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1. Polity 
 
1) Which of the following were the suggestions made by Swaran Singh Committee to be included as   
Fundamental Duties? 

1. Duty to pay taxes 
2. Family Planning 
3. Casting vote 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
  
Solution: a) 

  
Swaran Singh Committee suggested the incorporation of eight Fundamental Duties in the Constitution. 
 
Certain recommendations of the Committee were not accepted and hence, not incorporated in the Constitution. 
These include: 

• Parliament may provide for the imposition of such penalty or punishment as may be 
considered appropriate for any non-compliance with or refusal to observe any of the duties 

• No law imposing such penalty or punishment shall be called in question in any court on the ground of 
infringement of any of Fundamental Rights or on the ground of repugnancy to any other provision of the 
Constitution 

• Duty to pay taxes should also be a Fundamental Duty of the citizens 
 
2) Consider the following statements about Committee on Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions 
 1. The committee classifies bills and allocates time for discussion on bills and resolutions introduced by 
private members. 
 2. This is a special committee of the Lok sabha only. 
 3. In Lok sabha it is chaired by the Deputy Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
This committee classifies bills and allocates time for the discussion on bills and resolutions introduced by private 
members (other than ministers). This is a special committee of the Lok Sabha and consists of 15 members 
including the Deputy Speaker as its chairman. The Rajya Sabha does not have any such committee. The same 
function in the Rajya Sabha is performed by the Business Advisory Committee of that House. 
 
3) Consider the following statements about Motion of Thanks. 
 1. It is addressed by the Leader of the House. 
 2. The motion is put to vote in both the houses of the parliament. 
 3. It is addressed at the beginning of every new session of the Parliament. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
Motion of Thanks: The first session after each general election and the first session of every fiscal year is 
addressed by the president. In this address, the president outlines the policies and programmes of the 
government in the preceding year and ensuing year. This address of the president, is discussed in both the Houses 
of Parliament on a motion called the ‘Motion of Thanks’. At the end of the discussion, the motion is put to vote. 
This motion must be passed in the House. Otherwise, it amounts to the defeat of the government. 
 
4) Consider the following statements  

1. Chairman and members of a State Public Service Commission are appointed by the governor and can 
be removed only by the president.  
2. Chairman and members of a State Public Service Commission can relinquish their offices at any time by 
addressing their resignation to the President.  
3. Recommendations made by State Public Service Commission are only of advisory nature and not 
binding on the government.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 2 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 3 only  
 
Solution: c) 
  

Chairman and members of a State Public Service Commission can relinquish their offices at any time by 
addressing their resignation to the Governor. 
 
5) Consider the following about the terms of the Office of the Governor. 

1. The Governor can resign at any time by addressing a resignation letter to the Chief Minister of the 
State. 

2. The Constitution does not lay down the grounds upon which a governor may be removed by the 
President. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The resignation letter is submitted to the President, and not the Chief Minister.  
A governor holds office for a term of five years from the date on which he enters upon his office. However, this 
term of five years is subject to the pleasure of the President. 
The Supreme Court held that the pleasure of the President is not justifiable. The governor has no security of 
tenure and no fixed term of office. He may be removed by the President at any time without mentioning any 
grounds for his removal. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the Preamble of Indian Constitution. 
 1. The original Preamble, adopted by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, declared India a “Sovereign 
Socialist Secular Democratic Republic”. 
 2. Preamble states the objects of the Constitution, and acts as an aid during the interpretation of 
Articles.in the Constitution. 
 3. The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution changed “unity of the nation” to “unity and integrity of the 
nation”. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
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 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A preamble is an introductory statement in a document that explains the document’s philosophy and objectives. 
In a Constitution, it presents the intention of its framers, the history behind its creation, and the core values and 
principles of the nation. 
 
The Preamble is based on the Objective Resolution moved by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent Assembly on 
December 13, 1946. The Resolution was adopted on January 22, 1947. 
 
Although not enforceable in court, the Preamble states the objects of the Constitution, and acts as an aid during 
the interpretation of Articles when language is found ambiguous. 
 
The original Preamble, adopted by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, declared India a “Sovereign Democratic 
Republic”. By the 42nd Amendment of 1976, enacted during the Emergency, the words “Socialist” and “Secular” 
were inserted; the Preamble now reads “Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic”. 
 
The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution, passed in 1976, replaced the words “sovereign democratic republic” to 
“sovereign socialist secular democratic republic”. It also changed “unity of the nation” to “unity and integrity of 
the nation”. 
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding State Legislative Council. 
 1.  The constitution leaves the choice of having a Legislative Council to the Parliament. 
 2. A Council cannot have more than a third of the number of MLAs in the state, and not less than 40 
members.  
 3. The states having Legislative Council are Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana 
and Uttar Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Under Article 168, states can have either one or two Houses of legislature. Article 169 leaves the choice of having 
a Vidhan Parishad to individual states. 
 
Under Article 171, a Council cannot have more than a third of the number of MLAs in the state, and not less than 
40 members. A third of the MLCs are elected by MLAs, another third by a special electorate comprising sitting 
members of local government bodies such as municipalities and district boards, 1/12th by an electorate of 
teachers, and another 1/12th by registered graduates. The remaining members are appointed by the Governor 
for distinguished services in various fields. 
 
Besides Andhra Pradesh, five other states have Vidhan Parishads — Bihar (58 members), Karnataka (75), 
Maharashtra (78), Telangana (40), UP (100). Jammu and Kashmir had a Council until the state was bifurcated into 
the Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh. 
 
8) Consider the following statements about Fundamental Rights. 
 1. They promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
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 2. They are sacrosanct and permanent. 
 3. Most of them are directly enforceable while a few are enforced by a law made by the parliament and 
state legislatures. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Fundamental Rights are not absolute and subject to reasonable restrictions. Further, they are not sacrosanct and 
can be curtailed or repealed by the Parliament through a constitutional amendment act. 
They promote the idea of political democracy. DPSP promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
Most of them are directly enforceable (self-executory) while a few of them can be enforced on the basis of a law 
made for giving effect to them. Such a law can be made only by the Parliament and not by state legislatures so 
that uniformity throughout the country is maintained (Article 35). 
 
9) Which principle among the following was added to the Directive Principles of Stat Policy by the 42nd 
Amendment to the Constitution? 

a) Equal pay for equal work for both men and women 
b) Participation of workers in the management of industries 
c) Right to work, education and public assistance 
d) Securing living wage and human conditions of work to workers 
 
Solution: b) 

 
42nd Amendment to the Constitution Added three new Directive Principles viz., equal justice and free-legal aid, 
participation of workers in the management of industries and protection of environment, forests and wild life. 
 
10) Which of the following provision/ provisions needs a special majority to pass bill in the Parliament?  

1. Increasing the number of puisne judges in Supreme Court  
2. Creation of new States  
3. Abolition of Legislative Councils of state assembly  
4. Addition of new fundamental right  

 
Select the correct answer code:  

a) 2, 4  
b) 1, 4  
c) 4 only  
d) None  
 
Solution: c)  

 
A number of provisions in the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of the two Houses of Parliament 
outside the scope of Article 368. 
These provisions include: 

1. Admission or establishment of new states. 
2. Formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing states. 
3. Abolition or creation of legislative councils in states. 
4. Second Schedule—emoluments, allowances, privileges and so on of the president, the governors, the 
Speakers, judges, etc. 
5. Quorum in Parliament. 
6. Salaries and allowances of the members of Parliament. 
7. Rules of procedure in Parliament. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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8. Privileges of the Parliament, its members and its committees. 
9. Use of English language in Parliament. 
10. Number of puisne judges in the Supreme Court. 
11. Conferment of more jurisdiction on the Supreme Court. 
12. Use of official language. 
13. Citizenship—acquisition and termination. 
14. Elections to Parliament and state legislatures. 
15. Delimitation of constituencies. 
16. Union territories. 
17. Fifth Schedule—administration of scheduled areas and scheduled tribes. 
18. Sixth Schedule—administration of tribal areas. 

 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Supreme Court has declared Right to decent environment including pollution free water as part of 
Article 21. 
 2. Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute with respect to the use, distribution 
and control of waters of any inter-state river and river valley. 
 3. Development of inter-state rivers, water supplies, irrigation and canals come under the Union List. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Right to decent environment including pollution free water and air and protection against hazardous industries is 
part of Article 21. 
 
While water supplies, irrigation and canals, drainage and embankments and storage fall in the State List, issues 
like development of inter-state rivers come under the Union List. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Anglo-Indians. 
 1. The term Anglo-Indian first appeared in the Indian Independence Act, 1947.  
 2. According to All India Anglo-Indians Association, West Bengal has the highest population of Anglo-
Indians in India. 
 3. Parliament passed the Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill, doing away with the provision for 
nomination of Anglo Indians to Lok Sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Parliament passed the Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill, extending reservation for SC/STs but doing away 
with the provision for nomination of Anglo Indians to Lok Sabha and some state Assemblies. 
 
The term Anglo-Indian first appeared in the Government of India Act, 1935. In the present context, Article 366(2) 
of the Constitution Of India states: “An Anglo-Indian means a person whose father or any of whose other male 
progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is domiciled within the territory of India and is 
or was born within such territory of parents habitually resident therein and not established there for temporary 
purposes only…” 
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Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements about pro- tem speaker. 
 1. Article 180 (1) of the Constitution gives the Governor the power to appoint a pro-tem Speaker. 

2. Powers of the Speaker pro-tem are not co-extensive with the powers of elected Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Article 180 (1) of the Constitution gives the Governor the power to appoint a pro-tem Speaker. The Article says 
that if the chair of the Speaker falls vacant and there is no Deputy Speaker to fill the position, the duties of the 
office shall be performed “by such member of the Assembly as the Governor may appoint for the purpose”. 
 
The powers of a pro-tem Speaker are wide. The Bombay High Court in its 1994 judgement in the Surendra 
Vassant Sirsat case holds that a pro-tem is Speaker of the House “for all purposes with all powers, privileges and 
immunities” until the Speaker is elected. 
The Odisha High Court also agreed in the Godavaris Misra versus Nandakisore Das, Speaker, Orissa Legislative 
Assembly case when it said the “powers of the Speaker pro-tem are co-extensive with the powers of elected 
Speaker”. 
 
14) Consider the following statements about Adjournment and Prorogation. 

1. The former terminates both the sitting and session of the house, while the latter only terminates the 
sitting of the house. 
2. Both are done by the presiding officer of the house. 
3. Both does not affect the bills or any other business pending before the house. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Adjournment        

1.It only terminates a sitting and not a session of the House. 
2. It is done by presiding officer of the House. 
3. It does not affect the bills or any other business pending before the House and the same can be 

resumed when the House meets again. 
 
Prorogation 
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1. It not only terminates a sitting but also a session of the House. 
2. It is done by the president of India. 
3. It also does not affect the bills or any other business pending before the House. However, all pending 
notices (other than those for introducing bills) lapse on prorogation and fresh notices have to be given for 
the next session. In Britain, prorogation brings to an end all bills or any other business pending before the 
House. 

 
15) The Secular character of the Indian State is evident from which of the following provisions of Indian 
Constitution. 

