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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Trace the roots and evolution of classical music in India. Also identify the distinguishing 

features of Carnatic Music.(250 words) 
Reference:  Art and culture by Nitin Singhania 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I, from the topic of art and culture of India. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must trace the roots and evolution of classical music in India and bring out the distinguishing 
features of Carnatic Music. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define music in general; explain the importance of it in a culturally rich country like India. 
Body: 
Give an overview of evolution of classical music in India. State the distinguishing features of Carnatic 
music. One can compare it with Hindustani music to provide for a better contrast and 
comparison.  State the contribution of various singers, musicians to the genre of Carnatic music. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of it to the culture of the country. 
Introduction: 

India is characterized as, “The Largest Secular Democratic Country”. India is a country with many 

religions, ethnicity, and cultures. Diversity in people itself induces a diversity in practices of art and 

music. Music in India was a crucial part of history as ancient scripts are filled with documentation of 

music theory and practice. Being a country constantly invaded by other nations and being reclaimed 

after a while brought the new dimension into the world of Indian Art. 

Body: 

Origin and Evolution of Classical Music: 

 It is generally believed that Indian classical music has its origins in the religious observances of 

the Aryan people who arrived in India some 3,000 years ago, pushing India’s local population, 

known as the Dravidian people, southwards. 

 The Aryans brought with them their sacred texts known as the Vedas, meaning ‘knowledge’ 

forming the core of ancient Hindu scriptures with their worship rituals largely centering on the 

highly structured and organised recitation of these verses. 

 Thus, the roots of Indian classical music can be traced back to its origin in the recital of Vedic 

hymns of the Hindu temples. 

 There are four main Vedas, of which the one known as Samaveda (from saman, roughly 

translating to ‘melody’) is the most relevant – as the texts contained in it were clearly meant to 

be sung whilst also acting as treatises about music, dance and theatre. 

 The seven swars of music – Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, Ni represent different scriptural deities: SA – 

Agni, RE – Brahma, GA – Saraswati, MA – Shiva, PA – Vishnu, DHA – Ganesha, NI – Surya. 

 Ancient musical treatises show that by 300 BC, there was already a marked difference in 

classification for what was known as marga sangeet (music of the gods) and desi sangeet (music 

of the people). 
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 The latter formed the basis for what evolved as folk music, varying region by region, but the 

former remained the sole domain of those who were considered adequately trained by a 

master. 

 There were families of priests and learned men who initiated disciples into the tradition of 

recitation, a system that has survived to the present day and, until comparatively recently, was 

also the only acceptable way to learn Indian classical music. 

 The framework of Indian classical music is established by tradition and inspired by the creative 

spirits of master musicians. An artist can always explore and improvise because so very much 

depends on understanding the spirit and nuances of the art. 

 The very heart of Indian music is the raga – which refers to the melody and tala – which refers to 

the rhythm. In the Indian classical music sphere, ragas are many and each has its distinctive 

qualities. 

 Whilst melody and raga went on to evolve down the centuries, the original recitation style of the 

Vedas has been preserved by being orally transmitted through generations and may still be 

heard – more or less in its (presumed) original form – at Hindu weddings, funerals and other 

ceremonial occasions. 

Carnatic Music: 

 The origin of Carnatic music can be traced back to the 14th — the 15th century and it still does 

exist in its various forms. 

 It was based on melodies and its improvised version but tends to be more fixed than Hindustani 

music. 

 There were prescribed compositions that depict a song such as Raag Alaapna, Taals and Pallavis 

and the whole song would revolve around the same with minor improvisations. 

 Vocals were the center of all the music as the Singing or Gayaki was popular among the region. 

 The music then was only meant to be written to be performed in singing style. 

 There are about 7.2 million Ragas out of which 300 are still in use. 

 Purandara Dasa is considered as the father of Carnatic Music while Tyagaraja, Shyama Shastry, 

and Muthuswami Dikhsitar are considered as the ‘Trinity of Carnatic Music’. 

Conclusion: 

Music in India has reached a place where it retains a lot of genres in their purest forms as well as in 

fusion forms and with continuous urbanization of the region the trends of music will change even 

more giving birth to more genres and styles. 

India traditional theatre forms incorporate common man’s interest as well as regional, 

local and folk coloring derived from classical elements. Analyse with examples.(250 

words) 
Reference:  CCRT India  
Why this question: 
The question is based on the premise that Traditional art forms reflect the ideals of the society, its 
determination to survive, its ethos, emotions, fellow-feelings, etc. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in what way common man’s interest, regional, local and folk coloring derived from classical 
elements often form the basis of the India traditional theatre forms. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about the significance of India traditional theatre forms. 
Body: 
Quote examples of Indian theatre incorporating common man’s interests. In different regions of 
India, there are religious festivals, fairs, gatherings, ritual offerings, prayers, almost throughout the 
year. During these occasions, traditional theatre forms are presented. They reflect the common 
man’s social attitudes and perceptions. In this social portrayal, there is also the individual’s role 
which is given due importance. Then explain the influence of classical elements in traditional theatre 
Further, link traditional theatre to regional, local and folk coloring derived from classical elements. 
Quote examples at all instances. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of India traditional theatre. 
 

Introduction: 

Indian theatre forms are a framework of acting, dialogue, poetry, and music. It started as a narrative 

form of art where recitations, dance, and music played a central role in depicting the local history, 

societal ethos etc. It is based on spontaneous creativity emerging from circumstances where the 

intensity of expressions and natural emotions are drawn from the social system and not from any 

classical or grammatical roots. 

Body: 

Traditional theatre forms are generally presented during religious festivals, ritual offering, 

gatherings, prayers, almost throughout the year. It reflects the local lifestyles, beliefs, social wisdom, 

and emotions of the common. It is an amalgamation of entertainment and religious traditions. 

Traditional theatre performances are usually a combination of the following. 

 Dance 

 Music 

 Singing 

 Acting 

 Dialogue 

 Narration 

 Recitation 

 Puppetry 

It is also a combination of costumes, masks, musical instruments. They are not just performed for 

audiences in a theatre but also importantly performed during rituals or carrying out agricultural 

activities. 

Traditionally the language of ordinary people has an element of creativity, though not based on 

classical or grammatical roots. This kind of creativity is spontaneous, emerging from the 

circumstances. When there is intensity of emotions, there is a natural kind of rhythm in the 

expressions. It is this natural rhythm from which emerges the traditional theatre-form. In this art 

form, sorrow, joy, frustration, hatred and love have their role and place. 

In different regions of India, there are religious festivals, fairs, gatherings, ritual offerings, prayers, 

almost throughout the year. During these occasions, traditional theatre forms are presented. They 
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reflect the common man’s social attitudes and perceptions. In this social portrayal, there is also the 

individual’s role which is given due importance. 

Traditional theatre forms incorporate not only the common man’s interests but there is also a 

classical element in them. This classical facet, however, takes on regional, local and folk coloring. It 

is possible, that those associated with the classical world of Sanskrit drama, went to the 

neighbouring regions after its decline and intermingled with the local theatre forms. This kind of 

synthesis, give-and-take must have taken place on various levels such as written, verbal, classical, 

contemporary, national and local. 

In traditional theatre forms there are special styles of dance portraying the entry on to the stage or 

platform, narrative and descriptive roles. The best example of descriptive acting is the Bidapat 

naach. In this traditional theatre form, emphasis is not on beauty but on acting itself and narrative 

and descriptive skills. Dance as a narrative art is the base of theatre form which can be seen in the 

traditional theatre form of Bhavai of Gujarat. In this form, quick or slow foot movement is a means 

of narration. The art of making the entry by dancing has been perfected in the traditional Kashmiri 

theatre form, Bhand Jashn. The way each character walks and enters the platform, identifies him. 

In Koodiyaattam and Ankia Naat, the entry by dancing itself is complicated and artistic. In the forms, 

the tempo and basic posture and gesture identifies the role of the character. 

In traditional theatre, age-old forms, customs and the desire to improvise are intermingled. It is 

usually when the significant themes are enacted, that the acting restricts itself to traditional norms, 

not deviating from it. But, every time the theme inches towards the contemporary, the actors 

improvise as far as dialogue delivery is concerned. 

Traditional theatre forms have definitely been influenced by industrial civilization, industrialization, 

and urbanization. The socio-cultural aspects of these influences should be carefully studied. There 

was a time when Kanpur became the centre of the traditional theatre Nautanki. Artists, dancers and 

singers produced plays based on local heroes, their popularity and traditional love stories. Thus, a 

local theatre form acquired significance in the field of entertainment. 

Traditional theatre forms have a common distinguishing feature that is the element of simplicity. 

What is the underlying force of traditional theatre forms that has enabled it to survive and maintain 

its simplicity? The fact remains, that it is the immediate, direct, realistic and rhythmic relationship 

that the spectators are able to develop with the artists of traditional theatre forms which is generally 

not experienced in other art forms. It is reflected in the applaud by the spectators by means of 

clapping their hands. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the development of traditional theatre forms is based on such local and regional peculiarities 

which are not bound and restricted by social and economic divisions, limitations, etc. Tradional art 

forms have influenced classical art forms and vice-versa. It is an eternal journey in the sphere of 

‘culture’. 

Raja Ravi Varma’s art marks an historic turn in the development of Indian modern art 

and Indian artists, at the beginning of the movement for Indian Independence. Discuss. 

(250 words). 
Reference : Indian Express  
Directive word 
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Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Why this question: 
April 29 is the birth anniversary of the famed Indian painter Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906), 
remembered for giving Indians their western, classical representations of Hindu gods and goddesses. 
Through his printing press, Varma’s humanised depiction of Hindu pantheon travelled beyond the 
surfaces of costly canvases, and into the prayer and living rooms of working-class homes. 
Key demand of the question. 
The question wants us to write in detail about the works of Raja Ravi Varma, his contribution 
towards Indian paintings and his significance in the history of Indian art. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about Raja Ravi Verma. Raja Ravi Varma was an Indian painter and 
artist, considered as one of the greatest painters in the history of Indian art. 
Body- 
Discuss in points, his works, significance and contribution. 
Ravi Varma’s works, which incorporated the use of oil as a medium and a distinctly European style of 
realism, influenced other artists and shaped a new perception of “Indian Art”. 
All this took place at a time in Indian history when a “modern and progressive India” was the call of 
the day. 
This unique style incorporated a European naturalism and realism, with distinctly Indian mythological 
themes. 
The distinguishing factor, however, was Ravi Varma’s depiction of mythological figures in a natural 
human style rather than the traditional supernatural imagery used to convey gods, goddesses and 
their myths or tales. 
Ravi Varma’s groundbreaking work lay not only in his style of art, but also in his influence on other 
artists and collectors. 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction: 

April 29 is the birth anniversary of the famed Indian painter Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906), 

remembered for giving Indians their western, classical representations of Hindu gods and goddesses. 

Through his printing press, Varma’s humanised depiction of Hindu pantheon travelled beyond the 

surfaces of costly canvases, and into the prayer and living rooms of working-class homes. 

Raja Ravi Varma is considered as one of the greatest painters in the history of Indian art. He is known 

for his amazing paintings which revolve mainly around the Puranas (ancient mythological stories) 

and the great Indian epics – Mahabharata and Ramayana. He is one of the few painters who 

managed to accomplish a beautiful union of Indian tradition with the techniques of European 

academic art. 

Body: 

Significance of Varma’s art: 

 Varma was also responsible in taking the Indian art all over the world with his impeccable 

technique. 

 While the Europeans and other art lovers admired his technique, the laymen of India enjoyed his 

work for its simplicity. 

 His paintings highlighted the beauty of South Indian women which were admired by all. 
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 His portrayal of Hindu gods and goddesses went on to become worship material for many 

people belonging to the lower castes who weren’t allowed in temples. 

 He also managed to improve the artistic knowledge and spread the importance of art among 

Indian people. 

 He achieved this by making affordable lithographs, which were accessible even to the poor. 

 Recognizing his feat, Viceroy Lord Curzon honoured him with the Kaisar-i-Hind Gold Medal for 

his service in the furtherance of public interest. 

 His paintings can be classified into three categories – portraits, portrait-based compositions and 

theatrical compositions based on myths and legends. It is the third category of paintings for 

which Raja Ravi Varma is most renowned. 

 Ravi Varma first started a press in Mumbai and later shifted it to a place near Lonavala. The 

press came up with tons of oleographs, depicting Hindu gods and goddesses 

Raja Ravi Varma produced many masterpieces of art during his life. Some of the most prominent 

works of Raja Ravi Varma: 

 A Family of Beggars – This painting represented the sorry state of Indian economics. 

 A Lady Playing Swarbat – Just like many of his paintings, this too, was modelled after a South 

Indian woman. 

 Arjuna and Subhadra – This painting narrates a story from the Hindu epic Mahabharata. 

 Damayanti Talking to a Swan – This too is a scene straight out of Mahabharata. 

 Jatayu (a bird devotee of Lord Rama) – This is perhaps one of the most commonly featured work 

of Raja Ravi Varma. The picture narrates the story of Jatayu who gives up its life after fighting 

the mighty villain Ravana from Ramayanam. 

 Lady Lost in Thought – Once again this painting was modelled after a South Indian woman. 

 Nair Woman – As the name suggests, this painting portrays a Malayali woman in all her glory. 

 Shakuntala – This painting depicts the legendary woman Shakuntala who marries Dushyanta. 

The couple later gave birth to Bharata after whom ancient India was named. 

 Romancing Couple – This painting goes on to show that Raja Ravi Varma was not a painter who 

limited himself to depicting only gods and goddesses 

However, Varma is often criticized for being too showy in his paintings. His paintings are also 

condemned for overshadowing traditional Indian art forms, especially the ones depicting Hindu gods 

and goddesses. His approach is said to lack the dynamism of expression seen in the traditional 

paintings. Critics have also criticized him for modelling goddesses after prostitutes, saying that 

his representation of deities have reduced them to the level of mortals. 

Conclusion: 

He was one of the first Indian artists to use oil paints and to master the art of lithographic 

reproduction of his work. In addition to incidents in Hindu mythology, Varma painted many 

portraits of both Indians and British in India. He adapted Western realism to pioneer a new 

movement in Indian art. 
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Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

What were the major reformist and revivalist movements in 19th century India? How 

they were similar to, or different from each other? Discuss with suitable examples 

their relevance in the contemporary times.(250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  
Modern Indian history by  Spectrum Publications 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the recent happenings of Tablighi Jamaat in the capital. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the major reformist and revivalist movements in 19th century India. Discuss their relevance in 
the contemporary times. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what you understand by revivalist and reformist movements. 
Body: 
To start with explain that some major reformist movements were Brahmo Samaj; Prarthana Samaj; 
Satya Sodhak Samaj; Aligarh movement; Young Bengal Movement and Ramakrishna mission. Some 
major revivalist movements were Arya Samaj; Deoband movement etc. The key similarity between 
these movements was that all of them wanted to change the status quo in the society wherein 
several deformities had crept in. While the reformist movements strived to change the fundamental 
system and structures of the society through gradual changes within the existing institutions; 
revivalist movements tended to revive former customs or practices and thus take the society back to 
the glorious past. Discuss the relevance of these movements in the current times. One can quote the 
Tablighi Jamat movement as a passing reference and many others that are in operation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their significance. 
 

