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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 15t Feb-2020

1. What is Dividend Distribution Tax?
(a) Tax levied at the time of purchase and sale of securities listed on stock
exchanges in India.
(b) Tax on the profit realized on the sale of a non-inventory asset.
(c) Tax is levied when a privately-held company raises funds at a rate
higher than its fair valuation.
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Dividend Distribution Tax: It is a tax levied on dividends that a
company pays to its shareholders out of its profits.
e Securities transaction tax (STT) is a tax levied at the time of
purchase and sale of securities listed on stock exchanges in India.
e Capital gains tax is a tax on the profit realized on the sale of a
non-inventory asset.
e Angel tax is levied when a privately-held company raises funds at
a rate higher than its “fair valuation.”

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/01/what-is-dividend-distribution-tax/

2. Which of the following types of deposits is/are not covered by Deposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (DICGC)?
1. Deposits of foreign governments
2. Deposits of central/ state governments
3. Inter-bank deposits
4. Deposits of State co-operative bank
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 3 and 4
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 1,2 and 3
(d) 1,2, 3 and 4
Ans: (d)
Explanation: The DICGC does not include the following types of deposits:
e Deposits of foreign governments.
e Deposits of central/state governments.
e Inter-bank deposits.
e Deposits of the state land development banks with the state co-
operative bank.
Any amount due on account of any deposit received outside India.
e Any amount specifically exempted by the DICGC with previous
approval of RBI.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/01/insurance-cover-on-bank-fds-
deposits-increased-to-%e2%82%b95-lakh/
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3. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
Diseases Crops
1. Yellow Rust — Wheat
2. Cavity spot — Carrot
3. Ikki - Groundnut
4. Black Arm — Sugar Cane
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2 and 3
(b) 1,2, 3 and 4
(c) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 4
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
Yellow Rust — Wheat
Cavity spot — Carrot
Ikki —  Groundnut
Black Arm - Cotton

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/01/yellow-rust/

4. Recently Sushila Aggarwal v. State of NCT of Delhi case has been in news
for sometimes, it is primarily related to
(a) Section 452 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(b) Anticipatory bail
(c) Natural Justice
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e A constitution bench of the Supreme Court has ruled that an
anticipatory bail cannot be limited to a fixed time period and can
continue till the end of the trial.

e The judgment came in a reference made by a three-judge bench in
the case of Sushila Aggarwal v. State of NCT of Delhi regarding the
scope of Section 438 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
which provides for grant of anticipatory bail.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/01/what-is-anticipatory-bail/

5. Which of the following statements is/are not correct?
(a) Andhra Pradesh flags off country’s first ‘fruit train’.
(b) India's first e-waste clinic to be set up in Odisha.
(c) Kerala Police to launch CIMS, a first-of-its-kind surveillance system.
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation: Here Directive word is not correct!!
e India's first e-waste clinic to be set up in Bhopal.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/01/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-01-february-2020/
|
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6. With reference to Tokenisation consider the following statements:
1. Technique used in Electronic Voting Machines.
2. It was introduced by Election Commission of India.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 Nor 2
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The Reserve Bank of India has allowed Tokenisation of debit, credit
and prepaid card transactions to enhance the safety of the digital
payments ecosystem in the country.

e Tokenization will replace card details with a code, called a “token,”
which will be specifically for the card, the token requestor and the
device being used to pay. Instead of the card’s details, the token
will act as the card at point of sale (POS) terminals and quick
response (QR) code payment systems.

e The goal of the process is to improve the safety and security of
payments.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/10/rbi-allows-tokenization-of-card-
transactions/

7. Consider the following statements about Nitrogen pollution.
1. Nitrogen dioxide is a greenhouse gas.
2. Sewage and organic solid wastes form the second largest source of

Nitrogen pollution in India.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The Assessment found that nitrates not only affected surface water
but also polluted groundwater sources.

e Nitrous oxide (N20) gas should not be confused with nitric oxide
(NO) or nitrogen dioxide (NO2). Neither nitric oxide nor nitrogen
dioxide are greenhouse gases. Nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas.

e Sewage and organic solid wastes form the second largest source of
N pollution in India.

e Nitrous oxide (N20) is 300 times more potent than carbon dioxide
but isn’t as prevalent in the atmosphere.

Refer: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/when-n-means-noxious-59279
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8. Which of the following authority has the mandate of bulk procurement in
Minor Forest Produce (MFP)?
(a) TRIFED
(b) FCI
(c) Gram Sabha
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Under its revised mandate TRIFED has stopped bulk procurement
in Minor Forest Produce (MFP) and surplus Agricultural Produce
(SAP) from Tribals.
e This procurement is now done by the State-level Tribal
Cooperatives Societies/Federations.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/26/nine-new-items-added-to-msp-for-
minor-forest-produce-scheme/

9. Consider the following statements:

1. The total number of Minor Forest Produce (MFPs) covered under the
Minimum support price (MSP) list is 49.

2. Forest items like Kalihari Chanothi seeds, Bakul have been exempted
due to its high medicinal values.

3. The MSP for MFP scheme was started by the Centre in 2013 to ensure
fair and remunerative prices to MFP gatherers.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 2

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has added nine minor forest produce
(MFP) items to its minimum support price (MSP) for MFP scheme. The total
number of MFPs covered under the list is 49.

The nine new items are: Bakul (dried bark), Kutaj (dried bark), Noni/Aal
(dried fiuits), Sonapatha/Syonak pods, Chanothi seeds, Kalihari (dried
tubers), Makoi (dried fiuits), Apang plant and Sugandhrnantri roots/tubers.

About MSP for MFP scheme:

The MSP for MFP scheme was started by the Centre in 2013 to ensure fair
and remunerative prices to MFP gatherers. The total outlay for the scheme is
Rs 967 crore as Centre’s share for the planned period (2013-14 to 2016-17).

The scheme is designed as a social safety net for improvement of livelihood
of MFP gatherers by providing them fair price for the MFPs they collect.

The scheme has been started with the objective of providing fair price to

MFP gatherers, enhance their income level and ensure sustainable
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harvesting of MFPs. The MSP scheme seeks assurance of buying at a
particular price, primary processing, storage, transportation etc while
ensuring sustainability of the resource base.

Implementation of the scheme:

Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India is the Nodal Ministry for
implementation of the scheme which will announce Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for the selected MFPs with the technical support from TRIFED.

TRIFED will act as the Central Nodal Agency for implementation and
monitoring of the scheme through State level implementing agencies.

State designated agencies will undertake procurement of notified MFPs
directly from MFP gatherers (individual or collectives) at haats notified
procurement centers at grass root level at prefixed Minimum Support Price
and ensure full & timely on the spot payment to MFP gatherers.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/26/nine-new-items-added-to-msp-for-
minor-forest-produce-scheme/

10. Arrange the following seas in the direction of East to West:
1. Andaman sea
2. Sulu sea
3. Banda sea
4. Arafura sea
Select the correct answer cede:

(@) 1-2-3-4
(b) 2-4-3-1
() 4-3-2-1
(d) 3-4-2-1
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
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11. Consider the following statements with reference to Bodo language:
1. Bodo is listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
2. It is officially written in the Devanagri script.
3. Bodo is the official language of Assam.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Assamese is the official language of Assam, and one of the 23
official languages recognised by the Republic of India.
e 2020 Bodo Accord makes Bodo the associate official language
throughout Assam.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/bodo-language/

12. Consider the following statements about Finance Commission of India:
1. The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article

280 of the Constitution.

2. Chairman of the Commission is selected from among persons who
have had experience in economics.

3. John Mathai was a member of the first Cabinet of independent India
and the chairman of the first Finance Commission of India.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1 and 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The Finance Commission is appointed by the President under
Article 280 of the Constitution.

e As per the provisions contained in the Finance Commission
[Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The Finance Commission
(Salaries & Allowances) Rules, 1951, the Chairman of the
Commission is selected from among persons who have had
experience in public affairs, and the four other members are
selected from among persons who:

1. are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges
of a High Court; or

2. have special knowledge of the finances and accounts of
Government; or
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3. have had wide experience in financial matters and in
administration; or have special knowledge of economics.
The First Finance Commission was constituted vide Presidential
Order dated 22.11.1951 under the chairmanship of Shri K.C.
Neogy on 6th April, 1952. Fifteenth Finance Commissions have
been constituted so far at intervals of every five years.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/finance-commission-of-india-4/

13. Consider the following statements about Commonwealth of Nations:

1. It is a political association of 54 member states.

2. Current Commonwealth of Nations was formally constituted by the
Balfour Declaration in 1949.

3. Europe has the highest number of members of Commonwealth of
Nations.

4. All members have an equal say regardless of size or wealth.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 4

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

It was originally created as the British Commonwealth of Nations
through the Balfour Declaration at the 1926 Imperial
Conference, and formalised by the United Kingdom through the
Statute of Westminster in 1931.

The current Commonwealth of Nations was formally constituted by
the London Declaration in 1949.

There are 54 countries in the Commonwealth, in Africa, Asia,
the Americas, Europe and the Pacific. The Commonwealth
countries are diverse — they are amongst the world’s biggest,
smallest, richest and poorest countries.

All members subscribe to the values and principles of The
Commonwealth Charter.

All members have an equal say regardless of size or wealth. This
makes sure even the smallest countries have a voice in shaping the
Commonwealth.

Africa has the highest number of members of Commonwealth.

Refer: https://thecommonwealth.org/member-countries

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/commonwealth/

14. Consider the following statements:
1. Recently researchers from IBM claimed to have achieved a milestone
known as quantum supremacy.
2. Quantum computers use logical units called quantum bits.
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3. Gol plans to invest 78000 in quantum computing research over five
years, under the National Mission of Quantum Technology and
Application project.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e The Indian government said today it plans to invest 38,000 crores
($1.12 billion) in quantum computing research over five years. The
country’s finance minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, said the scheme
will boost the research for technology under the National Mission
of Quantum Technology and Application project.

e In October, researchers from Google claimed to have achieved a
milestone known as quantum supremacy. They had created the
first quantum computer that could perform a calculation that is
impossible for a standard computer. But IBM researchers
countered that Google hadn’t done anything special. The clash
highlights the intense commercial interest in quantum computing,
as companies jostle for position at the forefront of the field.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/quantum-computing-gets-funds/

15. With reference to National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC),
consider the following statements:

1. The Action Plan was released on 30th June 2013.

2. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is in charge of the
overall implementation of the plan.

3. The plan identifies measures that promote development objectives
while also yielding co-benefits for addressing climate change
effectively.

4. ‘Qualitative change in the method through which the national growth
objectives will be achieved’, is one of the guiding principle of the plan.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1,2 and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 3 and 4

(d) 1,2, 3 and 4

Ans: (c)

Explanation: National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC):

The Action Plan was released on 30th June 2008. It effectively pulls
together a number of the government’s existing national plans on water,
renewable energy, energy efficiency agriculture and others — bundled with
additional ones — into a set of eight missions.
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The Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change is in charge of the
overall implementation of the plan. The plan document elaborates on a
unique approach to reduce the stress of climate change and uses the
poverty-growth linkage to make its point.

Emphasizing the overriding priority of maintaining high economic growth
rates to raise living standards, the plan “identifies measures that promote
development objectives while also yielding co-benefits for addressing
climate change effectively.”

It says these national measures would be more successful with
assistance from developed countries, and pledges that India’s per capita
greenhouse gas emissions “will at no point exceed that of developed
countries even as we pursue our development objectives.”

The guiding principles of the plan are:

1. Inclusive and sustainable development strategy to protect the poor

2. Qualitative change in the method through which the national growth

objectives will be achieved i.e. by enhancing ecological sustainability

leading to further mitigation

Cost effective strategies for end use demand side management

4. Deployment of appropriate technologies for extensive and accelerated
adaptation, and mitigation of greenhouse gases

5. Innovative market, regulatory and voluntary mechanisms to promote
Sustainable Development

6. Implementation through linkages with civil society, local governments
and public-private partnerships

7. International cooperation, transfer of technology and funding

w

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/green-india-mission-2/

16. Consider the following statements:

1. India has 37 Ramsar sites now, covering an area of 10.07 million ha.

2. Beas Conservation Reserve is a Ramsar wetland site located in the
state of Punjab.

3. ‘Wetlands and Biodiversity’is the theme for World Wetlands Day-
2020.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
e Wetlands and Biodiversity is the theme for World Wetlands Day

2020.
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e The country has over 757,000 wetlands with a total wetland area
of 15.3 million ha, accounting for nearly 4.7% of the total
geographical area of the country.

e India has 37 Ramsar sites now, covering an area of 1.07 million
ha. The latest additions include Maharashtra’s first Ramsar site,
the Nandur Madhmeshwar bird sanctuary; three more from Punjab
(in Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation Reserve and Nangal); and
six more from Uttar Pradesh (in Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman,
Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai Nawar).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/03/world-wetlands-day-2019-2/

17. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related Analysis of
Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC):
1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP).

2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and
animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Itis a NGO, not a bureau under UNEP also TRAFFIC is governed
by the TRAFFIC Committee, a steering group composed of
members of TRAFFIC’s partner organizations, WWF and IUCN.

e It is working globally on Wildlife trade monitoring network.

e It specializes in investigating and analysing wildlife trade trends,
patterns, impacts and drivers to provide the leading knowledge
base on trade in wild animals and plants.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/11/rajya-sabha-tv-in-depth-maneaters-
of-india/

18. ‘Recognition of Prior Learning Scheme’is sometimes mentioned in the

news with reference to

(a) Certifying the skills acquired by construction workers through
traditional channels.

(b) Enrolling the persons in Universities for distance learning
programmes.

(c) Reserving some skilled jobs to rural and urban poor in some public
sector undertakings.

(d) Certifying the skills acquired by trainees under the National Skill
Development Programme.

Ans: (a)

Explanation:
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e The ‘Recognition of Prior Learning’ scheme — underway across
construction sites in five states — to certify skills acquired by
workers through traditional learning channels.

e The project may be of particular relevance to a country where just
2 per cent of the workforce is certified as skilled.

e Most deemed to be outside the skilled category in India are those
who have typically picked up a skill while on the job, without any
formal degree to back this up.

Refer: https://www.msde.gov.in/pmkvy.html

19. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
Bilateral exercise — Participating countries
1. Sampriti — India and Bangladesh
2. Ekuverin — India and Maldives
3. Red Flag — India and China
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 1 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Sampriti — India and Bangladesh
e Ekuverin — India and Maldives
¢ Red Flag - India and USA

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-31-january-2020/

20. Consider the following statements:

1. World summit on sustainable development is the annual flagship event
of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).

2. TERI was established in 1974 as an information centre on energy
issues.

3. GRIHA, is a national rating system for green buildings in India, was
conceived by TERI and developed with Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 Only

(d) None of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation: Here Directive word is Not Correct!!

e World Sustainable Development Summit:
o Itis the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI).
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o Itis the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the
developing world.

e Johannesburg Summit 2002 - the World Summit on
Sustainable Development - brought together tens of thousands of
participants, including heads of State and Government, national
delegates and leaders from non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), businesses and other major groups to focus the world's
attention and direct action toward meeting difficult challenges,
including improving people's lives and conserving our natural
resources in a world that is growing in population, with ever-
increasing demands for food, water, shelter, sanitation, energy,
health services and economic security.

e Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) was
conceived by TERI and developed with Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, is a national rating system for green buildings
in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/world-sustainable-development-

summit-2/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 5" Feb-2020

21. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Chemicals/ Raw Materials - Applications

1. Purified Terephthalic Acid : Beverage bottles
2. Bamboo fibers : Sanitary napkins
3. Paraquat : Nail polish

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 2

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Odisha’s directorate of agriculture and food production asked all
district agricultural officers in a letter to create awareness among
farmers about the restriction on the use of glyphosate and
Paraquat dichloride.

e Glyphosate, one of the most widely used herbicides to kill grasses,
was classified by the World Health Organization’s International
Agency for Research on Cancer in 2015 as “probably carcinogenic
to humans.”

e Paraquat dichloride is another herbicide primarily being used by
paddy farmers for weed control, but doctors have raised concern
over its paraquat poisoning.
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e Paraquat is yet to be listed in the prior informed consent (PIC) of
Rotterdam Convention, is an international treaty on
import/export of hazardous chemicals signed in 1998.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/purified-terephthalic-acid-pta/

22. Consider the following statements about East Asia Sumit(EAS):
1. India is an associate member of EAS.
2. EAS regional forum held bi-annually by leaders of 18 countries in the
East Asian, Southeast Asian and South Asian regions.
3. There are six priority areas of regional cooperation within the
framework of the EAS.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e The East Asia Summit, a grouping of 18 countries including India
as full time member.
e EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on the premise of the
centrality of ASEAN.
e Itis a forum held annually by leaders of 18 countries in the East
Asian, Southeast Asian and South Asian regions.
e The first summit was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 14
December 2005.
e There are six priority areas of regional cooperation within the
framework of the EAS.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/east-asia-summit-2/

23.In 1962, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, widely considered the father of India's
space programme, selected Thumba as the country's first launch site
because
(a) It is located on Earth's magnetic equator.
(b) It is near to East Coast, which gives an additional boost to the rocket,
due to the rotational speed of Earth.
(c) Weaker Coriolis force effect.
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Thumba was picked as the launch site for sounding rockets for
meteorological and upper atmospheric research due to its location
on the geomagnetic equator.
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%+ The space activities in INDIA started in the 1960°s when the first
advancements took place at THUMBA.

<+ Now Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS) was
the first space station at Trivandrum which gave a true and energetic
insight into INDIA’s capability of a stronghold nation in Space
development.

<+ Thumba was primarily chosen because of the geographical
conditions that favoured that area. It has the magnetic equator
overhead which completely necessitated the visionaries to implant
their ideas and dreams in this region.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/vikram-sarabhai-2/

24. Which of the following is/are the associated problems with RO plants?
1. Deposition of brine.
2. Construction of the RO plants required troves of groundwater.
3. RO water may cause calcium deficiency.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1and 3
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation: What are the problems with RO plants?

e Because RO plants convert seawater to fresh water, the major
environmental challenge they pose is the deposition of brine (highly
concentrated salt water) along the shores.

e Ever since the Chennai plants have started to function, fishermen
have complained that the brine being deposited along the seashore
is triggering changes along the coastline and reducing the
availability of prawn, sardine and mackerel. Environmentalists
second this saying that hyper salinity along the shore affects
plankton, which is the main food for several of these fish species.

e Moreover, the high pressure motors needed to draw in the seawater
end up sucking in small fish and life forms, thereby crushing and
killing them — again a loss of marine resource.
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e Another unexpected problem, an environmentalist group has
alleged, was that the construction of the RO plants required troves
of groundwater. This was freshwater that was sucked out and has
since been replaced by salt water, rendering it unfit for the
residents around the desalination plants.

e In the early days of RO technology, there were concerns that
desalinated water was shorn of vital minerals such as calcium,
magnesium, zinc, sodium, potassium and carbonates. They are
collectively referred to as TDS. Higher quantities of these salts in
desalination plants tend to corrode the membranes and filtration
system in these plants. So ideally, a treatment plant would try to
keep the TDS as low as possible.

e A study conducted by the National Institute of Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj (NIRD-PR) on setting up of RO plants in rural
India has cautioned those tends to extract essential minerals and
that they were being set up in several places despite absence of
water quality issues.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/reverse-osmosis-ro-2/

25. Recently Blue Dot Network has been in news for sometimes, It is
primarily related to
(a) Sustainable infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific region.
(b) Agriculture Modernization Project by USA, Japan and Australia.
(c) Pan-India Opportunities in the Indian Railway sector
(d) All economic activities related to oceans, seas and coasts.
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The United States along with Japan and Australia, unveiled what
they have termed the “Blue Dot” network, and have officially
described it as “promoting global, multi-stakeholder sustainable
infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific region and
around the world.”

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/blue-dot-network/

26. Consider the following rivers:
1. Brahmaputra River
2. Teesta River
3. Feni River
Which of the above flows/flow through Assam?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 1 only
(c) 1and 3
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

1
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GElwaile4HLjwA ?


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/reverse-osmosis-ro-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/blue-dot-network/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February 2020) ‘ ,

e Feni River: The Feni River originates in South Tripura district and
flows through Sabroom town and then enters Bangladesh.

e Teesta river that rises in the eastern Himalayas, flows through the
Indian states of Sikkim and West Bengal through Bangladesh and
enters the Bay of Bengal.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-05-february-2020/

27. With reference to Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy
and Armed Robbery against ships in Asia (ReCAAP), Consider the
following statements:

1. The ReCAAP is the first regional Government-to-Government
agreement to deal with piracy and armed robbery at sea in Asia.

2. Union Government has designated Indian Navy as the focal point
within India for ReCAAP.

3. Information Sharing Centre has been established at Djibouti.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The ReCAAP is the first regional Government-to-Government
agreement to deal with piracy and armed robbery at sea in Asia.

e Presently 20 countries are members of ReCAAP. India played an
active role in the setting up and functioning of ReCAAPISC along
with Japan and Singapore.

e Union Government has designated ICG as the focal point within
India for ReCAAP.

¢ Information sharing, capacity building and mutual legal assistance
are the three pillars of co-operation under the ReCAAP agreement.

e An ISC has been established at Singapore to collate and
disseminate the information among the contracting parties and the
maritime community.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/06/19/regional-cooperation-agreement-on-
combating-piracy-and-armed-robbery-against-ships-in-asia-recaap/

28. Consider the following pairs:

Wetlands /NP Confluence of rivers

1. Keoladeo Ghana NP : Beas and Chambal

2. Kolleru Lake : Musi and Krishna

3. Bhitarkanika NP : Baitarini and Dhamara

4. Vembanad lake : Pamba and Periyar

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

(@ 1, 3 and 4

(b) 1,2, 3 and 4

(c) 3 and 4

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
e Keoladeo Ghana NP : Gambhir and Banganga rivers
e Kolleru Lake Godavari and Krishna
e Bhitarkanika NP: Baitarini and Dhamara
e Vembanad lake: Pamba and Periyar

29. Consider the following rivers:
1. Bhima River
2. Amaravati River
3. Arkavati River
4. Paleru River
Which of the above are the tributaries of Krishna River?
(@ 1,2 and 4
(b) 1 and 4
(c) 1,2,3 and 4
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
¢ Amaravati River and Arkavati River are tributaries of Cauvery.
e The principal tributaries joining Krishna are the Ghataprabha
River, Malaprabha River, Bhima River, Tungabhadra River and
Musi River.
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30. Consider the following pairs:

National Parks River Flowing through the park
1. Corbett NP - Ramganga river
2. Bandipur NP - Kabini river
3. Silent Valley NP - Kaveri
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 1and 3
(d) None of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Silent Valley NP: River Kunthi
e Bandipur NP: Three rivers flow through the main area of the
Bandipur Tiger Resrve, Karnataka. Of these, the Nugu River flows
through the middle, while the Moyar River forms the southern
boundary between Bandipur and Mudumalai. The third river -
Kabini, forms the boundary of Bandipur and Nagarhole Sanctuary.

