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DAY – 25 (InstaTest-25) 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Centre for Cultural Resources and 

Training (CCRT): 

1. It was established in 1979, pioneered by Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay and Dr. 

Kapila Vatsyayan. 

2. It functions as an autonomous organization under the aegis of Ministry of Culture. 

3. The CCRT implements Cultural Heritage Young Leadership Programme 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Centre for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT) is one of the premier institutions 

working in the field of linking education with culture. Established in 1979, pioneered by Smt. 

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay and Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, it functions as an autonomous 

organization under the aegis of Ministry of Culture, Government of India. At the philosophical 

core of the CCRT lies a commitment to holistic education, encompassing the cognitive, 

emotional and spiritual development of children. To this end the CCRT conducts education 

grounded in cultural knowledge and understanding as conducive to clarity, creativity, 

independence of thought, tolerance and compassion. 

• CCRT has been contributing to the strengthening of the foundation of the nation by 

making education culture based and meaningful. The CCRT has its headquarters in 

New Delhi and three Regional Centres at Udaipur in the west, Hyderabad in the south 

and Guwahati in the north-east to facilitate the widespread dissemination of Indian 

art and culture. 

• The CCRT revitalizes the education system by creating an understanding and 

awareness among teachers, students and educational administrators about the 

plurality of the regional cultures of India and integrating this knowledge with 

education. 

• CCRT’s main thrust is to make variety of training programmes for in-service teachers, 

teacher educators, educational administrators and students throughout the country. 

• It also organizes special training programmes for the physically and mentally 

challenged children. The training programmes provide an understanding and 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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appreciation of the philosophy, aesthetics and beauty inherent in Indian art and 

culture and focus on formulating methodologies for incorporating a cultural 

component in curriculum teaching. The role of culture in science and technology, 

housing, agriculture, sports i.e. in all aspects of development and growth is 

emphasised. The importance of in-service teachers training was also stressed. Change 

in educational system can only be brought about if the teachers have been trained 

and prepared to understand and recognise the need for a changes in the 

methodologies of teaching. Since the teacher training is limited to nine months, it 

cannot possibly produce teachers well-versed in crafts. Therefore trained craftsmen 

though not fully educated in the formal way, should be associated with the trained 

teachers in the teaching of crafts to the pupils. Educational visits to museums, 

monuments and historical sites are arranged to expose students to the rich Indian 

cultural heritage. 

Main Functions 

• Organizes theoretical and theme based academic programmes on Indian art and 

culture for teachers and students. Conducts Workshops to provide practical training 

and knowledge in crafts to be incorporated in school curriculum. Various art activities 

like drama, music, narrative art forms, classical dances, etc. are organized to create an 

awareness of the regional variations and richness of cultural expressions of our 

country. 

• Organizes various educational activities for school students, teachers and children 

belonging to governmental and non-governmental organizations under its Extension 

Services and Community Feedback Programme, to create an awareness of the need 

for conservation of the natural and cultural heritage. 

• Collects and develops a library of resources in the form of scripts, digital photographs, 

audio and video recordings and films with the objective of producing culturally-

oriented educational aids to encourage the art and craft forms of rural India and their 

revival. 

• Prepares publications and other audio-visual material which attempt to provide an 

understanding and appreciation of the different aspects of Indian art and culture. 

Implements Cultural Talent Search Scholarship Scheme for providing facilities to 

young talented children in the 10-14 age group to study one or the other art form. 

• The CCRT also implements some other important policies of the Ministry of Culture, 

e.g., awarding Scholarship to Young Artiste, Junior and Senior Fellowships focusing 

on “in-depth study/ research” in various facets of culture, these include New Emerging 

Areas of Cultural Studies. The CCRT has started organizing training programmes on 

arts management under NICHM Scheme, a new initiative of Ministry of Cultural, Govt. 

of India. 

• The CCRT is also implementing Cultural Heritage Young Leadership Programme, 

aimed at promotion of social values and community engagement amongst the youth 

of the Country. 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/aboutus.php  
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2. Consider the pairs of Indian Philosophy with their founders 

1. Vaishesika : Konada 
2. Nyaya : Gotama 
3. Purva Mimansa : Kapila 
4. Samkhya : Jaimini 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

Six Schools of Indian Philosophy 

• Over centuries, India’s intellectual exploration of truth has come to be represented by 

six systems of philosophy. 

• These are known as Vaishesika, Nyaya, Samkhya, Yoga, Purva Mimansa and Vedanta 

or Uttara Mimansa. 

• These six systems of philosophy are said to have been founded by sages Konada, 

Gotama, Kapila, Patanjali, Jaimini and Vyasa, respectively. 

• These philosophies still guide scholarly discourse in the country. German-born British 

indologist, Friedrich Max Muller, has observed that the six systems of philosophy 

were developed over many generations with contributions made by individual 

thinkers. However, today, we find an underlying harmony in their understanding of 

truth, although they seem distinct from each other. 

 

3. During the Sangam Age, the designation ‘vellalar’ was used for 

 (a) Ordinary ploughmen 

 (b) Landless labourers 

 (c) Slaves 

 (d) Large landowners 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• There were at least three different kinds of people living in most villages in the 

southern and northern parts of the subcontinent. In the Tamil region, large 

landowners were known as vellalar, ordinary ploughmen were known as uzhavar, 

and landless labourers, including slaves, were known as kadaisiyar and adimai. 

• In the northern part of the country, the village headman was known as the grama 

bhojaka. Usually, men from the same family held the position for generations. In other 

words, the post was hereditary. The grama bhojaka was often the largest landowner. 

Generally, he had slaves and hired workers to cultivate the land. Besides, as he was 

powerful, the king often used him to collect taxes from the village. He also functioned 

as a judge, and sometimes as a policeman. 

• Apart from the gramabhojaka, there were other independent farmers, known as 

grihapatis, most of whom were smaller landowners. And then there were men and 

women such as the dasa karmakara, who did not own land, and had to earn a living 

working on the fields owned by others. 

 

Extra Learning: 

• Tolkappiyam refers to the five-fold division of lands – Kurinji (hilly tracks), Mullai 

(pastoral), Marudam (agricultural), Neydal (coastal) and Palai (desert). The people 

living in these five divisions had their respective chief occupations as well as gods for 

worship. · Kurinji – chief deity was Murugan – chief occupation, hunting and honey 

collection. · Mullai – chief deity Mayon (Vishnu) – chief occupation, cattle-rearing and 

dealing with dairy products. · Marudam – chief deity Indira – chief occupation, 

agriculture. · Neydal – chief deity Varunan – chief occupation fishing and salt 

manufacturing. · Palai – chief deity Korravai – chief occupation robbery. 

• Tolkappiyam also refers to four castes namely arasar, anthanar, vanigar and vellalar. 

The ruling class was called arasar. Anthanars played a significant role in the Sangam 

polity and religion. Vanigars carried on trade and commerce. The vellalars were 

agriculturists. Other tribal groups like Parathavar, Panar, Eyinar, Kadambar, Maravar 

and Pulaiyar were also found in the Sangam society. Ancient primitive tribes like 

Thodas, Irulas, Nagas and Vedars lived in this period. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Bar-headed goose 

1. They are found in central China and Mangolia. 

2. It is classified as “Near Threatened” as per the IUCN Red List. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bar-headed goose: 

• Also known as Anser indicus, it is known to be one of the highest flying birds in the 

world. It can fly at altitudes of 25,000 feet, while migrating over the Himalayas, where 

oxygen and temperature levels are extremely low. 

• They are found in central China and Mangolia and they breed there. 

• They start migration to the Indian sub-continent during the winter and stay here till 

the end of the season. 

• The species has been reported as migrating south from Tibet, Kazakhstan, Mongolia 

and Russia before crossing the Himalaya. 

• It is classified as “Least Concerned” as per the IUCN Red List. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-

25-december-2019/  

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding the features of Mahayana Buddhism: 

1. The Buddha’s presence was shown in sculpture by using certain signs. 

2. A belief in Bodhisattvas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• By the first century CE, there is evidence of changes in Buddhist ideas and practices. 

Early Buddhist teachings had given great importance to self-effort in achieving 

nibbana. Besides, the Buddha was regarded as a human being who attained 

enlightenment and nibbana through his own efforts. However, gradually the idea of a 

saviour emerged. It was believed that he was the one who could ensure salvation. 

Simultaneously, the concept of the Bodhisatta also developed. Bodhisattas were 

perceived as deeply compassionate beings who accumulated merit through their 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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efforts but used this not to attain nibbana and thereby abandon the world, but to help 

others. The worship of images of the Buddha and Bodhisattas became an important 

part of this tradition. 

• This new way of thinking was called Mahayana – literally, the “great vehicle”. Those 

who adopted these beliefs described the older tradition as Hinayana or the “lesser 

vehicle”. 

• A new form of Buddhism, known as Mahayana Buddhism was developed. This had 

two distinct features. 

1. Earlier, the Buddha’s presence was shown in sculpture by using certain signs. 

For instance, his attainment of enlightenment was shown by sculptures of the 

peepal tree. Now, statues of the Buddha were made. Many of these were 

made in Mathura, while others were made in Taxila. 

2. The second change was a belief in Bodhisattvas. These were supposed to be 

persons who had attained enlightenment. Once they attained enlightenment, 

they could live in complete isolation and meditate in peace. However, instead 

of doing that, they remained in the world to teach and help other people. The 

worship of Bodhisattvas became very popular, and spread throughout 

Central Asia, China, and later to Korea and Japan. 

• Buddhism also spread to western and southern India, where dozens of caves were 

hollowed out of hills for monks to live in. 

 

6. During the period of Guptas, the designation ‘sandhi-vigrahika’ was used for 

 (a) Chief judicial officer 

 (b) Chief banker 

 (c) Minister of war and peace 

 (d) Leader of the merchant caravans 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kings adopted a number of steps to win the support of men who were powerful, either 

economically, or socially, or because of their political and military strength. For instance: 

• Some important administrative posts were now hereditary. This means that sons 

succeeded fathers to these posts. For example, the poet Harishena was a maha-

danda-nayaka, or chief judicial officer, like his father. 

• Sometimes, one person held many offices. For instance, besides being a maha-danda-

nayaka, Harishena was a kumar-amatya, meaning an important minister, and a 

sandhi-vigrahika, meaning a minister of war and peace. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Besides, important men probably had a say in local administration. These included the 

nagarashreshthi or chief banker or merchant of the city, the sarthavaha or leader of 

the merchant caravans, the prathama-kulika or the chief craftsman, and the head of 

the kayasthas or scribes. 

 

7. The Green good deeds campaign has been launched by 

 (a) Animal Welfare Board of India 

 (b) Wildlife Trust of India 

 (c) Indian Institute of Forest Management 

 (d) Ministry of Environment and Forests 

 

Solution: D 

 

Green good deeds: 

• The campaign has been launched by the Environment Ministry. 

• Aim: To sensitise the people and students, in particular, about climate change and 

global warming. The objective of the campaign is to restore and return the clean and 

green environment to the next generation. 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change had drawn up a list of over 500 

Green Good Deeds and asked people to alter their behaviour to Green Good 

Behaviour to fulfil their Green Social Responsibility. 

• These small positive actions to be performed by individuals or organisations to 

strengthen the cause of environmental protection, were put on a mobile application 

named “Dr Harsh Vardhan App”. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-

10-december-2019/  

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Tipitakas 

1. The Vinaya Pitaka included rules and regulations for those who joined the sangha 

or monastic order. 

2. The Buddha’s teachings were included in the Sutta Pitaka. 

3. The Abhidhamma Pitaka dealt with philosophical matters. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Buddha (and other teachers) taught orally – through discussion and debate. Men and 

women (perhaps children as well) attended these discourses and discussed what they heard. 

None of the Buddha’s speeches were written down during his lifetime. After his death (c. fifth-

fourth century BCE) his teachings were compiled by his disciples at a council of “elders” or 

senior monks at Vesali (Pali for Vaishali in present-day Bihar). These compilations were known 

as Tipitaka – literally, three baskets to hold different types of texts. They were first 

transmitted orally and then written and classified according to length as well as subject 

matter. 

• The Vinaya Pitaka included rules and regulations for those who joined the sangha or 

monastic order; 

• The Buddha’s teachings were included in the Sutta Pitaka; 

• and the Abhidhamma Pitaka dealt with philosophical matters. 

• Each pitaka comprised a number of individual texts. Later, commentaries were written 

on these texts by Buddhist scholars. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Jaina teachings 

1. The entire world is animated. 

2. The cycle of birth and rebirth is shaped through karma 

3. Monastic existence is a necessary condition of salvation 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The most important idea in Jainism is that the entire world is animated: even stones, 

rocks and water have life. Non-injury to living beings, especially to humans, animals, 

plants and insects, is central to Jaina philosophy. In fact the principle of ahimsa, 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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emphasised within Jainism, has left its mark on Indian thinking as a whole. According 

to Jaina teachings, the cycle of birth and rebirth is shaped through karma. Asceticism 

and penance are required to free oneself from the cycle of karma. This can be 

achieved only by renouncing the world; therefore, monastic existence is a necessary 

condition of salvation. Jaina monks and nuns took five vows: to abstain from killing, 

stealing and lying; to observe celibacy; and to abstain from possessing property. 

 

10. Consider the following statements regarding the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

1. It was set up based on the recommendations of Frazer commission, 

2. It has been designated as the Central Nodal Agency to manage technical and 

operational functions of the ‘Online Cyber-Crime Reporting Portal’ 

3. It monitors coordinates and implements the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network 

& Systems (CCTNS) project. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs inaugurates the 20th All India Conference of Directors 

of Fingerprint Bureaus being organised by the NCRB. 