Introduction: 

The Reformist movements responded with the time and scientific temper of the modern era. While 

the Revivalist movements started reviving ancient Indian traditions and thoughts and believed that 

the western thinking ruined Indian culture and ethos. Some major reformist movements were 

Brahmo Samaj; Prarthana Samaj; Satya Shodhak Samaj; Aligarh movement; Young Bengal Movement 

and Ramakrishna mission. Some major revivalist movements were Arya Samaj; Deoband movement 

etc. 

Body: 

Similarities: 

The key similarity between these movements was that all of them wanted to change the status quo 

in the society wherein several deformities had crept in. All of them, in some way or other, attacked 

on inhuman practices such as sati, female infanticide, child marriage etc. along with superstitions, 

complex rituals and so on. 
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Differences: 

 While the reformist movements strived to change the fundamental system and structures of the 

society through gradual changes within the existing institutions; revivalist movements tended to 

revive former customs or practices and thus take the society back to the glorious past. 

 The reformist movements responded with the time and scientific temper of the modern era. The 

spread of western education and liberal ideas were the main reasons for emergence of reform 

movements in India. One example of such movement is Brahmo Samaj. 

 Revivalist movements believed that the western thinking and missionary propaganda would ruin 

Indian culture and ethos, and thus there was a need to protect the religion. They were also 

influenced by the rich cultural heritage of India brought to light by the western scholars, and 

found that it was even superior to the western culture. 

 The Arya Samaj followed the motto “Go Back to Vedas” and the Shuddhi movement started by it 

aimed reconversion of those Hindus who had once been willingly or forcibly converted into 

other religions, but were now willing to come back into the fold of Hinduism also it prevented 

further conversion. 

 Relevance in the contemporary times: 

Tabligh Movement: 

 It was a revivalist movement launched by prominent Islamic scholar Maulana Muhammad Ilyas 

Khandhalaw in 1926 in Mewat (Haryana). It aims to reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive 

their faith. 

 Its roots lie in the Deobandi version of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence. 

 It is estimated that the organisation has somewhere between 70-80 million followers across the 

world, which makes it the biggest Muslim movement in the world. 

 In fact, outside of the Hajj, it is believed that its annual meetings in countries, including Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and India, bring together the largest congregations of Muslims. 

Criticism with respect to its functioning: 

 While the scope of the organisation seems to be limited to spreading the Muslim faith, the 

group has at times been accused of having ties to radical outfits, who, as per some observers, 

could take advantage of its loose organisational structure. 

 Besides, they also don’t publish the scope of their activities, their membership or source of their 

finances, though it is believed they do not rely on donations and are largely financed by their 

senior members. 

Conclusion: 

Socio-religious reforms contributed a lot in modern national movement and played the prime role. 

Leaving all socio-religious controversies by the socio-religious leaders strengthened India social 

system. These reforms helped Indians in liberating individual, making religion more personal affairs, 

strengthening, secularism, reducing caste-based and religion based differences, providing a base for 

social modernization and important of all increasing national consciousness. It helped Indians to 

have comparatively more self-confidence, self-respect and the feelings of patriotism. From these, 

humanity and morality among the common people spread and the feelings of political freedom and 

modern development raised. 
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Do you think parallels can be drawn from the assassination of plague commissioner by 

the Chapekar brothers in 19th century and the present day decisions to control the 

pandemic at the expense of human rights and democracy? Examine.(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the recent restrictions posed by the different countries amidst the pandemic 
and it hints towards the violation of human rights in some countries like that of Zimbabwe. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the scenario of plague in the history of India and the current conditions of lockdown, provide 
for a comparison and suggest the contrast between the two incidents. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the current situation of lockdown and its needs. 
Body: 
To start with, explain the story of assassination of plague commissioner by the Chapekar brothers in 
19th century, the conditions in which the incident took place in the history of modern India. 
Then compare and contrast it to the current situation of lockdown. 
Explain that thought the lockdown takes toll on the human rights, it is inevitable yet different from 
the scenarios of the plague epidemic of the past. 
Discuss that it is important to not trade off the values of democracy at the cost of 
administration/lockdowns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the government of the day however is not letting away the democratic values to go 
away and is persuasive in its approach. The most vulnerable and neglected people in society are 
being  protected both medically and economically. 
Introduction 

Independent India inherited a legal system which was designed to control the colonised. Caught in 

the relentless grip of COVID-19, several State governments have invoked the Epidemic Diseases Act, 

first drafted to deal with bubonic plague that swept Maharashtra in 1897. 

The current lockdown also lead to mass exodus of migrants from urban centres to their native 

villages, thereby making the objective of lockdown moot. It also is taxing on those who are 

dependent solely on daily wages and do not have financial or social security. 

Body 

It is under these morbid conditions one can draw parallels between the current pandemic and the 

treatment meted out by the Colonial Rulers during Bubonic Plague, especially in Maharashtra. 

Background 

 The government was given enormous powers to control public opinion during the plague 

outbreak. 

 Bal Gangadhar Tilak, described as the ‘father of Indian unrest’ by Valentine Chirol of The Times 

(London) was imprisoned for 18 months. His newspaper, Kesari, had criticised measures 

adopted by the government to tackle the epidemic. 
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 The law was stark. It did not establish the right of affected populations to medical treatment, or 

to care and consideration in times of great stress, anxiety and panic. 

 Silence on these crucial issues bore expected results. In June 1897, the brothers, Damodar Hari 

Chapekar and Balkrishna Hari Chapekar, assassinatedC. Rand, the plague commissioner of 

Poona, and Lieutenant Charles Egerton Ayerst, an officer of the administration. 

 Both the British officials were considered guilty of invading private spaces, and disregarding 

taboos on entry into the inner domain of households. 

 The Chapekar brothers were hanged in the summer of 1899. The assassination heralded a storm 

of revolutionary violence that shook the country at the turn of the twentieth century. 

Current Situation 

Lockdown and social distancing measures are the need of the hour. However, requisite 

arrangements was needed in lieu of the migrants and the lower strata, ensuring 

their livelihoods and food security. 

 The government could have paid attention to migrant labor when it declared a lockdown on 

economic activities, roads, public spaces, transport, neighborhoods and zones in which the 

unorganized working class ekes out bare subsistence. 

 Thousands of workers and their families were forced to exit the city, and begin an onerous trek 

to their villages. 

o The unnerving spectacle of a mass of people trudging across State borders carrying 

pitiful bundles on their heads and little babies in their arms, without food or money, 

shocked the conscience of humankind. 

o The neglect of workers upon whose shoulders the Indian economy rests, exposed the 

class bias of regulations. 

 Confronted with the unexpected sight of people defying the lockdown, State governments and 

the Central government rushed to announce remedial measures. The afterthought came too late 

and gave too little. 

 The government claimed that panic over the migration of thousands of bare-footed people was 

based on fake news, and that the scale of migration was over-estimated. 

 India bears witness to the fact that a group of helpless workers were hosed down with chemical 

solutions in Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh. The decision to close down an entire country without 

simultaneously recognizing the specificities of Indian society has resulted in brutality and 

violence. 

Way Forward 

 Governments all over the world must avoid an ‘overreach’ of security measures when they 

respond to the coronavirus outbreak. 

 Emergency powers, should not be used to quash dissent. More significantly, these measures 

have to be proportionate, necessary and non-discriminatory. 

 There is need to ensure that excessive powers are not hardwired into legal and political systems. 

 Care should be taken to see that restrictions are narrowly tailored. Governments should deploy 

the least intrusive method to protects public health. 

Conclusion 
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The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, advised governments to ensure that the measures 

they adopt to control the virus do not adversely impact people’s lives. The most vulnerable and 

neglected people in society, must be protected both medically and economically. Democracy does 

not permit trade-offs. 

Elaborate upon the life and contribution of Jyotirao Phule in the modern Indian history. 

(250 words) 
Reference: modern Indian history by Spectrum publications 
Hindustan Times 
Introduction: 

Jyotirao Phule was born on April 11, 1827 in Pune, Maharashtra. He was born in a family that 

belonged to the lower rung of the social ladder.  Jyotirao Phule occupies a unique position among 

the social reformers of Maharashtra in the nineteenth century. While other reformers concentrated 

more on reforming the social institutions of family and marriage with special emphasis on the status 

and right of women, Jyotiba Phule revolted against the unjust caste system under which millions of 

people had suffered for centuries and developed a critique of Indian social order and Hinduism. 

Body: 

Contribution of Jyotiba Phule: 

 Social Movements: 

 In 1848, an incident sparked off Jyotiba’s quest against the social injustice of caste 

discrimination and incited a social revolution in the Indian society. 

 Jyotirao was invited to attend the wedding of one of his friends who belonged to an 

upper cast Brahmin family. But at the wedding the relatives of the bridegroom insulted 

and abused Jyotiba when they came to know about his origins. 

 Jyotirao left the ceremony and made up his mind to challenge the prevailing caste-

system and social restrictions. 

 He made it his life’s work to hammer away tirelessly at the helms of social majoritarian 

domination and aimed at emancipation of all human beings that were subjected to this 

social deprivation. 

 After reading Thomas Paine’s famous book ‘The Rights of Man’, Jyotirao was greatly 

influenced by his ideas. 

 He believed that enlightenment of the women and lower caste people was the only 

solution to combat the social evils. 

 Efforts Towards Women Education: 

 Jyotiba’s quest for providing women and girls with right to education was supported by 

his wife Savitribai Phule. One of the few literate women of the time, Savitribai was 

taught to read and write by her husband Jyotirao. 

 In 1851, Jyotiba established a girls’ school and asked his wife to teach the girls in the 

school. Later, he opened two more schools for the girls and an indigenous school for the 

lower castes, especially for the Mahars and Mangs. 
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 Efforts towards Widows: 

 Jyotiba realized the pathetic conditions of widows and established an ashram for young 

widows and eventually became advocate of the idea of Widow Remarriage. 

 Efforts towards women’s rights: 

 Around his time, society was a patriarchal and the position of women was especially 

abysmal. 

 Female infanticide was a common occurrence and so was child marriage, with children 

sometimes being married to men much older. 

 These women often became widows before they even hit puberty and were left without 

any family support. 

 Jyotiba was pained by their plight and established an orphanage in 1854 to shelter these 

unfortunate souls from perishing at the society’s cruel hands. 

 Efforts Towards Elimination of Caste Discrimination: 

 Jyotirao attacked the orthodox Brahmins and other upper castes and termed them as 

“hypocrites”. He campaigned against the authoritarianism of the upper caste people and 

urged the “peasants” and “proletariat” to defy the restrictions imposed upon them. 

 He opened his home to people from all castes and backgrounds. He was a believer in 

gender equality and he exemplified his beliefs by involving his wife in all his social 

reform activities. 

 He believed that religious icons like Rama are implemented by the Brahmin as a means 

for subjugating the lower caste. 

 The orthodox Brahmins of the society were furious at the activities of Jyotirao. They 

blamed him for vitiating the norms and regulations of the society. 

 Many accused him of acting on behalf of the Christian Missionaries. 

 But Jyotirao was firm and decided to continue the movement. Interestingly, Jyotirao was 

supported by some Brahmin friends who extended their support to make the movement 

successful. 

 Books and Works: 

 Phule was also a merchant, author as well as a municipal council member. 

 In 1863, one of his businesses was to supply metal-casting equipment to construction 

sites. 

 He was appointed commissioner to the Poona municipality and served in the position 

until 1883. 

 He was also a reputed author. His well-known books include Gulamgiri (Slavery) and 

Shetkarayacha Aasud (Cultivator’s Whipcord). 

 Dhananjay Keer, the author of Phule’s biography, said that the title of Mahatma was 

bestowed on Phule by fellow reformer from Bombay, Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar. 
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Conclusion: 

Perhaps the biggest legacy of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule is the thought behind his perpetual fight 

against social stigma that are enormously relevant still. In the nineteenth century, people were used 

to accepting these discriminatory practices as social norm that needed to be enforced without 

question but Jyotiba sought to change this discrimination based on caste, class and colour. He was 

the harbinger of unheard ideas for social reforms. He started awareness campaigns that ultimately 

inspired the likes of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi, stalwarts who undertook major 

initiatives against caste discrimination later. 

Discuss the contributions of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar in bringing Rights of Dalit and 

Marginalized community in the country. (250 words) 
Reference:  Business Insider  
Why this question: 
Personalities are always an area of interest for UPSC and the personalities in news are always areas 
of focus. In 2020, the nation celebrates the 129th birth anniversary. Thus the question. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly highlight the time period of Dr Ambedkar. 
Body: 
To start with, explain about his Birth and Education. Discuss his movement for Rights of Dalit and 
Marginalized community; In 1919, in his testimony before the Southborough Committee in 
preparation of the Government of India Act Ambedkar opined that there should be a separate 
electoral system for the Untouchables and other marginalized communities, In 1920, Ambedkar 
launched a newspaper called “Mooknayaka” (leader of the silent) with the assistance of Shahaji II, 
the Maharaja of Kolhapur. (other periodicals- ‘Bahishkrit Bharat’ (1927), ‘Samatha’ (1929) and 
‘Janata’ (1930)), In 1923, he set up the ‘Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha (Outcastes Welfare Association), 
Ambedkar launched full-fledged movements for Dalit rights by 1927 and demanded public drinking 
water sources open to all and right for all castes to enter temples, signing of Poona pact in 1932 etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that his contributions to the Indian polity were remarkable and are alive even today. 
 

Introduction: 

Indians live on the principles of equality, democracy, liberty, fraternity and socialism, taught to us by 

our Indian Constitution. The Constitution of India, which contains the fundamental laws and 

principles of the Indian Democratic Republic was drafter under the chairmanship of Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar. His massive contribution to the Constitution of India makes him a great leader who will 

be remembered for a thousand more years. Dr. Ambedkar is rightly recognized as the modern 

Buddha of his age. This title was given to him by Mahant Veer Chandramani, the great Buddhist 

monk who initiated Babasaheb to Buddhism. 

Body: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.businessinsider.in/thelife/personalities/article/ambedkar-jayanti-the-birth-anniversary-of-the-father-of-the-indian-constitution/articleshow/75118776.cms


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 20 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 

Contributions of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar in bringing Rights of Dalit and Marginalized community 

in the country: 

Pre-Independence: 

 Ambedkar was against the caste-based discriminations in society and advocated the Dalits to 

organise and demand their rights. 

 He promoted the education of Dalits and made representations to the government in various 

capacities in this regard. He was part of the Bombay Presidency Committee that worked with the 

Simon Commission in 1925. 

 He established the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha to promote education and socio-economic 

improvements among the Dalits. He started magazines like Mooknayak, Equality Janta and 

Bahishkrit Bharat. 

 In 1927, he launched active agitation against untouchability. He organised and agitated for the 

right of Dalits to enter temples and to draw water from public water resources. He condemned 

Hindu scriptures that he thought propagated caste discrimination. 

 He adopted various means to safeguard Dalit rights. Ambedkar launched a movement against 

Dalit discrimination by creating public opinion through his writings in several periodicals such 

as Mook Nayak, Vahishkrit Bharat, and Equality Janta, which he started for the protection of 

Dalit rights. 

 Ambedkar had been closely involved in the struggle to give Scheduled Caste people solid 

statutory safeguard. He was a delegate at the Round Table Conference in London, where he 

asked for separate electorate for Dalits. 

 He was in disagreement with Mahatma Gandhi at that time since Gandhi was against any sort of 

reservation in the electorates. When the British government announced the ‘Communal Award’ 

in 1932, Gandhi went on a fast in Yerwada Jail. An agreement was signed between Gandhi and 

Ambedkar in the jail whereby it was agreed to give reserved seats to the depressed classes 

within the general electorate. This was called the Poona Pact. 

