' INSIGHTSIAS

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN
UPSC Prelims 2020

INSTA Tests
17 to 20 (GS)

KEY & EXPLANATIONS

www.insightsonindia.com

prelims.insightsonindia.com | mains.insightsonindia.com

Telegram: insightsIAStips | FB: insightsonindia | TW: vinaygb | YT: INSIGHTS IAS

BENGALURU | DELHI | HYDERABAD

Copyright © by Insights IAS
All rights are reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission of

Insights IAS.



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Insta 75 Days Revision Plan for UPSC Civil Services
Prelims — 2020

This document is the compilation of 100 questions that are part of InsightsIAS
famous INSTA REVISION initiative for UPSC civil services Preliminary examination
- 2020 (which has become most anticipated annual affair by lakhs of IAS aspirants
across the country). These questions are carefully framed so as to give aspirants tough
challenge to test their knowledge and at the same time improve skills such as
intelligent guessing, elimination, reasoning, deduction etc — which are much needed
to sail through tough Civil Services Preliminary Examination conducted by UPSC.

These questions are based on this INSTA Revision Plan which is posted on our
website (www.insightsonindia.com). Every year thousands of candidates follow our
revision timetable — which is made for SERIOUS aspirants who would like to intensively
revise everything that's important before the exam.

Those who would like to take up more tests for even better preparation, can
enroll to Insights IAS Prelims Mock Test Series - 2020
(https://prelims.insightsonindia.com). Every year toppers solve our tests and sail
through UPSC civil services exam. Your support through purchase of our tests will help
us provide FREE content on our website seamlessly.

Wish you all the best!

Team InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://prelims.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

DAY — 17 (InstaTest-17)

1. Consider the following statements regarding Snow Leopard
1. The snow leopard inhabits the higher Himalayan and trans-Himalayan
landscape.

2. It is categorized as Endangered by IUCN Red List.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

First National Protocol to Enumerate Snow Leopard Population in India
Launched.

e It was launched on the occasion of International Snow Leopard Day.

Key facts:

e Listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

e Inhabitalpine and subalpine zones at elevations from 3,000 to 4,500 m (9,800
to 14,800 ft).

e State animal of Himachal Pradesh and the National Heritage Animal of
Pakistan.

e Habitat extends through twelve countries: Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan. China contains as much as 60% of all snow leopard habitat areas.

e Listed on Appendix | of the Convention on International Trade of Endangered
Species (CITES).

Global Snow Leopard Forum, 2013:12 countries encompassing the snow leopard’s
range (Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia,
Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan).

Bishkek Declaration: To protect the species and its environment.

Global Snow Leopard and Eco-system Protection Program: Itis a joint initiative of
range country governments, international agencies, civil society, and the private
sector. Goal — secure the long-term survival of the snow leopard in its natural
ecosystem.

The snow leopard inhabits the higher Himalayan and trans-Himalayan landscape in
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal
Pradesh.
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2. Consider the following statements regarding Financial Emergency
1. A proclamation declaring financial emergency must be approved by both
the Houses of Parliament within one month from the date of its issue.
2. Once approved by Parliament, the Financial Emergency continues

indefinitely till it is revoked.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Grounds of Declaration

e Article 360 empowers the president to proclaim a Financial Emergency if he
is satisfied that a situation has arisen due to which the financial stability or credit
of India or any part of its territory is threatened.

e The 38" Amendment Act of 1975 made the satisfaction of the president in
declaring a Financial Emergency final and conclusive and not questionable in
any court on any ground. But this provision was subsequently deleted by the
44" Amendment Act of 1978 implying that the satisfaction of the president is
not beyond judicial review.

Parliamentary Approval and Duration

e A proclamation declaring financial emergency must be approved by both the
Houses of Parliament within two months from the date of its issue. However, if
the proclamation of Financial Emergency is issued at a time when the Lok
Sabha has been dissolved or the dissolution of the Lok Sabha takes place
during the period of two months without approving the proclamation, then the
proclamation survives until 30 days from the first sitting of the Lok Sabha after
its reconstitution, provided the Rajya Sabha has in the meantime approved it.

Once approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the Financial Emergency continues
indefinitely till it is revoked. This implies two things:

1. there is no maximum period prescribed for its operation; and
2. repeated parliamentary approval is not required for its continuation.
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A resolution approving the proclamation of financial emergency can be passed by
either House of Parliament only by a simple majority, that is, a majority of the
members of that house present and voting.

While the proclamation of financial emergency (under Article 360) is in operation, the
Centre can give directions to the states:

(i) to observe the specified canons of financial propriety;

() toreduce the salaries and allowances of all class of persons serving in the state
(including the high court judges); and

(k) to reserve all money bills and other financial bills for the consideration of the
President.

No Financial Emergency has been declared so far, though there was a financial
crisis in 1991.

3. Consider the following statements regarding the election of the President of
India
1. The President is elected by an Electoral College in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by means of single transferable
vote.
2. Members of the Electoral College are bound by party whips.
3. Electoral College consists of all the members of both Houses of

Parliament and all the members of the Legislative Assemblies of all the
States and also of NCT of Delhi and the Union Territory of Puducherry

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: A

e The President is elected by an Electoral College, which consists of the
elected members of both Houses of Parliament and the elected members
of the Legislative Assemblies of all the States and also of NCT of Delhi and
the Union Territory of Puducherry. [Article 54 of the Constitution of India]

e The President shall hold office for a term of 5 years from the date on which he
enters upon his office. He shall, however, continue to hold office
notwithstanding the expiry of his term, until his successor enters upon his office.
[Article 56 of the Constitution of India]

e Under the provisions of sub-section (3) of Section 4 of the Presidential and
Vice-Presidential Elections Act, 1952, the notification calling the election to
the office of the President can be issued by the Election Commission on any
day within the period of sixty days before the expiry of the term of office of the
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outgoing President. The election schedule shall be so fixed, that the President-
elect is able to enter upon his office on the day following the expiry of the term
of the outgoing President.

e As per Article 55(3) of the Constitution of India, the election of the
President shall be held in accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of single transferable vote and the voting at such
election shall be by secret ballot.

Are the provisions of the Anti-Defection Law applicable in Presidential elections?

e No. Members of the Electoral College can vote according to their wish and are
not bound by any party whips. The voting is by secret ballot. Therefore, Party
whip does not apply in this election.

e All doubts and disputes in connection with election of the President are inquired
into and decided by the Supreme Court whose decision is final. The election of
a person as President cannot be challenged on the ground that the electoral
college was incomplete (ie, existence of any vacancy among the members of
electoral college). If the election of a person as President is declared void by
the Supreme Court, acts done by him before the date of such declaration of the
Supreme Court are not invalidated and continue to remain in force.

4, Consider the following statements regarding the Siachen Glacier
1. It Lies in the Pir Panjal Range.
2. It is the Second-Longest glacier in the World’s Non-Polar areas.
3. It forms the source of Nubra River.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 3 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution:; C

Siachen Glacier:

e The Siachen glacier is “now open” for tourists and tourism.
Key facts:

e Liesin the Karakoram Range system which is a part of western Himalayas.

e Lies to the south of the zone that separates Eurasion Plate with the Indian
Plate, which is the result of convergence boundary interaction in geographical
terms.

e ltisthe highest battle field in the world and lies on LoC (Line of Control) between
India and Pakistan. It has been continuously contested by Pakistan as its own
part which has led to militarisation of the glacier.
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e After the Indo-Pakistan war in 1971, an agreement was signed between the two
countries in 1972, which came to be known as the Shimla Agreement, but it
failed to clearly mention who controls the glacier.

e However, in 1984, the Pakistan army tried to enter the glacier, forcing India to
launch a military operation known as “Operation Meghdoot” and since then
we have control over the glacier. A ceasefire agreement was signed between
India and Pakistan in 2003

e The glacier is the source of many rivers including Nubra River, a tributary of
Shyok, which is a part of the Indus River System.

e Siachen Glacier also boasts of the world’s highest helipad built by India at Point
Sonam, to supply its troops. India also installed the world’s highest telephone
booth on the glacier.

e The region is also a home to rare species of snow leopard, brown bear etc
which may be affected by military presence. This has led to talks in international
forums about creating a “Peace Park” in the area and demilitarise it.

e It is the Second-Longest glacier in the World's Non-Polar areas after
Fedchenko glacier (Tajakistan).
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5. Which of the following veto powers is/are vested with President of India?
1. Qualified veto
2. Suspensive veto
3. Absolute veto
4. Pocket veto

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3and 4 only
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(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: B

A bill passed by the Parliament can become an act only if it receives the assent of the
President. When such a bill is presented to the President for his assent, he has three
alternatives (under Article 111 of the Constitution):

1. He may give his assent to the bill, or

2. He may withhold his assent to the bill, or

3. He may return the bill (if it is not a Money bill) for reconsideration of the
Parliament. However, if the bill is passed again by the Parliament with or without
amendments and again presented to the President, the President must give his
assent to the bill.

Thus, the President has the veto power over the bills passed by the Parliament, that
is, he can withhold his assent to the bills. The object of conferring this power on the
President is two-fold—(a) to prevent hasty and ill-considered legislation by the
Parliament; and (b) to prevent a legislation which may be unconstitutional.

The veto power enjoyed by the executive in modern states can be classified into the
following four types:

1. Absolute veto, that is, withholding of assent to the bill passed by the

legislature.

2. Qualified veto, which can be overridden by the legislature with a higher
majority.

3. Suspensive veto, which can be overridden by the legislature with an ordinary
majority.

4. Pocket veto, that is, taking no action on the bill passed by the legislature.

Of the above four, the President of India is vested with three— absolute veto,
suspensive veto and pocket veto. There is no qualified veto in the case of Indian
President; it is possessed by the American President.

Extra LearningQ:

Veto Powers of the President of India:

Central Legislation State Legislation

With Regard to Ordinary
Bills

1. Can be ratified 1. Can be ratified

2. Can be rejected 2. Can be rejected

3. Can be returned 3. Can be returned

With Regard to Money Bills

1. Can be ratified 1. Can be ratified

2. Can be rejected (but cannot 2. Can be rejected (but cannot be

be returned) returned)

With Regard to

Constitutional Amendment

Bills

Can only be ratified (that is, Constitutional amendment bills cannot be
cannot be rejected or returned)  introduced in the state legislature.
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Comparing Veto Powers of President and Governor:

President

With Regard to Ordinary Bills

Every ordinary bill, after it is passed
by both the Houses of the
Parliament either singly or at a joint
sitting, 1s presented to the President
for his assent. He has three
altermatives:

l. He may give his assent to the bill,
the bill then becomes an act.

2. He may withhold his assent to the
ball, the bill then ends and does not
become an act.

3. He may retumn the bill for
reconsideration of the Houses. If the
bill is passed by both the Houses
again with or without amendments
and presented to the President for
his assent, the president must give
his assent to the bill. Thus the
president enjoys only a “suspensive

L]

veto .

When a state ball 15 reserved by the
governor for the consideration of the
President, the President has three
altermatives:

(a) He may give his assent to the
bill, the bill then becomes an act.
(b) He may withhold his assent to
the bill, the bill then ends and does
not become an Act.

(c) He may return the bill for
reconsideration of the House or

Houses of the state legislature.
When a bill 15 so retumed, the
House or Houses have to reconsider
it within six months. If the ball is
passed by the House or Houses
again with or without amendments
and presented to the president for
his assent, the president 15 not bound
to give his assent to the bill. He may
give his assent to such a lll or
withhold his assent.

Governor

With Regard to Ordinary Bills

Every ordinary bill, after it is passed
by the legislative assembly in case of
a unicameral legislature or by both
the Houses in case of a bicameral
legislature either in the first instance
or in the second instance, 1s
presented to the governor for his
assent. He has four alternatives:

1. He may give his assent to the bill,
the bill then becomes an act.

2. He may withhold his assent to the
ball, the bill then ends and does not
become an act.

3. He may return the bill for
reconsideration of the House or
Houses. If the bill 15 passed by the
House or Houses again with or
without amendments and presented
to the governor for his assent, the
governor must give his assent to the
bill. Thus, the governor enjoys only a
‘suspensive veto'.

4. He may reserve the bill for the
consideration of the President.

When the governor reserves a bill for
the consideration of the President, he
will not have any further role in the
enactment of the bill. If the bill is
returned by the President for the
reconsideration of the House or

Houses and is passed again, the bill

must be presented again for the
presidential assent only. If the
President gives his assent to the bill,
it becomes an act. This means that
the assent of the Governor is no
longer required.

www.insightsonindia.com
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With Regard to Money Bills With Regard to Money Bills

Every money bill, after it is passed
by the state legislature {unicameral or
bicameral), is presented to the
governor for his assent. He has three
alternatives:

1. He may give his assent to the bill,
the bill then becomes an act.

2. He may withhold his assent to the
bill, the ball then ends and does not
become an act.

3. He may reserve the bill for the
consideration of the president.

Every money bill after it is passed
by the Parliament, is presented to
the President for his assent. He has
two altemnatives:

|. He may give his assent to the bill,
the bill then becomes an act.

2. He may withhold his assent to the
bill, the bill then ends and does not

become an act.

Thus, the President cannot return a
money bill for the reconsideration of

the: I?urlimn.:-nl_. T'-!unnu]]}', the Thus, the governor cannol return a
president gives his assent to a money money bill for the reconsideration of
kill as it is introduced in the

the state legslature. Mormally, the
Parliament with his previous

T governor gives his assent to a money
ball a5 it is introduced in the state
When a Money Bill 15 reserved by legislature with his previous

the Govemnor for the consideration of permission.

the President, the President has two  When the EOVErNOT FESErves a money

alternatives: ball for the consideration of the
(a) He may give his assent to the bill, President, he will not have any further
the bill then becomes an Acl role in the enactment of the hall. If the

(b) He may withhold his assent to the President gives his assent to the bill, it
bill, the hill then ends and does not becomes an Act. This means that the
become an act, assent of the governor 15 no longer
Thus, the President cannot retum a  reguired.

money bill for the reconsideration of

the state legislature (as in the case of

the Parliament).

6. Consider the following statements regarding the Qualifications of High court
Judge
1. He should have held a judicial office in the territory of India for ten years.
2. He should have been an advocate of a high court (or high courts in
succession) for seven years.
3. The Constitution has prescribed a minimum age of 35 years for
appointment as a judge of a high court.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

www.insightsonindia.com 8 Insights IAS
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Solution: A

e Every high court (whether exclusive or common) consists of a chief justice and
such other judges as the president may from time to time deem necessary to
appoint. Thus, the Constitution does not specify the strength of a high court and
leaves it to the discretion of the president. Accordingly, the President
determines the strength of a high court from time to time depending upon its
workload.

e The judges of a high court are appointed by the President. The chief justice is
appointed by the President after consultation with the chief justice of India and
the governor of the state concerned. For appointment of other judges, the chief
justice of the concerned high court is also consulted. In case of a common high
court for two or more states, the governors of all the states concerned are
consulted by the president

Qualifications of Judges

A person to be appointed as a judge of a high court, should have the following
gualifications:

He should be a citizen of India.

(a) He should have held a judicial office in the territory of India for ten years; or
(b) He should have been an advocate of a high court (or high courts in succession)
for ten years.

From the above, it is clear that the Constitution has not prescribed a minimum age for
appointment as a judge of a high court. Moreover, unlike in the case of the Supreme
Court, the Constitution makes no provision for appointment of a distinguished jurist as
a judge of a high court.

7. Consider the following statements regarding the Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC)
1. It is the highest decision making body for capital acquisition proposals
forwarded by the Indian armed forces.
2. It is headed by Chief of Defence Staff.
3. It was set up in 2019 post- Pulwama attack.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 3 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: B
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Defence Acquisition Council (DAC):

e |twas set upin 2001 as part of the post-Kargil reforms in defence sector

e Itis headed by the Defence Minister.

e The DAC is Defence Ministry’s highest decision making body for capital
acquisition proposals forwarded by the Indian armed forces.

e |t aims to counter corruption and speed up decision- making in military
procurement, the government of India in 2001 decided to set up an integrated
DAC.

e Objective: The objective of the DAC is to ensure expeditious procurement of
the approved requirements of the Armed Forces, in terms of capabilities sought,
and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary
resources.

e Functions: The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to acquisitions,
based on long-term procurement plans. It also clears all acquisitions, which
includes both imported and those produced indigenously or under a foreign
license.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-22-
october-2019/

8. Consider the following statements regarding appointment of the Chief Minister.

1. The Constitution does not contain any specific procedure for the
selection and appointment of the Chief Minister.

2. The governor may first appoint him as the Chief Minister and then ask
him to prove his majority in the legislative assembly within a reasonable
period.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e The Constitution does not contain any specific procedure for the selection and
appointment of the Chief Minister. Article 164 only says that the Chief Minister
shall be appointed by the governor. However, this does not imply that the
governor is free to appoint any one as the Chief Minister.

e The governor may have to exercise his individual judgment in the selection and
appointement of the Chief Minister when the Chief Minister in office dies
suddenly and there is no obvious successor.

e However, on the death of a Chief Minister, the ruling party usually elects a new
leader and the governor has no choice but to appoint him as Chief Minister.

www.insightsonindia.com 10 Insights IAS
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e The Constitution does not require that a person must prove his majority in the
legislative assembly before he is appointed as the Chief Minister. The governor
may first appoint him as the Chief Minister and then ask him to prove his
majority in the legislative assembly within a reasonable period. This is what has
been done in a number of cases.