1. Preamble 
2. Fundamental Rights 
3. Fundamental Duties 

Select the correct code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: d) 

 
The Constitution of India stands for a secular state. Hence, it does not uphold any particular religion as the official 
religion of the Indian State. The following provisions of the Constitution reveal the secular character of the Indian 
State: 
(a) The term ‘secular’ was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act of 1976. 
(b) The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship. 
(c) The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the laws (Article 14). 
(d) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on the ground of religion (Article 15). 
(e) Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of public employment (Article 16). 
(f) All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, practice and 
propagate any religion (Article 25). 
(g) Every religious denomination or any of its section shall have the right to manage its religious affairs (Article 
26). 
(h) No person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the promotion of a particular religion (Article 27). 
(i) No religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution maintained by the State (Article 28). 
(j) Any section of the citizens shall have the right to conserve its distinct language, script or culture (Article 29). 
(k) All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice (Article 
30). 
(l) The State shall endeavour to secure for all the citizens a Uniform Civil Code (Article 44). 
 
The Indian Constitution embodies the positive concept of secularism, i.e., giving equal respect to all religions or 
protecting all religions equally. 
 
Fundamental Duties (Article 51-A): to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the 
people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to renounce practices 
derogatory to the dignity of women; 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Leader of the Opposition in either House of the Parliament of 
India.  
 1. The position of Leader of the Opposition received statutory recognition through the Salary and 
Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977 
 2. When no party in the Lok Sabha secures required seats to form an opposition party, then to designate a 
Leader of opposition, the matter is decided by the President of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Leader of the Opposition is the politician who leads the official opposition in either House of the Parliament 
of India. To claim the status of "official opposition” in either house a party has to secure 55 seats (10%) of the 
seats in the Lok Sabha and likewise 25 (10%) of the seats in the Rajya Sabha. 
 
It received statutory recognition through the Salary and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 
1977 which defines the term "Leader of the Opposition" as that member of the Lok Sabha or the Rajya 
Sabha who, for the time being, is the Leader of that House of the Party in Opposition to the Government having 
the greatest numerical strength and recognised, as such, by the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha or the Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha.  
 
As per the Salary and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977 by which the post has got 
official and statutory status, the majority required is decided by the heads of the houses, that is speaker and 
chairman as the case may be.  
 
Source  Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
 1. The Speaker of Lok Sabha leave the office just after dissolution of the assembly.  
 2. Business Advisory Committee and Rules Committee work directly under the Chairmanship of the 
Speaker. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Speaker of Lok Sabha does not leave the office just after dissolution of the assembly. He continues to be in 
the office till the newly formed assembly takes its first meeting and elects the new Speaker. 
 
Committees like the Business Advisory Committee, the General Purposes Committee and the Rules Committee 
work directly under her Chairmanship. 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Urban local bodies. 
 1. 74th Constitution Amendment Act of 1992 identifies 22 local level functions to be devolved to 
municipalities, including planning for economic and social development, regulation of land, construction of 
buildings, urban planning and public health. 
 2. Since the enactment of 74th Constitution Amendment Act, elections to urban local bodies is held once 
in every five years in all states in India. 
 3. As per the amended Municipal Corporation Act of 1888, Mayors are directly elected by the people in all 
states. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3  
 
 Solution: a) 
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In some States, elections to urban local bodies have not been held for years, defeating the lofty goal of 
decentralised governance. Tamil Nadu is a prominent example. The idea of giving more authority to the third tier 
of governance has suffered serious stunting, in spite of the 74th Constitution Amendment Act of 1992 identifying 
18 local level functions to be devolved, including planning for economic and social development, regulation of 
land, construction of buildings, urban planning and public health. The average of subjects devolved in all these 
years is nine, and does not include the major municipal services which continue to be run by parastatal 
authorities that answer to State governments. Newer devices used to bypass local bodies and priorities are styled 
as special schemes, such as urban renewal and smart cities, directly supervised by the Central government and 
partnered by State governments. 
 
In seven states Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand; Mayors 
are directly elected by the people. 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements about Contempt of Court. 

1. Civil contempt means wilful disobedience to any judgement and publication of any matter which 
lowers the authority of a court. 
2. Criminal contempt means doing an act that obstructs the administration of Justice. 
3. The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, states that fair criticism of any case which has been heard and 
decided is not contempt. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 3 only 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: c) 

 
Contempt of court may be civil or criminal.  
 
Civil contempt means wilful disobedience to any judgement, order, writ or other process of a court or wilful 
breach of an undertaking given to a court.  
 
Criminal contempt means the publication of any matter or doing an act which—(i) scandalises or lowers the 
authority of a court; or (ii) prejudices or interferes with the due course of 
a judicial proceeding; or (iii) interferes or obstructs the administration of justice in any other manner. 
 
The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, very clearly states that fair criticism of any case which has been heard and 
decided is not contempt.  
 
20) Which of the following statements is/are correct about the powers of the Governor of a state? 

1. He appoints the state election commissioner and determines his conditions of service and tenure of 
office.  
2. He decides on the question of disqualification of members of the state legislature in consultation with 
the Election Commission.  
3. He constitutes a state finance commission after every five years to review the financial position of the 
panchayats and the municipalities.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 3  
c) 2 only  
d) 1, 3  
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Solution: a) 
 
State Election Commissioner is also appointed by the Governor (though removed by the President).  
 
Governor is empowered under Article 192 to disqualify a member of a House of the State legislature when the 
election commission recommends that the legislator is no longer complying with provisions of Article 191. 
 
He causes to be laid before the State Legislature the annual financial statement which is the State Budget. Further 
no demand for grant shall be made except on his recommendation. They can also make advances out of the 
Contingency Fund of the State to meet any unforeseen expenditure. Moreover, he constitutes the Finance 
Commission of state. 
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2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following Nuclear power plants: 
 Nuclear power plant   Location 
 1. Tarapur    Andhra Pradesh 
 2. Rawatbhata    Rajasthan 
 3. Kaiga     Karnataka 
 4. Narora    Gujarat 
Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Tarapur – Maharashtra 
Narora – Uttar Pradesh 
 
2) What are the reasons for the break in the Indian Monsoon?  

1. The rains fail if the rain bearing storms are not very frequent along the Monsoon trough in northern 
India.  
2. The break in the monsoon is caused due to the wind blowing along the coast in parallel directions.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Solution: c) 

 
During the south-west monsoon period after having rains for a few days, if rain fails to occur for one or more 
weeks, it is known as break in the monsoon. These dry spells are quite common during the rainy season. These 
breaks in the different regions are due to different reasons: 
(i) In northern India rains are likely to fail if the rain-bearing storms are not very frequent along the monsoon 
trough or the ITCZ over this region. 
(ii) Over the west coast the dry spells are associated with days when winds blow parallel to the coast. 
 
3) Consider the following pairs: 
  Peak  Hills/ Range 
 1. Mt. Abu  : Aravalli 
 2. Anamudi :  Nilgiris 
 3. Kangchenjunga : Western Himalayas  
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

a) 1 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: a) 
  

Anamudi peak is located in Annamalai hills and Kangchenjunga is located in Eastern Himalayas. 
 
4) Consider the following statements 
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1. Sea of Galilee is mainly situated between Jordan and Israel. 
2. Israel and Jordan shares the border with Red Sea. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Sea of Galilee is Israel's largest freshwater lake. At 209 meters below sea level, it is the lowest freshwater lake 
on Earth, and the second lowest lake in the world after the Dead Sea, a saltwater lake. 

 
 
Red Sea: There are six countries (Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and Djibouti) bordering the Red Sea. 
 
5) Berring strait connects which of the following oceans/seas? 

1. Arctic Ocean 
2. Atlantic Ocean 
3. Pacific Ocean 
4. Mediterranean Sea 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
a) 1 and 2 
b) 1 and 3 
c) 2 and 4 
d) 3 and 4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Arctic Ocean is located within the Arctic Circle and surrounds the North Pole. It is connected with the Pacific 
Ocean by a narrow stretch of shallow water known as berring strait. 
 
6) Consider the following statements about distribution of salinity in water. 

1. Generally salinity is high in land locked regions compared to estuaries. 
2. The salinity variation in the Pacific Ocean is mainly due to its shape and larger areal extent. 
3. Highest salinity is recorded between 0 to 10-degree latitude because of high temperature and high 
evaporation. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
All waters in nature, whether rain water or ocean water, contain dissolved mineral salts. Salinity is the term used 
to define the total content of dissolved salts in sea water. It is calculated as the amount of salt (in gm) dissolved in 
1,000 gm (1 kg) of seawater. It is usually expressed as parts per thousand (o/oo) or ppt. Salinity is an important 
property of sea water. Salinity of 24.7 o/oo has been considered as the upper limit to demarcate ‘brackish water’. 
 
In the land locked Red Sea, salinity is as high as 41o/oo, while in the estuaries and the Arctic, the salinity 
fluctuates from 0 - 35 o/oo, seasonally. 
The salinity variation in the Pacific Ocean is mainly due to its shape and larger areal extent. 
The highest salinity is recorded between 15° and 20° latitudes. 
Maximum salinity (37 o/oo) is observed between 20° N and 30° N and 20° W - 60° W. It gradually decreases 
towards the north. 
 
7) Which among the following countries open out to Lake Victoria?  

1. Uganda  
2. Rwanda  
3. Kenya  
4. Tanzania  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: b) 

 
 

 
 
8) Which of the following is/are the principal tributaries of the Brahmaputra River? 
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1. Hindon 
2. Lohit 
3. Sindh 
4. Subansiri 
5. Dibang 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 4, 5  
c) 1, 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The principal tributaries of Brahmaputra River joining from right are the Lohit, the Dibang, the Subansiri, the 
Jiabharali, the Dhansiri, the Manas, the Torsa, the Sankosh and the Teesta whereas the Burhidihing, the Desang, 
the Dikhow, the Dhansiri and the Kopili joins it from left. 
 
Hindon and Sindh are the tributaries of Yamuna River. 
 
9) In which of the following states/UTs you are most likely to find Tropical evergreen forest, semi evergreen, 
deciduous, Pine and Temperate forests? 

a) Arunachal Pradesh 
b) Kerala 
c) Andaman and Nicobar 
d) Karnataka 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Situated on the northeastern tip of the country, the state of Arunachal Pradesh is a part of Eastern Himalayan 
Ranges. The important forests types found in the state are Tropical evergreen, semi evergreen, deciduous, Pine, 
Temperate, Alpine and grassland. 
 
10) Which of the following crops require moderate temperature and rainfall during growing season and bright 
sunshine at the time of harvest? 

a) Rice and maize 
b) Wheat and maize 
c) Wheat and Cotton 
d) Jute and Cotton 

   
Solution: b) 

 
For rice, high rainfall, temperature and clayey soil is required which can hold water. 
 
For Cotton, light rainfall is needed. For Jute high rainfall and temperature is needed. 
 
Wheat requires moderate temperature and rainfall during growing season and bright sunshine at the time of 
harvest. It thrives best in well drained loamy soil. 
                                                                                
Maize requires moderate temperature, rainfall and lots of sunshine. It needs well-drained fertile soils.  
 
11) The Himalayan Mountains are an example of 

a) Extraterrestrial impact. 
b) Continent-ocean convergence. 
c) A subduction zone. 
d) Continent-continent convergence. 
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Solution: d) 

 
The Himalayan mountain range and Tibetan plateau have formed as a result of the collision between the Indian 
Plate and Eurasian Plate which began 50 million years ago and continues today. 
The image below shows the process 
The Himalayas are still rising by more than 1 cm per year as India continues to move northwards into Asia, which 
explains the occurrence of shallow focus earthquakes in the region today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12) Which of the following statements describes the Radial drainage pattern. 
 a) The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree 
 b) When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary tributaries join them 
at right angles 
 c) When the rivers discharge their waters from all directions in a lake or depression 
 d) When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Important Drainage Patterns 

(i) The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree is known as “dendritic” the examples of which 
are the rivers of northern plain. 
(ii) When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions, the drainage pattern is known as 
‘radial’. The rivers originating from the Amarkantak range present a good example of it. 
(iii) When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary tributaries join them 
at right angles, the pattern is known as ‘trellis’. 
(iv) When the rivers discharge their waters from all directions in a lake or depression, the pattern is 
known as ‘centripetal’. 

