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1. Economy 
 

1) Consider the following statements regarding Geographical indication (GI) tag. 
 1. A GI tag conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the 
place of its origin. 
 2. Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market similar products. 
 3. Kerala has the highest number of GI tagged products. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial goods) originating 
from a definite geographical territory. 
Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the 
place of its origin. 
Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market similar products. It also 
provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product. 
Karnataka has the highest number of GI tagged products. 

 
 
2) With a view to providing a greater measure of protection to depositors in banks the Deposit Insurance and 
Credit Guarantee Corporation, has raised the limit of insurance cover for depositors in insured banks to ₹5 lakh 
per depositor. In this regard, consider the following statements. 
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 1. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Reserve Bank 
of India. 
 2. Depositors holding more than Rs 5 lakh in their account have no legal remedy in case of the collapse of 
the bank.  
 3. It will not have any impact on the operating expenses of banks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
With a view to providing a greater measure of protection to depositors in banks the Deposit Insurance and Credit 
Guarantee Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India, has raised the limit of insurance 
cover for depositors in insured banks from the present level of ₹1 lakh to ₹5 lakh per depositor with effect from 
February 4, 2020 with the approval of Government of India. 
 
When a bank collapses, depositors will get Rs 5 lakh from the Corporation. However, now depositors holding 
more than Rs 5 lakh in their account have no legal remedy in case of the collapse of the bank. Irrespective of the 
deposit amount, be it Rs 25 lakh or Rs 5 crore, the depositor will get only Rs five lakh if a bank collapses. 
 
Given the size of insured deposits is likely to increase, the deposit insurance premium paid by banks will increase 
the operating expenses of banks and will be negative for their profitability to the extent they are not able to pass 
it on to the bank customers.  
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Finance Commission. 
 1. The 15th Finance Commission has reduced the share of tax revenues that the Centre shares with the 
states from 42% to 40%. 
 2. The 15th Finance Commission has considered the 2011 population along with forest cover, tax effort, 
area of the state, and demographic performance to arrive at the states’ share in the divisible pool of taxes.  
 3. Finance Commission can suggest measures to maintain a stable fiscal environment consistent with 
equitable growth. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC) has considered the 2011 population along with forest cover, tax effort, 
area of the state, and “demographic performance” to arrive at the states’ share in the divisible pool of taxes. As 
had been widely anticipated, shares of the southern states, except Tamil Nadu, have fallen — with Karnataka 
losing the most. 
 
The Fifteenth Finance Commission has reduced the vertical devolution — the share of tax revenues that the 
Centre shares with the states — from 42% to 41%.  
 
The Finance Commission is a constitutionally mandated body that decides, among other things, the sharing of 
taxes between the Centre and the states.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Over the years, the terms of reference of the Commission too, have been widened. The Thirteenth Commission 
was told, for example, to assess the impact of the (then) proposed GST from April 1, 2010; the need to improve 
the quality of public expenditure; to review the finances of both the Centre and the states; to suggest measures 
to maintain a stable fiscal environment consistent with equitable growth; and to suggest a revised roadmap to 
maintain the gains of fiscal consolidation through 2015. 
 
Source  Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. WTO uses the factors of trade and the level of economic development of a country as the criteria for 
making a distinction between a developed and a developing country member. 
 2. World Bank uses per capita incomes as the criteria to classify countries as developed and developing 
countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Under the WTO rules, any country can “self-designate” itself as a developing country. In fact, the WTO does not 
lay down any specific criteria for making a distinction between a developed and a developing country member, 
unlike in the World Bank where per capita incomes are used to classify countries. But despite this clearly laid 
down criteria in the WTO rules for making a distinction between developing and developed countries, the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) employed an arbitrary methodology that took into consideration “economic, 
trade, and other factors, including the level of economic development of a country (based on a review of the 
country’s per capita GNI) and a country’s share of world trade” to exclude India from list of designated developing 
countries. 
 
Source  
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding India’s imports of palm oil. 
 1. In 2018-19, the bulk of the palm oil was imported from Malaysia. 
 2. Palm oil stays relatively stable at high temperatures, and is therefore suitable for reuse. 
 3. Palm oil is the main ingredient in Vanaspati. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
India imported 64.15 lakh metric tonnes (MT) of crude palm oil (CPO) and 23.9 lakh MT of refined, bleached and 
deodorised (RBD) in 2018-19, the bulk of which was from Indonesia. 
 
Commerce Ministry data show India imported $10 billion worth of vegetable oil in 2019-20, making it the 
country’s fifth most valuable import after mineral oil ($141 bn), gold ($32 bn), coal ($26 bn), and telecom 
instruments such as cell phones ($17 bn). 
 
Palm oil is the cheapest edible oil available naturally. Its inert taste makes it suitable for use in foods ranging from 
baked goods to fried snacks. It stays relatively stable at high temperatures, and is therefore suitable for reuse and 
deep frying. It is the main ingredient in vanaspati (hydrogenated vegetable oil). 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The fiscal deficit maps the excess of revenue expenditure over revenue receipts.  
 2. FRBM Act of 2003 mandated limiting the fiscal deficit to 3% of the nominal GDP and eliminate revenue 
deficit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, which was initiated in 2003 but has been tweaked several 
times since then, lays down the red lines for all types of government deficits including fiscal deficit.  
 
The fiscal deficit is another key marker and it maps the excess of revenue expenditure over revenue receipts.  
 
The FRBM Act of 2003 had mandated that, apart from limiting the fiscal deficit to 3% of the nominal GDP, the 
revenue deficit should be brought down to 0%. This would have meant that all the government borrowing (or 
fiscal deficit) for the year would have funded only capital expenditure by the government. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Long Term Repo Operations (LTRO). 
 1. LTRO is a new liquidity facility conducted by RBI to inject liquidity in the  banking system with 
long term maturity periods.  
 2. Funds through LTRO will be provided at the repo rate.   
 3. LTROs will be conducted on E-KUBER platform. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
RBI has announced a new liquidity facility under Long Term Repo Operations (LTRO) to inject liquidity 
in the banking system. The new policy tool comes in the context of the RBI’s limitations in cutting its 
policy rate as well as its desire to enhance liquidity of the banking system and promote lending 
activities of banks. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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An interesting feature of the RBI’s new effort is that the central bank will be injecting Rs 1 lakh crore 
into the banking system through auctions with long term maturity periods (comp ared to one day 
repos) of 1 year and 3 year. 
 
Funds through LTRO will be provided at the repo rate. This means that banks can avail one year and 
three-year loans at the same interest rate of one day repo. Usually, loans with higher maturity period 
(here like 1 year and 3 year) will have higher interest rate compared to short term (repo) loans.  
 
If the RBI is ready to give one-year and three year loans at the low repo rate, then there will be a 
clear pressure on banks to reduce thier lending rates. Hence, th e most important effect of the LTRO 
in the system will be a decline in short term lending rates of banks. There are two clear effects of 
LTROs: 

(a) it will enhance liquidity in the banking system by Rs 1 lakh crore 
(b) since the interest rate is comparatively low, there will be a downard pressure on short 

term lending rates. 
These two will bring the effect of a slightly easy monetary policy.  
 
According to the RBI, the LTRO scheme will  be in addition to the existing LAF and MSF (Marginal 
Standing Facility) operations. The LAF and MSF are the two sets of liquidity operations by the RBI 
with the LAF having a number of tools like repo, reverse repo, term repo etc.  
 
Objectives of LTRO 

• To assure banks about the availability of durable liquidity at reasonable cost relative to 
prevailing market conditions. 

• Further encourage banks to undertake maturity transformation smoothly and seamlessly so as 
to augment credit flows to productive sectors.  

 
LTROs will be conducted on CBS (E-KUBER) platform.  
 
Source 
 
8) International Financial Services Centres can provide which of the following services. 
 1. Fund-raising services for only individuals and corporations. 
 2. Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance.  
 3. Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
An IFSC enables bringing back the financial services and transactions that are currently carried out in offshore 
financial centers by Indian corporate entities and overseas branches / subsidiaries of financial institutions (FIs) to 
India by offering business and regulatory environment that is comparable to other leading international financial 
centers in the world like London and Singapore.  
It would provide Indian corporates easier access to global financial markets.  
 
What are the services an IFSC can provide?  

o Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments.  
o Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 
companies and mutual funds.  
o Wealth management.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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o Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 
opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms.  
o Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, liquidity 
investment and management and asset-liability matching.  
o Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance.  
o Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations.  

 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Coal imports to India. 
 1. Coal is among the top five commodities imported by India. 
 2. India Imports only thermal coal and is self-sufficient with the domestic production of the coking coal. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India’s thermal coal imports rose 12.6% to nearly 200 million tonnes in 2019.  
Coal is among the top five commodities imported by India, the world’s largest consumer, importer and producer 
of the fuel. 
Imports of thermal coal — mainly used for power generation — jumped 12.6% to 197.84 million tonnes in 2019. 
However, imports of coking coal — used mainly in the manufacturing of steel — fell marginally. 
Indonesia accounted for nearly 60% of India’s thermal coal imports in the April-December period, government 
data showed, while South Africa accounted for 22% and Russia and Australia accounting for over 5% each. 
Coal imports grew largely due to lower production by Coal India Ltd., whose output fell for five consecutive 
months ended November due to the highest annual rainfall in 25 years and frequent outages including strikes by 
workers and locals. 
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 
 1. Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system developed by RBI. 
 2. It provides 2 Factor Authentication. 
 3. It is necessary to have a credit/debit card to perform UPI transaction. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system developed by National Payments 
Corporation of India facilitating inter-bank transactions. The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank of 
India and works by instantly transferring funds between two bank accounts on a mobile platform. 
 
UPI - Benefits 

• Single click Two Factor authentication 

• Round the clock availability 

• Single Application for accessing different bank accounts 

• Tap customers not having credit/debit cards 

• Use of Virtual ID is more secure, no credential sharing 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Economic capital framework. 
 1. Economic capital framework refers to sources where RBI earns its income. 
 2. RBI had constituted a panel on economic capital framework headed by Sunil Mehta. 
 3. RBI earns income from investment in foreign currency assets. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Economic capital framework refers to the risk capital required by the central bank while taking into account 
different risks. The economic capital framework reflects the capital that an institution requires or needs to hold as 
a counter against unforeseen risks or events or losses in the future. 
 
RBI had constituted a panel on economic capital framework. It was headed by Ex-RBI governor Bimal Jalan. 
The expert panel on RBI’s economic capital framework was formed to address the issue of RBI reserves— one of 
the sticking points between the central bank and the government. 

 
 
12) RBI’s Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) Framework is applicable to 
 1. Public Sector Banks 
 2. Private Sector Banks 
 3. Co-operative Banks 
 4. Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Reserve Bank of India put several banks under prompt corrective action or PCA for not maintaining a 
desirable level of capital which restricts their business activity. Besides capital, PCA is also triggered if bad loans 
are higher than a minimum threshold and return on assets is lower than the threshold. 
 
The PCA framework is applicable only to commercial banks and not extended to cooperative banks and non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs). 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements about prepaid payment instruments 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://www.npci.org.in/product-overview/upi-product-overview
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/capital-adequacy-and-prompt-corrective-action/articleshow/67156343.cms?from=mdr


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                        9                                             www.insightsactivelearn.com  

 1. Prepaid payment instruments are those which facilitate purchase of both goods and services against 
the value stored on such instruments.  
 2. Inter-personal remittance transactions is not possible. 
 3. These payment instruments are licensed and regulated by the Ministry of Finance. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Prepaid payment instruments are those which facilitate purchase of goods and services against the value stored 
on such instruments. Value stored on them is paid by the holder using a medium (cash, debit card, credit card 
etc). 
 
These are generally issued in the form of smart cards, mobile wallets, paper vouchers, internet accounts/wallets. 
 
Prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) come with a pre-loaded value and in some cases a pre-defined purpose of 
payment. They facilitate the purchase of goods and services as well as inter-personal remittance transactions such 
as sending money to a friend or a family member. 
These payment instruments are licensed and regulated by the Reserve Bank of India.  
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Additional Tier-1 (AT-1) bonds, recently seen in news. 
 1. Additional Tier-1 bonds, are a type of secured bonds that banks issue to shore up their core capital 
base to meet the Basel-III norms.  
 2. These bonds are perpetual and carry no maturity date.  
 3. Banks issuing AT-1 bonds can skip interest payouts for a particular year or even reduce the bonds’ face 
value. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
AT-1, short for Additional Tier-1 bonds, are a type of unsecured, perpetual bonds that banks issue to shore up 
their core capital base to meet the Basel-III norms. After a string of banks turned turtle in the global financial 
crisis, central banks got together and decided to formulate new rules (called the Basel-III norms) that would make 
them maintain stronger balance sheets. 
 
In India, one of the key new rules brought in was that banks must maintain capital at a minimum ratio of 11.5 per 
cent of their risk-weighted loans. Of this, 9.5 per cent needs to be in Tier-1 capital and 2 per cent in Tier-2. Tier-1 
capital refers to equity and other forms of permanent capital that stays with the bank, as deposits and loans flow 
in and out. 
 
Features: 
One, these bonds are perpetual and carry no maturity date. Instead, they carry call options that allow banks to 
redeem them after five or 10 years. But banks are not obliged to use this call option and can opt to pay only 
interest on these bonds for eternity.  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Two, banks issuing AT-1 bonds can skip interest payouts for a particular year or even reduce the bonds’ face value 
without getting into hot water with their investors, provided their capital ratios fall below certain threshold levels. 
These thresholds are specified in their offer terms. 
 
Three, if the RBI feels that a bank is tottering on the brink and needs a rescue, it can simply ask the bank to cancel 
its outstanding AT-1 bonds without consulting its investors.  
 
AT-1 bonds are complex hybrid instruments, ideally meant for institutions and smart investors who can decipher 
their terms and assess if their higher rates compensate for their higher risks. But in India, these bonds seem to 
have been sold to a fair number of retail investors as fixed deposit or NCD substitutes. 
 
Source 
 
15) A trade deficit can mean 
 1. Demand in the domestic economy is not being met by the domestic producers. 
 2. Lack of competitiveness of the domestic industry. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 2) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A trade deficit means broadly can mean two things.  

One, that the demand in the domestic economy is not being met by the domestic producers. For instance, 
India may be producing a lot of milk but still not enough for the total milk demand in the country. As such, India 
may choose to import milk. 

Two, many a time a deficit signifies the lack of competitiveness of the domestic industry. For instance, 
Indian car manufacturers could import steel from China instead of procuring it from the domestic producers if the 
Chinese steel was decidedly cheaper, for the same quality. 
 
More often than not, the trade deficit of a country is due to a combination of both these main factors. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs). 
 1. Under Reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs), members grant special advantages to each other. 
 2. Agreements such as preferential arrangements, free trade agreements, customs 
Unions and common markets constitute Reciprocal trade agreements. 
 3. In recent years reciprocal trade agreements have become an increasingly prominent feature of the 
multilateral trading system. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Countries use bilateral/regional trade agreements to increase market access and expand trade in foreign markets. 
These agreements are called reciprocal trade agreements (RTAs) because members grant special advantages to 
each other. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• RTAs include many types of agreements, such as preferential arrangements, free trade agreements, customs 
unions, and common markets, in which members agree to open their markets to each other’s exports by lowering 
trade barriers. 
• They have become an increasingly prominent feature of the multilateral trading system in recent 
years, in part, because of stalled global negotiations taking place under the auspices of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Small finance banks. 
 1. They are governed by the provisions of Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 
 2. They primarily lend to big corporates and groups. 
 3. They can distribute mutual funds, insurance products and other simple third-party financial products   
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What are small finance banks? 
The small finance bank will primarily undertake basic banking activities of acceptance of deposits and lending to 
unserved and underserved sections including small business units, small and marginal farmers, micro and small 
industries and unorganised sector entities. 
 
