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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. What is Tablighi Jamaat?

What to study?

For Preims: Key features of the event, its purpose and how is it carried out?

For Mains: What impact has it had on the spread of Corona Virus, how it should have been handled and
standard measures to be put in place to monitor such events in future

Why in News?
Over 200 have tested positive f@OVIBL9fromamong 4,002 RR ¢ K2 KI R 3 §KSNBR A
Nizamuddin, the headquarters tfe Tablighi Jamaat.

What is Tablighi Jamaat?

Literally, it means society for spreading the faitht isa conservativeMuslim organisation.

It isa Sunni Islamic missionary movemernithe aim ito reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive their faith,
particularly in matters of ritual, dress, and personal behaviour.

It has significant base in various counts@cluding Bagladesh, Pakistan, United States, Britain, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore.

How did the movement begin?

Launched byrominent Islamic scholdvlaulana Muhammad Ilyas Khandhalaw in 1926 in Mewat (Haryana).
Its roots lie inthe Deobandi vesion of the Hamfi school of jurisprudence.

Maulana llyaz trained several young men from Deoband and Saharanpur and sent them to Mewathehere
Tablighi Jamaat established a network of madrasas and Mosque.

The Tablighi Jamaat is based on six principles:

1. Kalimah an aticle of faith in which the Tabligh accepts that there is no God but Allah and that Prophe
Muhammad is his messenger.

2. Salaat or prayer five times daily.

3. llm and dhikr,the knowledge and remembrance of Allah conducted in sessionkitch the
congregatioristens to preaching by the imam, performs prayers, recites the Quran and reads the
Hadith; the congregation also uses these sessions to dine together, thus fostering a sense of
community and identity.

4. |kram-i-Muslim, the treatment d fellow Muslims withhonour.

5. Ikhlasi-niyat, or sincerity of intention.

6. Dawato-tabligh, or proselytisaton.

Its scope:

It is estimated that the organisation has somewhere betwee8@0nillion followers across the world, which
makes itthe biggest Muslim movement in the worldn fact, outside of the Hajj, it is believed that its annual
meetings in countries, including Rstan, Bangladesh and India, bring together the largest congregations of
Muslims.

2 KIFGQa GKS ONRGAOAAY gNI AdGa FdzyOlAzyAy3aK

While the scope of the organisah seems to be limited to spreading the Muslim faith, the group has at times
been accused of havjrties to radical outfits, who, as per some observers, could take advantage of its loose
organisational structure.

.SaARSazx GKSe | f aafthRiRaytidties, thadzanéntbérsip or 8o8rceXi@reit ifances,
though it is believed they doat rely on donations and are largely financed by their senior members.

Link:
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https://indianexpress.com/artile/explained/tablighijamaatcoronavirusdeath-nizamuddinmarkazdelhi
purposehow-it-runs6341214/
Sources: Indian Express.

2. Who are Nihangs?

What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: Their origin, how are they different from other sects and their contrimgi

Why in News?

RecentPatiala incident in which a group of Niharaggacked a Punjab police parand chopped off the hand of
an assistant suinspectorwhen stopped for a curfew pass, and the subsequent seizure of weapons and
narcotics, has put the gpplight on theNihangs

Who is a Nihang?

Nihang isan order of Sikh warriors

They arecharacterised bylue robes, antiquated arms such as swords and sgeand decorated turbans
surmounted by steel quoits.

2 KIG R2Sa (GKS g2NR WbAKFIYy3aQ YSIyK

Etymologically the word nihang in Persian meanslégator, sword and perbut the characteristics of Nihangs
seem to stem more from the Sanskrit word nihshank whiganswithout fear, unblemished, pure, carefree
and indifferent to worldly gains and conairt.

Origin:

Sources trace theirorigint® dzNdz D20 A YR { AY3IKQA (BB 70 SMdloric@appeared I
Ay GKS DdzNHzQA LINE a S yhddue farhdd with § ®Rumalgyiece of aloth éadningdakpRirie).
On seeing his son look so majestic, the Guru remarked that it shall be the didismngs the reckless soldiers
of the Khalsa

How were Nihangs different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh viars?

1. Nihangs observe thehdlsa code of conduct in its strictest senshey do not profess any allegiance to

an earthly masterlinstead of saffron they hoist blue Nishan Sahib (flag) atop their shrines.

2. Nihangs use the slogals0 K K | Ngvfevedinkhigh s@irits) and G Al -NNJ (gikte di&ver

preparedness) for unforeseen events.

3. The Nihangs are fond of a popular drink calleédrdai or sharbati degksacrament drink) which
contains grounded almonds, cardamom seeds, poppy seeds, black pepgepatals and melon
seeds.

When a small measure of cannabis is added to it, it is terso&tinidhan(treasure of comfort).
5. A higher dose of cannabis in it was knowrshaheedi degsacrament of martyrdom. It was taken

(while) battling enemies

»

What is their role in Sikh history?

1 Nihangs had a major role in defending the Sikh panth
after the fall of the first Sikh rule (1741b) when
Mughal governors were killing Sikhs, andidgrthe
onslaught of Afghan invadé&shmed Shah Durrani
(174865).

1 Nihangs alstook control of the religious affairs of the
Sikhs at Akal Bunga (now known as Akal Takht) in
Amritsar. They did not consider themselves subordina
to any Sikh chief and thusaimtained their independent
existence.

1 Their clout came to an end after thelifaf Sikh Empire in 1849 when the British authorities of Punjab
appointed a manager (sarbrah) for the administration of the Golden Temple in 1859.
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Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Khalsa code of conduct?
2. Who helpedAhmed Shah Durramvade India?
3. Whatis the difference between Shardai, Sukhnidhan and Shaheedi deg?
4. Who was Guru Gobind Singh? His contributions to Sikh community?

Mains Link:
Who are Nihanga How are theylifferent from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warrioBigcuss.

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nihangskhspunjab-police-patiala6361182/
Sources: Indian Express.

3. National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage JIGHndia

What to study?

For Prelims: About UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Indian entries in the list, about Reggae
overview of theNational ICH List.

For Mains: Significance of the list and the need for conservation.

Context Ministry of Culturehas launchedhe National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India
1 TheNational ICH Lisis an attempt to recognize the divengiof Indian culture embedded in its
intangible heritage.
1 This initiative is also a part tife Vision 2024f the Ministry of Culture.

Elements in the list:
As of now the list hamore than 100 elementslt also includes the 13 elements of India that @already been
inscribed orthe UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Overview of the National ICH List:
Followingf b9 {/ hQa Hnno /2y @SyiadArz2y F2N {| Tihididzhadbekny 3 2 7
classified intdive broad domains in which intangible cultural heritage is manifested:

1. Oral traditions and expressis, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage;

2. Performing arts;

3. Social practicesijtuals and festive events;

4. Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;

5. Traditional craftsmanship.

1 62dz0i ! b9 {/ hnGle QuituraliHeridge: L y i |

The list is made up of thosetangible heritage elements that help demonstrate dsigr of cultural heritage
and raise awareness about its importance.

The list wagstablishedn 2008 when Convention for Safeguarding of the Intable Cultural Heritage came
into effect.

'b9{/h YIFAYyllAya GKNBS fAaila ¢dzpR NIBHditangible ulfturay 3 A d
heritage in need of urgent safeguarding, the list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanithemedister
of good safeguarding practices.

Some of the criteria for inclusion in the representative ligte f the inscription of the element will ensure
GraroAtAlE YR 6l NBySaa 2F Al FYR AT (KSe St SY$y
LI NOAOALI GA2yé 2F GKS O2YYdzyAdes 3INRdzZLI 2NJ AYRA O
conent.

From India the Intangible Cultural Heritages added into this listlude:
1. Tradition of Vedic chanting
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Ramlila, the traditional performanaaf the Ramayana

Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre

Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Hiyae.

Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala

Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan

Chhau dance

Buddhist chanting of Ladakhegitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the traHgmalayan Ladakh region,
Jammu and Kashmir.

9. Sankirtana, rituasinging, drumming and dancing of Manipur

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab
11. Yoga

12. Nawrouz

13. Kumbh Mela

©ONO WD

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Which are theelements of India that have already been inscribedlmmUNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humarit

2. What is UNESCO?

3. Difference between tangible and intangible tages?

4. Eligibility criteria?

5. ListsundetUNESCO L y (i I /lydiA®DdzNEl € | XNRGFIASE o Yy SNI
Mains Link:

Discuss the significancelofb 9 { / hQa [ A&l 2F LydGlFy3Aaot S [/ dzf GdzNI f

Sources: pib.

4. Ambubachi Mela

What to study?
For Prelims: Ambubachi festival dNilachal Hills.
For Mains: Significance and the roté festivalin promoting awareness on menstrual hygiene.

Context In the wake othe Covid19 pandemic,the annualAmbubachi Melaof Assam has been cancelled this
year.

About Ambubachi Mela:

1 The fesivalsymboliseghe fertility cult of goddess Kamakhya.

1 There imo idol in the temple,the goddess is worshipped in the form of a ybké stone over which a
natural spring flows.

1 Also known asiddha Kubjikathe goddess is a Hindu tantric goddess daiceewho evolved in the
Himalayan hills. She is also identified as Kali and Maha Tripura.

f The festival is also known #5a | K I | dzY 6 K & ¥ draw&|&hsD1 davot€es from all over the
world.

Social sigificance of the festival:

The ritualistic fA NJ OSf SONI GAy3a (KS I2RRS&2aQ LISNA2R Aa 2yS
menstruation is less in Assam compared with other parts of IfAdia.attainment of womanhood of girls in
Assamis celebratedwith a ritual called? ¢ dzf 2 ymeanings@dil @exdiding. Ambubachi Mela serves as an
occasioro promote awareness on menstrual hygiene.

Facts for Prelims:
Kamakhyaatop Nilachal Hills in Guwahatis one of 5Ishaktipeethsr seat of Shakti followar each
representing a body partofthe Sati [ 2 NR { KA G Qa O2YLI YA2Y ®
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Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Where are Nilachal hills located?
2. Location of Shaktipeetas.
3. What is tuloni biya?
4. What is Mahakumbh Mela?
5. Division of Himalayas.

Mains Link:
Discuss the cultal and social significance of Ambubachi anel

Sources: the Hindu.