• Accepting the recommendations of the National Police Commission – 1977, the 

Ministry of Home Affairs constituted a Task Force in 1985 to work out the modalities 

for setting up of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). 

• The Government accepted the recommendations of the Task Force and constituted 

the NCRB with headquarters at New Delhi in January, 1986 

As per the government Resolution dated 11.3.1986 the following objectives were set for the 

NCRB: 

• To function as a clearing house of information on crime and criminals including those 

operating at National and International levels so as to assists the investigators, and 

others in linking crimes to their perpetrators. 

• To store, coordinate and disseminate information on inter-state and international 

criminals from and to respective States, national investigating agencies, courts and 

prosecutors in India without having to refer to the Police Station records. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• To collect and process crime statistics at the National level. 

• To receive from and supply data to penal and correctional agencies for their tasks of 

rehabilitation of criminals, their remand, parole, premature release etc. 

• To coordinate, guide and assist the functioning of the State Crime Records Bureaux 

• To provide training facilities to personnel of the Crime Records bureaux, and 

• To evaluate, develop and modernise crime Records Bureaux Executive and develop 

computer based systems for the Central Police Organisations – and also cater to their 

data processing and training needs for computerization. 

• To function as the National storehouse of fingerprint (FP) records of convicted persons 

including FP records of foreign criminals. 

• To help trace inter-state criminals by fingerprint search. 

• To advise Central and State Governments on matters related to fingerprints and 

footprints, and to conduct training courses for finger print experts. 

As a first step towards streamlining of the system of crime-criminal information management 

at the Centre, the Ministry of Home Affairs merged the following crime records 

establishments of various Central Police Organisations with the NCRB: 

• Directorate of Coordination Police Computers (MHA) 

• Inter-State Criminals Data set up of the Central Bureau of Investigation. 

• Crime Statistics set up of the Bureau of Police Research and Development 

• Central Finger Print Bureau, Calcutta of the Central Bureau of Investigation. 

• NCRB works under the Home Affairs Ministry. 

• The body monitors, coordinates and implements the Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network & Systems (CCTNS) project. The project connects 15000+ police stations and 

6000 higher offices of police in the country. 

• In 2017, the NCRB launched the National Digital Police Portal, which allows search for 

a criminal/suspect on the CCTNS database apart from providing various services to 

citizens like filing of complaints online and seeking antecedent verification of tenants, 

domestic helps, drivers, etc. 

• The NCRB also maintains the National Database of Sexual Offenders (NDSO), which it 

shares with states/UTs regularly. 

• It has also been designated as the Central Nodal Agency to manage technical and 

operational functions of the ‘Online Cyber-Crime Reporting Portal’ through which any 

citizen can lodge a complaint or upload a video clip as an evidence of crime related to 

child pornography, rape/gang rape. 

• NCRB also deals with associated work of Cyber Crime Prevention against Women & 

Children (CCPWC) through this portal. 

• The National Crime Statistics data is published by the NCRB. These publications serve 

as principal reference point by policymakers, police, criminologists, researchers and 

media, both in India and abroad. 

• NCRB has also floated various IT-based Public Services like Vahan Samanvay (online 

matching for Stolen/Recovered vehicles) and Talash (matching of missing persons and 

dead bodies). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• The Central Finger Print Bureau under NCRB is a national repository of all fingerprints 

in the country and has more than one million ten-digit fingerprints database of 

criminals both convicted and arrested and provides for search facility on Fingerprint 

Analysis and Criminal Tracing System (FACTS). 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1588422  

 

11. Which of the following is/are considered as the epics in Sangam Literature? 

1. Tolkappiyam 

2. Pattuppattu 

3. Silappathigaram 

4. Manimegalai 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sangam Literature 

• The corpus of Sangam literature includes Tolkappiyam, Ettutogai, Pattuppattu, 

Pathinenkilkanakku, and the two epics – Silappathigaram and Manimegalai. 

• Tolkappiyam authored by Tolkappiyar is the earliest of the Tamil literature. It is a work 

on Tamil grammar but it provides information on the political and socioeconomic 

conditions of the Sangam period. 

• The Ettutogai or Eight Anthologies consist of eight works – Aingurunooru, Narrinai, 

Aganaooru, Purananooru, Kuruntogai, Kalittogai, Paripadal and Padirruppattu. 

• The Pattuppattu or Ten Idylls consist of ten works – Thirumurugarruppadai, 

Porunararruppadai, Sirupanarruppadai, Perumpanarruppadai, Mullaippattu, 

Nedunalvadai, Maduraikkanji, Kurinjippatttu, Pattinappalai and Malaipadukadam. 

• Both Ettutogai and Pattuppattu were divided into two main groups – Aham (love) and 

Puram (valour). 

• Pathinenkilkanakku contains eighteen works mostly dealing with ethics and morals. 

The most important among them is Tirukkural authored by Thiruvalluvar. 

• Silappathigaram written by Elango Adigal and Manimegalai by Sittalai Sattanar also 

provides valuable information on the Sangam polity and society. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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12. Consider the following statements regarding Pattini cult 

1. Cheran Senguttuvan introduced the Pattini cult. 

2. It is associated with the worship of Kannagi as the ideal wife in Tamil Nadu. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Cheras 

• Cheran Senguttuvan was a famous ruler of this dynasty. 

• Cheran Senguttuvan belonged to 2nd century A.D. His younger brother was Elango 

Adigal, the author of Silappathigaram. 

• Among his military achievements, his expedition to the Himalayas was remarkable. He 

defeated many north Indian monarchs. 

• Senguttuvan introduced the Pattini cult or the worship of Kannagi as the ideal wife 

in Tamil Nadu. The stone for making the idol of Kannagi was brought by him after his 

Himalayan expedition. The consecration ceremony was attended by many princes 

including Gajabhagu II from Sri Lanka. 

 

13. Consider the following statements regarding GOAL (Going Online as Leaders): 

1. It is program aimed at inspiring, guiding and encouraging rural women from 

minority community from across India to become village-level digital young 

leaders for their communities. 

2. The Ministry of Minority Affairs and Google together will digitally mentor 5000 

young women in India’s minority dominated districts. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: D 

 

Union Minister of Tribal Affair announced the second phase of GOAL (Going Online as 

Leaders), a Facebook program aimed at inspiring, guiding and encouraging tribal girls from 

across India to become village-level digital young leaders for their communities. 

• Launched March, 2019, GOAL connects underprivileged young tribal women with 

senior expert mentors in the areas of business, fashion and arts to learn digital and 

life skills. In the second phase of the program, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and 

Facebook together will digitally mentor 5000 young women in India’s tribal dominated 

districts. 

• The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will also work with district administration and other 

government agencies to help secure qualified participants with a fellowship, so they 

can put their newly learned skills to work. 

• More than 125 young women have enrolled in the program. Most of them are now 

using the internet to highlight issues their communities face and have expressed a 

desire to set up their own business. 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=193829  

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Harsha’s Administration 

1. Taxation was heavy and forced labour was common. 

2. The administration of Harsha was organized on the same lines as the Guptas. 

3. The maintenance of public records was the salient feature of Harsha’s 

administration. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Harsha’s Administration 

• The administration of Harsha was organized on the same lines as the Guptas did. 

Hiuen Tsang gives a detailed picture about this. The king was just in his administration 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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and punctual in discharging his duties. He made frequent visits of inspection 

throughout his dominion. 

• The day was too short for him. Taxation was also light and forced labour was also rare. 

One sixth of the produce was collected as land tax. 

• Cruel punishments of the Mauryan period continued in the times of Harsha. Hiuen 

Tsang condemned the trials as barbarous and superstitious. 

• Harsha’s army consisted of the traditional four divisions – foot, horse, chariot and 

elephant. The number of cavalry was more than one lakh and the elephants more than 

sixty thousands. This was much more than that of the Mauryan army. 

• The maintenance of public records was the salient feature of Harsha’s administration. 

The archive of the Harsha period was known as nilopitu and it was under the control 

of special officers. Both good and bad events happened during his time had been 

recorded. 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding reign of Mahendravarman I 

1. Kuram copper plates mentions about his victory over Pulakesin II in the Battle of 

Manimangalam. 

2. During his reign, Hiuen Tsang visited the Pallava capital Kanchipuram. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Mahendravarman I (600 – 630 A.D.) 

• The long-drawn Pallava – Chalukya Conflict began during his period. Pulakesin II 

marched against the Pallavas and captured the northern part of their kingdom. 

Although a Pallava inscription refers to the victory of Mahendravarman I at Pullalur, 

he was not able to recover the lost territory. 

Narasimhavarman I (630-668 A.D.) 

• Narasimhavarman I was also known as Mamalla, which means ‘great wrestler’. He 

wanted to take avenge the defeat of his father at the hands of Chalukyan ruler 

Pulakesin II. His victory over Pulakesin II in the Battle of Manimangalam near Kanchi 

is mentioned in Kuram copper plates. The Pallava army under General Paranjothi 
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pursued the retreating Chalukya army, entered Chalukya territory, captured and 

destroyed the capital city of Vatapi. Narasimhavarman I assumed the title 

‘Vatapikonda’. He regained the lost territory. 

• Another notable achievement of Narasimhavarman I was his naval expedition to Sri 

Lanka. He restored the throne to his friend and Sri Lankan prince Manavarma. 

• During his reign, Hiuen Tsang visited the Pallava capital Kanchipuram. His description 

of Kanchi is vivid. He calls it a big and beautiful city, six miles in circumference. 

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

1. It aims to raise the collective voice of the Muslim world 

2. India is an observer country of OIC 

3. It has permanent delegations to United Nations and the European Union 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation is an international organization founded in 

1969, consisting of 57 member states, with a collective population of over 1.8 billion 

as of 2015 with 53 countries being Muslim-majority countries. 

• The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and works 

to “safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting 

international peace and harmony” 

• The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union. 

The official languages of the OIC are Arabic, English, and French. 

• India is not an observer country of OIC. 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding reign of Amoghavarsha I 

1. He was a follower of Buddhism. 

2. It was said that, he wrote the famous Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. 

3. Kavirajamarga was the first poetic work in Kannada language. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 
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 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Amoghavarsha I (815- 880 A.D.) ruled for a long period of 64 years. He had lost control 

over Malwa and Gangavadi. Yet, his reign was popular for the cultural development. 

• He was a follower of Jainism. Jinasena was his chief preceptor. He was also a patron 

of letters and he himself wrote the famous Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. He had also 

built the Rashtrakuta capital, the city of Malkhed or Manyakheda. 

• The Kannada literature saw its beginning during the period of the Rashtrakutas. 

Amogavarsha’s Kavirajamarga was the first poetic work in Kannada language. Pampa 

was the greatest of the Kannada poets. His famous work was Vikramasenavijaya. 

Ponna was another famous Kannada poet and he wrote Santipurana. 

 

18. Consider the following statements regarding Administration under the Chalukyas 

1. The Chalukya administration was highly centralized and village autonomy was 

absent. 

2. The Aihole inscription was composed by Ravikirti, the court poet of Pulakesin II. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Administration and Social Life under the Chalukyas 

• The Chalukya administration was highly centralized unlike that of the Pallavas and 

the Cholas. Village autonomy was absent under the Chalukyas. 

• The Chalukyas had a great maritime power. Pulakesin II had 100 ships in his navy. 

They also had a small standing army. 
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• The Badami Chalukyas were Brahmanical Hindus but they gave respect to other 

religions. Importance was given to Vedic rites and rituals. 

• The founder of the dynasty Pulakesin I performed the asvamedha sacrifice. A number 

of temples in honour of Vishnu, Siva and other gods were also built during this period. 

• Hiuen Tsang mentioned about the decline of Buddhism in western Deccan. But 

Jainism was steadily on the path of progress in this region. Ravikirti, the court poet 

of Pulakesin II who composed the Aihole inscription was a Jain. 

 

19. Which of the following sites/areas are copper mining areas in India? 

1. Kolihan 

2. Malanjkhand 

3. Khetri 

4. Bhadravati 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

Copper mines of India are Malanjkhand (Madhya Pradesh), Surda (Jharkhand), Khetri , 

Kolihan (Rajasthan), Rakha and Kendadih (Jhakhand), Chapri Sideshwar (Jharkhand) 

 

Extra Reading: 

• India has limited copper ore reserve contributing about 2 % of world reserves. 

Under Exploration: 

• Only 20,000 sq.km. area explored out of a potential 60,000 sq.km 

• Reserve to production and reserve to resource ratio very low. 

• Mining production is just 0.2% of world’s production , whereas refined copper 

production is about 4% of world’s production. 

• Global ranking : 4th in smelter production and 8th in refined consumption. 

• Indian Refining capacity higher than local demand – net exporter of refined copper. 

• Opportunity to increase ore production through expansion and green field 

exploration. 
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https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/hind-copper-interview/article26358241.ece  

 

20. Uttiramerur inscriptions are related to 

(a) Village administration 

(b) Military administration 

(c) Parantaka I’s naval expedition to Sri Lanka. 

(d) Nataraja temple at Chidambaram. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The founder of the Imperial Chola line was Vijayalaya. He captured Tanjore from 

Muttaraiyars in 815 A.D. and built a temple for Durga. His son Aditya put an end to 

the Pallava kingdom by defeating Aparajita and annexed Tondaimandalam. Parantaka 

I was one of the important early Chola rulers. He defeated the Pandyas and the ruler 

of Ceylon. But he suffered a defeat at the hands of the Rashtrakutas in the famous 

battle of Takkolam. Parantaka I was a great builder of temples. He also provided the 

vimana of the famous Nataraja temple at Chidambaram with a golden roof. The two 

famous Uttiramerur inscriptions that give a detailed account of the village 

administration under the Cholas belong to his reign. 

