
 

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM WWW.INSIGHTSACTIVELEARN.COM 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

INSTA STATIC QUIZ 
QUESTIONS 

 
 
 

 
 

MAY 2020 
 
 

 
 



 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                            1                                                                          InsightsIAS  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM WWW.INSIGHTSACTIVELEARN.COM 
 

Table of Contents 

1. POLITY ............................................................................................................................................... 1 

2. GEOGRAPHY ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

3. ECONOMY ......................................................................................................................................... 9 

4. ART AND CULTURE ........................................................................................................................... 12 

5. HISTORY........................................................................................................................................... 15 

6. ENVIRONMENT ................................................................................................................................ 18 

  



 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                            1                                                                          InsightsIAS 

1. Polity 
 
1) The Indian constitution is a written one unlike in 
some of the other democracies. What does it imply? 

1. The form of government in India has been 
codified in the constitution to reduce 
political and administrative conflicts. 
2. All the laws made by Parliament are to be 
written down as a part of the constitution. 
3. Only because of a written constitution, 
citizens are able to enjoy fundamental 
rights. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1 only 

 
2) Consider the following statements about Speaker 
Pro Tem 
 1. The President appoints a member of the 
Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem. 
 2. The constitution mentions no oath to the 
office of Speaker Pro Tem. 
 3. The Speaker Pro Tem has limited powers 
to that of the Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
3) Which of the following are devices of direct 
democracy?  

1. Citizen’s Initiative  
2. Referendum  
3. Recall  
4. Plebiscite 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Article 341 of the Constitution provides 
certain privileges and concessions to the members 
of Scheduled Castes. 

2. President alone is vested with the power 
to include or exclude any entry in the Scheduled 
Castes (SC) list. 
 3. There is provision for the reservation of 
Scheduled Castes both in the Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Star 
campaigner. 
 1. Only a recognised political party can have 
a Star campaigner. 
 2. The list of star campaigners has to be 
communicated to the Chief Electoral Officer and 
Election Commission within a week from the date of 
notification of an election. 
 3. Only President can remove the leaders 
from the political party’s list of star campaigners. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
6) Which of the following statements is/are incorrect 
regarding Judicial Review?  

1. Indian Constitution confers the power of 
judicial review to Supreme Court only.  
2. The purpose of the judicial review is to 
review constitutional amendments only.  
3. Judicial review is not a part of the basic 
structure of the constitution.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) None of the above 

 
7) The committees which examined the Centre-State 
Relations are: 
 1. Sarkaria Commission 
 2. L M Singhvi Committee 
 3. Rajamannar Committee 
 4. M M Punchhi Commission 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
8) Match these schedules of Constitution to what 
they contain.  

1. First Schedule – List of names of All States 
and Union Territories  
2. Second Schedule – Powers of President, 
Governor and Judges  
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3. Fourth Schedule – Allocation of seats in 
Rajya Sabha  
4. Seventh Schedule – Division of powers 
between Legislative, Executive and Judiciary  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 4  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

9) Consider the following statements regarding 
North Eastern Council (NEC). 
 1. NEC established by an Act of Parliament is 
the nodal agency for the economic and social 
development of the North Eastern Region. 
 2. Minister of Development of NER is the ex-
officio Chairman of North Eastern Council. 
 3. Initially Sikkim was not the part of North 
Eastern Council and was added to the council in the 
year 2002. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding the 
role and functions of a Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 
 1. Speaker is a quasi-judicial body 
 2. Ultimate interpreter and arbiter of those 
provisions which relate to the functioning of the 
House.  
 3. Sole representative of the House in the 
international arena. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
11) Which Act enabled the Governor General to 
associate representatives of the Indian People with 
the work of legislation by nominating them to his 
expanded council?  

a) Government of India Act, 1858  
b) Indian Councils Act, 1861 
c) Indian Councils Act, 1892  
d) Government of India Act, 1935  

 
12) Consider the following statements regarding the 
procedure for Impeachment of President of India. 
 1. The President in India can be removed on 
grounds of treason, bribery, high crimes or 
misdemeanour. 

 2. The charges of impeachment can be 
initiated in either house of the Parliament.  
 3. Till now the impeachment proceeding has 
been passed only once by the parliament.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 9th 
schedule of the Indian constitution. 
 1. The Ninth Schedule was added to the 
Constitution by the First Amendment in 1951. 

2. The Supreme court in I R Coelho case 
upheld the authority of judiciary to review any such 
laws that damage the basic structure even if they 
have been put in 9th Schedule after 24th April, 1973. 

3. The Supreme Court laid down dual test to 
examine the validity of a law placed in the Ninth 
Schedule, i.e; Whether it violates any fundamental 
right and if yes whether the violation also damages 
or destroys the basic structure. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
14) Consider the following statements regarding 
Anti-Defection Law 
 1. The Tenth Schedule was inserted in The 
Constitution (Forty-second amendment) Act, 1976. 
 2. A legislator defying the party whip on any 
issue can lose his membership of the House.  
 3. The law applies to both Parliament and 
state assemblies. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
15) Which of the following ensures that the principle 
of federalism is upheld in the Indian polity?  