5. Basava Jayanti
What to study?
For prelims and mains: contributions of basavanna to Indian Literature and philosophy.

Context Global Basava Jayanth2020was observed on 26April digitally.
Basava Jayanti markse birth anniversary of Lord Basavanna, the 12dentury poetphilosopher, and the
founding saint of the Lingayat faith.

About Basavannahis thoughts and contributions:

I Basavanna was a 12tentury philosopher, statesman, Kannada
poet and a social reformer during theign ofthe Kalachuri
dynasty king Bijjala | in Karnatak#dia.

1 Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popul
known asvVachanaas

1 Basavanarejected gender or social discrimination, superstitiong
and rituals.

1 He introduced new publimstitutions such athe Anubhava
Mantapa6 2 NE G KS aKFff 2F &aLANRIG
men and women from all socieconomic backgrounds to disaus
spiritual and mundane questions of life, in open.

f As aleader, he developed and inspired a newational movement nameg¢t A NI a K| A @ a3 %
KSNRBAO 42 NA KATh# asteEnenshare{l it kogts i the ongoiramil Bhakti movement,
particularly the Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the #tto 11th-century.

1 Basava championed devotional mbip that rejected temple worship and rituals led by Brahmins, and
replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as individaai icons
and symbols like a small linga.

1 Basaveshwara ibe first Kannadiga in whose honow commemorative coin has been minted in
recognition of his social reforms.

1 In November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi inaugurated the stdtBasaveshwara
along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London.

Basavanna and Sharanaavement:

1. The Sharana movement he presided oattracted people from all castesand like most strands of the
Bhakti movement, produced a corpus of literatutlbe vachanas, that unveiled the spiritual universe of
the Veerashaiva saints.

Theegalitarianism2 ¥ . | & @+ yy I Qa Waktodtadigdl for i3y Sy (i

3. He set up the Anubhava Mandapa, where the Sharanas, drawn from different castes and consnuniti
gathered and engaged in learning and discussions.

4. Sharanashallenged the final bastion of theaste order: they organised a wedding where the
bridegroom was from a lower caste, and the bride a Brahmin.

n
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Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. What isShramana tradition?
What are Vachanas?
What is Anubhava Mantapa?
Who are Kalachuris?
Who are Nayanars?
What is Biakti Movement?

2

Mains Link:
Write a note on important contributions made by"1Zentury reformer Basavanna to the society.

Sources: pib.

6. Rap Ravi Varma

What to study?

For Prelims: His key contributions to the society and important paintings.
For Mains Significance and impact of his paintings on the society.

Context April 29 is the birth anniversary of the famed Indian paifReja Ravi Vana (18481906)

Key contributions: ‘ e 1
1 He isremembered fomgiving Indians their western, classical o Bl
representations of Hindu gods and goddesses. : =
T ¢KNRdzZIK KAa LINAYyGAYy3 LINBaaxs ! ' ———— — |3
Hindu pantheon travelled beyond ttsurfaces of costly canvases
and into the prayer and living rooms of workingss homes.
1 He achieved this by making affordafiteographs, which
were accessible even to the poor. o
1 Ravi Varmdirst started a press in Mumbai and later shifted it to .

aplace near Lonavala. .

Awards he won:
His 1873 painting)Nair Lady Adorning Her Haiwon Varma prestigious

awards includind 2 @ S NJp@dNRdalvhen it was presented in the is

Madras Presidency, and Certificate of Merit at an exhibitiovienna. =
In 1904 the British colonial government awarded Varma vihie Kaiser e r
i-Hind Gold Medalln 2013,a crater on the planet Mercury was named | & & & g2
in his honour.

His prominent works include:
A Family of BeggarA Lady Playing Swarha&tjuna and Subhadr®amayanti T&ing to a SwanJataywa bird
devotee of Lord Rama)ady Lost in Thoughbhakuntala

Criticisms

Varma is often criticized fdyeingtoo showy in his paintingsHis paintings are also condemned for
overshadowing traditional Indian art formsgspeciallythe ones depicting Hindu gods and goddesses. His
approach is said tack the dynamism of expressiaseen in the traditional paintirgy Critics have also
criticized him fomodelling goddesses after prostitutesaying that hisepresentation of deities have reduced
them to the level of mortals.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
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Time period of Raja Ravi Varma.

Important Indian and European|ers during his time.
Unique features of his paintings.

Awards and titles he an.

PN PE

Sources: pib.

Topics: The Freedom Struggle T its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different  parts of the country.

1. Jallianwala incident
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: Jallianwala Bagh incidemterview,impacts and outcomes

Context On April 13, 191%ritish forces opened fire on unarmed Indianslatlianwala Bagh killing hundreds
of people.

About the incident:

April 13, 1919, marked turning point in the Indian freedom struggle. It vBaisakhi that daya harvest
festival popular in Punjab and parts of north India. Local residents in Amritsar decided to hold a meeting thalt
dayto discuss and protest against the confinemensatyaPal and Saifuddin Kitchlewwo leaders fighting

for Independence, and implementation tfe Rowlatt Act,which armed the British government with powers

to detain any person without trial.

1 The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. They all gatheregark called the Jallianwala
Bagh, walled on all s8d but for a few small gates, against the orders of the British. The protest was a
peaceful one, and the gathering included pilgrims visiting the Golden Temple who were merely passjng
through the parkand some who had not come to protest.

1 While the meetig was onBrigadierGeneral Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had crept up to the
scene wanting to teach the public assembled a lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he had brought with him to
the venue to open fe on the crowd. Many tried in vain to scale the watl®scape. Many jumped into
the well located inside the park.

Outcomes
1. Considered?¢ KS . dzii OK SiiNthezaffermiathf &f Ihei iakshidiSeneral Dyer was removed
from command and exiled to Britin.
2. Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhg a sigmf condemnation, renounced their British
Knighthood and Kaisé+Hind medal respectively.
3. In 1922, the infamouRowlett Act was repealed by the British.

Insta Links:

Prelims Link:
1. Who was the Vicerowhen this incident took place?
2. Outcomes of the incideft
3. What is Rowlatt Act?

Mains Link:
The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh is a shameful scar on British Indian history. Comment.

Sources: pib.

2. Khudai Khidmatgar
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: Abowthudai Khidmatgarand the massacre, implications of the massacre.

Why in News?
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1

The massacre was perpetrated Byitish soldiers against neriolent protesters othe Khudai
Khidmatgar movemenon April 23, 1930.

Who were the Khudai Khidmatgars?
The Khudai Khidmatgar wasonviolent movement against British occupation of the Indian subcontinent

T
1
T
T

It wasled byAbdul Ghaffar Khana Pashtun freedom fighter, in the NoriNest Frontier Province.
Ove time, the movement acquired a more political colour, leading to the British taking notice of its
growing prominence in the region.

Following the arrest of Khan and other leadigr4.929, the movement formally joined théndian
National Congresafter they failed to receive support from the Alindia Muslim League.

Members of the Khudai Khidmatgar were organised and the men stood out becatlsehsfght red
shirts they wore as uniforms, while the women wore black garments.

Why did the Qissa Khwani Baa massacre happen?

T

=A =4 =4

Abdul Ghaffar Khan and other leaders of the Khudai Khidmatgar were arrested on April 23, 1930 by
British police after he gave a speech at a gathering in the town of Utmanzai in the\NesthFrontier
Province.

YKIyQa | NN&estsin reighdeNiB t@wnsJincluding Peshawar.

t NeiSada aLAtt SR Ayd2z GKS vAaal YKgltyA . FT L}
British soldiers entered the market area to disperse crowds that had refused to leave. In response,
British armyvehiclesdrove into the crowds, killing several protesters and bystanders.

What was the aftermath of the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre?

1.

2.

The British ramped up the crackdown on Khudai Khidmatgar leaders and members following the Qis
Khwani Bazaanassacre.

In respnse, the movement began involving young women in its struggle against the British, a decisig
in line with tactics adopted by revolutionaries across the undivided India. Women were able to move
undetected with more ease than men.

Accordirg to accounts b¥Xhudai Khidmatgar activists, the British subjected members of the movement

to harassment, abuse and coercive tactics adopted elsewhere in the subcontinent. This included
physical violence and religious persecution. Following the recruitmewomen in themovement, the
British also engaged in violence, brutality and abuse of women members.

In August 1931, the Khudai Khidmatgar aligned themselves with the Congress gartying the British to
reduce the violence they were perpetrated oretimovement.

Postindependence:

The Khudai Khidmatgar opposed Partition, a stance that many interpreted as the movement not being in fay
of the creation of the independent nation of Pakistan. Post 1947, the Khudai Khidmatgar slowly found their
politicalinfluence decreaing to such an extent that the movement and the massacre 90 years ago in the Qis
Khwani Bazaar has been wiped out from collective memory.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:

1.

2.
3.
4

Link:

Who were called red shirts during the freedom struggle?
Contributionsof Abdul GhaffaKhan to the freedom movement.
When did Khudai Khidmatghars merged with the Congress party?
What was their response to the partition of India?

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gisdehwanibazaarmassacrekhudatkhidmatgarsmovement

abdulghaffarkhan6377275/

Sources: Indian Express.
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Topics: Women and women related issues.
1. How countries are deialg with the surge in domestic violence under
COVIEL9 lockdown?

What to study?
For Prelims: Laws in India to deal with domestic violence cases.
For Mains: How is it being managed worldwide under lockdown?

Context Both the United Nations antie Councibf Europehaveexpressed concern about the increase in
domestic violencen various countriegdduring lockdowns due to the coronavirus
Generallywomen and childrerare at greater risk of abuse within their own h@s during this period.

How is the situatbn worldwide since the announcement of lockdown?

9 Since the lockdown, in Franddie number of domestic violence reports made to the police had gone
up by 36 per cent in Paris, and 32 per cent in the rest of thatcpuincluding two murders.

1 Inthe UK, sice the lockdown started, the National Domestic Abuse helpline saw a 25 per cent rise in
calls and online requests for help

1 Inthe US, where gun sales have been setting record highs during the pandemic, manygragsed
an increased sentiment of alarabout the welfare of women and children.

1 InIndia too, the National Commission for Women (NCW) has flagged the issue of a spike in cases of
domestic violence since the enforcement of the national lockdown.

