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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

How is a language declared ‘classical’ in India, what advantages does it enjoy? Explain. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Pib.Gov.IN , Indian Express 
Why this question: 
A Bill to grant the status of Central universities to three deemed Sanskrit universities have been 
passed by the Rajya Sabha. Thus the context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II, polity them of Indian constitution, one has to 
explain how a language is declared ‘classical’ in India, and what advantages does it enjoy. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what do you understand by a classical language. 
Body: 
Explain the following – 
What are ‘Classical’ languages in India, and how are they classified? 
Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status: Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), 
Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014). 
According to information provided by the Ministry of Culture in the Rajya Sabha in 2014, the 
guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are: 
High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years. 
A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generations of 
speakers. 
The literary tradition is original and not borrowed from another speech community. 
The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be a discontinuity 
between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 
Then discuss the privileges the languages enjoy when they are recognized as classical languages. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance. 
Introduction: 

The Ministry of Culture provides the guidelines regarding Classical languages. Currently, six 

languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status namely Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada 

(2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014). Languages declared as classical are given 

certain benefits by the Human Resource and Development Ministry. 

The Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan recently demanded that Marathi be given the status 

of a ‘classical language’. The Central Sanskrit Universities Bill, 2020 has been passed by the 

Parliament after it was passed by Rajya Sabha. The Lok Sabha had already passed the Bill on 12th 

December 2019. 

Body: 

Provisions of bill: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=200312
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-how-is-a-language-declared-classical-in-india-what-benefits-it-enjoys-6216415/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 10 

This bill will convert (i) Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi, (ii) Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya 

Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi, and (iii) Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati into Central Sanskrit 

Universities. 

these 3 universities will have more opportunities to spread the knowledge of Sanskrit language not 

only in India but also across the world in a better way. 

Guidelines for declaring a classical language: 

According to the Ministry of Culture, the norms for according status of classical language are that the 

language should have a recorded history of more than 1500 years with ancient valuable literature 

recorded in it. Further, the language has to be original and not derived from another speech 

community. The guidelines of the government are as follows: 

 High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 years; 

 A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by generations of 

speakers; 

 The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech community; 

 The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also be a 

discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

Benefits provided to a classical language: 

 The Ministry of Human Resources Development gives away two major annual international 

awards for scholars of eminence in classical Indian languages. 

 A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up. 

 MHRD also sends a request to the University Grants Commission to create a certain number of 

Professional Chairs for the Classical Languages in central universities to begin with. 

 Annually, funds are disbursed by the Central Government for promotion and development of 

these languages. 

 The Central Institute of Indian Languages located in Mysore, Karnataka works for the promotion 

of Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam and Odia. 

 For the promotion of Tamil, a separate institute, Central Institute of Classical Tamil was 

established in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 Sanskrit language promotion is done by the Government through three deemed universities- 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth (Tirupati), Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in New Delhi. 

 Funds are allocated to the universities/institutes for seminars, book publications, projects, 

fellowships, scholarships, orientation programmes and workshops. 

 As per the data provided in the answers in Lok Sabha, the allocation of funds appears to be 

meagre. The data also suggests that Sanskrit gets a lion’s share of these funds. 

Conclusion: 

The concept of classical languages has been a long debated issue since the notion has not been 

adopted by UNESCO. There have been debates around the criteria itself and whether or not each 

language satisfies all the conditions laid down. While the recognition in India is good first step 

towards promoting these languages, the meagre allocations do not do justice to the mandate. 
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The tenth schedule has become a catalyst of political opportunism in the country, as 

new innovative measures have been brought up to bypass the law. Critically analyse 

perils of electoral politics in this context.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
 The perils of electoral politics can be seen recently in the case of Madhya Pradesh. Similar was the 
case in Uttarakhand assembly last year. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must provide for critical analysis of tenth schedule and bring out the lacunae in it while 
suggesting solutions to address. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain the provisions under tenth schedule in short. 
Then explain the case of Madhya Pradesh that happened recently, one can also mention cases of 
other states that witnessed similar fate. 
Explain the Tenth Schedule to the Constitution was meant to deal with the politics of opportunism 
however it is working as a catalyst against the mandate with which it was brought in place. 
Suggest what needs to be done to address these challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Defection is “desertion by one member of the party of his loyalty towards his political party” or 

basically it means “When an elected representative joins another party without resigning his present 

party for benefits”. 

The Anti-Defection Law was passed in 1985 through the 52nd Amendment to the Constitution, 

which added the Tenth Schedule to the Indian Constitution.  The main intent of the law was to 

combat “the evil of political defections” which may be due to reward of office or other similar 

considerations.  The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. However, there are several 

issues in relation to the working of this law. 

Body: 

With Madhya Pradesh government now teetering on the edge after 22 of the ruling Congress’ MLAs 

rebelled against Chief Minister Kamal Nath, the controversial anti-defection law — or simply The 

Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution — is back into focus. The law, however, has also been 

applied in the event when an MP or MLA defies a party ‘whip’, or in other words, votes against the 

party line on key issues, not necessarily linked to the survival of the government. Apart from other 

loopholes, the law has evoked scrutiny time and again, and also a demand for reforms for resting 

‘quasi-judicial powers’ in the hands of the Speaker. 

Grounds for disqualification: 
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 If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

o Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 

o Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. 

o However, if the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 

15 days from such voting or abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

 If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 

 If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

Exception: 

 Merger: A person shall not be disqualified if his original political party merges with another, and: 

o He and other members of the old political party become members of the new political 

party, or 

o He and other members do not accept the merger and opt to function as a separate 

group. 

 This exception shall operate only if not less than two-thirds of the members of party in the 

House have agreed to the merger. 

Power to disqualify: 

 The Chairman or the Speaker of the House takes the decision to disqualify a member. 

 If a complaint is received with respect to the defection of the Chairman or Speaker, a member of 

the House elected by that House shall take the decision. 

Advantages of anti-defection law: 

 Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance. 

 Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 

 Promotes party discipline. 

 Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 

 Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 

 More concentration on governance is possible. 

 Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 

Challenges posed/Shortcomings of anti-defection law: 

 The anti-defection law raises a number of questions, several of which have been addressed by 

the courts and the presiding officers. 

 The law impinges on the right of free speech of the legislators: 

 This issue was addressed by the five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 

1992 (Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachilhu and others). The court said that “the anti-defection 

law seeks to recognise the practical need to place the proprieties of political and 

personal conduct…above certain theoretical assumptions.” It held that the law does not 

violate any rights or freedoms, or the basic structure of parliamentary democracy. 
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 Doubts regarding “voluntarily” resigning from a party: 

 According to a Supreme Court judgment, “voluntarily giving up the membership of the 

party” is not synonymous with “resignation”. 

 It has interpreted that in the absence of a formal resignation by the member, the giving 

up of membership can be inferred by his conduct. 

 In other judgments, members who have publicly expressed opposition to their party or 

support for another party were deemed to have resigned 

 Regarding Whips: 

 Political parties issue a direction to MPs on how to vote on most issues, irrespective of 

the nature of the issue. 

 It restricts a legislator from voting in line with his conscience, judgement and interests of 

his electorate. 

 Such a situation impedes the oversight function of the legislature over the government, 

by ensuring that members vote based on the decisions taken by the party leadership, 

and not what their constituents would like them to vote for. 

 Challenging the decision of the presiding officer in the courts: 

 The law states that the decision is final and not subject to judicial review. There are 

several instances that presiding officers take politically partisan view. 

 The Supreme Court struck down part of this condition. It held that there may not be any 

judicial intervention until the presiding officer gives his order. However, the final 

decision is subject to appeal in the High Courts and Supreme Court. 

Various Recommendations to overcome the above challenges: 

 Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms: Disqualification should be limited to 

following cases: 

 A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party 

 A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote 

of confidence or motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when 

the government was in danger. 

 Law Commission (170th Report) 

 Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted. 

 Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection 

 Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is 

in danger. 

 Election Commission 
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 Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the 

binding advice of the Election Commission. 

Conclusion: 

The anti-defection law seeks to provide a stable government by ensuring the legislators do not 

switch sides. The true objective to enhance the credibility of the country’s polity by addressing 

rampant party-hopping by elected representatives should be pursued rather than using it as a 

political tool to pursue narrow interests of party. 

Explain why the Indian Constitution has been argued to have created a ‘federation with 

a centralizing tendency’. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Polity by Lakshmikant  , Live Mint 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II and it aims to ascertain in what way Indian 
constitution represents a ‘federation with a centralizing tendency’. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail why Indian constitution reflects a ‘federation with a centralizing tendency’. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the fundamental basis of Federation in Indian Constitution. 
Body: 
The debate whether India has a ‘Federal Constitution’ and ‘Federal Government’ has been grappling 
us since the conception of our Constitution. In India, Federalism is considered as a basic feature of the 
Constitution, even though the word is not mentioned anywhere in the Constitution. 
Discuss the main federal features of the Indian Constitution which makes it closer to Federal state. 
Discuss the reasons why India is described as federation with a centralizing tendency. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that as stated by K.C. Wheare, in practice the Constitution of India is quasi-federal in nature 
and not strictly federal. It is a union or a composite of a novel type. Thus, it can be safely said that the 
Indian Federalism is unique in nature i.e. ‘federation with a centralizing tendency’ and is tailored 
According to the specific needs of the country. 
 

Introduction: 

Federalism is a system of government in which power is divided between a central authority and 

constituent political units. The Constitution of India establishes a federal structure to the Indian 

government, declaring it to be a “Union of States”. Indian model of federalism is called quasi-federal 

system as it contains major features of both a federation and union. 

Body: 

Indian constitution is a blend of federal feature with unitary bias. Some of the federal feature are. 

 Dual polity: two government one at the Centre and in states with defined functions and 

responsibilities. 
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 Written and Rigid Constitution: Ratification by states for Constitutional amendment involving 

federal features. E.g. GST passage requiring consent of the states. 

 Supremacy of the Constitution – Any law or amendment affecting the federal feature will be 

struck down by the Supreme Court. 

 Division of powers: 7th schedule with 3 lists. States are supreme in their own sphere and have 

responsible government with law making power to the legislature. 

 Bicameral Legislature: Like other Federations, the Constitution of India also provides for a 

bicameral Parliament consisting of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

 Independent judiciary: so that there is no unilateral change in division of power by the Centre. 

Yet, Indian federalism deviates from the federal characteristics as below and shows unitary features 

 Constitutional amendment procedure- the power to initiate an amendment to the Constitution 

lies only with the Centre. 

 States not indestructible- e.g. Recent Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act without popular 

government support. 

 All India Services- Centre has the ultimate control over the civil servants. 

 Emergency provisions: as H V Kamath notes, this single chapter turns the federal character of 

Indian political setup to unitary. 1975 emergency is a best example. 

 President rule under article 356: is a loophole to the federal feature and is misused several 

times. E.g. Unconstitutional imposition of president rule in Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

in 2016. 

 Governor’s office- Governors appointment and his/her actions in crucial times has been 

criticized for being biased towards the power at Centre. Eg. Governor of Karnataka and Manipur 

inviting the second largest party to form the government instead of single largest party. This 

shows the Centre influence in state government formation. 

 No Equality of State Representation- Representation in the legislature in the federal states in 

United States is on an equal basis, which is also not applicable in case of Indian States. Thus, 

making the federation in India unequal. 

 Deployment of armed forces in states without the consent of states is seen as violation of 

federal character. 

Reasons for a ‘federation with a centralizing tendency’: 

 The framers of the Indian Constitution were influenced, in their task, by a variety of factors. 

 The first was, the status of the provinces into which the country stood divided on the eve of 

constitution-making. 

 More important than the status of the provinces and the princely states was the question of the 

integrity and stability of the country in the years to come. 

 India was a vast and populous country with deep diversities of races, religions, languages, 

traditions, cultures and regions. All of them were contending for recognition and growth. 

 The centrifugal forces had always been strong in the country’s history. They did not die down 

with the attainment of Independence. 

 The constitution makers perceived the vital need of a strong central government which would 

keep in check those disintegrating forces and safeguard the solidarity, sovereignty and integrity 

of the country. 

 The problems created by some of the big princely states and the terms and conditions presented 

by the Chamber of Princes to negotiate their accession to the Dominion of India firmed up the 
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thinking of the constitution-makers that India should have a strong and powerful government at 

the center. 

 The third factor uppermost in the mind of the makers of the constitution was that the functions 

and responsibilities of modern welfare state were so vast and complex and the plans of 

economic reconstruction and development were so much inter-dependent that only a central 

government equipped with sufficient resources and authority could discharge them with speed 

and success. 

 The founding-fathers of the Indian Constitution were also conscious of the vast responsibilities 

and obligations which a free India would have to undertake in the international arena. These 

could not be discharged if India were weak, divided or involved in something like a civil strife. 

 In order to avoid all these, it was considered vital that the central government should be strong 

and powerful. 

Conclusion: 

The Indian Constitution is neither purely federal nor purely unitary, but it’s a combination of both. 

Indian Constitution is mainly federal with unique safeguards for enforcing national unity and growth. 

Also, federalism is not dead in India, as evidenced by the fact that new regions are demanding 

statehood and union has yielded, thus states like Manipur, Tripura, Goa, etc. have been created. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Present a detailed view on the current state of cooperative federalism in India. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why this question: 
The author examines the current state of cooperative federalism in India in detail. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must present a detailed view on the current state of cooperative federalism in India. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what cooperative federalism is. 
Body: 
Federalism is the division of power between center and its various constituents, like provinces, states, 
cantons and so on. Cooperative federalism is a concept or subset of federalism where national, state 
and local governments interact cooperatively and collectively to solve common problems. Explain 
why India follows the cooperative federalism concept, discuss its evolution. Discuss the current 
dynamics of cooperative federalism in India. Take cues from the article and present a fair and 
balanced opinion. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of cooperative federalism to India. 
Introduction 

Article 1 of the Constitution states, “India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States”. While the 

Constitution doesn’t mention the term “federal”, it does provide for a governance structure 

primarily federal in nature. India is a federal state where the Centre and the State are the 

Cooperating units of the polity. Yet India is an asymmetrical federalism, with the balance of power 
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tilting in the favour of the Centre. Changing dynamics of the party system is increasingly determining 

the kind of federalism in India. 

Body 

Cooperative Federalism 

Cooperative federalism is the concept which reflects the relationship between centre and state 

where they both come together and resolve the common problems with each other’s’ cooperation. 

 With the collaborative efforts and cooperation, different level of governments in an amicable 

manner, contributes towards the growth of the country.  

 It shows the horizontal relationship between union and states and shows neither is above the 

other.  

 To ensure this relationship between centre and state, Indian constitution has incorporated 

certain instruments like inter-state council, Zonal council, 7th schedule etc. 

State of Cooperative Federalism in India 

Legislative/Administrative 

 Separation of Power: Schedule 7 of Constitution provides strict delineation of powers between 

center and state. (Except during emergencies which comes under judicial review) 

 Article 131 of the Constitution, which gives the Supreme Court exclusive jurisdiction to hear 

cases between states and the Centre. Eg: Chhattisgarh moved SC against NIA Act in Jan 2020. 

 Coalition governments: It has increased states’ bargaining power. 

Political 

 In relation to the imposition of President’s rule under Article 356 of the Constitution, 

federalism is far more mature. 

Financial  

 GST Council: Passing of GST is a shining example of cooperative federalism where States and 

Centre have ceded their power to tax and come up with a single tax system to realize the dream 

of one Economic India with ‘One Nation, One Market’. 

o Majority decisions have been based on consensus till now, while states gave 2/3rd of 

votes. 

 Since 10th FC, state’s share has been continuously increasing till 14th FC by devolving 42%. 

Other Areas 

 NITI Aayog: Replacing the erstwhile Planning Commission, the Aayog is promoting bottom-up 

approach to development planning.  

 Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas involves State’s as equal partners of development. There is a move 

towards competitive and cooperative federalism. 

Challenges to cooperative federalism 

 Several issues such as trust deficit and shrinkage of divisible pools plague Centre-State 

relations. Together, they make total cooperation difficult. 
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 On one hand the Centre has increased the States’ share of the divisible pool but in reality States 

are getting a lesser share.  

o For instance, as per the 16th FC recommendations, many south states are on the losing 

side of their share of tax resources. 

o The allocation towards various social welfare schemes has also come down, affecting the 

States’ health in turn. 

 Inter-State water disputes like the Mahadayi issue between Goa and Karnataka, Mahanadi 

water disputes (Odisha and Chhattisgarh) requires cooperation from all quarters (centre and 

riparian states). 

Strengthening Federalism 

 Strengthening of Inter-State Council: Over the year multiple committees have recommended 

strengthening of Interstate Council where the concurrent list subjects can be debated and 

discussed, balancing Centre state powers. There is far less institutional space to settle inter-state 

frictions therefore a constitutional institution like ISC can be a way forward. 

 Autonomy to states: Centre should form model laws with enough space for states to maneuver. 

Centre should give enough budgetary support to states so as to avoid budgetary burden. There 

should be least interference in the state subjects. 

 Democratic Decentralization of administration and strengthening governments at all levels in 

true spirit. Power should be decentralized based on the principle of subsidiarity. 

Conclusion 

While in certain areas, it might warrant greater powers to the Union(defence, currency etc), on the 

development front (education, health etc.) the Centre should respect the autonomy of the other two 

levels of government and consciously avoid the tendency to centralize powers and functions. Its role 

should be limited in laying down policies, devolving funds and facilitating co-ordination leaving 

implementation entirely to States and Local Bodies. Implementation of Punchii Commission 

recommendations at the earliest is needed for unity of Centre and States 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

A recent Supreme Court verdict has barred citizens from accessing court records under 

the RTI Act; do you think it is a verdict against judicial transparency? Analyse.(250 

words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Supreme Court in Chief Information Commissioner v. High Court of Gujarat case has held that the 
information to be accessed/certified copies on the judicial side is to be obtained through the 
mechanism provided under the High Court Rules and the provisions of the RTI Act shall not be 
resorted to. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must analyse the impact of verdict with respect to the judicial transparency. 
Directive: 
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Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present in short the background of the question. 
Body: 
The Chief Information Commission and Gujarat Information Commission had challenged a Gujarat 
High Court order which had held that the high court rules governing the issuance of certified copy of 
the documents would prevail over the Right to Information Act provisions. 
Discuss the Importance of court records to public discourse in India. 
Explain what the conflicts are between RTI and other laws. 
Discuss the concerns associated with such a judgment and its impact on judicial transparency. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that The Supreme Court, on various occasions, has ruled that it is binding (with exemptions) 
on public sector institutions to implement RTI to promote transparency in the system. Going forward, 
the SC should walk the talk if it aspires to inspire any public institution to put words into action. 
 

Introduction 

In its recent decision, in the Chief Information Commissioner v. High Court of Gujarat case, the 

Supreme Court, regrettably, barred citizens from securing access to court records under the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act. Instead, the court held that such records can be accessed only through the 

rules laid down by each High Court under Article 225 of the Constitution. 

Body 

Contours of the judgement 

 The court concludes that there is no inconsistency between the RTI Act and the court rules. 

 It is factually incorrect as the Gujarat HC Rules require the submission of an affidavit stating the 

purpose of seeking copies of the pleadings. 

 However, the RTI Act requires no reasons to be provided while seeking information. 

 The court argued that an enactment can’t be overridden by a later general enactment simply 

because the latter opens up with a non-obstante clause, unless there is clear inconsistency 

between the two legislations. 

 The court stated that if the intention was to repeal another law, the legislature would have 

specifically stated so in the RTI Act. 

Importance of Court Records 

 A significant number of decisions taken by the courts influence our daily life. 

o Every prosecution before a criminal court is essentially an opportunity to hold the police 

accountable just as every writ petition is an opportunity to hold the government 

accountable. 

 Similarly, a significant number of commercial lawsuits are opportunities to learn more about 

corporations and the manner in which commercial translations are executed in the country. 
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 The pleadings filed by either party contain reams of information that are useful to a range of 

stakeholders such as citizens, journalists, academics, shareholders, etc., who can better inform 

the public discourse on the ramifications of these decisions. 

 Court Records are most important, especially in cases of public interest litigation, where the 

courts indulge in policymaking on the basis of the report of an amicus curiae or an expert 

committee set up by judges. 

Impact on judicial transparency 

 Impacting transparency: Some High Courts, allow only parties to a legal proceeding to access 

the records of a case and some allow third parties to access court records if they can justify their 

request. 

 This goes against the conception of the RTI Act, where no reasons are required to be provided 

thereby reducing the possibility of administrative discretion. 

 Logistical difficulties -An application under the RTI Act can simply be made by post, with the fee 

being deposited through a postal order. 

 Most HCs and the SC require physical filing of an application with the Registry, and a hearing to 

determine whether records should be given. 

RTI and other Laws 

 Some provisions of Indian Evidence Act (Sections 123, 124, and 162) provide to hold the 

disclosure of documents. 

o Under these provisions, head of department may refuse to provide information on 

affairs of state and only swearing that it is a state secret will entitle not to disclose the 

information. 

o In a similar manner no public officer shall be compelled to disclose communications 

made to him in official confidence. 

 The Atomic Energy Act, 1912 provides that it shall be an offence to disclose information 

restricted by the Central Government. 

 The Central Civil Services Act provides a government servant not to communicate or part with 

any official documents except in accordance with a general or special order of government. 

 The Official Secrets Act, 1923 provides that any government official can mark a document as 

confidential so as to prevent its publication. 

 Whenever there is a conflict between the two laws, the provisions of the RTI Act override those 

of the OSA. 

o Section 22 of the RTI Act states that its provisions will have effect notwithstanding 

anything that is inconsistent with them in the OSA. 

 Recently, the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India (SC) ruled that the office of the 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) would come under the ambit of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI 

Act), as CJI is a public authority under the RTI Act. 

Conclusion 
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The Supreme Court must understand that the judiciary’s track record of transparency is vastly on the 

lower end, when compared to other arms of the state. In today’s world where every public 

institution is striving to become more transparent, the continued resistance from the judiciary to 

making itself transparent in a meaningful manner will have an eroding effect on its legitimacy. 

Being the guiding light of a democratic polity, the judiciary must make way for more transparency 

and become a role model for other institutions to follow the lead. 

To what extent is it justified for the Judges to take up positions in the government post-

retirement? Discuss its impact on impartiality and integrity of the judiciary. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The government on Monday nominated former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi to Rajya Sabha. A 
notification to this effect was issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs. “In exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-clause (a) of clause (1) of article 80 of the Constitution of India, read with clause (3) 
of that article, the President is pleased to nominate Shri Ranjan Gogoi to the Council of States to fill 
the vacancy caused due to the retirement of one of the nominated members,” the notification said. 
Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question aims to ascertain as to what extent the appointment for the Judges to take up positions 
in the government post-retirement justified. One has to explain the impact of such a move upon the 
on impartiality and integrity of the judiciary. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the question. 
Body: 
One can first state the importance of impartiality and integrity to the Judicial system of the country. 
Then explain the scenario of Post Retirement Jobs of Judges; pros and cons associates (Students 
should quote good examples from past to present to justify better) 
Throw light on the inference made by first Law Commission report. 
Discuss the possible conflict of interest associated with such appointments. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions – a middle path that satisfies the impartiality and integrity values 
of the judiciary. 
Introduction: 

The President of India recently nominated ex-Chief Justice of India to the Upper House of the 

Parliament. A petition was recently filed in the Supreme Court conveying “widespread disquiet and 

unease” triggered by the nomination of the former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi to the Rajya 

Sabha. The petition sought the court’s intervention for extending the post-retirement restrictions 

imposed on the office of the Lokpal to former judges as well. 

Body: 

Current scenario: 
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 Under Article 80 of the Constitution, the President can appoint 12 MPs “having special 

knowledge or practical experience in respect of literature, science, art and social service” to the 

Rajya Sabha. 

 Justice Gogoi, the 46th CJI, retired on 17 November 2019, after being at the helm for important 

verdicts that impacted the socio-political milieu of the country — the Ayodhya land dispute 

verdict, the review of women’s entry into Kerala’s Sabarimala Temple, and bringing the office of 

the CJI under the RTI Act. 

 Within five months of his retirement as Chief Justice of India, Justice Ranjan Gogoi has been 

nominated to the Rajya Sabha by the President of India. 

 There is no law or constitutional provision that prohibits such a nomination. Nor is this an 

unprecedented decision by the government. 

 Still, it is not a common practice that a government nominates or appoints a former Supreme 

Court judge or even a high court judge to some office within months of her or his retirement. 

Stand on the Post-retirement job by Government for retired judges: 

 The 16-point code of conduct for judges, also called the “Restatement of Values of Judicial Life” 

is a forgotten code. 

 It was adopted at a Chief Justices Conference in May 1997, the code lays the basis of how post-

retirement conduct ought to be. 

 It states that a judge should practice a degree of aloofness consistent with the dignity of his 

office. 

 It also says that a judge shall not hear and decide a matter in which a member of his family, a 

close relation or a friend is concerned. 

 14th report of the Law Commission of India considered the question of such nominations and 

appointments before forming a negative opinion. 

 The report said it is clearly undesirable that Supreme Court Judges should look forward to other 

Government employment after their retirement. 

 the Law Commission report says, “The Government is a party in a large number of causes [cases] 

in the highest Court and the average citizen may well get the impression, that a judge who might 

look forward to being employed by the Government after his retirement, does not bring to bear 

on his work that detachment of outlook which is expected of a judge in cases in which 

Government is a party.” 

Impact on impartiality and integrity of the judiciary: 

 This code of conduct also lays the basis of how post-retirement conduct ought to be. 

 If a judge after deciding politically sensitive cases involving particular political parties or 

politicians, soon after retirement seeks and gets a plum post such as a Rajya Sabha nomination 

by those very politicians or parties. 

 it would obviously raise serious questions about his or her independence as a judge when he or 

she had decided those cases. 

 If the cooling-off period is not enforced, independence of judiciary comes under scrutiny. 

 Nomination of Justice Gogoi to a Rajya Sabha seat by the government raise serious doubts about 

the fairness of many critical judgments. 

 As for the government, making such an offer to a just-retired CJI is not mere brazenness. 

 It indicates an alarming intention to undermine judicial authority so that the elected executive is 

seen as all-powerful. 
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 If people get the perception that their judges are not entirely and fiercely independent and that 

the government of the day can influence them with post-retirement promises, the credibility of 

the Supreme Court as an institution will shatter. 

 If there is even an iota of doubt in the minds of the litigants that our judges are not independent, 

that is the end of the independent judiciary. 

 With this nomination, even the judgments which Justice Gogoi may have given on sound legal 

footing have now become controversial judgments. 

Need of the hour: 

 There is a creeping worry that post-retirement jobs are a result of pre-retirement judgments. 

 Above all, public confidence in the judiciary cannot be shaken through such appointments. The 

issue needs to be resolved convincingly. 

 Besides, ethics demand that no retired judge of the highest court accepts a post that will room 

to criticism and controversy. 

 Retirement age of judges should be raised to 70 years. 

 They should be given their last salary as pension and not given any post that does not involve 

judicial or quasi-judicial work for at least three years. 

 The post-retirement perks of judges should be identical to the benefits they were being given 

while in service. 

Should death penalty be given no relevance in a progressive and modern international 

era? Analyse amidst the legal remedy that the convicts of Deli gang rape case are 

preparing to avail.  (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Three death row convicts in the December 2012 gang rape and murder case moved the International 
Court of Justice appealing for an urgent hearing to prevent the execution. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer should deliberate if the capital punishment still holds relevance in a progressive and 
modern international era. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly provide for an overview of Death penalty worldwide. 
Body: 
Death penalty is a social condemnation of a person to death who had taken away the life of another 
person in premeditated and gruesome manner without any regard for the life of the victim and 
without any sense of being shameful or mindful of the consequences of his act. 
The answer body should cover the following aspects – 
Discuss the Rarest of the rare case doctrine 
IPC 376A – Rape/Sexual Assault 
Laws other than IPC for Capital Punishment 
Clemency and Mercy Petition in the Indian Constitution 
Who grants pardon? The President? 
Highlights of recent SC judgement on Mercy Plea (Shatrughan Chauhan vs Union of India, the 
ongoing Nirbhaya case). 
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Present your arguments for and against upon the legal remedies being seeked by the convicts of 
Delhi Gang rape case. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion as to what is justified. 
 

Introduction: 

Capital punishment also called as death penalty is the execution of an offender sentenced to death 

after conviction by a court of law. The debate on whether to abolish the death penalty or not, has 

been raging in India and in several other countries for decades. 

Brutal rapes in India have not decreased despite enforcement of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 

2013 which is a piece of legislation which prescribes the death penalty and life imprisonment for 

sexual assaults. No study has shown that the death penalty deters murder more than life 

imprisonment. 

The debate around the death penalty has kicked in again as the four convicts of Nirbhaya Rape case 

are due to be hanged soon. 

Body: 

 

Problems with death penalty: 

 The death penalty is error-ridden. For Instance, Between January 1, 2000 and June 31, 2015, the 

Supreme Court imposed 60 death sentences. It subsequently admitted that it had erred in 15 of 

them (25%). 

 The landmark SC judgment in 2009 in the Santosh Bariyar case in which Justice Sinha went to 

the extent of admitting the undue influence of public opinion in awarding death. Besides citing 

the examples of the Bhagalpur blinding case and the attacks on Kasab’s right to trial in 26/11 

case, the Bariyar verdict pointed to” the danger of capital sentencing becoming a spectacle in 

the media”. 

 The death penalty unfairly targets the poor and marginalised. 
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 The late President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, had once said a study by his office into the background of 

convicts seeking mercy showed “a social and economic bias”. 

 In 2016, National Law University released its Death Penalty Research Project consisting of 

interviews with death row convicts. It found a disproportionate percentage of the convicts 

(80%) were poor, backward castes or from the minorities. 

 Those without capital get the punishment. Penurious prisoners on legal aid get it the most, 

while others with private lawyers remain untouched. 

 Executions occurred in 2 cases for every 1 lakh murders. Such a selection cannot but be 

freakish. 