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 6" Feb-2020

31. Consider the following statements with reference to Cooperative Banks:

1. Cooperative banks are currently under the dual control of the
Registrar of Cooperative Societies and RBI.

2. New Role of RBI includes incorporation, registration, management,
audit, supersession of board and liquidation.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
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Explanation:

e Co-operative banks are financial entities established on a co-
operative basis and belonging to their members. This means that
the customers of a co-operative bank are also its owners.

e Cooperative banks are currently under the dual control of the
Registrar of Cooperative Societies and RBI.

e While the role of registrar of cooperative societies includes
incorporation, registration, management, audit, supersession of
board and liquidation, RBI is responsible for regulatory functions
such maintaining cash reserve and capital adequacy, among
others.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/cooperative-banks-under-rbi/

32. Consider the following statements with reference to Surrogacy

(Regulation) Bill, 2019:

1. The Bill bans commercial surrogacy, but it does allow altruistic
surrogacy.

2. Only Indian couples who have been legally married for at least 5 years
would be allowed to opt for surrogacy.

3. Bill seeks to regulate functioning of surrogacy clinics.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) All of the above

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
o All the statements in the given questions are correct- Source

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/06/surrogacy-regulation-bill-2019/

33. Consider the following statements with reference to prisoners voting

rights:

1. No person shall vote at any election if he is confined in a prison.

2. Only those under preventive detention can cast their vote through
postal ballots.

3. Article 326 of the Constitution clearly lays down that the right to vote
in India should only be decided through suffrage and nothing else.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
e The Representation of the People Act, 1951, Section 62(5) states

that "No person shall vote at any election if he is confined in a

prison, whether under a sentence of imprisonment or
-
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transportation or otherwise, or is in the lawful custody of the
police: Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply to a
person subjected to preventive detention under any law for the
time being in force".

However, as per Section 62(5) if the Representation Act, those
being held under preventive detention can participate in elections
and cast their vote via postal ballots.

In 2014, the Election Commission also confirmed that detainees
had the right to vote, but not under-trials and convicts. However,
no vote has as yet been cast from inside a prison or by a prisoner.
In 1997, the Supreme Court of India, while rejecting the petition
seeking the right to vote for prisoners provided some reasons for
why such a ban was in place:

o Resource crunch as permitting every person in prison also to
vote would require deployment of a much larger police force
and greater security arrangements.

o A person who is in prison as a result of his own conduct
cannot claim equal freedom.

o To keep persons with criminal background away from the
election scene.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/supreme-court-panel-recommends-

several-prison-reforms/

34. Consider the following statements:

1. Soil Health Card (SHC) is a Government of India's scheme promoted by
the Department of land resources under the MoA&FW.

2. SHC is a printed report that a farmer will be handed over for each of
his holdings.

3. SHC will contain the status of his soil with respect to 12 parameters.

4. The authorities (SHC) will monitor the soil on a regular basis and one
in every S years, they will provide a report to farmers.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1,2, and 3

(b) 1,2, 3 and 4

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 4

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Soil Health Card (SHC) is a Government of India's scheme
promoted by the Department of Agriculture & Co-operation
under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. It is being
implemented through the Department of Agriculture of all the State
and Union Territory Governments.

SHC is a printed report that a farmer will be handed over for each
of his holdings. It will contain the status of his soil with respect to
12 parameters, namely N,P,K (Macro-nutrients); S (Secondary-
nutrient); Zn, Fe, Cu, Mn, Bo (Micro - nutrients); and pH, EC, OC
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(Physical parameters). Based on this, the SHC will also indicate
fertilizer recommendations and soil amendment required for the
farm.

e The authorities will monitor the soil on a regular basis. One in
every 3 years, they will provide a report to farmers. So, farmers
need not worry if the nature of the soil changes due to certain
factors. Also, they will always have updated data about their soil.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/soil-health-cards-shc-scheme/

35. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Reports Publishing Org’s
1. The International IP Index — WIPO
2. World Investment Report — WB
3. Global Environment Outlook — UNEP
4. Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report — WEF
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 1,2 and 3
(c) 2,3 and 4
(d) 3 and 4
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e The International IP Index — U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global
Innovation Policy Center (GIPC).
e World Investment Report - UNCTAD

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/international-ip-index-2020/

36. Consider the following statements:

1. Panambur is the location of New Mangalore Port, which is an all-
season port.
2. Kandla Port is the biggest port of India by volume of freight handled.
3. Paradip port is an artificial & deep water port.
4. Vadhavan near Dahanu in Maharashtra will be 13th minor port in
India.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1,2 and 4
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 3 and 4
(d) 2 and 4
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Kandla Port is situated on the Gulf of Kutch. It is the biggest port
of India by volume of freight handled.
e Mormugoa port is the foremost iron ore exporting port.
e Panambur is the location of sea port called New Mangalore Port. It
is an all-season port.
e Paradip port is an artificial & deep water port.
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e Ennore Port is also known as Kamarajar Port Limited & is the only

major port registered as a company.

e Jawaharlal Nehru port is previously known as Nhava Sheva Port

& is the largest container port in India.

e Tuticorin or Thoothukudi Port is an artificial deep-sea dock & is

officially known as VO Chidambaranar Port.

e The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal to set up a major port

at Vadhavan near Dahanu in Maharashtra with a total cost of
65,545 crore. This will be 13th major port in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/06/vadhavan-port-and-landlord-model/

37. Consider the following statements:

1. Longitude of Pulwama’s location is between those of Srinagar and

Kargil.

2. Latitude of Kottayam location is between those of Ernakulam and

Alappuzha.
3. Bangalore situated more southward than Chennai.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Bangalore is north of Chennai.
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38. Arrange the following states of India

1. Arunachal Pradesh
2. Assam

3. Manipur

4. Nagaland

5. Mizoram

in the increasing order of area

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(a) 3-5-4-2-1
(b) 4-5-3-
(c) 4-3-5
(d) 5-4-3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

2-1
-1-2
3-1-2
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39.

40.

e Nagaland(6401 Sq mile)< Mizoram(8139 Sq mile)< Manipur(8620
Sq mile)< Assam(30,285 Sq mile) < Arunachal Pradesh (32,333 Sq
mile)

Lake Sambhar is nearest to which one of the following cities of Rajastan?
(a) Bharatpur

(b) Jaipur

(c) Jodhpur

(d) Udaipur

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Thousands of migratory birds die mysteriously in Rajasthan’s
Sambhar Lake.

e Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland saltwater lake at 230 sq km,
spread mostly across Jaipur and Nagaur districts and also a part
of Ajmer.

e It has a catchment area of 5,700 square km, with the water depth
fluctuating between 60 cm in the dry season to about 3 metres at
the end of the monsoon

Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

NP/ WS State

1. Kanger Valley NP — Chhattisgarh
2. Kugti Valley WS - Assam

3. Madhavpur NP — Madhya Pradesh
4. Chincholi WS — Karnataka

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 3 and 4

(d) 1, 3 and 4

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Kanger Valley NP — Chhattisgarh

e Kugti WS — Himachal Pradesh

e Madhavpur NP — Madhya Pradesh

e Chincholi WS - Karnataka

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 7'* Feb-2020
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. Consider the following statements:

1. Dawoodi Bohra community is a sect within Sunni Islam known for
trading and business acumen.

2. FGM practiced in India, is known as “khafz”.

3. Sydena Mohammad Burhanuddin, late spiritual head of the Bohra
community closely associated with Mahatma Gandhi.
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4. Dawoodi Bohra community, whose members live in Gujarat,

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 2, 3and 4

(d) 1,2 and 4

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e Dawoodi Bohra community is a sect within Shia Islam known
for trading and business acumen. It is not to be confused with the
Sunni Bohras who are also a Bohra Muslim community with many
similar cultural traits as Dawoodi Bohras.

e Female genital mutilation or cutting (FGM/C) as it is practised
in India is known as “khatna” or “khafz”, and involves the
removal of the clitoral hood or the clitoris. This practice is common
amongst the Bohra community, whose members live in Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala. The
Bohra community is estimated to be one million strong in India;
many also live outside India.

e In 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended an event of the
Dawoodi Bohra Muslim community and praised the community for
globally spreading the message of co-existence.

e He became the first prime minister to attend the religious
congregation of Dawoodi Bohra community.

e He recalled Mahatma Gandhi's close association with Sydena
Mohammad Burhanuddin, the late spiritual head of the Bohra
community.

e "Mahatma Gandhi met the Sydena during a train journey and they
became very close. During the 'Dandi March', Gandhiji stayed in
Saifee Villa (a building owned by the community in Dandi,
Gujarat) which was later dedicated to the nation,"” the prime
minister said.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/female-genital-mutilation/

42. Consider the following statements with reference to Brihadeeshwara

Temple:

1. Itis a Hindu temple dedicated to Shiva located in Madurai, built by
emperor Raja Raja Chola I.

2. This temple is located on the banks of Kaveri River.

3. There are several shrines added to the temple by most of the following
rulers such as the Pandyas, the Vijayanagara rulers and the
Marathas.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3
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(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Brihadeeshwara Temple (Peruvudaiyar Kovil) is a Hindu temple
dedicated to Shiva located in Thanjavur in the Indian state of
Tamil Nadu.

e The entire temple structure is made out of granite, the nearest
sources of which are about 60 km to the west of temple.

e Located on the banks of Kaveri river, it is an exemplary example of
a fully realised Dravidian architecture.

e There are several shrines added to the temple by most of the
following rulers such as the Pandyas, the Vijayanagara rulers and
the Marathas, too.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/kumbhabhishekam/

43. Consider the following statements with reference to Amendment to the

Motion of Thanks:

1. Motion of Thanks is a part of Basic structure of the constitution.

2. Notices of amendments to the Motion of Thanks on the President's
Address can be tabled after the President has delivered his Address.

3. Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well as
to matters which, in the opinion of the member, the Address has failed
to mention.

Which of the above given statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:
¢ Notices of amendments to the Motion of Thanks on the

President's Address can be tabled after the President has delivered
his Address.

e Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well
as to matters which, in the opinion of the member, the Address has
failed to mention.

e Amendments can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form
as may be considered appropriate by the Speaker/Chairman.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/motion-of-thanks-to-presidents-

address-3/

44. Recently UCPMP Code has been in news for sometimes, it is primarily
related to

(a) Code of conduct for ethical marketing practices

(b) Code of ethics for Doctors

(c) Code of conduct for MPs/MLAs

(d) Both A and B

Ans: (a)
I ———
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Explanation:
¢ Uniform Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMP)
and no unethical promotion of pharma products is done during
such conferences”. The UCPMP is a voluntary code of conduct for
ethical marketing practices, and it bars pharma firms from offering
inducements to doctors to promote their products.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/uniform-code-of-pharmaceuticals-
marketing-practices-ucpmp-code/

45. Which of the following is/are the most atrocious Laws imposed by the
British in India?
1. Public Safety Bill
2. Trade Dispute Bill
3. Rowlatt Act
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1and 3
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 2
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

¢ Public Safety Bill and Trade Dispute Bill: The economically
draining tax imposition on working class of India led to a
widespread strike in the late 1920’s. The Viceroy, using his special
powers, had decided to pass the Public Safety Bill and Trade
Dispute Bill immediately. These laws would declare all strikes as
illegal and would term any strike as a mutiny against the
administration. There was a provision in the law which empowered
the police to throw anyone behind the bars without a trial. Bhagat
Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw bombs in the assembly to
oppose these Bills.

e The Rowlatt Act of 1919: Nation-wide unrest and minimal
resources on the part of the British due to the First World War
meant that necessary measures had to be taken. As an emergency
measure, The Rowlatt Act of 1919 was passed by the British
parliament and imposed it on India. The law enabled the British
army and Indian Police to arrest without warrants, to have a
strangle hold on the press, to impose indefinite detention without
trial and violently act on suspicious evidence.

e In opposition to this act, the Jallianwala Baugh Massacre took
place on 13th April 1919. Further, more horrific acts were
conducted by the Police and Human Rights were violated without
any measure or record.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/public-safety-act/
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46. Sustainable Development Fee has been in news for sometimes with
respect to relation between India and Bhutan, it is primarily related to
(a) Cross border Trade
(b) Tourism
(c) Custom duty
(d) Both A and B
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

¢ Bhutan will now impose a “sustainable development fee” (SDF) on
Indian, Bangladeshi and Maldivian tourists.

e The new levy, however, will not be applicable across Bhutan. To
promote tourism in the less popular Eastern Bhutan, the SDF will
not be levied on tourists travelling to 11 districts in the region.

e The decision has been taken to protect the ecology of the country,
amid a spike in visitors from India.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-february-2020-2/

47. With reference to International Space Station, Consider the following

statements:
1. The space station flies at an average altitude of 1400 kms above
Earth.

2. After the moon, the ISS is the second brightest object in our night sky.

3. NASA (United States), Roscosmos (Russia), China National Space
Administration (China) and the European Space Agency are the major
partners of the space station who contribute most of the funding.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The International Space Station is a large spacecraft in orbit
around Earth. It serves as a home where crews of astronauts and
cosmonauts live. The space station is also a unique science
laboratory. Several nations worked together to build and use the
space station.

e The space station is made of parts that were assembled in space by
astronauts. It orbits Earth at an average altitude of approximately
250 miles (~402 Km). It travels at 17,500 mph. This means it
orbits Earth every 90 minutes.

e After the moon, the ISS is the second brightest object in our
night sky.

e The ISS includes contributions from 15 nations. NASA (United
States), Roscosmos (Russia) and the European Space Agency are
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the major partners of the space station who contribute most of the
funding; the other partners are the Japanese Aerospace
Exploration Agency and the Canadian Space Agency.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-february-2020-2/

48. Lucknow Declaration-2020 is related to

(@) India-Africa Relations

(b) India-Brazil Relations

(c) India-USA Relations

(d) None of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation: Lucknow Declaration:

e It is a joint declaration adopted as an outcome of the first India-

Africa Defence Ministers’ Conclave which was held along the side-
lines of the DefExpo 2020.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-february-2020-2/

49. “The climate is cold and dry. Average annual precipitation is roughly 80
mmy; fine, dry, flaked snow is frequent and sometimes falls heavily.
Vegetation is confined to valleys and sheltered spots, where a stunted
growth of tamarisk shrubs, furze and other plants supply much-needed
firewood. The principal products are wheat, barley, millet, buckwheat,
peas, beans, and turnips. Woolen cloth and other textiles are the primary
manufactures.”

The place referred to this quotation is
(a) Ladakh

(b) North Sikkim

(c) Spiti Valley

(d) Kalapani

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Ladakh has been contested by India and Pakistan since the
dissolution of British India in 1947; after the cease-fire agreement
of 1949, its southeastern portion went to India and the remainder
to Pakistan. China gained control of its portion of Ladakh when its
forces entered the region in the early 1960s.

e [Its natural features consist mainly of high plains and deep valleys.
The high plain predominates in the east, diminishing gradually
toward the west. In southeastern Ladakh lies Rupshu, an area of
large, brackish lakes with a uniform elevation of about 13,500 feet
(4,100 metres). To the northwest of Rupshu lies the Zaskar Range,
an inaccessible region where the people and the cattle remain
indoors for much of the year because of the cold. Zaskar is drained
by the Zaskar River, which, flowing northward, joins the Indus
River below Leh.

-
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e The climate of Ladakh is cold and dry. Average annual
precipitation is roughly 3 inches (80 mm); fine, dry, flaked snow is
frequent and sometimes falls heavily. Vegetation is confined to
valleys and sheltered spots, where a stunted growth of tamarisk
(genus Tamarix) shrubs, furze (also called gorse; spiny plants of the
legume family), and other plants supply much-needed firewood.
The principal products are wheat, barley, millet, buckwheat, peas,
beans, and turnips. Woolen cloth and other textiles are the primary
manufactures.

50. Mekong Ganga Cooperation Project is
(@) An irrigation project involving India and Myanmar
(b) A defence and security agreement of India with its eastern neighbours
(c) A joint tourism initiative of some Asian Countries
(d) A hydroelectric power project involving India, Bangladesh, Myanmar
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Addressing the 10th MGC Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has emphasised on better
connectivity between India and other member countries of the
Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) bloc for developing a vibrant
economic growth corridor.

e The MGC, is a sub-regional cooperation organisation comprising
India and five ASEAN countries, namely, Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam

e MGC was launched in 2000 at Laos capital Vientian.

e The MGC aims at facilitating closer contacts among the people
inhabiting these two major river basins and enhancing cooperation
in tourism, culture, education, transport and communications.

Refer: https://mea.gov.in/aseanindia/about-mgc.htm

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 8 Feb-2020

51. Consider the following statements with respect to National Commission

for Protection of Child Rights:

1. It is an extra-constitutional body.

2. It was set up under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012.

3. It inquiries into complaints and take suo moto notice of matters
related to deprivation and violation of child rights.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3
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(d) 3 Only
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) was set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an Act of
Parliament (December 2005).

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is a
statutory body under the administrative control of the Ministry of
Women & Child Development.

The Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies,
Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance
with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution
of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Child is defined as a person in the O to 18 years age group.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012 was enacted to provide a robust legal framework for the
protection of children from offences of sexual assault, sexual
harassment and pornography, while safeguarding the interest of
the child at every stage of the judicial process.

Extra- Constitutional Bodies are those which are not defined in
the Constitution of India but they are formed either by a statue or
by an executive action of the government.

o Extra- Constitutional Bodies are of further two types:

o Statutory Bodies- These are formed by passing a law of
either of the parliament of india or by the respective state
legislature. Ex: SEBI, National Human Rights Commission,
National Green Tribunal

o Executive Bodies- These are those bodies which are formed
by an executive order of the government. Ex: NITI Aayog.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/08/panel-suggests-steps-to-curb-child-

orn

52. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Org’s Launching Vehicle
1. NASA Delta II
2. SpaceX Falcon 9
3. Virgin LauncherOne
4. Israel Long March 5
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2,3 and 4
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

Long March 5 is Chines launching Vehicle

w
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e Israel — Shavit (small lift launch vehicle)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/08/nasas-voyager-2-spacecraft-3/

53. Consider the following statements with reference to Genome India Project:
1. A genome is the DNA in a cell.
2. Most of the DNA is in the mitochondria and intricately coiled into a
structure called the chromosome.
3. The Centre for Brain Research, an autonomous institute in the IISc,

Bengaluru, will serve as the nodal point of the project.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e A genome is the DNA, or sequence of genes, in a cell.

e Most of the DNA is in the nucleus and intricately coiled into a
structure called the chromosome. The rest is in the mitochondria,
the cell’s powerhouse.

e Every human cell contains a pair of chromosomes, each of which
has three billion base pairs or one of four molecules that pair in
precise ways.

e The order of base pairs and varying lengths of these sequences
constitute the “genes”, which are responsible for making amino
acids, proteins and, thereby, everything that is necessary for the
body to function.

e Itis when these genes are altered or mutated that proteins
sometimes do not function as intended, leading to disease.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/08/genome-india-project/

54. Consider the following statements:
1. LEDs contain no mercury, and have no environmental impact
compared to CFL bulbs.
2. LED bulb can be recycled.
3. LED bulbs are expensive as compared to CFL bulbs.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1and 3
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 only
(d) 2 only
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Light pollution, particularly the blue light emitted by LED bulbs,
doesn’t just make it hard to stargaze. It can cause serious
consequences for wildlife, whose biological rhythms and nocturnal

instincts are disrupted when they are near a lot of artificial light. In
- -
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humans, it can disrupt circadian rhythms and make it harder to
see when driving at night. And in some cases, it can even make
spring arrive early.

e LED does not have mercury like CFL bulbs, but it contains other
harmful components such as lead and nickel. The most notable
feature of the LED bulb is that they can be recycled.

e Besides the lead and nickel, the bulbs and their associated parts
were also found to contain arsenic, copper, and other metals that
have been linked to different cancers, neurological damage, kidney
disease, hypertension, skin rashes and other illnesses in humans,
and to ecological damage in waterways.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/08/keralas-ban-on-cfl-and-filament-
bulbs-from-november-2020/

55. Consider the following states:
1. Meghalaya
2. Mizoram
3. Arunachal Pradesh
4. Manipur
5. Nagaland
With reference to the states mentioned above, in terms of percentage of
forest cover to the total area of the state, which one of the following is the
correct descending order?
(a) 2-1-4-3-5
(b) 1-2-3-4-5
(c) 2-3-1-4-
(d) 3-2-1-5-
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e As per the India state of forest report-2019, in terms of forest
cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States
are Mizoram (85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya
(76.33%), Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland (75.31%).

Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf

5
4

56. According to India state of forest report-2019, the following states are
showing maximum loss in forest cover, in the context of this, arrange
them in ascending order
1. Manipur
2. Arunachal Pradesh
3. Mizoram
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(a) 2-1-3

(b) 3-2-1

(c) 1-2-3

(d) 2-3-1

Ans: (b)
-
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Explanation:
e States showing maximum loss in forest cover are Manipur (499 sq
km), Arunachal Pradesh (276 sq km) and Mizoram (180 sq km).

Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf

57. With reference to the India state of forest report-2019, consider the

following statements

1. The country’s total geographical area under the category of wetlands
is recorded more in West Bengal as compared to other States.

2. The total Forest and Tree cover of the country is 21.67% of the total
geographic area of the country.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e The total forest cover of the country is 712249 sq km (Includes
4975 sq km under Mangrove Cover) which is 21.67% of the total
geographic area of the country.

e The tree cover of the country is estimated as 95027 sq km which
is 2.89% of the geographical area.

e The total Forest and Tree cover of the country is 807276 sq km
which is 24.56% of the geographical area of the country.

e Among the big States, Gujarat has the largest area of the wetlands
within recorded forest area in the country followed by West Bengal.

e Among the smaller States/UTs Puducherry followed by Andaman &
Nicobar (A&N) Islands have large areas of wetlands within recorded
forest area.

Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf

58. Consider the following statements with reference to India state of forest
report-2019:
1. Karnataka has maximum species richness for trees.
2. Arunachal Pradesh has maximum species richness for shrubs.
3. Jammu & Kashmir has maximum species richness for herbs.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 3
(b) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e As per the India state of forest report-2019, all the given options
are correct.
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Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf

59. Consider the following statements with reference to India state of forest
report-2019:
1. Dependence of fuelwood on forests is highest in the State of

Maharashtra.

2. For fodder, small timber and bamboo, dependence is highest in

Odisha.

3. 21.40% of the forest cover of the country is highly to extremely fire
prone.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 3 Only

(b) None of the above

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (¢)

Explanation:

e Dependence of fuelwood on forests is highest in the State of
Maharashtra, whereas, for fodder, small timber and bamboo,
dependence is highest in Madhya Pradesh. It has been assessed
that the annual removal of the small timber by the people living in
forest fringe villages is nearly 7% of the average annual yield of
forests in the country

e Fire prone forest areas of different severity classes have been
mapped. The analysis reveals that 21.40% of the forest cover of
the country is highly to extremely fire prone.

Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf

60. Consider the following:
1. Very Dense Forest
2. Moderately Dense Forest
3. Open Forest
With reference to the different class of forest mentioned above, in terms
of Percentage of Geographical area of Forest Cover, which one of the
following is the correct descending order?
(a) 1-2-3
(b) 3-2-1
(c) 2-1-3
(d) 2-3-1
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
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TABLE 1 Forest and Tree cover of India in 2019

Class Area (sq km) Percentage of Geographical Area
Forest Cover
Very Dense Forest 99,278 3.02
Moderately Dense Forest 3,08,472 9.28
Open Forest 3,04,499 9.26
Total Forest Cover* 7,12,249 21.67
Tree Cover 95,027 2.89
Total Forest and Tree Cover 8,07,276 24.56
Scrub 46,297 1.41
Non-Forest® 25,28,923 76.92
Total Geographic Area 32,87,469 100.00

° Includes 4,975 sq km under Mangrove Cover
# Non-forest includes Tree Cover (Percentage rounded off)

Refer: http://164.100.117.97/WriteReadData/userfiles/ISFR2019%20Vol-l.pdf
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61. Consider the following statements:
1. Ravidas was one of the disciples of the bhakti saint-poet Ramananda
and a contemporary of the bhakti saint-poet Kabir.
2. Ravidas devotional songs were included in the Sikh scriptures, Guru
Granth Sahib.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 Nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e He is believed to be a disciple of the bhakti saint-poet Ramananda
and a contemporary of the bhakti saint-poet Kabir.
e One of his famous disciples was the saint, Mirabai.
e The Adi Granth of Sikhs, in addition to the Panchvani are the two
of the oldest documented sources of the literary works of Guru
Ravidas.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/guru-ravidas-3/

62. Consider the following Bhakti Saints:
1. Dadu Dayal
2. Guru Nanak
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3. Ravidas
Who among the above was/were preaching when the Lodi dynasty fell
and Babur took over?
(@ 1and 3
(b) 2 only
(c) 2and 3
(d) 1 and 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Guru Ravidas (1377 C.E.)
e Dadu Dayal (1544 - 1601)
e Guru Nanak (1469 -1539)
e Tyagaraj (1767-1847)
e Lodi Dynasty fell in 1526 in the Battle of Panipat and Babur took
over emphire.
e So appropriate answer is 2 Only
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/guru-ravidas-3/

63. Consider the following statements with reference to Constitutional

provisions for development of SC/ST:

1. Article 334 provides that reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in the Lok Sabha and the State Vidhan Sabhas.

2. Reservation in educational institution has been provided in Article
15(4) while reservation in posts and services has been provided in
Article 16(4) of the Constitution.

Which of the given above statements is/are notcorrcet?

(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

Explanation: Here the Directive word is Not Correct!!
Educational, Economic and Public Employment-related

Safeguards:

e 15-Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth

e 16 -Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment

e 19 -Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech, etc

e 46 -Promotion of Educational and Economic interests of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other weaker sections

e 335-Claims of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to services
and posts

Political Safeguards:
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e 330-Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes in the House of the People

e 332 -Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes in the Legislative Assemblies of the States

e 334 -Reservation of seats and special representation to cease after
sixty years

e 243D -Reservation of seats (in Panchayats)

e 243T -Reservation of seats

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/reservation-in-promotion-in-public-
posts-not-a-fundamental-right-sc/

64. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Rice Variety Cultivating Regions
1. Pokkali Rice Alappuzha
2. Mullan kazhama Amaravati
3. Rajamudi rice Kodagu
4. Muktoshri Krishnanagar
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 2 and 3
(b) 1, 2 and 4
(c) 1,3 and 4
(d) 1,2,3 and 4
Ans: (¢)
Explanation:
e Source: Under threat: Kerala's GI-tagged, salt-water tolerant Pokkali
paddy
e Source: Beyond basmati - on the revival of scented rices (Mullan
kazhama)
e Source: Popular Rajamudi rice may go off the shelf soon
e Source: West Bengal government comes up with new type of rice,
'Muktoshri'

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/muktoshri-arsenic-resistant-rice/

65. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Diseases Causing Chemicals
1. Itai-itai Arsenic
2. Minamata Mercury

3. Blue Baby syndrome Nitrogen
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e [tai-itai — Cadmium
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¢ Minamata — Mercury
e Blue Baby syndrome — Water contaminated with Nitrates

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/muktoshri-arsenic-resistant-rice/

66. With reference to Arsenic Pollution, consider the following statements:

1. Arsenic is a natural component of the earth’s crust and is widely
distributed throughout the environment in the air, water and land.

2. Arsenic is naturally present at high levels in the groundwater of a
number of countries.

3. Arsenic is highly toxic in its organic form.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Arsenic is a natural component of the earth’s crust and is
widely distributed throughout the environment in the air, water
and land

e Arsenic is naturally present at high levels in the groundwater of a
number of countries.

e Arsenic is highly toxic in its inorganic form.

e Contaminated water used for drinking, food preparation and
irrigation of food crops poses the greatest threat to public health
from arsenic.

e Long-term exposure to arsenic from drinking-water and food can
cause cancer and skin lesions.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/muktoshri-arsenic-resistant-rice/

67. Arrange the following mountains in the direction of North to South:

1. Mt. Mckinley
2. Mt. Elbrus

3. Mt. Kilimanjaro
4. Mt. Aconcagua
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 2-3-4-1

(b) 1-2-3-4

() 2-1-3-4

(d) 2-3-1-4

Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/

68. Which one of the following groups of animals belongs to the category of
critically endangered species?
(a) Pangolin, Musk Deer, Great Indian Bustard and Asiatic Wild Ass
(b) Kashmir Stag, Cheetal, Blue Bull and Great Indian Bustard
(c) Kondana Rat, Pangolin, Siberian Crane, Gharial
(d) Snow Leopard, Swamp Deer, Rhesus Monkey and Saras (Crane)
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
¢ Kondana Rat, Pangolin, Siberian Crane, Gharial are categorised as
critically endangered species.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/

69. Consider the following :
Snow leopard
Cheetah
Black-necked crane
Flying squirrel

. Pangolins

Which of the above are naturally found in India?
(@ 1,4 and 5

b) 1, 3,4 and 5

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d 1,2,3,4and S5

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Today, the cheetah is found only in the arid regions of eastern Iran
in Asia and in Botswana, Namibia and South Africa.

e The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) recently told a
bench of the Supreme Court that African cheetahs would be
translocated in India from Namibia and would be kept at
Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh.

nh W

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/25/cheetah-reintroduction-project/

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GElwaile4HLjwA a4


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/25/cheetah-reintroduction-project/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February 2020) ‘°,

70. A particular State in India has the following characteristics :
1. It occupies the largest area in the north-eastern region of India
2. It is also known as “Land of the Rising Sun”
3. The major soil types are inceptisols, entisols, and ultisols
4. The Adi, who constitute the largest tribal group in the state, live in the
central region
Which one among the following States has all the above characteristics?
(a) Mizoram
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Sikkim
(d) Assam
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Arunachal Pradesh, meaning “Land of the Rising Sun,” long has
been a recognized region of the Indian subcontinent, receiving
mention in such ancient Hindu literature as the Kalika-purana and
the epic poems Mahabharata and Ramayana. Formerly known as
the North East Frontier Agency (from the British colonial era), the
area was part of Assam until it was made the Indian union territory
of Arunachal Pradesh in 1972, and in 1987 it became an Indian
state.

e Soils vary considerably with terrain. Generally, however, they are
acidic and, in mountainous areas, subject to erosion. The major
soil types are inceptisols, entisols, and ultisols. River valleys are
characterized by rich alluvial soils that are highly suited for
agriculture.

e More than two-thirds of the state’s people are designated officially
as Scheduled Tribes, a term that generally applies to indigenous
peoples who fall outside of the prevailing Indian social structure. In
western Arunachal Pradesh the Nissi (Nishi or Dafla), Sherdukpen,
Aka, Monpa, Apa Tani, and Hill Miri are among the main tribes.
The Adi, who constitute the largest tribal group in the state, live
in the central region.

Refer: https://www.britannica.com/place/Arunachal-Pradesh
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71. Consider the following statements with reference to The Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Act,
2018:

1. Act states that, there is no provision for anticipatory bail to the
accused being charged with SC/ST Act.

2. A preliminary inquiry is not essential before lodging an FIR under the
act.
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3. The Act states that the investigating officer will not require the
approval of any authority for the arrest of an accused.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Amendment Act of 2018:
e A preliminary inquiry is not essential before lodging an FIR under
the act and the approval of senior police officials is not needed.
e There is no provision for anticipatory bail to the accused being
charged with SC/ST Act.

Recently, Supreme Court has upheld a 2018 amendment which
barred persons accused of committing atrocities against those
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes from
getting anticipatory bail. The Court upheld the constitutionality of
Section 18A of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Act of 2018.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/supreme-court-upholds-changes-to-
sc-st-atrocities-law/

72. Consider the following statements:
1. There is no provision of Special Category Status in the Constitution
2. The concept of Special Category Status emerged in 1969 when the

Gadgil formula was approved.

3. One of the prominent guidelines for getting SCS status is high
population density and significant tribal population.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Special Category Status: There is no provision of SCS in the
Constitution; the Central government extends financial assistance
to states that are at a comparative disadvantage against others.
The concept of SCS emerged in 1969 when the Gadgil formula (that
determined Central assistance to states) was approved.

e Some prominent guidelines for getting SCS status:

o Must be economically backward with poor infrastructure.
o The states must be located in hilly and challenging terrain.
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o They should have low population density and significant
tribal population.

o Should be strategically situated along the borders of
neighboring countries.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/special-category-status/

73. Consider the following statements:
1. India carries the highest burden of worm infestation.
2. The WHO recommended medicines for soil-transmitted helminth
infections are albendazole and mebendazole.
3. The global target is to eliminate morbidity due to soil-transmitted

helminthiases in children by 2020.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) All of the above

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e India carries the highest burden of worm infestation and 64% of
Indian population less than 14 years of age are at risk of Soil
Transmitted Helminths (STH) or worms’ infestation (WHO).

e The global target is to eliminate morbidity due to soil-transmitted
helminthiases in children by 2020. This will be obtained by
regularly treating at least 75% of the children in endemic areas (an
estimated 836 million in 2016).

¢ The WHO recommended medicines — albendazole (400 mg) and
mebendazole (500 mg) — are effective, inexpensive and easy to
administer by non-medical personnel (e.g. teachers). They have
been through extensive safety testing and have been used in
millions of people with few and minor side-effects.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/national-deworming-day/

74. Which of the following is/are the primary purposes of the Cash Reserve

Ratio?

1. Ensuring some liquid money against deposits

2. Allow the RBI to control liquidity and rates in the economy

3. Protect depositors and promote the stability and efficiency of financial
systems

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation:
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e Cash Reserve Ratio: While ensuring some liquid money against
deposits is the primary purpose of CRR, its secondary purpose is to
allow the RBI to control liquidity and rates in the economy.

e The capital adequacy ratio, also known as capital to risk-
weighted assets ratio, measures a bank's financial strength by
using its capital and assets. It is used to protect depositors and
promote the stability and efficiency of financial systems around the
world.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/what-is-crr-or-cash-reserve-ratio/

75. Which of the following institutions is/are required to keep Statutory
Liquid Ratio, as per the orders of RBI?
(a) All Commercial Banks (Scheduled and non-scheduled)
(b) Primary (Urban) Co-operative Banks (UCBs)
(c) State and Central Cooperative Banks
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Cash Reserve Ratio is the percentage of the deposit (NDTL) that a
bank has to keep with the RBI. CRR is kept in the form of cash and
that also with the RBI. No interest is paid on such reserves.

o Statutory Liquid Ratio is the percentage of deposit that the banks
have to keep as liquid assets in their own vault.

e The institutions which are required to keep SLR are:

o All Commercial Banks (Scheduled and non scheduled),
Primary (Urban) Co-operative Banks (UCBs), State and
Central Cooperative Banks.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/what-is-crr-or-cash-reserve-ratio/

76. Consider the following statements:

1. Cauvery Delta Zone (CDZ) lies in the eastern part of Tamil Nadu.

2. CDZ is bounded by the Bay of Bengal on the east and the Palk
straight on the south.

3. In Cauvery Delta Zone (CDZ), sugar cane is the principal crop.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:
e Cauvery Delta Zone (CDZ) lies in the eastern part of Tamil Nadu.
e It is bounded by the Bay of Bengal on the east and the Palk

straight on the south.

¢ In this zone, rice is the principal crop.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GElwaile4HLjwA 48


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/what-is-crr-or-cash-reserve-ratio/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/what-is-crr-or-cash-reserve-ratio/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February 2020)

| :
Districts of Tamil Nadu State | ANDHRAPRADESH

KARNATAXKA

S tPuducheny)
Bay of Bengal
| Nagapattinam

Karaikal

Nagapattinam

Map not to Scale

(®) State Capital
—  State boundary
- District boundary
— Cauvery River
Thanjavur region

SRI LANKA

Indian Ocean

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/protected-special-agricultural-zone-
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77. Consider the following statements:

1. Solar Orbiter Mission is a collaboration between ESA (the European
Space Agency) and NASA.

2. Aditya-1 mission, 400kg Class of satellite, was planned to launch in a
800 km low earth orbit, to study the Sun.

3. Aditya-1 mission was meant to observe the only solar corona ie outer
most layers of the Sun.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1,2 and 3

(b) 1 Only

(c) 1 and 2 Only

(d) 1 and 3 Only

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

The Aditya-1 mission was conceived as a 400kg class satellite
carrying one payload, the Visible Emission Line Coronagraph
(VELC) and was planned to launch in a 800 km low earth orbit.
A Satellite placed in the halo orbit around the Lagrangian point 1
(L1) of the Sun-Earth system has the major advantage of
continuously viewing the Sun without any occultation/ eclipses.
Therefore, the Aditya-1 mission has now been revised to “Aditya-
L1 mission” (and will be inserted in a halo orbit around the L1,
which is 1.5 million km from the Earth)

The satellite carries additional six payloads with enhanced science
scope and objectives.

Aditya-1 was meant to observe only the solar corona. The outer
layers of the Sun, extending to thousands of km above the disc
(photosphere) is termed as the corona. It has a temperature of

w
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more than a million degree Kelvin which is much higher than the
solar disc temperature of around 6000K. How the corona gets
heated to such high temperatures is still an unanswered question
in solar physics.

e Aditya-L1 with additional experiments can now provide
observations of Sun's Corona (soft and hard X-ray, Emission lines
in the visible and NIR), Chromosphere (UV) and photosphere
(broadband filters). In addition, particle payloads will study the
particle flux emanating from the Sun and reaching the L1 orbit,
and the magnetometer payload will measure the variation in
magnetic field strength at the halo orbit around L1. These payloads
have to be placed outside the interference from the Earth’s
magnetic field and could not have been useful in the low earth
orbit.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/solar-orbiter-mission/

78. Consider the following statements:

1. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals is
an environmental treaty of the UNEP and IUCN.

2. CMS provides a global platform for the conservation and sustainable
use of migratory animals and their habitats.

3. India has signed non-legally binding MoU with CMS on conservation
and management of Siberian Cranes, Marine Turtles, Dugongs and
Raptors.

4. Great Indian Bustard is the top 10 migratory species facing extinction
under the Convention for Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS) of
Wild Animals.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1,2 and 4

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 2,3 and 4

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The critically endangered Great Indian Bustard (GIB) is likely to
be included in the global list of top 10 migratory species facing
extinction under the UNEP's Convention for Conservation of
Migratory Species (CMS) of Wild Animals.

e The list will be debated at the 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of
the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (CMS), an environment treaty under the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP).

e India has signed non-legally binding MoU with CMS on
conservation and management of Siberian Cranes (1998), Marine
Turtles (2007), Dugongs (2008) and Raptors (2016).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/global-conservation-list/
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79. Moodalapaya and Paduvalapaya are the most popular folk theatre forms
of
(a) Yakshaganam
(b) Yakshagana
(c) Kuchipudi
(d) Bharatnatyam
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Yakshagana is one of the most popular folk theatre forms of
Karnataka. It is noted for its music, colourful costumes, vigorous
dance movements, subtle expressions and extempore dialogues.

o Yakshagana has two main variations, each of which has
many variations: Moodalapaya (the eastern form which is
popular in north Karnataka) and Paduvalapaya (western
style also known as coastal Yakshagana.

e Yakshaganam : one of the oldest and popular theatre art forms of
Telangana.

o It is a traditional theatre form that combines dance, music,
costume, dialogue, make-up, and stage techniques with a
unique style.

o In earlier days, the artistes of Bhagotham used to travel from
village to village and present their shows for more than 10
days at each place.

o In the art form, the plays of Sashirekha Parinayam, Satya
Harishchandra, Garudashalam, Maya-Subadra, Kanaka
Tara, Maya Bazar, Gayopakshanam, Chandravathi,
Ramanjaneya Yuddham attracted people the most.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2020/

80. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched with reference to
India’s defence procurements?
Defence Systems Origin country

1. NASAMS USA

2. S-400 Russia
3. Barak 8 Israel
4. SPAD-GMS France
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 2 and 4

(b) 1,2 and 3

(c) 1 and 2

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e NASAMS-USA
e S-400 - Russia

e Barak 8 — Israel
I
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e Self-propelled air defence gun missile system (SPAD-GMS) — South
Korea

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/11/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2020/
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81. Consider the following :
1. It is a UNESCO world heritage site.
2. It is located near the Tungabhadra River.
3. It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century BC.
Above given statements refers to which one of the following site?
(a) Badami
(b) Shravanabelagola
(c) Hampi
(d) Mysore
Ans: (¢)
Explanation: About Hampi:
e Itis a UNESCO world heritage site.
e It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century BC.
e The Vijayanagara Empire reached unfathomable heights under the
guidance of King Krishnadeva Raya of the Tuluva Dynasty.
e Itis located near the Tungabhadra river.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/hampi/

82. Arrange the following in chronological order:
1. Islamic Revolution
2. Oslo accords
3. Fall of the Berlin Wall
4. Dissolution of the Soviet Union
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1-4-3-2
(b) 1-3-2-4
(c) 2-1-4-3
(d) 1-3-4-2
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Source: Islamic Revolution -1979
e Source: Fall of Berlin Wall -1989
e Source: Dissolution of the Soviet Union -1991

e Source: Oslo accords I/II- 1993 / 95
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83. Which of the following is/are the Supreme Courts guidelines on the sale
of acid in India?
1. Acid should be sold only to people who show a valid identity card.
2. Buyers will also have explain why they need the chemical and sales
will have to be reported to the police.
3. More compensation for victims.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1,2 and 3
(d 1and 3
Ans: (¢)
Explanation:

e Supreme Court of India has ordered federal and state governments
to regulate the sale of acid in an attempt to reduce attacks on
women.

e The court said that acid should be sold only to people who show a
valid identity card.

e Buyers will also have explain why they need the chemical and sales
will have to be reported to the police.

e There will also be more compensation for victims. There are an
estimated 1,000 acid attacks a year in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/hc-seeks-govt-stand-on-plea-to-ban-

acid-sale/

84. Consider the following provisions under the Directive Principles of State
Policy as enshrined in the Constitution of India :
1. Securing for citizens of India a uniform civil code
2. Organizing village Panchayats
3. Promoting cottage industries in rural areas
4. Protecting environment and safeguarding forests and wild life
Which of the above are the Gandhian Principles that are reflected in the
Directive Principles of State Policy?
(@) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1,2,3 and 4
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
DPSP - Gandhian Principles
e To organise village panchayats and endow them with necessary
powers and authority to enable them to function as units of self-
government (Article 40).
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e To promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operation
basis in rural areas (Article 43).

e To promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning,
democratic control and professional management of co-operative
societies8a (Article 43B).

e To promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs,
and other weaker sections of the society and to protect them from
social injustice and exploitation (Article 46).

e To prohibit the consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs
which are injurious to health (Article 47).

e To prohibit the slaughter of cows, calves and other milch and
draught cattle and to improve their breeds (Article 48).

DPSP - Liberal-Intellectual Principles

e To secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the
country (Article 44).

e To provide early childhood care and education for all children until
they complete the age of six years9 (Article 45).

e To organise agriculture and animal husbandry on modern and
scientific lines (Article 48).

e To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard
forests and wild life (Article 48 A).

e To protect monuments, places and objects of artistic or historic
interest which are declared to be of national importance (Article
49).

e To separate the judiciary from the executive in the public services
of the State (Article 50).

e To promote international peace and security and maintain just and
honourable relations between nations; to foster respect for
international law and treaty obligations, and to encourage
settlement of international disputes by arbitration (Article 51).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/uniform-civil-code-3/

85. Consider the following statements with reference to Private Members

Bills?

1. It reflects the stand of opposition party on public matter.

2. Its introduction in the House requires one month’s notice.

3. It is drafted by the concerned department in consultation with the law

department.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3
-
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(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

[#¥]

Public Bill

It is introduced in the Parliament by a
minister.

It reflects of the policies of the
government (ruling party).

It has greater chance to be approved
by the Parliament.

Its rejection by the House amounts to
the exp-ression of want of
parliamentary confidence in the
government and may lead to its
resignation.

Its introduction in the House requires
seven days’ notice.

It is drafted by the concerned

department.

75}

Lh

. department in consultation with the law 6.

Privarte Bill

It is introduced by any
member of Parliament other
than a minister.

It reflects the stand of
opposition party on public
matter.

It has lesser chance to be
approved by the Parliament.

Its rejection by the House
has no implication on the
parliamentary confidence in
the government or its
resignation.

Its introduction in the House
requires one month’s notice.

Its drafting is the
responsibility of the member
concerned.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/private-members-bill-3/

86. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

W

Storms Affected regions
Cyclone Idai Mozambique
Typhoon Hagibis Indonesia
Cyclone Fani India

Storm Ciara United Kingdom

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1,3 and 4
(d) 1,2, 3 and 4

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Cyclone Idai — Mozambique
e Typhoon Hagibis — Japan
e Cyclone Fani - India
e Storm Ciara — United Kingdom

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-12-february-2020/
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87. ‘2 Billion Kilometers to Safety’ campaign is an initiative of
(a) World Road Federation
(b) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(c) Global Road Safety Partnership
(d) United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The UN Refugee Agency UNHCR has announced a new global
campaign urging people worldwide to cover the total distance
travelled by refugees each year — 2 billion kilometers — by running,
jogging or walking.

e The “2 Billion Kilometers to Safety” campaign vies to encourage
people to support refugees by championing individual acts of
solidarity.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/12/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-12-february-2020/

88. As per the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 in India, which one of

the following statements is correct?

(a) Waste generator has to segregate waste into five categories.

(b) The Rules are applicable to notified urban local bodies, notified towns
and all industrial townships only.

(c) The Rules provide for exact and elaborate criteria for the identification
of sites for landfills and waste processing facilities.