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding Viral hepatitis 

1. It is an infection that causes liver inflammation and damage. 

2. People may get hepatitis E by eating undercooked pork, deer, or shellfish. 

3. The hepatitis B, C, and D viruses can cause acute and long-lasting infections. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 

 (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Viral hepatitis is an infection that causes liver inflammation and damage. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Inflammation is swelling that occurs when tissues of the body become injured or infected. 

Inflammation can damage organs. Researchers have discovered several different viruses that 

cause hepatitis, including hepatitis A, B, C, D, and E. 

Hepatitis A and hepatitis E typically spread through contact with food or water that has been 

contaminated by an infected person’s stool. People may also get hepatitis E by eating 

undercooked pork, deer, or shellfish. 

Hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and hepatitis D spread through contact with an infected person’s 

blood. Hepatitis B and D may also spread through contact with other body fluids. This contact 

can occur in many ways, including sharing drug needles or having unprotected sex. 

The hepatitis A and E viruses typically cause only acute, or short-term, infections. In an acute 

infection, your body is able to fight off the infection and the virus goes away. 

The hepatitis B, C, and D viruses can cause acute and chronic, or long-lasting, infections. 

Chronic hepatitis occurs when your body isn’t able to fight off the hepatitis virus and the virus 

does not go away. Chronic hepatitis can lead to complications such as cirrhosis, liver failure, 

and liver cancer. Early diagnosis and treatment of chronic hepatitis can prevent or lower your 

chances of developing these complications. 

When doctors can’t find the cause of a person’s hepatitis, they may call this condition non-

A–E hepatitis or hepatitis X. Experts think that unknown viruses other than hepatitis A, B, C, 

D, and E may cause some cases of hepatitis. Researchers are working to identify these viruses. 

Although non-A–E hepatitis is most often acute, it can become chronic. 

https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/liver-disease/viral-hepatitis/what-is-viral-

hepatitis  

 

22. Consider the following statements regarding Military administration under Cholas 

1. The royal troops were called Kaikkolaperumpadai. 

2. The personal troop to defend the king known as Kadagams. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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Military Administration 

• The Cholas maintained a regular standing army consisting of elephants, cavalry, 

infantry and navy. About seventy regiments were mentioned in the inscriptions. 

• The royal troops were called Kaikkolaperumpadai. Within this there was a personal 

troop to defend the king known as Velaikkarar. Attention was given to the training 

of the army and military cantonments called kadagams existed. 

• The Cholas paid special attention to their navy. The naval achievements of the Tamils 

reached its climax under the Cholas. They controlled the Malabar and Coromandal 

coasts. In fact, the Bay of Bengal became a Chola lake for some time. 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in 

India 

1. The provisions of CSR are not applicable to foreign companies. 

2. If the company did not spend CSR, it has to disclose the reason for not spending, 

if not it leads to the cancellation of company’s license. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) can be defined as a Company’s sense of responsibility 

towards the community and environment (both ecological and social) in which it operates. 

Companies can fulfil this responsibility through waste and pollution reduction processes, by 

contributing educational and social programs, by being environmentally friendly and by 

undertaking activities of similar nature. 

The Companies Act, 2013 has formulated Section 135, Companies (Corporate Social 

Responsibility) Rules, 2014 and Schedule VII which prescribes mandatory provisions for 

Companies to fulfil their CSR. This article aims to analyse these provisions (including all the 

amendments therein). 

Applicability of CSR Provisions: 

On every Company including its holding or subsidiary having: 

• Net worth of Rs. 500 Crore or more, or 
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• Turnover of Rs. 1000 crore or more, or 

• Net Profit of Rs. 5 crore or more during the immediately preceding financial year 

The provisions of CSR are applicable to foreign companies also. If the company did not spend 

CSR, it has to disclose the reason for not spending. 

There is no clause for cancellation of license. 

 

24. Suvarnabhumi, (the land of gold) a name generally given to 

(a) Guptas 

(b) Rastrakutas 

(c) Pallavas 

(d) The countries of the East Asia 

 

Solution: D 

 

Indian Culture in South East Asia 

• Indian culture had extended its mighty influence in the South East Asian region 

consisting of the Malay Archipelago and Indo- China. They are located across the Bay 

of Bengal. Being fertile and rich in minerals, these lands attracted the attention of the 

Indians. 

• Moreover, the east coast of India is studded with numerous ports and Indians 

undertook frequent voyages to these lands. The ancient traditions refer to traders’ 

voyages to Suvarnabhumi, (the land of gold) a name generally given to all the 

countries of the East Asia. Indians began to colonize the East Asia in the Gupta period. 

It was further encouraged by the Pallavas. The Indian colonists established great 

kingdoms and some of them lasted for more than a thousand years. A number of 

dynasties with Indian names ruled in various parts. Till the arrival of Islam in the 

fifteenth century, Indian culture dominated this region. 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding BrahMos 

1. BrahMos is a supersonic cruise missile being developed by BrahMos Aerospace 

2. BrahMos has a flight range of up to 900 km and can reach a maximum speed of 

Mach 10 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
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 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

BrahMos is a supersonic cruise missile being developed by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint 

venture between Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) of India and NPO 

Mashinostroeyenia (NPOM) of Russia. 

• The missile can be launched against ships and land-based targets. The missile is 

named after two rivers, the Brahmaputra in India and the Moskva in Russia. 

• BrahMos has a flight range of up to 290km and can reach a maximum speed of Mach 

3 

https://www.army-technology.com/projects/brahmossupersoniccru/ 

 

DAY – 26 (InstaTest-26) 

 

26. Consider the following statements regarding Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance 

1. It was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 

2. Chilika Lake was one of the first designated Ramsar site in India. 

3. Lake Pulicat is a Ramsar Site. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl 

Habitat is an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. It is named after the city of Ramsar 

in Iran, where the Convention was signed in 1971. 

• Chilika lake was one of the first designated Ramsar site in India in 1981. 

Chilka Lake (Chilika Lake) is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and 

Ganjam districts of Odisha state on the east coast of India, at the mouth of the Daya River, 

flowing into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 km2. It is the largest coastal 

lagoon in India and the second largest lagoon in the world. The lagoon hosts over 160 species 

of birds in the peak migratory season. 

Lake Pulicat is not a Ramsar Site. 

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding mansabdari system 

1. It was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix rank, salary and military 

responsibilities. 

2. Rank and salary were determined by a numerical value called zat. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, meaning a position 

or rank. It was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix (1) rank, (2) salary and (3) 

military responsibilities. Rank and salary were determined by a numerical value called 

zat. 

• The higher the zat, the more prestigious was the noble’s position in court and the 

larger his salary. 

• The mansabdar’s military responsibilities required him to maintain a specified 

number of sawar or cavalrymen. The mansabdar brought his cavalrymen for review, 

got them registered, their horses branded and then received money to pay them as 

salary. Mansabdars received their salaries as revenue assignments called jagirs which 

were somewhat like iqtas. But unlike muqtis, most mansabdars did not actually reside 

in or administer their jagirs. They only had rights to the revenue of their assignments 

which was collected for them by their servants while the mansabdars themselves 

served in some other part of the country. 
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28. Consider the following statements regarding Akbar Nama 

1. It was written by Abul Fazl. 

2. The third volume of Akbar Nama is the Ain-I Akbari, which deals with Akbar’s 

administration. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Akbar Nama and Ain-i Akbari 

• Akbar ordered one of his close friends and courtiers, Abul Fazl, to write a history of his 

reign. Abul Fazl wrote a three-volume history of Akbar’s reign, titled Akbar Nama. 

The first volume dealt with Akbar’s ancestors and the second volume recorded the 

events of Akbar’s reign. The third volume is the Ain-I Akbari. It deals with Akbar’s 

administration, household, army, the revenues and the geography of his empire. It 

also provides rich details about the traditions and culture of the people living in India. 

The most interesting aspect about the Ain-i Akbari is its rich statistical details about 

things as diverse as crops, yields, prices, wages and revenues. 

 

29. Consider the following statements regarding Cheetah 

1. It is naturally found in Africa and some parts of Asia. 

2. India is planning to introduce African Cheetah in Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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• Cheetah are large cat that occurs in Southern, North, East Africa and some localities 

in Iran. 

• It inhabits different habitats like dry forests, scrub forests, and savannahs 

• There are five subspecies of this big cat. It is slim and has muscular, long legs—in 

relation to its body size when compared to other cats—a small, rounded head that is 

set on a long neck, a flexible spine, a deep chest, special pads on its feet for traction, 

and a long tail for balance. It is also the only cat that cannot retract its claws, an 

adaptation to help maintain traction like a soccer player’s cleats. It also bears 

distinctive black “tear tracks” running from the inside corner of each eye to the mouth 

that may serve as an anti-glare mechanism for daytime hunting. 

• National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has reported to the Supreme Court 

that African cheetahs, to be translocated in India from Namibia, will be kept at 

Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh. 

• Project Cheetah was launched in 2009 and expert committee short listed some sites 

where Cheetah could be reintroduced. These were Kuno-Palpur and Nauradehi 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh, Velavadar National Park in Gujarat and the 

Shahgarh bulge in Rajasthan. 

https://www.awf.org/wildlife-conservation/cheetah  

 

30. Consider the following statements regarding Shankaracharya 

1. He propounded the doctrine of Vishishtadvaita. 

2. He adopted the path of knowledge to understand the true nature of Brahman and 

attain salvation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Philosophy and Bhakti 

• Shankara, one of the most influential philosophers of India, was born in Kerala in the 

eighth century. He was an advocate of Advaita or the doctrine of the oneness of the 

individual soul and the Supreme God which is the Ultimate Reality. He taught that 

Brahman, the only or Ultimate Reality, was formless and without any attributes. He 

considered the world around us to be an illusion or maya, and preached renunciation 
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of the world and adoption of the path of knowledge to understand the true nature 

of Brahman and attain salvation. 

• Ramanuja, born in Tamil Nadu in the eleventh century, was deeply influenced by the 

Alvars. According to him the best means of attaining salvation was through intense 

devotion to Vishnu. Vishnu in His grace helps the devotee to attain the bliss of union 

with Him. He propounded the doctrine of Vishishtadvaita or qualified oneness in that 

the soul even when united with the Supreme God remained distinct. Ramanuja’s 

doctrine greatly inspired the new strand of bhakti which developed in north India 

subsequently. 

 

31. Consider the following statements regarding the Kitab-ul-Hind 

1. It was written by Al-Biruni in Urdu language. 

2. It is a voluminous text and focused on number of subjects such as religion and 

philosophy, astronomy, social life, laws and metrology. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Kitab-ul-Hind 

• Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind, written in Arabic, is simple and lucid. It is a voluminous text, 

divided into 80 chapters on subjects such as religion and philosophy, festivals, 

astronomy, alchemy, manners and customs, social life, weights and measures, 

iconography, laws and metrology. 

• Generally (though not always), Al-Biruni adopted a distinctive structure in each 

chapter, beginning with a question, following this up with a description based on 

Sanskritic traditions, and concluding with a comparison with other cultures. Some 

present-day scholars have argued that this almost geometric structure, remarkable 

for its precision and predictability, owed much to his mathematical orientation. 

• Al-Biruni, who wrote in Arabic, probably intended his work for peoples living along the 

frontiers of the subcontinent. He was familiar with translations and adaptations of 

Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit texts into Arabic – these ranged from fables to works on 

astronomy and medicine. However, he was also critical about the ways in which these 

texts were written, and clearly wanted to improve on them. 
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32. Consider the following statements regarding Small Grants Programme (SGP) 

1. It was launched alongside the Paris Climate Summit in 2015 

2. It provides direct financial and technical support to communities and civil society 

organizations for various projects that conserve and restore the environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Small Grants Programme (SGP) program was launched alongside the Rio Earth 

Summit in 1992 

• This initiative provides direct financial and technical support to communities and Civil 

Society Organizations for various projects that conserve and restore the environment 

while enhancing people’s well- being and livelihoods. 

• The program is funded by Global Environment Facility (GEF) and executed by the 

United Nation Development Program (UNDP). 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding Sufism 

1. The Sufism sought an interpretation of the Qur’an on the basis of their personal 

experience. 

2. It discouraged the practice of pilgrimage or ziyarat. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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Sufism 

• In the early centuries of Islam a group of religious minded people called sufis turned 

to asceticism and mysticism in protest against the growing materialism of the 

Caliphate as a religious and political institution. They were critical of the dogmatic 

definitions and scholastic methods of interpreting the Qur’an and sunna (traditions of 

the Prophet) adopted by theologians. 

• Instead, they laid emphasis on seeking salvation through intense devotion and love 

for God by following His commands, and by following the example of the Prophet 

Muhammad whom they regarded as a perfect human being. The sufis thus sought an 

interpretation of the Qur’an on the basis of their personal experience. 

Khanqahs and silsilas 

• By the eleventh century Sufism evolved into a well-developed movement with a body 

of literature on Quranic studies and sufi practices. Institutionally, the sufis began to 

organise communities around the hospice or khanqah (Persian) controlled by a 

teaching master known as shaikh (in Arabic), pir or murshid (in Persian). He enrolled 

disciples (murids) and appointed a successor (khalifa). He established rules for 

spiritual conduct and interaction between inmates as well as between laypersons and 

the master. 