 Constitutional, legal and policy issues cannot be determined by the victim’s understandable 

hunger for revenge without leading to a frenzy where the death penalty is demanded, as it often 

is, for wholly inappropriate cases (accidental deaths, cheating, etc.). 

Necessity of Death Penalty: 

 The punishment is not arbitrary because, it comes out of a judicial process. To call it arbitrary, 

one has to necessarily prove the process as flawed. 

 It is being implemented in the “rarest of the rare” cases and the fact is during the last 13 years, 

only four people have been executed. 

 The hanging of Ajmal Kasab and Yakub Memon strongly affirms India’s commitment to the 

protection of life. 

 People criticise it on arbitrariness, irreversibility and human rights and these are not valid 

arguments. 

 Its constitutionality is upheld, even in liberal democracies like U.S. It is not reflection of 

uncivilised society. 

 India’s neighbourhood is not peaceful, unlike Scandinavia. 

 It is not in a group of countries, like European Union. 

 India has got troubled borders. Several forces are trying to destabilise the very idea of our 

Nation from across the Border. 

 The sacredness of life can only be seen to be protected, if those who take it away are 

proportionately punished. 

 The need to abolish Death Penalty: 

 It unfairly targets poor and marginalised, that means, those without money & power. 

 Executions occurred in around five cases for every 1 lakh murders and it looks quite arbitrary. It 

depends on judges personal beliefs. 

 India’s murder rate has declined continuously since 1991 and at present the lowest, except for 

1963. 

 Punishment should not imitate crime. 

 As per the recent Death Penalty India Report by the National Law University, Delhi, the structural 

flaws in our criminal procedure and criminal justice system are most pronounced in death 

penalty cases. 

 Most of the civilised world abolished it. Death penalty has not deterred terrorism, murder or 

even theft. 

 From 2000-2015, Supreme Court imposed 60 death sentences and subsequently admitted that it 

had erred in 15 of them. So, it clearly admitted that it has arbitrarily imposed the most extreme 

punishment. 
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 The Police is not known for its probity or efficiency in our Country. 

 Delays in the Criminal Justice System disproportionately affects those, who suffer the tyranny of 

the uncertainty of their life. 

The Law Commission of India has attempted to analyse the need for the death penalty. 

 In its 35th Report correctly called for its retention in order to see its impact on a new republic, 

the more recent 262nd Report could not recommend the punishment’s absolute abolition. 

 Cases of violent terror are constant reminders of the need to protect national stability by 

ensuring appropriate responses to such actions, and the death penalty forms part of the national 

response. 

 It is in this idea that there exists a moral support for the death penalty. A punishment cannot be 

judged by its impact on criminals but by its impact on those who are still innocent etc. 

 In 2015, the Law Commission called for abolition of the death penalty for ordinary crimes, and 

activists continue to argue for abolishing it altogether. Political will in India is still bound by 

populism. 

 However, the provision of hanging to death may be re-considered as “the Constitution of India is 

an organic and compassionate document which recognises the sanctity of flexibility of law as 

situations change with the flux of time.” 

 The fundamental right to life and dignity enshrined under Article 21 of the Constitution also 

means the right to die with dignity. 

 However, the constitutionality of the death penalty will continue to be challenged and, sooner 

or later, the Supreme Court will have to answer whether absence of political will is sufficient 

ground to override the right to life. 

 Conclusion: 

Two-thirds of countries in the world has abolished it. India certainly does not need it as it serves no 

purpose. The evidence is all to the contrary. For deterrence to work, the severity of the punishment 

has to coexist with the certainty and swiftness of the punishment. 

Critically examine the recent judgment on minority rights upholding the West Bengal 

Madrasah Service Commission Act, 2008. Is the judgment contrary to the law? Present 

your viewpoint. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
In the latest judgment on minority rights, a two-judge bench of Justice U.U. Lalit and Justice Arun 
Mishra upheld the West Bengal Board of Madrasah Education Act, 1994, and the West Bengal 
Madrasah Service Commission Act, 2008, both of which take away the autonomy of madrasas in the 
State. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must critically evaluate the judgment and present arguments with suitable justifications. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Briefly bring out the fact that in the last one year, a new trend has emerged in the Supreme Court. 
Smaller benches now do not hesitate to overrule larger benches’ decisions. Increasingly, judicial 
discipline is losing its charm. 
Body: 
Explain that protection of minorities is the hallmark of a civilisation. There is no way that India can 
overcome its developmental challenges by pitting one religious group against another and turning 
some Indians into second-class citizens. 
Discuss the constitutional provisions available to Minorities; Rights under Article 30. 
Present your case with suitable justifications. Explain the nuances of the ongoing case. 
Highlight other judgments in the past to back your opinion. 
Conclusion: 
It is believed that, it would have been much better if the learned judge had relied on Bihar State 
Madrasa Education Board (1990), which he did cite. 
Here, the court had observed that “under the guise of regulating educational standards to secure 
efficiency in institution, the state is not entitled to frame rules or regulations compelling the 
management to surrender its right to administration”. The Chief Justice of India has now referred this 
judgment to a larger bench and one hopes that the apex court will restore the confidence of the 
minorities. 
 

Introduction: 

Minority institutions have the fundamental right under Article 30 of the Constitution to establish and 

administer their educational institutions according to their choice. However, they cannot ignore the 

regulations recommended by the state. In the latest judgment on minority rights, a two-judge bench 

of Justice U.U. Lalit and Justice Arun Mishra upheld the West Bengal Board of Madrasah Education 

Act, 1994, and the West Bengal Madrasah Service Commission Act, 2008, both of which take away 

the autonomy of madrasas in the State. The appointment of teachers in these theological 

institutions shall now be made by a board nominated by the government. 

Body: 

Importance of minority rights: 

 Protection of minorities is the hallmark of a civilisation. 

 Lord Acton added another dimension to this when he said: “The most certain test by which we 

judge whether a country is really free is the amount of security enjoyed by minorities.” 

 The minorities in general, and Muslims in particular, accepted the pledge of Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel that “our mission is to satisfy every interest and safeguard the interests of all the 

minorities to their satisfaction”. 

 Accordingly, special safeguards were guaranteed to the minorities and incorporated under 

Article 30 with a view to instil in them a sense of confidence and security. 

 However, due to recent developments, this confidence stands eroded even though, in the 

Keshavananda Bharati case (1973), minority rights were held to be part of the basic structure of 

the Constitution. 

The Judgement upheld the following provisions of the Act: 

 As per Section 10 of the West Bengal Madrasah Service Commission Act, 2008, all appointments 

of teachers to the religious schools are to be recommended by the commission and the 

management committee shall be bound by such recommendations. 
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 Section 11 says that anyone appointed in contravention of this Act shall not be considered a 

teacher and such an appointment shall be invalid. 

 Section 12 empowers the government to deny grants to the schools that refuse to make 

appointments in accordance with such recommendations. Further, government recognition and 

affiliation of such schools can be withdrawn. 

Is the judgment contrary to the law? 

No: 

 The latest judgment notes that in 2019, a three-judge bench gave the Sikh minority institutions 

of West Bengal the right to appoint teachers. 

 A nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court explicitly held that minority institutions have the right 

to choose their teachers. 

 In M.A. Pai (2003) case, an 11-judge bench reiterated that the management of minority 

institutions should have freedom in day-to-day affairs of the institutions, for example, in 

appointment of teaching and non-teaching staff and administrative control. However, minimum 

qualifications, experience and other conditions may be fixed by the government. 

Yes:  

 Justice Lalit, who authored the latest judgment, did refer to the Kerala Education Bill case (1957) 

of the Supreme Court but he overlooked the fact that a seven-judge bench had held that “the 

dominant word in Article 30 is ‘choice’ and the content of the right under that Article is as wide 

as the choice of a particular minority community will make it.” 

 Every minority community can thus make a choice in respect of its relationship with the 

government, the courses taught and the day to day administration, including the right to select 

its teachers. 

 Further the judgement goes against the spirit of Sidharjbhai (1963) case, a six-judge bench of 

the Supreme Court observed that every government regulation in respect of a minority 

institution shall be valid only when it satisfies the dual test, i.e., 

 It is regulative and not destructive of the organization’s minority character and 

 It makes the minority institution an effective vehicle of minority education. 

 Framers of the Constitution in their wisdom did not include any restrictions under Article 30 

(unlike in the case of other fundamental rights). 

 Hence, the Article 30 right is absolute though minority institutions are very much subject to 

health, sanitary and municipal regulations. 

Conclusion: 

The Chief Justice of India has now referred this judgment to a larger bench and one hopes that the 

apex court will restore the confidence of the minorities. 

A dysfunctional judicial delivery system is a serious impediment to establishing the rule 

of law in our nation. Examine the statement in the context of the problem of case 

pendency and judicial vacancies in India.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question examines the factors that have let the Indian judiciary system remain a dysfunctional 
system of justice delivery. 
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Key demand of the question: 
Present the case of the problem of case pendency and judicial vacancies in India, explain how it 
renders the entire system to be dysfunctional and marred with problems. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain why ours is a dysfunctional judicial delivery system. 
Body: 
Bring out the facts to present the current picture of judiciary. 
Mention the important issues related to dysfunctional judicial system and explain the reason behind 
the problem of case pendency and judicial vacancies. 
Present recent examples highlighting the above scenario. 
Provide the probable solutions to deal with the problem. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable suggestions and solutions to address the issue. 
 

Introduction: 

The justice system in any democracy is set up, under the Constitution to serve the public without 

“fear or favour, affection or ill-will” as far as judges are concerned. The Indian Judiciary plays an 

increasingly important role in the life and the governance of this country. Pendency of cases across 

courts in India has increased in the last decade. 

Body: 

Reasons for pendency of Cases: 

 Shortage of judges: around 5,580 or 25% of posts are lying empty in the subordinate courts. It 

leads to poor Judges to Population Ratio, as India has only 20 judges per million population. 

Earlier, Law Commission had recommended 50 judges per million. 

 Frequent adjournments: The laid down procedure of allowing a maximum of three 

adjournments per case is not followed in over 50 per cent of the matters being heard by courts, 

leading to rising pendency of cases. 

 Low budgetary allocation leading to poor infrastructure: India spends only about 0.09% of its 

GDP to maintain the judicial infrastructure. Infrastructure status of lower courts of the country is 

miserably grim due to which they fail to deliver quality judgements. A 2016 report published by 

the Supreme Court showed that existing infrastructure could accommodate only 15,540 judicial 

officers against the all-India sanctioned strength of 20,558. 

 Burden of government cases: Statistics provided by LIMBS shows that the Centre and the States 

were responsible for over 46% of the pending cases in Indian courts. 

 Special leave petition: cases in the Supreme Court, currently comprises to 40% of the court’s 

pendency. Which eventually leads to reduced time for the cases related to constitutional issues. 

 Judges Vacation: Supreme Court’s works on average for 188 days a year, while apex court rules 

specify minimum of 225 days of work. 

 Lack of court management systems: Courts have created dedicated posts for court managers to 

help improve court operations, optimise case movement and judicial time. However only few 

courts have filled up such posts so far. 
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 Inefficient investigation: Police are quite often handicapped in undertaking effective 

investigation for want of modern and scientific tools to collect evidences. 

 Increasing Literacy: With people becoming more aware of their rights and the obligations of the 

State towards them, they approach the courts more frequently in case of any violation 

Impacts of Judicial Pendency 

 Denial of ‘timely justice’ amounts to denial of ‘justice’ itself: Timely disposal of cases is 

essential to maintain rule of law and provide access to justice. Speedy trial is a part of right to 

life and liberty guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 Erodes social infrastructure: a weak judiciary has a negative effect on social development, which 

leads to: lower per capita income; higher poverty rates; poorer public infrastructure; and, higher 

crime rates. 

 Affects human rights: Overcrowding of the prisons, already infrastructure deficient, in some 

cases beyond 150% of the capacity, results in “violation of human rights”. 

 Affects the economy of the country as it was estimated that judicial delays cost India around 

1.5% of its Gross Domestic Product annually. 

 As per the Economic Survey 2017-18, pendency hampers dispute resolution, contract 

enforcement, discourage investments, stall projects, hamper tax collection and escalate legal 

costs which lead to Increasing cost of doing business. 

 Measures needed: 

 Improving infrastructure for quality justice: The Parliamentary Standing Committee which 

presented its report on Infrastructure Development and Strengthening of Subordinate Courts, 

suggested: 

 States should provide suitable land for construction of court buildings etc. It should undertake 

vertical construction in light of shortage of land. 

 Timeline set out for computerisation of all the courts, as a necessary step towards setting up of 

e- courts. 

 Addressing the Issue of Vacancies: Ensure the appointments of the judges be done in an 

efficient way by arriving at an optimal judge strength to handle the cases pending in the system. 

The 120th Law Commission of India report for the first time, suggested a judge strength fixation 

formula. 

 Supreme Court and High Courts should appoint efficient and experienced judges as Ad-hoc 

judges in accordance with the Constitution. 

 All India Judicial Service, which would benefit the subordinate judiciary by increasing quality of 

judges and help reduce the pendency. 

 Having a definite time frame to dispose the cases by setting annual targets and action plans for 

the subordinate judiciary and the High Courts. The judicial officers could be issued a strict code 

of conduct, to ensure that the duties are adequately performed by the officials. 
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 Strict regulation of adjournments and imposition of exemplary costs for seeking it on flimsy 

grounds especially at the trial stage and not permitting dilution of time frames specified in Civil 

Procedure Code. 

 Better Court Management System & Reliable Data Collection: For this categorization of cases 

on the basis of urgency and priority along with bunching of cases should be done. 

 Use of Information technology (IT) solutions: The use of technology for tracking and monitoring 

cases and in providing relevant information to make justice litigant friendly. A greater impetus 

should be given to 

 Process reengineering: Involves redesigning of core business processes to achieve dramatic 

improvements in productivity and quality by incorporating the use of technology in court rules. 

It will include: 

 Electronic filing of cases: e-Courts are a welcome step in this direction, as they give case status 

and case history of all the pending cases across High courts and Subordinate courts bringing ease 

of access to information. 

 Revamping of National Judicial Data Grid by introducing a new type of search known as elastic 

search, which is closer to the artificial intelligence. 

 Alternate dispute resolution (ADR): As stated in the Conference on National Initiative to Reduce 

Pendency and Delay in Judicial System- Legal Services Authorities should undertake pre-litigation 

mediation so that the inflow of cases into courts can be regulated. 

o The Lok Adalat should be organized regularly for settling civil and family matters. 

o Gram Nyayalayas, as an effective way to manage small claim disputes from rural areas 

which will help in decreasing the workload of the judicial institution. 

o Village Legal Care & Support Centre can also be established by the High Courts to work 

at grass root level to make the State litigation friendly. 

Conclusion: 

The fundamental requirement of a good judicial administration is accessibility, affordability and 

speedy justice, which will not be realized until and unless the justice delivery system is made within 

the reach of the individual in a time bound manner and within a reasonable cost. Therefore, 

continuous formative assessment is the key to strengthen and reinforce the justice delivery system 

in India. 

What is Section 188 of the CrPC? Why is it imposed? Discuss, also present the concerns 

associated with its misuse.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 lays down punishment as per Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860, for flouting orders issued by various state governments to contain the spread of COVID-19. 
Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss the Imposition, concerns on section 188 of CrPC and measures to prevent its 
misuse. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly state what Section 188 of the CrPC is. 
Body: 
Section 188 relates to Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant. 
It says violators can be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
month or with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 
and if such disobedience causes or tends to cause danger to human life, health or safety, or causes or 
tends to cause a riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
both. 
Discuss the concerns associated in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with measures to prevent the misuse of it. 
Introduction: 

Section 188 of the CrPC relates to Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant. 

The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 lays down punishment as per Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code, 

1860, for flouting orders issued by various state governments to contain the spread of COVID-19. 

Body: 

Provisions of Section 188 of IPC:  

 It says violators can be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 

month or with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both; 

 and if such disobedience causes or tends to cause danger to human life, health or safety, or 

causes or tends to cause a riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one 

thousand rupees, or with both. 

Reasons for its imposition: 

 In the past, the Act has been routinely enforced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of 

diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. 

 Its penal provisions are currently being invoked by states to contain the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 On March 11, the World Health Organization (WHO) asked governments to take action to 

prevent transmission at the community level for reducing the epidemic to manageable clusters– 

thus flattening the trajectory of cases from a sharp bell curve to an elongated speed-bump-like 

curve. 

Concerns related to the misuse: 

 The problem arises when such laws having extra-territorial application are sought to be enforced 

and the investigation requires the fugitive to be arrested and brought before the court. 

 Since the courts have made it abundantly clear that they are not concerned with the procedure 

which led to the accused being present in court, and it wouldn’t matter to them, even if the 

accused was brought to court involuntarily or under illegal arrest. 
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 There arises a question as to whether there should be a check on the arrests made on foreign 

soil by the Indian authorities, with a view to curb illegal arrests which are a violation of 

customary international law. 

 Against the backdrop of the dichotomy which Indian jurisprudence identifies between inquiry 

and investigation, where, a Central Government sanction is required for the former, but is not 

required for the latter. 

 The problem arises because the law does not mandate sanctions for the investigating agencies, 

and such agencies cannot enjoy unfettered discretion in conducting investigations abroad. 

Measures undertaken: 

 This gap was bridged when the Ministry of Home Affairs came up with a set of comprehensive 

guidelines in 1996, especially for police officers sent abroad for investigating. 

 However, most of the agencies were either not aware of these guidelines, or they did not follow 

it. This resulted in a lot of administrative inefficacies in conducting investigations. 

 The guidelines were then revised in 2007. The investigation agencies, as per the 2007 guidelines, 

now require the approval of the International Police Cooperation Cell of the Central Bureau of 

Investigation, and the Ministry of Home Affairs (‘MHA’) before conducting investigations aboard. 

Conclusion: 

As highlighted in the case of Muhammad Shameer Ali v. State of Kerala, it also keeps a check on 

illegal arrests, and targeted frivolous investigations at the same time. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.  Statutory, regulatory and 

various quasi-judicial bodies 

Bring out the Controversies and issues surrounding independence and misuse of 

Enforcement Directorate while suggesting ways to address them. (250 words) 
Reference:  Live Mint 
Why this question: 
Yes Bank founder Rana Kapoor was recently placed under arrest by the Enforcement Directorate. 
Thus the question aims to bring out the Controversies and issues surrounding independence and 
misuse of Enforcement Directorate. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the Controversies and issues surrounding independence and misuse of 
Enforcement Directorate and suggest ways to address them. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain about ED. 
Body: 
It is a Multi-Disciplinary Organization mandated with the task of enforcing the provisions of two 
special fiscal laws – Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA).  
Discuss briefly the powers, functions and composition of ED. 
Account on the concerns surrounding its functions and misuse of power of the directorate. 
Suggest solutions to address the issue. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude with solutions to overcome the challenges associated and ensure swift functioning of the 
directorate. 
Introduction 

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) was established in 1956. ED is responsible for enforcement of the 

Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and certain provisions under the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. Its Headquarters is situated at New Delhi. 

Body 

 Composition of ED 

The Directorate of Enforcement, with its Headquarters at New Delhi is headed by the Director of 

Enforcement. There are five Regional offices at Mumbai, Chennai, Chandigarh, Kolkata and Delhi 

headed by Special Directors of Enforcement. Zonal Offices of the Directorate are headed by a Joint 

Director. 

The officers are appointed from Indian Revenue Service, Indian Corporate Law Service, Indian Police 

Service and Administrative Services. 

Functions of ED 

 ED investigates suspected violations of the provisions of the FEMA. Suspected violations 

includes, non-realization of export proceeds, “hawala transactions”, purchase of assets abroad, 

possession of foreign currency in huge amount, non-repatriation of foreign exchange, foreign 

exchange violations and other forms of violations under FEMA. 

 ED collects, develops and disseminates intelligence information related to violations of FEMA, 

1999. The ED receives the intelligence inputs from Central and State Intelligence agencies, 

complaints etc. 

 ED has the power to attach the asset of the culprits found guilty of violation of FEMA. 

“Attachment of the assets” means prohibition of transfer, conversion, disposition or movement 

of property by an order issued under Chapter III of the Money Laundering Act [Section 2(1) (d)]. 

 To undertake, search, seizure, arrest, prosecution action and survey etc. against offender of 

PMLA offence. 

 To provide and seek mutual legal assistance to/from respective states in respect of 

attachment/confiscation of proceeds of crime and handed over the transfer of accused persons 

under Money Laundering Act. 

 To settle cases of violations of the erstwhile FERA, 1973 and FEMA, 1999 and to decide penalties 

imposed on conclusion of settlement proceedings. 

 ED is playing a very crucial role in fighting the menace of corruption in the country. 

Issues surrounding ED’s Independence 

 Tool for Political Vendetta: The governments of the day have been accused of brazenly using 

agencies like the ED, CBI to settle their own political scores. 

o There are concerns of Enforcement Directorate’s powers being misused to harass 

political opponents and intimidating them. 

o It is said that “Cases and probe agencies spring out of cold storage before elections, 

and turn cold soon after”. 
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o Many have held the agencies’ moves as motivated, aimed at tilting the scales in 

favor of the incumbent government, done also through selective leaks by the 

agencies to browbeat political opponents. 

 The Investigation by ED is bound within the territory of India, while several high profile offenders 

have fled the country. 

 There is also a problem of manpower and intelligence gathering in Enforcement Directorate, 

that leads to delay in timely identification and prosecution of offenders. 

Solution to address the issues 

 Dedicated Fund and Grant for the agency to ensure its independent functioning. 

 Separate Recruitment for Enforcement Directorate on the lines of Civil Services. 

 A separate Academy for training the manpower and to instill the right values and virtues in the 

functioning is needed. 

o To Act without malice, prejudice or bias, and not allow the abuse of power. 

 More powers to ED: Under the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, ED can now confiscate 

properties of offenders outside India, which may not be ‘proceeds of crime’. 

 Separate wings within ED for intelligence, surveillance and investigation can bring more 

efficiency. 

 Standard Training from time to time, to sharpen the investigative skills, and learning from global 

best practices. 

Conclusion 

As a premier financial investigation agency of the Government of India, the Enforcement Directorate 

must function in strict compliance with the Constitution and Laws of India. It must endeavor to 

establish and maintain high professional standards and credibility. 

Bring out the need for complete revamp of NHRC to make it more effective and a 

watchdog of human right violations in the country while discussing the challenges 

involved. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author talks about the need to giving Human Rights Commissions more teeth amidst the pending 
case before the High Court of Madras that has assumed great significance.  
Key demand of the question: 
The answer should explain the need for complete revamp of NHRC to make it more effective while 
discussing the challenges involved. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly talk about the coming of NHRC, its objective, roles and responsibilities. 
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Body: 
NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per provisions of 
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 
An important facet of institutions in a healthy, functioning democracy is the existence of regulatory 
mechanisms that keep power in check. Then explain that Perhaps that is why NHRC remains the 
target of successive political dispensations that are eager to escape accountability.  
List down the issues concerning the functioning of NHRC, the lacunae. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India is an autonomous public body constituted 

on 12 October 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Ordinance of 28 September 1993. It was 

given a statutory basis by the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (TPHRA). The NHRC is the 

National Human Rights Commission of India, responsible for the protection and promotion of human 

rights, defined by the Act as “rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual 

guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the International Covenants”. 

Body: 

In February 2019, the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), a UN body 

based in Geneva, re-accredited India’s apex rights watchdog with the ‘A’ status, a perfect score. 

The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill 2019 passed in Lok Sabha. The bill aims 

to accelerate the process of appointment of chairperson and members of the National Human 

Rights Commission (NHRC). It amends the Protection of Human Rights Act,1993 and intends 

to make the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) more inclusive and efficient. 

Major issues tackled by NHRC are as follows 

 Custodial Torture 

 Right to Work and Labour Rights 

 Extrajudicial Killings 

 Arbitrary Arrest and Detention 

 Excessive Powers of the Armed Forces and the Police 

 Sexual Violence 

 Conflict-Induced Internal Displacement 

 Child Labour 

 Manual Scavenging 

 Violence and discrimination against Women, Children 

 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Rights 

 Problems faced by Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, Religious Minorities, Persons with 

Disabilities 

Challenges of NHRC: 

 In the process of selection of the members of the Commission, the Chairman is not consulted. 

 Because of certain weakness in the Act, at times the Commission feels the need for the 

amendments. But the Commission has constraints in doing so. 
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 The selection committee tasked with appointing the chairperson and the members to the 

Commission is dominated by the representatives of the State itself. 

 It consists of the prime minister, home minister, Leaders of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha, the Lok Sabha Speaker and the Deputy-Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. Thus, this 

creates a conflict of interest. 

 Another major weakness of the Commission is that it does not have powers to investigate armed 

forces, BSF or any other paramilitary forces. 

 Finally, NHRC is only an investigative and recommendatory body. It does not have power of 

prosecution. Section 18 of the Protection of Human Rights Act empowers the Human Rights 

Commission to “recommend” to the concerned government to take appropriate actions. 

 It is dependent on the Government for manpower and money. The Central Government shall 

pay to the Commission by way of grants such sums of money as it may consider fit. 

Way forward: 

 The first step in strengthening the Human rights framework in India, the recommendations of 

NHRC can be made binding. 

 The effectiveness of commissions will be greatly enhanced if their decisions are immediately 

made enforceable by the government. 

 The Human Rights Commission has the powers of a civil court, and proceedings before it are 

deemed to be judicial proceedings. 

 This provides strong reasons for human rights commissions to be treated as quasi-judicial, and 

like other tribunals, their recommendations should be binding upon the state (unless 

challenged). 

 A large number of human rights violations occur in areas where there is insurgency and internal 

conflict. Not allowing NHRC to independently investigate complaints against the military and 

security forces only compounds the problems and furthers cultures of impunity. It is essential 

that commission is able to summons witnesses and documents. 

 As non-judicial member positions are increasingly being filled by ex-bureaucrats, credence is 

given to the contention that NHRC is more an extension of the government, rather than 

independent agency exercising oversight. If it is to play a meaningful role in society, it must 

include civil society human rights activists as members. Many activists have the knowledge and 

on-the-ground experience of contemporary trends in the human rights movement to be an asset 

to the Commission. 

 NHRC needs to develop an independent cadre of staff with appropriate experience. This 

problem can be rectified by employing specially recruited and qualified staff to help clear the 

heavy inflow of complaints. 

Conclusion: 

In this context, the Human Rights Commissions aims to ensure the full realization of the 

constitutional commitment to protecting human rights and act as protector for citizens against 

arbitrary state action. It is therefore clear that in determining the powers of autonomous bodies 

such as the Human Rights Commission, the role that fourth branch institutions are expected to play 

in the constitutional scheme is significant. And lastly, the Human Rights Commission has the powers 

of a civil court, and proceedings before it is deemed to be judicial proceedings. This provides strong 

reasons for its findings to be treated at the very least as quasi-judicial, and binding upon the state 

(unless challenged). In sum, the crucial role played by a Human Rights Commission and the 
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requirement of state accountability in a democracy committed to a ‘culture of justification’ strongly 

indicates that the Commission’s recommendations should be binding upon the state. 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

Is state funding of elections possible in India? What are its pros and cons? Elaborate. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The debate on state funding on election has recently been revived particularly with the Election 
Commission informing the Government that it is not in favour of state funding of elections. The 
Election commission is of the view that it would not be able to prohibit or check candidates‟ 
expenditure over and above the state’s provision. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is about discussing the possibility and effect of state funding of elections in India and its 
pros and cons. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what is – State funding of elections. 
Body: 
Highlight about State funding of elections; brief history of the origin of the idea, its evolutions etc. 
The state funding of polls was recommended by the Indrajit Gupta Committee in 1998. The 
committee had suggested that state funding would ensure a level playing field for poorer political 
parties and argued that such a move would be in public interest. List out the merits of such a concept. 
Then move onto state that despite having some positive offshoot, the proposal is more unlikely to 
curtail the menace of corruption and it has too many systemic and other grey areas(state these cons) 
Discuss what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the success of state funding depends on a strong regulatory framework, stringent 
punishments, a quick and effective judicial system, an alert and demanding electorate, a broad 
consensus on political ethics—all of which we woefully lack. 
 

Introduction: 

State or public funding of elections means that government gives funds to political parties or 

candidates for contesting elections. Its main purpose is to make it unnecessary for contestants to 

take money from powerful moneyed interests so that they can remain clean. The Election 

Commission of India has informed the Government that it is not in favour of state funding of 

elections. 

Body: 

Importance of state funding of elections: 

 Indian elections cost huge sums of money. 
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 This money can hardly come from retail contributions of political-party sympathisers. It has to 

come from big corporate houses. 

 But, contributions from corporate houses are largely from undeclared income and, hence, the 

contribution is not recorded. 

 As long as India’s politics is systemically dependent on unaccounted money for its finances, 

there can be no decisive political will to eradicate black money. 

 Political parties spend huge amounts in election years but report income that is only a fraction of 

what they spend. When the bulk of their spending is financed by unaccounted income, it 

compromises the integrity of governance, corrupts the civil service, promotes crony capitalism 

and makes managing the government a decisive core competence of entrepreneurship. 

 All this will change only if the sources of political funding are made fully transparent. 

Pros of state funding of elections: 

 Political parties and candidates need money for their electoral campaigns, to keep contacts with 

their constituencies, to prepare policy decisions and to pay professional staff. Therefore, public 

funding is a natural and necessary cost of democracy. 

 In theory, State funding would provide a level playing field for political parties and cut out 

money power from the equation, but in practice, things may not work out so linearly. India 

collects only about 16% of GDP as a tax. 

 Public funding can increase transparency in party and candidate finance and thereby help curb 

corruption. 

 In societies where many citizens are under or just above the poverty line, they cannot be 

expected to donate large amounts of money to political parties or candidates. 

 If parties and candidates receive at least a basic amount of money from the State the country 

could have a functioning multi-party system without people having to give up their scarce 

resources. 

Challenges posed by state funding of elections: 

 Those against this idea wonder how a Government that is grappling with deficit budgets, can 

provide money to political parties to contest elections. 

 They also warn that state funding would encourage every second outfit to get into the political 

arena merely to avail of state funds. 

