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member states. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Commonwealth of Nations: 

• The Commonwealth of Nations, at one time known as British Commonwealth, is an 

organisation of fifty-three states that were principally below the colonial rule of 

British Government. 

• They came into existence with the proclamation of sovereignty of the state from the 

colonial rule of British Empire and were later given self-governance. 

• The London Declaration was a declaration issued by the 1949 Commonwealth Prime 

Ministers’ Conference on the issue of India’s continued membership of the 

Commonwealth of Nations after its transition to a republican constitution.  

• It proclaims that the Commonwealth nations are “free and equal.” The insignia of this 

Commonwealth Association is Queen Elizabeth II who is considered the Supreme of 

the Commonwealth nations. 

• The member states of the commonwealth are not legally liable or bound to each 

other. They are rather united by language, history, culture, likeness of the 

democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

• Composition: intergovernmental organization of 53 member states that are mostly 

former territories of the British Empire. 
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• It operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member states. 

• Established in 1949 by the London Declaration. 

• Structure: Head of the Commonwealth — Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the 

Commonwealth. The position is symbolic. 

 

74. Consider the following statements regarding Compulsory Provisions under 73rd 

Constitutional amendment act 

1. Endowing the Gram Sabha with powers and functions at the village level. 

2. Indirect elections to the post of chairperson of panchayats at the intermediate 

and district levels. 

3. Reservation of one-third seats (both members and chairpersons) for women in 

panchayats at all the three levels. 

4. Voting rights of the chairperson and other members of a panchayat elected 

directly or indirectly. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

A. Compulsory Provisions (73rd CAA) 

• Organization of Gram Sabha in a village or group of villages. 

• Establishment of panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels. 

• Direct elections to all seats in panchayats at the village, intermediate and district 

levels. 

• Indirect elections to the post of chairperson of panchayats at the intermediate and 

district levels. 

• Voting rights of the chairperson and other members of a panchayat elected directly or 

indirectly. 

• 21 years to be the minimum age for contesting elections to panchayats. 

• Reservation of seats (both members and chairpersons) for SCs and STs in panchayats 

at all the three levels. 

• Reservation of one-third seats (both members and chairpersons) for women in 

panchayats at all the three levels. 
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• Fixing tenure of five years for panchayats at all levels and holding fresh elections 

within six months in the event of supersession of any panchayat. 

• Establishment of a State Election Commission for conducting elections to the 

panchayats. 

• Constitution of a State Finance Commission after every five years to review the 

financial position of the panchayats. 

B. Voluntary Provisions 

• Endowing the Gram Sabha with powers and functions at the village level. 

• Determining the manner of election of the chairperson of the village panchayat. 

• Giving representation to the chairpersons of the village panchayats in the 

intermediate panchayats or in the case of a state not having intermediate panchayats, 

in the district panchayats. 

• Giving representation to the chairpersons of the intermediate panchayats in the 

district panchayats. 

• Giving representation to members of the Parliament (both the Houses) and the state 

legislature (both the Houses) in the panchayats at different levels falling within their 

constituencies. 

• Providing reservation of seats (both members and chairpersons) for backward classes 

in panchayats at any level. 

• Granting powers and authority to the panchayats to enable them to function as 

institutions of self-government (in brief, making them autonomous bodies). 

• Devolution of powers and responsibilities upon panchayats to prepare plans for 

economic development and social justice; and to perform some or all of the 29 

functions listed in the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution. 

• Granting financial powers to the panchayats, that is, authorizing them to levy, 

collect and appropriate taxes, duties, tolls and fees. 

• Assigning to a panchayat the taxes, duties, tolls and fees levied and collected by the 

state government. 

• Making the grants-in-aid to the panchayats from the consolidated fund of the state. 

• Providing for constitution of funds for crediting all moneys of the panchayats. 

 

75. Energy Transition Index has been released by 

(a) International renewable energy organizations 

(b) International Energy Agency 

(c) OPEC 

(d) World Economic Forum 

 

Solution: D 
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• World Economic Forum has released its global Energy Transition index. 

About Energy Transition Index (ETI): 

• The Energy Transition Index (ETI) is a fact-based ranking intended to enable policy-

makers and businesses to plot the course for a successful energy transition. 

• The benchmarking of energy systems is carried out annually across countries. Part of 

the World Economic Forum’s Fostering Effective Energy Transition initiative, it builds 

on its predecessor, the Energy Architecture Performance Index. The ETI does not only 

benchmark countries on their current energy system performance, but also provides 

a forward‑looking lens as it measures their readiness for the energy transition. 

Performance of India: 

• India has moved up two places to rank 74th. 

• It has shown improvements on all key parameters of economic growth, energy 

security and environmental sustainability. 

• Gains have come from a government-mandated renewable energy expansion 

programme, now extended to 275 GW by 2027. 

• India has also made significant strides in energy efficiency through bulk procurement 

of LED bulbs, smart meters, and programs for labeling of appliances. 

• India is one of the few countries in the world to have made consistent year-on-year 

progress since 2015. 

