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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

1. What is Tablighi Jamaat? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the event, its purpose and how is it carried out? 
For Mains: What impact has it had on the spread of Corona Virus, how it should have been handled and 
standard measures to be put in place to monitor such events in future. 
 
Why in News?  
Over 200 have tested positive for COVID-19 from among 4,000-ƻŘŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ aŀǊƪŀȊ 
Nizamuddin, the headquarters of the Tablighi Jamaat. 
 
What is Tablighi Jamaat? 
Literally, it means a society for spreading the faith. It is a conservative Muslim organisation. 
It is a Sunni Islamic missionary movement. The aim is to reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive their faith, 
particularly in matters of ritual, dress, and personal behaviour. 
It has significant base in various countries including Bangladesh, Pakistan, United States, Britain, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and Singapore. 
 
How did the movement begin? 
Launched by prominent Islamic scholar Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Khandhalaw in 1926 in Mewat (Haryana). 
Its roots lie in the Deobandi version of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence. 
Maulana Ilyaz trained several young men from Deoband and Saharanpur and sent them to Mewat, where the 
Tablighi Jamaat established a network of madrasas and Mosque. 
 
The Tablighi Jamaat is based on six principles: 

1. Kalimah, an article of faith in which the Tabligh accepts that there is no God but Allah and that Prophet 
Muhammad is his messenger. 

2. Salaat, or prayer five times daily. 
3. Ilm and dhikr, the knowledge and remembrance of Allah conducted in sessions in which the 

congregation listens to preaching by the imam, performs prayers, recites the Quran and reads the 
Hadith; the congregation also uses these sessions to dine together, thus fostering a sense of 
community and identity. 

4. Ikram-i-Muslim, the treatment of fellow Muslims with honour. 
5. Ikhlas-i-niyat, or sincerity of intention. 
6. Dawat-o-tabligh, or proselytisaton. 

 
Its scope: 
It is estimated that the organisation has somewhere between 70-80 million followers across the world, which 
makes it the biggest Muslim movement in the world. In fact, outside of the Hajj, it is believed that its annual 
meetings in countries, including Pakistan, Bangladesh and India, bring together the largest congregations of 
Muslims. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ǿǊǘ ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΚ 
While the scope of the organisation seems to be limited to spreading the Muslim faith, the group has at times 
been accused of having ties to radical outfits, who, as per some observers, could take advantage of its loose 
organisational structure. 
.ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ of their activities, their membership or source of their finances, 
though it is believed they do not rely on donations and are largely financed by their senior members. 
 
Link: 
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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tablighi-jamaat-coronavirus-death-nizamuddin-markaz-delhi-
purpose-how-it-runs-6341214/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Who are Nihangs? 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Their origin, how are they different from other sects and their contributions. 
 
Why in News? 
Recent Patiala incident in which a group of Nihangs attacked a Punjab police party and chopped off the hand of 
an assistant sub-inspector when stopped for a curfew pass, and the subsequent seizure of weapons and 
narcotics, has put the spotlight on the Nihangs. 
 
Who is a Nihang? 
Nihang is an order of Sikh warriors. 
They are characterised by blue robes, antiquated arms such as swords and spears, and decorated turbans 
surmounted by steel quoits. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨbƛƘŀƴƎΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
Etymologically the word nihang in Persian means an alligator, sword and pen but the characteristics of Nihangs 
seem to stem more from the Sanskrit word nihshank which means without fear, unblemished, pure, carefree 
and indifferent to worldly gains and comfort. 
 
Origin: 
Sources trace their origin to DǳǊǳ DƻōƛƴŘ {ƛƴƎƘΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ CŀǘŜƘ {ƛƴƎƘ (1699-1705), who once appeared 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳǊǳΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ŎƘƻƭŀ ŀnd blue turban with a dumala (piece of cloth forming a plume). 
On seeing his son look so majestic, the Guru remarked that it shall be the dress of Nihangs, the reckless soldiers 
of the Khalsa 
 
How were Nihangs different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors? 

1. Nihangs observe the Khalsa code of conduct in its strictest sense. They do not profess any allegiance to 
an earthly master. Instead of saffron they hoist a blue Nishan Sahib (flag) atop their shrines. 

2. Nihangs use the slogans ΨŎƘƘŀǊŘƛ ƪŀƭŀΩ (forever in high spirits) and ΨǘƛŀǊ ōŀǊ ǘƛŀǊΩ (state of ever 
preparedness) for unforeseen events. 

3. The Nihangs are fond of a popular drink called shardai or sharbati degh (sacrament drink) which 
contains grounded almonds, cardamom seeds, poppy seeds, black pepper, rose petals and melon 
seeds. 

4. When a small measure of cannabis is added to it, it is termed sukhnidhan (treasure of comfort). 
5. A higher dose of cannabis in it was known as shaheedi deg, sacrament of martyrdom. It was taken 

(while) battling enemies. 
 
What is their role in Sikh history? 

¶ Nihangs had a major role in defending the Sikh panth 
after the fall of the first Sikh rule (1710-15) when 
Mughal governors were killing Sikhs, and during the 
onslaught of Afghan invader Ahmed Shah Durrani 
(1748-65). 

¶ Nihangs also took control of the religious affairs of the 
Sikhs at Akal Bunga (now known as Akal Takht) in 
Amritsar. They did not consider themselves subordinate 
to any Sikh chief and thus maintained their independent 
existence. 

¶ Their clout came to an end after the fall of Sikh Empire in 1849 when the British authorities of Punjab 
appointed a manager (sarbrah) for the administration of the Golden Temple in 1859. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Khalsa code of conduct? 
2. Who helped Ahmed Shah Durrani invade India? 
3. What is the difference between Shardai, Sukhnidhan and Shaheedi deg? 
4. Who was Guru Gobind Singh? His contributions to Sikh community? 

 
Mains Link: 
Who are Nihangs? How are they different from other Sikhs, and other Sikh warriors? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nihangs-sikhs-punjab-police-patiala-6361182/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

3. National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Indian entries in the list, about Reggae, 
overview of the National ICH List. 
For Mains: Significance of the list and the need for conservation. 
 
Context: Ministry of Culture has launched the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India. 

¶ The National ICH List is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in its 
intangible heritage.  

¶ This initiative is also a part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry of Culture. 
 
Elements in the list: 
As of now the list has more than 100 elements. It also includes the 13 elements of India that have already been 
inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 
Overview of the National ICH List: 
Following ¦b9{/hΩǎ нлло /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ this list has been 
classified into five broad domains in which intangible cultural heritage is manifested: 

1. Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage;  
2. Performing arts;  
3. Social practices, rituals and festive events;  
4. Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;  
5. Traditional craftsmanship. 

 
!ōƻǳǘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ Lƴǘŀngible Cultural Heritage: 
The list is made up of those intangible heritage elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage 
and raise awareness about its importance. 
The list was established in 2008 when Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage came 
into effect. 
¦b9{/h Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘǎ άLƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ōŀƴƴŜǊΥ the list of intangible cultural 
heritage in need of urgent safeguarding, the list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity and the register 
of good safeguarding practices. 
Some of the criteria for inclusion in the representative list are if the inscription of the element will ensure 
Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǎǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōle 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
consent. 
 
From India the Intangible Cultural Heritages added into this list include: 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 
3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 
4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 
5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 
6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 
7. Chhau dance 
8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur 
10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab 
11. Yoga 
12. Nawrouz 
13. Kumbh Mela 

 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Which are the elements of India that have already been inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity? 

2. What is UNESCO? 
3. Difference between tangible and intangible heritages? 
4. Eligibility criteria? 
5. Lists under UNESCO άLƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ōŀƴƴŜǊ? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of ¦b9{/hΩǎ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

4. Ambubachi Mela 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Ambubachi festival and Nilachal Hills. 
For Mains: Significance and the role of festival in promoting awareness on menstrual hygiene. 
 
Context: In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the annual Ambubachi Mela of Assam has been cancelled this 
year. 
 
About Ambubachi Mela: 

¶ The festival symbolises the fertility cult of goddess Kamakhya. 

¶ There is no idol in the temple, the goddess is worshipped in the form of a yoni-like stone over which a 
natural spring flows. 

¶ Also known as Siddha Kubjika, the goddess is a Hindu tantric goddess of desire who evolved in the 
Himalayan hills. She is also identified as Kali and Maha Tripura. 

¶ The festival is also known as ΨaŀƘŀƪǳƳōƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘΩ as it draws lakhs of devotees from all over the 
world. 

  
Social significance of the festival: 
The ritualistic faƛǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘŘŜǎǎΩ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƻƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
menstruation is less in Assam compared with other parts of India. The attainment of womanhood of girls in 
Assam is celebrated with a ritual called Ψ¢ǳƭƻƴƛ .ƛȅŀΩΣ meaning small wedding. Ambubachi Mela serves as an 
occasion to promote awareness on menstrual hygiene. 
  
Facts for Prelims: 
Kamakhya, atop Nilachal Hills in Guwahati, is one of 51 shaktipeeths or seat of Shakti followers, each 
representing a body part of the SatiΣ [ƻǊŘ {ƘƛǾŀΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΦ 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Where are Nilachal hills located? 
2. Location of Shaktipeetas. 
3. What is tuloni biya? 
4. What is Mahakumbh Mela? 
5. Division of Himalayas. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the cultural and social significance of Ambubachi mela. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Basava Jayanti 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: contributions of basavanna to Indian Literature and philosophy. 
 