Post-independence: 
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 He encouraged the Dalits to embrace Buddhism to liberate their own selves from Hindu 

subjugation. 

 He saw that the Dalit movement lacked philosophical justification. So he wrote about the French 

revolution ideas of fraternity, liberty and equality. 

 Being the chairman of the drafting committee of Indian Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

provided certain constitutional provisions to protect the rights of Dalits in social, economic, 

educational, employment, and political fields, in the form of positive discriminations or 

preferential treatments or reservation policy. 

 Ambedkar’s efforts brought educational awareness among Dalits who became socially conscious 

about the circumstances and social problems of untouchability and caste discrimination meted 

out to them. 

 Ambedkar launched the social liberation movement for social rights and opportunities of the 

deprived and downtrodden section of society. 

 The reservation system we find in the Indian constitution was purely the brainchild of Dr. 

Ambedkar who thought of it as a means to create a social balance among the different classes of 

the population in India 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Ambedkar devoted his whole life to fight for the annihilation of caste by proliferating a 

movement against the evils of the caste system. Being himself a Dalit, he made all his efforts to 

change the hierarchical structures of Indian society and restoration of equal rights/justice to the 

marginalized and abolition of Untouchability. He stood for a complete reorganization and 

reconstruction of the Hindu society on the principle of equality free from casteism. He advocated 

equality of opportunity. He opted for peaceful and constitutional methods for the sake of resolution 

of the social problems. 

Social decay, deterioration of the previous order and long spells of chaos and disorder 

are some of the main causes of decline of the Great Mughal Empire in India. 

Deliberate.(250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu  
Why this question: 
The question is based on the premise of the downfall and decline of Mughal empire. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the factors responsible for downfall and decline of Mughal empire. And examine if 
Social decay, deterioration of the previous order and long spells of chaos and disorder were the main 
reasons behind it. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about the period of rule of the Mughals in India. 
Body: 
The period of the Great Mughals, which began in 1526 with Babur’s accession to the throne, ended 
with the death of Aurangzeb in 1707 which marked the end of an era in Indian history. Highlight the 
fact that decline and downfall of the Mughal Empire was due to the combination of political, social 
and economic factors. Explain these in detail. Discuss the long term and short term effects of these 
factors. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of the factors that led to its decline and establishment of newer kingdoms. 
Introduction: 

The period of the Great Mughals, which began in 1526 with Babur’s accession to the throne, ended 

with the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. Aurangzeb’s death marked the end of an era in Indian history. 

When Aurangzeb died, the empire of the Mughals was the largest in India. Yet, within about fifty 

years of his death, the Mughal Empire disintegrated. 

Body: 

The reasons responsible for the decline of the Mughal empire in India are: 

 Wars of Succession: 

 The Mughals did not follow any law of succession like the law of primogeniture. 

 Consequently, each time a ruler died, a war of succession between the brothers for the 

throne started. 

 This weakened the Mughal Empire, especially after Aurangzeb. 

 The nobles, by siding with one contender or the other, increased their own power. 

 Aurangzeb’s Policies: 

 Aurangzeb failed to realize that the vast Mughal Empire depended on the willing support 

of the people. 

 Aurangzeb’s religious orthodoxy and his policy towards the Hindus damaged the stability 

of the Mughal empire 

 He lost the support of the Rajputs who had contributed greatly to the strength of the 

Empire. 

 They had acted as pillars of support, but Aurangzeb’s policy turned them to bitter foes. 

 The wars with the Sikhs, the Marathas, the Jats and the Rajputs had drained the 

resources of the Mughal Empire. 

 Weak Successors of Aurangzeb: 

 The successors of Aurangzeb were weak and became victims of the intrigues and 

conspiracies of the faction-ridden nobles. 

 They were inefficient generals and incapable of suppressing revolts. 

 The absence of a strong ruler, an efficient bureaucracy and a capable army had made 

the Mughal Empire weak. 

 After Bahadur Shah’s reign came a long list of weak, worthless and luxury-loving Kings. 

 Empty Treasury: 

 Shah Jahan’s zeal for construction had depleted the treasury. 

 Aurangzeb’s long wars in the south had further drained the exchequer. 
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 Invasions: 

 Foreign invasions sapped the remaining strength of the Mughals and hastened the 

process of disintegration. 

 The invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali resulted in further drainage of 

wealth. 

 These invasions shook the very stability of the empire. 

 Size of the Empire and Challenge from Regional Powers: 

 The Mughal Empire had become too large to be controlled by any ruler from one centre 

i.e. Delhi. 

 The Great Mughals were efficient and exercised control over ministers and army, but the 

later Mughals were poor administrators. 

 As a result, the distant provinces became independent. The rise of independent states 

led to the disintegration of the Mughal Empire. 

 Rise of independent states in the 18th century: 

 With the decline of the Mughal Empire a number of provinces seceded from the empire 

and several independent states came into existence. 

 Hyderabad: 

 The State of Hyderabad was founded by Qamar-ud-din Siddiqi, who was 

appointed Viceroy of the Deccan, with the title of Nizam-ul- Mulk, by Emperor 

Farrukhsiyar in 1712. 

 He established a virtually independent state but returned to Delhi during the 

reign of Emperor Mohammad Shah. 

 In 1724, he was reappointed Viceroy of the Deccan with the title of Asaf Jah. 

 Bengal: 

 Bengal in the 18th century comprised Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

 Murshid Quli Khan was the Diwan of Bengal under Aurangzeb. 

 Farrukhsiyar appointed him Subedar (governor) of Bengal in 1717. 

 Awadh: 

 The subah of Awadh comprised Benaras and some districts near Allahabad. 

 Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-Mulk was appointed Governor of Awadh by the Mughal 

Emperor. 

 But he soon became independent. 

 Deterioration of land relations 

 Shahjahan and Aurangzeb opted for jagirs and Paibaqi instead of paying directly 

from state treasury to the officials. 
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 Jagirs refer to temporary allotment of lands to officials for their services which 

may be according to the satisfaction of the Emperor. 

 Paibaqi refers to revenue from reserved lands which were sent to the central 

treasury. 

 There was a constant clash of interest between the nobles and zamindars. 

 Rise of the Marathas 

 Marathas consolidated their position in Western India 

 They started making plans for a greater Maharashtra empire. 

Conclusion: 

The decline of the Mughal Empire was due to social, economic, political and institutional factors. By 

1813, the British government took away the power that allowed the East India Company’s monopoly 

and later, the company worked on behalf of the government. In 1857, the Indian Rebellion occured 

which prompted the British colonial office to exile the last emperor, Bahadur Shah II, and take 

complete control of the Indian subcontinent. 

“The period between 1780 and 1800, marked an important transition in trading order in 

India. Analyse.(250 words) 
Reference:  Modern Indian history by Spectrum Publications 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in what way the period of 1780-1800 marked key transitions in the Indian trade order. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with facts such as – The post 1780 situation saw the growing influence of the Calcutta and 
Bombay trading ports and their impact upon the adjacent hinterland economies. 
Body: 
To start with, explain The imperatives of Company trade, constituted a very important but not an 
exclusive determinant of the country’s trading economy Explain that The realignment of merchant 
and market networks In the last decades of the eighteenth century were as much in response to the 
emerging colonial factor as they were to indigenous stimuli that came in the wake of the new 
balance of power that the presence of the Maratha Confederacy and other regional polities like those 
of Hyderabad, Mysore and even the Punjab represented. List down all factors precisely. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance to the Indian history. 
Introduction: 

The post 1780 situation saw the growing influence of the Calcutta and Bombay trading ports and 

their impact upon the adjacent hinterland economies. In part these consequences signified the end 

of an older trading order and the slow and sometimes almost ad hoc assembling of the colonial 

economy. The initiative lay very much with the English East India Company and its servants who in 

their private capacity used the newly acquired political authority to eliminate all competition and 

explore new possibilities of trade that linked India to the larger trading world. 
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Body: 

However, for most of the period, the imperatives of early colonial trade constituted an important 

but not exclusive determinant in the realignment of merchant, market and credit structures in the 

subcontinent. The realignment of merchant and market networks in the last decades of the 

eighteenth century were as much in response to the emerging colonial factor as they were to 

indigenous stimuli that came in the wake of the new balance of power that the presence of the 

Maratha Confederacy and other regional polities like those of Hyderabad, Mysore and even the 

Punjab represented. 

Factors responsible for this transition in trade: 

 The political context for the trading economy of India in the closing decades of the century was 

determined largely by the expanding presence of the English east India Company and by the 

stabilization of Maratha power in central and western India. 

 The rise of the cross-country trade routes provides us an example of the reintegration of 

commercial and credit connections that followed in the wake of tribute payments that tied up 

the areas of the Maratha Confederacy with its center in Poona. 

 The annual movement of tribute payments from Baroda, Ahmedabad, Nagpur and Gwalior to 

Poona working simultaneously with renewed pilgrimage traffic under Maratha patronage 

stimulated commercial exchanges that in turn fed into the expanding trade of the Calcutta and 

Bombay commercial poles. 

 For example, Bombay’s trade with Poona was so impressive even before 1770 that Charles 

Malet, the English Resident in Poona had occasion to remark that ‘a state of hostility with this 

empire little affects the commercial intercourse which must be attributed to its being in the 

interests of the farmers of the customs and landholders not to impede the intercourse and as to 

the latter, it must certainly ever be our interest to promote it’. 

 However, by the1790s, Bombay’s trade with Gujarat – the cotton bowl of the region – became 

perceptibly more significant in view of Bombay’s growing trade in raw cotton with China. 

 This coincided with the emergence of a further line of dependency tying the eastern Maratha 

domain to the Calcutta commercial port. 

 Increasing Bengal demand for raw cotton from the Maratha cotton bearing tracts in Central 

India like Amrawati and Nagpur through Mirzapur stimulated the growth of middle sized towns 

engaged in the supply of cotton. 

 This was a genuine case of transition – drawing from both local stimuli as well as from the 

pressures of a changing external situation. 

Changes in Indian Economic structure: 

 Bania merchants collaborated with the European private merchants in the expanding trade of 

cotton in Gujarat. 

 Naupatti bankers were active in Mirzapore’s cotton traffic. 

 The community of bankers consolidated their linkswith the Company emerging as key 

collaborators of the new regime. 

 In western India, their presence was especially important as they handled the huge flow of credit 

transfers that proved vital for the survival of the Company establishment in Bombay. 

 Enjoying the benefits of political security under the Rajas, Benaras became a key conduit for the 

cotton trade and a major center of hundis that financed both the tribute transfer operations of 

the Awadh Nawabs and the English Company as well as the cotton trade of the local merchants. 
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Conclusion: 

The gradual reorientation of the Indian economy to the pressures of Company trade was not without 

benefit to Indian commercial groups. While the displacement of India’s traditional trade had 

undoubtedly undermined Indian shippers and exporters forcing them to play a subordinate if not 

nonexistent role in the changing set up, the realignment of markets and merchant networks in the 

half century of transition enabled the regrouping and deployment of merchant capital in the proto 

colonial trade of the late eighteenth century. 

Akbar was a great social reformer and these social reforms helped him to get the 

legitimacy from the Indian masses. Comment.(250 words) 
Reference:  Class XI NCERT – Medieval Indian history    
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I and is based on the significance of Mughal ruler 
Akbar and his contributions. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in what way Akbar was a great social reformer and how these social reforms helped him to 
get the legitimacy from the Indian masses. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present brief background of Akbar’s reign. 
Body: 
To start with explain the fact that in addition to proclaiming a state based on universal peace and 
justice, Akbar took steps to create a better understanding of different religions among the subjects; 
he set up a translation bureau to translate works in Sanskrit, Arabic, Greek, etc. into Persian. Enlist 
various social reforms taken by him – prohibited slavery, allowed Widow remarriage, prostitution 
was regulated, and immoral trafficking of women brought under control, Sati of Hindu women was 
prohibited etc. Explain how these social reforms helped him build better society and gain legitimacy 
from the Indian masses. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of such rulers and well thought social reforms in the past. 
Introduction 

Akbar was one of the greatest monarchs of India. He succeeded the throne after his father 

Humayun’s death. Akbar’s military conquests were extensive. He conquered northern India from 

Agra to Gujarat and then from Agra to Bengal. He strengthened the northwest frontier. 

He was the most able ruler of the Mughal empire. More than his military conquests, he is well 

known for his social reforms. They not only brought good will but also legitimacy to his rule in the 

eyes of the Indians. His suzerainty was accepted by his subjects, mainly due to good administration. 

Body 

Social reforms by Akbar 

 Religious policy: Akbar rose to fame in the pages of history due to his religious 

 The most important among them were his early contacts with the sufi saints, the teachings 

of his tutor Abdul Latif, his marriage with Rajput women, his association with intellectual 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 27 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

giants like Shaikh Mubarak and his two illustrious sons – Abul Faizi and Abul Fazl – and his 

ambition to establish an empire in Hindustan. 

 Soon after marrying Jodh Bai of Amber, he abolished the pilgrim tax and in 1562, 

he abolished jiziya. 

 He allowed his Hindu wives to worship their own gods. 

 Later, he became a skeptical Muslim. In 1575, he ordered for the construction of Ibadat 

Khana (House of worship) at his new capital Fatepur Sikri. 

 Akbar invited learned scholars from all religions like Hinduism, Jainism, Christianity and 

Zoroastrianism. 

 He disliked the interference of the Muslim Ulemas in political matters. In 1579, he issued the 

“Infallibility Decree” by which he asserted his religious powers. 

 In 1582, he promulgated a new religion called Din Ilahi or Divine Faith. It believes in one God. It 

contained good points of all religions. Its basis was rational. It upholds no dogma. It was aimed 

at bridging the gulf that separated different religions. However, his new faith proved to be a 

failure. 

 Sati: Though the practice of Sati was abolished completely during the modern times when British 

came to India, one cannot forget the contribution of Akbar. 

 Akbar was the first Mughal emperor who made an attempt to stop the Hindu custom of 

Sati. 

 He also passed a farman in 1590-91 that no woman can be burnt against her will. 

 He had also appointed special inspectors keep a watch on the forced as well as volunatry 

Sati. 

 Akbar himself disapproved the system of giving or receiving high dowries. He was also 

against Child Marriages and brought in a decree to put a stop to the practice. 

 The Rajput policy of Akbar proved to be beneficial to the Mughal state as well as to the Rajputs. 

The alliance secured to the Mughals the services of the bravest warriors. 

 Akbar took steps to create a better understanding of different religions among the subjects; he 

set up a translation bureau to translate works in Sanskrit, Arabic, Greek, etc. into Persian 

Legitimacy to Akbar’s rule 

 He understood that he, for his dynasty to long survive him, must first legitimize his rule, as well 

as establish Mughal military superiority, in the eyes of all of his subjects, including the majority 

Hindu population. 

 Akbar strengthened his rule through the creation of a new ideology for the ruler of Hindustan, 

which was to be sustained by such legitimizing steps as the use of unchanging court ritual to 

solidify his personal relationship with his officials, and the creation of an efficient land revenue 

system and imperial administration. 

 Akbar waged war against the mullahs (experts in Muslim religious matters) for control over 

social and political policy in his empire. 
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 Akbar’s drive to establish his full control over the mullahs demonstrates clearly that one of his 

objectives was to create a multi-cultural state by incorporating Hindus into all levels of 

government. Thus making administration inclusive. 

 The Din-i-Ilahi was Akbar’s ultimate bureaucratic tool in his quest for legitimization. It created a 

loyal inner circle directly under his command. 