How arecountries handling the situation?
France

1 SetupEUR 1 million to fund relief organisations working against domestic abuse, to help them cater o

the increased number of requests for help.
1 Promised to open up pojup counselling centres and pay for hotebros for domestic violence victims.
9 Victimshave also been encouraged to seek help at pharmacies discreetly.

Italy:
1 The government has launched an app that enables domestic violence victims to seek help without
making a phone call.
1 Aproposal to allocate EUR 4 million for shelters for victimssis laeing considered

Scotland
Thed2 BSNY YSYld Fyy2dzyOSR AN yiGa 2F 20SNID.t mMdp YA
over six months to ensure that access to supporvees is maintained.

Protection of women against domestic violee in India:
What is Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005?

1. Itis an act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of Women guaranteed under the
Constitution who ag victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family tordnatters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

2. Domestic Violence Act 2005 is the first significant attempt in India to recognise domestic abuse as a
punishable offence, to extend igovisions to those in livén relationships, and to provide for
emergency relief for the victims, in addition to legal recourse. It extends to the whole of India except
the State Jammu & Kashmir.

3. It aims to protect women from physical, sexual, verbalpéonal and economic abuse at home.
Besides, in 1983, domest#inlence was recognised as a spedifiminal offence by théntroduction ofsection
498A into the Indian penal codeThis section deals with cruelty by husband or his family towards a married
woman.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
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What is Section 498A7?

Difference between IPC and CrPC?
Composition of NCW.

Key provisions of thBomestic Violence Act 2005

PN PE

Mains Link:
Discuss the key features of tl®wmestic Violence Acif 2005

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/howountriesare-dealingwith-the-surgein-domesticviolence-
undercovid-19-lockdown6350186/

Sources:

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1. Global Report on Food Crises

What to study?

For Prelims: Key findings, about the global network.
For Mains: Concernexpressed, ways to address them.

Context Anew edition ofthe annual Global Report on led Crisedas been released lilie Global Network
Against Food Crises
The reportrevealsscope of food crises as COVIDB poses new risks to vulnerable countries.

Key findings:

1. Atthe close of 2019, 135 million people across 55 countries and territexigsrienced acute food
insecurity.

2. Additionally, in 2019, 183 million people were classified in Stressedition-- at the cusp of acute
hunger and at risk of slifipg into Crisis or worse if faced with a shock or stressor, such as the - C®VID
pandemic.

3. Worst hit areas:More than half (73 million) of the 135 million people covered by the report live in
Africa; 43 million live in the Middle East and Asia; 18.5 milliee in Latin America and the Caribbean.

4. The key drivers behind the trends analysed imetreport were:conflict, (the key factor that pushed 77
million people into acute food insecurity), weather extremes (34 million people) and economic
turbulence (24million).

What is Acute food insecurity?
9 Acute food insecurity ihen a person's inabity to consume adequate food puts their lives or
livelihoods in immediate danger.
1 Itis more severe than / not the same as chronic hunger, as reported on each yearly'thannual
State ofFood Security and Nutrition in the Worlceport.
Chronic hungers when a person is unable to consume enough food over an extended period tamaint
normal, active lifestyle.

About the Global Network against Food Crises:

It waslaunched by theEuropean UnionfFAOand WFPduringthe 2016 World Humanitarian Summ{@$HS)to
NBEALRYR (2 GKS 21 {Qa OFff F2NJyS¢ I LILINRIOKSa G2
vulnerability, and manage risk, by bridging the divide between development and humanjparizers

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Whatis WFP?
2. Camposition and objectives of FAO.
3. EU vs Eurozone.
4. What isWorld Humanitarian Summ@VvHS?
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5. Who Launchedlobal Network Against Food Cri8es

Sources: the Hindu.

2. The Global Report dnternal Displacement (GRID 2020)
What to study?
For Prelimsand Mains: Key reasons for displacement, trends and measures needed.

Context The Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2@0been released tife Internal
DisplacementMonitoring Centre (IDMC)The centre is a part dhe Norwegian Refugee Council.

Key findings:
Displacements in India:
1 Nearly five million people were displaced in India in 201fhe highest in the world so far
1 The displacements in India were prompteglibcreased hazard intensity, high population and social
and economic vulnerability
1 More than 2.6 million people suffered displacement due to the southwest mongWi9 was the
seventh warmest year since 1901 in India; it®nsoonwas the wettest in 25 gars.
Eight tropicalstormshit in the yearfuelling further destructionThese includ&ahaand Bulbul.
In addition to displacement due to natural disasters, over 19,000 conflicts and violence also prompte
the phenomenon.
1 Unrests and communal violendeiggered displacement in the second half of the ydar example,
political and electoral violence, especially in Tripura and West Bengal, led to the displacement of mo
than 7,600 people.

=a =4

Global scenario:

1. Globally, around3.4 million people faced new internal displacemeritecause of conflicts and
disasters in about 145 countries in 2019.

2. Nearlythree-quarters of the global displacementsccounting for 24.9 million of the total, were
triggered by disasters in 201®ut ofthese, abou®5 per cent took place due to weather hazards like
storms and floods.

3. A majority of conflict displacements took place due to armed conflict; communal violence accounted

for significant portion of the global total of 8.5 million displacements.

Disaster displacement was recorded in low and higitome countriesalike.

5. Most of the disaster displacements were triggeredifmpical storms and monsoon rains in South Asia
and East Asia and Pacific.

6. Bangladesh, China, India and the Philippines eambrded more than four million displacements in

20109.

7. Conflict continued unabated in countries such as Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Cong

(DRC) and Syria. Violence increased sharply in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.

8. Natural disasters in Nigexi South Sudan and Yemen forced many people, already displaced by confli
to flee for the second time.

»

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. What isIDMC?
2. What is Norwegian refugee council?
3. What is the main reason for internal displacement globally?
4. Reasonsin Ind?
Mains Link:
Discuss about the key findings of the recently releastabal Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2020)

Link:

www.insightsonindia.com 17 InsightslAS

re

4

)
J—f‘



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/disastersonflictstriggered5-min-displacementsn-india-
in-201970768
Sourcesdown to earth.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1.2 KIFd A& SFENIKQad 4SAaYAO y2A3aSK
What to study?
For Prelims and Mias: Sismic noise meaning, source, features and effects.

Context Sientists atthe British Geological Survey (B@®)vereported achange in the I NXeisfié noise
and vibrationsamid the coronavirus lockdown.
1 They haveobserveda 3050 per cent fdlin levels of ambient seismic noisg&nce schools and
businesses were closed in rHidhrch.
1 Seismologists around the world have now begueollaborative effort to study the fall in seismic
noise levels.

What is seismic noise?

In geology, seismic noise reféosthe relatively persistent vibration of the ground due to a multitude of
causes.

It is the unwanted component of signals recorded by a seismomqéher scientific instrument that records
ground motions, such as those cadsby earthquakes, volcanic erigas, and explosions.

Causes

This noise includes vibrations caused due to human activity, such as transport and manufacturing, and mak

difficult for scientists to study seismic data that is more valuable. Apart eofogy, seismic noise is also
studied in other fields such as oil exploration, hydrology, and earthquake engineering.

How do the reduced noise levels help scientists?
The seismic noise vibrations caused by human activity are of high frequency (betvt66rHk), and travel
throughthe E NI K Q& adz2NFF OS I &@SNARO®

1 Usually, to measure seismic activity accurately and reduce the effect of seismic noise, geologists ple

~ A s oA x4

GKSANI RSGUSO02NA mnn YSiNBa o0St2¢ (GKS 91 NIKQa

1 However, since the lockdown, researchbese said that they were able &iudy natural vibrations
even from surface readings, owing to lesser seismic noise.

9 Due to lower noise levels, scientists are how hoping thay would be able to detect smaller
earthquakes and tremors that hadlipped past their instruments so far.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. What are seismic waves?
2. Difference between seismic waves and noise?
3. Difference between body waves and surface waves?
4. What is magnitude scale and intensity scale? How are they measured?
5. Mostdestructive seismic waves.

Mains Link:
Whatare seismic noises? How lockdown has brought down these noise levels? Discuss.

Link:
https://indianexpress.corfarticle/explained/explaineehow-coronaviruslockdownreduceseismienoise
levelsof-the-earth-6358156/
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Sources: Indian Express.

2. Ozone Hole

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: Ozone layer and hdigctors responsible, effects and how to prevent igasons for
variations in intensity about Polar Vortex.

Context Largest Ozone Hole EvMeecorded over North Pole Has Now 'Healed Itself' and Cldsesi was
announced byScientists who were tracking the hole@bpernicus' Atmospheric Monitoring Servi€€AMS).
Theozone hole became the largest one ever recorded in the Arctic regioanning an area of over 620,000
square miles (or 997793.28 kmft)was formed due to unusual climatic conditions.

What caused a hole in the ozone layer?

The cause of theofmation of the hole is attributed to the unusual weather at the poles.

The polarvortex has beerrecorded to be extremely powerful, artdmperatures inside it have been very
cold.

The uniquecocktail of the powerful vortex and low temperatures generateg&ospheric cloudgshat react
with CFCs and destroy the Ozone layer in the gece

Factors responsibléor healing

According to the scientists the closure of the hole is not due to the reduced pollution levels due to-CDVID
lock down.

Theclosing wa because of a phenomenon calkb@ polar vortex.

Ozone and itsignificance:

The ozone layer is one of the most vital atmospheric components of our planet.

It is responsible for protecting life on Earth from the harntdM radiatiorfrom the Sun.

It isfound mainly in the upper atmosphere, an area called the stratesphbetween 10 and 50 km from the
SINIKQ& &adz2NFIlF OSo

The lack of the Ozone layer can have severe implications for people living directly under it. The most prominent

effects are Skin Cancendother possibly fatal skin diseases.

What exactly is golar vortex? What is the Polar Vortex?
It is described aa whirling cone of low pressure over : . M- Apersistent, large-

the polesthat is strongest in the winter months due to i:::z::fli:e::; 3
the increased temperature contrast between the polar both of earths poles.
regions and themid-latitudes, such as the US and

Europe.

o~ It ALWAYS exists at the
poles, but weakens in
summer and
strengthens in winter.

Features

1 Thepolar vortexspins in the stratosphere.

1 Usually, when the vortex is strongestld air is
lesslikely to plunge deep into North America or
Europe.In other words, it forms a wall that -
protects themid-latitudes from cold Arctic air. - somel:f::lar Vortex is Not.....