1. Any change to the constitution that 
affects the power of the states must be 
ratified by a majority of state assemblies.  
2. The Judiciary plays an important role in 
overseeing the implementation and 
amendment of constitutional provisions.  
3. Union Territories (UTs) are administered 
by the Centre.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
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b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
16) Consider the following statements with regard to 
the President of India. 

1. The President does not exercise his/her 
discretion on the advice given by the Council 
of Ministers. 
2. All members of the Legislative Assemblies 
and both the Houses of the Parliament take 
part in electing the President. 
3. The President’s ordinance making power 
is not a discretionary power. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

b) 1, 3 
c) 3 only 
d) 2, 3 

 
17) Consider the following statements regarding 
Anti-Defection Law. 
 1. The law allows a party to merge with or 
into another party provided that at least one-third of 
its legislators are in favour of the merger. 
 2. The law does not specify a time-period for 
the Presiding Officer to decide on a disqualification 
plea.  
 3. Courts can intervene only after the 
Presiding Officer has decided on the matter of 
disqualification. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding 
Privilege motion. 
 1. Parliamentary privileges are certain rights 
and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, 
individually and collectively, so that they can 
effectively discharge their functions.  
 2. A notice is moved in the form of a motion 
by any member of either House against those being 
held guilty of breach of privilege.  
 3. The leader of the house is the first level of 
scrutiny of a privilege motion. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 

19) Which of the following schedules of the 
Constitution have a bearing on the governance of 
tribals in India? 

1. Fifth schedule 
2. Sixth Schedule 
3. Seventh Schedule 
4. Tenth Schedule 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
20) Consider the following statements with 
reference to the Preamble of the Constitution? 

1. Taking inspiration from the American 
model, India has chosen to begin its 
constitution with a preamble. 
2. Values that inspired and guided the 
freedom struggle are embedded in the 
Preamble of the Indian Constitution. 
3. It is the soul of the Indian Constitution. 
4. It provides a standard to examine and 
evaluate any law and action of government. 

Which of the above statement is/are correct? 
a) 2, 4  
b) 2, 3 
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
21) Consider the following statements regarding 
Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI). 
 1. OCI Scheme was introduced by The 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 1955. 
 2. OCI cardholders have no right to vote, no 
right to hold constitutional offices, and no right to 
buy agricultural properties. 
 3. Recently the Government held that OCI 
card holders enjoy fundamental rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution, including the right to freedom of 
speech and expression. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
22) According to Article 12 of the Constitution of 
India, the term ‘State’ denotes 
 1. Government and Parliament of India 
 2. Government and the Legislature of each 
of the States 
 3. All local or other authorities within the 
territory of India or under the control of the 
Government of India. 
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 4. United Nations 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
23) Which of the following does not find mention in 
the Preamble of India’s Constitution? 

1. Social justice 
2. Liberty of worship 
3. Equality of status 
4. Liberty of religion 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2 Only 
b) 3 Only 
c) 2, 4  
d) 4 Only 
 

24) Consider the following statements.  
1. National emergency can be declared even 
if security of India is not in threat, but there 
is a case of imminent danger.  
2. The operation of National Emergency 
always applies to the whole of Indian 
Territory.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
25) Consider the following statements regarding 
Uniform Civil Code. 
 1. A Uniform Civil Code is one that would 
provide for one law for the entire country, applicable 
to all religious communities in their personal matters 
such as marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption. 
 2. Article 44 of the Constitution lays down 
that it shall be the obligation of the state to secure a 
Uniform Civil Code for the citizens throughout the 
territory of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding 
Conservation Agriculture (CA). 
 1. Conservation Agriculture (CA) is a farming 
system that can prevent losses of arable land while 
regenerating degraded lands.  
 2. External inputs such as agrochemicals are 
not applied so that it does not disrupt the biological 
processes. 
 3. It includes crop-livestock integration and 
the integration of trees and pastures into 
agricultural landscapes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Wheat Cultivation in India. 
 1. Wheat can be grown in the tropical and 
sub-tropical zones and it cannot tolerate severe cold 
and snow. 
 2. Soils with a clay loam or loam texture and 
moderate water holding capacity are ideal for wheat 
cultivation. 
 3. Punjab is the largest Wheat producing 
state of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Tidal currents are  

a) Tides which are channelled between 
islands, bays and estuaries.  
b) Combination of tides and ocean current 
moving together.  
c) Deep water ocean currents associated 
with neap tides.  
d) Strong tides which has high potential to 
extract tidal energy.  

 
4) Consider the following statements:  

1. Area of Pacific Ocean is almost equal to 
area of all other oceans combined.  
2. More diversity of landforms can be 
observed in oceans than continents.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
5) Which of the following is true about Profundal 
zone? 

a) It is a deep zone of inland body of free-
standing water, located below the range of 
effective light penetration. 
b) It is a deep zone of the sea located below 
the range of effective light penetration. 
c) It is upper zone of inland body of free-
standing water 
d) None of the above. 

