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Static question: 

Discuss the important movements which shaped the Indian democracy 

in 1970’s. Do you think that movements had changed the minds of the 

lawmakers to greater extent? (250 words) 
 

Why this question: 

In every CSE mains, there will be 1 or 2 questions from the Post-Independence Consolidation. 

India being a country of continental size and its diversity, there are a lot of important events 

that happened after the independence. This has helped shape and define the true meaning of 

our Democracy albeit a few shortcomings. In sum, Indian democracy is a process in evolution. 

 

Key demand of the question: 

The answer must talk about important events that took place in India during the period 

between 1970 and 1980. India, after the turmoil of food scarcity and political upheavals in the 

previous decade had a lot of events that impacted the Indian Democracy. One must discuss 

these events and give the impacts of each on Indian democracy. In the second part, one is 

expected to write about how these movements helped in maintaining the checks and balances 

of the legislature. Further, provide the measures which were also taken during the decade. 

Lastly, mention how these still have some impacts felt even today. 

 

Directive word: 

Discuss– this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the 

key demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects 

of the question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 



 

 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction: 

Briefly introduce the political, administrative and socio- economic conditions of India 

immediately after the independence. Give an idea of the scale of integration of states which 

posed a mega-challenge to the incipient Government. 

 

Body: 

Firstly, talk about the important movements that took place in 1970’s and how they shaped the 

Indian democracy on these lines. 

Ecological movements: 

• Save silent valley movement: A social movement aimed at the protection of Silent Valley, 

an evergreen tropical forest in the Palakkad district of Kerala, started in 1973 brought many 

activists and people together. 

o Implications – increased awareness of ecology,  

• Chipko movement: Based on Gandhian principles, the Chipko Movement or Chipko Andolan 

saw people protesting against deforestation by hugging trees to stop them from being cut. 

Led by Chandni Prasad Bhatt and Sunderlal Bahuguna, the protest started in the early 1970s 

when a group of women opposed the cutting down of trees.  

o Implications – it became a people’s green movement. Led to many spin off events in 

other states too. Laws were later enacted to save the forest in Forest Act 1980. 

Farmers movements: 

• New farmer’s movements:  began in the 1970s in Punjab and Tamil Nadu. These 

movements were regionally oganised, were non-party, and involved farmers rather than 

peasants. 

o Implications - The  basic  ideology  of  the movement was strongly anti-state and 

anti-urban. The focus of demand were ‘price and related issues’. Novel methods of 

agitation were used: blocking of roads and railways, refusing politicians and 

bureaucrats entry to villages, and so on. It has been argued that the farmers’ 

movements have broadened their agenda and ideology and include environment 

and women’s issues. 

Women’s rights movements: 

• second phase of the Indian women’s movement: While many of the  concerns  remained  

the  same  that  there  were  changes  both  in  terms  of organisational strategy, as well as, 

ideologies. There was the growth of what is termed as the autonomous women’s 

movements. 



 

 

o Implications: dissociation from the political parties, Issues of violence against 

women,  

Caste and Religious movements: 

• Dalit Panther Movement: in June 1972, inspired by Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and the U.S. 

Black Panthers 

o Implications: DPM’s legacy is seen in Dalit literature and politics. 

Political movements: 

• Garibi Hatao campaign by Mrs. Gandhi and the creation of many welfare schemes. 

o Implications on democracy – the tussle between DPSP and FR got even more 

stronger. 

• Kesavananda Bharati case judgement by the Supreme Court 

o Implications - crucial in upholding the supremacy of the Constitution and preventing 

authoritarian rule by a single party 

• National Emergency declared by PM Gandhi.  

o Implications – Suspension of Fundamental rights, press was gagged, arrest of 

politicians, people; seen as the darkest times in Indian post independence history. 

o Number of changes done to the constitution through the 42nd Constitutional 

Amendment – also known as ‘Mini Constitution’. 

• JP Movement in Bihar under leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan and others. 

o Implications – struggle against the Indian government turning despotic. Show of 

people power against the totalitarian executive which was later also seen in many 

struggles like Anna Hazare’s anti-corruption, Nirbhaya struggle etc. This lead to 

many watershed laws in India. 

• Rise of first non-congress government: Janata party came into power 

o Implications – 44th Constitutional Amendment which undid many wrongs of 42nd 

CAA. Give examples of Internal emergency conditionalities; strengthened other 

political parties, rise of BJP in 1980 etc. 

• The Assam Movement (1979-1985): It was a popular movement against illegal immigrants 

in Assam. The movement, led by All Assam Students Union (AASU) and the All Assam Gana 

Sangram Parishad (AAGSP), developed a program of protests and demonstrations to compel 

the Indian government to identify and expel illegal, (mostly Bangladeshi), immigrants and to 

protect and provide constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards to the 

indigenous Assamese people. 

Now, go into the second part of the question and Discuss the details as follows: 

Impact of these movements: 

• People’s growing dissatisfaction with parliamentary democracy. 



 

 

• People left out  by  the  formal  political system join social movements or non-party political 

formations in order to put pressure on the state from outside. 

• It was a clear cut indication that legislators had to listen to the demands and views of the 

citizens who elected them rather than going by their whims and fancies. 

• This was in fact seen in the 42nd CAA where two keywords of socialist and secular were 

added to the preamble. 

• The 44th CAA was enacted to bring about the balance and reduce the totalitarian powers of 

executive. 

• The Twenty Point Programme was initially launched by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 

1975 and was subsequently restructured in 1982 and again on 1986. 

• The basic objective of the 20-Point Programme is to eradicate poverty and to improve the 

quality of life of the poor and the under privileged population of the country. The 

programme covers various Socio-economic aspects like poverty, employment, education, 

housing, health, agriculture and land reforms, irrigation, drinking water, protection and 

empowerment of weaker sections, consumer protection, environment etc. 

• Many laws to protect the environment like the Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1974; Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; Forest Act 1980 

were enacted to safeguard the environment. These were added as duty in the Fundamental 

duties too. 

• The Mandal Commission, or the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes Commission 

(SEBC), was established in India on 1 January 1979 by the Janata Party government under 

Prime Minister Morarji Desai with a mandate to "identify the socially or educationally 

backward classes" of India. 

• Lead to rise of Civil society organizations, new nongovernmental organisations, women’s 

groups, environmental groups and tribal activists which act as pressure groups. 

And so on. 

Lastly, also mention about implications of the movements in the current times as seen in the 

form of continuing rise of people’s activism and more of peoples involvement in the 

governance  etc. 

 

Conclusion: 

Conclude with a summary. 

The 1970s saw the ascendance of a populist style in Indian politics, with disputes 

increasingly sought to be resolved in the streets rather than in the legislature. The movements 

during 1970’s laid a strong foundation for future style of people’s protests which were to be 

heard by the legislators. 

 



 

 

 

Ethics question: 
 

Some people feel that values keep changing with time and situation, 

while others strongly believe that there are certain universal and eternal 

human values. Give your perception in this regard with due justification. 

(10 marks | 150 words) 
 

*Video link will be provided shortly 


