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INSTA Revision Plan 2.0 
 

Framework for Answers of MAINS Questions given on 

13th June 2020 (Day 2) 
 

 

Static question: 

Shimla Agreement signed between India and Pakistan played a important role in 

making India as regional power in South Asia. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
 

Why this question: 

Post-Independence consolidation is an important topic for CSE Mains. Candidates must 

expect minimum 2-3 questions from this topic. Major agreements and treaties have been 

asked previously and Shimla Agreement was a landmark agreement that paved way for 

future trajectory of Indo-Pak relations. 

Key demand of the question:  

The demand of the question is to bring out the importance of Shimla-Agreement in making 

India a regional power. First provide context and content of Shimla Agreement signed in 

1972 after the Bangladesh War of liberation. Secondly, describe how it enhanced India’s 

standing as a regional power in South Asia. Finally, highlight as to why India did not leverage 

the fruits of the 1971 war victory to produce an advantageous geopolitical settlement. Write 

about gaps that the agreement could not address.  

Directive word:  

The key word here is critically analyse; Bring out the advantages and gains from the 

agreement for India. At the same time, highlight its shortcomings and the gaps that went 

unaddressed. When asked to critically analyse, ensure both viewpoints are captured. 
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Structure of the answer  

Introduction: 

Introduce alone these lines.  

The Simla Agreement signed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and President Zulfikar Ali 

Bhutto of Pakistan on 2nd July 1972 was much more than a peace treaty seeking to reverse 

the consequences of the 1971 war (i.e. to bring about withdrawals of troops and an 

exchange of PoWs).  

It was a comprehensive blue print for good neighbourly relations between India and 

Pakistan. 

 

Body 

Next, give highlights of the agreement, elaborate the below points. 

Shimla Agreement : Highlights 

• Both India and Pakistan agreed  to settle their differences by peaceful means 

through bilateral negotiations or by any other peaceful means mutually agreed 

upon between them. 

• Both Governments will take all steps within their power to prevent hostile 

propaganda directed against each other.  

• In order progressively to restore and normalize relations between the two countries 

step by step, it was agreed that;  

▪ Steps shall be taken to resume communications, postal, telegraphic, sea, 

land including border posts, and air links including overflights.  

▪ Appropriate steps shall be taken to promote travel facilities for the nationals 

of the other country.  

▪ Trade and co-operation in economic and other agreed fields will be resumed 

as far as possible. 

• In Jammu and Kashmir, the line of control resulting from the cease-fire of 

December 17, 1971 shall be respected by both sides without prejudice to the 

recognized position of either side.  

 

Impact on India’s stature as Regional Power 

Here give details of the outcome of the agreement on India and its status as a regional and 

global power. Include points like :- 

• India came out of the dictum of UNSC, and had its own say in negotiating disputes 

and agreement on peace on its own terms. This resonated in its future dealing with 

other neighbour negotiation. 
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• In more immediate geopolitical terms, India’s main gain was the conversion of the 

UN-endorsed 1949 ceasefire line in Kashmir into a hardened Line of Control (LoC) 

based on the new December 17, 1971 ceasefire position. 

•  It was at the political and symbolic level where Indian policymakers could claim 

some success.  

▪ The Shimla Agreement was an expression of the Indian framework for South 

Asian security, namely the norm of bilateralism.  

▪ India thus emerged as a net security provider in the region, overtime. 

• India’s military prowess was put to test and India excelled in displaying it’s strength. 

Here one must also talk about Soviet Friendship and Transfer of technology in 

Defence. 

• Mention India’s nuclear test in 1974 and how talks to ease tension between Pakistan 

and India were held in 1976. India also showed restraint and responsibility w.r.t 

nuclear technology. 

•  The 1971-72 regional state system model was based on the recognition of India’s 

power status in South Asia. Pakistan’s acceptance of this status was implicit in the 

signing of the Simla agreement.  

• Both the United States and the Soviet Union appeared to grant legitimacy to the new 

Indian position in South Asia.  

• New Delhi’ success in opening up a dialogue with China indicated a similar legitimacy 

from China. 

 

Shortcomings of the agreement 

Here describe how the agreement failed to achieve lasting peace, trade and economic 

cooperation and border squirmishes. 

• The Simla Agreement reads more like a communiqué than a peace agreement with a 

country that had waged war on India. Nothing in the Agreement pinned Pakistan 

down to future good behaviour. 

• The tortuous history of the India-Pakistan relationship may have been very different 

if Agreement had forced Pakistan to sign on the dotted line, converting the LoC into 

an international boundary.  

• Talk about, how the mutual peace remained elusive with Pakistan’s support to 

Khalistan movement, later separatism in Kashmir among others.  

• The two countries have seen endless conflict and violence over the years — the 

Kargil war, the 2008 Mumbai attacks, decades of terrorism, and most recently the 

Pathankot and Uri attacks as well as the deterioration of the situation in Kashmir. 

• Statistics on militancy attacks and civilian lives lost on borders must be quoted. 

• Illegal trade is more than legal trade ($2 billion) 

• State sponsored terrorism and examples (Pulwama bombing). 
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• In their quest to shape the post-war order, India sought to reorient Pakistan’s 

domestic politics and insulate the subcontinent from the next phase of the Cold War. 

• India couldn’t utilise its soft power in South Asia despite emerging as a regional 

power. Its manoeuvres were eyed with suspicion. 

• India couldn’t counter the Sino-Pak axis, which has culminated today into an all-

weather friendship, detrimental to India’s interests. 

Write in few lines about India’s neighbourhood policy today, it’s preparedness w.r.t border 

conflict and its status as a regional security provider. 

Conclusion 

Conclude by writing that India has moved from idealism towards realism and pragmatism. It 

objectively views negotiations without ideological baggage. 

 

 

Ethics Question: 
 

[A] What do you understand by the following terms in the context of public 

service? (5 terms x 3 marks each=15 marks |250 words) 
 

1. Integrity 
2. Perseverance 
3. Spirit of service 
4. Commitment 
5. Courage of conviction 

[B] Indicate two more attributes which you consider important for public 

service. Justify your answer. (10 marks |100 words) 
 

 

Youtube Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zOG0Ewyh4o&list=PL7Ga7_sc-ojVZFaIwON-

UQjXGL7O21YHt&index=2 
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