 
6) Earth’s surface temperature is largely influenced 
by insolation. Which of the following factors 
influence the insolation?  

1. Rotation of earth  
2. Angle of inclination of sun rays  
3. Length of the day  
4. Transparency of the atmosphere 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3  

 
7) Which of the following rivers flows through 
Kaziranga National Park. 
 1. Brahmaputra 
 2. Diphlu 
 3. Dharla 
 4. Mora Diphlu 
 5. Rangpo 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4  
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Jet 
Streams. 
 1. Jet streams are narrow bands of strong 
winds that flow over thousands of kilometres 
predominantly from east to west. 
 2. Major jet streams are found near the 
upper levels of the atmosphere, around 9 to 16 km 
from the earth’s surface. 
 3. In India, the Tropical jet stream influences 
the formation and duration of the summer 
monsoon. 
 4. Jet streams aid in the faster travelling of 
Aircrafts. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
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 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
9) Equatorial counter-currents are unique because 

a) They flow in a direction opposite to that 
of the surface winds 
b) They circulate from equator the poles 
uninterrupted. 
c) Their travel speed is not affected by the 
ocean depth. 
d) They are the only current to be 
sandwiched between two eastward-flowing 
ocean currents. 

 
10) Consider the following statements regarding 
Coffee Production in India. 
 1. Coffee is grown in three regions of India 
with Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu forming the 
traditional coffee growing region. 
 2. Karnataka accounts for around 90% of 
Coffee production in India. 
 3. India is not among the top five coffee 
producing countries in the world. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 2, 3 
 
11) The same face of the Moon is always presented 
to the Earth. Why?  
  a) Revolution period of the moon is equal to 
the rotation period of the Earth.  
              b) Moon doesn’t rotate around its own axis 
and remains stationary.  
              c) Moon revolves around the Earth at the 
same speed as it rotates around its own axis.  

d) Both Moon and Earth has same rotational 
speed.  
 
 
12) Consider the following pairs: 
  Pass   State 
 1. Banihal Pass  Himachal Pradesh 
 2. Niti Pass  Uttarakhand 
 3. Jelepla Pass  Jammu and Kashmir 
 4. Bom Di La  Arunachal Pradesh 
 5. Bara Lacha La  Sikkim 
Which of the above are incorrectly matched? 
 a) 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 3, 5 
 

13) Consider the following statements regarding 
ocean currents  

1. Ocean currents assist in maintaining the 
earth’s heat balance.  
2. Ocean currents are set in motion primarily 
by prevailing winds.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Surface current constitute more than the 
deep-water currents. 
 2. Cold currents are usually found in the 
west coast in the higher latitudes in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 
 3. Warm currents are found on the east 
coast of continents in the low and middle latitudes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
15) The California Ocean current, which flows along 
the west coast of North America, is a 
 a) Cold current, flowing north 
 b) Cold current, flowing south 
 c) Warm current, flowing south 
 d) Warm current, flowing north 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding 
Polar vortex. 

1. The polar vortex is a large area of high 
pressure and cold air surrounding the Earth's 
North and South poles. 
2. The polar vortex spins in the 
stratosphere.  
3. During winter in the Northern 
Hemisphere, the polar vortex will become 
less stable, sending cold Arctic air southward 
over the United States. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
17) Consider the following statements: 
 1. These are the most widespread forests in 
India 
 2. They spread over regions which receive 
rainfall between 70-200 cm 
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 3. These forests are also found in the north-
eastern states along the foothills of Himalayas 
The above statements are related to: 
 a) Semi Evergreen forests 
 b) Tropical Deciduous Forests 
 c) Tropical Thorn forests 
 d) Montane forests  
 
18) Which of the following rivers originate from 
Mount Kailash? 
 1. Indus 
 2. Brahmaputra 
 3. Karnali 
 4. Sutlej 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
19) Consider the following statements. 
 1. During the day time the intensity of tides 
is always uniform along the coastline. 
 2. The position of both the sun and the 
moon in relation to the earth has direct bearing on 
tide height. 
 3. Neap tides occur when the sun, the moon 
and the earth are in a straight line. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
20) Tidal currents are 

a) Tides which are channeled between 
islands, bays and estuaries.     
b) Combination of tides and ocean current 
moving together. 
c) Deep water ocean currents associated 
with neap tides. 
d) Strong tides which has high potential to 
extract tidal energy. 

 
21) Consider the following statements regarding 
Siachen Glacier. 
 1. The Siachen Glacier is located in the 
Karakoram range in the Western Himalayas. 
 2. The glacier is the source of Nubra River, 
which is a tributary of Shyok river. 
 3. The region is home to rare species 
including snow leopard, brown bear and ibex. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 

 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding 
Sarayu River. 
 1. Sarayu River originates from Gangotri 
Glacier in the Himalayas. 