 Also, given that state expenditure on key social sectors such as primary healthcare is “pitifully 

small”, the very idea of the Government giving away money to political parties to contest polls, 

is revolting. 

 The funds that a political party advances to its party candidates in an election vary from one 

candidate to another, and there is much variation across political parties in this regard. 

 Assuming that there are five contending candidates in a constituency, and even if each one of 

them does not spend as much, but just half of their elected counterpart, an amount of about 

₹15 crore will be spent in each constituency, which with about 4,215 MLAs in India works out to 

an about ₹13,000 crore per annum. 

 While the legal limit that a Lok Sabha candidate can spend is ₹70 lakh, a victorious candidate on 

an average does not spend less than ₹10 crore for the purpose. Suppose we assume again an 

average of five candidates per constituency, and halving the amount to losers, about ₹30 crore 

will be spent in each Lok Sabha constituency, and given 543 members of the Lok Sabha, about 

₹3,300 crore per annum. 
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 Then there are elections to the Upper Houses, both at the Centre and in some States, and the 

local governing bodies. Hence, it is argued that public funding places unnecessary burden on the 

exchequer. 

Measures to ensure transparency in electoral funding: 

 In India, the main reason for the prevalence of black money in election spending is the 

unrealistically low limits set by the Election Commission of India on campaign spending by 

political parties and candidates. More realistic campaign spending limits should be set. 

 Part-public funding of election campaigns is a practice in some countries. e.g. United States and 

Britain. We could have our own version. 

 The strict monitoring of expenditure by political parties and their functionaries at every level, 

starting with the panchayat, polling booth area and municipal ward should be done. 

 Every party should disclose its expenditure every month at every level. 

 This should be open to challenge by rival parties, media, etc. 

 The Election Commission could determine the actual expenditure and ask the parties to show 

the source of income. 

 Parties will have to collect money in the open. 

 These steps will ensure transparency. 

Way Forward: 

 A party’s expenditure limit should be 50% or less of the combined maximum spend prescribed 

for all of its candidates. 

 Individual spending needs to be capped based on whether a candidate has stood for an 

assembly or a general election. 

 Anonymous donations should be limited to 20% of a party’s total collections. 

“In spite of numerous initiatives in use by the Election Commission of India, the 

electoral politics suffers ‘voter bribing’ and ‘hate speeches’ in the country”. Critically 

analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author narrates a detailed view on the electoral reforms and the lacunae that the reforms have 
with it and what needs to be done. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must critically analyse the loopholes in the reforms that the election commission has 
been suggesting or trying to inculcate. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly provide status of the elections in the country. For example with elections becoming expensive, 
most parties have sought to field richer candidates irrespective of their merit in representing public 
interest. 
Body: 
Discuss some of the key regulations pointed out by the election commission. 
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Explain the reforms that have been planned so far. 
ECI is considering tightening ways to cap the expenditure of parties, as it should provide a more level 
playing field. But this can be meaningful only if there is more transparency. 
The ECI has also suggested bringing social media and print media under the “silent period” ambit 
after campaigning ends. 
Regulating social media will be difficult and it remains to be seen how the ECI will implement this. 
Discuss the effect of voter bribing and hate speeches over the reforms and how they pose hurdles. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suggestions and recommendations to overcome the situation. 
 

Introduction 

A free, fair and unbiased electoral process along with greater citizen participation is fundamental to 

safeguarding the values of a democracy. Unfortunately, Indian electoral system is grappling with 

certain issues which have eroded the trust of many people in the country such as role of black 

money, issues related to power of Election commission of India (ECI), criminality in politics etc. 

Body 

Problems of Electoral Politics 

 Voter Bribing 

 Increasingly, parties have resorted to bribing voters in the form of money and other 

commodities in return for votes, and while the ECI has tried to warn outfits or in some 

cases postponed polls, these have not deterred them. 

 No Financial accountability 

 Opacity in donations: Political parties receive majority of their funds through 

anonymous donations (approximately 70%) through unknown sources as per ADR. 

 Without proper financial accountability, there will be large scale voter bribing that will 

go unnoticed in most cases. For instance, Vellore General Elections were postponed 

after a large amount of unaccounted money was unearthed by officials in 2019. 

 Increasing trend: According to Election Commission (EC) data compiled over the span of 2019 

election season, seizures of illicit intoxicants, cash and gold have been vastly higher than before. 

 Cash seizures were up 181.3 %, while alcohol volumes have risen 9% and narcotic 

quantities have shot up 355.6% in five years. 

 The value of all the bottles of liquor, packets of narcotics, wads of currency and biscuits 

of shiny metal in electoral service recovered by the authorities is estimated at ₹3,458.7 

crore, several times what was seized during the general elections of 2014. 

 Lack of transparency: Despite provisions under section 29 of RPA, 1951, parties do not submit 

their annual audit reports to the Election Commission. Parties have also defied that they come 

under the ambit of RTI act. EC does not have the power to deregister a party for financial 

misgivings. 
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 Culture of Freebies: Political parties promise many freebies in their manifesto to woe the voters. 

However, it is unclear how this will be financed and accounted for. This is also a sort of passive 

voter bribing that must be discouraged. 

 Lack of action against bribes: The EC sought insertion of a new section, 58B, to RPA, 1951 to 

enable it to take action if parties bribe voters of a constituency, which has not come to light. 

 Hate Speech 

 Ineffective Model Code of Conduct: MCC says, “no party or candidate shall include in 

any activity which may aggravate existing differences or create mutual hatred or cause 

tension between different castes and communities, religious or linguistic”. 

 However, this widely remains ineffective, as MCC is not justiciable. 

 Communal Politics: Communal rhetoric during elections revives the centuries-old 

schisms that democracy has been unable to heal. 

 Thus, election campaigns in India often focus on protecting or re-establishing 

community identity or on fomenting fear of its loss. 

 Targeted propaganda: Democracy has been reduced to an advertisement campaign. The 

business conglomerates owned or tied up with political parties influence the views of 

the people by targeting their audience. Algorithmic filtering have created the cycle of 

enforcing and reinforcing belief systems and ensuring that we don’t open our minds to 

diverse opinions. 

 Election Manipulation: The issue of fake news has turned out to be a global menace. It 

has its role in deciding result of elections (Example: USA) to polarization of societies to 

communal riots to even crumbling the economies. Tolerance and harmony are victims of 

the new social media age. 

In times when hate speech is used during elections, the ECI has only managed to rap the offending 

candidates or party spokespersons on the knuckles but stricter norms including disqualification of 

the candidate would be needed for true deterrence. 

Reforms Needed 

 A better and more effective approach to limit the influence of hoaxes on WhatsApp and other 

platforms is to increase media literacy. Observing the silent period of 48 hours before the 

election day. 

 Model Code of Conduct : In 2019 central elections, Supreme court rebuked ECI for not taking 

action against violations of MCC. Post his ECI banned political actors from campaigning for a 

given duration under its powers given by Article 324. ECI also postponed the elections in Vellore 

constituency to curb electoral corruption under. 

 The government should bring out a policy framework on the possible harm due to the internet 

messaging platforms to engage at a deeper level. 

 Government of India could partner with local news groups to further educate citizens on how to 

identify real news from fake news. 

 Press Council of India, a regulatory body, can warn, admonish or censure the newspaper, the 

news agency, the editor or the journalist or disapprove the conduct of the editor or the 

journalist if it finds that a newspaper or a news agency has violated journalistic ethics. 
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 Raise awareness and educate voters: Public information campaigns and voter education 

programs provide accurate information that dispel myths and misconceptions. Such efforts can 

help voters identify and address intolerance in their own lives and recognize and resist hate 

speech purveyed by officials, candidates and their supporters, and the media. Longer-term civic 

education is also important to raising civic literacy levels and reducing the public’s vulnerability 

to hate speech and calls to violence. 

Conclusion 

To rid ourselves of the problem, however, we cannot rely on the conscience of politicians. 

It’s ultimately for voters to send them a clear signal that their votes cannot be bought. Also, there is 

a need for political will to bring in reforms, so that democracy in India is not only procedural but also 

substantive in nature. Free and fair elections cannot happen if political outcomes are determined by 

the money and muscle power of candidates or encouraging hate speech and pitting one community 

against the other. This discourages genuine candidates from contesting, and winning elections. 

Election Commission must be strengthened and it’s role must be enhanced to achieve the objective 

of free and fair elections. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

The extensive practice of sex-selective abortion has created demographic costs in the 

country, Deliberate if the legal methods alone are adequate in eradicating sex-selective 

abortions. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article presents a case of infanticide in Tamil Nadu’s Usilampatti, which is historically notorious 
for its crude methods of killing female babies. In this region, there is an inhuman practice of feeding 
female infants with toxic milk. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the causes of sex selective abortions in the country, in what way the legal 
methods alone won’t suffice to eradicate the sex selective abortions. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly present the scenario. 
Body: 
Explain what the causes of sex-selective abortions in India are. 
Son meta preferences, daughters being seen as burden on financial aspects, marriage in India is 
typically patrilocal. 
Discuss the initiatives taken by the government in this direction. 
Suggest possible solutions for ending India’s sex-selective abortion crisis. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it is time for the government to ramp up awareness building exercises, and this time 
use technology to monitor every single pregnant woman right down to taluk levels until at least one 
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year after birth. While punitive aspects might offer a measure of deterrence, true change can only be 
brought about by a change in attitude. 
 

Introduction 

In the Population Census of 2011 it was revealed that the population ratio in India 2011 is 940 

females per 1000 of males. In states like Bihar it is 806 and 840 in Tamil Nadu. The main reason for 

this dichotomy is the preference for male child in India, causing sex-selective abortion and female 

infanticides. 

The PC-PNDT (Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostics Technique) Act was enacted on 20 

September 1994 with the intent to prohibit prenatal diagnostic techniques for determination of the 

sex of the foetus leading to female foeticide. It was to safeguard the girl child. Unfortunately, both 

sex-selective abortion and female infanticide cases are still continuing in some parts of India, 

illegally. 

Body 

Causes of Sex Selective Abortions 

Due to a strong, culturally-rooted preference for sons in many parts of the world, millions of girls 

have been selectively aborted merely because their parents had wanted a boy instead. 

 Preference for male child: As per the UNFPA Report, Indian parents after a first born female 

have resorted to sex selective abortions to ensure birth of male child. This has led to neglect of 

the girl chiildren and sometimes even abandonment. 

 Strong Patriarchal Culture: The notion of society that a male child as the rightful heir of the 

family still continues to exist. 

 Girl Child seen as a burden: The raising of a girl child is seen in monetary terms, starting from 

education to marriage. This has created nearly 21 million “unwanted girls” in India as per the 

Economic Survey of 2018. 

 Prestige: Birth of a male child is a matter of prestige and celebration vis-a-vis a girl child. 

 Son-meta preference: Parents continue to have children until they have the desired number of 

sons. The extent of the problem can be measured when one considers that the sex ratio of last 

birth (females per 100 births) has merely changed from 39.5% to 39% between 2005-06 and 

2015-16. 

Demographic Costs 

According to the World Health Organization, the biologically determined natural sex ratio at birth is 

1.05 boy for every girl. The Economic survey 2018 points out that in India, the sex ratio of the last 

child has been skewed in favour of the male child all throughout – for first-born, it is 1.82, 1.55 for 

second born, 1.65 for third child and so on. 

 The phenomenon of unwanted girls, leading to lower educational opportunities to women. 

 Continuation of gender based violence and lack of reproductive rights for women. 

 Dependence of women on male counterparts and burden of unpaid care and household 

responsibilities. 

The above factors are the consequences of social preference for male child that has led to 

disempowerment of women and discrimination against a girl child. 
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Initiatives taken by the government 

Apart from the legal and punitive measures under law against female foeticide, a behavioural 

change is needed to ensure gender equality. The following were taken up by the government. 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao: Beti Bachao Beti Padhao was unleashed with an objective of 

addressing the declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) and other issues related to the women 

empowerment. 

o To help remove gender based discrimination and elimination 

o To protect and girl child 

o To provide the girl child with education and enabling her participation 

 Balika Samriddhi Yojana: Designed to provide financial support to young girls and their mother 

who fall below the poverty line, the scheme’s key objective is improvement of their status within 

the society, raising the marriageable age for the girls and improve the enrollment and retention 

of girl students in schools 

 Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana: The scheme secures the future of girl children, by encouraging 

parents to build a fund, to meet the expenditure for the education and marriage of their girl 

child 

 CBSE Udaan Scheme : This scheme aims to increase the enrollment of girl students in prestigious 

engineering and technical colleges. It includes efforts to enrich the learning experience with 

special focus of girl students who are from the economically backward sections of society. 

 Dhanalakshmi Scheme: Launched to provide conditional cash incentives to low income families 

with girl child was introduced to certain blocks of Andhra Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and so 

on where there was a lower than average girl child sex ratio. 

 Awareness Campaigns: “Selfie with Daughter” campaign was lauded by the PrimeMinister, 

which was started by a sarpanch in Bibipur, Haryana and soon it became widespread. 

Way Forward 

 Focusing largely on the Districts which are Gender Critical to ensure intensive actions are taken 

accordingly. 

 Prioritizing cities with low Child Sex Ratio for integrated action. 

 Forwarding and discussing the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio in public discourse, conferences, 

debates with an aim of rapid awareness and improvement. 

 Implementing innovative and intriguing techniques for the flourishment of Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao as per the local requirement and sensibility. 

 Motivating communities to participate and work towards their own development subjecting to 

the birth and growth of a girl child. 

 Initiating communication campaigns to promote the development and education of the girl 

child. 

 Challenging the existing gender stereotypes and evil social norms against the girl child. 

 Training the local governing bodies and groups to work as catalysts for social change and 

improvement 
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Conclusion 

It is time again for the government to ramp up awareness building exercises, and this time use 

technology to monitor every single pregnant woman right down to taluk levels until at least one year 

after birth. While punitive aspects might offer a measure of deterrence, true change can only be 

brought about by a change in attitude. As Amartya Sen argued: while at birth boys outnumber girls, 

‘after conception, biology seems on the whole to favor women’. The weapon that the government 

needs to use now is one that will be powerful enough to eliminate the perversion of son preference 

from people’s minds. 

Discuss the key provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express   
Why this question: 
t was decided in a Cabinet Secretary meeting that states and Union Territories should invoke 
provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, so that Health Ministry advisories are 
enforceable, Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the key provisions of 1897 Epidemic Diseases act. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the need and necessity of the act. 
Body: 
Explain that the Epidemic Diseases Act is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with 
outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. 
Present briefly the History of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act. 
Discuss the Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act. 
Highlight issues associated with it. Suggest its utility 
Conclusion: 
Conclude way forward. 
 

Introduction 

The Epidemic Diseases Act came into force on February 4, 1897 as a response to the plague 

epidemic in Bombay. This act confined plague to Bombay by a series of tough measures which 

prevented crowds from gathering. 

It confers special powers upon local authorities to implement measures necessary to control 

epidemics. Following the 2019–20 coronavirus pandemic the Cabinet Secretary of India on 11th 

March 2020 announced that all states and Union territories should invoke provisions of Section 2 of 

the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 

Body 

Key Provisions 

 Power to take special measures and prescribe regulations : When at any time the State 

Government is satisfied that the State is threatened with an outbreak of any dangerous 
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epidemic disease, it may take such measures and by public notice prescribe temporary 

regulations to be observed by the public or by any person or class of persons as it deems 

necessary. 

 This is to prevent the outbreak of the disease or the spread thereof. 

 State will determine in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred (including 

compensation if any shall be defrayed. 

 States can conduct the inspection of persons travelling by railway or otherwise. 

 People can be segregated in hospital or in temporary accommodation suspected by the 

inspecting officer of being infected with any such disease. 

 Powers of Central Government: It has concurrent powers as state and in addition it can do the 

following. 

 Inspection of any ship or vessel leaving or arriving at any port 

 Detention of any ship or vessel 

 Detention of any person intending to sail or arriving as may be necessary. 

 Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under this Act shall be deemed to have 

committed an offence punishable under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code 

 In the past, the Act has been used to fight various epidemics such as swine flu, dengue, and 

cholera. In 2018, it was invoked in Vadodara to fight cholera. 

Limitations 

Epidemic Act 1897 is an archaic framework, that is 123-year-old. The century old Act over the years 

has accumulated quite a number of flaws which can be attributed to the changing priorities in public 

health emergency management. 

 Epidemic Act 1897 is silent on the definition of dangerous epidemic disease. 

 Moreover, it being a century old act, the territorial boundaries of the act needs a relook. 

 Apart from the isolation or quarantine measure the act is mum on the legal framework of 

availability and distribution of vaccine and drugs and implementation of response measures. 

 There is no explicit reference pertaining to the ethical aspects or human rights principles during 

a response to an epidemic. 

 The punishment for violation of regulations under section 188 of Indian Penal Code also 

warrants a revision. 

Conclusion 

Although India has a number of legal mechanisms to support public health measures in an epidemic 

situation, they are not being addressed under a single legislation. There is an urgent need to 

assemble all the provisions in one over-arching public health legislation, so that the implementation 

of the responses to an epidemic can be effectively monitored. 

Thus it is far beyond doubt that this century old Act needs a complete overhaul to cater to the 

changing public health priorities. Undeniably, the role of public health specialists in this regard 

cannot be ruled out. The lawmakers can draw a leaf out of the National Disaster Management Act 
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2005 (deals with public emergency) as it clearly defines all the terms and has an explicit description 

of all the implementing measures and agencies to be instituted in the event of any emergency. 

Discuss the challenges facing Indian telecom sector today. What should the 

Government of India do to save the telecom sector? (250 words) 
Reference: Business Standard  
Why this question: 
 Nearly five months after winning its legal battle in the Supreme Court against telecom majors 
including Vodafone and Bharti Airtel for payment of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) dues worth 
several lakhs of crores of rupees, the Centre did a virtual U-turn on Monday by urging the court to 
give the companies a 20-year window to pay the money back. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer should explain the challenges facing Indian telecom sector today. What should the 
Government of India do to save the telecom sector. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the recent happenings with respect to Telecom companies and service providers. 
Body: 
Present the case of AGR and the issue associated; discuss in detail how the issue unfolded. 
Highlight the concerns such as – Already stressed sector: This order has added to the stress of the 
telecom industry reeling under a debt of over ₹4 lakh crore and has been seeking a relief package 
from the government. Insolvency: if forced to pay AGR immediately, the companies could face 
insolvency which would have a severe ripple effect on the overall economy, as well as the overall 
service quality of all telcos. 
List down the challenges facing the sector; financial health, rapidly falling ARPU (average revenue 
per user), delays in the rollout of innovative products and services, low broad band penetration, 
limited spectrum availability, high competition and tariff war etc. 
Highlight the govt. initiatives to address these challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Telcos are a necessary part of any future consumer proposition, regardless of who 
owns the platform. The path forward is leveraging this strength while navigating the potholes of 
regulation, changing technology and consumer dynamics. 
 

Introduction: 

India is currently the world’s second-largest telecommunications market and has registered strong 

growth in the past decade and half. The liberal and reformist policies of the Government of India 

have been instrumental along with strong consumer demand in the rapid growth in the Indian 

telecom sector. The deregulation of FDI norms has made the sector one of the fastest growing and a 

top five employment opportunity generator in the country. The Supreme Court recently expressed 

its displeasure with the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) for its attempt to recalculate the 

adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues of telecom companies. 

Body: 

Current challenges faced by Indian telecom sector: 
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 Telecom sector is under immense financial stress, as admitted by all stakeholders. 

 The troubles of today are rooted in the fast-paced growth of yesterday. 

 The industry is burdened with debt of ₹7 lakh crore. 

 India is faced with the prospect of a telecom monopoly or duopoly. 

 In addition to corporate taxes, the government’s telecom revenue includes GST spectrum 

auction, revenue share as license fees, amounting to about 30% of customer bill. 

 Indian telecom operators, which offer the cheapest mobile data services in the world, pay more 

for airwaves than any of their global counterparts. 

 In the quarter ending June 2019 Bharti Airtel reported a loss for the first time ever. 

 Long-running dispute between the sector and the state on how to calculate the government’s 

share of revenue. 

 The Supreme Court has now ordered the companies to pay the government not just the dues 

but a hefty penalty –as well interest on both. 

Other challenges facing Indian telecom sector are: 

 Financial Health of the Sector: Gross revenue has dropped by 15% to 20% for the year 2017-18 

over the preceding year for the incumbents and overall sector revenue has dropped. Also, there 

is drop in voice and data revenue per user 

 Limited Spectrum Availability: Available spectrum is less than 40% as compared to European 

nations and 50% as compared to China. Hence, it is imperative that spectrum auctioning at 

sustainable prices is the need of the hour. Also, government auction spectrum at an exorbitant 

cost which makes it difficult for mobile operators to provide services at reasonable speeds. 

 High competition and tariff war: Competition heating up post entry of Reliance Jio. Other 

telecom players have to drop in tariff rates both for voice and data 

 Lack of Telecom Infrastructure in Semi-rural and Rural areas: Service providers have to incur 

huge initial fixed cost to enter semi-rural and rural areas. Key reasons behind these costs are lack 

of basic infrastructure like power and roads, resulting in delays in rolling out the infrastructure. 

 Poor fixed line penetration: India has very little penetration of fixed line in its network whereas, 

most of the developed countries have a very high penetration of fixed lines 

 High Right-of-Way (ROW) cost: Sometimes, states governments charge a huge amount for 

permitting the laying of fibre etc. 

 Lack of trained personnel to operate and maintain the cellular infrastructure. 

 Delays in Roll Out of Innovative Products and Services: Substantial delays in roll out of data-

based products and services are hampering the progress of telecom sectors. This is primarily due 

to the non-conducive environment resulting out of government policies and regulations. 

 Low Broad Band Penetration: Low broadband penetration in the country is a matter of concern 

and the government needs to do a lot more work in the field to go up in the global ladder. 

 Over the top services: Over the Top (OTT) applications such as WhatsApp, OLA, Viber and so on 

do not need permission or a pact with a telecommunications company. This hampers the 

revenue of telecommunication service provider. 

 License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including five per 

cent as Universal Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world. 

Measures needed: 

 Infrastructure Sharing: Since telecom business is heavy on capex and as much as 40%– 60% of 

the Capex is utilized for setting up and managing the Telecom infrastructure. By sharing 
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infrastructure, operators can optimize their capex, and focus on providing new and innovative 

services to their subscribers. 

 Availability of Affordable Smart Phones and Lower Tariff Rates: This would increase tele 

penetration in rural areas. 

 Curb on predatory pricing: government should fix a minimum price to save the industry from 

price war 

 Lower License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including five 

per cent as Universal Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world. 

 Reduce reserve price for spectrum auction: In the past, some of the operators participated 

recklessly in these auctions leading to exaggerated prices — much above their true valuations. 

Reasonable reserve prices for the market mechanisms induce “truthful bidding”, and not leading 

to “winners’ curse” as witnessed in some of the previous auctions. 

 The government needs to act, just like it did in 1999. They could offer the operators payment of 

principal in instalments and waive off interest and penalties. 

 The government should increase the network area through optical fibre instead of copper which 

is expensive. This is necessary to ensure last mile connectivity. 

 The government needs to prepare a ground for easy right-of-way permissions and lower cost of 

right-of-ways 

 The government should spend large on R&D and create an environment that makes India 

capable of manufacturing and even exporting hardware components like mobile handsets, CCTV 

Cameras, touch screen monitors etc. 

 Prices for 5G spectrum need to be critically looked at. 

 An equilibrium needs to be established between government revenue and overall growth. 

Conclusion: 

Telcos are the backbone of digital services and a crucial stakeholder for the country to unlock the $5 

trillion GDP dream by 2024. Digital India Initiative of government including digital identification and 

authentication, e-KYC, digital finance depends heavily on the telecom and broadband 

infrastructure.  Economic survey 2017-18 added that it has also deeply impacted their investors, 

lenders, partners and vendors. A long term vision plan should be made accordingly. For the time 

being, the government needs to provide an easy and soothing environment for telecom operators. 

Should Internet be regarded as an essential service, and access to it as a fundamental 

right? Analyse amidst the fault lines created by digital divide and differential access. 

(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The author highlights in what way the fault lines created by digital divide and differential access are 
being underlined by coronavirus crisis and that It’s a sobering warning. 
Key demand of the question: 
Present your arguments as to whether Internet be regarded as an essential service, and access to it 
as a fundamental right. One must explain the impact of digital divide on the poor especially in the 
cases of crisis such as that being witnessed currently by the world- the corona crisis. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/coronavirus-covid-19-india-digital-economy-6322770/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 51 

Highlight why Internet and access to it becomes important element in today’s times. 
Body: 
Define digital divide – the gulf between those who have ready access to computers and the Internet, 
and those who do not. 
Discuss how and why in an information society, unequal access to the Internet creates and 
reproduces socio-economic exclusions. 
Explain what are the impact and challenges of internet access and digital literacy on socio-economic 
development? 
Present the case amidst the corona pandemic; take hints from the article and justify your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the role of the present government in this direction while suggesting 
suitable measures to address the problem. 
 

Introduction: 

Internet broadband and mobile Internet services are a lifeline to people in India from all walks of life. 

While the Internet is certainly a main source of information and communication and access to social 

media, it is so much more than that. In Sep 2019, the Kerala High Court, in Faheema Shirin v. the 

State of Kerala case, declared the right to Internet access as a fundamental right forming a part of 

the right to privacy and the right to education under Article 21 of the Constitution. Despite this, 

according to the Software Freedom Law Centre data, there have been more than a 100 Internet 

shutdowns in different parts of India in 2019 alone. 

Body: 

Need for right for Internet: 

Internet has become quite useful in our daily public life as well. It is quite hard to ignore the need, 

importance and the value of internet in our daily life. Though there are countless uses of Internet in 

society, we have listed out here a few benefits of Internet for society. 

 Online Banking: In the world we live today, the role of Internet has tremendously grown. In the 

field of online banking, the advantages of internet are of pivotal importance. Earlier, there used 

to be manual banking work. It was quite difficult to handle banking and transaction online. Now, 

with the help of Internet it has been made quite easier to send and receive payments anywhere 

in the world. It has brought many positive economic impacts on our society. 

 Online Trade & E commerce: E-commerce is gaining popularity across the world. It is only 

because of Internet that doing business has become quite easier. Online trade has changed the 

fortunes of millions of people across the world. It has revolutionized the social life. 

 Faster Connectivity: Due to Internet, the connectivity has become much faster. The distances 

have disappeared. The world has become global. It is quite easy to connect with each other. The 

virtual world has made it possible for us to get in touch easily with each other. The world has 

become a global village where the knowledge, ideas, information and everything flows quite 

easily from one place to another. It has the great benefits for society. 

 Creation of More Jobs & More Income Opportunities: In Old times, the economy used to be 

limited and isolated. But with the advent of Internet the industries and world economies have 

come closer to each other. Thanks to Internet, millions of new jobs are being created. The 

economic advantages of internet for society have been witnessed. Millions of People are 

changing their lives with the help of Internet. This is one of the greatest benefit of Internet for 

society. 
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 Spread of Education and Awareness: Internet has completely changed the system of education. 

Earlier there used to be the traditional and limited education system. Education has spread 

quickly via online learning. The online education system via internet has dramatically reduced 

the cost of education. It has become easily accessible and affordable. With the help of online 

videos platforms, teaching models and multiple audio, video and visual study material, the 

education and awareness has been spreading very fast. It is again one of the greatest social 

benefit of Internet for our lives. 

 The Role of Artificial Intelligence: Artificial Intelligence and machine learning has completely 

changed the scope and future of computer education. Artificial intelligence is proving quite 

beneficial for society. It is useful in every walk of life including in education, health, economy, 

trade, industry and in medial field. This great social benefit is again due to internet. 

 Role of Internet and Informational Technology in Medical and Health Field: Thanks to modern 

technology of today we have the cures of these diseases easily available. The medical field has 

greatly progressed because of Internet connectivity and information technology. 

 Internationally, the right to access to the Internet can be rooted in Article 19 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights which states that “everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 

and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, 

receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” 

 However, there are associated concerns too of making internet a fundamental right: 

Digital divide scenario in India: 

 The report, titled Internet in India 2017, was released by the Internet and Mobile Association of 

India. 

 In December 2017, internet penetration in urban India was at 64.84 percent as compared to 

60.6 per cent in December 2016. In rural India, however, internet penetration was at 20.26 

percent in December 2017, from 18 percent in 2016. 

 According to a 2017 global survey by the Pew Research Centre, only one in four Indian adults 

report using Internet or owning a smartphone. 

 despite the booming economy, India’s progress in smartphone penetration has been slow. 

 in India and Tanzania, less than one-quarter report owning smartphones, the lowest among the 

countries surveyed. 

 A Deloitte India report released in January 2018 revealed that with only 17 percent internet 

penetration, rural India is lagging behind in connectivity owing to challenges in deployment of 

fixed broadband networks. 

 Implications of Digital divide: 

 Increasing penetration of digital technology by bridging the existing digital divides is associated 

with greater social progress of a country. 

 Social capital: Once an individual is connected, Internet connectivity and ICTs can enhance his or 

her future social and cultural capital. 

 Economic disparity is created between those who can afford the technology and those who 

don’t. 
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 A direct correlation between a company’s access to technological advancements and its overall 

success in bolstering the economy. 

 Countries with less digital gap are benefitted more than the ones with more digital gap. 

 Education: 

 The digital divide also impacts children’s ability to learn and grow in low-income school 

districts. 

 Without Internet access, students are unable to cultivate necessary tech skills in order to 

understand today’s dynamic economy 

 Lack of information: 

 Almost all India’s socio-economic problems had links to the “digital divide”, which had 

come to stay during the era of digital revolution and then again during the era of 

internet revolution in India. 

 Rural India suffered from information poverty. Information is controlled by a few at the 

top of the pyramid who restrict its percolation down to those at the bottom. 

 Political empowerment and mobilization in the age of social media is difficult when there is 

digital divide. 

 Transparency and accountability are increased when digitalized for instance people filing taxes 

online, single window mechanisms for delivery of services ensures good governance as well. 

