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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding 6th Schedule of Constitution of India. 
 1. It deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the states of Assam, Manipur, Tripura and 
Mizoram. 
 2. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts. 
 3. The Constitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to increase the financial and executive powers 
of the Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule areas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
6th schedule deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four northeastern states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts. 
If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 
autonomous regions. 
The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the administration of 
the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the recommendation of the 
commission. 
125th amendment bill seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the 
Sixth Schedule areas of the northeastern region. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding President’s Rule in India. 
 1. President’s Rule is imposed when the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution. 
 2. The imposition of the President’s rule is approved by the president and does not require the sanction of 
the Parliament. 
 3. A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 
proclamation without parliamentary approval. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives President of India the power to suspend state government and 
impose President’s rule on any state in the country “if he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the 
government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”. 
Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. The Vidhan Sabha is either dissolved or 
prorogued.  
The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to be head 
the proceedings, representing the President of India – who is the Head of the State. 
The imposition of the President’s rule requires the sanction of both the houses of Parliament. 
If approved, it can go on for a period of six months. However, the imposition cannot be extended for more than 
three years, and needs to be brought before the two houses every six months for approval. 
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A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent proclamation. 
Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station. 
 2. The power to include any category of persons like disabled and people over 80 years of age in the 
absentee voter list lies with the Election Commission of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The disabled and people over 80 years of age can now cast their vote through postal ballot. At present, voting 
through postal ballot is available to armed forces and those assigned poll duties. 
On the recommendation of the Election Commission, the Ministry of Law and Justice has amended the Conduct 
of Election Rules, 1961, allowing senior citizens and person with disabilities in the absentee voter list. 
The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station. 
 
Source 
 
4) “It shall be the endeavour of every state and every local authority within the state to provide adequate 
facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children belonging to 
linguistic minority groups.” This is a 
 1. Forms part of Fundamental rights under Part III of the Constitution 
 2. Provision made under an Act of Parliament 
 3. Justiciable in courts if not implemented by the Government of India 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
It forms a part of Directive principles. 
Apart from the Directives included in Part IV, there are some other Directives contained in other Parts of the 
Constitution. Instruction in mother tongue is a part of Article 350-A in Part XVII. 
Hence, all the above statements 1, 2 and 3 are wrong, as directive principles are non-justiciable. 
 
5) Consider the following statements  

1. The presiding officer can permit a member to address the House in his mother-tongue in state 
legislature.  
2. Every minister and the advocate general of the state have the right to speak and take part in the 
proceedings of either House or any of its committees of which he is named a member.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Solution: c) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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6) Consider the following statements regarding Pardoning powers of President. 
 1. The power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers. 
 2. The President can exercise these powers in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an 
offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends. 
 3. The original constitution has provided a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of 
President for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The President can exercise these powers: 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial; 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to 
which the executive power of the Union extends; 

• In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 
 
This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers. 
The constitution does not provide for any mechanism to question the legality of decisions of President or 
governors exercising mercy jurisdiction. 
But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of 
President and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Collegium of judges in India. 
 1. Collegium is a system under which judges are recommended by an institution comprising judges. 

2. The Collegium of judges does not figure in the Constitution.  
 3. Collegium also recommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What is the Collegium system? 
The Collegium of judges does not figure in the Constitution. It is the Supreme Court’s invention. 
Constitution says judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed by the President and speaks of a 
process of consultation. 
Therefore, Collegium is a system under which judges are recommended by an institution comprising judges. 
Collegium also recommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges.  
 
8) Which of these constitutional bodies are functionally autonomous from the government? 
 1. State Public Service Commissions 
 2. Election Commission of India 
 3. Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Solution: d) 
 
The Indian Constitution not only provides for the legislative, executive and judicial organs of the government 
(Central and state) but also establishes certain independent bodies.  
 
Election Commission ensures free and fair elections to the Parliament, the state legislatures, the office of 
President of India and the office of Vice-president of India. 
 
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India audits the accounts of the Central and state governments. He acts as 
the guardian of public purse and comments on the legality and propriety of government expenditure. 
 
Union Public Service Commission to conduct examinations for recruitment to all-India services and higher 
Central services and to advise the President on disciplinary matters. 
 
State Public Service Commissions in the state conduct examinations for recruitment to state services and advice 
the governor on disciplinary matters. 
 
9) Which of the following is/are the functions of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)  

1. To intervene in any proceeding involving allegation of violation of human rights pending before a 
court.  
2. To undertake and promote research in the field of human rights.  
3. To inquire into any violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such violation by a 
public servant, however, only on a petition presented to it or on an order of a court but not Suo motu.  
4. To visit jails and detention places to study the living conditions of inmates and make recommendation 
thereon.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: c)  

 
The National Human Rights Commission is a statutory but non-constitutional body. It was established in 1993 
under a legislation enacted by the Parliament, namely, the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.  
The functions of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) are:  

1. To inquire into any violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such violation by a 
public servant, either suo motu or on a petition presented to it or on an order of a court.  
2. To intervene in any proceeding involving allegation of violation of human rights pending before a 
court.  
3. To visit jails and detention places to study the living conditions of inmates and make recommendation 
thereon.  
4. To review the constitutional and other legal safeguards for the protection of human rights and 
recommend measures for their effective implementation.  
5. To review the factors including acts of terrorism that inhibit the enjoyment of human rights and 
recommend remedial measures.  
6. To study treaties and other international instruments on human rights and make recommendations 
for their effective implementation.  
7. To undertake and promote research in the field of human rights.  
8. To spread human rights literacy among the people and promote awareness of the safeguards 
available for the protection of these rights.  
9. To encourage the efforts of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working in the field of human 
rights.  
10. To undertake such other functions as it may consider necessary for the promotion of human rights.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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10) Consider the following statements regarding the Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
 1. Speaker has to vacate his office if he is removed by a resolution passed by one tenth of all the 
members 
of the Lok Sabha. 
 2. Whenever the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Speaker vacates his office and a new speaker is elected 
when the newly-elected Lok Sabha meets. 
 3. He is the guardian of powers and privileges of the Members of the parliament and its committees. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Usually, the Speaker remains in office during the life of the Lok Sabha. However, he has to vacate his office 
earlier in any of the following three cases: 

1. if he ceases to be a member of the Lok Sabha; 
2. if he resigns by writing to the Deputy Speaker; and 
3. if he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of the Lok Sabha. Such a 
resolution can be moved only after giving 14 days’ advance notice. 

 
Whenever the Lok Sabha is dissolved, the Speaker does not vacate his office and continues till the newly-elected 
Lok Sabha meets. 
 
The Speaker is the head of the Lok Sabha, and its representative. He is the guardian of powers and privileges of 
the 
members of Lok Sabha, the House as a whole and its committees. 
 
11) With reference to the procedure for the amendment of the Constitution as laid down in Article 368, consider 
the following statements. 
 1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only in either House of Parliament. 
 2. The bill can be introduced only by a minister and not by a private member. 
 3. Prior permission of the president is not required for the introduction of the bill. 
 4. The ratification by the state legislature is not required.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The procedure for the amendment of the Constitution is laid down in Article 368: 

1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the purpose in 
either House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures.  
2. The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not require prior 
permission of the president. 
3. The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that is, more than 50 
per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of two-thirds of the members of the 
House present and voting. 
4. Each House must pass the bill separately. In case of a disagreement between the two Houses, there is 
no provision for holding a joint sitting of the two Houses for the purpose of deliberation and passage of 
the bill. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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5. If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it must also be ratified by the 
legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority, that is, a majority of the members of the House 
present and voting. 
6. After duly passed by both the Houses of Parliament and ratified by the state legislatures, where 
necessary, the bill is presented to the president for assent. 
7. The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to the bill nor return 
the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 
8. After the president’s assent, the bill becomes an Act. 

 
12) Special provisions for marginalized classes in the constitution are related to 
 1. Educational Grants 
 2. Appointment of Commissions to investigate their socio-economic condition 
 3. Reservation in Legislatures and local bodies 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Constitution makes special provisions for the scheduled castes (SCs), the scheduled tribes (STs), the 
backward classes (BCs) and the Anglo-Indians. These special provisions are contained in Part XVI of the 
Constitution from Articles 330 to 342. They are related to the following: 

1. Reservation in Legislatures 
2. Special Representation in Legislatures 
3. Reservation in Services and Posts 
4. Educational Grants 
5. Appointment of National Commissions 
6. Appointment of Commissions of Investigation 

 
13) Consider the following statements  

1. Territory of India comprises territories of the states and union territories only.  
2. An administrator of Union Territory is a constitutional head.  
3. Andaman and Nicobar Islands was the first union territory established after India gained 
Independence.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 2 and 3 only  
b) 1 only  
c) 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3  
 
Solution: c) 

  
• Territory of India comprises territories of the states and union territories and territories that may be acquired 
by the government of India at any time.  
• An administrator of Union Territory is an agent of the President.  
 
14) Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the chairman of which of the following committees? 
 1. Business Advisory Committee 
 2. Rules Committee 
 3. Committee on Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions 
 4. Committee on Absence of Members from Sittings of the House 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the chairman of the Business Advisory Committee, the Rules Committee and the 
General-Purpose Committee. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding the Governor of a State. 
 1. Governor is a Constitutional office subordinate to the Central Government. 
 2. The appointment of Governors is based on the Canadian Constitution. 
 3. According to the Constitution, one of the qualifications for a person to be appointed as a Governor is, 
he/she should not belong to a state where he/she is appointed. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The governor is neither directly elected by the people nor indirectly elected by a specially constituted electoral 
college as is the case with the president. He is appointed by the president by warrant under his hand and seal. In 
a way, he is a nominee of the Central government. But, as held by the Supreme Court in 1979, the office of 
governor of a state is not an employment under the Central government. It is an independent constitutional 
office and is not under the control of or subordinate to the Central government. 
 