 
13) Which of the following famous regions are found in the Great Himalayas and the Pir Panjal range?  

1. Kashmir Valley  
2. Siachen Glacier  
3. Dal Lake  
4. Baltoro glacier  
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Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
c) 2, 4  
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: b)  

 
All these regions are found in between Great Himalayan range and Pir Panjal.  
The Kashmir Himalayas are also famous for Karewa formations, which are useful for the cultivation of Zafran, a 
local variety of saffron.  
Some of the important passes of the region are Zoji La on the Great Himalayas, Banihal on the Pir Panjal, Photu La 
on the Zaskar and Khardung La on the Ladakh range. Some of the important fresh lakes such as Dal and Wular and 
salt water lakes such as Pangong Tso and Tso Moriri are also in this region. 
 
14) Caspian Sea is bordered by  

a) Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Iran  
b) Russia, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Iran  
c) Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran  
d) Russia, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan  
 
Solution: c) 

  
Caspian Sea is bordered by following countries: 

 
 
15) Duncan Passage lies between 
 a) North Andaman and South Andaman 
 b) Little Andaman and Car Nicobar 
 c) South Andaman and Little Andaman 
 d) Car Nicobar and Little Nicobar 
 
 Solution: c) 
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16) Which of the following phenomenon is/are responsible for thunderstorms formation?  

1. Condensation  
2. High temperature and humidity  
3. Orography  
4. Vertical wind  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: d)  

 
All are responsible for thunderstorms. 
 
A thunderstorm, is a storm characterized by the presence of lightning and its acoustic effect on the Earth's 
atmosphere, known as thunder. 
 
Thunderstorms occur in a type of cloud known as a cumulonimbus. They are usually accompanied by strong 
winds, and often produce heavy rain and sometimes snow, sleet, or hail, but some thunderstorms produce little 
precipitation or no precipitation at all. 
 
Thunderstorms result from the rapid upward movement of warm, moist air, sometimes along a front. As the 
warm, moist air moves upward, it cools, condenses, and forms a cumulonimbus cloud that can reach heights of 
over 20 kilometres. As the rising air reaches its dew point temperature, water vapor condenses into water 
droplets or ice, reducing pressure locally within the thunderstorm cell. Any precipitation falls the long distance 
through the clouds towards the Earth's surface. As the droplets fall, they collide with other droplets and become 
larger. The falling droplets create a downdraft as it pulls cold air with it, and this cold air spreads out at the Earth's 
surface, occasionally causing strong winds that are commonly associated with thunderstorms. 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Tigris River flows through Turkey and Iraq. 
 2. Mekong River flows through parts of Arunachal Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
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 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Tigris is the eastern of the two great rivers that define Mesopotamia, the other being the Euphrates. The river 
flows south from the mountains of south-eastern Turkey through Iraq and empties into the Persian Gulf. 
 
The Mekong is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. From the Tibetan Plateau the river runs through China's 
Yunnan Province, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam.  
 
18) Consider the following statements. 

1. India's longest river bridge is Dhola-Sadiya bridge on Lohit River. 
2. Lohit is the tributary of Ganga River. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b)  

 
Dhola–Sadiya Bridge connects northeast states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge spans the Lohit River, 
a major tributary of the Brahmaputra River. It is the longest bridge in India over water. However, Kacchi Dargah–
Bidupur Bridge under construction in the Indian state of Bihar, is expected to become the longest bridge in India 
upon its completion. 
 
19) Kamlang wildlife sanctuary is located in 

a) Arunachal Pradesh 
b) Nagaland 
c) Uttarakhand 
d) Manipur 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary is situated in the Lohit District of Arunachal Pradesh. The park is named after the 
Kamlang River which flows through it.  
 
20) India's National Waterway-1 passes through which of the following states 

1. Uttar Pradesh 
2. Bihar 
3. Jharkhand 
4. Chhattisgarh 
5. West Bengal 

Select the correct answer code 
a) 1, 2, 3 only 
b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
c) 1, 2, 3, 5 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The NW-1 passes through West Bengal, Jharkhand, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. 
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3. Economy 
 
1) An economy is said to have reached its highest possible efficiency when 
 a) Unemployment level has been consistently maintained at zero 
 b) Equal income level has been reached for all economic agents 
 c) Factors of production are allocated optimally in the production of goods and services 
 d) Economy is utilizing all its natural resources in production 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Economic efficiency is when every scarce resource in an economy is used and distributed among producers and 
consumers in a way that produces the most economic output and benefit to consumers. 
Economic efficiency can involve efficient production decisions within firms and industries, efficient consumption 
decisions by individual consumers, and efficient distribution of consumer and producer goods across individual 
consumers and firms. 
 
It is not necessary that income levels will be equal when resources are efficiently allocated. 
 
2) Which of the following reduce accumulation of capital stock in the economy? 
 1. Depreciation of assets  
 2. Spending on infrastructure rather than capacity building of financial institutions 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  
 Solution: a) 
 
Statement 1: Depreciation is the gradual decrease in the economic value of the capital stock of a firm, nation or 
other entity. It can happen either by physical depreciation like wear and tear or obsolescence or by changes in the 
demand for the services of the capital in question.  
 
Statement 2: Capital stock is anything that adds to the productive capacity of the economy. Spending on 
infrastructure actually increase the capital stock of the nation.  
 
3) International capital flows have been uncertain and volatile, causing exchange rate and balance of payment 
crises. Among the various sources of external capital available to India which source is most preferable one? 

a) Foreign Institutional Investment 
b) Portfolio Investment 
c) External Commercial Borrowing 
d) Foreign Direct Investment 
 
Solution: d) 

 
FDI is one of the reliable type of investment. FDI investment setup business in an economy, provide jobs and 
increase economic activities. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Participatory notes. 
 1. Participatory notes are instruments used for making investments in the stock markets. 
 2. It is issued by a registered foreign institutional investor (FII) to an overseas investor. 
 3. It is mandatory for an overseas investor to register themselves with SEBI. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
A participatory note, commonly known as a P-note or PN, is an instrument issued by a registered 
foreign institutional investor (FII) to an overseas investor who wishes to invest in Indian stock markets without 
registering themselves with the market regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 
 
5) Consider the following statements about European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 
 1. The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) is an international financial institution 
that supports projects from eastern Europe to central Asia and the southern and eastern Mediterranean. 
 2. The mandate of the EBRD stipulates that it must only work in countries that are committed to 
democratic principles. 
 3. India is yet to join European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
India has joined the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) as the 69th shareholder, paving 
the way for more joint investment with Indian companies across the EBRD’s regions. 
Membership of EBRD would enhance India’s international profile and promote its economic interests. 
It will also give access to EBRD’s Countries of Operation and sector knowledge. 
 
The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) is an international financial institution that 
supports projects in over 30 countries, from eastern Europe to central Asia and the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean. 
 
Investing primarily in private sector clients whose needs cannot be fully met by the market, the EBRD promotes 
entrepreneurship and fosters transition towards open and democratic market economies. 
 
EBRD Mandate: 

o The mandate of the EBRD stipulates that it must only work in countries that are committed to 
democratic principles. 

o Respect for the environment is part of the strong corporate governance attached to all EBRD 
investments. 

 
6) Which of the following best describes ‘Bank Rate’?  

a) It is the rate at which banks lend to their best customers based on the previous balance sheet record.  
b) It is the rate at which central bank lends money to the commercial banks.  
c) It is the rate at which bank penalizes the customers if they not paid interest regularly  
d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct.  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Bank rates influence lending rates of commercial banks. Higher bank rate will translate to higher lending rates by 
the banks.  
 
7) Consider the following statements about Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI). 
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 1. ICI provide an advance indication on production performance of industries of ‘core’ nature before the 
release of Index of Industrial Production. 
 2. The Index is compiled and released by Central Statistics Office.  
 3. Refinery Products are not part of eight core industries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance of industries of ‘core’ 
nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP). ICI measures collective and individual 
performance of production in selected eight core industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Petroleum Refinery 
Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement and Electricity.  
The Index is compiled and released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA). 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding India’s External Debt. 
 1. The debtors can be Union government, state governments, corporations or citizens of India. 
 2. Long-term borrowings dominate India's external debt.  
 3. The largest of India's external debt is the United States dollar.  
 4. Multilateral debt by the international financial institutions is the largest component of external debt. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The external debt of India is the total debt the country owes to foreign creditors. The debtors can be the Union 
government, state governments, corporations or citizens of India. The debt includes money owed to 
private commercial banks, foreign governments, or international financial institutions such as the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 
Long-term borrowings (more than a year to maturity) dominate India's external debt.  
Commercial borrowings remained the largest component of external debt, with a share of 38.4 per cent, followed 
by non-resident deposits (24 per cent) and short-term trade credit (18.7 per cent). 
 
Source 
 
9) Gross capital formation will necessarily increase if: 

1. Gross domestic savings increases 
2. Gross domestic consumption increases 
3. GDP increases 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) None 
 
Solution: d) 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DIndex_of_Eight_Core_Industries
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/external-debt-rises-to-557-4-billion-till-june/articleshow/71379343.cms?from=mdr


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                       23                                              www.insightsactivelearn.com  

Gross capital formation, in simple terms is equivalent to investment made. It was earlier called gross domestic 
investment. The part of GDP that is used is called gross domestic consumption, while the part that is saved is 
gross domestic savings (GDS). Some part of this GDS will be re-invested back, and that is called gross capital 
formation. Now, an increase in GDP or GDS will not necessarily lead to an increase in capital formation. Because 
how much is invested back will depend on many other factors. 
 
10) Which of the following factors are considered for determining Minimum Support Prices? 
 1. Cost of production 
 2. Inter-crop price parity 
 3. Effect on cost of living 
 4. International price situation 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In formulating the recommendations in respect of the level of minimum support prices and other non-price 
measures, the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices takes into account, apart from a comprehensive view 
of the entire structure of the economy of a particular commodity or group of commodities, the following factors:- 

• Cost of production 

• Changes in input prices 

• Input-output price parity 

• Trends in market prices 

• Demand and supply 

• Inter-crop price parity 

• Effect on industrial cost structure 

• Effect on cost of living 

• Effect on general price level 

• International price situation 

• Parity between prices paid and prices received by the farmers. 

• Effect on issue prices and implications for subsidy 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Open market operations. 
 1. Open market operations are conducted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) with an objective to adjust 
the rupee liquidity conditions in the market on a durable basis. 
 2. These operations are conducted only on quarterly basis in a manner that balances inflation while 
helping banks continue to lend. 
 3. RBI carries out the Open market operations through commercial banks and does not directly deal with 
the public.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
What are open market operations? 
They are conducted by the RBI by way of sale or purchase of government securities (g-secs) to adjust money 
supply conditions. 
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The central bank sells g-secs to suck out liquidity from the system and buys back g-secs to infuse liquidity into the 
system. 
These operations are often conducted on a day-to-day basis in a manner that balances inflation while helping 
banks continue to lend. 
The RBI uses OMO along with other monetary policy tools such as repo rate, cash reserve ratio and statutory 
liquidity ratio to adjust the quantum and price of money in the system. 
When the RBI wants to increase the money supply in the economy, it purchases the government securities from 
the market and it sells government securities to suck out liquidity from the system. 
RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public.  
 