9. Consider the following statements regarding Judicial Review
1. The phrase ‘Judicial Review’ is mentioned under Article 13 of the Indian
Constitution.
2. The power of judicial review is exercised by both the Supreme Court and

the High Courts.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Judicial Review can be understood as a form of court proceeding, usually in the
Administrative Court where the lawfulness of a decision or action is reviewed by the
judge. Where there is no effective means of challenge, judicial review is available. The
concern behind Judicial Review is that whether the law has been correctly applied with
and right procedures have been followed.

Though the phrase ‘Judicial Review’ has nowhere been used in the Constitution, the
provisions of several Articles explicitly confer the power of judicial review on the
Supreme Court and the High Courts. These provisions are explained below:

e Article 13 declares that all laws that are inconsistent with or in derogation of
the Fundamental Rights shall be null and void.

e Article 32 guarantees the right to move the Supreme Court for the enforcement
of the Fundamental Rights and empowers the Supreme Court to issue
directions or orders or writs for that purpose.

e Article 131 provides for the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in center-
state and inter-state disputes.

e Article 132 provides for the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in
constitutional cases.

e Article 136 authorizes the Supreme Court to grant special leave to appeal from
any court or tribunal (except military tribunal and court martial).

e Article 226 empowers the High Courts to issue directions or orders or writs for
the enforcement of the Fundamental Rights and for any other purpose etc

www.insightsonindia.com 11 Insights IAS
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10. The Asia Environmental Enforcement Award has been given by

(a) Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)
(b) Asian Association on Remote Sensing (AARS)
(c) United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

(d) Asia Oceania Geosciences Society (AOGS)

Solution: C

Asia Environmental Enforcement Award:

e Senior Indian Forest Service (IFS) officer Ramesh Pandey has been selected
by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for prestigious Asia
Environmental Enforcement Award.

e Ramesh Pandey is recognised for combating trans-boundary environmental
crime.

e Pandey also introduced M-Stripes (Monitoring System for Tigers Intensive
Protection & Ecological Status), a novel software-based patrolling in Dudhwa
Tiger Reserve on the recommendation of National Tiger Conservation
Authority.

About the award:

e The purpose of the Awards are to publicly recognise outstanding achievements
by public organisations and individuals in Asia to combat transboundary
environmental crime.

The 5 categories in which award will be given are:

1. Collaboration.
2. Impact.

3. Innovation.
4. Integrity.

5. Gender leadership.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-11-
october-2019/

11. Consider the following statements regarding Estimates Committee

1. The origin of this committee can be traced to the standing financial
committee set up in 1921 based on the recommendation of John Mathai.

2. The term of office of members is one year.

3. The Rajya Sabha has no representation in this committee.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only
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(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

Estimates Committee

The origin of this committee can be traced to the standing financial committee
set up in 1921. The first Estimates Committee in the post-independence era
was constituted in 1950 on the recommendation of John Mathai, the then
finance minister.

Originally, it had 25 members but in 1956 its membership was raised to 30. All
the thirty members are from Lok Sabha only. The Rajya Sabha has no
representation in this committee. These members are elected by the Lok Sabha
every year from amongst its own members, according to the principles of
proportional representation by means of a single transferable vote. Thus, all
parties get due representation in it. The term of office is one year.

A minister cannot be elected as a member of the committee. The chairman of
the committee is appointed by the Speaker from amongst its members and he
is invariably from the ruling party.

The function of the committee is to examine the estimates included in the
budget and suggest ‘economies’ in public expenditure. Hence, it has been
described as a ‘continuous economy committee’.

In more detail, the functions of the committee are:

1.

a A

To report what economies, improvements in organisation, efficiency and
administrative reform consistent with the policy underlying the estimates, can
be affected

To suggest alternative policies in order to bring about efficiency and economy
in administration

To examine whether the money is well laid out within the limits of the policy
implied in the estimates

To suggest the forth in which the estimates are to be presented to Parliament

The Committee shall not exercise its functions in relation to such public
undertakings as are allotted to the Committee on Public Undertakings. The
Committee may continue the examination of the estimates from time to time,
throughout the financial year and report to the House as its examination
proceeds. It shall not be incumbent on the Committee to examine the entire
estimates of any one year. The demands for grants may be finally voted despite
the fact that the Committee has made no report.
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12.  Which of the following disputes/suits fall under the matters of original jurisdiction
of Supreme Court?

1. Dispute between the Centre and one or more states

2. Dispute between the Centre and any state or states on one side and one
or more other states on the other side

3. Dispute between two or more states

4. Any suit brought before the Supreme Court by a private citizen against
the Centre.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: A

The jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court can be classified into the following:

Original Jurisdiction.

Writ Jurisdiction.
Appellate Jurisdiction.
Advisory Jurisdiction.

A Court of Record.
Power of Judicial Review.
Other Powers.

NookrwdrE

Original Jurisdiction

As a federal court, the Supreme Court decides the disputes between different units of
the Indian Federation. More elaborately, any dispute:

(a) Between the Centre and one or more states; or

(b) Between the Centre and any state or states on one side and one or more
other states on the other side; or

(c) Between two or more states.

In the above federal disputes, the Supreme Court has exclusive original jurisdiction.
Exclusive means, no other court can decide such disputes and original means, the
power to hear such disputes in the first instance, not by way of appeal.

With regard to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, two points
should be noted. One, the dispute must involve a question (whether of law or fact) on
which the existence or extent of a legal right depends. Thus, the questions of political
nature are excluded from it. Two, any suit brought before the Supreme Court by a
private citizen against the Centre or a state cannot be entertained under this.
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Further, this jurisdiction of the Supreme Court does not extend to the following:

(@) A dispute arising out of any pre-Constitution treaty, agreement,
covenant, engagement, sanad or other similar instrument.

(b) A dispute arising out of any treaty, agreement, etc., which specifically
provides that the said jurisdiction does not extend to such a dispute.

(c) Inter-state water disputes.

(d) Matters referred to the Finance Commission.

(e) Adjustment of certain expenses and pensions between the Centre and
the states.

() Ordinary dispute of Commercial nature between the Centre and the
states.

(g) Recovery of damages by a state against the Centre

13.  Consider the following statements regarding Danx- 19

1. It is a joint services exercise held by Andaman and Nicobar Command
(ANC).
2. It is carried out by Indian Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C
Danx- 19:

e Second edition of Defence of Andaman & Nicobar Islands 2019 (DANX-19),
a large scale joint services exercise, was recently conducted by Andaman and
Nicobar Command (ANC).

e Carried out by Indian Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.

e Obijective: to validate defensive plans of Headquarters ANC towards pursuance
of the Command’s responsibility, namely ensuring territorial integrity of the A&N
Islands.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/19/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-19-
october-2019/

14.  Consider the following statements regarding Review Petition

1. Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its
judgments or orders.
2. Any person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review.
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3. The Supreme Court exercises its discretion to allow a review petition only
when it shows the grounds for seeking the review.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

Review Petition

Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of its judgments
or orders.

Scope for review:

e When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock
of the case but to correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of
justice.

e The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent error” and not
“minor mistakes of inconsequential import”.

e Ina 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna lyer said a review can be accepted “only where
a glaring omission or patent mistake or like grave error has crept in earlier by
judicial fallibility”.

In a 2013 ruling, the Supreme Court has laid down three grounds for seeking a review
of a verdict it has delivered:

e The discovery of new and important matter or evidence which, after the
exercise of due diligence, was not within the knowledge of the petitioner or
could not be produced by him.

e Mistake or error apparent on the face of the record.

e Any other sufficient reason. It means a reason that is analogous to the other
two grounds.

Who can file a review petition?

e As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person
aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. However, the court exercises its
discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds for seeking
the review.

15.  Consider the following statements regarding Leader of the Opposition
1. The LoP is leader of the largest party that has not less than one-tenth of
the total strength of the house.
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2. It is a statutory post, defined in the Salaries and Allowances of Leaders
of Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C
Leader of the Opposition

e The LOP is leader of the largest party that has not less than one-tenth of the
total strength of the house.

e |tis a statutory post defined in the Salaries and Allowances of Leaders of
Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977.

e As per the Salary and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act,
1977, the majority required is decided by the heads of the houses, that is
speaker and chairman as the case may be.

e Significance of the office: LoP is referred to as the ‘shadow Prime Minister’.

e She/he is expected to be ready to take over if the government falls.

e The LoP also plays an important role in bringing cohesiveness and
effectiveness to the opposition’s functioning in policy and legislative work.

e LoP plays a crucial role in bringing bipartisanship and neutrality to the
appointments in institutions of accountability and transparency — CVC, CBI,
CIC, Lokpal etc.

16.  Which of the following countries is/are part of Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

1. India
2. Japan
3. China
4, Australia

Select the correct answer using the code given below
(a) 3 and 4 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Solution: B

www.insightsonindia.com 17 Insights IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP) is a free trade agreement between Canada and 10 other countries in the
Asia-Pacific region: Australia, Brunei, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Peru, Singapore and Vietnam.

Once fully implemented, the 11 countries will form a trading bloc representing 495
million consumers and 13.5% of global GDP, providing Canada with preferential
access to key markets in Asia and Latin America.

https://www.international.gc.cal/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpap/index.aspx?lang=enq

17.  Consider the following statements regarding Private member’s Bill

1. Any MP who is not a member of ruling party is referred to as a private
member.
2. The Member must give at least a month’s notice before the Bill can be

listed for introduction.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Private member’s Bill

Who is a Private Member? Any MP who is not a Minister is referred to as a private
member.

Admissibility of a private member’s Bill: The admissibility is decided by the
Chairman for Rajya Sabha and Speaker in the case of Lok Sabha.

The procedure is roughly the same for both Houses:

e The Member must give at least a month’s notice before the Bill can be listed for
introduction.

e The House secretariat examines it for compliance with constitutional provisions
and rules on legislation before listing.

Is there any exception?

e While government Bills can be introduced and discussed on any day, private
member’s Bills can be introduced and discussed only on Fridays.

e To date, Parliament has passed 15 such Bills, six of them in 1956.

e In the 14th Lok Sabha, of the over 300 private member’s Bills introduced,
roughly four per cent were discussed, the remaining 96 per cent lapsed without
a single dialogue.
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Extra Learning:

b

Public Bill

It is introduced in the Parliament by a
minister.

It reflects of the policies of the
government (ruling party).

b

It has greater chance to be approved

Private Bill

It is introduced by any

. member of Parliament other

than a minister.

It reflects the stand of
opposition party on public
matter.

It has lesser chance to be

3 by the Parliament. 3 approved by the Parliament.
Its rejection by the House amounts to Its rejection by the House
the exp-ression of want of has no implication on the

4. parliamentary confidence in the 4. parliamentary confidence in
government and may lead to its the government or its
resignation. resignation.

5 Its introduction in the House requires . Its introduction in the House

~" seven days’ notice. =" requires one month’s notice.
It is drafted by the concerned Its drafting is the

6. department in consultation with the law 6. responsibility of the member
department. concerned.

18.  Consider the following statements regarding the Elections to Rajya Sabha

1. Members representing States are elected by all members of state
legislature.

2. No members represent from Union Territories.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

Elections to Rajya Sabha

The Constitution provides that the Rajya Sabha shall consist of 250 members,
of which 12 members shall be nominated by the President from amongst
persons having special knowledge or practical experience in respect of such

19 Insights IAS

www.insightsonindia.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

matters as literature, science, art and social service; and not more than 238
representatives of the States and of the Union Territories.

How are the members elected?

e Elections to the Rajya Sabha are indirect.

e Members representing States are elected by elected members of legislative
assemblies of the States in accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of the single transferable vote.

e Members representing Union Territories are chosen in such manner as
Parliament may by law prescribe.

Related facts:

e The Rajya Sabha is not subject to dissolution; one-third of its members
retire every second year.

e According to Section 154 of the Representation of the People Act 1951, a
member chosen to fill a casual vacancy will serve for the remainder of his
predecessor’s term of office.

e Members of a state’s Legislative Assembly vote in the Rajya Sabha elections
in what is called proportional representation with the single transferable vote
(STV) system. Each MLA’s vote is counted only once.

19. Consider the following statements regarding Debentures
1. It is a type of bond that is secured by physical assets or collateral

2. An entity which needs to raise money for itself can issue debentures
promising a fixed rate of interest

3. Treasury Bills issued by governments are a type of Debentures
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: D

A debenture is a type of debt instrument unsecured by collateral. Since debentures
have no collateral backing, debentures must rely on the creditworthiness and
reputation of the issuer for support.

Both corporations and governments frequently issue debentures to raise capital or
funds.
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An entity which needs to raise money for itself can issue debentures promising a fixed
rate of interest and return of the principal at a certain date known as Debenture
Redemption

Treasury Bills issued by governments are a type of Debentures.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/debenture.asp

20.  Consider the following statements regarding Zero Hour
1. It starts immediately after the question hour
2. The zero hour is not mentioned in the constitution but mentioned in the
Rules of Procedure.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

What is ‘Zero Hour’ ?

e Thetime immediately following the Question Hour and laying of papers and
before any listed business is taken up in the House has come to be popularly
known as the 'Zero Hour’. As it starts around 12 noon, this period is
euphemistically termed as "Zero Hour’. For raising matters during the ‘Zero
Hour in Lok Sabha, Members give notice between 8.30 a.m. and 9.00 a.m.
every day to the Speaker stating clearly the subject which they consider to be
important and wish to raise in the House. It is, of course, for the Speaker to
allow or not to allow for raising such matters in the House. The term "Zero Hour’
is not formally recognised in our parliamentary procedure.

e Unlike the question hour, the zero hour is not mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure. Thus it is an informal device available to the members of the
Parliament to raise matters without any prior notice.

21. Consider the following statements regarding Celiac Disease
1. It is a communicable disease
2. It may lead to ailments like anemia, infertility and miscarriage.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
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(c)Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Celiac disease is a serious autoimmune disease that occurs in genetically
predisposed people where the ingestion of gluten leads to damage in the small
intestine. It is estimated to affect 1 in 100 people worldwide.

e When people with celiac disease eat gluten (a protein found in wheat, rye and
barley), their body mounts an immune response that attacks the small intestine.
These attacks lead to damage on the villi, small fingerlike projections that line
the small intestine, that promote nutrient absorption. When the Vvilli get
damaged, nutrients cannot be absorbed properly into the body.

e Celiac disease is hereditary, meaning that it runs in families. People with a
first-degree relative with celiac disease (parent, child, sibling) have a 1 in 10
risk of developing celiac disease.

Undiagnosed or Untreated Celiac Disease
Can Lead to:

Long-Term Health Other Autoimmune
Conditions Disorders

= Iron deficiency anemia Im @ 1999 study, Ventura, et al. found that for
» Early onset osteoporosiz or ostecpenia people with celiac disease, the later the age
# Infertility and miscarriage of diagnosis, the greater the chance of

s Lactosze intolerance developing another autcirmmune disorder

= Vitamin and mineral deficiencies

« Central and peripheral nervous system
disorders

* Pancreatic insufficiency

e Intestinal lymphomas and other Gl cancers
(mallgnanches)

» Gall Hadder malfunction

#  Meurclogical manifestations, including ataxia,
eplleptic selzures, dementia, migraine,

https://celiac.org/about-celiac-disease/what-is-celiac-disease/

22.  Consider the following statements
1. The Constitution has empowered the President to prescribe the manner
of choosing the representatives of the union territories in the Lok Sabha.
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2. The Constitution has fixed six years as the term of office for members of
the Rajya Sabha.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

The Constitution has empowered the Parliament to prescribe the manner of
choosing the representatives of the union territories in the Lok Sabha.

Accordingly, the Parliament has enacted the Union Territories (Direct Election to
the House of the People) Act, 1965, by which the members of Lok Sabha from the
union territories are also chosen by direct election. Unlike the Rajya Sabha, the
Lok Sabha is not a continuing chamber. Its normal term is five years from the date of
its first meeting after the general elections, after which it automatically dissolves.
However, the President is authorised to dissolve the Lok Sabha at any time even
before the completion of five years and this cannot be challenged in a court of law.

The Constitution has not fixed the term of office of members of the Rajya Sabha
and left it to the Parliament. Accordingly, the Parliament in the Representation of
the People Act (1951) provided that the term of office of a member of the Rajya
Sabha shall be six years.