The American model, where the Governor of a state is directly elected, was dropped and the Canadian model, 
where the governor of a province (state) is appointed by the Governor-General (Centre), was accepted in the 
Constituent Assembly. 
The Constitution lays down only two qualifications for the appointment of a person as a governor. These are: 

1. He should be a citizen of India. 
2. He should have completed the age of 35 years. 

Additionally, two conventions have also developed in this regard over the years. First, he should be an outsider, 
that is, he should not belong to the state where he is appointed, so that he is free from the local politics. Second, 
while appointing the governor, the president is required to consult the chief minister of the state concerned, so 
that the smooth functioning of the constitutional machinery in the state is ensured. However, both the 
conventions have been violated in some of the cases. 
 
16) Which of the following is the competent authority to change the name of any State of India? 
 a) Governor of the State 
 b) Concerned State Legislature 
 c) Union Home Minister 
 d) Parliament 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Parliament under Article 3 can increase or diminish the area of any State or 
alter the boundaries or change the name of any State.  
 
17) Consider the following statements about the office of the governor as mentioned in the constitution of India:  

1. His office is constitutionally under the control and subordinate to the Central government.  
2. The Governor of a particular state should not belong to that state.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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3. The President of India must consult the Chief Minister of the concerned state before making the 
appointment of the Governor of that state.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) None of the above  
 
Solution: d)  
 

The governor holds an independent office under the constitution. Options 2 and 3 are conventions and not 
mentioned in the constitution. It is solely on the discretion of the President on how he wants to appoint the 
Governor (given some qualifications mentioned in the constitution of India) 
 
18) Consider the following statements  

1. The governor is empowered to direct that any particular act of Parliament or the state legislature does 
not apply to a scheduled area or apply with specified modifications and exceptions.  
2. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Solution: c) 

 
The governor is empowered to direct that any particular act of Parliament or the state legislature does not apply 
to a scheduled area or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 
 
6th schedule deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four north-eastern states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous 
districts. If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into 
several autonomous regions. 
 
19) States that have a bicameral legislature in India are? 

1. Jharkhand 
2. Karnataka 
3. Gujarat 
4. Uttar Pradesh 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 4  
b) 2, 3  
c) 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Six Indian states, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh, have bicameral 
Legislatures. 
 
20) Which one of the following amendments empowered the president to send back the advice of cabinet for 
reconsideration? 

a) 39th Amendment 
b) 40th Amendment 
c) 42nd Amendment 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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d) 44th Amendment 

 
Solution: d)  

 
Forty-Fourth Amendment Act, 1978 empowered the president to send back once the advice of cabinet for 
reconsideration. But, the reconsidered advice is to be binding on the president. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                 11                                                www.insightsactivelearn.com  

2. Geography 
 
1) Kerch Strait sometimes in news is located between: 
 a) Black Sea and Aegean Sea 
 b) Black Sea and Sea of Azov 
 c) Sea of Marmara and Aegean Sea 
 d) Adriatic Sea and Ionian Sea 
 
 Solution: b) 
 

 
 
The Kerch Strait is a strait connecting the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, separating the Kerch 
Peninsula of Crimea in the west from the Taman Peninsula of Russia's Krasnodar Krai in the east. 
 
2) Consider the following statements  

1. Kolkata city is located above Tropic of Cancer.  
2. Diphu Pass is a mountain pass around the area of the disputed tri-point borders of India, China, and 
Myanmar.  
3. West Bengal shares border with Bangladesh, China, Nepal and Bhutan.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 3 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2 only  
d) 1 only  
 
Solution: c)  
 

Kolkata city is located below Tropic of Cancer Kolkata (W.B) – 22.34 N. Diphu Pass is a mountain pass around the 
area of the disputed tri-point borders of India, China, and Myanmar. West Bengal shares border with 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 
 
3) Consider the following statements  

1. Palghat Gap is located between Cardamom hills and Anamalai hills.  
2. New Moore Island is located in Arabian Sea between India and Pakistan.  
3. Kodaikanal hill station is located near Palani hills.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 2 only  
b) 3 only  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: b) 
  

Palghat Gap is located between Nilgiri hills and Anaimalai hills. New Moore Island is located in Bay of Bengal 
between India and Bangladesh. 
 
4) Consider the following statements about Damodar River 
 1. Damodar occupies the eastern margins of the Chotanagpur Plateau. 
 2. It flows through a rift valley 
 3. Barakar and Sharda are its main tributaries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Damodar occupies the eastern margins of the Chotanagpur Plateau where it flows through a rift valley and 
finally joins the Hugli. Barakar is its main tributary.  
 
The Sharda River or Mahakali River is also called Kali Gad or Kali Ganga in Uttarakhand where the river 
demarcates Nepal's western border with India. 
 
5) Which of the following are the tributaries of Brahmaputra 
 1. Manas 
 2. Raidak 
 3. Shyok 
 4. Dhansiri 
 5. Soan 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 3, 4 
b) 1, 2, 4 
c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Shyok and Soan are the tributaries of Indus River. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the vertical distribution of Salinity. 
 1. Salinity at the surface decreases by the loss of water to ice. 
 2. Salinity at depth is very much fixed, because there is no way that water is lost, or the salt is added. 
 3. Halocline is a distinct zone where salinity increases sharply. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Salinity changes with depth, but the way it changes depends upon the location of the sea. Salinity at the surface 
increases by the loss of water to ice or evaporation, or decreased by the input of fresh waters, such as from the 
rivers. Salinity at depth is very much fixed, because there is no way that water is ‘lost’, or the salt is ‘added.’ 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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There is a marked difference in the salinity between the surface zones and the deep zones of the oceans. The 
lower salinity water rests above the higher salinity dense water. Salinity, generally, increases with depth and 
there is a distinct zone called the halocline, where salinity increases sharply. 
 
7) With reference to river Teesta, consider the following statements: 

1. The source of river Teesta is the same as that of Brahmaputra but it flows through Sikkim. 
2. River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and it is a tributary of river Teesta. 
3. River Teesta flows into Bay of Bengal on the border of India and Bangladesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 

 
 Solution: b) 
 
Teesta River originates from the Pahunri glacier. Brahmaputra originates in Angsi glacier. Teesta is a tributary of 
Brahmaputra.  
But, Teesta flows through West Bengal and Sikkim, before going to Bay of Bengal through Bangladesh.  
Rangeet is a tributary of the Teesta River, which is the largest river in Sikkim. It also originates in Sikkim. 
 
8) Consider the following statements about Earthquake. 

1. All natural earthquakes take place in the lithosphere. 
2. The denser the material, the lower is the velocity of the earthquake waves. 
3. The surface waves are more destructive. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 2, 3 
c) 1, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: c) 

 
All natural earthquakes take place in the lithosphere. 
 
Earthquake waves are basically of two types — body waves and surface waves. Body waves are generated due 
to the release of energy at the focus and move in all directions travelling through the body of the earth. The 
body waves interact with the surface rocks and generate new set of waves called surface waves. These waves 
move along the surface. The velocity of waves changes as 
they travel through materials with different densities. The denser the material, the higher is the velocity. 
The surface waves are the last to report on seismograph. These waves are more destructive. They cause 
displacement of rocks, and hence, the collapse of structures occurs. 
 
9) What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the rivers in Peninsular India as one proceeds from South to 
North?  

1. Ponnaiyar  
2. Krishna  
3. Palar  
4. Vamsadhara  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1-2-3-4  
b) 2-3-1-4  
c) 3-1-2-4  
d) 1-3-2-4  
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Solution: d) 
  
10) Consider the following statements:  

1. River Jhelum forms Meanders even in the youth stage of river development.  
2. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between India and Pakistan.  
3. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: c) 

 
Jhelum in the valley of Kashmir is still in its youth stage and yet forms meanders – a typical feature associated 
with the mature stage in the evolution of fluvial land form. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between 
India and Pakistan. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 
 
11) Most parts of India do not have rainfall in the winter season, because 

1. The wind moves from land to sea. 
2. Cyclonic circulation on land 
3. There is little humidity 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3 
b) 1, 2 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Winter monsoons do not cause rainfall as they move from land to the sea. It is because firstly, they have little 
humidity; and secondly, due to anti cyclonic circulation on land, the possibility of rainfall from them reduces. So, 
most parts of India do not have rainfall in the winter season. 
 
12) Which of the following pairs given below is/are correctly matched? 
 Mountain  State 
 1. Abor Hills   Sikkim 
 2. Mikir Hills  Assam 
 3. Garhjat Hills  Odisha 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1 ,2, 3  

 
Solution: c) 

  
The Abor Hills is in Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
13) Consider the following statements about Dew point. 

1. Dew point is the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour. 
2. The dew point gives an indication of the humidity. 
3. A higher dew point means there will be less moisture in the air. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
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 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Dew point, the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour, when it is cooled without 
changing its pressure or vapour content. A given volume of air containing much water vapour has a higher dew 
point than the same volume of drier air; thus the dew point gives an indication of the humidity. In meteorology 
the dew point is applied, for example, in predicting the height of the base of certain types of clouds. A higher 
dew point means there will be more moisture in the air. 
 
14) Which of these African states border the Mediterranean Sea? 