(d) It is mandatory on the part of waste generator that the waste
generated in one district cannot be moved to another district

Ans: (c)

Explanation: Schedule 1 of the Act contains detailed provisions for

selection of landfill sites.

e As per the new rules, the landfill site shall be 100 metres away
from a river, 200 metres from a pond, 500, 200 metres away from
highways, habitations, public parks and water supply wells and 20
km away from airports/airbase.

e Construction of landfills on hills shall be avoided. Land for
construction of sanitary landfills in hilly areas will be identified in
the plain areas, within 25 kilometers.

e However, transfer stations and processing facilities shall be
operational in the hilly areas.

Refer: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/waste/solid-waste-management-rules-
2016-53443
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89. Consider the following statements:

1. As per recent amendment to the Indian Forest Act, 1927, forest
dwellers have the right to fell the bamboos grown on forest areas.

2. As per the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, bamboo is a minor forest
produce.

3. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 allows ownership of minor
forest produce to forest dwellers.

Which of the statements given above is / are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Source: Under the original Act, the definition of tree includes palms,
bamboos, stumps, brush-wood, and canes. The amendment act
amends this definition of tree to remove the word bamboos.

o Since bamboo is defined as a tree under the Act, its inter-
state movement requires permit when in transit in other
states.

o Consequent to the amendment, felling or transportation of
bamboos growing in non-forest areas will not require any
permits.

e Source: The Act recognises bamboo as an MFP and vests the “right
of ownership, access to collect, use and dispose of minor forest
produce” with Scheduled Tribes and traditional forest dwellers.

e Source: Section 3(1) of the act provides a right of ownership, access
to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce (includes all
non-timber forest produce of plant origin) which has been
traditionally collected within or outside village boundaries.

90. Consider the following statements with reference to Wildlife Protection Act

1972:

1. Wildlife Protection Act 1972 supports taxidermy.

2. Management of zoos is one of the founding objective of this act.

3. Blue whale falls in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
[
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e Source: Young biologist from Andhra Pradesh recreates a blue whale
from bones
o The blue whale falls in Schedule I of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. Dozens of dead blue and sperm
whales have washed ashore on the Nagayalanka,
Machilipatnam, Kakinada, and Srikakulam coast in Andhra
Pradesh since 2015. What caused their death is the subject
of study.
e Wildlife Protection Act 1972 (WLPA) prohibits the injuring,
destroying and removing any part of a wild animals body
o In the case of wild birds and reptiles, the act also forbids
disturbing or damaging their eggs
o WLPA is also against taxidermy, which is the preservation
of a dead wild animal as a trophy, or in the form of rugs,
preserved skins, antlers, horns, eggs, teeth, and nails
o The objectives are as follows:
* Prohibition of hunting
» Protection and management of wildlife habitats
= Establishment of protected areas
» Regulation and control of trade in parts and products
derived from wildlife
* Management of zoos

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 13** Feb-2020

91. To register as a voter in India, which of the following documents needed?
1. A filled voter registration form
2. Copy of proof of residence
3. Copy of proof of age and identity
4. Two recent passport-size photographs
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1, 2 and 3
() 1,2,3 and 4
(d) 1, 3 and 4
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e If a person does not have a voter ID card, they can use other
documents specified by the Election Commission. To register as a
voter, you need the following documents:

o A filled voter registration form

o Copy of proof of residence

o Copy of proof of age and identity

o Two recent passport-size photographs
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/voting-rights-of-prisoners/

92. Right to vote and to be elected in India is a
(a) Fundamental Right
(b) Natural Right
(c) Constitutional Right
(d) Legal Right
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e As per NCERT one of the important decisions of the framers of the
Indian Constitution was to guarantee every adult citizen in India,
the right to vote i.e. universal adult franchise. The article 326 of
the Constitution provides for the right to vote and to be elected
in India. What is true of the right to vote is also true of right to
contest election. All citizens have the right to stand for election and
become the representative of the people.

e BR Ambedkar, as the chairman of the Constitution’s drafting
committee, played a crucial role in ensuring that India got
universal adult franchise after Independence

e Ambedkar’s argument that voting was essential to citizenship and
that voting served as a means of political education for the
historically deprived sections was key to India’s voting rights.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/voting-rights-of-prisoners/

93. The vivad se vishwas scheme was announced by Union Finance during
her budget speech on February 1, 2020. The scheme aims to settle the
huge number of pending
(@) Indirect Tax Cases
(b) Direct Tax Cases
(c) Non-Performing Assets Cases
(d) Both A and B
Ans: (b)

Explanation: Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme: The Direct Tax Vivad Se
Vishwas Bill, 2020:

e The amnesty scheme, at present, covers disputes pending at the
level of commissioner (appeals), Income Tax Appellate Tribunals
(ITAT), high courts, the Supreme Court and those in international
arbitration.

o It offers a complete waiver on interest and penalty to the taxpayers
who pay their pending taxes by March 31.

e The scheme aims to benefit those whose tax demands are locked in
dispute in multiple forums.

o If a taxpayer is not able to pay direct taxes by March 31st then, he
will get further time till June 30th. However, in that case, he would
have to pay 10 percent more on the tax.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/vivad-se-vishwas-scheme/
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94. The Debt Recovery Tribunal have been constituted under
(a) SARFAESI ACT 2002
(b) The Insolvency and Bankrutpcy Code, 2016
(c) Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Debt Recovery Tribunals were established to facilitate the debt
recovery involving banks and other financial institutions with their
customers.

e DRTs were set up after the passing of Recovery of Debts due to
Banks and Financial Institutions Act (RDBBFI), 1993.

e Section 3 of the RDDBFI Act empowers the Central government to
establish DRTs. Appeals against orders passed by DRTs lie before
Debts Recovery Appellate Tribunal (DRAT).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/debts-recovery-tribunals/

95. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
Tribes Place of inhabitation
1. Korba Karnataka
2. Malsom Sikkim
3. Kaipeng Tripura
4. Saharia Andhra Pradesh
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1and 3
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 4
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
Korba: Chhattisgarh
Malsom: Tripura
Kaipeng : Tripura
Saharia: Madhya Pradesh

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/tribes-of-tripura/

96. Consider the following statements:

1. Tropic of Cancer passes through Kandla Port of Gujarath

2. The Indian city closest to the Tropic of Cancer is Udaipur of Tripura.

3. Latitude of JNPT, Mumbai is between Nashik and Pune.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3
-
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Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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e The Tropic of Cancer passes through eight states in India:
Gujarat (Jasdan), Rajasthan (Kalinjarh), Madhya Pradesh

(Shajapur), Chhattisgarh (Sonhat), Jharkhand (Lohardaga), West

Bengal (Krishnanagar), Tripura (Udaipur) and Mizoram
(Champhai). In that order.

e City closest to the Tropic of Cancer is Udaipur city of Tripura

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/major-port-authority-bill-2020/

97. In India, the use of malathion, profenofos, chlorpyrifos and quinalphos is

viewed with apprehension. These chemicals are commonly used in

(a) pesticides in agriculture

(b) preservatives in processed foods

(c) fruit-ripening agents

(d) moisturizing agents in cosmetics

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Organophosphate pesticides such as acephate, malathion,

profenofos, chlorpyrifos and quinalphos are used in the
cultivation of fruits and vegetables.

e The study measured the levels of these pesticides in 659 samples

of fresh fruit and vegetables collected during the agricultural

season of 2018-2019. Samples of 18 varieties of fruit and vegetable

were collected from four cities of the Nilgiris — Ooty, Gudalur,
Kothagiri and Coonoor.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/pesticides-management-bill-2020/
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98. Consider the following statements:

1. Chief objective of the Jal Jeevan Mission is to provide piped water
supply (Har Ghar Jal) to all rural households by 2024.

2. Government of India has launched National Clean Air Programme to
reduce particulate matter (PM) pollution by 20-30% in at least 102
cities by 2024.

3. Government of India has set a target of doubling of farmers income by
the year 2022.

4. National Infrastructure Pipeline is the investment plan by the Gol for
enhancing infrastructure in identified sectors for a period of five years
from 2020-25.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d)1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Jal Jeevan Mission: The Mission was announced in August 2019.
The chief objective of the Mission is to provide piped water supply
(Har Ghar Jal) to all rural households by 2024.

e National Clean Air Programme: The NCAP will be a mid-term,
five-year action plan with 2019 as the first year. The main aim of
the programme would be 20-30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 2024. The programme would take 2017 as the
base year for the comparison of concentration

e National Infrastructure Pipeline is the investment plan unveiled
by the Central Government for enhancing infrastructure in
identified sectors for a period of five years from 2020-25

o The funding of the National Infrastructure Pipeline will be
jointly made by the Centre, states and the private sector in
the proportion of 39:39:22 (39 % each by the centre and
states and 22% by the private sector).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/13/jal-jeevan-mission-3/

99. Consider the following statements with reference to Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017:
1. It stipulates setting up of State Wetlands Authority in each State/UTs
headed by State’s environment minister
2. Salt pans as wetlands have been omitted from the new Rules of 2017.
3. The rules stipulates for setting up of Central Wetlands Regulatory
Authority, headed by MoEFCC Secretary, to monitor implementation
of these rules and oversee work carried out by States.
Which of the above given statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
-
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(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e State Wetlands Authority (SWA): It stipulates setting up of SWA
in each State/UTs headed by State’s environment minister and
include range of government officials. State government will also
nominate one expert each in fields of wetland ecology, hydrology,
fisheries, landscape planning and socioeconomics.

e National Wetlands Committee (NWC): The rules stipulates for
setting up of NWC, headed by MoEFCC Secretary, to monitor
implementation of these rules and oversee work carried out by
States. NCW will also advise Central Government on appropriate
policies and action programmes for conservation and wise use of
wetlands, recommend designation of wetlands of international
importance under Ramsar Convention, advise on collaboration with
international agencies on issues related to wetlands etc.

e Salt pans as ‘wetlands’ have been omitted from the new Rules.
They were identified as wetlands in the 2010 Rules, as they are
often important sites of migratory birds and other forms of
biodiversity.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/21/insights-editorial-reconsider-rules/

100. Consider the following statements.
1. It is located on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River.
2. It is the only stronghold of rhinoceros on the north bank of the

Brahmaputra river.

3. Itis also known as ‘Mini Kaziranga National Park’.
The above statements refer to.

(a) Manas National Park

(b) Nameri National Park

(c) Orang National Park

(d) Dibru-Saikhowa National Park

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e The Orang National Park is located on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra River in the Darrang and Sonitpur districts of
Assam.

e The park has a rich flora and fauna, including great Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, pygmy hog, elephants, wild buffalo and tigers.

e It is the only stronghold of rhinoceros on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra river.

e The Orang National Park is popularly known as the “mini
Kaziranga.” The reason behind this is that both the parks have the
same kind of climate and ecology.
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101. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Sun Temples State

1. Modhera Sun Temple Gujarat

2. Konark Sun Temple Odisha

3. Sun temple, Martand Assam

4. Dakshinaarka Temple Bihar

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 1,2 and 3

(c) 1,2 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
e Sun temple, Martand: J and K, Built by the Karkota dynasty

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/14/konark-sun-temple/

102. Section 8 of of RP Act, 1951 deals with
(a) Disqualification of representatives on conviction for certain offences
(b) Registration of political party
(c) Election funding
(d) Simultaneous Elections
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951
disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence of two years or
more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to
be eligible to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case (2013),
however, ended this unfair advantage.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/14/criminalization-of-politics-3/

103. Consider the following statements:
1. NITI Aayoog launched the School Health Ambassador Initiative.
2. The initiative has been launched as a part of Atal Innovation Mission.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e The central Government launched the School Health
Ambassador Initiative.
e To spread awareness about the preventive health aspects.
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Under the initiative, two teachers will be identified in every
government school as ‘health and wellness ambassadors’.

The initiative has been launched as a part of Ayushman Bharat.
It will be jointly run by the Union ministries of Health and Human
Resources Development.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/14/school-health-ambassador-initiative/

104. Consider the following statements:

1. The drug price control order (DPCO) is an order issued by the
government under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

2. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy (NPPP) is the policy governing
price control and DPCO is the order by which price control is
enforced.

3. Recently, central government has notified all medical devices as
‘drugs’, effective from April 1, 2020.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Drug Price Control Orders (DPCO) are issued by the Government,
in exercise of the powers conferred under section 3 of the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955, for enabling the Government to declare a
ceiling price for essential and life saving medicines (as per a
prescribed formula) so as to ensure that these medicines are
available at a reasonable price to the general public.

The latest Drug Price Control Order (DPCO-2013) was issued on
15.05.2013.

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy (NPPP) is the policy
governing price control and DPCO is the order by which price
control is enforced.

The Drug Price Control Orders are issued by Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers, which is the main nodal administrative
ministry for pharmaceutical companies.

They are issued under the “Essential Commodities Act 1955”
whereby certain medicines could be declared to be essential
commodities.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02 /14 /all-medical-devices-
to-be-treated-as-drugs-from-april-1/

105. The Central Administrative Tribunal was established by an Act of
Parliament namely Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985 as sequel to the
(a) 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act
-
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(b) 44nd Constitutional Amendment Act
(c) 52nrd Constitutional Amendment Act
(d) 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e The Central Administrative Tribunal was established by an Act of
Parliament namely Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985 as sequel to

the 42nd amendment of the Constitution of India inserting Article
323 A.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/14/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2020/

106. There are five Border Personnel Meeting (BPM) points along the Line of
Actual Control. In this context, consider the following pairs:

BPM points State
1. Bum La Arunachal Pradesh
2. Kibithu Sikkim

3. Daulat Beg Oldi Ladakh

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (¢)

Explanation: There are five BPM points along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) at

¢ Bum La and Kibithu in Arunachal Pradesh,

¢ Daulat Beg Oldi and Chushul in Ladakh

e Nathu La in Sikkim

107. Consider the following statements about Gypsum:
1. It is a naturally-occurring substance
2. It is used as a soil amendment for agricultural purposes
3. Plaster of Paris is made by heating it to high temperatures
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Gypsum is used as a fertiliser; it is a moderately soluble source of
the essential plant nutrients, calcium and sulphur, and can
improve overall plant growth. Gypsum amendments can also
improve the physical and chemical properties of soils, thus
reducing erosion losses of soils and nutrient concentrations
(especially phosphorus) in surface water runoffs.
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e Gypsum is the most commonly used amendment for sodic soil
reclamation and can be included as a component in synthetic soils
used in nursery, greenhouse, and landscape applications. These
multiple uses of gypsum represent potential benefits to agricultural
and horticultural users.

e PoP is made by heating gypsum at temperatures in the range of
300°F. When it comes in contact with water, the material regains
the form of gypsum. Since gypsum is a naturally occurring
substance, and is used as a soil-conditioner to reclaim saline-sodic
soils, it has been argued by idol-makers’ associations that it is
harmless to the environment.

e This argument, however, is trashed by activists who argue that PoP
idols are non-biodegradable. A test carried out at the Centre for
Environmental Science and Engineering at I[IT-Mumbai, showed
that these idols remain intact for several months in still water, as
compared to clay idols which dissolve within 45 minutes.

108. Which one of the following is the habitat of the “susu”?
(a) Nilgiris
(b) Ganga river system
(c) Khangchengdzonga National Park
(d) Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The Ganges River dolphin, or susu, inhabits the Ganges-
Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of
Nepal, India, and Bangladesh.The Ganges River dolphin lives in
one of the world’s most densely populated areas, and is threatened
by removal of river water and siltation arising from deforestation,
pollution and entanglement in fisheries nets. In addition,
alterations to the river due to barrages are also separating
populations.

109. In what way will the scheme ‘PMGDISHA’ empower citizens in rural
areas?

(a) It will make one person from every eligible rural household digitally
literate.

(b) Village Level Entrepreneurs will be assisted in setting up Panchayat
Banks at every Common Service Centre to provide improved access to
financial services.

(c) Using Direct Benefit Transfer mechanism to serve the dual purpose of
food security along with social security to households hitherto
uncovered by existing schemes.

(d) It will cover villages that are not covered under existing water supply
schemes.
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Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Making one person in every family digitally literate is one of the
integral components of the Prime Minister’s vision of “Digital
India”.

e Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyaan is the
scheme to make six crore persons in rural areas, across
States/UTs, digitally literate, reaching to around 40% of rural
households by covering one member from every eligible household
by 31st March, 2019.

e The Scheme would empower the citizens in rural areas by training
them to operate computer or digital access devices (like tablets,
smart phones etc.), send and receive e-mails, browse Internet,
access Government services, search for information, undertake
digital payment etc. and hence enable them to use the Information
Technology and related applications especially Digital Payments to
actively participate in the process of nation building.

Refer: https://www.pmgdisha.in/

110. Which one of the following is a measure of sustainable income level that
can be secured without decreasing the stock of natural assets?
(a) Natural capital stock
(b) Environment value
(c) Green accounting
(d) Social discount rate
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Better macroeconomic and societal indicators are needed to reflect
the contribution of biodiversity and ecosystem services to human
well-being.

e One approach that is gaining momentum across the globe is
“green accounting” whereby national accounts are adjusted to
include the value of nature’s goods and services

e Green accounting allows the computation of income for a nation
by taking into account the economic damage and depletion in
natural resource base of a country.

e It is a measure of sustainable income level that can be secured
without decreasing the stock of natural assets.
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111. Which of the following statements:
1. Khadi and Village Industries Commission launched Honey (Bee)

Mission in 2015.

2. KVIC is the nodal agency of Prime Minister Employment Generation

Programme (PMEGP).

3. KVIC would provide loans for setting up units of processing,
packaging and labelling units for the honey.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has distributed
more than one lakh bee-boxes among farmers and unemployed
youths across the country in less than two years under its 'Honey
Mission' initiative, the commission said

e 'Honey Mission' was launched in August 2017 in line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's call for 'Sweet Revolution' in 2016
while introducing Banas Honey project at Deesa in Gujarat's
Banaskantha district, the statement said.

e Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP):
It is a credit linked subsidy scheme, for setting up of new micro-
enterprises and to generate employment opportunities in rural as
well as urban areas of the country through KVIC, State Khadi &
Village Industries Board and District Industries Centre. Under the
PMEGP scheme 48398 projects were assisted with estimated
employment generation for 3,87182 persons during 20171-8

e Being the nodal agency of Prime Minister Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP), the KVIC would provide loans
for setting up units of processing, packaging and labelling units for
the honey.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/apiary-on-wheels/

112. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Name of the colour Dedicated Field
Revolutions:

1. Silver Revolution Egg

2. Golden Revolution Jute

3. Sweet Revolution Honey

4. Round Revolution Onion

5. Gray Revolution Fertiliser

Select the correct answer using the code below:
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(@ 1,2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1,3 and 5
(d)1,2,3,4and 5
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
¢ Golden Revolution - Fruits/Overall Horticulture
development/Honey Production
¢ Grey Revolution — Fertilizer
¢ Round Revolution — Potato
Silver Revolution — Egg/Poultry Production
Sweet Revolution: Honey/Bee production
Silver Fiber Revolution — Cotton
Pink Revolution — Onion production/Pharmaceutical (India)/
Prawn production
Red Revolution — Meat & Tomato Production
Green Revolution — Food grains
Green Gold Revolution — Promotion and trade of Bamboo
Black Revolution — Petroleum Production
Blue Revolution — Fish Production
Brown Revolution — Leather/non conventional (India)/Cocoa
production
Golden Fiber Revolution — Jute Production
e White Revolution (In India: Operation Flood) — Milk/Dairy
production
e Yellow Revolution — Oil Seeds production
e Evergreen Revolution — Overall development of Agriculture

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/apiary-on-wheels/

113. Consider the following is/are members of Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)?
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Myanmar
Bhutan
. Maldives
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2,3 and 4
) 1,2,3 and 5
(c) 1,3,4and 5
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
¢ In an effort to integrate the region, the grouping was formed in
1997, originally with Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand,
and later included Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan. BIMSTEC, which

° oy Rl
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now includes five countries from South Asia and two from ASEAN,
is a bridge between South Asia and Southeast Asia.

e It includes all the major countries of South Asia, except Maldives,
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/bimstec-bay-of-bengal-initiative-for-
multi-sectoral-technical-and-economic-cooperation/

114. Consider the following statements about Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)? :
1. BIMSTEC Summit is held once every two years.
2. The permanent secretariat is situated at Kathmandu, Nepal.
3. There are eight member states of BIMSTEC, out of which six are

South Asian countries and two are South East Asian countries.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 2

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e There are seven member states of BIMSTEC, out of which five are
South Asian countries and two are South East Asian countries.
These seven countries are:

e South Asian Countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka

e South East Asian Countries: Myanmar, Thailand.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/bimstec-bay-of-bengal-initiative-for-
multi-sectoral-technical-and-economic-cooperation/

115. The Future of Earth 2020 report lists five global risks that have the
potential to impact and amplify one another in ways that may cascade to
create a global systemic crisis. They are
1. Failure of climate change mitigation and adaptation.

2. Extreme weather events.

3. Major biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse.

4. Climate refugee crisis.

5. Water crises.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@ 1,2,3and 5

(b) 1, 3,4 and 5

(c) 2,3 and 5

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation: Five global risks: Future of Earth 2020 report
e Failure of climate change mitigation and adaptation.
e Extreme weather events.
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e Major bio-diversity loss and ecosystem collapse.
e Food crises.
e Water crises

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/future-of-earth-2020/

116. SyRI (System Risk Indicator), recently in news for
(a) Data privacy
(b) Human rights
(c) Migration
(d) Both A and B
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Last week, a Dutch district court ruled against an identification
mechanism called SyRI (System Risk Indicator), because of data
privacy and human rights concerns. While the Hague district
court found using new technology to control fraud was acceptable,
it held SyRI was too invasive and violative of the privacy
guarantees given by European Human Rights Law as well as the
EU’s General Data Protection Regulation.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/15/syri-an-identification-mechanism/

117. Among the following states, which one has the most suitable climatic
conditions for the cultivation of a large variety of orchids with minimum
cost of production and can develop an export oriented industry in this
field?