Context: Global Basava Jayanthi ς 2020 was observed on 26th April digitally. 
Basava Jayanti marks the birth anniversary of Lord Basavanna, the 12th-century poet-philosopher, and the 
founding saint of the Lingayat faith. 
 
About Basavanna, his thoughts and contributions: 

¶ Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada 
poet and a social reformer during the reign of the Kalachuri-
dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, India. 

¶ Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly 
known as Vachanaas. 

¶ Basavanna rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions 
and rituals. 

¶ He introduced new public institutions such as the Anubhava 
Mantapa όƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ άƘŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ 
men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss 
spiritual and mundane questions of life, in open. 

¶ As a leader, he developed and inspired a new devotional movement named ±ƛǊŀǎƘŀƛǾŀǎΣ ƻǊ άŀǊŘŜƴǘΣ 
ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ƘƛǾŀέΦ This movement shared its roots in the ongoing Tamil Bhakti movement, 
particularly the Shaiva Nayanars traditions, over the 7th- to 11th-century. 

¶ Basava championed devotional worship that rejected temple worship and rituals led by Brahmins, and 
replaced it with personalized direct worship of Shiva through practices such as individually worn icons 
and symbols like a small linga. 

¶ Basaveshwara is the first Kannadiga in whose honour a commemorative coin has been minted in 
recognition of his social reforms. 

¶ In November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi inaugurated the statue of Basaveshwara 
along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London. 

  
Basavanna and Sharana movement: 

1. The Sharana movement he presided over attracted people from all castes, and like most strands of the 
Bhakti movement, produced a corpus of literature, the vachanas, that unveiled the spiritual universe of 
the Veerashaiva saints. 

2. The egalitarianism ƻŦ .ŀǎŀǾŀƴƴŀΩǎ {ƘŀǊŀƴŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ was too radical for its times. 
3. He set up the Anubhava Mandapa, where the Sharanas, drawn from different castes and communities, 

gathered and engaged in learning and discussions. 
4. Sharanas challenged the final bastion of the caste order: they organised a wedding where the 

bridegroom was from a lower caste, and the bride a Brahmin. 
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Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is Shramana tradition? 
2. What are Vachanas? 
3. What is Anubhava Mantapa? 
4. Who are Kalachuris? 
5. Who are Nayanars? 
6. What is Bhakti Movement? 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on important contributions made by 12th Century reformer Basavanna to the society. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Raja Ravi Varma 
What to study? 
For Prelims: His key contributions to the society and important paintings. 
For Mains: Significance and impact of his paintings on the society. 
 
Context: April 29 is the birth anniversary of the famed Indian painter Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906). 
 
Key contributions:  

¶ He is remembered for giving Indians their western, classical 
representations of Hindu gods and goddesses.  

¶ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎΣ ±ŀǊƳŀΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Hindu pantheon travelled beyond the surfaces of costly canvases, 
and into the prayer and living rooms of working-class homes. 

¶ He achieved this by making affordable lithographs, which 
were accessible even to the poor. 

¶ Ravi Varma first started a press in Mumbai and later shifted it to 
a place near Lonavala.  

 
Awards he won: 
His 1873 painting, Nair Lady Adorning Her Hair, won Varma prestigious 
awards including DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩs Gold Medal when it was presented in the 
Madras Presidency, and Certificate of Merit at an exhibition in Vienna. 
In 1904, the British colonial government awarded Varma with the Kaiser-
i-Hind Gold Medal. In 2013, a crater on the planet Mercury was named 
in his honour. 
 
His prominent works include: 
A Family of Beggars, A Lady Playing Swarbat, Arjuna and Subhadra, Damayanti Talking to a Swan, Jatayu (a bird 
devotee of Lord Rama), Lady Lost in Thought, Shakuntala. 
 
Criticisms: 
Varma is often criticized for being too showy in his paintings. His paintings are also condemned for 
overshadowing traditional Indian art forms, especially the ones depicting Hindu gods and goddesses. His 
approach is said to lack the dynamism of expression seen in the traditional paintings. Critics have also 
criticized him for modelling goddesses after prostitutes, saying that his representation of deities have reduced 
them to the level of mortals. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 
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1. Time period of Raja Ravi Varma. 
2. Important Indian and European rulers during his time. 
3. Unique features of his paintings. 
4. Awards and titles he won. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different  parts  of the country.  

1. Jallianwala incident 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Jallianwala Bagh incident- overview, impacts and outcomes. 
 
Context: On April 13, 1919, british forces opened fire on unarmed Indians at Jallianwala Bagh killing hundreds 
of people. 
 
About the incident: 
April 13, 1919, marked a turning point in the Indian freedom struggle. It was Baisakhi that day, a harvest 
festival popular in Punjab and parts of north India. Local residents in Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that 
day to discuss and protest against the confinement of Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew, two leaders fighting 
for Independence, and implementation of the Rowlatt Act, which armed the British government with powers 
to detain any person without trial. 

¶ The crowd had a mix of men, women and children. They all gathered in a park called the Jallianwala 
Bagh, walled on all sides but for a few small gates, against the orders of the British. The protest was a 
peaceful one, and the gathering included pilgrims visiting the Golden Temple who were merely passing 
through the park, and some who had not come to protest. 

¶ While the meeting was on, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry Dyer, who had crept up to the 
scene wanting to teach the public assembled a lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he had brought with him to 
the venue to open fire on the crowd. Many tried in vain to scale the walls to escape. Many jumped into 
the well located inside the park. 

  
Outcomes: 

1. Considered Ψ¢ƘŜ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳǊƛǘǎŀǊΩ in the aftermath of the massacre, General Dyer was removed 
from command and exiled to Britain. 

2. Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, as a sign of condemnation, renounced their British 
Knighthood and Kaiser-i-Hind medal respectively. 

3. In 1922, the infamous Rowlett Act was repealed by the British. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who was the Viceroy when this incident took place? 
2. Outcomes of the incident? 
3. What is Rowlatt Act? 

 
Mains Link: 
The tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh is a shameful scar on British Indian history. Comment.  
 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. Khudai Khidmatgar 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About Khudai Khidmatgars and the massacre, implications of the massacre. 
 
Why in News? 
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Its 90 years for tŜǎƘŀǿŀǊΩǎ vƛǎǎŀ YƘǿŀƴƛ .ŀȊŀŀǊ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ. 

¶ The massacre was perpetrated by British soldiers against non-violent protesters of the Khudai 
Khidmatgar movement on April 23, 1930. 

 
Who were the Khudai Khidmatgars? 
The Khudai Khidmatgar was a non-violent movement against British occupation of the Indian subcontinent. 

¶ It was led by Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a Pashtun freedom fighter, in the North-West Frontier Province. 

¶ Over time, the movement acquired a more political colour, leading to the British taking notice of its 
growing prominence in the region. 

¶ Following the arrest of Khan and other leaders in 1929, the movement formally joined the Indian 
National Congress after they failed to receive support from the All-India Muslim League. 

¶ Members of the Khudai Khidmatgar were organised and the men stood out because of the bright red 
shirts they wore as uniforms, while the women wore black garments. 

 
Why did the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre happen? 

¶ Abdul Ghaffar Khan and other leaders of the Khudai Khidmatgar were arrested on April 23, 1930 by 
British police after he gave a speech at a gathering in the town of Utmanzai in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 

¶ YƘŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ Ǉrotests in neighbouring towns, including Peshawar. 

¶ tǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ǎǇƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ vƛǎǎŀ YƘǿŀƴƛ .ŀȊŀŀǊ ƛƴ tŜǎƘŀǿŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ YƘŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΦ 

¶ British soldiers entered the market area to disperse crowds that had refused to leave. In response, 
British army vehicles drove into the crowds, killing several protesters and bystanders. 

 
What was the aftermath of the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre? 

1. The British ramped up the crackdown on Khudai Khidmatgar leaders and members following the Qissa 
Khwani Bazaar massacre. 

2. In response, the movement began involving young women in its struggle against the British, a decision 
in line with tactics adopted by revolutionaries across the undivided India. Women were able to move 
undetected with more ease than men. 

3. According to accounts by Khudai Khidmatgar activists, the British subjected members of the movement 
to harassment, abuse and coercive tactics adopted elsewhere in the subcontinent. This included 
physical violence and religious persecution. Following the recruitment of women in the movement, the 
British also engaged in violence, brutality and abuse of women members. 

In August 1931, the Khudai Khidmatgar aligned themselves with the Congress party, forcing the British to 
reduce the violence they were perpetrated on the movement. 
 
Post Independence: 
The Khudai Khidmatgar opposed Partition, a stance that many interpreted as the movement not being in favour 
of the creation of the independent nation of Pakistan. Post 1947, the Khudai Khidmatgar slowly found their 
political influence decreasing to such an extent that the movement and the massacre 90 years ago in the Qissa 
Khwani Bazaar has been wiped out from collective memory. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who were called red shirts during the freedom struggle? 
2. Contributions of Abdul Ghaffar Khan to the freedom movement. 
3. When did Khudai Khidmatghars merged with the Congress party? 
4. What was their response to the partition of India? 

 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/qissa-khwani-bazaar-massacre-khudai-khidmatgars-movement-
abdul-ghaffar-khan-6377275/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
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Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. How countries are dealing with the surge in domestic violence under 
COVID-19 lockdown? 

What to study? 
For Prelims: Laws in India to deal with domestic violence cases. 
For Mains: How is it being managed worldwide under lockdown? 
 
Context: Both the United Nations and the Council of Europe have expressed concern about the increase in 
domestic violence in various countries during lockdowns due to the coronavirus. 
Generally, women and children are at greater risk of abuse within their own homes during this period. 
 