• India’s improvements have come across all three dimensions of the energy triangle — 

economic development and growth, energy access and security, and environmental 

sustainability. 

 

DAY – 64 (InstaTest-64) 

 

76. Contingent Reserve Arrangement, sometime seen in the news, is a mechanism under 

(a) BRICS 

(b) International Monetary Fund 

(c) New Development Bank 

(d) Asian Investment and Infrastructure bank. 

 

Solution: A 
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The BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is a framework for the provision of 

support through liquidity and precautionary instruments in response to actual or potential 

short-term balance of payments pressures. 

It was established in 2015 by the BRICS countries Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

The legal basis is formed by the Treaty for the Establishment of a BRICS Contingent Reserve 

Arrangement, signed at Fortaleza, Brazil on 15 July 2014. It entered into force upon 

ratification by all BRICS states, announced at the 7th BRICS summit in July 2015. 

 

77. Consider the following statements regarding Assembly of Association of World Election 

Bodies (A-WEB) 

1. It is largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide. 

2. A-WEB’s vision is to foster efficiency and effectiveness in conducting free, fair, 

transparent and participative elections worldwide. 

3. The permanent secretariat of A-WEB is located at Seoul. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) is largest association of Election 

Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.  A-WEB was established on October 14, 2013 

in Song-do, South Korea. The permanent secretariat of A-WEB is located at Seoul. A-

WEB’s vision is to foster efficiency and effectiveness in conducting free, fair, 

transparent and participative elections worldwide. Its activities are guided by its 

mission to identify latest trends, challenges and developments in democratic electoral 

management and electoral processes and to facilitate appropriate exchange of 

experience and expertise among members with the objective of strengthening 

electoral democracy worldwide. 

• Election Commission of India has been very closely associated with the process of 

formation of  A-WEB since 2011-12. ECI has been its Executive Board Member since 

AWEB’s inception in October 2013 for two consecutive terms (2013-15 and 2015-17).  

At the last A-WEB General Assembly held in Bucharest on 31st August, 2017, Romania 

took over as Chair and ECI was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair of A-WEB 2017-19. 

India is all set to take over as Chair now for the 2019-21 term. 
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• At present A-WEB has 115 EMBs as Members & 20 Regional 

Associations/Organizations as Associate Members. 24 EMBs from Asia, 37 from Africa, 

31 from America, 17 from Europe &  6 from Oceania presently are members of A WEB. 

ECI will continue to remain on the Executive Board of A-WEB for   2021-23 in its 

capacity as immediate former Chair of A-WEB. 

 

78. Consider the following statements regarding Eastern Economic Forum 

1. It was established by Decree of the President of the Russian Federation in 2015. 

2. It serves as a platform for the discussion of key issues in the world economy, 

regional integration, and the development of new industrial and technological 

sectors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Eastern Economic Forum 

• India extends $1 billion line of credit for development of Russia’s Far East. 

• This was announced by PM Modi at the 5th Eastern Economic Forum. 

About the Eastern Economic Forum: 

• Established by Decree of the President of the Russian Federation in 2015. 

• It takes place each year in Vladivostok. 

• Serves as a platform for the discussion of key issues in the world economy, regional 

integration, and the development of new industrial and technological sectors, as well 

as of the global challenges facing Russia and other nations. 

• Participants: The Forum business programme includes a number of business dialogues 

with leading partner countries in the Asia-Pacific region, and with ASEAN, a key 

integration organization of dynamically developing nations in Southeast Asia. 

ABOUT THE FAR EAST: 

• The Far East is the easternmost part of Russia. 

• It borders two oceans, the Pacific and the Arctic, and five countries (China, Japan, 

Mongolia, the United States and the DPRK). 
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• The Far Eastern Federal District covers more than a third of the country’s territory. 

• RESOURCES: The Far East is rich in natural resources like diamonds, stannary, borax 

materials, 50 gold, tungsten, and fish and seafood. About 1/3 of all coal reserves and 

hydro-engineering resources of the country are here. Forests of the region comprise 

about 30% of the total forest area of Russia. 

 

79. Consider the following statements regarding Bharatmarket 

1. It is an e-commerce portal which include a nationwide participation by retailers. 

2. It is exclusively run by the traders. 

3. It will integrate capabilities of various technology companies to provide end-to-

end services in the logistics and supply chains 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Bharatmarket 

• Bharatmarket will integrate capabilities of various technology companies to provide 

end-to-end services in the logistics and supply chains from manufacturers to end 

consumers, including deliveries at home. 

• E-commerce portal will include a nationwide participation by retailers. 

• It aims to bring 95 per cent of retail traders onboard the platform, who will be the 

shareholders and the portal will be run exclusively by the traders. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/bharatmarket-cait-to-launch-e-commerce-

platform-for-retail-traders-soon/1945808/  

 

80. Consider the following statements regarding World Customs Organization (WCO) 

1. It is an independent intergovernmental body whose mission is to enhance the 

effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations. 

2. WCO and WTO are the only international organizations with competence in 

Customs matters. 