ﬂ But occasional |)Ihe pOl ar vortex is disru pted # is not something that exists at the earths surface, it is in the upper
. atmosphere.
and weakensgdue to wave energy propagating | ' isnot something that will be visibly observed like tornadoes, funnel

upward from the lower atmosphere. When this | | dewsimenerelomness |
happens, the stratosphere warms sharply in an| | airassociatedwith them at the surface could be.
event known as sudden stratospheric nvang,
Ay 2dzald | F¥S¢ RIeasx YAtSa o020S GKS 91 NIKQa
1 The warming weakens the polar vorteghifting its location somewhat south of the pole or, in some
AyaidlyO0Sas WwWaLX AVARYEOINIGESNIDRAESED dzLd Ay (i 2

» Many times in winter, a
piece of the vortex
breaks off and is sent
southward with the jet
stream which is what is
happening now.

www.insightsonindia.com 19 InsightslAS

A dzl



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Effects of Polar Vortex:

The splithigher up in the atmosphere can give rise to bathdden ad delayed effectsmuch of which
involves declining temperatures and extreme winter weather in the eastern US along with northern and
western Europe.

A sudden stratospheric warminglso leads t@ warm Arctic not only in the stratosphere but also in the
troposphere as well.

A warmer Arctic,in turn, favours more severe winter weather in the Northern Hemispherelatitlhdes
including the eastern US.

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explaindtbw-the-ozonelayerhole-overarctic-closed6381835/
Sources: Indian Express.

3. IMD releases new list of cyclone names
What to study?

For Prelims: A brief overview of recent cyclones and their origins.
For Mains: Classification and naming of cyclones.

Context Thelndia Meteorological
Department (IMD)hasreleased a o
new list of names of tropical Vs gl Sy i i3 SAISERS Put Wit st 1 Sl i e simba st
cyclones over north India@cean (To be used after the name ‘Amphary from the previous st s utised)
including Bay of Bengal and VRIGIESCAP Par Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column &
Arabian Sea ~ |1 e )] Feoma | e ] ikvee=c | e | ibvon || e | TReow
The new list comprisesf 169 DpRn [ewgn: |[[Mowgp: M) ooy [T [t [y [Neset
names including 13 from India suc| [ Sl A i T . T il fcmenll i SO -
as Gati, Tej, Aag, Neer, Vyom,iJhg [ __ O e O e N i B e O o OO i
JaladhjMurasu, Probaho, e e T S 1 e
Prabhanjan, Ghumi, Ambud and Orman Vas  [Yas  [Remal [Redal [Sai i Faseem [ Naseem
Vega_ [ Palosn Gulab Gul-ASb — [Asna AsTa Sahab SaHab | Afshan AFShan |
The new list starts witiNisarga e el e T o TR e TR L TR o R | A [
(shared by Bngladesh), Gati :‘;’:“ :"‘: A;":" ;;9;_;;;'_0 2"“‘"‘ x o O [
(India), Nivar (Iran) Thaibind Swrang | Si-Trang | Montha | Mon-Tha m:‘:o« Thian-Yot ::"‘ BG::
United Arab Mandous | Man-Dous | Senyar Sen-Yaw | Afoor Ax-Foor Nahhaam | Nah-Haam
Background Emirates
Any tropical cyclone that hits the Yo il sl sl nnsondiE nccll bioncscll BN heco
region is known by a name given ik

the list. Since the eadr list of 2004 is left with only one namémphan(shared by Thailand), the IMD being
one of the six RSM@sthe world to provide tropical cyclone and storm surge advisories finalised the new list
of 169 names.

Why name cyclones?
Naming of tropical aylones (TCs) helps scientific community, disaster managers, media and general masses
identify each individal cyclone; create awareness of its development; remove confusion in case of
simultaneous occurrence of TCs over a region; remember a TC eakilgpaaly and effectively disseminate
warnings to much wider audience

How are cyclones named?

Each TropicalCyclone basim the world has its owmnotating list of names.

For cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, the naming systemgrees byeight member countries
of a group calledVWMO/ESCARBNd took effect in 2004.

Facts for prelims:
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Cyclones argiven many names in different regions of the wagl@ihey are known agyphoonsin the China
Sea and Pacific Ocednyrricanesin the Wes Indian islands in the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic
Oceantornadosin the Guinea lands of West Africa and southern U8ily -willies in north-western Australia
andtropical cyclonesn the Indian Ocean.

Insta Links:

Prelims Link:
1. List of names given dpdia.
2. What is a cyclone called in different regions?
3. Favourable conditions for a cyclone to occur?
4. How its intensity &ries on land?
5. Why eastern coast cyclones are more intense?

Sources: pib.
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian  constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. What is Article 142?

What to study?

For PrelimsOverview and applicability of Article 142.

For Mains: Need for and significance of these powers for the Supreme Court.

Context Invokingspecial powers nder Article 142 the Supreme Courhasdeemed all restrictions imposed on
people from entering, atteding or taking part in court hearings as lawful in the wake of the CQ¥ID
pandemic.

Important observations made by the Court:

1. These restrictions weranitune with the social distancing norms and best public health practices
advocated to contain the coagion.

2. Every individual and institution is expected to cooperate in the implementation of measures designed
to reduce the transmission of the virus. Tleakng down of conventional operations within the
precincts of courts is a measure in that direction

3. This is not a matter of discretion but of dutyt is necessary that courts at all levels respond to the call
of social distancing and ensure that couremises do not contribute to the spread of virus.

Rationale behind these observations:

Access to juste is fundamental to preserve the rule of law in the democraamyvisaged by the Constitution of
India.

The challenges occasioned by the outbreak of CQ9IBave to be addressed while preservihg

constitutional commitment to ensuring the delivery of ahaccess to justice to those who seek it.

However public health takes precedence over conventions.

Guidelines by the Supreme Court:

1. Judiciary would have improvise and continue to bank heavily 6anidA RS2 O2 Yy FSNBy OA y |3

Ay GKS 411S 2F GKA&a adzy LINBOSRSYGSR IyR SEGNI PNJ

2. High Courtshoulddecide the modalities for the temporary transition to theeusf videoconferencig
technologies in their respective States.

3. District courts in each State would adopt the mode of videoconferencing prescribed by the respectiv

High Courts.

Helplines would be set up to receive and rectify technical complaints.

The couts should make avikible videoconferencing facility for litigants who do not have it or appoint

an amicus curiae.

6. In no case shall evidence be recorded without the mutual consent of both the parties by
videoconferencing. If it is necessary to record emimein a courtroomthe presiding officer shall
ensure that appropriate distance is maintained between any two individuals in the.court

\v

S

What is Article 1427

I NIAOES mMnH GLINRPODARSOGALO | todhydAQ025LILE B N3 die( AdAKSe  { oA iiN

parties,i.e., whee at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a
quietus to a dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case.
Article 142(1) statesthaét ¢ KS { dzLINBY S / 2 dzNIi sdicyon iy fasssa @&tide brandke 2 F

such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any decfee

so passed or order so made shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be
prescribed by or uner any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that behalf is so made, in such

~

YEYYSNI Fa GKS t NBaiARSyd Yie 68 2NRSNI LINBAONRGSE

A4
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Insta Link:
Prelims Link:

1. Disqualification of MLAs under ®@chedule.

2. Exceptions under the scheaul

3. Examples of invation of Article 142 by the Supreme Court.

4. Similar powers to High Courts.

5. Original vs Appellate jurisdictions.

6. WdzZRAOA Lt NBGOASS 2F {LISIF{SNDRa RSOAaAA2YyaD

Mains Link:

G¢KS {dzLINBYS / 2dzN Q dzéé 2F Adne te@bnaiousgbﬂﬁbmﬁmyﬁ dzy R $ NJ
RSLINA @SR aSOlGAzya | 26 SHSNE AG Aa GAYS (2 Ayaidaidz
Link:

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orgld=GQU7AQSNT.1 &wirag=0

Sources: the Hindu.

2. Governor right in ordering floor test: Supreme Court

What to study?

For Prelims: What is it? How is it carried out?

For Mains: Significance and the need for this procedure.

Context The Supreme Couhiasupheld Madhya Pradés D2 @SNY 2NJ [ | £ 2A askivgihe y Q3 a
then Kamal Nath le€€Congress governmeitd prove majority by holding a floor test in the Legislative Assembly
after theresignation of 22 Congress MLAs.

Observations made by the Court:

1. In a situation whee the governor has reasons to believe that the council of ministers headed by the
chief mirister has lost the confidence of the Housenstitutional propriety requires that the issue be
resolved by calling for a floor test.

2. The governor in calling forfeoor testcannot be construed to have acted beyond the bounds of
constitutional authority. This meanswhile directing a trust votethe Governor should not favour a
particular political party.

3. AD2 @SNy 2NDa L2 ¢ SNI adresDittdd bnly BefoMdthe incedtichdfIStGtE a i A a
government immediately after elections, but continuglroughout its term.

4. TheD2 @SNY 2ND& NBIdZANBYSY (i G20KNIO&A G ¢ G§INYA (RBD2 i @& R
proceedings pending before the SpeakkGovernay SSR y 284 6 A G F2NJ G§KS { LIS
resignation of rebel MLAs before callingifa trust vote.

2 KFG A& F aFfE22N) G6SadekK

A floor test is the determination on the floor of the House (in this case, the Maharashtra \Gaditdua)
whether the ChieMinister commands the support of the majority of the MLAs.

This can be done by means of a voice vote, or by recording the vote of each MLA in the House. This
determination of majority is done in a sitting of the legislature, fdniah the legislature ha® be convened.
How it takes place?

1. ¢KAa @2GAy3 LINRPOSaa KILIWSYy Ay GKS adrasSqQa [ SHA:Z

2. Technically, the chief minister of a state is appointed by the Governor. The appointedhatiser
usually belongé 2 G KS aAy3at S tFNBSad LI NIe& 2 Nlheéméagec O2 |f A
number is the total number of seats required to form a government, or stay in power. It is thedoalf
mark, plus oneln case of a tie, the Spker casts the decidingte.

3.1 2SPSNE G GAYSazZ | 32 S NJhe Babér Ofdhe paityi@imingi @ O vy
majority has to move a vote of confidence.
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4. If some MLAs remain absent or abstain from votthg,majority is counted on théasis of those
present and vong. This effectively reduces the strength of the House and in turn brings down the
majority-mark.