• Sufi silsilas began to crystallise in different parts of the Islamic world around the 

twelfth century. The word silsila literally means a chain, signifying a continuous link 

between master and disciple, stretching as an unbroken spiritual genealogy to the 

Prophet Muhammad. It was through this channel that spiritual power and blessings 

were transmitted to devotees. Special rituals of initiation were developed in which 

initiates took an oath of allegiance, wore a patched garment, and shaved their hair. 

When the shaikh died, his tomb-shrine (dargah, a Persian term meaning court) 

became the centre of devotion for his followers. This encouraged the practice of 

pilgrimage or ziyarat to his grave, particularly on his death anniversary or urs (or 

marriage, signifying the union of his soul with God). This was because people believed 

that in death saints were united with God, and were thus closer to Him than when 

living. People sought their blessings to attain material and spiritual benefits. Thus 

evolved the cult of the shaikh revered as wali. 

 

34. During the Mughal Period, the designation ‘khud-kashta and pahi-kashta’ were used for 

 (a) Traders 

 (b) Nomadic saints 

 (c) Foreign travelers 

 (d) Peasants 
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Solution: D 

 

• The term which Indo-Persian sources of the Mughal period most frequently used to 

denote a peasant was raiyat (plural, riaya) or muzarian. In addition, we also encounter 

the terms kisan or asami. Sources of the seventeenth century refer to two kinds of 

peasants – khud-kashta and pahi-kashta. The former were residents of the village in 

which they held their lands. The latter were non-resident cultivators who belonged 

to some other village, but cultivated lands elsewhere on a contractual basis. People 

became pahi-kashta either out of choice – for example, when terms of revenue in a 

distant village were more favourable – or out of compulsion – for example, forced by 

economic distress after a famine. 

 

35. Consider the following statements regarding Bio-Ethanol 

1. It is produced from fermentation of carbohydrate and cellulosic material of crops 

and other plants and grasses. 

2. First generation biofuels uses non-food crops and feedstock such as wood, 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bio ethanol is alcohol produced from fermentation of carbohydrate and cellulosic material 

of crops and other plants and grasses generally used as an additive to increase octane number 

of fuel. 

First Generation Biofuels: It uses the food crops like wheat and sugar 

Second Generation Biofuels: It uses non-food crops and feedstock such as Wood, grass. 

Third Generation Biofuels: It uses specially engineered Algae. 

Fourth Generation Biofuels: It aimed at not only producing sustainable energy but also a way 

of capturing and storing CO2. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/bioethanol  
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36. Consider the following statements regarding Qutbuddin Aibak 

1. Qutbuddin Aibak was a slave of Muhammad Ghori. 

2. He completed the construction of Qutb Minar and named it after a famous Sufi 

Saint Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakthiyar. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Qutbuddin Aibak (1206-1210) 

• Qutbuddin Aibak was a slave of Muhammad Ghori, who made him the Governor of 

his Indian possessions. He set up his military headquarters at Indraprasta, near Delhi. 

He raised a standing army and established his hold over north India even during the 

life time of Ghori. 

• After the death of Ghori in 1206, Aibak declared his independence. He severed all 

connections with the kingdom of Ghori and thus founded the Slave dynasty as well as 

the Delhi Sultanate. He assumed the title Sultan and made Lahore his capital. His rule 

lasted for a short period of four years. 

• Muslim writers call Aibak Lakh Baksh or giver of lakhs because he gave liberal 

donations to them. Aibak patronized the great scholar Hasan Nizami. 

• He also started the construction of Qutb Minar after the name of a famous Sufi saint 

Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakthiyar. It was later completed by Iltutmish. 

• Aibak died suddenly while playing chaugan (horse polo) in 1210. He was succeeded by 

his son Aram Baksh, who was replaced by Iltutmish after eight months. 

 

37. The system of dagh and huliya was introduced by 

 (a) Sikandar Lodi 

 (b) Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq 

 (c) Sher Shah Sur 

 (d) Alauddin Khalji 
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Solution: D 

 

• Alauddin Khalji maintained a large permanent standing army and paid them in cash 

from the royal treasury. According the Ferishta, he recruited 4,75,000 cavalrymen. He 

introduced the system of dagh (branding of horses) and prepared huliya (descriptive 

list of soldiers). In order to ensure maximum efficiency, a strict review of army from 

time to time was carried out. 

• The introduction of paying salaries in cash to the soldiers led to price regulations 

popularly called as Market Reforms. Alauddin Khalji established four separate 

markets in Delhi, one for grain; another for cloth, sugar, dried fruits, butter and oil; a 

third for horses, slaves and cattle; and a fourth for miscellaneous commodities. Each 

market was under the control of a high officer called Shahna-i-Mandi. 

 

38. Consider the following statements regarding Bharati Script 

1. It is a unified script for Indian languages which is being proposed as a common 

script for India. 

2. It has been developed by Ministry of Culture. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Researchers from IIT Madras have already developed a unified script for nine Indian 

languages, named the Bharati Script. 

• Now, going a step further, developed a method for reading documents in Bharati 

script using a multi-lingual optical character recognition (OCR) scheme. 

What is Optical Character Recognition (OCR) scheme? 

• It involves first separating (or segmenting) the document into text and non-text. 

• The text is then segmented into paragraphs, sentences words and letters. 

• Each letter has to be recognised as a character in some recognisable format such as 

ASCII or Unicode. 

• The letter has various components such as the basic consonant, consonant modifiers, 

vowels etc. 
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What is Bharati Script? 

• It is an alternative script for the languages of India developed by a team at the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) in Madras lead by Dr. Srinivasa Chakravarthy. 

• The scripts that have been integrated include Devnagari, Bengali, Gurmukhi, Gujarati, 

Oriya, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Tamil. 

• English and Urdu have not been integrated so far as they have a very different 

phonetic organisation. 

Format: 

• The Bharati characters are made up of three tiers stacked vertically. The consonant 

at the root of the letter is placed in the centre and the modifiers are in the top and 

bottom tiers. 

• Bharati has, in general, 17 vowels and 22 consonants. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/  

 

39. During the period of Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the term ‘Diwani Kohi’ was used for 

(a) Department of religious affairs 

(b) Department of correspondence 

(c) Department of agriculture 

(d) Finance department 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlaq was assisted by a number of departments and 

officials in his administration. The post of Naib was the most powerful one. The Naib 

practically enjoyed all the powers of the Sultan and exercised general control over all 

the departments. Next to him was the Wazir who was heading the finance 

department called Diwani Wizarat. 

• The military department was called Diwani Ariz. It was headed by Ariz-i-mumalik. 

Diwani Rasalat was the department of religious affairs. It was headed by chief Sadr. 

• The department of correspondence was called Diwani Insha. All the correspondence 

between the ruler and the officials was dealt with by this department. 

• Muhammad bin Tughlaq created a separate agricultural department, Diwani Kohi. 
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40. Who among the following foreign travelers visited the Vijayanagar Empire 

1. Ibn Battuta 

2. Nicolo de Conti 

3. Abdur Razzak 

4. Domingo Paes 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The history of Vijayanagar Empire constitutes an important chapter in the history of 

India. Four dynasties – Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu – ruled Vijayanagar from 

A.D. 1336 to 1672. 

• The sources for the study of Vijayanagar are varied such as literary, archaeological and 

numismatics. Krishnadevaraya’s Amukthamalyada, Gangadevi’s Maduravijayam 

and Allasani Peddanna’s Manucharitam are some of the indigenous literature of this 

period. 

• Many foreign travelers visited the Vijayanagar Empire and their accounts are also 

valuable. The Moroccan traveler, Ibn Battuta, Venetian traveler Nicolo de Conti, 

Persian traveler Abdur Razzak and the Portuguese traveler Domingo Paes were 

among them who left valuable accounts on the socio-economic conditions of the 

Vijayanagar Empire. 

 

41. The ‘Cyber Safe Women’ initiative has been launched by 

 (a) Karnataka 

 (b) Haryana 

 (c) Maharashtra 

 (d) Kerala 

 

Solution: C 
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‘Cyber Safe Women’ initiative: 

• The Maharashtra government has launched a ‘cyber safe women’ campaign across 

the state, on the birth anniversary of Indian social reformer, Savitribai Phule. 

• The cyber safe women initiative aims to spread awareness regarding the atrocities 

committed against women and children as well as the laws regarding cybercrime. 

• It will educate women about how the web is used by anti-social elements to commit 

various types of crimes. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-

04-january-2020/  

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding administration under the Vijayanagar 

Empire 

1. Vijayanagar rulers gave full powers to the local authorities in the administration. 

2. In the matter of justice, harsh punishments were not given. 

3. Land revenue was fixed generally one sixth of the produce. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The administration under the Vijayanagar Empire was well organized. The king 

enjoyed absolute authority in executive, judicial and legislative matters. He was the 

highest court of appeal. The succession to the throne was on the principle of 

hereditary. Sometimes usurpation to the throne took place as Saluva Narasimha came 

to power by ending the Sangama dynasty. The king was assisted by a council of 

ministers in his day to day administration. 

• The Empire was divided into different administrative units called Mandalams, Nadus, 

sthalas and finally into gramas. The governor of Mandalam was called Mandaleswara 

or Nayak. Vijayanagar rulers gave full powers to the local authorities in the 

administration. 

• Besides land revenue, tributes and gifts from vassals and feudal chiefs, customs 

collected at the ports, taxes on various professions were other sources of income to 

the government. Land revenue was fixed generally one sixth of the produce. The 

expenditure of the government includes personal expenses of king and the charities 
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given by him and military expenditure. In the matter of justice, harsh punishments 

such as mutilation and throwing to elephants were followed. 

• The Vijayanagar army was well-organized and efficient. It consisted of the cavalry, 

infantry, artillery and elephants. High-breed horses were procured from foreign 

traders. The top-grade officers of the army were known as Nayaks or Poligars. They 

were granted land in lieu of their services. These lands were called amaram. Soldiers 

were usually paid in cash. 

 

43. Who among the following was the founder of the Bahmani kingdom? 

 (a) Alauddin Bahman Shah 

 (b) Muhammad Shah I 

 (c) Mahmud Gawan 

 (d) Firoz Shah 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bahmani Kingdom 

• The founder of the Bahmani kingdom was Alauddin Bahman Shah also known as 

Hasan Gangu in 1347. Its capital was Gulbarga. There were a total of fourteen Sultans 

ruling over this kingdom. 

• Among them, Alauddin Bahman Shah, Muhammad Shah I and Firoz Shah were 

important. Ahmad Wali Shah shifted the capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. 

• The power of the Bahmani kingdom reached its peak under the rule of Muhammad 

Shah III. It extended from the Arabian sea to the Bay of Bengal. 

• On the west it extended from Goat to Bombay. On the east, it extended from Kakinada 

to the mouth of the river Krishna. The success of Muhammad Shah was due to the 

advice and services of his minister Mahmud Gawan. 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding Interpol: 

1. It is an inter government organization. 

2. Recently, India withdrew its membership 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Interpol has issued a Blue Corner notice to help locate fugitive self-styled godman 

Nithyananda, weeks after the Gujarat Police sought the agency’s intervention for this. 

Nithyananda fled India last year amid allegations of rape and sexual abuse. 

What is a Interpol notice? 

• Notices are international requests for cooperation or alerts allowing police in member 

countries to share critical crime-related information. 

• There are seven types of notices — Red Notice, Yellow Notice, Blue Notice, Black 

Notice, Green Notice, Orange Notice, and Purple Notice. 

What is blue notice? 

• Issued to “collect additional information about a person’s identity, location or 

activities in relation to a crime.” 

What is Interpol? 

• The International Criminal Police Organisation, or Interpol, is a 194-member 

intergovernmental organisation. 

• Headquartered in Lyon, France. 

• Formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling 

itself Interpol in 1956. 

• Interpol’s declared global policing goals include countering terrorism, promoting 

border integrity worldwide, protection of vulnerable communities, providing a secure 

cyberspace for people and businesses, curbing illicit markets, supporting environment 

security, and promoting global integrity. 

• India joined the organisation in 1949. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/what-is-a-blue-corner-notice/  

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding administration under Shivaji 

1. The king was assisted by a council of ministers called Ashtapradhan. 

2. Many of the administrative reforms of Shivaji were based on the practices of the 

Deccan sultanates. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Shivaji’s Administration 

Shivaji was also a great administrator. He laid the foundations of a sound system of 

administration. The king was the pivot of the government. He was assisted by a council of 

ministers called Ashtapradhan. However, each minister was directly responsible to Shivaji. 

• Peshwa – Finance and general administration. Later he became the prime minister. 

• Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati – Military commander, a honorary post. 

• Amatya – Accountant General. 

• Waqenavis – Intelligence, posts and household affairs. 

• Sachiv – Correspondence. 

• Sumanta – Master of ceremonies. 

• Nyayadish – Justice. 

• Panditarao – Charities and religious administration. 

Most of the administrative reforms of Shivaji were based on the practices of the Deccan 

sultanates. For example, Peshwa was the Persian title. 

 

46. Consider the following statements regarding National Commission for Women 

1. National Commission for Women is a statutory body constituted under the 

National Commission for Women Act, 1990. 

2. It doesn’t have suo-moto powers for investigating the matter related to women. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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The National Commission for Women was set up as statutory body in January 1992 under 

the National Commission for Women Act, 1990, to 

• Review the Constitutional and Legal safeguards for women 

• Recommend remedial legislative measures 

• Facilitate redressal of grievances 

• Advise the Government on all policy matters affecting women 

• It has suo-moto powers for investigating the matter related to women concern. 

