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DAY – 53 (InstaTest-53) 

 

1. Badakhshan region of Afghanistan, sometimes seen in the news, shares border with 

which of the following countries. 

1. Pakistan 

2. India 

3. Turkmenistan 

4. Tajikistan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Badakhshān, historic region of northeastern Afghanistan, roughly encompassing the 

northern spurs of the Hindu Kush and chiefly drained by the Kowkcheh River. 

Mountain glaciers and glacial lakes are found in the higher elevations of the region. 

• Badakhshan Province is one of the 34 provinces of Afghanistan, located in the farthest 

northeastern part of the country between Tajikistan and Gilgit-Baltistan region. It 
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shares a 56.5-mile (91 km) border with China. It also shares border with Jammu and 

Kashmir of India. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Elephanta caves 

1. British after seeing the large figure of an elephant named it Elephanta. 

2. The sculptural art of the Rashtrakutas reached its zenith in this place. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

• Elephanta is an island near Bombay. It was originally called Sripuri. The Portuguese 

after seeing the large figure of an elephant named it Elephanta. 

• The sculptural art of the Rashtrakutas reached its zenith in this place. There is a close 

similarity between the sculptures at Ellora and those in Elephanta. They might have 

been carved by the same craftsmen. 

• At the entrance to the sanctum there are huge figures of dwara-palakas. In the walls 

of the prakara around the sanctum there are niches containing the images of Shiva in 

various forms – Nataraja, Gangadhara, Ardhanareesvara and Somaskanda. The most 

imposing figure of this temple is Trimurthi. The sculpture is six metre high. It is said to 

represent the three aspects of Shiva as Creator, Preserver and Destroyer. 

 

3. During the period of Cholas, the term puravuvarithinaikkalam was used for 

 (a) Judicial department 

 (b) Land revenue department 

 (c) Military department 

 (d) Foreign affairs department 

 

Solution: B 
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Chola Administration 

Revenue 

• The land revenue department was well organized. It was called as 

puravuvarithinaikkalam. All lands were carefully surveyed and classified for 

assessment of revenue. 

• The residential portion of the village was called ur nattam. These and other lands 

such as the lands belonging to temples were exempted from tax. Besides land 

revenue, there were tolls and customs on goods taken from one place to another, 

various kinds of professional taxes, dues levied on ceremonial occasions like marriages 

and judicial fines. 

• During the hard times, there were remission of taxes and Kulottunga I became 

famous by abolishing tolls and earned the title – Sungam Tavirtta Cholan. The main 

items of government expenditure were the king and his court, army and navy, roads, 

irrigation tanks and canals. 

 

4. Which of the following is/are included in the list of the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity? 

1. Kutiyattam 

2. Ramman 

3. Chhau 

4. Sankirtana 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

S.No. ICH Element 
Year of 

Inscription 

  1 Tradition of Vedic chanting 2008 

  2 Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 2008 
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  3 Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 2008 

4  
Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas, 
India 2009 

  5 Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 2010 

  6 Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 2010 

  7 Chhau dance 2010 

 8 
Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the 
trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir, India 2012 

9  Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur 2013 

  10 
Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the 
Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab, India 2014 

11   Yoga 2016 

12 Nawrouz, 2016 

 13 Kumbh Mela 2017 

 

• Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre, which is practised in the province of Kerala, is one of 

India’s oldest living theatrical traditions. Originating more than 2,000 years ago, 

Kutiyattam represents a synthesis of Sanskrit classicism and reflects the local 

traditions of Kerala. In its stylized and codified theatrical language, neta abhinaya (eye 

expression) and hasta abhinaya (the language of gestures) are prominent. They focus 

on the thoughts and feelings of the main character. 

• Every year in late April, the twin villages of Saloor-Dungra in the state of Uttarakhand 

(northern India) are marked by Ramman, a religious festival in honour of the tutelary 

god, Bhumiyal Devta, a local divinity whose temple houses most of the festivities. This 

event is made up of highly complex rituals: the recitation of a version of the epic of 

Rama and various legends, and the performance of songs and masked dances. The 

festival is organized by villagers, and each caste and occupational group has a distinct 

role. 

• Chhau dance is a tradition from eastern India that enacts episodes from epics 

including the Mahabharata and Ramayana, local folklore and abstract themes. Its 

three distinct styles hail from the regions of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the 

first two using masks. Chhau dance is intimately connected to regional festivals, 

notably the spring festival Chaitra Parva. Its origin is traceable to indigenous forms of 

dance and martial practices. Its vocabulary of movement includes mock combat 

techniques, stylized gaits of birds and animals and movements modelled on the chores 

of village housewives. 
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• Sankirtana encompasses an array of arts performed to mark religious occasions and 

various stages in the life of the Vaishnava people of the Manipur plains. Sankirtana 

practices centre on the temple, where performers narrate the lives and deeds of 

Krishna through song and dance.  

https://ich.unesco.org/en/state/india-IN  

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Society under the Pallavas 

1. Mahendravarman I introduced the rock-cut temples. 

2. Perundevanar translated the Mahabharata as Bharathavenba in Tamil. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Society under the Pallavas 

• Mahendravaraman I composed the Sanskrit play Mattavilasaprahasanam. Tamil 

literature had also developed. The Nayanmars and Alwars composed religious hymns 

in Tamil. The Devaram composed by Nayanmars and the Nalayradivyaprabandam 

composed by Alwars represent the religious literature of the Pallava period. 

Perundevanar was patronized by Nandivarman II and he translated the Mahabharata 

as Bharathavenba in Tamil. 

• Mahendravarman I introduced the rock-cut temples. This style of Pallava temples 

are seen at places like Mandagappattu, Mahendravadi, Mamandur, Dalavanur, 

Tiruchirappalli, Vallam, Siyamangalam and Tirukalukkunram. 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Nalanda University 

1. It was founded by Kumaragupta I during the Gupta period. 

2. It was maintained with the revenue derived from 100 to 200 villages endowed by 

different rulers. 

3. The medium of instruction was Sanskrit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Nalanda University 

• The Chinese travelers of ancient India mentioned a number of educational 

institutions. The most famous among them were the Hinayana University of Valabhi 

and the Mahayana University of Nalanda. Hiuen Tsang gives a very valuable account 

of the Nalanda University. The term Nalanda means “giver of knowledge”. It was 

founded by Kumaragupta I during the Gupta period. It was patronised by his 

successors and later by Harsha. The professors of the University were called panditas. 

Some of its renowned professors were Dingnaga, Dharmapala, Sthiramati and 

Silabadhra. Dharmapala was a native of Kanchipuram and he became the head of the 

Nalanda University. 

• Nalanda University was a residential university and education was free including the 

boarding and lodging. It was maintained with the revenue derived from 100 to 200 

villages endowed by different rulers. Though it was a Mahayana University, different 

religious subjects like the Vedas, Hinayana doctrine, Sankhya and Yoga philosophies 

were also taught. In addition to that, general subjects like logic, grammar, astronomy, 

medicine and art were in the syllabus. 

• It attracted students not only from different parts of India but from different countries 

of the east. Admission was made by means of an entrance examination. The entrance 

test was so difficult that not more than thirty percent of the candidates were 

successful. Discipline was very strict. More than lectures, discussion played an 

important part and the medium of instruction was Sanskrit. 

 

7. Khirki Mosque, recently seen in news, is located in: 

 (a) Delhi 

 (b) Mumbai 

 (c) Hyderabad 

 (d) Lucknow 

 

Solution: A 
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• Khirki Mosque was a mosque built by Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah, the Prime Minister 

of Feroz Shah Tughlaq of the Tughlaq Dynasty. It is located in Delhi. 

• The Archaeological Survey of India (Delhi Circle) of Ministry of Culture has discovered 

a hoard of 254 Copper Coins in the premises of Khirki Mosque during the course of 

conservation of the monument. 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Samudragupta 

1. The Allahabad Pillar inscription calls him Kaviraja because of his ability in 

composing verses. 

2. He was an ardent follower of Vaishnavism and intolerant to other creeds. 

3. His image depicting him with Veena is found in the coins issued by him. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Estimate of Samudragupta 

• Samudragupta’s military achievements remain remarkable in the annals of history. 

He was equally great in his other personal accomplishments. The Allahabad Pillar 

inscription speaks of his magnanimity to his foes, his polished intellect, his poetic skill 

and his proficiency in music. It calls him Kaviraja because of his ability in composing 

verses. His image depicting him with Veena is found in the coins issued by him. It is 

the proof of his proficiency and interest in music. He was also a patron of many poets 

and scholars, one of whom was Harisena. Thus he must be credited with a share in 

the promotion of Sanskrit literature and learning, characteristic of his dynasty. He was 

an ardent follower of Vaishnavism but was tolerant of other creeds. He evinced keen 

interest in Buddhism and was the patron of the great Buddhist scholar Vasubandu. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Pandyas 

1. Maduraikkanji written by Mangudi Maruthanar describes the socio-economic 

condition of the Pandya country. 

2. It also mentions about important seaports of Pandyas, Tondi and Musiri. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Pandyas 

• The Pandyas ruled over the present-day southern Tamil Nadu. Their capital was 

Madurai. The earliest kings of the Pandyan dynasty were Nediyon, Palyagasalai 

Mudukudumi Peruvaludhi and Mudathirumaran. There were two Neduncheliyans. 

The first one was known as Aryappadai Kadantha Neduncheliyan (one who won 

victories over the Aryan forces). He was responsible for the execution of Kovalan for 

which Kannagi burnt Madurai. The other was Talaiyalanganattu Cheruvenra (He who 

won the battle at Talaiyalanganam) Neduncheliyan. He was praised by Nakkirar and 

Mangudi Maruthanar. He wore this title after defeating his enemies at the Battle of 

Talaiyalanganam, which is located in the Tanjore district. By this victory Neduncheliyan 

gained control over the entire Tamil Nadu. 

• Maduraikkanji written by Mangudi Maruthanar describes the socio-economic 

condition of the Pandya country including the flourishing seaport of Korkai. The last 

famous Pandyan king was Uggira Peruvaludhi. The Pandyan rule during the Sangam 

Age began to decline due to the invasion of the Kalabhras. 

Cheras 

• The Cheras ruled over parts of modern Kerala. Their capital was Vanji and their 

important seaports were Tondi and Musiri. They had the palmyra flowers as their 

garland. The Pugalur inscription of the first century A.D refers to three generations of 

Chera rulers. 

• Padirruppattu also provides information on Chera kings. Perum Sorru Udhiyan 

Cheralathan, Imayavaramban Nedum Cheralathan and Cheran Senguttuvan were the 

famous rulers of this dynasty. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding Yakshagana 

1. It is a traditional theatre form of Karnataka. 

2. It is also performed in Kannada, Malayalam and Tulu language. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Yakshagana: 

• More than 900 Yakshagana scripts, including the ones printed in 1905 and 1907, have 

now been digitised and made available online for free, thanks to the voluntary 

community effort by some Yakshagana lovers who did it under the banner 

Yakshavahini, a registered trust. 

• Yakshagana is a traditional theatre form of Karnataka. 

• It is a temple art form that depicts mythological stories and Puranas. 

• It is performed with massive headgears, elaborate facial make-up and vibrant 

costumes and ornaments. 

• Usually recited in Kannada, it is also performed in Malayalam as well as Tulu (the 

dialect of south Karnataka). 

• It is performed with percussion instruments like chenda, maddalam, jagatta or 

chengila (cymbals) and chakratala or elathalam (small cymbals). 

• Yakshagana is strongly influenced by the Vaishnava Bhakti movement. Its stories are 

mainly drawn from Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata and other Hindu epics. 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding Kushanas 

1. The founder of the Kushana dynasty was Kujula Kadphises or Kadphises I. 

2. Kanishka was the founder of the Saka era which starts from 78 B.C. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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Kushanas 

• The Kushanas were a branch of Yuchi tribe, whose original home was central Asia. 

They first came to Bactria displacing the Sakas. Then they gradually moved to the 

Kabul valley and seized the Gandhara region. The founder of the Kushana dynasty was 

Kujula Kadphises or Kadphises I. He occupied the Kabul valley and issued coins in his 

name. His son Wima Kadphises or Kadphises II conquered the whole of northwestern 

India as far as Mathura. He issued gold coins with high-sounding titles like the ‘Lord 

of the Whole World’. He was a devotee of Lord Siva. 

Kanishka (78 – 120 A.D.) 

• Kanishka was the most important ruler of the Kushana dynasty. He was the founder 

of the Saka era which starts from 78 A.D. He was not only a great conqueror but also 

a patron of religion and art. 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Satavahanas 

1. The Nasik and Nanaghad inscriptions throw light on the reign of Gautamiputra 

Satakarni. 

2. The founder of the Satavahana dynasty was Simuka. 

3. Hala became famous for his book Gathasaptasati written in Sanskrit language. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Satavahanas 

• In the Deccan, the Satavahanas established their independent rule after the decline 

of the Mauryas. Their rule lasted for about 450 years. They were also known as the 

Andhras. The Puranas and inscriptions remain important sources for the history of 

Satavahanas. Among the inscriptions, the Nasik and Nanaghad inscriptions throw 

much light on the reign of Gautamiputra Satakarni. The coins issued by the 

Satavahanas are also helpful in knowing the economic conditions of that period. 