The voting processan happen orally, with electronic gadgets or a ballot process.

TheGovernor can also ask the Chief Minigteprove his or her majoritynithe Housef the stability of
the government comes into question.

oo

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. Floor test vs Composite floor test.
2. Majority required to form the govt.
3. Voting during floor test.
4. Appointment of Chief Minister wam there is clear majority vsuAdg assembly.
5. Can speaker cast his vote?

Mains Link:
Ambiguity in the law on conducting floor tests often lead to abuses and misuses. Comment.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/scupholdsgovernorsdecisioraskingkamatnath-
governmentto-hold-floor-test/article31328698.ece

Sources: thédindu.

3. Basic structure and théesavananda Bharati case
What to study?

For Prelims: Background and highlights of the judgment.

For Mains: Significance and relevance of the judgment.

Context Exactly fortysevenyearsago, onApril 24, 1973, Chief Justice Sikri and 12 judges of thee®@epCourt
assembled to deliver the most important judgment in its history. @dme of Kesavananda Bharati v State of
Keralahad been heard for 68 days, the arguments commencm@ctober 31, 1972, and ending tdarch 23,
1973.

By a 76 verdict, a 1gudge Constitution Bench ruled thatK S Wo I A0 &G NHzOG dzNBQ 2 F
and could not be amended by Parliamenthe basic structure doctrine has since been rdgdrasa tenet of
Indian constitutional law

Background of the case:
All this effort was to answer just one main questiovas the power of Parliament to amend the Constitution
unlimited? In other words, could Parliament alter, amend, abrogate any patiefConstitution even to the
extent of taking away all fundamental rights?
1 Inthe early 1970s, the government of then Prime Ministetira Gandhhad enactednajor
amendments to the Constitution (the 24th, 25th, 26th and 29th) to get over the judgmerftthe
Supreme Court in RC Cooper (1970), Madhavrao Scindia (1970) and ther @aentioned Golaknath.

T Ly w/ [/ 22L8NE (KS 02 dzNIi bakknRionalisataizddlicy, Rrilény Ly RA NI

Madhavrao Scindia it had annulled the abolition of privy pessof former rulers.

1 All the four amendments, as well as the Golaknath judgineame under challenge in the
Kesavananda Bharati casehere relief was sought by the religious figure Swami Kesavananda Bharal
against the Kerala government Adsvis two stae land reform laws.

What constitutes the basic structure?
The ConstitutionBBench ruled by a-8 verdictthatt I NX A YSy (i aK2dzZ R 0SS NBaid N
A0 NHOGdINBQ 2F GKS /2yadrtdzirzyo

The court held that undeArticle 368,which providedParliament amending powerspmething must remain
of the original Constitutio that the new amendment would change.
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¢KS O2dzNII RAR y2i Ré&ndany tediakedy privaigiad federalignd, Seba@iisozNS Q 5
democracyt as being its part. 8ce then, the court has been adding new features to this concept.

W, | ade®i ENBN® Ay OS YSal Oyl yREY

CKS Wol &A0 adNHOG dzZNBQ R2 O NJthé Suprénhady ofthke CadSitutiors e/ A yf (i

rule of law, Independence of th@udiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, federalism, secularism,
sovereign democrat republic, the parliamentary system of government, the principle of free and fair
elections, welfare state, etc.

What do critics say?

Critics of the doctrine have datl it undemocratic, sincenelected judges can strike down a constitutional
amendment.

At the same time, its proponents have hailed the conce aafety valve against majoritarianism and
authoritarianism.

Outcomes and implications of the judgment:
If the majority of the Supreme Court had hébs six judges indeed did) that Parliament cald alter any part
of the Constitution, India would most certainly have degenerated into a totalitarian State or hapbotyerule.
At any rate, the Constitution wouldgave lost its supremacy.
1 The 39th Amendmenprohibited any challenge to the election thfe President, Vic®resident,
Speaker and Prime Minister, irrespective of the electoral malpractice. This was a clear attempt to
nullify the adverse Allahabad HighuCoruling against Indira Gandhi.
1 The 41st Amendmenprohibited any case, civil or crinal, being filed against the President, Vice
President, Prime Minister or the Governors, not only during their term of office but forever. Thus, if a
person was a govaor for just one day, he acquired immunity from any legal proceedings for life.

If Parlament were indeed supreme, these shocking amendments would have become part of the Constitutign.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Constitutional amendments undéirticle 368 and other constitutional amendments.
Types of amendments.
Key changes introduced by C23\ 26, 39 and 41.
Different benches of the Supreme Court.
Definition and ambit of basic structure.
FRs vs DPSPs.

oghswWN

Mains Link:
Discuss the significance afAINB YS / 2 dzNIi Qa GSNRAOG Ay YSal @l yl yR

Link:

https://indianexpress.com/article/eglained/explainedd 7-yearsof-a-judgmentthat-upheld-basicstructure-of-
indiasconstitution-6379081/

Sources: Indian Express.

4. Constitutional Provisions regarding Minority Educatibrstitutions

What to study?

For PrelimsWhat are Minorty institutions, special rights guaranteed under Constitution and related facts.
For Mains:Significance and implications of the latest judgment.

Context In a significant judgment, the Supreme Ccuasruled thatthe National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEETjor admission to graduate and postgraduate medical and dental coultees, not violate the rights of
minorities under the Constitution.

Background
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The ruling came on a bunch pétitions originally filed in 2012 by the Christian Medical College, Vellore and
others, challenging the notifications for NEET issued by the Medical Council of India (MCI) and the Dental
Council of India (DCI).

t SGAGA2YSNRAQ | NHdzyYSyiday
NEET took awathe right of the religious and linguistic minority institutions to administer their business,
including the right to admit students from the minority community in terms of their own standards.

Observations made by the Court:

1. Rghts of the minority institutios under Articles 19(1)(g) and 30 read with Articles 25, 26 and 29(1) do
not come in the way of securing transparency and recognition of merits in matter of admissions.

2. State has the right to frame regulatory regime for aided/ unaid@dority/private institutions, as
mandated by the Constitutiarihere cannot be any other examination for admitting students.

3. NEETsa regulatory measure that is in the larger national interest

4. The regulatory measures in no way interfere with the rightadminister the institution by the
religious or linguistic minorities.

5. Besides,&gulating academics and imposing reasonable restrictions to ensure educational standards
are in national and public interest

Constitutional Provisions regardiniylinority Educational Institutions:
Article 30(1)recognizes linguistic and religious minorities but not those based on race, ethnicity.
9 It recognizes the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational
institutions, ineffect recognizing the role educational institutions play in preserving distinct culture.
1 A majority community can also establish and administer educational institution but they will not enjoy
special rights under Article 30(1)(a).

Special rights enjoyetly religious minority institutions are:

1. UnderArt 30(1)(a),MEI enjoy right to education as a Fundamental Right. In case the property is take
over by state, due compensation to be provided to establish institutions elsewhere

2. UnderAtrticle 15(5),MEls arenot considered for reservation

3. UnderRight to Education ActMEI not required to provide admission to children in the age group of 6
14 years upto 25% of enrolment reserved for economically backward section of society

4. In St Stephens vs Delhi University @s.992,SC ruled that MEIs can have 50% seats reserved for
minorities

5. InTMA Pai & others vs State of Karnataka & others 2002 c&&&ruled that MEIs can have separate
admission process which is fair, transparent and merit based. They can also separstreifture but
should not charge capitation fee.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:

1. Various rights available for MEls.

2. Rights of Minority vs other institutions.

3. Can states interfere in their internal matters?

4. What is NEET?
Mains Link:
Write a note on constitutional rightsonferred upon minority educational institutions in India.
Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/education/neetappliesto-minority-run-medicalcollegessupreme
court/article31465082.ece
Sources: the Hindu.
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Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challengestherein.

1. J&K domicile rules

What to study?

For Prelims: What is Domicile? Recent changes.

For Mains: Significance and implications of these changes, criticisms surrounding.

Context CentreredefinesJammu and Kashmir domicile rulegpening up various categories of jobs in the
region topeople from across the country.
The order has been defined und&&K Civil Services (Decentralisation and Recruitment) Act.

What is domicile?
In law,domicile is the status or attribution of being a lawful permanent resident in a particular jurisdiction.

As per the Changes, who is now deemed to have domicile?

1. 'ye2yS boKz2z KFra NBaAARSR F2NJ I LISNA2R 2F FATFQ

2. Or has studied for geriod of seven years and appeared in class 10th/12th examination in an
educational institution located m the UT of J&K.

3. Orthoseregistered as migrants and their children.

4. Or the children of those central government officials, All India service ddfi€ddicials of Public sector
undertaking, autonomous body of central government, public sector banksiadéfof statuary bodies
officials of central universities and recognized research institutes of central government who have
served in J&K faa period of ten years.

5. Or children of residents of J&K who reside outside the Union Territory in connectiorwiloyment
or business or for other professional or vocational reasons, but whose parents fulfil any of the
conditions provided in the latest gazettmtification will also be entitled to domicile status.

What else the order says?

The Order says that thdomiciles will be eligible for the purposes of appointment to any post carrying a pay
scale of not more than Level 4.

The Level 4 post comprises gamis such as gardeners, barbers, office peons and watermen, and the highest
rank in the category is thaif a junior assistant.

Who can issue domicile certificates?
The orders also empowers tehsildars to issue domicile certificates. The governmenehaangowered to
notify any other officer as the competent authority to issue the certificate.

Implications:
The order now formally allows people from outside J&K to apply for jobs in the UT. While Level IV jobs have
been reserved for people with domicigatusg as per their definition in the order other nongazetted and
gazetted jobs have been opened fmeople from across the country, including people domiciled in J&K.

Background:

Last year, the Parliament had given its nod to the legislation fardafing the state, a decision that seeks to
redraw the map and future of a region at the centre of a proted militancy movement.

Earlier Article 35Aassociated with the abrogated Article 370 had given the legislative assembly of the state t
power todefine a Jammu and Kashmir resident.

Insta Links:

Prelims Link:
1. Definition of domicile?
2. Who issues dormile certificates?
3. What is Article 35A?
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Mains Link:
Critically examine the effect of abrogation of Article 370 and Article 35A on the fddbral of the country.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govijobsto-be-reservedonly-for-domicilesof-jk-says
centre/article31224164.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

2. Autonomous District Councils

What to study?