23. Consider the following statements regarding Alliance to End Plastic Waste

(AEPW),

1. It is a non-profit organization.

2. The aim of the alliance is to develop solutions to mitigate plastic pollution.
3. It promotes circular economy by utilising used plastics.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
() 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution; D
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The Alliance to End Plastic Waste is made up of over 40 companies that have
committed more than $1 billion, with the goal of investing $1.5 billion over the next 5
years, to help end plastic waste in the environment.

e The alliance is designed as a non-profit organization. It includes companies
from across North and South America, Europe, Asia, Southeast Asia, Africa as
well as the Middle East are part of the Alliance.

e The aim is to develop solutions to mitigate plastic pollution and promote a
circular economy by utilising used plastics.

https://endplasticwaste.org/about-us/

24.  Consider the following statements regarding substitute motion

1. A substitute motion is moved in substitution of the original motion for
taking into consideration a policy or situation or statement or any other
matter.

2. Amendments to substitute motions are not permissible.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

What are the different types of Motions?

Motions may be classified into three broad categories, namely, substantive motions,
substitute motions and subsidiary motions.

e A substantive motion is a self-contained, independent proposal made in
reference to a subject which the mover wishes to bring forward. All Resolutions,
Motions for election of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, and Motion of Thanks
on the Address by the President, etc. are examples of substantive motions.

e A substitute motion, as its name suggests, is moved in substitution of the
original motion for taking into consideration a policy or situation or statement or
any other matter. Amendments to substitute motions are not permissible.

e Subsidiary motions depend upon or relate to other motions or follow up on
some proceedings in the House. By itself, a subsidiary motion has no meaning
and is not capable of stating the decision of the House without reference to the
original motion or the proceedings of the House.
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25.  Lake Urmia, which has been shrinking for a long time, is located in which of the
following countries?

(a) Syria

(b) Kazakhstan
(c) Iran

(d) Iraq

Solution: C

e Iran’s Lake Urmia was once the second-largest saltwater lake in the world,
covering more than 2,000 square miles at its deepest in the 1990s.

e In the past two decades, the lake has dried out, shrinking at times to less
than 20% of its average size. It's not a story of climate change, though that
certainly contributed. It’s a case of water mismanagement.

e Scientists call it a “contemporary environmental catastrophe” and a “tragic
wake-up call” to rethink how the resource is managed in water-scarce
countries.

July 1998

https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2019/11/12/751360322/the-death-and-life-

.

of-irans-lake-urmia

DAY - 18 (InstaTest-18)

26. Budapest Convention, often seen in the news, is related to

www.insightsonindia.com 25 Insights IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2019/11/12/751360322/the-death-and-life-of-irans-lake-urmia
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2019/11/12/751360322/the-death-and-life-of-irans-lake-urmia

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

(a) Crypto-currency
(b) Cyber Security
(c) Nuclear weapon

(d) Plastic pollution

Solution: B

¢ A UNcommittee has passed a Russian-led resolution on a global cybercrime
treaty, despite reservations that it could be used to justify shutting down civil
society in repressive countries.

e The resolution was sponsored by China, North Korea, Cuba, Nicaragua,
Venezuela and Syria, among others, and will up an “Open Ended Working
Group” to examine cybercrime.

e The proposed treaty has been framed to serve as an alternative to the US-led
Budapest Convention.

What is Budapest convention?

e The Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention
on Cybercrime or the Budapest Convention, is the first international treaty
seeking to address Internet and computer crime by harmonizing national
laws, improving investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation among
nations.

e |t was drawn up by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, with the active
participation of the Council of Europe’s observer states Canada, Japan, South
Africa and the United States.

e It is open for ratification even to states that are not members of the Council of
Europe.

e As of September 2019, 64 states have ratified the convention.

What it does?

e The Budapest Convention provides for the criminalisation of conduct, ranging
from illegal access, data and systems interference to computer-related fraud
and child pornography, procedural law tools to make investigation of cybercrime
and securing of e-evidence in relation to any crime more effective, and
international police and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/22/budapest-convention-on-cyber-security/

27. Consider the following statements regarding legislative councils
1. The legislative assembly can abolish a legislative council (where it
already exists) or create it (where it does not exist).
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2. The actual strength of a Council is fixed by Parliament.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The Constitution provides for the abolition or creation of legislative councils in
states. Accordingly, the Parliament can abolish a legislative council (where it already
exists) or create it (where it does not exist), if the legislative assembly of the
concerned state passes a resolution to that effect. Such a specific resolution must
be passed by the state assembly by a special majority, that is, a majority of the total
membership of the assembly and a majority of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the assembly present and voting. This Act of Parliament is not to be
deemed as an amendment of the Constitution for the purposes of Article 368 and is
passed like an ordinary piece of legislation (i.e., by simple majority).

Though the Constitution has fixed the maximum and the minimum limits, the actual
strength of a Council is fixed by Parliament

Extra Learning:

Composition of Council:

e Unlike the members of the legislative assembly, the members of the legislative
council are indirectly elected. The maximum strength of the council is fixed at
one-third of the total strength of the assembly and the minimum strength
is fixed at 40.

Manner of Election:
Of the total number of members of a legislative council:

e 1/3 are elected by the members of local bodies in the state like municipalities,
district boards, etc.,

e 1/12 are elected by graduates of three years standing and residing within the
state,

e 1/12 are elected by teachers of three years standing in the state, not lower in
standard than secondary school,

e 1/3 are elected by the members of the legislative assembly of the state from
amongst persons who are not members of the assembly, and

e the remainder (1/6) are nominated by the governor from amongst persons who
have a special knowledge or practical experience of literature, science, art,
cooperative movement and social service.
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The members are elected in accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of a single transferable vote. The bonafides or propriety
of the governor’'s nomination in any case cannot be challenged in the courts.

States with Legislative Councils:

e Andhra Pradesh*.
e Bihar.

e Karnataka.

e Maharashtra.

e Telangana.

e Uttar Pradesh.

28.  Consider the following statements regarding tribunals
1. The 44nd Amendment Act of 1978 added a new Part on Tribunals to the
Constitution.
2. The Administrative Tribunals Act of 1985 empowers the state
government to establish the State Administrative Tribunals (SATS).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

e The original Constitution did not contain provisions with respect to tribunals.
The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added a new Part XIV-A to the
Constitution. This part is entitled as ‘Tribunals’ and consists of only two Articles—
Article 323 A dealing with administrative tribunals and Article 323 B dealing
with tribunals for other matters.

e Article 323 A empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of
administrative tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to recruitment
and conditions of service of persons appointed to public services of the Centre,
the states, local bodies, public corporations and other public authorities.

¢ Inother words, Article 323 A enables the Parliament to take out the adjudication
of disputes relating to service matters from the civil courts and the high courts
and place it before the administrative tribunals.

e In pursuance of Article 323 A, the Parliament has passed the Administrative
Tribunals Act in 1985. The act authorises the Central government to establish
one Central administrative tribunal and the state administrative tribunals.
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State Administrative Tribunals

e The Administrative Tribunals Act of 1985 empowers the Central government to
establish the State Administrative Tribunals (SATs) on specific request of the
concerned state governments. So far (2019), the SATs have been set up in the
nine states of Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Kerala.

e Like the CAT, the SATs exercise original jurisdiction in relation to recruitment
and all service matters of state government employees.

e The chairman and members of the SATs are appointed by the president after
consultation with the governor of the state concerned.

The act also makes a provision for setting up of joint administrative tribunal (JAT)
for two or more states. A JAT exercises all the jurisdiction and powers exercisable
by the administrative tribunals for such states.

The chairman and members of a JAT are appointed by the president after consultation
with the governors of the concerned states.

29. Consider the following statements regarding Brus Tribe.

1. They are spread across the northeastern states of Tripura, Assam,
Manipur, and Mizoram.

2. In Mizoram, they are recognized as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e Nearly 32,000 Brus living in Tripura camps since 1997 have been affected
after the government decided to stop food supplies and cash dole.

e The Tripura government recently announced that it would restore food supplies,
leading to the Brus withdrawing a road blockade they had set up for eight days.
The restoration of supplies, however, is only until a deadline of November 30,
within which the Brus have to decide whether they will accept a package for
repatriation to Mizoram.

Who are Brus?

e TheBrus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across the northeastern
states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram.

e In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group.

e Mizoram do not have any PVTG.
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/08/brus-of-mizo/

Extra Learning:
About ‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)’:

e PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups.

e They have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, pre-
agricultural level of technology and are economically backward.

e They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and
administrative support.

Identification:

e In 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the most vulnerable tribal
groups as a separate category called PVTGs and declared 52 such groups,
while in 1993 an additional 23 groups were added to the category, making it a
total of 75 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduled Tribes, spread over 18 states and one
Union Territory (A&N Islands) in the country (2011 census).

e Among the 75 listed PVTG’s the highest number are found in Odisha (13),
followed by Andhra Pradesh (12).

Scheme for development of PVTGs:

e The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements the Scheme of “Development of
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)” exclusively for them.

e Under the scheme, Conservation-cum-Development (CCD)/Annual Plans are
to be prepared by each State/UT for their PVTGs based on their need
assessment, which are then appraised and approved by the Project Appraisal
Committee of the Ministry.

e Priority is also assigned to PVTGs under the schemes of Special Central
Assistance (SCA) to Tribal Sub-Scheme(TSS), Grants under Article 275(1) of
the Constitution, Grants-in-aid to Voluntary Organisations working for the
welfare of Schedule Tribes and Strengthening of Education among ST Girls in
Low Literacy Districts.

The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under:

e A pre-agriculture level of technology.
e A stagnant or declining population.

e Extremely low literacy.

e A subsistence level of economy.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/03/particularly-vulnerable-tribal-group-pvta/

30. Consider the following statements regarding Family Courts Act, 1984

1. It makes it obligatory on the State Governments to set up a Family Court
in every city or town with a population exceeding one lakh.
2. It provides for only one right of appeal which shall lie to the High Court.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The Family Courts Act, 1984 was enacted to provide for the establishment of Family
Courts with a view to promote conciliation and secure speedy settlement of disputes
relating to marriage and family affairs.

The salient features of the Family Courts Act, 1984 are as follows:

It provides for the establishment of Family Courts by the State Governments in
consultation with the High Courts.

It makes it obligatory on the State Governments to set up a Family Court in
every city or town with a population exceeding one million.

It enables the State Governments to set up Family Courts in other areas also,
if they deem it necessary.

It exclusively provides within the jurisdiction of the Family Courts the matters
relating to:

()  matrimonial relief, including nullity of marriage, judicial separate divorce,
restitution of conjugal rights, or declaration as to validity of marriage or as
to the matrimonial status of any person

(i)  the property of the spouses or of either of them;

(i) declaration as to the legitimacy of any person;

(iv) guardianship of a person or the custody of any minor; and

(v) maintenance of wife, children and parents.

It makes it obligatory on the part of the Family Court to endeavour, in the first
instance to effect a reconciliation or a settlement between the parties to a family
dispute. During this stage, the proceedings will be informal and rigid rules of
procedure shall not apply.

It provides for the association of social welfare agencies, counsellors, etc.,
during conciliation stage and also to secure the service of medical and welfare
experts.

It provides that the parties to a dispute before a Family Court shall not be
entitled, as of right, to be represented by legal practitioner. However, the Court
may, in the interest of justice, seek assistance of a legal expert as amicus
curiae.

It simplifies the rules of evidence and procedure so as to enable a Family Court
to deal effectively with a dispute.

It provides for only one right of appeal which shall lie to the High Court.
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31. Prorogation, in a state legislature results in

(a) It suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time which may be hours,
days or weeks.

(b) It means terminating a sitting of the state legislature for an indefinite period.
(c) It terminates a session of the House.

(d) It leads to dissolution of the house.

Solution: C

Summoning

e The governor from time to time summons each House of state legislature to
meet. The maximum gap between the two sessions of state legislature cannot
be more than six months, ie, the state legislature should meet at least twice a
year. A session of the state legislature consists of many sittings.

Adjournment

e An adjournment suspends the work in a sitting for a specified time which may
be hours, days or weeks.

e Adjournment sine die means terminating a sitting of the state legislature for an
indefinite period. The power of the adjournment as well as adjournment sine
die lies with the presiding officer of the House.

Prorogation

e The presiding officer (Speaker or Chairman) declares the House adjourned sine
die, when the business of the session is completed. Within the next few days,
the governor issues a notification for prorogation of the session.

e However, the governor can also prorogue the House which is in session. Unlike
an adjournment, a prorogation terminates a session of the House.

Dissolution

e The legislative council, being a permanent house, is not subject to dissolution.
Only the legislative assembly is subject to dissolution. Unlike a prorogation, a
dissolution ends the very life of the existing House, and a new House is
constituted after the general elections are held.

32. Consider the following statements regarding Atal Tinkering Lab Marathon

1. It is jointly organized by Ministry of Human Resource Development and
NITI Aayog
2. It is a nationwide challenge across thematic areas such as clean energy,

water resources, waste management, healthcare, smart mobility and
agriculture-tech
3. This initiative is open to all students under the age of 18 years.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

Atal Tinkering Lab Marathon is being organised by the Atal Tinkering Labs of Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM) and the NITI Aayog in an effort to identify India’s best
student innovators.

Key facts:

e |tis a six-month-long nationwide challenge across six different thematic areas,
namely, clean energy, water resources, waste management, healthcare, smart
mobility and agriculture-tech.

e This is open to all students under the age of 18 years.

e Students of top 30 innovations will be trained on business and entrepreneurship
skills, including intellectual property, effective communication, making an
elevator pitch, etc.

What are ATLS?

e With a vision to ‘Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric
Innovators’, Atal Innovation Mission is establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories
(ATLS) in schools across India.

e Objective: The objective of this scheme is to foster curiosity, creativity and
imagination in young minds; and inculcate skills such as design mindset,
computational thinking, adaptive learning, physical computing etc.

e Financial Support: AIM will provide grant-in-aid that includes a one-time
establishment cost of Rs. 10 lakh and operational expenses of Rs. 10 lakh for
a maximum period of 5 years to each ATL.

e Eligibility: Schools (minimum Grade VI — X) managed by Government, local
body or private trusts/society can set up ATL.

Significance of ATLs:

e Atal Tinkering Labs have evolved as epicentres for imparting these ‘skills of
the future’ through practical applications based on self-learning.

e Bridging a crucial social divide, Atal Tinkering Labs provide equal opportunity
to all children across the spectrum by working at the grassroot level, introducing
children to the world of innovation and tinkering.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/15/atal-tinkering-labs-2/
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33.  Consider the following statements regarding District courts
1. Appointment of persons to the judicial service of a state is made by the
governor of the state after consultation with the State Public Service
Commission and the high court.
2. The control over district courts is vested with the governor of concerned
state.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Appointment of District Judges

e Appointment of persons (other than district judges) to the judicial service of a
state are made by the governor of the state after consultation with the State
Public Service Commission and the high court.

e The appointment, posting and promotion of district judges in a state are
made by the governor of the state in consultation with the high court.

A person to be appointed as district judge should have the following qualifications:

(a) He should not already be in the service of the Central or the state
government.

(b) He should have been an advocate or a pleader for seven years.

(c) He should be recommended by the high court for appointment Control
over Subordinate Courts

e The control over district courts and other subordinate courts including the
posting, promotion and leave of persons belonging to the judicial service of a
state and holding any post inferior to the post of district judge is vested in the
high court.

e The district judge is the highest judicial authority in the district. He possesses
original and appellate jurisdiction in both civil as well as criminal matters.

e The district judge exercises both judicial and administrative powers. He also
has supervisory powers over all the subordinate courts in the district. Appeals
against his orders and judgments lie to the High Court. The session judge has
the power to impose any sentence including life imprisonment and capital
punishment (death sentence). However, a capital punishment passed by him is
subject to confirmation by the High Court, whether there is an appeal or not.
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34.  Which of the Acts of Parliament relating to the following matters would not apply
to Nagaland unless the State Legislative Assembly so decides:

1. Religious or social practices of the Nagas

2. Naga customary law and procedure

3. Administration of civil and criminal justice involving decision according to
Naga customary law

4. Ownership and transfer of land and its resources

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: D

Articles 371 to 371-J in Part XXI of the constitution contain special provisions for
twelve states viz., Maharashtra, Gujarat, Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Karnataka.

e The intention behind them is to meet the aspirations of the people of backward
regions of the states or to protect the cultural and economic interests of the
tribal people of the states or to deal with the disturbed law and order condition
in some parts of the states or to protect the interests of the local people of the
states. Originally, the constitution did not make any special provisions for these
states. They have been incorporated by the various subsequent amendments
made in the context of reorganisation of the states or conferment of statehood
on the Union Territories.

Article 371-A makes the following special provisions for Nagaland:

The Acts of Parliament relating to the following matters would not apply to Nagaland
unless the State Legislative Assembly so decides:

(i) religious or social practices of the Nagas;

(i) Naga customary law and procedure;

(iif) administration of civil and criminal justice involving decision according to Naga
customary law; and

(iv) ownership and transfer of land and its resources.