1. Tunisia 
2. Egypt 
3. Niger 
4. Chad 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3, 4  
c) 1 only 
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 

 
 
15) The countries bordering Iran are 
 1. Afghanistan 
 2. Iraq 
 3. Tajikistan 
 4. Armenia 
 5. Syria 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
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 Solution: b) 
 
Iran is bordered by Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey, and Turkmenistan. 

 
 
 
16) The factors influencing Jet Streams are. 
 1. Atmospheric heating by solar radiation that produces Polar, Ferrel, and Hadley circulation cells 
 2. The action of the Coriolis force. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Jet streams are the product of two factors: the atmospheric heating by solar radiation that produces the large-
scale Polar, Ferrel, and Hadley circulation cells, and the action of the Coriolis force acting on those moving 
masses. The Coriolis force is caused by the planet's rotation on its axis. 
 
17) Mid-Atlantic Ridge is an example for 

a) Convergent plate boundary 
b) Divergent plate boundary 
c) Transform boundary 
d) None of the above 

 
Solution: b) 

 
Divergent Boundaries: Where new crust is generated as the plates pull away from each other. The sites where 
the plates move away from each other are called spreading sites. The best-known example of divergent 
boundaries is the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. At this, the American Plate(s) is/are separated from the Eurasian and 
African Plates. 
 
18) Arrange the following river from North to South by the direction of their flow:  

1. Indus  
2. Sutlej  
3. Beas  
4. Jhelum  
5. Ravi  

Select the correct answer code:  
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a) 1 4 5 3 2  
b) 1 3 4 2 5  
c) 1 2 3 4 5  
d) 4 2 3 1 5  
 
Solution: a) 
 

 

 
 
19) Maximum insolation is received over 

a) Equator 
b) Mid-latitude oceans 
c) Subtropical deserts 
d) Tropical Evergreen forests 
 
Solution: c) 
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The insolation received at the surface varies from about 320 Watt/m2 in the tropics to about 70 Watt/m2 in the 
poles. Maximum insolation is received over the subtropical deserts, where the cloudiness is the least. Equator 
receives comparatively less insolation than the tropics. Generally, at the same latitude the insolation is more 
over the continent than over the oceans. In winter, the middle and higher latitudes receive less radiation than in 
summer. 
 
20) Consider the following statements: 

1. River Jhelum forms Meanders even in the youth stage of river development. 
2. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between India and Pakistan. 
3. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: c) 

 
Jhelum in the valley of Kashmir is still in its youth stage and yet forms meanders – a typical feature associated 
with the mature stage in the evolution of fluvial land form. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between 
India and Pakistan. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 
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3. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements about Advance Pricing Agreement (APA). 

1. It is an ahead-of-time agreement between a taxpayer and a tax authority on an appropriate transfer 
pricing methodology. 
2. It is only Unilateral in nature, that involves only the taxpayer and the tax authority of the country 
where the taxpayer is located. 
3. In India, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) signs the APA with the tax payer. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2 
c) 1, 3 
d) 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has entered into 26 Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) in the first 5 
months of the financial year (April to August, 2019). 
 
An advance pricing agreement (APA) is an ahead-of-time agreement between a taxpayer and a tax authority on 
an appropriate transfer pricing methodology. An APA provides certainty with respect to the tax outcome of the 
tax payer’s international transactions. 
An APA can be one of the three types – unilateral, bilateral and multilateral. 
A Unilateral APA is an APA that involves only the taxpayer and the tax authority of the country where the 
taxpayer is located. 
Bilateral APA (BAPA) is an APA that involves the tax payer, associated enterprise (AE) of the taxpayer in the 
foreign country, tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and the foreign tax authority. 
Multilateral APA (MAPA) is an APA that involves the taxpayer, two or more AEs of the tax payer in different 
foreign countries, tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and the tax authorities of AEs. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 
 1. IIP is estimated and published biannually by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO).  

2. It is a composite indicator that measures the short-term changes in the volume of 
production of a basket of industrial products during a given period with respect to that in a chosen 
base period. 

3. IIP has contracted steadily from 2012 to 2019 due to continuous slowdown in the capital 
goods, mining, and manufacturing sectors. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2 only 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index that shows the performance of different ind ustrial 
sectors of the Indian economy. 
The IIP is estimated and published on a monthly basis by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO). 
As an all India index, it gives general level of industrial activity in the economy.  
According to the CSO. “It is a composite indicator that measures the short-term changes in the 
volume of production of a basket of industrial products during a given period with respect to that in 
a chosen base period.” 
The current base year is 2011-2012. 
Following are the three sectors of the IIP as per the revision based on 2011-12 series. 
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(i) Mining, 
(ii) Manufacturing and 
(iii) Electricity 
 

 
 
3) Consider the following statements about International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
 1. It is a sister organization of the IMF. 
 2. It is the largest global development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing 
countries. 
 3. Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
IFC—a sister organization of the World Bank and member of the World Bank Group—is the largest global 
development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing countries. The Bank Group has 
set two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: end extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity in every 
country. 
 
The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff that 
conduct its normal business operations. 
It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital and which have the 
right to vote on its matters. 
 
Functions: 

• It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk exposures, while 
refraining from participating in a management capacity. 

• The corporation also offers advice to companies on making decisions, evaluating their impact on the 
environment and society, and being responsible. 

• It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private sector 
development. 

 
Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected to target. Its goals 
are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education, increase access to 
financing for microfinance and business clients, advance infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, 
and invest in climate health. 
 
Source 
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4) Non-performing Assets (NPAs) are loans made by a bank or finance company on which repayments or interest 
payments are not being made on time. How do high NPAs affect the Banks in India? 
 1. Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits 
 2. Results in lesser interest income 
 3. Adds to risk weighted assets  
Select the correct code? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3  
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Statement 1 - In the light of high NPAs, Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits on one hand and likely 
to levy higher interest rates on advances. 
 
Statement 2 - The increased NPAs put pressure on recycling of funds and reduces the ability of banks for lending 
more and thus results in lesser interest income. 
 
Statement 3 - As per Basel norms, banks are required to maintain adequate capital on risk-weighted assets on an 
ongoing basis. Every increase in NPA level adds to risk weighted assets which warrant the banks to shore up 
their capital base further. 
 
5) Which of the following statements best describes the ‘Seed Capital’? 

a) Essential capital required to procure seeds for cultivation in monsoon season. 
b) It is a capital required to make initial investments in stock market. 
c) Bail out capital given by the government for public sector enterprises. 
d) It is an early capital required to start a new business. 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Seed capital is the funding required to get a new business started. This initial funding, which usually comes from 
the business owner(s) and perhaps friends and family, supports preliminary activities such as market research, 
product research and development (R&D) and business plan development. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Fixed Capital Formation. 
 1. Fixed capital formation is directly related with economic growth rate. 
 2. Long term growth can be achieved if resources from Fixed Capital are diverted towards consumption.  
 3. Fixed capital includes construction of dwellings, which may not add to the productive capacity of the 
economy. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Fixed capital is assets used in the productive process. Examples of Fixed Capital Formation include - Building or 
expanding existing factory, Road and bridge construction, Purchase of transport equipment, Office equipment, 
such as computers, printers, Machinery used in the productive process, Energy infrastructure etc.  
Generally, the higher the capital formation of an economy, the faster an economy can grow its aggregate 
income. Increasing an economy's capital stock also increases its capacity for production, which means an 
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economy can produce more. Producing more goods and services can lead to an increase in national income 
levels. 
 
Fixed capital formation (growth of productive infrastructure etc.) is directly related with economic growth rate. 
 
Only short-term growth may be achieved if resources from Fixed Capital are diverted towards consumption. In 
the long-term quality and quantity of infrastructure is a major determinant of economic growth. 
 
Dwellings are not directly utilised by businesses and the government to produce output. Since dwellings do not 
add to the productive capacity of the economy, even if its growth rate reduces, the economy can still grow. 
 
7) Recently Cabinet approved Bilateral Swap Arrangement between India and Japan. What are the advantages of 
Bilateral Swap Arrangement? 
 1. This facility will enable the agreed amount of Capital being available to India on tap for use. 
 2. Prospects of Indian companies would improve in tapping foreign capital. 
 3. Would deter speculative attacks on the domestic currency. 
 4. Enhance the RBI’s ability to manage exchange rate volatility.  
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The BSA is a very good example of mutual cooperation between India and Japan for strategic objective of 
assisting each other in times of difficulty and for restoring international confidence. This facility will enable the 
agreed amount of Capital being available to India on tap for use. Also, with this arrangement in place, prospects 
of Indian companies would improve in tapping foreign capital as there would be greater confidence in stability of 
country’s exchange rate. Availability of such swap line to tide over difficulties arising out of Balance of Payment 
(BOP) would deter speculative attacks on the domestic currency and greatly enhance the RBI’s ability to manage 
exchange rate volatility. 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 

1. Import substitution is an inward-looking trade strategy aimed at replacing imports with domestic 
production. 
2. Import cover is the number of months of imports that could be paid for by a country’s Forex reserves. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
'Import Substitution' (IS) generally refers to policy that eliminates the importation of the commodity and allows 
for the production in the domestic market. The objective of this policy is to bring about structural changes in the 
economy. 
 
Import cover is the number of months of imports that could be covered for by a country's international 
reserves. Import cover is an important indicator of the stability of a currency. 
 