Existing non-banking financial companies (NBFC), microfinance institutions (MFI) and local area banks (LAB) can 
apply to become small finance banks. 
They can be promoted either by individuals, corporate, trusts or societies. 
They are established as public limited companies in the private sector under the Companies Act, 2013. 
They are governed by the provisions of Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and other 
relevant statutes. 
 
What they can do? 

Take small deposits and disburse loans. 
Distribute mutual funds, insurance products and other simple third-party financial products. 
Lend 75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority sector. 
Maximum loan size would be 10% of capital funds to single borrower, 15% to a group. 
Minimum 50% of loans should be up to 25 lakhs. 

 
What they cannot do? 

Lend to big corporates and groups. 
Cannot open branches with prior RBI approval for first five years. 
Other financial activities of the promoter must not mingle with the bank. 
It cannot set up subsidiaries to undertake non-banking financial services activities. 
Cannot be a business correspondent of any bank. 

 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Repo rate. 
 1. Repo rate is the rate at which the Reserve Bank of India lends money to commercial banks and NBFCs 
in the event of any shortfall of funds.  
 2. Interest rates on loans and returns on deposits is influenced by the Repo rate. 
 3. The Repo Rate always stands higher than the Reverse Repo Rate. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: b) 
 
Repo Rate, or repurchase rate, is the key monetary policy rate of interest at which the central bank or the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) lends short term money to commercial banks, essentially to control credit availability, inflation, 
and the economic growth. Repo Rate in India is the primary tool in the RBI’s Monetary and Credit Policy.  
 
Other policy rates, such as Reverse Repo Rate and Marginal Standing Facility Rate, are often directly linked with 
the Repo Rate of RBI. Reverse Repo Rate is, on the other hand, an exact opposite of the Repo Rate. 
 
Repo Rate is the most significant rate for the common man too. Everything from interest rates on loans to returns 
on deposits is influenced by this crucial rate set by the RBI, which is why interest rates on home loans, car loans 
and other kinds of borrowings go up and down based on the direction of Repo Rate change. Similarly, banks 
adjust savings account, fixed deposit returns based on this benchmark. 
 
Reverse Repo Rate is actually the opposite of Repo Rate. The RBI borrows money at this rate from the banks for 
the short term. In other words, the banks park their excess funds with the central bank at this rate, often, for one 
day. The banks earn an interest rate on government securities purchased from the RBI for the given period. The 
Repo Rate always stands higher than the Reverse Repo Rate, and the spread between the two is RBI’s income. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements about Swift (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunications) messaging system. 
 1. It is a messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and 
instructions through a standardized system of codes.  
 2. SWIFT facilitate funds transfer and sends payment orders. 
 3. SWIFT India is a consortium of all Indian public sector banks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
It is a messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and instructions through 
a standardized system of codes. Under SWIFT, each financial organization has a unique code which is used to send 
and receive payments. 
SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer: rather, it sends payment orders, which must be settled by correspondent 
accounts that the institutions have with each other. 
The SWIFT is a secure financial message carrier — in other words, it transports messages from one bank to its 
intended bank recipient. 
 
SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecommunication). The company was created to deliver high quality domestic financial 
messaging services to the Indian financial community.  
 
Source 
 
20) According to Economic Survey 2019-20, arrange the following India’s trading partners in the decreasing order 
based on the percent of India’s foreign trade. 
 1. China 
 2. USA 
 3. Saudi Arabia 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 4. UAE 
 5. Hong Kong 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-2-3-4-5 
 b) 2-1-4-3-5 
 c) 1-2-3-5-4 
 d) 2-1-3-4-5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
 

 
 
* Based on total percent of India’s foreign trade. 
 
21) Consider the following statements. 
 1. RBI categorises both Banks and NBFCs as systemically important based on certain criteria. 
 2. In India all NBFCs come under the regulatory preview of RBI. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
SBI, ICICI Bank, and HDFC Bank continue to be identified as Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs). 
 
NBFCs whose asset size is of ₹ 500 cr or more as per last audited balance sheet are considered as systemically 
important NBFCs. The rationale for such classification is that the activities of such NBFCs will have a bearing on 
the financial stability of the overall economy. 
 
Non-Banking Financial Companies are regulated by different regulators in India such as RBI, Irda, SEBI, National 
Housing Bank and Department of Company Affairs. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Sovereign Bonds. 
 1. A sovereign bond is a specific debt instrument issued by the government in both foreign and domestic 
currency.  
 2. The Yield of the sovereign bond is the interest rate that the government pays on issuing bonds.  
 3. The central banks also control the supply of money within the economy by the use of these bonds. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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A sovereign bond is a specific debt instrument issued by the government. They can be denominated in both 
foreign and domestic currency. Just like other bonds, these also promise to pay the buyer a certain amount of 
interest for a stipulated number of years and repay the face value on maturity. They also have a rating associated 
with them which essentially speaks of their credit worthiness.  
 
The Yield of the sovereign bond is the interest rate that the government pays on issuing bonds. Countries with 
volatile economies and high inflation rates have to issue higher interest returns on their bonds compared to more 
stable ones.  
 
The Yield of the bonds are dependent on primarily 3 factors: 
• Creditworthiness - The issuing countries’ perceived ability to repay their debts. This can be obtained from rating 
agencies.  
• Country Risk - External/Internal factors like unrest and wars tend to jeopardize a country’s ability to pay off their 
debts.  
• Exchange Rates- In cases where bonds are issued in foreign currency, fluctuations in exchange rate may lead to 
increased pay out pressure on the issuing government.  
 
The central banks also control the supply of money within the economy by the use of these bonds. When the 
government is in expansionist mode, the central bank will back debt in exchange for cash to raise capital for the 
expenditure. In case it is in the contracting mode, the banks hope to slow growth by selling more securities to 
take out liquidity from the system. 
 
Source 
 
23) According to Economic Survey 2019-20, arrange in the descending order, India’s top five imports. 
 1. Gold 
 2. Petroleum Products 
 3. Crude Petroleum 
 4. Coal 
 5. Coke and briquettes 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-3-4-2-5 
 b) 3-1-2-4-5 
 c) 1-2-1-4-5 
 d) 1-2-3-4-5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/sovereign-bond
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24) Consider the following statements regarding Co-operative banks in India. 
 1. In India, co-operative banks are registered under the States Cooperative Societies Act. 
 2. The customers of a co-operative bank are also its owners.  
 3. Co-operative banks does not come under the regulatory ambit of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Union Cabinet approved an amendment to the Banking Regulation Act to bring multi-state cooperative banks 
under the watch of the central bank and prevent a repeat of Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank-like crisis. 
 
Co-operative banks are financial entities established on a co-operative basis and belonging to their members. This 
means that the customers of a co-operative bank are also its owners. These banks provide a wide range of regular 
banking and financial services.  
 
Broadly, co-operative banks in India are divided into two categories - urban and rural. 
 
In India, co-operative banks are registered under the States Cooperative Societies Act. They also come under the 
regulatory ambit of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) under two laws, namely, the Banking Regulations Act, 1949, 
and the Banking Laws (Co-operative Societies) Act, 1955. 
 
Source Source 
 
25) According to Economic Survey 2019-20, arrange in the decreasing order, India’s top five exports. 
 1. Gold and precious metals 
 2. Drug formulations and biologicals 
 3. Petroleum products 
 4. precious stones 
 5. Iron and steel 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1-2-3-4-5 
 b) 3-4-2-1-5 
 c) 4-3-2-1-5 
 d) 3-4-1-2-3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/cooperative-banks-to-come-under-rbi-watch/articleshow/73973968.cms
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/explained-the-concept-of-co-operative-banking-in-india-4532871.html
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26) Consider the following statements regarding Liberalised Remittance Scheme. 
 1. The Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) allows resident individuals 
to remit a certain amount of money during a financial year to another country. 
 2. According to the prevailing regulations, resident individuals may remit maximum of $200,000 per 
financial year. 
 3. The remitted amount can also be invested in shares, debt instruments, and be used to buy immovable 
properties in overseas market.   
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) allows resident individuals to remit a 
certain amount of money during a financial year to another country for investment and expenditure. 
According to the prevailing regulations, resident individuals may remit up to $250,000 per financial year. This 
money can be used to pay expenses related to travelling (private or for business), medical treatment, studying, 
gifts and donations, maintenance of close relatives and so on. 
 
Apart from this, the remitted amount can also be invested in shares, debt instruments, and be used to buy 
immovable properties in overseas market. Individuals can also open, maintain and hold foreign currency accounts 
with banks outside India for carrying out transactions permitted under the scheme. 
 
However, LRS restricts buying and selling of foreign exchange abroad, or purchase of lottery tickets or sweep 
stakes, proscribed magazines and so on, or any items that are restricted under Schedule II of Foreign Exchange 
Management (Current Account Transactions) Rules, 2000. 
 
You also can’t make remittances directly or indirectly to countries identified by the Financial Action Task Force as 
“non co-operative countries and territories". 
 
Source 
 
27) Consider the following statements regarding co-origination of loans. 
 1. Co-origination of loans means joint contribution of credit by both banks and non-deposit taking non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs) in the priority sector. 
 2. Both banks and NBFCs will have the flexibility to price their part of the loan exposure. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/what-is-liberalised-remittance-scheme-and-what-s-it-used-for-1568743705625.html
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 3. NBFCs will take minimum 20% of the credit risk by way of direct exposure, with the balance being taken 
by banks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the guidelines on co-orgination of loans by banks and non-deposit 
taking non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) in the priority sector. The move is aimed at leveraging the reach 
of NBFCs to help banks meet their priority sector lending targets, leveraging the reach of NBFCs. 
 
The co-origination arrangement should entail “joint contribution of credit by both lenders", the RBI said. It should 
also involve “sharing of risks and rewards between banks and NBFCs", according to the central bank. 
Priority sector lending includes loans to sectors such as agriculture, micro enterprises, social infrastructure, 
education and renewable energy. 
 
Under the new guidelines, NBFCs will take minimum 20% of the credit risk by way of direct exposure, with the 
balance being taken by banks. RBI says the NBFC will have to give an undertaking to the bank that its contribution 
towards the loan amount is not funded out of borrowing from the co-originating bank or any other group 
company of the partner bank. 
 
Both the lenders must have the flexibility to price their part of the loan exposure depending on the risk appetite, 
according to the guidelines. A single blended interest rate will be offered to the borrower in case of fixed rate 
loans, while a weighted average of the benchmark interest rates in proportion to the respective loan contribution 
will be offered in the case of floating rates loans. 
 
The bank and NBFC shall open an escrow type common account for pooling of respective loans contributions for 
disbursement and loan repayments from borrowers, the guidelines state. 
 
In cases of grievance redressal, the NBFC has to explain to the borrower the difference between products offered 
through the co-origination model as compared to its own products. The lender will be primarily responsible for 
providing the customer service and grievance redressal to the borrower. In case the complaint is not resolved 
within 30 days, the borrower would have the option to escalate the same with banking ombudsman/ ombudsman 
for NBFCs, concerned. 
 
Both the lenders will follow independent provisioning requirements and create a framework for day to day 
monitoring and recovery of the loan, the guidelines state. 
 
Source 
 
28) Teaser loan, sometimes seen in news means 
 a) Loans provided to high net worth individuals. 
 b) Loans provided to weaker sections of the society with interest rate below the repo rate. 
 c) Loans which charge lower rates of interest in the first few years after which the rates are increased. 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
State Bank of India’s (SBI) plan to offer fixed-cum-floating home loan rates — known as teaser loans — is likely to 
hit a regulatory hurdle as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is uncomfortable with such products. 
Teaser loans are those which charge comparatively lower rates of interest in the first few years after which the 
rates are increased. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://www.livemint.com/Industry/h7AzPTJyBGp9rwmAfAfqPN/RBI-announces-norms-for-coorigination-of-priority-sector-lo.html
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Source 
 

 
 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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https://www.thehindu.com/business/sbis-teaser-loan-plan-may-not-find-favour-with-the-rbi/article29452226.ece
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2. Ecology and Environment 
 

1) Consider the following statements regarding Wetlands. 
 1. In India, Wetlands are regulated under the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986.  
 2. Wetlands International is an independent, not-for-profit, global organisation that works to sustain and 
restore wetlands and their resources for people and biodiversity.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Wetlands are regulated under the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017. The 2010 version of 
the Rules provided for a Central Wetland Regulatory Authority; the 2017 Rules replace it with state-level bodies 
and created a National Wetland Committee, which functions in an advisory role. The newer regulations removed 
some items from the definition of “wetlands” including backwaters, lagoon, creeks, and estuaries. 
 
Wetlands International is a global organisation that works to sustain and restore wetlands and their resources for 
people and biodiversity. It is an independent, not-for-profit, global organisation, supported by government and 
NGO membership from around the world. 
 
2) Pakistan and Somalia have recently declared locust emergencies. Locust attack is related to 
 a) New form of Antimicrobial resistance  

b) Intense Tropical Cyclone 
 c) Pest attack  
 d) Terrorist attack 
 

Solution: c)  
 
Pakistan and Somalia have declared locust emergencies. Major locust attacks have been observed in several 
countries in western and southern Asia and in eastern Africa. 
In India, locusts attacks emanating from the desert area in Pakistan have struck parts of Rajasthan and Gujarat, 
causing heavy damage to standing crop. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding ‘State of India’s Birds 2020’ report. 
 1. It is the first comprehensive assessment of range, abundance and conservation status of birds in India, 
that was released during the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS COP13). 
 2. The report is prepared by BirdLife International. 
 3. Much of the data is based on citizen science, that is information provided by birdwatchers through 
various platforms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-the-locust-attack-threatening-crops-in-several-countries-6249076/
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The ‘State of India’s Birds 2020’ report, the first comprehensive assessment of range, abundance and 
conservation status of birds in India, has underlined concerns about some bird species and good news about a 
few others. 
Released during CMS COP13, the international conference held recently in Gandhinagar, the report was prepared 
as a partnership among 10 organisations including the World Wildlife Fund, Wildlife Institute of India and Nature 
Biodiversity Authority-India. Much of its data is based on citizen science — information provided by birdwatchers 
through various platforms. 
 
867: The number of bird species whose status was assessed. This assessment is based on three indices: long-term 
trend in abundance (over 25+ years); current annual trend in abundance (last 5 years); and distribution range size. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Black Carbon. 
 1. Black carbon is a component of fine particulate matter, formed through the incomplete combustion 
of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass. 
 2. Black carbon increases the albedo when deposited on snow and ice. 
 3. In the tropics, black carbon in soils significantly contributes to the soil fertility. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
black carbon (BC) is a component of fine particulate matter. Black carbon consists of pure carbon in several linked 
forms. It is formed through the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass, and is emitted in 
both anthropogenic and naturally occurring soot. Black carbon causes human morbidity and premature mortality. 
 