(@) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Uttar Pradesh
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Orchids are a special plant of warm tropical moist area. The
population of Orchid diminishes as one proceeds towards poles
from tropics.

e Orchids are found both terrestrial and as well epiphytic. Baring
a few terrestrial variety most of the orchids are epiphytic — the
plants is a herb and grows on the trunk and branches of trees
having the proper conditions which orchid needs for its survival.

e There are about 20,000 varieties of orchids in the world out of
which about 1200 accounts in India. The ecological condition and
climate variation in Arunachal Pradesh is so much favourable
that the state holds about 60% of the Indian variety of
orchids. Till today about 605 spp. of orchids of Arunachal Pradesh
have been identified and the work is in progress. The flowering of
orchids depends on the seasonal condition and variation. Some
orchids starts flowering from September to throughout winter i.e.

upto February and some are in bloom from March to September.
- -
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So the orchids in Arunachal Pradesh are in bloom throughout the
year.

e The orchids of epiphytic type have special type of organ known a
velamen, a special spongy an absorbing type of tissue system. It
hangs from the branch and site of its supporting place.

e The tissue absorbs moisture from the atmosphere, which is very
high inside the tropical evergreen and semi evergreen forests. It
produces microscopic seeds in huge quantity and dispersed like
dust by wind

Refer:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/242335297 Floriculture prospects in Arunach
al Pradesh with special reference to orchids

118. With reference to India, consider the following Central Acts:
1. Import and Export (Control) Act, 1947
2. Mining and Mineral Development (Regulation) Act, 1957
3. Customs Act, 1962
4. Indian Forest Act, 1927
Which of the above Acts have relevance to/bearing on the biodiversity
conservation in the country?
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1,2,3and 4
(d) 2 and 4 only
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e All of the above given options are correct.
119. Consider the following with respect to Hemis national park:
1. It is the largest national park in India
2. It lies on the bank of river Indus
3. The park contains metalled or motorable roads
Select the correct answer
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Itis the only national park in India that is north of the
Himalayas, the largest notified protected area in India (largest
National park) and is the second largest contiguous protected area,
after the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve and surrounding protected
areas.

e The park is bounded on the north by the banks of the Indus River

¢ No metalled or motorable roads traverse the park.
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120. Consider the following statements about Chilika Lake:

1. Chilika Lake is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second
largest coastal lagoon in the world.

2. Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international
importance under the Ramsar Convention.

3. The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) will have its first regional
centre at Barkul in Odisha for better management of the Chilika Lake.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

o It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second largest
lagoon in the world after The New Caledonian barrier reef in
New Caledonia.

e It is the largest wintering ground for migratory waterfowl found
anywhere on the Indian sub-continent.

e It is one of the hotspot of biodiversity in the country, and some
rare, vulnerable and endangered species listed in the [UCN Red
List of threatened Animals inhabit in the lagoon for atleast part of
their life cycle.

e On account of its rich bio-diversity and ecological significance,
Chilika was designated as the 1st “Ramsar Site” of India.

e The Nalaban Island within the lagoon is notified as a Bird
Sanctuary under Wildlife (Protection) Act, the National Wetlands,
mangroves and coral reefs Committee of Ministry of Environment &
Forests, Government of India, have also identified the lagoon as a
priority site for conservation and management.

e Chilika Lagoon lies in the districts of Puri, Khurda and Ganjam of
Odisha State along the eastern coast of India. It is well connected
to the Chennai and Kolkata through National Highway No 5, and
the Chennai Kolkata rail line passes along the western bank of the
Lagoon Balugaon, with Balugaon, Chilika and Rambha being the
main stations along the Western shoreline of the lagoon.

Refer: https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2018/aug/27/natural-history-
society-centre-at-chilika-1863363.html
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121. He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan. He is described as a “liberal
Muslim” who tried to find commonalities between Hindu and Islamic
traditions. He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52
Upanishads. He was
(a) Dara Shikoh
(b) Aurangzeb
(c) Shah Shuja
(d) Sultan Luftallah
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan.

e He was killed after losing the war of succession against his brother
Aurangzeb.

e He is described as a “liberal Muslim” who tried to find
commonalities between Hindu and Islamic traditions.

e He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52
Upanishads.

e According to the Shahjahannama, after Aurangzeb defeated Dara
Shikoh, he brought the latter to Delhi in chains. His head was cut
off and sent to Agra Fort, while his torso was buried in the
Humayun’s Tomb complex.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/dara-shikoh/

122. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Traveller’s Contemporary kings
1. Abdul Razak Krishna Devaraya
2. William Hawkins Jahangir
3. Fa-Hien Chandragupta II

4. Francois Bernier Dara Shikoh
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2 and 4
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1,2 and 3
(d 1,2, 3 and 4
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Abdul Razak:
e He visited India during the rule of Deva Raya II of Vijayanagar.
e He was a Persian scholar.
e He was also an ambassador of Persia.
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e The foreign travellers visited India during the reign of Krishnadeva
Raya- the greatest ruler of Vijayanagar Empire were Domingo
Pass, Started Barbosa and Fernao Nuniz.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/dara-shikoh/

123. Consider the following statements with reference to Humayun’s Tomb:
1. Humayun’s Tomb was built in the 1560’s, with the patronage of
Emperor Akbar.
2. It was the first garden-tomb on the Indian subcontinent.
3. Itis a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

¢ Humayun’s Tomb was built in the 1560’s, with the patronage of
Humayun’s son, the great Emperor Akbar. Persian and Indian
craftsmen worked together to build the garden-tomb, far grander
than any tomb built before in the Islamic world.

e Humayun’s garden-tomb is an example of the charbagh (a four
quadrant garden with the four rivers of Quranic paradise
represented), with pools joined by channels. The garden is entered
from lofty gateways on the south and from the west with pavilions
located in the centre of the eastern and northern walls.

e The tomb stands in an extremely significant archaeological setting,
centred at the Shrine of the 14th century Sufi Saint, Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya. Since it is considered auspicious to be buried
near a saint’s grave, seven centuries of tomb building has led to the
area becoming the densest ensemble of medieval Islamic buildings
in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/dara-shikoh/

124. Recently Betelgeuse has been in news for sometimes, it is
(a) Eleventh-brightest star in the night sky
(b) Brightest in the constellation of Orion
(c) Potentially hazardous object that is listed on the Sentry Risk Table
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Betelgeuse is usually the eleventh-brightest star in the night sky
and, after Rigel, the second-brightest in the constellation of Orion.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/very-large-telescope/
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125. Very Large Telescope, sometime times mentioned in the news, it is
(a) The world's most advanced visible-light astronomical observatory
(b) Seated in the Atacama Desert of Chile
(c) Operated by the European Southern Observatory
(d) All of the above options are correct
Ans: (d)

Explanation:
e Very Large Telescope (VLT), observatory located on the mountain
Cerro Paranal in Chile.
e The VLT is operated by the European Southern Observatory, an
astrophysical research organization supported by 16 European
countries.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/very-large-telescope/

126. Which of the following is/are India’s Earth Observing satellites?
1. RISAT

2. HySIS
3. SARAL
4. GSAT-31
5. GISAT-1

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2,3and 5

(b) 1,2, and 5

(c) 3,4 and 4

(d1,2,3,4and 5

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e The Indian National Satellite (INSAT) system is one of the largest
domestic communication satellite systems in Asia-Pacific region
with nine operational communication satellites placed in Geo-
stationary orbit.

e Established in 1983 with commissioning of INSAT-1B, it initiated
a major revolution in India’s communications sector and sustained
the same later. GSAT-17 joins the constellation of INSAT System
consisting 15 operational satellites, namely - INSAT-3A, 3C, 4A,
4B, 4CR and GSAT-6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18.

e Earth Observation Satellites of ISRO has been successfully able
to establish many operational applications in the country. Both at
Central and State level, there are large number of users who utilise
space based inputs for various purposes. Some of the important
missions of ISRO, in terms of IRS series of satellites, that has
enabled unique applications of space based imaging are, Cartosat-
1 & 2, Resourcesat-1 & 2, Oceansat-1 & 2, Risat-1, Megha-
Tropiques, SARAL, Scatsat, INSAT series, and host of other
satellites.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/gisat-1-geo-imaging-satellite/
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127. Consider the following statements:
1. It is located in Madhya Pradesh.
2. It is a combination of dry deciduous & dry thorn forests.
3. The interesting landmark inside the park is ‘Shooting Box’ built on the
banks of Sakhya Sagar.
The above statements refer to which of the following national parks?
(a) Bandhavgarh National Park
(b) Satpura National Park
(c) Panna National Park
(d) Madhav National Park
Ans: (d)
Explanation: Madhav National Park:

e Located in Madhya Pradesh.

e It was named after Madho Rao Scindia, the Maharaja of Gwalior
belonging to the Scindia dynasty of the Marathas.

e It is a combination of dry deciduous & dry thorn forests.

e It make home for different variety of antelopes like Nilgai,
Chinkara, and Deer, and carnivours such as leopard, wolf, jackal,
fox, wild pig, etc.

e Another interesting landmark inside the park is ‘Shooting Box’
built on the banks of Sakhya Sagar. The spot is essentially used as
a vantage point to witness the birds and animals. Crocodiles are
also found in good numbers and easily spotted from the deck on
Sakhya sagar. Specially during winters crocodiles can be spotted
in abundance.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2020/

128. Which one of the following are Nilgiri biosphere reserve?
(a) Kaundinya gundla bhrameshwaram and papikonda wildlife
sanctuaries and mukurthi national park
(b) Kawal and Shree Venkateshwara wildlife sanctuaries; and
Nagarjunasagar-srisailam tiger reserve
(c) Neyyar, peppara and shendurney wildlife sanctuaries and kalakad
mundanthurai tiger reserve
(d) Aralam, Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuary
and Silent Valley national Park
Ans: (d)
Explanation: Nilgiri biosphere reserve:
e It includes the Aralam, Mudumalai, Mukurthi, Nagarhole,
Bandipur and Silent Valley national parks, as well as the Wayanad
and Sathyamangalam wildlife sanctuaries.
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/17/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2020/

129. Consider the following statements

1. Established in the year 1936 as Hailey National Park.

2. It is the place where Project Tiger was first launched in 1973.

3. Its whole area comprises of hills, marshy depressions, riverine belts,
grasslands and large lake.

4. The park has sub-Himalayan belt geographical and ecological
characteristics.

The above statements refer to which of the following national parks?

(a) Balphakram National Park

(b) Dudhwa National Park

(c) Manas National Park

(d) Jim Corbett National Park

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Jim Corbett National Park is the oldest national park in India and
was established in 1936 as Hailey National Park to protect the
endangered Bengal tiger.

e It is located in Nainital district of Uttarakhand and was named
after Jim Corbett who played a key role in its establishment. The
park was the first to come under the Project Tiger initiative.

e The park has sub-Himalayan belt geographical and ecological
characteristics. An ecotourism destination.

130. Which of the following wetlands in India are in the list of Ramsar sites?
1. Ashtamudi Wetland-Kerala
2. Bhitarkanika Mangroves-Odisha
3. Deepor Beel-Assam
4. Keoladeo National Park-Rajasthan
-
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Select the correct code.

(@ 1,
(b) 1,
(c) 2,
@ 1,
Ans:

2 and 3
3 and 4
3 and 4
2,3, 4
(d)

Explanation:

RTM-

According to India State of Forest Report, 2019, the country has
62,466 wetlands covering 3.83% of its recorded forest area.

The Ramsar list identifies wetlands around the world that are
important for global biological diversity and sustaining human life,
and provides guidance on their proper management.

This initiative is governed by the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, an intergovernmental treaty that provides a framework
for the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and
national actions and international cooperation. It was officially
adopted in the 1970s in the Iranian town of Ramsar.

The new Ramsar sites of India are in three states — Uttar Pradesh
(Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman, Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai
Nawar), Maharashtra (Nandur Madhameshwar) and Punjab
(Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation Reserve and Nangal).

This brings the total number of Ramsar sites in India to 37, with
lakes such as the Chilika in Odisha and Kolleru in Andhra
Pradesh, the Sundarbans area — which also happens to be located
within one of the latest mangrove ecosystems in the world — and
river sections like the Upper Ganga already in the list.

REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 18" Feb-2020

131. Battle of Canakkale, sometimes mentioned in the news, it is associated

with

(@) World War I

(b) World War II

(c) Cold War

(d) Islam revolution

Ans:

()

Explanation:
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The Battle of Canakkale, also known as the Gallipoli campaign or
the Dardanelles campaign, is considered to be one of the bloodiest
of World War I, during which the Ottoman army faced off against
the Allied forces, leading to the slaughter of tens of thousands of
soldiers on both sides.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/battle-of-canakkale-gallipoli/

132. Consider the following statements about Delimitation of Commission:
1. The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India
and works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India.

2. The first delimitation exercise was carried out by the President with

the help of the Election Commission in 1950-51.

3. Delimitation commissions have been set up five times in the past.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Delimitation literally means the act or process of fixing limits or
boundaries of territorial constituencies in a country or a province
having a legislative body.

e The job of delimitation is assigned to a high power body. Such a
body is known as Delimitation Commission or a Boundary
Commission.

e In India, such Delimitation Commissions have been constituted 4
times — in 1952 under the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952, in
1963 under Delimitation Commission Act, 1962, in 1973 under
Delimitation Act, 1972 and in 2002 under Delimitation Act, 2002.

e The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power body whose
orders have the force of law and cannot be called in question before
any court.

e These orders come into force on a date to be specified by the
President of India in this behalf. The copies of its orders are laid
before the House of the People and the State Legislative Assembly
concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein by them.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/delimitation-of-constituencies-2/

133. Which of the following is/are the indigenous dairy breeds of cattle?
Gir

Hallikar

Red Sindhi

Sahiwal

5. Amritmahal

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,3 and 4

(b) 1,2, 3 and 4

(c) 2,3,4and 5

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

> 4
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Explanation:

e Indigenous dairy breeds of cattle: Gir, Red Sindhi, Sahiwal

e Indigenous Draught breeds of cattle: Amritmahal, Hallikar,
Khillari, Kangayam, Bargur, Umblachery, Pulikulam, Alambadi

¢ Indigenous Dual purpose breeds of Cattle: Tharparkar, Hariana,
Kankrej, Ongole, Krishna Valley

o Exotic dairy breeds of cattle: Jersey, Holstein Friesian, Brown
Swiss, Red Dane, Ayrshire, Guernsey

Refer:
http://www.agritech.tnau.ac.in/expert system/cattlebuffalo/Breeds%200f%20cattle%20&
%20baffalo.html

134. Which of the following statements is/are true about SUTRA PIC?
(a) It is led by the Department of Science and Technology (DST).
(b) It is programme to research on ‘indigenous’ cows.
(c) Program has been funded by World Bank.
(d) Both A and B
Ans: (d)
Explanation: SUTRA PIC (Scientific Utilisation Through Research
Augmentation-Prime Products from Indigenous Cows)

e Itis to be funded by multiple scientific ministries and led by the
Department of Science and Technology (DST).

e It has the Department of Biotechnology, the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research, the Ministry for AYUSH among others and
the Indian Council of Medical Research as partners.

e Aim:

o Perform scientific research on the complete characterization
of milk and milk products derived from Indian indigenous
COWS

o Scientific research on nutritional and therapeutic properties
of curd and ghee prepared from indigenous breeds of cows by
traditional methods

o Development of standards for traditionally processed dairy
products of Indian-origin cows.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/sutra-pic/

135. Consider the following statements:
1. RailWire is a retail Broadband initiative of the RailTel.
2. RailTel Corporation a Nava-Ratna PSU of Ministry of Railways, is the
largest neutral telecom services providers in the country.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
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Explanation:
¢ RailWire is a retail Broadband initiative of the RailTel.
e [t envisages extending broadband and application services to the
public. RailTel is working to establish bringing fast and free Wi-Fi
at all stations (except the halt stations) within a year.

¢ RailTel Corporation a “Mini Ratna(Category-I)” PSU of Ministry of

Railways, is the largest neutral telecom services providers in the
country owning a Pan-India optic fiber network covering all
important towns & cities of the country and several rural areas
covering 70% of India’s population.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/station-wifi-programme/

136. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Species IUCN status
1. Indian Peafowl Endangered
2. Bengal Florican Critically Endangered
3. Amur Falcon Vulnerable
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Indian Peafowl: Least Concern
e Bengal Florican: Critically Endangered
e Amur Falcon: Least Concern

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/state-of-indias-birds-2020/

137. Consider the following statements:
1. Mahabaleshwar is the strawberry capital of India.
2. Beris called Indian jujube fruit.
3. Queen Variety Pineapple is the state fruit of Mizoram.
4. Kinnow is considered as the ‘king fruit’ of Punjab.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1,2 and 4
(b) 1 and 4
(c) 2,3 and 4
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
¢ Queen Variety Pineapple is the state fruit of Tripura.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2020/

138. Recently ERO-NET has been in news for sometimes, it is related to
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(a) Election Commission of India

(b) Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(c) Union Public Service Commission

(d) Supreme Court of India

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e The Election Commission of India has been awarded ‘Silver’ for
Excellence in Government Process re-engineering for digital
transformation for the year 2019-20.

e The award was given in recognition of ERONET.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/18/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2020/

139. Among the following states, which one has the most suitable climatic
conditions for the cultivation of a large variety of orchids with minimum
cost of production and can develop an export oriented industry in this
field?

(@) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Uttar Pradesh

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Orchids are a special plant of warm tropical moist area. The
population of Orchid diminishes as one proceeds towards poles
from tropics.

e Orchids are found both terrestrial and as well epiphytic. Baring
a few terrestrial variety most of the orchids are epiphytic — the
plants is a herb and grows on the trunk and branches of trees
having the proper conditions which orchid needs for its survival.

e There are about 20,000 varieties of orchids in the world out of
which about 1200 accounts in India. The ecological condition and
climate variation in Arunachal Pradesh is so much favourable
that the state holds about 60% of the Indian variety of
orchids. Till today about 605 spp. of orchids of Arunachal Pradesh
have been identified and the work is in progress. The flowering of
orchids depends on the seasonal condition and variation. Some
orchids starts flowering from September to throughout winter i.e.
upto February and some are in bloom from March to September.
So the orchids in Arunachal Pradesh are in bloom throughout the
year.

e The orchids of epiphytic type have special type of organ known
a velamen, a special spongy an absorbing type of tissue system. It
hangs from the branch and site of its supporting place.

e The tissue absorbs moisture from the atmosphere, which is very
high inside the tropical evergreen and semi evergreen forests. It
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produces microscopic seeds in huge quantity and dispersed like
dust by wind

Refer:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/242335297 Floriculture prospects in Arunach
al Pradesh with special reference to orchids

140. Consider the following statements about Chilika Lake:

1. Chilika Lake is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second
largest coastal lagoon in the world.

2. Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international
importance under the Ramsar Convention.

3. The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) will have its first regional
centre at Barkul in Odisha for better management of the Chilika Lake.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second largest
lagoon in the world after The New Caledonian barrier reef in
New Caledonia.

e Itis the largest wintering ground for migratory waterfowl found
anywhere on the Indian sub-continent.

e It is one of the hotspot of biodiversity in the country, and some
rare, vulnerable and endangered species listed in the [UCN Red
List of threatened Animals inhabit in the lagoon for atleast part of
their life cycle.

e On account of its rich bio-diversity and ecological significance,
Chilika was designated as the 1st “Ramsar Site” of India.

e The Nalaban Island within the lagoon is notified as a Bird
Sanctuary under Wildlife (Protection) Act, the National Wetlands,
mangroves and coral reefs Committee of Ministry of Environment &
Forests, Government of India, have also identified the lagoon as a
priority site for conservation and management.

e Chilika Lagoon lies in the districts of Puri, Khurda and Ganjam of
Odisha State along the eastern coast of India. It is well connected
to the Chennai and Kolkata through National Highway No 5, and
the Chennai Kolkata rail line passes along the western bank of the
Lagoon Balugaon, with Balugaon, Chilika and Rambha being the
main stations along the Western shoreline of the lagoon.

Refer: https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2018/aug/27/natural-history-
society-centre-at-chilika-1863363.html
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141. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Traditional Sports State
1. Kabaddi Telengana
2. Archery Jharkhand
3. Malkhamb Maharashtra
4. Kambala Karnataka
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 4
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 3 and 4
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation: Indigenous games:
e Kalaripayatu, Kerala

Silambam, Tamilnadu

Kabaddi, Telengana

Archery, Jharkhand

Malkhamb, Maharashtra

Mukna, Imphal

Thangta, Imphal

Khomlainai, Assam

Gatka, Punjab

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/kambala/

142. Consider the following statements about Swachh Iconic Places:
1. The initiative 'Swachh Iconic Places' was launched in 2016 under

Swachh Bharat Mission.

2. Gangotri, Yamunotri, Mahakaleshwar Temple, Charminar are covered
under

phase-1 of the initiative.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither nor 2

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e The Swachh Iconic Places is an initiative under the Swachh Bharat
Mission. It is a special clean-up initiative focused on select iconic
heritage, spiritual and cultural places in the country.

e Phase II included Gangotri, Yamunotri, Mahakaleshwar Temple,
Charminar, Convent and Church of St. Francis of Assissi, Kalady,
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Gommateswara, BaidyanathDham, Gaya Tirth and Somnath
temple.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/swachh-iconic-places-2/

143. Consider the following statements with reference to Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC):
1. It is a statutory body.
2. It submits its report to the Parliament of India.
3. It consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance
commissioners.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation: Central Vigilance Commission:
o It is the apex vigilance institution created via executive resolution
(based on the recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964
but was conferred with statutory status in 2003.
e It submits its report to the President of India.
e Consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance
commissioners.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/chief-vigilance-commissioner-cvc/

144. Consider the following statements with reference to Aditya- L1 mission:
1. It is India’s first solar mission.
2. It will be launched using GSLV MKIIIL
3. The space-based observatory will have seven payloads on board to
study the Sun’s corona, solar winds and flares.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e It is India’s first solar mission. It will be launched using the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) in XL configuration. The space-
based observatory will have seven payloads (instruments) on board
to study the Sun’s corona, solar emissions, solar winds and flares,
and Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs), and will carry out round-the-
clock imaging of the Sun.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/aditya-l1-mission-3/
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145. The Northern European Enclosure Dam (NEED), sometimes mentioned in
the news, it is a proposed solution to
(a) Rising Ocean levels in Northern Europe.
(b) Mitigating flood risk in Europe
(c) Development of inland fisheries and aquaculture
(d) Development of inland waterways
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The scientists have proposed the construction of two dams of a
combined length of 637 km — the first between northern Scotland
and western Norway, measuring 476 km and with an average
depth of 121 m and maximum depth of 321 m; the second between
France and southwestern England, of length 161 km, and average
depth of 85 m and maximum depth of 102 m.

e Separating the North and Baltic Seas from the Atlantic Ocean
may be the “most viable option” to protect Northern Europe
against unstoppable sea level rise (SLR).
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/northern-european-enclosure-dam-

need/
146. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Missile System Nation
1. Ra’ad-Il missile Pakistan
2. Thaad missile Israel
3. Avangard missile Russia
4. BrahMos India
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 4
(b) 1, 3 and 4
(c) 1,2 and 4

(d) All of the above
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Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Thaad missile: USA

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-19-february-2020/

147. Consider the following statements:

1. Kala Kumbh sponsored by Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage.

2. Kala Kumbh aimed at promoting and supporting artisans from
minority communities and providing them domestic as well as
international market for display and sell their products.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e KALA KUMBH - Handicrafts Exhibitions for promotion of
Geographical Indication Crafts

e With an objective to promote Geographical Indication (GI) crafts
and heritage of India, the Ministry of Textiles is organizing Kala
Kumbh - Handicrafts Thematic Exhibition in various parts of the
country through the Office of Development Commissioner
(Handicrafts).

e The exhibitions are sponsored by the Export Promotion Council
for Handicrafts (EPCH). EPCH was established under Companies
Act in the year 1986-87 and is a non-profit organisation, with an
object to promote, support, protect, maintain and increase the
export of handicrafts.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/19/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-19-february-2020/

148. Sabang, a strategic location for India is located across?
(a) Strait of Hormuz
(b) Bab-el-Mandeb
(c) Strait of Malacca
(d) Johore Strait
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
¢ India and Indonesia have agreed to develop a naval port in
Sabang, a strategic location at the entrance of Malacca Strait.
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149. North Korea is located between which of the following seas?
(@) Yellow Sea and Sea of Japan
(b) Korea Bay and Sea of Japan
(c) Korea Bay and Yellow Sea
(d) Yellow Sea and East China Sea
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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150. Nalbana Bird Sanctury is located in
(@) Gujarat
(b) TamilNadu
(c) Telangana
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(d) Odisha
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Nalbana Bird Sanctuary is the core area of the Ramsar designated
wetlands of Chilika Lake, Odisha.

e The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) started operating
its first regional centre on the campus of Wetland Research and
Training Centre near Chilika Lake.

e The avifauna observatory will carry out research on avian disease
by collecting samples and monitor Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 20" Feb-2020

151. Consider the following statements:

1. Swachh Shakti-2019 is a national event which aims to bring in to
focus the leadership role played by rural women in Swachh Bharat
Mission.