 The social reforms earned him much respect and he became one of the most hailed ruler of the 

Mughal empire. 

Conclusion 

Akbar was so successful at creating an efficient method for rule in Hindustan that even after the 

Mughal Empire’s collapse, Mughal rule was still legitimate in the eyes of the peasants. During the 

War of 1857, after which the British government formally took control over the Indian subcontinent, 

a British officer killed off the sons of the last Mughal and exiled the current ruler to Burma, despite 

the fact that these Mughals possessed little to no actual power. 

 

The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

Discuss the major provisions of Poona Pact. Was it a Precursor to affirmative actions 

post-independence? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Ambedkar Jayanti was observed throughout the country to commemorate the memory of B. R. 
Ambedkar yesterday. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the major provisions of Poona Pact and examine in what way it was a Precursor to 
affirmative actions post-independence in the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the coming of Poona pact into action. 
Body: 
In late September 1932, B.R. Ambedkar negotiated the Poona Pact with Mahatma Gandhi in 
Yerwada Central Jail in Poona. Explain the major provisions of the pact. Discuss its significance; 
Recognition of the plight of the depressed class, gave them voice. Then move onto explain in what 
way it was a precursor  to the affirmative actions 
Conclusion: 
The concessions agreed to in the Poona Pact were precursors to the world’s largest affirmative 
programme launched in independent India. Post-Independence, a slew of measures were initiated to 
uplift Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, which included reservation in education and public 
sector jobs and in legislature 
Introduction: 
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The Poona Pact is an agreement between M K Gandhi and B R Ambedkar signed in the Yerwada 

Central Jail, Poona on September 24th, 1932 on behalf of the depressed class for the reservation of 

the electoral seats in the Legislature of the British Government. 

Body: 

 In late September 1932, B.R. Ambedkar negotiated the Poona Pact with Mahatma Gandhi. 

 The background to the Poona Pact was the Communal Award of August 1932, which, among 

other things, reserved 71 seats in the central legislature for the depressed classes. 

 The Award was made by then British PM Ramsay MacDonald on 16 August 1932 to extended 

separate electorate. 

 It aimed to grant separate electorates in British India for the Forward Caste, Lower Caste, 

Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, Europeans and then Untouchables. 

 Gandhi, who was opposed to the Communal Award, saw it as a British attempt to split Hindus, 

and began a fast unto death to have it repealed. 

Major provisions of Poona pact: 

 Reservation of seats: In a settlement negotiated with Gandhi, Ambedkar agreed for depressed 

class candidates to be elected by a joint electorate. 

 Higher representation: On his insistence, slightly over twice as many seats (147) were reserved 

for the depressed classes in the legislature than what had been allotted under the Communal 

Award. 

 Public Services representation opportunity: In addition, the Poona Pact assured a fair 

representation of the depressed classes in the public services while earmarking a portion of the 

educational grant for their uplift. 

 Social acceptance: The Poona Pact was an emphatic acceptance by upper-class Hindus that the 

depressed classes constituted the most discriminated sections of Hindu society. 

 Increased political voice: It was also conceded that something concrete had to be done to give 

them a political voice as well as a leg-up to lift them from backwardness they could not 

otherwise overcome. 

Poona pact and its impact on affirmative action’s post-independence: 

 The Poona Pact emphatically sealed Ambedkar’s leadership of the depressed classes across 

India. 

 He made the entire country, and not just the Congress Party, morally responsible for the uplift of 

the depressed classes. 

 Most of all he succeeded in making the depressed classes a formidable political force for the first 

time in history. 

 The concessions agreed to in the Poona Pact were precursors to the world’s largest affirmative 

programme launched much later in independent India. 

 A slew of measures was initiated later to uplift Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

 Ambedkar as chairman of the drafting committee of Constituent assembly made sure there were 

sufficient safeguards for various vulnerable sections of the society for socio-economic justice. 

 These were in the form of the Fundamental Rights, DPSPs and Fundamental Duties. They had 

protective measures for the SCs, STs and other vulnerable sections of the society. 

Conclusion: 
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The Poona Pact changed the Indian Political history and the destiny of millions of Dalits across the 

country. However, social stigma attached to the caste system still remains in the Indian society. 

Therefore, in order to establish an egalitarian society in true sense, Gandhian Philosophy and 

Ambedkar’s notion of Social Democracy is much more relevant than ever before. 

Who were the Khudai Khidmatgars? analyse the aftermath of the Qissa Khwani Bazaar 

massacre.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express  
Why this question: 
Its 90 years for Peshawar’s Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre. The massacre was perpetrated by British 
soldiers against non-violent protesters of the Khudai Khidmatgar movement on April 23, 1930. 
 Key demand of the question: 
Explain who the Khudai Khidmatgars were and what was the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre; present 
a detailed analysis of its aftermath. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain about who Khudai Khidmatgars were. 
Body: 
To start with, talk about the contributions of Khudai Khidmatgars. a non-violent movement against 
British occupation of the Indian subcontinent. Discuss why did the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre 
happen? What was it. Explain the aftermath of the incident. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of the event in the modern Indian history of the country. 
 

Introduction 

The Khudai Khidmatgar was a non-violent movement against British occupation of the Indian 

subcontinent led by Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a Pashtun freedom fighter, in the North-West Frontier 

Province. 

The volunteers of Khudai Khidmatgar movement were also known as “Surkho Posh” or “Red shirts” 

and it was initially a social reform organization focusing on education and the elimination of blood 

feuds from Pashtun society but turned more political later. 

Body 

Khudai Khidmatgars 

 In 1929, the Khudai Khidmatgars (“Servants of God”) movement, led by Khan Abdul Ghaffar 

Khan, nonviolently mobilized to oppose the British in India’s Northwest Frontier Province. 

 Ghaffar Khan and the Khudai Khidmatgar movement inspired thousands of Pashtuns (also 

called Pathans), who were known as fierce warriors, and others to lay down their arms and 

use civil resistance to challenge British rule.  

 Ghaffar Khan, who is also known as Badshah Khan and the “Frontier Gandhi,” formed the 

world’s first nonviolent army, a force of perhaps 100,000 Pathans who took a solemn oath in 

joining the “Servants of God” movement. 
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 Members of the movement were known as “Red Shirts” because of the red uniforms they 

wore. 

 Initially they set to work organizing village projects and opening schools, but soon they 

became part of the broader Indian Independence movement, accepting without retaliation 

some of the most fierce British repression—mass firings on unarmed crowds, torture, 

personal humiliation, setting homes and fields on fire, and even the destruction of entire 

villages. 

  Inspired by the dissidence of the INC and the charismatic spiritual-political leadership of 

Mahatma Gandhi, the Red Shirts blossomed in 1930 during the civil disobedience 

movement. 

 The British responded to their mobilization by putting the Northwest Frontier Province 

under Martial Law from August 1930 until the following January. 

  Ghaffar Khan was arrested in 1930, for giving a seditious speech. 

Qissa Kwani Bazaar Massacre 

 Abdul Ghaffar Khan and other leaders of the Khudai Khidmatgar were arrested on April 23, 

1930 by British police after he gave a speech at a gathering in the town of Utmanzai in the 

North-West Frontier Province.  

 A respected leader well-known for his non-violent ways, Khan’s arrest spurred protests in 

neighbouring towns, including Peshawar. 

 Protests spilled into the Qissa Khwani Bazaar in Peshawar on the day of Khan’s arrest.  

 British soldiers entered the market area to disperse crowds that had refused to leave. 

  In response, British army vehicles drove into the crowds, killing several protesters and 

bystanders.  

 British soldiers then opened fire on unarmed protestors, killing even more people. 

Aftermath of the massacre 

 The British ramped up the crackdown on Khudai Khidmatgar leaders and members following 

the Qissa Khwani Bazaar massacre.  

 In response, the movement began involving young women in its struggle against the British, 

a decision in line with tactics adopted by revolutionaries across the undivided India. Women 

were able to move undetected with more ease than men. 

 Following the recruitment of women in the movement, the British also engaged in violence, 

brutality and abuse of women members. 

 British also adopted their tactic of sowing divisions on religious grounds in the North-West 

Frontier Province as well, in an attempt to weaken the Khudai Khidmatgar.  

 In a move that surprised the British government, in August 1931, the Khudai Khidmatgar 

aligned themselves with the Congress party, forcing the British to reduce the violence they 

were perpetrated on the movement. 
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 The Khudai Khidmatgar opposed Partition, a stance that many interpreted as the movement 

not being in favour of the creation of the independent nation of Pakistan. 

Conclusion 

 Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was against the partition of India and he was many times targeted for 

being Anti-Muslim and was placed under house arrest from 1948-1954. Post 1947, the Khudai 

Khidmatgar slowly found their political influence decreasing to such an extent that the movement 

and the massacre 90 years ago in the Qissa Khwani Bazaar has been wiped out from collective 

memory. 

Role of women was marginal to the Indian national movement as it miscarried to 

develop right articulation of their social discrimination. critically examine.(250 words) 
Reference: Modern Indian history Spectrum Publications 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the contributions of Women in the Indian national movement and in what 
way the social discriminations faced by them were major hurdles to their contributions. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in what way role of women was marginal to the Indian national movement as it miscarried to 
develop right articulation of their social discrimination. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
To start with, highlight the societal discriminations faced by women during the freedom struggle 
period. Present the Indian Women’s Movement in Historical Perspective. Explain how these social 
discriminations impeded the involvement and participation of women in the movement, quote 
examples to justify. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that however women had a major role to play in the national movement towards the end 
of 18th century owing to the social reforms that our society witnessed. 
Introduction:  

The history of Indian Freedom Struggle would be incomplete without mentioning the contributions 

of women. The sacrifice made by the women of India will occupy the foremost place. They fought 

with true spirit and undaunted courage and faced various tortures, exploitations and hardships to 

earn us freedom. When most of the men freedom fighters were in prison the women came forward 

and took charge of the struggle. The list of great women whose names have gone down in history for 

their dedication and undying devotion to the service of India is a long one. 

Body: 

Reasons for marginal contribution of Women to Indian national movement: 
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Women were not given their rights.  Women were only pushed behind by ill-treatment. It could 

easily happen since only male members were taken their advice in relation to framing of laws. 

Women were denied basic rights like  

 equal matrimonial rights to property 

 rights to widows to remarriage 

 adoption and divorce rights. 

 There was also prevalence of male dominance 

 Child marriage: Small girls in their adolescent age and ridiculously, in some cases, even infants in 

the cradle were married to each other. Early marriage affected the growth and development of 

the children. 

 The practice of female infanticide was common among certain castes and tribes in India, 

especially in the north and north-western states. 

 The major responsibilities of the women were dedicated towards the implementation of 

household responsibilities and they were not allowed to participate in the implementation of 

other tasks and activities, nor were they allowed to express their ideas and viewpoints. 

During the Indian national movement: 

 Although the concept of ‘new woman’ was in the picture, it was only meant to familiarize the 

women with the notions of cleanliness, education etc. it hardly talked about the empowerment 

of women; of securing them a space to voice their views in the society.  

 But the male psyche at that time was not ready to undermine the importance of the so-called 

masculine traits as opposed to the feminine traits or to even bring the two at par with each 

other and hence, prevailed the male dominance. 

 To contain the liberty of the newly liberalized ‘new woman’, the male nationalist leaders came 

up with the construct of the ‘common woman’. The ‘common woman’, as opposed to the ‘new 

woman’, was coarse, promiscuous and vulgar. 

 The common women were the Nautch girls, street-vendors, fisherwomen, washerwomen to cite 

a few. 

 To keep a section of women lower to the men, the nationalist leaders came up with the notion 

of ‘common women’ as opposed to the new women. So that the women would feel 

embarrassed about their variant called the ‘common women’ and in turn will always submit 

themselves to the ‘perfectness’ of the male. 

 The emergence of Gandhi on the political scene in the 1920s as a nationalist leader had a 

tremendous impact on women.  

 His ideas about women’s roles in the nationalist movement were considered revolutionary for 

that period.  

 Though he believed in gender-specific roles, he was very critical of those roles that cloistered 

women in ignorance and affected them adversely like purdah, dowry and the devadasi (temple 

dancers) tradition. 
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Despite these limitations, the contribution of women to Indian Independence movement was 

significant. 

 They were involved in diverse nationalist activities, both within and outside the home.  

 Within the home, they spun and wove khadi, held classes to educate other women and 

contributed significantly to nationalist literature in the form of articles, poems and propaganda 

material. 

 Shelter and nursing care were also provided to nationalist leaders who were in hiding from the 

British authorities.  

 Outside the home, Prabhat Pheris were organised in which women from all castes and classes 

would walk to the local temple singing songs to rouse the nationalist and patriotic feelings of the 

people.  

 They also held meetings and demonstrations, took part in satyagraha, picketed toddy and 

foreign-cloth shops, went to prison and also suffered brutalities at the hands of the British 

police. 

 As a result of being associated with, and participating in the freedom struggle, Indian women 

realized the importance of living life as conscious human beings.  

 A number of women activists also gained prominence were Kamaladevi Ghattopadhyaya, 

Kalpana Dutt, and Madame Bikaji Cama. 

Conclusion: 

So the issues like stereotyping and underestimating women on their role in the nationalist 

movements in an effort to glorify the contributions made by men, make people fall for the farce 

that- “Women had hardly any role to play in the national movements.” 

 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

“The answers to the questions of present are hidden in the experiences of the past”, in 

this context discuss the impacts of coronavirus pandemic in comparison to the great 

depression of 1929.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
 With the novel coronavirus pandemic severely affecting the global economy, some experts have 
begun comparing the current crisis with the Great Depression; the devastating economic decline of 
the 1930s that went on to shape countless world events. The article captures a detailed narration of 
the same. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to present a detailed analysis of the current economic distress that will be of great concern 
in the coming future with that of the great depression of 1929. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question with relevant facts. 
Body: 
To start with, narrate the details of great depression; The Great Depression was a major economic 
crisis that began in the United States in 1929, and went to have a worldwide impact until 
1939.  While the Wall Street crash was triggered by minor events, the extent of the decline was due 
to more deep-rooted factors such as a fall in aggregate demand, misplaced monetary policies, and 
an unintended rise in inventory levels. The havoc caused in the US spread to other countries mainly 
due to the gold standard, which linked most of the world’s currencies by fixed exchange rates. Etc. 
Discuss the impact of it on India, comment on the aspects of Corona crisis and draw a comparison on 
the impact of it on economy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction 

With the novel coronavirus pandemic severely affecting the global economy, experts have begun 

comparing the current crisis with the Great Depression 1929, the devastating economic decline of 

the 1930s that went on to shape countless world events. 

Body 

Events of the Great Depression 1929 

The Great Depression was a major economic crisis that began in the United States in 1929, and went 

to have a worldwide impact until 1939. It began on October 24, 1929, a day that is referred to as 

“Black Thursday”, when a monumental crash occurred at the New York Stock Exchange as stock 

prices fell by 25 per cent. 

 While the Wall Street crash was triggered by minor events, the extent of the decline was due to 

more deep-rooted factors such as a fall in aggregate demand, misplaced monetary policies, and 

an unintended rise in inventory levels. 

 India: The Depression had an important impact on India’s freedom struggle. Due to the global 

crisis, there was a drastic fall in agricultural prices, the mainstay of India’s economy, and a 

severe credit contraction occurred as colonial policymakers refused to devalue the rupee. 