Conclusion: 

The usefulness of the Internet cannot be overstated and the government should do everything 

possible to bridge the digital divide among its constituents. But declaring access to the Internet as a 

citizen’s right is not a defensible proposition. 

Discuss the utility of smart meters in India. Do you agree that Smart metering gives a 

consumer better access to information and enable them to make more informed 

decisions on the use of electricity? Explain.  (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The author presents viewpoints upon the Centre’s push for smart meters and in what way it may be 
an important ingredient for transitioning to a 21st century electricity-system. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the utility of smart meters in India, its pros and cons. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what smart meters are. 
Present key facts – Last year, the Central Electricity Authority and the Ministry of Power (MoP) had 
envisaged a complete switch to prepaid smart meters. 
Body: 
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Bring out the transition in electricity system in the country. 
Smart meters are the third pillar of the proposed technology-driven transition in electricity systems 
globally, in addition to renewable energy and energy storage technologies. 
Prepayment is an additional feature of these meters that has gained prominence in India, based on 
two hoped-for outcomes. 
Discuss then the benefits of Smart Prepaid Meters. Also bring out the limitations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Centre’s push for smart meters may be an important ingredient for transitioning to 
a 21st century electricity-system. However, it is not the silver bullet to solve the long-standing 
problems of discom finance and losses, and accountability and governance in the Indian electricity 
system. 
Introduction: 

A smart meter is a digital meter that replaces old analog meters, which are used in homes to record 

electrical usage Smart meters are the third pillar of the proposed technology-driven transition in 

electricity systems globally, in addition to renewable energy and energy storage technologies. In the 

Budget 2020-21, the Finance Minister urged states and union territories to replace all conventional 

electricity meters with prepaid smart meters. 

Body: 

Significance of Smart meters: 

 Consumers: 

 Smart meters help in monitoring and managing electricity consumption and save money. 

It can be like your mobile pre-paid connection. You can buy electricity for a fixed 

amount, and use it. After finishing, you can top-up, just like a mobile recharge. 

 It can reduce billing errors. 

 The pro-poor argument is that these meters allow payment in small, affordable 

fragments. 

 It may offer a sense of control over consumption and thus relieving the poor of the debt 

they accumulate with the discom. 

 Discoms: 

 Smart meters help power distribution companies (discom) to conduct power-quality 

analysis in near-real time, taking into consideration factors such as maximum demand, 

voltage fluctuation, outage detection etc. 

 It helps discoms reduce peak power purchase cost, thereby improve business efficiency. 

This in turn reduces their debt, thereby helping the economy. 

 Smart meters also aids in the recovery of receivables, which has caused a huge stress on 

the system. Estimates say that Rs 1 lakh crore worth power was unbilled last year. So, it 

can help discoms plug leakages in the whole chain. 

Overall benefits of the Advance Metering Infrastructure (AMI) are multifold and can be generally 

categorized as: 
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 Operational Benefits: AMI benefits the entire grid by improving the accuracy of meter reads, 

energy theft detection and response to power outages, while eliminating the need for on-site 

meter reading. 

 Financial Benefits: AMI brings financial gains to utility, water and gas companies by reducing 

equipment and maintenance costs, enabling faster restoration of electric service during outages 

and streamlining the billing process. 

 Customer Benefits: AMI benefits electric customers by detecting meter failures early, 

accommodating faster service restoration, and improving the accuracy and flexibility of billing. 

Further, AMI allows for time-based rate options that can help customers save money and 

manage their energy consumption. 

 Security Benefits: AMI technology enables enhanced monitoring of system resources, which 

mitigates potential threats on the grid by cyber-terrorist networks. 

Challenges posed by Smart meters: 

 Smart meters certainly are not tamper proof. The meters can be rigged. 

 Also, smart meters come with their own set of challenges, most notable being it prone to cyber 

attacks, which can cause power shutdown or steal customer information. 

 In the last few years, there have been instances of cyber attacks on the power grid, which 

caused power blackouts in California (US), Ukraine etc., though the utilities have to yet confirm 

whether the power grid was brought down due to a cyber attack. 

 Also, poor agriculture-dependent households currently treat electricity dues as a credit option. 

 These dues are accumulated during the lean period and are paid in the harvesting season. 

 Smart meters will require access to network and support architecture to transmit and store data. 

 There is no clarity on the network costs, who will bear it, and the impact on the electricity bills of 

the poor. 

 Prepayment will imply elimination of security deposits, which offer cheap working capital. Both 

factors impose costs on discoms. 

Conclusion: 

Modernizing India’s grid system by investing in AMI promises to mitigate a number of strains placed 

on the grid due to growing demand for electric, gas and water resources. Energy Efficiency Services 

Limited (EESL) has installed over 5 lakh smart meters in Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Bihar and 

Andhra Pradesh which have been distributed under the Smart Meter National Programme (SMNP). 

Deliberate the major amendments in the competition bill 2019 which would 

meaningfully change the enforcement of competition law in the country.(250 words) 
Reference: Financial Express 
Why this question: 
The Indian Government constituted the Competition Law Review Committee in 2018, with a view to 
update the Competition Act; 2002.The Committee submitted its report to the Government in 2019. 
Based on the recommendations made in the report, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has 
introduced a draft Competition (Amendment) Bill, 2020 to overhaul the Act. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Highlight the major amendments in the competition bill 2019 which would meaningfully change the 
enforcement of competition law in the country. 
Directive: 
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Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly first highlight the role of the Competition Commission of India. 
Body: 
Start with need for the Competition Commission (amendment) Bill 2020. 
Discuss then the key amendments being proposed. Explain what advantages it brings with it. 
Highlight the key issues that need to be addressed. 
Discuss the deliberations that took place; take cues from the article. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Competition (Amendment) Bill, 2019 aims to bring about structural changes in the governing 

framework of the Competition Commission of India (CCI). It also proposes to structure and expand 

CCI’s activities by setting up regional offices across India. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has 

put the draft Competition (Amendment) Bill, 2020, in the public domain to seek feedback. The Draft 

Bill proposes certain significant amendments to the Act, including: imprisonment for non-

compliance with directions of the Director General; commitment and settlement procedure in 

non-cartel cases; more expeditious combination review process; and constitution of a Governing 

Board for non-adjudicatory functions. 

Body: 

Major amendments in the competition bill 2019: 

 Change in the regulatory structure of the CCI: the CCI has been wearing many hats since its 

inception. It had been vested with adjudicatory, advisory, investigative, quasi-legislative, and 

advocacy functions. Recognizing this, the CLRC recommended a change in the regulatory 

structure to make it more robust and effective to deal with the new age issues. 

 The Bill provides for the constitution of a Governing Body. The Governing Body would comprise 

 the Chairperson of the CCI, 

 its six whole time members, 

 the Secretary of the Department of Economic Affairs, 

 Ministry of Finance or his nominee, 

 Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and his nominee, and 

 four (4) other part-time members to be nominated by the Central Government. 

 They will be Vested with the power to make regulations, take measures to promote awareness 

and create a National Competition Policy, the Governing Board will exercise general 

superintendence, direction and management of the affairs of the CCI. 

 The CCI will now discharge only the adjudicatory functions. 
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 Statutory provision to invite public comments: In a very welcome move, the Bill creates an 

obligation on the Governing Board to seek public comments on all regulations. 

 With a limited exception of urgency in public interests, and regulations pertaining to internal 

working of the CCI, this provision will bring elements transparency and democratic rule making 

to the system. 

 Issuing the penalty guidance: The Bill requires the CCI to issue the much awaited penalty 

guidelines. The penalty guidance is expected to give recognition to the relevant turnover 

principles and lay down the manner of determination of the percentage of the penalty and 

application of aggravating and mitigating factors. 

 Streamlining procedure for regulation of combinations: The Bill makes a large number of 

changes to regulation of combinations. Some of these, such as, reducing the time-limit for 

deemed approval from two hundred and ten days (210) days to one hundred and fifty days (150) 

days, make substantive changes. 

 Amendments to streamline the procedure for inquiry into combinations: currently the sections 

in the Act leave a lot of glaring gaps in the inquiry procedure. Despite this, the CCI through 

regulations, notifications and practice has been conducting inquiries into combinations. The Bill 

seeks to fill some of these gaps, giving statutory sanctity to the practices followed by the CCI. 

This will also reduce the possibility of appeals against combination orders which have been in 

the past on account of insufficiency of the statutory provisions. 

 New thresholds for merger control: The Bill empowers the CCI and Central Government to 

define new thresholds for merger notification by introducing a proviso to Section 5. 

 Given the dynamic nature of the digital markets, application of this power requires exercise of 

caution. This may result in increasing compliance costs for businesses and impact the ease of 

doing business. It is necessary that the introduction of objective thresholds or criterion is 

preceded by a detailed economic and legal assessment of the necessity of such thresholds, the 

basis of the thresholds and the value of the thresholds. 

 Expansion of definition of a cartel: The Bill expands the definition of a cartel to include a buyer’s 

cartel as well. This implies that even in cases of buyer’s cartel, the presumption of appreciable 

adverse effect on competition (AAEC) will apply to buyer’s cartel as well. 

 Extending protection to holders of intellection property rights: In line with the 

recommendations of the CLRC, the Bill, seeks to widen protection offered to holders of IPR. The 

exemption for IPR holders is currently restricted to anti-competitive agreements. This brings the 

much-needed parity between the treatment of anti-competitive agreements and abuse of 

dominant position. 

 The regime of settlements and commitments: In a very significant development, the Bill 

introduces a system for settlements and commitments permitting the CCI to close the 

investigation on basis of an application for settlement or commitment moved by the 

investigated party. 

Benefits of amendments: 

 It would benefit the public at large 

 The new startups business would be benefitted a lot 
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 The digital economy 

Conclusion: 

The Bill is a positive step in the direction of an efficient CCI 2.0. While there are somethings which 

remain desired, one can hope that the consultation process leads to beneficial outcomes and most 

concerns raised by the stakeholders are appropriately addressed. 

A unified command is vital for the Government of India to ensure there is clarity, no 

confusion in handling a catastrophe amidst the COVID-19 outbreak. Explain.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article brings out the interview transcript of Dr K Sujatha Rao who was at the forefront of the 
battle against H1N1 in 2009, the last viral epidemic that hit India. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the need for a unified command to overcome the challenge of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the expanse of the current catastrophe. 
Body: 
There isn’t much to discuss, the aspects of the disease spread needs to be explained first and then the 
urgency and need to have a unified command control to contain the spread and do away with the 
disease. 
Present the case of Spanish flu and justify your answer by suggesting what needs to be done 
essentially to overcome the situation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction: 

Since 1918, not just India but the world has witnessed anything so devastating in terms of speed, 

fatality, and spread. We have seen epidemics and pandemics, but they are like the cyclonic waves, 

while COVID-19 is like the tsunami. 

Body: 

Current challenges in COVID-19 response: 

 Our policy mix is similar and is guided by the nature of the infection and trajectory of the 

epidemic. 

 In events like this, how one handles this are always judgment calls. There is nothing like right or 

wrong as it is highly contextual. 

 Persons leading the fight respond based on science, available evidence, historical experience 

and, in the ultimate sense, a hunch that normally must be to overact — safe than sorry. 

 our responses to HIV/AIDS were different from the response to H1N1. In the initial years, we 

were very cautious with testing under the HIV/AIDS program while under the H1N1 we were 

aggressive. 
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 This is because the nature of transmission and incubation periods etc. of the two viruses were 

different. 

 However, our response to COVID-19 seems to resemble the HIV/AIDS case though the 

coronavirus is more lethal and also moves much faster, and so the surge factor can be much 

more fatal. 

 far too many actors — NITI Aayog, ICMR, GOM, and several people giving different views to the 

media. 

 Thus, there is a lot of confusion and no clarity in leading the fight against COVID-19. 

Current scenario in handling COVID-19: 

 Both in handling H1N1 and now COVID-19, political leadership has been of a very high order. 

 In fact, under COVID-19, given the gravity of the epidemic, the PM is himself leading the fight. 

 However, the political commitment at the state level to be varied, a situation that needs to be 

avoided. This was ensured in the previous years with the Union Minister personally reaching out 

to the state Chief Ministers and Health Ministers. 

 Currently, the PM has himself talked to the state Chief Ministers. 

 But there is still the need for the Health Minister must meet the state Health Ministers and 

ensure a more coordinated approach. 

 What is most important to note is that in matters of infectious diseases we must have one 

strategy, one approach, and one focal point of leadership. 

 There is need for a guideline of who and when lockdowns should be enforced, and what 

preparatory work needs to be done, because at all times balance needs to be maintained. 

 One cannot lock down totally as there are always human needs that could be of equal priority. 

Balance and a humanitarian approach are needed. a graded approach would have been 

preferable to what is turning out to be a total approach. 

Unified command can help tide over the catastrophe like COVID-19: 

 The infectious disease control is in the concurrent list of the VII Schedule of the Constitution. 

 It means that the Union government lays down the strategy, the protocols and the standards for 

implementation. The states are only to implement. 

 It is a centralized activity with little room for variance or innovation at the state level. 

 This is essential, and you might have seen this in polio (that we eradicated), HIV/AIDS (that we 

brought down the incidence by 67%) or TB (that we are trying to eliminate), etc. 

 So in H1N1 too, it was the Ministry of Health that led the battle — and provided all logistical and 

financial support to the states to carry out the implementation that was also closely reviewed 

and monitored. 

Way forward: 

 India has had a window and the cases are just picking up now. By this time, we have the 

advantage of the experience of China, S Korea, Japan etc. to study and adapt our strategies. 

 in the light of our own experience, we should have followed the testing strategy that we 

followed in H1N1 and also without time lag. 

 Second lesson is to have a much tighter grip on states so the response is standardized and 

calibrated and after taking people into confidence so there is no panic. 

 People must understand and trust policy. That is critical for infectious diseases. 

 Uniformity in approach helps as variations in responses can be taken advantage of by the virus. 
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 All agencies must only work to support the Ministry of Health and there must only be one voice 

so as to ensure no confusion and have clarity. 

 There is a need to more intensely utilize data analytics to formulate a strategy. We must at all 

times look at global and country evidence. I think that is an area where focus needs to be paid 

and urgently. 

 There is a need to institutionalize response mechanisms for coping with such outbreaks. We 

cannot afford to reinvent the wheel every time a new epidemic hits us. 

 Such institutionalization down the line can only happen when there is an institutional 

mechanism for it such as having a Department of Public Health. 

 Having such a mechanism then keeps the priority high at all times and not get buffeted with 

shifting global and local agendas. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Discuss the possible potential available for private care providers, innovators and start-

ups to partner in the Ayushman Bharat scheme.  (250 words) 
Reference:The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The launch and expansion of Ayushman Bharat-PM-JAY is a watershed moment for the Indian health-
care service delivery ecosystem. The government has taken a big step by rolling out world’s largest 
and most ambitious publicly funded health-care assurance programme. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the possible potential available for private care providers, innovators and 
start-ups to partner in the Ayushman Bharat scheme. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the – Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) and its 
components. 
Body: 
Explain that as the scale of this scheme grows, a key area of focus is to expand the secondary and 
tertiary hospitals empanelled under PM-JAY and ensure their quality and capacity while keeping the 
costs down. Highlight the possible role that the private care providers, innovators and start-ups can 
play in notching the scheme up. In the coming years, considering 3% hospitalization of PM-JAY-
covered beneficiaries, the scheme is likely to provide treatment to 1.5 crore patients annually. This 
means physical and human infrastructure capacity would need to be augmented vastly. Then detail 
upon the potential available for private care providers, innovators and start-ups to partner in the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the importance of multi stakeholders approach. 
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Introduction:  

Ayushman Bharat is a progression towards promotive, preventive, curative, palliative and 

rehabilitative aspects of Universal Healthcare through access of Health and Wellness Centers 

(HWCs) at the primary level and provision of financial protection for accessing curative care at the 

secondary and tertiary levels through engagement with both public and private sector (PMJAY). 

It has been close to 18 months since the central government, launched the country-wide 

implementation of Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), or the national 

health protection scheme. The initial momentum has been very encouraging. The scheme is 

currently being implemented in 32 of 36 States and Union Territories. It has provided 84 lakh free 

treatments to poor and vulnerable patients for secondary and tertiary ailments at 22,000 

empanelled hospitals, countrywide. Under PM-JAY, there is one free treatment every three seconds 

and two beneficiaries verified every second. 

Body: 

The program certainly has a good intent of giving the best of the medical services at lowest 

prices to the economically weaker, deprived sections of the society. The program is fraught with 

many challenges that can hinder its outcome.  

Need of innovation in Indian health care system: 

 Finance: At about 1.3% of the national income, India’s public healthcare spending between 

2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than the global average of 6 per 

cent.  It is a herculean task to implement a scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per 

person and benefit 53.7 crore out of India’s 121 crore citizenry, or roughly about 44% of the 

country’s population.  

 Doctor-Density Ratio: The WHO reports the doctor-density ratio in India at 8 per 10,000 people 

as against one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such access, merely increasing the 

number of primary and secondary healthcare centres is not enough.  

 Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare quality 

and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

 Healthcare Expenditure: Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for 

by the private sector. 

 Crumbling public health infrastructure: Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare 

infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clinics and hospitals. India falls woefully 

short of number of hospital beds compared to WHO standards. Secondary-level hospitals like 

district hospitals and medical colleges have poor infrastructure, especially the former. 

Mainstreaming of health-care innovations: 

 Start-ups are working to bring innovative technologies and business models that leapfrog 

infrastructure, human resources, cost-effectiveness and efficiency challenges in Tier-2 and -3 

cities. There are more than 4,000 health-care technology start-ups in India. 

 Leveraging disruptive technologies like artificial intelligence, robotics, internet of things, 

healthcare aggregators are delivering top class affordable medical facilities to people in terms of 

diagnostic equipment, imaging, and telemedicine. 

 Innovations in the areas of new drugs, vaccines, diagnostic tests, telemedicine have also 

enhanced patient care and contributed towards enhanced quality of overall delivery of 
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healthcare services. Healthcare providers and start-ups are coming up with innovative solutions 

to enhance patient care. 

 The innovative practices hold huge significance in the wake of spurt in non-communicable 

diseases (NCDs) like cancer, stroke and heart related issue in recent years. According to WHO 

report, nearly 61 per cent deaths are attributed to NCDs. 

 Series of innovative practices have been adopted by States like Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and 

Madhya Pradesh to strengthen healthcare delivery system enabling people quality and cost-

efficient medical facilities at their doorsteps. Taking cue from these innovative ideas, many 

others States are striding towards enhanced healthcare delivery model. 

Challenges faced in mainstreaming innovation in health care system: 

 Non-uniform regulatory and validation standards: Regulatory requirements, specifically for 

biomedical start-ups, are still evolving in India. Hospitals often rely on foreign regulatory 

certifications such as FDA and CE. 

 Huge variation in validation requirements: It is difficult for a start-up to understand the 

minimum necessary validation requirements in order to qualify for procurement by hospitals.  

 Long gestation period: Health-care start-ups spend long periods of time in the early 

development of their product, especially where potential clinical risks are concerned. The 

process of testing the idea and working prototype, receiving certifications, performing clinical 

and commercial validations, and raising funds, in a low-trust and unstructured environment 

makes the gestational period unusually long thereby limiting the operational liquidity of the 

start-up. 

 Lack of incentives: Health-care providers and clinicians, often lack the incentives, operational 

capacity, and frameworks necessary to consider and adopt innovations.  

 Procurement challenges: Start-ups also face procurement challenges in both public and private 

procurement. They lack the financial capacity to deal with lengthy tenders and the roundabout 

process of price discovery. 

Way Forward: 

 To accelerate the process of mainstreaming innovations within the hospital system in India, we 

need to focus on identifying promising market-ready health-care innovations that are ready to 

be tested and deployed at scale. 

 There is a need to facilitate standardised operational validation studies that are required for 

market adoption, to help ease out the start-up procurement process such that these solutions 

can be adopted with confidence. 

 The government is now pushing ahead to overhaul Indian med-tech regulatory standards and 

product standards which will help bridge this trust-deficit. 

 This, in effect, will serve the entire ecosystem of health-care innovators by opening up health-

care markets for all. 

 A strong theme in mature health-care systems in other parts of the world is a vibrant and 

seamless interface between hospitals and health-care start-ups. 

 Through Ayushman Bharat, India has the unique opportunity to develop a robust ecosystem 

where hospitals actively engage with health-care start-ups by providing access to testbeds, 

communicating their needs effectively and adopting promising innovations. 

 Start-ups can be effective collaborators for the most pressing health-care delivery challenges 

faced by hospitals, as opposed to being mere suppliers of technology or services. 
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 It is high time for transformative solutions to make their way into our hospitals, especially in 

Tier-2 and -3 cities, to turbocharge the way health care is delivered at scale. 

Conclusion:  

The launch and expansion of Ayushman Bharat-PM-JAY is a watershed moment for the Indian 

health-care service delivery ecosystem. The government has taken a big step by rolling out world’s 

largest and most ambitious publicly funded health-care assurance programme. Government is now 

calling out to private sector health-care providers, health innovators, industry and start-ups to 

become equal partners in this movement. The dream of an accessible, affordable and high-quality 

health-care system for all, will be achieved when we work in alignment to complement each other 

and jointly undertake the mission of creating an Ayushman Bharat. 

Evaluate the progress made for women’s rights since the adoption of the Beijing 

Platform for Action by the world community. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
8th March was celebrated as World women’s day and in this context the article presents a stock of 
the progress made for women’s rights since the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action by the 
world community. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the progress made for women’s rights since the adoption of the Beijing 
Platform for Action by the world community. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the Beijing Platform for Action. 
Body: 
The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted in 1995 at the Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing, China is recognized as the most progressive roadmap for the empowerment of 
women and girls, everywhere. Then move onto discuss the significance of women to the society, the 
growth and development of a country. Highlight the progress made so far; explain galvanizing 
moments in the gender equality movement: a five-year milestone towards achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals; the 20th anniversary of UN Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace 
and security; and the 10th anniversary of UN Women’s establishment. Explain where women stand 
today. Present a picture of Indian context. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction 

As a defining framework for change, the Beijing Platform for Action (1995) made comprehensive 

commitments under 12 critical areas of concern, at the Fourth World Conference on Women. Even 

20 years later, it remains a powerful source of guidance and inspiration. It set out an expansive 

vision and landmark set of commitments for achieving gender equality. 
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In 1995, gender equality advocates brought to the fore the lack of empowerment and the multitude 

of human rights violations experienced by women and girls and the need for comprehensive laws 

and policies as well as the transformation of institutions, both formal (e.g. states, markets, national 

and global governance structures) and informal (e.g. family, community), to achieve gender equality 

and the full realization of the human rights of women and girls. 

Body 

Progress made for Women’s rights 

The Sustainable Development Goal SDG-5 aims at achieving gender equality and empowering all 

women and girl children across the world. 

Education 

 Primary Education 

 There has been significant progress towards closing the gender gaps in primary enrolment. 

In 2012, developing regions as a whole had achieved gender parity in primary education, 

with the gender parity index increasing from 0.86 to 0.97. 

 In Southern Asia, where the corresponding index in primary education of 0.74 was the 

lowest among all regions in 1990, progress has been remarkable, by 2012, the index had 

reached 1.0, signifying that gender parity in primary education had been reached. 

 Tertiary Education: Young women’s share of enrolment in tertiary education has also increased. 

In 1995, they made up 48 per cent of tertiary students globally and the share rose to 51 per cent 

in 2012. 

Women’s Health 

 Women’s life expectancy has increased globally over the last 20 years from 67 to 73 years 

between 1990 and 2012. 

 Globally, in 2013, there were an estimated 289,000 maternal deaths, a decline of 45 per 

cent since 1990. 

Crimes against Women 

 Trafficking accounts for between 55 per cent and 60 per cent of all trafficking victims detected 

globally, and women and girls together account for some 75 per cent. 

 A study of 42,000 women in the European Union found that 55 per cent of women have 

experienced sexual harassment at least once since the age of 15. 

Women and Armed Conflict 

 UN Resolution 1325: The resolution (31st october, 2000) acknowledged the disproportionate and 

unique impact of armed conflict on women and girls. It calls for the adoption of a gender 

perspective to consider the special needs of women and girls during conflict, repatriation and 

resettlement, rehabilitation, reintegration, and post-conflict reconstruction. 

o Sweden became first nation to adopt a feminist policy in foreign affairs. 

 Political representation 
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 24.3 per cent of all national parliamentarians were women as of February 2019, a slow but 

welcome increase from 11.3 per cent in 1995 

 As of June 2019, 11 women are serving as Head of State and 12 are serving as Head of 

Government 

 Rwanda has the highest number of women parliamentarians worldwide, where, women have 

won 61.3 per cent of seats in the lower house. 

Women and economy 

 In the last 20 years the gender gap in labour market participation has narrowed marginally,from 

28 to 26 percentage points. There remains significant regional variation in women’s labour force 

participation. 

Indian Context 

 Positives 

o Education enrollment: 

 With the enactment of Right to Education Act in 2009, girl child enrollment in primary 

school is nearly cent percent. 

 Furthermore, secondary school enrollment is at 80.9% in 2015-16 from 76.4% in 

2013-14. This is mainly due to better sanitation in schools under Swachh Bharat. 

o Women centric development 

 Ujjwala Scheme has provided LPG gas connection to 8 crore women, giving them 

respite from drudgery of indoor pollution and mortality. 

 Nutrition based programmes targeting women such as POSHAN, Laqshya (Labour 

room Quality Improvement Initiative) and institutional deliveries has decreased MMR 

to 122 per lakh (26.9% reduction from 2013) 

o Entrepreneurship 

 Women SHG’s are given loans of upto 1 Lakh under the MUDRA scheme. 

 NITI Aayog has created Women Entrepreneurship Portal wherein it has handholding 

programme for women. 

o Women and science 

 Women-centric programmes under the Knowledge Involvement in Research 

Advancement through Nurturing (KIRAN) initiative. 

 ‘Women Scientists Program’ provides fellowship to women who have had a break in 

the career to pursue research in science and engineering. 

o Reproductive health 

 Maternity Benefit Act has increased the maternity leave to 26 weeks. 
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 Pradhan Mantri Matritva Yojana provides cash transfer to women at certain 

intervals during their pregnancy. 

 Concerns 

o Son-meta preference 

 The Economic Survey 2018 has mentioned that the desire for a male child has created 

21 million “unwanted” girls in India between 0 and 25 years. 

o Female infanticide and low Sex ratio at birth 

 According to the latest Health Index released by the Niti Aayog released by the 

Centre, India’s girl-to-boy sex ratios at birth (SRB) have declined in 17 of 21 large 

states. This signals a failure in the nation’s ability to curb female selective abortion 

after illegal sex disclosure. 

 As recently as March 2020, news cases of infanticide were reported in Tamil Nadu’s 

Usilampatti. 

o Crimes against women 

 The crimes rose from 3,793 per million in 2016 to 3,886 per million in 2017, as per 

NCRB Report. Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 56,011 cases followed by 

Maharashtra. 

o Global Challenges and Concern 

 Conflict based Violence: Conflict related sexual and gender-based violence remains a 

serious concern, including the continuing occurrence of rape, harassment, sexual 

slavery and forced marriage As of March 2014, there were 34 parties to conflict, 

including armed groups, militia and Government security forces, that were credibly 

suspected of committing or being responsible for patterns of rape and other forms of 

violence 

 Gender wage-gap: At the current pace of progress it would take more than 75 years 

to reach equal remuneration for work of equal value 

o Labour force 

 The widest gender gaps in labour force participation rates in 1992 were in the Middle 

East and North Africa region and in South Asia, at 56 and 50 percentage points 

respectively. In 2012, the two regions continued to display the biggest gaps (at 53 

and 50 percentage points respectively) even though the gender gap in the former 

region had slightly narrowed. 

o Reproductive rights 

 In 51 countries with data on the subject, only 57 per cent of women aged 15 to 49, 

married or in union, make their own decisions about sexual relations and the use of 

contraceptives and health services. 

o Unequal opportunity: 
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 According to recent data from some 90 countries, women devote on average 

roughly three times more hours a day to unpaid care and domestic work than men, 

limiting the time available for paid work, education and leisure and further 

reinforcing gender-based socioeconomic disadvantages. 

 Too many women remain without access to decent work, are denied equal rights to 

inheritance and property and are vulnerable to poverty. 

 Political Representation needs to be 50% at all levels of government in all nations. 

Conclusion 

While some indicators of gender equality are progressing, such as a significant decline in the 

prevalence of female genital mutilation and early marriage, the overall numbers continue to be high. 

Moreover, insufficient progress on structural issues at the root of gender inequality, such as legal 

discrimination, unfair social norms and attitudes, decision-making on sexual and reproductive issues 

and low levels of political participation, are undermining the ability to achieve Sustainable 

Development Goal 5 and the Beijing Platform for Action 1995. 

“It is important to go beyond the administrative convention of bracketing Adivasis into a 

single category in order to address their different problems”. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses issues faced by the Adivasi community and how we need to adopt forward-
looking policies to bring a difference in their lives. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss why it is important to go beyond the administrative convention of 
bracketing Adivasis into a single category. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what the issues are with respect to Adivasi community. 
Body: 
Explain the aspects of the issues with such an approach – 
The Adivasi community is assumed to be underdeveloped. With this view in policymaking, they are 
recognized as ‘takers/receivers’ of governmental benefits. 
Policies and practices rooted in this approach, fail, in most cases, to accommodate the question of 
the participation of the Adivasis in the ongoing processes of the nation as co-citizens. 
This results in a top-down approach, where there is unilateral enforcement of policies. What this 
means is that, the participation which is required for socio-economic progress is denied to the 
Adivasis which results in loss to them as their input is not taken, and loss to the society as well. 
Discuss what steps need to be taken. 
Suggest suitable solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Adivasi community is seen as a source of cheap labour and they are half-fed with 
no opportunities to flourish and develop their human capabilities. It is now imperative that the entire 
outlook on the Adivasi question is reversed. 
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Introduction 

 The tribal population in India is nearly 104 million (8.6%), is a small minority numerically but 

represents an enormous diversity of groups. They vary in respect of language and linguistic 

traits, ecological settings in which they live, physical features, size of the population, dominant 

modes of making a livelihood, level of development and social stratification. There is a huge 

regional diversity amongst various tribal communities across India. 