• The founder of the Satavahana dynasty was Simuka. He was succeeded by Krishna, 

who extended the kingdom up to Nasik in the west. The third king was Sri Satakarni. 

He conquered western Malwa and Berar. He also performed asvamedha sacrifices. 
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• The seventeenth king of the Satavahana dynasty was Hala. He reigned for a period of 

five years. Hala became famous for his book Gathasaptasati, also called Sattasai. It 

contains 700 verses in Prakrit language. 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding National Data and Analytics Platform 

(NDAP) 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Communications and Information Technology 

2. It aims to democratize access to publicly available government data. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

National Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP): 

• NITI Aayog released its vision for the National Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP). 

• The platform aims to democratize access to publicly available government data. 

• It will host the latest datasets from various government websites, present them 

coherently, and provide tools for analytics and visualization. 

• NDAP will follow a user-centric approach and will enable data access in a simple and 

intuitive portal tailored to the needs of a variety of stakeholders. 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Asoka’s Dhamma 

1. It was a way of life, a code of conduct and a set of principles to be adopted and 

practiced by the people. 

2. Asoka equated the Dhamma with Buddhist teachings. 

3. Asoka wished that his Dhamma should spread through all social levels. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  12 Insights IAS 

Solution: C 

 

Asoka’s Dhamma 

Although Asoka embraced Buddhism and took efforts to spread Buddhism, his policy of 

Dhamma was a still broad concept. It was a way of life, a code of conduct and a set of 

principles to be adopted and practiced by the people at large. His principles of Dhamma were 

clearly stated in his Edicts. The main features of Asoka’s Dhamma as mentioned in his various 

Edicts may be summed as follows: 

• Service to father and mother, practice of ahimsa, love of truth, reverence to teachers 

and good treatment of relatives. 

• Prohibition of animal sacrifices and festive gatherings and avoiding expensive and 

meaningless ceremonies and rituals. 

• Efficient organization of administration in the direction of social welfare and 

maintenance of constant contact with people through the system of Dhammayatras. 

• Humane treatment of servants by masters and prisoners by government officials. 

• Consideration and non-violence to animals and courtesy to relations and liberality to 

Brahmins. 

• Tolerance among all the religious sects. 

• Conquest through Dhamma instead of through war. 

The concept of non-violence and other similar ideas of Asoka’s Dhamma are identical with 

the teachings of Buddha. But he did not equate Dhamma with Buddhist teachings. Buddhism 

remained his personal belief. His Dhamma signifies a general code of conduct. Asoka wished 

that his Dhamma should spread through all social levels. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding Effects of the Persian Invasion 

1. The use of the Kharoshti script, became popular in northwestern India and in 

some of Asoka’s edicts. 

2. The very idea of issuing edicts by Asoka and the wording used in the edicts are 

traced to Iranian influence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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Effects of the Persian Invasion 

• The Persian invasion provided an impetus to the growth of Indo-Iranian commerce. 

Also, it prepared the ground for Alexander’s invasion. The use of the Kharoshti script, 

a form of Iranian writing became popular in northwestern India and some of Asoka’s 

edicts were written in that script. We are able to see the influence of Persian art on 

the art of the Mauryas, particularly the monolithic pillars of Asoka and the sculptures 

found on them. 

• The very idea of issuing edicts by Asoka and the wording used in the edicts are traced 

to Iranian influence. In short, the Iranian connection with India proved more fruitful 

than the short-lived Indo-Macedonian contact. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding eBkray 

1. It is a platform launched by Reserve Bank of India 

2. It provides navigational links to all PSB e-auction sites 

3. It enables online auction of assets attached by various state-run banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

eBkray 

• eBkray is an initiative of Indian Banks Association under the policy of the Department 

of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance 

• It is an e-auction platform to enable online auction of attached assets by banks. 

• The eBkray platform provides navigational links to all PSB e-auction sites, property 

search feature and presents single-window access to information on properties up for 

e-auction, comparison of similar properties, and also contains videos and photographs 

of the uploaded properties. 

• It also provides facility for comparison of similar properties. 

• It seeks to bring in transparency in the sale of properties. 

• Currently, there are 2,457 residential, 576 commercial, 333 industrial and 18 

agricultural properties are available on eBkray platform among others. 

• PSBs have attached assets worth over Rs 2.3 lakh crore in the last three fiscal years. 
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17. Consider the following statements regarding Ajatasatru 

1. He is said to have met Gautama Buddha and this scene is depicted in the 

sculptures of Barhut. 

2. He was instrumental in convening the First Buddhist Council at Rajagriha soon 

after the death of the Buddha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ajatasatru (494 – 462 B.C.) 

• The reign of Ajatasatru was remarkable for his military conquests. He fought against 

Kosala and Vaisali. His won a great success against a formidable confederacy led by 

the Lichchavis of Vaisali. This had increased his power and prestige. This war lasted for 

about sixteen years. It was at this time that Ajatasatru realised the strategic 

importance of the small village, Pataligrama (future Pataliputra). He fortified it to 

serve as a convenient base of operations against Vaisali. 

• Buddhists and Jains both claim that Ajatasatru was a follower of their religion. But it 

is generally believed that in the beginning he was a follower of Jainism and 

subsequently embraced Buddhism. 

• He is said to have met Gautama Buddha. This scene is also depicted in the sculptures 

of Barhut. According to the Mahavamsa, he constructed several chaityas and viharas. 

He was also instrumental in convening the First Buddhist Council at Rajagriha soon 

after the death of the Buddha. 

 

18. Consider the following statements regarding Teachings of Mahavira 

1. All objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various degrees of 

consciousness. 

2. Mahavira did not reject the authority of the Vedas, but objected to the Vedic 

rituals. 

3. The doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was carried to extreme lengths. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Teachings of Mahavira 

• Both the clergy and laymen had to strictly follow the doctrine of ahimsa. Mahavira 

regarded all objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various degrees of 

consciousness. They possess life and feel pain when they are injured. Mahavira 

rejected the authority of the Vedas and objected to the Vedic rituals. He advocated a 

very holy and ethical code of life. 

• Even the practice of agriculture was considered sinful as it causes injury to the earth, 

worms and animals. Similarly, the doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was also 

carried to extreme lengths by the practice of starvation, nudity and other forms of 

self-torture. 

 

19. Consider the following statements regarding Measles 

1. It spreads through coughing and sneezing of an infected person. 

2. It is a highly contagious viral disease 

3. Recently, the World Health Organization has declared India is measles-free 

country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Measles: 

• It is highly contagious, infectious disease caused by the rubeola virus. 

• It spreads through coughing and sneezing of an infected person. 
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• It makes a child vulnerable to life threatening. Complications such as diarrhoea, 

pneumonia and brain infections. 

• The measles vaccine was introduced in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme 

in 1985 and to further boost the program, a second dose was introduced in 2010. 

• Measles is a highly contagious viral disease and is a cause of death among young 

children globally. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO), has declared Sri Lanka, a measles-free 

country. 

• Recently India has stepped in to help the Maldives tackle a recent outbreak of 

measles. 

 

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding Buddhist Councils 

1. The first Buddhist Council was held under the chairmanship of Mahakasapa. 

2. In third Buddhist Council, the final version of Tripitakas was completed. 

3. In fourth Buddhist Council, Mahayana Buddhism came into existence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Buddhist Councils 

• The first Buddhist Council was held at Rajagraha under the chairmanship of 

Mahakasapa immediately after the death of Buddha. Its purpose was to maintain the 

purity of the teachings of the Buddha. 

• The second Buddhist Council was convened at Vaisali around 383 B.C. 

• The third Buddhist Council was held at Pataliputra under the patronage of Asoka. 

Moggaliputta Tissa presided over it. The final version of Tripitakas was completed in 

this council. 

• The fourth Buddhist Council was convened in Kashmir by Kanishka under the 

chairmanship of Vasumitra. Asvagosha participated in this council. The new school of 

Buddhism called Mahayana Buddhism came into existence during this council. The 

Buddhism preached by the Buddha and propagated by Asoka was known as Hinayana. 

The Buddhist texts were collected and compiled some five hundred years after the 

death of the Buddha. They are known as the Tripitakas, namely the Sutta, the Vinaya 

and the Abhidhamma Pitakas. They are written in the Pali language. 

 

21. Consider the following pairs 

 Military Exercise  Countries Involved 
1. Nomadic Elephant : India – Malaysia 
2. SLINEX : India – Sri Lanka 
3. YUDH ABHYAS : India – U.S.A 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: A 
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• Nomadic Elephant 2019: It is Indo – Mongolian joint military training. 

• Nomadic Elephant-XIV is aimed at training troops in counter insurgency &counter 

terrorism operations under United Nations mandate. 

• The annual Joint Indo-Lanka maritime fleet exercise – SLINEX 2019 held in September, 

2019. 

• Yudh Abhyas is one of the largest running joint military training and defence 

corporation endeavours between India and the US. 

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic society 

1. The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. 

2. Women were given equal opportunities as men for their spiritual and intellectual 

development. 

3. The child marriage and the practice of sati were prevalent. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. 

The head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced 

while polygamy was prevalent among the royal and noble families. The wife took 

care of the household and participated in all the major ceremonies. 

• Women were given equal opportunities as men for their spiritual and intellectual 

development. There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and Lopamudra 

during the Rig Vedic period. Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There 

was no child marriage and the practice of sati was absent. 

• Both men and women wore upper and lower garments made of cotton and wool. A 

variety of ornaments were used by both men and women. Wheat and barley, milk and 

its products like curd and ghee, vegetables and fruits were the chief articles of food. 

The eating of cow’s meat was prohibited since it was a sacred animal. Chariot racing, 

horse racing, dicing, music and dance were the favourite pastimes. The social divisions 

were not rigid during the Rig Vedic period as it was in the later Vedic period. 
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23. Consider the following statements regarding Neelakurinji 

1. Neelakurinji is ashrub that is found in the shola forests of the Western Ghats. 

2. Neelakurinji’s blue flowers blossoms for every two years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Strobilanthes kunthiana, kurinji or neelakurinji, is a shrub that is found in the shola 

forests of the Western Ghats in South India. Nilgiri Hills, which literally means the 

blue mountains, got their name from the purplish blue flowers of Neelakurinji that 

blossoms only once in 12 years. 

 

24. Consider the following statements regarding Harappan civilization 

1. The Citadel owes its height to the fact that buildings were constructed on mud 

brick platforms and it was walled. 

2. The Lower Town was not walled. 

3. The bricks were of a standardized ratio, where the length and breadth were four 

times and twice the height respectively. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Perhaps the most unique feature of the Harappan civilisation was the development 

of urban centres. Let us look at one such centre, Mohenjodaro, more closely. 

Although Mohenjodaro is the most well-known site, the first site to be discovered was 

Harappa. The settlement is divided into two sections, one smaller but higher and the 
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other much larger but lower. Archaeologists designate these as the Citadel and the 

Lower Town respectively. 

• The Citadel owes its height to the fact that buildings were constructed on mud brick 

platforms. It was walled, which meant that it was physically separated from the Lower 

Town. 

• The Lower Town was also walled. Several buildings were built on platforms, which 

served as foundations. It has been calculated that if one labourer moved roughly a 

cubic metre of earth daily, just to put the foundations in place it would have required 

four million person-days, in other words, mobilizing labour on a very large scale. 

• Consider something else. Once the platforms were in place, all building activity within 

the city was restricted to a fixed area on the platforms. So it seems that the settlement 

was first planned and then implemented accordingly. Other signs of planning include 

bricks, which, whether sun-dried or baked, were of a standardised ratio, where the 

length and breadth were four times and twice the height respectively. Such bricks 

were used at all Harappan settlements. 

• Laying out drains One of the most distinctive features of Harappan cities was the 

carefully planned drainage system. If you look at the plan of the Lower Town you will 

notice that roads and streets were laid out along an approximate “grid” pattern, 

intersecting at right angles. It seems that streets with drains were laid out first and 

then houses built along them. If domestic waste water had to flow into the street 

drains, every house needed to have at least one wall along a street. 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding India Post Payments Bank 

1. It was setup under the Department of Post, Ministry of Communication with 100% 

equity owned by Government of India 

2. They can issue ATM or debit cards but not credit cards. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) was setup under the Department of Post, Ministry 

of Communication with 100% equity owned by Government of India. 
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IPPB along with Airtel Payments Bank, and Paytm Payments Bank have the following common 

features which are mandated by law: 

• Payment banks restrict activities to acceptance of demand deposits, remittance 

services, Internet banking and other specified services but cannot undertake lending 

services. 

• A payment bank can accept only savings and current deposits of up to Rs 1 lakh per 

customer. They can issue ATM or debit cards but not credit cards. 

• They can distribute non-risk sharing simple financial products like mutual funds and 

insurance products 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/save/features-of-3-different-india-post-

payments-bank-savings-accounts/articleshow/65687693.cms 

 

DAY – 54 (InstaTest-54) 

 

26. Consider the following statements regarding Climate Smart Villages 

1. These are sites where farmers, researchers and local government partners come 

together to understand which climate smart agriculture practices are best suited 

for a particular location. 