2. Darwaza Band, a campaign to promote toilet use and freedom from
open defecation across the country's villages.

3. Recently Gol has approved the second phase of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural) with an estimated central and state budget of Rs
1,00,000 crore.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e Swachh Shakti-2019 is a national event which aims to bring in to
focus the leadership role played by rural women in Swachh Bharat
Mission.

o Women Sarpanches and Panches from all over the country
will be attending the event. Around 15,000 women are
expected to participate in this year’s Swachh Shakti event
aimed at empowering the women.

e Darwaza Band to promote toilet use and freedom from open
defecation across the country's villages.

o Campaign has been supported by the World Bank and is
being rolled out countrywide immediately after the launch. It
is designed to encourage behaviour change in men who have
toilets but are not using them.

e The Centre has approved the second phase of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural) with an estimated central and state budget of Rs

52,497 crore.
- - -
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o The second phase will be implemented on a mission mode
between 2020-21 and 2024-25.

o The second phase will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus
(ODF Plus), which includes ODF sustainability and solid and
liquid waste management (SLWM).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/swachh-bharat-mission/

152. Consider the following statements about Law Commission of India:
1. Law Commission of India is a statutory body constituted by the
Government from time to time.
2. The tenure of the twenty-first Law Commission ended in August 2018.
3. First Law Commission was established in 1834 by the British
Government under the Chairmanship of Charles Wood.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Law Commission of India is a non-statutory body constituted by
the Government from time to time. The tenure of the twenty-first
Law Commission ended in August 2018.
e Prior to independence, the First Law Commission was established
in 1834 by the British Government under the Chairmanship of
Lord Macaulay.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/law-commission-of-india/

153. Consider the following statements:
1. Assisted reproductive technology (ART) is used to treat infertility.
2. ART includes fertility treatments that handle both a woman's egg and
a man's sperm.
3. The most common complication of ART is a multiple pregnancy.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 Only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Assisted reproductive technology (ART) is used to treat
infertility.
e [t includes fertility treatments that handle both a woman's egg
and a man's sperm.
e It works by removing eggs from a woman's body. The eggs are
then mixed with sperm to make embryos. The embryos are then
put back in the woman's body.
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e In vitro fertilization (IVF) is the most common and effective type of
ART.

e The most common complication of ART is a multiple pregnancy. It
can be prevented or minimized by limiting the number of embryos
that are put into the woman's body.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/assisted-reproductive-technology-
regulation-bill/

154. Consider the following statements:
1. Enrolment under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana is voluntary
for all farmers.
2. Aadhaar would be mandatory for all those who avail crop insurance
under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Cabinet Approves Changes in Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
to address the existing challenges in implementation.
o Enrolment under the Scheme to be made voluntary for all
farmers.
e As per the, Supreme Court verdict on the constitutional validity of
Aadhaar, the services that will require Aadhaar and the ones that

will not:
The Aadhaar The Supreme Court has ruled that Aadhaar can only be
judgement mandatory for availing services that are aimed at social welfare.
in four points A look at which services now require Aadhaar and which don’t:
y MANDATORY FOR
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Full coverage on Pages 18, 19

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/changes-in-pradhan-mantri-fasal-
bima-yojana-to-make-it-optional-for-farmers/
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155. Consider the following statements with reference to Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana:
1. PMFBY was launched in February 2016.
2. Under the scheme, there will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be
paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops.
3. There is an upper limit on Government subsidy.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation: Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (2016).

e Merged schemes include National Agricultural Insurance Scheme
(NAIS) and Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme
(MNAIS). It aims to reduce the premium burden on farmers and
ensure early settlement of crop assurance claim for the full insured
sum.

e There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers
for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual
commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by
farmers will be only 5§%.

e The premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low and balance
premium will be paid by the Government to provide full insured
amount to the farmers against crop loss on account of natural
calamities.

e There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. Even if balance
premium is 90%, it will be borne by the Government.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/20/changes-in-pradhan-mantri-fasal-
bima-yojana-to-make-it-optional-for-farmers/

156. Dubai Declaration and Cape Town Global Action Plan, sometimes
mentioned in news, which are primarily related to
(a) Sustainable Development Goals
(b) Addressing the refugee crisis
(c) Water governance
(d) Plan to combat global terrorism
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development
Data was informally launched at the first UN World Data Forum
on 15 January 2017 in Cape Town South Africa, and adopted by
the United Nations Statistical Commission at its 48th Session in
March 2017.

e Dubai declaration: Launched at the UN World Data forum, it

details measures to boost funds for data and statistical analysis for
- -
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monitoring progress towards the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals.
157. Consider the following statements with reference to International
Conference on Status and Protection of Coral Reefs (STAPCOR — 2018):
1. It was held at Great Nicobar Island of Territory of Andaman & Nicobar

Islands.

2. This is the 3rd STAPCOR event following those in 1998, and 2008 in
celebration and support of the International Year of the Reef.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The International Conference on Status and Protection of
Coral Reefs (STAPCOR - 2018) is being held at Bangaram coral
Island of Territory of Lakshadweep.

e The effect of climate change and global warming along with El-Nino
on the corals has lead to heavy bleaching internationally during the
year 1998. This led to the foundation of STAPCOR with a decision
to have a international conference in every 10 years to review the
status and progress of coral reefs all over the world.

e The goals of the 3rd IYOR - 2018 are to:

e Strengthen awareness about ecological, economic, social and
cultural value of coral reefs and associated ecosystems.

e Improve understanding of the critical threats to reefs and generate
both practical and innovative solutions to reduce these threats.

e Generate urgent action to develop and implement effective
management strategies for conservation and sustainable use of
these ecosystems.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/10/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-24-
october-2018/

158. National Health Authority, sometimes mentioned in news, it is an
attached office of
(a) Ministry of Human Resource Development
(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(c) National Institution for Transforming India
(d) Ministry of Women and Child Development
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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e National Health Authority is the apex body responsible for
implementing India’s flagship public health insurance/assurance
scheme ‘Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana’.

e National Health Authority is the successor of National Health
Agency, which was functioning as a registered society since 23rd
May, 2018. Pursuant to Cabinet decision for full functional
autonomy, National Health Agency was reconstituted as the
National Health Authority on 2nd January 2019

159. Mukundrahill tiger reserve is located in
(a) Chhattisgarh
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Jharkhand
(d) Rajasthan
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Chhattisgarh -Indravati tiger reserve

e Madhya Pradesh —Kanha tiger reserve

e Jharkhand -Palamau tiger reserve

160. Consider the following statements about Singphan wildlife sanctuary.
1. It is situated in Manipur.
2. It has been declared as the Elephant Reserve.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Government of Nagaland has declared Singphan Wildlife
Sanctuary as “Singphan Elephant Reserve” with the approval of
Government of India on 16th August 2018. The Singphan Elephant
Reserve is the 30th Elephant reserve in the country.

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 21** Feb-2020

161. Consider the following statements:

1. Growth rate of population in rural areas of Empowered Action Group
(EAG) States is nearly three times that in rural areas in non EAG
states.

2. Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM), aimed at
developing Empowered Action Group (EAG) States by provisioning of
economic, social and physical infrastructure facilities.
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3. SPMRM is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 3

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

During 2001-11, the rate of growth of rural population has been
12.18 per cent. The growth of the country’s rural population is
steadily declining since 1991.

According to the latest Census, the growth rate of population in
rural areas of Empowered Action Group (EAG) States is nearly
three times that in rural areas in non EAG states, it is for the first
time that significant fall of growth rate is seen in the rural areas of
EAG states.

The EAG states are Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa.

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission:

Large parts of rural areas in the country are not stand-alone
settlements but part of a cluster of settlements, which are relatively
proximate to each other. These clusters typically illustrate potential
for growth, have economic drivers and derive locational and
competitive advantages.

Hence, making a case for concerted policy directives for such
clusters. These clusters once developed can then be classified as
'Rurban'.

Hence taking cognizance of this, the Government of India, has
proposed the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM),
aimed at developing such rural areas by provisioning of economic,
social and physical infrastructure facilities.

Mission aims at development of 300 Rurban clusters, in the next
five years. These clusters would be strengthened with the required
amenities, for which it is proposed that resources be mobilized
through convergence of various schemes of the Government, over
and above which a Critical Gap Funding (CGF) would be provided
under this Mission, for focused development of these clusters.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/shyama-prasad-mukherji-rurban-

mission-3/

162. Consider the following statements:

1. Kalasa-Banduri Nala project involves building across Kalasa and
Banduri, two tributaries of the Mahadayi river to divert water to the
Ghataprabha river.

2. Mahadayi river rises in the Western Ghats, from the Mhadei Wildlife

Sanctuary.
-
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Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Kalasa-Banduri Nala project : Undertaken by the Government of
Karnataka to improve drinking water supply to the Districts of
Belagavi, Dharwad, and Gadag. It involves building across Kalasa
and Banduri, two tributaries of the Mahadayi river to divert 7.56
TMC of water to the Malaprabha river.

e Mahadayi river rises in the Western Ghats, from the Bhimgad
Wildlife Sanctuary in Khanapur taluk of Karnataka’s Belagavi
district.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/interim-order-on-mahadayi-
tribunals-award/

163. Worldwide Educating for the Future Index (WEFFI) 2019 report was
published by
(@) Institute for Economics & Peace
(b) Economist Intelligence Unit
(c) World Economic Forum
(d) United Nations Children's Fund
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Worldwide Educating for the Future Index (WEFFI) 2019 report
was published by The Economist Intelligence Unit
e Developed to assess the effectiveness of education systems in
preparing students for the demands of work and life in a rapidly
changing landscape.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/worldwide-educating-for-the-future-
index-weffi-2019/

164. Which of the following species is/are included in appendix I of UN
Convention on Migratory Species during 13th Conference of the Parties
(COP)?

1. Great Indian Bustard

2. Asian Elephant

3. Amur Falcon

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3

(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation:
-
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e The Great Indian Bustard, Asian Elephant and Bengal Florican
have been included in Appendix I of UN Convention on Migratory
Species

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/species-included-in-appendix-i-of-
un-convention-on-migratory-species/

165. Consider the following statements:
1. Asian elephant has been listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.
2. The great Indian bustard is omnivorous.
3. The first ever Amur Falcon Festival was held in Nagaland.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 2 and 3
(b) 1 only
(c) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The great Indian bustard is omnivorous. Apparently, insects,
consisting mainly of Orthoptera, but also beetles are preferred in
the diet. Alternatively, they will take grass seeds, berries, rodents
and reptiles. In cultivated areas, they feed on crops such as
exposed groundnut, millets and pods of legumes

e Nagaland is the home to the Hornbill festival for which it has a
particular place in the world map of festivals. Tourists from all
across the world make their way to this northeastern state to be a
part of the amazing Hornbill festival. Now, with the introduction of
the Amur Falcon Conservation Week and Festivals, there will
certainly be another reason for the tourists to make their way to
Nagaland.

e The festival is to be held for three days and will be celebrated
alongside the Lotha Nagas’ post-harvest festival Tokhu Emong. As
already known as the ‘Falcon Capital of the World,” this new
festival to showcase the amazing treasure of the state will be a
great venture for the tourism department.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/species-included-in-appendix-i-of-
un-convention-on-migratory-species/

166. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Cultural Festivals State
1. Nishagandhi Festival  Odisha
2. Taj Mahotsav Uttara Pradesh
3. Navaraspur Utsav Karnataka

4. Mamallapuram Utsav  Tamil Nadu

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 2 and 4

(b) 1, 2 and 4

(c) 2,3 and 4
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(d) All of the above
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

The Nishagandhi Dance Festival is organized by the Kerala
Tourism Development Corporation.

Refer: https://www.indiaculture.nic.in/festival-cultural

167. Consider the following statements:

1. Ministry of New and Renewable Energylaunched Chiller Star Labelling
Program.

2. The Chiller Star Labelling Program has been formulated by Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE).

3. Chillers are used extensively for space conditioning of buildings and
for industrial process cooling applications.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 Only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Ministry of Power, Government of India launched Chiller Star
Labelling Program, an ambitious program to encourage the
deployment of Energy Efficient chiller systems in the country.

The Chiller Star Labelling Program has been formulated by Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE).

The program envisages providing star rating in terms of its energy
performance. Initially, the program is launched on voluntary basis
and will be valid upto 31st December 2020.

This initiative will promote advancement technology for central
HVAC (Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) systems and will
also facilitate energy efficient solutions for the large commercial
and industrial applications.

What are Chillers?

Chillers are used extensively for space conditioning of buildings
and for industrial process cooling applications.

Chillers, being energy intensive system, contribute more than 40%
of the total energy consumption in commercial buildings.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/15/insights-daily-current-affairs-15-

september-2018/

168. Which of the following pollutants is/are monitored under the SAFAR
(System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting)?
1. Ozone
2. Benzene
3. Mercury
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4. Carbon monoxide

5. Non-methane hydrocarbons

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@ 1 and 4

(b) 1, 2 and 4

(c) 1,2, 3 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans: (d)

Explanation: SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting):

e Ministry of Earth Sciences has unveiled state-of-the-art Air
Quality and Weather Forecast System— SAFAR (System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting) at Chandni Chowk in Delhi. It
is first of its kind and most advanced system in India.

e About SAFAR:

e SAFAR was developed indigenously by Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM), Pune and operationalized by India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

e It has been introduced for greater metropolitan cities of India to
provide location-specific information on air quality in near real time
and its forecast 1-3 days in advance for the first time in India.

e It is integral part of India’s first Air Quality Early Warning System
operational in Delhi. It will monitor all weather parameters like
temperature, rainfall, humidity, wind speed and wind direction.

e Pollutants monitored: PM1, PM2.5, PM10, Ozone, CO, NOx (NO,
NO2), SO2, BC, Methane (CH4), Non-methane hydrocarbons
(NMHC), VOC'’s, Benzene, Mercury.

e Monitored Meteorological Parameters: UV Radiation, Rainfall,
Temperature, Humidity, Wind speed, Wind direction, solar
radiation.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/07/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-july-

2018/

169. Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary is located in

(@) Manipur

(b) Tripura

(c) Assam

(d) Arunachal Pradesh

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The National Wildlife Board has given its approval for the Trishna

Gas project of ONGC which falls in the Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary
in the Gomati district of Tripura.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/14/trishna-gas-project/
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170. Consider the following statements about National Wildlife Board:
1. National Board for Wild Life is a statutory organization constituted
under the Environment Protection Act, 1986.
2. It is an apex body to review all wildlife-related matters and approves
projects in and around national parks and sanctuaries.
3. This body is chaired by the Prime Minister.
Which of the given above statements is/are correctly matched?
(@ 1and 3
(b) 2 Only
(c) 2and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e National Board for Wild Life is a statutory organization
constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
e It is an apex body to review all wildlife-related matters and
approves projects in and around national parks and sanctuaries.
e Composition: The National Board for Wild Life is chaired by the
Prime Minister, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change is the vice-chairman of the Board and the
members include 15 non-government members, 19 ex-officio
members and 10 government officials such as secretaries.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/14/trishna-gas-project/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 22" Feb-2020

171. Consider the following statements:
1. Bodo is listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution through 94t
constitutional amendment.
2. The Tulu-speaking people are larger in number than speakers of
Manipuri and Sanskrit, which have the Eighth Schedule status.
3. Article 343(1) of the Constitution provides that Hindi in Devanagari
script shall be the Official Language of the Union.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Article 343(1) of the Constitution provides that Hindi in
Devanagari script shall be the Official Language of the Union.
e Article 343(2) also provided for continuing the use of English in
official work of the Union for a period of 15 years (i.e., up to 25

January 1965) from the date of commencement of the Constitution.
e e e e
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Article 343(3) empowered the parliament to provide by law for

continued use of English for official purposes even after 25

January 1965.

Article 350A facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at the

primary stage.

Article 350B provides for the establishment of a Special Officer for

linguistic minorities.

Tulu is a Dravidian language whose speakers are concentrated in

two coastal districts of Karnataka and in Kasaragod district of

Kerala. Kasaragod district is called ‘Sapta bhasha Samgama Bhumi

(the confluence of seven languages)’, and Tulu is among the seven.

o The Census reports 18,46,427 native speakers of Tulu in

India. The Tulu-speaking people are larger in number than
speakers of Manipuri and Sanskrit, which have the Eighth
Schedule status.

Bodo, Dogri, Santhali and Maithili were included in the Eighth

Schedule in 2004, through the 92nd Amendment.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/kiliki-language/

172. Consider the following statements:

1. Khelo India programme implemented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports.

2. Sports Authority of India (apex national sports body of India)
established in 1984.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Sports Authority of India is the apex national sports body of
India, established in 1984 by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports of Government of India for the development of sport in
India.

Khelo India programme:

Introduced to revive the sports culture in India at the grass-root
level by building a strong framework for all sports played in the
country and establish India as a great sporting nation.

It is implemented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.
It will be a Central Sector Scheme.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/first-ever-khelo-india-university-

ames
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173. Consider the following statements:

1. Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is an autonomous and
statutory body of Ministry of Women and Child Development.

2. The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was set
up in 2007 under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights
(CPCR) Act, 2005.

3. CARA is an autonomous body while NCPCR is a statutory body.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is an autonomous
and statutory body of Ministry of Women and Child Development in
the Government of India, set up in 1990.

e The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) was set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, is a statutory body
under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child
Development.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/juvenile-justice-care-and-protection-
of-children-act-2015/

174. Happiness Curriculum Class, sometimes mentioned in news, it has been
implemented by
(a) Delhi Government
(b) Kerala Government
(c) Karnataka Government
(d) Madhya Pradesh Government
Ans: (a)
Explanation: Happiness Curriculum Class:

e The curriculum is one of the flagship schemes of the Delhi
government in the education sector launched in July 2018 in all
MCD schools.

e The curriculum calls for schools in India to promote development
in cognition, language, literacy, numeracy and the arts along with
addressing the wellbeing and happiness of students.

e [t further says that future citizens need to be “mindful, aware,
awakened, empathetic, firmly rooted in their identity...” based on
the premise that education has a larger purpose, which cannot be
in isolation from the “dire needs” of today’s society.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/what-is-happiness-curriculum/
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175. Consider the following statements:

1. Financial Action Task Force is an inter- governmental body established
in 1989 on the initiative of the G7.

2. Although the Gulf Cooperation Council is a full Member of the FATF,
the individual Member countries of the GCC are not.

3. United Arab Emirates (UAE) has become 1st Arab country to be
granted full membership of Financial Action Task Force.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is a political and economic
alliance of six countries in the Arabian Peninsula: Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

o Established in 1981, the GCC promotes economic, security,
cultural and social cooperation between the six states and
holds a summit every year to discuss cooperation and
regional affairs.

o All current member states are monarchies, including three
constitutional monarchies (Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain), two
absolute monarchies (Saudi Arabia and Oman), and one
federal monarchy (the United Arab Emirates).

e Although the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is a full Member of
the FATF, the individual Member countries of the GCC (of Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates) are not.

e Saudi Arabia has become 1st Arab country to be granted full
membership of Financial Action Task Force (FATF) following FATF’s
Annual General Meeting held in Orlando, Florida in United States
(Us).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/22/pakistan-retained-on-grey-list-of-
fatf

176. Consider the following statements with reference to Dudhwa Tiger

Reserve:

1. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve is a protected area in Uttar Pradesh

2. Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary is a part of the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.

3. It shares north-eastern boundary with Nepal, which is defined to large

extent by Mohana River.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
-
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Explanation: Dudhwa Tiger Reserve:

It is protected area in Uttar Pradesh that stretches mainly across
the Lakhimpur Kheri and Bahraich districts.

It comprises Dudhwa National Park, Kishanpur Wildlife
Sanctuary and Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary.

It shares north-eastern boundary with Nepal, which is defined to
large extent by Mohana River.

The area is vast Terai alluvial floodplain traversed by numerous
rivers and streams flowing in south-easterly direction.

Faunal diversity: Apart from tigers, it is also home to swamp deer,
sambar deer, barking deer, spotted deer, hog deer, Indian
rhinoceros, sloth bear, ratel, jackal, civets, jungle cat, fishing cat,
etc.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/26/ssb-to-patrol-dudhwa-tiger-reserve-

2/

177. Consider the following statements with reference to Neelakurinji:

1. Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthianus) is a shrub that is found in the
shola forests of the Western Ghats in South India.

2. The Cholanaikkans tribal people living in Tamil Nadu used it as a
reference to calculate their age.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Kurinji or Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthianus) is a shrub
that is found in the shola forests of the Western Ghats in South
India.

Nilgiri Hills, which literally means the blue mountains, got their
name from the purplish blue flowers of Neelakurinji that blossoms
only once in 12 years.

Some Kurinji flowers bloom once every seven years, and then die.
Their seeds subsequently sprout and continue the cycle of life and
death.

The Paliyan tribal people living in Tamil Nadu used it as a
reference to calculate their age.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-24-

september-2018/

178. Consider the following statements:
1. The Western Ghats was included as a ‘World Natural Heritage Site’ by
UNESCO in 2012.
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2. Western Ghats has been recognised as one of the world’s eight ‘hottest
hotspots’ of biological diversity.