The Governor of Nagaland shall have special responsibility for law and order in
the state so long as internal disturbances caused by the hostile Nagas continue. In the
discharge of this responsibility, the Governor, after consulting the Council of Ministers,
exercises his individual judgement and his decision is final. This special responsibility
of the Governor shall cease when the President so directs.

e The Governor has to ensure that the money provided by the Central
Government for any specific purpose is included in the demand for a grant

www.insightsonindia.com 35 Insights IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

relating to that purpose and not in any other demand moved in the State
Legislative Assembly.

e A regional council consisting of 35 members should be established for the
Tuensang district of the state. The Governor should make rules for the
composition of the council, manner of choosing its members, their
gualifications, term, salaries and allowances; the procedure and conduct of
business of the council; the appointment of officers and staff of the council and
their service conditions; and any other matter relating to the constitution and
proper functioning of the council.

Article :
No. Subject-matter
371 Special provision with respect to the states of Maharashtra and

Gujarat
371A.  Special provision with respect to the state of Nagaland
371B. Special provision with respect to the state of Assam
371C. Special provision with respect to the state of Manipur

371D, Special provisions with respect to the state of Andhra Pradesh

or the state of Telangana
37IE. Establishment of Central University in Andhra Pradesh
37IF. Special provisions with respect to the state of Sikkim
371G, Special provision with respect to the state of Mizoram
37TIH. Special provision with respect to the state of Arunachal Pradesh

371-1.  Special provision with respect to the state of Goa

3711,  Special provisions with respect to the state of Karnataka

35. Recently, Archaeological Survey of India excavated Gottiprolu, which is trade
centre of early historic period. It is located in which of the following state?

(a) Karnataka

(b) Telangana

(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Kerala

Solution: C

e Excavation by Archaeological Survey of India in Gottiprolu, Andhra Pradesh
indicate it as a Trade Centre of Early Historic Period.
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Where is it?

e Gottiprolu lies on the right bank of a distributary of river Swarnamukhi about
eighty kilometers from Tirupati and Nellore.

What has been unearthed?

e Among many other antiquities unearthed are one life size Vishnu sculpture
and a wide variety of pottery of the early centuries of current era.

e The excavation revealed the presence of brick-built structures in different sizes
and forms.

e The available brick sizes are comparable with the Satavahana / Ikshvaku period
structures in Krishna valley.

e On the basis of the brick size and associated findings they can be placed
anywhere between 2nd — 1st century BCE or little later (nearly 2000 years old).

e Other interesting antiquity retrieved is the molded female terracotta figurine with
two hands lifted upwards.

e Other major retrieved antiquities unearthed are copper and lead coins, iron
spear head, stone celts, terracotta beads, ear stud in semi-precious stone and
hopscotches.

What do they indicate?

e The proximity of the site to the seacoast suggests that the site could have
served as a strategic settlement involved in maritime trade.

e These settlements could have been an important trade centre as indicated by
the presence of imitated amphorae wares that were mostly used to transport
liquid commodities.

e The findings of assorted stone tools of Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods
from secondary contexts suggest that prehistoric people also occupied this
area.

e A series of broken terracotta pipes fitted into one another revealed about the
civic amenities maintained by the occupants of this site. The drainage system
pattern is understood by the exposed remains of the drainage at the site.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/01/qottiprolu/
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36. Consider the following statements regarding panchayats

1. All the members of panchayats at the village, intermediate and district
levels shall be elected directly by the people.
2. The chairperson of panchayats at the intermediate and district levels

shall be elected indirectly.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Gram Sabha

e The act provides for a Gram Sabha as the foundation of the panchayati raj
system. It is a body consisting of persons registered in the electoral rolls of a
village comprised within the area of Panchayat at the village level. Thus, it is a
village assembly consisting of all the registered voters in the area of a
panchayat. It may exercise such powers and perform such functions at the
village level as the legislature of a state determines.

Election of Members and Chairpersons

e All the members of panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels
shall be elected directly by the people. Further, the chairperson of
panchayats at the intermediate and district levels shall be elected indirectly
by and from amongst the elected members thereof.

e However, the chairperson of a panchayat at the village level shall be elected in
such manner as the state legislature determines.

e The chairperson of a panchayat and other members of a panchayat elected
directly or indirectly shall have the right to vote in the meetings of the
panchayats.

37.  Consider the following statements regarding Disha Bill
1. It was passed in Telangana Legislative Assembly.
2. The bill provides for awarding death sentence for offences of rape and
gangrape and expediting trials of such cases to within 21 days.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed the Andhra Pradesh
Disha Bill, 2019 (Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019).
The bill provides for awarding death sentence for offences of rape and gang
rape and expediting trials of such cases to within 21 days.

38.  Consider the following statements regarding Prithvi-II Missile
1. It is surface-to-air tactical missile
2. It is India’s first missile indigenously developed by DRDO under
Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP)
3. It is capable of carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of warheads, both conventional
as well as nuclear.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
() 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d)1,2and3
Solution: A
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e |t uses an advanced inertial guidance system with maneuvering orbit to hit its
target.
e |t was inducted into armour of the defence forces in 2003.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-22-
november-2019/

39. Consider the following statements regarding State flag and National flag

1. Supreme Court has said that there is prohibition in the Constitution for
the State to have its own flag.
2. Under the Constitution, a flag is enumerated in the central list under

Seventh Schedule.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

State having its own flag

e Karnataka government has indicated that it may not pursue with the Centre a
proposal made by the earlier government, for a separate state flag.

Is there any provision in the constitution prohibiting a state from having its own
flag?

e Supreme Court has said that there is no prohibition in the Constitution for the
State to have its own flag. However, the manner in which the state flag is
hoisted should not dishonor the national flag.

¢ Under the Constitution, a flag is not enumerated in the Seventh Schedule.
However, Article 51A rules that every citizen shall abide by the
Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the national flag, and
the national anthem.

e The Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and The
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 regulates the hoisting of
the national flag.

e Emblems and Names (Prevention of improper use) Act 1950 prohibits the
use of National Symbols for commercial use in India.

e Under the 1971 Act, insulting the national flag by burning it, mutilating it,
defacing it, is prohibited.

e Even the Flag Code of India, 2002 does not impose prohibitions on a State
flag. The Code expressly authorizes the flying of other flags under the condition
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that they should not be hoisted from the same masthead as the national flag or
placed higher than it.

e By implication, the Code provides space for a State flag as long as it does not
offend the dignity and honour of the national flag.

40. Consider the following statements regarding Anglo-Indian community
1. The reason for special representation to the Anglo- Indians is because
they constitute a religious, social, as well as a linguistic minority and
numerically an extremely small community.
2. The Constitution has not defined the persons who belong to the Anglo-
Indian community.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e Unlike in the case of SCs, STs and OBCs, the Constitution has defined the
persons who belong to the Anglo-Indian community. Accordingly, ‘an
Anglo-Indian means a person whose father or any of whose other male
progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is
domiciled within the territory of India and is or was born within such territory
of parents habitually resident therein and not established there for temporary
purposes only’.

e The reason for this special representation to the Anglo- Indians is as follows:
“Anglo-Indians constitute a religious, social, as well as a linguistic minority.
These provisions were necessary, for, otherwise, being numerically an
extremely small community, and being interspersed all over India, the Anglo-
Indians could not hope to get any seat in any legislature through election”.

41. Consider the following statements

1. To determine how much water is in Jupiter’s atmosphere

2. To map Jupiter's magnetic and gravity fields, revealing the planet’s deep
structure

3. To explore the opportunities for human mission to Jupiter by 2030.

Which of the statements given above is/are the objectives of the JUNO

Mission?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
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(¢)1,2and 3
(d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: B

Juno is a NASA space probe orbiting the planet Jupiter. It was built by Lockheed
Martin and is operated by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory. The spacecraft was
launched from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on August 5, 2011 as part of the New
Frontiers program.

e Juno entered a polar orbit of Jupiter on July 5, 2016 begin a scientific
investigation of the planet.

e After completing its mission, Juno will be intentionally deorbited into Jupiter’s
atmosphere.

e Juno will improve our understanding of the solar system’s beginnings by
revealing the origin and evolution of Jupiter.

Specifically, Juno will...

e Determine how much water is in Jupiter’s atmosphere, which helps
determine which planet formation theory is correct (or if new theories are
needed)

e Look deep into Jupiter's atmosphere to measure composition, temperature,
cloud motions and other properties

e Map Jupiter's magnetic and gravity fields, revealing the planet’s deep structure

¢ Explore and study Jupiter's magnetosphere near the planet’s poles, especially
the auroras — Jupiter’s northern and southern lights — providing new insights
about how the planet’s enormous magnetic force field affects its atmosphere.

https://www.nasa.gov/mission pages/juno/overview/index.html

42.  Consider the following statements regarding Tribes Advisory Council

1. Only those states having scheduled areas has to establish a tribe’s
advisory council.
2. It is to consist of 20 members, three-fourths of whom are to be the

representatives of the scheduled tribes in the state legislative assembly.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: B

The scheduled areas are treated differently from the other areas in the country
because they are inhabited by ‘aboriginals’ who are socially and economically
rather backward, and special efforts need to be made to improve their condition.
Therefore, the whole of the normal administrative machinery operating in a
state is not extended to the scheduled areas and the Central government has
somewhat greater responsibility for these areas’

Tribes Advisory Council: Each state having scheduled areas has to establish
a tribe’s advisory council to advise on welfare and advancement of the
scheduled tribes. It is to consist of 20 members, three-fourths of whom are to
be the representatives of the scheduled tribes in the state legislative assembly.
A similar council can also be established in a state having scheduled tribes but
not scheduled areas therein, if the president so directs.

43.  Consider the following statements regarding union territory
1. An administrator of a union territory is head of union territory like a
governor.
2. The Parliament can make laws on any subject of the three lists (including
the State List) for the union territories.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: B

e Every union territory is administered by the President acting through an
administrator appointed by him. An administrator of a union territory is an agent
of the President and not head of state like a governor.

e The Parliament can make laws on any subject of the three lists (including the
State List) for the union territories. This power of Parliament also extends to
Puducherry, Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir, which have their own local
legislatures. This means that, the legislative power of Parliament for the union
territories on subjects of the State List remain unaffected even after establishing
a local legislature for them.

44. Malampantaram, Ullatar, Mannan and Narikkurava tribes, sometime seen in the

news, are largely located in which of the following state?
(a) Karnataka
(b) Kerala
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(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Andhra Pradesh

Solution: B

e The Malampantaram, Ullatar, Mannan and Narikkurava tribes in the forest
used to visit the Sabarimala Temple, nestled deep inside the forest, during
Makara Sankramana (January-February).

e The tribals now stake claim to the temple, regretting their expulsion by the upper
caste-led Travancore Devasvom Board. It is a fact that the forest-dwellers and
tribals visited the spot with women and children.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/sabarimala-through-the-
ages/article25952897.ece

45.  Consider the following statements regarding Municipalities

1. The 74th constitutional amendment provides for a five-year term of office
for every municipality.
2. A municipality reconstituted after premature dissolution does not enjoy

the full period of five years.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e There are eight types of urban local governments in India—municipal
corporation, municipality, notified area committee, town area committee,
cantonment board, township, port trust and special purpose agency.

e 74™ Constitutional amendment Act, 1992 has added a new Part IX-A to the
Constitution of India. This part is entitled as ‘The Municipalities’ and consists of
provisions from Articles 243-P to 243-ZG. In addition, the act has also added
a new Twelfth Schedule to the Constitution. This schedule contains eighteen
functional items of municipalities. It deals with Article 243-W.

Duration of Municipalities

e The act provides for a five-year term of office for every municipality.
However, it can be dissolved before the completion of its term. Further, the
fresh elections to constitute a municipality shall be completed (a) before the
expiry of its duration of five years; or (b) in case of dissolution, before the expiry
of a period of six months from the date of its dissolution.
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e But, where the remainder of the period (for which the dissolved municipality
would have continued) is less than six months, it shall not be necessary to hold
any election for constituting the new municipality for such period.

e Moreover, a municipality constituted upon the dissolution of a
municipality before the expiration of its duration shall continue only for
the remainder of the period for which the dissolved municipality would have
continued had it not been so dissolved. In other words, a municipality
reconstituted after premature dissolution does not enjoy the full period of five
years but remains in office only for the remainder of the period.

46. Consider the following statements about Chang’e-4 mission.
1. It is the first probe ever to explore the dark side of the Moon.
2. The mission aims to deliver samples of Moon rock and soil to Earth.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

China has launched Chang’e-4, a first probe ever to achieve soft-landing on the far
side of the Moon to explore it. Chang’e 4 is the fourth mission in the country’s lunar
mission series which is being named after the Chinese moon goddess.

e The tasks of the Chang’e-4 probe include low-frequency radio astronomical
observation, surveying the terrain and landforms, detecting the mineral
composition, and measuring the neutron radiation and neutral atoms to study
the environment on the far side of the moon.

e The mission aims to deliver samples of Moon rock and soil to Earth.

https://www.planetary.org/explore/space-topics/space-missions/change-4.html

47.  Consider the following statements regarding Notified Area Committee

1. It is established by a notification in the state government gazette.

2. All the members of a notified area committee are nominated by the state
government.

3. It functions within the framework of the State Municipal Act.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
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(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

Notified Area Committee

A notified area committee is created for the administration of two types of
areas—a fast developing town due to industrialisation, and a town which
does not yet fulfil all the conditions necessary for the constitution of a
municipality, but which otherwise is considered important by the state
government. Since it is established by a notification in the government gazette,
it is called as notified area committee. Though it functions within the framework
of the State Municipal Act, only those provisions of the act apply to it which are
notified in the government gazette by which it is created. It may also be
entrusted to exercise powers under any other act. Its powers are almost
equivalent to those of a municipality. But unlike the municipality, it is an entirely
nominated body, that is, all the members of a notified area committee including
the chairman are nominated by the state government. Thus, it is neither
an elected body nor a statutory body.

48.  Consider the following pairs
Folk Dance State
1. Maniyaro . Madhya Pradesh
2. Yakshagana : Andhra Pradesh
3. Padayani . Guijarat
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(&) 2 and 3 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) None
Solution: D

MANIYARO is a variety of folk dance. It is a folk dance of Gujarat. The style and
rhythm in which it is being sung and performed upon, both are meant to be called
MANIYARO. Maniyaro does not possess a descending music tune unlike other folk
songs, but it starts from the lower tempo and gradually ascends to take a flight.

Men wear traditional costumes, having preset sized wooden sticks and present
Maniyaro.
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e More often than not the strength of the men in this folk compiles of 12, 14 or 16
participants. Maniyaro is usually being played with the ancient instruments like
Drum, Flute, and RAVAN Hattho etc. Lyrics of the songs that are being sung
in Maniyaro are sometimes flowing enjoyment, at times expressing the feeling
of separation and sometimes inspiring heroism.

Yakshagana is a traditional theatre form of Karnataka. It is a temple art form that
depicts mythological stories and Puranas. It is performed with massive headgears,
elaborate facial make-up and vibrant costumes and ornaments.

Padayani, also called Padeni, is a traditional folk dance and a ritual art from the
central portion of the Indian state of Kerala. A ceremonial dance involving masks, it is
an ancient ritual performed in Bhagavati temples. The dance is performed in honor
of Bhadrakaali.

https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/on-a-journey-to-document-the-
ancient-dance-forms-of-india/article26652794.ece

49.  Consider the following pairs:

Wetlands State
1. Nawabganj : Assam
2. Nandur Madhameshwar : Punjab
3. Keshopur-Miani : Bihar

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) L only

(d) None

Solution: D

India has added 10 more wetlands to sites protected by the Ramsar Convention,
Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar announced .