2. Under this initiative, climate smart subsidies are given to farmers. 

3. It is a collaborative project between The CGIAR Research Program on Climate 

Change, Food Security and Agriculture and National Initiative on Climate Resilient 

Agriculture. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Climate Smart Villages are sites where farmers, researchers, and local government 

partners and the private sector come together to understand which climate smart 

agriculture practices are best suited for a particular location. 

• It is a collaborative project between The CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, 

Food Security and Agriculture and National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture 

• There is no provision of providing subsidies to the farmers. 
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https://ccafs.cgiar.org/climate-smart-villages#.XrOjZkQzbIU  

https://ccafs.cgiar.org/fr/blog/climate-smart-villages-local-adaption-promote-climate-

smart-agriculture#.XrOjYUQzbIU  

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding François Bernier 

1. He was a physician to Emperor Shah Jahan. 

2. Bernier’s work is “Travels in the Mughal Empire”. 

3. He constantly compared Mughal India with contemporary Europe, generally 

emphasizing the superiority of the latter. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• François Bernier, a Frenchman, was a doctor, political philosopher and historian. Like 

many others, he came to the Mughal Empire in search of opportunities. He was in 

India for twelve years, from 1656 to 1668, and was closely associated with the Mughal 

court, as a physician to Prince Dara Shukoh, the eldest son of Emperor Shah Jahan, 

and later as an intellectual and scientist, with Danishmand Khan, an Armenian noble 

at the Mughal court. 

• Bernier’s Travels in the Mughal Empire is marked by detailed observations, critical 

insights and reflection. His account contains discussions trying to place the history of 

the Mughals within some sort of a universal framework. He constantly compared 

Mughal India with contemporary Europe, generally emphasising the superiority of the 

latter. His representation of India works on the model of binary opposition, where 

India is presented as the inverse of Europe. He also ordered the perceived differences 

hierarchically, so that India appeared to wbe inferior to be the Western world. 

 

28. Consider the following statements regarding Iltutmish 

1. The hereditary succession to Delhi Sultanate was initiated by Iltutmish. 

2. Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India. 

3. He shifted his capital from Delhi to Lahore. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Iltutmish (1211-1236) 

• Iltutmish belonged to the Ilbari tribe and hence his dynasty was named as Ilbari 

dynasty. His half-brothers sold him as a slave to Aibak. He shifted his capital from 

Lahore to Delhi. 

• Iltutmish was a great statesman. He received the mansur, the letter of recognition, 

from the Abbasid Caliph in 1229 by which he became the legal sovereign ruler of India. 

Later he nominated his daughter Raziya as his successor. Thus, the hereditary 

succession to Delhi Sultanate was initiated by Iltutmish.  

• Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India and the silver tanka weighing 175 

grams became a standard coin in medieval India. The silver tanka remained the basis 

of the modern rupee. 

• Iltutmish had also created a new class of ruling elite of forty powerful military leaders, 

the Forty. 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding Vigyan Jyoti Scheme 

1. It is launched by the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 

2. It is intended to create a level-playing field for the meritorious girls in high school 

to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) in their 

higher education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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• It is launched by the Department of Science & Technology (DST).  It is intended to 

create a level-playing field for the meritorious girls in high school to pursue Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) in their higher education. 

• It also offers exposure for girl students from the rural background to help to plan 

their journey from school to a job of their choice in the field of science. 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/govt-to-promote-stem-education-among-girl-

students-through-vigyan-jyoti-11571040701030.html  

 

30. Consider the following statements regarding land revenue administration under Delhi 

Sultans 

1. Iqta land – lands assigned to officials 
as iqtas instead of 
payment for their services 

2. Khalisa land – land under the direct 
control of the Sultan 

3. Inam land – land assigned or granted 
to religious leaders or 
religious institutions 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

After consolidating their position in India, the Delhi Sultans introduced reforms in the land 

revenue administration. The lands were classified into three categories: 

1. iqta land – lands assigned to officials as iqtas instead of payment for their services. 

2. khalisa land – land under the direct control of the Sultan and the revenues collected 

were spent for the maintenance of royal court and royal household. 

3. inam land – land assigned or granted to religious leaders or religious institutions. 

The peasantry paid one third of their produce as land revenue, and sometimes even one half 

of the produce. 
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31. Consider the following statements regarding Ramananda 

1. He was a worshipper of Rama. 

2. He was the first to employ the vernacular medium to propagate his ideas. 

3. He opposed the caste system and chose his disciples from all sections of society. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Ramananda 

• Ramananda was born at Allahabad. He was originally a follower of Ramanuja. Later 

he founded his own sect and preached his principles in Hindi at Banaras and Agra. He 

was a worshipper of Rama. He was the first to employ the vernacular medium to 

propagate his ideas. Simplification of worship and emancipation of people from the 

traditional caste rules were his two important contributions to the Bhakti 

movement. He opposed the caste system and chose his disciples from all sections of 

society disregarding caste. 

• His disciples were: a) Kabir, a Muslim weaver b) Raidasa, a cobbler c) Sena, a barber 

d) Sadhana, a butcher e) Dhanna, a Jat farmer f) Naraharai, a goldsmith and g) Pipa, 

a Rajput prince. 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Non-Aligned Movement 

1. NAM is a forum of around 120 developing world states that are not formally 

aligned with or against any major power bloc. 

2. Pakistan, Iran and Sri Lanka are the members of NAM 

3. China and Japan are the observer countries of NAM 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 
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Solution: D 

 

NAM is a forum of 120 developing world states that are not formally aligned with or against 

any major power bloc. After the United Nations, it is the largest grouping of states worldwide 

• Drawing on the principles agreed at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the NAM was 

established in 1961 in Belgrade, SR Serbia and Yugoslavia through an initiative of the 

Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser and 

the Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito. 

• Pakistan, Iran and Sri Lanka are the members of NAM. 

• China is the observer nation of NAM. 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-Aligned_Movement  

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding Social Life under Vijayanagar 

1. The weights and measures were standard across the kingdom. 

2. One of the chief seaports was Cannanore. 

3. The position of women had not improved. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• There were numerous industries and they were organized into guilds. Metal workers 

and other craftsmen flourished during this period. Diamond mines were located in 

Kurnool and Anantapur district. Vijayanagar was also a great centre of trade. The 

chief gold coin was the varaha but weights and measures varied from place to place. 

Inland, coastal and overseas trade led to the general prosperity. There were a number 

of seaports on the Malabar coast, the chief being Cannanore. 

• The position of women had not improved. However, some of them were learned. 

Gangadevi, wife of Kumarakampana authored the famous work Maduravijayam. 

• The attachment of dancing girls to temples was in practice. Paes refers to the 

flourishing devadasi system. Polygamy was prevalent among the royal families. Sati 

was honoured and Nuniz gives a description of it. 
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34. Consider the following pairs regarding Sher Shah’s Administration 

1. Shiqdar : land revenue 
2. Amin : military officer 
3. Fotedar : treasurer 
4. Karkuns : accountants 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sher Shah’s Administration 

Although his rule lasted for five years, he organized a brilliant administrative system. The 

central government consisted of several departments. The king was assisted by four 

important ministers: 

1. Diwan –i- Wizarat – also called as Wazir – in charge of Revenue and Finance. 

2. Diwan-i-Ariz – in charge of Army. 

3. Diwan-i-Rasalat– Foreign Minister. 

4. Diwan-i-Insha– Minister for Communications. 

Sher Shah’s empire was divided into forty seven sarkars. Chief Shiqdar (law and order) and 

Chief Munsif (judge) were the two officers in charge of the administration in each sarkar. 

Each sarkar was divided into several parganas. Shiqdar (military officer), Amin (land revenue), 

Fotedar (treasurer) Karkuns (accountants) were in charge of the administration of each 

pargana. 

There were also many administrative units called iqtas. 

 

35. Consider the following statements regarding RaIDer-X developed by DRDO 

1. It is a helicopter having capability to engage multiple targets at a time. 

2. It can detect enemy helicopter from the distance of 2km. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian 

Institute of Science in Bangalore have developed a new bomb detection device called 

Raider-X. 

• It can detect up to 20 homemade explosives from up to two meters away. Raider-X’s 

data library can be updated to accommodate the detection of different explosives in 

their pure and contaminated forms. 

https://www.businessinsider.in/defense/news/drdos-new-bomb-detection-device-can-

spot-20-homemade-explosives-from-two-meters-away/articleshow/74433821.cms  

 

36. Consider the following pairs regarding categories of land under Dahsala System and the 

names used to denote them 

1. Polaj : cultivated every year 
2. Parauti : cultivated once in two years 
3. Chachar : cultivated once in three or four years 
4. Banjar : cultivated once in five or more years 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Akbar made some experiments in the land revenue administration with the help of 

Raja Todar Mal. The land revenue system of Akbar was called Zabti or Bandobast 

system. It was further improved by Raja Todar Mal. It was known as Dahsala System 

which was completed in 1580. By this system, Todar Mal introduced a uniform system 

of land measurement. The revenue was fixed on the average yield of land assessed 

on the basis of past ten years. The land was also divided into four categories – Polaj 

(cultivated every year), Parauti (once in two years), Chachar (once in three or four 
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years) and Banjar (once in five or more years). Payment of revenue was made 

generally in cash. 

 

37. Consider the following statements regarding Chauth and sardeshmukhi 

1. Sardeshmukhi was one fourth of the land revenue paid to the Marathas in order 

to avoid the Maratha raids. 

2. Chauth was an additional levy of ten percent on those lands which the Marathas 

claimed hereditary rights. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Chauth and sardeshmukhi were the taxes collected not in the Maratha kingdom but 

in the neighbouring territories of the Mughal empire or Deccan sultanates. Chauth 

was one fourth of the land revenue paid to the Marathas in order to avoid the 

Maratha raids. 

• Sardeshmukhi was an additional levy of ten percent on those lands which the 

Marathas claimed hereditary rights. 

 

38. Consider the following statements regarding Svalbard Global Seed Vault 

1. It is owned and administered by FAO 

2. It is the world’s largest secure seed bank located in the remote Arctic Svalbard 

archipelago. 

3. The aim of the vault is to preserve a vast variety of crop seeds in the case of a 

doomsday event, calamity, climate change or national emergency. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 
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Solution: B 

 

• It is the world’s largest secure seed bank located in the remote Arctic Svalbard 

archipelago. The aim of the vault is to preserve a vast variety of crop seeds in the 

case of a doomsday event, calamity, climate change or national emergency. 

• It is owned and administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food on behalf of the 

Kingdom of Norway 

https://www.croptrust.org/our-work/svalbard-global-seed-vault/faq-about-the-vault/  

 

Extra Info: 

• India has also established its own seed storage facility at Chang La in Ladakh, It was 

built jointly by the Defence Institute of High Altitude Research (DIHAR) and the 

National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR) in 2010 under the aegis of 

DRDO. 

 

39. Consider the following statements regarding Baji Rao I 

1. He made the position of Peshwa, most important and powerful as well as 

hereditary. 

2. He initiated the system of confederacy among the Maratha chiefs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Balaji Viswanath (1713-1720) 

• Balaji Viswanath began his career as a small revenue official and became Peshwa in 

1713. As Peshwa, he made his position the most important and powerful as well as 

hereditary. He played a crucial role in the civil war and finally made Shahu as the 

Maratha ruler. He sought the support of all Maratha leaders for Shahu. 
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Baji Rao I (1720-1740) 

• Baji Rao was the eldest son of Balaji Viswanath. He succeeded his father as Peshwa 

at the age young age of twenty. 

• The Maratha power reached its zenith under him. He initiated the system of 

confederacy among the Maratha chiefs. Under this system, each Maratha chief was 

assigned a territory which could be administered autonomously. As a result, many 

Maratha families became prominent and established their authority in different parts 

of India. They were the Gaekwad at Baroda, the Bhonsle at Nagpur, the Holkars at 

Indore, the Scindias at Gwalior, and the Peshwas at Poona. 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding trade in medieval India 

1. Bohra traders specialized in long distance trade. 

2. Banjaras specialized in carrying bulk goods. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Growth of Trade 

• The Indian trading classes were large in numbers and spread throughout the country. 

They were well organized and highly professional. 

• Seth, bohra traders specialized in long distance trade while local traders were called 

banik. Another class of traders was known as banjaras, who specialized in carrying 

bulk goods. The banjaras used to move to long distances with their goods on the back 

of oxen. Bulk goods were also taken through rivers on boats. 

• Bengal exported sugar, rice as well as delicate muslin and silk. The Coramandal coast 

became a centre of textile production. Gujarat was an entry point of foreign goods. 

From there, fine textiles and silk were taken to north India. Indigo and food grains 

were exported from north India through Gujarat. It was also the distribution centre 

for the luxury products of Kashmir such as shawls and carpets. 