3. India is a member of this organization. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The World Customs Organization (WCO), established in 1952 as the Customs Co-

operation Council (CCC) is an independent intergovernmental body whose mission is 

to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations. 

• Today, the WCO represents 183 Customs administrations across the globe that 

collectively process approximately 98% of world trade. As the global centre of 

Customs expertise, the WCO is the only international organization with competence 

in Customs matters and can rightly call itself the voice of the international Customs 

community. 

• WCO 183 Members, three-quarters of which are developing countries, are responsible 

for managing more than 98% of world trade. 

• India is a member of this organization. 

 

81. Consider the following statements regarding Group of 77 (G-77) 

1. It was established at the end of the first session of the United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

2. The Group of 77 is the largest intergovernmental organization of developing 

countries in the United Nations. 

3. At present, the Group of 77 has 77 member nations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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• The Group of 77 (G-77) was established on 15 June 1964 by seventy-seven developing 

countries signatories of the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven Developing 

Countries” issued at the end of the first session of the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva. Beginning with the first “Ministerial 

Meeting of the Group of 77 in Algiers (Algeria) on 10 – 25 October 1967, which 

adopted the Charter of Algiers”, a permanent institutional structure gradually 

developed which led to the creation of Chapters of the Group of 77 with Liaison offices 

in Geneva (UNCTAD), Nairobi (UNEP), Paris (UNESCO), Rome (FAO/IFAD), Vienna 

(UNIDO), and the Group of 24 (G-24) in Washington, D.C. (IMF and World Bank). 

Although the members of the G-77 have increased to 134 countries, the original name 

was retained due to its historic significance. 

Aims: 

• The Group of 77 is the largest intergovernmental organization of developing 

countries in the United Nations, which provides the means for the countries of the 

South to articulate and promote their collective economic interests and enhance their 

joint negotiating capacity on all major international economic issues within the United 

Nations system, and promote South-South cooperation for development. 

Group of 77 (G-77) 

• The Group of 77 (G77) at the United Nations is a coalition of 134 developing nations, 

designed to promote its members’ collective economic interests and create an 

enhanced joint negotiating capacity in the United Nations. 

• G77 was formed on 15 June 1964 by the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven 

Countries” issued at the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD). 

• Since China participates in the G77 but does not consider itself to be a member, all 

official statements are issued in the name of The Group of 77 and China. 

• Egypt held the Chairmanship for 2018. Palestine was the chair of the group since 

January 2019 and Guyana holds the chairmanship as of 2020. 

• How is chairmanship of G77 decided? The chairmanship of the G77 is based on the 

system of geographical rotation. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Bay of Bengal Boundary Layer Experiment 

(BoBBLE) 

1. It is a joint initiative of  India-Bangladesh 

2. The project seeks to examine the impact of ocean processes in the Bay of Bengal 

(BoB) on the monsoon system. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Bay of Bengal Boundary Layer Experiment (BoBBLE) is a joint India-UK project, seeks 

to examine the impact of ocean processes in the Bay of Bengal (BoB) on the monsoon 

system. 

• It is is a project funded by Union Ministry of Earth Sciences and the Natural 

Environment Research Council of UK 

• Bay of Bengal (BoB) plays a fundamental role in controlling the weather systems that 

make up the South Asian summer monsoon system. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/04/bay-of-bengal-boundary-layer-experiment-

or-bobble/  

 

83. Consider the following statements regarding Universal Postal Union (UPU) 

1. It is the second oldest international organization worldwide. 

2. Only member countries of the United Nations may become a member of the UPU. 

3. It helps to ensure a truly universal network of up-to-date products and services. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Established in 1874, the Universal Postal Union (UPU), with its headquarters in the 

Swiss capital Berne, is the second oldest international organization worldwide. 

• With its 192 member countries, the UPU is the primary forum for cooperation 

between postal sector players. It helps to ensure a truly universal network of up-to-

date products and services. 

• In this way, the organization fulfils an advisory, mediating and liaison role, and 

provides technical assistance where needed. It sets the rules for international mail 
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exchanges and makes recommendations to stimulate growth in mail, parcel and 

financial services volumes and improve quality of service for customers. 

• Any member country of the United Nations may become a member of the UPU. 

• Any non-member country of the United Nations may become a UPU member provided 

that its request is approved by at least two-thirds of the member countries of the UPU. 

The UPU has now 192 member countries. 

• Union expenses are financed jointly by the member countries, through a contribution 

class system. Upon admission to the Union, new member countries are free to choose 

one of ten contribution classes ranging from one to 50 units. An additional 

contribution class of one-half unit is reserved for the least developed countries. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD) 

1. It was established to help build a new, post-World War era in Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

2. The EBRD is committed to furthering progress towards market-oriented 

economies and the promotion of private and entrepreneurial initiative. 

3. India has joined the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 

as a member. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) was established to 

help build a new, post-Cold War era in Central and Eastern Europe. It has since played 

a historic role and gained unique expertise in fostering change in the region and 

beyond, investing more than €140 billion in a total of over 5,600 projects. 