2. Ayodhya is situated on the banks of this 
river. 
 3. This river is of ancient significance, finding 
mentions in the Vedas and the Ramayana. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 
23) Sea water temperature is relatively higher in 
northern hemisphere as compared to southern 
hemisphere, because  

a) Northern hemisphere receives high 
insolation as compared to southern 
hemisphere due to tilting of earth.  
b) Ocean in northern hemisphere receive 
more heat due to their contact with larger 
extent of land than the oceans in the 
southern hemisphere.  
c) Ocean currents are strong in northern 
hemisphere which maintain high 
temperature compared to southern 
hemisphere.  
d) Ocean salinity is higher in Northern 
hemisphere than southern hemisphere.  

 
24) Consider the following pairs: 
 Ocean Current   Region 
 1. Oyashio  Indian Ocean 
 2. Benguela  North Atlantic 
Ocean 
 3. Peruvian  Pacific Ocean 
Which of the above is correctly matched?  

a) 1, 2  
b) 2 only  
c) 3 only  
d) None  

 
25) Consider the following statements about ocean 
salinity. 

1. In oceans, sodium chloride alone 
constitutes 95% of ocean salts. 
2. The salinity of water in the surface layer of 
oceans depend both on evaporation and 
precipitation. 
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3. Ocean currents do not cause salinity 
variations. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 3 only 
d) None 
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3. Economy 
 
1) The general rise in Gini Coefficient may indicate 

a) Government policies are not inclusive and 
benefitting rich more than poor. 
b) Increasing foreign exchange reserves due 
to high export potential. 
c) Budget surplus in consecutive financial 
years. 
d) Government policies are inclusive and 
benefitting the disadvantaged groups. 

 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
“crowding out" effect. 
 1. Crowding out effect refers to how 
increased government spending, for which it must 
borrow more money, tends to reduce private 
spending.  
 2. This also impacts interest rates in the 
economy. 
 3. A high magnitude of the crowding out 
effect may even lead to lesser income in the 
economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following statements about RBI 
Board. 
 1. The RBI Board is a body comprising 
officials from both the central bank and the 
Government of India. 
 2. The Board recommends to the 
government the design, form and material of bank 
notes and also when and where they can serve as 
legal tender. 
 3. The Central government cannot 
supersede the RBI Board and issue directions to the 
central bank. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
4) In the Balance of Payments (BOP), the balance of 
current account includes 
 1. Balance of trade 
 2. Balance of services and remittances 

3. Investment and borrowing 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
5) Sustained high revenue deficit in the Union 
budget can lead to gradual weakening of the rupee 
because 

1. The confidence of foreign investors in the 
economy reduces. 
2. Injection of high liquidity for consumption 
purposes may inflate prices rendering our 
exports uncompetitive. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. When the value of the currency is made 
cheaper by the central bank it is called devaluation 
of the currency, and when the market forces bring 
down the value of the currency due to falling 
demand it is called depreciation of the currency. 
 2. In the Balance of Payments, the 
movements of money without exchange for goods 
or services and charities are part of Capital account. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
7) Buoyancy of tax refers to: 
 a) Relationship between the changes in 
government’s tax revenue growth and the changes 
in Inflation. 

b) Relationship between the changes in 
government’s tax revenue growth and the changes 
in GDP. 

c) Relationship between the changes in 
government’s tax revenue growth and the changes 
in Investment. 

d) Relationship between the changes in 
government’s tax revenue growth and the changes 
in demand. 
 
8) The real exchange rate (RER) is often taken as a 
measure of a country’s international 
competitiveness because 

1. It is not subject to depreciation by 
destabilizing speculation. 
2. It takes into account purchasing power of 
nations involved. 
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3. It is fixed by an agreement between the 
Central banks involved. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 2 only 

 
9) In the managed exchange rate system, what are 
the ways in which the exchange rate can be affected 
by the Government or Central Bank?  

1. Buying or Selling Foreign Currencies  
2. Raising the caps on Foreign Direct 
Investment  
3. Raising Interest rates on Foreign Currency 
bank accounts  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
10) Consider the following statements regarding 
Corporate bonds. 
 1. Corporate bonds are debt securities 
issued only by private corporations. 
 2. Corporate bond does not have an 
ownership interest in the issuing company, unlike 
when one purchases the company's equity stock. 
 3. In India, financing of infrastructure 
projects such as roads, ports, and airports is 
higher through corporate bond market compared to 
bank loans and Government finance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
11) Exchange rate is the price of one currency in 
terms of another currency. The exchange rate 
depends upon  
 1. Inflation 
 2. Interest rates in the country and global 
majors like USA 
 3. International commodity prices 
 4. Political stability 
 5. Forex reserves with RBI 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 

12) Consider the following statements regarding 
Current Account Deficit (CAD). 
 1. A current account deficit indicates that a 
country is importing more than it is exporting. 