12) As per agriculture Census consider the following Categorisation of Farmers. 
 1. Small Farmer- Below 2.00 hectare 
 2. Medium Farmer- 4.00-10.00 hectare 
 3. Large Farmer- 10.00 hectare and above 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In agriculture Census, the operational holdings are categorised in five size classes as follows: 
Marginal: Below 1.00 hectare. 
Small: 1.00-2.00 hectare. 
Semi- Medium: 2.00-4.00 hectare. 
Medium: 4.00-10.00 hectare. 
Large: 10.00 hectare and above. 
 
Source 
 
13) With reference to the currency market, the term “Convertibility” is used to denote 

1. Freedom to exchange currencies like commodities across the counter. 
2. Freedom to invest globally. 
3. Freedom to residents to remit outside the country. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only 
d) None 
 
Solution: a) 

 
• Convertibility is the quality that allows money or other financial instruments to be converted into other liquid 
stores of value. 
• Convertibility is an important factor in international trade, where instruments valued in different currencies 
must be exchanged. 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. GDP is the total market value of all goods and services produced in the economy during a particular 
year, excluding taxes and subsidies on products.  
 2. Real GDP growth measures how much the production of goods and services in the economy has 
increased in actual physical terms during a year.  
 3. Nominal GDP growth helps to measure the increase in incomes resulting from rise in both production 
and prices. 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
GDP is the total market value of all goods and services produced in the economy during a particular year, inclusive 
of all taxes and subsidies on products. The market value taken at current prices is the nominal GDP. The value 
taken at constant prices — that is prices for all products taken at an unchanged base year — is the real GDP. 
 
In simple terms, real GDP is nominal GDP stripped of inflation. Real GDP growth thus measures how much the 
production of goods and services in the economy has increased in actual physical terms during a year. Nominal 
GDP growth, on the other hand, is a measure of the increase in incomes resulting from rise in both production 
and prices. 
 
Source 
 
15) Predatory pricing policy is designed to 

a) Drive competitors out of business 
b) Maximise profits 
c) Encourage entrants into the market 
d) Attain least cost output 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Predatory Pricing – the pricing of goods or services at such a low level that other firms cannot compete and are 
forced to leave the market. 
 
16) Which of the following constitutes Liabilities of Reserve Bank of India. 
 1. Notes in Circulation 
 2. Deposits of the Central Government 
 3. Paid-up Capital and Reserve Fund 
 4. Rupee Securities 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Liabilities of Reserve Bank 
 
Notes Issued: The currency notes issued by the Reserve Bank are the Reserve Bank’s liability. 
 
Notes in Circulation 
 
Notes held in the Banking Department 
 
Deposits: These represent the cash balances maintained with the Reserve Bank by the Central and State 
Governments, banks, all India financial institutions, such as, Export Import Bank (EXIM Bank) and NABARD, foreign 
central banks, international financial institutions, and the balance in different accounts relating to the Employees’ 
Provident Fund, Gratuity and Superannuation Funds. 
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Paid-up Capital and Reserve Fund: The Capital of the Bank, of ` 0.05 billion, is held by the Government of India and 
reserve funds i.e. Credit (Long-term Operations) Fund, National Agricultural Credit (Stabilisation) Fund, National 
Industrial Credit (Long-term Operations) Fund of the Bank are part of other liability. 
 
Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding managed floating exchange rate system. 
 1. During times of heavy capital inflows, RBI occasionally intervenes by purchasing the dollars 
and this is known as managed float. 
 2. Objective of this intervention is to minimise the fluctuation in the exchange rate of rupee.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Managed float regime is the current international financial environment in which exchange rates fluctuate from 
day to day, but central banks attempt to influence their countries' exchange rates by buying and 
selling currencies to maintain a certain range.  
 
Objective of this intervention is to minimise the fluctuation in the exchange rate of rupee.  
  
18) Which of the following are not the components of Non-tax revenue receipts? 
 1. Government earning Dividends and profits from PSUs. 
 2. Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
 3. State governments receiving grants from the Central Government 
 4. Wealth Tax 
 5. Value Added Tax (VAT) 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 2, 4, 5 
 d) 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Revenue receipts are of two types viz. Tax Revenue and Non-tax revenue. 
Tax revenues are either direct taxes or indirect taxes. Income Tax, Corporate tax, Gift Tax, Wealth Tax and 
Property tax etc. are direct taxes. Sales tax, Value Added Tax (VAT), Goods and Services tax (GST) are indirect tax.  
Non-Tax Revenue Receipts are those revenue receipts which are not generated by Taxing the public. They include: 
Money which the Government earns as “Dividends and profits” from public enterprises (PSUs). Interest which the 
Government earns on the money lent by it to external or internal borrowers. 
Money received through stamp printing, currency printing, medal printing etc. 
Money which the government accrues as fees, fines, penalties etc. 
Grants the Government of India receives from the external sources. 
In case of the state Governments, it may be the internal grant from the central Government. 
 
19) Consider the following statements with reference to Minimum Support Price (MSP): 

1. MSP are announced by the Government of India for all crops grown during all the three seasons. 
2. MSP for food grains is kept necessarily higher than market price of the grains. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
MSP is announced for selected crops (22 mandated crops: 14 crops of the kharif season viz. paddy, jowar, bajra, 
maize, ragi, arhar, moong, urad, groundnut-inshell, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, nigerseed and cotton; 6 rabi 
crops viz. wheat, barley, gram, masur(lentil), rapeseed/mustard and safflower ; and two other commercial crops 
viz. jute and copra; MSPs of toria and de-husked coconut are fixed on the basis of the MSPs of rapeseed/mustard 
and copra, respectively) 
 
Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is announced for sugarcane 
 
MSP price is kept relatively lower than market price. 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 

1. Economic growth will always lead to inflation. 
2. Economic growth will always lead to a fall in poverty and increase in per capita income. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Statement 1: If high growth results in an imbalance of supply and demand (greater than supply), then inflation is 
likely. On the other hand, if supply outstrips demand due to high growth, prices will be depressed. 
 
Statement 2: High growths are necessary for reducing poverty, but high growths may not always reduce poverty. 
 
The benefits of high growth may be restricted to the top earners of the population and little or no benefit may 
accrue to the BPL. 
Also, whether Economic growth results in increase in per capita income depends on whether the population of 
the country has grown or not. If population growth has outpaced economic growth rate, then per capita income 
will reduce. 
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4. Art and Culture 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. Buddhist themes have been wall painted in Ajanta. 
2. Bagh caves are renowned for mural paintings.  
3. The rock shelters and caves of Bhimbetka host paintings of geometric patterns. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) None  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Statement 1:  Padmapani, Bodhisattva are some of the major examples.  
Statement 2:  The paintings from Bagh caves in Madhya Pradesh correspond to some paintings of Ajanta. 
However, these paintings are materialistic rather than spiritualistic. 
Statement 3: The rock shelters and caves of Bhimbetka have a large number of paintings. The oldest paintings are 
considered to be 30,000 years old, but some of the geometric figures date to as recently as the medieval period. 
The colours used are vegetable colors which have endured through time. 
 
2) Consider the following statements: 

1. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of India is taken from 
Chandogya Upanishad 
2. The Words ‘Satyameva Jayate’ were originally inscribed on the Lion Capital of Ashoka around 250 BCE. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Satyameva Jayate is a mantra from the ancient Indian scripture Mundaka Upanishad. Following the independence 
of India, it was adopted as the national motto of India in 26 January 1950.  
It is inscribed in script at the base of the national emblem. The emblem and the words “Satyameva Jayate” are 
inscribed on one side of all Indian currency.  
The emblem is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka which was erected around 250 BCE at Sarnath, near 
Varanasi in the north Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.  
 
3) Consider the following statements with respect to Vajrayana. 

1. Its followers believed that salvation could be most attained by acquiring the magical power. 
2. The chief divinities of this new sect were the Taras. 
3. It became popular in southern India particularly Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 2, 3  
b) 1, 2  
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Vajrayana is form of Tantric Buddhism that developed in India and neighbouring countries, notably Tibet. Its 
followers believed that salvation could be most attained by acquiring the magical power, which they called Vajra. 
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The chief divinities of this new sect were the Taras. It became popular in eastern India, particularly Bengal and 
Bihar. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding the importance of Kanchi in context of Ancient India. 

1. Ghatika at Kanchi was an ancient centre of learning attracting students from India and abroad. 
 2. It was known as the religious capital of the Southern India. 

3. Kanchi hosts Kailasanathar which is one of the largest and most ornate ancient temples in the whole of 
India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Once a capital of the Pallava dynasty, Kanchipuram was also a noted centre of learning for Tamil and Sanskrit 
scholars. Dinganaga, a Buddhist writer came to study at Kanchi.  
It hosts many temples dedicated to Shiva and Vishnu.  
Kanchi was also the home of the famous 6th century CE poet Bharavi who wrote the Kiratarjuniya and the famous 
11th to 12th century CE Hindu philosopher Ramanuja.  
Still today an important religious centre, the site has over hundred temples and is also noted for its production of 
fine silk saris. 
 
5) The famous temples of Brihadeswara at Thanjavur, Gangaikonda Cholapuram and Darasuram were built during 
the reigns of the 

a) Pallavas 
b) Cholas 
c) Chalukyas 
d) Pandyas 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The tradition of building temples and embellishing them with carvings and paintings continued during the reign of 
the Chola kings who ruled over the region from the ninth to the thirteenth century.  
But it was in the eleventh century, when the Cholas reached their zenith of power, that masterpieces of Chola art 
and architecture began to appear.  
The temples of Brihadeswara at Thanjavur, Gangaikonda Cholapuram and Darasuram were built during the reigns 
of Rajaraja Chola and his son, Rajendra Chola. 
Though Chola paintings are seen in Nartamalai, the most important are those in Brihadeswara temple. 
 
6) Consider the following about Pattachitra paintings. 

1. They are practiced in Odisha. 
 2. They are cloth-based scroll paintings. 
 3. They are completely secular or non-religious in nature. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 2 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: c) 

 
Pattachitra is a general term for traditional, cloth-based scroll painting based in Odisha. 
Most of these paintings depict stories of Hindu deities.  
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These paintings are based on Hindu mythology and specially inspired by Jagannath and Vaishnava sect. 
All colours used in the Paintings are natural. The 'pattachitra' resemble the old murals of Odisha especially 
religious centres of Puri, Konark and Bhubaneshwar region, dating back to the 5th century BC. 
 
7) Consider the following statements with reference to Sant Kabir. 

1. Kabir is known for being critical of both Hinduism and Islam. 
2. Kabir’s legacy survives and continues through the Kabir Panth, a religious community that recognizes 

him as its founder. 
3. His teachings are in the form of couplets known as Dohas. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Kabir was a 15th century Indian mystic poet and saint, whose writings influenced Hinduism’s Bhakti movement 
and his verses are found in Sikhism’s scripture Guru Granth Sahib. His early life was in a Muslim family, but he was 
strongly influenced by his teacher, the Hindu bhakti leader Ramananda. Kabir is known 
for being critical of both Hinduism and Islam. 
 