 

47. Which of the following was/were the works of Allasani Peddanna 

1. Harikathasaram 

2. Ushaparinayam 

3. Jambavati Kalyanam 

4. Manucharitam 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Allasani Peddanna was the greatest and he was called Andhrakavita Pitamaga. His 

important works include Manucharitam and Harikathasaram. Pingali Suranna and 

Tenali Ramakrishna were other important scholars. Krishna Deva Raya himself 

authored a Telugu work, Amukthamalyadha and Sanskrit works, Jambavati 

Kalyanam and Ushaparinayam. 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding Indian National Commission for 

Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU). 

1. It is a permanent Commission. 

2. It functions under the Ministry of Culture. 

3. It aims to advise the Government in matters falling in the domain of UNESCO. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 
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 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

Indian National Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) 

• Initially Setup in 1949, it is a governmental body functioning under the Department of 

Secondary and Higher Education in the Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

• A permanent Commission was established in 1951. 

• The objective of the Commission is to advise the Government in matters relating to 

the UNESCO. 

• The Constitution of the UNESCO mandates each member to form a national 

commission to function as agencies of liaison between the national government and 

UNESCO. 

Composition: 

• The Minister for Human Resource Development is the President of the Commission. 

• The Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of Higher Education is 

the Secretary-General of the Commission. 

Important functions: 

• To promote understanding of the objects and purposes of UNESCO among the people 

of the Republic of India. 

• To serve as a liaison agency between the Government of India and the institutions 

concerned with the working for the advancement of education, science and culture. 

• To cooperate with the Government departments and with services, organizations and 

institutions concerned with questions within UNESCO’s competence. 

• To collaborate with the National Commissions of Asia and the Pacific and with 

UNESCO’s Regional Offices and centres in fostering regional, sub-regional and bilateral 

cooperation in education, the sciences, culture and information, particularly through 

the joint formulation and execution of programmes. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/indian-national-commission-for-

cooperation-with-unesco-inccu/  

 

49. Consider the following statements regarding administration under Aurangazeb 

1. A separate department was created to enforce moral codes under a high-

powered officer called Muhtasib. 

2. He permitted the celebration of Dasarah and practice of Jarokhadarshan. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Aurangazeb was a staunch and orthodox Muslim in his personal life. His ideal was to 

transform India into an Islamic state. He created a separate department to enforce 

moral codes under a high-powered officer called Muhtasib. Drinking was prohibited. 

Cultivation and use of bhang and other drugs were banned. Aurangazeb forbade music 

in the Mughal court. He discontinued the practice of Jarokhadarshan. He also 

discontinued the celebration of Dasarah and royal astronomers and astrologers were 

also dismissed from service. 

• Initially Aurangazeb banned the construction of new Hindu temples and repair of old 

temples. In 1679, he reimposed jiziya and pilgrim tax. He was also not tolerant of 

other Muslim sects. The celebration of Muharram was stopped. His invasions against 

the Deccan sultanates were partly due to his hatred of the Shia faith. 

 

50. Consider the following statements regarding Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 

1. It is prepared by a NGO called Pratham. 

2. It is a school based survey. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2019 has been published by education non-

profit Pratham. 
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What is ASER and why it matters? 

• This is an annual survey that aims to provide reliable estimates of children’s 

enrolment and basic learning levels for each district and state in India. 

• ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural districts of India. 

• It is the largest citizen-led survey in India. 

• It is also the only annual source of information on children’s learning outcomes 

available in India today. 

• Unlike most other large-scale learning assessments, ASER is a household-based rather 

than school-based survey. This design enables all children to be included – those who 

have never been to school or have dropped out, as well as those who are in 

government schools, private schools, religious schools or anywhere else. 

 

Key findings: 

• Only 16% of children in Class 1 in 26 surveyed rural districts can read text at the 

prescribed level, while almost 40% cannot even recognise letters. 

• Only 41% of these children could recognise two digit numbers. 

• Many Indian parents choose government schools for girls in the age group of 4 to 8 

years while they favour private schools for boys. 

• At least 25% of school children in the four-eight age group do not have age-

appropriate cognitive and numeracy skills, making for a massive learning deficit at a 

very early stage. 

• More than 90% of children in the 4-8 age group are enrolled in some type of 

educational institution. This proportion increases with age, from 91.3% of all 4-year-

olds to 99.5% of all 8-year-olds in sampled districts. 

• Children from less advantaged homes are disproportionately affected. Although 

almost half of all 4-year-olds and more than a quarter of all 5-year-olds are enrolled in 

anganwadis, these children have far lower levels of cognitive skill and foundational 

ability than their counterparts in private LKG/UKG classes. 
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• Overall, 41.7% of children in class I are of the RTE-mandated age. 

• Children’s skills and abilities improve in each subsequent class. As per the report, 

“children’s ability to read standard I level text improves from 16.2% of children in 

standard I to 50.8% children in standard III. This means that half of all children in 

standard III are already at least two years behind where the curriculum expects them 

to be.” 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/aser-2019/ 

 

DAY – 27 (InstaTest-27) 

 

51. Consider the following statement regarding Central Adoption Resource Authority 

(CARA) 

1. It is statutory body established under the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 

1956. 

2. It is the designated Central Authority for regulating Inter-country Adoption. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Celebrated its 5th annual day. 

About CARA: 

• CARA is an apex body of Government of India for promoting and facilitating In-

country Adoption and is the designated Central Authority for regulating Inter-

country Adoption. 

• CARA was designated as a Statutory Body on 15 Jan 2016, under the provisions of 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

 

52. Consider the following statements regarding Harappan script 

1. Most inscriptions are long, the shortest inscription contains about 26 signs. 

2. The script was written from right to left. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• An enigmatic script Harappan seals usually have a line of writing, probably containing 

the name and title of the owner. Scholars have also suggested that the motif 

(generally an animal) conveyed a meaning to those who could not read. 

• Most inscriptions are short, the longest containing about 26 signs. Although the script 

remains undeciphered to date, it was evidently not alphabetical (where each sign 

stands for a vowel or a consonant) as it has just too many signs – somewhere between 

375 and 400. It is apparent that the script was written from right to left as some seals 

show a wider spacing on the right and cramping on the left, as if the engraver began 

working from the right and then ran out of space. 

• Consider the variety of objects on which writing has been found: seals, copper tools, 

rims of jars, copper and terracotta tablets, jewellery, bone rods, even an ancient 

signboard! Remember, there may have been writing on perishable materials too. 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding Buddhist philosophy 

1. The world is transient and constantly changing. 

2. The world is soulless as there is nothing permanent or eternal in it. 

3. In Buddhism, whether or not god existed was irrelevant. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 
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• The Buddha’s teachings have been reconstructed from stories, found mainly in the 

Sutta Pitaka. Although some stories describe his miraculous powers, others suggest 

that the Buddha tried to convince people through reason and persuasion rather than 

through displays of supernatural power. 

• For instance, when a grief-stricken woman whose child had died came to the Buddha, 

he gently convinced her about the inevitability of death rather than bring her son back 

to life. These stories were narrated in the language spoken by ordinary people so that 

these could be easily understood. 

• According to Buddhist philosophy, the world is transient (anicca) and constantly 

changing; it is also soulless (anatta) as there is nothing permanent or eternal in it. 

Within this transient world, sorrow (dukkha) is intrinsic to human existence. It is by 

following the path of moderation between severe penance and self-indulgence that 

human beings can rise above these worldly troubles. In the earliest forms of 

Buddhism, whether or not god existed was irrelevant. 

 

54. Which of the following states celebrate the Nagoba Jatara tribal festival? 

 (a) Kerala 

 (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Telangana 

 (d) Andhra Pradesh 

 

Solution: C 

 

• A month-long Nagoba Jatra festival has celebrated in Telangana. 

What is it? 

• It is a tribal festival held in Telangana. 

• Also known as Keslapur jatara. 

• It is a huge religious and cultural event of the Boigutta branch of Mesram clan of the 

aboriginal Raj Gond and Pardhan tribes. 

• During the festival, the maha puja of serpent god Nagoba is held. 

• The Gusadi Dance performance by dancers from the Gond tribe is a major special 

attraction of the event. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-

30-january-2020/  

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-30-january-2020/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  45 Insights IAS 

55. Consider the following statements regarding Ibn Battuta 

1. He was a Moroccan traveler and his book of travels was Rihla, written in Arabic. 

2. Alauddin Khalji appointed him the qazi or judge of Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Ibn Battuta’s book of travels, called Rihla, written in Arabic, provides extremely rich 

and interesting details about the social and cultural life in the subcontinent in the 

fourteenth century. This Moroccan traveler was born in Tangier into one of the most 

respectable and educated families known for their expertise in Islamic religious law or 

shari‘a. 

• True to the tradition of his family, Ibn Battuta received literary and scholastic 

education when he was quite young. 

• Unlike most other members of his class, Ibn Battuta considered experience gained 

through travels to be a more important source of knowledge than books. He just loved 

travelling, and went to far-off places, exploring new worlds and peoples. Before he set 

off for India in 1332-33, he had made pilgrimage trips to Mecca, and had already 

travelled extensively in Syria, Iraq, Persia, Yemen, Oman and a few trading ports on 

the coast of East Africa. 

• Travelling overland through Central Asia, Ibn Battuta reached Sind in 1333. He had 

heard about Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi, and lured by his reputation 

as a generous patron of arts and letters, set off for Delhi, passing through Multan and 

Uch. The Sultan was impressed by his scholarship, and appointed him the qazi or judge 

of Delhi. He remained in that position for several years, until he fell out of favour and 

was thrown into prison. Once the misunderstanding between him and the Sultan was 

cleared, he was restored to imperial service, and was ordered in 1342 to proceed to 

China as the Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol ruler. 

 

56. Consider the following statements regarding Nayanars 

1. Nayanars, literally means leaders who were devotees of Shiva. 

2. They composed the Nalayira Divyaprabandham and it was frequently described 

as the Tamil Veda. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Alvars and Nayanars of Tamil Nadu Some of the earliest bhakti movements (c. 

sixth century) were led by the Alvars (literally, those who are “immersed” in devotion 

to Vishnu) and Nayanars (literally, leaders who were devotees of Shiva). 

• They travelled from place to place singing hymns in Tamil in praise of their gods. 

During their travels the Alvars and Nayanars identified certain shrines as abodes of 

their chosen deities. Very often large temples were later built at these sacred places. 

These developed as centres of pilgrimage. Singing compositions of these poet-saints 

became part of temple rituals in these shrines, as did worship of the saints’ images. 

Attitudes towards caste 

• Some historians suggest that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest 

against the caste system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted to 

reform the system. To some extent this is corroborated by the fact that bhaktas hailed 

from diverse social backgrounds ranging from Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators 

and even from castes considered “untouchable”. 

• The importance of the traditions of the Alvars and Nayanars was sometimes indicated 

by the claim that their compositions were as important as the Vedas. For instance, one 

of the major anthologies of compositions by the Alvars, the Nalayira 

Divyaprabandham, was frequently described as the Tamil Veda, thus claiming that 

the text was as significant as the four Vedas in Sanskrit that were cherished by the 

Brahmanas. 

 

57. Consider the following pairs of GI tag handlooms and their respective states: 

Handlooms  State 
1. Patan Patola         : Maharashtra 
2. Gadwal Sarees : Andhra Pradesh 
3. Kuthampully Sarees : Tamil Nadu 
4. Wangkhei Phee : Meghalaya 
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Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 4 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

In a historic initiative taken by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), a silk 

processing plant has been set up in Gujarat. 

• Patola is a centuries old double Ikat weave, with its origins in Patan, the northern 

region of Gujarat. 

• Gadwal sari is a handcrafted woven sari style in Gadwal of Jogulamba Gadwal district 

in the Indian state of Telangana. It was registered as one of the geographical 

indication from Telangana by Geographical Indications of Goods Act, 1999. They are 

most notable for the Zari on the saris. 

• Kuthampully Saree is a type of Sari traditionally made by weavers from Kuthampully 

village in Thiruvilwamala Grama Panchayat of Thrissur district of Kerala state in India. 

The Kuthampully Saree is distinguished by its Saree borders 

• Wangkhei Phee is a textile fabric made of white cotton. It is a product which is 

protected under the GI registration and is made throughout the Indian state of 

Manipur and is woven by women. 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1594198  

 

58. The term Mlechchha was used to refer 

 (a) Trade associations 

 (b) Mendicates 

 (c) Migrant communities 

 (d) Tribal communities 

 

Solution: C 
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• People were occasionally identified in terms of the region from which they came. So, 

the Turkish rulers were designated as Turushka, Tajika were people from Tajikistan 

and Parashika were people from Persia. Sometimes, terms used for other peoples 

were applied to the new migrants. For instance, the Turks and Afghans were referred 

to as Shakas and Yavanas (a term used for Greeks). 

• A more general term for these migrant communities was mlechchha, indicating that 

they did not observe the norms of caste society and spoke languages that were not 

derived from Sanskrit. Such terms sometimes had a derogatory connotation, but they 

rarely denoted a distinct religious community of Muslims in opposition to Hindus. 