 While tribes have a distinct culture and history, they are also one of the most marginalized 

sections of Indian society, as they lack adequate political representation, and suffer from 

economic deprivation and cultural discrimination. 

Body 

No One Size Fits All Approach 

Policy framing requires mandatory recognition of their wide diversity so as to address the different 

problems faced by different groups — by community as well as by region. 

 Varied Problems across communities: 

 Health: For instance, seven adults of the KhariaSavar community died within a span of just 

two weeks. Their lifespan is approximately 26 years less than the average Indian’s life 

expectancy. While 10% in West Godavari District are affected by Sickle Cell Anemia. 

 Alienation: The problems in Red Corridor areas (especially Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh) is governance deficit and unfinished land reforms that has deprived the well-

being of tribes. 

 There is widespread infighting amongst tribes of North-East for natural resources and also 

of territorial supremacy. 

 Isolated Tribes such as Sentinelese as still hostile to outsiders. The government must enforce 

“eyes on hands off” policy in these cases. The Jarawa community is facing acute population 

decline due to entry of outsiders into the area(The Andaman Trunk Road, among other projects, 

has cut into the heart of the Jarawa reserve). 

 Denotified, semi-nomadic and nomadic tribes are yet to be included as Scheduled Tribes. Their 

traditional occupations (snake charming, street acrobatics with animals) are now illegal and 

alternative livelihood options are not provided. 

 Certain tribes have been characterized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) (earlier 

known as Primitive Tribal Groups) on the basis of their greater ’vulnerability’ even among the 

tribal groups. There are 75 such tribes in India. 

 There is a large number of anemic women amongst the tribes. There is a shortfall of 6,796 sub-

centres, 1,267 primary health centres (PHCs) and 309 community health centres (CHCs) in the 

tribal areas at an all-India level as on March 31, 2015. 

 Gaps in rehabilitation: There are gaps in the rehabilitation of the tribal community members 

displaced by development projects. Only 21 lakh tribal community members have been 

rehabilitated so far of the estimated 85 lakh persons displaced due to development projects and 

natural calamities. 
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Problems with Bracketing Adivasis into one category 

 The views about the ‘underdevelopment’ of the Adivasis typically subscribes to this section of 

the population being the ‘takers/receivers’ of governmental benefits. 

 Policies and practices rooted in this approach, fail, in most cases, to accommodate the question 

of the participation of the Adivasis in the ongoing processes of the nation as co-citizens. 

 This in turn not only deprives the Adivasis of the socioeconomic progress they are capable of but 

also results in a loss to the rest of the nation. 

 The uniform categorization of tribes, leads to subjugation. The purported superiority of the 

outside world has resulted in the Adivasis considering themselves as inferior, primitive and even 

taking a fatalistic view of their subjugated life. 

 This pushes them to the margins, even making them abandon some of their socially 

unifying customs and cultural practices — particularly democratic norms and human 

values that have evolved through a protracted journey of collective living and struggles for 

existence. 

 Adivasi acceptance of the ‘imposed modern’ does not guarantee their inclusion in the 

apparent mainstream. Rather, the opposite happens. 

 They are often reminded of their primitive roots and kept alienated. 

 Considering the diverse problems faced by tribes, government must go beyond the 

administrative convention of bracketing Adivasis into a single category in order to address their 

different problems. Instead of being considered to be mere passive recipients, Adivasis must be 

respected as active agents of change and involved in all spheres of policy, from planning to 

implementation. 

Solutions to the problem 

 Providing Land grants under FRA,2006: Forest Rights Act (FRA) stands as a powerful instrument 

to protect the rights of tribal communities. 

 This is especially needed in naxal affected areas where tribals are vulnerable. 

 Speedy rehabilitation of those who were displaced for various developmental projects. 

 There is a clear need to strengthen the nodal tribal departments, provide clear 

instructions to the State & district administrations, and encourage civil society actors 

 Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Tribes: People of this community continue to be 

stereotyped & labeled as ex-criminal tribe. 

 The community needs to be included in SCs/STs and OBCs so that they can enjoy much 

needed reservation. 

 Under NITI Aayog a commission is set up for identifying all such communities. 

 Grievance redressal committees need to be setup at the state level in order to identify the 

problems of this community and provide the required aid 

 Education : As a way of providing quality education to the tribals in an efficient manner, the 

Government has been, from the 1950s to the present policy, opening residential schools and 

hostels for them at central places. Ashram School, Eklavya Model School and Kasturba Gandhi 

Balika Vidyalaya are leading schemes under this approach. 
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 There is an urgent need to provide primary education in mother tongue to the tribal 

children. This would also ensure the survival of endangered languages in India, spoken by 

the indigenous tribes. 

 Panchasheel Policy with respect to isolated tribes. The imposition of alien values should be 

avoided. 

 Health: In view of the enormous diversity among nearly 700 tribes in India, the second principle 

to be followed is of area specific and tribe-sensitive local planning. 

 Tribal Health Assembly: From the Gram Sabhas at village level, upto the national level, 

Tribal Health Assemblies should be annually organized in which the people (at the level of 

village) or their representatives (at the higher levels) participate. 

 Tribal Health Councils: These should be constituted by including elected representatives, 

NGOs, experts and government officers for the purpose of planning and monitoring of 

programs. 

 Such councils should be constituted at the block or ITDP level, district, state 

and national level. 

 These should be empowered to shape the health plans and monitor 

implementation. 

 Addressing enforced migration: Serious effort is required by the State to minimize 

displacement. There should be a rights- based approach to comprehensive rehabilitation. 

 In pursuance of the PESA, 1996, Land Transfer Regulations/Tenancy laws of all Schedule V 

Areas should be suitably amended to ensure Gram Sabha participation in the 

identification, investigation and restoration of lands to tribal people. 

 Strengthen the Gram Sabhas with more tribal participation. Eg Niyamgiri experience of 

Dongaria Kondh tribes of Odisha against Vedanta. 

 There is dispersed population of tribes and displaced population (due to infrastructure 

projects, conflicts) in some States, including the North-eastern region, there is no agency 

dedicated to deliver the programs. 

 New micro-agencies need to be created in such pockets to cater to specific tribal groups 

 Research and Knowledge about tribes: Regarding Tribal Research Institutions (TRIs) there is an 

urgent need for strengthening and broadening research and training activities by these 

institutions. 

Conclusion 

It is imperative that the entire outlook on the Adivasi question is reversed. Instead of considering 

Adivasis to be a problem, the entire country can benefit a great deal by considering them as co-

citizens and sharing their historically constructed cultural values which often manifest the best forms 

of democracy and uphold the notions of higher levels of justice, fairness, and equality — better than 

those prevalent in seemingly mainstream societies. 
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Good health and well-being for its citizens by 2030 seems to be a farfetched dream for 

India, do you agree? Identify the factors, and suggest measures. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article provides for a detailed analysis of the possibilities of India achieving the sustainable goal 
of good health and well-being. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must analyse the steps that need to be taken to achieve the dream of 
Good health and well-being for its citizens by 2030. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Quote facts that suggest the essence of the question context. 
Body: 
Present in detail the current scenario of the country in terms of good health and well-being. 
Explain the factors that are key to achieving this goal. 
Highlight the concerns involved, point out the lacunae in the current and past policies and 
programmes. 
Take hints from the article and suggest what needs to be done – focus on specific sectors etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a fair and balanced opinion. 
 

Introduction 

Global experience shows that with the right public policies focusing on agriculture, improved 

sanitation, and women’s education, one can have much better health and well-being for its citizens, 

especially children. World Bank data shows a secular decline in poverty in India from 45.9 per cent to 

13.4 per cent between 1993 and 2015. 

India has been making progress in the first two SDG Goals in reducing poverty and hunger. The real 

challenge for India, however, is to achieve the third goal of good health and well-being by 2030. 

India’s performance in this regard, so far, has not been satisfactory. 

Body 

Current scenario in Health and well-being 

 Nutrition: In 2015-16, almost 38.4 per cent of India’s children under the age of five years were 

stunted, 35.8 per cent were underweight and 21 per cent suffered from wasting (low weight for 

height), as per the NFHS-4. 

 Women Health: Anemia is widespread in India-58.6% of children, 53.2% of non-pregnant 

women and 50.4% of pregnant women were found to be anaemic in 2016, as per the NFHS. 

 Disease Burden: As per the ICMR’s “India: Health of the Nation’s States” report, contribution of 

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) to total death in the Country was 61.8% in 2016, as 

compared to 37.9% in 1990. 

 Health Expenditure: India’s expenditure on the health sector has risen meagrely from 1.2 per 

cent of the GDP in 2013-14 to 1.4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had 

aimed for this to be 2.5% of GDP 
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 According to the latest National Health Accounts (NHA) estimates released on 

Wednesday, patients bear a big chunk of health expenses, as high as 61 per cent of the 

total health expenditure, by themselves. 

Key Factors to achieve Health and Well-being in India 

A study by ICRIER made emphasis on four key areas 

 Mother’s education: It is one of the most important factors that has a positive multiplier effect 

on child care and access to healthcare facilities. It also increases awareness about nutrient-rich 

diet, personal hygiene among others. 

 This can also help contain the family size in poor, malnourished families. 

 Thus, a high priority to female literacy, in a mission mode through liberal scholarships 

for the girl child, would go a long way towards tackling this problem. 

 Sanitation and Drinking Water: Most morbid diseases are connected to drinking water and 

sanitation, especially in rural areas and urban congested slums. Here, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

and Jal Jeevan Mission can have a huge impact on well-being by preventing diseases through 

oral-faecal route. 

 Nutrition and Diet: There is a need to shift dietary patterns from cereal dominance to the 

consumption of nutritious foods such as livestock products, fruits and vegetables, pulses, etc. 

 But they are generally expensive and their consumption increases only by higher 

incomes and better education. 

 Diverting a part of the food subsidy on wheat and rice to more nutritious foods can help. 

 Bio-fortification: India must adopt new agricultural technologies of bio-fortifying cereals, such as 

zinc-rich rice, wheat, iron-rich pearl millet, and so on. 

 The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has to work closely with the Harvest 

Plus programme of the Consultative Group of International Agricultural Research 

(CGIAR) to make it a win-win situation for curtailing malnutrition in Indian children at a 

much faster pace. 

Steps to be taken 

 The current approach requires re-emphasizing the missing priority on PHCs and CHCs for 

developing comprehensive primary care. Achieving comprehensive primary care requires a 

paradigm shift from disease-control vertical programmes to community-led, people-oriented 

primary care. 

 Sharper focus in the resource-starved states should be on improving efficiency in spending 

without compromising equity, and this can be attained by designing programmes that would 

cover a large number of people and a wide range of diseases. 

 For example, POSHAN Abhiyan to be strictly rolled out in BIMARU 

 Since the states have higher responsibility than the Centre in matters related to health, the 

blueprints of primary care can further be redefined in view of the local needs. This should be the 

policy agenda for the low-performing and resource-constrained states. 
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 It is relevant to develop low-cost primary care service delivery models involving nurses and 

allied health professionals which can lower the burden on the public health system marked by 

the stress of a low doctor-strength. 

 India needs to design health services to meet local needs with the opposite referral mechanism 

to secondary- and tertiary-care, and this can produce better health outcomes with a 

considerable cost-advantage. 

 In this context, the role of public health professionals, those who can help design 

outreach and preventive programmes and implement the continuing health programme 

effectively, assumes paramount importance. Eg: Telemedicine 

 India lacks the required number of public health professionals. The shortage is severe in many 

parts of the country, especially poorer states like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. 

 The focus should be to train a pool of social workers, psychiatrists, counsellors with 

public health orientation who could then transform the primary healthcare delivery 

system in the country. 

 Ayush doctors can prescribe Allopathy medicines after a bridge course. 

Conclusion 

Approximately, 51% of total government expenditure on health is spent on primary care. 

This needs to be stepped up to at least two-third of the government expenditure as suggested in the 

health policy document of India. Reorienting resources towards population-based preventive 

programmes will help set the allocation of scare resources for larger social benefits right. 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 74 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 75 

Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Assessment of the quality of Teacher education is a true yardstick to check upon the 

schooling system, do you agree? Deliberate. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the value of teacher education and its impact in schooling system. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significance of teacher education and in what way it can be a true 
yardstick to measure the quality of schooling. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through 
the details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Bring out some key facts relating to the context of the question. 
Body: 
Comment upon the existing quality of schools in the country ; learning aspects –  almost half of the 
children in grade 5 in rural India cannot solve a simple two-digit subtraction problem, while 67 per 
cent of children in grade 8 in public schools score less than 50 per cent in competency-based 
assessments in mathematics. Discuss the role of teachers and present statistics relating to the 
number of teachers, vacancies, training and relevant issues that are alarming.  There are over one 
lakh single-teacher schools present across the country. Discuss both the quantity and quality aspect 
of ‘teachers’ in the country. Establish the relation between them and the quality of education in 
schools. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of having robust teacher training in the country to ensure 
quality education throughout. 
 

Introduction: 

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world” – Malala Yousafzai. Quality 

education plays an important role in one’s life which helps him/her to be socially acceptable, 

increase in job opportunities, economically sound etc so role of educators is of immense importance 

in providing quality education. The learning crisis is evident in the fact that almost half of the 

children in grade 5 in rural India cannot solve a simple two-digit subtraction problem, while 67 per 

cent of children in grade 8 in public schools score less than 50 per cent in competency-based 

assessments in mathematics. 

Body: 

Reasons behind poor quality of teachers: 

 Current teachers training in India is unable to cover tough spots and follows a ‘one-size-fits-all’ 

approach. 

 India is dealing with a scenario of significant teacher vacancies, which are to the tune of almost 

60-70 per cent in some states. 

 there are over one lakh single-teacher schools present across the country. 
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 Increased workload on the teachers (Mid-day meal, election duty etc.) and not following 

standard Teacher student ratio (1:30). 

 Absence of proper monitoring system for evaluating the performance of the teachers and no 

proper feedback providing system. 

 Results of TET shows dismal figures of only 3-4 percent of them passing the eligibility test. 

 Around 20 percent of regular teachers and 40 percent of contact teachersdid not have 

professional qualifications for elementary education. (NCTE study). 

 Increase in the culture of the private coaching classes and involvement of teachers there. 

 Appointment of Ad-hoc teachers because of the lack to adequate number of qualified and 

properly trained teachers 

 Wide spread corruption at various levels in teaching (management level, Internal politics etc.) 

 A National Council of Educational Research and Trainingstudy finds there is no systematic 

incorporation of teacher feedback into designing trainings, and little variation or consideration 

of local issues. There is no measure of whether this is translated into classroom practice. 

 Nearly half the teachersbelieve that not all children could achieve excellent educational 

outcomes because of their socioeconomic backgrounds. 

 Only 25% incorporate activity-based learningand 33% use storytelling or role-play in their 

pedagogic approach, either because these weren’t priorities or because they did not have time. 

 The National Accreditation and Assessment Council (NAAC), responsible for quality-standards in 

higher education, has only covered 30 per cent of all institutes since its establishment back in 

1994. 

 Till date, there is no accurate real-time database of the number and details of teacher education 

institutes, students enrolled and programmes offered. 

Opportunities present: 

 There are 17,000-odd Teacher Education Institutes (TEIs) that are responsible for preparing 

teachers through programmes such as the Bachelor of Education (B.Ed), and Diploma in 

Elementary Education (D.El.Ed). 

 Taking their sanctioned intake into account, at full operation, these TEIs could generate over 19 

lakh freshly trained teachers every year as against the estimated annual requirement of 3 lakh 

teachers. 

 To put things in perspective, currently, there are about 94 lakh teachers across all schools in 

India. 

 Every year, the teacher education system could therefore be producing one-fifth of the total 

number of school teachers. 

Way forward: 

 The World Development Report On Education (2018)states that “teacher skills and motivation 

both matter” and that individually-targeted, continued training is crucial to achieving learning 

improvements through teachers. 

 Better incentives for teachers:Post training, there should be no differences in the salary of 

teachers, public or private. This will attract the best young minds towards this profession and 

will help it regain lost ground. 

 Investments in teacher capacity through stronger training programmes. Teachers need 

to unlearn and relearn the subjectsand the way it should be taught. There is no point in 

teaching and employing rote learning, for just passing the examination. 
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 Teacher training programmes should be complemented by focus-group discussions with local 

NGOs and community-based organizations. 

 The teacher training models should have the ability to provide continuous professional 

development through a blended model, complementing existing physical trainings. 

 A technology-enabled platformwhich allows training to become a continuous activity rather 

than an annual event is necessary. 

 Another core determinant of quality is the curriculum which must be regularly revamped and 

revised to ensure that our teacher education system is aligned to global standards. 

 Ideally, given that teacher education requires a good mix of curricular inputs and good-quality 

pedagogy, experts are rightly advocating for a shift towards integrated four-year subject-specific 

programmes to be housed in multidisciplinary colleges and universities. 

 A common accreditation framework should be designed through a consultative process including 

all relevant stakeholders to facilitate its wider acceptability. 

 A transparent and credible system of accreditation could form the bedrock for weeding out 

substandard TEIs and propelling quality improvements in the rest. 

 Given the extensive landscape of the teacher education sector alone and current capacity 

constraints, it is necessary that multiple accreditation agencies be empaneled. 

 Apart from creating good content, it is also important to consider teachers’ technology 

consumption patterns, the potential of gamification to drive up engagementand the role of 

headmasters in promoting teachers’ professional development. 

Conclusion: 

Reforms must be driven by administrative will and executed through a well-established governance 

mechanism, clearly establishing ownership and accountability for set work streams across multiple 

agencies. Economist Eric Hanushek finds that a child taught by a good teacher gains 1.5 grade-level 

equivalents, while a child taught by a bad teacher only gets half an academic year’s worth. The 

pressing need of the hour is to focus on providing the best quality teacher education to those who 

aspire to build the future of this country. 

The gap between jobs needs and knowledge, and the absence of role models, need to 

be urgently addressed to harness India’s demographic dividend into a reality. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The author presents a bleak picture of education system in the country as a disconnected pedagogy. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must critically analyse the gap between jobs needs and knowledge, and the absence of 
role models in the country and to what extent they have been influencing the India’s demographic 
dividend and how the country should address it. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the gaps that the question is referring to. 
Body: 
The question is pretty much straightforward and direct and there isn’t much to deliberate. Students 
must focus to cover the following dimensions in the answer body – 
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Highlight the gaps present in the education system. 
Discuss the causes that have led to these gaps and explain why they have remained unaddressed. 
Take hints from the article and cover the various issues associated crisply. 
Suggest solutions to overcome these challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with efforts and policies of the government in this direction and suggest fixes to the existing 
and neglected aspects. 
 

Introduction 

One-nation-one-curriculum certainly has some advantages in enabling mobility of some jobs, 

especially in the national bureaucracy and a multinational economy. But it is at the cost of the 

developmental needs of the states and the emergence of good jobs there.  

This asymmetry is behind the aspirational dysfunction in higher education. It is this disconnect 

between jobs, needs and knowledge and the absence of role models, which is slowly turning our 

demographic dividend into an inefficient human capital on the streets. 

Body 

 India has one of the youngest populations in an aging world. By 2020, the median age in India will 

be just 28 years. Demographics can change the pace and pattern of economic growth. 

Low pedagogy detrimental for India’s demographic dividend 

 The focus on rote learning and lack of creativity in education leads to inefficient workforce 

graduating from colleges which do not meet the requirements of the industry. 

 Many youngsters are clueless about their strengths and the career they should pursue. Inability 

to choose the right course impacts their career adversely. 

 India is a culture focused on academic learning and professional qualifications. But today, due to 

volatile nature of the business environment, formal educational qualifications are not enough. 

 India is home to the world’s largest concentration of illiterate people in the world. It has made 

gains in human development, but challenges remain, including big barriers to secondary 

schooling, low-quality public services, and gender discrimination. 

Gaps present in the education system. 

 Engineering Stream: The national engineering curriculum fails in meeting regional needs. For 

instance, engineering for Himachal Pradesh needs to be different from that in Maharashtra or 

Kerala. 

 It must address the needs of core industries, local enterprises, the provisioning of basic 

amenities such as water and energy. None of this is in our national curricula or practiced 

at the IITs.  

 Moreover, there is no mechanism for engineering colleges to work with their 

communities at micro level. 

 Humanities: At the BA level, it is divided into several disciplines — for instance, political science, 

sociology etc.  

 This is unfortunate since much of life in India is interdisciplinary. 
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 As a result, many activities such as preparing the balance sheet for a farmer, or analysing 

public transport needs, and development concerns such as drinking water or even city 

governance, are given a miss. 

 Economics: The study of sectors such as small enterprises or basic economic services such as 

transportation is absent. The District Economic Survey, an important document prepared 

regularly by every state for each district, is not even mentioned. 

 Social Sciences: It has detailed theory on different institutions of the society (family, marriage, 

social classes etc).  

 This categorization is to perpetuate a peculiar intellectualism which is divorced from the 

community in which these institutions are embedded.  

 Hardly any social science department bothers to translate key state government 

documents, articles or texts from the vernacular press to English, let alone study them. 

This shortage of facts leads to a peculiar ghetto mentality which privileges classroom 

discourse and critique as the primary way of generating knowledge and dissent as an 

important output of the university.  

 There is no mention of important data sets such as the census or developmental 

program including MGNREGA in the curricula.  

All of this leads to gap between the job needs and knowledge and to come up with an effective plan 

for an ailing society or economy.  

Causes of these gaps 

 Indian universities are lagging in their research output. 

 Governments have interfered so much with the so-called autonomous Indian institutions that 

they no more remain academic but have become political battle-fields for different parties. 

 Characteristic of world-class universities is the enormous thrust laid on collaboration, openness 

and no impermeable hard boundaries between the various disciplines. 

 Contrary to this Indian education, system and Institutions nurtured a rigid culture of 

secretive and isolated work and too hard boundaries between different institutions 

and even between disciplines in the same Institution. 

 Sharing resources, open laboratories to all, is yet to be seen even in premier institutions and by 

well-known scientists and professors. This is major handicap preventing Indian Institutions from 

making headway in innovations and inventions. 

 It is very important to keep updating the curriculum as per the changing advancements in the 

field. At the same time, it must be ensured that the skill sets of students are used for solving real 

world challenges. 

 The Indian education institutions are bogged up into intertwined regulations and levels of 

controls that always end up at the doors of bureaucracy. 

Solutions 

 Centrally-funded institutions like the IITs, IIMs, and IISERs must devote 20 per cent of their 

curricula, faculty time and funding in solving regional problems.  

 They should do this through innovative multidisciplinary field-work based curricula, in 

partnerships with state agencies and regional universities.  

 These institutions and their partners will create a state-level knowledge network which 

implements a “Right to Know” — a right to an analysis of failures of public services and 

problems of small enterprises. 
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 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan: The government’s Unnat Bharat Abhiyan deems to create a new learning 

model for the youth by utilizing the raw intelligence of learners in esteemed institutions of 

higher learning towards the development of communities that surround them, in particular rural 

communities. 

 Institutions like IISc, IITs and JNU must administer a journal of development research as an 

avenue for reporting such work.  

 School curricula will include a substantial component of local and regional relevance — local 

maps, village handbooks, measurement of local produce, field trips to facilities such as bus 

depots or rice mills, and visits by local functionaries.  

 Colleges and educational institutions at the district level will have an important role in studying 

the outcomes of development programmes and providing professional support to state 

agencies.  

 This will be done by students, faculty members and fresh graduates through innovative 

curricula and mechanisms.  

Conclusion 

The above agenda will establish a new balance between science, social sciences, the state and the 

community, and a social understanding to sustain it. Only when this emerges, will we see Vikas and 

jobs which deliver value. It is also the only way to approach more vexing problems of sustainability, 

equity and culture. The gaps as highlighted must be addressed urgently to ensure that India can reap 

it’s demographic dividend. 

A public school system that guarantees universal access, good learning and all facilities 

has to be among the highest national priorities. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference : The Hindu 
Key demand of the question: 
The absence of basic infrastructure like toilets, playgrounds and electricity in govt. schools speaks 
poorly of policy priorities. Here, the question demands us to write in detail the issues faced, the 
implications of same on education and the possible way forward. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines poor infrastructure conditions present in the Government schools in 
India. The lack of power in schools is taken note of by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Human Resource Development in its latest report on budgetary grants for school education and 
literacy for 2020-21. 
Body: 
Discuss the various infrastructural issues found in our education system. 
The panel found from data for 2017-18, only 56.45% of government schools had electricity and 
56.98% a playground, while almost 40% lacked a boundary wall. 
neglect of toilet construction for children with special needs, failure to build toilets for girls in a third 
of secondary schools and laboratories for higher secondary science students etc. 
Reasons for such poor conditions: 
the allocation to the School Education and Literacy department has suffered a cut of 27.52%, 
amounting to ₹22,725 crore in the Budget Estimate for 2020-21, 
Implications of lack of basic infrastructure on children and demographic dividend on large. 
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Discuss about the policy measures needed. Talk about the Delhi model of education or any other 
successful model which could rejuvenate the broken infrastructure of our schools. 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction 

Education is one of the most powerful instruments for reducing poverty and inequality. Education is 

equally key to enhance India’s competitiveness in the global economy. A public-school system 

becomes highly necessary to provide, universal and quality basic education for all, in particular for 

the poor and rural population. This is central to the economic and social development of India. 

According to the District Information System for Education (DISE), 65% of all school-going children, 

113 million, get their education from government schools. 

Body 

Glaring gaps were noted by Parliamentary Standing Committee Report on Human Resource 

Development for school education and literacy for 2020-21. 

 Only 45% of government schools had electricity and 56.98% a playground, while 

almost 40% lacked a boundary wall. 

 There are some high-performing States, but even in politically well-represented Uttar Pradesh, 

almost 70% of schools lacked electricity. 

 Other depressing insights from the district information database as of end-2019 are, neglect of 

toilet construction for children with special needs, failure to build toilets for girls in a third of 

secondary schools and laboratories for higher secondary science students. 

India’s Education Scenario: Problems 

 Elementary Education 

 According to ASER report, only 16% of children in Class 1 can read the text at the 

prescribed level, while almost 40% cannot even recognize letters. 

 Gender Gap: There is still a deep gender divide in education amongst Indians. 

 For instance, Literacy rate: Male: 82.1%; Female: 65.5% 

 Many Indian parents choose government schools for girls in the age group of 4 to 

8 years while they favor private schools for boys (ASER 2019). 

 In case of higher education, GER of girls is marginally lower than that of boys at all India 

level and also in respect of most of the States. 

 There is a dual problem of both quality and quantity. At least 25% of school children in the four-

eight age group do not have age-appropriate cognitive and numeracy skills, making for a 

massive learning deficit at a very early stage. 

 A National Council of Educational Research and Training study finds there is no systematic 

incorporation of teacher feedback into designing training, and little variation or consideration of 

local issues. 

Importance of a good public school system 
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 Demographic dividend : A study by National Academy of Sciences, USA noted a clear dominance 

of improving education over age structure and give evidence that the demographic dividend is 

driven by human capital. Declining youth dependency ratios even show negative impacts on 

income growth when combined with low education. 

 Unified growth theory has established human capital as a trigger of both demographic 

transition and economic growth. 

 Formal Vocation training: The proportion of formally skilled workers in India is extremely low, 

at 4.69% of total workforce, compared to 24% in China, 52% in the US and 68% in the UK. 

 Human capital: In the larger domain of human capital, education and skill development has a big 

role. 

 Between 1990 and 2017, India’s HDI value incased from 0.427 to 0.640, an increase of 

nearly 50 percent – and an indicator of the country’s remarkable achievement in lifting 

millions of people out of poverty. 

 Movements in the HDI are driven by changes in education, health and income. 

 Economic Development : Education raises people’s productivity and creativity and promotes 

entrepreneurship and technological advances. In addition, it plays a very crucial role in securing 

economic and social progress and improving income distribution. 

 Human capital is created initially by providing children with primary and secondary 

schooling. 

 Private financing of this type of investment is not feasible for poor children. 

 Countries that are highly developed today have a long history of providing free or highly-

subsidized education to the poor. 

 Women Empowerment: Through education, women have better access and opportunities in the 

workforce, leading to increased income and less isolation at home or exclusion from financial 

decisions. 

Steps being taken 

 Digital Gender Atlas for advancing Girls’ Education: This tool is developed by Department of 

School Education and Literacy with support from UNICEF. It will identify low performing 

geographic pockets for girls, especially from marginalized groups such as scheduled caste and 

scheduled tribes. 

 ‘Adarsh’ integrated school system of Rajasthan is an example of a school complex system. Here 

one school provides classes from l to XII under one principal. There is one such school in every 

gram panchayat. 

 Economic Survey 2018-19 opines that BBBP(Beti Bachao Beti Padhao) has been a success and 

propose to extend the cause of Gender equality by coining the slogan of BADLAV (Beti Aapki 

Dhan Lakshmi Aur Vijay-Lakshmi) to enhance the contribution of women in the workforce and 

the economy. 

 Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat: Nationwide sub-program of SSA to improve comprehensive early 

reading, writing and early mathematics program for children in Classes I and II. 

 Teacher Competency: In line with this, MHRD and the National Council for Teacher Education 

launched the National Teacher Platform or Diksha in 2017. It is a one-stop solution to address 

teacher competency gaps. 

 Increasing focus on early childhood education as per the draft New Education Policy (under 

Chairmanship of Kasturirangan). 

Conclusion 
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Global research shows that 90% of brain growth occurs by age 5, meaning that the quality of early 

childhood education has a crucial impact on the development and long-term schooling of a child. 

This will need the Anganwadi’s to be strengthened. The entire age band from 4 to 8 needs to be 

seen as a continuum, and curriculum progression across grades and schooling stages designed 

accordingly. For an effective and implementable curriculum, the process of designing, planning, 

piloting, and finalizing needs to keep ground realities in mind. Thus, Public School System needs to 

have quality infrastructure to ensure better learning outcomes which will eventually lead to a 

stronger Human Capital and Economic Development. 