Kabir’s legacy survives and continues through the Kabir panth, a religious community that recognizes him as its 
founder. His Teachings are in the form of couplets known as Dohas. Questioned dogmas and rituals in both 
Hinduism and Islam, preached monism and Nirguna Brahma. During his lifetime, he was threatened by both 
Hindus and Muslims for his views. When he died, both Hindus and Muslims had claimed him as theirs. His 
teachings openly ridiculed all forms of external worship of both Brahmanical Hinduism and Islam, the pre-
eminence of the priestly classes and the caste system. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 

1. It was known as the Kakanava and Bota-Sriparvata in ancient times. 
 2. It has the singular distinction of having specimen of Buddhist art and architecture from the early 
Mauryan period. 
 3. It is a world heritage site. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Bodh-Gaya 
 b) Sanchi 
 c) Ajanta Caves 
 d) Elephanta Caves 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Sanchi, also known as Kakanaya, Kakanava, Kakanadabota and Bota-Sriparvata in ancient times is situated in the 
state of Madhya Pradesh. It is a religious place with historical and archaeological significance. Sanchi is famous in 
the world for stupas, monolithic Asokan pillar, temples, monasteries and sculptural wealth dating from 3rd 
century B.C. to 12th century A.D. 
 
The Sanchi stupas are noteworthy for their gateways as they contain ornamented depiction of incidents from the 
life of Buddha and his previous incarnations, "Bodhisattvas", as described in the Jataka tales. Here, Gautam 
Buddha is depicted by symbols, such as the wheel, which represents his teaching. 
Sanchi was virtually forgotten after the 13th Century until 1818, when General Taylor, a British Officer 
rediscovered it, half buried and well preserved. Later in 1912, Sir John Marshal, Director General of Archaeology, 
ordered the restoration work at the site. 
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During Sunga times, several edifices were raised at Sanchi and its surrounding hills. The Asokan stupa was 
enlarged and faced with stones and decorated with balustrades, staircase and a harmika on the top. The 
reconstruction of Temple 40 and erection of Stupas 2 and 3 also date back to the same time. In the first century 
B.C., the Andhra-Satavahanas, who had extended their sway over the eastern Malwa, caused the elaborately 
carved gateways to Stupa 1. From the second to 4th century A.D., Sanchi and Vidisha came under the Kushanas 
and Kshatrapas and subsequently passed on to the hands of the Guptas. During the Gupta period, some temples 
were built and sculptures were added. 
 
The largest stupa, known as the Great Stupa, is surrounded by a railing with four carved gateways facing all the 
four directions of the compass. The gateways were probably carved around 100 A.D. Stupas are large 
hemispherical domes, containing a central chamber, in which the relics of the Buddha were placed. The stupas at 
Sanchi trace the development of the Buddhist architecture and sculpture at the same location beginning from 
3rd century B.C. to 12th century A.D. One of the most interesting features of all the sculptures here, is the lack of 
images of the Buddha in human form. The carvings have a wonderful vitality and show a world where people and 
animals live together in happiness, harmony and plenty. stylised depiction of nature is exquisite. Lord Buddha has 
been shown symbolically in inanimate figures. Presently under a UNESCO project, Sanchi and another Buddhist 
site, Satdhara, is being further excavated, conserved and environmentally developed. 
 
9) Consider the following places and the features associated with them.  

1. Khajuraho         A. Chaitya Hall 
2. Sanchi                B. The Stupa 
3. Karle                  C. Kandariya Temple 
4. Deogarh              D. Dashavatara Temple 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1C, 2B, 3A, 4D  
b) 1D, 2C, 3B, 4A 
c) 1A, 2D, 3C, 4B 
d) 1B, 2C, 3D, 4A 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Kandariya Mahadeva Temple, one of the best examples of temples preserved from the medieval period in 
India, is the largest of the western group of temples in the Khajuraho complex which was built by the Chandela 
rulers. Karla Cells are a complex of ancient Indian Buddhist rock-cut cave shrines located in Maharashtra. The 
caves house a Buddhist monastery dating back to the 2nd century BC. 
The Dashavatara temple is one of the earliest Hindu stone temples still surviving today. Vishnu Temple shows the 
ornate beauty seen in Gupta style architecture. 
 
10) Consider the following statements with reference to Jaina sects.  

1. The Svetambara tradition of Jainism trace their lineage through Sthulabhadra. 
2. As per the Digambara sect of Jainism, Bhadrabahu was the last Shruta Kevalin.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c)  

 
By the end of the fourth century B.C., there was a serious famine in the Ganges valley. Many Jain monks led by 
Bhadrabagu and Chandragupta Maurya came to Sravana Belgola in Karnataka. 
Those who stayed back in north India were led by a monk named Sthulabahu who changed the code of conduct 
for the monks.  
This led to the division of Jainism into two sects Svetambaras (whiteclad) and Digambaras (Sky-clad or Naked). 
The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by Sthulabahu in the beginning of the 3rd century B.C.  
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According to the Digambara sect of Jainism, there were five Shruta Kevalins in Jainism - Govarddhana Mahamuni, 
Vishnu, Nandimitra, Aparajita and Bhadrabahu. 
Shrutakevalin is a term used in Jainism for those ascetics who have complete knowledge of Jain Agama (texts).  
 
11) Consider the following statements about Vaisheshika School. 

1. It believes in the physicality of the Universe. 
2. They believe that all material objects are made of atoms. 
3. They argue for scientific thinking and do not believe in god. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Vaisheshika school believes in the physicality of the Universe and is considered to be the realistic and 
objective philosophy that governs the universe. The Kanada is often considered the founder of this school. They 
argue that everything in the universe was created by the five main elements: fire, air, water, earth and ether 
(sky). 
As this school has a very scientific approach, they also developed the atomic theory, i.e. all material objects are 
made of atoms. 
On the subject of god, even though they argue for scientific thinking, they believe in god and consider him the 
guiding principal. 
 
12) Consider the following statements about the classical dance ‘Mohiniattam’. 

1. It is essentially a group dance performance by women. 
2. The Tandava aspect of dance is dominant. 
3. It is based on secular themes. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Mohiniattam is essentially a solo dance performance by women in the state of Kerala. Mohiniattam combines the 
grace and elegance of Bharatnatyam with the vigour of Kathakali. There is a marked absence of thumping of 
footsteps and the footwork is gentle. 
Mohiniattam generally narrates the story of the feminine dance of Vishnu. The Lasya aspect (beauty, grace) of 
dance is dominant in a Mohiniattam recital. Hence, it is mainly performed by female dancers. 
 
13) The well-known Brihadisvara Temple is famous for houses paintings of Hindu deities and dedicated to Shiva, 
which was built by 

a) Pallava’s 
b) Pandya’s 
c) Vijaya nagara kingdom 
d) Chola’s 

 
 Solution: d) 
 
Brihadisvara Temple is a Hindu temple dedicated to Shiva located in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu. It follows Dravidian 
architecture. It is called as Dhakshina Meru (Meru of south). Built by Raja Raja Chola I between 1003 and 1010 AD, 
the temple is a part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site known as the “Great Living Chola Temples”, along with 
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the Chola dynasty era Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple and Airavatesvara temple. Built out of granite, the 
vimana tower above the sanctum is one of the tallest in South India. 
 
14) Tholu Bommalata, is the traditional puppetry art form of 

a) Karnataka 
b) Tamil Nadu 
c) Telagana 
d) Andhra Pradesh 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Tholu Bommalata is the shadow puppet theatre tradition of the state of Andhra Pradesh. Tholu Bommalata 
literally means “the dance of leather puppets”. The puppeteers make up some of the various entertainers who 
perform all night and usually re-enact various stories from Hindu epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 
Its performers the part of a group of wandering entertainers and peddlers who pass through villages during the 
course of a year and offer to sing ballads, tell fortunes, sell amulets, perform acrobatics, charm snakes, weave 
fishnets, tattoo local people and mend pots. 
 
15) Consider the following statements 

1. Ancient temples in Rajasthan and Madhya Pardesh are made from sandstone 
2. Wooden buildings are prominently found in temples of hill region 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution: c) 

 
Ancient temples of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan share many traits. The most visible is that they 
are made of sandstone.  
Some of the oldest surviving structural temples from the Gupta Period are in Madhya Pradesh. Keep in mind that 
Rajasthan is the region of sandstones.  
 
The hills had their own tradition of wooden buildings with pitched roofs. At several places in the hills, therefore, 
you will find that while the main garbhagriha and shikhara are made in a rekha-prasada or Latina style, 
the mandapa is of an older form of wooden architecture. Sometimes, the temple itself takes on a pagoda shape. 
 
16) The Buddha taught that suffering and unhappiness is caused because  

1. We have cravings and desires which often cannot be fulfilled. 
2. We do not practice immobile asceticism.  
3. The basic condition of the existence of nature is suffering.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 2 only 
b) 1, 3  
c) 1 only 
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: c)  

 
Buddha taught that sometimes, even if we get what we want, we are not satisfied, and want even more (or want 
other things). The Buddha described this as thirst or tanha.  
He taught that this constant craving could be removed by following moderation in everything. 
Buddha was against the passive dying out of karma by practicing immobile asceticism. He said one cannot be 
liberated by this practice that involves sitting motionlessly for extended periods of time.  
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17) Madhyamaka and Yogacara are philosophical traditions related to 

a) Tantra 
b) Vedanta 
c) Yoga 
d) Buddhism 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Madhyamaka and Yogācāra are the two main philosophical trajectories associated with the Mahāyāna stream of 
Buddhist thought.  
 
Madhyamaka refers to a tradition of Buddhist philosophy and practice founded by the Indian 
philosopher Nāgārjuna (c. 150-250 CE). The foundational text of the Mādhyamaka tradition 
is Nāgārjuna's Mūlamadhyamakakārikā. Madhyamaka thought had a major influence on the subsequent 
development of the Mahayana Buddhist tradition. It is the dominant interpretation of Buddhist philosophy 
in Tibetan Buddhism and has also been influential in East Asian Buddhist thought. 
 
Yogacara is an influential tradition of Buddhist philosophy and psychology emphasizing the study 
of cognition, perception, and consciousness through the interior lens of meditative and yogic practices. 
 
18) Consider the following statements about Kathakali. 

1. Kathakali has its source in Ramanattam and Krishnattam. 
2. It is also closely related to ancient martial-arts performance. 
3. It involves both dance and drama. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: d) 

 
In the temples of Kerala, two forms of dance-drama, Ramanattam and Krishnattam, evolved under the patronage 
of feudal lords, narrating episodes from Ramayana and Mahabharata. These folk drama traditions latter became 
the source of Kathakali. It is closely related to Koodiyattam (Sanskrit 
darama tradition) and other ancient martial-arts performance also. 
 
It involves both dance and drama and the two cannot be clearly separated. 
 
19) Consider the following martial arts in India and the places they are mainly associated with. 

1. Kalaripayattu – Originated in Tamil Nadu 
2. Thang-ta – Tripura 
3. Mardani Khel – Maharashtra 

Which of the above are incorrectly matched? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Kalaripayattu - One of the oldest martial arts in India, Kalaripayattu, although practiced in most parts of southern 
India, originated in the state of Kerala in the 4th century A. D. 
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Thang-ta - Created by the Meitei people of Manipur, Thang-ta is an armed martial art that finds its mention in the 
most lethal combat forms. 
 
Mardani Khel - This is a traditional Maharashtrian armed martial art, which is practiced widely in the district of 
Kolhapur. 
 