 

59. The famous book Badshah Nama was written by 

 (a) Abu’l Fazl 

 (b) Shah Jahan 

 (c) Jahangir 

 (d) Abdul Hamid Lahori 

 

Solution: D 

 

• A pupil of Abu’l Fazl, Abdul Hamid Lahori is known as the author of the Badshah 

Nama. Emperor Shah Jahan, hearing of his talents, commissioned him to write a 

history of his reign modelled on the Akbar Nama. The Badshah Nama is this official 

history in three volumes (daftars) of ten lunar years each. Lahori wrote the first and 

second daftars comprising the first two decades of the emperor’s rule (1627-47); these 

volumes were later revised by Sadullah Khan, Shah Jahan’s wazir. Infirmities of old 

age prevented Lahori from proceeding with the third decade which was then 

chronicled by the historian Waris. 

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding National Initiative for School Heads and 

Teachers Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA) 

1. It is the world’s largest teachers’ training programme of its kind in the world. 

2. It aims to improve learning outcomes at the Elementary level and secondary level 

under Samagra Shiksha during 2019-20. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

About NISHTHA: 

• NISHTHA is the world’s largest teachers’ training programme of its kind in the world. 

• The initiative is an Integrated Teacher Training Programme of the Department of 

School Education and Literacy, MHRD as part of its National Mission to improve 

learning outcomes at the Elementary level under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of 

Samagra Shiksha during 2019-20. 

• The basic objective of this massive training programme is to motivate and equip 

teachers to encourage and foster critical thinking in students. 

• The initiative is first of its kind wherein standardized training modules are developed 

at national level for all States and UTs. However, States and UTs can contextualize the 

training modules and use their own material and resource persons also, keeping in 

view the core topics and expected outcomes of NISHTHA. 

The prominent features of this integrated programme are: 

• Activity based modules including educational games and quizzes, Social-emotional 

learning, motivational interactions, team building, preparation for school based 

assessment, in-built continuous feedback mechanism, online monitoring and support 

system, training need and impact analysis (Pre and Post training). 

Expected outcomes: 

• Teachers will get awareness and develop their skills on various aspects related to 

Learning Outcomes, Competency Based Learning and Testing, Learner-centered 

Pedagogy, School Safety and Security etc. 

• This integrated programme aims to build the capacities of around 42 lakh participants 

covering all teachers and Heads of Schools at the elementary level in all Government 

schools, faculty members of State Councils of Educational Research and Training 

(SCERTs), District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs) as well as Block Resource 

Coordinators and Cluster Resource Coordinators in all States and UTs. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/in-news-pib-nishtha-national-initiative-for-

school-heads-and-teachers-holistic-advancement/  

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding later Vedic period 

1. The importance of the Samiti and the Sabha had increased during the later Vedic 

period. 
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2. The king performed rituals and sacrifices such as Rajasuya and Asvamedha, to 

strengthen his position. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Political Organization 

• Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period. Many jana or tribes were 

amalgamated to form janapadas or rashtras in the later Vedic period. Hence the royal 

power had increased along with the increase in the size of kingdom. The king 

performed various rituals and sacrifices to strengthen his position. They include 

Rajasuya (consecration ceremony), Asvamedha (horse sacrifice) and Vajpeya (chariot 

race). The kings also assumed titles like Rajavisvajanan, Ahilabhuvanapathi, (lord of 

all earth), Ekrat and Samrat (sole ruler). 

• In the later Vedic period, a large number of new officials were involved in the 

administration in addition to the existing purohita, senani and gramani. They include 

the treasury officer, tax collector and royal messenger. At the lower levels, the 

administration was carried on by the village assemblies. The importance of the Samiti 

and the Sabha had diminished during the later Vedic period. 

 

62. Which of the following principles was/were considered as the Triratnas of Jainism? 

1. Right faith 

2. Right knowledge 

3. Right concentration 

4. Right conduct 

5. Right livelihood 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

 (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 3 and 5 only 
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Solution: C 

 

Teachings of Mahavira 

The three principles of Jainism, also known as Triratnas (three gems), are: 

1. right faith 

2. right knowledge 

3. right conduct. 

Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira. Right Knowledge is the 

acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing without a 

creator and that all objects possess a soul. Right conduct refers to the observance of the five 

great vows: 

1. not to injure life 

2. not to lie 

3. not to steal 

4. not to acquire property 

5. not to lead immoral life. 

 

63. Which of the following states in India has/have both Mangroves and Tropical Evergreen 

forests? 

1. Karnataka 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Himachal Pradesh 

4. Kerala 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Goa has both tropical evergreen and mangrove 

forests. 

• Mangrove forest is absent in Arunachal Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. 
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64. Consider the following statements regarding Nanda dynasty 

1. The Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela of Kalinga refers to the conquest of 

Kalinga by the Nandas. 

2. The enormous wealth of the Nandas is referred to in the Tamil Sangam work 

Ahananuru. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Mahapadma Nanda was a powerful ruler of the Nanda dynasty. He uprooted the 

kshatriya dynasties in north India and assumed the title ekarat. The Puranas speak of 

the extensive conquests made by Mahapadma. The Hathigumpha inscription of 

Kharavela of Kalinga refers to the conquest of Kalinga by the Nandas. 

• Many historians believe that a considerable portion of the Deccan was also under the 

control of the Nandas. Therefore, Mahapadma Nanda may be regarded as a great 

empire builder. According to the Buddhist tradition, Mahapadma Nanda ruled about 

ten years. He was succeeded by his eight sons, who ruled successively. 

• The last Nanda ruler was Dhana Nanda. He kept the Magadhan empire intact and 

possessed a powerful army and enormous wealth. The fabulous wealth of the Nandas 

is also mentioned by several sources. The enormous wealth of the Nandas is also 

referred to in the Tamil Sangam work Ahananuru by the poet Mamulanar. 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Asoka’s reign 

1. The effects of the Kalinga war were described by Asoka himself in the 7th Pillar 

edict. 

2. Asoka embraced Buddhism under the influence of Buddhist monk, Moggaliputta 

Tissa. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: D 

 

• The most important event of Asoka’s reign was his victorious war with Kalinga in 261 

B.C. 

• Although there is no detail about the cause and course of the war, the effects of the 

war were described by Asoka himself in the Rock edict XIII: “A hundred and fifty 

thousand were killed and many times that number perished…” After the war he 

annexed Kalinga to the Mauryan Empire. 

• Another most important effect of the Kalinga war was that Asoka embraced 

Buddhism under the influence of Buddhist monk, Upagupta. 

 

66. Which of the following fauna is not naturally found in the Western Ghats? 

 (a) Lion tailed Macaque 

 (b) Nilgiri Tahr 

 (c) Great Hornbill 

 (d) Golden Langur 

 

Solution: D 

 

• There are at least 139 mammal species. Of the 16 endemic mammals, 13 are 

threatened. Among the 32 threatened species are the critically endangered Malabar 

large-spotted civet, the endangered lion-tailed macaque, Nilgiri tahr, Bengal tiger 

and Indian elephants, the vulnerable Indian leopard, Nilgiri langur and gaur. 

• There are at least 508 bird species. Most of Karnataka’s five hundred species of birds 

are from the Western Ghats region. 

• There are at least 16 species of birds endemic to the Western Ghats including the 

endangered rufous-breasted laughingthrush, the vulnerable Nilgiri wood-pigeon, 

white-bellied shortwing and broad-tailed grassbird, the near threatened grey-

breasted laughingthrush, black-and-rufous flycatcher, Nilgiri flycatcher, and Nilgiri 

pipit, and the least concern Malabar (blue-winged) parakeet, Malabar grey hornbill, 

white-bellied treepie, grey-headed bulbul, rufous babbler, Wayanad 

laughingthrush, white-bellied blue-flycatcher and the crimson-backed sunbird. 

• Golden Langur is endemic to North Eastern Parts of India. 
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67. Consider the following statements regarding Gupta dynasty 

1. Chandragupta I is considered to be the founder of the Gupta era. 

2. The Meherauli Iron Pillar inscription mentions extensive conquests of 

Chandragupta I. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chandragupta I (320 – 330 A.D.) 

• The founder of the Gupta dynasty was Sri Gupta. He was succeeded by Ghatotkacha. 

These two were called Maharajas. Much information was not available about their 

rule. The next ruler was Chandragupta I and he was the first to be called 

Maharajadhiraja (the great king of kings). This title indicates his extensive conquests. 

He strengthened his position by a matrimonial alliance with the Licchavis. He married 

Kumaradevi, a princess of that family. This added to the power and prestige of the 

Gupta family. 

• The Meherauli Iron Pillar inscription mentions his extensive conquests. Chandragupta 

I is considered to be the founder of the Gupta era which starts with his accession in 

A.D. 320. 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding Pulakesin II 

1. The Aihole inscription issued by him gives the details of his reign. 

2. One of the important events in the reign of Pulakesin II was the visit of Hiuen 

Tsang to his kingdom. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Pulakesin II (608-642 A.D.) 

• The most important ruler of this dynasty was Pulakesin II. The Aihole inscription 

issued by him gives the details of his reign. He fought with the Kadambas of Banavasi 

and the Gangas of Mysore and established his suzerainty. 

• Durvinita, the Ganga ruler accepted his overlordship and even gave his daughter in 

marriage to Pulakesin II. Another notable achievement of Pulakesin II was the defeat 

of Harshavardhana on the banks of the river Narmada. He put a check to the ambition 

of Harsha to conquer the south. 

• In his first expedition against the Pallavas, Pulakesin II emerged victorious. 

• But he suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of Narasimhavarman I near Kanchi. 

Subsequently, the Chalukya capital Vatapi was captured and destroyed by the 

Pallavas. The most important event in the reign of Pulakesin II was the visit of Hiuen 

Tsang to his kingdom. 

 

69. Consider the following statements. 

1. Decennial population census is conducted by Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner, India under Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

2. Bihar is the most thickly populated state followed by West Bengal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the 

Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India under Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India. The decennial Census of India has been conducted 15 times. 

• It may be of historical interest that though the population census of India is a major 

administrative function; the Census Organisation was set up on an ad-hoc basis for 

each Census till the 1951 Census. The Census Act was enacted in 1948 to provide for 

the scheme of conducting population census with duties and responsibilities of census 

officers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  56 Insights IAS 

Population Density 

State   Population Area  Population Density 

Uttar Pradesh  199,812,341 240,928 km2 828/km2 

Maharashta  112,372,972 307,713 km2 365/km2 

Bihar   103,804,637 94,163 km2 1,102/km2 

West Bengal  91,347,736 88,752 km2 1,029/km2 

http://www.censusindia.gov.in/2011-common/aboutus.html  

 

70. Under Chola rule, which of the following qualifications were needed to become a ward 

member? 

1. Ownership of at least one fourth veli of land 

2. Own residence 

3. Above thirty years and below seventy years of age 

4. Knowledge of Vedas 

Which of the statement above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

Village Assemblies 

The system of village autonomy with sabhas and their committees developed through the 

ages and reached its culmination during the Chola rule. Two inscriptions belonging to the 

period of Parantaka I found at Uttiramerur provide details of the formation and functions of 

village councils. That village was divided into thirty wards and each was to nominate its 

members to the village council. 

The qualifications to become a ward member were: 

• Ownership of at least one fourth veli of land. 

• Own residence. 

• Above thirty years and below seventy years of age. 

• Knowledge of Vedas. 
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However, certain norms of disqualification were also mentioned in the inscriptions. They 

were: 

• Those who had been members of the committees for the past three years. 

• Those who had failed to submit accounts as committee members. 

• Those who had committed sins. 

• Those who had stolen the property of others. 

From the persons duly nominated, one was to be chosen for each ward by kudavolai system 

for a year. 

 

71. Which of the following location is geographically near to the Maldives? 

 (a) Sri Lanka 

 (b) Lakshadweep 

 (c) Kanyakumari 

 (d) Gulf of Mannar 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests 

www.insightsonindia.com  58 Insights IAS 

72. The Persian festival of Nauroz was introduced in India by 

 (a) Balban 

 (b) Firoz Tughlaq 

 (c) Iltutmish 

 (d) Mubarak Shah 

 

Solution: A 

 

Era of Balban (1246-1287) 

• Ghiyasuddin Balban, who was also known as Ulugh Khan, served as Naib or regent to 

Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud. He also strengthened his position by marrying his 

daughter to the Sultan. Balban was all powerful in the administration but he had to 

face the intrigues of his rivals in the royal court. He had overcome all the difficulties. 

In 1266 Nasiruddin Mahmud died without issues and Balban ascended the throne. 

• Balban’s experience as the regent made him to understand the problems of Delhi 

Sultanate. He knew that the real threat to the monarchy was from the nobles called 

the Forty. He was convinced that only by enhancing the power and authority of the 

monarchy he could face the problems. According to Balban the Sultan was God’s 

shadow on earth and the recipient of divine grace. Balban introduced rigorous court 

discipline and new customs such as prostration and kissing the Sultan’s feet to prove 

his superiority over the nobles. He also introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz to 

impress the nobles and people with his wealth and power. He stood forth as the 

champion of Turkish nobility. At the same time he did not share power with other 

nobles. Indian Muslims were not given important post in the government. He 

appointed spies to monitor the activities of the nobles. 

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding The Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund 

(PMNRF) 

1. Disbursements of PMNRF are made with the approval of the cabinet. 

2. Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from taxable 

income. 

3. The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any budgetary 

support. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 2 only 

 (b) 1 only 
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 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) was established in pursuance of 

an appeal by the then Prime Minister, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in 1948, with public 

contributions to assist displaced persons from Pakistan. 

• The resources of the PMNRF are now utilized primarily to render immediate relief to 

families of those killed in natural calamities like floods, cyclones and earthquakes, 

etc. and to the victims of the major accidents and riots. 