Despite various initiatives and projects, low priority is conferred to school education 

system in India. Do you agree with this view? Remark.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article brings out the lacunae in the Indian education system despite various efforts on the policy 
front. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the gaps in the school education system in the country and need to address 
them. 
Directive: 
Remark – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you are in agreement with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the present scenario of education system in the country. 
Body: 
Firstly bring out the gaps in the policies and framework that concern the Education system in the 
country. 
Take hints from the article; discuss the factors that challenge the existing policies and point at the 
gaps in them such as poor electricity, poor infrastructure etc. 
Discuss what steps should be taken to address these gaps. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction: 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource Development (HRD) recently 

submitted its report on the 2020-2021 demand for grants for school education to the Rajya Sabha. In 

this report, the committee has made various observations on state of government schools in India. 

Body: 

Findings of the reports: 

 Almost half the government schools in the country do not have electricity or playgrounds. 

 The budgetary allocations saw a 27% cut from proposals made by the School Education 

Department. Despite proposals for ₹82,570 crores, only ₹59,845 crores were allocated. 

 The panel expressed disappointment over the stark deficits in the government school 

infrastructure. 

 Only 56% of schools have electricity, with the lowest rates in Manipur and Madhya Pradesh, 

where less than 20% have access to power. 
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 As per UDISE survey, less than 57% of schools have playgrounds, including less than 30% of 

schools in Odisha and Jammu and Kashmir. 

 There is slow progress in building classrooms, labs and libraries to strengthen government higher 

secondary schools. 

 Overall, for the core Samagra Shiksha Scheme, the department had only spent 71% of revised 

estimates by December 31, 2019. 

 India is also dealing with a scenario of significant teacher vacancies, which are to the tune of 

almost 60-70 per cent in some states. 

Needs for reforms: 

The learning crisis is evident in the fact that almost half of the children in grade 5 in rural 

India cannot solve a simple two-digit subtraction problem, while 67 per cent of children in grade 8 in 

public schools score less than 50 per cent in competency-based assessments in mathematics. 

 

Measures needed: 

 Core schemes should get additional funds at the revised estimates stage. 

 HRD Ministry should collaborate with the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme to construct boundary walls. 

 It should also work with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy to provide solar and other 

energy sources so that schools have access to power. 

 A mission made approach to ensure infrastructure in schools like that of a 100day programme 

for education that focused on part on training of schoolteachers and opening of central schools. 

 Solar power can be installed in schools and toilets built for all students in 100 days. 

 For playgrounds, as of now it can be relied upon community grounds until permanent 

arrangements are made. 
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 Community participation can make sure that the objectives are satisfactorily met. 

Conclusion: 

To usher in demographic dividend, it is necessary to allocate sufficient funds for school 

education as well as efficient utilization of it.  A public school system that guarantees universal 

access, good learning and all facilities has to be among the highest national priorities. 

What do you understand by “OneHealth Sceince “? Discuss in detail the challenges 

involved in operationalizing it in the Indian context along with its significance. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article captures detailed insights of the One Health approach and brings out the significance of 
the same. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the system of “OneHealth apprach” and explain the challenges involved in 
operationalizing it in the Indian context. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain what you understand by “OneHealth apprach”. 
Body: 
‘One Health’ is an approach to designing and implementing programs, policies, legislation, and 
research in which multiple sectors communicate and work together to achieve better public health 
outcomes. 
Then discuss why we need such an approach. 
Explain the challenges involved in operationalizing the concept. 
Take hints from the article and justify your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that An opportunity now exists for India to leap-frog over the systemic and institutional 
barriers that prevent an integrated OneHealth framework from being operationalized. 
 

Introduction: 

The World Organization of Animal Health, commonly known as OIE (an abbreviation of its 

French title), summarizes the One Health concept as “human health and animal health are 

interdependent and bound to the health of the ecosystems in which they exist”. It is gaining 

importance as most of the contagious diseases affecting humans are zoonotic (animal to man origin) 

in nature. The concept of One Health can be effectively implemented for reducing incidence of 

emerging zoonotic threats like COVID-19. 

Body: 

The Government of India has recently launched the National Mission on Biodiversity and 

Human Well-being. The mission aims to explore the neglected links between biodiversity science and 

human well-being across the sectors of health, economic development, agricultural production and 
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livelihood generation, in combination with efforts to mitigate climate change and related disasters. 

One of the components of the mission explicitly links biodiversity to human health through the 

OneHealth framework. 

Key facts: 

 According to The World Organization of Animal Health, 60% of existing human infectious 

diseases are zoonotic i.e. they are transmitted from animals to humans; 75% of emerging 

infectious human diseases have an animal origin. 

 Of the five new human diseases appearing every year, three originate in animals. 

 80% biological agents with potential bio-terrorist use are zoonotic pathogens. 

 It is estimated that zoonotic diseases account for nearly two billion cases per year resulting in 

more than two million deaths — more than from HIV/AIDS and diarrhea. 

 One-fifth of premature deaths in poor countries are attributed to diseases transmitted from 

animals to humans. 

 

Significance: 

 One Health is the collaborative efforts of multiple disciplines working locally, nationally, and 

globally, to attain optimal health for people, animals and our environment, as defined by the 

One Health Initiative Task Force. 

 One Health model facilitates interdisciplinary approach in disease control so as to control 

emerging and existing zoonotic threats. 

 One Health model is a globally accepted model for research on epidemiology, diagnosis and 

control of zoonotic diseases. 

 The WHO is very effectively addressing emerging issues of antimicrobial resistance through One 

Health research. 
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 All the developing countries are in the process of promoting One Health research for developing 

a sustainable disease control system. 

Challenges faced:  

 Developing countries like India have much greater stake in strong One Health systems on 

account of agricultural systems resulting in uncomfortably close proximity of animals and 

humans. 

 The size of India’s human and animal populations is almost the same; 121 crore people (2011 

Census) and 125.5 crore livestock and poultry. 

 A network of 1.90 lakh health institutions in the government sector form the backbone of health 

governance, supported by a large number of private facilities. 

 On the other hand, only 65,000 veterinary institutions tend to the health needs of 125.5 crore 

animals; and this includes 28,000 mobile dispensaries and first aid centres with bare minimum 

facilities. 

 Private sector presence in veterinary services is close to being nonexistent. 

Way forward: 

 There is need for strengthening veterinary institutions and services. 

 The most effective and economical approach is to control zoonotic pathogens at their animal 

source. 

 It calls not only for close collaboration at local, regional and global levels among veterinary, 

health and environmental governance, but also for greater investment in animal health 

infrastructure. 

 This calls for strict health surveillance to incorporate domestic animals, livestock and poultry too. 

 Humans require a regular diet of animal protein. Thus, loss of food animals on account of poor 

health or disease too becomes a public health issue even though there may be no disease 

transmission, and we lose 20% of our animals this way. 

 There could not be a stronger case for reinventing the entire animal husbandry sector to be able 

to reach every livestock farmer, not only for disease treatment but for prevention and 

surveillance to minimise the threat to human health. 

 Early detection at animal source can prevent disease transmission to humans and introduction 

of pathogens into the food chain. 

 So a robust animal health system is the first and a crucial step in human health. 

 Disease surveillance has to go beyond humans and encompass preventive health and hygiene in 

livestock and poultry, improved standards of animal husbandry for greater food safety, and 

effective communication protocols between animal and public health systems. 

Conclusion: 

The frequency with which new pathogens are emerging or old ones are re-emerging across the 

world are alarm calls for greater transparency, cross-country collaborations, and enhanced national 

infrastructure and capacity for integrated OneHealth science. The cause of mitigating large-scale 

human suffering justifies making such a hitherto unprecedented effort. 

To be among the best in the world, Indian universities must be freed from excessive 

interference and politicisation”, Examine.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
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Why this question: 
In the recent subject-wise ranking of world universities by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), Indian 
institutions improved with 26 departments or schools placed in the top 100 of their respective 
disciplines. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to bring out the current challenges that the Indian universities are facing 
owing to political interferences and control. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly highlight the fact pointed out by the study, highlight where India stands. 
Body: 
Explain that While this is a reason to celebrate, not even a single Indian university features in the QS 
ranking of the world’s top 150 in overall parameters. 
Discuss how these universities have been major centres of innovation in teaching and research 
thanks to independence from bureaucratic or corporate meddling and political intervention by 
parties of the day. 
They could remain centres of extraordinary excellence in a sustained way by according primacy to 
matters of the mind, i.e. intellectual ideas and solutions to problems, and avoiding becoming hostage 
to dogmatic thought. 
List down the challenges they are facing. 
Suggest solutions to address such concerns. 
Highlight efforts of the government in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India has miles to go in higher education. Unlike in authoritarian and top-down China, 
there is little likelihood of a meteoric breakout of multiple Indian universities into the top 100 of the 
worlds at a rapid clip. To be among the best in the world, Indian universities must be freed from 
excessive interference and politicisation. 
Introduction: 

India is a rapidly changing country in which inclusive, high-quality education is of utmost 

importance for its future prosperity. The country is currently in a youth bulge phase. It has the 

largest youth population in the world—a veritable army of 600 million young people under the age 

of 25. 

In the recent subject-wise ranking of world universities by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), Indian 

institutions improved with 26 departments or schools placed in the top 100 of their respective 

disciplines. However, not even a single Indian university features in the QS ranking of the world’s top 

150 in overall parameters. 

Body: 
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Challenges facing Indian higher education: 

 Politicization and interference in universities: 

 Politicization, ideological rigidity and nepotism, and excessive interference and over-

regulation, are some of the major challenges faced today. 

 Insularity and self-congratulatory frog-in-the-well attitudes have held us back for long. 

 Most importantly, our universities must have the drive to excel and compete with Chinese 

or Western universities. 

 Ingrained mediocrity and laid-back culture which result in inadequate training of students in 

theories and methodologies have to be overcome. 

 Gross Enrolment Rate issues: 

 India’s higher education system, does not have the capacity to achieve enrolment ratios 

anywhere close to those of other middle-income economies. 

 The country’s tertiary gross enrolment rate is growing fast, but remains more than 20 

percentage points below that of China or Brazil, despite the creation of large numbers of 

higher education institutions (HEIs) in recent years. 

 Brain-Drain: 
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 Educational attainment in present-day India is also not directly correlated to employment 

prospects—a fact that raises doubts about the quality and relevance of Indian education. 

 Such bottlenecks have caused a large-scale outflow of labour migrants and international 

students from India. 

 The number of Indian students enrolled in degree programs abroad has grown almost 

fivefold since 1998, while hundreds of thousands of labour migrants leave the country each 

year. 

 Many of these migrants are low-skilled workers, but there is also a pronounced brain drain 

of skilled professionals of 950,000 Indian scientists and engineers lived in the U.S. alone in 

2013 (a steep increase of 85 percent since 2003). 

 Regulation: 

 High control and low on support and facilitation 

 UGC has been accused of biased granting of funds 

 Undermining independence of autonomous universities 

 UGC’s flawed method of determining recruitment and career advancement of faculty: 

Academic Performance Indicator (API). 

 Private colleges and Deemed Universities: 

 Arbitrary nature of fees; “capitation fees” 

 Admissions manipulated- Management quotas 

 Ill equipped to organize courses 

 De facto management—the trustees of the sponsoring societies or trusts 

Measures needed to improve status of Indian Universities: 

 The best Indian universities would require a kind of “cultural revolution” to join the ranks of 

global world-class universities and to be able to lure top faculty. 

 It is virtually impossible for India to attract large numbers of international professors of high 

standing and ability without dramatic changes in many aspects of the existing governance 

structure in higher education. Dramatically enhanced funding would also be required. 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development should be working closely with the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs to have a road map that incentivizes CSR funding to be made available for 

universities. 

 There need to be an immediate move to attract more candidates, such as the faculty 

recruitment drive in the US, and monetary incentives like the Young Faculty Incentive 

Fellowship Scheme. 

 Parallel development in infrastructure is necessary to accommodate the research needs of 

incoming faculty. 

 The structural and practical realities of Indian universities make them generally unattractive to 

academic talent from abroad, this must be rectified at the earliest. 
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 The key motivation for hiring foreign faculty must be to improve international competitiveness 

and secure positions in global rankings, which in turn would also attract more motivated 

students. 

 Attracting foreign nationals, Indians who studied at prestigious foreign universities by offering 

higher salaries and other benefits. 

 The moral and motivation of the academics have to be maintained. Not only attract the quality 

but also retain the quality of teachers. For this, the recruitment and the promotion policy has to 

be looked into. Recruitment policy on merit, kind of promotion on merit and in intervals would 

retain good teachers. 

Way forward: 

 There is much for India to learn from those who are miles ahead of us. 

 One common factor behind the success of the topmost universities is the freedom with which 

they operate. They have been major centres of innovation in teaching and research thanks to 

independence from bureaucratic or corporate meddling and political intervention by parties of 

the day. 

 They could remain centres of extraordinary excellence in a sustained way by according primacy 

to matters of the mind, i.e. intellectual ideas and solutions to problems, and avoiding becoming 

hostage to dogmatic thought. 

 All the great universities of the world are ideologically pluralistic, with a mix of right, left and 

center among their faculty and students. There is no institutional line or official position on any 

issue. 

 The world’s best universities are known for involving their own alumni in governance and 

reforms. 

 The government’s decision to identify 20 Institutes of Eminence (IOEs) which will get maximum 

autonomy from bureaucracy in order to climb up the world rankings is a step in the right 

direction. 

 The selected IOEs must innovate with new degree programmers, expanded variety of faculty 

members and digital learning platforms. 

 India has miles to go in higher education. Unlike in authoritarian and top-down China, there is 

little likelihood of a meteoric breakout of multiple Indian universities into the top 100 of the 

world at a rapid clip. 

 India’s democratic and contested character renders change evolutionary and cumulative. Still, 

with long-term vision and selfless leadership, our universities can eventually make it. 

Conclusion: 

If universities become center of fresh knowledge production, then things change. Complete freedom 

of thought in direction and ideas is need of the hour. There is a prevailing culture that knowledge is 

finite and job of student is to master pre-existing knowledge. This has a limiting problem in 

educational culture which needs to be challenged. 

Assess the effect of the COVID-19 outbreak on the world economy. Also propose some 

safeguards that India can take to shield its economy at this stage.(250 words) 
Reference: Economic Times 
Why this question: 
The article brings about a detailed analysis of the impact of Corona outbreak on the world economy 
and the steps that India need to take. 
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Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the impact of covid-19 on the world economy and what safeguards should India 
make to protect itself. 
Directive: 
Assess – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present a brief introduction about the recent breakdown of the COVID-19. 
Body: 
Discuss the main areas in which the world economy had hit badly. For example, travel and tourism, 
India’s medicine manufacturing industry, textile 
Industry, world’s growth dips etc. 
Discuss the sectors which can witness growth for example, personal care items, online shopping, 
education etc. 
Suggest suitable measures to be taken in this regard for India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Coronavirus, which began as an epidemic across China, has affected more than 92,000 people 

out of which 80,000 confirmed cases are in mainland China alone, with the death toll reaching 3,130 

people. The situation is a public health emergency and also an increasing fear that the pandemic will 

spread across other regions. 

Body: 

Effects of the COVID-19 outbreak on the world economy: 

 Impact on China: 

 China has become an indispensable part of the global business. Due to the spread of 

Coronavirus, various economic activities in China have taken a hit. 

 Businesses are dealing with lost revenue and disrupted supply chains due to China’s factory 

shutdowns. 

 Travel to and from China has also been restricted. 

 According to a Reuter’s poll of economists, China’s economic growth expected to slow to 

4.5% in the first quarter of 2020 – the slowest pace since the financial crisis. 

 Based on the value of its exports to mainland China and Hong Kong relative to GDP, Taiwan 

is likely to be the hardest hit, followed by Vietnam, Malaysia, and South Korea. 

 Impact on Trade and commerce: 

 Chinese economy accounts for 16% of global output. China has grown into the world’s 

factory, churning out products such as iPhone, cars, luxury products and driving demand for 

commodities like oil and copper. 

 Factory shutdowns are causing a shortage of products and parts from China, affecting 

companies around the world, including Apple and Nissan. 
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 Unavailability of workers: Factories delayed opening after the Lunar New Year as workers 

stayed home to help reduce the spread of the virus. 

 Electronics, consumer goods, chemicals, auto components and pharmaceuticals are seen as 

the most vulnerable sectors. 

 Pharmaceuticals: Prices of some bulk drugs have already risen. 

 Impacts on Global supply chains: 

 There is a threat to global supply chains (GVCs). Qualcomm (QCOM), the world’s biggest 

maker of smartphone chips, warned of uncertainty around demand for smart-phones, and 

supplies needed to produce them. 

 Auto parts shortages have forced Hyundai (HYMTF)to close plants in South Korea and 

caused Fiat Chrysler (FCAU) to make contingency plans for plants in Europe. 

 Automobile sector: Car plants across China have been ordered to remain closed, preventing 

global automakers Volkswagen, Toyota (TM), Daimler (DDAIF), General Motors (GM), 

Renault (RNLSY), Honda (HMC) and Hyundai (HYMTF) from resuming operations in world’s 

largest car market. 

 Oil industry: 

 The petrochemical sector serves as the backbone for various other manufacturing and non-

manufacturing sectors such as infrastructure, automobile, textiles and consumer durables. 

China is the world’s biggest oil importer. With Coronavirus hitting manufacturing and travel, 

the International Energy Agency (IEA) has predicted the first drop in global oil demand in a 

decade, causing a drop in oil prices. 

 The oil market is currently facing a situation called ‘contango’, wherein spot prices are 

lower than futures contracts. 

 Industries are realigning their strategy amid energy demand forecasts. 

 Crude-dependent sectors: Sectors such as aviation, shipping, road and rail transportation 

are likely to gain from a sudden drop in crude oil prices. 

 Benefit to oil-importing nations: Major oil importers such as India will get a better bargain 

with reduced oil prices. 

 Travel industry: 

 Chinese tourist numbers are now falling sharply as China bars its citizens from group tours 

abroad, and many countries refuse or restrict the entry of Chinese. 

 Many trade shows and sporting events in China and across Asia have been cancelled or 

postponed. 

 Popular Chinese destination to lose: Judging by the size of Chinese visitors’ expenditures 

relative to GDP, popular destinations such as Thailand, Vietnam, and Singapore will take the 

hardest hit. Japan will also be adversely affected especially with Summer Olympic Games 

being scheduled to start in Tokyo on July 24. 
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 Financial sector: 

 As infections increase, especially in Asian financial hubs such as Hong Kong and Singapore, 

financial deals could be disrupted. It can disrupt economic activities due to supply-side 

constraints, which will result in market volatility. 

 Gold prices: Due to fear and uncertainty in markets about the scale and impact of the virus 

outbreak, gold prices have risen as the commodity is considered a safe haven. 

Implications on India: 

 India Inc. after initially exulting over export opportunities opening up due to China’s shutdown, 

is now beginning to fret about production-line disruptions should the shutdown continue. 

 A leading car-maker has warned that the shortage of auto parts could impede the BS-VI 

transition, while a two-wheeler maker has indicated a 10 per cent production cut. 

 The shut-down has exposed a major chink in the armour of Make in India. 

 India imports a bulk of its raw materials from China. Scarcity of some raw materials will lead to 

higher prices. India must leverage the lower oil prices and increase its exports amidst a shortage 

of Chinese exports to the world market. 

 Tirupur’s MSME garment exporters are worried about disrupted supplies of blended fabric and 

accessories while pharma firms, depending on China for 70 per cent of their active ingredients, 

have seen shortages spark price spirals in widely used drugs. 

 One bright spot for India Inc. lies in the 10-15 per cent decline in global oil and metal prices since 

the outbreak, but cost savings will provide cold comfort if supply disruptions force production 

cuts. 

 India is the world’s third-largest oil importer and fourth-largest buyer of liquefied natural gas 

(LNG). New oil dynamics can help India contain its current account deficit; maintain a stable 

exchange regime; and consequently inflation. This could be a good time for Indian airlines to 

make up for losses. 

 India recently announced the temporary suspension of the e-visa facility for Chinese travellers 

and foreigners residing in China. Since air travel between India and China had grown significantly 

owing to increased business activities, business travel segment will take a hit. 

 Exchange rate (rupee against the dollar) is rising, which is also leading to higher costs. 

Safeguards that India can take to shield its economy: 

 Indian companies are not major participants in the global supply chains originating in China. 

 The crude oil prices are slipping which is good news for the macro economy and inflation. 

 The government needs to watch the developing situation and, for now, do all it can to support 

industries that are reliant on Chinese inputs. 

 India and the other countries should be prepared to face the effects both in terms of the spread 

of the virus and in dealing with the economic slowdown which can occur. 

 RBI Governor has said that the Reserve Bank of India is reviewing the retail inflation targeting 

framework behind monetary policy decision as well as its effectiveness and also plans to hold 

stakeholders’ consultations including with the government in June. 

Conclusion: 
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It is critical to mount a coordinated and coherent response. This not only means involvement 

of both public and private sectors but also allopathic and non-allopathic medical systems, different 

departments such as police, fire, transportation, tourism, food supplies and other sectors. 

What do you understand by community transmission? In the event of it, explain how 

the health system will have to be geared up to meet additional challenges.(250 words) 
Reference:  www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the perils of an all-out lockdown due to COVID-19. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain what community transmission is and the necessary interventions a health system must make 
to control and contain the situation. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what community transmission is. 
Body: 
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), community transmission “is evidenced by the 
inability to relate confirmed cases through chains of transmission for a large number of cases, or by 
increasing positive tests through sentinel samples (routine systematic testing of respiratory samples 
from established laboratories)” 
It means that the virus is now circulating in the community, and can infect people with no history 
either of travel to affected areas or of contact with an infected person. 
Explain what the health system in such situations should be like and be ready with. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to evaluate the situation and take necessary actions. 
 

Introduction: 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) says community transmission “is evidenced by the inability 

to relate confirmed cases through chains of transmission for a large number of cases, or by 

increasing positive tests through sentinel samples (routine systematic testing of respiratory samples 

from established laboratories)”. If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19, her or his infection is either 

linked to travel history to a country where the disease is widespread, or if that person has come in 

contact with someone who is already infected. But when the source of transmission for a large 

number of people is not traceable it is called a community transmission. 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has announced that it would start testing influenza 

patients without any travel history or contact with novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) for signs of 

community transmission. 

Body: 

US had confirmed its first case of community transmission last month. Since then, a number of 

American states have reported similar instances of coronavirus patients with no travel history or 

contact with infected people. Cases of community transmission have also been confirmed in the UK, 

Australia and Indonesia. Most types of influenza and bird flu outbreaks in the past were known to 
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have spread through community transmission. The outbreak of H1N1 in 2009, commonly known as 

swine flu, was primarily through community transmission. 

Challenges posed by Community transmission: 

 The Indian government has been closely monitoring the outbreak in the country through contact 

tracing. 

 Contact tracing means when a case of coronavirus is detected, each individual with whom the 

patient has come in contact is closely monitored. If necessary, these individuals can be kept in 

isolation to prevent the infection from spreading further. 

 In the case of community transmission, contact tracing is inadequate in containing the disease. 

This is because any person — irrespective of whether she or he has been exposed to an already 

infected person or have travelled to affected countries — remains vulnerable. 

 This is particularly worrisome for health officials because that means the virus is in the 

community but no one knows where it has come from or track its origins. This also means the 

virus can be widespread in a community. 

Measures undertaken by India: 

 Restrictions on travel to China were imposed very early on. 

 as cases started being imported from other countries, flight and visa restrictions were put in 

place for those countries. 

 It has now shut itself to every country in the world because the virus has spread almost 

everywhere on the planet, even to remote Pacific Ocean islands. 

 States Lockdown are already in place. 

 Rajasthan, Punjab, Bengal and many other states have announced state-wide lockdown. 

 Indian Railways has stopped all passenger train services till April 14. 

 Metro and suburban train services have also been restricted  

Measures that the health system need to take to meet additional challenges:  

 Strengthening the medical infrastructure: 

 The ventilator demand will most likely go up to 1 million even as the report pegs the current 

availability in India between 30,000 to 50,000 ventilators. 

 There is an urgent need to ensure an ample supply of personal protective equipment (i.e., 

masks and gowns) for healthcare workers. Without them, they get sick, further straining the 

capacity of the healthcare system to respond to the ongoing outbreak. 

 The testing should be made free of charge and make necessary arrangements to extend 

free treatment even in private healthcare institutions. 

 Strict implementation of Social Distancing and contract tracing: 

 Social distancing includes ways to stop or slow the spread of infectious diseases. It means 

less contact between you and other people. 

 containing the spread of the coronavirus by social distancing policy, conducting proper 

contact tracing of positive cases and by ensuring that all those in home quarantine are 

monitored. 
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 Aggressive measures to find, isolate, test, treat and trace are not only the best and fastest 

way out of extreme social and economic restrictions. 

 New technologies such as the use of big data and artificial intelligence (AI) to strengthen 

contact tracing and the management of priority populations. 

 Cluster Containment: 

 The cluster containment strategy intends to contain the disease within a defined geographic 

area by early detection, breaking the chain of transmission and thus preventing its spread 

to new areas. 

 It includes geographic quarantine, social distancing measures, enhanced active surveillance, 

testing all suspected cases, isolation of cases, home quarantine of contacts, social 

mobilization to follow preventive public health measures. 

 Involvement of the Private Sector: 

 The government is working with private hospitals to develop standard operating procedures 

for treatment and isolation of patients. 

 The involvement of the private sector may face some issues like the possibility of 

profiteering, affordability issues, crowding of people at a large number of places, etc. 

 Involvement of Community: 

 Tailored strategies could include: mail outs, community radio, working with neighbouring 

communities to obtain necessary information, posters, door-to-door messaging. 

 Tailoring may also include messaging from people who are familiar or trusted. 

 Voluntary avoidance of crowded places 

 It is recommended for a person who is asymptomatic and who is considered to have had a 

medium risk of exposure to the virus that causes COVID-19. This involves avoiding crowded 

public spaces and places where rapid self-isolation upon onset of symptoms may not be 

feasible. 

Conclusion: 

The community transmission phase of the disease can be curbed if the community and the 

government work collectively and follow the set guidelines of social distancing, home quarantine 

and treatment. The third stage of the outbreak focused on reducing clusters of cases, thoroughly 

controlling the epidemic and striking a balance between epidemic prevention and control, 

sustainable economic and social development, the unified command, standardised guidance, and 

scientific evidence-based policy implementation. 

TB even today remains one of the leading causes of death worldwide. Deliberate upon 

the national and global efforts to eliminate the disease by 2035. (250 words) 
Reference: who.int 
Why this question: 
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World Tuberculosis (TB) Day is observed on March 24 to raise public awareness about the 
devastating health, social and economic consequences of TB, and to step up efforts to end the global 
TB epidemic. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the national and global efforts to eliminate TB by 2035. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss what TB is. Present some key facts such as TB remains the world’s deadliest infectious 
killer. Each day, over 4000 people lose their lives to TB and close to 30,000 people fall ill with this 
preventable and curable disease. 
Body: 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a joint initiative “Find. Treat. All. #EndTB” with 
the Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership, with the aim of accelerating the TB response and ensuring 
access to care, in line with WHO’s overall drive towards Universal Health Coverage. 
Discuss in detail the initiatives taken by the govt. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Tuberculosis (TB) remains the biggest killer disease in India, outnumbering all other infectious 

diseases put together — this despite our battle against it from 1962, when the National TB 

Programme (NTP) was launched. Each year, we commemorate World Tuberculosis (TB) Day on 

March 24 to raise public awareness about the devastating health, social and economic consequences 

of TB, and to step up efforts to end the global TB epidemic. 

Body: 

TB situation: 

In India: 

 Tuberculosis incidence rate in India has decreased by almost 50,000 patients over the past one 

year (26.9 lakh TB patients in India in 2018). 

 Incidence per 1,00,000 population has decreased from 204 in 2017 to 199 in 2018. 

 Number of patients being tested for rifampicin resistance has increased from 32% in 2017 to 

46% in 2018. 

 Treatment success rate has increased to 81% for new and relapse cases (drug sensitive) in 2017, 

which was 69% in 2016. 

In World: 

 Each day, over 4000 people lose their lives to TB and close to 30,000 people fall ill with this 

preventable and curable disease. 

 Global efforts to combat TB have saved an estimated 58 million lives since the year 2000. 

India’s efforts to eliminate TB: 

 In 2018, Indian government launched Joint Effort for Elimination of Tuberculosis (JEET), to 

increase the reporting of TB cases by the private sector. 
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 National Strategic Plan (NSP) for TB Elimination (2017-2025) was launched in 2017. The 

government also called for the elimination of TB by 2025, five years prior to the international 

target (2030). 

 The NSP plans to provide incentives to private providers for following the standard 

protocols for diagnosis and treatment as well as for notifying the government of cases. 

 Further, patients referred to the government will receive a cash transfer to compensate 

them for the direct and indirect costs of undergoing treatment and as an incentive to 

complete treatment. 

 “Nikshay,” (2012) an online tuberculosis reporting system for medical practitioners and clinical 

establishments was set up. The aim is to increase the reporting of tuberculosis, especially from 

the private sector. 

 In 1992, the WHO devised the Directly Observed Treatment-Short Course (DOTS) strategy and 

advised all countries to adopt the strategy to combat the menace of tuberculosis. The DOTS 

strategy is based on 5 pillars: 

 political commitment and continued funding for TB control programs 

 diagnosis by sputum smear examinations 

 uninterrupted supply of high-quality anti-TB drugs 

 drug intake under direct observation 

 accurate reporting and recording of all registered cases 

 The Indian government has been implementing Programmatic Management of Drug Resistant TB 

(PMDT) services, for the management of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and TB-HIV 

collaborative activities for TB-HIV 

Global efforts to end TB: 

 The World Health Assembly-approved Global TB Strategy aims for a 90 per cent reduction in TB 

deaths and an 80 per cent reduction in the TB incidence rate by 2030 compared with 2015 

levels. The Strategy established milestones for 2020 of a 35% reduction in TB deaths and a 20% 

reduction in the TB incidence rate from 2015 levels. 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a joint initiative “Find. Treat. All. 