For Prelims: Authomous Councilscomposition, objectives and functions.

For Mains: Their significance, challenges being faced and scope for reforms.

Context The COVID9 pandemicmay eald 2 @SN} 2 NDa NHzZ S F2NJ 46KS . 2R2f |
in Assam.

The{ (I 1 SQa thecanStiiigioRaNdedd &f the BTAD that falls under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitutionand is administered bthe Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

Background:
Elections were scheduled to be held for the BTC on April 4 but efesreld indefinitelyin view of the
pandemic.¢ KS O2dzy OAf Q& OdzZNNBy d GSNXY SELANBA 2y ! LINR

What are Autonomous District Council?

As perthe Sixth Schedulehe four states vizAssam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoratontain the Tribal
Areas which areechnically differenfrom the Scheduled Areas.

Though these areas fall within tlexecutive authority of the stateprovision has been made for the creation
of the District Councils and regional councils for the exercise of the certain legislative andi@lgiowers.
Each ditrict isan autonomous district and Governor can modify / divide the boundaries of the said Tribal
areas by notification.

The Governor may, by public notification:

(@) Include any area.

(b) exclude any area.

(c) create a new autonomaudistrict.

(d)increase the area of any autonomous district.

(e) diminish the area of any autonomous district.

(f) alter the name of any autonomous district.

(9) define the boundaries of any autonomous district.

Constitution of District Councils and Regial Councils:
(1) There shall be a District Council for each autonomous district consisting of not more than thirty members
whom not more than four persons shall be nominated by the Governor and the rest shall be elected on the
basis of adult suffrage

(2) There shaébe a separate Regional Council for each area constituted an autonomous region.

, of

(3) Each District Council and each Regional Council shall be a body corporate by the name respectively of the

District Council of (name of district) and thegreal Council o(name of region), shall have perpetual
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name sue and be sued.

Related 125thamendment bill:
1. It seekdo increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Couitiise Sxth
Schedule aras of the northeastern region.
2. The amendments provide falected village municipal councilgnsuring democracy at the grassroot
level.
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3. Powers Thevillage councilsvill be empowered tgrepare plans for economic development and social
justice includinghose related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms,
minor irrigation, water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries an
social forestry.

4. TheFinance Commissiowill be mandatedo recommend deolution of financial resources to them.

5. Finance TheAutonomous Councilsow depend on grants from Central ministries and the State

government for specific projects.
6. ReservationsAt least onehird of the seats will be reserved for woménthe village ad municipal
councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approyv,

Insta Links:

Prelims Link:

What is an autonomous district council?

Who constitutes them?

Powers and roles?

What are regionatouncils?

Composition of these councils?

How many states are covered undét chedule of the Indian Constitution.

ok wbNE

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArlie?Orgld=GF07CGDNT.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressa | mechanisms and
institutions.

1. National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)

What to study?

For Prelims: NALSA&omposition, establishmat, functions and reports.

For Mains: Need for and significance, challenges present and measures needed to make them riemtévef

Context TheNational Legal Services Authority (NALSW} said that around 11,077 undertrials have been
released from psons nationwide as part of the mission to decongest jails followin@¥1BL9 pandemic.
NALSA has also been providaggstance to prisoners who were eligible to be released on parole or interim
bail under the relaxed norms, through its panel lawyers.

About NALSA:

NALSA has been constituted undee Legal Services Authorities Act, 1983 ,provide free legal services to
weaker sections of society.

The aim id¢o ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reasons of
economic or other disabilities.

‘Nyaya Deepls the official newsletter of NALSA.

Composition:
As persection 3(2) of Legal Service Authorities Atte Chief Justice of India shall be the Pathoi€Chief.
Second seniemost judge of Supreme Court of iadsthe ExecutiveChairman.

Important functions performed by NALSA:
1 Organise Lok Adalats for amicabkdtlement of disputes.
1 Identify specific categories of the marginalised and excluded groups and formulates various scheme
for the implementation of peventive and strategic legal service programmes.
1 Provide free legal aid in civil and criminal mattemsthe poor and marginalised people who cannot
afford the services of a lawyer in any court or tribunal.

State and district legal services authorities:
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In every StateState Legal Services Authoribas been constituted to give effect to the policies alections

of the NALSAand to give free legal services to the people and conduct Lok Adalats in the Bhat&tate Legal
Services Authorityisheadto @ | 2y Q6f S (GKS / KAST WdzadAOS 2Fn-GKS
Chief of the State Leg&ervices Authority.

In every DistrictDistrict Legal Services Authority has been constituted to implement Legal Services
Programmes in the Districthe District Legal Services Authority is situated in the District Courts Complex in
every District anathaired by the District Judge of the respective district.

Need Constitutional basis:

Article 39A of the Constitution of Indigrovides that State shiadecure that the operation of the legal system
promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity, andlkim particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable
legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justinetatenied to
any citizen by reason of economic or other disability.

Articles 14 and 22(1alsomake it obligatory for the State to ensure equality before law and a legal system
which promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity to all. Legal aiestid ensure that constitutional
pledge is fulfilled in its letter and spirit and equal jusiEenade available to the poor, downtrodden and
weaker sections of the society.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. Who appoints Patroin-Chief and executive chairmaf NALSA?
2. Eligibility criteria?
3. Who heads state and district legal services authorities?
4. Constiutional provisions in this regard?

Mains Link:
Discuss the roles and functions of NALSA in ensuring free legal aid to the poor and needy.

Link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/1107 fundertrialsfreed-to-decongesfails-following-covid-19-
nalsa/article3d350752.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

2. No 100% quota for tribal teachers: SC

What to study?
For Prelims: Constitutional provisions on reservations.
For Mains: Significance and implications of the Supreme Court verdict.

Context TheConstitution Bench of the $reme Cour hasheld itunconstitutional to provide 100%
reservation for tribal teachers in schools located in Scheduled Areas across the country.

2 K GQa dKS AaadzsSkK

The case stemmed from a legal challenge to a January 10, 2000 order issued by theeeBittdibfAndhra
Pradesh Bench providing 100% reservation to the Scheduled Tribe candidates, out of whom 33.1/3% shall
women, for the post of teachers in schools located in the Scheduled Areas of the State.

What has the Court said?
1. 100%reservation isot permssibleunder the Constitution as theuter limit is 50%as specified
in Indra Sawhney case, 1992.
2. The citizens havequal rightsand the total exclusion of others by creating an opportunity for one class
is not contemplated by theddstitution.
3. It alsodeprives SCs and OB@fgheir due representation.
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4. Theopportunity of public employmentcannot be denied unjustly to the incumbents and i@t the
prerogative of few.

Which rights are affected?
1. Equality of opportunityand pursuit d choiceunderArticle 51A cannot be deprived of unjustly and
arbitrarily.
2. ltisarbitrary and violativeof provisions ofrticles 14 (equality before law), 15(1) (discrimination
against citizens) and 16 (equal opportunity) of tl@@onstitution.
3. It also impinges upothe right of open categorybecause only STs will fill all the vacant posts leaving
SCs and OBCs far behind.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/ndional/no-100-quota-for-tribal-teacherssupreme
court/article31409071.ece

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities
of various Constitu tional Bodies.

1. Article 164(4) of the Indian Cditstion

What to study?
For Prelims: Overview of Articles 164 and 171, Section 151A of RPA.
For Mains: Options before the incumbent CM and legal hurdles.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSk
Maharashtra CM Uddhawhackeray may end up losing his seat if he is not electékethegislative Council of
the state before May 24.
1 Hetook the oath of his office on November 28, 2019 without being a member of either the State
legislature or council.
1 But, he will havdo get elected to either of the houses of the state legislatuefobe May 24, aérticle
164(4) of the Constitution stipulates.
1 However, the Election Commission has already postponed Rajya Sabha polls, byelections and civic
elections in the wake d€ovd 19pandemic.

What does the Constitution say?
Article 164 ofthe Constitutionallows a noHAegislator to occupy a post in the council of ministers, including the
office of the chief minister fosix months.

2 KIFGQa GKS FftaGSNYFGABS @At ofS y26K

Article 171 of the Constitutiorsays the governor can nominate emingrarsons from the field for literature,
science, art, cooperative movement and social service.

Uddahv Thackeray does not directly fit into any of the criteria mentionedbcial servie has a wider scope.
And, if governor nominates somebody to the legfisie council, his/her decision cannot be challenged in the
court, at least as of the precedent right now.

The Maharashtra legislative council has two vacancies to be filled by gowenooninations.

Then, what is the problem now?

There are soméegal rurdles.

Section 151A of Representation of the People Act 1@iis a bar on the governor's discretionary power to
nominate a person to the legislative council.

It says election or nomination to vacant seats in the legislative council cannot be'ifltreremainder of the
term of a member in relation to a vacancg less than one year".

The tenure of the two vacancies that arose on the account of resignatypngembers recentlgnds in June.
So,the remainder of the term is less than a year.
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So, what nex?

Uddhav Thackeray cannot continue unless elected to afiyeofiouses of Maharashtra legislature after May

28.

Technically, he can be reappointed as the Maharashtra chief minister again after he resigns on May 27 or 2
and takes oath afresh.

But, f Uddhav decides to resign and takes oath afresh, there cbalahother obstacle. This relates to a case in
Punjab, where Tej Parkash Singh of the Congress was appointed a minister in 1995 and was reappointed at the
expiry of six months' period in 1996 withogietting elected to state assembly.

Litigation followed. Andin 2001 the Supreme Court declared the resigamd-reappoint bid as "improper,
undemocratic, invalid and unconstitutional.

This judgment did not have a bearing on Tej Parkash Singh but mayirctimeenvay of Uddav Thackeray if he
takes the same route.

o

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. How are MLCs elected?
2. How many members can be nominated by the governor?
3. Can a person become a minister without being a member of the legislature?
4. What does section 151éf RPA say in this?
5. /1y 3A2@SNYy2NDRa RSOAaA2y ¢gNI ! NIAOfS mcnond op

Link:
https://indianexpress.com/article/indi/constitutionakcrisisloomsfor-uddhavthackerayamid-coronacrisis
6374796/

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.

1. Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU)
What to study?