Commitment to the market and entrepreneurship 

• The EBRD is committed to furthering progress towards ‘market-oriented economies 

and the promotion of private and entrepreneurial initiative’. This has been its guiding 

principle since its creation at the beginning of the 1990s and, new challenges and the 

welcoming of new countries to the EBRD world notwithstanding, will continue to be 

its mission in years to come. 
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• The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) is an international 

financial institution that supports projects in over 30 countries, from eastern Europe 

to central Asia and the southern and eastern Mediterranean. 

• Investing primarily in private sector clients whose needs cannot be fully met by the 

market, the EBRD promotes entrepreneurship and fosters transition towards open 

and democratic market economies. 

• India has joined the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) as 

the 69th shareholder, paving the way for more joint investment with Indian 

companies across the EBRD’s regions. 

• The EBRD’s board of governors, which represents all existing shareholders, voted 

unanimously in favour of the country’s application in March 2018. 

How will this membership help India? 

• Membership of EBRD would enhance India’s international profile and promote its 

economic interests. 

• It will also give access to EBRD’s Countries of Operation and sector knowledge. 

• India’s investment opportunities would get a boost. 

• It would increase the scope of cooperation between India and EBRD through co-

financing opportunities in manufacturing, services, Information Technology, and 

Energy. 

• EBRD’s core operations pertain to private sector development in their countries of 

operation. 

• The membership would help India leverage the technical assistance and sectoral 

knowledge of the bank for the benefit of development of private sector. 

• This would contribute to an improved investment climate in the country. 

 

85. Consider the following statements regarding Avangard Hypersonic Intercontinental 

Ballistic Missile 

1. It is Russia’s first Avangard hypersonic intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). 

2. The Avangard missiles have a range of over 10,000 km and weigh approximately 

2,000 kg. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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• It is Russia’s first Avangard hypersonic intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). 

• Avangard hypersonic missile system that can fly 27 times the speed of sound. 

• The Avangard missiles have a range of over 6,000 km, weigh approximately 2,000 kg 

and can withstand temperatures of over 2000 degree Celsius. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-russia-avangard-missile-will-

have-us-worried-6189727/  

 

86. Consider the following statements regarding International Coffee Organization (ICO) 

1. It is the main intergovernmental organization for coffee, bringing together 

exporting and importing Governments. 

2. The ICO was set up as an independent body outside the ambit of the United 

Nations. 

3. India is an exporting member of the organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

The International Coffee Organization (ICO) is the main intergovernmental organization for 

coffee, bringing together exporting and importing Governments to tackle the challenges 

facing the world coffee sector through international cooperation. Its Member Governments 

represent 98% of world coffee production and 67% of world consumption. 

The ICO’s mission is to strengthen the global coffee sector and promote its sustainable 

expansion in a market-based environment for the betterment of all participants in the coffee 

sector. 

It makes a practical contribution to the development of a sustainable world coffee sector and 

to reducing poverty in developing countries by: 

• enabling governments and the private sector to exchange views on coffee matters, 

market conditions and trends, and coordinate policies at high-level meetings 

• developing and seeking finance for projects that benefit the world coffee economy 

• promoting coffee quality through a Coffee Quality-Improvement Programme 

• promoting market transparency by providing a wide range of statistics on the world 

coffee sector 
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• developing coffee consumption and markets for coffee through innovative market 

development activities 

• encouraging the development of strategies to enhance the capacity of local 

communities and small-scale farmers 

• promoting training and information programmes to assist the transfer of technology 

relevant to coffee 

• facilitating information on financial tools and services to assist producers 

• providing objective and comprehensive economic, technical and scientific information 

on the world coffee sector. 

The ICO was set up in London in 1963 under the auspices of the United Nations because of 

the great economic importance of coffee. It administers the International Coffee Agreement 

(ICA), an important instrument for development cooperation. The latest Agreement, the ICA 

2007, entered into force on 2 February 2011. 

India is an exporting member of the organization. 

 

87. Which of the following are the members of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)? 

1. Hong Kong 

2. Mexico 

3. India 

4. The Russian Federation 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a regional economic forum 

established in 1989 to leverage the growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. 

APEC’s 21 members aim to create greater prosperity for the people of the region by 

promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and secure growth and by 

accelerating regional economic integration. 

• APEC has 21 members. The word ‘economies’ is used to describe APEC members 

because the APEC cooperative process is predominantly concerned with trade and 

economic issues, with members engaging with one another as economic entities. 
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What Does APEC Do? 

• APEC ensures that goods, services, investment and people move easily across borders. 

Members facilitate this trade through faster customs procedures at borders; more 

favorable business climates behind the border; and aligning regulations and standards 

across the region. For example, APEC’s initiatives to synchronize regulatory systems is 

a key step to integrating the Asia-Pacific economy. A product can be more easily 

exported with just one set of common standards across all economies. 

• APEC’s 21 member economies are Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; 

People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; 

Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; The Philippines; The 

Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; 

Viet Nam.  