How is the situation worldwide since the announcement of lockdown? 

¶ Since the lockdown, in France, the number of domestic violence reports made to the police had gone 
up by 36 per cent in Paris, and 32 per cent in the rest of the country, including two murders. 

¶ In the UK, since the lockdown started, the National Domestic Abuse helpline saw a 25 per cent rise in 
calls and online requests for help. 

¶ In the US, where gun sales have been setting record highs during the pandemic, many have expressed 
an increased sentiment of alarm about the welfare of women and children. 

¶ In India too, the National Commission for Women (NCW) has flagged the issue of a spike in cases of 
domestic violence since the enforcement of the national lockdown. 

 
How are countries handling the situation? 
France: 

¶ Setup EUR 1 million to fund relief organisations working against domestic abuse, to help them cater to 
the increased number of requests for help. 

¶ Promised to open up pop-up counselling centres and pay for hotel rooms for domestic violence victims. 

¶ Victims have also been encouraged to seek help at pharmacies discreetly. 
 
Italy: 

¶ The government has launched an app that enables domestic violence victims to seek help without 
making a phone call. 

¶ A proposal to allocate EUR 4 million for shelters for victims is also being considered. 
 
Scotland: 
The ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ D.t мΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ ŀƴŘ wŀǇŜ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ 
over six months to ensure that access to support services is maintained. 
 
Protection of women against domestic violence in India: 
What is Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005? 

1. It is an act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of Women guaranteed under the 
Constitution who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

2. Domestic Violence Act 2005 is the first significant attempt in India to recognise domestic abuse as a 
punishable offence, to extend its provisions to those in live-in relationships, and to provide for 
emergency relief for the victims, in addition to legal recourse. It extends to the whole of India except 
the State Jammu & Kashmir. 

3. It aims to protect women from physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic abuse at home. 
Besides, in 1983, domestic Violence was recognised as a specific criminal offence by the introduction of section 
498A into the Indian penal code. This section deals with cruelty by husband or his family towards a married 
woman. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       16  InsightsIAS 

1. What is Section 498A? 
2. Difference between IPC and CrPC? 
3. Composition of NCW. 
4. Key provisions of the Domestic Violence Act 2005. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the key features of the Domestic Violence Act of 2005. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-countries-are-dealing-with-the-surge-in-domestic-violence-
under-covid-19-lockdown-6350186/. 
Sources:  
 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. Global Report on Food Crises 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings, about the global network. 
For Mains: Concerns expressed, ways to address them. 
 
Context: A new edition of the annual Global Report on Food Crises has been released by the Global Network 
Against Food Crises. 
The report reveals scope of food crises as COVID-19 poses new risks to vulnerable countries. 
 
Key findings: 

1. At the close of 2019, 135 million people across 55 countries and territories experienced acute food 
insecurity. 

2. Additionally, in 2019, 183 million people were classified in Stressed condition -- at the cusp of acute 
hunger and at risk of slipping into Crisis or worse if faced with a shock or stressor, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

3. Worst hit areas: More than half (73 million) of the 135 million people covered by the report live in 
Africa; 43 million live in the Middle East and Asia; 18.5 million live in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

4. The key drivers behind the trends analysed in the report were: conflict, (the key factor that pushed 77 
million people into acute food insecurity), weather extremes (34 million people) and economic 
turbulence (24 million). 

 
What is Acute food insecurity? 

¶ Acute food insecurity is when a person's inability to consume adequate food puts their lives or 
livelihoods in immediate danger. 

¶ It is more severe than / not the same as chronic hunger, as reported on each year by the UN's annual 
State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World report. 

Chronic hunger is when a person is unable to consume enough food over an extended period to maintain a 
normal, active lifestyle. 
 
About the Global Network against Food Crises: 
It was launched by the European Union, FAO and WFP during the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) to 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²I{Ωǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǇǊƻǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 
vulnerability, and manage risk, by bridging the divide between development and humanitarian partners. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is WFP? 
2. Composition and objectives of FAO. 
3. EU vs Eurozone. 
4. What is World Humanitarian Summit (WHS)? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-countries-are-dealing-with-the-surge-in-domestic-violence-under-covid-19-lockdown-6350186/
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5. Who Launched Global Network Against Food Crises? 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. The Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2020) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key reasons for displacement, trends and measures needed. 
 
Context: The Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2020) has been released by the Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC). The centre is a part of the Norwegian Refugee Council. 
 
Key findings: 
Displacements in India: 

¶ Nearly five million people were displaced in India in 2019 τ the highest in the world so far. 

¶ The displacements in India were prompted by increased hazard intensity, high population and social 
and economic vulnerability. 

¶ More than 2.6 million people suffered displacement due to the southwest monsoon. 2019 was the 
seventh warmest year since 1901 in India; its monsoon was the wettest in 25 years. 

¶ Eight tropical storms hit in the year fuelling further destruction. These include Maha and Bulbul. 

¶ In addition to displacement due to natural disasters, over 19,000 conflicts and violence also prompted 
the phenomenon. 

¶ Unrests and communal violence triggered displacement in the second half of the year. For example, 
political and electoral violence, especially in Tripura and West Bengal, led to the displacement of more 
than 7,600 people. 

 
Global scenario: 

1. Globally, around 33.4 million people faced new internal displacements because of conflicts and 
disasters in about 145 countries in 2019. 

2. Nearly three-quarters of the global displacements, accounting for 24.9 million of the total, were 
triggered by disasters in 2019. Out of these, about 95 per cent took place due to weather hazards like 
storms and floods. 

3. A majority of conflict displacements took place due to armed conflict; communal violence accounted 
for significant portion of the global total of 8.5 million displacements. 

4. Disaster displacement was recorded in low and high-income countries alike. 
5. Most of the disaster displacements were triggered by tropical storms and monsoon rains in South Asia 

and East Asia and Pacific. 
6. Bangladesh, China, India and the Philippines each recorded more than four million displacements in 

2019. 
7. Conflict continued unabated in countries such as Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(DRC) and Syria. Violence increased sharply in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. 
8. Natural disasters in Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen forced many people, already displaced by conflict, 

to flee for the second time. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is IDMC? 
2. What is Norwegian refugee council? 
3. What is the main reason for internal displacement globally? 
4. Reasons in India? 

Mains Link: 
Discuss about the key findings of the recently released Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 2020). 
 
Link: 
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https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/disasters-conflicts-triggered-5-mln-displacements-in-india-
in-2019-70768. 
Sources: down to earth. 
 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎŜƛǎƳƛŎ ƴƻƛǎŜΚ 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Seismic noise- meaning, source, features and effects. 
 
Context: Scientists at the British Geological Survey (BGS) have reported a change in the 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ seismic noise 
and vibrations amid the coronavirus lockdown. 

¶ They have observed a 30-50 per cent fall in levels of ambient seismic noise since schools and 
businesses were closed in mid-March.  

¶ Seismologists around the world have now begun a collaborative effort to study the fall in seismic 
noise levels. 

 
What is seismic noise? 
In geology, seismic noise refers to the relatively persistent vibration of the ground due to a multitude of 
causes. 
It is the unwanted component of signals recorded by a seismometerς the scientific instrument that records 
ground motions, such as those caused by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and explosions. 
 
Causes: 
This noise includes vibrations caused due to human activity, such as transport and manufacturing, and makes it 
difficult for scientists to study seismic data that is more valuable. Apart from geology, seismic noise is also 
studied in other fields such as oil exploration, hydrology, and earthquake engineering. 
 
How do the reduced noise levels help scientists? 
The seismic noise vibrations caused by human activity are of high frequency (between 1-100 Hz), and travel 
through the EŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ 

¶ Usually, to measure seismic activity accurately and reduce the effect of seismic noise, geologists place 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊǎ млл ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

¶ However, since the lockdown, researchers have said that they were able to study natural vibrations 
even from surface readings, owing to lesser seismic noise. 

¶ Due to lower noise levels, scientists are now hoping that they would be able to detect smaller 
earthquakes and tremors that had slipped past their instruments so far. 

 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are seismic waves? 
2. Difference between seismic waves and noise? 
3. Difference between body waves and surface waves? 
4. What is magnitude scale and intensity scale? How are they measured? 
5. Most destructive seismic waves. 

 
Mains Link: 
What are seismic noises? How lockdown has brought down these noise levels? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-how-coronavirus-lockdown-reduce-seismic-noise-
levels-of-the-earth-6358156/. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Ozone Hole 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Ozone layer and hole- factors responsible, effects and how to prevent it, reasons for 
variations in intensity, about Polar Vortex. 
 
Context: Largest Ozone Hole Ever Recorded over North Pole Has Now 'Healed Itself' and Closed. This was 
announced by Scientists who were tracking the hole at Copernicus' Atmospheric Monitoring Service (CAMS). 
The ozone hole became the largest one ever recorded in the Arctic region spanning an area of over 620,000 
square miles (or 997793.28 kms). It was formed due to unusual climatic conditions. 
 
What caused a hole in the ozone layer? 
The cause of the formation of the hole is attributed to the unusual weather at the poles. 
The polar vortex has been recorded to be extremely powerful, and temperatures inside it have been very 
cold. 
The unique cocktail of the powerful vortex and low temperatures generates Stratospheric clouds that react 
with CFCs and destroy the Ozone layer in the process. 
 
Factors responsible for healing: 
According to the scientists the closure of the hole is not due to the reduced pollution levels due to COVID-19 
lock down.  
The closing was because of a phenomenon called the polar vortex. 
 