20) Saptamatrikas are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of their 
respective consorts. They are 
 1. Brahmani 
 2. Maheshvari 
 3. Lakshmi 
 4. Varahi  
 5. Saraswati 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Who are Saptamatrikas? 
They are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of their respective 
consorts. 
They are Brahmani (wife of Brahma), Maheshvari (wife of Shiva), Kaumari (wife of Kumara), Vaishnavi (wife 
of Vishnu), Varahi (wife of Varaha, or the boar, an avatar [incarnation] of Vishnu), Indrani (wife of Indra), 
and Chamunda, or Yami (wife of Yama). 
There are references of Saptamatrika worship in early Kadamba copper plates as well as early Chalukyas and 
Eastern Chalukya copper plates. 
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5. History 
 

1) During Salt Disobedience, after Gandhi’s arrest, the Congress Working Committee sanctioned: 
1. Non-payment of revenue in ryotwari areas. 
2. No-chowkidara-tax campaign in zamindari areas 
3. Violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Gandhi’s arrest came on May 4, 1930 when he had announced that he would lead a raid on Dharasana Salt Works 
on the west coast. Gandhi’s arrest was followed by massive protests in Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and in Sholapur, 
where the response was the most fierce. After Gandhi’s arrest, the CWC sanctioned: 

• non-payment of revenue in ryotwari areas; 

• no-chowkidara-tax campaign in zamindari areas; and 

• violation of forest laws in the Central Provinces.     
 
2) The Wavell Plan, arrived at the Simla Conference 1945 provided for which of the following? 

1. Indianization of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
2. Removing any caste and religion-based quota in the Executive Council 
3. Partition of India 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 
 

As per the Plan, all the members of the Council, except the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, would be 
Indians. It said, in the Council there would be equal representation of caste Hindus and Muslims. It proposed for a 
future constitution of India, not its partition. 
 
3) Consider the following statements about Ryotwari System. 

1. It was introduced by Thomas Munro and Alexander Read. 
2. Major areas of introduction include Madras, Bombay, parts of Assam and Coorg provinces of British 
India. 
3. The ownership rights were handed over to the peasants.       

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The Ryotwari system was a land revenue system in British India, introduced by Sir Thomas Munro in 1820 based 
on system administered by Captain Alexander Read. This system was exactly opposite to the Zamindari system. In 
this system, peasants were given the ownership. It was first introduced in Madras presidency. It was later 
extended to Bombay, Parts of Bengal, Assam, Coorg etc.       

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                       37                                              www.insightsactivelearn.com  

 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Swadeshi Movement. 
 1. The chief forerunners of Swadeshi Movement were Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo 
Ghose. 
 2. Swadeshi, as a strategy, was a key focus of Mahatma Gandhi, who described it as the soul of Swaraj. 
 3. During the time of Swadeshi Movement, similar movement was going on in Southern part of the 
country as Vandemataram movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The main policies of the Swadeshi Movement included boycotting all types of British products and the restoration 
of all domestic products. The chief forerunners of Swadeshi Movement were Bala Gangadhara Tilak, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo Ghose and Veer Savarkar. 
 
Swadeshi, as a strategy, was a key focus of Mahatma Gandhi, who described it as the soul of Swaraj (self rule). 
 
It was strongest in Bengal and was also called the Vandemataram movement. 
 
5) The Ilbert Bill Controversy is said to be a high watermark in the history of Indian National Movement. This is 
because it invoked issues of  

1. Racial discrimination between Indian and Europeans 
2. Security lapse on the Indian borders, especially the North-Western frontier 
3. Suppression of Indian media houses and their nationalization by the Government 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 
Lord Ripon wanted to remove two kinds of law that had been prevalent in India. According to the system of law, a 
European could be tried only by a European Judge or a European Magistrate. 
The disqualification was unjust and it was sought to cast a needless discredit and dishonour upon the Indian-born 
members of the judiciary. 
C.P. Ilbert, Law Member, introduced a bill in 1883 to abolish this discrimination in judiciary. But Europeans 
opposed this Bill strongly. They even raised a fund of one lakh fifty thousand rupees and established an 
organisation called the Defence Association. 
They also suggested that it was better to end the English rule in India than to allow the English to be subjected to 
the Indian Judges and Magistrates. The press in England joined the issue. Hence, Ripon amended the bill to satisfy 
the English in India and England. 
 
6) Partition of Bengal was revoked in 1911 by 
 a) Lord Curzon 
 b) Lord Hardinge 
 c) Lord Minto 
 d) Lord Chelmsford 
 
 Solution: b) 
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In July 1905, Curzon announced the partition of the undivided Bengal Presidency. Curzon left for Britain in 1905, 
but the agitation continued for many years. Partition was finally reversed in 1911 by Lord Hardinge in the face of 
unrelenting opposition. 
 
7) In 1720, the British government enacted the Calico Act. What is it related to? 

a) Compulsory use of English language in Company affairs  
b) Barring of company officials from private trade 
c) Banning the use of printed cotton textile imported from India. 
d) Disallowing Indians from entering Civil Services 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The Calico Act banned the import of most cotton textiles into England, followed by the restriction of sale of 
most cotton textiles. It was a form of economic protectionism, largely in response to India (particularly Bengal), 
which dominated world cotton textile markets at the time. The Act was a precursor to the Industrial Revolution, 
when Britain eventually surpassed India as the world's leading textile manufacturer in the 19th century. 
 
8) The Home Rule Movement of 1916 did not emphasize 

1. Revival of Swadeshi 
2. Participation of Indians in self-governing institutions for India 
3. Complete erosion of British sovereignty over India 
4. Separate electorates for all communities of India 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 3, 4  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Home rule Movement aimed to get self-government for India within the British Empire and not complete erosion 
of British sovereignty. Home rule movement believed that the freedom was the natural right of all nations. They 
didn’t emphasize on separate electorates. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding the Young Bengal Movement 

1. Advocated women’s rights and their education 
2. Attacked old traditions and decadent customs 
3. Organized debates against idol worship 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Henry Vivian Derozio was the founder of the Young Bengal Movement. He taught in the Hindu College, Calcutta. 
His followers were known as the Derozians and their movement the Young Bengal Movement. 
They attacked old traditions and decadent customs. They also advocated women’s rights and their education. 
They founded associations and organized debates against idol worship, casteism and superstitions. 
 
10) With reference to Champaran Satyagraha of 1917, consider the following statements. 

1. The word Satyagraha was used for the first time in this agitation. 
2. The tinkathia system was associated with this movement 
3. Rajendra Prasad and J. B. Kripalani participated in the movement. 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The word Satyagraha was used for the first time in Anti Rowlatt Act agitation. 
 
Gandhi was requested by Rajkumar Shukla, a local man, to look into the problems of the farmers in context of 
indigo planters of Champaran in Bihar. The European planters had been forcing the peasants to grow indigo on 
3/20 part of the total land (called tinkathia system). When towards the end of the nineteenth century German 
synthetic dyes replaced indigo, the European planters demanded high rents and illegal 
dues from the peasants in order to maximise their profits before the peasants could shift to other crops. Besides, 
the peasants were forced to sell the produce at prices fixed by the Europeans. 
 
When Gandhi, joined now by Rajendra Prasad, Mazharul- Haq, Mahadeo Desai, Narhari Parekh, and J.B. Kripalani, 
reached Champaran to probe into the matter, the authorities ordered him to leave the area at once. Gandhi 
defied the order and preferred to face the punishment. This passive resistance or civil disobedience of an unjust 
order was a novel method at that time. Finally, the authorities retreated and permitted Gandhi to make an 
enquiry. Now, the government appointed a committee to go into the matter and nominated Gandhi as a member. 
Gandhi was able to convince the authorities that the tinkathia system should be abolished and that the peasants 
should be compensated for the illegal dues extracted from them. As a compromise with the planters, he agreed 
that only 25 per cent of the money taken should be 
compensated. 
 
Within a decade, the planters left the area. Gandhi had won the first battle of civil disobedience in India.   
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Third Battle of Panipat. 
 1. The Third Battle of Panipat was fought between the Marathas and the invading armies of Afghan 
general Ahmed Shah Abdali. 
 2. Maharaja Surajmal was among those who played key roles in the battle. 
 3. After the battle, the Marathas lost their preeminent position in north India, which ultimately paved the 
way for British colonial powers to take over. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Third Battle of Panipat was fought between the Marathas and the invading armies of Afghan general Ahmed 
Shah Abdali in 1761. The battle, fought about 90 km north of Delhi, was won by the Afghans and left about 40,000 
troops of the Marathas dead. Maharaja Surajmal was among those who played key roles in the battle. After the 
battle, the Marathas lost their preeminent position in north India, which ultimately paved the way for British 
colonial powers to take over. 
 
Who is Maharaja Surajmal? 
Maharaja Surajmal was born in 1707 in the kingdom of Bharatpur, Rajasthan. He ruled in the 18th century and 
was the son of the Jat chieftain Badan Singh. He is described as “a strong leader who harried the Mughal empire 
in the anarchic period of its decline, consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpur and used the 
resources gained to build forts and palaces, the most famous being the palace at Deeg and the Bharatpur Fort”  
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Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Pitt’s India Act of 1784. 
 1. Pitt’s India Act was also known as the Act of Settlement.  

2. It established a system of double government. 
 3. British Government was given the supreme control over Company’s affairs and its administration in 
India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In a bid to rectify the defects of the Regulating Act of 1773, the British Parliament passed the Amending Act of 
1781, also known as the Act of Settlement. The next important act was the Pitt’s India Act2 of 1784. 
Features of the Act 

1. It distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the Company. 
2. It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs but created a new body called Board 
of Control to manage the political affairs. Thus, it established a system of double government. 
3. It empowered the Board of Control to supervise and direct all operations of the civil and military 
government or revenues of the British possessions in India. 

Thus, the act was significant for two reasons: first, the Company’s territories in India were for the first time called 
the ‘British possessions in India’; and second, the British Government was given the supreme control over 
Company’s affairs and its administration in India. 
 
13) Consider the following statements about Charter Act of 1853. 
 1. The act is known as the Act for the Good Government of India. 

2. An Indian Legislative Council was established with local representation for the first time. 
 3. The civil service was thrown open to the Indians. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Government of India Act of 1858 - known as the Act for the Good Government of India. 
 
Charter Act of 1853: 

• It established a separate Governor-General’s legislative council which came to be known as the Indian 
(Central) Legislative Council. 

• It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil servants. The covenanted 
civil service was thus thrown open to the Indians also. 

• It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative Council. 
 
14) Consider the following statements about Non-cooperation movement. 

1. At the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress, the programme of non-cooperation was 
endorsed. 
2. The movement urged the use of khadi and Indian material as alternatives to those shipped from 
Britain. 
3. Mahatma Gandhi called a halt to the Non-Cooperation Movement due to Chauri Chaura incident. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Non-Cooperation Movement was a significant but short phase of the Indian independence movement from 
British rule. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre and lasted from 1920 to February 
1922. 
 
September 1920 At a special session in Calcutta, the Congress approved a non-cooperation programme till the 
Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were removed and swaraj was established. The programme was to include— 
● boycott of government schools and colleges; 
● boycott of law courts and dispensation of justice through panchayats instead; 
● boycott of legislative councils; 
● boycott of foreign cloth and use of khadi instead; also practice of hand-spinning to be done; 
● renunciation of government honours and titles 
 
December 1920 At the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress— The programme of non-cooperation was 
endorsed. 
 