9) With reference to Indian economy, which of the following best describes Exit policy 
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a) Right or ability of an industrial unit or a firm to withdraw from or to close down. 
b) Policy of reparation of income by multi-national companies 
c) Disinvestment policy of Public sector enterprises 
d) Export policy that guides direction of exports from India 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Exit policy means the policy regarding the retrenchment of the surplus labour force resulting from restructuring 
of industrial units and workers displaced by the closure of sick units. Exit may become necessary due to strategic 
reasons, financial constraints and environmental changes. 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Stagflation is an economic scenario where an economy faces high inflation and low growth and high 
unemployment at the same time. 
 2. Phillips Curve is an economic concept stating that inflation and unemployment have a stable and 
inverse relationship. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Stagflation is an economic scenario where an economy faces both high inflation and low growth (and high 
unemployment) at the same time.  
 
The conventional view among economists is that there is an inverse relationship between economic growth and 
inflation. The idea was first proposed by New Zealand economist William Phillips, after whom the “Phillips 
Curve” is named, based on statistical studies of inflation and unemployment.  
 
11) Which of the following is the primary objective of monetary policy in India? 
 a) Maintaining price stability  
 b) Maintaining low levels of unemployment 
 c) Tackling stressed assets of banks 
 d) Appreciate the exchange value of rupee in the Forex markets 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is vested with the responsibility of conducting monetary policy with the primary 
objective of maintaining price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth. This responsibility is 
explicitly mandated under the Reserve Bank of India Act, as amended in 2016. 
It is now transferred to the Monetary Policy Committee, which will also face the same primary objective, i.e. to 
keep inflation within an acceptable band. 
If inflation is in control, prices will be relatively stable. 
 
12) Which of the following is not a consequence of rupee depreciation? 
 a) Increase in the cost of imports 
 b) Foreign trips will become costlier 
 c) Reduction in remittances from abroad  
 d) Exports will become competitive 
 
 Solution: c) 
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Rupee deprecation badly affects importers or those who wish to visit foreign countries for holidays as they need 
more local currency to get the same service or product. 
When rupee depreciates exporters from India are benefited. (Eg: Software companies, seafood exporters etc.) 
Depreciation of rupee benefit the overseas Indians as those who are working abroad will gain more on remitting 
money to their homeland. 
 
13) Under the Provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 RBI can 
 1. Examine on oath any director or other officer of the bank  
 2. Issue directions to banks for resolution of stressed assets 
 3. Prohibit banks against entering into any particular transaction 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
  
 Solution: d) 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) regulates and supervises Public Sector and Private Sector Banks. The powers of 
RBI are wide-ranging and comprehensive to deal with various situations that may emerge in all banks, 
irrespective of ownership i.e. the Public Sector and the Private Sector owned Banks. 
 
14) Which one of the following items is not included in the ‘invisibles’ on current account of the balance of 
payment of India? 

a) Foreign Travel 
b) Transportation 
c) Insurance 
d) Loans from foreign banks 

 
Solution: d) 

 
Loans from the foreign banks constitute capital account of Balance of Payment. 
 
15) Which of the following statements best describes Unemployment? 

a) A situation in which individuals are working, but not able to generate any income. 
b) A situation in which individuals are willing to work at the prevailing rate of wages 
but could not get the job. 
c) A situation in which government is largely failed to create good jobs in the market. 
d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct 

 
Solution: b) 

 
16) In Economic theory and policy making, ‘Consumer Welfare’ is deemed to be maximized when 

a) Every individual is able to purchase goods at the exact market price they were willing to pay 
b) A large number of individuals are able to purchase goods at a much lower market price that they were 
willing to pay 
c) All individuals attain an ideal state of having no demand for any more goods and services 
d) They are able to purchase goods beyond their means of earning 
  
Solution: b) 

 
Consumer welfare refers to the individual benefits derived from the consumption of goods and services. In 
theory, individual welfare is defined by an individual's own assessment of his/her satisfaction, given prices and 
income. Exact measurement of consumer welfare therefore requires information about individual preferences. 
The central idea in consumer welfare is to enhance consumer surplus which is the difference between what 
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people prefer to pay and what they actually pay. The greater the difference, higher is the surplus. It means that 
the market is allocating goods most efficiently (at competitive prices) to people. 
 
17) Consider the following statements about Peer to peer (P2P) lending. 
 1. It is a form of crowdfunding used to raise unsecured loans which are re-paid with interest. 
 2. Only individuals can borrow money. 
 3. RBI enabled P2P entities as Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC).  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Peer to peer (P2P) lending is a form of crowdfunding used to raise unsecured loans which are re-paid with 
interest. Crowdfunding refers to financing of projects with small amounts of money raised from a large number 
of people, with a portal serving as an intermediary. It utilises an online platform which serves as a link between 
borrowers and lenders. 
 
RBI vide a Notification on 24th August, 2017, enabled P2P entities as Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC). 
However, an existing NBFC will not be able to operate as an NBFC-P2P.  
Minimum networth requirement for these platforms is kept at Rs. 2 Cr. The borrower can either be an individual 
or a legal person (say a body of individuals, a HUF, a firm, a society or any artificial body, whether incorporated 
or not) requiring a loan. 
 
The interest rate is not to be fixed by the platform. The interest rate for each and every loan is to be fixed 
separately over the electronic platform by way of a mutual agreement between the borrower and lender. Fund 
transfer between participants on the P2P lending platform will happen through escrow account mechanisms. All 
fund transfers shall be through and from bank accounts, and cash transactions are strictly prohibited. 
 
18) Buoyancy of tax refers to: 
 a) Relationship between the changes in government’s tax revenue growth and the changes in 
Inflation. 

b) Relationship between the changes in government’s tax revenue growth and the changes in 
GDP. 

c) Relationship between the changes in government’s tax revenue growth and the changes in 
Investment. 

d) Relationship between the changes in government’s tax revenue growth and the changes in 
demand. 
 

Solution: b) 
 
There is a strong connection between the government’s tax revenue earnings and economic growth. 
The simple fact is that as the economy achieves faster growth, the tax revenue of the government 
also goes up. 
Tax buoyancy explains this relationship between the changes in government’s tax revenue growth 
and the changes in GDP. It refers to the responsiveness of tax revenue growth to changes in GDP. 
When a tax is buoyant, its revenue increases without increasing the tax rate.  
 
19) Which of the following measures is/are examples of expansionary fiscal policy? 

1. Decrease in tax rate 
2. Increase in pensions 
3. Increase in unemployment compensation 
4. Increase in tax rate. 
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Select the correct answer codes: 
a) 2, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 

 
An expansionary is a macroeconomic policy that seeks to encourage economic growth or combat inflationary 
price increases by expanding the money supply, lowering interest rates, increasing government spending or 
cutting taxes. 
Increasing the tax rate is not an example of expansionary fiscal policy. 
 
20) Consider the following statements about Reserve Bank of India. 
 1. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the Hilton–Young Commission. 
 2. Performs merchant banking function for the central and the state governments and also acts as their 
banker. 
 3. Manages the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999. 
 4. Issues and exchanges or destroys currency and coins not fit for circulation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Main Functions 
Monetary Authority: 

• Formulates, implements and monitors the monetary policy.  
• Objective: maintaining price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth. 

Regulator and supervisor of the financial system: 
• Prescribes broad parameters of banking operations within which the country's banking and financial 

system functions. 
• Objective: maintain public confidence in the system, protect depositors' interest and provide cost-

effective banking services to the public. 
Manager of Foreign Exchange 

• Manages the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999.  
• Objective: to facilitate external trade and payment and promote orderly development and maintenance 

of foreign exchange market in India. 
Issuer of currency:  

• Issues and exchanges or destroys currency and coins not fit for circulation.  
• Objective: to give the public adequate quantity of supplies of currency notes and coins and in good 

quality. 
Developmental role 

• Performs a wide range of promotional functions to support national objectives. 
Related Functions 

• Banker to the Government: performs merchant banking function for the central and the state 
governments; also acts as their banker.  

• Banker to banks: maintains banking accounts of all scheduled banks.  
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4. Art and Culture 
 
1) In the seventh and eighth centuries, ‘ghatikas’ were 
 a) Guards of religious shrines 
 b) Time keeping devices kept at astronomical houses 
 c) Royal decrees passed with the consent of the citizens 
 d) Colleges attached to the temples 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
These ghatikas or colleges attached to the temples emerged as new centres of learning in 7th and 8th century.  
The ‘ghatikas’, provided Brahmanical education. The medium of instruction was Sanskrit. Entry to these temple 
colleges was open only to the upper castes or ‘dvijas’ (twice born).  
 
2) Consider the following statements: 

1. They developed Vesara style of architecture.  
2. Their structural temples exist at Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal. 
3. Their administration was highly centralized.  

The above statements most accurately refer to? 
a) Cholas 
b) Chalukyas 
c) Cheras 
d) Pandyas 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Administration: The Chalukya administration was highly centralized unlike that of the Pallavas and the Cholas. 
Village autonomy was absent under the Chalukyas.  
 
Architecture: The Chalukyas were great patrons of art. They developed the vesara style in the building of 
structural temples. However, the vesara style reached its culmination only under the Rashtrakutas and the 
Hoysalas.  
Cave temple architecture was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their cave temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora 
and Nasik.  
The best specimens of Chalukya paintings can be seen in the Badami. 
 
3) Consider the following statements about Kalbelia. 
 1. It is a folk dance performed by the women of the Kalbelia community of Gujarat. 
 2. ‘Been’ is the popular musical instrument of this dance form. 
 3. The UNESCO has inscribed Kalbelia folk songs and dances in the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Kalbelia is a sensuous folk dance performed by the women of the Kalbelia community of Rajasthan. The 
costumes and dance movement are similar to that of the serpents. ‘Been’ (wind instrument played by snake 
charmers) is the popular musical instrument of this dance form. The UNESCO has inscribed Kalbelia folk songs 
and dances in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2010. 
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4) Which of the following are major features of Chola age paintings? 
1. They were often done on temple panels. 
2. They show narrations and aspects related to Lord Shiva. 
3. They avoid depictions of humans and plants. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Chola Paintings included humans and plants also. 
 