 In the United States, prices and real output fell dramatically. Industrial production fell 47 per 

cent, the wholesale price index by 33 per cent, and real GDP by 30 per cent. 

 The havoc caused in the US spread to other countries mainly due to the gold standard, which 

linked most of the world’s currencies by fixed exchange rates. 

 In almost every country of the world, there were massive job losses, deflation, and a drastic 

contraction in output. 

 Unemployment in the US increased from 3.2 per cent to 24.9 per cent between 1929 and 1933. 

In the UK, it rose from 7.2 per cent to 4 per cent between 1929 and 1932. 

 The Depression caused extreme human suffering, and many political upheavals took place 

around the world. 

 In Europe, economic stagnation that the Depression caused is believed to be the principal reason 

behind the rise of fascism, and consequently the Second World War. 
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 It had a profound impact on institutions and policymaking globally, and led to the gold standard 

being abandoned. 

Impact of Covid-19 on the world economy 

IMF has said that the COVID–19 pandemic has pushed the world into a recession. For 2020 it will be 

worse than the global financial crisis. The economic damage is mounting across all countries, 

tracking the sharp rise in new infections and containment measures put in place by governments. 

 The economic consequences of the pandemic are already impacting the United States with 

unprecedented speed and severity. 

 In the last two weeks in March almost 10 million people in USA applied for unemployment 

 The latest indices from purchasing manager surveys (PMIs) are pointing to sharp slowdowns in 

manufacturing output in many countries, reflecting drops in external demand and growing 

expectations of declining domestic demand. 

 Economic Shock: A classic transmission of exogenous shocks to the real economy is via financial 

markets (and more broadly financial conditions) — they become part of the problem. As markets 

fall and household wealth contracts, household savings rates move up and thus consumption 

must fall. 

 As the virus shuts down production and disables critical components of supply chains, gaps turn 

into problems, production could halt, furloughs and layoffs could occur. For eg, many Indians on 

H1-B visas are already stranded in the US, with recession there will be mass layoffs. 

 Covid-19 appears to be a potentially potent direct hit on confidence, keeping consumers at 

home, weary of discretionary spending, and perhaps pessimistic about the longer term. This will 

lead to acute slowdown in the economic investments, household consumption and thereby 

decreasing overall demand. 

The above factors and consequences of the current slowdown shows a similar and more worrying 

trend than that of the Great Depression. 

Impact on Indian economy 

The impact of the pandemic came at a time when the economy was just at the turn of a recovery, 

but Covid-19 now “hangs over the future, like a spectre,” as per the RBI. 

 The impact on India is felt through supply chain disruptions from China as well as regional 

players, who in turn are net importers from China. 

 India’s annual trade with China is ~$90 billion–India imports goods worth $75 billion and exports 

goods worth $15 billion. 

 These include ‘electrical and telecom machinery,’ ‘organic chemicals,’ ‘nuclear reactors,’ 

‘plastics’ and ‘pharmaceuticals.’ The first four of these five groups also make up India’s top 

imports in 2019 fiscal year. 

 On account of factory closures in China, supply chains would get disrupted and this could result 

in shortages, especially of electronic goods and medicines. 

 A key supplier of generic drugs to the global market, Indian companies procure almost 70 

percent of their active pharmaceutical ingredients for their medicines from China. 
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 Trade deficit prints may be lower for the next couple of months. We may see the price of 

consumer durables inch higher. This would drive core inflation higher, which is showing signs of 

bottoming out. 

 This, in turn, could make it more difficult for the MPC to provide further monetary policy 

stimulus. January’s core inflation print came in at 4.2 percent compared to December’s 3.8 

percent. 

o RBI cut Repo rate by 75bps making it 4.4%. 

 Fall in global crude prices on account of an anticipated slowdown in demand would also result in 

a lower import bill. The sectors that are likely to be impacted on the export front are diamonds, 

leather and petrochemicals 

 Imports are likely to contract more than exports and therefore, from a current account 

perspective, the outbreak could actually be rupee-supportive. 

 Offshore fundraising by Indian corporates is also likely to slow down, as raising money onshore 

has become cheaper after the LTRO announcement by the RBI 

 The retail mobile trade, for instance, is almost entirely dependent upon China. While every 

month, old models of mobile phones would see a drop in prices as new models are supplied, in 

the current month, no such drop in prices has taken place and the supply of goods is being 

rationed by companies 

 The toy market sees nearly 80% of its demand met by products made in China, while only 20% is 

met by Indian manufacturers. 

 The travel and tourism sector will be affected badly. Several overseas airlines have stopped 

flights to China and international hotel chains have also been offering refunds. Most of the 

Chinese citizens are avid travelers, hence the tourism in other countries might feel the ripple 

effect. 

Conclusion 

To overcome this pandemic, we need a global, coordinated health and economic policy effort. For 

India, the finance ministry announced a Rs 1.7lakh crore stimulus to help the economy tide over the 

crisis. The stimulus includes food security measures and direct cash transfers targeted at lower 

income groups. The efforts must be concerted globally, so that the most vulnerable do not further 

grapple under poverty and hunger as was seen during the Great Depression and the global financial 

crisis. 
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Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

With their distinctive issues and vulnerability, people with disabilities need much more 

upkeep than the rest of the population in the face of a pandemic. Comment.(250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu  
Why this question: 
The article brings out the Issues faced by people with disabilities during the pandemic. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the vulnerability of people with special needs amidst the pandemic and need to provision for 
special treatment to them. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the question using some facts to justify it. 
Body: 
To start with, India is home to nearly 150 million people with some degree of disability. Nearly 25-30 
million have severe disability. Most of the people live as part of their families and are dependent on a 
take care for their daily essential needs. Discuss the Unique challenges faced by people with 
disabilities. Highlight the concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions and suggest that there is the need for a humane response with affirmative 
action for people with disabilities. 
Introduction: 

India is home to nearly 150 million people with some degree of disability. Nearly 25-30 million have 

severe disability. Most of them live as part of their families and depend on a carer. This adds to 

another 25-30 million carers. People with disability have special issues in a situation like the spread 

of the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2). People with disability are a diverse group, experiencing 

different hardships in accessing information on prevention and risk of infection. 

Body: 

Nobody is addressing the special needs of people with disabilities and making efforts at reaching out 

to them. We would fail as a human race if we don’t show a humane response in an equitable 

manner with affirmative action for people with disabilities. 

Issues faced by the people with disabilities during the pandemic: 

 People with visual impairment and blindness: 

 They depend upon touch for most of their daily activities. 

 They need to hold the hand of an escort to move around. 

 They cannot read the messages that the rest of the population can see. 

 They cannot practice social distancing unless there are innovative approaches like keeping a 

safe distance using a white cane. 

 Hearing impaired: 
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 For the hearing impaired, especially those who are not literate, they cannot hear the 

message or read it. 

 Since many depend on lip-reading, they are compromised when the person giving a 

message is wearing a mask. 

 None of the messages in the media is using sign language interpreters. The physically 

disabled cannot reach a wash basin or may not be able to wash their hands vigorously. 

 Mental health issues: 

 People with mental health issues cannot comprehend the messages. 

 Children and adolescents with conditions like cerebral palsy or Down’s Syndrome need to 

be assisted in feeding. 

 people with disabilities have a higher risk of conditions such as diabetes and hypertension 

which are high-risk factors for COVID-19 mortality. 

 People with communication disabilities don’t know how to express their problems.  

 Other challenges faced: 

 They may not be eating properly and may experience higher stress because they are unable 

to understand what is happening all around them on which they have no control. 

 Women with disability have additional issues. They are vulnerable to exploitation and even 

more so during a pandemic. 

 Many of them have children without disability and are highly stressed as to how they can 

care for their children and family members because they are not supported to care for 

them. 

 Routine health needs that they have are also not provided as health centres or 

transportation facilities are not accessible. 

Measures that can be taken: 

 By Government: 

 India has signed up to achieving sustainable development goals of which cornerstone is 

universal access to health and education and equity. 

 The government and the organisations working with people with disabilities have to make 

efforts to convert prevention and care messages on COVID into an accessible format. 

 Health facilities should prioritise the needs of people with disabilities over the rest of the 

population. 

 Decreasing waiting time in hospitals for them will reduce contact with other asymptomatic 

carriers of the novel coronavirus or frank cases. 

 Their medicine needs have to be provided for. 

 Mobile health teams can provide them services at home rather than they travel to 

hospitals. 
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 A dedicated helpline can be set up for this so that the medical team can reach them. 

 They need to be assured of supplies of soap or sanitisers and tissues. 

 By Civil Society Organizations: 

 Technology-savvy professionals can help to make information available in an accessible 

format for people with disabilities. 

 Students with disabilities also need to be provided support so that they can keep up 

academically. 

 So the online teaching programmes for them should also be available in an accessible 

format. 

 Civil society should volunteer their time to provide this sort of support. 

 Since many of them will not be able to access professional carers during a lockdown, civil 

society volunteers should help. 

 Even for supporting cooking and other self-care activities volunteers should step in. 

 Inclusive society is the need of the hour. 

Conclusion: 

A country’s development is measured by its social support and inclusive policies. We need to set 

high standards and not succumb to the ‘might is right’ philosophy and abandon people with 

disability in this crisis. 

 

Role of women and women’s organization 

Amidst the coronavirus confinement, women are at high risk not only from the 

perspective of the disease but mainly with respect to domestic violence. Critically 

analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article explains how as the lock-downs impose stricter control on one’s mobility, they put women 
in abusive relationships at extremely high risk of damage from physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 
Key demand of the question: 
One should present the case of domestic violence- physical, sexual and emotional abuse that women 
face along with the risk of getting exposed to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Directive: 
Criticallyanalyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and 
give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Briefly state the necessary facts/data to establish the context of the question. India reported double 
the usual number of domestic abuse cases in the first week of nationwide movement restrictions, 
according to the country’s National Commission for Women. 
Body: 
First discuss the possible factors owing to which Lockdowns around the world have brought rise in 
domestic violence – 
Increased abuse is a pattern repeated in many emergencies, whether conflict, economic crisis or 
during disease outbreaks, although the quarantine rules pose a particularly grave challenge. 
According to our statistics, 90% of the causes of violence [in this period] are related to the Covid-19 
epidemic. 
Channels of communication are closed, thus the situation worsens. Etc. 
Discuss what needs to be done 
Helplines to remain open, assault victim shelters to serve amidst the lockdown. For ex. Police in 
India’s Uttar Pradesh state, which has one of the worst track records on violence against women in 
the country, have launched a new domestic violence helpline as cases surge. 
Setting up emergency warning systems in pharmacies and groceries, and for safe ways “for women 
to seek support, without alerting their abusers.” Etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to recognise the urgency of the issue and work to resolve it as a coordinated 
effort between govt., citizens and other NGO’s and socieities. 
Introduction 

As the COVID-19 pandemic sweeps through the globe leaving behind a trail of destruction, most 

countries are implementing different versions of lockdowns to facilitate social and physical 

distancing. The basic assumption underlying almost all these policy decisions during a crisis like this 

is that the effect of the pandemic is gender neutral. 

As the lockdowns impose stricter control on one’s mobility, they put women in abusive relationships 

at extremely high risk of damage from physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

Body 

Why Women are more at risk? 

 Domestic burden: Women are already burdened with three times more unpaid care work than 

men. During lockdowns the burden increases manifold. 

 Women Health workers: At a first glance, 67 per cent of the world’s healthcare workers are 

women, they are naturally more prone to infection. 

 Abuse: As government directives close schools, colleges, universities globally and the workforce 

largely switches over to working from home, women and girls are left more vulnerable to sexual 

exploitation and abuse. 

o Eg: WHO reported that as more and more countries have entered lockdown, globally 

there is an alarming upshot in domestic violence related distress calls to support 

helplines and response shelters. 

 In India, the National Commission of Women has recorded 291 complaints of domestic violence 

in March and is now only receiving complaints via email. 
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 With curtailed mobility and a police force that is more than apathetic towards gender-based 

violence, women are losing even the avenues that could have saved them from abuse, and in 

extreme cases, death. 

 Under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), police are not the first 

responder for women who experience domestic violence. The counselling centres are supposed 

to reach out to the complainants. During the lockdown the closure of these services can be 

lethal for women who need them. 

Measures to be taken 

 It is critical that governments utilize a human rights and intersectional based approach to ensure 

that everyone, including the most marginalized, has access to necessary information, support 

systems and resources during the current crisis. 

 The state governments need to declare helplines as “essential services” that should remain 

open during lockdowns. Eg Emergency helpline number like 112 must cater to domestic violence 

cases as well. 

 Disseminate information about gender-based violence and publicise resources and services 

available. 

 One stop Sakhi Centers, Swadar Greh Scheme among others must be operational at all times. 

 Encourage the equitable sharing of domestic tasks at home. 

 Ensure women’s timely access to necessary and comprehensive sexual and reproductive health 

services during the crisis, such as maternal health services, safe abortion etc. 

Conclusion 

As the steps to contain the transmission of the virus might require more stretches of isolation and 

confinement for the public, the government at the Centre and state levels need to address the 

upsurge in domestic violence immediately. For a lot of women, home is not the safe haven as 

normally believed. Their lives depend on the emergency response systems remaining functional. 

Explain the social constraints in bringing about gender equality in Indian society.(250 

words) 
Reference: undp.org 

Introduction: 

Gender equality is when women and men enjoy the same rights and opportunities across all sectors 

of society, including economic participation and decision-making, and when the different 

behaviours, aspirations and needs of women and men are equally valued and favoured. 

Body: 

The UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index shows a telling tale of widespread gender discrimination 

globally and in India. This index measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality in areas like 

politics, work, and education, and contains data from 75 countries, covering over 80 percent of the 

world’s population. The highlights provide clues to the “glass ceiling”. 

 Over 40% feel that men make better business executives and that men have more right to a job 

when jobs are scarce. 

 Less than 6% of CEOs in S&P 500 companies are women; while women work more hours than 

men, this work is more likely to be unpaid care work. 
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Social constraints leading to gender inequality: 

 The unequal treatment of women by religion has exerted a very strong influence on every 

society’s gender norms. 

 All the key functions of organized religion, such as conducting religious ceremonies and heading 

the religious hierarchy, are reserved for men. No organized religion treats women equal to men. 

 Countries where the majority of inhabitants have no religious affiliation display the lowest levels 

of gender inequality, and countries with the highest levels of gender inequality are those with 

high levels of religious affiliation. 

 For millions of years, except in few matriarchal societies, the man has always been considered 

the head of the family. The provider-role he played was always seen superior to the nurturer-

role that women played in a family. The man’s decision was always the final word. Gender parity 

was not a norm in families across societies. 

 Marriages in which the woman earned more were less likely in the first place and more likely to 

end in divorce. 

 Women who out-earned their husbands were more likely to seek jobs beneath their potential 

and do significantly more housework and child care than their husbands, perhaps to make their 

husbands feel less threatened. The norms in our families’ act as a huge deterrent to achieving 

gender parity. 

 Stereotypical thinking and Patriarchal mindset is the biggest challenge. 

 Declining child sex ratio (CSR), the practice of gender-biased sex selection, and child marriage. 

 Domestic violence against women is also high. 

 Women being exposed to violence by their partners 

 Judicial remedies or police reforms, though absolutely necessary, are mostly curative, rather 

than being preventive. 

 Benefits like maternity leave or related facilities will not be accessible to her in the informal 

sector 

Measures needed: 

 We cannot achieve gender parity if religion, one of the strongest forces in most societies, 

continues to turn its back on women. 