Ozone and its significance: 
The ozone layer is one of the most vital atmospheric components of our planet. 
It is responsible for protecting life on Earth from the harmful UV radiation from the Sun. 
It is found mainly in the upper atmosphere, an area called the stratosphere, between 10 and 50 km from the 
ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
The lack of the Ozone layer can have severe implications for people living directly under it. The most prominent 
effects are Skin Cancer and other possibly fatal skin diseases.  
 
What exactly is a polar vortex?  
It is described as a whirling cone of low pressure over 
the poles that is strongest in the winter months due to 
the increased temperature contrast between the polar 
regions and the mid-latitudes, such as the US and 
Europe. 
  
Features: 

¶ The polar vortex spins in the stratosphere. 

¶ Usually, when the vortex is strongest, cold air is 
less-likely to plunge deep into North America or 
Europe. In other words, it forms a wall that 
protects the mid-latitudes from cold Arctic air. 

¶ But occasionally, the polar vortex is disrupted 
and weakens, due to wave energy propagating 
upward from the lower atmosphere. When this 
happens, the stratosphere warms sharply in an 
event known as sudden stratospheric warming, 
ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

¶ The warming weakens the polar vortex, shifting its location somewhat south of the pole or, in some 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ΨǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǊǘŜȄ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ΨǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǾƻǊǘƛŎŜǎΩΦ 
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Effects of Polar Vortex: 
The split higher up in the atmosphere can give rise to both, sudden and delayed effects, much of which 
involves declining temperatures and extreme winter weather in the eastern US along with northern and 
western Europe. 
A sudden stratospheric warming also leads to a warm Arctic not only in the stratosphere but also in the 
troposphere as well. 
A warmer Arctic, in turn, favours more severe winter weather in the Northern Hemisphere mid-latitudes 
including the eastern US. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-how-the-ozone-layer-hole-over-arctic-closed-6381835/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

3. IMD releases new list of cyclone names 
What to study? 
For Prelims: A brief overview of recent cyclones and their origins. 
For Mains: Classification and naming of cyclones. 
 
Context: The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has released a 
new list of names of tropical 
cyclones over north Indian Ocean 
including Bay of Bengal and 
Arabian Sea. 
The new list comprises of 169 
names including 13 from India such 
as Gati, Tej, Aag, Neer, Vyom, Jhar, 
Jaladhi, Murasu, Probaho, 
Prabhanjan, Ghumi, Ambud and 
Vega. 
The new list starts with Nisarga 
(shared by Bangladesh), Gati 
(India), Nivar (Iran). 
 
Background: 
Any tropical cyclone that hits the 
region is known by a name given in 
the list. Since the earlier list of 2004 is left with only one name - Amphan (shared by Thailand), the IMD being 
one of the six RSMCs in the world to provide tropical cyclone and storm surge advisories finalised the new list 
of 169 names. 
 
Why name cyclones? 
Naming of tropical cyclones (TCs) helps scientific community, disaster managers, media and general masses to 
identify each individual cyclone; create awareness of its development; remove confusion in case of 
simultaneous occurrence of TCs over a region; remember a TC easily and rapidly and effectively disseminate 
warnings to much wider audience. 
 
How are cyclones named? 
Each Tropical Cyclone basin in the world has its own rotating list of names. 
For cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, the naming system was agreed by eight member countries 
of a group called WMO/ESCAP and took effect in 2004. 
 
Facts for prelims: 
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Cyclones are given many names in different regions of the world ς They are known as typhoons in the China 
Sea and Pacific Ocean; hurricanes in the West Indian islands in the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean; tornados in the Guinea lands of West Africa and southern USA.; willy-willies in north-western Australia 
and tropical cyclones in the Indian Ocean. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. List of names given by India. 
2. What is a cyclone called in different regions? 
3. Favourable conditions for a cyclone to occur? 
4. How its intensity varies on land? 
5. Why eastern coast cyclones are more intense? 

 
Sources: pib. 
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GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian  constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries.  

1. What is Article 142? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview and applicability of Article 142. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of these powers for the Supreme Court. 
 
Context: Invoking special powers under Article 142, the Supreme Court has deemed all restrictions imposed on 
people from entering, attending or taking part in court hearings as lawful in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Important observations made by the Court: 

1. These restrictions were in tune with the social distancing norms and best public health practices 
advocated to contain the contagion. 

2. Every individual and institution is expected to cooperate in the implementation of measures designed 
to reduce the transmission of the virus. The scaling down of conventional operations within the 
precincts of courts is a measure in that direction. 

3. This is not a matter of discretion but of duty. It is necessary that courts at all levels respond to the call 
of social distancing and ensure that court premises do not contribute to the spread of virus. 

 
Rationale behind these observations: 
Access to justice is fundamental to preserve the rule of law in the democracy envisaged by the Constitution of 
India. 
The challenges occasioned by the outbreak of COVID-19 have to be addressed while preserving the 
constitutional commitment to ensuring the delivery of and access to justice to those who seek it. 
However, public health takes precedence over conventions. 
 
Guidelines by the Supreme Court: 

1. Judiciary would have to improvise and continue to bank heavily on άǾƛŘŜƻŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎέ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎέΦ 

2. High Courts should decide the modalities for the temporary transition to the use of videoconferencing 
technologies in their respective States. 

3. District courts in each State would adopt the mode of videoconferencing prescribed by the respective 
High Courts. 

4. Helplines would be set up to receive and rectify technical complaints. 
5. The courts should make available videoconferencing facility for litigants who do not have it or appoint 

an amicus curiae. 
6. In no case shall evidence be recorded without the mutual consent of both the parties by 

videoconferencing. If it is necessary to record evidence in a courtroom, the presiding officer shall 
ensure that appropriate distance is maintained between any two individuals in the court. 

 
What is Article 142? 
!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мпн άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜόǎύ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ to do άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
parties, i.e., where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a 
quietus to a dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case. 
Article 142(1) states that ά¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƧǳǊƛsdiction may pass such decree or make 
such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any decree 
so passed or order so made shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be 
prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that behalf is so made, in such 
ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜέΦ 
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Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Disqualification of MLAs under 10th schedule. 
2. Exceptions under the schedule. 
3. Examples of invocation of Article 142 by the Supreme Court. 
4. Similar powers to High Courts. 
5. Original vs Appellate jurisdictions. 
6. WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

 
Mains Link: 
ά¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мпн Ƙŀǎ Řƻne tremendous good to many 
ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎΦέ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΦ 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GQU7AQSNT.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Governor right in ordering floor test: Supreme Court 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is it? How is it carried out? 
For Mains: Significance and the need for this procedure. 
 
Context: The Supreme Court has upheld Madhya PradesƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ [ŀƭƧƛ ¢ŀƴŘƻƴΩǎ aŀǊŎƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ asking the 
then Kamal Nath led-Congress government to prove majority by holding a floor test in the Legislative Assembly 
after the resignation of 22 Congress MLAs. 
 
Observations made by the Court: 

1. In a situation where the governor has reasons to believe that the council of ministers headed by the 
chief minister has lost the confidence of the House, constitutional propriety requires that the issue be 
resolved by calling for a floor test. 

2. The governor in calling for a floor test cannot be construed to have acted beyond the bounds of 
constitutional authority. This means, while directing a trust vote, the Governor should not favour a 
particular political party. 

3. A DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ not restricted only before the inception of a State 
government immediately after elections, but continues throughout its term. 

4. The DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǾƻǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ άǎƘƻǊǘ-ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘέ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
proceedings pending before the Speaker. A Governor ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
resignation of rebel MLAs before calling for a trust vote. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŦƭƻƻǊ ǘŜǎǘέΚ 
A floor test is the determination on the floor of the House (in this case, the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha) 
whether the Chief Minister commands the support of the majority of the MLAs. 
This can be done by means of a voice vote, or by recording the vote of each MLA in the House. This 
determination of majority is done in a sitting of the legislature, for which the legislature has to be convened. 
 
How it takes place? 

1. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻƪ {ŀōƘŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
2. Technically, the chief minister of a state is appointed by the Governor. The appointed chief minister 

usually belongs ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀƎƛŎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩΦ The magic 
number is the total number of seats required to form a government, or stay in power. It is the half-way 
mark, plus one. In case of a tie, the Speaker casts the deciding vote. 

3. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ The leader of the party claiming 
majority has to move a vote of confidence. 
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4. If some MLAs remain absent or abstain from voting, the majority is counted on the basis of those 
present and voting. This effectively reduces the strength of the House and in turn brings down the 
majority-mark. 

5. The voting process can happen orally, with electronic gadgets or a ballot process. 
6. The Governor can also ask the Chief Minister to prove his or her majority in the House if the stability of 

the government comes into question. 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Floor test vs Composite floor test. 
2. Majority required to form the govt. 
3. Voting during floor test. 
4. Appointment of Chief Minister when there is clear majority vs Hung assembly. 
5. Can speaker cast his vote? 

 
Mains Link: 
Ambiguity in the law on conducting floor tests often lead to abuses and misuses. Comment. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/sc-upholds-governors-decision-asking-kamal-nath-
government-to-hold-floor-test/article31328698.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. Basic structure and the Kesavananda Bharati case 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Background and highlights of the judgment. 
For Mains: Significance and relevance of the judgment. 
 