In climatology, black carbon is a climate forcing agent. Black carbon warms the Earth by absorbing sunlight and 
heating the atmosphere and by reducing albedo when deposited on snow and ice. 
 
Black carbon stays in the atmosphere for only several days to weeks, whereas carbon dioxide (CO 
2) has an atmospheric lifetime of more than 100 years. 
 
The term black carbon is also used in soil sciences and geology. Especially in the tropics, black carbon in soils 
significantly contributes to fertility as it is able to absorb important plant nutrients. 
 
Source  Source 
 
5) The species listed in Appendix I of UN Convention on Migratory Species are 
 1. Great Indian Bustard 
 2. Asian Elephant 
 3. Bengal Florican 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/many-birds-on-decline-in-india-a-few-species-found-thriving-6294654/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/black-carbon-levels-spike-at-himalayan-glaciers/article30974301.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_carbon
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The Great Indian Bustard, Asian Elephant and Bengal Florican have been included in Appendix I of UN 
Convention on Migratory Species. This was done at the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP) to the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) in Gandhinagar (Gujarat). 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Rules. 
 1. In India, the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Rules govern human and industrial activity close to the 
coastline, in order to protect the fragile ecosystems near the sea. 
 2. The regulation zone has been defined as the area up to 500 m from the high-tide line. 
 3. CRZ Rules are made and implemented by the Union environment ministry. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In India, the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Rules govern human and industrial activity close to the coastline, in 
order to protect the fragile ecosystems near the sea. They restrict certain kinds of activities — like large 
constructions, setting up of new industries, storage or disposal of hazardous material, mining, reclamation and 
bunding — within a certain distance from the coastline. 
 
After the passing of the Environment Protection Act in 1986, CRZ Rules were first framed in 1991. After these 
were found to be restrictive, the Centre notified new Rules in 2011, which also included exemptions for the 
construction of the Navi Mumbai airport and for projects of the Department of Atomic Energy. In 2018, fresh 
Rules were issued, which aimed to remove certain restrictions on building, streamlined the clearance process, and 
aimed to encourage tourism in coastal areas. 
 
In all Rules, the regulation zone has been defined as the area up to 500 m from the high-tide line. The restrictions 
depend on criteria such as the population of the area, the ecological sensitivity, the distance from the shore, and 
whether the area had been designated as a natural park or wildlife zone. 
The latest Rules have a no-development zone of 20 m for all islands close to the mainland coast, and for all 
backwater islands in the mainland. 
 
While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, implementation is to be ensured by state 
governments through their Coastal Zone Management Authorities. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Coral bleaching. 
 1. When corals are stressed by changes in temperature, light or nutrients, they expel the algae living in 
their tissue, causing them to turn white. 
 2. Increase in zooplankton levels triggers coral bleaching. 
 3. Cold water temperatures also cause coral bleaching. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What is coral bleaching? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), when corals are stressed by changes 
in conditions such as temperature, light or nutrients, they expel the algae living in their tissue, causing them to 
turn white, hence bleached. 
 
Coral bleaching does not mean the corals are dead, but make them vulnerable, hence increasing their mortality. 
Warm ocean temperatures are one condition that could lead to coral bleaching. For instance, in 2005, the US lost 
half of its coral reefs in the Caribbean in one year due to a massive bleaching event. 
Even so, NOAA says that not all bleaching events are due to warmer temperatures. In January 2010, cold water 
temperatures in the Florida Keys caused a coral bleaching event that resulted in some coral deaths. 
 
List of triggers 

• increased water temperature (marine heatwaves, most commonly due to global warming), or reduced 
water temperatures  

• oxygen starvation caused by an increase in zooplankton levels as a result of overfishing  

• increased solar irradiance (photosynthetically active radiation and ultraviolet light) 

• increased sedimentation (due to silt runoff)  

• bacterial infections 

• changes in salinity 

• herbicides 

• extreme low tide and exposure 

• cyanide fishing 

• elevated sea levels due to global warming (Watson)[  

• mineral dust from African dust storms caused by drought 

• pollutants such as oxybenzone, butylparaben, octyl methoxycinnamate, or enzacamene: four 
common sunscreen ingredients that are nonbiodegradable and can wash off of skin[28][29][30][31] 

• ocean acidification due to elevated levels of CO2 caused by air pollution[32] 

• being exposed to Oil or other chemical spills 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements about Green Climate Fund (GCF). 
 1. It is established within the framework of the Kyoto Protocol. 
 2. It assists developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate change. 
 3. The GCF is based in Incheon, South Korea. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Green Climate Fund (GCF) is a fund established within the framework of the UNFCCC as an operating entity of 
the Financial Mechanism to assist developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate 
change. The GCF is based in Incheon, South Korea. 
 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements about Indian Rhinoceros. 
 1. In India, rhinos are found in Jaldapara National Park and Garumara National Park. 
 2. Only female rhinos have horn. 
 3. The rhino is the second largest land animal after Elephant. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The preferred habitat of an Indian rhinoceros is alluvial flood plains and areas containing tall grasslands along the 
foothills of the Himalayas. Formerly, extensively distributed in the Gangetic plains, today the species is restricted 
to small habitats in Indo-Nepal terai and northern West Bengal and Assam. In India, rhinos are mainly found in 
Kaziranga NP, Pobitara WLS, Orang NP, Manas NP in Assam, Jaldapara NP and Garumara NP in West Bengal and 
Dudhwa TR in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The Indian rhino has a single horn, which is present in both sexes. It is the largest of all the Asian rhinos. 
 
The rhino is the fourth largest land animal. 
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Kallakkadal. 
 1. Kallakkadal are flash-flood events that take place without any noticeable advance change in local winds 
in the coastal environment.  
 2. They occur along the Indian coast, particularly the west coast. 
 3. Tsunami and Kallakkadal are similar types of waves with similar causes or mechanisms.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) launched Swell Surge Forecast System, which will 
provide forewarnings for the coastal population of India's vast shoreline, which experiences a slew of damages 
caused by the swell waves that actually originate from the distant southern Indian Ocean. 
 
Swell Surge Forecast System: Swell surge forecast system is an innovative system designed for the prediction of 
Kallakkadal/Swell Surge that occurs along the Indian coast, particularly the west coast. Kallakadal/Swell surge are 
flash-flood events that take place without any noticeable advance change in local winds or any other apparent 
signature in the coastal environment. Hence the local population remains totally unaware of these flooding 
events until they actually occur. Such events are intermittent throughout the year. Kallakkadal is a colloquial term 
used by Kerala fishermen to refer to the freaky flooding episodes and in 2012 UNESCO formally accepted this 
term for scientific use. During Kallakkadal events, the sea surges into the land and inundates vast areas. These 
events have attracted attention especially after the 2004 Tsunami in the Indian Ocean, since most people mistake 
Kallakkadal to be Tsunamis. Tsunami and Kallakkadal/Swell surge are two different types of waves with entirely 
separate causes or mechanisms. Kallakkadal are caused by meteorological conditions in the Southern Ocean, 
south of 30°S. A study by INCOIS scientists has revealed that specific meteorological conditions in the Southern 
Indian Ocean support the generation of long period swells. These swells once generated, travel northward and 
reach the Indian coasts in 3-5 days time, creating havoc in the coastal areas.  The system will now predict 
Kallakkadal and warnings will be given to concerned authorities at least 2-3 days in advance, which will help the 
local authorities for contingency plans and to reduce damage. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Gangetic river dolphins. 
 1. It is declared as India’s National Aquatic animal. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 2. It is placed under the “endangered” category by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). 
 3. It can only live in freshwater, and catch their prey using ultrasonic sound waves.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Gangetic river dolphins were officially discovered in 1801 and are one of the oldest creatures in the world 
along with some species of turtles, crocodiles and sharks, according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). They once 
lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh, 
but are now mostly extinct from many of its early distribution ranges, as per WWF. 
In 2009, the Gangetic dolphins were declared India’s National Aquatic animal during the first meeting of the 
erstwhile National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) and it is placed under the “endangered” category by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The Gangetic river dolphins can only live in freshwater, are 
blind and catch their prey in a unique manner, using ultrasonic sound waves. These dolphins prefer deep waters 
and, as per WWF, they are distributed across seven states in India: Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 
Their numbers have dwindled in the last few decades mainly because of direct killing, habitat fragmentation by 
dams and barrages and indiscriminate fishing. 
 
In addition to the species being India’s national aquatic animal, the Gangetic dolphin has been notified by the 
Assam government as the state aquatic animal, too.  
 
Some of the efforts made to preserve and increase the numbers of these dolphins include the setting up of the 
Conservation Action Plan for the Gangetic Dolphin (2010-2020), which has identified threats to Gangetic dolphins 
and impact of river traffic, irrigation canals and depletion of prey-base on dolphin populations. 
Additionally, the Gangetic dolphins have been included in Schedule -I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, which 
means they have the highest degree of protection against hunting. They are also one among the 21 species 
identified under the centrally sponsored scheme, “Development of Wildlife Habitat”. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Rare Earth elements. 
 1. Rare Earth elements are not radioactive in nature. 
 2. These elements are used in clean energy, healthcare, environmental mitigation, and national defence. 
 3. China’s Rare Earths deposits account for 80% of identified global reserves. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Rare Earth Elements or Rare Earth Metals are a set of 17 chemical elements in the periodic table — the 15 
lanthanides, plus scandium and yttrium, which tend to occur in the same ore deposits as the lanthanides, and 
have similar chemical properties. 
 
The 17 Rare Earths are cerium (Ce), dysprosium (Dy), erbium (Er), europium (Eu), gadolinium (Gd), holmium (Ho), 
lanthanum (La), lutetium (Lu), neodymium (Nd), praseodymium (Pr), promethium (Pm), samarium (Sm), scandium 
(Sc), terbium (Tb), thulium (Tm), ytterbium (Yb), and yttrium (Y). 
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Despite their classification, most of these elements are not really “rare”. One of the Rare Earths, promethium, is 
radioactive. 
 
These elements are important in technologies of consumer electronics, computers and networks, 
communications, clean energy, advanced transportation, healthcare, environmental mitigation, and national 
defence, among others. 
 
Scandium is used in televisions and fluorescent lamps, and yttrium is used in drugs to treat rheumatoid arthritis 
and cancer. 
 
Rare Earth elements are used in space shuttle components, jet engine turbines, and drones. Cerium, the most 
abundant Rare Earth element, is essential to NASA’s Space Shuttle Programme. 
China’s Rare Earths deposits account for 80% of identified global reserves. 
 
Source 
 
13) In a recent statement the Geographical Survey of India (GSI) provided estimates for the amount of gold that 
can be extracted from a site in Sonbhadra. The site is part of the Mahakoshal region that includes parts of 
 1. Uttar Pradesh 
 2. Madhya Pradesh 
 3. Jharkhand 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In a recent statement, the Geographical Survey of India (GSI) provided estimates for the amount of gold that can 
be extracted from a site in Sonbhadra district of Uttar Pradesh. The site is part of the Mahakoshal region that 
includes parts of UP, Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand.  
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements about Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas. 
 1. It is prepared by United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 
 2. India is among countries whose soil biodiversity faces the highest level of risk. 
 3. Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence of micro-organisms, micro-fauna and macro-fauna. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India’s soil biodiversity is in grave peril, according to the Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas prepared by the World Wide 
Fund for Nature. 
 
The WWF’s ‘risk index’ for the globe — indicating threats from loss of above-ground diversity, pollution and 
nutrient over-loading, over-grazing, intensive agriculture, fire, soil erosion, desertification and climate change — 
shows India among countries whose soil biodiversity faces the highest level of risk. 
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Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence of micro-organisms, micro-fauna (nematodes and tardigrades for 
example), and macro-fauna (ants, termites and earthworms). 
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding National Chambal sanctuary. 
 1. National Chambal Sanctuary is located near the tripoint of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.  
 2. National Chambal sanctuary has been declared as an eco-sensitive zone by the central government.  
 3. Gangetic dolphins, gharial and freshwater turtles are the major species found here. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
National Chambal Sanctuary, also called the National Chambal Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary, is located on 
the Chambal River near the tripoint of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, it was first declared in 
Madhya Pradesh in 1978, and now constitutes a long narrow eco-reserve co-administered by the three states. 
 
National Chambal sanctuary has been declared as an eco-sensitive zone by the central government. The decision 
to declare the area as an eco-sensitive zone will prohibit the construction of hotels or resorts within an area of 
zero to two kilometres from the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary based in the Chambal region is a host of a lot of critically endangered species. Gangetic dolphins, 
gharial and freshwater turtles are among the major species found in the region. More than 75 per cent of the 
critically endangered Gharial population is based in the sanctuary. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR). 
 1. KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the Satpura hills. 
 2. It is located in Chhattisgarh. 
 3. It has been instrumental in rescuing the swamp deer from extinction.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Hard ground swamp deer (Barasingha or Rucervus duvaucelii), the state animal of Madhya Pradesh, is seeing a 
revival in the Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) after having been perilously close to extinction for a 
long time. 
 
KNPTR is on the Maikal range of the Satpura hills, and is spread over an area of 940 square kilometres between 
Mandla and Balaghat districts of Madhya Pradesh. 
The deer was brought back from the verge of extinction with the help of a successful breeding programme and 
conservation practices at the KNPTR. 
 
Swam deer are already extinct in Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is now found only in south- western Nepal and 
central and northeastern India. 
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There are three subspecies of swamp deer found in the Indian Subcontinent. The western swamp deer (Rucervus 
duvaucelii) found in Nepal, southern swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii branderi) found in central and north India 
and eastern swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii ranjitsinhi) found in the Kaziranga and Dudhwa National Parks. 
 
Source 
 
17) ‘United for Biodiversity’ coalition, recently seen in news is the initiative of 
 a) UN Environment 
 b) World Bank 
 c) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)  
 d) European Commission (EC) 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The European Commission (EC) has launched the ‘United for Biodiversity’ coalition. 
It was launched on World Wildlife Day 2020- 3rd March. 
 
What is it? 
The coalition is made up of zoos, aquariums, botanical gardens, national parks, and natural history and science 
museums from around the world. 
The coalition offers the opportunity for all such institutions to “join forces and boost public awareness about the 
nature crisis. 
The coalition adopted a common pledge, citing the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Global Assessment finding that one million species were already at risk of 
extinction, and appeals to visitors to each of their institutions to “raise their voice for nature.” 
 
Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 
 1. Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is an 
independent intergovernmental body established to improve the interface between science and policy on issues 
of biodiversity and ecosystem services. 
 2. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) provides secretariat services to IPBES. 
 3. India is a member to IPBES. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is an independent 
intergovernmental body established by States to strengthen the science-policy interface for biodiversity and 
ecosystem services for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human well-being and 
sustainable development. It was established in Panama City, on 21 April 2012 by 94 Governments.  It is not a 
United Nations body.  However, at the request of the IPBES Plenary and with the authorization of the UNEP 
Governing Council in 2013, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) provides secretariat services to 
IPBES.  
 