#EndTB” with the Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership, with the aim of accelerating the TB 

response and ensuring access to care, in line with WHO’s overall drive towards Universal Health 

Coverage. 

 This World TB Day, WHO calls on governments, affected communities, civil society 

organizations, health-care providers, and national/international partners to unite forces under 

the banner “Find. Treat. All. #EndTB” to ensure no one is left behind. 

 Ending the TB epidemic by 2030 is one of the targets under SDG 3, which is to “ensure healthy 

lives and pro-mote well-being for all at all ages.” 

 The UN Political Declaration on TB in 2018 includes 4 new global targets: 

 Treat 40 million people for TB disease in the 5-year period 2018-22 (7 million in 2018). 

 Reach at least 30 million people with TB preventive treatment for a latent TB infection in 

the 5-year period 2018-22. 
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 Mobilize at least US$13 billion annually for universal access to TB diagnosis, treatment 

and care by 2022. 

 Mobilize at least US$2 billion annually for TB research 

Way forward: 

 It is important to address the social conditions and factors which contribute to and increase 

vulnerability to tuberculosis. Concerted efforts should be made to address the issues of 

undernourishment, diabetes, alcohol and tobacco use. 

 Increased political will, financial resources and increasing research to develop new ways to 

diagnose, treat and prevent TB will help achieve the goal. 

 Private sector engagement in combating TB needs to be strengthened. The private sector 

should also be incentivized to report TB cases. Example: The Kochi Model– Increasing TB cases 

reporting from private sector 

 There is an urgent need for cost-effective point-of-care devices that can be deployed for TB 

diagnosis in different settings across India. 

 Universal access to drug, susceptibility testing at diagnosis to ensure that all patients are given 

appropriate treatment, including access to second-line treatment for drug-resistant TB. 

 To ensure public participation — a missing element in the RNTCP —in public-private 

participation mode. 

 Mass awareness campaigns like ‘TB Harega Desh Jeetega’ can play an important role in breaking 

social taboos regarding TB. 

 Conclusion: 

India has the highest TB burden in the world. Given our inter-connected world and the airborne 

spread of TB, we need collective global action. Ending TB in India will have massive global impact in 

addition to saving the lives of tens of millions of India’s people over the next 25 years. Even if ending 

TB by 2025 is not complete, pulling the TB curve down by 2025 and sustaining the decline ever after 

is a possibility. 

Amidst the all-round disruption caused to the economy by the COVID-19 outbreak, a 

concern across the world is the possibility of a loss of jobs, discuss the idea of 

‘Kurzarbeit’ under such circumstances.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Amid the all-round disruption caused to the economy by the novel coronavirus outbreak, a concern 
across the world is the possibility of loss of jobs. 
Germany’s Kurzabeit is being mentioned time and again in this context. Also, the German cabinet is 
planning to extend the benefit of short-time work allowance by the first half of April through 
legislation. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of Kurzabeit and its significance in the current times. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Briefly define – Kurzarbeit; it is German for “short-work”. The policy provides for a short-time work 
allowance, called kurzarbeitgeld, which partially compensates for lost earnings during uncertain 
economic situations. 
Body: 
Explain how it works – When companies face a loss of earnings due to unforeseen economic 
situations, they often need to cut back on their working hours or send some of their employees’ 
home. 
The Kurzarbeit scheme aims to address workers who are impacted by loss of income due to 
shortened work hours during such times. They can apply for short-term work benefits under the 
scheme, with the government stepping in to pay employees a part of their lost income. 
This helps the companies retain their employees instead of laying them off, and allows the latter to 
sustain themselves for a period of up to 12 months. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with benefits of such a system. 
 

Introduction: 

The novel coronavirus outbreak is a concern across the world. Amid the all-round disruption caused 

to the economy the major possibility is loss of jobs having a lot of implications like poverty, loss of 

livelihood etc. Various governments have unveiled various measures to address such concerns, and 

one of the most talked about is Kurzarbeit, Germany’s existing scheme that provides for partial 

compensation for a worker’s earnings in such situations, and now modified to account for the 

current crisis. 

Body: 

Kurzarbeit: 

 Kurzarbeit is German for “short-work”. 

 The policy provides for a short-time work allowance, called kurzarbeitgeld, which partially 

compensates for lost earnings during uncertain economic situations. 

Kurzarbeit in Germany: 

 The German cabinet is planning to extend the benefit of short-time work allowance by the first 

half of April through legislation. 

 As of now, if a company sees a decline in orders as a result of the current economic situation, it 

can announce short-time work. 

 It also provided that a minimum of 30 per cent of its workforce will be affected by lack of work. 

 With the new legislation, the ceiling will be revised to 10 per cent of the workforce. 

Importance of Kurzarbeit for Indian Economy: 

 When companies face a loss of earnings due to unforeseen economic situations, they often need 

to cut back on their working hours or send some of their employees’ home. 

 The Kurzarbeit scheme aims to address workers who are impacted by loss of income due to 

shortened work hours during such times. 

 They can apply for short-term work benefits under the scheme, with the government stepping in 

to pay employees a part of their lost income. 

 This helps the companies retain their employees instead of laying them off, and allows the latter 

to sustain themselves for a period of up to 12 months. 
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Conclusion: 

Germany’s use of Kurzarbeit during the 2008-2009 economic crisis has been cited as one of the 

reasons why the country was able to hold its unemployment rate to within 7.5 per cent even during 

the recession. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

How is facial recognition used in today’s world? When is it problematic? Explain with 

special focus on the using it in policing system of the country.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author of the article argues for the use of counter-crime facial recognition technology. Thus the 
context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the utility of facial recognition, the problems and concerns associated with it. Present then a 
case of utilizing the same in the policing system of a country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what facial recognition system is. 
Body: 
First explain that there has been growing consensus that the police duties should not be restricted to 
the mere maintenance of peace in public places but should focus equally on crime prevention and 
detection. 
While preventing a crime is difficult and usually beyond human capacity (because of the dimensions 
and complexities of modern society), solving a crime is relatively easy. 
Discuss counter-crime facial recognition technology and its applications. 
Discuss India’s efforts in this direction, explain the concerns associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that though modern technologies like facial recognition technology is fraught with hidden 
dangers, there should be hope that care and sophistication in its implementation would help 
transform investigation. 
 

Introduction: 

Automated Facial Recognition System (AFRS) is a biometric technology that uses distinctive features 

on the face to identify and distinguish an individual. It works by maintaining a large database with 

photos and videos of peoples’ faces. Then, a new image of an unidentified person — often taken 

from CCTV footage — is compared to the existing database to find a match and identify the person. 

The artificial intelligence technology used for pattern-finding and matching is called “neural 

networks”. 

Body: 
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AFRS usages: 

 Facial recognition systems have been active at several major Indian airports, including the Delhi 

airport. 

 These systems at airports have been installed under the DigiYatra initiative in India. 

 Telangana’s election commission piloted a facial recognition app in its civic elections on January 

22, and claimed that it could address the issue of voter impersonation. 

 It is increasingly being used for everything: from unlocking your phone to validating your 

identity, from auto-tagging digital photos to finding missing persons, and from targeted 

advertising to law enforcement. 

 China’s reported use of facial recognition technologies for surveillance in Xinjiang is an example 

of when this becomes problematic. It also becomes problematic in the absence of privacy and 

data security laws. 

Need for AFRS: 

 Automated Facial Recognition System can play a very vital role in improving outcomes in the 

area of Criminal identification and verification by facilitating easy recording, analysis, retrieval 

and sharing of Information between different organisations. 

 While fingerprints and iris scans provide far more accurate matching results, automatic facial 

recognition is an easier solution especially for identification amongst crowds. 

 The integration of fingerprint database, face recognition software and iris scans will massively 

boost the police department’s crime investigation capabilities. 

 It will also help civilian verification when needed. No one will be able to get away with a fake ID. 

 It will also help civilian verification when needed. 

 It also plans to offer citizen services, such as passport verification, crime reporting, online 

tracking of case progress, grievance reporting against police officers etc. 

Concerns: 

 Cyber experts across the world have cautioned against government abuse of facial recognition 

technology, as it can be used as tool of control and risks inaccurate results. 

 Amid NCRB’s controversial step to install an automated facial recognition system, India should 

take note of the ongoing privacy debate in the US. 

 In the absence of data protection law, Indian citizens are more vulnerable to privacy abuses. 

 Use of surveillance cameras and facial recognition constrict the rights of particular class of 

people. 

 In the US, the FBI and Department of State operate one of the largest facial recognition systems. 

 International organisations have also condemned the Chinese government on its use of 

surveillance cameras and facial recognition to constrict the rights of Uighurs, a mostly Muslim 

minority. 

Need of the hour: 

 With proper safeguard this technology is much needed for India. 

 The pace at which we are using technology which could have bearing on piracy seems to be 

more than the pace to put in mechanism to protect privacy which has to be addressed. 

 The notion that sophisticated technology means greater efficiency needs to be critically 

analyzed. 
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 A deliberative approach will benefit Indian law enforcement, as police departments around the 

world are currently learning that the technology is not as useful in practice as it seems in theory. 

 Police departments in London are under pressure to put a complete end to use of facial 

recognition systems following evidence of discrimination and inefficiency. 

 San Francisco recently implemented a complete ban on police use of facial recognition. India 

would do well to learn from their mistakes. 

Conclusion: 

In light of the fact that India does not have any legal framework to safeguard the personal data of its 

citizens, nor any sort of judicial oversight over public surveillance programmes, the current proposal 

for AFRS raises eyebrows. 

Economic policies can bridge the gap between the brutal downturn and eventual 

recovery due to COVID19. Deliberate. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Minus 40 per cent, -30 per cent, -22 per cent, and -14 per cent are the estimated impacts (at an 
annualized rate) on the quarterly growth rates of China, the UK, Eurozone, and the US because of the 
Covid-19 virus. Thus the context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to explain the role of economy in addressing the downturn caused by the 
outbreak. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the current case, substantiate with necessary facts and data. 
Body: 
Explain that Economic policy needs to “bridge the gap” between the downturn and the eventual 
recovery. 
Discuss the key role that economic policies across the countries must play – While public health 
policies force a sudden stop in the economy to save lives, economic policies need to ensure that the 
impact from the shutdown is cushioned, incomes of households and firms supported, credit stress is 
contained, and the recovery is not hamstrung by policy headwinds. 
Discuss how these above factors need policy support. 
Discuss the issues associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The global pandemic caused by Covid-19 has had its impact on global economy. The estimated 

quarterly growth rates of China, the UK, Eurozone, and the US are – 40 per cent, -30 per cent, -22 

per cent, and -14 per cent respectively. Emerging market economies like Korea and Taiwan are 

expected to go into recession in the first half of 2020. India will not be spared this growth shock. In 

fact, the economic impact could be deeper and longer in emerging markets where the capacity of 

public health systems is limited at the best of times. 

Body: 
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The reason for the slowdown in global economy is due to the way to control the spread of the virus 

which is through aggressive containment and social distancing that inevitably brings economic 

activity to a sudden stop. 

Impact on Indian economy: 

 The swathe of the economy that depends on social interaction — retail sales, entertainment, 

restaurants, and importantly construction and manufacturing — is very large. 

 Even if one believes that rural areas with relatively low population densities will not be affected 

much, the impact on urban economic activity could be very large. 

Role of economic policy in such circumstances: 

 It needs to “bridge the gap” between the brutal downturn and the eventual recovery. 

 economic policies need to ensure that the impact from the shutdown is cushioned. 

 It should ensure the incomes of households and firms supported. 

 The credit stress must be contained. 

 Further it should ensure that recovery is not hamstrung by policy headwinds. 

 Central banks not only need to cut rates but also need to provide adequate liquidity and extend 

regulatory forbearance to prevent credit stress and non-performing loans from clogging up the 

already strained financial system when the economy starts to recover. 

 The role of fiscal policy is even larger, from direct and indirect tax cuts or postponement, to 

targeted credit support for sectors that are likely to be most affected such as airlines and retail 

trade. 

 the key is income support to the most vulnerable: From daily wage earners to SMEs (small and 

medium enterprises); this could be done through DBT using JAM and Mudra. 

Conclusion: 

If India is forced into a longer lockdown, the economic costs will be very large. This critically requires 

income transfers to vulnerable households and SMEs. India cannot complain that it does not have 

the fiscal space or the infrastructure to provide it. It must make use of the fiscal space created 

through the currently low oil prices and increasing the excise on the fuel. The infrastructure would 

be provided using the tool of JAM. 

Discuss the need for better global governance for pandemics to avert the next crisis 

while highlighting the failures of the governments and global institutions across the 

world to contain the corona pandemic initially.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the theme of global governance. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to bring out the need for better global governance for pandemics to avert the next crisis 
while highlighting the failures of the governments and global institutions across the world to contain 
the corona pandemic initially. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Briefly explain the views of the author with respect to the context of the question. 
Body: 
Define what you understand by global governance. 
Explain the case of COVID-19, discuss the spread, expanse; highlight the factors that lead to the 
failure of global governance, describe the role played by organisations such as WHO. 
Discuss the lacunae. 
Suggest what role the policy makers across the world countries. Highlight the need for global 
governance to be in place to tackle the challenge. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Prime Minister’s announcement of a 21-day all-India lockdown to break the chain of 

transmission of COVID-19 would have led many to appreciate the threat posed by the virus. The 

lockdown has also created problems for a section of the country’s population. Migrant labourers in 

Mumbai, Delhi and other metros have left for their homes in Bihar, Jharkhand and UP. The Finance 

Minister announced a welfare package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore to tide over the difficulties posed by the 

pandemic in India. 

Body: 

Challenges posed to the governments and global institutions in averting COVID-19: 

 The welfare package of Rs. 1.7 lakh crore is too small to cope with the onslaught of the virus. 

 It is believed that a package to compensate all losses, including business losses, should amount 

to at least Rs 5 to 6 lakh crore, if not more. 

 the Issue for the government to find funds for this package is also big. 

 In case of supply chain lines, the challenge pertains to supplying perishables like fruits, 

vegetables and milk. 

 As humanity is wrestling with a new common enemy, a previously unknown coronavirus, this 

highly interconnected world has made the ongoing international drive to safeguard global public 

health an unprecedented struggle 

 The procurement operations for rabi crops are around the corner and the disruption of supply 

chain has posed a big problem. 

Measures needed: 

 By Government: 

 the government must ensure that people don’t go hungry and the measures it must take to 

make sure people don’t crowd a few outlets, increasing the chances of the virus spreading. 

 governments around the world to create a global architecture for the health of all mankind, 

within which the United Nations (UN) and the WHO should be given a core role. 

 The challenge is to ensure that fair price shops deliver the provisions in an orderly manner 

and their supply lines remain intact. 

 NGOs, resident welfare associations, religious organisations and paramilitary forces can be 

engaged for orderly and safe distribution of food — both pre-cooked and fresh. 
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 NGOs with experience in food preparation and distribution, such as Akshaya Patra, could 

guide local authorities. 

 People involved in this endeavour should be provided with safety gears. 

 By Global institutions: 

 An enhanced global cooperation mechanism for the development of drugs and vaccines 

needs to be stressed in this network. 

 Policy makers, experts and medical professionals worldwide should also try to jointly come 

up with a set of both lessons and useful experiences to guide the work against the 

pandemic and even future health emergencies. 

 There is an urgent need to help those under-developed countries and regions with 

vulnerable health systems build up their capability, so that the weak points in the global 

network of epidemic prevention and treatment can be strengthened. 

 The World Bank announced earlier this month a plan to provide a fast and flexible response 

to meet the needs of developing countries in dealing with the spread of COVID-19, which 

includes emergency financing, policy advice and technical assistance. 

 Therefore, besides the UN, such a wide-reaching agency as the WHO could function as a 

platform to facilitate coordination among nations in the field of global health security. 

Conclusion: 

More than 150 years later, the threat one lethal pathogen can pose to human health is even greater, 

as people around the world are linked like never before. The ultimate solution is not to turn back the 

clock, but for the human race to move forward. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

The ratification of the peace deal between the U.S. and Taliban though marks a 

noteworthy step forward; it also carries new challenges to India’s interests in the 

region.  Analyse and discuss what should be India’s step to preserve its interests in the 

region. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The context is – The long-drawn negotiations between the U.S. and the Taliban and the signing of the 
peace deal. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significance of the recently ratified peace deal and the impact of it on 
India with special emphasis on the challenges India may face due to it in the region. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Briefly explain the peace deal was signed in the Qatari capital Doha by U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad and Taliban political chief Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. 
Body: 
Discuss briefly the key features of the agreement first. Explain then, how the US withdrawal from 
Afghan not only affects Indian policy on Afghan but also changes the regional balance of power in 
fundamental ways. Discuss that the diplomatic mandarins of New Delhi are apprehensive about the 
growing influence of the Taliban in Afghan and the centrality of the Taliban in ensuing peace 
processes. Subtly, comment upon the history of Afghan and India’s role in various stages of this 
history to highlight the complete relevance of Afghan’s stability for India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India’s developmental approach has earned it immense goodwill among the Afghan 
people. However, the “soft power” strategy has limitations.  However It is time for New Delhi to 
engage the Taliban to secure its interests and reassess its policy choices in close coordination with 
Russia and Iran, constantly reminding them that complete surrender to the Taliban’s demands will be 
detrimental to their own security. 
Introduction: 

The U.S.A recently signed a deal Doha with the Taliban that could pave the way towards a full 

withdrawal of foreign soldiers from Afghanistan over the next 14 months and represent a step 

towards ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan. Along with this, a separate joint declaration was also 

signed between the Afghan government and the US at Kabul. The peace deal is expected to kick-off 

two processes- a phased withdrawal of US troops and an ‘intra-Afghan’ dialogue. The deal is a 

fundamental step to deliver a comprehensive and permanent ceasefire and the future political 

roadmap for Afghanistan peace process and the Central region. 

Body: 

Highlights of the agreement: 

 Military troops withdrawal: It lays out a 14-month timetable for the withdrawal of “all military 

forces of the United States, its allies, and Coalition partners, including all non-diplomatic civilian 

personnel, private security contractors, trainers, advisors, and supporting services personnel.” 

 Release of prisoners: The agreement also calls for the release of 5,000 Taliban prisoners and 

1,000 “prisoners of the other side” on the first day of intra-Afghan negotiations. The relevant 

sides have the goal of releasing all the remaining prisoners over the course of the subsequent 

three months. 

 Commitment by Taliban: The main counter-terrorism commitment by the Taliban is that Taliban 

will not allow any of its members, other individuals or groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the soil 

of Afghanistan to threaten the security of the United States and its allies. 

 Removal of sanctions: UN sanctions on Taliban leaders to be removed by three months and US 

sanctions by August 27. The sanctions will be out before much progress is expected in the intra-

Afghan dialogue. 

Impact of this deal on India:  

 India – ally or not? 

 In the Doha agreement, the Taliban has guaranteed “enforcement mechanisms that will 

prevent the use of the soil of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security 

of the United States and its allies”. 
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 However, it is unclear whether India, which is not a U.S. ally, is included in this definition, 

and whether Pakistan-backed groups that threaten India would still operate in 

Afghanistan. 

 Impact of prisoner release and lifting sanctions: 

 India is also most worried about the “mainstreaming of the Haqqani network”, which 

Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists reportedly fight alongside and were responsible for the 2008 

bombing of the Indian embassy in Kabul. Release of prisoners would be a boost for these 

terror groups. 

 Threats from Pakistan: 

 The U.S. has committed to taking Taliban leaders off the UN Security Council’s sanctions 

list by May 29, 2020, which could considerably bring down the number of terrorists 

Pakistan is accused of harbouring, according to the FATF greylist conditions. 

 Recognition to Taliban: 

 As per the agreement, the US appears to have submitted to the possibility of a Taliban-

led government, by extracting promises that the Taliban will not provide “visas, 

passports, travel documents or asylum” to those threatening the U.S. and its allies. 

 This appears to sideline India’s support for the election process for leadership in 

Afghanistan. 

Measures needed for India: 

 Despite the restricted room for manoeuvre, however, there are several steps New Delhi can and 

must take in the present scenario to ensure both its own relevance in Afghanistan and stability 

in the region. 

 To begin with, there is the question of talks with the Taliban, which India has thus far refused. 

 India needs to monitor the Taliban’s approach to groups fostered by the Pakistani state to target 

India. 

 India must focus on assisting Afghanistan in every manner possible to ensure that the country’s 

elections are as peaceful and participative as possible. 

 On the military front as well, India must move quickly to provide helicopters as well as 

engineering/tech support for Afghan hardware. 

 Indian government must realise that its consistent undermining of the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) because of problems with Pakistan is also weakening 

Afghanistan’s engagement with the subcontinent, which India had worked hard to foster 

 For regional security there must be closer involvement of regional powers in international 

efforts to ensure non-interference and a stable Afghanistan; this also requires involvement of 

the Central Asian Republics, which border Afghanistan. 

 It is important for India to coordinate its efforts with those of Russia and Iran to ensure success. 

Conclusion: 

India is committed to “Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan controlled” peace process. India’s 

engagement with Afghanistan is multi-dimensional. 

SAARC turns 35 but has very little to show for its age, Discuss the reasons and put 

forward suitable measures to revive this vital regional grouping. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
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Videoconference of the heads of member countries of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) to discuss a common strategy to tackle COVID-19 was held recently. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question demands to evaluate why in nearly 35 years of its existence, SAARC has not lived up to 
its potential, what are the underlying reasons responsible and what needs to be done to revive the 
group. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly narrate a short background of the coming of SAARC into existence; its origin, purpose and 
modus operandi. 
Body: 
The idea of SAARC was initiated by General Zia Ur Rehman of Bangladesh. 
The first summit of the seven leaders of the region from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka was held in Dhaka in 1985. Afghanistan joined SAARC in 
2007. 
Secondly discuss the factors that have led to its failure – only less than 5% of inter-regional trade 
between the SAARC countries, India had shifted focus to other regional groupings that do not include 
Pakistan and bilateral agreements to ensure cooperation among the neighbors, resulting in SAARC 
becoming marginal in India’s diplomatic efforts. The asymmetry between India and other member 
countries in terms of geography, economy, military strength and influence in the global arena make 
the smaller countries apprehensive, SAARC does not have any arrangement for resolving disputes or 
mediating conflicts, The infrastructure deficit in the member countries, leading to a lack of 
connectivity among member states is another weakness of the SAARC etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be done to revive the group, suggest measures to revitalize – comment 
on role that India should play what should SAARC countries focus on etc. 
 

Introduction: 

SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. SAARC member 

nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty alleviation, S&T and 

culture to encourage people to people contact. 

Through a dramatic counter-intuitive initiative by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, SAARC, has 

become the ‘virtual’ platform through which leaders of the eight countries of our troubled region 

agreed to work together to combat unarguably the greatest immediate threat to the people: the 

COVID-19 health pandemic. 

Body: 

SAARC aims at integration of south Asian nations for undertaking collective efforts to achieve 

common objective of regional stability and prosperity. Despite geographical contiguity and 

historical and cultural links, the SAARC region remains the most disconnected regions in the world. 

India proposed to set up the COVID-19 Emergency Fund for SAARC countries, with India making an 

initial non-trivial offering of $10 million; and the formation of a Rapid Response Team (of doctors, 
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specialists, testing equipment and attendant infrastructure) to be put at the disposal of the SAARC, 

at this moment of grave peril. 

SAARC has failed in achieving its objectives because: 

 India-Pakistan rivalry: This has become a bottleneck in achieving effective coordination. India 

has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on simultaneously. 

 Bilateral issues: Long pending issues between members like fishermen issue between India and 

Srilanka, Teesta water sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack of direct access to 

Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted in arriving at common ground for 

regional integration. 

 SAARC charter doesn’t allow discussion of bilateral issues as a result of which the contentious 

issues continue to simmer and countries are not able to come forward. 

 Perceived Big-Brother attitude of India: Asymmetry in the region due to sheer size of Indian 

economy and stature in international arena requires India to play an over active role. However, 

this is perceived as big brother attitude by other members creating mistrust. 

 Internal Crises: Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue in 

Srilanka, Constitutional crisis in Nepal, religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and Bangladesh, 

Terrorism and instability in Afghanistan. Consequently, there is no much enthusiasm to achieve 

collaboration in the sub-continent. 

 China’s inroad into SAARC countries: Increasing presence of china in the region and reservations 

of India with China is creating roadblocks. India cannot match the levels of financing by China. 

China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations. 

 Poverty- Ridden: Even though the region accounts for 21% of world population, its share in 

global GDP is just around 3%. Being one of the poverty ridden areas of the world, there is 

limited avenues to achieve synergy. 

 The lack of finance, research and technology has also hampered trade facilitation, monitoring 

etc 

 The non-availability of adequate infrastructure in the form of roads and cargo/ship handling 

equipment has also hindered the progress. 

 Due to same agriculture produce like Basmati rice in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, the scope 

of trade is also inherently less. 

 Tariff and non-tariff barriers have also played their role in keeping the level of integration low, 

especially since Pakistan hasn’t extended MFN status to India and therefore, with so many items 

been put under the ‘negative list’. 

Effective grouping like SAARC will be beneficial for India 

 The importance of regional cooperation particularly in the spirit of South-South cooperation 

between geographically contiguous countries cannot be belittled. 

 Seamless physical connectivity: Connectivity between regions increases the economic 

interaction and collective growth of region. This increases the economic and political bonhomie 

between nations and its people. 

 Trade and Commerce: Trade liberalizations under SAFTA, operationalization of SAARC 

Agreement on Trade in Services (SATIS) have the potential to tackle the developmental deficit 

together. 

 Common threats of Terrorism, Climate Change impacts, Poverty and Socio-Economic 

backwardness can be fought together as the problems plague all countries equally. 
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 Unexplored and high-potential areas like Power generation, Science & Technology, Sports, 

Culture can be strengthened through agreements and MoUs. 

Measures needed to revive SAARC: 

 SAARC should also seek free and preferential trading arrangements with other regional bodies, 

notably the EU and the ASEAN. It should also remain fully focused on the SAARC social charter 

to spread out its reach to the common man. 

 There is a need to focus on small politics instead of big politics to resolve conflict in conflicting 

regions. This would mean that they focus on economic cooperation and other small ways that 

can create cooperation and more peace 

 SAARC cannot be effective unless it places itself on a managerial position to achieve regional 

order, forcing all the members to act mutually in making the region a ‘zone of peace’ and the 

center for world business. 

 All countries should come together to sort out their differences, either multilaterally or 

bilaterally. It’s not necessary to sort out the differences but despite that, it is necessary to work 

with the differences like that of India-China, Japan and China, Russia and Japan. 

 The bilateral issues between member nations should be resolved. Bilateral Issues between 

India- Pakistan, India- Sri Lanka, Pakistan- Afghanistan etc. must be improved with serious 

engagement and collaboration – working together to bring peace and stability as a common 

good in the region. 

 Information on terrorism, trafficking, smuggling etc. must be shared and joint exercises must be 

conducted to build mutual trust and capability. 

 SAARC needs to work on Improving infrastructure and regional connectivity – Collaboration in 

scientific research, universities exchange programs, tourism etc. will have a positive effect on 

relations among countries. 

Conclusion: 

SAARC has the potential to transform the South Asian Region. Mutual mistrust and non-cooperation 

should not be allowed to undermine this potential. SAARC should function as an autonomous 

institution by which driving principles, strategic actions, and rules of law can be implemented in a 

way that is relevant to both, its own members and other rising powers. 

Asia is at the tip of becoming a dominant trading powerhouse, can it restructure the 

global economic order? Analyse.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article presents the argument as to how Asia now is at the cusp of becoming a dominant trading 
powerhouse and in what way it will have key role in restructuring the global order. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the role of Asia as a dominant trading powerhouse in the current times. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly state some key facts such as – Asia contributed more than 60 per cent to the global output 
and commerce prior to 1857. India’s own contribution was a hefty 17 per cent; it has now come 
down to 5 per cent in global output and less than 3 per cent in international trade flows. 
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Body: 
Present the historical background of trade in Asia in the past. 
Discuss the dominance of European countries in terms of trade. 
Then explain the Asia of 19th century, global economic transition, discuss factors responsible for such 
a transition. 
Explain what role Asia should play in restructuring the global order. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Asia contributed more than 60 per cent to the global output and commerce prior to 1857. India’s 

own contribution was a hefty 17 per cent; it has now come down to 5 per cent in global output and 

less than 3 per cent in international trade flows. 

Body: 

Asia in the past: 

 Europeans were attracted to Asia because of its thriving coastal trade, that spanned across the 

vast region from the east coast of Africa up to Indonesia, including China and all of South-East 

Asia. 

 It was by far the most thriving trade anywhere in the world at the time. 

 This part of the world has always believed in open economy and trade. 

 Examples of trade openness are visible everywhere, from Vietnam to Indonesia to Myanmar. 

 In Myanmar, Indian Odia traders would come up the Irrawaddy river and the Chinese traders 

sailed down from Kunming and Yunnan to trade at Bagan. 

 This generated enormous wealth and riches, which is embodied in the thousands of temples and 

pagodas that dot the Bagan skyline. 

 India and Asia have, since times immemorial, believed in open economies, free trade and 

eschewed violence for commercial gains. 

Reasons for Asia to be the next dominant trading powerhouse: 

 Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs), which have now been in serious trouble for several years. 

The global community has been reluctant to accept BWIs’ loss of legitimacy and effectiveness. 

 The Bretton Woods Institutions, especially the WTO, are not suited to achieve this mandate. 

 Carbon constraint: Emerging economies, making their transition from low- or middle-income 

status to higher levels, cannot possibly follow the path traversed by the present group of OECD 

economies. This carbon constraint is real. It has to be taken fully on board in the development 

blueprint. 

 Rising inequalities: the complete unambiguous unacceptability and unequivocal rejection of 

rising inequalities, both between nations and within them. Society, armed with the powerful and 

all-pervading media, will simply not permit this in years to come. 