The 10 new ones are Nandur Madhameshwar, a first for Maharashtra; Keshopur-
Miani, Beas Conservation Reserve and Nangal in Punjab; and Nawabganj, Parvati
Agra, Saman, Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai Nawar in Uttar Pradesh.
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https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/37-indian-wetlands-
declared-sites-of-international-importance-under-ramsar-
javadekar/article30675881.ece

50.  Which of the following vultures is/are naturally found in India?
1. Bearded Vulture
2. White-Rumped Vulture
3. Red-Headed Vulture

Select the correct answer using the code given below
(@) 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c)1,2and 3

(d) 3 only

Solution: C

Nine species of vulture can be found living in India and these species of raptor are
in danger of extinction because of diclofenac drug and habitat loss. Gyps species
of vultures are birds of prey mainly found in Himalayas, Rajasthan, Gange Plate and
north side of Indian Subcontinent.

e Bearded vulture is the only member of the genus Gypaetus found in
mountainous regions of Himalayas and Ladakh in north India. These bearded
vulture species are also distributed from Kashmir to Arunachal Pradesh of
India subcontinent.

e White-Rumped Vulture is a medium-sized vulture and one of the most
abundant large birds of prey in the world. This is the smallest of the Gyps
vultures found in India and the most common vulture found in immense
numbers all over the country.

e Red-Headed Vulture is also known as Indian Black Vulture found only in the
Indian Subcontinent. This medium sized vulture has no subspecies found in
deciduous forests and foothills and river valleys.

http://www.walkthroughindia.com/wildlife/9-species-of-large-vultures-found-living-in-
india/

DAY - 19 (InstaTest-19)

51.  Which of the following countries is/are part of the Eurasian Economic Union?
1. Belarus
2. Ukraine
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3. Kazakhstan
4. Russia

Select the correct answer using the code given below
(&) 2 and 3 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2, 3and 4 only

Solution: B

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) was established in January 2015 and was
aimed at creating a shared economic space with a single customs union and
integrating states into a new cohesive economic entity. A more advanced iteration of
the Eurasian Customs Union, founded in 2010 with Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan,
the EAEU was established when Armenia and Kyrgyzstan joined on January 2, 2015
and August 6, 2015, respectively.

e While the EAEU is the first such economic union in the post-Soviet space,
countries outside the region, such as Iran and Mongolia, are also being courted
to join.

e While Russia’s primary aim of Eurasian integration has been to more effectively
project its power globally, other member states have been less interested in
pursuing deep integration. This is evident from the significant institutional
deficiencies within the EAEU, most notably, the lack of common Eurasian
Economic institutions which render the organization ineffective in the medium
to long term.

https://www.evnreport.com/understanding-the-region/fact-sheet-what-is-the-
eurasian-economic-union

52.  Consider the following statements regarding Law commission of India
O A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court will head
the Commission.
2. It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of
India.
3. The First Law Commission was established in 1834 by the British
Government under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3
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Solution: D

Law commission of India

e The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of the 22nd Law Commission.
The law ministry will now notify the new panel, which will have a term of three
years.

Composition:

e Apart from having a full-time chairperson, the commission will have four full-
time members, including a member-secretary.

e Law and Legislative Secretaries in the Law Ministry will be the ex-officio
members of the commission.

e It will also have not more than five part-time members.

e A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court will head
the Commission.

Roles and functions:

e The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central
Government or suo motu, undertake research in law and review of existing laws
in India for making reforms and enacting new legislation.

e |t shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice
delivery systems for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy disposal of
cases, reduction in cost of litigation, etc.

About the law commission of India:

e |tis an executive body established by an order of the Government of India.

e Originally formed in 1955, the commission is reconstituted every three years
and so far, 277 reports have been submitted to the government.

e The last Law Commission, under Justice B.S. Chauhan (retd.), had submitted
reports and working papers on key issues such as simultaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies and a uniform civil code.

e Prior to independence, the First Law Commission was established in 1834 by
the British Government under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay.

e |t suggested various enactments to the British Government, most of which were
passed and enacted and are still in force in India. Few of the most important
recommendations made by this First Law Commission was on Indian Penal
Code (first submitted in 1837 but enacted in 1860 and still in force).

e Thereafter three more Law Commissions were established which made a
number of other recommendations the Indian Evidence Act (1872) and Indian
Contract Act (1872), etc. being some of the significant ones.
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53. Consider the following statements regarding Central Consumer Protection

Authority

1. The authority is a statutory body established under the Consumer
Protection Act, 20109.

2. It will have a Chief Commissioner as head, and four other commissioners
as members.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Central Consumer Protection Authority

e The government is all set to establish a Central Consumer Protection Authority.

What is the Central Consumer Protection Authority?

e The authority is being constituted under Section 10(1) of The Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.

e Aim: To protect the rights of the consumer by cracking down on unfair trade
practices, and false and misleading advertisements that are detrimental to the
interests of the public and consumers.

e It will be headquartered in the National Capital Region of Delhi but the
central government may set up regional offices in other parts of the country.

Powers and Functions:

e Inquire or investigate into matters relating to violations of consumer
rights or unfair trade practices suo motu, or on a complaint received, or on
a direction from the central government.

e Recall goods or withdrawal of services that are “dangerous, hazardous or
unsafe.

e Pass an order for refund the prices of goods or services so recalled to
purchasers of such goods or services; discontinuation of practices which are
unfair and prejudicial to consumer’s interest”.

e Impose a penalty up to Rs 10 lakh, with imprisonment up to two years, on the
manufacturer or endorser of false and misleading advertisements. The penalty
may go up to Rs 50 lakh, with imprisonment up to five years, for every
subsequent offence committed by the same manufacturer or endorser.

e Ban the endorser of a false or misleading advertisement from making
endorsement of any products or services in the future, for a period that may
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extend to one year. The ban may extend up to three years in every subsequent
violation of the Act.

e File complaints of violation of consumer rights or unfair trade practices before
the District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission, State Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commission, and the National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission.

Composition:

e It will have a Chief Commissioner as head, and only two other commissioners
as members — one of whom will deal with matters relating to goods while the
other will look into cases relating to services.

e The CCPA will have an Investigation Wing that will be headed by a Director
General.

e District Collectors too, will have the power to investigate complaints of violations
of consumer rights, unfair trade practices, and false or misleading
advertisements.

54.  Concessional Finance Scheme (CFS), sometime seen in the news, aims to

(@) Provide concessional loans to poor and marginal farmers to purchase
seeds and fertilizers.

(b) Provide concessional loans to poor and marginalized women
(c) Provide concessional loans to drought and flood hit districts in India

(d) None of the above

Solution: D

Concessional Finance Scheme (CES)

e Under it, government has been supporting Indian Entities bidding for
strategically important infrastructure projects abroad since 2015-16. Since
the objectives of the Scheme continue to be relevant, it is proposed to extend
the Scheme for another five years from 2018 to 2023.

Implementation Strategy and Targets:

e Under the Scheme, MEA selects the specific projects keeping in view
strategic interest of India and sends the same to Department of Economic
Affairs (DEA).

e The strategic importance of a project to deserve financing under this Scheme,
is decided, on a case to case basis, by a Committee chaired by Secretary, DEA
and with members from Department of Expenditure, Ministry of External Affairs,
Department of Industrial Promotion and Policy (DIPP), Department of
Commerce, Department of Financial Services and Ministry of Home Affairs. The
Deputy National Security Adviser is also a member of this Committee. Once
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approved by the Committee, DEA issues a formal letter to EXIM Bank
conveying approval for financing of the project under CFS.

e The Scheme is presently being operated through the Export-Import Bank of
India, which raises resources from the market to provide concessional finance.
Government of India (Gol) provides counter guarantee and interest equalization
support of 2% to the EXIM Bank.

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1541088

55.  Consider the following statements regarding North Eastern Council

1. It was established under the States reorganizations Act, 1956.

2. Minister of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) is the ex-
officio Chairman of North Eastern Council.

3. It functions as a regional planning body for the North Eastern Area.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: C

North Eastern Council

e The North Eastern Council is the nodal agency for the economic and social
development of the North Eastern Region which consists of the eight States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Tripura.

e NEC was established under the North Eastern Council Act, 1971 as an apex
level body for securing balanced and coordinated development and facilitating
coordination with the States.

e The NEC Act was amended by the Parliament in 2002 (Act No. 68 of 2002).
The ‘North Eastern Areas’ now means the area comprising the States of
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim
and Mizoram. The Council now has as its members the Governors of the
States mentioned above, the Chief Ministers of the said States and three
Members nominated by the President.

e Subsequent to the Amendment of 2002, NEC has been mandated to function
as a regional planning body for the North Eastern Area and while formulating a
regional plan for this area, shall give priority to the schemes and projects
benefiting two or more states provided that in the case of Sikkim, the Council
shall formulate specific projects and schemes for that State.

e The Union Cabinet, in June 2018, approved the proposal of Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) for the nomination of the
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Union Home Minister as ex-officio Chairman of North Eastern Council
(NEC). The Cabinet also approved that Minister of State (Independent Charge),
Ministry of DONER would serve as Vice Chairman of the Council.

e NEC and all the Governors and Chief Ministers of North Eastern States will be
Members.

Extra Learning:

e The North Eastern Region Vision 2020 Document was brought out by NEC
and accepted and signed by all the Members of the Council in the 56th
Plenary of the NEC on 13th May 2008 at Agartala, Tripura. It was later unveiled
by the Government in July, 2008 at New Delhi. Subsequently, seventeen
thematic groups incorporating sector experts were constituted by this Ministry
to develop specific action plans to operationalize the Vision 2020 Document.

e The North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Project
(NERCORMP) a sustainable Livelihood Project is the Flagship Programme of
NEC, with support from International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

56. Consider the following statements regarding Office of Profit
1. The expression office of profit has not been defined in the Constitution;
however, it has been defined in the Representation of the People Act,
1951.
2. An MLA or an MP will be disqualified if he holds an office of profit under
the central or state government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Office of Profit

e If an MLA or an MP holds a government office and receives benefits from
it, then that office is termed as an “office of profit”.

e Aperson will be disqualified if he holds an office of profit under the central or
state government, other than an office declared not to disqualify its holder by a
law passed by Parliament or state legislature.

What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA?

e Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid down in Article 102 of the
Constitution, and for an MLA in Article 191.
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e They can be disqualified for: a) Holding an office of profit under government of
India or state government; b) Being of unsound mind; c) Being an undischarged
insolvent; d) Not being an Indian citizen or for acquiring citizenship of another
country.

What is the underlying principle for including ‘office of profit as criterion for
disqualification?

e Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel obligated to
the Executive in any way, which could influence them while discharging
legislative functions. In other words, an MP or MLA should be free to carry
out her duties without any kind of governmental pressure. The intent is that
there should be no conflict between the duties and interests of an elected
member.

e The office of profit law simply seeks to enforce a basic feature of the
Constitution- the principle of separation of power between the legislature
and the executive.

Reason for controversies:

e The expression “office of profit” has not been defined in the Constitution
or in the Representation of the People Act, 1951.

e Itis for the courts to explain the significance and meaning of this concept.
Over the years, courts have decided this issue in the context of specific factual
situations.

Extra Learning:

According to the definition, what constitutes an ‘office of profit’?

e The law does not clearly define what constitutes an office of profit but the
definition has evolved over the years with interpretations made in various court
judgments. An office of profit has been interpreted to be a position that brings
to the office-holder some financial gain, or advantage, or benefit. The amount
of such profit is immaterial.

e In 1964, the Supreme Court ruled that the test for determining whether a person
holds an office of profit is the test of appointment. Several factors are
considered in this determination including factors such as: (i) whether the
government is the appointing authority, (ii) whether the government has
the power to terminate the appointment, (ii) whether the government
determines the remuneration, (iv) what is the source of remuneration, and
(v) the power that comes with the position.

https://www.prsindia.org/theprsblog/explained-law-holding-%E2%80%98office-
profit%eE2%80%99
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57.  Consider the following pairs

Tribe State they
belong to
1. Bishnoi : Rajasthan

2. Chechu : Madhya Pradesh

3. Maldhari : Gujarat
Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly
(a) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 only

Solution: C

e Bishnoi tribe present in Rajasthan and consider trees as sacred and protect
the entire ecosystem.

e Chechu tribe lives in Andhra Pradesh involved in tiger conservation at
Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve (NSTR).

e Maldhari Tribe lives in Gujarat and the success of lion conservation in Gir
forest area is due to peaceful coexistence of tribe with lions

e Bugun Tribe lives in Arunachal Pradesh. The tribe using Community-led
conservation initiatives and traditional knowledge helped to protect the
critically endangered bird

e Nyishi tribe lives in Arunachal Pradesh and known for conserving hornbills
in the Pakke/Pakhui Tiger Reserve.

58. Consider the following statements regarding composition of election
commission
1. As per the Constitution, the Election Commission shall consist of the
chief election commissioner and not more than two election
commissioners.
2. The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election
commissioners shall be determined by the parliament.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and?2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: D

The Election Commission is a permanent and an independent body established
by the Constitution of India directly to ensure free and fair elections in the
country. Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of superintendence,
direction and control of elections to parliament, state legislatures, the office of
president of India and the office of vice president of India shall be vested in the
election commission. Thus, the Election Commission is an all-India body in the sense
that it is common to both the Central government and the state governments.

It must be noted here that the election commission is not concerned with the
elections to panchayats and muncipalities in the states. For this, the Constitution
of India provides for a separate State Election Commission Article 324 of the
Constitution has made the following provisions with regard to the composition of
election commission:

The Election Commission shall consist of the chief election commissioner and such
number of other election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to time
fix.

The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and
the regional commissioners shall be determined by the president.

The chief election commissioner and the two other election commissioners have equal
powers and receive equal salary, allowances and other perquisites, which are
similar to those of a judge of the Supreme Court. In case of difference of opinion
amongst the Chief Election Commissioner and/or two other election commissioners,
the matter is decided by the Commission by majority.

They hold office for a term of six years or until they attain the age of 65 years,
whichever is earlier. They can resign at any time or can also be removed before the
expiry of their term.

59. Consider the following statements regarding independent and impartial
functioning of the UPSC

1. The entire expenses of the UPSC are charged on the Consolidated Fund
of India.

2. The chairman of UPSC is not eligible for further employment in the
Government of India or a state.

3. The chairman or a member of UPSC is not eligible for reappointment to
that office.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3
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Solution: D

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) is the central recruiting agency in
India. It is an independent constitutional body in the sense that it has been directly
created by the Constitution. Articles 315 to 323 in Part XIV of the Constitution
contain elaborate provisions regarding the composition, appointment and removal of
members along with the independence, powers and functions of the UPSC

Independence

The Constitution has made the following provisions to safeguard and ensure the
independent and impartial functioning of the UPSC:

(a) The chairman or a member of the UPSC can be removed from office by
the president only in the manner and on the grounds mentioned in the
Constitution. Therefore, they enjoy security of tenure.

(b) The conditions of service of the chairman or a member, though
determined by the president, cannot be varied to his disadvantage after
his appointment.

(c) The entire expenses including the salaries, allowances and pensions of
the chairman and members of the UPSC are charged on the
Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, they are not subject to vote of
Parliament.

(d) The chairman of UPSC (on ceasing to hold office) is not eligible for
further employment in the Government of India or a state.

(e) A member of UPSC (on ceasing to hold office) is eligible for appointment
as the chairman of UPSC or a State Public Service Commission (SPSC),
but not for any other employment in the Government of India or a state.

() The chairman or a member of UPSC is (after having completed his first
term) not eligible for reappointment to that office (i.e., not eligible for
second term).

60. Consider the following statements regarding Bharat Ratna

1. The recommendations for the Bharat Ratha are made by the union
cabinet to the President.

2. There is no monetary grant associated with the award.

3. The award is restricted to resident Indians

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 only
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Solution: D

The Bharat Ratna is the highest civilian award of the Republic of India. Instituted
in 2 January 1954, the award is conferred “in recognition of exceptional
service/performance of the highest order”, without distinction of race, occupation,
position, or sex.

e The award was originally limited to achievements in the arts, literature,
science, and public services, but the government expanded the criteria to
include “any field of human endeavour” in December 2011.

e The recommendations for the Bharat Ratna are made by the Prime
Minister to the President, with a maximum of three nominees being
awarded per year.

e Recipients receive a Sanad (certificate) signed by the President and a
peepal-leaf-shaped medallion; there is no monetary grant associated with
the award. Bharat Ratna recipients rank seventh in the Indian order of
precedence.

e Though usually conferred on India-born citizens, the Bharat Ratna has been
awarded to one naturalised citizen, Mother Teresa, and to two non-Indians,
Pakistan national Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and former South African
President Nelson Mandela.

e On 25 January 2019, the government announced the award to social activist
Nanaji Deshmukh (posthumously), singer-music director Bhupen Hazarika
(posthumously) and to former President of India Pranab Mukherjee.

61. Which of the following qualifications have been prescribed for the members of
the Finance commission?

1. A judge of high court or one qualified to be appointed as one.

2. A person who has specialized knowledge of finance and accounts of the
government.

3. A person who has wide experience in financial matters and in
administration.

4. A person who has special knowledge of economics.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: D
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Article 280 of the Constitution of India provides for a Finance Commission as a
guasi-judicial body. It is constituted by the president of India every fifth year or at
such earlier time as he considers necessary.

The Finance Commission consists of a chairman and four other members to be
appointed by the president. They hold office for such period as specified by the
president in his order. They are eligible for reappointment.

The Constitution authorizes the Parliament to determine the qualifications of members
of the commission and the manner in which they should be selected. Accordingly, the
Parliament has specified the qualifications of the chairman and members of the
commission. The chairman should be a person having experience in public affairs and
the four other members should be selected from amongst the following:

1. Ajudge of high court or one qualified to be appointed as one.

2. A person who has specialized knowledge of finance and accounts of the
government.

3. A person who has wide experience in financial matters and in
administration.

4. A person who has special knowledge of economics.

62. Consider the following statements regarding GST Council
1. The 101st Amendment Act of 2016 provided for the establishment of a
Goods and Services Tax Council under the new Article 269-A.
2. The Union Revenue Secretary acts as the ex-officio Secretary to the
Council.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

e The 101st Amendment Act of 2016 paved the way for the introduction of a
new tax regime (i.e. goods and services tax — GST) in the country. The smooth
and efficient administration of this tax requires co-operation and coordination
between the center and the states. In order to facilitate this consultation
process, the amendment provided for the establishment of a Goods and
Services Tax Council or the GST Council.

e The amendment inserted a new Article 279-A in the Constitution. This Article
empowered the President to constitute a GST Council by an order.
Accordingly, the President issued the order in 2016 and constituted the Council.
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e The Secretariat of the Council is located at New Delhi. The Union Revenue
Secretary acts as the ex-officio Secretary to the Council.