• The major imports into India were certain metals such as tin and copper, war horses 

and luxury items such as ivory. The balance of trade was maintained by the import of 

gold and silver. 
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41. Consider the following statements regarding Central Equipment Identity Register 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Science and Technology 

2. It will be a central database of all mobile phones connected to networks across 

India 

3. It is being launched to curtail anti-social elements and terrorist activities on social 

media. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR): 

• Department of Telecommunications (DoT) under the Ministry of Communications 

has initiated a Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) for mobile service 

providers. 

• The National Telecom Policy of 2012 calls for the establishment of a National Mobile 

Property Registry to address the issue of security, theft, and other concerns including 

reprogramming of mobile handsets. 

• The government has launched a web portal, ‘Central Equipment Identity Register 

(CEIR)’, to facilitate blocking and tracing of stolen/lost mobile phones in Delhi. 

• The web portal was first launched in Mumbai. 

• Services provided: The launch of the project in Delhi will facilitate – request for 

blocking of stolen or lost mobile phone by customers; blocking of such mobile phones 

across mobile networks; sharing of traceability data with the Police; and unblocking of 

recovered/ found stolen or lost mobile phones. 

• It will be a central depository or database of all mobile phones connected to networks 

across India. 

• It is being launched to curtail the rampant cloning and theft of mobile phones across 

the country. 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding market reforms under Alauddin Khalji 

1. Alauddin Khalji established four separate markets in Delhi. 

2. Each market was under the control of a high officer called Shahna-i-Mandi. 
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3. There were secret agents called munhiyans who sent reports to the Sultan 

regarding the functioning of these markets. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Reforms of Alauddin Khalji 

• The introduction of paying salaries in cash to the soldiers led to price regulations 

popularly called as Market Reforms. Alauddin Khalji established four separate 

markets in Delhi, one for grain; another for cloth, sugar, dried fruits, butter and oil; a 

third for horses, slaves and cattle; and a fourth for miscellaneous commodities. Each 

market was under the control of a high officer called Shahna-i-Mandi. The supply of 

grain was ensured by holding stocks in government store-houses. Regulations were 

issued to fix the price of all commodities. A separate department called Diwani Riyasat 

was created under an officer called Naib-i-Riyasat. Every merchant was registered 

under the Market department. There were secret agents called munhiyans who sent 

reports to the Sultan regarding the functioning of these markets. The Sultan also sent 

slave boys to buy various commodities to check prices. 

• He was the first Sultan of Delhi who ordered for the measurement of land. Even the 

big landlords could not escape from paying land tax. Land revenue was collected in 

cash in order to enable the Sultan to pay the soldiers in cash. His land revenue reforms 

provided a basis for the future reforms of Sher Shah and Akbar. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding The Battle of Tarain 

1. It was between Prithiviraj Chauhan and Muhammad Ghori. 

2. After these battles, the first Muslim kingdom was firmly established in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

The Battle of Tarain (1191-1192) 

• Realising their grave situation, the Hindu princes of north India formed a confederacy 

under the command of Prithiviraj Chauhan. Prithviraj rose to the occasion, and 

defeated Ghori in the battle of Tarain near Delhi in 1191 A.D. Muhammad Ghori felt 

greatly humiliated by this defeat. To avenge this defeat he made serious preparations 

and gathered an army of 1,20,000 men. He came with this large force to Lahore via 

Peshawar and Multan. He sent a message to Prithviraj asking him to acknowledge his 

supremacy and become a Muslim. Prithviraj rejected this proposal and prepared to 

meet the invader. He gathered a large force consisting of 3,00,000 horses, 3000 

elephants and a large body of foot soldiers. Many Hindu rajas and chieftains also 

joined him. In the ensuing Second Battle of Tarain in 1192, Muhammad Ghori 

thoroughly routed the army of Prithiviraj, who was captured and killed. 

• The second battle of Tarain was a decisive battle. It was a major disaster for the 

Rajputs. Their political prestige suffered a serious setback. The whole Chauhan 

kingdom now lay at the feet of the invader. The first Muslim kingdom was thus firmly 

established in India at Ajmer and a new era in the history of India began. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding Swachh Survekshan 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Jal Shakti 

2. It is a completely digitized and paperless survey 

3. It aims to ensure sustainability of initiatives taken towards garbage free and open 

defecation free cities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Results (July-September) of ‘Swachh Survekshan League 2020‘ have been released. 

• SS League is conducted in three quarters (April-June, July-September and October-

December) with the objective of sustaining the on-ground performance of cities along 
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with monitoring of when it comes to cleanliness. Swachh Survekshan 2020 is the 5th 

edition of the annual urban cleanliness survey conducted by the Ministry. 

Performance of various states: 

• Cleanest city: Indore for the fourth time in a row. 

• In the category of cities having population more than 10 lakh, Bhopal stood second in 

first quarter results (April to June), while Rajkot grabbed the second spot in second 

quarter results (July-September) of ‘Swachh Survekshan League 2020’. 

• The third position was grabbed by Surat in the first quarter and Navi Mumbai in the 

second quarter. 

• In the second quarter, Vodara was ranked fourth, followed by Bhopal, Ahmedabad, 

Nashik, Greater Mumbai, Allahabad and Lucknow. 

• Among cantonment boards, Tamil Nadu’s St.Thomas Mount Cantt was ranked 1st in 

quarter 1 whereas Delhi Cantt ranked first in the 2nd quarter. 

• Secunderabad Cantonment Board in Hyderabad is the worst performer among other 

cantonment boards. 

All about Swachh Survekshan: 

• The process of ranking cities and town of India on the basis of cleanliness was first 

conducted in 2016, which covered 73 cities. 

• The Union Ministry of Housing And Urban Development, Government of India takes 

up the Swachh Survekshan 

• The second and third round of the survey in 2017 and 2018 widened the coverage of 

the assessment to 434 cities with a population of one lakh and above and 4,203 cities 

respectively. 

• It is a completely digitized and paperless survey. 

Objectives of Swachh Survekshan: 

• The annual cleanliness survey aims to encourage large scale participation of citizens 

in cleanliness drives. 

• It aims to ensure sustainability of initiatives taken towards garbage free and open 

defecation free cities. 

• It aims to create awareness among all sections of the society regarding the importance 

of working together towards making towns and cities a better place to live in. 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding Pala Empire 

1. Pala Empire was founded by Dharmapala. 

2. It is believed that the first king was elected as the king by the notable men of the 

area. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Pala Empire was founded by Gopala in 750 AD. It is believed that he was elected as 

the king by the notable men of the area to end the anarchy prevailing there after the 

death of Sasanka of Bengal. Gopala was an ardent Buddhist and is supposed to have 

built the monastery at Odantapuri (Sharif district of Bihar). Gopala was succeeded by 

his son Bharmapla who raised the Pala kingdom to greatness. The kingdom expanded 

under him and it comprised the whole of Bengal and Bihar. 

• Besides, the kindom of Kanauj was a dependency, ruled by Dharmapal’s own 

nominee. Beyond Kanuja, there were a large number of vassal states in the Punjab, 

Rajputana, Malwa and Berar whose rulers acknowledged Dharmapala as their 

overlord. 

 

46. Consider the following statements regarding Chilika Lake 

1. It is the largest coastal lagoon in India 

2. Nalabana Bird Sanctuary is located in the lake. 

3. It was designated the first Indian wetland of international importance under the 

Ramsar Convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Chilika Lake 

• It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second largest lagoon in the world 

after The New Caledonian barrier reef in New Caledonia. 
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• It is the largest wintering ground for migratory waterfowl found anywhere on the 

Indian sub-continent. 

• It is one of the hotspot of biodiversity in the country, and some rare, vulnerable and 

endangered species listed in the IUCN Red List of threatened Animals inhabit in the 

lagoon for atleast part of their life cycle. 

• In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international 

importance under the Ramsar Convention. 

• The Nalaban Island within the lagoon is notified as a Bird Sanctuary under Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, the National Wetlands, mangroves and coral reefs Committee of 

Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India, have also identified the 

lagoon as a priority site for conservation and management. 

• Chilika Lagoon lies in the districts of Puri, Khurda and Ganjam of Odisha State along 

the eastern coast of India. It is well connected to the Chennai and Kolkata through 

National Highway No 5, and the Chennai Kolkata rail line passes along the western 

bank of the Lagoon Balugaon, with Balugaon, Chilika and Rambha being the main 

stations along the Western shoreline of the lagoon. 

• Nalabana Bird Sanctuary is located in the lake. 

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding Kabir 

1. Kabir’s object was to reconcile Hindus and Muslims and establish harmony 

between the two sects. 

2. He regarded devotion to god as an effective means of salvation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kabir 

• Among the disciples of Ramananda the most famous was Kabir. He was born near 

Banaras to a brahmin widow. But he was brought up by a Muslim couple who were 

weavers by profession. He possessed an inquiring mind and while in Benares learnt 

much about Hinduism. He became familiar with Islamic teachings also and Ramananda 

initiated him into the higher knowledge of Hindu and Muslim religious and 

philosophical ideas. Kabir’s object was to reconcile Hindus and Muslims and establish 
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harmony between the two sects. He denounced idolatry and rituals and laid great 

emphasis on the equality of man before God. He emphasized the essential oneness 

of all religions by describing Hindus and Muslims ‘as pots of the same clay’. To him 

Rama and Allah, temple and mosque were the same. He regarded devotion to god as 

an effective means of salvation and urged that to achieve this one must have a pure 

heart, free from cruelty, dishonesty, hypocrisy and insincerity. He is regarded as the 

greatest of the mystic saints and his followers are called Kabirpanthis. 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding Small Finance Banks 

1. Small Finance Banks can lend 75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority 

sector. 

2. These banks can open branches with prior RBI approval for first five years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Small finance banks: 

• The small finance bank will primarily undertake basic banking activities of acceptance 

of deposits and lending to unserved and underserved sections including small business 

units, small and marginal farmers, micro and small industries and unorganized sector 

entities. 

What they can do? 

• Take small deposits and disburse loans. 

• Distribute mutual funds, insurance products and other simple third-party financial 

products. 

• Lend 75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority sector. 

• Maximum loan size would be 10% of capital funds to single borrower, 15% to a group. 

• Minimum 50% of loans should be up to 25 lakhs. 

What they cannot do? 

• Lend to big corporates and groups. 

• Cannot open branches with prior RBI approval for first five years. 
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• Other financial activities of the promoter must not mingle with the bank. 

• It cannot set up subsidiaries to undertake non-banking financial services activities. 

• Cannot be a business correspondent of any bank. 

 

 

49. Consider the following statements regarding Babur 

1. He was related to Timur from his father’s side and to Chengiz Khan through his 

mother. 

2. He wrote his memoirs, Tuzuk-i-Baburi in persian language. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Babur (1526-1530) 

• Babur was the founder of the Mughal Empire in India. His original name was 

Zahiruddin Muhammad. He was related to Timur from his father’s side and to Chengiz 

Khan through his mother. Babur succeeded his father Umar Shaikh Mirza as the ruler 

of Farghana. 
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Estimate of Babur 

• Babur was a great statesman and a man of solid achievements. He was also a great 

scholar in Arabic and Persian languages. Turki was his mother tongue. He wrote his 

memoirs, Tuzuk-i-Baburi in Turki language. It provides a vivid account of India. He 

frankly confesses his own failures without suppressing any facts. He was also a 

naturalist and described the flora and fauna of India. 

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding Sea Guardians 2020 

1. It is a joint naval drill between India and China. 

2. It will focus on augmenting interoperability and strategic cooperation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Sea Guardians 2020 is a joint naval drill between Pakistan and China. The latest 

edition is being held in Karachi. It is the sixth in the bilateral series. 

• It will focus on “augmenting interoperability and strategic cooperation.”  It involved 

Special Forces, warships, aerial assets and, for the first time, submarines in a series of 

live-fire exercises. 

 

DAY – 55 (InstaTest-55) 

 

51. Consider the following statements regarding Huntington disease 

1. It is a communicable disease which affects the working of human brain. 

2. It causes uncontrolled movements, impaired coordination of balance and 

movement and a decline in cognitive abilities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Huntington Disease (HD) 

• It is a progressive genetic disorder which affects the brain. It causes uncontrolled 

movements, impaired coordination of balance and movement, a decline in cognitive 

abilities, difficulty in concentrating and memory lapses, mood swings and 

personality changes. 

• Mutations in the HTT gene (also called Huntington or HD gene) cause Huntington 

Disease (HD) 

• Huntington disease affects an estimated 3 to 7 per 100,000 people of European 

ancestry. The disorder appears to be less common in some other populations, 

including people of Japanese, Chinese, and African descent. 

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/condition/huntington-disease  

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Patola Sarees 

1. The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) inaugurated the first “Patola 

Saree” production unit in Maharashtra. 

2. It has received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 

3. It is a double ikat woven sari, usually made from silk. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Patola Sarees 

• The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) inaugurated the first “Patola 

Saree” production unit in Gujarat. 
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• Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has inaugurated a first Silk Processing 

Plant at Surendranagar in Gujarat. 

• The plant would help to reduce the cost of production of silk yarn and increase the 

sale and availability of raw material for Gujarati Patola Sarees locally. 

Key facts: 

• Patola, the trademark saree of Gujarat, is considered to be very costly and worn only 

by royals or aristocrats. 