 

88. Consider the following statements 

1. Black rice of Meghalaya recently got GI tag status. 

2. Geographical Indication is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured 

product (handicrafts and industrial goods) originating from a definite geographical 

territory. 

3. Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to 

market similar products. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product like handicrafts and 

industrial goods originating from a definite geographical territory. 

• Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market 

similar products. 

• Black rice of Manipur (also called the Chak-Hao variety) has a deep black colour and 

is higher by weight than that of other coloured rice varieties like brown rice, etc. 

• The rice is black in colour and takes the longest cooking time of 40-45 minutes due to 

the presence of a fibrous bran layer and higher crude fibre content. 

• Gorakhpur Terracotta and Kadalai Mittai of Kovilpatti also got GI tag 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gi-tag-to-manipur-black-rice-gorakhpur-

terracotta/article31475958.ece  

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Krishi Vigyan Kendras 

1. It was setup based on the recommendation of Education Commission (1964-66). 

2. They are innovative institutions for imparting vocational training to the practicing 

farmers, school dropouts and field level extension. 

3. The first KVK, on a pilot basis, was established at Rajasthan. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

History of KVKs 

• The Education Commission (1964-66) recommended that a vigorous effort be made 

to establish specialized institutions to provide vocational education in agriculture and 

allied fields at the pre and post matriculate levels to cater the training needs of a large 

number of boys and girls coming from rural areas. The Commission, further, suggested 

that such institutions be named as ‘Agricultural Polytechnics’. The recommendation 

of the Commission was thoroughly discussed: during 1966-72 by the Ministry of 

Education, Ministry of Agriculture, Planning Commission, Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) and other allied institutions. Finally, the ICAR mooted the idea of 

establishing Krishi Vigyan Kendras (Agricultural Science Centres) as innovative 

institutions for imparting vocational training to the practicing farmers, school 

dropouts and field level extension functionaries. The ICAR Standing Committee on 

Agricultural Education, in its meeting held in August, 1973, observed that since the 

establishment of Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) was of national importance which 

would help in accelerating the agricultural production as also in improving the socio-

economic conditions of the farming community, the assistance of all related 

institutions should be taken in implementing this scheme. The ICAR, therefore, 

constituted a committee in 1973 headed by Dr. Mohan Singh Mehta of Seva Mandir, 

Udaipur (Rajasthan), for working out a detailed plan for implementing this scheme. 

The Committee submitted its report in 1974. 

• The first KVK, on a pilot basis, was established in 1974 at Puducherry (Pondicherry) 

under the administrative control of the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
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Coimbatore. At present there are 713 KVKs, out of which 498 are under State 

Agricultural Universities (SAU) and Central Agricultural University (CAU), 63 under 

ICAR Institutes, 101 under NGOs, 38 under State Governments, and the remaining 

under other educational institutions. 

Mandate of KVK 

• The mandate of KVK is Technology Assessment and Demonstration for its Application 

and Capacity Development. To implement the mandate effectively, the following 

activities are envisaged for each KVK. 

• On-farm testing to assess the location specificity of agricultural technologies under 

various farming systems. 

• Frontline demonstrations to establish production potential of technologies on the 

farmers’ fields 

• Capacity development of farmers and extension personnel to update their knowledge 

and skills on modern agricultural technologies 

• To work as Knowledge and Resource Centre of agricultural technologies for supporting 

initiatives of public, private and voluntary sectors in improving the agricultural 

economy of the district. 

• Provide farm advisories using ICT and other media means on varied subjects of interest 

to farmers. 

• In addition, KVK would produce quality technological products (seed, planting 

material, bio-agents, livestock) and make it available to farmers, organize frontline 

extension activities, identify and document selected farm innovations and converge 

with ongoing schemes and programmes within the mandate of KVK. 

 

90. Consider the following statements regarding National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) 

1. NeAC will be an independent office that will look after the work of e-Assessment 

scheme which is recently notified for faceless e-assessment for income tax payers. 

2. It would be headed by Revenue secretary. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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About National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC): 

• NeAC will be an independent office that will look after the work of e-Assessment 

scheme which is recently notified for faceless e-assessment for income tax payers. 

There would be a NeAC in Delhi to be headed by Principal Chief Commissioner of 

Income Tax (Pr.CCIT). There are 8 Regional e-Assessment Centres (ReAC) set up at 

Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata Ahmedabad, Pune, Bengaluru and Hyderabad which 

would comprise Assessment unit, Review unit, Technical unit and Verification units. 

Each ReAC will be headed by Chief Commissioner of Income Tax (CCIT). Cases for the 

specified work shall be assigned by the NeAC to different units by way of automated 

allocation systems. In view of the dynamic and all India jurisdiction of all officers of 

NeAC and ReAC, this kind of connective and collaborative effort of officers is likely to 

lead to better quality of assessments. 

 

91. Which of the following reports is/are released by International Energy Agency? 

1. Global Energy & CO2 Status Report. 

2. World Energy Outlook. 

3. World Energy Statistics. 

4. World Energy Balances. 

5. Energy Technology Perspectives. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 (a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 2, 4 and 5 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Solution: D 

 

International Energy Agency: 

• Established in 1974 as per framework of the OECD, IEA is an autonomous 

intergovernmental organisation. 