For Prelins: About PMRU andlPPA.

For Mains: Key functions and Significance of PMRUs.

Context Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory has becomeliin Statewhere the Price Monitoring &
Resource Unit (PMRU) has been set up by National Pharmaceutical Pricing AutfidR&A).

Where el® has NPPA setup PMRUs?
Kerala, Odisha, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Nagaland, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Mizoram.

What is a Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU)?

It isa registered societynd shall functiorunder the direct catrol and supervision of State Drug Controller of
respective states.

The unit shall béunded by NPPAfor its recurring and nomecurring expenses.

Functions
1. Help NPPA and State Drug Controller in ensuring availability and adagssilbnedicines taffordable
prices.

2. Organise seminars, training programs and other information, education and communication (IEC)
activities in the areas of availability and affordability of medicines for all.

3. Collect samples of medicines, collectiaanalyse data anohake reports with respect to availability and
over-pricing of medicines for taking action under the provisions of Drug Price Control Order (DPCO).

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
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1. Who can set up PMRUS?
2. Role of states in setting up of PMRUS.
3. Functions ofNPPA in context of DPCO regulation.

Mains Link:
Discuss the role and functions of Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU).

Sources: pib.

2. National Wildlife Board

What to study?
For Prelims: NBWWcomposition, objectives and functions.
For Mairs: Environmental concern associated with the project and measures to address them.

Context National Wildlife Boardssues final nod for Mumba&lagpur highway amid lockdown.
The approval was given waleo-conferencing.

Background

The 703km Hindu Hrudy Samrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg connecting
Mumbai and Nagpur covering 10 districts, 26 talukas and 392 villages, will reduce the existing travel time of
hours to eight hours.

The project will require felling of over one laitees and passes through the-kfh eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of
Katepurna and Karanja Sohal Blackbuck wildlife sanctuato@gards one end of the state while cutting
throughthe ESZ of Tansa lake sanctuary closer to the Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

About National Board for Wildlife:
ltisad { G G dzli 2 NB chnstRute¢/undekhé Willlije rotection Act, 1972.

Roles and functions:
1 ltsroleisd I R @ AidrdtN®and advises the Central Government on framing policies and measures
for conservatiorof wildlife in the country.
1 Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and forests
1 It haspower to review all wilife-related matters and approve projects in and around national parks
and sanctuaries.

1 No altenation of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval
the NBWL.
Composition

The NBWL is chaired by the Prime Miaistt has 47 members including the Prime Minister. Among these, 19
members are exfficio membes. Other members include three Members of Parliament (two from Lok Sabha
and one from Rajya Sabha), five NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, conservationistgigminentalists.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. Chairpersons and other members of NBW.
2. Various suclbodies headed by PM.
3. Difference between National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries,

Sources: pib.

3. Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC)
What to study?
For PrelimsCVEeligibility, appointment and removal.
For Mains: Corruptionissues, challenges and ways prevent.
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Context Sanjay Kothari appointeasCentral Vigilance Commissiort®r President.

About CVC:

It is the apex vigilance instituticcreated viaexecutive resolution (based on the recommendations of
Santhanam committee) in 196But wasconferredwith statutory status in 2003.

It submits its report to the President of India.

The Commission was set up on the recommendatiaheK.Santhanam Committee on Prevention of
Corruption.

Composition
Consists o€entral vigilance commissioner along withv2Zgilance commissioners.

Appointment:

They areappointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a committamsisting 6 Prime
Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no LoP then the leade
the single largest Opposition party in the Lok Sabha).

Term
Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier.

Removal

The Catral Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be removed from hiznbffize

order of the Presidenbn the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity aftdre Supreme Court, on a
reference made to it by the President, has, on inquieported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any
Vigilance Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed

Sources: pib.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their desi gn and implementation.

1. Punjab Village and Small Towns Act
What to study?

For Prelims: Overview and key provisions of tlaav.

For Mains: Criticisms surrounding and ways to address them.

Why in News?

This Britiskera law was recently invoked Fanchkula to curtail movement during lockdown.

Deputy Commissioner of Panchkula has passed an ardier section 3 of this Acandhas declared that all
able-bodied male inhabitants of the villages be liable to be on patrol duty both during the day gimtd ni

The aim of the patrol in the present case is to keep a watch on people entering villages without a valid pass
to make surevillagers followsocial distancingorms.

What is the law?
The law was firsenacted in 1918 in erstwhile Punjaio makeprovisions for nightly patrol duty by
inhabitants of small villages and towns in cases of emergency.

Implementation:

Under this Actif the Deputy Commissioner of a district in Punjab or Haryas®f the opinion that in a village,
special measures need be taken to secure public safety, he has the power to make an order reqalling
GF 6ot2SRASR | RdzZf G YIS hawlage.oAlGFyidaég G2 LI GNRE 0
The time period of the applicability of the order is up to the Deputy Commissioner and the maximum time
period isup to one year.
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TheDeputy Commissioner shall have power to alter the number of persons required for patrol duty and the
method of their selection,and shall inform the village panchayat of his decision.

Penalty and punishment:

Those who do not follow # provisions will be liable undeections 9 and 11 of the Acivhich means they
may have to pay a fine imposed by the village ayat or a fine imposed by the deputy commissioner, not
exceeding Rs 100.

Link:
https://indianexpresscom/article/explained/britishera-law-invokedin-panchkulato-curtaiFmovement
duringlockdowncoronavirus6340886/

Sourceslndian Express.

2. Counter cyclical capital buffer (CCyB) for banks
What to study?

For Prelims: Meaning of CCyB, about Basel Norms.

For Mains: Need for these measures and their significance.

Context Reserve Bank has deferred implementatiocadintercyclical capital buffers (CCya&)d extended
the realisation period for export proceeds.

Background
The RBI had put in place the framork on counteityclical capital buffer (CCy@n February 5, 2015, wherein
it was advised that the CCyB would be activated as and when the circumstances warranted.

What Is a Countercyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB) in Banking?
The countercyclical capitabBer is intended to protect the banking sectagainst losses that could be caused
by cyclical systemic risks increasing in the economy.

1 Countercyclical capital buffers require banks to hold capital at times when credit is growing rapidly s
that the buffer can be reduced if the financial cycle tudwvn or the economic and financial
environment becomes substantially worse.

9 Banks can use the capital buffers they have built up during the growth phase of the financial cycle tg
cover losses that may arise rihg periods of stress and to continue supptyicredit to the real
economy.

Background

The rule was first introduced Basel lllas an extension of another buffer (called the capital conservation
buffer). Basel Il is a voluntary set of measures agugmh by central banks all around the worldheBe
YSIadaNBa 6SNBE RNIFTFISR o6& GKS . Fyl 2F LYGSNYIFGAZz2Yy
response to the financial crisis of 2009, in order to strengthen regulation of banks and fighkks within the
financial system.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. What are Basel norms?
2. Capital conservation buffer vs Countercyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB).

Mains Link:
Write a note on Basel norms and their significance.

Link:
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rbi-relaxesexport-rules-allows-statesand-uts-to-borrow-
more/article31230240.ece
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Sources: the Hindu.

3. What is the National Security Act?
What to study?

For Prelims: Key features of the act.

C2NJ alAyay / NAGAOAAYA YR O2yOSNYya 20SNJ AGQa YAZ

Context The Uttar Pradesh government has said that six persons associated with the Tabligtivwambave
been accused of misbehaving Wwilvomen staff at the district hospital in Ghaziabad will be charged uitiger
National Security Act (NSA).

About National Security Act, 1980:

It allowspreventive detention for monthsjf authorities are satisfig that a person is a threat to national
seairity or law and order.

The persordoes not need to be charged during this period of detention.

The goal iso prevent the individual from committing a crime.

It waspromulgated on September 23, 198Q)ring the hdira Gandhi government.

As per the Natioml Security Act, the grounds for preventive detention of a person include:
1. acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of India, the relations of India with foreign powers, or|
the security of India.
2. regulatingthe continued presence of any foreignerlidia or with a view to making arrangements for
his expulsion from India.

3. preventing them from acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of the State or from acting in any

manner prejudicial to the mainteance of public order or from acting in amanner prejudicial to the
maintenance of supplies and services essential to the community it is necessary so to do.

What the Constitution says?

Article 22 (3) (bpf the Constitutiorallows for preventive deterin and restriction on personal liberty for
reasons of state security and public order.

Article 22(4)states thatno law providing for preventive detentioshall authorise the detention of a person for
a longer period than three months unlegs Advisory Bard reports sufficient cause for extendedietention.
The44th Amendment Act of 1978as reduced the period of detention without obtaining the opinion of an
advisory board fronthree to two months However, this provision has not yet been brought into é&rgence,
the original period of three monis still continues.

Duration:

Under the National Security Act, an individual can be detained without a charge forl@mtonths;the state
government needs to be intimated that a person has been detained uih@eKSA.

A person detained under the NatiahSecurity Actan be held for 10 days without being told the charges
against them.

Appeat The detained person can appeal before a high court advisory board but they are not allowed a lawy¢

during the trial.

Criticisms
The NSA hapeatedly come under criticism for the way it is used by the police.

As per a Law Commission report from 2001, more than 14 lakh people (14,57,779) were held under prevenfive

laws in India.

How Is It Draconian?

Typically, if a peson is arrested, then lighe enjoy certain rights bestowed by the Indian Constitution. The
person has to be informed of the reason for the arrest. Under Section 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), the person arrested has to be informed.
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1 However, inhe case of the NSA, theerson can be held up to ten days without being informed of the
reason.

1 Sections 56 and 76 of the same penal code guarantee the detained person to be produced before a
court within 24 hours. Apart from this, Article 22(1) of then€ittution allows the d&inee to seek
legal advice from a legal practitioner. However, under the NSA, none of these above mentioned bas
rights is permitted to the suspect.

Insta links:
Prelims Link:
1. Who can invoke NSA?
2. Appeals against preventive detion?
3. Right to beinformed the reason for arrest under this?
4. Applicability of Constitutional rights in this regard.
5. The writs under the constitution.

Mains Link:
What is the National security act? Why is it termed as a draconian law? Discuss.

Link:
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?Orqgld=GHD7AJO50.1&imageview=0
Sources: the Hindu.

4. MPLADS suspended

What to study?

For Prelims: Key facts on MPLADS.