• Assistance from PMNRF is also rendered, to partially defray the expenses for medical 

treatment like heart surgeries, kidney transplantation, cancer treatment and acid 

attack etc. 

• The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any budgetary 

support. 

• PMNRF accepts only voluntary donations by individuals and institutions. 

• Disbursements are made with the approval of the Prime Minister. 

• Prime Minister is the Chairman of PMNRF and is assisted by Officers/ Staff on honorary 

basis. PMNRF has not been constituted by the Parliament. 

• The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act. The corpus of the fund is 

invested in various forms with scheduled commercial banks and other agencies. 

• PMNRF is exempt under Income Tax Act, 1961 under Section 10 and 139 for return 

purposes. Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from 

taxable income under section 80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

 

74. Consider the following statements regarding Krishna Deva Raya 

1. The Tuluva dynasty was founded by Krishna Deva Raya. 

2. He was a great patron of literature and art and he was known as Andhra Bhoja. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 
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Krishna Deva Raya (1509 – 1530) 

• The Tuluva dynasty was founded by Vira Narasimha. The greatest of the Vijayanagar 

rulers, Krishna Deva Raya belonged to the Tuluva dynasty. He possessed great 

military ability. His imposing personality was accompanied by high intellectual quality. 

His first task was to check the invading Bahmani forces. By that time the Bahmani 

kingdom was replaced by Deccan Sultanates. The Muslim armies were decisively 

defeated in the battle of Diwani by Krishna Deva Raya. Then he invaded Raichur Doab 

which had resulted in the confrontation with the Sultan of Bijapur, Ismail Adil Shah. 

But, Krishna Deva Raya defeated him and captured the city of Raichur in 1520. From 

there he marched on Bidar and captured it. 

• Krishna Deva Raya’s Orissa campaign was also successful. He defeated the Gajapathi 

ruler Prataparudra and conquered the whole of Telungana. He maintained friendly 

relations with the Portuguese. Albuquerque sent his ambassadors to Krishna Deva 

Raya. 

• Though a Vaishnavaite, he respected all religions. He was a great patron of literature 

and art and he was known as Andhra Bhoja. Eight eminent scholars known as 

Ashtadiggajas were at his royal court. 

 

75. The Global Talent Competitiveness Index has been released by 

(a) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

(b) World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

(c) Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

(d) INSEAD business school 

 

Solution: D 

 

Global Talent Competitive Index (GTCI) for 2020 has been released. 

About GTCI: 

• GTCI, launched in 2013, is an annual benchmarking report that measures the ability 

of countries to compete for talent. 

• It is released by INSEAD business school in partnership with Adecco Group and 

Google. 

• The report measures levels of Global Talent Competitiveness by looking at 70 

variables such as ease of hiring, gender earnings gap, and prevalence of training in 

firms. 
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Performance of India: 

• India is placed at no. 72. 

• Although more could be done to improve the country’s educational system (68th in 

Formal Education), India’s key strength relates to growing (44th) talent, due to its 

levels of lifelong learning (40th) and access to growth opportunities (39th). 

• The country’s highest-ranked sub-pillar is employability, but the ability to match 

labour market demand and supply stands in contrast to the country’s poor mid-level 

skills. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/global-talent-competitiveness-index-2/ 

 

DAY – 28 (InstaTest-28) 

 

76. Consider the following statements regarding All India Tiger Estimation – 2018 

1. Madhya Pradesh state has the highest number of tigers in India followed by 

Karnataka 

2. India conducts the All India Tiger Estimation for every five years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Tiger Estimation exercise is believed to be the world’s largest wildlife survey 

effort in terms of coverage, intensity of sampling and quantum of camera trapping. 

• Madhya Pradesh saw the highest number at 526, closely followed by Karnataka (524) 

and Uttarakhand (442). 

• India conducts the All India Tiger Estimation every four years.  Three cycles of the 

estimation have already been completed in 2006, 2010 and 2014. 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192351  
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77. ‘Zo Kutpui’ festival is organized to unify 

 (a) Nagas 

 (b) Reang and Bru tribes 

 (c) Mizo tribes 

 (d) Apatani tribes 

 

Solution: C 

 

‘Zo Kutpui’ festival 

• Mizoram govt organised ‘Zo Kutpui’ globally to unify Mizo tribes. 

• The first festival would be held at Vanghmun, a hub town of Mizos in neighbouring 

Tripura. 

• The event will see the presence of many important dignitaries from various Mizoram 

tribes and also witness cultural programmes and traditional songs from various Mizo 

tribes from Mizoram and other northeastern states. 

• The event aims at re-unifying and strengthening brotherhood among different tribes 

of Mizo. 

 

78. Among which of the following states Thotlakonda Monastery is located? 

 (a) Arunachal Pradesh 

 (b) Ladakh 

 (c) Himachal Pradesh 

 (d) Andhra Pradesh 

 

Solution: D 

 

Thotlakonda Monastery 

• The maha stupa of the 2,000-year-old Buddhist heritage site of Thotlakonda, 

reconstructed in 2016 by the state archaeology department, has collapsed during the 

recent torrential rainfall. 
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Key facts: 

• Thotlakonda Buddhist Complex is situated near Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, 

India. 

• Thotlakonda was well within the influence of ancient Kalinga, which was an important 

source of dissemination of Buddhism to Sri Lanka and various parts of Southeast Asia. 

• The excavations have established the existence of a Hinayana Buddhist complex 

which flourished 2000 years ago. 

• The excavations reveal Satavahana dynasty lead and Roman silver coins indicating 

foreign trade; terracotta tiles, stucco decorative pieces, sculptured panels, miniature 

stupa models in stone, and Buddha footprints were also found. 

• The excavations also yielded twelve inscriptions in the Brahmi script. 

 

79. Consider the following statements regarding Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 

(FCRA), 2010 

1. The rules framed under it regulate the receipt and usage of foreign contribution 

by non-governmental organisations in India. 

2. The intent of the act is to prevent use of foreign contribution for any activity 

detrimental to the national interest. 

3. It is not applicable to NRIs and overseas branches of Indian companies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 and rules framed under it (the 

“FCRA” or “Act”) regulate the receipt and usage of foreign contribution by non-

governmental organisations (“NGOs”) in India. 

• The intent of the Act is to prevent use of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality for 

any activity detrimental to the national interest. 

• It has a very wide scope and is applicable to a natural person, body corporate, all other 

types of Indian entities (whether incorporated or not) as well as NRIs and overseas 

branches/subsidiaries of Indian companies and other entities formed or registered in 

India. 
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80. Consider the following statements regarding Jnanpith Award 

1. Amitav Ghosh is the 1st English language writer to become a Jnanpith laureate. 

2. From 29th Jnanpith Award, English has been included in the language list for 

consideration of Jnanpith Award 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Jnanpith Award 

• Renowned English fiction writer Amitav Ghosh was felicitated with 54th Jnanpith 

Award. He is the 1st English language writer to become a Jnanpith laureate. 

• Eminent Malayalam poet Akkitham has been chosen for 55th Jnanpith Award for the 

year 2019. 

• The Jnanpith Award is one of the prestigious literary honours in the country. The 

award was instituted in 1961. 

• Eligibility: Any Indian citizen who writes in any of the official languages of India is 

eligible for the honour. 

• Initially English language was not considered for the Award but after 49th Jnanpith 

Award, English language was added to the list of languages for consideration. 

• From 49th Jnanpith Award, English has been included in the language list along with 

other Indian languages for consideration of Jnanpith Award, However, the award is 

open for only Indian citizens. 

 

81. The biggest stucco sculpture of Bhodhisattva was unearthed in 

 (a) Telangana 

 (b) Andhra Pradesh 

 (c) Bihar 

 (d) Uttar Pradesh 

 

Solution: A 
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Stucco sculpture and ikshvaku dynasty 

• Indian archaeologists recently unearthed a rare life-sized stucco sculpture from a 

Buddhist site at Phanigiri in Suryapet, Telangana. 

Key facts: 

• It is the biggest stucco sculpture found so far in India. It is about 1.73 metres in height 

and 35 cm in width. 

• It represents a Bhodhisattva in Jathaka Chakra. 

• It was created nearly 1,700 years ago by craftsmen at Phanigiri at peak of Ikshavaku 

dynasty. 

Who is Bhodhisattva? 

• A bodhisattva is a Buddhist deity who has attained the highest level of enlightenment, 

but who delays their entry into Paradise in order to help the earthbound. 

• The bodhisattva, known in Sanskrit as Avalokiteśvara, takes both male and female 

form and is associated with the qualities of mercy and compassion 

The Ikshvaku dynasty: 

• As per Puranic literature, it was founded by king Ikshvaku. It is also known as 

Sūryavaṁśa (the Solar dynasty). 

• Important Personalities belonging to this dynasty includes: Lord Rama, Twenty-two 

out of twenty-four Jain Tirthankara, and according to Buddhist texts, Prince 

Siddhartha also belonged to this dynasty. 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs) 

1. 75 tribal groups have been categorized by Ministry of Tribal Affairs as Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)s. 

2. Among the listed PVTG’s the highest number are found in Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 
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• PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. Due to this factor, more 

developed and assertive tribal groups take a major chunk of the tribal development 

funds, because of which PVTGs need more funds directed for their development. 

• In this context, in 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the most 

vulnerable tribal groups as a separate category called PVTGs and declared 52 such 

groups, while in 1993 an additional 23 groups were added to the category, making it 

a total of 75 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduled Tribes, spread over 17 states and one Union 

Territory (UT), in the country (2011 census). 

• PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups.  75 tribal groups have been 

categorized categorized by Ministry of Home Affairs as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Groups (PVTG)s 

• Among the 75 listed PVTG’s the highest number are found in Odisha (13). 

https://tribal.nic.in/pvtg.aspx  

https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/scheduled-tribes-welfare/primitive-vulnerable-tribal-

groups  

 

83. Consider the following statements regarding Bibi Ka Maqbara 

1. It was commissioned by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in the memory of his first 

and chief wife Dilras Banu Begum. 

2. The structure is known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Bibi Ka Maqbara 

• It is a tomb located in Aurangabad, Maharashtra. 

• It was commissioned in 1660 by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in the memory of his 

first and chief wife Dilras Banu Begum. 

• It is considered to be a symbol of Aurangzeb’s ‘conjugal fidelity’. 

• The structure, known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of its striking resemblance 

to the Taj Mahal. 
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84. Consider the following statements regarding Indus Valley Civilization 

1. Their bronze statues were made using the ‘lost wax’ technique. 

2. The best example is the statue of a girl popularly titled ‘Dancing Girl’, which was 

found in Harappa. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

Bronze Casting 

• The art of bronze casting was practised on a wide scale by the Harappans. Their bronze 

statues were made using the ‘lost wax’ technique in which the wax figures were first 

covered with a coating of clay and allowed to dry. Then the wax was heated and the 

molten wax was drained out through a tiny hole made in the clay cover. The hollow 

mould thus created was filled with molten metal which took the original shape of the 

object. Once the metal cooled, the clay cover was completely removed. In bronze we 

find human as well as animal figures, the best example of the former being the statue 

of a girl popularly titled ‘Dancing Girl’. 

DANCING GIRL 

• One of the best known artefacts from the Indus Valley is this approximately four inch 

high copper figure of a dancing girl. Found in Mohenjodaro, this exquisite casting 

depicts a girl whose long hair is tied in a bun. Bangles cover her left arm, a bracelet 

and an amulet or bangle adorn her right arm, and a cowry shell necklace is seen 

around her neck. Her right hand is on her hip and her left hand is clasped in a 

traditional Indian dance gesture. She has large eyes and flat nose. This figure is full of 

expression and bodily vigour and conveys a lot of information. 
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85. Consider the following statements 

1. 2+2 dialogue (Two plus Two discussion) is a diplomatic arrangement between 

India and U.S. 

2. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is a multilateral development bank that 

aims to support the building of infrastructure in the Asia-Pacific region was 

established by BRICS. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The 2+2 dialogue is to build a high level of trust between US and India promises to be 

the first of an annual series of dialogues held alternately in each country. India’s tango 

with the US comes on the 10th anniversary of the landmark Indo-US civil nuclear deal. 

• The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank 

with a mission to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia. Headquartered in 

Beijing, we began operations in January 2016 and have now grown to 102 approved 

members worldwide. By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive 

sectors in Asia and beyond, we will better connect people, services and markets that 

over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future. 

• Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is not established by BRICS, BRICS established 

NDB (New Development Bank). 

https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/index.html  

 

86. Consider the following statements regarding Pillars 

1. The Mauryan pillars are rockcut pillars. 

2. The Achamenian pillars are constructed in pieces by a mason. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Pillars 

• The tradition of constructing pillars is very old and it may be observed that erection of 

pillars was prevalent in the Achamenian empire as well. But the Mauryan pillars are 

different from the Achamenian pillars. The Mauryan pillars are rockcut pillars thus 

displaying the carver’s skills, whereas the Achamenian pillars are constructed in 

pieces by a mason. 

• Stone pillars were erected by Ashoka, which have been found in the north Indian part 

of the Mauryan Empire with inscriptions engraved on them 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding Bharhut 

1. Bharhut sculptures are small, unlike the images of Yaksha and Yakhshini in the 

Mauryan period, which were tall. 