• MISSION – To ensure reliable, affordable and clean energy for its member countries 

and beyond. 

• Its mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security, economic 

development, environmental awareness and engagement worldwide 

• Headquarters (Secretariat): Paris, France. 
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Roles and functions: 

• Established in the wake of the 1973-1974 oil crisis, to help its members respond to 

major oil supply disruptions, a role it continues to fulfill today. 

• IEA’s mandate has expanded over time to include tracking and analyzing global key 

energy trends, promoting sound energy policy, and fostering multinational energy 

technology cooperation. 

Composition and eligibility: 

• It has 30 members at present. IEA family also includes eight association countries. 

• A candidate country must be a member country of the OECD. But all OECD members 

are not IEA members. 

To become member a candidate country must demonstrate that it has: 

• Crude oil and/or product reserves equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s net 

imports, to which the government has immediate access (even if it does not own them 

directly) and could be used to address disruptions to global oil supply. 

• A demand restraint programme to reduce national oil consumption by up to 10%. 

• Legislation and organisation to operate the Co-ordinated Emergency Response 

Measures (CERM) on a national basis. 

• Legislation and measures to ensure that all oil companies under its jurisdiction report 

information upon request. 

• Measures in place to ensure the capability of contributing its share of an IEA collective 

action. 

Various reports released by IEA: 

• Global Energy & CO2 Status Report. 

• World Energy Outlook. 

• World Energy Statistics. 

• World Energy Balances. 

• Energy Technology Perspectives. 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding Project ‘Mausam’ 

1. Project ‘Mausam’ is the initiative of Ministry of Tourism 

2. It is to be implemented by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) as the nodal 

agency. 

3. This project aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’–collating 

archaeological and historical research in order to document the diversity of 

cultural, commercial and religious interactions in the Indian Ocean. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Project ‘Mausam’ is the initiative of Ministry of Culture to be implemented by the 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) as the nodal agency with research support of the 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and National Museum as 

associate bodies. This project aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’–

collating archaeological and historical research in order to document the diversity of 

cultural, commercial and religious interactions in the Indian Ocean. It also aims to 

promote research on themes related to the study of Maritime Routes. Main objective 

of the project is to inscribe places and sites identified under Project Mausam as trans-

national nomination for inscription on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. 

Project Launch 

• The unique idea of this project to showcase a Transnational Mixed Route (including 

Natural and Cultural Heritage) on the World Heritage List has been well appreciated 

during the Project Launch by India at the 38th World Heritage Session at Doha, Qatar 

on 20th June, 2014. The Director General UNESCO appreciated India’s initiative in 

launching this unique project and ambassadors of several countries including China, 

UAE, Qatar, Iran, Myanmar, and Vietnam expressed great interest in this multifaceted 

cultural project. (ATTACH VIDEO) 

About the Project 

• Focusing on monsoon patterns, cultural routes and maritime landscapes, Project 

‘Mausam’ is examining key processes and phenomena that link different parts of the 

Indian Ocean littoral as well as those that connect the coastal centres to their 

hinterlands. Broadly, Project ‘Mausam’ aims to understand how the knowledge and 

manipulation of the monsoon winds has shaped interactions across the Indian 

Ocean and led to the spread of shared knowledge systems, traditions, technologies 

and ideas along maritime routes. These exchanges were facilitated by different 

coastal centres and their surrounding environs in their respective chronological and 

spatial contexts, and simultaneously had an effect on them. 

The endeavour of Project ‘Mausam’ is to position itself at two levels: 

• At the macro level, it aims to re-connect and re-establish communications between 

countries of the Indian Ocean world, which would lead to an enhanced understanding 

of cultural values and concerns; 
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• At the micro level, the focus is on understanding national cultures in their regional 

maritime milieu. 

• The Project scope falls under several themes to be explored through various UNESCO 

Culture Conventions to which the Government of India is a signatory with the Ministry 

of Culture and ASI as nodal agency. 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Sagar Vani 

1. It will serve the coastal community, especially the fishermen community with the 

advisories and alerts towards their livelihood as well as their safety at Sea. 

2. It is an initiative under Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying and 

developed by ESSO-INCOIS. 

3. The ‘Sagar Vani’ is a software platform where various dissemination modes will 

be integrated on a single central server. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Minister of Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Environment, Forests & 

Climate Change, Dr. Harshvardhan launched an app “Sagar Vani” on the occasion of 

Foundation Day of Ministry of Earth Sciences in New Delhi today. 

• ESSO-Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) under Ministry 

of Earth Sciences (MoES) provides ocean information services for the benefit of 

various user communities in the country. ESSO-INCOIS has adopted the state-of-the-

art technologies and tools available in the country for the timely dissemination of 

Ocean Information and Advisory Services that includes Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ) 

advisories, Ocean State Forecast (OSF), High Wave Alerts and Tsunami early 

warnings. 