• It is a double ikat woven sari, usually made from silk, made in Patan, Gujarat, India. 

• The reason high cost of Patola sarees is that the silk yarn used to make them is 

purchased from Karnataka or West Bengal, where silk processing units are situated. 

This increases the cost of the fabric manifolds. 

• It has received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2013. 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding Basavanna 

1. Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as 

Vachanaas. 

2. He introduced new public institutions such as the Anubhava Mantapa. 

3. Virashaiva movement shared its roots in the Tamil Bhakti movement, particularly 

the Alvars traditions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

Basavanna 

• Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada poet and a social 

reformer during the reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, India. 

• Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as 

Vachanaas. Basavanna rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions and 

rituals. 

• He introduced new public institutions such as the Anubhava Mantapa (or, the “hall of 

spiritual experience”), which welcomed men and women from all socio-economic 

backgrounds to discuss spiritual and mundane questions of life, in open. 
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• As a leader, he developed and inspired a new devotional movement named 

Virashaivas, or “ardent, heroic worshippers of Shiva”. This movement shared its roots 

in the Tamil Bhakti movement, particularly the Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the 

7th- to 11th-century. 

• Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led 

by Brahmins, and replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through 

practices such as individually worn icons and symbols like a small linga. 

• Basavanna is the first Kannadiga in whose honour a commemorative coin has been 

minted in recognition of his social reforms. 

• In November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi inaugurated the statue 

of Basavanna along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London. 

Basavanna and Sharana movement: 

• The Sharana movement he presided over attracted people from all castes, and like 

most strands of the Bhakti movement, produced a corpus of literature, the vachanas, 

that unveiled the spiritual universe of the Veerashaiva saints. 

• The egalitarianism of Basavanna’s Sharana movement was too radical for its times. 

• He set up the Anubhava Mandapa, where the Sharanas, drawn from different castes 

and communities, gathered and engaged in learning and discussions. 

• Sharanas challenged the final bastion of the caste order: they organised a wedding 

where the bridegroom was from a lower caste, and the bride a Brahmin. 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding Saraswati Samman award 

1. The award is presented by the Sahitya Akademi 

2. It is the annual award given to an outstanding literary work in any Indian language 

mentioned in Schedule VIII of the Constitution. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Saraswati samman 

• Eligibility: Saraswati Samman is the annual award given to an outstanding literary 

work in any Indian language mentioned in Schedule VIII of the Constitution and 

published in 10 years preceding the specified award year. 

• Significance: It is the highest recognition in the field of Indian literature in the country 

and carries a citation, a plaque and award money of ₹15 lakh. 

• The award is presented by the KK Birla Foundation, a literary and cultural organisation 

that also gives the Vyas Samman for Hindi, and Bihari Puraskar for Hindi and 

Rajasthani writers of Rajasthan. 

 

55. Consider the following statements regarding Industrial Security Annex (ISA) 

1. It is part of the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) 

2. It would allow Indian private sector to collaborate with the U.S defence industry. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Industrial Security Annex (ISA) 

• It would allow Indian private sector to collaborate with the U.S defence industry (ISA 

is particularly essential as the Indian industry looks for a greater role in defence 

manufacturing). 

• Till now, sharing of information was limited to the Indian government and the defence 

public sector undertakings. 

• The ISA will give a boost to the Indian private sector looking for a greater role in 

defence manufacturing 

• ISA is part of the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA). 

 

56. Which of the following is/are the criteria for the selection of classical language? 

1. High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years. 

2. The literary tradition can be original or borrowed from another speech 

community. 
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3. A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by 

generations of speakers. 

4. The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also 

be a discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its 

offshoots. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

Classical language 

• At the recently concluded 93rd edition of the Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya 

Sammelan, a resolution was passed demanding the declaration of Marathi as a 

‘Classical’ language. 

What are ‘Classical’ languages in India? 

• Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status: Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit 

(2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014). 

Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are: 

• High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years. 

• A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by 

generations of speakers. 

• The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community. 

• The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be 

a discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

How are the Classical languages promoted? Various benefits: 

• Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical Indian 

languages. 

• A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up. 

• The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at least in the 

Central Universities, a certain number of Professional Chairs for the Classical 

Languages so declared. 
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57. Consider the following statements regarding Bharati Script 

1. It has been developed by researchers from IIT Madras Madras, led by Dr. Srinivasa 

Chakravarthy. 

2. It is a unified script for nine Indian languages. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Bharati Script 

• Researchers from IIT Madras have developed a unified script for nine Indian 

languages, named the Bharati Script. 

• Now, going a step further, developed a method for reading documents in Bharati 

script using a multi-lingual optical character recognition (OCR) scheme. 

What is Optical Character Recognition (OCR) scheme? 

• It involves first separating (or segmenting) the document into text and non-text. 

• The text is then segmented into paragraphs, sentences words and letters. 

• Each letter has to be recognised as a character in some recognisable format such as 

ASCII or Unicode. 

• The letter has various components such as the basic consonant, consonant modifiers, 

vowels etc. 

What is Bharati Script? 

• It is an alternative script for the languages of India developed by a team at the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) in Madras lead by Dr. Srinivasa Chakravarthy. 

• The scripts that have been integrated include Devnagari, Bengali, Gurmukhi, Gujarati, 

Oriya, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Tamil. 

 

58. Consider the following statements regarding Konark Sun Temple 

1. It was built by King Narasimhadeva I of Ganga dynasty. 

2. The temple is included in UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

3. It was conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Konark Sun Temple 

• A plan to restore and preserve the nearly 800-year-old Konark Sun Temple in Odisha 

would be drawn up soon. 

About the Temple: 

• Built in the 13th century, the Konark temple was conceived as a gigantic chariot of 

the Sun God, with 12 pairs of exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses. 

• It was built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty. 

• The temple is included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural 

greatness and also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work. 

• The temple is perfect blend of Kalinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient 

natural beauty. 

• It is protected under the National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments 

and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its Rules (1959). 

• The Konark is the third link of Odisha’s Golden Triangle. The first link is Jagannath Puri 

and the second link is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of Odisha). 

• This temple was also known as ‘BLACK PAGODA’ due to its dark color and used as a 

navigational landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha. Similarly, the Jagannath Temple 

in Puri was called the “White Pagoda”. 

• It remains a major pilgrimage site for Hindus, who gather here every year for the 

Chandrabhaga Mela around the month of February. 

 

59. Consider the following statements regarding Vishwa Shanti Stupa (World peace pagoda) 

1. It is located in Sanchi. 

2. It is the world’s highest peace pagoda. 

3. It was conceptualised by neo-Buddhist organisation Nipponzan Myohoji and built 

by Japanese monk Fujii Guruji. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Vishwa Shanti Stupa 

• Golden Jubilee of Vishwa Shanti Stupa was commemorated in Rajgir recently. 

About Vishwa Shanti Stupa (World peace pagoda): 

• Constructed atop the Ratnagiri Hill, it is the world’s highest peace pagoda. 

• Conceptualised by neo-Buddhist organisation Nipponzan Myohoji and built by 

Japanese monk Fujii Guruji. 

• Built completely with marble, the stupa comprises four golden statues of Lord Buddha 

with each representing his life periods of birth, enlightenment, preaching and death. 

• There are 7 Peace Pagoda or Shanti Stupas in India, other Stupas are Global Vipassana 

Pagoda Mumbai, Deekshabhoomi Stupa Nagpur and Buddha Smriti Park Stupa 

Patna. 

About Rajgir: 

• The first Buddhist Council, immediately after the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha, 

was convened at this place which presently is called Rajgir. 

• It was at the Gridhakuta, the hill of the vultures, where Buddha made Bimbisara 

convert to Buddhism. 

• Rajgir is also known as Panchpahari as it is surrounded by five holy hills. 

• The legend has it that the ancient city Rajagriha existed even before Lord Buddha 

attained enlightenment. It was the ancient capital city of the Magadh rulers until the 

5th century BC when Ajatashatru moved the capital to Pataliputra (which is now 

known as Patna). 

• Lord Mahavira too spent 14 years of his life at Rajgir and nearby areas. 

 

60. Geological Survey of India comes under which of the following ministry? 

(a) Ministry of Science and Technology 

(b) Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(c) Ministry of Mines 

(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
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Solution: C 

 

Geological Survey of India: 

• The Geological Survey of India (GSI), founded in 1851, 

• It is a Government of India Ministry of Mines organisation, one of the oldest of such 

organisations in the world and the second oldest survey in India after Survey of India 

(founded in 1767). 

• It works for conducting geological surveys and studies of India, and also as the prime 

provider of basic earth science information to government, industry and general 

public, as well as the official participant in steel, coal, metals, cement, power 

industries and international geoscientific forums. 

• GSI (geology) as well as ASI (archaeology), BSI (botany), FiSI (fisheries), FSI (forests), 

IIEE (ecology), NIO (oceanography), RGCCI (population survey) and language survey), 

SI (cartography), and ZSI (zoology) are key national survey organisations of India. 

 

61. Arrange the following architecture chronologically from the earliest to latest 

1. Red-Fort 

2. Virupaksha temple 

3. Qutub Minar 

4. Lingaraja temple 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 2 4 1 3 

 (b) 4 2 1 3 

 (c) 4 2 3 1 

 (d) 2 4 3 1 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The great Virupaksha temple, dedicated to Siva as Lokesavara, by the queen of 

Vikramaditya II datable to 740 A.D., was most likely built by workmen brought from 

Kanchipuram, and in direct imitation of the Kailasanath at Kanchipuram. 

• The Lingaraja temple, datable to about 1000 A.D., is perhaps the most marvellous 

temple ever erected in this century, the grandest and the loftiest (above 36.50 m. high) 

marking the culmination of the architectural activities at Bhubaneswar. 

• The Qutub Minar of Mehrauli was built around 1199 by Qutub-ud-din and finally 

completed by his son-in-law and successor IItutmish (1210-35). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  50 Insights IAS 

• In 1638 Shahjahan shifted his capital from Agra to Delhi and laid the foundation of 

Shahjanabad, the Seventh City of Delhi, containing his famous citadel, the Red-Fort, 

which was begun in 1639 and completed after 9 years. 

 

62. Consider the following statements regarding Whiteflies 

1. Cotton is one of the worst-hit crops by whiteflies. 

2. Bt cotton is resistant to whiteflies 

3. They are one of the top ten devastating pests in the world that damage more than 

2000 plant species. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Whiteflies are one of the top ten devastating pests in the world that damage more 

than 2000 plant species and also function as vectors for some 200-plant viruses. 

• Cotton is one of the worst-hit crops by whiteflies. As two-third of the cotton crop was 

destroyed by the whiteflies in Punjab in 2015 

• Even though Bt cotton is also genetically-modified cotton is developed, it is resistant 

to two pests only and not resistant to whiteflies. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/scientists-ready-for-field-trials-of-

pest-resistant-cotton-variety/article31100889.ece  

 

63. Which of the following literature was written by  Kalidasa? 

1. Kumarasambhava 

2. Raghuvamsa 

3. Mricchakatika 

4. Swapnavasavadatta 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 
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 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The tallest figure in the sphere of epic poetry is Kalidasa (between A.D. 380-A.D. 415). 

He wrote two great epics, Kumarasambhava (the birth of Kumar), and Raghuvamsa 

(the dynasty of the Raghus). 

• In the Kavya tradition, more care is bestowed on the form, such as the style, figure of 

speech, conceits, descriptions, etc., and the story-theme is pushed to the background. 

The overall purpose of such a poem is to bring out the efficacy of a religious and 

cultured way of life, without flouting any ethical norms. 

• Other distinguished poets, like Bharavi (550 A.D.), wrote Kiratarjuniyam (Kirat and 

Arjun) and Magha (65-700 A.D.) wrote Sishupalavadha (the killing of Shishupal). There 

are several other poets like Sriharsha and Bhatti who are of great merit. 

 

64. Consider the following statements regarding Arayankas 

1. They are said to be compilations of ritualistic information on the birth and death 

cycles. 

2. They describe the rituals and sacrifices involved in the Vedas from various 

perspectives. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Arayankas are also texts attached to the Vedas and they describe the rituals and 

sacrifices involved in the Vedas from various perspectives. They are said to be 

compilations of ritualistic information on the birth and death cycles as well as the 

complexity of the soul. It is argued that holy and learned men, called Munis, who 

preferred to dwell within the limits of the forests, taught them. 
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65. Consider the following statements regarding Three Seas Initiative 

1. It is a forum that brings together Twelve European Union member states between 

the Adriatic Sea, the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea. 

2. It was setup to fight covid-19 pandemic through effective co-operation between 

the nation-states. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Three Seas Initiative is a flexible political platform, at Presidential level, launched 

in 2015. The Initiative includes the 12 EU Member States located between the 

Adriatic, the Baltic and the Black Seas: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. 

• It aims to promote economic growth, security and a stronger and more cohesive 

Europe. 

http://three-seas.eu/  

 

66. Match the following Buddhist symbols with their meaning 

1. Elephant depicts the dream of Queen Maya. 

2. Bull depicts the month in which Buddha was born. 

3. Horse represents the horse Kanthaka, which Buddha is said to have used for going 

away from princely life. 