 The agenda of creating a planet 50-50 cannot come true if religion, religious leaders, and faith 

actors remain outside the conversation. 

 Need to create avenues and opportunity with conscious effort for empowering women rather 

than giving freebies. 

 Gender Neutral laws. 

 Implementation to full potential of laws is the key. 

 Infrastructure to be put in place and proper efforts to go ahead. 

 Favouring women gives rise to inequality in society so even men should be given avenues. 

 Article 15 should be considered and positive discrimination should be there wherever needed. 

Conclusion: 

Achieving gender parity is not about organizing awareness programmes and pasting a few posters in 

offices. It is all about fundamentally altering beliefs upheld by the two strongest institutions of any 

society: the family and religion. To bridge the power gaps between men and women SDG Goal 5 i.e. 

eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against women in the public and private spheres 
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and to undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources and access to 

ownership of property, must become a priority for all nations. 

Do you agree with the view that women possess inherent qualities that make them 

better crisis managers? Give reasons in support of your arguments.(250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times  

Introduction: 

Women comprise the majority of frontline healthcare workers globally, meaning that female 

representation is vital in tackling the coronavirus crisis. 70% of the world’s healthcare staff are made 

up of women, but only 25% of global leaders are female. Without women in these positions, 

women’s issues could fail to be addressed throughout the crisis. As the world battles the pandemic, 

it cannot be a coincidence that countries headed by women — Taiwan, Germany, New Zealand — 

are doing comparatively well. 

Body: 

Instances in COVID-19 Crisis where women have led: 

 In Taiwan, President Tsai Ing-Wen’s early intervention, including screening passengers from 

Wuhan, limited the outbreak to 393 infections and six deaths. 

 Angela Merkel’s Germany has witnessed a high rate of infections, but relatively low deaths. 

 New Zealand’s Jacinda Arden’s insistence on a four-week lockdown has resulted in 1,300 cases 

and nine deaths. 

 Four Nordic countries, Denmark, Norway, Finland and Iceland, all led by women, have done well 

in containing the virus, writes academic Leta Hong Fincher for CNN. 

Women are better crisis-managers: 

 With low representation in public life, women often have to be better than men to make it to 

the table in the first place. 

 The disease impacts everyone but gender inequities that existed before the pandemic have now 

been “exacerbated”, says a United Nations Women report on the first 100 days of the pandemic. 

 Worldwide, 70% of health care staff is women — often in jobs that are underpaid and 

overworked. 

 In some Indian districts, accredited social health activists and anganwadi workers are going door-

to-door to provide nutrition. 

 women comprise the bulk of the world’s frontline health workers, shouldering the burden of 

strenuous work, while increasing their own risk of infection. 

 With the novel coronavirus, women have played a central role: take China, where 90 percent of 

the nurses and nearly half the doctors are female. 

Challenges faced by women: 

 With more than 465,900 cases and over 21,000 deaths worldwide at the time of writing, the 

stakes are too high to disregard women’s voices. 

 It is women who now deal with the additional burden of care work. 

 It is women who face job losses in sectors where they are overrepresented: Tourism, textile and 

garments, and the informal economy. 

 And it is women who face a surge in domestic violence under the extended lockdown. 
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 Times of crises can exacerbate gender inequalities, like access to paid work, or leave women 

vulnerable to poorer health outcomes, like during the 2014 Ebola outbreak where resources 

diverted from obstetrics care contributed to a spike in maternal deaths. 

 The 2020 Global Health 50/50 report, which evaluates gender parity in global health 

organizations, shows that decision-making bodies are still predominately male, and if current 

trends persist, gender parity at the CEO level is still 40 years away. 

Way forward: 

 As the virus continues to spread, governments, research labs and health facilities should commit 

to ensuring that women in leadership is not the exception, but the norm. 

 Collecting sex-disaggregated data must also be prioritized so we can better understand the 

unique impact women as compared to men. 

 we must build the systems to support women’s leadership in global health before the next 

disaster strikes. 

 We can do this by equipping women with the skills, training and opportunities to rise to the top, 

and advocating for systemic changes – like closing the pay gap – to change the face of global 

health leadership. 

Conclusion: 

Solving health emergencies like COVID-19 demands the best minds the world has to offer – in health 

systems strengthening, therapeutic R&D and more. We know diverse teams lead to more 

innovation, and neglecting half the talent pool limits our ability to make life-saving choices. As new 

COVID-19 cases emerge daily, we have no time to lose. Prioritizing women’s voices in the response 

will set us up for a more equitable, healthier future while saving lives today. 

 

Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.  

Critically analyse the hardship faced by the migrant laborers in the light of the 

lockdown owing to COVID-19 scare.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article brings out the hardship faced by the migrant laborers in the light of the lockdown. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must present a detailed analysis of hardship faced by the migrant laborers in the light of the 
lockdown. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The lockdown measures have been in place to slow down the spread of SARS-CoV-2. The measures 
taken to address the public health challenge have also led to a humanitarian crisis for many among 
the poorer segments of India’s urban population. The most affected section due to the lockdown has 
been the inter-State migrant worker community. 
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Body: 
State first the reasons of vulnerability of migrant workers. 
 They largely dependent upon casual and daily wage labour and unorganized retail. Lockdown would 
severely affect their livelihood opportunities. 
Lack of hygiene and sanitation facilities makes this section highly vulnerable to such epidemics. 
They are generally the primary breadwinners, and the survival of their families back home is entirely 
dependent on them. 
Discuss the lacunae in the role played by the govt. in dealing with migrant workers. 
Suggest solutions to address the above issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Thousands of migrant labourers have headed home on foot after national lockdown, which has 

created an acute shortage of labourers in major agrarian states. The inter-State migrant worker 

community, thousands of these migrant labourers have been leaving cities, even on foot, for their 

towns in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and elsewhere. 

Body: 

Hardship faced by migrant labourers: 

 The migrant workers are largely dependent upon casual and daily wage labour and unorganized 

retail. 

 The lockdown would severely affect their livelihood opportunities. 

 Citing the uncertainty of employment, and therefore of money and resources, these migrant 

labourers sought the comfort of the social net in their towns and wanted to return back. 

 Most of the migrant workers live in cramped spaces where it would be difficult to maintain 

physical distancing. 

 The lack of hygiene and sanitation facilities makes this section highly vulnerable to such 

epidemics. 

 An analysis of the migration trend shows that a major portion of the rural-urban migration 

constitutes the migration of men to cities in search of better employment opportunities. 

 They are generally the primary breadwinners, and the survival of their families back home is 

entirely dependent on these migrant labourers. The anxiety of being affected by the virus drove 

many to return to their families. 

Issues faced by migrant lockdown due to Government lockdown: 

 The Central government announced the lockdown with just a four-hour notice, making it even 

harder for the migrant labourers to figure out ways to face the challenge of a lockdown. 

 The lockdown has a disproportionate impact on the socioeconomic conditions of the poor and 

unorganized sector. 

 The lack of social security among the poor makes it difficult for them to practice social 

distancing. They are mostly dependent upon daily and even hourly wage earnings. The lockdown 

would lead to an income security challenge to them. 

 There have been suggestions that given the prior warnings of COVID-19, the situation could have 

been handled much better. There have been concerns that the decision was arbitrary, 

unplanned and ill-prepared. 
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 The lockdown was not accompanied by practical and necessary relief measures. 

 The movement of the labourers towards their hometowns was not aided by the government. 

 There have been some sections which have argued that if the government was willing to 

evacuate Indians from other countries, why similar intent is not being shown to make sure that 

the poor migrant labourers reach their hometown. 

However, the Government’s measures were necessary: 

 The need for a very short notice before lockdown was considered essential given the fact that a 

larger time lag would lead to large scale movement of people and make it difficult to contain the 

spread of the epidemic. 

 The decision for a lockdown at the earliest was considered necessary given the examples of 

other countries like Italy and Spain where a delay in lockdown had substantially increased the 

number of cases. The intention was to announce the lockdown and then taken necessary actions 

for easing the pressure on the citizenry. 

 The first priority during such a crisis has to be tackling the health challenge, which can be 

followed by other measures. The economic package by the government in the form of the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana was directed at easing the pressure on the vulnerable. 

 Given the daunting scale of tracking that would be required if the migration was allowed, the 

government chose not to allow migration of the labourers to their hometowns. The possible 

spread of the virus in the rural hinterlands would be beyond the carrying capacity of the Indian 

health system. 

Measures needed: 

 The proposed quarantine camps must be well equipped with sufficient supplies of essential 

items for all. 

 Governments must use schools and college hostels for the migrants to stay and also utilize the 

Public Distribution System to provide food. 

 Governments must show resolve, commitment, and compassion to deal with the migrant crisis. 

 Civil society must come forward and support the most vulnerable. 

 For the migrants already enroute to their places, there should be proper screening en route and 

they should be informed of the practical health protocols to be practiced during the first 14 

days. 

 These migrants need to be put under observation, further screening, isolation, testing, and 

quarantine where required. 

 The affected families also have to be given minimum guarantees of food, health, and some 

income by the government during the lockdown. 

Way forward: 
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Examine how India’s poor are likely to tremendously bear the burden of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the measures being taken to limit its spread. Suggest measures to 

decrease this impact.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author of the article highlights the higher impact of the pandemic on the poor and calls for 
increased governmental measures to reduce the vulnerability of the poor. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in what way the outbreak mostly hits the poor of the country the most and then discuss what 
steps need to be taken to overcome the situation and address the grave concerns involved. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain why it’s always the poor who are most vulnerable. 
Body: 
To start with, quote the facts of the current situation. Discuss the hardship that the poor get exposed 
to owing to such a situation; explain the measures that need to be taken to resolve the situation. 
Explain the concerns over the fact that the official strategy to fight the virus places the major 
responsibility on citizens, of whom a majority are poor without access to basic amenities. Explain 
what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has lashed India with severity, it will affect Indian middle class along with 

India’s impoverished people India’s impoverished millions are likely to overwhelmingly bear the 

brunt of the suffering which will ensue. The irony is that a pandemic has been brought into India by 

people who can afford plane tickets, but while they will buy private health services, the virus will 

devastate the poor who they infect and who have little access to health care. 

Body: 

Reasons why the India’s poor will be tremendously affected: 

 Government help insufficient: 

 The lockdown has thrown the millions of informal workers and destitute people, circular 

migrants, estimated at 100 million into joblessness. 

 The crisis of hunger is even more dire for older people without caregivers, and persons 

with disability. 

 It is difficult to survive on just two days’ salary and 5 kg grain a month, with no health 

insurance. 

 Low investment in public health: 

 India’s investments in public health are among the lowest in the world, and most cities 

lack any kind of public primary health services. 

 A Jan Swasthya Abhiyan estimate is that a district hospital serving a population of two 

million may have to serve 20,000 patients, but they are bereft of the beds, personnel 

and resources to do this. Few have a single ventilator. 

 The poor left with meagre services: 

 India’s rich and middle-classes have opted out of public health completely, leaving the 

poor with unconscionably meagre services. 

 State’s unpreparedness: 

 The visuals of thousands of migrants, suddenly left with no food and work, walking to 

their homes hundreds of miles away, dodging the police, showed clearly that the 

lockdown is ineffective. 

 The state did too little in the months it got before the pandemic reached India for 

expanding greatly its health infrastructure for testing and treatment. 

 This includes planning operations for food and work; security for the poor; for safe 

transportation of the poor to their homes; and for special protection for the aged, the 

disabled, children without care and the destitute. 

 Most of the official strategies place the responsibility on the citizen, rather than the 

state, to fight the pandemic. 

Measures needed: 

 Social welfare: For two months, every household in the informal economy, rural and urban, 

should be given the equivalent of 25 days’ minimum wages a month until the lockdown 

continues, and for two months beyond this. 
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 Pensions must be doubled and home-delivered in cash. 

 There should be free water tankers supplying water in slum shanties throughout the working 

days. 

 Governments must double PDS entitlements, which includes protein-rich pulses, and distribute 

these free at doorsteps. 

 For homeless children and adults, and single migrants, it is urgent to supply cooked food to all 

who seek it, and to deliver packed food to the aged and the disabled in their homes using the 

services of community youth volunteers. 

 To ensure jails are safer, all prison undertrial prisoners, except those charged with the gravest 

crimes, should be released. Likewise, all those convicted for petty crimes. 

 All residents of beggars’ homes, women’s rescue centres and detention centres should be freed 

forthwith. 

Way forward: 

 Commit 3% of GDP on health: India must immediately commit 3% of its GDP for public spending 

on health services, with the focus on free and universal primary and secondary health care. 

 Nationalize private healthcare: Since the need is immediate, authorities should follow the 

example of Spain and New Zealand and nationalize private health care. 

 An ordinance should be passed immediately that no patient should be turned away or charged in 

any private hospital for diagnosis or treatment of symptoms which could be of COVID-19. 

In the middle of COVID-19 adversity lays a massive opportunity for India to reboot its 

rural landscape. Do you agree? Analyse.(250 words) 
Reference: Business World 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the pandemic facing the world and in one has to analyse if India can reboot its 
rural landscape. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain how and why in the middle of COVID-19 adversity lays a massive opportunity for India to 
reboot its rural landscape. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
 Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question, quote facts to highlight how the COVID outbreak has hit 
the urban centres badly. 
Body: 
To start with, explain the key services that rural regions in the country provide. Take hints from the 
article and explain in what ways India can boost its rural economy, Incentivize Rural Manufacturing 
and services sector, De-clutter the Mega Cities and incentivize migration into Smart Cities, focus on 
reskilling and up skilling etc. Discuss why India should focus on rural India amidst such adversities. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a futuristic and positive opinion. 
 

Introduction: 

India is a country of more than a billion people; the poverty levels in many areas are also high; and 

many of the cities, such as Mumbai and Kolkata, are extraordinarily dense. Since people who live in 
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India often travel between different states for work, the lockdown also left hundreds of thousands 

of migrant workers stranded; many of them are trying to return home on foot. 

Body: 

Reasons why there is a massive opportunity in Rural areas: 

 India can leverage a whopping 65% of its population even in the peak of its lockdown because 

the rural India is largely insulated from the virus, well, with some exceptions like Up, Bihar, parts 

of Maharashtra and Kerala. 

 National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data shows that more than one-fifth of rural households 

with self-employment in agriculture sector have income less than the poverty line which is one 

of the prime reasons why the people migrate to semi/urban India. 

 Agriculture labour productivity viz., gross value added (GVA) in India is less than a third of that in 

China and 1% of that of that in USA. 

 Livestock sector, which contributed around 4% to India’s gross domestic product (GDP) in 2018-

19, is particularly critical. 

 India has a mixed crop livestock farming system, where livestock become an important 

secondary source of income. Small and marginal farmers have high dependence on the livestock 

sector. Hence, boosting livestock sector will have a significant impact in improving rural incomes. 

 The manufacturing sector in rural India contributes 18% to rural output, but employs only 8% of 

the rural workforce. The rural workforce finds it difficult to get absorbed in the manufacturing 

sector. This is where skill development programmes in rural areas will play an important role. 

 The services sector contributes to about 27% to rural output, as against 55% to India’s GDP. A 

strong push to sectors like food processing, warehousing and logistics will hugely benefit farmer 

incomes, reduce the wastage of perishable commodities and provide employment to rural 

workers. 

Measures needed to reboot rural landscape of India: 

Boost Rural economy: 

 Improving the Agri related incomes and throughput would ensure more food availability and 

lessen the starvation. 