• ESSO-INCOIS is serving about 3.17 lakhs of users directly through in-house efforts as 

well as through the partnering organizations including NGO’s and there is yet to cover. 

Hence, it is necessary to target the reach of information to the 9.27 lakh involved in 

actual fishing either full or part time. 

• Presently, the advisories are being disseminated to the stakeholders from different 

service sections and through various stakeholders and partners, which might cause 

delay in dissemination of the services. In order to effectively and timely disseminate 
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the advisories, directly from the lab to the end user, an Integrated Information 

Dissemination System (IDS) named as “SAGAR VANI” has been developed by ESSO-

INCOIS through the Industry M/s. Gaian Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

• The ‘Sagar Vani’ is a software platform where various dissemination modes will be 

integrated on a single central server. The ‘Sagar Vani’ includes Multi Lingual SMS, 

Voice Call / Audio Advisory, Mobile Apps (User / Admin modules), Social Media 

(Facebook, Twitter, etc.), Email, GTS, Fax, Digital Display Boards, Radio / Television 

broadcast units, IVRS, Cloud Channels, etc. The system also has facility to provide 

access to various stakeholders (NGOs, State Fishery Departments, Disaster 

Management Authorities, etc.) so that they too will be able to further disseminate 

these ocean information and alerts to the user community. 

• This ‘Sagar Vani’ system compares with the most advanced countries’ services in terms 

of speed of delivery, omni channel capabilities and diverseness of services. With this 

system, the services will be disseminated in local languages using advanced artificial 

intelligence and machine learning capabilities. For the first time in India, we are also 

using the power of television and cable network mediums for topical and alert 

dissemination services. 

• The ‘Sagar Vani’ will now serve the coastal community, especially the fishermen 

community with the advisories and alerts towards their livelihood as well as their 

safety at Sea. 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding ATULYA 

1. It is a biosensor that can detect the novel corona virus in saliva samples. 

2. It has been developed by the National Institute of Animal Biotechnology (NIAB). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

ATULYA: 

• It is a cost-effective solution to disintegrate corona virus. 

• This microwave steriliser can be operated in portable or fixed installations and helps 

in disintegrating the virus by differential heating in the range of 56 to 60 Celsius 

temperatures. 
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• Developed by Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (DIAT), Pune. 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Stree Swabhiman 

1. It is an initiative under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

2. Under this, Sanitary Napkin Manufacturing Units are being setup to promote 

women health and hygiene. 

3. It is conceptualized to create avenues for the rural and semi-urban women to 

become self-reliant and progress towards a healthy eco-friendly lifestyle. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It is an initiative under Ministry of Electronics & IT. 

• CSC has more than 35000 women entrepreneurs providing various G2C and B2C 

services to citizens especially in rural India. These CSCs provide digital inclusiveness 

and support in implementation of various government initiatives as digital literacy, 

financial inclusion, skill development e.t.c. CSCs has proven self sustainably rural 

enterprise providing employment to local populace CSCs now venture into a new 

social initiative “Stree Swabhiman” where Sanitary Napkin Manufacturing Units are 

being setup to promote women health and hygiene. 

• This service will provide the employment to 4-5 other women. CSC is empowering its 

women entrepreneurs to not only provide sanitary pads at their centres but also to 

educate women of their society to overcome this social taboo and encourage the 

usage of sanitary pads. It shall provide unit for manufacturing Bio-degradable, eco-

friendly sanitary pads at our units. 

Brief about the Project: 

• The project focuses on training and establishing a sanitary napkin unit for women and 

girls to promote menstrual hygiene and to support village level entrepreneurs and 

SHG groups 

• The intervention proposes to create ongoing livelihood options for 35000 women who 

will be engaged in the manufacturing process by developing their own entrepreneurial 

ventures at their CSC Centre 
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• The product (sanitary napkin) will be sold under local brand name and marketed by 

VLEs 

• The project also has a menstrual hygiene related awareness generation component 

and aims to increase usage of sanitary napkins among rural girls in schools and colleges 

by making the napkins available at the schools 

Project Initiation: 

• Stree Swabhiman Project is conceptualized to create avenues for the rural and semi-

urban women to become self-reliant and also progress towards a healthy eco-friendly 

lifestyle. CSC’s initiatives like Mini Manufacturing Unit for Sanitary Napkin Units have 

been received very well amongst numerous Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs). 

 

96. The “Lost at Home” report has been released by 

(a) International Organization for Migration 

(b) United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

(c) Refugees International 

(d) United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

 

Solution: D 

 

UNICEF “Lost at Home” report 

• UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has published a report named UN the “Lost at Home” 

report. 

Key findings: 

• Almost 33 million new displacements were recorded in 2019 — around 25 million 

were due to natural disasters and 8.5 million as consequence of conflict and violence. 

• There were 12 million new displacements of children in 2019: around 3.8 million of 

them caused by conflict and violence, and 8.2 million, due to disasters linked mostly 

to weather-related events. 

• Natural disasters resulted in more new displacements than conflict and violence. 

Almost 10 million new displacements in 2019 were recorded in East Asia and the 

Pacific (39 %) — and almost the same number in South Asia (9.5 million). 