2. The narrative showing Queen Maya devi’s dream is an example of Bharhut 

sculpture. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bharhut 

• Bharhut sculptures are tall like the images of Yaksha and Yakhshini in the Mauryan 

period, modelling of the sculptural volume is in low relief maintaining linearity. Images 

stick to the picture plane. In the relief panels depicting narratives, illusion of three-

dimensionality is shown with tilted perspective. Clarity in the narrative is enhanced 

by selecting main events. At Bharhut, narrative panels are shown with fewer 

characters but as the time progresses, apart from the main character in the story, 

others also start appearing in the picture space. At times more than one event at one 

geographical place is clubbed in the picture space or only a single main event is 

depicted in the pictorial space. 
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• Availability of the space is utilised to the maximum by the sculptors. Folded hands in 

the narratives as well as single figures of the Yakhshas and Yakshinis are shown flat 

clinging to the chest. 

• Narrative reliefs at Bharhut show how artisans used the pictorial language very 

effectively to communicate stories. 

• In one such narrative, showing Queen Maya devi’s (mother of Siddhartha Gautam) 

dream, a descending elephant is shown. The queen is shown reclining on the bed 

whereas an elephant is shown on the top heading towards the womb of Queen 

Mayadevi. 

 

 

88. Which of the following diseases has/have been eliminated/eradicated from India? 

1. Small Pox 

2. Rinder Pest 

3. Trachoma 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

• Diseases eliminated/eradicated in India are Smallpox, Rinderpest, Polio, Yaws, 

Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus and Trachoma. 

https://fit.thequint.com/fit/disease-and-smallpox-elimination  

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Nayaka paintings 

1. The Nayaka paintings depict episodes from the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. 

2. Nayaka paintings were an extension of the Vijayanagara style with minor regional 

modifications. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Paintings of the Nayaka dynasty in the seventeenth and eigtheenth centuries are seen in 

Thiruparakunram, Sreerangam and Tiruvarur in Tamil Nadu. In Thiruparakunram, paintings 

are found of two different periods—of the fourteenth and the seventeenth century. Early 

paintings depict scenes from the life of Vardhaman Mahavira. 

The Nayaka paintings depict episodes from the Mahabharata and the Ramayana and also 

scenes from Krishna-leela. In Tiruvarur, there is a panel narrating the story of Muchukunda. 

In Chidambaram, there are panels of paintings narrating stories related to Shiva and 

Vishnu— Shiva as Bhikshatana Murti, Vishnu as Mohini, etc. 

In the Sri Krishna temple at Chengam in Arcot District there are 60 panels narrating the story 

of the Ramayana which represent the late phase of Nayaka paintings. 

The examples cited above suggest that Nayaka paintings were more or less an extension of 

the Vijayanagara style with minor regional modifications and incorporations. 
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90. Consider the following statements regarding subdivisions of nagara temples 

1. Latina or Rekha-
prasada type 

: Simple shikhara which is square at the 
base and whose walls curve or slope 
inward to a point on top 

2. Valabhi type : The buildings tend to be broader and 
shorter than latina ones and the roofs 
do not curve inward 

3. Phamsana : These are rectangular buildings with a 
roof that rises into a vaulted chamber 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• There are many subdivisions of nagara temples depending on the shape of the 

shikhara. There are different names for the various parts of the temple in different 

parts of India; however, the most common name for the simple shikhara which is 

square at the base and whose walls curve or slope inward to a point on top is called 

the ‘latina’ or the rekha-prasada type of shikara. 

• The second major type of architectural form in the nagara order is the phamsana. 

Phamsana buildings tend to be broader and shorter than latina ones. Their roofs are 

composed of several slabs that gently rise to a single point over the centre of the 

building, unlike the latina ones which look like sharply rising tall towers. Phamsana 

roofs do not curve inward, instead they slope upwards on a straight incline. In many 

North Indian temples, you will notice that the phamsana design is used for the 

mandapas while the main garbhagriha is housed in a latina building. Later on, the 

latina buildings grew complex, and instead of appearing like a single tall tower, the 

temple began to support many smaller towers, which were clustered together like 

rising mountain-peaks with the tallest one being in the centre, and this was the one 

which was always above the garbhagriha. 

• The third main sub-type of the nagara building is what is generally called the valabhi 

type. These are rectangular buildings with a roof that rises into a vaulted chamber. 

The edge of this vaulted chamber is rounded, like the bamboo or wooden wagons that 

would have been drawn by bullocks in ancient times. They are usually called ‘wagon 

vaulted buildings’. As mentioned above, the form of the temple is influenced by 

ancient building forms that were already in existence before the fifth century CE. 
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91. Consider the following statements regarding the Polycrack Technology: 

1. It is the world’s very first patented heterogeneous catalytic process 

2. which converts multiple feed stocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon as 

well as water. 

3. The technology involves de-polmerization, cracking, reforming, scrubbing, 

particle filtration and rapid quenching. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The East Coast Railways commissioned the first waste-to-energy plant of Railways 

sector of India. 

• The plant, a patented technology called Polycrack, is first-of-its-kind in the Indian 

Railways and fourth in the country.  It converts multiple feed stocks into hydrocarbon 

liquid fuels, gas, carbon and water. 

• Polycrack Technology is the world’s very first patented heterogeneous catalytic 

process which converts multiple feedstocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon 

as well as water. 

• In Polycrack Technology, waste is processed and reformed in 24 hours. The 

technology involves de-polmerization, cracking, reforming, scrubbing, particle 

filtration and rapid quenching. The waste generated will become the feeder material 

for the waste to energy plant. The energy which will be produced at the plant, will be 

in the form of light diesel oil and this oil will be used to light furnaces. 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding Mandu architecture 

1. Mandu is a fine example of architectural adaptation to the environment. 

2. The Hindola Mahal is an elegant two-storey ‘shippalace’ between two reservoirs, 

built by Sultan Ghiyasuddin Khilji. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 
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 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The city of Mandu is located sixty miles from Indore, at an elevation of over 2000 feet 

and overlooks the Malwa Plateau to the north and the Narmada valley to the south. 

Mandu’s natural defence encouraged consistent habitations by Parmara Rajputs, 

Afghans and Mughals. As the capital city of Ghauri Dynasty (1401–1561) founded by 

Hoshang Shah it acquired a lot of fame. Subsequently, Mandu was associated with the 

romance of Sultan Baz Bahadur and Rani Rupmati. The Mughals resorted to it for 

pleasure during the monsoon season. Mandu is a typical respresentation of the 

medieval provincial style of art and architecture. It was a complex mix of official and 

residential-cum-pleasure palace, pavilions, mosques, artificial reservoirs, baolis, 

embattlements, etc. In spite of the size or monumentality, the structures were very 

close to nature, designed in the style of arched pavilions, light and airy, so that these 

buildings did not retain heat. Local stone and marble were used to great advantage. 

• Mandu is a fine example of architectural adaptation to the environment. 

• The Hindola Mahal looks like a railway viaduct bridge with its disproportionately large 

buttresses supporting the walls. This was the audience hall of the Sultan and also the 

place where he showed himself to his subjects. Batter was used very effectively to give 

an impression of swinging (Hindola) walls. 

• Jahaaz Mahal is an elegant two-storey ‘ship palace’ between two reservoirs, with 

open pavilions, balconies overhanging the water and a terrace. Built by Sultan 

Ghiyasuddin Khilji it was possibly used as his harem and as the ultimate pleasure and 

recreational resort. It had a complex arrangement of watercourses and a terrace 

swimming pool. 

 

93. Consider the following statements regarding Embroidery Crafts 

1. Phulkari technique is practiced in Pipli village in Odisha. 

2. Applique work is produced in Punjab, Haryana and Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 
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Embroidery Crafts 

• Amongst the crafts used on textiles, the art of working raised designs using threads 

or wooden blocks is unique. This art is called embroidery and can be performed by 

using threads of gold, silver, silk or cotton on cloth using needles. 

• Embroidery arts like Applique or Pipli work is practiced in Pipli village in Odisha. It is 

a type of patchwork made of embroidered colourful fabric that is sewed together to 

make a single piece. They use this technique to make beautiful lamps. Another famous 

technique is called Phulkari, which literally means ‘making flowers’. This process uses 

the technique of darning to create colourful flower like patterns on the cloth. It is 

produced in Punjab, Haryana and Delhi. 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Bhuvan Panchayat version 3.0 project. 

1. It aims at helping village development planning process under the Ministry of 

Panchayati Raj. 

2. The project has been launched by ISRO. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Recently ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) launched Bhuvan Panchayat 

version 3.0. Under the project, the ISRO will collaborate with Gram panchayat 

members to understand their data requirements. The portal will function with the 

help of satellite technology of ISRO. The project will run for two years. 

• The portal aims at helping village development planning process under the Ministry 

of Panchayati Raj. 

 

95. Which of the following is/are part of UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage? 

1. Sankirtana 

2. Chhau dance 

3. Nawrouz 

4. Yoga 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

About UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage: 

• The list is made up of those intangible heritage elements that help demonstrate 

diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about its importance. 

• The list was established in 2008 when Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage came into effect. 

• UNESCO maintains three lists under its “Intangible Cultural Heritage” banner: the list 

of intangible cultural heritage in need of urgent safeguarding, the list of the intangible 

cultural heritage of humanity and the register of good safeguarding practices. 

• Some of the criteria for inclusion in the representative list are if the inscription of the 

element will ensure visibility and awareness of it and if the element has been 

nominated after having “the widest possible participation” of the community, group 

or individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent. 

From India the Intangible Cultural Heritages added into this list include: 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting. 

2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana. 

3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre. 

4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 

5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala. 

6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan. 

7. Chhau dance. 

8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-

Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir. 

9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur. 

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala 

Guru, Punjab. 

11. Yoga. 

12. Nawrouz. 

13. Kumbh Mela. 
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96. Consider the following statements regarding Ganga-Volga Dialogue 

1. It was held between India and Russia. 

2. The dialogue focused on providing interface between the civilizations of the 

countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ganga-Volga Dialogue: 

• Ganga-Volga Dialogue held between India and Russia in New Delhi. 

• The dialogue focused in providing interface between the civilizations of the countries. 

• The Dialogue to contribute to greater people-to-people exchanges between two 

nations. 

• The concept of Connectivity includes greater academic and economic exchanges, as 

well as Digital Connectivity. 

• India-Russia exchanges ideas on how to expand the areas of education, culture, 

economy, entrepreneurship, strategic thought, innovation, media, tourism, 

healthcare, manufacturing and technology. 

• The role of the two major river systems of the Ganga and Volga in providing the 

framework for a host of activities including in culture and civilization, development of 

economic activity using riverine systems, and connecting people from the two river 

basins. 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding Bagh cave paintings 

1. The paintings of Bagh caves in Madhya Pradesh are quite close to the Ellora caves 

in terms of their design, execution and decoration. 

2. The paintings depict religious themes in the light of contemporary lifestyle of 

people and are more secular in nature. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

Bagh cave paintings 

• Representing an extension to the Ajanta school, Bagh caves in Madhya Pradesh with 

their exquisite work rank quite close to the actual Ajanta caves in terms of their 

design, execution and decoration. 

• The main difference is that the figures are more tightly modeled, have stronger 

outline, and are earthlier and more human. Cave no. 4, known as Rang Mahal, has 

beautiful murals on the walls depicting Buddhist and Jataka tales, just like those in 

Ajanta. 

• Although scanty and decayed now, these paintings depict religious themes in the light 

of contemporary lifestyle of people, thus are more secular in nature. 

 

98. The Kuno National Park is situated in 

 (a) Madhya Pradesh 

 (b) Uttar Pradesh 

 (c) Gujarat 

 (d) Maharashtra 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Kuno National Park is a protected area in Madhya Pradesh that received the status of 

national park in 2018. The protected area was established in 1981 as a wildlife 

sanctuary in the Sheopur and Morena districts. It was also known as Kuno-Palpur and 

Palpur-Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary and it is part of the Kathiawar-Gir dry deciduous 

forests Eco region. 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Ragamala Paintings 

1. Ragamala Paintings are a series of illustrative paintings depicting various Indian 

musical Ragas. 
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2. In these painting, each raga is personified by a colour describing the story of a 

hero and heroine in a particular mood. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

RAGAMALA PAINTINGS 

• Ragamala Paintings are a series of illustrative paintings from medieval India based on 

Ragamala or the ‘Garland of Ragas’, depicting various Indian musical Ragas. They 

stand as a classical example of the amalgamation of art, poetry and classical music in 

medieval India. 

• Ragamala paintings were created in most Indian schools of painting, starting in the 

16th and 17th centuries and are today named accordingly, as Pahari Ragamala, 

Rajasthan or Rajput Ragamala, Deccan Ragamala, and Mughal Ragamala. 

• In these painting, each raga is personified by a colour describing the story of a hero 

and heroine (nayaka and nayika) in a particular mood. it also elucidates the season 

and the time of day and night in which a particular raga is to be sung. 

• Moreover, many paintings also demarcate the specific Hindu deities attached with the 

raga, like Bhairava or Bhairavi to Shiva, Sri to Devi etc. 

• The six principal ragas present in the Ragamala are Bhairava, Deepak, Sri, Malkaush, 

Megha and Hindola. 

 

100. The Economic Survey document is prepared by 

(a) The Department of Economic Affairs 

(b) The Department of Expenditure 

(c) The Department of Disinvestment 

(d) The Department of Financial Services 

 

Solution: A 
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• The Economic Survey is a report the government presents on the state of the 

economy in the past one year, the key challenges it anticipates, and their possible 

solutions. 

• The document is prepared by the Economic Division of the Department of Economic 

Affairs (DEA) under the guidance of the Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) 

• The government is not constitutionally bound to present the Economic Survey or to 

follow the recommendations that are made in it. But while the Centre is not obliged 

to present the Survey at all, it is tabled because of the significance it holds. 
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