4. The Lion shows the attainment of enlightenment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 
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National Emblem 

• The abacus and the animal part of the Sarnath pillar forms the official national 

emblem of India. In the abacus of the Sarnath pillar, four animals are shown 

representing four directions – a galloping horse (west), a bull (east), an elephant 

(south) and a lion (north). The animals seem to follow each other turning the wheel of 

existence till eternity. 

• The Elephant depicts the dream of Queen Maya, a white elephant entering her womb. 

The Bull depicts the zodiac sign of Taurus, the month in which Buddha was born. The 

Horse represents the horse Kanthaka, which Buddha is said to have used for going 

away from princely life. The Lion shows the attainment of enlightenment. 

 

67. Consider the following statements regarding Greek Art 

1. The Idealistic style of Greeks is reflected in the muscular depictions of Gods and 

showing strength and beauty. 

2. They extensively used concrete in their sculptures. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Greek Art and Roman Art 

• There exists some difference between Greek and Roman styles and Gandhara School 

integrates both the styles. The idealistic style of Greeks is reflected in the muscular 

depictions of Gods and other men showing strength and beauty. Lots of Greek 

mythological figures from the Greek Parthenon have been sculpted using marble. 

• On the other hand, Romans used art for ornamentation and decoration and is realistic 

in nature as opposed to Greek idealism. The Roman art projects realism and depicts 

real people and major historical events. The Romans used concrete in their sculptures. 

They were also famous for their mural paintings. 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding International Maritime Organization 

1. India is member to this organization. 

2. It can enforce the polices on members countries. 
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3. The IMO adopted the Hong Kong Convention in 2009 which is recently came into 

force. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

• The International Maritime Organization – is the United Nations specialized agency 

with responsibility for the safety and security of shipping and the prevention of marine 

pollution by ships. 

• The IMO’s primary purpose is to develop and maintain a comprehensive regulatory 

framework for shipping and its remit today includes safety, environmental concerns, 

legal matters, technical co-operation, maritime security and the efficiency of shipping. 

• The IMO adopted the Hong Kong Convention in 2009. It is aimed at ensuring that ships 

being recycled after reaching the end of their operational lives do not pose any 

unnecessary risks to human health, safety and the environment. Hong Kong 

Convention 2009 is not yet in force. 

• IMO is governed by an assembly of members and is financially administered by a 

council of members elected from the assembly. 

• The IMO is not responsible for enforcing its policies. There is no enforcement 

mechanism to implement the policies of the IMO. 

• The IMO’s structure comprises the Assembly, the Council, the Maritime Safety 

Committee, the Marine Environment Protection Committee, the Legal Committee, the 

Technical Cooperation Committee, and the secretariat, headed by a Secretary-

General. 

• India joined the IMO in 1959. The IMO currently lists India as among the 10 states 

with the ‘largest interest in international seaborne trade’. 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding Lepakshi Paintings 

1. These mural paintings were executed on Veerabhadra temple walls at Lepakshi, 

Andhra Pradesh. 

2. The paintings show extensive use of primary colours, especially blue. 

3. The forms, figures and details of their costumes are outlined with black colour. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  55 Insights IAS 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Lepakshi Paintings 

• Located in the Anantapur district of Andhra Pradesh, these mural paintings were 

executed on Veerabhadra temple walls at Lepakshi in 16th Century. 

• Made during the Vijaynagara period, they follow a religious theme, based on 

Ramayana, Mahabharata and incarnations of Vishnu. 

• The paintings show a complete absence of primary colours, especially blue. They 

depict a decline in painting in terms of quality. The forms, figures and details of their 

costumes are outlined with black colour. 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention 

(BTWC) 

1. It entered into force in 1990’s. 

2. It is the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the production of an entire 

category of weapons. 

3. India is party to the convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 
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• The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), the first multilateral disarmament treaty 

banning the development, production and stockpiling of an entire category of 

weapons of mass destruction, was opened for signature on 10 April 1972. 

• The BWC entered into force on 26 March 1975. 

• India signed the convention in 1973. 

Biological Weapon: 

• Biological weapons are complex systems that disseminate disease-causing organisms 

or toxins to harm or kill humans, animals or plants. They generally consist of two parts 

– a weaponized agent and a delivery mechanism. 

• In addition to strategic or tactical military applications, biological weapons can be used 

for political assassinations, the infection of livestock or agricultural produce to cause 

food shortages and economic loss, the creation of environmental catastrophes, and 

the introduction of widespread illness, fear and mistrust among the public. 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/bio/  

 

71. Which of the following are preconditions that are necessary to be fulfilled for making 

Miniature paintings. 

1. The painting should be larger than 25 square inch. 

2. The subject of the painting should be painted in not more than 1/6th of the actual 

size. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

There are several preconditions that are necessary to be fulfilled for making Miniature 

paintings. 

• The painting should not be larger than 25 square inch. 

• The subject of the painting should be painted in not more than 1/6th of the actual 

size. 

For example, an adult head of 9 inches would not be painted larger than 1.5 inches. 
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In most of the Indian miniature paintings, the human figurine is seen with the side profile. 

They usually have bulging eyes, pointed nose and slim waist. In the Rajasthani miniatures the 

skin colour of the characters is brown, while in the Mughal paintings they are generally fairer. 

Furthermore, the colour of divine beings like Lord Krishna is blue. The women figurines have 

long hair and the colour of their eyes and hair are generally black. Men generally wear 

traditional clothes and have a turban on their head. 

 

72. Match the following folk art with the regions they belong 

1. Patua Art : Bihar 
2. Manjusha Painting : Bengal 
3. Paitkar Painting : Jharkhand 
4. Phad Painting : Rajasthan 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Patua Art 

• The art of Bengal, Patua art dates back around a thousand years. It started out as a 

village tradition by painters telling Mangal Kavyas or auspicious stories of Gods and 

Goddesses. 

Paitkar Painting 

• Practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand, Paitkar paintings or scroll paintings are 

considered one of the ancient schools of painting in the country. This old form of 

painting has cultural association with Ma Mansa, one of the most popular goddesses 

in tribal household. 

Manjusha Painting 

• This art form belongs to Bhagalpur region of Bihar. It is also known as Angika art, 

where ‘ang’ refers to one of the Mahajan Pada. Since snake motifs are always present, 

it is also called snake painting. These paintings are executed on boxes of jute and 

paper. 
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Phad Painting 

• It is predominantly found in Rajasthan and is a scroll-type art. It is religious in nature 

and comprises of drawings of local deities, Pabuji and Devnarayan. 

 

73. Which of the following criteria’s a state must satisfy to get Special Category Status? 

1. Must be economically backward with poor infrastructure. 

2. The states must be located in hilly and challenging terrain. 

3. They should have low population density and significant tribal population. 

4. Should be strategically situated along the borders of neighboring countries. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• There is no provision of Special Category Status in the Constitution; the Central 

government extends financial assistance to states that are at a comparative 

disadvantage against others. The concept of SCS emerged in 1969 when the Gadgil 

formula (that determined Central assistance to states) was approved. 

• Besides tax breaks and other benefits, the State with SCS will get 90% of all the 

expenditure on centrally sponsored schemes as Central grant. The rest of the 10% will 

also be given as a loan at zero per cent interest. Usually, the ratio for general category 

States is 70% loan and 30% grant. 

• First SCS was accorded in 1969 to Jammu and Kashmir, Assam and Nagaland. Over the 

years, eight more states were added to the list — Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura and, finally, in 2010, 

Uttarakhand. Until 2014-15, SCS meant these 11 states received a variety of benefits 

and sops. 

Prominent guidelines for getting SCS status: 

• Must be economically backward with poor infrastructure. 

• The states must be located in hilly and challenging terrain. 

• They should have low population density and significant tribal population. 

• Should be strategically situated along the borders of neighboring countries. 
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74. Consider the following statements regarding PM-Cares Fund 

1. The Fund is a public charitable trust with the Prime Minister as its Chairman 

2. Contributions by corporates to this fund will be considered as social welfare 

spending under the companies act, 2013. 

3. Leader of opposition (Lok Sabha) is ex-officio trustee of it. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 3 only 

 (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

PM-CARES Fund 

• The government has set up the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in 

Emergency Situations Fund (PM-CARES Fund) to deal with any kind of emergency or 

distress situation like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of 

Defence, Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are 

ex-officio Trustees of the Fund. 

• The Chairperson of the Board of Trustees (Prime Minister) shall have the power to 

nominate three trustees to the Board of Trustees who shall be eminent persons in the 

field of research, health, science, social work, law, public administration and 

philanthropy. 

• Any person appointed a Trustee shall act in a pro bono capacity. 

Other Details: 

• The fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions from individuals/organizations 

and does not get any budgetary support. The fund will be utilised in meeting the 

objectives as stated above. 

• Contributions by corporates to this fund will be considered as social welfare spending 

under the companies’ law 

https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/about-pm-cares-fund/  
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75. Consider the following statements regarding Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

1. It was constituted under Drugs Control Act, 1950. 

2. It is the nodal drug law enforcement and intelligence agency of India responsible 

for fighting drug trafficking and the abuse of illegal substances. 

3. It functions under Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

• It was created in March 1986 in terms of Section 4 (3) of the Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985. 

• It is the nodal drug law enforcement and intelligence agency of India responsible for 

fighting drug trafficking and the abuse of illegal substances. 

• It works in close cooperation with Customs and Central Excise, State Police 

Department, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Central Economic Intelligence 

Bureau (CEIB) and other Indian intelligence and law enforcement agencies both at the 

national and states level. 

• It also provides resources and training to personnel of India’s law enforcement 

agencies in fighting drug trafficking. It also monitors India’s frontiers to track down 

points where smuggling activities take place with foreign traffickers. 

• It comes under the Union ministry of Home Affairs. 

 

DAY – 56 (InstaTest-56) 

 

76. Consider the following statements 

1. Bio fortification is a process to increase the bioavailability and the concentration 

of nutrients in crops through both conventional plant breeding and genetic 

engineering. 

2. Golden rice is an example of fortified crop. 

3. Bio fortification experimental trials are completely banned in India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Scientists from Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune an autonomous institute under the 

Department of Science & Technology, Government of India, have developed a biofortified 

durum wheat variety MACS 4028, which shows high protein content. 

Biofortification is a process to increase the bioavailability and the concentration of nutrients 

in crops through both conventional plant breeding and genetic engineering. 

Golden rice is a variety of rice (Oryza sativa) produced through genetic engineering to 

biosynthesize beta-carotene, a precursor of vitamin A, in the edible parts of rice. 

Bio fortification experimental trials are not banned in India 

 

Extra Info: 

About MACS 4028 

• It is a semi-dwarf variety, which matures in 102 days. 

• The wheat variety has a high protein content of about 14.7%. 

• It has better nutritional quality having zinc 40.3 ppm, and iron content of 40.3ppm 

and 46.1 ppm respectively, good milling quality and overall acceptability 

• It has shown the superior and stable yielding ability of 19.3 quintals per hectare. 

 

77. Consider the following statements regarding Kambala 

1. It is traditional slush track bull race held annually in coastal districts of Karnataka. 

2. It is performed as a thanksgiving to the Gods for protecting the animals from 

diseases. 

3. Traditionally, it is sponsored by local Tuluva landlords and is non-competitive. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
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 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Kambala 

• It is traditional slush track buffalo race held annually in coastal districts of Karnataka 

to entertain rural people of the area. 

• Traditionally, it is sponsored by local Tuluva landlords and households in the coastal 

districts of Dakshina Kannada and Udupi of Karnataka and Kasaragod of Kerala. 

• Slushy/marshy paddy field track is used for Kambala. 

• Kambala in its traditional form is non-competitive, which is considered a thanksgiving 

to the Gods for protecting the animals from diseases. 

• The sports season generally starts in November and lasts till March. 

• Why it has become controversial? Over the years, it has however become an 

organised sport with animal rights activists claiming that the buffaloes run in the race 

due to fear of being beaten, which the organizers dismiss, saying no violence is 

involved and that several modifications had been made to ensure that it is an animal 

friendly event. 

Jallikattu 

• Jallikattu is a traditional event in which a bull, such as the Pulikulam or Kangayam 

breeds, is released into a crowd of people, and multiple human participants attempt 

to grab the large hump on the bull’s back with both arms and hang on to it while the 

bull attempts to escape. 

 

78. Consider the following statements regarding Asiatic Society of Mumbai 

1. The President of India is the Society’s Chief Patron. 

2. It is a learned society whose activities include conducting historical research, 

awarding historians, and running an institute of post-graduate studies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Asiatic Society of Mumbai 

• Asiatic Society of Mumbai has elected the first woman president in the 215 years of 

its existence. 

• Prof Vispi Balaporia will now head the institution. 

About Asiatic Society, Mumbai: 

• It is a learned society whose activities include conducting historical research, awarding 

historians, and running an institute of post-graduate studies. 

• Its library, home to over 1 lakh books, consists of rare manuscripts contributed to it 

by the East India Company, as well as generous donations. 

• The Society offers Junior Fellowships for research and recommends scholars for the 

Tagore National Fellowship of the Ministry of Culture. 