Context: Exactly forty-seven years ago, on April 24, 1973, Chief Justice Sikri and 12 judges of the Supreme Court 
assembled to deliver the most important judgment in its history. The case of Kesavananda Bharati v State of 
Kerala had been heard for 68 days, the arguments commencing on October 31, 1972, and ending on March 23, 
1973. 
By a 7-6 verdict, a 13-judge Constitution Bench ruled that ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛƻƭŀōƭŜΣ 
and could not be amended by Parliament. The basic structure doctrine has since been regarded as a tenet of 
Indian constitutional law. 
 
Background of the case: 
All this effort was to answer just one main question: was the power of Parliament to amend the Constitution 
unlimited? In other words, could Parliament alter, amend, abrogate any part of the Constitution even to the 
extent of taking away all fundamental rights? 

¶ In the early 1970s, the government of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had enacted major 
amendments to the Constitution (the 24th, 25th, 26th and 29th) to get over the judgments of the 
Supreme Court in RC Cooper (1970), Madhavrao Scindia (1970) and the earlier mentioned Golaknath. 

¶ Lƴ w/ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘŀŘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ Řƻǿƴ LƴŘƛǊŀ DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ bank nationalisation policy, and in 
Madhavrao Scindia it had annulled the abolition of privy purses of former rulers. 

¶ All the four amendments, as well as the Golaknath judgment, came under challenge in the 
Kesavananda Bharati caseς where relief was sought by the religious figure Swami Kesavananda Bharati 
against the Kerala government vis-à-vis two state land reform laws. 

 
What constitutes the basic structure? 
The Constitutional Bench ruled by a 7-6 verdict that tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
The court held that under Article 368, which provides Parliament amending powers, something must remain 
of the original Constitution that the new amendment would change. 
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¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩΣ and only listed a few principles τ federalism, secularism, 
democracy τ as being its part. Since then, the court has been adding new features to this concept. 
 
Ψ.ŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ YŜǎŀǾŀƴŀƴŘŀΥ 
¢ƘŜ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ the supremacy of the Constitution, the 
rule of law, Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of separation of powers, federalism, secularism, 
sovereign democratic republic, the parliamentary system of government, the principle of free and fair 
elections, welfare state, etc. 
 
What do critics say? 
Critics of the doctrine have called it undemocratic, since unelected judges can strike down a constitutional 
amendment. 
At the same time, its proponents have hailed the concept as a safety valve against majoritarianism and 
authoritarianism. 
 
Outcomes and implications of the judgment: 
If the majority of the Supreme Court had held (as six judges indeed did) that Parliament could alter any part 
of the Constitution, India would most certainly have degenerated into a totalitarian State or had one-party rule. 
At any rate, the Constitution would have lost its supremacy. 

¶ The 39th Amendment prohibited any challenge to the election of the President, Vice-President, 
Speaker and Prime Minister, irrespective of the electoral malpractice. This was a clear attempt to 
nullify the adverse Allahabad High Court ruling against Indira Gandhi. 

¶ The 41st Amendment prohibited any case, civil or criminal, being filed against the President, Vice-
President, Prime Minister or the Governors, not only during their term of office but forever. Thus, if a 
person was a governor for just one day, he acquired immunity from any legal proceedings for life. 

If Parliament were indeed supreme, these shocking amendments would have become part of the Constitution. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Constitutional amendments under Article 368 and other constitutional amendments. 
2. Types of amendments. 
3. Key changes introduced by CAA 25, 26, 39 and 41. 
4. Different benches of the Supreme Court. 
5. Definition and ambit of basic structure. 
6. FRs vs DPSPs. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the significance of SǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƛƴ YŜǎŀǾŀƴŀƴŘ .ƘŀǊŀǘƛ ŎŀǎŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-47-years-of-a-judgment-that-upheld-basic-structure-of-
indias-constitution-6379081/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

4. Constitutional Provisions regarding Minority Educational Institutions 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are Minority institutions, special rights guaranteed under Constitution and related facts. 
For Mains: Significance and implications of the latest judgment. 
 
Context: In a significant judgment, the Supreme Court has ruled that the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test 
(NEET) for admission to graduate and postgraduate medical and dental courses, does not violate the rights of 
minorities under the Constitution. 
 
Background: 
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The ruling came on a bunch of petitions originally filed in 2012 by the Christian Medical College, Vellore and 
others, challenging the notifications for NEET issued by the Medical Council of India (MCI) and the Dental 
Council of India (DCI). 
 
tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
NEET took away the right of the religious and linguistic minority institutions to administer their business, 
including the right to admit students from the minority community in terms of their own standards. 
 
Observations made by the Court: 

1. Rights of the minority institutions under Articles 19(1)(g) and 30 read with Articles 25, 26 and 29(1) do 
not come in the way of securing transparency and recognition of merits in matter of admissions. 

2. State has the right to frame regulatory regime for aided/ unaided minority/private institutions, as 
mandated by the Constitution. There cannot be any other examination for admitting students. 

3. NEET is a regulatory measure that is in the larger national interest. 
4. The regulatory measures in no way interfere with the rights to administer the institution by the 

religious or linguistic minorities. 
5. Besides, regulating academics and imposing reasonable restrictions to ensure educational standards, 

are in national and public interest. 
 
Constitutional Provisions regarding Minority Educational Institutions: 
Article 30(1) recognizes linguistic and religious minorities but not those based on race, ethnicity. 

¶ It recognizes the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational 
institutions, in effect recognizing the role educational institutions play in preserving distinct culture. 

¶ A majority community can also establish and administer educational institution but they will not enjoy 
special rights under Article 30(1)(a). 

 
Special rights enjoyed by religious minority institutions are: 

1. Under Art 30(1)(a), MEI enjoy right to education as a Fundamental Right. In case the property is taken 
over by state, due compensation to be provided to establish institutions elsewhere 

2. Under Article 15(5), MEIs are not considered for reservation 
3. Under Right to Education Act, MEI not required to provide admission to children in the age group of 6-

14 years upto 25% of enrolment reserved for economically backward section of society 
4. In St Stephens vs Delhi University case, 1992, SC ruled that MEIs can have 50% seats reserved for 

minorities 
5. In TMA Pai & others vs State of Karnataka & others 2002 case, SC ruled that MEIs can have separate 

admission process which is fair, transparent and merit based. They can also separate fee structure but 
should not charge capitation fee. 

 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Various rights available for MEIs. 
2. Rights of Minority vs other institutions. 
3. Can states interfere in their internal matters? 
4. What is NEET? 

Mains Link: 
Write a note on constitutional rights conferred upon minority educational institutions in India. 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/education/neet-applies-to-minority-run-medical-colleges-supreme-
court/article31465082.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the  federal  structure,  devolution  of powers and finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein.  

1. J&K domicile rules 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Domicile? Recent changes. 
For Mains: Significance and implications of these changes, criticisms surrounding. 
 
Context: Centre redefines Jammu and Kashmir domicile rules opening up various categories of jobs in the 
region to people from across the country. 
The order has been defined under J&K Civil Services (Decentralisation and Recruitment) Act. 
 
What is domicile? 
In law, domicile is the status or attribution of being a lawful permanent resident in a particular jurisdiction. 
 
As per the Changes, who is now deemed to have domicile? 

1. !ƴȅƻƴŜ ϦǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦¢ ƻŦ WϧYέΦ 
2. Or has studied for a period of seven years and appeared in class 10th/12th examination in an 

educational institution located in the UT of J&K. 
3. Or those registered as migrants and their children. 
4. Or the children of those central government officials, All India service officials, Officials of Public sector 

undertaking, autonomous body of central government, public sector banks, officials of statuary bodies 
officials of central universities and recognized research institutes of central government who have 
served in J&K for a period of ten years. 

5. Or children of residents of J&K who reside outside the Union Territory in connection with employment 
or business or for other professional or vocational reasons, but whose parents fulfil any of the 
conditions provided in the latest gazette notification will also be entitled to domicile status. 

 
What else the order says? 
The Order says that the domiciles will be eligible for the purposes of appointment to any post carrying a pay 
scale of not more than Level 4. 
The Level 4 post comprises positions such as gardeners, barbers, office peons and watermen, and the highest 
rank in the category is that of a junior assistant. 
 
Who can issue domicile certificates? 
The orders also empowers tehsildars to issue domicile certificates. The government has been empowered to 
notify any other officer as the competent authority to issue the certificate. 
 
Implications: 
The order now formally allows people from outside J&K to apply for jobs in the UT. While Level IV jobs have 
been reserved for people with domicile status ς as per their definition in the order ς other non-gazetted and 
gazetted jobs have been opened for people from across the country, including people domiciled in J&K. 
 
Background: 
Last year, the Parliament had given its nod to the legislation for bifurcating the state, a decision that seeks to 
redraw the map and future of a region at the centre of a protracted militancy movement. 
Earlier, Article 35A associated with the abrogated Article 370 had given the legislative assembly of the state the 
power to define a Jammu and Kashmir resident.  
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Definition of domicile? 
2. Who issues domicile certificates? 
3. What is Article 35A? 
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Mains Link: 
Critically examine the effect of abrogation of Article 370 and Article 35A on the federal fabric of the country. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-jobs-to-be-reserved-only-for-domiciles-of-jk-says-
centre/article31224164.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Autonomous District Councils 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Autonomous Councils- composition, objectives and functions. 
For Mains: Their significance, challenges being faced and scope for reforms. 
 
Context: The COVID-19 pandemic may earn DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘƻƭŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ !ǊŜŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ό.¢!5ύ 
in Assam. 
The {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƛǎ the constitutional head of the BTAD that falls under the Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution and is administered by the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). 
 