5) Which of the following saints belonged to Telangana region? 

1. Nimbarka 
2. Vallabhacharya 
3. Surdas 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 3 only 
d) None of the Above 
 
Solution: d) 

 
• Nimbarka was from east Maharashtra. 
• Vallabha was born in an Indian Telugu family that had been living in Varanasi, who escaped to the Champaran 
of Chhattisgarh state. 
• Surdas was the disciple of Vallabhacharya and he popularized Krishna cult in north India. 
 
6) Rekhapida, Pidhadeul and khakra are the architectural features of the temples of 
 a) Tamil Nadu 
 b) Assam 
 c) Odisha 
 d) West Bengal 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The main architectural features of Odisha temples are classified in three orders, i.e., rekhapida, pidhadeul 
and khakra. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding the temple architecture of Kashmir. 
 1. Kashmir’s proximity to prominent Gandhara sites lent the region a strong Gandhara influence. 
 2. The Karkota period of Kashmir is the most significant in terms of architecture. 
 3. There was a tradition of a water tank attached to the shrine. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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Kashmir’s proximity to prominent Gandhara sites (such as Taxila, Peshawar and the northwest frontier) lent the 
region a strong Gandhara influence by the fifth century CE. 
 
The Karkota period of Kashmir is the most significant in terms of architecture. One of the most important 
temples is Pandrethan, built during the eighth and ninth centuries. In keeping with the tradition of a water tank 
attached to the shrine, this temple is built on a plinth built in the middle of a tank. Although there are evidences 
of both Hindu and Buddhist followings in Kashmir, this temple is a Hindu one, possibly dedicated to Shiva. The 
architecture of this temple is in keeping with the age-old Kashmiri tradition of wooden buildings. 
 
8) Consider the following statements 

1. Mount Abu temple has prominently rich interior and simple exterior 
2. Shatrunjay hills has a scores of Jain temples clustered together 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution: c) 

 
Jain temples at Mount Abu were constructed by Vimal Shah. Notable for a simplistic exterior in contrast with the 
exuberant marble interiors, their rich sculptural decoration with deep undercutting creates a lace-like 
appearance.  
The temple is famous for its unique patterns on every ceiling, and the graceful bracket figures along the domed 
ceilings.  
The great Jain pilgrimage site in the Shatrunjay hills near Palitana in Kathiawar, Gujarat, is imposing with scores 
of temples clustered together.  

 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. This Veda is also known as Brahma Veda 
 2. It is mostly concerned with peace and prosperity of the human society 
 3. It focuses on treatment of several ailments 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Rig Veda 
 b) Sama Veda 
 c) Atharva Veda 
 d) Yajur Veda 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Atharva Veda 
This Veda is also known as Brahma Veda and has been attributed to two rishis called Atharvah and Angira, 
respectively. While it is mostly concerned with peace and prosperity of the human society and covers all aspects 
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of a man’s daily life, it specifically focuses on treatment of several ailments. The book is known to prescribe 
treatment for almost 99 diseases. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Rashtrakutas 

1. The Rashtrakuta Dynasty was a royal Indian dynasty ruling large parts of southern, central and 
northern India between the sixth and the thirteenth centuries. 
2. Amoghavarsha I was the one of the most famous king of this dynasty and believed to wrote 
Kavirajamarga, a landmark literary work in the Kannada language. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution: c) 

 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Ellora have Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments. 
 2. Bodhgaya is a pilgrimage site since Siddhartha achieved enlightenment here and became Gautama 
Buddha. 
 3. Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya is completely built in nagara style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Sites such as Ellora have Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments.  
 
Bodhgaya is a pilgrimage site since Siddhartha achieved enlightenment here and became Gautama Buddha. 
While the bodhi tree is of immense importance, the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya is an important reminder 
of the brickwork of that time. The first shrine here, located at the base of the Bodhi tree, is said to have been 
constructed by King Ashoka; the vedika around it is said to be post-Mauryan, of about 100 BCE; many of the 
sculptures in the niches in the temple are dated to the eighth century Pala Period, while the actual Mahabodhi 
temple itself as it stands now is largely a Colonial Period reconstruction of the old seventh 
century design. The design of the temple is unusual. It is, strictly speaking, neither dravida or nagara. It is narrow 
like a nagara temple, but it rises without curving, like a dravida one. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Nalanda University.  
 1. The University of Nalanda is a mahavihara as it is a complex of several monastries of various sizes. 
 2. Most of the information about Nalanda is based on its excavations. 
 3. There is evidence that all three Buddhist doctrines— Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana—were 
taught here. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
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The monastic university of Nalanda is a mahavihara as it is a complex of several monastries of various sizes. Till 
date, only a small portion of this ancient learning centre has been excavated as most of it lies buried under 
contemporary civilisation, making further excavations almost impossible. 
Most of the information about Nalanda is based on the records of Xuan Zang—previously spelt as ‘Hsuan-
tsang’— which states that the foundation of a monastery was laid by Kumargupta I in the fifth century CE; and 
this was carried forward by the later monarchs who built up a fantastic university here. There is evidence that all 
three Buddhist doctrines— Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana—were taught here. 
 
13) Consider the following statements: 

1. Both Chinese Pilgrims Huien Tsang and Fa-hien studied at Nalanda. 
2. Nalanda was an important centre of Pala sculptures and bronzes. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
According to literary tradition, Nalanda, 10 kilometres north of Rajgir and a suburb of the ancient city, was 
visited by Buddha and Mahavira.  
Ashoka is said to have worshipped at the chaitya-niches of Sariputra, Buddha’s disciple, and erected a temple. By 
the time of Harsha A.D. 606-648, Nalanda had become the principal centre of Mahayana learning and a famed 
University town with numerous shrines and monasteries which attracted scholars from far and near.  
The Chinese Pilgrims Huien Tsang and Fa-hien studied at Nalanda and have left account of the settlement and its 
life. 
Nalanda was an important centre of Pala sculptures and bronzes and has also yielded seals and sealings of great 
historical significance. 
 
14) Consider the following statements: 
 1. It is a form of mask dance that uses vigorous martial movements to narrate mythological stories. 
 2. There are three main styles of the dance named after the location where they are performed, 
i.e. Purulia, Seraikella, and Mayurbhanj. 
 3. Some narrations also use natural themes such as Sarpa nritya or Mayur Nritya. 
The above statements are associated with 
 a) Kalbelia 
 b) Chhau 
 c) Garba 
 d) Paika 
 

Solution: b) 
 
Chhau is found in three styles named after the location where they are performed, i.e. the Purulia Chau of 
Bengal, the Seraikella Chau of Jharkhand, and the Mayurbhanj Chau of Odisha. 
 
15) Consider the following statements: 

1. Apart from Rani-ki-Vav at Patan, no other site from Gujarat has been inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site List. 
2. Pathan architecture is an austere style of architecture, the works related to which have been 
constructed only in Delhi. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: d) 

 
Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park is also a heritage site found in Gujarat. 
Pathan architecture works can be found in Ahmedabad also. 
 
16) Jnanpith Award is India’s highest literary honour. Consider the following statements:  

1. It is bestowed only on Indian writers writing in Indian languages included in the Eighth Schedule to the 
Constitution of India and in English. 
2. It is given posthumously. 
3. Literary works in the Kannada language have received highest number of Jnanpith Awards. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: a) 

 
The Jnanpith Award is an Indian literary award presented annually by the Bharatiya Jnanpith to an author for 
their "outstanding contribution towards literature". Instituted in 1961, the award is bestowed only on Indian 
writers writing in Indian languages included in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India and English, with 
no posthumous conferral. 
 
As of 2015, literary works in Hindi language have received highest number of Jnanpith Awards. 
 
17) Krishnadeva Raya’s rule was characterised by  

1. Absence of any military expeditions 
2. Acquisition of the land between the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers 
3. Building of temples and adding gopurams to many important south Indian temples 

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 2, 3  
d) 1 only 

 
Solution: c)  

 
Krishnadeva Raya’s rule was characterised by expansion and consolidation.  
This was the time when the land between the Tungabhadra and Krishna rivers (the Raichur doab) was acquired 
(1512), the rulers of Orissa were subdued (1514) and severe defeats were inflicted on the Sultan of Bijapur 
(1520).  
Although the kingdom remained in a constant state of military preparedness, it flourished under conditions of 
unparalleled peace and prosperity. 
Krishnadeva Raya is credited with building some fine temples and adding impressive gopurams to many 
important south Indian temples.  
 
18) Yali is a sculptural feature of the architecture of which kingdom? 

a) Pallavas 
b) Vijayanagara 
c) Imperial Cholas 
d) Bahamani 
 
Solution: b) 
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The temple building activity further gained momentum during the Vijayanagar rule. The chief characteristics of 
the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction of tall Raya Gopurams or gateways and the 
Kalyanamandapam with carved pillars in the temple premises.  
The sculptures on the pillars were carved with distinctive features. The horse was the most common animal 
found in these pillars (YALI).  
Large mandapams contain one hundred pillars as well as one thousand pillars in some big temples. These 
mandapams were used for seating the deity on festival occasions.  
 