• The Governor of Maharashtra is the Society’s Chief Patron. 

It’s evolution: 

• It began journey in 1804 as the Literary Society of Bombay. 

• Founded by Sir James Mackintosh, a Scottish colonial administrator who had a keen 

interest in Oriental studies. 

• In 1826, it became the Mumbai arm of the London-based Royal Asiatic Society of 

Great Britain and Ireland and came to be called the Bombay Branch of the Royal 

Asiatic Society (BBRAS). 

• In 1954, the institution was severed from its London parent and became the Asiatic 

Society of Bombay. In 2002, it acquired its present name. 

 

79. Consider the following statements regarding ExoMars (Exobiology on Mars) programme 

1. It is a joint endeavour between ESA and the Russian space agency (Roscosmos). 

2. The primary goal of the ExoMars programme is to address the question of 

whether life has ever existed on Mars 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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ExoMars (Exobiology on Mars) programme 

• It is a joint endeavour between ESA and the Russian space agency (Roscosmos). 

• The primary goal of the ExoMars programme is to address the question of whether 

life has ever existed on Mars. 

• The ExoMars programme comprises two missions: the first – the Trace Gas Orbiter – 

launched in 2016 while the second, comprising a rover and surface platform, is 

planned for 2022. Together they will address the question of whether life has ever 

existed on Mars. 

THE LAUNCH 

• ExoMars 2016: 14 March 2016 (arrived 19 October 2016) 

• ExoMars 2022: August – October (landing April or July 2023) 

• Launch site: Baikonur, Kazakhstan 

• Launcher: Proton 

http://www.esa.int/Science_Exploration/Human_and_Robotic_Exploration/Exploration/Exo

Mars  

 

80. Consider the following statements regarding Lalit Kala Akademi 

1. The LKA was the principal establishment to direct its focus on activities in the field 

of visual arts. 

2. The secretary to Ministry of Culture is the Ex-officio chairman. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Lalit Kala Akademi was inaugurated in New Delhi on August 5th, 1954, by the then 

Minister for Education, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. The youngest of the three 

Akademies founded by the Government of India, the Lalit Kala Akademi was 

established in pursuance of the dream of the first Prime Minister of independent India, 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for a cultural and national identity. Thus the Lalit Kala 

Akademi as one among three such national organizations, that emerged. The LKA was 

the principal establishment to direct its focus on activities in the field of visual arts. 

• Chairman: Eminent person from the field. 
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81. Consider the following statements regarding Raga 

1. The word ‘raga’ comes from the Sanskrit word ‘Ranj’, which literally means to 

delight or to make happy and satisfy a person. 

2. The ragas form the basis of the rhythm. 

3. Each melodic structure of the raga has something similar to the distinct 

personality subject and the mood evoked by the sounds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

Raga 

• The word ‘raga’ comes from the Sanskrit word ‘Ranj’, which literally means to delight 

or to make happy and satisfy a person. The ragas form the basis of the melody, while 

the tala becomes the basis of the rhythm. Each melodic structure of the raga has 

something similar to the distinct personality subject and the mood evoked by the 

sounds. 

The basic element necessary for the working of a raga is the note on which they are based. 

According to the number of notes in the raga, there are three main jaatis or categories: 

• Audav/Odava Raga: is the ‘pentatonic’ raga, contains 5 notes 

• Shadava Raga: is the ‘hexatonic’ raga, contains 6 notes 

• Sampurna Raga: is a ‘heptatonic’ raga, contains 7 notes 

A raga is neither a scale nor a mode but it is a scientific, precise, subtle and aesthetic melodic 

form with its own peculiar ascending and descending movement, which consists of either a 

full octave, or a series of 5 or 6 or 7 notes. There are three major types of Raga or Raga Bhed. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) 

1. It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

2. It creates awareness about generic medicines through education and publicity so 

that quality is not synonymous with only high price. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

• Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched by 

the Department of Pharmaceuticals in 2008 under the name Jan Aushadi Campaign. 

• Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency for PMBJP. The 

Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India works under the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers. 

• PMBJP stores have been set up to provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser 

prices but are equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs. 

• It also intends to extend the coverage of quality generic medicines so as to reduce the 

out of pocket expenditure on medicines and thereby redefine the unit cost of 

treatment per person. 

• It will create awareness about generic medicines through education and publicity so 

that quality is not synonymous with an only high price. 

http://janaushadhi.gov.in/pmjy.aspx  

 

83. Consider the following statements regarding Thumri 

1. The thumri is very lyrical in its structure and presentation. 

2. Thumri is a love song. 

3. The musical grammar is strictly adhered to in thumri. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 
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• Thumri and Tappa are popular types heard in concerts. The thumri is very lyrical in 

its structure and presentation. These forms are termed as ‘semi’ or ‘light’ classical. 

Thumri is a love song and hence the textual beauty is very important. This is closely 

coordinated with the musical rendition. And keeping in mind its mood a thumri is 

usually set to ragas like Khamaj, Kaphi, Bhairavi and so on and the musical grammar 

is not strictly adered to. There are two styles of thumri singing: the Poorab or Banaras 

which is fairly slow and staid and the Punjab style which is more mercurial. Rasoolan 

Devi, Siddheshwari Devi are prominent musicians of this style. 

• The Tappa consists of the song uttered in fast note patterns. It is a difficult 

composition and needs much practice. Both the Thumri and Tappa require special 

training as do the Dhrupad and Khyal forms of singing. Ragas in which Tappa 

compositions are set remain same as in Thumri style. Pt. L.K. Pandit, Malini Rajurkar 

are names who specialize this form of singing. 

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding Hindustani and Carnatic music 

1. In Haripala’s Sangeeta Sudhakara, the terms Carnatic and Hindustani are found 

for the first time. 

2. Both the systems of music received their nourishment from the same original 

source. 

3. The birth of the Musical Trinity – Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama 

Sastri ushered in an era of dynamic development in Carnatic music. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The course of the evolution of Indian music saw the emergence of two different sub 

systems as Hindustani and Carnatic music. In Haripala’s “Sangeeta Sudhakara”, 

written in the 14th century A.D., the terms Carnatic and Hindustani are found for the 

first time. The two distinct styles, Hindustani and Carnatic came into vogue after the 

advent of the Muslims, particularly during the reign of the Mughal Emperors of Delhi. 

Both the systems of music received their nourishment from the same original source. 
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• Whereas the Indian music of the Northern part of India assimilated some features of 

the music of the Persian and Arabic musicians who adorned the courts of the Mughal 

rulers of Delhi, the music of the South continued to develop along its own original 

lines. But the fundamental aspects of both the systems of the North and South have 

been the same. 

• It is said, that South Indian Music, as known today, flourished in Deogiri the capital 

city of the Yadavas in the middle ages, and that after the invasion and plunder of the 

city by the Muslims, the entire cultural life of the city took shelter in the Carnatic 

Empire of Vijayanagar under the reign of Krishnadevaraya. Thereafter, the music of 

South India came to be known as Carnatic Music. 

• The birth of the Musical Trinity – Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri 

– at Tiruvarur between the years 1750 to 1850 A.D. ushered in an era of dynamic 

development in Carnatic music. The Trinity were not only contemporaries among 

themselves but, also contemporaries of great composers of Western Music, as 

Beethoven, Mozart, Wagner and Haydn. It was the ‘Golden Age’ of music throughout 

the world. Carnatic music reached its pinnacle of artistic excellence during this 

period. 

 

85. Consider the following statements regarding E-Waste generation in India 

1. The recycling of e-waste is doubled in 2018-2019. 

2. India ranks second in the generation of e-waste. 

3. E-waste (Management) Rules (2016) enforces the Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

E-waste recycling has doubled in the country in 2018-19 

• The government has reported that the recycling rate of 10% in 2017-18 has risen to 

20% in 2018-19 

• India ranks fifth among E-waste producing countries, after the US, China, Japan and 

Germany. 
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• The government has implemented the E-waste (Management) Rules (2016) which 

enforces the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Under EPR, producers have 

been made responsible to collect a certain percentage of E-waste generated from 

their goods once they have reached their “end-of-life”] 

E-Waste (Electronic-Waste): It is the term used to describe old, end-of-life or discarded 

electronic appliances. It includes computers, mobiles, consumer electronics etc. 

 

86. Consider the following statements regarding Pandavani 

1. It is the folk music of Uttar Pradesh 

2. It is based on the grand epic-Mahabharata and Bhima as hero. 

3. The main singer continuously sits throughout the performance and with powerful 

singing and symbolic gestures he assumes all the characters of the episode one 

after another. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Pandavani, Chhattisgarh 

• In Pandavani, tales from Mahabharata are sung as a ballad and one or two episodes 

are chosen for the night’s performance. The main singer continuously sits throughout 

the performance and with powerful singing and symbolic gestures he assumes all the 

characters of the episode one after another. 

• This type of folk music is based on the grand epic-Mahabharata and Bhima as hero. 

It is all inclusive of gayan (singing) and vadan (playing an instrument). Usually the 

songs are set to the rhythm of a tambura. One of the most well-known artists is 

Tijanbai from the state of Chhattisgarh who won the Padma Shri and the Padma 

Bhushan for her contribution to this musical field. 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding three aspects of Dance 

1. Natya highlights the dramatic element 

2. Nritya is performed specifically to convey the meaning of a theme or idea. 
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3. Nritta on the other hand, is pure dance where body movements do not express 

any mood (bhava), nor do they convey any meaning. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The earliest treatise on dance available to us is Bharat Muni’s Natyashastra, the source book 

of the art of drama, dance and music. It is generally accepted that the date of the work is 

between the 2nd century B.C.E- 2nd century C.E. The Natyashastra is also known as the fifth 

veda. According to the author, he has evolved this veda by taking words from the Rigveda, 

music from the Samaveda, gestures from the Yajurveda and emotions from the Atharvaveda. 

There is also a legend that Brahma himself wrote the Natyaveda, which has over 36,000 

verses. 

As per the ancient treatises, dance is considered as having three aspects: natya, nritya and 

nritta. 

1. Natya highlights the dramatic element and most dance forms do not give emphasis to 

this aspect today with the exception of dance-drama forms like Kathakali.  

2. Nritya is essentially expressional, performed specifically to convey the meaning of a 

theme or idea.  

3. Nritta on the other hand, is pure dance where body movements do not express any 

mood (bhava), nor do they convey any meaning. 

To present nritya and natya effectively, a dancer should be trained to communicate the 

navarasas. These are: love (shringaara), mirth (haasya), compassion (karuna), valour(veera), 

anger (roudra), fear (bhayanak), disgust (bibhatsa), wonder (adbhuta) and peace (shaanta). 

 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary 

1. It is located in the Tamil Nadu. 

2. It consists mainly of dry deciduous type degrading to scrub forest in the fringe 

areas 

3. It is contiguous to Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve and the Cauvery Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary 

• Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary or Male Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary 

is a protected Wildlife sanctuary in the Eastern Ghats and is located in the state of 

Karnataka in India. 

• It is named after the presiding deity “Lord Male Mahadeshwara” of the famed Male 

Mahadeshwara Hills Temple located within the sanctuary. 

• The sanctuary lies in the Chamarajanagar district of Karnataka. 

• It is spread over 906.18 sq km – is contiguous to BRT Tiger Reserve, Sathyamangalam 

Tiger Reserve and the Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary. 

• The Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary will be declared as a tiger reserve soon. 

• It consists mainly of dry deciduous type degrading to scrub forest in the fringe areas, 

and are interspersed with patches of moist deciduous, semi-evergreen, evergreen 

and shola forests occurring at varying altitudes. 

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Bharatnatyam dance 

1. It is known to be ekaharya, where one dancer takes on many roles in a single 

performance. 

2. In this dance form, the Tandava aspect is given more emphasis than Lasya aspects 

of dance. 

3. One of the principal mudras is Kataka Mukha Hasta in which the three fingers are 

joined to symbolise Om. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 
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Bharatnatyam dance is known to be ekaharya, where one dancer takes on many roles in a 

single performance. In the early 19th century, the famous Tanjore Quartette, under the 

patronage of Raja Serfoji are said to have been responsible for the repertoire of 

Bharatnatyam dance as we see it today. 

• The style was kept alive by the devadasis, who were young girls ‘gifted’ by their 

parents to the temples and who were married to the gods. The devadasis performed 

music and dance as offerings to the deities, in the temple courtyards. 

• Bharatnatyam is often referred to as the ‘fire dance’, as it is the manifestation of fire 

in the human body. Most of the movements in Bharatnatyam resemble to that of a 

dancing flame. 

• In this dance form, equal emphasis is given on both the Tandava and Lasya aspects of 

dance, with major emphasis on ‘mudras’. 

• One of the principal mudras is ‘Kataka Mukha Hasta’ in which the three fingers are 

joined to symbolise ‘Om’. 

• In a Bharatnatyam recital, the knees are mostly bent and the weight is equally 

distributed across both the feet. 

• It is also characterised by the ‘Ekcharya Lasyam’ style in which one dancer plays many 

different roles. 