3. The evergreen forests in Wayanad mark the transition zone between
the northern and southern ecoregions of the Western Ghats.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e The Western Ghats was included as a ‘World Natural Heritage
Site’ by UNESCO in 2012. According to the organisation, the
Ghats, which are older than the Himalayas, are home to at least
325 globally threatened flora, fauna, bird, amphibian, reptile and
fish species.

e It has been recognised as one of the world’s eight ‘hottest
hotspots’ of biological diversity.

e The Western Ghats are home to four tropical and subtropical
moist broadleaf forest ecoregions — the North Western Ghats
moist deciduous forests, North Western Ghats montane rain
forests, South Western Ghats moist deciduous forests, and South
Western Ghats montane rain forests.

e The northern portion of the range is generally drier than the
southern portion, and at lower elevations makes up the North
Western Ghats moist deciduous forests ecoregion, with mostly
deciduous forests made up predominantly of teak. Above 1,000
meters elevation are the cooler and wetter North Western Ghats
montane rain forests, whose evergreen forests are characterised by
trees of the family Lauraceae.

e The evergreen forests in Wayanad mark the transition zone
between the northern and southern ecoregions of the Western
Ghats.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-24-
september-2018/

179. Satkosia Tiger Reserve is in which state?

(@) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Madhya Pradesh

(c) Jharkhand

(d) Odisha

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Satkosia Tiger Reserve is a tiger reserve located in the Angul

district of Odisha. It is located where the Mahanadi River passes
through a 22 km long gorge in the Eastern Ghats Mountains.
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e The tiger reserve is located in the Eastern Highlands moist
deciduous forests ecoregion. Two trained elephants will be used to
patrol Odisha’s Satkosia Tiger Reserve. The two elephants are
being brought from the Similipal Tiger Reserve. This step has
been undertaken for resuming the ambitious tiger reintroduction
programme in Satkosia.

180. Consider the following statements about Megamalai Wildlife Sanctuary.
1. It is located in Kerala.
2. A species of wood snake is a ‘point endemic’ here.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e A species of wood snake that wasn’t seen for 140 years has
resurfaced in a survey conducted by scientists in the Meghamalai
Wildlife Sanctuary.

e “The snake is a ‘point endemic’ (found only in Meghamalai).

e Meghamalai is a mountain range situated in the Western Ghats in
Theni district, Tamil Nadu.

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 24" Feb-2020

181. Consider the following statements with reference to Biological Diversity

Act 2002:

1. It provides a framework for access to biological resources and sharing
the benefits arising out of such access and use.

2. The Act includes in its ambit the transfer of research results and
application for intellectual property rights (IPRs) relating to Indian
biological resources.

3. Gram Sabha’s at local level play a vital role in documenting
biodiversity, their sustainable use and in dealing with Access and
Benefit Sharing (ABS) issues.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1and 3

(d 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation: Biological Diversity Act 2002:
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e The Act covers conservation, use of biological resources and
associated knowledge occurring in India for commercial or research
purposes or for the purposes of bio-survey and bio-utilisation.

e It provides a framework for access to biological resources and
sharing the benefits arising out of such access and use.

e The Act also includes in its ambit the transfer of research results
and application for intellectual property rights (IPRs) relating to
Indian biological resources.

e The Act covers foreigners, non-resident Indians, body
corporate, association or organization that is either not
incorporated in India or incorporated in India with non-Indian
participation in its share capital or management.

e These individuals or entities require the approval of the National
Biodiversity Authority when they use biological resources and
associated knowledge occurring in India for commercial or research
purposes or for the purposes of bio-survey or bio-utilisation

e State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) are to be established under
Section 22 of the Act. Accordingly, in all the 29 States, SBBs have
been established.

e Biodiversity Management Committees are to be established
under Section 41 of the Act at local level. The BMCs play a vital
role in documenting biodiversity, their sustainable use and in
dealing with Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) issues.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/biodiversity-management-
committees-bmc/

182. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and Aichi Targets, sometimes
mentioned in news, which are related to
(@) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(b) United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(c) Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(d) United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity
Ans: (d)
Explanation: Aichi Targets:

e The ‘Aichi Targets’ were adopted by the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) at its Nagoya conference. It is a short term plan
provides a set of 20ambitious yet achievable targets, collectively
known as the Aichi Targets. They can be divided into:

o Strategic Goal A: Address the underlying causes of
biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across
government and society.

o Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity
and promote sustainable use.

o Strategic Goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity by
safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic diversity.

o Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from

biodiversity and ecosystem services.
.
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o Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation through
participatory planning, knowledge management and capacity
building.

e The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

o The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on
Biological Diversity is an international agreement which aims
to ensure the safe handling, transport and use of living
modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern
biotechnology that may have adverse effects on biological
diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. It
was adopted on 29 January 2000 and entered into force on
11 September 2003.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-01-
january-2019/

183. Consider the following statements about Hunar haats:

1. Hunar haats aim at promoting the wellbeing of the people dwelling in
remote areas across the borders of two countries, by establishing
traditional system of marketing the local produce through local
markets.

2. Hunar haats are organised by Ministry Of Minority Affairs under
“USTTAD” scheme at different parts of the country.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Hunar Haat: Organised by ministry of minority affairs under
“USTTAD” scheme at different parts of the country.

e Itis an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by
artisans from the minority communities.

e These Haat aim to provide market exposure and employment
opportunities to artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary
experts.

e The border haats: Aim at promoting the wellbeing of the people
dwelling in remote areas across the borders of two countries, by
establishing traditional system of marketing the local produce
through local markets.

e Currently, four border haats are operational, along the India-
Bangladesh border. Two border haats are located in Meghalaya at
Kalaichar and Balat and two are located in Tripura at Srinagar and
Kamalasagar.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/hunar-haat/
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184. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Schemes State

1. KALIA Odisha

2. Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana  Madhya Pradesh

3. The Rythu Bandhu scheme Telangana

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 2

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
e Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana- MP.
e The Rythu Bandhu scheme- Telangana.
e Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income augmentation

(KALIA)- Odisha.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/hunar-haat/

185. Consider the following statements with reference to Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi:
1. It provides income support to all landholding farmer’s families across
the country.
2. The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the

State / UT Governments.

3. It cover all farmer families in the country irrespective of the size of
their land holdings.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation: Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi:

e The scheme was started with a view to augment the income of
the farmers by providing income support to all landholding
farmers’ families across the country, to enable them to take care
of expenses related to agriculture and allied activities as well as
domestic needs.

e Under the Scheme an amount of Rs.6000/- per year is transferred
in three 4-monthly installments of Rs.2000/- directly into the bank
accounts of the farmers, subject to certain exclusion criteria
relating to higher income status.

e The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests
with the State / UT Governments.

e From 01.06.2019 it will cover all farmer families in the country
irrespective of the size of their land holdings.

-
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/pm-kisan/

186. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

NP/ WS State
1. Pakhui Tiger Reserve  Arunachal Pradesh
2. Jaldapara NP Mizoram
3. Neora Valley NP West Bengal
4. Nangal WS Haryana

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2 and 3
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 2, 3 and 4
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Jaldapara NP: West Bengal
e Nangal WS: Punjab

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2020/

187. Consider the following statements with reference to Olive ridley Turtle:

1. The coast of Orissa in India is the largest mass nesting site for the
Olive-ridley, followed by the coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica.
2. It is recognized as Endangered by the IUCN Red list.

3. It is herbivorous.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 1 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Olive ridley Turtle: Vulnerable.
e It is Carnivores species.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2020/

188. Consider the following statements:

1. Rohtang passconnects the Kullu Valley with the Lahaul and Spiti

Valleys of Himachal Pradesh.

2. Sela pass connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China's Tibet

Autonomous Region.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only
(b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

w
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Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Sela Pass is a high-altitude mountain pass located on the
border between the Tawang and West Kameng Districts of
Arunachal Pradesh state in India.

e Nathula pass connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China's
Tibet Autonomous Region.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2020/

189. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Location Country
1. Idlib Syria
2. Mosul Iran
3. Kirkuk Iraq
4. Hama Israel
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2 and 4
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 1,2 and 3
(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Mosul & Kirkuk: Iraq

SAUDI
ARABIA
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e Idlib & Hama: Syria

Who controls what

P Gamishii
B

| Deir Az Zor

|Palmyra

LEBANON
- IRAQ

LI Al-Tanf border crossing

Quneitra B Syrian government forces
Talul al-Safa M ISIL presence

Kurdish forces

Rebel forces

Demilitarised zone inside
rebel held area

JORDAN Turkish and rebel forces
B Israeli occupied Golan Heights ‘(b

Liveuamap | Updated: March 13, 2019 ’S ALJAZEERA

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2020/

190. Consider the following statements:

1. Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is a non-profit,
autonomous body under the Department of Science and Technology.

2. The Board is chaired by the Secretary to the Government of India in
the Department of Science and Technology.

3. SERB Women Excellence Award is a one-time award given to women
scientists below 40 years of age.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 3 only

(c) 2and 3

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e Science and Engineering Research Board is a statutory body
under the Department of Science and Technology, established by
an Act of the Parliament of India in 2009.

e The Board is chaired by the Secretary to the Government of India
in the Department of Science and Technology and shall have other
senior government officials and eminent scientists as members.

e The Board was set up for promoting basic research in science and
engineering and to provide financial assistance to scientists,
academic institutions, R&D laboratories, industrial concerns and
other agencies for such research.
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e SERB Women Excellence Award is a one-time award given to
women scientists below 40 years of age and who have received
recognition from any one or more of the following national
academies such as Young Scientist Medal, Young Associate etc.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2020/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 25 Feb-2020

191. Consider the following statements with reference to Institutions of
Eminence Scheme:
1. Under the scheme, government Institutions will get funding upto 100
Crore.
2. The selected Institutions under IoE shall have complete academic and
administrative autonomy.
3. UGC Inspection shall not apply to Institutions of Eminence.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation: Benefits of Institutions of Eminence:
e UGC Inspection shall not apply to Institutions of Eminence.
e Freedom to recruit faculty from outside India (limit of 25% of its
faculty strength for public institution).
e Freedom to enter into academic collaborations with other
Institutions within the country.
e Freedom to fix and charge fees from foreign students without
restriction.
e Government Institutions to get additional funding upto 1000
Cr.
e The selected Institutions under IoE shall have complete
academic and administrative autonomy.
e The Institutions of Eminence will have complete financial
autonomy to spend the resources raised and allocated, subject to
general conditions & restrictions of the Statutes and GFR.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/institutions-of-eminence-ioe-

scheme/

192. ‘A Future for the World’s Children’ report was recently released by
(a) Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and UNICEF

(b) WHO, UNICEF and the Lancet medical journal
-
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(c) UNICEF and National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(d) UNICEF and Save The Children India

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e ‘A Future for the World’s Children’ report was recently released
by the WHO, UNICEF and the Lancet medical journal. The report
calculates the Flourishing Index and Sustainability Index of 180
countries.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/a-future-for-the-worlds-children-
report/

193. Recently SPICe+ web form has been mentioned in news for sometimes,

it is primarily related to

(a) Ease Of Doing Business

(b) Doubling The Farmers Income

(c) Health For All

(d) Housing For All

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e As part of the Government of India’s Ease of Doing Business

(EODB) initiatives, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs has notified
a new Web Form christened ‘SPICe+’ (pronounced ‘SPICe Plus’)
replacing the existing SPICe form.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/spice-web-form/

194. Consider the following statements with reference to G-20 Organisation:
1. Saudi Arabia is the first Arab nation to hold the G20 presidency.
2. It is informal group of 19 countries and the European Union along
with representatives of the IMF and the World Bank.
3. It was founded aftermath of the 2008 Financial Crisis.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2
(b) 1 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Saudi Arabia is the first Arab nation to hold the G20 presidency.
e The G20 is an international forum for the governments and central
bank governors from 19 countries and the European Union (EU).
e Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss policy pertaining to the
promotion of international financial stability.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/saudi-hosts-g20-financial-leaders/
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195. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Space Mission Organisation
1. Artemis National Space Research Administration (NASA)
2. Beresheet European Space Agency (ESA)
3. Hayabusa China National Space Administration (CNSA)
4. BepiColombo The National Centre for Space Studies (CNES)
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 1 Only
(b) 1, 2 and 4
(c) 1,2and 3
(d) 1,2,3 and 4
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Beresheet — Israel Aerospace Industries
e Hayabusa — Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
e BepiColombo — European Space Agency

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/artemis-program/

196. Recently world’s largest species of cave fish has been discovered in
Meghalaya’s
(a) Kashi Hills
(b) Jaintia Hills
(c) Garo Hills
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e World’s largest species of cave fish has been discovered in
Meghalaya’s Jaintia Hills.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/25/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2020/

197. Rajasthan’s first lion safari has been inaugurated at in which one of the
following biological park?
(a) Nahargarh Biological Park
(b) Sajjangarh Biological Park
(c) Machia Biological Park
(d) None of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation: Nahargarh Biological Park:
e The park is located on Delhi-Jaipur National Highway in the
Aravalli foothills, nearly 12 kilometers from state capital Jaipur.
e Lions in this park were brought from Junagarh, Gujarat under an
exchange programme.
e The park will serve for breeding lions and also centre of attraction
for tourists. It will provide new habitat to lions and also add
tourism venue to the Pink City.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/15/insights-daily-current-affairs-15-
september-2018/

198. “The inner wood is aromatic and used to make incense. Inner wood is
distilled into essential oil. As insects avoid this tree, the essential oil is
used as insect repellent on the feet of horses, cattle and camels. It also has
antifungal properties and has some potential for control of fungal
deterioration of spices during storage. The outer bark and stem are
astringent”

The above given passage refers to which of the following species?
(a) Himalayan cedar

(b) Sandalwood

(c) Red Sanders

(d) Himalayan Nettle

Ans: (a)

Explanation: Himalayan cedar

e It is alarge evergreen coniferous tree.

e Itis widely grown as an ornamental tree.

e Itis a species of cedar native to the western Himalayas in
Eastern Afghanistan, Northern Pakistan and India (Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and, Arunachal
Pradesh states and the Darjeeling Region of West Bengal)

e Deodar is in great demand as building material because of its
durability, rot-resistant character and fine, close grain, which is
capable of taking a high polish.

e Its historical use to construct religious temples and in
landscaping around temples is well recorded. Its rot-resistant
character also makes it an ideal wood for constructing the well-
known houseboats of Srinagar, Kashmir. In Pakistan and India,
during the British colonial period, deodar wood was used
extensively for construction of barracks, public buildings, bridges,
canals and railway cars.

e Despite its durability, it is not a strong timber, and its brittle
nature makes it unsuitable for delicate work where strength is
required, such as chair-making.

Refer: http://www.plantauthority.gov.in/pdf/Deodar.pdf

199. Consider the following statements:

1. Soil organic matter, of which soil organic carbon (SOC) is a component,
is composed of living’ and ‘dead’ components

2. Reducing soil erosion can increase SOC content in soil

3. Greenhouse gases emitted by soils include only methane and carbon
dioxide

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Soil organic matter (SOM) is mainly composed of carbon (referred
to as SOC), hydrogen and oxygen but also has small amounts of
nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorous, sulphur, potassium,
calcium and magnesium contained within organic residues. It is
divided into ‘living’ and ‘dead’ components. Less than 15% of
below-ground soil organic matter such as roots, fauna and
microorganisms is ‘living’

e CO2 from soil is emitted back into the atmosphere when SOM is
decomposed by microorganisms. Carbon is also partly exported
from soils to rivers and oceans as dissolved organic carbon (DOC)
or as part of erosion material... Approaches to increase SOC
include reducing soil erosion, no-till-farming, use of cover crops,
nutrient management, applying manure and sludge, water
harvesting and conservation, and agroforestry practices.

e The carbon-based GHGs emitted by soil are CO2and methane
(CH4) which are two of the most leading anthropogenically emitted
GHGs. Another form of GHG is nitrous oxide (N20), the emission of
which has become increasingly anthropogenically driven, largely
from agricultural soils and livestock facilities.

Refer: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/soil-carbon/what-soil-organic-carbon

200. Which among the following Strategic Goals of Aichi Biodiversity Targets
include the target associated with invasive alien species?
(a) Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services
(b) Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable
use
(c) To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems,
species and genetic diversity
(d) Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming
biodiversity across government and society
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e The Global Register of Invasive Species (GRIS) was developed as
a concept and prototype by the IUCN SSC Invasive Species
Specialist Group (ISSG)in 2006as part of a project undertaken for
the Defenders of Wildlife on the Regulation of Live Animal Imports
into the United States. This concept was revisited and expanded by
the ISSG to address Aichi Biodiversity Target 9 and support its
achievement-with the development of the Global Register of

Introduced and Invasive Species (GRILS).
- -
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e Strategic Goal B (https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/ ;Targets 5-10):
Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote
sustainable use

e Target 9: By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are
identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or
eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to
prevent their introduction and establishment.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/24/biodiversity-management-
committees-bmc/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 26 Feb-2020

201. Consider the following statements with reference to Election to Rajya

Sabha:

1. Members representing States are elected by elected members of
legislative assemblies of the States and legislative council of Sates.

2. Members representing Union Territories are chosen in such manner
as Parliament may by law prescribe.

3. Out of 8 Union territories, only 3 have representation in Rajya Sabha.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 2and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e Members representing States are elected by elected members of
legislative assemblies of the States in accordance with the system
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable
vote.

e Members representing Union Territories are chosen in such
manner as Parliament may by law prescribe.

e Currently, out of 8 Union territories, only 3( NCT Delhi,
Puducherry, J & K) have representation in Rajya Sabha.

e 8 UT’s- Andaman & Nicobar, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli
And Daman & Diu (Came Into Effect On 26th January 2020),
National Capital Territory Of Delhi, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry (Pondicherry)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/elections-to-rajya-sabha/
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202. Consider the following statements:

1. Cauvery is the fourth largest river of southern India.

2. Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry governments are
parties to Cauvery water dispute.

3. Mekedatu dam project’s primary objective is to supply drinking water
to Mysore.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 3 only

(c) 1and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e The Cauvery is the fourth-largest river in south India. Originating
in the Western Ghats at Talakaveri in Karnataka's Kodagu
district, it passes through Tamil Nadu.

e Union government constituted the Cauvery Water Management
Authority in compliance with a Supreme Court order to address the
water dispute involving the states of Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.

e The central government will provide help in implementation of the
modified award in case of any of the state /UT parties (Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Puducherry) do not cooperate in
implementing the decision or direction of the tribunal. Initially,
centre will contribute Rs. 2 crore for the functioning of the
authority

e Mekedatu Project : A multi-purpose balancing reservoir project
over Mekedatu, built at a cost of Rs 5,912, was aimed at solving
the drinking water problems of Bengaluru and Ramnagar district.
This project was also touted as one that could generate
hydroelectricity to meet the power demand in the state.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/cauvery-water-management-
authority-cma/

203. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched

Influenza virus Common Name
1. HINI Bird Flu
2. H2N2 Swine Flu
3. Seasonal H3N2  Human Flu
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 3 only
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Swine flu (HIN1)
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e Bird flu (H2N2)
e Human Flu (Seasonal H3N2)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/h1nl-infection/

204. Consider the following statements about Masala Bonds:
1. Masala bonds are bonds issued outside India by an Indian entity or
corporate.
2. They are denominated in foreign currency.
3. Rupee rate falls will not affect the issuer of Masala Bonds.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 only
(c) 1and 3
(d) 2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e They are bonds issued outside India by an Indian entity or
corporate.
e Masala bonds are issued directly in Indian rupees, the investor
needs to bear the exchange rate risks.
¢ Rupee rate falls will not affect the issuer of Masala Bonds. In
simpler words, as Masala Bonds are rupee-denominated bonds,
the risk goes directly to the investor.
e The first Masala bond was issued in 2014 by IFC for the
infrastructure projects in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/what-are-masala-bonds/

205. Blue Dot Network, sometimes mentioned in news, it primarily refers to

(a) Blue Whale Conservation Organization’s Group

(b) The objective is to raise the priority of tackling water security issues
highlighted in the development agenda in the Asia-Pacific region.

(c) Proposal as a means of countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

(d) Multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to bring governments, the
private sector and civil society together to promote high quality,
trusted standards for global infrastructure development.

Ans: (d)

Explanation: Primary objectives of Blue Dot Network:

e The Blue Dot Network will bring together governments, the
private sector, and civil society under shared standards for
global infrastructure development.

e The network will certify infrastructure projects that demonstrate
and uphold global infrastructure principles.

e Certification by the Blue Dot Network will serve as a globally
recognized symbol of market-driven, transparent and financially
sustainable development projects.
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e By proposing a common standard of project excellence, the Blue
Dot Network will attract private capital to infrastructure projects
in developing and emerging economies.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/05/blue-dot-network/

206. World Air Quality Report 2019 was released by

(a) IQAir and Greenpeace
(b) Greenpeace and German-watch

(c) German-watch and World Meteorological Organization

(d) IQAir and Global Footprint Network
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e World Air Quality Report 2019 was released by the pollution

tracker IQAir and Greenpeace.

e The ranking is based on a comparison of PM 2.5 levels.
e Bangladesh emerged as the most polluted country for PM 2.5.
Pakistan, Mongolia, Afghanistan and India followed behind

respectively.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/26/world-air-quality-report-2019/

207. Consider the following statements

1. There is only one Geo-stationary orbit but there are many Geo-

synchronous orbits.

2. Geo-stationary orbit is directly above the equator and thus inclination

is zero but not Geo-synchronous orbit.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

Geostationary orbit

Geosynchronous orbit

The orbit is circular

The orbit is NOT eircular

The orbit is in equatorial plane i.e.
directly above the equator and thus
inclination is zero.

The orbit is NOT in equatorial
planee. directly above the equator,
it's in inclined orbit

The angular velocity of the satellite
is equal to angular velocity of earth

The angular velocity of the
satellite is equal to angular
velocity of earth

Period of revolution is equal to
period of rotation of earth.

Period of revolution is equal to
period of rotation of earth.

Finish one revolution around the
earth in exactly one day i.e. 23
hours, 56 Minutes and 4.1 secphnds

Finish one revolution around the
earth in exactly one day i.e. 23
hours, 56 Minutes and 4.1 seconds

There iz ONLY one geostationary
orbit.

There are many geosynchronous
orbits.
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208. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

w

Famous Dam Built on River
1. Mukkombu Dam Cauvery
2. Mullaperiyar dam Periyar
3. Linganamakki dam Mahadayi
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 2 Only
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 1 and 2
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Upper Anaicut ( Mukkombu dam) is a dam built on the
Kaveri River in the state of Tamil Nadu.

e The Mullaperiyar Dam is located on the Western Ghats near
Thekkady in Idukki district of Kerala on the Periyar river. The
Mullaperiyar dam on Periyar river has once again resurfaced as a
source of dispute between the governments of Kerala and Tamil
Nadu.

e The Linganamakki dam dam built on the Sharavati River in the
state of Karnataka.

209. Consider the following statements:

1. Tyagaraja and his contemporaries, Shyama Shastri and Muthuswami

Dikshitar were regarded as the Trinity of Carnatic music.

2. Most of Tyagaraja’s songs were in praise of Lord Rama, unlike

Purandara Dasa, a great devotee of the supreme Lord Krishna.