For Mains: Significance, performance analysis and need for monitoring of the scheme, demand for a legal
framework.

Context The Union Cabindtasapproved a 30% cut in the salaries of all Members of Parliamena awd-

year suspension of the MP Local Area B®pment (MPLAD) schemso that the amount saved can go to the
Consolidated Fund of India to fight CO\KD

In this regard, iapproved an ordinance to amerbde Salaries, Allowances and Pension of Members of
Parliament Act, 1954to cut the salaries of Ms by30%.

Now, the consolidated amount of MPLAD Funds for 2 yedts 7,900 croreswill go toConsolidated Fund of
India.

About MPLAD scheme:
What is it?
It was launched in December, 1993, to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliamecatarend
works of developmental nature for creation of durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities
including community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs.
1 The MPLADS @&Plan Scheme fully funded by Government of India. TheuwaliMPLADS fund
entittement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore.

Special focus:
1 MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement fo
the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per camé#s inhabited by S.T.
population.
1 In order to encourage trusts and societies for the betterment of tribal people, a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh
stipulated for building assets by trusts and societies subject to conditions prescribed in the scheme
guidelires.

Works under the scheme:
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Works, developmental in nature, based on locally felt needs and always available for the use of the public af
large, are eligible under the scheme. Preference under the scheme is given to works relating to national
priorities, such & provision of drinking water, public health, education, sanitation, roads, etc.

Release of Funds:
1 Funds are released in the formgifants inaid directly to the district authorities.
1 The funds released under the scheme aom-lapsable.
1 The liability ofunds not released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years,
subject to eligibility.

Execution of works:

The MPs have commendatory role under the schem@&hey recommend their choice of works to the
concerned district authoritie who implement these works by following the established procedures of the
concerned state government.

The district authority is empowered to examine the eligibility of works sanctioméisand select the
implementing agencies, prioritise works, supenaserall execution, and monitor the scheme at the ground
level.

Recommendation of works:
1. The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective constituencies.
2. The electednembers of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the state fram tivéy
are elected.
3. Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for implementation
anywhere in the country.

Insta Link:
Prelims Link:
1. How is MPLADS corntted to Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana?
2. Where can nominated MPs recommend theirnks?
3. Isthere any special focus on SC and ST Welfare?
4. Difference between grants and loans?
5. Implementing agencies.

Mains Link:
Critically examine whether MPLADS has helped irghrigthe gaps in provisioning of public services?

Sources: pib.

5. PCPNDT Act

What to study?
For prelims: key features of the act.
For mains: performance and efficacy of the act and what else needs to be done?

Context MoHFWhas clarified that it has not suspended the PC&PNDT Act, which prohibits sex selection before
or after concetion.

2 Kl 6Qa GKS AaadzsSK
1 Inview of the ongoing lockdown, due of COVID19 pandemic, the Health Ministry has issued a
Notification dated April 4, 220 to defer/suspend certain provisions under the PC&PNDT Rules 1996.
1 These Rules pertain to applying for revad of registration if falling due in this period, submission of
reports by diagnostics centres by 5th day of the following month and submisseraderly progress
report (QPR) by the States/UTs.
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But, a section of the media is speculating that the PA&P{Pre Conception and Pre Natal Diagnostic
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection)) Act 1994 has been suspended by the Ministry of Healthilgnd Fa
Welfare.

About PCPNDT Act:

ThePreconception & Prenatal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, ¥@8lenacted in responge the
decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in 1991.

The main purpose of enacting thact isto ban the use of sex selection techniques before or after conception
and prevent the misuse of preratdiagnostic technique for sex selective abortion.

Offences under this adhclude conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostidqiteégue in the
unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purposithathikre one
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipme
capable of detectingex of the foetus.

Amendments
1. The act was amended in 20@8improve the regulation of the technology usadsex selection.

Nt

2. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound technique

within the ambit of the act.
3. The amendment also empowered tieentral supervisory board and state level supervisory board was
constituted.

Main provisions in the act are:

1. The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception.

2. ltregulates the use gfre-natal diagnostic techniques, like ultrasound and amniocentesis by allowing
them their use only to detect few sas.

3. No laboratory or centre or clinic will conduct any test including ultrasonography for the purpose of
determining the sex of the foetus.

4. No person, including the one who is conducting the procedure as per the law, will communicate the
of the foetusto the pregnant woman or her relatives by words, signs or any other method.

5. Any person who puts an advertisement for pratal and preconception sex determination facilities in
the form of a notice, circular, label, wrapper or any document, or advertisesigh interior or other
media in electronic or print form or engages in any visible representation made by means of hoardin

wall paintirg, signal, light, sound, smoke or gas, can be imprisoned for up to three years and fined Rs.

10,000.
6. The Act mandas compulsory registration of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic counselling centre
genetic laboratories, genetic clinics and ultraad clinics.

Insta Link:

Prelims Link:
1. What is banned under PCPNDT Act.
2. What changes were introduced through th6@ Amendments.
3. Implementation of the act.

Mains Link:
Discuss the features and significance of PC&PNDT Act.

Sources: pib.

6. Epidemic Diseses (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020
What to study?

For Prelims: Key provisions and IPC sections applicable, overvieypidemics act.
For Mains: Need for and significance of this ordinance, challenges ahead.
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Context The Odisha government has promulgated an ordinance to deal with COVID 19 spread by amending
Section 3 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.

Overview of the pidemic Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020:

1. Anyone who disobeys any regulation or order madeer the Act, is liable for imprisonment up to two
years or with a fine of up to Rs 10,000 or with both.

2. All offences under the Act shall be cognisable andbkal

3. Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under the 1897 Act was deemed to have
committed an offence punishable under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), under Section 3 of
the Act.

4. A provision has also been also made in the Ordiadac special procurement of critical drugs and
consumables to manage the novel coronavirugdse (COVHDI) outbreak.

hRA&AKF Q&4 RSLINILGYSYydG 2F KSFEGK YR FlLYAf@ 4SSt FI NEF
1. Not wearing a mask in publidgze shall be considered as an offence.
2. The penalty for the first three instances has been lagRs 200 while for offences beyond that, the
penalty shall be Rs 500 for each offence in the state.

A4

What is Epidemic Diseases Act of 18977
It is routinely endrced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and
cholera.

It was introduced by colonial governmetattackle the epidemic of bubonic plague that had spread in the
erstwhile Bombay Presidency in the 1890s.

Why was this act criticised?

Historians have criticised the Act for fietential for abuse.

Usingpowers conferred by the Act, colonies authorities would search suspected plague cases in homes and
among passengers, with forcible segregations, evacuationsjemalitions of infected places.

In 1897 the year the law was enforced, freedom fighter Bal @gadhar Tilaks & LJdzy A a KSR ¢ A (K
rigorous imprisonment after his newspapéd¢ssari and Mahrattaadmonished imperial authorities for their
handling of he plague epidemic.

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act:

1. It empowersstate governmens/UTs to take special measures and formulate regulations for
containing the outbreak.

2. It also empowers stateo prescribe such temporary regulation®tbe obsered by the public or by any
person or class of persons as it shall deem necessary to preveotitheeak of such disease or the
spread thereof.

3. The state mayletermine in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred (including
compensation if any) shallddefrayed.

4. The State Government may take measures and prescribe regulatiotiefamspection of persons
travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in hospital, temporary accommodation or
otherwise, of persons suspected by the inspectirficef of beng infected with any such disease.

5. It also providepenalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the Athhese are
according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience to order duly promulgated by publi
servant).

6. Italso givesegal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act.

[

Examples of implementation:
1. LY HnmyX GKS RAAGNAROG O2fttSO02N 2F Ddz2l NI 4 Qa
Khedkarmsiya village in Waghodia talasadolera-affected after 31 persons complained of
symptoms of the disease.
2. In 2015to deal with malaria and dengue i€handigarhthe Act was implemented and controlling
officers were instructed to ensure the issuance of notices and challans of Rs 508ndens.

I+
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3. In 2009,to tackle the swine flu outbreak in Pun&ection 2 powers were used to open screening
centres in civic hospitals across the city, and swine flu was dedametfiable disease.

Insta Link:

Prelims Link:
1. Previous examples of implemenia of thisAct, diseases for which it was declared.
2. A notifiable disease.
3. Implementing agency, penalty, protection and inspection of people under the act.
4. Handling of the plague epidemic by British, criticisms by Tilak through his papers.

Mains Link:
Discuss the keyrovisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act.

Link:
https://economicimes.indiatimes.com/news/politicand-nation/armedwith-ordinanceodishanow-may-
sendepidemicrule-violatorsto-jail-for-2-yrs/articleshow/75065628.cms

Sources: ET.

7. Government amends the extant FDI policy
What to study?

For Prelims: Key chgesintroduced and implications.

For Mains: Significance and the need for these measures.

Context The Government has amendedrtain sections of the FDI polifiyr curbing opportunistic
takeovers/acquisitions of Indian companiedue to the current COVIR9 pandemic.

WhileIndia shares a land border with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Bhutan, China and Afghanist
the move appears directed mostly at China.

The changes introduced:
1. Al FDI proposals fromountries sharing border with Indigill be underthe government approval
route.
2. The secalledautomatic route, under which the central bank simply had to be informed after money
was investedhas been blocketh such cases.
3. Companies whose beneficial ownership also lies in such countries wiltdhemdergogovernment
scrutiny for any change in foreign holding.

Need for these measures:
1 Many Indian businesses have come to a halt due to the lockdown imposed to contain the I80VID
pandemic. Subsequently theialuations have plummeted.
1 Many such dmestic firms may beulnerable to opportunistic takeovers or acquisitidrem foreign
players.
T wSOSydtezr tS2L)XSQa .+Fyl 2F [/ KAYlF YFRS | LJ32NI
housing finance company HDFC and now holds a 1.01% stake ontpary.

How was the FDI policor neighboursso far?

1. A nonresident entity can invest in India, subject to the FDI Policy except in those sectors/activities
which are prohibited.

2. However, a citizen of Bangladesh or an entity incorporatdgiingladesh gainvest only under the
Government route.

3. Further, a citizen of Pakistan or an entity incorporated in Pakistan can invest, only under the
Government route, in sectors/activities other than defence, space, atomic energyeatats/activities
prohibited forforeign investment.

Concerns and unintended impacts:
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