Background: 
Elections were scheduled to be held for the BTC on April 4 but was deferred indefinitely in view of the 
pandemic.  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘŜǊƳ ŜȄǇƛǊŜǎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нтΦ 
 
What are Autonomous District Council? 
As per the Sixth Schedule, the four states viz. Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram contain the Tribal 
Areas which are technically different from the Scheduled Areas. 
Though these areas fall within the executive authority of the state, provision has been made for the creation 
of the District Councils and regional councils for the exercise of the certain legislative and judicial powers. 
Each district is an autonomous district and Governor can modify / divide the boundaries of the said Tribal 
areas by notification. 
 
The Governor may, by public notification: 
(a) Include any area. 
(b) exclude any area. 
(c) create a new autonomous district. 
(d) increase the area of any autonomous district. 
(e) diminish the area of any autonomous district. 
(f) alter the name of any autonomous district. 
(g) define the boundaries of any autonomous district. 
 
Constitution of District Councils and Regional Councils: 
(1) There shall be a District Council for each autonomous district consisting of not more than thirty members, of 
whom not more than four persons shall be nominated by the Governor and the rest shall be elected on the 
basis of adult suffrage. 
(2) There shall be a separate Regional Council for each area constituted an autonomous region. 
(3) Each District Council and each Regional Council shall be a body corporate by the name respectively of the 
District Council of (name of district) and the Regional Council of (name of region), shall have perpetual 
succession and a common seal and shall by the said name sue and be sued. 
 
Related- 125th amendment bill: 

1. It seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the Sixth 
Schedule areas of the northeastern region. 

2. The amendments provide for elected village municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the grassroot 
level. 
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3. Powers: The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social 
justice including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, 
minor irrigation, water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and 
social forestry. 

4. The Finance Commission will be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them. 
5. Finance: The Autonomous Councils now depend on grants from Central ministries and the State 

government for specific projects. 
6. Reservations: At least one-third of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal 

councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is an autonomous district council? 
2. Who constitutes them? 
3. Powers and roles? 
4. What are regional councils? 
5. Composition of these councils? 
6. How many states are covered under 6th schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GF07CGDNT.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressa l mechanisms and 
institutions.  

1. National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: NALSA- composition, establishment, functions and reports. 
For Mains: Need for and significance, challenges present and measures needed to make them more effective. 
 
Context: The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has said that around 11,077 undertrials have been 
released from prisons nationwide as part of the mission to decongest jails following the COVID-19 pandemic. 
NALSA has also been providing assistance to prisoners who were eligible to be released on parole or interim 
bail under the relaxed norms, through its panel lawyers. 
 
About NALSA: 
NALSA has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, to provide free legal services to 
weaker sections of society. 
The aim is to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reasons of 
economic or other disabilities. 
'Nyaya Deep' is the official newsletter of NALSA. 
 
Composition:  
As per section 3(2) of Legal Service Authorities Act, the Chief Justice of India shall be the Patron-in-Chief. 
Second senior-most judge of Supreme Court of India is the Executive-Chairman. 
 
Important functions performed by NALSA: 

¶ Organise Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes. 

¶ Identify specific categories of the marginalised and excluded groups and formulates various schemes 
for the implementation of preventive and strategic legal service programmes. 

¶ Provide free legal aid in civil and criminal matters for the poor and marginalised people who cannot 
afford the services of a lawyer in any court or tribunal. 

 
State and district legal services authorities: 
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In every State, State Legal Services Authority has been constituted to give effect to the policies and directions 
of the NALSA and to give free legal services to the people and conduct Lok Adalats in the State.  The State Legal 
Services Authority is headed ōȅ IƻƴΩōƭŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ IƛƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǊƻƴ-in-
Chief of the State Legal Services Authority.  
In every District, District Legal Services Authority has been constituted to implement Legal Services 
Programmes in the District. The District Legal Services Authority is situated in the District Courts Complex in 
every District and chaired by the District Judge of the respective district. 
 
Need- Constitutional basis: 
Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides that State shall secure that the operation of the legal system 
promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall in particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable 
legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to 
any citizen by reason of economic or other disability. 
Articles 14 and 22(1) also make it obligatory for the State to ensure equality before law and a legal system 
which promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity to all. Legal aid strives to ensure that constitutional 
pledge is fulfilled in its letter and spirit and equal justice is made available to the poor, downtrodden and 
weaker sections of the society.  
 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who appoints Patron-in-Chief and executive chairman of NALSA? 
2. Eligibility criteria? 
3. Who heads state and district legal services authorities? 
4. Constitutional provisions in this regard? 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the roles and functions of NALSA in ensuring free legal aid to the poor and needy. 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/11077-undertrials-freed-to-decongest-jails-following-covid-19-
nalsa/article31350752.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. No 100% quota for tribal teachers: SC 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Constitutional provisions on reservations. 
For Mains: Significance and implications of the Supreme Court verdict. 
 
Context: The Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court has held it unconstitutional to provide 100% 
reservation for tribal teachers in schools located in Scheduled Areas across the country. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The case stemmed from a legal challenge to a January 10, 2000 order issued by the erstwhile State of Andhra 
Pradesh Bench providing 100% reservation to the Scheduled Tribe candidates, out of whom 33.1/3% shall be 
women, for the post of teachers in schools located in the Scheduled Areas of the State. 
 
What has the Court said? 

1. 100% reservation is not permissible under the Constitution as the outer limit is 50% as specified 
in Indra Sawhney case, 1992. 

2. The citizens have equal rights and the total exclusion of others by creating an opportunity for one class 
is not contemplated by the Constitution. 

3. It also deprives SCs and OBCs of their due representation. 
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4. The opportunity of public employment cannot be denied unjustly to the incumbents and it is not the 
prerogative of few. 

 
Which rights are affected? 

1. Equality of opportunity and pursuit of choice under Article 51A cannot be deprived of unjustly and 
arbitrarily. 

2. It is arbitrary and violative of provisions of Articles 14 (equality before law), 15(1) (discrimination 
against citizens) and 16 (equal opportunity) of the Constitution. 

3. It also impinges upon the right of open category because only STs will fill all the vacant posts leaving 
SCs and OBCs far behind. 
 

Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/no-100-quota-for-tribal-teachers-supreme-
court/article31409071.ece. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitu tional Bodies.  

1. Article 164(4) of the Indian Constitution 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview of Articles 164 and 171, Section 151A of RPA. 
For Mains: Options before the incumbent CM and legal hurdles. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray may end up losing his seat if he is not elected to the Legislative Council of 
the state before May 24th. 

¶ He took the oath of his office on November 28, 2019 without being a member of either the State 
legislature or council. 

¶ But, he will have to get elected to either of the houses of the state legislature before May 24, as Article 
164(4) of the Constitution stipulates. 

¶ However, the Election Commission has already postponed Rajya Sabha polls, byelections and civic body 
elections in the wake of Covid 19 pandemic. 

 
What does the Constitution say? 
Article 164 of the Constitution allows a non-legislator to occupy a post in the council of ministers, including the 
office of the chief minister for six months. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿΚ 
Article 171 of the Constitution says the governor can nominate eminent persons from the field for literature, 
science, art, cooperative movement and social service. 
Uddahv Thackeray does not directly fit into any of the criteria mentioned but social service has a wider scope. 
And, if governor nominates somebody to the legislative council, his/her decision cannot be challenged in the 
court, at least as of the precedent right now. 
The Maharashtra legislative council has two vacancies to be filled by governor's nominations.  
 
Then, what is the problem now? 
There are some legal hurdles. 
Section 151A of Representation of the People Act 1951 puts a bar on the governor's discretionary power to 
nominate a person to the legislative council. 
It says election or nomination to vacant seats in the legislative council cannot be done "if the remainder of the 
term of a member in relation to a vacancy is less than one year". 
The tenure of the two vacancies that arose on the account of resignations by members recently ends in June. 
So, the remainder of the term is less than a year. 
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So, what next? 
Uddhav Thackeray cannot continue unless elected to any of the houses of Maharashtra legislature after May 
28. 
Technically, he can be reappointed as the Maharashtra chief minister again after he resigns on May 27 or 28 
and takes oath afresh.  
But, if Uddhav decides to resign and takes oath afresh, there could be another obstacle. This relates to a case in 
Punjab, where Tej Parkash Singh of the Congress was appointed a minister in 1995 and was reappointed at the 
expiry of six months' period in 1996 without getting elected to state assembly. 
Litigation followed. And, in 2001, the Supreme Court declared the resign-and-reappoint bid as "improper, 
undemocratic, invalid and unconstitutional". 
This judgment did not have a bearing on Tej Parkash Singh but may come in the way of Uddav Thackeray if he 
takes the same route. 
 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How are MLCs elected? 
2. How many members can be nominated by the governor? 
3. Can a person become a minister without being a member of the legislature? 
4. What does section 151A of RPA say in this? 
5. /ŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿǊǘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мспόпύ ōŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǿΚ 

 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/constitutional-crisis-looms-for-uddhav-thackeray-amid-corona-crisis-
6374796/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.  

1. Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About PMRU and NPPA. 
For Mains: Key functions and Significance of PMRUs. 
 
Context: Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory has become the 12th State where the Price Monitoring & 
Resource Unit (PMRU) has been set up by National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA).  
 
Where else has NPPA setup PMRUs? 
Kerala, Odisha, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Nagaland, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and 
Mizoram. 
 
What is a Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU)? 
It is a registered society and shall function under the direct control and supervision of State Drug Controller of 
respective states. 
The unit shall be funded by  NPPA for its recurring and non-recurring expenses.   
 