63. The Programme for International Students Assessment (PISA) has been
conducted by

(€)) NITI Aayog
(b) UNESCO
(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

(d) Ministry of Human Resource Development

Solution: C

Union Human Resource Development Minister recently reviewed preparations for
PISA 2021. He instructed all the Deputy Commissioners to work hard to make India
successful in this examination.

Background:

e Cabinet has already given ex-post facto approval to the Agreement between
India and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) for participating in the Programme for International Students
Assessment (PISA), which will be conducted by the OECD in 2021. The
Agreement was signed on 28th January 2019.

India’s participation in PISA:

¢ India had taken partin Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
in 2009 and bagged the 72nd rank among 74 participating countries.

e Then UPA government had boycotted PISA, blaming “out of context” questions
for India’s dismal performance.

e Later, the HRD Ministry, under the NDA-II government, revisited this decision
in 2016 and the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) had set up a committee
to review the matter and submitted its report in December 2016.

e The report recommended for participation in test in 2018. However, India
missed the application deadline for the 2018 cycle.

About the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA):

e It is an international assessment that measures 15-year-old students’
reading, mathematics, and science literacy every three years.

e First conducted in 2000, the major domain of study rotates between reading,
mathematics, and science in each cycle.

e PISA also includes measures of general or cross-curricular competencies,
such as collaborative problem solving.
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e PISA is coordinated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), an intergovernmental organization of industrialized
countries, and is conducted in the United States by NCES.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/01/programme-for-international-students-
assessment-pisa/

64. National Commission for Scheduled Castes investigate matters relating to
which of the following communities
1. Scheduled Castes
2. Anglo-Indian Community
3. Other backward classes

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: A

National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SCs):

e The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (SCs) is a constitutional
body in the sense that it is directly established by Article 338 of the
Constitution.

e The Commission is also required to discharge similar functions with
regard to the Anglo-Indian Community as it does with respect to the SCs.
In other words, the Commission has to investigate all matters relating to the
constitutional and other legal safeguards for the Anglo-Indian Community and
report to the President upon their working.

e Till 2018, the commission was also required to discharge similar functions with
regard to the other backward classes (OBCs). It was relieved from this
responsibility by the 102" Amendment Act of 2018.

65. Which of the following is/are the functions of Commissioner for Linguistic

Minorities?

1. The Commissioner takes up the matters pertaining to the grievances of
the linguistic minorities

2. It provides assistance to Union government only; State governments

have their separate office to protect linguistic minorities.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Originally, the Constitution of India did not make any provision with respect to the
Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities. Later, the States Reorganisation
Commission (1953-55) made a recommendation in this regard. Accordingly, the
Seventh Constitutional Amendment Act of 1956 inserted a new Article 350-B in
Part XVII of the Constitution. This article contains the following provisions:

e There should be a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities. He is to be
appointed by the President of India.

e It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to
the safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution. He
would report to the President upon those matters at such intervals as the
President may direct. The President should place all such reports before each
House of Parliament and send to the governments of the states concerned.

e The Constitution does not specify the qualifications, tenure, salaries and
allowances, service conditions and procedure for removal of the Special
Officer for Linguistic Minorities

Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities

e The Commissioner takes up all the matters pertaining to the grievances arising
out of the non-implementation of the Constitutional and Nationally Agreed
Scheme of Safeguards provided to linguistic minorities that come to its
notice or are brought to its knowledge by the linguistic minority individuals,
groups, associations or organizations at the highest political and administrative
levels of the state governments and UT administrations and recommends
remedial actions to be taken.

e To promote and preserve linguistic minority groups, the Ministry of Minority
Affairs has requested the State Governments / Union Territories to give wide
publicity to the constitutional safeguards provided to linguistic minorities and to
take necessary administrative measures. The state governments and UT
Administrations were urged to accord priority to the implementation of the
scheme of safeguards for linguistic minorities. The Commissioner launched a
10-point programme to lend fresh impetus to Governmental efforts towards the
preservation of the language and culture of linguistic minorities.
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66. Consider the following statements regarding Electoral bonds

1. It will carry the name of the payee.

2. It may be purchased by a citizen of India, or entities incorporated or
established in India.

3. Only the registered Political Parties are eligible to receive the Electoral
Bonds.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

Electoral bonds worth ¥232 crore were sold in October, taking the total number of
bonds sold from March 2018 till October 2019 to 12,313 and the total value to 36,128
crore, according to data shared by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).
Mumbai had the highest amount of bonds at %1,880 crore, followed by Kolkata at
1,440 crore, Delhi at 919 crore and Hyderabad at ¥838 crore, while all other cities
accounted for 1,051 crore from March 2018 till October 2019.

About Electoral bonds:
e Bonds that allow donors to pay political parties using banks as an intermediary.
Key features:

e Although called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes
will not carry any interest.

e It will be a bearer instrument.

e It will not carry the name of the payee.

e |t can be bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh,
Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore.

Eligibility:
e May be purchased by a citizen of India, or entities incorporated or established
in India.
e A person being an individual can buy electoral bonds, either singly or jointly
with other individuals.
e Only the registered Political Parties which have secured not less than one per

cent of the votes polled in the last Lok Sabha elections or the State Legislative
Assembly are eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/02/electoral-bond-scheme-7/
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67. The Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be appointed by
(@) Prime Minister of India
(b) President of India
(© Chief Justice of India

(d) Ministry of Minority Affairs

Solution: B

Article 350 B of the Constitution provides for the appointment by President of a
Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities.

e |t shall be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the
safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under this Constitution and report
to the President upon those matters at such intervals as the President may
direct, and the President shall cause all such reports to be laid before each
House of Parliament, and sent to the Governments of the States concerned.
Hence, Option B is correct.

68. Consider the following statements regarding National Human Rights

Commission

1. The commission is not empowered to inquire into any matter after the
expiry of one year of the alleged act.

2. Its recommendations are binding on the concerned government or
authority.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

National Human Rights Commission

e The National Human Rights Commission is a statutory body. It was
established in 1993 under a legislation enacted by the Parliament, namely, the
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. This Act was amended in 2006.

e The commission is the watchdog of human rights in the country, that is, the
rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual guaranteed by
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the Constitution or embodied in the international covenants and enforceable by
courts in India.

e The commission is not empowered to inquire into any matter after the expiry of
one year from the date on which the act constituting violation of human rights
is alleged to have been committed. In other words, it can look into a matter
within one year of its occurrence.

e The functions of the commission are mainly recommendatory in nature. It has
no power to punish the violators of human rights, nor to award any relief
including monetary relief to the victim. Notably, its recommendations are not
binding on the concerned government or authority. But, it should be informed
about the action taken on its recommendations within one month.

69. Consider the following pairs regarding New Year celebrated in different names
in different states of India.

New Year State

1. Puthandu . Telangana

2. Bohag Bihu : Himachal Pradesh

3. GudiPadwa : Maharashtra
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) None

Solution: C

e Ugadi — The festival is celebrated in the state of Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh, in the month of March-April

e Gudi Padwa — Maharashtra

e Baisakhi — Baisakhi is the harvest festival, celebrated by people of Punjab.
Baisakhi also stands as the day of the formation of the Sikh Khalsa.

e Bohag Bihu — Assamese New Year

e Puthandu - Tamil Nadu

e PohelaBoishakh —Bengali New Year. Pohela Boishakh is also celebrated by
tribal people in hilly regions of Tripura and also in cities of other countries.
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70.

Chief Information Commissioner is appointed by the President on the
recommendation of a committee consisting of

Prime Minister

Leader of Opposition Lok Sabha

Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister

Union Home Minister

Chief Justice of India

akrwnE

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 1,2 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and5

Solution: A

The Central Information Commission was established by the Central Government
in 2005. It was constituted through an Official Gazette Notification under the
provisions of the Right to Information Act (2005). Hence, it is not a constitutional

body.

The Central Information Commission is a high-powered independent body
which inter alia looks into the complaints made to it and decides the appeals. It
entertains complaints and appeals pertaining to offices, financial institutions,
public sector undertakings, etc., under the Central Government and the Union
Territories.

The Commission consists of a Chief Information Commissioner and not more
than ten Information Commissioners. The Commission, when constituted
initially, had five commissioners including the Chief Information Commissioner.
At present (2019), the Commission has six Information Commissioners apart
from the Chief Information Commissioner.

They are appointed by the President on the recommendation of a committee
consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha and a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister. They
should be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge and
experience in law, science and technology, social service, management,
journalism, mass media or administration and governance.

They should not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of
any State or Union Territory. They should not hold any other office of profit or
connected with any political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any
profession.
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71. Consider the following statements regarding Sustainable Alternative towards
Affordable Transportation (SATAT) Initiative.

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

2. The programme will be funded under Solid and Liquid Waste
Management (SLWM) component of Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin

3. It will be benefit for vehicle-users as well as farmers and entrepreneurs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
() 2 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: A

SATAT initiative has the potential of addressing environmental problems arising
from stubble burning. The viability is based on techno commercial factors.

About the initiative:

e Petroleum Ministry has launched SATAT initiative to promote Compressed
Bio-Gas (CBG) as an alternative, green transport fuel

e Theinitiative is aimed at providing a Sustainable Alternative towards Affordable
Transportation (SATAT) as a developmental effort that would benefit both
vehicle-users as well as farmers and entrepreneurs.

e Compressed Bio-Gas plants are proposed to be set up mainly through
independent entrepreneurs.

e The programme will be funded under Solid and Liquid Waste Management
(SLWM) component of Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin (SBM-G) to benefit
households in identified villages through Gram Panchayats.

How it works?

e CBG produced at these plants will be transported through cascades of cylinders
to the fuel station networks of OMCs for marketing as a green transport fuel
alternative.

e The entrepreneurs would be able to separately market the other by-products
from these plants, including bio-manure, carbon-dioxide, etc., to enhance
returns on investment.

e This initiative is expected to generate direct employment for 75,000 people and
produce 50 million tonnes of bio-manure for crops.
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What is Bio- Gas?

e Bio-gasis produced naturally through a process of anaerobic decomposition
from waste / bio-mass sources like agriculture residue, cattle dung,
sugarcane press mud, municipal solid waste, sewage treatment plant waste,
etc.

e After purification, it is compressed and called CBG, which has pure
methane content of over 95%.

What is CBG?

e Compressed Bio-Gas is exactly similar to the commercially available natural
gas in its composition and energy potential. With calorific value (~52,000
KJ/kg) and other properties similar to CNG, Compressed Bio-Gas can be
used as an alternative, renewable automotive fuel.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/sustainable-alternative-towards-
affordable-transportation-satat-initiative-3/

72.  Consider the following statements regarding Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI)

1. The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam
Committee on Prevention of Corruption.

2. It works under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

3. It is a statutory body under the Special Police Establishment, 1941.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 2 only

Solution: A

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) was set up in 1963 by a resolution of
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Later, it was transferred to the Ministry of Personnel
and now it enjoys the status of an attached office. The Special Police Establishment
(which looked into vigilance cases) setup in 1941 was also merged with the CBI.

e The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam
Committee on Prevention of Corruption (1962-1964).

e The CBIl is not a statutory body. It derives its powers from the Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act, 1946.

www.insightsonindia.com 69 Insights IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/sustainable-alternative-towards-affordable-transportation-satat-initiative-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/sustainable-alternative-towards-affordable-transportation-satat-initiative-3/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

73.  Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana

(PMMY)

1. It aims to refinance collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small
borrowers

2. Mudra Loans are available for both non-agricultural activities and
activities allied to agriculture.

3. All commercial banks, RRB, Cooperative Bank or other Micro Finance

Institutions are eligible for refinance under PM Mudra Yojana.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

RBI Deputy Governor MK Jain has expressed concerns over growing non- performing
assets (NPAs) in Mudra category.

Why the concern?

e Non-performing assets ratio or bad loans as a percentage of MUDRA loans
were at 2.68% in 2018-19, up 16 basis points from 2.52% in the previous year.
These loan NPAs were at 2.89% in 2016-17. Of the 182.60 million MUDRA
loans sanctioned, 3.63 million accounts defaulted as on 31 March.

About the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme:

e The PMMY Scheme was launched in April, 2015. The scheme’s objective is to
refinance collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small borrowers.

e The scheme, which has a corpus of Rs 20,000 crore, can lend between Rs
50,000 and Rs 10 lakh to small entrepreneurs.

e Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA Scheme after becoming
member-lending institutions of MUDRA.

e Mudra Loans are available for non-agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 lakh and
activities allied to agriculture such as Dairy, Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, are also
covered.

e Mudra’s unique features include a Mudra Card which permits access to
Working Capital through ATMs and Card Machines.

e Allcommercial banks (Private or Public), RRB, Cooperative Bank or other Micro
Finance Institutions are eligible for refinance under PM Mudra Yojana.

There are three types of loans under PMMY::

1. Shishu (up to Rs.50,000).
2. Kishore (from Rs.50,001 to Rs.5 lakh).
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3. Tarun (from Rs.500,001 to Rs.10,00,000).
Objectives of the scheme:

e Fundthe unfunded: Those who have a business plan to generate income from
a non-farm activity like manufacturing, processing, trading or service sector but
don’t have enough capital to invest can take loans up to Rs 10 lakh.

e Micro finance institutions (MFI) monitoring and regulation: With the help of
MUDRA bank, the network of microfinance institutions will be monitored. New
registration will also be done.

e Promote financial inclusion: With the aim to reach Last mile credit delivery to
micro businesses taking help of technology solutions, it further adds to the
vision of financial inclusion.

e Reduce jobless economic growth: Providing micro enterprises with credit
facility will help generate employment sources and an overall increase in GDP.

e Integration of Informal economy into Formal sector: It will help India also
grow its tax base as incomes from the informal sector are non-taxed.

74.  Consider the following statements regarding Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013)

1. The Lokpal to consist of a Chairperson with a maximum of 8 members
of which 50% shall be judicial members.

2. 50% of the members of the Lokpal shall come from amongst the SCs,
the STs, the OBCs, minorities and women.

3. The Prime Minister is excluded from the purview of the Lokpal.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: A
The salient features of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) are as follows.

e It seeks to establish the institution of the Lokpal at the Centre and the
Lokayukta at the level of the State and thus seeks to provide a uniform
vigilance and anti-corruption road map for the nation both at the Centre
and at the States. The jurisdiction of Lokpal includes the Prime Minister,
Ministers, Members of Parliament and Groups A, B, C and D officers and
officials of the Central Government.

e The Lokpal to consist of a Chairperson with a maximum of 8 members of which
50% shall be judicial members.

¢ 50% of the members of the Lokpal shall come from amongst the SCs, the STs,
the OBCs, minorities and women.
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e The selection of the Chairperson and the members of Lokpal shall be through
a Selection Committee consisting of the Prime Minister, the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, the Chief
Justice of India or a sitting Supreme Court Judge nominated by the Chief
Justice of India and an eminent jurist to be nominated by the President of
India on the basis of recommendations of the first four members of the selection
committee.

e A Search Committee will assist the Selection Committee in the process of
selection. 50% of the members of the Search Committee shall also be from
amongst the SCs, the STs, the OBCs, minorities and women.

e The Prime Minister has been brought under the purview of the Lokpal with
subject matter exclusions and specific process for handling complaints against
the Prime Minister.

75.  Consider the following statements regarding Epidemic Disease Act, 1897

1. The act empowers state governments/UTsto take special measures and
formulate regulations for containing the outbreak.
2. Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under this Act shall

be deemed to have committed an offence punishable under section 188
of the Indian Penal Code.

3. No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against any person for anything
done or in good faith intended to be done under this Act

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c)1,2and 3

(d) 3 only

Solution: C

Epidemic Disease Act, 1897:

e The Epidemic Diseases Act is routinely enforced across the country for dealing
with outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera.

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act

e The act aims to provide “for the better prevention of the spread of Dangerous
Epidemic Diseases.”

e The act empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and
formulate regulations for containing the outbreak.
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Section 2 of the Act empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures
and formulate regulations to contain any outbreak. The Section says:

(1)

(2)

When at any time the state government is satisfied that the
state or any part thereof is visited by, or threatened with, an
outbreak of any dangerous epidemic disease, the state
government, if it thinks that the ordinary provisions of the law
for the time being in force are insufficient for the purpose, may
take, or require or empower any person to take, such measures
and, by public notice, prescribe such temporary regulations to
be observed by the public or by any person or class of persons
as it shall deem necessary to prevent the outbreak of such
disease or the spread thereof, and may determine in what
manner and by whom any expenses incurred (including
compensation if any) shall be defrayed.