15) Which of the following were the main objectives of the Khilafat movement? 

1. To rouse anti-British feelings among the Muslims of India 
2. To reform the Muslim society 
3. To demand separate electorates and preserve the Khilafat 
4. To save the Ottoman empire and preserve the Khilafat. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3, 4  
d) 1, 4  
 
Solution: d) 

 
The main objective was to correct the Khilafat wrong, to save the ottoman empire and save the holy places of 
Muslims. Through this movement they also expressed their anti-British feelings. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Arya Samaj. 
 1. Arya Samaj is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by Dayanand Saraswati. 
 2. Arya Samaj does not believe in the authority of the Vedas. 
 3. The central objectives of Arya Samaj is to eradicate Ignorance, Poverty and Injustice from this earth.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Arya Samaj is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by Dayanand Saraswati in 1875 in Bombay. The 
movement believes in the infallible authority of the Vedas. 
According to the website of Arya Samaj, the central objectives of Arya Samaj is to, “eradicate Ignorance (Agyan), 
Indigence or Poverty (Abhav) and Injustice (Anayay) from this earth. This mission is enshrined in the ten Niyams or 
Principles.” 
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The website says that contrary to the misconception, Arya Samaj is not a religion or a new sect in the Hindu 
religion. 
Members of the Arya Samaj believe in one God and reject the worship of idols. 
 
Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Tanaji Malusare. 
 1. Tanaji Malusare is known for his role in the Battle of Sinhagad, which he fought under the Maratha flag 
against the Mughals. 
 2. Treaty of Purandar was signed between the Rajput ruler Jai Singh I and Chhatrapati Shivaji. 
 3. According to Treaty of Purandar, Shivaji had to hand over important forts including Purandar and 
Sinhagad to the Mughals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Tanaji Malusare is known for his role in the Battle of Sinhagad (1670), which he fought under the Maratha flag 
against the Mughals, losing his life in the campaign. 
 
In 1665, as Mughal forces led by the Rajput commander Jai Sinh I besieged Shivaji at the Purandar fort in Deccan, 
the latter was forced to sign the Treaty of Purandar. Under the agreement, Shivaji had to hand over important 
forts to the Mughals, including Purandar, Lohagad, Tung, Tikona, and Sinhagad (then called Kondhana). 
 
Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. He was the editor of the ‘Indian Opinion’. 
 2. He was instrumental in founding the Benares Hindu University in 1916 and also became its Vice-
Chancellor. 
 3. He worked for the temple entry of Dalits at the Kalaram Temple at Nashik. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) V. O. Chidambaram Pillai 
 b) Subhas Chandra Bose 
 c) Surendranath Tagore 
 d) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Madan Mohan Malaviya was a freedom fighter and social reformer. 

• He had served as the President of the INC on four occasions. 

• He was awarded the Bharat Ratna posthumously in 2014. 

• He was the editor of a Hindi magazine, ‘Hindosthan’. 

• He became the editor of the ‘Indian Opinion’ in 1889. He also started a Hindi weekly ‘Abhyudaya’, an 
English daily ‘Leader’, a Hindi newspaper ‘Maryada’. 

• Pandit Malaviya was instrumental in founding the Benares Hindu University in 1916. He also became its 
Vice-Chancellor till 1939. 

• He was opposed to separate electorates to Muslims and the Lucknow Pact. 

• He was also against the INC’s participation in the Khilafat Movement. 

• He was a participant in the Second Round Table Conference in 1931. 

• He was also a social reformer who opposed untouchability. He worked for the temple entry of Dalits at the 
Kalaram Temple at Nashik, Maharashtra. 
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19) Consider the following statements about the proposals of the Cripps Mission. 

1. An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up. 
2. After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened with all the members elected by 
the provincial assemblies. 
3. Defence of India would remain in British hands. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
In March 1942, a mission headed by Stafford Cripps was sent to India with constitutional proposals to seek Indian 
support for the war. 
The main proposals of the mission were as follows. 
1. An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its relations with the 
Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and other international bodies. 
2. After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened to frame a new constitution. Members of 
this assembly would be partly elected by the provincial assemblies through proportional representation and 
partly nominated by the princes. 
3. The British government would accept the new constitution subject to two conditions: (i) any province not 
willing to join the Union could have a separate constitution and form a separate Union, and (ii) the new 
constitution making body and the British government would negotiate a 
treaty to effect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and religious minorities. 
4. In the meantime, defence of India would remain in British hands and the governor-general’s powers would 
remain intact. 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Indian (National) Social Conference. 

1. It is founded by Dayananda Saraswati. 
2. It launched the famous “Pledge Movement” to inspire people to take an oath to prohibit alcohol 

consumption. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Indian (National) Social Conference was founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao. It was virtually the social 
reform cell of the Indian National Congress. Its first session was held in Madras in December 1887. The 
Conference met annually as a subsidiary convention of the Indian National Congress, at the same venue, and 
focused attention on social reform. The Conference advocated inter-caste marriages and opposed kulinism 
(higher social status) and polygamy. It launched the famous “Pledge Movement” to inspire people to take an oath 
to prohibit child marriage. 
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6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements about UNFCCC. 
 1. The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. 
 2. The UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations of greenhouse gases in the 
earth’s atmosphere. 
 3. The framework sets binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries. 
 4. Nearly all member states of the United Nations have ratified the convention. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit, which marked the beginning of the international 
community’s first concerted effort to confront the problem of climate change. 
Known also as the Rio Convention, the UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations 
of greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere. 
The UNFCCC entered into force in 1994, and a total of 197 parties have ratified. 
The framework sets non-binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries and contains no 
enforcement mechanisms.  
 
2) Consider the following statements about Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs). 
 1. As per the provisions under Environment Protection Act, 1986, the Centre can notify an ecologically 
important area as Eco-Sensitive Zones. 
 2. ESZs are formed to serve as “shock absorber” for protected areas. 
 3. The activities in the ESZs would be of regulatory nature rather than prohibitive nature. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife 
Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of “shock absorbers” to the protected areas by 
regulating and managing the activities around such areas. They also act as a transition zone from areas of high 
protection to areas involving lesser protection. 
 
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-sensitive Zones”. 
The section 3(2)(v) of the Act, says that Central Government can restrict areas in which any industries, operations 
or processes shall not be carried out or shall be carried out subject to certain safeguards 
Besides the section 5 (1) of this act says that central government can prohibit or restrict the location of industries 
and carrying on certain operations or processes on the basis of considerations like the biological diversity of an 
area, maximum allowable limits of concentration of pollutants for an area, environmentally compatible land use, 
and proximity to protected areas. 
The above two clauses have been effectively used by the government to declare Eco-Sensitive Zones or 
Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFA). The same criteria have been used by the government to declare No Development 
Zones. 
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National Board for Wildlife (which replaced the Indian Board for Wildlife in 2002) decided that the “delineation of 
ESZs would have to be site specific and relate to regulation, rather than prohibition of specific activities”. 
 
3) Which of the following organisms are common pollinating agents in flowering Plants?  

1. Bat  
2. Bees  
3. Wasp  
4. Ants  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2, 4  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: d) 

 
A pollinator is an animal that moves pollen from the male anther of a flower to the female stigma of a flower. This 
helps to bring about fertilization of the ovules in the flower by the male gametes from the pollen grains. 
Insect pollinators include bees, (honey bees, solitary species, bumblebees); pollen wasps (Masarinae); ants; flies 
including bee flies, hoverflies and mosquitoes; lepidopterans, both butterflies and moths; and flower beetles. 
Vertebrates, mainly bats and birds, but also some non-bat mammals (monkeys, lemurs, possums, rodents) and 
some lizards pollinate certain plants. Among the pollinating birds 
are hummingbirds, honeyeaters and sunbirds with long beaks; they pollinate a number of deep-throated flowers. 
Humans may also carry out artificial pollination. 
 
4) Consider the following statements with regard to Olive Ridley turtles 

1. They are found in warm waters of the Pacific and Indian oceans.  
2. They are herbivores and thrive exclusively on algae and sea grasses.  
3. Odisha coast is one of the largest mass nesting sites in the world.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 2 only  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 
  

The olive ridley is predominantly carnivorous, especially in immature stages of the lifecycle. Animal prey consists 
of protochordates or invertebrates, which can be caught in shallow marine waters or estuarine habitats.  
Common prey items of Olive Ridely Turtle include jellyfish, tunicates, sea urchins, bryozoans, bivalves, snails, 
shrimp, crabs, rock lobsters, and sipunculid worms.  
They are found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, but also in the warm 
waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
This turtle and the related Kemps ridley turtle are best known for their unique mass nesting called arribada, 
where thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs. 
 
The coast of Odisha in India is the largest mass nesting site for the olive ridley, followed by the coasts of Mexico 
and Costa Rica. 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding Nitrogen pollution. 

1. Since Nitrates cannot penetrate deep into the soil they pollute only surface water and not 
groundwater. 
2. Nitrogen dioxide is a greenhouse gas. 
3. Agriculture remains the largest contributor to nitrogen emissions. 
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Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?  
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3 
d) 2 only 

 
 Solution: a) 
 
Nitrates not only affect surface water but also pollute groundwater sources. 
Nitrous oxide (N2O) gas should not be confused with nitric oxide (NO) or nitrogen dioxide (NO2). Neither nitric 
oxide nor nitrogen dioxide are greenhouse gases. Nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas. 
 
Nitrogen particles make up the largest fraction of PM2.5, the class of pollutants closely linked to cardiovascular 
and respiratory illness 
Though agriculture remains the largest contributor to nitrogen emissions, the non-agricultural emissions of 
nitrogen oxides and nitrous oxide are growing rapidly, with sewage and fossil-fuel burning — for power, transport 
and industry — leading the trend. 
 
6) Which of the following best defines the Biosphere? 

a) It is the upper region of lithosphere. 
b) It is the narrow zone where land, water and air come together to contain life forms. 
c) It is the lower atmospheric region near the hydrosphere. 
d) It is the abiotic component of all forms on earth. 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The solid portion of the earth on which we live is called the Lithosphere. 
 
The gaseous layers that surround the earth, is the Atmosphere, where oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and 
other gases are found. 
 
Water covers a very big area of the earth’s surface and this area is called the Hydrosphere. The Hydrosphere 
comprises water in all its forms, that is, ice, water and water vapour. 
 
The Biosphere is the narrow zone where we find land, water and air together, which contains all forms of 
life. 
 
7) Which of the following In situ Bioremediation techniques are correctly matched. 
 1. Biosparging: Injection of air under pressure below the water table to increase ground water oxygen 
concentrations and to enhance the rate of biological degradation of contaminants by naturally occurring bacteria. 
 2. Bioaugmentation: introduction of a group of natural microbial strains or a genetically engineered strain 
to treat contaminated soil or water.  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In situ bioremediation is the application of a biological treatment to clean up hazardous compounds present in 
the environment. The optimization and control of microbial transformations of organic contaminants requires the 
integration of many scientific and engineering disciplines. Some of the in situ bioremediation practices have been 
discussed below. 
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Biosparging: This involves the injection of air under pressure below the water table to increase ground water 
oxygen concentrations and to enhance the rate of biological degradation of contaminants by naturally occurring 
bacteria. Biosparging increases the mixing in the saturated zone and thereby increases the contact between soil 
and ground water.  
 