3. Tyagaraja saw the reigns of four kings of the Maratha dynasty
although he served none of them.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 1 and 3

(c) 1 and 2

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Tyagaraja and his contemporaries Muthuswamy Dikshitar
(1775-1835) and Shyama Shastri (1762 -1827) are considered
the holy trinity of Carnatic composers.

e Tyagaraja composed thousands of devotional compositions, most in
Telugu and in praise of Lord Rama, many of which remain popular
today.

o Tyagaraja saw the reigns of four kings of the Maratha dynasty —
Tulaja Il (1763-1787), Amarasimha (1787-1798), Serfoji II (1798
1832) and Sivaji II (1832-1855), although he served none of them.

e Purandara Dasa( 1484 - 1565):
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o A great devotee of the supreme Lord Krishna, a vaishnava
poet and saint and a social reformer. He was a disciple of the
Dvaita philosopher-saint Vyasatirtha, and a contemporary of
yet another Haridasa, Kanakadasa.

Refer: https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/8X9U3Zb2VypY3evBvLFoBO/The-timelessness-
of-Tyagaraja.html

210. "Stone Chariots" are flagship tourist attraction in India, in the context of
this, which of the following is/are famous for Stone Charriots?
1. Konark (Odisha)

2. Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu)

3. Hampi (Karnataka)

4. Lepakshi (Andhra Pradesh)

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@ 1and 3

(b) 1,2 and 3

(c) 3 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Stone Chariot the most popular attraction of Hampi, this
architectural marvel is located within the Vittala Temple complex.
It is actually a shrine built in the form of a chariot and rests on a
platform that is about a feet high. The shrine is dedicated to
Garuda who is the carrier of Lord Vishnu.

e This stunning piece of architecture is among the three famous
stone chariots in India, others being Konark (Odisha) and
Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu). The carvings and sheer beauty of
this structure make it a ‘must-visit’ attraction of Hampi.

Refer: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/Stone-
Chariot/ps49947876.cms

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 27" Feb-2020

211. Which of the following is/are the Harappan Sites?
1. Chanhudaro
2. Kot Diji
3. Sohagaura
4. Desalpur
5. Rakhigarhi
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1,2 and 5
(b) 1,2,4and 5
(c) 1,2 and 4
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(d) All of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The Sohgaura copper plate inscription is an Indian copper plate
inscription written in Prakrit in the Brahmi script. It was
discovered in Sohgaura, a village on the banks of the Rapti River,
about 20km south-east of Gorakhpur, in the Gorakhpur District,
Uttar Pradesh.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/rakhigarhi/

212. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
(a) Chanhudaro: Footprint of a dog chasing a cat
(b) Rakhigarhi: Human skeletons belonged to two male adults, one female
adult and one child
(c) Lothal: First manmade port
(d) All of the above option are correctly matched
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e In April 2015, four complete human skeletons were excavated from
mound RGR-7. These skeletons belonged to two male adults, one
female adult and one child. Pottery with grains of food as well as
shell bangles were found around these skeletons.

e A skeleton from Rakhigarhi on display in the National Museum.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/rakhigarhi/

213. “Enhanced Access and Service Excellence 3.0”, sometimes mentioned in
news, it is related to
(a) Smart Public Sector Banking
(b) Ease of Doing Business
(c) Strengthening the functionality of GeM
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(d) Ease of Credit to IT Startups
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Ease (Enhanced Access and Service Excellence) 3.0 reform
agenda aims at providing smart, tech-enabled public sector
banking for aspiring India.

e New features that customers of public sector banks may experience
under EASE 3.0 reforms agenda include facilities like:

e Palm Banking for “End-to-end digital delivery of financial service”.

e “Banking on Go” via EASE banking outlets at frequently visited
spots like malls, stations, complexes, and campuses.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/ease-3-0-for-tech-enabled-banking/

214. Consider the following statements about Technical Textiles?

1. Technical textiles manufactured for non-aesthetic purposes.

2. These textiles can be used for crop protection.

3. Recently, Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved
the setting up of a National Technical Textiles Mission at an total
outlay of *1,480 Crore.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 1 and 3

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e Technical textiles are defined as textile materials and products
manufactured primarily for their technical performance and
functional properties rather than aesthetic and decorative
characteristics.

e Technical textiles include textiles for automotive applications,
medical textiles, geotextiles, agrotextiles, and protective clothing.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/national-technical-textiles-mission/

215. Which of the following statements is/are true about ICoSDiTAUS-20207?

(@) International event dedicated to standardisation of diagnosis and
terminologies of traditional medicine.

(b) International event on science-based resolutions addressing global
pervasive & preventable health issues.

(c) Intends to unite researchers, specialists to trade and offer their
encounters and research comes about all parts of unsafe impact of
Addiction and Treatment and Therapy.

(d) All of the above statements are true.

Ans: (a)

Explanation: ICOSDiTAUS-2020:

e [t is an international conference on standardisation of

Diagnosis and Terminologies in AYUSH held recently in Delhi.
L~
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e ICoSDiTAUS-2020 is the biggest ever international event dedicated
to standardisation of Diagnosis and Terminologies of Traditional
Medicine in terms of the broad level of participation covering
virtually all the continents.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2020/

216. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
Military Exercise Participating Nation’s

1. Indradhanush India and Russia
2. mitra Shakti India and Sri Lanka
3. surya kiran India and Bhutan

4. Yudh Abhyas India and USA

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@ 1,2 and 4

(b) 2 and 4

(c) 1,2 and 3

(d) 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Indradhanush is a joint military exercise between the air forces of
India and the United Kingdom.

e Joint military exercise between India and Nepal called 'SURYA
KIRAN’

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2020/

217. Consider the following statements:

1. ‘RAISE 2020’ is India’s first Artificial Intelligence summit to be
organized by the Government in partnership with the industry and the
academia.

2. Talanoa Dialogue, India’s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-
economics, is a multilateral conference held annually in New Delhi.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

e The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference held annually in
New Delhi, India. Since its inception in 2016, the conference has
emerged as India’s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-
economics.

e The Talanoa Dialogue was launched at COP 23 under the
Presidency of the Republic of Fiji, and is a year-long process that

will culminate in political discussions at COP 24 in Katowice,
e e e e e e e
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Poland, where political leaders will be expected to signal their
commitment to increasing the ambition of their NDCs.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2020/

218. Consider the following statements:

1. The MIEWS Dashboard and Portal is a ‘first-of-its-kind’ platform for

‘real time monitoring’ of the prices of tomato, onion and potato (TOP).

2. Notifications on Minimum Export Prices (MEP) for the selected
commodities like potatoes, Onions, rice, edible oils etc issued by

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

¢ Minimum Export Price (MEP) is the price below which an
exporter is not allowed to export the commodity from India.

e MEP is imposed in view of the rising domestic retail / wholesale
price or production disruptions in the country. MEP is a kind of
quantitative restriction to trade.

e Generally, MEP imposition is restricted to essential commodities
like potatoes, Onions, rice, edible oils etc.

e Notifications on MEP issued by Department of Commerce may be
seen from the website of Director General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT).

e However, actual price fixing may be done by other concerned
agencies, like, say National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED) in case of Onions.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/27/insights-daily-

current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2020/

219. Consider the following statements:

1. National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is a not-for-profit public
limited company.

2. NSDC was set up by Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) as Public Private Partnership (PPP) model.

3. The Government of India through Ministry of Finance holds 49% of the
share capital of NSDC, while the private sector has the balance 51% of
the share capital.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 1,2 and 3

(d) None of the above
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Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is a not-for-
profit public limited company incorporated on July 31, 2008 under
section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956 (corresponding to section 8
of the Companies Act, 2013).

e NSDC was set up by Ministry of Finance as Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model.

e The Government of India through Ministry of Skill Development
& Entrepreneurship (MSDE) holds 49% of the share capital of
NSDC, while the private sector has the balance 51% of the share
capital.

e NSDC aims to promote skill development by catalyzing creation of
large, quality and for-profit vocational institutions. Further, the
organisation provides funding to build scalable and profitable
vocational training initiatives. Its mandate is also to enable support
system which focuses on quality assurance, information systems
and train the trainer academies either directly or through
partnerships.

e NSDC acts as a catalyst in skill development by providing funding
to enterprises, companies and organizations that provide skill
training. It also develops appropriate models to enhance, support
and coordinate private sector initiatives. The differentiated focus on
21 sectors under NSDC’s purview and its understanding of their
viability will make every sector attractive to private investment.

Refer: https://nsdcindia.org/about-us

220. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship initiative of
(a) Ministry of labour and employment
(b) Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship
(c) National Institution for Transforming India
(d) Both A and B
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e The government will soon launch third phase of the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).
e Itis a flagship initiative of Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship

e The government had launched the PMKVY scheme in 2015 to
mobilize youth to take up skill training with the aim of increasing
productivity and aligning the training and certification to the needs
of the country.

e The scheme was revamped as PMKVY -2 in 2016 with an aim to
train one crore youth by the year 2020.
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221. Which of the following authorities have/has the power to take
cognisance of a matter on its own or Suo Moto action?
1. Central Consumer Protection Authority
2. National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
3. National Green Tribunal
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
¢ Only constitutional courts -- the Supreme Court and High Courts -
- have the power to take suo motu cognisance and a tribunal
cannot exercise this power.
e SC examining on the legal question whether the NGT has power to
take cognisance of issues on its own or not.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/central-consumer-protection-

authority/

222. Consider the following statements about Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana
(RVY):
1. This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central

Government.

2. Under the scheme, the physical aids will be provided only to the
senior citizens of the nation.

3. The Scheme will be implemented through the sole implementing
agency - Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation (ALIMCO), a PSU
under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

4. Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State gov/UT
through a committee chaired by the District Collector.

5. As far as possible, 30% of the beneficiaries in each district shall be
women.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 3 and 4

(b) 1, 3 and 4

(c) 1,3,4and 5

(d) All of the above

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

e All of the given above options are key provisions of Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana (RVY.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/assistance-to-disabled-persons-for-

purchasing-fitting-of-aids-appliances-adip-scheme/

223. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

Scientist Name Famous Work
1. Sir C.V. Raman Raman Effect
2. Stephen Hawking Theory of gravitation
3. Albert Einstein Theory Of Relativity
4. S. Chandrasekhar String Theory
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@ 1 and 3
(b) 1,2 and 3
(c) 1, 3 and 4
(d) All of the above
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

Stephen Hawking studied time from the perspective of Einstein’s
theory of gravitation, the general theory of relativity. One of
his early achievements was proving that time had a beginning —
that the laws of physics as we now understand them must have
broken down very early in the history of the universe, at the Big
Bang.

Stephen’s greatest scientific achievement was a discovery about
black holes in 1974 that shook the world of physics. According to
Einstein’s theory, nothing — including light — can escape from
inside a black hole. That’s why it’s black. But Stephen found that
black holes are not really completely black. Instead, due to the
subtle consequences of quantum physics, they emit what we now
call Hawking radiation.

S. Chandrasekhar won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1983 for
discovering a formula that helps us analyse the structure and
evolution of celestial objects, stars in particular. He is considered
as one of the pioneers in applied mathematics in astrophysics.
Chandrasekhar's theory on future evolutionary stages of massive
stars and black holes. He found a way to say how big a black hole
would be at a time when the world did not accept the existence of
black holes. This theory is called the Chandrasekhar Limit and is
still used to measure the mass and structure of a star.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/national-science-day/

224. “1000 springs initiative”, sometimes mentioned in the news, it aims at
(a) Improving access to safe and adequate water for the tribal
communities
(b) To make water and sanitation data easily accessible to tribal
communities through an online platform.
(c) An attempt to address multiple development deprivations in tribal
areas by harnessing springs in a sustainable manner.
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(d) Both A and C
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The 1000 Springs Initiative is an attempt to address multiple
development deprivations in tribal areas by harnessing springs in a
sustainable manner.

e Aims at improving access to safe and adequate water for the tribal
communities living in a difficult and inaccessible part of rural
areas in the country.

e It is an integrated solution around natural springs. It includes the
provision of infrastructure for piped water supply for drinking;
provision of water for irrigation; community-led total sanitation
initiatives; and provision for water for backyard nutrition gardens,
generating sustainable livelihood opportunities for the tribal
people.

e The online portal on GIS-based Spring Atlas has been developed
to make these data easily accessible from an online platform.
Presently, data of more than 170 springs have been uploaded on
the Spring Atlas.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/1000-springs-initiative/

225. Which of the following statements is not true about Small Farmers Agri-

Business Consortium?

(a) It implements the National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) Electronic
Trading platform.

(b) SFAC is one of the Central Procurement Agencies for pulses and
oilseeds under Price Stabilisation Fund of Department of Consumer
Affairs.

(c) It implements Equity Grant and Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme for
Farmer Producer Companies.

(d) It acts as warehouseman under the Warehousing Act and own and
construct its own godowns and cold storages.

Ans: (d)

Explanation: Objectives of Small Farmers Agri-Business Consortium
e To catalyze agro-industrial growth in the country based on the

principles of:
o Ecological sustainability
o Economic efficiency
o Social equity
e To undertake or assist in undertaking programs for employment
generation, growth and diversification of agriculture & agro-based
industries to increase food production and export of agriculture
products, in both primary and processed forms.
e To identify and promote post-harvest processing/manufactures
units in the public, private and cooperative sector.
e To promote organization of marketing chain both for domestic and

export marketing.
-
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e To influence Government policies for agriculture, thereby
increasing the flow of resources and augmenting the rate of capital
formation in agriculture sector.

e To pave the way for establishment of integrated producers’
organizations with forward and backward linkages.

e To prepare, print and publish papers, periodicals, monographs in
furtherance of the objectives of the society.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/farmers-producer-organisations/

226. Which one of the following statements is/are true about Temporarily
Captured Object (TCO)?
(a) Only bodies that complete a full orbit around a planet.
(b) Typically have orbits very similar to the Moon.
(c) Bodies captured when the planet is distant to the Sun.
(d) All of the above options are true.
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e According to the simulations, temporary satellites are typically
caught and released when they pass one of two gravitational
equilibrium points of the Sun and the planet along the line
connecting the two, the L1 and L2 Lagrangian points.

e The captured asteroids typically have orbits very similar to the
planet's (co-orbital configuration) and are captured most often
when the planet is closest to the Sun (in the case of the Earth, in
January) or furthest from the Sun (Earth: in July).

e In strict sense, only bodies that complete a full orbit around a
planet are considered temporary satellites, also called temporarily
captured orbiters (TCO).

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2020/

227. “Henneguya salminicola’, sometimes mentioned in news, it is
(a) Oxygen breathing animal
(b) Largest cave fish
(c) The first exoplanet discovered around a sun-like star
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Jtis a non-oxygen breathing animal discovered recently.
e It is a fewer-than-10-celled microscopic parasite that lives in
salmon muscle.
e It relies on anaerobic respiration (through which cells extract
energy without using oxygen).
e It does not have a mitochondrial genome. Mitochondria is the
“powerhouse” of the cell, which captures oxygen to make energy.
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/28/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2020/

228. Consider the following statements:

1. Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India was established.

2. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) superseded the
INCOSPAR.

3. Manipur accession to India.

4. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) became the first bank in India to be
nationalized.

Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence of the above

events?

Explanation:
e The first bank in India to be nationalized was the Reserve Bank of
India which happened in January 1949.

e Indian Space Research Organisation, formed in 1969, superseded
the erstwhile INCOSPAR.

e Accession of Manipur to India-15 October 1949

e The Life insurance Corporation of India was founded on September
1, 1956

229. Which among the following plants/grasses/trees exhibit a cyclic
ecological phenomenon of flowering that occurs once in every 50 years or
so? This phenomenon causes a dramatic increase in the local population
of rats that destroy crops.

(a) Bamboo
(b) Guar

(c) Banyan
(d) Kurinji
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e “Called the green gold, the bamboo has been in focus for the wrong
reasons in the northeast. A rat famine triggered by flowering of this
grass in 1959 led to the creation of the Mizo National Front that
metamorphosed into a political party. The flowering of bamboo
every 50-55 years leads to dramatic increase in the population of
rats that destroy crops triggering famine, also called Mautam.”

Refer: https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-miscellaneous/tp-others/the-grass-is-
greener-for-bamboo/article22626870.ece
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230. A ‘floating treatment wetland (FTW)’ in the Neknampur Lake
(Hyderabad) utilises which among the following techniques to help clean
the lake?

(a) Phytoremediation
(b) Bioventing

(c) Bioleaching

(d) Composting

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Several plants on this FTW help clean the lake by absorbing
nutrients such as excess nitrates and oxygen present in the water.
They thus reduce the content of these chemicals. The FTW is based
on the soilless hydroponics technique. The project is a joint effort
of an NGO Dhruvansh, the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development
Authority, the district administration and other organisations.

e Phytoremediation(‘phyto’ means plant) is a generic term for the
group of technologies that use plants for remediating soils, sludges,
sediments and water contaminated with organic and inorganic
contaminants.

e Hydroponics: A technique of growing plants in a nutrient solution
in the complete absence of soil.

Refer: www.unep.or.jp/letc/Publications/Freshwater/FMS2/1.asp

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS - 29" Feb-2020

231. Which of the following statements is/are true about Curative Petition?
(a) The concept was first evolved by the Supreme Court of India in
Minerva Mills Case 1980.
(b) The concept of the curative petition is supported by Article 131 of the
Indian Constitution.
(c) A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final
conviction is dismissed.
(d) All of the above options (a), (b) and (c) are not correct.
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e The concept was first evolved by the Supreme Court of India in
Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra and another case (2002).
e The concept of the curative petition is supported by Article 137 of
the Indian Constitution.
e A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final
conviction is dismissed.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/29/what-is-curative-petition/
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232. Consider the following statements:
1. The landmark judgement in the Waman Rao Case (1981), Supreme

Court upheld sedition as constitutional.

2. For the first time, British used sedition law to prosecute Bal

Gangadhar Tilak in 1897.

3. Mahatama Gandhi was never convicted under sedition law.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and 3

(b) 2 only

(c) 3 Only

(d) 1 and 2

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Section 124A has been challenged in various courts in specific
cases. The validity of the provision itself was upheld by a
Constitution Bench in 1962, in Kedarnath Singh vs State of
Bihar.

e British used Sedition law to convict and sentence freedom fighters.
It was first used to prosecute Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1897.

e Mahatama Gandhi was later tried for sedition for his articles in
Young India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/29/sedition-cases-in-india/

233. Consider the following statements:
1. The Standard Mark of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is compulsory
for Hand-held Blender, Electric Food Mixer and Centrifugal Juicer.
2. AGMARK is a quality Certification Mark issued by the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

¢ AGMARK is a certification mark employed on agricultural products
in India, assuring that they conform to a set of standards approved
by the Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, an attached
Office of the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers
Welfare under Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare.

e It was set up in the year 1935 to implement the agricultural
marketing policies and programmes for the integrated development
of marketing of agricultural and other allied produce in the country
with a view to safeguard the interests of farmers as well as the
consumers.

e For statement 1 refer: https://bis.gov.in/index.php/product-

certification/products-under-compulsory-certification/scheme-i-mark-scheme/
|
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/29/delhi-water-doesnt-conform-to-iso-
standards/

234. Which of the following statements is/are not correct?
(a) Bureau of Immigration (India) functions as an autonomous
organization under the Ministry of External Affairs.
(b) National Investigation Agency is empowered to deal with terror related
crimes across states without special permission from the states.
(c) Department of Land Resources falls under Ministry of Rural

Development.

(d) All of the above options (a), (b) and (c) are all not correct.
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

¢ Bureau of Immigration (India) functions as an autonomous
organization under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

e National Investigation Agency is empowered to deal with terror
related crimes across states without special permission from the
states.

e Department of Land Resources falls under Ministry of Rural
development

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/29/national-investigation-agency-nia/

235. Consider the following statements about National School of Drama:

1. It is the first National Academy of the arts set-up by the Republic of
India.

2. It is the nodal agency of the Ministry of Culture to coordinate the
matters related to Intangible Cultural Heritage and various UNESCO
Convention.

3. It was set up by the Sangeet Natak Akademi as one of its constituent
units in 1959.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 3 Only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e National School of Drama: Set up by the Sangeet Natak Akademi
as one of its constituent units in 1959.

e In 1975, it became an independent entity and was registered as an
autonomous organization under the Societies Registration Act XXI
of 1860, fully financed by the Ministry of Culture, Government of
India.

e Bharat Rang Mahotsav, or the ‘National Theatre Festival’,
established in 1999, is the annual theatre festival of National
School of Drama (NSD), held in New Delhi, today it is
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acknowledged as the largest theatre festival of Asia, dedicated
solely to theatre.

e The Sangeet Natak Akademi — India’s national academy for
music, dance and drama - is the first National Academy of the arts
set-up by the Republic of India.

e [t is presently an Autonomous Body of the Ministry of Culture, and
is fully funded by the Government for implementation of its
schemes and programmes.

e Itis the nodal agency of the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India to
coordinate the matters related to Intangible Cultural Heritage and
various UNESCO Conventions addressing Cultural Diversity and
promotion and dissemination of multifarious cultural traditions
and expressions of the country.

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/02/29/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-29-february-2020/

236. Consider the following statements:
1. Kanpur is situated more northward than Lucknow.
2. Latitude of Jaipur’s location between Agra and Gwalior.
3. Longitude of Ahmadabad’s location is between those of Rajkot and
Vadodara.
Which of these statements is/are correct?
(@ 1 and 2
(b) 3 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
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Refer: Indian Maps
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237. A state in India has the following characteristics:

1. Climate of the state is moderate with mean temperature ranging from
25°C to 28°C and the average annual rainfall from 800 mm to 1,000
mm.

2. Indroda Park is regarded as India's Jurrasic Park is located in this
state.

3. Khambhalida caves are famous Buddhist caves are located here.

Which one of the following states has all of the above characteristics?

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Madhya Pradesh

(c) Gujarat

(d) Andhra Pradesh

Ans: (¢)

Explanation:

e At Khambhalida (Gujarat) there are three caves, the central one
being a 'chaitya’' with a worn out stupa.

e The entrance of the chaitya is flanked by two large sculptures of
the Bodhisatvas-Padmapani on the right and Vajrapani on the left.

e These caves dates back to 4th-5th century AD and are scooped out
from the local limestone rock.

Refer: https://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/10/205

238. Intanki National Park is located in

(@) Mizoram

(b) Arunachal Pradesh

(c) Nagaland

(d) Tripura

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e Ntangki National Park is a national park located in Peren district
of Nagaland
e Among the species that inhabit the park are the rare hoolock
gibbon, golden langur, hornbill, Asian palm civet, black stork, tiger,
white-breasted kingfisher, monitor lizard, python and sloth bear.
239. Among the following cities, which one lies on a longitude closet to that

of Kanpur?

(a) Nagpur

(b) Hyderabad

(c) Chennai

(d) Bangalore

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
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240. Consider the following rivers:
1. Mahanadi
2. Godavari
3. Subernarekha

Which of the above flows/flow directly through Odisha?

(@ 1 and 2

(b) 1 and 3

(c) 2 and 3

(d) All of the above

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

e Godavari river flows directly through

o Maharastra
o Telengana
o Andhra Pradesh
o

Yanam|[comes under Puducherry union territory]

o Chhatisgarh
o But t its tributaries flows through Odisha
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