2. Both government and private payments 
are included in the calculation of CAD. 
 3. CAD is always bad for the country and its 
economy as it drains the country’s forex reserves. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
13) Which of the following steps can be taken by the 
RBI and the government to stabilise the currency 
markets. 
 1. Increasing the limit for outbound 
investment and remittances from India. 
 2. Using local currency for trade with major 
trading partners. 
 3. Liberalisation of FDI norms 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) Which of the following developments may not 
likely reduce the fiscal deficit? 
 1. Increasing Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
 2. Providing budgetary support to public 
sector enterprises  
 3. Waiving off farm loans. 
 4. Austerity measures should be adopted. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 4 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
15) If a country is consistently running a negative 
trade balance, which of the following is necessarily 
implied? 

1. The nation is economically a developing 
country. 

2. The nation’s currency is weak as 
compared to Dollar, which is the international 
reserve currency. 

3. There is little or no demand for the 
country’s exports in international market. 

4. The nation is grappling with high inflation 
and low growth. 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 2, 3  
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b) 1, 4  
c) 1, 3, 4  
d) None of the above 

 
16) Internationalization of Rupee would mean 
 1. Paying in rupees both for imports and 
exports 
 2. Repaying in rupees for the bonds issued 
globally 
 3. Accumulating Indian rupee as a reserve 
currency all over the world by the central banks 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
17) Which of the following is not an example of a 
trade barrier? 

a) Allowing only a fixed number of 
commodities to be exported or imported 
irrespective of supply-demand situations 
b) Capping foreign direct investment in 
sensitive sectors 
c) Imposing unreasonable standards on 
quality of imports 
d) Tax on imports 

 
18) A negative trade balance with a large current 
account deficit (CAD) can have which of the 
following consequences for India?  

1. High inflation in the economy  
2. Depreciation of the domestic currency  
3. Pulling out of FII from the economy  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 2, 3 

 
19) The Capital account in the external sector 
consists of 

1. External assistance 
2. External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) 
3. Short-term debt 
4. NRI deposit 
5. Invisibles 
6. Portfolio investment 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) All except 2, 5 and 6 
b) All except 3 and 4 
c) All except 1 and 6 
d) All except 5 

 

20) Which of the following can aid furthering the 
government’s objective of Financial Inclusion? 

1. Financial advice to the disadvantaged 
groups 
2. Affordable payment and remittance 
services 
3. Disbursal of interest free loans to 
economically weaker section 
4. Promoting savings by opening zero 
balance bank account. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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4. Art and Culture 
 
1) Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which means "the 
world is one family", originally appears in 
 a) Aitareya Upanishad 
 b) Mundaka Upanishad 
 c) Katha Upanishad 
 d) Maha Upanishad 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding 
Pattachitra. 
 1. Pattachitra style of painting is one of the 
oldest art forms of West Bengal. 
 2. It is a painting done on canvas, and is 
manifested by rich colourful application, creative 
motifs and designs. 
 3. Some of the popular themes represented 
through this art form are Thia Badhia, Krishna Lila 
and Dasabatara Patti. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding 
Bhaona. 
 1. Bhaona is a traditional form of 
entertainment, always with religious messages, 
prevalent is Assam. 
 2. It is a creation of Mahapurusha 
Sankardeva. 
 3. These plays are popularly known as 
Ankiya Nats. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
4) Consider the following statements about 
Hathigumpha Inscription. 

1. It was inscribed by King Kharavela during 
2nd century BCE. 
2. It was written in Prakrit language. 
3. It is also known as Maski Inscription. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 

b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 2 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
5) Consider the following statements about the 
Gupta rule in India: 

1. The Prayaga Prashasti (also known as the 
Allahabad Pillar Inscription) was composed 
by Harisena. 
2. Banabhatta, was the court poet of 
Samudragupta. 
3. The Prayaga Prashasti was composed in 
praise of SamudraGupta. 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 2 only 

 
6) Consider the following matches of Buddhist 
Monasteries with their locations. 
 1. Tabo Monastery: Located in a Valley of 
Northern India  
 2. Kardang Monastery: Most populated 
monastery in Southern India    
 3. Rumtek Monastery: Largest in Himachal 
Pradesh  
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 1 only 
d) 2 only 

 
7) Existence of Kingdoms in ancient South India is 
known by 

1. Ashokan inscriptions 
2. Hathikumbha inscription 
3. Megasthenes writings 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 

8) Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 
 1. Gatka: Ancient martial art from Punjab 
 2. Kalaripayattu: Martial art form that 
originated in Kerala 
 3. Yakshagana: Traditional theatre form of 
Madhya Pradesh 
 4. Mallakhamba: Traditional state sport of 
Karnataka 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding 
Stone Chariot at Hampi. 
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 1. The chariot is a shrine dedicated to 
Garuda, built inside the Vittala Temple Complex. 
 2. The chariot was built by King 
Krishnadevaraya of the Vijayanagara Empire. 
 3. It is internationally recognized as a world 
heritage site by the UNESCO. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d)1, 2, 3 
 