In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing provisions, the state government may take measures
and prescribe regulations for the inspection of persons
travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in
hospital, temporary accommodation or otherwise, of persons
suspected by the inspecting officer of being infected with any
such disease.

Section 3 is on penalty: “Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under
this Act shall be deemed to have committed an offence punishable under section 188
of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860);

Section 4; Protection to persons acting under Act: “No suit or other legal
proceeding shall lie against any person for anything done or in good faith intended to
be done under this Act (legal protection to implement the Act).

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/a-123-yr-old-act-to-combat-coronavirus-in-india-

experts-say-nothing-wrong-11584182501707.html

76.

DAY - 20 (InstaTest-20)

Consider the following statements regarding Global Solar Council

It was founded at the 2015 Paris Climate Conference.

It is an international non-profit association of the national, regional and
international associations in solar energy.

1.
2.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: C

Global Solar Council is international non-profit association of the national, regional
and international associations in solar energy and the world‘s leading corporations.

e Itwas founded at the 2015 Paris Climate Conference.

e The Global Solar Council is an International Coalition of more than 30 nations,
utilising maximum solar energy which have decided to harness the renewable
energy for the greater good.

77. Consider the following statements regarding Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme

1. It is a scheme to support small and medium scale food businesses to
comply with the food safety laws.
2. It was launched by Ministry of Food Processing Industries to scale up

the ‘Eat Right India’ movement.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme:

e Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme for strengthening and scaling up ‘Eat Right
India’ movement launched.

What is FSM scheme?

e A scheme to support small and medium scale food businesses to comply with
the food safety laws and facilitate licensing and registration, hygiene ratings
and training.

Significance of the scheme:

e Apart from strengthening food safety, this scheme would also create new
employment opportunities for youth, particularly with food and nutrition
background.

How it works?

e Food Safety Mitras will be chosen. They undergo training and certification by
FSSAI to do their work and get paid by food businesses for their services. “By
motivating key players in the system who can reach out to people at large, we
can reach out to each and every individual. We have to include every section
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of the society so that Eat Right India becomes a country wide movement.” Dr
Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare said at the
function to commemorate World Food Day 2019, here today. The theme for
this day was ‘Healthy Diets for a Zero Hunger World’. To mark the occasion, Dr
Harsh Vardhan also launched the ‘Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme, along
with the ‘Eat Right Jacket’, and ‘Eat Right Jhola’ to strengthen food safety
administration and scale up the ‘Eat Right India’ movement.

About Eat Right Movement:

78.

It was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI). The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption
by 30% in three years. It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve
their health and well-being by making the right food choices.

Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima

Yojana

1. There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all
Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops.

2. There is upper limit on Government subsidy.

3. It is compulsory for farmers in the notified area who possess a Crop Loan
account/KCC account to whom credit limit is sanctioned/renewed.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: C

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana:

The new Crop Insurance Scheme is in line with One Nation — One Scheme
theme. It incorporates the best features of all previous schemes and at the
same time, all previous shortcomings / weaknesses have been removed. The
PMFBY will replace the existing two schemes National Agricultural
Insurance Scheme as well as the Modified NAIS.

There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all
Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual commercial and
horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. The
premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low and balance premium will be
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paid by the Government to provide full insured amount to the farmers against
crop loss on account of natural calamities.

e There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. Even if the balance
premium is 90%, it will be borne by the Government.

e Earlier, there was a provision of capping the premium rate which resulted in low
claims being paid to farmers. This capping was done to limit Government outgo
on the premium subsidy. This capping has now been removed and farmers will
get a claim against full sum insured without any reduction.

e The use of technology will be encouraged to a great extent. Smartphones will
be used to capture and upload data of crop cutting to reduce the delays in claim
payment to farmers. Remote sensing will be used to reduce the number of crop
cutting experiments.

e PMFBY is a replacement scheme of NAIS / MNAIS, there will be exemption
from Service Tax liability of all the services involved in the
implementation of the scheme. It is estimated that the new scheme will
ensure about 75-80 per cent of subsidy for the farmers in insurance premium.

e Farmers to be covered: Recently, Enrolment under the Scheme is made
voluntary for all farmers (Both PMFBY/RWBCIS).

79.  Consider the following pairs

Report Published
By
1. Global Economic : International
Prospects Monetary
Fund
2. Global Risk Report : World
Economic
Forum
3. World Economic : United
Situation and Nations
Prospects

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: B
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80.

Global Economic Prospects report is released by World Bank World
Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2019 is an annual United
Nations’ flagship publication on expected trends in the global economy.
Global Risk Report 2019 is released by World Economic Forum.

Participatory Guarantee System is an initiative for
(a) Start Ups

(b) Electronic products

(c) Organic Products

(d) DBT in Fertilizer subsidies

Solution: C

Participatory Guarantee System — India Portal:

81.

Participatory Guarantee System is a process of certifying organic products
which ensures agriculture production process in accordance with the standards
laid down for organic products and that desired quality has been maintained.
This is exhibited in the form of documented logo or a statement. In order to
promote domestic organic market growth and also to enable small and
marginal farmer to have easy access to organic certification, a
decentralized organic farming certification system called Participatory
Guarantee System =India (PGS-India) is implemented by the Department of
Agriculture and Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India.
It is cost effective, farmer- friendly and hassle-free. It is outside the framework
of third party system of certification, which is a pre-requisite to enter export
market of organic produce.

It is a quality assurance initiative that is locally relevant with active participation
of stakeholders including producers/farmers, traders and consumers in
certification system. This group certification system is supported by
Paramaparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) scheme. Itin a way supports
domestic demand for organic produce and trains the farmers in document
management and adherence to other requirements of certification process and
prepares him to opt for third party certification, if he wishes to go for export.

Consider the following statements regarding Jan Shikshan Sansthan

1. It provides vocational skills to non-literate, neo-literates as well as school
drop-outs by identifying skills that have a market in the region of their
establishment.

2. The scheme is implemented by Ministry of Human Resource
Development.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

Jan Shikshan Sansthan (formerly known as Shramik Vidyapeeth) provide
vocational skills to non-literate, neo-literates as well as school drop-outs by
identifying skills that have a market in the region of their establishment.

The Scheme of Jan Shikshan Sansthan has been transferred from Ministry of Human
Resource Development to Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in
July-2018.

Target Group

e Socio-economically backward and educationally disadvantaged groups of
rural/urban population.

e Main target include non-literate, neo-literates, person education upto 8th
standard, school drop-outs, in the age group of 15-35 years.

e Priority given to women, SC, ST, OBC and Minorities in rural areas and urban
slums.

Features

e Polyvalent approach takes into account; learning needs, convenience of place
and time of learners and trainers.

e Course content, duration, methods, instructional arrangements and financial
(CSR supported / Fee based trainings)

e Livelihood cell to be encouraged the beneficiaries for self and wage
employment and linkages with national / state portal for promotion of
employment and job melas etc.

e Courses having NSQF Compliant which has production, service and IT
oriented.

e Life Enrichment Education part of Skill training programme. Digital Literacy and
life skills are also incorporated across the course curriculum.

¢ Methodology of teaching includes theory, practical. Livelihood experience /
apprenticeship, systematic evidence based internal assessment system, online
certification, common branding.

e Training of trainers through National Skill Training Institutes

e Evaluation includes concurrent and terminal.

e Feed-back/success story Performa developed
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82.

Consider the following statements

1. No scheduled tribe is notified in Punjab and Haryana

2. Parliament may by law include in or exclude from the list of scheduled
tribes specified in a notification

3. The tribal population constitutes 18.6% of the country’s population.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 2 only

Solution: D

The term ‘Scheduled Tribes’ first appeared in the Constitution of India. Article 366
(25) defined scheduled tribes as “such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups
within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be
Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of this constitution”. Article 342, which is
reproduced below, prescribes procedure to be followed in the matter of specification
of scheduled tribes.

Parliament may by law include in or exclude from the list of Scheduled
tribes specified in a notification issued under clause(l) any tribe or tribal
community or part of or group within any tribe or tribal community, but save as
aforesaid, a notification issued under the said clause shall not be varied by any
subsequent notification.

The Scheduled Tribes are notified in 30 States/UTs and the number of
individual ethnic groups, etc. notified as Scheduled Tribes is 705. The tribal
population of the country, as per 2011 census, is 10.43 crore, constituting
8.6% of the total population. 89.97% of them live in rural areas and 10.03%
in urban areas.

The decadal population growth of the tribal’s from Census 2001 to 2011 has
been 23.66% against the 17.69% of the entire population. The sex ratio for the
overall population is 940 females per 1000 males and that of Scheduled Tribes
990 females per thousand males.

More than two-third of the ST population is concentrated only in the seven
States of the country, viz. Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. There is no ST population in 3
States (Delhi NCR, Punjab and Haryana) and 2 UTs (Puducherry and
Chandigarh), as no Scheduled Tribe is notified.

http://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/scheduled-tribes-welfare/ministry-of-tribal-welfare
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83.  Consider the following statements regarding Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban

Mission (SPMRM)

1. A ‘Rurban cluster’, would be a cluster of geographically contiguous
villages with a population of about 2,50,000 to 5,00,000 in plain and
coastal areas

2. The scheme is implemented by Ministry of Rural Development.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

e The Government of India, has proposed the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban
Mission (SPMRM), aimed at developing such rural areas by provisioning of
economic, social and physical infrastructure facilities.

e The scheme is implemented by Ministry of Rural Development.

¢ A ‘Rurban cluster’, would be a cluster of geographically contiguous villages
with a population of about 25000 to 50000 in plain and coastal areas and with
a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or tribal areas. As far as
practicable, clusters of villages would follow administrative convergence units
of Gram Panchayats and shall be within a single block/tehsil for administrative
convenience.

e The Mission aims at development of 300 Rurban clusters, in the next five years.
These clusters would be strengthened with the required amenities, for which it
is proposed that resources be mobilized through convergence of various
schemes of the Government, over and above which a Critical Gap Funding
(CGF) would be provided under this Mission, for focused development of these
clusters.

84. Consider the following statements regarding Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL)

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal Shakti

2. It is an initiative for ensuring long term sustainability of ground water
resources in the country.

3. 50% of the total outlay shall be in the form of World Bank loan and
remaining 50% shall be through Central Assistance from regular
budgetary support.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL) is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti to improve ground water management through community participation. The
scheme has a total outlay of Rs.6000 crore and is to be implemented over a period of
5 years (2020-21 to 2024-25).

85.

Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL) is an initiative for ensuring long term
sustainability of ground water resources in the country. The Department of
Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of
Jal Shakti is adopting a mix of ‘top down’ and ‘bottom up’ approaches in
identified ground water stressed blocks in seven states, representing a range
of geomorphic, climatic and hydrogeologic and cultural settings. ATAL JAL has
been designed with the principal objective of strengthening the institutional
framework for participatory ground water management and bringing about
behavioral changes at the community level for sustainable ground water
resource management. The scheme envisages undertaking this through
various interventions, including awareness programmes, capacity building,
convergence of ongoing/new schemes and improved agricultural practices etc.
Out of the total outlay of Rs. 6000 crore to be implemented over a period of 5
years (2020-21 to 2024-25), 50% shall be in the form of World Bank loan, and
be repaid by the Central Government. The remaining 50% shall be through
Central Assistance from regular budgetary support. The entire World Bank’s
loan component and Central Assistance shall be passed on to the States as
Grants.

Consider the following statements regarding The Indian Ocean humpback

dolphin

1. Indian Ocean humpbacked dolphins are social delphinids that live in
groups

2. The species is currently categorized as Critically Endangered by IUCN

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A
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e Indian Ocean Humpback Dolphin is known to occur within the Indian Ocean
from South Africa to India. Indian Ocean humpbacked dolphins are social
delphinids that live in groups.

e Habitat: Species are among the most adaptive ones due to their habitat
preference for shallow waters places them in some of the world’'s most
intensively utilised, fished, shipped, modified and polluted waters.

e The species is currently categorized as endangered species and protected
under Schedule | of the Wild life protection Act, 1972.

86. Consider the following statements regarding Hunar Haat
1. It is organized by Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
2. Itis an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans
from the minority communities.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The next “Hunar Haat”, to be organised by Ministry of Minority Affairs from 13th
February, 2020 at India Gate Lawns, Rajpath, New Delhi will be based on the theme
of “Kaushal Ko Kaam”.

Hunar Haat:

e Organised by ministry of minority affairs under “USTTAD” scheme at different
parts of the country.

e Itis an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans from
the minority communities.

e These Haat aim to provide market exposure and employment opportunities to
artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary experts.

Significance:

e “Hunar Haat” have become a successful mission to provide employment and
employment opportunities at national as well international markets for
thousands of master artisans, craftsmen and culinary experts.

What is USTTAD SCHEME?

e USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills and Training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for
Development) scheme aims to preserve heritage of traditional arts and crafts
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87.

of minority communities and build capacity of traditional crafts persons and
artisans and establish linkages of traditional skills with the global market.

Consider the following statements regarding KumharSashaktikaran

1. KVIC is implementing the programme for promotion and development of
traditional industries.

2. KVIC provides them training and electric pottery wheels and other tools
like blunger, Pug Mill, etc.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

KVIC is implementing following programmes for promotion and development of
traditional industries viz. Beekeeping (Honey Mission) and Pottery Development
Programme (KumharSashaktikaranProgramme):

88.

Bee-Keeping (Honey Mission): KVIC launched Honey (Bee) Mission in July,
2017 for promoting Beekeeping and generating employment in the beekeeping
potential States of the country.

Pottery Programme (KumharSashaktikaran): Under this programme KVIC
identify the areas where clusters of traditional pottery workers are available and
provide them training and electric pottery wheels and other tools like blunger,
Pug Mill, etc.

Consider the following statements

1. India shares border with Afghanistan
2. Kazakhstan shares border with Afghanistan.
3. Bangladesh shares border with Myanmar

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only
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Solution: C

India shares 106-km border, abutting Wakhan Corridor in PoK, with Afghanistan.
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Finding safe haven in Bangladesh

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya have left thelr ethnic homeland of
Rakhine State for the district of Cox's Bazar agong, Bangladesh.

Myanmar

Bay of Bengal
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89.  Consider the following statements regarding e-course on Vulnerability Atlas
1. It has been launched by National Disaster Management Authority.
2. It is a unique course that offers awareness and understanding about
natural hazards.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

e Shri Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State (I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs
today launched “angikaar” a campaign for change management and e-
Course on Vulnerability Atlas of India here today.

¢ In line with the vision of Prime Minister, Angikaar has been launched for social
behaviour change, focusing on issues such as water & energy conservation,
waste management, health, tree plantation, sanitation and hygiene for
beneficiaries of completed houses under PMAY (U), through community
mobilisation and IEC activities.For this purpose, the campaign will converge
with schemes and Missions of other Ministries dealing with these subjects. The
convergence would especially focus on Ujjwala for gas connection and
Ayushman Bharat for health insurance to the beneficiaries of PMAY (U).

e Under PMAY (U) about 88 lakh houses has been approved till now as against
demand of 1.12 crore. The angikaar aims at reaching out all the beneficiaries
of the Mission in phased manner. The campaign will be initiated in all target
cities on 2nd October 2019 commemorating 150th Gandhi Jayanti after
preparatory phase and culminate on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10th
December, 2019. The campaign will include door to door activities, ward and
city level events.

e The e-course on Vulnerability Atlas is offered by the Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs in collaboration of School of Planning & Architecture (SPA), New
Delhi and Building Materials & Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC). Itis a
unique course that offers awareness and understanding about natural hazards,
helps identify regions with high vulnerability with respect to various hazards
(earthquakes, cyclones, landslides, floods, etc.) and specifies district-wise level
of damage risks to the existing housing stock.
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90. Consider the following statements regarding International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)

1. It is an international financial institution and specialized United Nations
agency.
2. IFAD is the only specialized global development organisation exclusively

focused on and dedicated to transforming agriculture, rural economies
and food systems.
3. India is a member state to this organization.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

At the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) we invest in rural
people, empowering them to increase their food security, improve the nutrition of their
families and increase their incomes. We help them build resilience, expand their
businesses and take charge of their own development.

IFAD is an international financial institution and specialized United Nations agency
based in Rome, the UN’s food and agriculture hub. Since 1978, we have provided
over US$21 billion in grants and low-interest loans to projects that have reached about
491 million people.

IFAD is the only specialized global development organisation exclusively
focused on and dedicated to transforming agriculture, rural economies and food
systems. India is a member state to this organization

91. Consider the following statements regarding Swachh — Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan
1. It is launched by Indian Coast Guard
2. It aims to make beaches clean and create awareness amongst citizens
about the importance of coastal ecosystems.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: B

The Environment Ministry is undertaking a mass cleanliness-cum-awareness
drive in 50 identified beaches under the “Swachh — Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan”.

About Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan:

e Launched by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC)
e Aim: To make beaches clean and create awareness amongst citizens about
the importance of coastal ecosystems — in Beaches across 10 states / UTs.

e The campaign will be organized in the beaches after consultation with the state

governments.

e Environment Education Division and Society of Integrated Coastal
Management (SICOM) under the Environment Ministry will be responsible for
its implementation.

e At end of the drive, the best three beaches will be suitably awarded along with
a certificate of appreciation for all the participating eco-clubs.

e The implementation of the drive will be monitored by the MOEF&CC officials.

92.  Consider the following statements regarding International Energy Agency

1. The IEA was created in 1974 to help co-ordinate a collective response
to major disruptions in the supply of oil.

2. World energy investment report is released by IEA.

3. India is a member of IEA.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: A

International Energy Agency

e The IEA is at the heart of global dialogue on energy, providing authoritative
analysis, data, policy recommendations, and real-world solutions to help
countries provide secure and sustainable energy for all.

e The IEA was created in 1974 to help co-ordinate a collective response to major
disruptions in the supply of oil. While oil security this remains a key aspect of
our work, the IEA has evolved and expanded significantly since its foundation.

e World energy investment report is released by IEA.
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e Indiais an associate member of IEA.

93. Contingent Reserve Arrangement is an initiative of
(a) International Monetary Fund
(b) World Bank
(c) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(d) BRICS

Solution: D

The BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is a framework for the
provision of support through liquidity and precautionary instruments in response
to actual or potential short-term balance of payments pressures. It was established
in 2015 by the BRICS countries Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.

94.  Consider the following statements
1. Ken and Betwa rivers originate in Uttar Pradesh.
2. Ken River passes through Panna tiger reserve.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The government has said it is pushing Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh to make
progress on the Ken-Betwa river interlinking project.

What's the issue?

e The ¥18,000-crore project has been mired in several hurdles. The most recent
one is a disagreement between the States on the share of water. There are
outstanding environmental obstructions too. It involves deforesting a portion of
the Panna Tiger Reserve.
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Booster shot Keyaspects of the ¥18,000 crore Ken Betwa river interlink project

o e B * The Ken Betwa project will transfer
“’E““‘ ", s 0 Hamirpar surplus water from the Ken river to
g\,{.? 3 Vs Jhansi Yamuna  the Betwa basin to help irrigate the
-‘{f)’,"" Tmmﬁ'ﬂ’- drought-prone Bundelkhand region
\(“ / - oy and the adjoining areas
v ; 1
s \ » The 230 km concrete canal will pass
Betwa I.In\k aml g 5 8 = through Jhansi, Banda and Mahoba
¢ Lalitour S ',/ /s Ken districts of U.P. and Tikamgarh, Panna
& Chatarpur ‘\.l ‘5 and Chatarpur districtsof M P
% » The project will Hazards: The
s BUNDELKHAND Pany also benefit U.P project involves
/! and MPinterms deforesting a
| Saqar of meeting their  portion of the
¢ irrigation and Panna Tiger reserve
drinking water (approximately
MAP SOURCT: NATIONAL WATTR DEVEL DPMENT AGINCY needs 10%) in M.P.

About Ken- Betwa project:

e Conceived as a two-part project, this is the country’s first river interlinking
project. It is perceived as a model plan for similar interstate river transfer
missions.

e The project aims to transfer surplus water from the Ken river in MP to Betwa in
UP to irrigate the drought-prone Bundelkhand region spread across the districts
of two states mainly Jhansi, Banda,Lalitpur and Mahoba districts of UP and
Tikamgarh, Panna and Chhatarpur districts of MP.

Key facts:

e Ken and Betwa rivers originate in MP and are the tributaries of Yamuna.

e Ken meets with Yamuna in Banda district of UP and with Betwa in Hamirpur
district of UP.

e Rajghat, Paricha and Matatila dams are over Betwa River.

e Ken River passes through Panna tiger reserve.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/25/ken-betwa-river-interlinking-project/

95.  Consider the following statements regarding International Criminal Court

1. It is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN).

2. It investigates and tries individuals charged with the gravest crimes of
concern to the international community.

3. It is governed by the Rome Statute and it is the world’s first permanent

international criminal court.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3
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Solution: B

International Criminal Court

e The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and, where warranted, tries
individuals charged with the gravest crimes of concern to the international
community: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of
aggression.

e The Court is participating in a global fight to end impunity, and through
international criminal justice, the Court aims to hold those responsible
accountable for their crimes and to help prevent these crimes from happening
again.

e The Court cannot reach these goals alone. As a court of last resort, it seeks to
complement, not replace, national Courts. Governed by an international treaty
called the Rome Statute, the ICC is the world’s first permanent international
criminal court.

e The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of
the United Nations (UN). It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of
the United Nations and began work in April 1946. The seat of the Court is at
the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands).

96. Consider the following statements regarding Trachischium apteii

1. It is a newly discovered snake found in Tally Valley Wildlife Sanctuary,
Arunachal Pradesh.
2. It belongs to a group of fossorial snakes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

Trachischium apteii:

e Itisanewly discovered snake species from Arunachal Pradesh.

e It was found in Tally Valley Wildlife Sanctuary.

e It belongs to a group of fossorial (adapted to digging) snakes that live mostly
underground, and surface mainly during or after a heavy monsoon shower.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-28-
november-2019/

www.insightsonindia.com 91 Insights IAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-28-november-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-28-november-2019/

INSTA 75 Days REVISION PLAN for Prelims 2020 - InstaTests

97.  Consider the following statements regarding International Press Institute (IPI)
1. It is an intergovernmental organization.
2. Its mission is to defend media freedom and the free flow of news
wherever they are threatened.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

The International Press Institute (IPI) is an independent, non-governmental, not-
for-profit organisation. Oversight of IPI’s activities is carried out on various levels. The
General Assembly and the Executive Board are the organisation’s highest governing
bodies. IPI's day-to-day work is conducted by a professional secretariat in Vienna
headed by an executive director. In some countries, National Committees formed by
IPI members assist in carrying out the organisation’s work at the national level. The
International Press Institute (IPI) is a global network of editors, journalists and media
executives who share a common dedication to quality, independent journalism.
Together, we promote the conditions that allow journalism to fulfill its public
function, the most important of which is the media’s ability to operate free from
interference and without fear of retaliation. Our mission is to defend media
freedom and the free flow of news wherever they are threatened.
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98. The Sisseri River Bridge which was inaugurated recently, is located in
(a) Assam
(b) Meghalaya
(c) Manipur
(d) Arunachal Pradesh

Solution: D

Sisseri River Bridge:

e Recently, the Defence Minister inaugurated the Sisseri River Bridge located at
lower Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh.

e The 200m long bridge provides connectivity between Dibang Valley and
Siang.

e The bridge was constructed by ‘Project Brahmank’ of Border Roads
Organisation (BRO).

e This bridge is strategically important from the military viewpoint and will be a
part of Trans Arunachal Highway.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/11/16/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-16-
november-2019/

99.  Consider the following statements regarding National Council of Senior Citizens
1. It has tenure of two years
2. It will be headed by the Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

A National Council for Senior Citizens, headed by the will be constituted by the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

e With tenure of five years, the Council will monitor the implementation of the
policy and advise the government on concerns of senior citizens. A similar
body would be established in every state with the concerned minister heading
the State Council for Senior Citizens.
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e The Council would include representatives of relevant central ministries, the
Planning Commission and ten states by rotation.

e Representatives of senior citizens associations from every state and Union
Territory.

e Representatives of NGOs, academia, media and experts on ageing.

e The council would meet once in six months.

100. The Brown to Green Report 2019 has been released by
(a) Global Green Growth Institute.
(b) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
(c) Climate Transparency partnership
(d) World Nature Organization (WNO)

Solution: C

The 2019 Brown to Green Report has been published by the Climate Transparency
partnership, an international research collaboration. The report is the most
comprehensive review of G20 countries’ climate performance, mapping
achievements and drawbacks in their efforts to reduce emissions, adapt to climate
impacts and green the financial system.

Key findings:

e Carbon emissions from the world’s 20 biggest economies, including India, are
rising.

e None of the G20 countries have plans that will help them achieve the target.
Many of the current 2030 climate targets under the Paris Agreement (Nationally
Determined Contributions or NDCs) are too weak, with about half of the G20
countries projected to meet or overachieve their inadequate NDCs.

e Energy-related carbon dioxide emissions in G20 countries shot up by 1.8
per cent in 2018 due to rising energy demand.

e Energy supply is not getting cleaner: despite a more than five per cent rise
in G20 total renewable energy supply in 2018, the share of fossil fuels in the
G20 energy mix remains at 82 per cent.

e While renewables now account for 25.5 per cent of power generation, this is
not sufficient to outweigh the growth of emissions from fossil fuel sources.

e Low-carbon fuels need to increase roughly 10 times by 2050 to keep global
warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius.

e (G20 emissions in the building sector grew more than in any other sector in 2018
(4.1 per cent). Retrofitting existing buildings challenges all G20 and especially
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OECD countries. New buildings have to be near zero-energy by 2020-25 to
keep global warming below 1.5 degrees.
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Vishal Mishra - 3 days ago
Thanks....

. Srija - 3 days ago -
Thank you insights for inspiring and holding our hand in this great
journey...hope we make use of your effort and last till the end as a matter
of gratitude.. pls keep going with your work and inspiring us :)
2 v - Reply - Share»

http://disq.us/p/282palg

One point fromy side..
Which | learn from insight.

Insta/test realise your weak area.
Know them_

Make strong them

And

Fight back

We are in war zone.

Your weakness will through you out

Fridzy - 2 days ago

| have devoted everything to insights. revision plan, tests, modules, CA
etc. This was much needed.

2 ~ - Reply - Share»

http://disq.us/p/2839b2u

Get up and fight
Final is on 31 st may.

4 ~ | v - Share>

http://disq.us/p/282plo8

http://disq.us/p/28595xc

Warrior Sammy - an hour ago

Corct 17/25

time 23 min

| usually donot post much but here i m today for u @Insights

When i was in colg i got to noe abut ur website during artika ma'am toppers
talk. She has all d praise for u. Nd frm den nd till today i am a daily visitor of
ur website. | had been followng it since approx 2018 whn i started my
preparation. Ur selfless, upto mark quality content nvr made me feel to go to
delhi regarded as hub of upsc preparation (i m frm agra . U made me a btir
person today. Ur consistency, discipline inspire me to wrk more hard to
achieve my dream |

Thanku is a vry small wrd.

A | ~ « Reply * Share>

http://disq.us/p/2857k0t

LIS sunesara dhaval - 30 minutes ago
, Thank you insights for this 10 days... Due to your 75 days plan | cleared upsc

prelim 2019 with around 130+ marks in my second attempt .. Right now | am
selected as a police inspector in 2018 through state pcs and my training is
going , and | am getting less hours for reading but with your consistant
support and motivation stories, | am still fighting for my ultimate dream ._.and |
am getting the results too_.. Thank you insightslil -}

1 ~v « Reply - Share»

http://disq.us/p/2857hhqg

. Veena § - 33 minutes ago
All the 10 tests prepared by INSIGHTS are really worthy...even though my
- marks range is from 10-18,1 didn't get discouraged because of the timely
motivation and the feel that INSIGHTS is guiding me on the right track for my
destination._your all free initiatives really needs much appreciation. thanks a
lot INSIGHTS

1~ | v - Reply - Share>

http://disq.us/p/2856dfp

w Shefali Kayasth ~ \inoth Kumar - an hour ago

| great buddy....when i started this journey(2016) | was
20...now going to be 24..tb se insights ka hi sahara hai. after
my family and some of my close friends...insights hi hai jinko
me apna sahil manti hu...
shuknya @@Insights
2 ~ + Reply « Share>

! kapil - 3 days ago
+ We should not worry about low score, instead we are lucky, we get the
C= chance to improve us further and yes we are here to commit mistake so
that those mistakes keep distance from us during prelims
1 ~ « Reply « Share>

http://disq.us/p/2858mel

Shubham Bharti - 18 minutes ago

@Insights, The best part i feel about INSTA test is - It has set a great
momentum which is increasing day by day.

| had started my preparation roughly Sept/Oct 2019. Finishing syllabus for the
1st time along with job, took almost 4 months.

Thereafter, when | had started with Subject wise test (with my 1st revision) in
Feb, | was performing consistently very low and wasn't exactly sure how to fix
those efficiently since the exam is approaching very fast.

Since, we have 75 days plan at hand, It has set a proper structure to my
revisions. Also, the MITRA sheet and noting down the mistakes | do, have
come into pictures. Now, | am able to realize, how i can fast-pace the
resolution of my mistakes.

Hence, Accuracy seems to be increasing slowly day by day. | am learning
new things, getting better at making guesses.

| will follow this to the last day. Hope, My accuracy and learning will reach a
level to make me qualify for the exam

Thank you Insights.

| will be working hard. :)

http://disq.us/p/28592b1

ﬁ Aashi singh - Insights + 15 minutes ago
@Insights
THANK YOU SO MUCH
what you are doing is beyond words
one thing i will say that
because of you
people like us who do not know much who come from
different background
could dream
and may achieve them
thank you so much
god bless you AND TEAM
HOPE IF GOD GIVE ME CHANCE | CAN DO
SOMETHING IN RETURN
thank you so much

A | ¥ + Reply « Share»
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http://disqg.us/p/2855270

n Saikat # Insights - an hour ago

Thank you @Insights for this initiative. | was looking forward to it
and after 10 days, | am feeling much more confident. | have
uploaded MITRA sheets for & days as | did not attempt day 4 and
day 5 due to the reason which is known to your team. It's your words
and regular feedback that gave me strength to come back and now,
come what may, | will continue this journey. We are now under a
state of complete lock down now and we can use this time either by
panicking or by preparing ourselves to be the officers this nation
needs. Our choice will shape the future.
1A

Reply - Share »

http://disq.us/p/2855vwp

=

DISK21 ~* Insights - an hour ago - edited

w2 Thank you @Insights _Its bcz of you only . Though | do not
know where | will end this journey but my heart n mind always
says it will not stop untill | reached the destination .Coming to
your all prgms CA, quiz, RTM and this INSTA .| am following
since beginning of my journey(excluding break in between due
to personal reason) and learning a lot from it INSTA helping
me a lot to revise the things and where | am lacking .Hope | will
learn n give my best to it untill I get through Rest | will surely
share with you about my identity (name._.hehe) and my journey
_Thanks to the team .ur team is great .

Share »

1 A | w

Reply

http://disq.us/p/2855yka

sir my experience Is too good, 1 used to analyse myself on a daily basis as u
can see in screenshot. Alongwith i used to note down elimination skills and try
to recall them by revising all of them at one place & through your revision plan
i'm getting a push day by day that | have committed to insights to make them
proud so it keeps me going.

I got good observation slowly and will trying them day by day to applying it in
every test and insta revision plan and | take these 30 questions as an edge
over others because I'm not following any PT365 or any compilations apart
from your resources so | take these questions as a learning opportunity and

add these in my notes.that's it n

insta

- -1
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http://disq.us/p/2852u5r

Hermione Granger - 3 hours ago

m Scored 23/30 today.
Not a perfect score, but i am just proud that i have been consistently giving
these tests and examining my mistakes and planning the next day's
preparation accordingly. Thank you @Insights .
In these panic driven days, you are one constant source of push and
encouragement.
3 A | v - Reply

Share »

http://disq.us/p/2854jny

. Ezhil - 2 hours ago
3 of 15 questions answered correctl
- . Y

Your time: 00:25:11, little progress, thank you @Insights, | believe that you
are the only reason for keeping me busy whatever happened around me, |
am preparing from last one year but | could not able to keep my plans,
because of so many issues, now | am happy and get confident that surely |

will land safely. Now | am realizing that " Nobody can go back and start a new

begining, but anyone can start today and make a new end”, | started on
15.03.2020, to make a new end, thank you Insights.
Share »

2w

Reply

http://disq.us/p/285733x

Alok yadav - an hour ago

ﬁ-

@insight i have been using this type of MITRA

Analysis shows too much changes b/w first day and 10th day

i am enjoying this journey breaking and making mine better tomorrow
due to covid-19 in days of grief it's feeling very mental pressure but in
guidance of ur team moving gradually

THANKS A LOT team @INSIGHT for precious contribution in our journey
Share »

2 A ~

Reply

http://disq.us/p/2856vij
. Stoic - 2 hours ago - edited
T10,
- Attempted 27,
Right answers 13

@Insights

I'm happy | have been doing this for past ten days. What makes me happier
is the fact that the schedule makes for extensive dynamic coverage of topics
as well.

| have been uploading MITRA sheets every day. | will continue daing the
same no matter what. My scores aren't pretty and | know that. | also know
that | will get better. I'm understanding how i think when I'm given different
questions.

Thank vou for providing this schedule.
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