 

90. Consider the following Martial arts and their respective states: 

 Martial Art  State 
1. Kathi Samu : Andhra Pradesh 
2. Thoda martial art : Himachal Pradesh 
3. Thang Ta : Sikkim 
4. Silambam : Tamil Nadu 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

Martial Arts of Indian States 

• Kathi Samu is very old Indian martial art originated in Andhra Pradesh. 

• Thoda martial art also known as the dance of archery from Himachal Pradesh. 

• Varma Kalai is another popular Martial Arts of Tamil Nadu. 
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• Paika is the Orissan martial art and still used as part of the chhau dance. 

• Garadi mane is the fighting arts of Karnataka, taught exclusively for demonstrations 

at festivals. 

• Pehlwani is the most popular form of wrestling from the Indian subcontinent. 

• Thang Ta is popular term for the ancient Manipuri Martial Art also known as HUYEN 

LALLONG. Manipuri martial arts with swords and spears, is a strong yet gracefully 

sophisticated art. 

• Silambam is a weapon-based Indian martial art from Tamil Nadu. Every state has its 

own style of martial arts. A wide variety of weapons are used in silamban, some of 

which are not found anywhere else in the world. 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding National Institute for Smart Government 

1. It is a not-for-profit company setup in a Public-Private-Partnership 

2. It aims to helping the government to realize the national e-governance vision. 

3. It can participate in any bidding process. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

National Institute for Smart Government 

• The National Institute for Smart Government (NISG) is a non-for Profit Company 

incorporated in 2002 by the Government of India and NASSCOM with its head office 

at Hyderabad, India 

• NISG assists Central and State governments in e-Governance initiatives to improve 

services to citizens, businesses, and all sections of the society. 

• NISG is inspired to fulfill the unfinished agenda of the Mahatma: “Helping the 

government bring happiness in the lives of the poor.” 

• It is helping the government to realize the national e-governance vision. 

• Over the past 10 years, NISG has provided services to several Central Ministries and 

State Governments and has been associated with 18 of the 27 MMPs. 

• All the engagements executed by NISG so far have been awarded on nomination basis 

only. 

• As a policy and practice, NISG does not participate in any bidding process. 
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92. Consider the following statements regarding Koothiyattam 

1. It is India’s oldest continuing form of theatre that has survived in Kerala. 

2. The play is performed in only in Sanskrit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Koothiyattam (Koodiyattam) is India’s oldest continuing form of theatre that has 

survived since 10th century A.D. in Kerala. It completely adheres to the rules laid 

down in Natya Shastra and is the traditional privilege of the Chakyar and Nambiar 

castes of Kerala. 

• The play is performed in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Malayalam, with Mizhavu and Edakka 

providing the background music. All the characters begin the play with Nirvahana, a 

recollection of the past events of the story. After this, the story unfolds in a leisurely 

fashion with commentaries on social, philosophical, and political behaviour. 

• Margi Madhu Chakyar is a leading exponent of this art form. 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Kathputli 

1. It is the string puppets of Rajasthan. 

2. It is carved from a single piece of wood; these puppets are like large dolls that are 

colorfully dressed. 

3. These puppets wear long trailing skirts and do not have legs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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Kathputli, Rajasthan 

• The traditional marionettes of Rajasthan are known as Kathputli. Carved from a 

single piece of wood, these puppets are like large dolls that are colourfully dressed. 

Their costumes and headgears are designed in the medieval Rajasthani style of dress, 

which is prevalent even today 

•  The Kathputli is accompanied by a highly dramatised version of the regional music. 

Oval faces, large eyes, arched eyebrows and large lips are some of the distinct facial 

features of these string puppets. These puppets wear long trailing skirts and do not 

have legs. Puppeteers manipulate them with two to five strings which are normally 

tied to their fingers and not to a prop or a support. 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Anticipatory bail 

1. An anticipatory bail shall be limited to a fixed time period and cannot continue till 

the end of the trial. 

2. Anticipatory bail application could be moved by a person even before filing of FIR. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Anticipatory bail 

• A constitution bench of the Supreme Court has ruled that an anticipatory bail cannot 

be limited to a fixed time period and can continue till the end of the trial. 

Background: 

• The judgment came in a reference made by a three-judge bench in the case of Sushila 

Aggarwal v. State of NCT of Delhi regarding the scope of Section 438 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure (CrPC) which provides for grant of anticipatory bail. 

Observations made by the Court: 

• If there are any special circumstances necessitating a limit on the tenure of 

anticipatory bail, it is open for the court to do so. Nothing in Section 438 CrPC compels 

or obliges courts to impose conditions limiting relief in terms of time. 
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• When Parliament has not thought it appropriate to curtail the rights of the citizens, it 

would be not appropriate for the SC to curtail powers granted to courts with regard 

to anticipatory bail. 

• Anticipatory bail application could be moved by a person even before filing of FIR. 

• The court, while granting anticipatory bail, should examine seriousness and gravity of 

the offence to impose any condition on the petitioner, if necessary. 

What is Anticipatory Bail? 

• The provision of anticipatory bail under Section 438 was introduced when CrPC was 

amended in 1973. 

• Section 438 is a procedural provision concerned with personal liberty of each 

individual, who is entitled to the benefit of the presumption of innocence. 

• As opposed to ordinary bail, which is granted to a person who is under arrest, in 

anticipatory bail, a person is directed to be released on bail even before arrest made. 

Who can apply? 

• 438 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, lays down the law on anticipatory bail. 

• Sub-section (1) of the provision reads: “When any person has reason to believe that 

he may be arrested on an accusation of having committed a non-bailable offence, he 

may apply to the High Court or the Court of Session for a direction under this section; 

and that Court may, if it thinks fit, direct that in the event of such arrest, he shall be 

released on bail.” 

• The provision empowers only the Sessions Court and High Court to grant anticipatory 

bail. 

Significance: 

• The reason for enactment of Section 438 in the Code was parliamentary acceptance 

of the crucial underpinning of personal liberty in a free and democratic country. 

• Parliament wished to foster respect for personal liberty and accord primacy to a 

fundamental tenet of criminal jurisprudence that everyone is presumed to be 

innocent till he or she is found guilty. 

• Life and liberty are the cherished attributes of every individual. The urge for freedom 

is natural to each human being. 

• In the 1980 Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia vs State of Punjab case, a five-judge Supreme 

Court bench led by then Chief Justice Y V Chandrachud ruled that S. 438 (1) is to be 

interpreted in the light of Article 21 of the Constitution (protection of life and 

personal liberty). 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Kharosthi script 

1. The Kharosthi script is an ancient script used in ancient Gandhara to write the 

Gandhari Prakrit and Sanskrit. 

2. It was deciphered by James Princep. 
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3. Kharosthi is mostly written right to left. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Kharosthi script 

• The Kharosthi script (3rd Century BC – 3rd Century AD) is an ancient script used in 

ancient Gandhara (present Afghanistan and Pakistan) to write the Gandhari Prakrit 

and Sanskrit. It is a sister script of Brahmi and was deciphered by James Princep again. 

• Kharosthi is also an abugida like Brahmi. Kharosthi includes a set of numerals that are 

similar to Roman numerals like I, X, etc. 

• Kharosthi is mostly written right to left but some inscriptions also show the left to 

right direction of Kharosthi. 

 

96. Consider the following statements regarding Jiyo Parsi Scheme 

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme 

2. It aims to stabilize and increase the population of Parsis in India. 

3. The scheme offers cash assistance to encourage all Parsi couples to have children, 

irrespective of their financial status. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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About Jiyo Parsi scheme: 

• Jiyo Parsi scheme is a Central Sector Scheme for containing population decline of 

Parsis in India 

• Jiyo Parsi is a Government of India supported scheme to arrest the decline in 

population of the Parsi Zoroastrian Community in India. 

• The Jiyo Parsi Scheme comprises of three components: Advocacy Component, Health 

of the Community Component and Medical Component. 

• The main objective of the “Jiyo Parsi” scheme is to reverse the declining trend of Parsi 

population by adopting a scientific protocol and structured interventions, stabilize 

their population and increase the population of Parsis in India. 

• The scheme also offers cash assistance to encourage Parsi couples to have children. 

The scheme is applicable to all couples, irrespective of their financial status. 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Theravada Buddhism 

1. In Theravada, the ultimate goal is the cessation of the kleshas and the attainment 

of the sublime state of Nirvana. 

2. Pali is sacred language of Theravada Buddhism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Theravada Buddhism 

• It refers to the school of elder monks. The school uses the Buddha’s teaching 

preserved in the Pali Canon (only existing complete Buddhist canon) as its doctrinal 

core. 

• In Theravada, the ultimate goal is the cessation of the kleshas and the attainment of 

the sublime state of Nirvana, achieved by practicing the Noble Eightfold Path, thus 

escaping what is seen as a cycle of suffering and rebirth. Kleshas include states of mind 

such as anxiety, fear, anger, jealousy, desire, depression, etc. 

• According to the Theravada tradition, Samatha and Vipassana form an integral part 

of the Noble Eightfold Path as described by the Buddha. Samatha deals with calming 

the mind and Vipassana means insight into the three marks of existence: 

impermanence, suffering, and the realisation of non-self. 
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• Theravada believes in the concept of vibhajjavada i.e., “teaching of analysis”. 

Visuddhimagga (The Path of Purification) is the great treatise on Theravada Buddhisst 

school, written by Buddhaghosa in the 5th Century AD in Sri Lanka. 

• It discusses seven stages of purification (satta-visuddhi) to be followed under 

Theravada Buddhism to attain salvation. 

• Pali is sacred language of Theravada Buddhism. 

• Theravada is contemplated to be a successor of Hinayana school. Around 35.8% 

Buddhists in the world belong to Theravada school. 

 

98. Daspalla Hills, recently in news, is located in? 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Kerala 

 (c) Maharashtra 

 (d) Andhra Pradesh 

 

Solution: D 

 

Daspalla Hills 

• Daspalla Hills is an important neighborhood situated on the coastal part of 

Visakhapatnam City, India. 

• Daspalla Hills is one of the more affluent residential areas of the city. 

• Recently workers were frantically trying to clear the rubble on the eastern side of the 

Circuit House (Governor’s Bungalow) in Daspalla Hills when they stumbled upon some 

concrete structures. They were baffled by the unusually thick walls that did not give 

away easily to repeated blows from their hammers. The massive assembly was part of 

some sort of Second World War fortification 

• The discovery brings back memories of Second World War and the sleepless nights 

that residents faced from 1941 to 1945. 

• The structures on the Daspalla Hills are the latest to be discovered from the era of a 

global war. 

• According to retired Lt. Col. Matthew Thomas, what was found on the Daspalla Hills 

appears to be fortifications of an anti-aircraft battery or an anti-ship battery. 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Samkhya School 

1. This is the oldest school of philosophy and was founded by Kapil Muni. 

2. This school argued that salvation could be attained through the acquisition of 

knowledge. 
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3. This school believed in dualism or dvaitavada, i.e. the soul and the matter are 

separate entities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

Samkhya School 

This is the oldest school of philosophy and was founded by Kapil Muni who is supposed to 

have written the Samkhya Sutra. The word ‘Samkhya’ or ‘Sankhya’ literally means ‘count’. 

This school went through two phases of development that were: 

1. Original Samkhya View 

2. New Samkhya View 

Both the schools argued that salvation could be attained through the acquisition of 

knowledge. Lack of knowledge is also supposed to be the root cause for the misery of man. 

This school believed in dualism or dvaitavada, i.e. the soul and the matter are separate 

entities. This concept is the basis of all real knowledge. This knowledge can be acquired 

through three main concepts: 

1. Pratyaksha: Perception 

2. Anumana: Inference 

3. Shabda: Hearing 

This school has been famous for their scientific system of inquiry. The final philosophy argued 

that Prakriti and Purusha are the basis of reality and they are absolute and independent. As 

Purusha is closer to the attributes of a male, it is associated with the consciousness and cannot 

be changed or altered. Conversely, the Prakriti consists of three major attributes: thought, 

movement and transformation. These attributes make it closer to the physiognomy of a 

woman. 

 

100. Consider the following statements regarding Hydroxy-Chloroquine 

1. It is used to prevent and treat acute attacks of malaria 

2. It is also used in the treatment of autoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid 

arthritis. 
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3. India is one of the largest producer of it 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Hydroxychloroquine is used to prevent and treat acute attacks of malaria. It is also 

used to treat discoid lupus erythematosus (DLE; a chronic inflammatory condition of 

the skin) or systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE; a chronic inflammatory condition of 

the body) and rheumatoid arthritis in patients whose symptoms have not improved 

with other treatments. 

• Hydroxychloroquine is in a class of drugs called antimalarials. It works by killing the 

organisms that cause malaria. Hydroxychloroquine may work to treat rheumatoid 

arthritis and systemic lupus erythematosus by decreasing the activity of the immune 

system. 

• A study suggests that both hydroxy-chloroquine and chloroquine have in vitro activity 

against SARS-CoV, SARS-CoV-2, and other coronaviruses, with hydroxy-chloroquine 

having higher potency against SARS-CoV-2. 

• India is one of the largest producer of this drug. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-sending-

hydroxychloroquine-to-55-coronavirus-hit-countries/articleshow/75186938.cms 
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