10) Abhinaya Darpana, a famous treatise on dance is 
written by? 

a) Bharata Muni 
b) Nandikeshwara 
c) Kalidasa 
d) Bhasa 

 
11) Sangam literature chiefly consist of  
 1. Tolkappiyam 
 2. Ettuthokai 
 3. Pathuppattu 
 4. Atthakatha 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 
12) Tolkappiyam, the Sangam literature refers to 
four castes. Accordingly, Vanigars were 
 a) Ruling Class 
 b) Priests 
 c) Traders 
 d) Agriculturalists 
 
13) Who among the following is considered as the 
Trinity of Carnatic music 
 1. Purandara Dāsa 
 2. Tyagaraja 
 3. Kanakadasa 
 4. Muthuswami Dikshitar 
 5. Syama Sastri 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2, 3, 5 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 4, 5 
 
14) Vishnu as Narasimha, the man-lion, a work of 
the Rashtrakuta period, has been shown in 

a) Ajanta caves 
b) Ellora caves 

c) Karla caves 
d) Kailasha caves 

 
15) With reference to the Dhamek stupa at Sarnath, 
consider the following statements: 

1. It belongs to the Gupta age 
2. This Stupa is said to mark the spot where 
the Buddha gave the first sermon to his first 
five brahmin disciples after attaining 
enlightenment 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
16) Consider the following statements about 
Samkhya School of philosophy. 

1. This is the oldest school of philosophy 
and was founded by sage Kapila. 

2. This school developed the atomic 
theory, i.e. all material objects are made 
of atoms. 

3. They argued that salvation could be 
attained through the acquisition of 
knowledge. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2 

 
17) The play, Mudrarakshasa was written by 

a) Sudraka 
b) Bhavabhuti 
c) Harshavardhana 
d) Vishakhadutta 
 

18) Consider the following statements. 
1. They patronized Buddhism and 
Brahmanism. 
2. Their architecture in Nagarjunakonda is 
notable. 
3. They revived the performance of 
asvamedha and rajasuya sacrifices thus 
pushing Brahmanism. 
4. They patronized the Prakrit language and 
literature. 

The above statements refer to? 
a) Cholas 
b) Satvahanas 
c) Cheras 
d) Pandyas 
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19) Consider the following statements regarding 
Chausath Yogini Temple. 
 1. The uniqueness of this temple is its 
circular shape that is popularly believed to have 
inspired the design of the Indian Parliament. 
 2. The temple is located in Madhya Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 

1. It is the folk dance performed by the 
women in Rajasthan. 
2. The costumes and dance movement are 
similar to that of the serpents. 
3. The UNESCO has inscribed this dance in 
the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2010. 

The above statements refer to which folk dance? 
a) Ghoomar 
b) Chhau 
c) Garba 
d) Kalbelia 
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5. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding 
Vakataka dynasty. 
 1. Vakataka dynasty ruled parts of Central 
and South India between the third and fifth 
centuries. 
 2. Prabhavatigupta was the chief queen of 
Vakataka dynasty. 
 3. Vakataka people traded with Iran and 
beyond through the Mediterranean Sea. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) With reference to the Carnatic Wars, consider the 
following statements: 
  1. Under the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Madras was restored to the French. 
  2. The battle of Wandiwash ended the 
French threat to British in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
  a) 1 only 
  b) 2 only 
  c) Both 1 and 2 
  d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. He was given the title Lion of Punjab. 
 2. He was known for his just and secular 
rule. 

3. He turned Harimandir Sahib at Amritsar 
into the Golden Temple by covering it with gold. 
The above statements are related to which 
personality? 
 a) Banda Singh Bahadur 
 b) Amarinder Singh 
 c) Maharaja Kharak Singh 
 d) Ranjit Singh 
 
4) All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) was 
founded by which of the following personalities? 

1. Lala Lajpat Rai 
2. Joseph Baptista 
3. N. M. Joshi 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 

5) Privy Purse in India was abolished during the term 
of 
 a) Jawaharlal Nehru 
 b) Morarji Desai 
 c) Rajiv Gandhi 
 d) Indira Gandhi 
 
6) With reference to the economic history of 
medieval India, the term ‘Araghatta’ refers to 

a) Bonded labour 
b) Land grants made to military officers 
c) Waterwheel used in the irrigation of land 
d) Wasteland and converted to cultivated 
land 

 
7) Akbar ordered one of his close friends and 
courtiers, Abul Fazl to write Akkbar Nama, a work of 
three volumes. The volumes deal with 
 1. Akbar’s ancestors 
 2. Evolution of administrative setup in Indian 
subcontinent 
 3. Geography of India 
 4. Events of Akbar’s reign 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 4  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4   

 
8) Consider the following statements regarding 
Portuguese in India. 
 1. The Portuguese were the first Europeans 
to come to India and were also the last to leave 
India. 
 2. The Portuguese discovery of the sea route 
to India was the first recorded trip made directly 
from Europe to India. 
 3. The Portuguese were quite tolerant 
towards all religions in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
9) Which of the following organisations were formed 
by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar? 

1. Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha 
2. All-India Depressed Classes League 
3. Harijan Sevak Sangh 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
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10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. She is regarded as the first female teacher 
of India. 
 2. She along with her husband recognised 
that education was one of the central planks through 
which women and the depressed classes could 
become empowered. 
 3. She was associated with Satyashodhak 
Samaj. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Savitribai Phule 
 b) Kadambini Ganguly 
 c) Sarojini Naidu  
 d) Usha Mehta 
 
11) ‘Silsilahs’ in the medieval Indian history refers to 

a) Different schools within Din-i-Ilahi, a 
syncretic religion established by Emperor 
Akbar. 
b) Resting places for traders established by 
Shershah Suri on the highways. 
c) Different orders within Sufism. 
d) Tombs of the Sufi saints, which were 
present in different parts of India. 
 

12) Satnami movement in central India was 
associated with 

a) Create awakening among the peasantry 
against the European planters.  
b) Struggle against the Hindu landlords. 
c) Reaction against the outsiders, particularly 
landlords, police and moneylenders. 
d) Improve the social status of leather 
workers. 

 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
1946 Royal Indian Navy revolt. 
 1. The immediate trigger was the demand 
for better food and working conditions for Indian 
sailors of the Royal Indian Navy. 
 2. The revolt was confined to Bombay 
region. 
 3. The Indian National Congress and 
the Muslim League condemned the strikers. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding 
Mughal prince Dara Shikoh 

 1. He is the son of Shah Jahan and was killed 
after losing the war of succession against 
Aurangzeb.  
 2. He is described as a “liberal Muslim” who 
tried to find commonalities between Hindu and 
Islamic traditions. 
 3. He translated into Persian the Bhagavad 
Gita as well as Upanishads. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. President of the Servants of the People 
Society. 
 2. Participated in the non-cooperation 
movement and the Salt Satyagraha. 
 3. Promoted the White Revolution 
 4. Signed Tashkent Declaration with Pakistan 
The above statements are related to 
 a) Indira Gandhi 
 b) Charan Singh 
 c) Jawaharlal Nehru 
 d) Lal Bahadur Shastri 
 
16) In Ancient India, shrenis served which of these 
purposes? 
 1. Provided training to crafts persons 
 2. Procured raw material for merchants 
 3. Served as financial institutions for money 
deposits 
 4. Supported religious institutions by 
donations 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4   

 
17) Under the Delhi sultanate muqtis or walis  

a) Maintained law and order and collected 
the land revenue 
b) Managed financial accounts of central 
treasury 
c) Lead mercenary military units in special 
warfares 
d) Administered village assemblies 

 
18) Which of these rulers issued a ‘firman’ (decree) 
permitting the East India Company to establish its 
first trading post at Surat? 

a) Peshwa Nana Saheb 
b) Jahangir 
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c) Murshid Khan 
d) Mir Zafar 

 
19) Raziya Sultana, the only female ever to rule the 
Delhi Sultanate was the daughter of 
  a) Illtumish 

b) Yakut Khan 
c) Balban 
d) Imaduddin Raihan 

 
20) The Swaraj Party was formed by members of the 
Indian National Congress who 

a) Did not approve of the rural reform 
agenda of INC 
b) Were unable to get elected to the 
provincial legislative councils 
c) Opposed Gandhi's suspension of the Non-
cooperation movement in response to the 
Chauri Chaura tragedy 
d) Were against Indian forces supporting the 
British in the First World War 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding 
Ocean deoxygenation. 
 1. Ocean deoxygenation is the maximum 
reduction of oxygen minimum zones in the 
world's oceans as a consequence of anthropogenic 
emissions of carbon dioxide. 
 2. Oxygen is less soluble in warmer water. 
 3. The areas of Sea water that is depleted 
of dissolved oxygen is called Anoxic waters. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
2) Living organisms respond in different ways to the 
abiotic stressful conditions like temperature, altitude 
etc. In this context, which of the following are 
examples of the adaptation? 