19) With reference to Aihole, consider the following statements:  

1. It lies along the Malaprabha River  
2. It is known for Chalukyan architecture  
3. It consists of Hindu and few Jain temples, but no Buddhist temples.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Aihole is a historic site of ancient and medieval era Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments in north Karnataka 
(India) dated from the fourth century through the twelfth century CE. It is spread along the Malaprabha river 
valley, in Bagalakote district. It is a major center of historically important Chalukya monuments. 
Over one hundred Aihole temples are Hindu, a few are Jain and one is Buddhist. These were built and coexisted 
in close proximity.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
20) Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Karma Kagyu School 

1. It is one of the branches of Jainism. 
2. The Karma Kagyu inherited two very important streams of spiritual traditions namely Mahamudra and 
Kadampa. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: b) 

 
It is related to Tibetan Buddhism. 
 
The Karma Kagyu inherited two very important streams of spiritual traditions: Mahamudra and Kadampa. 
Mahamudra, or the Great Seal, is the direct insight into the nature of mind. It is the highest meditation training 
and a unique feature of the Karma Kagyu tradition. 
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5. History 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Pali language. 
2. Arikamedu is a coastal settlement known for it being a site for unloading goods from distant lands. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The most famous Mauryan ruler was Ashoka. He was the first ruler who tried to take his message to the people 
through inscriptions. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Prakrit and were written in the Brahmi script.  
Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded goods from 
distant lands. A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was found at the site.  
 
2) Which among the following foreigners served as the presidents of Congress sessions? 

1. A. O. Hume 
2. Henry Cotton 
3. Annie Besant 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 3 only 
b) 1, 2  
c) 1, 3  
d) 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Although A.O.Hume played a prominent role in establishing Indian National Congress, he never served as its 
president. 
 
In 1904, Henry Cotton served as President of the Indian National Congress.  
Annie Besant was the president of the Indian National Congress, in late 1917. 
 
3) The Ilbert Bill Controversy is a high watermark in the history of Indian National Movement. It is related to 

1. Improving working conditions in factories for Indian workers 
2. Ban of indigenous press and missionary activities by the state 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
According to the system of law, a European could be tried only by a European Judge or a European Magistrate. 
The disqualification was unjust and it was sought to cast a needless discredit and dishonour upon the Indian-
born members of the judiciary. 
C.P. Ilbert, Law Member, introduced a bill in 1883 to abolish this discrimination in judiciary. But Europeans 
opposed this Bill strongly. 
They also suggested that it was better to end the English rule in India than to allow the English to be subjected to 
the Indian Judges and Magistrates. The bill ended due to this opposition. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                 35                                                www.insightsactivelearn.com  

The Ilbert Bill controversy helped the cause of Indian nationalism. The immediate result of this awakening of 
India was the birth of the Indian National Congress in 1885, the very next year of Ripon’s departure. 
 
4) Which of the following organizations/newspapers is/are associated with Mahatma Gandhi’s struggle in South 
Africa? 

1. Indian Natal Organization 
2. Indian Mirror 
3. Indian Opinion 
4. Passive Resistance Organization 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3, 4  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3, 4 
d) 2, 4  
 
Solution: a) 

 
Indian Mirror was an English paper founded by Devendranath Tagore, at Calcutta in 1862. 
 
5) The Government of India Act, 1935 provided for 

1. Provincial autonomy. 
2. Establishment of a Federal court. 
3. All India Federation at the centre. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
It provided for the establishment of an All-India Federation consisting of provinces and princely states as units. 
 
It abolished dyarchy in the provinces and introduced ‘provincial autonomy’ in its place. 
 
It provided for the establishment of a Federal Court, which was set up in 1937. 
 
6) Consider the following statements 

1. Pabna agrarian leagues was established in East Bengal in 1873 to resist against Zamindar’s efforts to 
charge high rents and evict tenants. 
2. Indigo rebellion in 1859 was caused due to acquisition of cultivable Indigo land by British industrial 
projects. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Indigo rebellion in 1859 was caused due to harsh agri-economic conditions under which Indigo cultivators 
were put by the British planters. 
 
7) Consider the following early political associations in British India. 
                1. The British Indian Association 
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                2. The Bombay Association 
                3. East India Association, London  
                4. Poona Sarvojanik Sabha 
What is the correct chronological order in which they were formed? 

a) 4-3-2-1 
b) 1-2-3-4 
c) 1-4-3-2 
d) 2-3-1-4 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The British Indian Association – 1851 Bengal 
The Bombay Association — 1852 Dadabhai Naoroji 
East India Association 1866 London 
Madras Native Association 1852 
Poona Sarvojanik Sabha—1870 
The Madras Mahajana Sabha—1884 
 
8) Gandhiji decided to launch a nationwide Satyagraha against the Rowlatt act because the Act provided for  
 1. Unreasonable detention of political prisoners without trial 
 2. Ban on political activities 
 3. Ban on all the local language newspapers and radio 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Gandhiji in 1919 decided to launch a nationwide satyagraha against the proposed Rowlatt Act (1919). This Act 
had been hurriedly passed through the Imperial Legislative Council despite the united opposition of the Indian 
members. It gave the government enormous powers to repress political activities, and allowed detention of 
political prisoners without trial for two years. Mahatma Gandhi wanted non-violent civil disobedience against 
such unjust laws. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding August Offer, 1940 

1. It laid down the dominion status as the objective for India 
2. For the first time it recognized the right of the Indians to frame a Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
Linlithgow announced the August Offer (August 1940) which proposed: 
● dominion status as the objective for India; 
● expansion of viceroy’s executive council which would have a majority of Indians (who would be drawn from 
major political parties); 
● setting up of a constituent assembly after the war where mainly Indians would decide the constitution 
according to their social, economic and political conceptions, subject to fulfilment of the obligation of the 
government regarding defence, minority rights, treaties with States, all India services; and 
● no future constitution to be adopted without the consent of minorities. 
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For the first time, the inherent right of Indians to frame their constitution was recognised and the Congress 
demand for a constituent assembly was conceded. Dominion status was explicitly offered. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Delhi Proposals, 1927 

1. It demanded to make Sindh a separate province. 
2. Muslims must have one-third representation in Central Legislature 
3. Joint electorates with reserved seats for Muslims 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Earlier, in December 1927, a large number of Muslim leaders had met at Delhi at the Muslim League session and 
evolved four proposals for their demands to be incorporated into the draft constitution. These proposals, which 
were accepted by the Madras session of the Congress (December 1927), came to be known as the ‘Delhi 
Proposals’. These were: 

• joint electorates in place of separate electorates with reserved seats for Muslims; 

• one-third representation to Muslims in Central Legislative Assembly; 

• representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal in proportion to their population; 

• formation of three new Muslim majority provinces— Sindh, Baluchistan and North-West Frontier 
Province. 

 
11) Which of the following are correctly matched 
  Movement   People Associated 
 1. Young Bengal Movement  Tarachand Chuckervati 
 2. Dharma Sabha   Keshub Chandra Sen 
 3. Indian Reform Association  Radhakant Deb 
 4. Theosophical Society   H.P. Blavatsky 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Young Bengal Movement (1826-1831); - Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (founder), Rasikkrishna Mullick, 
Tarachand Chuckervati, Krishanmohan Banerjee 
 
Dharma Sabha; Calcutta (1830); - Radhakant Deb (founder). 
 
Indian Reform Association; Calcutta (1870); - Keshub Chandra Sen. 
 
The Theosophical Society— founded in New York but headquarters shifted to Adyar, near Madras (1875). 
Madam H.P. Blavatsky (1831- 91), a Russian, and Col. H.S. Olcott (1832-1907), an American (founders); Annie 
Besant (one of its presidents). 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Queen Victoria’s Proclamation of 1858   

1. Assured the Indian people equal and impartial protection of law and freedom of religion and social 
practices. 
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2. Announced the end of East India Company’s rule in India and the Queen’s assumption of the 
Government of India 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: c) 

 
The Proclamation of Queen Victoria was announced by Lord Canning at Allahabad. 
This royal Proclamation was translated into Indian languages and publicly read in many important places. It 
announced the end of Company’s rule in India and the Queen’s assumption of the Government of India. 
It endorsed the treaty made by the Company with Indian princes and promised to respect their rights, dignity 
and honour. 
It assured the Indian people equal and impartial protection of law and freedom of religion and social practices. 
The Proclamation of Queen Victoria gave a practical shape to the Act of 1858. 
 
13) The Karachi session, 1931, of the Congress was important because 
 a) Congress decided to participate in the Second Round Table Conference. 
 b) Congress launched the second phase of Civil Disobedience movement in the session. 
 c) The goal of complete independence, Swaraj, was declared here. 
 d) Congress spelt the true meaning of Swaraj in this session. 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A special session was held in Karachi to endorse the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. Karachi session became famous because 
of the two resolutions that were adopted-one on Fundamental rights and other on National Economic program, 
both drafted by Dr. Rajendra Prasad. The goal of Purna Swaraj was reiterated. This was the first time the 
congress spelt out what swaraj would mean for the masses. 
 
14) Which of the following act first recognized the voting rights of women in India? 

a) Government of India Act 1909 
b) Government of India Act 1919 
c) Government of India Act 1935 
d) None of the above 
 
Solution: b) 

 
Government of India Act, 1919 for the first time allowed women to vote. 
 
15) Consider the following statements 

1. Khudai Khidmatgar was a violent struggle against the British Empire by the Pashtuns in North West 
frontier province. 
2. Ambedkar coined the term Harijan to address the depressed classes. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Khudai Khidmatgar was nonviolent struggle against the British Empire by the Pashtuns in North West frontier 
province. 
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M K Gandhi coined the term Harijan to address the depressed classes. 
 