 Increase in productivity and through put from the above sectors would also ensure a 

considerable decline in the food inflation 

 Food inflation in India is amongst the highest in the across all developing nations. Controlling this 

would help both urban and rural India. 

 Government can provide surplus power and water to the farmers and plan to ensure a bountiful 

harvest this season. 

Incentivize Rural Manufacturing and services sector 

 Improvement in employment in the manufacturing and services sectors are considered critical in 

improving rural income because these sectors pay more. 

 With significant investments in manufacturing already made in rural India, India should leverage 

on these facilities. 

 It is important however to ensure that the capacities of these facilities be altered to produce 

things India needs. 

De-clutter the Mega Cities and incentivize migration into Smart Cities: 
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 The lockdown has forced businesses to let employees operate from home. This is going to help 

most businesses pivot the way they do business and engage with employees. 

 Each business is going to attain a certain efficiency in this phase and improving on the 

engagement could mean businesses re-looking at the office space and infrastructure needed and 

the number of staff they need physically in the mega metros. 

 This phase could also let businesses evaluate the need for them to operate in the geographies 

they operate in. 

Re-skilling and Upskilling: 

 One thing CoVid is doing is that it is re-defining how classes are conducted. 

 There are so many universities and coaching classes taking on-line classes already. 

 It wouldn’t be a farfetched idea to use the online classes to re-skill and upskill the huge number 

of unskilled, semi-skilled people to leverage the demographic dividend better. 

 With so many platforms offering training in coding and big data and with so much data centricity 

happening in every sector, it is imperative that India develops the talent pool that is employable 

in the new world. 

 It would benefit everyone If the skill development ministry can formalize this make-shift 

adoption of digital to impart training and recognize and offer certifications. 

Conclusion: 

This adversity has brought upon us the urgency of a paradigm shift. There are many other things that 

could be accomplished but while the urban India is staying safe by shutting itself and healing, the 

above steps could ensure that the rural India could make up for the drop and also help India Inc 

pivot and start a new decade with new growth engines. 

Discuss the factors responsible for increasing marginalization of the elderly owing to the 

digital literacy. What needs to be done to overcome the challenge?(250 words) 
Reference:  Economic Times 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the sufferings of elderly around the ongoing pandemic. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question aims to analyse the marginalization of the elderly owing to lack of digital literacy. The 
answer must discuss the factors responsible and suggest solutions to overcome the same. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly bring out the context of the question. 
Body: 
To start with, present some facts such as – 74.9 per cent digitally illiterate, suggest that lack of 
computer skills and digital illiteracy is affecting their life in old age adversely. 
According to the Agewell Foundation Survey, approximately 85.8 per cent respondents were found to 
be digitally and computer illiterate, out of which 76.5 per cent were elderly men and 95 per cent were 
elderly women. 
Quote the factors responsible ,such as-  ever-widening generation gap between the young and the 
old, lack of facilities to learn, inability of older family members to understand the modern digital 
language of communication etc. 
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Conclusion: 
Suggest what needs to be done to overcome these challenges, suggest policies and programs of the 
govt. in this direction. 
 

Introduction: 

Digital literacy allows people to access information and services, collaborate, and navigate socio-

cultural networks. In fact, the definition of literacy today must include the ability to access and act 

upon resources and information found online. 

However, with rapid changes in the technology and digitization by the day, many of the aged and 

senior citizens are finding it challenging to cope up. Elderly people are increasingly getting 

marginalised due to digital illiteracy, a new survey has revealed. 

According to the Agewell Foundation Survey, approximately 85.8 per cent respondents were found 

to be digitally and computer illiterate, out of which 76.5 per cent were elderly men and 95 per cent 

were elderly women. 

Body: 

The challenges increasing Digitization and increasing e-governance has posed on the elderly are: 

 Digital Illiteracy: 

 With Digital India as one of the flagship programs of the government, most of the 

services from online payment of utility bills to pension to PDS to Banking to Insurance 

has gone digital. Digital illiteracy is a bane to the elderly who find it difficult to use the 

facilities. 

 Digital Divide: 

 It increases the “ever-widening generation gap” between the younger and older 

generations. This is seen in the form of accessibility, affordability to the digital 

devices and digi-world. 

 4 per cent digitally illiterate respondents claimed that they consider themselves as 

marginalized and under- privileged lot of society in new settings, which is governed by 

modern IT and internet. 

 Poverty: 

 Instances in Jharkand where elderly couldn’t receive their PDS grains due to failure of 

Aadhar Verification because of missing finger-prints of senior citizens. 

 Almost 70% of women are part of the unconnected population in the country. 

 The gap between the haves and the have-nots is persistent and becoming increasingly 

problematic. 

 Recent natural disasters have shown that being disconnected has devastating 

consequences for the elderly and their families. 

 Trust Deficit and Fear: 
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 Many older persons live in fear. It is doubled in case of using computer and digital 

devices due to perceived complications, cyber threats, loss of hard-earned money etc. 

 They feel that there is no reason to use the mobile Internet. This is a generation that has 

not grown with mobile technology and is usually aversed to new technical skills. 

 Reducing personal ties: 

 A whopping 85 per cent rued lack of communication with younger members of their 

families, due to their “more demanding lifestyle and inability of older family members to 

understand the modern digital language of communication 

 A lot of older people feel, in the digital age, that they are not relevant or included. 

Positives of Digitization for elderly citizens: 

 Participation: It has enabled them to participate in the economy, earn by offering consultations 

from their life experience and wisdom, which is extremely valuable for us to progress as a 

society. Perspectives, guidance and mentoring from the elderly we believe, need to be 

integrated deeply into what’s taught in schools and colleges. 

 Connection: Enables them to restore connections to their family members who are separated 

geographically or have travel constraints. 

 Information: Enables them to use the internet, gain information on their body, health 

conditions, find people who have answers to their questions and start conversations online. 

 Inclusion: Can reap the benefits of Government schemes like pension, banking, e- living 

certificates, direct transfer of pensions to accounts etc. 

Way forward: 

 Provision of Customer service centers at the rural areas for digital assistance of the aged. 

 Digital financial literacy will help in financial inclusion, which is abysmally low among aged 

women. 

 Digital literacy among the elderly would help the population in getting government benefits on 

financial inclusion schemes, chatting with friends and relatives, internet banking, online payment 

of utility bills, getting gainful engagement, online entertainment, among others. 

 Encouraging digital inclusion is not only about being socially conscious, but it also means being 

profitable. There is a need for tailor-made products specifically to the needs of the senior 

citizens 

 They will have more opportunities to communicate with family, access public services, and 

receive the latest safety information during a crisis. 

 We could also have online platforms that encourage seniors to come forward and share their life 

lessons and insights. 

Conclusion: 

Helping seniors connect online will allow thousands of people to engage with their communities to 

plan for extreme conditions, rather than being passive bystanders. 

Discuss the concept of ‘Cillage’. How does it help and aid the policy makers rework 

relationship between city and village? Elucidate.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express  
Why this question: 
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The author of the article presents the idea of ‘Cillage’ and its relevance. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of Cillage in detail and explain in what way it can aid the policy makers rework 
relationship between city and village. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly define what a Cillage is. 
Body: 
Firstly, explain the concept of Cillage in detail. Explain that we are now in the knowledge era. And 
knowledge-era technologies, in contrast to industrial-era technologies, promote democratization 
(social media, for example) and facilitate decentralisation (work from home) and that is where the 
concept of Cillage originates. With technologies like additive manufacture, internet of things, and 
artificial intelligence, well-trained people can address needs in both urban and rural areas from 
wherever they are. Developing a “cillage” ecosystem would need a rooted and integrated approach 
to holistic education and research, technology development and management, as well as technology-
enabled rural livelihood enhancement. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with potential of such a model to address the current population issues of the country. 
Introduction: 

“Cillage” is a synergistic combination of city and village. It is the creation of an ecosystem where 

knowledge bridges are built between cities and villages. Bridging the knowledge gap between a city 

and a village would also bridge the income gap between the two, and lead to a faster bridging of the 

gap between the average individual income in India and that in industrially advanced countries. 

Democratisation promoted by knowledge technologies, if properly leveraged, can in principle reduce 

disparities, which, unfortunately, are on the rise today. 

Body: 

The reverse migration of daily wage earners in large numbers despite the lockdown to contain the 

coronavirus has been distressing. Many even resorted to walking back to their hometowns, 

hundreds of kilometres away, as their survival in cities, with no jobs in hand, became untenable. 

However, in contrast, some in tune with knowledge-era technologies have been able to continue 

working, many from their homes. 

Knowledge-era technologies, in contrast to industrial-era technologies: 

 Knowledge-era technologies promote democratisation (social media, for example) and facilitate 

decentralisation (work from home). 

 It should thus be possible for an adequately educated and trained youth residing in a rural 

domain to support a significant part of the manufacturing and service needs of urban areas, just 

as an urban youth can support a significant part of the knowledge and application needs in rural 

areas. 

 With technologies like additive manufacture, internet of things, and artificial intelligence, well-

trained people can address needs in both urban and rural areas from wherever they are. 

 There are instances where an Indian group is addressing the troubleshooting, plant modification 

and technical documentation needs of plants abroad, sitting in India. 
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 Thus, the knowledge era should, in principle, become a significant income leveller between the 

urban and rural domains, with a large rise in the overall national income. 

 Democratisation promoted by knowledge technologies, if properly leveraged, can in principle 

reduce disparities, which, unfortunately, are on the rise today. 

Cillage helps rework relationship between city and village: 

 As we embrace the knowledge era and focus on capacity building of rural youth, the 

opportunities in rural areas should, in principle, become higher than those in urban areas since 

the rural segment can now benefit from all three (agriculture, manufacturing and services) 

sectors of the economy. 

 In the knowledge era, with emphasis on capability and capacity building of rural youth in terms 

of holistic education, appropriate technology and enhanced livelihood, there is a possibility for a 

more balanced distribution of income as well as population. 

 This would need knowledge bridges to be built between cities and villages, and the creation of 

an ecosystem which has been conceptualised as a “cillage” — a synergistic combination of city 

and village. 

 Bridging the knowledge gap between a city and a village would also bridge the income gap 

between the two, and lead to a faster bridging of the gap between the average individual 

income in India and that in industrially advanced countries. 

 Developing a “cillage” ecosystem would need a rooted and integrated approach to holistic 

education and research, technology development and management, as well as technology-

enabled rural livelihood enhancement. 

 Facilitating a number of new skills, technologies and support systems that can further leverage 

current capabilities of these people for starting a new enterprise would be important. 

 Immediate arrangements to facilitate their livelihood, and leveraging their present capabilities 

could help retain at least some of these people in villages. 

 Going forward, we should take knowledge activities to a higher level so that the products and 

services created by these people become more competitive. Looking at disruptive technologies 

for exploiting local opportunities should follow. 

Conclusion: 

The disruption caused by the COVID-19 crisis, particularly in the context of loss of livelihoods at the 

base of the socio-economic pyramid, is bound to have a deep impact. It will need every effort to 

return to normal. Given that the new normal would, in any case, be quite different, the right course 

would be to channelise the stimulus caused by this crisis towards accelerating the shift to a new 

normal. This will not only help a more dispersed population, but will also reduce disparities and lead 

to faster growth of the economy. 

What do you understand by knowledge- centric development? How can it be a leveler 

for urban and rural areas? Examine.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express  
Why this question: 
The question is based on the significance of knowledge centric developments amidst current times. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain what you understand by knowledge- centric development in detail and in what way it can it 
be a leveler for urban and rural areas. 
Directive: 
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly define what knowledge- centric development is. 
Body: 
To start with, explain the situations of the current times, its impact on urban and rural regions of the 
country. 
Discuss the effect of pandemic on the distress migration in the country. 
Explain the significance of Knowledge-era; explain that with technologies like additive 
manufacturing, internet of things, and artificial intelligence, well-trained people can address needs in 
both urban and rural areas from wherever they are. 
Discuss – with emphasis on capability and capacity building of rural youth in terms of holistic 
education, appropriate technology and enhanced livelihood, there is a possibility for a more balanced 
distribution of income as well as population. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that bridging the knowledge gap between a city and a village would also bridge the income 
gap between the two, and lead to a faster bridging of the gap between the average individual 
income in India and that in industrially advanced countries. 
Introduction 

Witnessing the reverse migration of daily wage earners in large numbers despite the lockdown to 

contain the coronavirus has been distressing. Many even resorted to walking back to their 

hometowns, hundreds of kilometres away, as their survival in cities, with no jobs in hand, became 

untenable. 

In contrast, some in tune with knowledge-era technologies have been able to continue working, 

many from their homes. While the lockdown necessarily means a livelihood crisis of unprecedented 

magnitude, particularly for daily wage earners, it’s time to think whether a return to normalcy 

should mean back to business as usual or to seek a new normal. 

Body 

Knowledge-centric Development 

 The Knowledge-centric Development is a system of consumption and production that is based 

on intellectual capital. 

 In particular, it refers to the ability to capitalize on scientific discoveries and basic and applied 

research. This has come to represent a large component of all economic activity in most 

developed countries. 

 In a knowledge economy, a significant component of value may thus consist of intangible assets 

such as the value of its workers’ knowledge or intellectual property. 

 In the knowledge economy, innovation based on research is commodified via patents and other 

forms of intellectual property. In the Information Age, the global economy has moved further 

toward the knowledge economy. 

 The knowledge economy addresses how education and knowledge, that is, “human capital,” can 

serve as a productive asset or business product to be sold and exported to yield profits for 

individuals, businesses, and the economy. This component of the economy relies greatly on 

intellectual capabilities instead of natural resources or physical contributions. 

Knowledge-era technology as leveler 
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 With technologies like additive manufacture, internet of things, and artificial intelligence, well-

trained people can address needs in both urban and rural areas from wherever they are. 

 As we embrace the knowledge era and focus on capacity building of rural youth, the 

opportunities in rural areas should, in principle, become higher than those in urban areas since 

the rural segment can now benefit from all three (agriculture, manufacturing and services) 

sectors of the economy. 

 There is a need for knowledge bridges to be built between cities and villages, and the creation of 

an ecosystem which has been conceptualized as a “cillage” — a synergistic combination of city 

and village. 

 Developing a “cillage” ecosystem would need a rooted and integrated approach to holistic 

education and research, technology development and management, as well as technology-

enabled rural livelihood enhancement. 

 One can safely surmise that bridging the knowledge gap between a city and a village would also 

bridge the income gap between the two, and lead to a faster bridging of the gap between the 

average individual income in India and that in industrially advanced countries. 

Conclusion 

The disruption caused by the COVID-19 crisis, particularly in the context of loss of livelihoods at the 

base of the socio-economic pyramid, is bound to have a deep impact. It will need every effort to 

return to normal. Given that the new normal would, in any case, be quite different, the right course 

would be to channelize the stimulus caused by this crisis towards accelerating the shift to a new 

normal i.e. knowledge-centric development. 