IPBES currently has over 134 member States. A large number of NGOs, organizations, conventions and civil society 
groupings also participate in the formal IPBES process as observers, with several thousand individual 
stakeholders, ranging from scientific experts to representatives of academic and research institutions, local 
communities and the private sector, contributing to and benefiting from our work. 
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The work of IPBES can be broadly grouped into four complementary areas: 
- Assessments: On specific themes (e.g. “Pollinators, Pollination and Food Production”); methodological issues 
(e.g. “Scenarios and Modelling); and at both the regional and global levels (e.g. “Global Assessment of Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services”). 
- Policy Support: Identifying policy-relevant tools and methodologies, facilitating their use, and catalyzing their 
further development. 
- Building Capacity & Knowledge: Identifying and meeting the priority capacity, knowledge and data needs of our 
member States, experts and stakeholders. 
- Communications & Outreach: Ensuring the widest reach and impact of our work. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding Invasive alien species (IAS). 
 1. Invasive alien species (IAS) can affect all types of ecosystems.  
 2. For a species to become invasive, it must successfully out-compete native organisms, spread through 
its new environment and increase in population density. 
 3. Ecosystems that have been invaded by alien species always have the natural predators and competitors 
present in its native environment that would normally control their populations.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Invasive alien species (IAS) are species whose introduction and/or spread outside their natural past or present 
distribution threatens biological diversity. 
IAS occur in all taxonomic groups, including animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms, and can affect all types of 
ecosystems. While a small percentage of organisms transported to new environments become invasive, the 
negative impacts can be extensive and over time, these additions become substantial. A species introduction is 
usually vectored by human transportation and trade. If a species’ new habitat is similar enough to its native 
range, it may survive and reproduce. However, it must first subsist at low densities, when it may be difficult to 
find mates to reproduce. For a species to become invasive, it must successfully out-compete native organisms, 
spread through its new environment, increase in population density and harm ecosystems in its introduced range. 
To summarize, for an alien species to become invasive, it must arrive, survive and thrive. 
 
Ecosystems that have been invaded by alien species may not have the natural predators and competitors present 
in its native environment that would normally control their populations. Native ecosystems that have undergone 
human-induced disturbance are often more prone to alien invasions because there is less competition from 
native species. For example, imported red fire ants (Solenopsis invicta Buren) are more successful in establishing 
themselves in disturbed areas such as roadsides and agricultural fields and rarely colonize intact closed forests. 
 
Islands are especially vulnerable to IAS because they are naturally isolated from strong competitors and 
predators. Islands often have ecological niches that have not been filled because of the distance from colonizing 
populations, increasing the probability of successful invasions.  
 
Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

1. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is the world’s most comprehensive inventory of the global 
conservation status of plant and animal species. 

2. The rate of population decline and geographic range are considered to assess the extinction risk of a 
given species.  
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 3. The latest update to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species shows that more and more species 
assessed are being threatened with extinction. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is the world’s most comprehensive inventory of the global conservation 
status of plant and animal species. 
It uses a set of quantitative criteria to evaluate the extinction risk of thousands of species. These criteria are 
relevant to most species and all regions of the world. With its strong scientific base, The IUCN Red List is 
recognized as the most authoritative guide to the status of biological diversity. 
 
The latest update to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species 
shows that more and more species assessed are being threatened with extinction. 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Coal and Coalbed methane (CBM). 
 1. India has the second largest coal reserves in the world. 
 2. Gondwana sediments of eastern India holds the bulk of country’s coal and CBM reserves. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India has the fifth-largest coal reserves in the world, and CBM has been looked at as a clean alternative fuel with 
significant prospects. 
 
The country’s coal and CBM reserves are found in 12 states of India, with the Gondwana sediments of eastern 
India holding the bulk. 
The Damodar Koel valley and Son valley are prospective areas for CBM development, with CBM projects existing 
in Raniganj South, Raniganj East and Raniganj North areas in the Raniganj coalfield, the Parbatpur block in Jharia 
coalfield and the East and West Bokaro coalfields. 
The Son valley includes the Sonhat North and Sohagpur East and West blocks. 
 
Source 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding 2018 Tiger census. 
 1. Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Uttarakhand houses more than 50 percent of the tiger 
population in the country. 
 2. The highest increase is seen in the Western Ghats Landscape. 
 3. Tiger population in India has more than doubled compared to 2006 census. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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The Tiger Estimation Report 2018’ Key findings: 
 
2967 tigers are present in India. 
Highest number of tigers have found in Madhya Pradesh (526), after that Karnataka has 524 and 
Uttarakhand is accommodating 442 tigers.  
 
While the 2014 census pegged the total number of striped big cats in the country at 2,226, the 2010 
census put the figure at 1,706 and the 2006 version at 1,411, indicating that t iger numbers have been on 
the up. 
 
While Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh recorded the highest number of tigers , Sathyamangalam 
Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu registered the “maximum improvement” since 2014.  
Chhattisgarh and Mizoram saw a decline in their tiger numbers while tiger numbers in Odisha remained 
constant. All other states witnessed a positive trend.  
 
The highest increase is seen in the Central Indian Landscape and Eastern Ghats. 
 
Source 
 
23) Which of the following states in North-East India have Tiger Reserves. 
 1. Assam 
 2. Nagaland 
 3. Arunachal Pradesh 
 4. Mizoram 
 5. Manipur 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Only 3 states in North-East India have Tiger Reserves. They are in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram. 
 
Source 
 
24) Consider the following statements regarding Coalbed methane (CBM). 
 1. Coalbed methane like Shale gas is extracted directly from the rock that is the source of the gas. 
 2. CBM can be used for power generation, as compressed natural gas (CNG) auto fuel and as feedstock for 
fertilisers. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
coalbed methane (CBM): 
CBM, like shale gas, is extracted from what are known as unconventional gas reservoirs — where gas is extracted 
directly from the rock that is the source of the gas (shale in case of shale gas and coal in case of CBM). 
 
The methane is held underground within the coal and is extracted by drilling into the coal seam and removing the 
groundwater. The resulting drop in pressure causes the methane to be released from the coal. 
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According to the Central Mine Planning and Design Institute (CMPDI), CBM can be used for power generation, as 
compressed natural gas (CNG) auto fuel, as feedstock for fertilisers, industrial uses such as in cement production, 
rolling mills, steel plants, and for methanol production. 
 
Source 
 
25) ‘Momentum for Change’ is an initiative of 
 a) UN Climate Change secretariat 
 b) UNEP 
 c) World Bank 
 d) UNICEF 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Momentum for Change is an initiative spearheaded by the UN Climate Change secretariat to shine a light on the 
enormous groundswell of activities underway across the globe that are moving the world toward a highly 
resilient, low-carbon future. Momentum for Change recognizes innovative and transformative solutions that 
address both climate change and wider economic, social and environmental challenges. 
 
Source 
 
26) Consider the following statements regarding Marine heatwaves. 
 1. Marine heat waves occur only during summer and not during winter. 
 2. They can occur in both Equatorial regions and higher latitudes. 
 3. El Nino can also lead to marine heatwaves. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Heatwaves can also occur in the ocean and these are known as marine heatwaves, or MHWs. These marine 
heatwaves, when ocean temperatures are extremely warm for an extended period of time can have significant 
impacts on marine ecosystems and industries. Marine heatwaves can occur in summer or winter - they are 
defined based on differences with expected temperatures for the location and time of year. 
 
The most common drivers of marine heatwaves include ocean currents which can build up areas of warm water 
and air-sea heat flux, or warming through the ocean surface from the atmosphere. 
 
El Nino can also lead to marine heatwaves. 
 
Source Source 
 
27) Which of the following pairs regarding the Tiger Reserves and its location are correctly matched? 
 1. Pakke Tiger Reserve: Arunachal Pradesh 
 2. Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve: Uttarakhand 
 3. Sariska Tiger Reserve: Rajasthan 
 4. Valmiki Tiger Reserve: Bihar 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
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 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
28) Consider the following statements. 
 1. When the soil becomes dry, the capability of the plants to act as carbon sink reduces. 
 2. With increase in soil temperature, the microorganisms in dry soil become more productive. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
When the soil is dry, plants become stressed and cannot absorb as much carbon dioxide as in the normal 
conditions. The capability of plants to act as carbon sink reduces.  
 
Micro organisms in the dry soil becomes more productive, when the climate is hot and release more carbon 
dioxide. 
 
29) Which of the following tiger reserves and its location, recently in news are correctly matched. 
 1. Bor Tiger Reserve: Maharashtra 
 2. Bandipur Tiger Reserve: Karnataka 
 3. Satkosia Tiger Reserve: Odisha 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Bor Tiger Reserve (BTR) is the country’s smallest tiger reserve, and now faces a serious threat from road 
upgradation. 
 
T-1 tiger (Mahavir) and T-2 tigress (Sundri) were translocated from Madhya Pradesh to Satkosia Tiger Reserve 
(STR), Odisha under the project- Augmentation and Recovery of Tiger Population in STR.  
 
30) Arrange in the descending order, the human sources of Methane. 
 1. Fossil Fuel production, distribution and use 
 2. Livestock farming 
 3. Landfills and waste 
 4. Biomass burning 
 5. Rice agriculture 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2-1-4-3-5 
 b) 1-2-4-3-5 
 c) 2-1-3-4-5 
 d) 1-2-3-4-5 
 
 Solution: d) 
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31) Consider the following statements regarding Black carbon (BC). 
 1. Black carbon is formed through the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass. 
 2. It increases the albedo when deposited on snow and ice. 
 3. Black carbon has a warming impact on climate 460-1,500 times stronger than CO2 per unit of mass. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Black carbon consists of pure carbon in several linked forms. It is formed through the incomplete combustion 
of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass, and is emitted in both anthropogenic and naturally occurring soot. Black 
carbon causes human morbidity and premature mortality. 
 
Black carbon warms the Earth by absorbing sunlight and heating the atmosphere and by reducing albedo when 
deposited on snow and ice. 
 
Black carbon stays in the atmosphere for only several days to weeks, whereas carbon dioxide (CO 
2) has an atmospheric lifetime of more than 100 years.  
 
Black carbon has a warming impact on climate 460-1,500 times stronger than CO2 per unit of mass. 
 
Source 
 
32) Consider the following statements regarding transgenic crop. 

1. In India, Bt cotton was the first transgenic crop used for commercial cultivation. 
2. Transgenic crops are more toxic and always proliferate in the environment. 
3. In India, transgenic crops are regulated under Environment Protection Act, 1986 and Seed Policy, 2002. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Plant genetic engineering methods were developed over 30 years ago, and since then, genetically modified (GM) 
crops or transgenic crops have become commercially available and widely adopted in many countries.  
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In India, Bt cotton was approved by Government of India in March 2002 as the first transgenic crop for 
commercial cultivation.  
Though, it is widely claimed that transgenic crops offers dramatic promise for meeting some of greatest 
challenges but like all new technologies, it also poses certain risks, because of the fact that transgenic crops can 
bring together new gene combinations which are not found in nature having possible harmful effects on health, 
environmental and non-target species. 
 
Transgenic crops are not toxic nor are likely to proliferate in the environment. However, specific crops may be 
harmful by virtue of novel combinations of traits they possess. 
 
The regulatory framework for transgenic crops in India consists of the following rules and guidelines. 
a) Rules and policies 

Rules, 1989 under Environment Protection Act (1986) 
Seed Policy, 2002 

b) Guidelines 
Recombinant DNA guidelines, 1990 
Guidelines for research in transgenic crops, 1998 

 
Source 
 
33) Consider the following statements regarding Distribution and global adoption of Biotech Crops.. 
 1. In 2018, USA remained as top producer of biotech crops globally, followed by China. 
 2. The most planted biotech crop in 2018 was soybean. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Of the 26 countries that planted biotech crops in 2018, 18 countries were considered as biotech mega-countries, 
which grew at least 50,000 hectares. USA remained as top producer of biotech crops globally, which planted 75 
million hectares in 2018, covering 39% of the global biotech crop plantings. Brazil landed on the second spot, with 
51.3 million hectares or 27% of the global output. 
 
The most planted biotech crops in 2018 were soybean, maize, cotton, and canola. Although there was only 2% 
increase in the planting of biotech soybean, it maintained its high adoption rate of 50% of the global biotech 
crops or 95.9 million hectares. This area is 78% of the total soybean production worldwide 
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Source 
 
34) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Flue-gas desulfurization technology is used to reduce air pollution from coal power plants. 
 2. The largest source of SO2 in the atmosphere is through vehicular pollution. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
According to an analysis of a National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) data released by 
environmental NGO Greenpeace, India has more than 15% of all anthropogenic sulphur dioxide (SO2) hotspots in 
the world detected by the OMI (Ozone Monitoring Instrument) satellite. 
 
The major SO2 emission hotspots in India are Singrauli in Madhya Pradesh, Neyveli and Chennai in Tamil Nadu, 
Talcher and Jharsuguda in Odisha, Korba in Chhattisgarh, Kutch in Gujarat, Ramagundam in Telangana and 
Chandrapur and Koradi in Maharashtra. 
 
The vast majority of plants in India lack flue-gas desulfurization technology to reduce their air pollution, according 
to the analysis. 
 
As per country-wise world rankings, India was found at the top position in emitting SO2 as it has the maximum 
hotspots. 
 
The report said SO2 emissions are a significant contributor to air pollution. The largest source of SO2 in the 
atmosphere is the burning of fossil fuels in power plants and other industrial facilities. 
 
Source  
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3. Government Schemes and Programmes 
 

1) Consider the following statements regarding Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources scheme. 
 1. Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources scheme aims to ensure speedy development of infrastructure in 
the Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts. 
 2. Both physical and social infrastructure sectors are considered for providing support under the Central 
Pool. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The broad objective of the Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources scheme is to ensure speedy development of 
infrastructure in the North Eastern Region by increasing the flow of budgetary financing for new infrastructure 
projects/schemes in the Region. 
Both physical and social infrastructure sectors such as Irrigation and Flood Control, Power, Roads and Bridges, 
Education, Health, Water Supply and Sanitation – are considered for providing support under the Central Pool, 
with projects in physical infrastructure sector receiving priority. 
The Ministry for Development of North-eastern Region (DoNER) allocates funds from NLCPR to various Northeast 
states for infrastructure projects. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram. 
 1. Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram is an initiative targeting livelihood generation for tribal population by 
harnessing the wealth of forest. 
 2. The programme aims to tap into the traditional knowledge and skill sets of tribal people by adding 
technology and Information Technology. 
 3. Implementation of Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram is through Van Dhan Kendras. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram is an initiative targeting livelihood generation for tribal population by harnessing the 
wealth of forest i.e. Van Dhan. The programme aims to tap into the traditional knowledge and skill sets of tribal 
people by adding technology and Information Technology for upgradation of output at each stage and to convert 
the tribal wisdom into a remunerative economic activity. Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram seeks to promote and 
leverage the collective strength of tribal people to achieve a viable scale. 
 
Implementation of Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram is through Van Dhan Kendras. Selection of a place for setting up of 
a Van Dhan Kendra is dependent upon the area’s potential and availability of land to be provided by the State 
Government. The number of Van Dhan Kendras developed depends on the above factors.  
 