• Coronavirus intensifying suffering: Camps or informal settlements are often 

overcrowded, and lack adequate hygiene and health services. Physical distancing is 

often not possible, creating conditions that are highly conducive to the spread of 

disease. 

• Risks internally displaced children face include child labour, child marriage, trafficking. 
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• The largest number of internally displaced children due to conflict are found in the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) and sub-Saharan Africa. Internally displaced 

persons are concentrated in two regions — the Middle East and North Africa and West 

and Central Africa. 

India and neighbours: 

• More than five million people were internally displaced in India due to natural 

disasters, conflict and violence in 2019, constituting the highest number of new 

internal displacements in the world during the period followed by the Philippines, 

Bangladesh and China. 

• India, the Philippines, Bangladesh and China accounted for 69% of global disaster-

induced displacements. 

• These were overwhelmingly caused by extreme conditions created by dangerous 

storms and floods. 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding initiative for Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) 

1. MSME SAMADHAAN Portal- for empowering micro and small entrepreneurs 

across the country to directly register their cases relating to delayed payments. 

2. MSME SAMBANDH Portal- to help in monitoring the implementation of public 

procurement policy for micro and small enterprises. 

3. MSME SAMPARK Portal – A digital platform wherein jobseekers and recruiters get 

connected. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

In order to promote the Ease of Doing Business, the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) has introduced various initiatives including online filing of Udyog Aadhaar 

Memorandum (UAM). The Ministry has also taken the following steps: 

• MSME SAMADHAAN Portal- for empowering micro and small entrepreneurs across 

the country to directly register their cases relating to delayed payments. 
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• MSME SAMBANDH Portal- to help in monitoring the implementation of public 

procurement policy for micro and small enterprises. 

• MSME SAMPARK Portal – A digital platform wherein jobseekers (passed out 

trainees/students of MSME Technology Centres) and recruiters get connected. 

• Digital Payments- to pass on the benefits of the schemes of Ministry of MSME through 

digital payment gateway. 

 

98. Consider the following statements regarding Rohtang Pass 

1. It is located in Uttarakhand 

2. It is present on the Pir Panjal Range of Himalayas. 

3. It connects the Kullu Valley with Lahaul and Spiti Valleys 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Rohtang Pass: 

• It is located in the state of Himachal Pradesh. 

• It is a high mountain pass on the eastern PirPanjal Range of the Himalayas around 51 

km (32 mi) from Manali. 

• It connects the Kullu Valley with the Lahaul and Spiti Valleys of Himachal Pradesh, 

Manali-Leh Highway, a part of NH 21, transverses Rohtang Pass. 

• River Ravi rises west of the Rohtang pass in the Kullu Hills. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  92 Insights IAS 

 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Mission Satyanishtha 

1. It is organized by Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. 

2. It is a first of its kind event held by any government organization to organize a 

programme on Ethics in Public Governance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: B 

 

In first of its kind event held by any government organization, the Indian Railways organized 

a programme on Ethics in Public Governance and Launched “Mission Satyanishtha” at a 

daylong event held at National Rail Museum, New Delhi, on 27.07.2018. 

The issue of Ethics, Integrity and probity in public life have been a matter of concern all over 

the government sector. In this context it is also extremely important that all railway servants 

adhere to impeccable conduct and integrity at all times. “Mission Satyanishtha” launched on 

27th July 2018 aims at sensitizing all railway employees about the need to adhere to good 

ethics and to maintain high standards of integrity at work. Talks and Lectures on the subject 

are being organized all over the Indian Railways today for this purpose.  The objectives of the 

Mission are: 

• To train every employee to understand the need and value of ethics in Personal and 

Public life. 

• To deal with ethical dilemmas in life and Public Governance. 

• To help understand the policies of Indian Railways on ethics and integrity and the 

employee’s role in upholding the same. 

• To develop inner governance through tapping inner resources. 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) 

1. Their term is 5 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

2. It submits its report to the President of India. 

3. The Central Vigilance Commissioner can be removed from his office only by order 

of the Parliament on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC): 

• Sanjay Kothari appointed as Central Vigilance Commissioner by President. 
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About CVC: 

• It is the apex vigilance institution created via executive resolution (based on the 

recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was conferred with statutory 

status in 2003. 

• It submits its report to the President of India. 

• The Commission was set up on the recommendation of the K. Santhanam Committee 

on Prevention of Corruption. 

• Composition: Consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance 

commissioners. 

• Appointment: They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations 

of a committee consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the 

Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no LoP then the leader of the single largest 

Opposition party in the Lok Sabha). 

• Term: Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

• Removal: The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be 

removed from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved 

misbehavior or incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the 

President, has, on inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any 

Vigilance Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com   INSIGHTS IAS 

INSTA STORIES   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsonindia.com   INSIGHTS IAS 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

	DAY – 61 (InstaTest-61)
	DAY – 62 (InstaTest-62)
	DAY – 63 (InstaTest-63)
	DAY – 64 (InstaTest-64)