Functions: 

1. Help NPPA and State Drug Controller in ensuring availability and accessibility of medicines at affordable 
prices. 

2. Organise seminars, training programs and other information, education and communication (IEC) 
activities in the areas of availability and affordability of medicines for all.   

3. Collect samples of medicines, collect and analyse data and make reports with respect to availability and 
over-pricing of medicines for taking action under the provisions of Drug Price Control Order (DPCO). 

 
Insta Links: 
Prelims Link: 
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1. Who can set up PMRUs? 
2. Role of states in setting up of PMRUs. 
3. Functions of NPPA in context of DPCO regulation. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the role and functions of Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU). 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. National Wildlife Board 
What to study? 
For Prelims: NBW- composition, objectives and functions. 
For Mains: Environmental concern associated with the project and measures to address them. 
 
Context: National Wildlife Board issues final nod for Mumbai-Nagpur highway amid lockdown. 
The approval was given via video-conferencing. 
 
Background: 
The 701-km Hindu Hruday Samrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg connecting 
Mumbai and Nagpur covering 10 districts, 26 talukas and 392 villages, will reduce the existing travel time of 15 
hours to eight hours.  
The project will require felling of over one lakh trees and passes through the 10-km eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of 
Katepurna and Karanja Sohal Blackbuck wildlife sanctuaries towards one end of the state while cutting 
through the ESZ of Tansa lake sanctuary closer to the Mumbai Metropolitan Region.  
 
About National Board for Wildlife: 
It is a ά{ǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 
 
Roles and functions: 

¶ Its role is άŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅέ in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies and measures 
for conservation of wildlife in the country. 

¶ Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and forests. 

¶ It has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around national parks 
and sanctuaries. 

¶ No alternation of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval of 
the NBWL. 

 
Composition: 
The NBWL is chaired by the Prime Minister. It has 47 members including the Prime Minister. Among these, 19 
members are ex-officio members. Other members include three Members of Parliament (two from Lok Sabha 
and one from Rajya Sabha), five NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, conservationists and environmentalists. 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Chairpersons and other members of NBW. 
2. Various such bodies headed by PM. 
3. Difference between National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries, 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

3. Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: CVC- eligibility, appointment and removal. 
For Mains: Corruption- issues, challenges and ways to prevent. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       34  InsightsIAS 

 
Context: Sanjay Kothari appointed as Central Vigilance Commissioner by President. 
 
About CVC: 
It is the apex vigilance institution created via executive resolution (based on the recommendations of 
Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was conferred with statutory status in 2003. 
It submits its report to the President of India. 
 The Commission was set up on the recommendation of the K.Santhanam Committee on Prevention of 
Corruption. 
 
Composition: 
Consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance commissioners. 
  
Appointment: 
They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a committee consisting of Prime 
Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no LoP then the leader of 
the single largest Opposition party in the Lok Sabha). 
  
Term: 
Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 
  
Removal: 
The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be removed from his office only by 
order of the President on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a 
reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any 
Vigilance Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their desi gn and implementation.  

1. Punjab Village and Small Towns Act 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview and key provisions of the law. 
For Mains: Criticisms surrounding and ways to address them. 
 
Why in News? 
This British-era law was recently invoked in Panchkula to curtail movement during lockdown. 
Deputy Commissioner of Panchkula has passed an order under section 3 of this Act and has declared that all 
able-bodied male inhabitants of the villages be liable to be on patrol duty both during the day and night. 
The aim of the patrol in the present case is to keep a watch on people entering villages without a valid pass and 
to make sure villagers follow social distancing norms. 
 
What is the law? 
The law was first enacted in 1918 in erstwhile Punjab to make provisions for nightly patrol duty by 
inhabitants of small villages and towns in cases of emergency. 
 
Implementation:  
Under this Act, if the Deputy Commissioner of a district in Punjab or Haryana is of the opinion that in a village, 
special measures need to be taken to secure public safety, he has the power to make an order requiring all 
άŀōƭŜ-ōƻŘƛŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŀƭŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎέ ǘƻ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ǘhe village. 
The time period of the applicability of the order is up to the Deputy Commissioner and the maximum time 
period is up to one year. 
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The Deputy Commissioner shall have power to alter the number of persons required for patrol duty and the 
method of their selection, and shall inform the village panchayat of his decision. 
 
Penalty and punishment: 
Those who do not follow the provisions will be liable under sections 9 and 11 of the Act, which means they 
may have to pay a fine imposed by the village panchayat or a fine imposed by the deputy commissioner, not 
exceeding Rs 100. 
 
Link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/british-era-law-invoked-in-panchkula-to-curtail-movement-
during-lockdown-coronavirus-6340886/. 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Counter cyclical capital buffer (CCyB) for banks 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Meaning of CCyB, about Basel Norms. 
For Mains: Need for these measures and their significance. 
 
Context: Reserve Bank has deferred implementation of countercyclical capital buffers (CCyB) and extended 
the realisation period for export proceeds. 
 
Background: 
The RBI had put in place the framework on counter-cyclical capital buffer (CCyB) on February 5, 2015, wherein 
it was advised that the CCyB would be activated as and when the circumstances warranted. 
 
What Is a Countercyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB) in Banking? 
The countercyclical capital buffer is intended to protect the banking sector against losses that could be caused 
by cyclical systemic risks increasing in the economy. 

¶ Countercyclical capital buffers require banks to hold capital at times when credit is growing rapidly so 
that the buffer can be reduced if the financial cycle turns down or the economic and financial 
environment becomes substantially worse. 

¶ Banks can use the capital buffers they have built up during the growth phase of the financial cycle to 
cover losses that may arise during periods of stress and to continue supplying credit to the real 
economy. 

 
Background: 
The rule was first introduced in Basel III as an extension of another buffer (called the capital conservation 
buffer). Basel III is a voluntary set of measures agreed upon by central banks all around the world. These 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ .ŀǎŜƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ .ŀƴƪƛƴƎ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
response to the financial crisis of 2007-09, in order to strengthen regulation of banks and fight risks within the 
financial system. 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What are Basel norms? 
2. Capital conservation buffer vs Countercyclical Capital Buffer (CCyB). 

 
Mains Link: 
Write a note on Basel norms and their significance. 
 
 
Link: 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rbi-relaxes-export-rules-allows-states-and-uts-to-borrow-
more/article31230240.ece. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. What is the National Security Act? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the act. 
CƻǊ aŀƛƴǎΥ /ǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƛǎǳǎŜΣ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ 
 
Context: The Uttar Pradesh government has said that six persons associated with the Tablighi Jamaat who have 
been accused of misbehaving with women staff at the district hospital in Ghaziabad will be charged under the 
National Security Act (NSA). 
 
About National Security Act, 1980: 
It allows preventive detention for months, if authorities are satisfied that a person is a threat to national 
security or law and order. 
The person does not need to be charged during this period of detention. 
The goal is to prevent the individual from committing a crime. 
It was promulgated on September 23, 1980, during the Indira Gandhi government. 
 
As per the National Security Act, the grounds for preventive detention of a person include: 

1. acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of India, the relations of India with foreign powers, or 
the security of India. 

2. regulating the continued presence of any foreigner in India or with a view to making arrangements for 
his expulsion from India. 

3. preventing them from acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of the State or from acting in any 
manner prejudicial to the maintenance of public order or from acting in any manner prejudicial to the 
maintenance of supplies and services essential to the community it is necessary so to do. 

 
What the Constitution says? 
Article 22 (3) (b) of the Constitution allows for preventive detention and restriction on personal liberty for 
reasons of state security and public order. 
Article 22(4) states that no law providing for preventive detention shall authorise the detention of a person for 
a longer period than three months unless: An Advisory Board reports sufficient cause for extended detention. 
The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 has reduced the period of detention without obtaining the opinion of an 
advisory board from three to two months. However, this provision has not yet been brought into force, hence, 
the original period of three months still continues. 
 
Duration: 
Under the National Security Act, an individual can be detained without a charge for up to 12 months; the state 
government needs to be intimated that a person has been detained under the NSA. 
A person detained under the National Security Act can be held for 10 days without being told the charges 
against them. 
 
Appeal: The detained person can appeal before a high court advisory board but they are not allowed a lawyer 
during the trial. 
 
Criticisms: 
The NSA has repeatedly come under criticism for the way it is used by the police. 
As per a Law Commission report from 2001, more than 14 lakh people (14,57,779) were held under preventive 
laws in India. 
 
How Is It Draconian? 
Typically, if a person is arrested, then he/she enjoy certain rights bestowed by the Indian Constitution. The 
person has to be informed of the reason for the arrest. Under Section 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC), the person arrested has to be informed. 
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¶ However, in the case of the NSA, the person can be held up to ten days without being informed of the 
reason.  

¶ Sections 56 and 76 of the same penal code guarantee the detained person to be produced before a 
court within 24 hours. Apart from this, Article 22(1) of the Constitution allows the detainee to seek 
legal advice from a legal practitioner. However, under the NSA, none of these above mentioned basic 
rights is permitted to the suspect.  

 
Insta links: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Who can invoke NSA? 
2. Appeals against preventive detention? 
3. Right to be informed the reason for arrest under this? 
4. Applicability of Constitutional rights in this regard. 
5. The writs under the constitution. 

 
Mains Link: 
What is the National security act? Why is it termed as a draconian law? Discuss. 
 
Link: 
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GHD7AJO50.1&imageview=0. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. MPLADS suspended 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key facts on MPLADS. 
For Mains: Significance, performance analysis and need for monitoring of the scheme, demand for a legal 
framework. 
 