Source 
 
3) Tilhan Mission, recently in news is related to 
 a) Make India net exporter of Pulses 
 b) Reducing import dependency of crude petroleum 
 c) Make India self-reliant in oilseed production 
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 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Government of India is to launch “TILHAN MISSION” to boost the oil seed production. The announcement was 
made at an occasion of Soil Health Card Day. 
 
Source 
 
4) Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) programme is  
 a) Sub component under FAME-2 Scheme 
 b) Compressed Bio-Gas production from agricultural residue, municipal solid waste and cattle dung  
 c) Providing better connectivity in the North-Eastern States 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The initiative is aimed at providing a Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) as a 
developmental effort that would benefit both vehicle-users as well as farmers and entrepreneurs. 
Compressed Bio-Gas plants are proposed to be set up mainly through independent entrepreneurs. 
CBG produced at these plants will be transported through cascades of cylinders to the fuel station networks of 
OMCs for marketing as a green transport fuel alternative. 
The entrepreneurs would be able to separately market the other by-products from these plants, including bio-
manure, carbon-dioxide, etc., to enhance returns on investment. 
 
5) Which of the following are the major activities of Central Ground Water Board (CGWB). 
 1. Periodic assessment of the country's ground water resources 

2. Monitoring of Ground water levels and quality through ground Water observation wells. 
 3. Operationalization of new technologies/ techniques for ground water investigation, development and 
management. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), is a multi-disciplinary scientific organization   of the Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India. Central Ground Water Board is the 
National Apex Agency entrusted with the responsibilities of providing scientific inputs for management, 
exploration, monitoring, assessment, augmentation and regulation of ground water resources of the country. 
Central Ground Water Board was established in 1970 by renaming the Exploratory Tube wells Organization under 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. It was merged with the Ground Water Wing of the Geological 
Survey of India during 1972. 
 
Activities:  CGWB being the national apex organization is vested with the responsibilities to carry out scientific 
studies , exploration aided by drilling , monitoring of ground water regime, assessment, augmentation, 
management and regulation of country’s ground water resources. The major activities of the Board are:-  

• National Aquifer mapping and Management ( NAQUIM) involving Preparation of Aquifer Maps and 
Management Plans. 

• Ground water explorations to delineate ground water worthy areas and potential aquifers. 

• Geophysical surveys to delineate ground water bearing zones etc. 

• Periodic assessment of the country's ground water resources 

• Monitoring of Ground water levels and quality through ground Water observation wells. 
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• Dissemination of Ground Water Data and knowledge. 

• Ground water modeling 

• GIS and Remote sensing 

• Regulation and control of ground water development and management by CGWA in coordination with 
State Government Organizations. 

• Coordination with State Government with a view to establish benchmark methodologies for ground water 
studies. 

• R & D studies in ground water sector and application and operationalization of new technologies/ 
techniques for ground water investigation, development and management. 

• Water conservation and Artificial recharge to ground water 

• Capacity building and knowledge transfer. 
 
Source  Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Maternity Benefit Act, 2017. 
 1. Maternity benefit in India applies to all shops and establishments with 10 or more employees. 

2. It extended the period of maternity benefit from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for commissioning mothers. 
 3. It is mandatory for employers to educate women about the maternity benefits available to them at the 
time of their appointment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
 
The act is applicable to all establishments employing 10 or more employees. 
 
The Maternity Benefit Act originally provided maternity benefit of 12 weeks. In 2017, the law was amended to 
extend the period to 26 weeks. 
 
The Act is applicable to all establishments which are factories, mines, plantations, Government establishments, 
shops and establishments under the relevant applicable legislations, or any other establishment as may be 
notified by the Central Government. 
 
As per the Act, to be eligible for maternity benefit, a woman must have been working as an employee in an 
establishment for a period of at least 80 days in the past 12 months. 
 
Women who legally adopt a child below the age of three months or a “commissioning mother” will be entitled 
to maternity benefit for 12 weeks from the date on which the child is handed over to her. A commissioning 
mother is defined as a biological mother who uses her egg to create an embryo implanted in another woman. 
 
he Maternity Benefit Amendment Act makes crèche facility mandatory for every establishment employing 50 or 
more employees. Women employees would be permitted to visit the crèche 4 times during the day (including rest 
intervals) 
 
It introduces a provision which requires every establishment to intimate a woman at the time of her appointment 
of the maternity benefits available to her. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. Programme for Capacity Building of Scheduled Tribe Representatives in Local Self Governments 
focusses on constitutional and legal provisions that protect and promote the rights and welfare of the tribal 
population. 
 2. 1000 Springs Initiative aims at improving access to safe and adequate water for the tribal communities 
living in difficult and inaccessible part of rural areas in the country. 
 3. 1000 Springs Initiative includes community-led total sanitation initiatives and provision for water for 
backyard nutrition gardens. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Programme for Capacity Building of Scheduled Tribe Representatives in Local Self Governments is aimed at 
empowering tribal PRI representatives by enhancing their decision making capabilities at local government level. 
Among other issues concerning tribal development, it also focusses on constitutional and legal provisions that 
protect and promote the rights and welfare of the tribal population. The programme will ensure greater 
participation of ST PRIs representatives in planning, execution and monitoring of government policies and 
programmes. Their better participation in the development process would ensure better prioritization of the 
tribal development agenda. This initiative is aimed at empowering tribal PRI representatives by enhancing their 
decision making capabilities at local government level. The capacity building programme, among other issues 
concerning tribal development, will also focus on constitutional and legal provisions that protect and promote the 
rights and welfare of the tribal population. The programme will ensure greater participation of ST PRIs 
representatives in planning, execution and monitoring of government policies and programmes.  
 
'1000 Springs Initiative’ aims at improving access to safe and adequate water for the tribal communities living in 
difficult and inaccessible part of rural areas in the country. It is an integrated solution around natural springs. It 
includes provision of infrastructure for piped water supply for drinking; provision of water for irrigation; 
community-led total sanitation initiatives; and provision for water for backyard nutrition gardens, generating 
sustainable livelihood opportunities for the tribal people. He hoped that the learning and suggestions coming out 
of the consultation will be used for further expansion of the project. 
 
Springs are natural sources of groundwater discharge and have been used extensively in the mountainous regions 
across the world, including India. However, in the central and eastern Indian belt with more than 75% tribal 
population, it remains largely unrecognized and under-utilized. The initiative will help in harnessing the potential 
of perennial springs’ water to address natural scarcity of water in tribal areas. 
 
Online portal on GIS-based Spring Atlas has been developed to make these data easily accessible from an online 
platform. Presently, data of more than 170 springs have been uploaded on the Spring Atlas. 
 
Source 
 
8) The government had launched National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS). 
CPS and its associated technologies include: 
 1. Artificial Intelligence (Al) 
 2. Big Data Analytics 
 3. Quantum Computing 
 4. Cyber Security for physical infrastructure 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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 Solution: d) 
 
The NM-ICPS is a comprehensive Mission which would address technology development, application 
development, human resource development & skill enhancement, entrepreneurship and start-up development in 
CPS and associated technologies.  
CPS and its associated technologies, like Artificial Intelligence (Al), Internet of Things (loT), Machine Learning 
(ML), Deep Learning (DP), Big Data Analytics, Robotics, Quantum Computing, Quantum Communication, Quantum 
encryption (Quantum Key Distribution), Data Science & Predictive analytics, Cyber Security for physical 
infrastructure and other infrastructure, have pervaded and is playing a transformative role in almost every field of 
human endeavour all most in all sectors. 
 
Source 
 
9) Project Sashakt, sometimes in news is aimed to 
 a) Dispute Resolution in solar and wind energy projects. 
 b) Enhancing capacity on forest landscape restoration 
 c) Ocean Cleanup Project 

d) Resolve the problem of stressed assets with public-sector banks 
 

Solution: d) 
 
With an aim to resolve the problem of stressed assets with public-sector banks, the government has come out 
with a new plan - Sashakt - that includes the creation of one or more widely held asset management companies 
for loans above Rs 500 crore. 
 
Source 
 
10) NIRVIK Scheme, recently in news is related to 
 a) Pension scheme for retail traders and self-employed persons 
 b) Provide enhanced insurance cover and reduce premium for exporters. 
 c) National public procurement programme 
 d) Assistance to States for creating Infrastructure for the Development and growth of Exports 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Finance Minister announced the NIRVIK scheme in the Union Budget 2020-21. 
 
It will provide high insurance cover for exporters and reduce premium for small exporters. To achieve higher 
export credit disbursement, a new scheme NIRVIK is being launched which provides for high insurance cover, 
reduction in premium for small exporters and simplified procedures for claim, settlement. 
 
Under the Scheme, also called the Export Credit Insurance Scheme (ECIS), the insurance guarantee could cover up 
to 90% of the principal and interest. 
 
The Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) cover will also provide additional comfort to banks as the credit 
rating of the borrower is enhanced to AA rated account. Enhanced cover will ensure that Foreign and Rupee 
export credit interest rates will be below 4%and 8% respectively for exporters. Under ECIS, insurance cover 
percentage has also been enhanced to 90% from the present average of 60% for the both principal and interest. 
The Export Credit Corporation currently provides credit guarantee of up to 60 percent loss.   
The development assumes significance as exporters have raised concerns over availability of credit. 
 
Source 
 
11) Recently the Government launched Mission Purvodaya. It is related to 
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 a) Development of tourism in Eastern India. 
 b) Turtle conservation on India’s eastern coast.  
 c) Develop Eastern India as an integrated steel hub. 
 d) Petroleum and Natural gas production in Eastern India. 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel launched PURVODAYA: Accelerated development of eastern India 
through integrated steel hub. 
 
Purvodaya in steel sector is aimed at driving accelerated development of Eastern India through establishment of 
integrated steel hub. Eastern states of India (Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal) and Northern part of 
Andhra Pradesh collectively hold ~80% of the country’s iron ore, ~100% of coking coal and significant portion of 
chromite, bauxite and dolomite reserves. There is presence of major ports such as Paradip, Haldia, Vizag, Kolkata 
etc., with >30% of India’s major port capacity. In India’s march towards a $5 trillion economy, the 5 Eastern states 
can play a major role where steel sector can become the catalyst. This Eastern belt has the potential to add more 
than 75% of the country’s incremental steel capacity envisioned by the National Steel Policy. It is expected that 
out of the 300 MT capacity by 2030-31, over 200 MT can come from this region alone, driven by Industry 4.0. 
 
The proposed Integrated Steel Hub, encompassing Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Northern 
Andhra Pradesh, would serve as a torchbearer for socio-economic growth of Eastern India. The objective of this 
hub would be to enable swift capacity addition and improve overall competitiveness of steel producers both in 
terms of cost and quality. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding National Ganga Council (NGC). 
 1. National Ganga Council (NGC) is currently headed by the Minister of Jal Shakti. 
 2. It was created under the River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order, 
2016 
 3. The council works towards rejuvenation of River Ganga to its natural and pristine condition and to 
ensure continuous adequate flow of water. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
National Ganga Council (NGC): Created in October 2016 under the River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and 
Management) Authorities Order, 2016, dissolving the National Ganga River Basin Authority. 
The council consists of chief ministers from five states along the Ganga — Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Uttarakhand, Bihar and Jharkhand along with nine Union ministers and NITI Aayog vice-chairman. The central 
objective of the council is to work on the “protection, prevention, control and abatement of environmental 
pollution in River Ganga and its rejuvenation to its natural and pristine condition and to ensure continuous 
adequate flow of water”. The council is supposed to meet every year. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding National Agriculture Market (eNAM). 
 1. National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal which networks the existing 
APMC mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 
 2. NABARD is the lead agency for implementing eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare. 
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 3. All states and APMCs except Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh have integrated on eNAM. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
  a) 3 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal which networks the existing APMC 
mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 
It was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. The electronic market pilot across India was 
launched on 14 April 2016 by Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi. 
Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency for implementing eNAM under the aegis of 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Government of India. 
 
VISION 
To promote uniformity in agriculture marketing by streamlining of procedures across the integrated markets, 
removing information asymmetry between buyers and sellers and promoting real time price discovery based on 
actual demand and supply. 
 
MISSION 
Integration of APMCs across the country through a common online market platform to facilitate pan-India trade 
in agriculture commodities, providing better price discovery through transparent auction process based on quality 
of produce along with timely online payment. 

 
 
Source 
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14) Revised Kisan Credit Card Scheme provides adequate and timely credit to the farmer for which of the 
following needs 
 1. Post-harvest expenses 
 2. Consumption requirements of farmer household 
 3. Investment credit requirement for agriculture and allied activities 
 4. Produce Marketing loan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The scheme aims at providing adequate and timely cred it for the comprehensive credit requirements of farmers 
under single window for their cultivation and other needs as indicated below: 

• To meet the short term credit requirements for cultivation of crops 

• Post harvest expenses 

• Produce Marketing loan 

• Consumption requirements of farmer household 

• Working capital for maintenance of farm assets, activities allied to agriculture, like dairy animals, inland 
fishery and also working capital required for floriculture, horticulture etc. 

• Investment credit requirement for agriculture and allied activities like pump sets, sprayers, dairy animals, 
floriculture, horticulture etc 

• Short term credit requirements of rearing of animals, birds, fish, shrimp, other aquatic organisms, capture 
of fish. 

 
Source  
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). 
 1. Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is a statutory body whose primary objective is of reducing energy 
intensity of the Indian economy.  
 2. BEE give financial assistance to institutions for promoting efficient use of energy and its conservation. 
 3. The items covered under the Star Labeling Programme includes Deep Freezers, Light Commercial Air 
Conditioners, Domestic Gas Stove, Ballast and Microwave Oven. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Government of India set up Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). on 1st March 2002 under the provisions of the 
Energy Conservation Act, 2001. The mission of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency is to assist in developing policies 
and strategies with a thrust on self-regulation and market principles, within the overall framework of the Energy 
Conservation Act, 2001 with the primary objective of reducing energy intensity of the Indian economy.  
 
The Major Promotional Functions of BEE include: 

Create awareness and disseminate information on energy efficiency and conservation  

Arrange and organize training of personnel and specialists in the techniques for efficient use of 
energy and its conservation 
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Strengthen consultancy services in the field of energy conservation  

Promote research and development  

Develop testing and certification procedures and promote testing facilities 

Formulate and facilitate implementation of pilot projects and demonstration projects 

Promote use of energy efficient processes, equipment, devices and systems 

Take steps to encourage preferential treatment for use of energy efficient equipment or 
appliances  

Promote innovative financing of energy efficiency projects 

Give financial assistance to institutions for promoting efficient use of energy and its conservation  

Prepare educational curriculum on efficient use of energy and its conservation  

Implement international co-operation programmes relating to efficient use of energy and its 
conservation 

 
In a step further towards its vision of building an energy efficient India, the government-backed Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (BEE) has extended its list of items covered under the ‘Star Labeling Programme’ by adding Deep 
Freezers and Light Commercial Air Conditioners (LCAC). 
 