1. Very small animals are rarely found in 
polar regions. 
2. Keoladeo National Park witnessing 
thousands of migratory birds in winter 
season. 
3. People living at high altitudes have a 
higher Red Blood Cell (RBC) account than 
people living on the plains. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
3) What would happen if phytoplankton of an ocean 
is completely destroyed for some reason? 
 1. The ocean as a carbon sink would be 
adversely affected. 
 2. The density of ocean water would 
drastically increase. 
 3. The food chains in the ocean would be 
adversely affected. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding 
Irrawaddy dolphins. 
 1. Of the six varieties of dolphins that are 
found in India’s rivers, lakes and around coastline, 

the Irrawaddy Dolphins are among the highest in 
number. 
 2. The Irrawaddy Dolphins are found mostly 
in brackish water zones. 
 3. In India, Irrawaddy Dolphins are found 
mainly in Chilika Lake. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
5) Which of the following are the Ozone depleting 
substances. 
 1. Hydrobromoflurocarbons (HBFCs) 
 2. Halons 
 3. Methyl bromide 
 4. Carbon tetrachloride 
 5. Methyl chloroform 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) All except 3 
 b) All except 4 
 c) All except 5 
 d) All of the above 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding food 
chain in ecosystem. 
 1. In an aquatic ecosystem, larger fraction of 
energy flow through detritus food chain than grazing 
food chain. 
 2. In a terrestrial ecosystem, more energy 
flows through grazing food chain than detritus food 
chain. 
 3. Around 90% of energy is lost in energy 
flow across different trophic levels. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
7) E-waste contain potentially harmful materials 
such 
 1. Brominated flame retardants 
 2. Phosphors 
 3. Cadmium 
 4. Beryllium 
 5. Lead 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 b) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. The park was created to protect 
its keystone species, the Nilgiri tahr. 
 2. The park is characterised by montane 
grasslands and shrublands interspersed 
with sholas in a high-altitude area of high rainfall, 
near-freezing temperatures and high winds. 
 3. The park is a part of Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve. 
The above statements mainly refer to 
 a) Mukurthi National Park 
 b) Mudumalai National Park 
 c) Eravikulam National Park 
 d) Silent Valley National Park 
 
9) Which of the following play a role in the Nitrogen 
cycle on earth? 

1. Blue-green algae 
2. Lightning 
3. Uptake of soil nutrients by plants 
4. Terrestrial Food chain 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 3, 4  

 
10) Consider the following statements regarding 
Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA). 
 1. EPCA is Supreme Court mandated body 
tasked with taking various measures to tackle air 
pollution in the National Capital Region. 
 2. It was constituted under the provisions of 
Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) (Union 
Territories) Act, 1981 
 3. It can take suo moto action on 
environmental issues. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
11) The biological interaction between clownfish and 
sea anemones denote 
 a) Mutualism 
 b) commensalism 
 c) Amensalism 
 d) Predation 
 
12) Which one of the following is the best 
description of the term ‘standing crop’? 

a) It is the total mass of living material at a 
particular time in an ecosystem. 
b) It is the total amount of energy produced 
in a food chain. 

c) It is the amount of biomass of a forest. 
d) It is the number of primary producers in 
an ecosystem. 

 
13) Consider the following statements regarding 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 
 1. The CMS is an environmental treaty of the 
UN that provides a global platform for the 
conservation and sustainable use of migratory 
animals and their habitats.  
 2. It is not the only global convention 
specialising in the conservation of migratory species, 
their habitats and migration routes. 
 3. CMS brings together the States through 
which migratory animals pass, the Range States, and 
lays the legal foundation for internationally 
coordinated conservation measures throughout a 
migratory range. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
14) The phenomenon of increasing concentration of 
a substance, such as a toxic chemical, in 
the tissues of tolerant organisms at successively 
higher levels in a food chain is known as: 
 a) Bioaccumulation 
 b) Biodilution 
 c) Biomagnification 
 d) Biosparging 
 
15) Lichen is a pioneer species. What do you 
understand by this statement? 

a) It has the ability to form symbiotic 
relation with a large number of species. 
b) It can live in inhospitable climatic 
conditions.  
c) It contributes substantially to nutrient 
recycling in the ecosystem. 
d) It is generally one of the first species to 
colonize an ecosystem. 

 
16) Which of the following ecological pyramids is/are 
upright in pond ecosystem? 

1. Pyramid of number 
2. Pyramid of biomass 
3. Pyramid of energy 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 3  
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17) Consider the following statements regarding 
Desertification. 
 1. Desertification refers to the expansion of 
existing deserts. 
 2. Desertification is caused primarily by 
human activities alone. 
 3. United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification is the only internationally legally 
binding framework set up to address the problem of 
desertification. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
18) Arrange the following reasons that cause 
desertification in India in the ascending order. 
 1. Wind erosion 
 2. Water erosion 
 3. Vegetation degradation 
 4. Salinity 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3 – 2 – 4 – 1 
 b) 2 – 3 – 4 – 1 
 c) 4 – 1 - 3 – 2 
  d) 2 – 3 – 1 – 4  
 
19) A Biomarker is generally used as an indicator of 

a) Increase in the size of a biome 
b) Biodiversity of an ecosystem 
c) Diseases in an organism 
d) Phenotype and genotype of a microbe 

 
20) Consider the following statements regarding 
Productivity of organisms: 

1. Primary Productivity is defined as the rate 
of formation of new organic matter by the 
major ‘Consumers’ of the ecosystem. 
2. Primary productivity depends on the plant 
species inhabiting a particular area, 
environmental factors, and availability of 
nutrients and photosynthetic capacity of 
plants. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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