 Disruptive Technologies: Emerging exponentially-transformative technologies, including AI/ML, 

robotics, optical sensing, satellite imaging, quantum computing, threaten to make humans 

virtually redundant. 

 Given what has been happening in the last 3-4 years, the Marxist concept “that force will be the 

midwife of every change”, which has its roots in the Hobbesian concept of humans being brutes, 

simply cannot be applied. 
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 Human extinction is guaranteed if force is allowed to become the midwife of the forthcoming 

transition. 

Measures needed for India to be a strong player: 

 Poverty alleviation programs must ensure that the weaker sections of the society are 

strengthened. 

 ‘Antyodaya’, which is the cornerstone of the Indian government’s policy, has to be ensured. 

 Skilling of the workforce is needed to reduce the job losses caused by the disruptive 

technologies. 

 There is a need for increased investment in the infrastructure to strengthen the Make in India 

project. 

 The NITI Aayog has been pushing for electric, shared and connected mobility. 

 The binding carbon constraint has to be integrated and focused upon in any global trade and 

commerce discussion. 

Steps for Asia to restructure the global economic order: 

 The Trans-Atlantic powers, whose share and influence in the global system is surely declining 

because of demographic and other reasons, cannot be the leaders in designing the new 

architecture. 

 Asia, with its demographic advantage, dynamic institutions, razor-sharp intellect and, above all, 

a tradition of non-violence, has to take the leadership. 

 Given the Asian genius in creating inclusive coalitions, this leadership will also be exercised in an 

open-source design with flexible roles which suit the talents of the coalition members. 

 Hierarchies, that stifle creative thinking, will be jettisoned in favour of collective pursuit of a 

common cause. 

 Asia has the onus — and thankfully, the capacity — to re-design global institutes that will better 

serve the purpose of a rule-based global economy. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

The U.S.-Taliban settlement may not bring lasting peace to Afghanistan and the region 

at large. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the article that presents a critical analysis of the Peace accord between the 
US and the Taliban that was signed recently. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must critically present a detailed analysis of the peace accord and the concerns 
associated with it. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly narrate the background of the whole issue in the region. 
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Body: 
The U.S. seeks to exit Afghanistan with assurances from the Taliban that the insurgents will not allow 
Afghan soil to be used by transnational terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and that they would 
engage the Kabul government directly to find a lasting solution to the civil war. Discuss the concerns 
associated in detail. The fundamental issue with the U.S.’s Taliban engagement is that it deliberately 
excluded the Afghan government in the negotiations. The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan will 
invariably weaken the Kabul government, altering the balance of power both on the battlefield and 
at the negotiating table of the intra-Afghan talks. The deal, though sets the stage for America to 
wind down the longest war in its history, leaves the Afghan people at the mercy of violent, tribal 
Islamists. Etc. Discuss the concerns specifically posed by the deal to India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting what should be the way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The U.S.A recently signed a deal Doha with the Taliban that could pave the way towards a full 

withdrawal of foreign soldiers from Afghanistan over the next 14 months and represent a step 

towards ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan. Along with this, a separate joint declaration was also 

signed between the Afghan government and the US at Kabul. The peace deal is expected to kick-off 

two processes- a phased withdrawal of US troops and an ‘intra-Afghan’ dialogue. The deal is a 

fundamental step to deliver a comprehensive and permanent ceasefire and the future political 

roadmap for Afghanistan peace process and the Central region. 

Body: 
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Highlights of the agreement: 

 Military troops withdrawal: It lays out a 14-month timetable for the withdrawal of “all military 

forces of the United States, its allies, and Coalition partners, including all non-diplomatic civilian 

personnel, private security contractors, trainers, advisors, and supporting services personnel.” 

 Release of prisoners: The agreement also calls for the release of 5,000 Taliban prisoners and 

1,000 “prisoners of the other side” on the first day of intra-Afghan negotiations. The relevant 

sides have the goal of releasing all the remaining prisoners over the course of the subsequent 

three months. 

 Commitment by Taliban: The main counter-terrorism commitment by the Taliban is that Taliban 

will not allow any of its members, other individuals or groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the soil 

of Afghanistan to threaten the security of the United States and its allies. 

 Removal of sanctions: UN sanctions on Taliban leaders to be removed by three months and US 

sanctions by August 27. The sanctions will be out before much progress is expected in the intra-

Afghan dialogue. 

Concerns posed for Afghanistan: 

 The fundamental issue with the U.S.’s Taliban engagement is that it deliberately excluded the 

Afghan government because the Taliban do not see the government as legitimate rulers. Also, 

there is no reference to the Constitution, rule of law, democracy and elections in the deal. 

 Issues with Intra-Afghan Dialogue: 
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 President Ashraf Ghani faces a political crisis following claims of fraud in his recent re-

election. 

 The political tussle is between Ashraf Ghani (who belongs to the largest ethnic group in 

Afghanistan- the Pashtun) and Abdullah (whose base is among his fellow Tajiks, the 

second largest group in Afghanistan). 

 If there are any concessions made by Mr Ghani’s government to the Taliban 

(predominantly Pashtun) will likely be interpreted by Mr Abdullah’s supporters as an 

intra-Pashtun deal reached at the cost of other ethnic groups, especially the Tajiks and 

the Uzbeks. 

 Consequently, these ethnic fissures may descend into open conflict and can start the 

next round of civil war. 

 Apparently, the compromise has been due to lack of any leverage, as Taliban refuses to talk to 

them and the election results have not been convincing enough to put him in the driver’s seat. 

 It is a fact that any foreign prescription for peace will not work in Afghanistan and intra-Afghan 

dialogue is the only way forward for sustainable peace. 

 It is also a fact that Afghan National Security Forces still need more capacity building and will be 

under intense pressure in case of significant withdrawal of U.S. forces from the country. 

 Thus, the lifting of the US military footprint and the return of a unilateral Taliban could set the 

stage for the next round of civil war that has hobbled the nation since the late 1970s. 

 Also, the Taliban is fragmented or divided internally. It is composed of various regional and tribal 

groups acting semi-autonomously. 

Impact of this deal on India and region: 

 India – ally or not? 

 In the Doha agreement, the Taliban has guaranteed “enforcement mechanisms that will 

prevent the use of the soil of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security 

of the United States and its allies”. 

 However, it is unclear whether India, which is not a U.S. ally, is included in this definition, 

and whether Pakistan-backed groups that threaten India would still operate in 

Afghanistan. 

 Impact of prisoner release and lifting sanctions: 

 India is also most worried about the “mainstreaming of the Haqqani network”, which 

Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists reportedly fight alongside and were responsible for the 2008 

bombing of the Indian embassy in Kabul. Release of prisoners would be a boost for these 

terror groups. 

 Threats from Pakistan: 

 The U.S. has committed to taking Taliban leaders off the UN Security Council’s sanctions 

list by May 29, 2020, which could considerably bring down the number of terrorists 

Pakistan is accused of harbouring, according to the FATF greylist conditions. 

 Recognition to Taliban: 
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 As per the agreement, the US appears to have submitted to the possibility of a Taliban-

led government, by extracting promises that the Taliban will not provide “visas, 

passports, travel documents or asylum” to those threatening the U.S. and its allies. 

 This appears to sideline India’s support for the election process for leadership in 

Afghanistan. 

Conclusion: 

India, although not involved in the process, having made significant investments there, will always 

hope for an Afghan led, Afghan owned peace and reconciliation process and a popular democratic 

government in Afghanistan. 

Evaluate the performance of India’s soft power holistically at the global level. (250 

words) 
Reference:  Business Standard  
Why this question: 
The article brings out the fact that – for first time India has broken into the top 30, in the Brand 
Finance Global Soft-Power Index 2020, which highlighted that India punches well below its weight. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must evaluate the performance of India’s soft power holistically at the global level. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what constitutes soft power. 
Body: 
Explain how India has managed to build a powerful, culturally acceptable, image abroad over the last 
half-century. 
Deliberate upon what comprises soft power – the soft power of a country rests primarily on three 
resources: its culture in places where it is attractive to others; its political value when it lives up to 
them at home and abroad; and its foreign politics when they are seen as legitimate and having moral 
authority. 
Highlight the facts related to ranking, discuss the performance of India, and explain the concerns, 
challenges involved. 
Quote examples to highlight the issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting way forward as to how India can improvise on its ranking and champion the 
art of soft power. 
Introduction 

The term soft power was coined by Joseph Nye and captured the important and (at the time) poorly 

studied phenomenon in international affairs of “getting others to want the outcomes that you 

want,” predicated on the attractiveness of one’s culture, political values and foreign policy. Though 

slower to yield results, soft power is a less expensive means than military force or economic 

inducements to get others to do what we want. 

This is the first time India has broken into the top 30, in the Brand Finance Global Soft-Power Index 

2020, which  highlighted that India punches well below its weight. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/india-s-soft-power-in-the-age-of-hard-hindutva-120030301802_1.html


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 119 

Body 

Background 

 India, over the past decade has begun to play its soft power cards more systematically. 

 It has set up,  a public diplomacy division within the Ministry of External Affairs in 2006 and is 

expanding the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) worldwide. 

 It has roped in the Ministry of Tourism, which is behind the “Incredible India” campaign, and the 

external affairs division “to showcase its social, political, and cultural assets abroad. 

India’s Performance 

 India's spiritualism, yoga, movies and television, classical and popular dance and music, its 

principles of non-violence, democratic institutions, plural society, and cuisine have all attracted 

people across the world. 

 International Day of Yoga reflects yoga’s immense popularity worldwide, underscoring 

its richness as a soft power resource 

 India’s soft power is being leveraged alongside larger foreign policy initiatives such as the Look 

East Policy (now Act East).  

 For example, the 4th edition of International Dharma Dhamma conference (IDDC-2018) 

was on January 11, 2018 in Rajgir, Bihar. This 3-day conference was jointly organized by 

India Foundation, Nalanda University, Ministry of External Affairs, ASEAN-India and 

Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha. 

 It aimed at increasing, people to people contact through the Buddhist roots in India. The 

conference aimed to facilitate cross pollination of ideas and foster harmony at the global 

level. 

 India’s soft power diplomacy, particularly in Afghanistan involves winning “hearts and minds” 

and strengthening its cultural as well as political relations with Afghanistan, backed with the 

ideas of nation building and political stability. 

 India has constructed the Parliament building, Salma(Friendship) dam and a hospital in 

Afghanistan. 

 India is currently building and upgrading the Habibia High School, a project that is worth 

more than 1 million USD. 

 Through educational development, India has also tried to build ties with the ethnic 

communities of Afghanistan, specially the Pashtun community that is present on the 

Afghanistan-Pakistan border and serves as a buffer between Pakistan and India. 

 India was ranked higher than China in a survey wrt trust and development initiatives in 

Africa.  

 India’s track record of democracy, liberty and culture are main reason why nations like USA, 

France and Sweden have given advanced military equipment to India. 

 India is also expanding its development assistance to African countries beyond its traditional 

relationships within the Commonwealth in an effort to secure access to natural resources as well 

as serve its broader strategic aims. 

 Eg: Currently, India’s forte in the continent has been developmental initiatives such as 

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC), Team 9, and Pan Africa e-network 

among others are aimed at building institutional and human capacity as well as enabling 

skills and knowledge transfer. 
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 Diaspora Diplomacy on the rise, who increase India’s soft power abroad. India has been 

celebrating Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (since 2015). Initiatives like Know India Program, have 

garnered lot of response, helping Indians connect to their ancestral roots in India and knowing 

about the contemporary India. 

 Indian American have established several advocacy organisation and political action 

committees on a wide range of issues of importance to India like Kashmir. 

 Humanitarian Assistance: India’s foreign aid activities have now also extended to humanitarian 

assistance, such as when its Navy participated in an ad hoc coalition with the United States, 

Japan, Australia, and Singapore to disburse blankets and tents in the aftermath of the 2004 

Indian Ocean tsunami.  

 As recently as in 2019, India was the first responder to the Cyclone Idai crisis in 

Mozambique. 

 This has immense potential in the backdrop of China’s String of pearls in the Indian 

Ocean Region. India’s Tsunami warning centre and information sharing (IFC, Gurugram) 

with littoral states of Indian Ocean can prove strategic in geopolitical expansion. 

Challenges 

 Poor cultural diffusion: Second, India rates badly on any measure of state-driven cultural 

diffusion rather than the more organic and natural private sector and citizen-led efforts. 

 Though most Indian cultural diffusion to overseas audiences—from yoga to Bollywood—

has occurred. 

 The Indian government has is also promoting the study of Hindi abroad in large part 

because of its linguistic diversity at home. 

 Poor tourism story: India has a high number of UNESCO World Heritage sites, but still fares 

poorly on tourism and education on a per capita basis. 

 Lack of infrastructure for cultural development: India was plagued by impoverishment, missing 

out on positive associations, coupled with lack of investment in cultural diplomacy and a 

reputation of deep-rooted corruption. 

 Brain drain: There are Indian contributions that are not necessarily associated with the country. 

For example, many NASA scientists and engineers are of Indian-origin with rich ancestral roots. 

Is Soft Power Enough? 

 India is still having difficulties in changing its neighbors' behaviors by using soft power. For 

instance countries like Nepal and Maldives have used the China card against India. They still view 

India as a Big Brother or the proverbial “298 pound gorilla”. 

 The soft power has not helped India deal with terrorism and radicalism. Along with soft power, 

hard power is equally important. In the 21st century it is the smart power (Hard and Soft power 

combined) along with speed and agility to adapt, that are the necessary tools for diplomacy. 

 Despite India's growing soft power many countries are not supporting India's permanent 

membership in UNSC. 

 It has not helped India in WTO negotiations and not fetched FTA with EU or RCEP to it’s 

requirements. 

 Soft power cannot used as and when required and it takes very long time to become significant. 

Whereas hard power can be used instantaneously and the results are also immediately seen. 

 Soft Power has not stopped China opposing India's membership to NSG. 

Conclusion 
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Without soft power, hard power lacks its intellectual and cultural edge. While soft power provides 

the ideas and motivation, hard power gives the tools and weapons for the soft power to expand. A 

good balance of both makes a nation stronger militarily, economically and culturally. India must 

continue to expand it’s soft power investments while building hard power capabilities. This augurs 

well with the neighborhood reality where it faces two hostile nuclear powers. 

What is diaspora diplomacy? Discuss the range and boundaries of it in the Indian 

context.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article narrates in detail upon the concept of Diaspora diplomacy while bringing the case of India 
and US. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the philosophy of Diaspora diplomacy, its ambit and limitations. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define Diaspora diplomacy. 
Body: 
Explain that It increasingly adds a political component to the continual general expectation that 
diaspora members and migrants contribute to the economic development of their home country, for 
instance by transferring money. Home countries use foreign policy strategies which can be 
summarized using the term “diaspora diplomacy”. 
Present few key points related to Indian diaspora – 
The Diaspora encompasses a group of people who can either trace their origins to India or who are 
Indian citizens living abroad, either temporarily or permanently. 
It includes Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Overseas Citizens of India 
(OCI). 
PIO and OCI card holders were merged under OCI category in 2015. 
Explain the importance, highlight the limitations(in terms of challenges such as rising hate crimes in 
the country, Increasing anti-globalization, Sectarian crisis etc.) of it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Diaspora diplomacy could be defined as “engaging a country’s overseas community to 

contribute to building relationships with foreign countries”. Today, the Indian diaspora is more 

prosperous than before and its involvement in India’s development is increasing. It contributes by 

way of remittances, investment, lobbying for India, promoting Indian culture abroad and for building 

a good image of India by their intelligence and industry. 

Body: 

Indian diaspora: 
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 The Indian diaspora around the world now stands at 31.2 million, of which PIOs were 17 

million and NRIs were 13 million, spread across 146 countries in the world. 

 The US, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Malaysia, Myanmar, the UK, Sri Lanka, South 

Africa and Canada host an Indian diasporic population of at least one million each. 

 According to Global Migration Report 2020, India continues to be the largest country of origin of 

international migrants with a 17.5 million-strong diaspora across the world, and it received the 

highest remittance of $78.6 billion (this amounts to a whopping 3.4% of India’s GDP) from 

Indians living abroad. 

The opportunities that Indian diaspora brings for India are as follows. 

 They serve as an important ‘bridge’ to access knowledge, expertise, resources and markets for 

the development of the country of origin with the rest of the world. 

 Indian Diaspora is an important part of India’s “soft diplomacy” or “diaspora diplomacy”. For 

example, Indian Diaspora played a critical in the fructification of Indo-US Nuclear deal. 

 They have also contributed to the growth and development of the country of their residence. 

For example, Silicon Valley represents the success of Indians. 

 The Indian Diaspora has played an important role in the field of Science & Technology. 

 Trans-national entrepreneurship: They are a significant source of trade and investment in 

India. 

 Source of large inflows of remittances, which has been helping balance the current account. It 

further aids in socio-economic development and poverty reduction. According to the World 

Bank, Indian Diaspora is the largest earner of remittances in the world currently. 

 Diffusion of experience and exposure: They spread the Indian Culture and traditions abroad 

benefitting India in general. Example: Yoga, Ayurveda, Indian Cuisine etc. 

 NRI’s also finance educational institutions or businesses, which again adds to the economy’s 

sectors. Reports suggest that these NRI’s are a major source of Foreign Direct Investment, 

Market Development (Outsourcing) and technology transfer, that boost the assets of the fiscal 

system, every day. 

However, there are many challenges posed by the diaspora: 

 West Asia 

 Low oil prices owing to Shale gas boom and slower global growth is resulting in job cuts for 

Indians. 

 Rising instability due to Shia -Sunni conflicts and radical Islamism is a direct threat to 

security of Indians. 

 Fierce competition from skilled labour from Philippines and cheap labour from Nepal. 

 Regressive and medieval policies like employer seizing the travel documents upon arrival 

known as Kafala labour system is exploitative. 

 US, Canada & UK: 

 Discriminative practices owing to a racist, colonial mindset still persists. This makes it 

difficult to secure jobs and work visas. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 123 

 Support of the diaspora is neither automatic nor continuous, and their interests need not 

be India’s priorities. Example: the Indian community in the US was not vocal enough in 

criticising President Donald Trump’s proposal to restrict the H-1B visa programme that has 

benefited many Indians. Revision of visa norms in UK post Brexit might hit the Indian 

Diaspora hard, specially the IT professionals 

 Disparity in jobs and racial abuse of Sikh and Muslim community due to terrorist branding 

Cultural integration due to various eating preferences (beef eating), consumerism and 

nuclear society 

 Dual Citizenship and Voting Rights: 

 Majority of Indian Diaspora want to retain their Indian citizenship along with the citizenship 

of the country of their residence. 

 Wealthier diaspora from the US, Canada and the UK want dual citizenship and voting rights. 

 Misutilization of Remittances: 

 Another challenge is that remittances may not always be used for beneficial 

purposes. Example: India faced problems due to foreign funding for extremist 29 

movements like the Khalistan movement. 

 Brain-Drain: 

 Indians prefer to do higher studies abroad and work as scientists and economists abroad 

causing India loss of talent in areas of research and development. 

 Evacuation Issues: 

 With increasing political volatile situation in the West Asia and few African countries, there 

are imminent challenges involved in rescuing the Diaspora in distress. 

 The recent instances of Operation Raahat in Yemen, Operation Sankat Mochan in South 

Sudan show the high risks involved in such rescue operations. 

 The rehabilitation of such rescued people is also a challenge back in India. 

 Reducing trends: 

 Reports suggest that the e-Migrate system and the Minimum Referral Wages policy have 

been detrimental to India as companies now find it easier to hire labour from countries like 

Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

 It was found that in 2016 the number of Indian workers who went to work fell by half in 

Saudi Arabia and by 33 percent in other Gulf countries, while the number of expats in the 

regional actually increased by 12.17 percent 

Way forward: 

 India should formulate a new NRI policy, the government must immediately work with 

developed countries to ask that they kick back a portion of the income tax revenues they collect 

from the Indian diaspora. 
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 This is fair because these countries did not invest anything in creating this talent but benefit 

immediately when the immigrant pays taxes abroad. 

 There is a need for a strategic diaspora evacuation policy from conflict zones in a world where 

crises materialise without warnings and give very little reaction time for governments. 

 India’s foreign policy aims to translate partnerships to benefits for key projects like Swachh 

Bharat, Clean Ganga, Make in India, Digital India, and Skill India, the diaspora has plenty of 

scopes to contribute. 

 VAJRA (Visiting Advanced Joint Research Faculty) scheme which seeks to formalise a rotation 

program wherein top NRI scientists, engineers, doctors, managers and professionals serve Indian 

public sector organizations for a brief period, lending their expertise- is a step in the right 

direction. 

 Improvement in ease of doing business will go long, in enabling investments from the Indian 

diaspora. 

Conclusion: 

The diasporic populations have become an increasingly important factor in international politics. The 

Indian diaspora, for their part, have many of the elements required for success — they are a “model 

minority”, they are affluent, and they are growing in number. Many of them are willing to exert 

their influence in electoral politics and are engaged in multinational businesses, and are thus highly 

visible. This makes for a ripe environment for India to aggressively tap on their potential. 

Elucidate upon the need for renewed multilateralism in the face of the cross-national 

and cross-domain nature of challenges confronting the world. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article argues for the need for renewed multilateralism in the face of the cross-national and 
cross-domain nature of challenges confronting the world and the need for India to play the 
leadership role in such an endeavor. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss how in the present world amidst rising tendencies of protectionism need has 
aroused for the countries to renew the idea of multilateralism. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the challenges before the world. 
Body: 
Take the example of the current COVID-19 pandemic that brings to light the nature of challenges that 
the world has been facing and is bound to face in the coming future. 
The challenges would be mostly cross-national in character. They would not be bound to one region 
or country, neither being limited to national boundaries nor being controllable by national 
solutions. The world is increasingly becoming more inter-connected, inter-related and also 
interdependent. 
In the case of climate change, though there are differences in the intensity of effect on different 
countries, it is a global problem. Though the major contributors of the greenhouse gas emissions 
have been the developed countries, climate change would impact even the underdeveloped and 
developing countries. 
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Similarly in the case of poverty, though poverty is often considered as a local or regional issue, it also 
manifests itself in the form of increased migration and in some cases breeding ground for 
extremism. Thus poverty is also cross national in character. 
Suggest what measures need to be taken to address the issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward that there is the need to move away from nationalistic urges and 
embrace the logic of international cooperation through revived and strengthened multilateral 
institutions and processes. 
 

Introduction: 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into the forefront that most challenges confronting the world 

and likely to confront it in the future, are cross-national in character. They respect no national 

boundaries and are not amenable to national solutions. Further, these challenges are cross-domain 

in nature, with strong feedback loops. A disruption in one domain often cascades into parallel 

disruptions in other domains. 

Body: 

Need for renewed multilateralism: 

 Most challenges confronting the world and likely to confront it in the future are cross-national in 

character. They respect no national boundaries and are not amenable to national solutions. 

 A disruption in one domain often cascades into parallel disruptions in other domains. 

 Increasing Cross-domain nature of challenges like the use of chemical fertilizers and toxic 

pesticides may promote food security but have injurious health effects, undermining health 

security. 

 They require empowered international institutions of governance. 

 Underlying these must be a spirit of internationalism and solidarity, a sense of belonging to 

common humanity. 

 Whether at the domestic or the international level, these inter-domain linkages need to be 

understood and inform policy interventions. The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

reflect this awareness. 

 It is a health crisis but is also spawning an economic crisis through disrupting global value chains 

and creating a simultaneous demand shock. It is a classic cross-national and cross-domain 

challenge. 

 Despite the world becoming more inter-connected, inter-related and also interdependent, the 

global community has not been able to come on a single platform or frame a Global Agenda, to 

overcome global challenges like poverty, terrorism, Climate Change issues, etc. 

India’s foreign policy towards multilateralism: 

 From non-alignment to multi alignment: The present government follows the policy of seeking 

friendship with all countries as contrasted from the earlier policy of non-alignment. For example, 

India’s friendship with Iran and Saudi Arabia, and with the U.S. as well as Russia. 

 Mobilizing global collaboration: The plea made Prime Minister of India recently for mobilizing 

global collaboration, more specifically in fighting COVID-19 would be in keeping with India’s 

traditional activism on the international stage. For example, international initiative, either 

through the G-20 or through the U.N. 
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 Mobilizing regional cooperation: The Prime Minister has shown commendable initiative in 

convening leaders of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation nations for a regional 

collaborative effort on COVID-19. 

Way forward: 

 There is the need to move away from nationalistic urges and embrace the logic of international 

cooperation through revived and strengthened multilateral institutions and processes. 

 Relevant policy interventions: Whether at the domestic or the international level, the challenges 

posed by the COVID-19 outbreak need to be understood and relevant policy interventions need 

to be framed. 

 The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reflect the pathway for cross-national, cross-

domain policy framework. 

 A leadership role by India in mobilising world collaboration would act as a beacon for the world 

in the direction towards reviving faith in multilateralism for dealing with global challenges of 

present nature. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Why enormous “power gaps” continue between men and women in economies, 

political systems and corporations of the world? Examine in the backdrop of recently 

released UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index. (250 words) 
Reference:   Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article presents a detailed picture of what UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index, covering 80% of 
the world population in 75 countries, tells us about gender inequality worldwide and in India. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must examine why the power gaps continue between men and women in economies, 
political systems and corporations of the world and with a specific context of India. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the highlights of the UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index. 
Body: 
86% & 90% of women and men, respectively, held some sort of bias against women (2018), according 
to UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index; in India (2014-15), this bias showed un 97% of women and 
99% of men. 
Explain why enormous “power gaps” continue between men and women in economies, political 
systems and corporations? – 
Despite tangible progress in closing gender inequalities in developmental areas, such as education 
and health as well as in removing legal barriers to political and economic participation, there exist 
power gaps. 
This is because while men and women vote at similar rates, only 24 percent of parliamentary seats 
worldwide are held by women and there are only 10 female heads of government out of 193 Member 
States. 
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Furthermore, women are paid less than men working the same jobs and are much less likely to be in 
senior positions. 
Suggest solutions to address these challenges while presenting case specific to India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction 

The UNDP’s Gender Social Norms Index shows a telling tale of widespread gender 

discrimination globally and in India. This index measures how social beliefs obstruct gender equality 

in areas like politics, work, and education, and contains data from 75 countries, covering over 80 

percent of the world’s population. The highlights provide clues to the “glass ceiling”. 

 Over 40% feel that men make better business executives and that men have more right to a job 

when jobs are scarce. 

 Less than 6% of CEOs in S&P 500 companies are women; while women work more hours than 

men, this work is more likely to be unpaid care work. 

Body 

The reason for enormous power gaps between men and women: 

In economies 

 Lack of Economic Empowerment: 

 Women’s Labour force participation globally is 51% while it is 80% for men as per World 

Development Report 2012. In India it is 23% as per the PLFS Survey. 

 Women are underrepresented in senior managerial position and overrepresented in low 

paying jobs. Oxford Survey shows that globally only 19% firms have a female senior 

manager. 

 Wage Gap: Globally women still earn 20% less than men. In a recent ILO report, India was 

among the bottom five countries, with a gender pay gap of 34 per cent. 

 Access to productive capital: It is harder for women to access funds and capital for farming, 

starting a business or for other developmental works. 

 Secondary Education for women is lower than man in majority of countries while this stands at 

less than 80% in India. 

 Social norms and stereotypes: Classifying men as “bread winners” and women pursuing jobs as 

“career women” was reported by Oxford University Survey. It also highlighted that most of the 

unpaid work is seen as a women’s job. 

In Political Systems 

 Deeply ingrained bias: Ironically it exists among both men and women – against genuine 

equality. 

 According PISA test data, the notion that “boys fare better at maths” is unfounded. Yet 

this belief still exists. 
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 Pakistan tops in holding biaises against women at 99.8%. 

 About half the world’s population feel men make better political leaders as per UNDP Gender 

Social Norms Index. 

 24% of parliamentary seats worldwide are held by women, and there are only 10 female heads 

of government out of a possible 193. 

In Corporations 

Women still earn on average 79 percent of what men earn, hold only 5 percent of Fortune 500 CEO 

positions, and represent on average 17 percent of global Board positions. 

 Women tend to lack access to informal networks that provide opportunities to work in high-

profile projects, which include attending conferences abroad or on-the-job opportunities. 

 When it comes to peer recognition, women are at loss as they muster less support. 

 As per Mckinsey report women were overlooked for promotion even in companies like Google 

for their reproductive choices. 

 Women continue to face the same kind of discrimination at work as they face in society. 

 According to a recent Accenture research report, the gender pay gap in India is as high as 67 

percent in corporates. 

Addressing the challenges 

UNDP is calling on governments and institutions to use a new generation of policies to change these 

discriminatory beliefs and practices through education, and by raising awareness and changing 

incentives. 

 Behavioral Nudge: For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care 

responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated 

sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. Eg Supreme Court in India 

declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army. 

 Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing. 

 Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target. 

 Gender Justice at Work 

 Bridging the wage gap for equal work. 

 Making work places safer through strong laws. India has enacted Sexual Harassment at 

workplaces act. 

 Promote diversity and anti-bias courses for all employees. 

 Comprehensive leadership training for women to excel in their fields. 

 Gender sensitization: Breaking the social barriers by gender sensitization and education at 

families, schools and E.g.: In the NCERT Books, gender roles, bias and prejudice inducing writings 

were removed. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 129 

 Social security and financial literacy: Formalization of jobs should be pushed to avail benefits to 

many women. Until then, social security benefits should be provided to women in unorganized 

sector. Eg: Self Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme in India 

 Embedding financial literacy in programmes where women have significant representation 

could be a good starting point. 

 Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to 

promote women’s representation in economy. 

 Political Representation: India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats and 

Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further. 

Conclusion 

To bridge the power gaps between men and women SDG Goal 5 i.e. eliminate all forms of 

discrimination and violence against women in the public and private spheres and to undertake 

reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources and access to ownership of property, 

must become a priority for all nations. 

Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with 

dignity and with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of 

poverty. Gender shouldn’t be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women. 
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