Standards & Labeling Program: The scheme was launched by the Hon'ble Minister of Power in May,2006 and is 
currently invoked for equipments/appliances Room Air Conditioner (Fixed Speed), Ceiling Fan, Colour Television, 
Computer, Direct Cool Refrigerator, Distribution Transformer, Domestic Gas Stove, Frost Free Refrigerator, 
General Purpose Industrial Motor, Monoset Pump, Openwell Submersible Pump Set, Stationary Type Water 
Heater, Submersible Pump Set, Tfl, Washing Machine (Semi/Top Load/Front Load), Ballast, Solid State Inverter, 
Office Automation Products, Diesel Engine Driven Monosetpumps For Agricultural Purposes, Diesel Generator Set, 
Led Lamps, Room Air Conditioner (Variable Speed), Chillers, Agricultural Pumpset, Microwave Oven, Deep 
Freezers, Light Commercial Ac Fixed Speed, Light Commercial Ac Variable Speed. 
 
Source  Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). 
 1. The State Disaster Response Fund is constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and is the 
primary fund available with state governments for responses to notified disasters. 
 2. For SDRF, the Centre releases funds as per the recommendation of the Finance Commission. 
 3. The disasters covered under the SDRF include cyclones, droughts, tsunamis, hailstorms, landslides, 
avalanches and pest attacks. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs decided to treat COVID-19 as a notified disaster for the purpose of providing 
assistance under the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). 
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The SDRF is constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and is the primary fund available with state 
governments for responses to notified disasters. The Central government contributes 75 per cent towards the 
SDRF allocation for general category states and UTs, and over 90 per cent for special category states/UTs. For 
SDRF, the Centre releases funds in two equal installments as per the recommendation of the Finance Commission. 
On the other hand, the National Disaster Response Fund, which is also constituted under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 supplements the SDRF of a state, in case of a disaster of severe nature, provided 
adequate funds are not available in the SDRF. 
 
The disasters covered under the SDRF include cyclones, droughts, tsunamis, hailstorms, landslides, avalanches 
and pest attacks among others. 
 
According to the Disaster Management Act, a disaster is defined as the following, “a catastrophe, mishap, 
calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising from natural or man made causes, or by accident or negligence 
which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, property, or damage 
to, or degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of 
the community of the affected area”. 
 
Source 
 
17) Recently the government declared hand sanitisers and masks as essential commodities. What does the 
government’s declaration mean? 
 1. It is essentially to protect consumers from unreasonable and exploitative increases in prices of 
commodities in times of shortage. 
 2. It means the government considers hand sanitisers and masks to be essential, in the fight against 
COVID-19. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Following reports of shortage and irrational pricing of hand sanitisers and masks, the central government on 
March 13 declared these items “essential commodities” until the end of June. 
 
But does the designation also mean that masks and hand sanitisers are ‘essential’ to combat the novel 
coronavirus? 
No. It is important to note that the designation of masks and hand sanitisers as “essential commodities” does not 
mean that the government considers them to be ‘essential’, in the literal sense, in the fight against COVID-19. 
 
Source 
 
18) 6x6x6 strategy, sometimes in news is related to 
 a) HIV Mukt Bharat 
 b) Improving vaccination coverage in India 
 c) Treating non-communicable diseases 
 d) Anemia Mukt Bharat 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Government of India has launched the Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy under the Prime Minister’s 
Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan and the targets has been set to reduce 
anaemia by 3% per year. 
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The 6x6x6 strategy under AMB implies six age groups, six interventions and six institutional mechanisms. The 
strategy focuses on ensuring supply chain, demand generation and strong monitoring using for addressing 
anemia, both due to nutritional and non-nutritional causes. 
  
The six population groups under AMB strategy are: 

• Children (6-59 months) 

• Children (5-9 years) 

• Adolescents girls and boys (10-19 years) 

• Pregnant women 

• Lactating women 

• Women of Reproductive Age (WRA) group (15-49 years) 
  
The six interventions are: 

• Prophylactic Iron and Folic Acid Supplementation 

• Deworming 

• Intensified year-round Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) Campaign and delayed cord clamping 

• Testing of anaemia using digital methods and point of care treatment, 

• Mandatory provision of Iron and Folic Acid fortified foods in Government funded health programmes 

• Addressing non-nutritional causes of anaemia in endemic pockets with special focus on malaria, 
hemoglobinopathies and fluorosis and the six institutional mechanisms. 

  
The six institutional mechanisms are: 

• Inter-ministerial coordination 

• National AnemiaMukt Bharat Unit 

• National Centre of Excellence and Advanced research on Anemia Control 

• Convergence with other ministries 

• Strengthening supply chain and logistics 

• AnemiaMukt Bharat Dashboard and Digital Portal- one-stop shop for Anemia. 
  
This comprehensive strategy is expected to yield positive results in Anemia control. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding Government Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) model. 
 1. The GOCO model was one of the recommendations of the Shekatkar committee to enhance 
combat capability and re-balancing defence expenditure.”  
 2. Under the model, the private companies make full investments on land, machinery and other 
support systems. 
 3. The missions are set by government and the private sectors are given full independence in 
implementing the missions using their best practices.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Army has initiated the process of identifying potential industry partners to implement  the 
Government Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) model for its base workshops and ordnance depots 
intended to improve operational efficiency.  
 
Background: 
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The GOCO model was one of the recommendations of the Lt. Gen. DB Shekatkar (Retd.) committee to 
“enhance combat capability and re-balancing defence expenditure.” 
 
How it works? 
The assets owned by government will be operated by the private industries.  
Under the model, the private companies need not make investments on land, machinery and other 
support systems. 
The missions are set by government and the private sectors are given full independence in implementing 
the missions using their best practices. 
 
Significance of the model: 
The main advantage of the model is that the targets are achieved in lesser time frame. Also, it will boost 
competitiveness among the private entities paving way to newer technologies.  
 
Source 
 
20) Arrange in the decreasing order the Installed grid interactive renewable power capacity in India. 
 1. Solar Power 
 2. Biomass Power 
 3. Wind Power 
 4. Small Hydro Power 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 3-1-4-2 
 b) 3-1-2-4 
 c) 4-2-1-3 
 d) 1-3-2-4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India is one of the countries with the largest production of energy from renewable sources. As of 2019, 35% of 
India's installed electricity generation capacity is from renewable sources, generating 17% of total electricity in 
the country. 
 

 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015. 
 1. The Act defines a child as someone who is under age 18.  
 2. The Act makes it mandatory for all children in the age group 16-18 to be tried as adults. 
 3. To streamline adoption procedures for orphan, abandoned and surrendered children, the existing 
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is given the status of a statutory body. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 was amended in 2015 with a provision allowing for Children in Conflict with Law 
(CCL) to be tried as adults under certain circumstances. 
The Act defines a child as someone who is under age 18. For a CCL, age on the date of the offence is the basis for 
determining whether he or she was a child or an adult. 
The amended Act distinguishes children in the age group 16-18 as a category which can be tried as adults if they 
are alleged to have committed a heinous offence — one that attracts a minimum punishment of seven years. The 
Act does not, however, make it mandatory for all children in this age group to be tried as adults. 
 
To streamline adoption procedures for orphan, abandoned and surrendered children, the existing Central 
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is given the status of a statutory body to enable it to perform its function 
more effectively.   
 
Source 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding District Mineral Foundation (DMF). 
 1. District Mineral Foundation (DMF) is a trust set up as a non-profit body, in those districts affected by 
the mining works, to work for the interest and benefit of persons and areas affected by mining related 
operations. 
 2. Its manner of operation comes under the jurisdiction of Central Government. 
 3. Government of India launched Pradhan Mantri Khanij Khsetra Kalyana Yojna (PMKKKY) which will be 
implemented under DMF. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
District Mineral Foundation (DMF) is a trust set up as a non-profit body, in those districts affected by the mining 
works, to work for the interest and benefit of persons and areas affected by mining related operations. It is 
funded through the contributions from miners. 
Its manner of operation comes under the jurisdiction of the relevant State Government. 
Setting up of District Mineral Foundations (DMFs) in all districts in the country affected by mining related 
operations was mandated through the Mines and Minerals (Development & Regulation) Amendment Act, 
(MMDRA) 2015. 
 
GoI launched Pradhan Mantri Khanij Khsetra Kalyana Yojna (PMKKKY) which will be implemented under DMF. At 
least 60% of PMKKKY funds will be utilized for high priority areas like: (i) drinking water supply; (ii) environment 
preservation and pollution control measures; (iii) health care (iv)education; (v) welfare of women and children; 
(vi) welfare of aged and disabled people; (vii) skill development; and (viii) Sanitation. Remaining funds will be 
utilized for works like : (i) physical infrastructure; (ii) irrigation; (iii) energy and watershed development; and (iv) 
any other measures for enhancing environmental quality in mining district. 
 
Source  Source 
 
23) Consider the following statements regarding Rooftop Solar. 
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 1. Government has set a target for installation of Rooftop Solar projects (RTS) of 40,000 MegaWatt (MW) 
by 2022. 
 2. State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index (SARAL) has been designed by the Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy (MNRE) to encourage each State to assess the initiatives taken so far, and what it can do to 
improve its solar rooftop ecosystem. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Karnataka has emerged as the best state for setting up a roof top solar project according to the State Rooftop 
Solar Attractiveness Index–SARAL released by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. Telangana, Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh come next in the rankings but all four have been graded A++. 
 
This rating has been designed collaboratively by MNRE, Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation (SSEF), Associated 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) and Ernst & Young (EY). 
 
Government has set a target for installation of Rooftop Solar projects (RTS) of 40,000 MegaWatt (MW) by 2022 in 
the country including installation of RTS on rooftop of houses. 
 
Source 
 
24) Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
 National Irrigation Project  Associated River 
 1. Polavaram Project   Godavari River 
 2. GosiKhurd Irrigation Project  Wainganga River 
 3. Shahpurkandi Dam Project  Ravi River 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Polavaram Project, is an under construction multi-purpose National project on the Godavari River in the West 
Godavari District and East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh.  
 
GosiKhurd Irrigation Project also known as Indira Sagar Irrigation Project is one of the major irrigation projects 
in Godavari basin in Indian state Maharashtra in the Bhandara district on the river Wainganga.  
 
The Shahpurkandi Dam project is located on the Ravi River in Pathankot district, Punjab, India.  
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4. Science and Technology 
 

1) Archimedes Principle refers to 
 a) The speed of light in a vacuum is independent of the motion of all observers. 
 b) An object remains at rest unless acted upon by a force. 
 c) The ability or tendency of something to float in water or other fluids. 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Archimedes Principle was used in Jharkhand to rescue an elephant. 
 
The baby elephant was stuck in a well in Gumla district. For three hours, the authorities applied the Archimedes 
Principle, or the ‘upward buoyant force theory’, to bring the elephant out of the well. The rescue team filled the 
well with water using motorised pipes, after which the struggling elephant floated to the top and was able to 
climb out through a ramp placed for it. 
 
In physics, the Archimedes Principle refers to the law of buoyancy (the ability or tendency of something to float in 
water or other fluids). 
According to the principle, when an object is completely or partially submerged in a fluid, whether gas or liquid, it 
is acted upon by an upward force (buoyancy) equal to the weight of the fluid it has displaced. 
The force acting downward on the object is the weight of the object. The upward force is the one given by the 
Archimedes Principle. The difference between the two forces is the net force acting on the object. 
If the buoyant force is more than the weight, the object rises; if it is less, the object sinks. If the net force is zero, 
the object remains in place, and neither rises nor sinks. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Goldilocks zone. 
 1. Goldilocks zone, is the area around a star where it is not too hot and not too cold for liquid water to 
exist on the surface of surrounding planets. 
 2. Earth is the only planet in the Sun’s Goldilocks zone. 
 3. If a planet is in the Goldilocks Zone of a star, it necessarily means the planet is going to have life or 
liquid water. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Goldilocks Zone refers to the habitable zone around a star where the temperature is just right - not too hot 
and not too cold - for liquid water to exist on a planet. 
Just because a planet or moon is in the Goldilocks Zone of a star, doesn't mean it's going to have life or even 
liquid water. 
After all, Earth isn't the only planet in the Sun's Goldilocks Zone - Venus and Mars are also in this habitable zone, 
but aren't currently habitable. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding BrahMos missile. 
 1. BrahMos is a cruise missile, meaning it can be guided towards a pre-determined land- or sea-based 
target. 
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 2. BrahMos is classified as supersonic cruise missile.  
 3. In 2019, India upgraded the missile with a new range of 2000 km. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
BrahMos is a medium-range supersonic ramjet cruise missile that can be launched from submarine, ships, aircraft, 
or land. 
It is a joint venture between the Russian Federation's NPO Mashinostroyeniya and India's Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO), who together have formed BrahMos Aerospace. 
In 2019, India upgraded the missile with a new range of 500 km. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Cord blood banking. 
 1. Cord blood is the blood from the baby that is left in the umbilical cord and placenta after birth, which is 
a rich source of stem cells. 
 2. Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) allows commercial stem cell banking. 
 3. Stem cells in cord blood can be used to strengthen the immune system during cancer treatments. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Cord blood banking involves taking the umbilical cord blood, which is a rich source of stem cells, and preserving it 
for future use.  
 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) does not recommend commercial stem cell banking. It says so far 
there is no scientific basis for preservation of cord blood for future self use and this practice therefore raises 
ethical and social concerns. “Private storage of the cord blood is advisable when there is an elder child in the 
family with a condition treatable with these cells and the mother is expecting the next baby. 
 
“Globally, cord blood banking is recommended as a source of hematopoietic stem cell (derived from bone 
marrow, peripheral blood, or umbilical cord blood) transplantation for haematological cancers and disorders 
where its use is recommended. For all other conditions, the use of cord blood as a source of stem cells is not yet 
established,”  
 
Using the stem cells in cord blood to treat a disease has the following benefits compared with using those in bone 
marrow: 

• Stem cells from cord blood can be given to more people than those from bone marrow. More matches 
are possible when a cord blood transplant is used than when a bone marrow transplant is used. In 
addition, the stem cells in cord blood are less likely to cause rejection than those in bone marrow. 

• It is harder to collect bone marrow than it is to collect cord blood. Collecting bone marrow poses some 
risks and can be painful for the donor. 

• Cord blood can be frozen and stored. It is ready for anyone who needs it. Bone marrow must be used 
soon after it is collected. 

• Stem cells in cord blood can be used to strengthen the immune system during cancer treatments. Bone 
marrow stem cells do not have this capability. 
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Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Wi-Fi calling service. 
 1. Wi-Fi Calling is beneficial especially for areas where cellular networks are not strong. 
 2. It uses high speed Internet connection, available via broadband, to make and receive high definition 
(HD) voice calls. 
 3. Users must subscribe to this service by paying the amount prescribed by the service provider. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Wi-Fi calling service uses high speed internet connection offered by broadband network to allow users make 
and receive high definition (HD) voice calls. It works similar to WhatsApp calls. Similar to the voice calling apps, 
Wi-Fi calling allows users to make phone calls, but it doesn’t require them to install an application for it. The 
service also doesn’t charge the user and consumes very minimal data. 
 
Source 
 
6) WHO declares coronavirus a pandemic. Consider the following statements regarding this. 
 1. WHO declares a disease as pandemic if the severity of the disease increases manifold and it becomes 
uncontrollable. 
 2. Now WHO gets more funds and powers to fight against the disease. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
According to the WHO, a pandemic is the worldwide spread of a new disease. 
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention defines a pandemic as “an epidemic that has spread over 
several countries or continents, usually affecting a large number of people.” 
Thus, the ‘pandemic’ status has to do more with the spread of the disease, than its severity. So ‘pandemos’ is a 
concept where there’s a belief that the whole world’s population will likely be exposed to this infection and 
potentially a proportion of them fall sick. 
 