16) The Allahabad inscription is often associated with which of the following rulers? 
 a) Harshvardhana 
 b) Allaudin Khilji 

c) Samudragupta 
d) Ranjit Singh 

 
Solution: c) 

 
It provides very specific details of Samudragupta’s military achievements and conquests from which it is possible 
to delineate the extent of his empire. It also presents the Gupta Empire as the centre of a complex network of 
political relationships. 
 
17) Consider the following statements about Young Bengal Movement. 

1. The movement was launched by Surendranath Banerjea and later gained prominence with the 
participation of Henry Vivian Derozio. 
2. The movement had influence of French Revolution. 
3. The movement failed to have a long-term impact. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1 only 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 3  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Young Bengal Movement was launched by Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (1809-1831), who had come to Calcutta in 
1826 and was appointed in the Hindu College as a teacher. 
Drawing inspiration from the great French Revolution, Derozio inspired his pupils to think freely and rationally, 
question all authority, love liberty, equality and freedom, and oppose decadent customs and traditions. The 
Derozians also supported women’s rights and education. 
The Derozians, however, failed to have a long-term impact. Derozio was removed from the Hindu College in 
1831 because of his radicalism. The main reason for their limited success was the prevailing social conditions at 
that time, which were not ripe for the adoption of radical ideas. 
Further, there was no support from any other social group or class. 
 
18) Consider the following pairs: 
  Movement      People Associated with it 
 1. Indian National Social Conference, Bombay   M.G Ranade 
 2. Servants of India Society     Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
 3. Bharat Stree Mahamandal     Annie Besant 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Bharat Stree Mahamandal was the first women's organisation in India founded by Sarala Devi 
Chaudhurani in Allahabad in 1910. 
 
19) Consider the following statements about the 1857 revolt.  

1. The eastern, southern and western parts of India remained more or less unaffected. 
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2. The revolt did not receive any royal patronage. 
3. British government passed the Government of India Act 1858, as a reaction to the revolt. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2 
b) 1, 3 
c) 2, 3 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The movement was confined to the Northern and Central India. The revolt was patronised by Mughal king 
Bahadur Shah Zafar. Immediately after the revolt, to curb such tendencies later on, the British government 
enacted the Government of India Act, 1858. 
 
20) Consider the following statements 

1. He got knighthood by British government. 
2. He had participated in all three Round Table Conference sessions (1930-32). 
3. He was also one of the main lawyers engaged to defend captured soldiers of the Indian National 
Army. 

The above statements describe which of the following historical personalities? 
a) Mahatma Gandhi 
b) Kailash Nath Katju 
c) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
d) Tej Bahadur Sapru 
 
Solution: d) 
 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, was a prominent Indian freedom fighter, lawyer and politician. He was a key figure in 
India’s struggle for independence, helping draft the Indian Constitution. He was the leader of the Liberal party in 
British-ruled India. 
He was knighted in 1922. He was a member of the United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh) Legislative Council 
(1913–16) and of the Imperial Legislative Council (1916– 20), a law member of the Viceroy’s Council (1920–23), 
and a delegate to the three Round Table Conference sessions in London (1930–32) concerning the government 
of India. 
His mediation helped to bring about the Gandhi-Irwin Pact (1931), by which the Indian nationalist leader 
Mohandas K. Gandhi terminated a civil disobedience campaign and was allowed to attend the second session of 
the Round Table Conference. Sapru was also in part responsible for the Poona Pact modifying the British plan for 
a separate electorate of Hindu untouchables. 
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6. Environment 
 
1) The chemical oxygen demand (COD) test is commonly used to measure which of the following? 
 a) Measuring oxygen levels in blood 
 b) Computing oxygen levels in forest ecosystems 
 c) Oxygen required to decompose organic constituents present in the wastewater  
 d) Amount of oxygen used in an oxygenation process 
 
Solution: c) 
 
The amount of oxygen that is required for the chemical oxidation of the organic and inorganic chemicals present 
in the wastewater by utilising oxidising agents like Potassium permanganate, Potassium dichromate etc. is called 
as chemical oxygen demand (COD).  COD is the oxygen demand that is consumed by both inorganic and organic 
matter present in the wastewater sample.  
 
2) Mosses is a bioindicator. What do you understand by this statement?  

1. It reflects changes to ecosystems such as pollution.  
2. It cannot be cloned or genetically engineered.  
3. It does not contain mRNA.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3 only  
d) 1, 2  

 
 Solution: a) 
 
Mosses are a common flowerless plant found in all cities especially in damp (humid) or shady locations. It 
generally absorbs water and nutrients from their immediate environments.  
 
So, according to scientists, delicate mosses found on rocks and trees in cities around the world can be used as 
low-cost bio indicator to monitor urban pollution and to measure the impact of atmospheric change.  
As a bio indicator, mosses respond to pollution or drought- stress by changing its shape, density or disappearing. 
This characteristic will allow scientists to calculate atmospheric alterations and air pollution. 
 
3) Consider the following statements about Bioremediation Technology. 
 1. Bioremediation is the use of living microorganisms to degrade the environmental contaminants into 
less toxic forms.  
 2. One of the advantages of Bioremediation is that it is effective in all environmental conditions. 
 3. Genetic engineering can be used to create microorganisms specifically designed for bioremediation. 
 4. Any contaminant with heavy metals such as cadmium and lead can be readily and completely treated 
by bioremediation using microorganisms. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Bioremediation is the use of living microorganisms to degrade the environmental contaminants into less toxic 
forms.  
Bioremediation can be effective only where environmental conditions permit microbial growth and activity. 
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Statement 3:  This will be a standard practice in the industry in coming years. For e.g.  Alcanivorax, a bacteria 
with oil-eating abilities, can be used to create species that are much more capable of cleaning oil spills. 
Bio-remediation is a slow process, so. Heavy metals such as cadmium and lead are NOT readily absorbed or 
captured by microorganisms. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Agenda 21’  

1. Agenda 21 is a non-binding, voluntarily implemented action plan of the United Nations with regard to 
sustainable development.  
2. The ’21’ in Agenda 21 refers to the 21 major industrial countries of the world.  
3. It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment and Development) held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: c) 
  

• The ’21’ in Agenda 21 refers to the 21st century.  
• Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable development. It is a 
product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment and Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
1992.  
 
5) With reference to the ‘National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC)’, consider the following 
statements:  

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme.  
2. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is the National Implementing Entity (NIE).  
3. The overall aim of NAFCC is to support concrete adaptation activities which mitigate the adverse 
effects of climate change.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 3 only  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: b) 
  

The National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) is a Central Sector Scheme which was set up in the 
year 2015-16. The overall aim of NAFCC is to support concrete adaptation activities which mitigate the adverse 
effects of climate change. The activities under this scheme are implemented in a project mode.  
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is the National Implementing Entity (NIE).  
The projects related to adaptation in sectors such as agriculture, animal husbandry, water, forestry, tourism etc. 
are eligible for funding under NAFCC.  
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Eco-sensitive zones. 
 1. Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are areas notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.  
 2. They act as a transition zone from areas of high protection to areas involving lesser protection. 
 3. Eco-Sensitive Zones are defined and mentioned in Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife 
Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of "shock absorbers" to the protected areas by 
regulating and managing the activities around such areas. They also act as a transition zone from areas of high 
protection to areas involving lesser protection. 
 
ESZ are regulated by central government through Min. of Environment, Forests and Climate change (MoEFCC). 
Ministry came out with new guidelines for regulation of such areas in 2011. 
 
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-sensitive Zones”. 
 
7) Which of the following are the ecosystem services provided by Wetlands. 
 1. Water purification 
 2. Aquifer recharge 
 3. Microclimate regulation 
 4. Aesthetic enhancement of landscapes 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The wetlands, vital parts of the hydrological cycle, are highly productive ecosystems which support rich 
biodiversity and provide a wide range of ecosystem services such as water storage, water purification, flood 
mitigation, erosion control, aquifer recharge, microclimate regulation, aesthetic enhancement of landscapes 
while simultaneously supporting many significant recreational, social and cultural activities, being part of our 
rich cultural heritage; 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements about Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR). 
 1. Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR) is the amount of light available for photosynthesis. 
 2. PAR changes seasonally and varies depending on the latitude and time of day. 
 3. Higher PAR leads to decrease in plant growth. 
 4. Air pollution does have an effect on PAR. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2, 4 
b) 1, 3, 4 
c) 2, 3, 4 
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Photosynthetically Active Radiation (PAR) is the amount of light available for photosynthesis, which is light in the 
400 to 700 nanometer wavelength range. PAR changes seasonally and varies depending on the latitude and time 
of day. 
Levels are greatest during the summer at mid-day. 
Air pollution also affects PAR by filtering out the amount of sunlight that can reach plants. 
Photosynthetically Active Radiation is needed for photosynthesis and plant growth. Higher PAR promotes plant 
growth. 
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9) With reference to the evolution of living organisms on earth, which of the following is the correct sequence of 
evolution?  

a) Spiders-Snakes-Corals-Horses  
b) Snakes-Spiders-Corals-Horses  
c) Corals-Spiders-Snakes-Horses  
d) Horses-Spiders-Snakes-Corals  
 
Solution: c) 

  
Living organisms were first evolved on seas and then moved to lands. Simple organisms like blue green algae, 
bacteria were first evolved, then it lead to corals, spiders and complex animals like snakes, horses etc.,  
 
10) Lichens, which are capable of initiating ecological succession even on a bare rock, are actually a symbiotic 
association of  

a) Fungi and mosses  
b) Algae and virus  
c) Paramecium and fungi 
d) Algae and fungi  
 
Solution: d) 

  
Lichens is a symbiotic association of Algae and Fungi. Algae provides food to fungus, in turn fungus provides 
shelter and nutrients. 
 