Context: The Union Cabinet has approved a 30% cut in the salaries of all Members of Parliament and a two-
year suspension of the MP Local Area Development (MPLAD) scheme so that the amount saved can go to the 
Consolidated Fund of India to fight COVID-19. 
In this regard, it approved an ordinance to amend the Salaries, Allowances and Pension of Members of 
Parliament Act, 1954, to cut the salaries of MPs by 30%. 
Now, the consolidated amount of MPLAD Funds for 2 years ς Rs 7,900 crores ς will go to Consolidated Fund of 
India. 
 
About MPLAD scheme: 
What is it? 
It was launched in December, 1993, to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliament to recommend 
works of developmental nature for creation of durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities 
including community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs. 

¶ The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by Government of India. The annual MPLADS fund 
entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore. 

 
Special focus: 

¶ MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for 
the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by S.T. 
population. 

¶ In order to encourage trusts and societies for the betterment of tribal people, a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh is 
stipulated for building assets by trusts and societies subject to conditions prescribed in the scheme 
guidelines. 

 
Works under the scheme: 
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Works, developmental in nature, based on locally felt needs and always available for the use of the public at 
large, are eligible under the scheme. Preference under the scheme is given to works relating to national 
priorities, such as provision of drinking water, public health, education, sanitation, roads, etc. 
 
Release of Funds: 

¶ Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to the district authorities. 

¶ The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable. 

¶ The liability of funds not released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years, 
subject to eligibility. 

 
Execution of works: 
The MPs have a recommendatory role under the scheme. They recommend their choice of works to the 
concerned district authorities who implement these works by following the established procedures of the 
concerned state government. 
The district authority is empowered to examine the eligibility of works sanction funds and select the 
implementing agencies, prioritise works, supervise overall execution, and monitor the scheme at the ground 
level. 
 
Recommendation of works: 

1. The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective constituencies. 
2. The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the state from which they 

are elected. 
3. Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for implementation 

anywhere in the country. 
 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. How is MPLADS connected to Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana? 
2. Where can nominated MPs recommend their works? 
3. Is there any special focus on SC and ST Welfare? 
4. Difference between grants and loans? 
5. Implementing agencies. 

 
Mains Link: 
Critically examine whether MPLADS has helped in bridging the gaps in provisioning of public services? 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

5. PCPNDT Act 
What to study? 
For prelims: key features of the act. 
For mains: performance and efficacy of the act and what else needs to be done? 
 
Context: MoHFW has clarified that it has not suspended the PC&PNDT Act, which prohibits sex selection before 
or after conception. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 

¶ In view of the ongoing lockdown, due of COVID19 pandemic, the Health Ministry has issued a 
Notification dated April 4, 2020 to defer/suspend certain provisions under the PC&PNDT Rules 1996. 

¶ These Rules pertain to applying for renewal of registration if falling due in this period, submission of 
reports by diagnostics centres by 5th day of the following month and submission of quarterly progress 
report (QPR) by the States/UTs. 
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But, a section of the media is speculating that the PC&PNDT (Pre Conception and Pre Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection)) Act 1994 has been suspended by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 
 
About PCPNDT Act: 
The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was enacted in response to the 
decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in 1991. 
The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before or after conception 
and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective abortion. 
Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the 
unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one 
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment 
capable of detecting sex of the foetus. 
 
Amendments: 

1. The act was amended in 2003 to improve the regulation of the technology used in sex selection. 
2. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound technique 

within the ambit of the act. 
3. The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level supervisory board was 

constituted. 
 
Main provisions in the act are: 

1. The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception. 
2. It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques, like ultrasound and amniocentesis by allowing 

them their use only to detect few cases. 
3. No laboratory or centre or clinic will conduct any test including ultrasonography for the purpose of 

determining the sex of the foetus. 
4. No person, including the one who is conducting the procedure as per the law, will communicate the sex 

of the foetus to the pregnant woman or her relatives by words, signs or any other method. 
5. Any person who puts an advertisement for pre-natal and pre-conception sex determination facilities in 

the form of a notice, circular, label, wrapper or any document, or advertises through interior or other 
media in electronic or print form or engages in any visible representation made by means of hoarding, 
wall painting, signal, light, sound, smoke or gas, can be imprisoned for up to three years and fined Rs. 
10,000. 

6. The Act mandates compulsory registration of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic counselling centres, 
genetic laboratories, genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics. 

 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. What is banned under PCPNDT Act. 
2. What changes were introduced through the 2003 Amendments. 
3. Implementation of the act. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the features and significance of PC&PNDT Act. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key provisions and IPC sections applicable, overview of epidemics act. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of this ordinance, challenges ahead. 
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Context: The Odisha government has promulgated an ordinance to deal with COVID 19 spread by amending 
Section 3 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897. 
 
Overview of the Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020: 

1. Anyone who disobeys any regulation or order made under the Act, is liable for imprisonment up to two 
years or with a fine of up to Rs 10,000 or with both. 

2. All offences under the Act shall be cognisable and bailable. 
3. Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under the 1897 Act was deemed to have 

committed an offence punishable under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), under Section 3 of 
the Act. 

4. A provision has also been also made in the Ordinance for special procurement of critical drugs and 
consumables to manage the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 
hŘƛǎƘŀΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

1. Not wearing a mask in public place shall be considered as an offence. 
2. The penalty for the first three instances has been kept at Rs 200 while for offences beyond that, the 

penalty shall be Rs 500 for each offence in the state. 
 
What is Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897? 
It is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and 
cholera. 
It was introduced by colonial government to tackle the epidemic of bubonic plague that had spread in the 
erstwhile Bombay Presidency in the 1890s. 
 
Why was this act criticised? 
Historians have criticised the Act for its potential for abuse. 
Using powers conferred by the Act, colonies authorities would search suspected plague cases in homes and 
among passengers, with forcible segregations, evacuations, and demolitions of infected places. 
In 1897, the year the law was enforced, freedom fighter Bal Gangadhar Tilak ǿŀǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ 
rigorous imprisonment after his newspapers Kesari and Mahratta admonished imperial authorities for their 
handling of the plague epidemic. 
 
Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act: 

1. It empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and formulate regulations for 
containing the outbreak. 

2. It also empowers state to prescribe such temporary regulations to be observed by the public or by any 
person or class of persons as it shall deem necessary to prevent the outbreak of such disease or the 
spread thereof. 

3. The state may determine in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred (including 
compensation if any) shall be defrayed. 

4. The State Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the inspection of persons 
travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in hospital, temporary accommodation or 
otherwise, of persons suspected by the inspecting officer of being infected with any such disease. 

5. It also provides penalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the Act. These are 
according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public 
servant). 

6. It also gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 
 
Examples of implementation: 

1. Lƴ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ DǳƧŀǊŀǘΩǎ ±ŀŘƻŘŀǊŀ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Khedkarmsiya village in Waghodia taluka as cholera-affected after 31 persons complained of 
symptoms of the disease. 

2. In 2015, to deal with malaria and dengue in Chandigarh, the Act was implemented and controlling 
officers were instructed to ensure the issuance of notices and challans of Rs 500 to offenders. 
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3. In 2009, to tackle the swine flu outbreak in Pune, Section 2 powers were used to open screening 
centres in civic hospitals across the city, and swine flu was declared a notifiable disease. 

 
Insta Link: 
Prelims Link: 

1. Previous examples of implementation of this Act, diseases for which it was declared. 
2. A notifiable disease. 
3. Implementing agency, penalty, protection and inspection of people under the act. 
4. Handling of the plague epidemic by British, criticisms by Tilak through his papers. 

 
Mains Link: 
Discuss the key provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act. 
 
Link: 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/armed-with-ordinance-odisha-now-may-
send-epidemic-rule-violators-to-jail-for-2-yrs/articleshow/75065628.cms. 
Sources: ET. 
 

7. Government amends the extant FDI policy 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key changes introduced and implications. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for these measures. 
 
Context: The Government has amended certain sections of the FDI policy for curbing opportunistic 
takeovers/acquisitions of Indian companies due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
While India shares a land border with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Bhutan, China and Afghanistan, 
the move appears directed mostly at China. 
 
The changes introduced: 

1. All FDI proposals from countries sharing border with India will be under the government approval 
route.  

2. The so-called automatic route, under which the central bank simply had to be informed after money 
was invested, has been blocked in such cases. 

3. Companies whose beneficial ownership also lies in such countries will have to undergo government 
scrutiny for any change in foreign holding. 

 
Need for these measures: 

¶ Many Indian businesses have come to a halt due to the lockdown imposed to contain the COVID-19 
pandemic. Subsequently their valuations have plummeted. 

¶ Many such domestic firms may be vulnerable to opportunistic takeovers or acquisitions from foreign 
players. 

¶ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
housing finance company HDFC and now holds a 1.01% stake in the company. 

 
How was the FDI policy for neighbours so far? 

1. A non-resident entity can invest in India, subject to the FDI Policy except in those sectors/activities 
which are prohibited. 

2. However, a citizen of Bangladesh or an entity incorporated in Bangladesh can invest only under the 
Government route. 

3. Further, a citizen of Pakistan or an entity incorporated in Pakistan can invest, only under the 
Government route, in sectors/activities other than defence, space, atomic energy and sectors/activities 
prohibited for foreign investment. 

 
Concerns and unintended impacts: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/armed-with-ordinance-odisha-now-may-send-epidemic-rule-violators-to-jail-for-2-yrs/articleshow/75065628.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/armed-with-ordinance-odisha-now-may-send-epidemic-rule-violators-to-jail-for-2-yrs/articleshow/75065628.cms























































































































































































































