Declaring the disease a pandemic won’t mean the WHO gets more funds or more powers to fight it. However, the 
declaration is a formal announcement that the WHO assesses the impact of COVID 19 to have reached a new 
level. 
 
Source 
 
7) Which of the following statement is correct regarding Psyche mission. 
 a) Making early warnings to satellites about debris and hazards in their orbit. 
 b) Discovery of super-Earth planet in our solar system. 
 c) Space mission that involves a journey to a metal-rich asteroid 
 d) Space mission to study outer corona of Sun 
 
 Solution: c) 
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NASA and SpaceX are coming together for a space mission that involves a journey to a unique metal-rich asteroid 
called Psyche, which is orbiting the Sun between Mars and Jupiter. 
 
The Psyche asteroid is considered unique because it appears to largely be made of the exposed nickel-iron core of 
an early planet. Metallic cores are believed to be present deep within rocky, terrestrial planets like our Earth. 
However, since these lie unreachable far below the planet’s rocky mantles and crusts, we are unable to reach 
there. 
 
So, while we cannot see or measure Earth’s core directly, the mission to Psyche asteroid offers a unique window 
to scientists. It may even reveal the violent history of collisions and accretion that created terrestrial planets in 
the first place. 
 
Source 
 
8) Many coronavirus patients have died of sepsis — caused by the body’s immune system overreacting in 
response to an infection. Sepsis can be triggered by a variety of pathogens that includes 
 1. Viruses 
 2. Bacteria 
 3. Fungi  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Many coronavirus patients have died of sepsis — when the body’s immune system goes into overdrive. How does 
sepsis occur, what are the warning signs and how is it treated? 
Sepsis is a life-threatening organ dysfunction caused by the body’s immune system overreacting in response to an 
infection. This overactive, toxic response can lead to tissue damage, multiple organ failure and death. 
 
How does sepsis occur and how do I recognize it? 
Viruses, bacteria, fungi or parasites — sepsis can be triggered by a variety of pathogens. The causes of sepsis are 
usually pneumonia, wound infections, urinary tract infections or infections in the abdominal cavity. 
 
In addition to the known seasonal influenza viruses, other viruses that are highly infectious, such as 
coronaviruses, Ebola and yellow fever viruses, dengue, swine flu or bird flu viruses can also cause sepsis. 
 
In addition to the typical signs of infection, there are several stand out symptoms that usually indicate possible 
sepsis — for example, a drop in blood pressure with a simultaneous rise in heart rate, fever, rapid, heavy 
breathing, an unusually strong feeling of illness and sudden confusion.  
 
Source 
 
9) The applications of Indian Regional Navigation Spacecraft System (IRNSS) include 

1. Vehicle tracking and fleet management. 
2. Mapping and Geodetic data capture. 
3. Visual and voice navigation for drivers. 
4. Disaster Management. 
5. Precise Timing. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
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 c) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
IRNSS would provide two types of services, namely Standard Positioning Services available to all users and 
Restricted Services provided to authorised users. 
Its applications include: 

• Terrestrial, Aerial and Marine Navigation. 

• Disaster Management. 

• Vehicle tracking and fleet management. 

• Integration with mobile phones. 

• Precise Timing. 

• Mapping and Geodetic data capture. 

• Terrestrial navigation aid for hikers and travellers. 

• Visual and voice navigation for drivers. 
 
Source 
 
10) HIV cannot be transmitted through 
 1. Blood 
 2. Semen 
 3. Vaginal fluids 
 4. Rectal fluids 
 5. Breastmilk 
 Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) None  
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
How is HIV transmitted? 
Certain bodily fluids such as blood, semen, vaginal fluids, rectal fluids and breastmilk can be carriers for HIV. It can 
be transmitted through unprotected sex, transfusion of contaminated blood, sharing needles and syringes and 
from a mother with HIV to her infant during pregnancy.  
 
Source 
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5. International Relations and Organisations 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 
 1. International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is an international financial institution and 
specialized United Nations agency. 
 2. IFAD invest in rural people, empowering them to increase their food security, improve the nutrition of 
their families and increase their incomes. 
 3. India is a member State of IFAD. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
At the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) we invest in rural people, empowering them to 
increase their food security, improve the nutrition of their families and increase their incomes. We help them 
build resilience, expand their businesses and take charge of their own development. 
 
IFAD is an international financial institution and specialized United Nations agency based in Rome, the UN’s food 
and agriculture hub. Since 1978, we have provided over US$21 billion in grants and low-interest loans to projects 
that have reached about 491 million people. 
 
IFAD works where poverty and hunger are deepest: in the most remote regions of developing countries and 
fragile situations, where few development agencies venture. 
 
India is a member State of IFAD since 1977. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (ASCM). 
 1. Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (ASCM) is of the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) for the purposes of implementing the countervailing measures. 
 2. According to the ASCM, developing countries are allowed to grant higher levels of subsidies as 
compared to the developed countries before countervailing duties (CVD) can be imposed. 
 3. The agreement stipulates that any countervailing duty investigation for a developing country must be 
terminated if the subsidies granted are found to be de minimis. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Recently United States officially designated developing and least-developed countries for the purposes of 
implementing the countervailing measures provided by the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures 
(ASCM) of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). According to the ASCM, developing countries are allowed to 
grant higher levels of subsidies as compared to the developed countries before countervailing duties (CVD) can be 
imposed. 
 
The agreement stipulates that any countervailing duty investigation for a developing country must be terminated 
if the subsidies granted are found to be de minimis, which is defined as less than 2% of the value of imports of the 
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product being investigated. For a developed country the de minimis is 1% of the import value of the investigated 
product. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding UN-SPIDER. 
 1. It is a platform which facilitates the use of space-based technologies for disaster management and 
emergency response. 
 2. It was established under the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA).  
 3. It aims to enable developing countries to use all types of space-based information in all phases of the 
disaster management. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response 
(UN-SPIDER) was established in 2006 under the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA). UN-
SPIDER develops solutions to address the limited access developing countries have to specialized technologies 
that can be essential in the management of disasters and the reducing of disaster risks. 
 
Remote sensing for Earth observation, satellite-based telecommunication and global navigation satellite systems 
contribute to more effective disaster risk management and emergency response. It is UN-SPIDER's mandate to 
enable developing countries to use all types of space-based information in all phases of the disaster management 
cycle including prevention, preparedness, early warning, response and reconstruction. 
 
Source 
 
4) Recently Union Ministry of Law and Justice declared United Arab Emirates as a “reciprocating territory”. 
Consider the following statements regarding reciprocating territory. 
 1. Reciprocating territory means any country or territory outside India where orders passed by certain 
designated courts in that territory can be implemented in India. 
 2. A country is declared as a reciprocating territory under the provisions of Civil Procedure Code, 1908. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ministry of Law and Justice issued an Extraordinary Gazette Notification, declaring the United Arab Emirates 
to be a “reciprocating territory” under Section 44A of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908.   
 
Apart from UAE, the other countries declared to be “reciprocating territories” are: United Kingdom, Singapore, 
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Trinidad & Tobago, New Zealand, the Cook Islands (including Niue) and the Trust Territories 
of Western Samoa, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Aden. 
 
Essentially, orders passed by certain designated courts from a ‘reciprocating territory’ can be implemented in 
India, by filing a copy of the decree concerned in a District Court here. 
The courts so designated are called ‘superior Courts’. 
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Source 
 
5) Blue Dot network is meant to be a multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to bring governments, the private 
sector and civil society together to promote “high quality, trusted standards for global infrastructure 
development”. It was launched by 
 a) US and China 
 b) US and Japan  
 c) US, Japan and Australia 
 d) US, Japan, Australia and India 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Led by the US’s International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), the Blue Dot network was jointly launched 
by the US, Japan (Japanese Bank for International Cooperation) and Australia (Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade) in November 2019 on the sidelines of the 35th ASEAN Summit in Thailand. 
It is meant to be a multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to bring governments, the private sector and civil society 
together to promote “high quality, trusted standards for global infrastructure development”. 
Observers have referred to it as a means of countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements about Financial Action Task Force (FATF). 
 1. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established by World Bank. 
 2. It is a policy-making body and promotes implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures 
for combating money laundering and terrorist financing. 
 3. India is a full-fledged member of FATF. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 by the Ministers of its 
Member jurisdictions.  The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation of 
legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related 
threats to the integrity of the international financial system.   
 
The FATF is therefore a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to bring about 
national legislative and regulatory reforms in these areas. 
 
The FATF has developed a series of Recommendations that are recognised as the international standard for 
combating of money laundering and the financing of terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 
 
India has become a full-fledged member of Financial Action Task Force (FATF). FATF membership is very 
important for India in its quest to become a major player in the International finance. It will help India to build the 
capacity to fight terrorism and trace terrorist money and to successfully investigate and prosecute money 
laundering and terrorist financing offences. India will benefit in securing a more transparent and stable financial 
system by ensuring that financial institutions are not vulnerable to infiltration or abuse by organized crime 
groups.  
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). 
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 1. International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) is an intergovernmental organisation mandated to 
facilitate cooperation, advance knowledge, and promote the adoption and sustainable use of all forms of 
renewable energy. 
 2. It is the first international organisation to focus exclusively on renewable energy, addressing needs in 
both industrialized and developing countries. 
 3. IRENA is an official International Solar Alliance observer. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
IRENA is an intergovernmental organisation mandated to facilitate cooperation, advance knowledge, and 
promote the adoption and sustainable use of renewable energy. 
• It is the first international organisation to focus exclusively on renewable energy, addressing needs in both 
industrialized and developing countries. 
• It was founded in 2009 & its statute entered into force on 8 July 2010 and is headquartered in Masdar City, Abu 
Dhabi. 
• IRENA is an official United Nations observer. 
 
Source 
 
8) MARPOL Convention, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
 b) Control the use of chemical weapons and their precursors. 
 c) Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
 d) Safety, security, and sustainability of airspace. 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
There has been a huge increase in the use of open-loop scrubbers in ships in just last one year, even as a debate 
about their viability in mitigating sulphur emissions from ships has also escalated. 
 
The International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) adopted the International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) Annex VI in 2008 that regulates the prevention of air pollution from ships and 
prohibits deliberate emissions of ozone-depleting substances such as sulphur oxides and nitrous oxides. 
 
Following the adoption, exhaust scrubbers have become one of the most preferred ways of reducing sulphur 
exhaust as they ‘scrub’ pollutants out of emissions. 
 
Source 
 
9) Amid the all-round disruption caused to the economy by the novel coronavirus outbreak, a concern across the 
world is the possibility of loss of jobs. Various governments have unveiled various measures to address such 
concerns, and one of the most talked about is Kurzarbeit. Kurzarbeit scheme is related to which country. 
 a) Japan 
 b) USA 
 c) Germany 
 d) Saudi Arabia 
 
 Solution: c) 
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Amid the all-round disruption caused to the economy by the novel coronavirus outbreak, a concern across the 
world is the possibility of loss of jobs. Various governments have unveiled various measures to address such 
concerns, and one of the most talked about is Kurzarbeit, Germany’s existing scheme that provides for partial 
compensation for a worker’s earnings in such situations, and now modified to account for the current crisis. 
 
Kurzarbeit is German for “short-work”. The policy provides for a short-time work allowance, called kurzarbeitgeld, 
which partially compensates for lost earnings during uncertain economic situations.  
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements about Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS). 
 1. They are the landscapes of aesthetic beauty that combine agricultural biodiversity, resilient ecosystems 
and a cultural heritage. 
 2. Kuttanad region is designated as GIAHS. 
 3. GIAHS is the initiative of UNEP. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems” (GIAHS) are outstanding landscapes of aesthetic beauty that 
combine agricultural biodiversity, resilient ecosystems and a valuable cultural heritage. It is designated by FAO. 
Located in specific sites around the world, they sustainably provide multiple goods and services, food and 
livelihood security for millions of small-scale farmers.  
Unfortunately, these agricultural systems are threatened by many factors including climate change and increased 
competition for natural resources. They are also dealing with migration due to low economic viability, which has 
resulted in traditional farming practices being abandoned and endemic species and breeds being lost.  
These ancestral agricultural systems constitute the foundation for contemporary and future agricultural 
innovations and technologies.  
The sites in India designated as GIAHS are: Kuttanad Below Sea Level Farming System, Koraput Traditional 
Agriculture and Saffron Heritage of Kashmir. 
 
Source 
 
11) Which of the following are the members of BASIC countries. 
 1. Brazil 
 2. Australia 
 3. South Africa 
 4. Indonesia 
 5. China 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The BASIC countries (also Basic countries or BASIC) are a bloc of four large newly industrialized 
countries – Brazil, South Africa, India and China – formed by an agreement on 28 November 2009.  
BASIC countries broadly have common position on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and raising the massive 
funds that are needed to fight climate change. 
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6. Polity 
 

1) Consider the following statements regarding Tenth schedule of the Indian constitution. 
 1. The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in the 42nd Amendment Act, which lays down the 
process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection. 
 2. The Supreme Court held that the decision of speaker is final on the question of disqualification on 
ground of defection. 
 3. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least one-third of its 
legislators are in favour of the merger. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 3 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. It lays down the 
process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a 
legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 
 
The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or the Speaker 
of such House.  
The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial review. This condition 
was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1992, thereby allowing appeals against the Presiding Officer’s decision 
in the High Court and Supreme Court. However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention until the 
Presiding Officer gives his order. 
 
Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. The law allows a 
party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in favour of the 
merger. In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original 
party will face disqualification. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding National Population Register (NPR). 
 1. It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 
 2. A usual resident is defined as a person who has resided in a local area for the past 6 years or more or a 
person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 years or more. 
 3. The NPR is undertaken under the provisions of The Citizenship Act, 1955. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The National Population Register (NPR) is a Register of usual residents of the country. It is being prepared at the 
local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, State and National level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 
1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. It is mandatory 
for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a 
person who has resided in a local area for the past 6 months or more or a person who intends to reside in that 
area for the next 6 months or more. 
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The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the country. 
The database would contain demographic as well as biometric particulars. 
 
The NPR database was first created in 2010. The NPR 2020 enumeration exercise will be undertaken during April–
September this year.  
 
Source Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Law Commission of India. 
 1. The Law Commission of India is a statutory body constituted by the Government of India from time to 
time. 
 2. The commission is re-constituted every five years. 
 3. The Law Commission shall suo-motu, undertake research in law and review of existing laws in India. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Law Commission shall, on a reference made to it by the Central Government or suo-motu, undertake 
research in law and review of existing laws in India for making reforms therein and enacting new legislations. It 
shall also undertake studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice delivery systems for elimination of 
delay in procedures, speedy disposal of cases, reduction in cost of litigation etc. 
 