Bioventing: Bioventing is a promising new technology that stimulates the natural in situ biodegradation of any 
aerobically degradable compounds by providing oxygen to the existing soil microorganisms. It uses low air flow 
rates to provide only enough oxygen to sustain microbial activity. Oxygen is most commonly supplied through 
direct air injection into residual contamination in soil by means of wells. Henceforth, the adsorbed fuel residuals 
are biodegraded and volatile compounds are also biodegraded as vapors move slowly through biologically active 
soil. 
 
Bioaugmentation: Bioaugmentation is the introduction of a group of natural microbial strains or a genetically 
engineered strain to treat contaminated soil or water. Most commonly, it is used in municipal waste water 
treatment to restart activated sludge bioreactors. At sites where soil and ground water are contaminated with 
chlorinated ethanes, such as tetrachloroethylene and trichloroethylene, bioaugmentation is used to ensure that 
the in situ microorganisms can completely degrade these contaminants to ethylene and chloride, which are 
nontoxic in nature. 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding National Tiger Conservation Authority. 
 1. The National Tiger Conservation Authority has been fulfilling its mandate within the ambit of the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 for strengthening tiger conservation in the country. 
 2. It is headed by the Prime Minister of India. 

3. It accords approval for declaring new Tiger Reserves. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The National Tiger Conservation Authority is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change. 
 
The National Tiger Conservation Authority has been fulfilling its mandate within the ambit of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972 for strengthening tiger conservation in the country by retaining an oversight through 
advisories/normative guidelines, based on appraisal of tiger status, ongoing conservation initiatives and 
recommendations of specially constituted Committees.  
 
Set up under the Chairmanship of the Minister for Environment and Forests. 
 
Functions of NTCA are as follows: 

• Ensuring normative standards in tiger reserve management. 

• Preparation of reserve specific tiger conservation plan. 

• Laying down annual/ audit report before Parliament. 

• Instituting State level Steering Committees under the Chairmanship of Chief Minister and establishment 
of Tiger Conservation Foundation. 

• According approval for declaring new Tiger Reserves. 
 
9) With reference to Nitrogen Cycle, the biological oxidation of ammonia to nitrite takes place in which of the 
following process? 
 a) Assimilation 
 b) Denitrification 
 c) Ammonification 
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 d) Nitrification 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The nitrogen cycle contains several stages: 
 1. Nitrification 
 2. Assimilation 
 3. Ammonification 
 4. Denitrification 
 
Nitrification - Nitrification is the biological oxidation of ammonia or ammonium to nitrite followed by the 
oxidation of the nitrite to nitrate. Nitrification is an aerobic process performed by small groups 
of autotrophic bacteria and archaea.  
 
Assimilation - Nitrogen compounds in various forms, such as nitrate, nitrite, ammonia, and ammonium are taken 
up from soils by plants which are then used in the formation of plant and animal proteins. 
 
Ammonification - When plants and animals die, or when animals emit wastes, the nitrogen in the organic matter 
re-enters the soil where it is broken down by other microorganisms, known as decomposers. This decomposition 
produces ammonia which is then available for other biological processes. 
 
Denitrification - Nitrogen makes its way back into the atmosphere through a process called denitrification, in 
which nitrate (NO3-) is converted back to gaseous nitrogen (N2). 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Mangroves for the Future (MFF). 

1. Mangroves for the Future (MFF) is a unique partner-led initiative to promote investment in coastal 
ecosystem conservation for sustainable development.  
2. MFF conservation habitats includes all types of coastal ecosystem, such as coral reefs, estuaries, 
lagoons, sandy beaches, sea grasses and wetlands.  
3. It is purely research body and doesn’t offer any grants to support mangrove conservation initiatives.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 2 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 3 only  
 
Solution: b) 

  
Mangroves for the Future (MFF) is a unique partner-led initiative to promote investment in coastal ecosystem 
conservation for sustainable development. Co-chaired by IUCN and UNDP, MFF provides a platform for 
collaboration among the many different agencies, sectors and countries which are addressing challenges to 
coastal ecosystem and livelihood issues.  
Mangroves are the flagship of the initiative, but MFF is inclusive of all types of coastal ecosystem, such as coral 
reefs, estuaries, lagoons, sandy beaches, sea grasses and wetlands.  
The MFF grants facility offers small, medium and large grants to support initiatives that provide practical, hands-
on demonstrations of effective coastal management in action.  
 
Source 
 
11. Which of the following are the Common characteristics of Invasive alien species. 
 1. Rapid reproduction and growth. 
 2. High dispersal ability 
 3. Phenotypic plasticity 
 4. Ability to survive in a wide range of environmental conditions.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Common characteristics of Invasive alien species include rapid reproduction and growth, high dispersal ability, 
phenotypic plasticity (ability to adapt physiologically to new conditions), and ability to survive on various food 
types and in a wide range of environmental conditions. A good predictor of invasiveness is whether a species has 
successfully or unsuccessfully invaded elsewhere. 
 
Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Nagoya Protocol. 
 1. Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 
from their Utilization (ABS) is a supplementary agreement to Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species. 
 2. The Nagoya Protocol also covers traditional knowledge (TK) associated with genetic resources. 
 3. It also addresses genetic resources where indigenous and local communities have the established right 
to grant access to them. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from 
their Utilization (ABS) to the Convention on Biological Diversity is a supplementary agreement to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity. It provides a transparent legal framework for the effective implementation of one of the 
three objectives of the CBD: the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic 
resources. 
 
The Nagoya Protocol addresses traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources with provisions on 
access, benefit-sharing and compliance. It also addresses genetic resources where indigenous and local 
communities have the established right to grant access to them. Contracting Parties are to take measures to 
ensure these communities’ prior informed consent, and fair and equitable benefit-sharing, keeping in mind 
community laws and procedures as well as customary use and exchange. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements about Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB). 

1. It is the first international regulatory framework for safe transfer, handling and use of Living Modified 
Organisms (LMOs). 
2. It was negotiated under the aegis of UNFCCC. 
3. The Protocol establishes a Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) to facilitate information exchange with 
special attention to developing countries. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3 
b) 1 only 
c) 1, 2 
d) 2, 3 
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Solution: a) 
 
The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB), the first international regulatory framework for safe transfer, handling 
and use of Living Modified Organisms (LMOs) was negotiated under the aegis of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). The protocol was adopted on 29th January 2000. The Protocol entered into force on 11 September 
2003. 
 
The objective of the Protocol is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe 
transfer, handling and use of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, and 
specifically focusing on transboundary movements. 
 
The Protocol establishes a Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) to facilitate information exchange, and contains 
provisions on capacity building and financial resources, with special attention to developing countries and those 
without domestic regulatory systems. 
 
14) The International Consortium on Combatting Wildlife Crime (ICCWC) is a collaboration between 

1. CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) Secretariat  
2. TRAFFIC (The Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network)  
3. INTERPOL  
4. World Customs Organisation  
5. World Bank  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3, 4, 5  
c) 1, 2, 4, 5  
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: b) 

 
ICCWC is the collaborative effort of five inter-governmental organizations working to bring coordinated support 
to the national wildlife law enforcement agencies and to the sub-regional and regional networks that, on a daily 
basis, act in defense of natural resources. The ICCWC partners are  
1. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Secretariat,  
2. INTERPOL,  
3. the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,  
4. the World Bank and  
5. the World Customs Organization.  
 
This powerful alliance was formally established in 2010 in St. Petersburg, Russia during the International Tiger 
Forum. 
 
ICCWC’s mission is to strengthen criminal justice systems and provide coordinated support at national, regional 
and international level to combat wildlife and forest crime to ensure perpetrators of serious wildlife and forest 
crime will face a formidable and coordinated response. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Biotope. 

1. It is an ecological area that is usually larger than an ecosystem. 
2. It is a common practice to isolate biotopes from each other for niche biodiversity propagation. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: d) 
 
Biotope is an ecological area that supports a particular range of biological communities. 
Biotope is almost synonymous with the term habitat. 
A biotope is generally not considered to be a large-scale phenomenon. For example, a biotope might be a 
neighbouring park, a back garden, even potted plants or a fish tank. 
In other words, the biotope is not a macroscopic but a microscopic approach to preserving the ecosystem and 
biological diversity. 
 
It is commonly emphasised that biotopes should not be isolated. Instead biotopes need to be connected to each 
other and other surrounding life for without these connections to life-forms such as animals and plants, biotopes 
would not effectively work as a place in which diverse organisms live. 
So one of the most effective strategies for regenerating biotopes is to plan a stretch of biotopes, not just a point 
where animals and plants come and go. 
 
16) Which of the following is/are the characteristics that the pollutant should possess in order for bio 
magnification to occur? 

1. A pollutant should be long lived. 
2. A pollutant should be biologically active. 
3. A pollutant should be soluble in fats. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Bio magnification stands for Biological Magnification, which means the increase of contaminated substances or 
toxic chemicals that take place in the food chains. These substances often arise from intoxicated or contaminated 
environments.  
The contaminants include heavy metals namely mercury, arsenic, pesticides such as DDT, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs) compounds which are then taken up by organisms because of the food they consume or the 
intoxication of their environment. 
Pollutant needs to satisfy characteristics like long life, biologically active, soluble in fat etc. to make bio 
magnification possible. 
 
17) Why Chemical oxygen demand (COD) is a better mode used to measure pollution load in water than 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)? 

1. COD can measure pollution load in flowing water, which BOD cannot. 
2. COD measures pollution load due to non-biodegradable sources, which BOD does not. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The level of Dissolved Oxygen is an important indicator of water pollution. 
Water having DO (dissolved oxygen) content below 8.0 mg/L may be considered as contaminated. Water having 
DO content below 4.0 mg/L is considered to be highly polluted. 
 
Water pollution by organic wastes is measured in terms of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). BOD is the 
amount of dissolved oxygen needed by bacteria in decomposing the organic wastes present in water. 
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Chemical oxygen demand (COD) is a slightly better mode used to measure pollution load in water. It is the 
measure of oxygen equivalent of the requirement of oxidation of total organic matter (i.e. biodegradable and 
non-biodegradable) present in water. 
 
18) Which of the following Tiger Reserves and the States are correctly matched? 
 1. Buxa Tiger Reserve: West Bengal 
 2. Dampa Tiger Reserve: Mizoram 
 3. Palamau Tiger Reserve: Jharkhand 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Buxa Tiger Reserve, Dampa Tiger Reserve and Palamau Tiger Reserve registered ‘no tigers’ as per the 2018 tiger 
census. Palamu Tiger Reserve the only tiger reserve in the Jharkhand. 
 
19) In which of the following national parks we can find One-Horned Rhinoceros? 

1. Kaziranga National Park 
2. Orang National park  
3. Jaldapara National park  
4. Garumara National park  

Select the correct code: 
a) 1, 2, 3 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: d) 

 
The preferred habitat of an Indian rhinoceros is alluvial flood plains and areas containing tall grasslands along the 
foothills of the Himalayas. Formerly, extensively distributed in the Gangetic plains, today the species is restricted 
to small habitats in Indo-Nepal terai and northern West Bengal and Assam. In India, rhinos are mainly found in 
Kaziranga NP, Pobitara WLS, Orang NP, Manas NP in Assam, Jaldapara NP and Garumara NP in West Bengal and 
Dudhwa TR in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
Source 
 
20) Which of the following lakes is not designated as Ramsar wetland sites in India?  

a) Kolleru Lake  
b) Pulicat Lake  
c) Sambhar Lake  
d) Rudrasagar Lake  
 
Solution: b) 
  

Pulicat lake is not designated as Ramsar wetland.  
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