A national policy aimed at reducing distress-induced migration on one hand and 

address conditions of work, terms of employment and access to basic necessities on the 

other is the need of the hour. Examine.(250 words) 
Reference: News on Air 
Why this question: 
The Home Ministry issued Standard Operating Procedures for the movement of stranded migrant 
laborers for their engagement in industrial, manufacturing, construction, farming and MNREGA 
works within States and Union Territories where they are currently located. Under it, they have been 
allowed to go to places of work within a state with certain conditions. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the issue of distress-induced migration in the country and issues associated with it and also 
explain the need of a nation policy to address the Migration issue in detail. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Firstly, explain the recent happenings across the country with respect to migration aspects. 
Body: 
To start with, discuss the issue of internal migrants in the country. Explain the policy measures of the 
past that are in place already to address the issue, bring out the concerns that still exist. Discuss 
briefly problems faced by internal migrants. Explain then, why there is need for a national policy; The 
need for a national policy towards internal migration is underscored by the fact that less than 20% of 
urban migrants had prearranged jobs. Nearly two-thirds managed to find jobs within a week of their 
entry into the city. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with What should a national policy contain and suggest way forward. 
Introduction: 

Thousands of migrant labourers have headed home on foot after national lockdown, which has 

created an acute shortage of labourers in major agrarian states. The inter-State migrant worker 

community, thousands of these migrant labourers have been leaving cities, even on foot, for their 

towns in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and elsewhere. 

The Home Ministry recently issued Standard Operating Procedures for the movement of stranded 

migrant labourers for their engagement in industrial, manufacturing, construction, farming and 

MNREGA works within States and Union Territories where they are currently located. Under it, they 

have been allowed to go to places of work within a state with certain conditions. 

Body: 

Issues faced by migrant lockdown due to Government lockdown: 

 The Central government announced the lockdown with just a four-hour notice, making it even 

harder for the migrant labourers to figure out ways to face the challenge of a lockdown. 

 The lockdown has a disproportionate impact on the socioeconomic conditions of the poor and 

unorganized sector. 

 The lack of social security among the poor makes it difficult for them to practice social 

distancing. They are mostly dependent upon daily and even hourly wage earnings. The lockdown 

would lead to an income security challenge to them. 

 There have been suggestions that given the prior warnings of COVID-19, the situation could have 

been handled much better. There have been concerns that the decision was arbitrary, 

unplanned and ill-prepared. 

 The lockdown was not accompanied by practical and necessary relief measures. 

 The movement of the labourers towards their hometowns was not aided by the government. 

 There have been some sections which have argued that if the government was willing to 

evacuate Indians from other countries, why similar intent is not being shown to make sure that 

the poor migrant labourers reach their hometown. 

Need for national policy on Internal migration: 

 For reducing distress-induced migration. 

 To address conditions of work, terms of employment and access to basic necessities. 

 Study shows that less than 20% of urban migrants had prearranged jobs. 

 Access to information on employment availability before migrating tend to reduce the period of 

unemployment significantly. 

 As government interventions are directed towards poverty reduction, there is a dearth of direct 

interventions targeted and focussed on regions. 

 Without social protection networks, migrants find it difficult to move from casual to regular 

work. 

 To receive greater attention from governments, researchers, and international organisations. 

Way forward: 

 India must safeguard the rights of internal migrants. 

 Continued dynamic interventions over long periods of time would yield better results compared 

to single-point static interventions. 
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 Local bodies and NGOs which bring about structural changes in local regions need to be provided 

more space. 

 Local interventions by NGOs and private entrepreneurs need to consider cultural dimensions 

while targeting migrants. 

 Interventions aimed at enhanced skill development would enable easier entry into the labour 

market. 

 Addressing the needs of household migrants because household migration necessitates access 

to infrastructure such as housing, sanitation and health care more than individual migration 

does. 

 Government interventions related to employment can be supported by market-led interventions 

such as microfinance initiatives, which help in tackling seasonality of incomes. 

 As remittances from migrants are increasingly becoming the lifeline of rural households, 

improved financial infrastructure is needed to enable the smooth flow of remittances. 

 Social benefits must be made portable to help migrants to leverage work opportunities, 

especially in urban India. 

 The funds collected from the industry under Building and Other Construction Workers Act can be 

used to support cities in creating quality rental housing and extending basic services to migrant 

settlements. 

 On-the-job training to migrant workers in construction, factory work and hotel sectors helps to 

raise wages, enables better placements and improves their self-esteem and dignity. 

 Local government and NGOs can organize health camps, provide consultation, crèches for 

children of migrant women etc. 

 The need of the hour is for the government to consider the needs of this section of the economy 

and design special assistance for them. 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

What is earth’s seismic noise? Discuss its causative factors and effects it causes on the 

geology of the Earth.(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express  
Why this question: 
Scientists at the British Geological Survey (BGS) have reported a change in the Earth’s seismic noise 
and vibrations amid the coronavirus lockdown. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain What is earth’s seismic noise and discuss its causative factors and affects it causes on the 
geology of the Earth. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly define what is seismic noise. 
Body: 
In geology, seismic noise refers to the relatively persistent vibration of the ground due to a multitude 
of causes. Move on to explain the causes leading to it to occur. Discuss its effects in general, what 
needs to be done to reduce it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
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Introduction: 

In geology, seismic noise refers to the relatively persistent vibration of the ground due to a 

multitude of causes. It is the unwanted component of signals recorded by a seismometer– the 

scientific instrument that records ground motions, such as those caused by earthquakes, volcanic 

eruptions, and explosions. 

Body: 

Scientists at the British Geological Survey (BGS) have reported a change in the Earth’s seismic noise 

and vibrations amid the coronavirus lockdown. They have observed a 30-50 per cent fall in levels of 

ambient seismic noise since schools and businesses were closed in mid-March. Seismologists around 

the world have now begun a collaborative effort to study the fall in seismic noise levels. 

Causes: 

 This noise includes vibrations caused due to human activity, such as transport and 

manufacturing. 

 Once-crowded city streets are now empty. Highway traffic has slowed to a minimum. And fewer 

and fewer people can be found milling about outside. 

 The vibrations generated by cars, trains, buses and people going about their daily lives. And in 

the absence of that noise, Earth’s upper crust is moving just a little less. 

Effects of lesser seismic noises: 

 The seismic noise vibrations caused by human activity are of high frequency (between 1-100 Hz), 

and travel through the Earth’s surface layers. 

 Usually, to measure seismic activity accurately and reduce the effect of seismic noise, geologists 

place their detectors 100 metres below the Earth’s surface. 

 However, since the lockdown, researchers have said that they were able to study natural 

vibrations even from surface readings, owing to lesser seismic noise. 

 Due to lower noise levels, scientists are now hoping that they would be able to detect smaller 

earthquakes and tremors that had slipped past their instruments so far. 

Conclusion: 

Apart from geology, seismic noise is also studied in other fields such as oil exploration, hydrology, 

and earthquake engineering. 

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and icecaps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of 

such changes. 

Most of the rare climatic events are expounded as an outcome of the El-Nino effect. 

Do you agree? Given your viewpoint with suitable substantiation.(250 words) 
Reference: Physical Geography by Savindra Singh 
Why this question: 
The question is around the fact that goes undeniable – that the El Nino has been used to explain 
unusual climatic changes across the globe. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain briefly the concept of El-Nino and its impact on the rare climatic events. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short, explain the concept of El-Nino. 
Body: 
El Nino means ‘little boy’ or ‘Christ child’ in Spanish. The phenomenon was thus named because it 
was first recognised by South American fishermen in the early part of the 17th century. The events, 
i.e., warm waters in the Pacific Ocean, tended to occur in December, hence, the name was chosen. 
 
Then move on to define the likages of El-nino with climatic events. 
 
When the linkage between El Nino and climate effects were initially suggested by the British scientist, 
Gilbert Walker, it was deemed ridiculous that one phenomenon could have an effect on regions as far 
off as Australia, India etc and Canada. However, the occurrence of El Nino in the past few decades 
has proved without a doubt, their far-reaching consequences. Some of the effects of El Nino in the 
past have been causing of droughts and forest fires in South Asia (Indonesia and Philippines) and 
Australia, floods in the South American countries in the eastern Pacific region, increased rain in 
certain other areas of the world etc. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Conclude with significance of El-Nino. 
 
Introduction: 

El Niño is a naturally occurring phenomenon that is linked to a periodic warming in sea surface 

temperatures across the central and east-central Equatorial Pacific. El Niño is Spanish for “the boy 

child,” which is often used to refer to Jesus Christ, and the phenomenon earned this name because it 

typically occurs in December around Christmas. El Niño occurs every 2-7 years, and can last 

anywhere between nine months and two years. 

Body: 

El-Nino: 

 El Niño, an oceanic phenomenon usually occurs with Southern Oscillation, an atmospheric 

phenomenon. Together they are called El Niño Southern oscillation (ENSO). 

 El Nino is a climatic cycle characterized by high air pressure in the Western Pacific and low air 

pressure in the eastern. 

 In normal conditions, strong trade winds travel from east to west across the tropical Pacific, 

pushing the warm surface waters towards the western Pacific. 

 The surface temperature could witness an increase of 8 degrees Celsius in Asian waters. 

 At the same time, cooler waters rise up towards the surface in the eastern Pacific on the coasts 

of Ecuador, Peru, and Chile. 

 This process called upwelling aids in the development of a rich ecosystem. 
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El-nino and related climatic events: 

El Nino affects the global climate and disrupts normal weather patterns, which as a result can lead to 

intense storms in some places and droughts in others. 

 Tropical Cyclones: 

 The atmosphere over the Atlantic Ocean can also be drier and more stable during El 

Niño events, which can also inhibit tropical cyclone genesis and intensification. 

 Within the Eastern Pacific basin: El Niño events contribute to decreased easterly vertical 

wind shear and favours above-normal hurricane activity. 

 However, the impacts of the ENSO state in this region can vary and are strongly 

influenced by background climate patterns. 

 Extreme Weather events: 

 Normal or High rainfall in Eastern/Central Pacific, Drought or scant rainfall in western 

pacific/Asian region. 

 typhoons in the Pacific, wildfires in Indonesia, heavy rains and floods in southeastern 

India, and flooding of the Mississippi River have been attributed to El Niño. 

 Disasters: 

 Forest fires in Indonesia leading to wiping out of Equatorial rainforest regions. 

 Heat-waves in India leading to deaths of people and fauna. 

 Water sources dry up leading to increased distress migration and climate refugees. 
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 Most critically, global mass bleaching events were recorded in 1997-98 and 2015–16, 

when around 75-99% losses of live coral were registered across the word. Considerable 

attention was also given to the collapse of Peruvian and Chilean anchovy populations 

that leaded to a severe fishery crisis following the ENSO events in 1972–73, 1982–83, 

1997-98 and, more recently, in 2015–16. 

 Economic impacts: 

 Agriculture dependent countries like India face huge losses due to drought conditions. 

Crop yields are affected leading to food inflation. To tackle food inflation, tweaks in 

monetary policies to make it tighter, leading to lesser available money supply. 

 Social Impacts: 

 A WHO Paper said that El Niño 2015-2016 is affecting more than 60 million people 

 Rising temperatures and more variable rainfall patterns can often reduce crop yields, 

compromising food security. 

Way Forward: 

 The government must expand the farm insurance cover and advice banks and financial 

institutions to settle crop insurance claims in the drought-hit areas without delay. 

 High quality seeds of alternative crops must be distributed among farmers in the drought-

affected areas. 

 Technologies like drip and sprinkler irrigation, precision agriculture. 

 Monetary Control measures to tackle inflationary trends in country. 

 Financial support from global organizations for rehabilitation and rebuilding. 

 Disaster Response Forces to tackle floods and droughts. 

 Developing early warning systems and alerting the people much in advance. 

 Global co-operation to tackle the climate change which can further aggravate El- Niño and La- 

Niña conditions. 

Major hot deserts in northern hemisphere are located between 20-30 degree north 

and on the western side of the continents. Why? Explain.(250 words) 
Reference: Physical Geography by Savindra Singh 
Why this question: 
The question is straight from the static portions of GS paper I, theme physical geography. 
Key demand of the question: 
One should explain the reasons owing to which all the Major hot deserts in northern hemisphere are 
located between 20-30 degree north and on the western side of the continents. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly on a map show the locations of major hot deserts. 
Body: 
The hot deserts lie along the Horse Latitudes or the Sub-Tropical High Pressure Belts where the air is 
descending, a condition least favorable for precipitation of any kind to take place. 
• The rain-bearing Trade Winds blow off-shore and the Westerlies that are on-shore blow outside the 
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desert limits. 
• Whatever winds reach the deserts blow from cooler to warmer regions, and their relative humidity 
is lowered, making condensation almost impossible. 
• There is scarcely any cloud in the continuous blue sky. The relative humidity is extremely low, 
decreasing from 60 per cent in coastal districts to less than 30 per cent in the desert interiors. Under 
such conditions, every bit of moisture is evaporated and the deserts are thus regions of permanent 
drought. Precipitation is both scarce and most unreliable. 
• On the western coasts, the presence of cold currents gives rise to mists and fogs by chilling the on-
coming air. This air is later warmed by contact with the hot land, and little rain falls. The desiccating 
effect of the cold Peruvian Current along the Chilean coast is so pronounced that the mean annual 
rainfall for the Atacama Desert is not more than 1.3 cm. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a reassertion that the climate, geography have a major role to play in deciding the 
locations of these hot deserts. 
 

Introduction: 

A desert is a barren area of landscape where little precipitation occurs and consequently living 

conditions are hostile to plant and animal life. In other words, it is extremely dry area of land with 

sparse vegetation. Deserts are created due to arid and semi-arid conditions because of the lack of 

moisture. It is accelerated by intense heating. Between 20-30 degree north latitude the insulation is 

relatively direct and less scattered and reflected by the atmosphere. Intense heating takes place in 

this zone. The hot deserts lie along the Horse Latitudes or the Sub-Tropical High Pressure Belts 

where the air is descending, a condition least favourable for precipitation of any kind to take place. 

Body: 

 

Hot Deserts of the World 

 Arabian Desert in Arabian peninsula 

 Great Sandy, Victoria, Simpson, Gibson and Sturt deserts in Australia 

 Chihuahuan Desert in north central Mexico 
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 Kalahari Desert in south-western Africa 

 Mojave Desert in USA 

 Monte Desert in Argentina 

 Sahara Desert in North Africa 

 Sonoran Desert in North and Central America 

 Thar Desert in India and Pakistan 

Reasons: 

 Offshore trade winds in the region and location in rain shadow zone: 

 Trade winds that blow in the region, shed their moisture on the eastern part and by the 

time they reach the western margin, they become dry. 

 Anticyclonic conditions: 

 Areas between 20–30 degree latitudes on western margins of continents are the regions 

of descending air. 

 It means the air gets compressed and warm as it descends and thus the moisture 

holding capacity keeps decreasing. 

 Leeward sides of mountains/Parallel mountain ranges: 

 In the case of few deserts, mountains are situated as a barrier which prevents 

orographic rainfall. For instance, the presence of Rockies on the western coast of North 

America does not let moisture bearing winds do rainfall in leeward sides. 

 In the case of Thar desert in India, Aravallis are situated parallel to the region. Therefore, 

the moisture holding winds pass away from the region because there is absence of 

mountain barriers. 

 Presence of cold ocean currents along the western coast of continents: 

 These tend to stabilize the air over the coast by having a desiccating effect on the land. 

 This prevents cloud formation and rainfall. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, major hot deserts in northern hemisphere such as Thar desert, Rajasthan in Indian sub-

continent, Sahara Desert in Africa, Great Basin Desert in North America, Arabian desert in Arabian 

Peninsula are all located between 20-30 degree north and on the western side of the continents. 
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	Most of the rare climatic events are expounded as an outcome of the El-Nino effect. Do you agree? Given your viewpoint with suitable substantiation.(250 words)
	Major hot deserts in northern hemisphere are located between 20-30 degree north and on the western side of the continents. Why? Explain.(250 words)