The Law Commission of India is a non-statutory body constituted by the Government of India from time to time. 
The Commission was originally constituted in 1955 and is re-constituted every three years. The tenure of twenty-
first Law Commission of India was upto 31st August, 2018. 
The various Law Commission have been able to make important contribution towards the progressive 
development and codification of Law of the country. The Law Commission has so far submitted 277 reports. 
The 22nd Law Commission will be constituted for a period of three years from the date of publication of its Order 
in the Official Gazette. It will consist of: 

• a full-time Chairperson; 

• four full-time Members (including Member-Secretary) 

• Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs as ex-officio Member; 

• Secretary, Legislative Department as ex officio Member; and 

• not more than five part-time Members. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding the functions of the Law Commission of India. 
 1. Identify laws which are no longer needed or relevant and can be immediately repealed. 
 2. Suggest such legislations as might be necessary to implement the Directive Principles and to attain the 
objectives set out in the Preamble of the Constitution. 
 3. Consider the requests for providing research to any foreign countries as may be referred to it by the 
Government through Ministry of Law and Justice. 
 4. Take all such measures as may be necessary to harness law and the legal process in the service of the 
poor. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
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 Solution: d) 
 
The Law Commission of India shall, inter-alia,: - 

• identify laws which are no longer needed or relevant and can be immediately repealed; 

• examine the existing laws in the light of Directive Principles of State Policy and suggest ways of 
improvement and reform and also suggest such legislations as might be necessary to implement the 
Directive Principles and to attain the objectives set out in the Preamble of the Constitution; 

• consider and convey to the Government its views on any subject relating to law and judicial 
administration that may be specifically referred to it by the Government through Ministry of Law and 
Justice (Department of Legal Affairs); 

• Consider the requests for providing research to any foreign countries as may be referred to it by the 
Government through Ministry of Law and Justice (Department of Legal Affairs); 

• take all such measures as may be necessary to harness law and the legal process in the service of the 
poor; 

• revise the Central Acts of general importance so as to simplify them and remove anomalies, ambiguities 
and inequities; 

 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding appointment of Supreme Court judges. 
 1. The Chief Justice of India and the Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President of India. 
 2. Whenever there is any doubt about the senior most Judge to hold the office of the Chief Justice of 
India, the matter is decided by the Parliament. 
 3. For appointing Judges of the Supreme Court, the recommendation of collegium to the President is 
binding during first instance. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Chief Justice of India and the Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President under clause (2) of 
Article 124 of the Constitution. 
The names are recommended by the Collegium. 
 
The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The President can either 
accept it or reject it. In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the collegium 
reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation. 
 
Appointment to the office of the Chief Justice of India should be of the seniormost Judge of the Supreme Court 
considered fit to hold the office. 
Whenever there is any doubt about the fitness of the seniormost Judge to hold the office of the Chief Justice of 
India, consultation with other Judges as envisaged in Article 124 (2) of the Constitution would be made for 
appointment of the next Chief Justice of India. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the power of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha with respect to the 
suspension of a member of the house. 
 1. In order to ensure that proceedings are conducted in the proper manner, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
is empowered to force a Member to withdraw from the House for the remaining part of the day, or to place 
him/her under suspension. 
 2. The Speaker has the authority for the revocation of suspension. 
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 3. Similar function in Rajya Sabha is carried out by the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In order to ensure that proceedings are conducted in the proper manner, the Speaker is empowered to force a 
Member to withdraw from the House (for the remaining part of the day), or to place him/her under suspension. 
 
While the Speaker is empowered to place a Member under suspension, the authority for revocation of this order 
is not vested in her. It is for the House, if it so desires, to resolve on a motion to revoke the suspension. 
 
Like the Speaker in Lok Sabha, the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha is empowered under Rule Number 255 of its Rule 
Book to “direct any Member whose conduct is in his opinion grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately” from 
the House. 
“…Any Member so ordered to withdraw shall do so forthwith and shall absent himself during the remainder of 
the day’s meeting.” 
The Chairman may “name a Member who disregards the authority of the Chair or abuses the rules of the Council 
by persistently and wilfully obstructing” business. In such a situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending 
the Member from the service of the House for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session. 
The House may, however, by another motion, terminate the suspension. 
Unlike the Speaker, however, the Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have the power to suspend a Member. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A citizen’s right to own private property is a human right.  
 2. Right to private property ceased to be a fundamental right with the 42nd Constitution Amendment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A citizen’s right to own private property is a human right. The state cannot take possession of it without following 
due procedure and authority of law, the Supreme Court has held in a judgment. 
 
The state cannot trespass into the private property of a citizen and then claim ownership of the land in the name 
of ‘adverse possession’, the court said. 
 
Property ceased to be a fundamental right with the 44th Constitution Amendment in 1978. Nevertheless, Article 
300A required the state to follow due procedure and authority of law to deprive a person of his or her private 
property, the Supreme Court said. 
 
Source 
 
8) Kihoto Hollohan case, recently seen in news is related to 
 a) Formation of States and Union Territories 
 b) Delimitation of Assembly seats 
 c)  Constitutional challenge to the Tenth Schedule 
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 d) Judicial scrutiny on the ground of violation of Fundamental Rights 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What was the Kihoto Hollohan case? 
The law covering the disqualification of legislators and the powers of the Speaker in deciding such matters 
became part of the statute book in 1985 when the Tenth Schedule to the Constitution was adopted. 
A constitutional challenge to the Tenth Schedule was settled by the apex court in Kihoto Hollohan. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding whip in parliamentary parlance. 
 1. A whip is an official of a political party whose task is to ensure party discipline in a legislature. 
 2. In India all parties can issue a whip to their members.  
 3. Whip cannot be used in all cases. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A whip is an official of a political party whose task is to ensure party discipline in a legislature. This usually means 
ensuring that members of the party vote according to the party platform, rather than according to their own 
individual ideology or the will of their constituents.  
 
In India all parties can issue a whip to their members. Parties appoint a senior member from among their House 
contingents to issue whips — this member is called a Chief Whip, and he/she is assisted by additional Whips. 
However, there are some cases such as Indian Presidential elections where whips cannot direct a Member of 
Parliament (MP) or Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) on whom to vote. 
 
Source 
 
10) The council of States shall consist of twelve members to be nominated by the President. So far those been 
nominated as its members include 
 1. Scientists 
 2. Journalists 
 3. Social workers  
 4. Jurists 
 5. Engineers 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Article 80 of the Constitution states, “(1) The council of States shall consist of (a) twelve members to be 
nominated by the President in accordance with the provisions of clause (3)…” Clause (3) states, “The members to 
be nominated by the President under sub clause (a) of clause (1) shall consist of persons having special knowledge 
or practical experience in respect of such matters as the following, namely: Literature, science, art and social 
service”. 
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Since Rajya Sabha was constituted in 1952, 137 people have been nominated as its members. These include 
scholars, jurists, educationists, historians, scientists, litterateurs, journalists, engineers, economists, 
administrators, artistes, social workers and politicians usually with loyalty to the government of the day. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements about Telecom Disputes Settlement & Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT). 
 1. It was created by an executive order. 
 2. The decision of TDSAT is final and no further appeal in allowed to any court. 
 3. The jurisdiction of TDSAT stands extended to matters that lay before the Cyber Appellate Tribunal and 
also the Airport Economic Regulatory Authority Appellate Tribunal. 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The TRAI Act of 1997 was amended in the year 2000 and TDSAT was set up to adjudicate disputes and dispose of 
appeals with a view to protect the interests of service providers and consumers of the telecom sector.   
The decision of TDSAT is appealed to Supreme Court of India.   
The jurisdiction of TDSAT stands extended to matters that lay before the Cyber Appellate Tribunal and also the 
Airport Economic Regulatory Authority Appellate Tribunal. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Duties incorporated in the Constitution. 
 1. All Fundamental Duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by the Constitution 42nd 
Amendment Act, 1976. 
 2. They are not enforceable by law, but a court may take them into account while adjudicating on a 
matter. 
 3. The concept of Fundamental Duties is taken from the Constitution of Russia. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Fundamental Duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by the Constitution 42nd Amendment 
Act, 1976, during Emergency under Indira Gandhi’s government. Today, there are 11 Fundamental Duties 
described under Article 51-A, of which 10 were introduced by the 42nd Amendment and the 11th was added by 
the 86th Amendment in 2002, during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government. 
 
These are statutory duties, not enforceable by law, but a court may take them into account while adjudicating on 
a matter. The idea behind their incorporation was to emphasise the obligation of the citizen in exchange for the 
Fundamental Rights that he or she enjoys. The concept of Fundamental Duties is taken from the Constitution of 
Russia. 
 
Source 
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7. History, Art and Culture 
 

1) In India, the guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ language are: 
 1. High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years. 
 2. The literary tradition must be original and not borrowed from another speech community. 
 3. There should not be any discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its 
offshoots. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status: Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), 
Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014). 
 
According to information provided by the Ministry of Culture in the Rajya Sabha in February 2014, the guidelines 
for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are: 
“(i) High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years; 
(ii) A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generations of speakers; 
(iii) The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community; 
(iv) The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be a discontinuity between 
the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots.” 
 
The Human Resource and Development Ministry in its reply to a starred question in the Lok Sabha in July 2014 
noted the benefits it provides once a language is notified as a Classical language: 
“i) Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical Indian languages 
ii) A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up 
iii) The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at least in the Central Universities, a 
certain number of Professional Chairs for the Classical Languages so declared.” 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. He was associated with the Justice Party and the Self Respect Movement. 
 2. He was involved in the Vaikom Satyagraha of 1924. 
 3. He launched Dravidar Kazhagam. 
 4. He focused on social, cultural and gender inequalities, and his reform agenda questioned matters of 
faith, gender and tradition. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Periyar E. V. Ramasamy 
 b) V. O. chidambaram pillai 
 c) S. Subramania Iyer 
 d) C. Rajagopalachari 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Born in 1879, Periyar is remembered for the Self Respect Movement to redeem the identity and self-respect of 
Tamils. He envisaged a Dravida homeland of Dravida Nadu, and launched a political party, Dravidar Kazhagam 
(DK). 
He associated himself with the Justice Party and the Self Respect Movement. 
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Periyar’s fame spread beyond the Tamil region during the Vaikom Satyagraha of 1924, a mass movement to 
demand that lower caste persons be given the right to use a public path in front of the famous Vaikom temple. 
Periyar took part in the agitation with his wife, and was arrested twice.  
 
In the 1940s, Periyar launched Dravidar Kazhagam, which espoused an independent Dravida Nadu comprising 
Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu, and Kannada speakers. 
 
As a social reformer, he focused on social, cultural and gender inequalities, and his reform agenda questioned 
matters of faith, gender and tradition. 
He asked people to be rational in their life choices. He argued that women needed to be independent, not mere 
child-bearers, and insisted that they be allowed an equal share in employment. 
 
Source 
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8. Reports and Indices 
 

1) Consider the following statements regarding Gender Social Norms Index. 
 1. Gender Social Norms Index is released by the UN Development Programmme (UNDP). 
 2. The index measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality in areas like politics, wor k, and 
education. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The first Gender Social Norms Index was recently released by the UN Development Programmme 
(UNDP). 
 
About the index: 
This index measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality in areas like politics, work, and 
education, and contains data from 75 countries, covering over 80 percent of the world’s population.  
The index found new clues to the invisible barriers women face in achieving equality – potentially 
forging a path forward to breaking through the so-called “glass ceiling”. 
 
Source 
 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/GSNI


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                        69                                             www.insightsactivelearn.com  

9. Maps / Places 
 

1) Seymour Island, recently seen in news is located in 
 a) Greenland 
 b) Sumatra 
 c) Madagascar 
 d) Antarctica 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Antarctica has exceeded 20C for the first time, after researchers logged a temperature of 20.75C on an island off 
the coast of the peninsula. 
This latest reading was taken at a monitoring station on Seymour Island, part of a chain of islands off the same 
peninsula, at the northernmost point of the continent. 
 
Source 
 
2) Qatar is a country located in Western Asia. Qatar shares its land border with 
 a) Saudi Arabia  
 b) United Arab Emirates 
 c) Kuwait 
 d) Both a and b 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Its sole land border is with Saudi Arabia to the south, with the rest of its territory surrounded by the Persian Gulf.  
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The countries bordering Iraq are Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran and Israel. 
 2. Iraq connects to Persian Gulf. 
 3. The Tigris and Euphrates river run through Iraq. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Iraq is bordered by Turkey to the north, Iran to the east, Kuwait to the southeast, Saudi Arabia to the 
south, Jordan to the southwest and Syria to the west.  
 
Iraq has a coastline measuring 58 km (36 miles) on the northern Persian Gulf. 
Two major rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates, run south through Iraq. 
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Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Strait of Hormuz. 
 1. Strait of Hormuz is a strait between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. 
 2. It provides the only sea passage from the Persian Gulf to the open ocean. 
 3. It lies between Iran and Saudi Arabia. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Strait of Hormuz is a strait between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It provides the only sea passage 
from the Persian Gulf to the open ocean and is one of the world's most strategically important choke points. On 
the north coast lies Iran, and on the south coast the United Arab Emirates and Musandam, an exclave of Oman. 
 
5) Which of the following rivers flows into Caspian Sea. 
 1. Volga River 
 2. Danube River 
 3. Ural River 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Caspian Sea is the world's largest inland body of water, variously classed as the world's largest lake or a full-
fledged sea. It is an endorheic basin (a basin without outflows) located between Europe and Asia, to the east of 
the Caucasus Mountains and to the west of the broad steppe of Central Asia.  
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The primary inflows: Volga River, Ural River, Kura River, Terek River. 
 
The Danube is Europe's second longest river, after the Volga. It is located in Central and Eastern Europe. 
 
Source 
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10. Miscellaneous 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India’s population growth rate peaked between 1961 and 1971 and has been falling since. 
 2. In the last two decades, while Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in rural areas remains higher than in urban 
areas, it has been declining at a faster rate than the latter, according to National Family Health Surveys. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India is the largest producer and consumer of silk in the world. 
 2. India is the only country in the world that produces all 5 varieties of silk on a commercial scale. 
 3. Central Silk Board has initiated Silk Samagra programme to empower downtrodden, poor & backward 
tribal families through various activities of sericulture in the country. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
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 c) 2 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
India is the 2nd largest producer of silk in the world after China. 
It is largest consumer of silk in the world. 
It is the only country in the world that produces all 5 varieties of silk on a commercial scale– Mulberry, Oak Tasar 
& Tropical Tasar, Muga and Eri. 
Holds the global monopoly for production of the famed golden ‘Muga’ silk. 
 
About Silk Samagra: 

• It is initiated by the Central Silk Board. 

• The scheme comprises four major components viz. (i) Research & Development, Training, Transfer of 
Technology and Information Technology Initiatives, (ii) Seed Organizations, (iii) Coordination and Market 
Development and (iv) Quality Certification Systems (QCS) / Export Brand Promotion and Technology Up-
gradation. 

• The main objective of the scheme is to maintain Breeders stock, Breed improvement through R&D 
Projects, Development of mechanized practices, Technology translation through Sericulture Information 
Linkages and Knowledge System (SILKS) Portal, Mobile Application for Stakeholders and for seed quality 
monitoring etc. 

• The main aim of “Silk Samagra” Scheme is to empower downtrodden, poor & backward tribal families 
through various activities of sericulture in the country including women. 
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