11) Which of the following are the methods of In-situ conservation of biodiversity? 
 1. Wildlife Sanctuary 
 2. Sacred Groves 
 3. Gene banks 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In-situ conservation, the conservation of species in their natural habitats. It includes National parks, wildlife 
sanctuaries, biosphere reserves and sacred groves (Khasi and Jaintia hills in Meghalaya). 
Ex-situ conservation is the preservation of components of biological diversity outside their natural habitats. It 
includes Gene banks, Captive breeding of animals and artificial propagation of plants, zoos, aquaria, and botanic 
gardens.  
 
12) Seaweeds are macroscopic algae usually found in oceans. In this context, which of the following can be the 
possible benefits of it?  

1. It reduces coastal eutrophication.  
2. It is a vital food for marine organism.  
3. It can be used as fertilizer for plants.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 3 only  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 3  

 
Solution: a) 
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All the above are the benefits of sea weeds.  
 
Seaweed, or macroalgae, refers to several species of macroscopic, multicellular, marine algae. Seaweed species 
such as kelps provide essential nursery habitat for fisheries and other marine species and thus protect food 
sources; other species, such as planktonic algae, play a vital role in capturing carbon, producing up to 90% of 
Earth's oxygen.  
 
13) Which of the following statements best describes biotic potential?  
  a) It refers to the potential biomass of a population measured as dry weight per unit area.  
  b) It refers to the possible functional roles a species can play in an ecosystem.  
  c) It refers to the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under optimum environmental 
conditions.  
  d) It refers to the minimum population of a species required to sustain a food web.  
 

Solution: c) 
 
Biotic potential, the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under optimum environmental conditions. 
 
14) What do you understand by the term ‘Social Forestry’?  

1. Reducing the pressure on the traditional forest area by encouraging plantations on community land  
2. Promoting commercial harvesting of timber and non-timber products from traditional forests by 
community to meet local demands  

Which of the above is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Solution: a) 

 
The National Commission on Agriculture, Government of India, first used the term 'social forestry' in 1976.  
It aims at raising plantations by the common man so as to meet the growing demand for food, fuel wood, 
fodder, fiber and fertilizer (5 F’s) etc, thereby reducing the pressure on the traditional forest area.  
It does not aim at the displacement or exploitation of traditional forests, but supplementing them with 
community grown forests. 
 
15) When ocean temperatures get too hot, corals often experience ‘bleaching’ events. What does this mean?  
  a) Plants and animals living in the vicinity of corals die  
  b) Corals move towards cooler waters  
  c) The symbiotic nature of the relationship between a certain plant and animal breaks down  
  d) Corals submerge themselves completely under water, starving themselves of sunlight and air to 
breathe  
 

Solution: c) 
 
Often mistaken for a form of vegetation, corals “are in fact an animal that lives in symbiosis with an algae, a 
plant,”  
 
Corals and algae “provide services for each other,” with the algae providing “up to 90% of the coral animal’s 
food” through photosynthesis 
 
“When ocean temperatures get too hot, this symbiosis, this relationship, breaks down”. “The algae is lost from 
the coral and causes the coral to look white,” effectively “starving” it. 
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When a coral bleaches, it is not dead. Corals can survive a bleaching event, but they are under more stress and 
are subject to mortality. 
 
16) In which of the following trophic levels, you are likely to find the highest concentration of an organic toxin 
that has been found in ocean water? 

a) Phytoplankton 
b) Aquatic plants 
c) Small fishes at lower trophic levels 
d) Human being who consumes sea food 

 
 Solution: d) 
 
Most of the organic toxins are water insoluble and non-biodegradable. 
These high persistent toxins are, therefore, transferred from lower trophic level to higher trophic level through 
food chain.  
Over time, the concentration of toxins in higher animals reaches a level which causes serious metabolic and 
physiological disorders. 
 
17) Olive Ridleys Turtles are naturally found in India in 

1. Andhra Pradesh coast 
2. Odisha coast 
3. Maharashtra coast 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Olive Ridley turtle is the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtle found in the world. 
It is found in warm waters of the Pacific and Indian oceans. 
 
It commences its journey from Indian Ocean towards Bay of Bengal during their mating season in October and 
November every year. 
 
The Gahirmatha Beach in Kendrapara district of Odisha (India), which is now a part of the Bhitarkanika Wildlife 
Sanctuary, is the largest breeding ground for these turtles. 
 
Green turtles and olive ridleys are known to nest in Maharashtra in small numbers. Goa has records of three 
species of sea turtles: olive ridley, leatherback and green turtles. 
Recently many of these turtles were found dead near the Andhra Pradesh coast. 
 
18) Consider the following statements about UNFCCC  
 1. The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. 
 2. The UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations of greenhouse gases in the 
earth’s atmosphere. 
 3. The framework sets binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries. 
 4. Nearly all member states of the United Nations have ratified the convention. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit, which marked the beginning of the international 
community’s first concerted effort to confront the problem of climate change. 
Known also as the Rio Convention, the UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations 
of greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere. 
The UNFCCC entered into force in 1994, and nearly all of the world’s nations—a total of 197—have ratified. 
The framework sets non-binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries and contains no 
enforcement mechanisms.  
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety  

1. It is an additional agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  
2. The protocol establishes procedures for regulating the import and export of living modified organism 
from one country to another.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Solution: c) 

  
The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity is an international agreement on 
biosafety as a supplement to the Convention on Biological Diversity effective since 2003.  
 
The Biosafety Protocol seeks to protect biological diversity from the potential risks posed by genetically modified 
organisms resulting from modern biotechnology.  
 
20) In India, the problem of soil erosion is associated with which of the following factors?  

1. Terrace cultivation  
2. Deforestation  
3. Tropical climate  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2 only  
c) 1 and 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3  
 
Solution: b) 

  
Terrace cultivation results in soil conservation and tropical climate is not the reason for soil erosion. 
 
21) The countries identified as megadiverse by Conservation International are 
 1. India 
 2. China 
 3. Russia 
 4. South Africa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
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The term megadiverse country refers to any one of a group of nations that harbor the majority of Earth's species 
and high numbers of endemic species. Conservation International identified 17 megadiverse countries in 1998. 
Many of them are located in, or partially in, tropical or subtropical regions. They are: 

 Australia 

 Brazil 

 China 

 Colombia 

 Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 Ecuador 

 India 

 Indonesia 

 Madagascar 
 Malaysia 
 Mexico 

 Papua New Guinea 

 Peru 
 Philippines 

 South Africa 
 United States 

 Venezuela 
 
Source 
 
22) “A large tree shades a small plant, retarding the growth of the small plant. The small plant has no effect on 
the large tree” this example is related to which type of biotic interaction? 

a) Commensalism 
b) Amensalism 
c) Competition 
d) Neutralism 

 
 Solution: b) 
 
Amensalism: One species is harmed, the other is unaffected. Example: A large tree shades a small plant, 
retarding the growth of the small plant. The small plant has no effect on the large tree. 
 
Commensalism: one species benefits, the other is unaffected. Example: cow dung provides food and shelter to 
dung beetles. The beetles have no effect on the cows. 
 
Competition: both species are harmed by the interaction. Example: if two species eat the same food, and there 
isn't enough for both, both may have access to less food than they would if alone. They both  suffer a shortage 
of food. 
 
Neutralism: There is no net benefit or harm to either species. Perhaps in some inter-specific interactions, the 
costs and benefits experienced by each partner are exactly the same so that they sum to zero. It is not clear how 
often this happens in nature. Neutralism is also sometimes described as the, relationship between two species 
inhabiting the same space and using the same resources, but that have no effect on each other. In this case, one 
could argue that they · aren't interacting at all. 
 
23) Ecological Succession is generally characterized by  

1. Increased productivity  
2. Decreased niche development  
3. Increased complexity of food webs  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
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b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: b) 

 
Ecological succession, the process by which the structure of a biological community evolves over time. The time 
scale can be decades (for example, after a wildfire), or even millions of years after a mass extinction.  
The community begins with relatively few pioneering plants and animals and develops through increasing 
complexity until it becomes stable or self-perpetuating as a climax community. 
 
Two different types of succession—primary and secondary—have been distinguished. Primary succession occurs 
in essentially lifeless areas—regions in which the soil is incapable of sustaining life as a result of such factors 
as lava flows, newly formed sand dunes, or rocks left from a retreating glacier. Secondary succession occurs in 
areas where a community that previously existed has been removed; it is typified by smaller-scale disturbances 
that do not eliminate all life and nutrients from the environment. 
 
Increased niche development is the characteristic feature of Ecological succession.  
 
24) Which among the following organisms are involved in nitrogen cycle?  

1. Rhizobium  
2. Nitrobacter  
3. Nitrosomonos  
4. Azatobacter  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: d)  

 
All the above organisms involved in nitrogen cycle.  
 
25) The National Green Tribunal can hear cases related to which of the following Acts?  

1. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.  
2. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  
3. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.  
4. Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: a) 

 
The NGT has the power to hear all civil cases relating to environmental issues and questions that are linked to 
the implementation of laws listed in Schedule I of the NGT Act. These include the following: 

The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; 
The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; 
The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980; 
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; 
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; 
The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; 
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The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 
This means that any violations pertaining only to these laws, or any order / decision taken by the Government 
under these laws can be challenged before the NGT. Importantly, the NGT has not been vested with powers to 
hear any matter relating to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the Indian Forest Act, 1927 and various laws 
enacted by States relating to forests, tree preservation etc. Therefore, specific and substantial issues related to 
these laws cannot be raised before the NGT.  
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